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In This Issue 
Texas Tech loses former /CASALS 
director and world renowned soil 
scientist, page 3 

Harold E. Dregne, Hom Professor 
emeritus of soil science, director emeritus 
and special consultant to !CASALS, died 
May 21. A special tribute to Dregne is 
presented in this newsletter. 

Desert development conference 
postponea until 2003, page 4 

The Executive Committee of the 
International Drylands Development 
Commission has decided to postpone the 
seventh International Conference on 
Development of Dry lands until October 
6-9, 2003 . The conference will be held in 
Tehran, Iran. 

People living in arid climates may 
have increased risks of suffering 
from heat strokes during summer 
months, page 6 

Individuals who are required to be 
outside for extensive periods during hot 
summer months in arid climates may face 
potentially· life threatening problems of 
dehydration and/or heat strokes. 

Researchers examine causes of 
hantavirus transmissions from 
rodents to humans, page 8 

The mere mention of the hantavirus 
disease has the potential to unnerve 
many people, for often victims infected 
with the dreaded disease die from their 
illness. Researchers are gathering 
infonnation about this dreaded disease. 

* Denotes an ICASALS Associate 
throughout newsletter. 

Traylor announces retirement 
After a distinguished career spanning 
nearly 40 years, Idris Rhea Traylor, Jr.*, 
Executive Director of the Office of 
International Affairs, Director of the 
International Cultural Center and a 

professor of Russian and 
East European history, 
has announced his plans 
to retire. Traylor is 
scheduled to leave the 
office on August 31, 
2002. 

Traylor Traylor came to 
Texas Tech in 1965 when he was hired as 
an assistant professor in history. He had 
received his bachelor's and master's 
degrees in history from the University of 
Texas at Austin and his doctoral degree 
in history from Duke University. He also 
studied at the Sorbonne, University of 
Paris, France, 1959 and 1960 in history, 
art history and literature. He studied at 
the University of Vienna, Austria, in 
history and intematiqnal law as a 
FulbrightFellow, 1963-1964. Later he 
conducted post-doctoral research in 
strategic studies at the U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, and the American 
Graduate School of International 
Management as a Presidential Fellow. In 
1992 Traylor was awarded an honorary 
doctoral degree from Karadeniz Technical 
University, Republic of Turkey. He was 
named the first deputy director of 
I CASALS in 1967 and that fall founded 
the /CASALS Newsletter, of which he has 
served as Executive Editor for 35 years. 
From 1967-1982 he was deputy director of 
I CASALS, from 1968-1969 he served as 
acting director, and in 1981-1982 as 
interim director before being appointed 
directorin 1982. 

Traylor's international experience 

includes travel and periods of residence 
for study, research, lecturing and 
consulting in Paris, France; Vienna, 
Austria; London, England; and Ankara, 
Turkey. He has traveled to nearly 80 
countries on five continents. 

During his service with !CASALS, 
Traylor was a co-founder of the 
Association for Arid Lands Studies, an 
international professional organization 
which for 25 years has held annual 
conferences and publishes a journal. He 
also developed the graduate program in 
arid lands studies at Texas Tech 
University and secured major funding for 
student scholarships. Additionally, 
Traylor was involved in the preparation 

The late !CASALS Special Consultant 
Harold Dregne is remembered by 

colleagues from around the world, 
page 3. 

of the proposal and the administration of 
the Niger Cereals Project, one of the £lrst 
major multimillion dollar sustainable 
development projects of Texas Tech. 
Traylor established the position of 
!CASALS Associate, raised the funding 
for the !CASALS Endowment and hosted 
dignitaries from around the world. 
Traylor also made the arrangements for 
the gift to !CASALS of the Van Mitchell 
Smith African Collection, now housed in 
the Texas Tech Library. The gift 
contained more than 80,000 items. 
Traylor arranged with Ambassador and 
Mrs. Julius Walker of Washington, D.C. 
for the donation to I CASALS ofa major 
African art collection, housed in the 
Museum of Texas Tech University. 
Another important acquisition arranged 

(Continued, see Traylor, page 7) 



Director's Corner 
As time moves forward, we are all faced with change. Some changes are easy to accept while others can be more challenging. Such 
is the case with !CASALS. Particularly with a new team of people, it is important for everyone to do their part to understand the 
others so that the team will best support the mission of the Center. When we lose a member of the team, there is an upset in the 
balance that must be adjusted. The loss of our Special Consultant, Dr. Harold Dregne, left a tremendous void that has required 
considerable adjustment within the !CASALS team. 

Dr. Dregne served as the Director oflCASALS from 1976 to 1981. After stepping down, he continued to serve the Center as a 
Special Consultant. When I arrived, Harold was gracious enough to spend countless hours in consultation with me 
regarding changes being considered with regard to the Center's operation. With each idea being considered, he 
would ask a series of questions that would assist me in determining the overall impact of carrying out the proposed 
change. It was during these discussion sessions that I became more aware of not only the people with whom I work 
daily, but also of a man with so much compassion for his fellow man Harold may have been well known for his 
research contributions on desertification, but he is most known for his genuine interest and compassion for people. 

Fedler Harold was respected and loved by everyone who knew him. 
Another change we are facing within the Center is technological. Distributing this newsletter to the broadest venue can be 

quite difficult with the standard paper and postal carrier method. Many businesses are finding the use of the internet a cost 
effective mechanism to reach a large audience, and we at !CASALS feel the same will be true with our newsletter. Therefore, we 
have decided to take this newsletter to the internet for future distribution. The web address for !CASALS is http:// 
www.icasals.ttu.edu and that is where you will find future issues of the newsletter. To make you aware of future issues, we will 
send you an email with a direct link to the most current issue. To assist us in sending you the direct notification, we request that 
you email us at icasals@iaff.ttu.edu with the email address to which you prefer the newsletter notice be delivered. 

Although change may seem disruptive, we must endure in order to sustain growth. I would like to encourage everyone to 
stay in touch with the Center, as in the past, through the newsletter to keep you current with future changes in the Center's 
activities. In addition, if you would like to suggest other changes or inform us of how any of the changes are affecting your 
involvement in the Center, please feel free to email us with your comments. 

ICASALS honors Murray and Templer during International Week 
During the University's International 
Week, March 1-7, 2002, titled Gateway 
to the World, !CASALS hosted a 
reception in the International Cultural 
Center to highlight both the 361h 
anniversary of the founding of 
I CASALS and its role in the 
globalization ofTexas Tech. The large 
number of attendees included 
University administrators, staff and the 
!CASALS Faculty Associates. 

A special photographic exhibition 
illustrating the history oflCASALS 
was unveiled and the program included 
the introduction of new Associates 
and comments by various 
administrators stressing the importance 
of the University's involvement in 
international education and 
international sustainable development 
projects. Vice Provost James E. Brink 
spoke on behalf of the administration, 
commenting on the importance of 
!CASALS to the University's 
international mission. 

