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DEDICATION 
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/ T o the people of Texas and the United States, thi^iP&rk is re-

g ' speotfully inscribed, with the fervent hope that it may, in some 

^ jj degree, lead to a better understanding of the past, and tend, some-

=,^;^K what to the diminution of all unpleasant feelings engendered in 

I aeir hearts by their mutual sufferings and calamitieaJLiiring the 

late contest between the Northern and Southern W^^Kf 

In a history of Texas, it is impossible to omwIIKe four long 

•weary years of war, yet the writer has not treated these at any 

length, nor attempted a description of a single one of the many 

bloody engagements of the war, hoping that they may be remem-

^ r e d alone to prevent their recurrence. 

The settlement of Anglo-Americans in Texas, and the causes 

Ĵ Jî hich led to the Texas Revolution, and the establishment of the 

f hlic of Texas, with a narrative of the principal' events which 

c .red during its existence, constitute the main part of this 

ifiir lie,%jid vindicate the citizens of Texas as well as those of the 

fisŷ . States from the unjust charge of Mexicans, that by might, 

not'. right, "^exas was wrested from Mexico, and made one of the 

Uniti"?d States, 

Alth\ou^ (the Comanches and other Indians were in the peace-

i
'j able occviPatiiVn and enjoyment of most all of Texas in 1836, the 

\ writer ha^ no\t investigated their title, but admits that of Spain 

and Mexico tc\ have been good, and claims, through the latter, as 

' 
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the United States claim their soil through Great Britairi, by th< 

fight of revolution and self-preservation. 

In this volume, the author's intention iias be* n to show plainlj 

a n d | ^ ^ r l y to the world, that Texans war not only ntrtit in tiiruv" 

ing off y|e government of Mexicans (wL_> had invited them to 

colonize their wild lands with the promise of equal rights with 

themselves, and after inducing them through empresarios, or co

lonial agents, to leave their homes in the United States and endure 

the h a r ^ l B s and privations incident to the settlement of a 

country DOTdering ($0. ••^^rlike savages, and, afterwards faithless 

to their promises, attempted to enslave them), but that they de

serve the praise of all good people for changing a wilderness into 

green fields and happy homes, founding prosperous cities in the 

w^i^l l^^lf lMH^the cruel Comanches, and, after ten years' warfare 

agaiqgtllg|J|^^^Rerior numbers, adding a great State (more than 

five t i M l ^ f B l r than the State of New York, and containing more 

than a millifti inhabitants) to the American Union, which, may 

the great, wise, and most merciful^ God, forever shield, protect, and 

advance, in power, wisdom, and happiness! 
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PREFACE 

iittpresarios,or to-

le 

iftenrards i...,„ „ 

but t k t t k y t y 

; a wilderness ki 

;rous cities b 4 

I N the great arena of human life, whether in the cause of 

^drtue and progress, or in that of vice and immorality, wise 

men have agreed that 

" The pen is mightier than the sword." 

Whenever a free and elevated press has attacked any pub-

rtenyears'wA ^^^ abuse, or any public policy in a government of the peo-

t State (more tk 

nd containing moit 

Union, whidi, MI 

pie, it will be observed that it has been changed. 

" Thoughts that breathe and words that bum," 

are sent out by the press to eagerly waiting readers, who 

miiy be benefited or injured thereby. 

The personification of a virtuous thought may arrest the 

liand of a would-be assassin, humble the proud heart of the 

monarch on his throne, and lead one who is far astray from 

I the lovely paths of rectitude and happiness, to the worship 

^ ,̂ • of the pure, the beautiful and the good. 

/'?(I A story well told, of noble and generous action, may thrill 

the hard heart of an obdurate miser with admiration, and 

cause him to give his hoarded treasures to the relief of the 

distressed. 

But while good thoughts come to us from the press as rain 

from heaven, causing us to be " gentle, mild and kind "—" to 

be wise as serpents but harmless as doves"—alas, it often 

L 
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I happens that ugly, hateful and slanderous lies issue from the 

I 4 press and go forth on their mission of evil. 

I And a prostituted press is almost as powerful for evil in 

I making the worse appear the better side, as the virtuous 

I press is in the defence of truth. 

~ The great poet of Avon says: 

" Slander, 

Whose edge is sharper than the sword ; whose tongue 

Out-venoms all the worms of Nile; whose breath 

Rides on the passing winds, and doth belie 

All comers of the world, Kings, Queens and States, 

Maids, matrons, nay, the secrets of the grave 

_̂  This viperous slander enters." 

Now, in view of the power of the press for good and evil, 

)) I do most earnestly pray the Almighty to aid and encourage, 

to comfort and cherish, particularly here in America, a truth-

I ful and virtuous press. 

^ But a lying, slanderous one, let it not abide in our country! 

^ and may the eyes of those who support such a one be opened 

to the enormity of their offence ! 

May they see and understand that to buy and read â  

slanderous history is to give aid, comfort and encouragement 

to vice: 

\
" Which is a monster of so frightful mien. 

As to be hated needs but to be seen ; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 

The historian should be found upon the watch-tower of 

freedom sounding the alarm and giving notice of the insidi-
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America, a trii;: 
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bay and read s 
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GUS approach of the enemies of liberty or working for the 

advancement of learning, the progress of science and art. 

l i e should labor in the glorious cause of humanity for 

wliatsoever things tend to produce the greatest happiness to 

the greatest number. 

And his noble efforts thus directed to the happiness of 

mankind should receive the sympathy and encouragement 

of all good people. Such men live in the memory of a 

grateful posterity as benefactors of their race. 

Magnanimous Hector will keep Homer fresh in the hearts 

of his readers so long as men continue to admire honor and 

bravery. 

Shakspeare, Bacon and Addison will never die, while our 

own Franklin, Jefferson and Irving will forever live in the 

hearts of their countrymen. 

If, in the following pages, the writer has prostituted his 

pen and thrown impediments in the way of his people and 

country to prosperity and happiness, in the impressive lan

guage of the poet: 

* * * " T h e wretch 

Living, shall forfeit fair renown, 

And, doubly dying, shall go down 

To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 

Unwept, unhonored and unsung." 

Even the doom of the traitor, pronounced by the author of 

" Lalla Rookh," that he should live in sight of the glorious and 

ineffable joys of paradise without being permitted to enter— 

*' Beholding heaven and feeling hell," 

would not be too bad for him. 
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His object has been to amuse and interest, if not to in
struct, and he closes the preface to his book with the presump
tuous quotation from the poet: 

" My thoughts * are with the dead ; anon 

My place with them will be. 

And I with them shall travel on 

Through all futurity. 

Yet leaving here a name, I trust. 

That will not perish in the dust. 

* Occasionally. 
Th 
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HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

Il CHAPTER I. 

The Discovery of Texas claimed by France and Spain.—Its Settlement 
by the Spanish.—Origin of the Name.—Letters of Generals Jackson 
and Houston.—Mexican Troops expelled from Texas. 

TH E early history of Texas, like that of Greece, 
Kome, or the Oriental nations of the Old World, 

is somewhat involved in obscurity. For while dis-
tinsfuished French writers claim that La Salle took 
possession of the whole country from the Mississippi 
river to the Rio Grande in the year 1685, and made 
settlements therein for the glory and renown of their 
grand monarqiie Louis XIV., Spanish Iiistorians af
firm that De Soto, so far back as 1544, took possession 
of all the country lying west, as well as east of the 
Father of Waters.^ in the name of his most Catholic 
majesty, the King of Spain. 

But as the names given to all the principal rivers in 
Texas, such as Trinidad, Angelina, Brazos de Dios, 

Colorado, Neches, Nueces, Guadalupe, Salado, San 
1 

\ 
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Marcos, Frio, Pecos and Rio Grande, are Spanish, we 

may reasonably conclude that Spain, rather than 

France, first settled Texas. 

And yet even the name, Texas, is of doubtful origin, 
for while some say that it w âs the name of the capi
tal village of the Nassonite Indians, others assert that 
it is derived from the Spanish word tejer^ to weave, and 
applied to weaving the grass over and around their 
cottages; and others that it is from tejas^ tiles, cover
ings, or cobw^ebs. 

The latter say that at an early day some Spaniards 
travelling the Camino del Rey, between San Antonio' 
and the Hondo, camped on the Neches, and their com
mander, in the morning, beholding many spider-webs 
between himself and the rising sun, all spangled with 
dew drops and glittering like diamonds, joyfully ex
claimed : " Mira, las tejas ! "—that is to say, " Look 
at the spider webs ! "—and named the land Texas. 

The records of the famous mission of the Alamo 
show that it was founded in 1703 by the order of St. 
Francis. 

Before that time, in 1691, the Spaniards had made 
small settlements on the Hondo, Neches, and Guada
lupe, but on account of Indian hostilities they were 
abandoned. 

Not until 1715 were missions permanently estab
lished and maintained at the Alamo, Concepcion, San 
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P^̂ s\̂ e Jose, and among the Aes and Nacogdoches Indians, 
' "*̂  tWu near the present cities of San Augustine and Nacog

doches. 
•̂HLir!, From civil strife, troubles with the Indians, and 

^ *̂ 'the capi. other causes, the Spanish settlements did not floui-isli, 
'"̂ -̂asserttjii; for in 1765 the whole population of the province of 
'̂V')Weave,and Texas was estimated at 1,500—one-half European, 
(̂laroundtheij the other half domiciliated Indians; while the sum 

'<J<il tile?, cover- total of its exports and imports were estimated at only 

ninety thousand dollars per annum. 

^ -e SpaLiar;; Under Spanish despotism and priestcraft, immigra-

?fn San Anton;' tion from other countries than Spain was prohibited, 
ândt!;tircot and Texas continued to languish until 1821, when 

a:r spider-well! Moses Austin, the father of S. F. Austin, was empow-
; jnaEcrlejffitl ered to introduce colonists, who were to receive 640 

ir!>,joTfiillvri acres of land each, provided they were Roman Cath-
ti\ir, "Lii olics, of good character and habits, and would be 
land Tern faithful subjects of his Catholic majesty. 
; tJieAlaflio Moses Austin died in 1821, but his grant to found 

, Jp t̂v: a colony in Texas was confirmed to his son, S. F. 
Austin on the 18th of February, 1823, by Iturbide, 

, , 1 L Emperor of Mexico, who, on the nineteenth of March 
, /, 1., thereafter, abdicated, and gave way for the Republic 

of Mexico, under which Austin's errant -was confirmed 
^ tier ireî ' ' ^ ^ ^ 

on the fourteenth of April following, when he pro-

, ceeded to locate and settle San Filipe, as the capital 

; -, of his colony. 
jcion, c'-.'JD 
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Soon after, Hayden, Edwards, Sterling C. Robert
son, Martin de Leon, Green De Witt, James Powels, 
M'Mullen, and Gloine, were also made erwpresarios^ as 
the leaders of colonies were called, and authorized to 
introduce immigrants ; and made settlements at Gon
zales, Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, Liberty, and at Na
cogdoches. 

Besides those introduced by the em/presarios^ many 
immigrants came on their own account, and after look
ing round, exercised the divine right of Popes, Kings, 
and American citizens, squatter sovereignty,' they 
pitched their tents in the forest on streams of running 
water, built their rude houses, fenced in rich land, 
ploughed, planted, and—although often annoyed by 
Indians and thieves—made bountiful crops and happy 
homes. 

In December, 1832, when General Sam Houston, 
an ex-member of Congress, and ex-governor of Ten
nessee, from his voluntary exile among savages—with 
whom 

" Wrought upon, perplex'd in the extreme," 

he had sought relief—first came to Texas, he found 
but two houses between Jonesborough and Nacog
doches. 

After visiting San Filipe, San Antonio, and Natch
itoches, Louisiana, fascinated with the country, he 
settled in Nacogdoches. 
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^ ^ ^̂ '•t- H i s name fills the br ightes t pages of Texan his-
>̂ tory, and he is called tifm-Fathm--^ Tmms. 

- -tu(s,a8 Y o a k u m says of him : 

was Sam Houston, la te governor of the S ta te of Ten 
..V ^ '*> • " Amoni^ the new-comers into Texas in the year 1832 

" nessee, a man oi extraordinary fortunes. B y bi r th a 
Virginian, bu t b rought u p in Blount County, among 

«, maij ^]^Q mounta ins of E a s t Tennessee, he volunteered a t an 

' ^^^'^^' early age as a soldier in the army; was promoted to 

*̂  V > % the rank of lieutenant; fought at the battle of the 

'J" 'JI m ITorse-sJioe, in which he was severely wounded ; re-
soimnmii tu rned to Tennessee, where he at t racted the at tent ion 

^ ifl ncn h\ Qf General Jackson, and was taken into his mil i tary 
ten annoyedIj family; was appointed Indian agent for the Chero-

kees; he afterward studied law, was elected attorney-
general for Tennessee, and major-general of the state 

i Sam HoQstoi, militia; represented the Nashville district in Con-
ovemor of Teo gress, and was elected governor of the state. He was 
ifsarages-wii appointed second lieutenant in the 39 th regiment of 

infantry, by President Madison, on the 20th of April, 
'""'' 1815, " to rank as such from the 20th of May, 1814; " 

lis ie fonod and first lieutenant in the 1st regiment of infantry, by 
and V̂o5» President Monroe, on the 5th of March, 1818, " to rank 

as such from the 1st of May, 1817." In November, 
and̂ atci' 1817, he was appointed sub-agent of the Cherokee In-
countJT) ^'^ dians. On the 14th of December, 1821, he was elected 

major-general of the middle division of Tennessee 

k4 



1 4 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

militia. In August of the years 1823 and 1825 he 
was elected a representative to Congress; and in 
August, 1827, he was chosen governor of the State of 
Tennessee; married—which soon proving unfortunate, 
he resigned his ofiice of governor, and in April, 1829, 
went into voluntary exile among those Cherokee In
dians, for whom he had been agent twelve years before. 
But they had been removed, and in 1829 were living 
on the Indian lands near Cantonment Gibson. He had 
been adopted by the chief, Oolooteka, and on the 21st 
of October of the above-mentioned year was admitted 
to the rights of citizenship by an official act of the 
authorities of the nation. Among these people he sub
sisted by trade, making an occasional trip to the older 

. states. 

In June 1829, President Jackson thus wrote to him 
about his exile and misfortunes: 

" My affliction was great, and as much as I well could bear, when I 

parted with you on the 18th of January last. I then viewed you as on 

the brink of happiness, and rejoiced. About to be united in marriage 

to a beautiful young lady, of accomplished manners and of respectable 

connections, and of your own selection—you the governor of the state, 

and holding the affections of the people: these were your prospects 

when I shook you by the hand and lade you farewell! You can well 

judge of my astonishment and grief in receiving a letter from you, dated 

at Little Rock, A. T., 11th of May, conveying the sad intelligence thai 

you were then a private citizen, ' an exile from your counti^ !' What 

reverse of fortune! How unstable are all human affairs!" 

% 

I 
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What a sad commentary on the emptiness of all 

' ^^^e State of 

8e 

'̂i earthly things? 
The vanity of fame, ambition gratified, the posses

sion of wealth, beauty, and power! 
Gov. Houston had them all, and yet, being unhappy, 

Il resigned them and went into voluntary exile among 
savages! 

™g But: 
^^'^ Helail " There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 

and on tte 2k Rough-hew them how we will." 

IT was Soon becoming weary of his life with the Indians, 

sctoftk he quit them and returned again to his people, after 

epeopleiesDJ). which, with his majestic person and excellent mind, 

nptotheoldei he became a Samfison in the field and a Solomon in 

coicfisel. 

IS wrote toliiffl i As an evidence of his masterly genius, which seemed 

then to foresee the glorious results of the Texas revo

lution, as it did later, the disastrous end of our late 

»iildbear,iriiQil Unhappy civil war, and in order to inform the reader 

TiewedjonasoB what Texas then was under Mexican domination, and 

mutedininaniajt ^-^^ brilliant future awaiting her, Ihere insert a genuine, 

i.i,...h verhhtim et literatim letter, which speaks for itself, 
•ernor of the itat̂  ' r i 

ere your prospedi from the beloved " Father^4^ liai»e," to hjs life-long 

il ToB can well friend, the illustrious hero of Chalmette: 

/,J 
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NACHITOCES, La., Feb. 13, 1833. 

To PKESIDENT JACKSON : 

Dear Sir—Having been as far as Bexar, in the 
province of Texas, where I had an interview with the 
Comanche Indians, I am in possession of some informa
tion that will doubtless be interesting to you, and 
may be calculated to forward your views, if you 
should entertain any, touching the acquisition of 
Texas by the United States. That such a measure is 
desirable by nineteen-twentieths of the population of 
the province, I cannot doubt. They are now without 
law ŝ to govern or protect them. Mexico is involved 
in civil war. The Federal Constitution has never 
been in operation. The government is essentially 
despotic, and must be so for years to come. The ru
lers have not honesty, and the people have not intelli

gence. 

The people of Texas are determined to form a 
State government, and to separate from Coahuila; 
and unless Mexico is soon restored to order, and the 
Constitution revived and re-enacted, the Province of 
Texas will remain separate from the confederacy of 
Mexico. She has already beaten and expelled all the 
troops of Mexico from her soil, nor will she permit 
them to return. She can defend herself against the' 
whole power of Mexico; for really Mexico is power
less and penniless to all intents and purposes. Her 
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want of money, t aken in connection wi th the com-se 

' ^̂ xar in A. which Texas must and will adopt, wdll render a trans-

^^rviewwitlitl, ^^^ ^^ Texas inevitable to some power; and if the 
of someinfofj, United States does not press for it, England will most 
tiEi: to von () assuredly obtain i t by some .means. N o w is a very 
ir vi,,Y, u important crisis for Texas, as relates to her future 

e acquisition f prosperity and safety, as well as the relation it is to 
i]cli 3 jjjg ; bear toward the United States. If Texas is desirable 
]g pQpjj ij , to the United States, it is now in the most favorable 

are now li attitude, perhaps, that it can be, to obtain it on fair 
• • • I , terms. England is pressing her suit for it, but its 
,• , citizens will resist if any transfer should be made of 

ition hi nevt: "^ 
. „ them to any other power but the United States. 

t IS esseEt;;!..- *' ^ 

rp, I have travel led nearly five hundred miles across 
come, llienj 
I , „ Texas, and am now enabled to iudere p re t ty correctly 
liaveiiot/;//c!: . / 

of the soil and the resources of the country. And I 
have no hesitation in pronouncing it the finest coun
try, to its extent, upon the globe; for the greater 

•offl Coaniiiia; «• -̂  • • i j i ii.i • 

J portion of it IS richer and more nealtny, m my opin-
' . . ion, than West Tennessee. There can be no doubt 

^ ' but the country east of the Rio Grande would sus-
'"' •/ tain a population of ten millions of souls. My opin-
^^ " , ion is, that Texas will, by her members in convention, 
-i '̂ ^ r on the first of April, declare all that country as Texas 

-̂'̂ ''' proper, and form a State Constitution. I expect to 
be present at the convention, and will apprise you of 
the course adopted so soon as its members have taken 

t̂fi iier 

k 
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a final action. It is probable I may make Texas m y | ^ 
abiding place; in adopting this course, I will neverm ? 
forget the country of my birth. 

From this point I will notify the commissioners of] 
the Indians at Fort Gibson of my success, w^hich will] 
reach you through the War Department. 

I have with much pride and inexpressible satisf ac-| 
tion seen your messages and proclamation touching the 
nuUifiers of the South, and their " Peaceable reme
dies." God grant that you may save the Union ! It: 
does seem to me that it is reserved for you, and you i 
alone, to render millions so great a blessing. I hear 
all voices commend your course, even in Texas-
where is felt the liveliest interest for the preservation 
of the Republic. 

Permit me to tender you my sincere felicitations, 
and most earnest solicitude for your health and hap-
ness—and your future glory, connected with the pro
sperity of the Union. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

SAM HousTOjsr. 

Gen. Houston did make this richer and m,ore heal

thy country than TVest Tennessee his abiding place, 

and was chairman of the committee on the Constitu
tion in the convention which met at San Filipe on the 
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^̂ ŝiny first of April, 1833, but when he said in his letter to 
'̂ ^^ 'm& President Jackson: 

" She has already beaten and expelled all the troops 
"'̂loners o{ of Mexico from her soil, nor will she permit them to 
'̂ '̂ icliivi]] return "—he spoke of the past, which I will explain. 

ent 
In June, 1832, Wm. B. Travis, and P. C. Jack, with 

^ satisfac, other Texans, were arrested and imprisoned by Col. 
™ii;'tlt Bradburn, the commanding officer of Anahuac. 
^ f̂flf- Bradburn was a tyrannical and an overbearing man, 

'Delnion! 1; but Travis and Jack were popular, so their friends 
^̂  .̂ou. and Toi endeavored to release them. 
^̂ '̂ iiig Ik' They came on Bradburn unexpectedly, and he 
''en m Texa- promised to release them, but asked time, in order to 
:ne preserrati I prepare for defence. 

In the meantime, he prepared, mounted his cannon, 
re ielieitatioi! and caused his assaulters to retire. 
healtli and haf They demanded cannon of the commander of Fort 
i with tlie p Velasco, which he refused, and they took the cannon 

by force. 
The commander, Capt. John Austin, the Alcalde of 

the 2d department of Austin colony, in reply to an 
1 HorsTO.v. official letter of Col. Mexia, w ho came with a fleet of 

five vessels and 400 men to the mouth of the Brazos, 
in order to find out and punish the offenders—thus 
briefly gives this portion of the history of Texas: 

" W e are farmers, and not soldiers; therefore desire 

4 

fl 

ijj^ that the military commandants shall not interfere with 
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US at all. Since 1830, we have been pretty niuelli 
governed militarily, and in such a despotic manner thafj 
we were finally driven to arms, to resist within theiiij 
limits the military subalterns of the General Govern-J 
ment. We have not insulted the fiag of our adoptee 
country, as had been surmised from our first movements; 
but, on the contrary, we have sustained its true dignity,;, 
and attacked those who had outraged it, by using it as 
a pretext for their encroachments upon the constitution' 
and sovereignty of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
and as a cover for their baseness and personal crimes.! 

" The commandant of Fort Velasco acted under the 
orders of the commandant of Anahuac, Col. Juan 
Davis Bradburn. An investigation of the conduct of 
that officer will inform you fully of the details of many 
despotic and arbitary acts. He was sustained by the 
commandant of Nacogdoches, Col. Piedras, and by that 
of Fort Velasco, Lieut.-Col. Ugartechea, and, conse
quently, we were compelled to oppose them all. 

" Therefore we attacked Fort Velasco on the 26th 
of last month, wdth one hundred and twelve farmers, 
hastily collected, without discipline, and badly armed; 
and, after an obstinate and bloody engagement of 
eleven hours, il surrendered, on the terms expressed in 
the enclosed copy of the capitulation—every article of 
which has been strictly complied with on our part, be
sides furnishing the provisions needed for the troops." 
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Col. Mexia was received kindly by the Texans, and 
after professing himself satisfied with their explana
tions, returned wdth his fleet and the garrison of the 
dismantled fort at Velasco to Mexico, in order to aid 
Santa Anna in establishing the Plan of Vera Cruz. 

The odious Bradburn after being forced to release 
his prisoners, escaped from the fort at Anahuac and 
fled to New Orleans. 

Among the persons who took part in the release of 
Travis and Jack, were the venerable Edwin Waller, 
Wm. J. Russell, Frank W. Johnson, Judge Munson, 
Andrew Mills, Wm. H. Wharton, Henry Brown, the 
father of John Henry Brown, and T. Bennett. 

The capture of Velasco took place on the 26th June, 
and was followed by that of Nacogdoches on the 2d 
August, 1832, which Kennedy thus describes: 

Piedras, the commandant at Nacogdoches, declined 
Mexia's invitation to join the "Liberating Army" in 
Mexico, which afforded the inhabitants of that place a 
pretext for expelling him. Declaring in favor of the 
Vera Cruz Plan, the Nacogdoches settlers attacked the 
garrison in their ^'-quartei^'' and after protracted 
skirmishing, in which three Texans were killed and 
seven wounded, and eighteen Mexicans killed and 

|venty-two wounded, the latter evacuated their quar-
^̂ * TS during the night and retreated towards the river 
*^ Jigelina. Pursued by a party of mounted men, who 

\ 
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killed two of their number and wounded several, their / 
leader, Piedras, proposed a temporary cessation of hos
tilities ; as it was late in the evening, he was allowed \ 

to occupy the house of an Anglo-American without 
molestation from the Texans. The next morning, the 
Mexicans, terrified by a deceptive report of the ap
proach of a large hostile force, surrendered at discre
tion, and, after being disarmed, were permitted to 
continue their route to San Antonio de Bexar. Other 
garrisons withdrew into the interior about the same 
time. The citizens of Bexar and the governor of the 
State openly declared for the Plan of Vera Cruz; j^o-
litical unanimity generally prevailed, and in August, 
1832, Texas was free from military domination and 
internal strife. 
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CHAPTER IL 

\ 

^»s4wed 

''̂ ;'tlie The Convention of 1833, its members and action.—The Constitution and 

'I't of tjif. jD. Memorial prepared by it.—Austin takes the Constitution and Memorial 
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Pemittedto 

^^^- Oiff n n i l E convention of 1833, at San Filipe, was com-

m{ the v-. J - posed of the representative men of Texas, and 

overnoroftlif its action will ever command the respect of all true 

era Cruz: j- lovers of liberty and self-government. 

indin Aii:« Yoakum says of i t : 

imiLatioD i. A body of more distinguished men had not met 

in Texas. Among them were Branch T. Archer, 
Stephen F. Austin, David G. Burnet, Sam Houston 
(one of the five delegates from Nacogdoches), J. B. Mil
ler, and William H. Wharton. The latter was chosen 
President of the convention. The members entered up
on their labors in earnest. The requisite committees 
were appointed: among them were the important com
mittees on the constitution and on a memorial to the 
supreme government of Mexico. Sam Houston was 
appointed chairman of the first, and David G. Burnet 
of the second named committee. The constitution 
ramed was a model of republicanism, w ith now and 
hen an indication, however, that some clauses were 

^ \ \ 
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inserted and some principles retained to please the 
Mexican ear. The right of trial by jury, the writ oi. 

habeas corpus, the right of petition, freedom of the 
press, direct and universal suffrage, and all those/ 
clauses usual in a bill of rights, were inserted. On the 
subject of religious liberty, however, they were silent. 

The memorial throws so much light on the situation 
of Texas in 1833, explains so clearly the causes whicl^i 
led to the revolution, and is itself such a rare and ex
cellent document, that it is here inserted: 

TEXAJST MEMOKIAL. 

Memorial of the Texan Convention of April, 1833, to 

the General Congress of the United Mexican States. 

The inhabitants of Texas, by their representatives 
elect in convention assembled, would respectfully ap
proach the national Congress, and present this their 
memorial, praying that the union which was estab
lished between Coahuila and Texas, whereby the two 
ancient provinces were incorporated into one free and 
independent state, under the name of "COAHUILA AND 

TEXAS," may be dissolved, abrogated, and perpetually 
cease; and that the inhabitants of Texas may be 
authorized to institute and establish a separate state 
government, which will be in accordance with the 
federal constitution and the constitutive act; and that 
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the state so constituted shall be received and incorpo
rated into the great confederation of Mexico, on terms 
of equality with the other states of the Union. 

To explain the grounds of this application, your me
morialists would respectfully invite the attention of the 
general Congress to the following considerations:— 

The consolidation of the late provinces of Coahuila 
and Texas was, in its nature, provisional, and, in its 
intention, temporary. The decree of the sovereign con
stituent Congress, bearing date the 7th of May, 1824, 
contemplates a separation, and guarantees to Texas the 
right of having a state government whenever she may 
be in a condition to ask for the same. That decree 
provides that, " so soon as Texas shall be in a condition 
to figure as a state of itself, it shall inform Congress 
thereof, for its resolution." The implication conveyed 
by this clause is plain and imperative; and vests in 
Texas as perfect a right as language can convey, unless 
it can be presumed that the sovereign constituent Con
gress, composed of the venerable fathers of the repub
lic, designed to amuse the good people of Texas by an 
illusory and disingenuous promise, clothed in all the 
solemnity of a legislative enactment. Your memorial
ists have too high a veneration for the memory of that 
illustrious body to entertain any apprehensions that 
such a construction will be given to their acts by their 

patriotic successors, the present Congress of Mexico. 
2 
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The decree is dated anterior t o the adoption of the : 
federal constitution, and therefore, by a clear and funda
mental principle of law and justice, it obviates the neces-
sity of recurring to the correspondent provision in the 
fiftieth article of that instrument, which requires " the 
ratification of three-fourths of the other states" in 
order " to form a new state out of the limits of those 
that already exist." And it assures to Texas—by all 
the sanctity of a legislative promise, in which the good 
faith of the Mexican nation is pledged—an exemption 
from the delays and uncertainties that must result 
from such multiplied legislative discussion and resolu
tion. To give to the federal constitution, ^vdlich is the * 
paramount law of the land, a retrospective operation, 
w^ould establish a precedent that might prove disas
trous to the Avhole system of the nation's jurisprudence, 
and subversive of the very foundations of the govern
ment. 

The authority of precedents is decidedly in favor of 
the position which your memorialists w^ould respect
fully sustain before the general Congress. By the 
Constitutive Act, adopted on the 31st of January, 1824, 
Coahuila, New Leon, and Texas were joined together, 
and denominated THE INTERXAL EASTEI-.X .STATE. By a 
law passed by the constituent Congress on the 7th of 
May, 1824, that union was dissolved, and the province 
of New Leon w âs admitted into the confederacy as an 
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independent state. It is on the ŝ c<??i6? article of this 
law that the people of Texas now predicate their right 
to a similar admission. The constitutive act, above 
mentioned, consolidated the late provinces of Chihua
hua, Durango, and New Mexico, under the style of 
" the internal northern state;" and on the 22d of May, 
1824, a summary law decreed that "Durango should 
form a state of the Mexican Confederation," and she 
was admitted accordingly. The same privilege was 
extended to Chihuahua by a decree of the 6th of July 
of the same year. These conjunct provinces stood, at 
the period of their separation, in precisely the same 
relation to the federal government that Texas and 
Goahuila now occupy. They have been separated and 
erected into free and independent states in a summary 
manner; and the same right was guaranteed " when
ever she should be in a condition to accept it." The 
other case, of Sonora and Sinaloa, is materially variant 
in matter of fact. Those provinces were originally in
corporated into the confederation as one state, with
out any antecedent condition or guarantee; and, at the 
aidoption of the present constitution, they justly be
came liable to all the forms and restrictions prescribed 
in that national pact. 

%i We would further suggest to the honorable Con-
00: gress that the present juncture is peculiarly felicitous 
jjiS^ lor dispensing with interminabl© and vexatious foniis. 
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The federal government is wisely employed in adopt
ing important organic improvements, and aiming at a 
salutary renovation of the political system. The dis- 'i 
asters of an eventful civil convulsion are yielding to 
the reo-eneratino; influences of domestic concord and 
improved experience; and every department of the 
confederacy is open to such needful modifications as 
the wisdom of the renewed Congress may designate. 
Texas solicits, as her portion in the general reforma-1 
tion, to be disenthralled from her unhappy connec
tion with Coahuila; and she avails herself of this 
opportunity, by means of her chosen delegates, who 
are the authorized organs of the people, to commu
nicate " to the general Congress" that she is now 
" in a situation to figure as a state by herself," and is 
profoundly solicitous that she may be permitted to 
do so. 

The general Congress may possibly consider the 
mode of this communication as informal. To this sug
gestion we would, with great deference, reply, that the . 
events of the past year have not only violated the 
established forms and etiquette of the government, but. 
have suspended, at least, its vital functions; and it 
would appear exceedingly rigorous to exact from the 
inhabitants of Texas, living on a remote frontier of 
the republic, a minute conformity to unimportant i 

punctilios. The ardent desire of the people is made 
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known to the Congress through their select representa
tives, the most direct and unequivocal medium by 
which they can possibly be conveyed; and surely the 
enlightened Congress will readily concur with us in 
the sentiment that the wishes and wants of the people 
form the best rule for legislative guidance. The peo
ple of Texas consider it not only an absolute right, 
but a most sacred and imperative duty to themselves, 
and to the Mexican nation, to represent their wants in 
a respectful manner to the general government, and to 
solicit the best remedy of which the nature of their 
grievances will admit. Should they utterly fail in this 
duty, and great and irremediable evils ensue, the peo
ple would have reason to reproach themselves alone; 
and the general Congress, in whom the remedial power 
resides, would also have reason to censure their supine-
ness and want of fidelity to the nation. Under this 
view, we trust the Congress will not regard with ex
cessive severity any slight departure which the good 
people of Texas may in this instance have made from 
the ordinary formalities of the government. 

And ŵ e would further suggest to the equitable con
sideration of the federal Congress that, independent 
of and anterior to the express guarantee contained in 
the decree of the 7th of May, 1824, the right of hav-
ine: a separate state government was vested in and be
longed to Texas, by the fact that she participated as 
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a distinct province in the toils and sufferings byv 
which the glorious emancipation of Mexico w âi.; 
achieved, and the present happy form of government 
was established. The subsequent union with Coa
huila w âs a temporary compact, induced by a sup--
posed expediency, arising from an inadequate popula
tion on the part of Texas " to figure as a state of itself." 
This inducement was transient in its nature; and the 
compact, like all similar agreements, is subject to ab
rogation, at the will of either party, w'henever the de
sign of its creation is accomplished, or is ascertained 
to be impracticable. The obvious design of the union 
between Coahuila and Texas was, on the one part, at 
least, the more effectually to secure the peace, safety 
and hapi^iness of Texas. That design has not been 
accomplished, and facts piled upon facts afford a mel
ancholy evidence that it is utterly impracticable. Tex
as never has and never can derive from the connection 
benefits in any wise commensurate with the evils she 
has sustained, and which are daily increasing in num
ber and in magnitude. 

But our reasons for the proposed separation are 
more explicitly set forth in the subjoined remarks. 

The history of Texas, fi-om its earliest settlement to 
the present time, exhibits a series of practical neglect 
and indifference to all her peculiar interests on the 
part of each successive government which has had the 
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control of her political destinies. The recollection of 
^^^ iva these things is calculated to excite the most pungent 

men regrets for the past, and the most painful forebodings 
for the future. Under the several regal dominions, 
Texas presented the gloomy spectacle of a province 
profusely endow^ed b)^ nature, abandoned and con
signed to desolation by the profligate avariciousness of 
a distant despot. The tyrants of Spain regarded her 
only as a convenient barrier to the mines of the adja
cent provinces; and the more w^aste and depopulated 
she was, the more effectually she answered their self
ish and unprincipled purpose. Her agricultural 
resources were either unknown, or esteemed of no value 
to a government anxious only to sustain its wasting 
magnificence by the silver and gold wrung from the 
prolific bosom of Mexico. To foster the agricultural 
interests of any portion of her splendid viceroyalty, 
or her circumjacent conquests, was never the favorite 
policy of Spain. To have done so, would have nur
tured in her remote dominions a hardy and industii-
ous population of yeomanry, who have ever proved 
the peculiar dread of tyrants, and the best assurance 
of a nation's independence. 

I t was natural, then, that the royal miscreants of 
Spain should regard Texas wdth indifference, if not 
with a decided and malignant aversion to her im
provement. But it would be both unnatural and 
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erroneous to attribute similar motives to the paternal | 
governinent of independent, confederate, republican 
Mexico. She can have no interest averse to the com
mon weal; can feel no desire to depress the agricul-; 
tural faculties of any portion of her common terri
tory; and can entertain no disquieting jealousies thatj 
should prompt her to dread the increase or to mar 
the prosperity of any portion of her agricultural 
population. These are the best, the broadest, and the 
most durable bases of her free institutions. 

We must look to other causes, therefore, for the 
lamentable negligence that has hitherto been mani
fested toward the prosperity of Texas. The fact of 
such negligence is beyond controversy. The melan
choly effects of it are apparent in both her past and 
present condition. The cause must exist somewhere. 
We believe it is principally to be found in her politi
cal annexation to Coahuila. That conjunction was, in 
its origin, unnatural and constrained; and the longer 
it is continued, the more disastrous it will prove. The 
two territories are disjunct in all their prominent re
spective relations. In point of locality, they approxi
mate only by a strip of sterile and useless territory, 
which must long remain a comparative wilderness, 
and present many serious embarrassments to that 
facility of intercourse which should ahvays exist 
between the seat of government and its remote popu-

'I 
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lation. In respect to commerce and its various intri
cate relations, there is no community of interests 
between them. The one is altogether interior; is 
consequently abstracted from all participation in 
maritime concerns; and is naturally indifferent, if not 
adverse, to any system of polity that is calculated to 

ortoaaf promote the diversified and momentous interests of 
'̂ ?'̂ t̂iii:i: commerce. The other is blest with many natural 
^̂ andtlf advantages for extensive commercial operations, 
'̂ which, if properly cultivated, would render many 

lore, for |{ valuable accessions to the national marine, and a large 
been 111 increase to the national i-evenues. The importance 

of an efficient national marine is evinced, not only by 
the history of other and older governments, but by the 
rich halo of glory which encircles the brief annals of 
•the Mexican navy. In point of climate and of natural 
productions, the two territories are equally dissimi
lar. Coahuila is a pastoral and a mining country: 
Texas is characteristically an agricultural district. 
The occupations incident to these various intrinsic 
properties are equally various and distinct; and a 
course of legislation that may be adapted to the en
couragement of the habitual industry of the one 
district might present only embarrassment and per
plexity, and prove fatally deleterious to the prosperity 
of the other. 

I t is not needful, therefore—neither do we desire 
2* 
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—to attribute any sinister or invidious design to th 

legislative enactments or to the domestic economical 

policy of Coahuila (whose ascendancy in the join 

councils of the state gives her an uncontrolled an 

exclusive power of legislation), in order to ascertain 

the origin of the evils that affect Texas, and which, i 

permitted to exist, must protract her feeble and d 

pendent pupilage to a period coeval with such exis 

ence. Neither is it important to Texas whether thos 

evils have proceeded from a sinister policy in the pre-* 

dominant influences of Coahuila, or whether they are 

the natural results of a union that is naturally ad

verse to her interests. The effects are equally re-j 

pugnant and injurious, whether emanating from the 

one or the other source. 

Bexar, the ancient capital of Texas, presents a 

faithful but a gloomy picture of her general want of 

protection and encouragement. Situated in a fertile,^ 

picturesque, and healthful region, and established a 
century and a half ago (within Avhich period popu

lous and magnificent cities have sprung into existence), 

she exhibits only the decrepitude of age—sad testi

monials of the absence of that political guardianship* 

which a wise government should always bestow uj^on A 

the feebleness of its exposed frontier settlements. A \ 

hundred and seventeen years have elapsed since Go
liad and Nacogdoches assumed the distinctive name 
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of towns, and they are still entitled only to the 
diminutive appellation of villages. Other military 
and missionary establishments have been attempted, 
but, from the same defect of protection and encour
agement, they have been swept away, and scarcely a 
vestige remains to rescue their locations fi'om oblivion. 

We do not mean to attribute these specific disasters 
to the union with Coahuila, for we know they trans
pired long anterior to the consummation of that 
union. But we do maintain that the same political 
causes, the same want of protection and encourage
ment, the same mal-organization and impotency of 
the local and minor faculties of the government, the 
same improvident indifference to the peculiar and 
vital interests of Texas, exist now that operated then. 
Bexar is still exposed to the depredations of her 
ancient enemies, the insolent, vindictive, and faith
less Comanches. Her citizens are still massacred, 
their cattle destroyed or driven away, and their very 
habitations threatened, by a tribe of erratic and 
undisciplined Indians, whose audacity has derived 
confidence from success, and whose long-continued 
aggressions have invested them with a fictitious and 
excessive terror. Her schools are neglected, her 
churches desolate, the sounds of human industry 
are almost hushed, and the voice of gladness and 
festivity is converted into wailing and lamentacion. 
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by the disheartening and multiplied evils which sur
round her defenceless population. Goliad is still 
kept in constant trepidation; is paralyzed in all her 
efforts for improvement; and is harassed on all her 
borders by the predatory incursions of the Wacoes, 
and other insignificant bands of savages, whom a 
well-organized local government would soon subdue 
and exterminate. 

These are facts, not of history merely, on which 
the imagination must dwell with an unwilling melan
choly, but they are events of the present day, which 
the present generation feel in all their dreadful 
reality. And these facts, revolting as they are, are 
as a fraction only in the stupendous aggregate of our 
calamities. Our misfortunes do not proceed from 
Indian depredations alone; neither are they confined 
to a few isolated, impoverished, and almost tenantless 
towns. They pervade the w^hole territory—operate 
upon the whole population—and are as diversified 
in character as our public interests and necessities are 
various. Texas at large feels and deplores an utter 
destitution of the common benefits which have usually 
accrued from the worst system of internal govern
ment that the patience of mankind ever tolerated. 
She is virtually without a government; and if she is 
not precipitated into all the unspeakable horrors of 
anarchy, it is only because there is a redeeming spirit 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 37 

among the people, which still infuses some moral 
energy into the miserable fragments of authority that 
exist among us. We are peifectly sensible that a 
large portion of our population, usually denominati^d 
" the colonists," and composed of Anglo-Americans, 
have been greatly calumniated before the Mexican 
government. But could the honorable Congress 
scrutinize strictly into our real condition—could they 
see and understand the wrefched confusion, in all the 
elements of government, which we daily feel and de
plore—our ears would no longer be insulted, nor our 
feelings mortified, by the artful fictions of hireling 
emissaries from abroad, nor by the malignant asper
sions of disappointed military commandants at home. 

Our grievances do not so much result from any 
positive misfeasance on the part of the present state 
authorities, as from the total absence, or the very 
feeble and mutile dispensation, of those restrictive 
influences which it is the appropriate design of the 
social compact to exercise upon the people, and w^hich 
are necessary to fulfil the ends of civil society. We 
complain more of the xoant of all the important at
tributes of government, than of the abuses of any. 
We are sensible that all human institutions are es
sentially imperfect. But there are relative degrees 
of perfection in modes of government as in other 
matters, and it is both natural and right to aspire to 
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t ; 

that mode which is most likely to accomplish its i 

legitimate purpose. This is wisely declared in our 
present state constitution, to be "the happiness of 
those w ĥo compose it." It is equally obvious that 
the happiness of the people is more likely to be 
secured by a local than by a remote government. 
In the one case, the governors are partakers, in com
mon with the governed, in all the political evils 
which result to the community, and have therefore a 
personal interest in so discharging their respective 
functions as will best secure the common w^elfare. 
In the other supposition, those vested with authority 
are measurably exempt from the calamities that 
ensue an abuse of power, and may very conveniently 
subserve their own interests and ambition, while they 
neglect or destroy " the welfare of the associated." 

But, independent of these general truths, there are 
some impressive reasons why the peace and happiness 
of Texas demand a local government. Constituting 
a remote frontier of the republic, and bordering on 
a powerful nation, a portion of whose population, in 
juxtaposition to hers, is notoriously profligate and * 
lawless, she requires, in a peculiar and emphatic 
sense, the vigorous application of-such laws as are 
necessary, not only to the preservation of good order, 
the protection of property, and the redress of per
sonal wrongs, but such also as are essential to the 
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prevention of illicit commerce, to the security of the 
puV>iic revenues, and to the avoidance of serious 
collision with the authorities of the neighboring 
republic. That such a judicial administration is im
practicable under the present arrangement, is too 
forcibly illustrated by the past to admit of any 
rational hope for the future. 

I t is an acknowledged principle in the science of 
jurisprudence, that the prompt and certain infliction 
of mild and humane punishment is more efficacious 
for the prevention of crime than a tardy and precari
ous administration of the most sanguinary penal code. 
Texas is virtually denied the benefit of this benevolent 
rule by the locality and the character of her present 
government. Crimes of the greatest atrocity may go 
unpunished, and hardened criminals triumph in their 
iniquity, because of the difficulties and delays which 
encumber her judicial system, and necessarily inter
vene a trial and conviction, and the sentence and the 
execution of the law. Our "supreme tribunal of 
justice " holds its sessions upward of seven hundred 
miles distant from our central population; and that 
distance is greatly enlarged, and sometimes made im
passable, by the casualties incident to a " mail" con
ducted by a single horseman through a wilderness 
often infested by vagrant and murderous Indians. 
Before sentence can be pronounced by the local courts 
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on persons charged with the most atrocious crimes, a 
copy of the process must be transmitted to an asses
sor, resident at Leona Vicario (Saltillo), w ĥo is too 
far removed from the scene of guilt to appreciate the 
importance of a speedy decision, and is too much 
estranged from our civil and domestic concerns to 
feel the miseries that result from a total want of legal 
protection in person and property. But our difficul
ties do not terminate here. After the assessor shall 
have found leisure to render his opinion, and final 
judgment is pronounced, it again becomes necessary 
to resort to the capital to submit the tardy sentence 
to the supreme tribunal for " approbation, revocation, 
or modification," before the judgment of the la^v can 
be executed. Here we have again to encounter the 
vexations and delays incident to all governments 
where those who exercise its most interesting func
tions are removed by distance from the people on 
whom they operate, and for whose benefit the social 
compact is created. 

These repeated delays, resulting from the remote
ness of our courts of judicature, are pernicious in 
many respects. They involve heavy expenses, which, 
in civil suits, are excessively onerous to litigants, and 
give to the rich and influential such manifold advan
tages over the poor as operate to an absolute exclusion 
of the latter from the remedial and protective bene-



HISTORY OF TEXAS. ^i 

fits of the law. They offer seductive opportunities 
and incitements to bribery and corruption, and en
danger the sacred purity of the judiciary, which, of 
all the branches of the government, is most intimate
ly associated with the domestic and social happiness 
of man, and should therefore be not only sound and 
pure, but unsuspected of the venal infection. They 
present insuperable difficulties to the exercise of the 
corrective right of recusation, and virtually nullify 
the constitutional power of impeachment. In crimi
nal actions they are no less injurious. They are 
equivalent to a license to iniquity, and exert a danger
ous influence on the moral feelings at large. Before 
the tedious process of the law can be complied with, 
and the criminal—whose hands are perhaps imbrued 
in a brother's blood—be made to feel its retributive 
justice, the remembrance of his crime is partially 
effaced from the public mind; and the righteous 
arbitrament of the law, which, if promptly executed, 
would have received universal approbation, and been 
a salutary warning to evil-doers, is impugned as vin
dictive and cruel. The popular feeling is changed 
from a just indignation of crime, into an amiable but 
mistaken sympathy for the criminal; and an easy and 
natural transition is converted into disgust and disaf
fection toward the government and its laws. 

These are some of the evils that result from the 
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annexation of Texas to Coahuila, and the exercise of 
legislative and judicial powers by the citizens of 
Coahuila over the citizens of Texas. The catalogue J 
might be greatly enlarged, but we forbear to trespass 
on the time of the honorable Congress (confiding to 
the worthy citizens who shall be charged with the 
high duty of presenting this memorial and the proto
col of a constitution which the people of Texas have 
framed, as the basis of their future government, the 
more explicit enunciation of them). Those evils are 
not likely to be diminished, but they may be exceed
ingly aggravated by the fact that that political con
nection w âs formed without the cordial approbation 
of the people of Texas, and is daily becoming more 
odious to them. Although it may have received their 
reluctant acquiescence, in its inception, before its 
evil consequences were developed or foreseen, the 
arbitrary continuance of it now, after the experience 
of nine j^ears has demonstrated its ruinous tendencies, 
would invest it wdth some of the most offensive 
features of usurpation. Your memorialists entertain 
an assured confidence that the enlightened Congress 
of Mexico will never give their high sanction to any- | 
thing that wears the semblance of usurpation or of 
arbitrary coercion. 

The idea may possibly occur, in the deliberations 
of the honorable Congress, that a territorial organIza-
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tion would cure our political maladies, and effectuate 
the great purposes which induce this application; and 
plausible reasons may be advanced in favor of it. 
But the wdsdom of Congress will readily detect the 
fallacy of these reasons, and the mischief consequent to 
such vain sophistry. In this remote section of the re
public, a territorial government must, of necessity, be 
divested of one essential and radical principle in all 
popular institutions—the Immediate responsibility of 
})ubllc agents to the people w-hom they serve. The 
appointments to office w^ould, in such case, be vested in 
the general government; and although such appoint
ments should be made with the utmost circumspection, 
the persons appointed, w^hen once arrayed in the ha
biliments of office, w^ould be too far removed from the 
appointing power to feel the restraints of a vigilant 
supervision and a direct accountability. The dearest 
rights of the people might be violated, the public 
treasures squandered, and every variety of imposition 
and iniquity practised, under the specious pretext of 
political necessity, wdiich the far-distant government 
could neither detect nor control. 

And we would further present, with great deference, 
that the institution of a territorial government would 
confer upon us neither the form nor the substance of 
our high guarantee. It would, indeed, diversify our 
miseries, by opening new avenues to peculation and 



44 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

abuse of power; but it would neither remove our diffi. 
culties nor place us in the enjoyment of our equal and 
vested rights. The only and adequate remedy that your . 
memorialists can devise, and which they ardently hope 1 
the collective wisdom of the nation will approve, is to 
be found iu the establishment of a local state govern^ % 

ment. We believe that if Texas were endowed with 
the faculties of a state government, she would be com
petent to remedy the many evils that now depress her 
energies, and frustrate every effort to develop and 
bring into usefulness the natural resources which a 
beneficent Providence has conferred upon her. We 
believe that a local legislature, composed of citizens 
who feel and participate in all the calamities w-hlch 
encompass us, would be enabled to enact such conser
vative, remedial, and punitive laws, and so to organize 
and put into operation the municipal and inferior 
authorities of the country, as would inspire universal 
confidence; would encourage the immigration of vir
tuous foreigners—prevent the ingress of fugitives from 
the justice of other countries—check the alarming ac
cumulations of ferocious Indians, whom the domestic 
policy of the United States of the North is rapidly 
translating to our borders; would give impulse and 
vigor to the industry of the people—secure a cheerful 
subordination and a faithful adhesion to the state and 
jgeneral governments; and would render Texas what 
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she ought to be—a strong arm of the republic, a terror 
to foreign invaders, and an example of peace and 
prosperity—of advancement in the arts and sciences, 
and of devotion to the Union—to her sister states. 
We believe that an executive chosen from among our
selves would feel a more intense interest in our politi
cal welfare, would watch with more vigilance over our 
social concerns, and would contribute more effectually 
to the purposes of his appointment. We believe that 
a local judiciary, drawn from the bosom of our own 
peculiar society, would be enabled to administer the 
laws with more energy and promptitude—to punish 
the disobedient and refractory—to restrain the vicious-
ness of the wicked—to impart confidence and security 
of both person and property to peaceable citizens—to 
conserve and perpetuate the general tranquillity of the 
state—and to render a more efficient aid to the co-ordi
nate powers of the government in carrying into effect 
the great objects of its institution. We believe that, 
if Texas w êre admitted to the Union as a separate 
state, she would soon "figure" as a brilliant star in 
the Mexican constellation, and would shed a new 
splendor around the illustrious city of Montezuma. 
We believe she would contribute largely to the na
tional wealth and aggandizement—would furnish new 
staples for commerce, and new materials for manufac
tures. The cotton of Texas would give employment 
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to^he artisans of Mexico; and the precious metals, 
\Ahich are now flowing into the coffers of England, 
would be retained at home, to reward the industry 
and remunerate the ingenuity of native citizens. 

The honorable Cono-ress need not be informed that 
a large portion of the population of Texas is of foreign 
origin. They have been invited here by the munifi
cent liberality and plighted faith of the Mexican go- f 
vernment; and they stand pledged, by every moral and 
religious principle, and by every sentiment of honor, 
to requite that liberality, and to reciprocate the faith
ful performance of the guarantee to "protect their 
liberties, property, and civil rights," by a cheerful de
dication of their moral and physical energies to the ad
vancement of their adopted country. But it is also appa
rent to the intelligence of the honorable Congress that 
the best mode of securing the j)ermanent attachment 
of such a population is, to incorporate them into the 
federal system, on such equitable terms as wdll redress 
every grievance, remove every cause of complaint, and 
insure, not only an identity of Interests, but an eventual 
blendino: and assimilation of all that is now foreiojn 
and incongruous. The Infancy of Imperial Rome was 
carried to an early adolescence by the fi'ee and unre
stricted admission of foreigners to her social compact. 
England never aspired to " the dominion of the seas" 
until she had united the hardiness of Scotland and the 
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gallantry of Ireland to her native prowess. Frajice 
derives her greatness from the early combination of 
the Salii, the Frank, and the Burgundlan. And Mex
ico may yet realize the period when the descendants 
of Montezuma will rejoice that their coalition with 
the descendants of Fernando Cortez has been streno-th-
ened and embellished by the adoption Into their nation
al family of a people drawn by their own gratuitous 
hospitality from the land of Washington and of free
dom. 

For these and other considerations, your memorial
ists would solemnly invoke the magnanimous spirit of 
the Mexican nation, concentrated in the wisdom and 
patriotism of the federal Congress. And they would 
respectfully and ardently pray that the honorable 
Congress would extend their remedial power to this 
obscure section of the republic; would cast around it 
" the sovereign mantle of the nation," and adopt it 
into a free and plenary participation of that " consti
tutional regime^' of equal sisterhood which alone can 
rescue it from the miseries of an ill-organized, ineffi
cient, internal government, and can reclaim this fair 
and fertile region from the worthlessness of an unten
anted w^aste, or the more fearful horrors of barbarian 
inundation. 

Your memorialists, on behalf of their constituents, 
would, in conclusion, avail themselves of this oppor-

J 
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tunity to tender to the honorable Congress their cor-
dial adhesion to i\Qplan of Zavaleta ; and to express 
their felicitations on the happy issue of the late un
happy conflict. They would also declare their grati
tude to the patriot-chief and his illustrious associates 
whose propitious conquests have saved from profana
tion " the august temple in which we have deposited 
the holy ark of our federal constitution," and have 
secured the ultimate triumph of the liberal and en
lightened principles of genuine republicanism. And 
they would unite their fervent aspirations with the 
prayers that must ascend from the hearts of all good 
Mexicans, that the Supreme Ruler of the universe, 
who " doeth his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth," would vouchsafe to this 
glorious land the blessings of peace and tranquillity; \ 

w'ould preserve it, in all future time, from the horrors 
of civil discord; and would shed down upon its ex
tended population the increased and increasing efful
gence of light and liberty which is fast irradiating the 
European continent, and extirpating the relics of 
feudal despotism of the antiquated errors of a barbar
ous age from the civilized world. 

DAVID G. BUKNET, 

Chairman of the Committee, 

\ 
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But a feeling of distrust or jealousy of their Texan 
colonists seems at this time to have swayed the 
councils of Mexico, for when Stephen F. Austin pre
sented this constitution and memorial to that govern
ment, then centralized under the entire control of 
Santa Anna, he was arrested and kept in Mexico, till 
September, 1835. 

To the eloquent appeals of the memorial, the Mexi
can authorities, in imitation of the conduct of Great 
Britain just before the memorable contest for Inde
pendence, when petitions from her American colo
nists were presented—turned a deaf ear. 

In the spring of 1834, while Stephen Austin was 
languishing in a Mexican prison, Colonel Joan Al
monte was commissioned by the Supreme Government 
to visit Texas, and report his observations to the 
Executive, which are so pertinent that the following 
extracts are here inserted: 

" This report," he observes, " although imperfect, 
will afford some idea of what Texas is, and what it 

was. 

" What it will be, it is not difficult to anticipate. 
If we consider the extraordinary and rapid advances 
that industry has made ; its advantageous geographical 
position, its harbors, the easy navigation of its 
rivers, the variety of its productions, the fertility of 
the soil, the climate, etc.,—the conclusion is, that 

3 
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Texas must soon be the most flourishing section of 
the Republic. There is no difficult}^ in explaining 
the reason of this prosperity. In Texas, with the 
exception of some disturbers {con ecepcion de algunos 

revoltosos), they only think of growing the sugar
cane, cotton, maize, wheat, tobacco; the breeding of 
cattle, opening of roads, and rendering the rivers 
navigable. Moreover, the effects of our political 
commotions are not felt there, and often it is only 
by mere chance our dissensions are knowm. Situated 
as Texas is, some 450 leagues from the capital of the 
Federation, it is easy to conceive the rapidity of its 
progress in population and industry, for the reason 
that Texas is out of the reach of the civil wars that 
have unfortunately come upon us. The inhabitants 
of that country continue, without interruption, to 
devote themselves to industrious occupations, giving 
value to the lands with which they have been favored 
by the munificence of the Government. 

" If, then, the position of Texas is so advantageous, 
why should not the Mexicans participate in its bene
fits? Are not they the owners of those valuable 
lands ? Are they not capable of encountering dan
gers with firmness and courage ? Let small companies 
be formed; enter into contracts wdth aorricultural 
laborers; appoint to each of the companies its over
seer, agent, or colonial director; and I will be the 

t 
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surety that, in less than one or two years, by the 
concession of eleven-league grants of land, which will 
not cost perhaps more than a trifle for the stamped 
')a])er on which the title is made out, the grants wdll 

,̂ converted into a property w^orth more than from 
een to twenty thousand dollars. Let those who 

to test the worth of this assurance visit the 
itions of the colonists, and they will perceive 

0 dreamer." 
s is possible," he proceeds to say, " I return 

as colonial director, I shall have great 
affording to purchasers of land and Mex-

^ .̂*rflJ)resarios all the information in my power for 
the better colonization of the country. I do not 
hesitate particularly to assure retired officers and 
invalids, that the best way to provide for their families 
is to solicit permission of the Government to capital
ize their pay, and go and colonize Texas. There 
they will find peace and industry, and obtain rest in 
their old age, which, in all probability, will not be 
found in the centre of the Republic." 

The report opens with a general notice of Texas, 
and then enters upon separate statistical details re
specting the three departments—Bexar, the Brazos, 
and Nacogdoches. My ol)ject being to adduce the 
Commissioner's authority as Mexican evidence to 
fact, I shall refer to his testimony in the order of his 

/ J 
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own arrangement. The investigation commenced in 
the spring, and terminated in the autumn of 1834. 

"The population of Texas," states the report, 
" extends from Bexar to the Sabine River, and in 
that direction there are not more than 25 leagues of 
unoccupied territory to occasion some inconvenience 
to the traveller. The most difficult part of the jour
ney to Texas is the space between the Rio Grande 
and Bexar, which extends a little more than 50 
leagues by what is called the Upper Road, and 
above 65 leagues by the way of Loredo. These dif
ficulties do not arise from the badness of the road 
itself, but from the absence of population, rendering 
it necessary to carry provisions and even water 
during summer, when it is scarce in this district. 
This tract is so flat and rich in pasturage that it 
may be travelled with sufficient relays, and at a 
suitable speed, without the fear of wanting forage. 

" In 1806 the department of Bexar contained two 
municipalities: San Antonio de Bexar, with a popu
lation of 5,000 souls, and Goliad, with 1,400; total, 
6,400. In 1834 there were four municipalities, 
wdth the following population respectively:—San 
Antonio de Bexar, 2,400; Goliad, 700; Victoria, \ 

300; San Patricio, 600; total 4,000. Deducting 
600 for the municipality of San Patricio (an Irish 
settlement), the Mexican population had declined-

\ 

\ 
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from 6,400 to 3,400 between 1806 and 1834. This 
is the only district of Texas in which .there are no 
negro laborers. Of the various colonies introduced 
into it, only two have prospered; one of Mexicans, on 
the river Guadalupe, by the road which leads from 
Goliad to San Felipe; the other of Irish, on the river 
Nueces, on the road from Matamoras to Goliad. 
With the exception of San Patricio, the entire dis
trict of Bexar is peopled by Mexicans. The greater 

part of the lands of Bexar can easily be irrigated, 

and there is no doubt that so soon as the Govern
ment, compassionating the lot of Texas, shall send a 
respectable force to chastise the savages, the Mex
icans will gladly hasten to colonize those valuable 
lands which court their labor. 

" Extensive undertakings cannot be entered on in 
Bexar, as there is no individual capital exceeding 
10,000 dollars. All the provisions raised by the in
habitants are consumed in the district. The wild 
horse is common, so as rarely to be valued at more 
than 20 rials (about 10 shillings British) when 
caught. Cattle are cheap; a cow and a calf not 
being worth more than 10 dollars, and a young bull 
or heifer from 4 to 5 dollars. Sheep are scarce, not 
exceeding 5,000 head. The whole export trade is 
confined to from 8,000 to 10,000 skins of various 
kinds, and the imports to a few articles from New 

M&iMai 
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Orleans, which are exchanged in San Antonio for 
peltry or currency. 

" There is one school in the capital of the Depart
ment supported by the municipality, but apparently 
the funds are so reduced as to render the maintenance 
of even this useful establishment impossible. What 
is to be the fate of those unhappy Mexicans who 
dwell in the midst of savages without hope of civili
zation ? Goliad, Victoria, and even San Patricio, 
are similarly situated, and it is not difficult to foresee 
the consequences of such a state of things. In the 
whole department there is but one curate, the vicar 
died of cholera morbus in September last. 

" The capital of the Department of the Brazos is 
San Felipe de Austin, and its principal towns are the 
said San Felipe, Brazoria, Matagorda, Gonzalez, Har-
risburg, Mina, and Velasco. The district containing 
these towns is that which is generally called ' Aus
tin's Colony.' 

" The following are the municipalities and towns 
of the Department, with the population: San 
Felipe, 2,500; Columbia, 2,100; Matagorda, 1,400; 
Gonzalez, 900; Mina, 1,100; total, 8,000. Towns: 
Brazoria, Harrisburg, Velasco, Bolivar. In the po
pulation are included 1,000 negroes, introduced under 
certain conditions guaranteed by the State Govern
ment (introducidos bajo ciertas condiciones, garantv-
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zadaspor el gobierno del estado) ; and although it is 
true that a few African slaves have been imported 
into Texas, yet it has been done contrary to the 
opinion of the respectable settlers, who were unable^ 
to prevent it. I t is to be hoped that this traffic has 
already been stopped; and it is desirable that a law 
of the General Congress and of the State should fix 
a maximum period for the introduction of negroes 
into Texas, as servants to the empresarios, which 
period ought not, in my opinion, to exceed ten or 
twelve years, at the end of which time they should 
enjoy absolute liberty. 

" The most prosperous colonies of this Department 
are those of Austin and Dewitt. Towards the north
west of San Felipe there is now a new colony under 
the direction of Robertson; the, same that was for
merly under the charge of Austin. 

" I n 1833, upwards of 2,000 bales of cotton, weigh
ing from 400 to 500 lbs. each, were exported from the 
Brazos; and it is said that in 1832 not less than 5,000 
bales were exported. The maize is all consumed iu 
the country, though the annual crop exceeds 50,000 
barrels. The cattle, of which there may be about 
25,000 head in the district, are usually driven for 
sale to Natchitoches. The cotton is exported regu
larly from Brazoria to New Orleans, where it pays 
2\ per cent, duty, and realizes from 10 to 10^ cents 
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per lb. for the exporter, after paying cost of trans
port, etc. The price of cattle varies but little 
throughout Texas, and is the same in the Brazos as 
in Bexar. There are no sheep in this district; herds 
of swine are numerous, and may be reckoned at 
50,000 head. 

" The trade of the Department of the Brazos has 
reached 600,000 dollars. Taking the estimate for 
1832 (the settlements having been ravaged by the 
cholera in 1833), the exports and imports are esti
mated thus: 5,000 bales of cotton, weighing 2,250,-
000 lbs., sold in New Orleans, and producing, at 10 
cents per lb., 225,000 dollars net; 50,000 skins, at an 
average of 8 rials each, 50,000 dollars. Value of 
exports, 275,000 dollars (exclusive of the sale of live 
stock). The imports are estimated at 325,000 dollars. 

" In this Department there is but one school, near 
Brazoria, erected by subscription, and containing 
from thirty to forty pupils. The wealthier colonists 
prefer sending their children to the United States; 
and those who have not the advantages of fortune 
care little for the education of their sons, provided 
they can wield the axe and cut down a tree, or kill a 
deer wdth dexterity. 

" The Department of Nacogdoches contains four 
municipalities and four towns. Nacogdoches munici
pality has a population of 3,500; that of San Au-

i 
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gustine, 2,500; Liberty, 1,000; Johnsburg, 2,000; 
the town of Anahuac, 50; Bevil, 140; Teran, 10; 
Tanaha, 100 ; total population, 9,900, in which is in
cluded about 1,000 -negroes, introduced under special 
arrangements. 

" Until now it appears that the New York Com
pany are only beginning to interest themselves in 
settling their lands, bought or obtained by contract 
with Messrs. Zavala, Burnet, and Vehlein, empre
sarios, who first undertook the colonization of the 
immense tracts which they obtained of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, and which are laid down in the 
maps of the North as lands of the ' Galveston Bay 
Company.' In consequence of that transaction, the 
Company are proprietors of nearly three-fourths of 
the Department of Nacogdoches, including the twenty 
leagues of boundary from that town to the Sabine. 
Of the contracts of Zavala, Burnet, and Vehlein, 
some expired last year, and others will expire during 
the present year. The Supreme Government, if at 
all anxious to do away with a system of jobbing so 
ruinous to the lands of the nation, at the hands of a 
few Mexicans and foreigners, ought, without loss of 
time, to adopt means to obviate the confusion daily 
arising out of contracts with the speculators, which 
create a feeling of disgust among the colonists, who 
are dissatisfied with the monopoly enjoyed by com-
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panics or contractors that have acquired the lands 
with the sole object of speculating in them. 

" The settlements of this district have not prospered, 
because speculators have not fulfilled their contracts, 
and the scattered population is composed of individ
uals who have obtained one or more leagues of land 
from the state, and of others who, in virtue of the 
law of colonization inviting strangers, have established 
themselves wherever it appeared most convenient. 
But the latter have not even the titles to their pro
perties, which it would be only fair to extend for 
them, in order to relieve them from that cruel state 
of uncertainty in which some have been placed for 
several years, as to whether they appertain to the • 
L^nited States or to Mexico. And as these colonists 
have emigrated at their own expense, it seems just 
that the contractors on whose lands they have settled, 
and W'ho were not instrumental to the introduction of 
their families, should not receive the premium allowed 
by law. In stipulating with those contractors {em-

fresarios^ both the General and State Government 
have hitherto acted with too much negligence, and It 
would be well that they should now seriously turn 
their attention to a matter so deeply important. 

"There are three common schools in this depart
ment ; one in Nacogdoches, very badly supported, an
other at San Augustine, and the third at Johnsburg. 

L 
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Texas wants a good establishment fol- public instruc
tion, where the Spanish language maybe taught; other
wise the language will be lost: even at present, Eng
lish is almost the only language spoken in this section 
of the Republic. 

"The trade of this Department amounts for the 
year to 470,000 dollars. The exports consist of cotton, 
skins of the deer, otter, beaver, etc., Indian corn, and 
cattle. There will be exported during this year about 
2,000 bales of cotton, 90,000 skins, and 50,000 head 
of cattle, equal in value to 205,000 dollars. The im
ports are estimated at 265,000 dollars; the excess in 
the amount of imports is occasioned by the stock 
which" remains on hand in the stores of the dealers. 

" There are about 50,000 head of cattle in the whole 
Department, and prices are on a level with those in 
the Brazos. There are no sheep, nor pasturage adapt
ed to them. There are above 60,000 head of swine, 
which will soon form another article of export. 

" There are machines for cleaning and pressing cot
ton in the Departments of Nacogdoches and the Brazos. 
There are also a number of saw-mills. A steamboat 
is plying on the Brazos River, and the arrival of tw ô 
more is expected; one for the Neches, the other for 
the Trinity. 

" The amount of the whole trade of Texas for the 
year 1834 may be estimated at 1,400,000 dollars. 

^s&^ 
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DEPARTMENTS. IMPORTS. EXPORTS. TOTAL. 

Bexar.: $40,000 $20,000 $60,000 
Brazos 325,000 275,000 600,000 
Nacogdoches 265,000 205,000 470,000 
Approximate valuation of contraband trade with the interior, 

tlu-ough the ports of Brazoria, Matagorda and Copano 270,000 

Total $1,400,000 

" Money is very scarce in Texas; not one in ten sales 
are made for cash. Purchases are made on credit, or 
by barter; which gives the country, in its trading re
lations, the appearance of a continued fair. Trade is 
daily increasing, owing to the large crops of cotton, 
and the internal consumption, caused by the constant 
influx of emigrants from the United States." 

The Commissioner estimates the whole population 
of Texas proper at 36,300; of which 21,000 are civil
ized inhabitants, and 15,300 Indians. The number of 
hostile Indians is estimated at 10,800, and of friendly 
tribes 4,500; of the former, 9,900 are appropriated to 
the Department of Bexar, and the remaining 900 to 
the Brazos. 

1 
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CHAPTER IIL 

A Letter from Austin.—Santa Anna.—The State of Mexico.—Travis at
tacks Anahuac.—Capture of the Gorreo.—War and peace parties.—• 
Letter of Travis.—Travis, Zavala and others proscribed.—Judge Wil
liamson and General Cos.—Austin's return and speech at Columbia. 
—Committees of Safety formed.—A Consultation suggested.—Zavala, 
Delegation to Indians.—Cos arrives in Texas.—Battle of Gonzales and 
capture of Goliad Benj. Milam.—Austin elected Commander-in-chief. 

TH E refusal of the Mexican Government to grant 
Texans the right to figure as a state, and the im

prisonment of their commissioner vexed and troubled 
them. 

From his prison the patriot Austin wrote to his 
people on the 25th of August, 1834 : 

" I do not know as yet what court is to investigate 
my case. I have long since requested to be delivered 
to the authorities of the State of Coahuila and Texas; 
and I presume I shall finally be sent to the district 
court (Federal Judge) of that state. The President, 
Santa Anna, is friendly to Texas and to me (of this 
I have no doubt), would have set me at liberty long 
since, and in fact issued an order to that effect in 
June, had not some statements arrived about that time 
from the State Government of Coahuila and Texas 
against me, which I understand have contributed to 
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keep me in prison so long. It is said the report of the 
State Government on the subject is founded solely on 
the statements of some influential persons who live in 
Texas. Who those persons are I know not. It is 
affirmed that they are North Americans by birth, and 
I am told that if I am not imprisoned for life, and S ^̂ '̂ ' 
totally ruined in property and reputation, it will not 
be for the want of exertion and industry on the part of 
some of my countrymen who live in Texas. Whether 
all this be true or not, I know I am unwilling to ^̂  
believe it. I am also told that no efforts were left 
untried, during the last winter and spring, to preju
dice the members of the legislature and State Govern
ment against me at Monclova." He warned the colo
nists against interfering in " the political family quar
rels" of the Republic, they "having everything to 
lose and nothing to gain." He called upon the set
tlers to obey Santa Anna, who professed to be friendly 
to Texas and himself, and cautioned the farmers 
against " inflammatory politicians," he having begun to 
lose confidence in all persons except those who sought 
their living between the " handles of the plough." 

This letter was no doubt seen by Santa Anna, and 
Mr. Austin perhaps wrote thus of him in order to 
gain his liberty. 

According to Yoakum, Santa Anna, on the 5th 
October, 1834, "convoked a meeting composed of his 
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four secretaries of state, the three representatives from 
Coahuila and Texas, tliree of his confidential generals, 
Lorenzo de Zavala, and Stephen F. Austin. The ses
sion was opened at eleven o'clock in the morning. 
The president having stated the topics to which the 
discussion was limited, Austin laid before the meet
ing the object of his mission, and the grounds of his 
petition. After a discussion which lasted three hours, 
embracing every head of the question, and in which 
several of the members participated, Austin urged 
lastly the separation of Texas from Coahuila, and its 
formation into an independent state. This was op
posed by the representatives of the state in the 
national Congress, and particularly by Victor Blanco, 
who spoke last on the subject. Santa Anna then 
resolved— 

" 1. That he would meditate maturely the decree re

pealing the 11th article of the law of the 6th of April, 

1830, and, if no objections were presented, would give 

it his sanction. 

" 2. That a corps, composed of cavalry, infantry, and 

artillery, four thousand strong, should be stationed at 

Bexar, for the protection of the coast and frontier of 

the country, to be under the command of General 

Mexia. 

" 3. That proper steps should be taken to have regu

lar mails, and to remove all obstacles to the agricul 
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tural and other industry of the inhabitants, ' who are 
viewed with the greatest regard.' 

" 4. That Texas must necessarily remain united with 
Coahuila, because it had not the elements warranting 
a separation, nor would it be convenient. And though 
it might be allowed to form a territory, if the inhabi
tants called for it, yet the dismembering of a state 
was unknown to Mexican laws, and he would be at a 
loss how to proceed." 

From this extract, which is doubtless correct, it ap
pears that at this time Santa Anna was the State of 
Mexico as clearly as ever Louis the 14th was ihe 

State of France. 
He w âs jealous and distrustful of the Texans, re

fused to release Austin, but still kept him under his 
eye, nor did he release him until nearly a year after 
this time. 

It might have been that he feared his presence in 
Texas until after sending thither troops to keep them 
in subjection, for he knew Austin's popularity and 
influence with his people. 

And then, again, Santa Anna had heard of the rest
lessness of the Texans and their aspirations for self-
government, and perhaps doubted whether they would 
support his despotism if left free to act for themselves. 

In the meantime the wily Mexican sent troops to 
San Antonio, to Goliad and to Anahuac. Capt. 
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Tenorio, with twenty men, was stationed at the latter 
place in order to collect duties and imposts on foreign 
goods entering the port of Galveston. 

Early in 1835, Col. Wm. B. Travis, with some 
Texans, captured Tenorio and his men, disarmed them 
and sent them away, thus showdng their contempt for 
the Mexican Government, which had invited them to 
immigrate and become citizens, but afterwards faUed 
to do justice and protect them. 

To avenge this insult the Mexican Government sent 
a man-of-war to Galveston, which, according to Ken
nedy, failed to accomplish its mission. He says : 

"A n exaggerated account of the proceedings at 
Anahuac having reached General Cos, he despatched 
Captain Thompson, a naturalized citizen of Mexico, 
in the war schooner Correo, to Galveston, to inquire 
into the circumstances of the affair, and report as 
soon as possible the result of his investigation at Mata-
moros. Thompson proved himself altogether unfit 
for his mission. Instead of instituting an inquiry into 
the facts of the alleged outrage, he assumed the char
acter of a blustering dictator, exceeded his orders, 
and, under the pretext of protecting the revenue, at
tacked and captured a vessel in the Texan trade. 
This had the effect of irritating the public mind against 
both Thompson and the Government, and the former 
having continued to linger on the coast, a merchant 

'̂ -^•^MUli i 
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vessel, the San Felipe, fitted out with cannon at New 
Orleans, and commanded by Captain Hurd, captured 
tlie Correo, and sent it with its commander to New 
Orleans, on a charge of piratically interrupting the 
trade of Mexico and the United States. The insolent 
assumption of authority by Thompson, on the one 
side, and the insulting seizure of a Mexican vessel of 
war, on the other, operated injuriously on the rela
tions subsisting between the General Government and 
Texas, and imparted greater boldness to the section 
of Anglo Americans who desired to bring on aii open 
rupture." 

At this time there was a party openly for peace and 
willing to submit to Mexican domination on any 
terms, rather than take up arms, while at the same 
time there was another party composed of such men 
as Cols. Frank W. Johnson, James Bowie, Judge Ri 
M. Williamson, Wm. B. Travis, P. H. Jack, John A. 
Wharton, Edwin Waller, and others of the same kind 
of mettle, w ĥo wore the galling chains of despotic 
rule mightily against their wills, and were desirous of 
a7i open rupture. 

On the 30th July, 1835, Col. Travis wrote from 
San Felipe, to Bowde, who was then in Nacogdoches: 
" The people are much divided here. The peace party, 

as they style themselves, I believe, are the strongest, 
and make much the most noise. Unless we could be 

I 

i, 
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united, had we not better be quiet, and settle down for 
a while ? There is now no doubt but that a central 
government will be established. What will Texas 
do in that case ? Dr. J . H. C. Miller, and Chambers, 
from Gonzales, are, I believe, for unqualified submis
sion. I do not know the minds of the people upon 
the subject; but if they had a bold and determined 
leader, I am inclined to think they would kick against 

it General Cos writes that he wants to be at 
peace with u s ; and he appears to be disposed to cajole 
and soothe us. Ugartechea does the same. . . . God 
knows what we are to do ! I am determined, for one, 
to go with my countrymen: right or wrong, ' sink or 
swim, live or die, survive or perish,' I am with them!" 

Five days before Travis wrote this letter, one of the 
peace party, Dr. J. H. C. Miller, wrote from San 
Felipe, to John W. Smith, of San Antonio: 

"Al l here is in a train for peace. The war and 
speculating parties are entirely put down, and are 
preparing to leave the. country. They should now be 
demanded of their respective chiefs, a few at a time. 
First, Johnson, Williamson, Travis and Williams, and 
perhaps that is enough. Captain Martin, once so 
revolutionary, is now, thank God, where he should be, 
in favor of peace and his duty; and by his influence, 
in a good degree, has peace been restored. But now 
they should be demanded. The moment is auspicious. 

. / 
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The people are up. Say so, and oblige one who will 
never forget his true allegiance to the supreme author
ities of the nation, and who knows that, till they are 
dealt with, Texas will never be quiet. Travis is in a 
peck of troubles. Dr. J. B. Miller disclaims his act 
in taking Anahuac, and he feels the breach. Don 
Lorenzo de Zavala is now in Columbia, attempting to 
arouse, etc. Have him called for, and he also will be 
delivered up. Williams, Baker and Johnson are now 
on a visit to him, and no doubt conspiring against the 
Government. Fail not to move in this matter, and 
that quicMy, as now is the time." 

On the 31st July, the day after Travis wrote his 
letter to his friend Bowie, Ugartechia, the Mexican 
commandant of San Antonio, on the information given 
by Dr. Miller's letter, issued an order for the imme
diate arrest of Travis, Johnson, Williamson, Williams, 
Baker, Moore, Zavala, Corvajal, and Zembrana. 

Buck Travis and Three-legged Willie as Col. Travis 
and Judge Williamson were familiarly called by their j 
associates, were even then old Texans—so were Sam '/ 
Williams, Frank Johnson and Moseley Baker, but 
Zavala was a refugee from the city of Mexico, of 
which he had been governor—he had also been Mexi
can minister to France, but was a republican and an f 
opponent of the usurpation and despotism of Santa 
Anna. Says Yoakum: 
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" Santa Anna was extremely solicitous to obtain pos
session of the person of Zavala. The latter had been 
his friend, and had sustained him in a trying hour. 
But the aid was given for the cause of liberty ! Santa 
Anna had deserted that cause, and now wished to sac
rifice an ancient friend, who might live to reproach 
him for his perfidy. ' I give this supreme order,' 
says Tornel to Cos, * having the honor to direct it to 
you, requiring you to provide and bring into action all 
your ingenuity and activity in arranging energetic 
plans for success in the apprehension of Don Lorenzo 
Zavala, which person, in the actual circumstances of 
Texas, must be very pernicious. To this end I particu
larly recommend that you spare no means to secure 
his person, and place it at the disposition of the Su
preme Government.' 

" Cos, in transmitting this order to Ugartechea, on 
the 8th of August, directed him, if Zavala was not 
given up, to proceed at the head of all his cavalry to 
execute the command, and to give to the local au
thorities on the route information as to his sole 
object. General Cos also approved of Colonel 
Ugartechea's requisition upon the alcaldes for the 
other obnoxious individuals previously mentioned, 
and especially Travis, whose arrest he ordered, that 
he might be conducted to Bexar, to be tried by a 
military coui't." 
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Judge Williamson, on the 4th of July, had delivered 
a powerful oration on the situation and " the importance 
of our country, our property, our liberty, and our lives, 
which are all Involved in the present contest between 
the states and the military." Again, on the 22d June, 
he had spoken of Cos, at San Filipe, " as capable of as 
much hypocrisy as he deemed necessary to conceal his 
designs and ensnare the Texan patriots. He did not, 
however, deceive them long. He sent them a circular, 
dated the 12th of June, 1835, full of the paternal 
views of the national government. At the same time 
he despatched a message to the commandant at Ana
huac, informing him that the two companies of New 
Leon and the battalion of Morales would sail imme
diately for Texas; and that they would be followed 
by another strong force, which he had solicited the 
government to send. With this despatch also went 
another, from Ugartechea, giving the information that 
the force which had conquered Zacatecas, and which 
was then at Saltillo, had likewise been ordered to I 
Texas, and would soon regulate matters.!" 

The order for the arrest of these popular patriots 
was never executed, but fired the hearts of Texans 
with a spirit of resistance. Even the officers of the 
Mexican Government became enthused. Henry Rueg, 
the political chief of Nacogdoches, took side with the 
war party, and addressed a circular to his department. 

(I 
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prating of the constitution of 1824, and his adherence 
to the federal form of ojo vernment. 

In answ^er to this circular, General Cos, the brother-
in-law of Santa Anna, wrote to him: 

" You are made responsible for the consequences 
which such a document may produce; for it is your 
duty to give to your subordinates an example of sub
mission and respect to the laws of the country. You 
have invited and conducted them toward rebellion and 
open resistance to its superior dispositions. The plans 
of the revolutionists of Texas are well known to this 
commandancy; and it is quite useless and vain to 
cover them with a hypocritical adherence to the Fede
ral Constitution. The constitution by which all Mex
icans may be governed is the constitution which the 
colonists of Texas must obey, no matter on wh2i,t prin

ciples it may be formed." 
Before this time, iii order to defend themselves 

against the Indians, the inhabitants of Mina (now 
Bastrop), had organized a Committee of Safety, of 
w^hich Edward Burleson, J. W. Bunton, Sam W^olfen-
burger, and John McGee were distinguished members. 

The first meeting at Bastrop was on May l7th, 1835, 
after which the municipalities of San Filipe, Columbia, 
Nacogdoches and San Augustine also formed commit
tees of safety and vigilance, which proved of great 
good in communicating information and forming con-

J0^ 
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certed action beween the different sections of the 
state. 

On the 8th of September, 1835, at a public meeting 
in Brazoria, Mr. Austin thus gives an account of his 
mission to the city of Mexico, his treatment while 
there, and the ultimate design of Mexican politicians 
to overthrow the state governments and establish on 
their ruins a centralized despotism: 

" I left Texas," said Mr. Austin, " in April, 1833, 
as the public agent of the people, for the purpose of 
applying for the admission of this country into the 
Mexican Confederation as a state separate from 
Coahuila. This application was based upon the con
stitutional and vested rights of Texas, and was sus
tained by me in the city of Mexico to the utmost of 
my abilities. No honorable means were spared to 
effect the objects of my mission, and to oppose the 
forming of Texas into a Territory, which was at
tempted. I rigidly adhered to the instructions and 
wishes of my constituents, so far as they were com
municated to me. My efforts to serve Texas involved ^1 

me in the labyrinth of Mexican politics. I was 
arrested, and have suffered a long persecution and 
imprisonment. I consider it to be my duty to give 
an account of these events to my constituents, and 
will therefore at this time merely observe that I 
have never, in any manner, agreed to anything, or 

1 
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admitted anything, that would compromise the con
stitutional or vested rights of Texas. These rights 
belong to the people, and can only be surrendered by 
them. 

" I fully hoped to have found Texas at peace and 
in ti'anquillity, but regret to find it in commotion; 
all disorganized, all in anarchy, and threatened with 
immediate hostilities. This state of things is deeply 
to be lamented; it is a great misfortune, but it is one 
which has not been produced by any acts of the 
people of this country; on the contrary, it is the 
natural and inevitable consequence of the revolution 
that has spread all over ^Mexico, and of the impru
dent and impolitic measures both of the general and 
state governments Avith respect to Texas. The peo
ple here are not to blame, and cannot be justly 
censured. They are farmers, cultivators of the soil, 
and are pacific fi'om interest, from occupation, and 
from inclination. They have uniformly endeavored 
to sustain the constitution and the public peace, and 
have never deviated fi-om their duty as Mexican 
citizens. If any acts of imprudence have been com
mitted by individuals, they evidently resulted from 
the revolutionary state of the whole nation, the 
imprudent and censurable conduct of the state au
thorities, and the total want of a local government 
in Texas. I t is, indeed, a source of surprise and 
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creditable congratulation, that so few acts of this 
description have occurred under the peculiar cir
cumstances of the times. I t is, however, to be 
remembered that acts of this nature were not the 
acts of the people, nor is Texas responsible for them. 
They were, as I before observed, the natural conse
quences of the revolutionary state of the Mexican 
nation; and Texas certainly did not originate that 
revolution, neither have the people, as a people, 
participated in it. The consciences and hands of the J 
Texans are free from censure, and clean. 

" The revolution in Mexico is drawing to a close. 
The object is to change the form of government, de
stroy the Federal Constitution of 1824, and establish 
a central or consolidated government. The states 
are to be converted into provinces. 

" Whether the people of Texas ought or ought not 
to agree to this change, and relinquish all or a part of 
their constitutional and vested rights under the Con
stitution of 1824, is a question of the most vital im- j 
portance, one that calls for the deliberate consideration 
of the people, and can only be decided by them, fairly 
convened for the purpose. As a citizen of Texas I 
have a right to an opinion on so important a matter— 
I have no other right, and pretend to no other. In 
the report which I consider it my duty to make to my 
constituents, I intend to give my views on the present 

i\ 
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situation of the country, and especially as to the con
stitutional and natural rights of Texas, and will, there
fore, at this time, merely touch this subject. 

" Under the Spanish Government, Texas was a 
separate and distinct province. As such it had a 
separate and distinct local organization. It was one 
of the unities that composed the general mass of the 
nation, and as such participated in the war of the re
volution, and was represented in the Constituent 
Congress of Mexico that formed the Constitution of 
1824. This Constituent Congress, so far from destroy
ing this unity, expressly recognized and confirmed it 
by the law of May 7th, 1824, w'hich united Texas 
with CosihnWsiprovisionally, under the especial guar
antee of being made a State of the Mexican Confed
eration as soon as it possessed the necessary elements. 
That law and the Federal Constitution gave to Texas a 
specific political existence, and vested in its inhabitants 
special and defined rights, which can only be relin
quished by the people of Texas, acting for themselves 
as a unity, and not as a part of Coahuila, for the rea
son that the union with Coahuila was limited, and 
only gave power to the State of Coahuila and Texas 
to govern Texas for the time being, but always sub

ject to the vested rights of Texas. The State, there
fore, cannot relinquish those vested rights, by agree
ing to the change of government, or by any other act. 
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unless expressly authorized by the people of Texas to 
do so; neither can the General Government of Mex
ico legally deprive Texas of them without the consent 
of this people. These are my opinions. 

" An important question now presents itself to the 
people of this country. 

"The Federal Constitution of 1824 is about to be 
destroyed, the system of government changed, and a 
central or consolidated one established. Will this 
act annihilate all the rights of Texas, and. subject this 
country to the uncontrolled and unlimited dictation 
of the new government ? 

" This is a subject of the most vital importance. I 
have no doubt the Federal Constitution will be de
stroyed, and a central government established, and 
that the people will soon be called upon to say whether 
they agree to this change or not. This matter requires 
the most calm discussion, the most mature delibera
tion, and the most perfect union. How is this to be 
had ? I see but one way, and that is by a General 
Consultation of the people by means of delegates 
elected for that purpose, with full powers to give 
such an answer, in the name of Texas, to this question, 
as they may deem best, and to adopt such measures 
as the tranquillity and salvation of the country may 
require. 

" It is my duty to state that General Santa Anna 

H 
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verbally and expressly authorized me to say to the 
I people of Texas that he was their fiiend, that he 

wished for their prosperity, and would do all he could 
to promote i t ; and that, in the new Constitution, he 
would use his influence to give to the people of Texas 
a special organization, suited to their education, habits, 
and situation. Several of the most intelligent and 
influential men in Mexico, and especially the Ministers 
of Relations and War, expressed themselves in the 
same manner. These declarations afford another and 
more urgent necessity for a General Consultation of 
all Texas, in order to inform the General Government, 
and especially General Santa Anna, what kind of or-
gsuiization will suit the education, habits, and situa
tion of this people. 

" I t is also proper for me to state that, in all my 
conversation with the President, and ministers, and 
men of influence, I advised that no troops should be 
sent to Texas, and no cruisers along the coast. I gave 
it as my decided opinion, that the inevitable conse
quence of sending an armed force to this country 
would be war. I stated that there was a sound and 
correct moral principle in the people of Texas that 
was abundantly suflacient to restrain or put down all 
turbulent or seditious movements, but that this moral 
principle could not and would not unite with any 
armed force sent against this country; on the contrary^ 

^ 
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it would resist and repel it, and ought to do so. This 
point presents another strong reason w hy the people 
of Texas should meet in General Consultation. This 
country is now in anarchy, threatened with hostilities; 
armed vessels are capturing everything they can catch 
on the coast, and acts of piracy are said to be commit
ted under cover of the Mexican flag. Can this state of 
things exist without precipitating the country into a 
war ? I think it cannot, and therefore believe that it 
is our bounden and solemn duty, as Mexicans and 
as Texans, to represent the evils that are likely to 
result from this mistaken and most impolitic policy in 
the military movements. 

"My friends, I can truly say that no one has been, 
or is now, more anxious than myself to keep trouble 
away from this country. No one has been, or now is, 
more faithful to his duty as a Mexican citizen, and no 
one has personally sacrificed or suffered more in the 
discharge of his duty. I have uniformly been opposed 
to have anything to do with the family political quar
rels of the Mexicans. Texas needs peace and a local 
government; its inhabitants are farmers, and they need 
a calm and quiet life. But how can I, or any one, re
main indifferent when our rights, our all, appear to be 
in jeopardy, and when it is our duty, as well as our-
obligation, as good Mexican citizens, to express our 
opinions on the present state of things, and to repre* 
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sent our situation to the government? I t is impos
sible. The crisis is such as to bring it home to the 
judgment of every man that something must be done, 
and that without delay. The question will perhaps be 
asked, What are we to do ? I have already indicated 
my opinion. Let all personalities, or divisions, or ex
citements, or passion, or violence, be banished from 
among us. Let a General Consultation of the people 
of Texas be convened as speedily as possible, to be 
composed of the best, and most calm, and intelligent, 
and fii-m men in the country, and let them decide what 
representations ought to be made to the General Gov
ernment, and what ought to be done in future." 

The amiable manners, good sense, sterling integ
rity, and sufferings of Stephen F. Austin had endeared 
him to his people, who listened to his advice as chil
dren to the admonitions of a parent. 

Immediately after his return from Mexico, he was 
chosen chairman of the Committee of Vigilance of the 
municipality of San Filipe. Pearson, in his " Life of 
Hon. Edwin Waller," says: 

"Up to the time of his arrival, our people were 
divided on the question of submission or resistance. 
Austin's arrival and declared opinion that we had no 
choice but resistance, reconciled all former conflict of 
opinion. Up to this time some of our best citizens 
were so far deceived and misled by the asurances of 
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Colonel Ugartechea, commandant at San Antonio, 
and General Cos, commander of the Eastern Depart
ment, that they were not only disposed to await events, 
but denounced those in favor of resistance in no 
measured terms." 

The municipality of Columbia has the honor of 
putting the ball in motion for a CONSULTATION, 
for as early as June 23d, 1835, its citizens approved 
it, and on the 15 th of August following at a public 
meeting instructed its Committee of Safety to pre
pare an addi*ess to the people of Texas, requesting 
union and concert of action for a General Consultation 
of all the municipalities. 

The committee appointed at the meeting of the 
15th of August, consisting of John A. Wharton, W. 
D. C. Hall, Henry Smith, Silas Dinsmore, James 
F. Perry, John G. McNeil, Robert H. Williams, 
W. H. Jack, F. A. Bingham, John Hodge, Wade 
H. Bynum, Branch T. Archer, William T. Austin, 
and others, issued an address on the 20th of the 
same month, and expressed it to all the jurisdictions 
in w hich an election of five delegates was suggested, 
to take place on the 5th of October in each munici
pality, to represent the same in the Consultation to 
meet at Washington, ten days thereafter. 

I t is reported that Don Lorenzo Zavala, in an ad
dress made by him on the 7th of August, 1835, at 
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Harrisburg, said that " Coahuila and Texas formed 
a state of the republic, and, as one part of it is 
occupied by an invading force, the free part of it 
should proceed to organize a power w^hich w^ould 
restore harmony, and establish uniformity in all the 
branches of the public administration, which would 
be a rallying-point for the citizens, whose hearts now 
tremble for liberty. But as this power can only be 
organized by means of a convention, which should 
represent the free will of the citizens of Texas, it is 
my opinion that this step should be taken, and I 
suggest the 15 th day of October as a time sufficient 
to allow all the departments to send their represen
tatives." 

On the 19th of September, 1835, the Committee of 
Safety of San Filipe, of which Stephen F. Austin 
was chairman, issued a circular, signed by himself, 
advising as follows: 

"That the people should maintain the position 
taken by them at their primary meetings—to insist 
on their rights under the Federal Constitution of 
1824, and the law of the 7th of May of that year, 
and union with the Mexican Confederation. 

" That every district should send members to the 
General Consultation, wdth full powers to do w^hat-
ever may be necessary .for the good of the country. 

" That mcry district should organize its militia, 
4" 
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where it is not already done, and hold frequent 
musters; and that the captains of companies make a 
return, without delay, to the chief of this depart
ment, of the force of his company, and of its arms 
and ammunition, in order that he may lay the same 
before the General Consultation of Texas. Volun
teer companies are also recommended. 

" This committee deem it to be their duty to say 
that, in its opinion, all kind of conciliatory measures 
Avith General Cos and the military at Bexar are 
hopeless, and that nothing but the EUIN" of Texas can 
be expected from any such measures. They have 
already, and very properly, been resorted to ^^dthout 
effect. W A E is our only resource. There is no 
other remedy. We must defend our rights, ourselves, 
and our country, by force of arms. To do this we 
must unite—and in order to unite, the delegates of 
the people must meet in General Consultation and 
arrange a system of defence, and give organization 
to the country, so as to produce concert. Until some 
competent authority is established to direct, all that 
can be done is to recommend this subject to the 
people, and to advise every man in Texas to prepare 
for war, and lay aside all hope of conciliation." 

The people of San Augustine and Nacogdoches also, 
led on by the eloquent appeals of Rusk and Houston, 
held meetings and passed resolutions providing for 

1 
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organizing the militia and negotiating wdth the In
dians, of whom Yoakum says: "There were more 
than a thousand warriors among the different tribes 
that had emigrated fi'om the United States, and 
almost surrounded the frontier of eastern Texas." 

Houston and Rusk were members of a delegation 
sent to conciliate them. 

They informed the Indians that " they had ordered 
all their surveyors to keep away from their lands, 
and not to make any marks on them; that they did 
not intend that any white man should interrupt 
them on their lands." 

On the 12th of September, the Safety Committee of 
San Filipe issued a circular to the Indians, promising 
them all their just and legal rights. 

About this time General Cos landed at Copano 
with 400 men, and marched by way of Goliad to 
San Antonio, he and his soldiers openly proclaiming 
the object of his mission—General Cos with his 

troops intended to overrun Texas, and establish cus

tom-houses and detachments of his army tohere he 

thought proper. To disarm the people, drive out all 

Americans ivho had come into Texas since 1830, a7id 

to punish tJiose who had insulted the Supreme Govern 

ment of Mexico and refused obedience to its laws. 

The first battle of the Texan revolution took place 
at Gonzales, on the 2d of October, 1835. 



84 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

Commencing to disarm the Texans, Captain Casto-
nado was sent from San Antonio by its commandant, 
UgartecheaJ with two hundred men to Gonzales for a 
brass six-pounder cannon at that place. 

The people of Gonzales refused to deliver it up, 
sent for assistance to Bastrop, San Filipe, and other 
places, whose people flew to their aid, and they at
tacked and drove off Castonado and his men. The 
following account of the affair is taken from Ken
nedy, voL 2, pages 108, 109: 

" The Texan force at Gonzales had been increased by 
volunteers from the Guadalupe, La Baca, and Col
orado, to 168 men, of whom fifty were mounted. 
In an election for field-officers, they chose John H. 
Moore, colonel, and J. W. E. Wallace, lieutenant-
colonel. About seven o'clock in the evening of the 
1st, they crossed the river Guadalupe. The line of 
march was formed by * placing the cavalry in ad
vance of the cannon (the brass six-pounder claimed 
by Ugartechea), two companies of flankers in open 
column on each side, wdth a company of infantry in 
the rear.' They moved regularly and in silence, 
until the Mexicans, alarmed by a shot from one of 
their piquets, formed in order of battle on a high 
mound. This ^vas about four o'clock in the morning, 
during the prevalence of a thick fog, under cover of 
which the Texans advanced on the open prairie 
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until they were within about three hundred and 
fifty yards of the enemy. The scouts in front having 
discharged their rifles, retired into the main body, 
closely pursued by a small detachment of ^lexlcans. 
The six-pounder was now brought to bear upon the 
entire force of the enemy, who fell back to a position 
distant between three and four hundred yards. The 
Texans advanced in good order, when Castonado, 
the Mexican commander, conveyed, through a pri
soner, his desire for a conference, which was granted. 
Having inquired the reason of the attack by the 
colonists, he was referred to his orders, which com
manded him to take by force the cannon that had 
been presented to the citizens of Gonzales, for the 
defence of the Constitution, by the constituted au
thorities under the Confederation, who alone w êre 
entitled to their obedience. He, they said, was the 
instrument of Santa Anna, w ĥo had overturned the 
rights of all the states except Texas, for whose con
stitutional privileges they were determined to fight 
to the last. The conference terminated Avithout an 
adjustment, and the commanders joined their re
spective ranks. The Gonzales six-pounder resumed 
its fire, and the Texans advanced in double-quick 
time until within about two hundred yards of the 
enemy, when the latter retreated precipitately on 
the road to San Antonio de Bexai-, having sustained 
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a considerable loss in killed and wounded. The 
Texans, of Avhom not a man Avas injured, remained 
masters of the field, and having collected the spoils 
of victory, returned in triumph to Gonzales." 

Thus commenced the memorable contest for liberty 
and struggle for independence in Texas, which in its 
development Avill call for a tear of sympathy from the 
generous for the misfortunes and calamities of those 
who suffered and died in it, and a Avord of applause 
and admiration for its victorious survivors, who in the 
end so wisely and heroically constructed upon the 
ruins of Mexican misrule ^ d domination, the beauti
ful fabric of Anglo-American Republicanism. 

After the return of Castonado to San Antonio, 
Ugartechia wrote to Austin, in explanation of the 
Correo matter saying: " I know you are right to com
plain of Thompson's proceedings, which I still less 
approve, as they were arbitrary, he having no author
ity to act in such a manner." That he would himself 
set out the next day (the 5th), " with the knowledge 
of Cos, with a force composed of every description 
of arms, sufficient to prove that the Mexicans would 
never suffer themselves to be insulted." He stated, 
however, in conclusion, that if Austin " would use his 
infiuence with the political chief to have the gun 

delivered up to the writer, whei'ever it might meet Mm, 

from that spot he ivould immediately return ; if not, 
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he would act militarily, and the consequence would 
be a Avar declared by the colonists, which should be 
maintained by the nation with corresponding dignity." 

But the ball of revolution had been put in motion 
and increased by going. News of the battle of Gon
zales sped like lightning through the settlements. 
Houston and Rusk, Austin and Johnson, BoAvie and 
Travis, hastened to the scene of conflict, Avhile Capt. 
George Collingsworth, with about forty planters from 
Old Caney and Matagorda, marched to attack Goliad, 
where he arrived at midnight on the 9th, sent two or 
three men into the town to reconnoitre, while he waited 
for his command to come up. 

" The latter," says Yoakum, " having got lost, were 
detained; but on their route they fell in with the gal
lant Milam, who, having escaped from prison in Mon
terey, had rode night and day to reach Texas. He 
had stopped in a musquit-thicket to rest, when the Tex
ans discovered and recognized him. A nobler volun
teer could not have joined the ranks. Their number 
now being forty-eight, they advanced upon the town, 
guided by pioneers acquainted with the localities. 
They first attacked the quarters of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sandoval, the commandant. The sentinel having fired 
was shot down; the door of the commandant was then 
broken open Avith axes, and he was taken prisoner. 
The Mexicans Avere completely surprised, and surrender-
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ed unconditionally. Of the enemy there was one killed 
and three wounded; the Texans had one slightly 
wounded, and they took about twenty-five prisoners— 
the balance escaped." 

Kennedy, in his account of the capture of Goliad, 
differs with Yoakum as to date and numbers, but is so 
complimentary to the lamented Milam and the farmers 
of Old Caney and Matagorda, that it is here inserted: 

" The colonists in the west, nothAvithstanding their 
paucity of numbers and limited resources, acted boldly 
on the offensive. On the 8th, a detachment of fifty 
men, under Captain Collingsworth, attacked and cap
tured the post of Goliad, containing stores to the 
amount of 10,000 dollars, Avith two brass cannon and 
300 stand of arms. The garrison, Avhich was com
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Sandoval, surrendered 
after a slight resistance. One Mexican soldier was 
killed and three wounded, and one Texan slightly 
wounded. A most valuable addition AÂas made to the, 
military councils of the colonists at Goliad, in the 
person of Colonel Milam, who unexpectedly appeared 
at this critical period. 

" Benjamin R. Milam, whose name will long be held 
in grateful and honored remembrance by the people 
of Texas, Avas born of humble parents in the State of 
Kentucky, and received but a very imperfect education. 
'Endowed Ijy nature Avith a strength of mind and 
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spirit of enterprise almost peculiar to the inhabitants 
of the Western States,' fortified by habits of indepen
dence, he associated with the Indian tribes, in order 
to explore the more southerly parts of Texas. In the 
war with Great Britain, in 1812-15, he acquired a 
high reputation among his countrymen; but, dissatis
fied with the prospects that awaited him in his native 
state at the close of that contest, he engaged in the 
struggle for Mexican liberation, and Avas quickly dis
tinguished for courage, activity, zeal, and loA'̂ e of free
dom. Opposed to the usurpation of Iturbide, he was 
arrested and imprisoned; but CA^entually released by 
a rising of the people. Havdng assisted in the expul
sion and punishment of the military emperor, he 
obtained, in 1828, a government grant of land in 
Texas. Having been arrested by the usurper Santa 
Anna, he had recently escaped. Shunning the habi
tations of the Mexican, and trasversing unfrequented 
paths for a distance of 600 miles, Avith a fcAV scanty 
articles of food provided at the place of his confine
ment, he had arrived near the town of Goliad, and 
thrcAV himself, faint, and almost exhausted, among 
the tall grass of the prairie. The approach of armed 
men arrested his attention, and presuming them to be 
his Mexican pursuers, he determined to defend himself 
to the last, and only surrender liberty Avith life. To 
his astonishment and joy, he discovered the advancing 
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force to be his fellow-colonists of Texas, who were 
marching against Goliad. He entered the ranks 
of the volunteers as a private soldier, although ac
customed and Avell qualified to command, and Avas 
foremost in the assault on Goliad—remaining 
with the army after the capture of the fort, in 
the same humble grade, as an example to those 
who might aspire to lead before they had learned to 
obey." 

