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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION: EXPLAINING THE PROJECT 

A lot of preparation goes into a weeklong program to 

reach children with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This is 

especially true if the children live in Kitale, Kenya, and 

if the teachers come from the United States. This past 

summer I had the opportunity to go not only to Africa but 

also to prepare and perform a weeklong study of God's word 

with African children of all ages. This experience is the 

basis for my thesis: how to prepare and perform a weeklong 

study of God's word (a "vacation Bible school") with 

African children of all ages. 

The Nature of the Project 

In January of 1996, a team of twelve college students 

started planning a curriculum consisting of dramas, skits, 

songs, testimonies, activities, and lessons by means of 

which the gospel of Jesus Christ would be shared. The 

event would take place that summer from May 2 6th to June 

16th, 1996, in the town of Kitale, Kenya, in East Africa. 

It would include school. Christian Union meetings, Bible 

studies, church Sunday schools, and street ministry. 



(A Christian Union is an organization that meets after 

school for students to fellowship with other believers.) 

Starting in January, the team of twelve, including 

myself, met once a week for an hour and a half at the 

Wesley Foundation in Lubbock, Texas, to get to know one 

another and to accumulate materials and supplies which 

would be used in Africa. We looked through children's 

activity books and old curricula, prayed, and studied God's 

word to lay a foundation on which we would build our 

mission. 

We talked to many Kenyans now living in America, who 

told about Kenya from their own experiences of growing up. 

We learned enough conversational Swahili to get us by in a 

foreign country and also some Swahili songs. After 

learning some about Kenyan culture, we felt prepared enough 

for what we were doing to start planning the curriculum we 

would use. 

In order to understand the importance of our project, 

one must understand a little about our backgrounds and the 

importance that the knowledge of Jesus as Savior has had in 

each of our lives. 

Children in Africa struggle in some of the same ways 

as children in the United States. The main struggle is 

peer pressure. I believe it is the same in all countries. 



Wherever there are young people, there is peer pressure. 

It can be difficult for a child to do what is right 

according to the Bible. Society often opposes biblical 

truth, and pressure from friends to do wrong can be 

overwhelming. 

Each one of the twelve students on this trip had at 

one time come to a point in life where he/she had to make a 

choice. They had to choose whether to continue living a 

life that society accepts as satisfactory (i.e., drugs, 

sex, materialism, etc.) or to live a life based on what 

Christ says is satisfactory living: denying self, loving 

others, and following Christ. 

These twelve students, myself included, were brought 

together not by chance or by the luck of the draw. Rather 

we all had one common interest and goal in mind: to share 

what the Lord had done for us in each of our individual 

lives and to follow the mandate of Christ in Matthew 18-20: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
Me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey 
everything I command you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age. (Life Application 
Bible, New International Version) 

In our preparation, we agreed that in order to 

communicate and relate to Kenyan children, we would need to 

learn about their culture and language. We researched 



articles, books, newspapers and information already 

collected by students who had previously been to Kenya, 

specifically the town of Kitale. 

The Organization of the Thesis 

In Chapter II, I explain the things we learned about 

the Kenyan Culture to prepare us for our travel there. In 

Chapter III, I proceed to explain how we adapted the 

Christian Gospel to the Kenyan Youth. In Chapter IV, I 

include information such as Lesson Plans, Songs, Drama's 

and Explanations. This is the information we used to adapt 

the Christian Gospel to the Kenyan Youth. And, finally, in 

Chapter V, I conclude with an evaluation of how well I 

thought the project accomplished it's purpose. 



CHAPTER II 

LEARNING ABOUT KENYAN CULTURE 

We gathered some facts on Kenya to help us explain God 

to the Kenyan people in a way that they would understand 

and also that would relate to their life and the world 

around them. Population, government, education, religion, 

ethnic groups, employment and cost of living are all topics 

we researched. 

Kenya's total area is 224,081 square miles. The 

population of Kenya is 31,806,000, as of 1996. Over half 

of that number are children under the age of 15 years old. 

The birth rate from 1990-95 was 44,000 babies per year, and 

the death rate was 11,000 people per year. The life 

expectancy for males is 54.2 and for females it is 57.3. 

(The Europa World Year Book, 1998) 

From learning that the percentage of children in 

Kenya's population is so high and that the environment in 

which these children live is so influential, we knew that 

peer pressure was a serious problem. We also realized the 

need to stress being an individual with your own beliefs 

and not a follower of others' beliefs and lifestyles. 



The government of modern Kenya was formed in 194 4 with 

its first significant African nationalist organization, the 

Kenya African Union. Kenya won its independence on Dec 12, 

1963, from the British, who had controlled it since the 

19th century. Later, in 1964, Jomo Kenyatta was elected as 

the first president of Kenya. He was originally part of 

the Kenya Africa Union. The current president is Daniel 

Arap Moi, who was Kenyatta's vice president and who has now 

been in power for seventeen years. (The Europa World Year 

Book, 1998) 

Kenyans were under British rule for so long that when 

they received their independence, they struggled to claim 

identity for themselves. They also had to find a way to 

support themselves and their families with a trade of some 

kind rather than the support of the British for whom they 

had worked. 

