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Director receives 
honorary doctorate 
Turkish university recognizes Tray/or's contribu
tions to international relations 
!CASALS director Idris R Traylor, Jr., 
was awarded an honorary doctoral 
degree by Karadeniz Technical Univer
sity (K.TU) in Trabzon, Turkey, May 20. 
According to KTU officials, Traylor 
was awarded the doctorate in recogni
tion of his invaluable 
studies on Russian and East 
European history, his ad
ministrative and consulta
tion experiences in interna
tional relations, his teach
ing abilities, and his coun
selling of and assistance to 
KTU's students studying at 
Texas Tech. 

In a statement made to 
Texas Tech's Office of 
News and Publications, 
Traylor said, "I am quite 
overwhelmed and im
mensely pleased. It came 
as a surprise. I am honored 
to be affiliated with 
Karadeniz Technical 
University through this 
recognition:" 

the United States, Turkey, and.the 
republics of the former Soviet Union to 
an audience of approximately 1,500 
people. His address focused on Tur-

(Continued, see Traylor, page 5) 

Traylor received the 
award during a ceremony 
that commemorated the 
37th anniversary of the · 
Turkish university. At the 
ceremony, Traylor deliv
er~d an address on the 
changing relations among 

President Aydin Dumanoglu (left), Karadeniz Technical 
University, presents to Idris Rhea Traylor, Jr., director of 
/CASALS, the special plaque that accompanied the degree. 



Nguyen assists in development 
of biotechnology program 
Henry Nguyen•, associate professor of agronomy, horticulture, ·and entomology, 
was a visiting professor at Middle East Technical University (METU) from mid
October to mid-November 1991 as a participant in the Texas Tech-METU affili
ation. METU is establishing a biotechnology program and sought Nguyen' s 
expertise as it proceeds to organize the program and develop an appropriate 
curriculum. Through Nguyen' s contacts in Turkey, METU's biotechnology 
program will be able to expand to meet the research demands and needs of the 
country. Nguyen worked closely with Ufuk Giinduz, chairman ofMETU's De
partment of Biotechnology. 

Most significant among Nguyen's contacts was Aytekin Berkman, technical 
director of Turkey' s GAP project. The GAP project is an agricultural project 
designed to provide southeastern Turkey with irrigation capabilities. From an 
agricultural standpoint, southeastern Turkey is poorly developed due to a lack of 
water. Scientists involved with the project explore the possibilities for irrigation 
and support research projects to improve all aspects of agriculture in that region, 
aiming to create a complete infrastructure overall. 

Berkman identified significant areas of research to which METU could con
tribute and suggested ways in which the biotechnology curriculum could be 
organized to provide student training to meet the GAP project' s needs. Nguyen 
will continue to help METU identify and develop these areas and offer guidance 
as to how the program might progress to continually meet research demands, es
pecially with regard to the GAP project. According to Nguyen, areas of concen
tration will include agricultural development, irrigation, management practices, 
and crop variety development. 

At METU, Nguyen worked with Meral Yiicel, who conducted post-doctoral 
research under Nguyen at Texas Tech two years ago, to establish her research 
program. Together they contacted the Ministry of Agriculture and visited its 
research center where researchers are currently exploring wheat stress. Fahri 
Altay, director of the ministry's research center, METU officials, and Nguyen are 
discussing the possibility of conducting joint research on wheat stress. This 
contact, as well as that made with researchers on the GAP project, will again 
involve METU faculty members and students in meeting the agricultural research 
demands and needs of the country. 

Nguyen's contact with officials at the Ministry of Agriculture involved him, 
along with Yiicel and other METU faculty members, in a proposed project on 
wheat biotechnology and environmental stress. Drought and cold stress are the 
greatest limiting factors to wheat production in Turkey. The proposal, if success
ful, will be of major importance to Turkey and of interest to researchers at METU 
and Texas Tech. The project will provide another opportunity for students to 
receive advance training to meet Turkey's agricultural needs. 

