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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Royston Campbell Crane, a lawyer, newspaperman, land 

speculator, and amateur historian played a significant role 

in the development of West Texas. A loyal booster of the 

region. Crane came to West Texas in 1886, settled first at 

Roby in Fisher County and in 1902 at Sweetwater in Nolan 

County, where he remained until his death in 1956. "Judge" 

Crane, as he affectionately became known, arrived in West 

Texas shortly after graduation from the University of Texas 

Law school. Over the next half century he led efforts to 

obtain a state university for the region, helped to found 

the West Texas Historical Association, promoted the 

development of Sweetwater, challenged a major railroad over 

relocation of its principal offices, and in general became 

a leading booster of the greater West Texas region. 

Although not one of its earliest settlers. Crane moved 

to Fisher County soon after local citizens organized it. 

He quickly took an interest in the political and economic 

development of the region. In Fisher County, and later in 

the town of Sweetwater, Crane was active in politics as an 

elected official and as a political appointee.^ He was 

^Captain B. B. Paddock, A Twentieth Century History 
and Bibliographic Record of the North and West TPX̂ .̂ ^ (New 
York: Lewis Publishing, 1906), 410. 



often called upon for assistance from various candidates 

around the state who shared similar views on the political 

questions of the day. 

Although socially conservative. Crane became 

associated with the "progressive" element in Sweetwater. 

He willingly gave of his time, money, and reputation to 

further the advancement of his community. In later life, 

he played an integral role in protecting and publishing 

regional history through his work on the Texas Historical 

Commission's historical markers project and with the West 

Texas Historical Association of which he was president for 

twenty-five years. 

As a lawyer, R. C. Crane was not a typical West Texan, 

but an examination of his life allows one to trace the 

economic and political development of the region. A 

careful study of such local history can be important in 

gaining specific details as well as placing broader 

historical movements in a regional context. The western 

part of the state of Texas has faced the same types of 

problems as other western and frontier regions of the 

United States. Early West Texans encountered a native 

Indian population before Anglo settlement began, and they 

tried to neutralize the harsh climate before the 

settlements prospered. 



West Texas is often considered the region of the state 

west of Interstate 35 or roughly the 98th meridian. Within 

this broad West Texas area. Crane influenced development 

most noticeably in the central-western part of the state, 

where there is a discernible change in geography compared 

to East Texas. Trees and water become scarce, and the wind 

increases as one travels into the region. For these and 

other reasons. Crane's area of West Texas is in many ways 

more similar to other Southwestern and Great Plains states 

than it is to East Texas. 

At the beginning of the twentieth century, West Texans 

became aware of the differences that existed between 

themselves and the rest of the state. The crux of 

political and economic power rested with politicians from 

eastern districts who showed little concern for the 

interests of the western portion of the state. 

West Texans displayed a type of nationalism that was 

characteristic among early Texans in their quest for equal 

treatment.^ This spirit was revealed through movements to 

equalize representation in the Texas Legislature, and at 

times it was so pronounced that separation from the state 

was openly discussed. The discussions centered on rural 

representation in the state legislature, on evaluation of 

^William Curry Holden, Alkali Trails (Dallas, Texas 
Southwest Press, 1930), 98. 



western lands for tax purposes, and on the lack of a state 

university that would teach agricultural methods unlike 

those in East Texas. Crane played a prominent role in such 

local discussions.^ 

Royston Campbell Crane was from the small East Texas 

town of Independence. Born in 1864 during the Civil War, 

he was the youngest son of Dr. William Carey and Catherine 

Crane. Dr. Crane was an ardent Baptist pastor and 

educator. Although he used but never owned slaves, William 

Crane, a Southerner, was sympathetic to the Confederates, 

and one of his sons served in the Confederate Army.'* After 

the war. Dr. Crane took the "amnesty oath," proclaiming 

his acceptance of the defeat of the Confederacy and 

adherence to the laws of the United States. 

Educated in the East, William Carey Crane grew up in 

Virginia. He held various teaching positions and became a 

recognized educational administrator within the Baptist 

denomination. After brief stops in Alabama and 

Mississippi, Dr. Crane moved to Louisiana. Upon receiving 

a call from a large Baptist church in Houston, he came to 

Texas. After visiting this wealthy church, he had all but 

^Sweetwater Reporter, April 5, 1921. 

^Charles Judson Crane, "The Experiences of a Colonel 
of Infantry,'' 3, R. C. Crane Papers, Hardin Simmons 
University(Crane Papers HSU). 



decided to make a permanent move from Louisiana to 

Houston.^ 

But upon an invitation from a friend. Dr. Crane 

visited Baylor College, a Baptist institution in 

Independence, Texas. The college of Baylor had split 

because of a dispute arising between the president of the 

college. Dr. Rufus C. Burleson, and the director of the 

female department. Dr. Horace Clark. Dr. Burleson resigned 

and with the majority of the faculty following his lead he 

set up a rival college in Waco. William Crane spurned the 

Houston position and accepted instead the offer to become 

Baylor's new president. He arrived at Independence during 

the tense situation, one that threatened to divide the 

Texas Baptists.^ 

Meanwhile, Dr. Burleson, before becoming president of 

Baylor, had served the First Baptist Church of Houston. He 

sent a letter of congratulations to Dr. Crane for accepting 

the position as pastor of his former Houston church. But 

when Burleson learned that Crane had not accepted the 

position, and had instead become president of Baylor, 

Burleson sent a second, harsher letter to Crane informing 

-Hoyt Ford, "The Life and Works of Dr. William Carey 
Crane," (M.A. Thesis, University of Texas, 1926), 29-35. 

^Ibid. 



him that the Baylor school at Independence was dead and his 

efforts to revive the college would be futile.'' 

The elder Crane nevertheless accepted the position of 

president of the college at Independence with a salary of 

$3,000 a year plus corn and meat for the first year and 

moving expenses. The new president received only forty-two 

dollars the first year. Personal financial difficulties, 

which resulted from the college's inability to pay his 

salary, remained with him for the rest of his life.^ 

As president of Baylor College, Crane became 

influential in educational and religious circles in Texas. 

From the time he took the position until his death in 1885, 

he maintained Baylor at Independence. After his death, the 

college merged with the Waco College and the female college 

of Mary-Hardin Baylor. His treatment at the hands of the 

Baptists in Texas, especially those writing about Baylor 

and education, caused a schism between his son Royston 

Campbell Crane and the university and fueled Royston's 

desire for complete accuracy in history. 

The criticism of Dr. Crane came mainly from those who 

opposed him in his fight to maintain the university at 

''Lois Smith Murray, Baylor at Independence: 1845-1886 
(Waco, Texas: Baylor University, 1972), 226. 

^Hoyt Ford, "The Life and Works of Dr. William Carey 
Crane," 35. 



Independence. Those who favored the relocation of the 

college cited the inadequacy of a town in which the nearest 

railhead was forty miles away. Bryan, Texas, was the 

choice of many of these adherents. Dr. Crane contended the 

charter of the college established Independence as the home 

of Baylor and its removal was illegal.^ Dr. Crane, along 

with the president of Waco College, Dr. Burleson, fought 

those who wished to merge the Baptist denominational 

colleges around the state into one large school. Both 

presidents wrestled against the "Educational Union" 

movement, as it was called, for years. Recent histories 

have looked more respectfully at the work done at Baylor by 

William Carey Crane.^° 

There are many similarities in the lives of Judge 

Crane and his father. Both joined many organizations: 

political, fraternal, and recreational. Although 

originally a Whig, Dr. Crane joined the Democratic Party 

during the "Know-Nothing" period. R. C. Crane was a 

Democrat all of his life. Both men were also Masons and at 

various times members of temperance organizations.^^ One 

who knew William Carey Crane detailed some of his character 

^Ibid, 44-46. 

^°Murray, Baylor at Independence. 290. 

^̂ Hoyt Ford, "The Life and Works of Dr. William Carey 
Crane," 196-199. 
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flaws. These included a lack of humility, a hyper

sensitivity to criticism, a relish for controversy, and a 

persecution complex.^^ To some degree, the same traits 

were exhibited by the younger Crane. 

The men also cared about higher education. Besides 

being president of the state's oldest university. Dr. Crane 

was involved in the creation of the University of Texas and 

the State Normal School in Huntsville, while R. C. Crane 

was part of the movement which won creation of Texas 

Technological College." 

Active in their local churches, both men also gave of 

themselves to further the cause of denominational 

education. In 1866, Dr. William Carey Crane wrote a bill 

to appropriate 10,000 acres of public lands for a permanent 

school fund for denominational schools, but the bill did 

not survive the education committee and was never 

presented.^" As noted. Dr. Crane was longtime president of 

Baylor University, the most prominent of the Baptist 

colleges, while the younger Crane served as a trustee on 

the board of Simmons College, later Hardin-Simmons 

University, for twenty years. The cornerstone of Simmons 

^^Murray, Baylor at Independence. 282. 

"Hoyt Ford, "The Life and Works of Dr. William Carey 
Crane," 83. 

"̂Ibid, 38. 



College was laid in 1891 against the wishes of Dr. Rufus 

Burleson who thought the Texas Baptists could not maintain 

support for another university.^^ 

The widow of Sam Houston, in 1865, asked William Carey 

Crane, while he was still President of Baylor, to write the 

biography of her recently deceased husband. Although a 

good writer. Dr. Crane was not sure if he should be the one 

to write of such a prestigious man, but she insisted. The 

elder Crane, though friends of the widow before her 

marriage to Sam Houston, had met Houston only twice, but he 

agreed to undertake the biography. Although Mrs. Houston 

promised Crane the assistance of the family in the project, 

the help was not forthcoming.^^ Nevertheless, Dr. Crane 

finished his extensive study in 1884. 

After his father's death, R. C. Crane continued to 

collect material relating to Houston and seriously thought 

of reprinting his father's work. The plan met with some 

tension from members of the Houston family who believed 

William Carey Crane had not returned some of the Houston 

papers he had used in his research. The family contended 

^̂ R. C. Crane, "The Beginning of Hardin-Simmons 
University," West Texas Association Year Book 16 (October 
1940), 67-70. 

^^William Carey Crane, Life and Select Literary 
Remains of Sam Houston of Texas (Dallas: William Scarff & 
Co., 1884), 3. 
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that Dr. Crane had promised to return all material taken 

from the Houston collection. Royston believed that the 

papers had been given back to the family and the ones in 

his possession were a result of additional research by his 

father and the material he himself had collected.̂ '' 

Royston did not re-issue his father's work, but he later 

published his own works of history. 

Like the other Crane children, Royston attended 

Baylor. The ability to educate his children at the 

university was one of the reasons Dr. Crane had accepted 

the position. At Baylor, R. C. Crane was a good, but not 

an exceptional student. He participated in many 

organizations. He joined one of the state's oldest 

fraternities. Phi Gamma Delta, and participated in the 

Erosophian debate society of which he was president. He 

also wrote for the school paper. One article, entitled "To 

Think Right is to Act Right," appeared in the university 

paper, Baylor Aeais. and was given orally at the 1883 

Baylor commencement.^^ 

Crane graduated from Baylor in 1884. After receiving 

a small loan from a relative, he ventured to the University 

^̂ R. C. Crane to Mrs. J. B. Heitchew, Nov. 27, 1929, 
Texas Collection, Baylor University. 

^̂ Baylor Aeais. May 1883. Texas Collection, Baylor 
University. 
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of Texas Law school. Here, he presided as class president 

and graduated in 1886. He helped establish the Phi Gamma 

Delta fraternity on the University of Texas campus. He 

maintained close contact with the university and visited 

many times for reunions. In later life he wrote articles 

for the fraternity's newsletter and as one of the charter 

members, was always welcomed at fraternity reunions. His 

son, Roy Crane, later attended both Hardin-Simmons and the 

University of Texas. 

Clearly, R. C. Crane's early experiences and his 

father's influence prompted his civic interest. Crane 

worked closely with Hardin-Simmons University, maintained 

an active role in his local church, and engaged in various 

public enterprises. His early life in West Texas built 

upon his experiences in East Texas. 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY LIFE IN WEST TEXAS 

Upon learning of the need for lawyers in the young, 

western country, Royston Campbell Crane, shortly after his 

father's death, left East Texas to make his home in the 

West. He anxiously set out to start a new life in the 

developing land. He went to Roby. Located in Fisher 

County, one of the fifty-four counties which had been 

created as recently as 1876 by an act of the Texas 

Legislature, Roby was a pioneer county, sparsely populated 

and recently cleared of bison.^ Crane was unable to find 

anyone to sell him a lot on the main square to set up his 

law practice, but the industrious and energetic lawyer 

purchased a building and had it moved into an alley on the 

main street. Although squatters' rights were recognized at 

this time. Crane later had to defend this action in 

political contests.^ 

As a new resident and lawyer. Crane wasted little 

time. The clerk's docket shows his name as attorney for 

the plaintiff in the third case to come before the court. 

The case dealt with the settling of a land title. In 1887, 

^Fisher County Historical Commission, History of 
Fi sher County Texas (Rotan, Texas: Shelton Press, 1983), 
42. 

^Sweetwater Weekly Reporter. February 13, 1914. 

12 
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Crane was elected County Attorney in Fisher County. There 

were few criminal cases to be prosecuted, and the town did 

not even have a jail to house offenders. Crane explained 

the situation to potential settlers in his newspaper: "law 

and order is the best in the state. To date there has 

never been a necessity to build a jail."^ Much of the 

lawyer's time was filled with civil cases, most dealing 

with the newly opened school lands and other public lands, 

of which the county had more than 250,000 acres. Despite a 

forty percent increase in salary from twenty-five to 

thirty-five dollars a month. Crane resigned to engage in 

private practice.'' 

Most of the cases in his private practice also dealt 

with land titles, but Crane's law firm also handled many 

divorce cases. During his first three years in Roby, Crane 

and his partners handled every divorce that came before the 

court. With the influx of new lawyers to the region, his 

monopoly of these cases ended. While living in Roby, Crane 

initiated nearly half of the seventeen divorce cases which 

appear in the docket.^ 

^Fisher County Call. Jan. 1888 in Delila and Josie 
Baird eds. Early Fisher County Families: A Biographical 
History. 1876-1910 (Rotan, TX.: Rotan Press, 1976), 14. 