The education in Kenya for the first twelve years was, 

and still is, compulsory. The government provides the 

schools with what they need. (The Europa World Year Book, 

1998) About two-thirds of African school age children go 

to school. At the primary level, about 77 percent attend, 

but at the secondary level, only about 13 percent are 

enrolled. 



The village school is generally simply constructed 

with one or two long buildings; often they are partitioned 

into several rooms. There are some benches and blackboards, 

but books are difficult to obtain. The teachers use the 

books, and the students have their notebooks in which to 

copy the information they need. The children carry their 

school materials to the headmaster's house to be locked up 

at the end of the day because of insufficient locks on the 

school buildings. 

Children begin school at age six. They complete eight 

years of primary education and four years of secondary 

education, much as we do here in America. In 1992 there 

were 5,554,977 children enrolled in primary school, and 

629,062 children enrolled in secondary school. There are 

four universities in Kenya. In 1990 there were a total of 

35,421 students enrolled in the four colleges. More than 

half the secondary schools are aided or maintained by the 

government. (The Europa World Year Book, 1998) The 

literacy rate in 1993 was 78%, which is higher than in the 

U.S. 

The government normally provides approximately 100% of 

recurrent expenditures for education and other services 

related to the welfare of the children. Along with 

schools, the government also organizes Curriculum 



Development Centers to develop curricula more relevant to 

the immediate environment of the school. 

Because the children understand English, we would not 

need interpreters at the schools. Since most children are 

in school, we decided going to the schools would be the 

best way to reach the children of Kenya with the gospel. 

We also felt that, since the children did not have many 

books or school supplies, we could donate them. 

The Kenyan people have freedom of religion, but the 

government is especially sympathetic to Christianity, 

according to Operation World (Telfer,1996). While 82% of 

the population profess Christianity, only 12% of those 

people actually attend church. The other religions 

practiced in Kenya are African traditional religions, 10%; 

Muslim, 6%; Baha'l, 1.1%; Hindu, .45%; Jain, .2%; and Sikh, 

.1%. These make up the remainder of the religious 

population. (The Europa World Year Book, 1998) 

Because of these statistics, we knew that Kenyans 

would be open to hearing the Gospel and also willing to 

learn and grow in their faith. We also knew what other 

beliefs were represented in the country. 

The ethnic groups that make up the Kenyan population 

are Africans, 21,163,076; Arabs, 41,595; Asians, 89,185; 



Europeans, 34,560; and "others" (who may have not marked 

their ethnic group when the poll was given in 1989). 

There are a wide variety of ethnic backgrounds, which 

allows us to relate how God loves each one of us for who we 

are and not for where we came from. God does not consider 

skin color, height, weight, or ethnic background or how bad 

or good that one has been all one's life. Jesus loves all 

people. 

Many Kenyans work for themselves in small businesses. 

In 1992, 113,300 males were employed, and 32,900 females 

were employed. (The Europa World Year Book, 1998) Early 

in life, a hard work ethic is instilled in the child, as 

children are often required to help sell the products the 

family has produced. Children that are not in school have 

to walk long distances to sell farm products and other 

goods for their parents. The main employment in Kenya is 

agriculture and forestry. 

Other trades consist of mining and quarrying, 

manufacturing, construction, finance, and community 

services. The cost of living in Kenya in 1994 was 

1009.90KSH or $18 a month. This must pay for food, fuel, 

electricity, clothing, and rent. (Telfer, personal 

interview) 



We felt it was important to learn these facts so that 

we could relate the message of Jesus Christ in a way the 

Kenyan people would understand. The Kenyan population does 

not earn enough money to have lots of "things" that they 

would need to let go of. So we would not teach the parable 

of the rich man who asked God how he could get to heaven. 

Rather, since Kenya is a major agricultural society, we 

might teach about sowing and reaping through the parable of 

the sower, emphasizing what is good soil in which to plant 

your crop. We felt these were messages they could relate 

to. 

Along with having large responsibilities at a young 

age, the children do not receive much affection after they 

are able to care for themselves. The Kenyan culture does 

not express affection between males and females in public. 

Children are taught that displays of affection in public 

between males and females are looked down upon, not just 

intimate affection (as we would think), but all affection. 

It is rare to see a husband and wife kissing in public 

or even holding hands. If this did take place, the woman 

would be regarded as promiscuous. She might even be called 

a prostitute. You would also never see a man and woman 

walking together alone. If they were, it would be assumed 

that they were going off to be together (sexually). 
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We asked some Kenyan married couples if they felt free 

to express affection in their own homes, and they agreed 

that it was acceptable as long as they did not have guests. 

In the home, the children could be held, and the husband 

and wife were free to be united. 

