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INTRODUCTION 

Charles Armor Guy, whose newspaper career spanned 

more than a half century, has made untold contributions to 

the profession of journalism. Since nearly all of those 

working years were spent as editor of the Lubbock Avalanche-

Journal, Guy's contributions naturally affected the growing 

community where he has lived and labored since 1924. 

Guy's personal style of journalism illustrates how 

an editor can come to symbolize "empire building" in the 

community. Epitomized in the daily column, "The Plainsman," 

which he wrote for more than forty years, a fascinating era 

of Lubbock's growth unfolds through the eyes of the con

scientious editor who became the self-appointed watchdog of 

city development. 

The editor candidly admits his membership in what he 

terms "the Lubbock mafia," those men who came to be known 

as the "Empire Builders." Guy also recognizes that this 

term has not always been spoken in respectful tones by the 

citizenry. But he frequently took on the mighty as well as 

the many citizens of Lubbock whenever, in his not-so-humble 

opinion, the future of his community was at stake. 

From the day he and some of his buddies signed up for 

a high school journalism course "to get an easy credit," 
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until today, his interest in and involvement with the news

paper business have been equalled only by his interest in 

the city which he chose to call home. 

The purpose of this work is threefold: 

1) to chronicle the life of Chas. A. Guy, the man, 

who preferred that his name be abbreviated in that manner 

when it appeared in print; 

2) to describe the career of CAG, the journalist, 

whose initials became the symbol of authority to all who 

worked with him professionally; and 

3) to examine the aspects of his brand of journalism 

that contributed co the "empire building" image of "Charlie" 

Guy, as he was known to the legions of readers in his com-

mimity, whether they were detractors or supporters of the 

controversial editor. 



PART I 

CHAS. A. GUY: THE MAN 



CHAPTER I 

THE FORMATIVE YEARS 

When Charles Armor Guy was born March 30, 1902, in 

Baltimore, Maryland, to Charles Adams Guy and the former 

Jenny Wooldridge Armor, the occasion was well marked by his 

father. 

An auditor for the B6eO Railroad, the elder Guy 

promptly went out and got drunk, then went to his office 

and danced on his desk in celebration of the event. The 

proud father was just as promptly fired from his position, 

and "to my knowledge, my father never again had a drink of 

hard liquor," Guy said. 

The incident, however, triggered a chain of events 

that eventually took the Guy family across the country--to 

early schooling for young Charles in Kentucky, then later 

to Oklahoma, and finally to Lubbock, Texas, where he has 

spent the majority of his life. 

After the elder Guy's abrupt termination from the 

B6cO, he landed a job with Standard Oil. The younger Guy 

was in the first grade when his father was transferred to 

"^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Lub
bock, Tex., Sept. 6, 1976. 
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Georgetown, Kentucky. He was moved to the second grade in 

Georgetown "because Baltimore schools were so far ahead." 

In Georgetown the Guys lived near two old spinsters, 

the Wooldridge sisters, who befriended the young boy and 

often took him riding in their surrey. Coincidentally 

Guy's grandfather. Major George F. Armor, had been head of 

the Union forces that occupied Georgetown during the Civil 

War. Major Armor was quartered in that same Wooldridge 

home during the occupation and apparently became involved 

with one of the young Wooldridge girls. After the death 

of Guy's mother, Guy found among her private papers passion

ate letters from one of the Wooldridge sisters to Major 

Armor. Since then Guy has always referred to his grand

father Armor as "The Saintly Major," because he had been 

active in the Presbyterian Church and held up to the family 

as an example for all to follow. Guy roars with laughter 

at the thought of "The Saintly Major" being involved with 

one of the Wooldridge sisters and later naming his own 
3 

daughter after her. 

The other members of the family were horrified at 

Guy's sense of humor which found such a family scandal 

amusing. Both his grandfather Armor and his grandfather 

Dixon Guy were elders in the Presbyterian Church. In 

•̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. "̂ Ibid. 
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addition, Guy says that his grandfather Guy was a respected 

tailor, considered the best dressed man in Northeast Balti

more. 

I can still see him, dressed to perfection, sport
ing his "muttonchop" whiskers, walking to Faith 
Presbyterian Church each Sunday morning. But I 
noticed that all the Guy men have worn their hats 
just slightly tilted to the right, leading me to 
believe that there was a little rakishness in all 
of them.l 

From Georgetown the Guys moved to Lawrenceville, 

Illinois, the original site of the Havoline Oil Refinery. 

Because of the oil boom, living accommodations were limited; 

therefore, Mrs. Guy and young Charles returned to Baltimore, 

where he spent his third school year. As soon as the elder 

Guy could find a place for his family to stay, they 

returned to Lawrenceville. 

In 1912 another refinery was organized, and a new 

plant was built in Sand Springs, near Tulsa, Oklahoma. The 

elder Guy became chief auditor for this refinery, and the 

family moved again, to the new site. 

Guy's recollections of Tulsa in the boom days of 1912 

to 1919 include facts and people who happened to capture 

the youngster's attention or imagination. For instance, he 

points out that at one time, there were more Rolls Royces 

in Tulsa than in any place in the world outside of London; 

^Ibid. 



and that one oil baron was reported to be making $76,000 

a day during the summer months. 

After Guy began writing "The Plainsman" column, an 

occasional news item would stir other memories of the days 

in Tulsa. One such item was a story in 1966 speculating 

that the electric automobile might soon make a comeback. 

In his column Guy referred to the article and noted that as 

a teenager in Tulsa he saw many of these autos, all driven 

by women as some sort of a family status S3rmbol. Referring 

to Tulsa in that era as "the richest city per capita in the 

whole, wide world," Guy added a personal note: 

Every once in a while, a girl in our crowd 
wangled her mother's electric and then took some 
of us for a ride. Two people could sit on each 
seat, facing each other, two looking out the 
front (including the driver, thank heaven!) and 
the other two out the back.2 

Another special memory that stood out in Guy's mind 

was his encounter with William Cody, the famous "Buffalo 

Bill." As a young man, Guy had a regular route delivering 

the Saturday Evening Post, his first brush with "journal

ism. " The Post, which was shipped in through the Ipdian 

Trading Company, arrived at 6 A.M. on Thursdays. It was 

Guy's practice to pick up his magazines and go to downtown 

Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St. 
Lubbock, Tex., Sept. 8, 1976. 

2 
"The Plainsman,'' Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Dec. 13, 

1966, sec. 2, p. 12. 
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Tulsa to sell a few on the street before starting his 

regular route. One morning he was walking toward the old 

Tulsa Hotel when he saw a slightly unsteady "Buffalo Bill" 

maneuvering down the street, apparently just finished with 

an all-night poker game. Guy approached the celebrity, 

and "Buffalo Bill" not only bought a Post from the boy but 

also gave him a silver dollar and told him to keep the 

change. It was an incident that thrilled the youngster 

and continued to thrill him even after he became an adult. 

When he was ten years old, Guy was earning fifty 

cents a day feeding horses. By the age of twelve he was 

delivering a paper route all year with an additional job in 

the summer moving heavy equipment at a Tulsa warehouse. 

By the time he was thirteen Guy had entered the oil 

business as an office boy for the burgeoning Sinclair Oil 

Company of Tulsa. He started off making eight dollars a 

week, but soon got his "big break." He became office boy 

for old Harry Sinclair himself with a raise to twelve dol

lars a week. 

Guy describes Sinclair as a buccaneer, tougher than a 
2 

boot, who did not allow anyone the luxury of a mistake. 

Every day Sinclair had lunch at his desk. One of Guy's 

^Interview with Charles A, Guy, 3509 43rd St., 
Lubbock, Tex., Sept. 8, 1976. 

^Ibid. 



duties was to pick up and deliver the lunch--always a 

chicken salad sandwich and a pint of milk. With the apti

tude for observation considered essential for the good 

newspaperman, Guy noted that he never saw Sinclair "show 

his liquor," but that he never saw him without a drink. He 

kept a bottle in his desk drawer at all times. 

Guy's parents insisted that he work, even as a small , 

boy, and he turned his money over to them, receiving an 

allowance in return. His father saved the bulk of the earn

ings for his son and presented the savings to him years 

later. Guy was always proud of the fact that when he 

arrived in Lubbock, Texas, in 1924 he had more than $900 
2 

saved to start his new life. 

From his early years Guy has random recollections of 

his father. He recalls that the elder Guy was a "whiz" at 

math, astoionding him with such feats as multiplying large 

numbers in his head and giving the answers as quickly as a 

calculator. Guy also remembers that his father could play 

the piano by ear. He adds, "You could whistle any tune, 

even over the phone, and he could go to the piano and play 

it."-̂  

Guy's later image of his father was that of being 

someone he could rely on: "I have always visualized my 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid 
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father as having one hand in his pocket, to help me out if 

I needed it, and the other arm around my shoulder." 

^Ibid. 



CHAPTER II 

THE DAYS IN OKLAHOMA 

As a typical high school student, young Charles Guy 

was all for it when some of his buddies talked him into 

signing up for a journalism course to get an easy credit. 

Unlike most of the others, however, Guy was hooked and soon 

landed a job as a sports writer for the Tulsa World. 

After his graduation from Central High School in Tulsa in 

1919, Guy enrolled as a journalism major at the University 

of Oklahoma. Although the university did not offer a jour

nalism degree in those days, Guy was able to major in Eng

lish and specialize in journalism with a view toward 

2 

receiving a B. A. degree with a certificate in journalism. 

The personable young freshman was elected by the stu

dent body to serve on the Publications Board, a position to 

which he was re-elected his remaining three years in col

lege. In the meantime, he pledged and became a member of 

Phi Gamma Delta social fraternity and was selected to mem

bership in Sigma Delta Chi, men's professional journalism 

fraternity. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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Guy served first as sports editor, then as editor 

of The Sooner, OU's yearbook, and also worked for the col

lege newspaper. Some years later he referred to one of his 

college newspaper experiences in a "Plainsman" column in 

which he was endorsing the idea of compulsory military train

ing for students at Texas Tech in 1935. "The Plainsman" 

urged such training "in spite of the fact that I almost got 

kicked out of the University of Oklahoma for writing a 

signed page-one editorial against it, mainly because I was 

too lazy to want to drill." 

Guy added, "I'm older now, and let's hope wiser, hence 
2 

the change in feeling." 

The Plainsman's views on what apparently was a vola

tile issue of those pre-war days drew a long, irate letter 

from an anonymous Tech student a few days later. X̂ ith a 

fairness that was typical of the conduct of his newspaper, 

"The Plainsman" printed the letter in its entirety even 

though unsigned letters to the editor generally are not 
3 

printed by a newspaper. 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 29, 
1935, p. 4. 

2 
In direct quotations from newspaper articles or 

"The Plainsman" column, newspaper style in punctuation, 
abbreviations, etc., will be followed, as it originally 
appeared in print. 

3 
"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 2, 

1935, p. 8. 
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Attracting controversy seemed to be a professional 

trademark of Guy from the outset. When he became editor 

of The Sooner, one of his first duties was to see about the 

letting of the contract on the printing and engraving of 

the yearbook. At that time the editor and the business 

manager of the publication received a percentage of the 

profit as a gratuity. Guy's long-time friend from high 

school and college, Dorrance Roderick, had been editor the 

year before and had gone to work for a company that did 

engraving in Wichita, Kansas. One of Roderick's competi

tors, who had tried before and failed to get the contract, 

made an offer to Guy and his business manager, Dave Parks. 

However, they felt that Roderick's company offered the best 

deal for the publication and awarded the contract accord

ingly. As it turned out, the competitor was a close friend 

of the governor and several other Oklahoma politicians. His 

claim that Guy and Parks had "sold out" to Roderick created 

a furor, making nearly all the newspapers in Oklahoma. As 

a result, the disciplinary dean at the university suspended 

both Guy and Parks. 

"At the time OU was trying to get money for a new 

journalism school," Guy recalled. "And the incident ruined 

that. But the dean reinstated us in school when the whole 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept 8, 
1976. 
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story came to light and it was learned that we had, done 

nothing wrong. My father bought me a new watch for being 

honest." 

Guy apparently weathered the remainder of his senior 

year successfully enough that he wanted to stay on the year

book staff another year. To do this, he decided to remain 

in college an extra year by flunking math, a subject he had 

always despised anyway. In spite of his plan, Guy's father 

objected to his failing anything, and told him to pass math. 

In the meantime Guy had missed half of the classes in this 

subject, but his professor told him that if he made a pass

ing grade on the final examination, she would not flunk 

him. He hired a math tutor and managed to get through the 
2 

course. Guy was graduated, on schedule, in 1923. 

Guy actually had begun his newspaper career in 1917 

as a sports reporter for the Tulsa World, while still a 

high school student. During his four years of college he 
3 

was a play-by-play "stringer" for the Daily Oklahoman. He 

reported the OU football games by a system that featured 

one man on a typewriter and one man transmitting on the 

wire. He also launched his broadcast journalism career as 

-̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. 

A "stringer" is someone who does not actually work 
in the newspaper office, but submits stories regularly for 
pay. 
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an OU student. The university had put in a radio station 

as a teaching tool--not a commercial station, but part of 

the curriculum. While Guy was in the Press Box doing one 

of his ticker tape play-by-play transmissions of an OU 

football game, someone from the station put a microphone 

in front of him, and he began broadcasting. 

"I doubt if even ten people heard it," Guy said. 

"But anyway, when I started doing baseball play-by-play in 
2 

Lubbock several years later, I came in as an 'expert'." 

Between Guy's junior and senior years at OU he got a 

job with Edgar Bronson, owner of the El Reno American, con-
3 

sidered one of the finest weekly newspapers in the nation. 

After Guy's graduation from the university, he was offered 

a job with the Daily Oklahoman by Walter M. Harrison, for 

whom Guy had worked as a college correspondent. The offer 

turned out to be the first of several job offers Guy would 

receive from Harrison over the years, but Guy opted to 

return to El Reno. However, Guy always refers to Harrison 

as "the finest, best newspaperman, writer, executive and 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Lub
bock, Tex,, Sept. 8, 1976. 

^Ibid. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 4, 
1954, sec. 2, p. 2. 
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idea man I ever knew . . . a managing editor who drove, 

'drove, drove!" 

Guy chose to work for Bronson, whom he also respected, 

because he anticipated a better chance for advancement. He 

soon had the chance to become a city editor, instead of a 

mere reporter, by transferring to another of Bronson's 

enterprises, the Bristow Record, forty-five miles south of 

Tulsa. The result of that decision was not a happy one, 

and Guy always refers to Bristow as "the den of Ali Babba" 

--he and six other bachelors sharing a house and operating 

much of the time on credit as they tried to keep up with 

the "social life" of this hard-drinking, crime-ridden oil 
3 

boom town for several months. 

During this time Guy received an offer to go to work 

on a newspaper in Albany, Oregon. He gave notice to Bron

son in December and said goodbye to Bristow. He had every 

intention of working his way on the circuit followed by 

every young reporter who wanted to make the big time in 

those days. 

Back then, you headed west to "make it" in the 
newspaper business. First, the West Coast, then 
hopefully to L.A. or San Francisco; then work your 
way back east, Denver, maybe, then Chicago, and 
finally, if you were good enough, New York.-̂  

•'•Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept. 
8, 1976 

^Ibid. ^ Ibid, 



17 

A change of plans occurred when Guy found out it was 

the rainy season in Oregon. He had always hated rain; 

consequently, he began to have second thoughts. Meanwhile, 

former Oklahoman James C. Nance had gone to a place called 

Lubbock in Texas to establish a weekly publication. Nance 

asked the University of Oklahoma journalism department to 

recommend a couple of men to help him out. One of those 

selected was Guy's old friend Dorrance Roderick. After he 

had arrived in Lubbock, Roderick wrote to Guy in late Decem

ber, "It never rains here at all." 

Guy was the other young journalist recommended by OU. 

