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Chapter I 

 
Introduction 

 
 

 In 1915, just prior to the opening of the film, Birth of a Nation, in Atlanta, 

Georgia, a man by the name of William J. Simmons led a group of men from various 

fraternal orders up to the top of Stone Mountain just outside of Atlanta and there these 

men revived the secret order known as the Ku Klux Klan. Simmons’ intention was to 

reform the organization around the racist principles of the original Klan, but instead the 

Second Klan broadened its goals beyond anti-black sentiment. The first Ku Klux Klan 

had originally been established as a response to the emancipation of black slaves just 

following the Civil War, but it quickly lost its fervor during the Reconstruction era when 

white solidarity blocked African Americans from holding office.  In January of 1869 the 

Imperial Wizard, Nathan Bedford Forrest, ordered it to disband and all its records to be 

destroyed. Forrest had lost control of the Klan and numerous Americans were beginning 

to hold adverse opinions of the Klan as its violent tactics increased. The government 

eventually stepped in to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1871, also known as the Ku Klux 

Klan Act of 1871. In effect, it forced the original Klan to disband in all sections of the 

country. 1  

However, the white supremacist and fraternal ideals behind the original Klan 

never completely vanished and as a result the secret order eventually rose again less than 

                                                
1 Chalmers, David M., Hooded Americanism: The History of the Ku Klux Klan, 3rd Ed., (Durham: Duke U 
Press, 1987) 18-19; Goldberg, David J., Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s, (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins U Press, 1999) xi.   
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fifty years later. Only this time it was more vigorous in nature.  The reformed fraternal 

organization grew slowly at first, but as World War I ended the Klan’s popularity spread 

quickly across the nation garnering mass influence in not only the southern states but 

throughout the Midwestern areas as well. And the hooded order eventually touched both 

coasts. 2   

Following the end of World War I, the United States was thrown into a period of 

unprecedented economic growth and the majority of that expansion was primarily 

focused in urban centers. As a result, Americans began moving by the thousands from 

their rural farms into cities and it was there that many citizens were first exposed to the 

sexual and social freedoms that eventually distinguished the 1920s as the Jazz Age.  But 

as historian David Bennett has so eloquently pointed out in his Party of Fear, not 

everyone had the opportunity to share in the social liberties that accompanied 

urbanization.  Bennett asserted that many people were denied access to the money and 

status that the 1920s economic expansion promised as well as the sexual and social, 

“forbidden delights.”  He also argues that most Americans felt their traditional social 

beliefs were being displaced and it was this along with their inability to share in the 

1920s era of prosperity that led to the rise of repressive movements. One such movement, 

he contends, was that of the Ku Klux Klan.  According to Bennett, the Second Klan 

offered Americans a sense of community they felt they were losing as populations were 

shifting and gave citizens a way to cleanse the country of what they deemed to be 

immoral or un-American elements of society. 

                                                
2 Texas Historical Association, The New Handbook of Texas, Vol. 3, (Austin: U of Texas Press, 1996), 
1165-1166. 
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However, not every city or town that housed a chapter of the Klan had the same 

definition of what it meant to be un-American or immoral.  For instance, in the southern 

states, many citizens felt it was immoral for whites to associate with blacks, but this was 

not the case in all regions of the country. Catholics were also deemed to be un-American 

in some parts of the country due to their allegiance to the Pope but again this belief did 

not apply to all communities.  Thus, to be un-American or immoral essentially meant that 

a person was involved in activities that were socially unacceptable in a particular area. As 

a result, the Klan remained somewhat vague when expressing its ideology, and as 

historian David Chalmers noted in his Hooded Americanism, “The Klan organizer was 

told to find out what was worrying a community and offer the Klan as a solution.” 3   

At first, Ku Klux Klan officials were extremely selective in their membership.  

They initially sought out politicians, clergymen, and those who had already risen in the 

ranks of other fraternal lodges but the secret order eventually began accepting any man 

that could pay the necessary fees and would take the Klan’s, “Oaths of obedience, 

secrecy, fidelity, and Klanishness.”  To adhere to Klanishness meant these men, 

“promised to defend the Constitution, the American Flag, free public schools, 

Protestantism, free speech and press, liberty and separation of church and state.” and thus 

these were the essential principles of the Klan’s ideology. Klan members were also asked 

to hold fast to the doctrine of 100 per cent Americanism, which meant that the United 

States was, “inherited by Norseman, colonized by Puritans, and that the United States 

was purely Anglo-Saxon.” 4 However, as previously stated, each Klan locale’s 

                                                
3 Chalmers, Hooded Americanism, 33. 
4 Bennett, David H., Party of Fear, (Chapel Hill:  U of North Carolina Press, 1988), p. 204-211, 214. 
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interpretation of the organization’s ideals differed by community.  

As a result of the Klan’s ability to appeal to a broad audience, the Klan grew 

quickly in popularity and continued to rapidly expand in the early 1920s. The secret 

organization soon began taking on new members by the thousands, especially in the 

South and Texas, like the other states of the former confederacy, welcomed the Klan with 

open arms. The Texas Klan was originally established in the fall of 1920 when the 

national Klan organization sent a Klan recruiter to the Lone Star state in hopes of 

establishing a new chapter. However, the national order did not expect the warm 

reception they received from the citizens of Texas. The Texas Klan soon began initiating 

new members by the thousands following its establishment and by the early months of 

1921, the Texas Klan had become the “first chartered self-governing realm of the 

Invisible Empire.” 5   

In September 1920 a man by the name of Z. R. Upchurch was sent to Houston to 

look into the possibility of establishing a “klavern,” or local order, in Texas.  The 

Propagation Department, which was the Klan’s public promotion sector, had sent 

Upchurch not only to survey the possibility of Texas being inducted into the Invisible 

Empire but also to represent the Ku Klux Klan at the annual reunion of the United 

Confederate Veterans.  Upchurch was one of the Klan’s most prominent solicitors, or 

“kleagles,” and as such was expected to recruit renowned members of the Houston 

community. He did just that.   

On the night of October 9, 1920, the Invisible Empire held initiation ceremonies 

for those Upchurch had recruited and the first “klavern” in Texas held its first meeting 
                                                
5 Chalmers, Hooded Americanism, 39. 
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just afterwards. It was to be known as “Sam Houston No. 1.”   Following the assembly, 

Upchurch quickly appointed George B. Kimbro, an ex-sheriff’s deputy, to be the 

“Kleagle” for Texas.  By early 1921 numerous klaverns had been organized throughout 

the eastern and southern regions of the state, but the secret order did not establish a 

chapter in the western part of the state until later that year. 6 

Along with Houston, several other major Texas cities including Dallas, Austin 

and Fort Worth, were among the first to charter local Klan chapters. This is not surprising 

due to the fact that these cities’ population’s had increased exponentially between 1910 

and 1920.  During the 1910s, Dallas alone expanded from 92,104 citizens to 158,976 and 

by 1930 had a population of 260,475.   Houston also grew rapidly and had expanded from 

78,800 to 138,376 n 1920. Houston continued to expand throughout the 1920s and in 

1930 the city was home to 292,352 citizens. Fort Worth was also among the largest cities 

in Texas by 1920 with 163,447 citizens, which was an increase of almost 60,000 people 

in ten years. Therefore, the Klan’s popularity in these areas was likely due the rapid 

increase in population and possibly the effects of urbanization as well.7 

Almost as soon as the Ku Klux Klan was established, its members began trying to 

gain influence in their local communities.  In order to do so they employed a variety of 

different tactics and engaged in a number of activities including but not limited to taking 

out advertisements in various newspapers, marching in parades, barging into to local 

churches, performing charitable acts, tar and feathering citizens they felt to be immoral, 

and participated in many other forms of vigilante justice all with the hopes of restoring 
                                                
6 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 36-39.   
7 Ibid., 39; Bureau of the Census, “Total Population by City,” Abstract of the Fourteenth Census of the 
United Status, 1920, (Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1923), p. 57. 
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the community to what they perceived as the correct moral order.8  

However, while many Texans believed in the hooded organization’s purpose, 

their violent tactics soon alienated many citizens and dissent for the Texas Klan soon 

became visible in the state elections.  Between 1922 and 1924 the Ku Klux Klan issue 

dominated Texas politics. In 1922 the order generated enough votes to elect their 

candidate to the United States Senate but two years later the Klan question divided state 

voters in the 1924 gubernatorial election. As a result, the Texas Klan’s candidate for 

governor was defeated and the hooded order’s membership rolls swiftly declined. The 

secret order has since ceased to be a force in Texas politics.9   

Since its inception, numerous historical works have been written on the Ku Klux 

Klan at the national level, but only a small amount has been specifically devoted to the 

Texas Klan chapters. In 1965 Charles C. Alexander published his book, The Ku Klux 

Klan in the Southwest, which exposed the history of the Klan in Texas, Louisiana and 

Oklahoma. Throughout this work Alexander discussed the expansion of the Klan into 

each of these three states and how it affected them. He argues that much the like secret 

order in other areas of the country, the Klan in each of these states primarily targeted the 

immoral participants of society including bootleggers, spousal abusers, and adulterers.  

Much like Bennett, Alexander also argues that the Klan served as an outlet for rural-

minded Americans to protect and defend their conception of what was right and wrong. 

He contends that, “the Klan movement…featured not an isolated provincialism, but a 

sharp conflict between rural values and the changing mores of a society undergoing rapid 

                                                
8 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 29-32. 
9 Ibid., 222-224. 
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industrialization and concentration.”10 In 1969 Alexander also came out with Crusade for 

Conformity: The Ku Klux Klan in Texas from 1920-1930, which he solely devoted to the 

Texas Klan and was merely an extension of the research that he had done for Ku Klux 

Klan in the Southwest.  These two works established Alexander as the authority on the 

Texas Klan.  

Even though Alexander’s KKK in the Southwest and Crusade for Conformity 

provide in depth histories of the Texas Klans in general, Alexander primarily focused his 

analysis on the hooded order in the east and southeastern portions of the state where the 

Klan’s power and violent activities were most evident. In both of these works Alexander 

makes little mention of the Klan chapters in the northwestern regions of Texas and the 

majority of what he refers to in regards to these orders primarily concerns a high profile 

court case that took place in Amarillo, Texas.  And in the years since Alexander 

completed his histories of the Texas Klans, only one piece of scholarly work has been 

published regarding the Klan in the Panhandle and South Plains regions of the state.   

An article written by Nicholas Pruitt published in the 2006 West Texas Historical 

Association Year Book, provides a great deal of information on the various Panhandle and 

South Plains Klans.  Pruitt claimed his, “Broadening the Scope: the High Plains Klan in 

the 1920s,” was focused on Lubbock, Amarillo, Plainview and Slaton, Texas, but the 

majority of this work is primarily only devoted to how a Plainview newspaper portrayed 

the Klan.  In his article, Pruitt asserts that like those of the rest of the state, the Klan 

chapters of the Texas Panhandle and South Plains were primarily committed to restoring 

moral order and prohibition. However, he contends they were different from those other 
                                                
10 Ibid., 27. 
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Texas Klan chapters because they were organized later than the other orders and existed 

in a much less populated region of the state.11  

 On the contrary, in examining primary and secondary literature that regards the 

Klans of Amarillo, Plainview, Lubbock and Slaton it seems that the opposite is actually 

true.  Even though the Klan chapters of the Panhandle and South Plains were chartered 

almost a year later than many Klan organizations of East and South Texas and developed 

in a less populated region of Texas, these orders were extremely similar to other Texas 

Klans.  A number of the local Klan chapters in these regions participated in many of the 

same activities as those of the rest of the state in order to gain influence within their local 

communities and to exert control over those citizens they believed to be behaving 

illegally or immorally.   

However, each of the local Panhandle and South Plains Klan orders did not 

participate in all of the same activities to gain support for their ideals. While the Amarillo 

and Plainview Klan chapters primarily employed local newspapers and engaged in local 

politics, the Lubbock and Slaton Klan orders largely only focused their energies on 

espousing the Klan’s ideology from the pulpits of their local churches. Much like the 

Amarillo and Plainview orders, the Slaton order also utilized their local newspaper to 

assert their position on immorality and prohibition but the Lubbock Klan chapter did not.  

The Amarillo, Plainview, Slaton and Lubbock Klans also differed from one 

another in the extent to which they were able to generate votes for Klan candidates in the 

1922 United States senatorial race and the 1924 gubernatorial election.  While Klan 

                                                
11 Pruitt, Nicholas, “Broadening the Scope: The High Plains Klan in the 1920s,” West Texas Historical 

Association Yearbook, Vol. 82, (Lubbock: West Texas Historical Association, 2006),  p.156-167. 
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candidates obtained a majority vote in Amarillo, Plainview, and they lost the election in 

Lubbock County, which encompassed both Lubbock and Slaton.  

 This thesis will not attempt to do what others have not been able to do and give a 

complete history of the Klan in these regions. This is difficult to do due to the secrecy to 

which ex-Klansmen have traditionally abided and to the lack of primary sources 

regarding the various local Klan chapters.12  However, a collection of records from the 

Amarillo Klan have been recently uncovered and thus historians have begun to expose 

the Klan in the Panhandle and South Plains with the help of documents like these, as well 

as oral histories and newspaper portrayals of the Klan. This thesis will therefore only 

endeavor to add to the scholarly contribution Pruitt made to the history of the hooded 

order in the Panhandle and South Plains, and will contribute to the history of the Klan in 

the Lone Star State that Alexander began in 1965.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                
12 Ku Klux Klan (Amarillo, TX) Material, Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library, Texas Tech 
University, Lubbock, TX.   
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Chapter II 

The Ku Klux Klan Comes to Amarillo and Potter County 

 Since its initial establishment in the late 1880s Amarillo has long been the largest 

and most populated city in the Texas Panhandle and South Plains and thus, it should 

come as no surprise that this was the first city in the region to house a chapter of the 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.  During the 1920s Amarillo, the county seat of Potter 

County was still experiencing the social and cultural growing pains of becoming an urban 

city and business leaders were constantly searching for new ways to promote the city’s 

economy while at the same time controlling its lawless elements.   City officials were 

confronting the social issues brought on by speakeasies, a developing youth culture, 

movies, radio, jazz music, and most of all, bootleg liquor.  However, many leading 

citizens of the community felt officials were doing a poor job of regulating these types of 

immoral and illegal activity and as a result, on August 10, 1921, the Amarillo Knights of 

the Ku Klux Klan No. 141 was officially organized.13 

 Between 1900 and 1930, Amarillo, much like Dallas and Houston, experienced 

unprecedented growth. Throughout the 1910s and 1920s, Amarillo became ever more 

urbanized due to the increasing price of wheat during World War I and the development 

of a new oil and natural gas industry in the post war period. As a result, in two decades, 

the population jumped from a mere 1,442 in 1900 to 15,494 in 1920,and by 1930 

                                                
13 Ku Klux Klan (Amarillo, TX) Record, “Amarillo Klan Chapter Charter,” August 10, 1921, Folder 4, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX; Carlson, Paul,  Amarillo: the Story of a 
Western Town, (Lubbock: Texas Tech U Press, 2006) 99.  
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Amarillo had become home to 43,132 people.14  As the area continued to urbanize, men 

began flocking to the city by the hundreds to take jobs in the oil, natural gas, and wheat 

industries and as a result, the spirit of fraternalism that was engulfing the rest of the 

nation also enveloped Amarillo.  Fraternal lodges and other organizations were springing 

up left and right not only for the purpose of promoting the city’s growing economy but 

also so that men, both old and young, could develop some degree of influence within 

their community. Shortly after the war, the American Legion was one of the first orders 

to be established in the city, with the Rotary Club and several others following close 

behind in the early 1920s.15  However none were as secretive or as politically active 

between 1922 and 1924 as Amarillo’s chapter of the Knight of the Ku Klux Klan.   

As previously mentioned, the Amarillo Klan was first established in the summer 

of 1921 and it was shortly thereafter that the Amarillo Klan began holding weekly 

meetings, or klonklaves, every Thursday night. Like other Ku Klux Klan chapters around 

the nation and the state, the Amarillo Klan was extremely meticulous about its 

ceremonial proceedings.  The order had a detailed set of rules that determined how each 

klonklave, or weekly meeting, was to be presided over; a thorough description of each 

Klan officers’ duties; and a provision for the oath of secrecy that was taken upon 

initiation.16 Prospective Klansmen also had to pay $16.00 to be initiated along with 

annual dues of $6.00. These amounts are roughly equivalent to someone in 2007 paying 

                                                
14 Ibid, 88-92.  
15 Carlson, Amarillo, 87. 
16 KKK (Amarillo, TX), Printed Material, 1921-1925, Folder No. 3.    
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an initiation fee of $194.00 and $ 72.75 for annual dues.17  Therefore, it should not be 

surprising that the Amarillo Klan’s membership roster consists of the names of many of 

the most prominent men in Amarillo. The local order included men from the Amarillo 

Daily News, the Amarillo Hotel, local ministers, and both county and city officials just to 

name a few.18  

Nonetheless, names of men from the working class also populate the membership 

roster.  At its peak, the local order was home to at least 1,000 Klansmen. However, not all 

of them actually resided in Amarillo.  Many members came from a variety of locales 

across Texas and other parts of the United States including communities as close 

Bushland, Texas, a town just fifteen miles west of Amarillo, and as far away as Los 

Angeles, California.  It is uncertain why men from out of town would have joined the 

Amarillo order but it is likely these Klansmen frequented Amarillo for a variety of 

reasons and possibly joined because they wanted to gain influence in a growing 

community.   

