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ABSTRACT 

 This thesis analyzes the content of stories and social media posts of Mexican jour-

nalists from January 2017 to July 2018. This content was then evaluated in search of 

trends and consistencies in coverage, ultimately providing insight on themes and topics 

covered by the country’s journalists prior to their assassination. The media content used 

in this study was retrieved from national and local Mexican publications, as well as social 

media, and is from both murdered and living journalists. The findings suggest that the 

publication of content from independent publications that criticized the government 

and/or certain political groups was followed by the death of a journalist, often on the 

same day as the story’s publication. The findings also indicated that publications changed 

their writing style following the death of a colleague. These findings highlight the dire 

situation Mexican journalism faces in the current political and socioeconomic environ-

ment and the implications for advertising revenues, media ownership, and content fram-

ing. 

 

Keywords: Mexico, journalist assassination, murder, violence, framing, narcotrafficking, 

government corruption, cartel, opinion/editorial, social media, Twitter, Facebook, content 

analysis, press freedom, freedom of information 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 On May 18, 2017, Horizonte de Matamoros political columnist Carlos 

Domínguez wrote a critical column about the murders of many Mexican journalists. The 

outrage came from the death of longtime journalist Javier Valdez Cárdenas, the founder 

of the Sinaloa-based weekly magazine Ríodoce. In the column, Domínguez (2017) speaks 

of a national moment of silence that was issued by then-President Enrique Peña Nieto. 

Calling the presidential move a façade masking the injustice that exists throughout the 

nation, Domínguez made a life-altering claim when he wrote: 

Si se analizan los libros y artículos que presuntamente motivaron los hom-
icidios de la mayor cantidad de periodistas, se podrá observar que hay 
críticas severas por el salvajismo con que actúan los cárteles delictivos, 
pero sobre todo resaltan las sospechas dirigidas contra la clase política ob-
viamente coludida con los protagonistas del crimen organizado 
(Domínguez, 2017). 
 

Translated, the statement claims that if all the books and articles that were the alleged 

motivation for killing journalists were to be analyzed, it would be found that while the ar-

ticles do cover narcotrafficking and cartels, they all highlight suspicions against the polit-

ical class who “obviously colluded” with the protagonists of organized crime. Less than a 

year later, Domínguez’s life came to a tragic end when a group of masked men stopped 

the vehicle he was riding in, stabbing him numerous times in front of his family (RWB, 

2018).  

 According to Domínguez (2018), the Mexican government continuously uses tax-

payers’ dollars to fund social programs which, in turn, benefit business and political 
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elites. When these programs are criticized by journalists as they report on the misuse of 

public funds, some government officials may feel “ofendidos” (offended) by the words in 

print. Furthermore, Domínguez (2018) states the 124 journalists killed from 2012 to 2017 

– five during the week his opinion/editorial piece was published – were killed because 

they criticized the government. The targeted murders raised suspicions in regard to the 

way journalists covered politicians and government officials while reporting on issues 

such as government spending as it may be a determinant of who lives and who dies. Alt-

hough the idea from this thesis did not originate from the aforementioned article, 

Domínguez’s words focusing on the published content of journalists who were slain for 

unveiling truths and reporting injustice place a greater emphasis on the statistical find-

ings. 

 For journalists, time spent in the field can be dangerous, and the danger continues 

to follow through and after the moment of publication. As a journalist, I have experienced 

angry phone calls and physical threats from people, which I believe to be the result of the 

current hostile environment toward the media. RWB (2019) states volatile speech fos-

tered under President Donald J. Trump’s administration has led to “violent anti-press 

rhetoric” affecting reporting on a local level as journalists have been arrested for per-

forming tasks specific to their jobs such as covering protests or asking public officials 

questions; however, these problems are not exclusive to the United States. Serving as the 

embodiment of the watchdog role, journalists across the globe place themselves in harm-

ful situations to help bring stories to their audience.  

Living in a border state, it is irresponsible to ignore the dire situation next door in 

Mexico. With national statistics reflecting the tales of disappearances and homicides, my 

coursework in international communication created the foundation for this study as I 
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started blogging about the violence and cartel movements. Through the blogging, I 

learned the cartel violence was a major surface issue stemming from much greater under-

lying issues. And while not as evident to the U.S. public, for Mexican nationals, these is-

sues are literally a matter of life and death. 

Security and ethics issues, such as media ownership, financial contributions, and 

coverage themes will be addressed in this research, and the findings can serve as a spring-

board for further discussion on how journalism in Mexico and Mexico’s public policies 

can have an impact on global society. This study aims to provide insight into the histori-

cal and modern-day developments leading to and fueling the bloody societal and journal-

istic climate, which will help by providing the backing for a more in-depth, necessary 

study into Mexico’s dangerous journalistic climate. Daniel Javier de la Garza Mon-

temayor, researcher from the Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León (Autonomous Uni-

versity of Nuevo León – UANL) wrote that the citizens of Mexico have lived in fear for 

their livelihoods due to changes in the political and economic climate. As the introduc-

tory writer for a book of media studies by Díaz-Cervero (2018), which consists of media 

coverage analyses of Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzman’s capture and extradition, de la Garza 

Montemayor writes about the limitations of the collective studies insofar as the work 

does not focus on general narcotrafficking coverage, which would shed some light on the 

most dangerous geographical areas of Mexico that haven fallen prey to the lucrative in-

dustry of illicit drugs. Looking at journalist deaths based on geographical areas in Mex-

ico, Brambila (2017) compares national findings to international studies to find journal-

ists are at a higher risk of being murdered in areas with higher levels of social violence 

and in regions with more violations of human rights. This publication and that by Díaz-

Cervero (2018) show that while few in numbers, similar studies do exist; however, by 
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selecting content from social media and independent journalists, both living and dead, 

this content analysis becomes unique in its own right.   

The data for the content analysis was compiled from 400 different articles and so-

cial media posts from Mexican journalists, both living and dead. This content analysis 

sought to identify themes in content published by journalists in areas afflicted with vio-

lence. An overview of the history of freedom of information and the press in Mexico pro-

vides necessary context for understanding and evaluating the current effects of political 

initiatives and the incessant fight against narcotrafficking.  

 Freedom of information and the press are critical not only to journalism, but also 

for a thriving democratic society. While this may hold true to a certain extent in the 

United States,1Mexico’s governmental and societal climate has reached a tumultuous 

point as homicide rates are on the rise — some victims identified as journalists killed as 

retribution for their reporting (Bucio, 2018). All of these aspects are critical to future 

studies and the rule of law in Mexico as journalists have made the unfortunate transition 

from writing stories to making headlines as they become the victims of a wave of vio-

lence against the press. 

 According to an article in El Universal — a major Mexican publication and na-

tionally distributed newspaper— the first quarter of 2018 was the deadliest in the coun-

try’s history surpassing statistics for the same time period in 2017, which was initially la-

beled the most violent year for Mexico (Bucio, 2018). During the first three months of 

                                                
1 The RWB website shows in the first half of 2019 there have been 7 journalists arrested, 14 attacked, 1 
search and seizure of equipment and 2 leaked cases. One involving police acquiring the use of a search 
warrant to raid the home of a San Francisco freelance journalist Bryan Carmody in May after he obtained a 
police report on the death of the city’s public defender Jeff Adachi. RWB reports the police report con-
tained details of Adachi’s drug use and sexual history. Police seized numerous electronic devices and a 
copy of said police report from Camrody’s home.  
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2018, a total of 7,667 homicides were reported, a significant increase from the 6,406 

homicides recorded during the same time period in 2017 (Bucio, 2018). Although Mex-

ico’s 2018 homicide numbers listed in the country’s online “Oficios y Documentos In-

stitucionales de SEGOB2” are limited due to the data gathering process, the available 

numbers reflect a deadly continuation of the bloodshed in 2017.  

 On March 20, 2018, two months after the broadcast of a National Public Radio 

(NPR) report titled “Mexico Registers Its Highest Number of Homicides on Record,” the 

full annual report for 2017 was added to the country’s government database, and the ag-

gregated numbers compiled by Mexico’s Secretary of the Interior3 were well above the 

initially reported 29,168 homicides (Fredrick, 2018). According to statistics reported by 

the country’s government officials, 2017 had a total of 41,124 reported homicides, aver-

aging about 3,427 homicides per month. According to national statistics, the most com-

mon means of death was by firearm. With firearms being illegal to purchase and/or pos-

sess in Mexico, the weapons are often purchased such as those acquired in the U.S. 

through U.S.-led operations Wide Receiver and Fast and Furious. The operations carried 

out under the administration of George W. Bush and subsequently Barack Obama’s ad-

ministration allowed guns to be sold to Mexican drug cartel affiliates under the pretense 

that these transactions would be tracked, eventually leading to arrests. Ultimately, few ar-

rests were made and firearm-related deaths in Mexico began to rise. During a U.S. 

                                                
2 Offices and Institutional Documents of SEGOB 
3 The methodology for deriving these statistics has changed since this preliminary study 
was initiated. The Secretaría de Gobernación (2019) – SEGOB – website states the 
change was necessary to include more crimes, for increased transparency. According to 
the website, information is updated monthly through reports obtained from state, local 
and federal agencies. SEGOB statistics are also used by the U.S. Embassy and Consulates 
in Mexico to assist with setting travel advisories (“Mexico Travel Warning”, 2018). 



Texas Tech University, Lucinda Holt, August 2019 

 6 

Congressional hearing in 2011, Lanny Breuer – assistant attorney general– said 94,000 

firearms had been recovered from Mexico from 2006 to 2011. Of that number, 64,000 

were traced back to the U.S. (Operation Fast and Furious: Management Failures at the 

Department of Justice, 2012). U.S. firearms were purchased by Mexican cartel affliiates 

and used in violent crimes in Mexico. The following information for Mexico’s national 

statistics is compiled from investigative criminal reports from state attorney general and 

general prosecutor offices (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018).  The types of homicide 

were listed as: 

• Firearm: 16,891 

• Bladed weapon: 2,789 

• Other methods: 4,897 

• Without Data: 457 

In considering these data, it is important to remember this is merely the number of 

reported crimes provided by Mexico’s 31 states and the federal district of Mexico City. 

Also, as used here the word “homicide,” encompasses both negligent/reckless and inten-

tional killings (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018). Although the numbers do not specifi-

cally reference cartel activity, the regions with the highest homicide rates are also known 

areas of high cartel activity. 

 The statistics do not specifically identify journalists as victims, however, non-

governmental organizations such as Article 19, Reporters Without Borders, Committee to 

Protect Journalists, International Federation of Journalists, and El Sindicato Nacional de 

Redactores de La Prensa (National Syndicate of Press Writers or SNRP) keep consistent 

records of attacks against journalists in Mexico as they maintain a published list of fallen 

journalists’ names. Information obtained through these organizations’ websites confirm 
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that 19 journalists have been killed in Mexico in 2017 and 2018 combined, with 21 miss-

ing over the past 15 years. These names are released amid homicide investigations as 

Mexican news organizations call for an end to impunity because those who commit these 

heinous crimes are often not prosecuted and may even be protected by authorities.  
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CHAPTER II 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

 Before moving forward, we must recognize the past as Mexico’s political history 

has laid the foundation for the nation’s societal, criminal, governmental, and political 

evolution. In 1843, Las Bases Orgánicas — the Organic Bases of the Mexican Republic 

—was formalized under then-president Antonio López de Santa Anna4 following Las Si-

ete Leyes de 1836, Seven Laws, which changed the governmental structure of Mexico 

from a federalist nation to the República Centralista de México - Centralist Republic of 

Mexico (Santiago, 2016). Moving toward a centralist government, the Texas Revolution 

began in 1836 with an eclectic group of residents fighting for independence from Mexico, 

and the region soon became a sovereign state (Santiago, 2016). With mounting worries of 

an external attack, social discontent in Mexico was brewing as López de Santa Anna con-

tinued to enforce policies which restricted the freedoms of the people and the press while 

defending and supporting Catholicism (Macias, 2011; Santiago, 2016). 

  In 1846, the Mexican-American War was underway, and Texas was annexed into 

the United States. During this time, the Act of Amendments of 1847 reinstated the consti-

tution of 1824 before giving way to several amended versions under President 

Venustiano Carranza (1917-1920) until the Constitution of February 5, 1917, was rati-

fied, thus building the foundation for the democratic nation that existed well into the 20th 

century as it promised freedom from Catholic rule. This constitution was heavily 

amended in the 1990s by President Carlos Salinas de Gortari (1988-1994) as a part of the 

                                                
4 López de Santa Anna was president of Mexico 11 times during his turbulent political ca-
reer. 
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realignments to join the North American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA Macias, 2011). 

Notably, Article 6 of the constitution supports freedom of expression stating no expres-

sion of ideas can be subjected to any type of administrative investigation unless it incites 

crime, while Article 7 is geared more toward freedom of the press, stating that no law can 

establish restrictions on the press because citizens have the freedom to write and publish 

material on any topic. Furthermore, Article 7 states a printing press cannot be seized by 

the state under any circumstance, especially under the label of an instrument of crime 

(“Constitution of Mexico,” 1917). The constitution shows it was last amended in 2013 

under the presidency of Enrique Peña Nieto (2012-2018). In addition to the previous 

wording, Article 7 states “No law or authority can establish censorship, or restrict free-

dom of information dissemination, which has no limits other than those listed in Article 

6” (“Constitución Política de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos,” 2019, p. 9). Article 6 states 

the manifestation of ideas will not be subjected to any judicial or administrative inquisi-

tion. In the case of moral, privacy or third-party privacy rights attacks, provocation of 

crime, or the disruption of public order, the law of the State will go into effect. Article 6 

also states that the public’s right to information is guaranteed by the State (Constitución 

Política de Los Estados Unidos Mexicanos, 2019). Despite constitutional changes and 

implemented laws to protect the press and public opinions, journalists and citizens con-

tinue to face significant barriers to free expression on a daily basis, as this study will dis-

cuss. 

Global Initiatives Toward Freedom of the Press  

 In addition to Mexico’s historical efforts toward securing freedom of information 

and the press, international efforts involving global organizations must be reviewed as 
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they set international standards for press and information freedoms. During World War 

II, at Great Britain’s initiative, European countries that were allied against Nazi Ger-

many, fascist Italy, and Japan gathered for the Conference of Allied Ministers of Educa-

tion (CAME) to discuss education initiatives in anticipation of peace. In January 1942, 

the United Nations Declaration was signed by U.S. President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

– who coined the term United Nations – and leaders of ally countries to prevent these 

countries from making peace on their own during this time of war (UN, n.d). On October 

24, 1945, shortly after the war came to an end, representatives from across the globe 

gathered in San Francisco to sign the United Nations Declaration, therefore officially cre-

ating the organization whose mission is to “preserve peace and help build a better world” 

(UN, n.d.).  

Following the development of the U.N. the United Nations Educational, Scien-

tific, and Cultural Organization was created as the principal agency advocating educa-

tional and communication initiatives (UNESCO, n.d.). Marc Raboy (2010) traces the de-

velopment of the UNESCO and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, 

which followed a post-war optimism that access to information was a basic human right 

and could help avert future wars. This post-war initiative led to the development of 

UNESCO’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of which Article 19 champions free-

dom of opinion and expression without interference (UNESCO, n.d.). Although it was 

controversial by some signatories, Article 19 was accepted with exceptions based on na-

tional security for certain countries (Raboy, 2010, p. 63). 

 Decades later, during the 21st session of UNESCO’s General Conference in Octo-

ber 1980, Resolution 4/19 was passed for the establishment of the New World Infor-

mation and Communication Order, NWICO (Thussu, 2010, p. 7). Raboy states the 
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concerns of “non-aligned nations” of the Cold War sparked this movement as global 

leaders sought to address questions in reference to potential inequalities in the “North-

South information flow” (Raboy, 2010, p. 57.)   

 In June 1982, UNESCO representatives met with the Federación Latinoamericana 

de Periodistas (FELAP) of Mexico to provide them with information on NWICO. A 

UNESCO document states, “participants pointed out the importance of the UNESCO 

Declaration, which was felt to inspire the activities aimed at the establishment of a New 

Information Order” (UNESCO, 1983). The advocacy group Reporters without Borders 

(RWB) was created during this time period as Article 19 of the declaration has served as 

the foundation for non-governmental organizations, NGOs, committed to protecting the 

rights of journalists across the globe, which also includes an advocacy organization bear-

ing its name. While NWICO was a global effort initially created to assist with communi-

cation patterns and the access and dissemination of information, the proposed approaches 

by UNESCO called for government policies that would control information and media 

operations, therefore causing the United States and United Kingdom to withdraw from 

UNESCO (Buchanan, 2014; Ghattas, 2002). The U.S. and U.K. withdrew from UNESCO 

in 1984, accusing the organization of being corrupt and taking a large percentage of its 

funding with them (Ghattas, 2002). In 2001, UNESCO released a statement indicating all 

concerns had been addressed, emphasizing their support for press freedom; the U.S. and 

the U.K. eventually rejoined in the early 2000s (Ghattas, 2002). 