Regarding Nance's job offer, Guy says: 

I had worked for Bronson, the guiding genius 
of the El Reno American, on two different occas
ions and knew the American policies and operations. 
Nance planned to build in Lubbock a great terri
torial weekly, modeled after the American, and he 
knew of my experience with Bronson.2 

With no intention of staying, except long enough to 

get a job in El Paso and continue his plan of moving west, 

Guy accepted the job in Lubbock. The somewhat idealistic 

21-year-old OU graduate boarded a sooty day coach and 

arrived in Lubbock on January 3, 1924. Thirty years later 

Guy described his arrival in a "Plainsman" column: 

It was a cold, gray day and little gusts of 
wind were whipping sand around and about the 
railroad station. A few blocks to the West, 

•̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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toward which the newcomer peered, lay the "down
town" section, the skyscrapers being one two-
story and one three-story hotel, a three-story 
bank building and a three-story hospital ... that 
was the structural crop insofar as "high build
ings" were concerned. 

It wasn't a very inviting looking layout, but 
the newcomer didn't much care. He was only going 
to be in Lubbock long enough to wangle a job in 
El Paso ... , 

I was that newcomer. 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 4, 
1954, sec. 2, p. 2. 



CHAPTER III 

A FAMILY OF HIS OWN 

As the "new editor in town," Charles Guy was 

befriended by an aspiring doctor, Sam Dunn, who was working 

during the summer at West Texas Hospital between semesters 

of studying medicine at the University of Texas in Galves

ton. 

When Dr. Dunn had finished his internship and resi

dency, he decided to return to Lubbock and establish his 

practice. With his wife, the former Kora Belle Moore of 

Matador, Dr. Dunn made his home in Lubbock and renewed his 

acquaintance with Guy. It seemed logical, then, that when 

Mrs. Dunn's unmarried sister Grace moved to Lubbock, the 
2 

couple introduced her to the eligible young editor. 

After graduating from Southern Methodist University, 

Grace Moore had taught one year in Lawton, Oklahoma, before 

accepting her sister's invitation to come to Lubbock. 

Grace was the youngest of the four daughters of Mr. and Mrs. 

J. R. Moore of Matador. She was able to be closer to home 

by accepting the position of eighth grade English teacher 
3 

at Lubbock Junior High School. 

^Interview with Grace Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug. 16, 
1978. 

^Ibid. -̂ Ibid. 
19 
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By her own admission Grace was and is very quiet and 

reserved, posing quite a contrast with the gregarious 

newspaperman who became her suitor. 

"I had no illusions about the newspaper business when 

we were married," Mrs. Guy pointed out. "I learned about 

the irregular hours when we were dating--frequently we 

would stop by the office after a movie to check on the 
2 

paper before he took me home." 

Guy proposed marriage on March 2, 1930, after the 

couple had been to Hockley County for a Sunday afternoon 

drive. On their way back to Lubbock the car had a flat 

tire. While waiting for help to arrive, Guy asked Grace to 

be his wife. 

"We already knew we were interested in each other, so 

it wasn't a 'bolt from the blue' as far as I was concerned," 

Mrs. Guy recalled. "The very next day he went out and 
3 

bought the ring." 

Guy marks the time of his marriage as "right after we 

got out the Fair Edition in 1930."^ The actual date was 

•^Ibid. 

^Ibid. 

^Ibid. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3504 43rd St., Aug. 
16, 1978. 
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September 21, The next day the Avalanche-Journal carried 

the story under a two-line, two column headline, "Miss 

Grace Moore, Matador, Charles A. Guy, Lubbock, Are Married 

On Sunday."^ 

The story began, "In a simple ceremony attended only 

by members of the two families. Miss Grace Caroline Moore 
3 

and Charles A. Guy, Jr. (sic) were married . . ." 

Typical of Guy's reluctance to publicize himself or 

his family in his newspaper, there was no other mention of 

the wedding, even in his "Plainsman" column that day. When 

the column resumed a we6k later following their honeymoon 

trip around Texas, Guy's only reference was to "a trip 

around the state I just took," the number of miles covered 

(1,500), and the fact that the road between Slaton and Lub-
4 

bock was the worst he encountered. 

Although he rarely mentioned his family in his own 

column, and never by name (e.g., "The Little Woman," "My 

wife's grandson," etc.), in private Guy was considerate 

thoughtful, and attentive, according to his wife. She says 

^Guy came to Lubbock to edit the Plains Journal in 
in 1924. In 1925 it became the Daily Journal, and in 1926 
it merged with the Morning Avalanche to torm~the Avalanche-
Journal Corporation^ To simplify references, it will be refer-
red to as the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal in future footnotes. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Sept. 22, 1930, p. 3. 

•^Ibid. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Oct. 1, 
1930, sec. 1, p. 4. 
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He has never given me a so-called practical 
gift for my birthday. He always remembers impor
tant dates with something special. Even on the 
many trips he has taken throughout the years, he 
would arrange for a gift before he left if he 
couldn't be back in time for a special occasion.! 

Early family scrapbooks are filled with the proof of 

the Guys' mutual affection: numerous special occasion cards 

and sentimental inscriptions on gift cards. Later books 

reflect this same sentimentality between them and their 

sons, as well as other family members. 

The Guys have three sons, Charles Armor, Jr., (Mike) 

of Tucson, Arizona; Dorrance Herbert of El Paso; and 

George Moore (Smidge) of Amarillo; and five grandchildren. 

Mike, the oldest, is single and is an engineer. Dor

rance, who is advertising coordinator for the Newspaper 

Printing Corporation of El Paso, is married to the former 

Jane Austin of Lubbock. They have two daughters, Victoria 

Guy and Mrs. David Dorazio. Smidge, the youngest, is clas

sified advertising director of the Amarillo Globe-News. He 

is married to the former Leslie Culleps, and they have three 

children, Charles A. Ill, Raymond Moore, and Julie. 

•^Interview with Grace Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug. 16, 
1978. 

2 
The Guy family scrapbooks contain newspaper clippings 

and other memorabilia collected by Mrs. Guy between the 
years 1930 and 1954. Many of the items are tindated; there
fore, for reference purposes the sources will be cited 
according to her own designations on the first page of each 
book, i.e., "Clippings--!," or "Trips--IV," etc. 
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The boys' childhood memories of their father are 

varied. Dorrance stated, "My earliest recollections were 

of my father as a newspaper editor. Mother handled the 

discipline of us boys and was the cohesive factor in the 

family, but we all knew that, when my father wanted some

thing done by one of us, it got done, period."•'• 

When they got older both Dorrance and Smidge knew Guy 

not only as a father but also as an employer. Although 

both worked for the Avalanche-Journal during their careers, 

neither actually was hired by his father. Dorrance first 

took an interest in the newspaper when he was fourteen 

years old, but it took him a while to work up the courage 

to ask his father for a summer job.^ 

"I finally got my nerve up and went down to his 

office on a Monday morning," Dorrance related. "Dad 

exploded when I asked him. 'Not, no, but HELL no! Kinfolks 

are nothing but trouble in the office'." 

The dejected youngster made a hasty exit. Walking 

down the back stairs, he met Parker Prouty, president of the 

company, who invited him into his office for a little con-

4 5 
soling. Prouty ended up hiring Dorrance as a "mat boy' 

Interview with Dorrance Guy, 3509 43rd St., Nov. 1, 
1977. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. 

A "mat boy" pulls mats to be used in advertising 
illustrations, does filing, and runs errands for ad sales
men. 
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in advertising for twenty-five cents an hour, with a side 

agreement that he could take off for all the Lubbock Hubber 

baseball games. Dorrance kept his mouth discreetly shut at 

home and managed for two weeks to avoid his father at the 

office before Guy found out that his son was working there. "'• 

Guy gave in, and Dorrance ultimately put in a total of 

sixteen years at the newspaper, both in advertising and 

news. As a Texas Tech student Dorrance worked part time in 

the newsroom. He majored in public administration rather 

than journalism on the advice of his father's long-time 

managing editor Jay Harris. 

"Jay told me that for some aspiring journalists it is 

better to have a degree in journalism, but, if you already 

have connections in the newspaper business, it's better to 
2 

get a broader based education," Dorrance recalled. 

Dorrance said that his father never pushed him toward 

or away from the newspaper business. "He adhered to the 

philosophy that I ought to do what I wanted to do, but I 

think he was kind of happy when I expressed an interest in 

it.""̂  

Dorrance never felt that his father showed favoritism 

toward him in the newsroom, but he believes he did get to 

•'•Interview with Dorrance Guy, 3509 43rd St., Nov. 1, 
1977. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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handle some stories he otherwise might not have been 

assigned. For instance, Guy covered the national political 

conventions personally for the newspaper, but he took Dor

rance along as a "leg man" to the 1960 Democratic Conven

tion which nominated John F. Kennedy. (Eight years earlier 

Dorrance had been left at home while Guy covered the 1952 

Democratic Convention which finally nominated Adlai Steven

son, but Dorrance made his presence felt, nonetheless. 

Hearing of the great number of potential candidates and 

numerous nominations throughout the convention proceedings, 

Dorrance sent Guy a telegram asking, "VTha' hoppen. Pop? 
2 

They nominated everyone but you!") 

Recalling the years as his father's employee, Dorrance 
3 

said, "He was harder on me than he was anyone else." 

Of his relationship with the other employees, Dorrance 

added: 

No other employee was successful in using me to 
front for them, or run interference for them, 
with the boss. Dad ran a one-man show up there,^ 
and no one was going to change it, including me. 

In the newspaper business a "leg man" is one who goes 
wherever necessary to gather the information for someone 
else to write. 

^Guy family scrapbooks, "Trips--V." 

-^Interview with Dorrance Guy, 3509 43rd St., Nov. 1, 
1977. 

4 Ibid 



26 

When Dorrance left the Avalanche-Journal in 1962, he 

became assistant Sunday editor of the El Paso Times, which 

was headed by Dorrance Roderick, his father's old friend. 

Roderick's young namesake next became regional editor, then 

assistant to the publisher, executive editor, and, finally, 

associate editor. He transferred to the Newspaper Printing 

Corporation of El Paso after Roderick's retirement. 

In the case of Guy's youngest son, Smidge, the situa

tion at the newspaper was slightly different, because Smidge 

never was interested in being in the newsroom. His first 

job at the Avalanche-Journal was in the advertising depart

ment, and that is where he wanted to stay. Former advertis

ing director Wayne Henly gave Smidge his first job. He 

started off in display advertising, then transferred to 

classified advertising where he remained until after his 

father's retirement. 

Although Smidge was downstairs in advertising and his 

father was upstairs in the newsroom, the youngest Guy said 

that his father was always keenly aware of what went on in 

advertising, partly because of his daily conferences with 

Parker Prouty. 

Telephone interview with George (Smidge) Guy, of 
Amarillo, July 21, 1978. 
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"My situation was different from that of Dorrance, 

but I still wanted to avoid the reputation of acting like 

the boss' son," Smidge emphasized. 

He also confirmed Dorrance's observation that, even 

though their mother handled the disciplining of the boys, 

Guy was the authority figure in the house. 

"He commanded our respect. I don't know why, we just 

never argued about it," Smidge said. "But he always had 
2 

time for us when it was important." 

Smidge mentioned such childhood memories as the family 

going to baseball games together nearly eveiy night in the 

summer, as well as going to the circus, the Harley Sadler 

shows or the Ice Capades, always as a family. 

"Dad came home at the same time almost every night, 

and we all got to share in the conversation about the day's 

events. Mother and Dad did all their entertaining at the 

house, and, even when somebody famous was our guest, the 

kids ate with everyone and were allowed to participate in 
3 

the conversation." 

In spite of not being interested in the news side of 

the newspaper business, Smidge shares a special bond with 

his father beyond the bounds of the ordinary father-son or 

employer-employee relationship. At different times both 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid 
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battled and conquered a problem with alcohol that finally 

brought them even closer than before. Smidge explained: 

When I first started having a problem, it was no 
help to know that Dad had been through something 
similar. In fact, I resented his concern in the 
beginning. He had quit drinking in 1952, and I 
thought he was trying to deprive me of some of 
the fun that he'd had. After I started to sober 
up and think straight again, I realized that I 
was mistaken. He really understood. My father 
bailed me out of every jam I ever got myself 
into. If YOU ask me who my best friend is, I'll 
say he_ is !̂  

•̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. 



PART I I 

CAG: THE JOURNALIST 



CHAPTER IV 

THE NEW EDITOR COMES TO LUBBOCK 

When Charles A. Guy made his way from the squat little 

Santa Fe depot in 1924 and started down what he later 

learned was Main Street, he knew only one person in Lubbock 

--his old friend and fraternity brother, Dorrance Roderick. 

Their new boss, James Nance, was a fellow Oklahoman of only 

slight acquaintance who had begun publication of the Plains 

Journal the previous November under somewhat difficult cir

cumstances. There had been a delay in building the plant, 

and temporary offices had to be set up at 1320 Avenue I. 

Printing was done 100 miles away in the plant of the Ama-

2 

rillo Daily News. The first of each week early advertis

ing and news copy had to be mailed to Amarillo for composi

tion. Each Wednesday after he started to work Guy would 

board a train for Amarillo with late editorial copy and ads 
3 

and then return with the printed papers Thursday night. 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 4, 
1954, sec. 2, p. 2. 

2 
Dorothy Jean Powell, "Lubbock Avalanche-Journal: 

1900-1972" (Master's thesis, Texas Tech University, 1973), 
p. 15. 

•̂ Ibid. 

30 
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Guy's relationship with Nance turned out to be brief 

because Nance decided in May to return to Oklahoma. Guy 

recalled that it apparently was a hasty decision--"He told 

us about it one morning; Roderick and I started signing a 

bunch of notes to buy the paper from him; and by noon that 

same day Nance was gone." 

Guy and Roderick then sold one-half interest in the 

paper to J. Lindsay Nunn of the Amarillo News and Post, 

Houston Harte of the San Angelo Standard and Sweetwater 

Reporter, and M. B. Hanks of the Abilene Reporter. (Guy 

pointed out that this was the first joint business venture 

of Harte and Hanks, who later sold their interest in the 

Plains Journal to buy the Corpus Christi Times, to begin 
2 

building what became the Harte-Hanks newspaper chain.) 

Guy and Roderick retained the masthead of the Plains 

Journal which featured the paper's platform below the staff 

box on the editorial page. The platform set down the goals 

that eventually were to be pursued throughout Guy's forty-

eight years at the newspaper. The platform called for the 

following: 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept. 
8, 1976. 

2 Ibid 

3 The Plains Journal, May 1, 1924, p. 6 
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--Diversified farming on the South Plains 
--Close cooperation between town and rural people 
--A community auditorium in keeping with the 
new City Hall 

--More building, with lower rents 
--Continued improvement in county parks 
— A cleaner, prettier town with more civic pride 
--A faster, bigger South Plains Fair 
--City play grounds and a recreation director 
--Better highways throughout the county , 
--Less politics and more unselfish citizenship 

By September, 1925, the weekly Plains Journal became 

the Lubbock Daily Journal, an evening paper carrying "all 

the local news and complete reports on state, national and 

international news by the Associated Press." By September 

of the following year the Daily Journal merged with the 

Morning Avalanche which had been founded in 1900 and pur

chased by James Dow in 1908. Because of Dow's financial 

troubles, local bankers advised the consolidation, with the 
3 

Evening Journal stockholders controlling the new firm. 

When Harte and Hanks got out of the Plains Journal, 

their stock was sold to Wilbur Hawk and Gene Howe, who also 

owned the Amarillo Globe News. Hawk, Howe, and Roderick 

bought the El Paso Herald-Times in 1928, with the under

standing that Roderick and Guy would go to El Paso. Roder-
4 

ick did go, but Guy decided to stay in Lubbock. 

8, 1976. 

•'•The Plains Journal, May 1, 1924, p. 6. 

^The Plains Journal, Sept. 3, 1924, p- 6. 

Powell, "Lubbock Avalanche-Journal," p. 18. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept. 
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Of this decision to stay and edit the Avalanche-

Journal when originally he had intended to make Lubbock 

just a "stepping stone" going west, Guy said: 

I had never lived in a lousy little town like 
this. But I had gone home to Oklahoma for Christ
mas in 1925, and coming back on the train after 
dark I found myself repeatedly looking out the 
window, looking for the lights of Lubbock...that's 
when I really made up my mind to stay here. When 
we pulled into the station, I knew then I was 
"home."l 

Over the years, Guy received several offers of jobs 
2 

elsewhere. "Some were almost too tempting to pass up." 

