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 2. SLAUGHTER
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Avner Dorman completed his Doctoral degree as a C.V. Starr fellow 
at the Juilliard School, where he studied with John Corigliano, 
and his Master’s degree at Tel Aviv University, where he majored in 
music, musicology, and physics and studied with Israeli and Georgian 
composer Josef Bardanashvili. Dorman was a composition fellow at the 
Tanglewood Music Center and served as composer in residence for the 
Israel Camerata from 2001 through 2003. Dorman has been an Israel 
Cultural Excellence Foundation (ICExcellence) – chosen artist since 
2008, one of Israel’s highest recognitions for excellence in the arts. Born 
into a musical family, Dorman’s father was a bassoonist and conductor 
with the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra. Dorman studied cello and piano 
as an adolescent and began composing by age fourteen. Dorman spent 

his required military service in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) culture 
division where he composed arrangements for the military orchestra. 

Avner Dorman’s symphonic composition, Ellef Symphony, was 
composed in 2000 for the Young Euro Classic Festival in Berlin, Germany. 

Ellef Symphony was premiered by the Young Israel Philharmonic on 
August 13, 2000 at the Schauspielhaus in Berlin, and on August 14, 2000 

at the Expo 2000 in Hannover, Germany. At the age of 25, he became 

the youngest composer to win Israel’s prestigious Prime Minister’s Award 
for Ellef Symphony, and that same year was awarded the Golden Feather 
Award from ACUM (the Israeli Society of Composers and Publishers).

The piece has four parts that are performed continuously. This wind 
band transcription is of the first two movements for the Doctorate of 
Musical Arts degree at Texas Tech University. The first three movements 
are inspired by Jewish poetry of the second millennium (1000-2000), 
each concerned with a different aspect of war. 

Movement I – FEAR: The impetus of this movement—the collective 

experience of fear during a time of war—comes from a poem by Shmuel 
ha-Nagid (993-1056). Shmuel ha-Nagid was a Talmudic scholar, 
grammarian, philologist, poet, warrior, and statesman, who lived in 
Spain at the time of the Moorish rule.

Movement II – SLAUGHTER: The second movement touches on the 

experience of war itself and of the suffering inflicted on people during 
times of war. “About the Slaughter” by Haim Nachman Bialik (1873-
1934), Israel’s national poet, is the source material. Bialik wrote 
prolifically about the Jewish experience in Eastern Europe at the turn of 
the 20th century. The second movement when performed alone is titled 
Savage Overture.


