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D I S C O V E R I N G  T E X A S  T E C H  U N I V E R S I T Y  L I B R A R I E S

 Someone lifts a baseball from a blue archival 
box. Passed from hand to hand, held gingerly so as 
not to smudge signature or date, the weight and 
texture of the ball suddenly transforms the group of 
admirers into kids gathered in a grassy field.  They 
smile and reminisce, acknowledging the urge to 
pitch the orb—as it was meant to be tossed 
out—imagining a line drive to right field, a stinging 
grounder to short stop, the final out at the plate. In 
actuality, the admirers hold in their hands a piece 
of history—a baseball that had been in play for the 
April 2005 University of Texas’ no-hit victory over 
the Oklahoma Sooners.  
 A uniquely American magic is stitched into the 
leather of this piece of collegiate baseball history. 
That magic, and the documentary history 
associated with it, now reside within Texas Tech 
University’s Southwest Collection/Special 
Collections Library (SWC/SCL), the official 
repository for the National College Baseball Hall of 
Fame (CBHF).  

 Southwest Collection Archivist Monte Monroe 
credits the passion and vision of former Texas Tech 
student and sports media veteran John Askins, 
chairman and CEO of the College Baseball 
Foundation (CBF) and Hall of Fame, and the 
recommendation of Bo Carter, director of media 
relations for Big12.net, for this new and nationally 
significant partnership.  
 Askins is the reason that every Division I college 
baseball program two years ago began sending all 
of their baseball news releases and other 
information pieces on the sport to the SWC/SCL. 
The effort is part of an ongoing collaboration to 
document the achievements of teams and 
individual players through a hundred years of 
college baseball, he says.  
 “The materials, flowing into the SWC/SCL from 
a multiplicity of baseball programs—from Rhode 
Island to Hawaii—will become a splendid and 
essential archive for all students of sports history 
and baseball,” says Monroe. 
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1895 Colorado Normal (teacher’s college) team



         Former Texas Tech student John Askins is all about the love of the game, 
and he has been enlisted to help build the nation’s authoritative collegiate 
baseball archive right here in Raider Land, where the sports media veteran 

began his career. 
 “It started when I was sports director for KTXT-FM Radio (at Texas Tech 
University) during the 1970s,” he says. “I’ve been in love with collegiate sports 
my whole career, and I feel fortunate to have earned a living in it; when things 
are going well, sometimes it’s like stealing money.” 
 Chairman and CEO of the College Baseball Foundation and Hall of Fame 
start-up, Askins has teamed up with Texas Tech’s Southwest Collection/Special 
Collections Library (SWC/SCL) to assemble comprehensive records chronicling 
the history and pageantry of collegiate baseball.  
 With the assistance of the SWC/SCL, Askins and Lubbock community 
leaders now have pitched the idea of building a physical college baseball 
hall of fame, possibly on Texas Tech soil. In the wake of Lubbock’s 
unsuccessful Bush presidential library bid, organizers are regrouping 
around the possibility of an improved NCAA baseball stadium and a home 
for the hall of fame and museum. 
 “It’s time to put our thoughts together, for private individuals and 
companies to get involved, and for us to work with the university to 
imagine something that has never been created before in higher 
education,” he says. “Think about it—built around the sport of baseball, 
we have an opportunity to dovetail academics and athletics, to respond to 

something that people who follow the game hunger for.”   
  

 The College Baseball Foundation and the SWC/SCL have been busy the past 
two years creating a conduit for all news and statistical information being sent 
from the nation’s 285 Division I baseball programs to the Texas Tech archival 
library for the Hall of Fame. Askins personally condenses all of these reports 
each week, broadcasting his CBF Squeeze Play National Notebook via e-mail 
back to athletic directors, head coaches, sports information directors and the 
hundreds of radio, television and print media members who cover those teams. 
Multiply the number of twice-weekly reports from teams times 10 to 20 pages 
per report, then add the notes and special honors, and it all stacks up in a hurry, 
says Askins.  
 “I review 150 to 200 e-mails every day. What we are trying to do 
here—starting with the written word but expanding to oral histories, radio, 
video and TV records, and the physical artifacts of the sport—is to construct a 
vast resource where anyone would come to learn anything he or she wants to 
know about college baseball. Whether you are a regional or national sports 
writer, an academic researcher, an athletic director or a college coach, this soon 
will be the place to come for that information.” 
 For example, if one were researching former Braves player Bob Horner, 
SWC/SCL’s archive is the place to find every stitch of his collegiate career at 
Arizona State University.  
 For more information about the College Baseball Foundation, visit 
collegebaseballfoundation.org. Visit the Southwest Collection/Special 
Collections Library on the Internet at: www.swco.ttu.edu or e-mail Monte 
Monroe at: monte.monroe@ttu.edu for more information. 