One such offer came from Walter M. Harrison, manag

ing editor of the Daily Oklahoman, who called Guy in 1926 

and asked him to come to work on the sports desk. 

Although Guy was a great admirer of Harrison, he turned 

the job down. In 1928 Harrison again called Guy and asked 

him to be sports editor. Guy visited Harrison in Oklahoma 

during the Christmas holiday but refused the job offer, 

which drew the comment from Harrison that "this is the 
3 

first time I've offered the same man a job twice." Harri
son made one more attempt a few years later and made a 

trip to Lubbock to talk to Guy. After the third refusal, 

Harrison returned to Oklahoma and wrote Guy the following 

note: 

•̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. ^̂ Ibid 



34 

If I am ever damned fool enough to offer 
you another job, don't you be damned fool enough 
to take it. (Signed) WMH.l 

In 1930 Nunn offered Guy some stock and a job with 

a chain of newspapers he had planned for Kentucky, Texas, 

and New Mexico; a few years later Guy received an offer 

from the Associated Press. Guy turned both jobs down. 

Another offer came in 1936 when Guy was covering the Demo

cratic Convention in Philadelphia. Johnny Sorrells, edi

tor-in-chief for the Scripps-Howard chain, offered him a 

job as managing editor for one of its papers, with a prom-
2 

ise of "getting my own paper in a couple of years." 

Again, it was tempting, according to Guy, but again, "I 
3 

turned it dô n̂." 

Throughout this time, from 1925 to 1936, the new 

editor was becoming more and more involved with his com

munity. On February 28, 1927, he had started "The Plains

man," a column for the editorial page of the Avalanche-

Journal . The format he used in the first column would be 

followed with little variation for the next forty-four 

years. 

Topped by a pen and ink drawing of an unshaven cow

boy with a cigaret dangling from his smiling mouth, "The 

Plainsman" carried no by-line. With few exceptions Guy 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. "̂ Ibid 
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referred to himself in the third person rather than using 

I or the editorial we. (e.g., "The Plainsman says he 

would rather see an efficient housekeeper than the most 

perfect business woman in the world. ")''• 

"The Plainsman" began his first column by noting a 

controversy stirred up by the Journal over a story about 

someone offering to furnish young trees to be planted 

along Broadway, the principal thoroughfare leading to 

Texas Tech. "The Plainsman" observed that some of the 

residents on the street wanted paving while others wanted 

the trees: 

The argument waxed warm--yet today Broadway, 
which should be one of the prettiest streets in 
West Texas, is still without either trees or 
paving and which is worse, is without plans for 
either. The parkway, as it stands now, is 
worse than unsightly. It's a mess,2 

Beginning with the first coltmm, Guy's "Plainsman" 

usually made some observation on national or state current 

events as well as anything of local interest or importance 

In the first column, for instance, Guy took a few swipes 

at popular evangelist Aimee Semple McPherson and her New 
3 

York crusade. Longer topics were usually interspersed 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 
2, 1927, p. 4. 

2 
"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 

28, 1927, p. 4. ~ " 

•^Ibid. 
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with some one-liners and some terse, two- or three-sen

tence comments on almost any subject. Particularly popu

lar with Guy through the years were observations on prohib

ition and the opposing "wets" and "drys"; any kind of a 

dig at Amarillo; quotes from criminals currently in the 

news; and taxes on tobacco. 

In fact, within a week the format prompted Guy to 

lament, "It doesn't take much brains or much thought to 

write a column like this, but it does require a lot of 
2 

material." 

Many of the philosophies which characterized Guy's 

conduct of the newspaper and his attitudes toward the 

community made their appearance in the early columns. Dis

cussing a proposed plan for Texas newsmen to promote the 

state on a tour of the northeast, Guy wrote, "Newspaper

men are generally in the vanguard of every plan to benefit 

.3 their cities, territories, and states." 

Guy frequently took jabs at organized religion in 

spite of the conservative community in which he wrote, but 

at the same time he was a great admirer of what he 

•'•Ibid. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 
7, 1927, p. 4. 

"̂ "The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 
4, 1927, p. 4. 
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considered sincere religion in others. Coimnenting on a 

news item about the cooperation of a rabbi, a priest, and 

a Methodist minister in another community, Guy said: 

If the world lacks anything today it is 
tolerance and the sooner most of us realize that 
there are more ways of getting to heaven than 
one, the better off we'll all be. Sincerity is 
the keynote of religion--not the particular 
ritual followed.1 

Another example of the role of iconoclast that Guy 

was creating for himself came before the column was a 

month old: 

An editorial writer on a great metropolitan 
newspaper recently quoted the Plainsman's view 
on the proposed Texas tobacco tax which was 
voted down by the legislature. The Plainsman 
thought he was right in the belief that the tax 
was unfair, but since finding someone that 
agrees with him has decided that after all he 
might have been wrong.2 

In that same column Guy provided another insight 

into his basic philosophy when he wrote, "Show me a man 

who has no enemies, and I'll show you a man who does noth-

•i -^ ^ " -^ 

mg. 

Guy's early activities in the community were not 

confined to print. He claims to have "broadcast" the 

8, 1927, p . 4 
"The P l a i n s m a n , " Lubbock Ava lanche- Journa l , March 

2 
The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 21, 1927, p, 4 

^Ibid 
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first play-by-play baseball game in Lubbock as a stunt. 

In 1924 news of the World Series was received in the 

Journal office, play-by-play, via the wire service, Guy 

had a stand put up and announced by megaphone from the 

window of his office to the people gathered on the street. 

Later he "broadcast" the Dempsey Tunney fight in the same 

manner, and decided this was so much fun he would do the 

local elections as well. 
2 

Guy recalled that "old John Halsey would send me 

up a coke and some "prescription liquor" and I'd just 
3 

broadcast away." 

After radio station KFYO came to Lubbock in 1932, 

Guy occasionally filled in for the sportscaster, broad

casting local games of the Lubbock Hubber baseball team. 

"I left a guy on third base in Pampa once, and as 

far as I know, he's still there," Guy laughed. 

With the success of his megaphone broadcasting into 

the street, Guy decided to obtain a real microphone, which 

he kept on his desk at the newspaper office. He related 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept 
23, 1976. 

2 
John Halsey, a Lubbock druggist, foimded Halsey 

Drugstores. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept 
23, 1976. 

^Ibid. 
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the following incident concerning one of his more 

impromptu "broadcasts"; 

Lubbock had a real horserace going in the 
district attorney's race that year, with George 
Berry, Dan Blair and Bob Bean--we called them 
the three Busy B's--all vying for the spot. 
One day Byron Dickinson dropped by the newsroom 
and sat down at my desk to visit. I thought the 
damn mike was turned off, of course, and we dis
cussed the election in about fifteen different 
languages. Then, we made a little wager on the 
outcome--which, as you know, is totally illegal. 
Suddenly, we got a call from someone over at the 
Myrick Building. The whole damn conversation 
had been on the air!l 

Not all of Guy's exposure to the community was con

troversial or amusing, however, Lubbock readers were 

shocked when they picked up their papers January 19, 1931, 

and learned that the editor and his wife were missing, 

along with L. H. (Herb) Quinn, who had been the company's 
2 

publisher since Roderick had gone to El Paso in 1928. 

As news of the disappearance spread throughout the 

community, hundreds of local citizens came forth to volun

teer for a search of the area west of Lubbock where the 
3 

trio was last seen . Roderick was contacted in El Paso 

and immediately chartered a plane to fly to Lubbock. In 

addition, five U.S. Army planes were dispatched from Fort 

•'•Ibid 

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 19, 1931, p. 1 

"̂ Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan 20, 1931, p. 1. 
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Sill to join three local airplanes in the plan to "scour 

Cochran County." 

Guy gave this account of the incident: 

On Sunday afternoon Grace and I decided to 
take a drive around Hockley County. We invited 
Herb Quinn, who was a bachelor, to join us. We 
had heard that there were antelope roaming the 
area and we wanted to check it out. Somewhere 
northeast of Plains the car got stuck in some 
deep sand, and we couldn't get it out. We could 
see a windmill in the distance, so I got out of 
the car and started to walk over there for help. 
Herb, who was a big, athletic looking man, 
called me back and said he thought it would be 
better if I stayed with Grace. She was pregnant 
at the time and he thought she would feel better 
staying with me. He pointed out that it might 
take several hours to get teams in there to pull 
the car out, so he wanted me to stay with Grace. 
He started off toward the windmill, and I got 
back in the car.2 

The ordeal proved to be a tragic one. It was win

ter, the Guys were not properly dressed to spend the 

night in the cold West Texas countryside. As night fell, 

Guy remembers watching the frost form on the inside of 

the car windows while they anxiously awaited Quinn's 

return. When the sun finally came up the second morning 

there was no sign of Quinn, so the hungry, thirsty couple 

left the car and began walking for help. Although they 

didn't know it at the time, newspapers throughout the 

^Ibid. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., 
Sept. 23, 1976 
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state were bannering their disappearance in the Monday 

papers. 

The weary couple was found by a rancher's wife 

shortly before noon Tuesday, approximately six miles from 

their car. They were returned to Lubbock, but, after see

ing that his wife was comfortable, Guy headed back to the 

area with the next search group to continue looking for 

Quinn. 

Tuesday afternoon's lead story in the Avalanche-Jour

nal carried the following account: 

The barren sand hills of West Texas, which 
for almost forty-eight hours held the uncertain 
fate of three Lubbock persons, gave up Mr. and 
Mrs. Chas. A. Guy alive and safe, but continued 
to hold the destiny of L. H. Quinn.3 

Unfortunately, the healthy looking Quinn had not 

fared as well against the West Texas elements. At 5 P.M. 

Tuesday he was found dead near a fence, less than one-half 

mile from his destination, the Ivey ranch headquarters. 

Rescuers theorized that he had suffered a heart attack 
4 

after scaling the fence, and died where he fell. 

The funeral was scheduled Friday, and all that week 

the editorial page carried a small boxed statement in the 

spot where the "Plainsman" column usually appeared: 

•̂ Ibid. ^Ibid. 

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 21, 1931, p, 1 

^Ibid. 
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Circumstances surrounding the untimely 
death of L. H. Quinn prevent the publication of 
this column for several days.1 

"The Plainsman" returned the following Monday to 

explain, "For the first time in almost five years this 

col\jmn has been suspended over a period of one week--the 

Plainsman has experienced one of the saddest and most try-

ing periods of his life , , ." 

Breaking the customary format of the column, Guy 

wrote the following eulogy: 

There is a newspaper code similar to the thea
ter and the circus. "The Show must go on" is a 
courageous cry with which the public is thoroughly 
familiar in connection with the stage, and the 
newspaper fraternity has long had its ideal set 
along comparable lines... so the Plainsman picks 
up worn tools to carry on. 

I am not going to write at length extolling 
the splendid virtues, the fine character and the 
boundless generosity of my friend Herb Quinn... 
"The show must go on." The papers which were near 
and dear to the heart of Herb Quinn must not fal
ter, for he would not have had it so. Although 
for years I have made my living by writing, any 
verbal or printed salute I might make to Herb 
would be as swirling chaff--inadequate in its 
entirety. 

Tomorrow the Plainsman carries on. The humor 
and philosophy of those imaginary characters, 
"That Girl on Broadway" and "That Man on Avenue Q" 
will be with us again. The homely philosophy of 
life on the South Plains will continue, for Herb 
would have it so. 

"The paper must go on." That would be Herb's 
wish, I know. It is my wish, too, to measure up 

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 20, 1931, p. 1. 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan 
26, 1931, p. 4. 
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to this profession we both loved so well. The 
Pagliacci role has been handed to me and I accept 
it because it is the only thing to do.l 

The following Sunday, the paper carried a page one 

story announcing the arrival of Parker Prouty of Amarillo. 

The story explained that Guy would be editor and publisher 

and that Prouty would be business manager of the Avalanche-

Journal, "culminating a twelve-year friendship and business 

association of Guy and Prouty.' A former classmate of 

Guy at the University of Oklahoma, Prouty had been working 

at the Amarillo Globe-News before accepting the position 

in Lubbock. 

As it turned out, this was the beginning of an even 

longer friendship and business association--one which 

spanned forty-one years. Prouty, who eventually became 

president and general manager of the company, and Guy con

tinued to operate the newspaper together until the paper 

was sold to Morris Communications Corporation in 19 72. 

^Ibid. 
2 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 1, 1931, p. 1 



CHAPTER V 

THE EDITOR AS AN EMPLOYER AND NEWSPAPERMAN 

After James Nance suddenly left the Plains Journal 

in 1924, within months of his new editor's arrival, the 

young Charles Guy became an employer for the first time. 

It was a role Guy did not take lightly, and it was 

one that he occasionally assumed long after he had a staff 

of dayside and nightside editors to handle that sort of 

detail for him. 

Guy admitted, however, that at first he just looked 

for bodies. "Later, when I thought in terms of hiring 

someone, I looked more for hard work and loyalty than I 

did for 'flash'."^ 

When Guy acquired the Avalanche in 1926, he retained 

the Journal's society editor, Blanche Bean, whom he always 

described as one of "the best newspaperwomen I ever saw." 

From the Avalanche staff Guy kept Bob Johnson, Ray McCorkle 

and Rankin Dow, son of the former owner. One other staffer, 

Personal observation of the author, June 1953-
Oct. 1972. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Sept. 
23, 1976. 

•^Ibid 
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who worked for the Avalanche part time as a Tech student, 

was retained by Guy. He was C. W. Ratliff, destined to 

become one of the most respected and widely known newsmen 

on the South Plains. (The late Mr. Ratliff was associa

ted with Guy for more than thirty years before resigning 

his position as associate editor of the Avalanche-Journal 

in the early 1960s to become news director of KCBD-TV.) 

If loyalty was the quality Guy sought in employees, 

he could not have been too disappointed with his selections 

through the first fifteen years of his newspaper career in 

Lubbock. By the fall of 1919 the papers' mastheads 

included the names of two reporters, Charles Watson and 

Margaret Turner, who would become managing editor and 

women's editor, respectively, of the Lubbock Avalanche-

Journal .̂  With the addition of R. C. Hankins and Opal 

Dixon in 1934, and Jay Harris in 1938, these five employees 

plus Ratliff would represent an aggregate of more than 225 

years' service to the newspaper by 1979. 

The late Charles Watson recalled some of those early 

days as an Avalanche-Journal employee. Watson described 

his former boss as an enigma and a man who enjoyed being 

controvers ial, 

•'•Powell, "Lubbock Avalanche-Journal," p. 36. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Sept. 22, 1929, p. 

"^Interview with Charles C. Watson, 1505 25th St., 
Sept. 20, 1977. 
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"He was a man of extremes," Watson said. "He had 

a memory like an elephant, especially when it came to his 

enemies, but he was a 'softy' in many ways." 

Watson said that Guy was so soft-hearted that he 

never really fired anybody, but, on the other hand, was a 
2 

man who seemed uncomfortable around kind people. 

Watson, who was managing editor of the afternoon 

edition of the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal for many years, 

did not believe that Guy was a good news man--"I really 

don't think his judgment of news was as good as it should 
3 

have been." 

Watson added, "But he was a great newspaper man, in 

the sense that he built the two papers into what they are 

today. ""̂  

Watson recounted one humorous incident from the 

days when Guy was still drinking. The particular story is 

one that has "made the rounds," in a variety of versions, 

whenever former staffers gather to reminisce. According 

to Watson's version: 

Guy went off one time to Washington to cover 
some important speech of President Harry Truman. 
Guy was supposed to file the story by cable m 
time for the final edition. Apparently he got 
up there and got a little too much under his belt. 
He missed the whole thing; but rather than let on, 
he sent me a telegram that began, "President Tru
man laid it on the line today." (Lead). Pick up 
rest of story from AP. r 

CAG^ 

•Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. Ibid 
6. 
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Another perspective on Guy as an employer came from 

Mrs. Marge Ratliff, widow of C. W. Ratliff: 

Charlie struck most people as being arrogant 
and egotistical. As a wife and mother I used to 
resent the fact that he expected C.W. to put the 
paper first. No matter what we had planned, if 
Charlie suddenly wanted C.W. at the paper, he had 
to be there. He [Guy] was not considerate in 
that respect; yet he was so kind when C.W. died. 
Charlie and Grace have always been just like fam
ily in any kind of emergency.-^ 

In spite of a period of hard feelings after Rat

liff 's "defection" from newspaper to television, Mrs. Rat

liff noted that Guy was one of the main speakers who 

delivered tributes to Ratliff when he was named to the 

Texas Tech Mass Communications Department Hall of Fame in 

1975.^ 

Another staff member of long standing at the Ava

lanche-Journal is T. Jay Harris, who also worked for the 

paper while still a student at Texas Tech. Guy and the 

Tech journalism department had worked out an internship 

program whereby students in advanced reporting could work 

part time at the newspaper to get on-the-job experience 

in some segment of the news room. Harris came to work 

under the program September 28, 1938, as a sports reporter. 

