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Body of the Holocaust 
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For our project we chose to represent the victims of the Holocaust as a chalk outline that you would see if 
somebody was murdered. The man standing above represents the faceless perpetrators and in some ways 
Germany as a whole. For today’s culture we only have a broad representation of the Holocaust. When 
people talk about the holocaust they don’t talk about all the groups that were persecuted under the Nazi 
Regime. For our project we chose to represent a group on each body part so that when put together we have 
the full body of victims represented. In today’s culture it is important for all culture to be represented and 
that no group be forgotten especially when it come to the Holocaust. For our project we chose to use a 
multitude of arts and craft supplies in order to represent our victims:  
 

For Homosexuals we chose to use tissue paper in all different colors to 
represent the gay pride flag.  As well as that we used felt for their patch 
in the concentration camps. 

 

 

For Ethnic Poles we chose to draw the Polish flag as the body’s leg 
and include various other materials that represent different victims 
from Poland. We used felt for Polish concentration camp patches and 
tissue paper to represent Polish Priests. 
 

For disabled people we used felt fabric to represent a peg leg and 
red fabric for blood that they shed because they were the first 
victims. We chose to leave the rest black because we wanted to let 
our audience know that we can never represent and truly 
understand what happened to these people. 
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For the Gypsies (Sinti and Roma) we chose to represent their badge 
and their flag to represent their unique culture.   
 

For Intellectuals we chose the head for its relation to the brain and 
other parts of thought. We thought the placement was good 
because it also represents a voice for people speaking out therefore 
it was appropriate to give that group the head and the mouth. 

 

 

For the body we chose to draw a simple concentration camp uniform 
with the Star of David because Jews represent the main body of victims 
from the Holocaust.  
 

We chose to have a totally symbolic piece that makes our observers think about all the victims of the 
Holocaust not just what they already know. We chose to use different materials because not all cultures are 
cut and dry and can be represented by one thing. We hope that everyone thinks about all the victims next 
time they discuss this period in history and that these people’s memories are not forgotten.  
The advantage in our presentation is that we try to represent all the victims and we do not focus on just one 
group in particular. It is important that we have visual representation of all victims and that they all get their 
place in the sun. We want to make our audience think critically about other victims along with the Jews. By 
representing them all with their symbols we hope to give homage to those who died even though they were 
not persecuted en masse.  
Even though we try to represent all groups we cannot represent every single person and every single reason 
for why somebody may have died in a concentration camp. Even though we drew lines we cannot represent 
the family’s and the peoples live that were destroyed even though they might not have been directly 
persecuted. Also, our project in our opinion is sort of crude we wish we had a more artistic person in our 
group to do artistic justice to our piece. 


