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ABSTRACT 

Higher education on the Llano Estacado frontier 

appeared soon after the initial settlement of the region 

during the latter part of the nineteenth century. The 

purpose of this study is to explore the origins of the 

earliest colleges of the Llano Estacado frontier which were 

founded before 1900. 

Using traditional historical methods, the researcher 

consulted primary and secondary sources in archives, 

libraries, and museums and gathered data from maps, 

pictures, letters, contracts, tapes, interviews, and scripts 

of interviews. Materials used in this study were found in 

Amarillo, Canyon, Midland, Abilene, Austin, Dallas, Fort 

Worth, Waco, Plainview, and numerous other small communities 

located in the Panhandle and on the South Plains in Texas. 

The results indicate that these institutions were 

remarkable in many ways. First, they were products of a 

frontier culture and reflected a grand scope and vision. 

Second, they required many human and fiscal resources. 

Finally, the people provided for their own needs in the 

absence of government action. 

This study shows that, if history serves as a model for 

the future, planning and policy decision making precedes 

development or expansion of colleges today. The 

institution-community relationship then becomes tantamount 
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to success. The human initiative which brought about 

colleges on the frontier provides valuable insight to 

developing colleges today. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Late in the nineteenth century on the Llano Estacado 

frontier in Texas (Figure 1), small town after small town in 

the region raced to incorporate county seats, establish 

schools, and build churches. Sometimes before any permanent 

foundations of government, primary education, or religion 

were laid, the founding fathers of these settlements pledged 

land and money to build institutions of higher education. 

Most of the resulting institutions were little more 

than diploma-granting schools and hardly comparable to the 

colleges and universities of the twentieth century, but they 

were grandly visualized in the minds of their builders. 

Brubaker (1968) calls these colleges "Hilltop Colleges" (p. 

71), the common term applied to these institutions which 

were founded a short distance outside of town. Other names 

appropriately given to these institutions were "Soonover 

Colleges" (Clark, 1919), "old field schools" and "cornfield 

schools" (Eby, 1925), "Ghost Colleges" (Jones, 193 9), and 

"Frontier Colleges" (Church & Sedlak, 1976). Whatever the 

name, the concept was the same: institutions built on 

little more than a promise and a dream. 

Other distinguishing characteristics of these 

educational institutions included using the term college in 
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the institutional title and enrolling young adults who 

intended to secure jobs in the teaching field or business. 

The curriculum of these institutions was geared toward 

immediate employment or toward transferring students to 

Baylor University or the University of Texas, the two 

recognized universities in the state at that time. 

The most unique feature of these colleges is they were 

built on the edges of the ever westwardly expanding American 

frontier. Forbes (1962) broadly defines frontier as a 

"meeting point where two forces come up against each other, 

whether they be groups of human beings or such vague things 

as 'civilization' and 'wilderness' or 'knowledge'" (p. 65). 

Thus, frontiers in America began with the colonists on the 

East Coast and continued wave-like for many years all the 

way to the West Coast and beyond. 

The concept of frontierism for this study includes both 

the physical challenges and psychological mindset of the 

settlers as they challenged the new land and its native 

inhabitants. In the Llano Estacado, frontierism included 

all of the predictable physical elements of settling a raw 

land: the lack of potable water and proper food, the Indian 

depredations, the extended droughts, the lack of 

transportation, the lack of wood, and the unpredictible 

weather. The psychological mindset involved the 

determination of the settlers to overcome the physical 

obstacles of frontier settlement and to recreate their 



former homes on the new prairie of the Llano Estacado. It 

is the psychological mindset which gives the Llano Estacado 

its definition sometimes referred to as a "state of mind." 

While all the physical and psychological elements of 

settlement on the frontier form the concept of frontierism, 

the catalysts for higher education form one element of the 

whole concept. The combination of the land's elements 

including the buffalo, the topography, and the 

Spanish/Indian frontier culture was unique for American 

settlers. This unique frontier would further distinguish 

itself by sharp divisions in culture which occurred in four 

consecutive decades. 

Many hilltop colleges were founded in ante-bellum 

America, but historians give little attention to them, 

passing over them as though their brief appearances account 

little for the development of the frontier. Their original 

purposes were varied, and their subsequent development was 

precarious. In addition, almost all of these institutions 

eventually closed after varying periods of struggle. 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of this study is to explore the origins of 

the earliest institutions of higher education on the Llano 

Estacado frontier. The earliest institutions provide the 

first view of higher education on this frontier. The forces 

which came together at settlement and provided higher 



education for the settlers gives rise to the concept of 

frontierism. 

This study addressed five research questions. What 

were the earliest colleges? Where were these colleges 

founded? What were the necessary and sufficient conditions 

for their establishment? Who founded the colleges? How did 

the founders establish them? 

Significance of the Study 

This study is significant in that it records the 

regional history of higher education as it originated on the 

harsh frontier of the Llano Estacado. While isolated pieces 

of social, educational, political, and religious history of 

the Llano Estacado frontier are known and documented, no 

single researcher has drawn a composite picture of the 

culture which includes higher education. Added to that 

omission, much of the available research data is informal in 

nature. Because informal history sometimes overlooks 

aspects of the past and frequently does not tell the 

complete story, uncovering the stories of these lost 

colleges contributes a needed chapter in collegiate history. 

Connecting formal and informal data in an interpretive 

framework completes the historical view of frontierism on 

the Llano Estacado, for all facets of frontier society 

converge in these institutions of higher learning at the 

edge of the frontier. 



Because this study sheds light on how colleges began on 

the frontier, it also has implications for today. Aspects 

of frontierism in early higher education provides rich 

comparisons for education in the twentieth century. For 

example, political aspects involve characteristics of 

communities, college presidents and administrations, and 

boards of governance. Likewise, the social aspects 

illustrate the importance of community involvement in higher 

education, parental involvement in higher education, and 

societal values in selecting a college. The importance of 

the junior college which evolved from the early colleges is 

clearly seen, as is the solidifying of the premier 

denominational four-year college in the State of Texas. 

Definition of Terms 

Because this study focuses on a largely ignored region 

of Texas and its educational activities a hundred years ago, 

the following terms must be defined for this study: 

The Llano Estacado, Staked Plains (or Plains), and The 

Great American Desert are terms used synonymously. The 

Llano Estacado is a popular geographic designation for the 

territory today. However, there is some debate about the 

exact boundaries of the Llano Estacado. Generally, the 

Llano Estacado is considered to be the area which extends 

"southward from the Canadian River through the central and 

western parts of the Texas Panhandle, ... and ends some two 



hundred fifty miles later at the Caprock on the South 

Plains" (Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. October 25, 1907, p. 2). 

The east boundary is the edge of the Caprock, and the west 

boundary for the purposes of this study is the Texas-New 

Mexico State Line. 

The Llano Estacado is divided informally into two 

geographic regions called the Panhandle and the South Plains 

(Figure 2). The Panhandle encompasses the northern counties 

of the Llano Estacado with a southern boundary from the 

southwest corner of Bailey County to the southeast corner of 

Floyd County. The South Plains consists of those counties 

south of the Panhandle line. The Llano Estacado's southern 

border begins at the northwest corner of Cochran County and 

runs southwest to the northeast corner of Dickens County, 

making a jagged line through Crosby, Garza, Borden, Martin, 

Midland, Ector and Winkler Counties. 

The Hilltop College, also called Soonover College, 

Ghost College, Frontier College, "old field" school, 

frontier experiment, or "cornfield" school, was an 

institution which was probably denominational in nature, and 

which existed briefly in time. 

The denominational institution defined itself by church 

creed such as Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Church of 

Christ, Disciples of Christ, or Quaker. 

The undenominational institution purported to espouse 

no particular religion or sect but, in reality. 
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undenominationalism was a tenet of the Disciples of Christ 

Church. Consequently, this institution was actually 

denominational. 

The interdenominational institution attempted to fairly 

represent all faiths. 

The nondenominational institution was the precursor to 

today's nonsectarian institutions. It purported no 

religious connection. 

The industrial school focused on practical education 

suited to solving problems of the plains area. In the Llano 

Estacado, such schools provided instruction in agriculture 

and home economics. Industrial schools often taught a 

traditional liberal curriculum as well. 

Diploma schools offered certificates upon completion of 

a course of study. Many diploma schools thought of 

themselves as colleges, but they provided a curriculum which 

more closely resembled a high school course of study. An 

individual might obtain a diploma in music, theology, 

bookkeeping, or teaching. 

Ciboleros is a Spanish word coming from "cibolo" which 

means "buffalo" in the language. The Ciboleros were the 

Mexican hunters who followed the buffalo herds. 

Comancheros were Mexican traders who traded with the 

Comanche Indians on the Llano Estacado. 



Research Methodology 

The researcher employed traditional historical methods 

by consulting primary and secondary sources in archives, 

libraries, and museums and gathered data from maps, 

pictures, letters, contracts, tapes, scripts of interviews, 

and interviews. Few people who attended the colleges in 

this study are still alive, but many museums and libraries 

have collections of videos and tapes which record first-hand 

memories. Most of the small towns where these colleges were 

born have newspaper archives which date to the incorporation 

of the towns. Every small town visited had a museum 

dedicated to the preservation of historical artifacts 

regarding its origins. 

Initial research involved all counties of the Llano 

Estacado for the purpose of identifying all the early 

colleges in the area. It soon became apparent, however, 

that the South Plains was settled differently from the 

Panhandle. The dates of incorporation of the counties in 

the Llano Estacado give important information about how the 

region settled. The northern section of the region was 

actually settled shortly before the southern section, but 

the southern section built colleges ahead of the northern 

section. The western counties of the region were very late 

in settlement which explains why no colleges were built in 

that geographical region during this early period. No 

railroad entrepreneurs proposed a crossing of that land, so 
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settlers did not rush to buy land in that area of the 

region. Even today no major population centers exist in the 

western part of the Llano Estacado region. 

The settlement dates give evidence that many of the 

hilltop colleges were founded quickly in both the Panhandle 

and South Plains of Texas during the latter part of the 

nineteenth century and the beginning of the twentieth 

century. The map which provides counties, county seats, and 

dates of incorporation for each appears in Appendix D 

(Handbook of Texas. 1952). 

Consequently, the data is organized into two regional 

areas: the South Plains in Chapter IV and the Panhandle in 

Chapter V (Figure 2). The specific focus, however, is the 

first colleges which were founded before 1900. A 

chronological listing of these colleges founded on the South 

Plains before 1900 includes Central Plains Academy located 

in Crosby County and Delia Plain Male and Female Institute 

and Lockney Christian College in Floyd County. In the 

Panhandle area of the Llano Estacado, Amarillo College in 

Potter County, Goodnight College in Armstrong County, and 

Clarendon College in Donley County were the institutions of 

higher education established before the turn of the century 

(see Table 1) . 

Following the identification of each college, the 

researcher travelled to the respective county seats to 

gather data from local historical sources including people, 
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Table 1. Chronological Listing of Colleges 

COUNTY DATES NAME 

South Plains Colleges 

Crosby 

Floyd 

Floyd 

1886-1891 

1890-1891 

1894-1902 

Central Plains Academy 

Delia Plain Male and 
Female Institute 

Lockney College 

Panhandle Colleges 

Potter 

Donley 

Armstrong 

1897-1909 

1898-1926 

1898-1917 

Amarillo College 

Clarendon College 

Goodnight Industrial 
College 

12 



libraries, museums, and newspapers. These small town 

contacts led the researcher to larger museums, archives and 

libraries in Lubbock, Dallas, Fort Worth, Waco, San Antonio, 

and Austin. 

The preliminary research of secondary sources was 

frustrating for a number of reasons. First, recognized 

historical research on the Llano Estacado such as published 

county histories hardly mention the colleges. To most 

published historical writers, such references to education 

were extraneous to the frontier aspects of settlement such 

as the cowboys and Indians or the ranching and farming 

quarrels over barbed wire and squatter's rights. References 

to education appeared frequently in the numerous county 

histories available, but provided only perfunctory 

information. 

Another frustration included tracing conflicting 

stories about the dates of origin of these colleges. A 

similar problem with the secondary source materials was 

identification of the names of the colleges. For example. 

Goodnight College was known by four different names during 

its existence. Depending on the source and the time of 

publication, any one of those names could appear as the 

official name. Fortunately, primary source materials helped 

clarify both the dates and names for the colleges. 
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Limitations of the Study 

The scope of this study is limited in three ways: in 

terms of geography, time, and institutions. 

Geography. The six institutions of higher education 

included in this study were located in the Llano Estacado 

region of Texas. Because the exact boundaries of this 

region vary by historian, every attempt was made to 

incorporate the widest possible parameter of this region. 

For example, the first elementary school at Old Mobeetie and 

the subsequent Goodnight Industrial School in Wheeler County 

lie just outside the region, as does Clarendon College in 

Donley County. However, the settlements which spawned these 

institutions were very important to the whole frontier 

movement in the Llano Estacado. To omit these institutions 

would distort the study. Therefore, the educational efforts 

of these communities are included because of their proximity 

to the area and approximate date of settlement and their 

unique contributions to the study. 

Time. The time period of this study is limited to 

those founding dates of institutions of higher education 

which were documented before 1900. While other institutions 

were founded after 1900, they had advantages of settlement 

which were absent before 1900; therefore, they are not 

representative of the earliest ones. 

Institutions. Even though several educational 

institutions were founded during this period of time, no 
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attempt is made to cover all of them in this study. Many 

did not call themselves colleges, nor did they enroll young 

people nearing adulthood, nor did they provide a transfer 

function. Likewise, the curriculum focused on basic 

literacy courses of reading, writing, and arithmetic common 

to rudimentary elementary education at the time. Most 

national literature defines hilltop colleges as diploma-

granting, denominational schools having few of the 

characteristics of modern colleges. 

This study defines these short-lived institutions of 

higher education as colleges because they identified 

themselves as colleges; however, the term "higher education" 

should be contextualized for the times. The scope of this 

study includes institutions which bear the titles of 

"Institute," "Industrial School," and "Academy," terms which 

may not be synonymous with the present concept of higher 

education. In other words, it was higher education relative 

to the elementary schooling which most communities offered 

their children. These same institutions--colleges or 

institutes or academies--might be comparable to high schools 

today although they were called colleges at the turn of the 

century. 

Outline of Chapters 

The following chapters will review the literature, 

present the research, and draw conclusions. Chapter II 
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reviews the literature related to this study. It is divided 

into three parts: the literature on American higher 

educational development, the literature on Texas education, 

and the historical accounts of the development of the Llano 

Estacado. 

Chapter III explores the history of the settlement of 

the Llano Estacado and sets the necessary context in which 

these colleges emerged. The region has a unique history 

which contributed to the founding of the first colleges. 

Chapter IV and Chapter V explore the origins of the 

earliest institutions of higher education on the South 

Plains and in the Panhandle of Texas. The three 

institutions on the South Plains are (1) Central Plains 

Academy which was founded by the Quakers in Crosby County, 

(2) Delia Plain Male and Female Institute which was founded 

by a land developer in Floyd County, and finally, (3) 

Lockney Christian College, which was founded by two 

ministers of the Christian faith in Crosby County. The 

three institutions in the Panhandle are (1) Amarillo College 

which was founded by a surveyor and a judge in Potter 

County; (2) Goodnight College which was founded by a 

legendary cattleman and his wife in Armstrong County; and 

(3) Clarendon College which was founded by the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South in Donley County (see Figure 3). 

Chapter VI summarizes and analyzes the findings and 

draws conclusions. The chapter also provides implications 
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Figure 3. Institution Locations 
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for higher education today and makes recommendations for 

further study. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The review of literature approaches the origins of 

higher education on the Llano Estacado frontier from three 

angles. By reviewing the development of higher education on 

the American frontier, the development of education in 

Texas, and the historical accounts of the Llano Estacado, it 

is possible to look at the concept of frontierism on three 

different levels: national, state and local. The following 

sections describe higher education on the American frontier, 

education in the state of Texas, and the development of the 

Llano Estacado. 

Higher Education on the American Frontier 

Ample literature exists on the settlement of the 

American frontiers and on the development of American higher 

education. Major trends in college and university 

development can be traced through numerous well-documented 

sources, but these sources most often focus on the 

insitutional development of higher education rather than the 

role of higher education in development of the frontier. 

Therefore, the review of American literature will focus on 

the three primary frontier periods and describe major trends 

in higher education development during each period. 
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The American educational frontier can be divided into 

three major periods which are closely connected to civil 

unrest and subsequent westward movement: the Colonial 

Period which lasted to the Revolutionary War; the Early 

National Period which covered the Revolutionary War to the 

Civil War; and the Latter Nineteenth Century Period which 

covered the Civil War Period to 1890. Turner (1947) and 

Webb (1964) write that by 1880 the successive frontiers were 

marked by unique geographic boundary lines which were the 

Atlantic, the Alleghany Mountains, the Mississippi, the 

Missouri, the arid lands, and the Rocky Mountains, and by 

1890, no other geographic frontier existed. Even though 

Turner is considered a major writer on the development of 

the American frontier, he does not speak to the Llano 

Estacado as a geographic entity, and he is silent on the 

issue of higher education. 

The Colonial Period in Higher Education--
1633-1789 

The Atlantic frontier which composed the Colonial 

period in higher education may be described as a 

continuation of the "English pattern of liberal education 

and professional study for white males of intellectual and 

financial ability" (Goodchild, 1989, Introduction, n.p.). 

The colonies founded nine colleges beginning with Harvard in 

163 6 and ending with Dartmouth in 1769 (Rudolph 1990) . 

Brubacher and Rudy (1976) point out that the early American 
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college had several characteristics which differed from the 

English college and university even though Tewksbury (1932) 

writes that the early colleges were founded primarily to 

train ministers. Among the developing characteristics were 

the notions that higher education should provide 

opportunities for all people, that higher education should 

provide a wide range of courses, and that the institution 

should provide a strong service commitment. 

Cremin (1970) adds that the first American teachers 

were trained in England. The original supply of English-

bred teachers was renewed by Americans who were trained in 

England and by new emigrants from England. Finally, matured 

American universities were able to provide a renewable 

resource of trained teachers. 

The Colonial Period focus on higher education resulted 

in a rapid growth of higher educational institutions in 

succeeding westward moving frontiers. Turner (1947) writes 

that each succeeding frontier relied less and less upon 

England. It may be inferred then, that each frontier 

diluted the English influence upon higher education in many 

ways and gave opportunity for the unique characteristics of 

American higher education to emerge. 

The Early National Period--1790-1860 

Church and Sedlak (1979) provide an overview of the 

rapid growth of academies and colleges between the 
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Revolution and the Civil War. They point out that more 

educational institutions were established during this period 

than were needed and this overbuilding caused many 

institutions to die. They characterize the institutions as 

offering secondary and tertiary schooling and as claiming to 

provide all the education one would need for life. The 

writers also write that these institutions of higher 

education were located in small population areas usually 

drawing their students from a fifty-mile radius. They also 

note that these institutions were more often than not, 

denominational, coeducational, and open to various races. 