•^Interview with Mrs. Marge Ratliff, 2009 29th St., 
June 8, 1978. 

^Ibid. 

^Interview with Jay Harris, Lubbock Avalanche-Jour-
nal, July 10, 1978. 
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Harris, who has been editor of the Avalanche-Journal 

since Guy retired in 1972, feels that he got off to a shaky 

start with his new boss because of two "boners" during his 

first few weeks of employment. Covering an area high 

school football game, Harris referred in his story to a 

"shifty-hipped quarterback." Always a stickler about care

lessness, Guy was more than a little annoyed when the story 

came out with the "f" dropped from the word "shifty." 

"After that I wrote a couple of headlines that were 

too long, and Mr. Guy chastised me in front of the whole 

staff," Harris recalled, "I vowed then that some day I 
2 

would run that paper." 

Guy apparently forgave these early mistakes, because 

Harris rose rapidly through the ranks at the newspaper in 
3 

spite of his youth. 

When World War II began, Charles Watson was'among 

the first from the newspaper to enlist in the Navy, and 

the 21-year-old Harris put out the afternoon paper for 

almost a year. Harris enlisted in 1942 and served three 

years with the Air Force. He returned in 1945 to work in 

the news department under Dan Tarpley, managing editor. 

When Tarpley quit in 1945, Harris became managing editor 

of the morning Avalanche, putting out the morning edition 

of the paper for twenty-five years. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid 
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Harris gives credit for much of what he has learned 

about the newspaper business to Guy: 

He taught me to be fair and objective; always 
to be accurate and attribute statements. Those 
ambiguous "sources" were a pain to him. He 
taught me to run a "tight ship," but to work WITH 
people not OVER them. He taught me to reward as 
much as possible the other guy, to give credit 
where credit is due. 

In many ways Mr. Guy was a second father to 
me. He counseled me on personal matters but 
never preached...He attempted to help me improve 
my writing, my thoughts, my knowledge of the world 
...and to be more compassionate toward my fellow 
man, to remember the underdog as well as the guy 
on top. One of the very first things I think I 
learned from Mr. Guy was dedication to a job, 
loyalty to those with whom you work, and always ^\t*^^' 
seeking to be better. Mr. Guy most of the time ( 
deferred to my news judgm^ent, gave me full r-eign-
to improve the paper and to innovate. While I 
did not make as much money as I thought I was 
worth, perhaps--and few did in this business in 
those days--Mr. Guy was most generous in his 
praise and giving of credit. He also gave me, 
and Kenneth May, almost unlimited authority to 
"do our thing."1 

Kenneth May came to work at the Avalanche-Journal 

as a nightside reporter in 1949. Guy hired May by mail, 

fresh out of North Texas State University. Although May 

worked directly under Harris, Guy occasionally would sug-

gest a story for May. May said two such assignments 

early in his career made "tremendous impressions" on Guy 

in different ways. One was a story on migrant farm work

ers, a mood piece that Guy complimented highly; the other 

•^Ibid. 

^Interview with Kenneth May, Lubbock Avalanche-
Joumal, June 19, 1978. 



50 

concerned a woman who was a descendant of Jean Lafitte, 

the pirate. She was visiting a friend of Guy, and May 

did a rather light-hearted story asking, among other 

things, which characteristics she might possess that were 

similar to those of the famed pirate. "Mr, Guy didn't 

think it was a bit cute!" May said. 

Like Harris, May survived this early error in judg

ment, rising through the ranks to his current position as 

associate editor of the Avalanche-Journal, 

May commented on a widely held view that Guy attemp

ted to censor or manage the news, especially when the news 

concerned either friends or enemies: 

I can't recall a single instance when Mr, Guy 
told me not to cover a story, or how to cover 
a story.3 The only thing you could possibly 
call managed was really more of a policy. If 
one of his enemies made news, we ran it, but 
if one of them were just mentioned and were not 
necessary to a particular story, we simply left 
them out.4 

May explained that these so-called enemies were 

always those who had opposed Guy on a public issue--some-

thing Guy felt was important to the betterment of the 

community: 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. 

'̂ It is possible that both Kenneth May and Jay Har
ris were so closely aligned with Guy professionally and 
philosophically that they would not have to be instructed 
on the handling of specific stories. 

"̂ Ibid. 
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It was rarely a personal thing with Mr. Guy. 
His complete devotion to Lubbock and the area 
caused him to "get down" on anyone that he 
believed wasn't interested in the town, or who 
was trying to "feather his own nest." As a jour
nalist, Guy's integrity would not permit him to 
tamper with the news. But his theory also was 
"never admit a mistake" and never apologize when 
you've had a falling out with one of these 
people.1 

May believed that one of Guy's greatest strengths 

as an editor was that he always backed up his employees, 

even the lowliest reporter, when they were attacked by 
2 

the public, or anyone outside the paper. May recalled a 

particular example from the days when he covered the Plan

ning and Zoning Commission for the morning paper: 

I'd been on that beat for about fifteen years, 
and when I switched to dayside, I thought they 
should get someone else to handle it since the 
Commission met at night. Mr, Guy replied that he 

7 was sorry, but it would be impossible for him to 
^^~V consider someone else at that time. He said, "So 
\̂- many of the'̂ irealtors are mad at you for the way 

you do the zoning stories. They've been 'demand
ing' that I put someone else on it. So you see, 
I just can't" take you off right now." 

I completely understood his position. Even 
though the real estate people were among our big
gest advertisers, Mr. Guy wasn't about to kowtow 
to them, or let anyone else have a say about the 
way he ran his newspaper.3 

In addition to backing his staff, Guy rarely repri

manded an employee in front of others. But May said Guy's 

philosophy seemed to be "never offer anyone a raise--wait 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid, 
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until they ask," May believes that an automatic review 

and raise for individual employees would have been a 

better system, but admitted that Guy undoubtedly saved 

the company a lot of money over the years: 

I don't know of anyone who ever got a raise 
without asking for it, but I know a lot who left 
here for better paying jobs, rather than to have 
to ask him for a raise,2 

After twenty years of association with Guy, May 

said that the only time his boss really irritated him was 

on election nights: 

He worked every election, right with the rest 
of us, and he'd end up standing over me while I 
tried to add long columns of figures, Urging me 
to "hurry, hurry," he repeatedly reminded me that 
we had to meet the deadline for the morning paper. 
He probably added fifteen minutes or more to the 
time it would have taken me to finish.3 

May speculated that Guy might have mellowed some 

in his final years at the newspaper--being a little less 

aggressive in his column and a little less deliberately 

controversial, but that generally he remained true to his 

basic nature: 

The things most characteristic about Guy never 
changed--his interest in building Lubbock; his 
personnel management, as far as loyalty to his 
employees; the absence of vindictiveness; the 
straightforward way he insisted that the news be 
covered; his insistence on accuracy in reporting; 
the mania about misspelled words; never calling 
any of us off of a story; and never asking us to 
pull any punches.4 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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May disagreed with the observation of his former 

colleague, the late Charles Watson, as far as Guy's news 

judgment is concerned. 

"He not only recognized what would be a good story, 

but he also knew what would be a good "story behind the 

story"."^ 

Whether or not Guy was a good newsman, there is no 

question that in early years he covered some of the major 

news events in Lubbock's history. Many of the big stories 

that stand out in Guy's memory had to do with Texas Tech: 

My first big story was right after I got to 
Lubbock. Newsmen from throughout the state, 
including Ted Dealy of the Dallas News, Byron 
Utecht of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and Max 
Bentley of the Abilene Reporter, gathered here 
for the laying of the cornerstone for Texas Tech, 
Among the many dignitaries was Governor Pat Neff, 
who was quite a showman, even though I thought he 
had ice water instead of blood in his veins, I 
still remember his saying, "Oh, I love your white-
face cattle, and even more I love your redcheeked 
boys and girls," then reaching down and picking 
up a little girl from the crowd for effect.2 

Other big Tech stories Guy recalled include the day 

Tech was admitted to the Southwest Conference in 1956; the 

racial integration of the college in 1961; and the famous 
3 

"placing of the Will Rogers statue" incident in 1950. 

Guy tells the following story about the statue: 

•'•Ibid. 

^Interview with Charles A, Guy, 3509 43rd St,, Oct. 
5, 1976. 

^Ibid. 
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One of the Tech directors was a protege of 
one of Amon Carter's arch enemies. When Carter 
gave the Will Rogers statue to Tech, the discussion 
came up as to where to place it. The board member 
is said to have remarked, "Leave it like it is 
(with the rear facing toward Lubbock) to remind the 
town of Amon Carter." Amon never set foot on the 
campus after that and refused to dedicate the 
statue. He asked me to do it for him, and I 
refused the first time. Then I relented and agreed 
to dedicate it in his behalf.1 

On the Tech integration story, Guy disputes the 

implication in the book Evolution of a University, that 

no one knew about the decision to accept a black student 

until after it had been done: 

It implied in that book that no one knew, 
but C. I. "Stony" Wall, a member of the Tech 
board, was "unofficially" appointed by the rest 
of the board to come and talk to me beforehand. 
In some ways it was handled like "waling on 
eggs"; but I thought it was long past time to 
give them [blacks] a break. I don't agree with 
everything that goes on now [in Civil Rights], 
but they have a right to an education, and I 
thought so then. We bannered the story, and 
sure enough, there was no trouble.3 

Other big stories that Guy was either witness to or 

covered during the first two decades include the running of 

^Ibid 

^Kline A. Nail and Jane Gilmore Rushing, Evolution 
of a University (Austin: Madrona Press, Inc., 1975), p. 123 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Oct. 
5, 1976. 
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the Fort Worth and Denver railway into Lubbock in 1926; 

the formal opening of the first six-story unit of the Hotel 

Lubbock in 1926; Tech's first football game, a 0-0 tie 

against McMurry in 1925; the 1939 Lubbock High School foot

ball championship by the "Cinderella Kids"; a Santa Claus 

parade in the early 1930s and a Gene Autry appearance at a 

rodeo parade in the late 1930s, both of which drew crowds 

of 20,000 to 30,000 people; and an election night in 1930, 

when five fires were reported in downtown Lubbock after an 

electrical storm. 

According to Jay Harris, Guy was like an old fire-

horse on certain kinds of stories--"the firebell would ring, 
2 

and he was ready to go." 

Harris added: 

Mr. Guy liked to read detective stories, and 
he liked that type of story in the newspaper. 
He wanted us to keep after the facts as long as 
a case remained unsolved. This interest set the 
tone for the paper's tradition of trying to 
keep investigations alive. He often would have 
me take Kenneth (May) or Dave (Knapp) off of 
their regular beats to spend as long as they 
needed to work on a special crime story.3 

A comparative newcomer to the newspaper staff is 

Burle Pettit, now managing editor of the evening paper, who 

•^Ibid. 

^Interview with Jay Harris, Lubbock Avalanche-
Journal, July 24, 1978. 

"̂ Ibid. 
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joined the Avalanche-Journal in 1960 and developed a close 

relationship with Guy. Hired for the sports department, 

Pettit became an award winning columnist and sports editor 
2 

for the Avalanche-Journal.^ Working for the sportsminded 

Guy had its disadvantages, however, as well as its advan

tages. According to Pettit: 

My specialty was football. I was as blase 
about baseball as Mr. Guy was enthusiastic, which 
got me into trouble on more than one occasion. 
It seemed as though whenever we made an error in 
the baseball box scores, it was always his favor
ite team, the Baltimore Orioles, or his favorite 
Oriole, Brooks Robinson. And Guy always caught 
the mistake. 

Also, one time I had written a story about a 
fantastic freshman quarterback at Tech, and I 
ran it on the Sports Section's page one early in 
October. It didn't take Mr. Guy long to come 
charging out of his office to bellow, "Of all the 
sports writers in the world, you're probably the 
only S.O.B. that writes about freshman quarter
backs on the opening day of the World Series!"1 

But Pettit attributed to Guy a keen knowledge of 

both football and baseball, which he said "kept me on my 

toes."^ 

Interview with Burle Pettit, Lubbock Avalanche-
Journal , July 13, 1978. 

Between 1965 and 1972 Pettit won three Associated 
Press Managing Editors awards for columns and sportswrit-
ing; United Press International awards in both categories; 
and Texas Sports Writers Association awards for column 
writing, among other honors. 

^Interview with Burle Pettit, Lubbock Avalanche-
Journal, July 13, 1978. 

"̂ Ibid. 
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Pettit was the subject of another "old favorite" 

story of the Avalanche-Journal family, concerning an unex

pected encounter with The Boss. When Pettit had something 

he had to discuss with the editor, he frequently stepped 

into the outer office to inquire of Guy's secretary, Naomi 

Caddel, about their boss's disposition on that particular 

day. On one such occasion Pettit stepped in and whispered, 

"What kind of mood is the old buzzard in today?" 

"Grouchy as hell," came Guy's unexpected voice from 

behind Pettit. "What do you want?" 

"In that case, nothing," Pettit replied, and hastily 

retreated to his desk on the opposite side of the city 

1 room. 

From first hand experience, Pettit concurred with 

May's observations about Guy's loyalty in backing his 

employees: 

I wrote a coliomn one time on "The Stigma of 
Aggieland," which drew hundreds of letters and 
phone calls from irate Texas A5tM alumni. During 
the thick of the controversy, Guy walked over 
and put his arm around me. He said, "I know 
you believe in every word you wrote. That's all 
that matters,"2 

On another subject, Guy's negative attitude about 
3 

women in the newsroom was commonly known. As early as 

•'•Ibid. ^Ibid. 

"^Interview with Charles Watson, 1505 25th S t . , Sept, 
20, 1977. 
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1937, before World War II forced a temporary change in the 

newsroom because of the absence of male reporters, Guy 

wrote in his column: 

What this country needs is more homemakers 
and fewer bridge sharks; more good cooks and 
fewer women in politics, business and the profes
sions (other than nursing or teaching); more 
efficient mothers and fewer gad-abouters--after 
all, women have to make our homes--and by so 
doing, make the country. Men are too onery, 
shiftless and generally no count to do that.l 

Even Opal Dixon, who became the first full-time 

female reporter on the city news staff in 1934, was the 

subject of such prejudice when it came to covering certain 

types of stories. Mrs. Dixon applied for a job after 

being graduated from Texas Tech. She was told that there 

were no openings, but she persuaded Guy to let her work 

without pay until a position was open. She was placed on 

the payroll a few weeks later and given Tech as her news-
2 

beat for the next seven years. She later served as church 

editor, education editor, city editor, and copy editor 
3 

before her retirement in 1978, 

Mrs. Dixon recalled a situation many years ago when 

some circtmistance had forced Guy to assign her to the police 

beat: 

•'•"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Dec. 
21, 1937, p. 10. 

^Interview with Opal Dixon, Lubbock Avalanche-Jour
nal, July 10, 1978. 

•̂ Ibid. 
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I covered the crime news for about six months, 
and Mr. Guy had no complaints about my stories. 
But as soon as he could, he took me off the beat 
and gave it to a man, Mr, Guy explained to me, 
"We need someone who can go over there [to the 
police department or sheriff's office] and spit 
on the floor"1 

One other perspective on Guy, from someone outside 

the editorial department, is provided by J. C. Rickman, 

business manager of the Avalanche-Journal since December, 

1958. Although he worked directly under the president, 

Parker Prouty, Rickman soon developed a close personal 

relationship with Guy, one that has continued through the 

2 years. 