This cultural practice of not expressing affection in 

public, brought over by the British, even flowed over into 

the church, as family members sit separately. In some 

churches, the men sit on one side of the church, the women 

sit on the other side, and the children sit in the back or 

with the mother. It was the same in the schools. The boys 

sat on one side of the room, and the girls sat on the 

other. This is how it was in every school we attended. 

Male and female relationships were highly discouraged 

for the children, not only in school but also in their 

private lives. Emphasis was placed on school, church, and 

family life. Hobbies and interests were encouraged to keep 

the children out of serious relationships. I say 

"relationships" because dating is not a custom in the 

Kenyan culture. 

When the man decides he is ready to be married, he 

goes about searching and praying for his wife. When it is 

time for a man to consider finding a wife, he does so by 

observing her qualities through spending time together in 

11 



large group functions and socials. I use the term 

"together" lightly due to the fact that they do not 

actually pair off at the meetings: they interact only in 

the group context. 

When the man feels he has found his wife, he then goes 

to the father and asks for his daughter's hand in marriage. 

He also asks for the bride's price, which is the amount he 

has to pay to the bride's family. The cost is sometimes 

exacted through monetary means and sometimes through 

exchange of livestock. (Telfer, personal interview) 

The bride's price is based on tribal customs and the 

traditions of the family. A man could pay anywhere from 

one cow to 40 cows, two goats, or a sheep and 2000 

shillings. This all depends on what the father chooses. 

The bride's price is also used as a sort of divorce 

insurance. A man is less likely to run off from someone 

for whom he has paid a high price. 

We realized that this tradition could actually be used 

to our benefit in relating the Gospel to them in a way they 

could understand. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and 

caused all human beings to be sinful, they were sentenced 

to death. We now belong to Satan as a result of their 

sinful actions. Because God knew this would happen even 

before creation. He decided to send his only son to die and 
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stand in our place. He paid the price so that we may have 

eternal life. 

When we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we are 

accepting the bride's price that God has paid for us. He 

bought us with the blood of Christ (just as a man might pay 

cattle for his wife) . We now belong to God because Christ 

paid for our sins. 

Thus all the knowledge that we learned about Kenyan 

society, culture, and history provided us with background 

information that would be important in helping us relate 

the gospel to them. 
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CHAPTER III 

ADAPTING THE CHRISTIAN GOSPEL TO KENYAN YOUTH 

One of the many things we had to prepare for was the 

language barrier. Although many Kenyans have been to 

school, there are still many who have not learned English 

and could not understand us if we tried to talk to them. 

Kenya itself has over 57 languages, not to mention the many 

languages that other parts of Africa use. This makes it 

hard for one African to talk to another African, let alone 

for an American to try to communicate with an African. 

Most Kenyans know three languages: English, Swahili, 

and their native tribal tongue. Since Colonial times, 

English has been the official language of Kenya (Swahili is 

the national language). 

Children are taught English from the time they start 

pre-school all the way through the completion of their 

school. Swahili is taught as a course, just as a foreign 

language would be taught in our school system. 

Many churches also rely on English as their primary 

language. They may have two services: one in English and 

one in Swahili. They may have an English translator at the 

Swahili service for those who do not understand Swahili. 
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We felt it important to learn some Swahili because we 

were guests of their land. We did not want to go there and 

expect them to change their ways because we were there. We 

believed that we should respect them by learning their 

ways. Also, even though the children are taught English in 

school, there are many children who are not in school, and 

we wanted to reach them also. 

According to John K. Marah in Pan African Education, 

the school and church go hand in hand. If one went to 

school, one automatically became a Christian. It is still 

true that if you ask any child in school if he/she is a 

Christian, their response would be yes. However, as for 

being Christians in the traditional orthodox sense of 

persons who have a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and a 

personal relationship with him daily through obedience, 

prayer, Bible study, devotions and praise, the number may 

be quite small. 

We felt that it would be important to let the children 

know that we identified with their struggles and their 

reactions to them. We planned to so by sharing our 

testimonies and telling how Christ has worked in our lives 

and has brought us out of the hold that sin had on our 

life. We planned to share with them the many solutions that 

we had found which we thought would fill the void in their 
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lives. Then we shared the solution to their problem, which 

is the knowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior and 

that when people believe this in their hearts and confess 

it with their mouths, they will be saved. 

Sin will still be a part of their lives because they 

are human, but now they have the ability to overcome sin 

because the same Christ who won victory on the cross also 

sent his Holy Spirit to live and dwell in their hearts. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, they can overcome sin 

in their lives. 

We planned to explain to them that this is a spiritual 

cure and not the cure to life's problems. We will not 

necessarily become rich or automatically receive 

astonishing health and beauty, and we will not become the 

"coolest kids on the block." We will still have obstacles 

and problems to overcome in our lives, but now Jesus is 

there with us. We would explain that the ultimate reward 

is the peace that surpasses all understanding through 

Christ Jesus. Therefore, we all have a reason to live— 

eternal life. 

