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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

No one ever had quite the hold on the American public that 
Will Rogers did. . . , CP]eop1e still recall the shy grin, 
the easy manner, the total absence of sham, and above all, 
the way he had^of putting things that went to the wery heart 
of the matter.' 

^ Without any formal literary training, Rogers wrote humorous arti-

cles for publication for sixteen uninterrupted years, and the public 

showed no signs of tiring of his cowboy philosophy. Few humorists 

in American literature produced the quantity of published work that 

Will Rogers did; in fact, Mark Twain is the only other humorist to 

exceed Rogers in amount of work produced, and not all of Twain's work 

is in the field of humor.^ During his lifetime, Rogers published six 

books,^ about three thousand "Daily Telegrams" or roughly one-half 

million words, forty thousand words covering the Presidential Nominat-

ing Conventions from 1920 to 1932, nearly seven hundred weekly articles 

or eight hundred thousand words, and more than five hundred short 

articles entitled "The Worst Story I've Heard Today."'^ "His collected 

works run over two miHion words. Even removing the inevitable repe-

titions, he was, from 1923-1935, one of the more prolific writers of 

his time."^ 

Will Rogers is ranked by critics among the most eminent of the 

crackerbox philosophers: Jack Downing, Artemus Ward, Petroleum V. 

Nasby, Mark Twain, Josh Billings, and Martin Dooley.^ All the literary 

comedians, particulãrly Artemus Ward and Mark Twain, shared a common 

background of tramp printing, itinerant journalism, and stage 
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experience.^ Wi l l Rogers, having spent ten years developing his s ty le 

on vaudevi l le stages, shared only the stage experience with the ear l ie r 

l i t e r a r y comedians. Because of his success in vaudevi l le and the 

Ziegfeld Fo l l i es , Rogers enjoyed widespread success in his wr i t ing 

endeavors a lso. Rogers also d i f fe red from the other l i t e r a r y comedians 

in that his own personal i ty and his stage personali ty were the same. 

Artemus Ward/Charles Farrar Browne bore no physical or background resem-

blances. As his fame grew, Mark Twain dropped on stage much of his 

homespun, folksy qua l i ty which had been apparent in his writ ing.® 

Wil l Rogers stayed the same on stage and in his w r i t i ng . He was never 

embarrassed by his country background, and he wrote of i t , " I have 

been eating pret ty regular and the reason I have i s , I have stayed 

an old ccuntry boy."^ The American puolic seemed to love him because 

he was jus t natura l ly Wi l l Rogers. 

Very few authors have the autonomy over the i r work that Wi l l 

Rogers had. Early in his public career, Rogers displayed his own 

author i ty over his work. As cne of Flo Ziegfeld's s tars , Rogers was 

never censored or hampered in any way by Ziegfeld.^° The McNaught 

Syndicate for which Rogers wrote usually edited the copy of i t s w r i t e rs , 

but Rogers' editors agreed to leave his copy as he sent i t i n . ^^ 

Rogers once sa id , "That's the way I wr i te i t , and tha t 's the way I 

want i t to lay . "^^ On another occasion, one of the more grammatically 

conventional editors at McNaught asked Rogers to stop using "a i n t , " 

and according to Wil l Rogers, J r . , his father repl ied that he knew 

people who "never said a in t that a in t ea t in ' . " ' ^ -



Will Rogers enjoyed a popularity matched only by that of Mark 

Twain.^^ Will Rogers, Jr., said that the most important factcr in 

making nis father's brand of humor successful was reality. Will Rogers 

wrote about the news of the day in a way which made it relevant to the 

•'regular Bird" as he called middl e-America. Another factor in Rogers 

success was his own personality. H-îs easygoing nature emerged easily 

in his writing. Often when he had no news, he would write about his 

own activities. His reading public seemed to be equally interested 

in both.^^ 

It would not be accurate to 3ay all of Rogers' .v^iting v̂ as good. 

Some of his work was good, some bad, and some indifferent. Rogers 

realized this fact, but he also realized that the constant pressure 

of daily and weekly deadlines was the largest contributing factor to 

the variance in quality.-^" Will Rogers did something that was, and 

still is, almost unprecedented: he wrote all of his own material. 

This feat was almost miraculous considering the fact that during his 

writing career he was, at various times, a member of the Fol1ies, or 

an after-dinner speaker, or a radio speaker, or a movie star, or any 

combination of the preceding.-^^ 

After Rogers' death, several well-known humorists tried unsuc-

cessfully to write columns similar to his, but there was a unique 

reason for Rogers' column being so popular. 

He, Will Rogers, was the coiumn. People might quote a 
topical joke, but it was Will Rogers, his active life, his 
constant travels, his meetings and his humorous descriptions 
of them, that carried the daily continuity^and, in their own 
time, made these columns required reading."^ 



This thesis will study the mechanics of Rogers' humor using a 

set of criteria from A Handbook to Literature by C. Hugh Holman. Due 

to the sheer volume of Rogers' work, it is necessary to limit this 

study. The arbitrary limit set on the study is that only an analysis 

of his writings about Texas will be covered. 

In addition to the grammatical problem mentioned earlier in foot-

note number eleven, another major problem with this thesis arose from 

the condition of Rogers' manuscripts. This thesis came in the middle 

of an extensive publishing project in which Oklahoma State University 

is publishing scholarly editions of all Rogers' writings. Unfortun-

ately much material in this thesis was original manuscript material 

still in unpublished form found in the Will Rogers Memorial Library 

Collection at Claremore, Oklahoma. The state of the papers made foot-

noting the material extremely difficult because of the necessity to 

differentiate between the published materials and the unpublished 

materials. At the writing of this thesis one volume of daily tele-

grams had been published in edited form. The majority of Rogers' daily 

and weekly pieces were in complete form in typed, unpublished volumes 

at the Memorial. Rogers scholars had accumulated all the articles 

in what is thought to be Rogers' original form since no single news-

paper had printed all the articles in the original form. Another 

problem of footnoting came with the use of Rogers' original notes 

which are stored at the Memorial in boxes. With the footnote informa-

tion given, a scholar could locate the material in the Memorial Library 

which is the only place it can be found at present. 



Chapter Preview 

Chapter II will provide pertinent biographical information relating 

what special interest Rogers had in Texas and how his writing career 

evolved. 

Chapter III will provide the criteria on which this thesis is 

based. 

Chapter IV will be the major part of the study in which the 

criteria will be applied to Rogers' writings about Texas. 

Chapter V will summarize the study and offer recommendations for 

further study. 

An appendix wi11 be included which contains a Readers Theatre 

script compiled from Rogers' writings and Betty Rogers' book on her 

husband. 
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American Humor (Chicago: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1968) , pp. 197-
199-

^ Bier, p. 97. 

^ Alworth, pp. 117-121. 

^ Ketchum, p. 7. 

^^ Betty Blake Rogers, Will Rogers: His Wife's Story (Indian-
apolis: The Bobbs-Merril1 Company, 1941), pp. 140-141. 

^̂  Because of the ungrammatical nature of Will Rogers' writings, 
it would become cumbersome to use [sic] after each grammatical error; 
therefore, in quoting Rogers, [sic] will be omitted and all the errors 
in writing will be Rogers' own. 

^̂  Will Rogers, Will Rogers' Daily Telegrams, Volume 1, The 
Coolidqe Years: 1926-1929, ed. James M. Smal wood (Stillwater, Okla-
homa: Oklahoma State University Press, 1978), p. xiv. 

^̂  Will Rogers, The Illiterate Digest, ed. James A. Stout, Jr. 
(Stillwater, Oklahoma: Oklahoma State University Press, 1974), p. xix 

^' Alworth, p. 118. 

^̂  Will Rogers, Jr., Pref., Ether and Me, by Will Rogers, p. xx. 



^̂  James M. Smallwood, Introd., Will Rogers' Daily Telegrams, 
Volume 1, by Will Rogers, p. xiv. 

"̂  Will Rogers, Jr., Pref., Will Roqers' Daily Teleqrams, 
Volume 1, by Will Rogers, p. xvii. 

^̂  Will Rogers, Jr., Pref., Ether and Me, by Will Rogers, p- xx. 

^̂  Will Rogers, Jr., Pref., Will Roqers' Daily Telegrams, 
Volumel, by Will Rogers, p. xvii. 



CHAPTER I I 

BIOGRAPHY 

In s tudying any f i g u r e from the past , i t is always he lp fu l to 

have at l eas t a b r i e f b iographical sketch. A good, concise view of 

Wi l l Rogers' l i f e is presented in the scho la r l y ed i t i on of Ether and 

Me, or "Just Re1ax", edi ted by Joseph A. Stout , J r . 

1879, November 4 Born at the Rogers Ranch, near Claremore, 
Indian T e r r i t o r y [ s i c ] . 

1887-1898 Academic T ra i n i ng : Drumgoole School, near Chelsea, 
Presbyter ian Mission School , Tahlequah; Harre l l I n s t i t u t e , 
Muskogee; W i i l i e Halse l l Col lege, V in i t a (1892-1896), a l l 
i n the Indian T e r r i t o r y ; S c a r r i t t Co l leg ia te I n s t i t u t e , 
Neosho, M issou r i ; Kemper M i l i t a r y School, Boonv i l l e , Missouri 

1898-1902 Ranching A c t i v i t i e s : A f te r leaving Kemper, Rogers 
worked on Ewing Ranch, Higg ins, Texas, and l a te r managed 
Rogers ranch in Indian T e r r i t o r y . 

1902-1903 Wi l l Rogers began his show career in South A f r i ca w i th 
Texas Jack's Wild West Show as "The Cherokee K i d , " and tcured 
Aus t ra l i a and New Zealand in Wirth Brothers Circus. 

1904-1915 Rogers returned to the United States in 1904 and was 
w i th the Mulhal l Wild West Show at the St . Louis World's 
Fa i r , and in Madison Square Garden, New York, in 1905. 
From 1905-1915 he appeared on the vaudev i l l s c i r c j i t in the 
United S fa tes , Canada, and three times in Europe. 

1908, November 25 Rogers married Betty Blake of Rogers, Arkansas. 

1912-1926 Rogers played many ro les on stage and screen, i nc l ud -
ing Z ieg fe l d ' s Midniqht F r o l i c ; Z iegfe ld FoHies (1916-1925); 
f i r s t motion p i c t u r e , Laughing B i l l Hyde (1918); and l a t e r 
made motion p ic tu res for Goldwyn (1919-1921), and Roach 
(1923-1924). 

1916-1925 Early ser ies of w r i t i n g s : Rogers began his newspaper 
e f f o r t s ; The Cowboy Philosopher on the Peace Conference 
(1919); The Cowboy Philosopher on P roh ib i t i on (1519); syn-
d icated Convention A r t i c l e s (1920-1932); syndicated Weekiy 
A r t i c l e s (1920-1935); The I l l i t e r a t a lgest (1924); and 
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syndicated "The Worst Story I ' ve Heard Today" 
(1925-1927). 

1919 The fami ly moved to C a l i f o r n i a , where Rogers had signed 
f i l m cont rac ts w i th Goldwyn. 

1922-1935 During these years Wi l l Rogers spoke on radio ( i n d u d -
ing sponsored broadcasts, 1930-1935); and t rave led w ide ly , 
appearing a t banquets, and on lec tu re tours (1925-1928). 

1926-1935 Rogers wrote many of his magazine a r t i c l e s dur ing t h i s 
per iod fo r the Saturday Evening Post (1926-1932); L i f e (1928); 
and American Magazine (1929-1930). 

1926-1935 Later ser ies of w r i t i n g s : Let ters of a Self-Made 
Diplomat to His President (1926); syndicated Dai ly Telegrams 
(1926-1935); There's Not~a Bathinq Sui t in Russia and Other 
Bare Facts (1927); Ether and Me, or "Just Relax" (1929). 

1926 S i g n i f i c a n t events dur ing t h i s period were Rogers' European 
tour w i th h is fami ly dur ing which he played in the Cochran 
Revue, London. While abroad he made motion p ic tures i nc l ud -
ing Tip-Toes and a ser ies S t r o H i n q Through Europe With 
W i l l Rogers. F i n a l l y he performed at benef i ts for I r i s h 
theater v i c t i m s , and upon re tu rn ing home, played benef i ts 
f o r F lor ida hurr icane s u f f e r e r s . Because of his con t r i bu -
t i ons to and i n t e r e s t in the people of t h i s count ry , 
Ca l i f o rn ians in Beverly H i l l s designated him honorary mayor. 

1927-1935 Later motion p i c tu re and stage r o l e s : Rogers made his 
l a s t s i l e n t f i l m , A Texas Steer (1927); appeared in a musical 
comedy Three Cheers (1928-1929); his f i r s t t a l k i n g f i l m , 
They Had to See Paris (1929); and the stage play Ah Wiiderness 
(1934). 

1927 S i g n i f i c a n t events in 1927: Rogers spoke at benef i t per-
formances fo r v ic t ims of Miss iss ipp i River f l o o d ; suf fered 
ser ious i l l n e s s and surgery; was designated "Congressman-
at -Large fo r the United States of America," by the National 
Press Club, Washington; and v i s i t e d Mexico at the i n v i t a t i o n 
of Ambassador Dwight W. Morrow. 

1928 S i g n i f i c a n t events in 1928: Rogers v i s i t e d the Pan-American 
Conference, Havana, and ta lked of his mock candidacy for 
President on the Anti-Bunk Party t i c k e t . 

1930-1935 Later i n t e r n a t i o n a l v i s i t s : Rogers attended the London 
Disarmament Conference (1930); v i s i t e d Nicaragua (1931); in 
East Asia (1931-1932); La t in America (1932); and went cn a 
round- the-wor ld tour (1934). 
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1935, August 15 Rogers died w i th Wiley Post i n an a i rp lane crash 
near Point Barrow, Alaska.^ 

Since t h i s study is l i m i t e d to Rogers' w r i t i ngs about Texas, i t can 

be assumed tha t Texas held some special place in his hear t . Rogers' 

f a s c i n a t i o n f o r Texas began at the Kemper M i l i t a r y School where a boy 

named B i l l y Johnson from the Texas Panhandle t o l d Rogers s to r i es of the 

big c a t t l e o u t f i t s i n Texas.^ The lu re of Texas became too much fo r 

Rogers in the win ter o f 1898, and he ran away from Kemper to work on 

a ranch in H igg ins , Texas. From Higgins, the e ighteen-year-o ld Rogers 

went to Amar i l lo to begin work on the t r a i l d r i ves . ^ At l a s t W i H ' s 

dream of being a cowboy had come t r u e . He owned his own horse, saddle, 

and bedro l l . The work, r i d i n g , rounding up, roping and branding calves 

seven days a week, was hard work fo r a boy Rogers' age. Rogers stayed 

even through Texas' hot months o f June, Ju l y , and August, and he seemed 

to love i t . ' * 

Now, i t seemed, Wi l l Rogers had a special f ee l i ng for Texas and 

the ways of ranching the re . From Texas, Rogers returned home and t r i e d 

to s e t t l e down to ranching on his f a t h e r ' s land, but Rogers found ranch-

ing on what was l e f t of his f a t h e r ' s ranch very tame compared to his 

days in Texas. There he had r idden fo r miles wi thout seeing a fence, 

had worked thousands o f head of c a t t l e , and had 1ived for days at a 

t ime on the open range.^ 

In l a t e r years , Rogers' memories drew him back to Texas, and 

Bet ty Rogers says, "W i l l could seldom r e s i s t an oppor tun i ty to get 

back in the c a t t l e coun t ry . "^ Rogers himsel f describes one of his 

r e t u r n t r i p s to Texas: 
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I f lew a l1 n ight j u s t to get over to the "Mashed 0' o u t f i t 
to the c a l f branding at Ewing H a l s e l l ' s , an o ld boyhood f r i e n d . 
My youngest kid Jimmie and my nephew Jim Blake were there 
learn ing to be cowboys. I got to AmariHo at 4 o 'c lock in the 
morning. I t ' s about 100 mi les from there to tne ranch, down 
at a town named Muleshoe. Well I got in a tax i and l i t ou t . 
I d i d n ' t know the road, but I d id know the d i r e c t i o n . We were 
d r i v i n g over a country.where 36 years before, as a boy 18 years 
o l d , I had helped to d r i ve a bunch of c a t t l e to Western Kansas. 
That was the p r e t t i e s t country I ever saw in my l i f e , f l a t 
as a beauty contest winners stomach, and p r a i r i e lakes 
scat tered a l l over i t . And mirages! You could see anything 
in the wor1d- - jus t ahead of you. I eat out of a chuck wagon 
and s l ep t on the ground a11 tha t spr ing and summer of '98 
and my pay was $30 a month. Well here I was 36 years l a te r 
d r i v i n g out to a ranch,^ to eat a t another 'Chuck Wagon,' 
and do a l i t t l e r op i ng . ^ 

Rogers had j u s t f i n i shed a ser ies of radio ta l ks and a movie. The 

ranch cowboys were t o l d he was coming for a vacat ion . He got a good 

cow pony and worked as hard as anyone. He was hot and t i r e d , but he 

kept on. One old cowboy remarked that he thought t h i s was sure an odd 

idea o f a vaca t i on . ^ 

"W i l l Rogers v i s i t e d Texas many, many t imes, and of course he 

always wrote about i t when he d i d . " ^ 

I t i s extremely d i f f i c u l t to d ivorce Rogers' ora l humor from his 

l i t e r a r y humor. To get to the evolvement of his l i t e r a r y humor, i t 

is a lso necessary to discuss his oral humor. Rogers, over a period 

of several years , developed s t ead i l y from a ser ious , s i l e n t roper in 

vaudev i l l e who was enraged by laughter to a monologist who could feel 

the temper of his audiences and ad jus t his act accord ing ly . The mono-

logue grew from an assortment of wisecracks t i ed together by a rope 

to the expression of a v iewpoin t . "Once the people had l i ked W i l l ' s 

r op ing ; now they 1 i ked Wi l l . "^*^ 
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The long Midnight Frolic engagement was an important period in 

his development. Here he developed his topical, ever-changing mono-

logue,^^^ and he picked up his famous introduction, "Well , all I know 

is what I read in the papers."'^ Because the Frolic was more of a 

night club than a theater, Rogers was able to develop the intimate, 

informal manner which was so much a part of his style.^^ 

Will's writings developed as his work on the stage 
had--it was just a question of finding some natural way 
of expressing himself, of presenting his particular slant 
on things unencumbered by any form or style.^'' 

Rogers' first published works were his letters from South America and 

Africa which appeared in the Claremore newspaper in 1902 and 1903. 

