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Abstract 

In the past ten years various state legislatures have proposed immigration 
 
reforms acts that have drawn the attention of the Hispanic population. These articles of 
 
legislation affect the Hispanic community, both legal and illegal immigrants, by 
 
making the racial appearance of some Hispanics a criterion for suspicion and 
 
investigation. This research is an attempt to find what factors can lead to the 
 
unification of Hispanic foreign born to voice their concern about the direction of these 
 
reforms. I look to the church as a starting point to bring together the people affected by 
 
these reforms, to organize and educate this group of Hispanics. My purpose is to 
 
quantify the likelihood of churches leading these people forward to social progress. I 
 
use the Pew Research Center’s Hispanic Center 2004 National Survey of Latino: 
 
Politic and Civic Participation to create indexes and to analyze models to better 
 
understand the church as a conduit for civic activism.  
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Chapter I 

Introduction 

In recent years some US states such as Arizona, California and Alabama have 

introduced policies that incriminate people who have a certain racial features in a 

declared attempt to fight illegal immigration. Bills such as Arizona’s SB1070, Alabama’s 

HB56, and California’s HR4437 have criminalized an ethnic group (Hispanics) and made 

them targets for further discrimination.  These policies have legitimized the targeting of a 

group based on their appearance.  Fortunately the federal government has had the 

foresight to intervene, and challenge the constitutional adherence.  It is obvious that these 

policies are popular because of widespread   frustration for lack of immigration reform.  

States with large immigrant populations have to carry the weight of providing the 

resources needed by this population, such as offering educational services.  The native 

population of these states sometimes view or are made to view the immigrants as a drain 

on resources that are already tight.  This perspective of immigrants as a burden leads to a 

growing contempt for the immigrants.  These immigrants have few ways of contesting 

this animosity, given that some of the Hispanic population does not have the right to vote.  

The lack of voting power leaves the majority to elect officials with the same views, 

without much of a challenge. 
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The Hispanic population in the United States is, like other racial and ethnic 

groups, marginalized.  They are economically exploited by the low wages they receive 

and the long hours they are forced to work in order to support themselves and their 

families.  This group is also exploited politically by legislation and practices that target 

their existence indirectly.   Policies such as citizen status checks are typically practiced 

on those with a Latin American appearance.  Unlike most other ethnic groups with low 

influxes of new immigrants, the Mexican-American population derives from active 

migration.  Given the large presence of immigrants in this group, they do not have  a 

significant amount of voting power so they have to rely on other means to have their 

voice heard such as protests and rallies.  These rallies serve as a platform for those with 

issues and are not able to vote together with those who might have similar concerns and 

who do have the power to vote. 

If we look back in history, church organizations played a role to help organize the 

African American Civil Rights movements. My thesis started with this simple question: 

does church play the same role in the current civil rights movement of the Hispanic 

immigrants as it played in the African American Civil Rights movement?  Churches 

provide parishioners with resources that are needed, for Hispanic immigrants Churches 

provide sanctuary, education, health clinics (Hagan, 2003;Zhang & Zhan, 2009), and 

assistance in legal matters. (Hondagneu-Sotelo, et al., 2004) They also serve as rally 

points for different action on different issues.  Churches are a place where concerns about 
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the direction of the government are heard and plans of action are discussed.  The church 

is the perfect place to initiate civic action to gain attention to a certain issue. 

The issues affecting Hispanics are issues that will affect the nation as well.  Most 

of the bills that have been attempted by the states have ramifications that go beyond the 

issue of migration.  The Hispanic immigrant is generally a cheap labor resource that helps 

keep the economy’s price competitive.  Hispanic immigrants are not only a cheap labor 

source but often do the jobs that most American citizens would not perform.  The main 

sector that suffers from the loss of the immigrant labor pool is that of agriculture.  Some 

of our crops can only be harvested by hand; this requires people to work long hours 

carrying sacks of fruits throughout orchards and fields.   Construction is another industry 

that suffers from the loss of this labor pool.  Heavy construction creates some dangerous 

environments in which people can have physical harm from external forces, such as 

falling, or internal forces, such as dehydration.   

My goal for this research is to analyze what variables provoke social activism 

amongst Hispanic foreign born.  I will first look to levels of religiosity to establish if 

church exposure will increase the likelihood of civic activism.  The next goal would be to 

prove that there is a higher likelihood of civic activism based on religious affiliation.  

Finally I am going to see if citizenship has any influence on the likelihood of civic 

activism. 
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In the first part of my thesis I will review the material that presently covers the 

topic of religiosity and civic activism amongst Hispanic foreign born.  In this section I 

will discuss the historical aspect of this topic and current events that might relate to the 

topic.  I will provide a theoretical framework to describe the interaction between Hispanic 

foreign born and the church, that would create a rise in civic activism. 

The following section will describe the methods I used in the research.   I will 

clearly define the variables used in the research. I will discuss how I created indexes and 

recoded variables to gain the information I am seeking.  I provided distributives of each 

of the variables. 

The next section of the thesis will cover the actual analysis of the variables and 

what the analysis tells us of each of the hypothesis.  The analysis will consist of OLS 

regressions in which different variables are applied to the model to find the results of the 

proposed hypotheses.   In this section interpretations of the regression results will also be 

discussed.   

In the concluding section I will include some elaborations on the results and what 

caused them.  I will present some possible contextual reasons for the findings.  I will also 

include the limitations of the study and ideas for future research.   

This research will add to the breadth of knowledge in the field.  My findings will 

provide some falsifiable conclusions.  The research in the current field is light with few 

quantifiable findings.  Most of the resources are based upon isolated cases which are hard 
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to generalize to the general public.  This research will provide the field with a better 

understanding of how a group, that lacks the most fundamental form of civic action, 

organizes to have their needs met. 
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Chapter II 

Literature Review 

For many years, the church has been a rallying point for people of all origins to 

come together to gain resources needed in their lives.   The church has still maintained 

some of its civic importance in this current era.  This thesis will provide evidence that the 

church still serves some important civic functions.   