 Despite efforts by these global organizations, certain areas of Mexico have re-

mained a dangerous place for citizens and local journalists who are in the direct line of 

fire on a daily basis, be it from narcotraffickers or the government officials themselves. 

The dangers even prompted governmental action under former president Vicente Fox 
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Quezada (2000-2006). In 2002, the Freedom of Information law was passed in an effort 

to battle corruption in governmental sectors through greater transparency (Doyle, 2002). 

However, according to Fernández Christlieb (1987), the authority surrounding freedom of 

information lies in the hands of those who are in power, not the ones who have access to 

information. In a grim reminder that stands true today, she writes the Mexican press is al-

lowed to operate as long as it is linked with the decision-making centers of the country; if 

the two should separate, the press will die.5  

 Understanding the country’s historical background of freedom of information and 

the press is critical to this research as Mexico’s crime rate rose by 33% in 2018 (Schrank, 

2019). Unfortunately, journalists are seemingly becoming the country’s only checks-and-

balances system, calling for action against notorious criminal organizations as well as 

corrupt politicians and government officials, and for an end to impunity. Crimes often go 

unpunished in this marginally democratic country, where citizens live in a politically pa-

rochial culture and “are only remotely aware of the presence of central government, liv-

ing their lives well enough regardless of the decisions made by the state” (Mellado et al., 

2012). 

Cartel Influence and Corruption 

 According to Relly and González (2014) and Regidor and Iber (2018), the presi-

dency of National Action Party (PAN) member Felipe Calderón (2006-2012) saw an es-

calation in the activities of drug cartels and organized crime. By the time his six-year 

term had ended, the country had seen 121,000 homicides during his presidency. 

                                                
5 “La prensa Mexicana es una empresa a la que se le permite operar en la medida en que 
esté vinculada con los centros de decisión del país; si se desvincula, muere” (Fernández 
Christlieb, 1987, pp. 217-218). 
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According to Regidor and Iber (2018), “the death toll during his term…was about eight-

een times the number of Americans who died in the Iraq and Afghanistan wars com-

bined” (p. 99). Kjelstad (2018) and Bonner (2010, 2012) state that Calderón’s decision to 

deploy Mexico’s military forces in combating crime changed the dynamics of cartel oper-

ations as the then-president deployed more than 95,000 troops across the country, widen-

ing social divisions while creating the conditions facilitating the sociopolitical climate 

that exists today.  

 Although the movement of troops occurred during Calderón’s administration, the 

operation was part of U.S.-led “Plan Mérida,” which was initiated in 2007 to combat 

criminal organizations and drug-trafficking rings (Carpenter, 2013). Initiated during the 

presidency of George W. Bush, Mexico has received more than $1 billion in funding 

from the U.S., Department of State Bureau of International Narcotics and Law Enforce-

ment Affairs with 72% of funding dedicated to providing Mexican military and law en-

forcement with equipment and technology under two categories: counternarcotics, coun-

terterrorism and border security, and public security and law enforcement (Carpenter, 

2013). The U.S. Embassy & Consulates in Mexico website states that Mexico approved 

the initiative which has provided support ranging from x-ray equipment to air assets. 

While later stages of the plan were to focus on community development by through edu-

cation in violence-prone cities and providing assistance to at-risk youth, Carpenter (2013) 

argues that the “vast majority of foreign assistance to Mexico continued flowing to en-

forcement and military agencies, the justice sector, and rule of law programs” (p. 142). 

Mexican government recipients include police, information analysts, forensic laboratories 

and scientists, prosecutors and public defenders, and customs and immigration agents. 

The U.S. Embassy & Consulates in Mexico website states that all training and equipment 
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provided goes toward supporting the listed agencies. The website goes on to further state 

that, “the Department of State then implements projects in close partnership with many 

U.S. government agencies and the relevant Mexican government counterparts.” And 

while the government website states no weapons or ammunition were ever provided, fire-

arm simulators were donated for training purposes with a focus on enhancing the rule of 

law and keeping citizens safe.  

 In addition to Plan Mérida, Operation Wide Receiver was also implemented under 

the umbrella of Project Gunrunner6. A 2011 U.S. Department of Justice review of Project 

Gunrunner showed that while Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

(ATF) agents were supposed to investigate and trace firearms used in the commission of 

violent crimes, the U.S. federal agents did not consistently share vital information with 

Mexican and partnering U.S. agencies. During 2006 and 2007, under President George 

W. Bush’s administration, more than 450 firearms were trafficked into Mexico under the 

supposed surveillance of the ATF in Operation Wide Receiver (Operation Fast and Furi-

ous: Management Failures at the Department of Justice, 2012). Operation Wide Receiver 

was initiated by ATF agents in Phoenix with the cooperation of a local gun dealer selling 

firearms out of his home. The federally-licensed firearms dealer, Mike Detty, was ap-

proached by a young man interested in purchasing AR-15s (Barrett, 2011). And although 

the man met all of the federal requirements to purchase the weapons, Detty knew some-

thing was not right and called the local ATF office as they enforce gun-trafficking laws. 

With the cooperation of Mexican officials, the U.S. agents wired Detty’s home in order to 

                                                
6 Project Gunrunner began as an ATF pilot program in Laredo, Texas, in 2005 before becoming a national 
initiative in 2006 (Review of ATF’s Project Gunrunner, 2010) Gunrunning is the illegal trafficking of fire-
arms and/or ammunition across the U.S.-Mexico border (Barrett, 2011). 
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capture transactions (Barrett, 2011). In one recorded instance, a suspect told the gun 

dealer some of the firearms were going to his boss in Tijuana, Mexico, while others were 

going to be given as gifts. Despite having sufficient evidence to make an arrest, agents 

continued operations as one agent was quoted as saying, “we want it all” (Operation Fast 

and Furious: Management Failures at the Department of Justice, 2012, p. 1) During Oper-

ation Wide Receiver, an indeterminate number of weapons, totaling more than 450, 

passed through the hands of ATF agents, and in 2010, several suspects were indicted. Of 

the suspects, Alejandro Medrano and associates were sentenced to multi-year prison 

terms after agents surveilled Medrano purchasing the weapons, loading them in a vehicle, 

then driving them from Douglas, Arizona, into Mexico. Medrano had reportedly deliv-

ered more than 100 firearms to the Mexican drug cartel (Operation Fast and Furious: 

Management Failures at the Department of Justice, 2012). 

 In 2009, during the administration of U.S. President Barack Obama, ATF agents 

in Phoenix authorized Operation Fast and Furious in which agents identified more than 

20 people who had purchased more than 650 military-grade assault weapons for the Mex-

ican drug cartels (Operation Fast and Furious: Management Failures at the Department of 

Justice, 2012). The gun-walking7 enterprise Operation and Fast and Furious allowed 

more than 2,000 firearms to pass from the U.S. to Mexico (Barrett, 2011). Again, despite 

having information on firearm purchasers, agents were told by U.S. Attorney Dennis 

Burke to “hold out for bigger” targets (Operation Fast and Furious: Management Failures 

at the Department of Justice, 2012, p. 12). In December 2010, a U.S. Border Patrol of-

ficer was found murdered near Rio Rico, Arizona; two guns purchased in this operation 

                                                
7 Gun walking: knowingly selling firearms to traffickers  
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were found at the scene of the crime (Barrett, 2011). An investigation was launched, and 

in January 2010, Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA) asked officials with the Department of 

Justice about operations and “within days we are given a false statement of facts, denying 

that guns were ever allowed to walk” (Operation Fast and Furious: Management Failures 

at the Department of Justice, 2012, p. 2). 

Meanwhile, Mexico’s annual homicide toll reached more than 10,000. Further-

more, the crackdown of one smuggling ring yielded 76 arrests linked to a larger-scale op-

eration that generated $2 billion (Barrett, 2011). According to the 2012 U.S. government 

report on Fast and Furious, 1,950 firearms seized in Mexico were traced back to the U.S. 

In 2009, 14,213 firearms seized across the border were traced back the U.S.  The same 

report states, “In May 2010, Mexican President Felipe Calderón stated before a joint ses-

sion of Congress that, of the 75,000 guns and assault weapons recovered in Mexico over 

the past three years, more than 80% were traced back to the United States” (pp. 18-19). 

The 2012 report also shows “at the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Arizona, all of the key per-

sonnel involved in Fast and Furious have resigned, been removed, or been reassigned: the 

U.S. attorney, the criminal chief, the section head, and line prosecutor” (p. 198). Accord-

ing to Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León researcher Daniel Javier de la Garza Mon-

temayor, Calderón’s U.S.-led initiatives had an adverse effect as citizens began to live in 

fear due to the increase in violence (Díaz-Cervero, 2018).  In 2012, U.S. Attorney Gen-

eral Eric Holder was cited for contempt for his lack of cooperation and unwillingness to 

surrender documents related to Fast and Furious. A day later, it was announced that 

Holder would not face criminal charges under the executive privilege declared by Obama 

(Operation Fast and Furious Facts, 2019). As of 2019, the only arrests have been of Mex-

ican men in connection with the 2010 murder of the U.S. border officer. On May 8, 2019, 
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CNN reported a settlement was reached in the court case regarding the release of docu-

ments tied to Fast and Furious. The House and the Justice Department made the an-

nouncement stating they were abandoning their appeals and lawsuit (Operation Fast and 

Furious Facts, 2019). With Calderón’s administration targeting notorious narcotraffick-

ers, cartels began to fragment, intensifying territorial wars as they sought to join forces 

with other criminal organizations to establish large-scale operations (Bonner, 2010, 2012; 

Kjelstad, 2018). In October 2011, La Jornada penned an op/ed article asking if the 

United States was friend or foe of the Mexican people. The article states what had been 

previously said throughout the investigation: Mexico were told about operations after the 

fact, and that the actions of the U.S. resulted in more bloodshed. It was only when an 

U.S. officer was killed that an investigation began, and few sordid details came to light.  

Calderón was not the first Mexican president to enlist the military’s help in an ef-

fort to combat narcotrafficking. Miguel de la Madrid’s8(1982-1988) tactic of treating nar-

cotrafficking as a national security issue was continued and reinforced by his successor, 

Carlos Salinas de Gortari (Andreas, 1998), who pursued the North American Free Trade 

Agreement during his time in office (Castañeda, 1993). According to Castañeda (1993), 

supporting NAFTA meant an economic boost to a suffering economy, along with build-

ing the foundation for a democratic nation linked to the United States and Canada. How-

ever, Carlos (2014) argues that while NAFTA may have seemed to boost the Mexican 

                                                
8 Madrid, Salinas de Gortari, Ernesto Zedillo (1994-2000), and Enrique Peña Nieto are 
members of the Partido Revolucionario Institucional (Institutional Revolutionary Party, 
PRI). The PRI was the leading political party following the Mexican Revolution (1910-
1920).  The PRI won every presidential election over a 70-year-span until 2000, when Vi-
cente Fox, a member of Partido Acción Nacional (PAN), was elected (Mellado et al., 
2012). 
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economy, the wheeling and dealings of the involved governments had a differing out-

come suggesting the deal is another form of U.S. imperialism with U.S. capital penetrat-

ing Mexico during a period of economic vulnerability. As the conversation has shifted to 

focus on drug-related violence, Carlos (2014) suggests the current discourse detracts from 

the real issue at hand. He writes, “Drug-related violence is not, however, Mexico’s fore-

most problem, and the reporting on it obscures the more serious and immediate economic 

and social problem it faces” (p. 44). Despite Carlos’s (2014) claims that Mexico’s vio-

lence is overplayed by the U.S. media, it would be negligent to dismiss the daily vio-

lence, the types of activities that are seemingly condoned and perpetuated by cartels and 

government officials.  

Under the influence of NAFTA and the Mexican government’s neoliberal re-

forms, the drug cartels benefited as the economy began to decline and unemployment 

rose (Mercille, 2011). Cheaper imports and lower wages fueled a boom of narcotraffick-

ing and the beginning of the end for the PRI political party (Mercille, 2011). Attempting 

to assist the United States with its so-called “War on Drugs,” Salinas developed special 

units within the nation’s military and federal law enforcement, which left states such as 

Oaxaca, Sinaloa, Jalisco, and Guerrero with military leadership as the sole authority for 

drug enforcement, facilitating the conditions for corruption, bribery, and violence (An-

dreas, 1998).  

Highlighting the influences of government manipulation and corruption, Andreas 

(1998) also mentions the detention and incarceration of Raúl Salinas de Gortari, brother 

of the former president Carlos Salinas, who was arrested for murder in relation to the 

death of his brother-in-law, José Francisco Ruiz Massieu and was believed to have ties to 

narcotraffickers. Raúl Salinas is just one of numerous cases of evident corruption at high 
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levels in Mexican society. Kjelstad (2018) also discusses how local gangs and/or individ-

uals with ties to narcotrafickers have the ability to infiltrate local government. Assassinat-

ing political candidates/public officials is a narcotrafficker’s way of making “their vote 

‘count’ with either plata or plomo,”9 as government and law enforcement officials are of-

ten seduced or forced into the lucrative drug industry that has built its foundation on the 

blood and suffering of the innocent (p. 4).  

 In 1997, under the presidency of Ernesto Zedillo (1994-2000), the PRI’s power 

began to weaken as opposing parties gained control of the nation’s Chamber of Repre-

sentatives, which is the lower house of the Congress of the Union – one part of Mexico’s 

bicameral legislature (Hallin, 2000). During this time, Zedillo attempted to put an end to 

narcotrafficking; a joint Mexico-U.S. taskforce tried to dismantle the Tijuana cartel, only 

to find out that the country’s top-ranking drug law enforcement officer, Jesús Hector 

Gutiérrez Rebollo, was being paid off by members of the Juárez cartel (Bonner; 2010, 

2012). With Gutiérrez Rebollo’s downfall occurring only days after he attended a high-

level briefing in Washington D.C., top-ranking officials feared confidential sources and 

tactics had been compromised (Preston, 1997). Preston writes, “His demise left both 

Mexican and American officials wondering who could be trusted to carry on the battle 

against the drug cartels, which the Clinton Administration has identified as central to 

United States national security.”  

  While Zedillo’s efforts may not have been successful in ridding the nation of nar-

cotráficos, they did unveil a related widespread corruption of law enforcement and public 

officials. When Zedillo’s term came to an end in 2000, so did the PRI’s lock on the 

                                                
9 Plata o plomo: Silver or lead; money or bullets 
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presidency when Mexico elected Vicente Fox – a member of the National Action Party 

(Mellado et al., 2012, Bonner 2012). Bonner (2012) cites Fox’s election as a pivotal mo-

ment in the nation’s history as it ended the one-party rule, moving the country closer to a 

“true democracy.”  

In addition to pushing for the previously-mentioned Freedom of Information law, 

Fox also attempted to clean up the nation’s federal agencies by implementing customs 

service and federal police initiatives in order to combat possible narco-related infiltration 

within these sectors (Bonner, 2012). During this time, narcotrafficking-related extradi-

tions to the United States increased, and this trend accelerated under Felipe Calderón 

(Bonner, 2010). As mentioned previously, Calderón “relied heavily on the Mexican mili-

tary, one of the country’s few reliable institutions, to combat the drug cartels” (Bonner, 

2010, p. 36). However, prior to Calderón’s militarization initiatives, cartels had already 

earned billions in illicit revenue and achieved impunity by infiltrating the government 

(Bonner, 2010, 2012). Kjelstad (2018) and Bonner (2012) emphasize cartels’ living by 

the silver-or-lead rule as they murdered those who could not be swayed through the 

power of money.  

 The violence grew under Enrique Peña Nieto’s presidency as the economy suf-

fered and criminal organizations strengthened, leaving justice in the hands of vigilante 

groups (Regidor & Iber, 2018). And while the nation’s violence rate rose again as elec-

tions neared, Mexico’s 2018 President-elect, Andrés Manuel López Obrador10, com-

monly referred to as “AMLO,” has vowed to crack down on government corruption and 

                                                
10 López Obrador, who created the Movimiento de Regeneración Nacional (MORENA) 
party following his 2012 presidential loss, was said to bring new hope to a troubled Mex-
ico as he was labeled the “citizen-candidate,” highlighting his accomplishments as the 
mayor of national district Mexico City (Regidor & Iber, 2018).  
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narcotrafficking, according to Regidor and Iber (2018). Both promises were heavily cov-

ered by journalists, although some publications were not as bold in their reporting, as will 

be discussed later in this thesis. While academic research has yet to establish a direct 

causal link between violence and political shifts, local newspapers have reported that pol-

iticians are regularly being warned via the violence that tears through the districts they 

represent (Kjelstad, 2018)  
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CHAPTER III 

GLOBAL EFFORTS AND STATISTICS 

 Founded in 1985 in France, Reporters without Borders (RWB), a non-profit or-

ganization, states more than half of the world’s population do not have access to inde-

pendent news, which is typically obtained through reporting by, non-government affili-

ated journalists. Referring to the UNESCO Constitution11, Reporters without Borders’ 

mission statement calls for “the unrestricted pursuit of objective truth is indispensable to 

human dignity and freedom” (Reporters without Borders, 2018). The RWB website 

states: 

Freedom of expression and information will always be the world’s most 
important freedom. If journalists were not free to report the facts, de-
nounce abuses, and alert the public, how would we resist the problem of 
children-soldiers, defend women’s rights, or preserve our environment? In 
some countries, torturers stop their atrocious deeds as soon as they are 
mentioned in the media. In others, corrupt politicians abandon their illegal 
habits when investigative journalists publish compromising details about 
their activities. Still elsewhere, massacres are prevented when the interna-
tional media focuses its attention and cameras on events (RWB, 2018). 