There being no head to the Texans, at the suggestion 
of the Safety Committee of San Filipe, made by circu
lar on the 4th of October, a GENERAL COUNCIL 
was formed of one member from each committee of 
safety of the various municipalities, on the 11th of 
October, which was to serve as a government until the 
people had time to make a better one. 

THE CONSULTATION met on the 16th, but Austin, 
with a majority of the members-elect, having joined 
the army of Gonzales, there was no quorum, and it 
adjourned to meet on the 1st November, when most 
of its members, at the invitation of Austin, who had 
been elected commander-in-chief of the Texans on the 
evening of the lOtli, joined the army, while some of 
them remained to assist the General Council in or
ganizing victory out of the slender resources of the 
state. 

Never were a people more united; the peacepart/y 
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'̂ ' had been swallowed up or totally absorbed by the war 
'̂  party, and " it required more patriotism to keep men 
-'• at home than to get them into the service!"—San 

*̂ 1̂ Filipe Safety Committee, October 13th, 1835, Cir-
*^ cular. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Austin goes to San Antonio.—Battle of Concepcion.—Report of Colonel 

Bowie.—Lipantitlan taken by Westover.—The Consultation.—IVovi-

sional Oovernment.—Austin's Report to Provisional Government 

Decree of October 3d.—The army before San Antonio ordered to raise 

the siege.—Colonel B. R. Milam calls for volunteers.—Attack on San 

Antonio, death of Colonel Milam, capture of the city, surrender of 1 

Cos, etc. I 

ON the 13th of October, 1835, haAdng organized 
his little army, variously estimated at from 

three to five hundred men, Gen. Austin set out for 
San Antonio de Bexar, Avhich he proposed to attack, j 
and drive aAÂay its commandant, Gen. Cos, with the 
Mexican ai-my under his command. 

Before starting, however, he AArrote to ZaA'ala, who 
had succeeded him as chairman of the Committee of i 
Safety at San Filipe, begging him to urge the eastern 
volunteers " to hurry on by forced marches " to join 
him, and " not to stay for cannon or for anything." 
He also solicited sn])plies of ammunition, with pro
visions and other necessaries for the troops. 

Upon arriving at the Salado about five miles east of 
San Antonio on the 20th, he sent in a flag of truce to 
Gen. Cos, AA ho refused to receive it or to acknowledge 
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Austin's military capacity, and threatened to fire on a 
second flag if sent. 

From the Salado, Austin moved to the mission of 
Espada, ten or tAveh'̂ e miles below the city on the San 
Antonio River, and there for a fcAV days aAvalted re
inforcements. 

On the 27th, he sent Colonels Fannin and BoAAde 
Avith ninety-two men to select, nearer the enemy, some 
eligible situation for camping, AÂho, after inspecting 
the old missions of San Jos^ and San Juan, ap
proached the mission of Concepcion, and encamped 
for the night in a bend of the river, AvIth level prairie 
in front, and the densely timbered bank of the river 
forming an angle on both flanks and in their rear— 
about a mile and a half from San Antonio. The next 
morning was foggy, notwithstanding AÂ hich, the cun
ning Mexicans came slyly from the city and un-
beknowenst to the Texans, surrounded and com
menced firing at them. 

Colonel James BoAvie's official report as to the sub
sequent details of the action which followed, being 
very full and complete, is here inserted: 

" The men were called to arms, but were for some 
time unable to discover their foes, Avho had entirely 
surrounded the position, and kept up a constant fir
ing at a distance, with no other effect than a waste of 
ammunition. When the fog rose it was apparent to 
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all that we were surrounded, and that a desperate 
fight Avas inevitable, all communication with the main 
army having been cut off. Immediate preparation 
Avas made by extending our right flank (first division) 
to the south, and placing the second division on the 
left, on the same side; so that they might be prepared 
for the enemy should they charge into the angle, and 
avoid the effect of a cross-fire of our own men, and 
likewise form a compact body, so that either might 
reinforce the other at the shortest notice without cross
ing the angle—an exposed ground, which would have 
occasioned certain loss. The men, in the meantime, 
were ordered to clear away bushes and vines under 
the eminence in the rear, and along the margin of the 
river, and at the steepest places to cut steps for foot
hold, in order to afford them space to form and pass, 
and at suitable places ascend the 'bluff,' discharge 
their rifles, and fall back to reload. The Avork was 
not completed to our wish before the Mexican In
fantry were seen to advance, with arms trailed, to the 
right of the first division, and form the line of battle 
about tAVO hundred yards distance from the right flank. 
Five companies of cavalry supported them, covering 
our Avhole front and flank. 

" The en -̂acf-ement commenced at about eio^ht o'clock, 
A.M., by the deadly crack of a rifle from the extreme 
right. The action AÂas immediately general. The dls-

{ 

* 
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charge from the enemy was one continued blaze of fire, 
whilst that from our lines was more slowly delivered, 
but with good aim and deadly effect, each man retir
ing under cover of the hill and timber, to give place 
to others until he reloaded. The battle had not lasted 
more than ten minutes, when a brass six-pounder w âs 
opened on our line at the distance of about eighty 
yards from the right flank of the first division, and a 
charge sounded. But the cannon was cleared, as if 
by magic, and a check put to the charge. The same 
experiment was resorted to with like success three 
times, the division advancing under cover of the hill 
at each fire, and thus approximating near the cannon 
and victory. ' The cannon and victory,' was truly the 
war-cry; the enemy only fired it five times, and it had 
been three times cleared, and their charge as often 
broken, when a disorderly and precipitate retreat was 
sounded and most readily obeyed, leaving the cannon 
to the victors. Thus a detachment of ninety-two men 
gained a complete victory over part of the main army 
of the Central Government, being at least four to one, 
with only the loss of one brave soldier (Richard 
Andrews), and none wounded.* 

* Colonel Bowie estimated the Mexican loss at about sixty killed and forty 

wounded, the list of killed including many officers. None of the artillery

men escaped tmhurt. There was no accurate return of the Mexican loss. 
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"No invidious distinction can be draAvn between 
any officer or private on this occasion. Every man 
Avas a soldier, and did his duty agreealdy to the situ 
ation and circumstances under Avhich he Avas placed 
At the close of the engagement a piece of heavy ar 
tillery was brought up and fired thrice, but at a dis
tance, and by a reinforcement of another company of 
cavalry, aided by six mules ready harnessed, they 
got it off. The main army (of Texas) reached us in 
about an hour after the enemy's retreat. Had it 
been possible to communicate with- you (General 
Austin) and bring you up earlier, the victory would 
have been conclusive, and Bexar ours before twelve 
o'clock." 

At noon on the next day General Cos sent a flag of 
truce to General Austin, requesting permission to bury 
the dead, which was granted. 

After the battle of Concepcion, Austin encamped 
with his army on the field of battle until the 2d of 
November. He then moved up north of the city, and 
camped on the river near its source. 

Occasional skirmishes took place, in one of which, 
the GRASS FIGHT, about fifty Mexicans Avere killed 
and several wounded, Avhile the Texans lost two 
wounded and one missing. 

In the meantime. Captain Westover, of the com
mand stationed at Goliad, after its capture by the 

• \ 
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gallant Collingsworth, with thirty-six men attacked 
and took Lipantitlan, above San Patricio, its garrison 
of tAventy-one men and two pieces of artillery. 

While returning to Goliad after paroling their 
prisoners, they were attacked AÂ hile crossing the 
Nueces by about seventy Mexicans, of whom they 
killed and wounded about twenty, Avith a loss of one 
wounded, when the Mexicans retired. • 

" News of these successes," says Yoakum, " spread 
over the country through the agency of the com
mittees of safety, and cheered the Texans in their 
struggle. The same intelligence, reaching the United 
States, kindled a flame of sympathy everywhere. 
At NcAv York, Cincinnati, Louisville, Nashville, 
Macon, Huntsville, Natchitoches, Mobile, New Or
leans, and other places, funds were raised, and emi

grants fitted out in squads, companies, and battalions. 
True, there were, in all these places, icy spirits, who 
had no sympathy, and w ĥo condemned Texas for not 
submitting to Santa Anna. Such men, if they really 
knew the wrongs inflicted on Texas, and those greater 
wrongs with which she was threatened—had they 
lived in the time of the American Revolution, would 
have opposed it also. I t ill became a country like 
the United States, still red with the blood of her 
rebellion against George III., to blame Texas for 
going into the contest Avith Mexican despotism. The 
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former revolted because of taxation without represmr 

tation. The wrongs of Texas were so much greater 
that she did not even complain of the absence of that 
right! Mexico complained to the United States that 
the revolted Texans were ' daily obtaining from New 
Orleans assistance of all kinds, in men, munitions, 
and arms, in silver and soldiers, who publicly enlist 
in that city, and carry Avith them arms against a 
friendly nation.' There was no law in the United 
States to prevent public meetings, or to prohibit the 
transmission of funds or arms to other countries; 
nor was there any law to prevent persons from leav
ing the United States, provided they did not organize 
and array their forces within her limits. President 
Jackson was not the man to shrink from any official 
duty, however painful; but, as an individual, he 
could not but feel an interest in a struggle like that 
in which Texas was engaged; and what he thought, 
he spoke. I t cannot be denied that in some instances 
the law was violated, and that organized bodies of 
men did leave the United States; but the sympathy 
for the cause of the Texans was almost universal, and 
no one made it his business to advise prosecuting 
officers of these movements. They came—they aided 
Texas; she gave them a home, and many of them 
remained within her limits. The Lafayettes, the 
Pulaskis, and the Kosciuskos of Texas will be kindly 
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remembered, not only throughout her borders, but 
wherever liberty has friends." 

But to return to the CONSULTATION, which met in San 
Filipe November 1st, 1835, and organized on the 3d. 
Gen. Houston and other members, bA" the advice of 
Gen. Austin, left the army while it was encamped at 
the mission of Espada, to attend it. The municipali
ties were represented as follows: 

Municipality of Bevil: John Bevil, S. H. Everitt, 
Wyatt Hanks. 

San Augustine: William N. Sigler, A. Houston, A 
E. C. Johnson, Henry Augustin, A. Horton, A. G. 
Kellogg. 

Nacogdoches: Sam Houston, James W. Robinson, 
Daniel Parker, William Whitaker. 

Columbia: John A. Wharton, J. S. D. Byrom, 
Edwin Waller, Henry Smith. 

Austin: Wylie Martin, Randal Jones, Thomas 
Barnett, Jesse Burnham, William Menefee. 

Liberty: Henry Millard, Claiborne West, George 
M. Patrick, J. B. W^oods, A. B. Hardin. 

Harrisburg: Lorenzo D. Zavala, M. W. Smith, 
William P. Harris, John W. Moore, C. C. Dyer, David 
B. Macomb. 

Matagorda: R. R. Royal, Charles Wilson. 

Mina: D. C. Barrett, R. M. Williamson, J. S. 

Lester. 
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Washington: Asa Mitchell, Elijah CoUard, Jesse 

Grimes, Philip Coe, Asa Hoxey. 
Gonzales: W. S. Fisher, J. D. Clements, George 

W. Davis, James Hodges, William W. Arrington, 
Benjamin Fuqua. 

Viesca: S. T. Allen, A. G. Perry, J. G. W. Pierson, 
Alexander Thompson, J. W. Parker. 

Tenehaw: Martin Parmer. 
The Consultation superseded the council, and after 

thirteen days' labor organized a Provisional Govern
ment, republic in form, and elected Henry Smith, 
Governor; J. W. Robertson, Lieutenant-Governor; 
Sam Houston, Commanderdn-Chief of the Army, and 
a council of twelve to co-operate with the Governor. 

Branch T. Archer, William H. Wharton, and Ste-, 
phen F. Austin, were duly chosen commissioners to 
the United States. Messrs. A. Houston, Daniel Par
ker, Jesse Grimes, A. G. Perry, D. C. Barrett, Henry 
Millard, Martin Parmer, J. D. Clements, R. R. Royal, 
W. P. Harris, E. Waller, and W. Hanks, were the 
counsel elected out of the Consultation, to remain and 
co-operate with Governor Smith in carrying out the 
organic law. 

On the 25th of the same month, Gen Austin, having 
been notified of his ncAv appointment, turned over the 
command of the ai-my before San Antonio, to Col. 
Edward Burleson, who had just been elected to sue-
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ceed him, and on the 30th, in person, made in sub
stance the folloAving excellent Report to the Provis
ional Government: 

" I have the satisfaction to say that the patriotism 
A\hich drew together the gallant A^olunteers now in 
service before Bexar and Fort Goliad is unabated. 
They left all the comforts and endearments of home to 
defend their constitutional rights, and the republican 
principles of the Federal System and Constitution of 
1824, and the vested rights of Texas under the law of 
the 7th of May of that year. Their ])asis is the Consti
tution and the Federal System. But should these be 
destroyed in Mexico, and the decree of the 3d of Oc
tober last, passed by the Central party (a copy of 
Avhich is herewith presented), be carried into effect, 
and a Central and despotic government established, 
where all the authority Is to be concentrated in one 
person, or in a few persons, in the city of Mexico, sus
tained by military and ecclesiastical power; the volun
teer army will also, in that event, do their duty to 
their country, to the cause of liberty, and to them 
selves—as honor, patriotism, and the first law of 
nature may require. 

" That every people have the right to change their 
government, is unquestionable; but it is equally certain 
and true, that this change, to be morally or politically 
obligatory, must be effected by the free expression of 
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the will of the community, and by legal and consti
tutional means; for otherwise the stability of gov
ernments and the rights of the people would be at 
the mercy of fortunate revolutionists—of violence or 
faction. 

" Admitting, therefore, that a Central and despotic 
or strong government is best adapted to the education 
and habits of a portion of the Mexican people, and 
that they wish i t ; this does not, and cannot, give to 
them the right to dictate by unconstitutional means 
and force to the other portion, who have equal rights, 
and differ in opinion. 

"Had the change been effected by constitutional 
means, or had a National Convention been convened, 
and every member of the Confederacy been fairly re
presented, and a majority agreed to the change, it 
w^ould have placed the matter on different ground; 
but, even then, it would be monstrous to admit the 
principle, that the majority have the right to destroy 
the minority, for the reason that self-preservation is 
superior to all political obligations. That such a 
government as is contemplated by the before-mentioned 
decree of the 3d of October would destroy the peo
ple of Texas must be evident to all, when they consider 
its geographical situation, so remote from the contem
plated centre of legislation and powder; populated as 
it is by a people who are so different in education, 
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habits, customs, language, and local wants, from all 
the rest of the nation; and, especially, when a portion 
of the Central party have manifested violent religious 
and other prejudices and jealousies against them. But 
no National Convention was convened, and the Consti
tution has been, and now is, violated and disregarded. 

"The constitutional authorities of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas solemnly protested against the 
change of government, for which act they were driven 
by military force from office and imprisoned. The 
people of Texas protested against it, as they had a 
right to do, for which they have been declared rebels 
by the Government in Mexico. 

" However necessary, then, the basis established by 
the decree of the 3d of October may be to prevent 
civil Avars and anarchy in other parts of Mexico, it is 
attempted to be effected by force and unconstitutional 
means. However beneficial it may be to some parts 
of Mexico, it would be ruinous to Texas. This Adew 
presents the whole subject to the people. If they 
submit to a forcible and unconstitutional destruction 
of the social compact which they have sworn to sup
port, they violate their oaths. If they submit to be 
tamely destroyed, they disregard their duty to them
selves, and violate the first laAV which God has stamped 
upon the heart of man, civilized or savage—which is 
the law or the right of self-preservation. 
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"The decree of the 3d of October, therefore, if 
carried into effect, evidently leaves no remedy for 
Texas but resistance, secession from Mexico, and a 
direct resort to natural rights. 

" Such I believe to be the view which the volunteer < 
army, lately under my command, has taken of this sub
ject; and such, in substance, the principles it is defend
ing, and will defend. That they are sound and just, 
and merit the approbation of all nations, I sincerely 
and conscientiously believe. 

" It may be out of place to speak of myself in such 
a communication as this, but I deem it right to say 
that I have faithfully labored for years to unite Texas 
permanently to the Mexican Confederation, by sepa
rating its local government and internal administration, 
so far as practicable, from every other part of Mexico, 
and placing it in the hands of the people of Texas, 
who are certainly best acquainted with their local 
wants, and could best harmonize in legislating for 
them. There was but one Avay to effect this union, 
with any hope of permanency or harmony, which Avas 
by erecting Texas into a State of the Mexican Con
federation. Sound policy, and the true interest of the 
Mexican Republic, evidently required that this should 
be done. 

"The people of Texas desired i t ; and if proofs were 
wanting (but they are not) of their fidelity to theu* 
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obligations as Mexican citizens, this effort to erect 
Texas into a state affords one which is conclusive to 
every man of judgment who knows anything about 
this country; for all such are convinced that Texas 
could not, and would not, remain united to Mexico 
without the right of self-government as a separate 
state. 

" The object of the Texans, therefore, in Avishing a 
separation from Coahuila, and the erection of their 
country into a state, Avas to avoid a total separation 
from Mexico by a revolution. Neither Coahuila, nor 
any other portion of the Mexican nation, can legislate 
on the internal affairs of Texas : it is impossible. 
This country must either be a state of the Mexican 
Confederation, or must separate in toto, as an inde
pendent community, or seek protection from some 
power that recognizes the principles of self-gOA êrn-
ment. I can see no remedy between one of these 
three positions and total ruin. 

" I must particularly call the attention of the Pro
visional Government to the Volunteer Army now in 
the field. That their services have been, and noAV 
are, in the highest degree useful and important to 
Texas, is very evident. Had this army ncA êr crossed 
the Guadalupe—a movement which some have con
demned—the war wH)uld have been carried by the 
Centralists into the colonies, and the settlements on 
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the Guadalupe and La Baca would probably have 
suffered, and perhaps have been broken up. The 
town of Gonzales had already been attacked, and 
many of the settlers were about to remove. 

" What effect such a state of things would have 
had upon the moral standing and prospects of the 
country, although a matter of opinion, is worthy of 
mature consideration, more especially when it is con
sidered that, at the time, the opinions of jnsmy Avere 
vacillating and unsettled, and much division prevailed. 
The Volunteer Army have also paralyzed the force of 
General Cos, so that it is shut up within the fortifica
tions of Bexar, incapable of any hostile movements 
whatever outside of the walls, and must shortly sur
render or be annihilated. The enemy has been beaten 
in every contest and skirmish, which has proved the 
superiority of the volunteers, and given confidence to 
every one. Our undisciplined volunteers, but few of 
whom were ever in the field before, have acquired 
some experience, and much confidence in each other 
and in themselves, and are much better prepared for 
organization, and to meet a formidable attack than 
they Avere before. 

"The post of Goliad has been taken by the volun
teers, and the enemy deprived of large supplies which 
were at that place, and of the facilities of procuring 
others by water, through the port of Copano, which 
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is also closed upon them by the occupation of Goliad. 
The enemy has been driven from the river Nueces by 
a detachment of the volunteers who garrison Goliad, 
and by tlie patriotic sons of Ireland from PoAver's 
colony. More than one hundred of the enemy, in
cluding many officers, have been killed; a great 
many have been wounded, others have deserted, and 
a valuable piece of brass cannon, a six-pounder, has 
been taken, and another preserved (the one that Avas 
at Gonzales) from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. Three hundred head of horses have been 
taken, and the resources for sustaining an army in 
Bexar are all destroyed or exhausted, so that an 
enemy in that place is at this time more than thi-ee 
hundred miles from any supplies of bread-stuff, and 
many other necessary articles. All this has been 
effected by the Volunteer Army in a little more than 
one month, and wdth the loss of only one man killed 
in battle, and one wounded (who has nearly recov
ered) before Bexar; one wounded at Goliad, and 
one at Lipantitlan, on the Nueces. In short, the 
moral and political infiuence of the campaign is 
equally beneficial to Texas and to the sacred cause of 
the Constitution and of liberty, and honorable to the 
Volunteer Army. This army is composed, principally, 
of the most intelligent, respectable, and AA êalthy 
citizens of the country; and of volunteers from 
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Louisiana and Alabama—men who have taken up 
arms fi'om principle, from a sense of duty, and from 
the purest motives of patriotism and philanthropy. 
They have braA^ely sustained the rights of Texas and 
the cause of Mexican liberty, and patiently borne 
the exposure and fatigue of a Avinter's campaign 
during the most inclement, wet, and cold spell of 
weather known in this country for many years. The 
most of them are men of families, whose loss would 
have made a fearful void in our thin community. 
They might have been precipitated upon the fortifica
tions of Bexar, which were defended by seven or eight 
hundred men and a number of cannon, and taken the 
place by storm against superior numbers; and Texas 
might, and in all probability w^ould, have been cov
ered Avith mourning in the hour of victory. On con
sultation with the officers in council of war, it Avas 
deemed most prudent not to hazard so much in the 
commencement of the contest, when a disaster would 
have been so materially injurious; and the system was 
adopted of wasting away the resources, and spirits, 
and numbers of the enemy by a siege, the ultimate 
success of which appeared to be certain, without any 
serious hazard on our part. That the fall of Bexar 
within a short time, and with a very little loss, will 
be the result, I have no doubt. 

" I consider the Volunteer Army to be the main 
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^ hope of Texas at this time, and until a regular army 
'" can be organized; and I recommend that it be sus-
l tained and provided for in the most effectual and 

'̂̂̂ -̂ ' efficient manner. 

\ " Before closing this communication, I deem it to be 
¥!! my duty to recommend to the consideration of the 
p? Provisional Government the situation of the inhabi-
' « tants of Bexar and Goliad. The necessary and indis

pensable operations of the war have compelled the 
army to make use of a considerable amount of their 
property, particularly corn and beef cattle. So soon 
as circumstances will permit, I respectfully recom
mend that some system be adopted to ascertain the 
amount of property thus used, and to provide for a 
just compensation. This recommendation also extends 
to horses or other property lost byi;he Volunteers. 

" I will present to government another report on a 
special subject of importance." 

" In the other report of Mr. Austin alluded to, he 
advised the calling of a convention, with plenary 
powers, and is as follows: 

" A t the time of the former elections, the people 
did not and could not fully understand their true situ
ation; for it was not known then, to a certainty, 
what changes Avould take place in IMexico, AA'hat kind 
of government would be established, or Avhat course 
would be pursued toAvards Texas. It was only known 
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then that the Central party was in power, that all its 
measures tended to the destruction of the Federal 
system, and that preparations were making to invade 
Texas. 

" But, at the present time, the people know that the 
government is changed—that Centralism is estab
lished by the decree of the 3d of October last, and 
that they are threatened with annihilation. In short, 
the whole picture is now clearly before their view, and 
they see the dangers that are hanging over them. Can 
these dangers be averted by a provisional organization 
which is based upon a declaration that is equivocal 
and liable to different constructions ? Does not the 
situation of the country require a more fixed and 
stable state of things ? In short, is it not necessary 
that Texas should now say in plain, and positive, and 
unequivocal language, what is the position she occu
pies, and will occupy; and can such a declaration be 
made without a new and direct resort to the people, 
by calling, as speedily as possible, a convention with 
plenaiy powers, based upon the principle of equal re
presentation in proportion to the population ? 

" These are questions of the most vdtal importance. 
I respectfully submit them to the calm deliberation of 
the Provisional Government, in the full confidence 
that all the attention will be given to the subject 
which its importance merits. 
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" Without expressing any individual opinion of my 
OAvn as to the time or day when the new elections 
ought to take place, which would, perhaps, be inde
corous in such a communication as this, the object of 
which is to lay facts before the ProAdsional Govern
ment, I deem it to be my duty to say, that so far as I 
could judge of the opinions and wishes of the citizens 
who were in the Volunteer Army when I left them 
on the 25th ult., they were in favor of an immediate 

election of a convention Avith plenary power." 
In all probability, had the Consultation made a 

declaration of independence, framed a Constitution, 

and ordered an election for officers under it, Mr. 
Austin would have been satisfied. The decree so 
often alluded to in the foregoing pages is as follows: 

[Decree of the 3d of October, 1835.] 

" Office of the First Secretary of State, 

Interior Department. 

"His Excellency the President, j^ro tern., of the Mexi
can United States to the Inhabitants of the Repub
lic. Know ye, that the General Congress has 
decreed the following: 

" A R T . 1. The present governors of the states shall 
continue, notwithstanding the time fixed by the Con
stitution may have expired; but shall be dependent 
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for their continuance in the exercise of their attri
butes upon the Supreme Government of the nation. 

"ART. 2. The legislatures shall immediately cease 
to exercise their legislative functions: but before 
dissolving (and those Avhich may be in recess meet
ing for the purpose), they shall appoint a Department 
Council, composed, for the present, of five Individuals, 
chosen either Avithin or without their own body, to 
act as a council to the governor; and in case of a 
vacancy in that office, they shall propose to the 
Supreme General Government three persons possessing 
the qualifications hitherto required: and until an 
appointment be made, the gubernatorial powers shall 
be exercised by the first on the list Avho is not an 
ecclesiastic. 

" ART. 3. In those states AÂ here the legislature can
not be 'assembled AAdthin eight days, the Ayuntamiento 
of the capital shall act in his place, only for the 
purpose of electing the five individuals of the Depart
ment Council. 

" A R T . 4. All the judges and tribunals of the 
states, and the administration of justice, shall con
tinue as hitherto, until the organic laAV relative to 
this branch be formed. The responsibilities of the 
functionaries Avhich could only be investigated before 
Congress, shall be referred to, and concluded before 
the Supreme Court of the nation. 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 2 1 3 

" A R T . 5. All the subaltern officers of the state 
shall also continue for the present (the places which 
are vacant, or AÂ hich may be vacated, not to be filled), 
but they, as well as the officers, revenues, and 
branches under their charge, remain subject to, and 
at the disposal of, the Supreme Government of the 
nation, by means of the respective governors. 

"Palace of the Federal Government in Mexico, 
October 3d, 1835. 

"MAGUIL BARRAGAN, 

" A. D. MANUEL DIE2;^ DE BONILLA." 

General Austin gained but little glory as a mili
tary man. His great, big heart Avas too tender to see 
men bleed and die without pain; and then each one 
of the volunteer army Avas his dear friend. 

" I am afraid," he Avrote to Captain Dimit, on the 
2d of November, " that our future operations wdll be 
tedious and prolonged, owing to the strength of the 
fortifications at this place, of Avhich we have certain 
information. Whether the army can be kept together 
long enough to await the arrival of reinforcements, 
and the necessary supply of heavy battering-cannon 
and ammunition, I am sorry to say, is somewhat 
uncertain." 

At one time he had 1,000 men before San Antonio, 

after this he was joined by the New Orleans Grays 
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and English's company from Eastern Texas, so that 
had all remained he would have had 1,300 men with 
Avhich to have taken the place by assault. But he 
felt sure of it in the end, and would not order an 
assault for fear of losing a few precious lives, so the 
men became impatient of camp life and w^anted to go 
home. Rusk and Travds would enthuse them occa
sionally by dashing up with them near the forti
fications, but the cold weather and rains set in and 
they went home. They were mostly farmers with fami
lies, and had joined the army in a hurry, with their 
summer clothes on—it had turned cold, so they went 
home to see their families and to get winter clothes. 

"The men," says IjCennedy, "wearied with idly 
gazing at the walls of the beleaguered town, impor
tuned the general to order an immediate assault. 
One day, and then another, were successively named 
for indulging their ardor, but nothing was done; and 
on the evening of the 4th of December, the order 
was giv^en to break up the camp and retire into winter 
quarters." 

This order was received by the majority of the 
500 remaining troops with regret and chagrin. 

Yoakum Avrites: " It was then," says an eye-witness, 
" that the scene Avas Avholly indescribable, and serious 
apprehensions were entertained that our camp would 
become the theatre of blood." 

Q 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. n^ 

Some wished to obey the order and raise the siege, 
while others were eager for an attack. 

At the height of the excitement glorious old Ben 

Milam cried out, at the top of his voice: " Who will 

go with old Ben Milam into San Antonfo f " 
This inquiry was answered joyously and instantly 

by 300 volunteers, whom, with the approbation of 
the commanding general, Burleson, he organized into 
two divisions, one of which he commanded in person, 
while the other was led by Colonel Frank Johnson, 
one of the proscribed. 

General Cos had about 800 men in the Alamo and 
the Plazas—an oblong square surrounded by stone 
houses and separated by the church and houses north 
and south of it. Solidad, Acequia, and Flores Streets 
run into the Plazas from the north, and were for
tified by cannon and barricades where they entered 
the Plazas—named Main and Military, the latter 
west, the former east of the church. 

Having sent Colonel J. C. Neill with a party to 
make a feint attack upon the Alamo, Colonel Milam 
and Johnson with 300 men and two cannon, before 
day on the morning of the 5th, entered the city and 
made lodgments in two famous buildings knoAvn as 
the Veramandi and Garza houses, about one hundred 
yards apart, the former east of Solidad, the latter 
east of Acequia Streets. The following despatch. 
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signed by B. R. Milam and Edward Burleson, and 
dated Oth December, 1835, was sent to the Provisional 
Government at San Filipe : 

"Yesterday morning, at daylight, or rather some 
tAventy mlifutes before. Colonel Milam, with a party 
of about 300 volunteers, made an assault upon the 
town of Bexar. His party he distributed in tAvo 
divisions, which, on entering the toAvn, took pos
session of tw ô buildings near each other-—near the 
place Avhere they have been ever since battling Avith 
the enemy. They haÂ e so far had a fierce contest, the 
enemy offering a strong and obstinate resistance. The 
houses occupied by us command some of the cannon 
in the place, or have silenced them entirely, as it is 
reported to us. The issue is doubtful, of course, 

Ugartechea is on the way, with considerable re
inforcements; how near has not yet been exactly 
ascertained; but certainly he is not more than from 
fifty to sixty miles off. This express has been 
despatched for an immediate supply of ammunition, 
as much powder and lead as can possibly be sent 
instantly. Of the first-mentioned article, there is none 
beyond the cannon cartridges already made up. I 
hope that good mules, or horses, Avill be procured to 
send on these articles AvIth the greatest possible speed, 
travelling night and day, for there is not a moment to 
be lost. Reinforcements of men are, perhaps, indis-
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pensal )le to our salvation. I hope every exertion will 
be made to force them to our relief immediately." 

In his official report of the storming of San Antonio, 
Colonel Johnson says: 

" At seven o'clock a heavy cannonading from the 
town was seconded by a well-directed fire from the 
Alamo, which for a time prevented the possibility of 
covering our lines, or effecting a safe communication 
between the two divisions. In consequence of the 
twelve-pounder having been dismounted, and the want 
of proper cover for the other gun, little execution w âs 
done by our artillery during the day. We were, there
fore, reduced to a close and well-directed fire from 
our rifles, which, notAvIthstanding the advantageous 
position of the enemy, obliged them to slacken their 
fire, and several times to abandon their artillery with
in range of our shot. Our loss during the day Avas 
one private killed; one colonel and one first-lieutenant 
severely wounded; one colonel Rightly, three privates 
dangerously, six severely, and three slightly. During 
the whole of the night (of the 5th) the tAvo divisions 
were occupied in strengthening their positions, OY>QTI-

ing trenches, and effecting a safe communication, 
although exposed to a heavy cross-fire from the enemy, 
which slackened towards morning. I may remark 
that the want of proper tools rendered this under
taking doubly arduous. 
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" At daylight of the Oth the enemy were observed 
to haÂ e occupied the tops of the houses in our front, 
Avhere, under cover of breast-works, they opened 
through loop-holes a very brisk fire of small arms on 
our whole line, followed by a steady cannonading from [ 

the town, in front, and from the Alamo on the left 
flank, with few interruptions during the day. A de
tachment of Captain Crane's company, under Lieuten
ant W. McDonald, followed by others, gallantly pos
sessed themselves, under a severe fire, of the house to 
the right, and in advance of the first division, which 
considerably extended our line; while the rest of the 
army was occupied in returning the enemy's fire and 
strengthening our trenches, which enabled our artil
lery to do some execution, and complete a safe com- \ 

munication from right to left. Our loss this day 
amounted to three privates severely wounded and two 
slightly.* During the night the fire from the enemy 
was inconsiderable, and our people were occupied in 
making and filling sand-bags, and otherwise strength
ening our lines. 

"A t daylight on the 7th it was dIscoveTed that the 
enemy had, during the night previous, opened a trench 
on the Alamo side of the river, and on t|ie left flank, 

* The late Thomas W. Ward lost a leg here, and was afterwards nick-named j 

Old Peg-Leg. Hon. Sam. A. Maverick and J. W. Smith did good service in 

this storming party. 

• • J 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. ^ ^ 

as well as strengthened their battery on the cross 
street leading to the Alamo. From the first, they opened 
a brisk fire of small arms; fi-om the last, a heavy can
nonade, as well as small arms, AvhIch was kept up un
til eleven o'clock, Avhen they were silenced by our 
superior fire. About twelve o'clock, Henry Karnes,* 
of Capt. York's company, exposed to a heaA^ fire from 
the enemy, gallantly advanced to a house in front of 
the first division; and, with a crow-bar, forced an en
trance, through which the whole company immediately 
followed him, and made a secure lodgment. In the 
evening, the enemy renewed a heavy fire from all the 

* Henry Karnes was one of those remarkable characters whose true 

history is a romance. He was raised in Tennessee. At an early age he 

joined a company of Arkansas trappers, who turned their attention to 

attacks on the Pawnee villages on the head-branches of Red River ; but, hav

ing disagreed, they separated. Karnes, with three or four others, proceeded 

across to the head of the Trinity. Here, having their horses stolen, they 

obtained a canoe, and floated down the river to Robbins's Ferry. Karnes 

procured employment at Groce's Retreat, where the war found him. He 

entered the Texan service, and fought with a hearty good-will. One who 

was often with him, and by his side at Concepcion, says he never knew him 

to swear before or since that day. But when he came into the lines, after 

being shot at so often, and began to load his rifle, he exclaimed with some 

wrath, " The d d rascals have shot out the bottom of my powder-

horn ! " Karnes rose to the rank of colonel in Texas. He was of 

low stature, and weighed about one hundred and sixty pounds; was quiet, 

sober, and temperate, and had an effeminate voice. He was whoUy Hliterate, 

yet he had remarkable gentleness and delicacy of feeling, and was otherwise 

amiable in private life. He died at San Antonio, in August, 1840, surrounded 

by his numerous friends.— Yoakum. 
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positions which could bear upon us, and at about half-
past three o'clock, as our gallant commander. Colonel 
Milam, Avas passing into the yard of my position (the 
house of Berimendl) he received a rifle shot in the 
head, which caused his instant death—an irreparable 
loss at so critical a moment. Our casualties other
wise, during the day, were only two privates slightly 
Avounded. 

" At a meeting of officers, held at seven o'clock, I 
Avas invested with the chief command, with Major 
Morris as my second. Captains Llewellyn, English, 
Crane, and Landrum, with their respective compa- ] 
nies, forced their w ây into, and took possession of 
the house of Don J. Antonio Navarro, an advanced 
and important position close to the square. The fire /•) 

of the enemy became interrupted and slack during 
the whole night, and the weather exceedingly cold 
and wet. 

" The morning of the 8th continued cold and wet, 
and but little firing on either side. At nine o'clock, 
the same companies Avho took possession of Don J. 
Antonio Navarro's house, aided by a detachment of 
the Grays, advanced and occupied the Zambrano Row, 
leading to the Square, without any accident. The 
brave conduct on this occasion of William Graham, of 
Cook's company of Grays, merits mention. A heavy 
fire of artillery and small arms was opened on this 
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position by the enemy, who disputed every inch of 
ground, and after suffering a severe loss in officers 
and men, were obliged to retire from to room to room, 
until they evacuated the whole building. During 
this time, our men were reinforced by a detachment 
from York's company, under the command of Lieu
tenant Gill. The cannonading was exceedingly heavy 
from all quarters during the day, but did no essential 
damage. Our loss consisted of one captain seriously 
wounded and two privates severely. At seven o'clock, 
P.M., the party in Zambrano's Row were reinforced by 
Captains Swisher, Alley, Edwards, and Duncan, and 
'their respective companies. 

"This evening we had undoubted information of 
the arrival of a strong reinforcement to the enemy, 
under Colonel Ugartechea. At half-past ten o'clock, 
P.M., Captains Cook and Patton, with the company of 
New Orleans Grays* and a company of Brazoria 
Volunteers, forced their way into the priest's house 
in the square, although exposed to the fire of a batteiy 

* " The appearance of the Grays at Nacogdoches on their way to San An-

toma," says the late Adolphus Sterne, " had a fine effect on the Cherokee Indi

ans, a large number of whom were then in town. Their fine uniform caps and 

coats attracted the notice of the chief, BoUes. He inquired if they were 

JaeksorCs men. ' Certainly they are,' said Sterne. 'Are there more com

ing?'—'Yes,' was the reply. 'How many more?'asked BoUes. Steme 

told him to count the hairs on his head, and he would know. In twenty, 

minutes the Indiozis had all left the town 1" 
6 
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of three guns and a large body of musqusteers. Be
fore this, hoAvever, the division was reinforced from 
the reserve by Captains Cheshire, Lewis, and Suther
land, and their companies. 

" Immediately after we got possession of the priest's 
house, the enemy opened a furious cannonade from 
all their batteries, accompanied by incessant volleys 
of small arms, against every house in our possession, 
and every part of our lines, which continued unceas
ingly until half-past six o'clock A.M. of the 9 th, when 
they sent a flag of truce, with an intimation that they 
desired to capitulate. Our loss in this night's attack, 
consisted of one man only, dangerously wounded, 
while in the act of spiking a cannon." 

On the morning of the 10th, Gen. Cos surrendered, 
and on the 14th set out for the Rio Grande, with 1,105 
troops, the remainder of his army, which amounted to 
about 1,400, having concluded to remain in San 
Antonio. 

Thus by the heroism of Milam and his comrades 
Avas the stronghold of the Mexicans in Texas taken, 
but at the loss of that gallant soldier, the brave 
Milam. 

Often have I entered the Old Veramandi and asked: 
" Where is MilaniJs grave f " but no one ever answered 
the question, and unless some of his comrades in this 
brilliant achievement shall return to the place of his 
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glory, and mark the ^^ grave tvhere our hero they 

buried,^'' it will be unknown to future generations. 
WItli the capture of San Antonio ended the cam

paign of 1835. In a little more than two months 
every hostile Mexican had been driven from the soil 
of Texas, Avith but very slight loss. Col. Johnson, 
with a small garrison, remained at San Antonio, while 
the majority of the little army went home. In the 
language of the English historian of Texas: " They 
had toiled, and suffered, and fought, like men to AA'hom 
the fairest fields and the brightest skies are valueless 
and cheerless, wdthout the invigorating exercise of 
their constitutional rights. With the degenerate races 
of the South, liberty Avas but a poetical abstraction—the 
catch-AVord of the intriguing demagogue—the Avar-cry 
of the ambitious soldier: Avith the Anglo-Americans 
it was a substantial inheritance—dear to them as 
the memory of their ancestors—essential to their 
social progress as the air of heaven to their physical 
existence. It Avas the spirit of independence that stim
ulated the Northern husbandmen to turn their faces 
toward the sun of the tropic, and sustained them 
amidst trials of AA'hIch the pampered inhabitants of 
the cities of the old Avorld can form no conception. 
The charter Avhich had hitherto protected and encour
aged the settlers—the Mexican Constitution of 1824 
—^had been violated; the armed partisan had usurped 
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the seat of the judge; drum-head decisions had been 
substituted for the aAvards of laAÂ , and the colonists 
were left to choose between resistance, with its danger, 
and submission, with its disgrace. They made their 
election AvIth a full perception of the consequences it 
might involve, and staked life and land in defence of 
their chartered liberties. Their first essay in the field 
was astonishingly successful; and the storming of 
Bexar will rank among the most remarkable feats of 
chivalrous daring. To what did they owe their suc
cess ? Not to the arts of professional soldiership, for 
of these they Avefe ignorant; not to numerical strength, 
for they were comparatively few—ill-armed, ill-clad, 
and ill-fed. In their moral organization—in the proud 
sense of their superiority, as instructed freemen, over 
the puppets of ignorant and intolerant misrule, lay 
the secret of their triumphs." 



CHAPTER V. 

The PROAHCSIONAL GOVERNMENT and the GENERAL COUNCIL.—Gen. Hous

ton's Proclamation.—Dr. James Grant and the Matamoras/ewer.—Gen. 

Mexia's Expedition to Tampico.—Cols. Fannin and Johnson made 

Agents and supersede Gen. Houston.—His Report.—Treaty with the In

dians.—Caj^turc of the Hannah Elizabeth by the WiUinm Robbins.— 

Col. Tom McKinney.—Austin borrows $250,000.—The Convention at 

Wasliington.—Declaration of Independence,and Government ad interim. 

I'T^HE Provisional Government of Texas, which ex-
isted only about four months, Avas not a success. 

The governor and Council soon fell out, and the 
Council passed a resolution deposing Gov. Smith and 
placing in his stead the lieut.-governor. 

In less than a month after its inauguration it was 
openly declared that " the existing authorities were 
not equal to the crisis; that the officers and the mem
bers of the council Avere worthless and imbecile; and 
that it was necessary forthwith to reorganize the 
gOA^ernment and give it a more energetic administra
tion, in order to save the country from ruin." 

Gen. Houston sided with the gov^ernor, but gave 
his poAverful aid on the stump and In the Council for 
the support and continuance of the administration. 

Before the UCAVS of the storming of San Antonio 
arrived, in his official capacity he issued the following: 
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Proclamation of Sam Houston, Commander-in- Chief 

of the Army of Texas. 

HEADQUARTERS, WASHINGTON, TEXAS, December 12, 1835. 

CITIZENS OF TEXAS: Your situation is peculiarly 
calculated to call forth all your manly energies. Under 
the republican constitution of Mexico you were in
vited to Texas, then a Avilderness. You have reclaimed 
and rendered it a cultivated country. You solemnly 
sw^ore to support the constitution and its laAvs. Your 
oaths are yet inviolate. In accordance therewith you 
have fought with the liberals against those who sought 
to overthrow the constitution in 1832, when the 
present usurper Avas the champion of liberal princi
ples in Mexico. Your obedience has manifested your 
integrity. You have Avitnessed AvIth pain the convul
sions of the interior, and a succession of usurpations. 
You have experienced In silent grief the expulsion of 
your members elect from the State Congress. 

You haÂ e realized the horrors of anarchy and the 
dictation of military rule. The promises made to you 
have not been fulfilled. Your memorials for the re
dress of grievances have been disregarded; and the 
agents you have sent to Mexico have been imprisoned 
for years, AvIthout enjoying the rights of trial agree
ably to law. Your constitutional executive has been 
deposed by the bayonets of a mercenary soldiery, while 
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your Congress has been dlssoh'cd by vdolence, and its 
members either fled or were arrested by the military 
force of the country. The federation lias been ^\<-

solved, the constitution declared at an end, and cen
tralism has been established. Amid all these trviiio: 
vicissitudes, you remained loyal to the duty of citizens, 
with a hope that liberty would not perish in the 
Republic of Mexico. But AvhIle you Avere fondly 
cherishing this hope, the dictator required the sur
render of the arms of the ciAdc militia, that he might 
be enabled to establish on the ruins of the constitu
tion, a system of policy which would forever enslave 
the people of Mexico. Zacatecas, unwilling to yield 
her sovereignty to the demand which struck at the root 
of all liberty, refused to disarm her citizens of their 
private arms. Ill-fated state! Her poAver as well as 
her Avealth aroused the ambition of Santa Anna, and 
excited his cupidity. Her citizens became the first 
Adctlms of his cruelty, while her Avealth Avas sacrificed 
in payment for the butchery of her citizens. The suc
cess of the usurper determined him in exacting from 
the people of Texas submission to the central form of 
government; and, to enforce his plan of despotism, he 
dispatched a military force to invade the colonies, and 
exact the arms of the inhabitants. The citizens re
fused the demand, and the invading force Avas in
creased. The question then Avas, "Shall Ave resist the 
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oppression and live free, or violate our oaths and bear 
a despot's stripes ? " The citizens of Texas rallied to 
the defence of their rights. They have met four to 
one, and, by their chivalry and courage, have van
quished the enemy with a gallantry and spirit AÂhich 
is characteristic of the justice of our cause. 

The army of the people is noAV before Bexar, 
besieging the central army Avithin its wall. Though 
called together at the moment, the citizens of Texas, 
unprovided as they were in the necessary munitions of 
Avar and supplies for an army, have maintained a siege 
for months. Always patient and untiring in their 
patriotism and zeal in the cause of liberty, they have 
borne every vicissitude of season and every incident of 
the soldier with a contempt of peril which reflects im
mortal honor on the members of the army of the people. 

Since our army has been in the field, a consultation 
of the people by their representatives, has met, and 
established a provisional government. This course has 
groAvn out of the emergencies of the country; the army 
has claimed its peculiar care. We are without law, 
and AvIthout a constitutional head. The provisional 
executive and the general council of Texas are earnest
ly engaged iu the discharge of their respective duties, 
preparing for every exigency of the country; and I am 
satisfied, from their zeal, ability, and patriotism, that 
Texas wdll have everything to hope, from their exer-

1 no 
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tions in behalf of the principles Avhich Ave have 
avoAÂ ed. 

A regular army has been created, and liberal en
couragement has been glA'en by the government. To 
all Avho Avill enlist for tAvo years, or during the Avar, 
a bounty of tAventy-four dollars and eight hundred 
acres of land Avill be given. ProAdsion has also been 
made for raising an auxiliary volunteer corps, to con
stitute part of the army of Texas, AvhIch will be 
placed under the command, and subject to the orders 

' of the commanderdn-chief. The field for promotion 

^ AAdll be open. The terms of service Avill be various. 
To those AA'ho tender their services for, or durino; the 
war, will be given a bounty of six hundred and forty 

- acres of land; an equal Ijounty Avill be given to those 
i who volunteer their services for tAVO years; if for one 

year, a bounty of three hundred and tAventy acres; 
t and to those Avho may volunteer for a shorter period, 

s: no bounty of land AVIII be given, but the same liberal 
* pay, rations, etc., Avill be alloAved them as other mem-
1* bers of the army. The rights of citizenship are ex

tended to all who will unite Avith us in defending the 
<f republican principles of the constitution of 1824. 
16 Citizens of Texas, your rights must be defended. 
i The oppressors must be driven from our soil. Sub-
isl mission to the laAvs and union among ourselves Avill 
i render us luAdncible; subordination and discipline in 

6* 
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our army Avill guarantee to us victory and renoAvn. 
Our invader has SAA'orn to exterminate us, or sweep us 
from the soil of Texas. He Is vigilant In his Avork of 
opjDressIon, and has ordered to Texas ten thousand 
men to enforce the unhalloAved purposes of his am
bition. His letters to his subalterns in Texas have 
been intercepted, and his plans for our destruction are 
disclosed. Departing from the chivalric principles of 
chdlized Avarfare, he has ordered arms to be distrib
uted to a portion of our population, for the purpose 
of creating in the midst of us a servile Avar. The 
hopes of the usurper were inspired by a belief that 
the citizens of Texas were disunited and divided in 
opinion; that alone has been the cause of the present 
invasion of our rights. He shall realize the fallacy of 
his hopes in the union of her citizens, and their ETER

NAL RESISTANCE to his plans against constitutional lib
erty. We will enjoy our birthright, or perish in its 

defence. 

The services of five thousand volunteers will be ac
cepted. By the first of March next Ave must meet the 
enemy AvIth an army Avorthy of our cause, and which 
Avill reflect honor upon freemen. Our habltatlov: \ 
must be defended; the sanctity of our hearths and 
firesides must be preserved from pollution. Liberal 
Mexicans Avill unite AvIth us. Our countrymen in the 
field have presented an example worthy of imitation. 
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Generous and brave hearts from a land of freedom 
have joined our standard before Bexar. They have, 
by their heroism and valor, called forth the admira
tion of their comrades in arms, and have reflected 
additional honor on the land of their birth. Let the 
brave rally to our standard. 

SA:M HOUSTON, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 

But notiwthstanding his efforts the governor and 
the Council kept on at war, one great cause of which 
was a plan for the capture of Matamoras, which origi
nated with one Dr. Grant, w ĥo was one of the storm
ing party that entered San Antonio on the 8th Decem
ber, and was wounded seriously on the first day of the 
contest. 

Grant was a man of wealth, and lived in the interior 
of Mexico, and was very plausible in representing the 
facility vAdth which Matamoras, Avith all its wealth, 
might be taken, " and thence," according to Yoakum, 
carrying the war " into the interior of Mexico, that he 
might return to his princely domains at Parras. 
Among the volunteers and adventurers at San Antonio 
he was incessantly painting in lively colors the rich 
spoils of Tamaulipas, New Leon, Coahuila, and San 
Luis Potosi, the facility of the descent, the coAvardly 
nature of the inhabitants, and the charming beauties 
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of the valleys of the San Juan, the Sablnas, and the 
Santander. 

" This Avas enough: the bold and fiery spirits Avho 
had just driven tAvice their number from the strong walls 
of Bexar and the Alamo, were ready to go. They 
Avanted but a leader and a cause. The authority of 
Texas Avas invoked. The governor was prudent, and 
preferred to folloAV the landmarks laid down by the 
Consultation. The Council was otherwise. This body, 
changing almost daily, contained but few of the 
original members, and the change had not been 
for the better, in either wisdom or integrity. They 
had ceased to feel any responsibility for their official 
conduct." 

Dr. Grant, as did also the Mexican General 
Mexia, declared that the inhabitants of Matamoras 
and the interior of Mexico were opposed to the central
ism of Santa Anna as much as Texans were, and, as a 
matter of course, would join hands and hearts with 
them on their approach, and Avas so successful that 
he not only made folloAvers in the army at San Anto
nio, but also carried with him the Council and many 
good Texans. 

Gen. Houston opposed this movement, and in order 
to counteract it sent the following order to Colonel 
James Bowie: 

j 

i 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. I 3 3 

" [Army Orders.] HEADQUARTERS, SAN F E L I P E , December 17, ISS.'S. 

" SIR : In obedience to the order of his Excellency 
Henry Smith, Governor of Texas, of this date, I haA'e 
the honor to direct that, in the event you can obtain 
the services of a sufficient number of men for the pur
pose, you will forth AvIth proceed on the route to Mata
moras, and, if possible, reduce the place and retain 
possession until further orders. Should you not find 
it Avithin your poAver to attain an object so desirable 
as the reduction of Matamoras, you wdll, by all possi
ble means, conformably to the rules of civilized Avar-
f are, annoy the troops of the central army; and reduce 
and keep possession of the most eligible position on 
the frontier, using the precaution Avhich characterizes 
your mode of Avarf are. You wdll conduct the cam
paign. Much is referred to your discretion. Should 
you commence the campaign, you Avill, from time to 
time, keep the government advised of your operations, 
through the commander-in-chief of the army. Under 
any circumstances, the port of Copano is Important. 

"If any officers or men, who have at any time been 
released on J9̂ ?'(?̂ (?, should be taken in arms, they will 
be proper subjects for the consideration of a court-
martial. Great caution is necessary in the country of 
an enemy. 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in-Chief^'' 

.d^, 
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On the 14th December, tAventy-eight surviving mem
bers of the ill-fated expedition fitted out at New 
Orleans, under the auspices of General Mexia, num
bering 130 men, which sailed to Tampico in November, 
haAdng been deserted by their God-and-Liberty-lovIng-
Greaser-commander, after a drum-head trial and con
viction, were shot to death. 

On the 7th of January the Council created Col. J. 
W. Fannin agent, with plenary powers to organize a 
force and reduce Matamoras, with liberty to report to 
the commanding general, the governor, or the Council, 

Soon after this. Col. F. W. Johnson was also com
missioned for the same purpose. 

On the Oth, Gov. Smith ordered Gen. Houston " to 
repair to Bexar, or such other point on the frontier as 
he might deem most eligible, and establish his head
quarters; also to establish such subordination, and 
place the army in such situation, as to commence 
active operations by the earliest day possible; and in 
the meantime, to annoy and injure the enemy as 
much as circumstances would permit." 

Starting on the 8th, Gen. Houston arrived at Goliad 
on the 16th. From thence he went to Refugio, where, 
on the 21st, Col. F. W. Johnson exhibited to him his 
powders from the Council, and also made him acquainted 
Avith those of Col. Fannin, whereupon, considering him 
self superseded, he returned through Goliad to Wash-
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ington, and on the 30th made the folloAving report to 
Gov. Smith: 

" To Governor Henry Smith. 

"MUNICIPALITY OF WASHINGTON, January 30, 1836. 

" SIR : I have the honor to report to you that, in 
obedience to your order under date of the Oth inst., I 
left Washington on the 8th, and reached Goliad on 
the night of the 14th. On the morning of that day I 
met Captain Dimit, on his return home Avith his com
mand, who reported to me the fact that his caballada 

of horses (the most of them private property) had 
been pressed by Dr. Grant, who styled himself acting 
commanderdn-chief of the federal army, and that he 
had under his command about two hundred men. 
Captain Dimit had been relieved by Captain P. S. 
Wyatt, of the volunteers from Huntsville, Alabama. 
I was also informed by Major R. C. Morris that bread
stuff Avas Avanted in camp; and he suggested his Avish 
to remove the volunteers farther west. By express, 
I had advised the stay of the troops at Goliad until I 
could reach that point. 

" On my arrival at that post, I found them destitute 
of many supplies necessary to their comfort on a cam
paign. An express reached me from Lieutenant-
Colonel Neill, of Bexar, of an expected attack from 
the enemy in force. I immediately requested Colonel 
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James BoAvle to march with a detachment of volun- ,i 
teers to his relief He met the request with his usual 
promptitude and manliness. This intelligence I for
warded to your excellency, for the action of govern- | 
ment. With a hope that supplies had or would imme
diately reach the port of Copano, I ordered the troops, 
through Major R. C. Morris, to proceed to Refugio 
mission, where it Avas reported there Avould be an 
abundance of beef—leaAdng Captain Wyatt and his 
command, for the present, in possession of Goliad,'or 
until he could be relieved by a detachment of regulars 
under the command of Lieutenant Thornton, and some 
recruits that had been enlisted by Captain Ira West-
over. On the arrival of the troops at Refugio, 1 . 
ascertained that no breadstuffs could be obtained, nor * 
was there any intelligence of supplies reaching Copa
no, agreeably to my expectations, and in accordance 
wdth my orders of the 30th of December and Oth of I 
January inst., directing the landing and concentrating 
of all the A^olunteers at Copano. I had also advised 
Colonel A. Houston, the quartermaster-general, to for-
w^ard the supplies he might obtain at NCAV Orleans to j 
the same point. Not meeting the command of Major 
Ward, as I had hoped from the early advice I had sent 
him by Major George W. Poe, I determined to await 
his arrival and the command of Captain Wyatt. 
A¥ith a view to be in a state of readiness to march to 

J 
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the scene of active operations at the first moment that 
my force, and the supplies necessary, could reach me, 
I ordered Lieutenant Thornton with his command 
(total twenty-nine) to Goliad, to relieve Captain 
Wyat t ; at the same time ordering the latter to join 
the volunteers at Refugio. I found much difficulty in 
prevailing on the regulars to march until they had re-
ceiA êd either money or clothing; and their situation 
was truly destitute. Had I not succeeded, the station 
at Goliad must have been left without any defence, 
and abandoned to the enemy, whateAer importance 
its occupation may be to the security of the fron
tier. Should Bexar remain a military post, Goliad 
must be maintained, or the former will be cut off 
from all supplies arriving by sea at the port of 

Copano. 
"On the evening of the 20th, F. W. Johnson, Esq., 

arrived at Refugio, and it Avas understood that he Avas 
empowered by the General Council of Texas to inter
fere in my command. On the 21st, and previous to 
recehdng notice of his arrival, I issued an order to 
organize the troops so soon as they might arrive at 
that place, agreeably to the ' ordinance for raising an 
auxiliary corps' to the army. A copy of the order I 
have the honor to enclose hercAAdth. Mr. Johnson 
then called on me, previous to the circulation of the 
order, and showed me the resolutions of the General 
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Council, dated 14th of January, a copy of which I 

forAvard for the perusal of your excellency. 

" So soon as I Avas made acquainted AvIth the nature 

of his mission, and the poAvers granted to J. W. Supplies 

Fannin, Jr., I could not remain mistaken as to the placed i 

object of the Council, or the Avishes of individuals. 

I had but one course left for me to pursue (the 

report of your being deposed had also reached me), 

AvhIch w^as, to return, and report myself to you iu 

person—inasmuch as the objects intended by your 

order were, by the extraordinary conduct of the 

Council, rendered useless to the country; and, by 

remaining wdth the army, the Council Av̂ ould have 

had the pleasure of ascribing to me the evils which 

their own conduct and acts will, in all probability, 

produce. I do consider the acts of the Council calcu

lated to protract the Avar for years to come; and the 

field AvhIch they have opened to insubordination, and 

to agencies Avithout limit (unknoAvn to military usage), 

will cost the country more useless expenditure than 

the necessary expense of the AA'̂ hole Avar Avould have 

been had they not transcended their proper duties. 

Without integrity of purpose, and well-devised meas

ures, our whole frontier must be exposed to the 

enemy. All the availa])le resources of Texas are 

directed through special as AÂ CII as (jeneral agencies, \ tieas 

against Matamoras; and must, in all probability, 

I 
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prove as unavailing to the interest as they will to the 
honor of Texas. The regulars at Goliad cannot long 
be detained at that station, unless they should get 
supplies; and UOAV all the resources of Texas are 
placed in the hands of agents unknown to the govern
ment in its formation, and existing by the mere will 
of the Council; and will leave all other objects, 
necessaiy for the defence of the country, neglected, 
for the want of means, until the meeting of the con
vention in March next. 

" I t was my A\dsh, if it had been possible, to avoid 
for the present- the expression of any opinion Avhich 
might be suppressed in the present crisis. But since I 
reported to your excellency, having had leisure to 
peruse all the documents of a controversial nature 
growing out of the relative duties of yourself and the 
General Council to the people of Texas, are solution of 
the Council, I'equiring of me an act of insubordination 
and disobedience to your orders, demands of me that 
I should inquire into the nature of that authority 
which would stimulate me to an act of treason, or an 
attempt to subvert the government which I have sworn 
to support. The only constitution which Texas has is 
the ' organic laAV.' Then any violation of that laAV, 
which Avould destroy the basis of government, must be 
treason. Has treason been committed? if so, by 
whom, and for what purpose? The history of the last 



1 4 0 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

I 

,re( 

•i;s, a s 

TieWi 

fcAv Aveeks will be the best answer that can be 
rendered. 

" After the capitulation of Bexar, it w âs understood 1̂'̂ *̂'̂ '̂ '̂ 
at head-quarters that there Avas much discontent with' valor, I ] 
the troops then at that point, and that it might be "̂"̂^̂  
necessary to employ them in some active enterprise, j adopted 
or the force Avould dissolve. With this information' tlie rem 
was suggested the expediency of an attack on Mata- tad bd 
moras. For the purpose of improving AÂ hatever" ment, i 
advantages might have been gained at Bexar, I ajj-
plied to your excellency for orders, Avhich I obtained, 
directing the adoption of such measures as might be »ppr( 
deemed best for the protection of the frontier and the 
reduction of Matamoras. This order Avas dated 17th 
of December; and on the same date I Avrote to Colonel viduals; 
James Bowie, directing him, in the event he could 
obtain a sufficient number of volunteers for the pur
pose, to make a descent on Matamoras; and, if his 
force Avould not justify that measure, he Avas directed j sanctioi 
to occupy the most advanced post, so as to check the uals,tl] 
enemy, and by all means to place himself in a sltua-1 bers of 
tion to command Copano. Colonel Bowie did not voluati 
receive the order: haAdng left Goliad for Bexar, he onlym 
was not apprised of It until his arrival at San Felipe, ing Iju 
about the 1st of January instant. IMy reason for not be 
ordering Colonel BoAvIe on the service Avas, his fami- coûu, 
liar acquaintance AvIth the country, as Avell as the cation 

tk car 
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^ nature of the population through Avhich troops must 
pass, as also their resources; and to this I freely add 

% that there is no man on Avhose forecast, prudence, and 
'"' valor, I place a higher estimate than Colonel BoAvie. 
tj "PrcAdous to this time, the General Council had 
'ft; adopted a resolution requiring the governor to direct 
ti the removal of. the head-quarters of the army, and I 
»:' had been ordered to Washington, for their establish-
fl ment, until further orders. I had been detained, 
il aAvaitIng copies of the ordinances relative to the army. 
h Their design Avas manifest, nor could their objects be 
li;; misapprehended, though the extent to which they were 
'u: then carrying them was not known. Messrs. Hanks 
t and Clements were engaged in writing letters to indi-
]{i viduals at Bexar, urging and authorizing a campaign 
b against Matamoras; and, that their recommendation 
V might bear the stamp of authority, and mislead those 
I'l who were unwilling to embark in an expedition not 
Ijjf * sanctioned by government, and led by private Individ-
IJ,; uals, they took the liberty of signing themselves mem-
i,j bers of the military committee; thereby deceiving the 
||. volunteers, and assuming a character which they could 
,,j, only use or employ in the General Council, in propos-
r; ing business for the action of that body. They could 
, not be altogether ignorant of the impropriety of such 
J conduct, but doubtless could easily find a solid justifi

cation in the bullion of their patriotism and the ore of 
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their integrity. Be their motive Avhatever it might, 
many brave and honorable men Avere deluded by it, 
and the campaign Avas commenced upon Matamoras, 
under Dr. Grant, as 'acting' commanderdn-chief of 
the volunteer army—a title and designation unknoAvn 
to the world. But the General Council, in their ad- \ 

dress to the people of Texas, dated January 11th, 
state that ' they never recognized in Dr. Grant any 
authority whatCA^er as an officer of the government, or 
army, at the time.' They will not, I presume, deny 
that they did acknowledge a draft, or order, drawn 
by him, as acting commander-in-chief amounting to 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. But this they Avill 
doubtless justify, on the ground that your excellency 1" 
commissioned General Burleson, and, of course, the . 
appointment of Dr. Grant, as his aid-de-camp, Avould I 
authorize him to act in the absence of General Bur
leson. It is an established principle in all armies that 
a staff-officer can claim no command in the line of the 
army, nor exercise any command in the absence of the 
general, unless he holds a commission in the line. In 
the absence of General Burleson, the senior colonel— 
or, in the absence of the colonel, the major—or, in his 
absence, the senior captain—would have the com
mand ; but in no event can the aide, or staff-officer, 
unless he holds a commission In the line of the army, 
have any command; and his existence must cease. 
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unless he should be continued or reappointed by the 
officer of the line who succeeds to the command in the 
absence of his superior. When General Burleson left 
the army, his aide had no command, but the field-
officer next in rank to himself. Then, Avho is Dr. 
Grant ? Is he not a Scotchman, who has resided in 
Mexico for the last ten years ? does he not own large 
possessions in the interior ? has he ever taken the oath 
to support the organic law? is he not deeply in
terested in the hundred-league claims of land which 
hang like a murky cloud over the people of Texas ? is 
he not the man who impressed the property of the 
people of Bexar ? is he not the man who took from 
Bexar, without authority, or knowledge of the govern
ment, cannon and other munitions of war, together 
with supplies necessary for the troops at that station, 
leaving the wounded and the sick destitute of needful 
comforts ? Yet this is the man whose outrages and 
oppressions upon the rights of the people of Texas are 
sustained and justified by the acts and conduct of the 
General Council. 

" Several members of that body are aware that the 
interests and feelings of Dr. Grant are opposed to the 
independence and true interests of the people of Texas. 
While every facility has been afforded to the medi
tated campaign against Matamoras, no aid has been 
rendered for raising a regular force for the defence of 
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the country, nor one cent advanced to an officer or 
soldier of the regular army, but every hindrance 
thrown in the way. The Council had no right to pro
ject a campaign against any point or place. It Avas 
the province of the governor, by his proper officers, to 
do so. The Council had the right of consenting or 
objecting, but not of projecting. The means ought to 
be placed at the disposition of the governor; and if he, 
by himself, or his officers, failed in their application, 
Avhile he would be responsible for the success of the 
armies of Texas, he could be held responsible to the 
government, and punishable; but what recourse has 
the country upon agents who have taken no oath, and 
given no bonds to comply with the powers granted by 
the Council? 

" The organic law declares, in article third, that 'the 
gOA'-ernor and General Council have power to organize, 
reduce, or increase the regular forces;' but it dele
gates no power to create army-agents, to supersede the 
commander-in-chief, as will be seen by reference to the 
second article of the * military' basis of that law. • 
After declaring that there shall be a regular army for 
the protection of Texas during the present war, in the 
first article, it proceeds in the second to state the con
stituents of that army: ' The regular army of Texas 
shall consist of one major-general, who shall be com
mander-in-chief of all the forces called into public ser-

..\ 
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vice during the war.' This, it wdll be remembered, is 
a laAV from which the Council derive their powers; 
and, of course, all troops in service since the adoption 
of this laAV, and all that have been accepted, or to be 
accepted during my continuance in office, are under my 
command. Consequently, the Council could not create 
an agency that could assume any command of troops, 
so as to supersede my poAvers, without a plain and 
palpable violation of their oaths. New names given 
could not change the nature of their obligations: they 
had violated the ' organic law.' 

" I will now advert to an ordinance of their own 
body, entitled 'an ordinance and decree to organize 
and establish an auxiliary volunteer corps of the army 
of Texas,' etc., passed December 5, 1835. The ordin
ance throughout recognizes the competency of the gov
ernor and commander-in-chief as the only persons 
authorized to accept the services of the volunteers, and 
makes it their especial duty to do so. It also gives 
the discretion to the commanderdn-chief to accept the 
services of the volunteers for such term as ' he shall 
think the defence of the country and the good of the 
service require.' I t is specified that muster-rolls shall 
accompany the reports of volunteers, and, AAdien 
reported by the commanderdn-chief to the governor, 
that commissions shall issue accordingly. Where 

elections take place in the volunteer corps, the ordin-
7 

< 
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ance declares that they shall be certified to the com
mander-in-chief, and by him forwarded to the gover
nor. The third section of the law declares that when 
controversies arise in relation to the rank of officers of 
the same grade, they shall be be determined 'by draw
ing numbers, which shall be done by order of the 
commanderdn-chief of the army.' This law was 
enacted by the General Council, and they cannot allege 
that any misconstruction could arise out of it; for it 
plainly points out the duties of the governor and com
mander-in-chief, as defined by themselves. Yet, with
out the repeal of this law, they have proceeded to ap
point agents to exercise the very powers declared by 
them to belong to the governor and commander-in-
chief ! This they have done, under the impression 
that a change of names would enable them to put 
down the governor and the commanderdn-chief, not 
subject to them for their places, but created by the 
Consultation, and both of whom are as independent of 
the Council as the Council is of them—the commander-
in-chief being subject to the organic law, and all laws 
conformable thereto, under the orders of the gover
nor. I have obeyed the orders of your excellency as 
promptly as they have met my knowledge; and had 
not the Council, by acts as outrageous to my feelings 
as they are manifestly against law, adopted a course 
that must destroy all hopes of an army, I should yet 
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have been on the frontier, and, by all possible means, 
I would at least have sought to place it in a state of 
defence. 

" It now becomes my duty to advert to the subject of 
the poAÂ ers granted by the General Council to J. W. 
Fannin, Jr., on the 7th of January, 1836; and at a 
time Avhen tw ô members of the military committee, 
and other members of the Council, were advised that I 
had received orders from your excellency to repair 
forthwith to the frontier of Texas, and to concentrate 
the troops for the very purpose avowed in the 
resolutions referred to. The powers are as clearly 
illegal as they were unnecessary. By reference to the 
resolutions, it will be perceived that the powers given 
to J. W. Fannin, Jr., are as comprehensive in their 
nature, and as much at variance AAdth the organic laAV 
and the decrees of the General Council, as the decrees 
of the General Congress of Mexico are at variance Avith 
the Federal Constitution of 1824, and really delegate 
to J. W. Fannin, Jr., as extensive powers as those con
ferred by the Congress on General Santa Anna. Yet 
the cant is kept up, even by J. W. Fannin, Ji'., against 
the danger of a regular army ; AÂ hile he is exercising 
powders which he must be satisfied are in open viola
tion of the organic laAV. J. W. Fannin, Jr., is a 
colonel in the regular army, and was sworn in and 
received his commission on the very day that the reso-

I 
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lutlons were adopted by the Council. By his oath he 
was subject to the orders of the commander-in-chief, 
and, as a subaltern, could not, without an act of 
mutiny, interfere Avlth the general command of the 
forces of Texas; yet I find, in the Telegraph of the 
9th inst, a proclamation of his, dated on the 8th, 
addressed: ' Attention, volunteers,' and requiring 
them to rendezvous at San Patricio. No official char
acter is pretended by him, as his signature is private. 
This he did with a knoAvledge that I had ordered the 
troops from the mouth of the Brazos to Copano, and 
had repaired to that point to concentrate them. On 
the 10th Inst., F. W. Johnson issued a similar procla
mation, announcing Matamoras as the point of attack. 
The powers of both these gentlemen were derived. If 
derived at all, from the General Council, in opposition 
to the will of the governor; because certain purposes 
were to be answered, or the safety and harmony of 
Texas should be destroyed. 

" Colonel Fannin, in a letter addressd to the General 
Council, dated on the 21st of January, at Velasco, and 
to Avhich he subscribes himself, ' J. W. Fannin, Jr., 
Agent Provisional Government,' when speaking of 
anticipated difficulties Avith the commander-in-chief, 
allays the fears of the Council by assuring them that, 
' I shall never make any myself;' and he then adds: 
'The object in view wdll be the governing principle. 

t 

\ 

J 
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and should General Houston be ready and willing to 
take command, and march direct ahead, and execute 
your orders, and the volunteers to submit to it, or a 
reasonable part of them, I shall not say nay, but 
Avill do all in my pow'er to produce harmony.' How 
Avas I to 1 become acquainted AvIth the orders of the 
Council ? Was it through my subaltern ? I t must 
have been so designed—as the Council have not, up 
to the present moment, given me any official notice 
of the orders to Avhich Colonel Fannin refers. This 
modesty and subordination on his part is truly com
mendable in a subaltern, and w^ould imply that he 
had the right to ' say nay.' If he has this power, 
Avhence is it derlA^ed ? Not from any laAA ,̂—and con
trary to his SAA'orn duty as my subaltern, Avhose duty 
is obedience to my laAvful commands, agreeably to 
the rules and regulations of the United States armj^, 
adopted by the Consultation of all Texas. If he ac
cepted any ajDpointment incompatible with his obliga

tion as a colonel in the regular army, it certainly 
increases his moral responsibilities to an extent which 
is truly to be regretted. 

" In another paragraph of his letter, he states: ' You 
\A ill alloAV that we have too much dlAdsIon, and one 
cause of complaint is this very expedition, and that 
it is intended to remove General Houston.' He then 
assures the Council that no blame shall attach to him, 
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but most dutifully says to them, ' I will go where 
you hav ê sent me, and will do w^hat you have ordered 
me, if possible.' The order of the Council, as set 
forth in the resolutions appointing Colonel Fannin 
agent, and authorizing him to appoint as many agents 
as he might think proper, did most certainly place 
him above the governor and the commander-in-chief 
of the army—nor is he responsible to the Council, 
or the people of Texas. He is required to report, 
but he is not required to obey the Council. His 
poAvers are as unlimited and absolute as Cromwell's 
ever were. I regard the expedition, as now ordered, 
an individual, and not a national measure. The 
resolutions passed in favor of J. W. Fannin, Jr., 
and F. W. Johnson, and their proclamations, with 
its original start—Dr. Grant—absolve the country 
from all responsibility for its consequences. If I 
had any doubt on the subject, previous to hav
ing seen, at Goliad, a proclamation of J. W. Fan
nin, Jr., sent by him to the volunteers, I could no 
longer entertain one, as to the campaign, so far as 
certain persons are interested in forwarding It. 
After appealing to the volunteers, he concluded 
with the assurance that Hhe troops should be paid 

out of the first spoils tahen from the enemy.'' This, 
in my opinion, connected Avith the extraordinary 
poAvers granted to him, by the Council, divests the 
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campaign of any character save that of a piratical or 
predatory war. 

" The people of Texas have declared to the world, 
that the war In Avhich they are now engaged, is a Avar 
of principle, in defence of their civil and political 
rights. What effect wdll the declaration aboA ê re
ferred to haA ê on the civilized world, when they 
learn that the indlAddual who made it has since been 
clothed Avith absolute powers by the General Council 
of Texas; and that, because you refuse to ratify their 
acts, they have declared you no longer the governor 
of Texas ? It was stated by way of inducement to the 
advance on Matamoras, that the citizens of that place 
w êre friendly to the adA'ance of the troops of Texas 
upon that city. They, no doubt, ere this, have J. W. 
Fannin's proclamation (though it w âs in manuscript), 
and if originally true, what Avill now be their feelings 
tow^ard men Avho 'are to be paid out of the first 
spoils taken from the enemy'? The idea AÂ hich must 
present itself to the enemy, will be, if the city is 
taken it will be given up to pillage; and when the 
spoils are collected, a division Avill take place. In 
war, when spoil is the object, friends and enemies 
share one common destiny. This rule AAdll goA êrn 
the citizens of Matamoras in their conclusions, and 
render their resistance desperate. A city containing 
tAA^ve thousand souls will not be taken by a handful 
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of men who have marched twenty-tAvo days without 
breadstuffs, or necessary supplies for an army. If 
there ever Avas a time AA'hen Matamoras could have 
been taken by a few men, that time has passed by. ' 
The people of that place are not aAvare of the high- i 
minded and honorable men Avho fill the ranks of the 
Texan army. They will look upon them as they 
would look upon Mexican mercenaries, and resist 
them as such. They too will hear of the impressment 
of the property of the citizens of Bexar, as reported 
to your excellency, by Lieutenant-Colonel Neill, when 
Dr. Grant left that place for Matamoras, in command 
of the A^olunteer army. 

" If the troops advance upon Matamoras, there ought 
to be a co-operation by sea, Avith the land forces, or 
all ^vill be lost; and the brave men who have come 
to toil Avith us in our marches, and mingle in our 
battles for liberty, Avill fall a sacrifice to the selfish
ness of some who have individual purposes to answer, 
and Avhose infiuence Avith the Council has been such as 
to impose upon the honest part of its members; 
AvhIle those who were otherAvise, availed themselves 
of every artifice Avhich they could devise, to shield 
themselves from detection. 

" The evil is noAV done, and I ti'ust sincerely that 
the 1st of March may establish a government on 
some permanent foundation, AÂ here honest function-

i 
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aries will regard and execute the knoAvn and estab
lished laws of the country, agreeably to their oaths. 
If tills state of things cannot be achicA^ed, the country 
must be lost. I feel, in the station which I hold, that 
every effort of the Council has been to mortify me 
individually, and, if possible, to compel me to do 
some act which Avould enable them to pursue the 
same measures toAvard me, AvhIch they have illegally 
done toward your excellency, and thereby remove 
another obstacle to the accomplishment of their 
plans. In their attempts to embarrass me, they 
were reckless of all prejudice Avhich might result to 
the public serA îce from their laAvless course. 

" While the Council Av̂as passing resolutions affecting 
the army of Texas, and transferring to J. W. Fannin, 
Jr., and F. W. Johnson the whole control of the arm}'-
and resources of Texas, they could order them to 
be furnished with copies of the several resolutions 
passed by that body, but did not think proper even to 
notify the major-general of the army of their adoption; 
nor have they yet caused him to be furnished with 
the acts of the Council relatlA'̂ e to the army. True it 
is, that they passed a resolution to that effect, but it 
never Avas complied with, Their object must have 
been to conceal, and not to promulgate their acts. 
'They have loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds aie evIL' 

) 
\ 
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" I do not consider the Council as a constitutional 
body, nor their acts laAvful. They haA ê no quorum 
agreeably to the organic laAA', and therefore I am com
pelled to regard all their acts as void. The body has 
been composed of seventeen members, and I perceive 
that the act of 'suspension,' passed against your 
excellency, was by only ten members present; the 
president j9r<'; tern, having no A ôte. Only ten members 
remain, Avhen less than tAvelve members could not 
form a quorum agreeably to the organic laAv, which 
required tAVO-thirds of the whole body. I am not 
prepared to violate either my duty or my oath, by 
yielding obedience to an act manifestly unlaAvful, as 
it is, in .my opinion, prejudicial to the welfare of 
Texas. 

"The lieutenant-governor, and several members of 
the Council, I believe to be patriotic and just men; 
but there have been, and when I left San Felipe there 
were, others in that body on Avhose honesty and in
tegrity the foregoing facts Avill be the best commen
tary. They must also abide the judgment of the 
people. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Yom* excellency's obedient servant, 

" SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in-Chief of the Army.^\ 
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Without doubt General Houston's indignation Avas 
great against the General Council! Indeed, he Avas 
sorely vexed. He even called the gallant Colonel 
Johnson, AA'̂ho distinguished himself so highly in the 
reduction of San Antonio, Mr. Johnson, and the heroic 
Colonel Fannin, who with the immortal Bowie had 
gained such great glory at Concepcion, he styles 3fr. 

J. W. Fannin, Jr. 
What could he do, by staying longer A\dth the troops 

at Refugio, when the Matamoras fever was raging so 
fiercely ? 

He wisely concluded to go for the enemy in his rear ; 

so he returned to Washington, aided all he could the 
movement for a convention with plenary powers :— 
thus to wipe out the detestable GENERAL COUNCIL, the 
impotent governor, Henry Smith, and the execrable 
PROVISIONAL GOA^ERNMENT generally, and from the 
government established uj^on their overthrow^, have his 
commission as commander-in-chief of the Texan forces 
reissued or confirmed, then he would take command 
and lead the gallant patriots of Texas to victory and 
independence. At any rate he did not stay to be in 
the way of the gallant gentlemen Avho had fought so 
nobly at La Purisima Concepcion and San Antonio de 
Bexar. 

Austin had requested him to command the army in 
his stead when it first approached San Antonio in tho 



156 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

preceding year, but he refused, because Austin, not 
himself, had been elected by the men. General Aus
tin insisted that he (Houston) had been elected to 
command the troops from the municipality of Nacog-

j doches and San Augustine—but Houston peremptor
ily refused to supersede him. 

On the return of General Houston to San Felipe, 
Governor Smith granted him a furlough till the lst» 
March, in which he stated : 

" Your absence is permitted in part by the illegal 
acts of the Council, in superseding you, by the un
authorized appointment of agents to organize and con
trol the army, contrary to the organic laAV, and the 
ordinances of their own body. In the meantime, you 
Avill conform to your instructions, and treat with 
the Indians." 

On the 23d of February, 1836, General Houston 
and Mr. Forbes, as commissioners ior Texas, made a 
treaty with the Indians, which in contemplation of the 
next campaign with the Mexicans was of incalculable 
importance. 

Communication about this time between Texas and 
New Orleans was much internipted by two Mexican 
vessels of war, the Bravo and Montezuma. 

"The Hannah Elizabeth^'' says Yoakum, "freighted 
with cannon, arms, and ammunition, intended for the 
Texan service, and an adventure of goods and provis-
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ions belonging in part to Peter Kerr, sailed from New 
Orleans for Matagorda. Kerr Avas himself on board, 
as Avere likewise Jos6 M. J. Carbajal and Fernando 
de Leon, the latter tAvo having charge of the other 
freight. She was discovered, pursued, and run 
aground, at Pass Cavallo, by the Bravo. In the chase 
she had throAvn overboard her cannon and ammuni-
-tion. She Avas boarded by a prize-crew^, consisting of 
Lieutenant Mateo and eleven men from the Bravo; 

and Carbajal, De Leon, and some others were trans
ferred as prisoners to that vessel. Shortly after, the 
Bravo was driven off by a norther. In a day or tAVO 
afterward, the citizens of Matagorda having received 
notice of the w^reck, purchased and armed the schooner 
William Bobbins, placed her under the command 
of Captain Hurd, and, Avith a small force on board, 
commanded by Captain S. Rhoads Fisher, retook the 
stranded vessel and made the prize-crew prlsonei-s. 
This was all very Avell; but they Avent further, and 
appropriated to themselves the goods and provisions, 
allowing Kerr to retain his part on payment of half 
their value! But Kerr being unable to do this, got 
none. Governor Smith being duly advised oi these 
proceedings, took occasion in a special message to 
reprehend them severely." 

Now the William Bobbins happened to belong to 
the firm of McICin7iey & Williams, and Avhen Colonel 

c 
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Tom heard this reprehension of Governor Smith, he 
voAved that he would punish him, but respecting the 
officer, he Avaited until Smith ceased to be chief magis
trate, Avhen he coolly and calmly proceeded to w^hip 
his excellency until he hollowed: " Oh, donH ! donH ! 

donH ! " Colonel Tom McKinney was a rare old Texan 
•—was agent and creditor of Texas for many years. 
After a contest with Dr. G. A. Feris, of Richmond, 
many years ago, the doctor said: " Why, Tom McKin
ney is the best man in Texas ! he can Avhip anybody ! " 
Indeed he was a brave, liberal, and gentle man—loved 
by his friends and respected even by his enemies. 

On the 11th of January, Mr. Austin and his asso
ciate commissioners negotiated a loan of $200,000, and 
on the 18th another for $50,000, which enabled the 
Texan agents to send supplies to the troops at a time 
when they Avere much needed. 

On the 1st February an election was held by order 
of the Council for delegates to a couA'̂ ention with 
plenary powers, which assembled at Washington, 
March 1st, and on the next day made and signed 
the following: 

"DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

"When a government has ceased to protect the lives, 
liberty, and property of the people, from whom its 
legitimate powers are derived, and for the adv^ance-
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ment of whose happiness it Avas instituted; and so far 
from being a guarantee for their inestimable and ina
lienable rights, becomes an instrument in the hands of 
evil rulers for their oppression—When the Federal 
Republican Constitution of their country, Avhich they 
have sworn to support, no longer has a substantial 
existence, and the Avhole nature of their government 
has been forcibly changed, without their consent, from 
a restricted Federative Republic, composed of Sover
eign States, to a consolidated central military despot
ism, In Avhich every interest is disregarded but that of 
the army and the priesthood, both the eternal enemies 
of civil liberty, the ever-ready minions of ppAver, and 
the usual instruments of tyrants—When, long after 
the spirit of the constitution has departed, modera
tion is at length so far lost by those in poAver, that 
even the semblance of freedom is removed, and the 
forms themselves of the constitution discontinued, 
and so far from their petitions and remonstrances 
being regarded, the agents who bear them are throwm 
into dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to 
enforce a new government upon them at the point of 
the bayonet— 

" When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance 
and abduction on the part of the government, anarchy 
prevails, and civil society is dissolved into its original 
elements—in such a crisis, the first law of nature, the 
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right of self-preservation, the inherent and inalienable 
right of the people to appeal to first principles, and 
take their political affairs Into their own hands In 
extreme cases, enjoins It as a right toAvards themselves, 
and a sacred obligation to their posterity, to abolish 
such government, and create another in its stead, 
calculated to rescue them from impending dangers, 
and to secure their Avelfare and happiness. 

" Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for 
their acts to the general opinion of mankind. A state
ment of a part of our grievances is therefore submit
ted to an impartial Avorld, in justification of the hazar
dous but, unavoidable step now taken, of severing 
our political connection AAdth the Mexican people, and 
assuming an independent attitude among the nations 
of the earth. 

" The Mexican Government, by its colonization laws, 
invited and induced the Anglo-American population 
of Texas to colonize its Avilderness under the pledged 
faith of a Avritten constitution, and that tliey should 
continue to enjoy that constitutional liberty and re
publican government to which they had been habitu
ated in the land of their birth—the United States of 
America. 

" In this expectation they have been cruelly disap
pointed, inasmuch as the Mexican nation has acqui
esced in the late changes made In the government by 

( 

I 
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General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, who, haAdng 
overturned the constitution of his country, UOAV offers 
to us the cruel alternatives, either to abandon our 
homes, acquired by so many privations, or submit to 
the most intolerable of all tyranny, the combined des
potism of the sword and the priesthood. 

" I t has sacrificed our welfare to the State of Coa
huila, by Avhich our interests have been continually 
depressed through a jealous and partial course of 
legislation, carried on at a far-distant seat of govern
ment, by a hostile majority, in an unknowm tongue, 
and this too nothwithstanding we have petitioned, in 
the humblest terms, for the establishment of a separate 
state government, and have, in accordance with the 
provisions of the National Constitution, presented to 
the General Congress a republican constitution, Avhich 
was, without just cause, contemptuously rejected. 

" I t incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of 
our citizens, for no other cause but a zealous endeavor 
to procure the acceptance of our Constitution, and the 
establishment of a State Government. 

" I t has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, 
the right of trial by jury, that palladium of civil 
liberty, and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, 
and property of the citizen. 

" I t has failed to establish any public system of edu
cation, although possessed of almost boundless resour-
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ces (the public domain), and although it is an axiom 
in political science, that unless a people are educated 
and enlightened, it is idle to expect the continuance 
of civil liberty, or the capacity for self-government. 

" I t has suffered the military commandants, stationed 
among us, to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression and 
tyranny, thus trampling upon the most sacred rights 
of the citizen, and rendering the military superior to 
the civil power. 

" It has dissolved, by force of arms, the State Con
gress of Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our repre- j 
sentatives to fly for their lives from the seat of govern
ment, thus depriving us of the fundamental political 
right of representation. 

" It has demanded the surrender of a number of our 
.citizens, and ordered military detachments to seize and 
carry them into the interior for trial, in contempt of 

the civil authorities, and in defiance of the laAvs and 
the constitution. 

" It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, 
by commissioning foreign desperadoes, and authorizing 
them to seize our vessels, and convey the property of 
our citizens to far-distant parts for confiscation. 

" It denie> us the right of worshipping the Almighty 
according to the dictates of our OAVU conscience, by 
the support of a national religion calculated to 
promote the temporal interest of its human function-

I 
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aries, rather than the glory of the true and living 
God. 

" I t has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which 
are essential to our defence—the rightful property of 
freemen—and formidable only to tyrannical govern
ments. 

" I t has invaded our country both by sea and by land, 
Avith the intent to lay waste our territory, and drive us 
from our homes; and has now a large mercenary army 
advancing to carry on against us a Avar of extermination. 

" I t has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless 
savage, with the tomahaAvk and scalping-knife, to 
massacre the inhabitants of our defenceless frontiers. 

" I t has been, during the whole time of our connec
tion with it, the contemptilde sport and victim of 
successive military revolutions, and hath continually 
exhibited every characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and 
tyrannical government. 

" These, and other grievances, were patiently borne 
by the people of Texas, until they reached that point 
at which forbearance ceases to be a vdrtue. We then 
took up arms in defence of the National Constitution. 
We appealed to our Mexican brethren for assistance; 
our appeal has been made in A^ain; though months 
have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been 
heard from the interior. We are, therefore, forced to 
the melancholy conclusion, that the Mexican people 
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have acquiesced in the destruction of their liberty, 
and the substitution therefor of a military government; 
that they are unfit to be free, and incapable of self-
government. 

" The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now 
decrees our eternal political separation. 

" W E , therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers, 

of the people of Texas, in solemn convention assembled, 

appealing to a candid loorldfor ihe necessities of our 

condition, do hereby resolve and declare, that our po 

litical connection with the Mexican nation has forever 

ended, and that the people of Texas do now constitute 

a FREE,' SOVEREIGN, aud INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, and 

are fully invested with all the rights and attributes 

which properly belong to independent nations; and, 

conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, tve fear

lessly and confidently com7nit the issue to the Supreme 

Arbiter of the destinies of nations. 

" In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed 

i 

our names. 

NAMES. 

Richard Ellis 
C B Stewart 
James Collingsworth... 
Edwin Waller , . . 

J . S. D. Byron 

AGE 

54 
30 
30 
35 
46 
38 
54 
41 

PLACE o r BIBTH. FOBMEB BESIDENCK. 

Alabama. 
Louisiana. 
Tennessee. 
Missouri. '' 
Louisiana. 
Florida. 

-J 

I 
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KAMXS. 

J . B. Badgett 
W. D. Lacy 
William Menifee 
John Fisher 
M. Coldwen 
W. Motley... 
L. D. Zavala 
George W. Smyth. . . 
8. H . Everitt 
E. Stapp 
Ola". West 
W. B. Scates 
M. B. Menard 
A. B. Hardin 
J . W. Bunton.. . . . 
Thomas G. Gazeley. 
R. M. Coleman... . 
S. 0. Robertson 
George C. Childress, 
B. Hardiman 
B. Potter 
Thomas J. Rusk 
Charles S. Taylor.. . 
John S. Roberta 
B. Ham^ilton 
0. M. Kinney 
A. H. Lattimer 
James Power 
Sam Houston 
David Thomas 
E. Conrad 
Martin Parmer , 
B. O. Legrand 
S. W. Blount 
James Gaines 
W. Clark, J r 
S. O. Penningfton 
W. 0. Crawford 
John Turner 
B. B. Goodrich 
G. W. Barnett ., 
J. G. Swisher , 
Jesse Grimes , 
S. Rhoads Fisher 
Samuel A, Maverick., 
John White Bower.., 
James B. Woods. . . . 
Andrew Briscoe 
John W. Moore 
Thomas Barnett. 

AGE. 

29 
28 
40 
36 
38 
24 
47 
33 
29 
53 
36 
30 
31 
38 
28 
35 
37 
50 
32 
41 
36 
29 
28 
40 
53 
70 
27 
48 
43 
35 
26 
58 
33 
28 
60 
37 
27 
31 
34 
37 
48 
41 
48 
41 
29 
27 
84 

FLACB OF BIBTH. 

North Carolina. 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Kentucky 
Virginia 
Yucatan 
North Carolina.. 
New York 
Virginia 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Canada 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
New York 
Kentucky 
North Carolina.. 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
North Carolina.. 
South Carolina.. 
England 
Virginia 
Scotland , 
New Jersey , 
Tennessee 
Ireland 
Virginia 
Tennessee , 
Pennsylvania... 
Virginia 
North Carolina... 
Georgia 
Virginia 
Noyth Carolina.., 
Kentucky 
North Carolina.. 
North Carolina... 
Virginia , 
South Carolina.. 
Tennessee 
North Carjlina.., 
Pennsylvania... 
South GaroUna... 
Georgia .̂  
Kentucky 

FOBMEB BESIDEKCZ. 

Arkansas Territory. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Virginia. 
Missouri. 
Kentucky. 
Mexico. 
Alabama. 
New York. 
Missouri. 
Louisiana. 
Kentucky. 
Ulinois. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Louisiana. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
North Carolina. 
Georgia. 
New York. 
Louisiana. 
North Carolina. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Louisiana. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Pennsylvania. 
Missouri. :, 
Alabama. 
Georgia. 
Louisiana. 
Georgia. 
Arkansas Territory. 
Alabama. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Mississippi. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Pennsylvania. 
South Carolina. 
Arkansas Territory. 
Kentucky. 

A . 
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On the 4th of March, 1836, the Convention made 
General Sam Houston commanderdn-chief of the land 
forces of the Texan army, " Avith all the rights, privi
leges, and poAvers due to a commanderdn-chief in the 
United States of America," and on the 6 th ordered 
him to proceed to the frontier, to establish his head
quarters and organize the army. 

On the 16th, the Convention adopted the Constitu
tion of the Republic, and on the same day, as a govern
ment ad interim, made David G. Burnet, President; 
Lorenzo de Zavala, Vice-President; S. P. Carson, Se
cretary of State; Baily Hardiman, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War; Ro])ert 
Potter, Secretary of the Navy; and David Thomas, 
Adjutant-General—and then adjom-ned. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Santa Anna resolves on the Conquest of Texas.—His Army.—Invests the 
Alamo.—The Defence of that place.—Letters of Colonel Travis.—An 
Escape from and the Fall of the Alamo. 

"IVTEWS of the storming of San Antonio and the 
-*- ̂  capture of his brother-in-law. General Cos, coming 
to the ears of the President-General, Santa Anna, he 
forthwith determined to raise and lead in person an 
army to the subjugation of the rebellion's Texans. 

Santa Anna was the most popular man in all Mex
ico, and upon the question of retaking Texas, Mexicans 
were almost a unit, so he had but little trouble in soon 
collecting an army of 8,000 men, "composed of the 
best troops in Mexico, and commanded by the most 
experienced officers " of the Republic. 

General Vicente Filisola, a veteran revolutionist, 
w âs the second in command to Santa Anna, who was 
aided by Colonel Almonte, and supported by Generals 
Urrea, Sesma, Gaona, Tolsa, Andrade, Woll, and Cos, 

the last of whom, according to Kennedy, "violated 
the conditions of the first article of his capitulation at 
Bexar, by which he and his officers were permitted to 
retire with their arms and private property into the 
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, Interior of the repul )llc, " under parole of honor that 
they Avould not in any Avay oppose the re-establish
ment of the Federal Constitution of 1824." 

Colonel Ampudia, afterwards General Ampudia, 
Avas in command of the artillery, of Avhich there was a 
considerable train, including mortars, while Colonel 
Louis Tola acted as engineer. 

Says Kennedy: 

''There was an immense mass of baggage, with sev
eral thousand mules and horses for its transport; 
indeed all the preparations were on a scale of grand
eur that contrasted strangely AvIth the contemptuous 
terms in whioh the heads and promoters of the expe
dition spoke of the people whose destruction it was 
intended to accomplish." 

General Filisola, In his account of the campaign, 
says there was also an i7nmense number of tvomen 

who followed in the Avake of the army, A\ hich informa
tion called from the i7inocent Yoakum the folloAvIng 
astute comment: " But for what purpose they were per

mitted, unless to take care of the plunder, we are 7iot 

i7fo7'medr 

On the 23d of February, 1836, Santa Anna, cross
ing the Alazan^ Avhere, in 1813, the Republicans under 
the gallant' Perry galiicd a signal victory over the 
forces of the viceroy under Elisondo, entered San 
Antonio without o])po.sition, and having demanded 

^L 
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the surrender of the Alamo, which was refused, com
menced a furious bombardment of that devoted place! 
When it was invested, the Alamo was defended by 
one hundred and fifty-six men, commanded by the 
gallant captor of Anahuac, Colonel W. B. Travis, and 
included Colonel James BOAVIC, the hero of Concep

cion, Colonel Davy Crockett, the celebrated ex-mem
ber of Congress from Tennessee, Colonels J. B. Bon
ham and J. Washington, with others less famous. 

On the 24th, Colonel Travis sent the following let
ter by express to his people: 

"COMMANDANCY OP THE ALAMO, BEXAR, February 24, 1836. 

" FELLOW-CITIZENS AND COMPATRIOTS : I am besieged 
by a thousand or more of the Mexicans under Santa 
Anna. I have sustained a continued bombardment 
for twenty-four hours, and have not lost a man. The 
enemy have demanded a surrender at discretion; other
wise the garrison is to be put to the sword, if the place 
is taken. I have answered the summons with a can
non-shot, and our flag still waves proudly from the 
w^alls. I shall 7iever surrender or retreat. Then I call 
on you, in the name of liberty, of patriotism, and of 
everything dear to the American character, to come to 
our aid with all despatch. The enemy are receiving 
reinforcements daily, and wdll no doubt increase to 

three or four thousand in four or five days. Though 
8 
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this call may be neglected, I am determined to sustain 

myself as long as possible, and die like a soldier who 

never forgets what is due to his own honor and that 

of his country. Victory or death ! 

" W . BARRET TRAVIS, 

/ '"''Lieutenant-Colo7iel confimanding. 

" P. S.—^The Lord is on our side. When the enemy 

appeared in sight, we had not three bushels of corn. 

We have since found, in deserted houses, eighty or 

ninety bushels, and got into the walls twenty or 

thirty head of beeves. " T." 

On the 1st of March he was joined by thirty-tAvo 
men from Gonzales, who increased his force to 188 
soldiers. On the 3d of March he wrote to the Presi
dent of the Convention at Washington: 

" From the 25th to the present date the enemy have 
kept up a bombardment from two howitzers (one a 
five-and-a-half inch, and the other an eight-inch), and 
a heavy cannonade from two long nine-pounders 
mounted on a battery on the opposite side of the 
liver, at the distance of four hundred yards from our 
walls. During this period the enemy have been busily 
employed in encircling us with entrenched encamp
ments at the following distances: In Bexar, 400 
yards west; in Lavilleta, 300 yards south; at the 
powder-house, 1,000 yards east by south; on the ditch. 

/ 

k 
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800 yards northeast; and at the old mill, 800 yards 
north. Notwithstanding all this, a company of thirty-
two men from Gonzales made their Avay to us on the 
morning of the 1st instant, at three o'clock, and Colonel 
J. B. Bonham (a courier from the same place) got in 
this morning at 11 o'clock. 

" I have so fortified the place that the walls are gen
erally proof against cannon balls, and I still continue 
to intrench in the inside, and strengthen the Avails by 
throwing up the earth. At least 200 shells have 
fallen inside our walls AvIthout having injured a single 
man; indeed we have been so fortunate as not to lose 

f a man from any cause, and we have killed many of 
il' the enemy. The spirits of my men are still high, 
fe although they have had much to depress them 

" Colonel Fannin is said to be on the march to this 

fs; place with reinforcements; but I fear it is not true, 
(i as I have repeatedly sent to him for aid without 
,̂  receiving any. Colonel Bonham, my special messen-

m » K^^'i arrived at La Bahia (Goliad) fourteen days ago, 
jji' Avith a request for aid; and on the arrival of the 

jj„; enemy in Bexar, I sent an express to Colonel Fannin, 
g Avhich reached Goliad on the next day, urging him to 

send on reinforcements. None have yet arrived. I 

look to the colonies alone for aid; unless it arrive 
soon, I shall have to fight the enemy on his own 

i„ terms. I will, hoAvever, do the best I can under the 
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circumstances; and I feel confident that the deter
mined spirit and desperate courage heretofore evinced j 
by my men will not fail them in the last struggle; ( 
and although they may be sacrificed to the ven
geance of a Gothic enemy, the victory will cost 
that enemy so dear that it will be worse than a 
defeat. <; 

" I hope your honorable body will hasten on re
inforcements, ammunition, and provisions to our aid 
as soon as possible. We have provisions for twenty 
days for the men we have: our supply of ammunition 
is limited. At least 500 lbs. of cannon powder, and 
200 rounds of six, nine, twelve, and eighteen pound 
balls, ten kegs of rifle powder, and a supply of lead 
should be .sent to this place Avithout delay under a 
sufficient guard. If these things are promptly sent, 
and large reinforcements are hastened to this frontier, 
this neighborhood will be the great and decisive 
battle-ground. The power of Santa Anna is to be 
met here or in the colonies: we had better meet it . 
here than to suffer a war of desolation to rage in our 
settlements. A blood-red banner waves from the 
church of Bexar, and in the camp above us, in token 
that the war is one of vengeance against rebels: they 
have declared us such, and demanded that we should 
surrender at discretion, or this garrison should be put 
to the sword. Their threats have had no influence on 
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me or my men, but to make all fight with desperation, 
and with that high-souled courage which characterizes 
the patriot, who is willing to die in defence of his 
country's liberty and his own honor. 

'The citizens of this municipality are all our 
enemies, except those who joined us heretofore; we 
have but three Mexicans in the fort. Those who have 
not joined us in this extremity should be declared 
public enemies, and their property should aid in 
defraying the expenses of the war. 

" The bearer of this will give your honorable body 
a statement more in detail, should he escape through 
the enemy's lines.—God and Texas! Victo7'y or 

Death!'' 

In one of his last letters he says : " I am still here, 
in fine spirits, and well to do. With one hundred and 
forty-five men, I have held this place ten days against 
a force variously estimated from fifteen hundred to 
six thousand; and I shall continue to hold it till I get 
relief from my countrymen, or I will perish in its de
fence. We have had a shower of bombs and cannon-
balls continually falling among us the whole time, yet 
none of us have fallen. We have been miraculously 
preserved." 

He then closes by saying: "Take care of my little 
boy. If the country should be saved, I may make 
him a splendid fortune; but if the country should be 
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lost, and I should perish, he will have nothing but the 
proud recollection that he is the son of a man who 
died for his country." 

I Avill now describe the memorable FALL OF THE 

ALAMO as related to me by Mrs. Susan Hannig, for
merly Mrs. Dickinson, who witnessed it. 

"On February 23d, 1836, Santa Anna, having cap
tured the pickets sent out by Col Travis to guard the 
post from surprise, charged into San Antonio with his 
troops, variously estimated at from six to ten thousand, 
only a few moments after the bells of the city rang 
the alarm. 

" Capt. Dickinson galloped up to our dwelling and 
hurriedly exclaimed: " The Mexicans are upon us, 
give me the babe, and jump up behind me." I did so, 
and as the Mexicans already occupied Commerce 
street, we galloped across the river at the ford south 
of it, and entered the fort at the southern gate, when 
the enemy commenced firing shot and shell into the 
fort, but with little or no effect, only wounding one 
horse. 

" There were eighteen guns mounted on the fortifi
cations, and these, with our riflemen, repulsed with 
great slaughter two assaults made upon them before 
the final one. 

" I knew Colonels Crockett, Bowie and Travis well. 
Ool. Crockett was a performer on the violin, and often 
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during the siege took it up and played his favorite 
tunes. 

" I heard him say several times during the eleven 
days of the siege: ' I think ŵ e had better march out 
and die in the open air. I don't like to be hemmed up.' 