^Fisher County Commissioners Court Minutes, vol 1, 
103. 

^Fisher County District Clerk File Docket, vol 1. 
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Other issues which appeared during Crane's stay in 

Roby included illegal fencing of pasture land, local 

elections concerning hogs in the city streets, and the 

local option election in 1888, which resulted in the 

prohibition of the sale of liquor until further elections. 

The vote at the mass meeting for local option was seven 

against local option and none in favor.^ 

Because of his position as a county official as well 

as connections he obtained while attending the University 

of Texas, Crane often received letters asking for his 

endorsement and help in upcoming political campaigns.^ He 

cooperated as much as he could, for among the many things 

he learned from his distinguished father was the importance 

of education, historical correctness, and political 

participation. 

As early as 1887, Crane considered the feasibility of 

operating a newspaper. Having little available cash, he 

entered into a partnership with W. M. Smith.® The 

partners, in 1888, started the first newspaper in the 

county, the Fisher County Call. 

^Fisher County Call, in Baird and Baird, eds.. Early 
Fisher County Families. 15. 

''Crane Papers, 1896-1910, Hardin Simmons University 
(HSU). 

^Crane to W. M. Smith, Oct. 9, 1887, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 
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Besides documenting the happenings and personal 

information of those residing in the county. Crane, as co-

founder and editor, used the paper to promote the town and 

the West Texas region. This was a common practice for 

frontier papers. One author notes, "the most 

representative example of the mood of western boosterism, 

was the local newspapers."^ 

Crane and Smith were not above using the paper to 

promote themselves. With tongue in cheek, for example, the 

paper reminded "young ladies, this is leap year. Make the 

most of it, and don't forget, both editors of The Call are 

bachelors."^° The paper related information about the 

agricultural situation and local farmers. Churches and 

schools were also highlighted to bring an air of 

respectability to the new community. Later in life, the 

editor referred to the paper as a "kind of one-man Chamber 

of Commerce to advertize the county."^^ 

To secure advertising. Crane sent copies of the paper 

to manufacturers across the country. The young editor 

^David Emmons, Garden in the Grassland: Boomer 
Literature in the Central Great Plains (Lincoln, Nebraska: 
University of Nebraska Press, 1971), 64. 

°̂Fisher County Call, in Baird and Baird, eds., Early 
Fisher County Families. 13. 

^̂ Baird and Baird, eds.. Early Fisher County Familipsr 
13. 
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energetically supported the town referring to the paper in 

his correspondences as "published in this most rapidly 

growing part of Texas."^^ Although the Call secured some 

advertising through such inquiries, the bulk of the 

advertising remained local. The paper, in announcing the 

expected arrival of a colony of settlers from Tennessee, 

credited its own efforts as a booster of the town."-

The paper, as the sole journalistic organ in the 

county, received publishing fees from the district court 

for printing decisions that were important to those in the 

region, such as estate settlements.̂ '' The Call also 

benefited from the county coffers by printing election 

returns as well as the annual financial statement of the 

county. Fees varied from twenty-five to forty dollars.'^ 

The Dallas Morning News used the new editor as its 

correspondent in West Texas. Although this relationship 

was strained by complaints on both sides, the Dallas paper 

and Crane worked together for many years.-̂ ^ Crane 

12 Crane scrapbook June 14, 1888, Crane Papers, HSU. 

"Fisher County Call. March 29, 1888, in Baird and 
Baird, eds.. Early Fisher County Families. 17. 

^̂ Fisher County District Court Fee Book, vol 1, 18. 

^̂ Fisher County Commissioners Court Minutes, vol 1, 
169. 

^̂ Marvin Burgess, "Royston Campbell Crane: West Texas 
Pioneer Lawyer," (M.A. Thesis, Hardin-Simmons University, 
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submitted many articles to the paper in later life, but he 

was often disappointed about the number used by the paper. 

The newspaper partnership, as well as law practice with 

Smith, did not last and Crane and his new law partner, 

Frank Kiefer, took up management of the paper.̂ '' Crane 

sold his share of the paper in 1890. 

The Fisher County Call was not the only instrument of 

promotion available to Crane. He wrote personal letters to 

friends, and he was secretary of the Immigration Society of 

Fisher County.̂ ® At a "mass" meeting in the County 

Attorney's office, those present founded the organization 

to seek colonies of settlers to the county and elected 

Crane secretary.^^ 

His public service did not end there. Crane presided 

over the county elections in 1888.̂ ° The district judge 

appointed him to the County Finance Committee two times. 

The county established the committee to review the finances 

1953), 40. 

î Ibid, 39. 

^̂ Crane to Secretary of State Immigration Committee, 
Undated letter. Crane Papers, HSU. 

"̂Fisher County Call, in Baird and Baird, eds.. Early 
Fisher County Families. 15. 

°̂Fisher County Commissioners Court Minutes, vol 1, 
199. 
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of the county and make rulings on the claims of expenses by 

its officials.2^ 

In 1897, by appointment of Governor Charles Culberson, 

Crane became District Attorney for the 39th Judicial 

District. He won re-election in 1898 without opposition. 

The large district covered many counties in West Texas, but 

as in the County Attorney's office the case load was 

minimal. 

The District Attorney had to write the state 

government to receive compensation for the successful 

prosecution of a case. There were only two such requests 

in the Court Minutes while Crane was District Attorney. In 

the first case. Crane billed the state five dollars for the 

prosecution of a horse thief in March 1898.^^ The second 

case, prosecuted in September, 1898, which ended in a 

prison sentence for the stealing of a herd of cattle, 

netted the attorney thirty dollars.^^ Crane tendered his 

resignation from the office at the beginning of the court 

term in 1899.̂ '̂  He cited the small case load as the main 

^̂ Fisher County District Court Minutes, vol 1, 378, 
383. 

22ibid, 414. 

23ibid, 435. 

^̂ Crane to Governor J. D. Sayers, March 3, 1899, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 
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reason for the resignation, but the term conducted by the 

new district attorney resulted in seventy-six foreclosure 

prosecutions in 1898 alone.^^ 

In 1892, the young bachelor married Mamie Douthit in 

Velasco, Texas, and brought her to Roby. After three years 

of marriage, Mamie Crane had the couple's first child. The 

baby boy did not live through the day. Three years later, 

in January of 1998, the couple was blessed with another 

child, but only one year later, the girl died. After the 

death of their second child. Crane resigned as District 

Attorney, sold his partnership, and with his family 

relocated to Abilene.^^ 

In Abilene the Crane family grew by one with the birth 

of Royston Campbell Crane, Jr., the only child to live past 

the age of one year. The Cranes, in 1903, suffered through 

one more infant death. From that point, Royston, Jr., was 

the center of the family's attention.̂ '' 

R. C. Crane did not maintain his law practice in 

Abilene for a long period of time. Upon hearing that a new 

railroad was to pass through Sweetwater, he moved in 1902. 

The Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railroad was to pass 

25 Fisher County District Clerk File Docket, vol 1. 

^^Burgess, "Royston Campbell Crane: West Texas pioneer 
Lawyer," 43-44. 

^•'Ibid. 
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from Kansas City, south through Texas and Sweetwater, and 

on to the Pacific Coast of Mexico. Crane realized the 

potential for growth and quickly set up a law practice with 

R. A. Ragland, whom he had known and worked with on the 

Fisher County Immigration Society.̂ ® 

Much like his previous partnerships, Ragland and Crane 

dealt mainly with land abstracts. The firm also listed 

with many of the national clearinghouses, an event that 

brought the partners business from across the country. 

Companies contacted Ragland and Crane as to the whereabouts 

of people in the area for whom the company or bank owned a 

note.^^ 

Business in the early 1900's was based on a system of 

notes. Much like a credit card, a customer could offer a 

note as payment for material or services. The notes 

generally came due one year from the time they were taken 

at an interest of ten percent. Investors in turn bought 

and sold the notes to banks with the original note often 

held by someone in the economic centers of New York or 

Chicago. Crane's responsibility was to assess the ability 

of the debtor to pay and recommend action. The lawyer 

^̂ Fisher County Call, in Baird and Baird, eds.. Early 
Fisher County Families. 15. 

2y Crane Papers, 1902-1925, HSU. 
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often set up installment plans or simply took the party to 

court .̂ ° 

As in Fisher County, Crane joined many organizations 

in Sweetwater. He continued his efforts to bolster the 

local economic situation by associating himself with the 

Sweetwater Commercial Club. Begun in 1902, the club in 

1903 boasted seventy-eight members. The young lawyer 

became a member of the three-man Executive Committee, which 

recommended courses of action in promotional matters such 

as advertising for the city. The express purpose of the 

organization was to secure immigration into Sweetwater and 

secure the construction of business houses, a modern hotel, 

and new factories.^-

After residing in Sweetwater for a short time, local 

citizens drafted Crane to fill the vacancy left after the 

death, in 1903, of Mayor R. E. Moody. Crane defeated A. J. 

Roy, who had resigned his position as alderman to run for 

mayor, in the election held November 30, 1903, winning by a 

majority of thirty-seven votes.^^ Crane won reelection by 

defeating J. A. Bradford and R. G. Fitzgerald in 1905, 

garnering eighty-seven votes to Bradford's sixty-one and 

30lbid. 

^^Sweetwater Weekly Reporter. April 3, 1903. 

^^Sweetwater City Council Minutes, vol 1, 155 
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Fitzgerald's one vote.^^ His instructions as mayor were 

simple: "Get water for Sweetwater."^^ The town was in the 

process of outgrowing the water supply. The population 

increased in the first decade of the twentieth century from 

670 to 4176. 

As mayor. Crane contacted many firms around Texas, 

requesting them to establish a water plant in Sweetwater. 

In correspondences with Fort Worth investment bankers. 

Crane learned that the allowances offered by the city were 

not sufficient to induce large interests to invest. In its 

plan, the Sweetwater city council authorized twelve fire 

hydrants to be built with the waterworks at a price of ten 

dollars each. Banker B. B. Paddock informed the mayor he 

had interested parties, but the city needed to make liberal 

concessions. When the city of Fort Worth built its 

waterworks, for example, the city allowed for many more 

hydrants and at fifty dollars each.̂ ^ In Sweetwater, 

investors did not receive the guarantees for more hydrants, 

which decreased likelihood of excessive fire damage, nor 

^^Official returns of Sweetwater city elections. Crane 
Papers, HSU. 

^̂ Nolan County News. June 24, 1943. 

-̂B. B. Paddock to Crane, February 6, 1906, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 
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was a minimum profit guaranteed for the investors when the 

city eventually purchased the plant.^^ 

The water plant project did not succeed. A lack of 

enthusiasm for the project in the community resulted in few 

concessions to the investors, who then could not be found. 

After two fires in the same week ravaged much of the city, 

the Sweetwater Sun chastised the citizens for not approving 

the waterworks project. The paper claimed the damage would 

have been minimal if the city had had an adequate 

waterworks plant.̂ '' 

A group of local citizens attempted to answer the 

call. Bond issues could not adequately be funded under the 

city charter.̂ ® Therefore, Crane and other citizens 

attempted to establish a private company to capitalize the 

venture. A group of citizens, numbering over fifty, met 

and subscribed to fund a waterworks company that could put 

in a first class water system. Crane subscribed $1000 to 

the project, with the average subscription near $100.^^ 

^̂ B. B. Paddock to Crane, March 7, 1908, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 

3\Sweetwater Sun. April 28, 1906. 

^̂ Louise Bradford, "A History of Nolan County, Texas" 
(M.A. Thesis, University of Texas, 1934), 79. 

39 Sweetwater Reporter. May 25, 1906. 
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Crane introduced a proposal to the city council asking 

for a franchise of thirty-five years for a system of 

waterworks. With few modifications, the council adopted 

the resolution.''° With the passage of a new city charter, 

the city proscribed $320,000 for the waterworks, of which 

$50,000 was used to purchase the property and equipment of 

the private waterworks company. 

A panel of fifteen prominent citizens composed the 

Charter Commission, which established a new city charter 

for Sweetwater. Crane wrote much of the new charter, 

passed as the "Home Rule Bill" on April 7, 1913. Crane's 

work on the charter, as well as his services as mayor of 

Sweetwater were given without compensation.'̂ -̂  The charter 

gave the municipality the ability to establish a public 

water works plant to be financed by a bond election.^^ In 

the progressive spirit of the times, a city commission 

system was set up to replace the city council. 

By far the biggest legal case on which Judge Crane 

worked was the suit involving the Kansas City, Mexico and 

Orient Railway of Texas and the city of Sweetwater. The 

40 Sweetwater City Council Minutes, vol 2, 20. 

^^Unpublished paper. Crane File, Barker History 
Center, University of Texas. 

^^Sweetwater City Council Minutes, vol 5, 599. 
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city brought the suit against the railroad in a contractual 

dispute. 

Arthur Stillwell, president of the railroad, proposed 

to link Kansas City to the Pacific Ocean, and hence the 

Oriental trade, by way of a deep water port in Topolobampo, 

Mexico. The route was the shortest distance between Kansas 

City and the Pacific, and because the railroad was to be 

truly international in scope, Stillwell found many 

investors receptive to the idea.'̂ ^ He raised much of the 

capital for the venture in Kansas City and through 

subscriptions from Eastern interests. 

The company had been obligated by an agreement with 

its vice-president to locate and maintain its offices and 

machine shops in Sweetwater for a substantial right of way 

and other allowances. Many, like Crane himself, had been 

impressed by the railroad and the possibilities it would 

bring to the city. 

The agreement to maintain a division point at 

Sweetwater had originated between the city of Sweetwater 

and the Colorado Valley Railway Company as early as 1897. 

