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The Sixth International Conference on 
Development of Dry Lands will be held 
fromAugust22-27, 1999 at LeMeridien 
Pyramids Hotel in Giza, Egypt. The 
conference, Desert Development: 
Challenges Beyond the Year 2000, will 
be held under the auspices of the 
International Drylands Development 
Commission (IDDC) in cooperation with 
the International Center for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
and hosted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Reclamation of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt and other , 
national and international organizations~ ·. 
according to Adel El-Beltagy, Chari man 

Texas Tech University's Archive of . of the Organizing International . 
Turkish Oral Narrative has new Committee and President of the iDDC. 

Earlier conferences have been held archivist, page 4 
Metin Ekici, a Turkish native, has in Cairo, Beijing, People's Republic of 
accepted the position of Associate China and Mexico City, Mexico. 
Archivist at the Archive of Turkish Oral The Fifth International Desert 

Development Conference was held in 
Narrative, which was begun by Warren 

Lubbock, Texas at Texas Tech 
Walker* and his wife, Barbara, who have 
devoted nearly 40 years of their lives University in August, 1996. Idris Rhea 
collectingand recording Turkish folklore. Traylor Jr.*, Executive Director of the 

Office oflnternational Affairs, serves as 

Playa Lake/Ogallala Aquifer 
digital library housed at Texas 
Tech, page 5 
The Playa Lake/Ogallala Aquifer 
Research Bibliography and Full Text 
Resource is a digital library of citations, 
abstracts, images, and full text articles 
useful to managers, engineers, and 
biologists working on playas around the 
world and the Ogallala Aquifer. 

* Denotes an ICASALS Associate 
throughout newsletter. 

Vice President of the IDDC. 
This conference will provide 

participants an opportunity to exchange 
research results and experiences in 
desert development among colleagues 
from around the world and to promote 
international cooperation. 

Topics to be addressed include: 
application of new technologies and 
technology transfer; soil and water 
conservation and degradation; range 
management and forage and livestor,k 

production; conservation of biodiversity; 
ethno-botany; application of 
biotechnology for improvement of stress 
resistance; stress physiology; renewable 
energy; indigenous/traditional 
knowledge and heritage; sustainable 
development of oases; population and 
desert communities; and socioeconomic 
studies. There also will be a special 
session on the implementation of the 
Convention for Combating 
Desertification. 

Proceedings from the Fifth 
International Desert 

Development Conference are 
available from I CASALS. 

See story page 2. 

A field trip sponsored by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation and the Agricultural 
Research Center has also been planned. 
The trip is to provide an overview of 
Egypt' s past, present and anticipated 
future contributions to agricultural 
research and development in the areas of 
interest to the participants. 

Participants will be invited to a 
sound and light show at the site of the 
pyramids. This show is sponsored by the 
Ministry of Tourism. Also, a dinner on a 
Nile cruise sponsored by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Reclamation, will 
be offered. The Ministry of Culture will 

(Continued, see Desert, page 3) 



Rodents are culprits responsible for 
causing many illnesses in arid climates 
Individuals residing in semiarid and arid 
environments who inadvertently disturb 
the habitation of rodents are often 
susceptible to sometimes highly 
infectious diseases, which in some cases 
may be fatal. Ronald Warner, Associate 
Professor of Clinical Preventive 
Medicine at the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center, said that there 
are many infectious diseases that are 
unique to certain areas of the world. 

However, some common infectious 
diseases found in arid and semiarid areas 
are caused by humans coming in contact 
with rodents. The reason for rodents 
being such a pest in these climates is 
because they easily adapt to the dry 
conditions. 

"Rodents don' t require a lot of water 
and basically eat seeds," he said. "They 
become a problem when humans 
establish villages and towns, and the 
rodents move in for food. They easily 
adapt to these conditions and exploit 
human habitations." 

Warner stressed that not all arid and 
semiarid areas of the world are plagued 
with the same infectious diseases. 

"For example, coccidioidomycosis is 
a fungal disease also known as Valley 
Fever, and it is found in Arizona and 
California," he said. ''This fungus likes to 
grow around openings in rodent 
burrows. Humans digging around those 

burrows can inhale the fungus which 
causes disease of the lungs and affects 
the long bones of the skeleton." 

He said that coccidioidomycosis 
also can be found in parts of south 
Texas, Argentina, Paraguay, Colombia, 
Venezuela, Mexico and Central America. 

"Another disease carried by rodents 
is the hantavirus," he said. "Hantavirus 
can be found not only in arid and 
semiarid lands, but other environments 
as well." 

Warner, who served in the military in 
Korea, said that a number of U.S. 
Marines were struck with the hantavirus 
in Korea in 1987. 

"They were parachuting into Korean 
rice fields in the winter and decided to 
use the rice shocks in trenches they were 
building to keep warm," he said. "When 
they took the rice shocks into the 
trenches, they shook them and came 
down with the virus because rats had 
used the shocks for shelter. We Jost 
some. Marines to the hantavirus." 

Another potentially dangerous 
disease transmitted by rats is 
leptospirosis, which is a bacteria that 
settles in the urinary tract of humans. 
Outbreaks of this disease occur among 
individuals who are exposed to fresh 
rivers, canal and lake water contaminated 
by urine of domestic and wild animals, 
according to the Control of 

Communicable Diseases in Man 
publication. 

"Generally people who are swimming 
acquire it," Warner said. "The symptoms 
are fever, chills and shakes. The bacteria 
affects the liver, and people who have it 
can tum yellowish in color. It can be 
fatal." 

Warner said the disease is spread 
when rats transfer bacteria to other 
animals, such as those on dairy farms. 

"It could be a long chain ofinfection 
because it can go from the rat to the farm 
animal to humans," he said. "Domestic 
farm animals should be vaccinated to 
prevent this from occurring." 

Leishmaniasis is another potentially 
deadly disease transmitted by rodents in 
arid and semiarid climates, such as parts 
of Texas, Mexico, much of Central and 
South America, Pakistan, China, and some 
areas in the Middle East and Africa. 

"People get infected when they 
invade a rodent's territory," Warner said. 
"Leishmaniasis is a type of protozoan 
which is transmitted by sand flies that get 
the organism from rats or other mammals. 
Cotton rats are the source of the disease 
in south Texas, while the gerbil and dog 
causes it in the Middle East. 