Most of the illegal immigrants come to our nation with little resources to make a 

living in a new country. Therefore they often turn to outside sources to have their needs 

met.   Immigrants use the churches as places to worship but also to gain much access to 

resources, such as child care, general health clinics, and English classes ( Hagan, 2003; 

Zhang & Zhan, 2009).  Church is a way of gaining financial resources and sometimes as 

a source of social stimulation (Campion, 2003). Because immigrant lives and resource are 

so dependent on the church, immigrant often offer time and energy to aid the church in 

any struggles the church might encounter.  Often members of a church would get 

organized to serve the interest of their place of worship; this gives the church power to 

change some civic and political organization (Hondagneu-Sotelo, et al., 2004).   

“…A shop foreman helped place believers in factory jobs or more 

desirable shifts; networks of middle-class women furnish migrants’ 

apartments and ensure newborn babies had proper clothing; and 
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public officials provided prestige, social acceptance, and access to 

public resources (Schiller et, al., 2006).” 

It is common knowledge that families and ethnic enclaves aid immigrants in 

resource allocation and employment.  This research is looking to the more unique 

resources that churches provide in order to aid the transition of these migrants to their 

new surroundings.  This study will examine how immigrants and churches become 

intertwined to fashion a source of political influence.   

The churches gain more civic influence with increased membership.  The 

increased membership allows for more exposure to a larger audience through the 

member’s network ties.  The church members organize to form rallies, protests (Coutin, 

1998; Hondagneu-Sotel, 2004), financial contributions, and franchise backing.   Most 

Immigrants are not able to vote, which is a fundamental way to become civically active.  

Though this immigrant population lacks the ability to vote, they often advocate for their 

churches in different ways.  It would serve the church’s interest to keep their 

congregation large.  The large congregation serves as a resource to advocate for the 

church’s concerns and values.  To maintain the immigrant population, churches give 

support in any way possible to help these people either stay longer or in some cases gain 

legal residence in our nation (Coutin, 1998; Hondagneu-Sotelo, 2004).   

One of the examples of how church can improve immigrants’ situation is the 

opposition manifested by church representative’s vis-à-vis laws that criminalize illegal 
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immigrants. When Congressional Bill H.R. 4437, which would criminalize unauthorized 

immigrants and those who aided them, was proposed, Cardinal Roger Mahony of the 

Archdiocese of Greater Los Angeles stated that he and his clergy would not comply 

(Kotin et al., 2011).  The church’s interests along with their faith are aligned with the 

aiding of immigrants’ safety and justice.  The Cardinal went further to threaten a loss of 

the Latino vote to politicians. The Cardinal also organized candle light vigils to bring 

awareness and prayer to the issue.  

The year 2005 in particular offers context unique context to analyze how 

religiosity and Civic Activism are related.  The congressional bill HR 3347 sparked a lot 

of unrest in the Hispanic community.  Not only was this bill under review but other 

ordinance were coming to light that criminalized the Hispanic immigrant in different 

regions of the US.  Mahony blamed this rise in xenophobia on the Government’s lack of 

creating a comprehensive immigration reform that allowed immigrants efficient means of 

attaining citizenship.  This was echoed again in recent years during the debates of 

Arizona’s SB 1070 and Alabama’s HB 56, which allowed law enforcement stop and 

detain people with a reasonable suspicion of illegal immigrant status. The year 2005 

created a good setting to see Hispanics in the face of injustice, and how they get 

organized to face the problem.   

There has been a history of ethnic exclusion practices going back to the year 1908 

with the Gentleman’s Agreement.  In which the US and Japanese government 
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collaborated to only allow non-labor immigrant to the US.  There was further action 

make the Japanese immigrant ineligible for naturalization.  This action was to curtail the 

competition that was rising in the labor market.  The Oriental migration to the west 

region of the US place oriental immigrant in direct competition with whites for labor 

positions.(Boyd, 1971) 

The congressional bill sparked a movement entitled “Act Today, Vote 

Tomorrow,” and behind this slogan many Faith Based Organizations petitioned for a 

middle ground to the extremes of Bill HR 4437.  Another group, headed by Rev. 

Rodriguez was called the National Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference [NHCLC].  

This Group had similar interest to those of Cardinal Mahony, but unlike Mahony’s group, 

it included multiple denominations.  One of the major aims of this organization was to 

“Give Voice to the Voiceless” (Espino, 2007).  The congregation of Arch-diocese of Los 

Angeles, under Cardinal Mahony and the NHCLC, under Rev. Rodriguez, both used 

methods of petitioning politicians and appealed to newspaper, such as the New York 

Times for some legitimate immigration reform that would maintain the God given Right 

to Human Dignity and Respect.  The leaders of these two FBO’s used the implied threat 

of losing the Latino vote as a means of leverage.   These two organizations held voter 

registration drives, marches and gain access to TV spots through their relationship with 

politician.   
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These religious leaders, like Mahony and Rodriguez, used the teaching of the faith 

to address the issues that faced both the immigrants and the churches those immigrants 

attended.  Mahony and Rodriguez used the notion of complying with a “higher law”.  

They used this rhetoric to appeal to Catholics and Protestants alike to join in the 

campaign for human right for Hispanic immigrants.  Rev. Rodriguez gave an ominous 

warning to other Evangelicals who were not as concerned about reform, “Where were 

you when 12 million of our brothers and sisters were about to be deported and 12 million 

families disenfranchised?”   Rev. Rodriguez threatened a lack of involvement in the 

concerns of the immigrants, would result in a lack of concern for other matters.   

These religious leaders gain their influence from the pool of parishioners.  Most 

of the Hispanics immigrants belong to the Catholic Church (Pew Research, 2007).  

Although studies show that a significant percentage of those born Catholic tend to choose 

an evangelic church later in life (Pew Research,2007), a large proportion of them remain 

Catholics through their life. The Catholic Church has been cited as taking a proactive 

approach in fighting the civil injustices that surround the church and it congregation 

(Menjivar, 1999).  This faith takes matters into their own hands, which would lead the 

follower to do the same.  The Catholic Church approaches issues with faith, prayer, and 

with secular action, expressing their views in a public arena.  This leadership may take 

shape in many different forms from organizing a protest to petitioning parishioners to 

vote in a manner that is congruent with their faith and in the benefit of the church.  The 

church has also publicized their view by demonstration.  Demonstrations allow 
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immigrants, who cannot vote, to give influence by discussing their views and to enlighten 

others to their side of the argument.  