Rickman discussed a problem common to newspapers--

that of the advertisers trying to get special favors from 

the news side of the operation: 

Mr. Guy's position on that was so well known 
to us, and to the merchants, that most of them 
were afraid even to ask for a favor! Those who 
did were soon set straight on the matter.3 

Rickman also gave his views on Guy as an employer, 

especially the rigid schedule he kept for himself: 

I always thought it was unusual that he showed 
up regularly at 7:30 A.M. to start to work, and 
that he worked every Saturday, even in the later 
years. He was always accessible to his employees 
as well as to the public.4 

•^Ibid. 

^Interview with J, C. Rickman, Lubbock Avalanche-
Journal, July 7, 1978, 

^Ibid, 
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Rickman said Guy never expected anything from an 

employee that the editor did not give in return. As an 

employer and as an editor, Guy had a basic philosophy, 

according to Rickman: 

"Don't ever accuse anybody you can't pin up.""'̂  

•'•Ibid 



CHAPTER VI 

THE LUBBOCK EDITOR RECEIVES STATE 

AND NATIONAL RECOGNITION 

The Guy family scrapbooks are filled with evidence 

that "The Plainsman" column, from its inception, was widely 

quoted by other South Plains editors and occasionally by 

some of the editors of the larger Texas dailies. From 

as far away as Wakefield, Massachusetts, an editor took 

note of a "Plainsman" observation. Under a standing head

line, "Did You Ever Stop To Think," Guy was quoted: 

Did you ever stop to think...that the man 
who lends a portion of his time, money and efforts 
to building a better town is not only laying the 
foundation for increased business in the future 
but is likewise performing an unselfish service 
to his fellow citizen and to humanity.2 

By the time the sensational story of his two-day 

disappearance made page one of newspapers throughout the 

state in 1931, Charles Guy already had something of a repu

tation, both as a columnist and as a number-one supporter 

of the Lubbock area. He was steadily gaining stature as a 

newspaper man as well. 

•''Guy family scrapbooks, "Clippings," I-VI. 

^Ibid. (Clipping from the Wakefield Daily Item, 
Wakefield, Mass., May 31, 1929.) 

"̂ Ibid. ("The Hub," Lubbock Chamber of Commerce, 
Feb., 1931, p. 2.) 2̂. 
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After L. H. Quinn's death, Guy was appointed as a 

director of the Board of City Development of the Lubbock 

Chamber of Commerce in 1931. Editors of "The Hub," monthly 

news magazine of the Chamber, commented on the appointment: 

Guy has been active in city development work 
since 1924 as a member of the City Planning Com
mittee. He is responsible for bringing the meet
ing of the Texas Managing Editors Association to 
Lubbock last November, and securing the West 
Texas Press Association meeting coming up in 
August. The newspaper with which he has been con
nected has been an unusually big factor in pro
moting the growth and development of Lubbock and 
the South Plains country.1 

In 1934 Guy again attracted statewide attention 

when he agreed to accompany a group of Texas Tech scien

tists on an expedition to the unknown territory of the 

semi-savage Yaqui Indians in southern Sonora, Mexico. The 

exploration was described as "Texas Technological College's 
2 

first scientific expedition of importance." 

Members of the group included Dr. William Curry Hol-

den, Tech's director of archeological research; Dr, Richard 

A. Studhalter, head of Tech's biology department; Dr, Char

les J. Wagner, chief of staff of the West Texas Hospital; 

William G. McMillan, Lubbock businessman considered an 

authority on the study of birds and snakes; and Guy, who 

•^Ibid. 

^Guy family scrapbooks, "Yaqui Trip," p. 1. (Clip
pings from the Lubbock Avalanche-Journal.) 
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was to assist in recording data."̂  In addition, Harvard 

University attached to the group a physical anthropologist, 

Dr. Carl Seltzer. Ross Edwards and Frank Maddox, both of 

Lubbock, were added as outdoorsmen and camp assistants: 

and a Tech student, Bennie McWilliams, was included as cook, 

driver, and assistant archeolegist. 

The party left Lubbock March 1, spent two days near 

Tucson, then camped in isolated spots in the Yaqui country 

for the next five weeks before arriving back in Lubbock 

April 15. During that time the group conducted archeologi

cal, anthropological, ethnological, ethnobotanical and 

medical investigations of the Yaquis, and witnessed numer

ous rituals and ceremonies never seen by anyone outside 
3 

the tribe. Guy filed several stories a week back to the 

Avalanche-Journal and to the Associated Press during his 

month-and-a-half absence, chronicling the activities of 

the expedition's members as well as some of the more unus-
4 

ual habits of the Yaquis. 
While gaining statewide attention, however, Guy 

apparently was being missed by the regular readers of the 

"studies of the Yaqui Indians of Sonora, Mexico, 
Texas Technological College Bulletin, Vol. XII, No. 1, 
January, 1936, p. 8. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. 

^Guy family scrapbooks, "Yaqui Trip." 
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"Plainsman" column back home. An undated clipping in the 

Guy's scrapbook reflects the sentiments of one reader, 

under the headline, "The Plainsman Has At Least One Reader; 

He Breaks Out Into Verse:" 

Send Him Home 

Have you been noticin' for the last week or so 
There ain't nuthin to the Journal that comes 

to our do'. 
If ye ain't heered and still wonderin what's 

wrong, 
Well, I'll tell ye what's the matter--The 

Plainsman is gone. 
I've seen the "Girl on Broadway" and she 

Is sorter feelin' bad. 
If you will listen, I will tell you 

What she said. 
She said: "To H with the Yaquis, Tech 

Professors and all the rest 
For the Journal without the Plainsman 
Is like a coat without a vest. , . ," -, 

--Sherman B. Vance 

A little more than a decade later, loyal readers 

again would have to do without their regular "Plainsman" 

column for a month. A page one headline November 9, 1947, 

announced, Avalanche-Journal Editor To Write From Over-
2 

seas," The story explained that Guy was one of fourteen 

American newsmen selected by the U.S, Army for a thirty-

day inspection tour of the U,S, and British occupied zones 

in Germany and Austria. In addition, the group was asked 
3 

to study conditions in some parts of unoccupied Europe. 

•̂ Ibid. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Nov. 9, 1947, p. 1 

-̂ Ibid. 
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The only Southwestemer in the group, Guy announced 

that he would "lay West Texas yardstick on the situation 

and explain it in the sort of terms we out here know and 

understand." 

Invited by Secretary of the Army Kenneth Royall and 

General Lucius D. Clay, commander of the European theater's 

occupation forces, Guy reported that the letter of invita

tion expressed their hope that each editor would report on 

his impressions of military government and occupational 

operations, including any suggestions which might be indi-
2 

cated by the inspection. 

Guy began his daily dispatches back to the Avalanche-

Journal when the group arrived in Washington, D.C., for a 

three-day briefing. He planned to continue the dispatches 

daily as he toured the European countries. However, the 

terrific pace and tight schedule did not allow time for 

writing. Therefore, when he returned home he began a 

twenty-two-part series which ran in the Avalanche-Journal 
3 

and the Amarillo Daily News, starting December 28, 1947. 

Many of the articles were S3mipathetic pieces con

cerning the devastation he found in Germany. The headlines 

read, "Rubble Piles Preach Sermon for Peace," "Germany of 

^Ibid. ^Ibid 

^Guy family scrapbook, "European Trip--1947" (Clip
pings from Lubbock Avalanche-Journal.) 
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Today Is Hungry Nation," "Germans Are Due Pats On The 

Back," and "Germany's Farmer Has His Problems.""^ Three 

of the articles were devoted to the plight of the "Dis

placed Persons" in Europe, and several of the stories 

covered the condition of the U,S, Troops, In the final 

story of the series, Guy summed up his observations by 

urging compulsory military training in the U,S,; a big 

Army, Navy, and Air Force; and the adoption of the Marshall 
2 

Plan. Guy stated: 

We must do this because, unless we do, an 
utter collapse of all European economy is prac
tically certain...We must do this, too, to pro
vide a weapon against the encroachment of 
Communism and the Russian program of world 
domination. As costly as the Marshall Plan (or 
a substitute) might be, it still would be cheap 
in comparison to what it would cost us in case 
of world depression, or Russian success.,,and 
it would be costly in dollars only, rather than 
in dollars PLUS lives and blood,3 

The trip, however, and his subsequent comments on 

the war, did not represent a drastic change in Guy's pre

vious attitudes. As early as March of 1947, prior to the 

trip, Guy had commented in his regular "Plainsman" column 

on his ideas to insure peace and avoid atomic warfare: 

The only way of avoiding another outbreak of 
international conflict is to improve the everyday 
living of the majority of peoples of the earth; 
their religious, cultural, educational and health 

•'•Ibid, ^Ibid. -̂ Ibid. 

•̂ "The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 
7, 1947, sec, 2, p. 14. 
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standards. It stands to reason, then, that if 
the strong help the weak-individuals as well as 
nations-the deepseated reasons for warcin be 
removed....The business of fashioning a better 
T r i n . f r ^K^ revolve nearly so much around what 
is done in the world capitals as around what is 
done in the countless thousands of Lubbocks which 
dot the globe.... 

Better schools, better churches, better homes, 
more boys and girls' clubs, more wholesome recrea
tional outlets--in the Lubbocks of the world are 
the basic essentials. Make the people of the 
world happier, better satisfied; give us all a 
broader vision and a greater capacity for learn
ing; sharpen our understanding of the spiritual on 
a world-wide basis, and mankind can quit worrvine 
about "Atom and Evil."l 

Except for the post-war European excursion, Guy had 

remained on the homefront during the war years, and he 

continued to gain stature "stateside," both as a citizen 

and as a newspaperman. In 1936 he was elected by fellow 

editors to the board of directors of the Texas Election 

Bureau, a position he held for thirty consecutive years--

longer than anyone else in Bureau history. 

A 33rd degree Mason, Guy was elected in 1938 as 

president of the sixty-third Scottish Rite reunion class, 

which met in El Paso. He was elected to the Lubbock school 

board in 1941 and served until 1947. In 1956 he was appoin

ted by the State Department to the International Committee 

to Study and Report on NATO operations in Italy. Under 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 
7, 1947, sec. 2, p. 14. 

2 
"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Dec. 2, 

1966, sec. 2, p. 8. 

http://Trin.fr
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appointment of Governor Price Daniel in 1957, Guy began 

one of the longest tenures in the history of the Texas Com

mission on Alcoholism, serving twenty-one years through 

1976. Guy returned to Europe in 1968 as a representative 

of President Lyndon Johnson on the twenty-fifth anniver

sary of the Marshall Plan. It was a trip that was parti

cularly gratifying to Guy, because he had the opportunity 

to see the rebuilding of the devastated places he had seen 

before and to view first hand the fruition of the Marshall 
2 

Plan he had advocated twenty-five years earlier. 

During his career Guy's positions included: board 

of directors of the Fort Worth and Denver Railway Co. 

(Burlington Lines in Texas); president and several terms 

as director of the Lubbock Rotary Club; president and life 

trustee of the West Texas Museum Association; president 

and director of the Panhandle-South Plains Fair; vice 

president and director of the El Paso Times ; and director 

of the Amarillo Globe-News . In 1948 he was asked to be 

commencement speaker for the August graduating class at Sul 

Ross State Teachers College. In 1968 he received an honor-
3 

ary doctor of law degree from Texas Tech. 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Oct. 
5, 1976. 

2. 

library 

Tbid. 

^Charles A. Guy File, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
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A member of the Associated Press Managing Editors 

Association since 1925, Guy served fourteen years as treas

urer. He became vice president of the APME in 1950 and 

was elected president in May 1951, after the retirement of 

the Fort Worth Star Telegram's James Record. 

An unusual honor came to Guy in 1949 when he was 

named Outstanding Editor in Texas by the city of Laredo as 

part of its Founding Fiesta May 15 and 16. Laredo's mayor, 

who headed up the selection committee, stated: 

We think we have expressed the sentiment of 
the entire Texas newspaper profession in selec
ting Chas. A. Guy. We feel he is the type of 
man the Founding Fathers of Laredo would have 
selected to operate their town's newspaper « 
when Laredo was first founded 194 years ago. 

Among letters of congratulations in Guy's personal 

scrapbooks is a note from then Senator Lyndon Johnson. It 

read: 

If you were not a modest man you would not 
have been surprised at the honor conferred upon 
you at Laredo. I am not modest where you are 
concerned. As a result I was not in the least 
surprised. Best personal regards. 

Lyndon 

As a member of the American Society of Newspaper 

Editors, Guy attracted national attention from his peers 

•^Ibid 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, May 11, 1949, p, 1 

^Guy family scrapbooks, "Trips--IV." 
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when he served on a panel discussion of the controversial 

Mickey Jelke court case during the ASNE national conven

tion of 1953. 

A New York judge had barred the press from the sen

sational Jelke vice trial in 1953, and the ASNE had put 

together a panel to discuss the pros and cons of the judge's 

decision. Taking the unpopular side in support of the 

judge, Guy said, "Even so noble a breed as editors is not 

always infallible in judgment in handling such a mess of 

filth. . .we would have had the biggest orgy of sex play-by

play reporting in history," 

Most of his remarks were rather tongue-in-cheek, 

drawing much laughter according to one report, which quoted 

Guy: 

Our readers know there is dillying where there 
should be dallying and dallying where there should 
be dillying. . .We don't have to prove it to them on 
page one. The judgment of himians is frequently 2 
thrown off by dollar sign spots before their eyes. 

But the end result was a flood of letters of support 

and favorable comments, even from those on the opposite 

side of the debate. One such letter came from Alicia Pat

terson, editor and publisher of News day in Long Island, who 

served on the panel representing the "con" side. She wrote 

Guy: 

•''Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, April 19, 1953, p. 1. 

Guy family scrapbooks, "Clippings--VI." 
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I feel that we should be on a first name 
basis on account of our extraordinary perform
ance in D.C. I should say, your performance 
Lester Markel was so enthralled that he plans to 
ask you to write a piece for his Times book sec
tion. Me, I didn't get no (sic) offers.1 

This sentiment was reiterated in a letter from James 

Pope, executive editor of the Louisville Times and Courier-

Journal : 

I was talking to Alicia Patterson Saturday 
night after her horse had won the [Kentucky] 
Derby, and she was still more interested in the 
brilliant job you did on the Jelke panel in 
Washington.2 

A letter from Walker Stone, editor-in-chief of the 

Scripps-Howard Newspapers, told Guy: 

I see the newspapers are still referring to 
Ike's speech. But most of the members of the 
Society I ran into in New York were still talking 
about Charlie Guy's speech.3 

A later letter from Stone referred to another member 

of the panel who was on the "con" side, Malcolm Bingay 

of the Detroit Free Press: 

I have a letter from Bing saying "I was not 
quite sure how I went, as that 'avalanche from 
Texas'dam near blew me out of the water" . 4 

1953.) 

1953.) 

1953.) 

1953.) 

•'•Ibid. (Alicia Patterson, personal letter, May 12, 

^Ibid, (James S. Pope, personal letter. May 5, 

-^Ibid. (Walker Stone, personal letter, April 24, 

^Ibid, (Walker Stone, personal letter, April 30, 
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Similar letters came from Turner Catledge of the 

New York Times, Vincent Jones of the Gannett Newspapers, 

Wright Bryan of the Atlanta Journal, Stan Barnett of the 

Cleveland Plain Dealer, James Record of the Fort Worth 

Star-Telegram, and James Chambers of the Dallas Times Her

ald. George W. Healy Jr. , of the New Orleans Times Pica

yune,wrote his remarks to the ASNE monthly magazine: 

Anybody who didn't get full return from their 
ASNE dues and convention expenses from Charley 
(sic) Guy's performance should consult a psychia
trist. The Jelke panel was a highlight to end 
all highlights in convention humor.1 

The next year Guy was asked to speak to a session 

of the ASNE annual convention. He chose as his topic the 

controversial Kinsey Report on female sexual behavior. 