His next works were two small joke books: one on the peace conference 

ending World War I and one on Prohibition. These two books were col-

lections from his Follies routines and came out in 1919. Also in 1919, 

Rogers put together some of his political commentaries for an article 

which appeared in the Kansas City Star. In 1920, Rogers wrote on the 

two political conventions which he did not attend, but his articles 

were written as if he had been there. These early articles were little 

more than written material resembling his Follies routine, but they 

were the kind of material the McNaught Syndicate wanted. 

Rogers began in 1920 his syndicated "Weekly Articles."^^ 

As the column gradual1y evolved, it became less staccato 
and contained longer anecdotes and fewer punchy gags. 
Usually, Will's typewritten manuscripts ran to about a page 
and a half or two pages, single-spaced, and he realized, 
before long, that this length allowed him to be discursive 
so that he could ramble on with a story when he wanted to 
do so. Occasionally he would devote an entire article to 
a single person or theme, or he might use the column to 
advocate a cause he believed in deeply. Yet while the 
format changed over the years, the tone of voice and the 
personality behind it did not. The column remained a 
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gen t l y amusing, common-sense, down-to-earth approach to most 
of the important issues tha t confronted the people of the 
wor ld , and to the problems, la rge and sma l l , tha t bedeviled 
the American c i t i z e n . - ^ 

In 1925, a telegram sent from England to the New York Times 

e d i t o r launched Rogers' "Da i l y Telegrams." The Times pr in ted the t e i e -

gram, and s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , the McNaught Syndicate added these sho r t , 

d a i l y commentaries to t h e i r regular fea tu res . ^^ 

WiH always wrote h u r r i e d l y , and usua l l y , I'm a f r a i d , 
he wrote c a r e l e s s l y . With his d a i l y wires he would o f ten 
take considerable pa ins , fuss ing and worrying to get them 
r i g h t . But his weekly a r t i c l e s - - a n d some of them as a 
r e s u l t are yery bad indeed--he would rush through and get 
r i d of as qu ick l y as he could.^® 

The d a i l y a r t i c l e s were Rogers' f a v o r i t e l i t e r a r y medium, and he t r i e d 

in 1ater years to drop the weekly a r t i c l e s but was unsuccessful ." ' -

For a t ime , Rogers a lso d id short pieces fo r McNaught e n t i t l e d 

"The Worst Story I ' ve Heard Today." These a r t i c l e s were short jokes 

ascr ibed to Rogers' f r i ends or famous people. He never l i ked t h i s 

fea ture because i t s form was qu i te r i g i d and unnatural for him.^'^ 

Rogers' f i r s t lengthy pub l i ca t i on was the 111i terate Digest . 

I t seemed the book was wel1 received by the general publ ic and c r i t i c s 

a l i k e . A c r i t i c fo r The Nation commented on the book, 

His dro11 comments on men and events have become so popular 
tha t he f i nds himse1f--probab1y tc his surpr ise- -a nat ional 
f i g u r e . I t i s j u s t as wel l for Mr. Rogers tha t his caust ic 
observat ions are wrapped in humor. I f they were de l ivered 
w i thou t the funny tags , his audience would set the dogs on 
him. 

"The Weekly A r t i c l e s " and "Da i l y Telegrams," and I H i t e r a t e 

Diqest put Rogers in the nat ional view. He seemed to enjoy widespread 

p o p u l a r i t y , and there was a demand fo r his syndicated fea tu res . Rcgers 
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wrote sustained humor for publication for sixteen years; and at 
no time during that period was there any evidence that the pub-
lic was tiring of his jests.^^ 
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CHAPTER III 

CRITERIA AND TERMINOLOGY 

Will Rogers came to Texas often and wrote about it when he did. 

These visits were scattered throughout his career, and thus, the 

writings on Texas are scattered throughout his work. As has been 

pointed out, not a11 of Rogers' writings were equally good; as a 

corollary, not a11 of his writings on Texas are good either. The 

research for this study, however, provided ample material for analy-

sis. 

In looking at the scholarly work done on Rogers--see the biblio-

graphy for a complete 1isting--one finds the word humor in the titles 

of five of these studies. It seems to be an established fact that 

Rogers is a humorist/crackerbox philosopher/literary comedian. The 

scholarly works of Jesse Bier, Walter Blair, and other critics agree 

that Rogers has his own style and is set apart from other humorists. 

The problem which arises is the lack of a defined criterion which can 

be used to analyze Rogers' writings specifically. 

For this study, the criteria come from Holman's revision of 

A Handbook to Literature. The following criteria will be applied to 

Rogers' writings about Texas. Holman defines Wit and Humor together 

as broad, general terms. He then becomes more specific as he proceeds 

to Satire, often a concomitant of vnt_ and humor. Finally, in further 

pinpointing Rogers' humor, one must be aware of the jse of several 

rhetorical patterns and figures of speech. As a help to the reader, 

the terminology for this paper is defined as follows: 

16 
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Wit and Humor: . . .Humor is the American spelling of 
Humour, originally a physiological term which because of 
its psychological implications came to carry the meaning 
of "eccentric". . , . In Renaissance times, thcugh used 
in various senses, wit usually meant "wisdom" or "mental 
activity." An important critical use developed in the 
seventeenth century when the term meant "fancy," in the 
sense of inspiration, originality, or creative imagina-
tion. . . . Modern definitions of wit reflect both the 
original and the late eighteenth-century conceptions: 
"that quality of speech or writing which consists in the 
apt association of thought and expression, calculated to 
surprise and delight by its unexpectedness; later always 
with reference to the utterance of brilliant or sparkling 
things in an amusing way" (New English Dictionary). 

. . . [H]umor implies a sympathetic recognition of 
human values and deals with the foibles and incongruities 
of human nature, good-naturedly exhibited. . . .̂  

Satire: A literary manner which blends a critical atti-
tude with Humor and Wit to the end that human institutions 
or humanity may be improved. The true satirist is con-
scious of the frailty of institutions of man's devising 
and attempts through laughter not so much to tear them 
down as to inspire a remodeling. . . . Satire is funda-
mentally of two types, named for their most distinguished 
classical practitioners: Horatian satire is gentle, 
urbane, smiling; it aims to correct by gentle and broadly 
sympathetic laughter; Juvenalian satire is biting, bitter, 
angry; it points with contempt and moral indignation to 
the corruption and evil of men and institutions. . . .̂  

Amplification: A figure of speech in which bare expres-
sions, likely to be ignored or misunderstood by a hearer 
or reader because of their bluntness, are emphasized 
through restatement with additional detail. . . . 

Analogy: A comparison of two things alike in certain 
respects, particularly a method of exposition by which 
one unfamiliar object or idea is explained by^comparing 
it with more familiar objects or ideas. . . .'^ 

Anecdote: A short narrative detailing particulars of an 
interesting episode or event. In careful usage the term 
most frequently refers to a narrated incident in the life 
of an important person and should lay claim to an element 
of truth. . . .̂  

Antiphrasis: Irony, the satirical or humorous use of a 
word or phrase to convey an idea exactly opposite to its 
real significance. . . . 
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Apostrophe: A figure of speech in which someone (usually, 
but not always absent), some abstract quality, or a non-
existent personage is directly addressed as though 
present. . . .̂  

Burlesque: A form of comedy characterized by ridiculous 
exaggeration. This distortion is secured in a variety of 
ways: the sublime may be made absurd, honest emotions may 
be turned to sentimentality, a serious subject may be 
treated frivolously or a frivolous subject seriously. 
Perhaps the essential quality which makes for burlesque 
is the discrepancy between subject-matter and style. . . .' 

Contrast: A rhetorical device by which one element 
(idea or object) is thrown into opposition to another 
for the sake of emphasis or clearness. . . .̂  

Hyperbole: A figure of speech in which conscious 
exaggeration is used without the intent of literal 
persuasion. It may be used to heighten effect or it 
may be used to produce comic effect. . . .^° 

Irony: A broad term referring to the recognition of 
a reality different from the masking appearance. Verbal 
irony is a figure of speech in which actual intent is 
expressed in words which carry the opposite meaning. . 

Metaphor: An implied analogy which imaginatively 
identifies one object with another and ascribes to the 
first one or more of the qualities of the second or 
invests the first with emotional or imaginative 
qualities associated with the second. . , 

11 
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Parody: A composition burlesquing or imitating another, 
usually serious, piece of work, It is designed to ridi-
cule in nonsensical fasion, or to criticize by brilliant 
treatment, an original piece of work or its author. . . 

Pun: A play on words based on the similarity of, sound 
between two words with different meanings. . . .̂ '̂ 

Simile: A figure of speech in which a similarity 
between two objects is directly expressed. . . 15 

Solecism: A violation of grammatical structure or 
idiom in speech or writing. . . . Loosely any error 
in diction or grammar or propriety is called a 
solecism. . . .^^ 

Understatement: A form of irony in which something 
is intentionally represented as less than in fact it 
is.^^ 
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At one t ime, humor carr ied the impl icat ion of eccent r i c i t y . One 

of the contr ibut ing elements to Rogers' populari ty was his eccent r ic i ty . 

I t seems somewhat odd for an Oklahoma cowboy to drawl his way to popu-

l a r i t y among the most beauti ful g i r l s that Florenz Ziegfeld could 

assemble, but Wi l l Rogers did jus t tha t . At f i r s t the 1916 Fol l ies 

were lacking something. Ziegfeld had asked Rogers to appear in the 

Fol1ies, but Rogers had decl ined. After opening night , Ziegfeld asked 

again, and Rogers accepted, 

When Wil l went onstage that n ight , the audience broke into 
applause. Never had he gone over so we l l . , , , We waited 
for the morning papers, and a l l of them gave Will excellent 
not ices-- the best, most important he had ever received.*^ 

The above de f i n i t i on of humor goes on to observe that the mode 

involves "a sympathetic recognit ion of human values and deals with 

the fo ib les and incongruit ies of human nature, good-naturedly exhib-

i t e d . " As i f ant ic ipat ing th is d e f i n i t i o n , Rogers looked a f f i rmat ive ly 

at the American way of 1 i fe and commented gently on i t s many facets 

in his own in imi tab ie way. Rogers was probably so wel1 received because 

his commentaries were good-natured. Wi11 Durant, the famous philoso-

pher /h is tor ian , commented on Rogers' humor, 

There is Wil l Rogers, the most sensible man on the f l oo r , 
laughing at everybody, and yet seeing the human worth in 
a11. . . . ^ ' 

Another c r i t i c says that Will Rogers 

. . .poked fun at both the Republican and Democratic conven-
t i ons , but no dispatches from the conventions have been read 
with more in terest than those sent by Rogers. Few i f any 
correspondents have cut as deeply into the real facts as has 
Rogers. . . . His j ibes and j o l t s are taken as humor, but 
they have a way of staying with you. '^ 
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Many c r i t i c s discuss Rogers' quick w i t . Rogers could take a news 

story and re te l1 i t to produce laughter. This a b i l i t y made his rou-

t ines for the Fol l ies and Frol ic very popular. Wit implies i n t e l l i -

gence, and Rogers repeatedly sa id , "A11 I know is what I read in the 

papers," implying that he knew yery l i t t l e . I f th is had been t rue, 

Rogers' act would not have been successful. His mind's way of taking 

the news, put t ing i t in his own special homespun language, and putt ing 

his own special tw is t to the ending gave Rogers his w i t t y e f fec t . 

The scholars also discuss the broad term sat i re in re la t ion to 

Rogers' work. Rogers was quite adept at blending c r i t i c i sm with humor 

and w i t . Classical wr i ters divide sat i re into Horatian and Juvenalian 

s a t i r e , the former being genia l , the l a t t e r being b i t ing and trenchant. 

Rogers' work, by his own admission, f i t s into the category of Horatian 

s a t i r e . 

No, I don' t think I ever hurt any man's feelings by my l i t t l e 
gags. I know I never w i l l f u H y did i t . When I have to do 
that to make a l i v i n g I wi11 qu i t , I may not have always 
said jus t what they wanted me to say but they knew i t was 
meant in good nature.^^ 

Rogers' wr i t ings are marked by solecisms. He was aware of these 

problems, but he must have f e l t they were a part of his s ty le since 

he permitted no ed i t i ng . The punctuation solecisms are probably due 

to Rogers' poor typing s k i l l s . He often h i t wrong keys, had commas 

a l l over his w r i t i n g , and used capi ta l l e t te rs at random. He never 

bothered to retype anything.^^ Some of Rogers' common misspellings 

include: ' em for them, sho for sure, dident for d i d n ' t , couldent for 

cou ldn ' t , maby for maybe, durn for darn, kinder for kind of , sorta 

for s o r t o f , and many others. 
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Grammatical solecisms involve subject-verb disagreement, and 

incorrect modi f iers. The examples of Rogers' subject-verb agreement 

problems are numerous. Often in his telegrams, sentences simply have 

no subjects at a11. Fragmented sentences are abundant. In context, 

however, they make sense. Rogers also has problems making subjects 

and verbs agree in number. Another common problem Rogers has in his 

wr i t ings pertains to his use of modi f iers: awful good or real hard. 

These grammatical errors w i l l become clear in the samples of Rogers' 

w r i t i ng presented la te r for fur ther analysis, although they have 

probably been evident in the previous quotations, On these grammatical 

problems Rogers was questioned and, 

Someone suggested to him that he took to many l i be r t i es 
with the laws of syntax. 

"What's syntax?" asked Rogers. "Sounds l i ke bad news." 
" I mean you use bad grammar," repl ied his companion. 
"Shucks," declared Rogers. " I d idn ' t know they was 

buyin' grammar now. I'm jus t so dumb I had a notion i t was 
thoughts and ideas. I wr i te jus t l i k e I t a l k . I f there's 
bad grammar, i t a i n ' t in ten t iona l . "^^ 

The most in terest ing solecisms involve Rogers' slang, much of 

which is s t i l l readi ly understood in the Southwest. Some of his 

frequently used slang includes these expressions: chucked f u l ] , 

meaning overf lowing; bronks, meaning wild horses; come clear down, 

meaning come a11 the way from; mess, meaning much; s i l k garter boys, 

meaning r i ch men; bogged down, meaning having trouble w i th ; by go l l y , 

ind icat ing a show of surpr ise; and many more. 

