
Lubbock Bar

Beginning in 1928, my rather faul ty memory is helped
some because I have available City Directories, listing the
lavJyers, so I can refT'esh my memory somewhat.

The City Directory for 1928 listed the writer,
the firm of Bean & Klett., which consisted of my father and
E. L. Klett, who had been partners since about 1909 or 1910,
w. D. Benson, Bledsoe & Crenshaw (apparently Geo. Iii. Dupree
had not moved out from Hillsboro at that time) Max Colemen,
:)oue:las & Scott, C. F. Elkins, J. H. Goodman, Howard and Burks,
Benjamin Kucera, Levens & Bradley, Lockhart and Garrard,
Marshall & Stewart, J. R. McGee, 0. W. McWhorter, C. M. Mullican,
Pearce and Triplett (Fred Pe~rce and C. C. Triplett) H. L.
Phs.r·r·, Ratliff' and Peticolas (John L. Ratliff and \'I. If.. Peticolas)
C. E. Roberts (whom I don·t remember) W. F. Schenck, R. A. Sowder,
Viclrers and Campbell (J.E. Vickers and W. W. Campbell) and
Wilson and Randal (Roscoe Wilson and Jack M. Randal).

In 1928 I ran for the office of County JUdge and wa.s
elected in the run-off. I had no partner at that time. I served
as Sounty JUd"e in 1020 and 1930 but did not run for re-election.
E. L. Pitts \'J~s olected in 1930 to that office and took office
January 1st, 1931, He had come out here about 1929 from Palo
Pinto County, ~exas and had a law office here. He had previously
served as County Judge of Palo Pinto County, Texas, for a couple
of' terms. As I recall, he became JUd,3;O of the 99th District
Court about January 1938 and served there until sometime in 1943
when he was appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Civil Appeals
at Amarillo, where he served until he died about Sept.ember, 1959.
I do not think that he had a law degree, but he had been licensed
before I knew him and was a good student of law and was a f'ine
and conscientious County JUdge, District Judge, and Chief Ju.3tice
of the Court of Civil Appeals for the Seventh Supr'eme JUdicial
District of' Texas. After his death, Ja'11es G. Denton, then JUdge
of the 99th District Court here was appointed Chief' Justice of
that Court where he served until January of 1971 when he became
a member of the Supx'eme Court of' Texas, and James A. Ellis, who
had been JUdge of' the l37th Di 13 tri c t Court of' Lubbock Coun ty since
September 1st, 1965, became Chief Justice of the Court of Civil
Appeals at Amarillo.

Uy father, Geo. R. Bean, Ca'11B to Lubbock County in H\9.3
from Montague County, 'f'exas and brought a few cattle with him.
He studied law and taught school and did ot"ler jobs untll 1901
when he was licensed to practice law. He was County Jud8e from
1902 until 1906, 1 think, when he ope:led up his own law off'ice,
devoting himself' to the practice of civil law. In 1908 or 1909,
E. L. Klett, who had graduated frrnn the University of Texas Law
School, came to Lubboclr, ane: in oi ther 1909 or 1910 they for:ned
a partnership which continued until either January 1st, 1934. or
1935.



rf.y father, George R. Bean, qui t the law practice about
January 1st, 1942 and Wm. H. Evans and I, who were then hi.s part
ners, continued together, but in the SUIlImer of that year, with
the war going on, Evans went into ser'vice in the Army and I was try
ing to help teach young service men how to fly light planes, so
we took in a new partner, Lloyd Croslin who had been he re for
two or three years in the law practice.

In 1947, E. L. Klett, Wm. H. Evans, Doyle JU3tice and
I formed a partnership. I remained a member of this firm until
I became J'udse of the 140th Dis triot Court in September, 1955,
althou~h Doyle Justice had left the firm about 1951. On October
23rd, 1955, Mr'. Klett, who bad been m:y senior' partner for some eight
years, was killed in an automobile accident. He was an exception
ally able trial lawyer and appellate lawyer, and one time, about
1923, served for a few months on the Court of Civil Appeals at
Amadllo.

W. D. Benson came to Lubbock as a lawyer about 1905
or 1906. He also had an abstract plant. Since most practice
in those days dealt wi th land law, conveyanc1ng., etc., it was
not uncommon for a lawyer to have an abstract plant. About 1917 or
1918, W. D. Bens on left LUbbocl{ for a whi Ie, doing dovm to
Ranger or Breckenridge, in the oil fields, but he returned to
Lubbock later. About 1930, his son, W. D. Benson, Jr., graduated
from law school at Austin, and became a partner of his father
her'e in Lubbock. W. D. J·r., (known as Dub) at various times had
other partners, Jess C. Levens in 1942, Victor H. Lindsey in 1945,
and perhaps oLhers. His father, W. D. Benson, sr., qUit the
practtce about 19)+0 and died in 19~6. Besi.des Dub, hi3 only
other child was Floe Swenson who went to Vlork in the County Clerk's
office about 1922 and wor'lwd there uetil slle was elect.ed County
Clerk, probably about 1960, bu.t she had to qu.i t about 1968 on
account of her failing health. "Dub" Benson is still here part
of the time and has an office. He also has a son, Daniel H. Benson,
who graduated from law school several years ago, and was asso ctated
with his father for a while, but since the virtual retirement of
his father, is now associated with Bill Brister and T~n Griffith.

Charles C. Crenshaw hact a rathe l' rer.larkable career as
a lawyer. He was originally a court reporter, but studied law and
was licensed about 1916. On January 1st, 1917, be and George
W. Dupree formed a partnership in Hillsboro, and were together,
trying many civil and cdmin'll cases u~ltil about 1927 vlhen Cha'3.
Crenshaw came to Lubbock to become a partner of W. H. Bledsoe,
under the firm name of Bledsoe and Crenshaw. Something like a
J'ear later, George W. Dupree, moved out here from Hillsboro,
and the fir.n of Bledsoe, Crenshaw and Dupree was formed, which
continued unt.il 1936 when W. H. Bledsoe died. ~'he fir-m continued
as Crenshaw and Dupr'ee until 1940, when the firm of Crenshaw,
Dupree and l.\ilam was formed, and tbe fir.n still does business
under that name, although Mr. Crenshaw died August 22nd, 1904.



Chas. C. Crenshaw was always considered one of the best
students of law, knowinl~ more law than nearly anyone, and the firm
was and is still very active in trial work as well as appellate
work. Crenshaw was considered a master in appellate work and
helped try mBny of the largest and most difficult cases ever
tried in this section of the country and handled a lot of the
appellate work OD those cases. He had twin sons, C. C. Jr., and
William (Mike and Bill) both of whom became lawyers and both of
whom practiced in Lubbock at various times. Bill has a son who
is a lawyer and still practices in Lubbock. Charles C. Crenshaw
died August 22nd, 1964, but his nH~oe still !leads the firm name.
The firm.nol'l \-jas i'ifteen lavlyers who Bre active and Geo. VI. Dupree
still remaj.ns a mer1bp,r of the firm but h"c is no longer active
because of ill health. Crenshaw, Dupree and Jim Milam tried many
well publicized criminal caDes, too, throu3h the years, as well
as handlinS the larsest civil business in this area. Doyle Justice

who at one time was one of the partners of tile writer, joined this,
finn in Februar;y, 1953 and is still an active member of it.

George W. Dupree is another remarkable man, having been
an excellent trial lawyer for many years. He was always exception
ally effective in jury ar~wnents; but per'haps one of his least
recognized accomplishments but greatest is his work in putting
t02ether throu~h the years the fine law fil~ of which he is
a member, the members of which are exceptionally congenial and
yet are all excellent lavlyers. George Vias licensed to practice
law in 191Lf, after having graduated from the Texas Universi ty
Law School. As 3 ta ted before, !le and Chas. C. Crensha'N f'or:necl
a partnership in 1917 Vlilich continued U11tilMr. Crenshaw's death
in 1964 with the possible exception of the year or two that
Crenshaw Vias in Lubbock before !·!:r. Dupr-ee came out from Hillsboro.
Mr. Dupree has been very active in getting the law school for
Texas Tech University and has helped to 8et it going since the
Le gi s la ture approved it, and has ac ti 'Ie ly se rved upon commi t tees
deDigned to promote the Tech Law School and its growth. He was
founding president of tile Law School j?oundation. I think Iv:!'. Dupree
came to Lubbock in 1920 to become a member of the firm of Bledsoe,
Crenshaw & Dupree.

W. H. Bledsoe came to Lubbock in 1908 and opened a
law office. He vms a State Senator from this district fr'om 1919 to
;).)27- and was instrumental in obtaining trle pass8.ge of the bill
creating Texas Technological College, and then after- the blll
was passed and became law, he was very instrumental in getting it
located at Lubbock. After he came to Lu·obock, Clark M. Mullican
was a partner 'from 1920 untll1923 , when upon the death
of W. R. Spencer, who was JUdge of the 7?nd Districj; Court, l'/Tullican
was appointed District Judge of that District, which then was
composed of ten counties, towi t, Gaines, Dawson, Lynn, Yoakwll,
Garza, Terl~, Cochran, Hockley, Crosby and Lubbock. However, I
do not belleve that Cochran and Hockley were organized until about
1924, 30 until th~n he rtid not hRve to hold court there. Senator
Bledsoe died in 1936 • For a time after Clark Mullican became



JUdge of the 72nd District Court, Homer L. Pharr was a partner
with W. H. Bledsoe, but the Legislature in 1927 created the
99th District Court, making its jurisdiction cbncurrent with
the 72nd in Lubbock County only, and JUdge MuIlJcan resigned
as JUdse of the 72nd and was appointed JUdge of the 99th, and
Homer L. Pharr was appointed Judge of the 72nd District Court.
In 1925 the 106th .Judicial DisLrict was created SO from that
time on the 72nd District only included Cochran, Hockley,
Crosby and Lubbock Counties. JUdge Pharr remained as JudS\e of the
72nd District Court until about 1937, and about the same time
br a little eRrlier, Clark Wullican qUit as Judee of the 99th
Distri~t Court and was succeeded by E. L. Pitts, who had been
County Court JUdge since January 1st, 1931.

Max Coleman was born in 11309 and his parents brou;sht
him to this county about 1900. He grew up and ma.rried here.
He grew up as a cowboy and rancher but sometime between 1912
and 1920, he moved to a raneh in the western part of New N;exico
and remained there several years. During his residency there,
he was a Justice of the Peace part of the time. Later in the
early 1920s he came back here and studied law, among other
things. According to some information I have he took the Bar
examination in 1923; but my recollection is that he did not
become a lawyer unti.l about 1928. In any event when I was
County Judge in 1929 and 1931, he tried several cr'iminal cases
before me, but I do not recall any civil matters. He continued
as a member- of this bar for a Dlunber of years until his health
became too bad to maintain a practice V1hen he retired and wrote
a book about his experiences. I think I have a copy of the book,
but I have not looi~ed it up to confi I'm all these dates.