"When the infected sand fly comes 
in contact with humans, it tries to find an 

(Continued, See Humans, page 6) 

Proceedings from the Fifth International Desert 
Development Conference are available from I CASALS 
The proceedings from the Fifth 
International Desert Development 
Conference have been published and are 
available to the public. The conference, 
held in 1996, was hosted by Texas Tech 
University. More than 200 
representatives from 40 countries 
participated in the conference, which was 
held under the auspices of the 
International Desert Development 
Commission, in cooperation with the 
Office oflnternational Affairs and its 

International Center for Arid and 
Semiarid Land Studies at Texas Tech 
University, and with other national and 
international organizations. The United 
Nations Environment Programme also 
provided a generous grant for the 
conference proceedings to be 
published. 

The two-volume publication 
includes papers which cover desert 
development, desert environments, 
plant resources, animal and range 
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resources, desert agriculture, soil and 
water conservation, water resources and 
human responses in arid lands. Papers 
from the symposia and poster sessions 
are also included in the proceedings 
publication. 

The cost for the two volumes is U.S. 
$30. Checks should be made out to 
!CASALS. Anyone interested in 
purchasing a copy of the proceedings 
should call 806-742-2218, fax 806-742-
1954 or e-mail a 1 slw@ttu.edu. 



Quaternary scientists uncover similarities between 

the Texas Southern Plains and Argentine Pampas 
Quaternary scientists from Lubbock, 
Texas, and Argentina have 
discovered that the two areas have 
much in common, as both share 
similar climates, types of animals and 
cultures. A quaternary scientist is 
someone who works on an 
interdisciplinary basis that covers the 
period of the last two million years. 
Eileen Johnson*, Curator of 
Anthropology at the Museum of 
Texas University and Director of the 
Lubbock Lake 
Landmark, is a 
quaternary scientist 
who is involved 
with geology, 
paleontology, 
archeology and 
climatology. 

For seven 
years, Johnson and 

Southern Plains and Argentine Pampas." 
Both the country of Argentina and 

the state of Texas, which is in the United 
States, are located in the Americas. 
Argentina is in South America and the 
United States is in North America. The 
word "Pampas," which are located in 
Argentina, means "grasslands." They are 
found in the southeastern portion of the 
country and include more than 400 miles, 
ranging from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Andes Mountains. The grasslands of the 

"We want to educate the public 
about the fact that these two places are 
very similar," Barboza said. ' 'The 
Southern High Plains or Llano Estacado 
has a twin area in Argentina. They both 
have flatlands or grasslands, cowboys or 
gauchos, Native Americans, and similar 
animals roamed the areas about the same 
period of time." 

Johnson and Politis have spent 
many years studying the stone and 
animal remains left by prehistoric 

individuals to 

Gustavo Politis, The climate and environment of the Southern High Plains and the Argentine Pampas are so 
Professor of much alike that many might have trouble differentiating between the two landscapes. The 

determine how they 
lived up to 12,000 
years ago. Through 
their research they 
have found the 
vegetation and 
weather to be similar, 
as well as the types 
of animals they used 
and weaponry 
developed for 
hunting large 
mammals. 

Anthropology at photo on the left is of Argentina, and the one on the right was taken in the Southern High 
the Universidad Plains. Photos courtesy of The Museum of Texas Tech University. 

de la Plata and the Universidad Nacional Southern Plains in the United States 
de! Centro at Olavarria in Argentina, have 
been studying the geographical, 
geological, cultural, and archeological 
similarities between the Texas Southern 
High Plains and the Pampas of 
Argentina. The result of their work was 
an exhibit at the Museum of Texas Tech 
University, titled" 12,000 Years 
Uncovered: Archaeology on the 

extend from southeastern Colorado and 
Oklahoma into Texas and eastern New 
Mexico. 

Felix Barboza Retana, Education 
Specialist at the Museum of Texas Tech 
University, said the exhibit is the result of 
a collaborative effort between these 
researchers on the Southern High Plains 
and the Argentine Pampas. 

"The researchers found that both 
areas had very little water, were hot, 
windy, flat and had grasslands," 
Barboza said. ' 'They also discovered 
that cultures developed in similar ways. 
In the last couple of centuries, the 
cattle industry developed in both 
countries. On the Southern Plains, 
people involved with cattle were called 

(Continued, see Scientists, page 8) 

Desert conf ere nee offers participants a variety of events 
(Continued from page 1) 

host a cultural evening. Invitations for all 
of the events will be issued upon 
registration. 

A desert development exhibition will 
be organized at the hotel for the major 
companies and institutions working in 
desert agriculture and agriculture-related 
fields so they can display their products. 

The conference will be presented in 
the English language. After the 

conference, participants will have the 
opportunity for a three-day excursion to 
ICARD A, located in Syria. 

Accommodations will be at Le 
Meridien Pyramids Hotel, next to the 
Giza Pyramids. Single or double 
occupancy rates for non-Egyptian 
participants is U.S. $69. Single or double 
occupancy rates for Egyptians is L.E. 
225 . Rates include buffet breakfast and 
taxes. For more information, the phone 
numberofthe hotelis 202 383 0383 or 
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202383 0772and fax number is202384 
1993or2023831730. 

For more information about the 
conference or for any questions, 
contact Adel El-Beltagy, Chariman of 
theOrganizingintemational Committee, 
International Center for Agricultural 
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARD A), 
P.0.Box2416,Cairo, Egyptorphone 
2025724358or202 5725 785; fax202 
5728 099. The e-mail address is 
ICARDA-CAIRO@CGNET.COM. 



Texas Tech University's Archive of 
Turkish Oral Narrative has new archivist 
Warren Walker* and his wife, Barbara, 
have devoted nearly 40 years of their 
lives to collecting and recording Turkish 
folklore that has been passed from 
generation to generation, which might 
have forever been lost had it not been 
for their diligent work to preserve these 
stories for others to enjoy. 

The Walkers traveled to Turkey in 
1961, where he was a senior Fulbright 
lecturer and she taught English at a 
school in Ankara. 

"Barbara and I had been collecting 
American folklore for about 15 years 
before we went to Turkey," he said. 
"While we were in Turkey we noticed 
that there were a number of folktales, 
riddles, folksongs and proverbs being 
told. But there was not a single book in 
English published about Turkish 
folktales." 

The Walkers began to collect 
Turkish folktales so they could be 
published and shared with others not 
fam il.iar with these stories. 

"We collected all we wanted to 
publish a book or two, which is all we 
had originally intended to publish," he 
said. "However, we ended up publishing 
book after book and article after article 
about the Turkish folktales." 

The Walkers' efforts, along with 

those of a Turkish professor named 
Ahmet E. Uysal, resulted in the Archive 
ofTurkish Oral Narrative, which officially 
opened in 1971 and was housed in the 
English Department at Texas Tech 
University. Walker is director of the 
Archive and Mrs. Walker is curator. 