Special recognition was then made 
ofDr. Grover E. Murray, former 
president of Texas Tech University, 
and of Dr. Otis Templer*, professor of 

geography. 
I CASALS Director Clifford Fedler* 

introduced Idris Traylor*, Executive 
Director of the Office of International 
Affairs, who has been associated with 
!CASALS since its founding. Traylor 
commented on the contributions made by 
Murray, a geologist who had devoted 
many years to research on and 
development of the world's dry regions. 
Murray conceived the idea of an 
international center to focus on the 
world's arid and semiarid lands and their 
inhabitants. It was in his first year as 
president of the University that he 
established !CASALS, and maintained a 
strong interest and support of the growth 
ofICASALS. 

Templer was recognized as a highly 
regarded arid lands specialist, both as a 
geographer and as an attorney, who 
almost from the beginning supported 
major endeavors ofICASALS. He was 
involved in the establishment of the 
graduate degree in arid lands studies, 
participated in !CASALS-sponsored 
conferences, and as one of the founders 
of the Association for Arid Lands 
Studies (AALS), headquartered at 
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I CASALS for 25 years. Templer has also 
served as a president of AALS. Both 
Murray and Templer received crystal 
globes of the world in recognition of their 
contributions to the !CASALS mission. 

The new !CASALS Associates from 
the College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources are Cary Green, Robert 
Lascano, Stephen Maas, Melvin Oliver, 
and Paxton Payton, all of the Department 
of Plant and Soil Science; and Jerry 
Winston, of the Department of Range, 
Wildlife and Fisheries Management. 

Associates from the College of 
Engineering are Tom Gill, Civil 
Engineering; Mukaddes Darwish and 
Bobby Green, both of Engineering 
Technology. 

The Associate from the College of 
Education is Brent Cejda. 

Associates from the College of Arts 
and Sciences are Jorge lber and Mark 
Stoll, of the History Department. 

It has been decided to hold a 
reception each year honoring !CASALS 
Associates and recognizing others who 
have made important contributions to the 
arid lands mission of Texas Tech 
University. 



Texas Tech loses former I CASALS director and world renowned soil scientist 

Harold E. Dregne, Hom professor 
emeritus of soil science, director emeritus 

and special consultant to 
I CASALS, died May2 l. 
He was an international 
authority on arid lands 
and world renowned for 
his work with 
desertification and land 

Dregne degradation. His 
excellence in teaching and research 
resulted in his recognition for being a 
person who contributed greatly to the 
reputation ofICASALS and Texas Tech 
University. 

He received his bachelor of science 
degree in chemistry and mathematics 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1938 
and his master of science degree in soil 
chemistry from the same university two 
years later. He received his doctoral 
degree in soil chemistry from Oregon 
State University in 1942. He was a soil 
scientist with the Soil Conservation 
Service, leaving to join the U.S. Navy as 
aradio-radarofficerfrom 1942-1946. 

Dregne's academic career included 
appointments at the University of Idaho, 
Washington State University and New 
Mexico State University. He came to 
Texas Tech University in 1969 as a 
professor and chairman of the 
Department of Agronomy. In 1972, he 
was named a Paul Whitfield Hom 
Distinguished Professor, the highest 
honor conferred on Texas Tech faculty 
members. He was director ofICASALS 
from 1976-1981. Following retirement he 
was named special consultant to 
I CASALS and Hom Professor Emeritus 
and Director ofICASALS Emeritus. 

In 1984 Dregne accepted a position 
with the Science and Technology Bureau 
of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development as senior land resource 
advisor. He worked on the dryland soil 
and water management program and 
helped to establish an international 
information system for dryland 
agriculture. As co-chairman of the 
International Desert Development 
Commission (IDDC), Dregne also served 

as co-chairman of the organization of the 
IDDC's series of International Desert 
Development Conferences. He was a 
member of numerous professional and 
honorary societies, including the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Soil Science, Soil 
Science Society of America, Western 
Society of Soil Science, American Society 
of Agronomy, Soil Conservation Society 
of America, the Association for Arid 
Lands Studies, and the Mexican Society 
of Soil Science. He also was a member of 
numerous committees relating to land 
degradation and desertification. 

Dregne published more than 170 
scientific articles and authored 10 books. 
His publications focused on soils, arid 
lands, irrigation, water salinity, dryland 
agriculture, desertification and desert 
development. He traveled throughout the 
world as a consultant for many 
governments and several major 
international organizations, including the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and the United Nations 
Environment Programme. 

Don Haragan*, Texas Tech 
President Emeritus, said few people could 
compare to Dregne concerning 
desertification. 

"On the topic of' desertification', 
there were few people in the world who 
could carry on an intelligent 
conversation with Hom Professor Harold 
Dregne," he said. "He was the expert in 
this important area of research and one of 
the leading authorities in the world on 
arid land environments. Retirement might 
have led to a bit more tennis, but it 
certainly did not mean the end of 
scholarly inquiry and writing. He was 
productive until the end and was 
certainly one of Texas Tech's best." 

Dick Auld*, Chair of Plant and Soil 
Science, said Dregne was a consummate 
educator whose outstanding reputation 
made others aware of Texas Tech 
University. 

"Dr. Harold Dregne was a prominent 
soil scientist who had a worldwide 
reputation for his knowledge of arid 
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lands and desertification," he said. "Dr. 
Dregne also was a highly dedicated 
teacher with a genuine compassion and 
concern for our students. His 
professionalism and scientific reputation 
established Texas Tech University as a 
global center of excellence in arid lands 
studies." 

Idris Rhea Traylor Jr.*, Executive 
Director of the Office of International 
Affairs and a former director of 
!CASALS, said that Dregne's 
contributions to arid lands research are 
immeasurable. 

"The field of arid land studies lost 
one of its pioneers and best known 
scientists with the death of Harold 
Dregne," he said. "Throughout his long 
professional career his significant 
research identified him as one of the most 
important individuals in attracting the 
attention of governments, institutions 
and people to the problems and the 
potentials of the one-third of the land 
surface of the earth that can be so 
defined. His contributions in sustainable 
development have been very important. 
He combined his applied research and 
prolific writing with an outstanding 
teaching and administrative career. 
Simultaneously, he was one of the 
kindest, most gracious and considerate, 
even selfless, individuals that I 
personally have known. One might sum 
up a description of Harold Dregne as a 
great teacher, a great arid lands specialist 
and a great person. He will be very much 
missed." 

Clifford Fedler*, Director of 
!CASALS, said Dregne was highly 
respected in his field. 

"Dr. Dregne was a brilliant scientist 
and those capabilities are really going to 
be missed by his fellow colleagues," he 
said. "But more importantly, he was one 
of the most honorable and kindest people 
I have ever met. He would develop a true 
friendship with everyone he met because 
he always cared about the quality of life 
of everyone, which reflected in the work 

(Continued, see Dregne, page 6) 



Desert development 
conference postponed until 2003 
The Executive Committee of the International Dry lands Development Commission has 
decided to postpone the seventh International Conference on Development of 
Dry lands until October 6-9, 2003. The conference will be held in Tehran, Iran. 
Registration fonns are available on the International Center for Agricultural Research 
in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) website, which is www.ICARDA.cgiar.org under 
"announcements." 