After reorganization, the Colorado Valley Railway Company 

became the Panhandle & Gulf Railway Company and was 

"̂ John Kerr, Destination Topolobampo: The Kansas City, 
Mexico, and Orient Railway (San Marino, California, 1969.), 
7. 
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capitalized at $100,000. Stockholders of the new company 

authorized Thomas Trammell and R. L. McCaulley, residents 

of Sweetwater, to dispose of the railroad's property and 

insure that the road was finished as previously planned."̂ '' 

In court, McCauley admitted that he believed an 

understanding was made between the Colorado Valley Railway 

Company and the city of Sweetwater that insured that the 

shops would remain in Sweetwater.^^ 

Trammell and McCaulley visited Kansas City to inquire 

among the banks in the area. In Kansas City, the two men 

met Stillwell who was promoting his road. After 

discussions with the railroad president seemed doomed, 

Trammell convinced Stillwell to travel the route, via 

Sweetwater, with his engineer. This done, the Kansas City, 

Mexico and Orient Railway Company (KCM&O) absorbed the 

Panhandle & Gulf. Stillwell renamed the road the Kansas 

City, Mexico and Orient Railway Company of Texas and 

capitalized the company at one million dollars. Trammell 

and McCaulley became representatives of the road in Texas, 

and they were to secure the right of way and locate 

^̂ R. C. Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; 
Chapters from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe 
in West Texas," West Texas Historical Association Year 
Book 19 (October 1943), 3-4. 

-̂Bill of Exception, City of Sweetwater v Kansas City 
MfixicQ and Orient Railway Co.. Scurry County District 
Court. 
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additional town sites where necessary. The men obtained 

450 acres adjacent to Sweetwater, and the site was 

designated as the Orient Addition.'̂ ^ 

The road promoters, on July 4, 1901, joined with the 

citizens of Sweetwater at a large barbecue to celebrate the 

road. W. W. Sylvester, vice president of the KCM&O, gave a 

stirring speech in which he proclaimed Sweetwater to be on 

the next great transcontinental railroad center and the 

Texas headquarters for the line. Arguably, much of the 

speech was simply given to promote the sale of lots in the 

Orient Addition, but to the citizens, the speech solidified 

a contract between the road and the city to maintain its 

state headquarters and machine shops in Sweetwater. 

Sylvester's speech became a central focus in later events 

between the company and the city. Attorneys for the city 

called numerous witnesses to sustain the argument. S. 0. 

Champman testified that Sylvester raised a telegram during 

his speech, a telegram Sylvester claimed at the time to 

include official recognition by the road of what he had 

promised.'''' 

^^Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 8. 

"^Testimony of S. 0. Champmam, City of Sweetwater v 
KCM&O. Scurry County District Court. 
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After they became informed that the railroad intended 

to amend the charter at the stockholders meeting, the 

citizens of Sweetwater filed an injunction with the Nolan 

County Court. Stillwell planned to amend the charter to 

allow the movement of the machine shops and offices from 

Sweetwater to San Angelo. San Angelo, close to thirty 

miles down the line, seemed to the majority stockholders a 

more logical division point than Sweetwater.''̂  

The injunction, written on behalf of the city and 

those who purchased land in the Orient Addition by Crane 

and others at Crane's home, was granted on January 17, 

1908. It barred the road from moving its offices. The 

injunction inaugurated a long court case and a municipal 

rivalry. 49 

The court granted the defense a change of venue. 

Judge Cullen Higgins heard the case in the 39th Judicial 

District Court in Snyder, Texas. Both sides maintained a 

collection of lawyers. R. C. Crane and Beall & Beall were 

retained by the city and their signatures are found on most 

of the legal documents.^° The citizens also retained 

^^Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 11. 

^̂ Ibid, 13. 

°̂Case File, City of Sweetwater v KCM&O. Scurry County 
District Court. 
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Johnson & Edwards of Tyler, and A. H. Kirby of Abilene. 

Crane had suggested that the firm of Johnson & Edwards be 

brought in to assist, for they had successfully prosecuted 

a similar case involving the city of Tyler, Texas, and the 

Cotton Belt Railroad. The lawyers planned to use the same 

arguments in KCM&O case. A local man and general attorney 

for the Texas division of the company, H. C. Hord, as well 

as their own lawyers from Kansas City, represented the 

KCM&O. ̂^ 

The city's case centered around the implied contract 

made with Stillwell and reiterated at the July 4 barbecue. 

The lawyers for the railroad argued that the implication of 

a contract was not made by legal representatives of the 

line who could make such agreements, the Board of Directors 

being the only such legal entity. The defense objected to 

all lines of questioning which assumed those in the employ 

of the road making statements about the location of the 

offices were legal representatives. Judge Higgins denied 

those objections.^^ 

Arthur Stillwell, in his deposition, denied he made a 

promise to locate the company offices in Sweetwater. He 

^^Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 13. 

^̂ Case File, City of Sweetwater v KCM&O. Scurry County 
District Court. 
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further stated that the Board of Directors had not 

authorized him to make such agreements.^^ 

In his instructions to the jury. Judge Higgins plainly 

stated that implied contracts were as legally binding as 

explicit contracts. If the officers of the KCM&O orally 

contracted to establish a division point at Sweetwater, the 

verdict would favor the plaintiff.̂ '' 

On September 25, 1909, in less than twenty-five 

minutes, the jury returned the verdict. The statement 

simply read, "We, the jury, find for the plaintiff as 

prayed in petition." Before reading the decision aloud, 

the judge handed the statement to council for the plaintiff 

to check the form of the statement. Mr. Edwards, acting for 

the plaintiff, then requested that he be allowed to arrange 

the form of the statement for the jury. The amended 

verdict read, 

"We, the jury, find that the defendant company 
contracted for a valuable consideration to locate 
and keep the general offices and the machine 
shops and the round houses of the defendant 
company at the City of Sweetwater; and we find 
for plaintiff as prayed for in its third amended 
original petition. "̂ ^ 

^̂ Arthur Stillwell Deposition, City of Sweetwater v 
KCM&O. Scurry County District Court. 

^^Instructions to the Jury, City of Sweetwater v 
KCM&O, Scurry County District Court. 

^̂ Case File, City of Sweetwater v KCM&O. Scurry County 
District Court. 
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The jury approved the amended verdict, to which the defense 

strenuously objected. 

The city celebrated its victory. The Sweetwater 

Reporter released a special edition with a large picture of 

Judge Crane, but the triumph was short-lived. The defense 

filed a twenty-five page Assignment of Errors dealing with 

facts and overulings.^^ The Court of Civil Appeals of 

Texas heard the case in 1910. Again Crane, with the help 

of his nephew and new law partner Harry Bondies, prepared 

the brief for the court.̂ '' 

The Court of Appeals declared the numerous assignments 

of error by the railroad to be immaterial. The court held 

that the directions given to the jury by Judge Higgins were 

precise and correct. The justices further decided there 

was substantial evidence that McCaulley, as first vice-

president and chief executive officer of the Texas division 

of the KCM&O, was authorized to establish a contract with a 

municipality. The privileges granted to the company by the 

city in return for locating the shops included a 

substantial right of way as well as the right to certain 

streets and alleys. The company never questioned the 

^̂ Ibid. 

^^Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 14. 
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ability of McCaulley to negotiate for the acceptance of 

these favors. Although a part of the contract that, they 

argued, did not legally exist, the guarantees were not 

repudiated by the company. Crane and the citizens of 

Sweetwater won the second round of the battle as the 

judgment of the lower court was affirmed. 58 

The case then went to the Texas Supreme Court. With 

the assistance of the lawyers associated with the Tyler 

case. Judge Crane prepared the brief for the city.̂ ^ After 

hearing the arguments from both sides, the high court in 

Texas ruled on three questions in the case. First, the 

court held that the city had the authority to negotiate the 

right of way through its town and that Sweetwater had 

granted the subject concessions to the railroad. Secondly, 

the justices found the evidence sufficient to prove that 

the city councilmen, although not specifically informed. 

believed they had a contract with McCaulley. 60 

On the last question, the court broke from the 

previous rulings. The court ruled that the power to 

^^Southwestern Reporter, vol 131, Permanent Edition, 
(St. Paul, Minnesota: West Publishing, 1911), 251-255. 

'̂'Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 14. 

^^Southwestern Reporter, vol 137, Permanent Edition, 
(St. Paul, Minnesota: West Publishing, 1911), 1117-20. 



33 

negotiate in the name of the corporation was vested solely 

in the Board of Directors or an authorized representative. 

The court found no evidence the board conferred such 

authority to either the president or vice-president. 

Although McCaulley belonged to the three-man executive 

committee established to negotiate such arrangements, the 

evidence did not show that the others on the committee 

approved or had knowledge of his dealing with the citizens 

of Sweetwater. The decision, handed down on May 31, 1911, 

lifted the injunction against the railroad, but maintained 

the legality of the city ordinance granting the concessions 

to the company.^^ 

In his history of railroads in Texas, Crane provided 

at least one subjective opinion for the court's reversal of 

the two lower court decisions. He claimed that a son-in-

law of Chief Justice Brown lived and worked in San Angelo 

and that with the rest of the San Angelo citizens would 

benefit from the location of the offices in that town. 

Crane also voiced concern over a meeting of the Texas State 

Bar Association in San Angelo in 1910, shortly before the 

case reached the state Supreme Court. Judge Brown spoke at 

the meeting and "was shown every possible courtesy during 

"Ibid. 
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his stay in the city."̂ ^ Crane believed Brown to be a man 

swayed by his prejudices, and he questioned whether Brown's 

memories of San Angelo affected the judgment in the case." 

A group of minority stockholders in the Orient 

attempted another suit arguing they were not parties in the 

first suit. The stockholders succeeded in obtaining an 

injunction prohibiting the company from locating its shops 

in San Angelo. The company approached the Chief Justice 

for relief. In an angry decision, the judge found the 

parties to the second suit to be in contempt of court for 

questioning his judgment in the earlier case. The facts 

were held to be the same regardless of the parties 

involved. Brown granted a writ of prohibition enjoining 

the stockholders from further prosecution of the suit, and 

the case was finally over.̂ ^ 

Although the city fathers had enthusiastically given 

moral support to their lawyers, the promised financial 

support was slow in coming. The first mention of the case 

in the city records appeared on November 17, 1908. The 

city council agreed to pay attorneys fees of fifty dollars 

^^Crane, "Railroads and Community Rivalries; Chapters 
from the Inside Story of the Orient and Sante Fe in West 
Texas," 14. 

"Ibid, 14. 

f̂ Ibid, 15. 
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a month until each was paid $250. The council amended the 

terms two weeks later, giving the attorneys vouchers for 

fifty dollars each." An undated memorandum in the city 

records shows the city agreed to pay its lawyers a total of 

$3100, with Jason Edwards of Tyler and R. C. Crane 

receiving the largest amounts. At the time of the memo. 

Crane had received $361 of a total of $625, while the city 

still owed Edwards $300 from the contracted $1200." There 

were no subsequent listings of payments in the city 

records .̂^ 

R. C. Crane gave willingly of his time and money to 

serve and advertise his adopted region. Like his father, 

he served the causes he believed in despite the lack of 

enthusiasm of those he sought to help and despite the 

financial difficulties which resulted from his service. 

Crane invested in many economic ventures in Sweetwater. 

Some investments never realized their potential and 

eventually cost him thousands of dollars. He tirelessly 

opposed a group of citizens that did not wish to see 

Sweetwater grow. When a majority opposed a measure for 

^^Sweetwater City Council Minutes, vol 2, 121. 

"Ibid, vol 4, 3. 

•̂'Ibid, vol 4. 
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which he had fought. Crane succumbed to their wishes, both 

in civic enterprises and in politics. 

Although in the end unsuccessful, his efforts to 

prevent the movement of the Kansas City, Mexico and Orient 

Railway Company of Texas from relocating its offices to San 

Angelo made Crane something of a hero in Sweetwater. His 

struggle to help the city spread his fame and encouraged 

his growing interest in other political and economic issues 

related to Sweetwater and West Texas. 



CHAPTER III 

POLITICS AS A VEHICLE OF PROMOTION 

Royston Campbell Crane was interested in history and 

its kindred spirit politics from childhood. He had 

listened to his father tell of seeing many presidents and 

historical figures in his days in Virginia, and Royston had 

first become involved in political positions when he was 

assistant postmaster in Independence, Texas.^ Like most 

men of his generation in Texas, he was a member of the 

Democratic Party, the party of Texas Independence and the 

Confederacy.^ 

Crane regularly joined in the heated debates within 

the Democratic party. From the earliest record, he sided 

with the prohibitionists. He voted for local option as 

early as 1887.^ Leaders of statewide prohibition campaigns 

often solicited him for organizational assistance." 

Crane personally disagreed with the political 

maneuvering of Joe Bailey, a United States Senator from 

^Burgess, "Royston Campbell Crane: West Texas Pioneer 
Lawyer," 15-17. 

^Lewis Gould, Progressives and Prohibitionists: TPVPI.C; 
Democrats in the Wilson Era (Austin, Texas: University of 
Texas Press, 1973), 5. 

^Abilene Daily Reporter. May 30, 1908. 

^Chairman State Prohibition Committee to Crane, April 
25, 1919, Crane Papers, Hardin Simmons University(HSU). 
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Texas after the turn of the century, and Jim Ferguson the 

controversial Texas Governor. He went as far as to comment 

that the "Fergusons stand for what is rotten and dishonest 

in politics in Texas."^ Bailey and Fergueson influenced 

Texas politics for many years. 

Texas politics at this time often gave way to 

personalties, and Joseph Weldon Bailey, upon his election 

to the U. S. Senate, after years in the U. S. House of 

representatives, dominated the state Democratic convention 

and insured his platform and his subsequent domination of 

the party in Texas.^ A lawyer of moderate means, he 

realized that money could be made peddling political 

influence, and he began a steady rise in the national 

party. His gift for oratory had many considering him as a 

presidential candidate as early as 1906, but, as it would 

throughout the rest of his career, scandal threatened to 

ruin him.^ 

At the turn of the century, amidst the public outcry 

against the large trust companies, Bailey entered into an 

alliance with a subsidiary of Standard Oil, one of the 

^Crane to George Anderson, August 19, 1932, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 

B̂ob Charles Holcomb, "Senator Bailey, Two Decades of 
Controversy" (Ph. D. diss., Texas Tech University, 1968), 
191. 