In addition to Nguyen's extensive work to establish contacts for METU and to 
prepare joint research proposals, he also taught a graduate-level course on plant 
genetics and held three seminars for graduate students and faculty members in 
biology and biotechnology. He will continue to work with METU to identify 
areas of common interest between Texas Tech and METU in which joint propos
als could be developed, with a special concentration on training students. He is 
also attempting to identify funding that would enable METU faculty members to 
come to Texas Tech to conduct research and to teach. 

Texas Tech's affiliation with METU is coordinated by !CASALS. Director 
Idris R. Traylor• manages the programs. 
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Guest geographer 
discus·ses degradation 
in· Czechoslovakia 
By Gay Riggan 

F. Andrew Schoolmaster, professor and 
chairman of the Department of Geogra
phy, University ofNorth Texas, pre
sented a public lecture at Texas Tech in 
February titled "Environmental Degra
dation in Eastern Europe: A Case Study 
of the Czech Federated Republics." The 
lecture was an overview of Schoolmas
ter' s observations at a conference 
dealing with environmental issues in 
Eastern Europe, held last summer in 
Czechoslovakia. Schoolmaster was a 
member of a delegation of American 
geographers invited to participate in the 
conference, which was sponsored by the 
National Science Foundation, the 
Association of American Geographers, 
and the Czech Academy of Sciences. 

Schoolmaster presented slides 
depicting the magnitude of environ
mental degradation in the Czech and 
Slovak Federated Republics. Because 
degradation is so widespread, it has 
been estimated that it will cost a 
minimum of $20 billion to clean up the 
environment. 

Schoolmaster pointed out that all 
forms of degradation are not unique to 
Czechoslovakia, but are common 
throughout all of Eastern Europe. 
Environmental degradation, in the forms 
of air and water pollution, extensive 
land degradation, and deforestation, 
affects not only urban areas, but rural 
areas as well. There are considerable 
human health consequences, such as 
shorter life expectancies, chronic 
illnesses, and significantly higher cancer 
rates than in other countries of Europe. 

More than 100 Texas Tech students, 
faculty members, and staff persons, and 
citizens from the Lubbock community 
attended Schoolmaster' s lecture. Co
sponsors were the Department of 
Geography, the Russian Language and 
Area Studies program, Delta Phi 
Epsilon (the professional foreign service 
and international business fraternity), 
the Office of International Affairs, and 
!CASALS. 



Symposium celebrates cowboy lore and poetry 
National Cow,boy Symposium and Celebration gains momentum over previous years 
.. 

Keeping the history of the cowboy and 
the West alive, the fourth annual 
National Cowboy Symposiwn and 
Celebration kicked off May 28, 1992, 
for four days of exhibits, perfonnances, 
panel discussions, and recognition of the 
real cowboys of the American West. 
Approximately 12,500 cowboy enthusi-

asts visited the Texas Tech campus to 
join in the celebration, an increase of 
nearly 25 percent over last year's 
attendance. 

The symposiwn and celebration 
opened with a reception featuring more 
than 100 exhibits displaying everything 
from western wear to jewelry and from 

Cowboy enthusiasts of all ages browse through a variety of exhibits 
set up in the Courtyard of Texas Tech's University Center 

saddles and 
bridles to western 
art. An accompa
nying Book Fair 
included more 
than 30 exhibitors. 
Activities contin
ued Friday and 
Saturday with 
concurrent 
sessions of poetry, 
songs, stories, 
papers, and 
panels. Evening 
events featured 
perfonnances of 
music and poetry. 

Five cowboys 

were recognized for their respective 
contributions to cowboy culture. Re
cipients of this year's Cowboy Culture 
Awards were Red Steagall, music; 
Carlos Ashley, poetry; Stanley Frank, 
writing/publishing; Ben Johnson, 
movies/television; and Ace Reid, 
overall contribution. The Cowboy 
Culture Awards were sponsored by The 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal and were 
presented by its publisher, P. Scott 
McK.ibben. 