" There were provisions and forage enough in the 
fort to have subsisted men and horses for a month 
longer. 

" A few days before the final assault three Texans 
entered the fort during the night and inspired us wdth 
sanguine hopes of speedy relief, and thus animated the 
men to contend to the last. 

" A Mexican woman deserted us one night, and go
ing over to the enemy informed them of our very 
inferior numbers, which Col. Travis said made them 
confident of success and emboldened them to make the 
final assault, Avhich they did at early dawn on the 
morning of the Oth of March. 

" Under the cover of darkness they approached the 
fortifications, and planting their scaling ladders against 
our walls just as light was approaching, they climbed 
up to the tops of our walls and jumped down wdthin, 
many of them to immediate death. 

" As fast as the front ranks were slain, they were 
filled up again by fresh troops. 

"The Mexicans numbered several thousands while 
there were only one hundred and eighty-two Texans. 
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"The struggle lasted more than two hours when 
my husband rushed into the church where I was with 
my child, and exclaimed: ' Great God, Sue, the Mexi
cans are inside our walls! All is lost! If they spare 
you, save my child.' 

" Then, with a parting kiss, he drew his sword and 
plunged into the strife, then raging in different por
tions of the fortifications. 

" Soon after he left me, three unarmed gunners who 
abandoned their then useless guns came into the church 
where I was, and Avere shot down by my side. One of 
them w âs from Nacogdoches and named Walker. He 
spoke to me several times during the siege about his 
wdfe and four children with anxious tenderness. I 
saw four Mexicans toss him up in the air (as you 
would a bundle of fodder) with their bayonets, and 
then shoot him. At this moment a Mexican officer 
came into the room, and, addressing me in English, 
asked: 'Areyou Mrs. Dickinson?' I ansAvered ' Yes.' 
Then said he, ' If you wish to save your life, follow 
me.' I followed him, and although shot at and 
wounded, was spared. 

"As Ave passed through the enclosed ground in front 
of the church, I saw heaps of dead and dying. The 
Texans on an average killed between eight and nine 
Mexicans each—182 Texans and 1,600 Mexicans were 
killed. 
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" I recognized Col. Crockett lying dead and muti
lated between the church and the tAvo story barrack 
building, and even remember seeing his peculiar cap 
lying by his side. 

" Col. Bowie was sick in bed and not expected to 
live, but as the victorious Mexicans entered his room, 
he killed two of them with his pistols before they 
pierced him through with their sabres. 

" Cols. Travis and Bonham were killed while work
ing the cannon, the body of the former lay on the top 
of the church. 

" In the evening the Mexicans brought wood from 
the neighboring forest and burned the bodies of all 
the Texans, but their own dead they buried in the 
city cemetery across the San Pedro." 

Thus perished the heroes of the Alamo! of whom 
the poet says: 

" Gashed with honorable scars, 
Low in Glory's lap they lie; 

Though they fell, they fell like stars. 
Streaming splendor through thesky.' 

Remembrance of their devoted patriotism has no 
doubt inspired Texans with generous emulation on 
many occasions besides that of San Jacinto, where 
their victorious charge was made with the memorable 
battle-cry: 

^''Bcniemher the Alamo!'''' 
8* 

• iHHi 
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To Texans these words should speak volumes, and 
not only remind them of the plains of San Jacinto, 
but of Mansfield, Sabine Pass, Pleasant Hill, Gains' 
Mill, and an hundred other fields of glory and death 
on which their soldiers rushed 

" Wliere the battle wreck lay thickest, 
Aud death's brief pang was quickest." 

They should say to the youth of Texas: 

^'' Dulce et decorum est pro pat/i'ia morV 

They should picture to their young minds, in glow
ing colors, the contest between Leonidas and his three 
hundred Spartans Avith the myriad hosts of Persia at 
Thermopylae. 

They should say to them: " If we fall, we will fall 
in a blaze of glory, but if we are victorious, the Union 
will redound with our praise." 

They should point the slow moving finger of scorn 
at the coward and exclaim: 

" Cowards die many deaths, the brave but once." 

They should cause them to remember the beautiful 
lines of the poet: 

" The muffled drum's sad roll has beat -
The soldier's last tattoo; 

No more on life's parade shall meet 
That brave and gallant few. 
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"On fame's eternal camping ground 
Their silent tents are spread. 

And Glory guards with ceaseless round 
The bivouac of the dead." 

The following account of an escape from the Alamo 

is from a late Texas publication, and may throAV 
more light upon the last hours of its immortal de
fenders : 

" About two hours before sunset, on the third day 
of March, 1836, the bombardment suddenly ceased, 
and the enemy Avithdrew an unusual distance. Taking 
advantage of that opportunity. Col. Travis paraded 
all of his effective men in a single file; and, taking 
his position in front of the centre, he stood for some 
moments, apparently speechless from emotion. Then, 
nerving himself for the occasion, he addressed them 
substantially as follows: 

" ' M Y BRAVE COMPANIONS : Stern necessity com
pels me to employ the few moments afforded by this 
probably brief cessation of conflict in making knoAvn to 
you the most interesting, yet the most solemn, melan
choly, and unwelcome fact tha*t perishing humanity 
can realize. But hoAv shall I find language to pre
pare you for its reception ? I cannot do so. All that 
I can say to this purpose is, be prepared for the worst. 
I must come to the point. Our fate is sealed. With
in a very few days—perhaps a very few hours—Ave 
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must all be in eternity. This is our destiny, and we 
cannot aA ôid it. This is our certain doom. 

" ' I have deceived you long by the promise of 
help. But I crave your pardon, hoping that after 
hearing my explanation, you will not only regard my 
conduct as pardonable, but heartily sympathize with 
me in my extreme necessity. In deceiving you, I also 
deceived myself, having been first deceived by others. 

" ' I have continually received the strongest assur
ances of help from home. Every letter from the Coun
cil, and every one that I have seen from individuals 
at home, has teemed with assurances that our people 
were ready, willing, and anxious to come to our re
lief ; and that within a very short time we might con
fidently expect recruits enough to repel any force that 
Avould be brought against us. These assurances I re
ceived as facts. They inspired me Avith the greatest 
confidence that our little band would be made the 
nucleus of an army of sufficient magnitude to repel 
our foes, and to enforce peace on our own terms. In 
the honest and simple confidence of my heart, I have 
transmitted to you these promises of help, and my 
confident hopes of success. But the promised help 
has not come, and our hopes are not to be realized. 

" ' I have evidently confided too much in the prom
ises of our friends. But let us not be in haste to cen
sure them. The enemy has invaded our territory 
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much earlier than we anticipated; and their present 
approach is a matter of surprise. Our frieuds A\̂ ere 
evidently not informed of our perilous condition in 
time to save us. Doubtless they would have been 
here by the time they expected any considerable force 
of the enemy. When they find a Mexican army in 
their midst, I hope they wdll show^ themselves true to 
their cause. 

" ' My calls on Col. Fannin remain unanswered, and 
my messengers have not returned. The probabilities 
are that his whole command has fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, or been cut to pieces, and that our 
couriers have been cut off. 

" ' I trust that I have now explained my conduct to 
your satisfaction, and that you do not censure me for 
my course. 

" ' I must again refer to the assurances of help from 
home. TJiey <2?'<? what deceived me, and caused me to 

deceive you. Relying upon these assurances, I deter
mined to remain within these walls until the promised 
help should arrive, stoutly resisting all assaults from 
AA ithout. Upon the same reliance, I retained you here, 
regarding the increasing force of our assailants with 
contempt, till they outnumbered us more than twenty 
to one, and escape became impossible. For the same 
reason, I scorned their demand for a surrender at 
discretion, and defied their threat to put every one 
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of US to the SAVord, if the fort should be taken by 
storm. 

" ' I must now speak of our present situation. Here 
Ave are, surrounded by an army that could almost 
eat us for a breakfast, from A\'hose arms our lives are 
for the present protected by the stone walls. We 
have no hope of help, for no force that we could 
CÂ er reasonably have expected could cut its way 
through the strong ranks of these Mexicans. We 
dare not surrender; for, should AVC do so, that black 
flag,noAV waving in our sight, as well as the merci
less character of our enemies, admonishes us of what 
would be our doom. We cannot cut our way out 
through the enemy's ranks; for, in attempting that, 
ŵ e should all be slain in less than ten minutes. 
Nothing remains then, but to stay within this fort 
and fight to the last moment, In this case, we must, 
sooner or later, all be slain; for I am sure that Santa 
Anna is determined to storm the fort and take it, even 
at the greatest cost of the lives of his own men. 

" Then we must die ! Our speedy dissolution is a 
fixed and inevitable fact. Our business is, not to 
make a fruitless effort to save our lives, but to choose 
the manner of our death. But three modes are pre
sented to us. Let us choose that by which we may 
best serve our country. Shall we surrender, and l)(i 
deliberately shot, without taking the life of a single 
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enemy ? Shall Ave try to cut our way out through the 
Mexican ranks, and be butchered before we can kill 
twenty of our adversaries ? I am opposed to either 
method; for, in either case, we could but lose our 
lives without benefiting our friends at home—our 
fathers and mothers, our brothers and sisters, our 
wives and little ones. The Mexican army is strong 
enough to march through the country, and extenni-
nate its inhabitants, and our countrymen are not able 
to oppose them in open field. My choice, then, is to 
remain in this fort, to resist every assault, and to sell 
our lives as dearly as possible. 

" ' Then let us band together as brothers, and vow 
to die together. Let us resolve to withstand our ad
versaries to the last; and, at each advance, to kill as 
many of them as possible. And AA'hen, at last, they 
shall storm our fortress, let us kill them as they come ! 
kill them as they scale our wall! kill them as they 
leap within! kill them as they raise their Aveapons, 
and as they use them ! kill them as they kill our com
panions ! and continue to kill them as long as one of 
us shall remain alive ! 

" ' By this policy, I trust that we shall so weaken 
our enemies that our countrymen at home can meet 
them on fair terms, cut them up, expel them from 
the country, and thus establish our own independence, 
and secure prosperity and happiness to our families 
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and our country. And, be assured, our memory Avill 
be gratefully cherished by posterity, till all history 
shall be erased, and all noble deeds shall be forgotten. 

" ' But I leaA ê every man to his owm choice. Should 
any man prefer to surrender, and be tied and shot; 
or to attempt an escape through the Mexican ranks, 
and be killed before he can run a hundred yards, he 
is at liberty to do so. 

" ' My own choice is to stay in this fort, and die for 
my country, fighting as long as breath shall remain in 
my body. This will I do, even if you leave me alone. 

Do as you think best—but no man can die Avith me 
without affording me comfort in the moment of death.' 

" Col. Travis then drcAV his sword, and with its point 
traced a line upon the ground, extending from the 
right to the left of the file. Then, resuming his posi
tion in front of the centre, he said, ' I now want every 
man who is determined to stay here and die with me 
to come across this line. Who will be first ? March !' 

"The first respondent Avas Tapley Holland, Avho 
leaped the line at a bound, exclaiming, ' I am ready 
to die for my country !' His example Avas instantly 
followed by every man in the file, with the exception 
of Rose. Manifest enthusiasm Avas universal and tre
mendous. Every sick man that could walk arose 
from his bunk and tottered across the line. Col. 
Bowde, who could not leave his bed, said, ' Boys, I 
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am not able to come to you, but I wish some of you 
would be so kind as to remove my cot over there.' 
Four men instantly ran to the cot, and, each lifting a 
corner, carried it across the line. Then every sick 
man that could not walk made the same request, and 
had his bunk removed in like manner. 

"Rose, too, was deeply affected, but differently 
from his companions. He stood till every man but 
himself had crossed the line. A consciousness of the 
real situation overpowered him. He sank upon the 
ground, covered his face, and yielded to his own 
reflections. For a time he Avas unconscious of what 
was transpiring around him. A bright idea came to 
his relief; he spoke the Mexican dialect very flu
ently, and could he once get safely out of the fort, 
he might easily pass for a Mexican and effect an 
escape. Thus encouraged, he suddenly aroused as 
if from sleep. He looked over the area of the fort; 
every sick man's berth was at its wonted place; 
every effective soldier was at his post, as if awaiting 
ordei'S ; he felt as if dreaming. 

" He directed a searching glance at the cot of Color 
nel BoAvde. There lay his gallant friend. Colonel 
David Crockett was leaning over the cot, conversing 
with its occupant in an undertone. After a few 
seconds Bowie looked at Rose and said, ' You seem 
not to be willing to die with us. Rose.' ' No,' said 
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Rose, ' I am not prepared to die, and shall not do sO 
if I can avoid it.' Then Crockett also looked at 
him, and said, 'You may as well conclude to die 
AAdth us, old man, for escape is impossible.' 

" Rose made no reply, but looked up at the top of 
the Avail. ' I have often done w^orse than to climb 
that wall,' thought he. Suiting the action to the 
thought he sprang up, seized his wallet of uuAvashed 
clothes, and ascended the wall. Standing on its top, 
he looked down within to take a last view of his 
dying friends. They were all now in motion, but 
what they were doing he heeded not. Overpowered 
by his feelings he looked aAvay and saw them no 
more. 

"Looking down without he was amazed at the 
scene of death that met his gaze. From the wall to 
a considerable distance beyond, the ground was liter
ally covered with slaughtered Mexicans and pools 
of blood. 

" He \dewed this horrid scene but a moment. He 
thrcAv down his wallet and leaped after it. He 
alighted on his feet, but the momentum of the spring 
threw him sprawling upon his stomach in a puddle 
of blood. After several seconds he recovered his 
breath; he arose and took up his wallet; it had 
fallen open and several garments had rolled out 
upon the blood. He hurriedly thrust them back. 

i 
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without trying to cleanse them of the coagulated 
blood which adhered to them. Then, throAAdng the 
Avallet across his shoulders, he walked rapidly aAvay. 

" He took the road which led doAAm the river around 
a bend to the ford, and through the town by the 
church. He waded the river at the ford aud passed 
through the town. He saw no person in town, but 
the doors were all closed, and San Antonio appeared 
as a deserted city. 

" After passing through the town he turned doAvn 
the river. A stillness as of death prevailed. When 
he had gone about a quarter of a mile below the town 
his ears were saluted by the thunder of the bombard
ment, which was then renewed. That thunder con
tinued to remind him that his friends were true to 
their cause, by a continual roar, with but slight 
ihtervals, until a little before sunrise on the morning 
of the sixth, when it ceased and he heard it no 
more. 

" At tAvilight he recrossed the river on a foot-log, 
about three miles below the town. He then directed 
his couisH eastwardly towards the Guadalupe River, 
carefully bearing to the right to avoid the Gonzales 

road." a ^ ' ^ ^ 
The Avriter takes this account of Mr. Rose, cu7n 

grano salis, but it may be true. 

The poet sayeth: 
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'Tis strange—but true; for truth is always strange; 

Stranger than fiction. 

The fondness of the writer for localities made 
famous by the heroic achievements of the founders of 
our glorious republic, has carried him to the Alamo 
with as much zeal as the Mohammedan visits the 
tomb of his prophet. 

Indeed, the Alamo has peculiar interest for every 
Texan who loves his country and is proud of his 
State. But I have stood on Bunker's Hill, Brooklyn 
Heights, and from the deck of a floating palace on 
the bosom of the Father of Waters, viewing the 
plains of Chalmette, revolved in my mind the virtue 
and heroism displayed by American valor and patri
otism. 

Even on Plymouth Rock and the fleld of Lexing
ton I have wandered and meditated, comparing the 
illustrious founders and warriors of the nations of 
the Old World with the distinguished heroes and 
statesmen of America. 

At the graves of Washington, Franklin, and Ham
ilton I have often pondered upon the lasting fame 
with which their patriotic devotion has caused a 
grateful posterity to stamp their names : 

" First in war, first in peace, and fiist in the hearts of their coun

trymen." 

\ 
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Their memory will be cherished with veneration 
by future generations, Avhen the names of Alexander, 
Caesar, and Napoleon will be forgotten. 

The following sketch from Kennedy may interest 
the reader: 

"Among the slain there was one who, surrounded by 
a heap of the fallen enemy, displayed even in death 
the freshness of the hunter's aspect, and Avhose eccen
tricities, real or reputed, have familiarized England 
with his name—David Crockett, of Tennessee, a char
acter such as could only haA'-e been produced and per
fected within the limits of his own country. 

" The whole man, physical and mental, was of fron
tier growth. His playthings from infancy were the 
axe and the rifle. Few among his youthful companions 
displayed more activity and strength; none aimed his 
piece with a steadier hand or truer eye. In the meta
phorical eulogy of the western woodsmen, he was 
more than ' a horse,'—he w âs ' a steamboat.' Dur
ing the war of 1812, David took up arms for his 
country, and fought bravely, though no admirer of 
parade or drill. After the war, he turned to indus
trial pursuits, and was a successful hunter and thriv
ing planter. Hospitality kept cheerful Avatch at his 
door, and the w â3'̂ farer was ever Avelcome to a plen
tiful meal, and a glass of ' old Monongahela.' 

" The ambition to be politically distinguished, which 

l\ 
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prevails Avherever free institutions are established, is, 
perhaps, a more active passion in new states than in 
old. Crockett did not escape the general mania for 
public life. His conscience told him that he Avas an 
honest man, and rumor and the newspapers strangely 
lied if there were many of the same stamp in the great ] 
house at Washington. Reforms were w^anting—there 
was no question of that—but means Avere essential to 
an end, and sound reforms demanded clean-handed 
legislators. David felt that he had a call. He had 
mastered the ' varmint' of the woods—' coon,' bear, 
and panther—and Avhy should he not ' use u p ' the 
proAvlers that preyed upon the commonwealth ? The 
great Tennessee hunter determined to 'run for Con
gress.' 

" The stump of a tree is frequently the rostrum of a 
western orator ; hence the name of ' stump speeches' I 
has been given in the States to those morsels of elo- ( 
quence which are seasoned and sauced exclusively for 
the popular palate. Possessed of robust health and 
poAverful lungs, backed by never-faltering perseve
rance, Crockett was a giant on the stump. If poor in 
classical lore, he was affluent in the figures and phrase
ology of life in the West. After a long and arduous 
struggle, he was chosen a member of Congress for 
Tennessee. 

" His career as a patriotic legislator disappointed his 

! 
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hopes, and fell far short of his electioneering promises. 
When he entered Congress he imagined that his prow
ess as a hunter and a wrestler would inspire his oppo
nents with aAve, and enable him to shoulder the state 
wagon out of the ruts by a fcAV prompt and dexter
ous heaves; but he found difficulties at Washington 
which he never contemplated when an aspirant for 
representative honors. The first thing, he said, that 
' bothered' him were the Congressional rules and 
orders, and * what those rascally things were made 
for he could not reckon, for they did no good.' If he 
happened to damage these rules and orders, and then 
got in a ' fair track,' his tongue did not Avag so glibly 
as it used to do on the stump, and he frequently found 
himself short of breath and his knees weak when he 
attempted to harangue the House. He could not 
understand this, but he found it was so day after day. 
He often looked round to see if there was any man 
bigger and stronger than himself to produce this quak
ing, for, until then, none but a stronger man than 
himself could shake his nerve. His visions of n^form, 
one after another, vanished, for he could not make the 
members listen to his reasoning. He began to suspect 
that he had different Avork to do than Avhen he used to 
go ' a gunning.' Often as he might hit a political 
wild cat, the ' crit tur ' held out, as if it had nine 
times the nine lives attributed to grimalkin. 
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"Many an odd saying and grotesque story was 
fathered on 'Colonel Crockett,' whose raciness of 
speech and manners was, however, spoiled by mixing 
in political society. He lost the wild originality of 
the frontier, without acquiring the polish or sprlght-
liness of city life. Still, Washington had its attrac
tions, and he was anxious to retain his place in the 
legislature; but he must have his own w ây, and 
would not submit to be trammelled; the consequence 
of which was that his constituents chose a more plia
ble candidate. This was a heavy blow to David, 
who had been for years a ' lion,' and to whom excite
ment of some kind was indispensable. Disgusted 
with politics, and iriitated by public ingratitude, 
military renown acquired fresh attractions in his 
eyes. At this time Texas had raised the standard 
of resistance against military usurpation. To the 
cause of Texan liberty he resolved to devote him
self, and, shouldering his rifle, he started for the 
Sabine, and arrived at Nacogdoches, accompanied by 
several volunteers, in the commencement of the war. 
Having determined to become a citizen of Texas, 
he proceeded with his companions to the office of 
Mr. Forbes (then first judge of the municipality), 
to take the oath of allegiance, Avhich Avas tendered 
to him in the folloAving form: 

' " I do solemnly swear that I will bear true alle-; 

1 
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glance to the Provisional Government of Texas, or 
any future Government that may be hereafter de
clared ; and that I AVIII serve her honestly and faith
fully against all her enemies and oppressors what
soever, and observe and obey the orders of the 
Governor of Texas, the orders and decrees of the 
pi'esent or future authorities, and the orders of 
the officers appointed over me according to the rules 
and articles for the government of Texas—so help 
me God.' 

" Crockett Avas not the man to make a solemn decla
ration without scrutinizing Its import. He refused 
to take the oath as tendered, stating that although 
he was willing to swear to support any future Bepuh-

lican Government, he could not subscribe his name 
to this form, as the ' future' government might be 
despotic. Mr. Forbes then inserted the Avord 'repub
lican ' betAveen the Avords ' future ' and ' govern
ment ; ' aud the instrument was signed. The original, 
deposited in the office of the War Department of 
Texas, exhibits the interlineation and the autograph 
of DaAdd Crockett. 

" Biography is the handmaid of History, and fre
quently a more agreeable companion than her mis
tress; I therefore offer no apology for this brief 
notice of one of ' the heroes of the Alamo.' Poor 

David! thy simple uprightness merited a happier 
9 
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end ! Yet, to borrow a phrase of thine own coin-
age, thou didst 'go a-head for the r igh t ; ' and thy 
blood was shed upon a holy altar, and from thy 
smouldering ashes arose a flame which streamed 
from the San Antonio to the Mississippi and Ohio, 
lighting up, in many a generous heart, a fire not to 
be extinguished, so long as those who dishonored thy 
manly form continued to tread the soil in Avhich their 
barbarian vdndictiveness denied thee and thy gallant 
comrades the humble privilege of a soldier's grave!" 

\ 



CHAPTER VIL 

Tlie Capture of San Patricio, Refugio, and GOLIAD.—The Maisacres of 

Col. OranVs, Capt. King''s, Col. Ward's, and Fannin's commands. 

" T T T H I L E Santa Anna Avas marching from the Rio 
" ' Grande upon San Antonio, another division 

of his army, under Gen. Jose Urrea, Avas adA^ancIng 
by the coast route upon San Patricio, Refugio and 
Goliad. 

San Patricio Avas first attacked, and after an olDstl-
nate defence by some forty or fifty troops under Col. 
F. W. Johnson, Avas taken by assault, and all its 
defenders killed, except Col. Johnson and four others 
who made their escape. Dr. or Col. Grant, AAdio was 
associated in the command AvIth CoL Johnson, and 
fought gallantly AAdth him at the storming of San 
Antonio, in December, 1835, was out scouting with 
about sixty men at the time of the attack on San 
Patricio, and was ambuscaded at Agua Dulce on the 
2d of March, four days before the fall of the Alamo, 
and his Avhole party put to death. 

Yoakum says Grant was wounded and taken pris
oner ; that his life Avas spared that the enemy might 
have the benefit of his servdces in attending their 

l,\ 
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numerous wounded, and thus describes his tragic 
end : 

" While Dr. Grant Avas in San Patricio, curing his 
own wound, and carefully ministering to the wants 
of the Avounded of the enemy, he Avas promised, that, 
so soon as he recovered, and those under his care 
Avere convalescent, he should haÂ e a passport to 
leave the country Avithout molestation. The captain 
left in command of the town, after the departure of 
Urrea, secretly despatched eight men in search of a 
wild horse. The animal was captured about three 
weeks after the battle of the 2d of March. Grant 
was now brought forth, and, by order of the captain, 
his feet were strongly bound to those of the horse, 
and his hands to the tail. " NOAV," said the captain, 
" you have your passport—go ! " At the same 
moment the cords by which the 7nustang w âs tied 
were severed. The fierce animal, finding his limbs 
unfettered, sprang aAvay with gi'eat violence, leaving 
behind him, in a short distance, the mangled remains 
of poor Grant! Nothing can be added to this sim
ple statement of facts." 

The folloAving autograph letter of Colonel Fannin 
to his friend Mr. Joseph Mims, of Brazoria, corrobo
rates the murder of his prisoners by General Urrea at 
San Patricio, and gives an account of his own re
sources, embarrassments, and vexatious surroundings: 
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" GOLIAD, February 2Sth, 1836. 

" MR. JOSEPH MIMS : 

" The advice I gaÂ e you a few days back is too true— 
the enemy have the town of Bexar, with a large 
force, and I fear will soon have our brave country
men in the Alamo. 

" Another force is near me, and crossed the Neuces 
yesterday morning, and attacked a party by surprise, 
under Colonel Johnson, and routed them, killing Cap
tain Raison, and seve7'al others, after they had surren
dered. I have about four hundred and twenty men 
here, and if I can get provisions in to-morroAV or next 
day, can maintain myself against any force. I will 
never give uj? the ship Avhilst there is a pea in the 
dish. If I am ivhipped, it Avill be well done, and 
you may nev^er expect to see me. 

" I hope to see all Texas in arms soon ; if not, we 
lose our homes, and must go east of the Trinity for a 
Avhile. Look to our property—save it for my family, 
whatever may be my fate. 

" I expect some in about this time, by Cogley, and 
Avish you to receive and take care of it. I now tell 
you, be always ready / I have not as much confidence 
in the people of Texas as I once had; they have been 
called on and entreated to fly to arms and prcA'ent 
AAdiat has now been done. I have but three citizens in the 
ranks, and though I have called on them for six weeks. 

msas 
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not one yet arriA^ed, and no assistance in bringing me 
proAdsions—even teams refused me. I feel too indig
nant to say more about them. If I Avas honorably out 
of their service, I w^ould ncAer re-euter It. 

" But I must noAv play a bold game; I Avill go the 
whole hog. If I am lost, be the censm-e on the right 
heads, and may my wdfe and children, and children's 
children, curse the sluggards/b^Y^ rer. I am too mad, 
and too much to do—anything—hwt fight. 

"If my family arrive, send my wdfe this letter. 
Enquire of McKinney. 

" Hoping for the best, being prepared for the worst, 
I am in a dcAdl of a bad humor. 

" FarcAA êll. 

" J. W. FANNIN, J R . " 

Ou the morning of the 14th of March, Fannin 
received an order from General Houston to CA âcuate 
Goliad and fall back on Victoria, AÂhen he immediate
ly despatched a courier to Ward to return Immediately. 
The courier not returning in time, he sent a second, 
and then a third, neither of Avhom ever returned. 

On the 12th of March, the advance of Urrea's army 
reached Refugio, and found there tAventy men com
manded by Captain King, Avho, AvIth the missio/i as a 
foitlficalion, resolved to defend the place, and sent for 
as istance to Colonel Fannin, then in command of 
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Goliad with about four hundred men. Colonel Wiird, 
AvIth about one hundred troops, was sent by Colonel 
Fannin to the relief of Captain King, and at dayllglit 
on the morning of the 14th, entered the mission, Avlien 
Captain King Avith thirteen men were sent out to 
reconnoitre, soon after AÂ hich General Urrea sur-
I'ounded and attacked the mission on all sides, but, after 
I'epeated assaults, was repulsed with a loss of two 
hundred in killed and wounded, while the Texans lost 
only three severely Avounded. 

General Urrea, in giving an account of his attack 
and defeat at Refugio, says: 

"The enemy, though at first confounded by the 
movement, opened a lively fire upon our infantry, the 
greater part of whom, being recruits from Yucatan, 
could not sustain it, and fell back, nor could my 
exertions aA âil to bring them forward again; and their 
native officers, Avho, a few moments before, had been 
all boasting and arrogance, disappeared in the most 
critical moment! These soldiers, with few exceptions, 
do not understand Spanish; and the officers, unac
quainted with t}iQ\Y patois, found it difficult to malv -
them understand the word of command. The infantrv 
having fallen back upon a house and court-yard situ
ated at fifteen or twenty paces from the church, I 
ordered a part of the cav^alry to alight, in order to 
inspirit them by their example, but all would not do. 

L d d i j ^ 
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The cavalry alone Avere unequal to carry the place. 
The moment was urgent; and I ordered a retreat, 
Avhich, however, could not be effected with the order 
that disciplined troops would have maintained." 

After fighting gallantly all day long, and having 
almost entirely exhausted their ammunition, at night 
the Texans left their three wounded comrades in the 

mission, and retreated towards Victoria. On the 
morning of the 15th, Urrea took possession of the mis
sion, despatched and cast out the dead bodies of the 
wounded Texans, placed therein his own wounded, 
and followed in pursuit of Ward's and King's com
mands, which had separated the day before; King 
having left the fortifications to reconnoitre, and there
after having been unable to re-enter. On the morn
ing of the 16th, the cavalry of Urrea came up with 
Captain King and the thirteen soldiers under his 
command, surrounded them in the open prairie, Avith 1 
their powder wet, and forced their surrender, in six 
hours after which they killed every one of them ! 

On the l7th, Urrea approached Goliad, which was 
occupied by Colonel Fannin Avith about three hundred 
men, Avho, after slight skirmishing on the 18th, on the • 
morning of the 19th dismantled the fortifications, 
burned the buildings, and with his little army com
menced his retreat tow^ards Victoria, and after march
ing nine miles from Goliad, stopped to rest in the open 

I 
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prairie, five miles from the Coleta, where there was 
abundance of Avater, not believing that the 2L:xicans 

wouhl dare follow li'im ! 

After a halt of about an hour, Colonel Fannin re
sumed his retreat toAvards Victoria, but soon found 
that Avhile he rested the Mexicans had completelv ^ur 
rounded him in a depression of the plain, si.^Qk'l'eVen 
feet below the surrounding surface ! 

But notAvithstandIng such a disadvantageous posi
tion, and such an egregious blunder, he formed his 
three hundred Texans into a holloAV square, and re
pulsed the repeated assaults of the tAvelve hundred 
infantry and seven hundred cavalry of the enemy. 

The conflict lasted from 1 o'clock P.M. till dark, 
AA'hen Urrea drcAV off his troops AAdth a loss of about 
fifty killed and about one hundred and fifty Avounded, 
AÂ hlle the Texan loss Was scÂ en killed and ninty-seven 
wounded. 

Colonel A. C. Horton, Avith twenty-eight horsemen 
from Matagorda, who joined Colonel Fannin on the 
16th, took no part in this action. He had been sent 
foTAvard to examine the crossing of the Coleta, but 
hearing the noise of battle, galloped back, and seeing 
Fannin surrounded, retreated to Victoria. 

In explanation of this retreat, Captain Shackleford 

says: 

" I candidly believe, CÂen with the tvhole of his force, 
9" 
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he never could have cut his Avay through such an 
Immense number of Mexican cavalry." 

Yoakum saA's: 
"They had a full VICAV of the engagement; and, see

ing the Texans very nearly surrounded by so large 
a fovpp of the enemy, Horton's lieutenant, Moore, 

objecrt^^^^o any attempt to reach their comrades by 
l)enetrating the Mexican lines, alleging that they 
Avould all be cut to pieces. Immediately he dashed 
off in another direction, taking AvIth him nearly all 
the party." 

Duiing the night, AÂ hich the Texans passed AvIthout 
Avater, they dug trenches, and threAV up breastAvorks, 
preparing to reneAV the conflict in the morning, AvhIle 
the Mexican cavalry sounded their bugles all around 
them until mornlno-. 

No effort Avas made to retreat or get Avater during 
the night, and in the morning Col. Fannin, AA ho had 
been shot through the thigh during the battle, and 
Avitli the other Avounded Avas suffeidng agonies for 
want of Avater, after a consultation Avith his officers, 
surrendered himself and his command as prisoners of 
Avar to Gen. Jose Urrea, the commander of the Mexi
can army, and AÂere marched and ti'ansported back to 
Goliad and incarcerated In the old niis-sio/i- of La Ba
hia, opposite the present toAvn of Goliad. 

Santa Anna upon receiving information of their 

J 
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capture immediately ordered their execution, and on 
Palm Sunday, March 27th, 1836, the gallant CoL 
Fannin with his command, and Col. Ward, who, AvIth 
his command, was overtaken and captured the day after 
the surrender of Fannin, were marched out of the 
nnssion on the pretence of getting provisions, and all, 
to the number of three hundred and thirty, shot doAvu 
in cold blood, their bodies denied sepulture, and, after 
partial cremation, left on the open plain as food for 
dogs and vultures! 

TAventy-seven escaped from the slaughter by run
ning to the San Antonio River and evading their pursu
ers. Of this number was the amiable and accom
plished John C. Duval, whose companion or fileman 
on this march to death was a large poAverful felloAÂ , 
who received several balls in his body at the same 
time, and falling doAvn upon John, covered his body 
so that the lancers AÂho rode along the line of the 
dead and wounded in order to dispatch all, passed 
John without running him through, Avhen he took to 
his heels, gained the river, plunged in, w^hile a shoAver 
of bullets folloAved him, SA\̂ am for dear life, and 
gained the opposite bank and safety. 

After five days' fasting, thirsting, and Avalking, he, 
with tAVO companions, got to the Guadalupe RiA^er, 
found it SAVollen by recent rains, Avhen, weary and 
hungry, *1 ey laid themselves doA\m on the bank for the 
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night, but before sleeping they heard a pig squeal 
near by them. All were up in a moment and went 
for the pig, Avhen they found an old SOAV AvIth five 
pigs, three of which with great difficulty they cap
tured, and, after building a fire, roasted Avith the hair 
on and ate greedily but joyfully. 

I have heard John Duval say that never before nor 
since had he ate such a delicious supper as he did on 
this occasion! 

John Duval's account of his escape is corroborated 
by S. T. BroAvn's, of the Georgia battalion, which 
says: 

"Soon after I made my escape, I was joined by 
John Duval and Holliday, of the Kentucky 
volunteers, both of whom were with me at the massa
cre, but not until I had swam across the San Antonio, 
about half a mile from the butchery. 

" For five days we had nothing to eat except wild j 
onions, which abound in the country; Avhen, reaching j 
the Gaudalupe, we found a nest of young pigs, and i 
these lasted us several days. In the course of a few \ 

days, wandering at random in the open country, often \ 

wide off of our supposed direction, ŵ e saw fresh signs 
of cavalry, and Avithdrew to the swamp, but had been 
perceived going there, and were taken by two Mexi
cans armed Avith guns and swords; that is, Duval and 
myself were captured; Holliday lay close and was 

i 
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not discovered. One of the men seized me and held 
on; Duval was placed betAveen them to follow on. 
He sprang off, and one man threw doAvn his gun and 
ran after him in vain. Duval made his escape, and I 
have not seen him since." 

Another poor fellow ,̂ who was not shot to death, 
when the Mexican lancers passed along after the In
fantry had done their work feigned to be dead, but 
not looking like a corpse, a Mexican plunged his 
lance through his breast in order to finish him. 

The wounded Texan, knowing that death would 
surely folloAV such a rash act, moved not a limb of his 
body nor a muscle of his face, but preserved his 
feig7ied but not lifeless appearance, to the best of his 
ability, and after the Mexicans retired from this field 
of slaughter, although shot and then thrust through 
the body, he crawded to the San Antonio RiA^er, made 
his escape, recovered from his wounds, and attended 
the Houston Fair in 1874, where he divided honors 
Avith the surviving veterans of the Texas revolution 
on that memorable occasion. 

To justify the murder of their prisoners taken at 
San Patricio, Refugio and Goliad, the Mexicans plead 
a law of their Supreme Government, to take no prison

ers, to treat the rebels as pirates, and hill all Texans 

fo7vnd with arrns in their hands. But civilization and 
refinement 
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" W^ll plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against 

The deep damnation of their taking-off." 

The Goliad massacre thrilled the American heart 
AvItli horror and astonishment, and was the death-
knell of Mexican power in Texas. No more success 
attended the victorious murderers, and in less than one 
month from the date of their atrocities at Goliad, 
they cried for mercy to the heroes of San Jacinto, 
piteously exclaiming: " Me no Alamo! me no 
Goliad !" and to the imperishable honor and glory of 
these same heroes, their lives were spared. 

The severe lesson taught by the disasters of San 
Patricio, Refugio and Goliad should have learned 
Texans obedience to orders, endurance and fortitude 
in their marches, prudence in the selection of their 
camps, and watchfulness all the time. 

Had Col. Fannin obeyed the order of his command
ing officer to fall back to Gonzales, or had he marched 
from Goliad to the Coleta without stopping to rest, or 
had he selected a commanding position for his camp, 
instead of the lowest place in the prairie, his deplora
ble defeat and sacrifice might have been aA^oided. 

San Patricio loas 8u?prised, Col. Grant with his com
mand icas a7?ibuscaded, while King and Ward lost the 

way from Refugio to Goliad, only thirty miles over 
the prairie ! 

After contrasting the sad results of Texan blunders 

i 
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at San Patricio, Refugio, and Goliad with the astute
ness displayed by the heroes of San Jacinto in charg
ing the Mexicans while napping, we can say with 
t ru th: Success attends the vigilant, the active, and the 

brave—not careless, sleeping loarriors ! 

About three months after the massacre, the borws 

and other remains of Col. Fannin and his comrades 
were gathered together by some Texan troops com
manded by Gen. T. J. Rusk and buried in one com
mon grave about 300 yards south of the old mission, 

but no monument marks the spot; however, the pres
ent town of Goliad, north of the river, but in sight 
of the old mission, with its beautiful mansions, gar
dens and groves, will forever remind Texans of the 
Goliad massacre and the cruel, savage, bloodthirsty, 
prisoner-murdering, priest-ridden Mexicans, who there 
mui'dered their brethren. 

This brings to mind the addi'ess of the General 
Council, 23d October, 1835. 

" Like our fathers of the Revolution"—said the 
address—" we have sworn to live free or die: like our 
fathers of 1776, we have pledged to each other our 
lives, fortunes, and sacred honors, and have vowed to 
drive every Mexican soldier beyond the Rio Grande, 
or whiten the plains with our bones." 

I t is said that in a.nticipation of returning-home 
soon, on the very evening before the execution, tlie 
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prisoners, Avho Avere mostly planters and sons of plant

ers from Georgia and Alabama, Avere singing and 

playing on flutes and other musical instruments, 

" Home, sweet home ! " 

The veil AvhIch hides the future from the present and 

enables poor frail, erring mortals to bear up under 

present misfortunes and sufferings, AvIth the hope, in 

the end, of arriving at the goal of success—has been 

called the mercy veil ! 

This mercy veil shut out the impending horrors of 

the morroAV from the poor prisoners ! Little did they 

dream of Mexican treachery and cruelty ! 

Jack and Tra Ads had been prisoners at Anahuac in 

1831, but they AÂ ere not killed—the odious Bradburn 

did not murder his prisoners ! 

Even Austin had returned from Mexico after an 

imprisonment of years—the Mexicans did not murder 

their prisoners ! 

The general condemnation of the President General, 

Santa Anna, for the sacrifice of so many noble and gab 

lant spirits caused that distinguished butcher to make 

the foUoAvIng defence, which clearly accounts for his 

hating the Texans and his ordering them to be put to 

death. 

H e says: " This last event [the surrender of Fan

nin and his followers] has been productlA^e of much 

evil to myself, and it is therefore necessaiy that I 
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should make a short digression respecting it. To avoid 
repetition, I make this observation once for all—the 
war of Texas Avas not only just on the part of Mexico, 
but imperatively called for by the undisguised char
acter of the hostility which provoked it. It is noto
rious that the soldiers of Travis in the Alamo, those of 
Fannin at Coleta, the riflemen of Dr. Grant, and 
Houston himself and the troops of San Jacinto, with 
very few exceptions, came from New Orleans and 
other points of the neighboring republic, exclusively 
to support the rebellion in Texas, having had no previous 
relation with the colonists or their enterprises. 

" This country was soon invaded, not by a nation 
recognized as such, coming to vindicate rights positive 
or supposed; nor yet by Mexicans, led away by a 
political fanaticism to defend or attack the public 
administration of their country ; no, it was invaded by 
men hurried on by the lust of conquest, with rights 
far less apparent and plausible than Cortes and Pi-
zarro. As for those who raised the standard of revolt 
throughout the immense territory which Mexico pos
sesses, from Bexar to the Sabine, what name shall I 
give them, or how treat them ? The laws, ever in 
vigor, and whose strict observance the government 
earnestly enforces, term them pirates and banditti; 
and the nations of the world Avould never have for
given Mexico had she treated such men with the re-

IV 
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spect Avhich is due only to the honorable, the upright, 
the respecters of the rights of nations. Till then [the 
massacre at Goliad], I had enjoyed among my fellow-
citizens the reputation—preferable In my mind to that 
of a brave man—the reputation of being humane after 
victories won. So completely unfortunate Avas I des
tined to become, that even the solitary virtue, which 
my bitterest enemies never denied me, is now disputed."" 
I am represented as more ferocious than the tiger; I 
who Avas ambitious to be distinguished for nothing so 
much as my clemency, in a country that yields to no 
other in humane and generous feeling. The execution 
of Fannin and his followers is the ground on which 
they accuse me of having been barbarous and san
guinary. . . . The prisoners at Goliad stood condemn
ed by the law, by a universal law, by the right of self-
protection, which every nation and every individual 
enjoys. They did not surrender under the form of 
capitulation, as General Urrea has shown; how, then, 
could I turn the sword of justice from their heads 
without directing it against my own ? Let it be said 
(though I confess that such is not my opinion) that 
the law is unjust; yet to impute the homicide to the 
mere instrument, and. not to the hand that directs it, 
can there be greater blindness ? The prisoners were 
in the highest degree embarrassing to the command
ant at Goliad; before taking to flight they had set fire 
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\ to the place; and nothing was left us but the church 
to house the sick and wounded. The sole security of 
the garrison consisted of perpetual Adgilance, being 
greatly inferior in.number to the prisoners; our pro
visions were barely sufficient for our own people; we 
were without cavalry to conduct them as far as Meta-
moras. All these considerations, urged by ihe com-

inandant of the place, weighed heavily on my mind, 
and tended to bias my resolution. 

" I t has been said that a capitulation was made; 
and although the conduct of General Urrea contra
dicts the assertion, I addressed the Supreme Govern
ment on the subject, begging that an inquiry might 
be instituted, to show that neither officially nor con
fidentially was any knowledge of the same communi
cated to me; that had such been the case, though 
General Urrea had no power to grant it, I should 
have been induced, on the score of humanity, to appeal 
to the sovereign pity of Congress to deliver Fannin 
and his soldiers from death. With less motive, and 
taking advantage of their medical skill, several doc
tors were saved from death, as well as forty prisoners 
who were employed in the construction of different 
useful things. In fine, eighty-six men taken in Copano #^ 
were saved, I having drawn up a statement that it. 
appeared certain that they never made use of their 
arms, nor had committed any depredation, though 
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taken Avith arms in their hands ; and having submit
ted the same to Congress, I entreated their clemency." 

Dr. John Shackleford, a gentlemen of truth and 
integrity says: 

" We then raised a Avhite flag, which Avas responded 
to by the enemy. Major Wallace Avas then sent out, 
together wdth one or two others who spoke the Mexi
can language. They shortly returned, and reported 
that the Mexican general could capitulate Avith the 
commanding officer only. Colonel Fannin, although 
quite lame, then went out AvIth the flag. When he 
was about to leave our lines, the emotions of my mind 
were intense, and I felt some anxiety to hear the de
termination of the men. I remarked to him that I 
would not oppose a surrender, provided we could 
obtain an honorable capitulation—one on which he 
could rely; that, if he could not obtain such ' come 
back—our graves are already dug—let us all be buried 
together !' To these remarks the men responded in a 
firm and determined manner, and the colonel assured 
us that he never Avould surrender on any other terms. 
He returned in a short time thereafter, and communi
cated the substance of an agreement entered into by 
General Urrea and himself. Colonel Holzlnger, a 
German, and an engineer in the Mexican service, to
gether with several other officers, then came into our 
lines to consummate the arrangement. The first 

I 
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Avords Colonel Holzlnger uttered, after a very polite 
boAV, were, ^Well, gentlemen^ in eiglit days, liberty 

and home ! ' I heard this distinctly. The terms of 
the capitulation Avere then written in both the Eng
lish and Mexican lansruao-es, and read tAÂo or three 
times by officers Avho could speak and read both 
languages. Tiie instruments AvhIch embodied the 
terms of capitulation as agreed on were then signed 
and interchanged in the most formal and solemn man
ner, and Avere in substance as folloAvs: 

" 1. That we should be received and treated as 
prisoners of Avar, according to the usages of the most 
civilized nations. 

" 2. That private property should be respected and 
restored; that the side-arms of the officers should be 
given up. 

" 3. That the men should be sent to Copano, and 
thence to the United States in eight days, or so soon 
thereafter as vessels could be procured to take them. 

" 4. That the officers should be paroled, and return 
to the United States in like manner. 

" I assert most positively that this capitulation 
Avas entered into, without Avhich a sm-render nevei* 
would have been made." 

"Here let me remark that I have read Gej^eral 

UiTca's pamphlet On this point, as well as 

^ ^ 
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his denial of any capitulation, I never read a more 
\\l^.BAn.ouE falsehood from the pen of any man who 
aspired to the rank of general."—lb. 

" On passing from one part of the wounded to an
other, I made it convenient to see Fannin, and stated 
to him how badly we were ti'eated. 

" He immediately wrote to Gen. Uri'ea adverting to 
the terms of our capitulation. Urrea wrote to Por-
tilla in answer: ' Treat the prisoners with considera
tion, and particularly their leader, Fannin.'" 

Gen. Urrea's pamphlet, referred to by Dr. Shackle
ford, contains the following extracts from his campaign 
diary: " All the assurance I could make him, Fannin, 
was, that I would interpose in his behalf with the 
general-in-chief, which I accordingly did, in a letter 
from Victoria. 

" After my ultimatum, the leaders of the enemy's 
forces conferred together, and the result of their de
liberations was to surrender upon the terms proposed. 
They at the same time gave orders to those under 
their command to come forth and pile their arms. 
Nine pieces of artillery, three standards, more than a 
thousand muskets, a quantity of pistols, rifles, and 
dirks, of superior quality, a number of wagons, and a 
considerable quantity of provisions, together with 
aboM-ifou/r hundred prisoners, remained in the hands 
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of the army, among whom Avere uinty-seA^en Avounded, 
Fannin and others of the leading men being among 
the number. I gave orders that the whole of them, 
Avith their bao-crao-e, should march to Goliad, o-uarded 
by tAVO hundi'ed infantry, and that such of the Avound
ed as were unable to proceed should be conveyed in 
carts, wagons, and other vehicles found in the enemy's 
camp. Twenty-seven of their dead, of the day pre
vious, were interred, together AvIth eleven of our own. 
We ha,dfo7'ty-ni7ie soldiers wounded, and. five officers, 
among whom was Captain Ballasteros, severely." 

^^ March 21.—At daybreak I continued my march, 
and at seven o'clock took possession of Victoria. 

^^ Mar el I 22.—I marched, with two hundred foot 
and fifty horse, to a mountain pass called Las Juntas. 

Here I met with four men from Ward's company, 
Avho were in search of provisions, and from them I 
learned that the whole band tvas i7i ambush in ^• 

neighboring wood. I immediately surrounded it, and 
sent in one of the prisoners to announce to his leader 
and companions, that unless they surrendered at dis
cretion they would be cut to pieces. Mr. Ward, 
known under the title of their colonel, desired to 
speak Avith me; and after a few minutes' conversa
tion, he with his troop of one hu7idred men surren
dered at discretion. 

^^ Ma7xJi 23.—In this place I received advice that 
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eighty-tAvo of the enemy had surrendered in Copano, 
Avith all their arms, ammunition, and provisions." 

But Santa Anna's order to Urrea convicts him. 
It is as folloAvs: 

" To GENERAL URREA, Commander, etc.: 

[Official.] " In respect to the prisoners of whom 
you speak in your last communication, you must not 
fail to bear in mind the circular of the Supreme Gov
ernment, in which it is decreed, that foreigners invad
ing the republic, and taken with arms in their hands, 
shall be judged and treated as pirates; and as, in my 
view of the matter, every Mexican guilty of the crime 
of joining these adventurers loses the rights of a citi
zen by his unnatural conduct, the five Mexican pris
oners whom you have taken ought also to suffer as 
traitors." 

[Unofficial.] " In regard to foreigners who make 
war, and those unnatural Mexicans who have joined 
their cause, you will remark that what I have stated 
to you officially is in accordance with the former pro
visions of the Supreme Government. An example Is 
necessary, in order that those adventurers may be duly 
warned, and the nation be delivered from the ills she 
is daily doomed to suffer. 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

' 'GENERAL QUARTEBB, BEXAR, March 3, 1836." 



SANTA ANNA. 

LV5i 

^ 4^ 



ih 

t 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 217 

" To GENERAL URREA, etc.: 

" Under date of the present, I have stated to the 
commandant of the post of Goliad, as folloAvs: 

" B\ ' a communication made to me by Colonel D. F. 
Garay, of that place, I am informed that there haÂ e 
been sent to you by General Urrea, two Jnuidred and 

thirty four prisoners, taken in the action of Fncinal 

dd Per dido (Coleta), on the 19 th and 20th of the 
present mouth; and as the Supreme GoA^ernment has 
ordered that all foreigners taken Avith arms in their 
hands, making Avar upon the nation, shall be treated 
as pirates, I haÂ e been surprised that the circular of 
the said Supreme Government has not been fully com
plied Avith in this particular. 1 therefore order that 

you should give immediate efi'ect to the said ordinance 

in respect to all those fo7'eigncrs who have yielded to 
the force of arms, having had the audacity to come and 
insult the republic, to devastate Avith fire and SAvord, 
as has been the case in-Goliad, causing vast detriment 
to our citizens; in a word, shedding the precious 
blood of Mexican citizens, AA'hose only crime has been 
their fidelity to their country. I trust that, in reply 

to this, you AVIU inform me \)ii2ilpublic vengea7ice has 

been satisfied by the punishment of such detestable 
delinquents. I transcribe the. said decree of the Gov
ernment for your guidance, and that you may strictly 

fulfil the same, in the zealous hope that, for the future, 
10 

[ ite 
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the provisions of the Supreme Government may not, 
for a moment, be infringed. 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ALNNA. 

" HEADQTFAKTERB, BEXAR, March 3,1836." 

If any other proof should be necessary to convict 
him, the reader is supplied with the following : 

" From the Commandant at Goliad to General Tlrrea,. 

' " In compliance with the definitive orders of his 
excellency the general-in-chief, which I received direct, 
at four o'clock to-morrow morning the prisoners sent 
by you to this fortress will be shot. I have not ven
tured to execute the same sentence on those who sur
rendered to Colonel Vara, at Copano, being unac
quainted with the particular circumstances of their 
surrender; and I trust you will be pleased to take j 
upon yourself to save my responsibility in this regard, | 
by informing me what I am to do Avith them. ( 

" J. N. DE PORTILLA. • 

" GOLLU), Ma/rch 26,1836." 

Further from the Diary of General Uri^ea. 

" March 24-27.—These days were passed in neces
sary regulations, in refitting the troops, and in the 
care of the sick and wounded. On the 25th I sent 
Ward and his companions to Goliad. On the 27th, 
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between nine and ten o'clock in the morning, I received 
a communication from Lieutenant-Colonel Portilla, 
military commandant of Goliad, informing me that he 
had received an order from his excellency the com
mander-in-chief, to shoot all the prisoners there, and 
that he had resolved to comply with the same. The 
order in question was received by Portilla at seven 
o'clock on the evening of the 26th ; he communicated 
it to me the same date, but necessarily it only came to 
my knowledge after the execution had taken place. 
Every soldier in my division was confounded at the 
ncAvs; all was ainazement and consternation. I was 
no less struck to the heart than my companions in 
arms, who stood there the witnesses of my sorrow; 
let one of those present at that painful moment deny 
the fact. More than a hundred a7id fifty of those 
who fortunately remained with me escaped this catas
trophe, consisting of those who had surrendered at 
Copano, together with the surgeons and young men 
whom I had placed to tend on the hospitals, whose 
services, as Avell as those of many of the prisoners, 
Avere very important to the army. 

" The melancholy event of which I here speak has 
caused a more than ordinary sensation, not only among 
my own countrymen, but among strangers the most dis
tant from us. Nor have those been wanting who would 
fix the fearful responsibility on me, although nothing 
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could be more clear and unequivocal than my conduct 

iu reo-ard to this horrid transaction. 

" Nothing could be more painful to me than the 
idea of sacrificing so many gallant men, and particu
larly the amiable, spirited, and soldier-like Fannin. 
They certainly surrendered in the full confidence that 
Mexican generosity Avould not be sterile in their re
gard; they assuredly did so, or otherwise they would 
have i-esisted to the last, and sold their lives as dearly 
as possible." 

The conclusion is plain, Urrea tried to save his pris
oners, but Gen. Santa Anna refused, aud ordered their 
execution—he alone is responsible for THE GOLIAD 

MASSACRE. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

The Retreat of Gen. Houston fi-om Gonzales to the Navidad; thence to 

the Colorado and the Brtrzos.—Santa Anna passes him.—The Twin 

Sisters.—The Panic.—Address of the Secretary of War.—Houston pur

sues Santa Anna.—The two encamp on the plains of San Jacinto. 

" T T T E will now turn from the sad and mournful 
^ " details of the fate of the noble and gallant 

gentlemen AÂho perished at Goliad, to the operations 
of General Houston and his army at Gonzales. On 
the Oth of March, the memorable date of the fall 
of the Alamo, he set out from San Felipe for Gon
zales, and arrived there just in time to hear its 
mothers, AvidoAvs, and orphans weeping and agonizing 
OÂ er the loss of their sons, husbands, and fathers, who, 
after fighting like heroes against overwhelming num
bers, died as the bravest of the brave at the Thermo
pylae of Texas. As Capt. R. E. Handy wrote to 
J. J. R. Pease : " For four-and-twenty hours after the 
ncAVS reached us, not a sound Avas heard, save the 
Avild shrieks of Avomen, and the heart-rending screams 
of their fatherless children. Little groups of men 
mlirht be seen in various corners of the town, brood-
ing over the past, and speculating of the future; but 

> 
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they scarcely spoke above a AA ĥisper. The public 
and private grief were alike heaAy. I t sank deep 
into the heart of the rudest soldier." 

Gen. Houston at first did not believe the report, 
and wrote to the chairman of the military committee 
on the 13th March: " I am using all my endeaA^ors to 
get a company to send in view of the Alamo ; and, if 
possible, arrive at the ce7'tainty of Avhat all believe— 
its falL The scarcity of horses, and the repulse of a 
party of twenty-eight men, the other day, within 
eighteen miles of Bexar, will, I apprehend, prevent 
the expedition. 

" This moment, Deaf Smith and Henry Karnes have 
assured me that they will proceed in sight of Bexar; 
and return within three days. The persons, whose 
statement is enclosed for your information, are in 
custody; and I will detain them, for the present, as 
spies. 

" I beg leave to suggest the great importance of for
tifications on Live-Oak Point and Copano, and the 
defence of Matagorda and Lavaca Bays. 

" You may rest assured that I shall adopt and pursue 
such course of conduct as the present emergencies of 
the country require, and as the means placed at my 
disposal may enable me to do, for the defence of the 
country and the protection of its inhabitants. 

"The projected expedition to Matamoras, under the 
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agency of the Council has already cost us over tAvo 
hundred and thirty-seven lives ; and where the effects 
are to end, none can foresee. Dr. Grant's party, 
as well as Colonel Johnson's, have been murdered. 
Major Morris, as reported, was struck down with a 
lance while gallantly fighting. Dr. Grant surren
dered, and was tied by the enemy. Be pleased to 
send all possible aids to the army; and keep an eye 
to the coast. 

" Intelligence from the seat of government, if favor
able, has a most happy effect upon the spirits of the 
men. Frequent expresses sent to me, may be highly 
beneficial to the army." 

" On the night of the same day, after burning Gon
zales to the ground, he retreated eastward, before the 
victorious Mexicans, attended by the panic-stricken 
inhabitants of Gonzales and the surrounding country." 

The following official letter explains the cause and 
gives an account of his situation : 

" CAMP AT NAVIDAD, Ma/rch 15, 1886. 

" To JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, 

^^ Chairman of Military Committee. 

" SIR : Since I had the honor to address you from 
Gonzales, the lady of Lieutenant Dickinson, who fell 
at the Alamo, has arrived, and confirms the fall of 
that place, and the circumstances, pretty much as my 
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express detailed them. She returned in company 
wdth two negroes—one the servant of Colonel Travis, 
the other a servant of Colonel Almonte. They both 
corroborate the statement first made and forAvarded 
to you. Other important intelligence arrived at 
Gonzales—that the army of Santa Anna had en
camped at the Cibolo on the night of the 11th inst., 
after a march of tw^enty-four miles that day. The 
army AÂ'as to encamp on the 12th at Sandy, and pro
ceed direct to Gonzales. The number of the enemy 
could not be ascertained, but was represented as ex
ceeding two thousand infantry. Upon this statement 
of facts, I deemed it proper to fall back and take post 
on the Colorado, near Burnham's, which is fifteen 
miles distant from this point. My morning report, 
on my arrival in camp, showed three hundred and 
seventy four effective men, without two days' provis
ions, many without arms, and others without any 
ammunition. We could have met the enemy, and 
avenged some of our wrongs; but, detached as we 
were, without supplies for the men in camp, of either 
provisions, ammunition, or artillery, and remote from 
succor, it Avould have been madness to hazard a con
test. I had been in camp two days only, and had 
succeeded in organizing the troops. But they had 
not been taught the first principles of the drill. If 
starved out, and the camp once broken up, there was 
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no hope for the future. By falling back, Texas can 
rally, and defeat any force that can come against her. 

" I received the Intelligence of the enemy's advance 
betAveen eight and nine o'clock at night; and, before 
tAveh^e, Ave Avere on the march in good order, leaving 
a number of spies, Avho remained and w êre reinforced 
next morning by a number of volunteers and brave 
spirits from Peach Creek. H. Karnes, R. E. Handy, 
and Captain ChenoAvith, have been very active. Only 
about tAventy persons deserted the camp (from the 
first sensation produced by the intelligence) up to 
this time. I intend desertion shall not be frequent; 
and I regret to say that I am compelled to regard as 
deserters all Avho have left camp Avithout leave; to 
demand their apprehension; and that, Avhenever ar
rested, they be sent to me at head-quarters for trial. 
They haÂ e disseminated throughout the frontier such 
exaggerated reports that they have produced dismay 
and consternation among the people to a most dis-
tressino; extent. 

'' I do not apprehend the immediate approach of the 
enemy upon the present settlements; I mean those on 
the Coloi'ado, for the country west of it is an unin
habited Avaste. This season the grass refuses to groAV 
on the prairies. 

" When the approach of the enemy Avas known, there 
were but tAv<̂  public wagons and two yoke of oxen in 

10* 

4 



226 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

camp, and the few horses we had w êre very poor. I 
hope to reach the Colorado on to-morrow, and collect 
an army in a short time. I sent my aide-de-camp. 
Major William T. Austin, to Columbia this morning, 
for munitions and supplies, to be sent me immediately; 
and to order the troops now at Velasco to join me, 
provided they had not been previously ordered by 
you to fortify Copano and DImit's Landing. I am 
fearful Goliad is besieged by the enemy. My order 
to Colonel Fannin, directing the place to be bloAvn up, 
the cannon to be sunk in the river, and to fall back 
on Victoria, would reach him before the enemy could 
advance. That they have advanced upon the place 
in strong force, I have no doubt; and Avhen I heard 
of the fall of the Alamo, and the number of the 
enemy, I knew it must be the case. 

" Our forces must not be shut up in forts, where 
they can neither be supplied Avith men nor proAdsions. 
Long aw^are of this fact, I directed, on the 16th of 
January last, that the artillery should be removed, 
and the Alamo blown up ; but it w âs prevented by 
the expedition upon Matamoras, the author of all our 
misfortunes. 

" I hope that our cruisers on the gulf will be actlA ê, 
and that Hawkins and may meet the notice of 
the GoA^ernment. Let the men of Texas rally to the 
Colorado ! 
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" Enclosed you will receive the address of General 
Santa Anna, sent by a negro, to the citizens. It is in 
Almonte's handwriting. Santa Anna was in Bexar 
when the Alamo was taken. His force in all, in 
Texas, is, I think, only five or six thousand men— 
though some say thirty thousand ! This cannot be 
true. Encourage volunteers from the United States 
—but I am satisfied we can save the country. Had 
it not been for the Council, Ave would have had no 
reverses. We must have the friendship of the Co
manches and other Indians. 

" Gonzales is reduced to ashes ! 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commanding Ge7ieraV 

From the Navidad he fell back to Burnham's, on 
the Colorado, and on the l7th of March wrote to Col
lingsworth : 

"To-day, at half-past four in the afternoon, I 
reached this point with about six hundred men, in
cluding my rear-guard, which is a few miles behind 
with the families, which were not known to be on the 
route as the army marched, and for which the guard 
were sent back. 

" I t pains my heart that such consternation should 
have been spread by the deserters from camp. We 
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are here; and, if only three hundred men remain on 
this side of the Brazos, I will die Avith them, or con
quer our enemies. I would most respectfully suggest 
the assemblage of the troops at this point. It covers 
more of the country than any other known to me. 
When they are assembled, I will detach suitable num
bers to each point as I may deem best." 

On the 23d, says Yoakum, the government in
formed him that "orders were in execution for the 
mustering into service of two-thirds of the militia of 
the country. 'These,' said the Secretary of War, 
' with the aid from the United States, will, if you 
can hold the enemy in check long enough for their 
concentration, present an insurmountable barrier to 
the progress of the enemy into the country.' ' One, 
great object should be,' observes the Secretary of War, 
in a letter of the same date, ' to hold him in check 
until reinforcements and supplies can reach you. 
Every means has been put into requisition for the 
purpose of forwarding on both.' " 

On the same day he wrote to the Secretary of War, 
unofficially: 

" DEAR COLONEL : To-day I had the pleasure to re
ceive your tAVO letters by Mr. Walker. I thank you 
for them, and snatch a moment from the press of busi
ness to say a few things in compliance with your re
quest, as well as to gratify my personal feelings. I 
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have had no aid or assistance but my friend Hockley, 
who UOAV fills your former station. By-the-by, I offer 
you my gratulations on your advancement. I trust 
you Avill find in me a Avorthy subaltern. You know 
I am not easily depressed, but, before my God, since 
we parted, I have found the darkest hours of my past 
life ! My excitement has been so great, that, for 
forty-eight hours, I have not eaten an ounce, nor have 
I slept. I was in constant apprehension of a rout; 
a constant panic existed in the lines: yet I managed 
so well, or such was my good luck, that not a gun 
was fired In or near the camp, or on the march (except 
to kill beef), from the Guadalupe to the Colorado. 
All would have been well, and all at peace on this 
side of the Colorado, if I could only have had a mo
ment to start an express in adA^ance of the deserters; 
but they Avent first, and, being panic-struck, it AV;IS 

contagious, and all who saw them breathed the poison 
and fled. I t Avas a poor compliment to me to suppose 
that I would not advise the Convention of any neces
sity Avhich might arise for their removal. I sent 
AVord and advices, the first moment-of leisure, to the 
Convention; and all was calm in my communications 
to Mr. Collingsworth. I had to advise troops and 
persons of my falling back, and had to send one 
guard thirty miles for a poor blind widoAV (and six 
children), whose husband Avas killed in the Alamo. 
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The families are now all on this side of the Guada
lupe. These things pained me infinitely, and, with 
the responsibility of my command, weighed upon me 
to an agonizing extent. 

" This moment an express has arrived, and states 
that Fannin took up his retreat on Saturday last 
(19th), and, a few miles from La Bahia, he was at
tacked by the Mexican army and surrounded about 
an hour and a half before sundown. The battle con
tinued in the night, and the result is not known. The 
express states that Colonel Ward's command had not 
returned. I am at a loss to know hoAV matters stand. 
I will try and make a good report for the future. 
The Matamoras policy, I hope, is now run out; and the 
evils, growing out of the conduct of the Council, ended. 

" Changing this from a familiar to an official charac
ter, I must say that, if we are to meet an accession of 
force, which must be the case if Fannin is cut off, we 
must have the strength of the country. Arms and 
ammunition have just reached camp, and I hope what 
men we have will be well armed and supplied wdth 
fighting materials. 

" Two spies have been taken to-day, and they report 
the force of the enemy in this quarter less than I had 
before heard it. Let the Mexican force be what it 
may, if the countiy will turn out, we can beat them. 
The retreat of the government will have a bad effect 
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on the troops, and I am half-provoked at it myself. 
The Mexicans cannot fight us upon anything like fair 
terms. . . . I will get any advantage I can if I fight. 
If w^hat I have heard from Fannin be true, I deplore 
it, and can only attribute the ill luck to his attempt
ing to retreat in daylight in the face of a superior 
force. He is an ill-fated man. 

"Do all you can. The troops are in fine spirits, 
but hoAV this news will affect them I knoAv not. Our 
spies have taken two of the enemy to-day, but I have 
not yet had time to examine them. I will in a fcAV 
moments. 

" 24^A.—I have examined the spies, and they repre
sent the enemy much weaker than all former reports. 
They say Sesma has not more than seven hundred 
men, and one says six hundred." 

Reinforcements came in very slowly, yet by the 
25th the Texan army had increased to seven hundred 
men, and General Houston was making preparations 
to attack the advancing enemy, when the sad news 
of the defeat and surrender of Fannin and his army 
at the Coleta, on the 20th, and the capitulation of 
Ward and King's commands on the 16th and 20th 
of March, 1836, threw a damper over the cause of 
Texan independence, his troops and himself, causing 
the retreat of the Texans from the Colorado to San 
Felipe, where they arrived on the 28th. 
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The next day he wrote to the Secretary of War, 

Col. T. J. Rusk: 

" CAMP NEAR MILL CREEK, March 29, 1836. 

" SIR: On my arrival on the Brazos, had I consulted 
the Avishes of all, I should have been like the ass be
tAveen two stacks of hay. Many Avished me to go be-
loAV, others above. I consulted none. I held no 
councils of Avar. If I err, the blame Is mine. I find 
Colonel Hockley, of my staff, a sage counsellor and 
true friend. My staff are all w^orthy, and merit well 
of me. 

" There Avas on yesterday, as I understood, much dis
content in the lines, because I would not fall down 
the river. If it should be wise for me to do so, I can 
cross over at any time, and fall down to greater ad
vantage aud safety. I apprehend, in consequence of 
my falling back, that the enemy may change their 
route tcrMatagorda. I ordered all the men residing 
on the coast, and those arrlAdng from the United States 
at or south of Velasco, to remain and fortify at some 
safe point; and, on yesterday, I sent Colonel Harcourt, 
as principal engineer of the army, doAvn to the coast, 
to erect fortifications at the most eligible point of de
fence. I placed at his disposal the resources of the 
lower country for its defence and protection. 

" I pray G<jd that you Avould get aid, speedy aid, from 

\ 
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the United States; or, after all inducements, we must 
suffer. I hope to-day to receive ninety men from the 
Red-lands. I cannot now tell my force, but Avill soon 
be able. The enemy must be crippled by the fights 
they have had with our men. I have ordered D. C. Bar
rett and E. Gritton to be arrested and held subject to 
the future order of the government. I do think 
they ought to be detained and tried as traitors and 
spies. 

" For Heaven's sake, do not drop back again with 
the seat of government! Your remov^al to Harris
burg has done more to increase the panic in the coun
try than anything else that has occurred in Texas, 
except the fall of the Alamo. Send fifty agents, if 
need be, to the United States. Wharton Avrites me, 
from Nashville, that the ladies of that place haA ê 
fitted out, at their own expense, no less than tAVo 
hundred men. . . . 

" If matters press upon us, for God's sake let the 
troops land at Galveston bay, and by land reach the 
Brazos ! Let no troops march with baggage-wagons, 
or Avagons of any kind. 

"Truly, etc., SAM HOUSTON." 

" To-day I send Captain Smith to you, agreeably to 

your order. Great prosperity to you and the coun

try, etc." 

• IH i 
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After writing this letter to the Secretary of War, 
on the sa7ne day he wrote to his friend, William 
Christy, a noble and valuable friend to Texas, the fol
lowing patriotic appeal: 

" HEAD-QUARTERS, CAMP MILL CREEK, March 29,1836. 

" To WILLIAM CHRISTY, New 07dea7is. 

" DEAR SIR : I have ordered Captain David N. Burke 
and Edward Conrad to New Orleans, to procure men 
for the army of Texas. The present is probably the 
most important moment we have to experience. We 
now stand before the world as a nation, and stand 
almost alone. But for the assistance upon which we 
confidently rely from our brethren in the United 
States, we shall not be enabled to maintain the posi
tion we have assumed. With equal confidence I look 
to you for the immediate use of all the influence in 
your power to sustain our cause. I look to you as 
the most efficient and zealous agent of our countiy. 
Do exert all the talent and means you can command, 
for now is the time of need. Captain Burke and Mr. 
Conrad will bear this letter to you, with my orders : 
be good enough to render them all the assistance in 
your power. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

" S A M HOUSTON." 
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The Government on the 22d of March, was moved, 
or rather moved from Washington on the Brazos to 
Harrisburg. 

The effect of this move Avas to increase the panic, 
and cause soldiers to leave the army for the protection 
of their families. Says Yoakum: 

" The voice of sorrow and despondency that came 
from the flying inhabitants touched the hearts of the 
small band who had ventured everything in this last 
effort for life and liberty. It did more—it prevented 
volunteers from coming from the east. The panic, as 
it travelled in that direction, had greatly increased. 
Citizens east of the Neches believed their danger more 
imminent than those west of the Trinity. Hence, 
able-bodied men were retained to defend families and 
neighborhoods. To add to the terror and distress, 
particularly in eastern Texas, there were some bad 
men who spread false alarms for the sake of plunder. 
I t was understood, and perhaps with some truth, that 
all Americans, whether combatants or not, were to be 
driven from the country." 

The gallant John W. Smith, who rode in and out 
of the Alamo while it was invested, wrote: " I 
find many wagons and carts with lone families, and 
three or four men with them, and many of them 
single men. If possible, an arrangement should be 
made, and the Committees of Safety or some other 
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authority should stop and compel to return- to the 
army all persons not having a passport." 

"The extent of alarm and confusion arising from 
the flight of the citizens was at this time most distress
ing. Samuel P. Carson, the Secretary of the NaAy, 
writing to President Burnet from Liberty, says: " I 
have issued orders to two different persons—one for 
Trinity and one for the Neches—to press boats, etc., 
to aid the people in crossing. The panic has reached 
this place, and the people are all leaving Trinity from 
the opposite (Avest) side, and preparations making by 
many on this. The river is rising rapidly, and I fear 
by to-night it will be impassable for any kind of car
riage. The ' slues' on this side are belly-deep. There 
must be three hundred families—I knoAv not the num
ber of wagons, carts, carriages, etc. Destruction per
vades the Avhole country. I must speak plainly—the 
relations existing between us, and the responsibility 
which rests on us, make it my duty. Never till I 
reached Trinity have I desponded—I will not say, 
despaired. If Houston has retreated, or been Avhipped, 
nothing can save the people from themselves: their 
own conduct has brought this calamity on them ! If 
Houston retreats, the flying i)eople may be covered / 
in their escape. He must be advised of the state of 
the waters, and the impossibility of the people cross-
ing." 
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" In 'fact, on CÂ ery road leading eastward in Texas, 
were found men, women, and children, moving 
through the country over swollen streams and muddy 
roads, strcAvIng the Avay with their property, crying 
for aid, and exposed to the fierce northers and rains of 
spring. The scene was distressing indeed; and, being 
witnessed by the small but faithful army of Texans, 
whose wives and families they were, thus exposed 
and suffering, uerA'-ed their arms and hearts for the 
contest then not distant." (Yoakum 2d, 118, 119.) 

On the 31st of March, Gen. Houston wrote to Col. 
Rusk, Secretary of War, from camp west of Brazos: 

" SIR : I have the honor to report to you my arrival 
at this point, with a view to receive reinforcements 
and supplies. It is the best and nearest route to 
Harrisburg, or the Bay, at which I could haÂ e struck 
the Brazos, and it will prevent the Avhole country 
passing the Trinity. The force of the enemy has 
been greatly exaggerated, I have no doubt. But the 
deserters have spread universal alarm throughout the 
country. 

" I wish you to send flour, sugar, and coffee, on pack-

horses, to this point, as soon as possible. Don't send 

by wagons; and let the pack-horses be well hobbled 

at night. My horses and baggage-Avagons in camp 

give me all the care I have, except my general solici-
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tude. One of my spies has just returned from a 
scout, and reports that he went ten miles beyond St. 
Bernard, on the road to Beason's, and saw nothing 
of the enemy. Two others went on, and said they 
Avould see the enemy if they had to cross the Colo
rado. Mr. E. Smith (Deaf) is out, and, if living, I 
Avlll hear the truth and all important news. I 

" For Heaven's sake, do allay the fever and chill ) 
AAdiich prevails in the country, and let the people A 
from the east march to the camp! Supplies are 
needed on the route from Nacogdoches to this point. 
The enemy would have been beaten at the Colorado. 
My intention was to have attacked him on the second 
night after the day on which the news of Fannin's de
struction Avas reported by Kerr—but for that UCAVS, 

and the march of strong reinforcements, probably 
arriving that night, to the enemy. Previous to 
that, the troops were in fine spirits, and keen for 
action. 

" The reinforcements promised to our army never 
arriving, has kept us in a mood not so envial de as 
could be wished for. Send daily expresses to me, 
and do let me know Avhat to rely upon. I must let 
the camp know something, and I want everything 
promised to be realized by them. I hope I can keep 
them together; I have, thus far, succeeded beyond 
my hopes. I will do the best I can; but, be assured. 
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the fame of Jackson could never compensate me for 
my anxiety and mental pain. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

" SAM HOUSTON." 

" P.S.—I have somewhere between seven and eight 
hundred effective men. Two nights since, when it 
was reported that the enemy were on this side of the 
Colorado, the citizens of San Felipe reduced it to 
ashes. There was no order from me for it.* I am 
glad of it, should the enemy march there. Our 
troops have suffered from heavy rains and dreadful 
roads." 

General Houston has been severely censured for 
his retreat from the Colorado to the Brazos. Mr. 
Richardson, in his " History of Texas," says: 

" That an extensive and, in some instances, intense 
excitement had been produced by the fall of the Alamo 
and its sequents, is both natural and true. But it is 
equally true that many bi-ave men in the west, whose 
property and families were most exposed to the 
ravages of war, repaired with alacrity to the army.. 
The panic and its effects have been exaggerated for 
selfish purposes. The army at Beason's receiA^ed daily 

* " I t h a s been said you ordered the burning of San Felipe. I have con

tradicted it. I would like to be fully satisfied on the subject."—David 

Th&mas, Acting Secretary of War, to General Houston, April 8, 1836. 
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accessions of men, AÂho came to fight the enemy, and 
preserve their family hearths from desecration. HOAV 

far the people of eastern Texas yielded to the panic 
we have no reliable authority to assert. But Mr. 
Yoakum had a case to make out, and he found it ex
pedient to resort to quirks and quibbles. 

" Almost simultaneous with Houston's arrival at 
Beason's, the Mexican General Sesma, wdth a force 
variously estimated at 600 to 800 men (60 or 70 be
ing cavalry), and two field-pieces, took position on 
the right bank of the Colorado. On the 20th, Capt. 
Karnes crossed the river on a spying trip, with five men. 
He met twelve Mexicans, and dispersed them, killing 
one, and captmdng one and three horses. Another pas
sage of the river was made by 150 men, but resulted \ 

in nothing. The enemy had placed himself in a bend 
of the river, about midway between the two fords— 
Beason's and Dewees'. From the Texan camp to De-
Avees', around the bend, was six to seven miles: on a 
straight line crossing the river, not more than two 
miles. To prevent Sesma's crossing at Dewees', Capt. 
Patton was detailed, with some fifty men, to that point; ^ 
and soou aftei'Avards, CoL Sherman was despatched, 
with 100 men, to command that interesting position. 
Sherman's division Av̂as soon enlarged by volunteers 
from outside, to 350 or 400. Large additions were 
also made to the camp at head-quarters. There is no 
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one matter of fact connected with this campaign that 
has been more controverted and misstated than the 
number of men composing the army at the Colorado. 
We trust the subjoined statements, by gentlemen who 
were present, and of unimpeachable veracity, will put 
an end to the strife. They are excerpts from manu
scripts, which will be left at the office of The Gal

veston News for inspection. 

"Col. Ben. F. Smith, acting Quartermaster and 
Adjt.-General, says: 'The number of men mustered 
in the army under Gen. Houston, at the time of the 
retreat from the Colorado, mentioned above, was 
about 1,360; and the men, to a man, were ready and 
eager for battle.' This was sworn to. Ex-President 
Anson Jones, who was with the army, says: ' On the 
morning we retreated from the Colorado, we had, by 
the official report of the day, over 1,500 effectlA^e 
men (I think 1,570). I assisted CoL John A. Whar
ton, the Adjt.-General, in making up his report. On 
the same morning, there were at least 100 men in 
camp who had not enrolled themselves in any com
pany, but were ready and Avilling to fight. On the 
same morning, there were many on the way to join 
the army, enough to have increased the number to 
2,000 or more in ten days. On the same day we were 
opposed by General Sesma, with only 600 to 700 

men.' 
11 
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"Major William I. E. Heard—his communication 
being signed by Eli Mercer—says: ' Our numerical 
force was from 1,500 to 1,600 men, the morning the 
army left the Colorado. I believe this because the 
issuing commissary told me that morning that there 
were 1,600 drew rations. The Mexican forces were 
reported by our spies to be between seven and eight 
hundred men, at the time our army left the Colorado. 
Our men were more anxious to engage the Mexicans 
than I ever saw one set of men to engage another, 
except at San Jacinto.' 

" Col. Amasa Turner, then commanding a company 
of regulars, Avho joined the army on the morning of 
the retreat, and who now lives on the La Vaca, says: 
' In relation to the number of men which composed 
the army at the time Gen. Houston left the Colorado, 
I am confident I am not mistaken. The morning re
port, including Sherman's command, was 1,464, rank 
and file. Roman's and Fisher's companies joined at 
the first camp (after the retreat), five miles from the 
Colorado. These would swell the number to 1,568, 
[it the five-mile camp.' We have a printed handbill, 
issued by Capt. John Sharp, and dated Brazoria, 
March 27, 1836, in which the following occurs: ' Our 
army, now encamped at or near Beason's, on the Colo
rado, consists of 1,000 to 1,200 men, and reinforce
ments coming in hourly. They are all well armed, 
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with plenty of provisions, ammunition, etc., and are 
in good spirits. On my way dowm, I met several 
small companies pushing on for our camp; and those 
that came from the eastAvard, report from 300 to 500 
men on their Avay from that quarter.' Capt. Sharp 
had been forty hours from the camp. 

'̂•' " Gen. Houston, Avith at least 1,500 to 1,600 Texans, 
* and as brave a band as ever drew a trigger, fled from 
'̂•̂  the Colorado! Peter Kerr, a worthy citizen, UOAV 

* residing in Burnet County, then a prisoner at the 

ranch of Martin de Leon, hearing of the defeat of Fan-

f': nin, escaped from the enemy, and hastened to Hous-
^} ton's camp with the intelligence. He urged the com-
,;? mander-in-chlef to attack Sesma forthAvith, assuring 
tt]»if him that Sesma had but about 700 men at that time. 
lori But on the next day Houston—retreated !! He fell 

liiji back about five miles, on the pretence of seeking fresh 
L* grass. In order to mystify the true cause of his fall-

iiifili ing back, which was the beginning of his retreat, he 
]iHit put Kerr in arrest, alleging that he was a spy. The 
l.j veil was too transparent to deceive any but the wil-
jlii fully blind; but the pretext of seeking grass had a 

0 brief tranquillizing effect. 
ijl; " F r o m the moment the re t rea t Avas p la in ly begun, 

,[,i t h e ind ignant a r m y dissolved aAvay l ike the un t imely 
M snow of the hill-top before a vert ical sun. The citizens 

r„J of western Texas, Avhose families had been left at 
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home, in the hope that the enemy Avould be met and 
defeated, were compelled, by the first and holiest 
promptings of nature, to abandon their dishonored 
flag draggling in the dust, and provide for the immi
nently exposed ones of their own households. 

" On the morning of the 27th the retreat Avas 
resumed, and on the 28th the army arrived at San 
Felipe on the Brazos; and the beautiful West Avas 
given up to the ravages of an enemy as barbarian as 
the hordes of Attila." 

The venerable editor of The Galveston News, be
sides this, made other strictures on Gen. Houston's 
errors during this campaign, in retaliation for AvhIch 
Gen. Houston said in the U. S. Senate : ( 

" The author of this Almanac, Wlllard Richard
son—I must immortalize him—if reports be true, and 
I have no reason to doubt them, had he been assigned 
to his proper place, would have been dignified by a 
penitentiary residence before this time, OAving to the 
peccadilloes Avitli which he was charged. Although they 
have been smothered and done away with, his char
acter is not vindicated to the world. He still goes on 
from sin to sin, from abuse to slander. Sir, I have no 
disposition to animadvert more: but could the char
acters of these indi\dduals, and tlie motives which 
prompted them, be known, it would not have been 
necessaiy for me to occupy the time of the Senate on 
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this occasion, or to giÂ e a thought to Avhat has trans
pired, in relation to the commanderdn-chief of the 
army of Texas. I find, hoAvever, that bitter, that un
dying hostility to him, that will not perish even AvIth 
his life; and I have no doubt the very creatures that 
are hunting him now would hunt him, if they could, 
beyond the grave." 

Kennedy says: " The army under Houston, which 
mustered about 1,300 men, impatient for action, occu
pied a position at Beason's Ferry, on the Colorado, 
until the 26th of March. Having learned that there 
was a division of the enemy above and another below 
him, and that large reinforcements had joined them, 
Houston determined, on the 26th, to fall back upon 
the Brazos, apprehensive of being surrounded along 
AvIth an army that Avas the main hope of Texas, being 
composed almost exclusively of the settlers themselves. 
Foreseeing that if the enemy should move to his rear, 
he would have to starve on the left bank of the Col
orado, leaving the country unprotected, or share the 
fate of Fannin in his attempt to cross the prairies, he 
ordered a retreat to San Felipe, which he reached 
Avithout molestation on the 27th. Leaving a detach
ment at San Felipe, and forAvarding another to Ford 
Bend (half-Avay between Colum]:)ia and San Felipe), 
he moved AvIth the main body to Groce's Ferry. This 
Avas the best and easiest crossing-place on the Brazos, 
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and therefore the point most likely to be aimed at by 
the Mexicans. By securing the ste^amboat Yellow

stone, lying at this point, Houston obtained the means 
of transporting his troops to any part of the river 
where the enemy should appear. 

" On the evening of the 29th, some scouts, detached 
by Captain Baker, who commanded at San Felipe, 
made an erroneous report of the appearance of the 
Mexicans within a fcAV miles of the toAvn. The in
habitants, after hastily removing a part of their pro
perty beyond the Brazos, set fire to the town and 
destroyed with it goods to the amount of several thou
sand dollars, which might have been saved, had not 
the scouts mistaken a drove of cattle for a squadron 
of cavalry. 

" General Santa Anna arrived at Gonzales on the 2d 
of April; and, the river being swollen, it was neces
sary to pass it on a raft. Anxious to advance, he pro
ceeded on the 3d, AvIth his staff and picket, to join 
General Sesma, on the Colorado, leaving to Filisola 
the charge of conducting the troops across the Guad
alupe. On the 5th, he arrived at Paso del Atascosito, 
and on the 6th marched Avith the divisions of Sesma 
and Tolsa to San Felipe, AÂ hich he reached on the 7th. 
General Woll was left at Atascosito, with a battalion 
and a picket of cavalry, for the purpose of construct
ing a raft to transport the artillery, wagons, and am-
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munition, that were coming up Avith Filisola, across 
the Colorado. 

" The swell of the Brazos, and the opposition of the 
detachment under Captain Baker, prevented Santa 
Anna from crossing the river at San Felipe. On the 
9th of April, he took the choice companies and pro
ceeded down the river, to select a suitable crossing-
place. On the 11th, he arrived at the Old Fort, and 
despatched orders to Sesma and Filisola to join him 
there. He was joined by the former on the 13th, and 
without Avaiting for additional relnforcments, crossed 
the rlA êr and marched to Harrisburg, AÂ hich he 
reached in the afternoon of the 16th. Almonte's 

Journal contains the following record of the march 
from San Felipe: 

" ' Saturday, ^th.—At 5 A.M. we left San Felipe with 
the choice companies of Guerreros, Metamoros, Mex
ico, and Toluca, and fifty cavalry of the regiment of 
Tampico and Dolores. At half-past twelve o'clock we 
arrived at the farm of Colls, and another a mile 
beyond—in all six and a half leagues. Three Amer
icans were seen who took the road to Marion, or Oro-
zimbo (Old Fort), and leading to Thompson's Ferry. 
We found at the farm a family from La Baca, who 
came by the way of the Brazos. Various articles Avere 
also found. The husband of the Avoman was a mulat
to, the w^oman white. We sent Wilson (the mulatto) 
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to reconnoitre at Marion, that is, at the ferry. He 
did not return. It rained some in the night, and the 
wind changed to the north. 

" ' Sunday, 10th.—We remained at Coil's farm, 
waiting for our scout. The farm is on the left bank 
of the river San Bernardo. At a house seven leagues 
from the farm, on the road leading to the Colorado, 
there were 500 fanegas of corn and twenty barrels of 
sugar. In the afternoon the scout returned, and con
firmed the accounts we had received of the position of 
the enemy. At a quarter before four o'clock, P.M., 
we took up our march for Marion, or Old Fort, on the 
road from Brazoiia. At half-past five o'clock we 
made a short halt at the farm of the Widow Powell, 
or rather at a stream called Guajolota; from thence 
leaving the road from Brazoria on our right, we took 
the left, following the wagon tracks to Marion. We 
marched until half-past nine at night, and made 
another short halt. Night dark. At two in the 
morning we commenced the march on foot, from the 
President doAvn to the soldier, leaving the baggage 
and cavalry, for the purpose of surpiising the enemy, 
Avho defended the crossing place, before daylight. 
We did not succeed, as we found the distance double 
what we supposed it to be. Day broke upon us at a 
quarter of a league from the ferry and frustrated our 
plan. We then placed the men in ambush. The 
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stream of Guajolota is seven and a half leagues from 
Marlon, road level, AvIth some miry places. 

••' Afonday, llth.—Still in ambush. A negro passed 
at a short distance and Avas taken. He conducted us 
to the place he had crossed at, and having obtained a 
canoe AVC crossed Avithout being perceived, a little be
low the principal crossing place. In the meantime 
the cavalry arrlA^ed at Marion and took possession of 
the houses. The enemy retired on the other side, and 
kept up a filre for a long time, until the Cazadores 
under command of Brlngas^ crossed at the loAÂ er ford, 
and, ascending the rlA êr, Avere about to take them in 
the rear, ^̂ ĥen they abandoned Marion, and Ave re
mained in possession of the ferry, one canoe, and a 
flat-boat. A courier was despatched to General 
Sesma, with orders tliat he should come up with the 
whole division. The Cazadores slept on the other 
side of the river. Rain during the night. 

" ' Tuesday, 12th.—Day clear and fine. Was occu
pied in procuring the canoes and going up in the flat-
boat to Thompson's Ferry. A Mexican and a Prus
sian came in. The Mexican is the son of Delgardo. 
In the afternoon the boat Avas injured. A courier 
came in from Guadalupe and from General Sesma. 
Wrote to Urrea at Matao-orda. 
' " ' Wednesday, 13th.—The boat Avas repaired. The 

division of General Sesma arrived. Many articles 
11* 
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AÂere found. General Urrea and F. V. Fernandez 
Avere Avrltten to. Despatches arrived from Urrea and 
Filisola. 

" ' Th^irsday, lith.—We crossed the river early, 
Avith our beds only and provisions for the road. At 
three in the afternoon we started from Thompson's 

V Ferry. 

" ' Friday, loth.—At Harrisburg. [In pencil.] 
" '•Saturday, IQtJi.—Ai Lynchburg.' [In pencIL] " 
But to return to the Texan CAMP WEST OF BRAZOS. 

On the 3d of April Gen. Houston wrote to Col. 
Rusk: 

" I arrived at this place the 1st inst., and pitched 
my encampment in a secure position, in hopes that I 
should receive supplies, and more so, that I would be 
enabled to meet the enemy at any time, and under 
any circumstances which propriety might dictate. 
Since my location rains have fallen; and It is possi
ble the water may iuA âde my encampment, and com
pel me to remove, either back to the prairie, or to 
pass over the river to the east side. If I do pass, it 
will only be to make my camp on a healthy site, 
secure from water, and to defend our horses from the 
'enemy; for I find that no care Avhatever AVIII LO 

taken of horses, and if they fall into the enemy's 
hands it Avould add to his facilities. 

"My spies return and report the enemy only 
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about 1,000 strong on the Colorado, AAdthout pickets, 
and only a small camp-ground. My opinion is, that 
a detachment I sent to reconnoitre the enemy AVIII 

attack him to-night. The detachment was tAventy in 
number, under the command of Major Patton, my 
aide-de-camp. They are among the best hearts of the 
army. 

" If I should pass the river, my design will be, should 
I quit a position opposite to this point, to drop down 
opposite Fort Bend, or some point below. The enemy 
would not have it in their power to pass the river for 
at least a month to come; and we could only cross 
with the aid of a steamboat, which I have pressed, 
and AAdll retain till I can dispense with it. 

" If I should pass the river, I will leaA ê my most 
effective cavalry on this side. I sent you, in charge 
of Mr. Este, two prisoners, Peter Kerr, and Beregardo, 
a Mexican. I have nothing pointed against them; 
but suspicion has fallen upon them, and they are to 
be secured. You may rest easy at Harrisburg; the 
enemy will never cross the Brazos, and I hope the 
panic will soon subside. People are planting corn on 
the east side of this river. 

" Mr. Zavala has arrived and reported for duty. I 
am glad of it. He informed me that I should haAe 
the pleasure of seeing you; and indeed it would give 
me pleasure to do so. I have ordered the troops 



252 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

below to occupy some defensible positions below on 
the river, or coast, and check the enemy. Rumors 
from the Mexican interior of wars, or difficulty in 
passing the Colorado, have caused them to delay; 
and at this time it is almost impossible for them to 
pass the prairies, owing to the rains that have fallen 
since we passed—then it was only possible for us to 
pass with our wagons. If they come, their artil
lery must comê . They must raft it over the Colorado, 
which is very high, as I am informed. I t must be out 
of its banks. 

" I have looked for an express from you for several 
days. Eighty Redlanders have arrived, and are on 
the opposite bank. The arrival of others is daily ex
pected. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON." 

The last letter of Gen. Houston to Col. Thomas J. 
Rusk, Secretary of War, gives an account of news 
from Goliad, etc., it is as follows : 

" HEAD-QUARTERS, CAMP WEST OP BRAZOS, April 4,1836. 

" SIR : I have the honor to inform you that, by an 
express which reached me last night, I received intel
ligence that Colonel Fannin and his command had 
been attacked by a large body of Mexican cavalry 
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and infantry, in the prairie, about eight miles east of 
San Antonio River, on his march from La Bahia to 
Victoria. The enemy were several times repulsed; 
the battle lasting until far in the night. On the 
next morning the enemy fired several cannon-shots 
and hoisted a flag of truce, which was met by a cor
responding signal from Colonel Fannin. The com
manders met, and stipulated that the Americans, on 
condition of a surrender, should be treated as pris
oners of war, and in eight days sent to New Orleans 
on parole. On the eighth day the prisoners were 
marched out under a guard (after having been kept 
in close confinement), a file of soldiers on each side of 
the prisoners. The guard then doubled files on the 
right of the prisoners, killing all but one, who made 
his escape. The enemy are said to have lost 1,000 

men in the action 
" Will not our friends rush to the conflict, and at 

once avenge the wrongs which have been inflicted on 
our dauntless comrades ? The day of just retribu
tion ought not to be deferred. Send expresses to the 
coast and to the United States. The army is just 
organizing, and will soon be prepared. The last ad
vices report that the enemy cannot cross the Colo
rado—except a part of it—on account of high waters. 
Their delay is said, by others, to be owing to some 
difficulties in the interior, and a want of supplies. 
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" San Felipe was reduced to ashes, but not by my 

order. 
" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON." 

"P.S.—It was reported in camp that you were com
ing to the army. As it is so reported, you had best 
come if possible. It will inspirit the troops. No ex
press has reached me for some fiA^e days from Harris
burg. The army is in good spirits." 

The Secretary of War, Col. Thos. J. Rusk, arrived 
in camp on the night of the 4th. He was from Geor
gia, and had settled in Nacogdoches before the war 
commenced: was a lawyer, of fine personal appear
ance, most agreeable manners, and solid sense, made a 
good speech, and told a funny story Avith splendid 
effect. He subsequently became commander-in-chief 
of the Texan army, and served many years as senator 
from Texas in the U. S. Congress. His arrival in 
camp no doubt did much good, for things looked 

gloo7ny. The Mexicans had already killed in battle 
or butchered, AvIthin less than one month, more Texans 
than now constituted their army under Gen. Houston. 

Another battle might end as disastrous and bloody as 
the first, yet, after resting a few days and recuperating 
their physical abilities, hope revived their drooping 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 2 5 5 

spirits, and on the 7th of April their general issued 
the following order: 

*' HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 

" CAMP WEST OP BRAZOS, Api'il 7, 1836. 

" Army Orders.—The advance of the enemy is at 
San Felipe. The moment for which we have waited 
with anxiety and interest is fast approaching. The 
victims of the Alamo, and the manes of those who 
Avere murdered at Goliad, call for cool, deliberate ven
geance. Strict discipline, order and subordination AAdll 
insure us the victory. 

"The army wdll be in readiness for action at a 
moment's warning. The field officers have the imme
diate execution of this order in charge for their respect
ive commands. 

" SAM HOUSTON, 

Conimander-in- Chief.'' 
"GEO. W . HOCKLEY, Inspector-General." 

The enemy left San Felipe without giving him 
battle, and on the 12th of April, the acting Secretary 
of War wrote to Gen. Houston from Harrisburg: 

" There are a number of families here, and in the 
neighborhood, Avho came here under the belief that 
they would be safe, who are now exposed to the 
attack of the enemy 

" You have assured the government that the enemy 

miPis. 
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should never cross the Brazos: they have relied 
on your assurance, but they find your pledges not veri
fied, and numberless families exposed to the ravages 
of the enemy. 

"The country expects something from you; the 
government looks to you for action. 

" The time has now arrived to determine whether 
we are to give up the country, and make the best of 
our way out of It, or to meet the enemy and make at 
least one struggle for our boasted independence." 

On the 13th of April Gen. Houston answered the [ 
Secretary of War, stating : 

" At Gonzales I had 374 efficient men, without sup
plies, even powder, l)alls, or arms. At the Colorado, 
with 700 men, without discipline or time to organize 
the army. Two days since, my effective force in camp 
was 530 men (aggregate) 

" I had reason to expect the attack would be made, 
and an effort made to cross the river at San Felipe, or 
at the point at Avhich I w âs, as the prairie, at the lat
ter point, approached nearer to the river, and the bot- y 
tom Avas better than at any other point on the river. 
The cannonade was kept up at San Felipe until yester
day morning; and as the river was very high, and it 
was reported to me that the enemy were preparing 
rafts at that point, I had every reason to suppose that 
they intended to cross there, if possible. 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 257 

" On the previous night, in consultation AAdth the 
Secretary of War, Ave concluded to pass the river to 
this side. At ten o'clock, A.M., yesterday, I commenced 
crossing the river, and from that time till the present 
(noon) the steamboat and yawl (having no ferry-boat) 
have been engaged. We have eight or ten wagons, 
ox teams, and about two hundred horses, belonging to 
the army ; and these have to pass on board the steam
boat, besides the troops, baggage, etc. This requires 
time ; but I hope in one hour to be enabled to be in 
preparation. I had sent an express evening before 
last to all the troops of Washington aud above this 
point to meet me here by a rapid march. On yester
day morning I ordered all the command below to unite 
with the main body, so as to act promptly and effi
ciently when most necessary. I t was impossible to 
guard all river passes for one hundred miles, and at 
once concentrate the force so as to guard any one point 
effectually, unless Avhere the main body might be 
stationed. An invading army marches Avith every
thing necessaiy to conquest. I would at once have 
fallen back on Harrisburg, but a wish to allay the 
panic that prevailed, induced me to stop at the Brazos, 
contrary to my views of military operations. I had 
assurances of reinforcements by remaining on the 
Brazos 

" When I assured the department that the enemy 
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should not pass the Brazos, I did not intend to convey 
the idea that either the army or myself possessed 
powers of ubiquity; but that they should not pass 
through my encampment 

" I beg leave to assure you that I AVIII omit no 
opportunity to serve the country, and to serve It for 
the love of it, without ambition, or ulterior VICAVS into 
Avhich selfishness can enter. I have, under the most 
disadvantageous circumstances, kept an army together, 
and Avhere there has not been even murmuring or 
insubordination; but I cannot perform impossibil
ities. These remarks are not in anger, nor are 
they intended to be in the least personal to you, 
but arise out of the pressure of difficulties which 
you cannot appreciate, because they are unexplained 
to you." 

Having crossed the Brazos and having received the 
famous twin sisters, two six-pounders, the generous 
donation of the good people of Cincinnati, after con
centrating his forces, Gen. Houston resolves to pur
sue the enemy and give them battle. 

After a very unpleasant march over very bad roads, 
which required many times the unloading of the 
wagons at boggy places, so that they could cross over 
empty, and then reloading, the Texan army arrived at 
Harrisburg on the 18th, when the notable spy Deaf 
Smith, Karnes, and others were sent out. 
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Smith * returned wdth two captive Mexicans from 
whom information was gained of the number and 
Avhereabouts of Santa Anna, and his army, which 
numbered between 700 and 800 men and Avas sep
arated from the divisions of Gaona, Sesma, and 
Filisola. 

Upon receiving this information General Houston 
crossed his army over Buffalo Bayou on the 19th, and 
threw himself in the way of Santa Anna. On the 
same day, Colonel Rusk issued the folloAving address: 
to which General Houston added the subjoined : 

" W A R DEPARTMENT, HEAD-QUARTERS OP THE ARMY, 

" HARRISBURG, April 19, 1836. 

" To THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS—Fellow Citizens : Let 
me make one more appeal to you to turn out, and 
rally to the standard of your country. The army 

* Deaf Smith was a member of that distinguished family as the following 

story taken from Yoakum will show: " It is given as related by the gen

eral himself. Smith came in, greatly fatigued, and somewhat exasperated. 

He repaired to the general's quarters, and said he wished to have a little 

talk with him. Said he : ' General, you are very kind to these Mexicans ; 

I like kindness, but you are too kind—you won't allow me to kill any of 

them ! If a man meets two of the enemy, and is not allowed to kill either, 

by the time he takes one and ties him, the other gets ofE so far that it is 

very fatiguing on a horse to catch him ; and I wish you would let me man

age things in my own way.' Houston told him not to be cruel, but that he 

must be his own judge of the necessity of securing such of the enemy aa 

might be taken by him. Smith nodded his head—for he was a man of few 

words—and retired." 
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reached here yesterday late in the day. Our scouts 
arrested three of the Mexicans—one captain, one a \ 

co7'reo [express rider], direct from Mexico, and another, • 
a servant. From the prisoners Ave learn many Interesting 
facts. Santa Anna himself is just below us, and within 
the sound of the drum—has, Ave understand, only 
500 men. We are parading our forces for the 
purpose of marching upon him. He has a reinforce
ment of about 1,000 men upon the Brazos, about 
forty miles from here. A few hours more AVIU 

decide the fate of our army : and Avhat an astonishing * 
fact it is, that, at the very moment w^hen the fate of 
your wdves, your children, your homes, your countiy, 
and all that is dear to a freeman, are suspended upon 
the issue of one battle, not one-fourth of the people 
[men] of Texas are In the army ! Are you Amer
icans ? are you freemen ? If you are, prove your blood 
and birth by rallying at once to your country's stand
ard ! Your general is at the head of a brave and 
chivalrous band, and throws himself, sword in hand, 
into the breach, to save his country, and Adndicate her 
rights. Enthusiasm prevails In the army ; but I look 
around and see that many, Â ery many, whom I antici
pated would l)e first in the field, are not here. 

" Rise up at once, concentrate, and march to the 
field !-a vigorous effort, and the country is safe! 
A different course disgraces and ruins you; and what 
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is life worth with the loss of liberty ? May I never 
survive i t ! 

" Your fellow-citizen, 

"THOMAS J. RUSK, 

" Secretary of War.'''' 

''Apra 19, 1836. 

" We view ourselves on the eve of battle. We are 
nerved for the contest, and must conquer or perish. 
I t is vain to look for present aid: none is at hand. 
We must now act or abandon all hope ! Rally to the 
standard, and be no longer the scoff of mercenary 
tongues ! Be men, be freemen, that your children 
may bless their fathers' names ! 

" Colonel Rusk is with me, and I am rejoiced at it. 
The country will be the gainer, and myself the bene
ficiary. Liberty and our country ! 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commande7'-i7i-Chief" 

On the 20th, the Texan army, marching down the 
bayou, met the Mexican army marching up, opposite 
Lynch's Ferry, just below the junction of the San 

Jacinto River with Buffalo Bayou, when, after slight 
skirmishing with little loss on either side, both armies 
encamped on the plains about three-fourths of a mile 
apart and reposed for the night. 

The long wished for moment is at hand ! There is 
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the army of Santa Anna, the captor of the Alamo ! 
There stand those Mexicans Avho stormed the Ther
mopylae of Texas, and put to death Travis, Bowde, 
Crockett, Bonham, and their immortal comrades ! 

