THE HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL OF LAW OF
TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY
Richard B. A mandes*
It may seem presumptuous to some that a history of the School
of Law at Texas Tech should appear at this early date, but 50 or 100
years from now someone may profess interest in how it all began. Too,
others concerned with establishing law schools elsewhere or considering
affiliation with such projects may find in the details which follow some
suggestions regarding appropriate steps in the process. Not all or even
a majority will be applicable to any other institution, in Texas or out,
but each will have its counterpart in other jurisdictions and on other
campuses.
Prospective deans of new law schools will find specific reference
to some of the items mentioned by Dean Barrett in his article.
University administrators may discover in the steps taken at Texas
Tech aspects of law school planning and management which they
would not otherwise have considered.
For all of the above reasons it seems appropriate to document the
early history of the School of Law of Texas Tech University. Where
better to preserve it than in Volume 1, Number 1, of the Texas Tech
Law Review?
EVOLUTION OF THE SCHOOL OF LAW

Many law schools have evolved largely because of the efforts of
one man. This was true of the first American law school. Tapping
Reeve started lecturing on law in 1774, and the Litchfield Law School
came into existence. In those early days, and much later, into the 20th
century, law schools, accredited or unaccredited, contributed a
relatively small percentage of the members of the bar. Those earlier law
schools usually grew very slowly, and one man could remain the
dominant force for many years.
Not so today. A new law school of the 1960's is usually the result
of many planners and, given some semblance of adequate financial
support, grows rapidly into a school of substantial size. In such
circumstances it is harder for one individual to be the sole initiator.
Like institutions of long ago, the School of Law at Texas Tech
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did evolve largely and at times solely from the efforts of one man,
Alvin R. Allison of Levelland. Mr. Allison is a graduate of Texas
Tech, Class of 1930. In the years following he studied law at the
University of Texas and commenced the practice of law in Levelland
in 1934. He has served as county judge of Hockley County and as a
member of the Texas Legislature. Mr. Allison was a cosponsor of the
bill which created the State Bar of Texas in 1939. He continued to give
thought to the education and certification or licensing of lawyers. He
was appointed to the Board of Directors of Texas Tech in 1961 by
Governor Price Daniel.
Upon his appointment to the Board of Directors his "project"
became the establishment of the School of Law. He began by gathering
information from the existing law schools in Texas and from law
schools in other states. Enrollment figures in 1961 and earlier years
from each of the Texas schools were collected and tabulated. By
discussions with deans and other representatives of the Texas law
schools, projections of student populations for the future were
established, both for public and for private schools. The lawyer
population of Texas and particularly of West Texas was compiled and
analyzed, as was the general population. Comparisons were made of
the per capita population of lawyers and law students in the various
states of the Union. The data showed that Texas was growing faster
than the United States in general, that the West Texas area which
Texas Tech was originally designed to serve was growing faster than
Texas as a whole, and that several states, especially the larger ones, had
a higher per capita population of law students than did Texas.
Similarly, many states had a higher per capita population of lawyers
than did Texas. As Texas moved from an agricultural and rural state
to an urban and industrial state, the need for lawyers in Texas had risen
and this trend would continue. This data was first presented to the
Texas Tech Board of Directors in 1962 and was referred to the
Academic Affairs Committee of the Board. In May 1962 the Board
authorized a study to consider the establishment of a school of law.
Mr. Allison gathered additional data regarding the lawyer population
of Texas and on December 8, 1962, submitted to the Board a written
motion for a law school. Meeting with less than full enthusiasm from
his colleagues on the Board, Mr. Allison sought additional
endorsements from groups interested in the establishment of a school
of law. The first to endorse the project had been the South Plains
Chapter of Certified Public Accountants on May 31, 1962. On January
18, 1963, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas passed a
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resolution in favor of a law school at Texas Tech. Other groups
including the Lubbock County Bar Association lent their official
support. Finally on July 15, 1963, the Board of Directors of Texas
Tech voted to apply to the Texas Commission on Higher Education
for permission to create a school of law.
In February 1964, members of the Commission and its staff
visited the campus to consider the request. From the abundant
information which Mr. Allison had been gathering for over 2 years, all
the Commission's questions were answered satisfactorily. On April 13,
1964, the staff recommended approval of the request, and on July 13,
1964, the Texas Commission on Higher Education authorized a school
of law at Texas Tech. In addition to all the data described above, it is
interesting to note that geographically only two spots in the continental
United States remain farther from an established law school than did
Lubbock in 1964, and they are Alaska and eastern Montana. Interestingly also, the law school which is closest to Texas Tech is at the
University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, over 300 miles distant.
In 1965, the legislature approved an appropriation for 1965-67
entitled Implementation of the School of Law, designed to allow the
authorities at Tech to pursue the creation of the school, scheduled to
open in September 1967.
Having seen most of his 6-year term pass without any tangible
evidence of a school of law, Mr.. Allison encouraged the Board of
Directors on October 9, 1965, to move that the school open in
September 1966 and to request the president to seek a dean.
That duty befell Dr. W. M. Pearce, Vice President for Academic
Affairs, a historian. Despite his lack of any direct connection with legal
education, Dr. Pearce was better informed in matters pertaining to it
than any person in a similar position with whom the author has been
associated. He had briefed himself thoroughly both from writings and
from personal contact with those most closely associated with legal
education. In addition to visits with other law teachers, he had spent
substantial time with John G. Hervey, Adviser to the Council of the
Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar of the American
Bar Association, and was fully informed regarding the costs and
priorities involved.
