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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The widespread availability and consequent use of 

pornography are facts of contemporary American life 

(Bryant and Brown, 1989). These facts are the subjects 

of research by social scientists. They enter into the 

nation's political debate, and they have been the 

objects of study by two Presidential Commissions in 1970 

and 1985. The use of pornography, specifically the use 

of pornography by men, and the reasons for that use are 

the subjects of this thesis. 

In this first chapter, I will define the concept 

of pornography, review our knowledge of the demand for 

pornography, and examine the connection between male 

powerlessness and male use of pornography. Finally, I 

will state the research problem. 

A Definition of Pornography 

One of the problems in the study of pornography is 

arriving at a workable definition of pornography. Por

nography is one of those elusive categorizations that 

everyone uses and everyone recognizes when they encounter 

it. However, establishing a precise definition is diffi

cult. What artifacts of our culture should we categorize 

as pornography? 



Foremost, pornography is about sex. The explicit 

enactment, depiction, or description of human sexual 

behavior is a necessary condition for a movie, a play, a 

book, an article, or a photograph to be pornography. As 

with all manifestations of popular culture, pornography 

conveys specific messages to its audience 

(Althusser, 1971). In the case of pornography, this 

message emphasizes the desirability of unrestrained 

sexual activity (Michelson, 1971). 

One can define pornography as any literature or 

film or other production that enacts, depicts, or 

describes human sexual activity in such a way as to be 

perceived as capable of producing sexual arousal in the 

intended viewer or user (Berger, 1977; Garry, 1978; 

Soble, 1986; Williams, 1981). One can recognize that 

pornography can exist without sexual arousal as in the 

case of those who see any depiction of human sexuality 

as immoral or those who define pornography more narrowly 

as the degradation of women and men through sex 

(Steinem, 1978). 

However, to define pornography as essentially a 

sexual phenomenon is not to ignore its other attributes. 

Within the cultural context of contemporary American 

society, pornography exists in the public arena. It is 

found in movie houses and video rental outlets, bookstores 

and news stand in every city in America. The production 



and distribution of pornography takes place within the 

framework of a commercial enterprise (Brod, 1984). Por

nography is commercially available through a distribution 

system of designated outlets. Pornography is mass pro

duced by wage labor to produce profits for its creators 

and distributors. Pornography must satisfy the demands 

and expectations of its intended audience in order to 

produce those profits (Brod, 1984; Soble, 1986). 

The Male Demand for Pornography 

The thrust of most social science research into the 

issue of pornography is towards determining the effects 

of pornography upon the user and ultimately upon society. 

Exploration of these effects upon the consumer may direct

ly tell us something about the demanc3 for pornography, but 

there has been little effort to answer the important 

question posed by Edwin Schur (1988:124): "Who needs por

nography, and why do they need it?" 

A review of the literature concerning the users of 

pornography (Bryant, 1985) concludes that the demand for 

pornography comes from men. Female use of pornography is 

largely the result of introduction by men and largely in 

the company of men. In a national survey conducted by 

Abelson, et al (1971) only a minority of women, 26 per

cent for adolescents and 33 percent for adults, reported 

viewing pornography alone or in the company of other women; 

and the Winick (1971a) study of adult movie and adult 



bookstore patrons found the consumers of pornography to 

be overwhelmingly male. Female customers, almost without 

exception, were in the company of a man. Without male 

demand there would be little issue about pornography and 

little support for a multi-billion dollar business 

(Steinem, 1983). 

Sexual Gratification and Male Domination 

A recent review of social psychological experiments 

on the effects of pornography (Byrne and Kellley, 1984) 

concluded that the primary effect of exposure to pornogra

phy is sexual arousal on the part of the user. Reiss 

(1986), working from a theoretical perspective, also placed 

male use of pornography squarely in the sexual arena. 

Support for sexual gratification as the rationale behind 

the male use of pornography comes from a study by Berger 

(Berger, et al., 1971) that found a significant positive 

correlation between sexual "experimentation" with women 

and frequency of pornography use among male college stu

dents. Winick (1971b), in his interviews with male 

pornography users in the adult bookstore and adult movie 

house setting concerning the reasons for their pornography 

use, found sexual gratification was mentioned by only 27 

of 100 patrons; but much more frequent responses of con

sumerism—being critics of the adult film genre, sexual 

information, and sexual fantasy may be answers "giving a 



socially acceptable response or rationalization" 

(Winick, 1971b:253). 

Brod (1988), Schur (1988), and Soble (1986) echo this 

theme of male use of pornography for sexual gratification, 

but within a framework of social alienation. All three 

theorists suggest that current male pornography use repre

sents alienation from both male and female sexuality due 

to the commodification of sex, as capital seeks new and 

ever-expanding markets to exploit. Schur extends this 

sexual alienation to a more general social alienation with 

its locus in the structure of American society. He asso

ciates contemporary male consumption of pornography with 

structural barriers—class, age, and marital status—that 

limit male sexual access to "desirable" partners as de

fined by the prevalent image in the media. 

Others suggest somewhat different forces at work in 

the male demand for pornography. A recent review of the 

literature (Peek, et al., 1985) concludes that feminist 

theorists see pornography and its use by men as having to 

do primarily with the domination of women. For example, 

whether the pornographic image is explicitly violent 

toward women or involves the subtle display of male power, 

Brownmiller (1975:443) sees pornography as "the undiluted 

essence of anti-female progaganda." Pornography presents 

women as the sexual toys of men (Barry, 1979; Garry, 1978; 

Hazen, 1983; Longino, 1980). 