 The first Exalted Cyclops, or E.C., for the Amarillo Klan was Dr. Herbert Whiting 

Virgin.  Although Virgin was the E.C., little is known about him besides what is present 

in the United States Census.  According to Census records, Virgin was born in 

Mandeville, Louisiana on May 29, 1872 and married when he was 24.   During World 

War I, he traveled to France to do work for the Young Men’s Christian Association 

(Y.M.C.A.) and by 1920 he had moved to Amarillo to pastor the First Baptist Church. 

However, Virgin’s stay in Potter County was brief and in June 1924 he left to become the 
                                                
17 Williamson, Samuel H., “Six Ways to Compute the Relative Value of a U.S. Dollar Amount, 1774 to the 
Present,” MeasuringWorth.com, [On-line], http://www.measuringworth.com/uscompare/. 
18 KKK (Amarillo, TX), Membership Rosters 1923-1924, Folder No. 1.  
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pastor at a church in Chicago.  Nonetheless, he remained on the Amarillo Klan’s 

membership roster even after he left the city.19   

 Although the Amarillo chapter officially organized in August 1921, there is no 

evidence that the order made any public appearances until December of that year. On 

December 9, an article was printed on the front page of the Amarillo Daily News 

announcing that the Amarillo Klan No. 141 would parade through the streets of the city 

that evening.  The Daily News had reprinted a letter that the newspaper had supposedly 

received the previous afternoon and asserted that the correspondence put to rest any 

speculation as to whether the Klan existed in Amarillo.  The Daily News contended that 

the order had organized due to the failure of city officials, “to convict certain reputedly 

notorious bootleggers recently indicted by the grand jury,” and also because of their 

“failure to stop other crime.”20   

 Criminal activity had always been a problem for Amarillo’s leaders, especially in 

regards to bootleg liquor.  In 1911, Amarillo banned the sale and distribution of alcohol 

and almost immediately bootleggers began bringing illegal booze into the city.  At least 

                                                
19 KKK Records (Amarillo, TX), Membership Rosters 1923-1924, Folder No. 1; U.S. Bureau of the 
Census, Twelfth Census of the United States 1900, HeritageQuest.com [database on-line], 
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/results/hitcounts?surname=Virgin&givenna
me=Herbert&series=12 (accessed on March 13, 2008); Bureau of the Census, The Thirteenth Census of the 
United States 1910, HeritageQuest.com [database on-line] 
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/results/hitlist?surname=Virgin&givenname=
Herbert&series=13&state=14&hitcount=1 (accessed on March 13, 2008) ; Bureau of the Census, The 
Fourteenth Census of the United Status: 1920, HeritageQuest.com [database on-line] 
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/census/results/hitlist?surname=Virgin&givenname=
Herbert&series=13&state=14&hitcount=1 (accessed on March 13, 2008); Ancestry.com, “U.S. Passport 
Applications, 1795-1925”, [database on-line] http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=USpassports (accessed on March 13, 2008); Ancestry.com, “Louisiana Marriages, 
1718-1925”, [database on-line] http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=LAmarriages_ga 
(accessed on March 13, 2008); “Dr. H.W. Virgin To Go To Large Chicago Church,”  Amarillo Daily News,  
May 13, 1924.   
20 “Knights of Fiery Cross Will Begin March at 8 P.M.,” Amarillo Daily News, December 9, 1921.  
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two stills operated within the city and alcohol was hauled from El Paso to Amarillo for 

several years.  Thus, when the Volstead Act banned alcohol consumption and sales 

nationwide in 1918, Amarillo had already become accustomed to the problems that came 

with prohibition.21  

Nevertheless, bootlegging was not the only criminal activity that took place in 

Amarillo.  According to Carlson, the city “attracted plenty of tough, rough-ended 

characters who sought life and leisure in dark, gamy, smoke-filled and whiskey-stained 

bars associated with gambling and a prostitution district.” Between 1900 and 1911, the 

Bowery district had become infamous for its illegal activities including gambling and 

prostitution but quickly disappeared following a 1911 campaign by city leaders to 

institute progressive reforms. Amarillo’s leaders continued efforts to eradicate unlawful 

elements of society from the city and the Ku Klux Klan seems to have been yet another 

attempt by local leaders to rid the community of undesirables.22  

  The day after the Daily News published the Klan’s letter, the newspaper reported 

on the Amarillo order’s parade.  The newspaper stated that on the evening of December 

9, exactly 222 Amarillo Klansmen paraded through the streets of the city as an estimated 

10,000 spectators watched.  The parade was supposed to have started at the corner of 

Tenth and Polk but instead it began at Taylor and moved toward Tenth.  The Daily News 

contended that just after 8 p.m. all the street lights were turned off which left only the 

lights on the inside of the stores and the electric signs outside to light the way for the 

Knight of the Ku Klux Klan.  The newspaper also reported that shortly after the lights 

                                                
21 Carlson, Amarillo, 106-108. 
22 Carlson, Amarillo, 59-66.  
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went off the hooded Knights appeared marching “two abreast,” in their traditional white 

regalia with signs proclaiming, “We oppose any violence,”  “We are fighting for your 

children and ours,” and “Help uphold the law.”  In an effort to keep the huge crowd at 

bay, two Knights paraded on horseback.   The Daily News contended that aside from a 

couple snickering remarks, the crowd remained relatively somber and concluded the 

article by stating that, “So far as could be learned, no words were exchanged with any 

persons along the line of the march.”23  This parade was the first and last march the 

Amarillo Klan No. 141 would organize throughout its entire tenure in Potter County.  

 According to the Amarillo Klan’s membership rosters, the editor of the Daily 

News, J.L. Nunn and its general manager, David Warren, were Klansmen.  Therefore, it 

should come as no surprise that the Amarillo Klan would utilize the Daily News to try to 

garner influence in the community. It was not unusual for the Klan to use to newspapers 

to espouse the Klan’s ideals due to the fact that the newspaper was the main media outlet 

during this time period. However, many Klan chapters in larger cities had enough 

members and capital to publish their own newspapers. For instance, the Houston Klan 

had Colonel Mayfield’s Weekly, the Fort Worth order had the American Citizen, and the 

Dallas chapter had the Texas 100 Per Cent American.  Nevertheless, smaller Klan locales 

did not have the funding to produce their own publications or likely did not need them 

due to the fact that local newspaper editors were Klansmen themselves.  Thus, the 

Amarillo Klan most likely never printed a Klan newspaper since Nunn and Warren 

utilized the Daily News to support the local Klan.    

                                                
23 “Ku Klux Klan Parade in Amarillo Friday Night-Are Unmolested by Peace Officers,” Lubbock Morning 
Avalanche, December 11, 1921.   
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 On January 19, 1922, the Daily News printed another letter that the Klan had 

allegedly sent the newspaper with the instructions that it was to be published for the 

entire community to see. However, it is doubtful that a letter was actually sent but instead 

Nunn and Warren simply printed it.  The piece stated that the Ku Klux Klan were in 

Amarillo to stay and, “they [would] not disband but [would instead] expand.”   According 

to the newspaper these types of letters had already appeared in numerous newspapers 

throughout Texas but for some reason the Amarillo Klan’s letter had not reached the 

Amarillo news until the previous day. 24 The letter came just as public sentiment 

regarding the Klan began to divide the rest of the country.  

 Not long after the Ku Klux Klan began its expansion across the United States, the 

order became notorious for its terrorist activities. As a result, the Rules Committee of the 

United States House of Representative began a series of hearings in the fall of 1921 to 

investigate whether or not the Ku Klux Klan was violating any laws.  Historian Charles 

Alexander contends that, “After several days of leading questions propounded by the 

Congressmen and extended paeans offered by [William] Simmons, the committee 

suddenly ended its inquiry without making any recommendations.”25  However, public 

criticism of the order did not cease and thus, the purpose of the letter in the Daily News 

was to defend the Klan against its opponents and to assert the Klan’s innocence to the 

citizens of Amarillo.  

 Throughout the letter the Klan continued to argue that the House Rules 

Committee had found no violation of the law by the Ku Klux Klan and that the secret 

                                                
24 “Klan Here to Stay and Will Expand, Claim,” Amarillo Daily News, January 19, 1922.   
25 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 10.   
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order had been established to combat the unlawful activity that seemed to be so prevalent 

in a number of communities throughout the state.  The local Klan contended that contrary 

to popular sentiment the organization would not participate in any illegal doings at any 

time including any acts of white-capping, or threatening someone while masked.26   

Although the Amarillo Klan eventually went against this promise, the order made use of 

this letter to refute the negative public image the national Klan had acquired.  

As the year went on, the secret order continued to try and present themselves a 

positive aspect of the community.  In May the Amarillo Klan chapter donated money to a 

local soldier by the name of Arthur Knight who had been injured while serving the 

United States during World War I.  Instead of delivering the $25.00 directly to Knight, 

the secret order once again utilized the newspaper to garner support from the community 

and sent the money to the Daily News along with a letter asking them to give it to him.  

The Daily News then published the letter and thereby informed all of Amarillo of the 

Klan’s good deed.27 

The national and state Klans also regularly participated in charitable acts such as 

these and advertised them in newspapers in an effort to gain positive publicity for the 

secret order.  For instance, the Fort Smith Klan No. 15 played Santa Claus to poor 

families at Christmas time and advertised it in the local Southwest American. The Fort 

Worth Klan No. 101 also pledged $1,000 toward building a new Y.M.C.A. and citizens 

were notified of their efforts by the Fort Worth Star Telegram. Therefore, it should come 

as no surprise that the Amarillo order would utilize the newspaper in their city to 

                                                
26“ Klan Here to Stay and Will Expand, Claim,”  Amarillo Daily News, January 19, 1922.   
27 “The Principles of the ‘Knights of the Ku Klux Klan’,”  Amarillo Daily News, August 6, 1922.  
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advertise their charity as well.28 

 In August of 1922 the local order hosted a guest speaker from Austin, Texas, to 

come address Amarillo citizens regarding the “Principles of the Knights of the Ku Klux 

Klan.”  To advertise the event the Klan again utilized the local newspaper and took out a 

large ad in the Daily News informing the public that everyone was cordially invited to 

“come out and hear the truth.”  Two days later the Daily News ran a story describing the 

event.  According to the article, the speaker who defended the Klan was Dr. W. A. 

Hamlett, a former pastor from Austin, Texas.  Reverend Hamlett explained to the crowd 

that the principles of the Klan were the same as those that had been iterated in the letter 

the Amarillo Klan sent to the Daily News in January.  He contended that, “The 

organization opposes monopolistic religion, wife beating, bootlegging and lawlessness in 

general.”    Dr. Hamlett had been invited to Amarillo to speak in the midst of the 1922 

midterm elections in which the Second Ku Klux Klan had become a major issue for the 

first time in both the national and state political arenas, and it would remain so for the 

next two years.29  

  After the elections had taken place in November, it was extremely evident that 

the Texas Klans were developing into a political force.  On Election Day Klansmen from 

all over the state came together and elected a number of local officials including sheriffs, 

attorneys and judges. The most significant political victory for the Klan that year was the 

election of the Democratic candidate Earle B. Mayfield to the United States Senate, 

which was the highest office any known Texas Klansmen would be elected to in that 

                                                
28  Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, p. 92-93 n18-19.  
29 “Klan’s Platform Is Defended By Former Pastor,” Amarillo Daily News, August 8, 1922.   
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year. However, Mayfield’s nomination did not come without resistance.   Along with 

Mayfield, both Robert L. Henry of Waco and Sterling P. Strong of Dallas also announced 

their candidacies for U.S. senator and Henry was the only of these candidates to 

campaign in Amarillo.  

 In April, Robert L. Henry visited the city and discussed his platform.  Even 

though he discussed various elements including, “states rights, the Federal Reserve Act, 

Americanism, foreign immigration, the tariff, and relations between church and state,” 

his primary objective was to assert that he stood for the principles of the Ku Klux Klan.  

In his address he admitted to being part of the organization and proclaimed that the Klan 

stood for the enforcement of morality and did not dare to take the law into its own hands.  

He dared any observer to, “bring a single instance of such an act into the public’s view.”   

Henry declared that he stood for the principles of the Klan and urged those enamored by 

his speech to back those same values. He attempted to appeal to the voters of Amarillo 

and told his audience:  

If you want to drive the bootlegger and moral degenerate from among us; 
if you want to protect the virtue of young womanhood; if you want to 
expand the religion of Jesus Christ; if you want to keep the negro in his 
proper place; if you want to uphold the laws of the land, you can do so by 
backing the principles of which the Ku Klux Klan stands. 30    
 

However, the Texas Klan put its full support behind Mayfield after the Grand Titan 

Hiram Evans intervened in the state elections and as a result, Mayfield was elected.31   

 Although there is no evidence that the Amarillo Klan became openly involved 

with the elections of 1922, it is obvious that at least two local Klansmen became 
                                                
30 “Ku Klux Klan is Praised by Robert L. Henry,” Amarillo Daily News, April 26, 1922; Alexander, KKK in 
the Southwest, 122-123.   
31 Ibid.   
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politically active and regularly spoke out in favor of Mayfield.  Both Nunn and Warren of 

the Daily News regularly wrote news articles supporting Mayfield for senator.  In August, 

just prior to the runoff election for U.S. Senator on August 26, 1922, Nunn wrote several 

editorials asking Amarillo citizens to give their support to Mayfield. 32   However, Nunn 

and Warren never discussed Mayfield’s affiliation with the secret order in their articles. 

Therefore it is unclear whether Nunn and Warren’s support was based on Mayfield’s 

backing by the Klan or if it was due to their dislike for his opponent James Ferguson, 

who was staunchly opposed to the Klan.  

 Prior to his run for Democratic senatorial candidate, Ferguson had been the 

governor of Texas but was impeached in 1917 following a controversy over 

misappropriations of funding for the University of Texas.  Since then Ferguson lost the 

presidential nomination in 1920 and he was now running for the Senate in 1922 on an 

Anti-Ku Klux Klan ticket. As a result, Nunn and Warren spoke out against Ferguson 

almost as much as they advocated Mayfield.  In several editorials these men expressed 

their distaste for Ferguson’s political platform accusing him of being a “tool of the liquor 

interests” and constantly recalling the fact that Ferguson had already been impeached 

while holding a public office.  On August 24, the Daily News published a piece calling 

for Amarillo citizens to come out by the thousands against Ferguson.33   Therefore, 

although it is not clear whether the Daily News supported Mayfield due to the fact that 

the Klan backed him, it is certain that Nunn and Warren were doing everything they 

                                                
32 “Give Earle B. Mayfield Splendid Vote Today, Amarillo Daily News, August 26, 1922.   
33  “Ferguson, James Edward,”  The New Handbook of Texas, Vol. 2, (Austin: Texas State Historical 
Association, 1996),  p. 979-981; “Must Rebuke Jim,”  Amarillo Daily News, August 24, 1922; “Give Earle 
Mayfield Splendid Vote Today,”  Amarillo Daily News, August 26, 1922.  
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could to generate votes for Mayfield and the Klan.  Regardless of the reasoning by Nunn 

and Warren’s efforts, Mayfield was elected over Ferguson on August 26, 1922 by a slight 

majority of 1,040 votes to Ferguson’s 934.34    

 On the same day the newspaper announced the results of the primary, the Daily 

News also ran an advertisement that the Amarillo Klan would be holding its first public 

initiation on the evening of Labor Day, which was Monday September 4, 1922.   The ad 

gave directions to where the Klan was holding the ceremony so that visitors could attend 

and observe the Klan in all its self-proclaimed glory. The Daily News also claimed that 

they had obtained a statement from local Klan officers who explained:  

Only native born, white, Gentile, Protestant, American citizens can belong 
to the Ku Klux Klan.  Our local organization is composed of many 
hundreds of the county’s best and most influential citizens…The Ku Klux 
Klan believes in preserving the sanctity of the home; the protection of our 
glorious American womanhood; maintaining the integrity of our public 
school system-the cradle of American democratic ideals; the upholding of 
the spirit and letter of the constitution of the United States by a firm stand 
on questions of public morals, aiding the forces of law and order and 
increasing the efficiency of their guardianship; the practice of the pure 
patriotism by placing the public welfare above party politics and 
maintaining American traditions…35    
 

According to Alexander, the Texas Klan had begun initiating members by the thousands 

in the spring of the year in order to obtain the most possible votes for Klan candidates 

and it is highly possible this is what the Amarillo order was attempting to do also.36  

 On the night of the initiation, the Klan supposedly took in a reported 378 

members in front of a audience numbered between ten and twenty thousand.  The Daily 

                                                
34 “Potter County Returns,” Amarillo Daily News, August 27, 1922.    
35 “Public Klan Initiation to be Held Tomorrow Night at Point Northwest of Amarillo,” Amarillo Daily 
News, September 3, 1922.   
36 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 121.  
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News presented the details surrounding the event the following day.  According to the 

newspaper, the initiation began around 10 o’clock in the evening and was held on the 

grounds of the Amarillo Country Club. The ceremony was complete with Klansmen 

decked in their white regalia and huge fiery crosses.  The reporter who wrote the article, 

most likely Nunn or Warren, also seems to have been closely associated with the order 

due to the fact that he noted details no one else could have known including the fact that a 

number of unrobed Klansmen were present from various cities and also told readers of a 

private ceremony that had taken place only a few weeks prior on the Bivins Ranch, just a 

few miles out of town.  

