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CHAPTER I 

THE EARLY YEARS 

The first inhabitants of the land that would eventually become the 

property of the Yellow House Land Company were a prehistoric sand-hill 

people. Beginning about 900 A. D. and continuing until 1700 A. D., 

these people inhabited the many caves near the headquarters of the 

Yellow House division of the X.I.T. ranch. 

The first Europeans to enter the area were the Spanish. Coronado, 

in April, 1541, set out to explore parts of Spain's vast New World domain, 

He entered Texas in what is now Parmer County and, traveling in a south-

2 
easterly direction, passed through what is now Lamb County. Juan de 

Onate became the governor of the area in 1595 and his explorations into 

3 

West Texas covered much the same ground as those of Coronado. Generally, 

from 1536 onward the West Texas region was opened for settlement by num

erous Spanish explorations. 

It was from these early Spanish explorers that the area got its 

name: Yellow House Canyon. A certain canyon several miles west of 

Orville R. Watkins, "History of Hockley County," (Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Texas Technological College, 1941), pp. 6-7. 

2 
W. A. Stephenson, "Spanish Exploration and Settlement of West 

Texas Before the 18th Century," West Texas Historical Association Year 
Book, II (June, 1926), p. 69. 

3 
Ibid., p. 75. 



Whitharral in Hockley County had high bluffs with a yellowish hue. 

When seen from a certain distance and at a certain time of the day 

these bluffs resembled the walls of a great city. It was thus dubbed 

4 
Canon Cases Amarillas, or Yellow House Canyon. 

Despite explorations on a rather large scale, the Spanish did not 

colonize in the northern portions of their domain, preferring to remain 

along the Rio Grande. There were two excellent reasons for doing this: 

water and Indians. Tree ring analysis has sho\\Tn that the West Texas 

area has had severe droughts occurring every 300 or so years, with the 

first one occurring in 1276 A. D. The second severe drought occurred 

from 1573 to 1593—the era of the greatest Spanish exploration of the 

region. Then, too, the Plains area was literally ruled by bands of 

extremely warlike Indians at this time and the Spaniards may have felt 

it expedient to stay close to their established and well-protected forts 

along the Rio Grande. 

For the next two centuries the Spanish occasionally sent explorers 

into the area, but otherwise left it alone. But the Americans, who 

continually were pushing the frontier ever westward, began encroaching 

on the edges of the Spanish New World. As early as 1801 some adventurers 

W. C. Holden, "The Land," in Lawrence L. Graves (ed.), A History 
of Lubbock, (Minneapolis: The Lund Press, Inc., 1962), p. 17. 

J. Marvin Hunter, "Bits of Historical Information," Frontier Times 
Vol. 13, No. 1 (October, 1935), p. 73. 

Watkins, "History of Hockley County," p. 7. 



had gotten as far as the High Plains. Later, in 1803, the Louisiana 

Purchase brought official expeditions to the Rocky Mountain area. 

It was not until after 1821 and the Mexican independence that 

Americans v/ere officialJ.y allowed to colonize Texas. In April, 1823, 

Stephen F. Austin was granted his request to bring settlers from the 

o 

United States. Acting partly at Austin's request the Mexican authori

ties began to establish uniform surveying units—units which have lasted 

until the present time. 

In March, 1825, the Congress of Coahiula and Texas passed a state 

colonization law establishing the basic units of measure to be used in 

the areas not yet surveyed. The sito, or league, would be 25,000,000 

square varas; the labor 1,000,000 square varas; and the vara was an 
q 

area of three square feet. The vara was later changed to 33 1/3 square 

inches; the labor then contained 177.136 acres. This latter figure 

still stands. 

American settlers continued to enter Texas and subsequently became 

less and less enamored with the Mexican authorities. This disenchantment 

resulted in Texas independence in October of 1936. It was at this 

David M. Vigness, The Revolutionary Decades, 1810-1836 (Austin: 
Steck-Vaughn Company, 1965), pp. 7-8. 

Ibid., p. 42. 

Q 

Virginia H. Taylor Houston, "Surveying in Texas," Southvrestern 
Historical Quarterly, Vol. LXV, No. 2 (October, 1961), p. 211. 

Ibid., p. 216. 

Seymour V. Connor, Adventure in Glory, 1836-1848 (Austin: Steck-
Vaughn Company, 1965), p. 17. 



point that the disposition of the vast public domain of Texas—some 

12 
242,594,560 acres—began. The new government adopted a policy of 

13 
land grants to soldiers and continued these grants until 1889. 

Later, desiring to JDin the United States, the Republic of Texas 

was admitted to statehood in December, 1845. The Joint Resolution of 

Congress authorizing Texas' admission had a unique priviso concerning 

the public domain of Texas—it was to be reserved to the state, along 

with its national debt. The population of the then newest state stood 

at approximately 100,000 but few had yet to venture on to the High 

Plains. 

Having provided land for the veterans, the State legislature moved 

next to entice the railroads to Texas. And it was provided in 1854 

that railroads could, by surveying and numbering sections of unsurveyed 

lands, secure for themselves the odd numbered sections, the even num

bered sections being retained as school land to be sold as a source of 

revenue for the public schools. On one such survey a Texas Western 

Railroad surveyor had little to say of the High Plains area except that 

it was "an elevated, and alm.ost uninterrupted table" which extended for 

• T 16 
miles. 

12 
R. D. Holt, "School Land Rushes in West Texas," West Texas His

torical Association Year Book, X (October, 1934), p. 42. 
13 
Thomas L. Miller, "Texas, Veterans, and Land," West Texas His

torical Association Year Book, XXXIII (October, 1957), p. 17. 
14 
Houston, "Surveying in Texas," p. 226. 

15 
Holt, "School Land Rushes in West Texas," p. 42. 

1 fl 

Houston, "Surveying in Texas," p. 227. 



With surveys of the area begun, it was ripe for settlement. But 

the old nemesis drought visited the area again. There was a landmark 

drought in 1864 which lasted some twenty-three months. But this was 

only a prelude. The years from 1870 to 1904 were another in the series 

of 300 year drought periods mentioned above. 1886 was the benchmark 

and many of the new settlers were forced to abandon their land during 

this period. With tongue in cheek one such settler left the following 

sign on the door of his abandoned home: 

250 miles to nearest post office; 100 miles to wood; 
20 miles to water; 6 inches to hell. God bless our 
home! Gone to live with wife's folks. 

Entering the decade of the '70's, however, settlers most immediate 

problem was not water, but rather Indians. Whereas the Spanish had 

generally left them alone the Americans had made treaties with them in 

hopes of keeping relations cordial. But the Indians had grown restless 

for several reasons: the derelict Indian agents, the railroad encroach-

18 

ing on their land, and the wholesale slaughter of the buffalo. Approxi

mately 2,000 soldiers were put in the field, the Indians dispatched, and 
19 

the area became safe for settlement by the beginning of the '80's. 

Prior to being driven out, the Comanches had used the Yellow House 

Canyon as a camping ground. Some Mexicans established a little settlement 

W. C. Holden, "West Texas Droughts," Southwestern Historical 
Quarterly, Vol. XXXIl, No. 2 (October, 1928), p. 107. 

18 
R. C. Crane, "Some Early History of the Panhandle-Plains Region 

of Texas," The Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, VII (1935), p. 88. 
19 
R. C. Crane, "The Settlement of the Indian Troubles in VJest 

Texas," West Texas Historical Association Year Book, I (June, 1925), p. 4. 



there to trade with the Indians but they did not stay long. Later several 

men built a fort of sorts along the rim of the canyon. The fort proved 

20 sufficient to v/ithstand a concerted attack by the Indians. 

These settlements were ephemeral though, and it was not until George 

and John Causey built a small adobe house in the canyon that the Yellow 

21 
House ranch lands were really "settled." The brothers had been in the 

area the year before and had killed some 7,000 buffalo. This, coupled 

with the many other kills made that year, virtually wiped out the great 

southern herd of these shaggy animals, whose pelts brought $3.75 each 

22 

and v7hose dried bones brought $8.00 a ton for fertilizer. With the 

animals gone the Causey brothers sold the house to Jim Newman in 1882. 

He brought in over 1,000 head of cattle for grazing the next spring—a 

modest beginning to the great ranching industry which would dominate the 
23 

area for the next several decades. The Yellow House Canyon was destined 

to become a vital part of this ranching industry. 

In 1875, when delegates assembled to write a post-Reconstruction Con

stitution for Texas, one of the state's greatest needs was public build-

24 
ings. Therefore, W. H. Stewart of Galveston suggested that the new 

Constitution set aside some three million acres of land to be used to 

20 
Watkins, "History of Hockley County," p. 8. 

21 
Ibid., p. 10. 

22 
W. C. Holden, "The Buffalo of the Plains Area," West Texas His

torical Association Year Book, II (June, 1926), p. 14. 
23 
George A. Wallis, "George W. Littlefield and the Yellow House R^mch," 

Progressive Farmer, Vol. 50, No. 12 (December, 1935), p. 7. 
24 
Frederick W. Rathjen, "The Texas State House," Southwestern Hi s-

torical Quarterly, Vol. LX, No. 4 (April, 1957), p. 333. 



25 

finance the construction of a new state capital building. The sug

gestion was adopted and the appropriate acreage set aside. When fire 

destroyed the old capital building in November, 1881, the wisdom of the 

26 

decision became apparent. In this same year a mail route was establish

ed from Colorado City, Texas, to Ft. Sumner, New Mexico, passing by the 

27 
Yellow House camp. 

In addition to the three million acres set aside for the capitol, 

50,000 acres were set aside to pay for the surveying of the land and 

"a sufficient force of volunteer rangers" were dispatched to protect the 

28 

surveyors. The land was surveyed and Matthias Schnell received a con

tract to build the capitol. He soon lost interest in the capitol contract 

and sold it to the firm of Taylor, Babcock & Company, of Chicago, Illinois. 

It was this firm that eventually built the capitol. When Babcock came to 

Texas to inspect the land he decided that for the present it could best 

be utilized as ranch land. Later, when settlement of the area seemed 

29 
more at hand, it could be broken up into farm tracts. 

The Capital Freehold Land and Investment Company organized the ranch 

and named it the XIT meaning "Ten in Texas"—a reference to the ten counties 

25 
John Allison Rickard, "The Ranch Industry of the Texas South 

Plains," (Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of Texas, 1927), 
p. 174. 

26 
Rathjen, "The Texas State House," p. 437. 

27 
Wallis, "George W. Littlefield and the Yellow House Ranch," p. 7. 

28 
Houston, "Surveying in Texas," p. 231. 

29 
George A. Wallxs, "XIT, Once the Largest Cattle Ranch in the V.'utjd," 

Progressive Farmer, Vol. 50, No. 11 (November, 1935), p. 8. 
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in which the ranch was located. Captain A. G. Boyce was appointed gen

eral manager of the ranch and instructed to fence the range. He chose 

to fence the Yellow House division, located in Lamb and Hockley counties, 

first, apparently because of its lower altitude and because it had a 

running spring. When the fencing job was completed. 40,000 head of cattle 

^u 30 

were there. 

The ten counties comprising the XIT were part of the fifty-four 

counties in the Panhandle and South Plains area that had been created 

by the legislature in 1876. Prior to that time the area was known as 

Bexar and Young Territories. Later an additional act provided that these 

new counties be attached to organized counties until their population 

became sufficiently large to justify organization separately. Lamb 

County was administered by Jack County; Hockley County by Young County. 

In 1880 the Texas Comptroller listed no assessable property on the South 

Plains, though by 1884 some 5,500 cattle had been moved in. The human 
31 

population, however, still stood at zero, and one could still travel the 
32 

entire area and see only one house. 

Ranching was hazardous in any region, but the physical environment 

of the Plains area made it more inhospitable than most. The dryness of 

the Plains gave rise to grave fears of prairie fires. And though one of 

30 
J. Evetts Haley, The XIT Ranch of Texas and the Early Days of the 

Llano Estacado, (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press 1967), pp. 84—88. 

Jean Paul Alexander, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," 
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Texas Technological College, 1959), pp. 41-3. 

32 
W. C. Holden, "Immigration and Settlement in West Texas," West Texas 

Historical Association Year Book, V (June, 1929), p. 80. 



the first things done on the XIT was the plowing of fire guards, so much 

grass was lost to fire that the foreman ordered that the cowboys not be 

33 allowed to smoke except around the mills or other watering places. 

Lack of rain was also responsible for cattle "die out" which killed 

34 
thousands of head. When the summers were too dry not enough hay 

could be stored to provide sufficient amounts of winter food. 

Predatory animal life on the Plains also made ranching difficult and 

the most destructive of these was the Plains squirrel or, more commonly, 

35 
the prairie dog. There were some 800,000,000 of these little animals 

in Texas in 1901 and it is estimated that they required as much grass 

36 
as 3,125,000 head of cattle. 

It would be unusual indeed if there were not also trouble from the 

human animal. It was true that "the interests of the settler and the 

37 ranchman were diametrically opposed." Texas was not without her fence 

33 
J. Evetts Haley, "Grass Fires of the Southern Plains," West Texas 

Historical Association Year Book, V (June, 1929), p. 31. 

J. A. Rickard, "Hazards of Ranching on the South Plains," South
western Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXXVII, No. 4 (April, 1934), p. 316. 

^\. F. Sheffy, The Life and Times of Timothy Dwight Hobart, 1855-
1935, (Canyon: The Panhandle-Plains Historical Society, 1950), p. 130. 

36 
Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains, (New York: Grosset & 

Dunlap, 1931), p., 39. 
37 
W. C. Holden, "The Problem of Maintaining the Solid Range on the 

Spur Ranch," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXIV, No. 1 (July, 
1930), p. 2. 
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38 
cutting wars and her spirited battles for new land between the "reds" 

39 
(farmers) and "blues" (ranchers). But the XIT was spared that, for 

the original purpose of the Capital Syndicate was colonization. Cattle 

ranching was only a venture engaged in until "conditions were right for 

disposing of the land to actual settlers." 

With settlers in mind, the owners of the XIT also conducted agricul

tural experiments. The first plow was put to Yellow House land in 1886, 

when some seventy acres of "corn, oates, millet, and gorghum was raised, 

the latter three being especially praised." In 1889 one acre of the 

Yellow House division was planted in cotton. The results of this venture 

were adequately summed up in the manager's report to the Directors in 

42 
1889: 

the farming operation, besides confirming the 
experiences of former years as to the fitness 
of the company's lands for agricultural pur
poses, have had one result which cannot fail 
to greatly enhance their value in the eyes of 
settlers, namely, the successful raising of a 
crop of cotton of excellent quality. 

3R 
R. D. Holt, "The Introduction of Barbed Wire into Texas and the 

Fence Cutting War," West Texas Historical Association Year Book, Vol. 
VI (June, 1930), p. 74. 

^^J. A. Rickard, "South Plains Land Rushes," The Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Review, II (1929), p. 99. 

Holden, "The Problem of Maintaining the Solid Range on the Spur 
Ranch," p. 6. 

Frances Phillips, "The Development of Agriculture in The Panhandle-
Plains Region of Texas to 1920," (Unpublished Master's Thesis, West Texas 
State Teachers College, 1946), p. 14. 

Ibid., p. 60. 

J A 
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Generally, however, lack of rain confined farming to the raising of hay 

for the horses. Besides the above, blackeye peas, auber cane, and shallot 

onions were tried. 