The prestigious T~m Blasingame 
Working Cowboy Award.was awarded 
to Everett Brisendine of Arizona. Bris
endine's 86 years as a cowboy include 
covered wagon rides through Oklahoma 
and Colorado in 1917, rodeoing in the 
early 20th century, and breaking horses. 
The national award recognizes ranching 
and working cowboys because it is with 
them that the cowboy lore and Western 
traditions that are celebrated today 
began. 

A chuckwagon cook-off, in which 14 
(Continued, see Cowboy, page 5) 

USIA incorpo~ates I CASALS in "Desertification and Environment" project 
Sudan is afflicted by desertification and· 
its impacts on the economy and global 
efforts toward resource conservation and 
environmental protection. In an effort 
to promote public awareness in Sudan 
on the dangers of desert encroachment 
and the need to take action, three 
Sudanese academicians participated in 
the United States Infonnation Agency 
(USIA)-sponsored single country project 
"Desertification and Envirorunent." 
The goal of the project is to be a 
catalyst for additional research and 
public debate on the issue of desertifica
tion, with awareness of U.S. environ
mental policy and global cooperative 
initiatives serving as a starting point. 

The three-member team from Khar
toum University in Sudan was invited to 
the U.S., and to !CASALS, under the 
auspices of the International Visitor 
Program of the USIA.- Their visit to 
Lubbock and to !CASALS was part of 
the second phase of their visit to the 

U.S. Faisal Tageldin Abush, director, 
National Center for Research and pro
fessor, Faculty of Science; Anned Abdel 
Rahman El-Agib, professor of engineer
ing; and Ali Ibrahim El-Khalil, director 
of planning, Mechanized Farming 
Corporation, met with professors and 
administrators at Texas Tech, May ·1. 

Meeting with the visitors were 
Richard Zartman•, professor of agron
omy, horticulture, and entomology; 
Carlton Britton•, professor of range and 

The success oftheproject 
relies on the ability of the 
particijJants to convey the 
information gained from 

their visit to the Sudanese 
public. 
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wildlife management; James Gregory•, 
professor of civil and agricultural 
engineering; Lloyd Urban•, director, 
Water Resources Center; and Harold 
Dregne•, Hom professor emeritus and 
special consultant to !CASALS. James 
Jonish•, deputy director of I CASALS, 
provided an overview of the center for 
the visitors prior to their scheduled 
meetings. 

The success of the project relies on 
the ability of the participants to convey 
the infonnation gained from their visit 
to the Sudanese public. Because Sudan 
has such a large rural population, it 
must begin by educating and infonning 
its public, raising consciousness on 
farms and in villages, of the dangers of 
desert encroachment and the urgent 
need to take corrective action. This 
approach will encourage the cooperation 
and support of a country-wide and 
regional effort to save ·the environment 
at a grass-roots level. 



TTU-JUST affiliation facilitates curriculum development 
!CASALS hosted Ziad Kodah, chairman 
of the Department ofAgricultural 
Sciences, Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST), Irbid, Jordan. 
Kodah visited Texas Tech in May as 
part of the USIA-sponsored TTU-JUST 
affiliation, which is coordinated by 
!CASALS. 

As chainnan of JUST's Department 
of Agricultural Sciences, Kodah met 
with Texas Tech chairpersons and 
professors in the departments of 
agricultural, mechanical, and chemical 
engineering. His goal was to obtain · 
information needed to develop an upper 
level curriculum for JUST' s agricultural 
engineering students. His discussions 
focused on lab and credit hour require
ments, course outlines, textbooks, 
references, and lab equipment. 

Approximately 75 students are 
currently enrolled in JUST's agricultural 
engineering program, and the program 
gains about 40 new students each year. 
The five-year program is two years old 
and, according to Kodah, JIJST has 
planned each year's curriculum the year 
prior to its implementation, managing to 
stay one year ahead of advancing 
students. 

Kodah is now developirig the curricu- · 
lum for the finafthree years of the 
program. Third-year students will study 
agricultural engineering. Beginning 
with the fourth year, students choose 
their specialization from among food · 
engineering, irrigation engineering, and 
machinery and concentrate 
on these studies through 
the fifth year. For the first 
and second years, students 
concentrate on courses. iii . 
the College of Sciences 
and engineering in general. 

