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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This thesis looks at the newspaper editorials of suffragist Abigail Scott Duniway 

using the theory of the rhetoric of intervention. The first section in this work describes a 

basic history of Duniway and her fight for women's rights. The second part deals with 

Duniway's suffrage newspaper and the genre of suffrage newspapers in general. A brief 

history of the suffrage movement is also given. Duniway was the only female editor of a 

newspaper in the Northwest territories and one of the very few in the Nation. The case 

will be made that her writings and opinions presented a new perspective for her audience. 

Duniway had a significant impact on the suffrage movement in the Northwest as well as 

being a representative of what was happening in the nation-wide movement. 

Duniway was a formidable person in her time period and her legend still lives on 

today. The authors of the compilation of her texts say that "Portland's Duniway Park and 

Duniway Middle School are tributes to her legacy and she is Oregon's representative in 

the National Women's Hall of Fame" (Ward & Maveety, 1995, p. 27). Edifing her own 

newspaper for 16 years (1871-1887). taking care of six children and an invalid husband, 

traveling all over the Northwest Territories and sponsoring visitations from such famous 

suffragists as Susan B. Anthony are all part of a larger-than-life stoiy of an uneducated 

farmer's wife. Despite her lack of formal education beyond sixth grade, Duniway made a 

place for herself in the newspaper world and made an enormous impact on the Northwest, 

as evident from the tributes to her still in existence todav. 



Several authors have commented on Duniway's contribution and impact to and on 

the Northwest territories. Duniway began writing early, perming the novel Captain Gray's 

Company in 1859 when she was only 25 years old. This novel was the 

first novel to be commercially published in Oregon. It was her first literary 
work of any length, and was described in a review as "a silly story, 
comprising the usual quantity of 'yellow covered' love, expressed in bad 
grammar, and liberally interspersed with slang phrases." Other critics have 
concurred. And yet, it was a story that the author felt compelled to write, 
and marks her entry into the larger world beyond that defined by 
hearthstone and barnyard. (Shein, 2002, Oregon. ][ 3 ) 

She began writing at a very young age, and at the time that Duniway began 

publishing her ow^ newspaper(I871). "'married women did not even have the 

right to ownership of their own wardrobes," but with her voice in the newspaper, 

her strong will and her tutelage under Anthony and Stanton, "'Duniway at this 

time, the newly established publisher learned the ins and outs of politics, and went 

on to become a national as well as local leader of the woman's movement" (Shein, 

2002, Oregon, ^ 6 ). Not only was Duniway a fierce presence in the Northwest 

because of her newspaper, but she was also a great speaker. Shein says that 

Duniway was a noted campaigner, writer and editor, and was also a vibrant and 

compelling presence on the lecture platform. Duniway was a featured speaker at 

local rallies as well as at national suffrage association meetings, and received 

complimentary reviews of her powers as a public speaker from a wide variet\ of 

sources. At the end of her life, Duniway left a legacy in the Northwest. Shein 

writes that ""by the time of Duniway's death in 1915. she had achieved near-

legendary status. When the Lewis & Clark Centennial was celebrated in Portland 

in 1905. it featured an "Abigail Scott Duniwa> Day." and contemporaries honored 



her as the quintessential "pioneer mother," as well as the "Mother of Woman 

Suffrage" (2002). 

Author Bridget Smith said that Duniway herself became "'Oregon's first 

woman to speak before the state legislature and the state's first woman publisher. 

She supported equality of the sexes without insisting upon prohibition which she 

felt would be a difficult law to enforce as well as wrong to take away people's 

livelihood" (1995. ̂  4). This desire to stay away from support of temperance got 

her into trouble in her own state. Apparently, right after Duniway died, her 

supporters had raised a lot of money to erect a building on the University of 

Oregon campus that was to be named after Duniway. In the end, the building was 

not named after her because of her anti-prohibition status. In the ••1910s and 20s, 

the era of prohibition, Duniway was considered too controversial because of her 

opinions on the alcohol question" (Shein, 2002. Duniway Hall ^ 1). She argued 

that the temperance movement would slow the passing of suffrage for women and 

that alcoholism was a disease that could not be legislated. Concerns that potential 

donors to the fimd for this building would back away kept Duniway's name off of 

it. Her opinions were so well known that it brought great publicity to the 

movement as well as affected how she was memorialized after she passed away. 

Not only was Duniway a significant influence in Oregon, she had a strong 

presence in Idaho. Her family moved there in 1887 after she sold her newspaper. 

She reportedly gave over 140 public lectures in Idaho and gave a speech to the 

state forming legislature in 1880. Duniway moved back to Oregon in 1894. just 

two years before Idaho granted suffrage to women. Oregon did not grant suffrage 



to women till 1912, the year of Duniway's 78"̂  birthday. She signed the 

proclamation giving women the vote along with the governor and became the first 

woman in Oregon to register to vote. An other interesting fact about her bid for 

the vote in Oregon was that the •"biggest opponent of women's suffrage in 

Oregon, and author of numerous anti-suffrage editorials, was her own brother, 

Harvey Scott, the infiuential publisher of The Oregonian newspaper for over 

thirty years" (Druckenbrod, 2002. ^ 6). Duniway had significant contact with the 

public in the state of Oregon. Not only did she have her own newspaper, her 

brother had a newspaper and frequently opposed Duniway and her point of view. 

Duniway never saw the 19' Amendment to the Constitution pass, as she 

died in 1915, but she did get to experience suffrage in her own state and other 

states and areas, like the Washington Territories, in which she spoke frequently. 

Her hard work, tireless writing, constant campaigning and connection with her 

audience because of all of these things and the experiences she had all made 

suffrage in the Northwest possible. 

Abigail Scott Duniway was a formidable suffragist in the Northwest Territories. 

In a time when women were considered the weaker sex, both physically and mentally. 

Duniway believed that women were just as capable as men in processing information 

dealing with politics, voting, family finances, moral decisions, and other mentally 

stimulating aspects of life. Duniway efficiently articulated this belief in the mental 

equality of men and women in her newspaper daily. She claims that women are capable 

of. and benefit from, the same sort of mental and social challenges in which men are daih 

involved. This introduction is benefited by an understanding of Duniway's o\erarching 
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beliefs in women and the system in which they live. She frequently lectured and wrote 

about these things all over the Northwest and when she traveled East to meet with other 

suffragists. 

Duniway stated in the introduction of her newspaper that women are either over

taxed and under-paid for their struggles or they are idle and frivolous. This is a direct 

result of women's "'lack of political and consequent pecuniary and moral responsibility," 

and that her newspaper's aim is to make women aware of these things and by doing so 

"elevate women, that thereby herself and son and brother-man may be benefited and the 

world made better, purer, and happier" (Duniway, 2000, p. 41). Through a newspaper 

that makes the effort to get women involved in the realm of politics and, according to 

Duniway, making them morally responsive and financially responsible, Duniway feels 

that she will make the world a better place. These things have previously been the sole 

consideration of men. Duniway contends that giving women the knowledge and rights 

that only men have held will not only make women more responsible, but will make the 

world a happier home for everyone. Duniway believes knowledge and responsibility for 

every aspect of life on the part of women will soak into her children, therefore improving 

the family, then society, and eventually the whole world will feel the effects. 

Not only does Duniway take it upon herself to share news with women that was 

typically considered men's business, she attends, and encourages other to attend, political 

meetings which were also usually only for men. She describes the first meeting her and 

other women attended in great detail, but the most telling line comes at the very end of 

the article. One of the most common arguments against women getting the vote was that 

the\ would ignore their famih and therefore the basic building block of societ}' would 



crumble because of the lack of attention from the mother who became political. Duniway 

answers this assumption by saying 

For years lades have attended these meetings, and spent more time in so 
doing than they will occupy in voting during their remaining days upon 
earth; yet not one of them has neglected a home duty in consequence or 
forgotten her irmate womanhood upon any public occasion. Wish we 
could say the same for the men. (Duniway, 2000, p. 42) 

Duniway contends that nothing adverse happens when women become involved in 

politics. It is not harmfial to the family in any conceivable way, and in fact, as we saw in 

the previous paragraph, political knowledge will only make the world a better place. 

Not only does Duniway believe that women are capable of participating in politics 

like men, she believes they are just as mentally in need of human contact as men. 

Duniway herself spent four years in a row on their farm without ever seeing anyone 

besides her family. Just because women have families and duties on the farm does not 

mean that they should be excluded from contact with other people. She argues that men, 

because of their various activities, come in contact with other men frequently, but they 

forget that women have a need for contact also. She argues that being on the farm for 

months and months at a time is not "'natural or right" and that women are also in need of 

""change and recreation" (Duniway, 2000, p. 44). Just like men. women are social 

creatures, being a woman does not take away from the fact that she is human. Duniway 

argues that women are just as in need of. and have just as much right to. human contact 

with her friends of both sexes. 

Just as women have the right to vote, the right to go to political meetings, and the 

right to have social contact, they also have the abilit>' to think for themseh es. Apparently 

one reader asked Duniway if she wrote her own editorials. She says that undoubtedly 



some people believe that perhaps her brother wrote the financial articles and maybe her 

father wrote the practical ones, but she says that she "'writes every line of editorial upon 

any and all subjects," because her ""father, brother, husband, sons and daughter having 

other business; lawyer friends and worthy judges also being otherwise employed" 

(Duniway. 2000, p. 45). Just because she is a woman does not mean that she is any less 

intelligent than male editors. She obviously knows that no male editor would be asked 

such a question and she says she would not have taken the position of editor unless she 

was fully capable of writing knowledgably upon all subjects. 

Duniway calls for mental equality with men. Not only does she want the right to 

vote for women, but she calls for equality for women in other intellectual aspects of life. 

She observes the activities of men, how they make political decisions, financial decisions, 

editorial decisions, and engage in regular contact with others, and she decides that 

women deserve and are capable of having the same thing. Being a woman does not mean 

that she is mentally different than any man. Also contrary to popular belief, women with 

whom Duniway has come into contact with and Duniway herself have not neglected any 

of their responsibilities in their pursuit of the vote or of other ""manly" pursuits. In fact. 

Duniway holds that these things will make a woman's life better and through her improve 

the life of her family, which will in turn make their society and eventually the world a 

better place. For Duniway. a woman's mental place in society is really no different than 

that of a man. They might take care of different aspects of living, like bearing children 

and being responsible for the home, but that does not mean that she is not entitled to the 

same kind of mental and social stimulation as men. Duniwa\ believes that all her readers 

have to do is be adamant about what they want. She sa>s ""command respect and >ou"ll 



get it. Affect timidity and you'll get no substantial sympathy. The gods help those who 

help themselves" (Duniway, 2000, p. 43). Duniway is prepared to fight for what she 

feels women deserve, and she asks no less from her readers. She had important things to 

say to her audience, and she had a rhetorically interesting way of saying them. Her point 

of view is an impressive thing to read and to discuss, within it are contained a multitude 

of opinions about society and support for women in all aspects of it. 

A look at the way Duniway carves out a niche for women in a typically 

patriarchal society gives the reader a good glimpse into why Duniway believed women 

should have the vote. She felt that women, just by virtue of being bom a female, are not 

mentally any less capable than men. Time and again she states that women are capable of 

processing the same information as men without it ever doing any damage to their 

assigned work role in their society. She does not branch into what she might believe were 

the physical roles of women and men in society, but she argues that women are mentally 

in need of the same sort of human contact and are capable of dealing with information 

about politics and finances. In fact, she contends that this information will make the 

world a better place rather than ever doing it any harm. 

The above paragraphs have explained how she was historically important, and 

gives a glimpse of how she construed her situation rhetorically, but the rest of this thesis 

examines how her rhetoric typifies the movement as a whole. This thesis will not just 

specifically study what she said and how she said it, but it will look at the mo\ ement as a 

whole and how her rhetoric is representative of the larger elements present in the national 

movement. The theory being used to examine Duniway's writings, the Rhetoric of 

Intervention, contends that no one part of a social s>stem can be changed without 
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affecting the society as a whole. This thesis will look at her niche in the suffrage 

movement and how what she said represented and affected the system within which it 

was created. 