Once Rogers was asked about his use of common words and about 

the possible use of a d ic t ionary . To th is inquiry Rogers rep l ied , 

I got me a d ic t ionary one time, but i t d idn ' t last long. 
I t was l i ke looking in a telephone book. I never called 



22 

up anybody in my life if I had to look up their number. 
Nobody is worth looking through a11 those numbers for, 
and that's the way it was with my dictionary. I could 
write the article while I was trying to see what the word 
meant. But here's one good thing about language, there 
is always a short word for it. 'Course the Greeks have 
a word for it, the dictionary has a word for it, but I 
believe in using your own word for it. I love words but 
don't like strange ones. You don't understand them, and 
they don't understand you. Old words is like old friends--
you know ' em the minute you see 'em.̂ "* 

Rogers employed the use of apostrophe in a11 his writings. He 

wrote using the first person, and he was usually addressing the aver-

age American. Examination of any piece of Rogers' writing shows his 

use of apostrophe. Betty Rogers attributed this characteristic to 

the style he developed in the Midnight Frolic. His use of apostrophe 

gives his writing an intimate quality. In one of his daily telegrams 

he directly addresses his readership, 

Well, Well, when you read these immaculate English 
"lines, I may have met some of you personally. I break 
out into what is advertised as an alleged "Lecture 
Tour. ..." It' a kinder get-together tour to meet 
my readers, and I want to meet them personally in my 
dressing room, each one of them. . . . I do hope I 
last long enough to reach your town. If it's got a 
railroad and a Town Hall we wi11 be there sooner or 
later. . . .'̂  

Another of Rogers' standard figures of speech used in a11 his 

writing is amplification. This figure of speech, perhaps more than 

any other, allows for the development of what the critics refer to 

as Rogers' style. The use of amplification allowed Rogers to put his 

own slant on a piece of news which otherwise would have gone unnoticed 

Rogers comments on what he sees as the reason for amplification, 

A gag to be any good has to be fashioned about some 
truth. The rest you get by your slant on it and perhaps 
a wee bit of exaggeration, so's people won't miss the 
point.^^ 
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The last constantly appearing device Rogers used was that of the 

anecdote. Virtually a11 of Rogers' writing fits the criteria set out 

for the anecdote. Practically everything Rogers used was based on his 

own first-hand experiences and observations. Even Rogers admitted 

that a good anecdote had some truth in it, 

No matter how much I may exaggerate it, it must have a certain 
amount of truth. . . . Now rumor travels faster, but it don't 
stay put as long.^^ 

The remaining figures of speech and rhetorical devices Rogers 

used randomly. Some techniques he used more than others, These re-

maining figures of speech and rhetorical devices will be discussed 

in alphabetical order in Chapter IV, 

Any analysis of Will Rogers' humor according to the rhetorical 

devices and figures of speech which it seems to contain is too mechan-

ical a procedure to be entirely satisfactory. It becomes so labored 

and ponderous that, quite inevitably, it destroys the intended effect: 

the material ceases to be funny. It is highly doubtful that Rogers 

himself was often conscious of employing the devices enumerated and 

illustrated in this and the preceeding chapters. He had an almost 

innate sense of verbal strategy which enabled him to create humor with-

out reliance on critical categories or technical jargon. Regardless 

of how carefully and thoroughly one studies Rogers' works, one is con-

stantly aware of a certain indefinable and unpredictable quality in 

his distinctive brand of humor. It may well be this elusive element 

that keeps his writing viable. 
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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS 

Will Rogers acquired his broad knowledge of Texas and its inhabi-

tants both in professional and in private visits to the state. There 

were few corners of the Lone Star State with which he was not 

acquainted. He appeared in most of the major cities during his 

lecture tours of 1925-1927 

Novem 
II 

II 

II 

II 

ber 10, 
11, 
13, 
14, 
16, 

1925 
II 

II 

II 

II 

February 16, 1926 

October 
II 

29, 
30, 

November 1, 
II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

2, 
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4, 
5, 
6, 
7, 
8, 
9, 

10, 
11, 
12, 

February 24, 
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25, 
27, 

1926 
II 

1926 

1927 
II 

II 

Houston 
Waco 
Fort Worth 
Dallas 
Wichita FalIs 

Austin 
El Paso 

Fort Worth 
San Antonio 

Houston 
Austin 
Dallas 
Lubbock 
San Angelo 
Waco 
Fort Worth 
Amarillo 
Wichita Falls 
Abilene 
Texarkana 
Corsicana 

Breckenridge 
Brownwood 
AmariHo 

March 1, 1927 E1 Paso 

Although most of these appearances were "one-night stands," he took 

every opportunity they afforded to increase his f a m i l i a r i t y with the 
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temper of the people and the details of their daily lives. 

Well, when I write you of Texas, I know about it. 
I have been a11 through the state. Half of my entire act 
while in Texas consisted of local things on Texas. I 
talked with ewery editor in each town, all the writers 
on the papers, hotel managers, ranchmen, farmers, politi-
cians, head waiters, barbers, newsboys, bootblacks. 
Everybody I met I would try to get their angle.^ 

He gave expression to "their angle" by means of the various figures 

of speech and rhetorical devices defined and illustrated in Chapter 

III. The present chapter provides examples of just how he did this. 

Although amplification was discussed in Chapter III, it was a 

general discussion of Rogers' overall use of the device. In the 

Texas writings, there are many interesting examples of his use of this 

device. After seeing the much-acclaimed windmills of Holland, Rogers 

comments, 

That windmill Gag that ewery A r t i s t always pictures with 
Holland has been kinder exaggerated. Higgins, Texas, has 
got more Windmills than a l l Holland, and what I did see 
looked l i k e they were sorter t i red out; they wasent doing 
much; they seemed to be l i ke a lo t of things a11 over 
Europe--they was jus t t ry ing to get by on t r ad i t i on . ^ 

Rather than simply say San Antonio is pret ty and d i f f e ren t , Rogers 

puts the same idea into his own homespun language and gives i t a more 

memorable qua l i t y , 

I always to ld you there was jus t three towns in the 
whole of America that was d i f fe ren t and d i s t i n c t , New Or-
leans, Frisco and San Antonio. 

They each got something that even the most persistent 
chamber of commerce can ' t standardize.^ 

Once again in San Antonio, Rogers cannot res is t giving i t his own 

special kind of compliment. 
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Well here we are in old San Antone, one of the l a s t 
su rv i v i ng unique c i t i e s of our count ry , where h i s to r y has 
been made and t r a d i t i o n and beauty preserved.^ 

Rogers amp l i f i es the idea tha t Texas is large w i th t h i s comment, 

I t s too big to be even under Jim Ferguson. Texas has got 
every th ing t h a t any other s ta te has and then "Ma" and "J im" 
besides.^ 

Rogers' use o f analogy has his own special country f l a v o r . He 

compares complex or wor ld l y s i t u a t i o n s to s i t ua t i ons common to his 

own background. He uses a country analogy to describe what he found 

when barnstorming i n Texas. 

We was doing a l i t t l e p rose ly t i ng fo r the Democratic pa r t y ' s 
1936 campaign down the re . You know, the re ' s been a - - t h e r e ' s 
been a few—I don ' t know i f you a l l not iced i t - - t h e r e ' s been 
a l i t t l e Republican up r i s ing here l a t e l y . There's been a few 
Republicans poking t h e i r heads above water, and so we went 
down the re , you know--kind of l i k e p r a i r i e dogs, s t i c k i n g 
t h e i r head out of the ground--and we went down there to 
s p r i n k l e a l i t t l e r a t poison around there . You know, the re 's 
a--you take them Republ icans-- there 's a breed, i f you ever 
l e t them get s ta r ted - -no t e l l i n g where they'11 get t o . ^ 

In a second example of his use of analogy, Rogers says, 

01d Paddy Mayes, the old Cherokee boy from Pryor Creek 
Ok la . , he had been sent up to the Big League, he had been 
up there a few weeks when I run onto him in Chicago, he was 
w i th the P h i l l y Nat iona ls . I met him and asked him how i t 
was going w i t h him in the Big League, he s a i d , "Well a l l my 
l i f e I have always heard of the Big Leagues, and heard so 
much about how they played b a l l , and how good they were. 
Well I have been up here j u s t two weeks. Well they wasent 
overest imated any." Wel1 thats the way wi th the Ropers on 
the King Ranch, they hadent been overestimated any. 

An t iphras is also takes on a homespun q u a l i t y in Rogers' w r i t i n g s 

In speaking of e l e c t i o n re turns from a Texas vantage p o i n t , Rogers 

says, "We only have a few more days and then we w i l l know who is to 

handicap us fo r the next four years . "^ The reader is not l i k e l y to 

expect to see handicap used in t h i s sentence; ins tead , he would 
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probably expect ju ide . On another occassion Rogers 

says, "Don't you remember that time when Mexico won the war from the 

U. S. and made 'em take Texas back?"^ History t e l l s the reader that 

the United States won the war and that Mexico lost Texas. In another 

a r t i c l e Rogers has two examples of antiphrasis in one sentence. 

She [Ma Ferguson] had mail delivered into e^jery county in 
Texas and Corparal Mitchel l (who had been Major General) 
begin to get the papers eyery two or three months apart.^*^ 

Actual ly Mitchel l was demoted to Colonel, not Corporal, and mail ar-

r ived ewery two or three days, not months. 

Burlesque is not a f igure of speech, but i t is a specialized form 

of comedy which Rogers sometimes used. One of Rogers' "Worst Story 

I Heard Today" pieces has the burlesque character is t ic of discrepancy 

between subject matter and s ty le . 

Cy Told me of a Town down in Texas where the show was 
playing and they had jus t had a r i o t there the day before, 
and the Chief of Police had wired to the headquarters of 
the Texas Rangers to come and help quell these bad men. A 
Special t r a i n pulled in and one lonely Ranger got o f f , 'They 
asked, "Where's the rest of the o u t f i t ? " 

"Rest? What Rest?" repl ied the astonished Ranger. 
"You a i n ' t got but one r i o t going on here have you?"*^ 

Another example comes from one of his weekly a r t i c les in which he gives 

his reason for Texas' elect ing Ma Ferguson as i t s governor. 

The reason Ma was elected was she d idn ' t stop to powder 
her nose. That's what is holding women back nowadays. I 
t e l l you when you take out time for powdering, the day is 
j us t about gone. I t ' s gett ing so th is country only has two 
occupations now. One is the Women pawing at the i r nose with 
a powder puf f , and the other is the men ta lk ing about the i r 
Golf Scores. I don' t know what started a11 th is color scheme 
in women's noses. In the old days there d idn ' t seem to be 
any par t icu lar reason why the nose couldn' t go along, bearing 
some s l i gh t resemblance in shade to the rest of the face. I f 
i t happened to be red, why i t at least was pale in comparison 
to the men's noses of that t ime."^ 
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Not even the Democrats at their 1928 Convention could escape Rogers' 

use of burlesque, as the reader can see in a daily telegram from 

Houston, 

The principles of the Democratic Party were never 
listened to with more heated brows and perspiring necks 
than is paying its bodily tribute here. I have perspired 
for Jefferson, sweated for Jackson, fainted for Tilden and 
am dying slowly for Smith. I Don't know that we are 
helping democracy, but we are certainly perspiring for 
it.^^ 

Rogers was ever-conscious of the Republican status in Texas and uses 

this burlesque of a Republican he says he found: 

I found quite a novelty down here in this Texas Town. 
It was a Requblican and the Funny part about it is he is 
doing well and has e^ery Democrat in town patronizing him. 

It's remarkable what one lone man of a party can do 
when he sets his mind to it. He has got him a little 
post office here and has worked himself up into a nice 
little business. It pays to pioneer.^'* 

In an amplification of the preliminary activities before the Democratic 

convention in Houston, Rogers uses a burlesque on the Prohibition ques-

tion. He ends the amplification with a disguised compliment to Texas, 

Just flew in from Vinita, Okla., against a head wind. 
On to Houston in the morning. 

Was met at the field by the champion host of the world, 
Amon G. Carter; also by H. L. Mencken. Mencken says, after 
seeing the South, he is going to start picking on the North. 

We are holding a preliminary convention tonight at 
Shady Oaks Farm (all of us part advisers). It looks like 
a dry Vice President. Then those that are wet can go to 
the President's dinner and those that are dry can go tc 
the Vice President's. 

Texas starts entertaining you when you hit the State 
line. I thought the convention was held here, the way 
they act. It ain't just Houston, it's Texas that will 
show you something. 
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Rogers uses contrast frequently. He had an amazing ability to 

use contrast to add that briHiant sparkle to his writing which con-

stitutes wit. Often the contrast also added an element of sjrprise. 

In his reporting of the Democratic Convention of 1928, Rogers uses 

this example of contrast: 

Finally a preacher prayed last night from memory and not 
from manuscript and, a funny thing, it was my old friend, 
Dr. Jacobs of Houston, and he is a cattleman in the week 
days. He raises Brahma cattle and Presbyterians,^^ 

Two of Rogers' uses of contrast appear in the closings of his daily 

telegrams from Texas, "Yours for accurate weather, scandal, and 

political predictions," and "Yours for reasonalble honesty in poli-

tics."^^ Rogers uses a contrast to describe Ma Ferguson's difficulty 

with government: "... Texas's weaker sex delegate couldn't negoti-

ate the difference between an egg beater and a seal of State."^^ 

Rogers was very much aware of the rivalry between Dallas and Fort 

Worth. He makes a contrast between things the children of Fort Worth 

are taught: "Children of Ft. Worth are taught two things. To fear 

the Lord and hate Dallas."^^ In another contrast, Arkansas and Texas 

are distinguished by their respective abilities to pass literacy tests. 

"ARK TOOK THE LITERACY TEST WITH AN EVOLUTION BILL THE OTHER DAY, AND 

JUST DID MAKE IT. TENNESSEE AND TEXAS DIDENT PASS."^^ In an amplified 

contrast, Rogers elaborates on the unlawfulness of Amon Carter as con-

trasted with his social standing. 

Of a11 Texas, Jim had to go and pick Amon Carter, the 
Hearst and Munsey of Texas. I hope he don't electrocute Amon. 
If he puts him in jail he will have a great time. Amon wil 
have it a11 to himself. He would be the most exculsive 
prisoner in the world. He would constitute Texas unlawful 
element. Amon is like a lot of our lawbreakers, he is not 
what you call an comtemptibly mean man, He just has his 
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weaknesses. You have to watch him eyery minute or he will 
give you what appears at first to be an innocent looking 
walking cane. But on opening it you will find about two 
good drinks in it. 

Personally I think the only way you will ever stop 
Amon from doing that is to prohibit the manufacture of 
the drinks. 0 course this cane publicity will just ruin 
Amon financially in his home state. Everybody will want 
a cane. But socially he is made.^^ 

Rogers is perhaps most noted today for his epigrams because these 

short statements are more easily remembered than his other verbal 

tricks. Two of Rogers' more notable epigrams come from his daily tele-

grams from Texas and pertain to elections. "They [the election re-

turns] won't mean a thing. Many will be elected but few wi 1 i be 

seated."^^ Another day in his telegram Rogers says, "More men will 

be elected tonight through good counting than were elected today through 

voting."^^ In a weekly article, Rogers discusses the plight of Republi-

cans in Texas and sums it up. "A republican in Texas has about the same 

social standing that a Gentile does in New York City.."^'* In Rogers' 

notes labelled only "Houston, Texas." he comments, "The widest State 

and the narrowest Roads in America."^^ Most of Rogers' epigrams are 

to be discovered at the ends of the other examples of numor. 

Hyperbole is a figure of speech which Rogers used frequently. He 

does not usually stretch the truth far enough to make it a tall tale, 

but he occassionally comes close. Rogers uses hyperbole in varying 

degrees, and in his writings about Texas, there are numerous examples. 