 

 And while the latter portion of the statement may be true, there are some instances 

in which reporters are silenced for their work and involvement in uncovering corruption, 

which is the current climate in Mexico. 

 Similar to RWB, the Committee to Protect Journalists was founded in1981 by a 

group of U.S. correspondents to bring attention to the dangers their colleagues face while 

                                                
11 Signed in 1945 in an effort to promote the free flow of information and ideas globally 
through mass communication and international policies (UNESCO, 2018). 
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reporting in areas under oppressive and dangerous conditions (Committee to Protect Jour-

nalists [CPJ], 2018). The organization’s mission statement reads: 

CPJ promotes press freedom worldwide and defends the right of journal-
ists to report the news without fear of reprisal. CPJ ensures the free flow 
of news and commentary by acting wherever journalists are attacked, im-
prisoned, killed, kidnapped, threatened, censored, or harassed (CPJ, 2018). 
 

 At the time of writing, data on the website ranged from 1992 to 2018, with infor-

mation about attacks on journalists categorized by type of death, location, job title, gen-

der, and medium (CPJ, 2018). In addition to statistics from the CPJ website, information 

obtained from the Reporters without Borders and Article 19 websites is incorporated in 

this study. Flores (2017) mentions the Article 19 organization as relevant to the deadly 

climate for journalists in Mexico. According to its website, Article 19 is a British human 

rights NGO that works with correspondents around the globe to monitor threats to free-

dom of expression and information. Established in 1987, “Article 19 fights for all hos-

tages of censorship, defends dissenting voices that have been muzzled, and campaigns 

against laws and practices that silence” (Article 19, 2018). Like RWB, Article 19 re-

ported that 11 journalists were murdered in Mexico in both 2017 and 2016, and that phys-

ical attacks on the Mexican press rose by 163 percent from 2010 to 2016, with a 99.75 

percent impunity rate for the perpetrators. The RWB website ranks Mexico 144th out of 

180 countries in the World Press Freedom Index, coming in just five spots above Russia, 

which is ranked at 149th. 

 According to RWB data, Mexico is the most dangerous country for journalists in 

the Western hemisphere. Rankings are based on the number of murders of journalists in 

each country, as well as safe and secure work environments for media professionals. In 

addition to these crimes, impunity — as mentioned earlier — creates a cycle, forcing 
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journalists to seek asylum in the United States and other countries, sometimes to no avail 

(RWB, 2018). Twenty media professionals were killed in Mexico during the first half of 

2019, according to the RWB website.  

 Like CPJ and Article 19, RWB has been involved in several impactful movements 

to help journalists across the globe, such as protecting those who covered protests at the 

2008 Beijing Olympics, the development of an independent radio station in Haiti follow-

ing the 2010 earthquake, and continuous media training of journalists and bloggers in 

Syria since hostilities began in 2011. In addition to providing training, RWB is also dedi-

cated to releasing information regarding freedom of information in various countries, 

while also reporting any violations, threats, and deaths — all of which are considered at-

tacks on free information and transparency.  

Media Globalization and Transformation 

 For mass media, the deregulation and privatization trends underway since the 

1980s, exemplified by the U.S. Telecommunications Act of 1996, have placed power in 

the hands of a wealthy few who head this sector, further exacerbating a one-way flow of 

communication as information flows in lower volumes from developing countries, which 

reinforces hegemonic control by Western nations (Thussu, 2010; pp. 188-189; 221-226). 

While this may seem unrelated to the topic of violent attacks toward journalists, RWB 

cites the impacts of ownership and control imbalances in pointing out the influence 

wielded by two major media groups in Mexico —Televisa and TV Azteca. The media 

critic and communication scholar Robert McChesney states: 

With this hypercommercialism and corporate control comes an implicit 
political bias regarding the content of the media system. Consumerism, the 
market, class inequality, and individualism tend to be taken as natural and 
often benevolent, whereas political activity, civic values, and antimarket 
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activities tend to be marginalized or denounced (McChesney, 2010, p. 
207). 
 

 Although the aforementioned deregulation is just one of many factors leading to 

dangerous climates for journalists by intensifying socio-politico-economical strife, 

McChesney points out that attacks on commercial journalists, meaning those with main-

stream ties, are rarely committed as media moguls are less likely to release content that 

may jeopardize relationships with elites and thus threaten potential financial gains 

(McChesney, 2010, pp. 211-212). Likewise, Díaz-Cervero, Barredo, Ceja, and Hueso 

(2018) discuss the selection of expert sources and strategic story placement as means to 

not disrupt advertising dollars by appeasing government officials and media moguls. 

With la nota roja12 – Mexico’s historic sensationalistic, tabloid coverage – increasing in 

the 1990s as competition accelerated between the two media conglomerates, the cycle is 

perpetuated as government-subsidized media continues to produce eye-catching crime 

coverage rather than reporting that delves into informative, politically-oriented topics that 

may upset the powers that be (Hallin, 2000). Hallin (2000) states there are some positive 

aspects to this type of coverage as it has contributed to the development of a democratic 

public sphere by generating interest in what is occurring locally, in turn, allowing people 

to address their concerns with politicians. Ultimately, politicians are asked to respond to 

concerns of the people by public media forums to share ideas and opinions (Hallin, 2000; 

Holland & Rios, 2017). However, the overall movement has had negative consequences 

by “displacing political content in the news, distorting the public agenda, marginalizing 

or stereotyping certain social groups, or providing a propaganda vehicle by which media 

owners can influence public opinion” (Hallin, 2000, p. 281).  

                                                
12 The red news 
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  Recall that UNESCO endeavored to maintain peace in a world trying to maintain 

cultural diversity and promote mutual understanding as globalization occurs at a rapid 

pace. In this scenario, reporters pursue freedom of information while having to fight op-

pressive governments for access to information in a perpetual battle for transparency. As 

McChesney states, “Across the world there are numerous examples of heroic journalists, 

risking life and limb to tell the truth about the powers that be” (McChesney, 2010, p. 

212).  

 Reflecting this sentiment, RWB offers the following analysis of the journalistic 

climate in Mexico: 

When journalists cover subjects linked to organized crime or political cor-
ruption (especially at the local level), they are the targets of intimidation 
and physical violence and are often executed in cold blood. Many simply 
disappear. Others are forced to flee the country in order to survive. Impu-
nity, which is the result of Mexico’s pervasive corruption, has reached rec-
ord levels and feeds the vicious cycle of violence. Ownership of the broad-
cast media is extremely concentrated, with two media groups owning al-
most all the TV channels (RWB, 2018).  
 

 Despite numerous initiatives and external investigations from global organiza-

tions, these types of crimes still occur in Mexico on a regular basis. On March 23, 2017, 

in the state of Chihuahua, print journalist Miroslava Breach Velducea, 54, was gunned 

down as she walked to her car with one of her three children (CPJ, 2018). A week later, 

the CPJ reports, two suspects had been identified, and Chihuahua State Attorney General 

César Augusto Peniche told Breach’s newspaper La Jornada: “Breach was killed because 

her reporting affected the interests of organized crime.” Flores (2017) wrote that Miro-

slava was not killed by men, but by the State where she lived. She was killed by the cor-

ruption and impunity that is prevalent in Mexico as she is a casualty of an ongoing drug 

war that has claimed the lives of many. 
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 The title of Flores’s article, “Ya basta, Ni uno más13,” shows the desperation 

among many people of a nation in turmoil due to governmental corruption and interna-

tional influences linked to narcotrafficking. Flores writes that violence against journalists 

includes not only attacks on freedom of the press but an overall attack on society’s free-

dom of information, which is why Mexico is in dire straits. Under the presidency of En-

rique Peña Nieto (2012–2018), attacks against journalists saw a significant increase com-

pared to the administration of his predecessor, President Felipe Calderón (Nalvarte, 

2017). According to de la Garza Montemayor (2018), Mexicans were growing frustrated 

with the violence under Calderón, and they viewed Enrique Peña Nieto as an alternate so-

lution. Unfortunately, Article 19 reports that from Calderón's exit from the presidency in 

2012 to 2018, 30 journalists were killed, and those numbers are not subsiding. Within the 

first six months of President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, seven journalists have been 

killed (Phillips, 2019). Overall, a 2018 report by Article 19 titled “Democracia Simulada, 

Nada que Aplaudir” or “Simulated Democracy, Nothing to Applaud,” shows that Calde-

rón’s presidency saw 1,092 attacks on journalists, while Enrique Peña Nieto’s presidency 

had 1,986 reported attacks on journalists. For Vicente Fox’s presidency (2000-2006), the 

numbers were listed as unavailable. The report is filled with journalists’ statements in re-

gard to the fear that comes with reporting and about cartel bosses wanting to manipulate 

and control coverage – plata o plomo. Adding fuel to the fire, Article 19 reports there are 

101 state laws that restrict freedom of expression.  

 As reporters for local publications use their outlets to discuss the truths of their 

land, they have transitioned from reporting the news to becoming the news as victims of 

                                                
13 Enough, not one more 
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crimes. The freelance journalist Cecilio Pineda Brito, whose work focused on govern-

ment issues and crime, was murdered in March 2017 (Dios, 2017). Pineda — a resident 

of the state of Guerrero — was gunned down at a car wash only hours after he spoke of 

government corruption in a video; he was killed in a public area so as to make a state-

ment. (CPJ, 2018). 

 Pineda’s final public words were a call for officials to denounce their affiliations 

with hitmen and a named narcotrafficker (Pineda, 2017). According to InSight Crime — 

an organization dedicated to the investigation, study, and analysis of organized crime in 

Latin America and the Caribbean — Pineda was a crime reporter who had previously sur-

vived an assassination attempt in 2015. During an investigation of his death, which was 

demanded by numerous organizations, Guerrero’s attorney general Xavier Olea Peláez 

stated that Pineda was a victim of the region’s organized crime; however, CPJ reports 

Pineda was at risk specifically because of his reporting. Having been attacked by gunmen 

before, Pineda survived when his assailant’s gun misfired. CPJ tried to relocate Pineda 

and his family, but he refused to leave his home state.  

 Over an extended period of time, statistics from Article 19 indicate that 47 jour-

nalists were killed from 2012 to 2018, while statistics gathered from the CPJ website 

show 43 journalists in Mexico have been killed since from 2000 to 2019. Of that number, 

30 were print journalists and 15 worked for an online publication; some of journalists are 

listed under both print and online publications. In this study, supplemental information 

was obtained through the aforementioned NGOs. In 2017 alone, 11 Mexican journalists 

were killed while in 2019, from January to June, six journalists have been murdered for 

their work (RWB, 2018; Brennan, 2018). CPJ (2018) data show that some of the victims 

have contributed content to the following publications: 
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• Ríodoce — weekly magazine located in Culiacán, Sinaloa 

• Enlace Informativo Regional — Facebook page with news coverage in 

Tuxtla Gutiérrez, Chiapas 

• El Sillón — Mexican YouTube channel 

• La Jornada — national newspaper located in Mexico City 

• Canal 6TV — TV station in Mexico City (web content) 

• El Universal — national newspaper located in Mexico City 

• Vox Pópuli San Luis— online news about San Luis Potosí (state) 

• Metrópoli San Luis — newspaper in San Luis Potosí (city) 

• Excélsior — national newspaper 

• Milenio — national daily newspaper 

 Supporting Kjelstad’s (2018) discussion of newspapers’ reports on territorial vio-

lence delivering a warning to politicians, Excélsior typically does not shy away from re-

porting on the violence. The newspaper’s website has an entire section dedicated to 

narco-coverage in a section on the website translated as “Narcotrafficking: A never-end-

ing dispute” (Excélsior, 2018). In October 2017, the newspaper published an article writ-

ten by Mexican researcher Viridiana Ríos likening assassinations of public officials to 

genocide. Seven months later, Excélsior journalist Héctor González Antonio was mur-

dered. González’s Facebook profile shows he was both a print and broadcast journalist 

whose final work covered municipal elections in Ciudad Victoria and the state of Tamau-

lipas, as well as regional crime. One Excélsior headline, available on his Facebook page, 

reads, “Military and law enforcement officials find arsenal in Tamaulipas: Grenades, ri-

fles, pistols and thousands of ammunition magazines were recovered.” 
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  Brennan (2018) reports that González’s body was discovered in a public street in 

Ciudad Victoria, the capital of Tamaulipas — a state involved in a cartel turf war and a 

region that lost a total of 1,643 lives from January to August 2018 (Brennan, 2018; Secre-

taría de Gobernación, 2018). It is important to note that government records do not spec-

ify whether the deaths were related to narcoviolence; however, the U.S. Department of 

State’s Mexico Travel Advisory categorizes Tamaulipas as a “Level 4: Do Not Travel” 

state. According to the U.S. government website, the state experiences widespread gun 

battles with high levels of gang activity. The statement also warns potential travelers of 

armed individuals targeting public transportation to take hostages for ransom (“Mexico 

Travel Advisory," U.S. Dept. of State, 2018). It is important to add that these labels 

placed on Mexico paints the nation’s violence with one brush while there are many 

peaceful areas with few reports of violent crimes. For instance, for 2019, there are five 

states listed as “Do Not Travel To” on the Mexico Travel Advisory webpage which has 

Tamaulipas listed for crime and kidnapping, while the country remains at a “Level 2: Ex-

ercise increased caution.” Map 1 is taken from the U.S. Dept. of State website. It shows 

few regions are red, listed as “Do Not Travel” regions, while the rest of the country is ei-

ther listed as “travel with caution”, yellow, or “reconsider travel”, orange.  
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Map 1: Mexico Travel Advisory 

 

The Mexican government website indicates there were 351 arrests related to narcotraf-

ficking in Tamaulipas in 2017. The state’s records for January through August 2018 show 

there were 193 narco-related arrests (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018). With no arrests 

made in connection with González’s death, Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of 

UNESCO, condemned his murder and called for action (UNESCO, 2018).  

 The state of Tamaulipas, which in the north borders the Texas cities of Laredo, 

McAllen, and Brownsville, is home to the Beltrán-Leyva Organization, which was in the 

spotlight in 2018 as its leader, Texas-born Edgar “La Barbie” Valdez Villareal14, learned 

                                                
14 Born and raised in Laredo, Edgar Valdez Villarreal was a high school football star. His 
coach named him "La Barbie" due to his fair skin and light-colored eyes. Denying his fa-
ther's offer to support him through college, La Barbie began selling marijuana, fleeing to 
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his fate in an Atlanta Federal Courtroom: 49 years in prison (Bucio, 2018). While this 

thesis will not specifically highlight the cartel violence, it is important to understand its 

effects and those affected, as it is part of Mexico’s media coverage, and covering cartel 

violence in turn carries great risks for journalists.  

 Evaluating the links between crime rates, cartel movements, government involve-

ment, and media coverage, the content analysis of a victim’s work paired with that of ex-

isting journalists, more specifically former colleagues, will evaluate common themes to 

determine the types of coverage published just prior to a journalist’s murder. This study 

shows that most common themes included opinion/editorial pieces focusing on govern-

ment and political issues. However, the majority of the articles from the deceased came 

from independent journalists, whereas, journalists with government-subsidized publica-

tions were less critical of these issues and/or politicians. These findings and study will 

serve as a foundation to establish concrete evidence on the dangers of certain types of 

coverage and themes, which can then be used to help support NGOs’ and media organi-

zations’ efforts to protect journalists and their work through media training and additional 

resources such as legal and financial aid. While nothing justifies a murder, the killings of 

these journalists beg the question of what was written and/or spoken in the journalists’ fi-

nal work to prompt their assassinations — the themes of their final content. By looking at 

                                                
Mexico to escape criminal charges after his operations were thwarted by police. With his 
perfect English and connections to the drug world, La Barbie made his way as a narco-
traficante when his father-in-law Arturo Beltrán Leyva was killed in a shootout with the 
Mexican military in 2009. La Barbie was captured a year later when Mexican officials of-
fered a $2 million reward for information leading to his arrest. He was soon extradited to 
Atlanta where, in mid-2019, he remained jailed on numerous drug- and money-launder-
ing charges. He was sentenced to 49 years and one month in federal prison (“Texas-born 
drug cartel leader," 2016).  
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the themes of coverage, this research seeks to identify possible triggers in the published 

works that carry the bylines of the slain.   
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CHAPTER IV 

CONTENT AND FRAMING ANALYSIS 

 With news coverage potentially having life-or-death consequences for journalists 

in Mexico, it is critical to evaluate the media content, specifically that of journalists who 

were kidnapped and/or murdered in order to determine consistencies. During this process, 

it is important to note common themes in issues and/or framing as the findings may offer 

a glimpse into the practitioner’s final moments. Beginning with frames, Entman (1993) 

describes frames as pieces of information that are brought to salience, which makes that 

information noticeable and memorable to audiences. Norris, Kern, and Just (2003) de-

scribe framing theory: 

The essence of framing is selection to prioritize some facts, images, or de-
velopments over others, thereby unconsciously promoting one particular 
interpretation of events. Where conventional news frames reflect broader 
norms and values common within a particular society, dissident move-
ments challenging the mainstream news culture are likely to prove most 
critical of their use, providing rival ways to frame and interpret events (p. 
11). 
 