Since writing the above, I have hunted up and read the
case of Putman v. Coleman, 277 S.W. 213 et seq., decided by the
Court of Civil Ap?eals at ~larillo, in 1925. After I finished
my school year of 1923-24 at the Law School at Austin, in the
spring of 1924., I took the bar examination and then ca'Tle back
to Lubbock. The case of Coleman v. Putman is the first case I
remember of having sat in on durin~ its trial in 1924. My father's
fi I'm rapre sented ~~ax Coleman and vJil.'e in thn tease, and Jack
Randal of Memphis (who later moved to Lubbock and bacome a partner
of Roscoe Vltlson) was associated with my fathor's firm. Vickers
and Campbell (of whom mor'e later) represent.ed Putman. That case
says that Max Coleman and wife moved to New Mexico in 1918. I
think that they had moved back to Lubbock by the time thB suit
was tried in the summer or fall of 1924 before ,Tud 6e Clark j.'.
Mullican who was tnen JUdge of the 72nd District Court. 'ft18 ease
was a veyy interest.in::; one concernin~ the question of aclmowled.g;ments
to deeds an~ the ouestion of abandonment of homestead. Bv the
way Juc:ge H. c. Randolph, who was then on the Court of CiVil Ap
peals at Amarillo, wrote the opinion in that case. He formerly
lived at Plainview and was an attorney in a number of cases in
Lubbock in the early years of the century. Prior to his service
at Amarillo he served for a while on the Commission of Ap?eals



at Austin for the Supreme Court. One of his sons became a
lawyer at Plainview, Peyton Randolph and practiced there until
he died several years ago. Another son, Nowlin Randolph became
a lawyer and practiced at Houston for many years. Both were
capable and successful lawyers. JUdge H. C. Randolph was a very
able lawyer, too.

The directory of 1928 lists the firm of Douglas &
Scott. When I came back here in 1924, Richard L. Douglas was
a partner of Roscoe Wilson, and that firm was one of the best
thenprac<:icing in Lubbock. However, sometime between 1924. and
1928, Richard L. Douglas pulled out of the Roscoe Wilson
firm and formed a partnership with Alfred M. Scott. They were
civil lawyers and very capable and built up a good business
even during the depression. Hov/ever, about 1934. or 1935, Richard
L. D00glas quit the law practice and devoted himself to attendin8
to his own investments and those of his wife.

Alfred M. Scott continued to practice here until about
1936 v/hen he moved to Austin and was still practicing there last
year, 1970. He may be still practicing so far as I know, although
he is well up in his seventies noVl, if he is still living.

Clyde F. Elkins CillDe here before 1928 and was practicing
here in that year and continued to do so until his death. His
son, Campbell Elkins, became a lawyer about 1939 or 1940 and
was associated with his father a while. He is still an attorney
in Lubbock, but I do not recall ever having seen him try a court
case. My impression is that he is an office lawyer, and somet.hing
of an expert in matters dealing wi th oil, particularly in conveyanc
ing of oil royalties, mineral interests and fractional interests
in oil of various kinds.

When I returned to Lubbock from law school in 1924,
James H. Goodman was listed as an attorney. He still is. At
that time and up until the depression in 1930 et se~., his
principal business was in representing a loan company making
real estate loans and handline; matters connected therewith.
I think his cO~'lIpany wi thdreVf from business in I,ubbock during
the depression, and Jim Goodman moved to Midland about 1934 or
1935. While there he was elected to the LeRislature of Texas and
served a term or two. Later he moved back to Lubbock and has
an office in his home. He is not very active but still handles
some divorce cases.

Howard .'\: Buries was list.ed as a firm in 19213. Burton
S. Burks came h8re in 192}~ as I recall aor:; was here until a.bout
ten years ago v/hcn he moved to Granbury in Hood county, Dnd the
last I lmerl, he was County Attorney dO~'m there. He became
District Attorney here about 1937 or 19313 and was District At
tor'ney until about 1945 or 194b. lIe ViaS a very capable trial
lawyer and an excellent District Attonlcy. 3e was a good civil
attorney but in my opinion excelled in criminal law, and after



he retired from the District Attorney's office, hEl tried criminal
cases rather frequently. He could be depended upon to ~ive his
client full and adequate representation. One of his partners,
after he left the DA's offIce was Clifford W. Brown, who ~till

practices here, and later Buck McNeil was a partner. Buck McNeil
is a tr'ust officer with the First National Bank in Lubbock. Per'
haps Buck was Burks' partner before Clifford Brown was. I am not
sure.

L. A. Howard was the other partner' in the Howard and
Burks firm in 1928. He had been licensed about 1923 after having
graduated from Cumberland University, which at that time had a
short, intensive, one year course. L. A. Howard practiced here
until his death and was a member of several firms, the last being
McWhorter and Howard. He was a very resourceful lawyer and a
worthy opponent of any lawyer· in any matter. He died in 1956.
He and Owen McWhorter had been partners since 1929.

I think this is a good place to talk about Owen McWhorter.
At this time he has been practicing longer than anyone else in
Lubbock - tha tis as an a ttorne~r in the Ci ty of LUbbock, and is
still the head of a very active firm, McWhorter, Cobb and Johnson.
He was raised in LubbocJ,c County and graduated from UT Law School
in 1922, cominG bacl{ he re to s tart hi s prac tice. He was Coun ty
Attorney from 1924 to 1928. Owen was also the type of opponent
in any matter that counsel on the other side should never take
li~htly, and yet he was and is the type of man who is always pleasant
and aet'omodatinc. He alv/ays represented his clients fully in every
thin~ he undertook, and has handled a great variety of matters
both in and out of court.

Benjamin Kucera is listed in the 1928 directory as a
'lawyer. As I recall, he came here about that time, and if he ever
had an associate or partner, I do not recall it. He is still here
but his health has been rather bad for a number of year's, so he has
appeared in court rather infrequently. He tells me he came in 1925.

Levens and Bradley ere list0~ in the 1928 directory.
They both came here about 1925 or 1926, Jess Levens from Green-
vi lIe, Texas as I re call. Jes s Ii ved he re unti 1 hi s death Dec. 28 th,
1959 Joe Bowman, who had grown up with Jess, organi 7o ed
and put into operation what later became known as the T. N. M. &
on. Coaches, Inc., which now is a lar~e corporaLion running dozens
of buses out of Lubbock each day. Jess represented Joe Bowman
until his death, which occurred about 1943 ,and for several
years until his own death, Jess ran the bus canpany. He was very
capable. The 1930 directory lists the finn of Levens, McWhorter
and Howard, but I think Jess 30t out of that finn within a year or
two. At one time he was county attorney for a while, and as I
recall was ci ty a ttorney for a v/hile. He was a very able and ag:;res
sive type of lawyer, but always pleasant.



Homer L. Pharr came to Lubbock about 1923 to become
associated wi to W. H. Bledsoe about the time Clark M. Mullican
was appointed Judge of the 72nd District Court. JUdge Pharr
had obtained his L.L.8. from the University of Texas in 1915,
and subsequent to that time he served several terms as County
Judge of Hopkins County at SUlphur Springs. He was with W. H.
Bledsoe until 1927 when the 99th District Court was formed and
Clar'k Mullican was appointed JUdge of the 99th Distl'iet Court
and Homer Pharr became JUdge of the 72nd District Court which
position he held until 1937. After that he practiced law in
Lubbock until his death on September 14th, 1960.

Vaughn E. Wilson graduated from Baylor Law School
about 1923 and came to Lubbock in 1921+. He was elected County
Attorney in 1928 and served three tenns, I believe, through 1935.
He then worked for the Railroad Co'nmission of Texas a year or
so, but came baeJ{ here and became Ci ty Attorney for the City of
Lubbock in 1945 in whi,::h capacity he served until his death
in J'uly, 1960. He was County Attorney durinr; the two years I
was County JUdge, 1920-30, and ther'efore tried a number of cases
before me. He was an agBres3ive and capable trial lawyer.

J. I. Ki Ipa t ri ck was anothe r lavrye I' who came to Lubbock
in 1925, about the time the college opened. He had gr-aduated
from ehe University of Texas Law School in 1916 and for several
years berore he came here, practiced in Cleburne. When he came
here, he joined the law finn of Wilson, Randal and Ki.lpatrick,
where he remained until hls death in January, 1941~. He Vias a good
office lawyer, expert upon land titles, conveyancing, etc., and
was also a good trlal lawyer in clvil matters, and an adversary
worthy of note.

J. E. Vickers was a Lubbock lawyer from 1909 until
his death on December 5th, 1963. He was not only a very astute
lawyer, but had a great, sense of humor, and was a leading counsel
in many cases, both civil and criminal. I think the first time
I ever heard the advice: "If the facts are against you, argue
the law; if the law is agains t you, argue the fac ts; if both law
Qnd facts are a.gain'lt you, jump on the opposing lawyer." Yet,
I do not recall any instance where he followed the latter part
of that advice. Wnen I was young and inexperienced, I recall
beinfi upon the opposite side of a matter from him, and he treated
me very kindly and courteously. I can't recall ever seeing him
when he was not in a good humor. From about J.920 when IV. W.
Campbell CRme here until about 1943, they were partners. He was
always teasinG Campbell about something or other, but it didn't seem
to worry Mr. Campbell very much, although he appeared to be of a
much more serious nature. After JO~l E. Vickers, Jr., graduated
from UT Law School in 1937, he was employed elsewhere for a ti.me,
but after serv:i.ng in the Armed Forces from 1941 to 1946, he
came back here as a partner of his father. During the war, J.E. Vickers
s~rved as Distri8t Jude8 of the 99th for a year or two after JUdge
P1tts went to Amarillo



W. D. Wilson is another lawyer who decided about 1934
that Lubbock would be a good place to practice law, so he moved here
from Spur where he had been practicing a number of years and formed
a partnership wi th Durwood Bradley which continued unti 1 1948.
He was an excellent title lawyer, examined many abstl'8.cts and
handled lots of conveyancing. He was also a great student of
the law. Sometime in the thirties, as I recall, he and Durwood
were employed in a lawsuit involving a great deal of land in
Yoakwn County which was then either producing oil or potential
oil property, and they took the case upon a contingent fee, I
SUppose because they won the suit and became the owners of some
very valuable oil properties, which assured them of an adequate
retirement. After the dissolution of that partnership in
1948, I believe, Mr. Wilson continued practicing until a few
months before his death, when he had a heart attack. He died
September 7th, 1952. He had been licensed in 1902,practiced
several years in Brownwood before coming to Spur and eventually
Lubbock.