The new deadline for the arrival of abstracts is May 15, 2003. Authors will be 
notified of acceptance for oral presentations by May 31, 2003. The deadline for early 
registration and the final circular issued will be June 30, 2003. 

For more infonnation, contact Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Director General of 
I CARDA and chair of ID DC, P.O. Box 5466, Aleppo, Syria. The telephone numbers are 
00963-21-2213433 or2213477. Thefaxnumbersare00963-21-22213490or2225105. The 
e-mail address is M.Saxena@cgiar.org. 

ICASALS sponsors 20th annual 
International Management Workshop 
I CASALS' 20th annual International 
Management Workshop was held May 
13-22, 2002, in the International Cultural 
Center. The adapted theme for this year 
was "Development Planning in the 21" 
Century" to highlight the growing 
interdependence of rich and poor 
countries in our rapidly changing global 
village. It focused on preparing students 
for a career in international development. 

According to Safei-Eldin Hamed*, 
the workshop coordinator, "The world is 
increasingly becoming a global 
marketplace, and, therefore, universities 
must produce graduates who possess 
cultural sensitivity, as well as technical 
expertise. Our primary goal this year was 
to advance the understanding of Texas 
Tech students of what the developing 
world is like and to provide them with 
some essential skills to successfully live 
and work abroad." 

Clifford Fedler*, director of 
ICASALS, said, "We believe that the 
developing world is a world of potentials 
and challenges, and that is why we 
decided to ch;aw on the interdisciplinary 
experience and the knowledge ofa 
selected and highly qualified team of 
instructors. They represented a wide 
range of fields and introduced our 
students to such topics as world 
geography, world history, global 
economics, political science, 
management sciences, international 

trade and laws, cross cultural 
communication, U.S. foreign policy, and 
global environmental challenges." 

As part of the eight day program, 
students were involved in analysis and 
discussion of realistic case studies from 
different parts of the world, practiced 
decision making and communication skills 
in multicultural groups, and attended field 
trips to local public and private 
organizations that are active 
internationally. 

The International Management 
Workshop, begun in 1983, has provided 
an overview of management in a global 
context to hundreds of Texas Tech 
students from every college and from 
many different countries. Participants also 
have the option of registering for three 
hours credit with the university after 
completing the workshop. 

Professor Don Stanton speaks to students in 
the workshop about U S. N ationa/ Security 
Policy and the Developing World. 
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AALS celebrates 
_ 25th anniversary 
The Association for Arid Lands Studies 
(AALS), headquartered at I CASALS since 
its founding, held its annual conference in 
Albuquerque, NM, April 10-13, 2002, in 
conjunction with the Western Social 
Science Association (WSSA). The 
conference this year celebrated the 25t1t 
anniversary of the organization. AALS was 
founded by a group of academicians in 1977 
during the meeting of the WSSA in Denver, 
Colorado. 

The organizational work had been done 
largely at Texas Tech University by then 
deputy director ofICASALS Idris R. Traylor 
Jr.* and Otis W. Templer* of the department 
of geography and at that time director of 
Texas Tech's Environmental Studies 
Program, and Harold Dregne, director of 
I CASALS, collaborating with Clark 
Knowlton, a professor of sociology and 
director of the American West Center at the 
University ofUtah, Salt Lake City. At the 
founding meeting in Denver, !CASALS was 
chosen as the headquarters of AALS and 
Traylor was elected executive director of the 
Association, Knowlton served as its first 
president and Templer was elected to the 
executive committee. 

The Association has continued tq grow 
in size and quality and members have come 
from over 20 countries and 40 states of the 
United States. AALS meets annually for an 
outstanding program under the umbrella of 
WSSA and selected, juried papers from the 
presentations are published annually in the 
AALS journal, Forum. 

The 2002 meeting in Denver was 
organized by David Gay, University of 
Arkansas at Fayetteville, and contained 10 
panels of papers, and ended with the annual 
business meeting, presided over by AALS 
President Dennis Reinhartz of the 
University of Texas at Arlington. One of the 
panels was devoted to the Silver 
Anniversary of AALS, and included a 
special presentation on the history of the 
organization by Traylor, who has served all 
25 years as executive director. There was a 
panel discussion which focused on the 
current state of arid lands studies and the 
future of the organization. 

The next AALS meeting will be in Las 
Vegas, NV, April 9-12, 2003 under the 
presidency of David Gay. 



Burns retires froID position as provost 
John Burns is retiring from his position 
as Provost of the University after seven 
years and will focus on a new emphasis 
of the university, which is also of major 
interest to him, undergraduate research. 
He has been named the Associate Vice 

Burns 

President for 
Undergraduate Research. 
He also is looking 
forward to direct 
association with students 
again, and will team teach 
with former president, 
Donald R. Baragan*, a 
special course in the 

Honors College this fall. Burns has 
received many awarlfs for teaching 
excellence during his academic career. 

He received his bachelor of science 
degree in chemistry from New Mexico 

State University. He later received a 
master's in microbiology from New 
Mexico State University and earned his 
doctoral degree in zoology and 
endocrinology from Indiana University. 

His administrative experience 
includes serving as associate chairman of 
the Department ofBiological Sciences, 
interim associate dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, and chairman of the 
Department ofBiological Sciences. 

Burns was recognized as an 
outstanding provost across the campus, 
always deeply involved in promoting the 
interests of faculty and students. 

Texas Tech University President 
David Schmidly, said, "John Burns has 
added significantly to the enhancement 
of the academic profile at Texas Tech for 
many years. In his role as provost, he 

enjoyed a great working relationship with 
the faculty and made major strides in the 
growth of the Honors College, the 
Howard Hughes Fellows program and the 
availability of undergraduate research 
opportunities." 

Idris Rhea Traylor Jr.*, Executive 
Director of the Office of International 
Affairs, noted, "It has been a great 
pleasure to work with John Burns during 
his tenure of office and his great interest 
in the development of all aspects of 
international education has been 
invaluable in the growth of this important 
unit of the University. The International 
Cultural Center has benefitted 
enormously from his support. The entire 
staff of the Office of International Affairs 
joins me in expressing our appreciation to 
John Burns for his dynamic leadership." 

Marcy is appointed provost at the University 
Bill Marcy*, who since 1998 has been 
dean of the College of Engineering of 
Texas Tech University, has been named 
Provost of the University, assuming his 
office on August 1. 

Marcy said he is extremely interested 
in diversifying the campus, and said that 
will be one of his main goals in his new 
position. 

"Organizations exist so that people 
can accomplish things together that they 
cannot accomplish alone," he said. "In 
the final analysis, the difference between 
good organizations and great 
organizations is getting the right people 
in the right jobs. I think Texas Tech does 
a very good job of this. 