The Early National Period of American geographic 

development followed American unification which was 

necessary to combat the common foe of the British. Turner 

(1947) notes that cooperation resulted in a need for 

military training schools for officers who would lead the 

American forces. This new emphasis turned the academic 

emphasis from ministerial education toward a military 

function. The emphasis on unification also provided fertile 

opportunity for the development of purely American 

philosophy. Domonkos (1977) notes that after the 

Revolutionary War state universities such as the University 

of Virginia which opened in 1825 began a new emphasis on 

secular study in higher education. 

Church and Sedlak (1976) note that after the 

Revolutionary War, a huge increase in the numbers of 
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colleges were founded as well as a new phenomenon, the 

academy. E. W. G. Boogher (1933) finds that 580 academies 

were chartered in Georgia between 1783 and 1860. Weathersby 

(1921) writes that 179 academies were chartered in 

Mississippi between 1807 and 1860. The focus on religion 

and morality in these institutions shifted dramatically 

toward a social focus. Hence, the academy assumed many 

characteristics and became what its founders wanted it to 

be. Even though an organized approach to higher education 

did not exist in a public school format, many times the 

academy served as an alternative college as opposed to a 

preparatory course for college. Then, the college itself 

sometimes founded an academy and often offered the 

equivalent of a high school education to prepare students 

for college work. Church and Sedlak (1976) also note that 

on the frontier especially, the academy was popular and it 

often offered elementary schooling because of the need for 

money. 

The Latter Nineteenth Century Period--1860-1900 

Frederick Rudolph (1962) notes that while the earlier 

college was denominational, it more likely served a 

geographic area rather than a religious community. However, 

as the western frontier advanced, missionary zeal replaced 

the laissez-faire attitude of the pioneers. Church and 

Sedlak (1976) write that men wanted to duplicate the 
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societies they had left behind and that duplication included 

their traditional values of morality. Griffin (1960) adds 

that the denominational school might restore the authority 

of religious morality on a population which seemed to drift 

away from it. 

Historically, the development of the Northwest frontier 

preceded that of the Texas frontier. The late development 

of the Southwest is often attributed to the geographic 

remoteness of Texas, Mexico's claim on the territory, and 

the Indians' possession of the territory. These claims 

proved too formidable a task for civilians prior to and 

during the Civil War. Able-bodied men were called to fight 

in the War and a lack of frontier protection resulted. It 

was only after the War that soldiers were transferred to the 

Plains region to secure it for settlement. 

The available research on these colleges appears in 

unpublished dissertations on education and published 

histories. Individual dissertation studies are dated but 

provide valuable background information. Published 

histories are more current and provide either national or 

regional scope to frontier settlement in different parts of 

the United States. 

Dissertations on Education. Schwalm's (1926) 

dissertation. The Historical Development of the 

Dpnominational Colleges in the Old Northwest to 1870. 

provides a look at the settlement of the Northwest with 
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particular interest in individual Christian leaders and 

churches. He focuses on the missionary movement and traces 

its roots back to Virginia and the Carolinas. Subsequent 

movements came from New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and 

New England. Schwalm notes the legislative argument about 

the state's function with regard to local education as it 

replaced denominational education in the Northwest. 

A search of available dissertations through ERIC 

documents and books revealed one related, but non-topical 

dissertation on the present research (Parker, 1952). That 

dissertation on Land Grants speaks eloquently to the legal 

system surrounding land grants, but it focuses on Land Grant 

universities none of which existed on the Llano Estacado 

before 1900. 

Beauchamp (1985) published a bibliography of 165 

dissertations on the history of education. His listing 

provides five possible information sources such as social 

foundations of education, a 1900-1920 historiography, the 

urban-industrial frontier, the Chatauqua movement, and a 

treatise on civic religion. While these sources provided 

overview material, none focuses on higher education. 

Published Histories. Well-known chroniclers of 

national educational history such as Brubacher and Rudy 

(1968) and Rudolph (1990) speak generally of frontier 

education, but they address the specific frontier of the 

northwest and remain silent on the southwest areas of the 
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United States. They characterize the educational frontier 

as private and denominational, characteristics which are 

applicable in some ways to the Plains experience, but they 

do not address the region specifically. 

European immigrants would be the major investors for 

this region eventually; but, initially, they avoided the 

area completely because they were accustomed to forests and 

plenteous water (Webb, 1964; Hillman, 1971). The lack of 

wood and water made settlement tenuous for all settlers, 

settlement of the vast desert of the Great Plains. They 

illustrate the leapfrogging of the Great Plains to avoid its 

wastelands and then they tell the amazing story of 

encroachment upon these vast, open grasslands. What the 

national stories do not tell, however, is the story of 

higher education on the Great Plains. 

Education in the State of Texas 

A number of people believe that the government of the 

State of Texas ignores the West Texas region of the State. 

Some West Texans even threaten that portions of the region 

will secede from the state altogether. A survey of the 

available materials on education in the state during the 

period of this study suggests that the Llano Estacado did 

not exist in the minds of many Texans for a long time. 

Perhaps the rest of the state still believed the Plains area 

to be uninhabitable by humans in 1880 and beyond. 
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Frederick Eby, a former University of Texas Professor, 

chronicler of The Development of Education in Texas. (1925) 

and an oft-quoted source in theses and dissertations, 

mentions little about the Plains region in his writing. The 

index of The Development of Education in Texas lists neither 

Panhandle, South Plains, West Texas nor Great Plains. 

Neither does he mention West Texas State Teachers College, 

Clarendon College or Texas Technological College even though 

West Texas State Teachers College and Clarendon College were 

viable institutions and the third, Texas Technological 

College, was well-planned by the time his book was 

published. 

Eby's book focuses on the legal historical development 

of the educational system. Even though he does relate 

stories of many state institutions (especially the 

University of Texas and its connection to the high school 

movement) , much of what he writes does not reflect what was 

happening on the Llano Estacado. 

State records like Blanton's (1923) Education in Texas 

and Coffman, Hill, Kelly, Zook, and Works' (1925) Texas 

Educational Survey Report illustrate that colleges in the 

region were hardly mentioned and records were not kept. 

Annie Webb Blanton (1923), the State Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, gives tables on state and independent 

colleges in a state publication. She documents that there 

are no figures given for Clarendon Junior College before 

27 



1920-21 and none for Wayland College in Plainview before 

1918-19. In the "Preface" to the publication, Blanton 

acknowledges that record keeping for public education had 

been poor and reporting by colleges and schools had been 

poor. Coffman et al. (1925) identified the "need for a 

correlating agency to improve higher education," and 

"recommended a State Board of Higher Education" (p. 15). 

Even though higher educational institutions had opportunity 

to respond by survey to both publications, no surveys 

representing the region emerged. 

Garrett's (1936) publication of the Texas Highway 

Department gives a brief account of the Quaker Colony 

including the Central Plains Academy and its principal 

players, H. C. Smith and Paris Cox. In addition to this 

short essay on the settling of Estacado, Texas, Garrett 

incorporates information on the Spade and Two-Buckle Ranches 

including material on the education of the people on these 

ranches who settled the region at this time. 

A staff monograph of the Texas Legislative Council 

(1951) devotes two pages to West Texas State Normal College 

which was founded in Canyon, Texas, in 1911, but gives no 

information on other colleges in the region. 

Conrad (1979) wrote a comprehensive bibliography 

entitled, Texas Educational History. This excellent 

bibliography includes hundreds of works on Texas education 

including many of the master's theses and doctoral 
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dissertations in this research. However, not one cited 

reference is a comprehensive work on higher education in the 

Llano Estacado. 

The development of education in Texas was a slow 

process partly because Texas is such a huge, diverse state. 

While educational progress was being made downstate, little 

or no progress was being made on the Llano Estacado. The 

location was too far removed from the State Capitol and too 

little populated for Austin to take an active political 

interest in it. To have attempted regulation of the Llano 

Estacado in the 1880s would have been expensive and the 

rules and regulations intended for populous counties 

would have been unenforceable. The development of the Llano 

Estacado reveals why this is so. 

The Development of the Llano Estacado 

The first explorations of the Llano Estacado before and 

after the Civil War, the State Constitution of 1876, and the 

coming of the ranchers and farmers have been of special 

interest to regional historians. Writers have researched 

each of these periods thoroughly, but few have looked at the 

integrated effect. Importantly, the literature has built 

upon the character of the inhabitants and the circumstances 

which allowed settlement of the region. The land's 

geography presented the numerous problems of a true 

frontier. The natural dangers of stampeding buffalo, 
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marauding Indians, deadly rattlesnakes, insufficient water, 

and slow transportation were enough to keep the fainthearted 

away. in subduing these obstacles, the frontiersman had to 

have particular characteristics. 

In an article entitled, "Profile of a Plainsman--Things 

He Wasn't," reporter Jo Stewart Randel (Amarillo News Globe. 

January 18, 1976) describes the characteristics of the men 

and women who settled the Plains Region of Texas. She said 

that the plainsman was not so different from others 

elsewhere: he was not the most educated nor the least 

educated; he desired ownership of land; and he was stalwart 

and capable of enduring challenges of existence. Where he 

differed from others, however, was in his faith. His faith 

"turned failure into opportunity. He had faith in his 

Creator, in his own ability and that of his fellow man, and 

an unfailing faith in the future" (p. 21-F). These 

characteristics worked well to overcome the obstacles of 

population numbers and to organize the community efforts 

which brought higher education to the Plains of Texas. 

It is possible to extrapolate from these periods and diverse 

circumstances a concept of frontierism. 

The development of the Llano Estacado has captured the 

interest of novice and professional historians alike. 

Numerous works exist which detail the ancient era of the 

region as well as the Spanish, Indian, military, and cowboy 

periods of settlement. The list of most widely read 
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regional historians who have chronicled the area includes 

James Evetts Haley, William Prescott Webb, Frederick Rathjen 

and J. Frank Dobie. Added to their well-researched 

materials are the individual county histories which most 

county historical societies produced during the centennial 

celebrations. 

Some of those histories were refined and published as 

books. Most of the material, however, exists in 

unpublished, sometimes poorly documented master's theses 

reposited in educational institutions across the State of 

Texas. Most theses on the regional subjects of the Bexar 

Territory are found in West Texas A&M University library 

located in Canyon, Texas, and Texas Tech University in 

Lubbock, Texas. Many others are found in the Southwest 

Collection which is located on the campus of Texas Tech 

University. A few are scattered at the University of Texas 

and The University of North Texas. These works exist in the 

form of county histories, theses on education, and published 

histories. 

County histories. Almost every county on the Llano 

Estacado published a county history by 1976 in preparation 

for the State's Sesquicentennial. These published histories 

of individual counties usually detail "firsts": the first 

settlers, the first marriages and the first deaths. They 

devote most of their pages to family histories. These 

histories usually describe in brief detail of "the first" 
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elementary schools, but they little mention higher 

education. 

Typical county histories exist such as Patterson's A 

History of Deaf Smith County (1964) and Warwick's The 

Randall County Story (1969). These books are primarily 

divided into sections by families who settled the area. In 

each of these books, a short paragraph offers encyclopedic-

type information on institutions such as Hereford Christian 

College and West Texas State Normal College. Little 

detailed information is given, however. In fact, little 

more information exists in these write-ups than one can find 

in the Handbook of Texas (1952). 

Theses on Education. The Llano Estacado literature 

reveals little about education. Most of the detailed 

information about the frontier colleges is found in master's 

theses. However, some of these theses are county histories 

and contain only brief perfunctory accounts about the 

existence of elementary or small private schools which came 

first. If the county history mentions higher education, it 

is little more than a paragraph. 

The most complete paper on the South Plains Colleges is 

a master's thesis written by Jones entitled. Ghost Colleges 

on the South Plains (193 9), which provides dates of 

incorporation, presidents, and curriculum. Information in 

the Jones' thesis can be found in many of the county 

histories. Indeed, many current local histories quote 
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Jones' thesis as their source. Approximately one-half of 

Jones' thesis is devoted to appendices including curriculum 

and teachers' names. 

Jones mentions the key people who were involved in 

these institutions; however, he does not reveal their 

influences in the origins of the colleges. He makes no 

evaluative judgment on this information nor does he connect 

it to any concept of the frontier. Specifically, Jones does 

include information on Central Plains Academy, Delia Plain 

Male and Female Institute, and Lockney Christian College. 

He fails, however, to connect his data to an interpretive 

framework. 

Other theses such as Pyle's History of Nolan County to 

1900 (1937) fail to mention education altogether. Willis in 

his thesis. Ghost Towns of the South Plains (1941), 

concentrates on the first settler, H. C. Smith and his 

subsequent connection to Paris Cox. Cox was the leader of a 

Quaker colony and founder of Estacado, the oldest town on 

the South Plains. He was also responsible for the Central 

Plains Academy, a two-year college. However, Pyle draws his 

information from Jones' thesis. Ghost Colleges on the South 

Plains. Pyle also mentions a second institution, Delia 

Plain Male and Female Institute; but he quotes Dean Jones' 

thesis and does not use primary sources for his information. 

Mccarty's thesis entitled. The History of Tascosa. 

Texas (1945), lists all the businesses in Tascosa in 1886: 
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a law firm, a doctor, two mercantile businesses, a real 

estate agency, a drug store, a millinery house, a book and 

newsstand, a stationery and fancy line shop, three saloons, 

a livery, a restaurant, a blacksmith shop, a saddlery, a 

sign painter, a dairy, a boot and shoe shop, and "an 

excellent school" (p. 211). No explanation accompanies the 

listing. In McCarty's published version of the thesis, 

Maverick Town: The Story of Old Tascosa (1968), there is no 

mention of education. McCarty does relate the interesting 

life history of Charles Goodnight, but he fails to mention 

Goodnight's interest in education or the Goodnight College. 

Published Histories. The bibliographic work of J. 

Evetts Haley was approved by Goodnight himself and numerous 

others before publication, so the credibility is high. As a 

matter of fact, this researcher perused the original typed 

document which provided much of the material Haley used in 

his book, Charles Goodnight. Cowman and Plainsman (1936) . 

That book contains two scant pages of material related to 

Goodnight College; and when this researcher interviewed J. 

Evetts Haley, now 92 years of age, with the purpose of 

gaining information about Goodnight's administrative 

control, he responded quickly that Goodnight did not talk 

much about the college (Haley, 1994). He did affirm that 

Mary Ann was probably the driving force behind the college. 

An interesting account of the Canadian Baptist College 

exists in Rodeo Town: Canadian. Texas. Stanley (1953) 
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tells of the influence of the Reverend J. W. Whatley in 

beginning the school but leaves out the social and political 

accounts of his influence. 

Abbe, Carlson and Murrah (1989) document the settlement 

of the South Plains including chapters on the Llano 

Estacado, the Ranching Empire, the Farming Frontier, the 

Emergence of Lubbock, and South Plains Economy, Modern 

Lubbock, and Partners in Progress. In the chapter entitled 

"The Emergence of Lubbock," the authors note that early 

settlers established colleges such as Simmons College in 

Abilene, Lockney Christian College in Lockney, and Wayland 

Literary and Technological Institute in Plainview. Simmons 

College falls outside the Llano Estacado geographic 

parameter, and Wayland Literary and Technological Institute 

was founded in 1909. The authors mention the establishment 

of West Texas Normal College which was founded in 1911 in 

Canyon, and use that founding as a catalyst for the eventual 

founding of Texas Technological College intended to be an "A 

& M on the Plains" (p. 51). Ensuing discussion documents 

the founding of Texas Technological College in 1923. 

Graves edits a good history of Lubbock entitled, A 

History of Lubbock (1962), in which he devotes a chapter to 

"Education, Welfare, and Recreation." His account of the 

story of Texas Technological College strikes a familiar note 

to other colleges in the region. He wrote that "the 

movement to establish a state supported college in West 
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Texas arose almost before the first settlers in the area had 

sunk their roots into the soil in 1890" (p. 517). Most 

accounts of Texas Technological College do not presume the 

1890 date but give the date for the conception of the school 

as 1910. Other theses on the educational beginnings of 

Texas Technological College do not cover this story because 

it is so late in the development of the frontier. 

W. M. Stoker (1975), retired professor of education at 

West Texas A&M University, wrote an article about Hereford 

Christian College which was located in Hereford, Texas, 

after 1900. This institutional account is stylistically 

superior to Jones' thesis; but like Jones' work, it 

documents the institutional dates and emphasizes the 

constant financial need of this institution. The history of 

Hereford Christian College, for example, illustrates a rich 

history still uncovered. Stoker does not delve into the 

Hereford Christian College-Texas Christian University 

connection which indicates that the Hereford school was 

intended to be a feeder junior college for Texas Christian 

University. Colby Hall (1947), Texas Christian University's 

official historian, wrote briefly about the TCU connection 

to the Hereford College. The scant two pages devoted to the 

Hereford institution fail to develop the connections of 

Hereford residents to the people who founded Texas Christian 

University. The men who founded Add-Ran College, the 

precursor of TCU also founded Hereford Christian College, 
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and many of TCU's Board of Trustees, including its 

president, resided in Hereford for many years. The study 

falls short of determining the social, political and 

religious influences involved in the endeavor. An appendix 

includes the curriculum from a couple of the college 

catalogues, but no analysis exists to explain its relevance 

to the times or the area. 

Stoker (1977) also wrote a history of Seth Ward 

College, a Methodist institution which was located in 

Plainview, Texas. The format of this institutional account 

is very similar to the study of Hereford Christian College. 

This study was not published, but it was photocopied and 

filed in the West Texas A&M Library. This account of the 

college contains the vital dates of its founding and its 

demise. Facts such as presidents, teachers, and curriculum 

also appear, but no analysis of the social, political, or 

religious efforts exists in the paper. 

Price and Rathjen (1986) write a few paragraphs 

referencing the existence of Amarillo institutions such as 

Lowrey-Phillips, St. Mary's Academy and Amarillo Junior 

College. However, the authors include few remarks about 

their existence. In an interview, Frederick Rathjen 

(October 30, 1993), said that studying higher education as a 

part of the frontier had never occurred to him; but on 

reflection, he saw great value in the research. He noted 

that much original material exists in the Panhandle Plains 
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Historical Museum located at West Texas A&M University in 

Canyon, Texas, which has never been published. 

In summary, national, state, and local literatures 

provide excellent overview and background material for this 

study of the origins of higher education on the Llano 

Estacado. The national view focuses on the patterns of 

settlement of the nation. However, only one publication 

specifically focuses on the national settlement of 

frontiers. The Great Frontier (Webb, 1964), and that widely 

read book speaks to the frontier of the Great Plains but 

gives little attention to the Llano Estacado. The state 

literature focuses on the early struggles of education in 

the eastern and southern parts of the state and covers the 

earliest settlements in Texas. Finally, the literature 

about the Llano Estacado provides valuable information on 

the harshness of the last frontier settlement in Texas. The 

concept of frontierism is not found in any national, state, 

or local study. 

While numerous county histories and master's theses 

exist about the Llano Estacado, their focus is always the 

documentation of the people who settled first. Of interest 

is how often Jones' thesis is quoted as a source in more 

current works of the 1940s. Very little primary research 

exists in any of these studies. Published literature on the 

frontier colleges of the Bexar Territory is very limited. 