In some of the struggles faced by these immigrant communities, religiosity 

has provided a platform for the mobilization of immigrants and their 

supporters, the empowerment of the involved organizations and the 

transformation of the national political climate around immigration reform 

(Kotin et al., 2011).   

The church can also support a certain political figure to gain the votes of 

immigrants. These immigrants can either vote for the political figure or back them with 

resources, financial or time.  This type of church support is present in all elections.  Every 

election year churches give guidance to their congregation as to which candidate has 

congruent values and concerns with the church (Brown, 2011).  These candidate gains 

some special consideration by the members of the congregation when it is time to cast a 

vote, volunteer, or give monetary contributions.  For this reason, the church gains some 

direct influence over some civic issues.  Churches have the ability to call upon these 

elected officials to help in civic injustice.   Given that these church aided in their past 

election and possible future elections, elected officials would try to listen and address the 

concern that the church may have.    

The immigrants have a certain sense of obligation toward the institution that has 

helped them find a way in the new world they arrived in.  The church provides shelter for 
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these traveling persons when there is little that is familiar to them.  The feeling of 

obligation resulting from this protection during times of need is the reason why most do 

all in their power to protect the church's interests.   This is why the church is a good 

ignition point able to trigger social reform for those with immigrant status.  There is a 

give and take to for both parties involved in the exchange.  The immigrants take 

resources and aid from these churches and in return give assistance in any possible way.  

The churches take the influence that is provided by these immigrants and gives back aid 

in return.  

  

Theoretical Considerations 

Because of this ‘give and take’ process between church and immigrants, the relationship 

between religiosity and civic activism can be then described using exchange theory.  This 

theory examines relationship in regards to cost and rewards.  This is usually oriented 

around a dichotomous relationship in which both parties perceive the rewards they get 

from the relationship are maximized and that they would not receive better incentives 

from other relationships.  Both parties establish a comparison level (CL) which is what 

they expect to receive from this relationship.  There is also the comparison level 

alternative (CLalt) to consider, this is the measure of what each party would likely 

receive if they were not part of this relationship.  For an exchange to continue the value 
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of CLalt must not be more desirable than CL.  This relationship is at some level mutually 

beneficial for all parties involved. 

 The theorist that gives some more insight to exchange theory is Peter Blau.  Blau 

discusses a micro to macro approach to exchange theory.  His approach focuses on how 

groups are formed, what keeps them together, the recruitment of new members and how 

the balance of power is established within the group?  For this study I am going to apply 

his discussion on the exchange of power.  Blau states that there is an exchange of gift that 

goes on between parties, most of the time these gifts are reciprocated equally, person a 

buys person B a lunch, with the expectation that person B will return the favor with a 

future lunch, and not a pack of gum.  These kinds of exchanges are easy to maintain and 

are not geared to have some leverage over another person ( Blau, 1974).  

 In the negotiation of power, however, one party tends to give the other party 

something that is not likely to be equally returned.  This creates a sense of obligation for 

the recipient of services and aid.  Through the gift that is given, the giver receives loyalty 

in return for gift that was bestowed.  This gift giving establishes a hierarchy relationship.  

The recipient is pressured by social norm of reciprocity, to provide a return until the gift 

is repaid.  This understanding of the negotiation of power aids in understanding why 

Hispanic immigrants are so loyal to their church.  This is not to say that the Hispanic 

immigrant is a slave, but a willing advocate for an institution that has done so much for 

immigrants in the past and present.   
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With exchange theory in mind we analyze immigrants coming to the United 

States seeking resources to navigate their way through the new environment in which 

they have arrived.   We are considering immigrants and church as two agents/actors 

involved in an exchange situation. On one hand, immigrants are looking for ways to meet 

their general needs to survive while not getting deceived by strangers in the new country.  

The church is a check point upon arrival for them to gain their bearings and to figure out 

how to proceed forward (Hagen & Ebaugh, 2003).  They use their peers inside the church 

to help them find employment in the area.  Immigrants who are members of a church 

receive aid and resource benefits that non-members might not gain access to.  Without 

the church the immigrant might be forced into undesirable situations.  Social Networks 

with in the church aid the immigrant in day to day activities like going to the bank or 

store,  finding a place to live (Smith-Hefner, 1994) and sometimes finding an intimate 

partner, in an indirect way (Campion,2003).  The church offers social gathering for these 

immigrant in which they can safely go and mingle.  The church also facilitates sending 

remittances back to the families in their home country ( Hagen & Ebaugh, 2003).    

These immigrants also gain a resource to overcome anomie and alienation in a 

new country.  Through these churches immigrants are able to gain exposure to American 

culture while still retaining some sense of tradition and heritage.  This concept is 

discussed in Segmented Assimilation Theory (Portes & Zhou, 1993), in which people 

take on aspects of the host culture that are desirable while holding on to traditional 

aspects of their home culture.  The church serves as a safety net where immigrants can 
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come back to gain a sense of home while adjusting.  The Church also gives immigrants 

an identity that allows them to be admitted in to mainstream culture, through religious 

affiliation.  The immigrants are able to find common bonds with other citizens through 

commonality of religion and or church.  Immigrants receive intangible resources to 

complement the social resources that are easier to spot.  