Metin Ekici recently joined the A rchive of 
Turkish Oral Na"ative as associate archivist 

"In 1980 the Archive moved to the 
Library and was officially recognized as a 
research facility at Texas Tech," Walker 
said. " When we established the Archive, 
we wanted to place it at Texas Tech 
because a collection like this brings other 

people to our university. Anyone who is 
going to do serious study on Turkish 
folktales can get the data here and have it 
documented." 

Walker said that other prestigious 
universities, such as the University of 
London and the University of 
Pennsylvania, wanted to have the 
Archive housed on their campuses, but 
Texas Tech landed the collection. Texas 
Tech University and various educational 
institutions in Turkey have established 
affiliations through the years, some of 
which involve the Office of International 
Affairs and its I CASALS division. 

Through the years, the Walkers 
have been solely responsible for 
collecting, indexing and recording all of 
the information in the Archive. In 1986, 
Walker retired so that he could devote 
his entire time to the Archive. However, 
after many years of being the only 
individuals re£ponsible for the upkeep of 
the Archive, the Walkers decided they 
needed additional help and a search 
committee was formed. After two years, 
the search was over when Metin Ekici, .a 
Turkish native, accepted the position of 
Associate Archivist at the Archive of 
Turkish Oral Narrative. 

(Continued, see Ekici, page 9) 

ICASALS sponsors 17•h annual International 

Management Workshop in International Cultural Center 
Nearly 60 students from Texas Tech 
University attended the l 71h annual 
International Management Workshop, 
which was held May 17-24, 1999, in the 
International Cultural Center and 
sponsored by !CASALS. 

The world is increasingly 
becoming a global marketplace of 
goods, services and ideas, and to meet 
these demands universities must 
produce graduates who possess 
cultural sensitivity, as well as technical 
expertise in many international 

operations. 
The International Management 

Workshop, begun in 1983, has provided 
an overview of management in an 
international context to several hundred 
Texas Tech students from every college 
and from many different countries. The 
exposure to highly qualified instructors 
and visits to successful businesses and 
organizations add valuable dimensions to 
the course. 

The workshop is designed to present 
an interdisciplinary perspective on key 
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aspects of leadership roles and 
management styles. Analysis and 
discussion of realistic case studies are 
provided so the students have an 
opportunity to practice decision making 
and communication skills in an 
intercultural group. Management field 
trips to local public and private 
organizations, such as city government, 
health facilities and local businesses are 
offered. Participants also have the 
option of registering for three hours 
credit after completing the workshop. 



Playa Lake/Ogallala Aquifer digital library 
housed at Texas Tech University Libraries 
By Bill Johnson and Marina Oliver 
Texas Tech University Libraries 

Texas Tech University (TIU) is the international center ofresearch into all aspects of playa lakes. It is located in Lubbock, Texas, 
the heart of''playa country'', which fosters many pure and applied research projects related to playas. 

The Playa Lake Bibliography began with a simple idea. A research group from the Midwest contacted TIU Libraries, 
requesting information on playa lakes. They had been awarded a research grant to investigate these interesting wetland features 
but encountered difficulty in gathering information on relevant research literature. They were able to identify TTU Libraries as an 
important repository of information. A list of holdings, primarily theses and dissertations, was provided and the researchers were 
queried as to the potential value of providing more of this information online. They responded affirmatively and work was begun. 

The Playa Lake/Ogallala Aquifer Research Bibliography and Full Text Resource is a digital library of citations, abstracts, 
images, and full text articles useful to managers, engineers, and biologists working on playas around the world and the Ogallala 
Aquifer. Citations are grouped into two broad categories: biological systems and physical processes. Each of these broad subjects 
is further subdivided into three topics: aquatic, terrestrial, and wildlife ecology; plus geology, hydrology, and soils. A land 
management section exists for material which is general or historical in nature, and of course ifit relates to specific management 
issues. A section devoted to water rights is included and a GIS component is under development. Citations are. arranged by title 
and indexed by author, subject, and geographic region. A directory of institutions and agencies working on playas is also 
provided along with a Web page ofrelated Internet sites. 

Value added features include a form whereby anyone may suggest adding a citation to the bibliography. A search engine is 
now operational and a threaded discussion forum may take place online with colleagues around the world working on related 
research topics. Site statistics suggest that there is growing interest in playas and work is underway to add more ful I text 
documents and bibliographic citations. 

The city of Lubbock, located on the Southern High Plains, supports a population ofapproximately 193,000 people. City 
engineers estimate there are roughly I 00 playa lakes within the city limits. Therefore, information gained from playa lake research 
plays a crucial role in the day to day life of the citizens ofLubbock. For example, due to the region's nearly flat topography, playas 
are used as part of the city's drainage and flood control system. Also, durin·g recent years the city has experienced an explosion 
ofnew housing construction. Therefore, developers have been allowed to build adjacent to playa lakes. However, to do this, the 
developer must first modify the existing playa lake by removing sediment from the center and using it to fill around the margin 
thereby recovering some of the lake area. Playa lake modification is permitted only ifthe lake's volume is maintained. This process 
serves two purposes, it provides more area for housing and allows the lakes to capture and store water more frequently and 
uniformly, therefore, providing a habitat for many types of waterfowl. 

(Continued, see Texas Tech, page 7) 

Texas Tech former Dean of Education serves as interim dean in Saudi Arabia 
Elaine Jarchow*, former Dean of the 

College ofEducation at Texas Tech 
University, is completing her first year as 
interim dean of Dar Al-Hekma (House of 

Wisdom), in Saudi 
Arabia and plans to 
stay for a second year. 
She was invited by the 
Texas International 
Education Consortium 
(TIEC) to be a major 
consultant to assist 
TIEC in obtaining a 

Jarchow contract to design a 

women's university in Saudi Arabia. 
Jarchow was offered a one-year contract 
to act as interim dean of the college. 

Dar Al-Hekma will open in 
September 1999andhave400women 

enrolled. Administrators hope that within 
four years the school will have 1,500 
students, Jarchow said. Among her 
duties is to help hire the 40 faculty and 20 
staff members of the college. 

Because very few staff mem hers 
have been hired, Jarchow has stretched 
her expertise into the worlds of student 
affairs, finance, outsourcing, bookstore 
management, transportation, admissions, 
enrollmentmanagementand purchasing. 
Jarchow said she finds her work 
rewarding, despite the challenges she 
faces working in another country. 