A number of leading legal educators were contacted by Dr. Pearce
and several were invited to the campus to be interviewed. Mr. Allison
continued to be interested in what happened to "his" law school and
met with or became informed about each of the candidates who visited
Lubbock in the dean-selection process. At the same time that this
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procedure was taking place, Texas Tech was also searching for its
eighth president, to replace Dr. Robert C. Goodwin, who was to retire
in June 1967. Because of the imminent change of administrations, Mr.
Allison took steps to assure that other members of the Board met with
the final dean candidates, in order that the man selected might have
some idea of policies under which Texas Tech would continue to
operate after Dr. Goodwin's retirement. Too, Mr. Allison saw to it
that leading members of the legal community in Lubbock met the-dean
candidates, for the dean of a new school of law must have support from
the local bar if his school is to succeed, not only financially and
materially but in spirit as well. Two elder statesmen of the Lubbock
County Bar Association, Geo. W. Dupree of Crenshaw, Dupree &
Milam, and William H. Evans of Evans, Pharr, Trout & Jones were
invited to be present to meet with the final dean candidates. On
February 12, 1966, the author was appointed the first dean.
Although the effective date of the appointment was July 1, 1966,
much preliminary work was necessary in the interim. A librarian had
to be employed, a building had to be planned, and other prospective
faculty had to be contacted. In addition, somewhat unexpectedly, a
budget for 1967-69 needed preparation before July 1. While the Board
of Directors had voted to start the school in the fall of 1966, virtually
every dean candidate impressed upon the administration the need for
at least a full year of planning before the opening of the school, so in
accordance with the projections of the Coordinating Board, Texas
College and University System (the successor of the Texas Commission
on Higher Education) the opening date was. set for September 1967.
The School of Law from the beginning was afforded the freedom
to develop and grow which every new professional school must have.
The administration and other individuals on the campus were ready
with helpful suggestions, but because of the excellent evaluation and
analysis which had been done in advance, the new school was allowed
to proceed without the undue strictures often applied to undergraduate
departments.
THE LAW LIBRARY

After the selection of a dean, the usual second step and one which
must be taken at the earliest date possible is the appointment of a
librarian. Dean 'Barrett's reference to the need for 2 years of planning
and development is most applicable to the law library. The assembling
of a faculty can be done in a year, and the selection of the first class
must be done in the year before its admission, but the development of
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a new library is a continuing process. The longer the period of
development before the first students arrive, the better equipped and
more complete will be the opening collection. The time needed is not
merely for selecting and processing the embryonic collection. Much of
the preliminary selection is relatively easy, for every library must have
certain standard sets and volumes. Processing a set of 400 easily
obtainable volumes is hardly more difficult or time-consuming than
processing a set of 10 volumes or even an individual book. The extra
time is necessary to locate the out-of-print volumes or sets needed and
to arrange (and often to dicker) for their purchase. Multiple possible
sources must be pursued continuously.
Texas Tech was extremely fortunate to be able to employ
Professor U. V. Jones as Law Librarian almost immediately upon the
selection of the dean. Professor Jones practiced law in Oklahoma for
almost 20 years following his graduation from the University of
Oklahoma School of Law in 1941. In 1960 he decided to become a law
librarian and enrolled at the University of Washington, from which he
received the degree of master of law librarianship in 1962. During the
same period he served as Reference Librarian in the University of
Washington Law Library. From 1962 until 1966 he was Law Librarian
and Assistant and Associate Professor at the Lamar School of Law of
Emory University in Atlanta.
Professor Jones assumed his duties in August 1966 and, despite a
very limited budget during the first year, was able to assemble a library
of over 20,000 volumes by the time the first students enrolled in
September 1967. Although he was most judicious in expenditures,
without the help of others he would not have achieved the indicated
volume count so early. Under the impetus of Mr. Allison, the College
(for it was Texas Technological College until August 31, 1969) had
signed a contract with the West Publishing Company in 1964
permitting it to purchase whatever West published at 1964 prices until
September 1, 1966, presumably the month the school would open.
When the opening date was subsequently postponed for a year, the
West Company was generous enough to extend its offer until the actual
opening in 1967. Because the vast majority of books in a new law
library are published by West and because prices increased a dollar a
volume between 1964 and 1966, the signif~ca.nce of this forward
thinking on the part of the authorities a; k,.Tas Tech cannot be
overlooked. Many others, Texans and non-Texans, offered numerous
volumes by way of gift to the new law library. In fact, when the volume
count subsequently stood at 25,000, it was estimated that 8,000 of those
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volumes came by way of gift. As a non-Texan once told me, "Texans
like to give things." They do, they did, and they continue to contribute
to the library. A gift of 4,000 highly usable volumes appraised at
$17,000 has been received within the past few months.
Volume count in the library progressed rather more slowly during
the next 2 years, mainly due to lack of space in the school's temporary
quarters. Originally Professor Jones had been asked to project space
needs in temporary quarters for three semesters of student use, until
January 1969, the expected completion date of the permanent building.
Because of various delays, almost an additional year will be spent in
the temporary quarters, necessitating the addition of an extra shelf on
many sections of stacks and the creation of a library annex to
accommodate the additional books and students. By September 1,
1968, the accessioned volume count stood at 33,562, with other
volumes in storage awaiting shelf space which would not be
forthcoming until the permanent building would be ready late in 1969.
By September 1, 1969, the accessioned count had risen to 42,470, not
including volumes in storage. Upon the acquisition of the requisite
additional space in the permanent new building, the collection will
increase immediately by almost 50 percent as the volumes in storage
become available for the first time.