 Just two days after the initiation ceremonies for the Amarillo Klan were held, the 

Texas State Democratic Convention began in San Antonio, Texas and it was there that it 

became clear just how significant the Klan issue was to the state elections of 1922.  

Traditionally the Ku Klux Klan had always been connected to the Democratic Party so it 

was not absurd to think that the Republican Party in Texas would denounce the Ku Klux 

Klan as being, “a symptom of diseased political conditions.”  But it was not just the 

Republicans who were against the Klan.   

At the convention, factions of the Texas Democratic Party insisted that the Party 

include a denunciation of the secret order within its Party platform. However, the 

Democrats’ platform committee rejected those resolutions and stated that, “The Ku Klux 

Klan issue is not state but national.” 37  Thus, it was becoming apparent that the Klan was 

causing increasing division in Texas politics.   
                                                
37 “Democrats are to ‘Blame’ for Klan, Is Charge,” Amarillo Daily News, April 12, 1924; “Articles to 
Denounce it Drawn for Convention,” Amarillo Daily News, September 3, 1924; “Stake Former Head of 
American Legion Says,” Amarillo Daily News, September 6, 1924.  
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 Following the convention those Democrats who had demanded that the Party 

rebuke the Klan soon separated from the Democratic Party to become “Independent 

Democrats” and joined forces with the Texas Republican Party. The Republican Party 

had taken a stand against the Ku Klux Klan early in 1922 and when the Independent 

Democrats joined them, they chose George E. B. Peddy to be Mayfield’s opponent.  

However, the secretary of state refused to allow Peddy’s name to be on the November 

ballot because he had voted in the Democratic primaries earlier that year.  But that did 

not stop Peddy’s supporters and in November they simply wrote in his name on their 

ballots.38   

 Although a large number of Texans despised the secret order for the division it 

had caused within the Democratic Party, it became evident on Election Day that most of 

Texas favored at least the ideologies of the Klan.  Texans voted Mayfield to be their 

choice for United States Senator with 264,260 votes to Peddy’s 130, 744 and this was not 

the only office that the Texas Klans won that year although it was by far the most 

significant.  According to Alexander, the Klan’s dominance was apparent in county after 

county in the eastern two thirds of the state.39   

 Not surprisingly, the Klan also experienced some political success in the 

Panhandle and South Plains regions.   In Potter County, Mayfield easily won the U.S. 

Senate seat with a five to one majority over Peddy.  Several local Klansmen were also 

able to garner enough support to be elected to serve in a number of county positions.  The 

Klansmen who were chosen for public office include:  William M. Benton for Tax 

                                                
38 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 122-127. 
39 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 127.   
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Assessor, Ben Golding for Tax Collector, Less Whitaker for Sheriff, E.M. Pittman for 

County Clerk, Henry L. Ford for County Attorney, and Sam B. Matlow for County 

Judge.  It is unclear whether these men were Klansmen before they were elected or joined 

shortly after due to the fact that membership records do not exist for 1922 but it is certain 

that by 1923 all of them were members in the secret order.40   

 Following the elections, the secret order seems to have been somewhat quiet for 

the next several months because there was no mention of the Amarillo Klan in Daily 

News again until August of 1923.  Nonetheless, this does not mean that the order was 

inactive but only that the actions of the Klan were not public knowledge.   In 1923, the 

Amarillo order reached its largest membership with exactly 1,000 members.41  Like the 

rest of the Texas Klans, the local order was growing rapidly and in light of the results of 

the November 1922 election it seemed the secret organization had been given approval 

by the citizens of Potter County.   

 However, the dissension over the Klan that had divided Texas Democrats in 

November 1922 soon spread to Amarillo after several Amarillo men were accused of 

flogging a man in the summer of 1923.  According to the Daily News, on August 15, 

1923, E. T. McDonald, a local railroad laborer, was severely whipped, tarred and 

feathered by a group of masked men.  Within a month of the flogging six local 

Klansmen, although it unknown whether their membership was public knowledge, had 

been charged by a Grand Jury for various charges including misconduct in office, assault 

with a prohibited weapon, and white capping, or threatening someone while masked. 
                                                
40  “Mayfield Victor in Potter by 5 to One Majority,”  Amarillo Daily News, November 8, 1922; KKK 
Records (Amarillo, TX),  Membership Rosters 1923-1924, Folder No. 1.   
41 KKK Records (Amarillo, TX),  Membership Rosters 1923-1924, Folder No. 1.   



Texas Tech University, Mika Smith, December 2008 

25 

However, T.W. Standford’s trial was the only one that generated significant public 

attention due to the fact that Stanford was the first person to be charged with violating the 

law against white capping. It was for this reason that Alexander’s only mention of the 

Amarillo order was in regards to this case.42    

 Shortly after the incident, the Amarillo Klan sent yet another letter to the Daily 

News asserting its innocence in the flogging of McDonald and the newspaper printed it 

the next day.  The organization stated it should be expected of every great fraternal order 

to abide by the law and to, “render willing aid to the constituted authorities of the State.”  

Thus, the Amarillo Klan proclaimed that it would allow authorities to view any of their 

files and would do everything they could to cooperate with the investigation.  They also 

issued a statement of facts, which asserted that no Amarillo Klansman had ever violated 

the law and that if the secret order ever found any member guilty of doing so that 

Klansman would be expelled from the organization.   Finally, the letter concluded that 

the Amarillo Klan had never and would never appoint any committee for the purpose of 

violating any law.43   

 This letter is just one more example of how the Amarillo Klan closely resembled 

other Texas and national Klan chapters. Alexander asserted that, “The Klan’s official 

attitude toward acts of violence was almost always to deny that the order was involved.” 

He further explained that whenever the Ku Klux Klan was accused of a flogging or any 

other violent act, the local Klan order would always claim that the Klan was not 

responsible and that instead it was the work of, “unruly parties trying to discredit the 
                                                
42 “Bishop Says Acts Must Stop or Anarchy Will Reign,” Amarillo Daily News, August 20, 1923;  “Four 
Others Are Charged By Jury in Flogging Case,”  Amarillo Daily News,  September 13, 1923.  
43 “Amarillo Klan Denies Part in Local Flogging,” Amarillo Daily News, August 21, 1923.  
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organization.” However, this was rarely the case.44  

The news coverage regarding T.W. Stanford v. State of Texas was the first 

negative publicity the Amarillo Klan was subjected to and as a result the secret order 

wanted to do everything possible to disassociate themselves from any unlawful activity.  

In an effort to project a different public image of the Ku Klux Klan, the Daily News 

began printing various articles, which projected the Klan as a victim rather than an 

aggressor.   Prior to the McDonald’s flogging, Nunn, Warren, and the Daily News rarely 

ran stories that presented the Ku Klux Klan at the national level as a positive entity. The 

Daily News routinely published stories that demonstrated the Klan’s violent activities, 

even if they took place in cities as far away as Pennsylvania.  One instance the press 

highlighted involved the Klan sending a human hand to A. Phillip Randolph, editor of the 

Black monthly newsletter, “The Messenger,” with a note that warned him to stay out of 

white men’s business.45  The Daily News also printed stories that called attention to the 

corruption that was occurring within the national order.  Throughout the fall of 1922, the 

Daily News routinely published articles discussing the charges that had recently been 

brought against the Imperial Wizard of the national Ku Klux Klan, E. Y. Clarke, because 

he had collected dues that were well above the legal rate.46 However, even though Nunn 

and Warren ran articles that regularly portrayed the national Klan negatively, they at the 

same time tried to depict the Amarillo order as a positive communal element.  It is 

unclear why Nunn and Warren would emphasize the criminal corruption of the national 

                                                
44 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, p. 57-58.  
45  “Hand Sent to Negro with Letter Threatened by K.K.K.” Amarillo Daily News, September 6, 1922. 
46 For an example of how the Daily News portrayed the corruption by the national order see “Collected 
Dues Above Legal Rate Is Charge,” Amarillo Daily News, October 6, 1922.   
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order to Amarillo citizens if they wanted to develop a respectable image for the local 

Klan but it seems to be evident that they may have been trying to separate the Amarillo 

Klan from the negative public image the national Klan had already developed.  

Nonetheless, after McDonald’s flogging the Daily News began printing stories that 

depicted Klan orders in other states as victims rather than aggressors.   

On August 23, 1922, the Daily News published an article announcing that three 

Klansmen had been attacked by a man and severely beaten in Alabama.  Three days later, 

the Daily News ran another story contending that one Klansmen had had been shot and 

killed when rioters attempted to break up a Klan parade in Louisiana.  Therefore, the 

editors of the Daily News were doing all they could to demonstrate how the secret order 

was being attacked all over the country and in doing so possibly influence the public to 

think these flogging accusations were just another attempt to discredit the order.47 

 Nevertheless, it became increasingly evident that the Amarillo Klan was to blame 

when McDonald gave his testimony in the case T.W. Stanford v. State of Texas on 

October 10, 1923.  According to McDonald, his flogging on August 15 had not been his 

first encounter with the Amarillo Klan.  McDonald contended that a month prior on July 

9 the Potter County sheriff, Less Whitaker, drove McDonald out to a ravine just north of 

town.  Whitaker informed McDonald they were driving out there to meet a group of men. 

There two men dressed head to toe in white hooded uniforms informed McDonald that 

they wanted to “interview” him.  The two men then grabbed McDonald and led him 

about twenty yards away from the car. As they walked further from the vehicle, five 
                                                
47 “3 Klansmen attacked by Church Man,” Amarillo Daily News, August 23, 1923; “1 Killed Many Hurt in 
Riot When Attempt Made to Stop Ku Klux Parade,” Amarillo Daily News, August 26, 1923.  
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more hooded men then joined McDonald and the two men escorting him.   

 The masked men then proceeded to ask McDonald what he had been saying about 

his previous boarder, Mrs. C. E. Edwards, and after McDonald explained that he had said 

nothing, the hooded men then asked him how long it would take him to gather his 

belongings and leave Amarillo. The men then instructed him to stay the night in the 

county jail and after being released he would have twenty-four hours to leave town. 

McDonald, however, quickly informed them that he could not leave the county because 

he was under bond for carrying a gun and for committing slander.  In response the men 

told him to spend the night in jail and upon discharge the next morning to go to the Henry 

L. Ford’s office, which was the County Attorney and a Klansman.   There Ford would 

release McDonald’s bond and then he could leave the county.  However, after he was 

released back to Whitaker, the sheriff told him that he could not hold him without a 

charge and let him go.  Thus, McDonald’s first encounter with the Klansmen seems to 

have been just a warning. 

 After testifying about the incident on July 9, McDonald then continued on to 

explain the events that occurred on August 15.  McDonald asserted that on that evening 

he was returning from a movie when two men grabbed him from behind.  After scuffling 

with the two men and trying to stab them with his pocketknife, he was then thrown into a 

car.  Unlike the previous description, McDonald did not state whether the two men were 

masked or not. McDonald continued on to say that the men then took him out to a pasture 

east of town where they stripped him naked and whipped him severely before throwing 

tar and feathers onto his wounded body. McDonald was then forced to jog in front of the 
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men in a car for about one mile before being stopped.  The men then got out of the 

vehicle and proceeded to give him another twenty lashes from three different assailants.  

His torturers then informed him that if he ever set foot in Potter County again, he would 

be killed.  Unfortunately for these men, McDonald did not leave the county and decided 

to press charges with the state’s district court instead.48   

 Throughout the trial the Daily News gave continuous coverage of the events that 

were occurring inside the courtroom and published McDonald’s entire testimony in the 

newspaper.  As a result, there is no doubt that the citizens of Potter County and Amarillo 

were becoming increasingly familiar with the violence that the secret order subjected 

citizens to even though the local Klan secretary at the time, W. M. Adams, testified 

during the trial that the order was not involved.  After McDonald and others finished 

testifying, the jury deliberated for over twenty-two hours and handed down a guilty 

verdict against Stanford along with a sentence of two years in the state penitentiary. 

However, the decision was later reversed in criminal appeals court.49  

 It is uncertain what effect Stanford’s trial had on the Amarillo public’s perception 

of  the secret organization but it is clear that by early 1924 the Amarillo Klan’s 

membership had declined significantly, which suggests that a number of Klansmen were 

trying to disassociate themselves from the hooded order.  As previously noted, by the end 

of 1923 the local Klan chapter’s roster listed 1,000 members, but by May 5, 1924 the 

organization only remained home to some 631 Klansmen.50   Throughout the first half of 

                                                
48 “Flogging Victim Tells of Experiences in Stanford Trial for Whitecapping,” Amarillo Daily News, 
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49 “Case To Be Appealed,” Amarillo Daily News, October 13, 1923;  Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 81.  
50  “List of Members in Good Standing as of May 5, 1924,”  KKK Records (Amarillo, TX ), Folder No. 1.   
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1924, the Amarillo Klan remained out of the public eye but they continued to recruit new 

members.  On May 21, 1924 the local order initiated 130 members and in doing so 

brought their roster to 761, even though that number was still below what it had been at 

its peak not even six months before.51   This invitational meeting came just one and a half 

months before the state Democratic primaries and this was likely yet another attempt to 

obtain more votes in favor of Klan candidates.  However, it was the 1924 state elections 

that would seal the fate of the Amarillo Klan along with that of the secret order all over 

Texas.   

 Following the Klan’s 1922 victory in the state senatorial race it came as no 

surprise to any observer of Texas politics at the time that the Klan once again became a 

dominate issue in the state elections of 1924.   According to Alexander, “By 1924 the 

Klan in Texas was a highly organized, efficient minority.  Working quietly and 

mysteriously, this minority nearly controlled the political life of the state.”  Nonetheless, 

in the early months of 1924 the Texas Klan began having internal conflicts over which 

candidate they should nominate for governor and as a result, local Klans all over the state 

were asked by the Texas Grand Dragon to hold local elimination primaries in order to 

determine who the Klan’s candidate for governor would be.52   The first to declare his 

candidacy was V. A. Collins who was an attorney from Dallas and the second, Felix D. 

Robertson, was a district judge who was also from Dallas.  Both of these men were 

Klansmen and staunch prohibitionists but while both had a number of supporters, only 

one had the support of the state’s Grand Dragon, Z. E. “Zeke”  Marvin.  Thus, it came as 
                                                
51  “List of Aliens Who Signed Form K-115 and 108 on the Night of the Invitational Meeting on 
Wednesday, May 21, 1924,” KKK Records (Amarillo, TX), Folder No. 1.  
52 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 192-193.   
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no shock that when the local primaries were held in March, the majority of Klansmen 

gave their votes to Robertson.53  It is unknown whether the Amarillo Klan held their own 

local primaries but it is highly likely considering the fact that the local order differed 

little from other Texas chapters in the political realm.  

   Miriam “Ma” Ferguson was Robertson’s closest opponent in the first primary 

and thus she faced him in the second Democratic primary, which was to be held in 

August.  Miriam Ferguson was actually the wife of James Ferguson, who had been 

impeached while governor in 1917.  After being removed from office, James Ferguson 

was banned by the state legislature from ever trying to run for any public office in Texas 

again.  As a result, Miriam Ferguson then decided, after much urging from her husband 

no doubt, to enter the gubernatorial race herself and in doing so she became her 

husband’s proxy. James Ferguson thus made most of his wife’s campaign speeches and 

He devoted his wife’s campaign to denouncing the Klan and Robertson.    

 Just prior to the Democratic runoff primary between Ferguson and Robertson in 

August, Nunn and Warren once again utilized their newspaper to generate support for a 

Klan candidate.  Throughout August, the Daily News published several editorials 

attacking Ferguson. In one editorial titled, “Beat Old Gang,” the editors asserted to 

readers that although Jim Ferguson claimed that he would allow his wife to be the 

governor and would only be her “advisor”, the Daily News told not his readers to believe 

him.  The piece asserted that the Ferguson’s were against prohibition and thus, Amarillo 

citizens should not vote for them.  The Daily News also reminded its readers of 

Ferguson’s impeachment and asserted that as a result, “He [did] not deserve to be 
                                                
53 Ibid., 195.   
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honored with the position of governor.54   

 The next day the Daily News also published a letter written by Reverend W. C. 

Wright of Plainview, which denounced Ferguson and reiterated the Daily News’ support 

for Robertson.   According to the article, Wright was a former minister of the First 

Christian Church of Plainview.  However, the piece did not mention that Wright was also 

the Exalted Cyclops of the Plainview Klan.  Thus, it does not seem to have been 

coincidental that the Daily News, a newspaper run by two Klansmen, would publish 

Wright’s letter, which asked for Amarillo citizens to support a Klan backed candidate.  

Throughout the article, Wright repeatedly asserted that Ferguson was against prohibition 

and stated that, “any vote for “Fergusonism’…[would] be a vote of hate, intolerance, 

spite and prejudice.”  Wright also contended that, “most of the ministers of Texas [were] 

for Robertson because they could not endorse the prohibition record of Ferguson.” 55  

The fact that Wright was a former pastor no doubt gave him considerable clout but his 

assertion that the majority of ministers in Texas favored a certain candidate also could 

have influenced many people’s votes in the primary.  