w. W. Campbell was another long time Lubbock lawyer.
He graduated in 1903 from the University of 'l'eXB.S and practiced
in east 'l'exas for a ntl.1lbcr of years before comin;; to Lubbock
in 1920 and forminD; the partnership with J. E. Vickers. The
firm off Vickers & Campbell was a well known and very able firm
in this part of 'rexas for many years and represented one side
or the other in a great deal of litigation. I think most of
us will admit that most lawyers, in writinG t~e pleadinGS in
law suits, are accustomed to writin,; Ion;:;, cOMpound and somewhat
involved sentences. I assume this is a habit we pick up from
form books Rnd readin~ pleadings prepured by other attorneys.
However, 1\;11'. Campbell had anot.he I' theory and his pleadings were
composed of short pi thy sentences. Hmvever, one could seldom,
if ever, succ,essfully except to his pleadings because if one
kept looking, one would find that he had plea.d every e1em,mt of
his cause of ac ~i on. I t always seemed to me that the form of
his pleading was such that it was almost a letter to the court
setting out the grievances of his client, for waich he sought
redress. He was another exceptionally able attorney and opponent
and was, therefore, on the winning side in many cases, either in
the trial court or the appellate courts or a~l of them. I be
lieve, if one were to 30 through the Southwestern Reporter, Texas
cases, from 1924 until 1960 or later, and check the cases from
Lubbock, he woul(j be surllrised at the number in which Vickers &
Campbell represented one side or the other.

After John E. Vickers, Jr., came back from the war,
and af to I' the fi 1"11 of Vicke rs &. Campbe 11 was di s solved, Halph
Brocl{ first became a partner and at the time of Mr. Campbell's
death in 1962 at the age of 82, the firm was CillIlpbell, Brock,
Wri:;ht & Waters. Of course, Rott. W. Wright of chat firm is
now Judge of the 137th District Court,



E. L. Pitts came here in 1928 as I recall. He was a
licensed attorney at that time, having obtained his license in
1926 while he was County JUdge of' Palo Pinto County. I do not
think he ever went to a law school but I may be mistaken there
because he had at t.ended Texas Uni ve rs1 ty some. I think he se rved
as county JUdge of' Palo Pinto County tvlO terms or more. After
he came here he opened up an office, but as I recall sold insurance
principally although he may have done a little law practice. In
1930 I decided not to run for re-election as County JUdge of
Lubbock County, and when I announced that ,Tudge Pitts announced.
I think he had two opponents but he was elected and took office
on January 1st, 1931. He served .as County Judge three two year
terms, I believe and in 1936 was elected JUdge of the 99th
District Court, wh9re he served until he became JUdge of the
Court of Civil Appeals of the 7th Supreme Judicial District
of Texas, /l.t Amarillo. I believe he was appointed to the position
initially upon the death of the then Chief Justice. In every
judicial capacity where JUdge Pitts served, he did an exception
ally fine job. As Chief Justice of the Court of Civil Appeals,
he wrote many well reasoned and fine opinions. ·He died September
16th, 1959 at toe age of '10 years, and was succeeded on the bench
at Amarillo by JUdge Denton, Vlho had been Judge of the 99th
District COUl't here fl'om about 1951. JUdge Denton is now upon
the Supreme Court of Texas, as mentioned heretofore.

Franklin D. Brown was a lawyer of the Lubbock Bar
who had to be reckoned with for many years. Frank was a Court
Reporter when I first knew him but he had passed the bar examination
in 1923, according to the records. He served as County Attorney
and practiced law in Lynn County for about a year before coming
to Lubb~ck. Some time in late 1924 or early 1925, JUdge Mullican
appointed VallghnWilson, Frank Brown anil me to defend a colored man
who was accuseu of having assaulted a white woman with intent to
rHpe her. I think this was the first case of any significance
any of us hed ever tried, and since there was more prejUdice then
than now and Lubbock was much smaller, resul tin;; in mor'e knowled~e

of the purported facts by everyone than is usually true noVl, the
JUdge evidently considered that was some possibility of trouble,
for he ordered that everyone coming into the court room be searched
for pistols. None of us knew much about trying a hard criminal
case and of course, the only defense we had was the defendant~s

state~ent to us and testimony, that he was not guilty - that
he had no i.ntention of tryinG to rape the woman and that the whole
t.hi.ng occurred because of some disagreement or mistCike. In any
event, we did our' best (with some advice from the Judge) but the
defendant was found guilty and given fifty years in the Penitentiary.

Frank Brown went on from there to beco~le a very effective
trial lawyer. About 1925 he became a member of the firm of

Lockhart, Garrard and Brown, and later after Tom Garrard moved
back to Tahoka, the firm was Lockhart and Brown. They were in
l?ts of. Ii t~. ga tion of ?cns ide rable importance , involving some
o~l lit~gat~on from wh~ch Frank profited grs8.tly by virtue of



a contingent fee, so that during the latter years of his life
when his health was bad, he still did not have to worr'y over
financial matters. After G. E. Lockhart moved back to Xahoka,
Franl{ became a partner of G. H. Nelson, and later, after the
war, I believe, the firm of Nelson, Brown and McCleskey was formed.
Although he never- went to law school, Frank was a good student
of law and was always thoroughly prepared on the law, as well
as the facts, in ever, case in which he participated. His jury
arsuments wer-e to t.he point and effective, too. He was an able
OP.l-'onent for any lawyer- fr-Un1 anywhere.

I have mentioned E. L. Klett, several times because he
was my father's partner from 1909 or 1910 until 1931+ and le.ter
was one of 'Yly partners frum 1911.7 until September 1955 when I
became a JUdge. Shor-tly after that he was killed in an automo
bile acddent on October 23r-d, 1955. He had graduated from
the Uni ver'si ty of Texas Law School in 1908 and came to Lubbock
shor-tly the reafte 1', kl1owinc; tha t a rail road was beinG bui 1 t to
Lubbock. He was a very able lawyer- and an excellent student
of law. In 1922 he was appointed to the Court of Civil Appeals
at Amarillo, the r"ipst Lubbock lal'iyeT' \\'ho ever served upon that
court, 1 believe, but aft(~r about ei<:;hteen months or hiO years
there, he res i gned and came back to Lubboc j( to prac ti ce wi th my
father. Al though he was fr'ecuently an adversary of Chas. C.
Crenshaw in important caSBS tr'ied in Lubbock and surrounding
counties, they were on the same side in a libel suit tr-ied here
about 1932 or 1933, which was probably one of the longest tr'ials
ever held i.n this county from the standpoint of time actually
spent in the trial.

The alleged libel grew out of a statement made in a
book written by J. Evetts Haley called,l believe, History of
the XIT and was an account of the history of that famous ranch,
comprising something over thr'ee milliol1 acres of land in some
ten counties in northwest Texas. The alleged libel concerned
the naming of so:ne well known and respected people as having
been cattle thieves about the turn of the century, and a gun
battle between Lbe alleged cow thieves and a posse about 1901.
Since the events concerned happened some thirty years before
the trial of the law suit, and between people living in Quay
Oounty, ~:ew Mexico and Deaf Smit.h and Parmer Counties, Texas·,
all of which \'Ier-o rather thinly settled then, to obtain the
version of the events from those long-ago residents of the area,
involved an extensive search for witnesses and takinG their deposi
tions when located. As I recall, Mr. Klett spent almost all of
his time for a year on that search and the takins of the one
hundred or' more deposi tions .. which were taken; and I presume that
Chas. C. Crenshaw spent an equivalent amount of time. After a trial
lastin~ a month or more, there was a verdict for the defendants,
after \'ihich t1:".81'0 was B. settlement, so thR.t there was never an
appeal. Actually there were about, six cases ':rov:in;; out of



the same thinc;, and they were all settled in on8 agreement.
The Capitol Syndicate w~ich was the successor owner of the
3,000,000 ac res of land which cons ti "ut.ed the XIT Ranch, was
one of the defendants, so that there was a great deal of money
involved. Lockhart, Garrard & Brown were attorneys for the plain
tiffs in those suits.

You will all recall that the state of 1'exas had set
aside 3,000,000 acres of the public domain to be used to build
a state Capitol Building, and the lands involved in the XIT
Ranch were patented to Abner Taylor under the contract by
which our present Capitol BUilding was constructed, and an
English corporation was formed to furnish the money for the
constuction and became the owner of the land which constituted
the XIT Ranch. I believe the nUle of &he corooration was
"Capitol Precholu Land and. Investment COnlj;)any, Ltd."

It is my understanding that by a sort of implied under
standing, all of the papers in the above case have disappeared
from t!le District Clerk's office, inclUding that lOO or more
depositions, so that probably no record exists except in the
Court Minutes of the jud~lent, if there was one, and the index
of the cases filed. 'l.'he rules were not as strict in those days
about removing papers from the Clerk f s office as they are now,
and no doubt many old files can no lonser be found in that of
fice.

Durwood H. Bradley came here with Jess C. Levens in
March,. 1925 and formed a parLnership which lasted until Durwood
was clected District Attorney in 1926 and took office on Jan. 1st,
1927. I 21ave some recollection of that race Y/hi.ch was a pather
peculi~r one. Our District At~orney for the 72nd Judicial District,
Park Dalton, died in 1925 or early 1926, although he was a very
youn; man. 'I'here was a lawyer here who had not been here long,
as I recall, by the Eame of W. C. Witcher. He Vias appointed to
fill out Park Dalton's unexpi red term, and ran for ele~tion in
1926 for a new term beginnJ.ng Jan. Is t, 1927. Owen McV/horter
was County Attorney and ran for Distr.tet Attorney that year, too,
and Durwood Bradley ran. Wi tcher got into a feud wi th Bud Johnson,
who was Sheriff and ran a lot of ads containing affidavits of
prisoners, alleging mistreatment in jail and the Sheriff ran
ads denying any mistreatment. Apparently, because Owen Vias County
Attorney, some people thought he was paptly to blame for the
condition in the-jail as alleged by Witcher. In any event, both
Witcher and Owell wer'e defeated by Durwood Brs.dley, who became
District Attorney January 1st, 1927 and held office for three
two-year terms. Durwood was a very conscientIous alld able D.A.