THE FACULTY

After the library, the next most difficult, most time-consuming,
and most important task facing a new law school and its dean is the
recruitment of a quality faculty. A faculty, any faculty, would not be
at all difficult to acquire. Within a town and environs less populous
than Lubbock there are more candidates for a faculty than five new
law schools would need. Some are most competent, but unfortunately
the majority are not for a wide variety of reasons. The most basic
reason is that few such attorneys have teaching experience and are thus
handicapped when it comes to assisting with the myriad educational
policy decisions which must be made in connection with the
development of a new school. The lack of teaching experience also
makes them an unknown quantity in the classroom, the place where a
new school must excel if it is to build a favorable reputation. A
reputation built externally may carry a school through a few years, but
if the education offered its students is not of the finest possible quality
the first students may well become disillusioned and discourage future
generations of students. Similarly, the employers of the early graduates
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will discover the failings of the new school and will steer prospective
applicants elsewhere.
The policy at Texas Tech and at other law schools which came
into existence about the same time was not to employ anyone from the
local bar. There were times when the deans of these schools had second
thoughts about this policy, and some even recommended a few
extremely talented individuals to their confreres elsewhere. However, on
balance, it was better to say "no" to all the local gentry and miss the
exceptional prospect than to create animosities and unhappiness by
appointing some and not others. Perhaps this is the fainthearted
approach to the problem, but it does avoid the creation of factions
among the local bar, something which a new school cannot afford.
Potential faculty members from the local area can always be utilized
as visiting lecturers until such time as it is thought prudent to hire some
as permanent full-time members of the faculty.
If the dean is well-known and well-traveled in legal education, he
should have little difficulty in assembling a substantial list of possible
faculty members. Persuading the selected individuals to join or even to
visit the unknown quantity which is soon to be a law school is another
matter, however. In addition to the usual criteria employed in seeking
new faculty members for an existing school, there is much to be said
for Dean Barrett's advice that an assistant or associate dean, another
administrator, be hired at an early date. There is no more lonely year
in the life of a law school administrator, neophyte or experienced, than
the one spent planning a new law school, without the help of colleagues.
He will be well advised to maintain as many affiliations with bar and
legal education organizations during this preparatory period, and to
attend as many gatherings of lawyers and legal educators as possible,
in order to stay current.
Texas Tech was extremely fortunate in securing the services of
Professor Justin C. Smith early in the preparatory process. He agreed
to join the new school in October 1966 and reported for duty on
February 1, 1967. His presence as a third member of the faculty aided
immeasurably with subsequent recruiting of the first-year faculty.
Although his title at that time was merely Professor, he had just
completed a year as Associate Dean of the National College of State
Trial Judges in Reno, Nevada. He thus brought administrative as well
as teaching experience to Tech. Upon his arrival he professed no
interest in further administration, but because of his experience in Reno
and elsewhere he was a well-organized producer. His mere presence in
residence would have done much to alleviate the loneliness of the first
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planning year, but his organizational ability added much to the
beginning of the School of Law. In 1968 he once again assumed an
administrative title, Associate Dean.
Prior to his service with the National College of State Trial
Judges, Professor Smith had been on the faculty of Western Reserve
University School of Law in Cleveland for 8 years and had practiced
in Oklahoma for 2 years. His academic background included a
bachelor of science degree in geology from Lawrence College in 1950
and J.D. and LL.M. degrees from the University of Wisconsin in 1954
and 1959. His main fields of emphasis are torts and legal medicine.
In November 1966, Professor Glen W. Shellhaas agreed to join the
faculty, although his contract at the University of North Carolina
prevented his moving to Lubbock before June 1967. Professor
Shellhaas is a native of Ohio and a graduate of Ohio State University
with an A.B. degree in 1941, and a J.D. with honors in 1943. Following
service in World War II, he returned to Ohio, where he practiced in
Bellefontaine for 17 years. He entered legal education in 1963 at the
University of Wyoming, where he remained until he joined the North
Carolina faculty as a visiting professor in 1966. His extensive practice
background led him quite naturally into the field of procedure, which
is his specialty.
Perhaps it was not necessary to have a third dean on
the first
faculty, but when Maurice B. Kirk, then Dean of the Drake Law
School in Des Moines, Iowa, indicated a desire to join the new school
in February 1967, the steps to fulfill that desire followed swiftly. Like
Professor Shellhaas, Professor Kirk could not assume residence in
Lubbock until the end of that academic year, but he too came
immediately thereafter, arriving in Lubbock in June of that year. A
native of Indiana, he obtained his A.B. and J.D. degrees from Indiana
University in 1943 and 1952. Some time later, after entering legal
education he obtained his LL.M. and J.S.D. degrees from New York
University, in 1957 and 1963. In addition to his deanship at Drake,
Professor Kirk had served as assistant dean during 3 of the 4 preceding
years at Washington University in St. Louis. Before that he had taught
at New York University, the University of Arkansas, and his alma
mater at Bloomington., His specialties include administrative law, legal
drafting, and contracts.
The final member of the charter faculty was Assistant Professor
Martin A. Frey, a colleague of Professor Kirk's at Drake.. A native of
New York, he obtained a bachelor of science degree in mechanical
engineering from Northwestern University in 1962. He commenced the
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study of law at Washington University in St. Louis, where Professor
Kirk was then teaching. Following receipt of his J.D. degree from
Washington University in 1965, he was a graduate fellow at George
Washington University in the District of Columbia, from which he
received his LL.M. degree. He then joined Dean Kirk at Drake, and
in May 1967 agreed to follow the dean to Texas Tech. His developing
specialty is in the public law area, especially constitutional law,
although he also taught property during his first 2 years at Texas Tech.