Pornography depicts pleasurable, desirable sexual 

interaction between women and men as male-dominated 

(Brownmiller, 1980; Diamond, 1985; McNall, 1983; 

Russell, 1980). Pornography can turn male sexual 

aggressiveness and misogynistic anger into abuse 

(Jones, 1980; Russell, 1980) and legitimize that ag

gressiveness and anger (Gray, 1982). However, sexual 

gratification and domination of women may not be separ

ate consequences of pornography for men as they have thus 

far been depicted. 

The connection between pornography as a strategy for 

male sexual gratification and for male domination of women 

becomes clearer when one conceptualizes sexuality as a 

social construction (Foucault, 1980). In a society 

characterized by economic and gender inequality, the 

individual's perception of sexuality and the structure 

of sexual relationships must reflect those inequalilties. 

Reiss (1986) sees sexual relationships, including hetero

sexual relationships, as involving a transaction or 

exchange based on power relationships between both the 

individual's social power and the relative power of the 

genders in society. MacKinnon (1985) finds our construc

tion of sexuality more specifically linked to male 

dominance; all forms of heterosexual sex "from the look 

to the rape" (MacKinnon, 1985:75) involve the subordina

tion of women to men. In MacKinnon's (1985) analysis, 



pornography and the male use of pornography represent one 

of the more extreme manifestations of male domination in 

heterosexual relationships. Not only is the major theme 

of the pornographic genre male power (Dworkin, 1981); but 

pornography gives meaning, expression, and validation to 

sexuality as a construction of male power (Dworkin, 1980; 

Dworkin, 1981). Thus, the dichotomy between seeing por

nography use as a strategy for male sexual gratification 

or as a strategy for male domination of women vanishes as 

a theoretical concern. Acording to this line of thought, 

male sexual gratification that involves women is a form of 

male domination. 

If pornography is indeed about male domination of 

women as the feminist theorists indicate from their anal

ysis of pornography, then what does the empirical research 

reveal? Pornography use supports misogynistic attitudes 

and behaviors (Donnerstein, 1984; Malamuth, 1984; 

Sapolsky, 1984). Prolonged exposure to pornography in the 

experimental setting leads to a variety of attitudinal 

changes that generate increased acceptance of pre-marital 

and extra-marital sex; doubts about the value of marriage 

as an essential institution; a diminished desire for chil

dren, particularly female children; dissatisfaction with 

the partner's physical appearance as well as increased 

acceptance and trivialization of rape, child abuse, and 

male sexual aggressiveness (Zillman, 1989). Recent 
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content analyses of X-rated videos (Cowan, et al., 1988; 

Palys, 1986) revealed that the pervasiveness of sexual 

aggression by men towards women as well as themes of 

male domination. Sommers and Cheek (1987) and Silbert 

and Pines (1984) found a strong association between male 

use of pornography and partner battering by men. Russell 

(1980) reported substantial use of pornography in the 

sexual coercion of women by men. Astrachan (1988) found 

even relatively unsophisticated men were conscious enough 

of the anti-woman message in pornography to use it as a 

form of sexual harrassment in the workplace. 

Powerlessness and the Male Demand 
for Pornography 

In making the argument for the connection between 

male powerlessness and the male demand for pornography, 

I will first discuss the personal perceptions of powerless

ness. Next, I will explore the roots of male powerlessness 

in the social structure. Finally, I will look at pornog

raphy use as a possible result of male powerlessness. 

Personal Perceptions of Powerlessness 

Social psychologists usually define power as the 

ability which enables a person to achieve desired goals 

(French and Raven, 1959; Kahn, 1984; Kipnis, 1976; 

Raven, 1965). In the social psychological tradition. 



perceived powerlessness is associated with the 

individual's sense of mastery over outcomes (Rotter, 1966; 

Seeman, 1975; Seeman & Anderson, 1983). From a con

flict or neo-Marxian perspective power resides in the 

possession of scarce resources, particularly economic 

resources (Lukes, 1974; Parenti, 1978). Other theorists 

(Poulantzas, 1973) locate the perception of powerlessness 

in the identification with class and class interest. 

The Structural Roots of Male 
Powerlessness 

Theorists contend that from an early age, males 

learn to view their maleness as a source of social power 

and experience their masculinity in terms of power rela

tionships, both with other men and with women and 

children. Masculinity and power become interchangeable 

to men (Tolson, 1977), so that men define masculinity as 

dominance, competition, achievement, and self-sufficiency 

(Edwards, 1988; Schur, 1988; Tolson, 1977). In a strati

fied society with an economic system in which most men 

cannot achieve positions of dominance and self-

sufficiency, the association of masculinity and power 

produces a profound dilemma for men. Masculinity is con

stantly undermined by the lack of autonomy and individual 

dignity in the workplace (Donaldson, 1987; Tolson, 1977). 
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The Male Response to Powerlessness 

What is the likely response of men to powerlessness? 

Prom a theoretical perspective^ the traditional male 

response to masculinity and power lost in the workplace 

is the assertion of power in their sexual relationships 

with women (Donaldson, 1987; Gray, 1982; Kahn, 1984; 

Lippert/ 1979; Stewart, 1981; Tolson, 1977). Kahn (1984) 

predicts that men who are relatively powerless and who 

rely on traditional male privilege as a source of social 

power will attempt to maintain self esteem in two ways: 

1) they will engage in activities that separate them

selves from women and that devalue women and 2) they 

3 
will identify with the glorification of male power. 