The capital lands were not greatly in demand at this time and sold 

for only $2.00 to $3.00 per acre (they had been officially valued at 

$1.00 per acre when given to the Syndicate). The census records of 

1890 attest to the paucity of sales as only four persons resided in Lamb 

County. And the next ten years would see only 27 more persons settle 

the county. 

Part of the reason that the land did not sell can be found in its 

lack of water. There were also large tracts of patended lands granted 

46 to railroad companies and, of course, the school lands. Settlers could 

acquire 160 acres of public domain by filing their intentions with the 

land Commissioner and then living on the land for three years. Or they 

could acquire school lands for only $1.00 or $1.50 per acre, paying only 

47 
one-fortieth down. 

J. D. Tinsley, "Agricultural Development of the Texas Panhandle," 
The Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, VIII (1935), p. 57. 

44 
Phillips, "The Development of Agriculture in the Panhandle-Plains 

Region of Texas to 1920," p. 17. 

Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," p. 112. 

^^Ibid., p. 104. 
47 
Holden, "The Problem of Maintaining the Solid Range on the Spur 

Ranch," p. 2. 

d y. 
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It may have been the school lands which dealt the final blow to 

the Capital Syndicate's plans for colonization. In April, 1901, the 

land was amended and the school land in tvjenty-one West Texas counties 

48 
was put on the market. But "the redemption of bonds of the Capital 

Freehold Land and Investment Company, Limited . . . forced the sale of 

49 much of the land in large tracts. 

Learning of their plight. Major George W. Littlefield of Austin 

offered to purchase a block of their land on the stipulation that he be 

allowed whichever section he wished. The Syndicate agreed and in July 

1901, Littlefield picked the Yellow House division, some 312,175 acres, 

50 
paying $2.00 per acre. Littlefield had long been a rancher and as 

early as 1879 was listed as one of the "principal cattlemen" in the 

Panhandle. But one of his reasons for purchasing the ranch was his 

52 
belief that settlers would soon "begin surging onto the Texas Plains." 

Thus from the beginning he looked to colonizing this land. 

48 
Holt, "School Land Rushes in West Texas," p. 44. 

49 
Haley, The XIT Ranch of Texas, p. 218. 

David B. Gracy II, Littlefield Lands: Colonization on the Texas 
Plains, 1912-1920, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1968), p. 7. 

"̂''Lonnie J. White (ed.), "Texas Panhandle Nev:s Items, 1877-1885, 
from the Dodge City Times," Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, XL (1967), 
p. 84. 

52 
Gracy, Littlefield Lands, p. 8. 
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However, until 1912 Littlefield operated the ranch lands in much the 

same manner as the XIT people. The South Plains had not yet "come to 

life" although the North Plains was settled twenty years earlier, primarily 

53 

because the Fort Worth and Denver railroad crossed the latter area. In 

addition to the Fort Worth and Denver railroad, the Atchison, Topeka, and 

Sante Fe and the Rock Island lines also had roads in the Panhandle. One 

settler estimated they were instrumental in bringing some 75,000 home-

seeker to the Panhandle in 1908, over 25,000 of whom either invested in 
54 

land or actually settled in the region. 

Lamb County had gotten its share of this influx and was able to or

ganize formally as a county in 1908. Now lack of transportation faci

lities, especially a railroad, was the only thing lacking in the Yellow 

House area. And when surveyors began the preliminary work on a line from 
56 

Lubbock to Texico in 1909, it seemed that this problem had been made. 

Littlefield had offered the line a $100,000 bonus to run the track 

across his land. The road was to cut across the northeast corner of the 

ranch separating 32,000 acres from the rest of the ranch land. He was 

ready at this time to proceed with his colonization ideas. He took 

53 
Holden, "Immigration and Settlement in West Texas," p. 82. 

54 
Phillips, "The Development of Agriculture in the Panhandle-Plains 

Region of Texas to 1920," p. 31. 

Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," p. 122. 

Carl Harper, "Building the Sante Fe Railroad through the South 
Plains," West Texas Historical Association Year Book, XI (November, 
1935), p. 90. 
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an equal amount of land from his range on the other side of the track, 

opened the entire area for settlement, and established the to\<m. of 

Littlefield in the center of the 64,000 acres. 

All of this activity occurred at a time when the entire population 

58 
of Lamb County was about 500 persons. But the decade of 1900-1910 

was one of significant railroad building and, although the lines were 

usually built ahead of demand, the following decades confirmed that, 

where transportation facilities were available prior to settlement, the 

59 areas were settled more rapidly and more heavily. 

In August, 1912, the Littlefield Lands Company, as the operation was 

to be called, began business in earnest. Littlefield's colonization 

efforts were aided by several factors. In addition to the railroad, a 

"shallow water belt" had been discovered which ran through Bailey, Lamb, 

Hale, and Floyd counties and irrigation of the land began to look like a 

practical possibility. And it was not long until the wartime prosperity 

hit the United States and many began returning to the farm to share in 

this prosperity. 

57 
David B. Gracy II, "George Washington Littlefield: Portrait of 

a Cattleman," Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Vol. LXVIII, No. 2 
(October, 1964), p. 241. 

58 
Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," p. 115. 

59 
Kate Allen Batson, "Railroad Development in Texas in Relation to 

Population Trends," (Unpublished Master's Thesis, Baylor University, 
1936), p. 63. 

Phillips, "The Development of Agriculture in the Panhnndle-Plains 
Region of Texas to 1920," p. 92. 
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Possibly to help finance his colonization efforts, Littlefield sold 

an undivided half interest (undivided one fourth interest each) to James 

P. White, an avowed cattleman who "wanted nothing louder than a rooster 

on the ranch," looked askance at the whole idea of colonization yet con-

sented to become general manager of the Littlefield Lands. 

Littlefield's efforts began showing results quickly, for by 1914 

the tox-m population stood at five hundred. This may have been aided 

by a brief flurry of oil exploration in the area in 1914-1915. E. C. 

Case explored the entire region between Wichita Falls, Texas, and Las 

Vegas, New Mexico, hoping to find the "black gold." The search for water 

was also intensified when C. L. Baker studied the geology of the northern 

Llano Estacado during this same period. 

The city of Littlefield continued to grow and reached a population 

high of 1,000 in 1917. But the Littlefield Lands Company had reached 

the zenith of its operations. In 1917 the South Plains experienced a 

severe drouth, which hindered new sales and caused many of the earlier 

settlers to consider moving to a less inclement climate. America's entry 

into World War I caused a further slowing of sales. Littlefield himself 

began to lose heart in the operations and took a sizeable portion of his 

f\') 
T. U. Taylor, "Major George W. Littlefield," Frontier Times, Vol. 

XIII, No. 12 (September, 1936), p. 575. 

Gracy, Littlefield Lands, p. 12. 

64 
Gracy, Littlefield Lands, p. 67. 

65 
Robert Leslie Martin, "A History of the Early Discoveries of Pet

roleum and Natural Gas in the Permian Basin and Panhandle of Texas," 
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Texas Technologica] College, 1955) , p. 45. 
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land off the market. From 1918 until his death in 1920, Littlefield 

made only fourteen additional sales and all but one of these were of 

tracts that had earlier been repossessed. 

Major Littlefield's death in 1920 brought the end of the Littlefield 

Lands Company. In his will he stipulated that the remaining properties 

be administered in trust, the trust to last no longer than twenty years 

and for at least "five years after the conclusion of the present war with 

Germany or five years after my death should war be concluded before my 

death. "̂ '̂  

In the hands of the trustees, colonization efforts on the Yellow 

House lands came to a virtual standstill. It was not until 1923, with 

the establishment of the Yellow House Land Company, that any serious 

attempt was made to bring settlers into the area again. 

66 
Gracy, Littlefield Lands, pp. 74-93. 

^^George W. Littlefield, Will, July, 1918, and Codicil, November 9, 
1920. Copy in the Yellow House Land Company Records, 1912-1943, Southwest 
Collection, Texas Technological College. (These records will hereinafter 
be cited in the footnotes as TxLT) 
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CHAPTER II 

THE COMPANY: ITS FIRST YEARS 

Following Major Littlefield's death his one-half interest in the 

ranch land was administered in trust by the Littlefield Properties, a 

trust estate created in February, 1921. The trustees were the executors 

of Littlefield's will, namely H. A. Wrote, J. P. K^ite, and Whitfield 

Harrall. 

The other half of the ranch properties was, by 1923, entirely in 

the hands of J. P. White. The one-fourth interest of Thomas D. Miite 

had been distributed among his brothers and sisters follov7ing his death 

in 1914. J. P. White subsequently purchased this portion of the pro

perties from each of the heirs and vzas in possession of an undivided 

2 
interest in the ranch. He controlled the ranch headquarters and the 

land surrounding it, using the area mainly for grazing cattle. But the 

trustees continued to sell Littlefield's half of the land on the same 

basis as had the Littlefield Lands Company, although few sales were 

actually made. Arthur P. Duggan, Littlefield's sales manager, acted as 

Littlefield Properties, Agreement and Declaration of Trust, Feb
ruary 24, 1921, Deed Records of Travis County, CXII, 109, TxLT. 

2 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), August 18, 1938. 

18 
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sales manager for Littlefield Properties, but he was eager to get 

3 

another land company operating in the area. 

On March 31, 1923, Duggan, with four business associates, met in 

Austin, Texas, and formed the Yellow House Land Company. The company 
4 

was a real estate trust whose purpose was the 

buying, owning, controlling and selling of land 
in the Panhandle of Texas, and more particularly 
certain lands proposed to be purchased from J. P. 
White of Chaves County, New Mexico. 

Interest in the trust estate was to be evidenced by certificates of par

ticipation shares, each share of equal value but having no par value. 

The five men—M. H. Reed, Vice President of the Texas Cotton Ex

change; Houghton Brownlee, an Austin attorney; W. S. Reed, M. H. Reed's 

son; W. H. Badger; and Duggan—named themselves trustees and held all the 

ownership certificates. M. H. Reed received 280 certificates or shares, 

Brownlee 160 shares, and the others 120 shares each. The share were 

valued at $100 each, giving the company a capitalization of $80,000. 

The trust was to last twenty-one years, but could be terminated 

sooner if there were no outstanding debts against the company. Arthur 

P. Duggan and W. H. Badger were given authority to act individually in 

3 
Arthur P. Duggan, Jr. to Sylvan Dunn, Interview, August 17, 1956, 

taped, on file in the Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, Texas. 

4 
Yellow House Land Company, Agreement and Declaration of Trust, 

March 31, 1923, Deed Records of Lamb County, XV, 369, TxLT. 

^Ibid. 

Journal Y15, Yellow nouso. Land Companv. TxLT. 
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the name of the company. Badger was named general manager, but Duggan 

operated the office at Littlefield and bore the brunt of the land sell

ing duties. Badger was also elected president. 

Having been organized, the company immediately purchased seven 

leagues of land from J. P. White and then purchased two additional 

leagues before the end of the year. The terms were partly cash and the 

rest in a series of notes aggregating $55,000. This amounted to an in

debtedness of $2,200 per labor. For accounting purposes the land was 

o 

valued at $13.20 per acre. 

The lands were to go on the market on May 1, 1923. To kick off the 

occasion a buffalo barbecue was held at the headquarters of the old 

Yellow House Ranch. Two hundred sixteen real estate agents were invited 

to attend, look over the land, and to sign agency contracts with the 

company. Duggan was confident that Littlefield could welcome these 

agents heartily and made arrangements for the Littlefield Commercial 

Club to provide entertainment for the group. A surveyor was hired to 

lay .out a road around the entire property, the plan being to drive the 
9 

agents around to see all the land. 

By April 26, eleven agents had already agreed to come out to look 

over the land. Reed was urging each agent to bring one or two buyers 

with him, and offered to pay the railroad fare of the prospects if they 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), August 18, 1938. 

o 

M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, August 21, 1923, TxLT. 

9 
. M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, April 18, 1923; A. P. Duggan to M. H. 

Reed, April 25, 1923, TxLT. 
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purchased land and the agent's fare in any case. Some thirty-one agents 

met with Malcolm Reed and Duggan for the barbecue, coming from Caldwell, 

Texas, Williamson, Bell and other Central Texas counties. The turnout 

was greater than Reed expected. He felt that if only "20 of the 200 

come the venture will be a success." 

The company had two purchase plans for selling the land: the 

straight sale plan and the improvement plan. The price per acre and 

total price paid were the same on both plans; only the financing was 

different. 

Under the straight sale plan the purchaser would pay $2.00 per 

acre cash at the time of the sale. He would pay an additional $3.00 per 

acre on January 1, 1924. One payment of $2.00 per acre was due on each 

of the following dates: January 1, 1925, 1926, and 1927, followed by 

a payment of $1.50 per acre on January 1, 1928. On April 1, 1928 a 

$1,000 payment was due, followed by two payments of $2.50 per acre on 

January 1, 1929 and 1930. The purchaser then had four interest payments 

of $150 due January 1, 1931, 1932, 1933, and April 1, 1933, followed by 

six $100 interest payments due on January first for the next five years 

and the final payment on April 1, 1938. This made a total purchase 

price of $5,313 ($30 per acre) for 177.1 acres. 

On the improvement plan the purchaser would still pay $2.00 per 

acre at the time of sale. He would then be given until January 1, 1924, 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, April 18, 1923; M. H. Reed to John 
Prestridge, April 23, 1923; W. B. Hampton to M. H. Reed, April 24, 1923; 
M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, April 26, 1923; M. H. Reed to W. B. Hampton, 
May 3, 1923, TxLT. 

Advertising circular. Yellow House Land Company, no date, TxLT. 

• ^ ^ / 
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to improve the land. To finance the improvements the purchaser v/as 

required to deposit at least $620 in the Littlefield State Bank, this 

amount to be used only to finance the improvements. The im.provements 

consisted of breaking out and putting in a good state of cultivation 

100 acres of land, weather and season of the year permitting this to 

be done. 

The next cash payment due on the improvement plan was $2.50 per acre 

on January 1, 1926, another on January 1, 1927, and $1.50 per acre on 

January 1, 1928. On April 1, 1928, a $1,000 payment was due, followed 

by three payments of $2.50 per acre on January 1, 1929, 193Q and 1931. 

An interest payment of $279.40 V7as due January 1, 1932, another of $600 

on April 1, 1933, five of $100 on January 1, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 

and 1938. The final payment was a $100 interest payment due April 1, 

13 
1938. On both plans $300 was added to the purchase price if a well 

was already located on the property. 

The improvement plan terms were considered so lenient that by its 

use the agents could sell to tenant farmers, and the Company would prefer 

such a sale. "We would rather sell 177 acres to a good tenant farmer that 

would move on the land and improve it than to sell four tracts to a 

speculator," Reed wrote to one agent. The Company hoped to get farmers 

12 
General Improvement Contract, Yellow House Land Company, no date, 

TxLT. 
13 
Advertising circular. Yellow House Land Company, no date, TxLT. 

14 
A. P. Duggan to Paul Baur, May 14, 1923, TxLT. 

"'"̂M. H. Reed to W. B. Hampton, April 24, 1923, TxLT. 
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on the land by allowing a small down payment, then have them get in one— 

maybe two-'-crops and use the income to make larger payments later. In 

some cases the Company accepted equipment, tractors, harrows, plows, and 

16 
the like, in lieu of the $2.00 do;ra payment. 

The land was advertised at a uniform price of $25 per acre through 

much of it sold for $30 per acre. Some of the less desirable tracts— 

usually those containing playa lakes—sold at $20 and $22.50 per acre. 