Anyone who has lived in Texas would, on some days, agree with Rogers 

in this example: 

Just f1ew in here headed west. We had to come in 
mighty high to dodge all the farms and ranches that were 
blowing around down on the lower strata. 
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It ain't anything to be hit in the eye with a cow 
that is blowing with the dust from one ranch to another, 
but despite all the dust and a11 ner drought she is a 
pretty country,^' 

Rogers devoted an entire daily telegram to hyperbole on the size of 

Texas. 

I been flying, railroading, automobiling, horseback 
and buggy riding over Texas for 33 years and I'll swear I 
have not seen a tenth of it yet. If it had been in Europe 
there would have been eighty wars fought over it. There is 
single ranches here bigger than France, countys thats bigger 
than England, saddle horse pastures as big as Alsace Loraine. 
The lakes of Switzerland would be patchs of buffalo wallows 
down here. Its located between Mexico and the U. S. to 
keep Mexico from annexing the U. S. Its so far to town that 
cowboys thatstarted in to vote for "Teddy" will arrive in 
time to vote for Franklyn. Its "Vatican" :s the town of 
Uvalde, and its Pope is John Nance Garner. Its industray 
is Internal Politics. Its so big that no one governor can 
handle it, they have to have a man and his wife to handle 
it. Its the only state where a Republican has to have a 
passport to enter. 

Yours, 
Will Rogers 

P. S. They would use California for a telephone booth down 
here.2' 

Rogers used hyperbole on the Texas' soft-shell pecan twice. It ap-

peared first in a daily telegram: 

He [John Nance Garner] raises Texas's famous soft shell 
pecans. He gave me some and I found out what a soft shell 
pecan is. It's one you can crack with just a small hammer. 
When I got here he was practicing with a gavel.^^ 

The same hyperbole is lengthened and appears in a weekly article: 

He has a lot of pecans too. He said they was soft 
shelled. Aint it funny how a fellow in politics will just 
lie, when there is really no reason for it? He could see 
me clamping down on these pecans with one of the best set 
of tusks ever swabbed in Pepsident, yet I couldn't even 
make a dent in 'em. Here I had cracked history nuts and 
oid black walnuts with these molars, but they met their 
waterloo that day when I tried to sink 'em into Jack 
Garner's SOFT shelled pecans. . . . 
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It was a place I would have liked to stayed longer, but 
I would have sure wanted a hammer on those SOFT shelled pecans. 
I am going to Washington to watch him in the speaker's chair, 
cracking 'em with his gavel.^^ 

The Fergusons are the object of many comments from Rogers, and often 

these comments are in the mood of hyperbole. The first example iHus-

trates amplification as well as hyperbole: 

. . . Well, it wasn't long till the Texas mails were as 
full of pardons as a Florida bedroom is of mosquitoes. 

It looked like the Fergusons were preparing for re-elec-
tion. They were turning out enough pardons to assure them 
of a safe majority. Then the police fell down on them. The 
pardons were ahead of the captures. Jim would send a man a 
pardon and would get a reply though the mail, "Why, they 
haven;t caught me yet!" Then the climax was when Jim said, 
"I want to pardon 100 on Thanksgiving." 

So the whole police forces of the towns and state 
stared out, but they told him, "We will do the best we 
can, but I doubt if we can get in that many by then. 
That's a pretty big quota for us." 

Well, anyway, they got in 93. That left seven pardons 
over that they can use if they get anyone else. Now, you 
hear talk down there about Jim getting money for these par-
dons, but nobody has every showed where he did, and if he 
was, it looks like it would be easy to frame up a fellow and 
put him in there and then let him buy his way out and have 
the goods on Jim. But it's a11 just talk and no evidence. 30 

In an original manuscript, Rogers comments again on the pardons and 

Jim Ferguson: 

Down in Texas Jim Ferguson sent a man a pardon, and he sent 
it back, saying "Jim, they haven't caught me yet."^^ 

Another brief hyperbole is found in the original manuscripts on this 

same topic, 

Ferguson Forum is the most widely circulated paper in the 
state. Is sent to every acquitted convict.^^ 

In this example Rogers combines the topics of Ma Ferguson, Republicans, 

and the Texas election process into an elaborate hyperbole: 
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Well, A11 that I know is just what I read in the 
Papers. I see where Ma Ferguson was elected in Texas. 
Texas has gone from the Nightgown back to the Petticoat. 
And when I say Ma was elected, I mean elected. For when 
they nominate a Democrat in Texas, they stay nominatsd. 
You don't catch them wasting any nominations. They won't 
even 1et a Republican pass through there on the train if 
they know it. Men have been set free for eyery crime on 
the calendar—murder, robbery and parking near a fire plug. 
But if a Prosecuting Attorney can show were the defendant 
ever voted the Republican Ticket the jury don't even retire 
to deliberate. A Republican in Texas has about the same 
social standing that a Gentile does in New York City. I 
was certainly glad to see a long-haired woman get somewhere, 
If we can just keep Ma from wearing sport clothes now, 
Texas may do something worth while yet.^^ 

Rogers combines commentaries on Amon Carter and John Garner into a 

hyperbolic statement to get his point across to his readership, 

Was met here by Amon Carter. You can try to sneak 
into this city on a bicycle, but Amon Carter will meet 
you at the city limits and welcome you. 

No other city in America has anything approaching 
such a public citizen as Carter. He met me by special 
plane 200 miles out to prevent me going into Dallas 
first. He poisoned one friend just to keep him out of 
Dallas. 

I am down here to help Congressman Garner divide 
up Texas into 12 Democratic Senators.'^ 

Rogers' use of hyperbole in this example is an attempt to ease the pain 

many Americans felt with the deepening of the Depression: 

Nothing doing on the flying today. If you think 
this Texas ain't some size just try to drive from one 
part of it to another in a car. 

Here in San Angelo, the real heart of the cow busi-
ness, but it's so poor that these old cattlemen are eat-
ing their own beef, and the bread lines in these towns 
are composed of independent oil men. They are worse off 
than the cotton farmer.'^ 

On a visit to the King Ranch, Rogers writes of the "amazing" abilities 

of Kleberg girls: 
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Down on the great King Ranch, biggest in the whole 
Southwest, and I did my best acting today, trying to look 
and act like a cowboy on Bob Kleberg's best cutting horse. 
And hanging on by me teeth.. Both Kleberg girls dragged 
calves up to the fire faster than I ever could. 

This is a real outfit. If you think there ain't any 
more real cowboys in this country, you're crazy.^^ 

In another discussion of ranching in Texas, Rogers uses hyperbole to 

tell ranchers how to make ranching pay: 

Ranches are a11 gone? Yeah? Well, I am on one 
right now of 600,000 acres, belonging to W. T. Waggoner, 
with 25,000 cattle, and some of best horses in any state. 

He is one Cowman that was smart enough to solve the 
low price of cattle, and make ranches pay. Every cow has 
got her own oil wel1. 

The town this will be sent from in Vernon, an ol-time 
cow town, but now a place that is a real modern Claremore. 
Courthouse bigger than Garner's Capitol in Washington. 

Garner is the talk of everybody in Texas. 

These people down here don't know that there is a 
guy named Roosevelt that is mixed up with him in this 
new enterprise. The ticket down here is "Garner and 
Garner."^' 

With the coming of the Democratic convention to Houston, Rogers com-

ments on the ways of getting to Houston: 

Houston Texas where seventeen rail roads meet Buffalo 
Bayou and not a wagon road can get into the town. They 
count each R. R. going in and coming out.^^ 

In a final example of Rogers' use of hyperbole, one finds him still 

commenting on Houston and the convention, but in this instance he is 

also employing amplification. This passage probably reflects a truer 

picture of Rogers' feelings about Houston than does the previous one. 

Went on over through Houston, who put their hand in 
what they thought was a prize convention grab bag and come 
out with the Democratic one. Wel1, they seem to be all 
hopped up over it. You know they never had one before, and 
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they are just as innocent about it. They don't know what 
they are. I am glad they got it though. It will give some 
of these northern delegates a chance to get that old moss-
back idea out of their heads about the South being slow and 
behind the times. 

It's a great thing for the South to have it down there, 
and it is especially a great thing for Texas. . . . 

This Houston wanted an ocean and they dident have one, 
so they just dug one. One man, Jessie Jones, just pulled 
out his checkbook when the towns were bidding on the conven-
tion (nobody had given him any money. There had been no 
collection taken up before he left Houston) and wrote out 
his check for $2000,000, and layed it on the barrel head, 
and I want to tell you those Democrats pounced on it like 
a Congressman a a Mellon hard-earned savings. It takes a 
game guy in any man's town to do what Jones did. Most towns 
would have to have Chamber of Commerce speeches and lunch-
eons and drives for a year or two to dig that up, But that's 
the way those babies down there do things, So go to see the 
town, even if you are not interested in the convention, and 
the state has dozens of ones like, not all as big, but they 
a11 believe they are, and they wi11 a11 surprise you. 33 

Rogers' use of irony exclusive of the antiphrasis discovered 

above seems to be such that Rogers is always winking at the reader to 

see if the reader knows he is teasing. In one of his daily telegrams, 

Rogers says, 

The Only way to lick a Texan is with bad liquor. Any state 
that can make worse liquor than Texas can lick 'em but it's 
hard to make worse. That's why Texas licked Mexico. Texas 
had the worst. The Texans fattened on Mexico's Tequila.^° 

Another use of Rogers' irony appears in one of his daily telegrams from 

Texas: 

If the Democrats make a good showing tomorrow it will en-
courage them maybe, to have another election in 1928. îf 
not, this will perhaps be the last election you will ever 
witness.**^ 

Perhaps one of his more interesting pieces of irony deals with dividing 

Texas into several states. 
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Been interested in the scheme of my old friend Jack 
Garner of Texas, Jack wants to divide up the great State 
of Texas into five states. Why he wants to stop at five 
nobody knows. If he is going to split the old open range 
up, why not make a job of it? 

The papers state that Texas would make 220 states the 
size of Rhode Island, and 54 the size of Connecticut, and 
six times bigger then the whole of New England. Wel1, 
let's make some Rhode Island out of it, and that will give 
us (220 times as big). That's 440 Senators. Now that 
ought to satisfy anybody, even if you are fond of Senators, 
440 ought to get us about what Pennsylvania has been getting 
with their two, "̂^ 

In two different telegrams, Rogers comments ironically on the state 

of the Republicans in Texas. In the first example, his comment is 

yery brief: 

Flew over the Rio Grande Valley, which is wonderful. The 
only thing the matter with it, they say the Republicans 
are about to take it.'*̂  

The second example is an expanded version of the same idea: 

That's a great valley down in that lower end of Texas, 
but did you know there is a mess of Republicans down in 
there? The rest of Texas is ashamed of 'em and got em 
segregated away off down there to themselves like some 
towns do vice. 

Rogers comments in his original unpublished notes about the ironic make-

up of an audience: 

Well, I am mighty proud to be here, and face this large and 
prosperous audience, I always did want to play before a 
Port Arthur audience, and I am glad you thought so much of 
my act that you come away out in the surburbs to see me.^^ 

Rogers puts his own brand of irony on the departure of Ma Ferguson from 

the Texas Governor's Mansion: 

I hear my old friend Ma Ferguson had dropped back into 
private life. Well, she didn't have far to drop. Ma had 
been practically in private life for years, It will be 
pretty tough on the "Governor" though. But he will get out 
and stir up something on the outside. Texas will always 
have to admit he made an awful good Governor for his wife."'' 
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Some of Rogers' use of colorful metaphors has lost its humor 

because other parts of the material in the impiied comparison are no 

longer common knowledge. An example is provided by a daily telegram 

in which Rogers tells his readers to listen on the radio to the Demo-

cratic Convention in Houston: 

Now I know they are all terrible to listen to, ordinarily, 
but get the keynote speech of this bird, Claude Bowers, 
Tuesday evening. I was the first one that suggested him 
for this job when I followed him at the Jackson Day dinner 
in Washington last Spring. He is a bear.'*^ 

Another example of his use of a metaphor has a more lasting quality. 

In Texas during Rogers' time, it was most unpopular to be a Republican. 

Rogers' colorful metaphor tells his audience what a young Democrat 

really is. 

I got to Fort Worth one morning at a big breakfast they gave 
at Fort Worth by Amon Carter and the Young Democratic Club. 
You know what a Young Democrat is? A Young Democrat--a 
young Democrat is a f e l l e r that was a Republican up to 
las t F a l l . That's a Young Democrat. They got a club now, 
cal led the Young Democratic Club.^^ 

Rogers' wr i t ings about Texas do not contain a great deal of 

parody, but there is some. In one of the dai ly telegrams Rogers 

uses a short parody of "The Three Bears," 

Flew down here with the f l y i ng Laphams and Frank Hawks, 
Mother Lapham f l y i n g her own plane, Papa Lapham h is , Baby 
Lapham h i s ; each Lapham servant his own.^^ 

In one of Rogers' undated notes, there is th is example: 

I am here in Texas gett ing a Road Contract, I can furnish 
a bond up to 75 $ and I got a spade. Of course thats 
a in t much now but you give me the Contract and I w i l l 
show you some Dough. My Company is cal led the A1 i Baba, 
and his 40 Boulevard Boys. We took over the Robin Hood 
Incorporated. I t wouldent be so bad not f inding the 
money but they cant fond the road.^° 
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Puns occasionally appear in Rogers' writings. In a weekly article 

Rogers sums up the Fergusons in this pun: "Dual valves proved a suc-

cess; why not dual Governors?"^^ In a daily telegram, Rogers discusses 

one of his favorite topics, Congress: 

It sure is a lot prettier sight to look at thousands of 
white faced cattle, than thousands of bald-faced delegates 
in one corrall, howling like mad and milling for nothing.^^ 

Rogers can add his homespun humor to his writings readily when 

he uses similes. In talking about his speaking before the Texas State 

Legislature, Rogers says this: 

Spoke before the Legislature, but a comedian getting 
up before one of those bodies of men is just lost. It 
would be like Rudee Vallee trying to sing before an audi-
ence composed of all grand opera singers. He would be 
out-classed. And that's the way I was.'^ 

Rogers uses another simile in connection with Billy Mitchell's being 

sent to Texas, 

He read in the papers what the aviation department of the 
army and Navy was doing and he dispatched a messenger out 
by Pony Express expressing his idea of what was going on. 
Well, when news of Mitchell reached the outside world it 
was just like hearing from that guy Amundsen (or whoever 
it was that went to the North Pole and was lost so long). 
Everybody was glad to hear that Mitchell was alive. They 
naturally thought the army had executed him, That's one 
of the reasons that his message attracted so much atten-
tion.^' 

The use of a simile adds humor to an apt description of the Texas pri-

maries: 

You Texans have a queer way of running your primaries. 
Of course the primary is the election in the South, 
they won't let a Republican eat at the same table with 
folks. But they see how many candidates they can gather 
up and run, and it's just like a big horse race where 
there is one good horse and a lot of ordinary ones. The 
ordinary ones can pocket the good one and keep him from 
winning, and another ordinary one wins.^^ 
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Understatei ^iry humor to Rogers' comments. He uses 

it sparingly but effectively, as this description of the cattle on the 

King Ranch wi11 demonstrate: 

. . . and when I say calves I mean little fellows, kinder 
scrawny, weight about seven fifty to eight hundred, just 
about the size of a horse.^^ 

In a daily telegram from San Antonio, Rogers says, "It's Dan Moody, the 

Governor of this little province."^^ 

As has been mentioned before, Rogers' writings lose much in the 

mechanical analysis. Most of his writings contain more than one figure 

of speech or rhetorical device. These combinations make his writings 

the colorful pieces which are remembered today. By observing some of 

the pieces of Rogers' work which contain the combinations of devices, 

the reader can leave this chapter with a more complete view of some 

of Rogers' writings on Texas. 

In a daily telegram Rogers writes of Austin and Jack Garner using 

amplification, contrast, and an epigram to end the telegram, 

This is historic old Austin, the Capital. Why you want 
to read of excitement read the history of Texas. It's just 
mangy with romance. Here is Jack Garner's first stepping 
stone, and by the way, did you notice that President Roose-
velt endorsed him Monday morning, the same morning I had a 
little oration on him. 