Commenting on the dilemma some editors found themselves in 

when the report came out, Guy said: 

Newspaper editors got more excited about Dr. 
Albert Kinsey's report than their readers did.... 
It caused great soul searching among editors. 
The problem was whether to play the story up at 
the risk of offending readers, or play it down 
and lose sales. Peculiarly, John Public and 
his good wife Jane took the whole thing in stride, 
and neither the book or the newspapers sold as 
many copies as expected. The editors who gave it 
lurid display received not nearly as many pro
tests as when the society department marries the 
wrong girl to the wrong boy. 

•̂ Ibid. ("The Bulletin," monthly magazine of the 
ASNE, May 1, 1953, p. 7.) 
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We learn from 1'affaire Kinsey that it is 
possible for us to take ourselves and our pro
duct much more seriously than does the cash cus
tomer . 1 

In April, 1955, Guy was named to the board of direc

tors of the ASNE, That same year he was the "mystery 

speaker" to that group's convention when William Randolph 

Hearst Jr, cancelled his scheduled address on his recent 

trip behind the Iron Curtain. According to an Associated 

Press report, Guy, on short notice, put together a tongue-

in-cheek speech on "Sex Behind the Iron Curtain" and pro

ceeded to keep the editors "in stitches" for ten minutes, 

2 
telling Texas yarns in a Muscovite setting. 

As he gained in his professional standing, Guy also 

was gaining in stature as a man to be reckoned with in 

political circles. Guy has known personally every governor 

of Texas , beginning with his meeting with Governor Pat Neff 

in Lubbock in 1924. In addition, he has known most of the 

U.S. Senators from the state of Texas during the last fifty-

five years. Until his retirement, Guy knew and visited with 

every U.S. president since Franklin Delano Roosevelt. The 

editor recalled first meeting Harry Truman when Truman was 

in the Lubbock area campaigning for FDR's re-election. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, April 18, 1954, p. 1 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, April 23, 1955, p, 1 
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"While he was here, he gave me a quart of whiskey--

if I had known he was going to become president, too, I 

would have saved the bottle," 

Guy's closest presidential friend was, of course, 

Texas-bom Lyndon Johnson, with whom he visited and corres

ponded almost from the beginning of Johnson's political 

career. 

"I even interviewed LBJ twice while he was in the 

bathtub," Guy said, adding, "Johnson was the kind of man 

who never forgot a friend, even after he became presi

dent."^ 

On the local scene it was widely known that any 

aspiring politician needed to pay at least a courtesy call 
3 

to Guy when election time rolled around. As the filing 

deadline neared for city or state elections, a steady 

stream of office-seekers could be observed in the Avalanche-
4 

Journal news room, coming to pay homage to Charlie Guy. 

One notable exception to this rule was W, Reed Quil-

liam, now professor of law at Texas Tech, who served four 

•^Interview with Charles A, Guy, 3509 43rd St,, 
Oct, 5, 1976, 

^Ibid. 

•^Interview with Reed Quilliam, Texas Tech Law School, 
July 12, 1978. 

^Ibid., and personal observations of author, June, 
1953-Nov. 1972. 
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consecutive terms in the Texas Legislature representing 

the Lubbock district. Comparatively new to the Lubbock 

area when he made his first political race in 1960, Quilliam 

took the advice of supporters and called on Guy. According 

to Quilliam: 

It was apparent from the beginning that Mr, 
Guy was much more conservative than I was. He 
was very opinionated, and more dogmatic in per
son that he was in his writing...,It wasn't a 
very comfortable situation for me. I saw him 
in his office maybe one more time during my 
eight years in the Legislature.1 

Quilliam added that he likes Guy personally, but had 

detected a basic conflict that he realized would not be 

resolved: 

Mr. Guy felt that there was a group of down
town businessmen who knew best for the city and 
the state, and that they should be listened to 
more than others. I wanted to be independent of 
being told what to do by that one group, but Mr. 
Guy had come to believe that this group represen
ted the majority thought in this area--and maybe 
he was right, I don't know.2 

Interview with Reed Quilliam, Texas Tech Law School, 
July 12, 1978 

^Ibid. 



PART III 

CHARLIE GUY: THE EMPIRE BUILDER 



CHAPTER III 

THE EDITOR AND HIS COMMUNITY 

Whether or not they were always right, that "group 

of downtown businessmen" to which Reed Quilliam referred 

was known in Lubbock as the "Empire Builders." Whatever 

the identity of the others--and apparently the make-up of 

the group changed from time to time over the years--Charlie 

Guy was considered the number-one spokesman of the group 
2 

throughout his career. As early as 1937, the term empire 

builder was applied to Guy by the Houston Chronicle, which 

featured the Lubbock area in a long article headlined, 

"Thriving Cattle Kingdom of South Plains Forced to Share 
'I 

Throne with King Cotton." 

The article examined the cattle and cotton industries 

on the South Plains, as well as business, industry, and 

Texas Tech. Regarding the area itself, the Chronicle stated 

In the book. Evolution of a University, Rushing and 
Nail refer to this group as "kingmakers" (p. 31); Quilliam 
and many others use the term "Empire Builders." 

^Interview with Reed Quilliam, Texas Tech Law School, 
July 12, 1978; personal observations of author. 

Guy family scrapbooks. (Clipping from the Houston 
Chronicle, Dec. 12, 1937, p. 11. 

77 
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The day of the empire builder has not passed 
here in this West Texas country. The builder is 
still at work. His handiwork can be seen on every 
side. And not the least important cog in this 
business of building an empire is the man who 
sells the country to the outside world. Such a 
man is Charles A. Guy, empire salesman extraordi
nary. Publisher of the Lubbock Avalanche and 
Journal, newspapers which blanket the South Plains, 
he long since elected to tell the world about this 
region. Wherever he goes in Texas and the nation 
--and he is constantly on the move--he tells the 
story of Lubbock and the South Plains. An amazing 
story it is, too, of the opening up of a new coun
try. 1 

Guy was not "without honor in his own country. 

Earlier that year a group of Guy's friends--many of whom 

were among the original empire builders--took out a two-

page ad in the Avalanche-Journal to commemorate the thir

teenth anniversary of Guy's arrival in Lubbock. Over the 

signatures of fifty-seven prominent business and profes

sional men, the double-page spread depicted a picture of 

Guy on the left hand page and a sketch of "The Plainsman" 

on the right hand page. The headline read, "Dedicated to 

The Plainsman Who Has Completed His Thirteenth Year in 

Lubbock!"^ 

The text, set in large type across both pages, read 

as follows : 

•'•Ibid. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 24, 1937, pp. 6-7. 
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To the writer, who has been passing out 
"Flowers to the Living,"1 for quite some time 
in Lubbock, we as a group of his friends and 
admirers feel that it is about time to toss a 
few orchids his way. To the "punk of a kid who 
made his entry into Lubbock with a cap and a 
valise and an ambition to conquer the world," 
we extend heartfelt felicitations for his success 
in Lubbock and on the South Plains. To the 
Plainsman, who has been riding "loose herd" over 
column one of the Journal's editorial page for 
the past 13 years, and whose frame is 80 pounds 
heavier, we want to say, "Nice going, Old Boy!" 
To the citizen, who 13 years ago had nothing to 
worry about except an extra shirt and whose 
responsibility now embraces a wife, three kids, 
a saddle horse, a pup (and a host of friends), 
we express sincere congratulations. To the man, 
who has made the lives of many of us brighter 
with his daily comment, nonsensical and other
wise, we wish to show our appreciation.2 

Among the fifty-seven citizens who paid for and 

signed the advertisement were W. G. Alderson, Sled Allen, 

Hy Allen, Sam Arnett, S. E. Cone, A. B. Davis, Amo Dalby, 

Sam Dunn, Ross Edwards, Jerry Fulton, Roy Furr, J. A. For-

tenberry, Amos Howard, Jerry Jarrett, Lonnie Langs ton, 

Morris Levine, E. J. Parsons, W. A, Posey, Parker Prouty, 

C. I. Wall, and Charles Whitacre. 

Guy occasionally singled out some Lubbock Citizen 
whom he felt had made a special contribution to the commun
ity and wrote about him in his "Plainsman" column under a 
"Flowers for the Living Department" subheading. 

2 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 24, 1937, pp. 6-7. 
3 
The names of the fifty-seven signers of the ad 

appeared in their own handwriting, and were not set into 
type. This partial list represents those names that were 
legible. 
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Apparently both surprised and touched by the ges

ture, "The Plainsman" wrote the next day: 

Probably no one will believe it, but The 
Plainsman was the most surprised person in Lubbock 
to see that two-page spread...he has never been 
more pleased than over those kind words and those 
57 signatures. One thing is certain: The Plainsman 
is downright ashamed of himself for griping so many 
times about having to write a daily column. The 
task should be and is an opportunity which comes 
but to a few newspaper people and those to whom it 
does come should consider it highly.1 

Area editors also took note of this turnabout on the 

Lubbock editor by his readers. The editor of the Muleshoe 

Journal wrote: 

If the public generally and the readers of the 
Avalanche in particular had known about such an 
idea being sprung at this time, there are probably 
a thousand or more people outside of Lubbock who 
would have been glad to also had (sic) their names 
subscribed to that dedication.2 

In spite of the tribute, however, things were not 

always "sweetness and light" between Guy and some of the 

community leaders. Notable examples were the clashes Guy 

had with the Rev. R. C. Campbell, pastor of the powerful 

First Baptist Church. The first disagreement came between 

"The Plainsman" and Campbell over a 1931 sermon on the 

"preoccupation of Lubbock young people with dancing," a 

•'•"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 
25, 1937, p. 6. 

2 
Guy family scrapbooks, "Clippings--!." 
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pastime the minister felt was evil. "The Plainsman" 

defended the city's young people, drawing another sermon 

from Campbell. 

"The Plainsman" took Campbell to task in 1932 over 

a sermon that "atheism and infidelity are being taught at 

Texas Technological College," a charge that Campbell did 

not substantiate with either names of offenders or inci-
2 

dents of occurrence. After a thorough investigation by 

college officials, no evidence could be found to support 

Campbell's allegation, but Campbell and others further 

criticized the Avalanche-Journal for even reporting the 

incident. In an editorial the Avalanche responded: 

[We] have no quarrel with the critics, but 
at the same time have no apology to offer for 
printing the news in this or any other case 
where the public is entitled to public informa
tion. 3 

With Lubbock facing the prospect of a local option 

election on beer in August, 1933, "The Plainsman" had the 

audacity to write, "If Texas legalizes beer, Lubbock County 

it4 
may just as well legalize it too." 

•'•Powell, "Lubbock Avalan che-Journal, " p. 30. 

^Ibid. 

-̂ Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 12, 1932, p, 6. 

"̂ "The Plainsman," Lubbock Aval an che-Journal, Aug 
9, 1933, p. 6. 
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The issue gave rise to one of Guy's widely quoted 

oneliners, "The wages of gin is breath"; •'• and also gave 

rise to another sermon by Campbell, Guy responded: 

I still think it would be dumb for Lubbock 
County to stay dry with Texas wet, to see your 
cotinty knee deep in illegal beer at high prices , 
with nothing for revenue, and to have a lot of 
our business shunted off to nearby counties 
where beer would be legal,2 

In 1934 Guy took on the board of directors of the 

Lubbock Independent School District after they had passed 

a resolution in private session requesting the resignation 

of superintendent M. H. Duncan. All of the board members 

refused to comment on the action, and the Plainsman respon

ded, "the public is entitled to know the facts--not only 

about last night's major business of the board, but about 
3 

every major business of that body." 

The next day Guy admitted, "All the Plainsman has 

heard is how wrong he is . . .but since the Plainsman hasn't 

run into anyone but silk-stockinged folks, he hasn't give 

up the ship." 

•'•"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Aug. 
3, 1933, p. 4. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Aug. 
16, 1933, p. 6. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 
31, 1934, p. 6. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 
1, 1934, p. 6. 
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Referring to this nebulous "silk-stocking" group, 

Guy added: 

They make up just a small percentage of the 
citizenship of Lubbock, and although they take 
more interest in Lubbock than the rest of us... 
their opinions are not necessarily a criterion 
of public opinion. That being the case, and 
having a mind of his own, your humble servant 
is nowhere near crying "calf rope" on the propo
sition that people have a right to know what the 
school board is doing. And that's that.l 

The next day the board relented and explained for 

publication their actions, which were based on Duncan's 

participation in civic and religious affairs. "The Plains

man" reflected one of his basic philosophies when he wrote: 

Personally, the Plainsman thinks it's good 
for a town to liave a little rookus once in a 
while. It stirs up public opinion and boots us 
all out of our lethargy. People--that is most 
of them--can disagree in principle and still 
not get personal with it and that kind of honest 
disagreement has never hurt any town or individ
ual. 2 

A longtime adversary of Guy, W. D. "Dub" Rushing of 

Lubbock, maintained a running feud with the editor which 

spanned several decades. Pvushing came to be known as the 

spokesman for the "anti-Guy" faction in Lubbock although 

neither man admits to any personal animosity now that Guy 

3 
is retired. 

^Ibid, 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb 
2, 1934, p. 10. 

^Interview with W. D. "Dub" Rushing, Briercroft 
Center, June 26, 1979. 
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"bow could I hate a man who made me a million dol

lars?" Rushing asked. He credits Guy with inadvertently 

enabling him to pick up 150 acres of 50th Street property 

for "almost nothing": 

Charlie Guy had been on the zoning board and 
was still considered the "zoning czar" in many 
ways . He decided that there would be no commer
cial property on 50th Street except at the half-
mile points. He wrote in his column that it 
would never be commercial, and most people took 
his word as "gospel." When the property came 
available, I was able to "steal it" for $650,000 

, --just a few cents per square foot. The land 
[the Briercroft Center and the surrounding area] 
is now worth several dollars per square foot.l 

Rushing admitted to being a secret admirer of Guy's 

in some respects: 

Charlie grew up here taking on a straw at a 
time. After all, a newspaper should be the audi
tor of the community--looking over everything and 
criticizing when necessary. Also, he kept well 
informed and remembered events so well. His col
umns were excellent, and I looked forward to his 
trips and the speeches and columns that always 
followed, 2 

Rushing moved to Lubbock from Plainview within a 

year of when Guy came to Lubbock as the new editor in 1924. 

Rushing's mother was the first postmistress at Texas Tech, 

and he is founder of the Varsity Bookstore. Rushing traced 

his first encounter with Guy to the mid-1940s when Guy was 

on the school board: 

Bill Evans, a young attorney, and I were just 
out of World War II. Like the "kids" of the '60s 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. 
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we were going to change everything and be against 
the establishment. Bill decided to run against 
Guy for the school board. I didn't have much to 
do with it. I had taken up the hobby of trying 
to get rich. But I did support Evans, and Guy 
lost. Beginning then, I felt that the A ^ should
n't be on all the important boards and committees 
in town all the time. It seems like a conflict 
of interest to me.l 

Rushing and Guy first clashed over zoning concern

ing an area of 34th Street, now known as Indiana Gardens. 

The case went to court, and the judge ruled in Rushing's 

favor. Guy wrote a front-page editorial castigating both 
2 

Rushing and the j udge. 

In retrospect. Rushing maintained that the two men 

never really hated each other, but that both capitalized 

on a superficial hate. "I just figured he had a column to 
3 

fill," Rushing said of Guy's occasional attacks in print: 
I think Guy liked me, but he couldn't control 

me. One thing is sure, when he was there, the 
A-J had a good "shop." The difference now is 
that these new people who run the Avalanche-Jour
nal [Morris Communications] have to be toTS. 
about the territory--Charlie Guy knew the terri
tory. 4 

Another adversary, primarily during the 1960s, was 

Marvin McLarty Jr., a lifelong Lubbock resident who was 

elected to the City Council in 1962. McLarty had two 

strikes against him when he took office as far as Guy was 

concerned: 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. ^Ibid, ^Ibid, 
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1) he was a friend of Dub Rushing; and 2) he had 

defeated Frank Chappel, who had been supported by the 

"empire builders," 

The first dispute between Guy and McLarty came when 

McLarty took office and revealed that the City of Lubbock 

only had to run its legal notices in the Aval an che-Journal 

twice, instead of three or four times as it had been doing, 

The discovery, and subsequent cutback, cost the newspaper 

several thousand dollars a year in advertising revenue. 