•'Ibid, 191. 
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largest and most-despised corporations in America. Waters-

Pierce Oil Company, the subsidiary, had been indicted in an 

anti-trust suit for its involvement with Standard Oil. As 

a result, Waters-Pierce was expelled from the state. When 

leaders of Waters-Pierce consulted Bailey and asked him the 

opinions of high ranking state officials, Bailey informed 

them that Texas could not stop the company's reorganization 

efforts. Thus, after reorganizing under the same name, the 

Waters-Pierce company got back in business in Texas. 

Bailey accepted a $5000 loan from Pierce.^ 

An investigation in 1901 exonerated Bailey of any 

wrongdoing, but the allegations were serious. The Senator, 

as a result, exerted little interest in the defeat of bills 

which would have blocked the company's reentrance into 

Texas, and his political position weakened throughout the 

state.^ 

A series of articles published in 1906 in Cosmopolitan 

Magazine brought the issue of Senatorial collusion with 

money interests, such as Standard Oil, back into public 

focus. The article targeted high ranking Senators, Joe 

Bailey among them. The article, along with the recent 

Missouri anti-trust suit against Waters-Pierce, also 

^Ibid, 190. 

^Ibid, 260. 



40 

renewed political interest in Texas and solidified 

opposition to Bailey.^° 

The issue of Senator Bailey's actions characterized 

the political scene in Texas for the next few years. Good 

Government clubs set out to stop Bailey's reelection in 

1906, and Anti-Bailey clubs formed across the state, but 

Bailey won reelection. 

In response, R. C. Crane in 1908 helped organize the 

Central Democratic Club in Nolan County. The club formed 

to oppose those politicians who sought to serve the 

corporate interests at the expense of the public interest. 

Though Bailey was elected Senator in 1906, the Central 

Democratic club, along with other similar organizations, 

sought to make the election of Bailey as a delegate-at-

large to the 1908 Democratic National Convention the next 

battleground.^^ Crane sent numerous letters throughout the 

county to insure a majority against Bailey in the election 

as delegate. By a narrow margin, Nolan County voted 

against Bailey. Nearby Taylor County, however, 

overwhelmingly supported the Senator, and Bailey likewise 

won the rest of the state.^^ 

10 Ibid, 257-66. 

^̂ Crane to Judge John Cochran, May 30, 1908, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 

^^Abilene Weekly Reporter. May 8, 1908. 
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Shortly after the election of Bailey as a delegate to 

the National Convention, friends of Crane approached him 

with the idea of running for the State Senate in 1908. 

Crane agreed, and on May 21, two months before the state 

Democratic primary, he began his campaign. In a personal-

letter-writing canvass. Crane told friends, "I have been 

induced at considerable sacrifice to get in the race 

against John Bryan for the State Senate."" W. John Bryan 

represented the district in the House and sought a term in 

the Senate. Bryan, from Abilene in Taylor County, had been 

a strong supporter of Bailey in a county that also favored 

the Senator. 

The term of State Senators elected in 1908 would 

expire before they would be called upon to vote again on 

the reelection of Bailey. Crane stated he would oppose 

those who sought to continue the personal attacks on 

Bailey. Although Crane continued to declare that the 

recent election had settled the Bailey question and that he 

did not intend to make it a campaign issue, the fight had 

so polarized the party that it could not be avoided. 

Although relatively few in number, some men on both sides 

"Crane to J. S. Crupton, May 22, 1908, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 
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of the argument stated firmly that they would not support a 

man who disagreed with them on the Bailey question.^" 

Crane, beginning his campaign so near the primary, did 

not have the time or money to canvass the large district. 

Crane's campaign consisted mainly of letter writing, 

campaign announcements, and some personal appearances. The 

cost to place one's name in local papers announcing one's 

candidacy ranged from five to fifteen dollars." 

Announcements in as many area newspapers as possible 

dominated a large portion of Crane's campaign expenditures. 

In his published platform. Crane demonstrated the 

development of progressive tendencies. He espoused fewer, 

but better laws with equal rights for all. Crane called 

for the development of Texas but Central West Texas in 

particular. He wanted to help the majority of his 

constituents by amending the tax laws to ease the burden on 

farmers and ranchers. The candidate also wanted 

agricultural experiment stations in the region." 

On two important issues of the day. Crane stated that 

he was in favor of submission to a statewide election 

concerning a state prohibition law and for an anti-free 

"̂Crane Papers, 1908, HSU. 

"Ibid. 

"Abilene Reporter. May 25, 1908 
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pass law regarding railroad tickets. As a former 

newspaperman. Crane made an exception to his anti-free pass 

stand to allow newspapers to exchange advertising for 

discounted railroad rates. Far short of an endorsement, 

the Abilene Reporter applauded Crane's stand on free pass 

legislation and called on all candidates for public office 

to state their opinions on the subject.̂ '' 

Crane received quiet support from friends around the 

district. Owing to his late entry into the race, many 

likely supporters had pledged support to Bryan, but they 

did not speak against Crane. Shortly after his decision to 

run. Crane felt confident of victory. Backers from across 

the district assured him he would win the nomination.'^ 

As Bailey men lined up against him. Crane looked 

towards the anti-Bailey clubs for support. He maintained 

that the Bailey question had been decided, but admitted the 

necessity of countering the support Bryan was receiving 

from the Bailey followers. Bryan's platform closely 

resembled Crane's, but one of his popular propositions 

called for the use of the state penitentiary to produce 

cotton bagging, sacks, and twine to help the state's 

^^Abilene Reporter. May 26, 1908. 

"Crane to Hawkins, May 22, 1908, Crane Papers, HSU 
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farmers." With few differences between the candidates, 

the voters nominated the experienced politician. Crane won 

Fisher and Nolan Counties, but lost by a large margin in 

Bryan's home county. Taylor County sent Bryan a clear 

majority, 1681 to Crane's 687.̂ 0 

Despite his unsuccessful bid for the State Senate, 

Crane's political activities did not end. Although he 

would not be a candidate for public office. Crane stayed 

active within the Democratic Party. He supported the 

gubernatorial candidate William Ramsey in 1912, and he 

presided as master of ceremonies at a campaign rally for 

Ramsey when the candidate passed through Sweetwater. 

Again, Crane's efforts led to a close contest in Nolan 

County, but Ramsey's race was lost to Governor Oscar 

Colquitt.^^ 

In the same year, 1912, Crane energetically supported 

the candidacy of Woodrow Wilson for the Democratic 

Presidential nomination. Members of the Sweetwater 

precinct convention nominated Crane to the county 

convention as a Wilson delegate. They also elected a slate 

of delegates to support Champ Clark for the nomination. By 

"Abilene Reporter. June 24, 1908. 

^"Abilene Daily Reporter. July 28, 1908 

^^Sweetwater Reporter. April 30, 1912. 
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a vote of thirty-nine to twenty-eight, the Clark delegates 

were elected to represent the district.^^ Crane spent much 

time and effort assisting the Wilson campaign, and the 

state convention sent delegates to the national convention 

in support of Wilson. 

The Texas delegation worked hard for Wilson, and on 

the 4 6th ballot at the National Convention he was nominated 

over Clark." Wilson commended the Texas delegation and 

suggested that he would reward Texas for its support. In 

the Presidential election against William Howard Taft and 

Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson carried Texas by a resounding 

margin of seventy-three percent of the popular vote.̂ '' 

Texans played a substantial role in the Wilson 

Administration. Colonel Edward House, a Texas politician, 

loyally advised Wilson concerning cabinet appointments as 

well as other decisions. Although not initially appointed, 

Thomas Gregory was named Attorney General in 1914 to 

replace James McReynolds. House had a direct hand in the 

naming of Texas Congressman Albert Sidney Burleson to the 

position of Postmaster General.^^ 

^^Sweetwater Weekly Reporter. May 10, 1912. 

^^Gould, Progressives and Prohibitionists. 83. 

^"Untitled newspaper clipping. Crane Papers, HSU. 

^̂ Arthur Link, Woodrow Wilson and the Proaressivp F.J-PI 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1954), 28-9. 
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The post allowed the Democratic Party to reestablish 

patronage, which it had been without through sixteen years 

of Republican rule. Appointments among deserving Democrats 

were not without complication. In some instances, the 

"appointments often produced nearly as much turmoil among 

Democrats" as among ousted Republicans.^^ Wilson hoped to 

limit the new postmasters to Progressives, but Burleson, 

himself a former conservative Congressman, realized the 

need for conservative Congressional support for the passage 

of Wilson's New Freedom reform goals.̂ '̂  

Postmaster General Burleson announced on November 17, 

1913, that "it was his practice to ask the member of 

Congress in whose district the vacancy exists to advise him 

relating to the character and fitness of the three 

eligibles."^^ This policy violated section ten of the 

civil service law, which states that the recommendation of 

postmasters by members of Congress should not be received 

or considered.^^ The selections were to be based on the 

^^Adrian Anderson, "Albert Sidney Burleson: A Southern 
Politician in the Progressive Era," (Ph. D. diss., Texas 
Tech University, 1967), 143. 

2̂ Ibid, 145. 

^̂ Ibid, 156. 

^^William Dudley Foulke, Fighting the Spoilsmen; 
Reminiscences of the Civil Service Reform Movprnpnt (New 
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1919), 234. 
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three highest scores on a competitive exam. Before his 

election to the highest office in the United States, Wilson 

had been a member of the Civil Service Reform League, but 

as President, Wilson felt obligated to reward faithful 

Democrats. ̂° 

R. C. Crane fell into the category of "faithful 

Democrats." He had supported Wilson through the primary 

process. A Crane biographer explains that Judge Crane's 

desperate financial situation came as a result of his 

vigorous support of the party during Wilson's campaign.^^ 

True or not. Crane solicited, and to bolster his financial 

situation was offered, the position of postmaster of 

Sweetwater. 

Crane's application for the position led to criticism 

in Sweetwater. In the columns of the local paper, 

questions arose as to whether Crane was one of the top 

three eligible candidates. Crane had maintained close 

contact with U. S. Congressman William Smith during the 

selection process, and Smith corresponded with Postmaster 

General Burleson on Crane's behalf. Crane's connections 

with these men brought charges of favoritism. 

Coincidentally, Crane had been a member of the Phi Gamma 

30 Ibid, 226. 

^^Clarence Wharton, Texas Under Many Flags (Chicago: 
American Historical Association, 1930) vol 3, 8. 
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Delta fraternity at Baylor. He had helped inaugurate the 

new chapter at the University of Texas. The first initiate 

of the Phi Gamma Delta chapter at the University of Texas 

was Albert Sidney Burleson.^^ 

Crane believed much of the criticism in Sweetwater 

emanated from the former postmaster M. B. Howard and 

Howard's father. The senior Howard served as the 

Republican Party chairman in the 16th Congressional 

district. Crane felt obligated to respond to the specific 

charges that had been preferred against him. In an open 

letter to the people of Sweetwater, Crane addressed the 

charges individually.^^ 

The opening sentence of the letter demonstrates the 

pressure Crane felt himself to be under. "My application 

for the position of Postmaster at Sweetwater," he wrote, 

"has brought on me an avalanche of calumny and abuse 

calculated to destroy everything but my physical life."^^ 

The letter then outlined four specific charges made by 

unnamed conspirators against Crane. 

^2R. C. Crane "Genesis," The Lonahorn Fiai Spring 
1949, Crane Papers, HSU. 

^^R. C. Crane, "To the People of Sweetwater, 
Sweetwater Weekly Reporter. February 13, 1914. 

-'̂ Ibid. 

n 
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The first charge states simply that Crane is not 

popular. To this Crane reminded the readers that 

popularity was not a qualification for the position. 

Although proud of the enemies he made in defending his 

beliefs, he pointed out that the citizens of Sweetwater 

twice elected him mayor and sent him a majority in his 

quest for the Texas Senate. Crane placed much of the 

opposition to his selection at the feet of the Clark 

Democrats in the county.^^ He believed one of the rebuffed 

candidates from this wing of the party in Sweetwater had 

joined with the Republicans to injure him. 

The next two charges concern the lawyer's land 

dealings. The accusers claimed Crane stole an alley lot in 

Roby. The other charge dealt with a lot in Sweetwater. 

Crane explained the misunderstandings in both instances. 

The last charge, that his appointment would be a 

political liability for Congressman William Smith, was a 

slightly veiled threat. Crane replied simply that it would 

be a mistake for Congressman Smith to forget his friends.-^ 

And Smith, as it turned out, did not have to wait before a 

threat materialized. 

3̂ Ibid. 

^̂ Ibid. 
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Smith received an anonymous letter that openly 

threatened that he would lose the upcoming primary if he 

did not renounce the appointment of Crane as postmaster. 

The letter, believed to have been penned by another 

candidate for the postmaster position, went on to say that 

Crane garnered less than five percent of the public 

support .̂^ 

Judge Thomas Blanton, challenging Smith in the 

Democratic primary, wasted little time in pursuing the 

politically embroiled question of postmaster appointments. 

In an open letter to the citizens of Abilene, Blanton 

criticized Smith's handling of the position in that place. 

The position, held by a Republican, would become available 

in December of 1914.^^ Smith refused to entertain those 

who wished to know his recommendation on the grounds that 

it would be received as a political maneuver to win support 

in the primary contest.^^ 

The candidate further attacked the Congressman for 

earlier appointments. He listed many postmasters Smith 

"permitted" to be appointed whom he charged did not have 

^̂ W. R. Smith to Crane, March 23, 1914, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 

^̂ Thomas Blanton, "To the Citizens of Abilene," 
Abilene Daily Reporter. April 24, 1914, 5. 

^̂  "Congress Smith Replies to Judge Blanton," Abilene 
Spmi-Weekly Reporter. May 8, 1914. 
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the popular support of the Democrats in their respective 

cities, citing Judge Crane by name in the letter.^° In 

published replies. Smith and Blanton continued their 

courses. Smith charge Blanton with falsifying facts and 

refused to debate until the charges were proven or 

retracted. Blanton declared that he would discontinue the 

public attacks on the postal appointments. 