The rough land, to be used mostly for grazing purposes, sold for $17 

per acre. For cash sales the purchaser paid $21 per acre. 

All contracts specified that J. P. White would be allowed to graze 

stock on the land purchased until the purchaser had put up a "four-wire 

fence that will turn stock." Prior to erecting a fence the purchaser 

could not graze his own stock on the land. As partial compensation for 

grazing rights the Littlefield Cattle Company paid all taxes on the land 

for 1923. No grazing disputes arose, however, as the cattle and sheep 

18 
on the land were sold as soon as possible. 

On both purchase plans the buyer assumed the notes the company had 

executed to J. P. White. The note indebtedness to White was $2,200 on 

each labor. He received $300 of the down payment made and the remainder 

of the $2,200 in three notes. The first was for $700 and was due April 1, 

19 
1928. Two notes for $600 each were due April 1, 1933 and 1938. 

1 /: 
W. H. Badger to A. P. Duggan, June 5, 1923, TxLT. 

17 
A. P. Duggan to G. B. Ford, April 17, 1923; A. P. Duggan to J. M. 

Hokanson, June 25, 1923; M. H. Reed to W. S. Curlee, November 8, 1923, TxLT. 
18 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), August 18, 1938. 

19 
General Sales Contract, Yellow House Land Company, no date, TxLT. 
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The company planned to sell its land entirely through agents. In 

1914 Major Littlefield had debated the merits of the use of agents with 

Duggan and concluded that "agents were a positive necessity" and the 

20 
best method of selling land. 

The company planned to pay a ten percent commission on each sale. 

It intended to give no exclusive contracts on any of the land, but did 

give the Texas Land Exchange, operated by J. E. and C. W. Alexander, an 

exclusive contract on 40,000 acres. Except for the Alexanders, the 

company organized fifty district agents, each to handle a territory with 

a population of 50,000, about what one agent, it was believed, could 

21 
handle successfully. 

Each district agent was free to hire as many local men in his 

district as he felt necessary to push the sales. The local agents 

received a five percent commission to be paid either by the district 

agent or deducted from the district agent's commission and paid by the 

company. Each district agent was expected to accompany buyers to 

Littlefield and, if a sale was made, to aid in closing it. The local 

agents were expected to do neither of these things. Often the district 

22 
agent would pay a prospect's fare if a sale were made. 

20 
Gracy, Littlefield Lands, p. 76. 

21 
G. L. Moody to C. W. Smith, February 4, 1924; Texas Land Exchange 

Circular, no date, TxLT; J. E. Alexander to D. J. Conger, Intervievj, 
July 30, 1968. 

G. L. Moody to C. W. Smith, February 4, 1923; G. L. Moody to 
Messrs. Tubb & Taylor, February 4, 1923; TxLT; Marvin A. Patrick, "A 
Survey of Land Colonization Companies in Texas," (Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, University of Texas, 1925), p. 30. 
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Because the land was being put on the market at a uniform price of 

$25 per acre, the commission was $2.50 per acre, paid in three install

ments. One dollar per acre was paid when the dox̂ n payment was made by 

the purchaser. Another $1.00 per acre was paid when a loan was secured 

or when the second cash payment was made and the final $.50 per acre 

could be taken out in land or in a series of purchase money notes trans-

23 
ferred to the agent without recourse. 

The company regarded the 10% commission as very liberal and did not 

supply its agents with extensive advertising material. Agents were pro-

24 
vided a Yellow House Land Bookfet 

having information as to field crops, endorsements 
of farmers, schools, churches, the experiment station 
at Lubbock, soils, water supply, climate, rainfall, 
etc. 

With this information as a basis, the agents were expected to print their 

25 

own literature. Generally the agents were allowed to sell as they 

pleased, but Duggan did warn them against bringing groups that were too 

large to see the land. There was always a "joy rider" in a large group 
26 

who was "more than apt to spoil it all." 
The company desired to be fair with all agents and would even pay 

commissions on lands sold before an agency contract was signed. And if 

^^A. P. Duggan to G. B. Ford, April 17, 1923; M. H. Reed to Messrs. 
Castle & Wilson, April 24, 1923; TxLT. 

0 / 
Patrick, "A Survey of Land Colonization Companies in Texas," p. 26 

^^A. P. Duggan to J. T. Cross, July 2, 1923, TxLT. 

^^A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 2, 1923, TxLT. 
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a prospect desired to buy land closer to Littlefield from the Littlefield 

Properties, an arrangement was worked out so that the Yellow House agent 

could still receive his commission. Agents were advised to show Little-

27 
field Properties lands only as a last resort, however. 

Members of various ethnic groups came to see the Yellow House lands 

and whenever a representative of some community was in town Duggan would 

try to get him to return to his community and push the land. The agent 

for the particular area would usually offer to pay them $.50 per acre 

28 on all the land they could sell. 

All agents v/ho desired to purchase Yellow House land were allowed to 

deduct the agent's commission from the purchase price of the land, there

by paying $22.50 per acre. Occasionally a friend of one of the trustees 

29 

was offered the same arrangement even though he was not an agent. 

The agents came largely from Texas and Oklahoma. It was hoped that 

buyers could be enticed from Kansas and an effort was made to have agents 

in that area also. Land in western Kansas was selling as cheaply as in 
30 

Texas at this time, however, and no prospects were forthcoming. 

The most unique and successful of the various land companies signing 

an agent's contract with the Yellow House Land Company V7as the Texas Land 

Exchange, ovmed by two brothers: J. E. and C. W. Alexander. This firm 

27 
A. P. Duggan to Sam Greenwood, June 19, 1923, TxLT. 

28 
A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed (?), June 27, 1923, TxLT. 

29 
M. H. Reed to M. I. Davis, April 14, 1923, TxLT. 

30 
M. H. Reed to W. H. Badger, June 30, 1923, TxLT. 
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was given an exclusive contract on two leagues of land for the purpose 

of setting up a German colony and establishing a town. J. E. (Ed) 

Alexander developed an idea for a German colony and to\A7n after John 

Stengel, a German farmer from the San Angelo area and a school friend 

of Ed, told him that conditions in the San Angelo area vzere crowded and 

31 
that several groups were looking for a new area to move to. Alexander, 

knowing that the Yellow House lands were going on the market, came to 

see them in April, 1923. There he talked with Duggan, who v-̂as already 

in contact with another man who was "on the track of a large number of 

good Texas Bohemian farmers" and thus was undecided between the two 

32 

agents. 

l-Jhen Alexander contacted Reed and Badger concerning his plan they 

accepted it immediately. Reed was impressed with the wisdom of bringing 

in German farmers. "They are thrifty," he remarked, "and can pay for 

their farms. Ed, I believe you got it." With that, the Texas Land 

Exchange was given an exclusive contract on two leagues of land, and 
33 

received a 15% commission on sales. Both brothers attended the May 

first barbecue and brought several prospects with thei , making thirteen 

sales. John Stengel—one of the first to buy—was made a "third partner 

of sorts on the farming end." 

31 
J. E. Alexander to Darius J. Conger, Interviev7, July 30, 1968. 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, April 27, 1923, TxLT. 

33 
J, E. Alexander to D. J. Conger, Interviê 7̂, July 30, 1968. 

Ibid. 
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The Alexanders were experienced land agents and their modus 

operandi was to 

select a prosperous community, pick out a well knoxcn 
and prominent farmer for an agent, and he in turn 
gets our prospects lined up for us. We have set 
dates to leave a given point where our prospects 
meet us. 

Both brothers had seven-passenger Packards for bringing prospects to 

Littlefield and, in addition, operated a sixteen passenger bus. 

On these trips the prospects would be supplied with handfulls of 

literature on the Yellow House lands, l̂ l̂enever the bus would stop in a 

town everyone V70uld jump out and pass out the literature, often acquiring 

additional prospects in this manner. To break the monotony of the trip 

passengers V7ere furnished a pencil and paid of paper and told to count 

the bridges crossed once the party was on the caprock. Trip after trip 

37 

was made without sighting a bridge. 

The exact location of the town to be established was uncertain for 

a time and one helpful buyer, having purchased labors 18 and 23, suggested 
38 

that he would "like to see the town go up to 17 or 24." Pep, as the 

community was named, was eventually located on the north half of labor 11, 

39 
League 699. 

35 
Patrick, "A Survey of Land Colonization Companies in Texas," p. 31. 

3^ 
J. E. Alexander to D. J. Conger, Interview, July 30, 1968. 

Ibid. 

38 
J. H. Albus to Yellow House Land Company, May 5, 1923, TxLT. 

39 
Map of Yellow House Ranch, Yellow House Land Company, map files. 

Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College. 
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The Alexanders took more than a commercial interest in this project. 

For example, the Germans were especially interested in the educational 

facilities of their new community. Both the Yellow House Land Company 

and the Alexander brothers were aware of this and helped the community 

establish its school system. The Alexanders moved a small, two-room 

house into Pep to serve as a temporary school. In order to provide for 

40 
a more permanent structure the Yellow House Land Company offered to 

pay into a schoolhouse fund $2,500 cash, provided 
you (Alexander brothers) have sold and delivered 
deeds to 10,000 acres of said land on or before 
November 1st, 1924. In addition to the above, we 
agree to pay 25C per acre into said school house 
fund on each and every acre in excess of 10,000 
that you sell and deliver on or before January 1st, 
1924. 

Duggan also felt the Company "could well afford to build their church," 

41 
but no definite action was ever taken on this. 

Although sales were going well, the Alexanders planned a buffalo 

barbecue to advertise the colony more effectively. It was held on August 

8 and 9 and approximately 500 persons attended. The land office building 

at Pep had a large room to house overnight guests, but the turnout was 

42 

so great that a circus tent had to be erected to handle the overflow. 

Since success of getting a community to move often depended on whether 

the local priest was in favor of a move. Father Ledwig, a Knights of 

40 
M. H. Reed to W. H. Badger, June 22, 1923, TxLT. 

41 
A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, August 8, 1923, TxLT. 
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J. E. Alexander to D. J. Conger, Interviev?, July 30, 1968; Watkins 
"History of Hockley County," p. 51. 
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Columbus State Missionary, was invited to be the keynote speaker at the 

barbecue. The affair was deemed a splendid success. 

By the end of the year some fifty families had purchased land on 

the acreage set aside for the colony. A school teacher. Miss Peggy 

Cosgrove, had been hired with the Alexanders paying a portion of her 

salary. In addition to the two-room school. Pep also had a large grocery 

store and filling station. Both were built by the Alexander brothers 

44 
and rented. 

In addition to selling land to actual purchasers, land was also 

broken for ten farms of 100 acres each and rented. The renters paid .,,| 
. 1' 

the $2.50 per acre for having the land broken. At this time there fj 

were still some buffalo on the land—-a small herd that J. P. Wliite had put | 
1 

there some years earlier. They would often graze around the school house 

causing departure from school to be delayed until they had wandered off. 

The noise of tractors breaking the land eventually scared them to another 
45 

part of the ranch lands. 

Despite the brisk land sales, the Alexanders did not make money the 

first year of their three-year contract. Generally their expenses ran 

about 10% of the selling price of the land, but during the first year 

43 
Ibid.; Carlos E. Castaneda, Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 1519-

1936, Vol. VII (Austin: Von Boeckmann-Jones Company, 1958), p. 430. 
44 
J. E. Alexander to D. J. Conger, Interview, July 30, 1968. 

45 
Ibid.; Watkins, History of Hockley County, p. 53. 
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they ran much higher. The Company made several advances on commissions 

46 
to allow them to continue their heavy advertising expenditures. 

But money was not the only worry that the Alexanders and Yellow 

House people had to face. The citizens of Littlefield V7ere not too 

happy over the prospect of large numbers of Catholics moving into their 

area. Indeed, a Ku Klux Klan organizer came to Littlefield urging the 

citizens to form a strong Klan group there "in order to stop the selling 

of land near Littlefield to Catholics." 

Word reached C. W. Alexander that the Klan was going to "wait on" 

him and his brother at the barbecue. W. C., not a man to take such a 

warning lightly, got v7ord back to the Klan that should they decide on 

a visit they would find a Winchester in every car. Although no such 

48 visit was made, there was nevertheless a rifle in most of the cars. 

Duggan, too, was having his problems with the Klan. Apparently 

the bankers in Littlefield were active members of the Klan and for that 

reason Duggan felt it unwise "for them to knov7 anything about our affairs 

as far as sales to Catholics are concerned." In order to keep the bankers 

uninformed about the size of the Catholic community he sent all dô T̂n-

payment checks from Catholic purchasers to the bank in Austin, depositing 

49 
only those checks from sales to non-Catholics in the bank at Litffefield. 

!l' 

n 

'i 
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Patrick, "A Survey of Land Colonization Companies in Texas," p. 34; 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, Telegram, July 7, 1923, TxLT. 
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48 

1968. 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, November 1, 1923. 

Mrs. Mamie Alexander Spear to D. J. Conger, Interview, August 1, 

49 
A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, November 1, 1923, TxLT. 
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Besides the problems encountered in establishing a selling operation 

of the magnitude of that of the Yellow House Land Company, there were 

many daily problems which had to be met and overcome. These fell largely 

on Duggan's shoulders, for he was the only one who spent a great deal of 

time at the actual site of the sales. 

The land being offered for sale began some txi7elve miles from Little

field and extended out an additional twenty-two miles. The area was 

nothing but open plain, completely devoid of timber. The soil was mostly 

red cat claw with some chocolate loam, and all of the land was unimproved. 

What was needed mostly at the very beginning of the selling activities 

was some visible sign of life in the area. 

The first house was put up by the company in May, 1923. It V7as a 

small adobe house, stuccoed yellow to "carry out the Yellow House idea." 

Housing for families was critical during the first few months, however, 

and families coming to Littlefield either camped out or shared rooms in 

52 

one of the few houses or barns which were later erected. 

• Breaking the land also posed problems. Although there was no timber 

in the area there were mesquite roots. The regular price for breaking the 

land was $2.50 per acre with an additional 50^ per acre for taking out 

mesquite grubs. For another $1.00 per acre one could have the land 

A. P. Duggan to G. B. Ford, April 17, 1923, TxLT. 

M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, May 17 and May 23, 1923, TxLT. 

52 
A. P. Duggan to W. G. Terrell, November 9, 1923, TxLT. 
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harrowed. The Alexanders broke some land for rental purposes, but the 

company preferred to let the buyers make arrangements for breaking the 

land on their o\m. Consequently, the land looked largely uninhabited 

53 

for several months even though many sales were being made. 

The company did plant some ninety acres in three different labors on 

an experimental basis, however. Half of this land was put in sudan grass 

and the other half in milo maize. The purpose of this was to show pro-
54 

spective buyers that crops could be grown on the Yellow House land. 

Water was another large factor in pushing the Yelloi\7 House lands. 

Since 1880 most of the water in the area had been supplied by Vv̂ indmills. 

Although there are some 37,000 playa lakes in the Panhandle-Plains region 

holding some 1.5 million acre feet of flash flood water, this source 

55 
was not tapped until many years later. 

The company did not expressly state that water was available on 

their land, although they im.plied it strongly in their advertisements. 

In an advertising circular they noted that "these properties are located 

in Shallow Water Belt of the South Plains of Texas, where abundance of 

pure water is available." A newspaper advertisement claimed that "this 

^\. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, June 4, 1923, TxLT. 

^^A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, June 6, 1923, TxLT. 