 Framing theory posits that the way a story is constructed through word selection, 

imagery, and placement of issues and key players has an impact on audiences’ societal 

and political views (Norris, Kern, & Just, 2003). Therefore, it is not necessarily the mes-

sage itself, but the way it is presented that becomes important. Journalists use their cul-

tural knowledge to make assumptions about individual audience members’ cognitive 

schemas and therefore to package and deliver a story in a manner in which the receivers 

would be able to easily process the message (Cardenás, 2017, Pan & Kosicki, 1993; 

Scheufele, 1999). According to Pan and Kosicki (1993), through the use of symbolic de-

vices such as metaphors, exemplars, catchphrases, textual depictions, and visual images, 
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journalists strive to present the message in a way that would seem familiar to individual 

audience members. Shoemaker and Reese (1996) state: “Media content may be based on 

what happens in the physical world, but it singles out and highlights certain elements 

over others,” (p. 34). Shoemaker and Reese (1996) also discuss visual manipulation, 

claiming that major media in Mexico overtly favor political parties. Thus, Televisa, a pri-

vately-owned media conglomerate with a strong broadcast news presence, showed a PRI 

candidate during the 1988 elections surrounded by people, while his opponent appeared 

with a much smaller crowd in TV coverage. While this depicted the PRI candidate as be-

ing more popular, the ruling PRI party paid people to attend.  According to Hallin and Pa-

pathanassopoulos (2002), Mexico, along with most societies in Latin America and South-

ern Europe, have a history of advocacy reporting differing from the U.S. model of neu-

trality. With Mexico being a country controlled by private interests with political affilia-

tions, the union allows coverage to favor the political party of their choosing (Hallin and 

Papathanassopoulos, 2002). Yet these issues are not exclusive to Mexico, Milan, Italy, 

has a daily newspaper that was established by a state-owned oil company with deep-

rooted political affiliations. Greece faces a similar situation, if not more severe, as “indus-

trialists with interests in shipping, travel, construction, telecommunication and oil indus-

tries dominate media ownership, and a long tradition of using media as a means of pres-

sure on politicians continues” (Hallin & Papathanassopoulos, 2002, p. 178).   

  The presentation of information is critical to how the audience perceives, priori-

tizes and stores information, therefore, education is a key to responsible journalism. 

Cleary (2003) likens Mexico’s reporters to “stenographers” who share facts but are una-

ble to tell audiences what those facts mean (p. 163). A lack of training and a history of 

bribery has generated little respect for the country’s journalists; however, governmental 
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initiatives during Vicente Fox’s administration have led to reforms within the profes-

sional sphere of journalism (Cleary, 2003). Education and continuous training are critical 

to safety as journalists may be framing stories in a way that on surface may be appealing 

to the audience but may have negative connotations resulting in backlash.  An example of 

this can be seen in violence toward journalists after an article depicting a politician in a 

very negative way, perhaps even using dehumanizing language, which was found in some 

of the articles used for this study. Fortunately, Mexico has seen university-based pro-

grams and on-the-job training grow, but the dangers of reporting remain as reflected in 

the increase in the number of murdered journalists. 

 Analyzing other influences that contribute to these dangers surrounding journal-

ists, Relly and González (2014) recruited journalists from five northern states along the 

frontera15 who completed questionnaires: 39 agreed to in-person interviews for a study 

evaluating the pressures of working in a violent societal, political, and professional cli-

mate. Relly and González (2014), reported journalists emphasized how technology has 

led to rapid dissemination of information. One interviewee in the study, a journalist and 

co-owner of a publication, stated that staff had stopped covering crime as they focused on 

self-censorship for precautionary measures. Relly and González (2014) wrote: 

Other news organizations quit publishing news reports with bloody im-
ages, ceased covering crime group street battles, eliminated bylines and 
replaced them with “staff,” and changed datelines of news events to pro-
tect reporters (p. 117).  
 

While the bylines are not typically considered to be elements of news frames, the 

fact that journalists are realizing the immediate dangers and are removing bylines 

                                                
15 Border 
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for their own protection indicates media messages or story content may also be 

altered for safety purposes.  

News frames have the potential to influence public opinion as well as policymak-

ers’ ideology; thus, news professionals’ organization of information and images should 

not be taken lightly.  

When Mexican journalists practice self-censorship for their physical safety, the 

legalities involved may also be a deterrent as to what issues are covered and what re-

mains hidden. A study by Stanig (2015) states criminal defamation laws vary, but the two 

most relevant consequences are a maximum-sentence prison term and the costs, both 

physical and financial, of being arrested and/or indicted. Despite freedom of expression 

being written in today’s Mexican constitution, each state’s criminal code regulates free-

dom of speech (Stanig, 2015). In another act of self-censorship, the first being the deci-

sion to eliminate crime coverage, in 2013, El Pais – a popular newspaper in Coahuila – 

announced that it would no longer publish content involving organized crime after one of 

their writers was murdered and another kidnapped (Holland & Rios, 2017).  

 A study by Relly and González (2014) mentioned that some Mexican publications 

were no longer using bylines in an effort to protect their employees as part of Mexico’s 

Agreement for the Informative Coverage of Violence against Organized Crime signed in 

2011.  The agreement, discussed in greater detail below, will also eliminate jargon used 

in organized crime, according to Medel (2011). Campbell and Cabañas (2014) state that 

such crime-focused coverage that can be classified as tabloid, can also serve as narco-

propaganda as it also perpetuates fear with every bloody image shared. As part of its mis-

sion, InSight Crime’s website states the organization aims to provide training to journal-

ists “on how to cover this important issue and keep themselves, their sources and their 
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material safe” (InSight Crime, 2018). While InSight Crime does not disclose specific 

types of journalistic training, one can assume that framing plays a significant role in the 

teachings. Cleary (2003) states the changes in education and on-the-job training are pre-

dominately geared toward print journalists and argues that newspapers should also invest 

in professional development for existing journalists. Training is an important element to 

any profession, especially journalism. As previously mentioned, Cleary (2003) argues 

that the lack of training has led to negative opinions on content and journalists as they are 

not considered professional. Whether or not Cleary’s statements are true, one cannot deny 

the lack of respect toward journalists that is felt with every physical and verbal attack. 

These attacks will be evaluated through the content analyses in the next few chapters.   
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CHAPTER V 

PRELIMINARY STUDY – STUDY 1 

Method 

 I conducted a pilot study, Study 1, in conjunction with a content analysis course 

prior to beginning work on this thesis. Other graduate coursework at Texas Tech Univer-

sity also informed various aspects of the current study. The codebook was initially devel-

oped during the content analysis course, as students were instructed to conduct their own 

content analysis and given a template to use. Specific research questions were developed, 

a list of murdered Mexican journalists was created and content falling within the study’s 

time frame was selected. Variables were identified in accordance with the research ques-

tions. Over time, the codebook was expanded to accommodate the fact that the content 

was written in both Spanish and English. This proved challenging because the codebook 

prepared as part of the aforementioned course was originally written in English. As a bi-

lingual researcher, I was able to read Spanish-written content and conduct the analysis in 

English. However, through the development of this research, I determined that the code-

book needed to be fully translated from English to Spanish for a more in-depth analysis. 

The codebook consists of both English and Spanish prompts, variables and keywords.  

 Once the codebook was developed, intercoder reliability was calculated for 10% 

of the total articles using Excel. The study evaluated trends in news stories in relation to 

the deaths of Mexican journalists amid a recent wave of violence toward media profes-

sionals. The content analysis was conducted using the final published works of Mexico’s 

slain journalists from January 1, 2017 through July 1, 2018, along with that of living col-

leagues of the murdered journalists. Each article was read in order to code the selected 
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variables, which were then entered into a spreadsheet for recordkeeping and analysis. The 

findings were then transferred into a CSV file, which will be discussed in greater detail in 

the coding portion of this thesis. Video reports were also included in the study; however, 

only the first minutes of video content were analyzed, reflecting the journalistic practice 

of the inverted pyramid, meaning the most important information is delivered first in or-

der to inform the reader quickly and to make the editing process easier by eliminating in-

formation of least importance, typically located toward the end of the story. By evaluat-

ing trends in the fallen journalists’ final reporting and the work of those still alive, this 

study endeavored to determine whether a story’s framing may have violent and career-

ending implications. Each article was analyzed and evaluated, highlighting the themes 

and topics covered in the final days of the slain reporter. 

Coding – Study 1 

 Coding for the main study, Study 2, was similar, though not identical, to the sam-

ple study (See Appendix A). Coding for both studies was performed by two bilingual 

coders who are fluent in both Spanish and English.  One, the author, is of U.S. origin; the 

other is of Mexican origin and is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in the U.S. The coders met 

several times during the coding period to discuss variables, values and translations in an 

effort to develop a thorough codebook for the study and achieve a high intercoder relia-

bility rate. The main issue of each article was determined by the common and/or preva-

lent theme throughout the story and type of story through a search for keywords, which 

are listed in Appendix A and Table 1 below. 
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Table 1. Keywords in English with Spanish Translations 

Journalist Murder Periodista(s) Asesina(do), (da) 

Assault/Attack Asalt(ó) 

Cartel Assaults Cartel/Narcotraficante Asalta(ron) 

Narcotic Trafficking Narcotráfico 

Murder Asesin(ó) 

Political Unrest Inestabilidad Política, 

Weapon Seizure Asegurar Armas 

Narcotics Seizure Asegurar Drogas 

Kidnapped Secuestro 

Public Safety Seguiridad Pública 

Opinion/Editorial Comentario 

Business/Education Negocios 

Government Gobierno 

 
 
 Following codebook development in Study 1 (see Appendix A), the author trained 

the second coder for about two hours concerning the specifics for each variable as the ar-

ticles to be coded were in Spanish from Mexican media outlets. The “issue” variable is 

the topic/theme covered in the article; possible values include, but are not limited to, the 
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following: (1) journalist assassination; (2) cartel assaults; (3) narcotic trafficking; (4) 

murder; (5) political unrest; (6) weapon seizures; (7) narcotics-related seizures; (8) kid-

napping; (9) public safety; (10) opinion/editorial; (11) city improvement; (12) political 

coverage; and (13) other issues, including non-violent, non-narcotic, and/or non-weapon-

related crimes. In addition to these issues, which are highlighted in Appendix A, the 

codebook recorded any “call to action” created by the slain journalists to prompt their au-

dience to take some form of action, such as calling police with information on a crime or 

voting against a particular candidate for office. 

Content Analysis – Study 1 

 The names of the murdered journalists included in Study 1 were obtained through 

the Committee to Protect Journalists, Reporters Without Borders, Article 19, Interna-

tional Federation of Journalists, and El Sindicato Nacional de Redactores de La Prensa 

(National Syndicate of Press Writers, or SNRP) websites. These websites also listed the 

journalists’ recent place of employment and publications, which were then retrieved 

through an online search. The following publications and websites were used: (1) Rí-

odoce; (2) El Sillón-YouTube; (3) La Jornada’ (4) Canal 6TV; (5) El Universal; (6) Vox 

Populi San Luis; (7) Metrópoli San Luis; (8) Excélsior; (9) Milenio; (10) Colectivo 

Pericú; (11) Mundo Veracruzano; (12) Horizonte de Matamoros; (13) Las Noticias al In-

stante-Facebook; (14) Enlace Informativo Regional-Facebook; (15) Professional Profile-

Facebook; and (16) other outlets, such as Seguros en los Medios. The preliminary analy-

sis included two to three articles published by the assassinated journalists ranging from 

hours to a week prior to their deaths, and two to three articles written by their surviving 

colleagues (contributors to the same publications) which were randomly selected on the 
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basis of observations of content and byline frequency. Articles that did not display a by-

line were selected for the analysis from the same time period. 

 Evaluation of the content and themes in the coverage provides insight into what 

may have prompted the reporters’ murders, possibly due to critical or investigative cover-

age. For Study 1, an initial pilot study was conducted, which resulted in improvements to 

the code book, including the incorporation of additional categories (e.g. specified car-

tel/criminal organizations). Once the updates were made, an intercoder reliability check 

was conducted using a sample of 10% of the selected content; Krippendorff’s α reliability 

coefficients were calculated using ReCal16 and are presented in Table 2, below. A com-

plete list of variables and values located within the codebook (See Appendix A).  

  

                                                
16 A service provided through www.dfreelon.org. 
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Table 2. Study 1 – Intercoder Reliability per Variable 
 

Variable Percent Agreement Krippendorff’s α 

V1 – Outlet 100 1 

V2 –Main Issue 100 1 

V3 – Secondary Issue (Other) 100 1 

V4 – Journalist Assassination 100 1 

V5 – Cartel Assaults 100 1 

V6 – Narcotic Trafficking 95 .868 

V7 – Murder 100 1 

V8 – Political Unrest 100 1 

V9 – Weapon Seizure 97.5 .845 

V10 – Narcotic Seizure 90 .765 

V11 – Call to Action 100 1 

V12 – Cartel/Criminal Mentioned 95 .774 

V13 – Tijuana Arellano Félix Org. 100 1 

V14 – Sinaloa Cartel 92.5 .852 

V15 – Juárez/Carrillo Fuentes Org. 100 1 

V16 – Gulf Cartel 100 Undefined* 

V17 – Los Zetas 100 Undefined* 

V18 – Beltrán Leyva Org. 100 Undefined* 
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V19 – La Familia Michoacana  100 Undefined* 

V20 – Cártel Jalisco Nueva Generación  100 1 

V21 – Corrupt Politician  100 Undefined* 

V22 – Corrupt Municipal/State Police 100 Undefined* 

V23 – Corrupt Military 100 Undefined* 

V24 – No Cartel Mentioned 100 1 

V25 – U.S. Ties 100 1 

V26 – Region 100 1 

V27 – Other Region  97.5 .950 

V28 – Murder Assault Public Setting 100 1 

V29 – Weapon/Manner Mentioned 100 1 

V30 – Other Method 90 .795 

* Variables listed as “Undefined” consistently coded as “0” for each article. 
 
Coding Results – Study 1 

 About 400 pieces of published work— including online articles, Facebook posts, 

and videos —from January 2017 to July 2018 were identified but not coded for Study 1. 

Study 1 was an analysis of 40 articles, or 10% of the total number of articles analyzed in 

Study 2. There was no overlap between the two studies. The content was created by the 

following journalists: Cecilio Pineda Brito, Edgar Daniel Esqueda Castro, Javier Valdez 

Cárdenas, Leobardo Vázquez Atzin, Leslie Ann Pamika Montenegro del Real (“La Nana 

Pelucas”), Maximino Rodríguez Palacios, Miroslava Breach Velducea, Salvador Adame 

Pardo, Ricardo Monlui Cabrera, Cándido Ríos Vázquez, Carlos Domínguez Rodríguez, 

Juan Carlos Huerta and Héctor González Antonio. Content from presumably living 

Table 2 Continued 
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journalists17 carried the bylines from Wendy Roa, Anabel Ibáñez, Eirnet Gómez, Guada-

lupe E. González, and “staff.” The selected articles were then translated, coded, and en-

tered into an Excel file in CSV format.  

In addition to these articles, crime statistics from Mexico’s Office of the Secretary 

of the Interior were retrieved, showing aggregate totals of homicides per state and total 

number of homicides by reported murder method from January 2015 through August 

2018; updated numbers from the SEGOB website were included as they became availa-

ble. These numbers included all 31 Mexican states and the federal district of Ciudad de 

México (D.F.). According to the raw data, the central state of Guanajuato holds the high-

est homicide rate in the nation, with more than 4,000 deaths reported in a combination of 

homicides classified as negligent/wrongful homicide and manslaughter.  

