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Chapter 1.  Introduction 
 

Although many Americans supported the United States’ entry into the Great War 

of 1914-18, many more opposed it.  President Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat from 

Virginia, won re-election in 1916 based partly on his campaign slogan, “He kept us out of 

war”.  On February 1, 1917, however, German U-boats began their campaign of 

unrestricted submarine warfare against all shipping entering and departing the British 

Isles.  President Wilson eventually asked Congress to declare war on Germany to make 

the world “safe for democracy.”  Congress complied and on April 6, 1917, the United 

States went to war against Germany.  When it was over on November 11, 1918, around 

50,000 American servicemen had been killed.1  Wilson swept into Europe the next 

month presenting his Fourteen Points – one of which called for the creation of a League 

of Nations – and all of which, he claimed, would help prevent future wars.2  When the 

Allies, led by representatives of the “Big Four” – the United Kingdom, France, Italy, and 

the United States, hammered out the Treaty of Versailles in 1919, the United States 

Senate – controlled by the Republicans – voted it down – twice.  Republican Senators 

Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetts and William Borah of Idaho led the primary 

opposition to President Wilson’s support for the Treaty of Versailles.3  Instead, the 

United States chose to have its own separate peace treaty with Germany based upon a 

                                                           
1 Robert H. Ferrell.  Woodrow Wilson & World War I 1917-1921, 1-11. 

2 Ibid., 138 

3 Ibid., 174-177. 
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proposal from Senator Knox, which both nations signed in 1921.4  Thus, the United 

States entered a long period of isolationism from which it would not exit until 1941. 

A slew of anti-war novels, anti-war motion pictures, peace-promoting 

movements and speeches, and even legislation passed in the 1930s by the U.S. Congress 

specifically designed to keep the nation out of any future wars defined and buttressed 

this period of isolationism.  There was a strong belief among many citizens and 

politicians alike that the U.S. was pushed into the last war by profiteers looking to make 

a “fast buck” from the global conflict.  Books such as Merchants of Death and War is a 

Racket appeared by the early 1930s.  The most well- known anti-war novel of the 

period, All Quiet on the Western Front, was published in Germany in 1926 and in the 

U.S. in 1929.  It depicted the horrors of life and death in the trenches during the World 

War of 1914-18.5 

On the other side of the coin were many veterans of the Great War and aviation 

enthusiasts who created a pro-military presence and voice during this time by pushing 

for expanded airpower in commerce and the military.  During the 1920s, two aviators, 

both of whom would play a very important role in Lubbock’s aviation history, would 

make aviation headlines because of their flights over the waters of the Atlantic Ocean 

off the northeast coast of the U.S.  On July 21-22, 1921, General Billy Mitchell led a 

group of pilots on a bombing mission about 60 miles off the coast of Virginia.  The 

objective of the mission was to prove that bombs from aircraft could sink large 
                                                           
4 Ibid., 230. 

5 Remarque, Erich-Marie.  All Quiet on the Western Front, 32-33. 
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warships.  One of the warships was the captured German battleship, Ostfriesland, which 

sunk just 21 minutes after Mitchell and his raiders bombed it.6  After returning to the 

U.S. from Europe following the end of World War I, Brigadier General Mitchell, then 

assistant chief of the Army Air Service, abandoned his original plan to persuade his 

superior officers of the importance of military aviation.  Instead, he switched to 

campaigning publically to try to formulate public opinion in favor of increased air power.  

He carried out this campaign employing the usual channels of press interviews, books, 

periodicals, lectures, and addresses to congressional committees.  To the chagrin of 

many superior officers, this public pressure led to the War and Navy departments 

allowing him to conduct his bombing maneuvers in the summer of 1921.7  The 

Richmond Times-Dispatch stated that the destruction of the dreadnought battleship 

Ostfriesland ended “one of the most remarkable series of tests ever conducted.”  

Present during the test of aerial bombing were Secretary of the Navy Department, 

Edwin Denby, Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Koontz, and many heads of the army 

and navy who declared, “Aerial explosives are a menace to ships.”8  One of General 

Mitchell’s fliers was William Clent Breedlove, of Lubbock.  Breedlove’s very dear friend 

and fellow pilot on those missions that summer of 1921 was Roy Bodeen.  The two had 

met while stationed at March Field in California and received 65 hours of primary flight 

training there.  They were then transferred to Kelly Field in San Antonio, Texas, where 

                                                           
6 Alfred F. Hurley, Billy Mitchell – Crusader for Air Power, 66-69. 

7 Edwin H. Rutkowski.  The Politics of Military Aviation Procurement, 1926-1934, 16-18. 

8 Richmond Times-Dispatch, “U.S. Planes Sink Hun Warship With 2,000-lb. Bombs,” 1, July 22, 1921. 
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they were given advanced flight instruction.  After about six months’ training at Kelly 

Field, some of the pilots were told that they were going to Langley Field, Virginia.  They 

would then complete their flight training and receive their diplomas at the end of the 

General Billy Mitchell bombing maneuvers in 1921.  General Mitchell chose both 

Breedlove and Bodeen to be a part of his squadron of bombing pilots.  In addition to 

captured German warships, some obsolete U.S. Navy warships were bombed during 

these maneuvers, too.  More specifically, Bodeen said that he and Breedlove bombed 

the San Marcos, a smaller battleship, and that they bombed the German destroyer 

G102.  Photos from the Breedlove Collection show the dreadnought USS Alabama being 

bombed, as well.9  The 1955 motion picture, The Court-Martial of Billy Mitchell, starring 

Gary Cooper as General Mitchell, depicted this famous episode in U.S. military history.  

General Mitchell and his pilots proved some 20 years before the Japanese attack on 

Pearl Harbor that bombs alone could sink battleships.10 

                                                           
9 Roy Bodeen to Bill Wilkerson, interview, 1981, SCTTU. 

10 The Court-Martial of Billy Mitchell.  Dir. Otto Preminger.  United States Pictures, 1955.  Film. 
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FIGURE 1.1.  WILLIAM CLENT BREEDLOVE IN 1920.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE BOX 2 OF 3, FILE 7.  TWO 
1,100-LB BOMBS STRIKE THE USS ALABAMA DURING GENERAL BILLY MITCHELL’S BOMBING MANEUVERS IN THE SEPTEMBER 
1921 ABOUT 60 MILES OFF THE COAST OF VIRGINIA.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 1 OF 3, FILE 
33-3.  ROY BODEEN IN 1920.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE BOX 1 OF 3, FILE 33, FILE 3. 

      

FIGURE 1.2.  TWENTY BOMBER PILOTS OF GENERAL BILLY MITCHELL’S SQUADRON WITH INSTRUCTOR AT THE U.S. ARMY AIR 
SERVICE PHOTOGRAPHIC SCHOOL IN LANGLEY, VIRGINIA ON MAY 27, 1921.  CLENT BREEDLOVE IS IDENTIFIED WITH “CB” 
OVER HIS HEAD.  ROY BODEEN IS IDENTIFIED WITH “RB” OVER HIS HEAD.  THE INSTRUCTOR IS SHOWING THE PILOTS HOW TO USE 
A BOMBSIGHT.  BREEDLOVE AND BODEEN PARTICIPATED IN SINKING SEVERAL CAPTURED GERMAN WARSHIPS 60 MILES OFF THE 
COAST OF VIRGINIA IN THE SUMMER OF 1921 PROVING MITCHELL’S THEORY THAT BOMBS ALONE FROM AIRCRAFT COULD SINK 
WARSHIPS, INCLUDING BATTLESHIPS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 1 OF 3, FILE 33-3. 



Texas Tech University, John W. McCullough, August 2017 

6 
 

The other aviator who would make even bigger headlines in the 1920s was 

Charles Lindbergh.  The incredible feat that he performed proved highly enriching not 

only for himself but for Clent Breedlove, too.  Taking off from Roosevelt Field on Long 

Island, New York, on May 20, 1927, Lindbergh flew solo across the Atlantic Ocean and 

arrived in Paris on the evening of May 21.  The flight took 33 and ½ hours.11  Captain 

Lindbergh returned to the United States on June 10 aboard the light cruiser USS 

Memphis with his airplane, the Spirit of St. Louis, packed into a crate.  President Calvin 

Coolidge promoted him to Colonel in the United States Reserve Corps.12  After eighteen 

days of celebrations, parades, and speeches, Lindbergh was asked to perform another 

very long flight; only this one would be almost entirely over land and would take him to 

all forty-eight states.  The year before, wealthy American philanthropist, Daniel 

Guggenheim, had created a Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics.  He put his son, 

Harry, in charge of dispensing the vast monies totaling $500,000.  The director’s duties 

as defined by the Fund included the “promotion of aeronautical education throughout 

the country” and the “further development of commercial aircraft”.  Harry Guggenheim 

decided that he had found his man to promote aviation in the U.S.  He asked Col. 

Lindbergh if he would embark on a three-month tour of the U.S. in the Spirit of St. Louis 

travelling to all forty-eight states.  Lindbergh accepted the offer.  The Fund had two 

other goals:  to enhance current airport facilities for improved mail and passenger 

transportation and to “promote the development of airports.”  On July 20, 1927, 

                                                           
11 Sunday Avalanche-Journal (hereinafter cited as SAJ), “‘Here We Are’ Says Lindbergh in Paris,” 1, May 22, 
1927. 

12 A. Scott Berg.  Lindbergh, 148, 153-54. 
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Lindbergh started his journey and visited eighty-two cities to make speeches, promote 

his new book, We, sign autographs, have his photograph taken, promote the building of 

airports, and promote flying for everyone.  By the time Lindbergh’s Guggenheim Tour 

was over on October 23, he had flown 22,350 miles.13  On September 26, Lindbergh left 

Santa Fe, New Mexico for his next stop:  Abilene, Texas.  He flew via Crosbyton, Texas, 

then Roaring Springs, and Stamford and finally landed in Abilene.14  At that time, Clent 

Breedlove owned and operated a service station in Abilene.15  During this stretch of his 

trip, Lindbergh flew “over or somewhere near Lubbock” but could not land there 

because the city had no airport at the time.  This event spurred on Lubbock’s civic 

leaders and aviation enthusiasts to build a municipal airport so that they would not miss 

another visit by such prestigious aviator again.16 

The day after Lindbergh started his cross-country tour, Mr. A. B. Davis, manager 

of the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, wrote a letter to Mr. E. W. Provence, business 

manager of Texas Tech, about the importance of aviation in Lubbock’s future.  In it, 

Davis said, “the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce together with the Lubbock Aero Club is 

very anxious to secure an airport or what is more commonly called a landing field.”17  

Texas Tech was not able to comply with Davis’s request to lease 160 acres of its land.  

                                                           
13 A. Scott Berg.  Lindbergh, 148, 153-54. 

14 “Charles Lindbergh – An American Aviator,” CharlesLindbergh.com, www.charleslindbergh.com, (July 
18, 2017), http://www.charleslindbergh.com/history/gugtour.asp 

15 Aulyne Breedlove to Sylvan Dunn, interview, 1957, SCTTU. 

16 Abdon F. Holt to Jimmy Skaggs, interview, 1970, SCTTU. 

17 Lubbock Chamber of Commerce Records, “Letter from A. B. Davis to E. S. M Carter”, Box 36, File 15-1a, 
SCTTU. 
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Instead, Davis and Lubbock officials found a section of land (640 acres, or one square 

mile), five miles north of Lubbock just east of the Plainview road, later known as the 

Amarillo Highway.  They purchased this land on October 8, 1929.18  The Lubbock 

Municipal Airport opened on September 8, 1930 with Hal Bradley as its first manager.19  

Clent Breedlove became the manager in September 1931.20  In September 1939, 

Breedlove began training pilots in the CPTP at the Lubbock Municipal Airport.  He 

remained there until November 11, at which time he resigned as manager and then 

went next door to the municipal airport’s second hangar, a round-top metal building 

larger than the original brick hangar.  From this location, Clent Breedlove ran Breedlove 

Aerial Service and continued training pilots in the CPTP.21  Four days later, the 

Breedlove’s purchased their first home.  It was in the Deerwood Addition in 

southwestern Lubbock at 2419 - 27th Street.22 Breedlove trained pilots in the CPT until 

March 1943 as well as in three other programs.  So, Charles Lindbergh aided Clent 

Breedlove’s rise to aviation and financial success in Lubbock. 

In 1921, Italian General Giulio Douhet predicted that in future wars, the 

destructive power of aircraft would expand significantly with increased payloads of 

bombs and poisonous gases.  Douhet said that although civilians in past wars may not 

                                                           
18 Lubbock County Deed, Volume 150, page 456, October 8, 1929. 

19 Lubbock Morning Avalanche, (hereinafter cited as LMA), “Bradley Manager of Airport Here,” 8, 
September 8, 1930. 

20 LMA, “Free Meals And Entertainment Given Visiting Aviators at Lubbock Port,” 8, October 21, 1932. 

21 LMA, “W. C. (Clent) Breedlove Resigns as Airport Manager; Merrill Kayser Named Successor”, 9, 
November 12, 1939. 

22 Lubbock County Deed:  Volume 230, page 250, November 15, 1939, personal possession of author. 
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have felt the direct effects of war and that there was even a “legal distinction between 

combatants and noncombatants”, in future wars, it would be possible “to invade the 

enemy’s territory without first breaking through his defensive lines.” 23  He also foresaw 

an air force becoming a separate branch of the military from the army and navy but still 

being used to support both of those branches.  Aircraft would deliver these lethal loads 

of gas bombs, incendiaries, and bombs with delayed-action fuses on civilians “during 

crucial periods of time when such action might prove strategically invaluable.”24 

By 1930, motion pictures began appearing with strong anti-war messages and 

scenes depicting battles and strategic bombings of London by German Zeppelins.  The 

film version of All Quiet on the Western Front, released in 1930, exposed the horrors of 

trench warfare to the masses worldwide.  That same year, director Howard Hughes 

released Hell’s Angels.  The film featured terrifying scenes of a German Zeppelin 

bombing England.  Upon the approach of the airship, crewmembers sound the air raid 

alarms and turn off London’s electricity at the central power station.  The captain of the 

dirigible mistakenly thought that he had obliterated Trafalgar Square and became 

euphoric.  British biplanes eventually send the airship down in heap of flames.  In 

another scene, American pilot Monte Rutledge, played by Ben Lyon, claims that he is 

sick and does not want to go up on a night patrol.  One of the other pilots calls him 

‘yellow’ and he replies with a tirade against the system that sent him to war: “I’m not 

yellow!  I can see things as they are, is all; and I’m sick of this rotten business!  You fools!  

                                                           
23 Giulio Douhet.  The Command of the Air, 3-5, 9. 

24 Ibid., 20. 
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Why do you let them kill you like this?  What are you fighting for?  Patriotism.  Duty.  

Are you mad?  Can’t you see they’re just words?  Words conned by politicians and 

profiteers to trick you into fighting for them!  What’s a word compared to life?  The only 

life you’ve got!”25 

 Anti-war sentiment continued in other motion pictures such as Gold Diggers 

released in 1933.  In one scene, actress Joan Blondell, mourns about the emotional 

injuries that her husband suffered in the last war: “Remember my forgotten man.  You 

put a rifle in his hand.  You sent him far away.  You shouted “Hip-horray!”  But look at 

him today.”  She then watches as a police officer begins to shove a homeless man off a 

sidewalk; but she intervenes and pulls back the man’s jacket to reveal a medal from the 

World War pinned on the inside.  The police officer then walks away.  The next scene 

shows many young men marching off to battle in the Great War with U.S. flags, confetti, 

and crowds cheering; but the young men in “soup bowl” helmets soon find themselves 

marching alone in the rain.  The reality of war then becomes apparent when their 

wounded comrades begin stumbling back to the rear area between the lines of soldiers 

headed for the front who are now marching to a chorus of artillery shells.  This line of 

soldiers then transforms into a line of jobless men marching through a soup line during 

the Great Depression.26 

 In 1934, Merchants of Death was published.  It argued that the Great War was 

nothing but a conspiracy of businesses, corporations, and international firms, that did all 
                                                           
25 Hell’s Angels.  Dir. Howard Hughes.  The Caddo Company, 1930.  Film. 

26 Gold Diggers.  Dir. Mervyn LeRoy and Busby Berkley.  Warner Bros., 1933.  Film. 
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that they could to exploit the rise of nationalism and patriotism and reap huge profits 

from the bloodshed.  It gave a few examples of how war materials produced in one 

country were sold to another country and then used against the servicemen of the 

country which originally made and sold the armaments.27  By the time the war ended in 

November 1918, “there were 21,000 new American millionaires, Du Pont stock had 

gone from $20 to $1,000 a share,” and J.P. Morgan reportedly had profited more money 

in two years than his father had earned in his entire life.28 Then in 1935, retired U.S. 

Marine Corps Major General Smedley D. Butler published his excoriation of warfare in 

War is a Racket.  In it, Butler explains that in a racket, only a few insiders know what it is 

about and they are the ones who make huge fortunes.29  That same year, the U.S. 

Congress – now controlled by the Democrats but still in a period of staunch isolationism 

– overwhelmingly passed the first Neutrality Act, which prevented the United States 

from selling materials to any nation at war.  A more beefed-up version of this law would 

be passed in 1937 and again in 1939.  The Neutrality Acts largely prevented President 

Roosevelt – or any war profiteers or major corporations – from pushing the United 

States down the road to war again.30  Although Roosevelt supported Wilson’s aims to 

involve the U.S. in the League of Nations following World War I, he came into office in 

1933 keenly aware of most American’s strong opposition to joining the League.  With 

the Neutrality Acts in place, Congress tied Roosevelt’s hands and prevented him from 

                                                           
27 H. C. Engelbrecht.  Merchants of Death – A Study of the International Armament Industry, 1-4. 

28 Ibid., 173. 

29 Smedley D. Butler.  War is a Racket, 1-2. 

30 A. Scott Berg.  Lindbergh, 375, 399-400. 
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aiding any nations which Hitler and Mussolini aimed to gobble up.  Following the 

Munich agreement in September 1938, Roosevelt was sure that the policy of 

appeasement would fail and that war would ensue; but he deterred from trying to 

persuade Americans of this impending peril overseas and instead decided to allow the 

worsening situation educate Americans for him.31  Added to this was an organization 

founded in 1936 designed to keep the U.S. out of European politics and to spur on the 

isolationist movement.  It was called the German American Bund and was headed by 

Fritz Kuhn.  They held a rally at Madison Square Garden on February 20, 1939 at the 

height of internal pro-war and anti-war conflicts in the United States.32  Hollywood 

countered these isolationist and pro-Nazi Germany movements by creating a 15-minute 

documentary entitled Inside Nazi Germany as part of The March of Time series in 1938.  

This short movie sought to reveal the truth to Americans about the rise of dangerous 

Nazi propaganda and movements both abroad and at home.33  On February 26, 1938, 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), uncovered a ring of Nazi spies in New York City 

trading in U.S. military secrets.34  Warner Bros. later released the motion picture, 

Confessions of a Nazi Spy, in May 1939, which told the story of this incredible espionage 

ring.35 

                                                           
31 Lynne Olson.  Those Angry Days – Roosevelt, Lindbergh and America’s Fight Over World War II, 1939-41, 
32-33. 

32 Arnie Bernstein.  Swastika Nation – Fritz Kuhn and the Rise and Fall of the German-American Bund, 1-5 

33 Inside Nazi Germany.  Dir. Jack Glenn.  The March of Time, 1938.  Film. 

34 SAJ, 1, 8, February 27, 1938. 

35 Confessions of a Nazi Spy.  Dir. Anatole Litvak.  Warner Bros., 1939.  Film. 
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 By 1938, the Spanish Civil War was in its second year and Fascist leader Francisco 

Franco had already requested armaments including aircraft from Benito Mussolini of 

Fascist Italy and Adolf Hitler of Nazi Germany.  Although Germany was forbidden to 

have an air force under the provisions of the Versailles Treaty, it flaunted this restriction 

and maintained a sizable air power at home.  It also sent about 2,000 fighters and 

bombers to Spain, which – along with the ground forces – comprised the Condor Legion.  

It was in Spain that the Luftwaffe and the Italian Air Force put the theories of Giulio 

Douhet into practice.  Great air battles between Fascist and Loyalist forces, which 

Communist Russia supported, occurred.  In addition, the Fascists carried out numerous 

strategic and tactical bombing missions.  The widely publicized German bombing of the 

Spanish town of Guernica in 1938 killed hundreds of civilians including children. 36  On 

March 12 in that fateful year of 1938, German aircraft left Bavarian airfields for Austria, 

some delivering German officials to airports while others dropped propaganda leaflets.  

This was followed by troops of the 2nd Panzer Division and the SS-Leibstandarte crossing 

into Austria to be received by overjoyed citizens.  Transport planes delivered 2,000 fully 

armed German troops to Aspern Aerodrome in Vienna at a rate of one airplane a 

minute.37  In late September that same year, the world stood watch as Hitler took 

Europe to the brink of war by demanding that the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia be 

appended to Germany due to the very large number of ethnic Germans living in that 

region.  The crisis was resolved at a meeting in Munich between major European 

                                                           
36 Robert T. Elson.  Prelude to War, 170-175. 

37 David Faber.  Munich, 1938 – Appeasement and World War II, 139-141. 
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countries.  However, Neville Chamberlin’s policy of appeasement that the Allied powers 

adopted at Munich did little more than postpone the inevitable outbreak of war in 

Europe.  The following March, Hitler ordered his troops across the Sudetenland’s 

borders and into the rest of Czechoslovakia to absorb the capital city of Prague and the 

badly needed Skoda munitions factory for German military arms expansion.38 

The interwar period for the United States proved to be a rough flight for the 

progress of aviation.  “The services struggled with modernization, challenges to 

doctrine, rapid technological advancement, and difficult economic conditions.  For these 

and other reasons, air officers advocated aviation policies that often conflicted with 

those of the presidents and the majorities in Congress.  Air leaders used publicity, 

lobbying groups, and congressional contacts to push their agenda.”39  It was in this 

milieu that President Franklin D. Roosevelt worked with the U.S. Congress to create the 

Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA) in June 1938.40  They foresaw the coming storms of 

war in Europe and Asia and responded with another New Deal program to help build the 

nation’s civilian reserve of pilots who could be moved into the military quickly should 

war erupt at the nation’s doorstep.  Further evidence that the civilian and military areas 

of airpower were being combined for the good of all came that same year.  In 1938, the 

Civil Aeronautics Act directed the CAA to “undertake a field survey of the existing 

system of airports in the United States and present definite recommendations to 

                                                           
38 Ibid., 14-17, 278-283, 366-370. 

39 Rondall R. Rice, The Politics of Air Power – From Confrontation to Cooperation in Army Aviation Civil-
Military Relations, 174. 

40 Lubbock Chamber of Commerce Records, “Creation of Civil Aeronautics Authority,” Box 36, File 15-8A. 
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Congress as to whether or not the federal government should participate in 

construction, improvement, and operation of a national system of airports and, if so, to 

what extent.”  This marked the first time that all airports – both civilian and military – 

were combined and addressed as one challenge.  Professor Edward P. Warner, 

aeronautical engineer, and Brigadier General Barton K. Yount, assistant chief of the 

USAAC, and a number of other Army Air Corps officers led the group that created the 

study.  A main principle in the report that they delivered to the CAA was the 

“recognition of the importance of airports to both commercial development and 

military security.”41 

However, even before Roosevelt was President, he was seen by many was being 

of “vital import” to ramp up America’s slagging aviation business, severely damped by 

the Great Depression.  Aviation enthusiasts foresaw the coming not only of “Happy 

Days” but also of “Happy Landings” with Roosevelt as the “Nation’s Pilot”.  They pointed 

out that FDR flew to Chicago with his family when he was notified of his nomination for 

Presidency.  Furthermore, as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Roosevelt’s support of 

aviation was “vigorous and effective.”42  The interwar period was fraught with 

confrontation about air power in the military largely led by General Billy Mitchell and his 

cadre of supporting officers.  Mitchell “circumvented established procedures for 

relations with Congress” when it came to drumming up support for aviation.  By the late 

                                                           
41 Jerold E. Brown.  Where Eagles Land – Planning and Development of U.S. Army Airfields, 1910-1941, 
121. 

42 Breedlove Box 1 of 3, File 23, “Roosevelt as the NATION’S PILOT.” 
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1930s, President Roosevelt expressed his strong support for a greatly expanded and 

well-funded U.S. Army Air Corps.  The confrontation exhibited by Air Corps officers 

subsided and a new, longer-lasting era of cooperation began.43 

              

FIGURES 1.3A AND 1.3B.  ROOSEVELT AS THE NATION’S PILOT.  COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 1 OF 3, 
FILE 23.  ORIGINAL LUBBOCK MUNICIPAL AIRPORT BRICK HANGAR 5 MILES NORTH OF THE LUBBOCK COURTHOUSE JUST EAST OF 
IH-27, THE AMARILLO HIGHWAY.  A SITE MARKER FROM THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION IN AUSTIN HAS DENOTED THE 
GROUNDS AS AN HISTORIC SITE IN STATE OF TEXAS SINCE NOVEMBER 11, 2014.  THE BREEDLOVE’S LIVED IN THIS HANGAR WITH 
THEIR DAUGHTER FOR NINE YEARS IN THE 1930S.  BREEDLOVE RESIGNED AS MANAGER OF THE LMA ON NOVEMBER 11, 1939.  
HE MOVED INTO THE METAL HANGAR IMMEDIATELY SOUTH TO CONTINUE RUNNING HIS CPTP.  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE 
AUTHOR. 

Only two historical analyses of the Civilian Pilot Training Program have been 

written.   The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), successor to the Civil Aeronautics 

Administration (CAA), published the Putt-Putt Air Force in 1975.  Patricia Strickland, an 

employee of the FAA, researched and wrote the book.  Although it may appear to be 

                                                           
43 Rondall R. Rice.  The Politics of Air Power – From Confrontation to Cooperation in Army Aviation Civil-
Military Relations, xxii, 8. 
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skimpy on facts, figures and history due to its short length (97 pages), it is chocked full 

of very useful information about the CPT and its successes and shortcomings.  The small 

type-size belies the voluminous material in it.  It details the beginning of the CAA in 1938 

and the reasons behind the creation of the CPT.  It tells about the creation of the College 

Training Detachments (CTD) that were managed by the CPT and plans for the CPT after 

the war, plans that never came to fruition.  Dominick Pisano of the Smithsonian Air and 

Space Museum wrote To Fill the Skies with Pilots in 2003, which is the other very fine 

history about the CPT.  Pisano picks up the story of the CPT from Strickland and expands 

upon it by providing more examples of the political interactions between U.S. 

Government entities and the military and the CPT.  His volume (139 pages) starts in 

1939 and deals less with the creation of the CAA and more with the training of the 

pilots.  He also provides many more photographs and tables with data.  Both books 

provide a wealth of information about the CPT and thus are referenced considerably in 

this thesis.  Several volumes were selected in order to lay the groundwork of the 

political forces and military figures present from World War I through 1941, which 

helped produce the conditions that sprouted the CPT.  Robert H. Ferrell’s Woodrow 

Wilson & World War I, 1917-1921, published in 1985, provides very good information 

about the United States’ entry in the war and the political mood following it that 

resulted in isolationism.  Isolationism, anti-war sentiment, and the Neutrality Acts of the 

1930s, influenced President Roosevelt into seeing the future military significance of a 

pilot training program created in the civilian world.  Ed Rutkowski’s The Politics of 

Military Aviation Procurement, 1926-1934, provided a good explanation as to how 
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General Billy Mitchell circumvented his superior officers in the Air Service following the 

First World War and started a public campaign to stir up support in the U.S. Congress for 

expansion of air power.  In Billy Mitchell:  Crusader for Air Power, Alfred F. Hurley 

expands upon Rutkowski’s account and provides more details into Mitchell’s crusade for 

air power during the 1920s.  His story about Mitchell, published in 1964, provides a 

good historical framework to support the photographs, records, and good oral interview 

from Roy Bodeen about Clent Breedlove from Southwest Collections / Special 

Collections Library at Texas Tech University.  It was published nine years after the 

release of the 1955 motion picture, The Court-Martial of Billy Mitchell, starring Gary 

Cooper, Charles Bickford, Ralph Bellamy, Jack Lord, and Elizabeth Montgomery.  Rondall 

R. Rice expands upon the Billy Mitchell story in 2004 by discussing the changes from 

confrontation to cooperation that officers and politicians used during the interwar 

period to promote aviation.  Providing more insight into the politics on the eve of war in 

the late 1930s is David Faber’s Munich, 1938 – Appeasement and World War II, 

published in 2008.  Faber gives a thorough detailing of Germany’s takeover of Austria 

and the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia in 1938, which were influencing factors in the 

creation of the CAA and CPT that same year according to Strickland and Pisano.  Lynne 

Olson’s Those Angry Days – Roosevelt, Lindbergh and America’s Fight Over World War II, 

1939-1941, argues that Roosevelt avoided trying to persuade American’s into 

supporting the growing conflict in Europe, which was not popular with the U.S. public.  