Blanton defeated Smith to win the nomination. In his 

speeches before the election, Blanton implied he would try 

to replace Crane if elected, but Crane received another 

appointment in 1918. Crane felt Blanton directed his wrath 

against him because he had supported Smith in the 

primary.''̂  

Opposition to the postmaster did not end with the 

Congressional race. The former postmaster, M. B. Howard, a 

Republican, had installed his sister, Lizzie Howard, as a 

clerk in the office when he had held the position. Crane 

perceived Howard as "doing the dirty work" against 

Congressman Smith. Crane said Howard "has been worse than 

a German spy on my every action, personal and official. 

°̂Thomas Blanton, "To the Citizens of Abilene," 
Abilene Daily Reporter. April 24, 1914, 5. 

^̂ R. C. Crane, Sweetwater Daily Journal. July 29, 
1916. 
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since I have been in office.""^ Lizzie Allen, formerly 

Lizzie Howard, purportedly kept Howard notified of the 

happenings in the office.'*̂  

By questionable means. Crane attempted to have Ms. 

Allen removed from the postal service. In outlining his 

official charges against her. Crane documented her marital 

status, it being the focal point of the indictments. As 

outlined. Crane charged that Allen joined the service as 

Miss Howard, sister of the former postmaster, but married 

in 1908. Mr. Allen, a successful barber, provided for the 

family without the need for his wife to secure employment. 

Crane's chauvinistic argument has credence based on the 

Postal law of 1910 which prohibits a married woman from 

holding a classified position in the postal service.'̂ ^ Ms. 

Allen replied that the examiners knew of her marital status 

and efficiency should be Crane's only concern."^ Lizzy 

Allen retained her position. 

The presidential appointment was not enough to stave 

off financial misfortune for Crane. In 1916, after years 

^̂ crane to Senator Morris Sheppard, August 11, 1916, 
Crane Papers, HSU. 

^̂ ibid. 

^̂ Crane to First Assistant Postmaster General, July 
26, 1916, Crane Papers, HSU. 

^̂ Ms. Allen to Crane, July 27, 1916, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 
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of struggling. Crane contemplated declaring bankruptcy, 

which he did in an Abilene court. He posted a notice of 

sale to creditors of several of his lots in Sweetwater and 

surrounding communities. The local paper gave a heartened 

appeal for loyal citizens to assist Crane. The paper 

stated it was a travesty for Crane to face such a crisis 

alone after he had given his time and money to building the 

community. The paper cited specifically the money given by 

Crane to ensure the Sante Fe railroad would pass through 

Sweetwater.''̂  Crane's bankruptcy did not affect his 

position in the post office. 

In 1921, amidst declining health and Republican 

pressure, R. C. Crane resigned as postmaster. He retained 

much of his influence, however, in the local Democratic 

party organization. In 1924, he favored the nomination of 

William Gibbs McAdoo as the Presidential standard bearer 

for the party. At the Democratic county convention that 

year. Crane "introduced a resolution strongly endorsing 

McAdoo as Democratic choice and instructing Nolan County 

delegates to vote accordingly." John Ford followed with a 

resolution to send uninstructed delegates to the 

convention. The action resulted in a "fiery speech by 

R. C. Crane which resulted in Ford's resolution being 

46 Sweetwater Daily Reporter. May 20, 1916. 
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tabled by a vote of 57 to 17."'̂ '' The delegates to the 

county convention selected him to represent them at the 

state convention. 

Meanwhile, Crane had become involved in a regional 

movement to secure equal treatment for the western portion 

of the state. The movement began as an attempt to locate a 

state supported educational institution in West Texas, but 

broadened to include rural school appropriations and equal 

representation in the Texas Legislature. 

Although the movement had its inception at Sweetwater, 

the concept of a state university in West Texas had been 

discussed for several years. Upon entering the harsh 

climate of West Texas, pioneers could not concern 

themselves with applying for a state university until they 

had mollified and populated the area. Denominational 

schools appeared throughout the region in the late 1800's. 

Of these, however, only Hardin-Simmons and Howard Payne 

remain active.̂ ® 

As early as 1896, state legislator R. D. Gage of Pecos 

suggested that the state should procure 50,000 acres of the 

public domain to be set aside for colleges in the West. 

^^Untitled newspaper clipping in Crane scrapbook dated 
May 7, 1924, Crane Papers, HSU. 

^̂ Jane Gilmore Rushing and Kline Nail, Evolution of a 
University: Texas Tech's First Fifty Years (Austin, Texas: 
Madrona Press, 1975), 5. 
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Gage did not envision an independent college but rather 

branches of both the state university and Texas A&M. 

Although the population did not then warrant such an 

investment, the announcement by Gage caused the editor of 

the Fort Worth Gazettf̂  to quip that only coyotes would 

attend the university.''̂  

By the turn of the century. West Texans began to 

realize they had an identity among themselves. They 

developed what William Curry Holden termed the "West Texas 

self-conscious."^° They also saw that a large amount of 

land in the West had been set aside for projects in the 

East. 

J. J. Dillard of Lubbock made the demand for a West 

Texas A&M college part of his campaign platform in his 1910 

bid for the state legislature.'^ Subsequently, Dillard's 

bill made it out of committee, but coming at the end of the 

session, leaders did not place the bill on the calendar. 

State Senator Claude Hudspeth attempted to establish a West 

Texas A&M in the Democratic platform at the 1914 state 

convention, but it was not adopted. A state Congressman 

familiar with the legislative history of the movement, Don 

^̂ Ibid, 6. 

^°Holden, Alkali Trails. 12 6. 

^̂ Don Biggers to Crane, February 18, 1931, Crane 
Papers, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 
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Biggers, credited Gage, Dillard, and San Angelo Congressman 

Colonel A. J. Baker, who supported the Gage bill, as being 

pioneers of the movement.^^ 

The operation received assistance when an editorial 

appearing in the Fort Worth Record in 1915 called for the 

establishment of an agriculture college for West Texas. 

Proponents of the college gave varied reasons to justify 

their demands. The most obvious reasons were the climatic 

and soil differences between West Texas and the eastern 

portion of the state. The agriculture college in Bryan did 

not allow for these differences. Secondly, they justified 

their demand based on the need for education in stock 

raising. Lastly, the West Texans decried the necessity of 

sending their students to neighboring states whose 

agriculture colleges addressed the problems of the arid 

region more so than the college at Bryan.^^ 

After the editorial appeared in the Fort Worth paper, 

citizens from around the region began to discuss the 

possibilities. In a meeting in the office of Thomas Hodge, 

the secretary of the Sweetwater Chamber of Commerce, R. C. 

Crane and others examined the question. At the same time. 

Porter Whaley, a prominent citizen of Amarillo contacted 

^̂ Ibid. 

-̂Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 7-8 
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Hodge with the suggestion that the people of West Texas 

meet to discuss the question. Hodge, who had already 

discussed such a meeting with his colleagues in Sweetwater, 

agreed, and after discussing its merits with Dr. P. C. 

Coleman of Colorado City, set the meeting for April 7, 

1916.^^ 

Thomas Hodge issued the call through several regional 

papers for the meeting to be held in Sweetwater. Twelve 

counties and fifty cities were represented at the meeting. 

At the gathering, the West Texas A&M Campaign Association 

formed to further the cause of a state educational 

institution to complement the Normal School in Canyon. The 

headquarters for the Association, with P. C. Coleman of 

Colorado City as president, was in Sweetwater. The group 

also named Hodge secretary and treasurer, and they voted 

Whaley to the position of general vice-president. The 

delegates adopted resolutions calling for an A&M college 

west of the 99th meridian and north of the 30th parallel. 

The Board of City Development in Sweetwater agreed to pay 

Hodge while he worked on the project. Hodge began by 

sending letters to approximately fifty influential citizens 

in each county in the state. Hodge also spoke at several 

conventions, obtaining the endorsement of the Texas Women's 

"̂Hodge to Crane, April 24, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 
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Federated Clubs, the State Teacher's Association, and the 

State Medical Association.^^ Hodge and others eventually 

got a West Texas A&M plank placed in the state Democratic 

platform, a condition that had been set by Governor James 

Fergueson in his discussions with the West Texans.^^ 

The West Texas A&M Campaign Association appointed 

Hodge to shepherd the plank through the legislature. Hodge 

again met resistance from those associated with Texas A&M. 

He had met with the friends of A&M previously to discuss 

the bill, but they did not move from their demand for a 

dependent college in the West.^^ 

Hodge and others met again and gave Coleman, as 

president, the authority to provide a representative of the 

Association to travel to Austin. Coleman appointed Hodge, 

giving him the complete authority of the campaign before 

the legislature. On February 21, 1917, governor Fergueson 

signed into law the bill creating West Texas A&M. The 

expenses for the campaign were paid by many West Texas 

towns, with Sweetwater contributing the most with $450 plus 

Hodge's salary and expenses. Other towns which contributed 

"Ibid. 

^̂ Homer Wade, Establishment of Texas Technological 
College (Lubbock, Texas: Texas Tech Press, 1956), 25-26 

^̂ Hodge to Crane, April 24, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 
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large amounts include Post and San Angelo with $300 each. 

Spur with $350, and Wichita Falls with $150. Amarillo 

donated $8 0.̂ ^ 

The bill approved by Fergueson established a locating 

committee and charged it with the responsibility to find 

the most suitable place to begin the new college. The 

committee consisted of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor 

William Hobby, State Superintendent of Schools W. F. 

Doughty, House Speaker Frank Fuller, and Agriculture 

Commissioner Fred Davis. After touring the twenty-three 

towns which applied, the committee decided to cast secret 

ballots. After the second ballot, Fergueson proclaimed 

7\bilene to be the winner. Shortly thereafter, the 

committee members began to discuss their votes. Thomas 

Hodge received affidavits from both Hobby and Fuller that 

they had not voted for Abilene. Hobby had voted for Snyder 

and then Amarillo on the second ballot. Fuller never 

actually stated his vote, but declared that he was the only 

one who showed a preference for Haskell or Snyder. People 

knew that Fergueson and Doughty had voted for Abilene, but 

that left one voted unaccounted. Davis said he had voted 

for Snyder on both ballots. Snyder was seemingly the only 

^̂ R. C. Crane, "The West Texas Agricultural and 
Mechanic College Movement and the Founding of Texas 
Technological College" West Texas Historical Association 
Year Book 7 (June 1931), 13-14. 
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city with the necessary support of three members of the 

panel. ̂^ 

The naming of Abilene without a majority of the votes, 

worsened Fergueson's position around the state and in part 

led to his subsequent impeachment." At a mass meeting 

held in Sweetwater on July 6, 1917, the citizens of West 

Texas called upon the locating committee to reconvene to 

establish the site for the new school. The committee never 

came together. Following the naming of William Hobby as 

the new governor after the impeachment of Fergueson, and 

upon the request of the West Texas Campaign Association, 

Hobby repealed the bill creating a state supported 

agricultural college in West Texas to supplemented the 

Normal School in Canyon.^^ 

Under the auspices of the West Texas Chamber of 

Commerce, which had evolved from the West Texas A&M 

Campaign Association, the campaign began anew at the 1920 

state Democratic Convention. Against strong opposition. 

^-Wade, Establishment of Texas Technological College. 
25-26. 

°̂Mrs. William Bledsoe, Interviewed by Billy 
Henderson, 1964, Southwest Collection. 

^'Crane, "West Texas Agricultural and Mechanical 
College Movement," 19-20. 
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the plank for a state college in West Texas failed to 

receive the party endorsement by a vote of 422 to 398." 

Although most legislators viewed the convention 

platform as instructions to the legislature, the West Texas 

Chamber of Commerce took their fight to the legislature 

directly. On March 12, 1921, the politicians passed the 

second bill for the creation of the college. On April 

Fool's Day, Governor Pat Neff vetoed the bill. The 

Governor explained his veto by stating that the Democratic 

Party had not approved the measure at the convention." 

West Texans reacted swiftly. A call was given for the 

citizens of West Texas to meet under the auspices of the 

Young Men's Business League of Sweetwater. Newspapers from 

across the state and beyond followed the movement. As far 

away as New York, newspapers reported the meeting to be a 

veiled threat of secession. ̂"̂  

The front page headline of the Sweetwater paper read 

"Fight for representation and equalization of taxes will be 

started formally Wednesday night when James Spiller and 

R. C. Crane of this city appeal to the West Texas Chamber 

"Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University, 12 

"Austin American-Statesman. April 2, 1921. 

64 New York Times. April 4,1921. 
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of Commerce for support."" Led by Representative R. C. 

Chitwood of Sweetwater and legislators from the area, local 

citizens attended the meeting in significant number. 

In his address, Chitwood did not call for the 

separation of Texas and proclaimed himself not to be 

enthusiastic about dividing the state. But his enthusiasm 

ran high in connection with the West Texas A&M movement and 

he limited his speech to discussing its merits. He 

deplored the conditions of the A&M College at Bryan and the 

large black population around the area. In a racially 

motivated argument, which would be repeated by others, 

Chitwood explained that "it is for the training of the 

white boys of Texas, and it ought to be in the white man's 

part of Texas!"" 

Hamilton Wright, as correspondent for the Fort Worth 

Record, brought a message from the president of that paper 

proclaiming the paper stood behind West Texas and would 

promote division if the people wanted it. For himself, 

"Sweetwater Daily Reporter. April 5, 1921. 

"Chitwood's speech at the "Sweetwater Secession 
Meeting," in Crane Papers, Southwest Collection. Many West 
Texans used the fact that the region had a population that 
was 98% white as an argument for the location of the 
college. 
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Wright said if justice could not be found, he was for a new 

state." 

Secession was not the main point of the meeting, but 

those associated with the meeting made it clear that if 

rural development, the West Texas A&M College, 

redistricting, and overvalued real estate were not 

addressed, sentimental feelings for Texas would not stand 

in the way of justice. Men claimed the Texas Constitution 

called for redistricting after each census, and they 

further stated that redistricting had not been done since 

1900." 

R. C. Crane gave a forceful speech. He used a map to 

show that several East Texas railroads had been financed by 

West Texas land grants and only three such roads were built 

in West Texas. He totaled the western lands given to 

railroads at thirty-two million acres, as well as three 

million acres given to pay for the building of the state 

capital." 

The meeting resulted in the drafting of several 

resolutions. 0. H. Roberts of the Sweetwater Reporter and 

"Hamilton Wright's speech. Crane Papers, Southwest 
Collection. 