"My work is both productive and 
:frustrating," she said. "I am learning 
about a very different culture and way of 
doing business. Sometimes I want to 
move projects too quickly. The women 
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with whom I work truly care about this 
new college and seek to be empowered, 
and the men wish to create a 
prestigious college for women." 

Jarchow said she is enjoying the 
opportunity to live in a different 
country. 

"Although I miss my fam ily, the 
people are wonderful," she said. "I have 
many :friends in both Saudi and 
expatriate society. I enjoy playing 
duplicate bridge, snorkeling in the Red 
Sea, eating in fantastic restaurants and 
shopping." 

She said that she is reaping 
rewards from this project. 

" I will be richer for this experience," 
she said. "I am lucky to work among 
Saudis and regional personnel." 



German forefathers honored for agricultural 
contributions on the Llano Estacado 
Texas Tech University is preparing to 
host an exhibit which recognizes the 
agricultural contributions ofGerman
Texans in the semiarid Llano Estacado 
region, which is comprised of the High 

/ Plains of 
northwest 
Texas and 
stretches into 
eastern New 
Mexico. This 
exhibit, made 
possible by a 
grant from the 
Gennan 

Hank Smith. Photo courtesy government, is 
of Georgia Mae Ericson. scheduled for 

October 1999, and will beheld in Texas 
Tech University's International Cultural 
Center. 

The Consul-General of the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Houston), 
Wolfgang Moser, and Dennis Bixler, 
Chairman of the Agricultural Art and 
Science Foundation in Annapolis, 
Maryland, visited the Llano Estacado 
region in February in preparation for the 
exhibit. They visited with Texas Tech 
faculty, toured the International Cultural 
Center, and viewed surrounding canyon 
lands stretching to Palo Duro Canyon 
and Amarillo, where they were hosted for 
several days. 

According to Bixler, the exhibit, 
which is booked through the year 2002, 
has been seen by more than one million 
people in 22 cities and 11 states in the 
United States since 1995. The exhibit 
will include information about the 
influence of Germans in establishing 
rural comm unities throughout Texas; 
the stories ofHenry J. Heinz, Frederich 
Weyerhaeuser and Oscar Meyer; 19th 
CenturyGerman and American gardens; 
and theGerman influence on wine 
making in Texas, Pennsylvania, 
California and Ohio. 

Meredith McClain*, director of the 
Southwest Center for German Studies, 
has accepted the responsibility of 
coordinating four Texas venues for the 
exhibit titled, "The Contributions of 
German Immigrants to American 
Agriculture." In addition to the exhibit, 
McClain plans to use grant funds to 
create up to 12 panels that document 
the specific German heritage of the 
Llano Estacado. 

"This is the first time the exhibit, 
which was created in 1995, will be seen 
in Texas," McClain said. "We would like 
to have showings in the Austin/German 
Hill Country, San Antonio and the 
Houston/industry area as well." 

McClain said Germans made 
significant contributions to agriculture 

on the Llano Estacado and this exhibit will 
provide an educational opportunity to 
highlight their work in this area. 

"The important historical aspect is 
that two major pioneers in this area, Hank 
Smith (Germany 1836-Blanco Canyon 
1912), the first experimental farmer and 

rancher,and 
Father Joseph 
Reisdorff 
(Germanyl840-
Slaton 1922), 
the first 
colonizer of 
communities, 
were both from 
Germany." 

She 
explained that Rev. Joseph Reisdoiff. 

Photo courtesy of the 
Smith was born Southwest Collection/ 

' . 

in Bavaria in Special Collection Library 
1836, the same 

year that Texas was established as a 
republic. 

"He came to America as a child and 
he finally settled in Fort Griffin, which is 
located in northwest Texas," she said. 
"Hank Smith and his wifeElizabeth left 
Fort Griffin to come to live in a rock 
house on Nov. 14, 1878 at Mount Blanco. 
It was that earliest settling when hardly 

(Continued, see Legacy, page 8) 

Humans advised to use caution around rodent habitats 
(Continued from page 3) 

opening such as the edge of the mouth, 
eyelid, nose or a break in the skin and it 
settles there," Warner said. "Once there, 
the fly drops the parasite into the 
opening of the skin. Symptoms of this 
disease may be a sore or a circular lesion 
on the body that won't heal. 

"In the Middle East and Orient, 
they are concerned with a different type 
of parasite which produces many of the 
same symptoms, however it can be 
much deadlier," he continued, "because 
the slightly different organism goes into 
the body and causes life-threatening 
problems to internal organs in humans." 

The plague is another well known 
disease, which is carried by rodent 
culprits. 

"Prairie dogs often have fleas, 
which are an agent that transmit plague 
in a colony of prairie dogs," Warner 
said. "When prairie dogs die, often these 
fleas will search out hosts and find 
campers and infect them with this 
disease." 

Once infected, a person may suffer 
with fever and develop pneumonia. This 
infectious disease is highly contagious 
and if left untreated can cause death. 
Warner said the last major outbreak of 
the plague in the United States was in 
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Los Angeles in 1924. 
The plague has occurred around the 

world, but it is of particular hazard to 
those who live in arid and semiarid 
environments, because of the rodent 
population in those areas. Warner said 
there are ways to avoid becoming 
infected with any of these diseases. 

"Be aware of your surroundings, use 
only potable water, don't disturb rodent 
habitats (if possible), and use insect 
repellants as necessary," he said. "Also, 
be certain that you seek prompt medical 
attention for any significant illness you 
might develop following field work or 
travel to exotic locales." 



West guest speaker at 15th annual 
Charles L. Wood Lecture at Texas Tech 
Elliott West, a Professor of History at 
the University of Arkansas at Fayetville, 
presented "Finishing America: How The 
Great Plains Were Brought into the 

Nation" at the 15th 
annual Charles L. 
Wood Agricultural 
History Lecture Series. 

Past speakers 
include Anne Butler of 
Utah State University; 
Peter Iverson of 

Wood Arizona State 
University; Richard Slatta ofNorth 
Carolina State University; Gilbert Fite of 
the University of Georgia; Terry Jordan 
of the University of Texas; Patricia 
Nelson Limerick of the University of 
Colorado; and Joan Jensen of New 
Mexico State University. 

West received his bachelor's degree 
at the University of Texas at Austin, and 
his master 's and Ph.D. from the 

University of Colorado. He is the author 
of The C.ontested Plains: Indians, 
Goldseekers, and the Rush to Colorado; 
Growing up in Twentieth-Century 
America: A History and Resource Guide; 
Growing Up with the Country; 
Childhood on the Far-Western Frontier; 
and The Saloon on the Rocky Mountain 
Mining Frontier. 