Professor Jones had been seeking additional professional library
assistance from an early date, and in the fall of 1967 Assistant
Professor of Law and Assistant Law Librarian Elizabeth M. Leeman
agreed to join the faculty. She assumed her duties in December 1967.
She has brought the most varied background to the faculty. She
obtained her A.B. degree from Winthrop College, South Carolina, in
1928, an M.A. from the University of Texas in 1939, a J.D. from St.
Mary's University of San Antonio in 1953, and her degree of master
of law librarianship from the University of Washington in 1961. Along
the way she taught in public schools and junior colleges for 15 years,
taught at St. Mary's School of Law in 1955, served as an editor and
reviser of municipal codes in Florida and Texas and as project manager
for computerized indexing of current state legislation for the American
Bar Foundation. For the 2 years before joining the faculty at Texas
Tech she served as Assistant Professor and Law Librarian at Florida
State University's new School of Law.
In a state the size of Texas, teachers from other law schools within
the state are another source of possible faculty for a new school. Just
as local attorneys were not to be included on the original faculty, it
was also decided early at Texas Tech that no faculty from other Texas
schools would be included in the charter group. The reasons for this
decision differ from those involved in dealing with practicing attorneys.
The most practical is that the new school must live with its sister
institutions for many years and an incoming "poacher" will not receive
friendly treatment for long.
Some local "flavor" is necessary in every law school, however,
and Texas needed representation at Texas Tech. Several members of
other Texas law faculties had inquired or applied for positions on the
first-year faculty, but all were discouraged in accordance with the
policy expressed above. The second year was another matter, however.
For various personal reasons, two ofthose individuals contacted Texas
Tech and were added to the new faculty in the second and third years.
The first of these locally established men was Professor Erwin A. Elias,
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who had been a member of the Baylor faculty for II years.
Academicians, unless situated exactly where they wish to remain for the
rest of their lives, cannot afford to stay in one place too long. Professor
Elias had reached that point in Waco. Although a native of Wisconsin,
he had decided that he preferred to teach in Texas. The new School of
Law at Texas Tech evolved at a fortuitous time, and Professor Elias
joined it in the summer of 1968. Another with public law interests, he
has concentrated in the areas of labor law, trade regulation, and local
government law. In the latter field he prepared and used in his classes
the first book deal ing with that subject in Texas. His academic degrees,
a B.S. in 1954 and a J.D. in 1956, were earned at Marquette University
in Milwaukee, and an LL.M. at the University of Michigan in 1957.
The first native Texan to join the faculty was Assistant Professor
C. Thomas Reese. He is a graduate of Sam Houston State College,
from which he obtained a B.S. degree in 1956. After several years in
the scientific field, he turned to the study of law and obtained his J.D.
degree from the University of Houston in 1966. He then served as a
Visiting Assistant Professor at Baylor University in 1966-67, before
pursuing further legal studies at the University of Michigan the
following year. He joined the faculty at Texas Tech in the summer of
1968. His field of emphasis has been property. In 1969, he assumed
administrative duties as Assistant Dean in addition to continuing his
teaching and research in real property.
Professor Murl A. Larkin was the third new faculty member who
agreed in the summer of 1967 to join the faculty in 1968. A graduate
of Southeastern University School of Law in Washington, D.C., in
1939, Professor Larkin had served 26 years as a lawyer in the Navy.
At the time of his retirement, he occupied the Navy's second senior
legal billet, that of Assistant Judge Advocate General. While in service,
he had served as Academic Director of the Naval School of Justice in
Newport, Rhode Island, and had contributed greatly to legal literature,
especially in the field of military evidence. He is the coauthor of the
text on that subject and completed during his first year at Texas Tech
a casebook and materials on the military judicial system. His emphasis
in teaching has been in the fields of evidence and military law.
The fourth and final member to join the new school in the fall of
its second year was Professor Walter Ray Phillips. A native of North
Carolina, he obtained his A.B. degree from its state university in 1954,
his LL.B. from Emory University in 1957, followed by an LL.M. in
1962. As in Professor Shellhaas's case, his practice in Georgia and
Florida led him quite naturally into the field of procedure, in which he
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has written and taught. In addition, he was for Several years a referee
in bankruptcy in Atlanta, which experience led him to emphasize that
area in his teaching also. He has coauthored a casebook on
bankruptcy.
Although it was early decided not to employ any Texans for the
charter faculty, an early candidate as a part-time lecturer from the
Lubbock bar was W. Reed Quilliam, Jr. A graduate of the University
of Texas with three degrees, B.A. in 1949, B.B.A. in 1951, and J.D. in
1953, he served in the legislature for 8 years while practicing in
Lubbock for 10 years. In addition he had taught for a year in the
School of Business Administration at Texas Tech. Because of a
combination of fortuitous circumstances, the School of Law was'able
to employ Professor Quilliam on a permanent full-time basis,
commencing in January 1969. During the preceding two semesters he
had been in residence at Harvard, where he obtained an LL.M. degree.
Professor Quilliam's fields of emphasis are contracts, legislation, and
taxation.
The second established Texas law professor to join the faculty at
Texas Tech, Professor Richard W. Hemingway, did so briefly in the
summer of 1968, but assumed his permanent duties in the summer of
1969. A graduate of the University of Colorado with a B.S. degree in
1950, he obtained his J.D. in 1955 from Southern Methodist.