 Following Wright’s letter, the Daily News continued its attack on Ferguson’s 

candidacy and asked all of its readers to support Robertson.  On August 17, the Daily 

News ran a full-page advertisement announcing there would be a campaign rally for 

Robertson in Amarillo on August 20.56  Three days after the rally, the Democratic runoff 

primary took place and the majority of the voters in Potter County went for Robertson 
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allowing him to lead Ferguson with 2731 votes.  Many counties in the Panhandle and 

South Plains demonstrated overwhelming support for Robertson as well.57   

However, their votes were still not enough to keep Miriam Ferguson from 

winning the Democratic nomination.   Alexander contended that the combination of 

Ferguson’s support from the people who sincerely disliked the hooded order on moral 

and ideological grounds, politicians who wanted to end the disruptive presence of the 

Klans, along with the anti-prohibitionists, tenant farmers, small farmers, and day 

laborers, all proved to be too much for the Robertson and the secret order.  And thus, on 

August 23, Ferguson beat Robertson by a vote of 413,751 to 316,019.58   

 Shortly after Ferguson’s victory, the Klan issue again dominated the state 

Democratic Convention as it had two years earlier when factions of the Texas 

Democratic Party begged their Party to include a denunciation of the Klan in the Party’s 

platform. However, this time those against the Klan controlled the convention and Texas 

Democrats decided to denounce the Klan as, “un-Christian and un-American, and 

demanded the public registration of secret organizations and anti-law.”  As a result of the 

Democratic Party’s decision to back Ferguson and to denounce the Klan at the same 

time, drove a number of Texas Democrats to leave the Party and support the Republican 

candidate for governor, Dr. George C. Butte.59   

 Although Nunn and Warren had previously used the Daily News to demonstrate 

their favor for certain Klan candidates, it quickly became apparent that they were not 

willing to do so if it came at the expense of the Texas Democratic Party.  Less than a 
                                                
57 “Panhandle Goes for Robertson by Near 2,000,” Amarillo Daily News, August 24, 1924.  
58 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 197.  
59  Ibid., 198.   
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week after the state runoff primary, the Daily News did an about face and published an 

editorial, which announced that the newspaper would be backing Ferguson, the 

Democratic nominee.   

Two days later, the newspaper printed another editorial that told citizens to 

remain aligned with the Democratic Party instead of joining the Republican Party.  The 

article reminded readers that many Texas Democrats had abandoned the Party in 1922 

because the Democrats would not denounce the Klan, but this time the tables had turned 

and many were threatening to the leave the Party because it had deserted the secret order.  

Thus, the Daily News was warning its readers not to do so, especially those who were 

Klansmen.  The editorial asserted that, “Should they be Klansmen, they can expect no 

more sympathy from the Republicans than they can from the opposition within their own 

party.”  Therefore, Texas Democrats should not desert the party.60  

 Shortly after Nunn and Warren began asking the public to back Ferguson, the 

officers of the Amarillo Klan chapter announced that the secret order wanted to stay out 

of Texas politics in the elections that followed. This declaration was no doubt due to the 

fact that the Texas Democratic Party had denounced the secret order just three days 

earlier.  According to the Daily News, the secret order’s declaration also came just one 

day after the Houston Klan announced its plans to stay out of political activities.   The 

officers contended that the Klan had not endorsed any local candidates in the recent 

primary and the local order were not favoring anyone running for public office in 

succeeding elections.  The Klan officials even went so far as to say that any Klansman 

                                                
60 “Backing the Nominee,” Amarillo Daily News, August 27, 1924; “Texas Nominee,” Amarillo Daily 
News, August 29, 1924.  
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running for public office should resign temporarily from the organization in order to keep 

the Klan out of partisan politics. It is uncertain why the Amarillo Klan had decided to 

abandon Texas politics but it is likely that its members were attempting to follow other 

Texas Klan chapters including the Houston Klan. Nonetheless, it was apparent that the 

Amarillo chapter could feel the political influence they had enjoyed in 1922 slipping 

away.   

 By November, the Klan issue had engulfed the state once again and in Amarillo, 

at least one citizen was expressing their distaste for the hooded society.  Sometime in 

1924, Timothy Dwight Hobart, a local cattle rancher and breeder, wrote a letter to a 

Reverend Donald Frasier in New York commending him for the stance Frasier had taken 

against the hooded order there.  In the letter Hobart wrote:   

I notice in the Boston Daily Advertiser something of the activities of 
the Klan in your town and your position in regard to it, and I want to 
shake hands with you across the distance.  I realize that many good 
men have gone into the Klan, but how they could remain in it when 
they see what it leads to is beyond me.  If your people could see what I 
have seen, how it divides communities, churches, even families, I 
think they would stay out.61  

 
Hobart’s letter not only shows his disgust for the local Klan but also demonstrates that 

Amarillo citizens were aware of the Klan’s activities across the nation.   

 Nevertheless, on November 4, 1924, it was obvious to any observer that the 

Klan’s power in Texas politics had passed when the majority of Texas voters cast their 

ballots in favor of the anti-Klan candidate, Miriam Ferguson.  Ferguson led Butte with 

422,588 votes to his 294,970 and in voting to elect Ferguson to the governorship Texans 

                                                
61 Timothy Dwight Hobart Manuscript Collection, ca. 1924, Panhandle Plains Museum, West Texas A& M 
University, Canyon, Texas.   
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had demonstrated their dislike for the hooded order.  However, this was not the case 

throughout the entire state. In Potter County, Butte held a two to one majority over 

Ferguson and lead with 3, 701 to her 1,135.62  Therefore, is seems that the citizens of 

Amarillo were still in favor of the Klan and its candidates, at those who were able to vote.  

 Shortly after the election, the local organization, much like other Texas Klan 

chapters, quickly began to disintegrate.  One Texas Klansmen that Alexander had the 

opportunity to interview asserted that, “After Robertson was beaten the prominent men 

left the Klan,” and “The Klan’s standing went with them.”  And the Amarillo order was 

no different in this regard.  By mid-1925, the Amarillo Klan’s membership had dwindled 

to a mere 287 Klansmen and many of the city’s most prominent men had become 

“delinquent” in their dues suggesting they no longer wished to be associated with the 

hooded order. No records exist for the Amarillo Klan after the month of June 1925 thus it 

is difficult to tell whether the organization remained active in the months and years that 

followed.  Although, it is likely the Amarillo Klan was no longer active after 1925 

considering the fact that most of Amarillo’s most influential citizens had dropped out.   

As can be seen, the Amarillo chapter had much in common with most of the other 

Texas Klans. Like other Klan orders statewide, the local organization was primarily 

concerned with promoting “Klannishness” and enforcing prohibition and regularly 

participated in many of the same types of activities as other Klans including floggings, 

charitable donations, parades, and public initiations. They also routinely utilized the local 

newspaper to try and gain support from local citizens.  The Amarillo Klansmen also 
                                                
62 “Panhandle Voters Give Butte Nearly Two-One Majority Over Ferguson,” Amarillo Daily News,  
November 5, 1924; “Potter County Gives Butte Big Majority, Pollard Elected Sheriff, Fair Park Levy 
Vetoed,”  Amarillo Daily News, November 5, 1924.   
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repeatedly participated in area politics either through promoting Klan candidates or 

running for public office.  However, the Amarillo Klan, along with other area chapters, 

was more successful at generating support from the local community for the Klan’s 

candidates than Klan orders in the rest of the state and the nation. Nonetheless, the 

Amarillo order quickly lost power after the 1924 elections and the Amarillo Klan No. 

141 never again returned to prominence.    
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Chapter III 

 Plainview and Hale County Don the Hooded Robe 

 Shortly after the Amarillo Klan appeared in December 1921, another Klan chapter 

organized in Plainview, Texas, which is located about 75 miles south of Amarillo. Much 

like Amarillo, Plainview was also growing but was not expanding at the same rate as 

Amarillo with Plainview’s population going from 2,829 in 1910 to only 3,989 in 1920.  

However, by 1930 there were 8,834 citizens living in the town, thereby making it one of 

the larger communities in the Texas Panhandle and South Plains regions. 63  

 Nevertheless, although the Plainview community was much smaller than 

Amarillo, its citizens were dealing with a number of issues that were normally connected 

to urbanization including an increase in criminal activity. In the 1920s, the Plainview 

Evening Herald regularly reported on the crimes being committed around the city such as 

murders, illegal gambling and in particular, those regarding bootleg liquor.  One article 

that was published by the newspaper stated that two young men had been arrested in 

downtown Plainview for carrying three gallons of corn liquor in their suitcases. Another 

piece contended that a whiskey still had been captured on a farm nine miles northeast of 

Plainview.  Therefore, the citizens of Plainview and Hale County were confronting many 

of the same problems as Amarillo and other expanding communities, and although it is 

not certain, these issues likely contributed to the Klan’s ability to establish a chapter in 

Plainview.  

                                                
63 United States Bureau of the Census, Abstract of the Fifteenth Census of the United States: 1930, 
(Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1933), p. 43;  United States Bureau of the 
Census, Abstract of the Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920, (Washington, D.C.: United States 
Government Printing Office, 1923), p. 61, 72.  
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 Plainview’s experiences with the Klan also were extremely similar to those of 

Amarillo and Potter County.  Much like the Amarillo Klan, the Plainview order 

repeatedly tried to utilize the local newspaper to garner support from the community and 

the secret organization also attempted to generate votes for a Klan’s candidate in both the 

1922 and 1924 elections. Klansmen of these two Panhandle chapters also seem to have 

been closely associated with one another. Nonetheless, they operated in two different 

communities and thus, the Plainview Klan appears to have been subjected to more public 

scrutiny than the Amarillo order.   

 However, the Plainview order was extremely similar to the Amarillo Klan and 

therefore it is not surprising that these Klansmen would also choose to hold a parade to 

introduce themselves to the community just as the Amarillo chapter had done three 

months prior.  The Plainview Klan initially made its first public appearance on March 27, 

1922, when the hooded order marched through the streets of Plainview.  Due to the fact 

that much of the Plainview Evening Herald’s 1922, 1923, and 1924 editions are missing, 

historians are forced to rely on accounts of other area newspapers for information 

regarding the Plainview Klan’s activities. One of the few articles describing the 

Plainview Klan’s first public appearance comes from the Lubbock Morning Avalanche.  

On March 31, 1922, the Avalanche reported that around ten o’clock on the previous 

Saturday evening, seventy-seven masked Klansmen paraded through the streets of 

Plainview. According to the newspaper, the men were wearing their traditional white 

Klan regalia as well as carrying a United States flag, and a large cross. These Klansmen 

were also said to have been holding a number of signs featuring inscriptions like, “We 
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Are 100 per cent American,” “Here Yesterday, Today and Forever,” “We Stand for the 

Law,” “Is Society Safe for Your Daughters?” and “Help Us Clean Up.”  Therefore, the 

local Klan’s parade was a great deal like that of Amarillo even though the Plainview 

Klan’s membership seems to have been much smaller than that of the Amarillo Klan at 

the time of the demonstration.  

 According to the newspaper, the Klansmen continued their march from Seventh to 

Broadway and then turned east toward Ninth and Ash where the parade ended. However, 

unlike the Amarillo Klan’s parade, that of the Plainview order did not end peacefully. 

The Avalanche asserted that as the Klansmen began returning to their vehicles, “several 

shots were fired and a fusillade of shots followed.”  The newspaper reported that no 

Klansmen or any others had been hurt and it was the Avalanche’s opinion that the 

incident was simply an attempt to frighten those that had gathered to watch the parade.64  

It is uncertain whether or not this was actually the reason for the gunfire but if so it seems 

to have been successful due to the fact that this parade seems to have been to the only 

instance during which the Plainview Klan appeared as a group in public.  

 Unlike Amarillo, historians have not had the benefit of uncovering membership 

rosters for the Plainview Klan and thus, the exact names of many the Plainview 

Klansmen remain unknown.  Nevertheless, scholars do know the names of the Exalted 

Cyclops (E.C.) for the Plainview chapter due the statewide roster that is present in the 

Amarillo Klan’s records.  The E.C. listed for the Plainview order was Walter C. Wright, 

who also happened to be the minister for the First Christian Church in Plainview, but 

                                                
64 “Seventy-Seven Ku Klux Klansmen Parade In Street of Plainview Last Saturday Evening Carrying 
Banners,” Lubbock Morning Avalanche, March 21, 1922.  
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what is known about Wright is only that which is present in the United States Census and 

various newspaper reports.  The Kligrapp for the Plainview chapter is also listed in the 

Amarillo Klan’s rosters as being a Mr. O.M. Russell but there is no one by that name 

listed in the Census for Hale County in either 1920 or 1930.  

 According to the Census, Wright was born in Georgia and eventually married and 

had three children.  He initially moved to Plainview from Dunklin County, Missouri, 

sometime between 1920 and 1922. Thus, he had not lived in Plainview very long before 

becoming the E.C. of the Plainview chapter and it is possible that Wright was also the 

person that brought the Klan to Plainview in the first place. Although Wright was a 

minister for the Christian Church, the Census shows that he was also a dry goods 

salesman at one time. This suggests that Wright may have possibly left the ministry for a 

time or that he had another occupation along with being a minister when the Census was 

taken in 1920.  Nevertheless, just as the Amarillo Klan’s E.C. only resided in that city for 

a short period of time, Wright did not live in Plainview long and he was living in 

Houston, Texas, by 1930.65   

 Although the Plainview Klan held its parade in March of 1922, not much is 

known of the secret order’s activities for the remainder of that year due to the absence of 

large sections of the local newspapers and what is available does not mention the 

                                                
65 Ku Klux Klan (Amarillo, TX) Record, “Statewide Roster,” Undated, Folder 1, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech 
University, Lubbock, TX; HeritageQuest, The Fourteenth Census of the United States: 1920, [database on-
line] 
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/dvimage/genealogy/stage/dvimage?filename=/heritage/vault/hqc31/T6
25/910/1/150A.tif&scale=2 (accessed on July 21, 2008); HeritageQuest, The Fifteenth Census of the United 
States, 1930, [database on-line] 
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/dvimage/genealogy/stage/dvimage?filename=/heritage/vault/hqc31/T6
25/910/1/150A.tif&scale=2 (accessed on July 21, 2008). 
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Plainview Klan.  However, there is evidence that many Plainview citizens did not receive 

the Klan’s presence in the city well.  Less that a month after the Plainview Klan made its 

first public appearance, the American Legion passed a number of resolutions against the 

Ku Klux Klan.  

  On April 7, 1922, the Lubbock Morning Avalanche reported that the American 

Legion had met the previous Wednesday night for the purpose of taking action against 

the Plainview Klan.  According to the article, more than 150 ex-service from the 

surrounding towns of Hale Center, Lockney, Kress and Tulia came together to pass 

several resolutions against the secret order.  The American Legion asserted of the Ku 

Klux Klan that:  

Such an organization is un-American in its aims and practices and that 
they hold the Klan as superior and above the American government, as 
shown by the fact that the flaring cross of the organization was displayed 
on the right of the American flag in their parade in Plainview Saturday 
night, disregarding the custom and the regulation, dear to all service men, 
that the flag of the United States shall always appear on the right as the 
emblem of the highest allegiance. 66 
 

 The Legionnaires then continued on to state that all those who had signed the 

resolutions, “hereto offer themselves collectively or individually to the Sheriff of Hale 

County as his deputies to prevent any unlawful violence by the Ku Klux Klan.”  The 

American Legion concluded their pledges by contending that they were against the use of 

masks because only criminals utilized these objects to perform illegal acts.67 

 However, it seems the American Legion’s pledges did nothing to keep the citizens 

of Hale County from voting for the Klan candidate in the 1922 mid term elections. As 
                                                
66 “American Legion Post at Plainview Pass Resolutions Opposing the Ku Klux Klan,” Lubbock Morning 

Avalanche, April 7, 1922.   
67  Ibid. 
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discussed in the previous chapter, the Democratic runoff primary for United States senate 

took place in August 1922 and Earle B. Mayfield, the Klan’s candidate, was running 

against James E. Ferguson.  Mayfield was eventually able to defeat Ferguson by a two to 

one majority in the Texas Panhandle region and this held true in Hale County.  According 

to the Amarillo Daily News, Mayfield received 1495 votes to Ferguson’s 725.  County 

citizens only continued to show support for the Klan’s candidate on Election Day.  On 

November 7, 1922, Mayfield won in Hale County with 423 votes to Peddy’s 202.  

Therefore, it is evident in reviewing these voting results that a large portion of the area’s 

population supported the hooded order.68  

 By 1923 the Plainview Klan was making regular appearances in area newspapers. 

In February, the Amarillo Daily News ran an article that announced that a man had been 

tarred and feathered in Plainview.  The piece stated that on January 31, a man by the 

name of George E. Bass had been left in the middle of downtown Plainview by a group 

of men that were said to be wearing white Klan garb.  According to the newspaper, “His 

back was bleeding according to the persons in a local drug store, into which Bess went by 

command of the mob…Adhering to the thick coat of tar on his body was a card bearing 

these words; ‘Work of the K.K.K.’” Therefore, it is obvious that the Plainview Klan, like 

the Amarillo order and other Texas Klan chapters, also participated in flogging citizens 

they believed to be committing illegal and immoral acts in order to exert control within 

their community.   

 The Daily News asserted that the man had been on trial that morning on the 
                                                
68 “Mayfield Swept Panhandle by 2 to 1 Majority,” Amarillo Daily News, August 17, 1922; “Mayfield 
Elected Over Peddy 2 to 1,” Dallas Morning News, November 8, 1922; “Mayfield is Leading Peddy in 
Plainview,” Dallas Morning News, November 8, 1922.  
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charge of assaulting a fourteen-year-old girl but at the instruction of the judge presiding 

over the case was not found guilty.  The judge, R. C. Joiner, later explained that he had 

not given these instructions because he did not think Bass was guilty, but instead it was 

due to the fact that Joiner did not think Bass could be convicted under the law.  The 

article went on to say that the crowd in the courtroom became extremely hostile after the 

not guilty verdict was rendered.   