He had GonG to Cumberland Law School for one year before
World War I, and was licensed to practice law about 1916 or 1917.
Durin; that war he was a Captain, I believe, in the 36th Division,
and was sent overseas. After the war he ca:ne back and went into



the practice in Fort worth, but shortly moved to Mexia where
he practiced for some two or three years in the oil fields.
I have mentioned before that after Durwood Bra.dley served three
terms, six years, as District Attorney, he went into pr~vate
practice and formed a partner'ship wi th W. D. Wilson, wh~ch
continued until about 1947 or 194'0, when that partnersh~p was
dissolved and Du.rwood formed a part.:1ership Y/ith Marion Key,
Warlick Carr ane Wa~goner Carr. Durwood retired in 1952 be
cause of his health, but he is still living and was 82 years
of age on May 17th of this year, 1971.

Probably the most difficult case Durwood tried while
he Vias District Attorney was the case of state of 'l'ex.as v.
Hugh Walker and the companion cases of state v ..Jess Covington
and state v. Bar'ber John Richardson. 1'hey were all murder cases
growinG out of the killing of F. V. (Leather Hat) Brown ~bout
lV'ay 30th, 1932. Walker received a sentence of 99 years In the,
penitentiary. His case was appealed and appesrs at 60 SW 2d 455.
If the oLher two cases were appealed, I fail to find them. All
were convicted, however, and I am told that Richardson died while
in prison. Hu~h Walker was later pardoned, I believe, and I do
not knoVi what happened ~o Jess Covinston.

George S. Berry was a prominent and active lawyer- here
for a nU'!lber of :/cars. He was bor'n 3eptember 15th, 1898 and
attended college at T. C. ·U. bu~ obLatned his law degree from
Cumberland University in 1924. He died on July bt, 1955 at
Austin as the result. of an automobile accident and a.t the time
he was a member 01- the Legislature. He was County Attor-ney of
Young County in 1926 and 1927 at least and was Ass;istant DistJ'ict
Attorney of the 30th Judicial District for one year in 1928.
Shortly after tha~ he came to Lubbock and was a member of vartous
partnerships here, amonr; them Lindsey and Berry in 1929. He Vias
a very active lawyer who conscientiously represented his clients,
mostly in civtl matters. I recall that he was employed about
1933 or193~. to represent Kent County in a sut t which was tried
in Federal Cou.rt, in which the individual defendants were surettes
upon a c oun ty deposi tory bond for a bank a t Jayton, as I re call,
which became insolvent duriDS the depression, and the county
lost most of its depos.its. My flrr1, v/htch as I recall was Bean,
Duggan and Evans at the ti:ce, was'eMployed to assist in the pre-
paration a~d trial of the case. We obtained a jUd'~ent but most ~

of the sureties on the depository bond were broke by that time ~

so our luck in collectinG the judement V/BS almost nil. I believe -,J
we did. set four se~_tions in ::ulbel'~on County upon levy of execution CoO
and sRle, but tha t land was not \'Iorth much then. George Be rr-y c.o
served one year as .Assistant Attorney General at Austin in 1939, l\:l
I be lieve.

Charles C. Trtplett was practicins here in 1928 anc perhaps
a few years before that. As I recall he was the son-in-law of



Myrick who built the Myrick Building in the 1200 block of Avenue
J. He was born MaJ 3rd, 1888 and died FebruarJ 2nd, 1969.
At various times he pr'8cticed here, at Graham, Brownfield and George
West, Texas, havinB been licensed in 1917 after having studied
law in Dallas. He was a partner of Hill Stewart in 1928 but
apparently they were not partners in 1929 but he practiced here
until 1935 or 1936 when he moved to Georc;e West, I think. He
had some criminal business, divorce business and matters of
that kind but had no large or difficult cases as far as I can
remembe r.

Fred C. Pearce was a lawJer here for many years, handling
criminal cases, divorces, eLc. I think he was here as early as
1909 or 1910 for several years, then lefL and later came back
probably afLer Tech was located here in 1923 or 1924. I cannot
find any s art of bi ogr'aphy on him and d a not know when he eli ed
but i~ must have been about 1944 or 1945.

Leonard L. Pearson is another lawyer who was here for
a year or two but I do not remember him ve.t'y welL He beGan
his practiCE; in 1927 after getLing a law degree from S.!.LU.
and must have come here shortlJ after that. Later he practiced
in Dallas and was killed there in an auto~obile accident on
December 4th, 1952 at the aC;0 of 49.

Jolin L. l1at1iff was a lav/yer hr;re for many years and
I think was h~re when I started practice in 1924. In 1928 he
we.s a partner with 'II. !fl. Peticolas, but I don't think that
partnership lasted very long. He usually practiced by himself'.
1 recall his having tried some County Court cases before me
while I was County JUdge in 1929 and 1930. He was very proud of
his persuasive powers before a jury and maintained a rather dig
nifi ed mien a t all times, and 1ike almos t 'eve ry lawyer I have
ever known, his word was as good as his bond. I cannot locate
any sort of biography, however, e.nd therefore cannot tell when
he was licensed nor wnen he died, but iE must have been during
the middle forties.

I should mention W, M. Peticolas, who still lives here.
He was in the University of Texas law school when I was there
in 1924. fie was licensed either that year or in 1925 and csme
to Lubbock shortlJ thereafter. For several years his principal
practice we.s in representing a savings and loan associ ation from
El Paso, which made lots of loans on homes in Lubbock befoI'e
the depression of 1930 and subsequent years hit. Some time about
1933 or 1934, Peticolas quit the law practine and has engaged in
other pursui ts. At present he is doing suroveying and eW~ineering

work. He hp-s a brothe I' who was a proac ti c in>:, lawye l' in El Pas a
the last I knew, and his wife Beulah was a lesal secretary here
for many years until she retired recently, I think.



Clark M. Mullican has been mentioned several times
before but because of his prominence in the le'?;al profess.ion
here for many years, I should write more about him. He was
born in 1887 in Ellis County, Texas. He got his lavi degree
from the University of Texas in 1909 and was licensed that
year. Before World War I he practiced in Dallas. When the
war broke out he helped organize several volunteer guard
companies and eventually Vlent to France as a Colonel with the
11~4th Infantry, 36th Division. He participated in the Meuse
Argonne offensives and received the French Croix de Guerre.
After the war, in 1920 he came to Lubbock to practice with
W. H. Bledsoe. He was appointed JUdge of the 72nd District
Court in 1923 by Governor Pat M. Neff, but resigned from that
Judicial position to become JUdge of the 99th District Court
when it was c pea ted in 1927. He ran for Congres s in 19.34
as one of the opponents of our pleesent Congressm.an, George
Mahon. After leaving the bench, he was a partner of G. H.
Nelson for about a year, and tnen practiced alone for some
years. He died October 23rd, 1950. There are still a nUluber
of lawyers in Lubbock who tried cases before JUdge Mullican
while he was still on the bench. He was a very capable JUdge
and tried many cases, so~e of which were very difficult, in
clUding the libel case which 1 have mentioned before and which
was tried about 1932 or 1933.

Charles Nordyke is another lawyer I should mention.
I have been unable to locate any sort of biography concernine;
him so I must, to a large extent, depend upon Illy memory.
In 1924 he was County JUdge of this county. At that time Vie
had no County Courts at Law so the County JUdge VlSS not only
presiding officer of the Co~nissioners Court, but he handled
probate matters and trled civil and criminal cases. He remained
as County Judge until January 1st, 1929, when he opened a lavi
office he re. As I recall he had taken the, one year course in
law at Cumber·land Uni versi ty and I presume had been licensed
in Texas several years before 1924. lIe was crippled, probably
from polio, and walked in a very stooped position with two
crutches. He did not run for re-election in 1928. At that time
the terms for county officers vler'e two years and whether he
se rved two or three te rms I do not know. He was a ve ry pleasant
and agreeable person to deal wi tho After leaving the County'
Judge's office, he became a partner of G. V. Pardue and later
practiced alone. About 1936 or 1937, he and his wife got into
a divorce suit which was tried before a jury. 'I'he divorce was
granted, he married his secretary and moved to Baird and later
to Stephenville, where he practiced law for a number of years.

G. V. Pardue will be remembered for a long time by
some of the present members of the Lubbock County Bar. He was
admi tted to practice law in Oklahoma in 1913, but came to
Lubbock in 1928 and was admi tted to practice in 'I'exas. He had
several partnerships for the next dozen years, and had a good



practice doing collection work. In 19L~1 he became County JUd(Se
of Lubbocl~ County where he served until 1945 when he became
Judge of the 99th District Court. In 1952, James G. Denton
ran against him and won, becoming JUdge of the 99th. Pardue
stayed in Lubbock and handled great quantities of collections,
remaining very active until his death. on Dec. 3rd, 1963. He
was a very religious man, and while I think he had a fairly good
basic education, he retained the manDer of speech of the rural
areas of Oklahoma and Arkansas where he was raised and his grammar
was rather entertaining. He was not considered a deep student of
law but wanted to be absolutely fair because of his basic honesty.
However, he usually formed an opinion early during a trial of
the justi.ce of the cas(3and could seldom hide his feelinGs. This
probably led to his defeat at the polls in 1952.

Dan Blair Vias another District Judge who served Lubbock
County, as well as Crosby, Hockley and Cochran Cou:lties for many
years. He go~ his law dc.;rec from \'1ashington University in
st. Louis, fi:O. in 1926 and after practicing in St. Louis for a
short time, came to Lubbocl{ in 1928 and opened a law office
after being licensed in Texas. He beca~e District Attorney of
the 72nd JUdicial District about Janua1'y1933 and served until
January 1937 when he became JUdge of the 72nd JUdicial District,
where he served until 1951 when he resigned and Victor H. Lindsey
was appointed to succeed him. Dan then wasassociated with Vickers
& Vickers for a while but I do not recall his havin£\ been very
acti ve in the practice. He died September 18th, 1960 at the
age of 62.

There are many lawyers practicing here now who will
recall vivldly tryin is cases in Dan Blair"s Court, G. V. Pardue's
Court and a few that tried cases before Judge Mullican and JUdge
Homer' L. Pharr. Until 1927 Lubbocl{ County had only one District
Court. From 1927 until September 6th, 1955, it had only two
Distr~DtCourts but the 140th District Court began operating on
September 6th 1955. The 137th District Court was created by
law passed in 1965 Bnd its first JUdge, Judge James A. Ellis
was sworn in on September 1st, 1965. As most of you know, the writer
was the first Judge of' the 14_0th· Distri.ct Court and only JUdge
until October 1st, 1970, when Judge William R. Shaver succeeded
me. In listin~ the District Court JUdges above, I overlooked
JUdge E. L. Pitts.

By the way, E. A. Blair, the brother of Dan Blair came
here about 1933 or 1<).3!~ and is still here. He has practiced law
usually by himself until the last few years duriw,; which he has
been a Corporation Court JUdge, a job w'1ich I understand he handles
very credi tably. Durine; his practice he was not the loud type,
but handled the business he got quite well.