The church also benefits from having a large immigrant population in their 

congregation The church faces the same changing society like all other long standing 

institutions.   The church has to find a way to stay viable and keep its congregation 

numbers.  Most churches are not too supportive of doctrine reform, so they look to 

outward sources of new membership. Churches gain access to these migrants’ lives’ 

thorough missionary work and through a historical tradition (Lawson, 1998).  For the 

Catholic faith there was a conquest of the land in which all of the inhabitants were forced 

to convert, establishing a long history in Latin America.  Today Catholic Missionaries 

engage in community building, through which they display their moral values, which 

leads the natives to convert.  This method of community building is also used in 

Evangelical missionaries to gain natives in their faith.  When the immigrants move to the 

host nation they are well aware of the doctrine of the church and conform to it.  The 

current congregation is of the US and is aware of their options in regards to faith.  If 

current congregation does not like the policy of the church it is likely to follow another 

faith, which would decrease the number of attendees.  The existence of a large immigrant 

population, more attached to the doctrinal faith and reluctant to change it, allows the 
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church to maintain its doctrine without any revisions to fit contemporary society of the 

United States.  These immigrants had limited religious options back home and are more 

likely to keep the faith that they were raised in or converted to while in their nation of 

origin.  Without this immigrant population, churches would not only lose their influence 

to keep their doctrine unchanged because of shrinking in the number of people who 

attend their church, but they would also be more likely to undergo some reforms to keep 

congregation numbers up.   It would be less effort to aid the immigrants in their stay here 

than to argue "up the chain" for reforms. As stated above, with the increase in the number 

of members brought by immigration, the church sees an increase in civic influence, as 

well as avoiding the need for doctrine revision   (Lawson, 1998). 

Through its parishioners, the church also has the numbers to put pressure on 

politicians when it is time for a change.  As stated, above the importance of Hispanic vote 

is growing and it is gaining more and more influence in today’s politics.  Leaders of 

churches advocating for both legal and illegal Hispanics use the threat of loss of 

constituents to gain policy changes that they would like to see.    Both groups of Hispanic 

are usually affected by these types of policy.  This was visible in 2004 with the proposed 

HR 4437 bill, and is also visible with recent bills that wish to marginalize immigrants.  

The votes that would be lost usually make politician think twice about outright betrayal 

of the church and its values.  This is why; when the church speaks they usually have a 

politician listening.    



Texas Tech University, Martin Gonzales, August 2012 
 
 

17 
 

For both parties CLalt is less desirable than there CL.  Because the CLalt is less 

desirable to both parties they continue the relationship with each other.  There have been 

several studies on how immigrants use the church resources when migrating but there 

have been few on how the church benefits from the migration.  This is why I chose to 

examine how a person’s religious observance affects their likelihood or propensity to 

engage in activism.  The question left unexamined is to what extent the two are related.   

The hierarchy, this is to say the social order that is established between the church 

and its parishioners, is established through the churches’ offering social and 

psychological resources, which most immigrants cannot pay back.  Most immigrants 

have nothing but presence to offer the church for their gifts.  At an individual level, one 

immigrant does not help the church that much, but as a group immigrants give churches 

what they need to maintain their existence and to influence change in their environment. 

Immigrants would logically be inclined to display loyalty to an institution which is 

fighting for their human rights.  The church is more than glad to give resource to 

immigrants to be able to use their numbers to better amplify the church’s voice of their 

interest.     

There has also been a lot of literature on immigrants and the usage of religion 

during migration using qualitative methods, but very few if any have used a quantitative 

method as a means to make their findings to be generalizable.  The qualitative research 

served as location to start the formation of concepts that comprise this research.  Now we 
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must take this insight provided by the previous research and build something that can be 

tested.  I would like to conduct research that can be used for the purposes of theory 

construction in the field.   The findings of this research will be able to be replicated and 

easily falsifiable.  This research will make understandings the trends in religious practices 

and civic activism of the Hispanic immigrant more uniform.  This will provide a spring 

board for future research in the field.   

There are three hypotheses that I would like to analyze given the information 

provided by the literature review.  These questions will guide my research to create an 

accurate depiction of what possible stimuli will cause the best setting for immigrants to 

engage in civic activism to produce a society in which they can earn the “American 

Dream.” This is the first one: 

H1: There is a positive relationship between civic activism and religiosity 

amongst Hispanic foreign born.   

The researcher is trying to establish if church attendance is a trigger for foreign 

born Hispanics to participate in civic activism.  Both parties, the church and immigrants, 

have civic needs that are facilitated through this mutual relationship between the two 

groups.  Through exposure to current events by the church, Hispanic immigrants are 

prompted to address the issues of their culture and or church.  The nudge that the church 

gives through educating and organizing, gives the immigrants an avenue to have their 

interest heard.  
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The second hypothesis is stated below. 

H2: There is a positive relationship between civic activism and religiosity 

The hypothesis is a reflection of the material found in the resources on the 

subject.  The researcher has found evidence that Catholics have a more proactive 

approach to civic activism than Protestants, in particular Evangelical (Menjivar, 1999).  

The research was not able to find an item in the survey that defined Mainline versus 

Evangelical, therefore the researcher used the more general protestant definition.  

Another reason for this assumption is that Hispanic is still predominantly Catholic in 

faith (Pew Hispanic Center, 2007).  These two reasons are why the researcher predicts 

this relationship. 

The third hypothesis is: 

H3:  There will be a positive relationship between civic activism and citizenship. 

Becoming a citizen would entail learning about the U.S. government.  The more 

the person learns about the way our government works, the more they are able to fully 

utilize the system to gain influence.  The gaining and using of influence is civic activism.  

This is the way a foreign born person uses and understands the leverage they have in the 

governmental system. 
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Chapter III 

Dataset 

The data used in this study come from the 2004 National Survey of Latinos: 

Politics and Civic Participation.  The Survey is provided by the Pew Hispanic Center.  

The funding for this research was provided by Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation.  The 

sample consisted of 2,288 Hispanics.  The participants were eighteen years of age or 

older at the time of the survey.  The survey was administered from 4/21/04 to 6/9/04.  

The method used for sampling was the Stratified Disproportionate RDD it was conducted 

in 48 states.  The Sample was weighted to recreate a true representation of the 

distribution of Hispanic adults in the United States.   

 The data has more items that can be used to fill the Civic Activism construct.  The 

deficit of the data is that it does not provide a conclusive question to establish immigrant 

status.  For the purposes of this study, the researcher narrowed the sample data to those 

that were foreign born.  This classification was provided by item number 3 which states: 

“Were you born in the United States, the island of Puerto Rico?”(PEW Hispanic Center, 

2004)  This constraint narrowed the sample size to 1,299.  From this point forward the 

research will use ‘foreign born’ and ‘immigrant’ as synonymous unless otherwise stated. 