When you are thinking with Roosevelt you are thinking 
in pretty fast company.^^ 

Here in one short piece, Rogers uses irony to discuss Dan Moody; 

then he uses hyperbole to discuss a proposed move of a Texas jail; and, 

lastly, he uses contrast to heighten the disparity in Texas weather: 

I hear mighty nice things about the Governor, He had 
no scandal in the Highway bord, That stands almost unprece-
dented in the record of this and a11 states. 



42 

He is rich and can afford to be honest. 

Did you ever get the jail moved near Austin,,? 
They wanted to get it near the Legislature so they could 
see it and it might be a lesson to em, at least the Trans-
portation would be cheaper, 

Where the old Boy that started down from Lubbock to 
get drouth relief when the flood hit him.^^ 

In one of Rogers' best articles on the Fergusons, he uses a greatly 

amplified anecdote as the basis of his commentary. The article also 

contains a pun, several epigrams, some antiphrasis, and a great deal 

of irony, 

Now for the Fergusons. I see where the papers state 
now tha "ma" is not the governor. Jim is. I had that in 
my act a11 over Texas over a year ago. I said, "The hard-
est thing Jim had to do after the last election was to 
learn to sign 'Mrs.' or "Mariam' in front of his own name." 
I said, "It's wonderful to know that we have one old-
fashioned woman in America that we know is dominated by 
the husband. Would that we had more. I would welcome it 
into my own family." 

Now I never met her personally, but I have met lots 
of people that have. I wish I had for I am strong for her 
type of womanhood. I believe he to be just, home-loving, 
wholesome woman, a ranchwoman, like we have thousands of 
in this country. God bless 'em. I don't think she knows 
any more about government than I do, and Lord knows that's 
little enough. Now here is where she has Mr. Moody and 
Texas throwed and hogtied. She told 'em all through the 
campaign, "I know nothing about administration. I will be 
guided by the advice of my husband who is a trained execu-
tive." You see, they knew before she got in there. She 
told them who would be governor. Why, ever sincs the 
election she has had to read the morning papers to see 
what the Governor did the day before. She is a typical 
house woman, makes preserves, darns and knits. She went 
in to be Governor for one thing and she has done it. She 
went in to clear the name of Jim Ferguson. He had been 
impeached for that same office. When she got in she had 
his name cleared by some of the same Legislature that im-
peached him. She must have proved to them that they were 
wrong in the first place. 

Wel1 she had done her part. She fought for and 
cleared the name of the man she loved. That's just what 
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wives have been doing ever since wives were invented. 
Never mind r i g h t o f wrong. A real w i fe don ' t f i g u r e 
t ha t a t a l l . She is j u s t l i k e a l l the good ones; she 
was there when he needed her. 

I f he gets "bogged down" aga in , she w i l l be there 
in some other way to drop a loop over him and "snake" 
him out aga in . I f she d i d n ' t know and Inaugural Bal1 
from a F o o t b a l l , he i s " J i m . " Maybe she c a n ' t even do 
"The Char les ton, " but I bet you she can assemble an 
aggravat ing pan o f b i s c u i t s , and congregate a mean 
angel food cake. The biggest laugh and the biggest 
applause I got i n my act i n f i v e towns in Texas was 
when I s a i d , "now why don"t you fo l ks in Texas j u s t 
be good sports and admit o ld Jim is j u s t too s l i c k fo r 
you. I f a man comes along and outsmarts you, why give 
him c r e d i t . You threw him ou t . You turned your backs 
to applaud each other and shake hands a l l around and 
when you looked around again he was IN AGAIN. And he 
was i n , in such a way tha t you can ' t through him ou t , 
because i t is not him t h a t ' s i n . 'Ma a i n ' t doing 
no th ing , and you c a n ' t throw anybody out for doing 
n o t h i n g . " . . . Miriam Ferguson is Governor of Texas 
by Law, and she never d id a dishonest th ing in her 
l i f e . Nobody can say tha t Jim ever d id a dishonest 
t h i n g , and i f he d i d , what pos i t i on can you take away 
from him? By law nobody knows what pos i t ions he ho ld . 
I c la im he is the only governor in the world by 
marr iage.^° 

To give the reader one sample of a complete Rogers piece of w r i t -

i n g , the f o l l ow ing weekly a r t i c l e ends Chapter IV. This piece o f fe rs 

numerous examples of the devices Rogers uses. I t provides an exce l len t 

instance of a m p l i f i c a t i o n . The basic idea of the a r t i c l e is the need 

to recognize the Old T r a i l D r i ve rs ' Assoc ia t ion . He introduces the 

a r t i c l e w i th a lengthy aside statement on San Antonio, and in th i s i n t r o -

d u c t i o n , ths reader f inds an example of ant . iphras is . This a r t i c l e is 

expanded w i th Rogers' own personal reminiscences, ta les of what the 

older men accomplished, an anecdote on the word maverick, a plea for 

help to erect a monument to the old t r a i l d r i v e r s , and an advertisement 

fo r a book. The piece ends w i th a f i n e example of Rogers' more serious 
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writing. More important, however, it shows Rogers' ability to ramble 

around on a point and still produce interesting, humorous work that 

displays his wit. 

I have run into a good many pleasant things on my 
jaunts but the other day I hit San Antonio, what used to 
be before progress hit it one of the three unique cities 
of America. It's a great old town, is San Antonio, even 
if they have got a filling station in connection with the 
Alamo. You have to sacrifice something to progress. But 
I never thought it would be the Alamo. I had the most 
wonderful day there I think I ever had. 

There is a bunch of men there called "The Old Trail 
Drivers' Association." Due to the work of the few like 
Mr. Saunders, Mrs. Russell, widowed wife of a fine Texas 
Cattleman, and a great character, and Colonel Ike Pryor 
and a few others, they have formed this bunch together 

and they are what keeps San Antonio of the old days alive. 
They gave me a barbecue. One of the finest feeds I ever 
had in my life. They had everything. Son-of-a-Gun made 
from stolen Beef. Free Holys, Dutch oven Biscuit, cooked 
by read roundup cooks. They had the chuck wagon, even 
made one of the fires out of "chips". It sho was fine. 
I am a mighty young man to be allowed to mingle with those 
old fellows. For eyery one of them saw actual service up 
the trail to Kansas and Montana, from the sixty's to the 
early ninety's. It's always been the regret of my life 
that I didn't live a few years earlier. I believe I would 
a fit in with that gang better. There is a lot of this 
so-called "Progress" that I can't keep step with. An axe 
handle wrapped with cowhide, I believe, would have fit and 
felt better in my hands than a niblick, I wish I could 
have lived my whole life and drank out of a goard instead 
of a paper envelope. 

I just looked at those old fellows that day in 
wonder. Here they were 70 and 80 years old, lots of 
them straight and fine. They had trailed herds of 
cattle by the thousands from the Pecos to the Platte. 
They had done it year after year with not even a tooth-
brush in the outfit, six and eight months at a time, 
without a manicure. Not even individual soap. They all 
had to use the same Piece. There was old grizzled gen-
telmen come to eat at that barbecue that was 85 years 
old and never even had a face massage in their lives. 
How they ever lived and existed under such unsanitary 
condition I will never be able to know. They swam rivers 
for 20 years without even a bath towel. Some of them 
didn't even know a "putter" from a "branding iron." 
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I was raised up in the Cherokee Nation and the names 
that was at that barbecue used to stock our country eyery 
year, and ship out in the fall to market. Their names were 
to me like you would look on Presidents. I had heard all 
my life of such families as the Pierces, the Slaughtsrs, 
the Pryors, Wagoners, Burnetts, "Windy" Scotts, Russells, 
McFadden, Saunders, Blockers, Mavericks. Every business, 
why Ford, Irskine, Willys and a few of those are your 
ideal of that business. But these men that I have named 
above handled thousands and thousands of cattle, from one 
state to another before the days of convenient railroads. 
Johnny Blocker sent eighty-two thousand steers up the 
trail in one year in '85. He was one of the greatest 
ropers that Texas ever produced, and when I say Texas 
ever produced why I mean the world for they have turned 
out more ropers than any state. He was originator of 
the "Blocker Loop". That's a big loop, and you go up-side 
of the steer and turn it over as you throw it. He is 
around 75, and I bet he can spread it on one yet. He was 
judge of the first roping contest I ever was in in Texas 
in San Antonio in 1901, I was just an old Cuckoo Kid and 
had a little pony and got it jerked down so many times 
they wanted me to tie the horse's feet instead of the 
steer's. He even remembered it the other day and the 
color of the pony. 

Met one old fellow there that drove the only herd 
of buffalo that ever was trailed from one place to another. 
There is a nice job on a dark rainy night when they start 
to run. Met one of the Mavericks. The name Maverick on 
an unbranded cow brute started with that family. They 
brought a bunch of cattle and didn't brand 'em, just 
turned them loose and everybody seeing one unbranded or 
unmarked called it "Mavericks." So that's how the name 
got started. If he could have always held the unbranded 
ones, boy, he would have had some stock today! Then they 
afterwards got to calling them "slick and ears" when they 
had never been marked. 

There is a wonderful book they presented me with, 
"The Trail Drivers of Texas", published by the Cokesbury 
Press of Nashville, Tenn. It was published under the 
direction of George W. Saunders, President and organizder 
of the "Old Trail Drivers' Association." It's not a story; 
it's just a collection of experiences written by the men 
themselves, over three hundred of them, of their different 
experiences in going up the trail. Get it, it's the most 
unique thing ever published. It shows these old timers' 
pictures. Some of them millionaires today, and own 
thousands of acres and hundreds of oil wells, while others 
are poorer than when they worked, on the trail for wages. 
But in that group together they are a11 the same. Johnny 
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Blocker who sent up eighty-two thousand in one year, why 
"Lady Luck" hasn't dealt any too kind with him. He wasn't 
lucky enough to get in on the oil. But when he is with 
these boys he is just as welcome as Ike Pryor or Dan 
Waggoner, 

They are trying to raise money to erect a monument 
in San Antonio to the Old Trail Drivers. It's a beautiful 
thing. The model is there now. It is being made by 
Gutzon Borglum, the originator of the Stone Mountain one. 
It would be a great thing to have, and San Antonio would 
be the logical place to have it. I certainly hope they 
get it. There is monuments to pretty near everybody 
that ever was drafted to kill somebody. Every governor 
that was paid a big salary by each state for just living 
in the mansion. But not a thing has anyone ever done to 
perpetuate something commemorating what a ranchman or cow-
puncher has ever done. Texas would be in Mexico today if 
it wasent for them. 

Right after the war, cattle was all they had, and no 
market or no railroad for them. These old boys drove 'em 
north till they found markets and buyers, and it was through 
their efforts that the whole northwest was stocked with 
cattle. The revenue that come into this whole country for 
years was just what was brought back by these old "Waddies." 
Now I don't know what kind of co-operation they are getting 
from a11 the rest of the Southwest, but it certainly ought 
to be plentiful, for Lord help you silk garter boys of today 
that are setting mighty pretty down here now, if it hadent 
been for these old timers. You know sometimes in our satis-
fied ease and prosperity why we forget to sorter remember 
somebody that is going on kinder over the brow of the hill. 

We say "Oh, those old timers, 1et 'em rave!" 

Well there is one thing about an old timers raving, 
he has gone through something to rave over. The sad thing 
is going to be the coming generations listening to us. 
We will be raving with nothing to rave over. Our most 
thrilling experiences will be how we run to catch a street 
car and missed it, one cold day, or how we lost four good 
golf balls in one game. Build this monument now; these 
old boys ain't going to be with you long, Let them see it 
finished while they are alive. If it's a bore to you to 
listen to their old time ways, why you won't have to listen 
to them long. Make them happy for their last years. They 
have made it possible to make you happy for many, many 
years. You can certainly give 'em that much happiness. 
It will be to the glory of your state forever. They will 
live longer in 1egend and story than the first herd of 
fords that was ever driven north. The Old Trail Drivers' 



47 

Association has a purpose; they are not just organized 
to eat lunch away from home once a week. 

It's getting kinder late in the afternoon for 
a lot of these old boys, and they will be drifting 
down for the night. They wi11 be a catching their 
night horses for the last time. They will be rolling 
their old "tarp" out and crawling into their old 
"sougans" and "parka's," and when they are waked up 
with a kick to go on guard by a golden slipper, in-
stead of a shop-made boot, why they will roll out of 
there and face their new range boss, and when he asks 
them "Boys are you ready to go with me?" They will 
look him right in the face and never bat an eye and 
say, "We are ready to go with anybody that is right."^^ 



48 

Footnotes 
Chapter IV 

^' Wi l l Rogers, Weekly A r t i c l e s , 1924-1925 [December 13, 1925], 
Vol . 2 in the unpublished col lected edi t ion of Rogers' weekly a r t i c les 
in the Wi l l Rogers Memorial Library Col lect ion, p. 236. 

^ Wi l l Rogers, Weekly A r t i c l es , 1932-1933 [January 1, 1933], 
Vol . 5 in the unpublished coHected edi t ion of Rogers' weekly a r t i c les 
in the Wi l l Rogers Memorial Library Col lect ion, [n . p . ] . 

^ Wi l l Rogers, Daily Teleqrams [January 26, 1931], Vol. 11 in 
the unpublished col lected edi t ion of Rogers' da i ly telegrams in thi 
Wi l l Rogers Memorial Library Col lec t ion, p. 21. 

ie 

" Will Rogers, Daily Telegrams [November 5, 1931], Vol. 11 in 
the unpublished collected edition of Rogers' daily telegrams in the 
Will Rogers Memorial Library Collection, p. 25. 

^ Will Rogers, There's Not A Bathinq Suit in Russia and Other 
Bare Facts, ed. Joseph A. Stout, Jr. (Stillwater, Oklahoma: Oklahoma 
State University Press, 1973), p. 21. 

^ Will Rogers, Will Rogers' Radio Broadcasts, 1933-1935 
[October 29, 1923], An unpublished volume of verbatim transcripts 
issued by Marie C. Longstreet of St. Albans, New York through the 
Radio Scription Service in the Will Rogers Memorial Library Collection, 
p. 53. 

' Will Rogers, Weekly Articles, 1930-1931 [November 29, 1931], 
Vol. 5 in the unpublished collected edition of Rogers' weekly articles 
in the Will Rogers Memorial Library Collection, [n. p.] . 

^ Will^ Rogers, W i H Rogers' Daily Telegrams, Volume 1, p. 22. 

^ Will Rogers, Weekly Articles, 1932-1933 [November 5, 1933], 
Vol. 6 in the unpublished coHected edition of Rogers' weekly articles 
in the Will Rogers Memorial Library Collection, p. 197. 

^° Will Rogers, Weekly Articles, 1924-1925 [n. d . ] , Vol. 2 in 
the unpublished collected edition of Rogers' weekly articles in the 
Will Rogers Memorial Library CoHection, p. 211. 

^̂  Will Rogers, "The Worst Story I Have Heard Today," May 18, 
1925-October 2, 1926 [December 31, 1925], Vol. 001-A in the unpublished 
collected edition of Rogers' stories in the Will Rogers Memorial Library 
CoHection, p. 192. 

12 will Rogers, Weekly Articles, 1924-1925 [n. d.], Vol. 2 in the 
unpublished collected edition of Rogers' weekly articles in the W i H 
Rogers Memorial Library Collection, p. 82. 



13 

1 5 

16 

1 7 

23. 

49 

Will Rogers, Will Roqers' Daily Teleqrams, Volume 1, p. 227. 

Ibid., p. 24. 

Ibid., p. 226. 

Will Rogers, Convention Articles of Will Rogers, p. 113. 

Will Rogers, Will Roqers' Daily Teleqrams, Volume 1, pp. 26, 

i^ Will Rogers, Weekly Articles, 1924-1925 [Pecember 13, 1925], 
Vol. 2 in the unpublished collected edition of Rogers' weekly articles 
in the W i H Rogers Memorial Library Collection, p. 236. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

William Pen Adair Rogers, known to the world simply as W i H Rogers, 

enjoyed a widespread popularity during his lifetime. He made the world 

available to the common man by touring and then reporting his findings 

to the general public. He seldom wrote of incidents he had not experi-

enced firsthand or of people he had not met. 