Victor H. Lindsey was licensed in 1924., after having
attended Fort Worth Law School, mostly at night, I thin~.



Through the years he had several partners, one of' the 1'i rst
having been Geor~e S. Berry with '!thom he formed a partner3hip about
1929. About 1937 he becume an assistant District Attorney while
Burton S. Burks was District Attorney, and served some seven
years in that capacity. The experience gained in that position
was very good when he became a District Judge i.n 1951 when
Dan Blair resigned, in that he was intimately acquainted with
all matters of criminal procedure and proper protection of the
ri gh ts of both the S ta te and the de fendan 1., in c dminal matte rs.
Also, since he was well grounded in civil law from his many
years of practice and because he had a fundamental feelinr; of
what was right, he was an outstanding District Judge, in my
opinion, in both civ11 and criminal matt.er·s. He had a rather
gruff exterior but underneath was as ld.nd -and sympathetic as
anyone it has ever' been my pleasure to know. Some thr'ee or
four years before his death, he was appointed Presiding Judge
of the 9th Administrative District, so that upon disqualification
for any reason of any District JUdge in some forty odd counties
in northwes t Texa.s, it became hi s obliga ti on to ob tain and
appoint some other Judge to try the case i.n which the JUdge was
disqualified. He handled this job real well too, in addition
to his job of tryine; District. Court cases in the 72nd Distl'ict
Court in Lubbock and Crosby Count.ies. For several years after
he became JUdge, he also had Cochran and Hockley Counties in
his Distr'lct, but in 1959 t!1e Ler;is18ture cre8.tad the 121st
nistrict Bnd he was relieved of his obligation to hold court
in those two counties.

There are many stories still being repeated about
JUdge Lindsey by the attorneys who knew him, all showing his
innate Wisdom, kindness and knowledge of human nature, but
it would unduly extend this narrative to try to repeat any of
them. I should say that while he was a·District JUdge, he tried
two death penalty cases that I can think of, and he accepted
that oblie;ation as gracefully as he did all others. He died
April 12th, 1967. His widow still lives hepe and is loved by
all who know her as much as Judge Lindsey was by those who knew
him. Upon JUdge Lindsey's death, the lawyers set up a trust
fund at the Tech Law School, to be used as a loan fund to help
aspiring lawyers to go to school.

R. A. Sowder is a lawyer who lived here and pr'acticed
law for many year's and who wi.ll not be forgotten by those who
knew him. I fail to find any sort of' biography on him and the
'I'exas Bar Journal apparently did not wr'i te up his death. 'rher-e··
fore, to a large extent I must rely upon my memory of him.
I am not sure when he came here but it must have been shortly
after the railroad came to Lubbock in 1909, ani he practiced
law here until his death about 1955. He was an individualist
Bnd very stubborn in his ways so that if he ever had a partnership,
I do not think it lasted very long. He was a str'0:1g adversary
in a law suI t, however and tried each case as if he were person··



ally involved. One of his regular clients was Panhandle Con-
struction Company, which laid the first pavement in Lubbock
about 1919. Naturally he had collection suits and foreclosures
for that co:npany, and he was a fine real estate lawyer. To me,
at least, he seemed like a few lawyers whom I have seen through
the years - they become so involved in their law suit that every
one on the other side, inclUding the lawyer, is not only an adver
sary but almost an enemy. lie was considered by the lawyers who
knew him as a real student of the law. He was not related to
Madison Sowder, now a member of the Bar.

,Tohn R. McGee was a lawyer here for many years but
my recollection of him is rather dim. He must have come here
around the turn of the century and must have died about the
late thirties. lie was County JUdge of this county for several
terms, extending up to about 1921 or 1923, because I thin;c he
was County JUdge just before Charles Nordyke was. He was not
the type of lawyer who appeared in large District Court cases,
but did have some divorce business in District Court, but mostly
handled matters in the County Court and Justice Courts. The
thing that remains on my mind concerning him is that ei ther in
1929 or 1930 while I was County Judge, he filed a suit in my
court one time wherein the petition was written out in long hand.
A peti tion or jUdgment in long hand at that time was indeed a l'arity
although before ~he turn of the century and for maybe a deca.de
thereafter, it wa.s not untisual for a pleading to be in long
hand. In the early part of the century he was a partner of George
L. Beaty.

Madison Rayburn should be mentioned in this account.
He was licensed in 1933, I think and came to Lubbock County
shortly to open an office in Slaton. He is listed in one of
the Ci ty Director-les as an assistant county attorney. As I recall,
he continued his practice at Slaton until 'about the time of 'Norld
War II when he left, presumably to go into service. At least
I lost touch with him until I became a cTudge in 1955, and then
I saw him almost every year at the Judicial Conferences. He was
then Judge of one of the County Courts at Law at Houston, and
I have heard probably tried more large conder.mati on cases than
nearly anyone in 'i'exas. He wrote a book on the law of "Condemna
tion in 'Texas" vlhich I have never seen, but I understand i.t is
considered quite good and authoritative. Now Madison Rayburn is
a District JUdge- of aile ai' the many District Courts of Texas;
at Houston, and I judge from the caSElS in the advance sheets,
which have been appealed from his court, that he is doing a good
job there, too. Probably very few of the Lubbock lawyers will
remember him,

G. E. Lockhart was a very prominent lawyer in Lubboc~

for many yeaps, and had an interestin·,; career. He was born
December 31st, 1880, and graduated f"r'om the Univer-sity of 1'exas
Law School and was admi tted to practice in 1909. From 1909 until
1926 he resided in Taholca. He was Di.strict Attorney for the 72nd



Judicial Distr-ict from 1913 until 1919, three terms. At that time
the 72nd District had ten counties in it and I think that eight
of them were organized, so that there was court in Lubbock, Crosby,
Garza, Lynn, Terry, Yoakum, Gaines and Dawson Counties. In 1926
Mr. Lockhart moved to Lubbock fr'olll Tahoka and formed a partnership
wi th Tom Garrard. Late I' Frank Brown joined the fi rm unde I' the
firm name of Lockhart, Garrard and Brown. That 1'J. I'm represented
the plaintiffs in the libel suit which I wrote about before, and
which, in my opinion, probably took more actual hours in court
than any other case ever tried in this county. About 1933,
Tom Garrard J.eft the firm and moved to Tahoka. Mr. Lockhart
served one term in the Texas Legislature, having been elected in 1931
and going out of office in 1933. He was a ver:>, forceful and able
attorney and his firm had many important lawsuJ.ts. After Tom
Garrard left, I believe, Lockhart and Brown were employed in a
case involvinc:; a larGe tract of land in Andrews County. They
evidently took it upon a contingent basis for they received some
very valuable oil royalties or mineral rights as a fee so that
UpOD the death of ~r. Lockhart on August 5th, 1941, he was a wealthy
man. I don't mean to imply by this that he had not done well
before, and he had, no doubt acc\Enula ted cO;lsiderable property
before, directly or indirectly as a result of a very successful
prac "Lice •.

'I'homas T. Garrard likewise had a very inter'esting career.
He l';raduated from the Ur,iversity of Texas in 1908 and was licellsed.
He went to Midland to practice and served thr-ee ter-ms there as
Distr-ict Attorney· from 1914_ cO 1921. He then became State's
Attorney, representing tn€ State in crimiEal matter-'ol befor-e the
Court of Criminal Al.lpeals fr-om 1921 to 1925 wi1en he carne to
Lubbock, and formed a partnership with G. E. Locknart in 1926.
30'11e information I have indicates that Frank Brown became a partner
that year but I think there was a firm of Lockhar-t and Gar-rard
for a.bout a yea.r befol'e the firm became Lockhart, Garrard and
Brown. In any event those firms h9.d a good pract.ice in both
civil and crin;inal mattRI'S, but in 1933 'rom Garr-ard mar-ried
a widow fI'or.1 Tahoka whohad some Ian:' near that town (Tom's fj.r-st
wife hacing died several years before tha t) and 'rom moved to
Tahoka when he remarried. Mrs. Fenner Tuhbs who lives here in
Lubbocl{ now, was a dau;r,hter of Tom Garrard's second vli.fe by her
first !11arria:~e. He practiced in Tahoka 1'1'0:'1 19.33 until his death
on November 1st, 19'55. Dudng th'lt ti:Ji8 in Tnholw ~18 served as
County JU(L~e of L~rnn ~0U'1ty for t\·IO or three ter:ns clurillg and after
,Jor-ld War II. His son 330.; Garrar:.l ]Jracti'~'Jd 18.'1/ here in Lubboc1':
for a number of years ar:ci was cOlisidered an excellent student
of law. Unfortunately, he vias in ill health for s"veral year-s before
hi.s death wi1ich occurreJ just a few months ago. ('Tni.s is being
written in September, 1971.)



W. D. Girand, Sr., came here by 1928, perhaps before
that. He had been licensed in Texas in 1914, and when I first
knew him was servinro; as Refereo in Bankruptcy, where he con
tinued to serve until about 1950 when he moved to New Mexico
to work in his son's firm at liobbs. He was liRensed over there
that ;Tear. He died in October, 1954. I lmew/qhTte well as
a rine and conscientious man. Only on one occasion that I re
call, did I have much business with him, but in that instance
J was attorney for a trustee in Bankruptcy and had to go to
Fort Worth to try a Cf~se i.n F'edel'a.l Court there representing
the trustee. I do not even remember who the trustee was, but
I recall having been in Court at Fort Worth for three or four
days in that case, ana that the Federal JUdge took over a year
after that to pass upon the question of law which was involved.
About 1931, 'N. D. Girand, Jr., graduated from Law School and
came here to wor·k with his fa.ther. Later he moved to Hobbs,
where he has a good firm and good pracLice stilL 1 see him
nearly ever~' fall wnen he comes ovel' bo go to football games
her'e.

I doubt that there are very many lawyers here who
will reeall Dennis E. Kemp. He was a graduate of the United
States Naval Academy ann was in tbe Navy from 1904 until
1919. He apparently t'1en took up the study of law because he
was licensed in 1923, and came to Slaton in Lubbock County.
I recall him because he ViaS one of my opponents for County
JUdE~e when I \Vas running in 1928, and I seem to recall that he
ran a~ain in 1930 when E. L. Pitts was elected. He was a fine
gentleman, but was handicapped by some deafness. He served
wi th the Civilian Conservation Corps from 1936 to 1941, and
then was an attorney for a title co:npanJ' at Corpus Christi from 1941
until h13 death on February 16th, 1954 ab the age of 65.