For each item used I converted responses consisting of “refuse” or “don’t know” into 

missing data. 
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Chapter IV 

Methods 

 For the research I needed to construct two indexes to measure religiosity and civic 

activism.  I collect several different items from the survey to create a better measure of 

each concept.  Given the nature of the sample, I needed several exceptional ways of 

measuring Civic Activism.  Religiosity consisted of fewer items which limits the true 

findings of religiosity.  These indexes will aid in constructing models for the research of 

Civic Activism in foreign born Hispanics.  For clarification, the items used in the scales 

are downward oriented, in which the lower the score in an index the higher the presence 

of the concept is in the respondent.  If a person has a low score in religiosity, then they 

are actually very religious.    

 The Civic Activism Index consisted of items that took in to account different 

avenues in which a person can use to become civically active.  Foreign born often do not 

have the right to vote in general elections.  These people have to use other avenues to 

voice their interest in policy.  This index consists of different ways in which a Foreign 

Born Hispanic can have their influence.   

 The first item was qn 8 from the survey: “How much attention would you say you 

pay to politics and government?” This question shows to what extent the respondent is 

involved in politics or if s/he has any interests in   the current affairs in the United States.  

The person cannot be civically active if they are unaware of the issues.   
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The next item used was that of qn11A which states:  “People express their 

opinions about politics and current events in a number of ways.  In the United States, in 

the past year, have you contacted any elected official, or not?”  This question measures to 

what extent a person is willing to contact an elected official.  This is one way in which a 

person who is foreign born can express his opinion about policy.  This is a way to be 

engage civically by letting elected officials know of your agreement or disagreement of 

the direction of the office and more generally the government.   

The next item used in the index was qn11b which follows: “People express their 

opinions about politics and current events in a number of ways.  In the United States, in 

the past year have you contributed money to a candidate running for public office, or 

not?”  This denotes to what extent a person supports a candidate.  Foreign born will likely 

have limited amount of earnings so it would be more burdensome for these people to give 

to any cause that does not further their families interest.  The person must really feel that 

the candidate will likely look out for their best interest.   

The next question used from the survey is qn11c which asks: “People express 

their opinions about politics and current events in a number of ways.  In the United 

States, in the past year have you worked as a volunteer or for pay for a political 

candidate, or not?”   The question illustrates how dedicated they are to a candidate.  

Working for a political candidate is a way in which a foreign born person can be civically 

active without taking too many resources from themselves or their family.  The working 
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for the candidate is a way in which the person is able to contribute toward the election of 

a person they believe will help their interest in the long run.   

Another question in this index is qn11d which states: “People express their 

opinions about politics and current events in a number of different ways.  In the United 

States, in the past year have you attended a public meeting or demonstration in the 

community where you live, or not?”  Attendance at public meetings and demonstrations, 

at the very least exposes you to the issues which are present in today’s society.  If these 

event cause enlightenment then they will likely have ways in which you can lend you 

support for the cause.  The events serve as a avenue for the willing to find ways into 

which they can get involved.   

The next question in the index is qn11e which states: “People express their 

opinions about politics and current events in a number of ways.  In the United States, in 

the past year have you Attended a political party meeting or function, or not?”  This 

question addresses the foreign born person’s exposure to popular views in politics today.  

Once the person is aware of the different views they can decide whether they are align 

with their understanding of the issues.  If there is alignment they will likely aid in any 

way possible to help the candidate to get elected.  If there is misalignment then they will 

likely back the opposition or do nothing at all. 

The last question included on the civic activism index is qn16 which asks: “Some 

Hispanics/Latinos are more concerned about government and politics in their country of 
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origin than in the U.S.  Others are more concerned about the government and politics in 

the U.S.  How about you?  Are you…?” This question was recoded for the alignment of 

the index.  If the respondent was “more concern with the government of their country of 

origin” or “uncertain/don’t care/no opinion,” they received a score of three.  If they were 

equally concerned about both governments, then they received a score of two.  If the 

response was that they were more concern about the U.S.’s government, then they 

received a one.   

This index was constructed to take into account different ways in which a person 

can be civically active in spite of their ability to vote in elections.  It was constructed as a 

sum of the answers to the questions included. The values of the index vary from 9 to 29.  

This index is a way to understand the influence that foreign born Hispanics have on 

elections and policy in a more complex way.  The dataset offered many different avenues 

of civic activism for the best representation of all possible ways in which an individual 

can have his opinion heard and understood.  This index has valid values for 1,222 cases.  

Table 4.1 Civic Activism

 N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Civic activism 1222 20.00 9.00 29.00 19.2677 3.75234
Valid N  1222      

 

The other index that I constructed was that of religiosity.  This index contained 

three items.  The construction of this index is the best possible way of measuring 

religiosity with the questions that were available from the dataset.  The index serves as a 
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way to have a more in-depth way of understanding how religious a person is.  This index 

is more useful than just asking a person how often they attend church. 

 

The first question in the index is qn12a which states: “Next I would like to talk 

with you about volunteer (spending time helping without being paid for it) activity.  In 

the past year have you volunteered your time to any church or religious group?”  The 

question is a way to measure how dedicated they are to a church.  Spending time for free 

helping others is a virtue of most religious faiths.  A religious person, who gives of their 

time and energy to a cause the congruent with the churches beliefs, is likely more 

religious than those who do not.   

The next question that is used in the index is qn69a which asks: “How important 

is religion in your everyday life: the most important thing in you live, a very important 

thing in your life, somewhat important or not important at all?”  This question establishes 

where a person places religion in their list of priorities.  People have a list of what is 

important to them from day to day.  People live according to the demands placed on them 

form the priorities. For some it is religion for others the priority is work or social life.  

People live their lives according to what they value in this instance religion is the value 

and thus people will try to go through their day in a way to reflect their religious identity.   