Naomi H. Kincaid, "Surface Water in West Texas," West Texas His
torical Association Yea^ look, XLIII (October, 1967), pp. 56-62. 

Form letter, from the Office of Malcolm H. Reed, June 6, 1923, 
TxLT. 
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entire subdivision is in the heart of the great shallow-water belt along 

the line of the cut-off." 

Such statements naturally led people to believe that water would be 

available. Duggan had told the agents to say that "settlers may expect 

to go from 100 to 175 feet for water out here, and then they V7ill not be 

58 
disappointed if they get it shallower." Yet the first well drilled 

reached only two feet of water-bearing sand at 177 feet and J. P. White 
1 
I 

informed Duggan that he had "drilled all over that immediate part of ] 

59 ' 
the country and could not get any water." Wlien the water was finally ! 

reached, it was 224 feet dovTn at a cost of $902.00. That both Duggan iH 
I ,1" 

and the owner of the land upon which the V7ell was dug were extremely ' 

disappointed is evidenced by Duggan's report to Reed: 

He (the owner) was here the other day and was the 
worst disappointed man and the sorest man you ever 
saw. He was gentle-manly and nice about it as could 
be, but he was ready to throw the whole thing up, have 
Hokanson call off his improvements, and drop the whole 
works out there. That would have been absolutely fatal. 

Because the company had not guaranteed water they were not liable 

when none was found. But often a buyer would become discouraged, threaten 

to leave the land, and the company would then offer to pay for the drill

ing of another well. The depth of a well was strictly a matter of chance, 

for several of the first V7ells reached water at less than 100 feet. 

Newspaper clipping, no date, TxLT. 

^^A. P. Duggan to Edwin E. Fagg, May 30, 1923, TxLT. 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 2, 1923, TxLT. 

^^A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, June 6, 1923, TxLT. 
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One of the most frustrating problems to confront Duggan was 

answering a legal objection to the abstracts. The difficulty arose 

because the Capital Syndicate was given some 65,000 acres in exce-^s of 

the 3,000,000 acres they received to build the capitol building. To 

rectify this error the Attorney General of Texas sued the original 

62 
Capital Syndicate to recover the excess, despite the advice of the 

land commissioner in charge of the original survey who stated that "in 

all equity and common honesty, the State could not decently go behind 

/To 

the surveys and patents made by her legally qualified officers." 

The case went all the way to the Supreme Court of Texas before 

finally being settled, with the State getting back the excess acreage. 

Although the decision specifically stated that the excess would be taken 

from land still owned by the Syndicate, one attorney—a Mr. J. S. Kendall 

of Munday, Texas, where a large number of the first sales were made— 

refused to okay the Company's abstracts. After a series of letters 

patiently explaining that the Yellow House land was not involved in the 

suit failed to satisfy Kendall, Duggan wrote one of the purchasers that 

"the title has been examined by a great many prominent lawyers, very much 
,64 

more prominent we are going to state, than Mr. Kendall," 

That seemed to satisfy the buyers from Munday, but Duggan again 

suggested that when large numbers of sales were made from one community 

6? 
Haley, The XIT Ranch of Texas, p. 216. 

Charles W. Ramsdell, Jr., "Memories of a Texas Land Commissioner, 
W. C. Walsh," Southv7estern Historical Quarterly Vol. XLIV, No. 4(April, 
1941), p. 490. 

64 
A. P. Duggan to John Andres, October 23, 1023, TxLT. 
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all of those who purchased land should go together and have the ab

stracts examined at one time for "the title on every single tract of 

land is just exactly the same." 

After having the abstracts approved the Company was often laggard 

in getting them to the buyers. The reason was simple—lack of money. 

Duggan finally suggested that the company borrow about $3,000 to have 

the job done, but recommended the money be obtained from one of the 

banks in Austin as "we cannot borrow a penny here, not even with Govern

ment bonds as security. The bank is simply loaned beyond its reserve 

already." 

Any business operation can expect some difficulties with competi

tion, but the Yellow House Land Company had some rather unique encounters 

with its competition. Soon after the company's land was put on the market 

a large block of contiguous acreage was opened for settlement, and a 

smaller block of land, known as the Newsome land, was opened later in 

the year. 

Both tracts of land were similar in most respects to the Yellow House 

land. Newsome was selling his land at $25 per acre, bit strictly on the 

improvement plan. The Halsell lands were also selling at $25 per acre 

and had the advantage of being much closer to the railroad. Halsell had 

Ibid., June 9, 1923, TxLT. 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 18, 1923, TxLT. 

R. C. Hopping to Mrs. David C. Gracy, (undated), Mrs. Davis C. 
Gracey Collection, Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College; 
A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 16, 1923, TxLT. 
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hoped to sell his lands strictly by a massive advertising campaign, but 

soon switched to an agent plan much like the Yellow House plan. Halsell, 

however, allowed his agents only a five per cent commission. In addition, 

he retained a 1/16 royalty on all oil and gas, which made the land less 

desirable to some. 

But it was not the land or the terms which gave the company its 

greatest problems. Rather, it was the Halsell agents. One agent, a 

Judge R. C. Hopping of Amherst, was in Littlefield to "dissatisfy the 

people here with this community (Pep) and try to wreck it and take every-

69 
thing to Amherst." Hopping judiciously stationed himself at the first 

filling station in Littlefield and spirited away prospects before Duggan 

and his agents could even talk to them. "It is almost impossible," 

70 
wrote Duggan, 

for a prospect to get in here without from one to 
two of them giving them Halsell literature, knock
ing our proposition, and they are succeeding in 
taking a great many of them, in fact I might safely 
say the majority of them, to Amherst and we never 
get an opportunity to figure with them at all. 

The Halsell people did everything they could to pain a bleak picture 

of the Catholic community. Failing to impress the Austin office with what 

he believed to be the seriousness of the situation, Duggan re-emphasized 

that^l 

A. P. Duggan to J. R. Eanes & Company, July 16, 1923; A. P. Duggan 
to George H. Keim, September 7, 1923; A. P. Duggan to Houghton Brownlee, 
July 18, 1923; George H. Keim to A. P. Duggan, September 4, 1923, TxLT. 

^\. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, September 24, 1923, TxLT. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. Most of the Catholics were of Slavic origin; hence, the 
"un-American" names. 
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they (Halsell's) are purposely misrepresenting 
the Catholic colony and are telling all these 
American people to stay away from Littlefield 
entirely unless they want to get mixed up with 
a bunch of Catholic farmers. They are using this 
propaganda to dissatisfy the home people, and are 
succeeding to a considerably larger extent than 
you would imagine. 

The issue of the Catholic community was an emotional one V7hich the 

company could do little to counter. The Halsell firm's advantage of 

being closer to the railroad, however, could be solved if the company 

were to acquire the Littlefield Properties lands. Reed was the first to 

72 
suggest that this might be the most likely solution. 

But there was a tax suit in process on the Littlefield Properties 

land and the trustees of that company refused to consider any sale until 

73 

the matter was cleared up. There was also the clause in Major Little-

field's will which stated that the land must be held in trust for five 

years after his death. Thus the com.pany was forced to wait until a later 

date to acquire this land, but did secure immediate permission to sell 

those lands on a commission basis to prevent "losing a customer who 
7/ 

absolutely V7ill not go quite so far from town." For the privilege of 

living closer to toxiTn, however, the purchaser was obliged to pay an 

additional $10 per acre. 

72 
M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, August 3, 1923, TxLT. 

73 
W. H. Badger to A. P. Duggan, August 13, 1923, TxLT. 

74 
A. P. Duggan to J. R. Eanes, July 14, 1923, TxLT. 

M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, June 6, 1923, TxLT. 
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Besides these major problems there V7ere numerous smaller matters 

which hindered the smooth operation of the com.pany. Prairie dogs 

continued to be a nuisance as they had been to the early ranchers in 

the area. In 1903 the State legislature passed a county local option 

law which, if adopted, required that all persons must poison the dogs 

on their land. Failure to do so met with a penalty and poisoning of 

the animals by the sheriff's office at the expense of the landowner. 

1 ft 
Lamb County had passed the local option. 

When J. P. l^ite o\i7ned the land he was able to get the animals 

poisoned for $175 per league. But the price had gone up to five cents 

per acre, or approximately $220 per league, which Duggan felt was too 

high. By July, though, the sheriff was making periodic visits to Duggan 

warning him that if something was not done soon the county would be 

forced to take care of the entire matter. Although July was a bad time 

to kill the animals since the grass was green and they could get plenty 

to eat, Duggan advised doing it. The reason, he wrote, was that the 

sheriff "will put a bunch in there, and when he does there is no end to 

the cost, and they don't kill the dogs either." 

Duggan found a man who guaranteed to kill 99% of the prairie dogs, 

furnishing all material and labor for five cents an acre. Duggan consented 

to the price, providing the man would buy 177 acres of land from the company 

Rickard, "The Ranch Industry of the Texas South Plains," p. 76. 

A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 16, 1923, TxLT. 
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Half the fee would be credited on the land purchase; the other half 

would be paid in cash. The company was vrilling to go as high as six 

cents per acre if the man would buy three tracts of land. He was not 

78 
willing to buy any land, however, and the transaction fell through. 

Employees, or lack of them, was another problem facing Duggan. 

One of the trustees, Seldon Reed, was sent to Littlefield with Duggan 

to handle the prospects sent by agents coming in to see the land. Reed 

was to show the land, explain the terms, and Duggan was to manage the 

office and close the sales. Unfortunately Reed, a young bachelor, did 

not take his land selling duties too seriously. He was fond of sleeping 

until eleven o'clock in the morning—a practice which did not set well 

with Duggan, \\rho began work at seven. Reed also took every opportunity 

to get away to Plainview or Lubbock for the weekends with the Company 

auto. This left Duggan without transportation to show prospects the 

land. As Reed was a trustee, Duggan felt there was little he could do 

79 
except plead with Seldon to remain on the job. 

In the final analysis, however, it was the weather which was most 

responsible for hindering sales the first year. In central Texas, where 

the company had hoped to draw large numbers of settlers, cotton crops 

were very poor due to drouth and boll weevil infestation. When the crops 

80 
were sold these farmers simply did not have the money to relocate. And 

^^B. W. Taylor to A. P. Duggan, June 20, 1923; M. H. Reed to B. W, 
Taylor, June 21, 1923, TxLT. 

^^A. P. Duggan to M. H. Reed, July 16, 1923, TxLT. 

80 
George Cocke to Seldon Reed, May 5, 1923, TxLT. 

file:////rho
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at Littlefield crops had been planted late because of the spring rains.^•' 

But during the summer conditions looked good and Duggan commented that " 

with a late fall such as we have been having for 
the past two years we will make more than twice 
as much cotton as was made in Littlefield last 
year. 

The late fall was not to be, however, and much of the first year's crop 

63 
s ruined. W. H. Badger wrote to the downcast Duggan that he was wa 

sorry to hear of the freeze, but this cannot be 
helped, and being very unusual, should not scare 
people off. Unfortunately, the cotton had to be 
replanted very late, and one of the earliest freezes 
ever coming on top of this, might not happen in ten 
years. 

Sales were brisk enough that by April, 1924, the company was forced 

to seek larger headquarters. Business had thus far been transacted in 

Duggan's office, located in the bank building, and rented for $15 per 

month. In May the company leased, for three years, the entire upstairs 

portion of the bank building as well as that portion of the ground floor 

not being used for bank business. The rent rose to $50 per month and 

84 
later to $55 per month. 

81 
A. P. Duggan to E. A. Carlock, June 4, 1923, TxLT. 

82 
A. P. Duggan to J. W. Hokanson, August 29, 1923, TxLT. 

83 
W. H. Badger to A. P. Duggan, October 31, 1923, TxLT. 

84 
A. P. Duggan to Littlefield Properties, May 31, 1924, TxLT; M. H. 

Reed to Littlefield Properties, April 2, 1924, George W. Littlefield 
Collection, 1968-1942, Archives, The University of Texas Library. (This 
collection will hereinafter be cited at TxU) 
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The company did sell land the first year, however. By April 30, 

1924, one hundred thirty-five sales were made—a total of 44,410.6 

acres—although approximately half the acreage had been purchased by 

85 

the trustees. The prospects for 1924-25 looked good. Cotton was at 

35c a pound and the company lands had not yet been invaded by the boll 

wevil, which made them particularly attractive to those in Central Texas 
86 

who had suffered heavy losses from this source. Duggan wrote one 

prospect that "it is an act of wisdom for everyone o\TOing an acre of 

good agricultural land to get it planted in cotton during the coming 

„87 year. 

The year 1924--25 would be better for the comipany. Much of the 

confusion surrounding the establishment of the company was over. Never

theless the first year had been disappointment for the "front office 

men" and the paucity of sales caused occasional internal dissenion. 

Malcold Reed felt that Duggan, a circumspect man, V7as not doing all he 

could to push the land. Duggan, stung by what he felt Xv̂as a lack of con

fidence in his managerial ability, asked Reed for an explanation. "My 

criticism (if criticism it could be called)," replied Reed, "v7as that 

you were too conservative and I want you, if anything, to be more en-

^•u - *- • 11^8 thusiastic. 

Figures compiled by author from sales files of the Yellow House 

Land Company, TxLT. 

8fi 
Advertising circular, no date, TxLT. 

A. P. Duggan to Peter Herring, December 6, 1923, TxLT 

oo 

M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, no date, TxLT. 
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Sales continued moderately during the summer months but to accomode 

further the large number of prospects who were expected to arrive after 

harvest time, the company opened, during October of 1924, a new section 

of land south of Littlefield, In the center of this newly opened section 

the Company established an "inland community center" to be called 

Whitharrel, apparently after Dr. Whitfield Harrell, a trustee of the 

Littlefield Properties. The town, located on an eighty-eight acre 

plotted tract of land, was eleven miles south of Littlefield, twelve 

miles north of Levelland and tv7elve miles south\>7est of Anton. This 

positioning placed Whitharrel aside the main highway from Levelland to 

89 
Littlefield. 

The trustees of the Hockley County School District offered to build 

a school house in Whitharrel, provided the company would donate the land. 

It was Duggan's opinion that "the location of a school house at this 

point will do more than anything we knov7 of to induce people to buy land 

90 in that vicinity." Therefore, the company donated five acres, valued 

at $20 per acre, to the school district and by February, 1925, the school 

91 
house had been erected. 

Duggan's assessment of the value of a school house apparently proved 

to be correct. When the school house opened forty families were living 

in the community and one hundred farm tracts had been sold in the newly 

^^Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), February 12, 1925. 

^^A. P. Duggan to Littlefield Properties, October 11, 1924, TxU. 

Ibid. 
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opened section. Besides a school house \fnitharrel could boast a general 

merchandise store, a garage, and a filling station. A cotton gin was 

scheduled to be completed in time to accomodate the 1925 harvest and the 

Sante Fe had announced its intention of building a railway across Hockley 

and Cochran counties. Realizing the potential value of a rail line, the 

go 

company subscribed $30,000 as an inducement. 

Land sales during 1924-25 were excellent (See Appendix 6). However, 

numerous small problems continued to plague the company. Mail service 

between Littlefield and Austin was terribly slow. As a result the company 

was unable to maintain an effective bookkeeping system in Austin because 
93 

the records from Littlefield would often arrive a month or more late. 
94 

Duggan was helpless to speed the process along and wrote that 

you have no conception of the condition in the post 
office here. They house isent /sic/ large enough 
and the mail is brought up and left outside and 
sacks taken in as they get to them. It is now 
3 o'clock p.m. and the mail that came this morning 
has not yet been put up. It takes three days to get 
a registered letter. I have four registered letters 
in the office now and have no idea V7hen will be able 
to get to the window to get them. The growth has 
entirely overrun all facilities. Conditions are 
deplorable yet no one seems to blame. V/e are all 
Working under awful pressure and doing the best we 
Can. 