William R. Brown's rhetoric of invention theory will be utilized to understand 

how she affected the system. This theory presents the three concepts of attention, need 

and power in a system. Attention is composed of naming something or calling attention 

to something. Need is defining the biosocial or communicatively constructed needs in the 

society and power is the power shares (interdependence) within that society. The author 

of this theory believes that if you call attention to something new, or if you change the 

way something is viewed, then the needs that are defined as important by the system and 

the power shares in the system will change. This thesis contends that when the suffragists 

began to consider themselves as people instead of property, when they changed the way 

they were thought about and named, that the other elements in society, such as power 

distribution and decisions based on need were also affected. It will look at how one 

particular rhetor called attention to women and how she communicatively constructed her 

view of the rest of society based around this change in the system. 

It is important to understand the suffrage movement in particular because it was 

the first time women as a whole were seen in America as people instead of property. The 

Declaration of Sentiments written in 1848 at the first meeting of women in Seneca Falls 

New York gives an account of the condition women were in under the current laws of the 

United States. For instance. 

married women were legally dead in the e>es of the law. women had to 
submit to laws when they had no voice in their foirnation. married women 
had no property rights, husbands had legal power over and responsibilit> 
for their wives to the extent that the> could imprison or beat them with 



impunity, divorce and child custody laws favored men, giving no rights to 
women, women had to pay property taxes although they had no 
representation in the levying of these taxes, most occupations were closed 
to women and when women did work they were paid only a fraction of 
what men earned, women were not allowed to enter professions such as 
medicine or law, women had no means to gain an education since no 
college or university would accept women students, and, with only a few 
exceptions, women were not allowed to participate in the affairs of the 
church. (Eisenburg & Ruthsdotter, 1998, Complex ][ 2) 

The suffrage movement sought to give women rights that were generally unheard of and 

unexpected till rhetors told women that they could have them. The rhetoric of the 

suffrage movement is particularly important because women were pretty limited on what 

they could do socially and politically, but no one could keep them from speaking out. 

Speeches and writings were the main method that the ideology of the suffrage movement 

was spread about from woman to woman and city to city. The rhetoric of this movement 

is the key to understanding how things happened as they happened. 

This project first covers the literature pertinent to the understanding of the history 

of the suffrage movement, Abigail Scott Duniway herself, and the history of newspapers 

in the suffrage movement. The third chapter deals with method, discussing Brown's 

rhetoric of intervention and social movement theory. The fourth chapter is the analysis 

section of Duniway's editorials from her newspaper The New Northwest. The last is a 

conclusion summing up the findings and suggesting future inquiries. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter provides a review of the history of the suffrage movement in order to 

get a comprehensive view of the times and the constraints under which Duniway spoke. 

A biography of Duniway is also provided to give readers an understanding of why she 

became involved in the suffrage movement and founded her own newspaper. The last 

element discussed here is the relevance of newspapers to the suffrage movement and 

some of the impact that they had on women at the time. 

Suffrage Movement Historv 

As half of the population, women remained the largest disenfranchised group of 

adults after the Civil War. The movement to correct this inequity took longer than any 

other movement in the history of the United States and it succeeded in giving ""American 

women a separate sphere of political life, one with purpose, esprit, and continuity. It 

politicized existing networks of women, created new ones, and evoked their efforts in 

common cause—in conventions, addresses, memorials, manifestoes, petitions, resolutions, 

lobbies, and an endless round of state campaigns" (Woloch. 2000. p. 332). The first 

convention to support this movement took place in Seneca Falls. New York in 1848. The 

event lasted for two days and at the end of the convention. 100 participants signed a set of 

resolutions calling for equal rights for women entitled the ""Declaration of Sentiments" 

which was modeled after the ""Declaration of Independence." This con^ention was not 



mainly focused on obtaining the vote, but rather, the vote was seen as a small part of the 

social and institutional oppression of women involving such things as marriage, family, 

employment, education and religion. Enfranchisement was ""widely viewed as the most 

farfetched of women's rights, even by its supporters" (Woloch, 2000, p. 333). Only after 

the Civil War did women drop the call for the broad spectrum of social issues and focus 

solely on the vote. 

Many women who were suffragists were also tied to the abolitionist movement. 

They got a taste of what it was like to fight for a cause that they believed in and they were 

hoping that with the vote for African Americans, also would come a vote for women. 

This was not the case, many men who fought for suffrage for male minorities refused to 

tie it to the vote for women fearing that it would shut down both causes. One could argue 

that the passage of the 15* Amendment in 1870 which gave the vote to all men, 

regardless of color or creed, did a significant amount of damage to the women's suffrage 

movement because it "appeared to implicitly condone political discrimination based on 

sex" ( Keyssar, 2000, p. 179). Women, even those who were educated and enlightened, 

were denied the vote by this amendment while newly freed men and male immigrants 

could vote without having any knowledge of the political system. The passage of the 15' 

Amendment not only left women suffragists out of the picture, it caused a major split 

within the movement itself The more moderate women formed an organization entitled 

the New England Woman Suffrage Association (NEWSA) led by such suffragists as 

Lucy Stone and her husband Henry Blackwell and former abolitionists such as Wendell 

Phillips. This group of suffragists supported the 15"' Amendment. e\en without it helping 

women, and were interested in courting the support of the Republicans. 



On the other hand, the more radical group of suffragists was led by Elizabeth 

Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony and together they formed the National Women 

Suffrage Association (NWSA). They refused to support the 15"̂  Amendment and they 

were completely disenchanted with the Republican party for its failure to support 

women's suffrage. This organization supported the same spectrum of goals for women 

that was presented in the Seneca Falls' "'Declaration of Sentiments." However, despite 

their determination to fight for a huge realm of women's issues, the vote seemed to be the 

most viable cause for the suffragist movement as a whole. Indeed, "'the vote was now the 

only issue around which women could mobilize collectively'' (Woloch. 2000, p. 337). 

The biggest problem both factions of the suffrage movement had was that neither 

organization had the ability to attract a critical mass of women. This was the biggest 

setback to the suffrage movement as a whole, that ""many women themselves were either 

opposed, or relatively indifferent, to their own enfranchisement" (Keyssar. 2000, p. 193). 

For example, in 1895 when Massachusetts allowed women to vote on a state referendum 

on women suffrage, the cause was still lost as more men than women in the election 

voted for woman suffrage. The state level was where the majority of the effort by both 

factions took place. They had been burned already by the federal government and the 

passage of the 15"̂  Amendment and its exclusion of women, so they were determined to 

get it enacted at the state level instead. 

Many states were more than willing to give a little justice to women in some areas 

of life. For instance, by 1890 ""thirty-three states had enacted married women's property 

rights laws and b\ the turn of the centur}. married women could keep their earnings in 

two-thirds of the states. In a majority, they could make contracts, bring suit, and in some 



states they gained equal guardianship rights over their children" (Woloch, 2000, p. 339). 

In 1908, women in a handful of states could vote on taxes and bonds and by 1910, 

women in a majority of states could vote in school elections. The first states or territories 

to give women the right to vote were Wyoming Territory in 1869 (they did not join the 

Union till 1890), Colorado in 1893, Utah and Idaho in 1896. No other states joined in the 

enfranchisement of women till 1910 (Lumsden, 1997, pp. 174-175). There were various 

reasons why areas such as Wyoming and Utah gave women the vote early. Wyoming was 

barely settled and it had very few women and many mining camps. The population in the 

area wanted to improve its uncivilized reputation and attract stable settlers, so they gave 

women the right to vote and retained it after obtaining statehood. Utah gave women the 

vote so that the majority of voters would remain Mormon and be able to outvote the non-

Mormon settlers who were mainly male (Woloch, 2000, p. 340). 

By the 1890s, middle-class women in the United States were on the move. They 

were regularly going to high school and college. They were also forming a multitude of 

women's clubs in support of charity, temperance, and other civic organizations. The 

"suffrage movement was no longer an isolated island of demanding women, but part of a 

larger phenomenon-one of several national women's groups that held conventions, 

elected delegates, ran campaigns, and lobbied for causes" (Woloch, 2000, p. 340). Also 

in this year, the two rival suffrage organizations, the NEWSA and the NWSA. joined 

together to form the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). This 

group was composed of many women and became very skilled in their organization and 

campaigning as they directed all of their effort towards state suffrage. This organization 

also profited from a variety of women's clubs that inspired large female attendance and 
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invoh'ement. The NAWSA also suffered from some divisions, as not all women were 

committed to the cause of suffrage just yet, many were not sure that this was the thing to 

fight for and were concerned more with things like temperance and social/charity clubs. 

The Progressive Era, characterized for women by a rejuvenated interest in social 

concerns that manifested itself in the form of clubs for ladies, also saw the women 

organize and rally around the cause of enfranchisement. Progressives "endorsed a battery 

of electoral reforms and believed that all social problems could be solved by legislation. 

Women's suffrage meshed right into the progressive scheme" (Woloch, 2000, p. 343). 

The Progressive Era was marked nationally by a concern for workers* rights, by the 

desire to protect the nation's wildlife by creating national parks, by the desire to populate 

the west and this era also saw a change in the rhetorical tactic used by the suffragists. 

They put less emphasis on the equality and justice that the movement would bring to 

women, and put more on the special qualities women would bring to the polls. They 

appealed to the middle-class stereotypes of women that were prevalent in society and in 

doing so appealed "both to middle-class men's views of women and to women's views 

about themselves" (Porter, 1971, p. 249). The anfi-suffragists' strongest argument was 

the negative effect that the vote would have on women. The\ argued that women 

belonged in the home, and that her husband's vote was her vote. They believed that the 

vote would disrupt the family, that a political life would keep the wife away from her 

kids and husband and the home would fall into disrepair. They argued that women "were 

physically, mentally, and emotionally incapable of duties associated with the vote" 

because they were too emotional, prone to hysteria, too mild in nature, too pure and 

moral and not logical enough to carry out the duties of the vote (Keyssar. 2000. p. 208). 
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These anti-suffragists did not want women to have the vote for the harm that it would 

bring to women. They argued moreover that women had a role in charity, philanthropy 

and an indirect influence over male voters and that these elements were all that was 

necessary for women. 

Suffragists argued in return that these special qualities that women possessed 

would bring purity, reforms to the electoral process and would outweigh the less 

desirable (foreign-bom) and less competent (uneducated) vote of some males. By such 

claims, "they transformed the image of the suffrage movement from a threatening, 

challenging group into a wise, compassionate, and service-orientated one. The woman 

voter would not be the destroyer of home, family and society but their protector" 

(Woloch. 2000, p. 346). The notion that some level of society that already had the vote 

would be outweighed by the women was a useful one to the suffragists. They were not 

afraid to dip into the well of racist argument for why women should have the vote in 

order to further their cause. This attitude was heavily influenced by the Progressive 

movment. 

The Progressive Era is usually stated as occurring from the late 1800s to about the 

1920s. The progressives, 

as they called themselves, worked to make American society a better and 
safer place in which to live. They tried to make big business more 
responsible through regulations of various kinds. They worked to clean up 
corrupt city governments, to improve working conditions in factories, and 
to better living conditions for those who lived in slum areas, a large 
number of whom were recent immigrants from Southem and Eastern 
Europe. Many progressives were also concemed with the environment and 
conservation of resources. (The Leaming Page, 2002.1i 4) 

The racist arguments employed by the suffragists were a product of the times. Between 

1900 and 1915. more than 15 million immigrants arri\ed in America. This was more than 
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had come to America in the previous 40 years combined. These immigrants mostly came 

from non-English speaking countries such as Italy, Russia and Poland. They had trouble 

adjusting to American life, often being stuck with jobs that native-bom Americans would 

not take. The cities in America also had trouble adjusting. City services, housing and 

general standards of living were sub par for the new arrivals. Not only were immigrants 

having a hard time adjusting to America, African Americans found the Progressive Era to 

be less than friendly. In 1901 the last African American was elected to Congress for the 

next 28 years. A race riot in Springfield, Illinois led to the creation of the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored People which was established in order to try 

and restore legal rights back to the African Americans through the use of the courts. 