Charles L. Wood was educated at St. 
Benedict' s College in Atchinson, 
Kansas,.and at the University of Kansas, 
where he earned his M.A. and Ph.D. 
degrees in American history. He served 
on the faculty of Hayden High School in 
Topeka. 

Wood joined the history faculty at 
Texas Tech University in 1976, where he 
taught agricultural history until his 
sudden death at the age of 44 in 1981. 
He communicated his deep affection for 
the land and people of the Plains and 
energetically pursued his research on 

cattle ranching in the West. 
Both agricultural history and Texas 

Tech are richer for the dedication and 
hard work of Charles L. Wood. 

An Associate of I CASALS, he had 
begun to research the ranching industry 
in West Texas at the time ofhis death. 
Both agricultural history and Texas Tech 
University are richer for the work of 
Charles L. Wood, and his legacy contin
ues through this special series. 

Sponsors of the event were the 
Office oflnternational Affairs, I CASALS 
of the Office oflnternational Affairs, 
College of Arts and Sciences, College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources, Ranching Heritage Center, 
Department of History, Ranching 
Heritage Association Support Group to 
the Texas Tech University Museum and 
Ranching Heritage Center, and the 
Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library. 

Association for Arid Lands meets in Fort Worth 
The Association for Arid Lands Studies 
(AALS) held its annual meeting in Fort 
Worth, TX, in April, in conjunction with 
the annual conference of the Western 
Social Science Association. 

Charles Britton of the University of 
Arkansas gave a report on the Forum of 
the Association for Arid Lands Studies. 

Professor Britton praised the outstanding 
quality of papers submitted this year. 
Appreciation was extended to Don 
Young, as well as Texas Tech 
University's Otis Templer*. The special 
assistance of Susan Yell of the 
University of Arkansas was recognized. 
Each referee and various other 

individuals who contributed to the 
success of the publication also were 
thanked for their contributions. 

The next AALS and WSSA 
conference is scheduled for April 26-29, 
2000 and will be held at the Town and 
Country Resort and Convention Center, 
in San Diego, CA. 

Texas Tech's digital library provides useful 
information about playa lakes for researchers 
(Continued from page 5) 

The Playa Lake Ogallala Aquifer 
Research Bibliography and Full Text 
Resource is a collection of electronic 
envirorunental information. Interest in 
developing an array of digital resources 
is strong at Texas Tech, yet questions 
over how these projects will be managed 
and what they will cost remain 
unanswered. This project is now in its 
second year and has already experienced 

substantial growth. It is hoped that it will 
become the world's definitive 
bibliographic and full text resource on 
information related to the specific 
physiographic wetland feature known as 
playa lakes and the Ogallala Aquifer, the 
largest aquifer in the world. This digital 
library initiative is one of many now 
being developed in the United States and 
around the world. The term "digital 
library'' has many different meanings. 
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Our concept is one that includes full text 
delivery of documents digitized by 
retrospective conversion of print 
materials. It also consists of a suite of 
services and value added features such 
as indexing, searching, and interactive 
elements to meet the growing information 
needs of both local and remote 
envirorunental information consumers. 

The d igital library can be accessed 
at http://www.lib.ttu.edu/playa/. 



Legacy of German forefathers continues on Llano Estacado 
(Continued from page 6) 

anyone else was around, that "Uncle 
Hank," as he became known to later 
settlers arriving in the area, spent the 
next decades planting and discovering 
what would grow on this land. There are 
reports ofhis raising hundreds of fruit 
trees, experimenting with crops, growing 
a variety of grapes in Blanco Canyon 
and writing enthusiastic 
letters to people about the 
potential of growing things 
on the Llano Estacado." 

McClain said that 
Smith encouraged Paris 
Cox to form a Quaker 
settlement in the little town 
of Estacado. She added 
that Smith was responsible 
for much of the advertising 
which encouraged 
settlement of the Llano 
Estacado area. 

land for sale further west up on the 
Llano Estacado, where he ultimately 
established three towns. The present 
day community ofNazareth is still 
comprised of98 percent Gennan 
inhabitants and one sees strong Gennan 
family heritage signs in Umbarger." 

She said that Father Reisdorff's last 
work was accomplished in the already 
established West Texas community of 
Slaton, located on the outskirts of 

Lubbock, where he fonned the St. 
Joseph's parish. 

"There is a very large and active 
German population in Slaton because of 
his founding work," McClain said. "When 
he died in 1922, at the age of 81, Father 
Reisdorffleft a German-Catholic 
pioneering legacy firmly established on 
the Llano Estacado." 

McClain said this agricultural exhibit 
serves the stated goal of the Southwest 

Center for German Studies. 

"It was 1891 when 
Father Reisdorff came to 
Texas from St. Louis with 
the goal of starting a 
German-Catholic farming 
comm unity," she said. 
"After starting two small 
towns, Reisdorffheard of 

From left, Dennis Bixler, Chairman of the Agricultural Art and Science 
Foundation in Annapolis, MD; Idris Rhea Traylor Jr., Executive Director of the 
Office of International Affairs at Texas Tech University; and Wolfgang Moser, 
Consul General of the Federal Republic of Germany, look at the jeweled globe 
which Traylor presented to the International Cultural Center in honor of his 

"We want to bring 
cultural awareness of the 
German heritagein the 
Llano Estacado," she said. 
"This exhibit is just one of 
the important ways to look 
at that heritage and see 
whattheseGerman farmers 
have been doing over 100 
years. They dared to come 
up here on this semiarid, 
treeless plateau when there 
were few European 
Americans and nobody 
understood much about 
this land, how the earth was 
and how people would be 

mother, Betsy Traylor Ellsworth. Photo courtesy of Fritz Jakobsmeier. (Continued, see Exhibit, page 9) 

Scientists uncover many similarities between South Plains and Argentina 
(Continued from page 3) 

cowboys and in Argentina they were 
called gauchos. They were both basically 
the same in the way they lived and 
moved from place to place. 

"We found that the Native 
Americans in both places used bones to 
make weapons for butchering game," he 
said. "Also, many of the animals they 
hunted were similar because the animals 
migrated from one continent to the other, 
from north to south." 

The researchers found that the 
earliest humans on the Southern Plains 
hunted the giant armadillo, short-faced 
bear, ancient horse and camel. Hunters 
from the Pampas searched for an animal 
called a glyptodont, a relative of the 
armadillo. They also hunted ground . 
sloths and ancient horses. 