We will be rich in spirit, having abundant joy and 

freedom from our past sins, grace for the present, and hope 

and security for the future. Jesus Christ gave His life 

for us on the cross and bore the pain of all sin so that we 

16 



would not have to. He rose again on the third day to 

ascend into heaven and sit at the right hand of the Father, 

where He receives glory and honor and praise from all His 

creation. 

We planned to perform a drama portraying the meaning 

of the message, which we delivered. Every person is made 

in the image of God, and all people will have the 

opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord 

and Savior. It is a choice, and unless we choose to 

surrender our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, we 

shall perish and endure death forever. We found the dramas 

to be used by consulting different ministries, resource 

people, and books. (See Appendix) 

Although we practiced these dramas and skits 

beforehand, we knew that each time we would perform them, 

God would touch people in different ways. Although the skit 

would have one central meaning or purpose, there would be 

several ways in which a person could apply it to his/her 

life. 

After these dramas, there would usually be a time of 

teaching, depending on which skit was performed and 

depending on how the Spirit of God was leading us at that 

time. These are some of the different topics we planned to 

teach: The Joy of the Lord, The Power of the Holy Spirit, 
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The Difference between being a Christian by Name and being 

a Christian as a Way of Life, and Why God Allows those 

things that We call "Bad" to Happen in Our Lives. 

As it actually turned out, there were many times when, 

although we planned an event (including the content and 

order in which it would take place) , when we got to the 

school or church, we would feel led to speak on something 

totally different. When we taught on what we felt, it was 

because we believed that the Lord was leading us to teach. 

Instead of what we had planned, the response to our 

teaching was greater than we could have expected. (See 

Lesson Plans.) 

Along with what we prepared for the children to learn, 

we knew that we would in turn learn many things from them. 

Growing up in Africa is very different from growing up in 

America. The children are given responsibilities at a very 

young age. One may see a group of four to five children 

from the ages of three to seven walking down the street on 

their way to school with no supervision from parents. On 

the weekend one may see the same group of children walking 

the streets; only this time they may have their younger 

brother or sister strapped onto their back, still without 

parental supervision. 
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Many of the children have chores such as cleaning the 

house, taking care of the animals, cooking, etc. If the 

father owns livestock, the children are responsible for 

caring for the stock and shepherding the animals while 

walking through town. It was not uncommon to see children 

out of school with the animals while they grazed. 

The children are very limited in the amount of 

clothing they own. Many children wear their school 

uniforms on the weekend, which led us to believe that may 

have been the only article of clothing they owned. Other 

clothing that the children had was often torn and stained. 

The women wore skirts and dresses, and the men wore pants 

and sometimes shorts. If the women wore pants or shorts, 

they were looked on as prostitutes or as very likely to be 

free to expose any other part of their body if asked. 

Women in this culture are conditioned that it is 

acceptable to bare one's breast in public, because they are 

looked at as a tool for nurturing an infant. However, in 

this culture, one's legs are not exposed, because they are 

looked at as the sensual feature of the body. The American 

culture is different in the fact that one's legs are just 

tools for getting around (although people do like to admire 

the legs of the opposite sex) . The legs are not the 

primary sensual part of the body; here the breasts are. 
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Therefore, women in America cover their breasts in public 

but expose their legs. This is another matter that we had 

to take into consideration as we conducted our lives and 

lessons before them. 

Children in Africa are very active. Because of the 

lack of money and modern technology, the children are left 

to make their own toys. Many of them had balls, but most 

of them either made toys out of old tins and plastics, or 

they would just play using their imagination. Singing 

seemed to be a favorite pastime of many of the children. 

With Swahili as their native language and English being 

taught to them since pre-school, they had many songs not 

only in Swahili but also in English. 

Their voices were strong and beautiful. They not only 

sang songs; they boldly presented them. Since musical 

instruments are scarce, they depended on their voices to 

carry them through. Children were taught to sing at a very 

young age and encouraged to do so throughout their 

adolescent years. This brought a lot of joy to the 

children. 

When we went to the many Christian Union meetings at 

the schools, the children would always start these meetings 

with three to four songs. The songs were very repetitive, 

which was actually good for those of us trying to learn. 
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Most of the songs we heard were songs of praise and 

Thanksgiving to God the Father. The songs had sincere 

meaning, and the rhythms were intense. 

Therefore, we would try to teach them the songs that 

reflected our culture; but as it turned out, many times we 

cut our songs short just so that we could hear them sing. 

Thus, even as we prepared our lessons, trying to adapt the 

Gospel for Kenyan youth, we knew that we would be learning 

and receiving much in return. 
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CHAPTER IV 

PLANNING THE LESSONS AND PRESENTING THE MATERIALS 

When we actually arrived in Kenya, the way we planned 

the week of Bible teachings was to sit down with our 

contact person for each of the churches and schools. We 

planned to have between two to three ministry stops a day 

and, at night, to have a group meeting in order to share 

and discuss plans for that day and in order to prepare for 

the next day's events. There were plenty of schools and 

churches that desired us to visit. We split the team into 

three groups of four people, sometimes four groups of three 

people, and even two groups of six people. This usually 

happened on Sundays. 