Following 5 years of practice in Houston, he served briefly on the law
faculty at Houston before joining the Baylor faculty for 5 years,
followed by 3 more years at Southern Methodist. He had scheduled a
year of graduate study at the University of Michigan in 1968 and, after
receiving his LL.M., he returned to Lubbock permanently in June
1969. His field of interest is property, with an emphasis on oil and gas.
The senior member of the faculty, Professor George Neff Stevens,
also assumed his duties during the summer of 1969. He is a native of
Pennsylvania. His degrees include an A.B. from Dartmouth in 1931,
an LL.B. from Cornell in 1935, an M.A. from Louisville in 1941, and
an S.J.D. from Michigan in 1951. Following practice in New York
City, he served on the faculties of 10 law schools throughout the
country, and as dean of the University of Buffalo in 1951-52, of the
University of Washington 1952-63, and of Lewis and Clark in
Portland, Oregon, 1966-68. His publications include books and
numerous articles in the fields of procedure, judicial administration,
and the legal profession, the areas which he has emphasized in his
teaching. He is coauthor of a casebook on procedure, the first volume
to contain the Texas Tech School of Law imprint on the title page.
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The final member of the faculty through the fall of 1969 is
Assistant Professor Anthony N. Palizzi. He received his Ph.B. degree
from Wayne State University in 1964 and his J.D. in 1966. Following
a year at Yale, from which he received his LL.M. in 1967, he served 2
years on the faculty of the new law school at Florida State University.
His developing field of emphasis has been commercial law.
In recruiting a faculty the emphasis from the start has been on
classroom teaching ability. The interest and capability which the
faculty has shown there have carried over quite readily into individual
and small group discussions of an informal nature.
Ten of the first fifteen members of the faculty are admitted to
practice in Texas. Nineteen additional state bar memberships are
included in their backgrounds. Five have taught in other Texas law
schools and experience on more than 30 different faculties in 20
different states is represented in the group as a whole.
The faculty participates actively in the work of the Association of
American Law Schools, the American Bar Association, the American
Law Institute, the State Bar of Texas, the National Conference of
Referees in Bankruptcy, and many other professional groups.
On the campus, Professor Smith has served as deputy director of
the International Center for Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies and as
University representative to the Gulf Universities Research
Corporation. The faculty has been active in other disciplines, lecturing
and presenting courses in architecture, finance, journalism, and
military science.
THE STUDENTS

From the beginning, it was contemplated that a state-supported
law school of the first quality would attract the vast majority of its
students from its home state, Texas. They were attracted, and they still
are.
Nevertheless, the first class did include students presenting degrees
from considerable distances, from universities in Massachusetts and
Florida on the east coast and from California on the west. The second
class included students with degrees from South Carolina and
Tennessee and from Utah and Wyoming. The third included students
with degrees from Alabama, Virginia, and Iowa and several from
universities in California.
A plurality of students in each of the first three classes presented
degrees from Texas Tech. The ratios were 32 of 72, 23 of 63, and 26
of 85. Because many other schools, public and private, are included
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within the area which Texas Tech was designed to serve, a majority of
each of the first three classes came from institutions in West Texas.
However, degrees from 21 other Texas colleges and universities and no
fewer than 26 out-of-state institutions were represented in th'e first three
classes. Thus although no attempt was made to create a "national"
law school students came from considerable distances to attend the new
School of Law even in its infancy.
From the start, a sufficient number of applications was received
to permit the school to be selective in its admissions. The original class
of 72 students came from 217 applicants. With such selectivity, all of
the students had substantially more than a marginal chance for success
in the. study of law. Attrition, both voluntary and academic, was
extremely low. In fact, the first class went until mid-January before
losing a student to voluntary withdrawal. Ultimately four students
withdrew and 62 of the original 72 successfully completed the first year.
Applications increased approximately 10 percent the following
year, but because of inroads by the military draft only 63 students
enrolled. Further reductions brought the number taking finals to 53, of
which 47 were successful. In 1969, the third year, applications increased
to such an extent that many later applicants were encouraged to
postpone their entrance until 1970, if at all possible. Even with such
discouragement, applications increased more than 25 percent. The
limitations on the number of entrants in 1969 were necessary because
the permanent building for the School of Law was not scheduled for
completion until the end of the fall semester, and the rooms in the
school's temporary quarters would not conveniently hold greater
numbers.
THE CURRICULUM

Early bulletins of the School of Law have contained the following
statement:
The objective of the faculty of the School of Law is to train
young men and women for the practice of law anywhere in the United
States, whether it be as advocate, counselor, judge, or law teacher, in
accordance with the highest traditions of professional responsibility.
At the same time recognition is given to the use of law as a steppingstone to a career in government, politics, or business. The curriculum
and the methods of instruction will be designed to develop in the
student his highest potential, whatever may have been his reasons for
entering the school.
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It is felt that this objective can be accomplished best by offering
a relatively limited number of required courses followed by a broad
spectrum of elective offerings. The first-year foundation courses are
required: business associations, contracts, criminal law, legal research
and writing, procedure, property, remedies, and torts, a total of 30
semester hours. Beyond the first year, 10 additional hours in income
taxation, estate and gift taxation, and evidence are required for
graduation. The remaining 50 hours are wholly elective. Such a
program requires much counseling between students and faculty. With
relatively small classes and a faculty-student ratio of approximately
1:12, ample opportunity for that counseling is present. Ultimately the
ratio will be closer to 1:20. By that time, however, much student-tostudent counseling will occur. While such counseling may not always
measure up to that which a faculty member would offer, many
advanced students readily can dispense counseling which involves
information as distinct from evaluation.