McLarty's estimate was roughly $40,000. 

McLarty next imdertook a study of the Board of City 

Development of the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce. McLarty 

claimed that the city gave to the Lubbock BCD more money 

than all of the cities in Texas combined gave to their 
3 

chambers of commerce. 

After McLarty's term expired, he began circulating 

petitions to bring the matter to a vote of the residents 

of Lubbock. About the election, McLarty explained: 

All I was asking for, when I first raised the 
question in 1962, was an accounting of the money, 
I thought the BCD should be responsible to the 

•^Interview with Marvin McLarty Jr. , Seahorse Swim 
School, July 18, 1979. 

^Ibid. 

The city charter made it mandatory that one-half 
mill of every one dollar valuation of taxable property 
(five cents of every dollar) be given to the BCD. 
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City Council, rather than have the Council just 
give them the money and never know where it went, 
I never once thought any of them had stolen any 
money, or even misspent it. I didn't then, and 
don't now doubt their honesty or even their judg
ment. After I left the Council, however, I circu
lated a petition to change the way the BCD was 
funded, I wanted the Council to have the power 
to grant funding or deny it on a yearly basis, 
depending on the city's priorities at any given 
time, 1 

However, Charlie Guy and the "empire builders" 

thought otherwise of McLarty's motives, and rallied to the 

defense of the BCD as though he wanted to abolish it alto

gether, McLarty said the coverage of the campaign was 

manipulated, and the news was distorted by the Avalanche-

Journal. The final blow came with the wording on the bal

lot, for which McLarty blamed Mayor W. D. "Dub" Rogers: 

Mayor Rogers was past president of the Cham
ber of Commerce and questioning any of its actions 
was, to him, like raping Shirley Temple. Instead 
of wording it like it was on the petition, Rogers 
made it sound like a flat "yes, we will continue 
to have a BCD" or "no, it will no longer be funded 
by the city." Even so, the BCD won only a narrow 
victory--around 500 votes made the difference.2 

McLarty cited what he termed Guy's vindictiveness, 

especially against someone who angered him, as a prime rea

son for his feelings about Guy today: 

A lot of people will say, "I like Charlie Guy 
personally, but I disagreed with him on issues, 
or I didn't like his newspaper policies." What 

•'•Interview with Marvin McLarty Jr. , Seahorse Swim 
School, July 18, 1979. 

^Ibid. 
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I say is, "Overall the Avalanche-Journal was an 
excellent newspaper--superior to most--and Char
lie Guy was a good editor. But as a person I 
thought he was a horse's ass!"l 

McLarty is convinced that one of Guy's tactics 

with council members was to write something complimentary 

about one of them, then call up a week or so later and ask 

that he support or oppose something Guy was interested in. 

Former Mayor Rogers, however, insists that Guy never attempt 

ed to incluence him or dominate him: 

This baloney about Charlie Guy running this 
and that is totally false. He never tried to 
push me or dominate me--or the town. He felt 
strongly about things, and wasn't at all 
bashful about expressing his opinion. He wasn't 
always right, either, but you couldn't question 
his motives--they were right from the heart. Char
lie was truly an old line journalist who tried to 
look at things with an objective eye.2 

A community organization which came in for much of 

Guy's scorn and sarcasm over the years was the League of 

Women Voters--which Guy always called, "The Plague of Women 

Vipers."-^ 

After the interview, McLarty inquired if that state
ment would be used. The author responded affirmatively, 
adding that Mr. Guy would probably think it was funny. 
McLarty agreed, adding, "Coming from me, he'll probably take 
it as a compliment!" 

^Interview with W. D. "Dub" Rogers, Metro Tower, 
July 18, 1979. 

-^Interview with Halcyon Baggett, Webster and Harris 
Advertising, June 13, 1978. 
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One of the most active women in the League over a 

thirty-year period was Halcyon Baggett, now creative direc

tor for Webster and Harris Advertising Agency in Lubbock. 

Mrs. Baggett was president of the local league from 1952-

1956 and from 1960-1962. She served on the state LWV Board 

from 1956-1958 and again in the early 1970s. 

"Because of the way he referred to us , a lot of peo

ple thought we were always at odds," Mrs, Baggett said. 

But the former League president denied that the animosity 

was as extensive as it seemed to some observers: 

In the early days his remarks were more 
"tongue-in-cheek" than anything. But he never 
believed that we should take a stand on an issue, 
and thought our sole purpose should be to "get 
out the vote." The thing he really got down on 
us for was the League's early support of the 
United Nations, But on zoning matters and on 
voting machines, to name two issues affecting 
the community, lie was always with us. 2 

Mrs . Baggett did not believe that Guy was ever unfair 

as far as the Avalanche-Journal coverage of the issues or 

any other news. 

We didn't have "m.anaged" news in those days. 
We had news, and we had editorial policy. As a 
matter of fact, Charlie liked our position on 
many issues that affected the community and 
gave us good coverage. Once, when the County 
Commissioners had raised their own salaries for 
the third time in four years, while a home for 
the elderly in Lubbock remained in dire need, 
the League took petitions around in protest. 3 
Charlie gave us front page coverage on that one. 

^Ibid. ^Ibid, ^Ibid 
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Guy was widely known for his support of any aspect 

of the community that would bring positive growth, pres

tige or respectability for Lubbock. In the 1937 Houston 

Chronicle article, Lubbock's economic stability was singled 

out: 

It was one of the "white spots" on the busi
ness map of the nation more often than any city 
of its size, or under 100,000 population, during 
the depression. Its three banks are still open 
and doing business--there were no bank failures, 
no mergers, no consolidations.1 

Guy, of course, had been one of the leaders in rally

ing support for the banks during these financially perilous 

times, helping to insure that they all stayed open to serve 
2 

the community during the depression. 

As indicated on the Plains Journal masthead in 1924, 

Guy's "platform" continued to be diversified farming, a 

better South Plains Fair, a civic center or community audi-
3 

torium, better highways, better parks, and civic pride. 

To these priorities he added, over the years, cooperation 

with Reese Air Force Base and enthusiastic support for the 

development of Texas Tech. 

A few years before his retirement Guy wrote of the 

Reese-Lubbock relationship: 

•'•Guy family scrapbooks (Clipping from the Houston 
Chronicle, Dec, 12, 1937, p. 11. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St,, Sept 
23, 1976. 

Plains Journal, May 1, 1924, p. 6. 
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Those of the military have made great contri
butions to living in Lubbock since that day in 
December of 1941, when the first cadre arrived at 
what then was "Lubbock Army Flying School." Air 
Force personnel, their wives and children, have 
taken part in every worthwhile endeavor and their 
civilian counterparts have done all they could 
to make this cooperation both inviting and reward
ing. 1 

Coincidentally, in that same column, Guy mentioned 

the Panhandle-South Plains Fair: 

There just ain't nuthin' (sic) like the Fair in 
these parts. It's come up from a punkin show 
nearly five decades back to one of the great terri
torial expositions of the country,2 

Regarding Texas Tech, Guy must have written volumes 

of material over a span of forty-nine years, In Evolution 

of a University the authors stated: 

For many years through his Plainsman column 
and unsigned editorials, he let the people know 
how he felt about things, and very often his sub
ject was Texas Tech.,.. 

One member of the faculty who has known Tech 
for many years has described it as the most myth-
ridden institution he has ever been acquainted 
with. Much of the mythology has had to do with 
Tech and town, and the Charlie Guy myth became 
the synthesis of all that. To faculty from other 
parts of the country he often seemed to represent 
the essence of conservatism and anti-intellectual-
ism that they felt in the dry plains air... Charlie 
Guy knew he was a legend. In his daily column he 
built up an image, the reality of which only his 
close friends could judge. Newcomers were in
clined to ask, after they had read the Avalanche-
Journal for a while and heard the talk at college 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Sept 
23, 1966, sec. 2, p. 14. 

^Ibid, 
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gatherings: "Is_ there a Charlie Guy?" And the 
answer to that was, "Yes, Virginia, as certainly 
as there are common sense, cotton crops, and cash 
on the South Plains of Texas,"1 

In addition to cash, there were abundant financial 

opportunities as the city grew, but apparently Guy never 

used his knowledge of community projects or proposals to 

"feather his own nest," 

"I was the one that had his hand on the gear shift, 

and I exercised that power--not for the power, but for the 
2 

community," Guy reflected, 

Guy has been reported to be a millionaire, an idea 

he scoffs at although several million dollars were involved 

when the sale of the Amarillo Globe-News and Lubbock Ava

lanche-Journal began in 1951. At that time thirty-five per 

cent of the stock was sold to the Panhandle Publishing 

Company, owned by the descendants of J. A. Whittenburg of 

Amarillo. By 1954 all of the remaining shares were trans

ferred to the Whittenburg's control, although an unwritten 

agreement gave Guy and Parker Prouty control of the opera-
4 

tion of the Lubbock paper for as long as they desired. 

^Nall and Rushing, Evolution of a University, p. 32. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug. 
22, 1978. 

Cliff Avery, "Charlie Guy Is Well-Pleased," Times 
West, Lubbock, Tex., Oct. 14, 1977, p. 5. Referring to the 
article Guy said in 1978, "I don't know where that young 
man got his information on my financial situation"; but he 
did not actually confirm or deny the accuracy of tlie state
ment. 

^Powell,"Lubbock Avalanche-Journal," p. 43. 
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As far as financial gain from the community itself, 

Guy recalled a few of his many opportunities, all of which 

he turned down: 

In the early years there was supposed to be a 
potential "oil boom" around Idalou, and a local 
man was going to let me in on the action. I told 
him, "Hell, I was an oil patch kid--and I remem
ber my father saying he'd rather shoot craps for 
a living!" 

On another occasion, the paper had been back
ing a street change, to swing Texas Avenue into 
Avenue H at 30th Street, I found out a year 
ahead of time that the City Council was going to 
do it, and a few others knew about it too. A 
bunch of them got together and started buying up 
the empty parcels of land for almost nothing. 
They offered to cut me in, but I refused, mainly 
because the A-J had campaigned editorially for 
the move as being good for the town.l 

During the 1930s Guy was offered a membership in the 

$100,000 Club," a group of Lubbock men who decided that 

each would put $10,000 in a mutual "pot," then use the money 

to buy up property, either to re-sell when values increased 

or to build on it, dependj^ing on the economic situation. 

Guy said: 

There was nothing wrong with the idea, but I 
turned them dovm for fear that some future con
flict of interest situation might turn up as far 
as the newspaper's position might be concerned.2 

On his overall success Guy has a definite philosophy: 

I believe that the success of a newspaper is 
built around the personality of the editor. He 
might be hated or might be loved, but he must be 
highly respected. To reach the ultimate in 

•^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug. 
22, 1978. 

^Ibid. 
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success, financial or otherwise, it [the news
paper] had to have a personality. That might 
not be true any more; there is a "new school 
of thought" on the matter--I don't give a 
damn, frankly.1 

More than anything Guy deplores the rising trend of 

chain newspaper operation as "the worst thing that has 
2 

happened to this country." 

He observed, "No matter how paternalistic such a 

paper is, no matter how good it is, it can't have the same 
3 

gut feeling about the community." 

^Ibid. ^Ibid. "̂ Ibid 



CHAPTER VIII 

THE EDITOR AND PERSONAL JOURNALISM 

As Charlie Guy, the man and the newspaper editor, 

came to be identified with his community, so did his per

sonality begin to fuse with the newspaper he ran. Reared 

in an era of personal-style journalists, such as Joseph 

Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst, Guy naturally was 

mindful of these early newspaper giants when it came to 

implanting his own personality in the Avalanche-Journal. 

In addition to the big names of the metropolitan 

journalists. Guy seemed especially admiring of and most 

able to identify with the small-toxm personal journalists, 

such as William Allen White of Emporia, Kansas, and Ed Howe 

of Atchison, Kansas, who gained national recognition in 

spite of the size of their "empires," 

At least one reason for this might be that Guy was 

in partnership with Ed Howe's son. Gene Howe, of Lubbock's 

rival city, Amarillo, As the widely quoted "Tactless Texan 

of the Amarillo Globe-News, the younger Howe gained a repu

tation in his own right as a personal journalist. When 

Howe came to Lubbock in 1939 to address the Texas Tech Jour

nalism department, a page one story in the Avalanche-Journal 

95 
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called him "one of the most widely known newspapermen in 

America." \^ether or not this was true. Professor Cecil 

Home, head of the journalism department, was quoted as 

saying, "Howe's appearance has been sought here for several 

years...we feel that having him here is a big event for our 
2 

department." 

On Howe's arrival Guy devoted an entire column to 

the man known as "Col. Erasmus Ebenezer Elberfield Tack" or 

"Old Tack," whom Guy described as the most important factor 
3 

in Amarillo daily life. Guy wrote: 

It is a matter of record that he has carved 
his own niche; that by his keen knowledge of what 
people like to read, and through his superb show
manship, he has become more widely known than any 
small city editor in America. It is not infre
quently that Gene Howe's editorial acrobatics 
].and him on the front pages of his contemporary 
publications.4 

Unlike his counterpart to the north, Guy shunned 

personal publicity for himself, or even members of his fam

ily, in his own newspaper, except when directly involved in 

a breaking news story. On one occasion in 1939 Avalanche-

Joumal staff members took advantage of a brief absence of 

Guy to run a one-column picture of the editor in the place 

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, May 11, 1939, p. 1. 

^Ibid. 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, May 11, 
1939, p. 10. 

"̂ Ibid. 
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where the column usually ran. They explained in the cap

tion, "This is the first picture of him which has appeared 

in his own newspaper in years, and the first that has ever 

appeared in his column." 

Guy seemed to want the professional stature in his 

own right, like Howe, but not by publicizing himself in his 

own newspaper. An early indication of his feelings toward 

those he regarded highly in the profession appeared in a 

"Plainsman" coltmin in 1935 during the first Roosevelt admin

istration: 

Men have different ideas of glory, depending 
on their personal efforts and their outlooks on 
life....For instance Harold Ickes would not give 
a snap of his patrician fingers to be considered 
in a newspaper class with Charles A. Dana, Herb
ert Bayard Swope, Walter M. Harrison or Stanley 
Walker, while the Plainsman would hock his soul, 
almost, to get into that category.2 

Three years later Guy was asked to address a conven

tion of Oklahoma newspaper editors. Guy selected as his 

topic, "Personal Journalism." He was quoted in the Daily 

Oklahoman: 

The days of personal journalism still live, 
and the editor of today publishes a newspaper far 
superior to those of Dana, Greeley, Pulitzer and 
the others. 

In the old days, personal journalism meant 
calling somebody else a so-and-so. We still have 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, March 29, 1939, p. 8, 

"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Jan. 
21, 1935, p. 4. 
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personal journalism, but the method has changed. 
We don't call names now. 

But the paper which reflects the personality 
of its editor is the most successful still. The 
man with newspaper It is going to get there. You 
need newspaper "uumphh," No newspaper is what the 
men who make it think it is, It's what the read
ers think it is,1 

Guy cited several newspapers that he felt had strik

ing personalities, such as the Daily Oklahoman, Des Moines 

Register Tribune, Kansas City Star, New York Daily News, 

and Denver Post; then added smaller publications of a simi

lar type, such as the Atchison Globe and the Emporia Gaz

ette. According to the Daily Oklahoman: 

The Gazette he [Guy] called "a great news
paper in a small town," which reflects the per
sonality of William Allen White. The Globe, he 
said, "is known from coast to coast," because 
it reflects the personality of the late Ed Howe.2 

In the meantime, Guy had been developing quite a per

sonality for his own newspaper. As described in the book 

Evolution of a University: 

The Aval an che-Journal is the only daily news
paper in Lubbock, the dominant one in a wide area 
of West Texas and New Mexico. It is a highly con
servative paper, but it is independent and supports 
whatever in its editorial view contributes to the 
material well-being of Lubbock and the South Plains. 
One of the roles it has always assimied is that of 
the taxpayers' watchdog, keeping an eye on what 
goes on at Tech. It is so inseparable a part of 
the South Plains environment that--hate it or love 

•'•Guy family scrapbooks (Clipping from The Daily 
Oklahoman, Jan. 22, 1938, p. 3.) 