 Following the trial, Bass was quickly whisked away to nearby Floydada where it 

was believed that the Klan later caught him.69  It is uncertain how the Plainview Evening 

Herald portrayed Bass’s flogging by the local Klan due to the absence of newspaper 

articles from that date, but it is likely their actions were not presented in a positive light 

since the editor of the Evening Herald, Jess M. Adams, regularly wrote editorials that 

portrayed the Klan as a negative aspect in society.  

 One such article appeared alongside an editorial that berated the Hale County 

court system for its failure to convict criminals.  The piece regarding the courts stated 

that, “when the courts fail to enforce the law [criminals] become a real menace to society, 

and leave down the bars to anarchists and mobs.”  This editorial appeared just one day 

after Bass was given a not guilty verdict, therefore Adams’ article could have possibly 

been in response to that case.  Adams went on to argue that it was due to the apathy of the 

Hale County court system that the Plainview Klan had formed and he then informed the 

public in another commentary that, “We have just about the same contempt for the Hale 

                                                
69 “Plainview Man is Given Coat of Tar,” Amarillo Daily News, February 1, 1923.  
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County jury as we have for the Ku Klux-one is about as bad as the other.”70 

 Another of Adams articles later suggested that the state government could 

possibly get rid of the hooded order if they made a law that forced all lodges and clubs to 

file the membership rosters with the county clerk on a regular basis.  Adams then claimed 

that, “The claws of the Klan would be cut if the identity of its members was made 

public.”  However, Adams then concluded the article by stating it was only a matter of 

time until the general public would know the identity of the Plainview Klansmen.71 

 However, not all of the negative opinions that were published in the Evening 

Herald belong to Adams. He also published articles from other area newspapers that 

expressed pessimistic attitudes toward the secret order. One such article from the Canyon 

News contended that it was the Klan who was responsible for all murders because, “The 

Klan by introducing the mask, which would have never been allowed the criminal 

element of the country, laid itself open to the liability of securing for membership the vast 

criminal class who was highly pleased for the opportunity of getting under cover.”72  The 

Canyon News had written the editorial in response to a murder that had occurred in 

Louisiana in which the Klan was a suspect.  

 On February 13, Adams published another editorial that displayed his adverse 

opinion of the secret organization but this time the Plainview Klan responded to his 

remarks.  In the piece, Adams berated three local pastors for taking part in what he 

contended was a Ku Klux “educational” lecture. Adams asserted that, “While we believe 

                                                
70 “What’s the Use?” Plainview Evening Herald, February 2, 1923; Untitled Editorial, Plainview Evening 
Herald, February 2, 1923.  
71 Untitled Editorial, Slaton Slatonite, January 20, 1923.  
72 “Press Comment,” Plainview Evening Herald, January 23, 1923.   
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in giving everyone liberty of thought and speech, and especially so to ministers of the 

gospel, our private opinion publicly expressed is that they did not do themselves nor their 

church influence any benefit by doing so.”  Adams then concluded the article by asserting 

that, “However, we know of nothing that needs to be opened and closed with prayer more 

than a Ku Klux meeting.”73 Therefore, it is evident from Adams’ article that Wright was 

not the only local minister who was associated with the Plainview Klan.  

 Prior to Adams publishing this piece, Raymond A. Mock, an Amarillo Klansman, 

along with the Plainview Klan had tried to obtain the use of a local auditorium for the 

purpose of holding a lecture on “education.”  However, the City Council did not allow 

them to use it. Therefore, as a response to both Adams’ editorial and the City Council’s 

denial per Mock’s request, a man by the name of T. J. Tilson wrote a letter to the 

Plainview Evening Herald accusing both Adams and the Plainview City Council of 

denying the Klan their freedom of speech. Adams then in turn published Tilson’s 

correspondence in the Evening Herald for the entire community to see.   

 In the letter, Tilson accused the City Council of having suppressed freedom of 

speech because they would not allow the Ku Klux Klan to utilize the auditorium for an 

educational lecture.  Tilson argued that Mock was under no obligation to inform either 

Adams or the City Council on what subject was to be lectured on and claimed that, “if he 

had stated that his lecture would be in the interest of the K.K.K, he knew full well…the 

mayor…would have refused him.”  Tilson then went on to assert that he had seen a copy 

of the principles and tenets of the Klan and they were as follows: 

“We stand for the tenets of the Christian religion,”…“We stand for white 
                                                
73 Untitled Editorial, Plainview Evening Herald, February 13, 1923.  
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supremacy,”…“We stand for the protection of pure womanhood,”…“We 
stand for the upholding of the Constitution and laws of the United States 
and the various states,”…“We stand for the perpetuation of free public 
schools,”…“We stand for the eternal separation of church and 
state,”…“We stand for the limitation of foreign immigration.” 74 

 

Tilson also stated that he did not understand how, “any American citizen and especially a 

Protestant,” could be against the Ku Klux Klan.  Nevertheless, Tilson claimed that he was 

not a member of the secret organization. 

 Although Tilson concluded his article by contending that he was not a member of 

the secret order, it is very likely he was due to the fact that he had seen a “copy” of the 

principles and tenets of the Klan, which were documents that traditionally only Klan 

leaders were able to view.  Therefore, just as the Amarillo Klan routinely sent to “letters” 

to the Amarillo Daily News to try to generate public support for the hooded order, the 

Plainview Klan attempted to use the Evening Herald in the same way. However, Adams 

also printed another editorial that same day, which once again demonstrated his adverse 

opinion of the Klan and their activities.  The editor stated that, “Day by day…. it would 

be best if no more Klan speakers are brought here.” 75 

 Four days later Adams’ printed his response to Tilson’s letter and rebuked Tilson 

for his position regarding the secret order.  The title of Adams’ article was, “Tilson Dons 

The Bed-Sheet,” and throughout the piece Adams not only contended that Tilson was a 

Klansmen but criticized the Klan as well. Adams began the article by stating that he 

could not believe that Tilson was a member of an organization that, “refuses to divulge its 

                                                
74 “Tilson Endorses Ku Klux Klan,” Plainview Evening Herald, February 16, 1923;  Untitled Editorial, 

Plainview Evening Herald, February 16, 1923.  
75  Ibid.  
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membership, is presided over by an ‘imperial wizard’…whose members go under cover 

at night clothed in bed-sheets and pillow cases…to punish or intimidate people.”  Adams 

continued on to say that even though the editor did stand for many of the same principles 

as the Ku Klux Klan, he felt no need to, “join an oath-bound secret organization.”  

Adams then asserted that he stood for, “public schools, for separation of church and state, 

and against the supremacy of foreigners,” but he did not feel any of these things were 

being threatened and instead only that the Klan was using them to, “mislead the simple.”   

 Therefore, although Tilson and the Klan were no doubt writing the letter in an 

attempt to employ the newspaper to generate support for the secret order, Adams was 

using Tilson’s letter as an opportunity to speak adversely of the organization.  And 

Adams only continued to speak disapprovingly of the Klan for the remainder of his 

article. Adams went on to state that, “The Klan is inherently evil,” and that there was no 

need for a Klan chapter in Plainview.  Adams argued that the town did not need a Klan 

organization due to the fact that:  

There are but few negroes and Mexicans here and the courts can handle 
any trouble they get into; there is but a handful of Catholics, and they are 
certainly not a menace to the community; there but few criminals and if 
the good citizens will do their duty as jurors they will be put where they 
can’t do any devilment, or be forced to leave the country. 76 

 

Adams concluded his article by poking fun at Tilson, and stated that, “If ever the Captain 

does join the Klan and array himself in a long white bed sheet and a pillow case, it would 

be a sight fit to make the gods snigger.” 77 

 However, Tilson was not the only person that attempted to utilize the Evening 
                                                
76 “Tilson Dons the Bed-Sheet,” Plainview Evening Herald, February 20, 1923.  
77  Ibid.  
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Herald as a venue to garner support for the Klan.  On the same day that Adams published 

his rebuttal to Tilson’s letter, he also featured another article that the Klan had requested 

be given to Adams for the purpose of being published.  Therefore, the Plainview Klan 

was making yet another attempt to employ the Evening Herald to try to gain influence in 

the community. 

 Before printing the article, Adams wrote an introduction that appeared just above 

the letter and in it Adams’ explained that the article was a speech that had been delivered 

by a Plainview Klansman at one of the Klan’s initiation ceremonies and had been given 

to Adams for the purpose that it be published.  Adams further stated that Mr. O.Z. 

Gulledge had handed the speech to him, and he was printing it to be fair to all concerned. 

It is unknown whether Gulledge was a Klansman himself but it is evident that he had a 

close association to the hooded order.  The name of the Klansman who wrote the speech 

is also unknown due to the fact that Gulledge refused to tell Adams any information 

about the Klansman or about the initiation.  

 In the speech, the Klansman asserted that he had just been inducted into the 

Plainview Klan and desired to speak to those present about the reasons why he joined the 

hooded order.  The Klansman contended that, “Time will not permit me now to mention 

all of the things that have contributed to bring me to this decision,” so instead he only 

gave eight reasons for having become a Klansman.  He argued that the reasons he joined 

the order were first because he believed he would be a part of, “any cause that can 

marshal a force of more than two million men, full-blooded, native-born, white 

Protestant, American citizens under its banners within a few short years.”  The second 
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and third reasons he enlisted in the Klan were due to the fact that although there had been 

numerous federal investigations into their activities, the federal government had not once 

proved that the Klan had been involved in anything illegal.   

 The fourth reason the Klansman enrolled in the secret organization was that he 

was from Georgia and that state had chartered the Ku Klux Klan under state law. Thus, 

he asserted that, “[He] knew that [Georgia] would not charter a secret order or band of 

men to practice lawlessness.” As previously mentioned, it is unknown exactly who this 

Klansman was but it could have possibly been Wright due to the fact that he was from 

Georgia and the speaker repeatedly utilized religious imagery to convey many of his 

points.  However, historians cannot be entirely certain due to the lack of primary 

evidence.  

 The fifth reason the Klansman gave for joining the secret order was the he 

believed in the position the Klan held in regards to Catholicism. He stated that 

“Romanism” had destroyed all of the nations of Europe and threatened the free 

institutions of the United States as well. The Klansmen then continued on to say that the 

Ku Klux Klan was the “ONLY 100 percent American organization,” and held an, 

“unqualified allegiance to the constitutional government of the Union,” thereby 

contending these were the sixth and seventh reason he had enlisted in the hooded order.  

Finally, the Klansman concluded by stating that the eighth reason he had joined the Klan 

was due to their support for free public schooling.78   

 In light of the fact that the Klansman sent a printed copy of his speech and his 

motives for joining the hooded order with the hopes that they be published in the Evening 
                                                
78 “Defends Klan Principles,” Plainview Evening Herald, February 23, 1923.  
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Herald, it is obvious that the Klansman was trying to use the newspaper to garner public 

support for the secret organization. Although he does establish that these reasons were 

only his, it is evident that he was nonetheless trying to argue a case for supporting the 

both the Plainview and national Klan. However, this was not the last time that a 

Plainview citizen would publicly acknowledge their support for the secret organization.  

 Four days after the Klansman’s speech and Adam’s rebuttal to Tilson were 

published, the Evening Herald printed yet another letter that had been written by Tilson.  

In the article, Tilson contended once again that Adams and his newspaper were against 

the Ku Klux Klan and their freedom of speech.  However, he then asserted that a Klan 

speaker was able to pack the Hale County courthouse even though the City Council had 

denied the secret organization the use of their auditorium.  Tilson asserted that: 

It is pleasing and encouraging to know that the court house was packed 
from top to bottom with intelligent and interested men and women, 
including three pastors of the three leading churches of Plainview…and 
pronounced it an able, patriotic, timely and Christian lecture, entirely 
dissipating the foolish prejudices and notions which many had formed of 
the Klan. 
 

Thus, it is evident that the Plainview Klan was doing everything possible to generate 

support from the community and it seems that several citizens were curious at the very 

least to know about the principles of the secret order.   

 Tilson went on to argue that many of Adams’ assumptions regarding the Klan 

including Adams’s argument that the Ku Klux Klan was a criminal organization, were 

inaccurate. Tilson then continued his letter by accusing Adams of being contradictory in 

his expressions toward the Klan.  He contended that even though Adams regularly 

proclaimed himself to be an adversary of the secret order, Adams, “tore [his] shirt all 
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off,” trying to help Earle B. Mayfield, the Klan’s candidate in the 1922 United State 

Senate race, get elected and the presented Adams with the question, “Doesn’t this 

contradict your sincerity of the criminal charges you have made against the Klan?” 

Nonetheless, Tilson concluded his letter by stating that he had the very highest regard for 

Adams and the Evening Herald even though he did not agree with prejudices toward the 

Klan.79 

 Although Tilson spent his entire letter defending the Klan against Adams’s 

accusations, he again asserted that he was not a Klansman himself.  He wrote to Adams 

that, “You start out by saying that Tilson has donned the bed sheet, when I stated as 

plainly as it was possible, that I did not belong to the Klan, and I will further state that I 

never expect to belong to the Klan…or any other secret organization.” However, Tilson’s 

was most likely a part of the hooded order despite his claims.  

 Adams published another rebuttal to Tilson’s remarks three days later, and thus, 

Tilson and Adams’s feuding over the Ku Klux Klan issue continued into the next month. 

On March 2, Adams accused the secret order of being sympathizers to criminals and, 

that, “they have by some influence and some mysterious manner delayed a grand jury 

from returning indictments and thus slowed down the operations of the court.”  

According to Adams, one Klansmen had asked to go before the court to speak in favor of 

the Klan and when the courts complied, he spoke in favor the Klan for over an hour in 

front of county officials.  However, Adams asserted that when local law enforcement 

asked the Plainview Klan for help in gathering evidence against certain defendants, the 

                                                
79 “Tilson Scores Editor News,” Plainview Evening Herald, February 27, 1923.  
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secret order explained that they could not do so because they empathized with the 

accused. Adams also argued that Klansmen had repeatedly used their positions as jurors 

to protect criminals and urged known bootleggers to join the organization.  He then went 

on to repeat the reasons why he did not support the Klan including the fact they operated 

in secrecy, and explained that the main reason Tilson supported the Klan was because he 

“violently” opposed the Catholic church.  Adams finally concluded his editorial 

commentary by stating that, “Doubtless, the readers of the [Herald] are growing weary of 

this discussion, and we promise to bring the whole matter to a close.80 

 It is uncertain whether or not Tilson or any other Klansman ever wrote a response 

to this editorial, due to the fact that few sections of the Evening Herald exist after that 

date. However, the segments that are present do not show any evidence that the Klan ever 

again attempted to employ the Evening Herald to try to generate public support for the 

hooded order or that the Plainview Klan ever appeared together again in public.    

 It is evident that the Plainview Klansmen themselves remained active in the 

months following Adams’s and Tilson’s dispute.  In June of 1923, the Ku Klux Klan held 

another public initiation near Ralls, which is a town located northeast of Lubbock, and it 

was reported by the Amarillo Daily News that a number of Plainview Klansmen were 

present.  Therefore, the members of the Plainview order continued to participate in Klan 

activities even if the Plainview Klan ceased to make any more public appearances 

together.81  

 It is also certain that Plainview’s E.C. remained particularly active in the Klan 

                                                
80 “Klan Friendly to Criminals,” Plainview Evening Herald, March 2, 1923.  
81 “Ku Klux Stage Big Initiation Near Estacado,” Amarillo Daily News, June 17, 1923.  
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especially in regards to Texas politics.  As previously stated, Reverend Wright wrote a 

letter to the Amarillo Daily News in August 1924 in which he announced that he was 

supporting Judge Felix D. Robertson, the Klan’s candidate, for governor in the state’s 

runoff primary.   Wright titled his article, “Prejudice v. Patriotism,” and throughout the 

letter, Wright asserted that he supports Robertson because he cannot be in favor of Jim 

Ferguson, who he believed to be among the worst elements of society. 

 Wright contended in his letter that, “The present gubernatorial race is purely a 

battle between intolerant prejudice and honest patriotism,” and argued that, “Every vote 

for ‘Fergusonism’ on August 23, aside from the 125,000 brewery, bootlegger, boozer and 

bum votes that Jim carries in his hip pocket, will be a vote of hate, intolerance, spite and 

prejudice.”  Wright also accused a number of Democrats who had previously voted 

against Ferguson in the 1920 presidential primaries of, “playing the Judas Iscariot, 

kissing sound Democratic principles and good government good bye, and betraying the 

State of Texas into the hands of the enemies.” However, Wright never made any 

statements regarding the Klan and therefore, much like the editors of the Amarillo Daily 

News, Wright tried to garner votes for the Klan’s candidate even though he did not 

overtly mention the Klan. It is unknown whether or not Wright sent this same letter to the 

Evening Herald but if he had, Adams would not have likely presented it in a positive 

manner.82 

 Like Wright, Tilson also did his best to see to it that Robertson would be elected 

in 1924.  On August 15, the Hale Center American announced that Tilson would be 

                                                
82 “Rev. Wright of Plainview Raps Record of Ferguson and Backs F.D. Robertson,” Plainview Evening 

Herald, August 10, 1924.  
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speaking at various surrounding communities to attempt to generate support for 

Robertson.  These towns included Hale Center, Bellview, Floydada, Lockney, Kress and 

Tulia.  The article also asserted that there would be a rally held for Robertson in 

Plainview the next day.83  It is unknown whether the Klan sponsored this rally but it is 

likely that many of its members took part in it.  