These two strategies merge in the male use of pornogra

phy. Men separate themselves from women by engaging in 

this primarily male activity which men recognize as 

promoting male solidarity/ and thus male power 

(Stodder, 1979; Winick, 1971b), and which men recognize 

as devaluing women (Astrachan, 1987). The male "hero" of 

the pornographic performances with his limitless potency 

(Michelson, 1971) and his mastery over women becomes the 

ultimate "high-power" man. Thus, pornography becomes "an 

expression of male power on the public level and an 

expression of the lack of power on the personal level" 

(Brod, 1988:276). 
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The Research Problem 

The lack of power and prestige for many males through 

the disparities of social and economic locations combined 

with the potential for reasserting that power in the 

sexual arena, presents us with the opportunity to look at 

the relationship between perceived male powerlessness and 

male pornography use. This thesis intends to test the 

research hypothesis that men with greater feelings of 

perceived powerlessness are more likely to view X-rated 

movies than those men with lesser feelings of perceived 

powerlessness. 



CHAPTER II 

METHODS 

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the 

research designs. Beginning with a description of the 

sample, the chapter next explains the measurement of the 

variables. It concludes with the plan for analysis. 

The Sample 

The data for this study came from the 1984, 1987, 

and 1988 General Social Surveys taken by the National 

Opinion Research Center (Davis and Smith, 1989). The re

spondents are a full probability sample of the total non-

institutional English-speaking population of the United 

States. In this study, due to the concern with the male 

use of pornography, only males are included. This analy

sis also excludes non-whites due to the relatively small 

number in the sample that would make the analysis diffi

cult to interpret. Also excluded are individuals with 

missing values on the dependent variable. The resulting 

sample includes a total of 1,431 men, with different anal

yses excluding more individuals due to missing values on 

the independent variable(s). 

Measurement of the Variables 

The Dependent Variable 

As a measure of pornography use, I used the following 

item: "Have you attended an X-rated movie in the previous 

12 
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year?" Responding "no" (coded 0) were 68 percent of the 

sample and responding "yes" (coded 1) were 32 percent of 

the sample. This item is valuable in that it measures 

current pornography use, but its weaknesses include lack 

of information concerning other types of pornography use 

or the frequency of present pornography use. Also, the 

use of the word "attended" rather than "viewed" or 

"watched," with its implications of going outside the 

home as to a movie theater, might cause some respondents 

to omit reporting the use of X-rated vic3eo cassettes in 

the home. As well, the definition of "X-rated movie" is 

left to the respondents resulting in less precision in 

the measure. Finally, not all movies are X-rated due to 

sexual content. These weaknesses may obscure the differ

ence between the two groups of respondents. For example, 

men who read pornographic books and magazines, but who 

did not attend an X-rated movie, are included in the group 

that does not use pornography; while the men who may have 

attended an X-rated movie on a single occasion, and who 

use no other forms of pornography, are included in the 

group that does use pornography. 

The Independent Variables 

These three surveys contain eight items (FAIR, TRUST, 

AN0MIA5, AN0MIA6, AN0MIA7, GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and CLASS) 

that permit the construction of five measures of perceived 
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powerlessness. Full description of these variables 

follows on pages 17-20. The first six items derive di

rectly from Rotter's (1966) Internal-External Control 

Scale, which is the basis of most measures of perceived 

powerlessness in the social psychological tradition 

(Seeman, et al., 1988; Seeman and Anderson, 1983).'^ The 

other two come from a structural perspective on powerless

ness, asking people to place themselves relative to others 

in terms of income anc3 social class. 

A principal components analysis indicated that it 

would be difficult to use these eight items in a single 

scale. The correlation coefficients of the independent 

variables presented in Table 1 show that GETAHEAD only 

weakly correlates with the other seven items. The prin

cipal components analysis (presented in Table 2) of the 

eight items reveals three principal components with eigen

values greater than 1.00000. While all of the items, 

except GETAHEAD load on the first factor, TRUST and FAIR 

load as heavily on the second factor, and SATFIN loads as 

heavily on the third as on the first factor. The rotated 

factor matrix presented in Table 3 clearly shows the 

affinities between FAIR and TRUST, which load on Factor 2; 

AN0MIA5, AN0MIA6, and AN0MIA7, which load on Factor 1; and 

GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and CLASS, which load on Factor 3. 

Table 4 presents the principal components analysis of 

GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and CLASS. This analysis revealed that 
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TABLE 1 

CORRELATION MATRIX FOR THE INITIAL 
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

VARIABLES FAIR TRUST AN0MIA5 AN0MIA6 AN0MIA7 GETAHEAD SATFIN CLASS 

FAIR 1.00000 
TRUST .40810 1.00000 
AN0MIA5 .20020 .16622 1.00000 
AN0MIA6 .22830 .22737 .40475 
AN0MIA7 .22389 .20725 .28759 
GETAHEAD .10040 .07518 .05786 
SATFIN .14763 .15799 .20356 
CLASS .10021 .14423 .24808 

..00000 
.31386 1.00000 
.03161 .07826 
.13479 .11434 
.22326 .20760 

1.00000 
.08215 1.00000 
.07991 .28085 1.00000 

TABLE 2 

UNROTATED FACTOR MATRIX FOR THE INITIAL 
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

VARIABLES 

FAIR 
TRUST 
AN0MIA5 
AN0MIA6 
AN0MIA7 
GETAHEAD 
SATFIN 
CLASS 

EIGENVALUES 

FACTOR 1 

.57586 

.56713 

.64211 

.65159 

.59739 

.20745 

.45595 

.52073 

2.36908 

FACTOR 2 

.57797 

.53961 
-.27954 
-.11526 
-.00176 
.12960 

-.33725 
-.49225 

1.08950 

FACTOR 3 

.04323 

.07117 
-.24415 
-.37399 
-.23533 
.71566 
.45695 
.23011 

1.02987 

PERCENT OF VARIANCE 29.6 13.6 12.9 

CUMULATIVE PERCENT 29.6 43.2 56.1 
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TABLE 3 