Though only a year old, the company was already experiencing delin

quent payments. J. P. White held all first lien notes against the land 

92 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), February 12, 1925. 

93 
H. A. Wrote to A. P. Duggan, December 22, 1924, TxU. 

94 
A. P. Duggan to H. A. Wrote, December 24, 1924, TxU. 

file:///fnitharrel
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and refused to allow any extensions. Malcolm Reed first advised that the 

company would make three to six month loans to those behind in their pay

ments. Early in 1925, however, the company was suggesting that those 

unable to meet their obligations apply to the Federal Land Bank for 

loans. Such a loan reduced interest rates from 6% to 5̂ 1% and extended 

95 
the payout period to thirty-three years. 

^^M. H. Reed to A. P. Duggan, April 19, 1924; A. P. Duggan to J. E. 
Montgomery, December 19, 1925; A. P. Duggan to Sam Davidson, March 16, 
1925, TxLT. 



CHAPTER III 

A SISTER COMPANY AND THE 1920'S 

The year 1925 was a big one for the Yellow House Land Company. The 

Littlefield Properties had been holding the undivided half interest in 

ranch lands bequethed to Major Littlefield's heirs. As stipulated in 

his will, the land was to be held in trust for five years following his 

death. The trustees were empowered to sell the land, however, each heir 

receiving a pro rata share of each sale. Certificates were issued, 

redeemable at the American National Bank in Austin, Texas. 

The trustees sold little land themselves, but did allow the Yellow 

House Land Company to sell it on a commission basis. The company made 

only a few sales, because of an unusual contract clause which required 

the Littlefield Properties to receive $6 per acre cash on each sale. On 

an average labor containing 177.1 acres the total cash amount due Little

field Properties was $1,062.60. Under the terms of sale used by the 

company, the cash down payment was $354.20—half of which went to pay 

the agent's commission. Thus to sell Littlefield Properties land the 

Yellow House Land Com.pany had, in effect, to advance the purchaser $708.40. 
2 

Wrs. Allen Duggan Gracy to D. J. Conger, Interview, May 5, 1968. 

A. P. Duggan to the Littlefield Properties, August 18, 1924, TxU. 

48 
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Thus, for this reason, plus the increasing tax burden on the land and the 

fact that the Yellow House Land Company desired land closer to Littlefield, 

five years after Major Littlefield's death both parties readily agreed to 

a sale. 

The remaining portion of the undivided one-half interest in the 

Yellow House Ranch was transferred in a series of four deeds, all dated 

March 4, 1925. One was to S. D. Hunter of Lubbock, Texas, and three were 

to the Yellow House Land Company. The first deed transferred sixty-four 

labors to Hunter for a total consideration of $197,305.40. Of this amount 

$5,305.40 was in cash and the remainder in a series of 192 promissory 

3 

notes of $1,000 each, bearing six per cent interest until maturity. 

The second deed transferred to the company 287 labors of land for 

a total consideration of $885,222.30. Eight hundred sixty-one promissory 

notes of $1,000 each were issued by the company and the remaining 

$24,222.30 was paid in cash. This transaction was known as "the big deed" 
4 

by company officials. 

The third deed conveyed tracts number 13, 14 and 15 of the G. W. 

Goodman survey; tracts 1, 4 and 5 of the T. E. Michael survey, and the 

east one-half of labor 11, league 16. Total consideration was $7,370.35. 

A total of twenty-four promissory notes were executed by the company for 

this transaction, nine notes having a principal sum of $280 each, nine 

having a principal sum of $360 each, and three having a principal sum of 

$500 each. The remaining $110.35 V7as paid in cash. 

•̂ Deed, March 4, 1925, Deed Records of Lamb County, VII, 177, TxLT. 

Ibid,, A. P. Duggan to Littlefield Properties, June 27, 1965, TxU. 

^Deed, March 4, 1925, Deed Records of Lamb County, VII, 177, TxLT. 
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The fourth and final deed conveyed thirty separate tracts of land 

to the company for a total consideration of $103,977.66, evidenced by 

eighty-seven promissory notes aggregating $102,675 and the remainder 

in cash. At this point Littlefield Properties had $30,005.71 in cash 

and promissory notes aggregating $1,162,950.71 acquired from the Yellow 

House Land Company and S. D. Hunter. They also held $727,687.85 in 

vendor's lien notes given them by some 227 previous purchasers of Little-

field lands. 

The same day—March 4, 1925—the deeds transferring the Littlefield 

Properties' land to Hunter and the Yellow House Land Company were com

pleted., the trustees of the company organized the Plains Investment 

Company, a mortgage company whose purpose was to hold the liens of the 

Yellow House Land Company, S. D. Hunter, and the previous purchasers of 

7 
land, and to control all mineral rights on the land. The investment 

company was authorized 

to purchase from the Littlefield Land Company 
and purchase from the Littlefield Properties 
vendor's lien notes executed and given by 
Yellow House Land Company and by other pur
chasers, respectively, for lands kno\ra as the 
Littlefield Lands situated in Lamb, Bailey, 
Hockley and Cochran Counties, in total aggre
gate principal sum of not exceeding Two Million 
($2,000,000) Dollars, secured by vendor's liens 
on the respective land for which the notes were 
given. 

^Ibid. 

^Ersell C. Duke to D. J. Conger, interview, April 3, 1969. 

^Minutes, Plains Investment Company, March 4, 1925, TxLT. 
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In payment for the notes, the Plains Investment Company authorized the 

issuance of 4̂ %̂ bonds in an amount not to exceed two million dollars. 

To secure payment of the bonds W. H. Badger was authorized to 

execute and deliver to the American National Bank 
of Austin, Texas, as TRUSTEE, a trust deed, attested 
by the Secretary-Treasurer and the corporate seal 
affixed thereto, conveying and transferring to and 
depositing with said TRUSTEE the vendor's lien notes 
to be purchased as aforesaid, together with the liens 
securing the same. 

By August 10, 1925, the Plains Investment Company had delivered 1,890 

bonds to the American National Bank. The Littlefield heirs were now in 

a position to accept the more easily divisible bonds "in lieu of cash 

for their interest in the estate." 

With the acquisition of the remaining Littlefield lands, the company 

completed its land purchases in the area. Company operations were reduced 

to the less spectacular but more profitable duties of selling the newly 

acquired acreage. The biggest battle the company had yet to win was to 

prove the land could be used to grow cotton profitably. Much progress 

had been made already, but more was needed. In 1923 slightly over two 

thousand bales had been produced in Lamb County; by 1924 the figure had 

reached 10,000 bales. 

Company Manager W. H. Badger felt that this figure could be greatly 

expanded if farmers could be induced to farm their holdings more intensively, 

9 
Ibid. 

Ibid. 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), March 12, 1925. 



52 

To encourage this a contest was sponsored by the company. Cash prizes 

were to be awarded "for the three best five-acre yields of cotton raise. . . 

1 o 

on land formally belonging to the company." First prize was $300, second 

prize $150, and third prize $50. Strict records of planting, cultivation, 

and picking were to be kept and no irrigation was allowed.''' 

The company had already made some 500 sales of land, so the contest 

was expected to draw a large number of entrants. An unprecedented freeze 

hit the Littlefield area that year, however, and the company had only 

fifty entries. Of this number only a handful finished the contest. Despite 
14 the poor turnout the company made the intended awards the following March. 

The disappointing cotton contest did not deter the growth of cotton 

industry in Littlefield. Indeed, the prospects for cotton production were 

such that two new gins were planned for Littlefield during the spring of 

1925. Two ginners—H. L. Adams and Robert Bigham—from Hill and Bell 

counties respectively, began building a 4-80 gin during May. It was 

completed in time to gin the fall crop. Two other ginners purchased gin 

sites but felt it prudent to wait until the cotton crop was larger before 

beginning actual construction. 

Cases of individual reluctance to gamble on the new cotton area were 

rare, however. Sales continued briskly through the spring and summer and 

by July 30, the Littlefield paper ran a headline boasting "recent sales 

12 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), March 19, 1925. 

13 

Ibid. 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), March 11, 1926. 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), May 7, 1925. 
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of Yellowhouse /_sic_/ Land Company totaled 9,000 acres. ""''̂  Rains had 

been good in the spring and prospects for heavy fall selling looked 

excellent. Cotton, though do\m in price from 1924, was still selling 

at better than 20c per pound (See Table 3). 

As land sales throughout the surrounding area increased Littlefield, 

more and more becoming the trading hub for the area, also began to grow. 

In 1924 Littlefield had only two or three business buildings and a few 

residences. By 1925 the "population had more than doubled several times." 

Having acquired the Littlefield Properties' land to accomodate just 

such growth, the company felt the time had come to cut up some of its 

acreage adjoining Littlefield into residential lots. The result was 

the Yellowhouse addition to Littlefield, opened by the company in 

November, 1925. The two hundred acre addition had been a portion of the 

orchard on the LED ranch belonging to Major Littlefield and many of the 

trees were still standing, giving purchasers ready-made shade and leading 

the newspaper to comment that the addition "will doubtless prove to be 

18 
one .of the most coveted residential sections in the entire town." The 

19 
subdivision contained over 200 lots, selling for $150 per lot. 

The year of 1924-25 was, then, a big one for the company. It sold 

67,974.1 acres of land and 8 tovTnsites (See Appendix 6). The area produced 

•''̂ Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), July 30, 1925. 

•"•̂ Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), July 16, 1936. 

18 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), November 5, 1925. 

19 
Sales records. Yellow House Land Company, TxLT. 
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11,329 bales of cotton and twelve active gins were operating, including 

the new gin in Littlefield (See Appendices 1 and 2). The company acquired 

approximately 200,000 acres of new land to sell, organized a mortgage 

company, and opened a residential section in Littlefield. In addition, 

the Texas Utilities Company was putting in a new high line to Littlefield, 

offering the promise of improved electric service, and the State Highway 

Commission V7as buying easements along the Lubbock to Littlefield highway 

1 .^ 20 
in order to widen it by twenty feet. The area was coming to life. 

Nineteen hundred and twenty-six began briskly for the company. Tv70 

farms V7ere sold on New Year's Day and four more sold the following day. 

But the competition was also getting keener. A second subdivision of the 

Halsell lands had been opened in July of 1925 and 36,000 acres of that 

land had already been disposed of to 152 purchasers. Judge R. C. Hopping 

was acting as sales manager for the second subdivision, and Duggan's old 

nemisis was proving as adept at moving the new lands as he had been with 

21 
the earlier subdivision. 

If Duggan had doubts about the prospects for the coming year he kept 

them to himself. In a letter to J. B, Moore, an Austin real estate agent, 

he wrote, 

the writer believes that 1926 will be a good year. 
During his residence of 13 years out here he has 
noticed good, bad, and indifferent, and it has been 
so long nov7 since we have had a real good year that 
he thinks the time is ripe for that very thing now, 
and confidently expects that to happen. 

Of) 

Sales Records, Yellow House Land Company, TxLT; A. P. Duggan to 
Littlefield Properties, July 7, 1925; Clayborne Harvey to A, P. Duggan, 
July 21, 1925, TxU. 

21 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), January 7, 1926. 
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His optimism seemed justified. In 1920 there were only 172 farm owners 

in Lamb County. By 1926 there were 632, almost a four-fold increase. 

Crops had been good enough to 1925 to warrant a cotton compress at 

Littlefield and a group of businessmen made final arrangements for a 

$60,000 facility in January.^^ 

The big news of 1926 was, however, not the prospect of a land sales 

boom. Rather, talk of an oil boom, and the possible riches that such a 

boom might entail, occupied the center of attention. On July 5, 1926, seven 

trucks passed through Littlefield on their way to the site of an oil rig 

drilled on company land. The V7ell V7as drilled on labor 3, league 697, 

located approximately fourteen miles southwest of Littlefield. Contract 

negotiations had been in process for over a month, but drilling was not 

begun until July 21. Littlefield residents felt "it V7as only a matter 

of time until Littlefield will be in the center of a big oil play such as 

0/ 

is now being carried on in other portions of the State." 

The test well was to be drilled to a depth of 3,500 feet and this 

drilling, coupled with a test well being drilled at Bledsoe, also south

west of Littlefield, "brought new visions to many citizens who had wit

nessed the site of other sections of Texas V7here the liquid gold had been 
25 

discovered in big paying quantities." 

23 Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), January 14 and January 21, 1926. 

0/ 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), July 8, 1926. 

Ibid. 
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The aura of optimism V7as duly reflected in company policy. No 

longer did Duggan plead with those behind on their payments to seek 

refinancing. Rather, with the "wonderful crops this year, and. . .a 

good deal of oil activity in here at this time" it was his judgment 

that perhaps the best thing for delinquents was to sell their land. 

But the company's primary business was the sale of farm land and it 

was a good year, sales totaling 45,243 acres. How much the land sales 

were helped by the possibility of oil in the area is difficult to ascertain, 

but at the close of the year the company had approximately four hundred 

farmsites available and many of the prospective purchasers were exhibiting 

a "dual interest" in the land. "Land southwest of Littlefield, where 

the test well is being put down," commented the newspaper editor, "is 

27 

said to be strongly in demand." Prospects for the entire area V7ere so 

enhanced by the possibility of oil that the Texas Land Exchange was think

ing of printing a magazine, the contents of which v7ould be entirely "com-
28 

posed of publicity for Lubbock and Lamb and adjoining counties." 

• There is no doubt that 1926 was a good year both for the company and 

purchasers of Yellow House land. Cotton production jumped to 39,957 bales 

A. P. Duggan to Mrs. Ada Canada, August 7, 1926; A. P. Duggan to 
Mr. G. B. Everett, September 20, 1926; TxLT. 

27 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), August 19, 1926. 

28 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), December 9, 1926. 
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and another gin was added in Lamb County. Due to a record national 

crop of almost 18 million bales, the price of cotton dropped to below 

130 per pound, but in Lamb County the increased production more than 

29 
offset the reduced price. 

By 1927 the flurry of oil excitement was over and the company was 

again presenting the Yellow House land as just good cotton land. For 

cotton farmers 1927 was a mixed year. Flood damage in some cotton areas 

and heavy boll wevil infestation in others reduced the total U. S. 

30 
acreage planted in cotton. Littlefield, too, felt the effects of the 

elements and the number of bales of cotton harvested fell from almost 

40,000 of the previous year to 14,506 in 1927, although the overall 

reduction in acreage did serve to drive up the price per bale to just 

over twenty cents. 

If farmers were having a mixed year, the company was doing well. On 

February 22, the trustees met and declared a 100% ($80,000) cash dividend 

to be paid immediately. The company also felt sound enough to take over 

the notes of J. P. White if the landowners had been unable to meet their 

31 

obligations. 

Land sales continued, though less briskly, throughout 1927, enabling 

the company to declare another 100% cash dividend on January 7, 1928. But 

29 
Total revenue in Lamb County from cotton was $230,318 in 1925. In 

1926 the total revenue was $1,108,253. Figures estimates by author based 
on Tables 1 and 3. 

