
Tech law grad appointed 
to· Texas Supreme Court 

By Kelly Gooch/ 
The University Daily 

Judge Phil Johnson is the first 
Texas Tech School of Law graduate to 

be appointed by the governor to the 
Supreme Court of Texas. 

Johnson's confirmation date to go 
in front of the state senate Judicial 
Appointment Review committee is 
April 4. 

After a state senate committee 
approves Johnson, the state senate 
will vote on whether he should be 
approved for the Supreme Court of 
Texas. , 

IfJohnson is approved, he would be 
sworn into his new position the week 
of April1l. 

Gov. Rick Perry appointed John
son, the chief justice of the 17th 
District Court of Appeals in Amarillo, 
on March 15 in the Tech School of 
Law courtroom. 

Brian Shannon'; associate dean . 
of the law school, said Johnson is an 

outstanding judge and well regarded 
by law practitioners and judges. 

Shannon said Johnson's appoint
ment to the Supreme Court of Texas 
demonstrates that Tech Law School 
graduates are up there with the best. 

" (It is) a high honor that Judge 
Johnson has been appointed," he said. 
"It's a great day for the law school that 
Gov. Perry came to our courtroom." 

Brian Quinn, justice on the 7'h 
District Court of Appeals in Amarillo, 
has worked with Johnson for several 
years on the court. 

Quinn said h~ believes Johnson is 
well prepared for the new position on 
the Texas Supreme Court. 

"He got a good education at the 
law school," he said 

Johnson is prepared because he has 
a good mind and is studious, Quinn 
said, qualities required in a judge. 

"He has a good feel for the law," 
Quinn said. "I think he'll do a tre-
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mendous job." 
When a Tech student succeeds; his 

achievement reflects positively on the 
university, Quinn said. 

"It is always good to have alumni 
reach high positions (and for them) to ' 
succeed in their field," he said. 

If a judge wants to be appointed to 
the Texas Supreme Court, they must 
first fill out a lengthy application, Quinn 
said. Then, the judge is appointed by 
the governor and must go before the 
state senate in order to be approved for 
the position. 

"(The application process is) convinc
ing other people that you're a gOOd candi
date, (so) it's a lot of work," Quinn said. 

After' the state senate approves the 
candidate, he begins the new position. 

Johnson said he expressed interest 
in serving on the Texas Supreme Court 
before being appointed. Before he was 
appointed, the applicants for the position 
were reduced to a certain number and a 
selected few were chosen by the governor, 
he said. . 

"You let the governor know (about the 
applicant's interest), and it's the governor's 
decision, (so,) it is a pretty closely held 
process," Johnson said. 

Johnson will be one of eight justices 
on the Texas Supreme Court. 
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