Instead, his 2013 analysis says that Roosevelt let the ever-deteriorating situation in 

Europe speak for itself and that that might influence Americans to leave behind 
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isolationism and instead support interventionism.  Turning to local Lubbock history, a 

review of two well- known books reveals no mention of William Clent Breedlove, 

Maenard F. Dagley, or the Civilian Pilot Training Program.  The Centennial History of 

Lubbock – Hub City of the Plains, 1909-2009 by Paul Carlson and A History of Lubbock by 

Lawrence Graves, both Texas Tech historians, have brief reviews of Lubbock Army Air 

Field (later Reese Air Force Base) and South Plains Army Air Field but never discuss Clent 

Breedlove or the CPT.  A Texas Tech master’s thesis written in 1973 by Martha Ann 

Tomlinson, Abdon F. Holt’s granddaughter, entitled Early Lubbock Aviation, 1925-1941:  

From Cotton Fields to Air Fields, discusses Clent Breedlove and the CPT but ends in 1941 

and Breedlove is not the focus of the thesis.  In 1998, Bruce Cammack, a professor 

employed by Southwest Collections / Special Collections Library, wrote a brief two-page 

article about Clent Breedlove and the 309th College Training Detachment.  The earliest 

known history about Clent Breedlove dates to 1957.  It was written by Thomas Farrell 

Bryant of San Angelo, Texas and is a fourteen-page research paper written for a 

graduate school history class at Texas Tech.  The first motion picture that dealt with the 

CPT was 20,000 Men a Year released in 1939 during the very early months of the 

program.  The movie poster depicted in this thesis helps to explain the popularity and 

widely known existence of the CPT very early on.  Motion pictures such as Hell’s Angels 

(1930), All Quiet on the Western Front (1930), and Gold Diggers (1933), reveal the strong 

anti-war passions that grew out of the aftermath of World War I.  Hell’s Angels also 

showed the vulnerability of cities such as London from aerial bombing, thus supporting 

Giulio Douhet’s theories of aerial warfare.  The German aircrew flying the zeppelin over 
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London are largely represented as fanatical, mindless robots completely under the 

control of their captain and relish in the thought that they have destroyed part of 

London.  By the late 1930s, fear of the Germans only sharpened after several years of 

Nazi control of Germany, the Spanish Civil War, and fifth columnists everywhere.  Inside 

Nazi Germany followed by Confessions of a Nazi Spy revealed the growing Fascist 

movement from within the United States and the attempts of German spy rings to 

obtain vital information about our military.  The 1993 motion picture, Schindler’s List, is 

the best example of a defense contractor and war profiteering during World War II.  The 

storyline shows how Oskar Schindler makes the necessary friends in the German military 

so that those friends, who are high-ranking officers, place orders for materials produced 

by Schindler’s factory.  Much more recently, Iraq for Sale:  The War Profiteers (2006), 

takes the story of war profiteering even further by revealing how modern day civilian 

contractors send their workers into combat zones in Iraq thus exposing them to enemy 

fire.  This master’s thesis, Breedlove – An Empire of the Air, 1939-48, covers the entire 

span of Clent Breedlove’s life and vastly improves upon the existing history of this truly 

amazing man, Breedlove Aerial Service, and the local, U.S. Government, USAAF, and 

international forces at work during his life that helped shaped him and his Breedlove 

Aerial Service.  This thesis goes much further than just describing these forces at work in 

Breedlove’s life, it also tells about his personal life, his family and in-laws, and the 

potential pressures placed upon him to succeed.   

William Clent Breedlove of Lubbock, Texas built an “Empire of the Air” by 

entering into a contract with the Civilian Aeronautics Administration (CAA) in September 
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1939 to train pilots in the Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP or CPT).  By endorsing 

this program, Roosevelt also created an unwritten policy of “train first, then draft”, 

which proved to be very successful and aided the military considerably once the U.S. 

entered the war.  Due to the strong anti-war movement in the United States and the 

lack of support for military expansion or increased military funding until May 16 1940, 

Roosevelt was very limited as to his options to prepare the U.S. for a possible war with 

Japan, Germany, and Italy.  One option on the table was to create the CPTP under the 

CAA.  The CPTP was really that last of Roosevelt’s New Deal “alphabet soup” programs 

as it was designed to “prime the pump” of commercial aviation by training thousands of 

pilots and expanding the nation’s airports.  It also allowed him to circumvent further 

criticism from the anti-war activists by allowing him to begin training 20,000 pilots a 

year, mostly young college men, who then would be a ready pool of pilots to join or be 

drafted into military service if war came.  This thesis will reveal how this policy of “train 

first, then draft” allowed civilian contractors like Clent Breedlove to train many 

thousands of men for a civilian reserve of pilots for future military use.  It will also reveal 

how Government contracts with the CAA and later with the USAAF allowed Clent 

Breedlove ultimately to earn a profit of about $133,000 (about $1.8 million in today’s 

money) by June 30, 1944, about five years’ time.  This thesis is primarily an economic 

impact story, the economic impact that the CPT, the 309th CTD, and two USAAF 

contracts had on the Breedlove’s.  This thesis reveals how many students Breedlove 

Aerial Service trained and how much money the Breedlove’s made doing this.  It then 

tells in detail how the instructors trained the pilots and when, where, and how those 
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pilots carried out their training in combat zones.  It adds considerably to the body of 

knowledge about how a privately owned aerial service functioned and how it was 

shaped by Governmental and military policies.  Last, this thesis tells the personal story 

of the Breedlove’s and the various forces and pressures that existed during their lives 

that played such an important role in shaping them.  
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Chapter 2.  The Civilian Pilot Training Program 
 

“Train First, Then Draft” 

 

On December 27, 1938, President Franklin D. Roosevelt announced that he had 

approved a plan proposed by the Civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA), which had been 

created just six months earlier, to train 20,000 college students annually to fly.  A new 

program administered by the CAA called the Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP or 

CPT) would provide the training.  Robert H. Hinckley, a member of the CAA and the 

originator of the idea behind the CPTP, envisioned this program originally for civilian use 

but its implications for the U.S. military were also seen.  The CPTP was designed to spur 

on civilian aviation and commerce and was as a reaction to similar free pilot training 

programs offered by Italy and Germany as they prepared for war.44   Both Germany and 

Italy had long been inculcating “air mindedness” into their schools, texts, and 

curriculum; even more recently, they had offered free pilot training to their civilians.  

The CPTP responded to this by offering pilot training courses at thirteen initial colleges 

in the spring of 1939 because these colleges already offered courses in aeronautics.45 

Very strong opposition to U.S. involvement in the war in Europe and Asia 

throughout the 1930s and into the early 1940s meant that President Roosevelt had to 

side step around the isolationist movement in order to train future pilots for the 

                                                           
44 Patricia Strickland, The Putt-Putt Air Force:  The Story of the Civilian Pilot Training Program and The War 
Training Service (1939-1944) (hereinafter cited as PPAF) (Department of Transportation:  Federal Aviation 
Administration), iii-v, 3 

45 Ibid., 6 
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military.  The strategy of the CAA was to give these young men, mostly college students 

in engineering programs, the necessary training to become pilots and thus be a ready 

reserve of flyers for the military should the U.S. enter into conflict.  By creating the CPT, 

Roosevelt not only responded to the free pilot-training programs offered by Italy and 

Germany, he also created an unwritten policy of “train first, then draft”, explained later.  

The Civilian Pilot Training program implemented this policy.  The young men, who were 

enticed into joining the CPT between 1939 and 1941 by their college professors, were 

told that joining the CPT would not mean that they were enlisting in the military.  

However, within just a few months after the United States entered the war in December 

1941, President Roosevelt called for the 45,000 pilots already trained by the CPT to join 

the armed forces.  Those who did not join immediately were later drafted. 

At the national level, the total number of pilots trained in the CPT by the time 

the program ended was about 435,000, many of whom went on to become glider pilots, 

fighter pilots, bomber pilots, and aircrew members.  Once a student completed the CPT 

course, he could then be accepted into an actual USAAF or USN pilot training course for 

more advanced training.46  The Federal government preferred male college students for 

their enrollees in the CPT, in particular those young men in engineering majors, but 

allowed anyone to join the course.  The college students simply enrolled in the course as 

they would any other type of college course like math, English, or history.  Although the 

CPT advertised free flying lessons to anyone, the cost to the student was $40 per class 

                                                           
46 Patricia Strickland, PPAF, iii-v, 5-10 
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and the class lasted the entire semester.  The $40 fee was paid to the local college who 

provided the in-class portion of training. 

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the CPT came under increasing 

influence and direction of the U.S. Army Air Forces and the U.S. Navy, its two primary 

customers whose need for tens of thousands of pilots the CPT would now strive to fulfill.  

One year after Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1942, the CPT was officially renamed the 

War Training Service (WTS) although it was still usually referred to as the CPT or CPT / 

WTS.47  Interest in this new CAA pilot-training program began in Lubbock in February 

1939.  The first article to appear in the local Lubbock newspaper discussed pilot training 

at Kenyon College in Gambier, Ohio and stated that “if Congress okays President 

Roosevelt’s plans, 20,000 college students a year will be trained as air pilots.”48  Just 

four days later, another article appeared in the Lubbock newspaper stating that Texas 

Tech President Clifford B. Jones “cited advantages Tech could offer as a student aviation 

training school.”  Mention was made that a formal application requesting that Tech be 

designated for pilot training was on file with the war department.  Tech offered a 

convenient location for overnight stays for pilots from Randolph Field in San Antonio.  

The 2,008-acres on Tech’s campus would provide ample room for a pilot-training unit.49 

                                                           
47 Dominick A. Pisano, To Fill the Skies with Pilots – The Civilian Pilot Training Program, 1939-1946 
(hereinafter cited as To Fill the Skies with Pilots) (Smithsonian Institution Press), 25-33 

48 LMA, “Student Aviators Try for Wings,” 12, February 12, 1939. 

49 LMA, “Tech Suggested for Air Unit,” p7, February 16, 1939. 
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U.S. Congressman George Mahon also made mention of fine geographical, 

topographical, and climatic features of West Texas to Chairman E. J. Noble of the CAA.  

Mahon also pointed out the technological courses already available at Texas Tech.  

Mahon said that the CAA would most likely administer the new program and select 

around 300 schools throughout the nation where the pilot-training courses would be 

taught.  President Roosevelt recommended spending $10,000,000 annually to train 

20,000 “civilian reserve pilots for national defense.”50  In a letter dated a few weeks 

later, Mr. A. B. Davis, manager of the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, expressed his 

strong support for a CPT program at Texas Tech.  In it, Davis said that the 300 colleges 

participating in this program “will get national advertising therefrom.  The program will 

attract additional students.  There is a great unfilled demand for young men with 

aviation training in the nation today – and [is] growing by leaps and bounds.”51 

William Clent Breedlove, the manager of the Lubbock Municipal Airport (LMA) 

since September 1931, was quick to respond to the CAA’s program.  Even before 

Breedlove signed a contract with the CAA, he was offering flight instruction to Texas 

Tech students and aviation enthusiasts at the airport.  With the CAA’s test CPT program 

coming to a successful conclusion at the 13 trial colleges in the U.S., Breedlove was 

already anticipating a CPT course to be offered at Texas Tech with in-flight training to be 

given by as yet unknown instructors who would be making bids for those positions.52  

                                                           
50 LMA, “Tech Suggested for Air Unit,” p7, February 16, 1939. 

51 Lubbock Chamber of Commerce Records, “Davis Letter to All Tech Directors,” Box 37, File 15-13, SCTTU. 

52 LMA, “Tech’s Aviation Enthusiasts Will Be Given Chances; Sixty To Be In Training Classes,” 21, May 21, 
1939. 
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After signing a contract with the CAA to train student pilots in the CPT, Breedlove’s next 

step was to hire instructor pilots to assist him with the training.  He announced his list of 

instructor pilots on Wednesday, October 11, 1939.  Some of the instructor pilots had not 

yet passed the CAA test so their appointment to Breedlove’s CPT program was subject 

to their successful completion of the examination.53  The initial flight instructors all had 

many years of flying experience; and some, like Breedlove, had military flight 

experience.  Those instructors who had already passed their CAA tests were Clent 

Breedlove of Lubbock, whose flying experience started in 1919 at Randolph Field in San 

Antonio in the U.S. Army Air Corps; Art Chase of Lubbock, pilot since 1930; and Carl 

Bensten, a pilot from Amarillo with about 20 years’ experience.  All three of these men 

had recently passed their CAA tests in Amarillo.54  Two other men would assist 

Breedlove in training CPT students but still needed to take their CAA tests.  Harry Peiser, 

who had been flying since 1928, was in Lubbock but would leave for Enid, Oklahoma on 

Thursday for his CAA exam; and H. B. Hall, with many years’ experience and, until 

recently, an Army pilot, lacked his CAA exam.  So including himself, Breedlove had six 

initial instructors for his CPT program in the fall of 1939.  Robert P. Vail was in charge of 

the ground school instruction but the opening date of ground school had not yet been 

announced.  Flight instruction was scheduled to begin 15 days after ground school 

instruction started.55 

                                                           
53 LMA, “Aviation Staff Selected Here,” p10, October 12, 1939. 

54 Ibid. 

55 Ibid. 
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Since war in Europe had already begun by this time, there was much concern 

among the public that the young men who were enrolling into a CPT program would be 

enrolling into the U.S. Army Air Corps.  “Many Texas Technological college students, 

interested in aviation and who want to become pilots, have the idea that the civilian 

aviation course being offered through the college by the Civil Aeronautics association is 

connected with the army, said W. C. Breedlove, manager of municipal airport and 

instructor, last night.”56  He continued by saying that “Our course has no connection 

whatever with the army.  The man who completes the course will be entitled to a 

private pilot’s license.  He will not be expected to join the army.  From the number of 

men who have talked to me about the civilian course, I believe that many are holding 

back because they are of the opinion it is an army course.  It is not.”  Breedlove ended 

by stating that the number of students who had signed up for the CPT course was not as 

large as Texas Tech authorities and others had been hoping for it to be.57 

 

                                                           
56 LMA, “Aviation Course Offered at Tech Not Part of Army,” 2, October 14, 1939. 

57 Ibid. 
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FIGURE 2.1.  CLENT BREEDLOVE’S FIRST CPT CLASS.  SOME OF THESE 31 PILOTS BECAME INSTRUCTORS FOR BREEDLOVE AERIAL 
SERVICE AND EVENTUALLY WOULD HELP TRAIN THOUSANDS OF YOUNG MEN IN THE CPT FROM 1940-43 AS WELL AS THREE 
OTHER PROGRAMS.  IN THE FRONT ROW, CHARLES BORDON IS IN POSITION NUMBER 8 COUNTING FROM LEFT WITH RAYMOND 
KEENEY NEXT HIM.  THERE ARE 10 MEN IN THE FRONT ROW.  HAROLD FULTON IS PICTURED FIRST FROM THE LEFT IN THE MIDDLE 
ROW WITH A MAN LISTED BY HIS LAST NAME ONLY, ROEBUCK, IN POSITION 3.  TWO OVER FROM HIM IN THE 5TH POSITION IS 
HARRY JAMES THOMPSON.  IN THE 7TH PLACE IS WELDON SIMPSON.  THERE ARE 11 MEN IN THE MIDDLE ROW.  IN THE BACK 
ROW, STARTING FROM THE LEFT, IRVING JONES IS IN THE 6TH PLACE WITH DANIEL STEEN NEXT TO HIM.  HARRY PEIZER IS THE 
LAST MAN ON THE BACK ROW IN WHITE SHIRT WITH OPEN COLLAR.  THERE ARE 10 MEN IN THE BACK ROW YIELDING A TOTAL OF 
31 IN THIS FIRST CPT CLASS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTHWEST COLLECTIONS / SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY AT TEXAS TECH 
UNIVERSITY, HEREIN AFTER CITED AS SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3.) 

Sixty-five student pilots who applied for the first CAA course at Texas Tech.  

Twenty-five of them had passed their physical examinations to enter the CAA ground 

school portion of training which started on November 1, 1939.58  Robert P. Vail, who 

was the Tech professor in charge of ground training, said that the school will be held in 

the engineering building where airplane engines and other equipment related to this 

training are stored.  He also said that “all students will be required to take several 

weeks’ training in ground school before they are qualified to enter actual flight 

training.”59  Clent Breedlove resigned as manager of the LMA on November 11 after he 

                                                           
58 The Toreador, (hereinafter cited as Toreador) “65 Fledglings Apply to CAA,” 1, November 1, 1939. 

59 Ibid. 
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accepted his new post as flight instructor for the CAA program at Texas Tech.  

Breedlove, along with his wife, Aulyne, and daughter, Mary Louise, moved out of their 

quarters at the airport’s original brick hangar and moved into a residence in town.  

Merrill Kayser, the newly appointed manager of the municipal airport, was scheduled to 

move into his new home inside the brick hangar at the airport on, November 15, 1939.60 

     

FIGURES 2.2A, 2.2B. AND 2.2C.  FLOYD SMITH, INSTRUCTOR, AND TEXAS TECH STUDENT IN A WACO UPF-7 AIRCRAFT IN AN 
UNDATED PHOTO. HARRY PEIZER, INSTRUCTOR PILOT FOR CLENT BREEDLOVE AERIAL SERVICE, AT THE LUBBOCK MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT IN 1941.  BOTH PHOTOS ARE COURTESY SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3.  A TEXAS TECH PROFESSOR 
TEACHES CPT STUDENTS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, LA VENTANA 1940.         

      Speaking briefly at a luncheon given by Lubbock aviation enthusiasts on 

November 24 was Clinton M. Hester, national administrator of the Civil Aeronautics 

Authority, of Washington, D. C.  Joining Hester for the luncheon was L. C. Elliot, regional 

supervisor of the CAA, of Fort Worth.  Both men’s presence underscored the importance 

of Breedlove’s CPT program.61  “Hester said he felt more enthusiastic at the 

contributions to aviation by this area, as evidenced by the group that met the officials at 
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the airport.  He explained to Lubbock persons interested in possibilities of establishing 

aerial feeder lines in this section that such lines are more feasible now that two-

motored craft suited for such service can be bought for approximately $25,000.”62  

Officials from Lubbock, Big Spring, San Angelo, and Amarillo, who comprised the inter-

city aviation committee, discussed an application that they had before the CAA for a 

certificate of convenience and necessity for Braniff Airways to operate between San 

Antonio and Denver.  In addition, four applications for air service through Lubbock were 

before the CAA, too.  Among those present at the luncheon were Congressman George 

Mahon; Ab Holt, chair of the Lubbock airport board; C. E. Maedgen, chair of the 

chamber of commerce aviation committee and J. Doyle Settle, former state 

representative.  Also there were Robert P. Vail, instructor of ground school in the CAA 

program at Tech; Clent Breedlove, flight director of the CAA program in Lubbock; and 

Art Chase and Harry Peizer, two pilots working for Breedlove who will instruct students 

in the CAA Civilian Pilot Training program.63  It is significant to see the rise of the CPT 

accompanied by a rise in commercial air traffic because as the war progressed, the 

demand for additional commercial air routes and the pilots to fly those routes increased 

significantly.  This demand for pilots was often filled by men who were trained in the 

CPT, like Earl Dietering and Tom Moore, who later became commercial airline pilots 

following their service as instructors in the CPT. 
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The first time that Breedlove’s CPT students were scheduled to start flying was 

on Wednesday, November 29, 1939.  If the weather allowed for flying, then 40 students 

in the CAA training school at Texas Tech would take off that day.  If the weather was foul 

again on Wednesday, then the first flight for the 40 students would probably be delayed 

until after Thursday due to the Thanksgiving holiday.64  Breedlove said that Grove 

Webster, chief of the private development division of the CAA, gave approval for these 

initial training flights in a telegram Tuesday.  Breedlove also stated that the students had 

advanced beyond the necessary level in ground school training, which is under the 

supervision of Robert P. Vail, assistant professor of mechanical engineering at Tech.  

Although ground school training was usually given on the Tech campus, Breedlove said 

that ground school was given one day recently at the Lubbock Municipal airport, which 

gave the students the preliminary knowledge of airplanes necessary before flight 

training begins.  For the flight training portion, eight hours of flying was required of each 

student before he was allowed to solo.  This eight-hour time period was estimated to 

require three weeks to complete with thirty minutes devoted to flying over six days 

each week.  Three other pilots assisted Breedlove in the flight-training portion for the 

students:  Art Chase; Harry Peiser; and W. N. Whisnand.65  In about six weeks’ time, the 

first class of CPT cadet pilots made very good progress at Texas Tech.  The forty students 

taking the CAA flying course received 30 minutes of instructions daily, which gave half of 
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them six hours’ time in the air.  Several of them hoped to have eight hours of flying 

completed by the end of the week so that they could solo before Christmas.66 

Earlier that fall, on October 27, 1939, 20th Century Fox released a motion picture 

entitled 20,000 Men a Year starring Randolph Scott and Preston Foster.  It told the story 

of a pilot played by Scott who lost his job and then became a civilian contractor in the 

Civilian Pilot Training Program.  Scott found success in the CAA program and passed on 

his years of experience as a pilot to many young college men in California who desired 

to fly aircraft. 

                                      

FIGURE 2.3.  POSTER FOR THE MOTION PICTURE 20,000 MEN A YEAR.  PURCHASED BY THE AUTHOR ON EBAY. 

The world scene changed rapidly in the spring of 1940.  On April 9, Germany 

invaded Denmark and Norway.  A month later on May 9, German forces invaded 

Holland, Belgium, and Luxembourg.  The next day, Germany invaded France.  On May 

16, President Roosevelt went before a joint session of the House and Senate and 
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requested a billion dollars for defense and for an air force of 50,000 aircraft.  Congress 

approved the request but questions were raised about how the U.S. could build this 

many aircraft when it was then producing only 12,000 aircraft annually.  The aircraft 

manufacturers replied that they could fulfill this request but then asked where all the 

pilots to fly these new planes would come.  The CAA responded a few weeks later by 

stating that it would enroll 45,000 students in its primary pilot course and 9,000 

students in it secondary pilot course beginning with the new fiscal year of July 1, 1940.67 

Also in early July, the CAA notified Clent Breedlove that they had approved his 

application for an advanced flying school in Lubbock.  A telegram sent to Breedlove 

stated that a certificate was being issued “effective this date”.  The telegram was signed 

Lanter, chief of the technical section of the Civil Aeronautics authority.68  This important 

announcement meant that Lubbock was then able to give courses required prior to a 

pilot becoming a commercial pilot.  Prior to the CAA Civilian Pilot Training program, 

there were only 13 of these advanced flying schools in the entire country.  “We will have 

the same rating as the Dallas Aviation school, the Spartan School of Aeronautics and the 

Ryan School of Aeronautics,” Breedlove said, explaining that higher horsepower planes 

would be used.  We will continue instruction in primary flight courses,” he said “and will 

take up the advanced flight instruction as a further step.” 69 
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The airplanes used in the advanced flight course had engines rated from 120-225 

horsepower, much larger than the 40-65 horsepower engines found in aircraft used in 

the primary flight classes.  There had been two primary flight classes from Texas Tech, 

so far.  The aircraft used in advanced training would be of the Ryan S-T, Myers, or Fleet 

trainer types.  Breedlove had already purchased a Fleet model 11 aircraft with a 160 

horsepower Kinner engine.  This type of aircraft was already in use as a trainer by the 

Canadians, the army, and navy.70  The CAA required that 50 to 75 hours of instruction be 

given to students with a third of that in dual instruction.  Those accepted for the 

advanced school would be pilots with private pilot’s licenses or better.  The type of 

flying in advanced schools was strictly that of precision type training:  chandelles; lazy 

8’s; slow and snap rolls; loops; spins and similar routines.  The advanced course went 

into acrobatic maneuvers, too.  Those who completed the advanced course were 

eligible to go directly on to “service squadron training”, if the government accepted 

them.71  Breedlove had no definite information, but said that he expected the advanced 

phase of flight instruction to begin by July 15.  He said that there would possibly be two 

units of 15 men in each to be the first advanced class.  There would be one airplane 

provided to a unit.  Due to the popularity of the CPT courses, Breedlove said that he 

expected to hire more instructors for his primary classes for the fall semester of 1940.  

He already had six Taylorcrafts for his primary flight instruction but ordered 10 more 
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such aircraft.72  Robert P. Vail, coordinator of the CAA primary flight training course that 

was already in operation at Texas Tech, announced Saturday, October 12 that a CAA 

advanced flight training course would be sponsored by Texas Tech and that efforts 

would be made to have the new course operating by Wednesday.  Vail would also serve 

as the coordinator of the advanced course.  He also stated that 40 young men had 

already made tentative applications for the advanced course.73 

 Vail further stated that only 20 applicants would be accepted into the advanced 

course.  Those who had applied already or were interested in applying were to meet 

him in the engineering building at Tech to obtain their application blanks and 

recommendation forms, which had to be filled out prior to their taking physical 

examinations.  Furthermore, all applicants must have completed the CAA’s primary 

flying course, after which a private pilot’s license was issued.  Once a student had their 

private pilot’s license, then they would be eligible to apply for the advanced flying 

course.  If they completed the advanced course, then they would receive their 

commercial pilot’s license.  Applicants for the advanced course need not be enrolled in 

college; but if they are not enrolled then they must have completed 60 semester hours 

of college to be eligible.  There was a $12 fee for the medical examination and $12 for 

insurance for the advanced course.74  In October, Robert P. Vail announced the first 

group of students in the advanced training along with updated terms under which the 
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students trained.  Each student would receive 126 hours of ground school instruction 

and would complete 40 to 50 hours of flying time.  Clent Breedlove was named as the 

flight operator and Art Chase and James R. Gray were the flight instructors for the 

students in the advanced course.  Although the requirements did not state that a 

student be enrolled in college at present, most of the 20 students were enrolled.  Some 

of those 20 students included J. C. Armstrong and J. L. Chase of Lubbock; most of the 

students from West Texas but one, W. L. Simpson, listed his home as Waialua, Oahu, 

Hawaii.75 

 The CPTP was indeed a very good option on the table for President Roosevelt 

and the country to use to train thousands of pilots using colleges and municipal airports 

and civilian instructors.  Opposition to the growing threat of America’s involvement in 

the expanding war in Europe and Asia accelerated in 1940, too.  In September, the 

America First Committee was founded and eventually peaked with 800,000 members 

around the nation and had $375,000 in contributions.  One of its national spokespersons 

was Charles Lindbergh and he spoke about the committee’s strong anti-war stance on 

many occasions to very large audiences.  The Lindbergh’s first-born son was kidnapped 

in 1932 from the home in Hopewell, New Jersey.  After the “trial of the century” ended 

with the conviction of Bruno Richard Hauptmann, the Lindbergh’s moved to Great 

Britain in 1935 to try to escape the intrusion of the media into their lives.  The 

Lindbergh’s eventually visited many European countries.  While in Germany, military 

officials took Charles Lindbergh on a tour of Luftwaffe airfields and gave him rides in 
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German aircraft.  Adolf Hitler gave Lindbergh a medal.  Lindbergh was most impressed 

with what he saw.  In an odd way, Charles Lindbergh’s actions again benefited Clent 

Breedlove.  Lindbergh’s membership and activism in the America First Committee and 

the anti-war demonstrations that it supported only further increased the attractiveness 

of the CPTP as an option for Roosevelt to “train first, then draft” tens of thousands of 

pilots for the war to which he was pushing the nation ever closer month by month. 

                  

FIGURES 2.4A AND 2.4B.  ANTI-WAR BUTTON FROM THE AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE IN 1939.  PURCHASED BY THE AUTHOR 
ON EBAY.  STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT BERKLEY PROTEST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT’S PUSH TOWARDS 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE WAR IN EUROPE DURING A PEACE STRIKE ON APRIL 19, 1940.  PHOTO COURTESY OF NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION.  NATIONAL ARCHIVES IDENTIFIER 532103.  