While references exist which give a sentence or two about a 
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given college, often the names or dates given are in 

conflict. One common factor binds all of these research 

efforts, however, and that is that institutional histories 

form the basis of the studies. No author has attempted to 

show the origins of the first colleges as part of the larger 

picture of the frontier on the Llano Estacado. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE HISTORY OF THE LLANO ESTACADO BEFORE 1900 

The settlement of the Llano Estacado before 1900 falls 

into four specific decades. The time period before the 

first civilized decade of 1860, of course, is very lengthy 

and pertinent to archaeologists. It is necessary to 

understand something of this time period for the Llano 

Estacado is an area of Texas unlike any other. Its history 

is unique to the United States because the Indians and 

Mexicans controlled the area centuries before the white man 

pushed southwest (Odum & Moore, 193 8). The early history 

which predates the settlement period clarifies the setting 

in which higher education unfolds. 

After this period, the settlement of the Llano Estacado 

breaks easily into periods of one or two decades. The 

period of settlement, 1860-1880, includes Civil War 

influences. This period includes the 1870s and involves the 

Texas government's role in settlement and subsequent 

interest in state-wide education. The third period 

commenced with the ranching frontier in 1880 and became the 

catalyst for widespread population growth. Higher education 

emerged during this time along with railroads and 

newspapers. The fourth period, 1890-1900, was the period 

that townships and county seats incorporated and marked the 
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end of the physical frontier settlement when agriculture 

replaced cattle as the economic base for the area. 

All of these separate factors contributed to higher 

education on the Llano Estacado, but regional historians 

have been interested in researching each of these decades as 

singular topics rather than as an integrated whole. All of 

the uncivilized forces of the frontier came together with 

higher education and forged a singular civilized conclusion. 

The Llano Estacado before 1860 

The Llano Estacado before 1860 was a wild, untamed land 

inhabited by buffalo, Indians, Commancheros, and Ciboleros. 

Little documented evidence exists from this time period, but 

what does exist tells of an uninhabitable desert. The 

reports were foreboding enough to convince would-be settlers 

that they were unwelcome in this inhospitable land. 

The frontier of the Llano Estacado in the western part 

of Texas was first a frontier for the Indians and Mexicans 

who lived and explored Texas before the 1600s. The name 

Llano Estacado is the legacy of the Spanish adventurers who 

came to the region after Cabeza de Vaca, the first known 

European to visit the vast, rolling plains (Robertson & 

Robertson, 1981) . Ciboleros and Comancheros succeeded the 

Spanish explorers. At that time, this frontier was an 

unexplored region hostile to civilization. 
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The sparsely settled area which formed a true frontier 

in the Panhandle and South Plains of Texas is best 

identified as the Llano Estacado. In English Llano Estacado 

translates into Staked Plains (Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. 

Oct. 3, 1993). Apparently, the Spanish explorers responded 

to the geographic contours of the area which rose high above 

the flatlands below. It is also conjectured that these 

explorers marked their routes through the area by placing 

wooden stakes along the route. This notion is contradicted 

by those who say that wood in sufficient quantities to 

achieve the task was unavailable on the plains itself 

(Murrah, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. Oct. 3, 1993). 

The Spaniards may have named the area "Staked Plains" 

because of the geographic description. Llano Estacado 

translates to mean "stockaded" or "palisaded" meaning 

"enclosed by a wall of upright logs, pickets or other 

timber" (Robertson & Robertson, 1981, p. 3). The sharp 

elevation of the Llano Estacado's geography, especially at a 

distance, gives the appearance of stakes or palisades. That 

early Indians and Mexican Commancheros traversed the area is 

clear. Whether the early explorers actually planted 

"stakes" in the ground or simply piled rocks at strategic 

areas is unclear. Whatever the case, the area was a 

forbidding sight and provided an intimidating obstacle for 

pioneers travelling in wagons; its reputation and geographic 
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contour undoubtedly delayed the settlement of this region of 

the Great Plains. 

The first political identification of this region was 

Bexar Territory which was organized informally by the 

Mexican government during the 1600s. Generally, everything 

west of the one hundredth meridian (Figure 4) was designated 

as Bexar County (Hall, H.V., 1947). Finally, the American 

soldiers made inroads into the legendary, forbidding region. 

The pioneer was slow to move into the region, however, for 

the desert myth died slowly. Spurred by the Manifest 

Destiny of the 1840s, the 1846-1848 Mexican American War 

which gave new southwestern lands to the United States, and 

the 184 9 California Gold Rush, the national government was 

instrumental in the first two documented trips across the 

Llano Estacado. One such early crossing of the area between 

1845-1860 was made by Josiah Gregg, a trader. He documented 

the area in "The Commerce of the Prairies" as being "too 

flat," having "too few trees," and being "too dry"--which 

effectively branded the area as uninhabitable by humans 

(Lewis, 1966, pp. 36-37). 

The Anglo settlement of the Llano Estacado began 

through the efforts of the soldiers who surveyed routes and 

ultimately vanquished the Indians. In 1845, the first 

official crossing was by Lieutenant James W. Abert of the 

Army Topographical Corps of Engineers. It was the job of 

the West Point trained topographical engineers to gather 
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information useful for mapmaking, possible railroad 

construction, and water sources (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

Abert, an amateur naturalist with an "insatiable thirst 

for information" and a "good eye for detail" (Carroll, 1941, 

p. 48) traversed the area north of the Canadian River to 

determine whether the Kiowas and Comanches might fight with 

the Mexicans or the United States in the event of war. He 

wrote in his journal about entering the "famous table-land 

known to the Spanish as 'El Llano Estacado'" (p. 6) and 

characterized it as the "most extensive and continuous 

desert, this broad desert, rich in the bloody legends of 

travellers" (p. 6). 

Adding to the desolate description was Captain Randolph 

B. Marcy who, in 184 9, began a trip across the area just 

south of the Canadian River leading a wagon train of five 

hundred souls from Fort Smith, Arkansas, to the California 

gold fields (Price & Rathjen, 1986). As a member of the 

Army Topographical Engineer Corps, he was also to make a 

preliminary railroad survey along the route (Carroll, 1941). 

In the crossing, he carefully reconnoitered forty miles to 

the south of the Canadian and declared the area "a vast 

illimitable expanse of desert prairie...a land where no man, 

either savage or civilized, permanently abides" (p. 185). 

In short, he decided the area could not be crossed by 

wagons. His return trip was south of the escarpment, and he 

again declared this area a place that God designed "as an 
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immense natural barrier, beyond which the agriculturist 

should not pass--leaving the great prairie for the savage to 

roam at will" (p. 53). 

Still another dire pronouncement of the area came from 

John Bartlett, author of Bartlett's Ouotations. who crossed 

the area in 1850 as a member of the Boundary Commission. He 

wrote "the desert bore the resemblance of extreme 

barrenness, (for) not a tree could be seen" (Carroll, 1941, 

p. 59) . 

The next phase of exploration came with Captain John 

Pope in 1855-1858 who applied for and received a $160,000 

grant to drill artesian wells near the Sand Hills region. 

His many industrious efforts proved fruitless, however; and 

the danger of crossing the area without knowing where water 

could be found kept the masses away. Newspapermen riding 

the Southern Overland Mail route south of the escarpment 

noted that as far as the eye could see, there were decayed 

bodies of animals and sometimes men who had died of thirst 

trying to cross the area. One wrote, "They are silent but 

speaking monuments of undeviating fate" (Carroll, 1941, p. 

68) . Of the twenty or so crossings of the northern and 

southern tips of the Llano Estacado before the Civil War, 

the thread of all the reports was that it was futile to 

tempt fate by crossing the barren desert unfit for human 

habitation. Because those who did cross the area wrote such 

frightening detailed accounts of it, some of which were 
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published, the Llano Estacado remained unsettled for a long 

time. 

Eventually, the frontier flourished through the efforts 

of pioneers who challenged the image of an uninhabitable 

desert. The vast lands of the Llano Estacado would provide 

millions of acres for farmers, lands for schools, and 

sufficient railroads for transportation. Before that would 

happen, however, first would come the soldiers, the buffalo 

traders, and the strengthening of the government of the 

State of Texas. 

The Initial Settlement of 1860-1880 

The first decade of the initial settlement period can 

be best characterized by the military influence. For the 

first half of the decade, there was no military influence 

for most available men were fighting in the Civil War. 

Consequently, the Indians and Comancheros had freedom and 

control of the area (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

The years of 1868-1874 saw great Indian and United 

States military conflict (Price & Rathjen, 1986). After the 

Civil War, frontier protection was even more precarious 

because the frontier protection was provided by the United 

States government and was sometimes in conflict with the 

political structure of the State of Texas. This meant the 

available soldiers were displaced from the area. The 

Indians and Comancheros who had complete freedom of the area 
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during the War were not easily subdued by treaty. The 

Medicine Lodge Treaties were good for the Anglos, but bad 

for the Indians because the treaties relegated Indians to 

Indian Territory on Oklahoma reservations. The Indians 

quickly learned that they could still raid and retreat to 

their reservations for protection. The resulting conflict 

between Indians and Anglos impeded settlement. 

By 1870, however, settlers had encroached into the rim

like areas next to the caprock escarpment; but it would be 

1880 before cattlemen drove their longhorns upon the top of 

the Caprock to graze. Throughout this decade. Lieutenant 

Colonel William R. Shafter headed the Twenty-fourth and 

Twenty-fifth infantries and the Ninth and Tenth cavalries 

and criss crossed the Great Plains area many times from the 

"Red River south to the Rio Grande and from the eastern Cap 

Rock to the west Pecos River" (Carlson, 1974, p. 2) . He 

led the final assaults against hostile Indians there. 

On August 21, 1876, the State of Texas adopted a State 

Constitution which formed Bexar county or territory, an area 

of 54 counties (Figure 5). The four corners of Bexar 

Territory were the northwest county of Dallam, southwest 

county of Andrews, southeast county of Nolan and northwest 

county of Lipscomb. In 1870, the Texas census reported no 

population in the Bexar Territory. By 1880, the population 

was reported at 3,175 and several settlements were beginning 

to develop. The first two settlements were Mobeetie which 
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was settled in 1878 and Old Tascosa which was developed in 

1880. Old Tascosa was 120 miles to the west of Mobeetie 

(Key, 1972) . Since counties had to have a population of 150 

and a county seat before they could officially organize, the 

dates of organization of the Llano Estacado contribute 

important documentation of the frontier development. 

The settlement of the Llano Estacado frontier was just 

before the State of Texas initiated its first plan for 

public education through the Texas Constitution of 1876. 

This document set forth a plan for public education, but 

that plan for taxation did not work west of the 100th 

parallel (Figure 3), nor was the plan relevant to the Llano 

Estacado simply because there was no population at that 

time. Eight years later in 1884, recognizing the increasing 

need for public education, the government of Texas made 

additional attempts to advance the grading of schools and 

the development of secondary schools; but, again, the 

movement was premature in the sparsely settled area west of 

the 100th parallel. 

The Texas Constitution of 1876, however, provided much 

important and needed law concerning public education. Prior 

to this Constitution many quarrels among Texas' leaders had 

taken place about public education and how to achieve it. 

During his gubernatorial race in 1859, Sam Houston spoke of 

a State university: 

I believe it to be the duty of the 
legislature to provide for the education of 
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the masses .... Private enterprise and 
philanthropy will rear institutions of an 
advanced character....Great men are not made 
in these institutions.... The men of the 
nation came from the old field school houses 
or your private academies....We have not yet 
reached a point when we can pay a tax to 
support an institution where a favored few 
may be educated....(Williams & Barker, 1942, 
p. 363) 

Houston clearly recognized the problem of public 

education and addressed it as had many other Texans. His 

focus on the field schools and academies is of special 

interest because he clearly distinguishes them as inferior 

to a university. He cited monetary problems in the State 

for the difficulty in establishing the university. Those 

money problems were also to blame for inadequate frontier 

defense. 

During the 1870s, the taxpayers and the 

Reconstructionist government bickered publicly about public 

and university education. Only 56 percent of the scholastic 

population was enrolled in elementary school during the 

1872-1873 academic year (Parker, 1952). By 1879, over 

21,000,000 acres of unsurveyed lands and 15,000,000 acres of 

vacant surveyed lands belonged to the school fund (Lang, 

1932) and was the basis for much of the bickering. Most of 

the unsurveyed lands were in the West Texas Region, and, 

ultimately, many of these lands became part of the Permanent 

University Fund, the largest land endowment for an 

institution of education in the United States (Hibbard, 

1924) . 
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The problems of education in Texas remained the focus 

of government, for in 1881, the Governor's address to the 

legislature included this clearly Jeffersonian ideal: 

The natural division in the gradation of 
schools, in order to meet the wants of the 
people, is divided into three steps or 
degrees of education, the common schools for 
the millions, the academies for the 
thousands, and the college or university for 
the hundreds....Fortunately, Texas is now in 
condition to initiate measures which will 
eventuate in this grand result. (Roberts, 
1881, p. 44) 

The Governor's address outlined a rudimentary plan for 

public education in Texas with these words. He says that 

Texas was "now in condition" to affect the system meaning 

that financial sources are in place. Unfortunately, the 

plan was not to be effective for the Llano Estacado for many 

years to come. 

The Ranching Period of 1880-1890 

The people who initially settled these plains areas 

were primarily cattle ranchers even though the Plains would 

become one of the largest predominantly agricultural areas 

in the world (Texas Almanac. 1933). During the first 

settlement phase, the area was divided into large ranches 

such as the JA Ranch, the Matador Ranch, and the XIT Ranch 

(Robertson & Robertson, 1981) . Owners of large ranches were 

not the provincial cowboys often depicted in the early 

western movies. Artifacts from this period located in the 
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Panhandle Plains Museum at Canyon, Texas, include Reed 

organs, books, and artwork which suggest these settlers were 

educated and cultured people. Also, most of the ranches 

located in the area were corporate in structure, and the 

money and often the management was foreign in origin. Mrs. 

Cornelia Adair, the wife of the wealthy Irish owner of the 

famed JA Ranch, was "noted for nurturing cultural activities 

in the region" (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

These cattlemen had seen something of the wider world 

for they had herded cattle to northern and eastern markets. 

Several sources refer to the high level of education of the 

men who came west. Interviews with several notable people 

in the community including Dr. Wayland, founder of Wayland 

Baptist University, document that surprising numbers of 

pioneers were university graduates (Cox, 1937). 

The most famous and influential settler in the 

Panhandle was Charles Goodnight. In November 1876, Charles 

Goodnight drove 1,600 head of cattle into the Mobeetie area 

of Wheeler County from Colorado. His financial connections 

to Europe gave him his start in the cattle business, but his 

ability to lead men allowed him to prosper. The grazing 

lease policy of the State allowed ranchers almost free use 

of millions of acres of land. This free land enabled the 

"spectacular development" of the free grass (Parker, 1952, 

p. 157). As the ranching frontier progressed "moderate-

sized ranches ran to fifteen sections, and big ones into the 
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hundreds" (Fischer, 1978, p. 40). The Charles Goodnight 

ranch was over a million acres at its peak. 

Goodnight's Irish partner, James Adair, indirectly 

helped finance the Llano Estacado's first cultural 

institutions. The Stockman's Association was founded to 

combat cattle rustlers, Adair Hospital (now Saint's Roost 

Museum) was built to honor the Adairs, a Methodist Church 

was constructed for worship, and Goodnight's ranching 

profits made in partnership with James Adair provided money 

for the first institution of higher learning. Goodnight 

College, 1898-1910 (Robertson & Robertson, 1981). 

Goodnight's partnership with Adair was typical of 

corporations in the region. Wealthy individuals teamed with 

experienced cattlemen like Charles Goodnight to turn a 

profit in the volatile cattle markets of the 1880s. Other 

corporations involved representatives from Edinburgh, 

Scotland; barbed wire magnate Joseph F. Glidden from 

Illinois; three London, England-based corporations; and the 

largest venture, the XIT ranch, which was financed by a 

Illinois corporation and backed with money from England. 

These huge ranches began to purchase barbed wire to 

fence their holdings in the late 1880s. Much of the public 

domain was fenced as well which caused many problems with 

State leases later (Price & Rathjen, 1986). The public land 

leases intended to regulate these lands fomented the "barbed 

wire war" (p. 158) between farmers and ranchers. The 
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attempt to charge for the once-free lands was widely ignored 

by the fiercely independent, self-reliant ranchers. 

The large holdings by such few people during the 1880s 

were another reason settlers did not come. Those who did, 

the nesters, were mistreated and driven away. By the end of 

the 1880s, however, an economic depression hit--drought set 

in, the cattle markets failed, and overgrazing and 

mismanagement of the range brought the era of the huge ranch 

corporations to a close. Owners were beginning to divide up 

their holdings with farmers to avoid bankruptcy. A brief 

decade of rich frontier ranching life began to wane with the 

coming of the railroads and the immigrant farmers who came 

on them (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

The railroads on the Llano Estacado have been the 

subject of many informal and formal histories for their 

importance in boosterism and transportation cannot be 

overestimated. Even though the first settlers were 

beginning to realize that the the Llano Estacado would 

provide fertile soil for farming, the settlers had no way to 

get crops to a market. Too, the small towns had virtually 

no way of encouraging people to settle in their midst. 

Thus, when city fathers first settled, one of the first 

decisions of importance was to bring a newspaperman to town. 

These newspaper editors boosted these communities in print 

attempting in most flamboyant language to lure settlers to 

come west. Such efforts were labeled "Boosterism," an 
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unabashed attempt to advertise for settlers (Church & 

Sedlak, 1976). 

The railroad period and the era of boosterism coincided 

with the ranching and the agricultural periods. Later 

settlers who arrived on the plains had usually read a 

newspaper story boosting the region's expanse of land as 

fertile and accommodating. 

Overnight, communities sprang up in anticipation of 

proposed railroads only to die when the railroad chose 

another location. Railroads were objects of incredible 

speculation, and men became wealthy guessing and influencing 

where railroads would be as cattlemen became wealthy raising 

fat cattle on lush grass. Men also became paupers the same 

way. Those railroads which were built enabled the frontier 

to become populated quickly by the hundreds and thousands of 

emigrants who came to settle the cheap land (Harper, 1935). 

The ranching period also connected in important ways 

with the new Texas Constitution. The Constitution of 1876 

gave four leagues of school land to each county. That land 

was checkerboarded with the sixteen sections given to the 

railroad companies. An informative thesis entitled. The 

Influence of Water Upon the Settlement of the Llano Estacado 

(Hixson, 1940), gives a description of how railroad 

engineers, excited by the prospect of riches, formed land 

companies to locate and drill for water in order to entice 

settlers to come to the area. Sometimes, the boosting was 
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done by the publications of the railroads which were heavily 

involved in settlement schemes (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

People followed the railroads. 

These pioneers brought with them vestiges of 

civilization like their religion, their love for society, 

and their determination to succeed. In the midst of eking 

out a living from a stubborn land, these people provided 

almost immediately for churches. Not far behind, it seems, 

were the newspapers which weekly ground out spirited 

development schemes to lure settlers to the area. Once 

enough settlers could be lured to these communities to 

incorporate legally, political structures began to form in 

the evolving societies. 

The Agricultural Period of 1890-1900 

As the pioneer farmers began to inhabit the Llano 

Estacado frontier, they dug their homes into the soil or 

made huts of adobe, for no trees for building existed. 