In critical discussions of Rogers, the writer with whom he is most 

often compared is Mark Twain. They have similarities of background 

and of style, and the works of each are unusually voluminous. One 

critic says this of Rogers: 

Although Will wrote sustained humor for over sixteen 
years, paradoxical1y enough he seemed incapable of creating 
long pieces of humorous writing. The quality of his humor 
was at its best in his short, daily column which expressed 
clearly, wittily, and concisely what millions of his readers 
had been thinking vaguely. His longer columns show a lack 
of unity and structure when compared to the essays and books 
of Bill Nye, Mark Twain, and Martin Dooley. A11 of these 
humorists were capable of developing a theme into an inte-
grated expression in which the humor of the part was always 
subordinated to the humor of the whole. Fredrick Van de 
Water, literary critic of the New York Herald Tribune, 
noted this difference in comparing Will with Mark Twain: 
"In sustained work, Will Rogers is infinitely the inferior 
of Clemens. He is by nature a paragraphsr, speaking his 
comments upon the foolishness of mortals instead of writing 
it. . . . Page by page there can be no comparison between 
Rogers and Twain. But paragraph by paragraph will not 
always bring the elder humorist the victcry, There is no 
one, we think, who can say so much in so few words as Will 
Rogers." The same quality in WiH's writing has also been 
noted by others: Wi11 Rogers wrote good paragraphs but did 
not have the capability of writing a good book.^ 
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Many times Rogers' remarks contain humor, but they do not all 

produce laughter. Some of his remarks amuse the reader inwardly, some 

producs a smile, and a few evoke audible laughter. Rogers was well 

aware of the variety of responses elicited by the different treatments 

of material. 

He would devour the newspapers for hours at a t ime, t ry ing 
to work out a humorous angle to the day's news, for he had 
discovered that people would laugh more readi ly at what had 
happened that day than they would at a stereotyped joke 
wr i t ten by a gag w r i t e r . "A joke don' t have to be near as 
funny i f i t ' s up to date," he observed. "So tha t ' s how I 
learned that my own s t u f f , serving only s t r i c l y f resh- la id 
jokes, as you might say, goes bet ter , than anything e lse," 
He found, too, i f what he said was based on fact--exagg6r-
atsd s l i g h t l y in ths t 6 l l i n g - - t h e audience l iked i t even 
bet ter . And he concluded, about th is t ime, that he d idn ' t 
r ea l l y care for the jokes that got the biggest laughs--
jokes that were "generally as broad as a house and require 
no thought at a11." What he preferred was the s ly , subtle 
l i ne that made people think and prompted those in the 
audience to nudge the i r fr iends and say, "He's r igh t about 
t ha t , you know." As Wil l to ld an interviewer, " I would 
rather have you do that than to have you 1augh--and then 
forget the next minute what i t was you laughed a t . " ^ 

Wi l l Rogers is the last in the l ine of crackerbox philosophers/ 

l i t e r a r y comedians. America has become more urban since his time. 

No s imi lar comedian has been able to capture national at tent ion since 

the death of Wi l l Rogers. Many of the comedians who began working dur-

ing Rogers' l i f e t ime and many of those working now have pursued a vein 

of black humor.^ Jenkin Lloyd Jones, editor of the Tulsa Tribune, sums 

up the s i t u a t i o n : 

Wi l l Rogers is dead. We are far into the era of sick 
humor. We are intr igued with the put-down. We applaud a 
bald i n s u l t . And as our laughter has grown more vicious 
our i nc l i na t i on has grown to go for each other 's throats. 

Wi l l Rogers would have had none of t h i s . He would 
have unst i f fed us. Even as he had us laughing at the 
shortcomings of our enemies he wouid have had us contem-
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plating our own. Out of this flows balance, proportion 
and the milk of human kindness. 

The world needs a new Will,'* 

Rogers published a body of work which has come to be recognized 

as a part of the crackerbox philosopher/literary comedian tradition 

in the United States. At present the W i H Rogers Memorial Commission 

and Oklahoma State University are preparing scholarly, authoritative 

editions of Rogers' works. Future students will find research on 

Rogers much easier because of this work. This study came at a diffi-

cult time.because only the first eight of the at least sixteen proposed 

volumes are finished and available. Much of the material used in this 

thesis is still available only at the Will Rogers Memorial in Claremore, 

Oklahoma. 

Will Rogers' body of work offers a wide variety of possibilities 

for further study. To date, no one has analyzed Rogers' commentaries 

on such famous personalities as the Fergusons, John Nance Garner, Amon 

G. Carter, Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Rogers is noted as a humorist, but his serious writings also invite 

critical consideration, because some of them are quite beautiful and 

eloquent. It would also be worthwhile to evaluate Rogers' impact and 

effect in foreign countries, since he was a world traveler. Another 

possibility would be to check the feasibility of using the scholarly, 

glossed editions of Rogers' works to teach the history of, the impetus 

for, the beginning of, and early years of the Depression. These sug-

gestions by no means exhaust the possibilities for the study of the 

works of Will Rogers. 
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Chaptfîr I of this study established Rogers in the literary tradi-

tion of Artemus Ward and Mark Twain. It also suggested the unusual 

size of the corpus of Rogers' writings. Finally, it defined the limits 

of the present study. 

Chapter II provided some of the biographical background for Rogers 

and sketched the development of his career. It also provided some in-

sight into the development of his own distinctive style of humor, 

Chapter III introduced the criteria and terminology used in this 

study. 

Chapter IV provided the main body of this study. It applied the 

criteria to Rogers' writings about Texas. This criteria can be applied 

to a11 of Rogers' writings where many more examples of each critsrion 

can be found. 

Chapter V was a brief summary of the entire thesis. It also con-

tained recommendations for possible further study of Rogers' works. 
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Chapter V 

^ Alworth, p. 121. 

^ Ketchum, p. 139. 

^ Bier , pp. 197-199; B la i r , pp. 306-308. 

Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Pref . , Letters of a Self-Made Diplomat 
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BOOKS BY WILL ROGERS: 

1. The Peace Conference 

2. Prohib i t ion 

3. Wi l l Roqers' I H i t e r a t e 
Diqest 

4. Letters of a Self-Made 
Diplomat To His 
President 

Date 

1919 

1919 

1924 

No. 
Articles 

No. Orig. 
Manuscripts 

1 

1 

1926 

5. There's Not A Bathinq 
Suit In Russia 

6. Ether and Me 

1927 

1929 

1 

1 

ARTICLES: 

"Weekly Articles" 
(Sunday Feature in 
McNaught Syndicate) 

"Daily Telegrams" 
(Daily Feature in 
McNaught Syndicate) 

"The Worst Story I've 
Heard Today" 

(McNaught Syndicate) 

"Political Convention 
Articles" 

(McNaught Syndicate) 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES: 

SATURDAY EVENING POST 

last week in 1922 
thru Aug. 1935 

1926-1935 

1925-1927 

1920, 1924, 
1928, 1932 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1932 

667 

2861 

511 

58 

535 
(typewritten) 

28 (typed) 
6 Neg. copies 

409 (typed) 
10 undated 

42 (typed) 

12 
4 
7 
2 
6 
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LIFE 

Date 

1928 

No. 
Articles 

No. Orig. 
Manuscripts 

25 

MISC 12 

INTRODUCTION TO BOOKS: 

Trails Plowed Under 
by Charles Russell 1927 

Good Medicine 
by Charles Russell 1930 

Annie Oakley, Woman at Arms 
by Riley Cooper 1927 

Round the World in Eight 
Days by Post å Gatty 1931 

Fashion in Foods by 
Beverly H i l l s Women's Club 1931 

My Life Is In Your Hands 
by Eddie Cantor 

Roping by Chester Byers 

MISCELLANEOUS NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLES 

RADIO BROADCASTS TRANSCRIPTIONS 

E. R. Squibb & Sons 

Gulf Oil Company 

Special Broadcasts 

SPEECHES OTHER THAN RADIO 
(Notes) 

1928 

1928 

1916-1932 

; 

1930 

1933-1935 

1914-1935 

25+ 

13 

53 

13 

47 

(typed) 

(typed) 

45+ 

500+ 

ADS: 

Bull Durham Ads 
(Kastor & Sons) 

Goodyear Ads 

1925-1926 

1928 

266+ 10+ 

5 
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Movie Ads for Studio Papers 
(Goldwyn Clip Sheets, etc) 

ORIGINAL NOTES FOR ARTICLES 
AND SPEECHES 

UNPUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS 

MOVIES BY WILL ROGERS 
(he made more than 72 
mov i es) 

LETTERS (BY_ WILL ROGERS AND 
TO WILL ROGERS & FAMILY 
CORRES.) 

Date 
No. No. Orig. 

Articles Manuscripts 

25-

1000 

25+ 

14 Si lent 17 with sound 
(16 mm) 

1900-1935 500+ 
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Explanation of Readers Theatre Script 

The ressarch on the thesis topic, "Humor in the Writings of 

W i H Rogers," unearthed the magnituds of matsrial involved. As a 

Speech Communication project and as a means of reducing Rogers' body 

of work to a workable amount, a readers theatre production svolved. 

The production ran from April 6 to April 9, 1978 in the Mass Communi-

cation Auditorium. The script, appended here, contains little material 

found in the body of the thesis, and it offers more examples of the 

criteria discussed in the body of the paper as well as a Tiore colorful 

biography of Rogers and some of his serious '.vriting. The sc ̂ ipt shows 

the initial work done on the writings of Will Rogers and proved the 

need for further limitation of the thesis topic 

The thesis topic was selectsd early in November of 1977. The 

readers theatre production was approved for the next spring and work 

began in mid-November on the rsading of Rogsrs' writings and Rogsrs' 

biography, Books by Rogers which were covered included Ether and Me 

or "Just Relax," The II1iterate Digest, Letters of a Self-Made Diplomat 

To His President, The Cowboy Philosopher on Prohibition, T'ns Cowboy 

Philosopher on The Peace Conference, There's Not a Bathinq Suit in 

Russia and Other Bare Facts, Convention Articles of Will Roqers, and 

The Autobiography of Will Rogers (edited by Donald Day), The biographi-

cal material covered included W i H Roqers: His Wi^e's Story by Betty 

Blake Rogers, Will Roqers: The Man and His Times by Ricnard M. Ketcnun^,, 

Our Wi11 Rogers by Homer Croy, and Will Rogers: People of Dsstiny by 

Kenneth G. Richards. 
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One criterion for limiting this abundance of material was to elimi-

nate all material which required vast historical knowledgs, ths poorsr 

work, ths more often quotsd matsrial, and the mors famous anscdotss 

on Rogers. This limiting still Isft an overly large amount of material 

to work with. Finally, the limiting came down to personal preference 

and items which fit together in some cohesive manner, As the script 

evolved, it became evident that a better method of limitation had to 

be found for the thesis work. 

The script is an original compilation of Will and Betty Rogers' 

writings. It was done with the permission of the Rogers Company and 

Will Rogers, Jr. It has a cast of three readers: two male readers 

and one female reader. In the script, Will is a male reader, MR is 

a male reader, and FR is a female reader. 
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I REMEMBER WILL 
A Readers Theatre Script 

Compiled from the Writings of 
Will and Betty Rogers 

MR -"Why don't you write the story of your life, W i H ? 

WILL-Do the story of my life!"^ 

MR -"It was quite by accident that gum chewing became a part of Will's 

early vaudeville act. He was a great baseball fan and formed firm 

friendships with many major-league players. They all chewed gum 

and he picked up the habit from them, One day he had to hurry 

to make the theater in time for a matinee and he happened at the 

moment to be chewing gum. He was still chewing it as he walked 

out on the stage to begin his act. When the audience started 

laughing, Will remembered about the gum, so he parked it on the 

proscenium arch and the audience roared with laughter. 

FR -Laughs didn't have to happen twics to Will. So, aftsr that, ths 

littls wad of gum went into his act as a standard prop. I remem-

ber there was a particularly difficult rope trick he did, so dif-

ficult, in fact, that on the first try he sometimes failed to bring 

it off. But when this happened, and he might now and then have 

deliberately let it happen, Will could always delight the audience 

by parking his wad of gum somewhere—then making a second attempt 

and going through the trick with flying colors. Eventually, of 

course, gum became so associated with Will's name that it was men-

tioned in almost everything written about him, Off-stage, however, 

Will was no inverterate gum chewer. It kept me busy trying to 
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give away a11 the cartons of gum that were sent to him by the manu-

facturers. Will didn't smoke and it was difficult for him to be 

completely stiH, If not jingling coins, hs was usuaHy chswing 

on something. But he wasn't, I'm afraid, particularly partial 

to gum--the earpieces of his glasses, rubber bands, or even paper 

clips would do."' 

WILL-"How can I write my life? I haven't lived it yet. I've got too 

much life to live before I do my memoirs. 

FR -And that was Will, He was more interested in other people and 

in what was going on around him, and too much a part of the events 

himself to sit down and write about the past. Will wasted no time 

remembering, his days were full and he took delight in the things 

he did to fill them. Few people, I think, could crowd more into 

a single day than Will. Friends used to marvel at the amount of 

work he could keep up, and without letting the work interfere with 

other things he wanted to do. 

MR -Besides his daily comment in the newspaper and a long article on 

Sunday, he often had, in his later years, dovetailing commitments 

for radio programs, motion picture work, concert tours, personal 

appearances and charity benefits. Yet he could always find time 

for a game of polo, and it was a rare evening at the ranch when 

he did not rope calves until darkness. Will had superb health, 

great physical energy and mental vitality; 

FR -and along with this, an inner serenity that was seldom ruffied. 

Thv-niinh hic whnlp 1 ifp. including those years when his activities 
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mu l t i p l i ed and eyery minute was crowded with ac t ion, he was unhur-

r i e d , and worry was unknown to him, 

WILL-If things went wrong they jus t went wrong, and I forgot 'em with 

a new day,"3 

FR -"No one ever wrote so much as a l i ne for W i l l , His material was 

en t i r e l y his own; he even did his own typing. Taking care of his 

mail was the most that was ever done for him. And he never missed 

a newspaper deadline, though i t was seldom that his a r t i c les were 

f i l e d at the telegraph o f f i ce or dropped into the mail an hour 

too soon. Most syndicate wr i ters have a r t i c les wr i t ten for weeks 

ahead, but Wi l l never d id . He carried a portable typewriter in 

the back of his car, had the facu l ty of being able to do his work 

wherever he happened to be, and always waited un t i l the last 

minute.""* 

"With a11 his ac t i v i t y - -and he played as hard as he worked--Wil1 

was never t i r e d . He had amazing recuperative powers. I f he sat 

down he relaxed completely. When he was not doing anything he 

was always res t i ng . That was W i l l ' s secret. He either worked 

at something or he rested. There was no spending of nervous energy 

in worry or the f u t i l e threshing of a problem. When he had a job 

to do, he did i t . But when the job was done he was able to turn 

o f f a faucet of energy or to turn i t in a d i f fe ren t d i rec t ion . 

He could f a l l asleep in a chair for only a few moments and wake 

up refreshed. This happy g i f t of being able to doze of f and 

snatch a b i t of sleep anywhere, anytime, no matter what the c i r -
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cumstances, was one thing that enabled him to maintain the heavy 

schedules he set himself." 

-"Because W i H was careless about his speech, just as he was care-

less about his dress and careless about his manners, some people 

believe that he was a poor, uneducated cowboy who struggled to 

the heights from obscure beginnings. W i H , of course, did not 

have a college education, but that was only because he would not 

to to school; his difficulties grew out of temperment and not out 

of environment. As for his being a poor boy, the truth is that, 

as the only surviving son of an indulgent fatner, Will had svery-

thing he wanted. He had spending money and the best string of 

cow ponies in the country. No boy in the Indian Territory had 

more than Uncle Clem's boy."^ 

FR -Soapsuds was an example of Will's desire to own good roping horses. 

As a boy his father indulged this want, and his love for horses 

carried throughout his life. "I remember his telling us one time 

about a fine roping horse he had purchased. A few days later 

Soapsuds arrived, and Will was quite indignant when we all laughed 

at the speckled old pony. Will was quick to defend him; 

WILL-It's what a horse can do, not how he looks. 

FR -Soapsuds was a flaky roan, what the Mexicans call a sabino. Will 

always loved the old pony. From the time the horse arrived on 

the ranch until the day W i H left for Alaska, I think I am safe 

in saying that there was not a single day when he was at home 
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that Will did not ride or rope on Soapsuds. 