Field of Dreams 
Veteran Sports Media Consultant Believes If We Build It, They Will Come 

 SWC/SCL oral historians have been interviewing sports figures for 
many years. Today, oral historians Daniel Sanchez and Bill Tynan continue 
the important work of capturing the voices of college baseball. Because 
the CBHF presents the Brooks Wallace Award to the best collegiate 
baseball player in the nation, the archive staff has interviewed finalists, 
their families, and coaches.  
 Tai Kreidler, SWC/SCL interim associate dean, has worked closely with 
Askins, along with coaches, players and others, to build the collegiate 
baseball archive from the ground up.  
 “We are very happy that John Askins is the proverbial pack rat,” says 
Kreidler. “Through the notebooks, oral histories, scrapbooks and miles of 
press release material, we are positioned to be the authoritative collection 
of histories for the sport.”   
 The CBF, in conjunction with the SWC/SCL, announced last April that 
the College Baseball Hall of Fame has secured the complete print  
archive of the Collegiate Baseball Newspaper, becoming its official archive 
of record.  
 Under the leadership of its editor Lou Pavlovich Jr., the newspaper is an 
invaluable source for thousands of interviews, artifacts and informative 
articles that document the comprehensive history of college baseball. 
Pavlovich also has offered his assistance in networking with people to 
further expand the Hall of Fame archival holdings. 
 As the baseball archive gains regional and national attention, noted 
authors and historians are joining the team. In April, baseball historian 
Samuel Regalado, professor of history at California State University and 
author of Viva Baseball: Latin Major Leaguers and Their Special Hunger, 
visited Texas Tech as the inaugural speaker for a new Sports and Culture 
Lecture series, created by Bill Tydeman (SWC/SCL) and Jorge Iber (TTU 
Department of History) and co-sponsored by the CBF. The program will 
bring together the pageantry of intercollegiate sports and the cultural, 
historic and scholastic significance of the genre.   

 In April, the College Baseball 
Foundation announced the names of 10 
collegiate baseball legends comprising 
the first-ever induction class into the hall 
of fame.  
  The Class of 2006 includes: legendary 
coaches Bobby Winkles of Arizona State 
University, Skip Bertman of Louisiana State 
University, Ron Fraser of University of 
Miami, Cliff Gustafson of the University of 
Texas and Rod Dedeaux of the University of 
Southern California, in addition to standout 
former players Bob Horner of Arizona State 
University, Robin Ventura of Oklahoma State 
University, Dave Winfield of the University of 
Minnesota, Will Clark of Mississippi State 
University and Brooks Kieschnick of the 
University of Texas.  
  The collegiate legends officially were 
enshrined during a two-day celebration of college 
baseball in Lubbock this July, which will feature the 
theme ‘The Past Meets Present.’ 
 The College Baseball Foundation sponsored the 
festivities on Monday, July 3rd with the third annual 
Brooks Wallace College Baseball Player of the Year Award 
held at Texas Tech’s United Spirit Arena.  The Inaugural Hall 
of Fame Class was recognized during the ceremony.    
  On Tuesday, July 4th, the inductees, players and 
coaches participated in a “Fan Fest” at the annual 4th 
on Broadway Parade in Lubbock, considered the 
"Largest Free Festival in the State of Texas." 

Collegiate National Pastime (continued from pg. 1) 

Monte Monroe (SWC/SCL) Larry Hays (TTU head coach), Pat Murphy 
(ASU head coach), John Askins (CBHF, CBF CEO), Tai Kreidler (SWC/SCL) 

USC head coach Rod Dedeaux at 
the 1978 NCAA Championship 

The infamous Christy “Matty” Mathewson (back row, second from right) is pictured with his 1901 Bucknell University baseball team.  
One of the five original members of the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y., Matthewson was a legendary performer on the  
grid iron also and president of his Bucknell class. The University’s Christy Mathewson Memorial Stadium honors his name to this day. 