There stand the murderers of the brave but un
fortunate Red Rovers, the Duv^al Rifles, and the 
Georgia Battalion, who left all the comforts of home, 
the sweet society of dear friends, and from the lap of 
luxury and security leaped into the foremost ranks of 
a people struggling for liberty ! 

Why do the Texans hesitate ? Why not sound the 
charge, and avenge the sacrifice of their dear com
rades ? 

Providence orders the murderers' sleep, and their 
last night to be like Richard's, who said, in the lan
guage of the poet: 

" Oh, I have passed a miserable night, 

So full of fearful dreams, of ugly sights. 

That, as I am a Chi'istian, faithful man, 

I would not spend another such a night. 

Though 'twere to buy a world of happy days." 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Battle of San Jacinto—Tlie Mexican Army entirely defeated.—Santa 

Anna captured.—J. A. Sylvester, Milt Swisher, and Santa Anna.—The 

Armistice.—Texas Cabinet come to San Jacinto.—Division of the Cab

inet as to treating with Santa Anna.—Lamar's letter to the Cabinet.— 

The Treaties of Velasco. 

r y i H E 21st of April, 1836, was a clear and beautiful c 

- ^ day. Neither the sun of Bannockburn nor Aus-

terlitz shone more lovely or more brilliantly. 
The Texans seemed loath to commence the battle, 

while the Mexicans, although they received some rein
forcements under General Cos, amounting to 520 men, 
appeared to be fearful and apprehensiv^e of the coming 
strife, for they threw up breastworks and fortified 
their camp. 

The evening sun was declining, when, after a coun
cil of war at three o'clock in the afternoon, the joyful 
order was given: Prepare for battle ! 

All were eager for the fray, and to the tune of 1̂/ 
" Will you C07ne to my boioer ? " they charged forth to 
victory and renown. But as the reports of Gens. 
Houston and Rusk are very interesting, they are here 
inserted: 

t 
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"HEAD-QUARTERS OP THE ARMY, SAN JACINTO, 

''April 25th, 1836. 

" To DAVID G. BURNET, P'esideiit of tlie Republic of Texas. 

" SIR : I regret extremely that my situation, since 
the battle of the 21st, has been such as to prevent 
my rendering you my official report of the same pre-
Adous to this time. 

" I haÂ e the honor to inform you that, on the even
ing of the 18th instl, after a forced march of fifty-five | 
miles, w^hich was effected in two days and a half, the L 
army arrived opposite Harrisburg. That evening a { 

courier of the enemy Avas taken, from which I learned 
that General Santa Anna, with one division of his 
choice troops, had marched in the direction of Lynch's 
Ferry, on the San Jacinto, burning Harrisburg as he 
passed down. 

" The army was ordered to be in readiness to march 
early on the next morning. The main body effected 
a crossing over Buffalo Bayou, below Harrisburg, on 
the morning of the 19th, having left the baggage, the 
sick, and a sufficient camp-guard, in the rear. We ^ 
continued to march throughout the night, making but 
one halt in the prairie for a short time, and Avithout 
refreshments. At daylight ŵ e resumed the line of 
march, and in a short distance our scouts encountered 
those of the enemy, and ŵ e received information that 
General Santa Anna was at New' Washington, and 
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/ would that day take up the line of march for Ana
huac, crossing at Lynch's Ferry. The Tc^van army 
halted within half a mile of the ferry, in some tlml^T, 
and were engaged in slaughtering beeves AÂhen the 
army of Santa Anna was discovered to be approach
ing in battle array, having been encamped at Clopper's 
Point, eight miles beloAv. Disposition Avas immedi
ately made of our forces, and preparation for his re
ception. He took a position Avith his infantry and 
artillery In the centre, occupying an island of timber, 
his cavalry covering the left flank. The artillery, 
consisting of one doulde-fortified medium brass tweh'-e-
pounder, then opened on our encampment. The in
fantry, in column, advanced AvIth the design of charg
ing our lines, but were repulsed by a discharge of 
grape and canister from our artillery, consisting of 
tAVO six-pounders. The enemy had occupied a piece 
of timber within rifle-shot of the left wdng of our 
army, from which an occasional interchange of small-
arms took place between the troops, until the enemy 
Avithdrew to a position on the bank of the San Jacinto, 
about three-quarters of a mile from our encampment, 
and commenced fortification. 

" A short time before sunset, our mounted men, 
about eighty-five in number, under the special com
mand of Colonel Sherman, marched out for the pur
pose of reconnoitring the enemy. While advancing, 

12 
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they received a volley from the left of the enemy's 
infantry, and, after a sharp rencounter with their cav
alry, in w^hich ours acted extremely well, and per
formed some feats of daring chivalry, they retired In 
good order, haAdng had tAvo men severely'-AA^ounded, and 
several horses killed. In the meantime, the infantry 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Millard, 

1 

and Colonel Burleson's regiment, with the artillery, 
had marched out for the purpose of covering the re
treat of the cavalry, if necessary. All then fell back 
in good order to our encampment about sunset, and \ 

remained without ostensible action until the 21st, at j tie 
half-past three o'clock, taking the first refreshment 
Avhich they had enjoyed for two days. The enemy 
in the meantime extended the right flank of their 
infantry, so as to occupy the extreme point of a 
skirt of timber on the bank of the San Jacinto, and 
secured their left by a fortification about five feet 
high, constructed of packs and baggage, leaving an 
opening in the centre of the breastAvork, in which 
their artillery Avas placed, their cavalry upon their J 
left wing. 

" About nine o'clock on the morning of the 21st, the 
enemy were reinforced by 500 choice troops, under 
the command of General Cos, Increasing their cffectlv^e 
force to upward of 1,500 men, while our aggregate 
force for the field numbered 783. At half-past three 
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o'clock in the evening, I ordered the officers of the 
Texan army to parade their respectlA^e commands, 
having in the meantime ordered the bridge on the 
only road communicating v/Ith the Brazos, distant 
eight miles from our encamj)ment, to be destroyed— 
thus cutting off all possibility of escape. Our troops 
paraded with alacrity and spirit, and Avere anxious 
for the contest. Their conscious disparity in numbers 
seemed only to increase their enthusiasm and confi
dence, and heightened their anxiety for the conflict. 
Our situation afforded me an opportunity of making 
the arrangements preparatory to the attack AAithout 
exposing our designs to the enemy. T\\Qfirst regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Burleson, Avas assigned to the 
centre. The seco7id regiment, under the command of 
Colonel Sherman, formed the left wing of the army. 
The artillery, under the special command of Colonel 
George W. Hockley, Inspector^general, Avas placed on 
the right of the first regiment; and four companies of 
infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry Millard, sustained the artillery upon the right. 
Our cavalry, sixty-one in number, commanded by 
Colonel Mirabeau B. Lamar (AÂ hose gallant and dar
ing conduct on the prcAdous day had attracted tlie 
admiration of his comrades, and called him to that 
station), placed on our extreme right, compieti^d our 
line. Our cavalry Avas first despatched to the front 
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of the enemy's left, for the purposes of attracting 
their notice, wdille an extensive island of timber 
afforded us an opportunity of concentrating our 
forces, and deploying from that point, agreeably to 
the previous design of the troops. Every evolution 
w âs performed Avitli alacrity, the Avhole advancing i" 
rapidly in line, through an open prairie, Avithout any ' 
protection AA ĥatever for our men. The artillery ad
vanced and took station within tAvo hundred yards of 
the enemy's breastAvork, and commenced an effective 
fire with grape and canister. 

" Colonel Sherman, with his regiment, having com
menced the action upon our left wing, the Avhole line, 
at the centre and on the right, advancing in double-
quick time, raised the war-cry, " Beme7nber tlie 

Alamo!'''' received the enemy's fire, and adA^anced I 
within point-blank shot, before a piece Avas discharged (, 
from our lines. Our line advanced without a halt, 
until they were In possession of the woodland and 
the enemy's breastwork—the right Aving of Burleson's 
and the left of Millard's taking possession of the 
breastwork; our artillery having gallantly charged 
up within seventy }'ards of the enemy's cannon, Avhen 
it Avas taken by our troops. 

" The conflict lasted about elerhteen minutes from the 
time of close action until Ave Avere In possession of the 
enemy's encampment, taking one piece of cannon 
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(loaded), four stand of colors, all their camp-equipage, 
stores, and baggage. Our cavalry had charged and 
routed that of the enemy upon the right, and given 
pursuit to the fugitives, Avhich did not cease until 
they arrived at the bridge which I have mentioned 
before—Captain Karnes, ahvays among the foremost 
in danger, commanding the pursuers. The conflict in 
the breastwork lasted but a few moments; many of 
the troops encountered hand to hand, and, not having 
the advantage of bayonets on our side, our riflemen 
used their pieces as Avar-clubs, breaking many of them 
off at the breech. The rout commenced at half-past 
four, and the pursuit by the main army continued 
until twdlight. A guard was then left in charge of 
the enemy's encampment, and our army returned with 
their killed and wounded. In the battle, our loss was 
tAVO killed and twenty-three wounded, six of them 
mortally. The enemy's loss was six hundred and 
thirty killed, among Avhom was one general officer, 
four colonels, tAvo lieutenant-colonels, five captains, 
tAvelÂ e lieutenants; wounded two hundred and eight, 
of AA'hich Avere fiA'-e colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, 
tAVO second lieutenant-colonels, seven captains, one 
cadet; prisoners seven hundred and thirty—Presi
dent-General Santa Anna, General Cos, four colonels, 
aides to General Santa Anna, and the colonel of the 
Guerrero battalion, are included in the number. 
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General Santa Anna was not taken until the 22d, 
and General Cos yesterday, very fcAV haAdng escaped. 
About six hundred muskets, three hundred salu-es, 
and tAVO hundred pistols, have been collected since 
the action. Several hundred mules and horses Avere 
taken, and nearly tweU^e thousand dollars in specie. 

" For several days previous to the action, our troops 
Avere engaged in forced marches, exposed to excessive 
rains, and the additional inconvenience of extremely 
bad roads, badly supplied with rations and clothing; 
yet, amid CÂ ery difficulty, they bore up with cheerful
ness and fortitude, and performed their marches with 
spirit and alacrity—there was no murmuring. 

" Previous to and during the action, my staff evinced 
every disposition to be useful, and Avere actively en
gaged in their duties. In the conflict I am assured 
that they demeaned themselves in such a manner as 
proved them worthy members of the army of San 
Jacinto. Colonel T. J. Rusk, Secretary of War, was 
on the field. For weeks his services had been highly 
beneficial to the army. In the battle, he was on the 
left wing, where Colonel Sherman's command first 
encountered and drove In the enemy : he bore himself 
gallantly, and continued his efforts and activity, re
maining with the pursuers until resistance ceased. 

" I have the honor of transmitting herewith a list of 
all the officers and men AÂho were engaged in the 

I 
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action, which I respectfully request may be published, 

as an act of justice to the indlAdduals. For the com

manding general to attempt discrimination as to the 

conduct of those Avho commanded in the action, or 

those who were commanded, would be impossible. 

Our success in the action is conclusive proof of their 

daring intrepidity and courage ; every officer and man 

proved himself worthy of the cause in which he 

battled, while the triumph recelA^ed a lustre from the 

humanity Avhich characterized their conduct after 

victory, and richly entitles them to the admiration 

and grati tude of their general. Nor should Ave with

hold the tribute of our grateful thanks from tha t 

Being Avho rules the destinies of nations, and has, in 

the time of greatest need, enabled us to arrest a 

poAverful invader AvhIle devastating our country. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

" S A M HOUSTON, 

" Com niander-in- Chief'' 

Beport of THOMAS J . RUSK, Secreta7'y of War. 

" W A R DEPARTMENT, HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OP TEXAS, 

' ' SAN JACINTO RIVER, April 22, 1833. 

" To His Exrelhncy DAVID G. BURNET, President of Texas. 

" S IR : I haA ê the honor to communicate to your ex

cellency a brief account of a general engagement AAdth 

the army of Santa Anna, at this place on the 21st 

instant. 

\ 
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" Our arni}^, under the command of General Houston, 
arrived here on the 20th instant. The enemy, a foAV 
miles off at New Washington, apprised of our arrival, 
committed some depredations upon private property, 
and commenced their line of march to this point. 
They Avere unconscious of our approach until our 
standard was planted on the banks of the San Jacinto. 
Our position Avas a favorable one for battle. On the 
noon of the 20th, the appearance of our foe was hailed 
by our soldiers with enthusiasm. The enemy marched 
in good order, took a position In front of our encamp
ment, on an eminence, within cannon-shot, Avhere they 
planted their only piece of artillery, a brass nine-
pounder ; and then arrayed their cavalry and infantry 
a short distance on the right, under the shelter of a 
skirt of Avoods. In a short time, they commenced 
firing upon us; their cannon in front, their infantry on 
our left, and their cavalry changing their position on 
the right. A charge was made on the left of our 
camp by their infantry, which Avas promptly repelled 
by a fcAA' shots from our artillery, Avhich forced them 
to retire. I have the satisfaction of stating that only 
tAVO of our men were Avounded, one very slightly, the 
other (Colonel Neill, of the artillery) not fatally. 

"The attack ceased ; the enemy retired aud formed 
in tAVO skirts of timber, aud remained in that position, 
occasionally opening their cannon upon us, until just 
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before sunset, Avhen they attempted to draw off their 
forces. Their artillery and cavalry Avere removed to 
I >tl':er points. Colonel Sherman, Avith sixty of our caA--
;ilry, charged upon theirs, consisting of upward of 100, 
1 ailing and wounding several. Their infantry came to 
the assistance of their cavalry, and opened upon us an 
incessant fire for ten or fifteen minutes, Avhich our men 
sustained Avith surprising firmness. Too much praise 
cannot be bestoAved upon those Avho w êre engaged in 
this charge, for never Avas one of equal peril made 
Avith more courage, and terminated with less loss. 
TAVO of our men Avere severely wounded, l)ut none 
killed. This terminated the movements of the day. 

"Early next morning, about nine o'clock, the enemy 
received a reinforcement of 500 men, under the com
mand of General Martin Prefecto de Cos, which 
increased their strength to 1,400 or 1,500 men. 
I t Avas supposed that an attack upon our encamp
ment Avould now be made; and having a good 
position, Ave stationed our artillery, and disposed of 
the forces, so as to receive the enemy to the best advan
tage. At three o'clock, however, the foe, instead of 
shoAving signs of attack, AÂas evidently engaged in for-
tif3dng. We determined, therefore, immediately to 
assail him; and in half an hour we Avere formed in 
four divisions : the first, intended as our right wing, 

composed of the regulars under Colonel Millard, and 
12* 
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the second division, under command of Colonel 
Sydney Sherman, formed our left AAdng. A division, 
commanded by Colonel Burleson, formed our centre. 
Our two six-pounders, under the command of Colonel 
Hockley, Captains Isaac N. Moreland and Stillwell, 
were drawn up on the right of the centre division. 
The cava;lry, under command of Colonel Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, formed upon the right. At the command to 
move forward, all the divisions advanced in good order 
and high spirits. On arriving within reach of the 
enemy, a heavy fire was opened, first with their artil
lery on our cavalry. A general conflict now ensued. 
Orders Avere given to charge. Colonel Sherman's divis
ion moved up, and drove the enemy from the woods 
occupied by them on their right wing. At the same 
moment. Colonel Burleson's division, together with 
the regulars-, charged upon and mounted the breast
work of the enemy, and drove them from their cannon; 
our artillery, the meanwhile, charging up and firing 
upon them with great effect. The cavalry, under 
Colonel Lamar, at the same time fell on them with 
great fury and great slaughter. Major-General Hous
ton acted Avith great gallantry, encouraging his men to 
the attack, and heroically charged, in front of the in-
fantiy, within a few yards of the enemy, receiving at 
the same time a wound in his leg. The enemy soon 
took to flight, officers and all, some on foot and some 
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on horseback. In ten mimites after the firing of the 
first gun, we were charging through the camp, and 
driving them before us. They fled in confusion and 
dismay down the river, followed closely by our troops 
for four miles. Some of them took the prairie, and 
were pursued by our cavalry; others were shot in 
attempting to swim {he river; and in a short period 
the sanguinary conflict was terminated by the, sur-
render of nearly all who were not slain in the combat. 
One-half of their army perished; the other half are 
prisoners, among whom are General Santa Anna him
self. Colonel Almonte, and many other prominent 
officers of their army. The loss of the enemy is com
puted at over six hundred slain, and above six hun
dred prisoners; together with a caballada of several 
hundred mules taken, with much valuable baggage. 
Our loss, in point of numbers, is small, it being seven 
slain and fifteen wounded. 

"This glorious achievement is attributed, not to 
superior force, but to the valor of our soldiers and the 
sanctity of our cause. Our army consisted of 750 
effective men. This brave band achieved a \dctory as 
glorious as any on the records of history, and the 
happy consequences will be felt in Texas by succeed
ing generations. It has saved the country from the yoke 
of bondage; and all who mingled in it are entitled to 
the special munificence of government, and the heart-

file:///dctory
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felt gratitude of every lover of liberty. The sun was 
sinking in the horizon as the battle commenced, but, 
at the close of the conflict, the sun of liberty and in
dependence rose in Texas, never, it is to be hoped, to 
be obscured by the clouds of despotism. We have 
read of deeds of chivalry, and perused with ardor the 
annals of war; we have contemplated, with the high
est emotions of sublimity, the loud-roaring thunder, 
the desolating tornado, and the withering simoom of 
the desert; but neither of these, nor all, inspired us 
Avith emotions like those felt on this occasion! The 
officers and men seemed to be actuated by a like en 
thusiasm. There was a general cry which pervaded 
the ranks—^'•Bemember the Alamo ! remember La Ba

hia ! " These words electrified alL " Onward ! " was 
the cry. The unerring aim and irresistible energy of 
the Texan army could not be withstood. It was free
men fighting against the minions of tyranny, and the 
result proved the inequality of such a contest. 

" In a battle AA'-here every individual performed his 
duty, it might seem invidious to draw distinctions; 
but, while I do justice to all in expressing my high 
admiration of the bravery and gallant conduct of both 
officers and men, I hope I may be indulged in the ex
pression of my highest approbation of the chivalrous 
conduct of Major James Collingsworth in almost 
every part of the engagement. CoL James Hockley, 

1 
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with his command of artillery, Col. Wharton, the adju
tant-general. Major Cook, and, in fact, all the staff-
officers. Col. Burleson and Col. Somervell on the right, 
CoL Millard in the centre, and Col. Sherman, Col. 
Bennett, and Major Wells on the left, and CoL Lamar 
on the extreme right Avdth the cavalry—led on the 
charge and followed in the pursuit with dauntless 
bravery. All have my highest approbation. With 
such men, sustained as Ave shall be by the patriots and 
lovers of liberty in our mother-country, hateful Des
potism cannot find a resting-place for the sole of her 
foot on the beautiful plains of Texas! A volume 
would not contain the deeds of individual daring and 
bravery. Each captain has been required to make 
report, and I hope justice will be done to all the brave 
spirits Avho mingled in the glorious achievement of 
yesterday.* My aide-de-camp, Dr. Motley, of Ken
tucky, fell near me, mortally Avounded, and soon after 

* Not^vithstanding the fulness and many details given in these reports, 

neither contains the slightest allusion to Bob L , who always looms fore

most in my mind's eye when contemplating or reflecting upon the incidents 

of the battle of San Jacinto. 

Bob L was a large, fine looking young volunteer from Georgia, who did 

not hear the order given to his company or regiment before the charge, to fall 

flat down on the ground, when they should see the flash of the enemy's can

non, and after the deadly missiles had passed harmlessly over their heads, to 

rise and continue the charge. 

So when the charge was made and at the flash of the enemy's cannon, aU 

his comrades fell down flat on the ground, Bob supposed they were all killed, 
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his spirit took its flight to join the immortal Milam 
and others in a better Avorld. 

'* I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
"THOMAS J. RUSK, 

" Secretary of War. 

" P. S.—Since Avriting the above. Gen. Cos has been 
brought in a prisoner by our cavalry. 

" T. J. RUSK." 

James A. Sylvester has the honor of capturing 
Santa Anna, but did not know his distinguished cap
tive until he arrived in camp and was passing by the 
other prisoners (CoL John Milton Swisher, of Austin, 
familiarly knoAvn as Milt. Swisher, being on guard at 
the time), when tliey recognized him and exclaimed: 
" El Presidente! el Presidente!" 

When taken, he said he was a private and then an 
aid to Santa Anna. He shed tears and kissed the 
hand of his captor, no doubt fearing that the mercy 
which he had shown to others would be meted out to 
him. 

When brought to Gen. Houston, who was confined 

and quickly concluding not to wait for another discharge, he broke like a 

quarter horse to the rear. 

Poor Bob never could explain the matter to Gen. Houston's satisfaction, 

who sent for him after the battle, and advised him to marry into a brave 

family and cross the breed. 
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by his wound, he first acknowledged who he was. " I 
am Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, and place 
myself at your disposition as a prisoner of war !" 

Gen. Houston seated him on a tool chest, when 
Rusk, Almonte, and others joined them. 

At his request, Santa Anna was given some opium, 
which he sAvalloAved, after Avhich he expressed a desire 
for peace betAveen Texas and Mexico. 

Gen. Houston granted an armistice, but declined to 
enter into negotiations for permanent peace, since, 
Texas having a government, he had no right to make 
peace. After some conversation about his treatment 
of Texans at the Alamo and Goliad, which Santa 
Anna tried to justify, the former by the rules of war, 
that, " when a fortress, insufficient to defend itself, Avas 
summoned to surrender, and refused, and caused the 
effusion of human blood, the vanquished, Avhen it Avas 
taken, were devoted to execution," the latter, by the 
decrees of the Mexican Government making them 
pirates. Gen. Houston obtained from him the fol
lowing order to his second in command: 

" A R M Y OP OPERATIONS. 

" EXCELLENT SIR : Having jT^esterday evening, with 

the small division under my immediate command, had 

an encounter with the enemy, which uotAvithstandlng 

I had previously taken all possible precautions, proved 
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unfortunate, I am, in consequence, a prisoner In the 
hands of the enemy. Under these circumstances, 
your excellency AVIII order General Gaona AvIth his 
division to countermarch to Bexar, and Avait for 
orders. Your excellency AVIII also, AvIth the division 
under your Immediate command, march to the same 
place. The division under command of General Urrea 
Avill retire to Guadalupe Victoria. I have agreed 
with General Houston for an armistice, until matters 
can be so regulated that the Avar AAdll cease forever. 

" Your excellency Avill take the proper steps for the 
support of the army, AA'hich from this time remains 
under your command, using the moneys lately arrh^ed 
from Metamoras, the provisions on hand there, as Avell 
as those at Victoria, and also the tAventy thousand 
dollars Avithdrawn from Bexar, and which are now in 
that treasury. 

'•I hope your excellency AVIII, Avithout failure, 
comply Avith these dispositions—advising me, by re
turn of the courier, that }-ou have already com-

-menced their execution. God and liberty ! 
" CAMP AT SAN JACINTO, April 2d, 1839. 

" ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

" TO HIS EXCELLENCY DON VICENTE FILISOLA, 

" General of Division.'''' 

After receivlno^ this document. General Houston 

caused Santa Anna'd tent to be placed near him, gave 
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him his baggage, sent him his servants, staff officers, 
and treated him generally as kindly as a prisoner could 
be treated. 

To the victors belong the spoils: so, after the com
missary-general had sold all the captured property, 
Avhich did not amount to $20,000, he distributed theii* 
shares to men and officers, Avho voted $3,000 to the 
Navy. 

The President and his Cabinet at the approach of 
the enemy at Harrisburg left that place and reas
sembled at Galveston, from whence the folloAving 
order was issued : 

" DEPARTMENT OP WAR, GALVESTON, April 26, 1836. 

" To GENERAL SAJI HOUSTON : If you consider it 
inexpedient to risk an engagement with the enemy, 
and consider a retreat i7ievitable from the position you 
now occupy, you are hereby ordered to march with 
the army under your command to the nearest and 
most convenient point to this island, giving informa
tion of the same to this department, w^hen transports 
will be sent forthwith to cross the troops to this 
island. 

" W A R R E N D . C. HALL, 

'^Acting Secretary of War." 

Soon after this the government learned of the 

change of things and the Cabinet came to San Jacinto, 
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and entered into negotiations wdth their Illustrious 
prisoner for a treaty of peace. 

Upon this question the Cabinet divided. The Pres
ident, D. G. Burnet—AAdio, says Kennedy, " AA'̂as a man 
of unblemished reputation, courteous manners, and 
intellectual attainments, the son of a i)hyslclan in 

NcAvark, New Jersey, Avho, in the affairs of 

Texas, had always been distinguished by calmness and 
moderation, and had not unfrequently been exposed 
to censure for declining to keep pace Avith popular Im
patience. Whose prudence and forbearance, united 
AvIth firmness and perseverance, Avell qualified him to 
fill the difficult post to Avhich he had been called by 
the Convention,"—also ZaA^ala, the Vice-Pi'esldent, the 
Secretary of State, James Collingsworth, the successor 
of S. P. Carson, and Peter W. Grayson, AA'ho succeeded 
David Thomas as Attorney-General, were in favor 
of making a treaty; Avhile Mirabeau B. Lamar, who 
succeeded General Rusk as Secretary of War, 
Avho succeeded General Houston, disabled, as com
mander-in-chief, and Bobert Potter, the Secretary 
of the Navy, were opposed to treating Avith Santa 
Anna at all, but Avere iu favor of trying and punish-
ins; him. 

In a letter to the Cabinet, Secretary Lamar elo
quently said that ^^he rather considered him as an 

apprehended murderer iJian as a pi'isoner of war. 
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v"The conduct of General Santa Anna will not 
^ j^j^rmlt me to VICAV him in any other light. A chlef-
tc.̂ 4in battling for Avhat he conceives to be the rights 

oif his countiy, hoAÂ ever mistaken in his VICAVS, may 

Vie privileged to make hot and vigorous war upon the 

i^ifoe; but Avhen, in violation of all the principles of 
' ciAdlized conflict, he avows and acts upon the revolt-
' ing policy of extermination and rapine, slaying the 
* surrendered, and plundering AÂhom he slays, he for-
'k felts the commiseration of mankind, by sinking the 
*• character of the hero into that of an abhorred mur-
i;l derer. The President of Mexico has pursued such a 
* war upon the citizens of this republic. He has 

caused to be published to the world a decree, denoun-
:• cing as pirates beyond the reach of his clemency all 
rr; who* shall be found rallying around the standard 
jj- of our independence. In accordance Avith this decree, 
-r he has turned over to the SAVord the bravest and best 
I; of our friends and felloAV-citizens after they had 
f grounded their arms, under the most solemn pledge 

^: that their lives should be spared. He has fired our > 
; dwellings, laid AÂ aste our luxuriant fields, excited ser-
,̂ Adle and insurrectionary war, violated plighted faith, 

and Inhumanly ordered the cold-blooded butchery of 
prisoners Avho had been betrayed into capitulation 
by heartless professions. I humbly conceive that the 

proclamation of such principles, and the perpetration 
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of such crimes, place the offender out of the pale 
negotiation, and demand at our hands other treatm 
than what is due to a mere prisoner of war. Instin] 
condemns him as a murderer, and reason justifies tl 
verdict. Nor should the ends of justice be averte) 
because of the exalted station of the criminal, or } 
made to give way to the suggestions of interest, or 
any cold considerations of policy. He who sacrifices 
human life at the shrine of ambition is a murderer, 
and deserves the punishment and infamy of one; the 
higher the offender, the greater reason for its infilc-
tion. I am, therefore, of opinion that our prisoner, 
General Santa Anna, has forfeited his life by the 
highest of all crimes, and Is not a suitable object for 
the exercise of our pardoning prerogative. ^,\;f\<^ 

" I still feel that strict justice requires this course; 
that it is sustained by reason, and Avill receive the 
sanction of the present generation, as Avell as the 
approving voice of posterity. If the Cabinet could 
concur AvIth me in this view of the subject, and 
march boldly up to Avhat I conceive to be the line of i 
right, it would form a bright page in the histoiy I 
of this infant nation. It Avould read Avell in the 
future annals of the present period, that the first act 
of this young republic Avas to teach the Caligula i 
of the age that, in the administration of public jus
tice, the vengeance of the laAV falls alike impartially j r,. 
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)n the prince and the peasant. It is time such a 
lesson should be taught the despots of the earth: 

, ' they have too long enjoyed an exemption from the 
common punishment of crime. Throned in poAver, 

i they banquet on the life of man, and then purchase 
security by the dispensation of favors. We have it 

I in our power now to give an impulse to a salutary 
i change in this order of things. We are sitting In 
I judgment upon the life of a stupendous villain, who, 
* like all others of his race, hopes to escape the blow 

of merited vengeance by the strong appeals which 
{ his exalted station enables him to make to the weak 

or selfish principles of nature. Shall he be permitted 
to realize his hopes or not ? Shall our resentment be 
propitiated by promises, or shall Ave move sternly on-
Avard, regardless of favor or affection, to the inflic
tion of a righteous punishment ? My voice is ^Fiat 

justitia mat coelum.''" 

" Let the same punishment be aAvarded him which 
we would feel bound in honor and conscience to 
inflict on a subaltern charged and convicted of a like 
offence: this Is all that justice can require. If he 
haA ê committed no act which would bring condemna
tion on a private individual, then let him be protected; 
but if he have perpetrated crimes which a man 
in humble life would have to expiate upon the scaf
fold, then why shield him from the just operations of 

mm 
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\ 

a law to which another is held amenable \ The ^ 
exalted criminal finds security in negotiation, whilst 
the subaltern offender is given over to the sword of 

' the executioner. Surely no considerations of interest \ 

or policy can atone for such a violation of principle. 
View the matter in every possible light, and Sant» ^ 
Anna is still a murderer. 

" I t will be useless to talk to a soldier of San 
Jacinto about national independence and national 
domain, so long as the bones of his murdered breth
ren lie bleaching on the prairies unrevenged. Treble 
the blessings proposed to be gained by this ne
gotiation will be considered as poor and valueless, 
when weighed against that proud and high resent
ment which the soldier feels for wrongs received. 
In the day of battle the animating cry Avas ' ALAMO ! ' 
And w ĥy ? Because it was knoAAm that the slaugh
terer of the Alamo Avas then in the field: it was 
him that was sought. It was not against the poor 
and degraded instruments of his tyranny that we 
warred; they fell, it is true, before our avenging 
strokes like grass before the reaper's-sickle. 

" The great difficulty in dealing with our prisoner' 
as his crimes deserve arises, as I have already intima
ted, from the fact that education AVIII not pennil 
us to strip him of his ill-gotten honors, and vieA^ 
him in the attitude of a private individual. We are 
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\ taught, by what we see around us in early childhood, 
fc to reverence wealth and power, and it is almost 
! impossible in after-life to emancipate the mind from 
f the slaAnish thraldom ; so that Avhen we approach the 
i guilty lords of creation, there is an involuntaiy 
i| shrinking back, as if we deemed them privileged 

in enoiTuity, and not amenable to us for their out-
it rages. We feel that we should not deal with them 
I as we would with ordinaiy men. If a peasant, con-
li;, victed of murder, shall offer a bribe for the preserva- / 
I tion of his life, it meets with prompt and indig-
i ^nan t repulsion; but if a prince, under like cii'cum-
^' jstances^hall, in the fulness of his powfeî  propose 
g some lordlylfe.j^i^^^k accepted wdth avidit^,xas if 
j; i t were upon our part a virtuous performance of 
J duty. Besides this, we flatter ourselves that there is 
jg nothing wrong in the transaction, because we are 
I, not personally and privately the beneficiaries of the 

bargain; but certainly the right or wrong doth not 
., depend upon who are the recipients, whether the 
, public or an individuaL If we have a right thus 

to act for the _good of the nation, we can do the same 
for the good of a community; and if for a com
munity, we can for a family; and if for a family, 

. why may not that family be oui* own? This mode 
• of reasoning wiQ readily eidiibit the fallacy, if not 

the immorality, of that doctrine which draws a dis-
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tinctlon betAÂ een a high and a low offender, and jus- ' 
tifies a negotiation Avith the one Avhich Avould be 
odious and criminal AvIth the other. 

" NcA êr did the broad eye of day look upon a ' 
fouler murder ; never were a better or a braver people i 
sacrificed to a tyrant's ferocity. The most of them , 
were youthful heroes. 

" I have ahvays thought, and still believe, that our 
sole reliance should be upon our swords, and not 
upon the faith of Santa Anna. If the armies now on 
the retreat shall dare a countermarch, there AVIU not 
be in the ne^t battle a Mexican left to tell the tale 
of their defeat'; and If another t "^nedition^ao-alnst VcŜ  
shall be gotten up-in the faj^ ^.^ .ue spring, there 
will come into our countiy such a cavalcade of heroes I 
as will make their chivalry skip. The very first 
army that turns its face to the East Avill aAvaken a war 
AvhIch Avill move onAvard and ouAvard over the broad 
prairies of the West, knowing no termination until it 
reaches the walls of Mexico, where we shall plant the 
standard of the Single Star, and send forth our 
decrees in the voice of our artillery. 

" That my feelings and opinions may not be misap
prehended, I beg leave, by Avay of recapitulation, to . 

state, that, toward the common soldiers among our 
Mexican prisoners I cherish no malice or resentment 
looking upon the most of them in the light of unwili-
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ing instruments in the hands of tyranny; neither can t 
I perceive in the conduct of the officers any particu
lar act which might not be considered as legitimate ' 
in a soldier devoted to his profession, or in a patriot 
enlisted in the cause of his country. These, after ;,| 
an exchange of prisoners, I would retain in the cus- ^ 
tody of the Government until the conclusion of the ^ 0 
war; but, viewing General Santa Anna altogether ',' *̂  
in a different attitude, I would adopt the course in * • 
reference to him which I have already urged. His 
crimes being sanguinary, I would read his punish
ment fi'om the Code of Draco." r % | 

But notwithstanding this eloquent appeal a ma- ' ' \ 
jority of the Cabinet, imbued with the merciful senti- T,'X; 
ment of Him who commanded sinful mortals to do *̂J . 
good for evil, to pray for their enemies—and while 
expiring upon the cross* appealingly said in behalf of 
his murderers: " Father, fm'give them / they Jcnow not 

what they do"—^voted for peace, and made the fol
lowing treaties with the Mexican president: 

13 

^ 
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TREATY OF VELASCO, MAY 14, 1836. 

PUBLIC AGREEMENT. 

Articles of Agreement entered into between His Excellency DAVID G. BUR

NET, President of tJie Republic of Texas, of the one part, and His Ex

cellency General ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA, President-General-in-

Chief of the Mexican Army, of the other part:— 

ARTICLE 1. General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna agrees that he will not take up arms, nor will 
he exercise his influence to cause them to be taken 
up, against the people of Texas, during the present 
war of independence. 

ARTICLE 2. All hostilities between the Mexican 
and Texan troops will cease immediately, both on land 
and water. ] 

ARTICLE 3. The Mexican croops will evacuate the 
territory of Texas, passing to the other side of the 
Rio Grande del Norte. 

ARTICLE 4. The Mexican army, in its retreat, shall f 
not take the property of any person without his con- | 
sent and just indemnification, using only such articles 
as may be necessary for its subsistence in cases where 
the OAvners may not be present, and remitting to the . 
commander of the army of Texas, or to the commis
sioners to be appointed for the adjustment of such 
matters, au account of the value of the property con-

( 
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sumed, the place where taken, and the name of the 
owner, if it can be ascertained. 

ARTICLE 5. That all private property, including 
horses, cattle, negro slaves, or indentured persons of 
Avhatever denomination, that may have been captured 
by any portion of the Mexican army, or may have 
taken refuge in the said army, since the commence
ment of the late invasion, shall be restored to the com
mander of the Texan army, or to such other persons 
as may be appointed by the Gov^ernment of Texas to 
receive them. 

ARTICLE 6. The troops of both armies Avill refrain 
from coming into contact with each other; and, to 
this end, the commander of the army of Texas Avillbe 
careful not to approach within a shorter distance of 
the Mexican army than five leagues.* 

ARTICLE 7. The Mexican army shall not make any 
other delay on its march than that Avhich is necessary 
to take up their hospitals, baggage, etc., and to cross 
the rivers. Any delay, not necessary to these pur
poses, to be considered an infraction of this agree
ment. 

ARTICLE 8. By express, to be immediately despatch
ed, this agreement shall be sent to General Filisola, 
and to General T. J. Rusk, commander of the Texan 

* Nearly thirteen and one-sixth miles. 
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army, in order that they may be apprised of its stipu
lations ; and, to this end, they will exchange engage
ments to comply with the same. 

ARTICLE 9. That all Texan prisoners UOAV in pos
session of the Mexican army, or its authorities, be 
forthwith released, and furnished AvIth free passports to 
return to their homes; in consideration of which a cor
responding number of Mexican prisoners, rank and 
file, now in possession of the Government of Texas, 
shall be immediately released. The remainder of the 
Mexican prisoners that continue in possession of the 
Government of Texas, to be treated with due human
ity : any extraordinary comforts that may be furnish
ed them to be at the charge of the Government of 
Mexico. 

ARTICLE 10. General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna will be sent to Vera Cruz, as soon as it shall be 
deemed proper. 

The contracting parties sign this instrument for the 
above mentioned purposes, by duplicate, at the port of 
Velasco, this the 14th day of May, 1836. 

DAVID G. BURNET, 

ANT". LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, Secretary of State. 

BAILEY HARDEMAN, Secreta7'y of the Treasu/ry. 

P. H. GRAYSON, Attor7iey-General. 

i 
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SECRET AGREEMENT. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SAKT.\^ ANNA, General-in-Chief of the Army of 

Operations, and President of the Republic of Mexico, before the Govern 

ment established in Texas, solemnly pledges himself to fulfil the Stipula 

tions contained in th^ following Articles, so far as concerns himself:— 

ARTICLE 1. He will not take up arms, nor cause 
them to be taken up, against the people of Texas, 
during the present war for independence. 

ARTICLE 2. He will give his orders that, in the 
shortest time, the Mexican troops may leave the ter
ritory of Texas. 

ARTICLE 3. He will so prepare matters in the Cab
inet of Mexico, that the mission that may be sent 
thither by the Government of Texas may be well re
ceived, and that by means of negotiations all differ
ences may be settled, and the independence that has 
been declared by the Convention may be acknow
ledged. 

ARTICLE 4. A treaty of commerce, amity, and limits, 
Avill be established between Mexico and Texas, the 
territory of the latter not to extend beyond the Rio 
Bravo del Norte. 

ARTICLE 5. The present return of General Santa 
Anna to Vera Cruz being indispensable for the pur
pose of effecting his solemn engagements, the Govern-

•ittoiill 
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ment of Texas will proAdde for his immediate em
barkation for said port. 

ARTICLE 6. This instrument, being obligatory on 
one part as well as on the other, will be signed in du
plicate, remaining folded and sealed until the negotia
tions shall have been concluded, when it will be re
stored to his excellency General Santa Anna ; no use 
of it to be made before that time, unless there should 
be an infraction by either of the contracting parties. 

POET OP VELASCO, May the \Mh, 1836. 

ANTO. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

DAVID G BURNET. 

JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, Secreta7'y of State. 

BAILEY HARDEMAN, Secretai^y of the Treasury. 

P. H. GRAYSON, Attorney-General. 

The ratification by General Filisola of the public 

agreement, in accordance with the provision of the 8th 
article, took place on the 26th May, 18cJ6, more 
than a month after the battle of San Jacinto. 1 



CHAPTER X. 

Retreat of the Mexican Army under Filisola.—General Woll taken prison

er.—Houston, his wound, retirement, etc.—Santa Anna and the Texas 

Cabinet at Velasco.—His protest and the President's answer, etc. 

" T T T H E N UCAVS of the defeat and capture of 
^ ' Santa Anna reached Gen. Filisola, he Avas at the 

Brazos. " On the afternoon of the 23d," says Filisola, 
" I was concluding the operation of sending across the 
river the section with which General Gaona was to 
march to Nacogdoches, Avhen a soldier of the frontier 
dragoons presented to me a small piece of paper, AATit-
ten AvIth a pencil, by Colonel Mariano Garcia, first aid 
of Guerrero, in which he informed me of the unfortu
nate occurrence of the afternoon of the 21st. A short 
time after, some fugitives arrived, and among them 
Captain Miguel Aguirre, of the Tampico regiment, 
wounded in the action in the thigh, by a rifle-ball, 
AÂho said that the defeat had been perfect, and the 
existence of the President quite doubtful. Such UCAVS 

made me immediately suspend the passage of the riv
er by the force that Avas to have gone AvIth Gaona, 
and to send a picket of cavalry in the direction of 
the battle-ground, as much to acquire correct infer-
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mation of the actual fate of the President as to pro
tect the fugitives Avho might have escaped. But the 
enemy had burnt the bridge, which was the only road 
for retreating; and consequently the picket accom
plished little or nothing in either respect, for all had 
been killed or made prisoners. Alarm and discour
agement was general among all classes, for it was be
lieved that all the prisoners, the President included, 
would have been shot, as a reprisal for the conduct 
observed with theirs at Bexar and Goliad." 

Soon this alarm and discouragement turned to a 

panic and a fiight—the road from the ferry over the 
Brazos to Victoria, was strewn with wagons, baggage, 
artillery, kettles, blankets and broken-down horses. 
The streams were all swollen, the roads all miry, and 
the commissary of the unfortunate Mexicans empty. 
A quart of corn sold for a dollar, and a loaf of bread 
for three dollars. Even officers went days Avithout 
bread to eat. 

On the 28th, Deaf Smith caught up with the fugi
tives and handed to Filisola the order of Santa Anna 
to retreat, but he didn't stop; he kept on retreating, 
yet sent Gen. Woll back to see about things with a 
flag of truce. Gen. Houston, who still commanded, 
fearing that if tidings went back through Gen. Woll 
of the paucity of the Texan army, that possibly Fili
sola, AÂho yet commanded more than four thousand 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 297 

men, might again adA'̂ ance and try his luck in another 
battle—put Gen. Woll under arrest. 

Gen. Woll, Avishing to return to Filisola, appealed 
to the flag of truce which he l)ore into the Texans' 
camp, but it Avas not of any use. Gen. Houston 
thought he had found out too much, and detained 
him. 

On the 5th May, 1836, he turned over the com
mand of the army to Gen. Rusk, and on taking leave 
of the heroes of San Jacinto issued the following very 
complimentary address: 

" COMRADES : Circumstances connected Avith the 
battle of the 21st render our separation for the pres
ent unavoidable. I need not express to you the 
many painful sensations which that necessity inflicts 
upon me. I am solaced, hoAvever, by the hope that 
we wdll soon be reunited in the great cause of liberty. 
Brigadier-General Rusk is appointed to the command 
of the army for the present. I confide in his valor, 
his patriotism, and his wisdom. His conduct in the 
battle of San Jacinto w âs sufficient to insure your 
confidence and regard. The enemy, though retreat
ing, are still within the limits of Texas. Their situa
tion being known to you, you cannot be taken by 
surprise In taking leave of my brave com
rades in arms, I cannot suppress the expression of 
that pride Avhich I so justly feel in having had the 

13* 
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honor to command them in person; nor will I Avith-
hold the tribute of my Avarmest admiration and grati
tude for the promptness AvIth AvhIch my orders Avere 
executed, and union maintained through the army." 

It has been said that Gen. Houston did not wish to 
fight Santa Anna at San Jacinto, but wished to re
treat toAA ârds Nacogdoches and the Red lands. 

Gen. M. B. Lamar says (^Galveston Neius, June 23d, 
1855) : " Some time after the council of Avar, I met 
Gen. Houston, and expressed to him the strong desire 
of the army to make battle. He replied nearly as 
folloAvs: ' Sir, can I whip Santa Anna and his Avhole 
army by myself ?' Would you have me attaclv them 
alone ? The officers are all opposed to fighting, aud 
so are the men. I have always been ready to fight, i 

but the army has not, and how can I battle ?' This 
language astonished me much, because It was so 
directly opposed to my knowledge of facts; but being 
a stranger in the arrny, and scarcely acquainted Avith 
Gen. Houston, I dropped the subject. Soon after this, 
I saw Col. John A. Wharton, and repeated to him 
Avhat Gen. Houston had said. Wharton inquired: 
' Do you think he will fight ?' My reply was : ' He 
says he will.' Taking leave of me, the Colonel re- /, 
paired immediately to Gen. Houston, and asked him 
if he would order a battle provided the army Avas 
ready to make the attack. Houston said he Avould. 

A 
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This I got from Wharton, immediately after his leaÂ -
ing Houston. In a short time there w âs a general 
rejoicing through the camp : and Wharton was dash
ing from point to point, ordering a general parade, and 
marslialling the t/roopsfor battle.' . . . At the moment 
we were all preparing for battle, and the lines Avere 
actually forming, Houston came to me, and said, in a 
whining and despairing tone : ' CoL Lamar, do you 
really think we ought to fight ?' My reply Avas : 'Gen. 
Houston, your question comes too late. What did Ave 
come here for, but to fight ? ' " 

Gen. Houston after speaking of Sherman's charge 
on the 20th, says : 

" Things remained Avithout an}'- change until about 
twelve o'clock, when the general Avas asked to call a 
council of war. No council of war had ever l^een 
solicited before. It seemed strange to him. AVhat 
indications had appeared he did not knoAV. The coun
cil Avas called, however, consisting of six field officers 
and the Secretary of War. The proposition was put 
to the council, ' Shall we attack the enemy in position, 
or receive their attack in ours ?' The two junior 
officers—for such is the way of taking the sense of 
courts in the army—were in favor of attacking the 
enemy in position. The four seniors, and the Secre
tary of War, Avho spoke, said, that ' to attack veteran 
troops with raAV militia is a thing unheard of; to 



3 0 0 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

charge upon the enemy wdthout bayonets in an open 
prairie, hjid never been known; our situation is strong; 
in it Ave can whip all Mexico.' " Understanding this 
as the sense of the council, the general dismissed them. 
They went to their respective places. 

" In the morning the sun had risen brightly, and he 
determined Avith this omen, ' To-day the battle shall 
take place.'" 

But overlooking the fact that a challenge passed 
between Gens. Lamar and Houston, that they were 
enemies—^that the Secretary of State, S. P. Carson, 
wrote to Gen. Houston on the 14th of April, 1836: 
" My view is, that you should fall back, if necessary, 

to the Sabine. I am warranted in saying that volun
teer troops will come on in numbers, from the United 

States You must fall back, and hold out, and 
let nothing goad or provoke you to a battle, unless 
you can, without doubt, whip them, or unless you are 
compelled to fight." 

Overlooking also the following letter to Henry 
Raguet, of Nacogdoches: 

" CAMP AT HARRISBURG, AprU IQth, 1836. 

" This morning we are in preparation to meet Santa / 
Anna. I t is the only chance of saving Texas. From 
time to time I have looked for reinforcements, in vain. 
The Convention adjourning to Harrisburg struck 
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panic throughout the country. Texas could have 
started at least 4,000 men; we have only about 700 
to march with, besides the camp guard. We go to 
conquer. Lt is wisdom groioing out of necessity to 

meet and fight the enemy now. Every consideration 

enforces it. No previous occasion would justify it. 

The troops are in fine spirits, and now is the time for 

action. 

"Adjutant-General Wharton, Ins. Gen. Hockley, 
aide-de-camp Horton, aides-de-camp W. JI. Patton, 
Collingsworth. 

" Volunteer aids. Perry, Perry. 

"Maj. Cook, Assistant Inspector-General will be 
with me. 

" We shall use our best efforts to fight the enemy, 
to such advantage as will insure victory though the 
odds are greatly against us. I leave the result in the 
hands of a wise God, and rely upon His proAddence. 

" My country will do justice to those who serve 
her. The rights for which we fight will be secured, 
and Texas free. 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in- Chief. 

" Col. Rusk is in the field. 
" HOUSTON." 

Yet it is consonant to Gen. Houston's character^ 
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that he made it appear that he wished to retreat 
rather than fight. 

It is said that he was very anxious for his oldest 
son to be named after him, yet he insisted on Mrs. 
Houston's naming the boy herself, saying he loould 

have nothing to do in the matter whatever. 

Mrs. Houston begged him to name the child ! No, 
he would have no hand in it. Finally she asked him 
to suggest a name. 

" Well, madam," said he, " my mother named me 
Sam, and I'm not ashamed of it. Suppose you name 
the boy Sam ! " And the child was named Sam. 

So he may have acted with regard to the battle 
of San Jacinto—appearing not to desire it, yet really 
anxious for it. 

After issuing the address as stated, in consequence 
of his wounded ankle, Gen. Houston went to New 
Orleans for medical treatment, where more than 
twenty pieces of fractured bone were taken out. 

In the meantime the Texan Cabinet had moved to 
Velasco, where the treaties Avith Santa Anna Avere 
made, and on the 1st of June, in pursuance of the 

public agreement, placed Santa Anna, Cols. Almonte 
and Nunez, with Caro, his private secretary, on board 
the Invincible, J. BroAvn, commander, Avith the inten
tion of sending him to Vera Cruz. 

Santa Anna, wdth the approbation of the Cabinet, 
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issued the following short farcAvell to the Texan 
army: 

" M Y FRIENDS : I have been a witness of your 
courage in the field of battle, and know you to be 
generous. Rely with confidence on my sincerity, and 
you shall never have cause to regret the kindness 
shoAvn me. In returning to my native land, I beg 
you to receive the thanks of your grateful friend. 
Farewell! 

" A N T ° . LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA." 

' ' VELASCO, June 1,1836." 

But before the Invincible sailed, Gen. T. J. Green, 
with 230 volunteers, arrived from New Orleans on 
the steamer Ocean. A public meeting was held, vio
lent speeches made, and great opposition expressed to 
the release of Santa Anna. " In this state of things " 
says Gen. Green, " President Burnet addressed me 
a note, reipiestlng an interview, and asking my 
opinion in this emergency. I told him that, as to any 
violence being offered to him or his Cabinet, I pledged 
my honor to shield him and them with my life; but 
that I Avas of opinion that, in accordance Avith the 
overwhelming public will of the citizens of the 
countiy, he should remand the prisoner ashore, and 
await the public will to determine his fate. The 
President promptly replied that he would do so." 
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Santa Anna and suite Avere disembarked and again 
placed under guard. 

Army supplies Avere short at Velasco and the w^ant 
of provisions sorely vexed the volunteers. 

An address was written, signed by officers and men, 
to the President, saying : " We shall not, however, 
address you in that spirit of irritation and indignation 
Avhich pervades CÂ ery one in this army, but in the 
tone Avhich should ever characterize the intercourse 

between the ruling parties in a country." After set
ting forth their privations and want of provisions, 
they continue : " And to w ĥom are ŵ e to charge these 
injuries ? Surely to you, as the President of this 
republic ! I t Avas your duty to haÂ e paid particular 
attention to the army; to have inquired out their 
wants, and relieved them. I t Avas surely your duty î 
to have caused provisions, at least, to have been fur
nished, and to have dropped all other matters until 
this was done; and you will not be surprised to learn 
that the indignation and exasperation of the army Is 
now very great at the total failure to pay attention 
to them, and the consequences may be serious if re

dress is not had. And we now require that this army 
be immediately furnished Avith a sufficiency of such 
provisions and clothes as the public may possess or 1 

can be procured In conclusion," they said, "AVC ^ 

repeat to you. General Santa Anna 7nust be safely y. 

i 
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secured, and placed at the disposition of the coming 
Congress." 

On receiving this address the President remon
strated. He reminded the citizens in the field, that 

, "deeds of valor were not alone sufficient to establish 
/ the high character of an enlightened, patriotic, and 
) Christian people—a scrupulous regard to the estab-
\ lished and beneficent principles of morality were 

equally indispensable. Their country had but re
cently aspired to a standing among the nations of the 

I earth; her character, only partially displayed at 
1 home, had not been developed abroad; and much of 
f her future happiness and prosperity depended Upon 

the moral qualities that should be unfolded to the 
\ world in the development of that character. The 

Government of Texas had deliberately entered into a 
treaty with the President, Santa Anna; that treaty 
might or might not be wise ; be it what it might, it 
had been solemnly made, and the good faith of Texas 
A\'as pledged for its consummation. The treaty had 
for its ultimate object a firm peace with Mexico, 
based upon the full recognition of Texan indepen
dence. The price to be paid for a blessing, great in 
the estimation of every good citizen and patriotic sol
dier, was the enlargement of the President, Santa 
Anna, and his restoration to Mexico. 

" I t Avas alleged, that Santa Anna was faithless and 
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uuAvorthy of trust—that he was a prisoner, and inca
pable of treating—and a murderer, that ought to be 
executed. To this he replied that the government liad 

edrtady treated with him, and that he hadperfo7'med, 

and was daily perfoi'7ning, part of his stipulations. 
The treaty having been ratified by executory compli
ance on one part, was irrev^ocably and solemnly binding 
on the other. Besides, the government bellcA^ed that 
Santa Anna's highest political interests would require 
the complete execution of the principal stipulation in 
his part of the treaty. ' Is there any man in Texas 
who does not believe that it is impossible for Mexico 
to subdue this country, and retain it as an integral 
part of the Mexican Republic ? No man In Texas is 
more fully and impressively convinced of the impossi
bility than is the President, Santa Anna. He has 
learned the fact by sore experience, the best possible 
teacher of practical truths. Will he then be faithless 
to his own plain interests, and to the interests of his 
country ? ' 

" It was objected that Santa Anna Avas a murderer, 
and ought to be tried and executed. He (President 
Burnet) had yet to learn the principle of international 
or civil law that would justify the courts, civil or 
military, of one belligerent nation In taking cognizance 
of the official military acts of the opposing com
mander-in-chief. But supposing the right of jurisdic-

4 
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tion to exist, they were debarred from exercising it 
by the military convention agreed upon and ratified 
between General Houston and the Mexican chief, 
before the Government AA'cre apprised of his capture, 
in pursuance of which. General Filisola had agreed 
to evacuate their territory, and had already passed 
the Nueces, and was probably by that time crossing 
the Rio Grande, at the head of 5,000 men." 

In conclusion he objected to having his duties pre
scribed by a7i a7'med force, Avhich, if adopted as a 
precedent, might end in military 7nisrule. 

No doubt there was cause for complaint on the part 
of the troops, for if nothing to eat is not a good cause, 
w^hat can be? But who could remove that cause? 
'Tis strange—but 'tis true—the horse marines did it, 
in this way: Major I. W. Burton, Avith a company 
of Rangers, was commanded to scour the coast from 
Velasco to Copano, and discovering a vessel in the 
bay of Copano, signalled the same to send its boat 
ashore, when, in answer, a boat with five Mexicans 
landed AA ho were immediately captured, and the boat 
manned by sixteen Rangers—these hastened back to 
the vessel, boarded and took it. With this vessel, 
which Avas called the Watchman, loaded with provi
sions for the Mexican army. Major Burton approached 
and captured two others—the Comanche and Fanny 

Butler, both also freighted with provisions, and the 
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three sent into Velasco. Major Burton and his 
Rangers were called horse marines, and by these val
uable cargoes relieved the wants of the troops. 

Gen. Santa Anna, mortified, and no doubt extremely 
troubled at his longer detainment, on the 9th of June 
sent to President Burnet the folloAvIng Protest: 

" I protest against the violation of the faith en
gaged in the agreement made between me and the 
Government of Texas, signed the 14th of May ult. 
and commenced verbally with the general-in-chief of 
the army of Texas, Sam Houston, and T. J. Rusk, 
Secretary of War, 

" 1st. For having been treated more like an ordi
nary criminal than as a prisoner of war, the head of a 
respectable nation, even after the agreements had been 

commenced. 

" 2d. For the treatment as prisoner of war, and 111 
usage received by the Mexican general, Adrian Woll, 
who had come to the Texan camp with a flag of truce, 
under the safeguard and AVord of honor of Gen. Hous
ton, and Avith the consent of the members of the Cabinet. 

" 3d. Against the non-fulfilment of the exchange of 
prisoners, stipulated in the 9th article, inasmuch as, \^ , 
up to the present time, not even one Mexican prisoner /| ^ 
of war has been set at liberty, notwithstanding the 
liberty given to all the Texans in possession of the 
army under my command. 

^*^"*-
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" 4th. Because the sine qua, non of the lOth" aiiicle, 
as follows, has not been carried into effect: AA'hich is, 
that I shall be sent to Vera Cruz ' AA'hen the govern
ment shall deem it proper; ' AA'hereas the President 
himself, and the Cabinet of Texas, being convinced that 
I had punctually fulfilled all my engagements, Adz., 
that the Mexican army, 4,000 strong, should retreat 
from the position it occupied on the Brazos to beyond 
the ' Rio Grande; ' that all the property should be 
given up, also the prisoners of Avar—had determined 
on my embarking iu the Texan schooner of Avar, the In

vincible, in which I finally did embark on the 1st June 
instant, after addressing a short farewell to the Texans, 
wherein I thanked them for their generous behavior, 
and offered my eternal gratitude. 

" 5th. For the act of violence committed on my per
son, and abuse to which I have been exposed, in com
pelling me to come again ashore, on the 4th instant, 
merely because 130 volunteers, under the command of 
General Thomas J. Green, recently landed on the 
beach at Velasco from New Orleans, had, Avith tumults 
and with threats, requested that my person should be 
placed at their disposaL 

" Finally, I protest against the violence kept up 
towards me, by being placed in a narroAV prison, sur
rounded with sentinels, and suffering privations which 
absolutely render life insupportable, or tend to hasten 
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death ; and finally, for being uncertain in regard to 
my future fate, and that of the other prisoners, not-
AAdthstanding a solemn treaty." 

To the protest of Santa Anna, President Burnet 
ansAvered the next day, with " profound mortification," 
and plead the action of tlie army, or the troops at 
Velasco. 

" But," he added, " the causes that have produced 
the constraint under AvhIch the government have acted 
are not unknown to you, and I should regret to believe 
that you were incapable of giving to them a just ap
preciation. The citizens, and the citizen soldiers of 
Texas, have felt, and do feel, a deep, intense, and 
righteous indignation at the many atrocities AvhIch 
have been perpetrated by the troops lately under your 
Excellency's command ; and especially at the barbar
ous massacre of the braA ê Colonel Fannin and his 
gallant companions. HOAV far your Excellency par
ticipated in that abominable and inglorious slaughter 
I am not disposed to conjecture ; but it is both natural 
and true that the people of Texas impute it to your 
Excellency's special command. 

" 1st. I do not precisely comprehend the character 
of the treatment objected to, and would have been 
pleased to haA'e had the specifications. If your Ex
cellency alludes to the accommodations Avhich have 
been assigned to you, I Avould reply that I have cheer-
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fully subjected my OAVU sick family to many hard
ships in order to render to your Excellency the best 
accommodations in our poAver. That Ave are at present 
destitute of the ordinaiy comforts of life is mainly 
attributable to your Excellency's Adsit to our UCAV 

country ; and on this account we feel less regret that 
you should partake of our privations. 

" 2d. Your second protest, relating to the treatment 
experienced by the Mexican general, Adrian Woll, 
iuA'ches some facts Avhich I do sincerely deplore, but 
for AAdiich this government is not strictly responsible. 

" Your Excellency is sensible that Ave haÂ e done all 
in our poAver to guarantee the safe return of Gen. 
Woll to the Mexican camp ; but our orders have been 
contraA'cned by the commander of the Texan army, at 
a remote distance from the seat of government. The 
reasons that have actuated that officer haAC not been 
fully detailed to us; but we are informed that they 
are predicated on some alleged imprudences of Gen. 
Woll, Avhose good discretion, Ave know, has not been 
A'ery conspicuously manifested during his stay amongst 
us. 

"3d. The third article of your protest is 'against 

the non-fulfilment of the exchange of prisoners stipu

lated in the ninth article, inasmuch as, up to the 

present time, not one Mexican prisoner of Avar has 

been set at liberty, notAvithstanding the liberty given 
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to all the Texans in possession of the army under my 

command.' 

"Your Excellency seems to have a more minute 
intelligence on this subject than has come to ray 
knoAvledge; for I have no official information of a 
single Texan prisoner having been given up under the 
treaty. Some of the intended Adctlms, the compan
ions of the murdered Fannin, have happily effected 
their escape, and safely arrived amongst us; but these 
cannot be considered as liberated in the sense of the 
treaty; w^hereas, this government has gratuitously 
discharged several Mexican captives, and defrayed 
their expenses to New Orleans, the destination which 
they solicited. 

" 4th. The fourth clause of your Excellency's protest 
has been antecedently ansAvered in part. Your Ex
cellency's recollection has betrayed you into an error, 
Avhen you say, ' the President himself, and the Cabinet 
of Texas, being convinced that I had punctually ful- (| ^^ iu 
filled all my engagements,' etc. 

" This government Avere convinced that your Excel
lency had complied with some of your stipulations, 
and this conviction aggravates the mortification AÂhich 
the late events have inflicted upon them. But they J 
were not informed that ' all the property had been 
given u p ; or that any of the prisoners had l)een re
stored, as your Excellency erroneously imagines. On 
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the contrary, we Avere advised that large herds of 
cattle had been driven in advance of the retreating 
army; and that a fcAv only of the slaves that had been 
abducted were returned. 

" I t is due to your Excellency to say, that the 
government confidently believed that these restora
tions Avould be effected as early as a proper con-
A^enience Avould admit. But I am induced to advert 
to another fact, in relation to AvhIch it AA'̂ ould be diffi
cult to extend the same charitable exculpation to the 
officers of the Mexican army. It has been reported 
that the Avails of the Alamo at Bexar haA'e been pros
trated, and that the valuable brass artillery attached 
to that fortress liaA ê been melted doAvn and destroyed. 

" There were many painful, and pleasing, and glo
rious reminiscences connected with that Alamo, AvhIch 
renders its wanton dilapidation peculiarly odious to 
every Texan spirit; and your Excellency needs not to 
be informed that the destruction of it Avas an infrac
tion of the armistice, and a A delation of the treaty. 

"5th. In reply to your Excellency's fifth protesta
tion, I remark, that the painful circumstances AAhlch 
induced the government to direct your debarkation 
have already been adA^erted to in a spirit of frankness 
and of self-humiliation, Avhich a consciousness of error 
alone could extort. I t were superfiuous to repeat the 

causes which induced this Government to vary its dis-
14 



314 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

cretion in regard to the time they should deem the 
departure of your Excellency to be proper. I am not 
sensible of any act of ' violence and abuse' to AAdiich 
you Avere exposed, that Avas not necessarily concomi
tant on your return to shore. 

" To your final protest I reply, that while you are a 
prisoner ordinaiy precautions are inevitable. I have 
not been apprised of anything more; and your priva
tions (as alleged) are those Ave suffer ourselves." 

For being uncei'tain in regard to my futu7^e fate! 

Poor wretch ! no doubt he was sincere in his protest, 
and iua7ited to go home. 

But no man can put of the law of God Avhich per
vades the universe, and rcAvards or punishes every 
human action, making it foolish to do evil, and wise 

to do good. 

Well might he exclaim, in the language of the 
poet: 

" That high All-seer, which I dallied with. 

Hath turned my feigned prayer on my head, 

And given in earnest what I begg'd in jest. 

Thus doth He force the swords of wicked men 

TO turn their own points on their masters' bosoms." 

And thus a knowledsce of the law of retribution 

should ever stay the evil-doers' hands, for 

" Our acts our angels are, or good or ill. 

Our fatal shadows that walk by us still.'" 

! 

_3^J 



CHAPTER XL 

The Policy of the United States towards Texas.—Instructions to tho Dis

trict-Attorneys.—Sympathy of the people for Texans.—Austin's great 

success and letter to Houston.—Henry Clay speaks of Texas and San 

Jacinto.—Resolutions pass Congress, and Morfitsentto Texas.—Goras-

tiza and President Jackson.—Urrea supersedes Filisola in command 

of the Mexican army.—Santa Anna aud Austin.—Efforts for Peace.— 

The Army.—Lamar appointed Major-General.—His Rejection by the 

Army. 

r r i H E government at Washington, D.C., gaÂ e no en-
- ^ couragement to the Texas revolutionists. Soon 

after the battle of Gonzales, the administration, at the 
instance of the Mexican representative at Washington, 
caused letters to be written and sent to the United 
States District-Attorneys on the frontier and Gulf 
coast, instructing them, as far as they could legally, 
to enforce the existing treaty AvIth j\Iexico, and give 
neither aid nor comfort to her rebellious colonists. 

But these colonists Avent from the United States to 
settle Texas, and left fathers, mothers, brothers, and 
sisters behind them, Avho listened Avith eagerness for 
iieAvs from their loved ones who Avere struggling for 
their UCAV homes against such tremendous odds. 

Austin and his associate commissioners Avere among 
them and spoke winged Avords that went home to 
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their hearts, and brought forth tears from their eyes, 
and fruits—aid and comfort-r—to their needy kin-
folks. 

Yoakum says: " General Austin was particularly 
successful; his long services in Texas, and his known 
truthfulness and simplicity of character, gave great 
weight to what he said. Though not an orator, he 
spoke wdth clearness and judgment, and enforced his 
positions with facts that were irresistible. His ad
dress at Louisville, which was widely published, pre
sented the claims of Texas upon the civilized world 
for sympathy and aid in such manner as to bring her 
both." " Austin is doing wonders among us for his 
country," says a sensible writer of Virginia; " he is a 
Franklin in patience and prudence." 

Edward Conrad, another agent, wrote from New 
Orleans, April 30th, to Gen. Houston : 

"News received here from every part of the United 
States is very cheering. The cruelty of the Mexi
cans and their disgraceful treachery have caused a 
general burst of indignation from North and South. 
Fifty men leave here to-day by way of Galveston. . 
General Felix Huston leaves Natchez, on the 5th of 
May next, with from 500 to 700 men. He will 
be accompanied by Rezin P. Bowie, brother of Colonel 
Bowie who fell in the Alamo. They will march 
through lower Louisiana, directly to Harrisburg, or 

.<a 
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wherever your headquarters may be established. 
Fifty men have left Philadelphia; and, by the latest 
papers, I see that a county and town meeting has been 
called for the relief of Texas. A meetinor has also 
been called in Baltimore. Men are gathering in Ten
nessee and Kentucky; and, in short, in CÂ ery part of 
the L^nlted States the barbarity of the enemy has 
harroAved up the hearts of all Americans, and a storm 
is gathering, the thunders of Avhich v̂ dll reach the 
centre of Mexico. The Avhole American press is in 
our favor. . . . In case our arms are successful, I hope 
our soldiers AAdll not allow their passions to urge them 
to acts of barbarity, and thus deprive us of the im
mense moral strength Ave UOAV possess in the sympathy 
and respect of all civilized men. Such acts, on the 
part of the ^.lexicans, haA'e injured them more than our 
arms could haA'e done; and retaliation on our part, I 
fear, would be equally fatal to Texas. I am happy 
in assuring you that you possess many warm friends 
in the United States, and that the prudent course you 
haA'e pui'sued has inspired universal confidence as to 
the eventual result of the Avar. I t is sincerely wdshed 
that a doubtful engagement will not be risked by you, 
as a very short time must give you force enough to 
place the contest beyond hazard." 

This letter was written before the writer had heard 
of the Tudxans'feast of blood at San Jacinto. 



3 1 8 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

On the 18th of June, Mr. Austin Avrote from New 
Orleans to Gen. Houston: 

" I shall do all I can to procure the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, on just and fair princi
ples The first step is a recognition of our 

independence; that done, the way is clear and open. 
If official reports in manuscript of all the principal 
facts in regard to the political and military state of 
things in Texas had been sent by the executive govern
ment of Texas to their agents at Washington, I could 
now have had the recognition of our independence to 
take home. Nothing but the Avant of such official docu

ments was wanted when I left Washington. I believe 
that a report from you. signed by yourself, would have 
been fully sufficient. There Avere no accounts of the 
battle of San Jacinto, except those in the newspapers. 

" I am of opinion that oui* independence AAdll be 
acknowledged, and that Texas wdll be admitted into 
these United States if they are regularly asked for." 

On the 18th June, the great American orator, 
Henry Clay, chairman of the Senate's Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported favorably to the recog
nition of the independence of Texas, so soon as it 

slioidd appear that she had m '''• siiccessful operation, a 

civil government, capable of perfor7ning and fulfilling 

the obligations of an indep)endentpoiver." 

Speaking of the military struggle, he said: 
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"I f the contest has been unequal, it has, ueA^erthe-
less, been maintained bA' Texas AAdth uncommon res<̂ -
lutlon, undaunted valor, and eminent success: and 
the recent splendid victory—In which that portion of 
the Mexican army Avhich Avas commanded by Gen. 
Santa Anna, the President of the Mexican Govern
ment, in person, Avas entirely OA'erthroAvn Avith unex
ampled slaughter, compared Avith the inconsiderable 
loss on the other side, put to flight and captured, in
cluding among the prisoners the President himself and 
staff—may be considered as decisive of the independ
ence of Texas." 

Mr. Clay's report Avas adopted, and resolutions 
passed both houses of Congress, under AA'hich Presi
dent Jackson appointed Mr. Morfit commissioner to 
visit Texas, and report on its situation, population, and 
resources. 

The Indians about this time becoming troublesome, 
the President ordered Gen. E. P. Gaines to attend to 
tliem. 

When informing the Mexicans of this, he said: 
" I t is my duty to preserA'e neutrality; and with 

that vicAV I have ordered Gen. Gaines to a position 
favorable to a speedy execution of the boundary treaty, 
and to prevent interference AvIth the Indians." 

When the subject of Texas Avas alluded to, and the 
710-prisoner policy of Santa Anna censm'cd l)y Old 
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Hickory, Gorostiza alleged that it Avas necessary to 
the consolidation of the dictator's liberal policy that 
rebel blood should be sacrificed. Jackson replied 
that it was a sacrifice of American blood. "True, 
your Excellency," said the minister, "but among the 
candidates for land, we could not discriminate." 
" Well, well," answered the President, " Santa Anna, 
and all others, will find such immolations very un
savory and indigestible." 

Never did the hero of Chalmette say truer words. 
Even the instruments of Santa Anna's cruelty shud
dered at the execution of his decrees. 

But Mexico still tenaciously clung to the idea of 
subjugating Texas. Filisola was superseded by the 
conqueror of Goliad, Gen. Urrea, who concentrated 
at Matamoras, in July, 4,000 troops. 

But the poor children of Montezuma had no leader 
nor master-spirit to preside in their council. 

Their house was divided, and, in the absence of their 
President-General, one of the people published a 
pamphlet, entitled. THE TRIAL OF SANTA ANNA, in 
which that distinguished individual is thus truthfully 
described: 

" Don Antonio, like Icarus, in attempting to soar 
too high, was precipitated into the abyss below. We 
Avould ask, who is this protector of religion? A man 
loaded Avith vice in all its forms. The particular 
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attribute of religion is charity; it knows not hoAv to 
cause evil or pain to any one. Nevertheless, Don An
tonio has shown himself vicious by instinct! He rose 
successively against Iturbide, Victoria, Bustamente, 
and Gomez Farias: no commotion occurred in AAdiich 
he did not take an active part. His aim was ahvays 
disorder, and for no other purpose than the satisfac
tion of disturbing the public tranquillity. We have 
seen him at one time for the Yorkists, and at another 
for the Scotch. . . . The pretensions of this monster 
have caused the death of many citizens at Vera Cruz, 
Tolom^, Oajaca, El Palmar, Puebla, Posados, Casa 
Blanca, Otumba, Queretaro, Guanajuato, San Luis, 
Los Carmelos, Zacatecas, etc. At the time of the 
presumptuous campaign of Tampico, he put to death, 
without any cause, a number of Mexicans; and now, 
in Texas, he has given cause to horrible reprisals by his 
inhuman conduct. If it AÂere possible to pile one upon 
the other the bodies of the dead whose untimely end 
has been promoted by Gen. Santa x\nna, they Avould 
doubtless form a mountain higher than that of Popo
catepetl !—and we Avould s^y to his flatterers, ^Behold 

a 7no7i7iment erected to humanity a7id the protector of 

religion !''" 

But bad as he was, Urrea and his Mexicans could 
do nothing Avithout him. 

According to Yoakum: 
14* 
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" Gen. Austin returned to Texas in the first davs of 
July, and visited Santa Anna in Columbia (AAdilther 
the latter had been taken). The prisoner now made 
another effort toAvard an adjustment of the difficulties 
between the two countries. He proposed to Austin 
the friendly mediation of the Government of the 
United States, and, with that view, addressed a letter 
to President Jackson. In this communication, after 
giving a pretty correct sketch of recent events, he 
stated that the home government of Mexico, not 
understanding matters, had displaced Filisola, and 
appointed Urrea to the command of the army, Avho 
had advanced, as Avas understood, as far as the Nueces, 
which had increased the excitement of the public mind 
in Texas, and the chance of further bloodshed, unless 
some powerful hand Avould interpose and cause the 
voice of reason to be heard; that in his opinion 
Jackson was the only man who could do good to 
humanity by acting as mediator In having the treaties 
carried out. He accordingly called upon him to act as 
such. At the same time he wrote a letter to Urrea, and 
gave It as his opinion that the Avar should at once 
cease, and that the existing differences should be s 't-
tled by diplomacy; that Urrea should halt at some con
venient place, and proceed no farther; " and then," con
tinued Santa Anna," I have not the least doubt that -o 
soon as you officially say to the Texan commander that. 
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' SO soon as my person will be in absolute liberty to join 
you, then you will retreat beyond the Rio Grande, 
and cease hostilities,' I shall effect my departure to 
join you, and proceed on my way to the capital." He 
further stated to Urrea that he need not regard the 
orders sent from Mexico; for that, as soon as he re
ceived his liberty and reached the capital, he would 
hold him harmless. 

However, the Mexican Government had already 
notified the United States that the functions of their 
President-General were suspended, but President 
Jackson wrote to Santa Anna, that he very much de
sired peace betAÂ een Mexico and Texas, and Avhen 
Mexico desired it, the good offices of the United 
States should be devoted to a restoration of it. 

In July, the army of Texas had increased to 2,300 
soldiers, Avho were anxious for battle and burning for 
distinction. 

They had come to gain glory and renown, as the 
poet hath i t : 

" Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 

Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel, 

Seeking the bubble reputation 

Even in the cannon's mouth." 

They had come for business, but there was nothing 

to do. 
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The army was 

" As idle as a painted ship 
Upon a painted ocean." 

However, President Burnet, seeing their want of 
business, sent them a nut to crack. 

About the, 1st of July, 1836, he appointed Gen. 
Miraheau B. Laina/r, then Secretary of War, Major-
General of the army, and his arrival at head-quarters, 
and introduction to office is thus described by Gen. 
Felix Houston: 

" I arrived at the army on the 4th of July. I had 
no acquaintance with General Rusk, or any of the 
officers, except Adjutant-General Smith, Colonel Mil
lard, and Captains Millroy and Wiggington, all of 
whom I had known but a day or two. I mention 
this to show that I was detached from the intrigues 
of the army, even were I capable of entering into the 
disgraceful contests for office, which are so often the 
bane of order and discipline. 

" A fCAV hours after my arrival I was waited on by 
an officer, who requested me to act as chairman of a 
meeting of officers convened for the purpose of de
termining on the reception of General Lamar. I ac
cepted the appointment. At the meeting many sug
gestions were made, and I obtained much information 
that was UCAV to me. All present appeared to esti-

< 

\ 

\ 
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mate General Lamar highly, but Avere disposed to re
ject him as commander-in-chief, upon the grounds that 
the Cabinet had no right to supersede General Sam 
Houston, and because they Avould not consent to the 
destruction of General Rusk, which they deemed to 
be the object of the Cabinet in making the appoint
ment. Seeing the disposition of the officers, and hav
ing a high opinion of General Lamar from character, 
I suggested the propriety of appointing a committee 
to draft resolutions, as respectful as possible to him. 
The suggestion Avas adopted, and I was added to the 
committee. When the committee met, I exerted my 
influence to have the resolutions so drawn that Gen
eral Lamar's feelings should not be w^ounded; that 
he should see that the objections to his appointment 
Avere not personal to him, but that, on the contrary, 
all the officers esteemed him highly. The committee 
adopted my plan General Rusk had no con
nection whatever with the meeting or resolutions.* 

" When I ascertained that General Lamar was ap
proaching the camp, I sent two officers to Avait on 

* ' ' Resolved, That this meeting highly appreciate the gallantry and worth 

of General Lamar, and will be at all times ready to receive him with the 

cordiality and respect due to his personal and military acquirements. 

'•'•Resolved, That Colonel B. F. Smith and Colonel H. Millard be appointed 

a committee to wait on General Lemar, and tender him the respects of thia 

meeting, and inform him that there being some question of the propriety 
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him with the resolutions. Previous to their starting, 
General Rusk had ordered the usual salutes to be 
fired for his reception. On their returning and in
forming me that General Lamar acceded to the pro
position, I countermanded the order for firing the 
salutes, without consulting General Rusk. When 
General Lamar arrived in camp, he was cordially re
ceived ; and I hoped he would consult Avith the offi-
cers, and that the matter might be amicably settled: 
but I soon understood that he determined to lay the 
subject of his reception before the whole army, and 
take their vote. Accordingly, at his request, the 
army were paraded in the evening by General Rusk. 
A'tei the square Avas formed. General Rusk presented 
him to the army in almost these Avords: " FelloAV-
soldiers, I have the honor to present to you Major-
General Lamar, appointed by the Cabinet." General 
Lamar then addressed the army, and recounted his 
deeds in a glowing form. He stated that he had 
fought In the ranks, etc.; that he was about returning 
to the United States Avhen the late UCAVS of the re
turning enemy—the Mexicans—reached'him; that he 

of his appointment by the President as major-general of the Texan army, by 

which he is directed to assume the chief command of the army, he is re

quested by the officers present not to act in his official capacity of major-

general untU the subject may be more maturely considered by the meeting 

of the officers of the army." 

i 

A -
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immediately determined to return to the army, when 
the Cabinet, unsolicited by him, had conferred on him 
the office of commanderdn-chief; that, on his arrival 
in camp, he had learned that there were some objec
tions, by some of the army, to his appointment; that 
he was not ambitious of the office—he did not desire 
to wear tinsel on his shoulders; that the voice of 
man made generals, but God made heroes, etc. And 
he repeatedly stated that if his appointment was not 
acceptable to the army, he would cheerfully go into 
the ranks and fight by their sides, and lead the van 
to victory, guided by the flash of his sword. 

" From some remarks made b}^ General Lamar, 
General Green appeared to think that some allusion 
was made to him ! and he addressed the army in a 
short manner, stating that he thought that General 
Sam Llouston was the proper commander-in-chief; 
and he said something about the impropriety of the 
Cabinet making the appointment over the head of 
General Rusk, who had the confidence of the army 
and the people. General Lamar replied. In an excited 
manner, that he did not disclaim the desire of being 
commander-in-chief; and made some remarks about 
some letters of General Rusk to the Cabinet, request
ing a major-general to be appointed. 

" After General Lamar concluded. General Rusk 
addressed the meeting, and complained that, Avhen 
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the army was reduced to 300 or 400 men, when 
it Avas dispirited by the loathsome office of gab 
lanting a defeated enemy from the country, etc., he 
had AVidtten to the President, advising the appoint
ment of a major-general, that the army should be in
creased, as the Mexicans were retiring, induced by 
their pay, and that the Avar was not at an end, etc. 
He said that his expectation then was to visit his 
family and to attend to his private affairs ; but that, 
when the enemy were expected to return in force, 
when the army was increasing rapidly, and when it 
would be disgraceful for him to adandon his post, 
his letters, Avritten under different circumstances, were 
used as the pretext for making the appointment, ^ 
etc. I 

"After these speeches, there Avere a great many ' 
calls by the troops—a few ' Lamar !' a number T 
' Busk ! ' and a great number ' Houston !' Some few 
called out particularly for me. I advanced, and 
stated that I Avas aAvare that the great mass of the 
calls for ' Hottston ' were intended for Sam Houston, 
the true ' commanderdn-chief;' that I had no preten
sions to the command, and, in a jocund manner, ob
served that the only gauntlet thrown which I would 
take up Avas the remark of one of the generals, that 
he Avould lead the van—that, so long as my name was 
Felix Houston, I would lead the van. 
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"Thus ended the speeches. After a little delay 
and some confusion, I applied to General Lamar, and 
asked him how he would have the question put; and 
told him I would put it to the army as he desired. 
He then stated the question, ' Were the army willing 
to receive him as commander-in-chief ?' I ordered 
silence, and stationed tAvo officers for the voters to 
form on, and put the question in these words: ' Those 
who are in favor of receiving General Lamar as com
mander-in-chief of the army will form on Major 
Ward, stationed on my right; and those opposed to 
receiving General Lamar as commander-in-chief of the 
army will form on Colonel Morehouse, stationed on 
my left.' When I stated the question, Major Handy, 
actino; as aide to General Lamar, observed that he did 
not think the question Avas stated as General Lamar 
desired. I requested him to see General Lamar. He 
did so, and said that I was right. At that time 
another gentleman rode up, and said to me that Gen
eral Lamar did not knoAV Avhether it was understood 
in his speech that he would only hold the appoint
ment temporarily, until the arrival of General Sam 
Houston, and wished I would so state, AA'hich I did, 
turning to the different parts of the army, repeating 
his request, and the question, and asking if they all 
understood me. I then gave the word ^ March !"* 

The tellers whom I had appointed reported 179 votes 

«Bta 
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for General Lamar; and as there appeared about 
1,500 votes against him, I stated it AA'"as not worth 
Avhile to count them. 

" On the next day I Avas informed Lamar intended 
to insist on the command. I Avaited on him, in com
pany Avith General Green. In the course of the con-
A'ersation, General Lamar stated that General Sam 
Houston, by leaving Texas, had forfeited his station 
as commanderdn-chief. General Green stated that he 
understood that he Avas absent on a furlough for 
three months. General Lamar said he Avas not aAvare 
of such being the case; and if so, he Avould have 
known it, as he Avas Secretary of War AA'hen General 
Sam Houston left. During the next day I under
stood that General Lamar had commenced acting^ as 
commander-in-chief, and had signed a furlough under 
that title. The camp was in great agitation : many 
persons commenced leaving it. I felt great uneasi
ness, and expressed a fear that serious difficulties 
might take place. This state of affairs lasted till 
General Lamar had a meeting of the officers called. 
He addressed them, and I understood him to refer it 
to them whether he should resign or not. After a 
pause, and some remarks of General Green and Major 
Miller, he sio^nified his intention to retire. On the 
next day he left the army." 

It can be readily imagined that such scenes as this 

{ 

I 
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should cause men of genius, learning, and honor to 

despair of Texas and to withdraAv from her army, for 

they had been taught in their youth: 

*' Fling away ambition ! 

By that sin fell the angels— 

Love thyself last! 

still in thy right hand carry gentle peace, • 

To silence envious tongues : be just and fear not. ', 

Let all the ends tliou aim'st at be thy country's, ; 

Thy Ood^s, and truth's!'" 1 ' 



O ' 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Mexicans threaten Invasion.—Tlie project of invading Mexico.—Houston 

opposes it.—Is elected President.—Santa Anna liberated and sent to 

Washington, D.C., and thence to Mexico.—His two letters.—Charles 

Compte de FarnesS, and his plan.—Poverty of Texas.—Scrip and Im

pressment.—Gov. McDufiie on Texas.—The President's Message.— 

Death of Zavala and Austin. 

n n H E Mexican army remained inactive in Mata-
moras for months. Urrea was not supplied 

with the necessary appliances and means for the sub
jugation of Texas, so he moved not, AvhIle his com
mander-in-chief. General BraA^o, at San Luis Potosi, by 
proclamation, thus abused the abominable Texans: 

" Since the grand work of our independence was 
achicA^ed," said the general, " our country never called 
upon its worthy sons in defence of a more sacred 

^cause, nor to sustain a more just war. In that Texas, 
AÂ here there should only be found people friendly to ^ 
the Mexicans, and grateful for the generous hospi- j 
tality granted to them, you but meet Avith hordes of 
insolent adventurers, Avho, AÂhen our usurped lands 
are claimed from them, ansAver by raising the savage 
cry of Avar. A trifling success, which must be attrib
uted to the contempt wdth which they Avere looked 
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upon, and by no means to their own prowess, has 
filled them with vainglory." 

The Mexicans not coming to Texas, it was proposed 
in the Texan army for the Texans to go to Mexico, 
but this was opposed by General Houston, AA'ho, in 
July, returned from New Orleans to Nacogdoches, to 
AvhIch place Gen. E. P. Gaines had ordered CoL 
Whistler with a portion of his regiment (including 
Lieut. R. E. Lee, afterAvards distinguished as the 
great Confederate General), in order to look after the 
Indians. 

Gen. Gaines was a friend of Texas, and not only by 
words, but in writing to that gentleman thus approved 
the policy of Gen. Houston: 

" Your views, urging the propriety of concentration 
Avithin supporting distance of the settled parts of 
Texas, and pointing out the inevitable and Avorse than 
useless risk of operations upon Matamoras, or upon 
any other part of your western frontier, without a 
superiority of naval force, evince an extent and a 
justness of reflection, com23rehension, forecast, and 
military mind, which, if sustained, cannot but in
sure triumph—complete triumph—to the cause of 
Texas." 

So the projected invasion of Mexico fell through ; 
in the meanwhile the army took up the case of the 
President-General, who, in July, through the assistance 
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of Bartholomew Pages instigated by the Mexican con
sul at New Orleans, had attempted to escape. 

A majority of the army favored his trial by a court-
martial, and CÂ en sent after the august criminal to put 
him on trial, but when the officer and his company 
sent after him aridved at Columbia, Avhither Santa 
Anna had been removed from Velasco, he met the 
written protest of Gen. Houston. 

Yoakum says: " The protest only reached Captain 
Patton, AA ho had the captive in charge, in time to 
prevent his removal. Captain J. H. Sheppard, the 
bearer of the document, says the pleasant change of 
affairs filled Santa Anna with joy, and he embraced 
him as one AA'ho had saved his life." 

Hearing of this affair, President Jackson, on the 4th 
of September, wrote to Gen. Houston: " I take the lib
erty of offeidng a remark or two upon a report which 
is current here, that Santa Anna is to be brought 
before a military court, to be tried and shot. Nothing 
now could tarnish the character of Texas more than 
such an act as this. Sound policy as well as humanity 
approved of the counsels which spared him his life. 
I t gave possession of Goliad and the Alamo without 
blood, or the loss of any portion of your army. His 
person is still of much consequence to you. He Is the 
pride of Mexican soldiers, and the favorite of the 
priesthood. While he is in your power, the difficulties 
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of your enemy in raising another army will continue 
to be great. The soldiers of Mexico will not willingly 
march into Texas when they knoAV that their advance 
may cost their favorite general his life. Let not his 
blood be shed, unless imperious necessity demands it 
as a retaliation for future Mexican massacres. Both 
wisdom and humanity enjoin this course in relation to 
Santa Anna." 

Gen. Gaines, Avhose big heart was enthused in the 
cause of Texas, had, on the 3d of August, more than 
a month anterior, written to GQTA. Houston as follows : 

" No Inconsiderable portion of your fame, resulting 
from your late campaign, the great victory of San 
Jacinto, will be found in the magnanimity and moral 
courage displayed by you in preserving the lives of 
your prisoners, and more especially the life of Presi
dent Santa Anna, w^hen taken in connection with the 
great provocation given in his previous conduct at the 
Alamo and at Goliad. The Government and infant 
Republic of Texas will derive imperishable fame from 
their and your forbearance and humanity in this case. 
All civilized and enlightened men, in all time and 
geographical space, will unite in filling the measure 
of glory and honor due for such magnanimity, for
bearance, and humanity." 

On the 23d of July, 1836, an election was ordered 
by the Provisional Government, to take place on the 
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first Monday of September, in all the counties of the 
Republic, for President, Vice-President, and members 
of Congress, under the 7ieio Co7istitutio7i, and the 
Government elected AÂere ordered to meet on the first 
Monday in October for inauguration at Columbia. 

Ex-Governor Smith, Gens. Lamar, Austin, and 
Houston Avere candidates. 

The latter thus explains AÂhy he became a candi
date : " After the capture of Santa Anna," says he, 
" I was compelled to go to New Orleans, in the 
month of May, for surgical as Avell as medical aid. 
On my arrh'al, I met a number of Texans there, and 
they requested me to become a candidate for the 
presidency. This I positively refused to do. From 
that time up to within fourteen da}"s of the election^ / 
I refused to let my name be used, nor AA'ould I, if 
elected, consent to serve in the office. General Austin 
and Governor Smith w êre the candidates, and with 
these gentlemen my relations were most kind. It Avas 
not a desire to obtain the office of president AvhIch 
ultimately caused me to let my name be used; but 
there Avere two parties in Texas, AA'hich Avere knoAvn 
as the ^Austin'' and ^Wharton'' parties. I intend no 
disparagement to either of the distinguished gentle
men or either of their friends, but it is necessary thus 
to describe the condition of the political elements 
then in Texas. Governor Smith was the ostensible 

1 
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head of the ' Wharton ' party. So far as I could 
judge, the parties were pretty equally balanced. In 
this posture of affairs, I was firmly impressed AvIth a 
belief that, if either of the gentlemen should be 
elected, it would be next to impossible to organize and 
sustain a government; as, Avhoever he might be, he 
would be compelled to fill all the offices Avith his own 
friends, and those of opposite feelings Avould, of 
course, oppose the administration, which, in the then 
condition of the country, could only be sustained by 
the united efforts of the community. Not being 
identified with either of the parties, I believed I 
would be enabled so to consolidate the influence of 
both, by harmonizing them, as to form an administra
tion which would triumph over all the difficulties 
attendant upon the outset of the constitutional Gov
ernment of Texas." 

Gens. Houston and Lamar were elected President 
and Vice-President of the Republic, and w'cre in
stalled into office on the 22d of October, 1836, the 
Congress, however, had assembled on the 3d of the 
same month. 

They both made appropriate inaugural addresses to 

the Congress, for they were both excellent speakers. 
In learning no doubt Gen. Lamar Avas greatly Gen. 

Houston's superior, but in personal appearance, grace, 

and dignity of manners which tend powerfully ad 
15 
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capta7idum vulgus. Gen. Houston greatly excelled 
Lamar. 

He delivered his inaugural with his sword on, but 
at its close he took it off and with memorable so
lemnity, handed it to the Speaker, saying: " It now 
becomes my duty to make a presentation of this 
sAvord, the emblem of my past office. I have worn it 
with some humble pretensions in defence of my 
country; and should the danger of my country again 
call for my services, I expect to resume it, and re
spond to that call, if needful, with my blood and my 
life." 

Stephen F. Austin was appointed Secretary of State; 
Henry Smith, Treasurer; Gen. Rusk was taken into 
the new Cabinet; and Felix Huston succeeded to the I 
command of the army. 

And thus Texas began to figu7^e as a State—not of 
the Mexican Union, but as one of the nations of the 
earth. 

Soon the old municipalities were organized into 
Counties and Precincts. District Courts, County 
Courts, and Justices' Courts were established. Judges, 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and constables succeeded 
the political chiefs, alcaldes, com in andantes, etc., of 
the olden time, while the common law of England 
was adopted as the law of the land in all criminal 
cases, and partially in civil proceedings. 

i 
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The old toAvn of Viesca was renamed Milam, 

Houston was founded, and the steamers of Charles 
Morgan made regular trips fi'om New Orleans to the 
Texas ports. 

But the President-General still lingered in durance 
vile, yet cheered AvIth the hope of once more revellyig 
in the far-distant HALLS OF MONTEZUMA. Soon after 
handing the Speaker of the House his sabre, as before 
stated. President Houston visited the self-styled 
Napoleon of the West in his prison at Orazimba, and 
consoled him in his sore distress, no doubt promising, 
so soon as the troubled waters subsided, to rescue him 
from those ba7'ba7'ians who sought his blood, as the 
only worthy sacrifice they could make to the manes 

of the immortal heroes of the Alamo, and the loved 
but lost at Goliad. 

What transpired between " the hero of San Ja

cinto " and ''Hhe Napoleon of the West" is not left to 
conjecture, and as it is good evidence to convict the 
wily Mexican of using more highly wrought and deli
cately polished hyperboles than that gay and festive 

but reverend gentleman, H. W. B , a letter 
written by Gen. Santa Anna on the eve of his libera
tion to President Houston is here inserted: 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

"ORAZIMBA, November ^, 1836. 

" To His Excellency General SA:M HOUSTON. 

" M Y ESTEEMED SIR : Through the channel of your 
commissioners, and by my conversation AvIth you on 
the 2d instant, I have manifested to you the import
ance of my visit to Washington City, to adopt the 
most effectual mode of terminating the Texan ques
tion ; and, as time is passing, without any definite 
action, when it is most precious, I am desirous that 
you, who are so deeply interested in the welfare of 
this country, should expedite the final determina
tion of this question—using, if you should deem it 
advisable, the following reasons : 

" When the treaty of the 14th of May was entered 
into, it Avas based upon the principle that Texas 
should form an independent nation, and should ac
quire a legal existence by means of the acknowledg
ment of Mexico. But, as that basis has been changed 
by the recent declaration of the people of Texas in 
favor of annexation to the United States of the North, 'L 

it appears to me that, by this declaration, the question 
is much simplified ; because, in future, it will apper
tain to the Cabinet at Washington to regulate this 
matter, and AvIth Avhom Mexico AVIII not hesitate to 
enter into explanations, as a definite treaty is desired. 

" The mode of effecting this important object, Avith-
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out loss of time, is what I hope to attain by my con
ference wdth the Cabinet at Washington, at the same 
time conciliating all interests. Convinced as I am 
that Texas will never reunite Avith Mexico, I am de
sirous, on my part, to improve the advantages which 
may offer, and avoid the sacrifices which Avill occur 
should an imprudent attempt be made to reconquer 
this countiy, Avhich has hitherto proved more detri
mental than beneficial: consequently reducing the 
Texan question to this single point—the regulation of 

the limits betiveen the United States a7id Mexico, 

AAdiich, you are aware, has been pending many years, 
and may be fixed at the Nueces, del Norte, or any 
other boundary, as may be decided on at Washington. 
Thus, disagreeable discussions, which might delay the 
definite termination of this question, or cause a differ
ence betAveen tAVO friendly nations AVIII be avoided. 

"This, in substance, is a plain, safe, and speedy mode 
of terminating this important matter; and, as all are 
interested, it becomes necessary that you facilitate my 
journey to Washington Avith the least possible delay. 

" In regard to the stipulation in the secret treaty, 
that my journey should be direct to Vera Cruz, there 
A\dll be no surprise AÂhen the reasons AA'hy I first go to 
Washington City are known; and, should I be sent 
the latter route, I would like that Messrs. Hockley, 
Patton, and Bee, should accompany me. Should it 
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meet your approbation, you can commission them for 
that purpose. 

" I conclude by repeating to you AA'hat I have said, 
both verbally and in writing—that my name, already 
knoAvn to the world, shall not be tarnished by any 
unworthy action. Gratitude is my characteristic : so 
you wdll have nothing, on your part, to repent. To 
you I OAve my existence,, and many favors of AA'hich I 
am deeply impressed; and these I will endeavor to 
reciprocate as they so justly deserve. 

" I have the honor to remain 

" Your most obedient servant, 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

"P.S.—If you have no use for General Jack
son's letter, I will thank you to return it by Major 
Patton. 

"L . DE Ŝ -̂ ANNA." 

Messrs. Hockley, Patton, and Bee, did accompany 
Santa Anna to Washington City, where they arrived 
on the 17th of January, 1837. 

President Jackson received the President-General 
kindly, dined him, and had several priv^ate interviews 
AvIth him, and after nine days' entertainment sent him 
home by a ship of Avar, the Pioneer. 

Upon arriving in Mexico on the 20th of February, 
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1837, Santa Anna forthAvith wrote to the Minister of 

War, thus: 

" The pleasure I feel in again treading upon my 

native land, after the many outrages and tribulations 
I have endured; that pleasure, I say, was consider
ably diminished Avhen I was informed that there Avere 
some indlAdduals believing my disgrace Avas so much 
the greater because I had betrayed my country and 
compromised her independence. What ! betray an 
object so dear to my heart? I who have so often 
fought to preserve her inviolable ! Would it not be 
better that I should perish in the midst of my enemies 
than that I should be the mark of so serious and unjust 
an accusation coming fi'om my own fellow-country
men ? In this case, as well as in many others, I haA ê 
been the victim of calumny, and, in order to place my
self beyond the poAver of those charges, I should pro
test to your Excellency, and in the face of the entire 
Avorld, that I obtained my liberty without subscribing 
to any conditions Avhatever; that either before or 
since that conjuncture I have not made Avith any one, 
let him be Avho he may, any contract that might bring 
reproach upon the national independence or honor, or 
place in jeopardy the integrity of the territory ; that 
I accordingly could have given no guarantees AA'hat-
ever to any indivddual or government relative to those 
pretended stipulations; and before consenting, either 
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willingly or th7'ough fo7xe, to any such conditions, I 

would have suffered a thousand deaths before subscrib

ing to sucJi tei^ms. 

" Your Excellency will be pleased to make known 
all these facts to the President ad interim, and to fe
licitate him on account of the peace which reigns 
throughout the republic, under the auspices of the. 
new fundamental laws which the nation has enacted 
through the medium of their representatives." 

The first letter to Gen. Houston contradicts this to 
the Mexican Minister at War. 

But he says: " The pleasure I feel in again treading 

upon my native land" Was this pleasure feigned? 
Could one so cruel feel the divine inspiration of pa
triotism ? Don Antonio has the benefit of a doubt, 
for the poet hath asked: 

" Breathes there the man with soul so dead, 
Who never to himself hath said, 

This is my own, my native land !— 
Whose heart had ne'er within him burned, 
As home his footsteps he had turned. 

From wandering on a foreign strand ?" 

Let US hope that his early education in Popeiy, 
priestcraft, and bull-fighting had not entirely effaced | 
the love of country from his heart, and that this self-
styled Napoleon could possibly appreciate the senti
ment of the Emperor when he expressed the desire 

\ 

\ 
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to be buried on the banks of the Seine, i7i the 7nidst of 

the French people 7vhoni he loved so ivell. 

There lives in St. Louis a beneficent, 7nagnanimous 

old gentleman named Henry Shaw, who has planted 
a most lovely and beautiful GARDEN for the enjoy
ment of the public, Avhich he has endoAved and con
veyed to trustees, so as to have it kept in good order 
perpetually. 

Henry ShaAv's greatest delight consists in making 
others happy, while Santa Anna's seems to consist in 
making others unhappy ! 

NoAV, when the dark-AvInged angel of Death comes 
for Don Antonio and Henry ShaAÂ , which one will 
most dread, and be best prepared to enter 

" The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 

No traveller returns " ? 

The great Julian in his dying moments said: 
" Friends and fellow-soldiers, the seasonable period 

of my departure is UOAV arrived, and I discharge, Avith 
the cheerfulness of a ready debtor, the demands of 
nature. I have learned from philosophy hoAV much 
the soul is more excellent than the body; and that 
the separation of the nobler substance should be the 
subject of joy, rather than of affliction. I have learned 
from religion that an early death has often been the 
reward of ]>Iety; and I accept as a favor of the gods. 
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the mortal stroke that secures me from the dano:er of 
disgracing a character, Avhich has hitherto been sup
ported by virtue and fortitude. 

" I die Avithout remorse, as I have liA'ed Avithout 
guilt. I am pleased to reflect on the innocence of my 
private life; and I can affirm AvIth confidence that the 
Supreme Authority, that emanation of the Divine 
Power, has been preserved in my hands pure and im
maculate. 

" Detesting the corrupt and destructive maxims of 
despotism, I have considered the happiness of the peo
ple as the end of government. Submitting my actions 
to the laws of prudence, of justice, and of moderation, 
I have trusted the event to the care of Providence." 

It will be well for the present and future rulers of 
Texas to remember the noble Roman's dying Avords, 
and in their hands preserve the supreme authority 
pure and: immaculate ! 

In the first year of President Houston's administra
tion, the folloAAdng letter Avas presented to Or.D SAAI 

(as he Avas and is familiarly called in Texas), by 
Cha7h.es CompAe de Farnese : 

"VELASCO, Jidy 11, 1837. 

" To His Excellency SAM HOUSTON : 

" DEAR SIR : This Avill be presented to you by the 
Count Farnese. His object In visiting this republic 

http://Cha7h.es
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is to offer his fortune and personal influence to the 
glorious Texan cause. His views are extensive, and, 
if fully consummated, will, no doubt, be of infinite 
service to this republic. They have been fully ex
plained to Dr. Archer, General Green, and other in
fluential gentlemen here, all of whom think highly 
of them. The count is, no doubt, a gentleman of 
high literary attainments, and seems to have his 
heart much set on the establishment of institutions 
of learning in this country. The proposition he 
makes, of opening at once (after seeing and consult
ing with you) a correspondence with the court of 
Rome, for the purpose of having established in this 
republic an independent bishopric, if successful, can
not fail to be productive of the most beneficial 

effects. I t will not only place the Catholic citizens 
of this republic in a very different attitude, but will 
induce tens of thousands of other Catholics to emi
grate to the country 

" Very sincerely yours, 

" JOHN C. WILLIAMS." 

'The count then represented to the President," 
says Yoakum, that, " having heard in Europe of the 
conquest of Texas, he had abandoned his country 
(where he enjoyed a fine fortune, Avas allied to sev
eral European courts, and had the prospect of a 

^mm 
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brilliant career), to offer his servdces and fortune to 
Texas." After some preliminary remarks in re
lation to the protection given by European monarchs 
to religion, and the human heart and mind " Avhich 
require to be culti\'ated like a young plant," he sub
mitted to the Pi'esident his "plan," which Avas, to 
treat, through his means, should the President think 
him worthy, with the court of Rome: 

" 1 . To raise all Texas to an archbishopric. This 
step is the sure means of making peace with Mexico 
through the influence of the Roman court; it Avill 
break all communication with the Bishop of Monte
rey, under whose jurisdiction are the Catholics of 
Texas, and will remove all difficulty AvIth other 
courts in acknowledging the independence of Texas."* 

" 6. To accord gratuitously, in all the cities and 
villages of Texas, a convenient place to build a 
church, house for curate, and school. 

" 7. In order that the archbishop, clergy, masters 
and mistresses of schools, may not become charge
able to goA^ernment, to accord to them, without dis
tinction, in their respective parishes, or the nearest 
district, twelve hundred and eighty acres of land." 