 CAA flight instruction continued at Texas Tech into the spring semester of 1941 

with courses offered for primary, secondary, and apprentice instructor.  Students taking 

these courses were scheduled to take examinations the week of May 19, explained 

Robert Vail, flight coordinator.76  For the spring semester of 1941, the quotas for 

primary and secondary CPT courses were set at 40 and 30, respectively.  Robert P. Vail, 

flight instructor, announced that Texas Tech had signed contracts with the CAA to teach 
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secondary CPT at Tech for the spring 1941 semester.  Training in the secondary CPT 

course was set to begin about February 18.  For the primary CPT course, 40 students 

were already enrolled for the same semester.77  Vail also announced on Thursday, May 

15 that “cross country and apprentice instructor courses are to be offered this summer 

in the civilian pilot training program at Texas Technological college, but it is not yet 

known whether primary or secondary courses will be given.  The cross country course, 

to be offered the first time and including long trips across country, will be open only to 

students who have completed the apprentice instructor course.  Students who have 

finished the secondary course are eligible to apply for the apprentice instructor 

course.”78 

Shortly after Robert Vail returned to Lubbock from a meeting of the CAA in 

Dallas, he announced the four CAA flight training courses that would be offered at Tech 

that summer and that applicants would be accepted immediately.  Specifically, Vail said, 

“The primary course will be open to any student who has completed at least 30 

semester hours of college work and is between 19 and 26 years of age, inclusive.  The 

advanced course will be open to those who have successfully completed the primary 

course.  An apprentice instructor course will be open to those who have completed the 

secondary course.  Those who have completed the apprentice instructor course may 

apply for a cross country course.  The CAA had not notified Texas Tech of its quotas for 

the courses, yet.  All four courses were set to open between June 1 and June 5 and Vail 
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added that applications must be filed in the next few days.79  The fees for the primary 

course were $7.20 insurance fee and $6 for the medical examination.  Prices went up for 

the secondary course which charged $9.60 for insurance and $12 for the medical 

examination, plus a possible course fee, which had not yet been determined but would 

probably be between $5 and $10.  Applicants to the primary course were given physical 

examinations on Tuesday night and applicants to the secondary course were examined 

on Monday night.  Classes were scheduled to open the latter part of the week.  Tech’s 

quota for primary course students was set at 40.  For secondary course students, the 

quota was set at 20.80 

Not all of Clent Breedlove’s CTP student pilots were enrolled at Texas Tech, 

however.  The CPT was open to anyone who wanted to learn to fly and that meant the 

general public, too.  For students who were not in college but taking CPT, they were 

taught ground school as well as their flying instruction at the LMA in the evenings.  

Florene (nee Miller) Watson was Breedlove’s ground school instructor for non-college 

CPT students at LMA. 
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FIGURES 2.5A AND 2.5B.  PIPER SALUTES THE CAA CPT.  MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT PURCHASED BY THE AUTHOR ON EBAY.  
PIPER CUB CONGRATULATES THE CAA.  MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT PURCHASED BY THE AUTHOR ON EBAY. 

Watson was working in Odessa at the municipal airport for Larry Delevan.  At this 

time, Miller was one of the few female instructor pilots in the United States and was just 

20 years old.  She taught CPT ground school to almost 100 students in four classes daily 

at the Odessa Municipal airport.  By March 1941, she was placed in charge of all CPT 

classes at the Odessa airport.81  In 1941, Larry Delavan suggested that Watson should go 

to Lubbock and apply to Clent Breedlove’s CPT for a job as an instructor.  She said that 

she learned acrobatic training in a WACO UPF-7 biplane later while in Lubbock and that 

this helped her greatly in teaching classes in the CPT / WTS at the LMA.82  Watson took a 

job as a CPT ground school instructor at the LMA in April 1942 working for Breedlove 

where she taught advanced classes.  She had been rated as an advanced instructor for 
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the past year.83  There were three or four other men who taught the flying portion of 

the CPT / WTS classes.  Watson was paid $200 per month, which she considered good 

money, and it was not based upon the number of students that she had.  She was 

always busy arranging tests for the ground students or preparing to instruct students in 

the air.84  “I taught the business people those ones that would be War Training Program 

where they would do the business people.  Anybody come [sic] out as a civilian no 

matter what kind of job you had – come out and take ground school.  If they wanted a 

private pilot’s license free they would get flight training in the air.  This was a pure 

experiment to whet their appetite to do that [to be pilots].  They had to go to ground 

school quite a while before they would qualify to get in the air,” she explained.85 

These non-college students would come out to the LMA after work about six 

o’clock in the evening.  There were about 15 to 20 students in each class.  All of her 

students were men.  They ranged in age from “a little more than college age but in their 

twenties to [their] mid-thirties.”  Miller taught both day and evening ground school 

classes but also gave some in-flight instruction.  Her students were described as being 

“prospective commerical and industrial pilots.”86  After Breedlove Aerial Service, 

Watson went into the Ferrying Division of the Air Transport Command and flew a wide 
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variety of aircraft out of Love Field in Dallas and Long Beach California:  “We were the 

taxi drivers to deliver airplanes all over the nation.”87 

     

FIGURES 2.6A AND 2.6B.  THE SECOND HANGAR AT THE LUBBOCK MUNICIPAL AIRPORT IN 1941. PICTURED ARE TWO CPT 
STUDENTS WITH THEIR INSTRUCTORS WEARING WHITE COVERALLS.   THE CPT STUDENT FURTHEST AWAY IN FRONT OF THE 
WACO UPF-7, NUMBER NC 20911, IS UNIDENTIFIED BUT HIS INSTRUCTOR IS LISTED AS JAMES J. VICKERS.  THE CPT STUDENT 
CLOSEST IN THE PHOTO IN FRONT OF THE OTHER WACO UPF-7, NUMBER NC 30148, ON THE LEFT SIDE OF HIS INSTRUCTOR IN 
WHITE COVERALLS IS LISTED AS UNIDENTIFIED, TOO, BUT “KILL IN WWII” [SIC] APPEARS IN PARENTHESES AFTER HIS NAME.  HIS 
INSTRUCTOR IS LISTED AS HARRY PEIZER.  CLENT BREEDLOVE’S OFFICE WAS LOCATED ON THE SIDE OF THE METAL HANGAR AND IS 
JUST VISIBLE BEHIND THE CLOSEST WACO UPF-7 BIPLANE.  THERE ARE TWO CALENDARS IN THE PHOTO, ONE ON THE WALL 
FACING THE CAMERA UNDER THE TAYLORCRAFT SIGN; AND THE SECOND CALENDAR IS ON THE RIGHT WALL.  AN ENLARGEMENT 
OF BOTH PHOTOS SHOWS THE MONTH AND YEAR TO BE MARCH 1941.  THIS WAS THE ORIGINAL SITE OF CLENT BREEDLOVE 
AERIAL SERVICE.  BOTH PHOTOS COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3, FILE 7.   

The CPT was a much safer program of flight training than previous, 

unregimented pilot training courses.  After the creation of the CAA and the CPT, pilot 

training in the past was now characterized by the jargon of “old-fashioned, haphazard, 

hit-or-miss method of instruction that was so common at so many ‘cow-pasture’ 

airports.”  By January 1941, the CPT was seen as doing a “valuable job in driving home 

the message of the real worth of controlled flight instruction and in putting the spotlight 

on the serious faults and defects of the haphazard system.”  The CPT’s main virtue was 

the safety that it introduced to flying instruction.  Statisticians for the CAA revealed that 
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it was 30 times safer to learn to fly in the CPT than it was to learn to fly outside that 

program.  Instructional flying – both solo and dual – in 1939 totaled 702,957 hours with 

56,236,560 miles flown.  For that, there were 52 fatal accidents with a total of 67 

persons, instructors and students, who died.  In the CPT, however, there was only one 

student killed during all of the training up to January 1941 totaling over 400,000 hours 

of flying.88 

By late 1941, Breedlove had made more than enough profit from the CPT to 

begin eyeing the purchase of his own, private airport.  The Lubbock Municipal Airport 

had served its purpose for Breedlove, in the beginning as his first career position in 

aviation as well as his home and next as his training site for his CPT classes.  So on 

October 21, 1941, Breedlove purchased 219 acres of land on east 50th Street southeast 

of Lubbock from a cotton farmer named Guy L. Pattillo for $29,430.  The land was 

situated between the Tahoka Highway (now Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.) and the Slaton 

Highway (now Southeast Drive).  He named it Commercial Airport but it was more 

commonly known as Breedlove Airport.  It officially opened on December 20, 1941 and 

he moved his CPT classes there to continue training pilots.89 

In the first weeks of 1942, the CPT / WTS was still under the control of the CAA 

and the military could only make requests from their very large pool of well-trained 

pilots as described in a newspaper article in early January:  “The Civil Aeronautics 

administration [sic] today appealed to more than 45,000 graduates of its civilian pilot 
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training course to enlist immediately in the air forces of the Army or Navy.”  In a letter 

sent to all 45,000 graduates of the CPT program, Donald H. Connolly, CAA administrator 

urged civilian pilots to apply for further training either in the Army’s or Navy’s air arm.  

Both the Army and Navy requested Connolly to contact the graduates of the CPT and 

make such a request.90  Although the Civilian Pilot Training program was originally 

created with all pretensions of offering near-costfree flying for anyone, that cover was 

quickly removed after the United States entered the war.  Now that the demand for 

pilots was cast in an urgent wartime setting, pressure was placed on all of those CPT 

primary course pilots to offer their services to the U.S. military or risk losing their private 

pilot’s license altogether.  Although that may have seemed a small price to pay to avoid 

military service, those young men would also lose their choice field in the service, the 

Army Air Forces or Naval Air Arm, and thus would risk being relegated to a less 

glamorous, lower paying, and possibly more hazardous duty in the military.  Evidence of 

this threat is seen as early as January 1942. 

At the regional meeting in Fort Worth where Clent Breedlove was named as the 

Texas governor of the National Aviation Training association on Saturday, January 24, 

1942, the Associated Press also noted a strong threat stated by Col. Roscoe Turner of 

Indianapolis.  Turner was a nationally known speed pilot and authority in aviation who 

spoke at the meeting, which was composed chiefly of civilian pilot training operators.  

He informed the attendees that “private pilots must prove their value to the nation’s 
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war effort or stand the risk of being grounded for the duration.”91  The CPT was now 

being presented as a gateway into the U.S. military’s air arm, either army or navy, and 

an even stronger recruitment of male college students into the CPT was being seen.  The 

CPT was now changing so that enrollees in the program were required to pledge service 

in the military.  Roosevelt’s unwritten policy of “Train first, then draft” was coming to 

fruition. 

In early February, Robert P. Vail announced that the quotas for CPT students that 

spring semester of 1942 at Texas Tech had not been filled, yet, and men were needed.  

Texas Tech’s quota for primary CPT was set at 40, but only 16 had passed the 

examinations and qualified for the course.  For secondary CPT coursework, the quota 

was set at 20 and some openings were still available.  However, physical standards for 

the CPT student were now more rigid and similar to those of flying cadets.92  “Under 

new regulations, the civilian pilot instruction serves to greater extent as a ‘springboard’ 

into the Army and Navy flying cadet training.  Effective with the classes now being 

organized, trainees sign affadavits agreeing that upon completion of the civilian course 

they will ‘immediately apply for further training in the armed forces,’ or will continue 

with advanced civiliain pilot training courses leading to instructorships ‘if so directed.’  

They also pledge their agreement to a possible plan whereby they might be called into 
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service even before end of the course on a deferred or reserved status, pending 

completion of the course.  The spring courses will be completed in June.”93 

 Even more evidence of the pressure that the military was placing on the CAA for 

their CPT graduates was made clear the next month when it was announced that the 

CAA aviation training program was ordered to double in size.  “The CAA civilian aviation 

training program today was ordered more than doubled in size and geared completely 

into the war effort as a part of the urgent expansion of the nation’s air power.  The War 

deparment announced the move, explaining it was worked out in cooperation with the 

Army air forces.”94  The number of students who were given primary pilot training 

escalated from 25,000 a year to 45,000 a year.  The quota for the secondary course 

tripled from 10,000 a year to 30,000 students annually.95  The effect of all of this near-

free flying instruction sponsored by the U.S. Government was apparent by May of 1942 

when the new Army Air Forces glider program was beginning to train students.  Those 

students with CPT course work already completed and a private pilot’s license would 

receive preferred placements in the USAAF both in glider pilot and light plane training 

programs.  On May 21, 1942, Clent Breedlove stated that he would soon begin training 

glider pilots for the army in Plainview.  The opening date of the school was June 1.96 
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The first such mention of the U.S. military’s use of the CPT at Texas Tech 

appeared later in June when it was stated that the U.S. Army and Navy would use Texas 

Tech’s CAA program during the summer to train 70 pilots, with 20 of them receiving 

preliminary training as elementary glider pilots.  For primary training, 20 elementary 

Army pilots and 15 elementary Navy trainees were assigned to this type of beginning 

pilot education.  For secondary pilot training, the Army would have 10 pilots and the 

Navy would have five pilots.  This quota represented an increase of 15 student pilots in 

the primary program but a decrease of 5 student pilots in the secondary program.97  

Later that summer, the next CPT class started but with fewer students than had been 

allocated in the quota.  The summertime CPT class at Texas Tech contained 56 men.  

This course prepared the men “for service in combat, as ferry pilots and as instructors.”  

The 56 men are members of the U.S. Navy or U.S. Army enlisted reserve and will serve in 

the military in some capacity upon completion of their pilot training.  The quota for this 

summer class was set at 70 but enrollment fell short by 14 men.98 

The military’s use of CPT pilots was not without controversy, however.  In 1939, 

during the legislative process of debating the use and value of the CPT, Brigadier 

General Barton K. Yount, then assistant chief of the U.S. Army Air Corps (USAAC), was 

“wholeheartedly in favor of the training program.”  Yount went further in his support by 

understanding that CPT graduates would exhibit an “air mindedness” and could be 
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influential in expanding civil aviation.99  (The U.S. Army Air Corps became the U.S. Army 

Air Forces (USAAF) on June 20, 1940.)100  By 1942, however, the USAAF had reservations 

about using pilots trained by the CPT.  General Henry “Hap” Arnold had been trying for 

some time to make the fledgling AAF earn more respect from the Army and obtain more 

of an independent footing.  By depending on the CAA / CPTP to train many of their 

pilots, this left the USAAF in a more fragile position.  The U.S. Navy, however, had a 

long-established air arm and saw no problems with using the CPT to provide primary 

and secondary training to many of its pilots.  The Navy’s “pilot elimination rate was 17 

percent, compared to the AAF’s rate of 43 to 50 percent.”101 

Robert Mason announced the list of enrollees on Monday, July 20.  Three of the 

local men taking non-glider CPT were Earl Dietering, Aetna Christie, and Burney Wilmot 

Eaton.  These men would later advance to being pre-flight instructors in the 309th 

College Training Detachment (CTD) in the 1943-44 school year.  One of the U.S. Navy 

secondary pilots whose address was listed as Route 1, Lubbock, was Emmett Douglas 

Anderson.  Anderson provided an interview about his time training the Clent 

Breedlove’s CPT program.102  Emmett Douglas “Doug” Anderson was born in Cook 

County near Granbury, Texas in 1920 and learned to fly in the CPT at Texas Tech, first in 

M. F. Dagley’s primary CPT and then Clent Breedlove’s secondary CTP course.  His 
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brother-in-law was Lowell Sailsbury.  Sailsbury was an instructor pilot in the CPT working 

for Dagley at the Lubbock Municipal airport.103  “I enrolled in Tech in January 1940.  I 

went to Tech until October of 1942 when I left to enter the Navy.  I knew him (Dagley) 

fairly well.  He had two Piper Cubs for his CPT program and he had a pretty good 

reputation as a pilot and citizen of the town.”  Anderson said that he thinks that he had 

heard of the CPT from a couple of friends prior to joining it but did not know much 

about the program.  I didn’t enroll in the CPT until the spring semester of ’42.  The 

program that we were in was a Texas Tech program and you had to be a student to get 

in to the program.  I remember specifically that you had to have a physical examination.  

You had to pass a flight physical.  There were probably 20 of us that went down to a 

medical facility.” 

He said that there were four classes and four parts of the CAA examination.  One 

was aerodynamics; one was civil air rules; one was aircraft navigation; and the last one 

was aircraft engines.  Each class would last about three or four weeks and was about an 

hour in length.  He said that when the time came for him and his fellow students to 

travel to the LMA for in-plane training they would just travel alone there twice a week.  

There was no shuttle bus or other transportation provided for them: “No, you had 

specified times to come out and fly because the instructors had a number of students.  
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You got a final check with a CAA inspector.  He gave us the written tests on all four 

subjects with at least a 70 to get your private pilot’s license.” 104 

After Anderson completed his CPT primary coursework, he enrolled in the 

secondary course.  The secondary course also had ground school but the flying was 

done in Waco UPF-7 biplanes and at Clent Breedlove’s new, private airport located on 

east 50th street just southeast of Lubbock.  “Up until June, I don’t think any of us were in 

the service at all.  It was June of ’42 that most of us went down to the recruiting offices 

and signed up and the Navy took the people who wanted to get into the Navy.  We had 

to go to Dallas for our physical and the formal induction.  I went down on the 9th of 

June.  When we signed up in January of ’42 – signed up for CPT – we were advised that 

when we finished, we were expected to go into the service and that was all.  There was 

no pressure.  I don’t know that there was anybody lobbying to get anyone or everyone 

to go into the Navy or to go into the Air Corps; but we just knew that we had that 

obligation.”105 

After Anderson went to Dallas, the Navy sent him back home to Lubbock and 

Texas Tech where he continued his pilot training in a CPT secondary course in the 

summer of 1942.  “After school was out and after we had finished primary CPT, a bunch 

of us were enrolled in secondary CPT flying Waco’s; and we flew Waco’s at the 

Breedlove airport southeast of Lubbock.”  Anderson said that Breedlove had six 

Taylorcraft’s and some WACO UPF-7’s at his airport.  He said that he spent three months 
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of secondary training in a Waco UPF-7 at Breedlove Airport and that he spent a 

considerable amount of time there training.  When he finished secondary CPT, Anderson 

waited for orders from the Navy and eventually reported to Dallas.  He then shipped to 

Navy pre-flight school in Athens, Georgia on October 14, 1942.  Later, Anderson was 

assigned to a PBX Catalina flying boat as a gunner.  He was on Anti-Submarine Warfare 

(ASW) patrols on the Pacific side of the Panama Canal Zone and later in the Atlantic 

Ocean flying off Bermuda Island.106 

                                

FIGURES 2.7A, 2.7B, AND 2.7C.  EMMETT DOUGLAS “DOUG” ANDERSON IN U.S. NAVAL UNIFORM DURING WORLD WAR II.  
BOTH PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF HIS DAUGHTER, PAM ANDERSON-TAPLATT.  LOWELL SAILSBURY (LEFT) AND MAENARD F. 
“DAG” DAGLEY AT NEW YORK CITY HARBOR IN 1944.  SAILSBURY WAS THE BROTHER-IN-LAW OF EMMETT D. ANDERSON, CPT 
STUDENT AT TEXAS TECH IN 1942.  PHOTO COURTESY OF KEVIN SAILSBURY. 

Another successful CPT story at Texas Tech was that of student pilot Daniel Steen 

who enrolled in CPT while at Tech.  He left college on February 20, 1942 to enter the 

aviation ferry service flying for Pan-American Airways at Miami, Florida.107  Things 

panned out very well for Steen in the aviation ferry service.  A little over a year after 

leaving Tech, he was one of the pilots on the plane that flew President Roosevelt to 
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Africa and South America, according to Texas Tech Dean A. H. Leidigh.  “In a letter to 

Dean Leidigh, Steen said he had been away from New York, his present home, about a 

month, during which time he had crossed the South Atlantic 8 times, crossed the 

equator 10 times and flown about 20,000 miles.  He arrived back in New York on Feb. 

2.”  Steen was an agriculture student at Texas Tech and from Graham.  He attended 

Tech for three and a half years and graduated from the Civilian Pilot Training program 

there.108  Aulyne Breedlove, Clent Breedlove’s wife, remembered Daniel Steen, too.  

When looking over their photographs from the war, she said, “Now, here, I believe, is 

one about Daniel Steen, the boy in the center, is one that I told you that flew (Wendell) 

Wilkie everywhere.  The first time that he was off the ground was his first lesson.  He 

was really a very excellent student.  Well, so many of our boys did turn out to be such 

wonderful students.”109 

 

                                                           
108 LMA, “Former Tech Student Pilot On FDR’s Trip,” p4, March 2, 1943. 

109 Aulyne Breedlove to Sylvan Dunn, (hereinafter cited as Aulyne Breedlove), interview, 1957, Southwest 
Collection (hereinafter cited as SCTTU), Texas Tech University. 
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FIGURE 2.8.  ENLARGEMENT OF A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING THE LAST CPT CLASS AT BREEDLOVE AIRPORT IN MARCH 1943.  THE 
RED VERTICAL LINES DEMARK THE FIVE GROUPS OF INSTRUCTORS WITH THEIR STUDENTS.  EACH INSTRUCTOR WAS ASSIGNED FIVE 
STUDENTS FOR A TOTAL CLASS SIZE OF 25.  THE INSTRUCTORS ARE IN LIGHT-COLORED UNIFORMS OR JACKETS.  THE CPT 
STUDENTS ARE IN DARK-COLORED CPT UNIFORMS AND ARE WEARING OVERSEAS CAPS.  INSTRUCTOR PILOTS HAROLD 
HUMPHRIES, FLOYD SMITH, CHARLES B. AKEY AND HAL STANSEL HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED.  THIS IS ALMOST CERTAINLY A 
SECONDARY CPT CLASS AS INDICATED BY THE WACO UPF-7 AND FLEET BIPLANES BEHIND THE STUDENTS.  THESE BIPLANES 
WERE USED TO TEACH CPT STUDENTS MORE ADVANCED ACROBATICS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF TED KINGSBERY, CLENT 
BREEDLOVE’S GRANDSON, AND IS LABELED ON THE BACK AS “LAST CPT CLASS – MARCH 1943.” 

Not all the CPT student stories were a success, however.  J. C. Armstrong trained 

in the Civilian Pilot Training program at Texas Tech and in Clent Breedlove’s CPT at the 

Lubbock Municipal airport in the fall of 1940 and spring of 1941 in a Taylorcraft.  This 

was his senior year at Texas Tech.  Speaking of his time in the CPT, Armstrong said: 

“They put in the program they were looking forward to; they anticipated the war and 

they wanted pilots.  You didn’t join anything – you just took the course.  You didn’t sign 

up for the army or navy or anything.  I took the course and I got my private pilot’s 

license in a Taylorcraft.”110  “When soloed, you had to put in so many hours.  I got out of 

it in the morning, because I didn’t realize that I had motion problems which I have now.  

I would get out of it in the morning when it wasn’t so rough.  You had to get in so many 

hours post-solo; that’s what I did because I cracked up the best plane.  After I finished in 
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the Taylorcraft, I went into advanced in a two-wing Waco and we did a little of 

everything and I didn’t realize as much of a motion problem as I do now.  So, went out 

with the instructor one time, and we went up and did a little of everything:  Immelmann 

[Turn], a little of everything.”  The instructor then told him to take the aircraft up and 

land it three times.  He took his Waco UPF-7 up alone as instructed but the outcome 

was less than favorable: “Well, I was too sick to tell him I was sick.  I really was.  So I took 

her down and brought it in for a landing, and I landed it so high that when it dropped in, 

a wing almost hit the ground but didn’t.  I tried to work the stick but couldn’t work it.  I 

signed off [from training].  I didn’t take any more classes.  They had to send the plane to 

Dallas for a major overhaul and I quit.”  Armstrong graduated from Tech in May 1941 

with a bachelor’s degree in business administration.  He then went to join the U.S. Navy 

and Officer Candidate School.  When the Navy found out that he had a private pilot’s 

license, they talked to him for at least an hour trying to convince him to be a pilot for 

the Navy.  However, Armstrong was afraid that he was going to be in a combat situation 

and suffer another bout of motion sickness so he opted to go into naval bomb disposal 

instead.111 

After the U.S. entered the war, the CAA initiated an accelerated training program 

for the CPT.  By January 28, 1943, the fourth such accelerated session of CPT at Texas 

Tech started.  However also by this time, enrollment by the general public into the CPT 

had come to a close.  Robert L. Mason, who took Robert Vail’s place as the civilian 

coordinator of the CAA at Texas Tech, announced that students in both the elementary 
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(primary) and secondary phases of training had received both class schedules and 

uniforms.  Also of interest is that these new students were listed as being in the Air 

Corps reserve.  This is considerably different from the early days of the CPT when 

anyone could join the program and there was no obligation for military service after 

earning your private pilot’s license.  “Students for these classes, from New Mexico, 

Texas and Oklahoma, are members of the Air Corps reserve.  Mason said they are 

among the last to enlist before the War department [sic] order of Dec. 5 (1943) closing 

enlistments in the program.” 112 

With the start of 1943, the U.S. Government placed more restrictions on the use 

of light aircraft by private citizens in order to ensure an adequate pool of aircraft for use 

in the CPT.  “Charles E. Wilson, WPB vice chairman in charge of aircraft, yesterday froze 

planes in the hands of their owners, apparently for the purpose of facilitating the use of 

such planes for training pilots under the Civil Pilots training program.”113  This move 

provides evidence that the CPT was a success nation-wide.  There were other even 

stronger indications of the success Clent Breedlove’s CPT.  One was the contract 

between the USAAF and Breedlove for Breedlove Aerial Service to train pre-glider pilots 

at Plainview, Texas north of Lubbock.  This program was known officially as the 4th Army 

Air Forces Glider Training Detachment (AAFGTD).  Further proof was a new contract that 

Breedlove had with the CAA to train pre-flight students at Texas Tech for the USAAF.  

This program was known officially as the 309th College Training Detachment (CTD) and 
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would take the place of the CPT at Tech.  Breedlove was one of four flight school 

operators in Texas so invited to sign such a contract.  The spokesman for the CAA said 

that this program may force 200 other schools to close due to lack of revenue.  The 

success of Breedlove’s CPT was evident, as the USAAF now wanted him to train 

thousands of young men in the Army the elementary skills needed to fly in a pre-flights 

program.114 

A final example of Breedlove’s successful CPT came in a letter from Harry J. 

Thompson, Captain, USAF in early 1948, almost three years after the war ended.  

Thompson mailed this letter to Breedlove after he was reminded of the training that he 

received in Breedlove’s CPT while in Lubbock.  “Have been looking thru the American 

Aviation Directory and came to a page listing Lubbock, Texas, and there was the 

Breedlove Aerial Service.  It took me back for what seems a million years; in many 

respects I guess 1939 and 40 are that far in the past.  Anyway, I thought that I’d drop 

you a line and let you know that you started me off on what seems to have been ‘the 

right track’.  Since starting out with you in the CPTP days I’ve managed to graduate from 

AAF training with the Class of 42-K, become a Regular Air Force Officer and stack up 

some 2,000 hrs of Military time in everything from L-3’s to B-17’s and B-24’s.  Have 

spent most of the last four years flying transport (C-47) and am now assigned as 
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Assistant to the Military Air Attache, American Embassy, Brussels with the primary job of 

Embassy pilot.”115 

In summary, Clent Breedlove’s Civilian Pilot Training Program was an unqualified 

success.  There were no fatalities in his CPT and an estimated 930 students went 

through his program.  His wife, Aulyne, said that he received the Merit of Award for his 

CPT. 116  His program was part of a much larger nationwide CPT program that trained 

435,165 student pilots at 1132 colleges and universities before coming to an end in the 

summer of 1944.117  Although there was criticism of the CPTP at the national level for 

not providing enough pilots for the military early on, corrections were made in the 

system and improvements seen.  In the fiscal years of 1943 and 1944, the CPTP-WTS 

trained 55,348 pilots for the USAAF enlisted reserve in a variety of specialties.  For the 

U.S. Navy during this same period, the CPT-WTS trained 105,000 officers, aviation 

cadets, and enlisted men.118  One of the CPT pilots who later went on to become a great 

success was John Glenn.  Glenn first learned to fly in the CPT at New Philadelphia, Ohio 

in the spring of 1941.119  He served as a fighter pilot in World War II and the Korean 

War.  On February 20, 1962, Glenn became the first American to orbit the Earth.120 
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In the fall semester of 1939, there were 31 students in Clent Breedlove’s first CPT 

course, which provided some of the initial instructors for his later CPT classes.  The next 

CPT course, which started November 1, 1939, had 65 Texas Tech students enrolled in it, 

a total of 96 students that first semester.  After that, the standard quota of 40 students 

in primary and 30 students in secondary CPT is used. 121  Also, the quota of 20 students 

the advanced instructor’s CPT course for all semesters is used in the estimate. 122  By the 

end of the spring semester at Tech, about 600 students had graduated from CPT and 

granted licenses to fly according to Robert P. Vail.123  With one year left of the CPT 

training at Tech, an estimate of 90 CPT students for the summer and fall of 1942 and 

another 90 in the spring of 1943 yields approximately 870 graduates of CPT at Tech by 

May 1943.  In addition, there were approximately 20 men in an estimated three classes 

of non-college CPT given at the LMA in the spring of 1942 by Florene Miller Watson.124  

Altogether, these figures total to 930 CPT students trained by Breedlove Aerial Service 

from the fall of 1939 through May 1943.  This estimate will be used in Chapter 5 to 

determine the approximate amount of money paid to Breedlove Aerial Service for 

training these men.  A considerable number of records and oral histories have been 

used in this chapter to show the success of Breedlove’s CPT course at Texas Tech from 

September 1939 through March 1943.  Many of his students went on to become 

successful pilots in the military, in Government service, or as instructor pilots in the CPT 
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training many more thousands of young men.  The success of Breedlove’s CPT paved the 

way for three much larger Government contracts between Breedlove Aerial Service and 

the CAA and USAAF.  The details and success of those pilot-training programs will be 

discussed in the next three chapters. 
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Chapter 3.  Breedlove Aerial Service Takes Off:  The First Army 
Contract 

 

Plainview Pre-Glider School 

 

In response to the success of the German glider program in 1940 and 1941, the 

United States Army started its glider program in April 1941.  The German Army carried 

out two very successful glider operations, which caught the attention of foreign 

militaries worldwide.  The first operation was a relatively small but highly noteworthy 

assault against the Belgium fort Eban Emael near the German frontier.  Early on the 

morning of May 10, 1940, 17 German DFS 230 gliders landed on top of the fort and in 20 

minutes had captured four of the fort’s five largest guns.  The next day, the Belgians 

surrendered their remaining troops in the fort.  Then, on May 20, 1941, the Germans 

launched Operation Mercury, the attack against the island of Crete in the 

Mediterranean Sea.  The German 7th Airborne Division assaulted the three airfields 

located on the north side of the island.  After several days of bitter fighting, the German 

paratroopers and glider troops began winning one fight after another and eventually 

pushed the much larger Allied force off the three airfields.  Evacuations of Allied troops 

from Crete began a few days later and by June 1, the Germans had secured the island.125  

The Germans captured Crete entirely by airborne forces but at a very high cost to them.  