D. W. Puckett was a lawyer here for many years, a1t!lOugh
I can't remember much contact with him. 1 feel fairly sure that
he was practicing here as early as 1907, because one of his sons
started to school at the same time I did in 1907. Also I recall
having heard some discussion of sui ts in vlhich his firm was a
party being tried maybe in 1914, 1915 and along in there. He is
not listed ill the city directories along 1928, 1929 and 1930 as
a lawyer so I think he must have been so:ne other place then, but
the directories of 1933, 1934, 1935 and 1936 do list him as an
attorney. During those latter year3 he probably had 30me divorce
clients and SOJae crir.1inal worl" but I don1t think that he ap
peared in an:! District Court cases of importallce.



Roscoe Wilson was a very prominent lawyer here for
many years. He was born in Brazoria, texas where his father
was a lawyer, on ~arch IlM1, 1872. However, his father moved
to Houston where Roscoe Wilson went to school. At that time
some of Lhe High Schools in texas had a two year colle3e course,
and IvlI'. liliison took two years of college wor·j.: in 8. High School
in Houston. Then he went to the University of Texas where he
got his law degree in 1909. He decided to settle in Lubbock
after having spent about a month in Amarillo and a month at
Plainview, deciding where he wanted to practice. He practiced
her'e then until his death on February 13th, 1936. His widow
still lives her-e and gave me some of my information. Mr. \Vil
son was a very capable lawyer both in the office and in Court,
and represented the San1;a Fe Railroad for- many years up unti 1
his death. Of course 1 heard a great deal about him as I grew
up and got to know him eveD better after I started law prac1;ice
in 1924. As stated befor-e his partner was Richard L. Douglas
at that time, but about 1925 or 1926, Hichard L. Dou.glas left
to form his O\'ffi fi r'lll and Jack M. Randal came from Memphis to
become a partner of Mr. Wilson, and shor·tly J. I. Kilpatr'ick
came out from Cleburne to become a member of the fi rm. I twas
one of 1;h0 first rate civil finTIs in Lubboc:\j'. faY' many year-s,
and after Mr. Wilson's death in 1936, the firm continued a8
Randal and Kilpatrick until Kilpatrick's death in 1944. Jack
Randal continued to prac tice until his death about 1949 or 1950.

I have ~ot been abl0 to get much biography of Jack
~. Randal, since his wife, who still lives here, is out of town
and I do not lmo\'l "'hOD she will be bacl~. I thil~,<;: that Jacl{
came here about 192.2 to be associated wi th Percy Spencer who
Vias a practi.ei.ng l'lwyer here then, but Mr'. Spencer' died,
l"ebruary T2th, 192~. and Jack went back to MemphJ.s where he sta;f
ed until l'e came here about 1925 or 1926. He was a verJ hard
working, metnodical type of lawyer who spe,nt hours in the library
stUdying law. He did a great deal of conveyancing worl{ and
examined many abstracts which was a subsL~ntial part of the
practice in those days, but I do not think he did very much
tl'i.al work. I knew him qui te well from 1925 or 1926 un til his
death and admJ.red his ability greatly. For some reason the
Texas Bar Journal does not have h18 biography in it, however.

J. J. Dillard was a lawyer hero for man;r years, al
though not very active in the pr'aetice. He was Born in 1'.11ssiss
ippi in 1869. He came to Lubbock on August 22nd, 1896, and
was licensed to practice law in 189B. I have heard my father
tell of studying; law i.n his office some about 1899 and 1900.
Mr. DJ.llard served as County JUdge during a part of 1936 and
all of 1937 to January 1st, 1741. That was before we had any
County Courts at Law. He died February 5th, 19)~9. He establish
ed the Avalanche and started publishin~ it, but I think sold
out before long. For many years he did more real estate busi
E8SS than law prae tice, and, so far as I can recall, Vias never
in large or important cases. His son Bryan B. Dillard still



During the 1930s thel'e were a nurnber of lav/yers came
here for a short time but left after oDe, two or three years.
Among these are Calvin Henson, listed in 1930 and 1931 but
he left here about 1932 or 1933. W. H. Crunk i.s a lawyer
listed as being hel'e in 1930 and 1931, but I have no recollection
of him at all. One W. H. Gr'issom was listed in 1932 but not later.
Likewise one H. K. Harrelson was listed as a partner of G. V.
Pardue in 1932 but I find no later iisting. I do recall D. B.
Patton who came here directly out of law school about 1931 or
193? as a parkner of 'l'urner Ada,ns but he left he r'e about 193'3 or
193.4.. He left hel'e in 1933 and went to San Angelo; whAY'e I under
stand he did ouite well. However, he died there on the 1st day
of July, 1946 'when he was only 38 years of age. He had obtained
his L.L.B. and B. A. Degrees fpom the University of Arkansas and
was licensed in Texas in 1931.

Others who WAre here only a short time werB T. B. Per
kins who was here in 193L~ an:i 1935; P. A. Quota listed in 1935;
V. I" Swaim in 1938, '39 and 19L~0; L. A. Prichard in 1939; Ronald
Smallwood in 1940; Hampden Spiller in 1931 as a partner of
Richard L. Douglas; and V. L. Shurtleff in 1937. I believe Mr.
Shurtleff was a brother of Mrs. W. H. Bledsoe, but he is only
listed hel'e for one ;rear. I do not know know wllere these various
lawyers went after they left here, but of course so~e of the
Y:JunGer ones went into service durinG \V\"JII an" did not come back to
Lubbock after the War.

After having written the above, I went La the Law School
library and was able to obtain more informa tion on Vance L. Swaim.
He was'born Jan. 21st, 1911 in Foard County, I believe, and grew up
in Crowell. He attended Cumberland Universi ty, which as I mentioned
before had R short and intensive course in law, and obtained his
law degref' there in 1930 and was. admitted to practice in '.l'exas.
From 1932 to 1936 he was County Judge of Foard County, and then came
to Lubbock in 193'7 where he :r:'emained until the War. He was in the
Marines for some four years, and after the war went back to
Paducah in Cottle County to prac~ce. However, he died on May
9th, 1946, being tnen only 35 years old.

Walter F. Schenck was a well known and active lawyer
in Lubboc~{ at two different periods in its history. He was
born July 2nd, 1870 in Bosque County. He got his law degree from
the University of Texas in 1896 and practiced in Meridian from
1896 until 1909 when he came to Lubbock, whe r'e he praeticed unt.il
1918, when he moved to Mecidian wher-e he practiced from 1920
until 1926. He was District Attorney of the 18th Judici.al Dis
trict in 1923 and 1924, then District ,Judge for two years until
1926 when he ca'l1e .back here and practiced until his death in
1941 on September 2nd. He was Mayor of' Lubbock from 1914 until
1918, and our municipal li5ht plant was built during that period.
He was County Attorney of Bosque County four years in the early



pleasant man. He had twin sons, and this year at Amistad Lake
near Del Rio I ran onto one of those men, who is now a banker
in Lovington, New Mexico. As I recall he is president of the
banl{. He recoGnized me, after all these years, but I must
confess I did not reeognize him. He was familiar with l:1y tenure
as Distriet cTudtr,e, which can probably be accounted for from the
fact tha t he read the Avalar,che-Journal much mope frequently
than I ever read the Lovington paper.

W. R. Spencer was JUdge of the 72nd District Court from the time
of its creation in 1911 until his death in Januar:\T, 1923, when
Clark M. Mullican was appoint.ed I.o succeed him. At the time
of his aptJoint:nent .• ,Tudge Spencer was prac tieing in Br'ownfield,
and I think his nephew, Percy Spencer was practicing with him.
They hath moved to Lubbock shortly af~er JudGe Spencer was ap
pointed. I heard as a boy growing up, that he was a very good
Judge and that Percy Spencer was a very able lawyer. At that
time the 72nd District had ten counties, so it was a big job for the
JUdge to go around and hold court in the eight counties which
were organized. of course, one of the big jobs in those days
was trying cow thieves and an occasional murder.

SliGhtly over a year after Judge Spencer's death,
Percy Spencer died. Jack Randal had been with him a short while
before his death, but he moved back to Memphis for a oouple
of year-s before coming bacl{ here to be associated wi th Roscoe
Wilson. It was my unde!'standin(\ at the time that Percy Spencer
had a very e;ood civil pract.ice and was a very able lawyer.

Turner Adams came here in 1932, I think and except for
the war period, continued to prgctice here until hJ.s death,
which I think happened in the late forties. The first couple
of years he was here he and Del,nis Patton were partners before
Dennis moved to San Angelo, and SOGle time after the firm of
Vickers and C81-:Jpbell was dissolved, Turner beeHme a partner of
'N. W. Campbell. The Bar Journal, for some unKnown reason, has
no biography on him that I can find and my memory is not clear
on dates, so I cannot give exact dates. I do jmow that he was
a young man when he came here in 1932 and so VIas not an old man
when he died - probably not over t~o or 41. He Ivas a likeable
young man and a good lawyer.

Robert J. Allen came here about 1932 or 1933 and has
remained here ever since. About 1936 he ran for and was elected
County Attorney which position he hc,ld for sevol'al years. Later
he became JUdge of the County Court at Law and held that position
for a number of years until he finally retired. He I'las and is
a very pleasant and affable p,entleman who was well liked by the
lawyers and did an excellent job of the public positions he
held.

Since writinB the above, I ~ot Boh Allen on the phone
and got SOGle mope information to supplement l:1y memory. He was



born in October, 1894, and got his law degree from Denver
Uni versi ty in 1930 in the middle of the depression. He moved .
to Lubbock in 1932 and was elected county Attorney in 1936 taklng
office around January Is t, 1937 whePB he remained for four
years. From 1941 to 1953, he practiced law in Lubbock" and.
then succeeded James G. Denton as JUdge of the County vourt
at Law No.1, where he remained for ten years until 1963 when
he retired.

A lawyer who must be mentioned in this account is
Hugh Anderson, although he is still living and practicing, and
it is not my intention to write too much about those who have
not concluded their careers. Hugh Ander'son never went to
Law School, but is Ii ving proof of 8. theory I have had for
many years that it is what one learns aftap he starts practice
that makes a lawyer of him - or fails to. Hugh is a real good
lawyer as ever'yone knows who has r'un up against him in the court
room. I'Ihile his practice does not have any pattarn which is
diseenwble to me, he has a good practice and his clients are
well locpresented. He was licensed in 1932, and through the
years has had a nwnber of partners. Now, ·th8 firm is AndeJ'son,
Edwards and flarni ck and is one of many au t.s tar1'Jlng fi rillS in
Lubbock. It takes a lot of persistence to stUdy law and pass
the Bar examination without havin~ had any instpuction in
law classes, but Hugh Anderson knew what he vlanted and had
the pelosistencc to accom;Jlish it.