Segregation in cities became popular at this time. On December 19, "the City Council of 

Baltimore approved the first city ordinance designating the boundaries of black and white 

neighborhoods. This ordinance was followed by similar ones in Dallas, Texas, 

Greensboro, North Carolina, Louisville, Kentucky. Norfolk, Virginia, Oklahoma City, 

Oklahoma, Richmond, Virginia, Roanoke, Virginia, and St. Louis, Missouri" 

("Timeline," 2002, f 6). In 1913, the Wilson administrafion began federal segregation of 

work places, restrooms and lunchrooms. In 1918, the history of the south was interpreted 

by Ulrich B. Phillips in his book American Negro Slavery. This book depicted a south 

with a 

plantation system in which slaves were generally contented with their lot 
and unlikely to resist. Those rare occasions in which resistance did occur 
were more likely the result of slaves having lazy or criminal characters 
rather than any legitimate complaint about their conditions. Indeed. 
Phillips saw slavery as a system which was economically unprofitable but 
socially desirable-a civilizing institution necessitated b> the racial 
inferiority of African Americans. (""Timeline." 2000. ^ 5) 
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This depiction of history dominated southem culture for the next thirty years. Racial 

confrontations took place in 1919 and in 1921 in Washington D.C. and in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, further dividing blacks and whites during the Progressive Era. All of these 

things created the tensions at the time that the suffragists were pushing for the vote for 

women. They simply took the conditions and beliefs that were already present in society 

and used them for their own ends. 

In 1910, the tide turned in favor of women suffrage for several reasons. The 

National Women's Party was established in 1916 by the more radical suffragists who 

were not afraid to protest or go to jail. These more militant protestors had a positive 

affect on the movement as a whole as they allowed the nation to embrace the more 

conservative suffragists as the lesser evil (Keyssar, 2000, p. 214). In conjunction, the 

western states and the Progressive party began to formally endorse the vote for women. 

By 1914, thirteen states had given women the vote and by 1917 when the United States 

entered into World War I Montana had sent the first woman to Congress. The war also 

had a positive affect on the suffrage movement. The membership of the NAWSA doubled 

during the war and many of the previous suffragists who supported the cause of peace 

tumed instead and supported it. Women began volunteer war work, such as selling bonds, 

saving food, and organizing benefits for the troops. By doing this, they showed that 

women do have an impact on the outcome of the nation in times like war and their efforts 

were not going to go unheeded and unappreciated. They argued that not onh were 

women needed but that it ""was unwise to deprive women of the vote just when their war 

work was needed" (Woloch, 2000, p. 359). The vote was thrust into the national picture. 

President Wilson took up the matter in 1917 and 1918 when he urged Congress to pass a 
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woman's suffrage amendment. The amendment was passed in January of 1918 by the 

House of Representatives and in 1919 by the Senate. The last state, Termessee, ratified 

the amendment in 1920, giving women the vote in all the states of the union. The over 

70-year struggle, begirming with the formalization of women's beliefs and stmggles with 

the Seneca Falls convention finally culminated in a national amendment that assured 

women, the other half of the population, the right to vote in every state in the union. 

Abigail Scott Duniway: A Biography 

Abigail Scott Duniway (1834-1915) was bom in Illinois to Ann and John Tucker 

Scott. When Duniway was 17 her father decided to move the family west, much to her 

mother's distress. Duniway's earliest experience with writing came when her father 

placed her in charge of writing the trail diary, so "nightly she scribbled amid the furor 

around a campfire redolent of buffalo chips" (Richey, 1975, p. 73). Along the way to 

Oregon, her mother died of cholera in the Black Hills of Dakota and when they reached 

the edge of Oregon, her brother suffered the same fate. They arrived in Oregon and 

stayed with family members who had already made the journey. Duniway's father 

opened a motel and Duniway herself became a schoolteacher, despite having only a sixth 

grade education. She was also finding herself a belle, for ""back home she had been 

considered a tart-tongued string bean of a tomboy, but here, where a wife was a prime 

status symbol, she was besieged by suitors" (Richey. 1975, pp. 73-74). 

In August of 1853 she married a man from Illinois named Benjamin Duniway. 

They moved to a plot of land in the backwoods of Oregon. The land was on the fringe of 

the forest, requiring a ""constant fight against the stubborn en\ ironment" (Riche\. 1975. p. 
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74). On top of this, there were many farms nearby with just bachelors living on them. 

They would come over to Duniway's home and expect her to cook for them, adding more 

chores to her day. Eventually her family left and moved to a more habitable plot of land 

near Lafayette, Oregon. This did not last long because Ben went in with a friend on a 

sawmill business, putting up their farm as collateral for the loan. When the sawmill 

floated away in a flood, the farm was taken away to cover the loan. This was one of 

Duniway's first poignant experiences as a woman with no legal protection and no say 

whatsoever in her husband's affairs. Even though the farm was bought with the money 

that she made from selling eggs and butter as well as his, he was the only person in the 

family who could say what to do with it. Duniway did not want to go into the venture 

with her husband, but she had no choice, and they lost everything as a consequence of his 

bad decision. 

From this point they moved into Lafayette where Ben got a job as a log hauler. A 

year after he started the job, his team ran away, leaving him under a wagon wheel and 

making him a semi-invalid. Duniway. "who had been told not to bother her head about 

money, suddenly found herself forced to. By hanging muslin partitions she converted 

their attic into a dormitory and ran a small boarding school for girls" (Richey. 1975. p. 

74). 

After a short time with the boarding school. Duniway had saved enough money to 

open a millinery (hat shop) in tovm. According to her biography. Duniwa> was angered 

when women would have to steal money from their husband's pockets to buy cloth for 

the children's clothes or when they would look at the nice things she had to sell and 

comment that they would have to ask their husband first. Duniwa> s shop became 
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"something of an underground feminist propaganda center" (Richey, 1975, p. 74). 

Through her shop, Duniway tried to help women start over who had been left by their 

husbands. In one case Duniway helped a woman whose husband had left and took the 

fumiture with him. She got the woman a loan so that she could buy more furniture to 

open a boarding house and thereby support her children. When the husband came back 

and took all the furniture again, the woman had no legal protection. In the eyes of the 

law, ""it was the wife who had misbehaved, by signing a note without his consent" 

(Richey, 1975, p. 75). Duniway began to ask why women were not allowed to own 

property in order to support their children and why they were unable to file things like 

lawsuits in order to protect their interests. She put these questions to her husband, and he 

reportedly said ""laws are one-sided because men made them through their voting power. 

Naturally they made the laws to suit themselves. If women helped make laws, they would 

be differenf (Richey, 1975, p. 75). A light went on for Duniway and she decided to take 

up the cause of securing suffrage for women. Soon Duniway was conducting meetings of 

a group called the Oregon State Equal Suffrage Society. In 1871, she opened her 

newspaper called the New Northwest, with her young sons as the typesets and her 

husband staying home and taking care of the children. 

According to Ruth Barnes Moynihan in Rebel for Rights: Abigail Scott Duniway, 

""the New Northwest and Duniway's indomitable energy were the primary factors in the 

Pacific Northwest woman's movement for the next sixteen years" (1983. p. 90). Being 

one of the few women writers and editors at the time, Abigail had a direct impact on the 

population of Oregon. The New Northwest 

was an important \ oice in the earh \ ears, but the paper did more than 
merely disseminate ideas. Although circulation never exceeded 3.000 and 



although it can be assumed that most of the subscribers were already 
suffrage supporters, the New Northwest served several vital functions in 
the formative years of the Oregon movement. It lent legitimacy to the 
cause simply by printing news about it and by giving other newspapers, 
mainstream journals with wider circulation, something to react to. It kept 
Oregon women informed of the rights they had gained and the progress of 
their actions. It urged women to act-to form local suffrage clubs, to write 
letters to the editor, to circulate petitions to the legislature-and showed 
them how. Perhaps most important, the New Northwest served as the only 
information network linking Oregon suffragists to each other and to 
suffragists throughout the country. (Kessler, 1983, p. 144) 

The paper appeared every Thursday, "its four folio pages filled with six tightly printed 

columns of news, editorials, reprinted literature, serialized novels and stories, and long 

descriptive "Editorial Correspondence' sent back by Mrs. Duniway about her travels" 

(Moynihan, 1983, p. 91). Not only did she give news about suffrage, but she also 

commented about divorce, marriage, and the general condition of frontier women. 

Duniway and the Eastem Suffragists 

Throughout her years as an activist, Duniway always argued that "societal change 

could come only after the enfranchisement of women—convictions that were likely 

influenced by reading Stanton and Anthony's views" (Edwards, 1990, p. 11). However 

much Duniway was influenced by Anthony and other eastem suffragists, she did not 

always agree with them. In Sowing Good Seeds: The Northwest Suffrage Campaigns of 

Susan B. Anthony, G. Thomas Edwards outlined the travels and trials of Anthom in the 

Northwest, and in the process outlines the relationship she had with Duniway. This 

relationship began amicably, but through the course of both women's li\es. it deteriorated 

into mere tolerance for each other. In 1871. the same year Duniwa> began her paper. 

Anthony and Elizabeth Cad> Stanton tra\ eled to the Pacific Coast, receiving a \ er>' 
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hostile reception in California. Suffragists in Oregon and the other Northwest Territories 

invited the women to come north. Stanton elected not to, but Anthony agreed to come. 

Duniway volunteered to set up the places to speak and the housing. The trip was rough on 

both women, and Anthony did not make the impact she had hoped to. The women 

managed to "win friends to their cause," but they "aroused the majority of the opinion 

makers to speak against them" (Edwards, 1990, p. 18). Duniway was exhilarated by the 

trip, though, and patterned much of her future efforts around it. In 1886 alone, she 

"traveled 3000 miles by stage, rail, steamer, buggy, buckboard, and afoot," making 

speeches everywhere, including back rooms of saloons and bams (Moynihan. 1983. p. 

91). 

After Anthony went back east, the two women had an amicable relationship until 

1896, when they clashed over the idea of linking temperance to suffrage. Duniway did 

not want to link the two, arguing, ""men would vote against woman's suffrage because 

they feared that if women voted they would support laws prohibiting alcoholic 

beverages" (Edwards, 1990. p. 164). Anthony often chided Duniway for her desire to 

separate the two, arguing that members of local temperance movements, like the 

Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), were invaluable to the suffragist cause. 

In the 1890s Anthony would not support Duniway like she had in the 1870s and earh' 

1880s. In 1896, she even instructed Duniway to concentrate on her own state and stay out 

of the upcoming Idaho suffrage fight. This must have been ""extremely difficult for 

Duniway to stay clear of a battle where she had long been a leading contender" (Edwards, 

1990, p. 165). Duniway did indeed resent the infringement of Eastern suffragists on what 

she considered her territory. She was "̂ too independent; furthermore, she expressed 
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hostility to eastem efforts to organize westem states" (Edwards, 1990, p. 179). When 

efforts to pass bills for the vote for women failed in such states like Califomia, 

Duniway's common retort was that if the eastemers had not tried to take over, then the 

bills would have been more successful. This atdtude did not make her any allies with the 

eastem suffragists. But in the end, even with the conflicts with national leaders like 

Anthony and Stanton, Duniway's ""control of the state suffrage association was for years 

so complete that only those women who supported both her ideas and her tactics held 

positions of power in the organization" (Kessler. 1983, p. 128). 

The New Northwest: Newspapers and Suffrage 

Duniway's newspaper was critical to the success of the suffrage movement in the 

west. She "spoke for and to the growing number of women and men isolated from one 

another, yet bound together in their commitment to equal suffrage. Her paper was the first 

—and during its almost 16 years of publication, the only-woman suffrage newspaper in 

the Pacific Northwest" (Kessler, 1983, p. 141). Through this newspaper, the readers got 

information they could not have received elsewhere, she gave detailed coverage of 

suffrage conventions, and she printed pro-suffrage speeches and news of suffrage efforts 

across the state (Kessler. 1983. p. 141). This newspaper was a propaganda tool used b> 

the suffragists to share their point of views whh a like-minded audience. Women who 

already supported the movement were the women that had the ability to read and the 

ability to get a hold of the newspaper. This newspaper was strictly about the suffrage 

movement and shared onh points of view that agreed with the movement. However, the 

things that writers like Duniway said in their newspapers were then commented on and 



picked up in the larger, more mainstream newspapers. For instance, Duniway's own 

brother, Henry Scott was the editor of The Oregonian. one of Portland's main 

newspapers, for thirty years. He was a staunch supporter of the status quo and often 

disagreed with his sister using his newspaper as a tool. Her newspaper was created for 

like-minded individuals, but the information she shared did get passed around through 

more mainstream media. 