Later, goods to construct churches,- schools, and businesses 

had to be imported from distant supply areas. Determination 

provided the wherewithal to harness a barren land in such a 

way as to eke a living from it. In addition, the diversity 

of the immigrant population forced frontier cohesiveness 

which would sustain life. 

New state land policies favored the small landowner and 

ran counter to the interest of the large ranchers who 
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pastured on the public school lands. Furthermore, selling 

land to corporations was prohibited (Parker, 1952). In 

1880, only 653 acres of land were under cultivation in the 

entire upper 26-county region, and those farming them were 

very discouraged by the drought (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

The 1887 Act entitled farmers to buy 160-640 acres of 

farmland or four sections of grazing land for two dollars 

per acre on credit for forty years at five percent interest. 

Those settlers who had purchased land ahead of this Act were 

entitled to return the original deed and rebuy it at the new 

prices. Ranchers were also on notice that their leased 

State land could be sold to anyone at any time. 

By 1890, the population of the region stood at 9,452, 

an increase of 200 percent in ten years. The farming of 

corn, wheat and cotton had increased, and there were cotton 

gins in Hall and Childress Counties (Price & Rathjen, 1986). 

Over 60 percent of the population was in the eastern one-

third of the area and 80 percent of the population was 

located adjacent to rail lines (Price & Rathjen, 1986). The 

farmer population was now growing, and the agricultural 

emphasis slowly replaced the large ranching interests. 

Farmers counted upon irrigation to water and fences to mark 

their lands, and within a short period of time both 

transformed the vast acres of the Llano Estacado. The huge 

ranching interests gave way to farming even though they 

58 



fought the legislature over grazing rights and fought the 

farmers with wire cutters. 

The various exploration and settlement phases of the 

Llano Estacado provide a picture of a harsh, initially 

uninhabitable environment filled with natural dangers. 

Early explorers' warnings to avoid the desolate area were 

backed by graphic descriptions of certain danger and 

probable death. Such descriptions by eye-witness writers 

make the initial settlement phases remarkable. Ranchers 

came, towns began, and soon settlers encroached upon the 

huge ranching empires. The initial settlement periods 

contribute valuable insight into the people who came and who 

conquered the vast, heretofore uninhabitable lands of the 

Llano Estacado. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ORIGINS OF THE EARLIEST SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGES 

The purpose of this chapter is to explore the origins 

of the earliest colleges of the South Plains which emerged 

from the frontier culture before 1900. The South Plains 

forms the southern half of the Llano Estacado. In the South 

Plains area, the Central Plains Academy in Crosby County was 

founded first in 1882, Delia Plain Male and Female Institute 

in Floyd County was founded in 1890, and Lockney Christian 

College in Floyd County was founded in 1894. 

The Earliest Settlements on the South Plains 

Crosby and Floyd Counties were the first counties 

settled on the South Plains with Crosby County touting the 

oldest community on the Llano Estacado. Abbe, Carlson, and 

Murrah (1989) write that farmers settled Crosby, Hale, Floyd 

and Lubbock counties first. Early in 1877, Charles Tasker, 

a land speculator, entered Blanco Canyon at a point near 

Floydada. Backed by a wealthy uncle who lived in the North, 

Tasker intended to establish a great ranch on the South 

Plains and so entered into a partnership with H.C. Smith. 

Tasker, also known as a spendthrift, could not keep up his 

end of the financial bargain, so he absconded the country, 

leaving Smith to finish the structure called the Rock House 
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which would become the Smith's lifetime home (Hall, H.V., 

1947) . 

Consequently, Hank Smith, a German immigrant, and 

Elizabeth Smith, his Scottish immigrant wife, are credited 

with the founding of the South Plains first settlement and 

are recognized as the first settlers. As the first settlers 

on the South Plains, Hank and "Aunt Hank," as Elizabeth was 

called, helped the Quakers establish their colony, the town 

of Estacado, Texas, in 1879 (Curry, 1979). Subsequently, in 

1879, Cox contracted with H. C. Smith in Blanco Canyon to 

dig a well on the Quaker land and to plow and plant twenty-

three acres. By December 1879, Smith reached good water at 

fifty-five feet and in the summer and fall of 1880 sent 

samples of grain and vegetables he had harvested from the 

test plot (Curry, 1979) to the Quakers in Indiana. The 

Quakers were delighted with the produce of "oats, corn, 

millet, sorghum, melons, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes and 

all manner of garden vegetables" (Texas Almanac. 1883). 

The scene was set for the settlement of this Quaker Colony. 

Cox designed broadsides advertising the new land and 

wrote in September of 1879: 

...exceedingly fine, fertile prairie... 
(where) all kinds of grain can be raised with 
an abundant yield, except corn, which does 
fine unless cut short by drought,...of the 
playa lakes which seemed arranged by nature 
for holding water for stock, and of the 'most 
nutritious' native grasses upon which stock 
could graze the year around. (The climate 
is)...almost, if not altogether, unsurpassed 
by any in America....The air is of such a 
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pure and dry nature that it seems to 
invigorate and strengthen the invalid. Such 
a thing as asthma, throat or lung 
troubles...will never be contracted there; 
neither do we think we will ever be troubled 
with Malaria. (Cox, 1879, n.p.) 

In time, several families began the move to the South 

Plains of Texas, but as some dropped out along the way, only 

the Paris Cox family and three other families settled at 

Estacado. That first year, Paris Cox built a dugout, but 

the other three families lived in tents which were 

susceptible to the violent winds of the Plains. The winds 

scattered their precious belongings over the prairies more 

than once and ultimately were blamed for the Quakers' return 

move to Indiana by the next April. However, Cox and his 

family stayed and advertised for more Quakers to join him. 

Cox had helped with his advertising, for during the time of 

settlement. Hank Smith was a "one-man chamber of commerce 

for Blanco Canyon and the Plains" (Curry, 1979, p. 197) . He 

wrote numerous letters to newspapers inviting others to 

enjoy fishing and hunting. He elaborated the merits of the 

1880 topographical survey by the government which detailed 

the "everlasting" water benefits of the area (p. 198) . So 

the efforts of Cox, Murry and Smith combined to lure 

numerous outsiders to the South Plains. 

Soon, Cox's broadside touted four ministers among their 

number who led the Quaker worship and educated in the same 

way of their culture. By 1882, ten families including 
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settlers from Quaker groups in Pennsylvania, Virginia, New 

York, Ohio and Indiana settled in Estacado (Cox, n.d.). 

Paris Cox soon persuaded his wife's (Maryetta) physician 

cousin. Dr. William Hunt who served as a government doctor 

for the Kiowa and Osage Indians in Indian Territory 

(O'Kelly, 1978), to join them (Cox, n.d.). 

Paris Cox had seen abundant waters flowing into the 

Blanco and Yellowhorse Canyons and knew that subsurface 

water was available. He and his neighbors dug by hand a 

community well at a depth of 82 feet which he then walled 

with rock and stone hauled from the canyons (Harris, 192 9). 

It was this well and others which eventually followed which 

allowed successful crop irrigation. These wells also helped 

the Quakers to survive the drought which began in 1886 and 

which wiped out many ranchers during the next eighteen 

months. 

Also among the group was one Quaker, G. W. Singer who 

opened a general store. This store attracted the isolated 

cowboys from neighboring ranches because he stocked whiskey. 

Eventually, the Quakers made Singer leave, and he relocated 

near the present site of Lubbock Lake Landmark (Augustini, 

1993). Twichell, Texas surveyor, knew Singer as he stayed 

with him on his advent to the Plains. Later, when Twichell 

was surveying the area, he trailed into Estacado to purchase 

ten pounds of nails from Singer and viewed the following: 

When the Estacado town first appeared on 
my horizon it looked like a bouquet with many 
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varieties of colors, which I afterwards 
learned were Quaker maidens dressed in gaudy 
calico of the more amplified costumes worn in 
the eighties. All of the Quaker maidens were 
on their way to Sunday School....(Truett, 
1982, p. 24) 

Visitors to the colony were not always welcome. Lonely 

cowboys from outlying ranches came into Singer's store for 

supplies, but they also came to the town because there were 

women there, albeit Quaker women. Burgess (1928) wrote that 

the cowboys had contempt for law and order coming to "this 

wild country" (p. 121) and antagonized the Quakers by 

playing poker "in broad daylight" (p. 121). As a result, 

the Quakers passed laws prohibiting gambling, and the open 

antagonism abated somewhat in the face of prosecution. 

Predictably, the young Quaker girls eventually married the 

eligible cowboys much to the unhappiness of the established 

Quaker colonists (Augustini, 1993). 

By 1886, Crosby County was formed, and by 1890, the 

Quaker colony had 23 8 people (U.S. Department of the 

Interior, 1890) . The people were farsighted in that they 

had dug wells and erected windmills which were used to 

irrigate crops. 

The initiation of farming proved that the Plains area 

was capable of sustaining life, and it earned the Quakers 

the recognition of being the first farmers on the Llano 

Estacado. The successful crops of rice corn were largely 

responsible for the Quakers' thriving as they sold grain to 

ranchers for $1.25 a bushel weighing 60 pounds (O'Kelly, 
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1978) . The ranchers bought all the grain the Quakers could 

produce. 

The agricultural successes of the Quakers brought more 

people and with them came the newspaper. The 1887 advent of 

the Crosby County News was both a good and bad event. 

Murry, the editor, lauded the miraculous land the Quakers 

had discovered and brought many non-Quakers into the area as 

well as land speculators. The Quakers did not want 

outsiders to settle near them, and the ranchers did not want 

farmers encroaching on their ranching country either. 

By 1887, Estacado had become the center of activity of 

some 9,000 square miles. By 1888, the county had a 

courthouse and a jail, and by 1890, this Quaker community 

had two churches, a college, and 9 businesses (Abbe, 

Carlson, and Murrah, 1989). 

A new settler from North Carolina, Roxanah M. Cox 

(1881, November 8), described a trip to Colorado City 135 

miles away where the family purchased some lumber and 

attempted "to engage someone to bring it out for us, but it 

seemed that everybody was busy, and would be for some time" 

(p. 1) . Just when the family had determined to live in 

their tent another winter, they saw a "wagon in the 

distance...drawn by eight large oxen--part of it was for the 

school house and the rest for Gideon and ourselves" (p. 2). 

The lumber for the school (Roxanah did not say church) 

arrived soon after. Yet, to speak of the school was to 
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speak of the church, for they were one and the same in the 

minds of the Quakers. The combination of high morals and 

developed culture made religion and education synonymous and 

necessary for the perpetuation of the culture. The proper 

Quaker name for a school was church institution (Burgess, 

1928). By 1882, the little Quaker village of Estacado would 

begin the Central Plains Academy. 

Some thirty miles away to the north in 1878, the area 

which would be known as Floyd County was attached to Crosby 

County which had been settled by the Quakers in 1878. By 

1884, the first settlers came to Floyd County and named 

their small community Delia Plain. This community was the 

result of land speculation (Handbook of Texas. 1952). When 

Tom J. Braidfoot along with Jim S. and John R. McLain began 

the Delia Plain settlement adventure, their goal was first, 

to secure grazing land, and second to secure a county seat 

for Floyd County. Braidfoot knew Crosby County was well 

established, so he anticipated Floyd County would not be far 

behind (Holmes, n.d.). The town of Delia Plain founded in 

1886 boasted the first post office in Floyd County 

established early in 1888 (Flovd County History Memories. 

1979) . Subsequently, the Delia Plain Male and Female 

Institute was founded in 1887. By 1890, Floyd County 

officially organized and named Floydada as the County Seat. 

These dates encompass only four years, but during those 

years, Lockney, Floydada, and Delia Plain fought with each 
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other until Delia Plain died, and the other two communities 

took the tentative political victory. 

Soon the McLains brought a cousin, R. E. L. McLain, to 

edit a local paper. He was also tireless in proclaiming the 

benefits of living on the Plains. J. R. McLain had been a 

Forty-Niner and had a yen for frontier life (Holmes, n.d.). 

J. S. McLain investigated the Plains before he moved his 

family. Because he found it to his liking, he filed on the 

section north of Delia Plain. 

Another important resident locating near Delia Plain in 

1890 was C. W. Smith, a Church of Christ preacher. 

According to one report, C. W. Smith said Floyd County was 

the "Garden Spot" of the world, and he thought the "smartest 

thing he ever did" was to move his family here (Holmes, 

1994) . This active man of the cloth preached across Floyd, 

Crosby, and Hale Counties, setting up churches in Old Emma 

in Crosby County, Petersburg in Hale County, Lubbock in 

Lubbock County, and Irick in Floyd County. C. W. Smith was 

also one of two founders of Lockney Christian College, the 

next college to be considered (Holmes, n.d.). 

The Delia Plain town venture was fraught with 

political discord almost from the very beginning: 

Last week Colonel McLain was in Estacado 
on business for his town, Delia Plain, and 
Floyd County. Another effort to organize 
that county has met with failure, and we are 
sorry to see the hard feelings got up now 
existing between Floyd and Crosby Counties. 
It is doubtful if the policy pursued by the 
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Commissioner's Court in the matter is a wise 
one. (Crosby County News. 1887, November 28, 
P- 2, c 1) 

The "policy" referred to was that McLain was attempting 

to force an election for the county seat before Floydada, a 

newer town, was ready. The Commissioners were located in 

Crosby County, and were in no hurry to call an election. 

Floydada was in no hurry to call an election either because 

the citizens knew they did not have the population to win 

the county seat. 

Other towns began to grow about the same time as well, 

among them, Lockney. Soon, the tiny town of Lockney also 

decided to seek the County seat and began to politick 

actively for the same position in the county that Delia 

Plain wanted. 

The Crosby County Commissioners still refused to call 

the election, and hard feelings surfaced via the newspapers 

(Holmes, n.d.). While Delia Plain and Lockney were feuding, 

Floydada was growing steadily and finally was organized in 

1890. To the surprise of the feuders, and with the help of 

itinerant cowboy voters who were promised free whiskey and a 

free town lot in return for their votes, Floydada became the 

county seat (Holmes, n.d.). 

Political struggles, widely spread population, and 

economic hardship caused people's reluctance to invest hard-

earned money to support a divided community effort. 

Although Delia Plain began as many other communities did on 
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the South Plains, the underlying friction in the community 

caused it to fail. Some years later, in 1894, the third 

college, on the South Plains predating 1900, Lockney 

Christian College, was founded in Lockney, a small community 

in Floyd County. Lockney grew steadily as a result of the 

demise of Delia Plain and increasing success with 

agriculture in the region. 

Central Plains College 

Paris Cox, the Quaker founder of Estacado, Texas, 

arrived on the plains of Texas in 1877. Attaching himself 

to some buffalo hunters for a hunt. Cox wound up at Julia 

Lake between Plainview and Estacado (Bentley, 1924), near 

Blanco Canyon and was extremely impressed with the land. 

His visit in 1877 was fortuitous in that he made the 

acquaintance of H. C. (Uncle Hank) Smith who had come to 

Blanco Canyon in 1877 (Burgess, (1928). After Cox returned 

to Indiana from his buffalo hunt, he proposed that the 

Quaker community buy into a farming venture on the Llano 

Estacado. Approval was quick and Cox purchased twenty 

Dallas and Wichita Railroad certificates amounting to 50,000 

acres at twenty-five cents per acre which he then resold to 

his Quaker settlers at fifty cents per acre (Curry, 1979) . 

From its American beginning in 1667 in Pennsylvania, 

education for both boys and girls was important to the 

Quakers. They believed that since their religion involved 
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particular dress and speech and appropriate silence, hence, 

they believed that public education would not serve to 

perpetuate their way of life; thus, from that time, whenever 

a colony began, a school began simultaneously with the 

church. The school provided two kinds of instruction: 

"practical learning and religious indoctrination" (Jenkins, 

1986, p. 116). Reading, writing and arithmetic were basic 

to a Quaker education, for all these skills are necessary 

for reading the Bible, managing a farm, or shopkeeping. 

Girls did not have such a broad education, but learned 

"civil and useful" skills (p. 116). Quakers originally 

mistrusted higher education for they thought it to be 

worldly (Furnas, 1969), but over time, Quakers came to value 

higher education as a means of perpetuating their culture. 

Estacado built the first school in 1882. The original 

Quaker school was held in a small dugout which served the 

dual purpose of church as well. This small village provided 

a unique cultural perspective to the settling of the South 

Plains as it was the only Quaker community south of Kansas 

for many years. "The Academy was one of the fondest dreams 

of the Estacado Quakers" (Hall, 1961, p. 49), and it came to 

fruition in 1882, when Ruth Emma, Dr. Hunt's daughter taught 

the first school for six children in the Llano Estacado 

(Cox, n.d.), the Hank Smith children among them (Curry, 

1979) . Lee Noble went to the town's public school which had 

no Quaker teachers. As a matter of fact, Estacado Academy 
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at Blanco Canyon was first taught by "Aunt Hank" for a while 

(Curry, 1979) . 

Noble emphasized that 

The Quakers were rather selfish and 
clannish, separatists in every sense of the 
word. They did not like their children to 
mix with other children. By 1887, this small 
school had become the Central Plains Academy 
which would become the first college on the 
South Plains. They did not allow any Gentile 
children to go to school there. (Curry, 1979, 
p. 1) 

The antagonism reported by Noble suggests that non-

Quakers resented the fact that they were not allowed to go 

to the Quaker school. The Smith children were not Quakers, 

so they were the exception to this rule, apparently. Mrs. 

Smith was Presbyterian and Hank was Catholic. Mrs. Smith 

and her children sometimes worshiped with the Quakers, but 

Hank never did (Curry, 1979). The Smith children must have 

boarded in Estacado as the Rock House where the Smiths lived 

was over thirty miles away. The exception for the Smith 

children's education in Estacado seems to be a returned 

favor for Hank Smith's help to Paris Cox. The schooling 

experience in Estacado was short-lived as Mrs. Smith soon 

opened the Blanco Canyon School. 

As it happened, all citizens were charged a tax for 

schooling; but Gentiles were not allowed access to the 

Quaker school, thus creating a basis in fact for the hard 

feelings (Curry, 1979), which culminated in political 

showdowns over the county seat and over public gambling. 
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Soon Mr. George W. Lewis and Miss Elva Lewis, graduates 

of Pennsylvania College in Oakalusa, Iowa, came to Estacado 

to develop the school (Bentley, 1924; Harris, 1929). Miss 

Lewis taught for six years in the Estacado Academy, then 

took a leave of absence to study at Bryn Mawr College, after 

which she returned to the Colony because she 

felt an abiding interest, exercising powerful 
influence for good over the young men and 
young women of the neighborhood. She 
possessed the faculty of putting her best 
into her calling as a teacher and many were 
the students who, under her wholesome and 
holy influence, were awakened to the high 
calling of Christian service. (McGinnis, 
1972, p. 9) 

A building committee was formed and became responsible 

for a new school building which would also serve as a church 

meeting house (McGinnis, 1961a, pp. 9-10). 

In 1884, a two-story church building was constructed 

and the school moved to the building, adding high school 

level courses. This school acquired new desks, school 

books, and a large bell from Fort Worth (O'Kelly, 1978) and 

officially became the first tax-supported school on the 

South Plains; but it was for Quaker children alone (Ellis, 

undated). 