""Sweetwater Secession Meeting" speeches. Crane 
Papers, Southwest Collection. 

69 Holden, Alkali Trails. 125. 
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Representative Chitwood prepared the resolutions. The 

first resolution condemned Governor Neff's veto of the 

college bill. The second denounced the Governor's veto of 

the rural aid bill that effectively shortened the school 

term and the amount of money given to West Texas. Lastly, 

the group criticized the lack of senatorial redistricting 

and vowed that West Texans were united in their stand 

against such injustices. On a motion by R. C. Crane, the 

delegates unanimously adopted the resolutions.^° 

Noticeably absent was any resolution calling for the 

division of the state of Texas. A spokesman for the West 

Texas Chamber of Commerce later commented that few people 

seriously considered secession, but dividing the state made 

good news print."̂ ^ One of the over eager participants 

declared that his city, Lorraine in Mitchell County, had 

already seceded, and he hoped the delegates would vote for 

West Texas to follow the lead of the small town.''̂  The 

meeting received press coverage from across the state as 

well as nationally. The New York Times ran a short review 

''"Many of the speeches from the "Sweetwater Secession 
Meeting" can be found in the Crane Papers housed in the 
Southwest Collection at Texas Tech University. 
Unfortunately, Crane's speech was not taken down. 

71 Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 14. 

''̂ Speech of unnamed delegate, Crane Papers, Southwest 
Collection. 
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of the meeting under the title, "Threat to Urge 

Secession."^3 In response to pressure from West Texas, 

within two weeks Governor Neff called for senatorial 

redistricting. With this partial victory. West Texans had 

tasted their collective political power. 

The West Texas Chamber of Commerce sent Porter Whaley 

and Homer Wade to San Antonio to place West Texas A&M on 

the party platform. The Governor assured them he would 

approve the resolution if adopted by the convention. To 

this end. Wade made a compromise to allow the new college 

to be placed under the same Board of Trustees as Texas A&M, 

effectively making it a branch of the larger university.''̂  

When the legislative session began, two bills called 

for a West Texas college. One, sponsored by Representative 

R. A. Baldwin of Slaton, established an independent coed 

college of the first rank. The second, introduced by 

Senator William Bledsoe of Lubbock, called for a dependent 

A&M for the western part of the state. A third measure, by 

Representative Lewis Carpenter of Dallas, called for an 

institution for the advancement of industry named College 

''̂ "Threat to Urge Secession," New York Times. April 4, 
1921. 

"̂ R̂ushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 14-15. 
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of Technology and Textile Engineering to be located in the 

Dallas area."̂ ^ 

The day before the bills were to be considered. Porter 

Whaley and Homer Wade brought the differing parties 

together to form a compromise bill. Whaley, with Bledsoe, 

liked parts of Carpenter's bill and since he was not from 

West Texas, it would have more than regional support. The 

West Texans also wanted the support of a particular group 

with which Carpenter was associated. At that time, between 

one-third to one-half of the Texas legislators were either 

members of the Klu Klux Klan or sympathized with their 

cause. Carpenter's influence with this group proved 

beneficial .̂^ 

Homer Wade presided over the meeting. Within two 

hours, the men compromised. The new bill, written by 

William Bledsoe, asked for one million dollars for an 

independent first-class college to be named Texas 

Technological College. Representative Carpenter of Dallas 

threatened to withdraw his support if the name was not 

chosen.'̂ '' Under the direction of Chitwood in the House and 

Bledsoe in the Senate, the bill passed the legislature. 

•'̂ Ibid, 15-17. 

•'̂ Ibid, 15-17. 

^^Mrs. William Bledsoe, Interviewed by Billy 
Henderson, 1964, Southwest Collection. 
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In one of the many telegrams sent from West Texas to 

Governor Neff, Crane stated that the region had bought and 

paid for several colleges based on the excess taxes paid by 

West Texans.^^ On February 10, 1923, Neff signed the Texas 

Technological College bill. The Governor called the Board 

of Directors for the new school to meet in Sweetwater on 

March 2, 1923, and citizens in Sweetwater held a regional 

celebration."̂ ^ 

The locating board instructed towns making application 

to the board to concentrate on general location, climactic 

conditions, water supply, and accessibility.®° Over thirty 

towns sent applications and the board visited each one.®̂  

The city of Sweetwater based its case on central 

location and accessibility. The city was in the middle of 

the area the college was created to serve. The city also 

highlighted the number of interstate railroads which passed 

through the town: the Texas & Pacific, KCM&O, and the Santa 

Fe made Sweetwater accessible from many regions.^^ 

^®Wade, Establishment of Texas Technological College. 
91. 

''̂ Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 16. 

°̂Ibid, 118-119. 

^̂ Texas Technological College Locating Board Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 

^^Sweetwater petition, Texas Technological College 
Locating Board Papers, Southwest Collection. 
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Chitwood, representing Sweetwater in the state 

legislature, outlined the part the city had played in 

obtaining the college. "West Texas," he said, "met here 

twice to plan, twice to protest, and once to rejoice."" 

The citizens of West Texas held their meetings in 

Sweetwater because it was recognized by them to be 

centrally located. R. C. Crane also served on the city's 

Program Committee, which prescribed the agenda for the 

visiting locating board.®^ Crane and others in Sweetwater 

expected the board to name their city as the site of the 

new college. 

They were disappointed. On August 8, 1923, the board 

announced Lubbock as the site. No doubt William Bledsoe 

was instrumental in obtaining the college for Lubbock. His 

personal friendships with the locating-board members as 

well as the condition in the bill which required 2000 acres 

for the school were important factors in the selection of 

Lubbock." West Texas, led by Lubbock citizens celebrated, 

but there were a few people who felt the locating board was 

^^Silliman Evans, "Rail Assets at Sweetwater Chief 
Claim for the Tech," Fort Worth Star-Telegram. July 25, 
1923. 

^^Program and Entertainment Committee to Crane, 
January 14, 1923, Crane Papers, Southwest Collection. 

^^rs William Bledsoe, Interviewed by Billy Henderson, 
1964, Southwest Collection. 
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not above reproach. An editor of a Cisco paper lamented 

that the college was not the one called for by the 

legislation and had the citizens known it was not to be 

specifically agricultural, Cisco would not have wasted its 

time or money. The editor of the Texas Spur proclaimed 

that he had heard from an encyclopedia salesman who 

overheard the locating board state that Lubbock was the 

choice before they had left Austin for their tours.^^ The 

rest of the region rallied around the college. 

In his correspondence. Crane explained the selection 

of the locating committee. He alluded to the fact that the 

original petition given by the city of Lubbock did not 

contain the necessary amount of land as required by the 

law. To remedy this situation, eighty acres were added to 

the original petition and the amended petition was taken to 

Fort Worth, the site of the selection meeting, by Senator 

Bledsoe shortly before the vote was taken. This was not 

part of "the rules of the game," Crane implied.̂ "̂  

Crane also described the actual votes by the 

participants. Dr. W. B. Bizzell, President of Texas A&M, 

and Dr. S. M. N. Marrs voted for Lubbock. Dr. William 

Sutton and Dr. F. M. Bralley cast their votes for 

^^Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 24. 

•̂'R. C. Crane to S. D. Myers, August 12, 1923, Crane 
Papers, Southwest Collection. 
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Sweetwater. Lastly, Senator S. B. Cowles selected Snyder, 

but changed his vote to Lubbock. The city of Sweetwater 

was one vote away from securing the college. The board 

then unanimously selected Lubbock as the site for the 

college." 

In his explanation of the votes. Crane claims Marrs 

had an obligation to a group of citizens in Lubbock and 

thus repaid the debt. He also claimed Bizzell wanted the 

new school as far away from A&M as possible. A more 

plausible reason for his vote is due to the fact that 

friends in Abilene wanted the college, if not located in 

their town, to be at least 100 miles away so as not to hurt 

Abilene's industry. Crane does not offer any examples of 

intrigue concerning the two votes cast for Sweetwater and 

concludes by stating that Sweetwater played by the rules 

and lost." 

Homer Wade, commissioned by the school, wrote a 

history of the college in which he stated that no town 

contributed more to securing the passage of the original 

bill for West Texas A&M than Sweetwater.^° An unofficial 

history written in 1975 by former Texas Tech students also 

"Ibid. 

"Ibid. 

°°Wade, Establishment of Texas Technological Co11eqp^ 
23. 
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looks favorably on the contributions of Sweetwater in the 

early process of winning a college for West Texas.-^ 

Crane, nonetheless, played a significant role in the 

acquisition of the college for West Texas. In a self-

congratulatory letter to the president of the Sweetwater 

Board of City Development, he credits his work as 

correspondent for the Dallas Morning News during the 

movement as being worth at least $50,000 in advertising 

around the nation for Sweetwater. Further, he claims the 

articles were a major reason for the passage of the Rural 

Aid Bill and the securing of the college for West Texas. 

"It is a fact not generally known, possibly, that I had as 

much to do with the movement and advertising it as anyone, 

barring one man."^^ 

R. C. Crane was part of the movement which brought 

West Texas on an equal political footing with the other 

sections of the state. The fight for the Texas 

Technological College served as the match which lit the 

sectional flames. William Curry Holden wrote, "The Texas 

Technological College stands today as a living monument to 

the existence of West Texas self-consciousness."^^ The 

^^Rushing and Nail, Evolution of a University. 

^2R. C. Crane to R. M. Simmons. October 2, 1922, Crane 
Papers, Southwest Collection. 

^-Holden, Alkali Trails. 126. 
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credit for obtaining the state college for the region, as 

well as raising the collective voice of its citizenry, 

including Royston Campbell Crane, should be placed with the 

many people who played a role in the evolution of West 

Texas. 

In the early 1920's. Crane, a sixty-year-old attorney, 

spent more of his time gathering and publishing history 

than practicing law. He continued to promote the western 

part of the state by demonstrating its rich history and the 

need to preserve it. 



// 

CHAPTER IV 

WEST TEXAS' GREATEST LAY HISTORIAN"^ 

R. C. Crane collected many historical documents. His 

other interests included collecting stamps, coins, and rare 

currency. These all stem from his desire to collect 

history. He purchased stamps and currency from across the 

nation. An avid collector, he belonged to many groups 

which dealt with the collection of curios. Currency from 

the Republic of Texas and the Confederacy particularly 

interested him. In his search for Republican money. Crane 

became an amateur expert. Indeed, he wrote an article on 

the Republic and its currency for the Numismatic Monthly. 

Later it appeared in the Houston Post. In the article. 

Crane claimed to have in his possession a series of bills 

ranging from $l-$50, and he suggested that it was the 

largest collection in or outside of the state.^ Many of 

these bills, along with coins from before the birth of 

Christ, were given to Hardin-Simmons University.^ 

^Fisher County Historical Commission, History of 
Fisher County (Rotan, Texas: Shelton Press, 1983), 5. 

R̂. C. Crane, "Republic of Texas Paper Money," Houston 
Daily Post. March 8, 1908. 

^Dallas Morning News. September 30, 1923, part 2 page 
4. 
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Crane's most significant contribution in collecting 

money of the Republic of Texas was the "big find." Through 

his association with curio collectors in Fort Worth and New 

York, Crane, through a friend and business associate in New 

York state, became aware of a collector advertising a 

substantial collection of Republic of Texas money for a 

ridiculously low price. The collector, A. A. Leve, became 

suspicious and asked Crane to look into the matter. 

Previously, Crane had purchased items from the Fort Worth 

vendor. Max Mehl. 

In 1913, the Texas Legislature had appropriated $2500 

to catalogue and protect old state papers and documents. 

The state placed the Comptroller in charge of the endeavor. 

Crane became aware of a gentleman in Fort Worth who was 

attempting to sell over 6000 pieces including notes, bonds, 

and other artifacts that he had allegedly purchased for 

$300. E. E. C. Smith, an accountant working in the 

Comptroller's office, had taken these items out of the 

Capitol and sold them to Max Mehl of Fort Worth. Mehl sold 

116 of the pieces in a mail auction for $400. In the 

advertisement for the sale, Mehl claimed the items were 

rare, but in fact he owned several thousand." 

"Crane to Governor Jim Ferguson, June 7, 1915, Crane 
Papers, Hardin Simmons University(HSU). 
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R. C. Crane, when made aware of the facts, presented 

them to Governor James Ferguson in a letter in early June, 

1915. The governor was not immediately moved to action, 

and Crane wrote to the state comptroller. In September, 

while visiting Sweetwater, Ferguson spoke to Crane about 

the letters Crane had sent. Ferguson told Crane that after 

he had personally spoken to Comptroller H. B. Terrell, the 

latter took action to investigate the money in question.^ 

E. E. C. Smith worked with the Comptroller's office 

in Marion County and at times assisted the main office in 

reviewing accounts of other counties. While working in 

Austin on one of these accounts. Comptroller Terrell and 

the chief clerk called Smith into a locked room and 

interrogated him. Smith confessed he had removed the 

documents from the Capitol and had sold them to Max Mehl. 

Smith also brought forth from his locker more documents 

that had not yet been sold. These materials contained 

papers signed by many early Texans, including General Sam 

Houston. The accountant agreed that if he would receive 

immunity from prosecution, he would go to Fort Worth and 

retrieve all the items that had not been sold.^ 

^Crane to A. A. Leve, September 8, 1915, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 

^Ibid 



76 

In a letter of appreciation to Crane, the Comptroller 

reported that his office had recovered eight or ten 

thousand pieces from Mehl.'' The Comptroller's office 

estimated that the bills and notes held a face value of 

$160,000 with $12,000 in uncancelled notes. The notes 

could have been claimed against the state.® 

In articles appearing in the Dallas Morning News and 

the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Crane, as the instigator of 

the investigation, is referred to simply as a person 

interested in history. Both papers give the credit for the 

recovery to Comptroller H. B. Terrell and evaluate the find 

at a collector's value of near one million dollars.^ 

Crane, always interested in correcting historical 

inaccuracies, took exception to the articles, going as far 

as writing Governor Ferguson. The Governor replied that 

the accounts were indeed misleading and gave Crane the full 

credit for the recovery." Crane suggested to the Governor 

that some of the papers and currency ought to be 

distributed to high schools and universities across the 

•'Comptroller H. B. Terrell to Crane, October 8, 1915, 
Crane Papers, HSU. 