In additional business, 
Kodah met with chairper
sons in physics, biology, 
and engineering to discuss · 
the possibility of placing 
postdoctoral and graduate . 

nine-day visit to Texas Tech, May 18 
through May 29, Kodah stated that he 
looks forward to further enhancing the· 
affiliation between JUST and Texas 
Tech in general and with the College of 
Engineering in particular. 

. students in the departments 
here. This will further 
expand the TTU-JUST 
affiliation through student 
exchanges. Currently, six 
postdoctoral and graduate 
students from JUST are 
pursuing their studies at 
Texas Tech. 

Commenting on his 
Professor Ziad Kodah, Jordan University of Science and 
Technology, lrbid 

Professional associations hold annual conferences 
The Association for Arid Lands 
Studies (AALS) held its annual meeting 
in conjunction with the 35th annual 
conference of the _WeStem Social 
Science Association in April, in Denver, 
Colorado. AALS president Claud 
Davidson•, professor of geography at 
Texas Tech, presided over the annual 
business meeting. 

The membership voted by acclama
tion to accept the nominations of current 
vice president lames E. Humphries, 
East Texas State University, for presi
dent-elect and program chair for the 
1993 program; Kennet4 R. Weber, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, for vice 
president; and Idris R Traylor•, director 
ofICASALS, to serve another term as 
executive director. Eugene Shultz, of 
Washington Universify in St. Louis, . 

Missouri, succeeded Davidson as 
president of the AALS for 1992-93. 

In new business, the membership 
affirmed that all persons whose names 
appear on papers presented at the AALS 
program must be members of the 
association. It was decided also to 
eliminate the. publication of the program 
abstracts because they are printed With 
the abstracts of the W estem Social 
Science Association. Members also 
agreed to raise annual dues to $20 per 
person and established a category of 
student membership for $10 per annum. 
Membership in AALS entitles persons 
to atte~d the annual meeting and 
includes a subscriptiop. to the associa
tion's newsletter and its professional 
journal, Forum. As a last item of 
business, me~bers agreed to assess an 
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author's fee of $10 per ·page to cover the 
~osts of Forum. 

The next meeting of the AALS will 
be held in conjunction with the annual 
conference of the WSSA in April 1993, 

. in Corpus C:hristi, Texas. 
The AALS is headquartered at 

I CASALS. 

The Western Social Science Asso
ciation (WSSA) held its 35th annual 
conference in Denver, Colorado, last 
April. The three-day conference drew 
nearly 1,000 professionals and featured 
the presentations of approximately 700 
papers of both a disciplinary and inter
disciplinary nature. Session topics 
ranged from agricultural studies, anthro
pology, criminal justice, economics, 

(Continued, see WSSA, page 7) 



Cultural center offers workshop on Middle 
East for area teachers 
Current events in the Middle East, _ 
including the war in the Persian Gulf in 
1991, have reinforced the realization 
that the region is a significant cultural, 
economic, and p<>.litical force in world . 
affairs. the Middle East warrants a 
greater .knowledge and understanding by 
today' s youth of its history, religion, 
and ties to the West. 

To meet .that challenge, 30 social 
studies teachers from area public 
schools took advantage of "The Arab 
World: Opening the Window on the 
Middle East." The one-day workshop, 
sponsored by the Middle East Policy 
Council, the Lubbock Independent 
School District, and Texas Tech' s 
Office of International Affairs (OIA), 
introduced teachers to the history, 
religion, literature, art, and language of 
Middle Eastern countries .. Workshop · 
leaders provided the teachers with 
cre~ive, up-to-date teaching materials 
and showed them how to incorporate the 
lessons in a variety of classroom 
activities. 

Teachers indicated that the workshop 
was successful in facilitating a personal 
experience with Islamic studies, out
lining strategies for teaching about the 
Middle East in an interesting manner, 
providing useful and appropriate 
resource materials, and, most impor-. . 