" 9. The churches, houses of clergy and schools 
will be built by the means of the church: conse
quently, the government A\dll not have the poAver to 

* 2, 3, 4, and 5, details as to archbishopric. 

I 
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employ them for any other purpose, Avithout the con
sent of the HOLY SEE. 

" 10. The religion Catholic Apostolic and ROMAN 

AvIU be allowed to exercise freely her functions in all 
parts of Texas. 

" 11. She will enjoy the protection of government. 
" 12. She Avill observe strictly the rites and canons 

ROMAN." 

What Old Sam said to Count Farnese, the Lieuten

ant (Yoakum was 1st Lieutenant in Jack Hay's fa
mous regiment of Texas Rangers) does not tell; but 
as he Avas raised up in Tennessee, had read " Fox's 
Martyrs," and had seen pictures in his boyhood " of 
the burning of Latimer and Ridley^ John Rogers 
with nine children, and one at the breast,"—in the 
reign of Bloody Queen Mary, and had heard Popeiy 
denounced from his youth up, as having couA^erted 
the noble Romans of the time of Cicero, Horace, Vir
gil and Caesar into the poor, degraded macaroni, laz-
zaroni Italians of the present day—(may God aid 
them in their present struggle!)—It Is presumable 
that, desiring the advancement, progress, and develop
ment of Texas, rather than its decline and fall, he re
jected the magnificent offers of the Compte de 
Farnese. 

What a noble man the count must have been to 

come so far from his lazzaroni home to found institu-



3 5 0 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

tions of Popery and superstition in Texas, in order to 
teach the children of the heroes of San Jacinto the 
facilis descensus travelled by the Cincinnatti, the 
Fabii, the Catos and Scipios of ancient Rome, to be
come the Borgias, Pios, Cencis, and poor miserable 

beggars of modern Italy ! 

But President Houston had other things than the 
establishment of Catholicism in Texas to attend to 
after he took the helm of state into his hands. Texas 
w âs not only devastated and poor, but in debt a 
million and a quarter of dollars, Avith a large army 
and without credit. 

Five millions of dollars were voted to the govern
ment by the Congress, but this five millions was in 
scrip, and the scrip Avas hardly worth the paper it 
was written upon. Nobody would buy the scrip, so 
impressments were resorted to in order to keep things 
moving. 

Even their friends in the United States turned 
against them. " Governor McDuffie, of South Caro
lina," says Kennedy, "in December, 1836, sent a mes- .i 

sage to the Legislature of the State, disapproving of 
the Texan revolution—enforcing the obligations of 
strict neutrality—deprecating recognition—and stat
ing that, ' under whatcA^er circumstances of adventure, 
speculation, honor, or infamy the insurgents of Texas 
had emigrated to that countiy, they had forfeited all 

? 
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claim to fraternal regard:" they having " left a land 
of freedom for a land of despotism, with their eyes 
open, deserved their destiny." Leading men in NCAV 

York and Massachusetts coincided with Gov. McDuf
fie, and even the President of the United States In his 
Message to Congress on December 6th, 1836, sa^'s: 

" The known desire of the Texans to become apart 

of our system, although its gratification depends upon 

the reconcilement of various confiicting interests, 

necessarily a wo7'k of time, and uncertain in itself, 

is calculated to expose 07ir conduct to misconstruction 

in the eyes of the wo7hd. You AVIII perceive by the 
accompanying documents that the extraordinary mis
sion from Mexico has been terminated, on the sole 
grounds that the obligations of this goA^ernment to 
itself and Mexico, under treaty stipulations, have 
compelled me to trust a discretionary authority to a 
high officer of our army, to advance into territory 
claimed as part of Texas, if necessaiy to protect our 
own or the neighboring frontier from Indian depre
dations. In the opinion of the ^lexican functionary 
who has just left us, the honor of his country AAdll be 
Avounded by American soldiers entering, AAdth the 
most amicable avowed purposes, upon ground from 
which the folloAvers of his government have been ex
pelled, and over Avhich there is at present no certainty 
of a serious effort on its part being made to re-estab-

MOAMH 
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lish dominion. The departure of this minister was 
the more singular as he Avas apprised that the suffi
ciency of the causes assigned for the advance of our 
troops by the commanding general had been seriously 
doubted by me, and that there was every reason to 
suppose that the troops of the United States—their 
commander having had time to ascertain the truth or 
falsehood of the information upon Avhich they had 
been marched to Nacogdoches—would be either there, 
in perfect accordance with the principles admitted to 
be just in his conference Avith the Secretary of State, ,> 
by the Mexican minister himself, or were already 
withdrawn, in consequence of imj)ressive warnings 
their commanding officer had received from the De
partment of War. I t is hoped and believed that his 
government AVIII take a more dispassionate and just 
vicAV of this subject, and not be disposed to construe 
a measure of justifiable precaution, made necessary 
by its knoAvn inability, in execution of the stipula
tions of our treaty, to act upon the frontier, into an 
encroachment 1123011 its rights, or a stailn upon Its 
honor. 

" In the meantime the ancient complaints of In
justice, made by our citizens, are disregarded, and 
ncAV causes of dissatisfaction have arisen, some of 
them of a character requiring prompt remonstrance 
and ample Immediate redress. I trust, however, by 

I 

\ 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 3 5 3 

tempering firmness with courtesy, and acting with 
forbearance upon every incident that has occurred, or 
that may happen, to do and obtain justice, and thus 
avoid the necessity of again bringing this subject to 
the Adew of Congress." 

In a subsequent part of the Message, the President 
stated, that 

" At the date of the latest intelligence from Nacos:-
doches, the troops of the United States were at that 
station, but that the officer who had succeeded Gen
eral Gaines had recently been advised that, from the 
facts known at the seat of government, there Avould 
seem to be no adequate cause for any longer main
taining that position, and he was accordingly in
structed, in case the troops were not already Avith
drawn, under the discretionary powers before pos
sessed by him, to give the requisite orders for that 
purpose on the receipt of the instructions, unless he 
should then have in his possession such information 
as should satisfy him that the maintenance of the 
post was essential to the protection of the frontier, 
and to the due execution of treaty stipulations as ex
plained to him." * 

* The following /ire the words of the treaty on which President Jack

son justified the advance of General Gaines to Nacogdoches: " I t is like

wise agreed that the two contracting parties shaU, by all the means in their 

power, maintain peace and harmony among the several Indian nations who 

Milita 
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Here Avas a death-bloAv to the fondly cherished idea 
of annexation, at least for a time, and the Lone Star 
Republic must Avork out its OAVU salvation. 

To add to these misfortunes, Lorenzo de Zavala 
died on the 15th of November, and Stephen F. Austin 
on the 27th of December, 1836. 

Of the former Yoakum says : 
" His life had been eventful and useful. Provi

dence had cast his lot in a land of rcA^olutlons and of 
blood, but at all times and under all circumstances he 
had been a constant and ardent lover of liberty and 
humanity. His remains lie in a free country, aud his 
name will be remembered while that freedom en
dures." 

The death of Mr. Austin Avas a national calamity 
i7ideed, for he was a safe counsellor, of sterling integ
rity, fine intellect, and devoted to Texas. Although 
elected General by the troops it Avas not on the 
bloody field— 

inhabit the lands adjacent to the lines and rivers which form the boundaries 

of the two countries; and the better to obtain this object, both parties bind 

themselves expressly to restrain, by force, all hostilities and incursions on 

the part of the Indian nations living in their respective boundaries; so that 

the United States of America will not suffer their Indians to attack the 

citizens of the United ^L^xioan States, nor the Mexican States the Indians 

residing within their territories to commit hostilities against the citizens of 

the United States of America, nor against the Indians residing within the 

limits of those States, in any manner whatever." 

V 
' 

I 
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" Where the battle wreck lies thickest 

And death's brief pang is quickest! " 

—it was not Avhere the warrior hurls his death-bear
ing missiles to Avound and kill his brother man—it 
Avas not Avhere men bleed and die, that ^Ir. Austin Avas 
in his proper element; but in the social circle at the 

family hea7'th, or on the fo7'um, where mind meets 
mind in intellectual warfare, and by the charming, 
AAdtchIng words of eloquence, chains the attention, 
convinces the understanding and enthuses the hearts 
of men with noble and generous impulse, that the 
amiable Austin was in his proper element. 

He could not ride with pleasure over a field of 
battle strewn with the dead and dying, nor exult in 
the moment of Adctoiy gained by the death of beloved 
friends, but the appreciative laugh or applause of 
listening friends, or a spell-bound audience of his fel
low-citizens, would cause his heart to swell and ex
pand with delight. 

" Let me be 
Great, not like Caesar, stained with blood, 

But only great as I am g o o d ! ' " 

Or, " Let me 
' Scatter plenty o'er a smiling land 

And read my history in a nation's eyes,' " 

was rather his idea of excellence than 

" To wade through slaughter to a throne." 
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No one had a greater contempt for the office-seeher 

than he, nor apjoreciated more fully the great Ameri
can idea, that ^''office shoiUd seek men, 7iot men 

office." 
Texas has erected no monument to commemorate 

the fame of Stephen F. Austin. Nor has she voted 
monuments to any one of her heroes, but has very 
appropriately Immortalized them by naming her 
counties and cities in honor of them; wherefore, so 
long as the lovely cities of Austin, Houston, Rusk, (\ 
Sherman, McKinney, Crockett, Seguin, Bonham, and 
the beautiful counties of Milam, Lamar, Travis, 
Bowie, Fannin, Burleson, Wharton, Smith, Karnes, 
Zavala, Waller, Dimmit, Erath, Maverick, Chambers, 
Hunt and Ellis shall exist, so long AVIII exist the fame 

of the daring men Avho rescued Texas from the domi- ^ 
nation of bull-fighting, prisoner-murdering, priest-rid
den Mexicans. 

While the philanthropist can but sympathize AvIth 
the unfortunate children of Montezuma for their de
grading lessons and early education in scenes of blood 
and priestcraft, introduced by their Spanish conquer
ors, Avhich no doubt give a taste for shedding human 
blood, and have produced their unchristian habit of 
murdering their prisoners, their citizens and soldiers, 
and even their generals and emperors, he can but re
joice in the great gain to the cause of civilization and 
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human progress accomplished by the heroes of Texas, 
whose honored names and chivalrous deeds will be 
fondly cherished and gratefully remembered until 
time shall be no more. 

In the language of the poet: 

" Some, when they die, die al l ; their mould'ring clay 

Is but an emblem of their memories; 

The space quite closes up through which they passed; 

But these have lived, and leave a mark behind, 

To pluck the shining age from vulgar time, 

And give it whole to late posterity." 

^ 

/ • 



CHAPTER XIII . 

Annexation and An ti-annexation.—Texas recognized by the United 

States.—Mission of Gen. Mermucan Hunt.—Annexation rejected by the 

United States.—Forsyth and Hunt.—Kennedy. 

" T T T H I L E Gov. McDuffie, Mr. J. Q. Adams, Dr. 
^ ' Channing, and the Legislatures of NCAV York, 

Ohio, Massachusetts and Vermont Avere opposed to 
Texas—or rather, in favor of letting Texans tvko had 

left a land of Freedom and gone to one of Despotism, 

work out their own dest'iny, there were other gentle
men Avho sympathized with their struggling kinsmen 
in their unequal contest with Mexico, and wished to 
throw over them the protecting cBgis of the American 
Union. 

Foremost among these Avere Gen. James Hamilton, 
Senators Preston and Calhoun, and Mr. Poinsett (for
merly United States Minister to Mexico), of South 
Carolina, and Robert J. Walker, of Mississippi. 

As chairman of the Senate's Committee on Foreign 
Relations, Gen. Hamilton, iu a Report touching Texan 
affairs, said : 

" The sequel of this deeply interesting drama must 
be left to the dispensations of a Avise Providence^ 
whom we are taught to believe orders everything for f 

A 
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the best. There may be those who suppose that it 
AvUl be neither the policy of the United States to 
recognize the independence of Texas nor to admit her 
Into the Union. We do not desire to anticipate the 
A'ast considerations AA'̂ hich enter into this subject. To 
such persons it might be said, that although both of 
these prlAdleges might be denied, yet we cannot strike 
Texas from the map of the physical globe, nor from 
her territorial location. There she stands, as our 
neighbor, for good or for evil, touching our frontier 
at a point of intimate community with our most sen
sitive interests, and alluring, by her immense and 
boundless fertility of soil, a stream of emigration 
which is destined to make her a great state in our 
confederacy or a poAverful separate empire." 

In support of his views he said to the Senators of 
South Carolina: 

" Would our refusal to recognize her independence, 
or admit her into the Union, in the language of the ^ 
Report, 'strike her from the map of the physical 
globe ?' Would it curse with an irreversible sterility 
the teeming fertility of her exuberant soil ? Would 
it cover with a blight the cotton plant, which in that 
favored countiy grows almost Avith the perennial 
magnificence of a tropical production ? Would our 
refusal check the current of her rivers in their jour
ney to the ocean, freighted with the richest staples of 

Miil 
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the finest agricul cural country probably in the habit
able globe I "vVould, in one Avord, our refusal to 
receive her as a member of this confederacy check 
that disastrous stream of emigration that, Avithout a 
reflux, is r.teadily setting Avest? No, not one jot. 
Let Texas once establish her independence, and a sep
arate Republic, and throw open a series of free ports 
to the commerce of the world, and he would ask, 
whether the dangers of her competition would not be 
vastly augmented from the fact that, whilst her 
planters would make one-third more cotton to the 
acre than is produced on the richest Mississippi bot
tom, the exchanges on the commodities destined to 
purchase the staples of Texas, would come into 
that country burdened with 30 per cent, less of 
taxation ? 

" In this view the subject is scarcely less important 
and interesting to the merchant and manufacturer at 
the North. For AÂ hat Avould become of their respec
tive trades, Avith millions of untaxed British naviga
tion crowding the ports of Texas, and millions of 
British manufactures introduced through Texas, 
flooding the vast valley of the Mississippi? These 
momentous considerations would have, he believed, 
to be presented one day or other, and that perhaps 
not very distant, to the deliberations of the American 
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people. He trusted that their decision Avould add 
fresh stability and harmony to the Union." * 

j\[r. Poinsett, in supporting the motion, made the 
folloAving observations: 

" Ought Ave to imitate the conduct of the members 
of the British Parliament, AÂho condemned them in 
unqualified terms, while they accused this govern
ment of fermenting the rcA^olutlon of Texas, in order 
to acquire possession of that territory ? Mr. Ward, 
who took the lead in that debate in the House of 
Commons on the 5th August last, from the circum
stance of his having been the British Envoy in Mexi
co, asserted that the United States ' had long regarded 
Texas AvIth covetous eyes, and that to obtain posses
sion of that province had been the first object of its 
policy. Now this opinion is contradicted by the fact 
that Mr. Adams might, if it had been judged expe
dient to do so hy Mr. Monroe's advisers, have obtained 
possession of it by treaty. There Avas no serious 
obstacle to his extending our boundary so as to 
embrace Texas, when he made the treaty of limits 
with Don Luis Onis. It was an error—of which he 
became afterwards fully convinced. Mr. Ward said, 
further, that he (Mr. Poinsett) had sought, during 
their mutual residence there, to acquire Texas for his 

' Colwnbia Telescope of December 21st, 1836. 
16 
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government, and had made proposals to purchase the 
territory for ten millions of dollars. This, too, is a 
great mistake. He did not doubt that Mr. Wai'd had 
been so informed; but the intelligence he received on 
that occasion was erroneous and unfounded. The 
American Government never made any overtures to 
Mexico for the purchase of Texas through him, nor 
during his residence there. Mr. Ward insinuated that 
these negotiations were conducted through the former 
Vice-President of Texas, Don Lorenzo de Zavala, of 
whom he took occasion to speak disparagingly—'a 
man of talents, certainly; but totally destitute of 
principle'—which simply means that he was not of 
the English party, but devotedly attached to republi
can principles—a devotion which he has displayed 
throughout all the trying scenes of the revolution in 
Mexico. In his youth he was immured four years in 
the dungeons of the castle of Ulloa, for having dared 
to murmur against the tyranny of Spain. Upon the 
adoption of the Copstitution in that countiy in 1812, 
he was liberated and sent to Madrid by his country
men, to plead for the liberties of Americans, which he 
did fearlessly and eloquently. When the revolution 
took place that separated Mexico from the mother 
country, he returned home and placed himself in the 
first rank of those who sought to give republican in
stitutions to his country; and when the last change 
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took place, he indignantly returned his commission of 
Minister to France to Santa Anna, and retired to his 
farm in Texas, declaring that he had received the ap-

poinUnent from a free government, and would not 

serve a tyrant. He said, in reply to Mr. Ward, that 

the United States had maintained a st7'ict 7ieutra2ity 

in the co7itroversy between Mexico and Texas, and had 

acted with tlie most pe7fect good faith towards both 

pa7'ties. 

" From what he had seen and known of the policy 
of our government in this particular, he thought 
South Carolina might repose upon the wisdom and 
prudence of their counsels. He presumed the same 
course would be pm'sued towards Texas that had been 
pursued towards the States of Spanish America. 
When a goA^ernment de facto existed there, capable of 
maintaining its Independence, it would, he presumed, 
be recognized by this country. Such an act could not 
be regarded as a cause of war by Mexico. It had not 
so been considered by Spain; and when we recognized 
her revolted colonies, the amicable relations between 
the two countries were not interrupted If 
the annexation of Texas to these United States should 
become af terAvards a question between us, and the pro
posal should come from them, he hoped it would be 
entertained by this country favorably. He believed 
that the best interests of this country would be con-

a p » - t * mm 
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suited by the adoption of such a measure. If the 
time of the Senate permitted, and it were a question 
fitting to be entertained here, he thought he could 
prove conclusively, that the interests of the AÂhole 
Union, and especially of the South, required that 
Texas, if once separated from Mexico, should be an
nexed to these United States. 

' 'The result of the contest between Mexico and 
Texas was, as truly said in the Report, in the hands 
of Providence. He thought it too probable that the 
Texans might be driven from their homes by the over-
wdielming forces preparing to march against them, but 
the Mexicans cannot keep possession of that state— 
that government cannot maintain a large standing 
army at so great a distance from the capital. They 
would be compelled to withdraw it in a short time, 
and the Texans will reoccupy the country. To Mex
ico this Is a perilous contest. Their retreating forces 
may be followed to the centre of their fertile fields. 
This danger is the more imminent as all the states 
north of Tamaulipas are essentially republican, and 
have submitted unwillingly to the repeal of their free 
institutions. Whatever reverses Texas is still destined 
to undergo, if that people continue firm and united, 
they must ultimately be free." 

The vote of the United States Senate on the 
acknowledgment of the independence of Texas, was_ 
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taken the 1st of March, 1837. I t stood 23 to 22, and 
on the neirt day, upon a motion to reconsider, the vote 
was 24 to 24. On the succeeding day. President 
Jackson approved the resolution of Congress, and 
nominated Alcee Labranche as charge d'affaires to 
ihe Republic of Texas. 

Among the brave and daring spirits who left ease 
and comfort in the good old State of North Carolina, 
and came to Texas to slaughter Mexicans, and gain 
the great glory of a Lafayette or Kosciusko, was the 
celebrated Gen. Memucan Hunt, familiarly styled by 
his associates Cousin Muke. 

Cousin Muke was one of those old-fashioned fellows 
who recognized no aristocracy but that of merit, and 
weighed men alone by the standard of virtue. He 
was as gentle as a lamb, but as brave as a lion. He 
brought with him an old rifle from North Carolina to 
Texas, the barrel of which became loose in the stock, 
but Cousin Muke tied a piece of twine or hickory bark 
round the stock and bai-rel to keep them together, put 
a new flint in the hammer, and when challenged one 
day for a mortal combat,* Cousin Muke took up this 
old flint and steel rifle, walked out on the field of 
honor, and with it—scorning all of Messrs. Walker 

"̂  About this time duelling was somewhat fashionable in Texas, and G«ns. 
Felix Houston and Albert Sidney Johnson fought. After five zounds, Gen. 
Johnson was sezfbnsly wounded. 

K 
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and Ely's double water-proof percussion caps, locks, 
or metallic cartridges—shot his man. 

Within a fCAV weeks after recognition. Cousin Muke 

was introduced to the President of the United States 
by the Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, as Envoy Ex
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Re
public of Texas to the United States—with the grand 
object of annexing Texas to the United States. 

Not doubting his ability to accomplish this object, 
he addressed Mr. Forsyth a long letter containing a 
history of Texas from its discovery and settlement to 
that time : its soil, .climate, riches, and the reasons Avhy 
annexation should take place—that any delay might 
defeat it, as Texas was about forming treaties Avith 
foreign powers. In conclusion he said: 

" The undersigned most respectfully represents to 
the Honorable the Secretary of State, that in this 
paper he does not presume to have presented all the 
inducements to the union of the two Republics. He 
has not thought it respectful to trespass upon the 
attention of the Honorable the Secretary of State, 
either by an extended detail of the resources of Texas, 
or of the mutual benefits involved in a treaty of an
nexation. The mineral wealth of the country, com
prising valuable mines of silver and lead. Immense 
strata of iron and coal, and salt springs in great 
abundance, has not been properly appreciated. Nor 
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has the undersigned thought it necessary to allude to 
the immense fur trade which would be throAAm into 
the lap of the enterprise of the United States' by the 
annexation of Texas. The great aid and facilities 
which Texas, as an integral part of the Union, might 
render to the adventurous traders, who, in caravans, 
penetrate from Missouri to Santa Fe, and in general 
to the inland trade of the United States, Avith the 
countries bordering on the Pacific, have all been left 
unexplained; and the undersigned throws himself 
upon the courtesy of the Honorable the Secretary of 
State in desiring him to believe that, as he has not 
entered into any of the details of such a treaty of an
nexation as Texas might propose, but confined himself 
to the submission of the proposition itself, so he has 
not thought fit to discuss severally all the various 
intei'csts involved, but merely has subjected them to 
a general, and, he trusts, a candid review. 

" In closing this paper, the_undersigned appeals to 
the Honorable the Secretary of State, and referring 
him to the details of the histoiy of the Texan revolu
tion herein set forth, asks, in the name of national 
honor, humanity, and justice, if a nation whose career 
has been marked, like that of Mexico, by a constant 
violation of the most solemn treaty obligations, by a 
series of the most licentious revolutions, by a most 
shameful piK)stitution of the lives, liberties, and the 

^ l i M i i 
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property of her people, and, in short, by every act of 
perfidy and cruelty recorded in the history of barba
rians, has not thereby forfeited all claims to the 
respect of the governments of civilized nations ? Look 
to her continued interruptions of the peaceful citizens 
of Texas, industriously engaged in the improvements 
of their estates and in the actual aggrandizement of 
the Mexican Empire; to her demolition by military 
force of the Constitution of 1824; to her bloody war 
of extermination under President Santa Anna; to Jber 
butchery of those gallant Texans who surrendered 
their arms under the sacred flag of a capitulation, in 
which their lives were guaranteed; and pronounce If 
the enormity of her misdeeds entitles her to be any 
longer considered, the undersigned will not say a 
nation of responsibility, but even humanity. The 
undersigned, however, forbears to continue this ap
peal, so irrelevant, and perhaps so unnecessary, to 
the due consideration of the subject under discussion. 
The world will do ample justice to the magnanim
ity of Texas in forbearing to visit upon the heads of 
the recreant tyrant and his captured host that retali
ation which their offences against the laws of nations 
and the rights of mankind so signally deserved. 

" In conclusion, the undersigned most respectfully 
begs leave to congratulate the Honorable Secretary 
of State upon the spectacle exhibited in this discus-
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sion, .and which is so honorable a commentary upon 
the excellence of the government of this country, viz.: 
a sovereign, free, and warlike people, fresh from the 
fields of their OAVU victories and glory, seeking to sur
render their nationality as the price of a place among 
the United States, to become participants of the wds-
dom of its laAvs and the renown of its arms." 

Mr. Forsyth answered Gen. Hunt's proposition by 
order of the President, Mr. Van Bureu, with a prompt 
decisive negative, he wrote : 

"Neither the duties nor the settled policy of the 

United States permit them to enter into an examina
tion of the accuracy of the historical facts related by 
General Hunt. The United States were foremost in 
acknowledging the independence of Mexico. A sense 
of duty and a reverence for consistency, however, it 
was considered, left this government no alternative, 
and it therefore led the w ây in recognizing Texas. A 
hope was certainly entertained that this act, and the 
motives that conduced to it, even If no other conside
rations Avere to have influence, would point out to the 
Government of Texas the propriety not only of cher
ishing intimate and amicable relations with this 
countiy, but of abstaining from other connections 
abroad w^hich might be detrimental to the United 
States. 

" So long as Texas shall remain at war while the 
16* 

Ml 



370 HISTORY OF TEXAS. • 

United States are at peace wdth her adversary, the 
proposition of the Texan Minister Plenipotentiary 
necessarily involves the question of Avar with that ad
versary. The United States are bound to Mexico by 
a treaty of amity and commerce, which will be scrupu
lously observed on their part, so long as it can be 
reasonably hoped that Mexico will perform her duties 
and respect our rights under it. The United States 
might justly be suspected of a disregard of the friendly 
purposes of the compact, if the overture of General 
Hunt were to be even reserved for future consideration, 
as this would imply a disposition on our part to es
pouse the quarrel of Texas with Mexico; a disposi
tion AÂ hoUy at variance with the spirit of the treaty, 
with the uniform policy and the obvious welfare of 
the United States. 

" The inducements mentioned by General Hunt for 
the United States to annex Texas to their territory, 
are duly appreciated; but powerful and weighty as 
certainly they are, they are light Avhen opposed in the 
scale of reason to treaty obligations and respect for 
that integrity of character by which the United States 
have sought to distinguish themselves since the estab
lishment of their right to claim a place in the great 
family of nations. It is presumed, however," that the 
motives by Avhich Texas has been governed In making 
this overture, Avill have equal force in impelling her 
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to preserve, as an independent power, the most liberal 
commercial relations with the United States. Such 
a disposition will be cheerfully met in a correspond
ing spirit by this government. If the answer which 
the undersigned has been directed to give to the pro
position of General Hunt should unfortunately work 
such a change in the sentiments of that government 
as to induce an attempt to extend commercial relations 
elsewhere upon terms prejudicial to the United 
States, this government will be consoled by a con
sciousness of the rectitude of its intentions, and a cer
tainty that although the hazard of transient losses 
may be incurred by a rigid adherence to just princi
ples, no lasting prosperity can be secm-ed when they 
are disregarded." 

Mr. Forsyth's letter, of which but little is quoted, 
highly astounded Gen. Hunt. No doubt his indigna
tion was great. " Texas rejected! Why, Forsyth is 

crazy ! Ill write him agai7i, and although he is a fool 
and—yet I'll not tell him so in words, but, like Bill 
Ransom after losing his money with CoL Hawkins 
at seve7i-up. III insinuate." * 

* After Mr. Ransom had lost his last ten doUar biU by the turning of a 

Jack by Col. Hawkins, he arose from the table and gave vent to his chagrin 

and vexation in these memorable words : " Col. Hawkins, the position you 

occupy in society, and the respectability of your family connections, forbid 

me to say that you would cheat at cards, but, sir, aUow me to say, that yaii 

• ^ 
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So Gen. Hunt wrote again, from Avhich I take the 
following extracts: 

" The venerable ex-president. General Jackson, was 
"•~̂ -̂ _ so strongly impressed with a belief, at one time dur

ing his administration, that the negotiation then pend
ing for the acquisition of Texas would be brought to 
a speedy and favorable issue, that he tendered the 
office of Governor of the Territory of Texas to the late 
Governor H. G. Burton, of North Carolina, to be en
tered upon so soon as the treaty of cession should be 
completed. (See a publication on the subject of Gov
ernor Burton's appointment.) The same principles, it 
appears to the undersigned, were involved in the ne
gotiation for the acquisition of Texas from Mexico, 
previously to the recognition of the independence of 
the latter by Spain, which are now presented by the 
question of the annexation of Texas to the United 
States previously to the recognition of her independ
ence by Mexico ; and had his Excellency the President 
of the United States entertained any inclination to 
negotiate a treaty for the annexation of Texas—a 
hope which had been fondly cherished, as he had ex
pressed a determination to carry out the measures and 

^ conform to the general policy of his venerable pre
decessor—it does appear to the undersigned, but 

can turn more Jacks than any gentleman with v>lu»n I ever played cards in 
aU my Ufe ! " I 
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with distinguished deference to the Hon. Mr. For
syth's opinions to the contrary, that neither a sense 
of duty nor the settled policy of this government, 
during the administration of the venerable ex-presl-
dent would have prevented an examination into the 
accuracy of the historical facts accompanying the pro
position. ,That brief compendium, Avhich Is believed 
to be correct, will show that there is as little prospect 
of the recovery of Texas by Mexico at this time as 
there was of the reconquest of Mexico by Spain at the 
time that General Jackson believed that the charge 

d'affaires (Mr. Butler) of this government had suc
ceeded in negotiating the acquisition of Texas. If the 
act of the annexation of Texas would involve the 
United States in a war with Mexico at this time, the 
undersigned is at a loss to perceive why a similar re
sult was not anticipated Avith Spain in the event of a 
cession of Texas by Mexico. Texas asked nothing more 
of the United States, in proposing to negotiate for her 
annexation, than the United States had previously 
desired of Mexico, when General Jackson Avas at the 
head of this government—for Mexico Avas then as 
much at war with Spain as Texas UOAV is with Mex
ico—and it is believed that as friendly treaty and com
mercial relations existed betAveen Spain and the 
United States at that time as are now maintained be
tween the United States and Mexico. 

mmm 
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" In addition to the fact that this government, 
when administered by the sage of the Hermitage, pro
posed the acquisition of Texas by purchase from Mex
ico, many years before the recognition of her inde
pendence by Spain, the undersigned most respectfully 
invites the attention of the Hon. Secretary of State to 
the report of the House of Representatives of the 
State of Mississippi, contained in a newspaper Avhich 
he herewith presents. That report, which is said to 
have been adopted unanimously, alludes in strong 
terms to .the subject of the right of this governinent 
to admit Texas into its confederacy; and the under
signed refers to it thus particularly, that he may be 
sustained by high authority when he assures the Se
cretary of State of the United States, that, in sub
mitting the proposition of annexation, it was far from 
his intention to ask the Government of the United 
States to accede to a measure which Mr. Forsj'^th was 
instructed to say was believed to involve unjust prin
ciples. The undersigned assures tlie Secretary of 

State of the U7iited States, that he could not knowi7ig-

ly consent to be the medium of presenting any pro

position asking of the United States a dis7^egard of 

just p7'inciples. 

" After the a surance of the Hon. Mr. Forsyth, that 
a sense of duty and a reverence for consistency left 
his government no alternative in leading the way in 
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recognizing the independence of Texas, the under
signed confesses some surprise at the intimation of Mr 
Forsyth, that the circumstance of her having been 
first recognized by the United States should in any 
manner influence the foreign intercourse of Texas. 
However much the Government of Texas may be dis
posed to encourage the most friendly relations with 
the Government of the United States, the undersigned 
assures the Hon. Secretary of State, that the Govern
ment of Texas does not consider that any particular 
foreign policy was implied or made binding upon her 
by the circumstance of her independence having been 
first recognized by the Government of the United 
States. The representatives of Texas, in their inter
changes with foreign powers, will not accept the re
cognition of her independence unless it is uncon
ditional in this respect. In all their negotiations and 
treaties with foreign powers, the best interests of their 
own government and people will doubtless be con
sulted, and must indicate the policy which they AVIII 

be directed to adopt With even the same permanent 
policy in its commercial interchanges with the United 
States, which may exist with the most favored nation, 
the undersigned cannot guarantee for his' government 
that any advantage shall accrue therefrom to the 
manufacturing interest of the United States; for it is 
understood that great interest is mainly sustained in 
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the United States by the protection afforded by high 
duties against the competition of similar interests in 
foreign nations, where labor and the facilities for 
manufacturing are more available, and at cheaper 
rates. Such being the case, it is apparent that, even 
should no detriment accrue to the manufacturing in
terest of the United States from the Adclnlty of Texas 
as an independent nation, certainly no adA^antages 
affecting that interest can be anticipated. 

" The apprehension of the Honorable Mr. Forsyth, 

that the refusal of this government to negotiate for a 

treaty of annexation, thereby decli7iing all the commer

cial and other advantages which would be secured by 

that measure, may induce an attempt on thepa7't of ihe 

Government of Texas to extend its co7nmercial relations 

elsetohere on terms 7nost favorable to its ow7i welfa/re 

and prospe7nty, is perfectly natural j but the under
signed assures Mr. Forsyth that such endeavors AVIII 

not proceed from any unkind feelings to the govern
ment and people of the United States ; and he would 
take this occasion to reiterate the friendly disposition 
of the government and people of Texas towards the 
government and people of the United States, which 
he had the honor to communicate in his note of the 
4th of August. Should, hoAvever, the foreign com
mercial and other relations of the Republic of Texas 
necessarily become such as seriously to affect the 
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interests of the United States, or any portion thereof, 
the undersigned conceives that it would be unreason
able for the government and people who had been 
feeely proffered all she could bestow, and yet declined 
the offer, to complain of her on the ground of looking 
to her own interest primarily. Texas has generously 
offered to merge her national sovereignty in a domes
tic one, and to become a constituent part of this great 
confederacy. The refusal of this government to 
accept the overture must forever screen her from the 
imputation of wilfully injuring the great interests of 
the United States, should such a result accrue from 
any commercial or other regulations AvhIch she may 
find it necessary or expedient to enter into with 
foreign nations. 

" Should it be found necessaiy or expedient here
after, for the proper promotion of the interests of her 
own citizens, to lay high duties upon the cotton-bag
ging so extensively manufactured in the Western 
States, and upon the pork and beef and breadstuffs 
so abundantly produced in that region, such as would 
amount to an almost total prohibition of the intro
duction of those articles into the country, much as 
her govei'ument and people would regret the neces
sity of the adoption of such a policy, she Avould 
be exculpated from the slightest imputation of 
blame for taking care of her own welfare and proa-
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perity after having been refused admission into this 
Union. 

" The efforts which the government of the under
signed is making to open a commercial intercourse 
with Great Britain and France, it is believed, will 
succeed. Apart from the disposition of those two 
powers to avail themselves of the great advantages 
which must result to every nation Avith which Texas 
may form intimate commercial relations, it is believed 
that they, as well as the United States, cherish a 
liberal sympathy for a people who have encountered 
the most cruel treatment at the hands of Mexico. 

" Reason would seem to indicate that the foreign 
policy of Texas will be dissimilar to that of the 
United States. Texas is now, and it is believed will 
continue to be, an almost purely agricultural countiy. 
The agricultural interest will claim the almost exclu-
siÂ e attention of the government: possibly from the 
circumstance of her climate and soil being so well 
adapted to the growth of hemp, and the great demand 
for rope and bagging in a cotton-growing country, the 
manufactures of these solitary articles may be encour
aged at an early period ; but with these single excep
tions it is not apprehended that the capital and labor 
of the countiy can be so profitably employed in any 
other species of industry as in the planting interest. 
On the other hand, the interests of the United States 
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are numerous and greatly diversified; and it is pre
sumed that it Avas found necessary to establish such a 
foreign policy as would best reconcile them and re
dound to the advantage of each. 

" With the most rigid adherence to AA'hatever is just 
and right, the Government of Texas Avill naturally 
pursue such a course of policy, foreign and domestic, 
as will best conduce to the increase of her wealth and 
population, and thereby her national poAver and con
sideration. In its intercourse abroad, it Avill endeavor 
to find those markets AA'here her agricultural products, 
cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, etc., will obtain the 
highest prices, and where such articles as may be 
needed for home consumption may be procured at the 
loAvest rates. If these adA'antages are presented in 
the commercial intercourse Avith the United States, 
the undersigned need not say that the warm pre
dilection of the government and people of Texas 
for the government and people of the United States 
would render such an intercourse as agreeable to the 
former as it would doubtless be advantageous to 
both. 

"The undersigned most respectfully assures the 
Honorable Mr. Forsyth, and through him his Ex
cellency the President of the United States, that 
the prompt and decisive rejection of the propo
sition for the annexation of Texas to the United 

MiiiiilHi 
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States will not be imputed to an unfriendly spirit 
to the government and people of Texas." 

So Gen. Hunt failed in his mission, and lost all his 
expenses while in Washington, for Texas had but 
precious little money in those days. 

In April followdng, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, intio-
duced the following joint resolution into the Texas 
House of Representatives: 

" Whereas, the citizens of the Republic of Texas, at 
their election of President and other officers in the 
year 1836, expressed an almost unamimous desire to 
become annexed to the United States of North 
America; in consequence of which expression, a pro
position for annexation was made, through our Minis
ter resident at the city of Washington, which propo
sition, after having been duly considered, has been 
distinctly and unconditionally refused by that govern, 
ment, and for reasons which it is impossible for time 
or circumstances to invalidate or alter ; and whereas, 
it is believed that Texas, having interests at variance 
AvIth those of a large portion of the United States, 
and haAdng also demonstrated her ability for self-go Â-
ernment, and for successfully resisting the efforts of 
her imbecile enemy to subjugate her, and UOAV trust
ing, as a Avise policy dictates, to her OAVU strength and 
resources, no longer desires such annexation: and 
whereas, it is a fact that, pending this hopeless nego-
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tiation, the recognition of the independence of Texas 
by England aud other powers, so essential to our wel
fare, is delayed or prevented ; 

" Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of Texas, in Congress assembled, that his 
Excellency the President be authorized and required, so 
soon as he may think proper, to instruct our Minister 
resident at Washington respectfully to inform the Gov
ernment of the United States of North America, that 
the Government of Texas withdraAvs the proposition 
for the annexation of Texas to the said United States." 

The resolution passed the House, but failed in the 
Senate. 

The proposition of annexation was formall}'- and 
absolutely withdrawn by Anson Jones (Texan Minis
ter), in April, 1838, by order of President Houston. 

Kennedy attributes the failure of annexation at 
this time to the stupidity and—" sheer jealousy of 
Northern politicians of augmenting the power of the 
South. Not content with this distrust of the South, 
opposition to Texas had been strengthened by a vile 
appeal to passion and fanaticism, and ministers of 
the gospel had been permitted to mount the pulpit 
and fulminate denunciations against Texas and the 
interests of the South. And what was the excuse ? 
* I t was necessaiy to keep the Union together. Texas 
would have divided the Union.' Was not the period 

EiSS-. 
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of separation fearfully accelerated by making Texas a 
sovereign and independent power, with such an ally as 
England ? 

" The question of Texan annexation or independence 
presented an embarrassing dilemma to those who 
wished, by means of protective duties, to secure a 
monopoly of the home ma7^ket for American manu

factures. If the United States extended their south
ern wing to the Rio Grande, the anti-tariff party 
would gain a preponderance most favorable to Eng
land. On the other hand, if Texas Avere independent, 
she might force the whole American continent into 
the adoptio7i of free trade principles, which would be 
still more conducive to British aggrandizement, as It 
would " tranquillize her restless population by con
stant occupation, and, by receiving a superabundance 
of raw material in exchange for her fabrics, enable 
her to undersell the world." 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Congress at Houston.—Message of President Houston,—Poor Con

dition of the Texan Treasury.—Capture of the Independence, Champion, 

and Julius Coisar, with loss of the Invincible.—Comanches Raid on 

Texan Frontier.—Van Benthuyson and Miles defeated by Comanches. 

—J. O. Rice, William Ripley and Robert Beal.—The famous Fight of 

the Bowies with Indians.—Financial Condition of Texas.—Great Pros

perity of Galveston and Houston.—Deaf Smith's Fight with Mexicans. 

—Col. Neill and Gen. Rusk engage the Comanches and Kickapoos.— 

Mexicans of Nacogdoches in arms.—Death of Col. Wharton and 

Judge Collingsworth, 

^ I ^HE second session of the first Congress of the 
-^ Republic of Texas met at Houston on the 1st of 

May, 1837. In a little log cabin with two rooms only, 
one with puncheon-floor, the other of dirt, Pres- ' 
ident Houston wrote his Message and held his levees. 

His Message informed the Congress that the five 
millions of dollars voted to his administration were 

' ' Like the baseless fabric of a vision ! " 

Not a dollar could be realized on that anticipated 

borrow! 

The sale of land scrip had not succeeded, and that 

he had suspended their sale. 
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This Congress attempted to raise a revenue by im
posts, direct taxes and the issue of promissory notes 
of the government, but it was not successful. 

At the next session, in November, he informed the 
Congress that the extraordinary sum of five hundred j 
dollars in specie had been paid into the treasury of j 
the Republic during his administration ! Not a dol- | 
lar more nor less. During this session the famous 
ornithologist, Audubon, and a representative of Great 
Britain, Mr. Crawford, attended the levees of Presi
dent Houston in his palatial residence. 

The gallant achievements of Major Burton and his 
horse Qna7'ines arrested the attention of the wily Mex
icans, so, in 1837, they manned and sent out theZ^'i-
ertador, having sixteen eighteen-pounders and 140 
men, the Vincedor del Alamo, armed with six twelve-
pounders and one eighteen-pounder with 100 men, and 
the brig-of-war U7'rea. 

These vessels captured the Texan vessels Champion, 

Julius CcBsar, and Independence, and destroyed the 
favorite craft of the Texan navy, the Invi7icible 

(purchased from McKinney ^ Williams^, after It 
had captured the Alispa, of eighty tons. 

Wm. H. Wharton, Texas Commissioner to the 
United States, was captured on the LidependeTice, 

taken to Matamoras and imprisoned. 
Col. J. H. Wharton took thirty Mexican prisoners to 
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Matamoras to ransom his brother, but the gallant 
Mexicans cast him into prison for his temerity. 

Resorting to bribery the Whartons cor7'upted (?) 
their guards and made their escape, thus making 
glad the hearts of their friends on old Caney and the 
Brazos. The Mexicans this year also incited the 
Indians to make war on the Texan settlements. 

"Every day or tAvo, during the year 1837," says 
Yoakum, " some murdered citizen or stolen property " 
attested Indian hostility and depredation upon the 
Texan frontier. 

The head chief of the Comanches was Chiconie, a 
bold, dashing warrior, and when Major A. Le Grand, 
of the Texan army, was sent to treat with him, and 
having stated the object of his visit, Chiconie replied 
that " so long as he continued to see the gradual ap
proach of the whites and their habitations to the 
hunting grounds of the Comanches, so long would he 
believe to be true what the Mexicans had told him, 
viz., that the ultimate intention of the Avhite man Avas 
to deprive them of their country, and so long woukl 
he continue to be the enemy of the white race." 

Whereupon the Texan Congress declared Avar 
against them, and authorized different persons to raise 
companies and attack them. 

On the 7th October, 1837, Captain L. Lynch and 

Wniiam Eastland with sixty-eight men, started from 
17 
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Fort Prairie, five miles below where Austin now 
stands, on the lookout for Indians. 

On arriving at the sources of Pecan Bayou and the 
Clear Fork of the Brazos, a jealousy sprang up be
tAveen the officers as to the right of command, when 
they partly divided, and Lieutenants Van Benthuyson 
and Miles, with sixteen men continued their Indian 
hunt, w^hile Capts. Lynch and Eastland with the 
remainder returned to the fort. 

Van Benthuyson, Miles & Co. soon fell in with a 
party of Keechies, attacked and defeated them, kill
ing two of their warriors. 

Emboldened by success, the little party pushed on 
to the head-waters of the Trinity, near " the knobs," 
called by the Indians " tlie stone houses / " on the 10th 
November they were surrounded and attacked by 
about 180 or 200 savage warriors. 

The little band of eighteen men took position at 
the head of a ravine, near a forest of trees, but where 
the grass was abundant and their horses could eat 
while the fight lasted. 

The battle was desperate, and for hours the Texans 
kept off the Indians, killing their chief among others, 
when they retired from the contest, elected another 
chief and renewed the struggle. 

During the fight the Texans would pull off their 
hats, place them on the ends of their ramrods, raise 
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them above the level of the walls of the ravine, and 
the Indians, mistaking the empty hats for hats with 
heads in them, would fire at them, sometimes putting 
as many as half a dozen balls through one hat, when 
Immediately the Texans Avould rise, take aim and fire 
at the Indians. 

At last the Avily savages resorted to the expedient 
of setting the prairie on fire, and almost in an instant 
vast volumes of flames and smoke forced the little 
band to leave their advantageous position and seek 
safety in the woodland near by, to arrive at Avhich 
point they must necessarily charge through the In
dians as well as the flames. 

Having lost three men already, the remaining fif
teen left their horses, baggage, provisions, and dead, 
and at the word of command bounded off on their 
run for dear life. 

In the charge through the Indians and run to the 
timber, a distance of about eighty yards, seven of the 
Rangers Avere killed, including Lieutenant Miles, and 
three Avounded; in the engagement, ten of eighteen 
were killed and three of the survivors wounded, 
while the Indians, as they reported at a trading 
house, lost sixty-three killed and wounded. I 

Night coming on soon after the Texans gained the 
woods, under the friendly protection of its dark man
tle, they retreated before the victorious savages and 
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after much suffering and many hardships, going for 
two or three days Avithout anything to eat, they 
finally struck the settlements and found rest for their 
weary limbs, and nourishing food for their empty 
stomachs, no doubt esteeming themselves fortunate in 
the possession of their scalps, and fully appreciating 
the language of the poet: 

"For he who fights and runs away 
May live to fight another day ; 

But he who is in battle slain 
Can never rise and fight again." 

One of these eight Rangers, J. O. Rice, verified the 
truth of this poetry, for, in 1842, only five years after-
w^ards he joined the ill-fated expedition under Gen
eral Somerville, and was wounded and captured. 

Mr. Rice, Avith seven others, through the kind offices ) 
of H. L. Kinney, who happened to be in Mier at the 
time, and the expenditure of $500, bribed their guard 
to furnish them three guns, some ammunition and 
provisions for their flight into Texas. 

On the night of the 20th of January, 1843, having 
all things ready, they left their prison and were pilot
ed by an officer of the guard out of the city, and 
instructed when they crossed the river to go due 
northeast, whilst in his pursuit he would cross at 
Pilo Blanco fifteen miles above, and thus avoid them. 
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Becoming confused, the escaped wandered around 
until morning when they found themselves at the 
Pilo Blanco road, along Avhich theii* pursuers were to 
come. 

They took to the chaparral, and, as persons AA'ho 
have lost their reckoning often do, becoming confused 
they again, after wandering around, came back to the 
«ame road. 

I t being necessary to cross the road to Pilo Blanco, 
along which their pursuers were to traA'el by agree
ment, they Avere sorely puzzled until Mr. William 
Ripley, an Irishman, exclaimed: " Be the Howly 
Saint Patrick can't we jist Avalk across the road back-
Avards, and make the divils think Ave are going the 
other way ?" 

The party acted on Ripley's suggestion, and Avhen 
the Mexicans came up a few hours afterAvards, they 
took the back track, and the poor wounded Texans 
were permitted to limp and hobble fi'om the Rio 
Grande to San Antonio, subsisting alone on tAvo mule-
rabbits and tAVO Mexican buzzards, besides what little 
they had started AAdth. 

On one occasion Robert Beal, who Avas shot through 
the right lung, fell down in the deep sandy road, gave 
up and said he could go no farther. 

The little party halted for consultation and again 
Ripley's AAdt Avas of service. Speaking loud enough 
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for Beal to hear him, he said: " I t will niver do to 
lave the pore mon here to die of hunger and thirst, 
and thin be ate up by wdld bastes. Not at all, at all! 
But as we can't afford to stay here and starve AvIth 
him, we must shoot the poor fellow and put him out 
of his misery ! " 

This kind suggestion had a vivifying effect on Mr. 
Robert Beal, who immediately arose and continued 
his locomotion, and after a few more days of toil and 
suffering, arrived safely in San Antonio, no doubt per
fectly satisfied with the 

" Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war." 

The f olloAving graphic sketch of an Indian fight is 
from the pen of Rezin P. Bowie, brother of James 
Bowie, the hero of Concepcion and the Alamo, who 
was also in this contest, which took place on the Sani 
Saba, about four years before his death: 

" Their number being so far greater than ours (164 
to 11), it was agreed that Rezin P. Bowie should be 
sent out to talk with them, and endeavor to compro
mise rather than attempt a fight. He accordingly 
started, with David Blichanan in company, and 
walked up to within about forty yards of Avhere they 
had halted, and requested them, in their own tongue, 
to send forward their chief, as he Avanted to talk with 
him. Their answer was, ' How de do ? how de do ?' 
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in English, and a discharge of twelve shots at us, one 
of which broke Buchanan's leg. Bowie returned 
their salutation with the contents of a double-barrelled 
gun and a pistol. He then took Buchanan on his 
shoulder, and started back to the encampment. They 
then opened a heavy fire upon us, which wounded 
Buchanan in two more places, slightly, and piercing 
Bowde's hunting-shirt in several places without doing 
him any injury. When they found their shot failed to 
bring BoAvie doAvn, eight Indians, on foot, took after 
him Avith their tomahawks, and, when close upon him, 
were discovered by his party, who rushed out with 
their rifles, and brought down four of them—the 
other four retreating back to the main body. We 
then returned to our position, and all was still for 
about five minutes. 

" We then discovered a hill to the northeast at 
the distance of sixty yards, red AvIth Indians, who 
opened a heavy fire upon us with loud yells—their 
chief, on horseback, urging them in a loud and audible 
voice to the charge, Avalking his horse perfectly com
posed. When we first discovered him, om* guns were 
all empty, with the exception of Mr. Hamm's. James 
Bowie cried out, ' Who is loaded ?' Mr. Hamm 
answered, ' I am.' He was then told to shoot that 
Indian on horseback. He did so, and broke his leg, 
and killed his horse. We now discovered him hop-

• • • i 
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ping round his horse on one leg, with his shield on 
his arm to keep off the balls. By this time, four of 
our party, being reloaded, fired at the same instant, 
and all the balls took effect through the shield. He 
fell, and was immediately surrounded by six or eight 
of his tribe, who picked him up and bore him off. 
Several of these were shot by our party. The whole 
body then retreated back of the hill, out of sight, with 
the exception of a few Indians, who were running 
about from tree to tree, out of gunshot. 

" They now covered the hill the second time, bring
ing up their bowmen, who had not been in action 
before, and commenced a heavy fire with balls and 
arroAVS, which we returned by a well-directed aim 
with our rifles. At this instant another chief ap
peared on horseback, near the spot where the last one 
fell. The same question of ' Who is loaded ?' was 
asked. The answer was, 'Nobody; ' when little 
Charles, the mulatto servant, came running up with 
Buchanan's rifle, which had not been discharged 
since he Avas Avounded, and handed it to James 
Bowie, AÂho instantly fired and brought him doAvn 
from his horse. He was surrounded by six or eight 
of his tribe, as was the last, and borne off under our 
fire. 

"During the time we were engaged in defending 
ourselves from the Indians on the hill, some fifteen or 
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twenty of the Caddo tribe had succeeded in getting 
under the bank of the creek, in our rear, at about 
forty yards' distance, and opened a heavy fire upon us, 
Avhich wounded Matthew Doyle, the ball entering the 
left breast and coming out at the back. As soon as 
he cried out that he Avas wounded, Thomas M'Caslin 
hastened to the spot Avhere he fell, and observed, 
' Where is the Indian that shot Doyle ?' He was told 
by a more experienced hand not to venture there, as, 
from the reports of their guns, they must be riflemen. 
At that instant he discovered an Indian, and, wdiile 
in the act of raising his piece, was shot through the 
centre of the body, and expired. Robert Armstrong 
exclaimed, 'D—n the Indian that shot M'Caslin, 
where is he ?' He was told not to venture there, as 
they must be riflemen; but, on discovering an Indian, 
and Avhile bringing his gun up, he Avas fired at, and 
part of the stock of his gun cut off, and the ball 
lodged against the barrel. During this time our ene
mies had formed a complete circle round us, occupying 
the points of rocks, scattering trees, and bushes. The 
firing then became general from all quarters. Finding 
our situation too much exposed among the trees, we 
were obliged to leave them, and take to the thickets. 
The first thing necessary was to dislodge the riflemen 
from under the bank of the creek, who were within 
point-blank shot. This Ave soon succeeded in doing. 
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by shooting the most of them through the head, as we 
had the advantage of seeing them when they could 
not see us. 

" The road we had cut round the thicket the night 
previous gave us now an advantageous situation over 
that of our enemy, as we had a fair view of them In 
the prairie, while we were completely hid. We 
baffied their shots by moving six or eight feet the 
moment we had fired, as their only mark was the 
smoke of our guns. They would put tAventy balls 
within the size of a pocket-handkerchief, where they 
had seen the smoke. In this manner we foug-ht 
them two hours, and had one man wounded—James 
Corriell—who was shot through the arm, and the 
ball lodged in the side, first cutting away a small 
bush, which prevented it from penetrating deeper 
than the size of it. 

" They now discoA^ered that we Avere not to be dis
lodged from the thicket, and the uncertainty of kill
ing us at random; they suffering very much from the 
fire of our rifles, which brought half a dozen down at 
every round. They now determined to resort to stra
tagem, by putting fire to the dry grass in the prairie, 
for the double purpose of routing us from our posi
tion, and, under cover of the smoke, to carry aAvay 
their dead and wounded, which lay near us. Tlie 
AAind was now bloAving fi'om the west, and they 
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placed the fire in that quarter, where it burned down 
alL the grass to the creek, and then bore off to the 
right and left, leaving around our position a space of 
about five acres untouched by the fire. Under cover 
of this smoke they succeeded in carrying off a por
tion of their dead and wounded. In the meantime, 
our party was engaged in scraping aAvay the dry 
grass and leaves from our wounded men and bag
gage, to prevent the fire from passing over them; and 
likewise in piling up rocks and bushes to answer the 
purpose of a breastwork. They now discovered they 
had failed in routing us by the fire, as they had 
anticipated. They then reoccupied the points of 
rocks and trees in the prairie, and commenced another 
attack. The firing continued for some time, when 
the wind suddenly shifted to the north, and blew 
very hard. 

" We now discovered our dangerous situation, 
should the Indians succeed in putting fire to the small 
spot w^hich we occupied, and kept a strict watch all 
around. The two servant-boys were employed in 
scraping away dry grass and leaves from around the 
baggage, and pulling up rocks and placing them 
around the Avounded men. The point from which the 
wind now blew being favorable to fire our position, 
one of the Indians succeeded in crawling down the 
creek, and putting fire to the grass that had not been 

MMM 
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burnt; but, before he could retreat back to his party, 
he was killed by Robert Armstrong. 

" At this time we saw no hopes of escape, as the 
fire Avas coming down rapidly before the wind, flam
ing ten feet high, and directly for the spot we occu
pied. What was to be done ? We must either be 
burnt up alive, or driven into the prairie among the 
savages. This encouraged the Indians; and, to make 
it more aAArful, their shouts and yells rent the air— 
they, at the same time, firing upon us about twenty 
shots a minute. As soon as the smoke hid us from 
their view, we collected together and held a consul
tation as to what was best to be done. Our first im
pression was, that they might charge on us under 
cover of the smoke, as we could make but one effec
tual fire : the sparks were flying about so thickly that 
no man could open his powder-horn Avithout running 
the risk of being blown up. However, we finally 
came to a determination, had they charged us, to give 
them one fire, place our backs together, draw our 
knives, and fight them as long as any one of us was 
left alive. The next question was, should they not 
charge us, and AVC retain our position, we must be 
burnt up. I t was then decided that each man should 
take care of himself as well as he could until the fire 
arrived at the ring around our baggage and wounded 
men, and there it should be smothered with buffalo-
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robes, bear-skins, deer-skins, and blankets; Avhich, after 
a great deal of exertion, we succeeded in doing. 

" Our thicket being so much burnt and scorched 
that it afforded little or no shelter, AVC all got into 
the ring that was made around our wounded men 
and baggage, and commenced building our breastwork 
higher, with the loose rocks from the inside, and dirt 
dug up with our knives and sticks. During this last fire 
the Indians had succeeded in removing all their killed 
and wounded which lay near us. I t was now sun
down, and we had been warmly engaged with the 
Indians since sunrise; and they, seeing us still alive 
and ready for fight, drew off at a distance of three 
hundred yards, and encamped for the night." 

No other attack was made upon the little party 
which remained on the field of battle eight days, 
when the Indians, who were Caddoes and Tehuacanas, 
having retired, they saddled up and returned to the 
settlements, with a loss of one man killed, three 
wounded, and five horses killed and three wounded, 
Avhile the Indian loss, as reported to the Comanches, 
was eighty-two killed and wounded. 

During the administration of President Houston, 
which extended from Oct. 22d, 1836, to Dec. 9th, 
1838, crops were good and immigration and capital 
flowed into the country. Galveston and Houston 
grew amazingly, trade and commerce increased, and 

imm 
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the gold and silver received for the cotton alone 
amounted to millions of dollars. This, with the 
money brought in by immigrants (which was esti
mated at about $1,000 per head), afforded something 
of a circulating medium, and when the cash notes, pay
able in cows and calves, were added to these, the people 
got on flnely, and prospered much more than they cÂ er 
did in the same period under Mexican Government. 

Galveston, in 1836, hardly received into its harbor 
one vessel a month. In 1838, says Yoakum, "vessels 
were arriving daily, and the harbor presented the ap
pearance of an Atlantic port. The merchants who 
had previously confined their trade to New Orleans 
were now extending their business to the Eastern 
cities.* With the demand from the interior grew up 
the traffic between Galveston and Houston. This 
trade was carried on by four steamboats; and the 
growth of the last-named town was equally rapid. 
For the first quarter of 1838, the imports at Galveston 
were over a quarter of a million, and the duties about 
$51,000." 

The Treasurer's report showed a net revenue from 
imports, for the year ending September, 1838, of 

* ' ' Telegraph, February 17,1838. A writer in that paper of June, 16, 1838, 

says that, twelve months previous to that time, there was but one building 

there, but at the time he wrote there were fifty or sixty elegant buildings, 

and fifteen or twenty vessels in the harbor." 
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$278,000; a circulation of $684,000 of promissory 
notes; a funded debt of $427,000; unpaid audited 
claims, $775,000 — exhibiting an indebtedness of 
$1,886,000. However, as it is unreasonable to sup
pose, as Lieut. Yoakum does, that the $278,000 was 
applied to the part payment of the public debt in
stead of to the government expenses, the debt of 
Texas at this time, September, 1838, was $2,164,000. 

On the 16th of March, 1837, Deaf Smith, with 
tAventy-one Rangers, was attacked five miles east of 
Laredo, on the Chan9on, by forty Mexican cavalrymen, 
who, after an engagement of forty-five minutes, retired 
with a loss of ten killed and as many wounded. Col. 
J. N. Seguin and Captain Rodriguez, with companies 
of Mexican Texans, ranged the country between 
Matamoras and San Antonio. On the 25th of Febru
ary, 1837, CoL Seguin, by order of his commander-in-
chief, collected the ashes of the defenders of the Ala
mo under- Travis, Avhose bodies had been burned by 
Santa Anna, and having placed them in a neat black 
coffin, buried them with the honors of war. 

CoL Neill, in a bloody battle with the Comanches, 
on the 25th of October, 1838, at Jose Maria (Fort 
Graham), gained great eclat for himself and his com
mand. The Indians, leaving many of their warriors 
dead, retired from the contest. 

On the 16th of October, 1838, Gen. Rusk, at Kicka-
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poo Town, near Fort Llouston, on the Trinity, with 200 
hastily levied men, defeated a large body of Indians, 
AÂho fled, leaving eleven Avaridors dead on the field. 

In August, 1838, the Mexican residents of Na
cogdoches took up arms and concentrated on the 
Angelina, to the number of 150. President Houston 
issued a proclamation requiring them to disperse. 

To this pi'oclamation their leaders answered in the 
following letter: 

"The citizens of Nacogdoches, being tired of un
just treatment, and of the usurpation of their rights, 
cannot do less than state that they are embodied, 
with arms in their hands, to sustain those rights and 
those of the nation to which they belong. They are 
ready to shed the last drop of their blood; and de
clare, as they have heretofore done, that they do not 
acknowledge the existing laws, through Avhich they 
are offered guarantees (by the proclamation) for their 
lives and properties. They only ask that you AVIII 

not molest their families, promising In good faith to 
do the same in regard to yours. 

" VICENTE CORDOYA, A. CORDA, • 

" NAT. NORKIS; C. MORALES, 

" J . ARRIOLA, JOSHUA ROBERTSON, 

" J. VICENTE MICHELI, JUAN JOSE RODRIQUES, 

" J. SANTOS COY, and others. 

"Avgif^t 10, 1838." 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 4 0 1 

Notwithstanding these brave words, on the ap
proach of Gen. Rusk with troops, they fled and 
scattered. 

Subsequent events will show that they were in
cited to this course by Mexican emissaries. 

In 1838, Texas mourned the untimely death of " the 

keenest blade of San Jacinto," CoL John A. Whar
ton, and the heroic captor of Goliad and first Chief-
Justice of Texas, James Collingsworth. 

Although their loss wae a public calamity, we 

know that 

" In the midst of life we are in death." 

Yet in that of these tw ô distinguished Texans, we 

can rejoice that while 

" Cowards die many times. 
These heroes never tasted death but once I '* 



CHAPTER XV. 

Lamar and Burnet inaugurated President and Vice-President.—Extracts 

from Lamar's Inaugural Address.—His Indian Policy.—Expulsion of 

the Cherokees from Texas, and Death of their chief, Bolles.—Admiral 

Baudin takes Vera Cruz and visits Texas.—Treaty with France.— 

Texas' Minister to Mexico rejected.—War with the Comanches.—Death 

of Mrs. Coleman, her son, Jacob Burleson, and Edward Blakey.—Mrs. 

Blakey.—The Navy in 1839.—Austin selected as the Capital—Sur

rounding Country. 

THE September election resulted in the choice of 

Vice-President Lamar for President, and D. G. 

Burnet, the ex-provisional President, for Vice-Presi

dent, who were inaugurated at Houston the 9th of 

December, 1838. 

The Houston Telegraph, of the 12th of December, 
1838, says of President Lamar's inaugural address: 

" I t was received with general approbation. It 
was pleasing to notice the remarkable degree of con
fidence and esteem that was everywhere manifested 
toward President Lamar. He is almost unanimously 
recrarded as the pride and ornament of his country; 
and from his administration the most fortunate re
sults are expected." 

"The character of my administration," he said. 
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"may be anticipated in the domestic nature of our 

government and peaceful habits of the people. 

Looking upon agriculture, commerce, and the useful 

arts as the true basis of all national strength and 

glory, it will be my leading policy to aAvaken into 

vigorous activity the wealth, talent, and enterprise of 

the country; and, at the same time, to lay the foun

dation of those higher institutions for moral and men

tal culture, without which no government, on demo

cratic principles, can prosper, nor the people long pre-

serA ê their liberties. In the management of our 

foreign intercourse, I would recommend that AVC deal 

justly with all nations, aggressively to none; pre

serve friendly and amicable relations with such as 

may be disposed to reciprocate the policy, and, avoid

ing all protracted and perplexing negotiations, court 

free and unrestricted commerce AA^herever it may be 

the interest of our people to carry the national flag. 

Preferring peace, but not averse from war, I shall be 

ever ready to adjust all differences wdth our enemies 

by friendly discussion and arrangement, and at the 

same time be equally prompt to adopt either offensive 

or defensive operations, as their disposition and our 

own safety may render necessaiy." 

Speaking of annexation, he said: 

" Notwithstanding the almost undivided voice of 

my fellow-citizens at one time in favor of the measure, 

mmm 
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and notwithstanding the decision of the National 
Congress at its last session, inhibiting the chief 
magistrate from withdrawing the proposition of 'an
nexation to the United States, from the further con
sideration of that government, I have never been able 
myself to perceive the policy of the desired connec
tion, or discover in it any advantage, either civil, po
litical, or commercial, which could possibly result to 
Texas. But, on the contrary, a long train of conse
quences, of the most appalling character and magni
tude, have never failed to present themselves when
ever I have entertained the subject, and forced upon 
my mind the unwelcome conviction that the step 
once taken would produce a lasting regret, and ulti
mately prove as disastrous to our liberty and hopes 
as the triumphant sword of the enemy. And I say 
this from no irreverence to the character and institu
tions of my native country—whose welfare I have 
ever desired, and do still desire aboA ê my individual 
happiness—but a deep and abiding gratitude to the 
people of Texas, as well as a fervent devotion to 
those sacred principles of government Avhose defence 
invited me to this country, compel me to say, that, 

however strong may be my attachment to the parent 

land, the land of my adoption must claim 7ny highest 

allegiance and affection." 

After referring to uncongenial communities on 
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account of slavery, to free Prade, and to the thraldom 

of ta/riff restrictions, he said: 

" When I reflect upon these vast and momentous con
sequences, so fatal to liberty on the one hand, and so 
fraught with happiness and glory on the other, I can-

not regard the annexation of Texas to the American 

Union in any other light than as the grave of all 

her hopes of happiness and greatness ; and if, con
trary to the present aspect of affairs, the amalgama
tion shall ever hereafter take place, I shall feel that 
the blood of our martyred heroes had been shed in 
vain—^that we had riven the chains of Mexican des
potism only to fetter our countiy with indissoluble 
bonds, and that a young republic just rising into 
high distinction among the nations of the earth had 
been swallowed up and lost, like a proud bark in 
a devouring vortex. 

" W e have already laid the groundwork success
fully and well, and it is only necessary now, that 
we pay proper attention to the strength and sym
metry of the superstructure. As in the natural 
sciences, discoveries are daily being made, so in the 
art of good government, the great teacher. Time, is 
continually suggesting new and important changes, 
which, as a wdse people, we should be ever ready 
advisedly to adopt, undeterred by the di*ead of inno
vation; and with conscious rectitude for our guide, 
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move boldly onward in the rapid march of improve
ment, and keep pace with the progress of successful 
experiment. The American Constitution is certainly 
the highest effort of political wisdom, and approaches 
more nearly to perfection than any other social com
pact for the government of man; yet a fair trial of 
fifty years has detected in that sacred chart many 
serious and alarming errors, w^hich if we AVIII but 
Avisely avoid, at the same time adopting its favorable 
features, and availing ourselves of all the lights of 
modern experience, we shall soon be able to devise 
and perfect a system of our own which shall surpass 
its model as far as that has excelled all others. To 
achieve this desirable end, we must turn to the great 
volume of History that lies open before us, and profit 
by the lessons it teaches. We may gather from its 
faithful records, not only a knoAvledge of Avhat has 
been tested by other nations, and found to be practi
cally beneficial or pernicious; but we may be taught 
the more solemn and important truth, that the insta
bility of governments has not resulted from anything 
inlierent in the nature of human institutions to flourish 
and decay, like the A^egetable kingdom, but from the 
fact that all, with the exception of the American Con
stitution, have been the result of chance, vice, and 
rapacity, instead of being fashioned by reflection, and 
based upon the solid grounds of private integrity aud 
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public morals. The principles of virtue and justice 
are unchangeable and indestructible, and the govern
ment which shall be reared upon the one, and admin
istered upon the other, cannot fail to be an eternal 
bulwark to the rights of man." ^ 

In another part of his Message he spoke of the 
border or ag7'icultural Indians, of Eastern Texas, and 
denounced them as intruders and disturbers of the 
public peace. 

Although the Cherokees, under Bolles, had settled 
on the Neches, a few miles north of Nacogdoches, in 
1822, with the permission of the Mexicans and a 
promise of uninterrupted possession, AAhich had been 
guaranteed to them by the CONSULTATION and the 
treaty made by Houston and Forbes in 1836, yet they 
were intruders, and should be removed. 

Depredations and murders were frequent on the 
frontier, and when accused of doing them, the Chero
kees laid the blame upon " the wild Indians!" 

In order to guard the frontier as well as watch 
the Cherokees, Major Walters with two compa
nies of troops were ordered to occupy the Neches 

Saline, which the Cherokees claimed as belonging to 
them. 

Bolles notified Major Walters that the Cherokees 

would resist this occupation by force and a7'ms. 

Major Walters reported this fact to the Secretary 
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of War in November, 1839, but did not enter the ter
ritory of the Cherokees. 

NOAV, before this time, Manuel Flores, an agent of 
the Mexican Government, Avith some twenty-five men, 
passed between Seguin and San Antonio, w:here they 
murdered and robbed the defenceless, but were after
wards pursued, overtaken, and entirely defeated by 
Lieut. Jas. O. Rice on the San Gabriel fork of Little 
River, about fifteen miles from Austin. Rice cap
tured 300 lbs. of powder, a like quantity of shot, 
balls, and bar-lead, and more than a hundred 
mules and horses. Flores was killed, and on his per
son were found papers and letters showing the grand 
strategy of the Mexican policy of arousing and incit
ing all the border Indians to aid them in their war 
with Texas. Flores had messages from General 
Canalize, the successor of Filisola at Matamoras, to 
the chiefs of the Caddoes, Seminoles, Biloxies, Chero
kees, Kickapoos, Brazos, Tehuacanas, and perhaps \ 

others, promising them the lands on which they had 
settled, and assuring them that they need " expect 
nothing from those greedy adventurers for land, who 
wish even to deprive the Indians of the sun that 
warms and viAdfies them, and who would not cease to 
injure them while the grass grows aud Avater runs." 

By concert of action at the same time that the 
Mexican army marched into San Antonio, the Indians 
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were to light up the AÂ hole frontier vAdth the flames of 
Texan dwellings and cause the very air to resound 
with the cries of their women and children. 

Whatever title the Cherokees had to their lands, 
and Avithout doubt it was not far from a perfect one, 
they forfeited it by entering into the Avar Avith Mex
ico against Texas. 

So upon receiving the notification of Bolles, through 
Major Walters, the Secretary of War, Gen. A. S. 
Johnston ordered Gen. Ed. Burleson Avith 400 men 
from the Colorado, CoL Landrum's regiment from 
Eastern Texas, and the Nacogdoches regiment under 
Gen. Rusk, to march into the Cherokee nation, and 
the entire force to act under the command of Gen. K. 
H. Douojlas. 

Commissioners preceded the troops and met the 
Indians in council, Avhom they promised to pay for 
their improveme7its, but required to surrender their 
gun-locks, and retire to the Cherokee nation of their 
brethren north of Red River, which the Indians 
refused to do, whereupon Gen. Douglas and troops 
attacked the poor Indians, and'after tAvo engagements, 
on the 15th and 16th of July, 1839, Avherein t ;e In
dians Avere defeated with a loss of about 100 warriors, 
including their chief, Bolles (or BoAvles—like Texan, 
Texlan aud Texas—use justifies either), Avhile the 

whites lost eight killed and thirty w^ounded, drove 
18 

^H 
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them out of the countiy, burned their villages and 
made desolate their green fields. 

In his report Gen. Douglas says: 

"The Cherokees, DelaAvares, Shawnees, Caddoes, 
Kickapoos, Biloxies, Creeks, Ouchies, Muskogees, and 
some Seminoles, had established during the past 
spring and summer many villages, and cleared and 
planted extensive fields of corn, beans, peas, etc., pre
paring evidently for an efficient co-operation with 
the Mexicans in a war with this country." 

In speaking of the territory of the Cherokees 
through which he marched, he says : " In point of rich
ness of soil, and the beauty of situation, water, and 
productions, it w^ould vie with the best portions of 
Texas." 

This expulsion of the Indians from Texas was con
trary to the advice and wishes of Gen. Houston, who 
spoke of it as an outrage, and in violation of treaty 
obligations and the public faith. 

After a pursuit of ten days, the troops were 
marched back to the settlements, when they were 
disbanded and returned to their homes. 

The Cherokees, haAdng no home but the Avilderness, 
thenceforth fed on wild game and reA -̂enge. "For 
eighteen months afterward," says Major John Worth-
am, a AVorthy officer in those engagements, " the In
dians came back in small parties, and committed fear-
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ful depredations upon the lives and property of the 
people on the frontier." 

During the early part of President Lamar's admin
istration, the French, through Admiral Baudin, kept the 
Mexicans busy at home by blockading their ports. 

On the 27th of November, 1838, Admiral Baudin, 
falling to bring them to terms, notified Gen. Rincon, the 
commandant of the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, that 
unless satisfaction Avas immediately given for Mexican 
injuries to France that he should commence hostilities. 

The commandant declining to give the desired sat
isfaction, the Admiral bombarded, and after an en 
gagement of four hours took San Juan d'Ulloa, killing 
and Avounding about 600 Mexicans. In March, 1839, 
Gen. Santa Anna, after attempting to driv^e the 
French from Vera Cruz and losing a leg for his pains, 
concluded a treaty Avith France, AA'hich being shortly 
afterwards ratified by Mexico, the Admiral left Mex
ico, and on his way home visited Gah^eston, Avhere 
he was received and entertained AAdth distinguished 
consideration as a most welcome guest of the city. 

According to Kennedy : " An address of Avelcome, 
accompanied by the freedom of the city, Avas present
ed by the mayor and aldermen of Gah'eston to Ad
miral Baudin, AVIIO, In acknoAvledgIng the compliment, 
expressed himself gratified to find that AA'hat he had 
done in Mexico had proA êd beneficial to so just a 
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cause as that of the Texan people. He hoped it 
AÂ ould prove beneficial to the several nations who, 
either as friends or foes, had to deal AvIth Mexico. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to his feelings, he 
said, than to be considered one of a community like 
theirs, w^hose industry and energy he so much admired. 
He assured them that he would greatly prefer being 
the humblest member of a well-regulated and thriving 
community like that of Galveston, than to move in 
the sphere of wealth and power in a corrupt and de
caying society." 

The friendship thus commenced betAveen France 
and Texas Avas followed, on the 25th of September, 
1839 (the same year), by a treaty of amity, naAdga-
tiou, and commerce, signed on the part of Texas by 
J. Pinckney Henderson, and on that of France by 
Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia and President of 
the Council. 

Having signed the treaty, the Marshal said: ^L am 

proud to have acted as the European godfather of 

Texas ! " 
Great Britain folloAved on Nov. 16th, 1840, and 

thus enabled Col. Ashbel Smith to gain the rep
utation of a most skilful and consummate diplomat
ist while rei)resentiiig Texas at the court of St. James. 

Some little trade having sprung up between the 
Mexicans of San Antonio, the Nueces and the Rio 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 413 

Grande, President Lamar issued a proclamation for 
its encouragement, stating that Mexican goods might 
be carried over the Rio Grande into Texas f7'ee from 
Mexico, provided that those from Texas Avere permit
ted to pass into Mexico free from molestation. 

In March, 1839, he appointed Barnard E. Bee Min
ister to Mexico, Avho aridAdng on the Mexican coast, 
notified the authorities of the country of his mission, 
but not recelviuf]: a favorable ansAver he returned. 

The Vera Cruz Censor thus reflected upon Tex
ans and their minister Avhen he A\'as off Sacrlficlos : 
" We do not knoAÂ  AA'hich most to admire, the audacity 
of those brigands in sending us their peddler to ask us 
to allow the peaceable possession of their robbery, or 
the ansAver the commandant-general gave to the indi
vidual AA'ho apprised him of the arrival of this quix
otic ambassador. From the tenor of the reply, it 
appears that, if he lands, he will be accommodated 
Avith lodgings at the prison. Nevertheless, the 
Supreme Government Avill designate AA'hat ought defi
nitely to be done. The commandant says he is not 
aAvare of the existence of a nation called the ' Republic 
of Texas ; ' but only of a horde of adventurers, in 
rebellion ag-alnst the laAvs of the o-overnment of the 
republic." 

On the 22d of February, 1839, CoL John 
H. Moore, W. P. Hardeman, Flacco, Castro and 
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others, aggregating sixty-five whites and forty-one 
Lipans, mostly from La Grange and Bastrop, at
tacked the Comanches in their camp on Wallace's 
Creek, seven miles from San Saba, and completely 
surprised them, but failing to push their advantage, 
they lost their horses and marched home on foot, Avith 
the loss of one man accidentally killed and seven 
wounded. 

The early history of Texas and a life on the fron
tier may be exemplified by the following incidents, 
the truth of which many living witnesses about Aus
tin can prove: 

Early in the spring of 1839, wdien the trees were 
covered with green leaves, and the earth with grass 
and variegated flowers, Avhich perfumed the air Avith 
their fragrance; when the forest resounded Avith the 
" native wood-notes Avild " of feathered songsters, and 
everything alive seemed to rejoice in existence, a 
band of 500 Indians attacked the settlements near 
Austin, just located in the hunting-ground of the 
Comanches. 

They first attacked, about 10 o'clock A.M., the house 
of Mrs. Coleman, near the Colorado River, sixteen miles 
beloAV Austin. She Avas in the garden at the time 
AvIth her little son Thomas, aged about seven years, 
and on the approach of the savages she called her 
little boy and ran into the house. Mrs. Coleman, 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 415 

outrunning her son, arrived at the house first, when 
looking round for him, an Indian pierced her througli 
the neck AvIth an arroAA ;̂ she then entered her house, 
and assisted another son, thirteen years old, in barring 
the door. 

There were also in the house her tAvo daughters, 
about nine and eleven years old; and an infant son, 
who took refuge under the bed. 

After barring the door, Mrs. Coleman, AAdth her 
maternal instinct of defending her young ones, seized 
a rifle, and seating herself in a chair, Avith the weapon 
on her knees, drcAÂ  the deadly arrow^ from her neck, 
and almost immediately thereafter fell from the chair 
and expired, covering the floor with her blood. 

The boy seized the gun, and as the Indians ap-
proaciied, first shot their chief, AÂho fell dead on the 
door-steps, and then reloading, fired twice more, kill
ing another Indian and wounding a third, Avhen one 
of the savages thrust his spear through a hole in the 
side of the house, and pierced the brave boy through 
the body. 

He fell near the bed where his sisters and brother 
lay concealed, Avhen the eldest took his head in her 
lap ; w^hile bleeding to death he said to the poor little 
orphans: 

" I Avill not groan to let them knoAv I am wound
ed." Then, with his expiring breath he said to them: 

•in 
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" Father is dead ! Mother is dead ! and I am dying! 
but something tells me that God will protect you ! " 

The Indians then broke open the door, but hear
ing voices under the bed, and fearing more deadly 
bullets, after piercing the dead bodies with their 
spears, by thrasting them through the door, retired, 
taking with them little Thomas, but leaving the other 
three defenceless children terribly frightened, but un
harmed. 

A few hours after, when relief came, they crawded 
from their place of concealment, and in giving their 
dear mother a farewell kiss, wet their clothes in her 
blood. 

The Indians next attacked Dr. Joe Robertson's 
residence, about 350 yards from Mrs. Coleman's, and 
captured all but one of his negroes, but the Doctor 
was fortunately on a visit with his family, and thus 
escaped. 

After robbing the premises, they next Avent to the 
place known afterwards as Well's Fort, where the 
three families of Mrs. Wells, John Walters, and G. 
W. Davis resided, but just before arriving at the 
houses, sixteen frontiersmen deployed in the front 
and stopped them, but retired before the Indians, 
taking the three families mounted behind them to 
Fort Wilbarger. 

The Indians were on foot, and turning off from 
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the last place attacked, to Wilbarger Creek, camped 
for the night, and burled their dead, while the fi'on-
tiersmen divided, a fcAv remaining to Avatch the In
dians, and the rest scattering as couriers over the 
country to raise men to fight them. By daylight 
eighty men had assembled at Wilbarger's, and Gen. 
Ed. Burleson, assuming command, marched to meet 
the Indians, leaving a detail of five men to guard the 
women and children. 

Gen. Burleson came up Avith the Indians about one 
o'clock in the open prairie near Brushy Creek, about 
twenty miles northeast of Austin, Avhen, dividing his 
men into tAVO parties, one of Avhicli Capt. James Rogers 
led, and he the other, they charged the Indians, Avho 
took position in the bend of a ravine covered Avith 
scrubby elm and cactus. 

The Indians at first retired before the galling fire of 
Burleson's men, but recovering, they charged and forced 
Burleson and his party back over the same ground. 
The contest lasted from one o'clock till night, Avhen the 
Indians retired from the field of battle, beating their 
drums, rattling their shields, and singing their war 
songs, carrying Avith them their dead [md Avounded, 
supposed to be about eighty warriors. 

Burleson lost four killed, viz., Jacob, his brother. 
Rev. James Gilleland, John Walters, Edward Blakey, 

and several Avounded. 
18* 
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Jacob Burleson Avas killed in front, and his body 
fell into the temporary possession of the Indians, Avho 
cut off his hands, scal])ed him and cut out his heart, 
AA'hich they took off Avith them. 

Wearied and exhausted from marching, fasting, 
and fighting, Burleson returned to Fort Wilbarger 
the next day after the battle, bearing the bodies of 
his dead, Avlien a more painful scene Avas never Avit
nessed ; the bereaved Avife wept for her lost husband, 
the mother for her only son, and brothers and sisters 
for their brothers. 

One incident occurred, AvhIch equals or surpasses 
anything of the kind recorded in Grecian or Roman 
history. 

On arriving at the fort, the bodies of the dead 
were laid out, preparatory to their funeral obsequies, 
in a room by themseh^es. 

Mrs. Blakey, on starting into the room to take a 
last look at her son, was stopped and Informed that he 
was shot in the face, and so mano-led and dlsfisfured 
that the sight Avould be so horrid and painful that she 
must not go in ! 

She claimed and demanded her right as mother to 
take a last look at her son. It Avas granted, and go
ing into the room she kneeled doAAm by his dead 
body, wdped the blood and brains oozing out from off 
his forehead, kissed him, and for a moment rested her 
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head upon his manly breast, and then rising, pale and 
calm, she exclaimed with tearless dignity: " His 
father and brother died in defence of their country, 
now he is dead—my only remaining protector ! But 
if I had a thousand sons, and my country needed them, 
I would cheerfully give them up." 

God grant this mother and son the ineffable joys of 
paradise, and inspire all Texans with the same tran
scendent virtue and patriotic devotion ! 

In 1839, the Texan navy was increased by the addi
tion of the steamship of war Zavala, the schooners 
San Antonio, San Jacinto, and Sam Be7'nard, and the 
brig Colorado, AA'hich, wdth the Cha7'leston and Poto

mac, composed the navy of Texas, and cost the 7'epub' 

lie about $800,000 in government bonds. 

On the 14th January, 1839, the Congress of Texas 
apjDointed Messrs. A. C. Horton, L. P. Cook, Wm. Meni
fee, J. Campbell, and the distinguished major of the 
HORSE MARINES, I. W. Burton, Commissioners to se
lect a*site for the capital of the republic, who made 
choice of the present location. 

Judge Edwin Waller, in whose honor Waller Coun
ty was named, surveyed and laid off the city into lots, 
selected sites for public buildings and erected them. 

In selecting the site for the capitol, he was forcibly 
struck with the very remarkable resemblance between 
the landscape south of Capitol Hill in Austin and 

^•iM ^mm 
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that in the same direction from the capitol in Wash 
ington, D. C. 

Standing on top of Capitol Hill in Austin, and look
ing doAvn Congress Avenue, he beheld the Colorado 
River and Heights, with the surrrounding scenery so 
strangely similar to Pennsylvania Avenue, the Poto
mac, Arlington Heights and the adjacent country, that, 
smitten with the singular coincidence, he thereupon 
instantly thrust his Jacob staff into the green SAvard, 
and (it is said) joyfully exclaimed, not in the famous 
word of the Indian chief on selecting the site of his 
camp, Alaba7na! but in the ever-memorable language 
of the Grecian sage: Eureka. 

It has been said in praise of Texans that after their 
losses at the Alamo and Goliad, when the glorious vic
tory of San Jacinto made them a free people, that 
they located the capital of their young republic on 
their extreme frontier amid the war-paths of the In
dians, with the daring resolution of extending their 
settlements to and around it. That, imitating the 
Douglas when he threw the heart of Bruce in the 
midst of the Saracens towards the Holy Land, whither 
he had promised to take it, but with better success 
than the Scottish chief, they threw out the ban
ner of the Lone Star beyond the outer wall of civili
zation among the hills overlooked by Mount Bonnel, In 
full vIcAV of Barton's lovely springs and the beautiful 
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river and fertile valley of the Colorado; and that 
banner they have followed and defended. 

Often has Austin suffered from the raids of the red 
man, still slowly, but firmly, that banner was fortified 
AvIth happy homes, brave men and fair ladles, and 
noAV its gardens fiourish and its fruits and flow^ers 
grow in hearing of steam engines and locomotives. 

To give an idea of the country around Austin, I will 
relate the the following incident: 

Several years a.go, General Sam Houston and 
Judge Williamson, familiarly knoAvn in Texas as 
Threedegged Willie, together ascended Mount Bon-
nell, which overlooks Austin and all the surrounding 
country for miles. After looking around and survey
ing the beauties of nature spread out before them— 
the mountain-tops In the distance mingling with the 
sky ; the thousands of horses, sheep, cattle, SAvine and 
goats, neighing, bleating, lowing, skipping and play
ing, as far as* the eye could reach; the beautiful 
farms, the costly houses of the rich, and the humble 
but neat cottages of the poor; the lovely valley of 
the Colorado, and Barton's famous creek, dearer to 
Austinians than Pharpar and Abana to the people of 
Damascus—General Houston, filled AvIth admiration 
at the transcendent loveliness and inspiring grandeur 
of the scenery, slapped his companion on the shoulder 
and exclaimed: 
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" ' Pon my soul, Williamson, this must be the very 
identical spot Avhere the devil took our Saviour to 
shoAv and tempt Him with the riches and beauties of 
the worid!" 

"Yes, general," responded Judge Williamson; 
"and if Jesus Christ had been fallible, He Avould 
haÂ e accepted his satanic majesty's proposition!" 

A distinguished sportsman of Austin thus writes 
to the Tu7f, Field and Fa7^m: 

" Though, like every ardent sportsman, a devoted 
lover of the beauties of Nature, animate and inani
mate, yet it so happened that, shooting over the 
ground only in the autumn and Avinter, it had hardly 
occurred to me to imagine hoAV lovely it looked in 
the pleasant spring-time. 

" In approaching the spot AÂ here we intended to 
try our luck, you gradually ascend from the valley, 
until, at the end of tAvo or three miles, you attain a 
considerable elevation, probably eight hundred feet 
or more above the level of the gulf, and reach the 
summit of a bold prairie ridge extending with occa
sional broken spurs three or four miles to your right 
and left. From this point, looking tow^ard the north, 
the spires and domes of the lovely capital of Texas, 
tAvelve miles distant, shimmer in the sunlight; im
mediately beyond them Mount Bonnell, Avith its sum
mit wreathed in a light mist, looks down upon the 
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city, while at the mountain's base the crystal AA'aters 
of the Colorado leap over the Mormon Falls and 
hurry on to Matagorda Bay. To your left, the Pilot 
Knob Is distinctly A'IsIble close at hand, coA êred from 
its base to Its summit with a rich emerald carpet, in
terspersed here and there AvIth immense beds of rich 
blue and scarljet floAvers. 

" Immediately in your front, in all its quiet pas
toral beauty, lies the Valley of Onion Creek. The 
blue sky above is flecked AvIth masses of light gulf 
clouds, drlA'cn uorthAA ârd by the Avind. And such a 
breath of air nothing can surpass, and as I felt it 
playing upon my cheek I almost fancied I could hear 
the roar of the Mexican Gulf from whence it had 
come, and could not help thinking it Avas the very 
breeze that Br}'ant must have felt in all the pulses of 
his blood AA'hen he asked : 

" * Breezes of the South ! 

WTio toss the golden and the flame-like flowers. 

And pass the prairie hawk, that, poised on high. 

Flaps his broad wings, yet moves not; ye have played 

Among the palms of Mexico and vines of Texas, 

tell us, 

. . . have you fanned a lovelier scene than this ? 

" To the south, on the other side of this range of 

hills, stretches the lovely valley of the prairie stream, 

where AÂC intended to fish." 
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ON the 19th of March, 1840, tw^elve chiefs 
of the Comanches, Avith w^arrlors, squaAvs, and 

children, amounting in all to sixty-five, Avliile holding 
a treaty in San Antonio with the Texans, came to 
words, then to blows, and finally to fighting, which 
resulted in the killing of all the Avarrlors, and the 
capture of their squaAvs and children, though the 
squaAVS fought like fury: one of them killed G. W. 
Casey, and another Avounded Major Tom. HoAvard. 

In order to avenge their loss on this occasion, ou 
the 6th and Ttli of August following, 400 Com
anches attacked A^ictoiia, and on the next day Linn-
Adlle, killing fifteen whites at Victoria and seven at 
LlnuAdlle, as A\ ell as burning that place; but on the 
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fifth day afterwards, the 12th of August, the 
whites, under Gens. Felix Huston and Ed. Burleson, 
Captains Bird, Caldwell, Jones, Wallace, Hardeman 
and McCulloch, attacked them on their retreat, at 
Plum Creek, killed about seventy, and captured much 
plunder and many horses. 

Soon after. Col. John H. Moore AAdth 102 men, fol
io Aved the trail of the Comanches up the Colorado, 
about 300 miles above Austin, and on October 24, 
1840, attacked their village, killing or drowning in 
the river 128, and capturing thirty-four Indians and 
500 horses, Avitli which he returned safely to the set
tlements, with the loss of only one man. 

The ill-fated Santa Fe expedition, numbering 320 
men, under the command of Brevet Brigadier-General 
Hugh MBeod, a brother-indaw of President Lamar, 
set out from Austin on the 20th of June, 1841. 

" The long train of Avagons," says George Wilkins 
Kendall, in his very interesting sketch of this unfor
tunate expedition, " moving heavily forward, Avith the 
different companies of volunteers, all well mounted 
and well armed, and riding in double file, presented 
an imposing as well as an animating spectacle, caus
ing every heart to beat high AvIth the anticipation of 
exciting incidents on the boundless prairies." 

Alas ! that pain, suffering, and misfortune should 

" Come when the heart beats high and warm t" 

mmm 



4 2 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

After marching nearly to their destination, having 
overcome many difficulties, and suffered from hun^-er 
thirst and Indian hostilities, the members of the 
Santa Fe expedition, commanded Ijy Brevet Brigadier-
General Hugh M'Leod, surrendered at San Miguel on 
the 17th of September, 1841, Avithout firing a gun, 
and Avere marched as prisoners into the interior of 
Mexico. 

This expedition was not only without authority of 
laAV, at the wrong season of the year, Avithout guides 
and provisions, but ve7'y expensive. Gen. Jackson 
said of I t : 

" The Avild-goose campaign to Santa Fe Avas an ill-
judged affair ; and their surrender Avithout the firing 
of a gun has lessened the proAvess of the Texans In 
the minds of the Mexicans, and it AVIII take another 
San Jacinto affair to restore their character." 

The administration of President Lamar, after cost
ing the republic millions of dollars—the Indian ap
propriation bills alone amounting to $2,552,319— 
terminated on the 13th of December, 1841, when 
Gen. Houston and Edward Burleson were inau
gurated as President and Vice-President of the 
republic. 

The Congress of 1842 rejected a loan negotiated 
fi'om Belgium by Gen. James Hamilton, and com
menced retrenchment, enacting a law AÂ hich abolished 
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many offices, and reduced the salaries of those re
tained. 

Yoakum says: " A comparative statement of the 
officers employed at the seat of goA^ernment, their 
grade and pay, during the years 1840, 1841, and 
1842," made out by James B. Shaw, comptroller, on 
the 16th of December, 1842, is now before me, and 
shows the amount of salaries as follows: 

1840 $174,200 
1841 173,506 
1842 .' 32,800 

Exchequer bills, receivable for customs alone, Avere 
issued, and served to pay the government officers, but 
fell to the value of twenty-five cents on the dollar, 
while Texas bonds, thrown by millions on the markets, 
sold for the enormous sums of three, five, and as high 
as ten cents per dollar. 

Early in 1842, the Mexicans, under Gen. Vasquez, 
invaded Texas, captured San Antonio, but held it only 
two days, Avhen they retired. 

On September 11, 1842, the Mexicans, under Gen. 
Woll, while the district court was in session, and the 
presence of an enemy unsuspected, dashed into the 
city of San Antonio, and captured the city Avith the 
court in session. 

After cutting up Dawson Avith his fifty-three com-
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rades, the Mexicans fell in with Capt. Caldwell's com 
maud on the Salado, September 17, and after loslnf̂  
120 killed and wounded, on the next morning retired 
with their booty and prisoners to the other side of the 
Rio Grande. 

The foray of Vasquez caused the famous archive 

war, and the removal of the capital back to Houston, 
and afterwards to Washington, on the Brazos, AA'hIle 
that of Woll caused the advance of an army of 750 
Texans under Gen. Somerville to Laredo and Guerrero, 
AvhIch terminated in the disastrous Mier expedition In 
December of the same year, composed of about 300 
men, AÂho, after gallantly fighting on different oc
casions, surrendered to the enemy, Avere decimated at 
Salado for attempting to escape, and finally incar
cerated in the dungeons of Perote, instead of " revel
ling," as some of them boasted, " in the halls of tlie 

Montezumas, and hugging their yelloio Jesuses [as 
they styled the golden Images of the Mexicans] to 

their loving bosons." 

Many braA ê and gallant gentlemen left Texas in the 
unfortunate expeditions of Santa Fe and Mier, who 
never returned to their homes or families, while others 
gladdened the hearts of thousands l)y their return, two 
of Avhom, Gen. T. J. Green and G. W. Kendall, Avrote 
histories of these expeditions, the former of the Mier, 
and the latter of the Santa Fe expedition. 
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Sam Norvelle, a noted sport—^who afterwards went 
to California—^while several indictments for gaming 
were pending in the courts of Texas against him, and 
who wi'ote out, published in \he Alta Californian, 

and sent back to all his friends, and most particularly 
the district-attorneys, an account of his death and 
burial, thereby causing a dismissal of prosecutions 
against him—was also of the Santa Fe expedition. 

Hon. Alf. Thurmond, who used to amuse his fellow-
prisoners at Perote, while working on the fortifica
tions, by acting horse and running away with the 
wagon, was of the Mier expedition. 

Capts. Fisher, Cameron, Eastland, Ryan, and Pier-
son were also members of this expedition; but Capt. 
John C. Hays, who was commonly called Jack Hays., 

returned from Guerrero with Gen. Somerville to San 
Antonio, and afterwards became famous as an Indian 
fighter, with an independent command, which ranged 
the frontier and did efficient service in protecting the 
settlements. 

Generals Tom Green, Ben McCulloch, Sam Walk
er, Ad. GiUespie, W. W. Wallace {Bigfoot), Kit 
Acklin, Mike Chevalier, Henry McCulloch, Robert 
Neighbours, Jim Hudson (noted for his infinite wdt 
and humor), besides many others since distinguished, 
did service on our frontier as officers or amateurs, 
who would visit Hays's camp in quest of adventure 

^ ^ ^ 
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or amusement, and perform service Avithout pay 
until they got tired, Avhen they Avould return to the 
settlements and their different avocations. 

Often around Hays's camp-fires Avere heard quota
tions from the original Greek and Latin, Avhile many 
of them spoke French, Spanish, and German fluently. 

Shortly after Capt. Hays commenced his distin
guished career, the Comanches came down upon the 
settlements Avest of San Antonio, and after klUinf' 
and robbing the defenceless inhabitants, started back 
with their booty to their prairie homes, Avhen Hays, 
being informed of their raid, started in pursuit and 
came up with them on the Frio, Avest of San Antonio. 

The Comanches numbered betAveen 200 and 300, 
and when they saw the small number of their pur
suers, AÂho were but forty-tAvo, they stopped, drew up 
in line of battle and Avaited to be attacked. 

As the Rangers came up they commenced firing as 
they approached, and advanced without stopping to 
form in line. 

Hays was riding a mule, and when the firing com
menced Avas in the rear, but hastening to come up, he 
saw one of his men holding back his horse instead of 
letting him go ahead, as the horse AÂ anted to do, Avhen 
he exclaimed: "Why, d—n it, man, Avhat do you 
mean ? Why not let him go to the front ?" 

The soldier ansAA êred: "Captain, he wants to run 
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away Avith me! " " Then," said Hays, " let me ride 
your horse and you ride my mule." 

The man eagerly agreed to the proposition, and 
they exchanged animals. 

As soon as Hays mounted, he put spurs to the horse 
and Avas soon in the front, Avhere the deadly balls and 
feathered messengers of death were flying thick and 
fast. 

As he approached the line of Comanche warriors, 
all his efforts to curb the horse were unsuccessful, 
when, draAving his five-shooter, being joined by the 
Indian chief, Flacco, Avho rode a fleet charger, the two, 

yelling and firing, actually loent through the enemy's 
line of battle! 

The Comanches opened a way for them to pass, 
which they did amidst a shower of bullets, when the 
rest of the company, beholding the brilliant charge 
of their commander and one Indian, charged after 
them right in among the redskins, each armed with 
two five-shooters, and, firing with deadly precision, 
soon put them to flight. 

Although Capt. Hays was a man of undoubted 
courage, this brilliant charge with the gallant Flaccc 
Avas entirely attributable to the runaAvay horse. 

Soon after this, Capt. Hayes with fifteen men, in
cluding Ad. Gillespie, Sam Walker, Sam Luckie, and 
tne famous story-teller. Kit Acklin, fought his cele-
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brated and most deparate battle Avith Yellow Wolf 
and eighty Comanche Avarrlors at the Pinta trail cross- | 
ing of the Guadalupe, betAveen San Antonio and 
Fredeidcksburg; and, after a hand-to-hand contest 
and two charges, defeated them, killing and Avound
ing about half their number, AvIth a loss of one 
killed and three wounded, but without taking many ) 
spoils. 

Hays's report of the efficiency of the five-shooters 
used in these battles caused Mr. Colt to produce the 
six-shooter and to engrave on the cylinder the Ranger 
on horse-back charging Indians. 

Before or after this engagement a Ranger named 
James Dunn, AÂ hose hair was remarkably red, Avas 
captured by the Comanches and led away an hapless 
prisoner to their fearful camp. Strange to saj'', the 
murderous, blood-thirsty savages neither tortured, kill
ed, nor ate him alive, which he imagined they would 
do, but actually took a fancy to him, treated him with 
great kindness, and, as Jim afterwards related, came 
within an ace of killing him with kindness, or, rather, 
drowning him in the Rio Frio while attempting to 
wash the red (paint) from his hair. 

The LIpan chief, Flacco, Avas a large, fine-looking 
and symmetrically proportioned Indian, who lived 
mostly with the A\̂ hltes, aud delighted to go with them 
on their raids into the Indian country. He was killed 
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years ago and robbed of his horses near San Antonio 
by some blanketed, thieving Mexicans. 

There were two chiefs of the Lipans named Castro, 
one of Avhom, in company with his squaAvs, visited 
President Lamar at his office, Avho, contrasting the age 
of Castro with that of his young squaws, said: 

" These are your daughters, I suppose, Castro ? " 
" No, they are my wives,'' answered the old chief. 
" But they are very young and you are an old man," 

exclaimed President Lamar. 
" Yes," answered Castro, " an me telle you, ole wo

man, younge woman, any kind of woman is good for 
younge man, but younge woman is good for ole man." 

In February, 1841, France, through her charge 

d'affaires, M. De Saligny, suddenly broke off diploma
tic relation with Texas and threatened to inflict on the 
Republic with her fleet what she had done to Mexico. 
The difficulty was caused as follows: M. De Saligny 
had a number of horses, which were fed with corn. 
Mr. Bullock's pigs intruded into the stables to pick 
up the corn the horses suffered to fall to the ground. 
One of M. De Sallgny's servants killed some of the 

^pigs. Mr. Bullock whipped the servant. M. De Sa
ligny had Mr. Bullock arrested, and then came into 
Bullock's hotel and Mr. 'Bvdlook.put him out. M. De 
Saligny demanded satisfaction of the government, 

and not getting it, left Texas abruptly. Anson Jones 
19 
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said: " I t was understood that a French fleet was com
ing to the Gulf of Mexico to settle this affair; and the 
Texan charge at Washington mentioned the subject 
to the American Secretary of State and to the British 
Minister in that city, both of whom promised to send 
their respective squadrons around there to look after 
the French. But when Houston came again into 
office, a kind letter was sent to France, which satisfied 
her wounded honor, and M. De Saligny returned to 
his post." 

This Mr. Bullock venerated the late distinguished 
Justice of the Supreme Court, Hon. A. Lipscomb, who 
boarded with him and never failed to get his atten
tion before all others, even almost using the Judge's 
name in his prayers or blessings before eating. Mr. 
Bullock's blessings were always the same, and in only I 
one sentence, as follows: " 0 Lord! make us thank

ful for what we are about to receive. Judge Lipscomb, 

will you have some beef? " 

As a general thing, war is a calamity, and we are 
rather disposed to admire a man like Jacob, who was 
the father of twelve sons, than one like Cain who sleAV 
his brother man. 

Indeed the amiable and lovely character of the 
SaAdour is so venerated that even the wicked sing: 

*' Oh, I would I were like Jesus, 
So gentle, mild, and kind! " 
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But a bloodless war, like that of the archives, is an 
exception to the general rule, and the Austinians de
serve praise rather than censure for their bloodless 
achievements in the archive war, which I will now 
g\Y^: 

On the 5th of March, 1842, General Raphael Vas
quez, with about 1,000 Mexicans, invaded Texas. He 
took and pillaged San Antonio, Avhile other parties of 
God-and-liberty-loving greasers did the same thing 
for Goliad and Refugio, Avhich so affected President 
Houston that he left Austin, the capital of the repub
lic, Avent to Houston, and attempted—by ordering the 
archives, his cabinet, etc., there—to change the capi
tal of Texas back to Houston, which, being named 
after him, was his favorite city. 

The people of Austin, however, opposed this measure 
of the administration, looking upon it as a flagrant 
violation of the Constitution, and a heavy blow to the 
future development of their city. So when President 
Houston sent after the archives, to haÂ e them taken 
to Houston, they opposed it. 

On the 29th of December, 1842, Captain Thomas 
I. Smith, with forty armed men, by order of the Presi
dent, came to Austin AvIth three wao^ons, and s-oino-
up to the Land Office, of which Thos. W. Ward 
Avas the Commissioner, commenced loadiuiJ^ the Avao;ons 
with the records of the Land Office. 

ilMHto 
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The Austinians having organized resistance and for
mally protested against the remoA^al of the archives 
by Capt. Smith and his party, brought out an old 
howitzer, charged it with grape and fired just one dis
charge at Smith and his party, hitting the Land Office 
and knocking up considerable dust, but fortunately 
injuring no one. 