30 
Gilbert C, Fite and Jim E, Reese, An. Economic History of the United 

States (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1965), p. 554. 
31 
A. P. Duggan to Peter Herring, Septcrubor 30, 1927; Minutes, Yellow 

House Land Company, February 22, 1927, TxLT. 
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the dividend left the company short of cash and hence unable to meet the 

interest on the J. P. White notes. The company asked for, and received, 

32 an extension on these notes. 

The company underwent an o\<7nership and organizational change in 

May of 1928 when Arthur P. Duggan resigned his dual secretary-treasurer-

ship in the Yellow House Land Company and Plains Investment Company 

because of increased community service. Duggan "spent a lot of time on 

public activities like the Littlefield Chamber of Commerce and the West 

33 

Texas Chamber of Commerce." He was elected President of the latter 

body in 1928 and resigned to assume his new duties. R. T. Badger was 

elected to serve in his place. 

By January of 1929 the company had sold all but 100,000 acres of 

its land. But land sales had fallen off a great deal since 1925—the 

company's biggest year. For this reason it was decided to set aside 

some 30,000 acres, cut the acreage into small farms, and rent "combination 
35 

farm and stock proposition(s)....at attractive prices." 

Nineteen hundred and twenty-nine V7as one of those years which "like 

some poets and politicians and some lovely women, are singled out for fame 

32 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, January 7, 1928 and April 3, 

1928, TxLT. 
33 
A. P. Duggan, Jr. to Sylvan Dunn, interview, August 17, 1956, 

Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College. 
34 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, May 21, 1928; Minutes, Plains 

Investment Company, May 21, 1928; A. P. Duggan to Plains Investment Com
pany, May 21, 1928, TxLT. 

35 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), January 3, 1929. 
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far beyond the common lot." The country was riding atop a speculative 

"bubble" and Thursday, October 24, 1929, the bubble burst. Almost 

thirteen million share of stock changed hands that day in Nev7 York and 

the country was plunged into the worst financial depression in its 

w . 37 
history. 

New York must have seemed remote to R. T, Badger as he proudly 

38 
announced to the editor of the Littlefield newspaper that 

many land owners are now paying off their notes, 
most of which are not due until January 1, while 
many others who are behind in notes and interest 
are coming in and clearing up all past indebted
ness, some even making future payments not yet due. 

Such splendid cooperation from purchasers was not to last, but it allowed 

39 
the company to pay a $40,000 dividend on December 28, 1929. 

^^John Kennedy Galbraith, The Great Crash (New York: Houghton-Mifflin 

Company, 1954), p. 1. 

•^^Ibid., pp. 103-104. 

^^Lamb County Leade^ (Littlefield), October 17, 1929. 

^^Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, Deccr.ibcr 28, 1929, TxLT. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE DEPRESSION DECADE 

The 1920's were generally prosperous for the company; the 1930's 

would be much less so. The underlying do\mward trends of the 1920's 

culminated in the "depression decade" of the 1930's. Farm prices were 

generally down from the "golden era" of 1910-1914 and cotton was no 

exception. In addition "tariffs rataliatory to the Hawley Smoot Act of 

1930 gave the United States mounting carryovers of the staples," including 

cotton. Other factors were serving to reduce the demand for cotton in 

the U. S. •} 

Cotton of India, Argentina, and Brazil competed 
with that grown in the United States, cutting 
the proportion of the country's crop exported 
from nearly two-thirds to something over half. 
Rayon and other synthetic fibers reduced the 
demand for cotton more than the automobile 
and similar new industrial uses expanded it. 

The company began the 1930's by increasing its debt. Habitually 

short of cash, the trustees voted to float a 6% bond issue for $100,000. 

There seemed no reason for alarm yet. Land sales continued moderately 

through 1929-30, leaving the company with 71,592.8 acres unsold on April 

30, 1930. Confidence in cotton as a cash crop remained high in Littlefield, 

Broadus Mitchell, Depression Decade, From New Era Through New Deal, 
1929-1941 (NeivT York: Harper & Row, Publishers, Incorporated, 1969), 
p. 184. 

^Ibid., p. 182. 
60 
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despite the steady decline in cotton prices. In June of 1930 the Texas 

Cooperative Association opened a branch weighing and classing office in 

Littlefield after area farmers pledged at least 15,000 bales of cotton 

would be delivered for inspection and weighing. 

Conditions deteriorated rapidly, however. The average price of 

cotton in the Littlefield area for 1930 was 9.6l(:̂  per pound. In 1931 

that price fell to 5.570 per pound. Area farmers reacted in traditional 

fashion—they increased their acreage. Cotton production in 1931 nearly 

doubled in Lamb County over that of the previous year and the County led 

the state in yield per acre (See Appendix 4). 

At the trustees' meeting held April 9, 1931, the financial affairs 

of the company were discussed and found to be good. Taxes had been paid 

4 
and the J. P. White interest had been met. But the Minutes noted that 

due to the general financial depression and slow 
collections, it was decided, however, that the 
Company would not pay any dividend for the year 
ending April 30, 1931. 

The Minutes also noted that 

while it was shown that the Company is in splendid 
financial condition, it has little money on hand, 
due to uncollected notes and interest delinquent 
because of general depressed conditions and low 
prices of farm products. These delinquent notes 
and interest, as a rule, are well secured however, 
and a large part will be collected. The uncollected 
interest is a valuable asset though not showing in 
the profit. 

3 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, February 8, 1930; Income Tax 

Statement, Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1930, TxLT; Lamb County 
Leader (Littlefield), June 26, 1930, 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, April 9, 1931, TxLT, 
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The shortage of cash necessitated a loan of $61,000, the money to be 

used to pay Plains Investment Company that amount owed them on open 

, 6 
account. 

The uncollected interest may have been a "valuable asset" to the 

Yellow House Land Company trustees, but to holders of Yellow House notes 

with interest past due, it was no substitute for a cash payment. Little

field Properties had retained some of the Yellow House notes and was 

"unwilling to grant any extensions at all" as the company was already in 

arrears two years on its interest to the trust estate. 

With cotton at 5^0 per pound, there seemed little hope of farmers 

realizing enough from their crops to meet the interest and principal 

payments due January 1, 1932. Foreclosure was not the answer for such 

action would leave the company with more acreage to dispose of v7ithout 

altering its cash position. Realizing this, the company took extraordinary 

action in October, 1931, which made the following headlines in the Lamb 

County Leader: 

Yellowhouse /sic_/ Land Company acts in interest of 
farmers in this area. Will take cotton in payment 
of notes and interest. 

In a letter sent to all purchasers of Yellow House Land the company 

explained that until cotton prices increased it would take cotton "at 70 

^Ibid. 

M. H. Goldsmith to Yellow House Land Company, May 20, 1951, TxU. 

o 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), October 1, 1931. 
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basis middling as payment on Yellow House Land Company notes and interest."^ 

Plains Investment Company later agreed to accept cotton in lieu of in

terest due them. 

The federal government, too, was moving in the direction of farm 

relief. There was talk in Congress of "legislation which would contem

plate suspension by land banks of interest collections for at least one 

year." Those who had taken Duggan's advice to re-finance their farms 

with the Federal Land Bank of Houston, could also expect liencency. 

Writing to Mr. Paul Bestor, Farm Loan Commissioner for the Federal Farm 

Loan Bureau, the President of the Federal Land Bank of Houston outlined 

12 
his bank's foreclosure record: 

Of the 68,775 loans made by the Federal Land 
Bank of Houston since organization, 890, or 
one and 20/100%, have resulted in foreclosure. 
Of this number the bank has foreclosed 324, or 47/100 
of 1%. As of October 31, 1931, the Federal Land Bank 
owned 196 farms, while the associations had title to 
203 securities, or a total of 399 out of the 890 
originally foreclosed. If we had pursued a drastic 
Snd unsympathetic course of foreclosures, we could 
have had many times more. 

Action taken by the company such as that and the federal credit agencies 

were badly needed by depression farmers. 

9 
Form letter. Yellow House Land Company, October 1, 1931, TxLT. 

Minutes, Plains Investment Company, October 22, 1932, TxLT. 

Senator Federick Steiwer to the Federal Farm Loan Bureau, August 18, 
1931, White House file, l-E/44, Hoover Presidential Library, West Branch, 
Iowa. 

12 
M. H. Gossett to Paul Bestor, November 14, 1931, l̂ iite House file 

l-E/43, Hoover Papers. 
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The premium on cotton purchased by the company was soon increased 

to 8c basis middling and farmers responded enttiusiastically, rendering 

3,615 bales to the company, receiving either 7 or 80 basis middling. 

But cotton prices remained low and the com.pany V7as forced to dispose of 

the cotton at 5.37 and 5.600 basis middling, for a loss of $38,768.03. 

The company also purchased 3,400 bales of futures at 7.410 and were 

forced to dispose of them at 5.970- The loss was $7.20 per bale, or 

$25,340.20.-^^ 

These large losses, coupled with the company's poor sales record 

in 1931-32—only 181.2 acres sold—left it with the first unprofitable 

year since inception, losing $10,380.80 after taxes. Cotton purchases 

notwithstanding, the company was forced to foreclose on 3,885.3 acres 

of land and ended the year with nearly 4,000 acres more than it began 

with. 

Absorption of heavy cotton losses left the company unable to meet 

the J. P. \^ite interest due and 14,016.7 acres, comprising the Yellow 

House Headquarters Ranch, was deeded back to VJhite, who surrendered and 

cancelled $126,000 in company notes due him. The company also failed to 

meet its obligations to Plains Investment Company, causing that concern 

to default to its bonds. Plains Investment Company attempted to borrow 

13 
Income Tax Statements, Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1931, 

TxLT. 

Ibid. 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, October 22, 1923; Loan Applica
tion, Plains Investment Company, March 4, 1932; Minutes, Plains Investment 
Company, October 22, 1932; TxLT; Mr. T. B. Benson to D. J. Conger, interview, 
April 26, 1969. 
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$200,000 from the newly created Reconstruction Finance Corporation in 

March of 1932, but was refused the loan,"''̂  

The fiscal year 1932-33 produced another loss for the company. The 

land returned to J. P. KThite was valued at $13.20 by the company, yet 

the price to -̂Jhite (in cancelled notes) V7as $9.00 per acre, leaving the 

company with a loss of $13,204.89. Cotton continued to be accepted at 

a premium causing a loss of $20,564.82. 

On October 14, 1933, the trustees met to discuss the company's 

financial standing, and agreed that "every effort must be made to 

convert more land into interest bearing paper." To further collections 

the premium paid by the company on cotton V7as raised to lÔ iO basis mid

dling. The Alexander brothers, successful agents for the company in the 

1920's, were given a contract to sell twenty-six tracts of land on the 

"bale per acre plan." This plan required the purchaser to make a $100 

down payment; drill a well; build a house; break at least 150 acres, 100 

of which must be in cotton; and deliver to the company eleven bales of 

cotton per year until one bale had been delivered for every acre of land 

sold. 

This action, coming in October, 1933, moved directly against the 

national efforts of the newly elected Rossevelt Administration. The 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, October 22, 1923; Loan 
Application, Plains Investment Company, March 4, 1932; Minutes, Plains 
Investment Company, October 22, 1932, TxLT; Mr. T. B. Benson to D. J. 
Conger, interviev7, April 26, 1969. 

Income Tax Statement, Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1933, TxLT. 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, October 14, 1933, TxLT. 
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Agricultural Adjustment Act, passed in May of 1933, was aimed at re

establishing parity between prices paid by farmers and prices received 

by them. The Act included means of restricting output to help achieve 

this parity. The 1933 cotton crop promised to be especially large as 

the AAA had been passed too late to prevent cotton acreage from being 

planted. Consequently, the plow-up campaign in August, 1933, resulted 

19 

in a reduction of some 10,000,000 acres of cotton. Two months later 

the company began a land sales promotion whose major aim was to increase 

cotton acreage. 

Partly for the above reasons and partly because of the continuing 

low price of cotton, the company's land sales were minimal—1,480.5 

acres—for 1933~-34. But the AAA did have a salutary effect on the 

company as farmers moved to take advantage of the direct payments to 

them by the government for reducing acreage, thereby lowering the amount 
20 

of cotton the company was purchasing at a premium. The company accepted 

only 491 bales of cotton in 1933-34 at lÔ Ô basis middling and sold the 

majority of it for 9.7o basis middling, resulting in a loss of only 

$2,170.32. This, coupled with an almost three-fold increase in the amount 

of land rented by the company and an increase in collections on previous 

land sold (See Table 5) allowed the company to show its first profit 

since 1931. A 50% dividend was promptly declared, $34,000 in cash and 
21 

$6,000 in Plains Investment Company bonds ov7ned by the company. 

Mitchell, Depression Decade, pp. 187-89. 

^^Two million pounds of Lamb County cotton was in the National Pool 
by the end of the 1934 growing season, ̂ ounty Wide New^ (Littlefield, 
November 22, 1934. 

"̂̂ Income tax statement. Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1933; 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, May 19, 1934, TxLT. 
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The depression and governmental action took their toll in Lamb County. 

Cotton production in 1933 and 1934 was dovTn one-third to one-half the 

production of previous years. The weather was also an inhibiting factor 

in 1934 as "drouth conditions in the Great Plains area of the United States 

became so severe that it was necessary for the Federal Government to take 

emergency steps to rescue dying cattle, relieve destitute families and 

22 
safeguard human life." The County Wide News commerated the anniversary 

of a "black duster" which "hit here on a Sunday and throv7ed /_sic/ panic 

and fear into the heart of many. The sun disappeared and all went black 

1,23 
and dark." Rainfall for the year was the lowest recorded during the 

9/ 

1930's—only 12.67 inches. The result of these factors was a net 

25 
decrease in the number of farmers in Lamb County from 1930 to 1935. 

New Deal programs, while at first welcomed, gradually became more 

coercive and hence more repugnant to West Texas farmers. The Bankhead 

Cotton Control Act of 1934 was one New Deal measure which brought organized 

complaint from West Texas farmers. In September, 1935, some sixty farmers 

gathered at Smyre, southeast of Littlefield, to protest "alleged dis

crimination, variation in the lint per acre allotment," and to criticize 

"ginning permits (that) indicated much less poundage than the contracts 

called for." 

22 
President's Committee on the Great Plains, The Future of the Great 

Plains (VJashington: Government Printing Office, 1936), p. 1. Reprinted 
in George McGovern, Agricultural Thought in the Twentieth Century (New 
York: Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., 1967), p. 217. 

^^County Wide News (Littlefield), July 16, 1936. 

9/ 

County Wide News (Littlefield), September 4, 1941. 

^^County Wide News (Littlefield), March 7, 1935. 

^^County Wide News (Littlefield), September 19, 1938, 
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The Company took no public stand on New Deal legislation, but land 

sales continued to suffer. However, 1935 was a better year for Lamb 

County farmers. Cotton remained above ten cents per pound and produc

tion, bolstered by the best spring rains since 1927, rose from 12,070 

bales in 1934 to 51,675 bales in 1935. Production remained high in 

1936 with 49,403 bales ginned in Lamb County—14,882 of those in 

27 
Littlefield. 

With increased prices and production, confidence began to return 

to the area. A new cotton oil mill opened in November, 1936; housing 

shortages developed in Littlefield; new car sales and bank deposits were 

28 
up, and old-timers were sagely commenting that 

when Lamb County gets a good crop, you can run 
a yellow dog across the street in the fall and 
someone will make a cash bid for him. It indeed 
commences that that yellow dog will hear his 
worth estimated on bid in the closing months 
of the present year. 

The company was not sharing in the return of prosperity, however. 