WILL-Soapsuds is nearly twenty years old, but he can hold his own in 

any calf-roping contest."^ 

FR -Will often spoke his mind. This liberty and his casualness of 

dress often caused me great worry. I tried to change him, but 

it was no use. Once after he'd spoken on some political figure, 

"I was upset and confided to our minister that I was sorry Will 

had said what he had, and that I thought he should be a little 

more tactful in the future. 

MR -Leave that boy alone, He knows what he's doing. He's doing a 

good job, and don't you try to change him. 

FR -I had the same advice a few years later from another wise and 

understanding man. We were living in California then. The 

children had been ill. Dr. William A. Edwards was their physi-

cian and was in the house one night when Will came home from the 

studio. He was going to a dinner given in honor of the Mayor 

of Los Angeles and I had hopefully laid out a clean shirt and a 

freshly pressed suit on his bed. But Will had a rule. He dressed 

only once a day. After his bath in the morning, he put on a clean 

shirt, and that bath and that shirt had to last him through the 

evening, no matter what came up. But tonight was the Mayor's 

dinner and I felt it was worth a struggle. 

WILL-What's wrong with this suit? 
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MR -brushing the lapels of his coat and straightening his t i e and 

c o l l a r . 

WILL-This s h i r t ' s clean. I jus t put i t on th is morning. 

FR - I kept arguing for the f reshly pressed su i t . Final ly WiH said, 

WILL-Blake, 

FR -Wi l l always cal led me tha t , my maiden name, 

WILL-Blake, I wish you'd l e t me alone, 

FR -and \/ery quickly he slammed the door and was gone. Doctor Edwards 

had heard i t a l l , and he said to me, 

MR -Now, young lady, you leave WiH the way he i s . We l i ke him that 

way. We don' t want him dressed up l i ke the rest of us."° 

FR -While I was concerned about what he said and looked l i k e , some 

c r i t i c named Percy was af ter Wil l about his table mannsrs, and 

Wi l l thought tabls manners were mainly common sense. 

WILL-"Percy, you say you learned to eat Soup from a Head Waiter. Wel l , 

I admit my ignorance; I never saw a head waiter eat Soup. Down 

in Oklahoma where I come from, we won't l e t a head waiter eat at 

our Table, even i f we had a head waiter, which we haven't. I f 

I remember r i g h t , I think i t was my Mother taught me what l i t t l e 

she knew of how I should eat, because i f we had had to wait j n t i l 

we sent and got a head waiter to show us, we would have a l l starveci 

to death. And as far as your saying that anything of subtlety 
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would escape me, that I also admit. But as for me being too Dumb 

to get the idea of 'the Soup plate being tipped away and not 

toward one,' that's not Etiquette, that's just Self Portsction. 

As bad as you plats tippsrs want all you can gst, you don't want 

it in your lap."^ 

FR -No matter what his appearance or his manners or his way of talking, 

MR -the Saturday Eveninq Post saw fit to send Will to Europe in 1926 

to report what was happening. Will sent his reports back to 

President Coolidge. 

WILL-"My Dear President: A matter come up which I think is of the 

gravest importance, and I think you should know of it, as it 

is things of importance that I know you want me to find out for 

you. Well, I said I would like to get a passport to go to Europe; 

FR -Hers is the application and here is an affadavid that someone that 

we know will swear that they know of your birth, and you wi11 have 

to produce your Birth Certificate. 

WILL-Well, I told her Lady I have no birth certificate; and as for some-

one here in New York that was present at my birth and can swear 

to it, I am afraid that will be rather difficult. 

FR -Haven't you somebody here that was there? 

WILL-I have no one here in New York that witnessed that historical 

event, and I doubt very much if even in Oklahoma I could produce 

any great amount of witnesses. My Parents are dead, Our old 
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Family Doctor, bless his old heart, is no more. So what would 

you advise for me doin so? I remember a prsacher oncs rsmarking 

to us just before a collection that 

MR -We must be born again. 

WILL-I dident take it so literally until now. He had evidently been 

to Europe. You see, in the early days of the Indian Territory 

where I was born there was no such things as Birth Certificates. 

You being there was certificate enough. We generally took it for 

granted if you were there you must have at some time been born, 

In fact that is about the only thing we dident dispute. While 

you were going through the trouble of getting a birth certificate 

you could be raising another child. Having a certificate of being 

born was like wearing a raincoat in the water over a bathing suit. 

I have no doubt if my folks had had the least premonition at my 

birth that I would some day wander any further than a cow can 

stray, they would have made provisions for a proof of birth. The 

only place we ever had to get a Passport for in those days was 

to go in to Kansas. And I looked to have the average amount of 

intellligence of a child of my age and they knew that I would 

never want to go to Kansas. Well, then the girl finally compro-

mised by saying, 

FR -Who here in New York knew your Parents? We know you, Mr. Rogers, 

but it's a form that we have to go through with before you can 

get the passport. We have to have proof that you are an Amsrican 

Citizen. 
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WILL-That was the f i r s t time I had ever been cal led on to prove tha t . 

Here my Father and Mother were both one-eighth Cherokee Indians 

and I have been on the Cherokee r o l l s since I was named, and my 

family had l ived on one ranch for 75 years. But jus t offhand, 

how was I going to show that I was born in America? The English 

that I spoke had none of the earmarks of the Mayflower. 

FR -Are you in Who's Who? 

WILL-My Lord, I am not even in the New York Telephone d i rec tory , and 

that is perhaps without a doubt the most ordinary co l lec t ion of 

humans ever assembled in America. Would you suggest waiting for 

a Passport un t i l I have done something to get into Who's Who? 

I f you do, I can see my t r i p to Europe fading. I w i l l be dead 

of old age bfore making that Press sheet. But I was advised: 

FR -Go ahead and make out your appl icat ion and have a Picture of your-

se l f made. 

WILL-She directed me to a place around there where I could get one 

taken quick. Wel l , that was the way I wanted one taken--quick. 

I took the Pictures back and they pasted two of them on the pass-

port and sa id , 

FR -$10.00 please. 

WILL-You see, with the application it cost you SlO.OO to get out. In 

other words, they bet you $10.00 that you can leave the Country 

and you like a fool bet them that you can't. It's like betting 
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a L i fe Insurance Co. that you w i l l d i e , when they have eyery 

avai lab le information from Doctors and everybody that you w i l l 

l i v e . I f i t looks l i ke you w i l l d ie , they won't bet you. 

FR -Now how about th is sworn statement of someone who knows your 

Parents? 

WILL-Here is what I was up against; I not only couldn' t prove that 

I was an American but I couldn' t think of any other American in 

New York to vouch for me. I t was as hard to f ind an American in 

New York as i t was to get a Passport. I to ld the Lady, ' I f you 

think I wasent born here and w i l l name me the country that you 

think I was born i n , I w i l l be glad to go there. I t makes no par-

t i cu l a r di f ference to me where I go, so i f you w i l l just t e l l me 

where I might have or iginated from, why, that w i l l be my destina-

t i o n . ' You see, I was doing a l l in my power to be agreeable. So 

I f i n a l l y went to a f r iend of mine--the General Manager for Mr. 

Florenz Ziegfeld and I to ld him my troubles, 

MR -Why, sure I knew your Father w e l l , and I know that you are an 

American. Not 100 per cent ones l i ke the Rotarray's and Kiawan-

ises and Lions, but enough to pay taxes. 

WILL-Now he had newer been west of the Hudson River in his l i f e and 

my Father had never been east of the Miss iss ipp i , so i t was 

rea l l y one of the longest distance acquaintanceships on record. 

I thought i t was funny he had never mentioned knowing Father 

before to me. A11 he had ever spoken to me about was reductions 
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of Salaries. Anyways I hope nothing comes of it in the way of 

hanging or shooting my friend. So I took his statement back and 

they won by $10.00. If you Foreigners think it is hard to get 

in here, you ain't seen nothing. You ought to be an American and 

try to get out once. So as one Ocean traveler says to another. 

Bon Voyage Calvin, Yours as Ever. Will Rogers. P. S. Have you 

done anything for the Farmers yet?"^° 

FR -"Will observed that wheat had gone up, but without doing the 

farmer any good, 

WILL-He had sold his wheat early because he had to get something to 

eat. It was just like someone telling you the big price they got 

for your house after you had been foreclosed out of it on a Mort-

gage. Steak on the Plate went up. Steak on the Hoof went down. 

Prosperity remained with them that had,"^^ 

FR -Will was in sympathy with the common man because despite his 

world travels he too was just a simple, common man. He didn't 

take on the manners or the talk of the rich folks. 

MR -"Of the big word and the strange word, Will was always leary. 

WILL-I got me a dictionary one time, but it didn't last long. It was 

like looking in a telephone book. I never called up anybody in 

my life if I had to look up their number. Nobody is worth looking 

through all those numbers for, and that's the way it was with my 

dictionary. I could write the articles while I was trying to see 

what the word meant. But here's one good thing about language, 
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there is always a short word for i t . 'Course the Greeks have a 

word for i t , the d ic t ionary has a word for i t , but I believe in 

using your own word for i t . I love words but I don't l i ke strange 

ones. You don' t understand them, and they don't understand you. 

01d words is l i k e old fr iends--you know 'em the minute you see 

'em." " I have had a Senator (who can take the poorest arguments 

the World and dress them up in perfect English and sel l them) af ter 

hearing my Act on stage, say: 

MR -Wi l l iam, 

WILL-that's English for W i l l , 

MR -Wi l l iam, I could not comprehend a word of the language you spoke, 

but you do Masticate uncompromisingly excel lent. 

WILL-A11 Wrigley had was an Idea. He was the f i r s t man to discover 

that the American Jaws must wag. So why not give them something 

to wag against? That is put in a kind of Shock Absorber. I f i t 

wasn't for Chewing Gum, Americans would wear thei r teeth o f f jus t 

h i t t i n g them against each other. Every Scient is t has been f igu r -

ing out who the d i f f e ren t races descended from. I don't know 

about the other Tr ibes, but I do know that the American Race 

descended from the Cow. And Wrigley was smart enough to furnish 

the Cud. He has made the whole World chew for Democracy. That's 

why th is subject touches me so deeply. I have chewed more Gum 

than any l i v i n g Man. My Act on the Stage deoended on the grade 

of Gum I chewed. Lots of my readers have seen me and perhaps 
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noted the poor qua l i ty of my jokes on that par t icu lar n ight . Now 

I was not personally responsible for that . I jus t happened to 

h i t on a poor piece of Gum. One can' t always go by the brand. 

There j us t may be a poor s t ick of Gum in what otherwise may be 

a perfect package. I t may look l i ke the others on the outside 

by a f te r you get warmed up on i t , why you w i l l f ind that i t has 

a flaw in i t . And hence my act would suf fer . I have always main-

tained that big Manufacturers of America's greatest necessity 

should have a Taster--a man who personally t r i es eyery Piece of 

Gum put out. Now lo ts of People don't f igure the last ing qual i ty 

of Gum. Why, I have had Gum that wouldn't last you over hal f a 

day, while there are others which are l i ke Wine--they improve with 

age. I h i t on a cer ta in piece of Gum once, which I used to park 

on the Mirror of my dressing room after each show. Why, you don't 

know what a pleasure i t was to chew that gum. I t had a k ick, or 

spring to i t , that you don't f ind once in a thousand Packages. 

I have always thought i t must have been made for Wrigley himself, 

And say, what jokes I thought of while chewing that Gum! Zieg-

fe ld himself couldn' t understand what had put such l i f e and Humor 

in to my work. Then one night i t was sto len, and another piece 

was subst i tuted in i t s place, but the minute I started in to work 

on th is other Piece I knew that someone had made a switch. I 

knew th is was a Fake. I hadn't been out on the Stage 3 minutes 

u n t i l ha l f of the audience was asleep and the other half were 

hissing me. There is lots to be said for Gum. This pet Piece 

of mine I afterwards learned had been stolsn by a Fol l iss Show 
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G i r l , who two weeks la ter Married an Oil M i l l ionaire."" '^ 

MR - I n sp i te of his neglect of grammar and sps l l i ng , and his occa-

sional downright carslsssnsss in making himsslf c lsar , Wil l could 

wr i te beau t i fu l l y and well when he chose. His introduct ion t o ' 

T ra i l s Plowed Under, a posthumously published book wr i t ten by the 

cowboy a r t i s t Charley Russell , has been called 'one of the most 

beau t i fu l l y simple, most moving and lovable t r ibutes that ever 

was penned in memory of a departed comrade.' 

WILL-Hello Charley old hand, how are you? I jus t thought I would drop 

you a l i ne and t e l l you how things are working on the old range 

since you l e f t . 01 d Timer, you don't know how we miss you, Gee 

but i t ' s been lonesome since you l e f t , There a i n ' t much news here 

to t e l l you. But af ter we realized that you had roHed your Bed 

and gone, i t sure would a done your old hide good to a seen what 

they al1 thought of you. Why you old Rascal you would a thought 

you was somebody. You never was much for swelling up, but I te l 1 

you your old hat band would be busted i f you had heard. I t was 

wonderful Charley, and i t did please your old fr iends that the 

world recognized you. But somehow that d idn ' t seem to repay us. 

I t wasn't what you had done, i t wasn't because you could paint 

a horse and a cow and a cowboy better than any man that ever 

l i v e d , I don' t know, i t was jus t you Charley. We want you here 

i f you couldn' t whitewash a fence. But we a11 know you are get-

t ing along f i ne , You wi 11 get along f ine anywhere. You wiH run 

onto my old Dad up there Charley. For he was a real Cowhand, and 
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you will pop onto some well kept ranch house over under some cool 

shady trees and you will be asked to have dinner, and it will be 

the best one you ever had in your life. Well, when you are a 

thanking the women folks, you just tel1 the sweet looking little 

old lady that you knew her boy back on an outfit you used to rep 

for, and tell the daughters that you knew their brother, and if 

you see a cute looking little rascal running around there, kiss 

him for me. Well can't write you any more Charley, dam paper's 

a11 wet. It must be raining in this old bunk house. Course we 

are all just hanging on hers as long as we can. I don't know why 

we hate to go, we know it's better there. Maby it's because we 

haven't done anything that will live after we are gons."^'^ 

MR -The small boy Will wanted Charley to kiss was the son Betty and 

Will lost some year before. Will loved him dearly as he did all 

the Rogers children. "Will's love of children didn't end with 

his own, he loved a11 children. 

WILL-I am mighty glad that so many people in America are taking up the 

children work. I used to think there might be some chance of get-

ting our Government interested in it, but that was hoping too much. 

Being a Ranchman and a Farmer and also a child owner, I have often 

wished when one of my children got sick I could wire or call up 

some Government expert and have him come look after them. Like 

I can do if one of my cows or pigs gets some disease. If your 

fertilizer is not agreeing with your land the Government will send 

a specialist, but if the food is not agreeing with Baby, why we 
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have to find out the matter ourselves, and lots of times Parents 

mean wel1 but they don't know much. So I am glad that you people 

are interested in children. Course they are a lot of troubls but 

we just don't seem to be smart enough to find something that would 

be less trouble that would replace them. It's not a bad idea who-

ever thought of doing something for the children. If it works 

out and you improve them, I w i H send you mine."^^ 

FR -Will's concern for children was an example of his great love for 

them, but then Will liked all people. 

MR -"In 1899, my cousin Will Rogers was running his father's ranch. 

He heard one day that a farmer had killed one of the steers, so 

he decided to investigate the crime personally. Will and I 

saddled up and rode across the range to the farmer's sod cabin. 

The farmer was out when we arrived, but his gaunt tired wife in-

vited us in, A heavy rain had come up during our journey, and 

we were soaked to the skin. A half-dozen underfed children with 

large sad eyes peeked around a corner as we dried ourselves be-

fore the fire. The family lived under the harshest conditions 

of poverty. The cabin had an earthen floor, sod walls, and a sod 

roof supported by a latticework of crude poles. The whole family 

was poorly clothed and the cabin had almost no furnishing. When 

at last the farmer came in, he greeted us with a surprised hello 

as he removed his drenched outer clothing. Then he mentioned that 

the rain had prevented him from butchering his steer. The animal , 

he said, had broken down his fence and was eating his crops in a 
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little garden where he was trying to grow vegetables for his 

family. He did not know Will or me, and Will did not mention 

that the steer belonged to him. Because the rain continued, the 

farmer invited us to spend the night. That evening, as rain 

splashed in growing puddles outside, Will entertained the family 

with stories and news. Visitors seldom came to the little cabin, 

and the family listened with rapt attention. By morning, the rain 

had stopped. The farmer's wife made us a hot breakfast of fried 

salt pork and 'Texas' coffee, made in a tin can. Then the farmer 

went off to finish his butchering and .the children stood in the 

yard yelling good-bye to us, As we rode homeward, I gave Will 

a mock sneer and said, 'I thought you were going to tear that 

nester apart for killing your steer.' 