Out of 13,000 paratroopers and glider troops used in the engagement, 5140 were killed 
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or wounded.  Furthermore, 350 German aircraft were lost during the assault; about half 

of them were the Junkers Ju-52 transport planes used to deliver the paratroopers and to 

pull the gliders.  The losses were so high that Hitler decided never to use airborne forces 

in large numbers again.  The German 7th Airborne Division’s high losses on Crete were 

hidden from the British and Americans, however.  As a result, the British and Americans 

concluded that any airborne force, which could travel 200 miles over open seas from 

Greece to Crete and defeat a force over twice its size was something that was very much 

needed by them.  As a result, on June 1, 1941, the first 12 U.S. power pilots began 

training in gliders at Elmira, New York and Lockport, Illinois.126  By August 28, Brigadier 

General Spaatz, General Henry “Hap” Arnold’s chief of staff, sent Arnold a three-part 

plan for the new glider pilot program.  The first part recommended that 21 of the initial 

150 power pilots slated to receive glider pilot training begin at Elmira Area Soaring 

Corporation’s school in New York.  Due to the intense cold of New York winters, which 

would limit year-round pilot training of any type, Spaatz stated in part two of his plan 

that the rest of the initial 150 power pilots be trained in warmer climes.  He suggested 

that their glider pilot training occur at some other civilian glider pilot contract schools 

located in the south and west with warmer temperatures for better flying conditions.  

Last, Spaatz foresaw an enormous increase in the glider pilot program but knew that the 

USAAF did not have a military school capable of handling a rapid expansion in the event 

of war.  Thus, he urged that civilian contract schools conduct all elementary glider pilot 
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training.  General Arnold approved Spaatz’s plan four days later.127  Charles Day 

disagrees with the claim that warmer temperatures were needed for better flying 

conditions.  Day explained, “Though not a huge factor, cooler northern air has better lift 

than hot desert air.  Fly all day in cooler climate or only in early morning in hot 

climate.”128  The fact that of the eighteen USAAF contract glider schools four were 

located in Minnesota; two in Wisconsin; one in Iowa; one each in the Dakotas; and one 

in Colorado clearly refutes the notion that glider pilot training was better suited for 

warmer climates.129 

With the U.S. thrust into the war by the unexpected aerial attack from the 

Japanese on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the USAAF greatly increased their 

quota of glider pilots from 150 to 1000 by February 1942.  Five weeks later, this number 

bolted up to 4200 and just thirty-eight days after that the number peaked at 6000 glider 

pilots scheduled to be trained by the end of 1942.  To meet this tremendous 

requirement, the USAAF reduced the length of the training program and allowed in 

civilian-trained pilots.  More fluctuations occurred in the training requirements every 

few weeks between April and September 1942 “from twin-engine certification to no 

pilot experience to limited experience, and back to no experience.”130 
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The USAAF designated four phases of glider pilot training in the Second World 

War:  preliminary; primary, also known as pre-glider or “dead stick”; basic; and 

advanced.  If the student had taken 30 hours of flight training in the CPT and had a 

private pilot’s license, then he could bypass the preliminary step and go directly to a 

pre-glider school.  The Plainview pre-glider school was a primary school where student 

pilots learned the initial steps involved in landing an aircraft after taking it up to an 

altitude between 1,000 feet and 5,000 feet.  The instructor pilot initially would be in the 

aircraft, usually a Piper Cub, with the student pilot.  After reaching the required altitude, 

the student would turn off power to the engine.  With the engine powered off, the 

airplane was referred to being in “dead stick” mode, meaning that the control stick was 

handling a dead engine.  The student would then glide the powerless aircraft to the 

ground for a landing in a dirt or grass field.131 

The Plainview Pre-Glider School was known officially as the 4th Army Air Forces 

Glider Training Detachment (AAFGTD) and was activated on June 1, 1942.  It was under 

the command of the Army Air Forces West Coast Training Center, which was in Santa 

Ana, Calif.  On February 10, 1943, this command changed to the Air Forces Gulf Coast 

Training Center, which was located at Randolph Field, Texas.132 The objective of the 

training of student pilots at Plainview Pre-Glider School was to teach them to become 

competent in operating light aircraft, and to complete all landings either using the 
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engine’s power or not, both during daytime and nighttime conditions, and to be able to 

service their aircraft in the field.  Upon graduation, the student pilot should have 

mastered these primary skills.  The most important aspect of this training was to learn 

the skill of gliding the aircraft and in performing spot landings.  The duration of each 

training class was four weeks.133 

Clent Breedlove was the owner and civilian operator of Breedlove Aerial Service 

while Gene Fowler was the business manager.  At this time, Breedlove Aerial Service 

operated both from Breedlove Airport located four miles southeast of Lubbock and at 

Finney Field located six miles north of Plainview.  Finney Field was the location from 

which the Plainview Pre-Glider School operated.  Robert H. Bean was the flight 

commander at Plainview.134  Since this was a U.S. Army Air Forces contract glider school, 

an officer from the U.S. Army oversaw the military personnel located there.  This officer 

was First Lt. William G. Dixon.  The commandant of the students was Second Lt. William 

L. Loenneke.135  The first mention of a glider school being located at Plainview in the 

Evening Herald was on Friday, May 22, 1942.  The article stated that plans for an Army 

Air Corps Primary Training school at Plainview had been ongoing for the past two weeks 

and were finalized on May 21.136 
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Clent Breedlove, veteran pilot and former manager of the Lubbock Municipal 

airport, was to be in charge of the glider school as a civilian contractor and director.  The 

school would provide a 30-day course in special phases of flying using light planes.  At 

peak capacity, the school would handle 160 students per month with 40 graduating 

each week after the first month.  The contract glider school would have from three to 

six regular Army officers posted at the airfield along with from three to 6 civil service 

employees and from 25 to 30 pilot instructors.  As for the students, they would be 

enlisted men who had had some primary training.  At Finney Field, they would receive 

30 hours of flight training and 60 hours of ground school.  As for their quarters, both the 

officers and men were housed at the Hilton Hotel in Plainview and special provisions 

were going to be made for their room and board.  Army jeeps and transport trucks 

would shuttle them back and forth from the airfield.  The Plainview Municipal airport 

was to be the main base of operations and the planes would be kept there, too.137 

In addition to the main base at Finney Field, three other airfields in the area 

served as auxiliary glider training airfields.  A 309-acre tract 9 miles southwest of the 

airport was one site.  The second airfield was 160 acres in size and was to be located 6 

miles northwest of Finney Field.  The last airfield was also 160 acres and would be 

located 8 miles northeast of the airport.  These would be the auxiliary airfields.  The 

glider school at Finney Field was one of two in Texas and among 19 that were to be 

established in the United States by June 1.  Big Spring was host to the other Texas glider 

school.  The Plainview glider school at Finney Field was to be the third largest out of the 
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19.138  In 1942, the Plainview Municipal airport was Finney Field, which was located 6 

miles north of Plainview and immediately west of U.S. Highway 87, also known as the 

Amarillo Highway.139  The instructor pilots in June 1942 were Abb Thomas Moore, M. E. 

Wheaton, Walter M. Baber, J. F. Brennen, R. C. Disheroon, Thomas Ward, Wesley 

Barnhill, G. V. Fulton, and Harold Humphries.  Other positions at Finney Field were the 

following:  three ground school instructors; one parachute packer; eleven mechanics; six 

guards; two gas truckers; three jeep drivers; three helpers; two re-con drivers; three 

truck drivers; and one bookkeeper.140  The first USAAF personnel arrived at the 

Plainview Pre-Glider School on May 25, 1942.  First Lieutenant William G. Dixon took 

command of the 4TH AAFGTD and held that position until the base closed on April 15, 

1943.141 

For the first students at Finney Field, instruction began on June 1, 1942; 

however, actual flying for them did not begin until June 5.  Originally, there were 20 

Piper Cub aircraft stationed there for flying operations.  Over time, the number of 

aircraft at Plainview Pre-glider increased to a peak of 105 aircraft.142  Mrs. Aulyne 

Breedlove said that the Army Air Forces gave her husband, Clent, thirty-six hours’ notice 

to begin training pilots in a pre-glider program.  She said that Clent never really 

operated off Breedlove Airport for very long.  It opened on December 20, 1941.  A few 
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months later, the USAAF assigned him to run the pre-glider course in Plainview, which 

was strictly an Army Air Forces program.  He was in Lubbock at Breedlove Airport only 

about 30 minutes per week and not very often did he stay longer than that.143 

“They called him up from Fort Worth and told him that they were giving him this 

(glider) program in Plainview.  They only gave him thirty-six hours to prepare for training 

operations there,” recalled Mrs. Breedlove.  The USAAF told Breedlove that he would 

have to fly to Washington, D.C. in twelve hours.  He said that he could not possibly 

arrive there by then in a commercial airliner; but the Army told him that he would be 

given priority and, in fact, they had a ticket waiting for him, she continued.  While in 

Washington, D. C., Breedlove obtained all the requirements for the pre-glider work.   He 

then telephoned back home to Breedlove Airport in Lubbock.  Mrs. Breedlove’s assistant 

at Breedlove Airport was Gene Fowler, who was the manager and bookkeeper, she 

stated.  Breedlove told Fowler what he wanted in the way of an airfield for pre-glider 

training and where Fowler could find it.  That area was Plainview and he only gave 

Fowler one day to acquire the use of Finney Field, Mrs. Breedlove explained. 

Fowler took the necessary men with him to Plainview to secure all that was 

needed at Finney Field.  Later that evening, Fowler called Breedlove in Washington, D.C. 

to say that he had completed everything that he had requested him to do in Plainview.  

Breedlove flew back from Washington, D. C. in a terrible storm.  The next day after he 

arrived home in Lubbock he went directly to Plainview.  The Army Air Forces began to 
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land planes there based upon the location Breedlove gave them to use, which was 

Finney Field.  Gene Fowler had leased the land to start operations that very day.144  The 

Army would furnish the planes and Breedlove was to be responsible for their 

maintenance and fueling.  Breedlove’s contract would be for 90 days.  An Army 

spokesman was reported as having said that the men currently enrolled as glider school 

students would retain their ranking until graduation.  After they successfully completed 

the course, they would be given the rank of flying sergeant and would wear the 

distinctive silver wings of a glider pilot.  Glider Pilots received approximately $150 in pay 

per month.145 

The Evening Herald picked up an article on the wire services from Santa Ana, 

California that explained more about this new glider program.  The glider program was 

open to officers, enlisted men, and civilians between 18 and 35 years of age.  They had 

to have a minimum of 35 flying hours, an airman’s certificate or a recently lapsed 

certificate, must have made 200 glider flights, or have successfully completed an 

elementary pilot’s course.146  Those eligible for training as glider pilots were male 

citizens of the United States who met the age requirement and who met any one of the 

specific aviation requirements, stated Sgt. H. M. Gist who oversaw the Plainview 

recruiting station.  Those requirements included holding a currently effective CAA 

airman’s certificate private grade or higher license or holding a lapsed CAA certificate 
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private grade or higher license provided expiration was subsequent to January 1, 1942.  

The applicant could have certified that he had completed 200 or more glider flights; or, 

the applicant certified that he was a former aviation student who was not eliminated for 

flying deficiency after he had successfully completed the course of elementary 

instruction.  All applicants had to certify that they had not at any time been eliminated 

for flying deficiency from the elementary course of a CPT or any service flying school.  In 

lieu of the requirement outlined above, male citizens of proper age could also have 

been accepted who presented a letter signed by a CAA district or regional flight 

instructor or flight supervisor that certified that the applicant was professionally 

qualified and met the physical requirements for flying under current CAA CPT 

regulations, as amended.147  On May 24, the Plainview Evening Herald reported that ten 

light planes had arrived at Finney Field for use by the Army Air Corps Primary Training 

school, which was scheduled to begin on June 1.  A group of fliers arrived in their light 

planes from Lubbock Army Flying School.  Col. Gilbert, commanding officer, led the 

flight.  Twenty planes were flown from Lubbock to Plainview with the pilots doubling up 

in ten of the planes for the return flight.  The plan was to have thirty instructors with the 

original ten light planes already received to be used for preliminary training of the 

instructors.  Students would take off from the municipal airport, fly to a designated 

height, cut off the engines of the planes and soar to one of the three auxiliary fields, 

which had been created near the airport, for “dead stick” landings.148 
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Mrs. Breedlove said that the USAAF told Breedlove that he would only need to 

have two hangars and a small hospital room at Finney Field as well as an office for 

himself and one for some of the army personnel.  The operation grew considerably and 

beyond all original expectations, said remarked.  Her husband’s operation at Plainview 

was tremendous and eventually there were 23 buildings at Finney Field.  All the student 

pilots originally were housed and fed at the Hilton Hotel in Plainview and were bunked 

on its first two floors.149  She later explained that her husband rented the Hilton Hotel in 

Plainview to quarter the men.  She also said that her husband moved a Civilian 

Conservation Corps (CCC) camp to Plainview from Floydada, apparently to help with the 

construction of the buildings for the new pre-glider training site.150  Charles Day 

explained, “The contractor had to furnish the mechanics and a place to service the 

aircraft, instructors, and living quarters and mess facilities for the students, and 

classroom space along with office space.  If the contractor could not find enough 

housing, the Government made tenting available.  I am sure that the number of 

available instructors, available runway space and available housing-fixed buildings or 

tents must have had a lot to do with the school capacity.”151 

About the Plainview Pre-glider School at Finney Field, Mrs. Breedlove said, “It 

built up in leaps and bounds.  It looked like half of the Army was located there.  He was 

supposed to have only one commanding officer (CO) and one sergeant.  Instead, in 
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addition to the CO, Lieutenant Dixon, and the one sergeant, there were four or five 

lieutenants and many sergeants and a complete hospital unit”.  She recalled several 

interesting points about the training at Finney Field.  The pilots used flashlights on the 

wings of their planes while performing nighttime flying.  They would go up to a certain 

altitude and cut off power to the engine.  “They were coming in like flies.  The minute 

the plane would land on the ground the crew would pull it off to the side, start up the 

engine again, and take it back to the front of the runway to be used again by the next 

student pilot.”  The men on the ground would give the pilot in the air a green signal light 

to cut off his engine and to come in and land ‘dead stick’.  They used the red and green 

signals on the ground to control the air traffic.  “If there was trouble on the ground, then 

they would give the pilot a red signal and he would have to land somewhere else,” said 

Mrs. Breedlove.  She said that this did not happen too often. 152  Charles Day, national 

secretary of the National WWII Glider Pilots Association, noted that records indicate 

that Breedlove’s pre-glider school at Finney Field was about average in size compared to 

the other glider schools run under a civilian contract.  According to Day, “Breedlove's 

school per Army statistics was 152-student capacity.  Of the eighteen contract schools, 

including Breedlove's, eight of them had more capacity than his and nine had less.  Six of 

the lesser were in Minnesota and Wisconsin.  One contract school was in Big Spring, 
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Texas.  The four largest (180- to 240-student capacity) were in North Dakota, Colorado, 

Kansas and New Mexico.153 

One of the instructors at Finney Field was Harold Humphries.  Humphries began 

a daily commute to Finney Field just north of Plainview on June 15 with other pilots 

from Lubbock.  Humphries instructed student pilots there until July 25.  After that, 

Humphries returned to Lubbock to instruct pilots in the CPT again at Breedlove Airport.  

Humphries served as the chief instructor pilot at Breedlove Airport from April 13, 1943 

to March 31, 1944.154  Tom Moore of Lockney, Texas, also instructed student pilots at 

Finney Field in 1942.  According to his pilot’s logbook, Moore first flew on June 23, 1941 

in the CPT program at Texas Tech through Breedlove Aerial Service.  It also revealed that 

he first flew from Lubbock to Plainview on June 2, 1942.155  Moore said that he was one 

of the first instructors to arrive at Finney Field.  He drove to Plainview from Lubbock 

with Judge Robert Bean who was a business manager for Clent Breedlove.  During this 

time, Moore lived in Plainview instead of commuting from Lubbock each day as 

Humphries did.  Moore and Bean stayed in the Hilton Hotel in Plainview.  Moore flew in 

a Piper Cub J3, which he noted in his logbook was called an L4-A by the Army Air Forces.  

It had a Continental 65-horsepower engine.  After that initial flight to Plainview, Moore’s 

logbook shows numerous “local” flights in Plainview.  These are listed under the “Cross-
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Country” heading as “From:  Plainview – To:  Local” indicating a takeoff from Plainview’s 

Finney Field for a local flight.  Some of the other planes Moore flew were the WACO 

UPF, which was listed as having a Continental 220-horsepower engine.  Another plane 

that he flew at Finney Field was the Taylorcraft, number NC24476, with a Continental 

65-horsepower engine.  From June 2 to September 20, Moore accumulated 151 hours 

and 42 minutes flying as an instructor during daytime flights at Finney Field.  He had a 

total of 54 daytime flights.  Moore’s first nighttime flight as an instructor occurred on 

June 20 and his last night flight was on September 19.  During this time, he totaled 102 

hours and 30 minutes instructing students at night.  He flew a total of 29 night flights.  

Although he instructed in a variety of aircraft during the daytime hours, his logbook 

indicates that he only flew in the Piper Cub J3 aircraft at night.  His last local flight in 

Plainview was on September 19, 1942 and was in a Cub J3 listed with the certificate 

number of Army L-4A which indicated that it was owned and supplied by the Army Air 

Forces and not owned by Breedlove Aerial Service.  Moore said that he was paid $250 

per month to be an instructor pilot during this time and that that was very good pay for 

those days.156 

One of the student glider pilots at Finney Field was Mrs. Breedlove’s cousin.  His 

name was C. B. “Boots” King.  After completing all of his glider pilot training, her cousin 

he headed to the European Theater of Operations (ETO).  He landed his WACO CG-4A 

glider in German territory during Operation Varsity on March 24, 1945.  “They shot him 

down in the back”, Mrs. Breedlove said.  “One American soldier, who was hidden and 
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could not fire back at the enemy, later told Mrs. Breedlove, that the enemy troops had 

shot King in the back, mortally wounding him.  She also recalled something special about 

her cousin, “Boots” King, “He realized that he was not coming back because he had 

written a letter before [he left].”157  Charles Day said that King went to Europe and flew 

four glider combat missions:  Normandy, Southern France, Market-Garden and Varsity.  

He was killed March 23, 1945 during Operation Varsity in Germany.  King received a 

posthumous Purple Heart, the Orange Lanyard for Market-Garden, the Air Medal for the 

Normandy landings and one Oak Leaf Cluster for each of the following operations:  

Southern France, Market-Garden and Varsity.158 

                                

FIGURE 3.1.  CLUSTER OF BARRACKS AT FINNEY FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3. 

David A. Allen, Jr. was another student at the Plainview Pre-Glider School.  He 

was born in December 1920 in Poynor, Texas which is located in Henderson County 

southwest of Tyler.  Allen joined the US Army Air Corps (USAAC) in February 1941.  After 

some preliminary training after various bases, Allen arrived at Plainview for pre-glider 
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school around July 1, 1942.159  Allen only recalled flying during the daytime and said that 

his training probably ended around five o’clock in the afternoon.  He said that after 

finishing training at Finney Field each day, the glider pilots were driven back to Plainview 

in trucks.  They would then have supper at the hotel.  Allen said that his training at 

Finney Field ended around August 1.  He became a Staff Sgt. in July 1942 while stationed 

in Plainview.  With this promotion, Allen’s monthly pay doubled from $36 to $72.  

Recalling overall his time in Plainview, Allen said fondly, “There were a number of girls 

there in Plainview, which is something that we weren’t accustomed to in the desert 

(back at Hemet Field in California).  Plainview was an ‘uptown place’”.   After Allen 

finished his training in Plainview, he was then shipped to Wickenburg, Arizona.  His next 

stop was Dalhart Army Air Field where he took advanced glider training.160 

Childhood motion picture star, Jackie Coogan, was another student pilot at 

Plainview.  He arrived there on June 29, 1942.  “Coogan has had previous flying 

experience, this placing him in a class A at the Plainview school.  After four weeks of pre-

glider training he will report to an advanced school for two weeks.”161  Yvonne Ragle 

Sinclair remembered her dad, Raymond Ragle, telling her about Jackie Coogan: “He’s a 

flyboy and a smart aleck and a show off, too.  I can’t stand that Jackie Coogan,” Ragle 

said of Coogan to his daughter.  Ragle served as a security guard at Finney Field.162  
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Aulyne Breedlove also related stories about Jackie Coogan and how he showed up 

intoxicated at Finney Field in 1942: “In the group of students Clent Breedlove had, 

among the first was Jackie Coogan.  Having been in pictures and known as well as Jackie 

Coogan was, of course, he came in [to Finney Field] with many strikes against because of 

the resentment of the boys; and not only that, he came in about 12 or 13 hours late; 

and he was feeling no pain.  So, they were immediately going to wash him right out.  So 

Clent Breedlove took him aside and talked to him, and talked to him like a brother 

would to a brother.  He said that they were not against him and that he could not help it 

because he was famous.  Well, Coogan turned out to be one of the most likeable boys 

there.  The minute Jackie would cut the switch [to the engine] up there, you’d hear him 

singing; and he would sing to the top of his voice – just shrieking.  He had more fun than 

anyone; he loved apparently every moment of it and really was quite a help to a lot of 

the other boys.”163  Coogan later participated in the Allied landings in Burma in March 

1944 called Operation Thursday.  This was the second major U.S. glider operation of the 

war and was a combined Anglo-American operation deep behind Japanese lines.  

Coogan was in the first group of gliders to bring Allied troops into Burma.164  “When 

Coogan came back to the states in 1944, he was assigned to a USAAF demonstration 

group for selling war bonds.  Captain E. Lee Jett was in command of the group, which 

generally gave glider demonstrations in the northern half of the United States.  These 

groups involved several C-47s, at least two WACO CG-4A gliders with glider pilots, Jeeps, 
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a howitzer, several paratroopers, and non-flying support personnel such as a nurse”, 

said Day.165 

                       

FIGURE 3.2.  JACKIE COOGAN SELLING WAR BONDS IN ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI IN 1944.  PHOTO COURTESY OF CHARLES DAY. 

Each pre-glider student went through a four-week course, which consisted of 

ground school and flight school.  The instructors taught the students ground school for 

20 days at 3 hours per day.  This consisted 16 hours in meteorology; 5 hours in 

navigation; 6 hours of aircraft maintenance; 1 hour in parachute training; physical 

training amounted for 20 hours; and the final 12 hours consisted of the study of military 

customs, along with basic military inculcation, and drill.  Flight school also lasted for 20 

days and took up 1.5 hours per day.  There were 9 sections of training in flight school.  

These consisted of general familiarization with aircraft; taxiing and straight and level 

flying; “S” turns across road, power on and off; various landing approaches; spot 

landings from various approaches; review spins both solo and dual (lazy eights and 

pylon eights); navigation to an unfamiliar airport with landing there and return; review; 
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and final check ride.  Of course, not all students graduated from Plainview Pre-Glider 

School.  In some classes, such as 43-1, 35 students out of an initial class of 102 students 

failed due to flying deficiencies. 166 

Table 2.1. The 4th AAFGTD at Finney Field.  Many weeks removed.167 

CLASS NO TRAINING 

START 

DATE 

NO TRAINING 

END DATE 
FLYIN

G DEFICIEN
CY 

ACADEM
IC FAILU

RE 

PHYSICAL DEFECTS 

ACCIDEN
TS 

O
THER 

HO
LD O

VERS 

42-12 22 6-1-42 20 6-27-42 2      

42-13 14 6-8-42 13 7-4-42     1  

42-25 103 9-26-42 61 10-23-42 24    18  

43-8 52 1-18-43 40 2-13-43 11     1 

43-9 77 2-1-43 57 3-1-43 20      

  LIAISON  PILOT School Began At Finney Field  

43-L-1 60 2-18-43 41 3-31-43 18  1    

43-L-4 61 4-1-43 39 5-14-43 22      

  LIAISON  PILOT School Moved To Lamesa   

 

The total number of students who trained at Plainview Pre-Glider School at 

Finney Field included 1,169 pre-glider students with 876 completing pre-glider training.  
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A total of 241 students did not complete training due to flying deficiencies and 47 did 

not complete it for other reasons.  Although Plainview was listed as a 152-student 

capacity school, the number of students in a given month varied from a low of 95 in 

June 1942 to a high of 160 the next month with the average number of students training 

in any given month being 139.168  Liaison pilot training started at Plainview.  There were 

241 liaison students at Finney Field with 176 completing training.  A total of 62 students 

did not complete due to flying deficiencies and 3 did not complete for other reasons.  

There were a total of 1,410 students in both courses at Finney Field.169 

There were two fatalities in the Plainview Pre-Glider School.  The first one 

happened in Plainview during the early part of the program in July 1942 and occurred on 

the ground at night during off hours.  The second happed in late March 1943 when the 

program at Finney Field was almost complete.  It was a flying accident and happened 

during the daytime.  On Saturday evening, July 18, 1942, Pvt. Terrence B. McKernan, Jr. 

a train ran over and killed by a train in downtown Plainview.  The Plainview Sunday 

Herald reported that McKernan, age about 24, from Pawhuska, Okla., was “critically 

injured early last night when struck by a Santa Fe railway company switch engine near 

the Beech street crossing.”  Private McKernan arrived at Plainview Pre-Glider School just 

four weeks ago and was ready to graduate when the tragedy occurred.  He was a trainee 

with the Fourth Army Air Forces glider pilot detachment.170 
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“Private McKernan’s left arm was severed, one leg was broken, his chest was 

injured and he suffered from loss of blood.  Several transfusions were given within two 

hours after he reached the hospital by ambulance, and a number of the glider pilot’s 

buddies stood by during the night to give more blood if it was needed.”  Raymond 

Johnson of Plainview, the train’s engineer, was switching the train, and said that he did 

not see the soldier until after the train had struck him.  The train was traveling east to 

Floydada.  The conductor on the train, Mr. J. C. Burton, also said that he did not see the 

man until after the accident occurred.  The train struck the soldier at 7:18 p.m.  “Pvt. 

McKernan’s arm was found several feet from his body, which was lying about 100 feet 

from the street behind the surplus commodities warehouse building, and on the north 

side of the rails.  City police said last night that a call came from a café in the vicinity of 

where Pvt. McKernan was injured at 6:40 and police were informed that a disturbance 

in which a soldier was involved had occurred at the eating place.  Two police went to 

investigate but were unable to find the solider, although they searched the vicinity 

closely, they said.  The officers would not advance a theory on the case and the injured 

soldier had not been identified late last night who was involved in the disturbance.”171 

Then on Monday, July 20, the sad news was announced that Private Terrence B. 