BY JEFF WHITLEY 



A Category
F5 Contribution
BY LARISSA K. TRUE
Reprinted with permission from Archways magazine.

“Ultimately, he became the premier scholar of  
wind science in the world. He went on the ground  
and looked at the patterns of wind blown grass,  
knocked down trees and structures, and studied  
how tornadoes blew across the land,” 

 Hardly a day passes in Lubbock, Texas, without 
strong winds racing across the South Plains. Few 
Lubbockites have grown to appreciate the wind; 
many complain, but few understand the 
phenomenon that has made West Texas unique for 
decades. In addition to being home to a breezy 
climate, the city of Lubbock and Texas Tech 
University’s Southwest Collection/Special 
Collections Library (SWC/SCL) are the keepers of 
one of the most sought after compilations of 
invaluable wind research documentation in the 
world. On May 20, 2005, the Southwest Collection 
formally accepted Professor Tetsuya “Ted” Fujita’s 
records of every major wind event that occurred 
from the end of World War II until his death in the 
late 1990s. 
 In the early 1950s, Fujita came to the United 
States to begin teaching at the University of 
Chicago. “Ultimately, he became the premier 
scholar of wind science in the world. He went on 
the ground and looked at the patterns of wind 
blown grass, knocked down trees and structures, 
and studied how tornadoes blew across the land,” 
says Monte Monroe, Ph.D., Southwest Collection 
archivist. For roughly 50 years, Fujita cataloged 
every major tornadic event in the United States.  
 In the 1990s, scholars from Texas Tech 
University’s world renowned Wind Science and 
Engineering Research Center (WISE) began to 
work closely with Fujita on a number of 
wind-related projects. The scholars from WISE 
developed a close relationship with Fujita, sharing 
his passion for wind observation and 
documentation. When Fujita retired from the 
University of Chicago in 1990, the university opted 
not to keep his records. This proved to be very 
fortunate for Texas Tech University, according to 
Monroe. “Because of the acute interest in 
studying tornadic activities, the scholars at 
WISE asked Fujita if his papers could be 

transferred to the facilities in West Texas. At 
the time, Texas Tech’s WISE program was the 
only other institution in the world doing 
significant wind sciences research, and Fujita 
agreed to the transfer.” 
 Ted Fujita died in 1998, before seeing his 
papers delivered to Texas Tech. Caz Fujita, Ted’s 
son, agreed to the transferral of the papers. 
According to Monroe, “The papers were in the 
possession of the WISE program for a number of 
years, but the WISE scholars believed that they 
needed to be better organized, preserved and 
accessible. We were approached by the WISE 
team about donating the records to the SWC/SCL 
where they could be properly processed and 
stored.” The SWC/SCL agreed not only to house 
the papers, but to establish a wind research 
archive within the special collections library, 
highlighting the famous “Fujita papers” as a 
cornerstone of the collection. 
 Today, these records are in the process of 
being organized by experienced archivists at the 
SWC/SCL. More than 80 linear feet of acid-free 
boxes encase Fujita’s historic materials. Soon, a 
digital finding aid will be generated, and 
researchers will be able to access the descriptive 
index on the Internet at the Texas Archival 
Resources Online site (TARO). “This is an 
important collection. It is a major feather in the 
bonnet of Texas Tech University, not only for wind 
sciences researchers, but for historians and others 
studying the socio-economic impact of tornadic or 
hurricane events,” says Monroe. 
 This remarkable collection serves as a tribute 
to “Mr. Tornado,” Tetsuya Fujita, whose passion 
for his work is evident in the long line of boxes in 
the archive room of the SWC/SCL. Box after box, 
this contribution by the Fujita family forever will 
remain where it belongs, right in the heart of wind 
country on the Southern Plains. 