The last question used is qn70 which follows: “Aside from weddings and 

funerals, how often do you attend religious services?  Would you say more than once a 
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week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or never?”  This 

question addresses church attendance.  The more religious a person is the more they will 

attend church services and or functions.  If the person is not strongly religious, they will 

likely have lower attendance.  This question is an understanding of how religious a 

person is, not how spiritual a person is.  The researcher understands that it is possible for 

a person to be spiritual and not religious.  For the purposes of the study, the research is 

trying to understand the social aspect of religiosity, which is more communal based as 

opposed to the more individual orientation of spirituality.   

The multiple ways of measuring religiosity has more substance than asking the 

respondent if they are religious.  This index will draw a fuller picture of how actually 

religious a person is.  This index had 1,273 valid values.  The religiosity index will 

establish how devoted and dedicated a person is to their faith and its teachings.  The 

religiosity index will aid in answering my first hypothesis.   

Table 4.2 Religiosity

 N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

religiosity 1275 8.00 2.00 10.00 5.2944 1.91848
Valid N  1275      

 

For the second hypothesis the researcher had to create two more variables that 

established whether someone was Catholic or Protestant.  Both of the variables were 

derived from item number qn71 which states: “What is your religious preference? Are 

you Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, some other religion, or no religion?”  We declared 
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response 9 “refuse” into missing data.  For the Catholic variable we coded Catholic as 1 

and all other possible responses were converted to 0.  The researcher did the same for the 

Protestant variable except Protestant was converted to 1 and all other possible responses 

were converted to 0.  The researcher did attempt to create an Evangelical Variable.  The 

Evangelical variable was derived from question number qn 73 “Would you consider 

yourself born-again or evangelical Christian, or not?”  The constructors of the survey 

created a summary table of religion and created the variable “born again protestant or 

some other Religion/Christian.”  I used the responses from the summary table to create 

the Evangelical variable.  I coded response 9 “refuse” into missing data; I coded “born 

again protestant or some other religion/Christian” as 1 and all other possible responses 

into 0. The frequency table only produced187 Evangelicals in the sample. 

 

Table 4.3 Religious Affiliation 

 Catholic Protestant Evangelical  

Yes 340 76 187   

No 959 1223 1094   

N 1299 1299 1299   

 

Finally for the third hypothesis we took item number seventeen and recoded it to 

answer whether or not citizenship lead to more civic activism.  The first thing the 

researcher did was to claim the missing variables, 8 and 9 which were “Don’t know” and 
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“Refuse.”  Next the researcher coded “U.S.” Citizen as a 1 and coded “currently 

applying,” “planning on applying,” and “not planning to become a citizen” as 0.  I titled 

the new variable Citizen, which had 1,274 cases.  

Table 4.4 Citizen 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 

Non-citizen 932 71.7 73.1 73.1

Citizen 343 26.4 26.9 100.0

Total 1274 98.1 100.0  

Missing System 25 1.9   

Total 1299 100.0   

 
 

The researcher drew his conclusions from OLS regression of a model which 

included variables that commonly influence the propensity to take part in civic activism.  

All the regressions used civic activism as the dependent variable to find what 

independent variables cause the increase in civic activism.  The multiple regressions were 

run including and excluding different variables to establish significance and influence.  

These variables were placed into a model that consisted of age, income, gender, 

and last completed grade of school to compliment the variables of interest.  The age 

variable had two aspects to “age” and “age2” [age squared] in the original regressions 

both variables were include.  The reason for using the two variables was to establish if 

age was related linearly or quadratic ally to the dependent variable.  When placed in the 
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regressions, age2 variable was not statistically significant, which allowed the researcher 

to conclude that there is a linear influence of age on civic activism. From this point 

forward the researcher decided to only use age.  

 
Table 4.5 Age

 N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

75. What is your age? 1272 77 18 95 38.71 14.744
Valid N  1272      

 
Income was a summary table with the least amount measured being 5, 000 

annually.  The most that was measure was 200,000+ annually.  The questions allowed for 

certain ranges to remain ambiguous.  The ambiguous amounts were “less than 5, 000,” 

“less than 30, 000,” “more than 30,000 less than 50, 000,” and “50,000+.”  If the 

respondent chose to keep income vague they could they had these options to choose 

from.  If the respondent were more willing to disclose the increments of measure for 

income were at 5,000 dollar increments starting from 5,000 and ending at ending at 

50,000.  There were some more opportunities for the respondent to be more discrete 

starting at 30,000 and ending at 60,000, where the variable has 10,000 increments.  From 

this point forward the increments change from 15,000 to 50,000. 

 
Table 4.6 Income

 N Range Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Income 1073 28 1 29 8.62 6.595
Valid N  1073      
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Gender was answered by item number qnd18.   This item gave no “refuse” or 

“don’t know” options so all who took the survey had to answer the question.  This 

variable is very reliable and was used to draw the sample number from. 

 
Table 4.7 Gender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Female 607 46.7 46.7 46.7

 Male 692 53.3 53.3 100.0
 Total 1299 100.0 100.0  

 
 

Education was measured by item number qn74.  The possible answers started 

with “none or grade 1-8.”  The next possible answer was “high school incomplete.” The 

next were “high school grad” and “GED.”  The survey assigns a higher number to 

“GED,” which might create some bias in results.  The next option was “Business, 

technical, or vocational school after high school,” this was followed by “some college but 

no degree.”  The next option is “college graduate,” this was followed by the highest 

ranking “post-graduate training/professional schooling after college.” 

 
  



Texas Tech University, Martin Gonzales, August 2012 
 
 

31 
 

Table 4.8 Education

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 
Percent 

Valid None, or grade 1-8 394 30.3 30.8 30.8

 
High school incomplete 
(grades 9-11) 

311 24.0 24.4 55.2

 High school grad 286 22.0 22.4 77.7
 GED 28 2.1 2.2 79.8

 
Business, technical, or 
vocational school after high 
school 

47 3.7 3.7 83.5

 Some college, no 4-year 
degree 

131 10.1 10.2 93.8

 College graduate 63 4.8 4.9 98.7

 
Post-graduate 
training/professional 
schooling after college 

17 1.3 1.3 100.0

 Total 1277 98.3 100.0  

Missing Refused 22 1.7   

Total 1299 100.0   
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Chapter V 

Results 

 H1 stated that: There is a positive relationship between civic activism and 

religiosity.  The researcher placed the religiosity index among the other variables in the 

model; age, income, gender, and education.  The model produced an R squared of .098.  