^Crane to W. L. Grogan, Crane Papers, HSU. 

^Dallas Morning News. October 10, 1915, Fprt Wprth 
Star-Telegram. October 9, 1915. 

"Governor James Ferguson to Crane, October 25, 1915, 
Crane Papers, HSU. 
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state for use in classrooms. The Governor never acted on 

the recommendations. 

To guarantee that he received the recognition he 

deserved. Crane released Ferguson's letter to the local 

paper. The paper, in its second article on the subject, 

summarized the articles in the big city papers, and quoted 

Governor Ferguson's letter, which gave the credit to Crane. 

The paper also mentioned letters of appreciation received 

by Crane from the president of the Texas Historical 

Association as well as Texas historian Eugene C. Barker." 

Besides amassing an assortment of historic documents. 

Crane accumulated a voluminous collection of his own 

personal and business correspondences. He took meticulous 

care to safeguard his many records. His father had also 

saved his own letters and important documents. Both men 

possessed a sense of the importance of the times in which 

they lived. After his father's death, and the schism 

between himself and the school healed. Crane donated 

substantially to the Baylor University library and special 

collections departments. The papers concerning Baylor's 

history and William Carey Crane's tenure as president are 

found in the Texas Collection at Baylor. R. C. Crane also 

donated some of his own correspondence to the university. 

11 Sweetwater Daily Reporter. October 27, 1915. 
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A small part of the William Crane collection was also 

deposited at the University of Texas. 

Other schools in Texas benefitted from the Crane 

Collection. Hardin-Simmons University, of which Crane was 

very fond, houses the majority of his papers and a large 

number of his rare books dealing with Texas history. Texas 

Tech University received documents dealing with the 

founding and location of the university. 

Crane, as an amateur historian and an eyewitness to 

many events in early West Texas, was interested in 

preserving the history of the movement to secure Texas 

Technological College. The first official history of the 

movement was written by Hamilton Wright. He had 

accompanied the locating committee and also wrote for the 

Fort Worth Record. He had been on the executive committee 

assigned to write the history, which also consisted of 

Crane as chairman. Porter Whaley, and Silliman Evans. 

Crane resigned when he was unable to secure the documents 

he needed and Whaley had promised to give him. Crane sent 

Whaley a rough draft of his history of the movement for 

Whaley's comments and criticism. Without replying to 

Crane's letter, months later Whaley told Crane that Wright 

was writing the story and when it was finished he thought 
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Crane would find it correct." Crane, appointed chairman 

of the committee, became rightfully indignant at this 

affront and resigned from the committee." 

Hamilton Wright, publicity director for the West Texas 

Chamber of Commerce, published his account in two articles 

in the Western Weekly and later as a pamphlet. After 

reading the articles. Crane immediately sent off a letter 

to Whaley inquiring in an accusatory tone as to how Wright 

got information that could only have been known to Whaley, 

who did not give the information to Crane when he requested 

it.̂ '" 

The history written by Wright is essentially correct, 

but omits the much of the contributions of the city of 

Sweetwater and glorifies the work of the city of Amarillo 

and Porter Whaley. The tone of the pamphlet is apparent in 

the pages preceding the article. Wright included notarized 

affidavits by Thomas Hodge and Porter Whaley's secretary to 

solidify Whaley's place in the inauguration of the 

"Crane to R. Q. Lee, June 16, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University. 

"̂ Crane to Whaley, December 4, 1925, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 

'̂Crane to Whaley, March 29, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 
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movement." The first, given by Hodge with the 

understanding that it was given simply for the records of 

the West Texas Chamber of Commerce, demonstrated Whaley 

initiated the movement by distributing letters across the 

region to promote the idea." In a later affidavit, Hodge 

exalted Whaley for resurrecting the idea, but took 

exception to Wright's claim that the idea began with 

Whaley. The secretary stated that Whaley dictated to her 

the letters sent to various chambers of commerce.^'' 

Crane began to collect affidavits from those closest 

to the movement to prove the inaccuracies of Wright's 

account. The historian viewed the article as nothing short 

of an attempt by some to monopolize or outright steal the 

credit. In a letter to Thomas Hodge asking for specific 

details. Crane states: "I have been going right ahead 

gathering facts etc. with which to PROVE that Hamilton 

Wright's article is full of yarns, misstatements, half 

truths and B.S."" 

^^Hamilton Wright, "The Winning of the West Texas 
College," (Amarillo, Texas, 1930), 1-3, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 

"Hodge to Crane, March 24, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 

"Wright, "The Winning of the West Texas College," 1 
3. 

"Crane to Hodge, April 8, 1926, Crane Papers, 
Southwest Collection. 
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Thomas Hodge, one of the leaders of the initial 

movement, had not heard of Wright or his "history." In his 

response to Crane's inquiry, Hodge seemed sarcastic about 

the idea in Wright's work that Porter Whaley originated the 

idea for a state school in West Texas. Hodge stated that 

the idea had been discussed while Whaley still lived in 

South Carolina. He also refuted the idea that the West 

Texas A&M Association worked anywhere except out of his 

office in Sweetwater. Wright had alluded to meetings of 

the committee in Amarillo, of which Hodge had no 

recollection. Hodge seemed less interested in obtaining 

credit for himself than making sure credit was given to 

all the people in the area and not simply a few." 

Crane sent his criticism of the article to the Abilene 

Reporter. Western Weekly, the president of the West Texas 

Chamber of Commerce, and Amon Carter who was a member of 

the Board of Trustees for Tech as well as publisher of the 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Crane first attempted to have 

his article published in the magazine which published 

Wright's article. The Western Weekly responded that it had 

published the original article as a favor to the West Texas 

Chamber of Commerce and that it had no obligation to print 

"Hodge to Crane, May 1, 1926, Crane Papers, Southwest 
Collection. 
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a criticism of the article. The other newspapers likewise 

refused to get involved in what promised to be quagmire. 

The article which Crane sent to the papers outlined 

the discrepancies as summarized in the affidavit by Thomas 

Hodge. In a rough outline for the "correct" history. Crane 

details the contributions of Sweetwater and especially 

Hodge. His account was as equally congratulatory towards 

Hodge and Sweetwater as Wright's was towards Whaley and 

Amarillo. The account gives most of the credit for the 

first college bill to Thomas Hodge, P. C. Coleman, and the 

citizens of Sweetwater.2° Crane recognized the 

contributions of the West Texas Chamber of Commerce in 

passing the second bill and saw the Sweetwater protest 

meeting as the impetus for the last movement led by the 

legislators. Crane, in 1931, published a less critical 

account in the West Texas Historical Association Year 

Book.^^ 

Crane had written essays and newspaper articles early 

in his life, but in the 1920's he began to write many 

historical articles. As a writer and reviewer, he had an 

eye for detail, and often sarcastically capitalized the 

°̂Copy of article sent to Western Weekly. Crane 
Papers, Southwest Collection. 

^^Crane, "West Texas Agricultural and Mechanic College 
Movement." 
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word "facts" in his reviews. In personal correspondences. 

Crane leveled the title of "so called history" or 

"purported history" onto those he believed did not 

accurately represent the facts as he knew them. He was 

particularly concerned with the "facts" in articles dealing 

with the history of Baylor University, his father, or the 

founding of Texas Tech. Much of his criticism verges on 

petty, but to one, like Crane, intimately involved in the 

events even the smallest mistake can detract from the 

story. Highly critical of others. Crane held himself and 

his work to the same high standards. When inaccuracies 

appeared, as in his story published in the Baptist 

Standard. Crane wrote the editor to correct the 

oversight .̂^ 

One such work which infuriated the loyal West Texan 

appeared in 1925. With the author's identity withheld. The 

Wind became an instant target for Crane's pen. The 

fictional account of one woman's life in a late 1880's 

windstorm in an area just outside of Sweetwater caused 

quite a stir in West Texas, with the book rumored to have 

been burned in some public squares. The writer, later 

found to be Dorothy Scarborough, depicted the locality as a 

"Crane to editor of the Baptist Standard. July 13, 
1921, Crane Papers, HSU. 
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desolate expanse in which one could be driven mad by the 

ceaseless wind and blowing sand.̂ -̂  

Residents in Sweetwater, always looking to bolster 

their city, took offense at the portrayal. Crane, as a 

prominent citizen and historian, sent off a blistering 

review to the Dallas Morning News. Crane criticized what 

he saw as a general lack of understanding of the region. 

Particularly, he noted the author had little knowledge of 

cowboy vocabulary and the instances in which the cowboys 

used profane language in the presence of a woman. He also 

criticized the assertion that prairie dogs and snakes 

inhabited the same holes and generally took exception to 

the classification of Sweetwater as a virtual desert.^" 

These remarks were taken lightheartedly by the author 

who published an answer. The answer tried to explain the 

differences between an historical work and a fictional 

account." Scarborough, who resided in Sweetwater a short 

time as a child, admitted she took some artistic license, 

and she also said that the work, set in the drought of the 

1880*s, did not attempt to depict life in Sweetwater at the 

^^Dorothy Scarborough, The Wind (New York: Harper & 
Brothers, 1925). 

"̂Dallas Morning News. November 22, 1925. 

"Sylvia Grider, "The Showdown Between Dorothy 
Scarborough and Judge R. C. Crane," West Te>̂ gS Historical 
fissociation Year Book 62 1986, 8-9. 
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time of the printing. Many outside the region and future 

critics viewed Crane's review as overly emotional. "Crane, 

who loved history and West Texas but never succeeded in 

publishing much," wrote Sylvia Grider, "received more 

publicity from his emotional and illogical letter than 

anything else he ever wrote. "̂ ^ 

Within the state. Crane received support. Former 

Governor Pat Neff wrote to thank Crane for the comments and 

criticisms of the book and stated that he would read it 

with keener interest.̂ '' 

As the commotion died down, film makers made the book 

into a movie. Ms. Scarborough asked Crane to help with the 

costumes to ensure the accuracy of the characterization. 

The citizens of Sweetwater were excited to have their town 

in a movie and Crane and the writer reconciled.^® The 

author gave Crane an autographed copy of The Wind and sent 

him and his wife copies of her subsequent works.^^ 

Besides the many fraternal organizations he joined. 

Crane was a member of numerous historical societies. Among 

"Ibid, 8. 

2''Pat Neff to Crane, November 23, 1925, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 

^^Grider, "The Showdown Between Dorothy Scarborough 
and Judge R. C. crane," 10. 

2̂ Crane to Dorothy Scarborough, October 29, 1929, 
Scarborough Papers, Texas Collection, Baylor University. 
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these were the Kansas and Oklahoma state historical 

societies, the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, 

and the Texas State Historical Association, of which he was 

an active and long time member and one of four vice-

presidents for several years.^° 

In this capacity. Crane reviewed books and articles as 

well as published his own works in the group's Southwestern 

Historical Quarterly. As a member of the Texas State 

Historical Association, he became involved with many 

prominent historians of the day. These acquaintances often 

sent him copies of their work to receive his opinion and 

criticism. With some of these men. Crane started an 

historical journal for West Texas. 

In the 1920's, some of the finest historians of the 

state of Texas worked at Simmons (later Hardin-Simmons) and 

McMurry Colleges, both in Abilene, and at Texas 

Technological College. Crane, as a member of the Board of 

Trustees at Simmons College, and a historian, in particular 

had close contact with two professors, Rupert Richardson 

and Coke Rister, at Simmons College. With these 

distinguished scholars. Crane developed the idea of a 

journal dedicated to the western portion of the state of 

Texas and its unique history. Although the idea for the 

^^Charles Ramsdell to Crane, April 19, 1921, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 



87 

West Texas Historical Association originated with R. C. 

Crane, "he felt however, that leadership in initiation of 

the project should be provided by the colleges in the 

area."^^ 

Historian William Curry Holden of McMurry and later 

Texas Technological College and Rupert Richardson of 

Simmons College met at Crane's home to discuss with Crane 

the plans for the first meeting. Through the area papers, 

the historians let it be known that there would be a 

meeting on April 19, 1924, to organize an association with 

the purpose of furthering the study of the history of West 

Texas. All interested in the history of the section were 

invited to attend.^^ 

The first meeting of the West Texas Historical 

Association occurred one year later. At this meeting, the 

members elected R. C. Crane as their first president. He 

held the position continually until 1949. Members also 

chose area citizens as vice-presidents. The important 

publication committee consisted of Crane, Rister, 

^^Charles Wesley Watters, "True to His Heritage: 
Rupert N. Richardson," (M.A. Thesis, Hardin-Simmons 
University, 1989), 62. 

^^Earnest Wallace, "The West Texas Historical 
Association," West Texas Historical Association Year Bonk 
59 (1983), 4. 
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Richardson, and Abilene Christian University professor L. 

B. Kennamer.^^ 

Crane and others presented papers at the annual 

meetings, with the papers usually reproduced in the 

Association's annual Year Book. The journal allowed the 

publication of specific articles dealing with West Texas, 

articles that may not have been published in journals with 

a broader focus. The Year Book permitted Rupert 

Richardson, Coke Rister, and William Holden to publish many 

articles and rise to preeminence in the fields of Texas and 

Western American history.^^ 

As president of the West Texas Historical Association 

and author of many newspaper articles around the state. 

Crane was often asked information about specific events in 

Texas history. The most common questions dealt with 

Captain Randolph C. Marcy's expedition through West Texas, 

the Adobe Walls fight, and camels in Texas. 

Crane's article on camels appeared in the Dallas 

Morning News in 1925, and it declared that the experiment 

of using camels to transport supplies into the dry portions 

of the United States, including West Texas, New Mexico, and 

Arizona, proved successful in that camels took half the 

33 Ibid, 4-5. 

'̂̂ Watters, "True to His Heritage: Rupert N. 
Richardson," 62. 
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time as mules or covered wagons. The government had to 

stop the experiment, begun in 1855, at the onset of the War 

between the States." The Texas Almanac concluded its 

short piece on the subject by stating, "Mr. R. C. Crane, 

Sweetwater, has full information on this subject."" 