Barboza said that horses were 

originally used as food by the early 
humans on both continents, however, 
they were later used for riding and to 
hunt other animals. He added that Native 
Americans, such as the Comanches 
(found in North America) and the 
Pampaen peoples (found in South 
America), both used spears and other 
weapons that were similar. The gauchos 
of Argentina and the cowboys of the 
Southern Plains also were skilled 
horsemen and used similar lassos to 
rope cattle. Some of their equipment, 
which was discovered in both areas, was 
on display at the Museum. 

Barboza said preparing the exhibit 
provided an educational, yet challenging 
proposition. 

"It was very difficult to summarize 
12,000years in an exhibit," Barboza said. 
"For me, it was a very interesting 

8 

challenge putting all of this information 
together, combining landscape, geology, 
archeology and history, and it was 
something I really enjoyed." 

Barboza was responsible for 
preparing information such as fliers, 
handbooks and a manual for teachers 
who brought students to look at the 
exhibit. He also taught students how to 
make a "cow-counter" which is what 
gauchos used ~o keep track of their cows. 
Students also were allowed an 
opportunity to use tools used by 
archeologists and simulate digging for 
archeological finds. 

" I' ve received positive feedback from 
teachers," he said. "I think that they really 
enjoyed it because it lets people on the 
Southern High Plains know about other 
places, and how they are similar to the 
area in which they live." 



Ekici eagerly accepts challenges as new archivist 
(Continued from page 4) 

"We felt that he was distinguished 
from the rest because he had done field 
work and has been in the villages and taped 
stories from those villages, and we admire 
that very much," Walker said. "He is also a 
scholar and that was another factor. We are 
very glad to get him here because besides 
speaking Turkish and English, he knows 
the languages of several Turkic republics 
from the former Soviet Union. He will be 
able to expand the coverage that we give." 

Ekici, who joined the Archive in 
January, said he is eager to accept the 
unique challenges and responsibilities 
facing him as an Associate Archivist. 

"There is no Turkish archive like this 
anywhere else in the United States," he 
said. "Even in Turkey, this type of 
classified Archive does not exist. However, 
many people in Turkey know about this 
Archive." 

He said that he became interested in 
fie.Id collecting when he was an 
undergraduate student at Atattirk 
University. 

"I was working with my professor 
collecting, preserving and publishing 
folktales," he said. "I loved it because it 
was easy for me to get in touch with the 
people. You can find a good tale from both 
older and younger people because 
everyone has his own tastes and 
experiences to bring to a story." 

As a result of his positive 
experiences with collecting folktales, 
Ekici decided to earn his master's degree 
in Turkish folklore from DokuzEyltil 
University and his doctorate in folklore 
from the University of Wisconsin, where 
he collected folktales from Wisconsin 
farmers, Indian storytellers and 
Vietnamese refugees. 

"I am grateful to the Walkers, 
who have made so many 
sacrifices to keep the Archive 
running, and have made such 
accomplishments for Turkey by 
their own will This Archive would 
not be what it is today without 
their work." 

Melin Ekici 

"I enjoy collecting folktales because 
it allows us to provide information about 
different societies, peoples and cultures," 
he said. "Collecting offers different 
things to different people, such as the 
history, archaeology, geography and 
geology of a particular area." 

Ekici said that he has many plans for . 
the Archive in the future. 

"I ' d like to expand the borders of the 
Archive and bring more material from 

Turkic countries, such as Azerbaijan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan," Ekici 
said. "I would also like to increase 
student activity in the Archive. It would 
be wonderful someday to have a 
department on campus related to the 
Archive, for that would allow others to 
know more about Turkey and Turkish 
culture from many different angles. I am 
excited about the potential we have with 
the Archive and the many positive things 
we can achieve here." 

He also expressed appreciation to 
the Walkers. 

"I also am grateful to the Walkers, 
who have made so many sacrifices to 
keep the Archive running, and have 
made such accomplishments for Turkey 
by their own will," Ekici said. "This 
Archive would not be what it is today 
without their work." 

Idris Rhea Traylor*, Executive 
Director of the Office oflnternational 
Affairs, agreed with Ekici in his praise of 
the Walker's contributions to the 
university. 

"Warren and Barbara Walker have 
tirelessly devoted their time, professional 
expertise and energy to the creation of 
this unique collection," he said. ''Texas 
Tech University is fortunate, indeed, to 
be recognized internationally as a primary 
repository of Turkish oral narrative. The 
Walkers have made possible a splendid 
legacy in this archive." 

Exhibit showcases German influences on Llano Estacado 
(Continued from page 8) 

able to live up here. 
" Hank Smith led the way. He was a real 

frontiersman and entrepreneur," McClain 
said. " Father Reisdorff's goal was to build 
up farming communities centered around 
the Catholic church and school. And this 
brought second and third generation 
German farmers from south central Texas 
and other places in America, like Nebraska, 
to the Llano Estacado." 

McClain said that the exhibit will allow 
the residents of the Llano Estacado to 
become more aware of their heritage. 

"It's a great opportunity to unify the 
German heritage communities and the 

families in this area," she said. "People 
can see the big picture of the German
Texan contributions to evolution of one 
of the most important agricultural areas in 
America." 

"The legacy of Hank Smith is being 
carried on by his family members through 
civic good work and we at Texas Tech 
are fortunate enough to have a 
representative of the family, Georgia 
Mae Smith Ericson, who is a 
distinguished Texas Tech alumnae and a 
great friend of the University," she said. 
"Also, the legacy of Father Reisdorff is 
continued by the works ofFather Darryl 
Birkenfeld. His program is called The 
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Promised Land Network, and organizes 
colonies like Father Reisdorff did, but the 
immigrant farming families who are 
learning to be ecologically oriented and 
self-sustaining are from Mexico." 

McClain said she is writing a book 
which focuses on the contemporaneous 
lives of Smith, Reisdorff and the German 
writer, Karl May. It is entitled "The 
German SpiritoftheLlanoEstacado," 
and she hopes to have it published soon. 

Anyone who is interested in the 
exhibit may contact her at 806-742-0003 
ext. 256; 806-744-6033 answering 
machine; or concerned individuals may 
~mail McClain@compuserve.com. 
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The Connections '99: IdahoG round 
WaterTechnical Workshop will be 
held September 27-28, 1999, atthe Boise 
Centre on the Grove in Boise, ID. This 
workshop will offer participants the 
opportunity to learn about recent 
ground water projects in Idaho and 
adjacent states through a forum of 
presentations, poster displays and 
professionally~taught short courses. 