A seminar or individual research project is required of all students
after the completion of one-half the hours needed for graduation. The
purpose of this requirement is to permit the student, in close
cooperation with a member of the faculty, to engage in original
research and writing in an area of mutual interest.
Approximately 70 to 80 percent of the students in the first classes
are taking the usual 3 academic years to complete their legal education.
However, at Texas Tech, as elsewhere in the state, a substantial number
are pursuing an accelerated program toward graduation which enables
them to receive their degrees in December of their third year. The
accelerated program requires full-time attendance during summer
sessions between the first and second and the second and third years.
The School of Law at Texas Tech has been inviting the deans of
other outstanding law schools as Distinguished Visiting Professors
during each summer session. The first such Distinguished Visiting
Professor was W. Ray Forrester of the Cornell Law School, in 1968.
Dean John W. Wade of the Vanderbilt University School of Law
served in 1969.
From the outset, the School of Law at Texas Tech has planned
to offer the doctor of jurisprudence (J.D.) degree. As more and more
law schools required a baccalaureate degree for admission, a trend
developed in the 1960's to change the basic degree from the bachelor
of laws (LL.B.) to the J.D. The Board of Directors of Texas Tech
requested permission to grant the J.D. in 1967, but the Coordinating
Board, Texas College and University System, had established a policy
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that the degrees from all four state-supported law schools should be
uniform. The University of Houston and Texas Southern University
expressed a desire to change their degree from LL.B. to J.D. early in
1968. Finally, early in 1969 the University of Texas also voted to
change. The Coordinating Board approved, and the first J.D. degrees
from Texas Tech are-scheduled to be awarded in December, 1969.
Having required a baccalaureate degree for admission from the
beginning, the school deemed it only appropriate that the degree upon
graduation be the doctorate.
Cocurricular programs designed to take the student out of the
classroom and into situations and forums in which he would serve as
an attorney were introduced from the start. All students participate in
practice courtroom activities at the appellate level during their first
year and are able to continue to do so throughout their period of law
study. Experience at the trial level is available in the third year. The
Law Review published this, its first issue, in the fall of 1969, edited by
the first class in the School of Law. Under the able direction of
Professor Frey, the emphasis in the early years will be on student
material rather than that of attorneys and faculty members. However,
this initial issue is an exception to that policy. The Law Review is
looked upon as one of the finest educational experiences in the Law
School for those fortunate enough to participate.
The faculty agreed from the outset that student development is
greatly aided by frequent and varied contacts with those engaged in the
active practice of law. Students unable to participate actively in
specialized programs are encouraged to attend meetings of the
Lubbock County Bar Association and various continuing legal
education programs. They are also encouraged to visit the state and
federal courts in Lubbock and are escorted to some court sessions in
groups.
A few students participated in the activities of the Lubbock Legal
Aid Society from its inception in 1968, although no organized program
in that field is scheduled until 1970.
Student organizations appeared at an early date. The Texas Tech
Student Bar Association was formed in 1967 to promote the objectives
of the School of Law, including an appreciation for fair and impartial
administration of justice, the furthering of the professional ethical
understanding of the students, cooperation and association among
students, faculty, and the bar, and the encouragement of active
relations between the School of Law and the University.
Also organized during the school's first year, the Law Wives of
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Texas Tech wished to foster, through joint pursuit of common interests,
better acquaintance and mutual understanding among women whose
husbands are preparing for or engaged in the legal profession.
The establishment of legal fraternities and sororities was a matter
of considerable discussion during the second year of classes. Sam
Rayburn Chapter of Phi Alpha Delta was installed on September 6,
1969, and the Victor H. Lindsey Senate of Delta Theta Phi was
installed on September 20, 1969. Active steps are underway during the
current semester to install a chapter of the Kappa Beta Pi legal
sorority.
PHYSICAL FACILITIES

Despite the full commitment of the Board of Directors and the
administration of Texas Tech to provide a permanent building for the
new School of Law, it was impossible for those quarters to be
completed in time for use by the first entering class in the fall of 1967.
During the course of the dean's early visits to the campus, it
became clear that there was no space sufficient in, any one part of the
campus to house all aspects of the new school. Library space might
have been made available in the new university library building, but
offices would not have been available nearby, and at that time no
available classrooms were in that area of the campus. It was therefore
decided that the School of Law should commence its operations in
"temporary" buildings, familiar on virtually every campus. In this
way, a sufficient number could be assembled in one location in close
proximity to each other to provide all the basic elements needed for a
school of law.
In the spring of 1966 when this planning occurred, Texas Tech had
arranged to purchase 19 former barracks buildings from Sheppard
Field, Texas, near Wichita Falls. Actually they were the second stories
of 19 two-story barracks. To house the School of Law, seven of the
19 were placed on the north edge of the campus, on the south side of
Sixth Street between Boston and Canton Avenues. Through the
excellent cooperation of Miss Evelyn Clewell, the Director of
Institutional Studies and Space Utilization, the interiors of the
buildings, each approximately 80 by 30 feet, were altered to
accommodate the needs of the new school. Three of the buildings were
assembled side by side for the law library, providing one building 80
by 90 feet to house the library collection and offices and supporting
work areas -pending completion of the permanent building. (Perhaps the
most important alteration occurred in these three buildings, where the
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floors received extra shoring to support the weight of the library
collection.)