 Under the lid to a large archival box, a handsome letterman’s jacket is 
revealed. With a whiff of the leather, you notice that, except for a slight wearing 
around the collar, the jacket is in mint condition for its age. A closer inspection of 
the back of the garment reveals a skillfully embroidered rendering of Texas Tech 
University’s Administration Building, which was the primary symbol for the college 
in the 1920s. 
 Welter-weight collegiate boxing champion and 1928 graduate Claude 
Hutcherson wore the dark leather jacket when Texas Technological College was in 
its infancy. One can imagine more than 75 years ago the young 
Hutcherson—bright-eyed and strapping—sporting his cunning attire like a badge 
of honor. 
 The well-preserved jacket was donated to the Southwest Collection/Special 
Collections Library (SWC/SCL) by Hutcherson’s son, Mike, owner of Hutcherson 
Air Service in Plainview, Texas. Claude Hutcherson founded the company in 1946, 
and in 1951, the father-son crew began shuttling Wayland Baptist College 
women’s basketball teams to games throughout Texas and faraway places like 
Mexico City. Before Hutchersons’ official sponsorship of the team, the Wayland 
lady basketball team was known as the Harvest Queens, after a local 
grain mill sponsor. The Hutchersons’ subsequent backing, which 
continues today, prompted the team to adopt the 
Flying Queens moniker, which is arguably one of 
the most endearing and unique athletic 
identities around. 
 Prior to Claude’s death in 1977, he 
and his son had flown Wayland teams 
across the nation and the world. 
Hutcherson’s legacy, along with the 
sports history relating to the 

Queens, is preserved in the sports archives of SWC/SCL. 
 “Mr. Hutcherson’s jacket is unique, not just because it is the oldest Texas Tech 
University letter jacket in the University Archives, but because of its beautiful 
one-of-a-kind hand embroidery,” says Brenda Haes, assistant university archivist. 
“It takes us back to the earliest days at Texas Tech, giving us a glimpse of what it 
was like here all those years ago.” 
 Like the thousands of written and oral histories and artifacts that make up the 
collections, Hutcherson’s contribution is another important piece of the university’s 
rich history that is being well preserved by SWC/SCL archivists and historians.  
 “The archives help us to see and touch, and perhaps, to feel the sentiment that 
is so intricately woven into the Texas Tech experience,” says Tai Kreidler, interim 
associate dean. “By rummaging through the remnants of our history, we catch a 
glimpse of our future direction in a way that no history book can offer.”  
 The University Archives are supported through the SWC endowment and 
library donors. If you would like to donate archival materials to the University 

Archives, please contact Lynn Whitfield at: 
806-742-8675 or lynn.whitfield@ttu.edu. 

 

Donated Letterman’s Jacket Provides 
Keyhole to Texas Tech Beginnings 

 

 

Texas Tech; at least you’ve got Coach Knight.”  The message is clear, Coach  
Knight is a champion for libraries for reasons that they also know— 
giving to a university’s library helps everyone: students, faculty, alumni  
and the community.  One of the reasons we produce this publication is to 
inform our alumni and friends across the nation and abroad of the intrinsic 

value of a robust library system within the 
university setting. Coach Knight makes the job 
easy for us. 
 The Coach Knight Library Fund, which began 
with a $10,000 seed gift from the Knights, has 
grown to more than $215,000 thanks to gifts of 
every size from fans and supporters. Recently, 
we launched a direct mail campaign to promote 
the fund. It may have reached your address, and 
we are grateful that many of you have 
responded in spades. Our staff was all smiles 
as gifts poured in to the tune of more than 
$13,000. Thank you! We are making progress 

toward Coach Knight’s $1 million goal, and you are a valuable part of this 
success story. 
 If you have not received our Knight Fund brochure and would like a copy, or 
if you simply want to be contacted about a gift, call or e-mail me at: 
806-742-4388 or jane.piercy@ttu.edu. Thanks again for supporting the Texas 
Tech University Libraries.                                                             

 
                
  
 
 In the world of fund raising, when I think about the definition of an expert, I 
picture the consultant-type individual with the 
shiny shoes who breezes in, toting his or her 
briefcase, from somewhere out of town. But, 
when it comes to raising funds for the libraries, 
our own expert-in-residence, Coach Bob Knight, 
comes to mind.  
 Coach Knight is first and foremost a teacher, 
and he is famous for teaching his players the 
valuable lessons of basketball and of life. He also 
does a marvelous job of instructing Texas Tech 
students, alumni and basketball fans everywhere 
on the importance of supporting academics 
through philanthropic gifts to the library.  
 “Why?”, some people may ask.  His simple answer is “Because there is no 
such thing as a great university without a great library.” Truly great universities 
produce great graduates who become great leaders and who make the world a 
better place.   
 During my travels, I often meet with my counterparts—folks who do what I 
do for other universities—and they usually say something like “Oh, you’re from 

a WINNING team 
COACH BOB KNIGHT TEACHES THE FUNDAMENTALS 

 
 