"In the last 10 years, my personal 
focus has shifted from funded research 
and teaching to recruiting a diverse 
population of faculty, staff and 
students," he continued. "I have had the 
opportunity to spend considerable time 
outside the United States. In doing so, I 
have developed a broad view of 
international affairs and have come to 
appreciate that not understanding other 
cultures is dangerous to all stakeholders. 
I am deeply gratified by the kinds of 
relationships we have established with 
faculty and students at institutions such 

as the Universidad de las Americas in 
Puebla, Mexico. Maintaining and 
developing relationships with 
international academic institutions has 
been and remains a high priority for me." 

He received his bachelor's and 
master's degrees in Electrical Engineering 
and was awarded the first 
Interdisciplinary Engineering Ph.D. 
awarded by Texas Tech University. 

Marcy came to Texas Tech in 1975 
as an associate professor in the 
Department of Systems Engineering and 
in the Department of Industrial 
Engineering. He was named chair of the 
Department of Computer Science from 
1987-1995. He was an associate dean 
from 1995-1998, and served as dean of 
the College ofEngineering from 1998 
until2002. 

He is a member of several 
professional organizations including the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, Association for Computing 
Machinery, American Association for 
Engineering Education, and the Institute 
of Industrial Engineers. He has received 
several awards including the Amoco 
Outstanding Teaching Award, the 
Haliburton Education Foundation Award 
for Excellence and the Association for 
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Computing Machinery Certificate of 
Excellence. He also is the author of 
numerous publications. 

Texas Tech President David 
Schmidly, said, "We are very fortunate 
that Bill Marcy, who worked closely with 
Provost Burns as dean of the College of 
Engineering, can continue 
the important work of 
enhancing academic 
excellence at Texas Tech 
University as our new 
provost." 

Idris Rhea Traylor 
Jr.*, Executive Directorof Marcy 
the Office of International Affairs, 
commented, "The Office oflnternational 
Affairs, and its various divisions, 
including I CASALS, report to the Office 
of the Provost. For many years I, and 
other members of the staff, have had the 
pleasure of working with Bill Marcy in his 
capacity of Dean of Engineering on 
various projects on campus and in other 
countries. We are all very confident that 
as Provost Bill Marcy will provide 
outstanding leadership for Texas Tech 
University, and that his interest and 
support will ensure the continued growth 
and quality services of the Office of 
International Affairs." 



People living in arid climates may have increased risks 
of suffering from heat strokes during summer months 
Individuals who are required to be 
outside for extensive periods during hot 
summer months in arid climates may face 
potentially life threatening problems of 
dehydration and/or heat strokes. To 
avoid this problem, doctors advise people 
to gradually become acclimated to the 
higher temperatures rather than staying in 
the heat for long periods of time before 
their bodies have had a chance to become 
accustomed to the heat. 

Kenneth Nugent, chief of pulmonary 
medicine at Texas Tech Medical Center, 
said that anyone can adversely be 
affected by heat. 

"Usually when summer begins we 
see more cases of dehydration," he said. 
"It can happen to anyone working in 
temperatures in which they haven't yet 

been acclimated. People most likely to be 
affected are those such as work crews 
who are required to work outside and 
athletes practicing in the heat." 

Each summer there are tragic reports 
of healthy athletes who die from heat 
exhaustion. Therefore, coaches and 
trainers need to be more educated about 
limiting physical exertion in severe heat 
and taking more precautions to protect 
athletes, Nugent said. 

"Common sense must be used," he 
said. "Many times people think they can 
handle the physical exertion and don't 
consider themselves vulnerable when 
they really are. Often young people think 
they can handle the heat and don't 
realize their vulnerability until it's too 
late." 

He pointed to a recent case in 
Lubbock where a group of cadets 
suddenly became sick and had to be 
rushed to the hospital. Investigators 
searched for what caused 34 of 59 
seemingly healthy young people to 
become violently ill. After a thorough 
investigation, they finally concluded 
that physical exertion combined with 
high temperatures led to heat 
exhaustion. As a result of so many 
cadets being overcome by the heat, the 
summer program had to be canceled. 

"Those who must be outside for 
extended periods of time m.ust limit their 
initial work and keep well hydrated," he 
stressed. "Then as they become 

(Continued, see Caution, page 10) 

Dregne recognized by scientists around the world 
for expertise on land degradation and desertification 
(Continued from page 3) 

he did around the world. Texas Tech and 
!CASALS will never be the same without 
him, but his legacy will always live on in 
the future." 

Dan Krieg*, professor of soil science, 
said he will forever be grateful to Dregne 
for hiring him when he first came to Texas 
Tech. 

"He was chair of the Agronomy 
Department and I was his first hire in 
January of 1970," he said. "He was a good 
friend and a mentor who I truly respected 
for the past 32 years. I have worked for 
many administrators over the years, and 
he was one of the best because he 
provided me with the information I 
needed to succeed. Very few people I've 
been acquainted with in administrative 
roles had the vision and leadership 
qualities that Harold Dregne had." 

Rick Zartman*, a professor of soil 
science, also was hired by Dregne. 

"I've known him since 1974," he said. 
"He was a really good person and 
everyone liked him. He spent a lot of time 
in foreign countries and traveled 
extensively. He was always interested in 

what others had done and what they 
planned to do. He will be greatly 
missed." 

Rockwell Professor of Soil Science, 
B.L. Allen*, said he met Dregne when he 
first came to Texas Tech and was 
impressed with his knowledge about 
desertification. 

"I had a great regard for him 
because he was the type of individual 
who did quality work and expected 
quality work from people with whom he 
was associated," he said. "He was an 
international authority on desertification 
and very few people at Texas Tech 
University realized what a reputation he 
had in countries worldwide in arid and 
semiarid lands. He was known and 
respected all over the world." 

William Bennett, retired professor of 
agronomy, said that Dregne's reputation 
preceded him when he came to Texas 
Tech University in 1969. 

"I had heard he was an excellent 
scientist and knew about his research 
work on salinity before he came to Texas 
Tech," he said. " When be chaired the 
department he was fair and considerate, 
yet he demanded work out of people and 
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I thought the growth of the department 
was quite good during his tenure. 

"His work with desertification was 
world renowned," Bennett continued. 
"Even after he retired, he continued to 
work diligently on his subject matter and 
other subjects related to international 
affairs." 

James Jonish, Deputy Director of 
!CASALS from 1984-1994,saidDregne 
had achieved more than his innumerable 
research accomplishments. 

"I had the pleasure of working with 
Harold for 10 years at I CASALS and kept 
in contact with him afterwards. It was an 
absolute delight to be around him," he 
said . "Many will remember his scholarly 
achievements, but there was much more. 
He was gracious to a fault, for he was 
generous with his time for students, 
foreign visitors and colleagues. I felt he 
knew just about everything worth 
knowing and was constantly amazed at 
his ability to give me names, institutions 
and ideas to enhance some funding effort 
I was engaged in. His sense of humor 
had a remarkable influence on us all." 