Cowboy 
(Continued from page 3) 

chuckwagon cooks from New Mexico 
and Texas participated, celebrity 
cutting, team roping and penning, and 
sheepdog and trick-roping demonstra
tions rounded out the slate of events 
celebrating cowboy lore. 

The fourth annual Cowboy Sympo
sium and Celebration was sponsored by 
the Ranching Heritage Association of . 
Texas Tech with support from its · . 
national sponsor, Wrangler of Greens.,. 
boro, NC, and local sponsor, The 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. Alvin G. 
Davis, executive vice president and 

. general manager of the Ranching 

tantly, establishing a unified and 
committed relationship between area 
teachers and the Middle Eastern 
community in Lubbock in the task to 
educate area students about the Arab 
culture. 

The workshop was ,made possible by . 
a grant from the Middle East Policy 
Council; in Wa8hington, D.C. ,. and 
through the assi~ce· of.Audrey · 
Shabbas, executive director of the Arab 
World and Islamic Resources and 
School Services, and the International · · 
Institute oflslamic Thought. The work
shop al~ resulted in the receipt of 
grants from the National U.S.-Arab 
Relations Council and the Texas 
Committee ori U.S:-Arab ·Relations for 
the purchase of additional hands-on 
resource materials. 

The workshop was the first in a pro
posed series of workshops designed to 
assist area teachers to prepare curricula 
on different regions of the world for use 
in the classroom. The series is one of 
several planned intercultural programs 
and educational opportunities to be 
provided by the future International 
Cultural Center. 

Jacque Behrens, deputy director of 
OIA, was instrumental in securing the 
grant for the workshop. !CASALS is a 
unitofOIA. 

Heritage Association was chair
man of the event. Other sponsors 
of the event were the Lubbock 
City Council, the Lubbock 
Cultural Affairs Council, arid 
I CASALS. 

Representing Big Texan Steak Ranch of 
Amarillo, Texas, David Waddle plays 
the fiddle for a gathering crowd. _ 
Waddle, who regularly performs on 
stilts, captivates the youngsters with 
his height . 
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Traylor 
(Continued from page 1) 

key's pivotal location--0n the land 
bridge between Europe and Asia-and 
the country's being an ideal model for 
the new Islamic republics of Central 
Asia, as they evolve into modem 
progressive states. 

The decision to recognize.Traylor's 
contributions to the improvement of 
U.S.-Turkish relations was approved 
unanimously by the University Senate 
and president of KTU. 

Traylor has traveled to Turkey as a 
student, a guest lecturer, and a visiting 
professor many times over the past 30 
years .and has served on a U.S. trade 
mission to Turkey. He is an associate 

· professor of history, specializing in 
Russian history. Traylor earned his 
bachelor's and master's degrees in 

. 1957 and 1959, respectively, from the 
University of Texas, and in 1965 he 
received.his doctorate from Duke 
University. 

Traylor was among those instru
mental in establishing affiliation 
agreements between Texas Tech and 
Middle East Technical University in 
Ankara in 1984 and KTU in 1987. 
The affiliations facilitate the exchange 
of Texas Tech faculty members and 
Ttirkish students and faculty. 



Workshop addresses intercultural management skills 
The tenth annual International Manage
ment Workshop, held May 18-28, 
introduced international and U.S. 
students to an interdisciplinary perspec
tive on key aspects of leadership 
roles and management styles. 
The workshop is designed to 
prepare international students for 
their return home where many of 
them will assume positions in 
their local governments. The 
workshop also prepares U.S. 
students for work with develop
ment projects and international 
trade in foreign countries. 
Sixteen students participated in 
the workshop, representing nine 
countries in addition to the 
United States. 

the opportunity to practice decision
making and communication skills in an 
intercultural setting. In addition to 
leadership and management styles, the 

workshop also featured sessions on 
topics such as decision theory, conflict 
resolution, delegation of authority, and 
entry and re-entry transitions. 