ROTATED FACTOR MATRIX FOR THE INITIAL 
INDEPENDENT VARIABLES 

VARIABLES 

FAIR 
TRUST 
AN0MIA5 
AN0MIA6 
AN0MIA7 
GETAHEAD 
SATFIN 
CLASS 

FACTOR 1 

.19118 

.18241 

.71257 

.73548 

.57513 
-.30386 
.19263 
.42641 

FACTOR 2 

.79348 

.76123 

.06838 

.19020 

.27783 

.32881 

.03111 
--09931 

FACTOR 3 

.03689 

.07169 

.19394 

.02491 

.06558 

.60474 

.70168 

.61215 

TABLE 4 

FACTOR MATRIX FOR GETAHEAD, SATFIN, 
AND CLASS 

VARIABLES 

GETAHEAD 
SATFIN 
CLASS 

EIGENVALUE 

PERCENT OF VARIANCE 

FACTOR 1 

.37553 

.76884 

.76797 

1.32191 

44.10000 
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only SATFIN and CLASS loaded on the first and only prin

cipal component. Reliability analysis of GETAHEAD, 

SATFIN, and CLASS produced an alpha of only .3212, 

precluding their combination into a single measure. 

These results also altered my initial decision to com 

-bine FAIR and TRUST into a single measure; AN0MIA5, 

AN0MIA6, and AN0MIA7 into another measure; and GETAHEAD, 

SATFIN, and CLASS into a third measure. 

Besides the evidence offered by the principal com

ponents analysis, one can conceptualize the items TRUST 

and FAIR as dealing with personal perceptions of power

lessness in relation to others; AN0MIA5, AN0MIA6, and 

AN0MIA7 in relation to society; and GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and 

CLASS in relation to different aspects of the economic 

structure. My final choice was to use the five measures 

of perceived powerlessness described in the following 

paragraphs. 

The first measure of perceived powerlessness focuses 

on distrust in others (FAIR and TRUST): 

1) Do you think that most people would try 
to take advantage of you if they got a 
chance, or would they try to be fair? 

2) Generally speaking, would you say that 
most people can be trusted, or that you 
can't be too careful in dealing with 
people? (Davis and Smith, 1989:195-196) 

On the first question, "fair" (coded 1) was the choice of 

51 percent of the respondents, while "take advantage" or 
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"depends" (coded 2) was the choice of 39 percent. On the 

second question, "trusted" (coded 1) was the choice of 50 

percent, and "can't be too careful" or "depends" (coded 2) 

was the choice of the other 50 percent. 

Reliability analysis of this two question scale 

produced an alpha of .5927. The new item consists of 

those respondents who answered both "fair" and "trust," 

coded as 1 (41 percent); those who answered "fair" but 

not "trust or "trust" but not "fair," coded as 2 

(30 percent); and those who answered neither "fair".nor 

"trust," coded as 3 (29 percent). I will refer to this 

new item that measures distrust in others as TRSTFR. The 

higher the score the greater the degree of distrust in 

others. 

The second measure concerns general pessimism and is 

derived from the next three questions (AN0MIA5, AN0MIA6, 

and AN0MIA7): 

1) The lot of the average man is getting 
worse. 

2) It's hardly fair to bring a child into 
the world the way things look for the 
future. 

3) Most public officials are not really 
interested in the problems of the 
common man. 
(Davis and Smith, 1989:228-229) 

On the first question, 46 percent disagreed and 54 percent 

agreed; on the second question, 65 percent disagreed and 

35 percent agreed; and on the third question, 32 percent 
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disagreed and 68 percent agreed. The respondents who 

disagreed are coded 1, and those who agreed are coded 2. 

Reliability analysis of these items produced an alpha 

of .6018. To create a single measure, I performed a prin

cipal components analysis on the three sets of responses. 

All three loaded highly on the first principal component 

with an eigenvalue of 1.67174. This first principal com

ponent captured 56 percent of their shared variance. Each 

respondent's factor score on the first principal component 

is used as the indicator of general pessimism, which I 

will refer to as ANOMIAI. The higher the respondent's 

Factor score the greater the degree of general pessimism. 

The third measure, which I call perceived inequity 

in the workplace, is based on the responses to the fol

lowing question (GETAHEAD): 

Some people say that people get ahead by their 
own hard work; others say that lucky breaks or 
help from other people are more important. Which 
do you think is most important? 
(Davis and Smith, 1989:243) 

The response "hard work" (coded 1) gathered 66 percent of 

the responses; "hard workand luck equal" and "luck" (coded 

2) was the choice of 34 percent of the respondents. The 

higher the score, the greater the degree of perceived in

equity in the work place. 

The fourth measure focuses on economic dissatisfac 

tion (SATFIN): 
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We are interested in how people are getting 
along financially these days. So far as you 
and your family are concerned, would you say 
that you are pretty well satisfied, more or 
less satisfieca, or not satisfied at all? 
(Davis and Smith, 1989:238) 

"Pretty well satisfied" (coded 1) gathered 31 percent; 

47 percent responded "more or less satisfied" (coded 2); 

while 22 percent of the responc3ents expressed that they 

were "not satisfied at all" (coded 3). The higher the 

score, the greater the degree of economic dissatisfac

tion. 