In 1890, two additional years of study were added to 

Central Plains Academy, and thus. Central Plains College was 

established and acted as an extension of the existing school 

in the same building. The minutes of the colony reflect 
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that on December 19, 1891, the colonists approved a $10 

payment for the charter of the Academy (Hall, J., 1961). 

Professor Jesse H. Moore, a graduate of Haverford 

College in Philadelphia and a Doctor of Philosophy from 

Johns Hopkins University, was the superintendent. His wife, 

Mrs. Moore, held a Bachelor of Music from Johns Hopkins 

University (Jenkins et al., 1986). One hundred students 

attended the college by the third year (O'Kelly, 1978). The 

fact that there were so many students reported by several 

sources suggests that non-Quakers were admitted to the 

College; for at its height, the village records indicate 

only 238 residents. 

The church-school combination provided the religious-

social life of the community. Weddings, Christmas programs, 

and singing conventions constituted some of the religious 

celebrations, while plays, student recitals, literary 

societies, debating events, operettas and picnics were 

featured school activities (Jenkins et al. , 1986). 

By February 20, 1892, the minutes of the meeting show 

that Friends would sell stock in the Central Plains Academy 

(McGinnis, 1961b) in order to secure a State charter for the 

Academy. One month later, on March 19, 1892, the meeting 

minutes note that the Academy Trustees 1889 asked to be 

released from their appointed duties because the State 

charter required that trustees be elected annually 

(McGinnis, 1961b). 
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Over a year later, on October 21, 1893, the trustees 

voted to turn all monies collected for building back to 

those who had donated (McGinnis, 1961b). This move may have 

been political in that the strife in the community had 

reached a boiling point. The stock membership secured the 

building as a Quaker building not to be usurped by non-

Quakers . 

Dr. J. W. Hunt, a student of the Quaker College, noted 

that the value and worth of the school could be judged by 

its graduates whom he details: 

We took our schooling very seriously. 
To flunk was a villagewide disgrace.lt was a 
matter of honor to make good grades, and to 
lead one's class was the height of ambition. 
In my class were 18 graduates. Five are now 
ministers of the Gospel. Four are, or have 
been, college presidents. Two became foreign 
missionaries, and four were leaders of the 
Quaker faith wherever they went. Of the 18, 
only one conspicuously drifted away from his 
religious ideals and made a shipwreck of his 
fate, but I am told he has lately come back. 
(Houston Chronicle. January 6, 1924, n.p.) 

Hunt's description of the students of Central Plains 

Academy succinctly describes the product of the Quaker 

efforts. The Quaker's belief in separatism should have 

enabled them to maintain the purity their faith demanded, 

but even in its remoteness, the colony was not immune from 

contamination. The active recruitment of settlers 

ultimately caused Paris Cox's Utopia to fall, and with it 

the school. 
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Today, only a granite marker and a cemetery mark the 

place Paris Cox dreamed of for his Utopia (Cox, n.d.), the 

Queen of the Plains, a cultural center for twelve years 

(O'Kelly, 1978). In summary, Estacado was "a little oasis 

of Eastern and Northern culture [that] had been planted on 

the vast plains of West Texas" (Harris, 1929, p. 9). 

Delia Plain Male and Female Institute 

Some thirty miles northward, the little town of Delia 

Plain was beginning its roots, but its existence in Floyd 

County would lead to a politically charged history because 

of the competition for the county seat. In 1887, the town 

of Delia Plain, named for Delia McLain whose father financed 

the enterprise, began in south central Floyd County just six 

miles northwest of Floydada. Delia Plain fought Floydada 

for the county seat, but the town ultimately lost the hotly 

contested election to Floydada; and people began to drift 

away, settling in Floydada and Lockney. 

In the spring of 18 90, J. R. McLain was in Seymour, 

Texas, on business when he heard the Reverend B. F. 

Fronabarger, proprietor of a large private school at 

Springtown, Parker County, speak. McLain invited the 

schoolman to Delia Plain, and soon Fronabarger visited Delia 

Plain and made preparation to establish the "Male and Female 

Institute" which would have primary, preparatory and 

collegiate departments. 
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The Reverend B. F. Fronabarger agreed to furnish 

teachers, operate the school, erect a school building, and 

maintain and supervise the school for five years, after 

which time the ownership of the school as well as some town 

lots would be transferred by title to Fronabarger (Hall, 

1922). These preparations and contracts were made hastily, 

for Fronabarger soon advertised the school 

Come to the beautiful little city of 
Delia Plain, in County of Floyd. Send your 
children. They will find board cheap, but 
good; tuition reasonable, instruction 
thorough; discipline kind but rigid. Send 
your sons that they may get the advantages of 
a college course. Send your daughters that 
they may become skilled in the finer arts, as 
well as being equipped for the sterner duties 
of life. (Delia Plain Review. 1890, n.p.) 

The notice outlines a boarding school for girls and 

boys which would operate according to a strict discipline. 

It also notes that there would be a difference in the 

curriculum for girls and boys with the boys getting the 

actual academic training. 

The first school in Floyd County was erected in the 

small village in 1890 with the five hundred dollars 

Fronabarger raised in the community (Floyd County History 

Memories, 1979, p. 27). Miss Emma Lewis, a Quaker girl from 

Estacado, was the first teacher. Emma had taught in the 

Estacado school for six years prior to this position, then, 

according to McGinnis (1972) went to Bryn Mawr for further 

education before returning to Estacado. The explanation for 

the overlapping of dates is that the school terms were 
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short, the one in Delia Plain being only four months; so 

Emma was able to teach in two or three schools during the 

same year. 

The political warring which went on among the three 

communities of Delia Plain, Floydada and Lockney served no 

one in any of the three communities, least of all the Delia 

Plain school. The Delia Plain town fathers believed that 

building the college would strengthen their claim for the 

county seat, but the town wars were fought publicly in 

newspapers which spared no feelings in editorials. 

Lockney Christian College 

Lockney benefited from that discord. Many people who 

had lived in Delia Plain moved to Lockney and to Floydada 

which concentrated the county's population. Even though 

some of the Delia Plain leaders such as the Braidfoots and 

the Briscoes moved to Briscoe County and helped found 

Silverton, many others moved to the remaining towns in Floyd 

County. 

Lockney's growth and the interest of two Church of 

Christ ministers were fortuitous in that they were 

simultaneous. By 1891, Central Plains Academy had closed 

and no college existed on the South Plains, so the timing 

was right for an institution of higher education in Lockney. 

C. W. Smith, a native of Mississippi and Church of 

Christ preacher who lived at Delia Plain for four or five 
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years, was one of the citizens who moved to Lockney. C. W. 

Smith was converted to the Church of Christ faith by S. W. 

Smith, and C. W. Smith immediately became an ardent advocate 

and minister for the church. S. W. Smith, a Church of 

Christ preacher who resided in Lubbock along with C. W. , 

decided to build a college. Related only by faith and 

background, both Smiths had lived at Thorp Springs where 

Add-Ran College, the precursor of Texas Christian 

University, received its solid start from Addison and 

Randolph Clark. The Clarks were noted Church of Christ 

ministers and frontrunners to all Church of Christ educators 

in Texas. In 1894, a Christian preacher from Lubbock 

County, S. W. Smith, was in Floyd County conducting 

services when the subject of a Christian College came up for 

Lubbock County. S. W. Smith tried to convince C. W. Smith, 

another Christian preacher, to help him with a Christian 

College in Lubbock; but C. W. Smith insisted that Floyd 

County would be better. Soon, an argument ensued over 

whether Floydada or Lockney would be better. The Floydada 

community had possession of the Delia Plain building which 

had been physically moved there after the demise of Delia 

Plain, but citizens balked at the expense of supporting a 

college and backed out of the negotiation. So, the 

ministers built the college at Lockney as a private 

enterprise, which later transferred its interest to the 

Church of Christ and became Lockney Christian College. 
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In trying to determine a site for the college, the 

Smiths went first to Floydada and then to Lockney. The 

Smith twosome petitioned the city of Floydada for a donation 

of 160 acres of land close to the town and asked for the old 

Delia Plain Male and Female Institute building which had 

been moved to Floydada after it closed (Hall, H.V., 1947), 

but the men met with "indifference" (Holmes, 1994, p. 1). 

They even perceived the newspaper made light of their 

endeavor. The citizens of Lockney, however, encouraged 

them; so, in 18 94, they built a school on land which C. W. 

Smith owned at that site. 

The two bought a total of 32 0 acres which would 

specifically be used as a site for a college. The land 

included tracts from four citizens of the area (Hall, H.V., 

1922). Soon, J. A. Baker moved his store to the college 

site and the townsite of Lockney was firmly established. On 

September 2, 1894, with fifteen pupils, the college opened 

in two rooms measuring 24' x 44' and was capable of 

accommodating two hundred students. J. D. Burleson and his 

wife, Sadie, were the first teachers (Lockney mss., 1994). 

According to Jones (1939), Burleson had only a teacher's 

certification earned by hard work, self education and, 

apparently, a short stay at a teacher's college. By 1896, 

the college had a ten-month session and a 46-pupil 

enrollment (Smith, C.W., n.d.). The good start of this 

institution was helped but also thwarted by the fact that 
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the public school closed in 1895. The closure increased 

enrollment which helped the institution, but the people 

demanded that Bible lessons be limited to after school 

hours, so the religious influence was suppressed in favor of 

the public domain (Piatt, 1960). 

C. W. Smith wrote 

This school was not founded as a money 
making institution but one to do good in 
filling a much needed want among the people 
of the Plains in preparing our children for 
the practical duties of life. We earnestly 
oppose all foolishness, extravagance and 
hurtful influences. We desire to impress 
every student with the true idea of life and 
a deep earnest desire to secure useful 
knowledge. (C. W. Smith, n.d., n.p.) 

Smith also wrote that the college was needed and 

served the purpose of "thoroughness and accuracy" which 

other institutions did not have (Hall, H.V., 1922, p. 

128) . He also stated that the purpose of the 

institution was to "give students a practical business 

education" (p. 128), which made it more industrial than 

liberal in nature. 

Interestingly, this college was to be a private 

enterprise even though all of the founding parties were 

members of the Church of Christ faith (Ledlow, 1926). The 

"bible" was "doctrinal Bible" meaning that strict Church of 

Christ beliefs would be adhered to (Ledlow, 1926). For 

example, there would be no athletics nor any other popular 

amusements that resembled worldliness. The institution 

would stress cooperation among all Christian faiths rather 
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than focus on one faith. This idea grew out of two needs. 

The first was to avoid labeling the institution so that all 

students of all denominations would be more likely to come. 

The second was to call upon people of all faiths to 

contribute to the welfare of the college without prejudice 

as no endowments existed. 

This strict belief of the Church of Christ had a Texas 

connection. The Church of Christ church split into 

conservative and progressive factions before 1900 as a 

result of activities which took place at Add-Ran College in 

Thorp Springs, Texas, when Addison and Randolph Clark were 

at the forefront of educational efforts there. Hall states 

that the Lockney College, the oldest of the conservative 

institutions, was definitely among the most conservative of 

these colleges and three of its presidents, Burleson, C.H.P. 

Showalter and N. L. Clark were among the most conservative 

of the educators. This ultra-conservative stance to 

religious education would be politically damaging in the end 

of this institution (Hall, CD., 1947). 

A second interesting development with this college 

which is not illustrated in any of the other institutions is 

that the teachers owned the institution. Fronabarger 

attempted such a move in the Delia Plain venture as a sole 

owner, but he was unsuccessful. Subsequently, the church 

ruled that school properties could be owned by individuals 
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rather than by boards of directors (The Firm Foundation, 

1902, April 1). 

By 1897, the public school building was moved to a new 

site, and Lockney Christian College was revitalized as a 

church school. Burleson resigned at this time, and G.H.P. 

Showalter became president. Showalter greatly increased the 

goals of the institution according to the Firm Foundation 

(1940, August 13). The addition of three teachers including 

a Mr. Swinney was important. Mr. Swinney became a regular 

contributor to the Firm Foundation, the official church 

magazine published in Austin, Texas, and he used his pen 

effectively to promote Lockney Christian College and its 

financial needs (Firm Foundation. 1898, April 5). 

For a while, W. F. Ledlow, former president of Lockney 

College, was considered the backbone of the school 

(Plainview Daily Herald. 1988); but it was James L. German, 

a "young, scholarly, enthusiastic, and qualified" president, 

who guided the institution well. Ledlow credited German 

with raising money, erecting new, comfortable buildings, and 

instituting a full four-year course of study. Under him, 

the enrollment reached 200 students (Ledlow, 1929). 

The three institutions of higher education on the South 

Plains originated from three very different sources. The 

Central Plains Academy was begun as a Quaker response to 

their belief in separatism. The Delia Plain Male and Female 

Institute was an attempt to bolster a fledgling town. 
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Finally, the Lockney Christian College was a more 

substantive effort at higher education in that it emerged 

from an organized religious movement. 

The following chapter will discuss the origins of the 

earliest institutions of higher education on the Panhandle 
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CHAPTER V 

ORIGINS OF THE EARLIEST PANHANDLE COLLEGES 

The purpose of this chapter is to explore the origins 

of the earliest colleges of the Panhandle originating out of 

the frontier culture before 1900. In the Panhandle area of 

the Llano Estacado, Amarillo College in Potter County was 

founded first in 1897, while Goodnight College in Armstrong 

County and Clarendon College in Donley County were founded 

simultaneously in 1898. 

The Earliest Settlements in the Panhandle 

The existence of three small towns in the formative and 

civilizing stages of the Panhandle is different from the 

South Plains in that a strong Mexican heritage and a 

religious colony provided the bases for more stable towns to 

follow. These first towns were wild and uncivilized in many 

ways. Not built for land speculation as many towns which 

followed, Mobeetie and Old Tascosa emerged as supply towns 

for buffalo hunters, ranchers, and trail drivers headed to 

northern markets; and they were towns with violent 

reputations. In contrast. Old Clarendon was populated by a 

group of religious elitists who placed education as a high 

priority. 

In the midst of very early settlement, each of these 

small towns had elementary schools. One history of Carson 
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iss a day of school!" (p. 294). Such aspirations for 

County (Randel, 1966) states that "education was the most 

important thing in the minds of most of the pioneers" (p. 

2 94). In fact, Maggie Marie Weatherly admonished her 

children, "If I'm dying or I'm dead, you children must not 

mil 

children demonstrated why schools followed initial 

settlement. 

Mobeetie, founded in early 1870, in Wheeler County, was 

incorporated in 1879, the earliest of all Panhandle 

settlements. It was also known as "hidetown" because the 

processing and shipping of buffalo hides dominated business 

during the early 1870s. By reputation, Mobeetie was mostly 

bad: its first citizens were gamblers, dance hall girls, 

buffalo hunters, freight haulers, cowboys, and criminals who 

fled west to avoid prosecution back East or North. Soldiers 

protecting the frontier also visited Mobeetie in search of a 

good time; and every few months, cowboys with pockets full 

of saved wages came into town and stayed until their hard-

earned money was gone (Amarillo News Globe. January 18, 

1976, p. 33-F). At its height, Mobeetie touted thirteen 

saloons (p. 33-F). 

Captain Arrington, noted Texas Ranger, arrested about 

1,100 outlaws himself on the plains of Texas, but Mobeetie 

was the toughest place he ever visited (Goodnight Interview 

with J. Evetts Haley, 1925). Mobeetie was bypassed by the 

railroad and damaged by an 1898 storm, so its population 
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dwindled to less than 150 souls at the turn of the century; 

and in 1907, the county seat moved to Wheeler (Price & 

Rathjen, 1986). 

At that time the local school in Mobeetie consisted of 

a "small picket house with a dirt floor and no windows. The 

building was too cold and dark for classes in bad weather" 

(Robertson & Robertson, 1976, p. 336). Miles O'Laughlin, 

who was the child of one of the first settlers in Mobeetie, 

said. 

There were no schools in those early 
days in Mobeetie. I went to the first one 
that was conducted. It was taught by a young 
woman named Lynch, in a little picket house 
with a sod roof and dirt floor. This was a 
private school. Shortly after that we began 
to have regular school sessions which began 
in September and lasted about six or seven 
months. I wasn't learning much in the public 
school, so my father took me out and sent me 
to a private school for three terms. A Miss 
Lucy Bench taught this school. She was from 
Massachusetts and had come out here to be 
with her sister whose husband was a 
bookkeeper in Rath and Dickson's General 
Merchandise Store. (Amarillo News Globe. 
Anniversary Edition, 1938, Section D, p. 20) 

Even though this school at Mobeetie was rudimentary and 

the environment was rough, the teacher had trained at a 

college in Illinois. She had taken the teacher's 

examination in Texas and had at least a year of experience. 

She was also fourteen years of age at the time! (McFarland, 

1939) . 

Meanwhile, in 1876, some one hundred miles to the 

northwest of Mobeetie, Old Tascosa was founded by Mexican 
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"pastores" who were sheepherders in the area long before 

famed rancher and settler Charles Goodnight brought his 

cattle through the territory looking for pasture. In Old 

Tascosa, settlers had adobe houses and their business was 

sheepherding. By 1880, Tascosa had become the seat of 

Oldham County and the home of a stone courthouse. In 1886 

according to the survey made by W D. Twichell (Truett, 

1982), Old Tascosa had "thirty-three residences, three drug 

stores, three saloons, one blacksmith, one wagon yard, one 

livery stable, one jewelry store, five merchandise stores, 

two restaurants, and one hotel" almost all built of adobe 

(p. 33). Twichell said Old Tascosa never had a church, but 

occasionally an itinerant preacher would venture into town 

to preach at the courthouse. Most sources agree Tascosa was 

a lawless and violent town hosting such Western notables as 

Billy the Kid, Pat Garrett, and Temple Houston. Of course. 

Boot Hill, the burial site of gunfighters who were buried 

with their boots on, is the source of much lore and 

speculation. With no explanation, the weekly news editor 

labeled the town the "Chicago of the Panhandle" (p. 36). 

Public schools began about 1882 in Old Tascosa (Tripp, 

1976) . Captain Ingerton's mother taught the first school 

which, by 1886, had eight white children and eight Mexican 

children (Snider, 1936). John Snider, who attended school 

in Tascosa, said, "Miss Boone, a cute and pretty young lady 

gave up her school after two or three days and went home" 
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(Tripp, 1976, p. I-H). The problem with Miss Boone as with 

other teachers of the period was the inability to maintain 

classroom discipline. It seems the older boys often "got in 

their bluff" early. 

Old Clarendon was much different from the other two 

towns in that it was founded by a Methodist minister who 

envisioned a Christian colony of saints. In fact, the small 

colony became known as Saint's Roost because of the many 

godly people, mostly Methodists, who settled there. The 

Methodist Conference sent the Reverend W. A. Allen, brother-

in-law of the founder of the colony, "to the district as 

principal of Clarendon Seminary" (Robertson & Robertson, 

1976, p. 254). The year was 1878-1879, and no seminary 

existed; but Allen did found a new school which he called 

Allentown Academy. Allen complained that the children did 

not come to school because they had too many work-related 

responsibilities at home. Even so, Allen is generally 

credited with being the Panhandle's first teacher and with 

giving Clarendon claim to having the first school in the 

region even though it was short-lived. 

Allen left town in 1881 for Fort Worth (Lewis, 1938). 