Texas Tech faculty and staff 
members from academic affairs, 
agricultural sciences, arts and 
sciences, business administra
tion, continuing education, 
!CASALS, arid international 
affairs served as resource 
persons for the workshop. Field 
trips to Lubbock International 
Airport, Methodist Hospital, and 
Southwestern Public Service 
provided participants with an 

· opportunity to observe manage
ment styles in a variety of 
settings and circumstances. 

Through keynote speakers, 
group projects, and role-playing, 
the workshop coordinators 
stressed methods of improving 
management skills and tech
niques, especially with regard to 
developing countries. Analysis 
and discussion of realistic case 
studies provided students with 

Workshop participant Christine Farias (right), of India, 
receives a certificate signifying completion of the work
shop from Jacque S. Behrens~ deputy director, Office of 
International Affairs 

The workshop was sponsored 
by !CASALS and the Institute 
for Management and Leadership 
Research of the College of Busi
ness Administration at Texas 
Tech. James E. Jonish•, deputy 
·director of I CASALS, coordi
nated the annual event. 

International Week fosters understandh~g 
"Harmony Amidst Diversity" was the 
theme for Texas Tech's second amiual 
International Week, held February 16-
22. The event is designed to increase 
the competence of Texas Tech students 

. and the Lubbock community in their 
knowledge of other countries and 
foreign languages and to foster interna
tional friendships, mutual understand
ing, cooperation, and peace. 

At the opening ceremony, Lubbock 
Mayor B.C. "Peck" McMinn gave the 
official welcome and proclaimed 
February 16-22 " International Week" 
for Texas Tech and the city of Lubbock. 

Faculty, students, departments, and 
colleges throughout the university 
sponsored poster sessions, cultural 
displays, international projects, cultural 
artifacts, and intercultural exchange 
programs. Other events included the 
International Food Festival, sponsored 
by University Center Programs Cultural 
Exchange Committee, career seminars, 
tours, cross-cultural simulations, and a 

fashion and talent show. Presentations 
and panel discussions covered a range 
of topics including the global econ-

. omy, intercultural communication, the 
people and places of Asia, and interna
tional markets and competition. 

John Holliman, a CNN general 
assignment reporter based in Washing
ton, D.C., was the special guest 
speaker for International Week. Holli
man is best known for his part in 
CNN' s coverage of the conflict in the 
Persian Gulf. In his presentation, 
"From Baghdad to Tianenmen Square 
to Lubbock: Tuning Into the World," 
Holliman recounted personal experi
ences and provided insightful testi
mony of some of the tense moments 
during major turning points in world 
history. 

International Week is sponsored by 
the Office of International Affairs, of 
which !CASALS is a unit. Becky 
Gnmt, international student counselor, 
coordinated the week•s events. 
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Wood lecture held 
"The Overemphasis of Texas as a 
Source of Western Cattle Ranching" 
was presented by cultural geographer 
Terry G. Jordan as the eighth install
ment in the annual Charles L. Wood 
Agricultural History Lecture Series. 
Jordan holds the Walter Prescott Webb 
Chair at the University of Texas. He 
earned a Ph.D. in geography at the 
University of Wisconsin and taught at 
Arizona State University and the 
University of North Texas. Jordan is 
the author of several books, including 
Trails to Texas: Southern Roots· of 
Western Cattle Ranching, The American 
Backwoods Frontier, and the forthcom
ing North American Cattle Frontiers. 

Sponsors of the February 21 event 
were !CASALS, the Department of 
History, Arts and Sciences Honors 
Program, Southwest Collection, College 
of Arts and Sciences, College of Agri
cultural Sciences, and the Ranching 

(Continued, see Wood, page 7) 



Wood 
(Continued from page 6) 

Heritage Association. 
The agricultural history lecture series 

was first held in 1985 as a memorial to 
Texas Tech history professor Charles L. 
Wood (1937-1981). Although Wood' s 
stay at Texas Tech was brief, his 
enthusiasm and dedication to good 
teaching and careful scholarship, and his 
kind and gentle manner, touched 
students and colleagues alike. 