The fifth measure taps perceived social ranking 

(CLASS): 

If you were asked to use one of four names 
for social class, which one would you belong 
in: the lower class, the working class, the 
mic3dle class, or the upper class? 
(Davis and Smith, 1989:237) 

Due to the small percentage of respondents who considered 

themselves "upper class" or "lower class," I used only 

two categories. The 53 percent who answered "upper class" 

or "middle class" are coded 1; while the 47 percent who 

answered "working class" or "lower class" are coded 2. 

The higher the score the lower the degree of perceivec3 

social ranking. 

The Background Variables 

There are two important backgrounc3 variables, age anc3 

marital status, that are significant predictors of sexual 

behavior (Reiss, et al., 1980). These two variables also 



21 

represent locations of male power (Donaldson, 1987; 

Lippert, 1974; Schur, 1988; Tolson, 1977). For example, 

middle-aged working men have power over less experienced 

younger men and non-working older men. Married men, due 

to their access to an exclusive sexual partner, have 

greater status and prestige than single men. Married men, 

in contrast to single men, are in the position to exercise 

greater personal power over women and children. Age is 

measured in actual years and collapsed into five categor

ies (18 to 29, 30 to 41, 42 to 53, 54 to 65, 66 to 89, 

coded 1 through 5 respectively). Marital status is mea

sured as married and living together (coded 1), and all 

others (coded 2). 

The Plan for Analysis 

To analyze the data, I will use analysis of variance. 

This technique is appropriate for use when one wishes to 

test the research hypothesis that two populations have 

different means in regard to multiple independent variables 

as it avoids the error of getting significant differences 

by chance that would occur if one used multiple t-tests. 

The first set of analyses willl consist of seven one-way 

analyses of variance. I will use all five indices of 

perceived powerlessness plus the two background variables 

as independent variables, since the latter may also be 

locations of male power. In the second set of analyses. 
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I will do five three-way analyses of variance between 

each of the five measures of perceived powerlessness and 

the two background variables as control variables. 

Due to the weakness of the measure of the dependent 

variable, as noted above, and weaknesses in the indepen

dent variables, particularly the first three measures, 

which are general rather than specific measures of per-
5 

ceived powerlessness (Kaldenburg and Woodman, 1985), 

I am using a significance level of .05. This is the point 

for which I feel there is enough support for the research 

hypothesis to warrant further research with more precise 

measurement. 



CHAPTER III 

FINDINGS 

In this chapter, I will use the results of two sets 

of analyses to explore the hypothesis that men with 

greater feelings of perceived powerlessness are more 

likely to view X-rated movies. I will first present the 

results of seven one-way analyses of variance which use 

the five measures of perceived powerlessness as well as 

the two control variables as separate independent vari

ables. After examining the zero-order relationships 

between the measures of perceived powerlessness and 

seeing X-rated movies, I will then focus on how the two 

control variables of age and marital status affect these 

relationships, by presenting the results of the five 

three-way analyses of variance between each of the mea

sures of perceived powerlessness and the two control 

variables. For background information, the correlation 

matrixes for all variables is presented in Appendix A 

and Appendix B. 

Perceived Powerlessness and Pornography 
Use: Associations Without Controls 

Table 5 presents the relationships of each of the 

five measures of perceived powerlessness (TRSTFR, ANOMIAI, 

GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and CLASS) as well as the two background 

variables (AGE and MARITAL) to the indicator of pornography 

23 
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TABLE 5 

ONE-WAY ANALYSES OF VARIANCE OF PERCEIVED 
POWERLESSNESS, AGE, AND MARITAL STATUS 

WITH VIEWING X-RATED MOVIES 

VARIABLE CATEGORY* N MEANS OF X-MOVIE** SIG. OF F 

TRSTFR 

ANOMIAI 

GETAHEAD 

SATFIN 

CLASS 

AGE 

MARITAL 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 

18-
30-
42-
54-
66-

-29 
-41 
-53 
-65 
-89 

Married 
Unmarried 

1419 
585 
418 
416 

1222 
472 
428 
322 

1222 
806 
416 

1426 
438 
666 
322 

1419 
751 
668 

1431 
353 
399 
256 
211 
212 

1431 
869 
562 

.315 

.280 

.304 

.375 

.320 

.275 

.350 

.345 

.321 

.288 

.385 

.316 

.260 

.315 

.391 

.316 

.308 

.325 

.316 

.450 

.388 

.348 

.147 

.085 

.316 

.267 

.391 

5.25 005 

3.53 

11.89 

7.44 

.49 

32.84 

24.87 

030 

.001 

.001 

.485 

.000 

.000 

* The categories in the perceived powerlessness 
variables are in order from the lowest category 
of perceived powerlessness to the highest category 
of perceived powerlessness. 

** The higher the mean of XMOVIE the greater the prev
alence of viewing X-rated movies. 

1 H[ 
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use (XMOVIE). These results show that men in the high 

categories of powerlessness on the first four measures 

of perceived powerlessness exhibit a significantly greater 

prevalence of viewing X-rated movies than those in the low 

powerlessness categories of these independent variables. 