Results – Study 1 

 Due to time constraints of the content analysis course for which this study was 

conducted, 40 articles were analyzed for use as Study 1. Additional coding and research 

on the findings of the larger-scale analysis will be discussed in the results portion of the 

“Main Study” section. Also, the research questions evolved for Study 2, and although 

they evolved, the results from Study 1 make a significant contribution on their own as 

they were very similar to those in Study 2. Study 1 was based on information obtained 

through the sample material, including 14 news articles from then-current journalists pro-

ducing content for publications that had recently lost a reporter to violence.  However, it 

must be noted that about 43% of articles chosen following the death of a colleague ex-

cluded a byline. As previously mentioned, the lack of a byline is a proactive measure by 

                                                
17 Referred to as “presumably living journalists,” due to the amount of violence toward reporters. These re-
porters were selected because they were alive at the time of the study. 
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publications to protect journalists. In March 2011, more than 45 Mexican media outlets 

signed the Acuerdo para la Cobertura Informativa de la Violencia del Crimen Organi-

zado, or Agreement for the Informative Coverage of Violence against Organized Crime, 

(Medel, 2011). The initiative, signed during Felipe Calderón’s presidency, was enacted to 

prevent the excessive publication of graphic images and violent stories in an effort to pro-

tect journalists behind this type of coverage. As part of this agreement, participating me-

dia organizations agreed to not use language and jargon used by drug organizations, and 

to emphasize narcotrafficking’s negative impact on the country. Heading this initiative 

were Televisa and TV Azteca, the largest television organizations in the nation (Medel, 

2011).  

 Regarding the overall issues covered, 37.5% of the selected articles covered polit-

ical unrest and included terms such as corrupción (corruption), gobierno (government), 

político (politician), or acusan (accuse). For instance, two of the selected articles in this 

category are titled “Diputado acusado de corrupcion pide ‘tronar’ a una persona18” and 

“Acusan a ICATSIN de corrupción en capacitación19.” Both articles involve public offi-

cials accused of corruption, both deal with finances, but in one a public official blatantly 

threatened to shoot his accuser over claims of unethical and corrupt business practices. 

Tables 3 and 4, which identify the main issues covered by murdered and living journal-

ists, were created by basic hand calculations using preliminary data gathered through 

Study 1’s codebook (See Appendix A). 

                                                
18 Translation: Representative accused of corruption threatens to shoot accuser 
19 Translation: ICATSIN (a public educational organization) is accused of corruption in 
trainings. 
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Table 3. Prevalent Topics in Content Produced by Both Murdered and Living Journalists 

 
 Main Issue Across All 

Analyzed Content  
Main Issue in Content 
from Murdered Journal-
ists 

Main Issue in Content 
from Living Journalists 

Journalist As-
sassination 

2.5% 0 7.1% 

Cartel Assaults 2.5% 3.9% 0 

Narcotraffick-
ing 

5% 7.7% 0 

Murder 10% 3.9% 21.4% 

Political Unrest 37.5% 34.6% 42.9% 

Weapon Sei-
zure 

2.5% 3.9% 0 

Narcotic Sei-
zure 

0 0 0 

Kidnapping  2.5% 3.9% 0 

Public Safety 5% 3.9% 7.1% 

Opinion/Edito-
rial  

12.5% 11.5% 14.3% 

City Improve-
ment 

7.5% 11.5% 0 

Political Cover-
age 

5% 7.7% 0 

Other 7.5% 7.7% 7.1% 

Total 100% 100% 100% 
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Table 4. Secondary/Tertiary Issues/Topics Found in the Selected Content 
 

 Topics Across All Ana-
lyzed Content 

Topics in Content 
by Murdered 
Journalists 

Topics in Content by 
Living Journalists 

Journalist Assassina-
tion 

2.5% 0 2.5% 

Cartel Assaults 17.5% 26.9% 0 

Narcotrafficking 20% 30.8% 0 

Murder 25% 15.4% 42.9% 

Political Unrest 50% 42.3% 64.3% 

Weapon Seizures 2.5% 3.8% 0 

Narcotic Seizures 2.5% 3.8% 0 

Kidnapping 7.5% 7.7% 7.1% 

Public Safety 27.5% 30.8% 21.4% 

Opinion/Editorial 15% 15.4% 14.3% 

City Improvement 10% 15.4% 0 

Political Coverage 17.5% 26.9% 0 

Call-To-Action 45% 50% 35.7% 

Mentioned Cartel/Or-
ganization/Politician 

47.5% 53.8% 35.7% 

US Ties 0 0 0 
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Map 2: Mexico21  
 
 

This map details the regional references in each selected story. The left cells/columns re-
port the results for all of the analyzed stories; the center cells/columns represent mur-
dered journalists’ stories, and the right columns/cells show the results for living journal-
ists’ stories. 

  

                                                
21 From descargamapas.net.  
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Table 5. Cartel/Criminal/Corrupt Officials Referenced in Analyzed Stories 
 

 

Articles covering cartel assaults, narcotics and weapon seizures, city improvement, public 

safety, and kidnapping received comparatively less coverage, with each topical category 

represented by only 2.5% of the analyzed content. The second-most-frequent type of cov-

erage was opinion/editorial articles, which made up about 12.5% of the selected content. 

Because this type content tended toward opinion pieces, some of it named specific cartel 

members or public officials in accusatory statements.  

For instance, the journalist Javier Valdez Cárdenas was well-known for his bold 

coverage of narcotrafficking, narcoculture, and the infamous men and women behind the 

criminal drug-industry lifestyle. On May 15, 2017, after Valdez left his office in 
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Content by Living 
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Tijuana Arellano Felix 
 

0 0 0 

Sinaloa Cartel 
 

0 0 0 
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0 0 0 

Gulf Cartel 
 

0 0 0 
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2.5% 3.8% 0 

Beltrán Leyva Organi-
zation 
 

0 0 0 

La Familia Michoacana 
 

0 0 0 
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Generación  
 

0 0 0 

Corrupt Politician 
 

30% 30.8% 28.6% 

Corrupt Munici-
pal/State Police 
 

5% 7.7% 0 

Corrupt Military 
 

0 0 0 

Other 
 

15% 19.2% 7.1% 
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Culiacán, Sinaloa, the road was blocked, and he was dragged out of his car by armed in-

dividuals who shot him 12 times (CPJ, 2018). Valdez was one of 1,921 people who were 

killed in the state of Sinaloa in 2017 (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018). His death was 

symbolic; he is believed to have been shot 12 times for the name of the publication he co-

founded Ríodoce (Verza, 2017). His opinion/editorial articles titled “Malayerba” were se-

lected for both Study 1 and 2, and his final, most controversial work emphasized Mex-

ico’s narcoculture in a narrative manner often highlighting the moral of the story. The ti-

tle in itself has interesting implications for framing because malayerba has a double con-

notation for “bad weed,” meaning marijuana or a person’s character (e.g. bad seed).  

For instance, an article titled “El Chicon” told the story of an old vigilante who 

brought law and order to his neighborhood through the use of street justice until he ulti-

mately met his fate with a gunshot to the head. Valdez’s articles named individuals, in-

cluding infamous narcotraffickers such as El Chapo Guzmán and other criminal organiza-

tions, and he had also received numerous death threats in the past. Specifically, media 

coverage of the arrest and extradition to the U.S. of Joaquín “El Chapo” Archivaldo Guz-

mán Loera created a tense environment as more journalists received threats on a regular 

basis (CPJ, 2018). CPJ reports: 

At a press conference on April 24, 2018, police named the alleged accom-
plice to the 2017 murder as 26-year-old Heriberto 'N', alias "El Koala," 
and said that Valdez was killed for his reporting. Heriberto's arrest was an-
nounced by Mexico's Interior Secretary Alfonso Navarrete on Twitter the 
day before (2018). 
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Díaz-Cerveró et al. (2018) discuss Valdez’s death as a notable case; however, his murder 

is but one of many for Mexican journalism: “en este gobierno priista – 42 periodistas han 

sido asesinados en el ejercicio -o a causa- de su labor informativa22” (p. 41). 

For Study 1, political unrest appeared frequently as a main issue, with 11.5% of 

the murdered journalists’ work being opinion/editorial pieces on the issue. For the “call-

to-action” variable, Study 1’s findings indicated that 50% of the articles called for ac-

tion—whether it was to vote, protest, increase vigilance, provide information to police, or 

a call for public officials to take action against criminal organizations. Also, the prelimi-

nary analysis showed that 30.8% of the articles by murdered journalists referred to the 

Gulf/Southern region of Mexico, which includes the states of Tamaulipas —1,620 homi-

cides in 2017, Veracruz — 2,688 homicides in 2017, and Tabasco — 888 homicides in 

2017 (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018). Based on the data, Veracruz ranks as the fourth 

deadliest state in the country. It is important to recognize that the Gulf/Southern region in 

this portion of the study does not include the Yucatán Peninsula, which in itself is a sepa-

rate value. 

Lastly, the differences in content topics between murdered journalists and those 

who are presumably alive at the time of the study were evaluated. As previously noted, 

43% of sample articles following the death of a colleague excluded a byline. Of the 14 

stories selected from journalists who are presumably alive, one named corrupt officials; 

however, no byline was included. The aforementioned article, “Diputado acusado de cor-

rupción pide ‘tronar’a una persona,” came from the Metrópoli San Luis – publication 

that lost a photojournalist to gun violence. The article, published after the death of Edgar 

                                                
22 Translated: under the “priista” administration, 42 journalists have been assassinated for doing their jobs. 
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Daniel Esqueda Castro, is written about PAN-politico Mariano Niño who took to his Fa-

cebook page to threaten to shoot someone after his spending was brought into question. 

Metrópoli San Luis published the politician’s Facebook post. Soon after, Niño became 

the subject of an embezzlement case (Estrada, 2019). Again, the lack of byline indicates 

that stories were formatted and presented in a way to protect journalists by not actually 

naming involved persons, only incidents. Content is framed to “simplify” and “prioritize” 

a narrative through word choice, imagery, and even story placement and size (Norris, 

Kern & Just, 2003; Relly & González, 2014). The publication staff’s decision to not use a 

byline may be one way to protect journalists in this deadly wave of cartel-driven vio-

lence.  

Analysis of the slain journalists’ final work showed 50% of the content at least 

mentioned a politician, and 30.8% of the murdered journalists’ content actually named an 

actor (corrupt politician, cartel member, corrupt public officials). Also, 12.5% of the sto-

ries did not mention a region in their coverage. Although this research also found 25% of 

the articles mentioned murder, only 10% of those articles failed to mention the location 

of the crime scene. These findings suggest that while the majority of articles do mention 

an area of coverage, the location may not be disclosed in a small percentage of articles. 

The ambiguity thus provides some form of protection; yet, the story usually remains in-

terpretable to locals due to neighborhood photographs taken at the scene of the crime. 
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CHAPTER VI 

MAIN STUDY FINDINGS – STUDY 2 

The main study, Study 2, analyzed 400 articles, randomly selected from a total 

population of 800 identified articles.  Intercoder reliability was calculated by analyzing 

ten percent of the content in advance. Again, each article was entered into a spreadsheet 

for recordkeeping and was read with each variable analyzed through SPSS.  

Study 2 initially began with 800 articles and social media posts from January 2017 

through July 2018; however, only 400 articles and posts were coded due to time con-

straints of the degree program and the constant changes to and discarding of media con-

tent, as some videos could not be retrieved in a timely manner.  As in Study 1, Study 2 

included political opinion/editorial articles about the 2018 election candidates, including 

those for president. These articles are critical to the study as Kjelstad (2018) observed in-

creased violence in Mexico during this time, which was expected to create a “dramati-

cally shifted regional politics via gubernatorial and local elections” (pp. 1-2). Also, to ex-

amine both local and national coverage on crime, Study 2 findings are also compared to 

national crime statistics obtained from the Office of the Mexico Secretary of the Interior: 

www.secretariadoejecutivo.gob.mx. 

While the principal focus of Study 2 remained the same, a few variables and val-

ues were changed to better fit the revised and additional research questions. This in-

cludes variables focusing on framing and “Journalist Alive” – a variable based on by-

line. The dataset contained some videos; however, the only video content uploaded to 

social media sites was used selected because some of the selected content from slain 
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journalists had been removed. As in Study 1, only the first 10 minutes of each video 

were analyzed.  

A few of the publications used in Study 1 were no longer available for Study 2. 

For instance, the content produced by Cecilio Pineda Brito, whose case was discussed in 

the previous section –was no longer available at the time Study 2 was conducted. In 

place of his final video, an accusatory narrative discussing a potentially corrupt local 

government, an error message greets his former Facebook followers (See Image 1). 

  

 
Figure 1: Cecilio Pineda Brito – Las Noticias al Instante / Facebook  

 

Pineda’s video content could not be retrieved during Study 2 because it had been posted 

directly to the site through Facebook Live and not uploaded from a separate server or me-

dia site. Prior to having his Facebook page removed, Pineda – an independent journalist – 

had had more than 31,000 followers (Univision, 2017). According to Article 19 report, 

“Mexico: Report shows silencing of journalists and media freedom,” officials have re-

quested content removal to social media companies and citing “criticism of government” 

and “fake news” to justify their requests. Article 19 states: 
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The report23 shows that content removal requests are being used as censor-
ship mechanism by Federal and local authorities, clearly incompatible 
with the right to freedom of expression and information insofar that both 
authorities and companies lack proper transparency mechanisms and judi-
cial oversight. 
 

Coding – Study 2 

 Coding for Study 2 was performed by the same two bilingual coders who are flu-

ent in both Spanish and English. Again, the coders met several times during the study to 

test the accuracy and validity of variables and translations to strengthen the codebook for 

the main content analysis (See Appendix A).  As in Study 1, each article’s type and main 

issue were determined by the common and/or prevalent theme and through a search for 

keywords listed in Appendix A and Table 1. 

 Following the redevelopment of the codebook (See Appendix A), the second 

coder was trained again on how to code for main and secondary issues from the select 

Spanish-language articles from Mexican media outlets. The “issue” variables refers to the 

topics of the stories, which included: (1) journalist assassination; (2) assault/attack; (3) 

cartel assaults; (4) narcotic trafficking; (5) murder; (6) political unrest; (7) weapon sei-

zures; (8) narcotics seizure; (9) kidnapping; (10) public safety; (11) opinion/editorial; 

(12) business; (13) government; and (14) other issues, including non-violent, non-nar-

cotic, and/or non-weapon-related crimes. Among these issues, which are highlighted in 

Appendix A, the coders coded for calls to action created by the slain journalists to prompt 

their audience to take some form of action, such as calling police with information on a 

crime or voting against a particular candidate for office. Other variables also included: 

mentioned cartels/organizations/individuals – with values consisting of criminal 

                                                
23 Article 19’s 2018 report Ante el silencio, ni boron ni cuenta nueva (In the face of silence, neither erasure 
nor revision).  
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organizations, politicians, military and law enforcement agencies; and mentioned regions, 

with values consisting of those listed in Appendix A. 

Content Analysis – Study 2   

 As in Study 1, names of the murdered journalists were obtained through the Com-

mittee to Protect Journalists, Reporters Without Borders, Article 19, International Federa-

tion of Journalists, and El Sindicato Nacional de Redactores de La Prensa (National Syn-

dicate of Press Writers, or SNRP) websites. These websites also listed journalists’ recent 

place of employment and publication contributions, which were then retrieved through an 

online search. The following publications and websites were used: (1) Ríodoce; (2) El 

Sillón-YouTube; (3) La Jornada; (4) Canal 6TV; (5) El Universal; (6) Vox Populi San 

Luis; (7) Metrópoli San Luis; (8) Excélsior; (9) Milenio; (10) Colectivo Pericú; (11) 

Mundo Veracruzano; (12) Horizonte de Matamoros; (13) Las Noticias al Instante-Face-

book; (14) Enlace Informativo Regional-Facebook; (15) Professional Profile – Facebook; 

(16) Professional Profile – Twitter; and (17) other outlets, such as Seguros En Los Me-

dios. Study 2 analyzed 400 articles, which were randomly selected from the population of 

800 through the use of the Research Randomizer24 with no overlap in content from Study 

1. As in the Study 1, Study 2 included political opinion/editorial articles concerning the 

2018 presidential election. 