 Texas Tech men’s basketball coach Bob Knight knows how to work a crowd. 
Appearing at a San Antonio and Austin Alumni Association chapter event, 
Coach Bob Knight passed around his signature collection box on behalf of 
Texas Tech University Libraries.  
 “I don’t want to see any ‘George Washingtons’ in that box,” he said, as he 
interacted with the Texas Tech alumni and supporters as the box made its way 
through the crowd. 
 Dwayne Vignes, president of the San Antonio Alumni Association, said it 
was his first experience being around the collegiate hall of fame coach, and he 
was impressed by Knight‘s passion for supporting academics and libraries.  
 “We decided to have monthly luncheons around the same time that Coach 
Knight began talking to the media about his support for the library,” says 
Vignes. “Our chapter agreed to donate a book to the Libraries each time we 
met. We purchase an appropriate title based on our speaker’s area of 
expertise, then we donate the book to the Libraries in his or her name.” 
 Vignes says most speakers are associated with Texas Tech, and some of 
the most notable include: Edward Whitacre, Chairman and CEO of AT&T, Texas 
State Sen. Jeff Wintworth, and Lt. Gen. Robert Clark, who led Hurricane 
Katrina relief efforts and who also flipped the coin for Texas Tech’s Cotton 
Bowl appearance with the University of Alabama in 2005.  
 “I don’t believe the group would have thought about the Libraries if it  
weren’t for Coach Knight,” says Vignes. “It’s a great partnership that would 
have never been possible without his support and that of his wife, Karen.” 
  

Claude Hutcherson, 1970s 

BY BRIANA CHILDRESS 

BY JANE PIERCY 

BY MATTHEW GRANNAN 

San Antonio Alumni
PARTNER with Libraries

“I don’t believe the group would have 
thought about the Libraries if it weren’t for 

Coach Knight ” 



Carl Hammer Jr., Classical and Romance Languages 
Alton Wade, Geology 
Ernest Wallace, History 
Elo J. Urbanovsky, Park Administration, Horticulture and Entomology 
 
Henry J. Shine, Chemistry 
 
Magne Kristiansen, Electrical Engineering 
 
M. M. Ayoub, Industrial Engineering 
 
Robert J. Baker, Biological Sciences 
 
William J. Conover, Business Administration 
Marion O. Hagler, Electrical Engineering 
Eric  G. Bolen, Agricultural Sciences 
 
David Leon Higdon, English 
Shelby D. Hunt, Business Administration 
 
James G. Hunt, Business Administration 
 
John F. Walkup, Electrical Engineering 
 
John A. Gillas, Music 
Janet W. Perez, Classical and Romance Languages 
 
David B. Knaff, Chemistry 
Walter R. McDonald, English 
 
Richard A. Bartsch, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
 
Mary Jeanne Van Appledorn, School of Music 
 
Raymond C. Jackson, Biological Sciences 
Allan J. Kuethe, History 
 
Clyde F. Martin, Mathematics 
Kishor C. Mehta, Civil Engineering 
 
Purnendu K. Dasgupta, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Harley Oberhelman, Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures 
 
Sankar Chatterjee, Museum Science and Geosciences 
Rodney L. Preston, Animal Science and Food Technology 
 
Clyde Hendrick, Psychology   
 
E. Roland Menzel, Physics 
Henry Nguyen, Plant and Soil Sciences 
 
Clyde Jones, Biological Sciences 
Kenneth Ketner, Institute for Studies in Pragmaticism/Philosophy 
 
Daniel Benson, Law 
Stefan Estreicher, Physics 
Gerald Skoog, Education 
Henryk Temkin, Electrical Engineering 
 
Frits Ruymagaart, Mathematics and Statistics 
William Westney, Music 
 
 
 
 
Loretta Bradley, Education 
Wijesuriya Dayawansa, Mathematics and Statistics  
 
Hafid Gafaiti, Classical and Modern Languages and Literatures 
 
Vivian Allen, Plant and Soil Sciences 
Susan Hendrick, Psychology 
Greg McKenna, Chemical Engineering 
Sunanda Mitra, Electrical Engineering 
Marilyn Phelan, Law 
 
James C. Watkins, Architecture 
Michael Galyean, Animal and Food Sciences 
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 "Everything that is done on these West Texas Plains ought to be on a big scale.  It is a country that lends itself to bigness. It 
is a country that does not harmonize with things little or narrow or mean. Let us make the work of our college fit in with the scale 

and scope of our country. Let our thoughts be big thoughts and broad thoughts. Let our thinking be in worldwide terms," stated Paul 
Whitfield Horn as he addressed students on the first day of classes in 1925.  