Whereupon Capt. Smith and his party hastily re
treated with as much of the archives as they had 
already in the wagons and got away Avith them in 
good order as far as Kinney's Fort on Brushy Creek, 
eighteen miles from Austin, where they were over
taken by about sixty Austinians under the command 
of Capt. Mark B. LcAvis, and forced to carry back to 
Austin, in their own wagons, everything taken away 
and replace them in the Land Office. 

The scene was a rich and rare one Avhen the return
ing victors were met and welcomed by the ladies of 
Austin, who honored them not only Avith their smiles 
and embraces, but with their loudest huzzas of appro
bation, for they had returned safe and victorious, when 
horrid war and bloody death had been apprehended. 

The archive Avarrlors, as they have been styled, 
also took posession of the arsenal, formed a vigilance 
committee, and AvIth arms in their hands retained and 
guarded the archives until the annexation convention 
assembled on the 4th of July, 1845, when they turned 
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them over by agreement to the administration of Pres
ident Anson Jones, on condition that the convention 
should meet in Austin. 

Comptroller James B. Shaw and Judge B. F. John
son, some time in 1843, came to Austin to get some 
forms and blanks from among the archives, but they 
went aAvay without them, with the tails and manes of 
their horse and mule sheared, and with their mule's 
ears cropped. 

From the 8th of March, 1842, to the 4th of July, 
1845, the people of Austin had a hard time, for they 
were not only at war with their own people, but Avith 
the Mexicans and Indians. 

An incident occurred on the third day after the 
bloodless "battle of the archives," which, from its 
rarity and unexampled dash and daring, has no equal 
that the Avrlter ever heard or read of in either ancient 
or modern history. 

On the evening of the 1st of January, 1834, after 
attending a public meeting in Austin, Capt. Alex. 
Coleman and William Bell started in their buggy for 
a ride, followed by Joseph Hornsby and James Ed
monson on horseback. 

Just as Hornsby and Edmonson mounted the spur 
of Robertson's Hill, east of Austin, where George L. 
Robertson now resides, they saAv Coleman and Bell 
jump from their buggy, cross the fence and run for 
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dear life across the field southeast of them, pursued 
by about thirty Indians. 

They saw the Indians capture them both, kill Bell 
and about to kill Coleman, when, after a moment's 
consultation, they resoh^ed, though unarmed save 
with one single-barrel pistol between the two, to 
stampede the Indians and rescue their friend Coleman 
or perish in the attempt. 

In their flight Bell and Coleman had separated, and 
the pursuing Indians did the same, many of them leav
ing their horses at the fence when they entered the 
field, and it so happened that when Hornsby and Ed
monson charged them at full speed, yelling terribly 
and discharging the single-barrel pistol in their midst, 
that they were frightened, left Coleman at liberty, 
but almost naked, and took to their heels, no doubt 
thinking that Hornsby and Edmonson would imme
diately be followed by more Texans. 

Coleman did his best running back to town and 
raised the alarm, while his liberators hung on the rear 
of the retreating Indians for tAvo and a half miles, 
yelling and hallooing until assistance joined them, 
when a little battle took place, wherein three savages 
were killed and their horses and accoutrements cap
tured. 

One night John Wahrenberger, a Switzer and 
gardener of CoL Louis P. Cook, Secretary of the 
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Nav}-, returning home with a bag of meal on his 
shoulder, fell in Avith a party of Indians at the head 
of the avenue, near the Alhambra. He fled and 
gained the residence of CoL Cook, Avho then lived 
where Col. A. H. Cook now resides, but received 
three arrows in his meal-sack and one in his arm. 

As the poor fellow gained the door, he fell ex
hausted and fainted, while Col. Cook fired on his 
pursuers and wounded one so badly that their trail 
was easily traced the next day by the blood on the 
ground. 

After recovering his senses, John Wahrenberger 
felt his wound, then looking round he exclaimed: 
" Mine Got! What a Texas! " Then casting his eyes 
around without any more ado, he earnestly inquired : 
" Where ish mine meal ?" I t was shovm to him 
under his head, and taking it up he retired to his 
apartments. 

One night, as Col. James S. Mayfield, Secretary of 
State, was returning home from a party with a young 
lady, Indians shot at and wounded him. 

Once on a time, this same Col. Mayfield, Bart Sims, 
a large, poAverful old Texan, and Judge R. M. Wil
liamson, were in Swisher's hotel together, when the 
colonel taking umbrage at some remark of old Bart, 
so called by his acquaintances, drew his pistol and 
was about shooting him, to prevent which, Sims 
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snatched up " Three Legs," as the judge was some
times called, and holding him between himself and 
Col. Mayfield, exclaimed, " Shoot, damn you, shoot!" 
The judge, not liking his position, but unable to change 
it, alternately exercised his powers of eloquence and 
denunciation. 

First, he earnestly appealed to the parties, saying: 
" Gentlemen, this matter can be settled amicably; 
there is no necessity for any bloodshed. For God's 
sake. Col. Mayfield, don't shoot!" Then, as Mayfield 
pointed his pistol at Sims, he said : " Mayfield, make 
a centre shot; for, damn you, I will kill you, sure, if 
my life is spared ! Bart, damn your soul, let me 
down." From this appeal, or threat, or somehoAv else. 
Col. Mayfield's ire cooled down, and he didn't shoot. 
But he afterwards swore that Three-legged Willie 
saved old Bart's life on this occasion. 

On Nov. 14th, 1842, Congress met at Washington, 
on the Brazos, AA'hen the President informed it that 
" the country was tvithout credit, toithout means, and 

millions of dollars in debt." 

He attributed the misfortunes of the Mier expedi
tion to " a want of concert of action, a7id a disposi

tion to proceed without means or orders." 

The navy had not been able to enforce the blockade 
of the Mexican ports, and other nations complained of 
it, and asked its abolition. The San Antonio had 
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been lost at sea, and the other vessels had been ordered 
to return to Galveston. 

He advised, under the circumstances, the sale of the 
navy, which, in July, 1843, returned to Galveston and 
for Avant of funds Avas laid up in ordinary. 

At this session he A êtoed a bill for the protection 
of the frontier, the election of a major-general of 
militia, and appropriating $50,000 for that purpose, 
but the bill was passed over his veto, and Gen. T. J. 
Rusk made the major-general. 

" He likeAvise," says the learned Yoakum, " gave an 
account of the trouble in regard to the archives and the 

resistance opposed to their removal j and also in re
gard to the steps that had been taken to conciliate 
the Indian tribes." 

It can be said in great praise of President Houston 
that his Indian policy cost less money and less blood, 
but was more effective in protecting the frontier than 
his predecessor's. Comptroller James B. Shaw gives 
the Indian appropriations made by the republic as 
follows: 

1837 ) TT + ' -fl + + i $20,000 
1838 ) ^ ^ ^ ' * ^ ^ ' ^" '* *^"^ I 170,000 

1839 ] ( 1,430,000 
1840 \ Lamar's term \ 1,027,319 
1841 ) ( 95,000 

19^ 
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1842 ] ( S20,000 
1843 V Houston's second term \ 66,950 
1844 ) ( 17,142 

1845. .Jones's term 45,000 

The raids of Vasquez, Woll, Sanchez, Garcia and 
others, together with the prisoner-murdering policy of 
the Mexicans, caused President Houston, on October 
15th, 1842, to address the Great PoAA'ers who had 
acknowledged the independence of Texas an appeal 
in which he said : " In view of the character of hos 
tllities at present Avaged by Mexico against Texas 
and of those principles which have been, in the opin 
ion of this government, so frequently and so flagrant 
ly violated by our enemy, the hope is confidently 
indulged by the President that the direct interference 

of nations mutually friendly ivill be exP.nded to ar
rest a species of warfare unbecoming the age In Avhich 
we live, and disgraceful to any people professing to 
be civilized." 

Through the friendly offices of England, France, 
and the United States, Santa Anna, Avho w âs still at 
the head of the Mexican Government, on the 27th of 
May, 1843, agreed to an eirmistice, AÂ hlch Avas accept
ed and proclaimed by Texas on June 15th, 1843. 

On the 25th of April of this year, the SNIVELY 

EXPEDITION, under the command of Col. Jacob Snively^ 
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was organized at Georgetown, six miles from Preston, 
or Coffee's Station, about ten or tAvelve miles above 
the city of Denison, on Red River. 

This expedition was authorized by the administra
tion, but was to mount, equip, and provision itself, 
and yet to divide the spoils taken with the govern
ment. Its field of operations was to be between Santa 
F6 and the United States, and its object to capture 
Mexican caravans going and returning from Santa 
Fe to the United States. 

Arriving at the head-waters of the Arkansas River. 
near the road from Independence, Mo., to Santa Fe, 
after innumerable vexations, trials, hardships, and 
sufferings in the wilderness, through the beautiful 
prairies, over the glittering hills and su7ilit summits 

of the Wachita Mountains, no doubt often reflecting 
upon the truth of the poet, when he said, 

" ' Tis distance lends enchantment to the view. 

And robes the mountains in its azure hue,'''' 

they at last, on the 20th of June, fell in with a cara
van, attacked, killed and captured the whole party— 
aggregating seventeen killed and eighty prisoners, of 
whom eighteen were Avounded. 

Now, this trade between Santa Fe and Indepen
dence, Mo., was valuable to the United States, and 
with the next caravan came an escort of 195 United 

itmi 
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States dragoons Avith two pieces of artillery, commanded 
by Capt. Philip St. George Cooke, who claimed that 
Col. Snively Avas out of Texas, and in the United 
States, depredating upon its commerce. 

Snively's command had been reduced to 107 men 
—seventy under command of Capt. Chandler having 
started home on the 29th. So, on the 30th, after 
Cooke had surrounded the remainder, lighted his 
port-fires, and threatened to cut them to pieces if 
they did not immediately stack their arms, they sur
rendered, were then given ten guns and permitted to 
return to Texas! 

Snively started back, sent an express to Capt. 
Chandler and joined him on the 2d of July, when, 
after some delay, many wishing to remain and still 
attempt to carry out the grand object of the expedi
tion, while others wanted to go home, they returned, 

losing sixty horses at one time by a stampede, and in 
return killing ten or fifteen Comanches. The Snively 
expedition was not a success ! The greater portion 
of it su7'rendered, as did the members of the Santa Fe 
and Mier expeditions, neither of which added any 
sheen to the lustre of Texan arms. 

During the years 1842, 1843, and 1844, in Shelby 
County, took place the famous war between the Regu
lators and Moderators, one of the prime causes of 
which was Charles W. Jackson, master and owner of 
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a Red River steamer running betAveen NCAV Orleans 
and Shreveport, Louisiana, Avho, after some fighting 
and bloodshed at Shreveport, took refuge in Shelby-
ville, I'an for Congress, was beaten, and then, for ex
posing some fraudulent headrights, Avas notified to 
leaA'-e the country or he w'ould be killed. Capt. Charlie 
killed Mr. Joseph Goodbread, who served the notice 
on him, and Avas himself waylaid and killed near 
Logansport. 

Wat. Moman, John E. Myrick, and others attacked 
Capt. Jackson's slayers, killed and captured some, 
hung two, and spared one. 

Then, for revenge, and to stop Moman's career Avith 
his Regulators, the party called Moderators was 
organized, commanded first by John M. Bradley, who 
was killed immediately after divine serAdce at a night 
meeting in San Augustine by Wat. Moman. This 
party Avas afterwards commanded by Alfred Truit 
and Sam Todd. 

Col. O. T. Bouhvare (AA'ho, one morning before 
breakfast, kilfed Pete Whetstone, Barton, and Ward, 
in and near Marshall), Avith his party from Harrison 
County, including Alexander and Minor Davidson, 
joined the Regulators. War Avas declared, and the 
Regulators and Moderators met in battle at the COAV-

pens and the Church. 

The first Avas a drawn battle between sixty-two Reg-

^ 
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ulators and 225 Moderators, in which several were 
w^ounded and one killed. The latter, the battle of the 
Church, resulted in the defeat of the 225 Moderators 
by 300 Regulators, with a loss of four killed and seven 
wounded; immediately after which the amiable land
lord of the Colorado Valley, betAveen Bastrop and 
Austin, Capt. Jack Nash, with others in command of 
the militia of the republic, ordered out by President 
Houston, appeared on the scene of action, arrested a 
few, who Avere required to give bail for their appear, 
ance at Shelbyville, and dispersed, the rest. 

But none of the offenders were ever tried, the pros
ecutions were dismissed, and the Mexican war coming 
on soon after, the Regulators and Moderators shook 
hands, formed companies, joined the same regiment, 
and vented on the unfortunate Mexicans the wrathful 
feelings formerly entertained for each other—thus end
ing the war between the Regulators and Moderators, 
Avhich brought death upon about fifty Texans. 

CoL M. T. Johnson and Capt. Eph Daggett (after
Avards a distinguished officer in Hays's regiment, so 
famous in the Mexican Avar) were Regulators. At the 
Cowpens, Capt. Ephraim had a ball shot through his 

*:. warckobe, but fortunately the hero's life was spared, 
/ in order that he might bear aloft in victorious battle 

the glorious old star-spangled banner, even to the 
halls of the Montezumas. 
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The annexation of Texas to the United States may 
be compared to the courtship and marriage of a young 
couple, wherein John Bull, Brother Jonathan, and 
Louis PhlUipe Avere suitors to the fair maiden of the 

Lone Star, which, though not a suppliant, but rather 
coy and coquettish, gave not only her hand but her 
heart to Brother Jonathan. 

President Tyler, Mr. Dallas, Gen. Jackson, and 
James K. Polk, in whose honor the present lovely 
cities of Tyler and Dallas, and the fair counties of 
Jackson and Polk were named, favored annexation, 
and by preparing the public mind of the United States 
for it, did most to bring it about. 

As early as July, 1842, President Tyler openly fa
vored i t : 

" I am anxious for it," said he, " and wish most sin
cerely I could conclude it at once." 

Gen. J. P. Henderson and Mr. Isaac Van Zandt, with 
great zeal and distinguished ability, represented Texas 
at Washington City during this interesting period of 
her history—in whose honor, Henderson, the county 
seat of Rusk County, and Van Zandt County were 
named. Gen. Houston did all he could, and yet 
wrote: 

" I am as cool as a shoemaker's lapstone in an open 
shop at Christmas," yet at the same time cautioning 
Texans " not to evince too much anxiety—it would be 

^ 
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regarded as impoi^tunity, and the voice of supplication 

i7i such cases seldom commanded great respect." 

On the 8th of June, 1844, the Senate of the United 
States, by a vote of 35 to 16, rejected the annexation 
of Texas, but the canvass of that year for President in
volved the question; Polk and Dallas, the Democratic 
candidates, were for annexation, Avhile the Whig ticket, 
headed by Henry Clay, Avas against it. 

Mr. Clay w âs defeated and the question settled. 
The people of the American Union coolly and delib 
erately expressed their desire that Texas should be 
annexed to the United States. 

Before this, Texas had expressed the same desire; 
indeed, the people of Texas were mostly emigrants 
from the United States—their manners, habits, cus
toms, language, and laAvs were similar—they were ihe 

same people ! 

So it required but little diplomacy to bring about 
annexation after the elections in-. 1844. 

Although the French had first extended the right 
hand of felloAvshIp to Texans, they long ago had done 
the same thing to their forefathers Avhen contending 
against the tremendous poAver of Old England. 

The gallant Lafayette, Savannah, Yorktown, nor 
La Belle France Avere forgotten ! 

Nor was the great nation Avhich spoke the language 
of the victors of Aglncourt, Poictiers and Cressy— 

I 
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whose sons had wept over the Talbot heroes 0. of 
immortal bard of Avon, forgotten ! 

I t was not because Texas loAcd France and England 
less, but because she loved the United States more. 

On the 25th of February, 1845, the House of Rep
resentatives of the United States Congress passed the 
annexation resolutions by a vote of 120 to 98; in the 
Senate they passed by a vote of 27 to 25 on the 1st 
day of March, and were approved on the same day by 
President Tvler. 

In the fall of 1844, Dr. Anson Jones and Col. K. L. 
Anderson Avere elected President and Vice-President 
of Texas, and inaugurated as such December 9th, 1844. 
On the 15th of May, 1845, President Jones called a 
Convention of the people of Texas, to meet on the 4th 
of July, and an extra session of Congress to meet on 
the 16th of June, 1845. 

The Convention and Congress both approved annex
ation, and the Convention also framed a Constitution, 
which, with the resolutions, were submitted to a 
direct vote of the people and by them ratified, after 
AÂ hich, in December, 1845, this Constitution Avas ap
proved by Congress, and thus the Republic of Texas 
expired, and her Lone Star at that memorable epoch 
was added to the more brilliant and glorious constel
lation of the American Union. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

The Mexican War.—Sale of Santa Fe to the United States,—Public 

Buildings.—Railroads.—The Civil AVar.—The Soldiers' Return.—Mili

tary and Carpet-bag Rule.—The Administration of Govs. Hamilton, 

Pease, and Davis.—Peace and Development.—Union Sentiment in 

Texas.—Texas Pacific Railroad.—Governors of Texas. 

^T^HE annexation of Texas brought on the Mexican 
war, wherein Gov. J. P. Henderson and thousands 

of Texans participated, and gained great glory at Palo 
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Buena Vista, Cerro Gordo, 
Molina del Rey, Cherubusco, and other famous vic
tories of Gens, Scott and Taylor, Avhich culminated in 
the capture of the city of Mexico, and were followed 
by the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, February 2, 
1848, and the annexation of California as w êll as 
Texas to the American Union. Of the gallant men 
Avho took part iu these brilliant victories were those 
of Col. Jack Hays's celebrated regiment, of Avhich Sam 
Walker Avas lleutenant-colo'nel, Mike Chevallie major, 
and Tom Green, Ben McCulloch, Clalb C. Herbert, J. 
B. McCown, Kit Acklin, S. L. Ballew, Eli Chandler, 
Frank Early, and R. A. aud James Gillespie, were 
captains. Most all these gallant soldiers, after dis
tinguished careers, sleep with the dead; but I will 

I 
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conclude this paragraph with the prayer of one of 
them, Capt. J. B. McCown, just before the storming 
of Monterey: " O Lord, we are about to join battle 
Avitli vastly superior numbers of the enemy, and. 
Heavenly Father, AÂC would mightily like for you to 
be on our side and help us; but if you can't do it, for 
Christ's sake don't go over to the Mexicans, but just 
lie low and keep dark, and you will see one of the 
d—dest fights you ever saw in all your born days." 

Had all Mexico been annexed to the Union, it 
would, in all probability, have given peace and devel
opment to the revolutionary-loving children of Mon
tezuma and rendered entirely unnecessary the sad fate 
of the amiable Maximilian and the downfall of the 
Mexican Empire. I t might also have afforded an out
let for the negroes of the South, and possibly thereby 
prevented the late civil AÂar ; but Providence decreed 
otherwise. 

In 1850, Texas sold to the United States a portion 
of its northwestern territory, including Santa Fe, for 
the sum of ten millions of dollars. With this money 
the State paid its debts, erected its public buildings, 
founded asylums for the deaf, dumb, and blind, as well 
as sanctuaries for poor, unfortunate lunatics, whom 
sorrow or misfortune had rendered incapable of taking 
care of themselves. 

Two millions of dollars were set aside as a common 

M 
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school fund, and six thousand dollars per mile were 
loaned to railroad companies, in order to facilitate 
their construction. 

The Southern Pacific, Houston and Texas Central, 
and Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad 
Companies, etc., were chartered. Immigration and 
capital floAved into the State to such an extent that In 
1860 its population was 604,215. 

In 1861, selfish politicians, party spirit, and sectional 
animosity (engendered by the agitation of the slavery 
question) placed Texas AvIth her sister Southern States 
in the late deplorable and unfortunate, but ever-mem
orable civil war between Americans. 

The venerable ex-president. Gen. Sam Houston, was 
the governor of Texas at this time, and opposed the 
secession of the State, yet respectfully declined 50,000 
Federal troops tendered him by President Lincoln to 
control his people, Avhen, refusing to take the oaih to 
support the Confederacy, he Avas deposed, or, as he 
himself used to say, decapitated. 

So greatly was the secession feeling predominant in 
Texas that he was unable to direct his own family-
even his dearly beloved son Sam Avas a Secessionist, 
and coming into the governor's office one day just 
before his deposition, Avearing a secession rosette ou 
his breast, the governor asked him : 

"What is that, Sam, on the lapel of your coat? " 
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" I t is a secession rosette, father," answered voung 
Sam. 

" Why, Sammy, haven't you got it in the wrong 
place ?" said the governor. 

" Where should I wear it, father," asked Sam, " if 
not over my heart ?" 

" I think, Sammy, it would be more appropriate for 
you to wear it pinned to the inside of your coat-tail!" 
answered the governor. 

The Old Hero himself soon laid aside his opposition, 
and being invited to drill the Bayland Guards grati
fied that company, and w^hen putting them through, 
gave his commands as follows : 

" Bayland Guards ! eyes right ! Do you see Louis 
T. Wigfall ? " There being no response, he continued: 
"Eyes left! Do you see Williamson S. Oldham?" 
There being no response to this inquiry, he went on 
Avith his commands: " Eyes front! Do you see either 
of them ?" when some one answered, " No." " No," 
said he, " and you never will! " 

Gen. Wigfall and Judge Oldham were his political 
opponents and violent Secessionists. 

When his son Sam got ready to start for the Con
federate army and came to bid his father farewell, the 
Old Hero straightened himself up to his majestic 
height and gave the young gentleman his benediction, 
saying : " My son, do your duty as a soldier ! Bring 
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no discredit upon the family ! May God Almighty 
bless you !" 

Young Sam did do his duty, and shed his blood for 
the Confederacy, though he Avas not killed. 

In Virginia, Maryland, and PennsylA^ania, as Avell 
as in Arkansas, Missouri, and all intervening States, 
Texans poured out their blood like water, and for four 
long years fought, bled, and died, until the dark clouds 
of adversity gathered over their heads, shutting out 
all hope of successfully continuing the struggle, AAdien 
they furled forever at Apj^omatox their cross of St. 
AndreAv, and, AvIth sad hearts and w^eary limbs, many 
brave and gallant soldiers AÂho had contended AvIth 
impetuous valor at Manassas, Shiloh, Fredericksburg, 
and in the Wilderness, against vastly superior num
bers, returned to the once lovely homes Avhich they 
had left, thoughtfully saying : 

" Oh, weep not, dearest! weep not, 
If in the cause I fall! 

Oh, weep not, dearest! weep not, 
It is my Country''s call 1" 

and found them abandoned, desolate, or in ruins! 
The world has ranked Gens. Robt. E. Lee, Stone

wall Jackson, Leonidas Polk, and Albert Sidney 
Johnston, as noble and gallant gentlemen; but it may 
be truly said, that the brave soldiers who fought 
under these distinguished generals and survive the 

I 
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many bloody battles of our late unhappy civil war, 
were animated by the same conscientious sense of duty 
which actuated their beloved commanders. 

Among those Avho fought on the Southern side 
were many citizens who, born and reared in the North, 
had emigrated to the South. 

The statistics of Johnson's Island, Avhere Confeder
ate officers were imprisoned during the war, shoAV that 
the majority of officers, in proportion to numbers, who 
took the oath of allegiance or neutrality when tendered 
by the government and returned home exempt from 
military duty thereafter during the war, tvas in favor 

of the South. 

I have often heard of a Boston mother who visited 
her son at this place, who was a Confederate officer, 
and said to him : 

" My son, I have come for you and brought money 
and clothing. Your brother officers of the South are 
taking the oath and going home ; I wish you to take 
it and go home with me." 

He ansAvered : " Mother, I have taken an oath to 
support the Confederate States. Do you wish me to 
perjure m3^self ? I may be exchanged in a few days, 
and be ordered to my command. Shall I disgrace 
my Puritan ancestors by deserting the cause which I 
have sworn to support ? " 

" No, my son," she answered, " do your duty ! I 

•v 
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would rather weep over the honored grave of my son, 
than see him alive dishonored ! I go home without 
you, and Avhile I shall pray to God for the success of 
the Union arms, I shall daily and nightly appeal to 
Him to shield and protect you ! Oh, my son! may 
the great, wise, and most merciful God bless you !" 

That Boston mother returned home, but her son re
mained, and through the whole war did his duty as a 
Confederate, and was surrendered by his heroic gene
ral only after his cause was lost. 

During the war all internal improvements ceased, 
immigration stopped, railroads were run in the in
terest of the Confederacy, farms were abandoned, 
and those VÂho cultivated them sent to the front, 
while their fields and gardens grew up in weeds and 
thistles. 

In 1865, after " o-rim-visaged war had smoothed 
his wrinkled front," 

'* Peace began her victories 
No less renovmed than war." 

Old fences and houses were repaired, new houses ^ 
were built, new fields were inclosed, UCAV farms ( 
opened, and Northern immigration and capital, with 
labor-saving machinery and industrious habits, came 
to Texas, and Avere received Avith open-armed AveL | 
come hospitality and kindness, because those Texans 

\ 
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who had been born and reared in the North had en
deared themselves to the others by their fidelity and 
devotion to the State of their adoption. 

It is a noted fact that no Confederate soldiers fought 
braver nor died more gallantly than those born and 
reared in the North, and it should be fervently hoped 
by all true patriots that the late unhappy struggle 
will be looked upon by the good people of both sec
tions as a little quarrel and fight between brothers— 
to be regretted and hereafter forever, by both, to be 
forgiven, and remembered only to prevent a repetition 
of such a deplorable calamity. 

Indeed, as a Texan and a citizen of the American 
Union, I can truly say, in the language of the poet: 

*' I do not know that American alive 
With whom my soul is any jot at odds. 
More than the infant that is born to-night," 

True, the military and carpet-bag administrations of 
the state government since 1865 have been very grie
vous, and are justly odious, while the colored troops 
who fought so nobly, and w êre afterwards stationed In 
many cities of the South, as if to show the Southern 
people, in the language of those odoriferous gentle
men, that the bottom rail tvas on top, have often 
caused the Southron's blood to boil, and incited him 

to denounce his victoidous Northern brothers as foul 
20 



458 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

iuA^aders of their native land, and the successful rob
bers of their less powerful Southern kinsmen. 

From 1865, after the flight of Gov. P. MuiTahto 
Mexico, where he died, in 1866, the military goÂ ern-
ment of A. J. Hamilton was mild and conservatlA'e. 

In 1866 J. W. Throckmorton was elected over Gov. 
E. M. Pease by a large majority, but after an admin
istration of one year, which gave general satisfaction 
to the people, he was adjudged an impediment to re
construction, and was superseded by the appointment 
and installation of Ex-Gov. E. M. Pease, whose ad
ministration was gentle, mild, and just, but not d^e 

jure. 

In 1869 Gov. Pease resigned, and Gen. E. J. Davis 
Avas appointed in his stead; then came the Constitu
tional Convention and the notorious election of Gov. 
Davds over Ex-Gov. A. J. Hamilton, who, it is generally I 
understood and believed by the people of Texas, re
ceived more votes than Davis, yet was counted out, 

while Davis was counted in. 

With the administration of Gov. Davis came the 
militia bill, the police bill, printing laAV, school laAV, 
and all the leading radical measures of the odious 
12 th Leglslatui-e, which culminated in martial law for 
Hill, Walker, Limestone, and Freestone Counties—aud 
the murder of Godley, House, Mitchell, Applewhite 
and others by negro policemen. 
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For more than four long years, by the exercise of 
patience, fortitude, and endurance, the people of Texas 
bore up under the heaAy weight of this most odious, 
unjust, and corrupt of all their governments, either 
state or national. 

But to cap the climax of an unenviable notoriety: at 
the meeting of the 14th Legislature, after a fair elec
tion ordered by himself, in which he was a candidate 
for re-election and Avas overwhelmingly beaten. Gov. 
Davis organized armed resistance to the inauguration 
of his successful competltoi", Gov. Richard Coke, and 
actually, with about 200 armed men, for several days 
after his term had expired, held forcible possession 
of the basement of the Texas capitol, Avhile he tele
graphed to President Grant about the insurrection of 

Texans, the great danger of his life, and begged for 

the nation's arms to sustain him in his usurpation. 

President Grant justly declined to sustain the tena
cious office-holder, by AA'hich he caused the smashing 
all to flinders of the glass which covered his pActure 

in the governor's mansion, the snatching of his picture 

from the frame, and the consignment of liispictu7'e to 
the flames of the executive kitchen ! 

The cost of the military and carpet-bag adminstra-
tion under th« reign of Gov. E. J. Davis and the 
notorious 12th and 13th Legislatures, increased from a 
half million of dollars per annum to ten times that 
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sum; and to give an idea of hoAv, after more than four 
years of despotic rule over Texas, Governor Davis is 
estimated, the following incident, which took place 
towards the end of his eign, is very apropos: In 
Corpus Christi or some other Western toAvn, there 
lived a cei'tain man named Montgomery, who did all 
he could to elect Davis's candidate for the Legislature, 
and after the election came up to Austin, when Gov 
ernor Davis, true to his promise, gave him an office. 

Montgomery started home, but at Lockhart, hearing 
some one abusing his friend. Governor Davis, and 
calling him very hard names, he struck the abuser, 
and after a very severe fight, whipped him. 

At Victoria the same thing happened with a similar 
result, but a little harder fight. 

Arriving at home, Montgomery was installed into 
his office and commenced the duties thereof, when, 
a third time, hearing Governor Davis very severely 
abused, he again essayed to whip his abuser. But 
this time his opponent, although rather a small man, 
was Avell skilled in the noble art of self-defence, and 
after a long and well-contested struggle, Montgomery 
sung out " Enough! " after which, feeling unable to 
fight Governor Davis's abusers any further, he sent in 
his resignation, stating his experience and the cause 
of his resignation, whereupon Davis declined to re
ceive his resignation, at the same time ordering his 
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appointee to stop fighting, Avith the very pertinent re
mark: 

" Were I to fight every Texan who speaks ill of me, 
I should want many regiments at my back." 

The wise policy of the present administration of 
the National Government in permitting Texans to 
enjoy the invaluable blessings of self-government 
without Federal interference is fast wiping out, to my 
great joy and satisfaction, all bitterness of feeling ex
isting in the Southern heart consequent upon a long 
and bloody as well as an unsuccessful war, and will 
cause our people to look upon their Northern brothers, 
not as conquerors or victorious adversaries, but as 
joint heirs with themselves of the inestimable inherit
ance of constitutional liberty handed down to Ameri
cans by their illustrious Revolutionary ancestors. 

It can be truly said that the great body of the people 
of Texas desire nothing so much as the peace, pros
perity, advancement and glory of the great American 
Union. 

They see in this their OAVU progress, but in another 
war with the North, even were they the victors,* 
they see demoralization, credit mobilier, bribery, cor
ruption and individual as Avell as national decay. 

"* * It took four long years for the North, with the aid of mercenary troops 

f from Europe, to take Richmond, while the Prussians took Paris in less than 

, one year ; and yet the French had often overcome Prussia and Austria. 
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Their interest and inclination is to protect and defend 
the beautiful and glorious fabric of constitutional lib
erty ! They wish not to see it in ruins, like the Colos
seum and the Parthenon. 

They would not have the government of their an
cestors pointed at by the nations of the world as a sad 
and mournful vestige of departed greatness and poAver, 
nor do they wish that Washington, Jefferson, Adams, 
Franklin, Madison and their compatriots, the revered 
founders of liberty in America, should have lived and 
struggled in vain! 

Long before Gen. Lee said he thought his allegiance 
was first due to Virginia, the Chief Magistrate of 
Texas said his was first due to Texas, the land of his 

adoption. 

A monument might well be erected to the Confed
erate dead, with the inscription similar in Avords and 
as true in fact as that placed over the heroes of Ther
mopylae : 

" Tell it in the South, O stranger ! that we died 

here in obedie7ice to her laws ! " 

Yet, instead of this, it has been attempted by some 
of their Northern brethren to make their memory 
odious by prohibiting the decoration of their graves by ^ 
their surviving comrades and friends ! 

Oh, that the gentlemen of the press of Columbia, in
spired by the heavenly goddess, instead of " going 
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to bed at night and rising in the morning" with 
their columns polluted AvIth personal scandal, AÂ ould 
turn from such unworthy work and see to the preser
vation and advancement of the liberties of America, 
iov a house divided against itself shall not standi^ 

Since the abolition of slavery, which Texans gen
erally look upon as a blessing in disguise, and would 
not re-establish to-morrow had they the power, the 
money formerly expended by the planters " to buy 
more negroes to raise more cotton" is seeking another 
channel of investment. The purchase and improve
ment of real estate and the construction of railroads 
are now drawing this surplus capital. 

And notwithstanding the maladministration of E. 
J . Davis, the H. and T. C. R. R. w âs extended through 
the State to Red River and to the cities of Austin 
and Waco ; the International w âs built from Rockdale 
to Long Adew; the Great Northern from Houston to 
Palestine and Minneola; the Gulf, Western Texas and 
Pacific from Indianola to Cuero; and the Point Isabel 
and Brownsville Railroad now connects those towns; 

* The New York Sun of Sept, 23, pleading the cause of poor Louisiana, to 

free her from harpies who steal as they sting, condescendingly says of her 

noble and chivalrous sons : " For the sin which they committed they have 

paid the debt in punishment, and yet they linger on in a misery which no 

people have ever known on our continent with whom the English language 

was a mother tongue and British liberty an inheritance." 



4 6 4 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

the B. B., B. and W. T. R. R. has been extended west 
from Columbus towards San Antonio as far as Lu-
ling; while the Texas Pacific was extended from Mar
shall to Dallas and Texarkana, connecting Sherman 
and Bonham, and getting wdthin eight miles of Paris. 

This road, notAvithstanding the late financial crisis 
and the great stringency in the money market, even 
Avithout the aid of the National Government in guar
anteeing the interest on its bonds, is sloAvly progress
ing westward. 

The government aided the Northern Pacific by 
guaranteeing its bonds and interest to the amount of 
$88,400,000. 

When the Texas Pacific asked Congress to aid it by 
the guarantee of the interest on its bonds, with peifect 

security, it Avas denied ! The Northern Pacific asked 
much, and it was granted ; the Texas Pacific asked but 
little, yet that little was refused, although the latter 
is a much better road for government purposes than 
the former ! HowcA^er, it is to be hoped that Congress 
Avill take a sober second thought on this subject, and 
grant the aid asked for this great national road. 

The leading Republican journal'of Kentucky, the 
Louisville Comme7'cial, thus speaks of the national 
advantages to accrue from the completion of this 
road: 

" In the first place, it will give competition, causing a 
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decline in rates of freights and passage, as the Texas 
Pacific can afford to carry at less rates than upper 
lines, i t will form a reliablis line between the East 
and the West, which can never be interrupted by 
snow blockades, to which the Union and Central Pa
cific are yearly liable, and will command the greater 
part of the through passenger travel during the win
ter months. 

"The new line will develop a rich field for American 
trade and enterprise in Northern Mexico, and open 
up mineral fields of fabulous richness in all that sec 
tion. The saving to the government in the transpor
tation of troops, munitions of war, and the mails will 
more than equal, annually, the amount of interest 
guaranteed, even if the company never paid back one 
dollar. The line will form a perfect protection 
against the ravages of the Indians in Northern and 
Western Texas and Southern California. 

"The State of Texas has recently passed a bill to 
organize seven companies oi minute men, which Avill 
actually cost the state at least $500,000 to perform a 
duty which should devolve on the general govern
ment. All this will be saved by the completion of 
this great enterprise. It will attract across its line 
much of the commerce of the Orient, as the length of 
rail fi'om San Diego to the Atlantic at Charleston and 

Savannah is about tAvo-thirds of the distauce from 
20* 
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San Francisco to New York, and, owdng to differ-
ences in grades and curvatures, practically but one-
half. From San Diego to Galveston the distance is 
but 1,767 miles, against 3,315 by the Union and Cen
tral Pacific. I t will direct a stream of immigration 
to the South, from the piny woods of the Carolinas 
to the prairies of Texas, and infuse new life into the 
entire railroad system of the South. I t will give vi
tality to the now inert and sluggish current of South
ern commerce, and bind the entire country together 
with closer and more fraternal ties. Towns and 
cities will spring up along their lines, and the cotton 
will be manufactured where produced, and exported 
over this great thoroughfare to China, Japan, and In
dia. The immense mineral resources of the South in 
iron and coal will be utilized, and new life and vigor 
infused both North and South." 

Since annexation, Texas has had the following 
governors: 

J. P. HENDERSON, from 1846 to 1847. 
GEORGE T . WOOD, from 1847 to 1849. 

P. H. BELL, from 1849 to 1853. 
E. M. PEASE, from 1853 to 1857. 

H. R. RUNNELS, from 1857 to 1859. 

SAM HOUSTON, from 1859 to 1861. 

EDWARD CLARK, from March 18, 1861, to end of 
the year. 
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F. R . LUBBOCK, from 1861 to 1863. 
I P . MuRRAH, from 1863 to 1865. 

A J. HAMILTON, from 1865 to 1866. 

J. W. THROCKMORTON, from 1866 to 1867. 
E . M . PEASE, from 1867 to 1869. 
E. J. DAVIS, from 1869 to 1874. 

I RICHARD COKE, from 1874 to . 

V 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

TEXAS LAND TITLES, 

r I ^HE earliest titles to land in Texas emanated from 
- ' - the kings of Spain, Avho, being good Catholics, 

claimed through the Pope of Rome, Avho, as the suc
cessor of St. Peter and vicegerent of the Son of God 
on earth, derived his title from the Almighty; hence 
the old Spanish titles or testimonios for labors, 

leagues, one-third and one-fourth of a league, and 
eleve7i leagues, issued prior to the 13 th of November, 
1835, either by the Spanish or Mexican Government, 
being of divine origin, have been generally held by the 1 
courts of Texas to be good, but^iltles issued betAÂ een 
the 13th of November, 1835 (w^hen the Consultation 
closed the land offices), and the 14th December, 1837, 
have beeen adjudged Avorthless. 

On the 13th of December, 1837, the Congress of 
the Republic of Texas passed the act establishing 
a General Land Office, which Avas immediately vetoed 
by President Houston, but on the next day passed 
over his veto by constitutional majorities t>f both 
houses, and became the law of the land—and from 
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this office have issued all titles to lands in Texas since 
the 14th of December, 1837. 

By ordinances and decrees of the Consultation at 
San Felipe, passed the 24th of November and the 
5th and l l t h of December, 1835, every noncommis
sioned officer, private, drummer, and fifer of the 
regular and voltmteer armies of Texas, were granted 
bounties of 640 acres, or one mile square of land each, 
which, in case of death or disability In the service, Avas 
to descend to their heirs or legal representatives. 

By acts of the Convention and Congress, the bounty 
to soldiers w âs increased to 1920 acres for all who 
volunteered or enlisted for during the war, Avhile 
volunteers for three months were granted 320, for six 
months 640, for nine months 960, and for twelve 
months and upwards 1280 acres. 

The acts of December 5 and 10, 1836, and June 12, 
1837, for frontier proteqtion, extended the same boun
ties to the Rangers. 

On the 4th of December, 1837, the Congress of 
Texas granted to each living hero of San Jacinto, San 
Antonio, Goliad, and the Alamo, and the heirs of the 
dead, one mile square of land. 

A joint resolution of December 10, 1841, granted 
to the soldiers enlisted under the act approved Decem
ber 21, 1838, for frontier protection, a bounty of 240 
acres each, and on the l l t h of February, 1852, the 
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State of Texas granted a bounty of 320 acres of land 
each to the members of a company of Rangers com
manded by Capt. Wm. Becknell in 1836. 

These bounty land claims came before the Secretary 
of War and the Adjutant-General, AÂho, upon the 
presentation of regular discharges signed by company 
officers and countersigned by some field officer or 
commander of a post, issued the bounty land war

rants. 

By the Constitution of the Republic, section ten, 
general provisions, adopted March 17, 1836, every 
head of a family then living in Texas, who had not re
ceived his portion of land as a colonist, Avas entitled 
to one league and one labor of land, and CÂ ery single 
man of the age of seventeen and upwards was entitled 
to the third of a league. 

Orphans of those entitled to land under the coloniza
tion laAvs of Mexico were entitled to all the risrhts of 
their parents at the time of their death. 

The twenty-ninth section of the act of the llth 
of December, 1837, entitled every head of a family 
Avho arrived in Texas after the declaration of Inde
pendence, but previous to the 1st of October, 1837, 
to 1280, and all single men to 640 acres: and if they 
married before the 1st of October, 1837, they Avere 
entitled to an additional 640 acres, upon condition 
that they should reside three years in Texas, " and 
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do and perform all the duties required of other like 
citizens." 

The twenty-third section of the same act entitled all 
single men who were by the Constitution entitled to a 
third of a league, to two-thirds of a league additional, 
on condition of getting married within the next 
twelve months thereafter. 

Under these wise and salutary provisions, which 
passed the Senate unanimously, the morals as well as 
fortunes of the early immigrants improved. Young 
men quit playing poker on Sundays and went to 
church ; barbers, tailors, and dancing-masters were em
ployed ; horse-racing and cock-fighting were neglected, 
and our gay and festive bachelors capered nimbly 

with sporti7ig t7ncks before their amorous looking-

glasses ! 

Camp-meetings in the wdlderness were frequent; 
balls and parties became fashionable. 

There was a sound of revelry by night, 

And our Texan parlors gathered then 

Their beauty and their chivalry, and bright 

The lamps shone over fair women and brave men; 

A thousand hearts beat happily ; and when 

Music arose with its voluptuous swell, 

Soft eyes looked love to eyes which spoke again, 

And all went merry with the marriage-bell. 

I t has been said that a minister stood on one side of 
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the Brazos, and, the river being up, with no means of 
crossing it, actually onarried a couple standing on the 
opposite bank. 

Even General Houston was heard to exclaim in one 
of his public speeches, 

" The world was sad—the garden was a -wild; 

And man, the hermit, sighed—till woman smiled." 

Heaven was propitious, or if a little Homeric fancy 
might be excused, the gods and goddesses of high 
Olympus gave their approving nod, 

" And coming events cast their shadows before ; " 

while apron-strings reminded, poetically, the ex-bache-
lors 

" Of linked sweetness long drawn out." 

Indeed the population increased, and TexAs flourished 
under this benign legislation of the early Solons of the 
Republic. 

The act of January 4, 1839, granted to heads of fam
ilies who might immigrate before January 1, 1840, 
640 acres, and to single men of the age of seventeen 
and upwards 320 acres, conditioned on a permanent 
residence of three years, and performing all the duties 
of citizens for that term. 

Seeing the splendid and beneficent effect of these 
headright gra7its, the great and good men who com-
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posed the Congress of Texas, on the 16th of Janu
ary, 1843, extended the time of these grants to im
migrants from the 1st of January, 1840, to the 1st of 
January, 1842. 

The laAV of December 14, 1837, creating the Gen
eral Land Office, also provided for the election, by 
joint vote of both houses of Congress, of a Board of 

Land Commissioners for each county, composed of a 
president and two associates, for the purpose of inves
tigating all claims on the government for headrights 
to lands, and granting certificates to all persons by law 
entitled to them. 

This laAV was superseded by the act of January 26, 
1839, which made the chief justices of counties, the 
associate justices, aud the county clerks, boards of 
land .commissioners for their respective counties, sub
ject to the same laws prescribed for the action of the 
former boards. 

By the act of May 13, 1846, county courts were in
vested wdth all the powers of land commissioners. 

The acts of January 15, 1841, and January 16, 
1843, extended the authority of the chief justice and 
associate justices to issue certificates of headrights to 
immigrants. 

The act of February 7, 1853, provided that the 
functions of the various boards of land commissioners 
should cease December 31, 1853, but they were again 

riflM 
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revived by the act of February 4, 1854, and by the 
law of January 8, 1862, the county courts were re
quired to take proofs and forward former reports on 
unconditional certificates, where, from neglect or 
other causes, they had not been entered and reported 
to the General Land Office. 

An appeal Avas allowed from the county court, as It 
had been from the boards of land commissioners, to 
the district court, hence many headright certificates 
Avere issued by the district courts of the various coun
ties on appeal, as well as under the act of February 
4, 1841, which gave them original jurisdiction for 
hearing cases and granting headright certificates to 
all persons by law entitled to {hem, who had not re
ceived them or who held certificates not recommended 

by the board of land commissioners appointed to 
detect fraudulent certificates. The acts of August 1, 
1856, January 16, 1858, February 16, 1858, and Feb 
ruary 7, 1860, gave the Commissioner of Land Claims 
the power to grant certificates to all persons entitled 
to them by laAv, who had not received them. 

The old Texans often bought and sold their homes, 
lands, and land certificates, and from the value of the 
latter, Avicked men Avho delight In evil deeds forged or 
caused the Issuance oi fraudulent ce7'tificates, and sold 
or located them. When detected, these rascals expiated 
their crimes by serving in the penitentiary for a time 
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not less than two nor more than five years. In order to 
checkmate these villains, the Travelling Boards of Land 
Commissioners to detect fraudulent land certificates 
were created January 29, 1840, Avhose duty it was to 
inspect the records of the various county boards of 
land commissioners, and from satisfactory evidence 
ascertain and report all genuine certificates to the 
General Land Office. This was done, and all the old 
genuine certificates and patented lands are now con
tained in printed books taken from the records of the 
General Land Office, including titles issued by the 
governments of Spain and Mexico, headrights issued 
by the district and supreme courts, by special laws, 
by the commissioner of claims, and bounty and dona
tion Avarrants issued by the Secretary of War and Ad
jutant-GeneraL 

By laws passed December 6 and 10,1836, June 9, 
December 3, 9, and 14, 1837, land scrip was issued 
for hundreds of thousands of acres of land, and pat
ents authorized to be issued for the same. 

An act of January 26, 1839, granted three leagues 
of land to each county for the purpose of establish
ing a primary school or academy in every county 
in the republic. This act was repealed illegally by 
the present Constitution of the State. 

By acts of January 22, 1845, February 10, 1852, 
and February 7, 1853, pre-emptions of 320 acres were 
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granted to actual settlers on the public domain, who 
had resided on and cultivated the same for three years. 

The 320 acres were reduced, by act of February 
13, 1854, to 160 acres, Avhich, by the laAV of August 
12, 1870, is still granted to heads of families, and 80 
acres to single men twenty-one years old, upon condi
tion that they select, locate, and occupy the same for 
three years. 

By laAV lands were granted to colonists introduced 
by Peters, Castro, Fisher <fe Miller, 640 acres to heads 
of families, and 320 acres to single men. 

The act of December 15, 1863, encouraged the 
erection of manufacturing establishments of iron, cot
ton, wool, fire-arms, nitre, sulphur, powder, paper, salt, 
oil, etc., granting 320 acres of land for every $1,000 so 
invested. 

For the encouragement of railroads to aid and fa
cilitate the development of the vast resources of Texas 
lying dormant in her immense forests and prairies, the 
Legislatures of 1854 and 1856 granted 10,240 acres 
of land per mile, and loaned $6,000 per mile, in money, 
at six per cent, interest per annum, for every mile of 
railroad to be constructed in the State. 

Since then grants of lands to railroad companies 
have been increased to 20 sections, or 12,800 acres per 
mile. 

By the act of the 14th of December, 1837, each 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 477 

surveyor was required, as soon as practicable, to make 
out or procure a map of his county, on AvhIch plats 
of all the granted lands in each county should be 
made, so as to make a fair showing of the same. The 
acts of February 4 and 5, 1840, and May 11, 1846, 
more completely enforced this provision. Titles to 
land in Texas also emanate from sheriffs and tax-col
lectors. 

Unpaid judgments and taxes are liens upon the 
lands of persons owning them, but a judgment to 
bind land outside of the county Avhere the judgment 
is obtained must be recorded in the county where the 
land lies if in a State court, but if in a United States 
court it binds only within the jurisdiction of the 
court. However, judgment liens become dormant un
less executions issue within twelve months from the 
date of judgments. 

So, notwithstanding, the amount of titled land and 
the various tenures by which it is held, the records of 
the district courts of the different countins of the 
State, wherein deeds of all kinds to land are required 
to be recorded in order to make liens or titles valid, 
the records of the United States courts in Texas, and 
the records of the General Land Office, whence all 
pate7its emanate, afford very good evidence of good or 
bad titles to land in Texas. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Mina, Bastrop.—The Colorado Valley.—Jones Rivers and Phil Claiborne.— 
Brenham—with descriptions of Bastrop, Fayette, Washington, Nacog. 
doches, San Augustine, Sabine, Shelby, Panola and Harrison Counties.— 
Scenes and Incidents.—Sam Graves, Tom Ochiltree, etc, 

~ 0 ASTROP is a pleasant little village nearly half-
way between Austin and La Grange, on the Colo

rado River, containing about 1,000 or 1,500 inhabi
tants. 

It was first called Mina, but w âs afterwards re
named Bastrop, in honor of Baron de Bastrop, who 
gave to the corporation four leagues of land. 

The valley of the Colorado above and below Bas
trop is exceedingly rich and productive. The old 
stage' route from Austin to La Grange crosses the river 
four times, and after travelling it and beholding the 
bounties of nature spread out before me, I have 
esteemed it as beautiful and as attractive as any other 
portion of Texas, abounding in fish and game, and 
floAving Avith milk and honey. 

In Bastrop resides the ancient friend and compan-
I(;n of the celebrated Jones RiA^ers, renowned Phil 
Claiborne, who, as landlord and lawyer, as well as the 
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beloved associate of Col. Rivers, commands historic 
attention. 

Many interesting stories are told of them, two of 
which are as follows: 

One morning, AA'hIle at GeorgetoAvn attending court, 
they, with others, met in the hotel parlor, when Phil 
asked his friend: " How are you this morning, 
Jones ? " 

CoL Rivers, putting on a solemn countenance, 
answered: 

" Very well, I thank you, Phi l ; but I had a very 
stranore dream last nigfht. I dreamed that I was dead 
and in heaven, and, to my astonishment, I saAV you 
enter the heavenly kingdom." 

Phil exhibited great astonishment at this informa
tion, and earnestly requested his friend to tell him 
how he acted on the occasion. 

"Well, sir," ansAvered Rivers, "you came in just 
about as you did into this parlor a moment ago, stepped 
up to Mr. Clay, and shaking him warmly by the hand, 
you said : ' Why, Henry Clay, how do you do I' 

" Then you shook Mr. Webster b}- the hand, 
saying: ' Why, Daniel Webster, hoAV do you do ?' 

"Then with equal familiarity you shook hands 
with John C. Calhoun, Gen. Jackson, George Wash
ington, and finally, pushing Gens. Houston and Rusk 
out of the way, saying, ' Sam ! Tom ! let me pass,' 
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you stepped up to the Saviour of the world, and, slap
ping him on the shoulder, exclaimed: ' Why, Jesus 
Christ, ole fel, how do you do ? I heard of you when 
I was a boy !' " 

A loud peal of his inimitable laughter was Phil's 
only answer to this story of CoL Rivers. 

Phil Claiborne never received a classical education, 
and it is said Col. Rivers used to amuse himself and 
the crowd by relating such stories as the following: 
" A party of us, including Henry Clay, Madam 
Le Vert, Mark Antony and his Avife Susan B., left 
New Orleans by steamei' for St. Louis. Everything 
went on very pleasantly—laughing, talking and play
ing whist until we got to Vicksburg, Avhen Julius 
Caesar, Cleopatra, and old Tom Benton got on board, 
soon after which, old Tom, Mark Antony, Julius 
Caesar and myself went to playing seven-up for the 
whiskey and cigars. 

" We were playing the fourth game when Mark 
Antony, looking toward the ladies' cabin, exclaimed, 
pointing his finger in that direction, ' Great Jove! 
look, Jul ius! ' 

" Caesar and all of us looked and Ijeheld Henry 
Clay with his arm around Cleopatra, waltzing about 
the cabin in fine style; and, Phil, it Avould have done 
you good to see the fire flash in old Caesar's eyes, for 
he was jealous and poAverful fond of Cleopatra. 
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" I n jumping to his feet, he overturned the table 

•i'' and made for Mr. Clay furiously, but as he entered 
'"""tl the ladies' cabin. Madam Le Vert, with one of her 

irresistible smiles, motioned Caesar to take a seat by 
'^^l her side. He did so; and, Phil, I never saw the supe

riority of our American women over the ladies of 
'̂ 1(4 Rome more fully displayed than on this occasion! 
'̂̂ î Actually, sir. Madam Le Vert fascinated the whole 

m^ party, and even caused Henry Clay to divide his atten-
'J. )Wj tion between her and Cleopatra, which made the wily 
3111, Egyptian bite her lips in mortification and chagrin. 
Jitiji " At Memphis, Daniel Webster and Mrs. Hemans 
mijlf came aboard, and I tell you what, Phil, there was 
i t more hugging and kissing and fun and frolic on the 
oiili whole trip than I ever saw before." 
UE Here Phil interrupted his friend and wanted to 
;{:: know if Mrs. Hemans, the poetess, either kissed or 

hugged any one on the trip, and being informed that 
fill she w âs seen frequently to kiss and fall lovingly into 
,£• fthe arms of Mr. Webster, he remarked earnestly : 
.jj. " Well, Jones, I have a copy of Mrs. Hemans's 

1 poems at home, and my wife and children have been 

Dj,j reading it, but as soon as I get back, you may bet 

1-1 your bottom dollar I shall burn it up." 
j , ' Thus would CoL Rivers mingle ancient and modem 

historical celebrities in his stories for the amusement 
,ii 

of his less erudite friend. 
21 
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Col. Claiborne is a true believer in the Bible and 
Christianity, and it is said of him that, once on a time, 
being in the congregation of the faithful, he was called 
upon to exhort, when, drawing from his pocket a 
small Bible of about two by three inches in size, he 
read from the Sermon on the Mount: " WhatsoeA êr 
ye would that men should do unto you, do you even 
so unto them." Then holding the Scriptures up be
fore the audience and turning over its sacred pages, 
he spoke as follows : 

" This book, my dying friends, is the Bible, and 
these are the words of Jesus Christ, who wrote as 
no man ever wrote and spoke as no man ever spoke, 
and I pledge you my word and honor as a gentle
man, the Bible is a good egg and Jesus Christ is no 
sardine ! 

" He went about the world, not like a roaring lion 
seeking whom he might devour, but doing good— 
healing the wounded, curing the sick, consoling the 
unfortunate, changing water into wine, and command
ing us poor, erring mortals to drink it in remembrance 
of Him—God bless Him !—and that we should inherit 
eternal life ! 

" Now, my friends, let us reason together. Sup
pose you lose all your property, you can work for 
more ; if you lose your wives you might marry again! 
Were you to lose your children, you might get more: 
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but if you lose your immortal souls, up the spout you 

g o ! " 
Shortly after this exhibition of his piety, Phil met 

AvIth some friends down-town, and after drinkino^ hot 
Scotches and Tom and Jerries, he started home load
ed down to the guards; but on the way, becoming 
weary of his burden, he braced himself up against 
a horse-rack, and was throwing overboard his un
healthy cargo, when a passing friend came up and 
inquired: 

" Phil, are you sick ? " 
Straightening himself up to his full height, he very 

contemptuously answered: 
" You must be a d d fool! do you suppose I'm 

puking for fun ? " 
Arriving at his room he became deathly sick, when, 

moved by his abiding faith in the efficacy of prayer, 
he fell upon his knees and besought the Lord to 
spare his life and heal him, promising most solemnly 
never to get drunk again; at which moment the 
prayer of Jones Rivers from the next room came 
very distinctly to his ears, and Avas in effect that 
the Lord should not hearken to Phil Claiborne's pe
tition and spare his life—if He did, Phil Avould be 
drunk again in less than a week, and would finally 
die in his sins ! " Take him now, O Lord !" prayed 
Rivers, "while the boon most deai' to Heaven, the 
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first tear of the repentant sinner, is in his eyes, or 
Phil Claiborne may be irrevocably los t ! " 

But as he once said to Judge Devine in behalf of 
this same friend, it is human to err and divine to for-
glA ê, the prayer of CoL Rivers ascended not higher 
than his head, and Phil Claiborne is still a living 
monument of God's mercy and compassion. 

BRENHAM AND WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Washington, on the Brazos, once the capital of 
Texas, twenty miles northeast of Brenham, was the 
first county-seat of Washington County ; Mount Ver
non, five miles west of Brenham, was the second 
county-seat; and Brenham, named in honor of Dr. 
Brenham,* one of the unfortunate Texans who lost 
their lives in the ill-fated Mier expedition, was made 
the third, and laid off into a town in January, 
1844. 

It is beautifully located on sandy soil in the heart, 
of one of the richest bodies of land in Texas, ninety-
three miles east of Austin, and twenty-one miles west 
of Hempstead, on the western branch of the Houston 
and Texas Central Railroad. I t contains about 
4,000 inhabitants, and although it has been nearly 
burnt up fiA^e times since the war, the first time by 
order of Lieut. G. W. Smith, commander of the post in 
1866, yet it is now steadily improA'ing. 
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In 1846, in the District Court of Washington 
• , i County, Hon. R. E. Baylor presiding, the celebrated 
)•. case of Coles vs. Kelsey Avas being tried, when Judge 
I ' Baylor said to Three-Legged Willie, who Avas some-
i Bflt I.. 

what under the influence of inspiring bold John Bar
leycorn and annoying to the court: 

" Mr. Williamson, take your seat, sir ! " 
Three Legs straightened himself up, and looking 

defiantly at Judge Baylor, said indignantly: " I sha'n't 
do it, sir ! " 

Judge Baylor calmly took up his pen and was in 
the act of imposing a fine for. contempt, when Willie 
said: 

" Ah, sir! I beg pardon of the court! and as the 
court has ordered me to sit doAvn I Avill do so, with 
the express understanding that I shall get up again!" 
Then sitting doAvn he exclaimed: " Now I'm down ! " 
and immediately rising, he exclaimed: " Now I'm up! " 

The inimitable acting of the man caused the Judge 
to smile and the crowded court-house to roar with 
lauo^hter. 

Nacogdoches, once the largest town in Texas, is 
pleasantly situated on sandy soil in the fork of the 
Lananas, tw ô beautiful streams with gravelly beds, 
which, after uniting, flow into the Angelina. 

At present it contains about 1,500 inhabitants and 
is the county-seat of Nacogdoches County, one-half of 
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which, the famous red land, is quite productive and 
well timbered, and is watered by the Carissa, Atas
cosa, Mast and Bear Creeks, which afford fine AÂ ater-
power, and upon which a few mills have been 
erected. 

Nacogdoches was settled about 1714, Avhich the date 

on the old stone house attests, was depopulated in 1819 

during the invasion led by Gen. James Long,* and 

suffered much from the Fredonian war of 1827,t yet 

in 1835 it numbered 3,500 inhabitants. 

Here resided Generals Houston and Rusk, Henry 

Raguet, and the lamented CoL James Reiley, who fell 

in battle at Franklin, Louisiana, nobly struggling for 

Southern rights. 

* Dr. James Long, of Natchez, -with seventy-five followers, set out for 

Texas on the 17th June, 1819, was joined on the way by others, and oa 

arriving at Nacogdoches his force was 300 men, with whom he took posses

sion of Nacogdoches and the surrounding country, proclaimed Texas free 

and organized a government. He visited Lafitte at Galveston and tried to 

get him to unite their forces. Lafitte declined. Long's forces were soon 

after attacked, defeated and expeUed from the country, while he himself 

was captured, taken to the city of Mexico, and put to death. Thus ended 

this inglorious attempt to make a republic of Texas. 

f In the Fredonian war " one man was kiUed and ten or twelve wounded. 

I t consisted in the very slight resistance of the empresario, Hayden Ed

wards, to his expulsion from Texas by Gov. Blanco. Edwards tried to 

unite with the Indians but failed, and left the country. His contract waa 

abrogated, and ihe territory embraced in it was divided between David G. 

Burnet and Joseph Vehlin, as empresarios." 
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Here, in 1836, the pure-hearted, noble-minded, and 
dearly-beloved Southern hero, Robert E. Lee, was sta
tioned with his regiment of United States regulars, 
and here he was promoted from the rank of second to 
that of first lieutenant. 

The writer frequently met Gen. Lee while in San 
Antonio, and for some time ate at the same table with 
him while he was lieutenant-colonel, and was forcibly 
struck with the purity of his manners and the dignity 
of his bearing. 

After the war, his efforts to restore harmony and 
good-will between Americans so exalted him in the 
estimation of the Northern people, as to draw from a 
leading journal of New York City the very truthful 
compliment: 

"Never did mother give birth to a nobler son." 

San Augustine, Sabine, and Shelby Counties, lying 

east of Nacogdoches County, partake of the same char

acter of soil and timber to be found in the latter, the 

timber consisting principally in pine, oak, and hickory. 

They are watered by the Attoyac, Patrone, Towash, 

Flat Fork, Caney, and other rippling perennial 

streams. 

Panola and Harrison Counties, lying north of Shel

by, are also fine farming and cotton-growing sections, 

but Carthage, the county-seat of Panola, is not quite 



4 8 8 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

so populous as its namesake, the old rival of Rome, 
was, nor is Marshall, formerly styled the Athens of 
Texas, so large as Jefferson, fifteen miles north of It, 
although the great eastern depot and machine-shop of 
the Texas Pacific Railroad has been located there. 

But Marshall is a distinguished place, for here Gov
ernors Henderson, Clark, and Murrah, Wigfall, Ochil
tree, Jennings, Mills, Hill, Frazier, Adams, Mahone, 
Poag, Pope, and other distinguished members of the 
Texas bar once lived, and on the rostrum and from the 
press eloquently uttered 

" Thoughts that breathe, and words that bum." 
" Their tongues 

Dropt manna, and could make the worse appes" 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels." 

Here took place the celebrated game of poker be
tween his Honor John T. Mills and Governor Hender
son, wherein several hundred dollars and a new trial 
in the Snowdon case were said to have been lost and 
won on the same hand. 

At any rate, in the morning, after taking his seat on 
the bench, the first order made by his Honor, and that, 
too, wdthout solicitation from any one, was for a new 
trial in the SnoAvdon case. 

In Marshall still resides that amiable associate, good 
citizen, and indulgent father. Judge George B. Ad-
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kins, a fair sample of the old Texas gentlema7i, who, 
many years ago, AÂ hile holding court up-stairs, was 
annoyed by a game of faro going on down-stairs. 
After ordering the sheriff to stop the game, and being 
informed of the refusal of the sportsmen to obey his 
order, he adjourned his court for fifteen minutes, and 
being experienced in the game, commenced betting, 
and Avithin the fifteen minutes broke the bank and 

*fs«l again opened his court, which thereafter was not dis-
liw; turbed by the broken gamblers. 

Here I first met that 7'ara avis in terris, the golden-
haired hero and most celebrated and inimitable story 
teller, Tom Ochiltree, Avhose name is familiar not only 

[̂  in Texas and the United States, but also in England, 
France, Germany, and the other great nations of the 
world. When but a boy, Tom gave promise of his 

«[{['. future grand financial ideas in dealing faro from an 
SdJ! old sardine-box to his associate urchins, and refusing 
Pin to turn for less than a dime. 
jjj " Who put that ar five-center down there ?" he in

dignantly inquired. 
" I put it there, Tom," answered one of the little 

],j fellows. 
" Well, you take it up," rejoined Tom, " for I sha'n't 

i turn for less nor a dime ! " 
I I t is said that Major Ochiltree killed more men 

,̂  and went through more close places than almost any 
h 21* 

I 
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other officer of the lost cause. I have heard him 
speak 

" Of most disastrous chances. 
Of moving accidents, by flood and field, 
Of hair-breadth 'scapes, i' the imminent deadly breach;" 

how he had two horses killed under him at Val 
Verde, and was blown forty feet in the air, but came 
down unharmed, lit upon his feet, mounted another 
horse, and charged home to vdctory ! how, in one of 
the battles 'round Richmond, he had slaughtered 
thirty-eight Yanks that he got, besides cutting off 
with his sword a wagon-load of arms and ears; how 
he punched Stonewall Jackson in the ribs with his 
sabre, and waking him up, inquired: " Ole boss, 
where is Gen. Jackson ?" And then how small he 
felt when Stonewall exclaimed : " I am Gen. Jackson, 
what do you wish ?" 

Everybody has heard his story of the Arkansas 
girl who listened with tearful eyes to his touching ac
count of the death of her dear brother who died in 
his aiTus, and with his dying breath spoke of his 
mother and sister in Arkansas—and how, when she 
inquired his name and he answered : " Major Ochil
tree," she exclaimed in astonishment: " W h a t ! Tom 
Ochiltree ! " and then upon his answering her af
firmatively, how she smiled, wiped away her tears, 



"feacli;' f 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 4 9 1 

and pleasantly said : " Well, if you are Tom Ochil
tree, it's all right! My brother is stiU alive "—so I 
will not repeat it. 

I t is reported that he was bearer of despatches from 
Gen. Sibley to Richmond, giAring accounts of the bat
tles of Val Verde, Glorietta, and other engagements, 
and after an audience vAdth Mr. Davis, at which Gen. 
Wigfall was present, when Tom retired, Mr. Davis in
quired of Wigfall: 

" Who is he ? " Wigfall answered : " Major Ochil
tree." Mr. DaAds rejoined: " I know that as well as 
you do. But he's from your state. Who is Major 
Och.iltree ?" 

" Well, sir," answered Wigfall, " he is a man Avho 
would tell a story on credit rather than tell the truth 
for cash." 

" But what I wish to know of you. Gen. Wigfall, 
is, is he a reliable man ?" again asked Mr. Davis. 

" Reliable ! Yes, s i r !" answered Wigfall, " he can 
outlie and outT^lxQ any man you ever saw." 

Major Ochiltree's amiable manners and very inter
esting conversational powers liave made him friends 
everywhere, including Gen. Grant, whose appointment 
of him to be United States marshal was not at all 
distasteful to the good people of Eastern Texas. 

As an ordinary sample of his story-telling, a recent 
instance is here inserted from the Netv York Herald: 

k 
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" SARATOGA, July 30, 1874. 

" Said Mr. James Valentine to Dr. Quackenbos on 
the quarter-stretch to-day: 

" ' It is just fifty years since Eclipse and Henry ran 
their great four-mile race on Long Island. It was a 
Tuesday in May. I crossed the East River on a tread
mill boat, worked by a mule in harness.' ' Yes,' said 
Dr. Quackenbos, ' there was not a steam-vessel on the 
water. I went over in a periauger.' 

" ' I went over on a raft,' said Tom Ochiltree, of 
Texas. ' I had to run off from school to see the race. 
Society has changed very much since.' 

' You,' said all, ' why, how old are you, Tom ?' 

" ' Threescore and ten,' exclaimed the United States 
marshal in question. 

" Valentine drew a long sigh. ' Well,' said he, look
ing at Tom profoundly, ' I'm afraid I wasn't there.'" 

For the information of parents and guardians who 
may Avish to cure their children and wards of stretching 
the blanket too thin, I will relate how Mrs. Graves, a 
venerable Christian mother, who lived twenty miles 
from Marshall, on the road to Shreveport, cured her 
son Sam. 

After Sam married and had become the father of 
three or four children, he took up his gun one day, 
and going through the woods, a mile or two from his 
residence, to his father's house, killed several squir-
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rels, and, in giving an account of his hunt to his 
mother, said that he had seen at least one hundred 
squirrels upon one tree. 

After dinner Sam retired to his old dormitory, and 
was soon sound asleep, when his mother came in with 
ropes and very gently, but unbeknowenst to Sammy, 
tied both hands and feet to the bed-posts; then with 
a whip she came down on Sam Avith all her might. 

Sam begged and implored, but his mother kept on 
whipping him, once in a while exclaiming : " A hun
dred squirrels upon one tree, Sammy ! " 

" 'Fore God, mother, there were at least fifty !" 
" Too many my son ! " exclaimed Mrs. Graves, as she 

continued the flogging. 

Sam next fell to twenty-fiA^e. •" Too many, my boy ! " 
said his mother, and her castigation continued until 
Samivel came doAvn to " at least three or four, mother," 
when she stopped and untied him. 

Mrs. Graves then informed the gentleman that, be
ing her only son, she had neglected to correct him too 
long and too often ! Her conscience smote her for it, 
and that what she had done was from a sense of im
perative duty to bring about his reformation and 
eternal salvation. 

Mrs. Graves' plan worked like a charm, and Sam 
Graves became one of the most truthful and reliable 
men in Harrison County. 

1 •^•m 
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As the providence of God has deprived Major 
Ochiltree of both father and mother, it is to be hoped 
that, like the pious monks of old, he will administer to 
himself the castigation necessary for his reformation 
and thus gladden the hearts of his numerous friends 
and secure his own everlasting happiness. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Galveston, Brazoria, Matagorda, Wharton and Fort Bend.—Houston, 
Jefferson, San Antonio, Austin, Dallas, Hempstead, Plantersville, 
Waller, Graines, Montgomery and Walker Counties,—Ike Baker, Jim 
Pinkston, Joe Bates, the Bell-men, etc, 

r^ ALVESTON, the great port of entry and lar-
^-^ gest city in Texas, containing some 35,000 or 
40,000 inhabitants, the fourth cotton depot in the 
South—New Orleans, Savannah, and Charleston only 
excelling it—is situated on the east end of the island 
of the same name, which is about twenty-seven miles 
long, and where the city stands is about one mile 
wide. 

This " beautiful isle of the sea" was selected and 
fortified by the notorious pirate Lafitte as his strong
hold, to which he fled for safety when attacked by 
superior numbers, and whither he carried the vessels, 
cargoes and prisoners captured on the main. How 
many beautiful captive maidens were here forced to 
live and endure the horrid companionship of rude 
pirates, far away from the parental roof! And how 
often the poor victims sighed for the realization of 
the poet's ideal of earthly happiness when he sung: 

'-^?aai 
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"There is a bliss beyond all that the minstrel has told, 

AVhen two that are linked in one heavenly tie, 

With heart never changing and brow never 'cold, 

Love on through all ills, and love on tiU they die 1 

One hour of a passion so sacred is worth 

Whole ages of heai-tless and wondering bliss; 

And, oh I if there be an Elysium on earth, 

It is this! it is this I" 

may be rather imagined than described. 

Lafitte was represented as a tall, symmetrically 
formed man, AAdth pleasant address and agreeable 
manners. Just before the battle of New Orleans, on 
the 8th of January, 1815, he was offered i630,000 
sterling, a post-captaincy, wdth the command of a 
frigate in the British navy, if he would join Lord 
Packenham on that famous occasion. 

Lafitte declined the offer of the British Government, 
enclosed the Avritten proposition to Gov. Claiborne, 
of Louisiana, Avith whom he was then at variance, of
fering his services to the United States, in considera
tion of a pardon and amnesty for himself and follow
ers for all past offences, which proposition was ac
cepted, when he joined Gen. Jackson in the defence of 
New Orleans, and participated in the glorious victory 
of American valor achieved over British discipline on 
the plains of Chalmette. 

But his habits were fo7'med, and no angel gave 
either to him or his followers that tvondrous pote7icy 
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to change their abandoned, odious, sensual, and pirati
cal lives, and although for his services against the 
British his past crimes were overlooked, he and his 
followers, with the pardon of the President of the 
United States in their pockets, again returned to 
piracy on the high seas, were detected, and ordered, 
in 1821, to leave Galveston Island, which they for
ever abandoned in that year. 

After the departure of Lafitte, the island was occu
pied by the Tonkaway Indians for fishing purposes, 
when tired of eating buffalo, Comanche, and other 
animal food. 

From 1821 to the Texas revolution, the island was 
mostly thus occupied, Avhen the God-and-libertydov-
ing Mexicans established thereon a custom-house, and 
called the place Galveston, in honor of a distinguished 
Greaser named Galv.ez. 

Velasco, at the mouth of the Brazos, and Anahuac, 
at the head of the bay, had fairer prospects at first of 
being the great port of Texas, than Galveston. 

It was only after the victorious Texans, under Gen. 
Houston, had made the plains of San Jacinto immor
tal, and avenged the Alamo and Goliad, that fame 
trumpeted abroad, in terms of the highest praise, the 
beauty, fertility and productiveness of the soil and 
the salubrity of the climate—then Galveston com
menced growing. 
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Young men of daring and enterprise came from 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New York, Connecticut, and 
even the State of New Jersey gave to Galveston 
several very good citizens, David and D. The. Ayres, 
among them. From Democratic Connecticut alone 
came E. S. Wood, Joe and William Hendley, George 
and Albert Ball, Ashbel Smith, Munson Hitchcock, 
Stephen Southwick, and that accomplished jurist and 
ripe scholar, laughter-loving Frank Merriman. The 
Nestorian Dr. Levi, the Hon. J. B. and Jeff. Jones— 
the amiable editors and publishers of the News and 

Civilian, Hamilton Stuart and Willard Richardson— 
the Ballengers, Jacks, R. and D. G. Mills, the great 
bankers of Texas, and thousands of others, soon made 
Galveston a sober, industrious, and orderly city, ex
porting produce amounting to more than $25,000,000 
annually. ^ 

I t is amusing to hear old Texans relate little 
incidents which took place at an early day, and 
hoping to giv ê the reader cause for a smile, I 
will relate one on Frank Merriman, in which 
Uncle Stephen Southwick and Judge Swett were 
actors. 

Frank had just arrived from pious. God-fearing 
NcAA' England, and was perfectly ignorant of " draw 
poker," but having learned never to trump his part
ner's ace, and being a first-rate " seven-up " player. 
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when Southwick and Swett insisted on a game of 
" draw," he assented, and asked to be shown hoAV the 
game was played. 

After being informed that the higher cards beat 
the lower cards, and that pairs of higher cards beat 
pairs of lower cards, and so on, the game commenced, 
and Frank was soon piling up and taking doAvn, and 
enjoying himself hugely, when finally he got four 
aces. Swett held four "trays." Frank, after betting 
right sharply, " called " Swett, who, showing his hand, 
said: " Well, Mr. Merriman, I guess I've got you this 
time! I have four trays." 

Whereupon Frank threw down his four aces, ex
claiming, " Confound the luck, when I have ones or 
twos somebody else has threes or fours !" 

Swett quietly raked down the money, and the game 
went on. 

In the Rev. Doctor Eaton's church the next day 
Uncle Stephen went to sleep, and when the baskets 
were passed around for contributions, the collector 
partially waked him, and held out the basket, when 
Uncle Stephen, not fully aroused, spoke out loud 
enough for the whole congregation to hear him, " Oh, 
Swett, I pass, I do ! " 

On one occasion Mr. SouthAAdck ran for the mayor
alty of Galveston, and after going to every voter, all 
of whom he knew, and asking their votes, he expressed 
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himself as perfectly confident of his election by a 

majority of 350 votes. 

However, when the votes Avere counted out. Uncle 
Stephen lacked just that number of being elected, and 
being laughed at by his friends, exclaimed : 

" Well, I've got the satisfaction of knowing 350 
d—d liars ! sure as my name is Stephen Southwick!" 

During the late civil war, Galveston Avas attacked 
and captured twice, one time by the Federals, the 
other by the Confederates, wherein a father and son 
fought on opposing sides; the son, Lieut. Lee, was 
killed on the Harriet Lane, and the grief-stricken 
father, who was a graduate of West Point, partici
pated in his funeral obsequies—possibly slew his own 
son! 

God shield our country forcA êr from another civd 
war! 

West of Galveston are the great sugar counties of 
Texas, Brazoria, Matagorda, Fort Bend, and Wharton, 
watered by the Brazos, Old Caney, San Bernard, Col
orado and other streams. 

The land of these counties is very rich and pro
ductive, but not so valuable noAv as before the war, 
as they were then made productive by the forced 
labor of the sable-colored sons of injured Africa, who 
since their emancipation are, in many instances, op
posed to regular labor or continued physical exertion. 
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In Brazoria, Mr. S. F. Austin lived and died, and 
here lives Capt. Robt. J. Calder, who was at San 
Jacinto, and as sheriff of Brazoria arrested the noto
rious Monroe EdAvards. 

On Old Caney lives the venerable Capt. John Dun-
% can, an eighty-year-old Texan, and his estimable 

neighbor, John Rugelj^. The gallant Erasmus Smith 
lived and died in Richmond, where now survive the 
genial-hearted, amiable and accomplished Dr. G. A. 
Feris, Randolph Foster, the oldest living Texan, and 
T. J. Smith, of Fannin's command, spared because he 
was a blacksmith. 

The section of country embraced within these four 
counties is destined within a few years to be one of 

the garden spots of the world. 

HOUSTON. 

Houston, the second city in size and importance in 
Texas, and famous for its notable, as well as very dis
tinguished and highly creditable STATE FAIRS, was 
surveyed and laid off into lots by John K. and A. C. 
Allen in 1836, soon after the battle of San Jacinto, 
and named after Gen. Sam Houston. 

It is the great railroad centre of Texas, and is con
nected by rail with Galveston, Columbia on the Bra
zos, Columbus on the Colorado, Luling, Waco, Dallas, 
Denison, Austin, Palestine, Marshall, Jefferson, and 

--fPia 



5 0 2 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

all intermediate cities and towns, many of consider

able mercantile importance. 

The Bayou City, as it is frequently called, is situa
ted on Buffalo Bayou, about fifty miles northAvest of 
Galveston, has about twenty thousand inhabitants, 
and besides its very creditable schools and churches 
can justly be proud of its two very successful manu
facturing establishments of cotton and woollen goods, 
the Eureka and City mills. 

The merchants of Houston do considerable business 
with interior merchants, and calculate when they 
complete the ship channel, so that ocean steamers 
can come up to Houston as easy as they can enter 
Galveston Bay, which scientific engineers say can be 
done, to compete Avith Galveston as to future growth 
and commercial impoi'tance. 

I t was here during the war that Gen. Magruder 
established his head-quarters, cast cannon, and organ
ized his famous attack and capture of Galveston. 

From Houston Gen. Tom Green and his gallant 
soldiers sailed on their frail little boat down the 
bayou, in sight of San Jacinto, through the bay, up 
to the Ha7'riet Lane, boarded and captured her ! and 
thus Galveston. 

As the little vessel passed the memorable battle
ground, and the lamented hero beheld the plain 
Whereon, twenty-seven years before, he and his com-
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rades, manfully contending against superior numbers, 
had gained a glorious victory and made the Republic 
of Texas an independent nation—thought he of the < 

fearful battle-cry of the Texans: '•''Beme7nber the 

Alamo!" or of the appealing shriek of the poor de
feated Mexicans: ^Me no Alamo!" or of the dear 
ones at home, who were soon to lose dear brother, 
kind father, and tender husband ? 

Alas, that one so useful, beloved and needed by 
friends, country, and family, should be killed in the 
moment of victory ! 

The reader will pardon this passing tribute of 
respect to one of the bravest soldiers and most accom
plished officers who fought and died for the lost cause, 

and I will relate the following Houstonian anecdote: 

During our late civil war, Avhich Gen. Houston, 
opposed, many of his old friends, among them the, 
genial hearted Frank Lubbock, and other good Con
federates, did not speak kindly of the old hero, but in' 
order to counteract his influence against the harmony 
and union of Texans in support of the Southern Con
federacy, said things which excited his wrath and 
brought forth the following evidence of his sarcastic 
powers. 

Coming up one night on the steamer Dia7ia from 
Galveston to Houston, he called to the steward sev
eral times and asked, when the boat stopped : 
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" What place is this, steward ? " 
On arriving at the Bayou City, when the boat 

stopped, not knowing where he was, he repeated his 
inquiry, and was ansAvered : " Houston." 

" Houston ! " said the old general, " Houston! Oh 
yes, I recollect now. I raised some pups in Houston 
—they have grown to be big dogs, and now when I 
walk out, they bark at me! " 

JEFFERSON. 

The sixth city of Texas, numbering more than 
8,000 inhabitants, is Jefferson, situated on Cypress 
Bayou, at the head of navigation. 

Jefferson, since the war, was almost entirely burned, 
but has been I'ebuilt with more substantial and ele
gant structures—more than 150 new brick stores 
have been erected in the place of the wooden ones 
consumed by the fire. 

In 1869 Jefferson shipped to New Orleans about 
eighty thousand bales of cotton, besides an immense 
quantity of wool, hides, tallow, beeswax, etc., etc. 

The whole of Northern Texas, from Dallas on the 
Trinity to Fulton, Arkansas, traded with Jefferson, 
bringing down cotton, flour, pork, wool, hides, beeves, 
etc., etc., and carrying back in their wagons supplies 
of clothing, machinery, farming utensils, and other 
articles of merchandise. 
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The people of Jefferson aided in the construction 
of the Texas and Pacific Railroad from Longview^ to 
Texarkana, but this road and the Central now supply 
the vast country wdth merchandise, which was for
merly tributary to Jefferson, the trade of which has 
in consequence decreased immensely. 

" So the struck eagle, stretched upon the plain. 
No more through rolling clouds to soar again, 
Viewed his own feather on the fatal dart. 
And winged the shaft that quivered in his heart. " 

The country near Jefferson abounds in iron ore of 
the finest quality, of Avhich very fine stoves and ploughs, 
as well as all manner of castings, are made. As the 
great source of wealth to the people of Marion County, 
this inexhaustible supply of ore should be properly 
and immediately appropriated, so as to supply all 
Texas with home-made Iron goods. 

A few miles from Jefferson on Soda Lake, through 
which the Cypresses fiow into Red River, is the 
famous promontory jutting out into the lake, over
looking the surrounding countiy for miles, called Pot
ter's Point, in honor of the celebrated Robert Po t t^ , 
Secretary of the Texas Navy, Avho, from its dense for
est abounding in game and cool fountains of pure 
water and splendid facilities for fishing and ducking, 
selected it as his home. Here he hunted, fished, and 

22 
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killed ducks to his heart's content, and then retired to 
his library and indulged his fondness for reading. 

He was a rare genius—gifted and eloquent. No 
other member of the Texas Congress did Gen. Hous
ton fear so much as Col. Potter, who had all the 
English poets at his tongue's end, was an expert 
logician, quick at repartee, fiuent, and at the same 
time a fine actor. 

The story of his death runs as follows: 
For some time there had been war between him

self and his followers, and Capt. Wm. P. Rose and 
his friends. 

One morning after daylight, but before sunrise. Col. 
Potter and his party galloped up to Rose's house, and 
surrounding it expected to capture him. On search
ing the house, they found the bed still warm where 
he had slept during the night, but Capt. Rose was 
gone! He was an early riser and was out in the 
new ground with the negroes chaining, and seeing his 
enemies approach, he laid down on the ground and 
ordered his slaves to cover him all over wdth brush, 
and in order to prevent any suspicion of his presence, 
to set the heap on fi/re, which they did, and as Potter 
and his party approached seeing no place of conceal
ment except the burning brush Jieap, they went away, 
when although somewhat scorched, he crawled out 
from his hiding-place, mounted his horse, hastily sum-



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 5 0 7 

moned his partisans, and next morning attacking Pot
ter, surrounded him in his house. 

Col. Potter aroused and conscious of his danger 
broke through his enemies, plunged headlong into the 
lake, dived and swam for dear life, but as he raised 
his head above the water to get breath, It Avas riddled 
Avith bullets.* 

Thus perished CoL Robert Potter! but Potter's 
Point still remains, and is one of the most pleasant 
resorts for fishing, hunting, and ducking in all 
Texas. 

SAN ANTONIO. 

In 1682, the same year that Wm. Penn and his 

* Dickens, in his "American Notes," thus quotes the tragedy: 

" TERRIBLE DEATH OP ROBERT POTTER.—From the Caddo Gazette of 

the 12th inst. we learn the frightful death of Col. Robert Potter 

He was beset in his house by an enemy, named Rose. He sprang from his 

couch, seized his gun, and in his night-clothes rushed from the house. For 

about two hundred yards his speed seemed to defy his pursuers ; but, get

ting entangled in a thicket, he was captured. Rose told him that he in

tended to a^t a genei'ous part, and give him a chance for his life. He then 

told Potter he might run, and he should not be interrupted tiU he reached 

a certain distance. Potter started at the word of commiand, and before a 

gun was fired he had reached the lake. His fiist impulse was to jump in 

the water and dive for it, which he did. Rose was close behind him, and 

formed his men on the bank ready to shoot him as he rose. In a few 

seconds he came up to breathe ; and scarce had his head reached the sur

face of the water when it was completely riddled with the shot of their guns, 

and he sank to rise no more," 
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Quaker followers laid out the beautiful site of Phila
delphia, between the Delaware and SchuylkiH Rivers, 
about fifty Spanish families from the Philippine Is
lands, headed by the Navarros, Garzas, Leals, Rodri
guezes, Perezes, Manchacas and others, landed upon 
the coast of Texas, and, Avending their way up the 
country, were captivated by two beautiful streams, 
between Avhich they settled, calling one the San Anto
nio and the other San Pedro, where they laid out a city 
into lots with very irregular streets, and named it San 
Antonio, which to day is the third city in size in Texas, 
containing about eighteen thousand persons. 

San Antonio has five streams of water running 
through it, and is a remarkably healthy and flomdsh-
ing city; its colleges, schools, and churches bear evi
dence that its citizens are great lovers of learning and 
morality. 

Near the heart of the city stands that antique 
but memorable structure, known in history as the 
Alamo, where Crockett, Bowie, and their heroic fol
lowers fought their last fight, and gave to Texas his
torians the right to record truthfully: 

" Thermopylae had its messenger, 

The Alamo had none! " 

No monument marks their tomb. They were de
nied sepulture. Their bodies were burned and their 
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ashes scattered to the winds of heaven, but their 
names will live in history and song as the bravest of 
the brave, so long as Americans continue to love 
deeds of noble daring and heroic achlcA^ement, or so 
long as the beautiful San Antonio River with arrowy 
swiftness shall continue to flow by the Alamo and 
Goliad, and mingle its waters with those of the 
Gulf. 

Below San Antonio on the river are the celebrated 
Missions of Espada, San Juan, San Jose, and Con

cepcion, erected more than a century ago, which from 
their ancient style of sculpture, structure, aud archi
tecture never fail to repay the strangers' visit. 
These missions were built by pious Spanish priests, in 
which to flght as well as pray; to Christianize the 
wild savages, and to be used as forts when attacked. 

After railroad communication is established be
tween San Antonio and the rest of the world, its 
commerce, trade, population, and wealth must neces
sarily increase; wherefore San Antonians should aid 
and encourage the speedy completion of the Interna
tional and Mexican Gulf Railroads, with all their 
might, amity, and resources. 

AUSTIN. 

Austin, the capital of Texas, contains about tAvelve 
thousand inhabitants, is beautifully situated on the 
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Colorado River, was surveyed in 1839, and made the 
seat of government in 1840, Avhen the Indians in the 
neighboring mountains were as thick as leaves In 
Valambrosa. 

I t has more hills than the Eternal City, and hence 
its cognomen City of Hills, high above all of which 
Mount Bonnell rears its lofty head, looking down with 
complacent grandeur and dignity upon the sparkling 
waters of the river at its base. 

The following legend of the Colorado Valley Avas 
related to me years ago by that reliable gentleman, 
good citizen, and gallant soldier, George L. Robert
son: 

" Mount Bonnell was called by the early settlers of 
Colorado Valley Antonette's Leap, which was given 
to it in consequence of the selfdmmolation on that 
picturesque spot, at an early day, of a most lovely and 
accomplished young senorita, who came over from 
Spain at the first settlement of the Missions of San 
Jose, San Juan, Espada, and the Alamo. 

" The fame of Antonette's beauty and intellectual 
charms was spread abroad through the settlements, 
and even extended to the hunting-ground and camp-
fires of the red men of the forest, till it came to the 
ears and inflamed the passions of Cibolo, the chief of 
the Comanches, who selected a band of his favorite 
warriors^ made a raid upon the settlements, captured 
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the beautiful Antonette, and carried her far away to 
his camp in the wilderness, on the head-waters of the 
Colorado.' 

" The parents and friends of the unfortunate seno
rita mourned her as lost forever, except Don Leal 
Navarro Rodriquez, her betrothed lover, a brave and 
elegantly educated young Spanish caballero, of fine 
personal appearance and honorable, as well as braA ê 
to a fault, w ĥo determined to follow the murderous 
Indians to their home and rescue his beloved Anto
nette, or perish in the attempt. 

" Don Leal mounted his favorite steed, and, w'ell 
armed, started from the Alamo alone in pursuit of the 
Indians, and after many hair-breadth escapes, undis

covered, descried the camp of the savages, and selecting 
I tk a dark night, he entered it, and by imitating the mock-
f/ ing-bird, of which Antonette was very fond, and whose 
y singing they could both imitate to perfection, he soon 
sr discovered what spot inside the encampment she was," 

then came into the very tent which she occupied, and 
.;;i, found her tied securely to prevent her escape. 
,55 "In an instant the lover severed the bonds which 

confined the dear idol of his heart and Avith her 
cautiously returned to where he had left his horse 
when he entered the Comanche camp; then quickly 
mounting and taking Antonette up behind him, he 
started to regain the Mission of the Alamo. 
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" The fury of Cibolo in the morning, when he dis
covered the escape of his fascinating captive, knew 
no bounds. He raved and blasphemed terribly; then 
sounding the alarm, with an hundred chosen warriors, 
he hastily started in pursuit, leaving the main body of 
his tribe to await his return. 

" For several days Don Leal and his beloved Anto
nette made good speed towards the settlements, sub
sisting most bountifully upon game, which was easily 
obtained through Don Deal's rifle, and at night sleep
ing under the forest trees; but on the seventh day, 
leaving the prairie land, they became entangled in the 
mountains bordering the Colorado, and early in the 
morning of the eighth day the lovers discovered them
selves surrounded upon all sides by the cruel savages 
and all attempts at further flight entirely hopeless. 

" The wrathful Cibolo, with cow horns on his head 
and face horribly painted, advanced in all the 
pride of power to where they had fled as a last refuge, 
but when about fifty yards off, Don Leal, who had 
firmly resolved to fight and die rather than surrender, 
raised his rifle to his shoulder, and taking deliberate 
aim, fired ! In an instant the savage chief bounded 
into the air and then fell to the ground a corpse; but 
in another instant at least twenty arrows pierced his 
own body, and he too fell to the earth and expired 
without a groan. 
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" After surveying the situation, and revolving in 
her mind the miserable fate awaiting her from the mer
ciless Comanches, the emptiness and vanity of human 
life compared Avith the ineffable joys of Paradise, the 
poor, unfortunate girl bent over the prostrate and life
less form of her lover, kissed his dear lips, and then 
rising, with her eyes toAvard heaven and murmuring 
her last prayer to God, she plunged headlong down 
the precipice and struck the rocks beneath, mangled, 
bleeding, and dead! 

" For a long time the place where these rare, devot
ed but most unfortunate lovers met their sad and un
timely fate was called ' Antonette's Leap,' but years 
ago a wandering Bohemian, who happened to pass a 
few days in Austin, ambitious of fame or notoriety as 
Herostratus, or emulating the example of Americus 
Vespucius, AAdiose presumptuous A^anity cheated Colum
bus out of his just glory, blotted it out and substituted 
his own, and now Antonette's Leap is Mount Bonnell 
just as certainly as Columbia is America." 

As an evidence of the abundance of game formerly 
on the Colorado, I will relate an incident in the early 
history of Austin: 

One morning an emigrant, answering to the familiar 
name of Adams, walked into the most popular hotel 
of the place, then kept by Capt. SAvisher, the father 
of that amiable gentleman, good citizen, and well-

22 o* 
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known Austinlan, Col. Milt Swisher, and engaged 
board by the month, agreeing to pay for It in turkeys, 
at fifty cents each—making the contract and eating 
his dinner he walked up the valley of the river and 
being very expert at throwing rocks, in that way 
killed six wild turkeys, which he brought home and 
turned over to his landlord. 

In the morning he went out again and about dinner 
time returned with seven which he had killed in the 
same way. At night he returned with another load, 
when Capt. SAvisher said to him: 

" Mr. Adams, you have overstocked me with turkeys. 
Don't kill any more for a few days." 

Mr. Adams paid his board regularly in wild turkeys, 
and ever afterAvards went by the soubriquet of Tu7'-

key Adams. 

For some time after the capital was removed to 
Austin the Indians were A'-ery troublesome, making 
frequent raids on the settlements, killing and robbing 
without mercy. 

On one occasion Capt. Billy Wilson, Avith a party of 
young men, including Col. Jack Baylor, who relates 
the story, pursued them for three days, without rest 
or food, and overtook them on the head-waters of the 
Yegua, near Austin. 

Just before the Indians, Avho were retreatinor r.t 
their utmost speed, reached the timber, one of them, to 
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facilitate his speed and escape death, being left behind, 
cut loose a large piece of raw meat, and letting it fall 
to the ground continued his flight. CoL Baylor and 
his companions saw this operation, and being exceed
ingly hungry, stopped, lighted a flre, cooked and com
menced eating the captured meat. 

When Capt. Wilson, who rode a safe rather than a 
swift horse, and was behind, came up, and saw them 
devouring the captured property, he being hungry 
himself, exclaimed: 

" Great God ! that meat is poisoned ! you'll all be 
dead in flfteen minutes ! Run down to the creek and 
drink just as much water as you can, to kill the 
poison!" 

Baylor and his young Indian hunters heard and 
obeyed their chief, but as they returned to the spot 
they beheld their commander as he was swallowing the 
last particle of the captured meat, who, wiping liis 
mouth with his sleeve, exclaimed, with a cunning 
smile: " Well, boys, we'll, all die together! I hav^e 
histed in what you left! " 

DALLAS. 

No city in Texas or the south has grown so fast in 
the last year as Dallas, which is beautifully situated 
on the Trinity River, at the junction of the Texas 
Pacific Railroad Avith the Houston and Texas Central. 
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This city was settled in 1842, by Colonel John 
Neely Bryan, and named in honor of Commodore 
Dallas, of the United States Navy, while the county 
was named after George M. Dallas. 

In 1846 the Legislature made it the temporary 
county-seat, and in 1850 it became permanently so by 
the vote of the people. 

In 1846, when the writer passed round it, there 
were but about thirty or forty inhabitants, but in a 
few years afterwards, Avhen it became the permanent 
county-seat, many houses and much improvement were 
added to it. 

In 1860 all the business portion of the city was 
buiTied, and the war coming on after, there was a stand
still, while the fierce and bloody strife between Ameri
cans called many of its citizens to the tented field and 
the soldier's grave. 

Not until 1868 and 1869 did Dallas again com
mence to improve, but in July, 1872, the Houston and 
Texas Central reached it, followed, in August, 1873, 
by the Texas Pacific, and then came the era of im
provement and progress. 

Many large, fine brick stores and residences have 
sprung up like magic, while a second bridge, for the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad, will soon span the river. 
A court-house has been built of stone at a cost of 

» 

about one hundred thousand dollars, and the popula-
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tion to-day seems to be not less than ten thousand 
souls, and is rapidly increasing, while Dallas County, 
with its springs of pure, clear water, rich and produc
tive lands, is gaining population and Avealth daily. 

As the city of Dallas is about the centre of one of 
the finest wheat, cotton and corn groAving counties of 
Texas, of which about one-third is timber and two-
thirds prairie land, capable of producing a bale of 
cotton, or from twenty-fiA^e to thirty bushels of wheat, 
or from thirty-five to fifty bushels of corn, or from 
forty to sixty bushels of oats to the acre ; as it is soon 
to have two more railroads, one to intersect the Great 
Northern at Palestine, and the other the Trans-con
tinental in Tarrant County, and the Denver City Rail-
road in Clay County, it bids fair to be one of the 
largest inland cities in the State of Texas. 

The old streets of Dallas are broad and at right 
angles; their names, such as Latimer, Burford, Record, 
Cochran, Ochiltree, Bryan, McCoy, etc., call up in the 
minds of old Texans many pleasing reminiscences of 
past and by-gone days. 

Latimer Street was named in honor of the late J. W. 
Latimer, who, in 1849, founded The Dallas Herald, 

and edited it with distinguished ability until the day 
of his death in 1859. Mr. Latimer was a fine Avritei-, 
and through the columns of The Herald, like a vigilant 
sentinel from the watchtower of liberty, sounded the 
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alarm at the stealthy approach of the enemies of free
dom and progress. In the prime of his life and use
fulness, at the early age of about thirty-three, re
gretted by all who knew him, he passed away, leaving 
to his partner, Mr. J. W. SAvindells, the control of 
T'he Herald, under whose management it has, from a 
weekly, become one of the leading and most useful 
daily journals in the state. 

Record Street was named after the late J. K. P. 
Record, and Burford Street after the Hon. Nat. M. 
Burford, who still defies the destroying effects of 
time, and makes glad the hearts of his friends by his 
genial smile and great magnanimity. 

Judge Burford has been called " Magnanimous 
Nat," from the folloAving incident: 

Several years ago Mr. George Laws, himself and 
Jim Record (as the late Senator J. K. P. Record was 
familiarly called by his friends) went fishing, carrying 
with them a few bottles wherewith to enliven their 
day's sport and as an antidote for snake-bites. 

Now it so happened, from a rise in the river, not 
catching any fish, drinking too much whiskey, or some 
other cause, that these gentlemen found themselves in 
their flatboat without poles or oars, gliding down the 
turbid waters of the Trinity River, when Record ap
pealed to his friend, and said : 

" Great God, Nat., what will become of us ? We 
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Avill be carried away, and lost in the Gulf of Mex

ico!" 
Whereupon magnanimous Nat arose, and assuring 

his friends of his ability to saÂ e them, took up the 
log-chain attached to the end of the flatboat, and put-

imt ting it around his neck, fastened the hook into one of 
ii*r the links of the heavy chain, and plunging into the 

swollen stream essayed to swim ashore and carry the 
[,|f boat and his friends to safety. 

After one lusty stroke as a swimmer he went under, 
when Record and Laws seized the chain, and pulling 
him up from under the water thus saved his life, and 

* soon after, by catching the limbs of overhanging trees, 
got the boat to bank, and returned to Dallas, wetter 
and more fatigued, if not as sober as when they sallied 
forth in the morning on their famous excursion. 

Another true story of Judge Burford is as follows: 
One night, at Lancaster, GeorgetoAvn, or some other 

place, in consequence of the crowded condition of the 
hotel where he had stopped, he was placed in the 
same bed with an Irishman, whereupon he pleasantly 
remarked: 

" Well, Pat, I reckon you'd have lived a long time 
in old Ireland before you'd have slept with a judge." 

" Yes, yer honor," rejoined Pat, " but the likes of 

ye might have lived longer in ould Ireland before yes 

become a judge." 
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Nightcaps followed this rejoinder, and Judge Bur
ford tucked the drapery of his couch on one side of 
him, and with Pat Maloney on the other, laid down 
to pleasant dreams, which the great, wise, and most 
merciful God always sends to the pure hearted and 
magnanimous. 

In Dallas I heard the following laughable story: 

Billy Harlan, a noted character, Avas indicted a good 
many years ago for stealing a pair of hames, was 
tried, convicted and sentenced to receive thirty-nine 
lashes, without a scintilla of testimony being intro
duced to sustain the charge. 

Tom Jones, one of the jurors, being asked how, 
under his oath, he could bring in a verdict of guilty 
upon the evidence adduced, answered : 

" Why, didn't he steal old Mrs. Lovejoy's apple 
dumplings out of the pot while it was boiling; he 
ought to haÂ e a thousand lashes instead of thirty-
nine. 

The next morning, on the opening of court, Billy's 
attorney made an application for a new trial, on 
account of the absence of any testimony to Avarrant 
the finding of the jury. Immediately after the ad
journment of court on the previous evening, the sheriff 
took Billy out, made him fast to a tree, and In genuine 
fi-ontler style administered the sentence of the court. 

When Eilly Avas informed of the application for a 
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new trial, he ran into the court-house, inteiTupted his 
lawyer, G. A. Everts, by pulling his coat-tail, and 
saying, " Stop that, they have already Avhipped me." 

The attorney withdrew his motion for a new trial, 
but the court, Hon. Nat. M. Burford presiding, satis
fied that there was no testimony to warrant the ver
dict, against Billy's desire, granted a new trial; but 
before his rearrest, Billy, not wishing to be rewhipped, 
broke out of the court-house and fled to parts un
known. 

If, in the course of his promiscuous reading, these 
few lines should ever fall under his observation, it 
may be well for Billy Harlan to remember that the 
record in his memorable case is still in a state of pre
servation. 

HEMPSTEAD, 

The county-seat of Waller County, is at the junction 
of the western branch of the Houston and Texas 
Central Railroad, wdth the main trunk, about fifty 
miles above Houston, and not more than three or 
four miles from the Brazos River. I t is pleasantly 
located on sandy soil in the prairie, surrounded by, 
the timbered lands of Clear Creek and the Brazos. 

By the Legislature of 1873, Waller County was 
created out of Austin and Grimes Counties, and Hemp
stead made a court-house toAvn. This had often been 
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attempted before, but had as often been defeated by 
the citizens of Austin County living west of the Bra
zos. Hempstead has about 1,000 or 1,500 inhabitants, 
is rapidly improving, and is sustained by a rich and 
productive surrounding countiy, abounding in all 
kinds of game and fish. 

I have passed some the most pleasant moments of 
my life in and around this town, and will relate a 
little incident which occurred there but a few weeks 
ago: 

Meeting with my old friends. Judge W. S. Day, 
Major J. B. McCown, and others, we were indulging 
in pleasing reminiscences of the past, when we were in
terrupted in our enjoyment by two drunken men, one 
of whom, as he sat down by my side, repeated the fol
lowing lines of the poet: 

" O^ ever thus from childhood's hour 
I've seen my fondest hopes decay, 
I never loved a tree or flower 
But "vvhat 'twas sure to fade away I " 

Somewhat annoyed by the intruder, I slapped him 
on the shoulder, and, intending to be severely ironical, 
thus addressed him: 

" Sir, nature intended you for a great poet! Had 
you not gone back on nature, the immortal Homer, 
Shakspeare, Milton, Pope, Byron, Burns, Scott, and 
all the poetic stars of ancient and modern times, would 
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have paled into insignificance before your brilliant 
genius, as the smaller luminaries do before the sun." 