When the school failed, it was the Stockman's Association 

under Charles Goodnight's tutelage which financed the school 

in Clarendon for the sons of farmers and ranchers (Dobie, 

1964). Unlike Mobeetie and Tascosa, Clarendon survived as a 

town, but in another site five miles south of the first one. 
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The first Clarendon was located in a low spot which is now 

flooded with a lake. 

Interestingly enough, these small, rough schools which 

met for short periods of time held on while each year 

brought more settlers. Within ten years, the area was still 

very sparsely settled, but higher education was becoming a 

reality in areas close to these first communities. The same 

characteristics which allowed the plainsman to succeed on 

the Llano Estacado now became the predominant cultural 

characteristics which led to higher education in the 

Panhandle of Texas. 

Amarillo College 

Some few miles to the east of Old Tascosa, Old Amarillo 

emerged as a cattle shipping depot and as such catered to 

the cowboy population, which meant that Amarillo had several 

saloons. The three communities of Mobeetie, Old Tascosa and 

Old Clarendon were widely spread geographically, so the need 

for a more centrally located town which would serve as the 

commercial center of the Panhandle was evident. That town 

was variously named "Oneida," "Adessa," "Amorilla Village" 

and "Ragtown" (Price & Rathjen, 1986, p. 68). Organized in 

1887, the name of Oneida was tossed aside for Amarillo, the 

name of a nearby creek. Higher education began in this 

untamed atmosphere. 
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The beginning of the Amarillo College story unfolds 

with community social unrest over public school education. 

By 1889, the public school opened in the town with thirty-

five students (Price & Rathjen, 1986, p. 73). In 1894, four 

girls graduated from Amarillo High School. All was not well 

with public education in Amarillo in those early days, as 

James D. Hamlin (Haley & Holden, 1972) observed on his 

arrival in Amarillo. He recollected that the public school 

convened in an old wooden building, and instruction was 

inadequate through the ninth or tenth grades. He also noted 

that more ambitious students went east or southeast for 

advanced studies. 

For one thing, the school, a frame building, was 

located in the "flat bed of a dry lake" (Key, 1972, p. 122) 

and flooded during rainy season. Once, after a big rain, 

water "seeped through the cracks in the flooring and was 

level with the door" (Timmons & Timmons, 193 8, p. 19-B). An 

early settler of Amarillo noted that the building located at 

the present Ninth and Van Buren Streets flooded: "When it 

rained very hard and filled the lake on the side of which 

the school was built, classes had to be suspended for 

several days" (Beverly, 1933, p. 5). Of necessity, school 

was suspended during the rains, and the inconsistency was 

irritating to parents. The practical, geographic problem 

soon became a political problem. 
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The 1892 school year was turbulent as well. The 

Timmons reported that citizens of Amarillo either loved or 

hated Mr. Rosser, the principal. Some said he was 

wonderful; others said he was impossible. Mr. L. H. Rosser 

was an elderly man "who walked with a cane" (Truett, 1982. 

p. 58), and "turbulence characterized Rosser's year as 

principal" (p. 58). In attempting to whip a boy, a fight 

broke out in the classroom; the screaming girls evacuated 

the building; and the boys struck out for home on a holiday. 

In any event, many of the older pupils withdrew from this 

school and entered a private school. The private school was 

opened in 1895-1896 by none other than Twichell as a 

response to the educational needs of thirty boys and girls. 

The public school had no graduates for that year, and 

the public school situation continued in much the same 

fashion for the next two years with complaints about costs 

and overpaid teachers (Amarillo News Globe, 1976, January 

18, p. 4-H) until 1897 when W. D. Twichell's private school 

became Amarillo College. 

Twichell was a surveyor in Amarillo (Key, 1972), a 

civil engineer (later billing himself as a cadastral 

engineer--one who surveys using the positions of the stars) 

who graduated from a college in Lebanon, Ohio. Young 

Twichell's arrival at college was via a rocky route. His 

mother died when he was four years old, and he was 

inconsolable. The stepmother proved inadequate as a 
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substitute, so young Twichell ran away from home by the time 

he was ten. The father made it "unmistakably clear" 

(Truett, 1982, p. 3) that no formal education was needed to 

live and work on the farm. Ironically, Twichell and both of 

his older sisters were serious about higher education in 

spite of their father's opinion and their own troubled 

youths as stepchildren. One sister wanted to be a doctor. 

In response to loaning the daughter money, the father said, 

"I kissed the money good-bye. Imagine a woman doctor!" 

(Truett, 1982, p. 5). In response to Twichell's 

determination to attend college at Lebanon, the father said 

"not at my expense...." He added, "He is stubborn. He will 

make it. . . . If he survives the first year I may help him. 

I admire his nerve" (p. 5). 

Twichell came to Texas as a surveyor for a special 

project, and he determined to return to Ohio upon completion 

of his job. However, his first view of the Great Plains was 

nothing like he had read about. He was "dumbfounded with 

amazement" (Truett, 1982, p. 19) at the rolling plains and 

flatness of the land. Fortuitously, Twichell met W. S. 

Mabry, an important surveyor who offered him a job surveying 

the future XIT Ranch. By 1886, he had conducted a survey of 

200,000 acres of the XIT Ranch. 

During the next four years, Twichell grew from a 

tenderfoot Easterner to a seasoned Texan at the age of 

twenty-six. His trials by fire were those of his 
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predecessors on the plains: lack of water and food, buffalo 

stampedes, and loneliness. He often slept under the stars 

and led a lonelier existence than most cowboys, saying once 

he had seen only three women in over eighteen months. 

By 1890, Twichell arrived in Amarillo. Interestingly, 

this man. Potter County Surveyor from 18 92-18 96, responded 

to the unhappy parents of public school children and opened 

a private school. 

Judge James D. Hamlin, first President of the Faculty 

of Amarillo College and graduate of the University of 

Kentucky, and Twichell conducted some "advanced classes for 

a year or two" (Haley & Holden, 1972, p. 64) prior to the 

opening of the school for students who had graduated from 

public school. His popularity as a teacher was 

exceptional, and he drew many students from the public 

school. He opened up his private laboratory in one room of 

his home to chemistry students (p. 2-H). Twichell was a 

Greek and Latin scholar, an amateur astronomer, and an 

educator. Truett (1982) says Twichell was proficient in 

mathematics, physics, astronomy, and chemistry. 

Then, during the summer of 1897, Amarillo College was 

chartered with five board members. Four faculty members 

including Judge James D. Hamlin opened the school year. The 

combination of Hamlin and Twichell proved successful in that 

they purchased two buildings and moved them to the "college 

campus" (Haley & Holden, 1972, p. 64) which had been laid 
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out by Sanborn, a local realtor, when planning the town 

site. A Miss Maud Tannehill, who had earlier conducted 

private classes during the summers after the public school 

closed (Timmons & Timmons, 1938) and who held a master's 

degree from the University of Missouri, joined the two men 

and one other woman, and Amarillo College opened in late 

September 1897. Interestingly, Twichell "retired" at the 

end of the first semester, but Hamlin induced several of his 

classmates at Kentucky to come to Amarillo College, and the 

school continued. 

Twichell had given up his profession to accommodate the 

people of Amarillo who needed his gift of time and energy, 

but this endeavor was a "considerable donation" (Truett, 

1982, p. 59). He returned to his chosen profession of 

surveying, re-surveying Amarillo to correct mistakes made by 

earlier engineers. His unerring surveys which corrected 

many less-careful surveyors work were to stand in court many 

times throughout his career, and this work placed him in 

great demand throughout Texas. Twichell did not leave 

Amarillo, but used it as a home base for his state-wide 

services. 

Amarillo College was the first school of higher 

education in the Panhandle of Texas. Founded in 1897, it 

lasted for twelve years, the response to social unrest among 

citizens. In 1897, Amarillo was a fledgling rough and rowdy 

cowtown, and its reputation suffered because it was a cattle 
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shipping depot, yet the efforts of Twichell and Hamlin 

brought higher education to the Panhandle. 

Goodnight Collegp. 

Some thirty miles to the southeast of Amarillo, in the 

midst of a tentative period of survival in the Panhandle, 

many stable and influential ranchers made their mark in 

history. The ones who came first not only blazed the trails 

and faced multiple threats, they brought civilization with 

them as well. Among the most well known of these was 

Charles Goodnight who founded Goodnight Industrial 

Institute. 

Goodnight College was among the best known of Panhandle 

Colleges. The town of Goodnight, Texas, was located on the 

edge of the Llano Estacado in northeastern Armstrong County 

on the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad. The story of this 

college may be the most unique of all the educational 

institutions on the Llano Estacado because of whom Charles 

and Mary Ann Goodnight were and what they represented during 

and after their lives. This story is best told in the 

beginning by examining the lives and characteristics of the 

founders, Charles and Mary Ann Goodnight, then telling the 

story of the origins of Goodnight College. 

Charles was born to poverty in Illinois and had no 

formal education past the age of nine. He said he only had 

one teacher. Miss Jane Hagerman, and that for only six 
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months (Haley, 193 0). However, Goodnight was a paragon of 

moral virtue and the American work ethic. Combined with an 

indefatigable constitution and the ability to foresee 

connections between events and consequences. Goodnight 

earned the name "Father of the Panhandle" (Key, 1972). 

Goodnight was leader of the "decent element" and when "no 

legal power was at hand, he assumed it" (Dobie, 1964, p. 

289) . 

One of Goodnight's cowboys for eighteen years, Timmons 

was only fourteen years old when he met Charles Goodnight. 

That close relationship began as Timmons recalled that 

initial meeting. He said he knew him immediately because of 

his physical features: 

...his massive head, those burning eyes..., 
his huge shoulders, his bowlegs, and his 
shuffling gait, I thought of Old Sykes, the 
king of the buffalo herd that grazed behind a 
high wire fence on the Goodnight Ranch. 
(Timmons, 1962, p. 4) 

Timmons often rode and talked with Goodnight about 

religion and education. He stated that Goodnight's religion 

was based on the Golden Rule, noting that Charles Goodnight 

"was no churchman, had no church affiliation" (Timmons, 

1962, p. 26). Still, Timmons knew that Goodnight gave money 

to found churches and to support them once built, among them 

the first Methodist Episcopal Church South in southern 

Colorado (Warner, 1964). Even so. Goodnight avoided church 

and felt no need to be saved (Dobie, 1964). However, in 
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spite of the protestations. Goodnight was later baptized in 

July, 1929, when he was 93 years of age, insisting on 

baptism by immersion (Robertson & Robertson, 1981) . 

Goodnight was very generous to schools. Timmons noted 

that soon after Goodnight founded the town of Goodnight, he 

built a "charming little church for Aunt Mary" (Griswold, 

1949, p. 142) and a school building and paid all associated 

costs. The church had a "graceful tower, raised floors, 

partitions for Sunday School rooms, an attractive pulpit and 

altar, and most delightful circular pews" (p. 142). The 

school was the first school in Armstrong County and for the 

six children enrolled. Goodnight hired a teacher and paid 

the teacher's salary" (p. 26). 

One day as Timmmons and Goodnight rode along. Goodnight 

encouraged Timmons to go to school; but Timmons said he 

needed to help his parents who still had six younger 

children at home. Goodnight proposed to move a house to the 

ranch for his family and provide a job for his father. The 

deal was made and Timmons' mother's dream of an education 

for her children came true. 

One example of Goodnight's leadership involved the 

Clarendon Christian Colony. Goodnight felt that "it was made 

up of well-meaning visionaries utterly incapacitated for 

pioneer life" (p. 289). About this time Goodnight learned 

that the nesters of the Christian Colony had children in 

need of schooling and that there were no public school 

97 



funds. He laid the matter before the Panhandle cowmen. Not 

a single one of them had a child to send, but they 

instructed Goodnight to prorate among them the expenses of 

employing a teacher, and for two years they thus financed 

the first school of the Panhandle" (p. 290). Said Goodnight 

of the first teacher, Tom Martingale, "[He's] a kind of 

roustabout and head of the cow thieves. We ought to hang 

the son-of-a-gun, but let's put him to teaching school and 

keep him busy" (Dobie, 1964, p. 290). Martingale was 

successful at teaching. He was one of the few young 

teachers who did not have problems with his students. 

Goodnight often depended upon his wife for reading and 

for writing, although later in his life, he had a personal 

secretary to handle his correspondence (Hamner, 1935). 

Evidence that he was a prolific correspondent exists in a 

number of archives. Such letters are found to be lacking in 

grammatical construction, punctuation and spelling; but, 

just as often, they are succinct, to the point, and show an 

element of down to earth honesty. 

Corinne Goodnight, his second wife whom he married at 

the age of ninety, was aware of his sensitivity about 

education, for in a brief entry in her diary, she wrote "G 

says no President ever equalled Lincoln - were neighbors & 

[sic] knew him well--Has felt modest & [sic] timid in 

meeting big people because of feeling mortified by lack of 
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education" (Goodnight, Corinne, 1927). Among Goodnight's 

most quotable quips about education is 

Well born is good, but well raised is 
better,.... Environment is more than 
anything else.... I take the broad 
proposition that one-third of the population 
is not fit to raise children. They give 
stock more attention.... Parents won't do 
their duty. Impressions must be made in the 
schoolroom, or we are gone as a nation. 
(Hamner, 1935, p. 217) 

His philosophy of education came from his own feelings 

of inadequacy: 

I felt the need of it (education) 
myself, more and more as the years passed on. 
I noticed too, the difference in educated 
help on the ranch and the uneducated. Those 
that had schooling were easy to lead. They 
listened; they learned. (Hamner, 1935, pp. 
217-218) 

In time, Charles Goodnight met, courted, and married 

Mary Ann Dyer, a schoolteacher living in East Texas. Three 

notable western writers made the acquaintance of Goodnight: 

J. Evetts Haley, Laura Hamner, and J. Frank Dobie. All 

three write that Mary Ann was an exceptional woman. Mary 

Ann came to the Paloduro in 1877, the first woman to make 

the trip. That she followed him to the Paloduro (now Palo 

Duro Canyon) and lived there a lonely life, some 200 miles 

from the nearest settlement, except for the cowhands and 

occasional visitors is testament to her strength. "The 

weather, particularly the constant wind, and the threats of 

Indian attacks made Mary Ann feel especially isolated and 

vulnerable" (Rogers, Smith, & Scott, 1983, p. 133). Still, 
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that Mary Ann refused to leave the ranch for visits even 

when Goodnight insisted she do so, is evidence that she 

earned honestly her title, "Little Mother of the Panhandle" 

(Robertson & Robertson, 1976, p. 151). 

Mary Ann brought civilization with her. Once the 

Christian Colony was founded, she brought Methodist 

ministers to the ranch to hold services. During round-up 

time, the ministers would visit the range chuck wagons to 

socialize with the cowboys (Amarillo Daily News. 1940, 

September) . "Molly (Mary Ann) set up a Sunday School for 

the cowboys. She taught them to read, lent them her Bible 

and brought books for them to share" (Rogers et al. , 1983, 

p. 133) . The cowboys loved her (Timmons, 1962) and 

attempted to make her life easier. Testament to that love 

was the occasion that the JA ranchhands pooled their money 

and ordered a silver tea service from New York for her 

(Crawford & Ragsdale, 1992, p. 108). 

To combat her loneliness, Mary Ann provided comfort to 

all who came her way including the Indians and wildlife. 

"She never seemed to think of herself, and as a result she 

was one of the happiest and most contented women I have ever 

known" (Warner, 1964, pp. 81-82). Others echoed that 

belief. "Mrs. Goodnight has been making her home in 

Clarendon for a month. She is a very estimable lady and we 

wish she could become a permanent resident" (Clarendon News 

1879, August 2, p. 7). 
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That Mrs. Goodnight had been a teacher in many early 

subscription schools in East Texas is well known, and the 

assumption followed that she was college educated herself; 

however, Mrs. Goodnight said, 

I don't know what it is about me that 
makes people ask me where I went to college. 
Why, I never went to college at all or to any 
other school. There were no colleges in 
Texas nor public schools either when I was a 
girl. My only teachers were my father and 
mother, both of whom were well educated for 
their times. Then, too, I learned a lot from 
nature. (Warner, n.d., p. 5) 

Charles Goodnight said of Mary Ann, 

My wife, who was a teacher for many 
years appreciated the advantages of an 
education. She first turned her attention to 
educating our nieces and nephews, 16 in 
number. We sent some of them to Columbia 
Tenn (sic) and to the Georgetown University 
and other places. The great expense incurred 
in sending them away induced her to want to 
start the Goodnight College, where she 
thought several could be educated for the 
amount it cost to send one elsewhere. (Haley, 
1936, p. 137) 

So, Colonel Charles Goodnight and wife, Mary Ann, who 

subdued the Panhandle's obstacles, gave name to its 

organization, and order to its lawlessness, had all the 

characteristics of frontiersmen. Uncharacteristically, 

however, neither of them had a formal education nor children 

(Amarillo News Globe. 1976, January 19, p. 2-H); yet, they 

became college founders on the Panhandle of Texas in 1898. 

By 1887, Mary Ann and Charles Goodnight divided the 1.3 

million-acre ranching interest of the JA Ranch with Cornelia 

Adair, owner of the JA Ranch and moved upon the escarpment 
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of the Llano Estacado and founded the small town of 

Goodnight, Texas (Rogers et al., 1983). Within a short 

period of time, Mary Ann and Charles established a Methodist 

Episcopal South church near the town of Goodnight. 

Goodnight also established the first public school in the 

church. That school at Goodnight became larger as more and 

more children moved in. But, "no teacher was hired without 

the approval of both Mr. Goodnight and my father, and both 

were hard to please" (Timmons, 1962, p. 28). 

Soon, Goodnight decided to start a school for all the 

young men and women of the Texas Panhandle (Timmons, 1962). 

He wanted to build a school in which the students could work 

and pay part of their personal expenses, and he wanted the 

focus of the school to be the problems of living in the 

Plains area (Amarillo News Globe. 1936, January 19, p. 2-H). 

In 1898, at 63 years of age and after a long life of 

outstanding service and accomplishment. Colonel and Mrs. 

Charles Goodnight financed and built the Goodnight 

Industrial Institute in Goodnight, Texas (McFarland, 193 9). 

The institution was co-educational and placed particular 

emphasis upon the problems of Staked Plain's life with 

courses in homemaking and agriculture. 

Charles did not intend to finance the college by 

himself. He appealed to the 1897 Methodist Conference for 

church support for the proposed college; at the same time 

the Clarendon founders appealed for support. Haymes (1962) 
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reports that several leading citizens of Clarendon delivered 

the Clarendon proposal along with promised subscription 

money to the Conference, whereas Goodnight's proposal, which 

Haymes reported as his wife's idea, carried with it the 

stipulation that Goodnight would maintain control of the 

college operation. The Conference discussed the two 

proposals and decided to build the college at Clarendon. 

In regards to opening the school under the Methodist 

standard, Timmons (Fanning Interview, 1969) recalled that 

New Clarendon was a wild town, meaning it had some saloons; 

because of this many preachers initially favored Goodnight's 

offer. In the final analysis, however. Goodnight's offer 

was rejected because records showed Goodnight did not have 

clear title to the land he proposed to give. 