    This moving and hopeful speech was later printed in its entirety in the 1926 La Ventana, the college yearbook. Horn's unanimous 
election to the post of first president of Texas Technological College followed more than two years of preparation for the establishment 
of a new college in an area of Texas that sorely needed it. 

          The passing of Senate Bill No. 103, more commonly referred to as our school's charter, set in motion the search for the 
college's location. Thirty-six applications were submitted, all vying for the honor of having the college located in towns 
such as Amarillo, Spur, Stamford and Post.   
         Lubbock eventually won the bid, and on November 11, 1923, Governor Pat Neff spoke to a joyous crowd of 
thousands as the cornerstone of the Administration Building was laid. The struggle to make Texas Technological College 
a reality had gone on since 1917, and Neff himself originally had vetoed the creation of a new college in 1921.  
 The Fort Worth Record announced the college's creation by asserting, "Texas Tech will be the only school of its 
kind west of the Mississippi." 
 Horn immediately set out to make Texas Tech's existence known, issuing a newsletter, titled "Forward: The 
College That is to Be." Horn discussed his vision for Texas Tech, placing emphasis on the idea that no distinction of 
social class should exist among the students nor should exist a distinction between cultural and vocational 
education.  
      In an address to the local Rotary Club, Horn said, "I hope that when the school is underway, there will be no 
man so rich that he can buy a better education and no boy so poor that he cannot take advantage of the 
opportunities at this school."  
       Texas Tech's new president had a vast educational background that included serving as superintendent in 
Sherman and Houston, president of the American School in Mexico City, president of Southwestern University in 
Georgetown, teaching at several colleges and universities, publishing textbooks and writing Sunday school 
lessons. He embraced learning, was deeply religious and wanted to see others succeed. 
      To make the college successful, strong and dedicated teachers were needed. A nationwide search was 
launched to find the college's first faculty, from which Horn selected a body of highly qualified applicants. If 
for nothing else, President Horn always will be remembered for his consideration of the welfare of his faculty. 
He granted leaves of absence for those who sought to further their education and gave promotions and raises 

to those who obtained higher degrees. The presidential residence was made available for various faculty and 
student events in order that Horn could mingle socially with the two groups. 

       His sudden death in 1932 was quite a blow for the new college. An estimated 5,000 people attended the 
funeral for the man who had set Texas Tech on its course toward outstanding achievement. His legacy lives on to 

this day.  
       Horn had a large say in the original buildings and their locations, so when one wanders around campus you can see his 

intentions laid out right before you. For female graduate students, fellowships in Horn's name were established in 1941 by a 
joint effort of the University Quarterly Club and the University Women's Club.  
         For the faculty, the Horn Professorships were established to acknowledge stellar faculty at Texas Tech. It is no 

coincidence that the highest adulation awarded to a Texas Tech professor is named after a man who began the 
university’s drive for excellence.  

 

 HORN RESOUNDING 
TODAY’S CROP OF STELLAR FACULTY WAS SEWN BY TTU’S FOUNDING FATHER  

WHO are HORN PROFESSORS and WHY are they important? 
 To be designated a Horn Professor is the highest honor received by a Texas Tech faculty member. The recognition is 
bestowed upon a faculty member who has attained national and/or international recognition in the areas of research or 
other creative, scholarly achievement.  The nomination process is a highly tiered one, involving several steps that include 
critical scrutiny by an evaluation committee, letters of support by prominent experts in the same field as the nominee, 
dossiers that demonstrate immense publication and scholarly service, and final ratification by the Board of Regents. The 
Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library will present an exhibit honoring TTU Horn Professors in the fall of 2006.  
 For more information, contact Lynn Whitfield at 806-742-8675. If you would like to make a gift supporting the University 
Archives, please contact Jane Piercy at (806) 742-4388 or jane.piercy@ttu.edu. Visit the SWC/SCL on the Internet at 
www.swco.ttu.edu. 

A trip to Austin in 1927 garnered 
Texas Technological College the 
national spotlight when Horn 
proudly showed off his business 
suit and proclaimed himself to be 
"best dressed man in Texas." The 
suit, made from one dollar's 
worth of material, had been 
made from West Texas cotton 
that had then been woven into 
cloth by the Department of 
Textile Engineering. The 
department also made his tie, 
shirt and socks. 