(Continued, see Dregne, page 11) 



Traylor became first director of the 
Office of International Affairs in 1988 
(Continued from page 1) 

by Traylor was the gift of the Ogallala 
Aquifer Regional Study Archive, 
including all the materials and 
publications, over250,000 working 
papers and research files, for the 1978-
1982 High Plains Study Council's 
extensive study of the water resources 
and the economy of the Ogallala Aquifer, 
which stretches from the High Plains 
northward into Canada. 

In 1988 the University administration 
combined international offices across the 
campus to create the Office of 
International Affairs (OIA), of which 
!CASALS became a constituent unit. 
Traylor was named the first executive 
director of the newly created Office, and 
has served in that position until now, 
thus also maintaining his ties with 
I CASALS. In 1997 the Office of 
International Affairs occupied the new 
International Cultural C~nter funded by 
the State of Texas and with important 
public support. Traylor also became 
director of the International Cultural 
Center, a unit of the OIA, which 
symbolizes Texas Tech's commitment to 
international education. As executive 
director of the Office of International 
Affairs, Traylor obtained funding and 
worked with the establishment of a new 
unit of the Office, the Division of Public 
Education, which offers international 
educational programing for K-12 
students in a unique outreach program. 
This program has grown to where almost 
24,000 students a year receive 
educational experiences. The Office of 
International Affairs also handles 
immigration and counseling for all 
international students and faculty, the 
study abroad programs of the university, 
the outreach programming, innumerable 
events such as conferences, lectures, 
performances and exhibitions at the 
International Cultural Center, 
international student recruitment and 
alumni development, and also has a major 
multimedia library. I CASALS is an 
important component of the OIA. 

Throughout his 37 years at Texas 
Tech Traylor has maintained his faculty 
appointment, enjoying teaching and 
direction of graduate work and has 
received numerous teaching awards, 
including the Spencer A. Wells Faculty 
Award. He has been listed in the 
publication Great Teachers of Our Time. 
Traylor continued his travels, and served 
on important commissions, on a national 
committee to review policies for academic 
exchanges between the United States 
and East Europe for the Institute of 
International Education, and had special 
assignments in the Middle East, People's 
Republic of China and the Balkans for the 
U.S. Information Agency and the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. He has also 
lectured abroad and has been a 
consultant at Middle East Technical 
University in Ankara, Turkey, and 
Karadeniz Technical University in 
Trabzon, Turkey. Traylor has served as 
vice president of the International Desert 
Development Commission from 1993 until 
the present. This is an international 
organization that has organized major 
conferences in Egypt, China, Mexico and, 
under Traylor's direction, at Texas Tech 
University. Funding for this organization 
has been provided by the United Nations 
Environment Programme. 

Also active in civic work, Traylor 
has received more than 40 awards for 
professional and civic contributions and 
services. He has served as principal or 
co-investigator obtaining grants and 
funding totaling millions of dollars for the 
University. Traylor has served on several 
state commissions. He was appointed by 
the Governor ofTexas to the Texas 
Multistate Water Resources Planning 
Commission from 1982-1993. In 1986 he 
also was appointed by the Texas 
Commissioner of Agriculture to the 
Texas-Israel Exchange Committee, which 
arranges joint applied agriculture 
research in arid lands development. He 
served eight years on the Board of 
Directors of the Texas Historical 
Foundation, which with the Texas 
Historical Commission promotes 

7 

preservation and restoration of 
significant sites and buildings in the 
state. 

Traylor has served as a consultant 
for governmental agencies, publishing 
companies and professional 
organizations. He has served on boards 
of directors or trustees of 14 museums, 
hospitals, corporations, foundations, an 
international consorti~, and 
professional associations. He has served 
as president of both the W estem Social 
Science Association and the Rocky 
Mountain Association for Slavic Studies. 
Traylor was the national president from 
1985-1989 of the Kappa Alpha Order, 
with almost 130 college or university 
chapters and more than 100,000 active 
and alumnus members. He also served 
four terms as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the National Interfraternity 
Conference (NIC) and as its national 
president, 1998-1999. The NIC represents 
67 national fraternities and almost six 
million alumni and undergraduate 
members. In both organizations Traylor 
emphasized programs supporting 
leadership development, academic 
excellence and social responsibility 

· among the student members. He also has 
20 written or edited publications and 
more than 40 papers presented in panel 
discussions and sessions of professional 
meetings. Currently, and for many years, 
he is the associate editor of the Social 
Science Journal. 

During his tenure at Texas Tech, 
Traylor has served on a very large 
number of University committees and 
was the chairman of three presidential 
inaugurations. Over the years Traylor 
was very active with student 
organizations, serving as their sponsor 
and advisor and one of the first and one 
of only three designated a Lifetime 
Sponsor of the Student Senate. April, 
2002, he received the Faculty 
Distinguished Leadership Award He 
also has been on numerous committees 
including the Academic Council, 
International Affairs Council, Student 

(Continued, see Colleagues, page 9) 



Researchers examine causes of hantavirus 
transmissions from rodents to humans 
The mere mention of the hantavirus 
disease has the potential to unnerve 
many people, for often victims infected 
with the dreaded disease die from their 
illness. To help combat this disease, 
researchers are actively gathering 
information about how the virus is 
transmitted and how it affects its victims. 
In many aspects the disease is a mystery. 
However, it is known that the virus is 
transmitted to humans who come in 
contact with infected rodent urine, 
droppings or nesting materials. 

A group of university researchers 
are exploring the intriguing possibility 
that rodents, which are blamed for 
transmitting the infection to humans, may 
not be the original culprit of the 
hantavirus disease. Scientists are 
conducting a series of tests to determine 
if the actual offender could possibly be 
chiggers who use the rodents as hosts, 
infecting them with the virus which is 
then passed on to humans. 

Robert D. Owen*, Associate 
Professor of Biological Sciences at Texas 
Tech University, amammalogistwho 
studies small mammals, especially 

rodents, is a member of a team of 
researchers from Texas Tech University 
and New Mexico State University who 
are examining this possibility. This 
group has joined forces to examine the 
ecology of the hantavirus and how it is 

Marilyn Houck, Associate Professor of 
Biological Sciences at Texas Tech University, 
collects chiggers from a mouse. 

maintained in populations and factors 
that influence its prevalence and 
likelihood of transmission to people. 

"This is a real interdisciplinary team 
comprised of a virologist, landscape 
ecologist, mammalogist, and 
parasitologist," he said. "We are 
examining the effects of the possible 
transmission of the hantavirus by 
chiggers." The team includes Marilyn 
Houck and Nancy Mcintyre of Biological 
Sciences at Texas Tech University and 
Colleen Jonsson of Biochemistry at New 
Mexico State University. The project is 
funded by the Texas Advanced Research 
Program. 