Wood lecture series publications may 
be ordered through !CASALS. 

Announcements 
The Red Data Book of Egypt has been 
released by The Palm Press, in Cairo. It 
is the first volume in the series created 
to provide a unique and comprehensive 
survey of the endangered plant species 
of Egypt. Extensive field work and 
careful analysis of recent data make this 
series the standard reference for 
professional botanists, ecologists, and 
geographers. 

The first volume, Woody Perennials, 
comprises a total of 142 species; 
providing for each the Latin name and 
current synonyms, the degree to ~hich 
it is threatened, distribution, habitat and 
ecology, conservation measures, as well 
as the priority and potential value of the 
species, and identifying characteristics. 

Woody Perennials can be ordered 
from the Palm Press, 34 Al Mansour 
Muhammad St., Al-Zamalek, Cairo, 
Egypt. The cost is U.S. $25. 

Threatened herbaceous taxa of Egypt 
is scheduled to be published in 1993. 

The Center for International Re
search and Training in Agriculture 
(CIRTA) is building a registry of people 
interested in international agricultural 
development. Applicants must have a 
strong interest in working overseas on 
short- or long-term assignments. 
Applicants possessing experience in an 
overseas environment, knowledge of a 
foreign language, and a Ph.D. in an 
agricultural field and/or several years of 
proven work experience are desirable. 

CIRTA provides custom research 
services to U.S. and foreign chemical, 

WSSA 
(Continued from page 4) 

history, and political science to border
lands studies, Slavic studies, cultures in 
a global context, resources and public 
land use, arid lands studies, symbolic 
interaction, and women's studies. 

WSSA president Idris R Traylor•, 
executive director of the Office of 
International Affairs and director of 
!CASALS, presided over the annual 
business meeting and delivered the 
presidential address. He was succeeded 

fertilizer, and seed companies, trains 
foreign and U.S. technical personnel 
and scientists in agricultural technology, 
and assists in international agriculture 
development and cooperation through 
consulting. 

For more information, write CIRTA, 
RRl, P.O. Box 478, Parkersburg, Iowa 
50665. The telephone number is (319) 
346-2681; the fax number is (319) 346-
2682. If expressing interest in future 
projects, please include a resume. 

Geotechnica, the International Fair 
and Congress for Geosciences and 
Technology is scheduled for May 5-8, 
1993, in Cologne, Germany. More than 
500 exhibitors and 20,000 professionals 
are expected to attend the show. 

On display will be innovative 
products from industries, scientific insti
tutes, and research laboratories, all 
relevant to the preservation of ecosys
tems and the conservation of natural 
resources. 

The international event will feature 
displays and information on the follow
ing topics: environmentally conscious 
utilization of resources, acquisition of 
information, sanitizing and landscaping, 
preventive action and environmental 
protection measures, and environmental 
politics and its acceptance. 

For more information contact 
KolnMesse, Cologne International 
Trade Fairs, Inc., German American 
Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 666 Fifth 
Avenue, 21st Floor, New York, NY 
10103-0165. The telephone number is 
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by President-Elect Kathleen Brook, of 
New Mexico State University. Brook 
assumed the position of president-elect 
and program chair for the 1992 program 
when William Ray, Texas Christian 
University, found it necessary to resign 
from the position. Andrew Schoolmas
ter, University of North Texas, accepted 
the position of president-elect and 
program chair for the 1993 program that 
will be held in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

(212) 974-8836/37 and the fax number 
is (212) 974-8838. 

The New Mexico Conference on the 
Environment, sponsored by the 
governor of the state ofNew Mexico 
and the New Mexico Environment 
Department, will be held in Albuquer
que September 13-15, 1992. The 
conference will provide a forum for the 
exchange of technical information and 
the public discussion of environmental 
policies. 

National and local speakers are 
scheduled and 300 abstracts have been 
received. Participants· eitpected to 
attend the conference include represen
tatives of businesses subject to environ
mental regulation, members of environ
mental groups, government agency 
staff, environmental contractors, 
scientists and academicians, and the 
general public from throughout the 
Southwest. 