Thus, men who feel powerless as measured by distrust 

in others, general pessimism, perception of inequity in the 

workplace, or specific dissatisfaction with their own or 

their families' financial situation are more likely to use 

this type of pornography. The only indicator of perceived 

powerlessness which does not display a significant differ

ence in viewing X-rated movies is the subjective measure 

of social ranking. Overall, these results generally sup

port the research hypothesis that men with greater feelings 

of perceived powerlessness will be more likely to view 

X-rated movies. Not surprisingly, the two control variables 

produce significant differences in the prevalence of male 

pornography use. The three youngest age categories—18 to 

29, 30 to 41, and 42 to 53—have a greater prevalence of 

X-rated movie viewing than the two older categories, 54 to 

65 and 66 to 89. Also, unmarried and separated men report 

noticeably more prevalent pornography use than do married 

men. These results also indirectly support the research hy

pothesis if one contends that age and marital status are 

sources of social power and thus indirect indicators of 

perceived powerlessness among men. 
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Perceived Powerlessness and Pornography 
Use: Associations With Controls 

The second stage of analysis consists of five three-

way analyses of variance with XMOVIE as the dependent 

variable and each of the five measures of perceived power

lessness (TRSTFR, ANOMIAI, GETAHEAD, SATFIN, and CLASS) 

with the two control variables (AGE and MARITAL) and their 

two-way and three-way interactions as independent vari

ables. Table 6 presents the results of these five 

three-way analyses of variance. When one looks at the 

main effects in the five models, the results are readily 

apparent. First, age is a significant source of varia

tion in pornography use in all five models. Second, 

marital status is a significant main effect in all of 

the models, except the one that includes the index of 

perceived inequity in the workplace (GETAHEAD), and it 

barely misses getting to the .05 level of significance. 

The only indicators of perceived powerlessness that are 

significant main effects with age and marital status in 

the model are the two measures which reflect a general 

pessimism (ANOMIAI) and a perception of inequity in the 

workplace (GETAHEAD). 

Among the two-way interactions, interactions between 

TRSTFR and age and between GETAHEAD and marital status 

produce significant variation in the viewing of X-rated 

movies by men. This finding shows that these two 



TABLE 6 

THREE-WAY ANALYSES OF VARIANCE: 
PERCEIVED POWERLESSNESS AND VIEWING 
X-RATED MOVIES, WITH AGE AND MARITAL 
STATUS AS ADDITIONAL CLASSIFICATION 

FACTORS 
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VARIABLES 

TRSTFR 
AGE 
MARITAL 
TRSTFR X AGE 
TRSTFR X MARITAL 
AGE X MARITAL 
TRSTFR X AGE X MARITAL 
ADJUSTED R SQUARED 

ANOMIAI 
AGE 
MARITAL 
ANOMIAI X AGE 
ANOMIAI X MARITAL 
AGE X MARITAL 
ANOMIAI X AGE X MARITAL 
ADJUSTED R SQUARED 

GETAHEAD 
AGE 
MARITAL 
GETAHEAD X AGE 
GETAHEAD X MARITAL 
AGE X MARITAL 
GETAHEAD X AGE X MARITAL 
ADJUSTED R SQUARED 

SATFIN 
AGE 
MARITAL 
SATFIN X 
SATFIN X 

093 

093 

102 

AGE 
MARITAL 

AGE X MARITAL 
SATFIN X AGE X MARITAL 
ADJUSTED R SQUARED 

F* 

1.95 
24.74 
7.56 
2.26 
2.21 
.73 
.56 

4.15 
24.92 
7.66 
.50 

1.19 
1.03 
.32 

5.14 
25.20 
3.41 
1.43 
4.91 
.70 
.29 

.65 
20.33 
8.39 
.80 
.79 
.97 

1.35 

SIG- OF F 

.143 

.000 

.006 

.021 

.110 

.569 

.810 

.016 

.000 

.006 

.857 

.305 

.389 

.959 

.024 

.000 

.065 

.223 

.027 

.593 

.883 

.522 

.000 

.004 

.599 

.452 

.420 

.217 
.089 

Table 6 continued on next page 
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.10 
25 .40 

7 .38 
.48 

1.37 
.60 
.69 

.757 

.000 

.007 

.754 

.242 

.660 

.596 

CLASS 
AGE 
MARITAL 
CLASS X AGE 
CLASS X MARITAL 
AGE X MARITAL 
CLASS X AGE X MARITAL 
ADJUSTED R SQUARED .084 

* The N's for which F and the significance of F are 
computed in each three way analysis of variance are 
the same as the N*s in the one-way analysis of vari
ance for the corresponding perceived powerlessness 
variable. 
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measures of perceived powerlessness act upon the male use 

of pornography in certain combinations with other vari

ables as well. There were no significant three-way 

interactions. 

In order to better understand the nature of these 

two interactions, we can look at the means of XMOVIE in 

the categories of these interactions. These means are 

presented in Table 7. 

In looking at the interaction between TRSTFR and 

age, we find that the interaction is disordinal. The 

mean of XMOVIE in the middle category of powerlessness 

is higher for the 30 to 41 age group than for the younger 

age group, while the high powerlessness category has a 

higher X-movie mean for the 42 to 53 age group than for 

the 30 to 41 age group. Disordinal interactions do not 

allow for the main effects to be interpreted independent

ly of the interaction (Keppel, 1982). As a result the 

most that can be said is that some interactive combina

tion of age and this form of powerlessness produces 

significant difference in the viewing of X-rated movies 

by men. The general direction is as predicted by the 

research hypothesis. That is, within these age categor

ies, men with the greatest distrust in others are 

generally more likely to view X-rated movies. 