The presidency of the West Texas Historical 

Association gave Crane notoriety around the state. In 

1934, Mrs. Volney Taylor of the Texas Centennial Advisory 

Board, appointed him Chairman of the Committee on History 

for the 24th senatorial district.^^ Crane journeyed to 

Austin with the members of the Sweetwater delegation in an 

attempt to procure funds from the legislature for a 

regional celebration in the Texas Centennial year of 1936. 

Newspapers from around the state detailed Crane's 

efforts on behalf of the region. An undated letter from 

Crane to the Dallas Morning News enumerated the focus of 

his argument. While not minimizing the history of the 

eastern portion of the state. Crane believed. 

West Texas has been for fifty years more 
important in the history, growth, and development 

"R. C. Crane, "Hardy Camels Once Roamed over Texas 
Carrying Loads for the Army," Dallas Morning News. August 
16, 1923, 8. 

"Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide: 1926. 
(Dallas, Texas: A. H. Belo Company, 1927), 370. 

^̂ Rupert Richardson to Crane, September 25, 1934, 
Crane Papers, HSU. 



"tHiMilfiftirin 

90 

of Texas than any other part of the state, it 
covers something like one-half of the state in 
area and yet is ignored in the plan outlined and 
presented to the legislature." 

The historian presented his argument before the 

Centennial Historical Advisory Board. L. W. Kemp, chairman 

of the Advisory Board, was impressed by both Crane's 

presentation and his passion for history. Crane, along 

with Rupert Richardson, appealed for historical markers and 

monuments in West Texas. The discussion of Adobe Walls and 

Kit Carson most impressed the chairman." The paper Crane 

read before the Advisory Board can be found in the pages of 

the West Texas Historical Association Year Book.̂ ° 

Crane's discussion before the Advisory Board began 

with a detailed account of the historic differences in land 

usage between the eastern and western portions of the 

state. Land in East Texas was early given to fulfill 

obligations to settlers and empresarios, while land in the 

West was used for the benefit of the entire state. 

Reminiscent of his speech at "Sweetwater Secession 

Meeting," Crane, as examples, cited the permanent school 

"Undated letter from Crane to the Dallas Morning 
Newsf Crane Papers, HSU. 

"Fort Wori-b star-Telegram. July 6, 1935. 

°̂R. C. crane, "The Claims of West Texas to 
Recognition by Historians," w^t Tpvas Hi .stoncaX 
Assoriation Year Book 12 (July 1936). 
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fund, the railroads, and the land given for the 

construction of the Capitol building. He continued with a 

general history of the region.'*̂  

With emphasis on individuals. Crane described the 

three forces which brought the "winning of the West." 

These included pioneers. United States soldiers, and the 

Texas Rangers.^^ The forces are examples not of the 

winning of the West, but the taking of the West. The 

accomplishments of each, he indicated, was predicated on 

their ability to drive out the native population. In so 

giving credit. Crane developed a pattern of viewing the 

"winning of the West" with a touch of romanticism. Crane 

stressed the individual and individual initiative far more 

than other historians, who, such as Walter Prescott Webb, 

emphasized technology. Webb credited the invention of the 

six-shooter, the windmill, and barbed-wire with opening the 

West to expansive settlement.''̂  

In the most poignant part of his argument. Crane 

stated that to be a truly Centennial celebration, 

recognition must be given not solely to the first fifty 

years, which was dominated by East Texas, but the entire 

^̂ Ibid, 13-29. 

^̂ ibid, 31. 

-̂Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (New York 
Grosset & Dunlap, 1931). 



92 

history of the state. In the last sixty years, he argued. 

West Texas had been of more historic importance. The West 

Texas delegation asked for historical markers for twenty-

five forts, Marcy's trail, and the Butterfield Southern 

Mail line, among others.̂ '* Crane succeeded in obtaining 

appropriations from the legislature. West Texas received 

about $200,000 for markers as well as monuments.^^ 

Dr. Bradford Knapp, President of Texas Technological 

College, offered, and Crane accepted, a position on the 

Building Committee of the West Texas Museum Association. 

The Association received $25,000 from the state.''̂  The 

president maintained contact with Crane through the years, 

personally inviting him to the ceremony in 1938 of the 

laying of the corner stone for the original library 

building at Texas Tech. 

In 1936, Crane was appointed district superintendent 

for the Writer's Project of the Public Works Administration 

for the 13th district. The district included twelve 

western counties and Crane had a staff of ten people. The 

project originated to promote local history and obtain data 

^̂ R. C. Crane, "The Claims of West Texas to 
Recognition by Historians," 36. 

^̂ Crane to Dr. Bradford Knapp, January 16, 1936, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 

46 Ibid. 
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on architecture, geology, and resources to be published in 

the American Guidebook.̂ "' 

In the 1930's, answering inquiries dealing with West 

Texas history and talking before local organizations 

occupied much of Crane's time. He also wrote extensively 

for the Year Book of the West Texas Historical Association 

and as its president organized many of the meetings. 

Within the West Texas Historical Association, as well 

in personal letters. Crane reviewed historical works 

dealing with Texas. Rupert Richardson and Coke Rister 

often sent copies of manuscripts for Crane's comments. His 

reviews frequently set out to establish equal treatment for 

West Texas in books dealing with the history of the state. 

He applauded Richardson's standard work, Texas: The Lone 

Star State, for it's even handed look at the state. 

Another noted historian was not treated as kindly. In 

a letter to Eugene C. Barker, Crane criticized Walter 

Prescott Webb's Texas Rangers. Although intensely partisan 

in his own writing. Crane decried Webb's "utter lack of 

vision" in not utilizing U. S. Army sources and not 

adequately crediting the Army's role in pacifying the 

Indians. Crane admitted the contributions of the Rangers, 

but stated that the Army's methods of warfare proved to be 

47 Abilene Daily News. January 15, 1936. 
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more successful. Crane continued, "in so far as Dr. Webb 

has sought to write anything of history in this effort in 

this book, he has woefully failed and has done the cause of 

safe and sane historical writing of Texas history a 

distinct disservice."^® 

Living a long an eventful life. Crane often wrote 

accounts based on firsthand knowledge or from personal 

interviews. He penned articles and defenses of his father. 

Usually, there is little historical documentation, such as 

footnotes, in his articles. The majority of the histories 

of Sweetwater or Nolan County rely heavily on Crane's 

interviews and articles. Recent histories dealing with 

Texas Tech University have also utilized his source 

material. 

Although he failed to publish much beyond his own 

journal or regional newspapers. Crane left an indelible 

mark on the historiography of West Texas. His lengthy 

articles concerning the creation of Texas Technological 

College and Hardin-Simmons give insight into both public 

and denomination education in Texas. His treatment of the 

founding of Texas Tech utilized sources not documented in 

the official history of the school and creates a more 

complete history. 

^̂ Crane to Eugene C. Barker, January 1, 1936, Crane 
Papers, HSU. 
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As in his history of Texas Tech, Crane illustrates the 

importance of oral history in dealing with topics with 

sparse documentation. His interviews and acquired 

affidavits have become valuable research materials. His 

discussions with early settlers enhanced local history in 

several western counties. In many instances, to allow the 

participants to speak for themselves. Crane published 

transcripts of interviews or letters written to him. 

At age 85, R. C. Crane resigned as president of the 

West Texas Historical Association. He had served for 24 

years in that capacity. He was then elected President 

Emeritus. The October, 1949 issue of the West Texas 

Historical Association Year Book was dedicated to the 

outgoing president. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

Royston Campbell Crane spent the last years of his 

life with his family, and he devoted much of his time to 

collecting and arranging his private correspondence. In 

the early 1950's. Crane began methodically to organize his 

papers, and he eventually placed them at Hardin-Simmons 

University. The university houses his many personal 

letters, business ledgers, and assorted items. Of 

particular interest are copies of the Baylor Aegis, the 

school newspaper of Baylor College at Independence dating 

to the time that Crane attended the school. They date back 

to 1883. The collection also includes numerous scrapbooks 

filled with newspaper accounts of West Texas pioneers. 

As an older man. Crane enjoyed collecting history and 

spending time with his family, and the couple's only child, 

Roy Crane, continued to bring the family happiness. R. C. 

Crane was proud of the success of his son, the cartoonist 

famous for the comic strip "Wash Tubbs." With his son's 

career as a cartoonist established in the state and 

throughout the nation, R. C. Crane delighted in his 

offspring's accomplishments and the attention it brought 

the Crane family. He was also proud of his grandchildren 

96 
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and wrote them often. He watched one of his two 

grandchildren, Marcia Crane, become Miss Florida 1952. 

In the same year, tragedy struck the Crane family. 

His wife of fifty-three years passed away on November 5, 

1952. Like her husband, Mamie Crane had been active in 

community affairs, in her church, and in fraternal 

organizations. Newspapers from across the region carried 

her obituary. 

In 1953, R. C. Crane became critically ill and spent a 

total of 132 days in the hospital.^ He did not fully 

recover from his health problems. 

Royston Campbell Crane died on January 20, 1956, less 

than a month from his 92nd birthday.^ Through the years he 

had received state-wide notoriety from his part in the "big 

find" to his work in the field of history. Based in large 

part on the notoriety, as well as the growing fame of his 

cartoonist son, newspapers from across the state published 

his obituary. 

During the seventy years he lived and worked in West 

Texas, R. C. Crane watched momentous changes. When he came 

west, land was the only resource, and the area was hardly 

^Harry Bondies to Preferred Life Insurance Co. August 
31, 1953, Crane Papers, Hardin Simmons University(HSU). 

^Death certificate, from Local History Program, Texas 
Historical Commission. 
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accessible. Afterwards, the railroads allowed immigrants 

from across the county to venture into West Texas. 

Although he opposed the KCM&O in its attempt to relocate 

its offices to San Angelo, Crane promoted the railroads and 

sought to equalize the number of railroads in East and West 

Texas. He witnessed changes in the cattle industry after 

the harsh winters of the late 1880's and the advent of 

barbed wire, and embraced the beginning of the oil industry 

in West Texas. He helped the region develop economically 

as well as politically. 

There were few economic ventures in the region of 

which Crane did not have at least a passing knowledge. 

While living in Roby, he had tried his hand at raising 

purebred poultry and had his own cattle brand registered in 

Fisher County.^ He leased land to cattlemen and later 

leased some of his land to oil companies.'* He was at the 

heart of the movement to locate a waterworks plant in 

Sweetwater, and tried, through the Sweetwater Commercial 

Club, to secure new industry for the area. He likewise 

sought to develop the region's resources and to foster 

outside investment as chairman of the Advertising Committee 

^Marvin Burgess, "Royston Campbell Crane: West Texas 
Pioneer Lawyer," 46. Fisher County Record of Marks and 
Brands vol 1. 

^Crane to Tom Franks, April 3, 1919, Crane Papers, 
HSU. 
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for the Sweetwater Board of City Development. Through 

these endeavors, as well as the use of his newspaper. Crane 

sought to promote the region. 

At times, his ambition out distanced the rest of the 

city. In an article in the local paper entitled "Texas 

Towns That Have Died of Inaction," Crane prodded the town 

to continue to develop along the lines of the blueprint 

which had been established by the progressive men in the 

community.^ He seemed to have wanted more than the city 

was willing to give. 

Crane played a prominent role in the beginning of the 

movement which established a state-supported college in 

West Texas. As with many movements in which he was 

involved. Crane helped launch the crusade and then worked 

behind the scenes as others led. Although not in the 

forefront. Crane's efforts should not be minimized. 

As a civic minded individual. Crane probably would 

have worked to promote whatever region in which he lived. 

Upon coming to the young western country, he was able to 

use his skills to promote and advertise the region. As a 

historian, he was able to make sure the region received the 

attention it deserved. 

'R. C. Crane, "Texas Towns That Have Died of 
Inaction," Sweetwater Reporter. September 23, 1928. 
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As a prolific writer in the historical journal which 

he helped to establish. Crane served the region well. 

Although he often wrote without the use of footnotes, the 

author's firsthand knowledge of the events allow his 

articles to add to the historiography of the area. The 

importance of his work as a historian and as president of 

the West Texas Historical Association is based on the 

dissemination of knowledge. The journal, or Year Book as 

it is called, allowed, and continues to allow, amateur 

historians to publish their works as well as allow 

participants to share their accounts of events. The 

journal also made it possible for professional historians 

to publish scholarly essays of regional interest, essays 

that might have otherwise remained unpublished. The 

journal which Crane helped establish is an important 

example of his legacy. 

R. C. Crane throughout his long life showed many of 

the same characteristics, ambitions, and flaws of his 

father. Both men cared deeply for, and became involved 

with, religious, educational, and political issues. The 

two were absorbed with state and Baptist universities and 

left an indelible mark on higher education in Texas. 

Unlike his son Royston, William Carey Crane never ran for 

public office but he too was active in politics. 



101 

The younger Crane, like his father displayed a lack of 

humility, hypersensitivity to criticism, relish for 

controversy, and a persecution complex. Towards the end of 

his life, he was concerned that other people understand his 

involvement in the major issues of his time. He sought to 

secure his place in history and receive credit for his 

participation in various movements associated with 

Sweetwater and the greater West Texas region. 

Although born in East Texas, Crane came to West Texas 

soon after graduation from college. He grew to love the 

region and ceaselessly promoted it through immigration 

societies as well as his own newspaper. Through his 

affiliation with newspapers across the state, as well as 

his work with the West Texas Historical Association, he 

became a symbol of the spirit and progress of West Texas. 

Royston Campbell Crane must be remembered for his 

untiring efforts to promote the economic and political 

aspirations of West Texas. His important role in the 

establishment of Texas Tech University and the growth of 

Hardin-Simmons university can not be denied. As much as 

anyone and more than most he encouraged the development of 

the West Texas Historical Association. His significant 

legacy extends from pioneer economic activities, through 

mainstream political action, to intellectual and learned 

endeavors. He was an important figure in early West Texas, 
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and then he played a key role in recording the history of 

his adopted region. Clearly, R. C. Crane must be 

considered one of the early builders of West Texas. 
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