For some time I have put off writing about William
H. Evans (Teeny to many of his friends of which he had a host).
Bill Evans came her·e in 1929 after having gradl;ated from the
Law School at the University of Texas. His father was Super
intendent of Schools at Uvalde as he grew up and his mother
was likewise a teacher. His two sisters both taught school,
too, and Bill taught school at Graham one year before he got
his law degree. Even t.hen he was younger than most when he
graduated. Wnen he firs~ came here, he was associated a while
with the firm of Bledsoe, Crenshaw and Dupree, he was assistant
County Atton~y for two or three years. For the year 1933, he
was a partner with Tnomas B. Duggan, Jr., and me under the
finn name of Bean, Duggan and Evans. We dissolved the firm in
1934 so that 'l'om Duggan and I could go wi th my father, but
in 193.5, Tom Duggan left the finn &nd about 1937, Bill Evans
became my partner again, and was a partner continuously, with
various other partners, until 1955 when I left the firm to
become a Distr'let JUdge. Mr. Klett, the senior member of the
finn, was killed in October of that year in an automobile wreck,
and Evans continued to head the firm of Evans, Pha.pr, 'l'rout s.n'.!
Jones until his death on March 27th, 1970. When Texas Tech opened
in 1925, Bill Evans father was head of the Department of Education
and Psychology for a number of ;rears. Bill Evans was always deep
ly Inter'ested in educati.on and was a member of the State Board of
Education from 1961 until his death. During the war he was in



the Air Force for nearly four years, but was not a flyin~ officer.
He was sent to China for about a year and was awarded medals by
Lhe Chinese Government. He served upon the Lubbock Independent
School District Board from 194-7 to J.911.9. Of cour,se in my opinion
he was an ag'~ressive and able attorney, and the fact that he was
my partner for some 10 or 19 yoars indicates both my fee line;
of trust and friendship for him and my faith in his ability as
a lawyer.

During the summer of 1930, while I was still County
JUdge, I formed·a partlJership wi th 'l'homas B. Duggan, Jr., and
as soon as I got out of office, I went back into thc practice.
Tom Duggan had graduated from S.M.U. Law School iE 1930. He
Vias one of my partne rs un ti 1 s orne time in 1935. Tom was a
good student of law and very thorough in what he did, but did
not want to become a trial lawyer, beini; content to handle of
fice practice. He is not very active now, I am informed, be
cause of having had a heart attack a few years ago and is
retired although still maintaining an office.

Most lawyers who are practicing here now will not re
call that either in 1929 or 1930, Herbert C. Martin, now of
Amarillo, was here as Assistant County Attorney for a few
~onths or perhaps a year. He then moved to Lictlefield in
Lamb County, and later ran for and was elected to the Court of
Civil Appeals at Amarillo wher-e he served one term of six
years. Since then he has practiced in Amarillo.

James H. Milam is another lawyer I have put off wri ting
about, partly because he is still active and heads the largest
fi nn in LUbbock, but also, perhaps, because I have such high
admiration for him my prejudice is likely to show. As every
practicing lawyer knovls, a Soad lawyer may be an expert in ono
field of the lavJ but almost an amateur, or at least have no
confidence in himself in another field, but in my opinion Jim
Milam ce.n come as near being an expert in every field of law
as anyone I ever knew. Further, while most lawyers are rather
careful to observe the ethics of the profession, I know of no
one who is mor'e conscientious about that matter. As stated be
fore, Jim I s fa the I' was a lawye r and ,Judge of the 50th Di s tric t
Court from 1916 until his death in JUly 1927. Jim finished at
the U. 'r. Law School and came to Lubbock in 1935. He went to
work for the fina of Bledsoe, Crenshaw and Dupree, and after
Senator Bledsoe's death, wor~ted with the firm of Crenshaw & Dupree

'lntil January 1st, 1940 when he became a partner. He served during
WWII and was wounded while overseas and spent some time in the
hospital. After the war he went back to work and has been at it
ever since. As everyone who knows him will VOllCh for, he is
one of the mos~ pleasant and kindly men, itha3 ever been my
pleasure to know.



From about 1938 on there have been a great. many lawyers
come to Lubbock, or who were raised here, went to Law School and
then came back here. Some few of them are dead, but most of them
are still practicing law here. Because this account of the
Lubbock Bar has gotten much longer than I originally intended for
it to be, and I still must add to it what I can find out about
the lawyers who pra.cticed here from 1891 up until 1924 when
I started, I will not try to CO!lffiler.t upon them at any length.

I should mention Chas. Matthews who came he re after
graduating from Law School and practiced for two or three years
before the War. After the War he did not come back to Lubbock,
but held various public offices, serving upon the Railroad Commis
sion and ol.her public Boards. He is now a District Judee at
Austin.

Among the lawyers who came here or started here in
the late thirties or early forties are Ralph Brock, J. Orville
Smith, S. P. Boling, Robert Porter, John and Sam Steele (dec'd)
Lloyd Croslin, who wa~ a partner of the writer for a couple of
years durini:; the war, and was later District Attorney of this
County fo~ several yea~s. Lloyd Croslin died in 1960, however,
while still a young mRn. "lmer V. East also came here about
1937. He is an expert upon municipal bonds, and was a trust
officer at the Lubbock National Bank foY' many ye:lrs, bllt 1.3
now in Lhe practice.

B. B. Chappell came here about 1937 and was practicing
herE: when he died. His son Byron Chappell still practices heY'G.
C. R. Carpenter was hore for several years before and after the
VIaI' but moved away. George S. Bond, who was county JUdge of
Crosby County at one time, I think, has been here since about
1937. James H. Ki®nel and MauPon T. Key were partners before
the war and perhaps for a short time afterward. A. V. Weaver, Jr.,
practiced law here for several years durin~ the thirties, but as
I recall did not go back into active practice after the war.
S. E. Marbut came here about 1933 and has been here since. He
served as County Attorney for a period in the early forties,
during the war. He is still here.

Charles L. Cobb graduated from Law School and came
back here in the late thirties. He still practices here in
the fir~ of McWhorter, Cobb and Johnson, one of the fine firms
which Lubbock now has.

Now that I have written about most of the lawyers
whom I have known through the years and who prac ticed here from
1924 until about 1940, I will try to find out what I can about
the lawyers who were here and pl"acticed from 1891 vlhen Lubbock
County was oreanized up until ]924 when I started. Some of



In order to make this report more complete, while
trying to find out what 1 could about the lawyers I can remember,
some of whom came here about 19013 or 1909, when Lubbock was
first served with a railr~ad, I have ~one back and looked at
the file do~ket in the District Court or this county after it
was first organized in 1891, and also 1 have looked at the papers
on file in some of the first County Court cases which were filed
in this county. Cause No.1 fi.led in the District Court of
this county was filed by an attorney by the nMle of W. F. Hendrix.
Apparently he was one of the first attorneys to file suits here
who lived here. I have no history of where he came from nor how
long he Ii 'led here, al thou;h I believe his name appears from time
to time as attorney in suits filed up until about the turn of
the century.

I have heretofore mentioned John R. McGee who was
County JUdge here for several 't°enns from time to time and whose
name appears in the directories as an attorney here up until
about 1939 or 19~oO. He was practicin~ here as early as 1903
at least and for a time was a partner of George L. Beaty, who
must have come here about 1897 since his name appears on both
the District Court docket and the county court from about that
time on. I have some slight recollection of George L. Beaty
when I was a boy. About 19013 or 1909, his home was on what is
now 16th street between Avenue L. and Ave. M. At that time
almos t eve ryone t s home cove red a t leas t a half block. He had
a big windmill and a big tank of water - dirt tank with the
sides built up some thr'ee or four feet above the ground. I
recall the tank qUite well because when I was a boy about ten
or eleven years of a~e, one cold winter day the tank was frozen
over and with several other boys, the ice looked quite inviting
to me, so I ventured out on it. I had misjudged the strength
of the ice as it brokp qn1 I fell through, getting wet up to
!TlJ' waist. Since we lived only a 11 ttle over a block away at
that time at the corner of 16th and Avenue N, it did not tal<e me
long to get horne and into dry clothes.

1 do not know how long Mr. Beaty lived and have found
nothing to tell me, but he must have died between 191~ and
1920. He must have come to Lubbock about 11396 or 18S 7 because
his n~~e appears as an attorney in suits filed as early as
11397.

The first suit filed in the District Court of Lubbock
County was filed on June 17th, 1891 and was a sui t for debt.
W. F. Hendrix was the attorney for the plaintiff, J. D. Caldwell,
who was a merchant here and had his store on the west side of
the square on what isno~J Te):as ilvenue. Other attoor'neJ's appearing
on the dockets from 1891 to 1900 are W. C. Iknderson and Joe E.
Rosson, but I have found nothing of a biographical nature on
ei the l' of them.



From 1891 when the county was organized until 1901,
a period of ten years there were only about a dozen county court
cases filed and most of those were either suits on noces or
suits to collect for pasturage for cattle. The pleadings were
always in long hand, and I noticed that even the minutes in
the District Court were copied in long hand until about 1912.
There were many more suits filed in the District Court than
in the County Court, dudng those years, but B. great number of
the District Court cases were filed by the state of ~exas for
possession of land, I would suppose against either squatters
or people who had undertaken to ta~e up the land and buy it
from the State but had defaulted. A peculiar thing about those
District Court cases is that they were mostly styled "J. S.
Hogg, Gover-nor of the Stat.e of 'J'exas"ver'sus some defendant, anJ
the docket notations on the nature of the suit was that it was
If'rrespass u •

An 631'1:'7 sui t from the County Cour1- wa:;; of some inter-
est to me. It was filed in 1901 and was styled Lake Tomb and Company
'Is. Copeland et 81. Its number was /;'12. Beaty~, McGee Viere at··
torneys for the plaintiff and J. J. Dillard and E. jlf:. Overshin6r
vlere attorneys for the defendant. Lake 'l'omb and Company which
was a partnership en3a~ed in the cattle business, apparently had
leased a lar~e area in the southwest part of Lubbock County,
the southeast part of Hockley County, the Northeast part of
Terry County and the Northwest part of Lynn County, for grazinG
purposes, from the state of 'l'exas. Apparently the defendant
Copeland had undertaken to purchase 8 section in the middle of
the ranch from the State and had entered upon the section, built
a house and "bored" a well. He also turned loose some 30 head
of horses and n dozen cattle in the ranch. The plaintiff was
suing to obtain possession and recover dama.:;,es fronl tile defend&nt.
The case was tried before a jury in County Court and resulted in
a verdict for the defendant. The plaintiff appealed to the Court
of Civil Appeals at Fort Worth, and, although all of t~e pleadings,
bills of exceptions and Court's charge were in long hand, the
plaintiff's brief on appeal was printed. The case vias reversed,
partly upon the Court1s charge, and then was settled. The ap-
peal appears at Vol 72, page 99 of the Southwestern Reporter,
original. The County JUdge at the time was W. D. Crump who
was a farmer and rancher here. His son Bob Crump and some other
of his children, still live here.