McKernan, then known to be 19 years old, died around midnight at the hospital on 

Saturday, July 18, 1942, about five hours after he was struck by a train and critically 

injured.  The funeral services would be held at Pawhuska, probably on Wednesday.172  
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“His right arm was severed at the shoulder, his right leg was broken and his right lung 

crushed.  His parents, Mr. and Mrs. T. B. McKernan, Sr., of Pawhuska, and his wife 

arrived in Plainview a few hours after Private McKernan died.  The body was taken from 

here to Lubbock early yesterday and from there sent by rail to Pershing, nearest rail 

connection to Pawhuska.  One of Private McKernan’s classmates accompanied the 

body.” 

McKernan had been training at the Fourth Army Air Force glider pilot 

detachment in Plainview for four weeks.  He was a class B student and needed four 

more weeks before completing his course.  He came to Plainview from Victoria.  “Private 

McKernan was born at Castle, Okla., on Nov. 9, 1921.  He had been married a year and 

his wife was expecting a child in three weeks.  He enlisted in the Army January 7, 1942.  

His parents and wife are the only survivors.”  The Engineer of the train, Mr. Raymond 

Johnson, stated that “he did not see the soldier until after the train had passed over his 

body”, thus possibly implying that McKernan was lying on the tracks when the train 

struck him.  “Reese Masten of Plainview said he was helping unload hay from a truck 

into a boxcar on the siding when a soldier approached and talked to him and others.  He 

said that man in uniform walked away and he paid no attention where he went.  Masten 

said a few minutes later that he was at the Daffern scales when the train engineer 

rushed over and told him to call an ambulance and the officers.  Masten made the calls 

and later recognized the injured man as the one whom he had spoken to a short time 
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before.  Police investigated but would offer no theory as to the cause of the accident.  

Army officers are conducting an investigation.” 173 

The other fatality at Plainview Pre-Glider School was due to a flying accident.  

Henry O. McNerney died in a plane crash on March 27, 1943.  McNerney died on a 

Saturday afternoon after receiving fatal injuries in the crash of his Taylorcraft aircraft in 

which he was the passenger.  McNerney was giving a “check ride” to a new civilian 

instructor at Finney Field, Gordon Albert, when the crash occurred.  Albert was piloting 

the aircraft.  There were no other persons aboard the Taylorcraft.  The newspaper 

article covering the incident, said that this crash was “the first serious accident that had 

occurred at the Army school here since it was established in June 1942.  Lt. McNerney 

was a member of the first group of officers that staffed the school and had continued on 

duty here since.  Observers said the plane went into a dive from about 200 feet.  Both 

Lt. McNerney’s legs were broken, his spine and head injured and he suffered internal 

injuries.  Gordon was suffering with head injuries and broken bones.”  Although the 

injuries were serious, McNerney remained conscious almost until the time that he died 

at 4:10 p.m.  His body was taken to Lubbock before it was shipped to relatives at his 

home in California.174 

                                                           
173 PEH, “Pvt. McKernan’s Rites Wednesday Pawhuska, Okla.,” 1-2, July 20, 1942. 

174 PEH, “Lieut. McNerney Fatally Injured In Plane Crash,” 1, March 28, 1942. 
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FIGURE 3.3.  FIRST LT. HENRY O. MCNERNEY, THE SECOND AND LAST CASUALTY IN THE 4TH AAF GTD PLAINVIEW PRE-GLIDER 
SCHOOL AT FINNEY FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 1 OF 3, FILE 4. 

 

The U.S. Government required security guards at all airfields after the United 

States entered the war.  Embry-Riddle Flying Service was a flying school located at 

multiple airfields in south Florida during the war.  Embry-Riddle increased security 

measures at all of their airfields in Florida to help prevent sabotage.  The USAAF went 

even further and required Embry-Riddle to hire professional security guards to protect 

Carlstrom Air Field.  The USAAF referred to the current stock of guards as “cattlemen or 

grove owners” with very little real experience as security guards.  Embry-Riddle had 

dozens of security guards on duty around the clock.  They were armed with shotguns 

and .38 caliber revolvers.  Visitors had to surrender any cameras to the guards at the 

front gate.175  Clent Breedlove ensured that Breedlove Aerial Service also met the 

security requirements imposed by the Government.  There were six guards stationed at 

                                                           
175 Stephen G. Craft, Embry-Riddle at War – Aviation Training during World War II (Gainesville:  University 
Press of Florida), 157 
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Finney Field:  R. H. Giles; G. R. Ragle; H. L. Craig; O. S. Sloan; H. T. Roberts; and C. F. 

Davis.176  George Raymond Ragle was a guard at Finney Field from 1942-43 when he was 

34 years old.  It was a better opportunity for him and paid more than operating a service 

station.  Ragle was the guard at the front gate, which was located on the east side of the 

airfield, near the Amarillo highway.  His daughter, Yvonne, remembered that he had a 

badge on his shirt and wore a gun.177 

     

FIGURE 3.4.  SECURITY GUARDS AT PLAINVIEW PRE-GLIDER SCHOOL INCLUDED GEORGE RAYMOND RAGLE, PHOTO COURTESY 
YVONNE RAGLE SINCLAIR.  THREE OTHER GUARDS THERE WERE OSCAR S. SLOAN, R. H. GILES, AND HENRY FLOWERS.  LAST 
THREE PHOTOS COURTESY TTU SWC, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3. 

Finney Field was very well established with all of the necessary buildings and 

services needed to house, educate, feed, and train pre-glider pilots.  It had two runways, 

two hangars, at least five barracks, and a mess hall along with other buildings.  It ran 

parallel to U.S. Highway 87, now IH-27, six miles north of Plainview across from the 

Finney railroad switch. 

                                                           
176 LMA, “Breedlove’s Plainview Air Force Training Detachment,” 7, June 21, 1942. 

177 Yvonne Ragle Sinclair to John W. McCullough, January 26, 2013, personal possession of author. 
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FIGURES 3.5A AND 3.5B.  ONE OF TWO HANGARS AT FINNEY FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, 
BOX 2 OF 3.  SKETCH OF PLAINVIEW PRE-GLIDER SCHOOL AT FINNEY FIELD CREATED BY THE AUTHOR ON AUGUST 2, 2012 
WITH INPUT FROM TOM MOORE, LEIGHTON MAGGARD, MOSS FOSTER, AND DAVID BYE.  SKETCH COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR. 

  The mission of the 4th AAFGTD changed from training students of a primary 

‘dead stick’ glider school to training students in a liaison pilot school.  The USAAF 

announced this change on February 19, 1943 when it revealed that it now had too many 

preliminary glider pilots and that it would emphasize advanced glider training in the 

future.  For Finney Field, however, the training changed entirely to liaison pilot 

training.178  This new type of training began at Finney Field on February 18, 1943 and 

lasted through April with the school still being designated as the 4th AAFGTD.  Then, on 

April 14, 1943, the USAAF moved the 4th AAFGTD about 106 miles south down U.S. 

Highway 87 from Finney Field to Lamesa Field, which was located 4 miles north of 

Lamesa.  The next day, the USAAF renamed the 4th AAFGTD to the 3rd Army Air Forces 

                                                           
178 LMA, “Preliminary Glider Training Is Halted,” 1, February 20, 1943. 
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Liaison Training Detachment (AAFLTD).179  This move was not without conflict, however.  

Clent Breedlove paid $25,000 of his own money to move the CCC barracks from 

Floydada to Plainview.  This amount also included the installation of water and sewage 

systems for the barracks.  These barracks then became the new quarters of the pre-

glider students who moved from the Hilton Hotel in Plainview to Finney Field on 

December 15, 1942.  In addition, Breedlove paid at least $5,000 to have a hangar built at 

Finney Field among other improvements.180  Aulyne Breedlove said that both she and 

her husband were opposed to the move of the contract flying school from Plainview to 

Lamesa.  They were confused as to why the USAAF said that it should be moved:  “Well, 

it seemed rather criminal because there was also a base in Plainview, where much, 

much money had been spent; but, of course, it was our money and at the other place it 

was the Government money.”181 

In summary, Breedlove Aerial Service trained 1169 glider pilots at the Plainview 

Pre-Glider School with 876 students completing their training.  Several examples were 

given of the successful combat missions that the graduates of Plainview Pre-Glider 

School carried out.  After the school changed from pre-glider to liaison pilot training, 

Breedlove’s instructors trained an additional 241 liaison students with 176 successfully 

completing the course.  A total of 1410 students trained in both courses with 1056 

graduating.  The total number of U.S. glider pilots in World War II is estimated at 

                                                           
179 AFHRA PLAINVIEW-LAMESA, 90 

180 George H. Mahon Collection, Box 135, File 2, Letter from Robert H. Bean to Congressman George H. 
Mahon. 

181 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, 1957, SCTTU. 
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7275.182  Therefore, Breedlove’s Plainview Pre-Glider School graduated about 12 

percent of the total number of glider pilots in the war.  Some of the glider pilots who 

graduated from his program went on to participate in major glider operations like C. B. 

“Boots” King in Germany.  Only two fatalities occurred at Breedlove’s glider school:  the 

first in Plainview due to a train running over a pre-glider student; and the other from a 

flying accident at the airfield.  Finney Field had 23 buildings including barracks, mess 

hall, hospital, two hangars, and two runways.  There were eight major U.S. glider 

operations during the war:  Sicily; Burma; Normandy; Southern France; Holland; 

Bastogne; Germany; and Philippines.183  Glider operations, such as those in Normandy, 

on June 6, 1944, delivered men in the Glider Infantry Regiments (GIR) and their heavy 

equipment, which could not be dropped by parachute.  In one particular “glider train”, 

52 gliders towed by C-47 Dakotas, delivered men and equipment of the 101st Airborne 

Division into the landing zone (LZ) at Hiesville behind Utah Beach and just four miles 

east of St. Mere-Eglise.  The “glider train” delivered men, jeeps, anti-tank guns, a small 

bulldozer, and a complete airborne medical unit.  Unfortunately, one of the officers in 

the lead glider, Brigadier General Don Pratt, died upon impact of the glider.  He was the 

first general on either side to die in the D-Day operations in Normandy.  The 50 gliders 

delivering the men of the 82nd Airborne Division were not as successful with only about 

                                                           
182 Day, interview, July 21, 2017, personal possession of author. 

183 Ibid. 
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half of the gliders landing in the correct LZ.  The rest scattered wildly about and 

casualties were high; but the gliders delivered the vital equipment needed.184 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
184 Cornelius Ryan.  The Longest Day – June 6, 1944, 158-60. 
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Chapter 4.  The 309th College Training Detachment (Aircrew) 
 

The Texas Tech Pre-Flights Program 

 

On March 1, 1943, Clent Breedlove began a much larger training phase of his 

contract with the CAA, the 309th College Training Detachment (Aircrew) at Texas Tech.  

The USAAF began sending thousands of pre-flight students to colleges around the 

country so that civilian contractors, like Breedlove, and colleges like Texas Tech, could 

give them five months of classroom and flight training designed to prepare them to 

become officers and pilots in the Army Air Forces.  Those cadets who made it through 

the difficult training would then be advanced on to an Army Air Forces training facility 

for more advanced pilot training.  The flight training was given to the cadets under the 

supervision of the CAA War Training Service, the new official name for the CPT.185  Also 

in March, Breedlove purchased Dagley Flying Service from M. F. Dagley who took a 

commission in the U.S. Navy in April.  With thousands of pre-flight students coming into 

Lubbock, Breedlove would need the additional airfield at 34th Street and Quaker Ave to 

provide enough room to give flight instruction to all of these student pilots.186  Dagley 

received a commission in the U.S. Navy in April and by July was stationed at Corpus 

Christi Naval Air Station with the rank of Lieutenant (j.g.)187  Breedlove would definitely 

need the additional airfield on 34th Street to train the enormous influx of student pilots.  

                                                           
185 LMA, “Texas Tech Briefs,” 3, April 7, 1943. 

186 Hudspeth Directory Company, Lubbock City Directory (El Paso:  Hudspeth Directory Company, 1944), 
38. 

187 LMA, “News From The Boys Serving In The Armed Forces Of Uncle Sam,” 9, September 26, 1943. 
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About a month earlier, on February 6, Congressman George H. Mahon announced that a 

new military corps was to use Texas Tech’s facilities for wartime training.  The USAAF 

was soon to be sending a large group of pre-flight students to study at Texas Tech.  Mr. 

Mahon said that as one group of students finished its education at Tech it would move 

on to make way for another group in a “continuous educational operation.”  These 

students would also be quartered at Tech.188 

The first group of pre-flight students were from Sheppard Field, Texas.  Colonel 

Ford M. Monroe later took command of the pre-flights from Major Johnson and led 

several captains, lieutenants, and non-commissioned officers who handled roles from 

commandant of the aviation students, to medical officer, tactical officers, and liaison 

officer.   While these Army Air Force officers oversaw command, administration, and 

controlling the military pre-flight students on campus, civilian instructors were 

employed by Texas Tech to educate the students (on campus) in various subjects and 

were known as the ground instructors.189  The first pre-flight students arrived in 

Lubbock by train at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 27, 1943.  The students would 

attend classes and partake in military drill from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day, which 

included one hour set aside for physical training.  The students would take 69 hours in 

                                                           
188 LMA, “Army Engineers, Air Forces To Use Tech Facilities For Pre-Flight, Technical Study,” 1, February 7, 
1943. 

189 Eleanor Cotton, editor, La Ventana 1944 (Lubbock:  Texas Technological College, 1944) 
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English; 80 hours of mathematics, 60 hours each in physics and geography; and 120 

hours of laboratory work and be taught first aid.190 

One of the pre-flight students who arrived late in 1943 was Roger Fenlaw.  He 

graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in Dallas in January 1943 and then started 

college at Southern Methodist University that spring semester.  His older brother, 

Hilliard Fenlaw, was a fighter pilot in the Eagle Squadron in Great Britain.  He was killed 

in action in September 1941.  Fenlaw decided that he wanted to join the service and be 

a pilot like his older brother.  He was in the enlisted reserve in the USAAF while in 

college.  He left SMU on August 14, 1943 and was called up for duty.  He was 18 years 

old then.  He reported to Camp Mineral Wells in Texas for processing.  He was next sent 

to Amarillo AAF in September for basic training.  Then in October, he was shipped from 

Amarillo AAF to Lubbock: “We marched to the campus from the train in uniform,” he 

recalled about his arrival in Lubbock.  The men of the 309th CTD were housed in West 

Hall and Sneed Hall.191 

 Explaining what the college training detachment program was about, he said, 

“You had to have two years of college to get into the Army Air Corps.  Eighteen and 

nineteen-year olds didn’t have two years of college.  That’s the reason they had college 

training detachments.  That gave us two years of college in five months.  Whatever they 

wanted us to have.  They had the schools scattered around the country like Tech.  Of 

                                                           
190 LMA, “First Group Of Pre-Flight Students Arrives At Tech; Class Work Starts Monday,” sec. 1, February 
28, 1943. 

191 Roger Fenlaw to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Fenlaw), interview, August 14, 2011, 
personal possession of author. 
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course, in the college training detachment, you went to pre-flight.”  The need to 

educate hundreds of thousands of American soldiers and bring them up to acceptable 

standards of the U.S. Army existed nation-wide.  The Army found that it had to give 

literacy training to a very large number of its draftees just to bring them up to a fourth-

grade reading level.192 

The base history of the College Training Detachments described the scope and 

purpose with this excerpt from the base history:  “No particular phase of the training 

program has been over-emphasized, but all four phases - academic, military, physical 

and flying - have been considered and treated as of equal importance.  It is to be 

recognized that, basically, the College Training Detachment was activated for the 

primary purpose of establishing a standard educational level for varied backgrounds and 

bringing that level up to a point where future training could be rapid.  In most cases, 

trainees have been new in the Army.  They have been eager, willing and responsive to 

training.  Although they are considered the most physically fit of the youth of America, 

great effort has been put forth to increase their physical stamina.”193 

Further support for the need for well-educated pilots and officers in the military 

came from a booklet prepared by the English teachers of the 309th CTD.  The first 

example of the importance of English in the military came from a 1942 broadcast from 

Dr. John W. Studebaker, Federal Commissioner of Education, who stressed the vital 

                                                           
192 Bailey, Ronald H., The Home Front:  USA (New York:  Time-Life Books 1977), 45 

193 Air Force Historical Research Agency (hereinafter cited as AFHRA 309 CTD), 
DETACHMENT/0309/COLLEGE TRAINING (AIRCREW), February 19, 1943, IRIS Number 00151166, 7 
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need of teaching English to college men destined for the military.  He quoted Admiral 

William D. Leahy from 1939 who said, “I can assure you that…skill in the use of English is 

one of the most valuable of all the accomplishments that can be possessed by an officer 

of the Navy.”  The booklet went on to quote Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson and 

Navy Secretary Frank Knox who emphasized similar beliefs about the strong connection 

between the very good usage of English and the efficiency and leadership of a military 

man.  Regarding pilots, the booklet referred to New Zealand Royal Air Force pilot, Edgar 

James “Cobber” Kain, who spent two years training to be a pilot in Great Britain.  He 

studied fourteen courses including math, flight, history and English.194 

For the pre-flights, college-level training was required for the men who wanted 

to be officers and pilots in the USAAF and a two-year college course was designed for 

them and compressed into five months.  Because of the demands of being educated 

well enough to understand the intricacies of being a pilot, the Second World War put 

new requirements on U.S. military personnel to be educated to such a degree that they 

could qualify as a student pilot and hope to pass the college-level training.  Although not 

explicitly stated, the focus of the CPT on men in college – especially those in engineering 

programs – suggests that the CAA expected that these student pilots would have 

completed two years of college by the time they finished both primary and secondary 

courses in the CPT.  Fenlaw continued by saying that the instructors gave the soldiers a 

math test and then split them into three groups based upon the results of their exams.  

Those who scored the best were placed in “A” Company.  Those with the lowest scores 
                                                           
194 TTU President’s Collection, Box 13, File 15, A Syllabus for Pre-Flight English 
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were placed in “C” Company.  Mathematics was Fenlaw’s strong course.  Then the men 

were listed alphabetically within each company for rooming assignments.  There were 

four men to each dorm room, which was built originally to hold two students.  He 

remembered two of his roommates:  Laddie Fields from Oklahoma and Victor Groh from 

Denver.  Fred Arger was one of Fenlaw’s good buddies.  One of the things about the 

309th CTD that stood out in Fenlaw’s memory was that Texas Tech fed the cadets very 

good food: “After coming from Amarillo Air Base to Texas Tech, I almost thought I had 

died and gone to heaven, food-wise.  They had a per diem on each cadet.  They really 

fed us good.”195 

 When asked about his classroom instructors at Tech, he remembered Mr. J. B. 

White, his physics teacher: “The only one I remember was White.  I liked him.  The 

reason why I remember him is because he was my bootlegger.  He would go to Amarillo 

somewhere and I said, ‘Would you pick me up a bottle of whiskey?’  I was standing in 

formation one day and he comes by and slips this bottle in my overcoat pocket.  He was 

a good guy; but he was what – four years older than me, something like that?  Not many 

professors would bring you a bottle of whiskey,” Fenlaw chuckled.  “You did have to 

study.  It wasn’t a piece of cake.  I remember reading in Fortune magazine in the reading 

room downstairs in our dorm and it told me exactly what was going to happen to me.  

The article said that there was a glut of pilots and that the United States needed 

gunners.”  Even when the normal student classes would stop for the semester break, 

                                                           
195 Fenlaw, interview, August 14, 2011, personal possession of author. 
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the 309th CTD would continue taking classes and perform physical training.  They did not 

have to attend class on Christmas Day or on Saturday’s or Sunday’s. 

In the spring of 1944, he traveled to a local airport to learn to fly.  He had no 

flying experience prior to this.  This airport was Dagley Field at 34th Street and Quaker 

Ave.  He flew in Taylorcraft’s.  Not everyone could fly at once due to a limitation of 

planes and instructors.  He enjoyed going up in the plane and thought that it was fun:  

“The hardest part I remember was landing in a cross-wind.”  He never did solo in his 

Taylorcraft, however.  He explained that the military now had too many pilots and 

needed more gunners: “As government would have it, there was a log jam; and so to 

break the log jam they just washed our class out – made gunners out of us.  The class 

after us went right on through.”196  The 309th CTD held commencement exercises for his 

class in March 1944.  He headed for his next assignment where his training changed.  He 

chose gunnery school over armor or radio school because he was told that he would be 

sent overseas quicker if he were a gunner.  He went to Kingman, Arizona for gunnery 

school and arrived there on D-Day, June 6, 1944.  After finishing gunnery training and 

several more stops, he headed to Foggia, Italy to be a part of the 463rd Bomb Group, 

775th Squadron of the 15th Air Force.  He flew 31 missions as a gunner, mostly over 

Vienna and Linz, Austria.  In summing up his time in the Second World War, Fenlaw said, 

“I wouldn’t take anything for the experience but I wouldn’t want to do it again.”  He was 
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discharged on October 19, 1945.  He went home and enrolled at the University of Texas 

on November 1, 1945.197 

 Fran DeVoll was another student in the Texas Tech Pre-Flights program.  He 

graduated from Madelia High School in May 1941 and then attended Minnesota School 

of Business for a year.  In November 1942, he turned 18 years old.  He knew that he had 

to register for the draft so he did so at the Madelia post office.  At Fort Snelling in 

Minneapolis, he asked to be placed the air force and they agreed.  This was a processing 

center where he stayed about 3-4 days in July 1943.  He was inducted in the USAAF at 

Fort Snelling, as well.198  From Amarillo, he was sent to Lubbock to be a part of the 309th 

CTD at Texas Tech.  He was housed in the West Hall dormitory with James Fagan and 

Roger Fenlaw.  His good friend, Charles Shade, housed in nearby Sneed Hall.  “We were 

dispersed in the dormitory.  I think it was four people to a room with two double bunks 

and a desk in the middle of the room and that was about it; but it was decent living.  We 

had a dining hall in the basement, as I recall.  We had to eat everything on our plate and 

we had to be very quiet while we were eating.  There was not a lot of talking allowed.” 

“The days were very busy.  I think there was some kind of a bell system that got 

us up in the morning and then we get ready for breakfast and go down for breakfast and 

come back and there were classes all day long.  We would march to classes as a group.  I 

remember that was my first exposure to trigonometry.  English, geography, seems to 

                                                           
197 Fenlaw, interview, August 14, 2011, personal possession of author. 

198 Fran DeVoll to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as DeVoll), July 2, 2011, personal possession of 
author. 
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me there was some history – American history involved but I can’t tell you much about 

that.  We would come back to the barracks, to the dorm, for lunch and do the same all 

afternoon and then come back for dinner.  The rest of our time was spent studying 

because…we were given a lot of homework.”199  He recalled Ada Waghorne as one of his 

instructors.  She taught him English.  He took a photograph of her in her home:  “To me, 

she seemed like a good teacher and she was a pleasant person,” remarked DeVoll. 

      

FIGURES 4.1A AND 4.1B.  TEXAS TECH 309TH CTD PRE-FLIGHTS ENGLISH TEACHER ADA H. WAGHORNE AT HER HOME AT 1628 
AVE Y, LUBBOCK.  JAMES FAGAN, FRAN DEVOLL, AND CHARLES SHADE STUDYING IN DEVOLL’S AND FAGAN’S DORM ROOM IN 
WEST HALL.  THE SHADES ARE DRAWN TO COMPLY WITH BLACKOUT CONDITIONS.  BOTH PHOTOS COURTESY OF FRAN DEVOLL. 

DeVoll remembered several officers in the 309th CTD such as Captain Gauss and 

Lieutenants Davis, Leighton, and Budge.  Before serving as a USAAF officer in the 309th 

CTD, Don Budge was the athletic director for Embry-Riddle in Florida.  In 1937, Budge 

was ranked as the world’s number one amateur tennis player.  The following year, he 

became the first grand slam tennis champion in history.  Budge believed that playing 

tennis would help the pilots improve their flying skills because the sport quickened the 

reflexes and sharpened the student’s physical condition.  In January 1943, Don Budge 

                                                           
199 DeVoll, interview, July 2, 2011, personal possession of author. 
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joined the U.S. Army.200  Reflecting on his time at Tech and the Army personnel there, 

DeVoll said, “My recollection is that some of them lived in the dorms with us.  I never 

saw their quarters but I just believe that they did live there with us.  Well, I have one 

picture from Sgt. Olbon.  It just seems to me his office was just off the entryway.  He was 

the person who knew everything and who you could go to for an answer.  In mid-year, 

we completed one set of classes and then started another one.  I think it was in April 

(1944) when we got the word that the program was wiped out.  We still had a little bit 

of time to go to class, probably the rest of the normal year which would put it at first of 

June, or so.  We still did go on to class but it just wasn’t the same.”  The officers 

provided time to the soldiers to attend church services.  The service was on campus but 

DeVoll never attended.  He never attended any social dances or community events 

either.  “They would show us a movie in the dining room area at different times but I 

never went downtown to a movie.”  He was in the 93rd squadron of the 309th CTD.  He 

said that a sergeant or officer would come by during the day while the pre-flight 

students were in class to make sure that the soldiers made their beds correctly and that 

their rooms were neat.  “That’s where we first learned to make up our beds tight so that 

a quarter could bounce on it.” 201 
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FIGURES 4.2A, 4.2B, AND 4.2C.  FRAN DEVOLL WALKS ALONG A STREET IN DOWNTOWN LUBBOCK ON HIS DAY OFF FROM PRE-
FLIGHT STUDIES.  HAROLD SHANKS STANDS IN FRONT OF THE OUTSIDE STAIRCASE ON THE WEST SIDE OF DAGLEY FIELD.  LT. DON 
BUDGE STANDS IN FRONT OF WEST HALL ON THE TEXAS TECH CAMPUS.  THE 309TH CTD WAS A COMBINATION OF SOLDIERS 
FROM THE U.S. ARMY AIR FORCES, CIVILIAN INSTRUCTORS FROM THE CPT LIKE SHANKS, DIETERING, AND HUMPHRIES, AND 
SERGEANTS AND OFFICERS FROM THE USAAF LIKE BUDGE AND OLBON.  BEFORE SERVING AT TEXAS TECH’S 309TH CTD, BUDGE 
WAS AN INSTRUCTOR PILOT AT EMBRY-RIDDLE IN FLORIDA.  ALL THREE PHOTOS COURTESY OF FRAN DEVOLL. 

     

FIGURES 4.3A, 4.3B, AND 4.3C.  SERGEANT C. OLBON OF THE USAAF SITS AT HIS DESK IN WEST HALL.  MEN OF THE 309TH 
CTD PRACTICE A PARACHUTE DRILL AT THE WEST END OF THE ONE HANGAR AT DAGLEY FIELD.  HAROLD SHANKS AND A PIPER 
CUB L-4 NAMED “SUZIE” USED FOR TRAINING THE PRE-FLIGHT STUDENTS IN 10 HOURS OF FLIGHT TRAINING.  ALL PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF FRAN DEVOLL. 

 Harold Shanks was DeVoll’s flight instructor and he was a civilian.  He wore a CPT 

badge on his cap.  DeVoll trained in a Taylorcraft airplane at Dagley Field.  He had never 

flown in an airplane before.  Shanks always went up in the airplane with him; he never 

soloed.  “He told me about the characteristics of the airplane, the flying of it.  It seems 

to me that we did some small cross-country type flying, as well, that he explained.  My 

recollection was that we were going to get 10 hours of flight training.  This was all 

designed to lead up to soloing but we never got that far…because the program ‘wiped 
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out’”.  They had him try on the parachutes but neither he nor any of his fellow students 

ever jumped out of an airplane to practice using the chute.  They shipped him to Yuma, 

Arizona where he trained as a gunner and fired shotguns at clay pigeons from the back 

of a moving pickup.  He also practiced firing .30-caliber and .50-caliber machine guns.  

After a few stopovers at some other training sites, DeVoll shipped out to Pantanella Air 

Base in Italy.  He became a gunner on a B-24 Liberator bomber in the 464th Bomb Group, 

777th Squadron, in the 15th Air Force.202 

     

FIGURES 4.4A AND 4.4B.  THE FIRST PHOTO SHOWS A GROUP OF PRE-FLIGHT STUDENTS IN THE 309TH CTD RETURNING TO THEIR 
DORM FROM CLASSES HELD IN THE CHEMISTRY BUILDING ON THE TEXAS TECH CAMPUS.  A GROUP OF PRE-FLIGHT STUDENTS 
POSES IN FRONT OF AN ENTRANCE TO WEST HALL IN LATE 1943 OR EARLY 1944.  BOTH PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF FRAN 
DEVOLL. 

James Fagan was another Army student in the pre-flight program at Texas Tech.  