 Using 400 articles for Study 2, ten percent of the articles were double-coded using 

the final codebook.  The final intercoder reliability check was conducted and 

                                                
24 www.randomizer.org, a website that allows one to enter information specific to a study 
such as number of sets, number range, and marker placement.  
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Krippendorff’s α reliability coefficients were calculated using the previously used ReCal 

program; the results are listed in Table 6. 
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Table 6. Study 2 – Intercoder Reliability per Variable 

Variable Percent Agreement Krippendorff’s α 

V1 – Outlet 100 1 

V2 – OtherOutlet 100 Undefined* 

V3 –Main Issue 92.5 .887 

V4 – Secondary Issue (Other) 90 .866 

V5 – Journalist Assassination 
 

100 1 

V6 –Assault 
 

100 1 

V7 – Cartel Assaults 100 1 

V8– Narcotic Trafficking 100 1 

V9 – Murder 100 1 

V10 – Political Unrest 100 1 

V11 – Weapon Seizure 100 1 

V12 – Narcotic Seizure 100 Undefined* 

V13 – Kidnapped 100 1 

V14 – Public Safety 97.5 .950 

V15 – Opinion/Editorial 97.5 .950 

V16 – Business/Commerce 97.5 .936 

V17 – Government 100 1 

V18 – Call to Action 97.5 .919 

V19 – Mentioned Org./Ind. 95 .899 

V20 – Tijuana Arellano Félix Org. 100 Undefined* 
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V21 – Sinaloa Cartel 100  1 

V22 – Juárez/Carrillo Fuentes Org. 100 Undefined* 

V23 – Gulf Cartel 100 Undefined* 

V24 – Los Zetas 100 1 

V25 – Beltrán Leyva Org. 100 Undefined* 

V26 – La Familia Michoacana  100 Undefined* 

V27 – Cártel Jalisco Nueva Generación  100 Undefined* 

V28 – Government Officials/Politicians  100 1 

V29 – Municipal/State Police 100 1 

V30 –Military 100 1 

V31 – Other Org. 100 1 

V32 – U.S. Ties 97.5 .964 

V33 – Region 100 1 

V34 – Murder Assault Public Setting 100 1 

V35 – Weapon/Manner Mentioned 100 Undefined* 

V36 – Criminal Responsibility 100 1 

V37 – Implied Responsibility 100 1 

V38 – Framing Criminal Act 100 1 
 

V39 – Dehumanization 95 .915 

V40 – Journalist Alive  100 1 

* Variables listed as “Undefined” consistently coded as “0” for each article. 
 

Table 6 Continued 
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 While the list of murdered journalists remained the same as in Study 1, the con-

tent from presumably living journalists carried the bylines of Marcos Muedano, Ruben 

Martin, Juan Carlos Mendez, Wendy Roa, Anabel Ibáñez, Eirnet Gómez, Guadalupe 

González, and Metrópoli San Luis “staff.” Again, Cecilo Pineda Brito was omitted from 

Study 2 due to the removal of the social media pages where his work was published. The 

articles were then translated, coded, and placed in an Excel file in CSV format. For Study 

2, crime statistics from government’s updated reports for 2018 were obtained from Mex-

ico’s Office of the Secretary of the Interior. On May 2019, the Secretaría de Seguridad y 

Protección Cuidadana and the Secretariado Ejecutivo del Sistema Nacional de Seguridad 

Pública released the annual report on the nation’s violent crime rates, showing a national 

total of 44,158 homicides for 2018. The totals are reported in Table 7. 
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Table 7. Homicides per State for 2018 (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2019) 

Baja California Norte 
3,172 

 

Guerrero 
2,718 

Querétaro 
490 

Zacatecas 
700 

Baja California Sur 
244 

 

Hidalgo 
733 

Quintana Roo 
936 

 

Campeche 
155 

Jalisco 
2,763 

San Luis Potosí 
900 

 

Coahuila de Zaragoza 
480 

 

Estado de México 
3,098 

Sinaloa 
1,608 

 

Colima 
725 

 

Michoacán de Ocampo 
2,276 

Sonora 
1,157 

 

Chiapas 
1,279 

 

Morelos 
1,000 

Tabasco 
1,001 

 

Chihuahua 
2,080 

 

Nayarit 
446 

Tamaulipas 
1,608 

 

Ciudad de México 
1,896 

 

Nuevo León 
1,284 

Tlaxcala 
172 

 

Durango 
408 

 

Oaxaca 
1,743 

Veracruz 
2,434 

 

Guanajuato 
4,298 

Puebla 
1,983 

Yucatán 
88 
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For the date range of this particular study, there were more than 25,000 reported homi-

cides in Mexico (Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018, 2019). Based on existing knowledge 

and gaps that need to be filled, this thesis addresses the following research questions: 

 

RQ1: What similarities exist in the type of coverage/beat for the mur-

dered journalists? 

RQ1a: What topics are covered in the final works published by the 

selected slain journalists? 

RQ1b: Are some regions of Mexico more dangerous than others in 

regard to reporter lives claimed?  

RQ1c: What consistencies and variations across Mexico’s regions 

are found in the final topics slain journalists reported on? 

RQ1d: Do journalist deaths vary according to the principal me-

dium in which they reported?   

RQ1e: What common secondary issues are present in the final pub-

lished works of the slain journalists, if any?   

RQ2: How do themes of relevant news stories by living Mexican jour-

nalists differ from those of the murdered, if at all?  

RQ2a: What type of violence, if any, is referenced in the final pub-

lished stories of murdered journalists? 

RQ2b: How frequently are suspected cartels, gangs, and/or corrupt 

individuals mentioned by name in published works by living and 

murdered journalists? 
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RQ2c:  What percentage of articles from slain and living journal-

ists imply criminal responsibility?  

RQ2d: If criminal responsibility is mentioned, who is it directed 

toward? 

RQ2e:  How do the articles of both living and murdered journalists 

frame blame placement? 

RQ2f: If blame placement is present, is dehumanizing language 

used when referring to perpetrators or victims? 

RQ2g: Which publications do the articles containing dehumanizing 

language appear in? 

RQ2h: What percentage of stories by living and murdered journal-

ists enlist the public’s help through a call-to-action? 

RQ2i: What percentage of stories with a call to action appear in 

which publications?  

RQ2j: How frequently are bylines used in current stories at publi-

cations that have lost a colleague to narcoviolence? 

 

Potentially lifesaving, the findings of these research questions may be used by non-gov-

ernmental organizations to help better train and support Mexican journalists.   
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CHAPTER VII 

STUDY 2 RESULTS 

 The following statistical findings are a result of extensive research and course-

work. While the analysis for Study 1 relied on hand calculations, subsequent courses in 

research methods, data analysis, and content analysis allowed this thesis to come to frui-

tion. Each research question was selected to fill important gaps in the literature. To ad-

dress these research questions, a series of crosstabs analyses was conducted using statisti-

cal-software program SPSS. The first question, RQ1, asked what similarities existed in 

the type of coverage/beat for the murdered journalists. A subquestion asked what topics 

were covered in the selected slain journalists’ final articles.  

It was initially determined that several cells had areas of low frequency, meaning 

the values were too low for the purposes of a chi-square test. According to Sharpe (2015), 

collapsing low frequency cells is common when running a chi-square test. Therefore, the 

coding categories of journalist assassination, assault, cartel assaults, murder, and kidnap-

ping were combined to form a new category/variable, “ViolentCrimesX.” In addition, the 

narcotic trafficking, weapon seizure, narcotics seizure, and public safety categories were 

combined to form the category/variable, “PublicSafetyX.” Next, the business and “other” 

categories were combined to create the “BusinessX” category. Lastly, the “GovPoliX” 

category was created from the political unrest, government, and Op/Ed categories. The 

opinion/editorial value was included in “GovPoliX” because 36.5% of articles were 

found to be critical of local government and politicians.  

A second chi-square analysis using the newly-created categories was performed, 

indicating that the final topics covered by slain journalists varied at a statistically 
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significant level from those of their surviving colleagues, x2 (6, N = 400) = 53.65, p < 

.001. A comparison was conducted between articles featuring government/political coverage 

from both murdered and living journalists showed an 18% difference with living journalists hav-

ing the highest percentage of content. The government and political articles were highly critical 

of local government and politicians in general, especially so with opinions/editorials. These find-

ings indicate that murdered journalists were predominately reporting on government and political 

issues and/or topics prior to their death. Table 8 highlights the results from the analysis for RQ1a. 

 

Table 8. RQ1a: Chi-Square Analysis of Main Issue Coverage and Journalists 

Main Issue Journalist Alive x2 P 

Living Murdered No Byline 

ViolentCrimesX 7.7% 18.6% 29.3% 53.6 .001 

PublicSafetyX 11% 11.8% 24.4% 

BusinessX 8.4% 14.7% 34.1% 

GovPoliX 72.9% 54.9% 12.2% 

 

 

To address RQ1b, which evaluates the nation’s regions to determine whether 

some areas are more dangerous than others in regard to reporter lives claimed, the “Jour-

nalist Alive” variable was tested along with the “Region” variable. Several categories had 

to be combined due to low cell values. The adjustments made combined the North and 

Central categories to create the “NorthX” category; the “Gulf/South” value was como-

bined with the “Yucatan Peninsula” category to create the “SouthX” category; while the 
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“Baja Peninsula” category, “Pacific Coast” category, the “Nation” category and the 

“Other” category were combined to create the “Pacific/OtherX” category. The combina-

tion was created because of the low frequency of the values and because the Baja Penin-

sula and Pacific Coast are geographically in the same region. Also, most of the opin-

ion/editorial pieces that spoke of the nation as a whole came from the Baja region (e.g. 

Colectivo Pericú). Overall, the region-oriented categories formed the new “RegionX” 

variable. A chi-square analysis showed that certain areas proved deadlier for journalists 

than others, x2 (4, N = 400) = 88.25, p < .001, 48% of articles by murdered journalists 

originating from the area labeled “GulfX.” The “GulfX” area consists of Yucatan, Quin-

tana Roo, Campeche, Tamaulipas, Veracruz, and Tabasco. The region Veracruz had more 

than 2,600 homicides in 2017, including the death of Candido “El Pabuche” Ríos 

Vázquez25 (RWB, 2018; Secretaría de Gobernación, 2018). These regions were combined 

to create “GulfX” as they have areas with Gulf of Mexico shoreline. 

                                                
25 This was the front page of the publication Diario Acayucan the day after Candido “El Pabuche” Ríos 
Vázquez was murdered in broad daylight. (Diario Acayucan, 2017). The newspaper labels itself “The voice 
of the people;” a virtue held highly by Ríos as displayed in his final Facebook live video that was published 
moments before his death. A quote from his video are published beneath his picture. They read, “Our (jour-
nalists) weapons don’t fire off bullets but truths.” 
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Figure 2. Ríos Vázquez appears on front page of his publication 
 

Additionally, 30.4% of articles by murdered journalists came from the Pacific/Other re-

gion, and 21.6% of articles from slain journalists originated from North and Central Mex-

ico. For an in-depth look at each individual value, an Excel spreadsheet was used to cal-

culate percentages of articles published by murdered journalists for each geographical-

area within the “Region” variable in regard to articles published by murdered journalists. 

Table 9 highlights the specific findings.  
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Table 9. Slain Journalists’ Articles by Region (N=204) 

Value # of Articles (By Murdered 
Journalists) 

Percentage 

Baja Peninsula 
 

20 9.8% 

Yucatan Penin-
sula 
 

1 .5% 

The Gulf/South 
 

97 47.6% 

Central Mexico 
 

0 0% 

The North 
 

44 21.6% 

Pacific Coast 
 

30 12.3% 

Entire Nation 
 
 

11 5.4% 

Other Region 
 

1 .5% 

City/Region Not 
Mentioned 
 

0 0% 

 

 Question RQ1c evaluated consistencies and variations in the final topics of slain 

journalists across the country’s regions. The results showed 54.9% of selected articles by 

murdered journalists – 204 articles – covered political/government issues. More specifi-

cally, 57.14% of articles written by murdered journalists in the Southern/Yucatan region 

of Mexico covered political government issues (56 of 98 articles). To address RQ1c, a 

chi-square analysis measuring the collapsed variable of “RegionX” with the collapsed 
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variable of “MaintopicX” was performed. The results indicated that some topics appear 

more frequently than others in specific areas x2 (6, N = 400) = 15.83, p < .05. In the dead-

liest “SouthX” region, 61.2% of articles by murdered journalists were about govern-

ment/political issues, 15.2% of articles discussed public safety issues, 12.7% of articles 

consisted of business coverage, and 10.9% of articles covered violent crimes.  

 The Northern and Central portions of Mexico, which were combined into the 

“NorthX” category, were similar to the Southern/Yucatan region in that government and 

political issues dominated the content produced by murdered journalists, with 46.4% of 

the selected articles focusing on these issues. The “ViolentcrimesX” value was observed 

to be the second most frequent topic in the region (20.8%), followed by business-related 

coverage (16.8% of the articles), and public safety (16%). Lastly, the “Pacific/OtherX” 

value combined content from the Western region of Mexico, articles that reference the 

entire nation, and articles that discuss locations outside of Mexico, Again, this combina-

tion was developed due to low frequency and based on op/ed articles focusing on the na-

tion as a whole (Colectivo Pericú) In this category, 64.5% of the articles by murdered 

journalists focused on government and political issues, 16.4% of articles covered violent 

crimes, 13.6% discussed business topics, and 5.5% covered public-safety matters. Over-

all, the most common topic of content produced by murdered journalists across the nation 

was government/ politics.  

 The next research question, RQ1d, evaluated journalist deaths based on medium. 

To answer this question, an initial chi-square analysis was performed, and some of the 

cell values were too. Thus, the categories were collapsed based on which publications re-

ceived government advertising monies. This was determined through the Media Owner-

ship Monitor (MOM), a research initiative conducted by Reporters Without Borders in an 
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effort to make media markets more transparent by looking into funding and ownership 

(RWB, 2018). Based on the findings, the Ríodoce, Metrópoli San Luis, Vox Populi San 

Luis, Colectivo Pericú, Mundo Veracruzano, and Horizonte De Matamoros values were 

combined to create to the new “Independent Publications” category, while Milenio, La 

Jornada, Excélsior, Canal 6TV, and El Universal were combined to create the “Govern-

ment-Subsidized Publications” category. Lastly, Las Noticias al Instante (Facebook), En-

lace Informativo Regional (Facebook), Professional Profile – Facebook, Professional 

Profile – Twitter, and the Other category were combined to create the “Social Media” 

category. Once the new categories were created for the new “Outlet X” variable, a second 

chi-square test was conducted, showing the type of publication does matter in relation to 

the life-or-death situations journalists face, x2 (4, N = 400) = 135.78, p < .001. Of the arti-

cles from living journalists, 66.5% appeared in independent publications, 32.9% in gov-

ernment-subsidized publications, and .6% on social media. Among the articles by mur-

dered journalists, 36.3% were from independent publications, 18.6% from government-

subsidized publications, and 45.1% represented social media content. Lastly, 100% of the 

selected articles without a byline came from independent publications, indicating that 

government-subsidized publications are unlikely to omit the author’s name from their 

work. The results show the greatest number of articles by murdered journalists appeared 

on social media, followed by independent publications. This is a highly critical finding as 

those who write for publications that receive government advertising dollars are less 

likely to criticize politicians and government actions, as mentioned by the media scholar 

Robert McChesney (2010). 

 Finally, RQ1e evaluated secondary issues found in the published work of mur-

dered journalists. A preliminary chi-square test again indicated that several cell values 
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were too low for the purposes of the test. Once categories were collapsed to form two 

variables, “PublicSafetyII” and “GovPoliII,” a second chi-square test was conducted. 

“PublicSafetyII” values consisted of both violent and non-violent crimes, while the new 

“GovPoliII” variable contained articles with business coverage; the “no secondary issue 

mentioned” variable remained the same. The results showed there are statistically signifi-

cant differences in the secondary issues discussed in the final works published by the 

slain journalists versus living ones, x2 (4, N = 400) = 11.49, p < .05. Out of the 204 arti-

cles by slain journalists, 30.4% had no secondary issue, 46.6% contained government/po-

litical/business coverage, and 23% focused on public safety elements. For the living jour-

nalists, government/political/business coverage was found as a secondary topic in 60.6% 

of the articles, 26.5% did not contain secondary issues, while 12.9% of articles had public 

safety as the secondary issue. In articles without a byline, government/political/business 

coverage and “No Secondary Issue Mentioned” were tied at 39%, while public safety 

coverage was found as a secondary issue in 22% of the no-byline articles.  

 For a more in-depth look, a simple count using an MS Excel spreadsheet was con-

ducted for the 204 articles from murdered journalists. This approach provided an individ-

ualized look at all of the issues presented in the articles. The findings showed 53.43% of 

the articles by slain journalists (109 out of 204) were classified as opinion/editorial 

pieces, with 44.12% of these articles (90 out of 204) covering some form of political un-

rest. In addition to those findings, 27.45% of the same articles contained some form of 

political coverage. Public safety elements were found in 40.69% of murdered journalists’ 

articles (83 out of 204), along with murder coverage in 25.49% (52 out of 204) and as-

saults in 18.14% (37 out of 204). Surprisingly, other issues, such as assault and narco-fo-

cused crimes, appeared less frequently. For instance, only 3.43% of the articles by slain 
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journalists (7 out of 204) discussed the death of a colleague. Data for other variables are 

presented in Table 10. 

 

Table 10. Secondary Issues Present in Slain Journalists’ Articles (N=204) 
 

Variable # of Articles Percentage 

Assaults 37 18.14% 

Cartel Assaults 25 12.25% 

Narcotrafficking 26 12.75% 

Weapon Seizure 4 1.96% 

Narcotic Seizure 1 0.49% 

Business 25 12.25% 

 

 

RQ2: Frame and Theme Variables 

 We now turn our attention to RQ2 which analyzed differences in themes between 

articles written by living and murdered journalists. Several subquestions were evaluated. 