Each presentation will last 15 
minutes, with a five minute question and 
answer period. Poster displays will be 
viewed during a designated time that 
will not conflict with other sessions. 
Short courses will be offered that will 
focus on technical and hands-on 
applications in the field of ground water. 

Presentation, poster and short 
course topics include ground water 
modeling (conceptual, analytical or 
numerical); risk management; innovative 
technologies; application of case 
studies; involving the public; ground 
water/surface water interactions; trends 
in water quality or water quantity; 
agricultural impacts and solutions to 
ground water; growth and development 
impacts and solutions to ground water; 
public health aspects of ground water; 
the future of ground water; the impact 
ofnew regulations; community problem 
solving; microbiological aspects of 
ground water; dispute resolution; 
subsurface remediation; and aquifer 
recharge. 

For more information about the 
conference, contact Peggy Hammel, 
Idaho Water Resources Research 
Institute, Morrill Hall 205, University of 
Idaho, Moscow, ID 83844-3011 , or 
phone208-885-6429; fux.208-885-6431 ; 
or e-mail iwrri@uidaho.edu. 

The VI International Rangeland 
Congress will beheld July 19-23, 1999, 
in Townsville, Australia. The topic of 
the congress is People & Rangelands: 
Building the Future. Session topics 
include people in rangelands; 
desertification and soil processes for 
better rangeland management; policy, 
planning and institutions for fostering 
sustainable use of rangelands; 
managing grazing pressure; and range 

Announcements 
management and plant functional types. 

Six concurrent tours will be offered 
on July 21 . Life in the Australian 
Outback will offer participants an 
opportunity to learn about pastoral 
operations in a tropical rangeland 
environment and learn about the role of 
mining in the region. One of the World's 
Seven Wonders allows tourists a chance 
to take a cruse to the magnificent Barrier 
Reef and snorkel, scuba dive or view coral 
from a glass bottom boat. Science in the 
Rangelands will focus on the tropical 
savanna environment in Queensland. 

Visitors will tour research sites in the 
region to discuss issues in managing 
woody weeds, best practice grazing and 
conservation needs. Rocks in the 
Rangelands offer visitors a trip to the 
Charters Towers region to learn about the 
history of mining and its impact on the 
region. For Those Who Love Islands 
includes a ferry trip to Magnetic Island 
with a visit to the national park where a 
national park ranger will explain the flora 
and fauna of this tropical environment. 
Where Rangeland Meets the Rainforest 
reveals Australia' s small areas of tropical 
rainforest, which have unique and 
exciting assemblages of flora and fauna. 
This tour includes a visit to a cattle 
station to learn about cattle grazing 
operations of the tropical rangelands. 

For more information about this 
conference or if you have any questions, 
contact http://irc.web.unsw.edu.au. 

The Third Conference on Desertification 
and Environmental Studies will be held 
October 9-11 , 1999, at King Saud 
University Center for Desert Studies in 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The theme 
of the conference is Beyond the Year 
2000. 

The objectives of the conference are 
to reach national and international 
understanding for desert development 
and combat desertification; to exchange 
information related to desert studies and 
to improve the scientific connection 
between those affected; to propose 
natiOnal projects related to desert 
development in the Kingdom; and to 
determine the future strategy beyond the 
year 2000 for desert studies in the 
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Topics will include water resources, 
soil and desert, plant and animal 
resources, future perspectives for 
conserving and developing natural 
resources, drought and combating 
desertification, and the future outlook to 
combat desertification. 

Arabic will be the main language of 
the conference, with English as the 
secondary language. 

For more infonnation about the 
conference, contact the chairman of the 
Scientific Committee, King Saud 
University Center for Desert Studies, 
P. 0. Box2454, Riyadh 11451, Saudi 
Arabia. The phone number is 966 1 467 
5571orfax966l4675574. Thee-mail 
address is stag@ksu.edu.sa. 

The World Mountain Forum will be 
June 5-12, 2000,.in ParisChambery
Savoie, France. The forum titled; 
Mountain Areas: A Major World Issue, 
will offer participants an opportunity to 
discuss and debate the challenges that 
face those who live in mountain areas. 

The organizers of the forum hope to 
provide representatives of mountain 
populations an opportunity to meet 
each other to develop a free exchange of 
opinions regarding the future of their 
territories, and to discuss the problems 
that are common to all. The goals of the 
forum are to make government 
authorities and the public aware of the 
importance of mountains to humanity; 
debate how the development of 
mountain areas can be controlled in a 
way which respects the environment; 
and develop links of solidarity between 
mountainous countries and peoples. 

Conference themes include the 
globalization of trade; impeded 
development; over-exploitation of 
natural resources; the weakening of 
local mountain cultures; the risk of 
marginalization and dependence; 
agriculture; forestry; biodiversity; 
tourism; infrastructure; and research. 

For more information, contact 
Association Nationale des Elus de la 
Montange 50, bd, Malesherbes F-75008 
Parisorfax33 (0)145 2215 26;ore-mail 
forwn@anem.org. 



Books in review 
United Nations University Press 

53-70,Jingumae 5-chome 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-8925 Japan 

The Oceanic Circle: Governing the Seas 
as a Global Resource 
Author: Elisabeth Mann Borgese 
1998,250pages 
U.S. $39.00, cloth;$19.95, paper 

This book's title is taken from Mohandas 
Gandhi's comparison of the social order 
to the ever-widening circles that result 
when a stone is dropped into the ocean. 
In much the same way, the governance of 
the world's oceans- as generated by 
the United Nations' 1982 Convention on 
the Law of the Sea and the subsequent 
conventions, agreements and programs 
following the 1992, Rio Earth Summit- is 
now affecting the social order of the 
individual, the village, nation, region and 
the global community. 

This emerging order has social, 
economic, cultural, environmental and 
ethical aspects, and requires profound 
changes in the ways we deal with each 
other and with nature. An understanding 
of this new order is needed to solve 
urgent problems of over-fishing and 
stock depletion; pollution from oceanic, 
atmospheric, and land based sources; 
climate and sea-level changes; and 
biodiversity conservation. 

Freshwater Resources in Arid Lands 
Editors: Juha I.Ditto and Jutta Schneider 
1998, 172 pages 
U.S.$14.95,paper 

Demand for fresh water is growing 
rapidlyworldwide, making it an 
increasingly scarce resource. Arid lands 
today cover more than a third of the 
earth's land surface, but a 
disproportionate share of them can be 
found in Africa, the Middle East and the 
interior of Asia. Scarce water resources 
Jimitthe potential for agriculture and 
development, cause serious 
environmental problems and can become 
sources of conflict. 