He was roommates in West Hall with Fran DeVoll.  Fagan was born in Tyler, Texas.  He 

went to Camp Mineral Wells for basic training before being shipped to Amarillo AAF for 

additional training and testing.  In Amarillo, Fagan took a battery of tests with many 

other students to see if he qualified to be a pilot.  Those who passed the battery of tests 

were sent by rail to Lubbock for the pre-flights program at Tech.  He arrived in 

November 1943 and was quartered in West Hall.  Fagan trained in a Taylorcraft L2-A 
                                                           
202 DeVoll, interview, July 2, 2011, personal possession of author. 
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with a 65-horsepower engine.  In a letter that he wrote to his mother in February 1944, 

Fagan drew a map of Dagley Field showing its layout of dirt runways, its one hangar, and 

a “T wind-cone”.203  Fagan’s usual instructor was Ralph Comstock who taught the 

students how to “pre-flight” a plane before takeoff.  By this, Fagan explained that he 

had to ensure that the aircraft was ready for flight by checking the oil, the gasoline, and 

the fasteners to make sure the panels were solid.  Then he had to pull the propeller 

around two or three revolutions to prime the cylinders.  Fagan said that he had 10 hours 

of total flying time at Dagley Field but, like Fenlaw and DeVoll, the instructors never 

allowed him to solo.  Fagan and his instructor would usually fly for about 30 minutes.  

Comstock taught him how to “left turn”, “right turn”, climb, and how to “stall out” and 

how to recover from a stall.  Fagan said that for those students who completed the pre-

flight program, they would continue to Officer Candidate School and then to a specialty 

school in the Army Air Force.  Since Fagan was in the same class as Fenlaw and DeVoll, in 

which all students were “washed out” due to the glut of pilots, he also went to gunnery 

school at Yuma, Arizona in early June 1944.204   

                                                           
203 James Fagan to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Fagan), interview, October 21, 2006, 
personal possession of author. 

204 Fagan, interview, October 21, 2006, personal possession of author. 
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FIGURES 4.5A, 4.5B, AND 4.5C.  EARL DIETERING AND JAMES FAGAN EXAMINE COPIES OF PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTS 
FROM SOUTHWEST COLLECTIONS AT TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY IN THE HOME OF DIETERING ON AUGUST 11, 2007.  EARL 
DIETERING SCOUTS OVER THE FORMER GROUNDS OF BREEDLOVE AIRPORT ON MAY 17, 2008.  ALL THREE PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF THE AUTHOR. 

 On the other side of the pre-flight’s classrooms were the instructors.  Jessie B. 

“J.B.” White was one of them.  He was born in 1920 in Hopkins County, Texas and 

moved to Lubbock with his family in 1929.  He graduated from Lubbock High School in 

May 1937 and entered Texas Tech in the fall of 1937 when he was just 16 years old.  He 

turned 17 on September 25 that fall semester.  He graduated with a bachelor’s degree 

in Civil Engineering from Texas Tech in 1941.  In early July 1942, he went to work for an 

engineering company in Louisiana: “I had an offer to go to work for Freeport Sulphur 

Company in Louisiana,” White said.  He was not quite 21 years old and so was not 

eligible for the draft, yet.  He went to work for them knowing that the job would not last 

long.  He earned about $250 per month working for the Freeport Sulphur Company.  He 

had worked there for about nine months when he received a phone call from one of his 

former engineering professors at Tech who wanted him to return to Lubbock and teach 

pre-flight students.  Mr. Murdough called him in February 1943.  He told White that he 

would be teaching “beginning physics” to pre-flight students at Tech.  White agreed to 
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take the job.  “I got a phone call from Mr. Murdough at Texas Tech and was looking for 

instructors and he wanted to know if I would come back.  He knew I was a Lubbockite 

and would probably return home and I did.  He was head of the Civil Engineering 

department.  The students were in the Army at the time and they varied in their 

educational background quite a bit.  Some were college students.  Some were high 

school students and some had never heard the word ‘physics’.  The country schools in 

those days didn’t teach much physics.”205  Some of the students were highly above the 

grade of other students.  Some had been through this [physics] and some of them had 

not, he recalled.  He taught two or three classes a week.  He had an office and spent 

much of his time grading papers.  He shared an office with John Bradford who was later 

the Dean of Engineering at Texas Tech.  White recalled the class being a full five months 

in length.  “It was a full day of work when you were grading papers and evaluating the 

students.  I didn’t have any past [teaching] experience and each day, day by day, I was 

advancing along with them and probably learning as much as they were.  It was mostly 

lecture in a classroom.  I don’t recall doing any experiments.  I remember the lab work.  

It was mostly just brushing up on facts and figures.  I taught another subject to some of 

the students in the next group.  I believe they had some with background that had a 

little more knowledge from the past and I think I taught a Civil Engineering course.”206  

The course was called ‘Strength of Materials’.  He taught it in the old Civil Engineering 

building.  He enjoyed teaching this course more than teaching physics since he knew the 

                                                           
205 J. B. White to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as White), interview, July 25, 2009, personal 
possession of author. 

206 White, interview, July 25, 2009, personal possession of author. 
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subject better.  He said that many other pre-flight classes were taught in the Chemistry 

building.  Reflecting back on his pre-flight students, White said, “I’ve had some call me; 

but, you know, after many years I didn’t recall their participation in class or anything 

about them.  I got along with students fine because I had recently been one,” White 

laughed.  He was just 22 years old when he began teaching the pre-flight students in 

March 1943.  After completing his instruction of pre-flight students, he served in the 

U.S. Navy as an officer.  He left the military in March 1946 after serving as an ensign on a 

variety of ships in the Pacific.207 

                               

FIGURES 4.6A AND 4.6B.  J. B. WHITE TAUGHT TWO PRE-FLIGHT CLASSES, THE FIRST IN PHYSICS AND THE SECOND IN STRENGTH 
OF MATERIALS.  EUFA B. WOODWARD WAS THE WIDOW OF HORACE WOODWARD, PRE-FLIGHT MATH INSTRUCTOR.  BOTH 
WHITE AND WOODWARD IDENTIFIED SEVERAL OF THE PRE-FLIGHT CLASSROOM INSTRUCTORS IN A COPY OF A PHOTOGRAPH 
FROM SOUTHWEST COLLECTIONS.  BOTH PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR. 

 Another classroom instructor of the Texas Tech Pre-Flight students was Horace 

Woodward.  Woodward was a mathematics instructor at Texas Tech.  He obtained his 

                                                           
207 White, interview, July 25, 2009, personal possession of author. 
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bachelor’s degree and master’s degree in math from Tech.  He also met his future wife, 

Eufa B. Tidwell, while they were both undergraduates at Tech in 1934.  Eufa Woodward 

remembered how her husband became a classroom instructor for the Texas Tech Pre-

Flights in 1943.    She said that her husband’s older brother was killed in combat early in 

the war and that that prevented Horace from serving in the military.  “The reason he 

was in the Aircrew School (309th CTD), he was offered a second lieutenant in the (Army) 

Air Force but the draft board wouldn’t take him because his brother had just been killed.  

He was his only brother, so his draft board changed him (Horace Woodward) to 

classification 4-F.  He was so disappointed.  So, they shifted him over from regular 

teaching to the Aircrew School,” Eufa Woodward explained.  She recalled her husband 

discussing with her his teaching the pre-flight students at Tech.  He had many good 

things to say about them.  “The kids that he taught were so much more intent on 

learning than the regular students.  They were really good students.  They really worked 

hard.  They really applied themselves.  He really enjoyed teaching them because they 

worked so hard.”208 

Fran DeVoll’s favorite pre-flight classroom instructor was Ada H. Waghorne.  

Mrs. Waghorne was 53 years old and had a B.A. degree from Texas Tech in 1930.  She 

had two years of high-school teaching experience and two years of business experience.   

Mrs. Waghorne was paid $200 monthly for her services as a mathematics instructor to 

                                                           
208 Eufa B. Woodward to John W. McCullough, interview, September 12, 2009, personal possession of 
author. 
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the pre-flight students.  She started work on September 1, 1943.209  Another person 

hired as a pre-flight instructor was Mr. Carl Sutton who became an English teacher at 

$225 per month.  Mr. Sutton had both a B.A. (1938) and M.A. (1940) from Texas 

Christian University.  Mr. Sutton taught high school for five years and had five years of 

business experience.  He began work on July 1, 1943.210  The classroom instructors at 

Texas Tech taught the pre-flight students college-level courses and aviation rules.  Texas 

Tech hired 41 additional instructors handle the workload.  Two instructors were hired to 

give the soldiers preliminary flight training in Civil Aeronautics and physical education.211  

By April 28, 1943, the classroom instructors on campus totaled 85.  These instructors 

were broken down into two groups:  full-time regular Tech faculty who taught some 

pre-flight classes – in addition to their regular classes – and new teachers who were 

employed by Tech solely to teach pre-flight students.212 

Acie Earl Dietering was one of the instructor pilots in the 309th CTD.  Dietering 

remembered that after December 7, 1941, the military began publicizing that it needed 

pilots with experience for the war effort.  Dietering went to apply as a pilot and was 

accepted; but Dietering was 26 in age and was told he was too old to be a regular active-

duty pilot; however, the military was willing to take him as an instructor pilot.213  So in 

                                                           
209 TTU President’s Collection:  Pre-Flights, SCTTU. 

210 Ibid. 

211 LMA, “Tech Adds Many New Instructors,” 1, March 26, 1943. 

212 TTU President’s Collection:  Pre-Flights, SCTTU. 

213 Acie Earl Dietering to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Dietering), interview, October 28, 
2006, personal possession of author. 
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July of 1942, Dietering started in the CPT to improve his skills and someday instruct 

other students.  He actually was inducted into the Army Air Forces at the same time but 

he and his group were immediately placed on “detached service” to avoid being drafted 

away from the CPT.214 

  

 

FIGURE 4.7.  TEXAS TECH 309TH COLLEGE TRAINING DETACHMENT PRE-FLIGHT CLASSROOM INSTRUCTORS.  PHOTO COURTESY 
OF SCTTU.  RESEARCH FOR THIS MASTER’S THESIS REVEALED THE NAMES OF MANY OF THE INSTRUCTORS.  JAMES H. CROSS, 
PHYSICS INSTRUCTOR; JOHN BRADFORD, WHO WAS LATER THE DEAN OF ENGINEERING AT TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY, RETIRING IN 
1984; E. C. WESTERMAN, PHYSICS INSTRUCTOR; ROBERT "BOB" PARKER, MATH INSTRUCTOR; HORACE E. WOODWARD WAS A 
MATH TEACHER AT LUBBOCK HIGH SCHOOL ACCORDING TO THE LUBBOCK HIGH SCHOOL 1940 ANNUAL AND HE LATER BECAME 
HEAD OF THE TEXAS TECH MATH DEPARTMENT; JAMES W. DAY WAS A PHYSICS PROFESSOR AT TEXAS TECH FROM 1944 UNTIL 
HIS DEATH IN 1971.  ADA H. WAGHORNE, LIDA B. MAY, OPAL LAWLEY, IRENE BUSSEY AND HER SISTER LAURENE BUSSEY ALL 
TAUGHT MATH TO THE PRE-FLIGHT STUDENTS.  IRENE BUSSEY WAS A MATH TEACHER AT LUBBOCK HIGH SCHOOL. 

                                                           
214 Dietering, interview, October 28, 2006, personal possession of author. 
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Although Dietering was in Clent Breedlove’s CPT, Breedlove never actually 

instructed him in piloting an aircraft.  He said that he never saw Breedlove fly any plane.  

Dietering went through all three phases of CPT training earning his instructor’s rating in 

1943.  After completing the CPT, he went to Lamesa in the spring of 1943 to instruct 

liaison pilot’s in Breedlove’s Advanced Liaison School.  He did not return to Lubbock 

until July 1943.  When he did, he spent the rest of 1943 and into 1944 as an instructor 

pilot at Breedlove Airport.  Shelby Brailey was the one classroom instructor at the 

airport.  He was also a flight instructor but spent most of his time in the classroom.  

Harold Humphries was the chief instructor pilot and Charles Akey was in charge of 

Dagley Field on west 34th Street.  They flew Taylorcraft planes during pre-flight training.  

“For the most part, these fellows that were in the pre-flight training, many of them were 

from poor backgrounds as far as education was concerned.  Each class spent about 3 

months in classroom training at Tech before they ever did anything else.  Then they 

pulled them out and they started flying.  We just gave them primary type training.  We 

went through maneuvers.  Taught them how to fly straight and level.  We’d practice 

landings with them but we never did let them have the plane by themselves.”215  “We 

had a lot of fellows that had come back from overseas.  I had fellows that probably had 

more flying time than I had.  They had just been crew members on bombers.  I 

remember I had a couple of fellow from Bougainville area that had lots of flying 

experience on bombers.  They had been gunners, radio operators, or crew members on 

bombers.  They had applied for pilot training and had been accepted and sent back to 
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the States to take it.”  We were given five at-a-time and we were supposed to give them 

10 hours’ total flying time within a period of 30 days along with classroom instruction at 

the airport, said Dietering.  “They would bring them out a busload at-a-time.  There 

would be about 25 or 30 in a busload.  There would be one student for each pilot, for 

each instructor.  In the first place, they would go to this classroom and they would stay 

there for an hour and we would be flying the ones that had been out just before that 

[meaning the last group of students who spent an hour in the classroom].  When we 

brought them back in, we would take the ones that had been in classroom training for 

an hour of flight training; and in the meantime, the boss would have brought out 

another bunch they would be going all day long.”216  They might train the pre-flight 

students five days a week, but that depended on the weather, explained Dietering.  “We 

couldn’t fly if the wind got above a certain level or if the dust blew or if clouds were too 

low and there were times we would fly maybe 10 hours a day and other times we 

wouldn’t fly at all or maybe we would fly 5 hours.”217  When the pre-flights program 

ended, the Army Air Force sent pilots to Lubbock from Carswell AAF in Fort Worth to 

give all the 309th CTD instructors a check-ride to determine where to send them next.  

They rated the instructor pilots in a Vultee BT-13 Valiant.  In May 1944, Dietering left 

Breedlove Aerial Service and went to work immediately for American Airlines.  The Air 

Transport Command (ATC) in charge of all the commercial airlines, but that stopped 
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toward the last of 1944 since the war was ending.  The USAAF discharged him from his 

reserve status when he left American Airlines after six months.218 

Harold Humphries also instructed student pilots in the 309th CTD.  After 

instructing student pilots in the CPT, Clent Breedlove promoted him to the position of 

chief instructor pilot for Breedlove Aerial Service.  He served in that capacity from April 

13, 1943 to March 31, 1944, which covered most of the training of the pre-flight 

students.  One of Humphries’ duties was to check the qualifications of the other 

instructors by giving them “check rides” to confirm that they were competent in their 

training and that they were following the guidelines and curriculum that they received 

from the Army Air Forces.  Occasionally, he would ride with one of the students to see 

where his progress was.  He said that the pre-flights students were trained both in 

Taylorcraft L-2’s and Piper Cub L-4’s.  He said that a student had to have 10 hours of 

flying time in dual instruction with an instructor in the airplane with them before they 

could solo.  “After we gave them their training, if they passed what we gave them, then 

it qualified them to apply for [Army] Air Force training.” 219  Humphries emphasized the 

importance of the maintenance of the aircraft at Breedlove Airport in the success of the 

program:  “The maintenance was the big thing.  You really had to have good mechanics 

to keep those engines running.  You had to hire men that had A&E licenses.  It’s Aircraft 

and Engine – that’s what A&E stands for – to where they could service both aircraft and 

engine.”  Humphries did not recall how many mechanics worked at Breedlove Airport 
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but said that it was “quite a few” and that it was an adequate number to take care of 

the planes.  He remembered that the mechanics “really worked hard” and added, “I 

don’t know what they made but they earned their money.” 

 Jarvis Nowell was one of the hardworking mechanics at Breedlove Airport.  He 

was working in the automobile business when he pondered whether he should move 

into the aircraft business as a mechanic.  He interviewed with John Crow in early 1942.  

Crow was Clent Breedlove’s chief mechanic at the time.  Nowell’s wife, Marjorie, told 

him that he should take the job working for Breedlove Aerial Service.220  Nowell said 

that the USAAF rather forcefully took possession of the aircraft of fixed base operators 

like Breedlove.  Breedlove had the Taylorcraft distributorship for the southwestern part 

of the U.S.  Taylorcraft was making a small, tandem seat trainer airplane called the L-2.  

“The government bought all of the civilian type airplanes and allotted them to operators 

of training schools all over the United States.  We had four WACO UPF-7 acrobatic 

trainers, one Fairchild 24W-165, and Fairchild 45.  We also had some Taylorcraft side-by-

side trainers.  The government agents checked all of our planes for time and condition, 

and what they offered [in money] is what you got for them,” explained Nowell.  “The 

government first allotted us 45 Piper J3 Cub airplanes, which had been confiscated from 

civilians during that buying spree.  Some of them did not have brakes or steerable tail 

wheels, and were never equipped with them.  Some of the engines had only one 

Magneto, and they had to be brought up to dual ignition, which was a drastic change.  

                                                           
220 Jarvis Nowell, Airplanes – The Door Opener (hereinafter cited as Airplanes) (Lubbock:  Jarvis Nowell 
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The average airplane owner did not keep his airplane up to government standards.  

After being at the Breedlove’s a few months, I got to be Foreman on the night shift.  I 

worked from 5:00 p.m. till 2:00 a.m., which gave me time to sleep in the morning.” 221 

    

FIGURES 4.8A AND 4.8B.  BREEDLOVE AIRPORT NIGHT CREW.  ACCORDING TO EARL DIETERING, THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN IN 
APRIL 1943.  IT SHOWS THE NIGHT CREW WHO WORKED ON THE AIRCRAFT AND THEIR ENGINES WELL INTO THE EARLY MORNING 
HOURS TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY WERE READY FOR FLIGHT THE NEXT DAY.  ALTHOUGH THE PERSONS IN THIS PHOTO FROM 
SCTTU WERE UNIDENTIFIED, DIETERING’S COPY OF IT HAD ALL PERSON’S NAMES LISTED ON THE BACK.  TOP ROW LEFT TO RIGHT:  
TOMMIE EDITH WYNN; EARL ADKINS; WILLIAMS (NO FIRST NAME); ARCHIE JACKSON; HENRY DIEBEL; JOE COURILLION; BUDDY 
JAMES.  BOTTOM ROW LEFT TO RIGHT:  EARL DIETERING (WITH UPTURNED CAP AND SUNGLASSES); ALVIN BRADFORD; JARVIS 
NOWELL; BILL MARTIN; ERNEST CLARK; HOLLY SEAB LEE.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3.  
JARVIS NOWELL, CHIEF MECHANIC FOR BREEDLOVE AERIAL SERVICE.  PHOTO COURTESY OF IVA DELL NOWELL. 

For all of the thousands of cadet pilots educated in the 309th CTD at Texas Tech, 

there were only two fatalities during flight training. 222  On August 3, 1943, L. W. 

“Cotton” Dobbs, 36 years old and of nearby Littlefield, died in a crash at Dagley Field 

along with his student pilot.  The crash occurred between 2:30 and 3:00 p.m.  “The crash 

occurred on a routine five-hour check flight given pre-flight students by the Breedlove 
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service under contract with the government.  Each pre-flight student is given 

preliminary dual-instruction flight instruction here preparatory to regular Army aviation 

cadet flight training.”223 

Harold Humphries added more to the narrative of this crash.  As chief instructor 

pilot of Breedlove Aerial Service, he was asked to probe the crash at Dagley Field 

southwest of Lubbock.  “My investigation into the crash was ‘time of day’ and 

temperature.  The investigators criticized us for flying in the hottest time of the day.  

The crash occurred about 2 p.m. and after checking with Pioneer Natural Gas Company’s 

records, we found the hottest time of day was around 5 p.m.”224  This was the first fatal 

crash in more than 200,000 hours of flying by Breedlove Aerial Service; but the first fatal 

crash actually was near Finney Field north of Plainview on March 27, 1943 when Lt. 

McNerney died during a flying mishap.225  Three days later, another news story 

appeared which revealed more details about the crash.  Lund C. Stucki, aged 23 and 

from Rexburg, Idaho, was the pre-flight cadet killed in the crash along with Dobbs.  

Cadet Edwin Capps of Stucki’s squadron accompanied the body to Idaho on August 6.226 

                                                           
223 LMA, “Two Killed In Crash Tuesday,” 1, August 4, 1943. 

224 Humprhies, interview, August 21, 2015, personal possession of the author. 

225 LMA, “Two Killed In Crash Tuesday,” 1, August 4, 1943; PEH, “Lieut. McNerney Fatally Injured In Plane 
Crash,” 1, March 28, 1942. 

226 LMA, “Identity Of Crash Victim Announced,” 7, August 6, 1943. 
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FIGURES 4.9A AND 4.9B.  PHOTOGRAPH OF LUND C. STUCKI AND L. W. “COTTON” DOBBS AIRPLANE CRASH ON AUGUST 3, 
1943 NEAR DAGLEY FIELD SOUTHWEST OF LUBBOCK.  BOTH STUCKI AND DOBBS DIED IN THE CRASH, WHICH OCCURRED 
SHORTLY AFTER TAKEOFF.  PHOTO OF THE COCKPIT OF THE TAYLORCRAFT SIDE-BY-SIDE AIRPLANE.  BOTH PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
HAROLD HUMPHRIES.  HUMPHRIES WAS THE CHIEF PILOT INSTRUCTOR OF BREEDLOVE AERIAL SERVICE AT THE TIME. 

The success of the 309th College Training Detachment (Aircrew) at Texas Tech 

can be measured in many ways but the most significant is the number of students who 

went through the course.  The name of this aircrew unit changed from 309th CTD to 

3086th AAF Base unit (College training, Air Crew) on June 1, 1944.  According the Major 

Huttig, the final commanding officer of the 309th CTD, about 6000 students went 

through the program at Texas Tech.  “This unit is one of the two largest in the Western 

Flying Training command, and one of the three largest units in the United States, 

according to Maj. John Huttig, commanding officer.  While some military personnel 

came to Tech in February 1943, classes did not begin until March 1, 1943.  Purpose of 

the creation of the unit was to give the men the high spots of a two-year college 

education in only five months.  In peace time, it was required of every man entering the 
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Air Forces to have at least two years of college education, and this program fulfilled that 

requirement for new men.”227 

 Major Huttig continued by stating that the approximately 6000 students who 

entered the 309th CTD studied courses including geography, history, math, English, and 

physics over a five-month period.  They also took a class in flight indoctrination, which 

lasted four weeks.  The students’ activities were broken into four categories:  academic, 

military, physical training and flying.  The average age for a man enrolled in the 309th 

CTD Air Crew program was from 18 to 23 years of age with 27 being the maximum age.  

Many of the men in program had already seen combat.  The students of this program at 

Tech trained to be pilots, bombardiers or navigators.   The 309th CTD had four 

commanders during the eighteen months it existed:  Major Ralph K. Johnson; Lt. Col. 

Ford M. Monroe; acting commander Major Henry R. Gaus; and Major Huttig who took 

final command of the aircrew unit in March 1944.  The Air Crew unit always had a 

permanent staff of 32 officers.  The 309th CTD Air Crew was under the jurisdiction of the 

Western Flying Training command, headquartered in Santa Ana, Calif. 228 

A final account about the success of pilots who served in Breedlove’s 309th CTD 

comes from the closing days of the Second World War.  Harold Humphries was among a 

select group of pilots and one of three fliers from Lubbock who piloted Douglas C-54 

Skymaster’s into Japan.  “A former instructor in the War Training service here, F/O 

Humphries has been in the Air Transport command since last Christmas.  He has been 
                                                           
227 LMA, “Air Crew Training To End June 30; Tech Given Certificate Of Service,” 24, June 25, 1944. 

228 Ibid. 
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overseas since June.  He left Guam for Okinawa on June 14, his latest letter to Mrs. 

Humphries said.”  Humphries and the two other pilots from Lubbock “will be piloting C-

54 transport planes carrying paratroopers into Japan Monday or Tuesday.  They will be 

among sixteen Texans piloting planes in with troops.”229  Humphries flew six times to 

Atsugi Airdrome near Tokyo in a Douglas C-54 Skymaster.  The flights lasted about 6 

hours one way.  According to his pilot’s logbook, the flights occurred on September 1-3 

followed by 3 more flights on September 6, 10 and 17.  He transported a variety of items 

including communication equipment, jeeps, and various military apparatus.230 

          
FIGURES 4.10A, 4.10B, AND 4.10C.  HAROLD HUMPHRIES, CHIEF INSTRUCTOR PILOT FOR BREEDLOVE AERIAL SERVICE FROM 
1943-44.  HE IS SHOWN SPORTING HIS “S-WINGS” WORN BY SERVICE PILOTS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE 
COLLECTION, BOX 2 OF 3.  HAROLD HUMPHRIES APPEARED IN THE LMA ON AUGUST 26, 1945.  HE WAS AMONG A SELECT 
GROUP OF PILOTS WHO FLEW JEEPS AND EQUIPMENT INTO JAPAN FOLLOWING ITS SURRENDER ON AUGUST 15, 1945.  DIGITAL 
IMAGE FROM LUBBOCK MORNING AVALANCHE AUGUST 26, 1945.  HAROLD HUMPHRIES RECEIVED A REPLICA HISTORICAL 

                                                           
229 LMA, “Three Lubbock Men To Fly U.S. Airborne Troops Into Japan,” 5, August 26, 1945. 

230 Harold Humphries to John W. McCullough, interview, May 11, 2017, personal possession of author. 
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MARKER OF BREEDLOVE AIRPORT FROM THE AUTHOR FOR HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY IN DECEMBER 2013 AT HIS HOME IN LUBBOCK, 
TEXAS.  HUMPHRIES NOW RESIDES IN DALLAS. 

 

   
FIGURES 4.11A AND 4.11B.  MAP OF LUBBOCK, TEXAS SHOWING LOCATIONS OF BREEDLOVE AIRPORT ON EAST 50TH STREET 
AND MLK BLVD AND DAGLEY FIELD AT 34TH STREET AND QUAKER AVE.  THE LOCATIONS OF BOTH AIRFIELDS WERE IDENTIFIED 
AND DRAWN IN PLACE BY EARL DIETERING, ONE OF BREEDLOVE’S INSTRUCTOR PILOTS.  MAP COURTESY OF AUTHOR.  FAIRCHILD 
24A FLOWN BY EARL DIETERING FROM 1944-46 IN FRONT OF THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT BREEDLOVE AIRPORT.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF EARL DIETERING. 
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Chapter 5.  A Second Army Contract 
 

Lamesa Advanced Liaison School 

 

After considerable changes occurred during the interwar period about the role of 

liaison aircraft, the USAAF decided in October 1938 upon two types of aircraft to 

perform observations:  army reconnaissance type utilizing high-speed, twin-engine, 

attack bombers; and liaison airplanes designed for command use, liaison courier, and 

artillery fire-support operations.  Short-range Liaison aircraft were to have the following 

military characteristics: “a single-engine, high-wing, two-place, unarmed airplane with a 

speed range of 40 to 125 m.p.h. capable of clearing 50 feet in a 500-foot run.”231  While 

the U.S. Army had written few articles on the use of airplanes to direct artillery fire, the 

French military wrote and aviation periodicals published considerable content about the 

use of airplanes to direct artillery fire.  The French military set the precedent of using 

aircraft to direct artillery fire during World War I in the battles of the Somme and 

Verdun.232  After the fall of France, however, the Air Corps Technical Committee decided 

that two types of aircraft would now perform observation:  one, “the unarmed, short-

range liaison airplane; and two, the twin-engine, long-range, fully armed airplane for 

strategic and tactical reconnaissance”, with characteristics comparable to those of a 

                                                           
231 Air Force Historical Research Agency (hereinafter cited as AFHRA LIAISON AIRCRAFT), Army Air Forces 
Historical Studies:  No. 44 – Evolution of the Liaison-Type Airplane 1917-1944.  April 1946, IRIS Number 
0467635, 66-67, 78 

232 Ibid., 68 
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light bomber type.233  At a liaison aircraft conference held in Washington, D.C. in 

January 1942, the U.S. Army reckoned a total of 4000 liaison aircraft needed for the war.  

The USAAF later increased this by 2960 light aircraft totaling 6960 to be used by the field 

artillery, infantry, and cavalry and coast artillery.234 

The liaison program began soon after the United States entered the Second 

World War and the CAA / CPTP was called upon, once again, to provide the instructors, 

training, and sites needed to produce pilots for the military.  On December 22, 1941, 

shortly after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, a memorandum was issued 

confirming a telephone call between Mr. John P. Morris, Director of the Civilian Pilot 

Training Program, and Major Rex Chandler of the CAA.  In it, the CAA stated that it 

would select and arrange eight personnel to begin training Field Artillery pilot-

mechanics at Fort Sill, Oklahoma in February 1942.  For many months before this 

training directive, the light plane manufacturers tried to convince the military that their 

small, light liaison aircraft, sometimes called “puddle jumpers” or “grasshoppers”, could 

fulfill an important need in the military’s plans to prosecute the war but ran into 

opposition from those who could not see their value.235 

“Time after time and at their own expense the manufacturers sent planes and 

pilots to Army maneuvers to demonstrate the utility of small aircraft.  It was proved that 

they did not need runways, they could operate from a rough dirt road; they could direct 

                                                           
233 AFHRA LIAISON AIRCRAFT, 88. 

234 Ibid., 100-101. 

235 Patricia Strickland, PPAF, 25. 
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armored columns and adjust tank fire; they could carry messages; ferry personnel; they 

could be used for scouting and patrol.”  The grasshoppers were highly versatile aircraft.  