Increasing knowledge ·about the 
complexities of the relationships between 
rodents, chiggers and landscape ecology 
are all intermingled. Therefore, each 
member of the team brings expertise from 
their particular field to help track this 
disease, he added. 

"I'm interested in evolutionary 
ecology, habitat associations, and 
community structure of the rodents," he 
said. "I became associated with people 
looking at medical" and ecological aspects 
but who didn't know much about 
rodents." 

(Continued, see Scientists, page 12) 

Professor returns after a year teaching and 
documenting traditional architecture in Zimbabwe 
Joseph L. Aranha*, Associate Professor 
in the College of Architecture, was 
recently awarded a faculty development 
leave and spent a year in Zimbabwe as a 
Fulbright Scholar aiding in the 
development of a new architecture 
program at the National University of 
Science and Technology (NUST) in 
Bulawayo, the second largest city in 
Zimbabwe. He explained that this was 
the first professional architecture degree 
program in Zimbabwe. 

"The University of Zimbabwe and 
other private colleges have been around 
for many years, however there was no 
architecture program available to 
students," he said. "There are good 
architects in Zimbabwe, but there were 
no schools there, forcing students to 

leave the country to receive an 
education in architecture." 

He also said that NUST was 
Zimbabwe' s second government-funded 
university and was started in 1991. The 
five-year architecture program began in 
1998. Professor Aranha was appointed 
as studio master for the third-year 
architecture students, which was the 
senior-most class at the time. He also 
taught a lecture course called 
Environmental Design to second-year 
students. 

Aranha explained that Zimbabwe is 
located just north of the Tropic of 
Capricorn and consists of rocky areas 
such as the Matopos, grasslands, called 
veld, and a few wet hilly regions. Most 
of the country has a semiarid climate. 
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One of the topics dealt with in the course 
on environmental design involved the 
design of buildings that respond to the 
local climate and context. 

"Climate responsive architectural 
design is very important because it not 
only allows for more comfortable living," 
he said, "but it also can provide buildings 
that can rely less on mechanical heating 
arid cooling and therefore save energy 
and lower fuel costs for people. This is 
important in any part of the world but 
particularly important in places like 
Zimbabwe where most people do not 
have large incomes. Among other things 
we also discussed was how contemporary 
building design can be made climate 

(Continued, see Climate, page 10) 



Colleagues praise Traylor's accomplishments 
(Continued from page 7) 

Publications Committee, and various 
committees of the Department of History. 

Texas Tech University President David 
Schmidly* said Traylor has made an 
indelible mark on the university's 
international programs. 

"Surely no one in the history of this 
University has done more to establish the 
importance of international education as 
Idris Traylor," he said. "His scholarship, 
broad knowledge of world cultures and 
diplomacy skills have been invaluable 
assets to Texas Tech. 

"Dr. Traylor will be very difficult to 
replace," he said. "I feel sure his 
contributions to the International Cultural 
Center and its educational programs will 
define the course of international education 
at Texas Tech for many decades." 

Texas Tech President Emeritus Don 
Haragan* said Traylor has undertaken 
many roles while at the university. 

"The talents ofldris Traylor go far 
beyond the title he holds," he said. "He is a 
teacher, but what goes unsaid is the fact 
that he is one of the finest teachers at 
Texas Tech University. He is a scholar, but 
what goes unsaid is the fact that he is a 
library of information on European history 
and his depth of knowledge of Tsarist 
Russia is matched by few other individuals. 
And he is the Executive Director of the 
Office of International Affairs, but what 
goes unsaid is the fact that he has served 
for many years as the ''undesignated" chief 
of national and international protocol for 
the University. Add to this his talents as 
an expert tour guide to almost anywhere in 
the world and you have truly the 
renaissance man." 

John Bums, who has just retired as 
Provost of Texas Tech, said Traylor's 
contributions to the University will never 
be forgotten. 

"Dr. Traylor is a truly amazing 
individual," he said. "His knowledge about 
various issues in international affairs 
cannot be replaced. I have enjoyed my 
association with Idris immensely." 

Vice Provost James Brink said 
Traylor's vast international knowledge will 
be greatly missed. 

"The University will be losing one of 
our most valuable resources when Idris is 

no longer ' at our front door' to greet and 
play host to the thousands of 
international students, faculty, staff, and 
visitors who come to Texas Tech," he 
said. "I've known Idris since 1975 as 
history colleagues and as fellow 
administrators. I've come to respect and 
appreciate his cosmopolitan good taste 
and attention to the sensitivities and 
needs of others. In fact, I long ago 
thought Tech should dub Idris 'Minister 
of Protocol.' He has traveled the world 
making friends and learning the local 
culture wherever he goes. And he brings 
an Old World graciousness and savoir 
faire to his responsibilities in 
International Affairs. A driving force 
behind the conception, construction, and 
furnishing of our magnificent 
International Cultural Center, Idris 
represents Texas Tech as a first class 
university, and he does so without 
egotism or bombast, but with sprezzatura 
[effortless mastery]. Thanks, Idris, for all 
you've done for Texas Tech. I know it 
wasn' t effortless, but you made it appear 
so, and we are a better University 
because of you." 

Michael D. Shonrock, Vice President 
for Student Affairs, said Traylor is a man 
of great character. 

"I recently re-read Character is 
Destiny, by Russell W. Cough, 
discussing the value of personal ethics in 
everyday living," he said. "At the 
beginning of each chapter, in my opinion, 
should be the 'smiling face' ofDr. Idris R. 
Traylor, Jr., because he is, from my 
personal and professional experience, the 
greatest example of how utterly central 
character is in life. Dr. Traylor 
continually serves as my personal 
example of the consummate man of 
character. In the words of Albert 
Schweitzer, 'Example is not the main 
thing in life - it is the only thing."' 

Bruce Daniels, chair of the history 
department, said Traylor made his 
transition to Texas Tech a pleasant one. 

"As a newcomer to Texas Tech, I 
was made to feel wonderfully welcome by 
Idris from the moment of our first 
meeting," he said. "He is one of the most 
gracious and courteous people that I 
have ever met. As chair, I have firsthand 
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knowledge that he is as immensely 
popular with students as he is with his 
colleagues." 

Clifford Fedler*, Directorof 
I CASALS, said he will miss his daily 
interaction with Traylor. 

"It is always such a sad day when 
you have to say goodbye to the day-to
day interaction of a colleague and mentor 
such as Dr. Idris Traylor as he retires," he 
said. "He has brought so much not only 
to I CASALS, but to Texas Tech 
University as a whole. On behalf of the 
entire group at !CASALS, I would like to 
say that our hearts go out to him and 
wish him all the best." 

Former !CASALS colleagues also 
have sent comments. 

James Jonish, who served as Deputy 
Director for I CASALS from 1984-1994, 
said Traylor will be missed. 