The book, A Voice of Their Own, outlines the impact suffrage newspapers had on 

the movement. Suffrage newspapers are "particularly significant for groups and 

movements that are denied access to and coverage in general circulation media . . . most 

American women were often geographically isolated, of limited income, and legally 

dead" (Jerry. 1991, p. 17). Newspapers were their link to the movement, to the news that 

was going on beyond their farm. They served to contact people who were geographically 

isolated, those who could never attend a convention or lecture, and served to keep 

suffragists in contact with other suffragists all over the nation. They also served to reach 

"women who might not think of themselves as feminists or woman's rights activists, who 

might not be aware of their fmstration" (Jerry. 1991, p. 29). They made e\er\one aware 

of the situation, and this knowledge was a great part of the battle. The biggest problem 

facing the spread of newspapers was husbands who refused to let their wives read them 

or those who took away their subscription. Duniway attempted to soh e this problem in a 

unique way by threatening to publish the names of husbands who were found doing this 

(Moynihan, 1983, p. 91). The two major national women's suffrage organizations also 

printed newspapers of their own. The American Women Suffrage Association published 

the Woman's Journal which lasted from 1869 until the end of the suffrage movement, 
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while Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony's more radial group, the National 

Women Suffrage Association, published Revolution which began in 1868. 

As for Duniway, she had an exceptional way of reaching women through her 

newspaper. The "•Editorial Correspondence" section consisted of stories about her travels 

and the people she met. This section of her newspaper is the rhetorical artifact to be 

examined in this thesis as her "kernel examples of the injustices women suffered 

throughout the Pacific Northwest are placed within the non-threatening contexts of vivid, 

often humorous, travel descriptions from the 1870s and 1880s" (Ward and Maveety. 

1995, p. 191). One author comments on Duniway's ability to use her experiences in order 

to make a connection with her audience and readers. She said, 

every incident which she encountered in her travels for the cause was 
added to a fund of commonplaces on which she could draw intelligently in 
her speeches. Abby's purpose was probably best served by such use of 
homely detail, for audiences of housewives would certainly identify more 
readily with a speaker whose bases of persuasion came from highly 
personal material within their own cognition. (Mansfield, 1971, p. 26) 

Duniway would use her experiences and her wit to connect with her audience. She would 

bring elements of their lives into her speeches and into her paper in order to win over her 

audience. Another author commented on her use of metaphor, saying that 

Duniway built up a repertoire of metaphors and illustrative incidents 
which she could use with endless variations both on stage and in her 
writing. Even her enemies came from miles around to enjoy the 
entertainment of her presence in isolated frontier villages. (Moynihan. 
1983, p. 96) 

Duniway used her newspaper to disseminate pro-suffrage view s across the northwest, and 

she used her anecdotes and metaphors to ingratiate herself and her point of view into the 

very lives and hearts of her audience. The message she presented using these elements 
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and how this message symbolizes what the whole movement was trying to achieve is 

what this thesis is going to explain. 



CHAPTER III 

METHOD 

The Rhetoric of Intervention 

The rhetoric of intervention, first detailed by William R. Brown, is the theory that 

will be used to examine Mrs. Duniway's newspaper writings. This theory looks at the 

three concepts, power, attention and need in a system in order to discover the effect on 

the system when one of these elements is altered in some way. This thesis will focus 

specifically on how the attention-shift from one to one way of thinking to another 

changes the way the whole system is constructed. Brown talks about this in terms of an 

attention shift. He argues that for an attention shift to occur requires •"( 1) at least two 

pattems or interpretive "templates' always be potentially involved in our sizing up of a 

situation; (2) each pattern itself be capable of rendering the situation coherent; and (3) 

movement from one to another-with a consequent reconstituting of the situation-be 

necessary before a "switch' will have occurred" (Brown, 1982, p. 18). This thesis intends 

to look at how Duniway constmcted a second template to explain the role of women in 

American society after the Civil war, how this new pattern was feasible and how this 

switch eventually brought about women's suffrage. This method of looking at Duniwav "s 

writings will help explain how her newspaper fit into the suffrage movement as a whole 

and will explore why the suffrage movement was successful b\ presenting a specific case 

in which a new way of looking at things, a new pattern of thought, successfulh 

intervened on the behalf of women. 
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While one portion of the three-part rhetoric of intervention theory has been 

presented, the other two also need to be discussed because the theory argues that one part 

cannot be changed without affecting the others. Everything is inter-connected in the 

system. When the attention is shifted in a system from one focus to another, the power is 

also shifted within that system. According to Brown, power involves a set of mles that 

are not consciously followed, it is just something that is done, something that is taken for 

granted as part of the system. In order for power to work within a system, it has to have 

the cooperation of the members of that system, someone has to give and someone has to 

take. Power codes are established so that the society can live with each other. According 

to Brown, a change in power in a system is known as code-switching. The mles that have 

been followed, the rules of give and take, are altered. Maybe the system becomes more 

egalitarian, one part of the system shares its power with another. For instance, if you 

focus the attention from women being property to women being people (an attention-

shift), then they have more power as a person than as a piece of property(code-

switching). The mles for treating women within that system will be altered in some way. 

Along with a shift in power and an attention shift comes a shift in need, either 

those that are biosocial or communicatively constructed. The difference is that biosocial 

needs are ones that members of a system need in order to survive, those that biologv 

dictates that people need. Communicatively constructed needs are those that the system 

creates and decides are worthy or not worthy. New needs are brought out w hen the 

attention and power has shifted from (or shared with) one element in the system to 

another. Those with the power in a system have the abilit\ to decide how resources are 

allocated and what part of society is needy, or worth) of attention b> that svstem. When 
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you change the power shares. >ou change who gets to decide need. A change in attention 

within the system can change need in that the new needs of that segment of the system 

are brought to the forefront because of the focus on another element of society. Any of 

these three elements can be the main focus of an analysis using Brown's rhetoric of 

intervention. An attempt will be made in this essay to discuss why focusing on the shift in 

attention is the dominant element in Duniway's case and how this shift affected the other 

elements in the system. There are several questions that Brown asks an author to answer 

when trying to understand an attention switch in a system. 

RQl: Whom will you treat as the intervenor? As the intervention? As the audience? In 

other words, describe the system to be analyzed. 

RQ2: How would you describe the worldview or the interpretation ('"name") being given 

to experience by the audience (or system being intervened in) before and after the 

attempted attention switch. 

RQ3: What sort of things does the rhetor, the intervenor, do to promote (or forestall) the 

attention switch? 

RQ4: Considering the list developed in answer to question 3. do you think the primary 

communication strategy being used is (a) anomaly featuring (showing nonfitting 

relations between expectancies and experience) in the worldview of the audience; 

(b) anomaly featuring in an altemative worldview being promoted to the audience: 

(c) anomaly-masking (masking attention gaps in a symbolic construction) in the 

worldview of the audience; (d) anomaly masking in an altemative worldview being 
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promoted to the audience? (An anomaly is a non-fitting thought or relationship, a 

gap, within the system) 

RQ5: Considering the answers to questions 3 and 4, what specific rhetorical forms do the 

maneuvers used to enact the strategy take? In other words, how is anomaly 

masking and/or anomaly featuring being promoted? (Depiction of vicious circles, 

argument by paradox, argument by sign, cause and effect, argument by authority, 

analogy or metaphor, example, generalization, residues, and so forth)? 

RQ6: Do the answers to questions 4 and 5 suggest that the switch is to occur in audience 

ways of knowing (epistemology). concepfion of being (ontology), and/or nature of 

valuing (axiology)? Why? 

RQ7: How does the worldview before and after the attention switch name human needs 

and indicate how they are to be satisfied? How does it name relationship? How 

does it depict the quality of interdependence between, among these power shares 

(competitive/cooperative/mixed)? 

Several authors have used Brown's method to understand rhetoric and how it has 

affected a particular system of beliefs. Neil Leroux uses the concept of the attention 

switch to understand Frederick Douglass's speech "•What to A Slave is the Fourth of 

July." This author used the attention switch to investigate how Douglass shifted •"the 

attenfion of his audience from a national celebration of joy . to a time of national 

mourning for slavery" (Leroux. 1991. p. 45). Alberto Gonzalez uses Brown's attention-

switch to understand the rhetoric of Mexican Americans at an Ohio radio station. In this 
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article, the author seeks to show that ""the presumptions of a community ideology are 

rhetorically malleable" and that the Mexican American community's notion of silence 

and participation depict very different roles for public discourse" (Gonzalez, 1989, p. 

400). He also discusses power interventions in the article and how the power in the 

particular radio station was shared between the Mexican American employees and the 

Anglo employees. He demonstrates how the attention switching strategies employed by 

the employees also affect the power shares at the stafion. Mark Gring (1998) is another 

author who uses Brovra's theory to examine how the rhetoric of one group makes a 

change in the system by either focusing on need, attention or power in his look at the 

rhetoric of religion and revolution in Nicaragua. This author focuses on all three elements 

in order to understand the connections between religion, the people (specifically the 

masses) and the revolution that occurred. This thesis is similar to these studies in that it 

will look at the rhetoric of one particular writer to understand how she altered the way 

people understood the position of a certain people. The authors mentioned here all used 

the rhetoric of intervention to explain how one group constmcted their place in a society. 

They explained how elements in the system are defined in one way one day and then are 

observed differently the next when members of that system made a point of pointing out 

new way of explaining things and deciding things are going to change. The rhetoric 

examined created a new way of looking at things while the old way was still present. It 

sought to change the system by first changing the point of view of the members of that 

system. 

This thesis does not want to just consider how Duniwav rhetorically conveved her 

message, but it wants to understand how her message tvpified something that was going 
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on in the suffrage movement as a whole. This is a social movement study in that it will 

make generalizations and assumptions about the suffrage movement and what was going 

on across the whole nation. The study of a particular rhetorician's newspaper can help 

readers understand the underpinnings of motive and tactics that went into the actions and 

divisions within the suffrage movement. The movement was created through talk, 

discussion, and argumentation which led to action that changed the lives of women in the 

political arena. An understanding of the talk, discussion and argumentation that went on 

and how it sought to change the way women thought and felt about their place in 

America is a necessary understanding for an informed social movement scholar to seek. 



CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS 

This chapter presents the analysis of the use of metaphors and the use of sarcasm 

and humor in Duniway's editorials. She employs these two rhetorical strategies in order 

to present the audience with a new view on reality. Her goal is to submit a new 

perspective on how the situation of women really is and how she desires to be in the 

future. 

RQl 

As stated in the methods section, William Brown gives a list of questions that can 

be answered in order to understand the attention switch in a system. The first question in 

the list asks who is the person being analyzed as the intervener, as the person seeking to 

make the change. In this case, the person is Abigail Scott Duniway. The text that contains 

Abigail Scott Duniway's writings is called Yours for Liberty: Selecfions from Abigail 

Scott Duniway's Suffrage Newspaper, edited by Jean M. Ward and Elaine A. Maveety 

(2000). This text is comprised of over three hundred of Duniway's editorials and 

correspondence that was published in her paper. These editorials are lined out by the 

year that they were published and this is the first time her editorials have been published 

in a complete work together. This question also asks what is the intervention. The 

newspaper she wrote and the opinions she put forth is going to be looked at as the 

intervention. It is what she created to attempt to spread the news and opinions dealing 

with women's suffrage. This newspaper wanted to reach the women's li\ es and tr\' to 
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change them for the better. It sought to rhetorically intervene in the existence of women 

in the United States. 

R02 

The second question asks what the worldview is like for the audience before and 

after the intervener's attempted attention switch. As described in the history section, 

women were conceived of as property. The convention at Seneca Falls presented the legal 

situation of women at the time, discussing the fact that 

married women had no property rights. . .women had to pay property taxes 
although they had no representation in the levying of these taxes.. . 
women were not allowed to enter professions such as medicine or law, 
women had no means to gain an education since no college or university 
would accept women students, and, with only a few exceptions, women 
were not allowed to participate in the affairs of the church. (Eisenburg & 
Ruthsdotter, 1998, Declaration Tf 2) 

Women were not allowed many social or political rights. When they left the home of 

their fathers it was to go to the home of their husbands. They were scantily protected by 

the laws of the land unless they had a man to intervene for them and when a man abused 

them, the system was not prepared to protect women. Women were treated and protected 

like second-class citizens, worth no more than the family they produced. 