 However, Robertson eventually lost the statewide primary election and Ferguson 

was chosen to be the Democratic candidate for governor. The race in Hale County was 

close with Butte receiving a slight majority of 451 votes over Ferguson’s 329.  Although 

the Klan’s candidate won the election in Hale County, it is evident in reviewing these 

results that the anti-Klan sentiment in the county was strong and the Plainview Klan was 

not able to garner support to the extent that the Amarillo order was.  Nevertheless, even 

though the Klan candidate was able to generate a majority vote in Hale County, he was 

not able to do so in the remainder of the state and thus, “Ma” Ferguson was elected to the 

governorship.84 

 As discussed in the previous chapter the Texas Klan’s power quickly diminished 

in the months following the 1924 elections, and the Plainview Klan proved to be no 

different. After 1924, the Plainview Klan seems to have disappeared out of the public eye 

due to the fact that there were no further mentions of the secret order in the area press. 

And thus it is likely that its membership rapidly dispersed as well, just as that of the 

Amarillo Klan did.  

 However, there is evidence that at least one Plainview Klansman remained active 
                                                
83 “Speaking at Plainview, Other Announcements,” Hale Center American, August 15, 1924.  
84 “Panhandle Voters Give Butte Nearly Two-One Majority Over Ferguson,” Amarillo Daily News, 
November 5, 1924.  
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in the secret order after 1924. In 1926, Walter C. Wright, Plainview’s E.C., wrote a 

pamphlet titled, Religious and Patriotic Ideals of the Ku Klux Klan, in attempt to convey 

the principles of the Ku Klux Klan to the public. Wright claimed in the booklet that he 

had chosen to write this “exposition” of the “principles, purposes and practices,” of the 

secret order because he felt that Klansmen themselves needed to be educated on the 

ideals of the Klan and due to the fact that he felt, “the public [needed] to be correctly 

informed as to what the Klan [was], what it [stood] for, and what is [sought] to do.” He 

continued on to state that the Klan was founded on two groups of principles. The first 

were those of Protestant Christianity, and the second were of Patriotic Americanism.85 

Thus, Wright’s entire pamphlet was devoted to aligning the beliefs of the Klan with those 

of Christianity and with patriotism.  

 Wright asserted that the secret order had designated Jesus Christ as their “criterion 

for character,” and the twelfth chapter of Romans was their “Law of Life.”  And although 

he took a large part of his booklet to discuss the Christian character of the Klan and their 

laws, the majority of his work was devoted to the Klan’s beliefs.  Wright contended that 

the Klan believed it is was their duty to defend the home, free public schooling, native 

and naturalized citizenship, and the United States Constitution.  Wright also argued that 

the Klan believed in the “science of good government,” but was not concerned with Party 

politics and this statement regarding the Klan’s position on Party politics could explain 

why Texas Klansmen held no qualms about switching from the Democratic to 

Republican Party in both the 1922 and 1924 elections.  

                                                
85 Wright, W.C., Religious and Patriotic Ideals of the Ku Klux Klan, (Waco, TX: Grove Printing, 1926), p. 
1. 
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 Many of the principles that Wright discussed were also those that were professed 

by Tilson in his letters to the Plainview Evening Herald, especially the Klan’s beliefs 

regarding prohibition and the support of local law enforcement.  Wright went on to say 

that the Klan stood for, “absolute sobriety and the strict enforcement of the prohibition 

law,” and that the secret order was at all times ready to, “aid officers in every possible 

way to enforce the law.” Wright also claimed that the Klan was not against the Jewish or 

Catholic religion as many had been led to believe and then contended that the Klansmen 

were not against blacks but instead were their best friends.  He again reiterated these 

arguments regarding Jews, Catholics, and blacks in his conclusion, asserting that the Klan 

had no problems with any of these groups.86   

 It is uncertain whether Wright ever espoused the Klan’s ideals from his pulpit but 

it is possible that he did if he took the initiative to write a pamphlet in favor of the secret 

organization.  Nevertheless, Wright’s booklet is the only evidence that any Plainview 

Klansmen remained active in the hooded order after the Klan was defeated in the 1924 

gubernatorial election and thus it seems that the Plainview Klan rapidly dissolved in the 

months that followed.   

 Although Plainview was much smaller than the Amarillo community, it is obvious 

that each of these Klan chapters participated in many of the same activities. Much like the 

Amarillo Klan, the Plainview Klan utilized the local newspaper and took part in state 

politics in order to generate public support for the Ku Klux Klan and its candidates. 

Nevertheless, unlike the Amarillo Klan, the Plainview organization was subject to much 

more scrutiny from area citizens including the Evening Herald but even in spite of this, 
                                                
86 Ibid., 37-52.  
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the Plainview Klan was still able to generate significant backing for the order to elect the 

Texas Klan’s candidates in both the 1922 and 1924 elections.  However, the Klan’s 

candidate lost in the 1924 gubernatorial race, and as a result sealed the fate of all of the 

Texas Klans including the Plainview chapter.  
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Chapter V 

Christian Klansmen in Lubbock County 

 Around the same time the Plainview Klan made its first public appearance, the 

Slaton Klan became the first Klan chapter to emerge in Lubbock County, with another 

chapter being organized just months later in the county seat of Lubbock.  Between 1910 

and 1920, Lubbock County’s population went from 3,624 in 1910 to 11,096 in 1920. 

These numbers only continued to climb throughout the 1920s and by 1930 there were 

39,104 citizens living in the county.87 However, Slaton did not experience the same rate 

of growth as the town of Lubbock.  While Lubbock’s population increased significantly 

from 4,051 in 1920 to 20,520 in 1930, Slaton’s went from a mere 1,525 in 1920 to just 

3,876 in 1930.88   Nevertheless, in view of the fact that these were the two largest 

communities in the county and due to their close proximity to one another, it should 

come as no surprise that the citizens of each area were in constant contact with one 

another and as a result, their experiences with the Ku Klux Klan were somewhat similar 

in that each Klan chapter regularly employed local ministers and churches to try to garner 

support from their communities.   

 In the early 1920s, instances of criminal activity including murder, armed 

robbery, gambling and most of all bootlegging liquor dominated Lubbock County 

newspapers much like it did those of Amarillo and Plainview.  Although the city of 

Lubbock outlawed alcohol sales and consumption in 1910, city and county law 

                                                
87 Bureau of the Census,  “Total Population by County,” Abstract of the Fifteenth Census of the United 
Status: 1930, (Washington, D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1933), p. 71-72.  
88Bureau of the Census, “Total Population by City,” Abstract of the Fifteenth Census of the United Status: 
1930, (Washington, D. C.: United Status Government Printing Office, 1933), p. 43, 49.  
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enforcement officials began targeting violators of prohibition laws with renewed strength 

after the Volstead Act was passed in 1918.89  However, these officers were never able to 

completely rid the county of all criminal activity and thus, this likely had an influence on 

the Klan’s ability to establish chapters in the two communities.  

 Unlike the Amarillo and Plainview orders, the Lubbock and Slaton Klan orders 

largely focused their energies on espousing the Klan’s ideology from the pulpits of their 

local churches.  However, even though the Slaton and Lubbock Klan chapters differed 

from other area Klans in this respect, a number of other state and national Klans 

employed various Protestant churches and their ministers to publicize the secret order’s 

religiosity and garner support from the righteous community.  According to Alexander, 

thousands of Protestant ministers were members in the Invisible Empire and church 

visitation was, “the most familiar device Klansmen used to demonstrate their devotion to 

Protestantism.”  He also contends that, “A rather popular procedure followed by 

southwestern Klansmen…[was] an unannounced appearance by Knights in full regalia.”  

Alexander stated that these Klansmen would march to the front of the church and 

interrupt the local minister to give him an envelope full of money.90  And both the 

Lubbock and Slaton Klans regularly participated in these activities in order to garner 

influence from their local communities.  

 As previously stated, the Slaton Klan became the first known Klan chapter in 

Lubbock County about the same time the Plainview Klan made its first public 

appearance.  On the evening of June 4, 1922, eight Klansmen entered a cooperative 
                                                
89 Graves, Lawrence L., Ed., A History of Lubbock, (Lubbock: West Texas Museam Association, 1963), p.  
164-167.  
90 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 87.  
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revival being held at the Methodist Church of Slaton for both the Methodist and Baptist 

congregations. The local newspaper, The Slaton Slatonite, reported that the Klansmen 

wearing their traditional Klan regalia entered the church and interrupted the sermon of 

Reverend John P. Hardesty, who was the Baptist minister at the time, in order to give him 

a letter containing one hundred and ten dollars.   

 Although Hardesty no doubt immediately read the letter to those present, all of 

Lubbock County soon knew the contents of the Klan’s correspondence because three 

days later the Lubbock Morning Avalanche ran a copy of the letter for all its readers to 

see.  The letter proclaimed that the Slaton Klan had recently been organized and 

instructed that the money should be equally divided between the two churches.  The 

secret order thus informed those reading the letter of their purpose to protect 

“righteousness” and uphold the law.  The Klan went on to explain to the church 

membership that, “Your cause and our cause are one,” and that the local Klan chapter 

was “a very large membership composed of worthy, tried and true citizens of Slaton 

and…their motto [was] ‘Duty without fear and without reproach.” 91  Thus, since its 

inception the Slaton Klan employed the local churches to try to gain influence within 

their community and the order continued to do so throughout their tenure.  

 Klan chapters statewide regularly participated in these types of activities in order 

to publicly display their loyalty to both the local churches and God and to try to gain 

influence within their communities.  Alexander asserts that, “the most familiar device 

Klansmen used to demonstrate their devotion to Protestantism was the church visitation, 
                                                
91 “Ku Klux Klan Send Representatives to Church in Slaton and Contribute Neat Sum to the Church-Public 
Letter,” Lubbock Morning Avalanche, June 9, 1922; “Ku Klux Klan Was Made Known Here Last Sunday 
Night,” Slaton Slatonite,  June 16, 1922.   
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which served remarkably well to publicize the order’s religiosity.”  However, the hooded 

order did not select these churches at random.  The congregations normally visited by the 

Klan were those in which their minister was a Klansmen himself and according to 

Alexander, “thousands of Protestant ministers took citizenship in the Invisible Empire.”92  

And the Slaton Klan appears to have been no different in this instance.  According to the 

Amarillo Klan records, Reverend Hardesty was the Slaton Klan’s kligrap, or chapter 

secretary. Therefore, it is not surprising that the secret order would have interrupted his 

sermon to announce their presence to the community and that Hardesty regularly made 

use of his pulpit to espouse the Klan’s principles.93 

 Within a week of the Slaton Klan entering the Methodist Church, the Avalanche 

ran an article announcing that Rev. Hardesty had been asked to preach at the Methodist 

Church in nearby Lubbock that following Sunday. The piece explained that Hardesty had 

been asked by one hundred and fifty Lubbock citizens to come to speak in the city and he 

had accepted. The newspaper announced that Hardesty was to preach on, “Ku Klux 

Klanism and its relationship to the scriptures and good citizenship.”94  The following 

week, the Slatonite reported on Hardesty’s address.  According to the Slatonite, many 

people attended the meeting because of their curiosity as to what the secret organization 

stood for. In particular, Lubbock’s citizens were primarily concerned with the question of 

why Klansmen wore hoods and when presented with that query Hardesty simply replied 

that it was because, “They don’t want anyone to know who they are.”   

                                                
92 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 87.  
93 Ku Klux Klan Records (Amarillo, TX), 1921-1925, “Statewide Membership Roster”, Folder 1, 
Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX. 
94 “Slaton Preacher is Requested to Speak on Klanism Sunday,”  Lubbock Morning Avalanche, June 16, 
1922.  
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 However, this was not the entire focus of Hardesty’s sermon.  The majority of 

Reverend Hardesty’s speech was devoted to the long fight that had gone on between the 

Protestants and Catholics, and he repeatedly attacked various Dallas newspapers for 

supporting the Jewish and Catholic organizations of that city while neglecting the Ku 

Klux Klan.   The Slatonite also asserted that, “Reverend Hardesty stood erect for what he 

thought was right, and in the outset granted all his hearers the privilege to possess their 

own opinions regarding the Klan.”  The newspaper article then concluded by stating that 

Hardesty’s sermon was favorably received by all present.95   

 This was not the case.  The same day the Slatonite printed the article describing 

the speech given by Hardesty, the front page of the newspaper announced that Hardesty 

had received a “Blackhand” Letter from a group of disgruntled citizens of both Slaton 

and Lubbock.  The letter stated that those who had written it had attended his sermons in 

Slaton as well as the meeting in Lubbock, and reprimanded him for being, “too much 

K.K.K. and [talking] too much about other denominations.”  The group ended their 

correspondence with the threat that if Hardesty did not leave the county within ten days 

he would, “go feet first.”  The letter was then signed with a skull and cross bones. 

 Even though the letter was obviously meant to strike fear in Hardesty, it actually 

had the adverse affect.  Hardesty immediately responded to his enemies by announcing 

that he would make a public reply to the letter from his pulpit the following Sunday and 

encouraged everyone to attend.96   Thus, within the week the Slaton Klan’s kligrap was 

again using his church as a venue to assert the principles of the secret order. During his 

                                                
95 “Rev. Jno. P. Hardesty Preached on Ku Klux Klan at Lubbock,”  Slaton Slatonite, July 7, 1922.   
96 “Rev. Jno. P. Hardesty Has Received ‘Blackhand’ Letter,”  Slaton Slatonite, July 7, 1922.  
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sermon Hardesty had a stenographer from the Pacific and Santa Fe Railroad Company 

record everything he said and on July 14, 1922 the Slatonite printed the entire sermon.  

The Slatonite claimed that they published the letter because their office had received a 

number of requests for Hardesty’s reply to the letter.  According to the piece, more than 

one thousand people heard Reverend Hardesty speak.  Although this number is highly 

suspect, if that many people did attend his sermon it was most likely out of curiosity 

rather than to support the Klan.   

 Reverend Hardesty began his speech in a somewhat traditional manner and 

opened with several biblical scriptures.  However, the focus of his sermon from the Bible 

quickly diverted and he began addressing the threats he had received.  Hardesty 

explained that during the revival the only denomination he had spoken adversely of were 

the Catholics and thus he felt that the authors of the letter were referring to his comments 

about that particular church.  As a result, the remainder of the sermon was devoted to 

accusing not only Catholics of being un-American because they did not believe in the 

separation of church and state, but was also dedicated to condemning the authors of the 

letter for not being 100 per cent American, one of the Klan’s basic principles.  Thus, even 

though Hardesty only touched on the Klan briefly in his sermon, he nonetheless utilized 

his pulpit to continue espousing the secret order’s ideology.   

 Hardesty claimed the reason these authors sent this threatening letter to him 

instead of another minister was due to his firm stance against the “evil” element of the 

Slaton community.  He contended that although members of the town thought Catholics 

wrote the letter, he did not believe it.  He argued that is was the rapists, flappers, 
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bootleggers, gamblers, vagrants, burglars and automobile thieves who hated the position 

he was taken against the immoral and illegal elements of the community. Hardesty also 

repeatedly asserted that he was one hundred percent American and as such he defended 

the principles of the United States constitution.97  It was these principles, along with 

numerous elitist attitudes that dominated the Klan’s ideology.  Thus, Hardesty, like other 

ministers who joined the Klan, consistently utilized his position in the pulpit promote the 

Klan’s ideology if not the secret order itself.   

 Much like the Plainview Klan, very little is known about the Slaton Klan’s 

membership except for what is present in the Amarillo Klan’s state roster.  According to 

those Amarillo records, the Exalted Cyclops was Roy A. Baldwin, and as previously 

mentioned, the Kligrap was Hardesty.  However, unlike the leaders of the Plainview and 

Amarillo Klans, both Hardesty and Baldwin regularly appeared in the local press. 

Therefore, more is known about their activities.98  

 Due to the fact that Baldwin was local attorney and was eventually elected as the 

state representative for the Texas legislature’s 119th district, it is not surprising that he 

would enjoy such a powerful position in Slaton Klan no. 226.   Baldwin was originally 

elected to the state legislature in order to succeed W.H. Bledsoe of Lubbock, who left to 

take a position as a state senator.  Baldwin was then reelected to the state legislature the 

following year and thus he had served a full term before he began his campaign in 1922.   

Throughout 1922 Baldwin placed a number of campaign advertisements in the Slatonite 

                                                
97 “Estimated That More Than 1,000 People Heard Rev. Hardesty Preach On Last Sunday Night,”   Slaton 
Slatonite,  July 14, 1922.  
98 KKK Records (Amarillo, TX), “Membership in Good Standing as of December 31, 1923,” Folder No. 1.; 
KKK Records, “Membership in Good Standing as of May 5, 1924,” Fólder No. 1.   
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advocating his reelection.  And in November of that year Baldwin was reelected by a 

substantial majority vote.      