"It will be difficult to think of 
!CASALS and the Office oflnternational 
Affairs without Idris Traylor," he said. 
"He was in place at the origin of both 
institutions, and served both with 
distinction." 

Kary Mathis, who served as director 
ofICASALS from 1994-200 I, said Traylor 
has played an important role in the 
international development of Texas Tech 
University. 

"Tome, Idris Traylor epitomizes 
many of the essential facets of Texas 
Tech," he said. "As a dedicated 
historian, he has seen and helped shape 
much of the recent history of Texas Tech, 
especially the international dimensions. 
Many current faculty members and 
friends of the university probably do not 
know of the vital role Dr. Traylor played 
in creating the Office of International 
Affairs, and in the realization of the 
matchless International Cultural Center 
building. 

"Dr. Traylor' s great identification 
with the Office of International Affairs 
and the International Cultural Center in 
the minds of many still do reveal the long 
years of working with the many parties 
and interests necessary to create the idea 
of an International Cultural Center and 
then to generate the resources and 

(Continued, see Traylor, page 11) 



Climate responsive architectural design has many benefits 
(Continued from page 8) 

responsive by innovatively adapting or 
incorporating climate-related design 
strategies from traditional and vernacular 
architecture around the world." 

In the third-year design studio 
course students worked on a variety of 
projects ranging from urban infill projects 
to a multi-media production facility and 
an international housing design 
competition. 

"The students were intelligent, 
competent and enthusiastic," he said. 
"They worked quite well despite meager 
academic resources such as library books 
and access to computers. Students had 
to manage on limited budgets and had to 
rely on public transportation that often 
did not run because there was no fuel. 
But they managed to get their projects 
done." 

"In the design studio, students were 
very eager to find ways to incorporate 
ideas from traditional Zimbabwean 
architecture," he continued. "Like many 
post-colonial societies, Zimbabweans are 
conscious of a need to create their own 
national identity. Architecture and the 
form of the built environment is one way 
to do so. We often discussed local 
building traditions and how the 
indigenous built environments of the 
southern African region responded to 
climate, local materials, and culture. We 
also discussed the challenges in 

adapting primarily rural building 
traditions to contemporary urban 
structures in ways that were innovative 
and meaningful rather than just stylistic 
formal imitation." 

Aranha explained that most 
buildings in Zimbabwe constructed 
during the past I 00 years have strong 
western influences. Although the 
colonial buildings in Zimbabwe are quite 
well adapted to the local climate, they did 
not reflect indigenous architectural and 
building traditions of peoples of the 
region." 

Aranha's field of expertise involves 
vernacular and traditional architecture in 
non-western cultures. Traveling to 
Zimbabwe offered him an opportunity to 
research and learn about local 
Zimbabwean cultures and their traditional 
built environments, as well as allowed 
him to assist NUST in educating 
architectural students and preparing 
them for architectural practice in the 21st 
century. 

"I viewed this Fulbright experience 
as an opportunity to get to know about a 
part of the world that I previously had 
not known much about," he said. "The 
experience allowed me to begin to set the 
foundations for architectural research 
and investigation of traditional 
architecture in that part of the world. It 
also provided me with information and 
visual material (slides) that have enabled 
me to enrich and add content to the 

courses that I teach at Texas Tech, 
- particularly the course on Architecture in 

Non Western Societies." 
While in Zimbabwe, Aranha chose 

to conduct field research on the 
traditional buildings and settlements of 
the BaTonga people, he said. "The 
Ba Tonga is a minority cultural group that 
traditionally lived along the Zambesi 
River Valley. Despite the relocation and 
the hardships of re-adjustment to a 
different environment, the BaTonga 
buildings have been relatively unaffected 
by the outside world and colonization. 

"The BaTonga use natural locally 
available resources to survive," he 
added. The BaTonga build houses with 
wood and other materials that are 
available in the bush. They also use 
traditional techniques of construction 
and the primary materials are wood, tree 
branches, thatch and mud. They 
continue to use these materials and build 
in the traditional manner mainly because 
they cannot afford other materials." 

He added that he hopes to find ways 
to continue future collaborations with the 
country of Zimbabwe. 

"I would like for this to be the 
beginning of a relationship with 
Zimbabwe," he said. "They are located in 
a semiarid environment, and it would be a 
wonderful opportunity for !CASALS to 
become involved as Zimbabwe is very 
much like West Texas in climate and 
terrain." 

Caution should be exercised by those who are 
outside for extended periods of time in the heat 
(Continued from page 6) 

acclimated to the heat, they can 
gradually stay outside for longer 
periods of time." 

Others who can be affected by the 
heat include the very young, the elderly 
and those suffering with various health 
problems. Many metropolitan areas 
have organized programs to provide 
cooling devices for elderly or needy 
individuals. However, Nugent said, it is 
extremely important to check on the 
welfare of elderly people whO' live alone 

as deaths during heat waves still are 
frequent occurrences. 

According to an article that 
appeared in The New England Journal of 
Medicine, June 20, 2002, issue, heat 
stroke is a preventable illness. 

Authors Abderrezak Bouchama and 
James P. Knochel offer common sense 
advice such as scheduling outdoor 
activities during cooler times of the day, 
reducing physical activity, drinking more 
fluids and increasing the amount of time 
spent in air conditioned areas. 
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Additionally, motor vehicles should be 
kept locked so that children will not get 
in them without anyone's knowledge. 
They stressed that children should never 
be left unattended in vehicles, as each 
year there are reports of children in cars 
and succumbing to the heat. 

Nugent said caution is the key. 
"Heat strokes can be avoided," 

Nugent said. "People just need to be 
more careful and become more 
knowledgeable about how to avoid 
potentially dangerous situations." 



Dregne made indelible mark in arid lands research 
(Continued from page 6) 

Kary Mathis, director ofICASALS 
from 1993-2001, said that the world had 
lost one of the greatest contributors to 
arid lands research. 

"Texas Tech University and the 
community of arid lands scholars lost a 
great friend, supporter and contributor 
in Harold Dregne," he said. "During his 
long and notable career, Dr. Dregne 
wrote and led research, taught, and 
offered counsel to many, many workers 
in arid lands throughout the world. 

"My personal acquaintance began 
in 1983, shortly after I came to Texas 
Tech," he continued. "Harold was 
working full-time in I CASALS and 
administering a grant from USAID. He 
was extremely helpful and interested in 
assisting me to become involved in the 
international development projects and 
activities ofICASALS, and exceedingly 
generous with his time and advice. I 
later found that he was just as generous 
and helpful to anyone who asked his 
help. I was also impressed by his 
energy and his frequent and extensive 
travels abroad, and amazed to learn that 
he was 67 and "retired" at the time. 