Duniway wanted to switch the way that women were viewed in the society. She 

sought to make her audience aware of all the possibilities that should be open to women 

in the society. She does not appreciate the fact that women are lower than the male 

Chinese immigrants in the eyes of the law (Duniway, 2000, p. 174). The opening 

statement of her newspaper claims that its aim is to make women aware of the 

consequences of their lack of political responsibility which she feels fosters a lack of 
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pecuniar) and moral responsibility. She thinks that by doing so she will therefore 

""elevate women, that thereby herself and son and brother-man may be benefited and the 

world made better, purer, and happier" (Duniway, 2000, p. 41). Through a newspaper 

that makes the effort to get women involved in the realm of politics and, according to 

Duniway, making them morally responsive and financially responsible, Duniway feels 

that she will make the world a better place. Her goal is to change the wa> women see 

themselves and the way men view women's place in this world. She wants to change 

their attitude and change the law to mirror this new point of view. 

R03 

For the third question, the model wants to know how the rhetor tries to promote 

this attention switch. The author's goal is to provide a new world view for her audience. 

She wants to provide them with a new way to view their present reality. She attempts to 

bring things to light that had previously been ignored, specifically about the situation of 

women in the system. Also perhaps, new things begin to get ignored because of this 

worldview. For example, the situation of minorities in the country is left out of the new 

vision created by the rhetor because of the times in which is was created, as shown 

through the explanation of the Progressive Era. 

R04 

There are a couple of different rhetorical methods that Duniwa> uses to provide 

her audience with a new wa> to understand their realit>. These two rhetorical methods 

are metaphors and the use of iron>/sarcasm. These methods were used to present the 
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reality that Duniway saw for her audience. This reality included all of the things that 

were called for at the Seneca Falls convention, that women have voting rights, property 

rights, protection under the law from physical harm and the ability to enter any profession 

that they desired. Her primary communication strategy to obtain this reality was anomal> 

featuring by both showing non-fitting relations between experience and expectation as 

well as presenting a new worldview to her audience. 

The rhetorical method to be discussed first is Duniway's use of metaphors to 

describe the situation of women and the way the situation will be in the future. According 

to George Lakoff and Mark Johnson in their text. Metaphors We Live By. metaphors give 

us the ability to understand one concept in terms of another, or more specifically the 

authors found that "'metaphors allow us to understand one domain of experience in terms 

of another" (1980, p. 117). Not only do metaphors make use of experiences, but they are 

grounded in our "constant interaction with our physical and cultural environments" 

(Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 119). They are very much influenced by the life we have 

led and by the way that we are socialized. The authors argue that, 

what is real for an individual as a member of a culture is a product both of 
his social reality and of the way in which that shapes his [or her] 
experience of the physical world. Since much of our social reality is 
understood in metaphorical terms, and since our conception of the 
physical world is partly metaphorical, metaphor plays a very significant 
role in determining what is real for us. (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980. p. 146) 

Not only do metaphors help us literally come to terms w ith new experiences: they also 

define our reality. Lakoff and Johnson argue that metaphors play a rather large role in 

forming what we believe to be the truth about the world. The\ go on to say that not onh 

do we form reality with our metaphors; our actions are based on them. The> argue that 

••we draw inferences, set goals, make commitments, and execute plans, all on the basis of 
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how we in part structure our experience, consciously and unconsciously, by means of 

metaphor (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980, p. 158). According to Lakoff and Johnson, 

metaphors make up a huge portion of what we say, what we believe and what we will do. 

Metaphors are an intrinsic part of the way we think and the way we communicate. If we 

are ever to communicate successfully with people, a sense of shared experience is a 

necessary component. When we are talking to people who do not possess similar 

backgrounds, similar values, similar understandings, and similar knowledge, then the 

room for mutual understanding is small (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980. p. 231). Metaphors can 

help bridge the gap between people without the same experiences or knowledge. 

According to Lakoff and Johnson, a "metaphorical imagination is a cmcial skill in 

creating rapport and in communicating the nature of unshared experience" (1980, p. 231). 

Metaphors help bridge barriers that exist because of different socio-economic positions, 

different backgrounds, and different sets of knowledge. To reiterate, some of the main 

characteristics that Lakoff and Johnson attribute to metaphors is that they relate known 

experiences to unknovra experiences, they are based in the culture we are cultivated in, 

they make up our reality, and they can create a link between people who have different 

life experiences. 

There are several authors who would agree with the points Lakoff and Johnson 

make about the nature of metaphors. One author gives metaphors an •"emotional and 

compelling power" that contains ""potencies which literal statements do not have" 

(Stelzner, 1965. p. 60). Another author says that metaphors play a central role in the 

acquisition of knowledge and they 

increase what we can significantly say that is no\ el w ith the \ ocabular>' 
that we have. In the sense in which an extension of knowledge alwa>s 
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involves the assimilation of new insights to old. metaphor extends our 
knowledge. (Loewenberg, 1973, p. 44) 

Metaphors allow us to assimilate new things into our concept of reality by giving us a 

way to process new information. Without metaphors, without a way to compare new 

things to old things in order to understand them, the acquisifion of knowledge would be a 

difficult process, ft can be seen that through Duniway's use of metaphors she is trying to 

create a new understanding of reality for her audience. She uses metaphors to connect the 

things that they know, the life that they experience every day. to a life and a way of 

thinking that is unfamiliar to them. Metaphors are Duniway's bridge from the old wa> of 

seeing things to the new perception of reality she wants her audience to adopt. 

The next rhetorical method of Duniway's to be discussed is irony and sarcasm. 

The website Dictionary.com defines irony as 1 (a), "'the use of words to express 

something different from and often opposite to their literal meaning," 2 (a), '"incongmity 

between what might be expected and what actually occurs," quoting their source as the 

American Heritage dictionary of 2000 and as ""witty language used to convey insults or 

scom" with synonyms being sarcasm and satire from Princeton University (1997) 

("Irony," 2002). Author Wayne Booth in his book. The Rhetoric of Irony, comments that 

irony requires the reader to infer meanings that are not in the words or phrases 

themselves. Irony is formed in such a manner that the reader is required to process from 

what they know about the situation and the rhetor to understand what is realh going on. 

A good background knowledge of the rhetor is helpful when trying to understand his or 

her use of irony. Booth gives a method in order to understand irony w hen one reads it or 

hears it. The first step is to reject the literal meaning of the words, the second step is to 

try out altemafive explanations or interpretations of the words, the third step is to decide 
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what the reader knows about the author's knowledge or beliefs and the fourth step is to 

use that knowledge to choose a new meaning for information we are reading (Booth, 

1974, pp. 10-12). This method allows the listener or reader to make sense of what is 

really going on in a case where the author has used irony. Irony requires that the audience 

make sense of something that is not blatantly there, and Booth gives a method of making 

logical sense of something that is incongmous or not exactly straight forward. 

Booth argues that when you infer what the real meaning behind an author's use of 

irony is, that a decision about whether or not the author is using irony to expand or 

redefine terms, explicate or illuminate meanings, or to exhibit the writer's private 

sensibilities is made (Booth, 1974, p. 21). This is especially useful in Duniway's case 

because the argument here is that she is attempting to present a new worldview for her 

audience. Her use of irony presents the audience with this new way to do this. She offers 

a new worldview by showing her audience what the dominant view of reality believes 

about women and how these women really experience their world She uses irony to shun 

the current system and its supporters. 

Booth goes on to discuss the power inherent in using irony to prove a rhetor's 

point. He says irony is 

an aggressively intellectual exercise that fuses fact and values, requiring 
us to construct altemative hierarchies and choose among them; demands 
that we look down on other men's follies or sins; floods us with emotion-
charged value judgments which claim to be backed by the mind; accuses 
other men not only of wrong beliefs but of being wrong at their ven 
foundations and blind to what these foundations imph - all of this coupled 
with a kind of subtlety that cannot be deciphered or proved simply b> 
looking closely at the words. (Booth. 1974. p. 44) 

Irony has the power to generate an attention switch. It is capable of presenting a new 

vision for reality while at the same time casting doubt on the cuiTcnt situation. Another 
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author agrees with Booth about the properties of irony and its ability to subtlety alter the 

view of the current system. She says that ""irony is the intentional transmission of both 

information and evaluative attitude other than what is explicitly presented" (Hutcheon. 

1994. p. 11). This is where the use of sarcasm comes into the rhetorical method of irony. 

The author chooses to point out the inconsistencies in the system, which is the 

information, and at the same time chooses to present an attitude, or value statement, 

about the situation. Sarcasm is the attitude that is conveyed by Duniway. In her case. 

Duniway is ironically sarcastic about the feasibility of the current situation to actually 

protect and support women and she is sarcastic about the way the system and its 

supporters are treating her. She commits herself to the use of irony to point out this 

situation and conveys her derision for the system at the same time. 

This same author gives several characteristics of irony in that it can be used to 

convey many different things. Irony can be very cutting and judgmental. She says that its 

judgment (value) is seen as hostile and derogatory, it is connected with devaluation of the 

judged and it can be used as a weapon to break down the attitudes of others (Hutcheon. 

1994, p. 40). Just as Booth contends, the posifion of the attacked is derided through the 

use of irony. Irony has also been associated with speakers w ho use it conveying a 

superior attitude by the educated and upper crust of society (Hutcheon, 1994, p. 41). This 

can be beneficial in several ways. Irony can be used to distance the rhetor from 

something undesirable, perhaps something within the system, so that the rhetor's position 

comes across as superior. It also can include creating a new perspectix e, the perspecti\ e 

of the judger, from which inconsistencies can be shown within the current system and 

therefore seen differenth. This has consequences that can cause deep-seated effects. This 
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is because the ""habit of making or perceiving incongruities has an impressive tendency to 

broaden the view, leading to the perception of incongruities on a wider and wider scale" 

(Hutcheon, 1994, p. 50). 

Irony is an interesfing method a speaker can use to point out the inconsistencies in 

a system as well as conveying their opinion about those inconsistencies, ft is used to relay 

opinion and facts in the same breath. The fact that it does not come right out and hit the 

audience over the head with the point of view, but rather allows them to infer what the 

author means inserts some of the weight of enthymemes into the rhetoric. The audience is 

coming up on their own with the conclusions that the rhetor intends, which adds the 

aspect of self-persuasion to come into the picture. For an author who is trying to get his 

or her audience to understand and believe in a different conception of reality, irony is a 

strong choice with which to meet those ends. 

R05 

The fifth question wants to know specifically how the author uses rhetorical 

methods to present the new way of looking at reality. This new worldview can be seen by 

first examining Duniway's metaphors. Her four main categories of metaphors are nature 

and travel metaphors, metaphors dealing with suffrage, metaphors about men. and 

metaphors about women and their place in life. This section looks at Duniway's works in 

order to analyze her metaphors so that we can understand her version of reality and how 

she involves her audience in that reality in order to convince them to accept the new 

vision she provides them with and to motiA ate them to fight for women's suffrage. 
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Travel 

The first group of metaphors under consideration are those dealing with her 

travels and the things she experienced along the way. She used all sorts of creative 

metaphors in relating her travels to her audience. One of the qualities Lakoff and Johnson 

gave to metaphors is their ability to put things unknown in the context of things known. 

Chances are, much of Duniway's audience had never seen or done any of the things that 

she had done. She frequently rode on buckboards miles and miles across the country, 

took ships to different ports, and was more than willing to trade the wagon for the train 

when the line across the United States was finished. Most of the women she was talking 

to through her newspaper had likely never had the experiences she did in her travels. For 

instance, she described one of ships that was coming into port at the end of her journey as 

a "vessel that lies panting at the dock," calling forth images of a tired animal panting 

from over-exertion (Duniway, 2000, p. 101). This description of her voyage was given in 

response to a reader asking her for details of this kind of trip for the benefit of readers 

who had never experienced this sort of thing (Duniway, 2000, p. 98). She gives a 

metaphor about the boat experience in terms of something her audience could connect to, 

a tired animal panting. Not only would these metaphors benefit Duniwa> "s audience in 

connecting the unfamiliar to the familiar, but it would also help Duniwa> make sense of 

the new things she is seeing all the time. She describes a process of taking minerals out of 

the ground as a ""force that disembowels the complaining earth" (Duniwa>, 2000. p. 102). 