Timmons said that the rejection made Goodnight mad, so 

Goodnight opened his school anyway. The original Board of 

Directors was composed entirely of Goodnight's people 

including Mary Ann's brothers and ranch foremen. That same 

year, four small dormitories and a three-story frame 

dormitory for girls were constructed. Goodnight added one 

section of land for industrial use. 

When Dr. Marshall Mcllhaney, a schoolman who had been 

president of Stephenville College at Stephenville, Texas, 

came to Goodnight looking for a school. Goodnight hired him. 

He also hired his daughter, Annie Mcllhaney, and another 

teacher, Mrs. Scott, daughter of an Irish Baron, who was 
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trained at a conservatory in London, England, to open the 

Goodnight College (Armstrong County Historical Association, 

1965) . He made it as nearly self-supporting as possible, so 

that cowmen who raised 3 to 5 cent per pound beef could send 

their children there for a college education at a cost of 

nine dollars a month (Timmons, 1962). To aid the precarious 

financial status of the college, girls cooked, washed 

dishes, waited tables, and cleaned the dormitories. The 

boys worked in the fields to raise feed and cared for 

livestock. Timmons noted that the nine dollars charged for 

tuition never covered the actual costs, but Mr. Goodnight 

paid the additional expenses personally. Goodnight wanted 

the college to provide jobs for which students could work 

and pay part of their way (Amarillo News Globe. January 18, 

1976, p. 2-H). 

Little is known about the four years the Goodnights 

operated the Institute. The three writers who knew 

Goodnight and had his permission to write about his life 

were Laura Hamner, J. Evetts Haley, and J. Frank Dobie. 

Corinne Goodnight noted in her diary several times that she 

and her husband drove to Amarillo and other places to dine 

with these individuals; and at other times, she noted that 

Burton, who wrote the JA Ranch history, and Haley called to 

ask for information which Goodnight dictated to Corrine. 

However, their writings do not mention his administrative 

involvement. Other evidence such as college records are 
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assumed to have burned in the fire which consumed the 

administrative building in 1918 after the Buckner's 

Children's Home assumed control of the buildings. Another 

fire is supposed to have gutted Goodnight's office in his 

home soon after his death. It is unknown exactly what 

documents burned in those fires. 

Goodnight students' accounts detail individual 

perceptions of the college curriculum. Even though people 

knew the institution as a college, it was actually an 

ungraded school. At the time the college started, the 

decision was made that no public school would exist in 

Goodnight for a few years. As a result, small children were 

admitted to the preparatory department of the college 

tuition free (Mrs. Homer Mulkey, 1967, March 21). 

Timmons said, "It wasn't a college at all." A part of 

the Methodist church, there were probably twenty people in 

the beginning including children to grown adults learning 

first grade reading. Timmons noted that young people talked 

about going to college, but it was little more than a 

kindergarten (Fanning interview with Timmons, 1969). 

Another wrote, "It was a good school...non-

denominational, non-sectarian, non-everything, but thorough. 

From out of burrows as primitive as prairie dog houses came 

youth...with hearts filled with gratitude toward their 

benefactors" (Hamner, 1935, p. 218) . 
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Even though he had no children of his own, very early 

in the Paloduro period of his life, Charles Goodnight built 

a combined church and schoolhouse at Goodnight, Texas, for 

six children to attend; and he personally hired a teacher 

for them. Later, he and his wife, Mary Ann, saw the need 

for more education and built a college. This college filled 

a need for the geographic area, but it also filled a need 

that seemed to be deep within Charles Goodnight. Through 

others he seemed to fulfill his own dream of an education. 

Goodnight College was the product of one ambitious rancher 

and his wife. Founded by personal fortune, the school 

lasted for 19 years and responded to the founders' dreams 

for a practical education for young adults who would 

populate the Llano Estacado. Charles Goodnight's lack of 

formal education spurred him to provide education for those 

who had difficulty providing it for themselves. 

Clarendon College 

The Clarendon College story is different from the 

Goodnight College story in two ways: first, the founding of 

Clarendon had religious roots which impacted the desire for 

education; and second, the broad administrative base gave 

this school financial stability. 

Donley County, home of Old Clarendon in 1878, was 

formed very differently from many others counties on the 

Panhandle Plains. A British joint-stock company headed by a 
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Methodist minister Lewis Henry Carhart and his brother-in-

law, Alfred Sully of New York, came to the frontier to 

colonize 200,000 acres of land. Carhart was a graduate of 

the theological department of Northwestern University and 

the Garrett Biblical Institute (Lewis, 1938). Carhart and 

Sully intended "to bring...God, education, and temperance" 

(Vernon, Sledge, Monk, & Spellmann, 1986, p. 261) to the 

Texas Panhandle in 1878. Carhart envisioned a community 

with one class of people--those who were educated and 

strictly Methodist (Amarillo News Globe. January 18, 1976, 

p. 26-E). Local cowpunchers labeled the town "Saint's 

Roost" because of the temperate moral climate that attracted 

colonists. 

Carhart was well able to inspire others, for 

He possessed good looks, charm of 
manner, a spontaneous affection for people, 
and an inward fire of conviction which 
reduced to naught any will or opinion opposed 
to his own. He also had a genius for 
leadership. But unfortunately this talent 
lay chiefly in the force of a magnetic 
personality rather than in real ability or 
unusual depth of character, and as a result 
he was not always able to discharge as well 
as some less spectacular person the 
responsibilities and honors thrust upon him. 
(Lewis, 1938, p. 66) 

Still, another pioneer described Carhart as "a mixture of 

preacher, promoter, and actor, and so good in all three 

roles that he excelled in none" (Lewis, 1938, p. 86). 

Sully, Carhart's brother-in-law, provided the financial 

backing for the venture in this land rich with promise; but 
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he visited the colony only once (Lewis, 1938, p. 97), so he 

was not politically involved in Old Clarendon. Upon his 

arrival at the site of Old Clarendon, Carhart initially 

built a church and school combination; he then built an 

adobe structure for himself, his wife and two children. 

Finally, he built a hotel to house prospective colonists. 

However, the colonists who came under the influence of 

religious spirit were not temperamentally suited for the 

arduous life of the Plains (p. 70). Goodnight himself 

recollected that the people of the colony were the "least 

qualified for frontier people of any I had seen" (Goodnight, 

n.d., p. 4). Most of the original colonists departed the 

colony within a few years. 

In 1882, Clarendon was organized as the County Seat 

(Handbook of Texas. 1952) largely because Charles Goodnight 

wrote to Senator Spade Evans urging the townsite as a way to 

show progress on the Plains. In exchange for the county 

organization, the cattlemen would name the sheriff, judge 

and commissioners (Amarillo News Globe. January 18, 1976, p. 

26-E) . The people of Clarendon were happy to oblige 

Goodnight; and in return for the town site, the Cattlemen's 

Association named all the Commissioners, (Goodnight was 

one), the Judge, and the other county officials. 

In the midst of such change, Carhart held a firm belief 

that Providence would guide the colony composed of 

aristocrats and Methodists. He was wrong. The common man 
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was important as well, and the common man in New Clarendon 

was not Methodist Episcopal North by faith but Methodist 

Episcopal South. 

Still, by 1899, the population had increased to 2,765 

(Browder, 1975), which gave added strength to the Clarendon 

College support. The original colony was bypassed by the 

Fort Worth and Denver Railroad which came through Donley 

County six miles to the south of Old Clarendon. This 

location of the railroad forced the town to move. Once the 

"saints" moved from the old location, Irish Catholic 

families connected to the railroad began to move into the 

town as repairmen for the locomotives (Browder, 1975) . 

Thus, saloons came to Saint's Roost. 

The Methodist Episcopal South church opened Clarendon 

College in 1898 with a Board of Trustees numbering twelve, 

four teachers and 75 students (Price & Rathjen, 1986). The 

first year, all the students were elementary age pupils who 

might have gone to the public school, but the townspeople 

were so determined to have a college that they enrolled 

their children in Clarendon College (Harvey, 1958). The 

college grew out of Allentown Academy which had been 

established at Old Clarendon by L. H. Carhart of the 

Northern Methodist church. After the town of Clarendon 

moved six miles south to a site on the Fort Worth and Denver 

Railroad in 1887, the local citizens offered the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South, ten acres of ground and a two-story 
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brick building to establish a college. Known as Clarendon 

College and University Training School, the institution was 

accepted by the Northwest Texas Conference and opened as a 

junior college in the fall of 1898. J. W. Adkisson, the 

first president, was followed by W. B. McKeown in 1899. 

McKeown was given the decision between Goodnight and 

Clarendon as potential sites for colleges (Haymes, 1962). 

"No individual or personal interest has prompted the 

Clarendon College enterprise" (Harvey, 1958, p. 7). 

Clarendon College was hardly the result of "foresight, 

purpose, or plan of anyone, but sprang up spontaneously..." 

(Griswold, 1949, p. 149). 

The 1898 Clarendon College and University Training 

School Introductory Announcement read 

The College will be invested with 
chartered privileges. Students wanting to 
take a University course will be trained with 
reference to their purpose up to the grade 
where it would be proper for them to attend 
the University, thus rendering it unnecessary 
and unadvisable for them to attend the 
University until they are prepared to enter 
an advanced class in the University. Who 
would desire to be a 'Prep' or a 'Soph' in a 
University? After the prescribed university 
training course is completed, those who 
cannot, or who do not desire to attend the 
University may continue the course until the 
college course is completed to graduation. 
(Haymes, 1962, p. 323) 

The founders intended to make Clarendon College a 

senior college as evidenced by this statement in the 

Introductory Announcement 
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It is our object to build up Clarendon 
College and university training school to the 
reputation and character of a first class 
institution of learning and while we solicit 
patronage from all directions by every fair 
and legitimate means, we will not look so 
much to the amount of patronage as to its 
fidelity and regularity. Out in the great 
harvest field of the educational and 
religious world our noblest ambitions will be 
the earnest and humble laborers. We will 
gather all the wheat we can, casting out the 
tares and trusting the breezes of a good 
moral atmosphere to blow away the chaff. To 
our Master we are accountable. (Haymes, 1962, 
p. 323) 

Of importance in that quote also is the seeking not of 

one time financial support but of steady support from all 

sources. "While soliciting patronage from all directions by 

every fair and legitimate means, they looked not so much to 

the amount of patronage as to its fidelity and regularity" 

(Haymes, 1962, p. 323). After the first two or three years, 

however. Clarendon College became satisfied with junior 

college level. Every effort was made to standardize courses 

while keeping the belief of Christian education influential 

in every decision. 

An important distinction for Clarendon College came as 

the result of an offer made by Board President Stocking in 

1898 at the first Board of Trustees meeting. Adkisson made 

a talk in favor of a library and donated a copy of A 

Dictionary of United States History. J. L. Hollers 

presented a set of The Encyclopedia Britannica. and soon 

thereafter, citizens of the town donated a sixty-volume set 
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of The Nations of the World (Harvey, 1958). When school 

opened, the library held one hundred volumes (Shawver, 

1923) . Mr. W. F. White donated five hundred dollars to the 

library and promised one hundred dollars annually for that 

purpose (Catalogue, 1904-05). The donation prompted the 

Board of Trustees to promise one hundred dollars per year as 

well, and the library increased to fifteen hundred volumes 

by 1908 when a full-time librarian was hired. 

Another decision was made initially which was 

administratively sound: students would board with families 

in Clarendon. The founders did not attempt to build 

elaborate dormitories the first year. In addition, 

government was mild, but firm and dignified. Boys who 

refused discipline were dismissed. Likewise, ladies were 

expected to adhere to good taste and exhibit refinement, and 

the morals of student applicants were open to scrutiny 

(Haymes, 1962, p. 325). 

On the other hand, however. Clarendon had begun as a 

town of Methodist saints. The founder, L. H. Carhart, had 

been a college professor and minister in New York before he 

came to Clarendon, and most of the people who colonized the 

community were college educated people. For many years, the 

community had not only been known as Saint's Roost, but as 

the "Athens of the Panhandle" as well (Haymes, 1962). Even 

though the original founders had departed the colony, the 

Methodist influence on the community was solid. Citizens of 
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this community had wanted a school in which children could 

complete high school and go to university or in which they 

might "study music, art and expression" (p. 324). In 

addition. Clarendon's committee presented the subscription 

list to the District Conference and promised to build a two-

story brick building and deed it to the church along with 

four acres of land. 

There was one hold-up for the Clarendon proposition, 

however. An influx of Irish Catholic immigrants gave rise 

to as many as three saloons in Clarendon. The Conference 

clearly voiced the policy not to build any institution of 

higher learning in a town which housed saloons. After a 

contested election. Clarendon became a dry territory flying 

the banner of "temperance, education, and Christianity" 

(Browder, 1976, p. 310). 

The difference between the two proposals seems to be 

that Goodnight and his wife represented two people who would 

provide resources for Goodnight College. They also wanted 

to be in control of the operation of the college. In 

contrast, the Clarendon college was supported by twenty-one 

of Donley County's leading citizens who promised to turn the 

school over to the Conference (Haynes, 1962). Clarendon won 

the decision and the support of the Methodist Conference. 

It seems that the critical factor may have been Goodnight's 

insistence on maintaining control over the management of the 

college. 
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What is remarkable is that both colleges were built and 

opened at the same time, both were very strong colleges for 

many of the same years, but only Clarendon survived. Years 

later. Goodnight wrote: 

When the Orphan's Home turned the 
property back to me I found the (school) bell 
on the frames just as you now have it, on the 
ground. I took it home and put it to use as 
you know. I spent at least seventy five 
thousand dollars in the College enterprise, 
thus it was a very costly bell to me, as the 
bell is all I got out of it. (Haley, 1930, 
n.p. ) 

Clarendon College was the outgrowth of a community 

which was recognized for its religious fervor. One of the 

founding fathers of Old Clarendon envisioned this college 

which materialized several years after he left the town. It 

lasted nearly 2 0 years when denominational changes forced 

the transition to a tax-based insitution. 

This chapter has shown the origins of the three 

colleges which were founded in the Panhandle prior to 1900. 

The efforts of men such as Twichell and Goodnight and 

institutions such as the Methodist Episcopal South church 

were predominant primary forces in the founding of these 

institutions. 
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CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS 

Summary of Findings 

The first schools in the South Plains were different 

from those in the Panhandle area; and what is more, they 

were very different from each other. Estacado was a Quaker 

Colony founded by Paris Cox in 1879, and the only Quaker 

Colony in Texas at that time (Bentley, 1924). Within three 

years, the first school on the Llano Estacado, Central 

Plains Academy, was begun. Paris Cox, former North 

Carolinian turned sawmill operator in Boxley, Indiana 

(Conroy, 1983), was interested in coming to the Plains area 

because of the land; so he surveyed the area and came to 

rest at Estacado. By 1887, the first collegiate department 

of the Quaker school was begun. The Quaker school was an 

anomaly for the area and the times. While the other schools 

worked diligently to include young people of all faiths 

because they needed the income to operate, the Quaker school 

was strictly for Quaker children. Yet, several of the 

Quaker girl graduates of Central Plains Academy went into 

Gentile communities to teach non-Quakers. When the isolated 

colony could no longer forestall outsider settlement and 

intermarriage, the colony dwindled. Finally, when Paris 

Cox, the driving force behind the colony died, the colony 

faltered. 
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The Delia Plain Male and Female Institute also seemed 

to be politically charged from the very beginning. McLain, 

the founder of the community, came up with the idea of a 

college. Fronabarger, an outside educator, agreed to a 

business proposition unlike any of the other schools in the 

study. The business agreement stated that after five 

successful years at Delia Plain, Fronabarger would own the 

school. Fronabarger's agreement with the town's founder was 

removed from the people of the community; and without the 

direct support of the people in planning for their needs, 

the school seemed doomed from the start. In addition, the 

people were distracted from the school issue because of the 

contested site of the county seat. This distraction and 

jockeying for land position among the prominent townsmen 

sapped important physical and moral support from the college 

effort. Then, the rapidity with which the out-of-town 

lumber business foreclosed on the unpaid building debt put a 

quick end to this college. 

Finally, the Lockney Christian College was a 

substantive college effort. Its origins were based on a 

rather mainstream denomination, the Christian Church. The 

two ministers who founded the college were respected 

community members and had down-state educational connections 

to the Christian Church. In addition, one unique feature of 

this school was that after the teachers owned the school 

itself/ they had a vested interest in making the school 
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viable. Integrating the denominational tenets with town 

politics caused many citizens to withdraw much-needed 

support, however. 

The colleges in the Panhandle were more substantive 

than those of the South Plains because more populated 

centers existed there. Amarillo College originated out of 

public unrest and dissatisfaction with the school system. 

Twichell's interest in teaching children after school in his 

home chemistry lab placed him in the forefront of the 

college movement. The fortuitous staff addition of Hamlen 

made the school grow. The greatest accomplishment of this 

school seemed to be the successful transitional education it 

provided for public schools in Amarillo prior to the new 

Amarillo College in 1927. 

Goodnight College originated from one man's dream of 

higher education for young people. Regretting his lack of 

schooling. Goodnight conceived a college which would provide 

practical education for living on the Plains of Texas. The 

commitment of Charles and his wife to finance the 

institution was unique among the first colleges. 

Goodnight's personal wealth enabled the college to prosper. 

In contrast. Clarendon College was the product of the 

mainstream Methodist church and the very unique community 

known as Saint's Roost. This school was unique in that the 

original dream for a college started with a different branch 

of the Methodist church--the Methodist Episcopal North. 
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However, the dream was fulfilled by the Methodist Episcopal 

South. The devotion of the Methodist church to its small 

school was surpassed only by the commitment of the 

townspeople. This combination of church and community 

enabled this college to survive its closing as a 

denominational institution and emerge as a tax-supported 

institution which is viable to this day. 

Several interesting points arise in connection with the 

Methodist Conference's decision to support Clarendon and not 

Goodnight. The Goodnights had a solid history with the 

Methodist Church even though Charles never joined the 

church. Colonel and Mrs. Goodnight had financed the first 

Southern Methodist Episcopal Church in Pueblo, Colorado, 

during their brief stay there after their marriage. When 

they were in the Paloduro, Colonel Goodnight and his wife 

spent a great deal of time in Clarendon and attended the 

church and social functions of the city. They invited the 

Methodist ministers to the JA Ranch to preach to the cowboys 

and to eat and socialize with them at round-up. When the 

first school at Old Clarendon, Allentown Academy, proved 

unsuccessful, citizens turned to Goodnight to help with a 

new school. By taxing ranchers who were members of the 

Stockman's Association, Goodnight successfully provided 

education for several children in Clarendon. Then, when 

Goodnight and Cornelia Adair divided the JA Ranch after John 

Adair's death. Goodnight and Molly founded the small town of 
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Goodnight and started a new Southern Methodist Episcopal 

church there. Obviously, both Goodnights were competent, 

capable and righteous people. 

Analysis of Findings 

The purpose of this study was to explore the origins of 

the earliest colleges of the Llano Estacado frontier. 

Specifically, the five questions for this study were: What 

were the earliest colleges? Where were these colleges 

founded? What were the necessary and sufficient conditions 

for their establishment? Who founded the colleges? How did 

the founders establish them? Each of these will be answered 

in turn. 