At this remark the person addressed hung his head, 
while his drunken companion thus addressed me: 

" Lookee here, stranger, you're mistaken about Bill. 
Nature intended Bill for a damn fool, and he haint 
gone back on nature, nary inch ! He fills the bill to a 
fraction." 

Amid the smiles of the party our little social re
union broke up, and we left Bill and his companion 
alone in their glory. 

In its earlier days, Hempstead was a great place for 
pistols and bowie-knives. I have seen dead men there, 
but will only relate two incidents which come to my 
recollection from local association: 

A. B., the editor of a newspaper, assailed, in a very 
bitter editorial, Mr. C. D. 

C. D. took no notice of the editorial, and Mr. A. B. 
challenged him. 

C. D. paid no attention to the challenge, where
upon A. B. took a stand on the street, and as C. D. 
came along, bounced him and commenced fighting. 
C. D., who was a large, powerful man, received three 
or four blows before he became angiy, then exclaim
ing, "Why, great God, man, you are fighting," and in 
an instant knocked the editor down, and beat him 
until he cried " enough!" 
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The next morning an editorial appeared in Mr. A. 
B.'s Journal, stating that the difficulty between the 
editor and C. D. had been satisfactorily settled. 

On another occasion J. Brown remarked, under the 
excitement of the moment, to Mr. Smith, that he could 
knock a half-dozen of Smith's teeth down his throat 
at one lick. 

Smith, being rather a small man, quietly retired, but 
suddenly returned with his double-barrel shot-gun 
presented, and exclaimed: 

" You are my meat! " 
Whereupon Brown, seeing murder in Smith's eyes, 

and his own death imminent, smilingly and eloquently 
rejoined: 

" Smith, my dear friend, hold on ! We have often 
drank together, but if you shoot and kill me, we can 
never drink together again, and you will have to be 
tried for murder ! You know how the lawyers talk 
about hanging and the penitentiary on a murder trial! 
Look here, old fel! Let's go take another drink and 
quit this foolishness ! " 

The appeal Avas irresistible, and Messrs. Smith and 
Brown again imbibed, after which all animosity be
tAveen them was buried in oblivion, and the two were 
as one. 

Twenty-five miles north of Hempstead is Planters
ville, a very lovely little village of a fCAV hundred in-
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habitants. Several years ago, two men from Indiana 
came to Texas, with a wagon-load of bells, and after 
selling them, together Avith theii- wagon and team, 
started home on foot from the interior of Texas, by 

y way of Plantersville and Houston. 
'ii Having heard many stories of robbery and murder 

in Texas, and having all their wealth, consisting of six 
or seven hundred dollars in silver, on their persons, 
the hoosiers were wide-awake, and on the lookout for 
attacks from whatever source they might come. 

Now it so happened that as they were walking 
quietly along the public road near Plantersville, three 
gentlemen, Messrs. Ike Baker, Jim Pinkston, and Joe 
Bates, were out hunting, one of whom, Mr. Bates, com
ing out of the woods into the road with his gun in his 
hands, and meeting the hoosiers, rather surprised 
them; but after mutual questions and answers, the 
bell men went on their way, and Joe Bates wishing to 
know the whereabouts of Ike Baker and Jim Pink
ston, sounded his horn, which was answered by those 
of Baker and Pinkston in front of the travellers, who, 
as they advanced, supposing themselves surrounded 
by robbers and about to be attacked, killed and robbed 
of their money, drew their pistols and commenced 
their defence by firing at Baker and Pinkston from 
behind trees. 

Mr. Ike Baker and Jim Pinkston received the fire 
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of the bell-men, and not liking the liberty taken by 
the strangers Avith their Avardrobes, returned the fire, 
and seven buckshot floored one hoosier, while five more 
perforated the body of the other. 

As Baker and Pinkston went up to their assailants, 
they threw before them their silver and exclaimed: 
" Take our money, but spare our lives ! " 

After learning the mistake of the bell-men, the 
hunters Avent for a doctor and a wagon to take the 
wounded men to shelter and medical attendance. But 
when the hunters returned, the bell-men had fled, still 
believing them to be robbers. 

Bloodhounds were put on the track of the bell-men, 
and after a chase of two or three miles they were 
caught, their wounds dressed, and they were carried 
to Mr. Baker's residence and kindly cared for until 
their wounds were well. 

The money was found on the ground where it was 
thrown, and returned to its owners. 

After the unforttmate hoosiers got well, Mr. Baker 
sent them in his carriage to Montgomery, whence they 
took stage for Houston. 

Several years afterwards, Ike Baker met one of the 
unfortunates in the theatre at Galveston, and after a 
friendly greeting, he said: " I never related the affair 
in Indiana, and for God's sake don't let the story get, 
out on us ! " 
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A railroad is contemplated to connect Hempstead, 
Huntsville, Montgomery and Plantersville ; it would 
run through a beautiful, well watered and finely tim
bered section of country. The lumber alone from the 
immense forest of pine through which the road w^ould 
run, together with the cotton, would surely pay the 
expense of running it, and add greatly to the develop
ment of one of the most sparsely settled but very 
desirable portions of the State. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Georgetown.—^Williamson County.—Sam Houston.—Salado.—Sterling 

Robertson.—Waco and surrounding country.—Limestone and Free

stone Counties.—Ti-inity College, Faii-field, Groesbeck, Sister Jane, Joe 

McDonald, Anderson, Smith, Rains, and Hunt Counties.—Palestine, 

Tyler, Dr. Jowers, Hardin Hart, etc. 

r^ EORGETOWN, the county seat of Williamson 
^-^ county, was named in honor of George W. Glass
cock, a native of Kentucky, who was a partner in 
business of the late Abraham Lincoln, and one of the 
famous storming party which captured San Antonio, 
December 10, 1835. He died in Travis county, Feb
ruary 28, 1868, full of years and honors, leaving sev
eral sons and daughters, among them the prosperous 
and very responsible laAV}''er and land-agent, George 
W. Glasscock of Austin. 

GeorgetoAvn is pleasantly situated on the South San 
Gabriel, tw^enty-five miles north of Austin, about the 
centre of Williamson county (named after Judge Wil
liamson, alias threedegged Willie), through which 
Indian creek and elcA'cn other lovely streams—named 
Salado, Donohoe, Dyers, Williamson, Mustang, Willis, 
Opossum, Battleground, Brushy, North, South, and 



« • 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 529 

Main San Gabriel—flow, and is surrounded by most 
beautiful, rich and productive lands. 

It was laid off and settled in 1848, and the first 
district court was held in the open air over a pile of 
logs. 

Here Jones Rivers came to practise law, and died 
with as little regret as he could have died a7iywlie7'e else, 

so he said when dying; here also may be seen to this 
day, the grave of Phil Claiborne which Col. Rivers 
caused to be dug in anticipation that the Lord would 
answer his prayer on a certain occasion and take Phil 
to himself, while in repentance, peradventure Philip 
might backslide and be irrevocably lost. 

Here also reside the eldest son and daughter of the 
hero of San Jacinto, Mrs. Nannie MOITOW, and young 
Sam Houston, one of the bravest boys who fought to 
sustain the lost cause, and who Avas shot down on the 
battlefield of Shiloh, and so terribly wounded that the 
surgeon who first examined him pronounced his case 
hopeless, and advised poor Sam to talk quick and fast 

to God, as his hour had come when his soul must wing 
its way to the mansions of everlasting life and eternal 
felicity, or go down the easy descent to the dark and 
gloomy regions where dwell those poor, erring, sinful 
mortals who hate "the pure, the beautiful, and the 
good," and "love darkness rather than light." 

He says he felt mighty bad when the surgeon told 
23 
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him his wounds were mortal, and left him; but still 
he hoped to get well, and live, and enjoy himself, and 
luxmdate in the bright smiles and inestimable love of 
some fair Texan maid. 

While thus hoping and helplessly lying, with his 
bones broken and his life's blood oozing gently from 
his wounds, the minister, sent to him by the surgeon, 
came to his side, and bending down upon his knees, 
commenced an appeal to the throne of Grace on behalf 
of Sam's immortal soul, which Sam interrupted with 
these words: 

"My friend, if you will stop talking to God, and 
will stanch my blood, and dress my wounds, I think 
I will get well." 

The pious man stopped praying, and asked: 

" Young man, what is your name ? " 
" My name," said the wounded boy, " is Sam Hous

ton." 
" Are you related to Gen. Sam Houston of Texas ?" 

asked the minister. 
" I have been taught since infancy to look upon 

him as my father," rejoined young Sam. 
" Well, gracious goodness a l ive!" exclaimed the 

preacher, " I know your father well! he is my friend ! 
and, God permitting, you shall not die ! " 

Whereupon he had poor Sam carried upon a litter 
to his house, and kindly attended on him until his 
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bones had knitted together and his wounds were 
healed, when the youthful hero bid farewell to his 
preserver, and again joined that brave and noble-
hearted army of Southern patriots Avho contended so 
long and so gallantly against the inexhaustible re
sources and overwhelming numbers of the enemy— 
but, alas! in vain. 

I love a brave man on any part of the ground, and 
no one can see and talk with Sam Houston without 
recognizing the Adrtue of bravery united with a culti
vated mind, a fine person, and most agreeable manners. 

GeorgetoAvn is a very healthy and delightful place 

I|[ to live in, and no better locality could have been 
selected for the Texas Methodist University, which 
is an honor to as well as the pride of the citizens of 

I Georgetown, Avho donated for its establishment $175,-

ij|f' 000. This University at present contains accommo
dations for 300 students, and is in a fiourishing con-

North of Georgetown, about half-way between 
1 gl Austin and Waco, is the fair and thriving town of 

SALADO, noted for its fine schools and beautiful spring. 
Here settled, in 1853, that sterling old Texan, ster

ling soldier and sterling gentleman. Col. Ste7hi7ig 

Robertson, son of the old empresario. Sterling C. 
Robertson, whose colony embraced all the territory 
north of the Camino del Rey, from San Antonio to 

.iniftlt!! 
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Nacogdoches, included between the Navasota and Col
orado rivers, Avhere said Camino del Rey, or King's 

hightvay, crosses them. I t embraced many counties 
east and west of the Brazos, but that part west of 
the Brazos, including the counties of Williamson, Bell, 
Milam, Burnett, Lampasas, Bosque, Coryell, Hamil
ton, Erath, Hood, Comanche, Brown, Eastland, etc., 
at the first Congress of the Republic was re-christen
ed, re-baptized and re-named Milam Cou7ity—before 
that time it had been called the municipality of Vies

ca. The name of the town, as well as of the munici
pality, was thus changed. 

This territory is rich, productive and settling up 
very fast. Within six miles of Salado there are six 
grist mills run by water-power. In 1859, there was 
but one family in Salado; now there are 250. Nine 
miles north of Salado is the county seat, Belton, 
which has a fine court-house, jail, a bank, two w^hole-
sale and fifteen retail stores, with a thrifty popula
tion of several hundred persons. 

To the w êst of Bell are the counties of Lampasas 
and San Saba, famous for their beautiful streams of 
mineral waters, whose health-giving qualities draw 
thousands of visitors yearly. The Lampasas springs 
are becoming quite a fashionable w^atering-place. 

The city of Waco, formerly Waco village, and the 
home of the Waco Indians, is beautifully located on 
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the Brazos river, about 100 miles north of Austin, and 
about the same distance south of Dallas, containing 
about six or eight thousand inhabitants, and rapidly 
increasing in houses, wealth, and population. 

The countiy round about Waco is one of the richest 
and most attractive in the Avorld, producing excellent 

'4 qualities of wheat, corn, cotton, rye, barley, and all 
other productions of the climate. 

A few miles above the city, the Brazos de Dios 
(the arms of God) affectionately embraces the clear 
and beautiful Bosque; and a few miles below ,̂ lovingly 
takes to its bosom the less beautiful Indian-named 
stream, the Tehuacana; and between these two 
branches, about a mile apart, run directly to it, 
through the city, while several lovely fountains of 
water run on its southern bank, with which the 
amiable Wacoes are wont to water their whiskey, and 
wash their linen. 

Capt. S. P. Ross and T. H. Barron, in 1849, built the 
first houses in Waco, and the first sale of city lots took 
place in the spring of 1850, soon after which time it 
was made the county seat of McLennan county, and 
flourished so finely that, in 1856, the first Democratic 
State Convention ever called in Texas—which nomi
nated H. R. Runnels, who beat Gen. Houston for gov
ernor—was held in Waco. 

The population is composed almost entirely of 

••^^fS 
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adventurous persons Avho emigrated from the older 
States of the Union, and their children born AAdthin the 
last twenty years, and is excelled in intelligence, indus
try, enterprise, refinement, and morality, by that of no 
city of equal size in the State. 

The Wacoes have a railroad tapping the H. &, T. C, 
at Bremond; they have a magnificent suspension 
bridge across the Brazos; a university; a female col
lege; several fine schools, and a very goodly number 
of churches, wherein their true believers congregate 
for worship, and their "fair women and brave men" 
often meet and sing, laugh and talk—and with 

" Soft eyes look love to eyes which speak again." 

In these same churches— 

" In life's morning march, when my bosom was young," 

I have luxuriated "with rapture-smitten frame" in 

" the smiles from partial beauty won," 

and passed many delightful moments in Waco; 

" But now Memory looks o'er the sad review 
Of joys that faded like the morning dew," 

A family named Beck formerly lived in Waco, of 

which I have heard the folioAving story; but— 

" I say the tale as 'twas told to me." 
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" Theodore Beck, like many other persons born and 
reared in New England, at early manhood came to 
Texas, went to work, and made a fortune. 

" But having made his fortune, Theodore sighed once 
more to look upon his native hills, and to behold 
again the familiar faces of beloved but long unseen 
relatives and friends. 

" Theodore went back to New England; his pious 
friends inquired and listened, while Theodore told his 
marvellous adventures and thrilling stories of blood 
and murder in our western wilds. 

"Finally, his uncle William, a venerable old Puritan, 
looked Theodore full in the face, and said : 

" ' I hope, Theodore, it has never been your misfor
tune to kill a fellow-man.' 

" ' Well, uncle William,' said Theodore,' I am sorry 
to say that it has ! ' 

" The venerable old gentleman heaved a sigh, and re
joined : ' Well, Theodore, I hope to God you did it in 
self-defence, and that your conscience is easy about i t ! 
But pray, tell me how you happened to do it.' 

" ' Well, uncle,' answered Theodore, ' I Avill tell you 
all about it. Tom Jones was the best friend I ever 
had. He was brave, generous and noble-hearted. We 
had run together for years, and had fought Indians 
side by side many times. Now, on one occasion, 
while we were on the frontier, hunting Indians, our 
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provisions gave out, and we had nothing to eat for 
two or three days, when one of the party brought in
to camp a fine fat venison, which we all cut up and 
commenced broiling, with our ramrods on the fire. 
Now, it so happened that the wind changed while we 
were cooking our meat, and Jones, in order to keep 
the smoke out of his eyes, jumped across the fire and 
knocked my piece of meat into the ashes. My six-
shooter was by my side, and in a moment I drew it, 
fired, and poor Tom fell, shot through the head !' 

" His uncle William exclaimed:' Why, gracious good
ness, Theodore, I hope you didn't shoot him just for 
knocking your meat into the ashes !' 

" ' Yes I did, uncle William,' said Theodore; ' and 
I'd shoot anybody for such a thing ! But poor Tom 
died mighty hard. I shot him an inch or so too low, 
and all I regretted about it was, that I didn't shoot 
him in the right place, for he did die poAverful 
hard. '" 

By this story, Theodore amused himself and his 
friends, but gave a very incorrect idea of our Texas 
frontiersmen, for I have often heard Latin, Greek, 
Spanish, French, and German spoken at the same 
camp fire. 

Many times I have heard very apt quotations from 
Shakspeare, Burns, Byron, Milton, Moore, and other 
immortal English bards, while no people on the face 
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of the earth are more hospitable, kind and generous 
than the old Texans. 

The old followers of Jack Hays, Tom Green, Mike 
Chevalier, Henry and Ben McCulloch, Gotch Harde
man, Alf Thurmond, John Torrey, George Neal, 
George Barnard, Bob Neighbours, Geo. Frath, John 
Tom, Sam Walker, Ad Gillespie, John Henry Brown, 
and many others, whose names are written on the 
brightest pages of Texas history, would laugh at this 
story of Mr. Beck as a good joke. 

In one of the finest and most substantial private resi
dences in Waco, containing a billiard table for the 
amusement of his guests, resides a famous sport by 
the name of Telephus Johnson, who (in ante belluTn 

days, when our sable-colored felloAV-citizens and legis
lators were bought, sold, and bet on horse-races) 
planked up two thousand dollars and his favorite boy 
Jake against the same amount and a negro boy OAvned 
by his competitor. Bob Porter. 

Telephus bribed Porter's rider to hold back Porter's 
horse and let his come out ahead, while Porter paid 
two hundred dollars for the same purpose to the rider 
of Telephus. 

Telephus was beaten, and went home carrying Jake, 
whom he solemnly promised to return back to his mas
ter as soon as he arrived home, Avhich he failed to do. 

He wrote, hoAvever, to Porter, that Jake was very 
23* 
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sick, and wrote again soon after that he was dead, en
closing a doctor's bill and funeral expenses, and cob 
lected a thousand dollars for the same, Avhile Jake 
was at work sound and hearty. 

This is the same person who, just after the "break 
up," bet the Federal officer who was collecting rebel 
property, twenty dollars that he could prove by negro 
testimony that the spurs worn by the officer were not 
the officer's, but the property of himself. 

Calling up Jake, he inquired of him: 

" Whose spurs are those ? " 
After examining them closely, never having seen 

them before in his life, Jake responded: 

"Dey a r your spurs, master; I seed you buy um 
from Mr. House, in Houston." 

The officer pulled off the spurs, handed them to 
Telephus Avith the twenty dollars, and departed; 
giving up all further claim to about fifty mules then 
in his possession, which the officer claimed and could 
fully prove, by negro testimony, was the property of 
the United States as victors over the Confederate 
States. 

The section of country embracing Limestone and 
Freestone counties is finely watered by the Navasota, 
Trinity, Tehuacana, Richland, Keechi, Caney, Steele, 
Christmas, and other beautiful streams. It is one of 
the finest agricultural portions of the State, and being 
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mostly settled by Georgians, Alabamians, Tennesseans 
and Floridans, contains a population of intelligent, 
moral and industrious yeomanry, among whom the 
immigrant seeking a home in Texas can find good 
neighbors and fine society. 

The soil is a sandy loam, exceedingly rich and pro
ductive, covered alternately by the meadowy grass 
of the prairie and forest trees, among which the post 
oak predominates. 

Groesbeck, the county seat of Limestone county, 
named in honor of Mr. A. Groesbeck, Adce-president 
of the Houston and Texas Central Railway Company, 
is on the Central Railway, half way between Kosse 
and Mexia. 

Groesbeck contains a few hundred inhabitants, but 
Avill, in time, doubtless contain a few thousand. 

Fairfield was laid off in 1851, when Freestone 
county was severed from Limestone, and organized; 
it contains about 800 inhabitants, is a beautiful, 
healthy little town, and may justly feel proud of its 
excellent female college, where the fair daughters of 
Texas seize and use the golden moments as they fly 
by and join the irrevocable past, in the improvement 
of their minds and manners, as well as in the acquisi
tion of learning and those gentle, winning, witching 
ways which please, fascinate and enslave the hearts 
of men. 
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In this section is also located Trinity College, one 
of the best in the State, wherein the Cumberland 
Presbyterians educate their children and teach them 
the lovely precepts of Divine revelation, the folly of 
sin, the wisdom of virtue, and the sublime principle 
of faith. 

And here, for the edification of the reader, I Avill 
relate the story of Sister Jane and the enthusiastic 
young preacher. 

" Sister Jane was a very pious, good Christian, who, 
one day, while discussing the idea of faith with the 
preacher, said she had faith, and sometimes she felt 
as if she could fly. 

" The preacher asserted that if she had faith and be
lieved she could fly—that without a doubt she could 

fiy / and insisted on Sister Jane's making the trial of 
her faith. 

" Sister Jane consented—a table was placed out in 
the yard. Sister Jane mounted the table, clapped her 
hands and jumped off, striking the air with her arras 
as a bird in flight does with its wings. 

" Sister Jane came to the ground with greater speed 
than grace, when the enthusiastic minister, while aid
ing her to rise, said to her: 

" You were mistaken, sister ! You haven't faith; if 
you had, you could have flown through the air as a 
dove.' 
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%^ "Sister Jane answered: ' I have faith,brother, and 
. I still believe I can fly, but I didn't get the right 

h flop.'" 

The early settlers of Limestone county, who built 
their houses in the wilderness and although often 
troubled by the Indians, converted it into green fields 

i ] and happy homes, were truly men of faith ! 
Indeed, if success is any evidence of merit, and get

ting the right flop leads on to fortune, it may be 
said of the pioneer settlers of this magnificent farm
ing country, " They got the right flop ! " 

They not only converted a wilderness into green 

fields and happy homes, but they built school-houses, 
colleges and churches. Nor did they stop here, but, 
led by an abidi7ig faith in God, who had so long de
fended them against the tomahawk of the cruel, blood
thirsty savages, they joined hands and hearts, formed 
bands more numerous than that of Gideon, and made 
the wilderness resound wdth the songs and shouts of 
their glorious, old time-honored camp meeti7igs. 

I have attended camp meetings and listened with 
delight to songs similar to the followdng: 

" I want to go, I want to go, 
I want to go there too; 

Where solid joy fills the soul, 
I want to go there too !" 

Once on a time a very amiable old Texan named 
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Joe McDonald, after getting on the outside of as 
much whiskey as he could conveniently carry, went 
to one of these camp meetings with a bottle in his 
pocket. 

The minister gave out a hymn, which was sung by 
the congregation and followed by prayer, during which 
Joe, while on his knees, imbibed from his bottle, 
w^hich so affected him that when the congregation, 
after prayer, again commenced singing, Joe arose 
from his seat, and after exclaiming : " Brethren, stop 
that song ! it would freeze h—1 over a foot thick in a 
minute and a quarter ; let me sing ! " He sang in a 
loud musical voice, solo, the folloAving beautiful lines 
of the poet: 

" Oft in the stilly night. 
Ere slumber's chain hath bound me, 
Fond memory brings the light 
Of other days aroimd me." 

The effect of his song may be more easily im
agined than described. Joe was taken out from the 
congregation of the faithful—some laughing and 
others smiling, while the rigidly righteous frowned 
their rebuke and indignation in angry looks at poor 
Joe's ungodly condition and impious conduct. 

At one of these camp meetings, on Mill creek, 
Guadalupe county, in Western Texas, where stock-
raising is followed as a business, and the branding of 
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animals by the owner is required by law, and they 
gather them in pens, brand and turn them out again. 
Gen. Henry McCulloch was converted to a knowl
edge of the Lord, and becoming enthused in the 
cause of his new Master, he appealed to his old sol
diers who had followed him in his numerous battles 
with Indians and Mexicans, to lay aside their love for 
the vain and empty pleasures of this Avicked world, 
and follow him in his new expedition, the grand ob
ject of which was to avoid the pains and penalties of 
hell and damnation, and, after a safe passage of the 
river Jordan and victorious assault upon the fortifi
cations of Zion, was to end in everlasting life and 
eternal happiness. 

The general's appeal took like wildfire, and in a 
moment or two the little sanctuary was filled, and the 
preacher exhorted the new converts to stand back 
and not crowd in so fast. 

This exhortation of the preacher was followed by 
the loud command of one of the newly converted cow
boys : " Brand 'em and turn 'em out." 

Soon after this occurrence there was a lull of al
most a perfect calm, which was ended by three loud 
resounding yells from a shouting sister, when one of 
the cow-boys inquired of his chum : 

" Say, Jim-, tvhat you reckon the sister is holleinn 

for?" 
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" Don't know. Jack," answered the other, "thout the 
sister's on her transit, got to Jordan, and is a hol-
lerin for the ferryman to come and cross her ov^r the 
river." 

On another occasion a famous old Texan, Jack 
Cryer, of Colorado, at the earnest entreaties of con
verted friends, manfully walked up to the altar and 
anchored himself on the anxious seat, to be prayed 
for. 

The prayers of the faithful were answ^ered, and 
Jack was brought to a knowledge of the Lord, and 
became a member of the church. 

Two or three days afterwards, a young lady, after 
conversion, fell into a trance; a doctor and two or 
three preachers, after examination, expressed the 
opinion that the patient was not dangerously sick, and 
would be all right in a fcAV hours, AÂhen Mr. Cryer 
took the hand of the young lady in his, and finding 

no pulse, solemnly exclaimed: " I'll be d d if she 
don't seem to me might'ly like she's dead! " 

Jack Ciyer's faith Avas simon pure, and no doubt 
the recording angel, after entering this oath of Jack's, 
let fall a tear on the record and blotted It out, for it 
was uttered u7ibeknownest to himself, and owing alone 
to his deplorable habit of profane swearing. 

East of Freestone is Anderson county, through the 
fertile valley > of which flow the Trinity and Nachez 
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rivers. Palestine, the county seat, Avas laid off in 1846, 
and is a pleasant, healthy, and thriving town of about 
2,500 or 3,000 inhabitants. Here resides Hon. John 
H. Reagan, his partner CoL Thos. B. Greenwood, 
Gen. T. J. Word, Col. A. T. Rainey, and that distin
guished gentlemen. Dr. W. G. W. Jowers, who was 
one of the number who once suffered in a little game 
of cards, in consequence of the Hon. Hardin Hart's 
conscientious scruples about gambling on Sunday, as 
Avill appear from the following reminiscence: 

Many years ago, in Austin, at a little outhouse 
belonging to Captain James SAvIsher, near the Treas
ury building, Forbes Britton, Doctor Jowers, Gen. 
Tarrant, and the learned Justice Hardin, engaged in 
a game known among sportsmen as poker. Now, it 
so happened that it was Saturday night, and that 
Hardin vvas lucky, and when the clock struck tAvelve, 
having won from the party about five hundred dollars, 
he arose from the table from which he had raked and 
pocketed his winnings, aud pointing to the clock, 
Avith pious solemnity covering his venerable counte
nance, said: "Gentlemen, you see it's now tAvelve 
o'clock; ef we play eny longer Ave'll be violatin' the 
Sabbath ! My conscience checks me, an' I won't play 
another cu/rd to-night! " 

With this classic remark, according to Forbes Brit-

ton's account of it, Hardin j-umped the game ! 



546 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

Nearly north of Palestine, about fifty miles, is the 
fair city of Tyler, county seat of the finely timbered 
and productive county of Smith, named in honor of 
the immortal Deaf Smith, or some other member of 
that illustrious family. 

A branch of the District Court of the United States 
is held at Tyler, but in a little rented building, the 
Government not haAdng either the money or the in
clination to erect a court-house in Texas. 

The Supreme Court of the State is also held in 
Tyler, which, as it is surrounded by a very healthy 
and finely watered country, producing the most de
lightful apples, peaches, pears, and grapes, bids fair 
to flourish and advance from its present population of 
three thousand to ten or twenty thousand inhabitants 
in a very short time. 

Rains and Hunt counties, watered by the Sabine 
and its tributaries, which extend even to Collin county, 
are also rich, fertile, and productive, as well as settling 
up rapidly. 

It was in the flourishing town of McKinney, which 
was named in honor of Collin McKinney, as was CoL 
lin county, the richest in the State also, that in 1868 
I first beheld Judge Hardin Hart on the bench. 

I did try, as follows, to describe Hardin as he ap
peared when I entered the temple of justice, with his 
drawers hanging at least two inches beloAv his pants, 
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%^\ oyer a pair of rough brogans, showing his skin to the 
ytimkfq observer, and his shirt, none of the whitest, exposed 
lUoioid betw^een his vest and pants for about three inches. 

His honor wore a blue coat (said to have been won 
from a Federal soldier), not after the style of " old 

k^ \ Father Grimes," which was long-tailed, but more after 
that of Bones, the dancing negro in the Olympic. 

J or k \ After sitting erect for a fCAV moments Hardin rested 
i his elbows on the plank which served him as a desk, 

slsoliell: and then rested his head upon his hands, occasionally 
veiyUy running one of his fists as far into his mouth as he 
lie mkX could get it.—" Them is my idees of what the law ar," 

he said, when enunciating a decision. 

The judge was reported to have bought a new 
shirt and paper collar lately at Bonham, but I am 
informed that the rumor is false—he having on the 
same one he AA'ore at Sherman a few weeks ago. 

Ijjjjjitf̂ , He walked into a crowd of lawyers and citizens 
ĵjjfdfî  the other day, and hearing one say : " Well, President 

j Johnson wdll be deposed, that is certain," Judge Hart 
nnevA- remarked with a joyous countenance: "Yes, and I 

j j i reckon his fall will be as great as that of Michael 
i,'i;„f tvvs!" One of the gentlemen asked him: " W h a t 

, about Michael ? How and where did Michael fall 
end 

I jĵ  1 fi'oni ? " " Why, don't you know," said Judge Hart, 
.,i|j, I " that the angel Michael AVUS flung clean over the 

battlements of heaven? " " I don't know it, judge; 

'', l)i li 
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where do you get your information from ? " " Why, 
from the Bible, to be sure! " 

In an action of debt the other day, on a question 
involving the statute of limitations, Hardin, in decid
ing the point at issue, said: " Gen. Maxey, you ' stood 
pa t ' on your note. Sam Roberts ' saw' you, for the 
widow and children, on the plea of intervention; but 
Capt. Brown ' has seed' you both, and ' raised' you 
on the statute of limitations, and as the case now 
stands, Capt. Brown is entitled to the pot, and it is 
so decided. Mr. Sheriff, adjourn court until to-mor
row mornin'." 

In another case Col. Sam Roberts declined to amend 
after exceptions to his pleadings had been sustained, 
but afterwards, Avhen going to trial, asked leave to 
amend, when Judge Hart said : 

" CoL Roberts, you stood pat! you can't drd,w now! 
you must play your hand for what it's worth." 

From these decisions it would appear that in addi
tion to the legal learning which Judge Hart has 
acquired by the lucubrationes viginti an7i07'um, he 

. has also acquired some knovAdedge of card playing. 

Had Cervantes known his Honor, Sancho Panza, 
the Governor of the Island of Barataria, would have 
been a richer character than he is. 

While Hardin was in Austin as a legislator, he was 
standing one morning before SAvisher's hotel on the 
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edge of the ditch, and by his attitude, which was that 
of a man just about to jump, drew the attention of 
Jones Rivers, who stopped, and after looking at him 
for a while, yelled out: 

"Jump! damn you, jump!" 

His Honor turned on Col. Rivers, and said very in
dignantly: 

|<v. «I don't want to jump! I ain't a gwien to jump. 

'"" and I'll be d—d if you can make me jump ! " 
'"'' Whereupon Jones smiled, and in his peculiar way, 

" which caused the crowd to laugh, said: 

" Well, sir, don't get excited; I thought you were 
^^: going to let out your last link and jump your level 

• best, and was waiting to see you jump, but if you don't 
mmi .^g]j Q̂ jump, you needn't to jump, narry time ! " 

r After the inauguration of Gov. Coke, while the 
itdriifiiff' Davis administration was claiming to be the de jwre 

prtlL I government of Texas, Judge Hart sent in his resigna-
iati!"̂  tion to both Govs. Coke and Davis, remarking to his 
i^U^y friend, E. G. Bower, of Dallas: "If this ain't enough 
«M '̂K to kiver the case, I'll send 'em duplicates." 

'^ Judge Hart is kindly spoken of in his district as 
^ one of the best judges who ever served them, for it is 

said he did his best to give justice. 
On one occasion, a jury brought in a verdict con

trary to his instructions, when Hardin solemnly said: 
"Gentlemen of the jury, you are discharged! Mr d 
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Sheriff, you will summon another jury, but if you get 
another set of as blasted rascals as compose this one, 
I raise you a bean ! " 

With Judge Hart I also met in McKinney, Judge 
G. A. Everts, known familiarly over Northern Texas 
as " Old Bustamente," and always associated in my 
recollection with bull nettles and centipedes, from the 
fact that once on a time he came running into a room 
at night in Bonham, w^here I was enjoying an innocent 
game of " draw," holding his pantaloons with both 
hands, and fright and terror speaking from his whole 
aspect, and exclaimed: " Bit by a centipede ! dead in 
fifteen minutes, by G—d! " I t turned out that the 
judge had mistaken a bunch of bull nettles for a 
centipede. 



iT^-j] 

CHAPTER XXIL 

Northern Texas.—Jonesborough, Travis, and George Wright,—Kiowa 

Indians kill Hon. G, N. Martin, his Son Mat.—Gen, Leavenworth.— 

Clarksvllle, Paris, Honey Grove, Bonham, Sherman, Ennis, Denison, 

Jones Rivers, etc. 

T 3 0 W I E , Red River, Lamar, Fannin, Grayson and 
-^ Cook counties, on Red river, as well as Denton, 
Collin, Hunt and Hopkins counties, lying south of 
them, contain magnificent lands, on which, in the 
same field, grow, most luxuriantly, wheat, corn, cot
ton, potatoes, cabbage, rye, oats, barley, tobacco, and 
all other productions of the climate, while the many 
streams which flow through them abound in fish, and 
the forests in game. 

No portion of the South presents greater induce
ments to the farmer, mechanic, or professional man, 
than this, and yet, in old Red River county, where 
the town of Jonesborough,* containing two thousand 
inhabitants, once stood, now grow splendid crops of 
corn and cotton! 

Jonesborough once outnumbered Galveston, Hous-

• This 2,000 is given by Almonte, Kennedy and Yoakum, but I learned 

from the Wright brothers and Doss family who lived there, that Jonesbor

ough never contained more than 500 inhabitants. 
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ton, Jefferson and Dallas, all put together! Now, 
the site of the once flourishing and promising city— 
the metropolis of Northern Texas, where its mer
chants, traders and husbandmen most did congregate 
—is fenced in, plowed and cultivated ! 

Like many Mr. Joneses, Smiths, Johnsons, Jacksons 
and Browns, Jonesborough started out in life with 
very promising prospects of becoming famous; but 
as— 

" A flower that does with op'ning mom arise, 
And, flourishing the day, at evening dies! " 

Jonesborough put forth the tender leaves of Hope, 
bloomed, and then was nipped by a killing frost! 
Like Palmyra, Persepolis, Illium and San Filipe de 
Austin, but not like Herculanaeum nor Pompeii, 
Jonesborough tvas ! but, " as the baseless fabric of a 
vision," Jonesborough is gone ! 

" Alas, the uncertainty and insecurity of all earthly things! " 

" The stoutest vessel manned by brave hearts and 
skillful hands may founder in a hurricane, while the 
frail bark which owns no mastery in building, may 
be gently wafted into its destined harbor!" 

" Well—well, the world must turn upon its axis, 
And all mankind turn with it, heads or tails. 

And live and die, make love and pay our taxes 
And as the veering wind shifts, shift our sails." 
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In the days of the Republic of Texas, there lived 
in Red River county, two brothers named Travis G. 
and George W. Wright, the former of AÂhom served 
as a legislator of Arkansas, Avhile at the same time 
the latter served as a member of the Texas Congress. 

A-kansas still claims a portion of land west of the 
river which should be added to Bowie or Red River 
county, but at an early day the boundary line Avas 
not known, and Texans and Arkansawyers thus frater
nized. 

The Wright brothers settled on Red River about 
1816—fine specimens of the old Texan—and are, in
deed, par 7iobile fratrum, AA'hose ancestors fought 
under the immortal Washington in the glorious strug
gle which resulted in American Independence, and 
whose children lately bore aloft in battle the cross of 
St. Andrew. 

I haÂ e heard them tell of their early lives in Texas 
—hoAV, after the labor of the day and eating their 
suppers, they Avould take their blankets, go to the 
woods, and by the sides of logs enjoy that refreshing 
sleep and security Avhich their house, on account of 
the nocturnal attacks of the Indians, did not afford. 

In May, 1834, the KioAva Indians made a descent 
upon the settlements of Northern Texas on Glass's 
Creek, killed Judge Gabriel N. Martin, the brotherdn-
laAV of T. G. and G. W. Wright, and carried aAvay to 

24 
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their stronghold in the Wichita mountains his little 
son. Mat W. Martin, then eight years old. 

After burying the husband of his only sister, who 
w âs almost distracted by his death, Capt. T. G. 
Wright, with three volunteers, John Ragsdale, Thos. 
McCown, and Hardy, a negro who had lived with the 
Kiowas and spoke their language, bid good-by to 
their friends, and struck out over the boundless 
prairie to hunt the murderers of Judge Martin, rescue 
little Mat and return him to his grief-stricken 
mother. 

It was arranged that when the little party should 
find 'the camp of the Indians, Capt. Wright, with 
Ragsdale and McCown, should conceal themselves in 
a thicket, w^hile Hardy should enter alone the camp 
of his old associates, and, while pretending to rejoin 
them, find the little boy, and, Avhen opportunity 
offered, with him leave the camp of the Kiowas, seek 
the hiding place of his friends, and AAdth them and 
little Mat return as best they could to the settle-

* ments. 

For days and weeks they traversed the prairies and 
cross timbers, but before they neared the village of 
the KioAvas, these bold and death-daring frontiersmen 
most foitunately fell in with Gen. Leavenworth of 
the United States Army, who, with detachments of 
infantry and cavalry, Avas seeking these same Indians, 
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by order of the Government, to treat with them for 
the delivery of other captives then held by them. 

Capt. Wright aud his party joined the command of 
Gen. Leavenworth, and all of them being good woods
men, Avere of great service in finding lost horses and 
killing game. 

The weather was hot, the prairies all dry and 
water very scarce, while the Indians fled before and 
hung around their rear, refusing to stop even for a 
white^ flag or to hold any communication w^hatever 
with them. 

From bad water, exposure, anxiety of mind, or 
some other cause. Gen. Leavenworth sickened and 
died, when Capt. Wright and his party, with twelve 

iki£: soldiers, were detailed to carry back his body 
tortji' to Fort Washita, from whence it was afterwards 
portiiiti taken for final interment to Delhi, New York. 
îtti. As a soldier and officer Gen. Leavenworth was ad-

kisil mired for his many excellent qualities, and his un-
tki-- timely death was sincerely mourned by his whole 

command. 
iitsijl Capt. Wright and his party returned from Fort 

Washita to the little army then under command of 
the next senior officer, Capt. Dean, with which he 
and his party passed through the cross timbers, 
suffering much—often pressing the juice from wild 
grapes to quench their thirst, which not only re-

mmi 
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lleved them, but had an exhilarating effect similar to 

Avine. 

After much suffering and hardship they came to a 
country abounding in water and game, when they 
luxuriated upon roast turkey, venison and buffalo 
steaks, besides a variety of fresh-water fish, and honey 
found abundantly in the hollow trees. 

But it was some time before they found the village 
of the Kiowas: in the course of time, however, after 
scouring the country all round where the trail disap-
peared, they discovered an Indian on the prairie, 
when two select men on swift horses were ordered 
to catch him. The race was short, for when the In
dian saw his pursuers gaining on him and lost all 
hope of escape, he dismounted, and levelled his gun at 
them; whereupon they also dismounted and ad
vanced upon him without presenting their guns, but 
making signs to him not to shoot, which he did not 
do, and the two horsemen came up to him Avithout 
harm and induced him to visit their camp. 

The Kiowas had been at war with the Osage 
Indians, and when this Kiowa entered the camp of 
the white men, to his great joy and astonishment, 
his only sister (who had been captured by the Osages 
In one of their battles with the Kiowas, and had 
been ransomed or purchased by the United States, in 
order to present her as a token of friendship to her 
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tribe) ran up to him, and falling upon his neck, wept 
for joy. 

The objects of the expedition having been explained 
to this Indian, he piloted Dean's command to the place 
where the trail or path gave out on the bank of a 
creek, up that creek several hundred yards through 
the water to a plain road on the opposite bank, Avhich 
led to their village, where a treaty w âs soon concluded 
and many liberated captives ran to the open arms of 
their kindred and friends. 

Little Mat Martin again made glad the heart of a 
fond mother aud other relations and friends, wdiile 
Capt. Travis G. Wright still HÂ CS and enjoys that 
sweetest and most exquisite pleasure Avhich always 
comes home to the hearts of those who delight to 
make others happy. 

The Hon. George W. Wright often speaks of the 
six changes of governments under which he has 
lived. 

1st. Under the United States, by cession from 
France in 1803; 2d. Under Spain, by cession from the 
United States, in 1819 to 1824; 3d. Under the United 
States of Mexico, from 1824 to 1836; 4th. Under the 
Republic of Texas, from 1836 to 1846; 5th. The 
United States again, from 1846 to 1861; 6th. The 
Confederate States, from 1861 to 1865; 7th. The 
United States again, Avhich he don't count as the 7th 

-'•H^f 
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government, has not yet changed, and it is fervently 

hoped, never will! 

The Wright brothers also told me of the good old 
times of the cash-note system, payable in cows and 
calves, when every Texan's credit was good for what 
he wished to buy, unless he Avas a notorious character, 
and then how they used to SAving up these notorious 
characters to the limbs of trees. 

Page's tree, at Clarksvllle, and Bighorn Smith's, at 
Bonham, stand to this day as living witnesses to the 
swift and certain punishment meted oiit to the wrong
doer by the old Texans. No games of seven-up were 
then played by jurors in order to agree on a verdict, 
but when crime was found out its punishment fol
lowed. 

This certainty of punishment for crime prevents its 
often occurrence, and it might be well for our State 
and National legislators, in view of the great demor
alization of the times, to lay aside their sickly senti
mentality about reforming thieves, robbers, and mur
derers in penitentiaries, and by inflicting certain, full 
and speedy punishment upon them, thus make crime 
odious, perilous, and less frequent. If they AVIU not 
listen to the voice of wisdom, the aspect of terror may 
arrest their wicked resolves. 

If, as we learned from Webster's old spelling-book, 
they will not listen to kind words, nor heed harmless 
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turfs of grass, then let fly at them bone-breaking, 
death-bearing stones. 

When the gentle words of peace and love are scoffed 
at by the careless, hardened villain, then 

" Cry HAVOC, and let slip the dogs of war'''' 

on the hopeless, unrepentant wretch, and thereby 
protect society and throw over the innocent and 
defenceless the shield of terror. 

In 1846, while riding alone about dusk, on the na
tional road cut through the dense forest of the Red 
River bottom, between Pine Bluffs and where the 
Kiamitia flows into that stream, near the place where 
three men had been hung for murder or robbery, I saw 
approaching me a terrible-looking man, who, from his 
staggering, was either drunk or acting the drunkard. 

I was entirely unarmed, and the idea occurred to 
me that the individual might attempt to rob me. 

itljs;' When he approached, and after shaking me warmly 
by my right hand with his, suddenly he changed his 
grasp of my hand from his right hand to his left, and 
thrust his right hand into his bosom ! 

Blood and murder! my hair stood on end, and ele
vated my hat! Was he going to draw a pistol or 
boAvie-knif e ? Should I pop both spurs into my horse's 
side and thus try to escape, or bounce on him from the 
saddle for a death struggle ? 



Ki^a 

560 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

In a moment, which seemed a mighty long time, he 
drcAV forth his hand from his bosom, holding in it 
neither pistol nor knife, but a bottle of Dexter''s double 

rectified, and exclaimed: 
" Take a drink, stranger! take a drink! " 
Never was my surprise and astonishment so great, 

so agreeable, or so sudden! 
I have often been in danger, have seen many shells ex

plode, and have been shot at when only a few feet from 
my enemy, but I never felt half so much scared in all 
my life as I did when this highwayman, w ĥo proved to 
be an honest, good citizen, thrust his hand in his bosom. 

Paris, Bonham, Sherman, and Clarksvllle are beau
tiful and flourishing towns, — each surrounded by 
rich lands, fine farms, and a prosperous people. 

Sherman was at one time as large as Dallas, but 
the Texas Pacific, when it connected the latter Avith 
Shreveport and Texarkana, while the Transcontinental 
f.ailed to connect Sherman even with Paris, precipi
tated the growth of Dallas. 

Denison, sixteen miles north of Sherman, at the 
junction of the Central railroad with the M. K. and 
T., ships thousands of beeves to St. Louis annually, 
and has the largest flour mill in Texas.* It is but 

* In this I may be mistaken, for Mr. Joseph MulhaU, of St. Louis, the 

famous stockyard man, has recently erected a very fine flouring mill at 

the very prosperous city of Ennis, in the midst of rich and very productive 
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three miles from the Indian Territory, and daily the 
red men with their wives and pappooses throng its 
streets. 

Denison has one of the most elegant institutions 
of learning in the State, and bids fair to increase in 
wealth and importance. I t now numbers scA^eral 
thousand inhabitants, although but little more than 
two years old. 

About midway between Paris and Bonham is the 
lovely little village of Honey Grove, in the midst of 
a very rich, beautiful and productive country—here 
the hero, DaAy Crockett, stopped and rested when 
he first came to Texas, and finding bees and honey 
in the trees, named the place Honey Grove. 

The Transcontinental railroad, a branch of the 
Texas and Pacific, runs by this place. 

Soon their old mode of transportation, by horse and 
ox-Avagon, will be a thing of the past, and the old 
North Texan can smile as the locomotive carries hini 
pleasantly over iron rails his old day's journey in an 
hour. 

But never will the old Texans forget the long 
weary miles, over boggy roads and hog-Avallow prairie. 

fields of wheat, com, cotton, etc. Ennis is in EUisjQounty, east of Waxa-

hachie, the county seat; is beautifuUy located on the Houston and Texas 

Central Railroad, thirty-three miles south of DaUas, and is certam to be

come a city of considerable trade and importance. 
24* 
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to market, and how they used to ask: " Stranger, how 
far is It to town ? " and how, sometimes, the stranger 

Avould not do as Jones Rivers did, lessen, but increase 
the distance. 

Jones being asked this question, answered : " Well, 
sir, your team appears fatigued, you look very thirsty, 
and the road is bad, so I'll let you have it at twelve 
miles, but I'll be d—d if anybody else should have it 
for less than fifteen." 

CoL Rivers Avas indeed a man of infinite wit and 
humor, and I AAdll relate with what ease and pleasan
try, in his expiring moments, he " folded the drapery 
of his couch around him, and laid down to pleasant 
dreams!" 

Caesar's et tu, B7^ute! Napoleon's t4te dArmee! 

and Mr. Webster's exclamation, I still live! are 
history. 

" Socrates died like a philosopher, but Jesus Christ 
died like a God ! " is familiar to the school-boy. 

Jones Rivers died as he had lived, with wit on his 
lips and a smile on his face. 

In his expiring moments, while gasping for breath, 
a lady attendant asked: " Col. RiA^ers, Avill you have 
a little a i r?" 

" No, madam," he answered, " no more heirs for me. 

Too late ! Excuse me, if you please." 

May you, dear reader, without regard to your race. 
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nation or language, when the dark-Avinged angel of 
death shakes his sable banner before your closing 
eyes, die as carelessly, as pleasantly and with as little 
regret as did Jones Rivers, and with him, Phil Clai
borne, and all other good men, who love the pure, the 
beautiful and the good, and whose greatest pleasure 
comes from wiping tears from the eyes of suffering 
humanity and pouring the balm of consolation into a 
wounded spirit—after crossing over the river, meet in 
the great Beyond, where 

" God gives the milk, the honey and the wine, • 
And pleasure never dies." 

J ^• 
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CHAPTER XXIII . 

Agriculture, Farming, Stock Raising, Wool Growing, Fishing and Hunt
ing in Texas.—Manufactures, Wine Growing, Minerals, Financial Con
dition, Educational Advantages and Advances illustrated,—An Ad
dress,—A Novel, —The Conclusion, 

- A GRICULTURE is the grand pursuit of Texans, 
•^ -^ and cotton the great staple or chief article of 
produce for exportation. 

Wheat, corn, oats, rye, potatoes, tomatoes, etc., 
have rarely been exported. 

The estimated receipts of cotton at Galveston alone 
for this year, is 400,000 bales, worth, at sixteen cents 
per pound, $32,000,000. 

Many thousands of beeves are also raised and ex
ported. In the month of January, 1873, the Morgan 
line of steamers transported to NCAV Orleans via Bra-
shear, 5,300 head. But the great market for Texas 
beeves is St. Louis, although Memphis is receiving 
some by way of Little Rock. 

Wool, hides, tallow, and bees-Avax are annually ex
ported to the value of millions of dollars. 

Many persons in Western and South Western 
Texas are engaged exclusively in cattle raising, others 
in raising sheep and wool-growing. 
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The latter was the pleasing avocation of the late 
George Wilkins Kendall, who settled on the Guada
lupe river, about forty miles north of San Antonio, 
AA'ho once on a time amused me by relating the 
manner of his life in one day's experience as fol
lows: 

" A t four o'clock in the morning I arose, sad
dled my pony, and, AAdth my gun and fishing tackle, 
rode to the Guadalupe, a mile and a half from my 
residence. I had baited a particular spot for fishing, 
and in a short time I caught twenty-six pounds of 
perch, trout and cat.. The last one broke my three 
hooks, after Avhich I took out my knife and filed the 
blunt end of the least broken hook, so that it would 
penetrate, baited it well and threw It in the water. 
In a moment it was swallowed, and I could tell by 
the heavy pulling that it was by a large fish, so in 
order to let him exhaust himself, and avoid breaking 
the hook again, I . gave him the line and let him 
struggle round and round for a good while, then 
drawing him in quietly I landed him on te7'ra firma. 

It was a magnificent trout weighing six pounds and a 
quarter. Just as I had fastened him on the string with 
the others, I heard a turkey gobble about three hun
dred yards fi-om me on the other side of the river. 
Taking out my ' yelper,' I talked turkey to him, and 
could plainly see him on his roost turning his head 
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sideways and looking for me. Finally he stretched 
out his wings, jumped from his perch, and after 
flying across the river, walked up in a gallant style, 
no doubt expecting to meet and woo and win a fair 
and lovely turkey hen. As he came up sideways, 
strutting, UOAV and then gobbling and striking 
haughtily the earth with his huge wings, I did indeed 
admire him. At forty yards from my 'blind,' he 
fell a bleeding victim to misplaced confldence. Oh ! 
he was an imperial fellow, weighing eighteen and 
three-quarter pounds. 

" Barely had the beautiful visions of hope faded in 
the imperial mind of the majestic gobbler, Avhen I 
heard a noise resembling the snort of a buck. Turn
ing round, there stood before me a large deer, just flfty 
yards off. In an instant, nine buckshot from my 
trusty double-barrel pierced him through the neck, 
and he was added to my morning's trophies, making 
in all one hundred and fifty pounds of venison, turkey 
and fish, which I tied to the limb of a tree and left 
on the river bank until I returned home, got my 
breakfast and sent a cart for. 

" After my morning's sport, I wrote a letter, of a 
column, for the Picayune, went out among my sheep, 
dined, and In the evening, after reading that pastoral 
of Virgil, commencing 

" 'Tityre, tu patulae recubans aub tegmine fagi,' 
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indulged in reflections upon the times of Virgil com
pared with the present, and the great superiority of 
our Constitutional Republican Government over the 
imperial despotism of Rome. 

" When Virgil Avrote the aboA ê line, Augustus had 
confiscated the lands and homes of all the inhabi
tants of his section of the empire, for having sided 
against his party in the civil war, which had just 
terminated, leaving him in possession of supreme 
power. 

" The clemency of the Government of the United 
States has left us our homes, our property and insti
tutions, except our peculiar one of negro slavery, the 
abolition of which Southerners now look upon as a 
real blessing. 

"With reflections such as these, and meditating 
upon the future greatness and glory of the American 
people, about nine o'clock I retired for the calm sleep 
and pleasant dreams which always repay the laborer 
for his toil." 

In this account of one day's life of a distinguished 
Texan, most accomplished gentleman and beloved 
fiiend, I have confined myself to the AVords as they 
fell from his lips, to the best of my recollection. 

But he says nothing of wild ducks, geese, cranes, 
plover, quad, squirrels, rabbits, etc., which are 
abundant. 
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Sportsmen have killed as many as two and three 
hundred ducks in a day, but the geese and cranes 
(esteemed by epicures as superior to the turkey) fly 
higher, and are not so easily killed. 

Curlew are killed by the thousand, as they come 
and go in great numbers. 

Having been brought up in the country myself, I am 
not ignorant of the pleasures of hunting, fishing and 
farming. Indeed, when fortune smiles upon my ef-

1̂  forts and blesses me with a few thousand dollars, I 

intend to buy me a farm on the Trinity, Brazos, Col
orado, Guadalupe, or some one of the many beauti
ful streams of the Lone Star State, in which the fish
erman can delight himself in catching bass, trout, 
perch, rock, sheepshead, fiounder, cat, and king fish, 
besides many others too tedious to mention, and 
where with but little labor I can raise an abundant 
supply of provisions, and have most of my time for 
hunting, fishing and literary enjoyment. There are 
thousands of Texans now living in this way. 

Col. Tom Scott, after visiting Texas, thus speaks of 
i t : 

"For the past two or three weeks, in company 
AvIth Colonel Forney and General Dodge, I have been 
making a tour through Northeastern Texas, which is 
the location of that line intended to be built from the 
eastern line of the State of Texas, throusfh to the 
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Pacific coast. In making this visit to Texas, the first 
time in my life that I have ever been in that region, 
I may state to you, very briefly, the impression made 
upon my mind in relation to that country for produc
tions and for the extension of railroad facilities. We 
found in Texas, very much to our surprise, a country 
capable of producing all your great staples, to a de
gree that is remarkable. We found there, within a 
circle of a few miles, as good wheat, good corn, good 
cotton, good tobacco, good oats, all grown on the same 
soil, as I have ever seen standing on the ground in any 
part of the world. I believe that the countiy can 
produce—that the State of Texas will produce—more 
of those great staples than are produced to-day in 
the balance of the United States." 

The Pat7'iot, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, years 
ago, truthfully said: 

"Texas has, beyond all question, superior advan
tages over every other State in the Union. Its soil 
not only yields a larger return of sugar and. cotton 
than any other portion of the United States, but for 
the raising of the cereals it far outstrips the heaviest 
productions of the Genesee valley. Not only is 
Texas most prolific in the production of cotton, sugar, 
grain, fruits and vegetables, but it far excels all other 
portions of the habitable globe for the breeding of 

(i* I cattle. Texas is an empire within itself, embracing 
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every variety of soil and climate. There are millions 
of dollars in prospective to enterprising men, and 
pleasant homes and a competency for all w ĥo may 
venture within her borders." 

The Washington Chronicle, corroborating the state-] 
ment of the Patriot, also very truthfully says: 

"Texas possesses the advantages of a salubrious 
climate, a soil unsurpassed in fertility—adapted to the 
growth of all the cereals; produces the very finest 
short staple as well as seadsland cotton, and possesses 
inexhaustible mineral wealth. The rich grazing fields 
of Northern Texas, known as the ' black waxy land,' 
produce not only fine crops of Avheat, oats, rye, barley 
and corn, but are .̂Iso well adapted to cotton. The 
lands of Middle and Northern Texas produce on an 
average 600 pounds of ginned cotton to the acre. One 
man can easily cultivate ten acres in corn and ten in 
cotton. The corn alone will pay the expense of culti
vating and gathering the entire crop, and leaves the 
farmer the net profit of, say at least 5,000 pounds of 
cotton, which at present prices would be Avorth $1,150, 
currency. These same lands produce all kinds of 
fruits, except the strictly tropical, to which may be 
added the great advantage of free pasturage, whereby 
a thrifty farmer can, in a fcAV years, sell from one to. 
three thousand dollars' worth of stock, wool and 
hides, making a net profit for one man of from one to 
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four thousand dollars per year, which certainly can
not be excelled in any country. Texas is emphatic 
cally the country for industrious poor men.'" 

Many crops of cotton and corn have been raised 
without more subsistence to either man or beast than 
the abundance of game and grass to be found in the 
glades and prairies. 

Manufactures do not flourish in Texas. 
Its beautiful livers Avith arrowy swiftness still 

flow through vast regions of rich and productive 
lands, and mingle with the waters of the Gulf, with
out turning machinery of one-millionth part of their 
capacity. 

In San Antonio and Austin, many years ago, the 
machinery of the mills was run by wheels propelled 
by the natural swiftness and force of the San An
tonio and Colorado rivers, without any dams what
ever. 

Houston, Waco, New Braunfels and Hempstead 
have taken the lead in erecting manufacturing estab
lishments. 

By the laws of Texas 320 acres of land are granted 
to the introducer for every $1,000 worth of ma-

f. chineiy introduced and operated in Texas, yet but 
few persons or companies have engaged in the busi
ness. 

Texans buy sugar, rice, molasses, shoes, hats, cloth-
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ing of all kinds, saddlery, waggons, carriages, and 
almost all their Avooden Avare, besides farming imple
ments, household and kitchen furniture, from a dis
tance. True, it Avould save expenses of transportation, 
tariffs, and intermediate profits were they to manufac
ture their own articles of consumption, but they are 
not a manufacturing people. 

Shall I go farther and inform strangers that Tex
ans buy and consume many thousands of dollars' 
worth of concentrated milk, as well as butter, pickles, 
canned goods and preserves put up in and transported 
from Boston, Mass. ? 

I doubt not, in the course of time, when New Eng
land capitalists learn that the manufacture of all 
kinds of cotton and woollen goods In Texas wdll pay 
better than in New England, that some of them may 
voluntarily go doAvn to Texas and invest their capital 
and skill in the development of our unrivalled capaci
ties as a manufacturing state. 

Peaches, apples, and grapes are very abundant In 
Texas. I have never seen larger or finer apples and 
peaches groAvn anyAvhere than in Texas, and as for 
the grapes, they grow AvIld and in great abundance. 

I have known many persons to make several bar
rels of Avine yearly just from the Avild grapes gath
ered In the Avoods. 

I have sometimes gathered a quantity of wild 
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grapes in the forest, and, after eating them, felt an 
exhilarating effect similar to that produced by drink-

, ̂  ing wine. 

With a few exceptions, how^ever, Texans pay no at
tention to the cultivation of the vine, the groAvth of 
the grape, or the filling of their cellars. 

When a few emigrants from France and Germany 
shall have planted their vineyards in Texas and made 
wine from our cultivated native grapes, I doubt not 
that it will be unsurpassed by the famous brands of 
Verzeney, Heidseick, Mound Vineyard, Napoleon, or 
even the renowned Johannisberg. 

But Texans are even behind Californians as to the 
cultivation of the vine, the growth of grapes and the 
making of wine. 

They seem to forget that the first miracle of our 
Saviour was to change water into wine, and that His 
last command to erring mortals was to drink it in 
remembrance of Him. 

Never did I hear one of them repeat. In vino Veri

tas, but often such legends as the folloAving: 

" After the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the 
garden of Paradise, Adam planted the vine, which, as 
Satan beheld in passing by, his majesty was pleased 
with and took under his especial care. 

"He first caught a little lamb, and killing It, poured 
its blood upon the roots of the plant which grew 
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luxuriantly; next he captured a lion, and after slay- is?' 
ing it, poured its blood also on the roots of the Adne di' 
and it grew amazingly. On visiting his favorite the 
third time, his satanic majesty brought the hog, 
slaughtered and poured its blood upon the roots of 
the vine, when it grew wonderfully and brought forth 
fruit which, strange to say, when made into wine 
gives to the descendants of Adam, when taken, the 
characteristic disposition of these three animals. 

" When taken moderately, wine causes a man to feel 
gentle and playful like the lamb; when taken im
moderately, it makes him fierce and bloody like the '" 
lion; and when taken to the ext7'eme, gives him the 
disposition of the hog to wallow in the mire." 

Camp-meeting songs are often heard in the hamlets 
of the poor and the fine residences of the rich, at 
a late hour of the night; but that familiar old song 
of— 

" Landlord, fill the flowing bowl. 
Until it doth run over I 

For to-night we'll merry be, merry be. 
For to-night we'll merry be, merry be, 
For to-night we'll merry be, merry be, 

To-morrow we'll get sober!" 

is never heard. 

The following sample of logic from the irreligious 

pen of an old AAdne-bibber would be considered by 01 
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the good people of the Lone Star State as infamous 
'̂ ""^ and horrible: 

avoritê r" 
t tlip I m^' " ^^°^ yf^Q makes good blood, 

Good blood causeth good humors. 
Good humors cause good thoughts, 
Good thoughts bring forth good works, 
Good works carry a man to heaven; 

ergo 

Good wine carrieth a man to heaven." 

Without a doubt the following lines, from a popular 
song of the boys at West Point when out on a " tear," 
would be anathematized: 

" Here's a health to General Jackson, 
God bless the old hero! 

May he rest upon his laurels 
And never know of woe; 

May he rest upon his laurels. 
And never know of woe; 

And drink his whiskey every night, 
At Benny Haven's, O. 

" The commentators tell us all. 
That when above we go 

We'll follow that same handicraft 

We followed here below. 
If this be true philosophy— 

The preachers say so too— 
Then, oh ! what days and nights we'll have 

At Benny Haven's, O," 

Old Applejack and Peach brandy might be mann-

i wij I 
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factured to any extent, and become a source of im
mense revenue to the state, but these, as Avell as 
Bourbon and Rye whiskeys, are almost entirely im
ported from Cincinnati, New Orleans, and New York. 

Thus Texans piously aid in building up and sus
taining the manufacturing establishments of the older 
states, and let the capacities and resources of their 
own state lie dormant and undeveloped. 

Although fortunes have been made, and are UOAV 

being made in Texas, by planting cotton, making 
sugar, groAving wheat, and stock-raising, I am of the 
opinion that any one skilled in vine-growing and 
Avine-niaking might go there and not only accumu
late a fortune, but gain distinguished consideration 
and great glory, by turning the attention of Texans 
to the great but hitherto unproductive mine of Avealth 
which now lies idle, dormant, and undeveloped in the 
midst of their forests and wild AVOods, serving only as 
food for Avild beasts and the birds of the air—not 
sour grapes by any means, but pleasant to the eye and 
taste. 

The mineral wealth of Texas, consisting in unlimit
ed deposits of coal, iron, copper, zinc, lead, gold, 
silver, salt, oil, manganese, cobalt, nickel, and bismuth. 
In a large portion of the country, lies just in the same 
condition it did AÂhen the great Jehovah first called it 
into existence. 
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A correspondent of the Cleburne Chronicle, giAdng 
an account of the discoveiy of coal in Johnson County, 
exultingly ends his conamunication in these words: 
" So you can see that it seems to be well scattered on 
the border of the rich prairie lands, and settlers 

Ijiiereon can have no fear of freezing, for ere long 
these beds will be opened, and millions Avill be made 
to our country otherwise than by the superabundant 
crops of corn, cotton and wheat." 

"Yet gold all is not, that doth golden seem," 

I Or, as Shakespeare hath i t : 

" AH that glisters is not gold.'? 

,' And although coal may exist elsewhere, it w^ould be 
father hard. to make Capt. Scogin believe now that 

I Travis County has much of it. 
A correspondent of the Turf, Field and Far7n thus 

^tells how the captain was sold : 
"Do you know Capt. Wm. D. Scogin, head drummer 

for the well-known hardware house of Samuel Roose
velt &> Co. ? I will introduce you to him. Bill, as he 
is familiarly called by his friends, is one-eyed, xswdft 
*lker, has been to California, and knows every hog-
)ath in Arkansas and Texas. 

" Taking Capt. Billy up one hill and down another, 
L* he is a regular brick.' 

/ " 26 
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" He was in Austin a month or two ago, and struck^ 
He, or rather got oil-struck. >» J°^ 

" Some everlasting reprobate about our town bought '^^ 
a gallon of oil, carried it out to a deep raAdne about 
tAVO miles from our city, and poured it out on the 
ground. 

" After this he told of discovering oil, and thousands ' '̂'̂  
of people immediately congregated * thar or thara- 1 ^ 
abouts.' 

Captain Scogin came, he saw, he conquered, 
ad travelled, he knew what was what, and 

invested a few hundred dollars: a coi 
was^mmediately organized and boring commendv 

" At first the indications were favorable, then mX, 
favorable; oil and cannel coal. I met Bill on hisi 
return from the mine, when, slapping me on the: 
shoulder he said: 'Well, ole fel, I've made a ten 
strike at last! There's no use talking. By the ever
lasting gods, heathen mythology and Scandinavian 
history, I've struck ile. 

" * Now won't I have a gay time in New York wheal 
the drumming season commences ? 

" ' Won't I ask the boys up to drink champaj 
when they come around to the Metropolitan Hotel ? '̂pown-i 

. " < Won't I tell 'em about having been poor once fcon.' 
cdhself? ^% 
into eWhy, bless your soul! I'm going to buv: me faB 
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or five acres of brown stone fronts on Fifth Avenue. 
But, Colonel, won't my wife feel happy ? Won't 
Mary feel joyous? I am going to settle a million on 
her and the children immediately, so in case of acci
dent she'll always be independent. 

" ' Colonel, I reckon I've got the best AAdfe in the 
ll^worid. Won't she be glad ?' 

"After he had run on thusly for a Avhile, I intimated 
liiBomething about his dividi7ig with his friends. 

" He went on : 
" ' I AATote to Mr. Roosevelt that he miq-ht come in 

i with me—half interest! Sam Roosevelt is a mighty 
I good man ! There's enough for both of us, so I am 
Igoing to let him ;in, but nobody else need apply. 

" ' Colonel, come, let's go and take a drink ! Whoop 
pee! ole fel; did you CA'̂ er feel rich? You bet I'm 
going to lead a gay and festive life— 

" ' Gay and happy, gay aud happy; 
We'll be gay and happy still.' 

" Thus Capt. Billy carried on for hours, but finally 
the boring ceased; the truth leaked out; there Avas 
leither oil nor coal, and away went the captain's 

>wn-stone fronts like ' the baseless fabric of a 
J > • vision. 

The financial condition of Texas is a source of 

Ipleasant reflection to its citizens. 
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Gov. Coke's Message of the 10th of February, 1874, ^l'"' 
w ĥich is based upon the reports of the comptrollfl||̂ ĵli<'''' 
and treasurer, shows the public debt of Texas, includ
ing interest to the 1st of September, 1874, to be 
$2,248,83L75. 

Gov. Coke* says: "Therevenues which have been "^^'^ 
paid by the people, and should have prevented the 
accumulation of debt, haA'-e been squandered and 
filched by those whom a cruel fortune placed in her 
offices of trust." 

His Message also shows the taxable property of 
Texas, for 1874, to be $240,420,000, and he very justly 
says: " With her vast resources and rapidly inereajs-
ing taxable values, the public debt of Texas is as 
nothing." 

Whether by a reduction of the salaries of state offl 
cers or by the issue of state warrants drawing interest 
from date till paid, or how this debt is to be paid or 
its increase stopped, are questions for the consideration 
of our legislators. 

No state of the Union has shown a greater desire for ̂  
the advancement of learning than Texas. 

The Constitution of 1836 made it "the duty of 
Congress, as soon as circumstances would admit, to 
provide, by law, a general system of education." 

In 1839, the Texas Congress gave 50 leagues of land j 
for the endowment of a University, and three leagf 
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(which were increased in 1840 to four leagues) for 
p. Bchool pui-poses. 

The Constitution of 1845 made it the duty of the 
pXegislature to provide for free schools, and in 1854, 

$2,000,000, paid by the government in the purchase of 

' Bante Fc, was given to the common school fund, the 
interest only to be expended, while the principal was 
loaned to railroads. 

In 1860, 104,447 pupils were taught in the com
mon schools of Texas, at the cost of $104,447, but in 
1861, and during the days of the late Confederate 

tates, they w êre deserted by the boys and girls for 
the field and fireside ; while the boys made histoi^y at 
Bull Run, Manassas, Gains' Mill, Malvern Heights, 
Sharpsburg, Oak Hills, Mansfield, Fredericksburg, in 

/ lithe Wilderness, and on many other sad and mournful 
battle-fields, Avhich their children and their children's 
children may read with admiration of their impetuous 
valor,—the girls used the cards and spinning-Avheels, 
the loom and their needles, to supply them with 
clothing. 

Since the war, the present Constitution of Texas has 
{ given to the public schools all the proceeds from the 

sale of public lands, one-fourth of the state revenue, 
and the poll-tax of one dollar on every citizen of the 

state. 
The last annual report of the comptroller shows 
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that $690,762.04 were paid by the state for public 
schools, in AÂ hich 227,615 pupils were taught by 3,687 
teachers, during the last year. 

I t is A êiy much to be regretted that the University 
exists only on the records of the state, but it is 
earnestly hoped that ere long suitable buildings AVIII 

be erected, a library and scientific apparatus pur
chased, qualified teachers employed, and its career as 
a first-class institution of learning commenced. 

The Agricultural College near the fair and pros
perous city of Bryan, although a state institution, and 
the finest college building in Texas, and very credit
able to the state, should not do aAvay with the U7ii-

versity. 

Yet schools and colleges, public and private, haA'"e 
been established in many cities and towns of Texas, in 
which the minds of the youth are learned to think, 
reason, and reflect, and their powers of thought (tlie 

grand object of education?) trained, strengthened, and 
developed, Avhile their memories are stored with useful 
information and the Avisdom of ages. 

In order to give an idea of the advancement of two 
students at Austin, I here insert an address of one 
before a debating club, upon oratory, and a burlesque 
on the yelloAV-backed literature and trashy novels of 
the day, by another. 

They are as folloAvs, and explain themseh'-es : 
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ORATORY. 

GEITTLEMEN:—^The power of arresting and fixing 
the attention of an audience upon any subject, and so 

|discussing it as to excite the passions and convince the 
iderstanding, has always been held in the highest 

repute among the most civilized nations of the old 
and new world. 

Indeed, the accomplishment of so addressing an 
: audience on any given subject as to make it feel as you 

feel, think as you think^ and act as you would have it 
act, is one of the rarest and most difficult things for 
you to acquire in this life. 

Greece had but one Demosthenes, Rome but one 
Cicero, England but one Fox, France but one Mira-

^^beau, and America but one Patrick Hemy. Yet the 
first named should give you encouragement that 
o;'atoiy is not a natural gift, but an accomplishment, 
^hich may be acquired by labor and perseverance, for 

I the impediment in his speech and his awkward' man
ner of action while speaking, are known to the school
boy. 

In order to develop his voice, he spoke to the roar
ing sea; to acquire distinct enunciation, he spoke with 
pebbles under his tongue; and to obtain that grace or 

I miaviter in modo, so pleasing to an audience, he spoke 
ander the sharp point of a sword suspended over hii 
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shoulder. Then, again, his great preparation before 
delivering his orations—shaving one side of his head 
so that he could not go out into society until his hair 
grew out again, but w^ould be compelled to stay in his 
room and thus have all his time for labor, should not 
escape your attention. As his orations are most ex
cellent, we may conclude that in their preparation he 
laid down his major and minor premises clearly, before 
he said therefore, and drew his conclusion. So, with
out doubt, Demosthenes had studied logic—or syllo
gistic reasoning. And when we see hoAV appro
priately and elegantly he used the climax, simile, 
metaphor and trope—how replete his orations are with 
allusions, personifications, and allegories, artfully in
terwoven so as to please, dazzle, and fascinate his 
hearers, we may believe that he had often burned the 
midnight lamp over the pages of rhetoric. So you 
may conclude, that were you to ask me by what 
means you can soonest become good debaters, I should 
recommend the studies of logic and rhetoric. 

The beautiful and masterly oration of Cicero in 
defence of Milo is the plain syllogism. Any one who 
kills another in self-defence is justifiable. Milo killed 
Claudius in self-defence, therefore Milo was justifiable. 
However, these will be of little use Avithout practice 
and the continued use of the rules therein laid doAvn. 
So necessary is practice to debaters, that they 

ffi 

11 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 535 

' ^ have been known, in the absence of hearers, to speak 
before looking-glasses. I have often heard it said that 
a poor thing Avell spoken Avas more effective than a good 
thing poorly spoken; indeed, the orator has been 
accused of making the worst appear the better cause. 

i ^schines, who was the competitor of Demosthenes 
- after his banishment, taught a school of rhetoric, and 

on one occasion delivered to his class the oration of 
Demosthenes on the crown, and w âs highly applauded, 
when he remarked: " Could you have heard Demos
thenes himself deliver his oration, your applause 
would have been much greater." 

There is a tone of voice and a manner of actinsr 
what one says, which are frequently more eloquent 
than the things said. Often actors, on the stage, so 
pathetically act their parts in the play as to bring 
tears into the eyes of observers and hearers, who might 

' • read the play in their rooms with ordinary emo
tions. 

Shakespeare, in his celebrated play of Hamlet, gives 
the folloAving advice to actors, Avhich is, like all things 

eA B produced by that great man, most excellent: " Speak 
the speech, I pray you, as I pronounced it to you, trip
pingly on the tongue; but if you mouth it, as many 
of our players do, I had as lief the town-crier spoke my 
lines. Nor do not saAV the air too much Avith your 

hand, thus; but use all gently, for in the very torrent, 
25* 
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tempest, and (as I may say) Avhirlwind of your 
passion, you must acquire and beget a temperance 
that may give it smoothness. Oh, it offends me to the 
soul to hear a robustious, periwig-pated felloAv tear a 
passion to tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of 
the groundlings; who, for the most part, are capable 
of nothing but inexplicable dumb shows and noise. 
I Avould have such a felloAv AA ĥlpped for o'erdoing 
Termagant; it out-herods Herod ; pray you, avoid it. 
Be not too tame neither, but let your discretion be 
your tutor; suit the action to the AVord, the word to 
t*he action; Avith this special obserA'̂ ance, that you o'er-
step not the modesty of nature, for anything so over
done is from the purpose of playing, Avhose end, both 
at the first and now ,̂ Avas and is to hold as 'twere the 
mirror up to nature; to show virtue her own feature, 
scorn her OAAm image, aud the A'-ery age and body of 
the time his form and pressure. Now, this overdone, 
or come tardy off, though it make the unskilful laugh, 
cannot but make the judicious grieve; the censure of 
which one must, in your allowance, o'erweigh a whole 
theatre of others. Oh, there be players that I have 
seen play, and heard others praise, and that highly, 
—not to speak it profanely, that neither having the 
accent of Christians, nor the gait of Christian, pagan, 
nor man, have so strutted and belloAved, that I have 
thought some of nature's journeymen had made men, 

ffl 
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and not made them well, they imitated humanity so 
r abominably." 

But, besides the study of logic, rhetoric and acting, 
any one desirous of excelling as a speaker should not 
be unacquainted with history and poetry, 
f When Patrick Henry exclaimed: " Caesar had his 

Jrutus, Charles I. had his Cromwell, and George III . 
—may he profit by their example !" he made the fact 
known that he was not ignorant either of ancient or 

f modern history. When Mr. Webster, in his famous 
[speech on the Constitution, spoke of State rights, indi

vidual security, and public prosperity, he illustrated 
his subject by allusions to the Colosseu7n and the Par

thenon—Greece and Rome. The great Irish orator, 
Phillips, in contrasting our western world AAdth the 

[^departed glory of oriental empires, alludes to the 
ancient glory but present decay of Palmyra and Per-

tsepolis. Cicero, in one of his orations, alludes to the 
I'hnpropriety of a man sick with fever drinking copi-
"̂ ously of cold water to allay it, when the opposite 
^effect is generally produced. From which fact Ave 
may conclude that Cicero had some knoAAdedge of 
medicine. Indeed, what Dr. Johnson says of the poet 

I may well be said of the orator, who, like the editor of 
a newspaper, is supposed, at least by some, to be 

jio-norant of nothing, but should be acquainted with 
all the arts and sciences, and draw his illustrations 
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from Escnlapius and Archimedes as well as frcf!]4 
Homer and Herodotus—and as soon as they are in
vented of a safe character, be as well able to navigate 
the air in aerial vehicles as the ocean in steamships. 

Lord Byron said that to be a good poet one must 
commence writing verses in his youth, and keep it up 
to old age; so it is with oratory and all things appef-
taining to poor, frail humanity—they must be culti
vated, increased and developed by practice, labor and 
perseverance ! You must practise it, labor at it, and 
persevere in it. 

It was once my good fortune to hear the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher preach a most excellent sermon 
on the development of the religious principle in the> | 
human heart. He asserted that as the blacksmithf 
by constantly wielding the sledge-hammer, causedi' 
the muscles and strength of his arm to increase; as 
the speed of the swift-footed race-horse may be in
creased by training, so the religious principle, by 
conversation and association with pious people, the ;j 
study of the Bible and other religious books, may 
be increased and greatly strengthened in the hearts 
of men. 

The greatest man of this age was the great novel
ist, poet and orator, Bulwer, who, throughout his, 
works, but nowhere more forcibly or more beautift 
than in his character of Claude Melnotte, in the Lad^ 

d(K 
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of Lyons, holds out the grand idea of self-cultivation 
and dcA'-elopment. 

The gardener's son, by study, application, and perse
verance, makes himself superior in all those accom-

'plishments which dignify and ennoble mortals, to the 
titled aristocrats with whom he came in contact. 

But there is no I'oyal nor easy i-oad to the proud 
eminence on which the orator stands—from which he 
may look back 

"And scorn the base degrees by which he did ascend." 

No one better than he can exclaim Avith sincerity : 

" Ah ! who can tell how hard it is to climb 
The steep where Fame's proud temple shines afar ?" 

THE BLUE ROBBER OF THE PINK MOUNTAIN. 

Near the close of the thirteenth century, Sir Hil-
debrand Hiltersplit, covered with a complete panoply 
of neuter verbs and relative pronouns, commenced his 
ascent of Mount Paphros, that lies in the Gutta 
Percha Range. Arriving at the summit, he beheld, 
stretjched out before his excited imagination, the 
beautiful valley of Neuralgia. There he saw the sea
horse and the crocodile sporting side by side, the 
reindeer and the humming-bird flitting from flower to 
flower, and the melodious watermelon and the ising-
glass growing upon the same vine. 
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Upon the banks of an umbrageous stream that ran 
careering* from the mountain-side, and nestled in a 
small Alpine grove, reposed the tent of the ancient 
Barbacon—the grand Clam-sloop of the country. At 
about the hour of half-past four o'clock in the after
noon—his daughter, the fair Sarsaparilla, clad in chlo
roform, and waving her nascent and sporadic sceptre, 
entered the presence of the ancient Barbacon her fa
ther, bearing in her left hand a small dish of stewedl 
parasangs and fried conostrophies, on which her 
ancient sire made his' evening repast. And seating 
herself on the asteroids of public grief in one corner 
of the pavilion, she poured forth her native gypsum 
in the most delightful strains, as she swept the cords 
of her light bandana.' 

Attracted by this wonderful operatic copologo, Sir 
Hildebrand Hiltersplit entered the apartment, and 
throwing himself at her feet doled out his love-ditty 
in the most mellifluous and oleaginous cadences. 

Scarcely had he risen from his recumbent position 
when the Blue Robber of the Pink Mountains broke 
into the apartment. At sight of this horrid monster, * 
clad in the form of an obese fandango, the fair Sarsa
parilla shrieked, and uttered a cry so piercing that Sir 
Hildebrand Hiltersplit shrank into the interior of 
the ottoman. With the most audacious strides the 
robber approached the fair Sarsaparilla, and with his 
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left arm encircled her waist, whilst with his right 
hand he seized a small catapult of silver she Avore 

^suspended from her neck by a bill of lading. 

Agonizing with grief and unbounded rage. Sir Hlb 
debrand Hiltersplit darted from his place of conceal
ment and seizing a boot-jack, that lay "floating on 
the floor," stabbed the monster to the heart, and left 
the fair Sarsaparilla like an illuminating light stand
ing upon the binnacle of her own expectability, from 
which exalted position she looked down with min
gled scorn and contempt upon her baffled pursuer. 

And now, dear reader, I close this work, with a 

feeling akin to that which one feels on parting with a 

beloved friend. 

May your future path be strewn with flowers, and 

while ever ascending the hill of prosperity, may you 

never meet a friend ! 

In the language of the poet: 

i ^ ^ • 
"Farewell I a word that must be, and bath been— 

A sound which makes us linger;—yet—farcAvell." 

-. .- ,v 
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A D V E R T I S K M E 2Sr T S . 

Attention is called to the following business firms, all 
of which are first-class and strictly reliable as well as 
responsible: 

'̂ 

The sales of II. K. Thiirber 
Sr Co., Importers and Whole
sale Grocers, West Broadivay, 
Reade and Hudson Streets, 
^eic Yorh, exceed- those of 
any other tiro Houses in the 
same line of business in the 
United States, and therefore 
it Tnay reasonably be said 
that this House is Headquar
ters for all goods which are 
eaten and dranJc. 

C H A S . P R A T T & CO. 
DEALEBS IN 

PetroleniB ami its Proilncts, 
PROPRIETOnS OP 

THE CELEBRATED BRANDS 

"Astral" and '' Radiant." 
108 FUIiTON STREET, 

N E W Y O R K . 

Geo. F. Gantz SL CO. 
Oface, 176 Duane St., N. T. 

SEA FOAM 
Delicious Cookery, 

Powerful Strength, 
Perfect Purity, 

'Wonderful Economy. 
Forty Pounds more BREAD *O a barrel ot Flour. 

'•""P.S. Send for a circular for fuller parii-
ciUarH. 

J. L Mott Iron Works, 

S T O V E S 
—AND— 

PLUMBER'S IRON WARE, 

Corner of BeeMn and Cliff sts, 

N E W YORK. 

M O O D Y &, J E M I S O N 

m m FACTORS, 
AND 

Commission Merchants, 

2.3 William Sih., New York, 
AND 

Strand, Galveston. 

& •» 

SADDLEEYaHARNESS 
Especially adapted to the 

Texas Trade. 

33 Mercer Street, 
N E W Y O R K . 

/i 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

PHELPS, DODGE & CO., 
IMPORTERS OP 

Tin Plate, Sheet Iron, Copper, 
BLOCK TIN, WIRE, &c., 

C L I F F S T R , E E T , 

(Between John and Fvlton), 

NElXr YORK. 

OORLIES,MACT&CO. 

STATIONERS, 
Printers, Lithographers, 

AND 

Blant Bool Manufactnrers, 
89 Nassau d54&56 Liberty Sts. 

BURTIS & SMITH, 
IMPOBTERS AND JOBBEBB OF 

CROCKERY, 
CHINA, GliASS TTARS:, 

Kerosene Groods, ^-c. 

l\lo. 12 Barclay Street. 
I'our Doors below i 

Astor House, 
lelow I 
se, ( NEW YORK. 

Edward M. Wright. John B. Duar 
OonranMOT If orrli, Jr. 

EDWARD M. WRI6HT & CO, 
OENFJBAL 

GoiDiDission Merchants 
]Vo. 39 Broad Street, 

p. O. Box 4858. N E W YORK. 

Special attention given to the sale of Cotton, 
Wool, Hides, &c. Also, to the purchase and 
sale of " Future Contracts." Interest allowed 
on deposits. 

JEHIALREAD&Ca 
Uasufaeturers k Wholesale Sealers Is 

Fur&WoolHats 
STRAW GOODS, 

No. 468 Broadway. 

Nathaniel Norton. ( NEW YORK. 

M. N. SOGERS & CO., 

CLOTHING 
44:6 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 

i! 
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' A D V E R T I S E M E N T S . 

C. R. Johns & Co., Bankers and Land Agents Austin, Tex. 
Ben. H. Thompson, Druggist Austin, Tex. 
B. C. Wells, Watches, Jewelry, &c Austin, Tex. 
De (Cordova. Withers & Co., Texas Land & (leneral Agency. .Aostin, Tex. 
F. W. Chandler, Attorney and Connsellor-at-Law Austin. Tex. 
Carleton & Robertson, lawyers and Land Agents Austin, Tex. 

N. G. Shelley, Atlorney-at-Law. (''"'''T„"di"up'4,?;'S".^tr'''"'')- • -Austin, Tex. 
Bethel Coopwood, Attorncy-at-Law,( '̂"'="»l^fs°up«mecoa*;»;"'''"''') Austin, Tex. 
Dr. W. A. Dohmcn, Oculist Austin, Tex. 
Taylor & Leland, Land and Collecting Agents Waco, Tex. 
Flint k Chamberlin, Bankers and Collecting Agents Waco, Tex, 
Flint, Chamberlin & Graham, Attorneys & Counsellors at-Law, Waco, Tex. 
Mnlhall & Scaling, Live Stock Commission Merchants, Pacific 

and National Stock Yards St. Louis, MO. 
Maxwell, Scalin? ;v Mulhall, Pork Packers, 1223 S. 2d Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
Douglas Bagging Company. Bagging, Rope and Twine, 

Office, 409 N. 2d Street, St. Louis, Mo. 

H:OTEL3. 
lAvenue Hotel, Dr. T. J. Moore, proprietor Austin, Tex. 
Hutchins House, N. P. Turner, " Houston, Tex. 
La Clede Hotel, I. W. Malin & Son, " St. Louis, .)Io. 
City Hotel, R. S. Morse, " New Orleans, La. 

PIEDMONT AIR LINE. 
t^~The J^lioi'tojsst a n d m o s t I>ireci: K o u t e , . ^ 

FROM 

N E W YORK t o N E W ORLEANS 
Via Richmond, Cliarjotte, Greenville, Atlanta, Montgomery, and IMobile, 

Being' 2 3 5 miles SHORTER than any Line via LOTJISVIIiLE. 
" 1 5 2 " SHORTER " " AUGUSTA & WELDON, 

And 5 3 to 4 0 0 lailes SHORTER than any Line now in existence, 
and at present operated as a Throug'h Line. 

C. Y I N G L I N G , S. E. A L L E N , 
Eastern Pass. & Frt. Agt., 9 Astor Bouse, "S. 7. Sen. Ticket Ag't, areensboro', 11. C. 



W BOOKS 
PUBLISHED BY THE 

UNITED STATES PUBLisnfWa COMPANY^ 

And for sale by tUl Bookseller^, of sent by mail,, prepaid^ on ,• 
receipt of pr,ice. 

gA IRA. 
A NOVEL. 

By WM, DUGAS TRAMMELL. 

A lively and interesting pdrtraiture of American life, as weH at 
some advanced opiinidns on modern Tefomis, in which figave proK)!̂  
nent citizens of Georgia,, pow living, Said to be the most trî thfuj 
picture of Southern character and cWacteristics ever written. 

Cloth, Z2mo, 360 pages, . . . . . $1.50. ' 

T H E LAW^RENCES: 
NEW ENGLAND MEN AND WOMEN AS THEY GROW UP AND DEVELOP. 

By CHAJilkOftE^ TU^NBULL. 

A truthful picture of Americaips and thdr institutioats, as seen 
in the lives of New England characters in a twenty years' growth. 

zzmo cloth, 490 pages, . . » . 9^JOO i 
THE MORMON COUNTRY. 

A SUMMER WITH THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 

ByCAPTf JOHN COfiMAN. 

Shows the growth and development of the great West; life in 
Utah among Saints and Gentiles; the mineral wealth; railroad interests, 
anid some very fiinQy experiences of the author. This book has re* 
caved the highest praise from the press. 

i2mo cloth, 130 pages, illustrated, . . . $1.50. 

••s, 
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M A R I A M O N K ' S D A U G H T E R . 
A N AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

By the daughter oj the author of '•'•Awful Disclosures of 
Maria Monk.'''' — a book on Convent Life, that created 

so i:;i cat an excitement 35 years ago. 

This book gives some astonishing facts. In fact, it is the truthful 
autobiography of a remarkable woman, and will create a profound 
sensation. 

Crown 8vo, 650 p a g e s , beautifully i l lus t ra ted and bound in 
ext ra cloth, gold and ink s t amp , $3.50. 

LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES OF CHARLES SUMNER 
By C. EDWARDS LESTER. 

The best and most complete life of the great Staesman published, 
and as the literary executors have decided not to publish his voluminous 
correspondence and official life for some years, this is the only authentic 

'"l" volume embracing his life and great speeches. 

8vo, 700 p a g e s , i l lus t ra ted $3-75« 

JESUS. 
A RATIONAL HISTORY AS G A T H E R E D FROM T H E EVANGELISTS. 

By CHARLES F. DEEMS, D.D. 
This is not a life of Christ, but the history of the life of the man 

Jesus, and from his character and works as recorded by the four 
Evangelists, his divinity is sought to be proven. 

8vo cloth, 750 pages , beautiful ly i l lus t ra ted, . $4.00. 

MINORITY REPRESENTATION. 
By SALEM DUTCHER. 

A full explanation of cumulative voting and the remedy for un 
represented minorities. 

Svo cloth, $1.50-

\ Address 
UmiED STATES PUBLISHING COMPANY. 

13 University Place. New York 

^ 



The following Popular Subscript ion Books will be furnished 
by our Cavassing Agents : 

ALL ROUND THE WORLD. 
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DEDICATION. 

/ To the people of Texas and the United States, t h i ^ i ^ r k is re 

spectfullj inscribed, with the fervent hope that it may, in some 

^fe li degree, lead to a better understanding of the past, and tend.some-

^ ^ ^ j, what to the diminution of all unpleasant feelings engendered in 

iieir hearts by their mutual sufferings and calamitieaJLnring the 

late contest between the Northern and Southern ^^^^m 

In a history of Texas, it is impossible to om^ lme four long 

weary years of war, yet the writer has not treated these at any 

length, nor attempted a description of a single one of the many 

bloody engagements of the war, hoping that they may be remem

bered alone to prevent their recurrence. 

I The settlement of Anglo-Americans in Texas, and the causes 

'which led to the Texas Revolution, and the establishment of the 

(iRf blic of Texas, with a narrative of the principal events which 

(p( red during its existence, constitute the main part of this 

|\\i ie,*%nd vindicate the citizens of Texas as well as those of the 

"D. liŷ  States from the unjust charge of Mexicans, that by might, 

not. right, "^exas was wrested from Mexico, and made one of the 

Unitv'̂ d States. 

I " Alth.ough the Comanches and other Indians were in the peace

able occv,ipatii>n and enjoyment of most all of Texas in 1836, the 

writer haiiS nc't investigated their title, but admits that of Spain 

and Mexico tci have been good, and claims, through the latter, as 
II 
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the United States claim their soil through Great Britaiv . by the 

fight of revolution and self-preservation. 

In this volume, the author's intention has been to show plaiul} 

a n ^ ^ ^ r l y to the world, that Texans werr not only rltriit in r.'ut • 

ing oflF y|e government of Mexicans (wi.j had invited them to 

colonize their wild lands with the promise of equal rights with 

themselves, and after inducing them through empresarios, or co

lonial agents, to leave their homes in the United States and endure 

the harMBBs and privations incident to the settlement of a] 

country nordering (^ ••v^rlike savages, and, afterwards faithless 

to their promises, attempted to enslave them), but that they de

serve the praise of all good people for changing a wilderness into 

green fields and happy homes, founding prosperous cities in the 

w^ j i | | | ^ J f l l t t | | ^ t he cruel Comanches, and, after ten years' warfare 

agaiqgi^lg|J|^^^Rerior numbers, adding a great State (more than 

five t l M l l ^ l ^ ^ t h a a the State of New York, and containing more 

than a millifti inhabitants) to the American Union, which, may 

the great, wise, and most merciful^ God, forever shield, protect, and 

advance, in power, wisdom, and happiness! 

J , 
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I N the great arena of human life, whether in the cause of 

virtue and progress, or in that of vice and immorality, wise 

men have agreed that 

" The pen is mightier than the sword." 

cities in tk' Whenever a free and elevated press has attacked any pub-

vears'Tarfar ^̂ ^ abuse, or any public policy in a government of the peo-

iefmoretk P^^J i* "̂ ^̂ ^ ^^ observed that it has been changed. 

• *' Thoughts that breathe and words that bum," 
n,Tliicli,niai 

L protect, all are sent out by the press to eagerly waiting readers, who 

may be benefited or injured thereby. 

The personification of a virtuous thought may arrest the 

liand of a would-be assassin, humble the proud heart of the 

, I monarch on his throne, and lead one who is far astray from 

I the lovely paths of rectitude and happiness, to the worship 

f , . of the pure, the beautiful and the good. 

''•••I A story well told, of noble and generous action, may thrill 

the hard heart of an obdurate miser with admiration, and 

cause him to give his hoarded treasures to the relief of the 

distressed. 

But while good thoughts come to us from the press as rain 

from heaven, causing us to be '' gentle, mild and kind "—" to 

be wise as serpents but harmless as doves"—alas, it often 
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happens that ugly, hateful and slanderous lies issue from the 

press and go forth on their mission of evil. 

And a prostituted press is almost as powerful for evil in 

making the worse appear the better side, as the virtuous 

press is in the defence of truth. 

The great poet of Avon says: 

" Slander, 

Whose edge is sharper than the sword ; whose tongue 

Out-venoms all the worms of Nile; whose breath 

Rides on the passing winds, and doth beUe 

All comers of the world, Kings, Queens and States, 

Maids, matrons, nay, the secrets of the gfrave 

This viperous slander enters." 

Now, in view of the power of the press for good and evil, 

I do most earnestly pray the Almighty to aid and encourage, 

to comfort and cherish, particularly here in America, a truth

ful and virtuous press. 

But a lying, slanderous one, let it not abide in our country! 

and may the eyes of those who support such a one be opened 

to the enormity of their offence ! 

May they see and understand that to buy and read 2^ 

slanderous history is to give aid, comfort and encouragement 

to vice: 

'* Which is a monster of so frightful mien, 

As to be hated needs but to be seen ; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, then embrace." 

The historian should be found upon the watch-tower of 

freedom sounding the alarm and giving notice of the insidi-
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0U8 approach of the enemies of liberty or working for the 

advancement of learning, the progress of science and art. 

l i e i^honld labor in the glorious cause of humanity for 

virtuous j' whatsoever things tend to produce the greatest happiness to 

the greatest number. 

And his noble efforts thus directed to the happiness of 

mankind should receive the sympathy and encouragement 

of all good people. Such men live in the memory of a 

grateful posterity as benefactors of their race. 

Magnanimous Hector will keep Homer fresh in the hearts 

of his readers so long as men continue to admire honor and 

bravery. 

Shakspeare, Bacon and Addison will never die, while our 

own Franklin, Jefferson and Irving will forever live in the 

hearts of their countrymen. 

If, in the following pages, the writer has prostituted his 

pen and thrown impediments in the way of his people and 

country to prosperity and happiness, in the impressive lan

guage of the poet: 

* * * " T h e wretch 

Living, shall forfeit fair renown. 

And, doubly dying, shall go down 

To the vile dust, from whence he sprung, 

Unwept, unhonored and unsung." 

Even the doom of the traitor, pronounced by the author of 

" Lalla Rookh," that he should live in sight of the glorious and 

ineffable joys of paradise without being permitted to enter— 

*' Beholding heaven and feeling heU," 

would not be too bad for him. 

iQ* 
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His object has been to amuse and interest, if not to in
struct, and he closes the preface to his book with the presump
tuous quotation from the poet: 

" My thoughts * are with the dead ; anon 

My place with them will be, 

And I with them shall travel on 

Through all futurity. 

Yet leaving here a name, I trust, 

That will not perish in the dust. 

Occasionally. 
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HISTOEY OF TEXAS. 

\i CHAPTER I. 

The Discovery of Texas claimed by France and Spain.—Its Settlement 

by the Spanish.—Origin of the Name.—Letters of Generals Jackson 

and Houston.—Mexican Troops expelled from Texas. 

r p i H E early history of Texas, like that of Greece, 
- ^ Rome, or the Oriental nations of the Old World, 

is somewhat involved in obscurity. For while dis* 
tincjuished French writers claim that La Salle took 
possession of the whole country from the Mississippi 
river to the Rio Grande in the year 1685, and made 
settlements therein for the glory and renown of their 
grand tnonarque Louis XIV., Spanish Iiistorians af
firm that De Soto, so far back as 1544, took possession 
of all the country lying west, as well as east of the 
Father of Waters., in the name of his most Catholic 
majesty, the King of Spain. 

But as the names given to all the principal rivers in 
Texas, such as Trinidad, Angelina, Brazos de Dios, 

Colorado, Neches, Xueces, Guadalupe, Salado, San 
1 
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Marcos, Frio, Pecos and Rio Grande, are Spanish, we 

may reasonably conclude that Spain, rather than 

France, first settled Texas. 

And yet even the name, Texas, is of doubtful origin, 
for Avhile some say that it w âs the name of the capi
tal village of the Nassonite Indians, others assert that 
it is derived from the Spanish word tejer, to weave, and 
applied to weaving the grass over and around their 
cottages; and others that it is from tejas, tiles, cover
ings, or cobw^ebs. 

The latter say that at an early day some Spaniards 
travelling the Camino del Rey, between San Antonio 
and the Hondo, camped on the Neches, and their com
mander, in the morning, beholding many spider-webs 
between himself and the rising sun, all spangled with 
dew drops and glittering like diamonds, joyfully ex
claimed : " Mij^a las tejas ! "—that is to say, " Look 
at the spider webs ! "—and named the land Texas. 

The records of the famous mission of the Alamo 
show that it was founded in 1703 by the order of St. 
Francis. 

Before that* time, in 1691, the Spaniards had made 
small settlements on the Hondo, Neches, and Guada
lupe, but on account of Indian hostilities they were 
abandoned. 

Not until 1715 were missions permanently est:ih-
lished and maintained at the Alamo, Concepcion, San 

i 
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ê Jose, and among the Aes and Nacogdoches Indian-, 
^̂•̂^̂  tUn near the present cities of San Augustine and Nacog

doches. 

From civil strife, troubles with the Indians, and 
••̂ ^̂Decapi other causes, the Spanish settlements did not flourish, 
'̂ ^̂ ^̂ n̂that for in 1765 the whole population of the province of 
''•'̂ eare,aDd Texas was estimated .at 1,500—one-half European, 
^̂̂ •011(1 their the other half domiciliated Indians; while the sum 
') tile\ cover- total of its exports and imports were estimated at only 

ninety thousand dollars per annum. 
QeSpaEiarl; Under Spanish despotism and priestcraft, immigra-
SaLAnt!;; tioii from other countries than Spain was prohibited, 
d their COI ^^^ Texas continued to languish until 1821, when 
spiderivek Moses Austin, the father of S. F. Austin, was empow -̂
andtjw'L ^^^^ to introduce colonists, w ĥo were to receive 640 
jorfLTri acres of land each, provided they were Roman Cath-
5av "Li olics, of good character and habits, and w'ould be 
jĵ j.-; faithful subjects of his Catholic majesty. 
fij ĵjp Moses Austin died in 1821, but his grant to found 
nierofy ^ colony in Texas was confirmed to his son, S. F. 

Austin on the 18th of February, 1823, by Iturbide, 
I J mode Emperor of Mexico, who, on the nineteenth of Mai*ch 
w, J, thereafter, abdicated, and gave way for the Republic 

of Mexico, under which Austin's grant ^vas confirmed 
on the fourteenth of April following, when he pro
ceeded to locate and settle San Filipe, as the capital 
of his colony. 

ler iveri-

?-h'' 
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Soon after, Hayden, Edwards, Sterling C. Robert
son, Martin de Leon, Green De Witt, James Powels, 
^M'Mullen, and Gloine, were also made empresarios, as 
the leaders of colonies were called, and authorized to 
introduce immigrants ; and made settlements at Gon
zales, Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, Liberty, and at Na
cogdoches. 

Besides those introduced by the empresarios, many 
immigrants came on their own account, and after look
ing round, exercised the divine right of Popes, Kings, 
and American citizens, squatter sovereignty,' they 
pitched their tents in the forest on streams of running 
water, built their rude houses, fenced in rich land, 
ploughed, planted, and—although often annoyed by 
Indians and thieves—made bountiful crops and happy 
homes. 

In December, 1832, when General Sam Houston, 
an ex-member of Congress, and ex-governor of Ten
nessee, from his voluntary exile among savages—with 
whom 

" Wrought upon, perplex'd in the extreme," 

he had sought relief—first came to Texas, he found 
but two houses between Jonesborough and Nacog
doches. 

After visiting San Filipe, San Antonio, and Natch
itoches, Louisiana, fascinated with the country, he 
settled in Nacogdoches. 

V 
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His name fills the brightest pages of Texan his
tory, and he is called t^Fathym-^ Temas. 

Yoakum says of him : 

"Among the new-comers into Texas in the year 1832 
was Sam Houston, late governor of the State of Ten
nessee, a man of extraordinary fortunes. By birth a 
Virginian, but brought up in Blount County, among 
the mountains of East Tennessee, he volunteered at an 
early age as a soldier in the army; was promoted to 
the rank of lieutenant; fought at the battle of the 
Horse-slioe, in which he was severely wounded; re
turned to Tennessee, where he attracted the attention 
of General Jackson, and was taken into his military 
family; w âs appointed Indian agent for the Chero
kees ; he afterward studied law, was elected attorney-
general for Tennessee, and major-general of the state 
militia; represented the Nashville district in Con
gress, and was elected governor of the state. He was 
appointed second lieutenant in the 39th regiment of 
infantry, by President Madison, on the 20th of April, 
1815, " to rank as such from the 20th of May, 1814; " 
and first lieutenant in the 1st regiment of infantry, by 
President Monroe, on the 5th of March, 1818, " to rank 
as such from the 1st of May, 1817." In November, 

[d̂ atcli' 1817, he was appointed sub-agent of the Cherokee In-
mtiT i*^ dians. Qn the 14th of December, 1821, he w âs elected 

major-general of the middle division of Tennessee 

(I 
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militia. In August of the years 1823 and 1825 he 
was elected a representative to Congress; and in 
August, 1827, he was chosen governor of the State of 
Tennessee; married—which soon proving unfortunate, 
he resigned his office of governor, and in April, 1829, 
went into voluntary exile among those Cherokee In
dians, for whom he had been agent twelve years before. 
But they had been removed, and in 1829 were living 
on the Indian lands near Cantonment Gibson. He had 
been adopted by the chief, Oolooteka, and on the 21st 
of October of the above-mentioned year was admitted 
to the rights of citizenship by an official act of the 
authorities of the nation. Among these people he sub
sisted by trade, making an occasional trip to the older 

. states. 

In June 1829, President Jackson thus wrote to him 
about his exile and misfortunes: 

"My affliction was great, and as much as I well could bear, when I 

parted with you on the 18th of January last. I then viewed you as on 

the brink of happiness, and rejoiced. About to be united in marriage 

to a beautiful young lady, of accomplished manners and of respectable 

connections, and of your own selection—you the governor of the state, 

and holding the affections of the people: these were your prospects 

when I shook you by the hand and hade you farewell! You can well 

judge of my astonishment and grief in receiving a letter from you, dated 

at Little Rock, A. T., l l t h of May, conveying the sad intelligence tlial, 

you were then a private citizen, ' an. exile from your countiy !' What 

reverse of fortune! How unstable are all human affairs!" 
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What a sad commentary on the emptiness of all 
earthly things? 