Meeting in January of 1936 the trustees discussed the company's difficul

ties. Sales and collections had been so poor that the company was not 

able to meet a $10,729.14 interest payment due J. P. IvTiite and V7as granted 

an extension until April 1, 1941. White also agreed to lower the interest 

rate on the notes from 6 to 5%. By May it was obvious that the company 

^\amb County Leader (Littlefield), July 23, 1926. 

^^County Wide News (Littlefield), July 16, 1936; Lamb County Leader 
(Littlefield), November 19 and December 3, 1936, 
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would not be able to meet the principal payment on notes held by the 

Plains Investment Company. A ten year extension on these notes was 

asked. 

Plains Investment Company agreed to extend the notes until May 1, 

1945. However, under the terms of the Yellow House Trust Declaration, 

the trust was to last for twenty-one years and would therefore expire 

in April, 1944. For this reason the Trust Declaration was amended 

March 13, 1937, as follows: 

Unless sooner terminated as hereinafter provided, 
the trust hereby created shall continue for and 
until May 1, 1950, 

At this time the company was still in possession of more than 

60,000 acres of farmland in Lamb and Hockley counties. Farm sales had 

picked up considerably in 1936-37, but were still much below the company's 

31 
big years in the 1920's. 

Speculation concerning the possibility of oil in the area refused 

to be squelched, despite the failure of the 1920's. Exploratory drilling 

began again when the company signed a contract with the Maraciabo Oil 

Exploration Corporation of Dallas, Texas, for a test well, and the Company 

continued to receive lease payments for such exploratory drilling for 

32 
several years (See Appendix 5). 

29 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, January 10 and May 4, 1936, TxLT. 

30 
Amendment to Agreement and Declaration of Trust of the Yellov; House 

Land Company, March 13, 1937, Deed Records of Lamb County, LXIII, 76, TxLT. 
31 
Income tax statement. Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1937, TxLT. 

32 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, February 16, 1937, TxLT. 
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With both Wliite and Plains Investment Company notes extended, collec

tions and farm rentals up due to the good crop year, and over $4,000 in 

oil lease income, the company felt confident enough to declare a 60% 

($48,000) dividend for the fiscal year ending April 30, 1937.^^ 

Prospects for the coming year looked better than at any time since 

the onset of the depression in 1929. Cotton reached a 150 price in 

April, 1937, for the first time in seven years. This gave rise to 

expectations that "thousands of West Texas acres idle or diverted to 

other crops will be planted to cotton this year." An oil strike in 

Hockley County brought a frenzy of leasing activity throughout the 

area. The Soil Conversation Act of 1936 produced an influx of $69,478. 

in compliance checks to 272 area farmers, and depiste a fifty per cent 

cotton replant necessitated by heavy rains, persistent rumors of low 

seed germination and loss of potential profit to the area as a result of 

low grade and short staple cotton. Lamb County had its biggest cotton 

crop on record, producing over 100,000 bales. And rural electrification 

for the County appeared a reality when over fifty farmers signed up for 

35 
service when available. 

Income tax statements attest that 1937-38 was the best year for the 

company since 1929-30, Enough idle funds were on hand to allow the company 

33 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, April 29, 1937, TxLT. 

^County Wide News (Littlefield), April 1, 1937. 

•̂ Ĉounty Wide News (Littlefield), April 1, April 8, April 22, 
May 13, and May 27, 1937. 
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to begin buying Plains Investment Company bonds, and another 60% dividend 

was declared. The prosperity was not due to a resumption of heavy land 

selling. Rather, farm rentals and oil leases accounted for most of the 

company's revenue. Over 60,000 acres of land remained unsold. Taking 

cognizance of this the company "decided to use special efforts to sell 

as much land as possible during the coming season." 

The special efforts were apparently successful as sales for 1938-39 

climbed to 8,968.3 acres, up from 2,338.1 acres the previous year. Never

theless, the company showed a net profit of only $128.82 because of a 

38 
large interest payment to J. P. White. 

The "depression decade" had taken its toll on the company. On May 1, 

1930, the company was still in possession of 71,592.8 acres of land. Sales 

during the decade totaled 46,222 acres, yet foreclosures had been so high 

that the net acreage disposed of was only 18,294.6 acres, including the 

14,016.7 acres deeded back to J. P. White at a loss of $4.20 per acre. 

The company lost money during two years of the decade, broke even a third, 

and" the profits in the other years were due largely to collections on 

sales made in the '20's, farm rentals, and pasturage and oil leases. 

Kept afloat by loans and extensions, the Yellow House Land Company sur

vived the depression, but that was all. 

<3/-

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, April 13 and April 29, 1938, 
TxLT. 

37 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, April 13, 1938, TxLT, 

38 
Income tax statement. Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1939, 

TxLT. 



CHAPTER V 

FINAL YEARS AND DISSOLUTION 

The 1940's began on a sad note for the company. On January 17, 1940, 

W. H. Badger, President of both the Yellow House Land Company and the 

Plains Investment Company since their inception, passed away in Austin, 

Texas. Joseph Cocke, of Austin, was elected trustee in the place of 

Badger and was later elected President of both companies. 

The company began the '40's in a more liquid position than at any 

time since the middle 1920's. Seizing the opportunity, the trustees 

began using idle funds to retire notes held by the Plains Investment 

Company. Thirty thousand dollars was set aside for that purpose on 

January 20, 1940.^ 

Land sales were the highest the company had experienced since 1926-27, 

aggregating 14,088.1 acres. Profits \-7ere also high—over $33,000 before 

taxes—and the company continued to retire its obligations. In fact, 

business was good enough to warrant remodeling of the company's offices 

3 
"to make rooms more comfortable." 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, January 20 and June 17, 1940, 
TxLT. 

^Ibid. 

3 
Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), July 11, 1940. 

72 

file:///-7ere


73 

On July 7, 1940, the trustees, who except for R. T. Badger, manager, 

resided in Austin, paid a visit to Littlefield to "look over their 

business interests in the South Plains." There were no notes made of the 

meeting, but they may have been discussing the possibilities of dissolu

tion, albeit the trust estate had been extended until 1950. Whatever the 

reason for the unofficial summer meeting, early in 1941 the company re

tired another $18,000 in notes held by the Plains Investment Company. 

In May of 1941 the company took additional steps to put its finan

cial affairs in order. The company borrowed $150,000—$60,000 from the 

American National Bank in Austin, and $90,000 from the Austin National 

Bank—to retire all the company's bonds held by Plains Investment Company 

and to repay various loans made to the company by its stockholders. As 

collateral the company pledged sixty-nine vendor's lien notes valued at 

$205,025.26. The loan was for a period of one year, at four per cent 

interest. 

The company exhibited a fancy bit of book juggling in handling a trans-

o 

action with one of its creditors V7hen it 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), July 11, 1940. 

Release of Vendor's Lien and Deed of Trust, Yellow House Land 
Company, December 29, 1941, Deed Records of Hockley County, LXII, TxLT. 

Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, May 10, 1941, TxLT. 

^Ibid. 

o 

Release of Trust Indenture, June 27, 1941, Deed Records of Lamb 
County, LXXXI, 265, TxLT. 
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arranged with D. C. Reed for Plains Investm-ent 
Company to take $42,000.00 of their bonds which 
Reed owns, and cancel an equal am.ount of notes that 
Reed ov7es Plains Inv. Co. on 14 tracts of his land 
which is still unsold, and get him to agree to take 
first lien land notes in payment for the balance 
of the bonds he holds, $45,000.00. 

With the retirement of bonds held by Plains Investment Company that 

concern was able to pay "the whole amount of principal and interest due 

and owing on all outstanding bonds and coupons issued" in 1925 when it 

was organized, and the American National Bank in Austin released the 

g 
notes it had been holding since that date. 

With the company again in possession of all "notes and securities, 

together with the liens, equities and titles" on the land, a decision 

was made to grant to the stockholders "an undivided non-participating 

royalty interest of one-sixteenth (1-16) of all oil, gas, and other 

minerals" to be found on the land. The undivided interest was conveyed 

in accordance with the percentage of o\i7nership evidenced by shares held 

by the stockholders, to wit: 

To M. H. Reed an undivided 15^% interest; 
To D. C. Reed an undivided 15 3/4% interest; 
To C. Badger Reed an undivided 15% interest; 
To Margaret Reed Cocke an undivided 15% interest; 
To R; T. Badger an undivided 1 7/8% interest; 
To E. H. Perry an undivided 3% interest; 
To Betty J. Badger an undivided 5 5/8% interest; 
To Margaret Reed Benson an undivided 12 3/4% interest; 
To the American National Bank of Austin, Texas, and 
Joseph Cocke as Trustees of the estate of Margaret 
Badger Reed, deceased, an undivided 15̂ 2% interest. 

9 
Mineral Deed, July 26, 1941, Deed Records of Lamb County, LXXXI, 

81, TxLT. 

10 
Ibid. 
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Another series of company notes was retired in January, 1942, when 

the company made a $30,000 payment to Plains Investment Company. By 

April, 1942, all J. P. VThite and Plains Investment Com.pany notes had 

either been paid or assumed by purchasers. Only 20,000 acres of land 

and a few town lots remained unsold. The company was, as usual, short 

of cash but had succeeded in converting most of its assets—valued at 

$868,796.08—into notes held by the company. 

The cash shortage was alleviated by a $50,000 loan—$7,000 from 

the Home State Bank at Marble Falls, Texas, and $43,000 from the Austin 

National Bank, for which $73,039.45 in vendor's lien notes were pledged 

as security. At this time the company's major liabilities were to Plains 

Investment Company, $104,481.87 on open account, and slightly over 

$500,000 in unrealized surplus and deferred income. Plains Investment 

Company was given a promissory note for the amount of indebtedness, 

the note to "mature on April 30th, 1945, and bear 6% interest from 

12 
May 1st, 1942." The above business transpired at the last meeting of 

the company's trustees. 

On December 21, 1942, stockholders in the Yellow House Land Company 

13 
received the following letter: 

TxLT. 
Income Tax Statement, Yellow House Land Company, April 30, 1942, 

12 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, May 27, 1942, TxLT. 

13 
Yellow House Land Company to all Stockholders, December 21, 1942, 

YXLT. 
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this is a notice to you as one of the stockholders 
of the Yellow House Land Company of a called meet
ing of the stockholders to be held at its offices 
on the Ninth Floor of the Littlefield Building, 
Austin, Texas, at 11:00 o'clock A. M. on Thursday, 
December 24, 1942. The purpose of such meeting 
is to discuss the dissolution of the corporation 
and the distribution of the assets. 

A similar letter was also sent by the Plains Investment Company. 

On December 24, the stockholders met and heard Joseph Cocke deliver 

the following analysis of the Company's financial position: 

the trust estate under the Internal Revenue Code 
was being taxed as a corporation, and that it 
was uneconomical to continue business; and there 
was no necessity for a continuation of the trust 
estate, and that all of the indebtedness of said 
trust estate, save and except the indebtedness of 
the trust estate in favor of Plains Investment 
Company, have been paid in full, \<iith the possible 
exception of current taxes for the year 1942; 
that the assets of the trust estate were capable 
of distribution in kind, and that the original 
declaration of trust, and the supplement tiiereto 
above mentioned, made adequate and ample provision 
for the dissolution of said trust estate. 

For these reasons it was deemed desirable to liquidate the trust 

estate. A vote was called for and the motion to dissolve was passed 

unanimously. The trustees received $1,000 each for their efforts on 

behalf of the company and R. T. Badger, who had managed the company since 

Duggan's resignation, received an additional $2,000, 

The company's assets were distributed on the basis of ownership 

15 
evidenced by shares outstanding, as follows: 

14 
Minutes, Yellow House Land Company, December 24, 1942, TxLT. 

Ibid. 
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R. T. Badger, 1-7/8% 
Bettie J. Badger, 5-5/8% 
E. H. Perry, 3% 
C. Badger Reed, 15% 
C. D. Reed, 15-3/4% 
M. H. Reed, 15̂ %̂ 
Margaret Reed Cocke, 15% 
Margaret M. Reed, 12-3/4% 
The American National Bank and Joseph Cocke, 
as Testamentary Trustees of the Estate of 
Margaret B. Reed, Deceased, 15̂ %̂ 

Payment was to "be made to them in land, cash, notes and/or both, as 

R. T. Badger, in his discretion, determines." On December 31, 1942, 

William J. Lawson, Secretary of State, of the State of Texas, signed 

the dissolution papers and the Yellov7 House Land Company passed from 

existence. 

Ibid. 

Dissolution Document, Yellow House Land Company, Deccr.bcr 31, 

1942, TxLT. 



CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Yellow House Land Company's existence spanned three decades, 

including a period of prosperity, the greatest Depression in the history 

of the United States, and part of a World War, It opened some 225,000 

acres of land in West Texas, a successful ranching area, for the farming 

of cotton, an unproved crop on the South Plains. And it did this at a 

time when agriculture was in the post-World War I slump. 

The company organized two communities: Pep and l\^itharrel, Texas, 

and was in a large measure responsible for the growth of Littlefield, 

Texas. In organizing Pep the company was forced to deal with the bigotry 

of West Texas against foreigners and Catholics. 

The land selling operations were organized in less than two months, 

yet the basic policies formulated during this period were used throughout 

the company's existence. But the company was flexible. Wlien conditions 

warranted, as they did during the 1930's, the trustees, did everything 

possible to keep buyers from losing their farms. The company also took 

an active interest in the farm owners after they had purchased the land, 

seeking ways of improving yields, passing on agricultural information to 

the farmers, helping them drill for water, and donating land and money 

for local schools, gins, and railroads. 
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The company's operations were largely confined to Texas and Oklahoma. 

In opening the land for the growing of cotton, the company hoped to attract 

buyers from the East and Central Texas cotton growing regions. This they 

did successfully. Buyers came from almost 200 towns in Texas. Many 

farmers fleeing the drought conditions in Oklahoma also resettled on 

Yellow House land. In the end the company drew over 1500 purchasers 

from nearly 300 towns in ten states. The vast majority of these pur

chasers were farmers who moved on to the land, improved it, and helped 

to make the South Plains one of the biggest cotton growing areas in Texas. 

As with most business operations, the goal of the trustees of the 

company was to make a profit for their stockholders. And despite a 

severe depression and generally depressed agricultural conditions through

out the company's operation, the venture was profitable. Stockholders 

regained their investment in the company when the first dividend was de

clared in 1928. Additional dividends totaled $168,000 and $466,021.76 

in land, cash and vendor's lieu notes distributed to the stockholders on 

December 31, 1942, upon dissolution. This made a total return to the 

stockholders of $714,021.76 on an $80,000 investment. 

Possibly the greatest contribution the company made was of a non

monetary nature—the successful settlement of a portion of the South Plains, 

Major Littlefield attempted to colonize the area from 1912 to 1920, but 

his efforts were aborted by drought and a war. The Yellow House Land 

Company finished Littlefield's earlier venture, making 1554 sales, fore

closing on only 167 of them, and proving in the process that grassland 
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could be turned into successful farm land if one had the foresight, 

dedication, and fortitude to see the process culminated. This, then 

is the legacy of the Yellow House Land Company. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books 

Castaneda, Carlos E. Our Catholic Heritage in Texas, 1519-1936, Vol. VII. 
Austin: Van Boeckmann-Jones Co., 1958. 

Connor, Seymour V. Adventure in Glory, 1836-1848. Austin: Steck-Vaughn 
Co., 1965. 