Each team would create individualized lesson plans 

with specific activities and material, appropriate to the 

age and gender of the children. Activities would consist 

of songs, dramas, testimonies, and a teaching or reading of 

God's Word. 

The remainder of this chapter, then, is devoted to 

presenting, first, a general outline of the daily lesson 

plans that my group developed and, second, the specific 

texts and descriptions of materials and activities referred 
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to in the lesson plans: dramatic sketches and songs, both 

American and African. 
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Lesson Plans 

Day 1: 
Praise and worship 

-"Nobody Fills my Heart" 
-"New City" 
-"Oh Magnify the Lord" 
-"I Believe in Jesus" 

Skit 
-Jesus on the Cross 
Brenda explains the skit and preaches on tithing 

Vanessa's testimony 

Travis's testimony 

Julena's testimony 
-Pray for offering 

Day 2: 
Praise and worship 

-"I Love You Lord" 
-"Seek Ye First" 
-"All in All" 
-"Nobody Fills my Heart' 

Skit 
-Jesus at the Party 
Julena explains drama 

Brenda's Testimony 
-Preach on leadership 
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Day 3: 
Praise and worship 

-"Enter His Gates" 
-"Blessed Be the Name of the Lord' 
-"Praise the Name of Jesus" 
-"I will Celebrate" 

Skit 
-Barrier Skit 
Jennifer explains skit 

Brenda Preaches on the Joy of the Lord 
-Psalm 100 

Julena's Testimony 

Day 4 : 
Praise and worship 

-"Be Bold" 
-"King Jesus" 
-"Light" 
-"Oh Magnify" 

Skit 
-Chicken Skit 
Brenda explains skit 

Ken gives testimony 

-Evie explains how the bride's price a man pays for 
his wife is related to the price Christ paid for us on 
the cross. 
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Day 5: 
Praise and worship 

-"New City" 
-"I Believe in Jesus" 
-"Seek Ye First" 
-"All in All" 

Skit 
-Chair Skit 
Amy explains skit 

Tamara gives testimony 

Kyla preaches; Not by power nor by might but by my 
spirit, says the Lord. 
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African Songs 

"Bariki" 

Bariki, bariki, bariki baba 
Blessing, blessing, blessing Father 
(Repeat over and over inserting different names.) 

"Ninakupenda Yesu" 

Ninakupenda Yesu 
I love you Jesus 
Ninakupenda Yesu 
I love you Jesus 
Ninakupenda Yesu moyoni 
I love you Jesus inside my heart. 

Ninashukuru Yesu 
I appreciate you Jesus 
Ninashukuru Yesu 
I appreciate you Jesus 
Ninashukuru Yesu moyoni 
I appreciate you Jesus inside my heart. 

Siishi bila wewe 
I cannot live with out you 
Siishi bila wewe 
I cannot live with out you 
Siishi bila wewe moyoni 
I cannot live with out you inside my heart. 

"Moto" 

Moto umewaka leo 
Fire is breaking out today 
Moto ni kazi ya Yesu 
Fire I work with Jesus 
Moto umewaka leo 
Fire is breaking out today 
Tuimbe alleluia moto mewaka 
Let's sing alleluia fire is breaking out 
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"Twende" 

Twende sote ju nyumba ya baba 
Come and go with me up to my Father's house 
nyumba ya Baba 
to my Father's house 
nyumba ya Baba 
to my Father's house 
Twende sote juu nyumba ya baba 
Come and go with me up to my Father's house 
kwenye furaha, furaha, furaha 
Where there is joy, joy, joy 

(Change last sentence) 
Kwenye amani 
Where there is peace 
Kwenye uhuru 
Where there is freedom 
Kwenye baraka 
Where there are blessings 

"Mungu" 

Mungu you mwema 
God is so good 
Mungu you mwema 
God is so good 
Mungu you mwema, you mwema wangu 
God is so good He's so good to me 

"Eh Baba" 

eh baba eh baba eh baba poke asi fwa 
Father Father Father 
(Repeat over and over again) 
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American Songs 

"Nobody Fills my Heart" 

I'd like to say Lord from the start. 
Thank you for breaking through my heart. 
Thank you for tearing every chain apart. 

When I was lost you made a way. 
You turned my darkest night to day. 
You are my Lord and Lord I'd like to say, 

Chorus 
That, Nobody fills my heart like Jesus, 
Nobody fills thrills me like you do. 
Nobody fills my heart like Jesus, 
Nobody Lord but you, nobody but you. 

When I am weak my Lord you're strong. 
Loving me even when I'm wrong. 
Lord you are my salvation and my song. 

Everyday I make a choice. 
Just listening, following your voice. 
Being with you I can't help but rejoice. 