BY B. LYNN WHITFIELD 
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Peter Westfall, Information Systems and Quantitative Sciences 
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 My personal discovery is that the library is 
a community of caring professionals, who in 
their minds say, “How can I help you?  What do 
you need?”  
 It’s finals week at Texas Tech and I ride the 
elevator down to ground level to grab a cold drink 
from the first-floor vending machine. I stroll along 
on my way to the Croslin Room—the enormous, 
atrium-like space decked out in black and white 
1960s retro furniture. Students stream into the 
main entrance on their way to the heart of the 
building where quiet and collaborative study 
spaces await them. 
 A few stay in the Croslin Room, plopping down 
in one of the cushy, vinyl chairs. Others—toting 
shoulder packs or silently jamming to 
iPods—cruise past the circulation desk, which is 
fairly calm considering there are several hundred 
students populating the west side of the building 
this afternoon.  
 Here they find fellow students hunched over 
textbooks or rifling through note cards as they 
pack a few more facts, dates and case studies into 
their fatigued and caffeine-wired brains. I can’t 
help but think about the family each one 
represents; mom, dad and other loved ones would 
be proud to see their self starters so entrenched 
and focused on subject matter. These must be the 
“A” students I heard about when I was in college 
all those years ago, I say to myself. “Hardcore,” 
my 17-year-old daughter might say. 
 They come from big cities and small 
communities all over Texas. Some have traveled 
great distances to be here at Texas Tech, from 
every state in the Union and from dozens of 
other countries. They clack away at computer 
keyboards or simply sit there, thinking or gazing 
up at the rows of light fixtures descending from 
the ceiling like up-side down jellyfish—reciting, 
memorizing, retaining.
 Men and women in their late teens or 

twenties are social beings for the most 
part, but today there’s a self-imposed 

segregation going on as each one 
occupies his or her 

subdivision of prime 
library real estate. 

Like two co-existing species, librarians and 
students go about about their business and quietly 
interact. As a bystander, I begin to understand that 
this ecosystem, this space, these furnishings—all 
of it—belongs to the students.
 “Remember, students and faculty are our No. 
1 priority,” says—well 
pretty much everyone 
who works here. If you 
think about this 
dynamic facility that is 
bulging with services 
and service-minded 
people, 
a great deal of it is 
bought and paid for by 
students through their 
library use fees. 
 You’ve heard the 
phrase, “It’s not all about you.”? Well, in this case, 
yeah, pretty much—it is ALL about them. From the 
librarians and administrators to the part-time 
students who staff the circulation desk, our 
purpose is to help patrons push all of this new 
technology, all the resources for higher learning, to 
the max.
 I haven’t counted them, but they tell me there 
are 200 personal computers dotting the huge floor 
space. We logged more than 1 million humans 
who came through the gates last year, and I bet 
you a cup of Starbucks coffee from the Student 
Union Building across the courtyard (grande 
mocha, please) that most of them are using the 
Libraries’ computer stations much of the time. 
 Donald Dyal, dean of libraries, puts it this way: 
“Our customers already are living with the latest 
technology,” he says. “iPods are everywhere; most 
college students have cell 
phones and the latest 
gadgets—they’re all about 
information technology. Our job 
is to try to anticipate needs 
before they arise. Job one has 
been to expose as many 
students as we can to the 
latest computer technology and 
useful web portals. Just a few 
years ago there were no 
personal computers in the 
library except for those used to 
access the general catalog.”
 Forget the old stereotypes. Today’s academic 
librarians are information brokers; they are agents 
of technology and facilitators of exploding new 
knowledge. Texas Tech librarians and 
administrators agree that, in order for libraries to 

thrive in this information rich world, the libraries 
must be positioned to address new challenges 
before they arise. One way to do that is to equip 
Library faculty and staff with the right skill sets to 
respond when that time comes.    
Right now that means we provide PCs for students 

to access online resources, to 
communicate with instructors and 
fellow students or to burn research 
materials or lectures onto CDs or 
storage devices. In the future it 
may mean that students “attend” 
online classes through a handheld 
device that is very much like a cell 
phone.
     University libraries, as Dyal 
says, don’t supplant one mission 
for another; we keep the former 
missions and adopt new ones all 