^Ibid. 
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it--hardly anyone does without it, and so fami
liar a part of Lubbock life that a reference to 
what the "A-J" said is part of nearly everyone's 
daily conversation.1 

To most people, "what the Â J; said" was synonymous 

with "what Charlie Guy said." An Associated Press story on 

the fortieth anniversary year of "The Plainsman," said that 

the editor had estimated sixteen million words had gone 

into his column, then quoted Guy: 

An editor should be the comm.unity's conscience. 
He should be its source of current history, its 
gadfly stirring up things for it to do and its 
advocate. More than any other thing, an editor 
should strive to be fair.2 

The AP story pointed out that "the prolific editor's 

ruddy complexion and somewhat stocky build are well known 
3 

to thousands of South Plains residents. 

On writing a column, Guy is quoted: 

Writing a daily newspaper column after so 
long a time is like having a bear by the tail--
as hard as it is to hold onto, it's wusser (sic) 
if you let loose..,,It pains us to discover--
as we do from time to time--that people prefer 
nonsense to sense, A long time ago it dawned on 
us that a humorous--if not downright silly-
piece about long underwear, for instance, is 
good for a lot more, and better, reader reaction, 
than a careful dissertation on something a lot 
more important, like, for instance, threats to 
American freedom.4 

•'•Nail and Rushing, Evolution of a University, p. 31 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. May 28, 1967, Sec. 2, 
p, 2, 

^Ibid. '̂ Ibid. 
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The AP story observed that Guy had made the develop

ment of the rich agricultural area of Lubbock one of his 

central aims : 

While many of Guy's columns are light-hearted 
and spiced with anecdotes, he is a formidable 
spokesman for the public good..,,The Plainsman 
has been a vociferous advocate of the growth of 
Texas Tech over the years, 

He has spotlighted community weaknesses and 
fought waste and corruption at all levels of 
government, 1 

In almost forty-five years of writing a column Guy 

left few subjects uncovered. His topics included politics, 

religion, current events, women, freedom of the press, cul

ture, education, traffic, censorship, liquor, unions, and 

the military, not to mention several poignant pieces about 

animals, including the Guy family pets. Considered arro

gant and egotistical by many who knew him personally, he 

nonetheless retained a certain ability to poke fun at him

self, or allow readers to do so. 

For instance, "The Plainsman" once asked readers to 

write in about their unusual pets or unusual names for pets. 

In reply, a reader wrote: 

Believe it or not, I have a dog that I call 
"Plainsman," Why? Because his wheezy little bark 
does nothing more than disgust the neighbors . 2 

•'•Ibid. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Dec 
8, 1941, sec. 2, p. 4. 
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Guy printed the remarks in his column the next day 

but couldn't resist a response: 

Heh, Heh. Speak kindly of the old Plainsman 
if you can pal, but if you can't, well just keep 
on reading his stuff, even if it makes you have 
a mental bellyache. Column writers don't get 
paid for making people happy, chum. They get 
paid for making the people read the paper.1 

In spite of his generally conservative image, the 

Plainsman was never totally predictable on any subject. 

His feelings about women in business or politics were well 

known. Yet in 1935 he wrote: 

The Plainsman is against women in public office, 
but he would sure like to see Representative Sarah 
Hughes confirmed as the district judge in Dallas, 
so she won't be in the legislature any more to 
vote against West Texas interests!2 

Years later, in speaking of the League of Women 

Voters, Guy said, "I thought they ought to stay home and 

take care of their families. But I'd be for the devil if 
3 

I thought it would help the community!" 

Guy also wrote a column in 1970 about a twice-divor

ced young mother who had written a letter to the editor 

after being denied credit. Guy responded: 

The young women deposed in her letter that 
since she has been "on her own" she has made 
every reasonable effort to keep her bills paid 

•̂ Ibid 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb. 
12, 1935, p. 4, 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St,, Aug 
22, 1978, 
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on time. If this is true, and I have no reason 
to doubt it, then persons handling credit should 
be able to find this out and then treat the young 
woman with the same fairness with which others are 
treated.... 

I'm not exactly gung-ho about the extremisms 
(sic) of the Women's Lib movement...but the situa
tion under discussion is something else....A 
woman bringing up a child alone, and working 
every day to do it to the best of her ability, 
should not be unfairly penalized.1 

In 1968 "The Plainsman" discussed censorship and 

local review boards to censor movies, concluding that nei

ther is practical and "to operate it legally is a most diffi-
2 

cult task. Within a year, the Avalanche-Journal announced 

on page one that it would no longer accept advertising on 

X-rated or unrated movies and would edit all advertising it 
3 

deemed distasteful. The decision drew hundreds of letters, 

mostly in support, but there were a few disgruntled readers 

who cried "censorship" over the matter. Just a year earlier 

the Avalanche-Journal had angered another segment of readers 

with a decision to accept liquor and beer advertising for 

the first time on a regular basis. "The Plainsman's" views 

on legalizing liquor were known for years, but even after 

he became a personal "dry" in 1952, Guy continued to view 

the issue objectively: 

l"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Nov, 
13, 1970, sec. 2, p. 8. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Oct. 
18, 1968, sec. 2, p. 10. 

^Powell, "Lubbock Avalanche-Journal," p. 61. 

^Ibid. 



103 

Like most people, I can agree--in part--with 
the more logical sales pitches of both "wets" and 
"drys." Much more difficult to understand, how
ever, is a by-product of the present discussion 
in Lubbock. That is the effort on the part of 
"dry" activists to keep people from registering 
their opinions by way of the ballot. 

Even the citizen who does not consider a 
drink as a "sin and a shame" can understand the 
"thou Shalt not drink" approach. But when it 
comes to "thou shalt not vote," that's something 
else. There are niimerous opponents of liquor by 
the drink--including some teetotalers-- who are 
hostile to the "you mustn't have a voice" philo
sophy. 1 

Although he never claimed to be a "Saint," Guy had 

very definite opinions against both pornography and law

breakers . Nonetheless, Guy devoted nearly an entire column 

in 1972 to the notorious stripper Candy Barr, admitting in 

print to being captivated by this "beautiful, sensuous 
2 

blonde" after she was "busted" on a marijuana charge. 

Guy wrote: 

It was in the Goree [state women's prison] 
pokey where I came under the spell of the one 
time Juanita Phillips (Candy Barr's maiden name) 
....She sold me a bill of goods right up to the 
ears, and I've been in her corner ever since. 

She was the "kid next door," the sort of 
lass a fellow might take home to meet his Mother. 
I thought then, and I think now that the mari
juana "bust",..was exaggerated. She was guilty, 
of course, but not sufficiently guilty to get 
the 15-year sentence meted out to her. 

•'•"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Feb, 
18, 1972, sec. 2, p, 6. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal. Jan 
19, 1972, sec. 2, p. 8. 
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I joined some other gents old enough to be 
her pappy in trying to get her a parole and while 
I don t know whether or not we helped, she did 
get one. 

Even though I was chaperoned at Goree... I 
learned about women from Candy Barr. At least, 
about how one woman can captivate those around' 
her, convincing them all that she was what she 
ain't, 

Quite a gal. I wish her happiness as she 
wiggles her way into the setting sun.l 

Unpredictable as he was on many subjects, however, 

Guy remained true to his basic aim, as set out all those 

years ago in the Plains Journal platform. Guy recalled: 

Parker (Prouty) and I agreed that the Avalanche-
Journal would be for everything that was good for 
Lubbock. Also, that we should oppose things we 
didn't like....The A-J had prominence, prestige, 
and influence far outweighing the size of the paper 
and the city,2 

Personal journalism to Guy meant that the newspaper 

had "uumph," as he told the Oklahoma editors in 1935; it 

meant that the newspaper reflected the personality of its 

editor. By any standard, the sometime enigmatic personality 

of Charlie Guy was stamped indelibly on the Avalanche-Jour

nal for almost fifty years. In the days of increasing 

chain operations, editorial boards and corporation journal

ism, he is undoubtedly one of the last of the personal-

style journalists in cities with newspapers as large as the 

Avalanche-Journal, 

•^Ibid. 

22, 1978 
^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug, 



CHAPTER IX 

"-30" TO A CAREER 

During the fortieth anniversary year of "The Plains

man" column, Charles A, Guy was honored in 1967 by the West 

Texas chapter of Sigma Delta Chi, men's professional jour

nalism fraternity as Man of the Year. Several hundred of 

Guy's friends and co-workers attended a banquet to mark the 

occasion at the Lubbock Country Club, May 28, 1967. The 

event had many of the earmarks of a retirement party, 

although few in attendance had heard of Morris Communica

tions at that time, and none could have known that the 

corporation would be the owners of the Avalanche-Journal 

five years later. 

In attendance that night were a host of politicians 

including then Lieutenant Governor Preston Smith, civic 

leaders, and newspaper people, many of whom spoke during 

what seemed to be a combination testimonial dinner and Dean 

Martin "roast." 

Highlight of the evening was a telephone call to Guy 

from President Lyndon Johnson. By pre-arrangement, the 

phone was hooked up to the public address system so that 

•̂ Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, May 29, 1967, p. 1 
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everyone could hear the President's voice as he congratu

lated Guy: 

Charlie Guy typifies the American newspaper
man at his best. Lady Bird and I value your 
wise counsel, and more than that your friendship. 
I know it's a wonderful night for you and Grace. 

A newspaper column can have a great influence 
for good in a community--and the Plainsman has 
fulfilled that responsibility to a very great 
degree, 

There are more problems today than any of us 
can hope to solve, whether we're a President or 
a newspaper editor, but the important thing is to 
be right--and you were right when you decided to 
stay in Lubbock...no one is identified more with 
Lubbock than you.l 

Lieutenant Governor Smith then spoke, crediting Guy 

with being a prime factor in the Texas Legislature's passage 

of a freedom of information bill that year. He added, "Guy 
2 

has been supporting such a measure for decades." 

Mayor W. D. "Dub" Rogers, speaking in behalf of the 

community, said: 

Guy was a product of that age when it was im
portant for each man to contribute a part of him
self to his community. As a result he has added 
something to ours. 

Freedom of the press is one of the few remain
ing freedoms. Those who guard its tender, fragile 
substance are sometimes misunderstood, sometimes 
misjudged, and oftimes criticized. The praise 
they receive is all too infrequent.3 

After enduring a series of jokes at his expense from 

his old friend Dorrance Roderick of the El Paso Times and 

^Ibid, ^Ibid. ^Ibid 
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some of his other colleagues in the newspaper business, Guy 

responded: 

What do you say at a time like this? I thank 
you, thank you, thank you. I have learned some
thing out of all this, and that is humility. Humil
ity is the thing I would like most to have, but 
which I have never been able to embrace.1 

A little more than five years after Guy had received 

this "Flowers for the Living" tribute from a grateful com

munity, Morris Communications of Augusta, Georgia, purchased 

the Avalanche-Journal and Amarillo Globe-News on September 

1, 1972. On October 27, 1972, Lubbock area readers were 

greeted by a "Plainsman" column headlined, "To The Best 

People In All The World: Thanks."^ 

What followed was Guy's farewell column: 

All things, as somebody said, must come to an 
end. Today, after 48 years and nine months as 
Editor of the Avalanche-Journal and its prede
cessor- -and 45 years and six months of authoring 
this column--the Old Plainsman swings into the 
saddle and rides 01' Paint into the newspaper 
sunset. 

For some years now this has been the oldest, 
continuously published column in Texas, written 
by the same person. If there are others in the 
nation older, they total no more than two or 
three--in fact, it's a good bet there is none at 
all. 3 

Guy said it would be inaccurate to claim he had 

enjoyed every minute, but that he could say in all honesty. 

•'•Ibid. 

^"The Plainsman," Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Oct 
27, 1972, sec. 2, p. 8. 

^Ibid. 
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"I wouldn't have missed a minute of it.""'" Of the daily 

grind of coliomn writing, Guy observed: 

Down through the years, kind readers have 
expressed wonderment usually couched in the 
phrase, "I don't know how anybody can write a 
column, day after day, week after week, month 
after month, year after year," The answer is 
simple: some people can do one thing, others 
another. I can't fathom the ability of a man 
to fashion a fine cabinet, fix a leaky faucet, 
or make a living as a salesman.2 

Among the opportunities he enjoyed through the years, 

the editor mentioned his travels throughout the world, his 

coverage of political conventions, the World Series, cattle 

roundups and interviews in the Oval Office at 1600 Pennsyl

vania Avenue. He also credited his co-workers with much of 

his feeling of good fortune: 

Above all, I have been fortunate in the 
people with wliom I have worked, shoulder to shoul
der, in the endless task of producing...newspapers 
across nearly a half century; and in the army of 
readers whom I've tried to interest and entertain. 

Their encouragement, through both commendation 
and deserved criticism, has been rewarding. I 
hold its (sic) value greater than that of diamonds 
and rubies,3 

Guy also expressed appreciation to the people of the 

South Plains area: 

.,.1 honestly believe that it has been my 
privilege to live nearly half a century in a coun
try where there are more good people, in ratio to the 
population, than anywhere else under the sun, 4 

Guy repeated his praise of the hundreds of men and 

women with whom he worked during his career, and concluded: 

•̂ Ibid, ^Ibid, "̂ Ibid. Ibid, 



109 

The good Lord has been kind and merciful to 
me and mine. So has everybody in these parts. 
To all I am humbly grateful. 

With the last Sweep of The Plainsman's Old 
Sombrero--thanks a lot!l 

The next day "The Plainsman" coltimn was gone from 

the editorial pages of the Avalanche-Journal, and Guy's 

comer office on the editorial floor of the newspaper was 

empty. 

Two months later Guy received one more honor from 

the citizens of Lubbock at the Lubbock Country Club, where 

he and Parker Prouty, form.er president of the newspaper were 

honored by the city. 

Messages came from former President Johnson and from 

President Richard Nixon, who commented, "Their (Prouty and 

Guy) long years of service represent an inspiring contribu-
2 

tion to our most cherished freedom of the press." 

Nineteenth District Congressm.an George Mahon of Lub

bock, a longtime friend of Guy, summed up the editor's 

career: 

Charlie Guy had and has the newspaperman's 
instinct for creating a modicum of controversy 
among us. He has tried to keep us on our toes... 
and that is one of the reasons we have had so much 
success in the area.3 

^Ibid. 

^Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, Dec, 18, 1972, p, 1. 

"̂ Ibid. 
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After his retirement, Guy rented an office in the 

Lubbock National Bank Building. At the request of the LNB 

directors, he began working on a history of Lubbock National, 

which was published October 14, 1976, and entitled The His

tory of a Bank and the Men Who Built It. In recent years 

he has been honored by South Plains College, which gave Guy 

a service award May 2, 1978; and by Lubbock Christian Col

lege, which gave him its Distinguished Service Award May 4, 

2 
1977. Prior to this, the United States Air Force gave Guy 

the Exceptional Service Award for his contributions to the 

Air Force over a thirty-year period. It is the civilian 

equivalent to the Medal of Honor, and the highest non-com-
3 

bat civilian award. 

At the age of seventy-seven Guy had the same flash 

in his eye and was just as quick as ever to voice an opinion 

on any subject. Of himself, he once said, "I'm an obstinate, 

prejudiced, opinionated, stubborn bastard!" But he also 

is gregarious, nostalgic, himiorous, sentimental, and loyal 

to his family and to friends. Within the empire he helped 

to build, he is one of the few fonner school board members 

who has never had a school named after him. Neither has 

he had a park nor any other city or county project named 

"'"Charles A, Guy File, Lubbock Avalanche-Journal 
Library. 

^Ibid. "̂ Ibid. 

^Interview with Charles A. Guy, 3509 43rd St., Aug. 
22, 1978. 
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after him even though parks, roads, and other civic projects 

received his career-long support. 

In 1979 Guy was maintaining his office in the LNB 

Building, going there each weekday. He leaves for the 

office a little later, perhaps, and goes home a little ear

lier, than he did during his newspaper days, but he is a 

part of the Downtown Lubbock scene. 

Meanwhile, under the new management, the Avalanche-

Joumal continues. It is still the only newspaper in town. 

But it will never be the same. 
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