They could be parked under trees for camouflage and could take off and land from 

“postage stamp” fields, highways, or pastures.  They did not require expensive high-

grade gasoline and could be repaired at considerably less cost than heavier observation 

planes.  The grasshoppers were easy to repair and the pilots were trained to maintain 

them in the field.236 

The original site where Lamesa Field opened on April 15, 1943 was formerly used 

as a basic glider school.  John H. Wilson of Illinois operated a glider school there from 

June 1, 1942 until February 1943.237  Sailplanes were used to train student glider pilots 

in the secondary level of glider pilot training.238  By early 1943, articles began appearing 

in the Dawson County Courier newspaper in Lamesa stating that the glider school, 

located seven miles north of town, was closing and a liaison school was taking its place.  

By February, the Courier announced the unconfirmed news that the Lamesa Glider 

School had been closed.239  By April 1, the Courier reported that there was still no 

definite news about former Lamesa glider school but said that reliable sources had 

stated that Clent Breedlove’s representative in Washington, D.C. was possibly going to 

sign a contract to bring liaison training to the site.  Clent Breedlove indicated that if he 
                                                           
236 Patricia Strickland, PPAF, 26 

237 Dawson County Courier (hereinafter cited as DCC), “First Students Due At Glider School June 1st,” 1, 
May 21, 1942. 

238 Emil Douglas Flynn to John W. McCullough, interview, October 12, 2013, personal possession of 
author. 

239 DCC, “Glider School Reported Closed,” 1, February 18, 1943. 
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did begin operations at Lamesa Field, he would move his pre-glider school south from 

Plainview to Lamesa and open a “Liaison School for the training of communication 

pilots.”240  Robert H. Bean stated that an Advanced Liaison Training School would start 

at Lamesa Field on April 16 when Clent Breedlove would move his Plainview Pre-Glider 

School to Lamesa Field.  Robert Bean was the general manager and flight director for 

Clent Breedlove Aerial Service at Plainview.241 

An estimated 150 civilians would be employed at the liaison school as well as 

army personnel totaling about 31.  Captain William D. Dixon was slated as the 

commanding officer and from eight to ten other officers would be stationed there under 

him and more than twenty enlisted men would be permanently located there.  More 

than 100 light planes would be used at the liaison pilot school to train the students.  

“The students will be made up entirely of army men and will be divided into three 

classes of sixty men each, making a total of 180 students receiving training at the same 

time.  A class will be graduated every six weeks, all students receiving instruction in road 

landing, navigation, signaling, etc.”242  The same day that the USAAF moved the 4th 

AAFGTD from Plainview south down U.S. Highway 87 to Lamesa the school was 

renamed the 3rd AAFLTD.  Its mission was to train liaison pilots for use both in rear 

echelon areas as well as in combat zones.243 

                                                           
240 DCC, “No Information Available On Lamesa Field,” 1, April 1, 1943. 

241 DCC, “Clint Breedlove To Take Over Lamesa Field; Will Operate Advanced Liaison Air School,” 1, April 8, 
1943. 

242 Ibid. 

243 AFHRA PLAINVIEW-LAMESA, 90 
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The ground phase of flight training included code blinker – 30 hours; radio 

procedure and operation – 3 hours; aircraft maintenance – 30 hours; navigation – 9 

hours; weather – 6 hours; maps – 12 hours; weapons – 6 hours; organization of the 

army – 3 hours; chemical warfare – 6 hours; camouflage – 3 hours.  A total of 108 hours 

spent in the ground phase.  For physical training, students spent one hour per day 

exercising, six days per week.  This lasted for 6 weeks for a total of 36 hours.  Medical 

aid and field sanitation added 12 hours of training for a grand total of 185 hours for all 

types of non-flight training.244  “This course is not intended to be a conventional flying 

course and the student must learn to fly under hazardous conditions, in all kinds of 

contact weather.  He must become expert in dodging simulated obstructions on take-

offs and landings.  Most important of all, he must know the limitations of the liaison 

aircraft he is flying and be able to judge the fine line of demarcation between getting 

out of a tight field or doing damage to the aircraft and possible injury to himself.”245  

Advanced Liaison Pilot Training was composed of familiarization and review of light 

airplane flying; use of pilot check list; starting and stopping engine; take-offs; climbs, 

climbing turns, glides, gliding turns; S-turns across road; forced landings; series of eights 

at 500 feet; and cross wind landings.  Students who had the equivalent of a CAA private 

pilot’s license were allowed to solo whenever the instructor felt that they were ready to 

do so.246 

                                                           
244 AFHRA PLAINVIEW-LAMESA, 105 

245 Ibid., 115 

246 Ibid., 117 
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 More information about the type of training the men received at Lamesa Liaison 

Pilot School was given in a Courier article: “Students taking liaison training, have had 60 

hours of previous flying, before they arrive, and receive an additional 40 hours during 

their stay at the school.  They are taught spends, lazy eights, spot landings, cross wind 

landings, landings on barriers, wheel landings, road landings, cross wind take offs, 

broken field landings, stall landings, in fact when they finish at Lamesa Field they can 

make a plane do nearly anything they want it to.  Three classes are in training at all 

times.”  The article went on to say that there were about 155 civilian employees at the 

school of which 36 were flight instructors, 6 flight commanders, 49 mechanics and 

helpers, and 13 mess hall employees.  Other civilian employees included six bus and 

truck drivers; two paratroop riggers; two dispatchers and two switchboard operators 

and four ground school instructors.  There were five employees in the office during the 

daytime and four working in the office at night.  Nine guards protected Lamesa Field and 

four janitors kept it clean.  Four fabric men, 3 carpenters and one civilian supply man 

rounded out the list. 247 

Leighton H. Maggard was an instructor pilot for Clent Breedlove, first at the 

Plainview Pre-Glider School at Finney Field and then later at the Lamesa Advanced 

Liaison Pilot School.  Maggard recalled the change from pre-glider to liaison when the 

school moved to Lamesa.  He said that Robert Bean, Clent Breedlove’s director of flight 

training, told all 35 instructor pilots that the school was moving from Plainview to 

Lamesa but that they would still have their jobs there.  Maggard only flew the new L-5 
                                                           
247 DCC, “Breedlove Aerial Service Moved To Lamesa Field On April 14 From Plainview,” 1, June 10, 1943. 
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Vultee-Stinson Sentinel airplane at Lamesa Field.248  As far as Clent Breedlove’s job at 

Lamesa, Maggard said that he did not appear to do very much:  “He just come [sic] 

around and collected his money, I think.  He lived in Lubbock and would drive down to 

Lamesa every day to work at the liaison school.  We were flying 185 horsepower L-5 at 

Lamesa versus the Piper Aircraft they used at Plainview.  My objective was to see how 

many (students) I could get through (the training),” he recalled.  The L-5 had tandem 

seating and an intercom for communication between the student and the instructor and 

a radio for communication with the ground, he explained. 

“We were teaching them road and barrier landings.  There were not that many 

rural telephone lines so we could land on most any rural road and not be bothered by 

them.  We did simulated landings, short field landings and takeoffs and, of course, those 

L-5’s had flaps to enable you to get into the air fast and slow you for landing.  I did not 

like the night flying.  We had to get 5 hours of night flying and, of course, when it was 

dark, we had on the flare pots.  You had on the flare pots to land and the instructor sat 

on the back seat.  In a three-point landing, we could not see a thing ahead of us.”249  

Maggard said that there were about 150 students in a class that would last 6 weeks, 

which was the same training time as Plainview Pre-Glider School.  Instruction was done 

seven days a week.  The number of hours per day varied but usually was 4 or 5 hours 

per day.  He was at Lamesa Field for a little less than a year.  He thought that he was 

                                                           
248 Leighton Maggard to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Maggard), interview, August 10, 2010, 
personal possession of author. 

249 Maggard, interview, August 10, 2010, personal possession of author. 
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paid $150 every two weeks for instructing liaison pilots, which was the same amount of 

money that he was paid in Plainview.  Overall, he thought that it was excellent training 

for him as an instructor at Lamesa.  He said that there was no closing ceremony when 

Lamesa Field discontinued training of liaison pilots.  “You just grabbed your hat and said, 

‘thank you’.”  He spent a year in India in the China-Burma-India (CBI) Theater flying 

Douglas C-47 Skytrain’s across India.  Only occasionally did he fly across “the Hump” into 

China.250 

Roy Duane “Pete” Harris of Brownfield, Texas was a student pilot who graduated 

from Lamesa Advanced Liaison Pilot School.  Because of a friend, he entered the CPT in 

California after graduating from Brownfield High School in May 1940.  He then worked 

at Breedlove Airport.  He joined the USAAF in October 1941.  He trained at several 

airfields including Waco AAF.  From Waco, Texas he went to Lamesa Field where he 

received his “L-wings”.  He lived on the base at Lamesa Field, which he said was very 

small compared to his previous postings.  Harris said that he flew both L-4’s and L-5’s at 

Lamesa and did night flying there.  According to his pilot’s logbook, his first flight at 

Lamesa was on August 16, 1943.  First Lieutenant James G. Alexander rode with him on 

that flight.  Harris recalled that Sherwood Orr was his flying instructor and that he was a 

civilian.  His last flight was on October 30, 1943.251  His next training base was 

Brownwood AAF.  After his last flight there was on August 23, 1944, he shipped out to 

                                                           
250 Maggard, interview, August 10, 2010, personal possession of author. 

251 Roy Duane “Pete” Harris to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Harris), interview, July 4, 2011, 
personal possession of author. 
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Bombay, India.  In India, he trained and gave check rides to new student pilots in L-5’s 

and was later sent to Burma.  “We was [sic] more or less a taxi service.  There was [sic] 

no roads in India or Burma.  Most of our work was really in Burma.  I hauled anything 

from privates to two-star generals.  We was actually a taxi service for the Army,” 

recalled Harris.  “We flew all kinds of missions from search and rescue, surveillance, 

photo missions.”252  Harris survived the war and returned home to Brownfield in 

November 1945.  He still operates Harris Flying Service at the Terry County Airport west 

of Lubbock today. 

   

FIGURES 5.1A, 5.1B, AND 5.1C.  LEIGHTON MAGGARD (LEFT) SHOWN WITH FOUR OTHER INSTRUCTOR PILOTS IN FRONT OF AN 
L-4 PIPER CUB AT PLAINVIEW PRE-GLIDER SCHOOL AT FINNEY FIELD IN 1943.  PHOTO COURTESY OF LEIGHTON MAGGARD.  
PETE HARRIS AND LEIGHTON MAGGARD ON JANUARY 16, 2010 WHEN THEY TRAVELED TO THE JOE COPE FARM SEVEN MILES 
NORTH OF LAMESA WHERE THE FORMER LAMESA FIELD WAS LOCATED.  ONE OF THE HANGARS STILL STANDS TODAY AND 
APPEARS BEHIND HARRIS AND MAGGARD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR.  ROBERT H. BEAN, FLIGHT DIRECTOR FOR CLENT 
BREEDLOVE AT PLAINVIEW AND LAMESA SCHOOLS, 1942-44.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 1 
OF 3, FILE 4. 

 Another of the students who trained as a liaison pilot during the war was Paul W. 

Harrington.  Harrington later served as a liaison pilot in Europe.  He graduated from a 

                                                           
252 Harris, interview, July 4, 2011, personal possession of author. 
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liaison pilot school but from the 1st AAF LTD in Denton, Texas.253  After graduating from 

Purdue University in May 1943, he traveled by rail to Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  It was at Fort 

Sill that he signed up for liaison pilot training.  He graduated from OCS in August 1943 

there.  He then traveled to Denton, Texas to train in the 1st AAF LTD in September.  He 

was housed in the men’s dormitory at North Texas State Teacher’s College.  There were 

about 60 to 70 men in his ground school class.  They flew L-2’s, L-3’s, and L-4’s at Hartley 

Field near Denton.  They would rotate training between all three planes.  He soloed 

after seven hours of dual instruction.  He learned what a stall was and how to recover 

from a stall.  He said that he had about 60 hours of flying time when he finished training 

at Hartley Field in Denton and received his “L-wings” upon graduation.  He graduated in 

the first week of November in class 43-L-43.  He was a Second Lieutenant at this time 

and retained that rank throughout the war.  He explained that as a liaison pilot in a fire 

support role for the artillery, he was a part of the U.S. Army and not the U.S. Army Air 

Forces.  There were no other types of aircraft or pilots in the U.S. Army other than 

liaison pilots and typically there were two liaison pilots assigned to each division.  After 

more training in the upper peninsula of Michigan while attached to the 76th Infantry 

Division, Harrington was sent overseas to Europe.  He traveled on the Queen Elizabeth 

to Scotland and then landed at Omaha Beach in August 1944 and was sent to a 

replacement depot.  Harrington joined the 62nd Field Artillery Battalion on October 17, 

1944 in Holland.  His unit then moved south into Belgium very close to the German 

                                                           
253 Paul W. Harrington to John W. McCullough, (hereinafter cited as Harrington), interview, February 17, 
2017, personal possession of author.  Although Harrington did not train at Lamesa Field, his interview is 
added to provide examples of what combat in Europe was like for a liaison pilot directing artillery fire. 
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border.  His observer in Europe was First Lieutenant Otto Rolfs.  Rolfs had binoculars 

and maps showing the grid pattern of the land.  He would communicate with the S-3 by 

radio who would analyze the information and decide what type of artillery fire was 

needed.  The S-3 would then pass the coordinates on to the artillery battalion that he 

had selected and they would then actually fire on the target, explained Harrington.  He 

said that his altitude varied but that he would usually fly about 600 feet in the air.254 

While in Belgium, Harrington and Rolfs took part in the Battle of the Bulge, which 

the Germans launched on December 16, 1944.  The next day, while near the German 

town of Roetgon, he flew his longest and most important mission of the war.  

Harrington said that he had spotted a German column of about 50 armored vehicles 

including Tiger tanks.  Rolfs radioed the S-3 (a major) who decided to call in fire support 

from the extremely large 240mm cannon attached to another unit outside of the 62nd.  

For this armored column, the 240s put a shell out there and Rolfs gave the S-3 the next 

coordinates and told them to fire on that.  The artillery hit the lead tank and then 

adjusted on the rear vehicle of the column.  “Because this column was in a defilade with 

woods on both sides so they couldn’t go anywhere.  So, the first tank blocked them from 

going forward.  Then he adjusted on the rear of the column.  Then he told them just fire 

for effect between those two points.  They fired – I don’t know how many rounds – but 

every once in a while, they’d throw in a white phosphorous round so they could catch 

anybody running away.  It was really a mass destruction.”  He felt that the training he 

                                                           
254 Harrington, interview, February 17, 2017, personal possession of author. 
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received at Denton and Fort Sill was adequate for what he did in combat in Europe: “I 

thought that it was a great experience and it gave me good training.”255 

  

FIGURES 5.2A AND 5.2B.  LEFT PHOTO:  BACK ROW:  CAPTAIN CROSS, INSTRUCTOR; PAUL HARRINGTON, LIAISON STUDENT 
PILOT; CAPTAIN ROBINSON, INSTRUCTOR.  OTTO ROLFS IS KNEELING AND SMOKING A PIPE.  PHOTO TAKEN AT HARTLEY FIELD 
JUST OUTSIDE DENTON, TEXAS IN 1943.  RIGHT PHOTO:  CLASS 43-L-43 FOR PAUL HARRINGTON AND HIS FELLOW LIAISON 
PILOTS AT DENTON, TEXAS.  BOTH PHOTOS COURTESY OF PAUL HARRINGTON. 

A total of 1434 student pilots trained to become liaison pilots either at Plainview 

or Lamesa.  A total of 1126 completed their training and earned their “L-wings”.  Of 

those who did not complete their training, the majority, 271 students, failed because of 

a “Flying Deficiency”.  The remainder of the students, 53, did not complete training for 

various reasons.  No accidents were reported during liaison pilot training conducted by 

Clent Breedlove Aerial Service.  All training ended on February 26, 1944 and all students 

transferred out.256 

 

 

 

                                                           
255 Harrington, interview, February 17, 2017, personal possession of author. 

256 AFHRA PLAINVIEW-LAMESA, 149. 
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Table 4.2.  Advanced Liaison Training at Plainview and Lamesa Field.257 

CLASS NO TRAINING 

START 

DATE 

NO TRAINING 

END DATE 

FLYIN
G

 DEFICIEN
CY 

ACADEM
IC 

FAILU
RE 

PHYSICAL DEFECTS 

ACCIDEN
TS 

O
THER 

HO
LD O

VERS 

43-L-1 60 2-18-43 41 3-31-43 18  1    

43-L-3 60 3-16-43 46 4-29-43 12    1 1 

43-L-4 61 4-1-43 39 5-14-43 22      

  LIAISON  PILOT School Moved To Lamesa AAF  

42-L-5 60 4-10-43 39 5-28-43 14  2   5 

43-L-6 65 5-2-43 47 6-14-43 15  1   2 

44-L-2 98 12-22-43 83 2-4-44 12  1   2 

44-L-3 71 1-16-44 63 2-26-44 5  2  1  

                      

                                  

FIGURE 5.3.  AN “L-BIRD” TAKES OFF FROM A DIRT ROAD NEAR LAMESA FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE 
COLLECTION, BOX 1 OF 3. 

                                                           
257 AFHRA PLAINVIEW-LAMESA, 101.  (Many weeks removed from the table for brevity.) 
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FIGURE 5.4.  PIPER CUB L-4 “GRASSHOPPER” PICKS UP A MESSAGE FROM TROOPS IN THE FIELD.  THIS WAS ONE OF MANY 
POTENTIAL USES OF THE “L-BIRD’S” IN COMBAT ZONES.  LIAISON PLANES FLEW RECONNAISSANCE MISSIONS AND ENGAGED IN 
AIR-TO-GROUND COMMUNICATIONS WITH TANKS AND ARTILLERY UNITS TO DIRECT THEIR FIRE ONTO ENEMY POSITIONS.  WHILE 
TRAINING AT FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA, PAUL HARRINGTON FLEW SOME MISSIONS WITH HIS OBSERVER TO HAVE HIM PRACTICE 
SNATCHING A CANISTER WITH A SNARE.  HOWEVER, HE SAID THAT HE NEVER SNARED A CANISTER WHILE IN COMBAT IN EUROPE.   
MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT FROM FLYING MAGAZINE IN AUGUST 1943 PURCHASED ON EBAY BY THE AUTHOR. 

On March 9, 1944, the Dawson County Courier stated that Major Bentley H. 

Harris, the commanding officer at Lamesa Field, said that the airfield was being 

abandoned and that the army was moving out.  Harris was quoted as saying that army 
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personnel were already in the process of closing the field and that equipment and 

personnel were moving out and would be reassigned to other stations.  The article 

ended by stating that men from across the United Stated had received liaison training at 

Lamesa Field until February 26 when the last program terminated and the last class was 

graduated.258 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
258 DCC, “Lamesa Field Set Up First In 1942 Is Being Abandoned,” 1, March 9, 1944. 
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Chapter 6.  Money Made and Money Lost 
 

This final chapter will reveal the approximate amount of money made by Clent 

Breedlove from his four training programs during the Second World War:  the Civilian 

Pilot Training program; the Plainview Pre-Glider School; the 309th College Training 

Detachment (Aircrew) Pre-Flights; and the Lamesa Advanced Liaison School.  It will also 

calculate the total number of students trained in all four programs and will show how 

the Breedlove’s spent much of the money that they made and eventually how most of it 

was lost.  The CPT was a highly profitable venture for any civilian contractor.  There was 

an enormous amount of money to be made in training pilots for the military before and 

during the war.  The CPT paid the contractor $270 per student for the primary pilot 

course and the cost went up from there for more advanced training.259  Total number of 

students Breedlove Aerial Service trained in all four programs was 930 CPT; 1169 pre-

glider; 4775 CTD pre-flights; and 1434 advanced liaison pilots totaling 8308 students 

from 1939 to 1944.260 

                                                           
259 Patricia Strickland, PPAF, 4 

260 Note:  Although Major Huttig, the last commander of the 309th CTD Pre-Flights, told the Lubbock 

Morning-Avalanche that “around 6000” students went through that program by June 1944, the official 

USAAF history of the 309th CTD from AFHRA lists the total at 4775; so that figure was used for calculating 

the amount paid. 
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The USAAF told the Breedlove’s after the war that they owed $155,000 because 

they had made too much profit.  The USAAF wanted them to pay back $1.5 for every $1 

that they had made during the war.  Based upon this ratio, the Breedlove’s made 

$133,333 total profit from the CPT / Pre-Flights and the two USAAF contracts at 

Plainview and Lamesa.  Since they were paid 3% on the USAAF ‘cost-plus’ contracts and 

$270 per student in CPT ($251,100), the total amount paid to them was $4,444,433.  

The amount that they were paid for training an estimated 5705 students in the CPT and 

309th CTD at $270 per student was $1,540,350.  This meant that the two USAAF 

contracts totaled $2,904,083.  Breedlove Aerial Service had to pay for all their own 

expenses such as the salaries of pilots and employees, rent of their own aircraft from 

the USAAF, oil, aviation fuel, insurance, and all other costs.261 

With money pouring in from his USAAF contracts since June 1942 and from the 

CPT for the last four years, 1943 proved to be a very profitable year for Clent Breedlove 

and his “Empire of the Air”.  He donated $1,000 to the West Texas Museum and became 

that museum’s first patron member; his wife, Aulyne, donated $500 to it, as well.  He 

continued his membership in Boys Town in Nebraska in 1943.  He donated $1,500 to the 

Boys Club of Lubbock for Christmas of 1943.262  In a letter dated December 24, he 

surprised his wife with a Hammond Electric Organ for her holiday gift.263  Throughout 

1943, he helped sponsor numerous advertisements in the Lubbock Morning Avalanche 

                                                           
261 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, 1957, SCTTU. 

262 Breedlove Collection, Box 1 of 3, SCTTU. 

263 Ibid., File 13, SCTTU. 
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encouraging citizens to buy war bonds.  For Mother’s Day that year, he purchased a 

tribute to mothers throughout the world published in the local newspaper. 

     

FIGURES 6.1A, 6.1B, AND 6.1C.  A MOTHER’S DAY ADVERTISEMENT FOR 1943 FROM CLENT BREEDLOVE.  DIGITAL IMAGE 
COURTESY OF THE LUBBOCK MORNING-AVALANCHE, MAY 9, 1943.  FOR CHRISTMAS 1943, BREEDLOVE DONATED $1,500 TO 
THE BOYS CLUB OF LUBBOCK. DIGITAL IMAGE COURTESY OF THE LUBBOCK MORNING-AVALANCHE, DECEMBER 18, 1943.  
AULYNE KING BREEDLOVE, CLENT’S WIFE FROM 1924-1953.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE BOX 2 OF 3. 

The largest purchase – and the most generous gift – that Clent Breedlove made 

was when he bought a very large ranch in New Mexico from Wayne Palmer in 1943.  The 

Flying B Ranch was located 21 miles west of Las Vegas, New Mexico in San Miguel 

County.  This 1,180-acre ranch cost Clent Breedlove $50,000.  The sale was recorded on 

October 25, 1943.264  Mrs. Breedlove told her husband that she would help run 

Breedlove Airport if he would purchase her a ranch.  Breedlove was busy running his 

                                                           
264 C. A. Farley.  A Mile and a Half Toward Heaven:  A History of Camp Blue Haven and Nearby Areas 
(Lubbock:  Unknown Publisher), 19-20 
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schools in Plainview and Lamesa in 1943-44 and he needed his wife to oversee 

Breedlove Airport while he was away.265  He agreed to buy her a ranch and she 

managed both the airport and ranch.  She marketed the Flying B Ranch and its 35 

modern cabins as a vacation site for guests but the Breedlove’s also used it as a place 

where they entertained pilots and others.266  He was faring far better than in the 1930s 

when he made $75 per month managing the Lubbock Municipal Airport.267 

Although 1943 was a very profitable year for the Clent Breedlove it also signaled 

a turning point as two of his contracts ended.  The Plainview Pre-Glider School closed on 

April 14, 1943 and the men and aircraft moved to Lamesa.  The last CPT class graduated 

in March 1943.  In February 1944, the Lamesa Advanced Liaison Pilot School closed thus 

ending the last of Breedlove’s contracts with the USAAF.  A few months later in June, 

the 309th CTD ended.  With the end of all wartime Government contracts, Breedlove lost 

most of his income.  However, there was now some post-war Government money 

coming in from the G.I. Bill.  This program provided funds for returning veterans to learn 

to fly for no cost.  Breedlove took advantage of this program to supplement his income. 

 

                                                           
265 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, 1957, SCTTU. 

266 “’Flying B’ Ranch Is Pilots’ Haven”, Breedlove Box 1 of 3, File 23, SCTTU. 

267 Bill Kingsbery to John McCullough, interview, October 28, 2006, personal possession of author. 
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FIGURES 6.2A, 6.2B, AND 6.2C.  AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FAMOUS FLYING B. RANCH.  LMA, JULY 18, 1943.  CLENT 
BREEDLOVE AT THE FLYING B. RANCH.  PHOTO IS COURTESY OF TTU SOUTHWEST COLLECTIONS, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 
2 OF 3.  VACATION ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FLYING B. RANCH.  LMA, APRIL 23, 1944. 

            

FIGURES 6.3A AND 6.3B.  ADVERTISEMENT THAT VETERANS CAN LEARN TO FLY FOR NO COST USING THE G.I. BILL OF RIGHTS.  
BREEDLOVE AIRPORT WAS BILLED AS THE OLDEST AVIATION SCHOOL IN WEST TEXAS.  IMAGE COURTESY OF LMA, MAY 25, 
1947.  ADVERTISEMENT ENTICING RETURNING VETERANS TO LEARN TO FLY AT BREEDLOVE AIRPORT.  IMAGE COURTESY OF 
LMA, JANUARY 4, 1948. 
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 Another way that Breedlove tried to keep his airport going and attract new 

business was by opening a restaurant there.  The best evidence indicates that he started 

this restaurant in 1945.  He had nothing to do with running the restaurant.  He hired 

other people to run it for him but also charged them no rent or other fees to use it.  He 

did not provide any of the food, cooking or eating utensils.  This allowed the persons 

renting the building and running the restaurant to make a profit while providing 

Breedlove a way to attract both pilots and day visitors to his airport.  Calvin “Cal” Hardin 

co-owned the restaurant at Breedlove Airport.  He started working at the restaurant in 

September 1946.  He was majoring in accounting at Tech.  He worked there for one year 

until Breedlove closed the restaurant.  This would coincide with the time in early 

September 1947 when Breedlove suffered a heart attack.  Hardin’s friend from high 

school in Vera, Texas, Preston Frazier, was running the restaurant during this time. 

“I didn’t have too many hours to take my last year at Tech.  I went to school at 

seven thirty in the morning and I got out at eleven.  I went down looking for a job 

because I wanted to be able to drive a car and pay my room rent.  They said it would be 

part-time.  The first day I went to work at eleven thirty in the morning and got off at ten 

that night.  Mr. Breedlove owned the restaurant, but Preston, he worked there when he 

was a junior in college.  It was convenience for his people [Breedlove’s employees] and 

the people to come out training could get a hamburger, breakfast, or something.  He 
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[Breedlove] just wanted somebody to run it as a convenient thing to get people to come 

out.  He didn’t charge anything [for rent].”268 

As with all good things that must end eventually, Breedlove’s “Empire of the Air” 

was dated, as well.  One of the problems at Breedlove Aerial Service was sloppy 

bookkeeping.  However, the most serious issue came from the ‘cost plus’ contract and 

contract re-negotiation.  Beulah (nee Raper) Speer was the assistant bookkeeper at 

Breedlove Airport for one year starting in June 1945.  After graduating from New Home 

High School in May, she traveled to Breedlove Airport southeast of Lubbock to see if 

they needed any help with their office work.  She had taken a correspondence course in 

bookkeeping from Texas Tech so she offered that service to them.269  Speer spoke with 

a woman in the office who said that she did need a bookkeeper.  The woman hired 

Speer for a full-time position and started her to work the next day at $15 per week.  The 

woman who hired her was the bookkeeper at Breedlove Airport.  “Actually I was 

working under this other bookkeeper.  I can’t remember her name; but the books were 

in terrible shape.”  Speer handled the cash drawer and made transactions with the pilots 

when they would come into the office to pay for aviation gasoline or spare parts for 

their aircraft.  She also handled the daily ledger making all entries.  They had no adding 

machines and all the calculations were computed manually: “Everything was entered on 

a ledger by hand.”  When asked to explain more what she meant by the books being in a 

                                                           
268 Calvin Hardin to John W. McCullough, interview, February 19, 2017, personal possession of author. 

269 Beulah Raper Speer to John W. McCullough, interview, September 1, 2007, personal possession of 
author. 
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real mess when she first began working there, Speer replied, “Well, they just didn’t 

balance.  She (the head bookkeeper) didn’t have the interest proper.  Well, like you buy 

gas – she’d have it on parts.”  Speer said that this other woman did not appear to know 

what she was doing and was sloppy in her work.  Speer said that the bookkeeper told 

her many times that she was doing a good job.  She noticed that the business had 

slackened off with the war ending and wondered if perhaps she was discharged from 

her position because of the drop off in post-war business.  Speer said that there were 

never any cross words between her and the bookkeeper.270  Almost certainly, the 

woman who hired Beulah Speer was Florence King, Aulyne King Breedlove’s cousin.  