Chorus 

"New City" 

We will walk in the new city. 
We will run in the city of lights. 
We will see the face of Jesus, 
See the love in His eyes. 

Lord you are the holy city. 
You alone I possess. 
Wash me new in your glory. 
In your holy presence. 

Oh, let me run to Jesus, 
Oh, let me run in the city of lights. 
Oh, let me run to Jesus, 
To meet my Lord, He's the one I love. 
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"Oh Magnify" 

Oh magnify the Lord, 
For He is worthy to be praised. 
Oh magnify the Lord, 
For He is worthy to be praised. 

Hosanna, blessed be the Rock, 
Blessed be the Rock of my salvation. 
Hosanna, blessed be the Rock, 
Blessed be the Rock of my salvation. 

I will call upon the Lord, 
For He is worthy to be praise. 
So shall I be safe from my enemies. 

The Lord liveth and blessed be my Rock, 
Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 
The lord liveth and blessed be my Rock, 
Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 

"I believe in Jesus" 

I believe in Jesus, 
I believe He is God's only son. 
I believe He died and rose again, 
I believe He paid for us all. 

I believe that He's here now. 
Standing in our midst. 
With the power to heal now. 
And the grace to forgive. 

"I Love You Lord" 

I love you Lord and I lift my voice. 
To worship you oh my soul rejoice. 
Take joy my king, in what you hear. 
Let it be a sweet, sweet song in your ear 
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"Seek Ye First" 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
And His righteous. 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
Sing alleluia. 

Jesus is the answer to the world today. 
Above Him there's no other, Jesus is the way. 
Jesus is the answer to the world today. 
Above Him there's no other, Jesus is the way. 

Alleluia, hallelu alleluia. 
Alleluia, allelu alleluia. 

"All in All" 

You are my strength when I am weak. 
You are the treasure that I seek. 
You are my all in all. 

Seeking you as a precious jewel. 
Lord to give up I'd be a foul. 
You are my all in all. 

Chorus 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is your name. 
Jesus Lamb of God 
Worthy is your name. 

Taking my sin, my cross, my shame. 
Rising again I bless your name. 
You are my all in all. 

When I fall down you pick me up. 
When I am dry you fill my cup. 
You are my all in all. 

Chorus 
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"Enter His Gates" 

We will enter His gates with Thanksgiving in our hearts. 
We will enter His gates with praise. 
We will say this is the day that the Lord has made, 
I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

He has made me glad; He has made me glad, 
I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 
He has made me glad; He has made me glad, 
I will rejoice for He has made me glad. 

"Praise" 

Praise the name of Jesus, 
Praise the name of Jesus. 
He is my Rock; He is my fortress. 
He is my deliver; in him will I trust 
Praise the name of Jesus. 

"Celebrate" 

I will celebrate, sing unto the Lord 
I will sing to Him a new song. 
I will celebrate, sing unto the Lord 
I will sing to Him a new song. 

I will praise Him, I will sing to Him a new song, 
I will praise Him, I will sing to Him a new song. 

"King Jesus" 

Chorus 
King Jesus is all, my all in all. 
I know He'll answer me when I call. 
Walking by my side, I'm satisfied. 
King Jesus is all, my all in all. 

Well, I went out to meet the Lord. I got down on my knees. 
I prayed my best prayer, and the Holy Ghost met me there. 
Stepped on the Rock, the Rock was sound, the love of God 
came a tumbling down. 
The reason I know He saved my soul, 
I dug down deep and I found pure gold... 
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"Blessed Be the Name" 

Blessed be the name of the Lord, 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

From the rising of the sun, to the going down of the same 
The name of the Lord shall be praised. 
Even though He's high above, I can feel Him all around. 
The name of the Lord shall be praised. 

"Be Bold" 

Be bold, be strong, for the Lord thy God is with the. 
Be bold, be strong, for the Lord thy God is with the. 
Do not be afraid, do not be dismayed. 
Walking in faith and victory, I'm going to walk in faith 
and victory. 
For the Lord thy God is with the. 
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Dramas 

Jesus at the Party 

The drama starts out with a person sitting in his room 
having a quiet time. A person playing the part of Jesus is 
standing beside him. A friend of his walks in and asks him 
if he would like to go to this really cool party. The 
person knows that there will be drinking and sex at this 
party. He knows he should not be around bad things that 
can encourage him to do the same. So he said he would 
pass. Well, the friend said that a certain significant 
other would be at this party and if he did not go, he might 
miss out on a possibility of a lifetime. 

The person decides to go to the party and starts to 
walk out of the room. The person playing the part of Jesus 
follows along. The person stops, turns to Jesus, and says 
"No, Jesus you need to stay here. You're not invited to 
this party." The person starts walking away. Jesus 
follows. The person turns to Him again and says, "No, 
Jesus, you would not like what is going on at this party-
You stay here." They start to walk off again. Jesus 
follows. 

The scene ends by the person turning to Him and taking 
His hands and feet. The two friends act as if they are 
nailing Him to the wall in the cross-position. The two 
friends walk off. 