Metaphors are based in the culture we are raised in. and it would be eas\ to assume that 

anyone used to living a life on a fami, like Duniway was. would have had the experience 



of cleaning an animal, and therefore could easily come up with this metaphorical 

comparison relating the unfamiliar to the familiar. 

Duniway also had many excellent metaphors to describe nature along her paths of 

travel. She described Nebraska's plains by talking about the 

com fields that wave in the winds, wheat fields bow their million heads to 
the breezes, pastures are carpeted with luxuriant sward; the Platte River 
seems to lie flat upon the bosom of the plain, like a mammoth yellow 
muslin web laid out to bleach. (Duniway, 2000, p. 140) 

These metaphors make the experience real for herself and real for her audience. They 

connect new experiences for Duniway to things she knows and through her, Duniway's 

audience can experience the same things also placed within terms they can connect with. 

Women were not usually allowed to travel by themselves to places all over the nation like 

Duniway. Part of her altemative vision for the women of her time was to present to them 

a view of the world not on the farm. By providing her audience with a small glimpse of 

what life is like when they are not bound to their farm is a valuable tool that Duniway 

makes use of in her writings. This rewritten version of reality is based in things she 

knows in order to connect it to her audience while at the same time opening a new world 

of experience to them. 

Suffrage 

Another element of her world with which Duniway deals metaphorically is the 

issue of suffrage for women. She uses Biblical metaphors in order to discuss this process. 

She talks about how she and others who were listening to Susan B. Anthony speak were 

""spellbound and eager listeners to the glorious new gospel" (Duniwa>. 2000. p. 52). This 

is the first time she mentions speaking about suffrage as listening to the new gospel, but it 
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is a theme she repeats many times throughout her editorials (Duniway, 2000, pp. 55, 57, 

105, 161). She also describes the process of fighting for suffrage as '"our cause is 

marching on." bringing forth images of Christians marching onward, perhaps towards 

Zion, or Heaven, such as a the song written in 1707 by Isaac Watts suggests (Duniway. 

2000, p. 82). One last Biblical metaphor she uses in describing the cause of suffrage is 

when she describes fighting for the vote as ""preparing to take possession of their 

kingdom" (Duniway, 2000. p. 219). So through Duniway's metaphors we can see a great 

deal of Biblical influence. She claims the right to vote will be a new kingdom that they 

are marching towards and speeches dedicated to the cause as the new gospel. If 

metaphors are based in things we know, then this would hold true for Duniway's 

metaphors about the vote. She was raised reading the Bible and was familiar with the 

concepts therein. These came through in her metaphors, and would also have an impact 

on her audience. Women who were also likely to be raised Christian were reading her 

newspaper and hearing the new gospel and how the vote was part of a new kingdom that 

they were going to be able to take part in. It would also help bolster support, with the 

audience being told they were fighting for something as worthy as the gospel, as worthy 

as the tmth, even though the march was a long haul. The fighters for suffrage were ""tmth-

telling missionaries of human rights," and in the end it was worth it to be able to take a 

place in ""woman's kingdom" (Duniway, 2000. pp. 186, 219). Not even the hecklers in 

the ""cities of the Philistines." or in ""modem Sodom" were going to keep them from their 

cause (Duniway, 2000. p. 187). Duniway's updated reality for these women was of 

Biblical proportions. They were doing God's work and were going to inherit his kingdom 

because of it. Perhaps the dominant reality of the time would ha\e been more likeh to be 
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understood as ""wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the 

head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 

Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 

everything" (Ephesians 5:22-24). Being a good Christian for a lot of people was probabh 

defined as being a good wife and doing as your husband tells you to do. Being a good 

Christian and a good U.S. citizenfor Duniway was fighting for suffrage, fighfing for the 

new kingdom that was available to women because of the vote. Human rights now 

consisted of being able to vote and act socially, not just being obedient to your husband. 

Not only did Duniway argue for the cause in Biblical terms, but she used 

metaphors relating the cause of suffrage back to the formation of the United States. She 

describes Susan B. Anthony as "our feminine Patrick Henry" (Duniway, 2000, p. 54). 

She calls suffrage the only "safeguard of universal liberty" and the "great principle of 

human freedom" (Duniway, 2000, p. 54, 143). She claims that without the vote for 

women, that in Legislature, ""man's rights doctrine trembles on its tottering throne" 

(Duniway, 2000. p. 56). She argues that only the "aristocracy of sex" is keeping women 

from having the vote, and that they must ""go forth in the world's battle" to overcome it 

(Duniway. 2000, p. 174, 162). She says that the United States, the nation that had been 

"'bom in storms, baptized in tears, nursed by war and cradled in blood," will soon amend 

the Constitution so that ""all men" may be ""understood to include not only men, whether 

black or white, but all women as well" (Duniway. 2000. p. 215). 

Terms leading back to the Revolution in the United States, freedom. libert\, 

aristocracy, equalit\. battle, and Patrick Henry all were used b\ Duniwa\ to relate the 

fight for women's rights to the revolution that birthed the nation. She once again is using 
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a concept they were all familiar with, the histor> of the nation, and comparing it to 

experiences they were not familiar with, the fight for suffrage. Also again, not only do 

these metaphors relate new concepts to familiar ones, she gives credit to her cause by 

framing it in the same light as such a worthy cause of one hundred years before. No one 

would argue that the revolution was not a noble cause, and it would seem that Duniway 

made a clever move by linking her cause to that of the Revolution. The reality of the 

suffrage movement was transformed for the ladies from a wild notion that would take 

them away from their families and destroy womanhood into something that is on the 

same level and has the same consequences for the freedom of the United States and 

mankind as the Revolutionary War. The fight for suffrage was not a wild, unattainable 

goal, but rather a fight that has to be fought if the country is to remain free. This new way 

of looking at things gave the battle for suffrage new importance and gravity. 

Men 

As seen, Duniway has several metaphors describing the suffrage movement. She 

also has several she uses to share her opinion of men. She has no tolerance for men who 

are against her cause. She has quite a few comments to make about Horace Greely, an 

editor of the New York Tribune who was a staunch defender of human rights and who 

Duniway respected greatly because she thought he would be in support of suffrage for 

women. He tumed out to be quite different than she had imagined when she finally met 

him in person. She went to his office to interview him for her new spaper, but was tumed 

away time and again. When she finally did meet him. she described him as a ""sage hen 

who was scratching away on a piece of paper" in an effort to look bus> but there was 
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nothing there to convince Duniway that ""the marks he was making were other than 

necessary efforts to discover chicken feed" (Duniway, 2000. p. 72). She calls him a man 

who might have been more worthy in his younger days, when his life had "not been 

encrusted with the craft of political demoralizafion" (Duniway, 2000, p. 74). She does not 

have a lot of nice things to say about men period, especially ones who are not white. She 

constantly comments about the ""heathen Chinese" and the Indian who is "'at best a wild 

animal less susceptible of being tamed than the white man's horse or dog" (Duniway, 

2000, pp. 104. 123). These metaphors seem plausible because of the time period she was 

in, and the fact that all men have the vote, regardless if they are heathen or wild, even 

while her middle class, mostly white, readership was not given the privilege. Duniway 

subscribed to the same belief system as Anthony and Stanton, also not appreciating the 

fact that men who could not read nor write were allowed to vote under the 15 

Amendment and women who were capable of that and more were still denied. 

Even men who are not white and who have no known problem with suffrage are 

not immune from Duniway's ire. She comments on army men who have "airs of pigmy 

superiority" and she calls a man who stayed with her family when she was little a ""milk 

and water specimen" of manhood (Duniway, 2000, pp. 99, 45). If Lakoff and Johnson are 

right, then perhaps her connection to and disdain for men whom she does not know come 

from her experience with the men she does know. 

Duniway saves her metaphors for the men she meets that she does not like, not 

using any particular metaphors to describe those that aid her in her cause. If metaphors do 

play a large role in forming what we believe to be the truth about the world, then perhaps 

Duniway uses metaphors to describe hateful men she meets because she has more 
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profound experiences with this portion of men more often than she has remarkable 

experiences with men who want to aid her in her cause. She constantly reports on men in 

her newspaper who threw her out of their homes when their wives would have offered 

shelter, men who egged her when she was speaking for her cause and men who abused 

their wives in more ways than one. This negafive side of men is real for her; she is 

fighting for the right to vote for herself and legions of other women so that they will have 

a legal way to deal with men and a system that are not just and fair towards women. Her 

version of reality conceming men is portrayed through her metaphors. These metaphors 

not only seek to out the men who will not aid her in her efforts, they also serve to make 

fun of men, perhaps leading women not to take them so seriously. Men were something 

for women to be afraid of, something for them to obey and revere at all times. Duniway 

refused to buy into these notions. She knew that men were fallible and she never resisted 

the chance to poke fun at them if they were not helping her in her cause. This was 

probably something many women would never contemplate doing. They were often 

cowed and abused by their husbands and making fun of men for not going along with 

their plans was something that probably had not crossed their minds. Duniway debunked 

some of the myth and reverence surrounding men. Women were presented with a new 

way of looking at men and a few more rights in the realm of thinking. 

Women's Place in the System 

The last category to be considered is the metaphors Duniway poses about women 

and their place in the world. She has many metaphors for the work that women are forced 

to do. The metaphors in the newspaper are ver>- harsh when it comes to dealing w ith the 
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notion of a woman's place in the home. Duniway makes many references to the task of 

washing clothing; she says that many women have been "crucified by the washtub" and 

that by working excessively at laundry a woman is "'sowing the seed for her ovm and her 

offspring's premature decay" (2000, p. 43). Duniway responds to a reader's quesfion 

about a problem with cooking, saying she does not have her "cooking harness" on, but 

she remembers being in that situation and she instructs her reader to let the man fix the 

problem and then cook the meal for himself (Duniway, 2000, p. 80). She talks about the 

art of making patchwork quilts in the same manner as she describes washing, saying 

women who are extremely intelligent have "cmcified it all on the altar of patchwork" 

(Duniway, 2000, p. 47). She calls women an "overworked machine" which breaks down 

occasionally because of the many demands upon it. She says "eight rat-tailed, ewe-

necked mules, with spindle legs and shaggy coats and overgrown joints" remind her of 

mothers who foolishly "imagine that they have all the rights they want" (Duniway, 2000, 

p. 124). Duniway is not very proud of the life women are being subjected to. Metaphors 

shape our review of reality and influence our actions. The metaphors Duniway uses are 

the current reality she sees for women. She does believe that women are being slowly 

worked to death because of cooking and cleaning and general ovemse. This is the 

unfortunate reality that she believes is dominant where women are concemed. It is \er>' 

likely that many women could connect with the situations she describes and the feelings 

she links to the plight of women. Her actions are spurred on by this dim viev\ of the 

current situation, she wants to change the this situation, and her actions prove this. Also, 

talking about the situation of women in these terms, making connections to their situation 

to unpleasant concepts creates a new wa> of seeing things for her audience. Man>' oi' 
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these women probably saw housework and all of the things they did for their famil> as 

their duty, as very normal. Duniway changed this concept for her readers as part of her 

creation of the attention switch. No longer were chores and backbreaking work being 

posited as normal for her audience, but rather they were something forced upon women 

that would lead to their untimely death. 