The F test indicates that the slope improve predicting power by 21.9% which is 

significant at .001.  The model was statistically significant at .000.  Age, education, and 

gender were significant at .000.  The betas from age, education, and gender were; -.171, -

.167, and -.141 respectively.  Income was also significant at .004 with a beta of -.094.  

Religiosity produced a beta of .027 and was not statistically significant.  In this model the 

most influential variable is age.  The least influential was the religiosity index, which 

actually was reducing the likelihood of participating in civic activism and it was not 

significant.   

Table 5.1 Regression of Religiosity on Civic Activism 

 Beta b Standard Error Significance 

Age -0.171 -.571 0.103 0 

Gender -0.141 -1.024 0.222 0 

Income -0.094 -.051 0.018 0.004 

Education -0.167 -.308 0.06 0 

religiosity 0.027 .046 0.052 0.384 

R2 0.098    

N 1017    
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The model displays that the religiosity index did neither have a significant impact 

on civic activism nor did the index lead in the correct direction amongst the sample.  This 

leads the researcher to understand that religiosity has no effect on civic activism amongst 

foreign born Hispanics.  Given the outcome of the model the research has to conclude 

that there is no evidence to support this hypothesis 

H2 asked the question of which faith of the ones discussed in the literature has the 

most influence on civic activism.  The researcher ran multiple regressions in which the 

model’s common variable remained the same but the each faith was run separately then 

finally together.  The researcher tried to establish if Catholic faith was statistically more 

civically active than protestant.  It is important to note that there was no way to establish 

Mainline Protestant from Evangelical Protestant.  The distinction is one that is made in 

the literature (Menjivar, 1999), that Catholics have a more proactive approach to civic 

activism.   

The first regression was that with just the Catholic variable (Model 1).  The model 

itself was significant at .000 with an R squared of .094.  The model kept the same 

variables that were used in the previous regression, age, income, education, and gender.  

The Catholic variable was then added to the model.  Age with a beta of -.168, income had 

a beta of -.091, education’s beta was -.168, and gender had a beta of -.134. All the model 

variables were significant with income being the least significant of the four at .004.  The 

model prediction power was improved by 21.1% versus using the average level of civic 
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activism.  The model was significant at .000, leaving the researcher to accept that there is 

less than a .1% chance this outcome was by accident.  The Catholic variable was not 

statistically significant at .671.  The variable did produce a beta of -.013 among the 

sample. 

The next regression included the normal model variables, age, income, education, 

gender, with the inclusion of the Protestant variable (Model 2).  The model was 

significant explaining 9.6% of the variance in civic activism.  The model’s F indicates 

that the slope improved the predicting power of the model by 21.7%, with significance at 

.000.  Age’s Beta was -.170.  The Beta for income was -.090.  Education resulted in a 

Beta of -.164.  Finally Gender had a Beta of -.134.  The most influential variable in the 

model was age.  Age, income, education, and gender all retaining significance, the least 

significant was income at .005.  The protestant variable was nearing significance at .09 

and produced at beta of -.051.  Protestant seems to have the more influential of the two 

variables of interest, Catholic and Protestant.   
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Table 5.2 Regression of Religious Affiliation on Civic Activism 

 Catholic Protestant Either or 

 Beta Standard Error Significance Beta Standard Error Significance Beta Standard Error Significance 
Age  -

0.168 
0.102 0 -0.17 0.102 0 -

0.169 
0.102 0 

Gender  -
0.134 

0.219 0.005 -
0.134 

0.219 0 -
0.136 

0.219 0 

Income -
0.091 

0.018 0 -0.9 0.018 0.005 -
0.091 

0.018 0.005 

Education -
0.168 

0.06 0 -
0.164 

0.059 0 -
0.165 

0.059 0 

Catholic -
0.013 

0.248 0.671    -
0.044 

0.278 0.184 

Protestant    -
0.051 

0.437 0.09 -
0.071 

0.489 0.035 

R2 0.094   0.096   0.098   
N 1026   1026   1026   

35 
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To see the variance explained by both of the faiths the researcher ran another 

regression with both catholic and protestant in the model to establish how much these 

two faiths contribute to the model over all (Model 3). This model had the lowest F at 

18.3% at a significance level of .000.  This tells us that the other two models show the 

most improvement in terms of predication power.  The model used the same variables 

that were used in the previous regressions, age, income, gender, and education, all of 

which retain their significance.  Age produced a Beta of -.169, the most influential.  

Education produced a Beta of -.165.  The Beta for income was -.091.  Gender 

produced a Beta at -.136   The Protestant variable gains some significance at .035 with 

a beta of -.071, while the Catholic variable is still not statistically significant with a 

beta of -.044.  The regression is statically significant.  The model explains 9.2% of the 

variance in civic activism.   

When Catholic and Protestant are measured separately neither of the variables 

are statistically significant, but when combined they both show improvement.  The 

Catholic variable never gains significance, and when placed in the model alone 

actually deters from higher measures improving the measure of civic activism.  The 

Protestant variable always improves the propensity to engage in civic activism but 

only gains significance in the model that included both the Protestant and the Catholic 

variable.  This means …The researcher has to conclude that the Catholic identification 

does not lead to higher levels of civic activism as opposed to Protestant.  With this we 

have to reject the second Hypothesis. 
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The third hypothesis states that being a citizen has some effect on civic 

activism on foreign born Hispanic people. The citizen variable was placed into all 

regressions that were run to answer the previous hypotheses.  In each of the 

regressions the beta of citizen did not yield significance.  I ran another regression of 

the model without any other variables of interest in the model.  The model was 

significant at .000.  The F of the model tells the researcher that the predicting power is 

19.9% better than just using the average of the measure of civic activism.  Gender 

produced a beta of -.132 which was statistically significant at .000.  The education 

variable produced a beta of -.162 with significance at .000.  Age’s beta was -.145 with 

a significance of .000.  Income’s Beta was -.087 which was significant at .009.  The 

citizen variable did produce a beta that was in the right direction, -.035, but the 

variable was not statistically significant, .307.  The researcher has to conclude that 

citizenship has no bearing on this measure of civic activism.  This find is likely due to 

the non-inclusion of voting in the measure of civic activism.  The model explained 

8.6% percent of the variance found in civic activism.   