Explanation: 

Many times we try to live two separate lives. On one 
hand we want to be happy, go to church, and lead people to 
believe that we are a good person because we know what is 
right. On the other hand, we want to fill our lives with 
things that the world tell us will make us happy: drinking, 
smoking, sex, and money-things that only give us temporary 
satisfaction and have consequences that go along with them. 

We choose to be independent, free from laws or rules, 
and able to make our own decisions, which only leads to 
death. We do not believe the promise God gives us, that in 
giving up self-pleasure and surrendering to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ, we can achieve true joy and fulfillment. 

We know what is right, and we want people to believe 
that is how we live, but we want our own pleasures along 
with it. Anyone can say he is a good person, but it takes 
living it for people to really believe it. Don't talk the 
talk if you can't walk the walk. 
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Jesus on the Cross 

This drama starts out with someone portraying Jesus on 
the cross standing in the middle of the stage. Two drunken 
stoners walk by and look at Jesus for a while. The one 
takes his beer can and places it in one of Jesus' hands, 
the other takes the joint from his mouth and puts it in 
Jesus' mouth, messes His hair a little, and then stumbles 
off. 

Jesus stands there a second and then lays the objects 
at His feet. Next, some business people walk by: one 
carries a cell-phone, and the other carries a day-planner, 
frequently looking at their watches with intense looks on 
their faces. They notice Jesus and stare at Him. Then one 
takes Jesus' hand, places the cell-phone in it, and puts it 
to Jesus' ear. The other takes his watch, puts it on Jesus' 
arm, and then takes the day planner and also places it in 
that hand. He tugs at the other businessman, and they run 
off. 

Jesus stands there a second, and then lays the things 
at His feet. Last, a girl comes walking by Jesus. She 
walks around Him staring intensely. Still checking Him out 
from every angle, she slowly approaches Him, stands in 
front of Him with her back to His, raises her arms to fit 
His and closes her eyes. As she places her hands in front 
of His, He encloses her hands in His own. The drama ends. 

Explanation: 

How many times do we try to make Jesus into our own 
image? We try to fit Him in this nice little box that we 
can handle with our own hands. We say we want to be a 
Christian and be like Christ, but in our way, our time, and 
fitting our lifestyle as it is. We forget the part where 
Jesus says, "Pick up your cross and follow me." 

Our God is a big God. He created the universe and 
everything in it. He holds the future in His hands. Who 
are we to say that based on what we know, our way is better 
than God's way. We tell God that we want Him to be Lord of 
our lives, but then we tell Him how to run things. We tell 
God, "Your will be done," but only if it does not 
inconvenience us or make us feel uncomfortable. 
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Chair Skit 

This drama starts out with a chair on the stage with a 
sign on it that says, "Do not touch." A person walks by, 
looks at the sign, reads it, and walks on. The next person 
walks up to the chair, reads it, and starts to walk away-
He looks around and then walks back to the chair, reading 
the sign again. He continues to look around to see if 
anyone else is looking; then he proceeds to touch the 
chair, hesitating for an occasional look. As he touches 
the chair, he realizes that he is stuck. He fights and 
fights with the chair unable to get free. 

The first person walks back by and notices him 
struggling. He points to the sign with a worried look on 
his face, implying that he should have followed directions. 
He then points to the sky and folds his hands, again 
implying that he should ask God for help. The stuck person 
shakes his head and struggles again. The passer-by 
encourages him once again to pray, and then the person 
refuses. The passer-by walks away and begins to pray for 
the stuck one. As he is praying, the stuck one cries out 
for help; suddenly he is free. 

The two hug and raise their hands to heaven with 
Thanksgiving. 

Explanation: 

The chair in this skit represents sin. Many times God 
tells us that things are not good for us. We think He just 
does not want us to enjoy life, so we do these things 
anyway. Well, then we find that we are in trouble with a 
situation, which we can not handle. These are the 
consequences of our actions. 

Even though we have made bad choices, God tells us to 
come to Him, and His grace will cover us. We may still 
have to face those consequences, but He gives us the 
ability and strength to get through. He also allows us to 
learn from our mistakes so that we will be less likely to 
repeat them. All we have to do is confess our mistakes 
with our mouth and say that we, ourselves, are unable to 
keep from making those mistakes. We must then say that 
because Jesus paid the price for our mistakes, we accept 
Him into our hearts and admit that only He can help us. 

Jesus is right there ready to help you; you just have 
to ask. 
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Chicken Skit 

One person gets up to preach to others on what it 
means to be a Christian. As they start, several others get 
up and start acting like chickens. The speaker asks what 
is going on. The response is, "We're chickens." The 
speaker then asks what makes you think you are chickens? 
They reply, one at a time, "I can cluck like a chicken; I 
can walk like a chicken; I can eat like a chicken." The 
speaker replies, "That doesn't make you a chicken." They 
all sit down. 