This vision of reality is why Duniway works so hard to identify with her readers 

and change their outlook on their situafion. She does this through her metaphors. By 

allowing them to see the world beyond their farms, she is relating them to her new 

experiences through shared experiences. Her readers are traveling along with her, getting 

to see for themselves the world beyond their farms and their situations in terms they can 

understand. By getting them motivated through metaphors comparing religion and the 

United States Revolution to that of the fight for women's suffrage she is giving women 

the impetus to fight. Not only are they in a battle for their rights, but this battle is 

equivalent to that of the American Revolution and the march towards Heaven. This fight 

for women's suffrage, often disparaged by men and women alike, was being put on the 

same level as monumental wars and books. To Duniway, the current reality of women is 

not pleasant, and through her metaphors she can bond with her audience b> bridging 

those gaps created by different experiences and knowledge and create common 

experiences and common goals for which everyone can work. Duniway creates a new 

vision of reality for her audience. All of the pieces necessary for an attention switch to 

occur are present in the suffrage movement and in Duniway's writings. Brown argues 

that for an attention shift to occur requires ""(1) at least two pattems or interpreti\ e 

"templates' always be potentially involved in our sizing up of a situation: (2) each pattern 
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itself be capable of rendering the situation coherent; and (3) movement from one to 

another- with a consequent reconstituting of the situation- be necessary before a "switch-

will have occurred" (Brown, 1982, p. 18). Duniway gives her audience a second template 

with which to view the world, the new template is more than capable of explaining the 

situation and a movement from one template to the other did eventually occur when 

women were granted the vote. The fight to eam the attention switch, to make the 

suffragist's reality the dominant one. occurred by talking about it and using rhetoric to 

inspire women and to let them know that a new vision was possible and highly necessary. 

The metaphors Duniway shares with her audience are her vision of reality, and the 

experiences she tries to share with her audience are in order to give them the same system 

of beliefs. She would like them to realize the amazing world that lies right beyond their 

doorstep, and the possibilities available to women if only they would be willing to fight 

in the battle known as women's suffrage. She wants to change the dominant reality they 

are living with, and she uses metaphors to do so. A common cliche holds that knowing is 

half the battle, and if her audience does not know the situation she sees them in. and the 

great possibilifies she sees for them, then half of her battle for women's suffrage can 

never be won. If her audience never knows of the new vision she sees for them, then they 

can never fight for it and it will never occur. Duniway's metaphors impart this knowledge 

to her audience and ask them to help create social change based on this new vision for the 

system. 

Lakoff and Johnson argue that our metaphors create an understanding of our 

reality and can incite action. This section has demonstrated how metaphors can also ask 

an audience, through the medium of a newspaper, to accept a writer's realit) and to be 
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inspired to action based on her vision. Not only do metaphors mean something to the 

person who creates them, but they can inspire action and beliefs in the receivers of these 

metaphors. As demonstrated before, newspapers served an amazing fiinction in the 

women's suffrage movement. As demonstrated in this analysis, the techniques, or the 

way in which these newspapers connect with the audience, are capable of having a vast 

impact on the audience's recepfion of them. Metaphors are one of the most basic ways 

we communicate, and they are an excellent tool to disseminate knowledge and 

information in order to inform and persuade an audience to understand and act on the 

same things the speaker does. 

Irony 

Duniway also makes use of irony and sarcasm to make her point in her newspaper 

editorials. Irony is used to point out the differences between the reality of women as 

Duniway sees it and society's posifion on women. It is also used to describe the men she 

meets on her travels as she constantly uses sarcasm to point out their foibles and make 

readers aware that men are very fallible. She also uses sarcastic irony to relate tales of her 

experiences and the furmy things that happen to her along the way. 

Women's Plight 

Duniway tells stories about the plight of women and the horrible experiences 

some of them go through. She does this using a great deal of irony in a sarcastic manner. 

This sarcasm is used to point out the differences between the real situation of women and 

the popular theories on how women are treated in society. She says ""we saw an old 
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negress, the mother of twenty-three children, a hideous monster of mein [sic] sufficient to 

convert Darwin himself to a life long adherence to his own theories. Twenty-three 

children! to nurse through measles, whooping cough, mumps, scarlet fever, rash, 

teething, weaning, jaundice, dysentery! No wonder she's insane (Duniway, 2000, p. 48). 

Duniway is obviously shocked by the number of children the woman had, but was not the 

least bit surprised that she was insane because of the stressful life Duniway attributes to 

the raising of so many offspring. Child bearing and rearing was supposed to be a normal 

process women were glad to go through, but Duniway uses sarcasm to point out how the 

""normal" duties of a woman actually can make them very abnormal later on in their lives. 

She sees the irony in a situation which is totally different in reality than it is supposed to 

be in the dominant concept of normality and she shares this with her audience. 

Duniway later presents this again when she talks about a female whose husband 

"'abducted" her at the age of 14 and married her. She claims that this early marriage was 

to blame for the woman's subsequent fall into the arms of prostitution and the ruin of her 

life and her children's who have no mother now. She blames the husband for her fall, 

claiming that the woman who was supposedly honored and protected by her husband was 

really driven into prostitution by him (Duniway, 2000, p. 117). Duniway typically blamed 

the husband or the males in the family for the maladies that fell upon the women. 

Duniway herself suffered from back trouble and she blamed this on her dad for making 

her do hours and hours of backbreaking work when she was just a young girl. 

Duniway also discusses a case where a woman was on trial because she killed her 

husband. She says that he was a ""monster whom for his treatment of w omen, should ha\ e 

been slain b> a woman" and that a man who had done the same thing had been ""allowed 
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liberty preceding his trial and a quick decision in his favor" (Duniway, 2000, 171). The 

woman who was on trial was waiting in a dark and dirty cell and had very little in the 

way of privacy. She was surely to be convicted of the murder of a man who Duniway 

sarcastically says deserved to be killed by a woman. The situations were the same for 

both the man and the woman. The man was set free, but Duniway had every conviction 

that the woman would be sitting in jail for the rest of her life. Women were supposed to 

be treated with respect and love as the weaker sex, but in this case the woman was 

receiving the harsher punishment for the same crime. The contradictions between the way 

the two sexes were treated was emphasized for Duniway by this woman's plight and she 

uses her ironic observations of the situation to point out the anomalies in the popular 

conceptions of how men were supposed to treat women and how it really happened in 

this woman's life. Duniway actively uses irony to attack the opposition's belief system. 

As Booth and Hutcheon agree, irony has its edges, and Duniway is not afraid to be sharp 

with her sarcastic criticism. 

Duniway consistently points out the dangerous anomalies in the system, the 

shameful differences between the reality of the women and the dominant beliefs about 

them. Brown refers to this as anomaly-featuring, where the rhetor shows non-fitting 

relations between the expectancies and the experiences of one group in a system. 

Duniway uses irony to bring to light these differences for women. 

Not only were women treated shabbily by the court system, Duniway also denies 

that they were actually supported by the men to which they were married. She discusses 

the situation in one town that she visited where fami families w ould come into town to 

buy all the things they needed for their farms like carpet, tubs, candle molds, chums. 
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stamps and material. She says all of these things were exchanged for ""eggs, butter, socks, 

rag carpets and chickens," and that this trade "gives flattest contradiction possible to the 

silly assumption of men that such women are supported and protected by anybody, not 

even excepting their own scantily attired and shmnken-visaged selves" (Duniway, 2000, 

p. 173). She once again points to the contradiction between the expected experience of 

women and their reality. She uses heavy sarcasm to bring to light the difference between 

assumed roles and reality. Duniway often told stories of women and their plight by 

sardonically relating the events in order to feature anomalies in the system. 

Irony and Men 

Just as it was demonstrated through Duniway's metaphors, Duniway had no 

patience with men who were against her cause. This second category of Duniway's use of 

irony deals with men. She was more than willing to direct a acerbic comment towards a 

man. At one point. Duniway comes right out and acknowledges her use of scom towards 

men. She is discussing men at a temperance convention when she says that she is glad 

that this meeting was not a suffrage meeting because ""if it had been women who were 

thus unruly, no power on earth could have prevent our brethren from believing that "the 

sex' were by nature too combative to be tmsted with any govemmental responsibility 

(Two or three men never try to talk at once, you know)." and then she goes on to 

comment that the clause in parentheses was ""meant to be whispered in your ear; if we 

should say such a thing out loud, somebody that attended that Convention would believe 

it to be sarcasm. We'd regret that" (Duniwa}, 2000. p. 63). Once again Duniway is 

pointing out the new wa\ of thinking she would like her audience to adopt. She contends 
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women 

women can 

that women can do the same things that men do, and she often points out that 

would probably not do them as loudly or as badly as men. She believes that 

succeed in politics and all that it entails, without disturbing their womanhood in any way. 

Throughout her essays Duniway frequently describes men she does not care for in 

a derisive manner as her disrespect for some men in her society was something she was 

more than willing to share with her audience. Author Hutcheon says that irony can be 

used to create distance or convey superiority between oneself and a part of the system. 

Duniway does use her sarcasm to create this distance and to cast her beliefs about women 

in a more positive light than the men she is discussing. She often writes about the 

Mormons she meets in her travels across the country and in one particular instance she 

claims to have seen "Darwin's missing link" as she calls him a "'monkey-ish-looking 

Saint, with a number of wives" (Duniway. 2000, p. 138). Duniway does not have much 

patience for the Mormons and the plight of women who are forced to serve a husband and 

a religion where she gets little respect as a wife of a man who has many. Duniway is 

exposing the reality as she sees it that is present in this religion to an audience of mostly 

Oregonians who might have never had this type of experience. At the same time she is 

letting her audience know of the respect and power she thinks women deserve under the 

law. These two contradicting beliefs are shared well through her use of irony. 

The Opposition 

Duniway also refuses to let any of the men who plague her on her travels across 

the nation bother her too much. She often makes fun of their attempts to put her down. 

She once says of the men who ripped up her advertising posters and then discussed her 
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visit negatively in the town newspaper, "we thank these weak-minded chanficleers for 

their left-handed compliments, for they have served us in lieu of much advertising, and 

insured added success to our forthcoming labors" (Duniway, 2000, p. 174). Duniway, at 

the same time, laughs at the men who would bring her down and paints their actions in a 

different light than what they intended. Her use of contradictions allows her to put a 

distance between herself and the actions of the men who oppose her. 

Duniway's worldview is not one allows her to bow to men or lets them deter her 

from her self-imposed duty. One of the main arguments that men used against women 

who were tempted to get involved in the suffrage movement in public was the often 

unfavorable perception society would have of them. The anti-suffragists made claims 

about the character of suffragists and made references to their home lives in a negative 

way if they decided to protest publicly against the current status of women. For instance, 

Duniway's own sons took particular offense when someone published a defamatory essay 

in their newspaper about Duniway. They went to the man's house and beat him with a 

cane. Another editor said that her misbehaving children was caused because they were 

brought up on cow's milk instead of their momma's because she was out of the house so 

often and that this was another reason to deny women the vote. Duniway once again 

responds sarcastically and says that if her sons are what cow's milk tums out, then she is 

entirely grateful to the cow (Duniway, 2000, p. 217). This public slandering was a 

common thing to do to women who were fighting publicly for suffrage. Duniwa\ used 

her tongue lashing in order to deal with those people who would criticize her and her 

cause. Booth argues that irony can be used to make the opposition feel blatantly wrong 

about their point of view, its used to break down their belief system. Duniwa> attempts to 
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make these men aware of how inane she feels their point of view is about her actions or 

her sons'. Their beliefs never direcfly affects her in public, she uses her sharp tongue and 

sarcastic observations about the men who slander her name in order to break them down 

and not give them any credence. 

Duniway handles all of these jabs with aplomb and sarcasm throughout her 

editorials. She presents an interesfing way of handling the public maligning of a woman 

suffragist's character for her audience. She strives not to be affected by what other people 

say, she is never deterred from her cause by what is thought about her, and her audience 

can see this in her writings. She teaches them through her editorials not to be worried 

about what people think, that in the end it will not matter, because women will have the 

vote some day. She says this specifically about a man in her paper who reftased to sell her 

a ticket on his ship because she was a woman traveling alone. She said that she will not 

worry about it because some day women will have the vote and things like that will be 

changed (Duniway, 2000, p. 67). Duniway uses every chance she gets to make sure that 

the men who oppose her know that their system of thinking will soon give way to 

something better, perhaps something without so many contradictions where the lives of 

women are concemed. 

Laughing at Herself 

Duniway also reports her own activities and the humorous elements of her trips 

with a sarcastic and humorous bent. She discusses one event where she was hit in the 

head by an egg from an anti-suffragist, whom she typically calls man's rights supporters. 