(1) What were the earliest colleges? The earliest 

colleges varied in definition. They were elementary 

schools, advanced training schools, and junior colleges. 

Often, these colleges contained all three levels of 

education within one building. As the colleges were first 

established, they offered elementary courses for a few 

years; they then added more advanced work with time. One 

reason so many different thoughts exist on what these 

colleges were is because older children entering school for 

the first time might be placed in very elementary work, 

while others who had some elementary schooling might be 

placed in advanced or collegiate work. Because the 

collegiate student studied Greek, Latin, and world 
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literature among other subjects, the curriculum was quite 

demanding. The emphasis of Goodnight College on industrial 

education added another definition to college. The addition 

of agriculture and home economics courses were seen as 

practical school subjects for the Plains way of life. 

Goodnight College appears to be the only institution which 

employed such a practical approach to the curriculum. 

(2) Where were these colleges founded? These colleges 

were founded in the midst of fledgling settlements. While 

Clarendon and Goodnight and Estacado were closest to the 

Caprock, the others were inland several miles. Initially, 

trading centers were many miles away from all of these 

settlements, and lumber had to be freighted to construct 

buildings. Changing population centers, dictated by the 

railroads and by the politicking of influential, moneyed 

men, caused such a lack of stability in towns that it was 

difficult to get schools established. Many towns changed 

locations overnight when railroads changed course. For 

example. Old Clarendon moved to New Clarendon when the 

railroad went south. The change was drastic in that the 

Methodist Episcopal Church North gave way to the Methodist 

Episcopal Church South and the original dream of seminary 

education in Old Clarendon died with the town even though a 

new dream of denominational education was born. Old 

Amarillo moved to New Amarillo in a political manipulation 

which led an already wealthy Amarilloan to new financial 
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gain and power from his new town. The Lockney/Floydada/ 

Delia Plain fight ultimately caused all of those towns to 

suffer. 

(3) What were the necessary and sufficient conditions 

for their establishment? The necessary and sufficient 

conditions for establishment of these colleges included 

having the right person or persons, sufficient resources, 

and community support. Each community displayed great pride 

and faith in its future by establishing educational 

institutions. The nineteenth century penchant for letter-

writing and newspaper publishing acted in concert to draw 

new settlers from other parts of the nation. The existence 

of a college was synonymous with the stability of a thriving 

culture which directed its resources in support. 

(4) Who founded the colleges? The culture spawned 

individuals who, for a myriad of reasons, succored the 

founding of these institutions. Because early institutions 

reflected the values and ideals of those amazing individual 

representatives who founded them, the institutions fell prey 

to the weaknesses of those same personages and built on 

their strengths. Each of these early institutions of higher 

education was produced by the efforts of one or two men. 

Thus, the Great Man theory or the idea that certain 

individuals possess all the characteristics necessary to a 

viable institution is applicable in these stories. The 

schools were small, so one man could handle the 
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administrative load as well as the teaching load initially. 

In addition, these men had to be chief administrators, 

registrars, comptrollers, counselors, disciplinarians, and 

teachers. Often these men were responsible for raising 

money to keep the school open; and just as often, these men 

served with little or no pay. Sometimes, their wives served 

as dormitory mothers which, in plain terms, meant cooking, 

laundry, and supervising their charges. The president's job 

required constant attention and dedication. The demands of 

the job, as a result, drew men who dominated institutions; 

in fact, men were attracted to the jobs who had strong egos 

and strong constitutions. Twichell, Goodnight, and Cox were 

primary examples of men who provided outstanding leadership 

for their institutions. When their interest, their 

resources and their lives gave out, their institutions died. 

Because these schools advertised a proper and safe haven for 

young students, these men had to have outstanding moral and 

character traits. In addition, sources often described 

these men as good speakers who could persuade others to give 

money to the cause. These men were also described as 

handsome with easy smiles and affable with the public. The 

superficial elements of looks and charm seemed to be 

constant in the recorded descriptions, but the substantive 

elements of morality and ability were present as well. With 

the exception of Goodnight, all of these men included in 
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this study were well educated. Most of them taught the 

classics to their students. 

(5) How did the founders establish the colleges? The 

founders established the first colleges with intense 

determination to bring literacy to an untended flock of 

pioneers despite incredible adversity and lack of money. 

Individuals, groups, or denominations usually founded the 

colleges. Initial money for building was usually by 

donation, subscription, or through business deals. 

These institutions were founded in very new 

communities, the social roots of power were not deep, and 

when admiration for someone burned away, other, more base 

characteristics emerged. The jealousy and competitiveness 

illustrated by the Floydada/Lockney/Della Plain saga showed 

how the determination to succeed could be undermined 

financially by lack of cooperation among people seeking 

power. The Quaker story illustrated how prejudice could 

elicit resentment and lead to the lack of cooperation among 

people who feared a different religion. 

Higher education in the Panhandle of Texas was founded 

in ways much different from the South Plains. The 

settlements of Mobeetie, Tascosa, and Old Clarendon provided 

some stability of population that the South Plains did not 

have. Thus, the college movement in the Panhandle was an 

outgrowth of demand. Amarillo College emerged in response 

to community need and at the request of citizens. Goodnight 
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College emerged as a response to Charles and Mary Ann's 

desire to help others who needed an education, and Clarendon 

College responded to a deep-seated community belief in 

denominational education. All three communities which 

provided higher education had substantial social 

organization prior to the founding of colleges. They filled 

specific needs inherent to the environments from which they 

originated. In contrast, the Goodnight and Clarendon 

stories illustrated how determination and a solidly 

organized religious base could evolve into viable 

institutions. 

The decades following the Civil War gave rise to the 

unprecedented growth of denominational institutions, the 

second most important social factor in these institutions. 

The Methodist denomination appeared to be much more 

organized than the Baptists or the Church of Christ in that 

Methodists provided more down state monetary support for 

educational use in the provinces. The Northwest Texas 

Conference Methodist meetings records were much more 

detailed than meetings records of either of the other two 

denominations illustrating the church's organization and 

focus upon the church's value of higher education. The 

Methodist organization of a system of schools also predated 

and even influenced the Baptist correlated system which came 

later. As the system became more focused, church leaders 

saw the importance of placing all their support into 
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flagship institutions, which of course caused those 

fledgling institutions which did not receive the same amount 

of support to flounder and die. 

Of importance in the denominational struggle was the 

sincere belief that missionary work had to follow the 

frontier thus making the movement more geographic than 

denominational. Through its institutions, religion could 

win the struggle for the minds of young people and 

perpetuate its ideology. Ironically, the ideological 

conflicts were responsible for many of the institutions 

losing favor within communities. People were, after all. 

Christian in particular ways: Congregationalist, Disciple 

of God or other. Also ironic was the missionary-spirited 

zeal which caused individuals to overbuild institutions. 

The shortage of paying students often caused faculty to 

serve without pay or with greatly reduced pay. 

Because these institutions needed to be self-

sustaining, it was imperative that they attract numbers of 

paying students. Each of these institutions, with the 

singular exception of the Quaker school, was open to all 

students whatever their faith or gender. To be sure, 

educators attempted to convert all who entered to the 

Christian faith, but the diverse assortment of students and 

the very real need to keep all paying students enrolled 

helped move these institutions toward secularism. The 

Lockney school, which for all practical purposes was secular 
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for the first two or three years of its existence, is a good 

example of how this concept worked in fact. 

At the point a frontier is defined, many integrated 

mini-frontiers are also defined; among them, the educational 

frontier. Generally, the concept of frontier is that wild, 

rugged land ever west of the Mississippi and where wild, 

"shoot 'em up" cowboys ride the range. Perhaps it is 

television which brings those colorful images of the western 

frontier to the public and which makes those images popular. 

Implications for Higher Education Today 

The frontier colleges which emerged from the 

coincidence of timing, community, culture, and individual 

effort provide three important implications of this study 

for higher education today in terms of community-institution 

ties, governmental controls, and future applications of the 

concept of frontierism. 

Community-Institution Ties. One of the major problems 

facing the opening of each of these colleges was students. 

Where would they come from? How would they get to the 

college sites? How would they pay the costs associated with 

the education? 

Most of the time, students came from the communities in 

which the colleges were located. These colleges were 

founded before railroads, so the only mode of transportation 

was horse and buggy. These colleges provided stables to 
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house the horse population. The fees were often paid in 

part by the students bringing cows, sides of beef, and 

vegetables from home to use in the preparation of food for 

all students. The men who founded the colleges wanted them 

to be accessible to all students--physically and 

financially. Thus, important decisions concerning students 

had to be made. Many questions which plague modern colleges 

border on this point of decision-making, on questions such 

as morality. For example, today's student services 

personnel confront questions on proper behavior for young 

adults involving issues such as date rape and distribution 

of condoms. While administrators would like to "hold a 

tight line," they are prevented first by law and, second, by 

need to keep students. 

In effect, the community was synonymous with the 

institution since local money provided the impetus for all 

of the colleges. Thus, the institution was particularly 

responsive to the tenor of the community. When the 

community prospered, the college prospered. When the 

community floundered, the college floundered. The townsmen 

used high-sounding, pretentious names such as "Athens of the 

Panhandle," the name given to Clarendon College, in an 

effort to imitate the old institutions of the East. Such 

names embodied the genuine desires to associate with if not 

to provide that which was deemed synonymous with the best in 

higher education. 

127 



Governmental Controls. One of the most important 

findings and implications of this study is that of 

governmental controls. These institutions were outgrowths 

of the old American tradition of people providing for 

themselves. The idea was strong that, in the absence of 

government, the people would provide. In essence, where 

there was a need, the culture would satisfy that need. 

Perhaps the most exciting example of that independence was 

the Clarendon College story in which in the course of three 

months, a small city determined not to let a church destroy 

all the community had provided throughout the years. 

However, the question about government involvement must be 

asked. Should government have to provide the founding 

resources for colleges or should local and private 

initiative play a more important role? Related to this 

independence is the understanding that change involves 

taking risks. Just as moving to the frontier entailed great 

personal, physical risk, beginning any institution created a 

different kind of risk. The adventure--danger even--of 

taking the initiative for creating a monument to education 

where nothing else stood almost defies logic at this period 

of history on the Llano Estacado. Perhaps some few 

individuals such as Goodnight or McLain were risk takers of 

the first sort who envisioned themselves heroes in subduing 

the educational frontier. 
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Contrasting the old time college president with a 

president in the 1990s, it is noteworthy that the old 

president was often a Latin scholar and a full-time teacher. 

Today's president may have any degree; and if he or she 

teaches at all, it is on a part time basis. The old 

president interacted personally and constantly with the 

students and small communities he represented; whereas, the 

new president understands that the community is a resource, 

a lifeline to be met by a number of vice-presidents and 

specialists in charge of accommodating specific 

institutional needs. The area of political involvement was 

very important to the old president, but one he likely did 

not relish; political involvement at the local, state and 

national levels is of extreme importance to the new 

president. The old college was most likely to succumb to 

political waves quickly because the sole resources at the 

local levels were not deep and the people could demand 

change and expect it immediately. The new president must be 

acutely aware of the federal and state responsibilities 

affecting his/her college in ways the old president could 

not have imagined; and he is insulated to a degree from 

community opinion by layers of bureaucracy. 

The independent characteristic carries within it a 

certain irony, however. The independence to "do for 

oneself" was inviting for the builders, yet the early 

institutions were based upon very traditional roots which 
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evoked the symbolic Greek "Athens" in publications, taught 

Greek and Latin in the curriculum, organized the dormitories 

with adult supervision, designed impressive buildings in 

very ornate styles, and emphasized morality and strict 

discipline. Tradition enables education to become a 

harmonizer of people and, thus, perpetuates nationalism. 

Social and cultural tenets of the nation are propounded 

through its institutions. 

People are really very similar in their desire to take 

pride in their communities and their institutions. People 

like to be the first or the best. Today, this desire is 

found in economic development as communities vie for 

institutions to be built in their communities, for new 

institutions will benefit the economy of the community. 

However, in the struggle, negative human characteristics 

emerge in countless acts of greed, jealousy and self-

interest . 

Those who founded the colleges in this study had a 

particular spirit of altruism that may not exist in the same 

ways today. The founders were willing to give their own 

money, most of their time, and their energy to educating 

young people. Today, educators have learned the value of 

unions and faculty senates in pursuing a livelihood. Few 

faculty members would be financially able to start a college 

today, or for that matter, would even be interested in 

founding a college. Thus, the implications for 
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institutional founding lie within the community context 

which provides the necessary hospitable or inhospitable 

elements. 

Future Applications for the Concept of Frontierism. 

The future applications for the concept of frontierism in 

higher education point to changing needs in the population. 

As higher education moves into the twenty-first century, it 

is facing population issues unknown to the nineteenth and 

twentieth centuries. In the early years of American higher 

education, population was significant because it was so 

sparsely dotted across geographic frontiers. Today, 

however, the geographic frontiers have blended and 

population is more evenly spaced and physical access to 

colleges is assured for most college-aged students. 

The early frontier colleges sometimes adapted their 

curriculum to industrial education to meet the needs of 

their population. Similarly, meeting the needs of the 

population forms the crux of university issues today, and 

thus, becomes the frontier of the twenty-first century. The 

average age of today's university student has steadily risen 

and the older student is often searching for a way to 

refocus his or her career objectives. Often this student 

has a family and financial obligations and must work while 

attending school; thus, the university must respond to these 

needs in creative ways if it is to serve the community. 
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As the Information Highway opens in the twenty-first 

century, one new frontier for higher education will be 

distance education. The addition of distance education will 

be necessitated from two directions: the student and the 

institution. The institution will be forced to find ways to 

accommodate the older student who is removed from the 

mainstream of the university campus. As finances for 

institutions of higher education become tighter, 

institutions will once again be competing for students, and 

the super highway will be one way to recruit and to maintain 

the enrollment of students. Students, likewise, will be 

more likely to attend universities which have flexibility in 

scheduling and in programming. 

A similar frontier will emerge in departments of 

continuing education. As Baby Boomers reach retirement age, 

institutions of higher education can tap into the interests 

of the older citizen and offer programs geared to health and 

product ive 1iving. 

The concept of frontierism will adapt to the many 

microcosms within the university. For example, individual 

chairmen of departments will be looking at new frontiers as 

they search for answers to departmental problems, such as 

how to access the information highway. Departments such as 

student services are now and will continue to greet new 

frontiers on a daily basis. The university is a microcosm 

of society, and as such, society's problems are represented 
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on the campus. Issues of diversity and of health and 

welfare are beginning to emerge on campuses everywhere, and 

universities are beginning to define their legal 

resposibilities for students in new ways. As institutional 

leaders and planners gather to contemplate the new century, 

they will be facing new frontiers. 

The implications for the concept of frontierism point 

to voids and even distortions in historical research. The 

human and the environmental characteristics of frontier 

settlement allow historians to illustrate how each frontier 

is unique and yet how each frontier is alike and to 

attribute meaning to the changes settlement brings. The 

similarities and differences of frontier beginnings and 

their eventual successes and failures has inestimable value 

to researchers. One must not venture into future frontiers 

without adequate knowledge of past frontiers. 

Recommendations for Further Study 

This study undertook to discuss the origins of higher 

education in the Llano Estacado. The concepts of 

frontierism, however, are much broader than just beginnings. 

The development and demise of the same institutions is 

suggested as a way to extend this study and add another 

dimension to frontierism. Corollary to that study is a 

comparison of other short-lived colleges on other frontiers 

to the ones on the Llano Estacado. A related study involves 
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the differences between the earliest of the short-lived 

colleges on the Llano Estacado and the ones founded after 

1900. 

Additional studies include an investigation of the 

curriculum as old-time presidents attempted to move from a 

classical and liberal education to an industrial or 

practical education geared to the student of the Plains. 

The provincial colleges tried to perpetuate the kinds of 

education which their presidents and teachers had brought 

from the established schools of the East from which they had 

received their training. The transitions to industrial 

education were interesting and could be compared to today's 

debates over general and vocational education. 

Another study is the education of minority children in 

the Llano Estacado. The Panhandle region particularly had a 

sizable Mexican population, and a few references speak to 

the education of Mexican children. An occasional reference 

shows Catholic education was very low-key on the Llano 

Estacado which is surprising considering the Mexican 

influence in the Panhandle. A few references also exist 

which mention education for Negro children. Apparently, 

there were very strong feelings about slavery at least in 

Clarendon as reference was made to the true Southerners 

resenting the aplomb with which the Northerners, i.e., the 

Methodist Episcopal North, introduced Negroes as equals to 

respectable Southern whites. 
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Another study involves the movement of organized 

religion into the region and how the degree of organization 

impacted the efficacy of the higher education institution. 

Another study could involve the personal histories of 

early presidents and teachers on the Llano Estacado. All of 

these educators came from backgrounds outside the area 

except for Twichell, and their stories would provide an 

interesting profile of education, experience, and religion. 

How the intinerant preachers who went from town to town each 

month figured into education is a link which has not been 

made. 

Apparently the Masons and perhaps other secret, 

fraternal societies so popular at this time were greatly 

involved in education. Often, the members would provide 

materials and labor for building a schoolhouse and then 

utilize part of the building for a meeting room. The Llano 

Estacado Institute in Plainview was one such building. The 

Grand Lodge of Texas located in Waco shows no research on 

the role of the Masons in education on the Llano Estacado. 

Finally, Baylor University and the University of Texas 

were the only major universities in Texas during this 

period. Studies concerning the correlation of curricula 

between and among universities would be useful information 

in light of today's ongoing transfer function debates. 

Whether there should be a concentrated effort to correlate 
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the curriculum of all private and public institutions or 

ignore the private university prerogative should be studied. 

Further research involving the concept of frontierism 

might involve a similar study of more current histories of 

institutions. Parallel studies illustrating how transitions 

are made within institutions would provide important 

research for change today. The broad definitional criterion 

of a frontier involves two entities which come into play. 

By that parameter, any institutional change creates a mini-

frentier. Thus, historical studies of individual 

departments within institutions would illustrate how 

successful or unsuccessful decision making is approached; 

how successful or unsuccessful personnel decisions are made; 

or how successful or unsuccessful financial choices are 

made. The future research using the concept of frontierism 

is virtually limitless. 

Conclusion 

The concept of frontierism on the Llano Estacado 

embodied all of the lawlessness and dangerousness of 

survival, but it included the more refined symbols of 

society such as education and religion as well. The 

refinements of education and religion grew rapidly despite 

the hostile environment of the pioneers. The earliest 

attempts at organized higher education illustrated an 

outgrowth of the values and the culture extant in each of 
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the locales. Schools, simply put, reflected the 

personalities and problems of the governing powers--whether 

they were church leaders or professional schoolmen. 

Theoretically, frontierism is connected to all facets 

of the social and cultural and political environment related 

to settlement. To discuss the ranching frontier, for 

example, without divulging its interconnectedness to other 

facets of the environment makes the story incomplete. 

People were not and are not one-dimensional as institutions 

are not one-dimensional. People struggle for survival on a 

frontier, but in the midst of the struggle, evidence of 

beauty and scholarly interest arises. Some might argue that 

without those elements, no reason exists for man to be or to 

become. Hence, the institutions of higher education on the 

Llano Estacado responded to people's need for knowing how to 

better themselves. 
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