 However, it is unclear as to whether or not the citizens of Slaton or Lubbock 

knew of Baldwin’s affiliation with the secret organization because even though Baldwin 

placed regular advertisements in the Slatonite, none of those ads ever made any mention 

of the Klan issue.  On June 28, 1922, the Slatonite wrote a two-page article in which 

Baldwin stated his position on several issues including prohibition, women’s suffrage, 

farming, and law enforcement among others, but made no reference to the Klan.  His 

decision to ignore the Klan issue was likely due to the fact that the Ku Klux Klan had 

become a divisive issue across the state and to take one side or the other could have 

possibly caused his defeat.99   

 Reverend Hardesty, on the other hand, held no qualms about utilizing his position 

in the community to try to gain support for the public order.  As the reader can see, 

Hardesty regularly spoke in favor of the order in public and he routinely did so from his 

church pulpit.  However, it seems that Hardesty never openly admitted to being a part of 

the Slaton Klan but only contended that he believed in their stances against illegal 

activities such as bootlegging liquor and what some then and now consider the immoral 

act of consuming that liquor.  Nevertheless, it seems the Klan ideal espoused most by 

Hardesty was its adverse opinion of the Catholic Church and it appears that the Klan’s 

popularity in Slaton was primarily due to the presence of a large Catholic population that 

inhabited the region, German Catholics in particular. According to one local citizen, a 

number of Germans had migrated from south and southeastern Texas to have the ability 
                                                
99 “ R. A. Baldwin,”  Slaton Slatonite, June 28, 1922.  
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to farm their own land, but the white Protestant community did not take kindly to any 

foreign or Catholic presence.  

 Stinson Behlen recalled that when he was a child in Slaton there were around 

three hundred German families in the area including his own and he asserts that the Klan 

made frequent threats against the German community. According to Behlen, members of 

the secret order once confronted his father on his way home from an area market and he 

contends that two Klansmen told his father that Germans did not belong in that part of the 

country. In response, Behlen’s father lashed at the hooded men with his buggy whip. This 

instance shows that even though the Klan had a large following, at least one German 

citizen did not fear them.100   

 However, a local German Catholic priest did not have the fortune to receive only 

threats from the Slaton Klan.  Father J. M. Keller, the first German Catholic priest in 

Slaton, was actually, “tarred and feathered, and run out of town.”  Although the Slaton 

Klan’s appearance at the Methodist church in June 1922 was supposedly the first in 

Lubbock County, Father Keller’s beating occurred in March. Therefore, even though the 

Klan did not publicly announce its presence to the community until the summer, it was 

evident from Keller’s flogging that the Klan had organized in Slaton in the early months 

1922.  

 According to local newspaper reports, On Saturday, March 4, 1922, a group of 

angry men kidnapped Reverend Father J. M. Keller of Slaton’s St. Joseph’s Parish and 

dragged him outside of town where they whipped, tarred and feathered him.  Just days 
                                                
100  Stinson Behlen Oral interview, Interviewed by James Seuseney, Tape Recording, October 28, 1958, 

Southwest Collection/Special Collection Library, TTU.   
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afterwards the Slatonite published a “statement of facts” which described the events that 

caused the eventually whipping of Father Keller.  The leaders claimed they had taken this 

“statement of facts,” around to a number of local church congregations in Slaton, both 

Catholic and Protestant, and that many of Slaton’s leading citizens had signed it to 

express their support. The article stated that Father Keller was taken from his home 

around 8:30 by a group of masked men. The men then took him only a short distance 

outside of town where they whipped him before giving him a coat of tar and feathers.  

The posse then informed Father Keller that he had until noon the following day to leave 

Slaton or, “what he had received would be only a breakfast spell to what would be done 

to him if he did not go and remain away.”  The priest immediately complied with their 

orders and left the following morning for Amarillo.  

 The article went on to say that the reasoning for the actions that were taken 

against the priest stemmed from problems he was having with his own congregation.  

The priest had recently applied for United States citizenship in an Amarillo federal court 

but had been denied after members of his own church had appeared against him.  The 

“Statement of Facts,” also claimed that Father Keller’s original citizenship papers had 

been revoked by the court as well.  It asserted that his own congregation had 

continuously made efforts to force him to leave his position at St. Joseph’s Parish, but the 

priest would not comply.  Thus, the Slaton Klan attacked Keller due to the fact that he 

was both a citizen of a foreign country and involved in activities that were not socially 

acceptable. 101   

                                                
101 “Statement of Facts Concerning the Whipping of Catholic Priest in Slaton Last Sat. Night by Masked 

Men,”  The Slaton Slatonite,  March 10, 1922.  
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 In light of this incident, it is evident that the Slaton Klan was not entirely different 

from the secret orders in Amarillo and Plainview due to the fact that a year after Father 

Keller was tarred and feathered both of the local orders also flogged citizens of their 

communities. The Slaton Klan is also similar to the Amarillo Klan, in regards to how 

each local chapter was able to utilize local newspapers to either justify the Klan’s actions 

against immoral citizens or assert their innocence in the matter.  

 Within a week of Father Keller’s attack, several area newspapers had reported on 

the incident and the Slatonite republished several editorials from other papers that 

presented favorable opinions of the incident including both the Avalanche and the 

Lamesa Reporter.   Each of the articles printed expressed the opinion that the Catholic 

priest deserved all he had received and that even members from his own parish were 

involved in the incident.  The Lamesa Reporter added that the Ku Klux did not have any 

part in the priest’s tar and feathering and presented a different version of the facts than 

what the Slatonite or the Avalanche had reported regarding the incident.  The Reporter 

contended that the charge against Father Keller was that when he applied for citizenship 

with the United States government, he also sent his name to the German government for 

enlistment during World War I and as a result local citizens declared him to be pro-

German. The newspaper went on to add that the priest had “ruined” a seventeen-year-old 

girl.102   However, due to the fact that neither of these reasons was given in the 

“Statement of Facts” published earlier by the Slatonite, they are most likely fabricated 

rumors rather than actual truths.  

                                                
102 “What the Avalanche Thinks About the Tar and Feather Party,”  The Slaton Slatonite, March 17, 1922;  
“Lamesa Paper Says Rev. Keller Gets Tar and Feathers at Slaton,”  The Slaton Slatonite, March 17, 1922.  
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 Since the Ku Klux Klan did not officially present themselves to the public in 

Slaton until that summer, there is some speculation as to whether or not the Klan was 

actually responsible for the incident. Both the Slatonite and the Lamesa Reporter asserted 

that the Klan was not involved in Father Keller’s whipping and Elbert Gumm, a local 

farmer, believed the Klan was not responsible for the episode.   

 On the other hand, a number of other Germans, including Behlen, had no doubt 

that the secret order was responsible and the list of those who signed the “Statement of 

Facts,” presents evidence that suggests the Klan was at the very least involved in the 

flogging if not entirely responsible.  Out of the first four men that signed the “Statement,” 

two are known Klansmen and another was openly favorable to the order.  Baldwin’s 

name was the first on the list while Reverend Hardesty’s was listed fourth. The third 

name on the list was that of William Donald, who was the owner and publisher of the 

Slatonite.  

 Like Hardesty, Donald had no problem speaking publicly in favor of the Ku Klux 

Klan.  Shortly after Father Keller had been beaten and forced to leave town, Donald 

continued running articles that defended the Klan and advocated their principles.  Less 

than a month after the incident, Donald published an article stating that a Black man by 

the name of Lonnie Kindle had recently been arrested for running a “booze mill” and 

asserted that due to the fact Kindle believed the KKK was in Slaton, he begged officers 

to take him to Lubbock instead.  Although Kindle made no mention of why he thought 

the secret order had organized in Slaton, the Slatonite took the opportunity to once again 

assert the Klan’s innocence in the tar and feathering of the minister by stating that Lonnie 
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was among those who were “uninformed” because the Klan was not responsible for 

flogging Father Keller.103   

 In the months that followed, Donald only continued to employ his newspaper to 

support the efforts of the Ku Klux Klan.  In April he published another article in which 

he asked both the men and women of Slaton for help in controlling the lawless element of 

the community, which a primary goal of the Texas Klans.  He asserted that the local law 

enforcement officials needed as much help as possible and emphasized his belief that 

organized law and order leagues could be extremely effective.  Donald concluded his 

piece by arguing that the Ku Klux Klan had a good effect on the morals of the 

community. Thus, Donald utilized his newspaper much differently than Nunn and 

Warren had used the Daily News. While Nunn and Warren never ran articles that 

specifically favored the Klan but instead favored Klan candidates, Donald repeatedly 

used the Slatonite to try to garner public support for the Ku Klux Klan and its purpose of 

fighting illegal and immoral behavior. However, much like Nunn and Warren, Donald 

never publicly acknowledged himself to be Klansmen.  

 As time went on, Donald became even more adamant in his support for the Klan.  

On May 5, Donald published an editorial stating that the newspaper had learned that the 

Klan had been organized in Plainview, Canyon and Amarillo, but there was no indication 

the secret order had been assembled in this area of the Plains.  He then added that, “tis 

said that they have had good effect upon the morals of each of those towns,” and “As we 

understand the KKK does not believe in nor practice mob violence.”104   

                                                
103 “Lonnie Kindle, colored, caught with Booze mill,” The Slaton Slatonite, April 14, 1922.  
104 “The Ku Klux Klan,” Slatonite, May 5, 1922. 
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 The same day the Slatonite also reprinted an article that had appeared days earlier 

in the Hall County Herald in Memphis, Texas, near Amarillo.  The piece was placed 

immediately below Donald’s pro-Klan editorial and reiterated his opinion that the hooded 

was a positive element of the community.  The article stated that the Memphis Klan had 

given Mrs. J.M. Hackney fifty dollars to help her pay for her daughter’s hospital 

expenses that her daughter had accrued after being in an automobile accident.105  In June, 

Donald also wrote an editorial defending Rev. Hardesty against those who had sent the 

‘Blackhand’ letter.  Like Hardesty, throughout the previous months Donald had 

repeatedly used his position in Slaton to urge the citizens to fight against its unlawful 

elements and to portray the Klan as a positive entity for the community.106  Thus, even 

though it is unclear whether or not Hardesty and Donald were connected through the 

Klan, it is obvious they advocated many of the same beliefs.   

 However, in September of that year Donald published an article in the Slatonite 

that leaves his readers with little doubt of his close association with the order.    The 

editor claimed that he had had the “privilege” of the witnessing a large Klan initiation the 

previous Tuesday.  The initiation was took place in a pasture northeast of Slaton and 

although the Ralls Klan had planned the event, Klan chapters were present from several 

other counties including Lubbock, Crosby, Hale, Bailey, Lynn, Dawson and Garza.  The 

article alleged that, “a class of 300 were initiated, that more than three thousand 

Klansmen were present, and the crowd of spectators which watched the ceremonies from 

a distance was estimated at four or five hundred…” Donald continued to describe the 

                                                
105 “Memphis Ku Klux Gives $50.00 to Help Pay Young Woman’s Hospital Bill,” Slatonite, May 5, 1922.   
106 “What Are Preachers For?”  Slatonite, July 7, 1922.   
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ceremony with careful detail and his account gives his readers a clear picture of what 

Klan initiations were like.  He illustrated the event as follows: 

In the light of the great flaming cross of electric lights were gathered an 
immense throng of white robed men…To one side we noted a large group 
of men without robes, and on inquiry was told they were the candidates to 
be initiated. Sentinels could be seen posted on every side, their white 
garments in the moonlight looking very spooky…Soon after we arrived a 
low-voiced command was given and the assembled Klansmen grouped 
themselves in formation before the cross, and our escort led us back a 
short distance, explaining that the famous Klan oath…was about to be 
administered to the candidates.  The novices were led forward and took 
position before the cross, facing two figures in white, one carrying a 
United States flag, and standing in front of an altar draped with a U.S. 
flag and on which was an open Bible…The administration of the oath 
consumed at least thirty minutes….107 

 
Donald stated that following the initiation, a large barbecue was held and the Klansmen 

supplied all present with food and drink to celebrate.   

 Although others were forced to witness the initiation from a distance, Donald 

alleged that he had been allowed to go closer because he had promised not to, “divulge 

the name of any Klansmen [he] might chance to recognize.”  However, this is highly 

unlikely due to the fact that the Klan was extremely cautious whom they admitted to their 

secret meetings.  Thus, due to the fact he regularly expressed his support for the order in 

his newspaper articles and he supposedly was allowed to witness a ritual that was 

traditionally dominated by secrecy, Donald could have possibly been a Klansmen 

himself.108 

 By the fall of 1922, the Slaton Klan’s activities began to diminish, but the order 

continued to make occasional appearances throughout 1923 and 1924.   In the spring of 

                                                
107 “Ralls Klan Held Barbecue and Initiation Northeast of Slaton Tuesday,” Slatonite, September 15, 1922.   
108  Ibid.   
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1923, the Slatonite ran a full page advertisement announcing that the infamous film, 

Birth of a Nation, was going to be shown on March 21 and 23 at the Wilselma Theatre in 

Slaton.  The Klan regularly utilized this film as a means to recruit new members and 

there is a strong possibility that this is what the Slaton Klan was attempting to use it for 

as well. 109   

 Nevertheless, the local order still continued to mainly employ area churches as a 

means garnering support for the Klan.  In August of 1923, the First Methodist Church of 

Slaton hosted a revival meeting and once again twelve fully dressed Klansmen 

interrupted the minister to give him a letter.  Much like they had in previous instances, 

the hooded men asked that the letter be read allowed to the congregation and then given 

to the Slatonite for publication.  The letter commended Rev. R. L. Flowers, the pastor of 

the Methodist church, for the work that he had been doing and again asserted the 

principles the secret order stood for.  However, this letter was not accompanied by any 

monetary donation but instead gave a warning to the parents of Slaton.   They claimed 

that, “Morality [was] at a low ebb among the young people of the community,” and as a 

result they told parents they needed to watch their youth.  The letter alleged that 

numerous young women were out joy riding with young men in the countryside and the 

canyon.  They contended that, “The Ku Klux Klan [was] going to put a stop to this thing 

by all the power [they commanded].”  The Klan letter also asserted that there were too 

many “loafers” in Slaton and the members of the secret order were going to do all 

necessary to make the town safe enough for their wives and daughters to walk down the 

street without stares and dirty remarks.  They claimed that the Slaton Klan now had 200 
                                                
109 “Birth of A Nation,” Slatonite, March 16, 1923.   
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citizens, “who [stood] unflinchingly for law and order, decency and morality.  They 

explained that every Protestant church in Slaton was now full of Klansmen and members 

were constantly patrolling the area for unlawful activity.  Thus, they continued to ask 

citizens to help them “Clean up the community.” 110  

 The Slaton Klan remained active throughout 1923 and in July of that year one of 

the largest Klan parades ever held in the region was staged in Slaton.  On July 8, more 

than 800 Klansmen and women marched through the streets of Slaton.  Interestingly 

many of these Klansmen were without masks and were proudly flaunting their 

membership in the secret order. It is uncertain why these Klansmen had chosen to admit 

their association with the Klan but it possibly due to the fact that the public already knew 

many of these Klansmens’ identities. 

  The Slatonite went on to say that the parade was “one of the quietest ever 

staged,” with neither the Klansmen nor the spectators uttering a sound and the Avalanche 

stated that many of the Klansmen who marched were visiting from several area towns.  

The Avalanche also added that a special train had been run from Post to bring 

participants and that the number of Klansmen who marched numbered 1200 instead of 

800, as the Slatonite had reported.  Nonetheless, it is unclear whether or not either of 

these estimates was accurate.  The Slatonite also asserted that 10,000 people witnessed 

the parade but this number is also suspect.  This would be one of the last public 

appearances the Slaton Klan chapter would make.111  

 Shortly after the Slaton Klan made itself known at the revival in June, the 
                                                
110 “Klansmen Visit Revival Meeting Now in Progress,” Slatonite, August 10, 1923.   
111 “10,000 People Witnessed Klan Parade at Slaton Tuesday,” Slatonite, July 11, 1924; “Giant Parade 
Staged by Klan at Slaton Tuesday,”  Avalanche, July 10, 1924.  



Texas Tech University, Mika Smith, December 2008 

76 

Lubbock order made its debut. Little is mentioned of the Lubbock Klan in the Lubbock 

Morning Avalanche.  Between the years of 1922 and 1924, the Avalanche published only 

a few articles that acknowledged the Klan’s presence in the community. However, it is 

evident from the few the articles that were published that the Lubbock Klan was very 

similar to the Slaton chapter.  Like the Slaton Klan, the Lubbock order fought against 

immoral and illegal behavior from its citizens and employed at least one local church to 

assert its presence in the community.  

 In June of 1922, the Avalanche reported that four Klansmen had stopped an 

unnamed man who was on his way out of town for a fishing trip.  The Klansmen told the 

man to get out of the car and insisted that the others with him return to town immediately, 

which they did. According to the account, the man’s neighbors had claimed they were 

often “molested” by the screams for help coming from his mother and his wife while they 

were being beaten by this man.  The Avalanche asserted that after the man got out of the 

car, the Klansmen then took him to where a larger group of fifteen or twenty Klansmen 

was waiting for him. The Klan then reportedly gave him a, “good lecture, and made him 

promise to live better, and immediately report where he had bought the bootleg whiskey, 

which he was intoxicated on when most of the trouble with his wife and mother took 

place, to the Grand Jury. Soon after, the Avalanche contended that since his run in with 

the Klan, the man had heeded the Klan’s warning and no longer beat his wife and mother, 

or drank bootleg liquor.112 

 Unlike the Slaton Klan, the activities of the Lubbock Klan remain much of a 

                                                
112 “Man Warned to Refrain From Use of Bootleg Whiskey and Abusing Mother and Wife by Ku Klux 
Klan,” Lubbock Morning Avalanche, June 13, 1922.  
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mystery.  According to the Amarillo Klan records, the Exalted Cyclops of the Lubbock 

chapter was Clemence.C. Livingston but there was no kligrap listed for Lubbock Klan 

No. 199.  Almost nothing is known of Livingston’s life besides what is present in the 

Amarillo records and the United States Census. Livingston was born in Montegue, Texas, 

on June 14, 1889 but by 1917 he had moved to Lockney, Texas, a small community 

Northeast of Lubbock.  By 1922 he had relocated to Lubbock where he made his living 

as a barber and operated his own shop. However, his time in Lubbock was brief and by 

1930 he had moved to Arizona.113  It is unlikely that Livingston held much influence in 

the community while he lived in Lubbock because his name is not mentioned anywhere 

in the Lubbock Morning Avalanche, or any other newspapers from surrounding areas. On 

the other hand, he did become the leader of the local Klan, which suggests he possessed 

authority among some, if only a few.   