Mrs. Breedlove said that Florence King was the bookkeeper at Breedlove Airport and 

that she married Floyd Smith, one of her husband’s instructor pilots. 271  Smith married 

Florence King on Sunday, June 27, 1943.272 

                     
FIGURES 6.4A AND 6.4B.  BEULAH SPEER ON SEPTEMBER 1, 2007.  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR.  FIVE FEMALE OFFICE 
WORKERS FOR BREEDLOVE AERIAL SERVICE POSE IN FRONT OF THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING AT BREEDLOVE AIRPORT IN 
1944.  FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, ARE FLORENCE KING, AULYNE KING BREEDLOVE’S COUSIN; NICKEY MOSS; MARGUERITE MOSS; 
JOYCE MCCULLY; AND MRS. LAVONNE LAWLIS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF EARL DIETERING. 
                                                           
270 Beulah Speer to John W. McCullough, interview, September 1, 2007, personal possession of author. 

271 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, 1957, SCTTU. 

272 LMA, “Florence King and Floyd Smith Wed,” 2, June 29, 1943. 
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The problems with bookkeeping at Breedlove Airport were exacerbated by a 

Government practice called the “cost plus” contract.  The “cost plus” contract was a way 

that the Government reimbursed civilian contractors for all their costs plus rewarded 

them with a 3% payment above those costs.  Charles D. Akey explained the “cost plus” 

contract more and what it meant for the Breedlove’s.  Akey was a student at Lubbock 

High School during the latter part of the war and worked at Dagley Field on weekends.  

He is the son of Charles B. Akey, who worked as an instructor pilot for Clent Breedlove 

and was the manager of Dagley Field.  The senior Akey was also later one of four men 

who owned Lubbock Aero Service, which was re-located to the site of the former Dagley 

Field in May 1944.  The airfield was then renamed Lubbock Aero Field.  The younger 

Akey explained, “After the war, the government became real interested in whether 

somebody had made too much money on these Government contracts because I think 

during the war they were probably ‘cost-plus’.  That means that if you were a contractor 

for the Government, the contract says, ‘I’m going to document my costs and then you’re 

going to give me that back plus a profit.’  So, the profit, apparently, was some 

percentage of your cost so you didn’t have any incentive to keep your costs down.  They 

(the Government) had a process when they came back and opened up and re-

negotiated all those contracts.  There was a lot of conversation that Breedlove was one 

of the contractors – and I guess it was around the glider school in Plainview, I really 

don’t know – came back and re-negotiated and recouped some money they had 

previously given people.”273  As Akey understood the “cost-plus” contract system, he 

                                                           
273 Charles B. Akey to John W. McCullough, interview, February 11, 2007, personal possession of author. 
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said that a contractor’s bookkeeper would keep track of what was spent for the training 

being performed for the Government.  Then on a periodic basis, the contractor would 

take his receipts to them and be reimbursed for his costs.  He would also be given a 

percentage of those costs – based on what the contract stipulated – that would go into 

his pocket as his own profit for that period.  So, if the contractor increased his costs 

artificially by overspending or was reckless in his spending, his profits would rise 

accordingly.  “So, the motive was there, it was to…in wartime it’s, you know, ‘get the job 

done’ – don’t worry about what it costs.  That’s kind of why they had that cost-plus 

contract because, you know, you’re trying to do everything on a cash basis.  Hurry up 

and get it done.  Do or spend whatever you need to do to get the job done.”274 

   

FIGURES 6.5A, 6.5B, AND 6.5C.  CHARLES D. AKEY, SON OF CHARLES B. AKEY, MANAGER OF DAGLEY FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY 
OF THE LUBBOCK HIGH SCHOOL 1945 ANNUAL, THE WESTERNER.  CHARLES D. AND JOAN AKEY VISIT SILENT WINGS MUSEUM 
IN LUBBOCK, TEXAS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2010 THE DAY AFTER THE BREEDLOVE CPTP REUNION DINNER.  PHOTO 
COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR.  INSTRUCTOR PILOT WINSTON REEVES (ON LEFT AND WEARING SUNGLASSES) ALONG WITH FIVE PRE-
FLIGHT STUDENTS FROM THE 309TH CTD POSE AT DAGLEY FIELD.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, WINSTON REEVES 
PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION, WR.C.16N.1.13.1.1, SOUTHWEST COLLECTION/SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY. 

The “cost plus” contract started before the United States entered the Second 

World War.  It meant very large profits for the civilian contractor in what was supposed 
                                                           
274 Charles B. Akey to John W. McCullough, interview, February 11, 2007, personal possession of author. 
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to be a secure agreement between the contractor and the Government.  The profits to 

be made were very attractive and it guaranteed that the contractor would have the 

funds to cover his costs in providing services or making products for the Government 

while also allowing for a hefty profit paid in return to the contractor.275 

There is no indication that Clent Breedlove artificially raised his costs so that he 

could raise the percentage of money returned to him as profit in his “cost plus” 

contract.  In fact, just the opposite is apparent.  Earl Dietering noted the bare lightbulbs 

hanging from the ceiling in the photo of the classroom at Breedlove Airport and 

remarked how that was typical of Breedlove not to spend any more money than he had 

to spend.  Commenting on the aftermath of the contract renegotiation and the return of 

the large amount of money to the U.S. Government in 1947, Dietering recalled 

something significant that Clent Breedlove told him.  “He (Breedlove) said, if he’d known 

what they (USAAF) were going to do, he’d of paved all those runways and wouldn’t have 

put up with all the dirt that we had to put up with out there; but, said he could have 

gotten by with it.  It would have been an expense.  As it was, they claimed that he made 

more profit than he was entitled to make and he had to pay back some money.  I didn’t 

know how much.”276 

By November 1, 1946, Breedlove Aerial Service – located at Breedlove Airport on 

east 50th Street in Lubbock – was worth an estimated $246,250 (about $2,831,932 in 

today’s money).  The parts room alone was worth $50,000; the 20-unit T-hangar was 
                                                           
275 Bailey, Ronald H., The Home Front:  USA (New York:  Time-Life Books 1977), 77 

276 Dietering, interview, October 28, 2006, personal possession of author. 
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valued at $10,000; and the Breedlove’s home, which was located on the northwest side 

of the airport grounds next to east 50th Street, was listed at $20,000 – less the furniture.  

Nine aircraft were listed totaling $15,350 – most of them Piper Cub J3’s.  The value of 

the 218.8 acres of land had increased to $76,500, or $350 per acre.  His five franchises – 

Taylorcraft Distributorship, Fairchild Distributorship, Seabee Dealership, Firestone 

Distributorship, and a Bendix Radio Dealership – were valued at $25,000.  On another 

schedule with the heading, “I Keep if Sale is Made of Business – Clent Breedlove”, he 

listed 50 itemized lines of property.  The items included a John Deer four-wheel trailer; 

one Dodge Command Car for ranch; one truck and semi-trailer for ranch; one Cadillac – 

convertible coupe, Clent’s personal car; one Cadillac sedan – Aulyne’s personal car; and 

one Jeep – Clent’s personal for ranch; assorted ranch equipment, tires, and chickens, 

cows, and horses.277 

For the Breedlove’s, the contract re-negotiation started abruptly and 

unexpectedly.  Aulyne Breedlove described the most unwelcome and unannounced visit 

by officials from the USAAF to the administration building at Breedlove Airport while she 

and Clent had driven to Dallas for a business meeting.  Based upon the facts available, 

this event probably occurred in late 1946 or very early 1947.  “So, we’d start out at night 

when the day flying was over and head out and drive till we got there [Dallas] and then 

be at the program and then the minute it was over with the next morning, the meeting 

was, well, we’d drive home.  It was during that coming home the next morning that 

some men entered our office there [at Breedlove Airport] and wanted to look over our 
                                                           
277 Breedlove Box 1 of 3, File 3, “Clent Breedlove Aerial Service”, SCTTU. 
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books.  Well, the bookkeeper – supposing that they were Internal Revenue men – just 

got all the books out for them; she didn’t ask for credentials.  Well, it just so happened 

to be, the Army boys [Army Air Forces] coming in to see over our program, which they 

had no jurisdiction, they had no right to; but they found out how much we were making 

here.  So, they threw this pot into that pot, so speaking, and they re-negotiated over the 

biggest program that Clent had, in Plainview:  $155,000 they re-negotiated us for.  In 

other words, for every fifty cents we’d made, they wanted a dollar.  Well, we went to 

Ernst and Ernst Auditors; we were directed to them by a man that was using them.”  

When the contract re-negotiation started, Aulyne said that she immediately put the 

“Flying B. Ranch” up for sale.278  The next year, they sold the west-most 100 acres of 

Breedlove Airport to Aulyne’s mother, Jessie M. King, and Aulyne’s older brother, J. Cash 

King for $25,000.279  Mrs. Breedlove said that their auditors, Ernst and Ernst, were able 

to reduce the amount that they owed to the U.S. Government from $155,000 to 

$85,000, which is roughly $966,722 today.280  A schedule of aircraft Breedlove Aerial 

Service still owned dated March 1, 1948 – quite a while after the contract re-negotiation 

had occurred – showed Breedlove owning 16 aircraft totaling $32,770.  Most of the 

airplanes were Taylorcraft BC-12D models.  The rest included two Piper Cub J3’s, one 

WACO UPF-7 and assorted other planes.  That he still owned this many aircraft by 1948 

can possibly be attributed to the fact that Breedlove Airport was still operating at this 

                                                           
278 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, May 4, 1981, SCTTU. 

279 Lubbock County Deed:  Volume 375, page 100, September 3, 1948, personal possession of author.   

280 Aulyne Breedlove, interview, 1957, SCTTU.  An online inflation calculator (CPI Inflation Calculator) was 
used to estimate the value of $85,000 in 1947 terms into the equivalent amount today of $966,722. 
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time and thus was still a source of revenue for him.  The Flying B Ranch, which he sold 

on February 27, 1947281, was more of a luxury item that did not generate as much 

money as the airport.282 

“I can just tell you that Clent felt bad about it because he felt that he had done a 

good job for the Government.  They set the price and he based everything in the 

training on the price that they set; and then for them to come back and re-negotiate 

that contract, he felt, was unfair – and I felt it was unfair, too.  I think everybody that 

was involved in this felt that it was unfair,” reflected Harold Humphries.283 

                      

FIGURES 6.6A AND 6.6B.  CLENT BREEDLOVE RELAXING AT HAROLD HUMPHRIES’ CABIN AT BUFFALO LAKES A FEW MILES 
SOUTHEAST OF LUBBOCK.  THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS EDITION THAT HE IS READING IS DATED SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1947.  
THE NEXT MORNING, HE SUFFERED A NEAR-FATAL HEART ATTACK.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE COLLECTION, BOX 
2 OF 3.  FIGURE 5.15. NEWS BRIEF LATER THAT WEEK GIVING THE STATUS OF CLENT BREEDLOVE WHO WAS RUSHED TO ST. 
MARY’S HOSPITAL IN LUBBOCK EARLY MONDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 8, 1947.  DIGITAL IMAGE COURTESY OF LUBBOCK 
MORNING-AVALANCHE, SEPTEMBER 12, 1947. 

                                                           
281 San Miguel County (New Mexico) Deed:  Volume 43, Pages 409-411, February 27, 1947. 

282 Breedlove Collection Box 1 of 3, File 3, “Clent Breedlove Aerial Service”, SCTTU. 

283 Humphries, interview, November 11, 2006, personal possession of author. 
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FIGURES 6.7A AND 6.7B.  AN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ABANDONED BREEDLOVE AIRPORT AT 2236 EAST 50TH STREET IN 
LUBBOCK, TEXAS.  PHOTO COURTESY OF DALE STONE.  STONE HAD ABOUT 16 BLACK & WHITE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS FROM 
1951 WHEN LUBBOCK COTTON OIL MILL WAS BEING BUILT.  THE AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHER WAS TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE 
WEST 94 ACRES OF THE OLD BREEDLOVE AIRPORT WHERE THE OIL MILL WAS BEING CONSTRUCTED.  HE ALSO INADVERTENTLY 
CAPTURED MANY EXCELLENT PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE ABANDONED BREEDLOVE AIRPORT WHEN PERFORMING HIS AERIAL 
PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE OIL MILL.  A GROUND-LEVEL PHOTOGRAPH OF WORKERS LAYING A RAILROAD SPUR ON LUBBOCK OIL MILL 
PROPERTY IMMEDIATELY EAST OF THE ABANDONED BREEDLOVE AIRPORT IN 1951.  PHOTO COURTESY OF DALE STONE OF 
SOUTHERN COTTON OIL MILL. 

                                  

FIGURES 6.8A, 6.8B, AND 6.8C.  CLENT BREEDLOVE IS VICTIM OF DEATH.  DIGITAL IMAGE FROM LUBBOCK MORNING-
AVALANCHE, NOVEMBER 16, 1953.  TRIBUTE PAID TO CLENT BREEDLOVE AND SERVICES SET TODAY FOR W. C. BREEDLOVE.  
BOTH DIGITAL IMAGES FROM LUBBOCK MORNING-AVALANCHE, NOVEMBER 18, 1953. 
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FIGURES 6.9A, 6.9B, AND 6.9C.  WILLIAM CLENT BREEDLOVE:  BORN IN WOLFE CITY, TEXAS ON SEPTEMBER 3, 1900, HE DIED 
NORTH OF LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1953.  PHOTO COURTESY OF SCTTU, BREEDLOVE BOX 2 
OF 3.  CLENT BREEDLOVE IS BURIED AT RESTHAVEN CEMETERY AT 19TH STREET AND FRANKFORD AVENUE IN LUBBOCK.  HIS 
WIFE, AULYNE, DIED ON JANUARY 31, 1987.  SHE IS BURIED NEXT TO HIM.  PHOTO COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR.  THE 
BREEDLOVE AIRPORT SITE MARKER FROM THE TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION IN AUSTIN DESIGNATES THE FORMER GROUNDS 
OF BREEDLOVE AIRPORT AT 2236 E 50TH STREET IN LUBBOCK AS AN HISTORIC SITE IN THE STATE OF TEXAS.  PHOTO COURTESY 
OF THE AUTHOR. 

 In summary, Clent Breedlove’s Breedlove Aerial Service was an overwhelming 

success.  It employed 400 men and women and trained an estimated 8308 pilots in the 

CPT / War Training Service, the 309th College Training Detachment / Pre-Flight’s 

Program, and in two USAAF contracts, all of which were part of much larger major 

national pilot-training programs.  He also left behind a great legacy of pilot training in 

Lubbock and West Texas featured in a 1976 full-page article in the Lubbock Avalanche-

Journal.284  Breedlove’s CPT program supplied glider and powered pilots to fill the 

urgent needs of the U.S. military, which could not do so due to limited pre-war funding 

and shortage of time.  Breedlove Aerial Service trained men who later became glider 

pilots, liaison pilots, service pilots, instructor pilots and aircrew members in a “train first, 

then draft” unwritten policy crafted by the CAA / CPT in the Roosevelt administration.  

                                                           
284 Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, “First Airport Manager Fitted ‘Aviator’ Image,” 12A, April 2, 1976. 
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In the end, the Breedlove’s lost most of the money that they had earned during the war 

when the USAAF re-negotiated the “cost plus” contract and demanded that $155,000 be 

returned to the U.S. Government.  According to his wife, Aulyne, Breedlove tried to 

avoid a contract in 1942 that could be re-negotiated later; but the USAAF would not 

comply with his request.  He also offered to perform the pre-glider training at a cheaper 

cost to the USAAF but they insisted on having him do things their way.  Aulyne said, 

“About that time, though, Clent had to go up to Washington to get these contracts and 

he went up there and argued and argued with them that he didn’t want them to cost 

that much – our government that much – that he could make money on doing 

something else and then he wouldn’t be on, under the re-negotiation plan.  Well, of 

course, they wouldn’t do that.  That wasn’t near enough red tape, I guess.”285  The 

stress from the contract re-negotiation caused Clent Breedlove to suffer a near-fatal 

heart attack on September 8, 1947, according to his wife, Aulyne.  To help pay off their 

debt to the Government, they sold the “Flying B. Ranch” in 1947 and the west half of 

Breedlove Airport (100 acres) to Mrs. Breedlove’s relatives in September 1948.  Clent 

Breedlove’s “Empire of the Air” had ended ignominiously.  With all the land purchases in 

Lubbock County and New Mexico made possible by enormous profits from the war, 

there was one final purchase of land in late 1953 that marked Clent Breedlove’s demise.  

When he died on November 15, 1953, his wife, Aulyne, purchased two plots of land for 

                                                           
285 Aulyne Breedlove to Wilkerson, interview, May 4, 1981.  SCTTU. 
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$300 just west of Lubbock on the Levelland Highway, now 19th Street, at Tech Memorial 

Park, now Resthaven Cemetery.  One plot for her husband and the other later for her.286 

 Besides outside forces, there appears to have been many personal and family 

reasons why Clent Breedlove built his “Empire of the Air”.  Clent Breedlove’s father died 

when Clent was nine years old.  As a result, Breedlove never advanced past the 6th 

grade.  He had to quit school in order to work two jobs, one as a box boy at a market 

during the daytime and the other as an usher at a movie theater in the evenings in order 

to help his mother pay the bills.  So, Breedlove was accustomed to working long, hard 

hours to support his family from early on.  In February 1924, while at a Valentine’s Day 

dance at Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene, Clent met his future wife, Aulyne King, 

who came from a prominent, well-to-do family in Abilene.  They had little money when 

they first married.  Breedlove’s gas station in Abilene did not fare well.  When he 

worked for Aulyne’s father at his Ford dealership in Levelland, Texas about 20 miles 

west of Lubbock, Aulyne said that Clent spent much of his time working on a homemade 

airplane in the garage behind the dealership.  Aulyne recalled, “If you ever saw anybody 

that was raised with a silver spoon in their mouth and all of the sudden it turned into 

brass!  We didn’t have any money and we owed all this money; and, oh!  I just thought 

the world was coming to an end.”  She also said that Clent called her by an odd 

nickname.  “He always called me ‘the widow’.  I was always ‘the widow’.  Never knew 

why he called me ‘the widow.’”287  Possibly putting further pressure on Breedlove to 
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succeed financially when he could not succeed academically was the success of his two 

brothers-in-law who both became physicians.  J. Cash King and his younger brother, 

Karl, both graduated from Hardin-Simmons University.  Cash then attended the 

University of Texas Medical School and Karl went to Baylor Medical School.  By August 

1942, both were serving as officers in the U.S. Navy.  Cash was an associate professor of 

radiology at the University of Tennessee while Karl was an associate professor of 

Urology at Baylor University and associate chief of staff at Dallas City Hospital.288  So 

evidence suggests that perhaps Breedlove might have felt considerable pressure to 

“keep up with the Jones’s” in his own family.  He could not compete with his two 

brothers-in-law in an education sense; but he could and did find a way to compete with 

them in a financial sense.  There is also evidence that Aulyne perhaps put pressure on 

him to provide her with a life that she had been accustomed to living before they were 

married.  This is seen in her comment about “the silver spoon tarnishing” and by her 

agreeing to run Breedlove Airport only if Clent bought her a ranch. 

In conclusion, the riches made from both the Civilian Pilot Training Program, the 

309th College Training Detachment, and two USAAF contracts provided Breedlove with a 

wealth that he had never seen before in his life; but the wealth was short-lived.  When 

he was the manager of the Lubbock Municipal Airport for nine years in the 1930s, his 

income was just $75 per month due to the cutbacks caused by the Great Depression.289  

When the CPTP opened to civilian contractors around the nation in the late summer of 
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1939, Clent Breedlove really began to reap financial success.  His profits swelled in 1943 

and continued overflowing until the end of June 1944.  He and his wife enjoyed their 

wealth in a variety of ways but mostly through the purchase of a $50,000 ranch in New 

Mexico. 

The lessons learned by many Americans following the Great War of 1914-18 

were seemingly forgotten by many in the rush to save democracy abroad as war 

tensions ramped up in the late 1930s.  After suffering through 10 years of a severely 

depressed economy, the riches promised by the Democratic-controlled Congress to 

train pilots for the military were enticing to be certain.  However, after the war, the new 

Republican-controlled Congress of 1947 used HUAC to root out Communists in the State 

Department and used contract re-negotiations and excess profit taxes to re-coop their 

financial losses from the liberal’s war against Fascism.  The USAAF re-negotiated their 

contract with Clent Breedlove and demanded $155,000 be returned to them.  This, 

according to Breedlove’s family, drove him into a near-fatal heart attack in September 

1947; but his troubles did not end there.  In May 1949, J.E. Dixon took legal action 

against Clent Breedlove for a “suit on debt.”290  The next year, Federal Judge Joseph B. 

Dooley “ordered a judgment of $25,845.50 against Wm. C. Breedlove as the outgrowth 

of renegotiation of excessive profits by the War Department Price Adjustment board in 

the operation of the Clent Breedlove Aerial service here during the war.”  A later article 
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in the newspaper, however, indicated that this latest suit against Breedlove was 

dropped.291 

 Some motion pictures have looked at the role that civilian contractors played in 

wars.  Director Steven Speilberg introduced us to the German defense contractor in 

1993 in Schindler’s List.  German civilian contractor Oskar Schindler opened a war plant 

in Krakow, Poland following the German military’s overrunning of Poland in three weeks 

in September 1939.  The motion picture revealed the intricacies of obtaining lucrative 

contracts in Nazi-occupied Europe during the Second World War.292  More recently, 

director Robert Greenwald exposed the multi-billion-dollar profits made by several U.S. 

defense contractors in Iraq for Sale:  The War Profiteers.  One interviewee in the motion 

picture stated that the war in Iraq is the most privatized war in U.S. history.  Defense 

contractors and their employees do more of the work in fighting the war than any other 

conflict in which the U.S. has been involved.293  The sour legacy of the “cost plus” 

contracts still haunts us today.  In the first Presidential debate in the 2008 campaign, 

Senator John McCain (R-AZ), said, “Particularly in defense spending, which is the largest 

part of our appropriations – we have to do away with cost-plus contracts.  We now have 

defense systems that the costs are completely out of control.  So, we need to have 

fixed-cost contracts.  We need very badly to understand that defense spending is very 
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important and vital…but we have to get a lot of the cost overruns under control.”294  For 

Clent Breedlove, the dream of building an “Empire of the Air” resulted in an enormous 

success by 1943; but like the motion pictures and documentaries about defense 

contractors, that success came at a severe price, and the “cost plus” contracts are still 

with us today.  After losing his empire and most of his wealth, Breedlove went back into 

the automotive business and opened Terry Motor Company in Las Vegas, New Mexico in 

1950.  He did not do well at it and sold it soon after to his son-in-law, Bill Kingsbery.295  

So, after leaving the USAAC in 1922, Breedlove opened a service station in Abilene in 

1924.  Later, he worked at his father-in-law’s Ford dealership in Levelland.  He then 

went back into the aviation field by taking a job as the first full-time manager of the 

Lubbock Municipal Airport in September 1931.  After unbelievable success and ultimate 

financial collapse as well as failure of his health, he went back into the automotive 

business in Las Vegas, New Mexico in 1950.  In the last few months of his life, however, 

Breedlove tried to finish something that he never was able to complete when he was an 

adolescent:  he began working on his high school degree.  He enrolled in a 

correspondence school in California.  He would study in the evenings at the kitchen 

table at his home in Las Vegas.  He always wanted to have a high school diploma just like 

all the men who worked for him as pilots and mechanics all those years.  With his 

“Empire of the Air” now crashed and burned and his finances a pitifully paltry reflection 
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of what they once were, Breedlove picked up where he left off when he was 11 years 

old and started working his way towards a high school degree.296 

The U.S. Army’s practice to contract out its needs for services and equipment to 

civilians was not new to World War II.  Robert Morris was a senator from Philadelphia 

and largely financed the American Revolution.  He also set the pattern of army 

contracting with private citizens and companies when he opted to supply the 

Pennsylvania militia in this manner.  When the Pennsylvania Assembly voted in June 

1775 to place the colony on a war status, they created a twenty-five-man Committee of 

Safety to oversee defense measures.  One of the most prominent merchants in the 

colony was Robert Morris.  The Assembly charged the Committee of Safety with arming 

4,500 men and obtaining munitions.  Morris was given the job of obtaining gunpowder, 

which was no simple task given that British Parliament had banned the sale of arms and 

ammunition to the colonies months before.  To complicate matters further, irregular 

militiamen in Boston had recklessly used most of the available black powder in the 

colonies, which had been seized from British garrisons.  Morris used his skills and 

contacts as a merchant to purchase contraband explosives overseas and have it shipped 

into the colonies undercover and the results were successful as well as profitable.  

Congress soon turned to Robert Morris to handle the purchase of much larger amounts 

of munitions.297  Morris observed that contracting was "the cheapest, most certain, and 
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consequently the best mode of obtaining those articles which are necessary for the 

subsistence, covering, clothing, and moving of an Army."298 

There was strong opposition to America’s entry into World War I.  After the war 

was over and 50,000 American men lay dead, they fought fiercely to oppose any U.S. 

involvement with the Versailles Treaty and thus avoid any future entanglements in 

European affairs.  The U.S. downsized the military and retreated across the Atlantic 

Ocean and into a nice, safe harbor of isolationism in the 1920s.  After Hitler came to 

power in January 1933, the U.S. Congress – controlled by the Democrats by then – 

passed the first of several Neutrality Acts in 1935, which the Republicans wholly 

applauded.  Key figures such as Charles Lindbergh spoke to many large audiences 

around the nation as spokesman for the America First Committee and Republicans such 

as William Borah and Jeanette Rankin sounded off for continued isolationism and peace.  

When World War II was over, the U.S. had spent 80 billion dollars on the conflict and 

450,000 American men lay dead this time.  On November 12, 1946, the U.S. Congress 

would change hands from the Democrats to the Republicans for the first time in 14 

years.  In February 1947, the Republicans began the HUAC hearings into Communist 

subversion in the State Department and in Hollywood during the Roosevelt years.  

Evidence suggests that the Republicans took one other strong step towards rectifying 

what they saw as the calamity Roosevelt and the Democrats caused by pushing the 
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United States into the Second World War:  the Republicans wanted their money back.  

In early 1947, several officers in the USAAF – all wearing civilian clothes and not Air 

Force uniforms – barged into the administration building at Breedlove Airport and 

tricked and bullied Florence King Smith, the bookkeeper, into turning over all of the 

Breedlove’s financial records to them.  The contract re-negotiation for the Breedlove’s 

had started.  According to Mrs. Breedlove, she put the Flying B Ranch immediately up 

for sale after the USAAF told the Breedlove’s to pay back $155,000.  On February 27, 

1947, the Flying B Ranch was sold.  This timing coincided with the start of the House Un-

American Activities Committee hearings in Washington, D.C.  Possibly another reason 

why the “Army boys” barged into Breedlove Airport that fateful date in early 1947 to 

seize the Breedlove’s financial records was jealousy and “inter-service” rivalry.  The 

military originally was not keen on the idea of having a civilian-run entity like the CPT 

train their pilots for them.  Although the U.S. Navy eventually saw the benefits of CPT 

pilots, the USAAF never really warmed up to them.  “At first the military was luke-warm 

to the idea, seeing very little of value to themselves in anything run by civilians.  In 

effect, they were not interested in putt-putt flyboys regardless of qualifications and, 

incredibly, a few held on to this attitude all through the Program, despite what was 

happening before their very eyes.”299 
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