This ~il1 probably be as good time as any to go into
the history of tho Distr-ict Courts of Lubbock County up to
1925. I have alr'eady covered most of the history since then.

In 1881 the Legislature created the 34th JUdicial Dis
trict of 'i'exas and Lubbodc C;ounty, amon,,; several others, was
attached to Baylor' County for judicial purposes by that law.
However, since the county villa nOL organized, no court was held
in the county until 1891. In 1884, another' law attached Lubboc]{



County to the 30th JUdicial Distr1ct. In 1891, which was the
year Lubbock County was organized, the 50th JUdicial District
was organized and it covered eight oi'ganized counties extending
fr'om Baylor County on the east to Lubbock County on the west,
and six unorganized counties lying north, west and south of
Lubbock. In 1893 the Legislature passed another law clarifying
the creation of' the Di.str-ict and providinG for appointment of
a JUdge and District Attorney. There was apparently some
question about the 1891 law because the Governor had allowed it
to become law without his signature.

In any event Lubbock County remained a part of the
50th JUdicial District of ~'exas until ]')05 when the 6)~th JUdicial
Distr-ict was created and Lubbock County became a part of that
District where it remained until 1911 vlhen the ',2nd JUdicial
District was created. As long as Lubbock County remained in
the 50th District, the JUdge always lived in Seymour, I believe,
and held court in Lubbock a couple of times a year. In many
ways the Court might well have been called a Circuit Court, since
the Judge had to travel from County to County to hold court,
and since he held court in some ten counties, that involved a
lot of travel. Further, travel was usually by buggy so with a
District 150 miles long east and west and 60 or 80 miles wide
north and south, the JUdge must not have had much time at home.

Incidentally, the father of Jar:les H. talam, one of
the most active lawyers in Lubbock now, was elected JudGe of
the 50th District Court in 1916 and was the Judse in several
cOlli1ties while Jim l\"ilam was Growing up.

The 64th District, when it was organized in 1905,
contained eight organized counties and three unorganized counties.
I believe tba t while Lubbock County was in that district, the
JUdge always lived at Plainview.

I have already mentioned that at the time of its creation
the 72nd District Court, it contained eight organized counties
and two unorganized counties. However, I find that there was
an error in that statement, in that Gaines County was not then
in the 72nd District and there were only seven or'ganized counties,
towi t: Crosby, Garza, Lynn, Dawson, Yoa){um, 'l'erry and Lubbock,
and the two unorgs_nized counties of HocJdey and Cochran. Also,
I have heretofore mentioned that in 1925, the l06th JUdicial
District was created, composed of Garza, Lynn, 'l'er'ry, Yoakum,
Gaines and Dawson counties, and only the four counties of Lubbock,
CY-osby, Hockley and Cochran were included in the 72nd District.
The latter two counties had been organi 7 ed by that time.

The old files in the County Court show that a suit was
filed in the Count:,' ConTt, /,'-::'.2, or, ,fcnuary 9t.h, 1')03 which



lists "Burkholder and Benson" as attomeY1J for the plaintiff.
Whether Burkholder ever lived here or not, I do not know, but
I do not recall of having heard of him when I was a boy.
However, the filin0 of the suit does indicate that W. D. Benson,
of whom I have written in earlier parts of this account, was
here as early as 1903.

James R. Robinson was an early day lawyer in Lubbock,
but I have noL been able to find any bioGraphical sketch or
other history of him. However, at least as early as 1907 he
was practicinc; In,7 here becauso the District Court docket shows
his name in several sui.ts. He probably was here before that
and prac ti ced a nu;,;]be l' of years. I think he was s Li 11 ae ti ve
at least as late as 1912, because his name a;>pears as represent
ing the appellant in the case of Robinson v. Belt, 151 SW 598,
which went up from LUbbock in 1912. I believe that Jim Hobin30n,
Jr. who was oDe of the defendants in thatJ~uit, was one of his
sons. If I am not mistaken Jim riobinson/I'IE~ '1:ax-assessor
Collector of Wichita Crnlnty as late as the middle fifties.

As I have sLated before, I have not done extensive
research on ~he lawyers who have practiced here, particularly
just; before and after 1900, but I believe p8rhaps VI. F. Hendr;ix
was one of the e~rliest, then Geo. L. Beaty in the late 90s
and of course J. J. Dillard Vias Ucensed by that time and did
some practice. John R. r!icGee came here shortly after the turn
of' the century and did some pr'actice for nearly forty years.
Also, H. C. Ferguson was here at least by 1906 because in that
year he filed Cause No. 320 in the District Court, styled M. G.
Abernathy vs. W. P. Florence for specific perfonna.nce of a
contract. I think I r-ecall having heard of H. C. Ferguson as
late as 1915 or 1916, but I can find no bio~raphical sketch.
Incidentally, I might mention that I recall W. P. Florence,
a little, in that he was a fanner in this county somel'lhere in
the neighborhood of Slaton, and is credited with having grown
the first bale of cotton ever grown in Lubbock County, and I heard
that he had to haul it to Colorado City to be ginned. That must
have been about 1901 or 1902, because there Vias a gin here as
early as 1907 or 1908.

The Santa F'e railroad built into Lubbock in 1909, and
of course the fact that it was coming was known for two or three
years before tha t. Consequently, in 1908 and 1909, a number a!'
young lawyers came here, SUch as Roscoe Wilson, J. E. Vickers,
E. L. hlett and perhaps othc,rs who did not remain here. W. D.
Puckett must have come here a year or two earlier, and I think
Fred Pearce must have come here about that time.



Since writing the above, I note that at least two
attorneys who were here in 1928 have been omitted and they
are Hill Stewart and J. M. Marshall. I knew them both but
since most of my work was in real estate law and they de~lt

principally with criminal cases and divorces and things of that
kind, I was not inti~ately acquainted with either. I do re
call them both since they were here several years, and Hill
stewart was here as late as 1938. However 1 have been unable
to locate any biographical information on either. However,
when I knew them, both were middle aged men, so both had,
no doubt, practiced at other places before coming to Lubbock.

There may be others whom I have overlooked. If so,
I assure anyone who may be interested that it was unintention
al.

It is my hope that no one will criticize the typing
in this account very much because I have had to do it all my
self, not having any secretary to type it for me. Also I have
written most of it only one time, except that I have erased some
dates and substituted others where I found I had made a mistal{e.

October 13th, 1971.



SUPPLEMENT

October 14th, 1971.

I closed my account of the history of lawyers in
Lubbock yesterday and today I am reminded of two more lawyers
who practiced here about two years beginning ei ther in 1924 or 1925.
They are Robert F. HiGgins and Garland A. Woodward, both of
whom were associated with Senator W. H. Bledsoe for about a
year after they came here and then practiced as a partnership
approximately another year.

After Robert F. Higgins left here he went back to
Marlin where he had started his practice after he was admitted
to the Bar in 1914, and stayed in Marlin until 1931, when he
moved to Tyler for a year or more. Then he went to Houston
with the legal staff of Humble Oil & Refining Company, where
he remained until his death on January 3rd, 1949. He was one of
the leading attorneys for Humble for seventeen years until his
death at the age of 57, since he was born in 1891.

Garland A. Woodward was the father of our present
Federal District JUdge, Halbert O. Woodward. The latter is
at least the third generation of attorneys in the family for
JUdge J. O. Woodward, the father of Garland A. Woodward and
Grandfather of Halbert O. Woodward was a prominent attorney
in Coleman, Texas for many years. Garland A. Woodward was
born August 6th, 1891 at Coleman and died March 6th, 1949.
He was admitted to the Bar in 1913 after having attended Vander
bilt University and studied law in his father's law office.
He came to Lubbock about 192~. or 1925 and was associated wi th
Sen. W. H. Bledsoe and Robert F. Higgins for about a year before
Woodward and Higgins withdrew to form their own partnership
which continued to practice here about a year before they both
left. I think that Garland Woodward went to Big Spring where
he remained until 1937 when he joined the legal staff of the
Federal Land Bank of Houston and remained there until 1944 when
he returned to Coleman where he remained until his death.

It might be of interest to know that JUdge Halbert O.
Woodward, our present Federal District JUdge, first started to
school in Lubbock in the old K. Carter School on Avenue Q,
in Lubbock.



October 21st, 1971

SECOND SUPPLEMENT

When I ended the original remarks concerning lawyers
of Lubboc~ County who practiced between 1891 and 1940, I said
that there were, no doubt, some whose names I had omitted be
cause of a faUlty memory. Yesterday a name occurred to me
of a lawyer who was quite prominent in the practice here from
1913 until 1940 when he died. That person was R. A. B~ldwin
of Slaton.

R. A. Baldwin was born January 2nd, 1885, and attended
two Universities in the western part of the country, the last
being the University of New Mexico. After leaving school, he
worked for five years upon a newspaper at Clovis, New Mexico,
and I think that he was the editor a part of that time. I
have not been able to determine how he. acqUired his legal educa
tion but he was licensed as a lawyer in Texas in 1913 and from
that date until his death on October 2nd, 1940, he practiced
law with his office in Slaton. He was a member of the Legislature
of Texas from 1918 until 1924, an important period in the history
of this county. He was a co-author. of the bill which created
Texas 1'ecllnological College, now Texas Te ch Unl ve rsi ty and was,
of course instrumental in getting it located at Lubbock.

When I think back, I recall Mr. Baldwin quite well,
although, so far as I can recall, we were never adversaries in
a law suit. I recall him as an able, dignified ::md conscientious
lawyer, who ably represented his clients. I do recall, also,
that his pleadings in lawsui ts were qui t'e long and detailed,
much more so than most lawyers then or now. Whether that Vias
because of his newspaper experience, I cannot say. In any event,
he was a good lawyer and had a distinguished career, at one time
being an important part of the Lubbock County Bar.

One of his daughters still lives here, being the wife
of one of our present City Councilmen, Jack Baker. He had another
daughter and a son, Garriott T. Baldwin who was admitted to the
bar in 1940 and practiced law at Slaton until his ear>ly death
on February 20th, 1944. He was a graduate of Cumberland Law School
in 1938 and was at one time city attor~ey for the city of Slaton.
The son was born in 1916 and died in 1944, so he died quite young.
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