5.3 Regression of Citizenship on Civic Activism 

 Beta b Standard Error Significance  
Age  -0.145 -.039 0.009 0  
Gender -0.132 -.962 0.222 0  
Education -0.162 -.299 0.061 0  
Income -0.087 -.047 0.018 0.009  
Citizen -0.035 -.281 .275 0.307  
R2  0.086     
N 1012     
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Chapter VI 

Discussion 

 In the first hypothesis we found no support to the hypothesis that religiosity 

has a positive effect on civic activism.  This could be due to the alienation that 

immigrants feel when they move to the country.  They are unable to change things for 

the better and thus do not get overly involved in U.S. politics.  There is a detachment 

from the host nation in terms of attempts to have their voice heard.   The immigrant is 

likely waiting for the next change and makes adjustment accordingly. 

 Also though there are several ways to score in the civic activism scale the 

immigrants may not have the time or skills required to perform most of these 

activities.  Hispanic immigrants mostly come to earn money for their families back 

home.  If they have time to volunteer for a campaign then they have time to work.  

Another problem is that these immigrants might not have the proper skills to type or to 

manage a phone line.  So due to lack of money, time, and resources immigrants may 

not be free to help campaigns or to organize or attend a rally. 

 The second hypothesis looked at the two main religious affiliations amongst 

Hispanic in the U.S., Catholic and Protestant.  The hypothesis stated that Catholics 

would have a higher civic activism score than those of the Protestant affiliation.  In the   

Literature there was the distinction of Evangelical Protestant as one of the main 

sources of support for the pursuit of Civil Rights for Hispanics.  I attempted to create a 
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distinction in the classification of Protestant.  When the Evangelical variable was 

constructed, there were too few cases to be able to have any relevance, thus I changed 

to the more broad Protestant definition.  This could be a reason for the low influence 

on civic engagement.  The protestant sample may have consisted of people who were 

not clear on the one item in the survey that helped indicate Evangelical, Whether they 

were born again and thus may have led to an over representation of mainline 

Protestant.   

 The Protestant and Catholic coefficients were not significant in their individual 

regressions.  Protestant only gains significance when both affiliations were in the 

regression.  This is why I have concluded that there is little difference in between the 

two affiliations in regards to civic activism.  Given that religiosity was not a 

significant indicator of civic activism, this is not a surprising conclusion.   

What was surprising was that Protestants had higher scores of civic activism.  

This could be a result of the foreign born understanding of immigrant in my analysis.  

I used the item that indicated if a person is foreign born, they were immigrant, which 

is not always the case. Protestants might engage in more civic activism because there 

might be more citizens in the sample.  If this is the case with the protestant sample 

then then they might have more leisure time, due to their rights as worker that are 

provided by the government.  With higher wages and the likelihood of promised set 

hour they have more time to donate towards a cause.  
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The finally hypothesis looked to whether being a citizen promoted the 

likelihood of engage in civic activism.  Given that the activism index did not include 

voting but time other means of participating in civic involvement, this hypothesis was 

a logical and insightful question.  As stated before, the question of foreign born as a 

good indicator of immigrant status was still unaddressed.  This is why I thought it 

would be interesting to see if Hispanic citizens engaged in civic activism as well as 

immigrants.  I hypothesized that they were more likely to engage in civic activism 

because they could vote, and though voting was not part of the index, the fact that they 

can vote gave them an interest in the outcome of elections and rally for support of 

their interest.   

The regression did not yield anything conclusive.  It would seem that citizenry 

had little to with becoming civically active.  This is likely due to the lack of interest in 

the government that is prevalent in the nation today.  American just vote for who they 

agree with and just deal with the fallout. Americans do not want to invest time and 

energy into something that they feel they have little sway over.  It is likely that the 

Hispanic citizenry vote and leave that to be their lone contribution to the government 

and policy.  

There were some limitations to the research that I would like to address.  The 

first was that of the Foreign born as the way to establish immigrant status.  There are 

some instances in which a person who was foreign born can still has U. S. citizen 
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status if the parents are both citizens.  Using foreign born might have falsely inflated 

the findings if citizenry was found to lead to civic activism amongst Hispanic, which 

hypothesis three did not support.   

Another limitation is that there was not enough case or ways of distinguishing 

Evangelical Protestant.  There was only one question that could be used to identify 

Evangelical.  The constructor of the survey did incorporate this into a summary table 

to create an evangelical status but it was still too vague and unclear, born again alone 

does not denote evangelical.    This might have sharpened the findings for the second 

hypothesis making the effect of evangelical clear 

The measure of income was also less consistent than one would imagine.  

Given the nature of the sample one might not get the truest response when it comes to 

income.  Upon reviewing the way that income was constructed on the summary table, 

it was interesting to find that there was inconsistence interval of income. The same 

ranges had different interval for the person to pick from.  This might have led to the 

slight inconsistency in significance.  Though in all of the regressions income was 

significant, a consistence interval measure would create more efficient measurement 

of income.   

Another limitation of this survey was the time frame in which it was 

administered.  It was conducted from April to June in 2004.  While yes that was an 

election year, it might be too early for people to have gotten involved in.  Some people 
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might wait till the smoke clears and each party selects it candidate to get involved.  It 

might have been better to wait until the following year allowing people to take as 

many opportunities to participate in the election process.  

Understanding this survey, I believe it would be interesting to see if the 

propensity to take part in civic activism has increased or decreased eight years later.  

Again we have legislation that is being passed by states, that creates criminals out of 

people who are pursuing the American dreams through old fashioned work ethic.  It 

would be interesting to see if after we elected our first black president if minorities 

feel more empowered to their voices have heard.  I am inquisitive to see if the 

Hispanic population has become more self-aware in recent years. 
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