In that spring of 1966, Professor Jones was asked to estimate the
space needed through the fall semester of 1968, by which time it was
contemplated that the permanent building for the School of Law would
be completed. He did an excellent job in this regard. Quarters were
planned to accommodate a collection of approximately 35,000
volumes, the number anticipated by the end of the third semester of
instruction. Unfortunately delays-occurred during the planning period
and the collection has gone substantially beyond the 40,000 volume
mark as indicated earlier.
The only other building necessary at the outset in the summer of
1966 was the one needed to house the dean and the office staff. The
interior of that building, too, had been restructured to better
accommodate the needs of the school. The workmen had barely
finished the alterations when Mrs. Evelyn Gaffga, the dean's secretary,
reported for work on the morning of July 19, 1966. She arrived about
an hour before the dean and spent that time sweeping out the building.
It was so new on campus that it had not been added to the custodial
schedule. By the time Mrs. Ann Burbridge assumed her duties in
September 1966 as Administrative Assistant, the School of Law was
well established in its temporary quarters. Sufficient additional office
space was included in this building to house the first-year faculty.
The classroom building was three buildings to the east of the
offices. One half of one of the intervening structures served as the Law
School Commons and locker room, where the students could relax and
visit between classes, at lunch, and during afternoon and evening coffee
breaks. It was the other half of this building which served as the library
annex after February 1969. The other of the seven buildings was used
for examinations and occasional large meetings during the first 2 years
of the law school's existence, although most of its use was by other
departments of the university. Commencing in the fall of 1969, it also
was used by the School of Law as its third classroom. During 196768, two buildings similar in appearance to the barracks which housed
the School of Law were constructed adjacent to and just south of the
original seven. Although not originally planned for the School of Law,
more than one half of one of them became additional offices for law
school faculty. The other, constructed as interviewing offices for the
University Placement Service, has done double duty as offices for the
law review staff, albeit on an irregular schedule. During the busy
interviewing months, the law review staff members have become
displaced persons.
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During the entire period, starting from the employment of the
dean in February 1966, plans were underway for the permanent
building. In fact the dean's first act was to forward to Lubbock in
March 1966 a program planning guide setting forth the number, size,
and to some extent the interrelationship of spaces to be included in the
permanent building. During a visit to Lubbock in April 1966, Dean
Amandes and Professor Jones spent several hours with Howard
Schmidt, consulting architect for Texas Tech, and the man responsible
for preparing preliminary plans outlining the physical space needs of
the various schools and departments. Subsequently Mr. Schmidt met
Dean Amandes in Salt Lake City to tour the facilities of the University
of Utah School of Law, thought by many to be the most attractive law
school building then in existence, and later met the dean in Champaign,
Illinois, to analyze the University of Illinois School of Law building,
thought to be the most functional law school building. Later Mr.
Schmidt toured the School of Law of the University of Denver, which
contained several unusual features. In addition, more than 30 other law
school buildings were visited in the process of planning the permanent
building at Texas Tech. At each of them, the prime question to be
answered was, "What would you do differently next time?" Often the
question did not have to be asked, for the resident faculty guide usually
made it the focus of his comments during the tour.
Mr. Schmidt and his staff worked diligently in preparing the
proposed preliminary schematic drawings and accompanying data
pointing toward a request for federal matching funds. Such delays as
have occurred in the originally projected schedule for the completion
of the building came largely in connection with the request for these
matching funds. Three submission dates were available annually,
although the first in each fiscal year was the most desirable.
Attempting to meet it in the summer of 1966 would have prevented the
thorough planning desired, so submission was delayed until the October
1966 deadline. Unfortunately, the failure to meet the summer
submission date ultimately resulted in the denial of any federal
matching funds, for the full allocation to institutions in the State of
Texas for that year had already been exhausted by applications
submitted in the summer of 1966. Fortunately, the administration and
Board of Directors of Texas Tech recognized that the School of Law
could not remain in its temporary quarters. They were determined to
go forward with the proposed building with or without federal financial
assistance. There had been some question whether to resubmit the
application for federal matching funds at the start of the following
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fiscal year, but the political climate was such that prospects did not
appear to warrant further delay on the slight chance of federal
assistance.
While that question was still unresolved, the award-winning
architectural firm of Harrell & Hamilton of Dallas was selected on
December 19, 1966, as the project architects for the building. Howard
Schmidt's office forwarded to Harrell & Hamilton the distillation of
its work on the project to date. Even before the contents of the reports
were digested, the first of many conferences began which included the
dean, Professor Jones, and shortly Professor Smith. The utmost in
cooperation has been received throughout the project. Howard W.
Schmidt and Associates from their first meeting with the dean and
Professor Jones in April 1966 could not have been more understanding
and helpful. Similarly, not enough can be said for the talent and
assistance of Harrell & Hamilton. Only after they fully understood the
function of each of the areas of the proposed building and only after
they accommodated those functions and their interrelationships did
they turn to the stylistic housing. That they have done a masterful job
with the design concept is illustrated in some sketches included
elsewhere in this issue. It is abundantly clear why they had received the
Award of Merit of the American Institute of Architects and the Honor
Award of the Texas Society of Architects.
Bids were opened for the new building on July 9, 1968, ground
breaking ceremonies were held on July 20, 1968, and completion of the
prime contract is scheduled for November 15, 1969. As this is written,
it appears clear that H. A. Lott, Inc. of Houston, the prime contractor,
will meet that deadline with no difficulty. Following a short period for
the installation of carpeting and fixed furniture, the School of Law of
Texas Tech University should be fully housed in its impressive new
quarters for the spring semester of 1970.