The first, RQ2a, asked “What type of violence, if any, is referenced in the final published 

stories of murdered journalists?” Because some cell values were too low, the “Public-

Murder” variable was transformed to create the “PublicMurderX” variable, with values 

relisted as “Yes” – meaning the article mentioned an attack committed in a public place, 

and “No/Murder Not Mentioned” – meaning the location of an attack was not mentioned, 

or the article contained no coverage of a violent attack. A chi-square test indicated a sta-

tistically significant difference in the way violent attacks were covered, x2 (2, N = 400) = 

6.44, p < .05. Of the 67 articles that mentioned a violent crime committed in a public 
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place, 56.7% were authored by murdered journalists, 26.9% by living journalists, and 

16.4% had no byline. A total of 333 articles did not mention a crime, did not mention the 

location of an attack, or did not cover a violent attack. The results showed 49.8% of these 

articles were authored by murdered journalists, 41.1% by living journalists, and 9% had 

no byline.  

 Continuing with the type of violence covered by slain journalists, a second chi-

square analysis examined the “Weapon/Method Mentioned” and the “No Method/As-

sault/Murder Mentioned” categories. The results indicate a statistically significant differ-

ence in the type of content produced by murdered journalists in regard to reporting on an 

actual weapon, x2 (2, N = 400) = 6.31, p < .05. According to the results, 65.4% of articles 

that mentioned a weapon were authored by slain journalists, 23.1% by living journalists, 

and 11.5% had no byline. By contrast, 48.9% of articles that did not mention a weapon or 

violent attack were written by slain journalists, 41.1% by living journalists, and 10.1% 

had no byline. A spreadsheet was used to look at each individual value and gain more in-

depth information regarding the final coverage of slain journalists. The results, which ap-

pear in Table 9, 25.49% of the articles by murdered journalists contained murder cover-

age. The most common type of weapon/method listed in the articles by the slain journal-

ists, 14.71% (30 out of 204) was firearm. As mentioned above, the nation’s homicide sta-

tistics for 2017 attributed more than 17,000 deaths to gun violence (Secretaría de Gober-

nación, 2019). These findings indicate it was predominately now-murdered journalists 

who wrote about public attacks, with the majority of these cases involving gun violence, 

which national statistics show is prevalent throughout the country.  

 Next, RQ2b evaluated the mentioning of corrupt individuals in the select articles. 

Several chi-square tests were conducted to compare equality of proportions using the 
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“JournalistAlive” and the “MentionedOrganization” variables. The cell values were too 

low for the tests to prove significant. In total, only 7 of the randomly selected articles 

mentioned a criminal organization, while 370 of the articles specifically mentioned gov-

ernment officials and politicians, and 23 articles mentioned police. The results for articles 

authored by murdered journalists appear in Table 11. 

 

Table 11. Organizations Mentioned in Slain journalists’ Articles (N=204) 
 

Variable # of Articles Percentage 

Tijuana Arellano 
Félix Organization 

 

0 
 

0% 

Sinaloa Cartel 
 

5 
 

2.45% 

Juárez/Carrillo 
Fuentes Organization 

 

0 
 
 

0% 

Gulf Cartel 
 
 

0 
 

0% 

Los Zetas 
 
 

0 0% 

Beltrán Leyva Organ-
ization 

 

3 
 

1.47% 

La Familia Micho-
acana 

 

0 0% 

Cártel Jalisco Nueva 
Generación 

 

1 
 

0.49% 

Government Offi-
cials/Politicians 

 

122 
 

59.8% 

Police 26 
 

12.75% 

Military 
 

15 5.88% 

 

The findings show that government officials and politicians were commonly mentioned 

in articles of slain journalists published just prior to their deaths – a plausible finding, 
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which aligns with the finding that the majority of articles also consisted of government 

and political coverage.  

 Subquestion RQ2c evaluated the percentage of articles implying criminal respon-

sibility. Due to low cell values, categories were collapsed to create a new “CriminalRe-

sponsibilityX” variable, with the “Yes” value and the “No/No Criminal Activity, Corrup-

tion Reported” value. A chi-square test showed a statistically significant difference in the 

distribution of responsibility reporting, x2 (2, N = 400) = 14.26, p < .05. Of the articles 

implying responsibility for corrupt or criminal actions, 45% were authored murdered 

journalists, 46% by living journalists, and about 9% had no byline. For the articles that 

did not imply nor mention criminal responsibility or corruption, 60% were authored by 

murdered journalists, 27.5% by living journalists, and 12.5% had no byline.  

 Question RQ2d asked who the responsibility for the criminal or corrupt action is 

directed toward. Another possibility was that criminal or corrupt activity was not men-

tioned within the articles. Due to low cell values, categories were collapsed into a varia-

ble titled “ResponsibilityDirectionX,” and the categories of “Victim” and “No Criminal 

Activity or Corruption Reported” were combined to create the “Victim/No Corrup-

tion,Criminal Activity Reported” variable. A chi-square test showed the majority of arti-

cles from slain journalists did not indicate responsibility direction in corruption or crimi-

nal activity, x2 (2, N = 400) = 14.98, p < .05. Among the articles blaming the suspect or 

arrestee for a certain activity, 44.5% were authored by murdered journalists, 46.6% by 

living journalists, and 8.9% had no byline. For the articles that did not include blame 

placement or placed the blame on the victim, 60.4% were authored by murdered journal-

ists, 27.4% by living journalists, and 12.2% had no byline. These findings indicate that 
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although slain journalists were speaking out against political corruption prior to their 

death, they potentially refrained from blatantly blaming specific people.  

 The fifth subquestion, RQ2e, asked, how blame placement was framed. A chi-

square test showed a statistically significant difference in how blame placement was ar-

ticulated across author categories (x2 (4, N = 400 = 18.15), p < .05). To evaluate RQ2e, 

the articles were coded for whether or not the accusation were based on rumors or facts. 

Of all the articles, 56 were coded as being based on “Rumors” because they did not spe-

cifically attribute information when reporting crime and/or corruption. The results 

showed 50% of these articles were authored by murdered journalists, 48.2% by living 

journalists, and 1.8% had no byline.  

Continuing with RQ2e, there were 184 articles were coded as “Factual” meaning 

stories about crime and/or corruption contained attribution. Overall, 45.7% of these arti-

cles were authored by living journalists, 43.5% were authored by murdered journalists, 

and 10.8% of the articles had no byline. Finally, the “No Criminal Activity/Corruption 

Reported” value contained 160 articles, of which 60% were written by now-murdered 

journalists, 27.5% by living journalists, and 12.5% had no byline.  

Subquestion RQ2f asked “During this blame placement is dehumanizing language used 

when referring to perpetrators or victims Due to low cell values, the “No Byline” and 

“Alive” categories were combined to create “JournalistAliveX” variable. A chi-square 

test showed a significant difference in the use of dehumanizing language when referring 

to a suspect, accused, or arrestee depending on author, x2 (2, N = 400) = 14.98, p < .05. 

Of the 32 articles containing dehumanizing language, 59.4% of articles were authored by 

living journalists or contained no byline, and 50.6% were written by now-murdered jour-

nalists. For the 207 articles that did not contain dehumanizing language, 54.6% were 
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authored by living journalists or contained no byline, and 45.4% were written by now-

murdered journalists. Finally, of the 161 articles in which no criminal activity or corrup-

tion was reported, 39.8% were authored by living journalists or had no byline, and the re-

maining 60.2% were authored by murdered journalists. These findings reveal that living 

journalists’ articles showed dehumanizing language directed toward a suspect/arrestee 

and reported on more crimes than murdered journalists. This suggests that living journal-

ists are covering crime in an aggressive manner. 

 RQ2g evaluated the use of dehumanizing language by types of publications. A 

chi-square test showed a significant difference within the types of publications in which 

dehumanizing language was used, x2 (4, N = 400) = 77.64, p < .001. Looking at the arti-

cles which contained dehumanizing language, 84.4% came from independent publica-

tions, 0% came from government-subsidized publications, and 15.6% came from social 

media. Among the articles that did not contain this type of language, 55.1% came from 

independent publications, 34.8% were located in government-subsidized publications, 

and 10.1% came from social media s. Lastly, of the articles that do not mention any crim-

inal activity and/or corruption, 47.8% came from independent publications, 10.6% came 

from government-subsidized publications, and 41.6% were found on social medias.  

 RQ2h analyzed the call to action in articles.  Chi-square tests indicated there were 

no statistically significant differences between murdered and living journalists in regard 

to using calls for action in their articles. The results identified 36 articles containing a call 

to action, while 364 articles did not request any assistance from the public. Of the 62 arti-

cles with violent crime coverage, only four called for the public’s assistance, and 51 of 

the articles mentioning public safety, six called for the public’s help. Finally, the 57 busi-

ness articles contained four calls for action, while the 230 government/political articles 
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had 22 calls for action. Of the 155 articles written by living journalists 11 called for ac-

tion while 144 did not. In addition to these findings, of the 245 articles by murdered jour-

nalists and those without a byline, 25 called for action from the public while 220 did not. 

The results indicate that calls for public action may be uncommon in Mexican journalism, 

possibly due to the very threats outlined in this thesis.   

 Research question, RQ2i asked for the percentage of stories with a call-to-action 

in certain publications. A chi-square showed no statistically significant difference. The 

analysis showed that 17 of 218 articles from independent publications contained a call for 

public action. Of the 89 articles from government-subsidized publications, only five 

asked for the public’s assistance, as did 14 of the 93 articles obtained from social media. 

 The last question, RQ2j evaluated how frequently bylines were used at publica-

tions that have lost a colleague to narcoviolence. A chi-square test showed a statistically 

significant x2 (1, N = 204) = 16.01, p < .001, such that 36.3% of articles written by mur-

dered journalist came from independent publications, and 18.6% came from government-

subsidized publications. Due to the study only including publications that have lost a 

journalist to violence, no comparisons could be made for publications who have not lost a 

colleague.  

  In summary, there were 41 articles without a byline among the 400 analyzed. The 

publications that seem to be practicing self-censorship are independent publications be-

cause every story originating from a government-subsidized publication had a byline with 

a named reporter despite previous murders. The changes could be for safety purposes to 

protect not only individual journalist, but their colleagues and families as well. Again, 

certain Mexican media organizations have refrained from using bylines in violent stories 
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in accordance with the Agreement for the Informative Coverage of Violence against Or-

ganized Crime (Medel, 2011).  
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CHAPTER VIII 

DISCUSSION 

 While the violence has had fatal consequences for many citizens of Mexico, the 

sheer coverage of crime — be it related to public safety or political corruption — has led 

to an increase in murders of local journalists as they work to hold criminals accountable 

for their actions and keep the Mexican public informed. Journalists are necessary as the 

provide information about matters of public interest that is broadly considered a corner-

stone of democracy, and access to news is every citizen’s inalienable right. In practice, 

however, information is not always readily available to members of the public due to a 

lack of transparency. Practicing journalists in the U.S. also face challenges when access-

ing information on a daily basis. In their efforts to inform the public, journalists some-

times risk life and limb not knowing the underlying obstacles they may face. For those in 

Mexico, and other parts of the world, those obstacles are not just underlying, but rather a 

daily reality, too often an in-your-face, gut-wrenching blow involving the loss of a col-

league or a loved one, sometimes both.  

 As of the first half of 2019, the World Press Freedom Index produced by Report-

ers Without Borders ranked Mexico 144th out of 180 countries. Not only is this ranking 

alarming, but it is critical to understand that on the same index, the U.S. is ranked 48th, 

Afghanistan is 121st, and Colombia is 129th. As noted above, Mexico is ranked just five 

spots above Russia, which sits at 149th place in the press freedom index (RWB, 2019). 

Again, these problems are not exclusive to Mexico as the U.S. has moved down three 

spots in about a year.   
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 The Committee to Protect Journalists (2019) website shows that worldwide, 88 

people working in media were killed in 2018 across both the motive-confirmed and un-

confirmed categories. In Mexico, 11 media professionals were murdered in both 2017 

and 2016 (Article 19, 2018) each. Among these was Candido “El Pabuche” Ríos 

Vázquez. Ríos, introduced earlier in this study, who was from Hueyapan de Ocampo, 

Veracruz, and was an independent journalist who contributed to the Diario Acuyacan and 

published regularly on his Facebook page, including a video in which he calls out the in-

justice occurring in his community. In his final Spanish-language video, Ríos is heard 

saying, “(A)s a journalist his weapons do not fire off rounds or bullets, they fire off 

truths. Truths used to open the eyes of the local people who would prefer living in silence 

and on their knees, rather than standing, fighting, talking.” His death highlights this prob-

lem that not only affects Mexico but many parts of the world. Although he wasn’t a man 

of wealth, nor did he have a formal education, Ríos’s passion was for serving as the voice 

for the voiceless embodying the original watchdog personification that comes with the 

spirit of journalism. Instead of reporting the news, he tragically became the front-page 

image of his former publication.He is not the only journalist who has been murdered for 

unveiling the truth.  

 In the early stages of this study, the idea for this study came after I began follow-

ing cartel coverage. Expecting to find public safety coverage – la nota roja – the nation’s 

form of uncensored crime coverage – to be leading in frequency among articles published 

by murdered journalists, I instead found the main topic to be government and politics. 

Again, this trend in journalists’ murders appears to be global and not limited to Mexico. 

According to the CPJ database, worldwide numbers from 1992 to June 2019 show that of 
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the 861 murdered journalists (in cases when the motive is confirmed), more than half – 

442 – covered politics.  

 Using hand calculations, prior to my statistical coursework, I found that most of 

the violence occurs in the Veracruz region. Based on my analysis, 30.8% of the articles 

from murdered journalists were from the Gulf/Southern region of Mexico, which includes 

Veracruz – a state that saw 2,688 homicides during 2017 (Secretaría de Gobernación, 

2019). Kjelstad (2018) writes about the violence in Veracruz as the elections brought in 

Governor Miguel Ángel Yunes fresh on the heels of former governor Javier Duarte’s 

conviction on charges of corruption and ties with organized crime.  

Consistent with these findings, Study 2 showed 48% of articles from murdered 

journalists were also from this area. Study 1 indicated the majority of the final content 

from murdered journalists consisted of opinion/editorial articles from journalists such as 

El Pabuche or Carlos Dominguez; both men were from the Gulf/South region of Mexico 

and were not afraid to call out the political corruption. In Study 2, the majority of articles 

from slain journalists – 54.9% – included government/political coverage as the main is-

sue; of those articles, 36.5% were opinion/editorial pieces. The preliminary findings also 

show a trend of self-censorship by journalists working for independent publications that 

do not receive any form of government subsidies, often eliminating bylines and photo 

credits. We may deduce that because they do not receive government funding, these jour-

nalists have to be extra cautious about how they report on certain issues. 

Funding may influence content especially in the case of chayote or embute—

terms meaning payouts for editors and journalists, which help supplement their low 

wages in a suffering economy (Ramírez, 2012). As Mexican journalism’s evolution dif-

fers from that of journalism in Western countries, Ramírez, (2012) wrote, “…throughout 
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most of its history Mexican press remained consistently instrumentalized either by con-

testing political factions, or later by the single-party authoritarian system…” (pp. 26-27).   

 As this work progressed, I expected that national publications and broadcast com-

panies remained protected through the Kevlar of governmental advertising dollars. This 

was validated by the findings in Study 2, particularly in addressing RQ2e, which found 

that 84.4% of dehumanizing language came from independent publications, while 0% 

came from government-subsidized publications. While one can believe it is because gov-

ernment-subsidized publications have more eyes watching, therefore, an act of retaliation 

is less likely, the truth may actually be that because more eyes are upon journalists, they 

are less likely to report something that may be unfavorable to their financial backing. Ac-

cording to the Media Ownership Monitoring project, Mexico’s two dominant TV net-

works, Televisa and TV Azteca have such strong political ties some TV executives have 

actually held government positions. Out of the 42 media outlets monitored by RWB, 38 

showed a significant portion of their revenue deriving from government advertising 

(RWB, 2019).  

In addition to these findings, Enrique Peña Nieto’s presidency (2012–2018) has 

been the deadliest period for journalists. The advocacy group Article 19 shows that dur-

ing his time in office MXN $22,719,889,905.07 in government funds went toward fund-

ing 20 media organizations that included Televisa, and the newspapers El Universal, 

Milenio, La Jornada, and Excélsior. This information was used to support my decision to 

consolidate the original “Outlet” categories into the “government-subsidized publica-

tions”, “independent publications” and “social media” categories to allow me to continue 

with the analysis. Furthermore, the Article 19 report states that attacks have also spread to 

social media as journalists are using it as a forum for freedom of expression. Although 
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journalists may feel that they may find some protection through cyberspace, the Article 

19 document reminds us that “La violencia es real26” (p. 120). 

