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Deep Skin 

The focus of our object is the effect trauma has on survivors and their memories. This type of 
trauma occurs in first hand survivors only, even though trauma can be passed down and have 
different residual effects in survivors children. Our representation allows the viewer to better 
understand the profound effect that the Holocaust had on those primary survivors. The aspect of 
memory that we decided to focus on emphasizes how traumatic experiences (like the Holocaust) 
can affect a person for an entire lifetime, even subconsciously. Even though new experiences 
create new memories and new layers, the deep skin does not renew itself and continues to harden 
over time. This type of coping mechanism is still relevant in our culture today because PTSD 
continues to be an issue for veterans, assault victims, and many other types of trauma victims. 
Trauma transcends culture, race, religion, etc. There isn't one specific demographic affected by 
PTSD and the many ways of processing of trauma and experience. 

We used a doll to represent Delbo, whom we got our inspiration from for this project. We 
decided to leave the dolls face unmarked to depict how a victim may look just like any other 
human being on the surface, the layer that people initially see. We then used a knife to cut deeper 
into her skin in places that may usually be covered by clothes to show that people don't 
necessarily see her trauma right away. These cuts were a representation of the deep traumatic 
memories that wont ever go away or renew themselves. We then used the paper chain link snake 
around her neck to represent her external memory, the layer of skin that constantly renews itself 
like a snake shedding. The paper mache with the Jewish hate speech covering some of her cuts is 
a representation of the trauma she went through and her attempts of covering it up and trying to 
get over what she had endured. Everything together represents the multifaceted layers of her 
memory and the way different levels of trauma are processed, whether that pain is temporary and 
sheds with renewal or is deep hardening over time and sticks with her forever. We then stood her 
on a shoe box covered with newspaper headlines about the Holocaust to show that when she 
talks about the trauma she endured she isn't speaking from her deep memory which is a place of 
emotion but from her external memory which is a place of facts, like a newspaper.  

The advantage of our object is the ability to represent the complexities of survivor memory   
which is represented with the multiple layers. Her External Memories are represented by the 
snake around her neck to show that this type of layer sheds and renews itself over time. This 
layer contains factual memories that can processed and controlled. Deep Memories, 
subconsciously based, are shown through her scars and wounds with the hard mache, this layer 
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contains memory of the senses and emotion that cannot be properly processed or controlled. 
Deep memory will stay with the Victim for the rest of their lives. 

The disadvantage of our object is the inability to represent individual memories and 
experiences. Our object emphasizes the aspect of collective memory, therefor it cannot 
adequately display personal trauma and specific memories. While all the victims of the 
Holocaust had it extremely bad, those who had it the worst weren't able to come back. Therefor 
their experiences and personal memories are lost and unable to be represented. 

Digital Documentation 
 

We started to cut her legs and arms with a sharp knife to create her deep memory wounds. 
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A closer look at the cuts. 

We then made a mixture of warm water and glue for the paper mache. 
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We then ripped up printer paper and dipped them in the mixture of warm water and glue in order 
to get the paper to stick to the doll and harden. 
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We wrote religious slurs on the paper to represent the way society labeled her and viewed her 
during her traumatic experience. 
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This our finished project with the doll on her shoe box stand covered in newspaper headlines 
from the Holocaust. The flames represent collective suffering, specific memories and images 

were purposefully not used. 

We wanted our audience to better their understanding of memory and trauma and how it is 
processed by those affected. Our representation is crude in the sense of her nudity and obvious 
wounds but we wanted our viewers to feel emotion and truly connect to the victims collective 
experience as best as they could without actually experiencing this themselves. Our thought 
process and our object are both symbolic in nature. Our representation is symbolic since we 
didn't actually portray any one persons personal experience but rather made an interpretation of 
the collective experience of the victims.
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