The interaction between GETAHEAD and marital status 

is an ordinal interaction. The mean of XMOVIE is higher 
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TABLE 7 

MEANS OF XMOVIE BY CATEGORIES OF THE 
SIGNIFICANT TWO-WAY INTERACTIONS AND 

THE SIGNIFICANT PERCEIVED POWERLESSNESS 
MAIN EFFECTS 

VARIABLES 

TRSTFR X 
AGE 

AGE 

AGE 

AGE 

AGE 

AGE 
18-29 
TRSTFR 

30-41 
TRSTFR 

42-53 
TRSTFR 

54-65 
TRSTFR 

66-89 
TRSTFR 

CATEGORIES* 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

N 

97 
120 
129 

166 
110 
122 

128 
61 
61 

106 
51 
53 

88 
71 
51 

MEANS OF XMOVIE** 

371 
417 
535 

367 
436 
369 

,367 
,242 
,426 

.123 

.157 

.189 

.080 

.070 

.118 

,jS-^'S 

GETAHEAD X MARITAL 
MARRIED 

GETAHEAD 

UNMARRIED 

ANOMIAI 

GETAHEAD 

GETAHEAD 

1 
2 

1 
2 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 

501 
245 

305 
171 

472 
428 
322 

806 
416 

224 
363 

393 
415 

,275 
.350 
.345 

.288 

.385 

Table 7 continued on next page 
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TABLE 7 (Cont.) 

* The categories in the perceived powerlessness vari
ables are in order from the lowest category of 
perceived powerlessness to the highest category of 
perceived powerlessness. 

** The higher the mean of XMOVIE the greater the preval
ence of viewing X-rated movies. 
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for unmarried men than married men in each category of 

powerlessness, with the greater difference between means 

among married men producing the interactions. Ordinal 

interactions allow us to interpret main effects 

(Keppel, 1982). Thus, we can be confident that this mea

sure of perceived powerlessness—which reflects a general 

perception of inequity in the workplace—produces signifi

cant variation in the prevalence of viewing X-rated movies 

in the direction predicted by the research hypothesis. 

Finally, the lack of interaction in the model con

taining ANOMIAI allows us to interpret the measure of 

perceived powerlessness that taps a general pessimism 

in a straightforward way (Keppel, 1982). As Table 7 shows, 

this measure of perceived powerlessness is associated with 

greater prevalence of X-rated movie viewing. 

We can say that three measures of perceived power

lessness (TRSTFR, ANOMIAI, anc3 GETAHEAD) positively asso

ciate with the prevalence of X-rated movie viewing by men 

in either combinatory ways (TRSTFR) or in a direct manner 

(ANOMIAI and GETAHEAD) with age anc3 marital status in the 

model. The two "class" measures (CLASS anca SATFIN) do 

not do so, indicating that men are likely reacting to a 

cairect perception of personal powerlessness rather than 

to actual powerlessness as a motivation for viewing 

X-rated movies. This finding gives further support to 

the research hypothesis that men with greater feelings 
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the research hypothesis that men with greater feelings 

of perceived powerlessness are more likely to use por

nography. 



CHAPTER IV 

SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS 

In this chapter I will summarize the research and 

discuss its implications. 

Summary 

The research problem focuses upon perceived 

powerlessness and pornography use among men in an attempt 

at answering the question posed by Edwin Schur, "Who 

needs pornography, and why do they need it?" 

(Schur, 1988:124). 

While recognizing that pornography is explicitly 

sexual in nature, I also argue, following MacKinnon 

(1985), that pornography is an expression of male domina

tion of women. If relatively powerless men are able to 

perceive their own powerlessness, they may resolve these 

feelings of powerlessnes by engaging in activities that 

devalue women and glorify male power. Thus, I hypothesize 

that men with greater feelings of perceived powerlessness 

are more likely to use pornography than men with lesser 

feelings of perceived powerlessness. 

In order to test the research hypothesis, I used a 

sample of 1,431 men from the 1984, 1987, and 1988 General 

Social Surveys (Davis and Smith, 1989). I measured the 

prevalence of pornography use by an item which asked, 

"Have you ever attended an X-rated movie in the previous 

34 
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year?" I measured perceived powerlessness with five 

separate items which indicate a general distrust in 

others, a general pessimism, a perception of inequity in 

the workplace, a specific dissatisfaction with their own 

or their families' financial situation, and a subjective 

measure of social ranking. I also used two background 

variables, age and marital status, which predict male 

sexual behavior and which are locations of male power, as 

both independent variables and as control variables. 

To analyze the data I compared the prevalence of 

X-rated movie viewing in the categories of the perceived 

powerlessness and background variables by performing 

seven one-way analyses of variance. The results initial

ly supported the research hypothesis, as four of the 

measures of perceived powerlessness produced significant 

differences in the mean of the dependent variable in the 

predicted direction. Also, the two background variables 

proved to be significant predictors of X-rated movies 

among the men in the sample. 

The second stage of analysis consisted of five 

one-way analyses of variance in a fully factorial model 

which consisted of each of the five measures of perceived 

powerlessness in combination with the two control vari

ables, age and marital status, and their two-way and 

three-way interactions as independent variables. The 

measure of X-rated movie viewing remained the dependent 
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variable. The results of this set of analyses provided 

at least limited support for the research hypothesis. 

The indicator of perceived powerlessness measured by the 

perception of inequity in the workplace was a significant 

predictor of the prevalence of X-rated movie viewing by 

men both as a main effect and in interaction with marital 

status. The indicator of general pessimism was a signif

icant predictor of change in the dependent variable as a 

main effect only; anca the indicator of distrust in others 

predicted significant change in the dependent variable 

only in interaction with age. In all three models the 

direction was as predicted by the research hypothesis— 

higher levels of perceived powerlessness have greater 

prevalence of X-rated movie viewing. 