"This characteristic of energy and 
international involvement continued 
over the next 18 years of my friendship 
with Harold," he continued. "I was 
privileged to travel to Egypt on behalf of 
I CASALS, and met several Egyptians 
who had known Harold for years and 
expressed the greatest respect for his 

contributions and continuing assistance. 
One of the most noted arid lands 
ecologists, not only in Egypt but in the 
world, remarked to me, 'I consider Harold 
at least half Egyptian.' This, from an 
individual whose accomplishments and 
reputation were near the equal of 
Harold's and who represented the 
viewpoint of a proud and ancient 
civilization, was most revealing to me." 

Mathis recalled other memories. 
"Another incident illustrating 

Harold's commitment, concern and 
energy remains in my memory," he said. 
"In the summer of 1997, I was again 
privileged to go with an I CASALS 
delegation to Jalisco state, Mexico, to 
spend a week with colleagues and 
students from the agricultural campus of 
the University of Guadalajara, the 
University Center of the Highlands, to 
develop plans for a long-term affiliation 
between Texas Tech and that University. 
The Mexican faculty had visited Texas 
Tech the previous year, and each of them 
had known of Harold for many years, and 
expressed great respect and honor for 
him, particularly after his gracious and 
extended visits with them at that time. 

"Duringtlie.l991 meeting, Harold 
was a key member of the delegation, and 
took every field trip, sat through every 
conference, and amazed the Mexicans 
and those of us from Texas Tech with his 
presentation of some of his research in 
Spanish," he continued. "When I 
casually mentioned to our Mexican 
friends that Harold was then 81, they 

were beyond amazed. They had 
difficulty in believing that he remained so 
active, intellectually engaged and 
completely current on research in his 
field. I join all, not only at Texas Tech but 
throughout the world, in saying how 
much we miss Harold and how much we 
value what he gave to us." 

Letters have been received in the 
Office of International Affairs from arid 
lands specialists around the world, 
commenting on Dregne's contributions. 

Manuel Anaya Garduno, of the soils 
department in the graduate college at the 
State of Mexico Mexico, said he will 
always have fond memories ofDregne. 

"He was a wonderful person," he 
wrote. "Such people never die, they will 
forever be in our minds. He was a great 
man." 

Mohammad Kassas, a member of the 
faculty in science at the University of 
Cairo in Egypt, remembers Dregne as a 
brilliant scientist. 

"My first encounter with Harold was 
in 1968," he wrote. "During the next 33 
years we worked together in Cairo, 
Nairobi, Europe and the United States on 
problems of arid lands, land degradation 
and desertification. During those years, I 
have always found him to be a fountain 
of knowledge and human kindness. He 
combined a kind heart with a brigh~ 
mind." 

Our sympathies go out to the Dregne 
family. Texas Tech University, the Office of 
International Affairs and !CASALS will 
sorely miss him but never forget him. 

Traylor will serve as special consultant to the Office oflnternationalAffairs 
(Continued from page 9) 

support to make it happen," Mathis continued. "Many other persons were prominently publicized, deservedly so, but Dr. Traylor 
was an equally vital, though unsung, member of the diverse coalition that brought the ICC to reality. I never ceased to marvel at 
his tact and diplomacy in dealing with the many difficult situations encountered during the very long process and with those 
which continued through the development of programs in the ICC. It was a source of wonder and inspiration, too, to learn of the 
new and creative programs he continuously initiated and encouraged, even as he dealt with heavy and increasing administrative 
responsibilities. 

"Idris Traylor is a dedicated teacher, and continued to put great effort into the courses he taught and the students he 
advised throughout the development of OIA and the ICC, and through the growing responsibility of OIA and its programs," he 
said. "Frankly, I don't know how he did it all, but I am certain his students never knew the work he put in on their behalf, nor the 
long hours it cost him, because he has the ability to make students feel that their concerns are his, and are the only ones on his 
mind at the time. Dr. Traylor's many years at Texas Tech gave him a deep appreciation for the struggles to reach its current stage 
of eminence, and he has contributed most importantly to that prominence." 

In retirement, Traylor plans to continue to travel, do consultancies, and finish two books on which he has been working. He 
has been appointed a Special Consultant to the Office of International Affairs. 
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Scientists explore possibility that the hantavirus might start with chiggers 
(Continued from page 8) 

Related projects, led by Owen and 
Jonsson, are being conducted in 
Honduras and Paraguay because both 
countries have had outbreaks of the 
deadly disease. They received funding 
from the National Institutes of Health to 
begin work in Honduras. 

"We are looking at the fundamental 
question about the nature of the virus " 
Owen said. "Our focus is virology and 
ecology." 

Owen said it was only about IO 
years ago that the medical community 
realized that the hantavirus was present 
in the Americas 

"We were not aware of the 
hantavirus in the New World until the 
early 1990s, when several strains from 
four countries from Canada to Argentina 
were found," he said. "Initially it was 
thought that the virus was only found in 
arid regions because it was found in the 
arid southwest in North America, as well 
as arid regions in Argentina and 
Paraguay. In fact, in Paraguay, all human 
cases were found in arid regions." 

However, scientists have discovered 
that the illness has been found in 
wetland regions of the world as well 
leading them to realize that more th~ one 
species of mouse may be carriers of the 
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disease. Owen explained that there is 
another group of mice which is found in 
wetlands or semiaquatic regions that is 
associated with the strain in South 
America. These species of rodents, 
commonly known as rice rats, are also 
found in gulf coastal regions of eastern 
and southeastern Texas, where they 
have been found to carry one of the 
strains of hantavirus, further confirming 
that hantavirus is not restricted to arid 
lands. 

Owen explained that the disease 
can be fatal for its victims. 

"The Old World disease primarily 
affects the kidneys, whereas the New 
W,orld disease affects the lungs," he 
said. "There is a fluid buildup in the 
lungs so the person basically drowns. 
Those who are struck with the disease 
have roughly only a 50-50 chance of 
survival." However, he added, some 
strains of the virus are less virulent. 

"One of the things we have 
observed is that a lot of cases of 
hantavirus have been found in areas 
where people were clearing land for 
agriculture," he said. "For example, 
indigenous people in Paraguay settle in 
or near newly cleared areas, where the 
rodents' natural habitat has been 
disturbed. Human activities can lead to 

rodent droppings being stirred up into 
the air and people sometimes breathe the 
contaminated air, which can lead to the 
disease." 

Owen said that researchers would 
like to discover why some people who 
are exposed to the disease actually 
contract it, whereas others seem to 
develop a resistance. 

"There are a number of factors that 
may be involved," he said. "Some may 
have weakened inlmune systems, such as 
the very young or old. Also the amount 
of infected air that a person breathes 
might be a reason for some coming down 
with the disease and others not being 
affected. Or, it may be that there are 
alternative modes of transmission, which 
remain to be documented." 

Owen said the team of researchers 
will continue analyzing the possibility 
that chiggers are the carriers or 
transmitters of the disease by examining 
the interaction between rodent 
communities and chigger populations 
within those communities. The team of 
scientists also will continue examining 
the relationship of how disturbing the 
rodents' natural habitats caused by 
outside forces such as grazing and 
clearing of land affects the transmission 
of the disease. 
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