She makes light of this event and says she was saved a trip to the shampooer because the 
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egg hit her on the scalp (Duniway, 2000, p. 185). She once again refuses to let her 

opposers get her down. She also relates elements of her day and her trips to various 

places to her audience using humor. She discusses the fact that the city water system 

consistently pumps out with snails in it. She jokes about the city providing snails for 

sustenance and that she is afraid that they might even try to charge for that. She half-

seriously comments about not even her Chinese servant wanting to eat the snails. 

Duniway makes good use of irony to talk about the things that happen to her in daily life. 

Duniway is not afraid to make light of the things that happen to her on the trips she takes, 

for instance, she is more than willing to share with her audience the stories of her falling 

down in the mud when she was in a hurry to get to the next station for her conveyance to 

the her next town (Duniway. 2000. p. 152). She jokes about using The Oregonian, the 

main newspaper in Portland, for a bustle when one of her readers asked about which kind 

was the most effective. The newspaper was edited by her brother whom disagreed with 

her about the question of suffrage. She was always willing to take a jab at the newspaper 

and the views it supported if the opportunity presented itself 

Duniway uses humor and sarcasm throughout her newspaper. She relates things 

that happen to her in her life and travels to her audience using sarcasm to make light of 

sometimes awkward situations and in doing so increasing the distance between herself 

and the impact any of these often discouraging things can ha\e on her desire to continue 

her work with the cause. She makes mocking comments about men when they refuse to 

support her and she uses sarcasm to highlight the differences between reality and 

expectancies in the lives of women. The use of irony provides Duniway with several 

ways to perpetuate her attention switch. She uses it to point out the anomalies present in 
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the current situation as well as present a new way of thinking about the system, like a 

new way of contemplating men and their roles in the lives of women. She also uses it to 

make light of a situations that she finds herself in that many women would probably not 

envy. She gets publicly defamed in the towns she visits and she has some pretty harsh 

experiences during her travels from place to place but she handles them all with a sense 

of humor that allows her to deal well with the troubles she experiences. 

The Oxford Companion to the English Language makes the claim that sarcasm 

can be used by people in authority to maintain and mark that authority. Duniway seems to 

do the same, she holds on to her position as a suffrage leader through the use of sarcasm. 

She does not let all of the negative people and experiences she goes through alter her 

commitment to suffrage or lower her self-esteem. She does not publicly get upset about 

the terrible things that happen to her, instead she uses sarcasm and irony to deal with it 

and maintain her position. 

R06 

Research question six asks if the attenfion switch is epistemological, ontological 

or axiological in nature. A strong case can be made that this switch is mosth 

epistemological in nature. A pragmatic concepfion of epistemology suggests that in our 

society, in the ways that we know about things, there are many different models of 

knowing present in a system at any given time. Because of this, we ""live with 

contradictory models that explain portions of the system instead of the whole thing. 

Therefore, we must accept the parallel existence of different models, even though they 

may seem contradictor). The model which is to be chosen depends on the problems that 



are to be sohed" ("Epistemology," 2002). Duniway is seeking to alter the model with 

which her audience uses to view the world. She sees problems within her system that she 

believes can be fixed using a new way of thinking about the women and their place in the 

system. She is seeking an attention switch from one dominant mode of thinking to 

another. 

R07 

The last question Brown asks the scholar to answer when using the rhetoric of 

intervention is how are needs and power affected by the attention shift? He asks how 

these things are conceptualized by the new mode of thinking created by the rhetor. Also 

needing an answer is why would these women, the orators of the suffrage movement 

ideology, best be studied focusing on the concept of attention shift as opposed to need or 

power. Both of these elements, need and power, are present in Duniway's writing, but 

they are not the main focus. She believes that women need the right to vote, that their 

situation is in need of a change or women will eventually work themselves to death for 

their husbands. She believes that these needs can be solved by suffrage. She frames this 

discussion on terms of how women are currently situated, she discusses all of the 

hardships they face because of their expected role in the system. Duniway seeks to 

change the view of these roles and thereby change the way women are treated. The needs 

of women that she believes are present in the current society can be solved if the s>stem 

begins to think of women in a new way, if they begin to see them as people instead of 

property. Her rhetoric is aimed at changing people's minds first so that the situation of 

women can be changed next. 
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Duniwa> does not directly talk about the power changes that will occur when 

giving women the vote. She does not say that women will be powerftil and be able to 

make threatening decisions with their vote that will overturn the system completeh. 

Instead, she once again aims at switching people's perceptions of women in order to 

balance out the power in the system. If the system continues to stand as it is, men will 

continue to hold all of the power, women will not be represented in the courts, in the 

church, or in any other official system. Duniway also has a rather dark view of the life of 

women at home, where they are supposed to be protected and honored but are rather 

often worked like a horse. She talks about all of the things that are wrong with women's 

lives in the same breath that she talks about the need for women to have the vote. She 

implies that by fixing the vote, the power imbalances will be adjusted also. Power and 

need for Duniway are not concepts she comes right out and hammers her audience with. 

She works on presenting a new way to view women as a means by which to achieve the 

vote for women. She believes that when this happens, women share in the power that will 

allow them to fix the needs in their lives that the current system creates. The power 

shares in the system that Duniway wants to see are going to be shared, are going to be 

mixed. She does not argue that women will take power away from men. She disagreed 

with the temperance movement for this very reason, because they sought to take awa\ 

something from men. She felt that fighting a group of people who had the power was not 

very successful in achieving that end. Duniway focused on presenting a new wa> of 

thinking about women for her audience in order to achieve the power to fix their needs. 

Coming right out and saying that women are fighting for power through suffrage 

would not have gone over as well as presenting several practical and \ en persuasive 
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ways of thinking that would lead readers to think that they needed the vote for 

themselves. Instead of asking outright for the vote, she makes a very compelling case for 

it being the Biblical and American thing to do to liberate women in their everyday lives. 

She is granting women a better life at home and in society, a way to make changes that 

would be for the betterment of society and not just for a selfish desire for power. 

Conclusion 

Duniway used the same tactics as the suffragists nationwide. When the suffragists 

made a case for the vote on a national level they talked about all the good things that 

giving women the vote would bring to the political system. They discussed the gentle 

nature of women and their ability to outvote an undesirable population of men that 

already had the vote. They did not ask for the vote in terms of the power and prestige it 

would give them, but rather for the good that it would do the country. The biggest fear 

many men had of women gaining the vote was that it would put too much power in 

women's hands and that they would vote as a block for things like prohibition. As stated 

before. Duniway saw shades of this herself, and split with Anthony and Stanton on the 

position of supporting prohibition. She did not support something that would bring the 

power issue into the realm of reasoning for women receiving the vote. On a nafional 

level, the needs of the nation were taken into consideration as opposed to the needs of 

women. The need for a pure and clean voting system free of minorities and other 

undesirables were the main needs that suffragists espoused in order to be more persuasix e 

to those who had the power to give women the vote. In the end. women eamed the vote 

because they focused on the needs of the nation and not the power aspect for themseh es. 
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They changed the way that the nation saw women and their ability to impact the \'ote. 

Women were not going to take over the political system and change the entire way things 

there done, but rather they were going to use their feminine powers to make it better. 

Switching the way women were thought about and their ability to and the need for them 

to participate in the vote through an attention shift was the most effective way these 

women could make the case for the vote for themselves. 

Not in any direct way did women see any power come out of the vote. They 

received the vote and were allowed an official presence in the political arena, but they did 

not overhaul the patriarchal system of which the vote supported. The vote had an 

immediate impact upon the way that voting was conducted as polling places moved from 

saloons and barber shops to schools and churches and many states soon allowed women 

to serve on juries and some passed protective laws for women. However, in the long mn. 

the vote for women did not have an overwhelming impact on the political system. 

Historian Woloch says that 

not only did women in general vote in smaller proportions than men, but 
they voted the same way as male relatives . . . unable to affect the outcome 
of elecfions, women never rallied behind "women's issues" - any more 
than they rallied behind women candidates, of whom there were few . . . as 
politicians soon realized, there would be no great influx of women 
candidates or officeholders. Women did not seem to share poUtical goals, 
they were unable to demand an array of reforms, and they voted as 
individuals, not as a bloc... the ""woman's vote" does not exist. (Woloch, 
2000, p. 362) 

Rather than a path to power, the vote became the first step for women to be taken as true 

citizens as opposed to second-hand citizens. Rhetors like Duniway hoped that this change 

in perception of women would result in greater change throughout society. The \ote 

helped women achieve a new way of thinking about themseh es, and in the \ears to 
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come, the social consequences of this slowly appeared as women used their newly found 

citizen hood to fight for things that affected their lives. 

The suffragists concentrated on presenting a new reality for their audience, 

seeking to prove that women could still exist much in the same realms that they had 

before. These women did not want more power, they did not want to take away power 

from the men and give it to the women, they just wanted to have a share in the power that 

was already available. They wanted to create an existence in the realm of men where the 

vote is concemed. However, this was a huge switch in attention in how women were 

talked about. Women were now part of the system as people instead of property. These 

women worked for over 70 years attempting to change the situation of women so that 

they could be considered an active part of the system instead of a passive part, as 

objectors as opposed to objects. This was finally officially accomplished through the 

realization of the vote and rhetoric was the main tool that these women used to make this 

happen. When they began framing themselves in a new light, when they began talking 

about themselves differently, was when they were finally seen in the eyes of the law 

differently. This task was not accomplished ovemight as we have seen, but rather it took 

thousands of determined women and 7 decades to accomplish a feat that was the start of 

many further changes in women's lives. Even though the women's movement effectually 

died after they accomplished the vote, this was the beginning of what was to come mam 

years later after the effects of the Great Depression and World War II were shaken off 

Abigail Scott Duniway is a good representafix e of what was going on in the 

national suffrage movement scene because she perpetuated the same beliefs that 

eventually got women the vote on a national level. Her desire to change the population's 
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opinion about women in order to eventually effect the way the laws treated them was the 

way that the vote was achieved on the national level. The emphasis was not on obtaining 

power for women or fulfilling the needs of women, but rather it was on women being 

able to take part in the power that was already there in order to ftilfill the needs of the 

system at the time. These suffragists, including Duniway, did not argue that women 

needed to exist in a different sphere than they already did, they just argued that they 

could also exist in a sphere, and were needed by a sphere, that was already in existence, 

the political system. The vote for suffragists was not seen as a pathway to power and an 

abandonment of their already assigned duties, but instead it was seen as a chance to make 

the system better and perhaps also make their own lives better in the process. 

Another element in the fight to create a niche in the system for women without 

really overhauling the system was the suffrage movement's treatment of minorities 

throughout the process of fighting for the vote. The vote was fought for by wealthy to 

upper middle class women and was intended for their use. They did not seek to change 

the lives of minority women, and did their best to shut them out of the vote-seeking 

process. As discussed before, racism was a solid part of the Progressive Movement under 

which the suffragists found a friend politically in their quest to eam the vote. Suffragists 

were ""indignant that black men were enfranchised aliead of them and angry at the ease 

with which immigrant men were enfranchised and drifted away from insistence upon 

universal suffrage and increasingly employed racist and nativist rhetoric and tactics" 

("Women," 2002, ^2). For instance, this way of thinking was particularly used to appeal 

to Southem women who were leery of the link between suffrage and the abolition 

movement. The new argument became that the women in the South could use their \ ote 
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to override any effects that the African-American vote had on the political system. 

Despite all of these contrary efforts, African-American women such as Caroline Remond 

Putman and Josephine St. Pierre Ruffin argued that they needed the vote the most as 

vicfims of both racism and sexism. Racism was a large part of the suffrage movement, 

largely because of the time period under which it became the most successful in their 

attempt to appeal to the audience they were most popular with, white, middle class 

women. 

Duniway, through her use of metaphors and irony, sought to help her audience 

understand women in a new light. She wanted to make her audience aware of how much 

change was needed for the current system to survive, for women to survive. None of the 

dominant suffragists were interested in a complete overhaul of the system, but rather a 

subtle change of the way women were thought about. When this came to life, the vote 

would be a natural consequence and from there, the system would be upgraded so that 

women could be seen legally as people instead of property. 
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