The speaker tries once again to speak. They get up 
again and start acting like cars. The speaker asks once 
again what they are doing. "We are cars." Speaker: "What 
makes you think you are a car?" Responses: "I can honk 
like a car; I can go fast like a car; I can stop like a 
car." Speaker: "That doesn't make you a car." They all 
sit back down. 

Once again the speaker begins to talk. Everyone gets 
up and starts acting like Christians. The speaker asks 
once again what they were doing. They respond "We are 
Christians." The speaker says what makes you a Christian? 
They respond, "I can sing like a Christian; I can pray like 
a Christian; I go to church like a Christian." Speaker: 
"That doesn't make you a Christian." They ask, "Well what 
makes you a Christian?" Then they walk off the stage. 

Explanation: 

Saying that you are a Christian does not make you a 
Christian. You can sing nice songs and pray little prayers; 
you can even go to church, but that does not make you a 
Christian. You are a Christian if you believe in your 
heart that Jesus is Lord and confess with your mouth that 
He died for your sins. It doesn't stop there. Jesus asks 
us to daily pick up our cross and follow Him. That means 
daily/ confessing our sins, daily spending time reading the 
word, and daily telling God how thankful you are for the 
things you have. It also means loving and accepting others 
for who they are. 
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In general, our daily lesson plans with their specific 

activities (songs, skits, testimonies, etc.) were presented 

in Kenya basically as we had prepared them, though 

occasionally my group felt led to alter the details in 

order to adapt the materials better to a particular group 

of Kenyan youth. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION: EVALUATING THE PROJECT 

After explaining our preparation and our teaching 

activities in Kenya, I would like to conclude by discussing 

the many things that I feel Christ did through us and in us 

while we were there. 

Over the course of our trip, nearly 200 children chose 

to dedicate their lives to the Lord Jesus. They confessed 

that they were sinners, but that because Jesus died for 

their sins, they are now washed clean by the blood of 

Christ and their sins forgiven. They chose to commit to 

seek God's face daily and to allow Him to guide them in all 

that they do. They believed in the promises that He gives 

in His word (the Bible). They surrendered all and chose to 

die "to their flesh" and resist worldly desires in exchange 

for those promises God gives. "He who began a good work in 

you will be faithful to complete it in you" (Phil. 1:6). 

God is faithful. 

I feel that in going into a project like ours, one 

must have an open heart and mind, not only to believe in 

what God can do through us, but also to see what God can do 

in us. Our expectation for going there was to change the 
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lives of the many children with whom we came in contact. 

Not only did God do that, but he also changed the lives of 

all twelve team members. Not a single one of us came back 

the same as when we left. We may have all learned 

different things, but the fact is that we have all changed 

and definitely for the better. 

One of the things I saw that changed my life was that 

the people there have so little, yet they have so much 

faith. Here in America, even a poor person may have a car, 

TV, VCR, food, and shelter. Even when such a person feels 

that he or she has nothing, they at least have something. 

In Africa, the people really do have nothing. They have to 

depend on God to miraculously provide their next meal, let 

alone a car. They trust God for everything. 

In my life, when I struggle, I have my job, my 

abilities, my friends, my family, and maybe even a savings 

account to fall back on. I put my trust in so many things 

other than God. I do not consciously "need" Him. I have 

learned that many things can fail you, including those 

listed above, but we have a God who will never fail us. He 

is always with us, ready to provide what we need; we just 

need to ask. 

In leaving behind the many friends we made and lives 

that we touched, we trust that although we will be gone, 
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God will remain not only in their minds but also in their 

hearts. That is better than anything we could have ever 

asked or even hoped for. We have a big God, who loves His 

children very much. 

I feel this mission was a success. I believe that 

through receiving the call that God has placed on our lives 

("Therefore go and make disciples of all nations" [Matthew 

28:19]) and spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ to these 

children, they have a future to look forward to and a hope 

in the next generation. They will be the great and mighty 

leaders of tomorrow that God intended them to be. Thus, in 

our small way, we may have been instruments to contribute 

toward a greater Africa in the future. Such, at least, is 

our humble hope. 
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APPENDIX: 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
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This Is our team in London on a lay-over. 

Our team: top-left Fred, Amiee, Melanie, Vanessa, Kyla, 
me, Evie. Bottom-left Ken, Tamara, Julena, Jennifer, and Travis. 

Mombassa, at the end of our trip. 
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(L-R) Tamara, Ken, Ammie, Melanie, Kyla, Vanessa, Julena 
And I am the one who was giving instructions on what to do. 

Here we are at a school with some of the leaders of the 
Student Union. 
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This is Julena and I at St. Joseph 

school for girls in Kitale, Kenya 

This was at a prison school also in Kitale, Kenya 
The children belong to the people who work at the prison. 
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Julena and I went out on street ministry. These were some 
of the children we were teaching. 

This was one of the mixed schools. Both boys and giris 

go to the same school. But the classrooms are still 

segregated. 

^ 1 
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