TEXAS TECH LAW SCHOOL FOUNDATION

It was recognized from the beginning that additional sources of
funds beyond those provided by the state were necessary for the law
school to operate at a level of excellence. With this in mind, the
Lubbock County Bar Association contributed approximately $2500 in
1966 to create a fund to pay the travel expenses involved in recruiting
the first faculty members. Subsequently a similar sum was contributed,
largely by members of the Association, to establish the Victor H.
Lindsey Memorial Fund to honor the late judge of the 72nd District
Court.
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In 1967 as the first students were about to commence their studies,
the idea for the Texas Tech Law School Foundation evolved, mainly
through the efforts of Geo. W. Dupree, senior partner in the Lubbock
firm of Crenshaw, Dupree & Milam. Incorporated on October 16,
1967, the Law School Foundation was conceived as a vehicle for
expanding the Law School's contribution to the life of the profession
and the community. In establishing the foundation as a nonprofit
entity, its sponsors envisioned it as a device to develop the school's full
potential, especially in the years immediately following its creation.
Mr. Dupree served as Founding President of the Foundation and
has remained active in its affairs. In the fall of 1968 he indicated a
desire to be relieved of the presidency because of declining health, at
which time he w.as succeeded by Mr. Allison, who had been Executive
Vice President. Stepping into the latter position was G. H. Nelson of
the Lubbock firm of Nelson, McCleskey & Harriger. Other members
of the original Board of Trustees of the Foundation included Dr.
Clifford B. Jones of Lubbock, former president of Texas Tech; Marion
T. Key of Key, Carr, Evans & Fouts in Lubbock; Dr. Grover E.
Murray, President of Texas Tech University; Paul New, Esq., of
Denver City; Garland Smith of Smith, Mcllheran & Jenkines in
Weslaco; and the Honorable Truett Smith, judge of the 106th District
Court of Tahoka.
Within the Foundation, attorneys and others who have felt a
commitment to aid the school in achieving excellence have become
Fellows of the Foundation. Income from their contributions of $1000,
in a lump sum or spread over a period of up to 10 years, aids the
scholarship, practice court, and law review programs.
Scholarships were established at an early date, most within the
framework of the Foundation. The Texas Tech Ex-Students
Association offered four during each of the first 2 years of the school's
operation, which were of considerable assistance in those years.
Another scholarship available from the opening of the school was that
of the Lubbock Bar Auxiliary. At the start of the second year John F.
Maner, Esq., of Lubbock created a scholarship in memory of a former
Lubbo'ck attorney, Lawrence F. Green. At the same time, E. R.
Finney, Esq., of Amarillo created two scholarships, one in memory of
Hugh H. Cooper, late Amarillo attorney, and the other to honor Mr.
Finney's partner, J. W. Sanders, Esq. Also in 1968, the Hereford firm
of Witherspoon, Aiken, Thomas & Langley established a scholarship.
In 1969, Mrs. J. C. Clark and David G. Clark contributed the
first endowed scholarships to the school in memory of their son and
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brother, William C. Clark, a Lubbock attorney and a member of the
Class of 1942 of Texas Tech.
In 1967 Geo. W. Dupree and his wife, Sarah H. Dupree, endowed
an award which stands to become the most prized by the members of
each class. It is presented annually to the member of the graduating
class who, in the opinion of his colleagues, best exemplifies the ability,
integrity, and sense of professional responsibility desired in one soon
to join the legal profession. Consideration is given to his academic
record, to the leadership he has provided, and to the contributions he
has made to the Law School and the community.
ACCREDITATION

It should be clear to anyone who has read this far that the School
of Law at Texas Tech has been well received by the public in Lubbock
and West Texas, by the bar throughout the state, and by the
University. It is easy to understand, therefore, that accreditation of the
School came at the earliest dates possible from each accrediting
agency.
The Supreme Court of Texas tendered provisional approval in
June 1967 before any students were enrolled. Texas Tech is the only
school ever to be so honored. Final approval came in June 1968, again
the earliest date it had ever been granted.
In February 1968 the Council of the Section of Legal Education
and Admissions to the Bar of the American Bar Association granted
provisional approval. This approval permitted graduates of the School
of Law to apply for admission to practice in all 50 states of the Union.
This action subsequently was ratified by the Section and the House of
Delegates, again at the earliest date of a school's existence in the
history of the American Bar Association. Final approval is expected
within this academic year, during which the School will produce its
first graduates.
Because several new state-supported law schools have been created
in the past few years, the Association of American Law Schools has
revised its procedures to grant membership at an earlier date than was
true in the past. Texas Tech received its visitation inspection in March
1969. A favorable report was filed by the visitation team composed of
Professor Orrin B. Evans of the University of Southern California,
Professor E. Wayne Thode of the University of Utah, and Professor
Mortimer D. Schwartz of the University of California at Davis. The
Committee on Accreditation subsequently approved the report, and in
accordance with usual procedures the Executive Committee has placed
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the School of Law of Texas Tech University on the agenda for
membership vote at the December 1969 meeting, once again the earliest
date possible under Association procedures. A favorable vote is
expected.
CONCLUSION

The School of Law, Texas Tech's first graduate professional
school, evolved and has developed during the presidency of Dr. Grover
E. Murray. The first non-Texan to serve as president of Texas Tech,
Dr. Murray has opened new horizons for the University. As the
preceding comments indicate, the School of Law is a participating and
contributing factor to those expanding horizons. Those of us presently
associated with the School look forward to making further
contributions in the years to come.