Implications 

The findings of this research have implications for 

the study of pornography use by men in particular, for 

heterosexual relationships in general, for future re

search in men's issues, and for respect for the human 

actor. While this study did not completely answer Schur's 

(1988) question, it does give us new insight into why men 

use pornography. The fact that three of the five measures 

of perceived powerlessness are positively associated with 

the prevalence of X-rated movie viewing by the men in this 

sample either as main effects, in interaction with either 

age or marital status, or both, indicates that one of the 
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motivations for male use of pornography is indeed devalua

tion of women and/or identification with male power. Also, 

the fact that increased perception of powerlessness among 

men is positively associated with increased prevalence of 

X-rated movie viewing would indicate that the construction 

of pornography as either about sex or about power is mis

guided. There is clear support for MacKinnon's (1985) 

argument that heterosexual relationships and power rela

tionships are intertwined to the extent that the focus of 

future research into heterosexual relationships in our 

society should be on the power relationships inherent in 

heterosexual sex. 

As for the implications for future research in the 

field of men's studies, the results of this research 

point to life-course variables such as marital status and 

age categories as being critical to male sexual behavior, 

as other research has shown (Reiss, 1980). Thornberry 

(1987) argues that our understanding of people ultimately 

rests in comprehending where they are developmentally— 

that is, where they are located in life-course social 

roles and statuses. The results of this analysis indi

cate the need for additional theorizing and research into 

what it means to men to be single, married, divorced, 

widowed, young middle-aged, or old and how these roles 

and statuses set the stage on which male power/sexual 

behavior is acted out. The importance of marital status 
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ask: Should marital status become a critical category of 

analysis in men's studies as gender is in the larger so

ciety (Stacey and Thorne, 1985)? The importance of age in 

each of the models indicates that both age in one's life-

course and age cohort effects may be at work as well. 

The three indicators of perceived powerlessness that 

more directly measure it are significantly related to 

seeing X-rated movies. The two measures of perceived 

powerlessness from structural indicators failed to pro

duce significant effects. This outcome supports the 

integrity of the human actor—the belief that individuals 

do act on their own feelings; they are not structural 

supports without feelings and incapable of action 

(Poulantzas, 1973). 

Future research on perceived powerlessness and 

pornography use among men needs to include incidence 

measures of pornography use, a broader range of type of 

pornography used, and measures of perceived powerlessness 

that are more specific in nature, especially of the re

spondents' power relationships with women. Such a design 

would provide a stronger test of the research hypothesis, 

and a more complete answer to Schur's (1988) question. 



ENDNOTES 

For a concise discussion of the current political 
debate over the issue of pornography and the result 
ing alliance between radical feminists and the New 
Right, see Schur, 1988, 113-117. 

2 
The idea of individual perception of powerlessness 
has been the subject of an attack which argues that 
alienation is so pervasive in the society that the 
powerless would consider their powerlessness "normal" 
and thus unrecognizable (Harvey, et al., 1983). 
3 
This strategy for maintaining power is the exploita
tion of a power base known in the social psychology 
literature as referent power (Raven, 1961). 

4 
Seeman and Anderson (1983) also separated their 
measures of perceived powerlessness into separate 
conceptual spheres. Whether this separation was 
based on purely conceptual grounds or was due to a 
lack of undimensionality in their perceived powerless
ness scale is unclear. They (Seeman, et al., 1988) 
abandoned this approach in the 1988 study. 

5 
General measures of alienation, including power
lessness, tend to measure the same attitudes as more 
specific measures; but they are weaker measures 
(Kaldenburg and Woodman, 1985). 
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0 VO in r^ rH 
0 in VO t^ CO 
0 0 rH CM 0 

* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * 

0 rH in CM in 00 
0 r^ rH CM ro "«t 
0 rH r o ^ r^ CM 
Q ^ r-^ '-\ r^ f-\ 

rH 

* * * 
* * * * 
* * * * * 

0 CO CT> CM t*» in ^ 
0 in in 00 rH CX) 0 
0 00 r^ cy> 0 rH cy> 
0 0 0 0 rH 0 CM 

f-\ 

Ci3 
H 
> 

Q 
rH < 

OS < Ex3 Z 0 

^ 
^ 
^ 
0 

• 

* 
* 
* 
CM 
0 
0 
r-\ 

• 

* 
* 
* 
00 
0 
CO 
t-\ 

• 

»J 

1
.
0
0
0
0
 

* 
* 

< * 
C n H O S H C O O E H O 
EH S < b CO 0 

O C O O H E H < W O 
s OS Z Ed 14: 1-3 U • 

xEH*j:c5cou<rH 

M VO 
OS r o 
< CO 
S • 

<U <D > 
> > <u 
0) (U rH 

r-\ r'^ 
f-\ 

in rH 0 
0 0 0 

• • • 

0) 0 (U 
J= £ £ 
4J 4J JJ 

4J 4J ^ 
(0 <o (d 

4J 4J JJ 

if
 i
c
a
n
 

i
f
i
c
a
n
 

i
f
i
c
a
n
 

c c c 01 t7> Ql 
•H -H 'H 
CO CO CO 

* 
* * 

* * * 



PERMISSION TO COPY 

In presenting this thesis in partial fulfillment of the 

requirements for a master's degree at Texas Tech University, I agree 

that the Library and my major department shall make it freely avail

able for research purposes. Permission to copy this thesis for 

scholarly purposes may be granted by the Director of the Library or 

my major professor. It is understood that any copying or publication 

of this thesis for financial gain shall not be allowed without my 

further written permission and that any user may be liable for copy

right infringement. 

Disagree (Permission not granted) Agree (Permission granted) 

Student's signature 
\(^gC\\...wv^ 

student's-Signature 

Date Date 
l\^>v^)t 'iA'\'^o 

1 . J 