Cox, A. B. The Cottonseed Crushing Industry of Texas in Its National 
Setting.. Austin: Cotton Research Committee of Texas, 1949. 

Fite, Gilbert C , and Reese, Jim E. An Economic History of the United 
States. New York: Houghton-Mifflin Co., 1965. 

Galbraigh, John Kennedy. The Great Crash. New York: Houghton-Mifflin 
Co., 1954, 

Gracy, David B., II. Littlefield Lands: Colonization on the Texas Plains, 
1912-1920. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1968, 

Haley, J. Evetts. The XIT Ranch of Texas and the Early Days of the Llano 
Estacado. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961. 

Holden, W. C. "The Land." A History of Lubbock. Edited by Lawrence L. 
Graves. Minneapolis: The Lund Press, Inc., 1962. 

McGovern, George. Agricultural Thought 'in the Twentieth Century. New York: 
Dobbs-Merrill Co., 1967, 

Mitchell, Broadus. Depression Decade, From New Era Through New Deal, 1929-
1941. New York: Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 1969. 

Sheffy, L. F. The Life and Times of Timothy Dwight Hobart, 1855-1935. 
Canyon: The Panhandle-Plains Historical Society, 1950. 

Vigness, David M. The Revolutionary Decades, 1810-1836. Austin: Steck-
Vaughn Co. , 1965. 

Webb, Walter Prescott. The Great Plains. New York: Grossett & Dunlap, 1931 

81 



82 

Journals 

Crane, R. C. "The Settlement of the Indian Troubles in West Texas." 
West Texas Historical Association Year Book, I (June, 1925), p. 4 

. "Some Early History of the Panhandle-Plains Region of Texas." 
The Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, VIII (1935), p. 88. 

Gracy, David B., II "George Washington Littlefield: Portrait of a Cattle-
man." Southwestern Historical Quarterly, LXVIII, 2 (October, 1964), 
p. 241. 

Haley, J. Evetts. "Grass Fires of the Southern Plains." West Texas His
torical Association Year Book, V (June, 1929), p. 31. 

Harper, Carl. "Building the Santa Fe Railroad Through the South Plains." 
West Texas Historical Association Year Book, XI (November, 1935), 
P. 90. 

Holden, W. C. "The Buffalo of the Plains Area." West Texas Historical 
Association Year Book, II (June, 1926), p. 14. 

. "Immigration and Settlement in West Texas." West Texas Historical 
Association Year Book, V (June, 1929), p. 80. 

. "The Problem of Maintaining the Solid Range on the Spur Ranch." 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXXIV, 1 (July, 1930), p. 2, 

_. "West Texas Droughs." Southwestern Historical Quarterly, XXXII 
(October, 1928), p. 107. 

Holt, R. D. "The Introduction of Barbed Wire into Texas and the Fence 
Cutting War." West Historical Assocation Year Book, VI (June, 1930), 
p. 74. 

. "School Land Rushes in West Texas." West Texas Historical Associa
tion YearJBook, X (October, 1934), p. 42. 

Houston, Virginia H. Taylor. "Surveying in Texas," Southv7estern Historical 
Quarterly, LXV, 2 (October, 1961), p. 211. 

Kincaid, Naomi H. "Surface Water in West Texas." West Texas Historical 
Association Year Book, XLII (October, 1967), pp. 56-62. 

Miller, Thomas L. "Texas, Veterans, and Land." West Texas Historical 
Association Year Book, XXXIII (October, 1957), p. 17. 

Ramsdell, Charles W, , Jr. "Memories of a Texas Land Commissioner, W. C. 
Walsh." Soutlivzestern Historical Quarterly, XLIV, 4 (April, 1941), 
p. 490, 



83 

Journals (continued) 

Rathjen, Frederick W. "The Texas State House." Southv7estern Historical 
Quarterly, LX, 4 (April, 1957), p. 333. 

Rickard, J. A. "Hazards of Ranching on the South Plains," Southv7estern 
Historical Quarterly, XXXVIII, 4 (April, 1934), p. 316. 

. "South Plains Land Rushes," The Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, 
II (1929), p. 99. 

Stephenson, W. A. "Spanish Exploration and Settlement of West Texas Before 
the 18th Century." West Texas Historical Year Book, II (June, 1926), 
p. 69. 

Tinsley, J. D. "Agricultural Development of the Texas Panhandle." The 
Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, VIII (1935), p. 57. 

White, Lonnie J., ed. "Texas Panhandle News Items, 1877-1885, from the 
Dodge City Times." Panhandle-Plains Historical Review, XL (1967) 
p. 84. 

Magazines 

Hunter, J. Marvin. "Bits of Historical Information," Frontier Times, 
October, 1935, p. 73, 

Taylor, T. U. "Major George W. Littlefield." Frontier Times, September, 
1936, p. 575. 

Wallis, George A. "George W. Littlefield and the Yellow House Ranch." 
Progressive Farmer, December, 1935, p. 7. 

. "XIT, Once the Largest Cattle Ranch in the World." Progressive 
Farmer, November, 1935, p. 8. 

Newspapers 

County Wide News (Littlefield), 1934-1943. 

Lamb County Leader (Littlefield), 1925-1943. 



84 

Manuscript Collections 

Texas Technological College, Southwest Collection, Mrs. David C. 
Gracy Collection. 

Texas Technological College, Southwest Collection, Yellow House Land 
Co. Map files. 

Texas Technological College, Southv7est Collection, Yellow House Land 
Co. Records, 1912-1943. 

University of Texas, Archives, George W. Littlefield Collection, 1868-1942 

Unpublished Materials 

Batson, Kate Allen. "Railroad Development in Texas in Relations to 
Population Trends." Unpublished Master's Thesis, Baylor University, 
1936. 

Hoover Library, M. H. Gossett to Paul Bester. 

Hoover Library, Honorable Frederick Steiiv̂ er, United States Senator, 
(Oregon) to Federal Farm Loan Board. 

Martin, Robert Leslie. "A History of the Early Discoveries of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas in the Permian Basin and Panhandle of Texas." 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Texas Technological College, 1962. 

Patrick, Marvin A. "A Survey of Land Colonization Companies in Texas." 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of Texas, 1925. 

Paul, Jean Alexander. "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains." 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Texas Technological College, 1959. 

Phillips, Frances. "The Development of Agriculture in the Panhandle-
Plains Region of Texas to 1920." Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
West Texas State Teachers College, 1946. 

Rickard, John Allison. "The Ranch Industry of Texas South Plains." 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of Texas, 1927. 

Watkins, Orville R. "History of Hockley County." Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, Texas Technological College, 1941. 



85 

Interviews 

Alexander, J. E. to Darius J. Conger, Interview, July 30, 1968. 

Benson, T. B. to Darius J. Conger, Interview, April 26, 1969. 

Duggan, Arthur P. to Sylvan Dunn, Interview, August 17, 1956, taped, 

on file in the Southwest Collection, Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, Texas. 

Duke, Ersell C, to Darius J. Conger, Interview, April 3, 1969. 

Gracy, Mrs. Allen Duggan to Darius J. Conger, Interview, May 5, 1968. 

Spear, Mrs. Mamie Alexander to Darius J. Conger, Interview, August 1, 
1968. 



APPENDIX I 

Cotton Ginned (Running Bales) in Lamb County, Texas 
and in State of Texas 1923-1943 

Year 

1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Lamb County 

2,176 
10,173 
11,329 
39,957 
14,506 
33,735 
21,830 
18,888 
30,524 
35,903 
12,369 
12,070 
51,675 
49,043 
102,818 
42,054 
46,757 
60,500 
51,640 
39,000 
56,640 

State of Te> 

4,308,010 
4,912,312 
4,169,324 
5,531,748 
4,297,406 
5,066,111 
4,099,767 
4,010,397 
5,284,839 
4,483,810 
4,242,801 
2,495,600 
2,928,918 
2,865,885 
5,117,127 
3,031,005 
2,726,896 
3,234,000 
2,652,000 
3,038,000 
2,823,000 

Source: A. B. Cox, The Cottonseed Crushing Industry of Texas 
in its National Setting, Austin, Texas, 1949. 
Publisher: Cotton Research Committee of Texas 
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APPENDIX II 

Active and Idle Gins in Lamb County, 1923-1943 

Year Active Idle 

Source: Un 

1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

ipublished figures 

3 
7 
12 
13 
13 
14 
16 
22 
22 
26 
27 
22 
28 
30 
31 
29 
30 
30 
29 
27 
28 

supplied 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 

author by 
Research Bureau at the University of Texas. 
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APPENDIX III 

Estimated Average Prices on Texas Cotton, 1923-1943 

Year Average Price Average Spot Price 
Per Pound Per Lb. Middling . 
in Cents 5/16" Dallas, Texas' 

1923 27.77 * 
1924 22.98 * 
1925 20.33 * 
1926 12.72 * 
1927 20.11 19.37 
1928 17.64 18.46 
1929 16.89 15.72 
1930 9.61 9.59 
1931 5.57 5.78 
1932 6.23 6.99 
1933 9.86 10.73 
1934 12.51 12.37 
1935 10.99 11.55 
1936 11.83 12.88 
1937 8.44 8.75 
1938 8.23 8.70 
1939 8.72 9.66 
1940 9.97 10.65 
1941 16.22 18.10 
1942 17.99 19.96 
1943 19.04 20.38 

Nearest designated spot market to the Lamb County area was 
Dallas and prices in West Texas were based on the Dallas 
market. 

*not available. 

Source: Statistics on Cotton and Related Data, U. S. Dept. 
of Agriculture, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
Statistical Bulletin //99, Washington, D. C , 
June, 1951. 
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APPENDIX VI 

Sales of Yellow House Land Company, 1923-1943 

Year Acres Sold 

1923-24 44,434.0 
1924-25 67,974.1 
1925-26 45,243.0 
1926-27 12,955.8 
1927-28 6,349.6 
1928-29 9,907.3 
1929-30 15,630,8 
1930-31 4,317,6 
1931-32 181,2 
1932-33 23,082,3 
1933-34 1,480,5 
1934-35 2,127.5 
1935-36 539.2 
1936-37 3,187.3 
1937-38 2,338.1 
1938-39 8,968.3 
1939-40 14,088.1 
1940-41 12,095.9 
1941-42 6,829.4 
1942-43 6,610.1 

Total 288,070.1 

Source: Yellow House Land Company files. 



APPENDIX VII 

Where They Came From 

City No. of persons City No, of persons 

Abernathy 

Amarillo 

Austin 

Abbott 

Anton 

Anson 

Annona 

Amherst 

Albany 

Audice 

Abilene 

Arlington 

Bradshav/ 

Breekenridge 

Brownwood 

Boxdale 

Briggs 

Burksdale 

Burnett 

Beaumont 

Buce 

Bula 

Bushland 

5 

1 

51 

1 

13 

18 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bartlett 

Burlington 

Blackwell 

Bro\̂ mf ield 

Bomartin 

Buda 

Chilton 

Cross Cut 

Campwood 

Cuthbert 

Clarendon 

Clyde 

Clairmont 

Canyon 

Crav/ford 

Chillicothe 

Calvert 

Cisco 

Colorado 

Coppell 

Carrollton 

Cleburne 

Corsicana 

7 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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City No. of persons City No. of persons 

Caviness 

Dallas 

Dublin 

Dora 

Dodsonville 

Dicey 

Decater 

Delvalle 

Eden 

Electra 

Elbert 

Flomot 

Farwell 

Floydada 

Flut 

Florence 

Fate 

Fort Worth 

Groom 

Goree 

Gouldbusk 

Gidelings 

Gorman 

Gatesville 

Goodlet 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Gordon 

Garland 

Grandview 

Guthrie 

Georgetown 

Granger 

Goose Creek 

Heidenheim.er 

Holland 

Hedley 

Hale Center 

Houston 

Henrietta 

Haskeel 

Hawley 

Hamlin 

Hutto 

Handley 

Hermleigh 

Irwing 

Idalou 

Itasca 

Iowa Park 

Jarrell 

Knox City 

1 

4 

1 

1 

15 

10 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 
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City No. of persons 

Kenip 

Knippa 

Luling 

Libertyville 

Lakeville 

Lelia Lake 

Lott 

Lakeview 

Liberty 

Lockhart 

Levelland 

Liberty Hill 

Lubbock 

Lamesa 

Littlefield 

Loraine 

Lott 

Mangum 

Mexia 

Muleshoe 

Memphis 

Montel 

Mt. Calm 

Manor 

Moody 

Moran 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

29 

1 

29 

22 

159 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

8 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

City No, 

Mineral Wells 

Mabank 

Montell 

Marie 

Midlothian 

Munday 

Merkel 

McKinney 

Newlin 

Norton 

Nacadoches 

Nolan 

New Castle 

Old Glory 

O'Dell 

Oenaville 

Oden 

Olton 

O'Donnell 

Pfluggerville 

Petit 

Plainview 

Padacuh 

Pendon 

Parker 

of persons 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

22 

5 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 
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C^ty No. of persons 

Pampa 

Pep 

Quail 

Rodgers 

Roby 

Ranger 

Rosenburg 

Rotan 

Round Rock 

Robert Lee 

Ringsgold 

Rochester 

Seagraves 

San Gabriel 

Stamford 

Scotland 

San Angelo 

Sudan 

Shamrock 

San Marcos 

Shallowater 

Spur 

Slaton 

St. Jo 

Thorndale 

Throckmorton 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

9 

, 1 

8 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

5 

City No. of persons 

Tahoka 

Thalie 

Taylor 

Thrall 

Temple 

Uvalde 

Van 

Vernon 

Westbrook 

VJhitharral 

Woodson 

Winchester 

Wizard Wells 

Wellman 

Weir 

Wellington 

Waco 

Winters 

Waxahachie 

Windom 

Wichita Falls 

Wingate 

Oklahoma 

Altus 

Anadarko 

Alex 

1 

1 

11 

1 

10 

1 

1 

6 

1 

35 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

15 

1 

1 

4 

6 

14 

1 

1 
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City No. of persons 

Ara 

Alma 

Berwyn 

Blake 

Bryan 

Blackwell 

Carter 

Claud 

Comanche 

Countyline 

Clemscott 

Carter 

Davidson 

Duke 

Dillard 

Eldorado 

Erik 

Elmer 

Earlsboro 

Fort Cobb 

Frederick 

Fox 

Grandfield 

1 

9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

3 

4 

6 

1 

6 

City No, 

Gould 

Granite 

Graham 

Hendrix 

Hastings 

Hollis 

Healdton 

Hobart 

Lone Wolf 

Lawton 

Lowland 

McComb 

McMann 

Maysville 

Mangum 

Norman 

Olustee 

Oklahoma City 

Paoli 

Pauls Valleu 

Port 

Pernell 

of persons 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

18 

20 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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City No. of persons City No. of persons 

Rocky 

Roosevelt 

Sayre 

Shawnee 

Sulphur 

Simon 

Sentinel 

Sante Fe 

Seminole 

Tipton 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

4 

4 

Kansas 

Kansas City 

New Mexico 

Roswell 

Ralls 

Hagerman 

Indiana 

Versailles 

Arkansas 

Wynn 

Illinois 

1 

1 

1 

Chicago 

Vinson 

Weleetka 

Wilson 

Willow 

Wirt 

Waurika 

1 

13 

2 

4 

1 

Zita 

Tennessee 

La Fayette 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

Kentucky 

St. Covington 

Source: Compiled by author from Sales Titles of Yellow 
House Land Company. 