This book concludes that efficient 
management of the demand for water is 

as important as the improvement of water 
supply. A more economical use oflimited 
freshwater resources is seen as essential 
for achieving sustainable development. 

Central Eurasian Water Crisis: Caspian, 
Aral and Dead Seas 
Editors: Iwao Kobori and Michael H. 
Glantz 
1998,214pages 
U.S. $24.95, paper 

This book's title reflects the global 
awareness that various regions 
increasingly face problems of water 
quality and quantity. The publication 
focuses on the Dead Sea, the Aral Sea 
and the Caspian Sea. Researchers from 
various physical and social science 
disciplines identify water-related 
problems and the prospects for resolving 
them in each region. 

The Dead Sea's water level has been 
declining in recent years, and efforts to 
resolve critical environmental issues 
related to the Dead Sea have the 
potential to increase other kinds of 
peaceful cooperation in the Middle East. 

The Aral Sea also has been 
shrinking in recent decades, and its 
existence is threatened by the use of river · 
water to serve cotton development in 
otherwise dry Central Asian deserts. 
Scientists are trying to find ways to save 
what is left of the Aral Sea. 

The Caspian Sea also has 
environmental problems such as oil and 
waste pollution and the fluctuating water 
level, which will worsen other regional 
political problems unless they are 
addressed in the near future. 

Scientific Publishers 
5-A,NewPaliRoad,P. B.No. 91 

Jodhpur-342 001 India 

Arid Fruit Research 
Editors: Atul Chandra, Anju Chandra and 
LC.Gupta 
1993 
U.S.$25.00 

Arid fruit can be delicious, as well as 
provide a successful commercial 
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business. This book presents information 
on the research that has been done 
concerning arid fruit during the past 
several decades, and offers a complete 
guide on the practice of arid fruit culture. 
This is an ideal book for those interested 
in the utilization of wastelands, 
development of arid zones and 
improvement of the environment in the 
desert. 

Arid Land Irrigation and Ecological 
Management 
Editor: S.D. Singh 
1993 
U.S.$65.00 

This book offers a comprehensive view 
of a number of topics related to arid land 
irrigation. Subjects in the book include: 
water for agriculture; field water balance 
for irrigation planning; meteorological 
approaches for predicting irrigation 
needs; yield to water-use relationship; 
use of concepts in managing a Jim ited 
water supply; managing salt affected 
water for crop production; and a number 
of other arid lands topics. 

The University of Arizona Press 
1230 N. Park Avenue, Suite 102 

Tucson, AZ 85719-4140 

The Desert Grassland 
Editors: Mitchel P. McClaran and 
Thomas R Van Devender 
1997, 346 pages 
U.S.$19.95,paper 

This book tells of a diverse and rich 
biotic community that defies 
conventional definitions of grassland. It 
tells of a place where soil, landforms, 
animals, and plants are closely tied but 
also independent. The work also reveals 
that many of the grass taxa present today 
were also present in the Ice Age forests. 
It describes how fire can influence the 
flora and fauna. It also tells of how 
humans have changed the relative 
abundance of woody and herbaceous 
species and introduced new plants and 
animals. Also efforts to reestablish plants 
in the desert grasslands are examined. 



The University of Arizona Press 
1230 N. Park Avenue, Suite 102 

Tucson, AZ 85719-4140 

The Desert is No Lady: Southwestern 
Landscapes in Women's Writing and Art 
Editors: Vera Norwood and Janice Monk 
1997, 281 pages 
U.S. $19.95, paper 

For thousands of writers and artists over the 
years, the harsh and beautiful American 
Southwest has been a source of inspiration. 
This work covers a century of Anglo, 
Hispanic and Native American women's 
responses to this dramatic land. The editors 
say the 11 essays in their book, "explore not 
only how women have come to value the 
landscapes of the Southwest but also how 
their connections to the place shaped their . 
artistic voices." 

The Archaeology of Ancient Arizona 
Authors: Jefferson Reid and Stephanie 
Whittlesey 
1997, 297 pages 
U.S. $40.00, cloth; $17.95, paper 

The reader has an invitation to step into a 
Hohokam village with its sounds of barking 
dogs and children's laughter. Readers also will 
be informed about the Clovis elephant 
hunters and the lives of other ancestral people 
known as Mogollon, Anasazi, Sinagua and 
Salado. This book will appeal to anyone who 
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Books in Review 
is fascinated by a broken bowl or a pueblo 
wall touched by humans centuries ago. The 
material in this book should be helpful to 
those interested in the history of the 
American Southwest, as well as professional 

archaeologists. 

The Road to Mexico 
Authors: Lawrence J. Taylor and Maeve 
Hickey 
1997, 178 pages 
U.S. $45.00, cloth; $17.95, paper 

The authors, equipped with a camera, decided 
to capture whatever they saw while traveling 
from Tucson, AZ, to Mexico. They talked to 
nearly everyone they met and the result is 
their book, which has dozens of photographs 
and stories that allow the reader a look into 
mariachis, calf ropers and casinos. Their eye 
for the hidden, telling detail carries the reader 
straight into the action on an international 
border where Indian, Mexican and Anglo 
worlds coexist with one another. 

The UniversityofOklahoma Press 
1005 Asp A venue 

Norman,OK73019 

Columbus Then and Now: A Life Reexamined 
Author: Miles H. Davidson 
1997, 609 pages 
U.S. $39.95, cloth 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

This book looks at the question of who was 
_ Christopher Columbus. Was he the 

discoverer of the New World or murderer 
of the innocent people whose lands he 
invaded? Whether viewed as hero or villain, 
Columbus has achieved near-mythical 
status in the popular imagination. In this 
study, the author explores the myth of 
Columbus as it is reflected in numerous 
recent biographies. He measures these 
against records of other sources and exposes 
flaws, omissions and biases in modem 
accounts. 

Teotihuacan: An Experiment in Living 
Author: Esther Pasztory 
1997, 325 pages 
U.S. $49.95, cloth 

This book examines the unique arts of 
Teotihuacan, including architecture, 
sculpture, mural painting and ceramics. 
Comparing the arts of Teotihuacan - not 
previously judged "artistic" - with those of 
other ancient civilizations, the author 
demonstrates how they created and 
reflected the community's ideals. Most 
people associate the pyramids of central 
Mexico with the Aztecs, but these colossal 
constructions antedate the Aztecs by more 
than one thousand years. The people of 

· Teotihuacan, who built the pyramids as 
part of a city of unprecedented size, remain 
a mystery. The author argues that the art of 
Teotihuacan refrains from g lorifying rulers, 
but instead glorifes nature. 
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