  

                                                
26 The violence is real. 
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CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSION 

 In closing, it is critical to understand Mexico’s history of freedom of the press and 

freedom of information. It is also important to evaluate the development of the current 

political climate and criminality. The findings of this study are critical due to the fact the 

majority of murdered journalists’ articles came from social media and independent publi-

cations; therefore, these findings emphasize the fact that government-subsidized publica-

tions are less likely to use dehumanizing language. Articles that contained no attribution 

when speaking of corruption or crime were predominately written by the murdered jour-

nalists which stems from the majority of the articles from the murdered containing edito-

rial/opinionated pieces on government/political actors as seen in previous research ques-

tions. As violence stemming from those in government seems to be targeting local and 

state publications, some journalists are choosing to stand their ground as they continue to 

report on issues pertinent to citizens. As stated by Kjelstad (2018) and Bonner (2010, 

2012), the dangers are coming from criminal organizations infiltrating local government 

and influencing votes through money and/or violence. Also, in areas that are safe for 

journalists due to little to no physical attacks on the press, Holland and Rios (2017) state 

criminal organizations may refrain from lashing out in order to not draw attention to their 

operations. The threat is also reflected in an article in the analyzed sample titled, “Infiltra 

el narco gobiernos Municipales en Chihuahua,” translated, “Narcotraffickers infiltrate the 

Chihuahuan municipal governments.” This article, written by Miroslava Breach 

Velducea, ran in La Jornada on February 20, 2017, and told of at least 10 public officials 

in the state of Chihuahua who were linked to narcotrafficking and cartels. A month later, 
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Breach was gunned down in front of her child as she left her home to begin her workday; 

her child was physically unharmed (CPJ, 2018). 

 Although this study has taken an initial step, additional research should evaluate 

more published material from slain journalists in order to reach a more solid conclusion. 

While the findings reported here are statistically significant, a key question that remains 

is: Who are the main actors behind the violent attacks? An in-depth look at named politi-

cal parties or specific politicians may offer up some answers. Unfortunately, at the time 

of this study was completed, academic work on this emergent topic was highly limited. 

Another aspect to follow up on is the public sphere concept. With neoliberal re-

form in Mexico accelerating in the 1990s, media have become privatized, opening up for 

what McChesney (2010) characterizes as “a depoliticized citizenry marked by apathy and 

cynicism” (p. 208). The 2018 election of Andrés Manuel López Obrador, AMLO, seemed 

to reflect a country’s restlessness as the citizens of Mexico sought change for the country, 

grasping for leadership different from that of then-exiting president Enrique Peña Nieto. 

Since AMLO has taken office, seven journalists have been killed (Phillips, 2019). With 

restlessness growing toward the government, independent journalists such as Candido 

Ríos were becoming vocal in their own forums and being murdered for their actions. A 

study focusing on these murders and the effects on the public sphere would advance this 

work.  

One cannot dispute that journalists everywhere, especially in Mexico, are in dire 

need of help. Through this research, the goal is to not only raise awareness about this crit-

ical issue, but to encourage dedication of additional information, training, and resources 

in an effort to educate and assist the affected journalists’ publications. If specific connec-

tions can be discovered between framing and violence in the final reportings of these 
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victims, it can be possible to train journalists to safely frame stories while still providing 

adequate coverage and promoting precautionary steps while in the field, as well as during 

the writing, photographing, and editorial and publication processes. The report can also 

be distributed to the aforementioned NGOs to help provide the training and possible 

funding toward legal and security needs.  

 Although I consider this an introductory study based on the articles of 11 mur-

dered journalists, my belief is that the information provided in a more in-depth study 

could yield life-saving results as too many innocent, well-intentioned people have lost 

their lives while cartels and their affiliates continue to gain power and add to their cof-

fers. The contributions of this study are to further highlight what is known around the 

world, violence towards journalists comes from more powerful individuals often affili-

ated with criminal organizations.  

 Recent efforts toward improving the status quo of Mexican media were high-

lighted in Article 19’s 2017 annual report. The organization filed paperwork through the 

Mexican Supreme Court as the lack of regulation in advertising could have negative im-

plications on freedom of expression and information (Article 19, 2018). The document 

shows that Enrique Peña Nieto’s administration made financial contributions to media 

corporations, who in turn were less critical of government and political actions, control-

ling what the everyday media consumption. This brief review of Mexican journalism his-

tory demonstrated that it is part of a longer trend, but the severity of recent criminal acts 

in direct violation of the country’s constitution scream for attention. Only time can tell 

whether the movement will spark change or whether the spotlight on the nation’s corrup-

tion will thwart interest in the recent violent attacks on journalists and citizens alike. With 

citizens growing increasingly frustrated with their local and national government, 



Texas Tech University, Lucinda Holt, August 2019 

 90 

furthering feelings of distrust, democracy in Mexico is slowly dying one dead journalist 

at a time.  
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APPENDIX A 

CODEBOOK 

Basic Information/Información 

A. ID#:  Enter ID # for each individual piece of content. – Indica el ID# para cada 

pieza individual de contenido. 

B. Date: Enter the publication/air date for each individual article in yyyy/mm/dd. – 

Indica la fecha de publicación para cada artículo individual en aaaa/mm/dd. 

C. Title: Enter full title of article/story/blog/social media post. – Ingrese el título 

completo del artículo/historia /blog/publicación en redes sociales 

D. Outlet: Which media did the story appear in? – En qué medios apareció la histo-

ria? 

1. Ríodoce 

2. El Sillón 

3. La Jornada 

4. Canal 6TV 

5. El Universal 

6. Vox Pópuli San Luis  

7. Metrópoli San Luis 

8. Excélsior 

9. Milenio 

10. Colectivo Pericú 

11. Mundo Veracruzano 

12. Horizonte De Matamoros 
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13. Las Noticias al Instante - Facebook 

14. Enlace Informativo Regional - Facebook 

15. Professional Profile - Facebook 

16. Professional Profile - Twitter 

17. Other – Otro 

 

E. Other Outlet?  

* Please indicate where the article was retrieved from - e.g. aggregator sites – In-

dica de dónde viene el artículo  

 

Topics/Themes/Temas 

F. Main Topic: 

1. Journalist(s) Assassination - Periodista(s) Asesina(do), (dos), (da), (das) 

2. Assault – Asalt(ó), (n) (ar,) (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas 

*May include the following words:  

• Assault/Attack – Ata(que), (quen), (ques), (có), (caron), (cado), 

(cados), (cada), (cadas) -  Assault/Attack  

• Shooting – Bala(cear), (cearon), (ceaban), (cera), (zo), (zos)  

• Shooting – Dispar(ó), (á), (an), (aron), (aban), (aba), (ado), (ados), 

(ada), (adas), (azo), (azos)  

• Shooting – Tiro(teo), (tear), (tearon), (teado), (teados), (teada), 

(teadas), (tazo), (tazos)  

• Stabbing – Navaj(ar), (aron), (ada), (adas), (azo), (azos) 
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• Stabbing – (A)puñal(ó), (a), (ar), (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas) 

• Stabbing – (A)cuchill(ó), (a), (ar), (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas), 

(zo), (zos)  

• Beating – Golpe(ó), (a), (ar), (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas), 

(azo), (azos)  

• Run Over – Atropell(ó), (a), (ar), (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas) 

3. Cartel Assaults – Cartel/Narcotraficante Asalta(ron), (n), (ban)  

4. Narcotic Trafficking – Narcotrafico(s)/Narco(s)/ Narcotraficante(s)  

5. Murder – Asesin(ó), (a), (ar), (aron), (ato), (atos), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas) 

*May include the following words:  

• Mat(ó), (a), (an), (ar), (aron), (ado), (ados), (ada), (adas)  

• Mu(ere), (rió), (eren), (rieron), (rir)  

• Fallec(e), (ió), (en), (ieron), (er) 

• Ultima(r), (n), (ron) 

• Ejecutado 

6. Political Unrest – Inestabilidad Política, Gobierno (Government)/Político 

(Politician)/Partido (Party) Corrupto (Corrupt), Corrupción (Corruption), 

Impunidad (Impunity)  (Political Unrest), Acusados/Acusan (Accused), Ame-

nazan (Threaten). 

7.  Weapon Seizure – Asegura Armas, Incautaron  

8. Narcotics Seizure – Asegura Drogas  

9. Kidnapped – Secuestro, Desaparecido (Missing) 
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10. Public Safety – Seguridad Pública (Public Safety) – This type of coverage in-

cludes all things involving emergency response.  

Diferentes tipos de crímenes, Delitos (Different types of crime), Polícía (Po-

lice), Bomberos (Firefighters), Cruz Roja (Red Cross), Ambulancia (Ambu-

lance), Sicario (Hitman), Robos (Robbery, Theft), Diferentes tipos de ataques 

(Different types of attacks), Secuestro (Kidnapping), Privado de su/la libertad 

(Held against a person’s will), Choque (crash), Atropellar (run over), Explo-

sión (Explosion), Incendio (Fire), Incendio Doloso (Arson).  

11. Opinion/Editorial – Opinion/Comentario – Artículos que tienen comentario o 

la opinión del periodista (Articles will contain editorialization and/or the 

journalist’s opinions) 

12. Business/Commerce – Negocios/Comercio – (Re)Construcción (Construc-

tion), Urbanización (Urbanization), Cuidad (City), Estado (State), Distrito 

(District) *Artículos pueden incluir iniciativas educativas (Articles may in-

clude educational initiatives) 

13. Government – Gobierno – Elección (Election), Político (Politician), Candi-

dato (Candidate), Entrevistas (Interviews). *Artículos centrados en las inicia-

tivas gubernamentales y políticas (Articles focusing on government and polit-

ical initiatives) 

14. Other – Otro  

G. Secondary/Other Issue? 

*Please indicate secondary issue or any other issue not listed in noted themes 

– Indique el problema secundario o cualquier otro problema que no esté in-

cluído en los temas.  
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H.  Which of these following issues are mentioned in the article – Cuáles de los 

siguientes problemas se mencionan en el artículo? 

*Enter “0” if not mentioned and “1” if mentioned – Marca la tema con un “0” si 

no se menciona y “1” si se menciona. 

 

1. Journalist Assassinations – Periodista(s) Asesina(do)  

2. Assaults – Asalt(ó) 

3. Cartel Assaults – Cartel/Narcotraficante Asalta(ron)  

4. Narcotic Trafficking – Narcotrafico(s)/Narco(s)/ Narcotraficante(s)  

5. Murder – Asesin(ó)  

6. Political Unrest – Inestabilidad Política  

7. Weapon Seizure – Asegura Armas  

8. Narcotic Seizure – Asegura Drogas 

9. Kidnapped – Secuestro 

10. Public Safety – Seguridad Pública 

11. Opinion/Editorial – Opinión/Comentario 

12. Business/Commerce *City/State/District – Negocios/Comercio  

13. Government – Gobierno 

14. Other – Otro  

 

I. Call to Action? 

* Is the article calling for action from the public? - e.g. crime tips, information 

seeking, votes – El artículo pide la acción del público? 

 



Texas Tech University, Lucinda Holt, August 2019 

 102 

1.  Yes - Sí 

2. No 

 

 

MentionedCartel/Organizations/Politicians/Individuals/PoliticalParties 

J. * Which of the following parties/organizations/cartels/individuals are mentioned 

in the article? - Cuáles de los siguientes partidos/organizaciones/cárteles/indi-

viduos se mencionan en el artículo? 

* If there are multiple individuals and/or groups/cartels mentioned, please code 

for the first mentioned – Si hay varios individuos/grupos/cárteles mencionados, 

codifíquelos usando el primero mencionado. 

 

1. Tijuana Arellano Félix Organization 

2. Sinaloa Cartel 

3. Juárez/Carrillo Fuentes Organization 

4. Gulf Cartel 

5. Los Zetas 

6. Beltrán Leyva Organization 

7. La Familia Michoacana 

8. Cártel Jalisco Nueva Generación 

9. Government Officials/Politicians – Gobierno/Políticos/Partidos 

10. Municipal/State Police – Policía 

11. Military – Militar/Soldado 

12. Other – Otro  
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999 No Cartel/Organizations/Individuals Mentioned 

 

 

K. Other cartel/groups mentioned? 

*“Other” may include specific names – “Other” puede incluir nombres específi-

cos.  

 

 

L. Which of these following groups/individuals/organizations are mentioned in the 

article? Enter “0” if not mentioned and “1 if mentioned. – *Cuáles de los siguien-

tes individuos/grupo/cárteles se mencionan en el artículo? Marca un “0” si no se 

menciona y “1” si se menciona. 

 

 

1. Tijuana Arellano Félix Organization 

2. Sinaloa Cartel 

3. Juárez/Carrillo Fuentes Organization 

4. Gulf Cartel 

5. Los Zetas 

6. Beltrán Leyva Organization 

7. La Familia Michoacana 

8. Cártel Jalisco Nueva Generación  

9. Government/ Politician – Gobierno/Políticos/Partidos 

10. Municipal/State Police – Policía  
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11. Military – Militar/Soldado 

12. Other – Otro  

 

M. Does the article mention the U.S.? – Se menciona a los Estados Unidos? 

1.  Yes - Sí 

2. No 

999 No Cartel/Organizations/Individuals Mentioned 

 

N. What region is the mentioned city in the article? If no region is mentioned, in 

what region is the journalist located? * Qué ciudad se menciona en el artículo? Si 

no se menciona una ciudad, en qué región se encuentra el periodista? 

 

1. Baja Peninsula - Baja California Norte, Baja California Sur 

2. Yucatan Peninsula - Yucatán, Quintana Roo, Campeche 

3. The Gulf/South - Tamaulipas, Veracruz, Tabasco 

4. Central Mexico - Aguascalientes, Guanajuato, Querétaro, San Luis Potosí, 

Zacatecas, Estado de México, Cuidad de México, Morelos, Hidalgo, Puebla, 

Tlaxcala 

5. The North - Coahuila, Durango, Nuevo Leon, Sinaloa, Sonora, Chihuahua 

6. Pacific Coast - Nayarit, Jalisco, Colima, Michoacan, Guerrero, Oaxaca, Chiapas 

7. Entire Nation – Mexico 

8. Other – Otro 

999 No Mention of City or Region 
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O. Other city/region mentioned? – Otra ciudad / región mencionada? 

 

P. If murder/assault was committed, was it done so in a public setting? – Si se co-

metió asesinato/asalto, se hizo en un entorno público? 

 

1.  Yes - Sí 

2. No 

999 No Murder, Assault, or Location was Mentioned  

 

Q. If murder/assault was committed, what type of manner was used? – Si se cometió 

el asesinato/asalto, cómo se realizó? 

*Manner/method were selected based on the categories listed in the national sta-

tistics. If “other,” please indicate how the person was killed or if remains were 

found if noted in the article – La forma y método fueron seleccionados basados 

en las categorías que figuran en las estadísticas nacionales. Si es “other/otro” 

indica de qué manera murió la persona. 

1. Firearm – Arma de Fuego 

2. Bladed Weapon – Arma Blanca  

3. Kidnapping – Secuestro 

4. Other - Otro 

5. No Mention of Weapon – Ninguna mención de arma 

999 No Murder/Assault was Committed – No se cometió ningún asesinato/asalto 

 

R. Other methods of murder/assault? – Otros métodos de asesinato/asalto 
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S. Does the article imply responsibility for criminal activity and/or corruption (i.e. 

blame placement)? – Implica el artículo responsabilidad por actividad criminal 

y/o corrupció  

 

1. Yes - Sí 

2. No 

999 No Criminal Activity or Corruption was Reported – No se reportó ninguna 

actividad criminal o corrupción 

 

T. If responsibility for criminal activity/corruption was implied, who was it directed 

toward? – Si la responsabilidad por actividad criminal/corrupción estaba im-

plícita, a quién estaba dirigida? 

 

1.  Suspect/Accused/Arrestee – Sospechoso / Acusado / Arrestado 

2.  Victim (Victim blaming) – Víctima 

999 No Criminal Activity or Corruption was Reported – No se reportó ninguna 

actividad criminal o corrupción 

 

U. How does the article frame cases involving corruption and/or criminal activity? – 

Cómo encuadra el artículo los casos de corrupción y/o actividad criminal? 

 

1. Rumors, hearsay – Rumores 

2. Factual (documents, legal culpability, credible witness statements) – Datos duros 
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999 No Criminal Activity or Corruption was Reported – No se reportó ninguna 

actividad criminal o corrupción   

 

V. Do the articles use dehumanizing language when referring to perpetrators or vic-

tims? – Los artículos usan lenguaje deshumanizante cuando se refieren a los per-

petradores o víctimas? 

* Based on the basic definition of the word “dehumanizing.” Human comparison 

to animal. (i.e. ran him down like a dog.) – Basado en la definición básica de la 

palabra "deshumanizante". Comparación humana con animal. (es decir, lo atro-

pelló como a un perro). 

 

1. Yes - Sí 

2. No 

999 No Criminal Activity or Corruption was Reported – No se reportó ninguna 

actividad criminal o corrupción 

 

W. Journalist Alive – Periodista Vivo 

 

1. Yes - Sí 

2. No 

999 No reporter was mentioned – No se mencionó a ningún reportero 

 

 

 