the time. We continue to purchase paper journals 
and books because the need is 
still there, albeit diminishing. 
We buy non-circulating 
textbooks for the large class 
sections so that if the 
bookstores run out of them 
students can use ours; we’re 
ramping up our Digital Media 
Studio (DMS) where patrons can 
check out a digital camera, 
camcorder, a DVD film title or an 
audio book. Students from any 
discipline also can, anytime they 
like, visit the DMS to access the latest film editing 
or music authoring software on Power Macs or PCs. 
 The Digital Laboratory, an upcoming service that 
will be unveiled soon, offers access to 

state-of-the-art scanners, 
computers and software 
needed to build a virtual 
collection of digital images, 
texts, soundtracks and videos. 
This production facility, 
designed to create 
quality digital media in 
a wide range of 
formats, will be an 
unprecedented 
resource for Texas 
Tech faculty and 

researchers as the university claims a 
larger presence 
in the mounting digital libraries 
collaborative.
   The library supports student and 
faculty research in numerous ways. 

Subject librarians or liaisons work alongside 
faculty and students in a multiplicity of academic 
disciplines. Our exhibit and outreach services 
people produce educational exhibits each year; we 
host an assortment of scholarly events such as 
foreign movie showings and lectures by visiting 
scholars; our popular book shelves are loaded with 
new non-fiction and fiction titles for casual 
reading, and the list goes on and on.
 The University Library offers a one-hour-credit 
course in which students learn how to effectively 
use a research library; through our Document 
Delivery service, we not only acquire books and 
materials only available from other libraries for 
faculty and students—we deliver them to the 
user; we’re open until 2 a.m. most days and we do 
a host of other customer-centered things that 
students and faculty tell us are important to them.
 If not for all these reasons, the Library is a 
central place where they can do research, write 

and print their work—all in one 
shop.
 Remember the 1 million 
visitor figure? Well, the 
number of people who 
regularly tap into our vast 
online resources, like the 
200-plus full-text databases 
that can be accessed from 
dormitories or home, electronic 
archives, journals and the 
general catalog, goes way 
beyond a million customers 

served.
 I now stand in front of the vending machine that 
won’t take my money or offer the student in line 
behind me or myself any hope of a cool beverage. 
Exchanging a look of frustration with the young 
lady who appears to be in the clutches of 
“finalitus,” I make a quick cellular call to the 
customer service phone number posted on the 
label. The pleasant voice assures me that someone 
will be right out to fix the non-vending machine.

 “I’ll be right 
back,” I assure 
her. I scurry off 
toward the 
faculty-staff 
lounge and 
moments later I’m 
back with our 
refreshments. I 
place the ice-cold 
soft drink in my 
new friend’s 
sweaty hand.

 

it’s a  SERVICE ECONOMY, duh. 

I’m no LIBRARIAN,  
  but  I CAN BE taught. 

BY JEFF WHITLEY 

 To defray the rising cost of services, the University Libraries seek private gifts from alumni and friends.  
For example, we need endowments that generate funds for student work scholarships, digitization needs and information technology support.  

Call 806-742-4388 or e-mail Jane Piercy at jane.piercy@ttu.edu to contribute. 
 



WHAT’S IN A NAME?

por·tal (port‘’l) n. [< L porta, door]  1  a doorway, entrance, or gate, 
especially one that is large and imposing  2  an entrance or a means of 
entrance: the local library, a portal of knowledge  3  a website considered 
as an entry point to other websites, often by being or providing access to a 
search engine 
 
 The newsletter's masthead, along with the “o” in Portal, emulates the 
ornate rod iron works of the library’s original gates. Over time the gates 
migrated from the Administration Building, where the library began, to the 
Mathematics Building—first constructed to accommodate the library—to their 
current location overlooking the reading room of the Southwest 
Collection/Special Collections Library. 
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Texas Tech University Libraries and the Lubbock-based design firm DesignEnvy have been awarded a bronze award for the visual design of their publication, Discover the Window to Your Heritage, by the 

Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE). With an assortment of vivid photographs and dynamic design elements, the full-color brochure captures the essence of the libraries’ diverse 

collections and services with a nostalgic flair. The 2006 awards program attracted more than 651 entries from universities, colleges and design firms across the nation, only 43 of which were awarded 

bronze medals. DesignEnvy, managed by John Rasberry and Donya Snead, also is responsible for the conceptual design of Portal, now in its second issue.
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