 In July 1922, the Avalanche reported on another appearance by the Lubbock Klan 

but this time it took place in public.  One Sunday night, nine members of the Lubbock 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan interrupted a church service at the Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church and delivered a letter enclosed with twenty dollars, just as they had done several 

times in Slaton and other Texas towns. The Klansmen entered the church fully robed in 

their white Klan regalia with their masks intact and upon their arrival these members 

immediately marched to the front of the church where they handed the letter containing 

                                                
113 Ku Klux Klan Records (Amarillo, TX), 1921-1925, “Statewide Membership Roster”, undated, Folder 
No. 1, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, TX; Ancestry.com, World War I Draft 
Registration Cards, 1790-1918, [database on-line] (accessed on April 14, 2008); Ancestry.com, Fifteen 
Census of the United Status, 1930, [database on-line] (accessed on April 14, 2008); HeritageQuest, The 
Fourteenth Census of the United Status: 1920, [database on-line] 
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/dvimage/genealogy/stage/dvimage?filename=/heritage/vault/hqc29/T6
25/1802/1/130A.tif&scale=2 (accessed on April 14, 2008). 
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the money to the minister. After the minister offered a prayer, the Klansmen left almost 

as quickly as they came.114 A month later the Lubbock Klan surfaced once again.  On 

August 21, eighteen-armed Klansmen entered what was known at the time as, “Nigger 

town,” and advised the community’s inhabitants that they needed to find a job and keep it 

if they did not want any trouble.  According to one black, several other blacks 

immediately left town because they feared the Klan would find out about their unlawful 

activities.115   However, these black men might have also left because they were 

exceedingly aware of the Klan’s reputation for terrorizing blacks.   

 Although the Klan made few appearances after the summer of 1922, the Klan 

issue continued to warrant public attention in Lubbock society in the years to come. At 

least a few Lubbock citizens could not decide whether to not to align themselves with the 

Klan.  Although people routinely expressed their favor for the Klan’s platform of one 

hundred percent Americanism, white supremacy and Protestant moral values, it was the 

Klan’s reputation as a vigilante justice organization that complicated the order’s ability to 

draw public support.   

  In June of 1922, the Avalanche featured an editorial that claimed the Lubbock 

Morning Avalanche had never “straddle the line on any question,” but it was, “up in the 

tree regarding the question of the Klan.” Therefore, the editors of the Avalanche 

explained that they were allowing a piece written by W. P. Florence of Slaton to be 

published below the editorial section in order, “give [their] readers both sides of the 

question.”  Therefore, editors of the Lubbock Avalanche dealt with the Klan issue much 
                                                
114 “Nine Robed Members Ku Klux Enter the Cumberland Church,”  Lubbock Morning Avalanche, July 24, 
1922.   
115 “Ku Klux Klan Visit Negro Town Giving Warnings,” Lubbock Morning Avalanche, August 25, 1922.   
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differently than either the Amarillo and Slaton newspapers due to the fact that it 

attempted to provide both the pro-Klan and anti-Klan argument to its readers.   

  In his article titled, “Other Side of K.K.K.,” Mr. Florence argued that, “the nature 

and methods of the Ku Klux Klan [were] un-American and [smacked] sharply of 

treason,” and “they [were] not truly Christian.”   He also contended that if a large enough 

number of people supported the Klan then local governments would grow weak because 

citizens would now depend on the Klan for justice instead of law enforcement agencies. 

He asserted that, “If the same citizens that compose the Ku Klux Klan would [put] the 

same time, money and thought [into] combining and cooperating as American citizens [to 

help] our government…the results would be much better.”  Nonetheless, though Mr. 

Florence essentially berated the Klan for participating in hooded vigilante justice, he at 

the same time expressed the public’s belief in the order’s principles.  He also did his best 

to avoid antagonizing any Klansmen themselves and ended his article saying, “With best 

feeling toward all Ku Klux Klan members.” 116   

  In the months that followed, the Avalanche continued to publish reports on Klan 

activities in various other West Texas communities.  In September of 1922 the Klan 

expanded into a number of smaller towns including Roby and Lorenzo, and the 

Avalanche regularly reported on the actions of the Slaton Klan as well.  However, 

contrary to its earlier claim of “never straddling the line,” on any issue, the Avalanche 

never took a specific position on the Klan. Thus, even though the newspapers still 

reported on the activities that Klan members were taking part in throughout the state, the 

Avalanche did not openly try to generate support for the local order as the Slatonite had 
                                                
116 Florence, W.P., “Other Side of  K.K.K.,”  Lubbock Morning Avalanche,  June 20, 1922.  
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done.    

 Although several newspaper reports and the Amarillo Klan records show the Klan 

was active in Lubbock, there is some debate as to whether or not the hooded order 

actually existed in the community. When asked about the Lubbock Klan years later, 

former district attorney Owen McWhorter explained that he did not believe there had 

been a Klan in Lubbock because he thought there appeared to have been no prejudices in 

the area at that time. However, historians realize this was not the case due to 

contradicting oral histories.117 

 Herbert Stubbs, for instance, did recall the Klan’s presence in Lubbock. Stubbs 

asserted that when he first came to Lubbock several men from the local Masonic lodge 

invited him to a Klan meeting, and he eventually got the reputation as being a Klansmen 

even though he claimed he never joined.  Stubbs also remembered that, “all the local 

preachers joined.”  However, Stubbs claimed that he never did really remember any 

parades or much else by the Lubbock chapter.118    

 Others also remember the Klan’s activities but their memories only reiterate the 

claim that the Klan was not extremely active in the Lubbock community. Both Mrs. J. W. 

Jackson recalled that the Klan’s presence was not particularly strong in Lubbock.  Mrs. 

Jackson, a local woman who lived just outside of Lubbock, asserted that the Klan had a 

few meetings but she did not think they ever burned any crosses.  She also remembered 

that people in Lubbock would “accuse” various people of being Klansmen because the 

                                                
117 Owen McWhorter Oral Interview, Interviewed by Richard Mason, Tape Recording, May 6, 1982, 
Southwest Collection/Special Collection Library, TTU. 
118 Herbert Stubbs Oral Interview, Interviewed by Richard Mason, Tape Recording, September 14, 1982, 
Southwest Collection Library, Texas Tech University. 
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Klan was not well received by area citizens and contended that they were seen as 

vigilantes who threatened any group of people they did not like. She explained that when 

Birth of a Nation, was shown it was not extremely popular.   She explained that, “That 

southern resentment just wasn’t there because we didn’t have slaves here.”  She also 

remarked that most people would not have admitted to it but their families did not 

originate in the area. They were from places up North like Indiana.  She said her 

grandfather considered himself full blooded southern but his father was from New 

Jersey.119 It is evident from Mrs. Jackson’s comments that she like many others did not 

truly understand what the Second Klan was about but instead saw the secret order as 

predominantly racist in nature.  However, it is evident from analyzing newspaper articles 

and secondary works regarding other Texas Klans, that the order was primarily 

concerned with regulating illegal and immoral activity as Alexander argued in his KKK 

in the Southwest.  

 In 1923, the Lubbock Klan, much like the Slaton order, continued to make 

appearances in the local churches to reiterate their stance against the immoral elements of 

the community.  In July of that year, Lubbock Klansmen once again interrupted a revival 

at Cumberland Presbyterian Church with the purpose of delivering yet another infamous 

Klan letter accompanied by a monetary donation.  The letter emphasized the principles of 

the Klan and declared that although some people believed they were for, “tar and feathers 

and the leather strap,” they were not.120  However, this was one of the final instances in 

                                                
119Mrs. J. W. Jackson and Mrs. Stella Wolffarth Oral interview, Interviewed by Jean A. Paul, Tape 
Recording, July 22, 1958, Southwest Collection/Special Collection Library, Texas Tech University.   
120 “Lubbock Klansmen Visit Local Church Revival Leaving Note and Twenty Dollar Donation,” Lubbock 
Morning Avalanche, July 21, 1923.   
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which that the Lubbock Klan would appear in public.   

 About the same the Lubbock County Klans began making their debuts, the 1922 

mid-term elections were in full swing and by the time Election Day rolled around in 

November, it seemed that the Lubbock County Klans were attracting a great deal of 

support. Prior to the November elections, neither of the Lubbock County orders had 

public organized a political campaign, but just as other counties in the Panhandle and 

South Plains had come together to give the Democrat candidate Earle B. Mayfield, a 

majority vote the voters of Lubbock did the same on November 7, 1922. When the 

election results were in Mayfield had tallied 812 votes to George Peddy’s 222.  

Therefore, it seems that the Lubbock County Klan chapters were enjoying a considerable 

amount of influence in their communities following the secret order’s initial organization. 

However, as previously mentioned in regards to Amarillo, many citizens could have also 

voted for Mayfield out of loyalty to the Democratic Party.121 

 Nevertheless, by 1924 the secret order had lost much of its public appeal in 

Lubbock County just has it had in the eastern and southern portions of the state.  Two 

years after Mayfield had won his seat in the Senate, the question of the Ku Klux Klan 

again became a major issue in the Texas gubernatorial election.  However, neither of the 

local orders publicly mobilized a political campaign for the Klan’s candidate, George C. 

Butte and by November it was evident that the Klan no longer enjoyed the same degree 

of influence in Lubbock County that it had two years prior. On Election Day 1924, 

Ferguson beat Butte by slight majority thereby making Lubbock one of the only counties 

in the Panhandle and South Plains regions in which Ferguson won.  Although Ferguson 
                                                
121  “Mayfield Elected Over Peddy 2 to1,” Dallas Morning News, November 8, 1922.  
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barely beat her opponent with 1549 votes to Butte’s 1508, she nonetheless defeated Butte 

in Lubbock County. Due to the fact that the local Klans did not openly mobilize in favor 

of the Klan’s candidate, it is uncertain how much of this vote was actually a result of 

citizens’ disgust with the secret order or a product of Party loyalty.122    Nonetheless, no 

matter what the reasoning by Lubbock County’s votes for Ferguson, the local chapters of 

Lubbock and Slaton completely disappeared after the 1924 elections much like those of 

Amarillo and Plainview.  

 Even though the Lubbock County Klans were able to establish Klan chapters just 

as Amarillo and Plainview had done, these local chapters utilized different activities to 

garner support from their local communities. While the Amarillo and Plainview Klan 

chapters primarily employed local newspapers and engaged in local politics, the Lubbock 

and Slaton Klan orders largely only focused their energies on espousing the Klan’s 

ideology from the pulpits of their local churches.  The Klansmen of each of these local 

orders repeatedly invaded churches and interrupted local ministers with the purpose of 

delivering letters containing monetary donations to their various congregations.  Thus, 

even though these Klan chapters differed from the Amarillo and Plainview Klans in this 

respect, their actions were similar to those across the remainder of the state.  

 However, although the Lubbock and Slaton chapters were similar in this respect, 

they also contrasted to an extent. While the Lubbock Klan rarely appeared in public, the 

Slaton Klan routinely made itself known to the community.  The Slaton Klan was also 

able to utilize the local newspaper to a larger degree than the Lubbock chapter due to the 

                                                
122 “Panhandle Voters Giver Butte Nearly Two to One Majority Over Ferguson,” Amarillo Daily News, 
November 5, 1924.  
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fact that the editor highly favored the secret order, and was possibly a Klansman himself.   

Nevertheless, despite their differences each of these local chapters both employed their 

local churches to garner support from their communities and succeeded in doing so until 

the gubernatorial elections of 1924 when the Klan candidate lost in Lubbock County, 

thereby ending the Klan’s reign in both the county and the state of Texas.  
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Chapter V   

Conclusion  

 Between 1922 and 1924 the Ku Klux Klan was the main issue in Texas politics.  

However, by 1925 the Texas Klan had passed its climatic point and had entered a period 

of rapid decline.  The Klan originally entered Texas politics in November of 1922 when 

local Klan chapters from all over the state had been able to garner enough votes to elect 

their candidate for the United States Senate, and dominated a number of county elections 

as well. Nevertheless, the Texas Klan’s reign was soon brought to a halt exactly two 

years later when the Klan failed to elect their candidates for the state governorship and 

lost control of the Texas legislature as well. In the months immediately following the 

1924 elections, the Grand Dragon of the Texas Klan resigned his post and by March of 

the following year, Miriam “Ma” Ferguson and an anti-Klan legislature passed a law 

prohibiting the wearing of masks in public, which was a practice normally reserved for 

Klansmen and criminals.  In the year that followed, the Texas Klan’s membership 

dropped dramatically going from almost 160,000 in 1924 to less than 80,000 the next 

year.123   

 However, even though a number of Klansmen still belonged to the hooded order, 

the Texas Klan’s public activities, including those of the Amarillo, Plainview, Lubbock 

and Slaton orders, ceased following the 1924 elections. Much like other Klan chapters 

across the state, the Amarillo Klan’s membership drastically decreased within the year.  

However, it is uncertain whether the Plainview and Lubbock County Klans’ memberships 

decreased following the elections due to the fact that Klan records have only been 
                                                
123 Alexander, KKK in the Southwest, 222-223.   
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uncovered for Amarillo chapter. Nevertheless, it is likely that their memberships also 

dropped because none of these Klan organizations ever appeared again in their local 

newspapers. Thus, it is evident that even though the Klan chapters of the Panhandle and 

South Plains regions were established more than a year after those of the remainder of the 

state, these orders also entered a period of rapid decline after the 1924 gubernatorial 

elections much like other Texas Klan chapters. 

 The Klans of the Panhandle and South Plains regions also participated in many of 

the same activities as other Texas chapters in order to garner support from their local 

communities. These included marching in parades, taking out advertisements in various 

newspapers, performing charitable acts, barging into local churches, tar and feathering 

citizens they felt to be immoral, and participating in many other forms of vigilante justice 

all with the hopes of restoring the community to what they perceived to be the correct 

moral order.  

 However, each of the local Panhandle and South Plains Klan orders did not 

participate in all of the same activities to gain support for their ideals. Thus, while the 

Amarillo and Plainview Klan chapters primarily employed local newspapers and engaged 

in local politics, the Lubbock and Slaton Klan orders largely only focused their energies 

on espousing the Klan’s ideology from the pulpits of their local churches. Much like the 

Amarillo and Plainview orders, the Slaton order also utilized their local newspaper to 

assert their position on immorality and prohibition but the Lubbock Klan chapter did not.   

 Both the Amarillo and Plainview chapters announced their presence to their 

communities by marching through the streets of those towns and each of these secret 
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orders also regularly utilized their local newspapers to espouse the Klan’s ideals. 

Nonetheless, unlike the Amarillo Klan, the Plainview organization was forced to cope 

with a great a deal of public criticism.  While the Amarillo chapter seems to have had no 

problem garnering support from the local community, possibly due to the fact that many 

of its most prominent citizens were members, the Plainview Klan was forced to 

constantly defend its principles to local entities like the American Legion and the editor 

Plainview Evening Herald. Nevertheless, regardless of their differences both Klan 

chapters were eventually able to garner enough votes in their communities and their 

respective counties to elect the Klan candidates in both the 1922 and 1924 elections, 

which was no doubt a result of various Klansmen becoming politically active.  

 The Lubbock County Klan chapters, on the other hand, did not enjoy as much 

political success as either Amarillo or Plainview and this is likely due to the fact that both 

the Lubbock and Slaton Klan organizations primarily focused on their local church 

congregations instead of politics.  Unlike the Amarillo and Plainview orders, both the 

Lubbock and Slaton Klans introduced themselves to their respective communities by 

interrupting a church service and delivering a note containing money to the minister who 

was delivering the sermon. Nonetheless, the Slaton Klan was much more active than that 

of Lubbock.  The Slaton Klan’s Kligrap was also a local minister and thus, he regularly 

utilized his pulpit to espouse the Klan’s ideology. The Slaton Klan also participated in 

parades and flogged at least one area citizen. 

  However, despite their differences these local orders were in close contact with 

one another and thus, their ability to garner votes for Klan candidates during the 1922 and 
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1924 were similar.  While these two Klan orders were successful in generating enough 

support for the Klan’s candidate to win in the 1922 election, they failed to do the same in 

the 1924 gubernatorial election thereby making Lubbock County one of the only ones in 

which Ferguson received a majority vote.  As a result, the voters Lubbock County seems 

have been more in line with those of east and south Texas than either Amarillo and 

Plainview citizens.  

 Therefore, although the Panhandle and South Plains Klan chapters developed in a 

less populated region of Texas and were not as visible as those of the remainder of the 

state, they nevertheless existed.  And as such, these Klan chapters deserve historical 

attention.   
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