WILL-When I saw how little those poor folks had, I wished they had 

killed two steers. Spi, I didn't lose that steer. I traded it 

for a little human happiness. There are millions of steers in 

the world but human happiness is kinder scarce."'^ 

FR -He was also a family man who took pride in any member of his 

family. 

WILL-"I have two sisters living. And I could not speak of any church 

without bringing in the work these two sisters have done in the 

little town where they both live. It's Chelsea, Oklahoma, which 

means nothing in your life, but it has meant a lot to people who 

have lived in association with them. They helped build the 

Methodist church, the first church there. They have helped every 
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movement that they knew was for the best upbuilding of the i r com-

munity. They have each raised a large family of boys and g i r l s , 

who are today a c red i t to the i r community. They don't think they 

are doing good out of the ordinary. They do good simply because 

they don' t know any other thing to do. Today, as I wr i te t h i s , 

I am out in Oklahoma among my people, my Cherokee people, who 

don' t expect a laugh for everything I say. My s is ter has passed 

away, But she had l ived such a l i f e that i t was a privelege to 

pass away. Death d i dn ' t scare her. I t was only an episode in 

her l i f e . I f you l i ve r i g h t , death is a joke to you, so far as 

fear is concerned. And on the day that I am supposed to wr i te 

a humorous a r t i c l e , I am back home at the funeral of my s i s te r . 

I can ' t be funny. I don' t want to be funny. Even Mr. Ziegfeld 

don ' t want me to be funny. I to ld him I wanted to go. He said, 

MR - I would hate you i f you d i d n ' t . 

WILL-Another f r iend sa id , 

FR -Go home where you want to be and where you ought to be. 

WILL-I to ld W. C. Fields. 

MR -Go on. I w i l l do something to f i H i n . 

WILL-I have jus t today witnessed a funeral tha t , for real sorrow and 

real a f f ec t i on , I don' t think w i l l ever be surpassed anywhere. 

They came in eyery mode of conveyance, on foo t , in buggies, horse-

back, wagons, cars and t r a i n s , and there wasn't a soul that came 
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that she hadn't helped or favored at one time or another. Some 

uninformed newspapers printed: 

MR -Mrs. C. L. Lane, sister of the famous comedian, W i H Rogers. 

WILL-It's the other way around. I am the brother of Mrs. C. L. Lane, 

the friend of humanity. And I want to tell you that, as I saw 

a11 those people who were there to pay tribute to her memory, it 

was the proudest moment of my life that I was her brother. And 

a11 the honors that I could ever in my wildest dreams hope to 

reach would never equal the honor paid on a little Westsrn prairis 

hilltop, among her people, to Maude Lane. If they love me 1 ike 

that at my finish, my life will not have been in vain."*^ 

FR -Will wasn't so solemnly serious very often. He was more at home 

joking with people, even when he had something serious he wanted 

to get across. 

MR -"Will knew when to temper his jibes. And though Unitsd Statss 

Prssidsnts usualTy cams in for a good bit of his ribbing, it was 

seldom that he was misunderstood or that anyone took offense. 

WILL-You can always kid a big man. I generally hit the fellow on top 

because it's not fair to hit a man when he's down, 

MR -Will always felt that everyone knew it was all in fun, and the 

last thing he wanted to do was to offend, hurt or embarrass any-

one. 

WILL-"You may have read in the Papers last year 
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MR -Diplomatic Relations strained between President Harding and some 

Will Rogers' Jokes on Administration 

WILL-Now, I want to say that nothing was farther from the truth. That 

was simply newspaper stuff. It was reported that he couldn't stand 

Jokes about the Administration. Why, he had a great sense of Humor 

and could stand a11 the jokes ever told about him or his Policies. 

The first time I met him in the White House, he repeated to me 

a lot of jokes that I had told away before. And I told him then: 

'Now Mr. Harding, I don't want you to think I am hard on you--

all, You know I told some pretty hard onss on ths Dsmocrats whsn 

they were in; in fact I think I told funnier ones on the Democrats, 

as they were doing funnier things.' I explained to him that it 

would not be fair to the Democrats to kid them while they were 

down, but the minute they get their head above Water again I will 

take a whack at them. No, I don't think I ever hurt any man's 

feelings by my little gags. I know I never willfully did it. 

When I have to do that to make a living I will quit, I may not 

have always said just what they would have liked me to say but 

they knew it was meant in good nature."^^ 

MR -A critic who fell under Will's scrutiny got a dose of his good 

natured humor. 

FR -"These Critics have been interviewing Actors for years. And none 

of the interviews have even been right, because they never told 

the truth. Of course they couldn't tell the truth about alot of 

them, If they had it would have put them out of business. But 
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they t r i ed to be so kind to them and t e l l a11 the noble deeds that 

at the f i n i s h they had los t more fr iends that they had gained by 

the interv iew. 

WILL-But I f igured there was something interest ing about a C r i t i c 

Why, there are sc ient is ts that spend a l i f e time studying a Toad. 

Now, I might not f ind out as much as these Toad experts but I am 

going to look one of these Cr i t i cs over at short range. So I 

picked out the Male of the Species as they are not as Venomous 

as the Females, 

FR -Act I . Dressing Room of a New York theater--Enter man made up 

as a C r i t i c Gray s u i t , leather buttons, black f e l t hat on up-

side down, index f inger of each hand calloused from knocking 

Actors. Smoking Pipe which is against a11 Theater ru les , but on 

account of being a c r i t i c managers can' t say anything. The smok-

ing rea l l y wasn't as bad as the Tobacco. 

WILL-I started in to interview him and he started in l i ke an Actor by 

l y i n g . So I stopped him r i gh t there and said: 'Say, th is is not 

a theat r ica l interview. I am representing the Public and I want 

the real dope on C r i t i c s . ' Where were you born? Even a Cr i t i c 

has to be born. 

MR - I was born in San Francisco in 18-- . 

WILL-Never mind when you were born--the reading public can t e l l by your 

jokes how old you are. Why were you born? 

MR -No answer. 
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WILL-Well, i f you can ' t think of a reason neither can I , so we wi 11 

l e t that question go. Did Frisco ever f ind out that you were born 

there? 

MR -Yes. 

WILL-Is that why you l e f t there? 

MR -No answer. 

WILL-When did you f i r s t show symptoms of becoming a c r i t i c ? 

MR -When I had lost my job at everything else. 

WILL-Didn't you t e l l your folks and d idn ' t they have anything done for 

you to cure th is? 

MR - I was a f ra id to t e l l them. 

WILL-Who gave you your f i r s t job Cr i t ic ing? 

MR -William Randolph Hearst. 

WILL-Why did he give it to you? 

MR -He heard me play the Banjo. 

WILL-He heard you play the Banjo and gave you a job as a Critic. I 

suppose if he saw me throw a rope he would make me a Society 

Editor? 

MR -Oh, but it is not for my Banjoing that he keeps me now, its for 

my writings. 
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WILL-Oh, he has forgot that you taught him to play the Ban jo - tha t ' s 

why you s t i H work for him? 

MR -No, i t s my wr i t i ngs . You see he took me from Frisco to :Jew York 

and put me on the New York Journal. 

WILL-What makes a Dramatic Cr i t i c? 

MR -Two free Seats a Night on the I s l e . 

WILL-Is i t t rue that i t is the only business in the World with abso-

l u t e l y no qua l i f i ca t ions? 

MR -Yes; next to being a comedian with a Ziegfeld Show i t s the only 

thing that requires no t ra in ing . 

WILL-Don't you f ind a great many people that think they are Cr i t ics? 

MR -Yes, but I f ind yery few that get paid for i t . 

WILL-Do you believe in Constructive Crit icism? 

MR -No, I believe in Entertaining Cr i t i c ism. 

WILL-Do you get many le t te rs kicking on your opinion? 

MR -Oh, yes; quite a few. 

WILL-In that way you can tell just how many read it, can't you? Now 

you Critics having never tried it, you don't realize just how hard 

it is to be an Actor. 

MR -Yes, the more plays we see the more we realize it. 
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WILL-Now, you say you have worked for Mr. Hearst twenty-five years for 

teaching him the Banjo. Do you think I could interest him in a 

Base Drum? I hammer a mean Blues on one of those things. 

MR -You might snare him with that. It takes two heads to make a drum. 

WILL-Now, Dear Readers—both of you—if this little interview has made 

you feel more kindly toward the Dramatic Critics, and has brought 

their overworked profession to the high standards to which I have 

tried to honestly picture them, my work will not have been in 

vain."2° 

FR -When Will wasn't poking fun at someone or touring or making movies 

or any one of a million other things, he was working on our home 

in Beverly Hills. "The big living room in the west end of the 

house, with its Indian blankets, saddles and ropes, tells a story 

of Will. Even the stones in the fireplace came from off the 

ranch and were selected and placed in the mantle under his direc-

tion. And hanging on the old stone chimney just over the fire-

place is a longhorn Texas steer head, a present to Will from Amon 

Carter of Fort Worth, Texas. One of the light fixtures was made 

from an old wagon wheel that he picked up on the trails back in 

the hills when he first bought the property. The old wheel no 

doubt was from a wagon that did duty when our acres were a part 

of the old Spanish grant known as Rancho Boca de Santa Monica. 

The tiger skin and black leopard were sent from Singapore by the 

Sultan of Johore, and the old wooden Indian that stands guard in 

one corner was a gift from Frank Phillips of Bartlesvi H e , 
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Oklahoma. W i l l ' s hurdy-gurdy is there, too, and his barrel of 

ropes. And tucked back under the stairway, ready to be pulled 

out into the middle of the room when Wil l wanted to rope in the 

evening, is a l i t t l e stuffed ca l f on r o l l e r s . The room has a high 

c e i l i n g . 

WILL-I raised the roof while Mrs. Rogers had gone to the Holy Land. 

She said I j us t did i t so I could rope in the house without h i t -

t ing the c e i l i n g . Wel l , maybe she was r i g h t . Anyhow, I got an 

old stuf fed ca l f in there that I get out and practice on. I am 

without a doubt the best dead-calf roper in the world, but when 

I t r y i t on a l i v e one, i t don't work. But I am death on dead 

calves."^^ 

MR -WiH was a rest less ind iv idua l , always working on his home, keep-

ing his many business ventures going, and doing the things he 

enjoyed most. One thing he rea l l y enjoyed was a rodeo. 

FR -"Of course I did not know i t was our last evening togsthsr, Ths 

Cal i forn ia night was coo l , and as we sat in the grandstand at 

Gilmore Stadium, I remember thinking there was something incon-

gruous about a rodeo under f l ood l igh ts . I missed the sunshine 

and the hot smell of c a t t l e . But Wil l was having a good time. 

Since the old Indian Ter r i to ry days when he had taken part in the 

contests, Wi l l had never lost his del ight in rodeo contests--ca1f 

roping, bull-dogging and bronc r i d i n g . Even tonight he could not 

stay away, although his bags were packed and he was taking the 

eleven o'clock plane to San Francisco on the f i r s t leg of his 
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f lTght to Alaska. S i t t i ng there in our box under the f l ood l i gh ts , 

I watched him gr in and wave to the contestants as they rode by 

on the tanbark. Wil l knew most of the boys in the show, and one 

by one, as the evening wore on, the old-timers came over to shake 

hands with him. Someone gave Wil l a l i t t l e wood-and-paper puzzle 

while we sat there. Quite unconsciously he toyed with i t through-

out the evening, I t was a mannerism I knew so we l l , and which 

was so much a part of him, His restless hands could never stay 

s t i l l . Then, when the show was over, I saw him s tu f f the puzzle 

in the pocket of his coat. The printed program went there too. 

Wi l l had a habit of keeping l i t t l e things. He nevsr playsd a 

theater without saving the program, never attended a dinner or 

banquet without bringing home the menu card. His pockets, l i ke 

those of a boy, always held t r inkets or souvenirs of one kind of 

another, That night in Los Angeles we drove from Gilmore Stadium 

to the a i r p o r t . The wait ing room was crowded and we slipped out-

side to ta lk u n t i l the plane was ready to go. Then we said good-

by, and with his overcoat over his shoulder and a r o l l of midnight 

edi t ions under his arm, Wi l l stepped aboard. The plane taxied 

down the f i e l d , turned around and came back for the take-of f . 

As the ship nosed up I caught a f lee t ing glimpse through the win-

dow--he was smi1ing--and I stood looking up at the red and green 

l i gh ts of the plane un t i l they disappeared in the darkness. Just 

ten days la ter he and Wiley Post crashed on the boggy tundras 

of Northern Alaska. An Eskimo runner brought the news to Point 

Barrow and a rescue expedition was sent out. In W i l l ' s pockets. 
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when they found him, were the stub of a penc i l , a picture of our 

daughter, cl ipped from a newspaper, a few coins, a kn i fe , a do l lar 

watch, the program of the rodeo that night, and the fragments of 

the l i t t l e wood-and-paper puzzle. 

MR -Wi l l Rogers was dead. 

FR -There were so many beauti ful letters—hundreds of them--and te le -

grams and cables from a11 over the world, People everywhere 

seemed to have known him. But I think I l iked best what one of 

his old cowboy fr iends said to me: 

MR - I can jus t shut my eyes now and see Wi l l i e on Commanche, a - r i d i n ' 

through the broom weeds with his rope in his hand and a-say in ' , 

' Come on, Jim, l e t ' s go over to Musgrove's and beat Clem and B i l l 

a - r o p i n ' . ' 

FR -Because I , too, can see the same boy--grown older, but not grown 

up; though a l i t t l e gray and a l i t t l e stout. And i t ' s not 

Comanche he's o n - - i t ' s old Soapsuds. But he s t i l l has a rope on 

his saddle and he s t i l l wants to go somewhere."^^ 

MR -"Sometimes, exhausted, he would s i t down on the edge of the stage 

with his feet dangling in the orchestra p i t , and f i n a l l y , af ter 

a few int imate remarks he would say, 

WILL-I'm t i r e d . Now, you fo lks go on out of here and go home--if you've 

got a home. You fo lks go on home- I'm t i red of messing with 

you."^^ 



94 

Footnotes to Appendix 

^ Betty Rogers, Will Roqers, p. 22. 

^ Ibid,, pp. 116-117. 

^ Ibid., pp. 22-23. 

^ Ibid., p. 24. 

^ Ibid., pp. 25-26. 

^ Ibid., pp, 28-29. 

^ Ibid,, p. 255. 

^ Ibid., pp. 172-173. 

' Ibid., pp, 225-226. 

^° Wi l l Rogers, Letters of a Self-Made Diplomat to His President, 
Joseph A. Stout, ed . , (S t i l lwa te r , Oklahoma: Oklahoma State University 
Press, 1977), pp. 10-13, 16, 

^^ Betty Rogers, Wil l Rogers, p. 226. 

'2 2bi_d., p. 294. 

3̂ will Rogers, The Illiterate Digest, Joseph A. Stout, ed., 
(StiHwater, Oklahoma: Oklahoma State University Press, 1974), pp. 
51-53. 

^̂* Betty Rogers, Will Rogers, pp. 294-297. 

^̂  Ibid., p. 178. 

i^ Kenneth G, Richards, Will Roqers: People of Destiny (Chicago: 
Childrens Press, 1968), p, 23. 

^̂  Betty Rogers, Will Rogers, pp. 179-180. 

^̂  Ibid., p. 165, 

^̂  Wi l l Rogers, The I H i t e r a t e Digest, pp. 107-108. 

20 Ibid., pp. 183-185. 

21 Betty Rogers, Will Roqers, pp. 269-270. 



95 

22 I b i d . , p . 1 1 . 

23 I b i d . , p . 137 