The conference will include a Trade 
Show and Exhibition featuring vendors 
of environment-related products, 
services and equipment, as well as 
public interest exhibits. Booths will 
also be available in a Career Comer fea
turing information about training and 
employment opportunities in environ
mental fields. Information about the 
conference and exhibit opportunities 
may be obtained by contacting the Con
ference Coordinator, Institute of Public 
Law, 1117 Stanford N.E., Albuquerque, 
NM 8713 l. The phone number is (505) 
277-5006. 



University of Oklahoma Press 
1005 Asp Avenue 

Norman, OK 73019 

Global Patterns: Climate, Vegetation, 
and Soils 
Author: Wallace E. Akin 
1991, 380 pages 
U.S. S45.00, hardback 

Akin describes how life on Earth is dominated 
by three interreleated patterns--dimate, 
vegetation, and soils-and reveals the complex 
ways in which each affects and is affected by 
the others, always providing the background 
that students and general readers alike need to 
understand about such global environmental 
problems as climatic changes, destruction of 
rain forests, pollution of air and water, and 
degradation of soils. Numerous illustrations 
and photographs illustrate major concepts. 

From the Gold Rush to Deregulation: 
Banking in the American West 
Authors: Lynne Pierson Doti and Larry 
Schweikart 
1991, 336 pages 
U.S. $38.50, hardback 

In this first comprehensive overview of western 
banking history and trends, the authors examine 
16 states from the mid-1800s to the· present. 
The authors explore the roles of entrepreneurs, 
the effects of regulation, and the interaction 
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Books in Review 
between bankers and their communities in 
promoting economic growth. The authors 
describe these and other developments, such 
as the Great Depression, as well as institutions 
and individuals who shaped banking in the 
West. Technological and political changes 
that continue to change the way banks do 
business also are examined. 

University of Arizona Press 
1230 N. Park Avenue, Suite 102 

Tucson, AZ 85719-4140 

Thirst for Growth: Water Agencies as 
Hidden Government in California 
Authors: Robert Gottlieb and Margaret 
FitzSimmons 
1991, 286 pages 
U.S. $35.00, hardback 

The authors take a long, .bard look at the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, the San Diego County Water 
Authority, the Kern County Water Agency, 
the Imperial Irrigation District, and groundwater 
agencies representing Burbank and the San 
Gabriel Valley in relation to the California 
drought. The authors demonstrate that from 
the beginning, growth and development have 
topped the agendas of these agencies, thus, 
having gradually worked to destroy the very 
quality ofli fe they helped to create. Their book 
is meant to begin a critique of the agencies in 
order to explore new forms of agency planning, 
governance, and public policy. 

Birds of the Lower Colorado River Valley 
Authors: Kenneth V. Rosenberg, Robert D. 
Ohmart, William c: Hunter, and Bertin w. 
Anderson · 
1991, 416 pages 
U.S. $40.00, cloth · 

This book documents changes in the ecosystem 
along a 200-mile stretch of the Colorado River. 
The book is both a glimpse of disappearing 
native plants and a rich source of information 
on birds in the area and where to find them, 
answering many questions about the birds' 
ecological needs as well. Information in the 
book will be useful to the scholar, the 
conservationist, and the avid birder. Maps, 
bird counts, and bar charts displaying the 
seasonal status and habitat of each species are 
included. 

Where the Strange Roads Go Down 
Authors: Mary del Villar and Fred del Villar 
1991, 244 pages 
U.S. $14.95, paper 

First published in 1953, this is a true story of 
two New Yorkers who set out on a three
month, thousand-mile walk across rural Mexico. 
Unlike colonists who seek to possess unknown 
lands, these travelers sought to be possessed 
by them, writes Susan Hardy Aiken in a new 
foreword. Told before the advent of so-called 
civilization and covering miles of rugged temlin, 
their story, writes Aiken, '"is transporting in 
every sense of the word." 
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