The vanity of fame, ambition gratified, the posses
sion of wealth, beauty, and power! 

Gov. Houston had them all, and yet, being unhappy, 
resigned them and went into voluntary exile among 
savages! 

But: 
"There's a divinity that shapes our ends, 

Rough-hew them how we will." 

Soon becoming weary of his life with the Indians, 
he quit them and returned again to his people, after 
which, with his majestic person and excellent mind, 
he became a Samson in the field and a Solomon in 

counsel. 

As an evidence of his masterly genius, which seemed 
then to foresee the glorious results of the Texas revo
lution, as it did later, the disastrous end of our late 
unhappy civil war, and in order to inform the reader 
what Texas then was under Mexican domination, and 
the brilliant future awaiting her, Ihere insert a genuine, 
verhhtim et literatim letter, which speaks for itself, 
from the beloved " yo thcr^^ 1 B W « , " to his life-long 
friend, the illustrious hero of Chalmette: 

I 
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NACHITOCES, La., Feb. 13, 1833. 

To PKESIDENT JACKSON : 

Dear Sir—Having been as far as Bexar, in the 
province of Texas, where I had an interview with the 
Comanche Indians, I am in possession of some informa
tion that will doubtless be interesting to you, and 
may be calculated to forward your views, if you 
should entertain any, touching the acquisition of 
Texas by the United States. That such a measure is 
desirable by nineteen-twentieths of the population of 
the province, I cannot doubt. They are now without 
law ŝ to govern or protect them. Mexico is involved 
in civil war. The Federal Constitution has never 
been in operation. The government is essentially 
despotic, and must be so for years to come. The ru
lers have not honesty, and the people have not intelli

gence. 

The people of Texas are determined to form a 
State government, and to separate from Coahuila; 
and unless Mexico is soon restored to order, and the 
Constitution revived and re-enacted, the Province of 
Texas will remain separate from the confederacy of 
Mexico. She has already beaten and expelled all the 
troops of Mexico from her soil, nor will she permit 
them to return. She can defend herself against the" 
whole power of Mexico; for really Mexico is power
less and penniless to all intents and purposes. Her 
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want of money, taken in connection w îth the course 
?xar iji f! which Texas nmist and will adopt, vrill render a trans-
ieŵ iti,] •̂ ^̂ " ^^ Texas inevitable to some power; and if the 

United States does not press for it, England will most 
assuredly obtain it by some .means. Now is a YQVJ 

important crisis for Texas, as relates to her future 
prosperity and safety, as well as the relation it is to 
bear toward the United States. If Texas is desirable 
to the United States, it is now in the most favorable 
attitude, perhaps, that it can be, to obtain it on fair 
terms. England is pressing her suit for it, but its 
citizens will resist if any transfer should be made of 
them to any other power but the United States. 

I have travelled nearly five hundred miles across 
Texas, and am now enabled to judge pretty correctly 
of the soil and the resources of the country. And I 
have no hesitation in pronouncing it the finest coun
try, to its extent, upon the globe; for the greater 
portion of it is richer and more healthy, in my opin
ion, than West Tennessee. There can be no doubt 
but the country east of the Rio Grande would sus
tain a population of ten millions of souls. My opin
ion is, that Texas will, by her members in convention, 
on the first of April, declare all that country as Texas 
proper, and form a State Constitution. I expect to 
be present at the convention, and will apprise you of 
the course adopted so soon as its members have taken 
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a final action. It is probable I may make Texas my 
abiding place; in adopting this course, I will 7iever 

forget the country of my birth. 
From this point I wdll notify the commissioners of 

the Indians at Fort Gibson of my success, which will 
reach you through the War Department. 

I have with much pride and inexpressible satisfac
tion seen your messages and proclamation touching the 
nullifiers of the South, and their " Peaceable reme
dies." God grant that you may save the Union ! It 
does seem to me that it is reserved for you, and you 
alone, to render millions so great a blessing. I hear 
all voices commend your course, even in Texas— 
where is felt the liveliest interest for the preservation 
of the Republic. 

Permit me to tender you my sincere felicitations, 
and most earnest solicitude for your health and hap-
ness—and your future glory, connected with the pro
sperity of the Union. 

Your friend and obedient servant, 

SAM HOUSTON. 

Gen. Houston did make this richer and m,ore heal-

thy country than West Tennessee his abiding place, 

and was chairman of the committee on the Constitu
tion in the convention which met at San Filipe on the 

firs 

?r 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 19 

^̂y first of April, 1833, but when he said in his letter to 
^^^i& Pi'esident Jackson: 

" She has already beaten and expelled all the troops 
"̂Hereof of Mexico from her soil, nor will she permit them to 
"icbil] return "—he spoke of the past, avhich I will explain. 

In June, 1832, Wm. B. Travis, and P. C. Jack, with 
1 1 1 

^ î̂trfac other Texans, were arrested and imprisoned by Col. 
ouchiiifftijj Bradburn, the commanding officer of Anahuac. 

"•"̂We reoif, Bradburn was a tyrannical and an overbearing man, 

Uion! It but Travis and Jack were popular, so their friends 
ou, and yo: endeavored to release them. 
^- Ik' They came on Bradburn unexpectedly, and he 
m Texâ- promised to release them, but asked time, in order to 
r̂eservatioi prepare for defence. 

In the meantime, he i)repared, mounted his cannon, 

elicitatiif and caused his assaulters to retire. 
til and iaf They demanded cannon of the commander of Fort 

til tlie pn Velasco, w^hich he refused, and they took the cannon 
by force. 

The commander, Capt. John Austin, the Alcalde of 
the 2d department of Austin colony, in reply to an 

[orsTO.Y. official letter of Col. Mexia, who came with a fleet of 

five vessels and 400 men to the mouth of the Brazos, 
.̂ .̂/,̂ ,, in order to find out and punish the offenders—thus 

• j ^ ; briefly gives this portion of the history of Texas: 

CmiM' " W e are farmers, and not soldiers; therefore desire 
^̂ (, that the military commandants shall not interfere A\'ith 
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US at all. Since 1830, we have been pretty muc 
governed militarily, and in such a despotic manner thaft 
we were finally driven to arms, to resist within their 
limits the military subalterns of the General Govern 
ment. We have not insulted the flag of our adopted^ 
country, as had been surmised from our first movements; 
but, on the contrary, we have sustained its true dignity, ^ 
and attacked those who had outraged it, by using it as 
a pretext for their encroachments upon the constitution 
and sovereignty of the State of Coahuila and Texas, 
and as a cover for their baseness and personal crimes. 

" The commandant of Fort Velasco acted under the 
orders of the commandant of Anahuac, Col. Juan 
Davis Bradburn. An investigation of the conduct of 
that officer will inform you fully of the details of many 
despotic and arbitary acts. He was sustained by the 
commandant of Nacogdoches, Col. Piedras, and by that 
of Fort Velasco, Lieut.-Col. Ugartechea, and, conse
quently, we were compelled to oppose them all. 

" Therefore we attacked Fort Velasco on the 26th 
of last month, wdth one hundred and twelve farmers, 
hastily collected, without discipline, and badly armed; 
and, after an obstinate and bloody engagement of 
eleven hours, \i surrendered, on the terms expressed in 
the enclosed copy of the capitulation—every article of 
which has been strictly comj^lied with on our part, be
sides furnishing the provisions needed for the troops." 

n 
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Col. Mexia was received kindly by the Texans, and 
after professing himself satisfied with their explana
tions, returned wdth his fleet and the garrison of the 
dismantled fort at Velasco to Mexico, in order to aid 

^^ Santa Anna in establishing the Plan of Vera Cruz. 
Hi\ The odious Bradburn after being forced to release 

l^^] his prisoners, escaped from the fort at Anahuac and 
gitai fled to New Orleans. 
tutiijt Among the persons who took part in the release of 

Travis and Jack, were the venerable Edwin Waller, 
Wm. J. Russell, Frank W. Johnson, Judge Munson, 
Andrew Mills, Wm. H. Wharton, Henry Brown, the 
father of John Henry Brown, and T. Bennett. 

The capture of Velasco took place on the 26th June, 
and was followed by that of Nacogdoches on the 2d 
August, 1832, which Kennedy thus describes: 

Piedras, the commandant at Nacogdoches, declined 
Mexia's invitation to join the "Liberating Army" in 
Mexico, which afforded the inhabitants of that place a 
pretext for expelling him. Declaring in favor of the 

Vera Cruz Plan, the Nacogdoches settlers attacked the 
garrison in their '•'•quartei,^'' and after protracted 
skirmishing, in which three Texans were killed and 

seven wounded, and eighteen Mexicans killed and 
^^frenty-two wounded, the latter evacuated their quar-

•̂ 4̂rs during the night and retreated towards the river 

^Jigelina. Pursued by a party of mounted men, who 

\ 

th 
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killed two of their number and wounded several, their | 
leader, Piedras, proposed a temporary cessation of hos
tilities; as it was late in the evening,, he was allowed I 
to occupy the house of an Anglo-American without 
molestation from the Texans. The next morning, the \ 
Mexicans, terrified by a deceptive report of the ap
proach of a large hostile force, surrendered at discre
tion, and, after being disarmed, were permitted to] 
continue their route to San Antonio de Bexar. Other 
garrisons withdrew into the interior about the samei 
time. The citizens of Bexar and the governor of the 
State openly declared for the Plan of Vera Cruz; po
litical unanimity generally prevailed, and in August, 
1832, Texas was free from military domination and 
internal strife. 

i 
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CHAPTER IL 
• ^ t l i o i i t 

'-̂ '•tlie The Convention of 1838, its members and action.—The Constitution and 

)f lljf J. Memorial prepared by it.—Austin takes the Constitution and Memorial 

of the Convention of 1833 to Mexico.—His Arrest and Imprisonment.— 

Col. AJmonte sent to Texas.—His Report ou Texas. 

n n i l E convention of 1833, at San Filipe, was com-
tî^ \;:i: -•- posed of the representative men of Texas, and 

nor of;: its action Avill ever command the respect of all true 
Cniz;p} lovers of liberty and self-government. 
n Aiii:!i«: Yoakum says of i t : 
ad 111;;. A body of more distinguished men had not met 

in Texas. Among them Avere Branch T. Archer, 
Stephen F. Austin, David G. Burnet, Sam Houston 
(one of the five delegates from Nacogdoches), J. B. Mil
ler, and William H. Wharton. The latter was chosen 
President of the convention. The members entered up
on their labors in earnest. The requisite committees 
were appointed: among them were the important com
mittees on the constitution and on a memorial to the 
supreme government of Mexico. Sam Houston was 
appointed chairman of the first, and David G. Burnet 
of the second named committee. The constitution 

I ramed was a model of republicanism, with now and 
' hen an indication, however, that some clauses were 
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inserted and some-principles retained to please th^] 
Mexican ear. The right of trial by jury, the writ oJ 
habeas corpus, the right of petition, freedom of the 
press, direct and universal suffrage, and all those 
clauses usual in a bill of rights, were inserted. On the 
subject of religious liberty, however, they were silent. 

The memorial throws so much light on the situatioi 
of Texas in 1833, explains so clearly the causes which 
led to the revolution, and is itself such a rare and ex
cellent document, that it is here inserted: 

TEXAN MEMOEIAL. 

Memorial of the Texan Convention of April, 1833, to 

the General Congress of the United Mexican States. 

The inhabitants of Texas, by their representatives 
elect in convention assembled, would respectfully ap
proach the national Congress, and present this their 
memorial, praying that the union which was estab
lished between Coahuila and Texas, whereby the two 
ancient provinces were incorporated into one free and 
independent state, under the name of "COAHUILA AND 

TEXAS," may be dissolved, abrogated, and perpetually 
cease; and that the inhabitants of Texas may be 
authorized to institute and establish a separate state 
government, which will be in accordance with the 
federal constitution and the constitutive act; and that 

i| 
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the state so constituted shall be received and incorpo
rated into the great confederation of Mexico, on terms 
of equality wdth the other states of the Union. 

To explain the grounds of this application, your me
morialists would respectfully invite the attention of the 
general Congress to the followdng considerations:— 

The consolidation of the late provinces of Coahuila 
and Texas was, in its nature, provisional, and, in its 
intention, temporary. The decree of the sovereign con
stituent Congress, bearing date the 7th of May, 1824, 
contemplates a separation, and guarantees to Texas the 
right of having a state government whenever she may 
be in a condition to ask for the same. That decree 
provides that, " so soon as Texas shall be in a condition 
to figure as a state of itself, it shall inform Congress 
thereof, for its resolution." The implication conveyed 
by this clause is plain and imperative; and vests in 
Texas as perfect a right as language can convey, unless 
it can be presumed that the sovereign constituent Con
gress, composed of the venerable fathers of the repub
lic, designed to amuse the good people of Texas by an 
illusory and disingenuous promise, clothed in all the 
solemnity of a legislative enactment. Your memorial
ists have too high a veneration for the memory of that 
illustrious body to entertain any apprehensions that 
such a construction will be given to their acts by their 

patriotic successors, the present Congress of Mexico. 
2 
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The decree is dated'anterior^o the adoption of the] 
federal constitution, and therefore, by a clear andf undaj 
mental principle of law and justice, it obviates the necesJ 
sity of recurring to the correspondent provision in th( 
fiftieth article of that instrument, which requires "tht 
ratification of three-fourths of the other states" ini 
order " to form a new state out of the limits of those 
that already exist." And it assures to Texas-—^by al) 
the sanctity of a legislative promise, in which the goo( 
faith of the Mexican nation is pledged—an exemption] 
from the delays and uncertainties that must resultj 
from such multiplied legislative discussion and resoluj 
tion. To give to the federal constitution, which is the j 
paramount law of the land, a retrospective operation^ 
would establish a precedent that might prove disasj 
trous to the whole system of the nation's juidsprudence 
and subversive of the very foundations of the govern
ment. 

The authority of precedents is decidedly in favor of| 
the position which your memorialists would respect 
fully sustain before the general Congress. By the 
Constitutive Act, adopted on the 31st of January, 1824^1 
Coahuila, New Leon, and Texas were joined together,^ 
and denominated THE INTERNAL EASTERN STATE. By a 
law passed by the constituent Congress on the 7th of 
May, 1824, that union was dissolved, and the province 
of New Leon was admitted into the confederacy as an 
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independent state. It is on the second article of this 
law that the people of Texas now predicate their right 
to a similar admission. The constituti\'<3 act, above 
mentioned, consolidated the late provinces of Chihua
hua, Durango, an'l i^ew ^Mexico, under the st\ le of 
" the internal northern state;" and on tlie 22(1 of -^fay, 
1824, a summary law decreed that "Durango should 
form a state of the Mexican Confederation," and she 
was admitted accordingly. The same privilege was 
extended to Chihuahua by a decree of the 6th of July 
of the same year. These conjunct provinces stood, at 
the period of their separation, in precisely the same 
relation to the federal government that Texas and 
Coahuila now occupy. They have been separated and 
erected into free and independent states in a summary 
manner; and the same right was guaranteed " when
ever she should be in a condition to accept it." The 
other case, of Sonora and Sinaloa, is materially variant 
in matter of fact. Those provinces were originally in
corporated into the confederation as one state, with
out any antecedent condition or guarantee; and, at the 
adoj)tion of the present constitution, they justly be
came liable to all the forms and restrictions prescribed 
in that national pact. 

We would further suggest to the honorable Con
gress that the present juncture is peculiarly felicitous 
for dispensing wdth interminable and vexatious forms. 
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The federal government is wisely employed in adopt
ing important organic improvements, and aiming at a 
salutary renovation of the political system. The dis
asters of an eventful civil convulsion are yielding to 
the regenerating influences of domestic concord and 
improved experience; and every department of the 
confederacy is open to such needful modifications as 
the wisdom of the renewed Congress may designate. 
Texas solicits, as her portion in the general reforma-1 
tion, to be disenthralled from her unhappy connec
tion with Coahuila; and she avails herself of this 
opportunity, by means of her chosen delegates, who | 
are the authorized organs of the people, to commu
nicate " to the general Congress" that she is now 
" in a situation to figure as a state by herself," and is 
profoundly solicitous that she may be permitted to 
do so. 

The general Congress may possibly consider the 
mode of this comlnunication as informal. To this sug
gestion we would, with great deference, reply, that the 
events of the past year have not only violated the 
established forms and etiquette of the government, but 
have suspended, at least, its vital functions; and it 
would appear exceedingly rigorous to exact from the 
inhabitants of Texas, living on a remote frontier of 
the republic, a minute conformity to unimportant 
punctilios. The ardent desire of the people is made 
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known to the Congress through their select representa
tives, the most direct and unequivocal medium by 
A\ hich they can possibly be conveyed; and surely the 
enlightened Congress will readily concur with us in 
the sentiment that the wishes and w\ants of the people 
form the best rule for legislative guidance. The peo
ple of Texas consider it not only an absolute right, 
but a most sacred and imperative duty to themselves, 
and to the Mexican nation, to represent their wants in 
a respectful manner to the general government, and to 
solicit the best remedy of which the nature of their 
grievances will admit. Should they utterly fail in this 
duty, and great and irremediable evils ensue, the peo
ple would have reason to reproach themselves alone; 
and the general Congress, in whom the remedial power 
resides, would also have reason to censure their supine-
ness and want of fidelity to the nation. Under this 
view, we trust the Congress will not regard with ex
cessive severity any slight departure which the good 
people of Texas may in this instance have made from 
the ordinary formalities of the government. 

And we would further suggest to the equitable con
sideration of the federal Congress that, independent 
of and anterior to the express guarantee contained in 
the decree of the 7th of May, 1824, the right of hav
ing a separate state government was vested in and be
longed to Texas, by the fact that she participated as 
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a distinct province in the toils and sufferings by 
which the glorious emancipation of Mexico w âs 
achieved, and the present happy form of government 
Avas established. The subsequent union Avith Coa
huila was a temporary .compact, induced by a sup
posed expediency, arising from an inadequate popula
tion on the part of Texas " to figure as a state of itself." 
This inducement Avas transient in its nature; and the 
compact, like all similar agreements, is subject to ab
rogation, at the will of either party, AA'henever the de
sign of its creation is accomplished, or is ascertained 
to be impracticable. The obvious design of the union 
betAA êen Coahuila and Texas Avas, on the one part, at 
least, the more effectually to secure the peace, safety 
and happiness of Texas. That design has not been 
accomplished, and facts piled upon facts afford a mel
ancholy evidence that it is utterly impracticable. Tex
as never has and never can derive from the connection 
benefits in any Avise commensurate with the evils she 
has sustained, and which are daily increasing in num
ber and in magnitude. 

But our reasons for the proposed separation are 
more explicitly set forth in the subjoined remarks. 

The history of Texas, from its earliest settlement to 
the present time, exhibits a series of practical neglect 
and indifference to all her peculiar interests on the 
part of each successive government which has had the 

\ 
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control of her political destinies. The recollection of 
these things is calculated to excite the most pungent 
regrets for the past, and the most painful forebodings 
for the future. Under the scA^eral regal dominions, 
Texas presented the gloomy spectacle of a province 
profusely endoAved by nature, abandoned and con
signed to desolation by the profligate avariciousness of 
a distant despot. The tj-rants of Spain regarded her 
only as a couA^enient barrier to the mines of the adja
cent provinces; and the more w^aste and depopulated 
she was, the more effectually she answ^ered their self
ish and unprincipled purpose. Her agricultui-al 
resources were either unknown, or esteemed of no value 
to a government anxious only to sustain its wasting 
magnificence by the sih^er and gold wrung from the 
prolific bosom of Mexico. To foster the agricultural 
interests of any portion of her splendid viceroyalty, 
or her circumjacent conquests, Avas ncA êr the favorite 
pi)licy of Spain. To have done so, would have nur
tured in her remote dominions a hardy and industri
ous population of yeomanry, Avho haA ê ever proved 
the peculiar dread of tyrants, and the best assurance 
of a nation's independence. 

I t was natural, then, that the royal miscreants of 
Spain should regard Texas AAdth indifference, if not 
with a decided and malignant aversion to her im
provement. But it Avould be both unnatural and 
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erroneous to attribute similar motives to the paternal 
government of independent, confederate, republican 
Mexico. She can have no interest averse to the com
mon weal; can feel no desire to depress the agricul
tural faculties of any portion of her common terri
tory ; and can entertain no disquieting jealousies that 
should prompt her to dread the increase or to mar 
the prosperity of any portion of her agricultural 
population. These are the best, the broadest, and the 
most durable bases of her free institutions. 

We must look to other causes, therefore, for the 
lamentable negligence that has hitherto been mani
fested toward the prosperity of Texas. The fact of 
such negligence is beyond controversy. The melan
choly effects of it are apparent in both her past and 
present condition. The cause must exist somewhere. 
We believe it is principally to be found in her politi
cal annexation to Coahuila. That conjunction was, in 
its origin, unnatural and constrained; and the longer 
it is continued, the more disastrous it will prove. The 
tAVO territories are disjunct in all their prominent re
spective relations. In point of locality, they approxi
mate only by a strip of sterile and useless territory, 
Avhich must long remain a comparative Avilderness, 
and present many serious embarrassments to that 
facility of intercourse which should ahvays exist 
between the seat of government and its remote popu-
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lation. In respect to commerce and its various intri
cate relations, there is no community of interests 
betAvcen them. The one is altogether interior; is 
consequently abstracted from all participation in 
maritime concerns; and is naturally indifferent, if not 
adverse, to any system of polity that is calculated to 
promote the diversified and momentous interests of 
commerce. The other is blest wdth many natural 
advantages for extensive commercial operations, 
AÂ hich, if properly cultivated, would render many 
valuable accessions to the national marine, and a large 
increase to the national rev^enues. The importance 
of an efficient national marine is CAdnced, not only by 
the history of other and older goA^ernments, but by the 
rich halo of glory Avhich encircles the brief annals of 
the Mexican navy. In point of climate and of natural 
productions, the tAVO territories are equally dissimi
lar. Coahuila is a pastoral and a mining country: 
Texas is characteristically an agricultural district. 
The occupations incident to these various intrinsic 
properties are equally various and distinct; and a 
course of legislation that may be adapted to the en
couragement of the habitual industry of the one 
district might present only embarrassment and per
plexity, and prove fatally deleterious to the prosperity 
of the other. 

I t is not needful, therefore—neither do Ave desire 
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—to attribute any sinister or invidious design to thj 

legislative enactments or to the domestic economics 

policy of Coahuila (AÂ hose ascendancy in the join] 
councils of the state gives her an uncontrolled an^ 

exclusive power of legislation), in order to ascertail 

the origin of the evils that affect Texas, and which, \\ 

permitted to exist, must protract her feeble and d( 

pendent pupilage to a period coeval with- such exisi 

ence. Neither is it important to Texas whether thos 

evils have proceeded from a sinister policy in the pre 

dominant influences of Coahuila, or whether they ar^ 

the natural results of a union that is naturally adl 

verse to her interests. The effects are equally re 

pugnant and injurious, whether emanating from thî  

one or the other source. 

Bexar, the ancient capital of Texas, presents â  

faithful but a gloomy picture of her general want of ^ 

protection and encouragement. Situated in a fertile,| 

picturesque, and healthful region, and established a 

century and a half ago (within which period popu-S 

lous and magnificent cities have sprung into existence), 

she exhibits only the decrepitude of age—sad testi-^ 

monials of the absence of that political guardianshij! 

which a wise government should always bestow upon 

the feebleness of its exposed frontier settlements. A | 

hundred and seventeen years have elapsed since Go
liad and Nacogdoches assumed the distinctive name 
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of toAvns, and they are still entitled only to the 
diminutive appellation of villages. Other military 
and missionary establishments have been attempted, 
but, from the same defect of protection and encour
agement, they have been swept away, and scarcely a 
vestige remains to rescue their locations from oblivion. 

We do not mean to attribute these specific disasters 
to the union with Coahuila, for we knoAV they trans
pired long anterior to the consummation of that 
union. But we do maintain that the same political 
causes, the same want of protection and encourage
ment, the same mal-organization and impotency of 
the local and minor faculties of the government, the 
same improvident indifference to the peculiar and 
vital interests of Texas, exist now that operated then. 
Bexar is still exposed to the depredations of her 
ancient enemies, the insolent, AdndictiA^e, and faith
less Comanches. Her citizens are still massacred, 
their cattle destroyed or driven aAvay, and their A êiy 
habitations threatened, by a tribe of erratic and 
undisciplined Indians, Avhose audacity has derived 
confidence from success, and Avhose long-continued 
aggressions have invested them with a fictitious and 
excessiA'-e terror. Her schools are neglected, her 
churches desolate, the sounds of human industry 
are almost hushed, and the Â oice of gladness and 
festivity is converted into Availing and lamentacioiu 
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by the disheartening and multiplied evils Avhich sur
round her defenceless population. Goliad is still 
kept in constant trepidation; is paralyzed in all her 
efforts for improvement; and is harassed on all her 
borders by the predatory incursions of the Wacoes, 
and other insignificant bands of savages, whom a 
Avell-organized local government would soon subdue 
and exterminate. 

These are facts, not of history merely, on Avhich 
the imagination must dAvell Avith an unwilling melan
choly, but they are events of the present day, Avhich 
the present generation feel in all their dreadful 
reality. And these facts, revolting as they are, are 
as a fraction only in the stupendous aggregate of our 
calamities. Our misfortunes do not proceed from 
Indian depredations alone; neither are they confined 
to a fcAV isolated, impoverished, and almost tenantless 
towns. They pervade the AÂ hole territory—operate 
upon the Avhole population—and are as diversified 
in character as our public interests and necessities are 
various. Texas at large feels and deplores an utter 
destitution of the common benefits which have usually 
accrued from the worst system of internal govern
ment that the patience of mankind ever tolerated. 
She is virtually Avithout a government; and if she is 
not precipitated into all the unspeakable horrors of 
anarchy, it is only because there is a redeeming spirit 
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among the people, Avhich still infuses some moral 
energy into the miserable fragments of authority that 
exist among us. We are perfectly sensible that a 
large portion of our population, usually denominated 
" the colonists," and composed of Anglo-Americans, 
have been greatly calumniated before the Mexican 
government. But could the honorable Congress 
scrutinize strictly into our real condition—could they 
see and understand the wretched confusion, in all the 
elements of government, Avhich we daily feel and de-
plore-^our ears Avould no longer be insulted, nor our 
feelings mortified, by the artful fictions of hireling 
emissaries from abroad, nor by the malignant asper
sions of disappointed military commandants at home. 

Our grievances do not so much result from any 
positive misfeasance on the part of the present state 
authorities, as from the total absence, or the very 
feeble and mutile dispensation, of those restrictiA^e 
influences which it is the appropriate design of the 
social compact to exercise upon the people, and Avhich 
are necessary to fulfil the ends of civil society. We 
complain more of the ivant of all the important at-
ti'ibutes of gOA^ernment, than of the abuses of any. 
We are sensible that all human institutions are es
sentially imperfect. But there are relative degrees 
of perfection in modes of government as in other 
matters, and it is both natural and right to aspire to 
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that mode which is most likely to accomplish its 
legitimate purpose. This is wisely declared in our 
present state constitution, to be "the happiness of 
those Avho compose it." I t is equally obvious that 
the happiness of the people is more likely to be 
secured by a local than by a remote government. 
In the one case, the governors are partakers, in com
mon with the gOA^erned, in all the political evils 
which result to the community, and have therefore a 
personal interest in so discharging their respective 
functions as Avill best secure the common w^elfare. 
In the other supposition, those vested with authority 
are measurably exempt from the calamities that 
ensue an abuse of poAver, and may very conveniently 
subserve their own interests and ambition, while they 
neglect or destroy " the welfare of the associated." 

But, independent of these general truths, there are 
some impressive reasons why the peace and happiness 
of Texas demand a local government. Constituting 
a remote frontier of the republic, and bordering on 
a powerful nation, a portion of whose population, in 
juxtaposition to hers, is notoriously profligate and 
laAvless, she requires, in a peculiar and emphatic 
sense, the vigorous application of such laAvs as are 
necessary, not only to the preservation of good order, 
the protection of property, and the redress of per
sonal wrongs, but such also as are essential to the 
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prevention of illicit commerce, to the security of the 
pu^'dc revenues, and to the avoidance of serious 
collision Avith the authorities of the neighboring 
republic. That such a judicial administration is im
practicable under the present arrangement, is too 
forcibly illustrated by the past to admit of any 
rational hope for the future. 

I t is an acknowledged principle in the science of 
jurisprudence, that the prompt and certain infliction 
of mild and humane punishment is more efficacious 
for the prevention of crime than a tardy and precari
ous administration of the most sanguinary penal code. 
Texas is virtually denied the benefit of this benevolent 
rule by the locality and the character of her present 
government. Crimes of the greatest atrocity may go 
unpunished, and hardened criminals triumph in their 
iniquity, because of the difficulties and delays which 
encumber her judicial system, and necessarily inter
vene a trial and conviction, and the sentence and the 
execution of the law. Our " supreme tribunal of 
justice " holds its sessions upward of seA ên hundred 
miles distant from our central population; and that 
distance is greatly enlarged, and sometimes made im
passable, by the casualties incident to a "mai7" con
ducted Ijy a single horseman through a Avilderness 
often infested by vagrant and murderous Indians. 
Before sentence can be pronounced by the local courts 
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on persons charged Avith the most atrocious crimes, a 
copy of the process must be transmitted to an asses
sor, resident at Leona Vicario (Saltillo), Avho is too 
far removed from the scene of guilt to appreciate the 
importance of a speedy decision, and is too much 
estranged from our civil and domestic concerns to 
feel the miseries that result from a total Avant of legal 
protection in person and property. But our difficul
ties do not terminate here. After the assessor shall 
have found leisure to render his opinion, and final 
judgment is pronounced, it again becomes necessary 
to resort to the capital to submit the tardy sentence 
to the supreme tribunal for " approbation, revocation, 
or modification," before the judgment of the laAV can 
be executed. Here Ave have again to encounter the 
vexations and delays incident to all governments 
AA'here those Avho exercise its most interesting func
tions are removed by distance from the people on 
Avhom they operate, and for whose benefit the social 
compact is created. 

These repeated delays, resulting from the remote
ness of our courts of judicature, are pernicious in ' 
many respects. They involve heavy expenses, Avhich, 
in civil suits, are excessively onerous to litigants, and 
give to the rich and influential such manifold advan
tages over the poor as operate to an absolute exclusion 
of the latter from the remedial and protective bene-
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fits of the law. They offer seductive opportunities 
and incitements to bribery and corruption, and en
danger the sacred purity of the judiciary, which, of 
all the branches of the government, is most intimate
ly associated with the domestic and social happiness 
of man, and should therefore be not only sound and 
pure, but unsuspected of the venal infection. They 
present insuperable difficulties to the exercise of the 
corrective right of recusation, and virtually nullify 
the constitutional poAver of impeachment. In crimi
nal actions they are no less injurious. They are 
equivalent to a license to iniquity, and exert a danger
ous influence on the moral feelings at large. Before 
the tedious process of the laAV can be complied with, 
and the criminal—whose hands are perhaps imbrued 
in a brother's blood—be made to feel its retributive 
justice, the remembrance of his crime is partially 
effaced from the public mind; and the righteous 
arbitrament of the laAV, Avhich, if promptly executed, 
would have received universal approbation, and been 
a salutary warning to evil-doers, is impugned as vin
dictive and cruel. The popular feeling is changed 
from a just indignation of crime, into an amiable but 
mistaken sympathy for the criminal; and an easy and 
natural transition is converted into disgust and disaf
fection toward the gOA^ernment and its laAvs. 

These are some of the evils that result from the 
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annexation of Texas to Coahuila, and the exercise of 
legislative and judicial powers by the citizens ^ 
Coahuila over the citizens of Texas. The catalog' 
might be greatly enlarged, but Ave forbear to tresp; 
on the time of the honorable Congress (confiding to 
the worthy citizens who shall be charged with th 
high duty of presenting this memorial and the pro 
col of a constitution Avhich the people of Texas ha 
framed, as the basis of their future go\^ernment, th^ 
more explicit enunciation of them). Those evils 
not likely to be diminished, but they may be exceed! 
ingly aggravated by the fact that that political COIKI 

nection was formed without the cordial approbation 
of the people of Texas, and is daily becoming mora 
odious to them. Although it may have received theiif 
reluctant acquiescence, in its inception, before its 
e\i\ consequences were developed or foreseen, the 
arbitrary continuance of it now, after the experien 
of nine years has demonstrated its ruinous tendenci 
would invest it \Adth some of the most offensi 
features of usurpation. Your memorialists entertai: 
an assured confidence that the enlightened Congrei 
of Mexico will never give their high sanction to any
thing that Avears the semblance of usurpation or ofi 
arbitrary coercion. 

The idea may possibly occur, in the deliberations 
of the honorable Congress, that a territorial organizi 
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tion would cure our political maladies, and effectuate 
the great purposes Avhich induce this application; and 
plausible reasons may be advanced in favor of it. 
But the Avisdom of Congress Avill readily detect the 
fallacy of these reasons, and the mischief consequent to 
such vain sophistry. In this remote section of the re
public, a territorial gOA'ernment must, of necessity, be 
divested of one essential and radical principle in all 
popular institutions—the immediate responsibility of 
public agents to the people Avhom they serve. The 
appointments to office AÂ ould, in such case, be vested in 
the general government; and although such appoint
ments should be made with the utmost circumspection, 
the persons appointed, Avhen once arrayed in the ha
biliments of office, Avouid be too far remoA'ed from the 
appointing po\ver to feel the restraints of a vigilant 
supervision and a direct accountability. The dearest 
rights of the people might be violated, the public 
treasures squandered, and every variety of imposition 
and iniquity practised, under the specious pretext of 
political necessity, Avhich the far-distant governinent 
could neither detect nor control. 

And Ave would further present, Avith great deference, 
that the institution of a territorial government Avould 
confer upon us neither the form nor the substance of 
our high guarantee. I t Avould, indeed, diversify our 
miseries, by opening ncAv avenues to peculation and 
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abuse of power; but it Avould neither remove our diffi. 
culties nor place us in the enjoyment of our equal and 
vested rights. The only and adequate remedy that your 
memorialists can dcAdse, and which they ardently hope 
the collective wdsdom of the nation will approve, is to 
be found in the establishment of a local state goverinr 

ment. We believe that if Texas were endowed Avith 
the faculties of a state government, she would be com
petent to remedy the many evils that now depress her 
energies, and frustrate every effort to develop and 
bring into usefulness the natural resources which a 
beneficent Providence has conferred upon her. We 
believe that a local legislature, composed of citizens 
who feel and participate in all the calamities Avhich 
encompass us, would be enabled to enact such conser
vative, remedial, and punitive laAVS, and so to organize 
and put into operation the municipal and inferior 
authorities of the country, as would inspire universal 
confidence; Avould encourage the immigration of vir
tuous foreigners—prevent the ingress of fugitives from 
the justice of other countries—check the alarming ac
cumulations of ferocious Indians, whom the domestic 
policy of the United States of the North is rapidly 
translating to our borders; Avould give impulse and 
vigor to the industry of the people—secure a cheerful 
subordination and a faithful adhesion to the state and 
general governments; and would render Texas what 
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she ought to be—a strong arm of the republic, a terror 
to foreign invaders, and an example of peace and 
prosperity—of advancement in the arts and sciences, 
and of devotion to the Union—to her sister states. 
We believe that an executive chosen from among our
selves would feel a more intense interest in our politi
cal welfare, would Avatch with more vigilance over our 
social concerns, and would contribute more effectually 
to the purposes of his appointment. We believe that 
a local judiciary, drawn from the bosom of our own 
peculiar society, would be enabled to administer the 
laws with more energy and promptitude—to punish 
the disobedient and refractory—to restrain the vicious-
ness of the wicked—to impart confidence and security 
of both person and property to peaceable citizens—to 
conserve and perpetuate the general tranquillity of the 
state—and to render a more efficient aid to the co-ordi
nate powers of the government in carrying into effect 
the great objects of its institution. We believe that, 
if Texas were admitted to the Union as a separate 
state, she would soon "figure" as a brilliant star in 
the Mexican constellation, and would shed a new 
splendor around the illustrious city of Montezuma. 
We believe she would contribute largely to the na
tional Avealth and aggandizement—Avould furnish ncAV 
staples for commerce, and new materials for manufac
tures. The cotton of Texas would gi\^e employment 
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to ~:̂ he artisans of Mexico; and the precious metals, 
AA'hich are noAV flowing into the coffers of England, 
would be retained at home, to rcAvard the industry 
and remunerate the ingenuity of natiA^e citizens. 

The honorable Consrress need not be informed that 
a large portion of the population of Texas is of foreign 
origin. They have been invited here by the munifi
cent liberality and plighted faith of the Mexican go
vernment ; and they stand pledged, by every moral and 
religious principle, and by every sentiment of honor, 
to requite that liberality, and to reciprocate the faith
ful performance of the guarantee to "protect their 
liberties, property, and civil rights," by a cheerful de
dication of their moral and physical energies to the ad
vancement of their adopted country. But it is also appa
rent to the intellio-ence of the honorable Cono-ress that 
the best mode of securing the permanent attachment 
of such a population is, to incorporate them into the 
federal system, on such equitable terms as Avill redress 
every grievance, remoA ê every cause of complaint, and 
insure, not only an identity of interests, but an eventual 
blendino; and assimilation of all that is noAV foreî jn 
and incongruous. The infancy of imperial Rome was 
carried to an early adolescence by the free and unre
stricted admission of foreigners to her social compact. 
England never aspired to "the dominion of the seas" 
until she had united the hardiness of Scotland and the 
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gallantry of Ireland to her native proAvess. Fraji.ce 
derives her greatness from the early combination of 
the Salii, the Frank, and the Burgundian. And Mex
ico may yet realize the period when the descendants 
of Montezuma will rejoice that their coalition Avith 
the descendants of Fernando Cortez has been streno-tli-
ened and embellished by the adoption into their nation
al family of a people draAvn by their own gratuitous 
hospitality from the land of Washington and of free
dom. 

For these and other considerations, your memorial
ists Avould solemnly invoke the magnanimous spirit of 
the Mexican nation, concentrated in the Avisdom and 
patriotism of the federal Congress. And they Avould 
respectfully and ardently pray that the honorable 
Congress would extend tlieir remedial power to this 
obscure section of the republic; would cast around it 
" the sovereign mantle of the nation," and adopt it 
into a free and plenary participation of that " consti
tutional regime'''' of equal sisterhood AA'hich alone can 
rescue it from the miseries of an ill-organized, ineffi
cient, internal government, and can reclaim this fair 
and fertile region from the worthlessness of an unten
anted w^aste, or the more fearful horrors of barbarian 
inundation. 

Your memorialists, on behalf of their constituents, 

would, in conclusion, avail themselves of this oppor-

1 J 
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tunity to tender to the honorable Congress their cor-
dial adhesion to t\ieplan of Zavaleta ; and to express 
their felicitations on the happy issue of the late un
happy conflict. They would also declare their grati
tude to the patriot-chief and his illustrious associates 
whose propitious conquests have saved from profana
tion " the august temple in which we have deposited 
the holy ark of our federal constitution," and have 
secured the ultimate triumph of the liberal and en
lightened principles of genuine republicanism. And 
they would unite their fervent aspirations with the 
prayers that must ascend from the hearts of all good 
Mexicans, that the Supreme Ruler of the universe, 
who " doeth his will in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth," would vouchsafe to this 
glorious land the blessings of peace and tranquillity; 
would preserve it, in all future time, from the horrors 
of civil discord; and would shed down upon its ex
tended population the increased and increasing efful
gence of light and liberty which is fast irradiating the 
Eul^opean continent, and extirpating the relics of 
feudal despotism of the antiquated errors of a barbar
ous age from the civilized world. 

DAVID G. BURNET, 

Chairman of the Committee, 
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But a feeling of distrust or jealousy of their Texan 
colonists seems at this time to have swayed the 
councils of Mexico, for when Stephen F. Austin pre
sented this constitution and memorial to that gOA êrn-
ment, then centralized under the entire control of 
Santa Anna, he was arrested and kept in Mexico, till 
September, 1835. 

To the eloquent appeals of the memorial, the Mexi
can authorities, in imitation of the conduct of Great 
Britain just before the memorable contest for Inde
pendence, when petitions from her American colo
nists were presented—turned a deaf ear. 

In the spring of 1834, while Stephen Austin was 
languishing in a Mexican prison. Colonel Joan Al
monte was commissioned by the Supreme Government 
to visit Texas, and report his observations to the 
Executive, Avhich are so pertinent that the folloAving 
extracts are here inserted: 

" This report," he observes, " although imperfect, 
will afford some idea of what Texas is, and what it 

was. 

" What it will be, it is not difficult to anticipate. 
If we consider the extraordinary and rapid advances 
that industry has made; its adA'antageous geographical 
position, its harbors, the easy navigation of its 
rivers, the variety of its productions, the fertility of 
the soil, the climate, etc.,—the conclusion is, that 

3 
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Texas must soon be the most flourishing section of 
the Republic. There is no difficulty in explaining 
the reason of this prosperity. In Texas, Avith the 
exception of some disturbers (con ecepcion de algunos 

revoltosos), they only think of growing the sugar
cane, cotton, maize, wheat, tobacco; the breeding of 
cattle, opening of roads, and rendering the rivers 
navigable. Moreover, the effects of our political 
commotions are not felt there, and often it is only 
by mere chance our dissensions are known. Situated 
as Texas is, some 450 leagues from the capital of the 
Federation, it is easy to conceive the rapidity of its 
progress in population and industry, for the reason 
that Texas is out of the reach of the civil wars that 
have unfortunately come upon us. The inhabitants 
of that country continue, without interruption, to 
devote themselves to industrious occupations, giving 
value to the lands with which they have been favored 
by the munificence of the Government. 

" If, then, the position of Texas is so advantageous, 
Avhy should not the Mexicans participate in its bene
fits? Are not they the owners of those valuable 
lands ? Are they not capable of encountering dan
gers with firmness and courage ? Let small companies 
be formed; enter into contracts with agricultural 
laborers; appoint to each of the companies its over
seer, agent, or colonial director; and I will be the 

1 
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surety that, in less than one or tAvo years, by the 
concession of elcA^en-league grants of land, AA'hich Avill 
not cost perhaps more than a trifle for the stamped 
')ai)er on Avhich the title is made out, the grants Avill 

^ converted into a property AÂ orth more than from 
een to tAventy thousand dollars. Let those who 

to test the worth of this assurance visit the 
itions of the colonists, and they will perceive 

0 dreamer." 
s is possible," he proceeds to say, " I return 

as colonial director, I shall haA'e great 
affording to purchasers of land and Mex-

^rrfipresarios all the information in my poAver for 
the better colonization of the country. I do not 
hesitate particularly to assure retired officers and 
invalids, that the best way to provide for their families 
is to solicit permission of the Government to capital
ize their pay, and go and colonize Texas. There 
they Avill find peace and industry, and obtain rest in 
their old age, Avhich, in all probability, will not be 
found in the centre of the Republic." 

The report opens Avith a general notice of Texas, 
and then enters upon separate statistical details re
specting the three departments—Bexar, the Brazos, 
and Nacogdoches. My object being to adduce the 
Commissioner's authority as Mexican eA'idence to 
fact, I shall refer to his testimony in the order of his 

^ 
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own arrangement. The investigation commenced in 
the spring, and terminated in the autumn of 1834. 

"The population of Texas," states the report, 
" extends from Bexar to the Sabine River, and in 
that direction there are not more than 25 leagues of 
unoccupied territory to occasion some incouA^enience 
to the traveller. The most difficult part of the jour
ney to Texas is the space betAveen the Rio Grande 
and Bexar, which extends a little more than 50 
leagues by what is called the Upper Road, and 
above 65 leagues by the way of Loredo. These dif
ficulties do not arise from the badness of the road 
itself, but from the absence of population, rendering 
it necessary to carry provisions and even Avater 
during summer, when it is scarce in this district. 
This tract is so flat and rich in pasturage that it 
may be travelled with sufficient relays, and at a 
suitable speed, without the fear of Avanting forage. 

" I n 1806 the department of Bexar contained two 
municipalities: San Antonio de Bexar, with a popu
lation of 5,000 souls, and Goliad, AAdth 1,400; total, 
6,400. In 1834 there Avere four municipalities, 
Avith the following population respectively:—San 
Antonio de Bexar, 2,400; Goliad, 700; Victoria, 
300; San Patricio, 600; total 4,000. Deducting 
600 for the municipality of San Patricio (an Irish 
settlement), the Mexican population had declined 
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from 6,400 to 3,400 between 1806 and 1834. This 
is the only district of Texas in Avhich there are no 
negro laborers. Of the various colonies introduced 
into it, only two have prospered; one of Mexicans, on 
the river Guadalupe, by the road AA'hich leads from 
Goliad to San Felipe; the other of Irish, on the river 
Nueces, on the road from Matamoras to Goliad. 
With the exception of San Patricio, the entire dis
trict of Bexar is peopled by Mexicans. The greater 

part of the lands of Bexar can easily be irrigated, 

and there is no doubt that so soon as the Govern
ment, compassionating the lot of Texas, shall send a 
respectable force to chastise the savages, the Mex
icans will gladly hasten to colonize those valuable 
lands which court their labor. 

" Extensive undertakings cannot be entered on in 
Bexar, as there is no individual capital exceeding 
10,000 dollars. All the provisions raised by the in
habitants are consumed in the district. The Avild 
horse is common, so as rarely to be valued at more 
than 20 rials (about 10 shillings British) when 
caught. Cattle are cheap; a cow and a calf not 
being AVorth more than 10 dollars, and a young bull 
or heifer from 4 to 5 dollars. Sheep are scarce, not 
exceeding 5,000 head. The Avhole export trade is 
confined to from 8,000 to 10,000 skins of various 
kinds, and the imports to a few articles from New 
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Orleans, Avhich are exchanged in San Antonio for 
peltry or currency. 

" There is one school in the capital of the Depart
ment supported by the municipality, but apparently 
the funds are so reduced as to render the maintenance 
of even this useful establishment impossible. What 
is to be the fate of those unhappy Mexicans who 
dwell in the midst of savages without hope of civili
zation ? Goliad, Victoria, and even San Patricio, 
are similarly situated, and it is not difficult to foresee 
the consequences of such a state of things. In the 
whole depai'tment there is but one curate, the Adcar 
died of cholera morbus in September last. 

" The capital of the Department of the Brazos is 
San Felipe de Austin, and its principal toAvns are the 
said San Felipe, Brazoria, Matagorda, Gonzalez, Har
risburg, Mina, and Velasco. The district containing 
these towns is that which is generally called ' Aus
tin's Colony.' 

" The following are the municipalities and toAvns 
of the Department, with the population: San 
Felipe, 2,500; Columbia, 2,100; Matagorda, 1,400; 
Gonzalez, 900; Mina, 1,100; total, 8,000. ToAvns: 
Brazoria, Harrisburg, Velasco, Bolivar. In the po
pulation are included 1,000 negroes, introduced under 
certain conditions guaranteed by the State Govern
ment {introducidos bajo ciertas condiciones, garanti-
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zadas por el gobierno del estado) ; and although it is 
true that a fcAV African slaves have been imported 
into Texas, yet it has been done contrary to the 
opinion of the respectable settlers, who were unable 
to prevent it. I t is to be hoped that this traffic has 
already been stopped; and it is desirable that a laAv 
of the General Congress and of the State should fix 
a maximum period for the introduction of negroes 
into Texas, as servants to the empresarios, Avhich 
period ought not, in my opinion, to exceed ten or 
twelve years, at the end of which time they should 
enjoy absolute liberty. 

" The most prosperous colonies of this Department 
are those of Austin and Dewitt. Towards the north
west of San Felipe there is now a new colony under 
the direction of Robertson; the. same that was for
merly under the charge of Austin. 

" I n 1833, upwards of 2,000 bales of cotton, weigh
ing from 400 to 500 lbs. each, were exported from the 
Brazos; and it is said that in 1832 not less than 5,000 
bales were exported. The maize is all consumed in 
the country, though the annual crop exceeds 50,000 
barrels. The cattle, of which there may be about 
25,000 head in the district, are usually driven for 
sale to Natchitoches. The cotton is exported regu
larly from Brazoria to New Orleans, where it pays 
2^ per cent, duty, and realizes from 10 to 10^ cents 
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per lb. for the exporter, after paying cost of trans
port, etc. The price of cattle varies but little 
throughout Texas, and is the same in the Brazos as 
in Bexar. There are no sheep in this district; herds 
of swine are numerous, and may be reckoned at 
50,000 head. 

" The trade of the Department of the Brazos has 
reached 600,000 dollars. Taking the estimate for 
1832 (the settlements having been ravaged by the 
cholera in 1833), the exports and imports are esti
mated thus: 5,000 bales of cotton, weighing 2,250,-
000 lbs., sold in New Orleans, and producing, at 10 
cents per lb., 225,000 dollars net; 50,000 skins, at an 
average of 8 rials each, 50,000 dollars. Value of 
exports, 275,000 dollars (exclusive of the sale of live 
stock). The imports are estimated at 325,000 dollars. 

" In this Department there is but one school, near 
Brazoria, erected by subscription, and containing 
from thirty to forty pupils. The wealthier colonists 
prefer sending their children to the United States; 
and those who have not the advantages of fortune 
care little for the education of their sons, provided 
they can Avield the axe and cut down a tree, or kill a 
deer Avith dexterity. 

" The Department of Nacogdoches contains four 
municipalities and four towns. Nacogdoches munici
pality has a population of 3,500; that of San Au-
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gustine, 2,500; Liberty, 1,000; Johnsburg, 2,000; 
the town of Anahuac, 50; Bevil, 140; Teran, 10; 
Tanaha, 100 ; total population, 9,900, in which is in
cluded about 1,000 -negroes, introduced under special 
arrangements. 

" Until now it appears that the New York Com
pany are only beginning to interest themselves in 
settling their lands, bought or obtained by contract 
with Messrs. Zavala, Burnet, and Vehlein, empre
sarios, who first undertook the colonization of the 
immense tracts which they obtained of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, and Avhich are laid down in the 
maps of the North as lands of the ' Galveston Bay 
Company.' In consequence of that transaction, the 
Company are proprietors of nearly three-fourths of 
the Department of Nacogdoches, including the twenty 
leagues of boundary from that town to the Sabine. 
Of the contracts of Zavala, Burnet, and Vehlein, 
some expired last year, and others Avill expire during 
the present year. The Supreme Government, if at 
all anxious to do away Avith a system of jobbing so 
ruinous to the lands of the nation, at the hands of a 
few Mexicans and foreigners, ought, without loss of 
time, to adopt means to obviate the confusion daily 
arising out of contracts Avith the speculators, Avhich 
create a feeling of disgust among the colonists, who 

are dissatisfied A vith the monopoly enjoyed by com-
3* 
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panics or contractors that haÂ e acquired the lands 
Avith the sole object of speculating in them. 

" The settlements of this district have not prospered, 
because speculators have not fulfilled their contracts, 
and the scattered population is composed of individ
uals who have obtained one or more leagues of land 
from the state, and of others who, in Adrtue of the 
law of colonization inviting strangers, have established 
themselves wherever it appeared most couA^enient. 
But the latter have not even the titles to their pro
perties, which it would be only fair to extend for 
them, in order to relieve them from that cruel state 
of uncertainty in which some have been placed for 
several years, as to whether they appertain to the 
United States or to Mexico. And as these colonists 
have emigrated at their oAvn expense, it seems just 
that the contractors on whose lands they have settled, 
and who were not instrumental to the introduction of 
their families, should not receive the premium allowed 
by law. In stipulating Avith those contractors {em

presarios) both the General and State Government 
have hitherto acted Avith too much negligence, and it 
would be well that they should now seriously turn 
their attention to a matter so deeply important. 

"There are three common schools in this depart
ment ; one in Nacogdoches, very badly supported, an
other at San Augustine, and the third at Johnsburg. 
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Texas wants a good establishment foi* public instruc
tion, Avhere the Spanish language maybe taught; other
Avise the language will be lost: even at present, Eng
lish is almost the only language spoken in this section 
of the Republic. 

"The trade of this Department amounts for the 
year to 470,000 dollars. The exports consist of cotton, 
skins of the deer, otter, beaver, etc., Indian corn, aud 
cattle. There will be exported during this year about 
2,000 bales of cotton, 90,000 skins, and 50,000 head 
of cattle, equal in value to 205,000 dollars. The im
ports are estimated at 265,000 dollars; the excess in 
the amount of imports is occasioned by the stock 
which remains on hand in the stores of the dealers. 

" There are about 50,000 head of cattle in the whole 
Department, and prices are on a level Avith those in 
the Brazos. There are no sheep, nor pasturage adapt
ed to them. There are above 60,000 head of swine, 
which will soon form another article of export. 

" There are machines for cleaning and pressing cot
ton in the Departments of Nacogdoches and the Brazos. 
There are also a number of saw-mills. A steamboat 
is plying on the Brazos River, and the arrival of two 
more is expected; one for the Neches, the other for 
the Trinity. 

" The amount of the whole trade of Texas for the 

year 1834 may be estimated at 1,400,000 dollars. 
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DEPARTMENTS. 

Bexar..' 
Brazos 
NacoEcdoches. 

IMPORTS. 

$40,000 

325,000 

265,000 

EXPORTS. 

$20,000 
275,000 
205,000 

TOTAL. 

$60,000 
600,000 
470,000 

Approximate valuation of contraband trade with the interior, 
through the ports of Brazoria, Matagorda and Copano 270,000 

Total $1,400,000 

" Money is very scarce in Texas; not one in ten sales 
are made for cash. Purchases are made on credit, or 
by barter; which gives the country, in its trading re
lations, the appearance of a continued fair. Trade is 
daily increasing, owing to the large crops of cotton, 
and the internal consumption, caused by the constant 
influx of emigrants from the United States." 

The Commissioner estimates the whole population 
of Texas proper at 36,300; of which 21,000 are civil
ized inhabitants, and 15,300 Indians. The number of 
hostile Indians is estimated at 10,800, and of friendly • 
tribes 4,500; of the former, 9,900 are appropriated to 
the Department of Bexar, and the remaining 900 to 
the Brazos. 



CHAPTER III . 

A Letter from Austin.—Santa Anna.—The State of Mexico.—Travis at

tacks Anahuac.—Capture of the Correo.—War and peace parties.— 

Letter of Travis.—Travis, Zavala and others proscribed.—Judge Wil

liamson and General Cos.—Austin's return and speech at Columbia. 

—Committees of Safety formed.—A Consultation suggested.—Zavala, 

Delegation to Indians.—Cos arrives in Texas.—Battle of Gonzales and 

capture of Goliad Benj. Milam.—Austin elected Commander-in-chief. 

TH E refusal of the Mexican Government to grant 
Texans the right to figure as a state, and the im

prisonment of their commissioner A êxed and troubled 
them. 

From his prison the patriot Austin wrote to his 
people on the 25th of August, 1834 : 

" I do not know as yet what court is to investigate 
my case. I have long since requested to be delivered 
to the authorities of the State of Coahuila and Texas; 
and I presume I shall finally be sent to the district 
court (Federal Judge) of that state. The President, 
Santa Anna, is friendly to Texas and to me (of this 
I have no doubt), would have set me at liberty long 
since, and in fact issued an order to that effect in 
June, had not some statements arrived about that time 
from the State Government of Coahuila and Texas 
against me, which I understand have contributed to 
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keep me in prison so long. It is said the report of the 
State Government on the subject is founded solely on 
the statements of some influential persons Avho live in 
Texas. Who those persons are I know not. It is 
affirmed that they are North Americans by birth, and 
I am told that if I am not imprisoned for life, and 
totally ruined in property and reputation, it will not 
be for the want of exertion and industry on the part of 
some of my countrymen who live in Texas. Whether 
all this be true or not, I know I am unwilling to 
believe it. I am also told that no efforts were left 
untried, during the last winter and spring, to preju
dice the members of the legislature and State Govern
ment against me at Monclova." He warned the colo
nists against interfering in " the political family quar
rels" of the Republic, they "haAdng everything to 
lose and nothing to gain." He called upon the set
tlers to obey Santa Anna, who professed to be friendly 
to Texas and himself, and cautioned the farmers 
against " inflammatory politicians," he having begun to 
lose confidence in all persons except those Avho sought 
their living between the " handles of the plough." 

This letter Avas no doubt seen by Santa Anna, and 
Mr. Austin perhaps wrote thus of him in order to 
gain his liberty. 

According to Yoakum, Santa Anna, on the 5th 
October, 1834, "convoked a meeting composed of his 
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four secretaries of state, the three representatives from 
Coahuila and Texas, three of his confidential generals, 
Lorenzo de Zavala, and Stephen F. Austin. The ses
sion was opened at eleven o'clock in the morning. 
The president having stated the topics to Avhich the 
discussion was limited, Austin laid before the meet
ing the object of his mission, and the grounds of his 
petition. After a discussion which lasted three hours, 
embracing every head of the question, and in which 
several of the members participated, Austin urged 
lastly the separation of Texas from Coahuila, and its 
formation into an independent state. This was op
posed by the representatives of the state in the 
national Congress, and particularly by Victor Blanco, 
who spoke last on the subject. Santa Anna then 
resolved— 

" 1. That he Avould meditate maturely the decree re

pealing the l l t h article of the law of the 6th of April, 

1830, and, if no objections were presented, would give 

it his sanction. 

" 2. That a corps, composed of cavalry, infantry, and 

artillery, four thousand strong, should be stationed at 

Bexar, for the protection of the coast and frontier of 

the country, to be under the command of General 

Mexia. 

" 3. That proper steps should be taken to have regu

lar mails, and to remove all obstacles to the agricul 
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tural and other industry of the inhabitants, * who are 
viewed with the greatest regard.' 

" 4. That Texas must necessarily remain united with 
Coahuila, because it had not the elements warranting 
a separation, nor would it be convenient. And though 
it might be allowed to form a territory, if the inhabi
tants called for it, yet the dismembering of a state 
was unknoAvn to Mexican laws, and he would be at a 
loss how to proceed." 

From this extract, AA'hich is doubtless correct, it ap
pears that at this time Santa Anna was the State of 
Mexico as clearly as ever Louis the 14th was the 

State of France. 
He was jealous and distrustful of the Texans, re

fused to release Austin, but still kept him under his 
eye, nor did he release him until nearly a year after 
this time. 

It might have been that he feared his presence in 
Texas until after sending thither troops to keep them 
in subjection, for he knew Austin's popularity and 
influence with his people. 

And then, again, Santa Anna had heard of the rest
lessness of the Texans and their aspirations for self-
government, and perhaps doubted whether they would 
support his despotism if left free to act for themselves. 

In the meantime the wily Mexican sent troops to 
San Antonio, to Goliad and to Anahuac. Capt. 
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Tenorio, wdth twenty men, was stationed at the latter 
place in order to collect duties and imposts on foreign 
goods entering the port of Galveston. 

Early in 1835, Col. Wm. B. Travis, with some 
Texans, captured Tenorio and his men, disarmed them 
and sent them away, thus shoAving their contempt for 
the Mexican Government, which had invited them to 
immigrate and become citizens, but afterwards failed 
to do justice and protect them. 

To avenge this insult the Mexican Government sent 
a man-of-war to Galveston, which, according to Ken
nedy, failed to accomplish its mission. He says : 

"An exaggerated account of the proceedings at 
Anahuac having reached General Cos, he despatched 
Captain Thompson, a naturalized citizen of Mexico, 
in the war schooner Correo, to Galveston, to inquire 
into the circumstances of the affair, and report as 
soon as possible the result of his investigation at Mata-
moros. Thompson proved himself altogether unfit 
for his mission. Instead of instituting an inquiry into 
the facts of the alleged outrage, he assumed the char
acter of a blustering dictator, exceeded his orders, 
and, under the pretext of protecting the revenue, at
tacked and captured a vessel in the Texan trade. 
This had the effect of irritating the public mind against 
both Thompson and the Government, and the former 
having continued to linger on the coast, a merchant 
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A'essel, the San Felipe, fitted out Avith cannon at New 
Orleans, and commanded by Captain Plurd, captured 
the Correo, and sent it Avith its commander to New 
Oiieans, on a charge of piratically interrupting the 
trade of Mexico and the United States. The insolent 
assumption of authority by Thompson, on the one 
side, and the insulting seizure of a Mexican A êssel of 
Avar, on the other, operated injuriously on the rela
tions subsisting betAveen the General Government and 
Texas, and imparted greater boldness to the section 
of Anglo-Americans who desired to bring on ah. open 
rupture." 

At this time there was a party openly for peace and 
willing to submit to Mexican domination on any 
terms, rather than take up arms, Avhile at the same 
time there was another party composed of such men 
as Cols. Frank W. Johnson, James Bowie, Judge R.' 
M. Williamson, Wm. B. Travis, P. H. Jack, John A. 
Wharton, Edwin Waller, and others of the same kind 
of mettle, who wore the galling chains of despotic j 
rule mightily against their wills, and were desirous of 
an open rupture. 

On the 30th July, 1835, Col. Travis wTote from 
San Felipe, to BoAvie, Avho Avas then in Nacogdoches: 
" The people are much divided here. The peace party, 

as they style themselves, I believe, are the strongest, 
and make much the most noise. Unless we could be 

I 
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united, had we not better be quiet, and settle down for 
a Avldle ? There is now no doubt but that a central 
government will be established. What will Texas 
do in that case ? Dr. J. H. C. Miller, and Chambers, 
from Gonzales, are, I believe, for unqualified submis
sion. I do not knoAv the minds of the people upon 
the subject; but if they had a bold and determined 
leader, I am inclined to think they would kick against 

it General Cos writes that he wants to be at 
peace with us ; and he appears to be disposed to cajole 
and soothe us. Ugartechea does the same. . . . God 
knows what we are to do ! I am determined, for one, 
to go with my countrymen: right or wrong, ' sink or 
swim, live or die, survive or perish,' I am with them!" 

Five days before Travis wrote this letter, one of the 
peace party, Dr. J. H. C. Miller, wrote from San 
Felipe, to John W. Smith, of San Antonio: 

" All here is in a train for peace. The war and 
speculating parties are entirely put down, and are 
preparing to leave the country. They should now be 
demanded of their respective chiefs, a few at a time. 
First, Johnson, Williamson, Travis and Williams, and 
perhaps that is enough. Captain Martin, once so 
revolutionary, is now, thank God, where he should be, 
in favor of peace and his duty; and by his influence, 
in a good degree, has peace been restored. But now 
they should be demanded. The moment is auspicious. 
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The people are up. Say so, and oblige one who will 
never forget his true allegiance to the supreme author
ities of the nation, and Avho knows that, till they are 
dealt with, Texas will never be quiet. Travis is in a 
peck of troubles. Dr. J. B. Miller disclaims his act 
in taking Anahuac, and he feels the breach. Don 
Lorenzo de ZaA '̂ala is now in Columbia, attempting to 
arouse, etc. Have him called for, and he also will be 
delivered up. Williams, Baker and Johnson are noAV 
on a visit to him, and no doubt conspiring against the 
Government. Fail not to move in this matter, and 
that quicMy, as now is the time." 

On the 31st July, the day after Travis wrote his 
letter to his friend Bowie, Ugartechia, the Mexican 
commandant of San Antonio, on the information given 
by Dr. Miller's letter, issued an order for the imme
diate arrest of Travis, Johnson, Williamson, Williams, 
Baker, Moore, Zavala, Corvajal, and Zembrana. 

Buck Travis and Three-legged Willie as Col. Travis 
and Judge Williamson were familiarly called by their 
associates, were even then old Texans—so were Sam </ 
Williams, Frank Johnson and Moseley Baker, but 
Zavala was a refugee from the city of Mexico, of 
Avhich he had been governor—he had also been Mexi
can minister to France, but was a republican and an i 
opponent of the usurpation and despotism of Santa 
Anna. Says Yoakum: 
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" Santa Anna was extremely solicitous to obtain pos
session of the person of Zavala. The latter had been 
his friend, and had sustained him in a trying hour. 
But the aid Avas given for the cause of liberty ! Santa 
Anna had deserted that cause, and now Avished to sac
rifice an ancient friend, who might live to reproach 
him for his perfidy. ' I giA-e this supreme order,' 
says Tornel to Cos, * having the honor to direct it to 
you, requiring you to provide and bring into action all 
your ingenuity and activity in arranging energetic 
plans for success in the apprehension of Don Lorenzo 
Zavala, which person, in the actual circumstances of 
Texas, must be very pernicious. To this end 1 particu
larly recommend that you spare no means to secure 
his person, and place it at the disposition of the Su
preme Government.' 

" Cos, in transmitting this order to Ugartechea, on 
the 8th of August, directed him, if Zavala was not 
given up, to proceed at the head of all his cavalry to 
execute the command, and to give to the local au
thorities on the route information as to his sole 
object. General Cos also approved of Colonel 
Ugartechea's requisition upon the alcaldes for the 
other obnoxious individuals previously mentioned, 
and especially TraAds, whose arrest he ordered, that 
he might be conducted to Bexar, to be tried by a 
military coui-t." 
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Judge Williamson, on the 4th of July, had delivered 
a powerful oration on the situation and " the importance 
of our country, our property, our liberty, and our lives, 
which are all involved in the present contest between 
the states and the military." Again, on the 22d June, 
he had spoken of Cos, at San Filipe, " as capable of as 
much hypocrisy as he deemed necessary to conceal his 
designs and ensnare the Texan patriots. He did not, 
however, deceive them long. He sent them a circular, 
dated the 12th of June, 1835, full of the paternal 
views of the national government. At the same time 
he despatched a message to the commandant at Ana
huac, informing him that the tAVO companies of New 
Leon and the battalion of Morales would sail imme
diately for Texas; and that they would be followed 
by another strong force, which he had solicited the 
government to send. With this despatch also Avent 
another, from Ugartechea, giving the information that 
the force which had conquered Zacatecas, and Avhich 
was then at Saltillo, had likewise been ordered to 
Texas, and would soon regulate matters !" 

The order for the arrest of these popular patriots 
Avas never executed, but fired the hearts of Texans 
with a spirit of resistance. Even the officers of the 
Mexican Government became enthused. Henry Rueg, 
the political chief of Nacogdoches, took side with the 
war party, and addressed a circular to his department, 
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prating of the constitution of 1824, and his adherence 
to the federal form of government. 

In ansAver to this circular. General Cos, the brother-
in-law of Santa Anna, Avrote to him: 

" You are made responsible for the consequences 
which such a document may produce; for it is your 
duty to give to your subordinates an example of sub
mission and respect to the laws of the country. You 
have invited and conducted them toAvard rebellion and 
open resistance to its superior dispositions. The plans 
of the revolutionists of Texas are well known to this 
commandancy; and it is quite useless and vain to 
cover them with a hypocritical adherence to the Fede
ral Constitution. The constitution by Avhich all Mex
icans may be governed is the constitution which the 
colonists of Texas must obey, no matter on whsi,i prin

ciples it may be formed." 

Before this time, iii order to defend themselves 
against the Indians, the inhabitants of Mina (now 
Bastrop), had organized a Committee of Safety, of 
which Edward Burleson, J. W. Bunton, Sam Wolf en-
burger, and John McGee Avere distinguished members. 

The first meeting at Bastrop was on May 17th, 1835, 
after AA'hich the municipalities of San Filipe, Columbia, 
Nacogdoches and San Augustine also formed commit
tees of safety and vigilance, Avhich proved of great 
good in communicating information and forming con-
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certed action beween the different sections of the 
state. 

On the 8th of September, 1835, at a public meeting 
in Brazoria, Mr. Austin thus gives an account of his 
mission to the city of Mexico, his treatment while 
there, and the ultimate design of Mexican politicians 
to overthrow the state govermnents and establish on 
their ruins a centralized despotism: 

" I left Texas," said Mr. Austin, " in April, 1833, 
as the public agent of the people, for the purpose of 
applying for the admission of this country into the 
Mexican Confederation as a state separate from 
Coahuila. This application was based upon the con
stitutional and vested rights of Texas, and was sus
tained by me in the city of Mexico to the utmost of 
my abilities. No honorable means were spared to 
effect the objects of my mission, and to oppose the 
forming of Texas into a Territory, which was at
tempted. I rigidly adhered to the instructions and 
wishes of my constituents, so far as they were com
municated to me. My efforts to serve Texas involved ^j 

me in the labyrinth of Mexican politics. I was 
arrested, and have suffered a long persecution and 
imprisonment. I consider it to be my duty to give 
an account of these events to my constituents, and 
Avill therefore at this time merely observe that I 
have never, in any manner, agreed to anything, or 
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admitted anything, that would compromise the con
stitutional or vested rights of Texas. These rights 
belong to the people, and can only be surrendered by 
them. 

" I fully hoped to have found Texas at peace and 
in ti'anquillity, but regr^^t to find it in commotion; 
all disorganized, all in anarchy, and threatened with 
immediate hostilities. This state of things is deeply 
to be lamented; it is a great misfortune, but it is one 
which has not been produced ]3y any acts of the 
people of this country; on the contrary, it is the 
natural and inevitable consequence of the rcA'olution 
that has spread all over ^Mexico, and of the impru
dent and impolitic measures both of the general and 
state governments A\dth respect to Texas. The peo
ple here are not to blame, and cannot be justly 
censured. They are farmers, cultivators of the soil, 
and are pacific fi"om interest, from occupation, and 
from inclination. They have uniformly endeavored 
to sustain the constitution and the public peace, and 
have never deviated fi-om their duty as Mexican 
citizens. If any acts of imprudence ha\"e been com
mitted by indlAdduals, they evidently resulted from 
the revolutionary state of the Avhole nation, the 
imprudent and censurable conduct of the state au
thorities, and the total Avant of a local goA^ernment 
in Texas. It is, indeed, a source of surprise and 
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creditable congratulation, that so few acts of this 
description have occurred under the peculiar cir
cumstances of the times. It is, however, to be 
remembered that acts of this nature were not the 
acts of the people, nor is Texas responsible for them. 
They were, as I before observed, the natural conse
quences of the revolutionary state of the Mexican 
nation; and Texas certainly did not originate that 
revolution, neither have the people, as a people, 
participated in it. The consciences and hands of the 
Texans are free from censure, and clean. 

" The revolution in Mexico is drawing to a close. 
The object is to change the form of government, de
stroy the Federal Constitution of 1824, and establish 
a central or consolidated government. The states 
are to be converted into provinces. 

" Whether the people of Texas ought or ought not 
to agree to this change, and relinquish all or a part of 
their constitutional and vested rights under the Con
stitution of 1824, is a question of the most vital im
portance, one that calls for the deliberate consideration 
of the people, and can only be decided by them, fairly 
c(;nvened for the purpose. As a citizen of Texas I 
have a right to an opinion on so important a matter— 
I have no other right, and pretend to no other. In 
the report Avhich I consider it my duty to make to my 
constituents, I intend to give my views on the present 
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situation of the country, and especially as to the con
stitutional and natural rights of Texas, and Avill, there
fore, at this time, merely touch this subject. 

" Under the Spanish GoAerument, Texas Avas a 
separate and distinct province. As such it had a 
separate and distinct local organization. It Avas one 
of the unities that composed the general mass of the 
nation, and as such participated in the war of the re
volution, and Avas represented in the Constituent 
Congress of Mexico that formed the Constitution of 
1824. This Constituent Congress, so far from destroy
ing this unity, expressly recognized and confirmed it 
by the law of May 7th, 1824, Avhich united Texas 
with CoBh.\n\3iprovisionally, under the especial guar
antee of being made a State of the Mexican Confed
eration as soon as it possessed the necessary elements. 
That law and the Federal Constitution gave to Texas a 
specific political existence, and vested in its inhabitants 
special and defined rights, AA'hich can only be relin
quished by the people of Texas, acting for themselves 
as a unity, and not as a part of Coahuila, for the rea
son that the union Avith Coahuila Avas limited, and 
only gave poAA'er to the State of Coahuila and Texas 
to gOA'ern Texas for the time being, but always sub

ject to the vested rights of Texas. The State, there
fore, cannot relinquish those vested rights, by agree
ing to the change of government, or by any other act. 
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unless expressly authorized by the people of Texas to 
do so; neither can the General Government of Mex
ico legally deprive Texas of them Avithout the consent 
of this people. These are my opinions. 

" An important question now presents itself to the 
people of this country. 

"The Federal Constitution of 1824 is about to be 
destroyed, the system of government changed, and a 
central or consolidated one established. Will this 
act annihilate all the rights of Texas, and. subject this 
country to the uncontrolled and unlimited dictation 
of the new government ? 

" This is a subject of the most vital importance. I 
have no doubt the Federal Constitution Avill be de
stroyed, and a central government established, and 
that the people will soon be called upon to say Avhether 
they agree to this change or not. This matter requires 
the most calm discussion, the most mature delibera
tion, and the most perfect union. How is this to be 
had ? I see but one way, and that is by a General 
Consultation of the people by means of delegates 
elected for that purpose, Avith full powers to gi\'e 
such an ans^ver, in the name of Texas, to this question, 
as they may deem best, and to adopt such measures 
as the tranquillity and salvation of the country may 
require. 

" It is my duty to state that General Santa Anna 
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verbally and expressly authorized me to say to the 
people of Texas that he Avas their friend, that he 
wished for theu* prosperity, and AAOUM do all he could 
to promote i t ; and that, in the new Constitution, he 
Avould use his influence to give to the people of Texas 
a special organization, suited to their education, habits, 
and situation. Several of the most intellisent and 
influential men in Mexico, and especially the Ministers 
of Relations and War, expressed themselves in the 
same manner. These declarations afford another and 
more urgent necessity for a General Consultation of 
all Texas, in order to inform the General Government, 
and especially General Santa Anna, Avhat kind of or
ganization Avill suit the education, habits, and situa
tion of this people. 

" I t is also proper for me to state that, in all my 
conversation Avith the President, and ministers, and 
men of influence, I adA'ised that no troops should be 
sent to Texas, and no cruisers along the coast. I gave 
it as my decided opinion, that the inevitable conse
quence of sending an armed force to this country 
would be Avar. I stated that there Avas a sound and 
correct moral principle in the people of Texas that 
Avas abundantly sufficient to restrain or put down aU 
turbulent or seditious movements, but that this moral 
principle could not and Avould not unite Avith any 
armed force sent against this country; on the contrary. 

\ 
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it would resist and repel it, and ought to do so. This 
point presents another strong reason Avhy the people 
of Texas should meet in General Consultation. This 
country is now in anarchy, threatened Avith hostilities; 
armed vessels are capturing everything they can catch 
on the coast, and acts of piracy are said to be commit
ted under cover of the Mexican flag. Can this state of 
things exist without precipitating the country into a 
Avar ? I think it cannot, and therefore believe that it 
is our bounden and solemn duty, as Mexicans and 
as Texans, to represent the evils that are likely to 
result from this mistaken and most impolitic policy in 
the military movements. 

"My friends, I can truly say that no one has been, 
or is now, more anxious than myself to keep trouble 
away from this country. No one has been, or now is, 
more faithful to his duty as a Mexican citizen, and no 
one has personally sacrificed or suffered more in the 
discharge of his duty. I have uniformly been opposed 
to have anything to do with the family political quar
rels of the Mexicans. Texas needs peace and a local 
government; its inhabitants are farmers, and they need 
a calm and quiet life. But how can I, or any one, re
main indifferent when our rights, our all, appear to be 
in jeopardy, and when it is our duty, as Avell as our-
obligation, as good Mexican citizens, to express our 
opinions on the present state of things, and to repre-

/ 
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sent our situation to the government? I t is impos
sible. The crisis is such as to bring it home to the 
judgment of every man that something must be done, 
and that without delay. The question will perhaps be 
asked. What are we to do ? I have already indicated 
my opinion. Let all personalities, or divisions, or ex
citements, or passion, or violence, be banished from 
among us. Let a General Consultation of the people 
of Texas be convened as speedily as possible, to be 
composed of the best, and most calm, and intelligent, 
and fii'm men in the country, and let them decide Avhat 
representations ought to be made to the General Gov
ernment, and what ought to be done in future." 

The amiable manners, good sense, sterling integ
rity, and sufferings of Stephen F. Austin had endeared 
him to his people, who listened to his advice as chil
dren to the admonitions of a parent. 

Immediately after his return from Mexico, he was 
chosen chairman of the Committee of Vigilance of the 
municipality of San Filipe. Pearson, in his "Life of 
Hon. Edwin Waller," says: 

"Up to the time of his arrival, our people Avere 
divided on the question of submission or resistance. 
Austin's arrival and declared opinion that we had no 
choice but resistance, reconciled all former conflict of 
opinion. Up to this time some of our best citizens 
were so far deceived and misled by the asurances of 
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Colonel Ugartechea, commandant at San Antonio, 
and General Cos, commander of the Eastern Depart
ment, that they Avere not only disposed to await events, 
but denounced those in favor of resistance in no 
measured terms." 

The municipality of Columbia has the honor of 
putting the ball in motion for a CONSULTATION, 
for as early as June 23d, 1835, its citizens approved 
it, and on the 15 th of August folloAving at a public 
meeting instructed its Committee of Safety to pre
pare an addi*ess to the people of Texas, requesting 
union and concert of action for a General Consultation 
of all the municipalities. 

The committee appointed at the meeting of the 
15th of August, consisting of John A. Wharton, W. 
D. C. Hall, Henry Smith, Silas Dinsmore, James 
F. Perry, John G. McNeil, Robert H. Williams, 
W. H. Jack, F. A. Bingham, John Hodge, Wade 
H. Bynum, Branch T. Archer, William T. Austin, 
and others, issued an address on the 20th of the 
same month, and expressed it to all the jurisdictions 
in Â  hich an election of five delegates Avas suggested, 
to take place on the 5th of October in each munici-
palit}', to represent the same in the Consultation to 
meet at Washington, ten days thereafter. 

I t is reported that Don Lorenzo Zavala, in an ad
dress made by him on the 7th of August, 1835, at 
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Harrisburg, said tliat " Coahuila and Texas formed 
a state of the republic, and, as one part of it is 
occupied by an invading force, the free part of it 
should proceed to organize a power Avhich AA'OUM 

restore harmony, and estal)lish uniformity in all the 
branches of the public administration, avhich Avould 
be a rallying-point for the citizens, whose hearts UOAV 

tremble for liberty. But as this power can only be 
organized by means of a convention, Avhich should 
represent the free will of the citizens of Texas, it is 
my opinion that this step should be taken, and I 
suggest the 15 th day of October as a time sufficient 
to allow all the departments to send their represen
tatives." 

On the 19th of September, 1835, the Committee of 
Safety of San Filipe, of which Stephen F. Austin 
Avas chairman, issued a circular, signed by himself, 
advising as f<)llo\vs: 

"That the people should maintain the position 
taken by them at their primary meetings—to insist 
on their rights under the Federal Constitution of 
1824, and the law of the 7th of May of that year, 
and union Avith the Mexican Confederation. 

"That every district should send members to the 
General Consultation, Avith full poAvers to do Avhat
ever may be necessary.for the good of the country. 

" That every district should or̂ ^̂ anize its militia, 
4 -
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where it is not already done, and hold frequent 
musters; and that the captains of companies make a 
return, Avithout delay, to the chief of this depart
ment, of the force of his company, and of its arms 
and ammunition, in order that he may lay the same 
before the General Consultation of Texas. Volun
teer companies are also recommended. 

" This committee deem it to be their duty to say 
that, in its opinion, all kind of conciliatory measures 
Avith General Cos and the military at Bexar are 
hopeless, and that nothing but the RUIN of Texas can 
be expected from any such measures. They have 
already, and very properly, been resorted to ^Adthout 
effect. W A R is our only resource. There is no 
other remedy. We must defend our rights, ourselves, 
and our country, by force of arms. To do this Ave 
must unite—and in order to unite, the delegates of 
the people must meet in General Consultation and 
arrange a system of defence, and give organization 
to the country, so as to produce concert. Until some 
competent authority is established to direct, all that 
can be done is to recommend this subject to the 
people, and to advise every man in Texas to prepare 
for war, and lay aside all hope of conciliation." 

The people of San Augustine and Nacogdoches also, 
led on by the eloquent appeals of Rusk and Houston, 
held meetings and passed resolutions providing for 
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organizing the militia and negotiating Avith the In
dians, of Avhom Yoakum says: "There were more 
than a thousand warriors amons; the different tribes 
that had emigrated fi'om the United States, and 
almost surrounded the frontier of eastern Texas." 

Houston and Rusk were members of a delegation 
sent to conciliate them. 

They informed the Indians that " they had ordered 
all their surveyors to keep away from their lands, 
and not to make any marks on them; that they did 
not intend that any white man should interrupt 
them on their lands." 

On the 12th of September, the Safety Committee of 
San Filipe issued a circular to the Indians, promising 
them all their just and legal rights. 

About this time General Cos landed at Copano 
with 400 men, and marched by Avay of Goliad to 
San Antonio, he and his soldiers openly proclaiming 
the object of his mission—General Cos witli, his 

troops intended to overrun Texas, and estethlish cu-'i-

tom-houses and detachments of his army inhere he 

thought proper. To disarm the people, drive out all 

Americans who had come into Texas since 1830, and 

to punish those who had insulted the Supreme Govern 

ment of Mexico and refused obedience to its latos. 

The first battle of the Texan revolution took place 
at Gonzales, on the 2d of October, 1835. 
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Commencing to disarm the Texans, Captain Casto
nado Avas sent from San Antonio by its commandant, 
UgartecheaJ with tAvo hundred men to Gonzales for a 
brass six-pounder cannon at that place. 

The people of Gonzales refused to deliver it up, 
sent for assistance to Bastrop, San Filipe, and other 
places, whose people flew to their aid, and they at
tacked and drove off Castonado and his men. The 
following account of the affair is taken from Ken
nedy, vol 2, pages 108, 109: 

" The Texan force at Gonzales had been increased by 
volunteers from the Guadalupe, La Baca, and Col
orado, to 168 men, of whom fifty were mounted. 
In an election for field-officers, they chose John H. 
Moore, colonel, and J. W. E. Wallace, lieutenant-
colonel. About seven o'clock in the evening of the 
1st, they crossed the river Guadalupe. The line of 
march was formed by 'placing the cavalry in ad
vance of the cannon (the brass six-pounder claimed 
by Ugartechea), two companies of fiankers in open 
column on each side, Avith a company of infantry in 
the rear.' They moved regularly and in silence, 
until the Mexicans, alarmed by a shot from one of 
their piquets, formed in order of battle on a high 
mound. This was about four o'clock in the morning, 
during the prevalence of a thick fog, under cover of 
AN'hich the Texans advanced on the open prairie 
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until they were Avithin about three hundred and 
fifty yards of the enemy. The scouts in front having 
discharged their rifles, retired into the main body, 
closely pursued by a small detachment of IMexicans. 
The six-pounder was now brought to bear uj)on the 
entire force of the enemy, who fell back to a position 
distant between three and four hundred yards. The 
Texans advanced in good order, when Castonado, 
the Mexican commander, conveyed, through a pri
soner, his desire for a conference, which was granted. 
Having inquired the reason of the attack by the 
colonists, he was referred to his orders, Avhich com
manded him to take by force the cannon that had 
been presented to the citizens of Gonzales, for the 
defence of the Constitution, by the constituted au
thorities under the Confederation, who alone were 
entitled to their obedience. He, they said, Avas the 
instrument of Santa Anna, Avho had overturned the 
rights of all the states except Texas, for Avhose con
stitutional privileges they Avere determined to fight 
to the last. The conference terminated Avithout au 
adjustment, and the commanders joined their re
spective ranks. The Gonzales six-pounder resumed 
its fire, and the Texans advanced in double-quick 
time until within about tAVO hundred yards of the 
enemy, Avhen the latter retreated precipitately on 
the road to San Antonio de Bexai-, having sustained 
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a considerable loss in killed and wounded. The 
Texans, of whom not a man Avas injured, remained 
masters of the field, and having collected the spoils 
of victory, returned in triumph to Gonzales." 

Thus commenced the memorable contest for liberty 
and struggle for independence in Texas, which in its 
development will call for a tear of sympathy from the 
generous for the misfortunes and calamities of those 
who suffered and died in it, and a Avord of applause 
and admiration for its victorious survivors, who in the 
end so wisely and heroically constructed upon the 
ruins of Mexican misrule ^ d domination, the beauti
ful fabric of Anglo-American Republicanism. 

After the return of Castonado to San Antonio, 
Ugartechia wrote to Austin, in explanation of the 
Correo matter saying: " I know you are right to com
plain of Thompson's proceedings, which I still less 
approve, as they were arbitrary, he having no author
ity to act in such a manner." That he would himself 
set out the next day (the 5th), "with the knowledge 
of Cos, with a force composed of every description 
of arms, sufficient to prove that the Mexicans would 
never suffer themselves to be insulted." He stated, 
hoAvever, in conclusion, that if Austin " would use his 
influence with the political chief to have the gun 

delivered up to the writer, wherever it might meet him, 

from that spot he tvould immediately return ; if not, 
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he would act militarily, and the consequence would 
be a Avar declared b}' the colonists, Avhich should be 
maintained by the nation AA'ith corresponding dignity." 

But the ball of revolution had been put in motion 
and increased by going. News of the battle of Gon
zales sped like lightning through the settlements. 
Houston and Rusk, Austin and Johnson, BoAvie and 
TraAds, hastened to the scene of conflict, A\'hile Capt. 
George Collingsworth, with about forty planters from 
Old Caney and Matagorda, marched to attack Goliad, 
Avhere he arrived at midnight on the 9th, sent two or 
three men into the town to reconnoitre, while he Avaited 
for his command to come up. 

" The latter," says Yoakum, " having got lost, Avere 
detained; but on their route they fell in Avith the gal
lant Milam, Avho, having escaped from prison in Mon
terey, had rode night and day to reach Texas. He 
had stopped in a musquit-thicket to rest, Avhen the Tex
ans discovered and recognized him. A nobler volun
teer could not have joined the ranks. Their number 
now being forty-eight, they advanced upon the town, 
guided by pioneers acquainted with the localities. 
They first attacked the quarters of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sandoval, the commandant. The sentinel having fired 
Avas shot doAvn; the door of the commandant was then 
broken open Avith axes, and he Avas taken prisoner. 
The Mexicans Avere completely surprised, and surrender-
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ed unconditionally. Of the enemy there Avas one killed 
and three wounded; the Texans had one slightly 
wounded, and they took about twenty-five prisoners— 
the balance escaped." 

Kennedy, in his account of the capture of Goliad, 
differs Avith Yoakum as to date and numbers, but is so 
complimentary to the lamented Milam and the farmers 
of Old Caney and Matagorda, that it is here inserted: 

" The colonists in the west, notliAvithstanding their 
paucity of numbers and limited resources, acted boldly 
on the offensive. On the 8th, a detachment of fifty 
men, under Captain Collingsworth, attacked and cap
tured the post of Goliad, containing stores to the 
amount of 10,000 dollars, Avith two brass cannon and 
300 stand of arms. The garrison, ^vhich was com
manded b}' Lieutenant-Colonel Sandoval, surrendered 
after a slight resistance. One Mexican soldier Avas 
killed and tliree Avounded, and one Texan slightly 
wounded. A most valuable addition Avas made to the, 
military councils of the colonists at Goliad, in the 
person of Colonel Milam, AA'IIO unexpectedly appeared 
at this critical period. 

" Benjamin R. Milam, Avhose name will long be held 
in grateful and honored remembrance by the people 
of Texas, Avas born of humble parents in the State of 
Kentucky, and received but a A'-ery imperfect education. 
'Endo\ved by nature with a strength of mind and 
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spirit of enterprise almost peculiar to the inhabitants 
of the Western States,' fortified by habits of indepen
dence, he associated Avith the Indian tribes, in order 
to explore the more southerly parts of Texas. In the 
war with Great Britain, in 1812-15, he acquired a 
high reputation among his countrymen; but, dissatis
fied with the prospects that awaited him in his native 
state at the close of that contest, he engaged in the 
struggle for Mexican liberation, and Avas quickly dis
tinguished for courage, activity, zeal, and loA'̂ e of free
dom. Opposed to the usurpation of Iturbide, he Avas 
aiTested and imprisoned; but CA'entually released by 
a rising of the people. HaAdng assisted in the expul
sion and punishment of the military emperor, he 
obtained, in 1828, a government grant of land in 
Texas. HaAdng been arrested by the usurper Santa 
Anna, he had recently escaped. Shunning the habi
tations of the Mexican, and trasversing unfrequented 
paths for a distance of 600 miles, Avith a few scanty 
articles of food provided at the place of his confine
ment, he had arrived near the town of Goliad, and 
thre\v himself, faint, and almost exhausted, among 
the tall grass of the prairie. The approach of armed 
men arrested his attention, and presuming them to be 
his Mexican pursuers, he determined to defend himself 
to the last, and only surrender liberty Avith life. To 
his astonishment and joy, he discovered the advancing 
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force to be his fellow-colonists of Texas, who were 
marching against Goliad. He entered the ranks 
of the volunteers as a private soldier, although ac
customed and Avell qualified to command, and Avas 
foremost in the assault on Goliad—remaining 
with the army after the capture of the fort, in 
the same humble grade, as an example to those 
Avho might aspire to lead before they had learned to 
obey." 

There being no head to the Texans, at the suggestion 
of the Safety Committee of San Filipe, made by circu
lar on the 4th of October, a GENERAL COUNCIL 
was formed of one member from each committee of 
safety of the various municipalities, on the 11th of 
October, which was to serve as a government until the 
people had time to make a better one. 

THE CONSULTATION met on the 16th, but Austin, 
with a majority of the members-elect, having joined 
the army of Gonzales, there was no quorum, and it 
adjourned to meet on the 1st November, when most 
of its members, at the invitation of Austin, who had 
been elected commanderdn-chief of the Texans on the 
evening of the lOtli, joined the army, while some of 
them remained to assist the General Council in or
ganizing victory out of the slender resources of the 
state. 

Never were a people more united; the peace parlAj 



^ 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 9 1 

had been swallowed up or totally absorbed by the Avar 
party, and " it required more patriotism to keep men 
at home than to get them into the service!"—San 
Filipe Safety Committee, October 13th, 1835, Cir
cular. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Austin goes to San Antonio.—Battle of Concepcion.—Report of Colonel 

Bowie.—Lipantitlan taken by Westover.—The Consultation.—Provi

sional Oovernment.—Austin's Report to Provisional Government.— 

Decree of October Sd.—The army before San Antonio ordered to raise 

the siege.—Colonel B. R. Jlilam calls for volunteers.—Attack on San 

Antonio, death of Colonel Milam, capture of the city, surrender of 

Cos, etc. 

ON the 13th of October, 1835, having organized 
his little army, variously estimated at from 

three to five hundred men. Gen. Austin set out for 
San Antonio de Bexar, Avhich he proposed to attack, 
and drive aAvay its commandant. Gen. Cos, with the 
Mexican army under his command. 

Before starting, however, he Avrote to ZaA'ala, who 
had succeeded him as chairman of the Committee of 
Safety at San Filipe, begging him to urge the eastern 
volunteers " to hurry on by forced marches " to join 
him, and "not to stay for cannon or for anything." 
He also solicited supplies of ammunition, with pro
visions and other necessaries for the troops. 

Upon arriving at the Salado about five miles east of 
San Antonio on the 20th, he sent in a flag of truce to 
Gen, Cos, AA'ho refused to receive it or to acknoAvledge 
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Austin's military capacity, and threatened to fire on a 
second flag if sent. 

From the Salado, Austin moved to the mission of 
Espada, ten or twelve miles below the city on the San 
Antonio River, and there for a fcAV days aAvaited re
inforcements. 

On the 27th, he sent Colonels Fannin and BoAvie 
with ninety-two men to select, nearer the enemy, some 
eligible situation for camping, who, after inspecting 
the old missions of San Jos6 and San Juan, ap
proached the mission of Concepcion, and encamped 
for the night in a bend of the river, with level prairie 
in front, and the densely timbered bank of the river 
forming an angle on both flanks and in their rear— 
about a mile and a half from San Antonio. The next 
morning was foggy, notwithstanding Avhich, the cun
ning Mexicans came slyly from the city and un
beknowenst to the Texans, surrounded and com
menced flring at them. 

Colonel James BoAAde's official report as to the sub
sequent details of the action which folloAved, being 
very full and complete, is here inserted: 

" The men were called to arms, but Avere for some 
time unable to discover their foes, Avho had entirely 
surrounded the position, and kept up a constant fir
ing at a distance, Avith no other effect than a Avaste of 
ammunition. When the fog rose it Avas apparent to 



94 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

all that we Avere surrounded, and that a desperate 
fio:ht Avas inevitable, all communication with the main 
army having been cut off. Immediate preparation 
Avas made by extending our right flank (first division) 
to the south, and placing the second division on the 
left, on the same side; so that they might be prepared 
for the enemy should they charge into the angle, and 
avoid the effect of a cross-fire of our own men, and 
likewise form a compact body, so that either might 
reinforce the other at the shortest notice without cross
ing the angle—an exposed ground, which would have 
occasioned certain loss. The men, in the meantime, 
were ordered to clear aAvay bushes and vines under 
the eminence in the rear, and along the margin of the 
river, and at the steepest places to cut steps for foot
hold, in order to afford them space to form and pass, 
and at suitable places ascend the 'bluff,' discharge 
their rifles, and fall back to reload. The work was 
not completed to our wish before the Mexican in
fantry were seen to advance, with arms trailed, to the 
right of the first division, and form the line of battle 
about tAVO hundred yards distance from the right flank. 
Five companies of cavalry supported them, covering 
our Avhole front and flank. 

" The engajrement commenced at about eii^ht o'clock, 
A.M., by the deadly crack of a rifle from the extreme 
right. The action Avas immediately general. The dis-



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 95 

charge from the enemy Avas one continued blaze of fire, 
whilst that from our lines was more sloAvly delivered, 
but Avith good aim and deadly effect, each man retir
ing under cover of the hill and timber, to giÂ e place 
to others until he reloaded. The battle had not lasted 
more than ten minutes, Avhen a brass six-pounder was 
opened on our line at the distance of about eighty 
yards from the right flank of the first division, and a 
charge sounded. But the cannon was cleared, as if 
by magic, and a check put to the charge. The same 
experiment was resorted to with like success three 
times, the division advancing under cover of the hill 
at each fire, and thus approximating near the cannon 
and victory. ' The cannon and victory,' was truly the 
Avar-cry; the enemy only fired it five times, and it had 
been three times cleared, and their charge as often 
broken, when a disorderly and precipitate retreat was 
sounded and most readily obeyed, leaving the cannon 
to the victors. Thus a detachment of ninety-two men 
gained a complete victory over part of the main army 
of the Central Government, being at least four to one, 
with only the loss of one brave soldier (Richard 
AndreAvs), and none wounded.* 

* Colonel Bowie estimated the Mexican loss at about sixty killed and forty 

wounded, the list of killed including many officers. None of the artillery

men escaped unhurt. There was no accurate return of the Mexican loss. 
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"No invidious distinction can be draAvn between 
any officer or private on this occasion. Every man 
Avas a soldier, and did his duty agreeably to the situ
ation and circumstances under Avhich he was placed. 
At the close of the engagement a piece of heavy ar
tillery was brought up and fired thrice, but at a dis
tance, and by a reinforcement of another company of 
cavalry, aided by six mules ready harnessed, they 
got it off. The main army (of Texas) reached us in 
about an hour after the enemy's retreat. Had it 
been possible to communicate AAdth- you (General 
Austin) and bring you up earlier, the victory would 
have been conclusive, and Bexar ours before twelve 
o'clock." 

At noon on the next day General Cos sent a flag of 
truce to General Austin, requesting permission to bury 
the dead, which was granted. 

After the battle of Concepcion, Austin encamped 
Avith his army on the field of battle until the 2d of 
November. He then moA''ed up north of the city, and 
camped on the river near its source. 

Occasional skirmishes took place, in one of which, 
the GRASS FIGHT, about fifty Mexicans Avere killed 
and several AA'ounded, Avhile the Texans lost two 
wounded and one missing. 

In the meantime, Caj^tain Westover, of the com
mand stationed at Goliad, after its capture by the 
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gallant Collingsworth, with thirty-six men attacked 
and took Lipantitlan, above San Patricio, its garrison 
of tAventy-one men and two pieces of artillery. 

While returning to Goliad after paroling their 
prisoners, they were attacked w^hile crossing the 
Nueces by about seventy Mexicans, of whom they 
killed and wounded al^out twenty, Avith a loss of one 
wounded, AA'hen the Mexicans retired. • 

"News of these successes," sa^'s Yoakum, "spread 
over the country through the agency of the com
mittees of safety, and cheered the Texans in their 
struggle. The same intelligence, reaching the United 
States, kindled a flame of sympathy everywhere. 
At New York, Cincinnati, Louisville, Nashville, 
Macon, Huntsville, Natchitoches, Mobile, New Or
leans, and other places, funds were raised, and emi

grants fitted out in squads, companies, and battalions. 
True, there were, in all these places, icy spirits, Avho 
had no sympathy, and Avho condemned Texas for not 
submitting to Santa Anna. Such men, if they really 
knew the wrongs inflicted on Texas, and those greater 
wrongs with Avhich she was threatened—had they 
lived in the time of the American ReA'olution, would 
have opposed it also. It ill became a country like 
the United States, still red with the blood of her 
rebellion against George IIL, to blame Texas for 
going into the contest Avith Mexican despotism. The 
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former revolted because of taxation without represeur 

tation. The wrongs of Texas were so much greater 
that she did not even complain of the absence of that 
right! Mexico complained to the United States that 
the revolted Texans were ' daily obtaining from New 
Orleans assistance of all kinds, in men, munitions, 
and arms, in silver and soldiers, who publicly enlist 
in that city, and carry with them arms against a 
friendly nation.' There was no law in the United 
States to prevent public meetings, or to prohibit the 
transmission of funds or arms to other countries; 
nor was there any law to prevent persons from leav
ing the United States, provided they did not organize 
and array theu- forces within her limits. President 
Jackson was not the man to shrink from any official 
duty, however painful; but, as an individual, he 
could not but feel an interest in a struggle like that 
in which Texas was engaged; and what he thought, 
he spoke. I t cannot be denied that in some instances 
the law was violated, and that organized bodies of 
men did leave the United States; but the sympatliy 
for the cause of the Texans was almost uniA'̂ ersal, and 
no one made it his business to advise prosecuting 
officers of these movements. They came—they aided 
Texas; she gave them a home, and many of them 
remained within her limits. The Lafayettes, the 
Pulaskis, and the Kosciuskos of Texas will be kindly 
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remembered, not only throughout her borders, but 
wherever liberty has friends." 

But to return to the CONSULTATION, which met in San 
Filipe November 1st, 1835, and organized on the 3d. 
Gen. Houston and other members, bA' the advice of 
Gen. Austin, left the army while it was encamped at 
the mission of Espada, to attend it. The municipali
ties were represented as follows: 

Municipality of Bevil: John Bevil, S. H. Everitt, 
Wyatt Hanks. 

San Augustine: William N. Sigler, A. Houston, A. 
E. C. Johnson, Henry Augustin, A. Horton, A. G. 
Kellogg. 

Nacogdoches : Sam Houston, James W. Robinson, 
Daniel Parker, William Whitaker. 

Columibia: John A. Wharton, J. S. D. Byrom, 
Edwin Waller, Henry Smith. 

Austin: Wylie Martin, Randal Jones, Thomas 
Barnett, Jesse Burnham, William Menefee. 

Liberty: Henry Millard, Claiborne West, George 
M. Patrick, J. B. W^oods, A. B. Hardin. 

Harrisburg: Lorenzo D. Zavala, M. W. Smith, 
William P. Harris, John W. Moore, C. C. Dyer, David 
B. Macomb. 

Matagorda: R. R. Royal, Charles Wilson. 

Mina: D. C. Barrett, R. M. Williamson, J. S. 

Lester. 
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Washington: Asa Mitchell, Elijah Collard, Jesse 

Grimes, Philip Coe, Asa Hoxey. 

Gonzales: W. S. Fisher, J. D. Clements, George 
W. Davis, James Hodges, William W. Arrington, 
Benjamin Fuqua. 

Viesca: S. T. Allen, A. G. Perry, J. G. W. Pierson, 
Alexander Thompson, J. W. Parker. 

Tenehaw: Martin Parmer. 
The Consultation superseded the council, and after 

thirteen days' labor organized a Provisional Govern
ment, republic in form, and elected Henry Smith, 
Governor; J. W. Robertson, Lieutenant-Governor; 
Sam Houston, Commander-in-Chief of the Army, and 
a council of twelve to co-operate with the Governor. 

Branch T. Archer, William H. Wharton, and Ste-, 
phen F. Austin, were duly chosen commissioners to 
the United States. Messrs. A. Houston, Daniel Par
ker, Jesse Grimes, A. G. Perry, D. C. Barrett, Henry 
Millard, Martin Parmer, J. D. Clements, R. R. Royal, 
W. P. Harris, E. Waller, and W. Hanks, were the 
counsel elected out of the Consultation, to remain and 
co-operate with Governor Smith in carrying out the 
organic laAA'. 

On the 25th of the same month, Gen Austin, having 
been notified of his ncAV appointment, turned over the 
command of the army before San Antonio, to CoL 
Edward Burleson, who had just been elected to sue-
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ceed him, and on the 30th, in person, made in sub
stance the folloAving excellent Report to the Provis
ional Government: 

" I have the satisfaction to say that the patriotism 
Avhich drew together the gallant volunteers now in 
service before Bexar and Fort Goliad is unabated. 
They left all the comforts and endearments of home to 
defend their constitutional rights, and the republican 
principles of the Federal System and Constitution of 
1824, and the vested rights of Texas under the law of 
the 7th of May of that year. Their basis is the Consti
tution and the Federal System. But should these be 
destroyed in Mexico, and the decree of the 3d of Oc
tober last, passed by the Central party (a copy of 
Avhich is herewith presented), be carried into effect, 
and a Central and despotic government established, 
where all the authority is to be concentrated in one 
person, or in a few persons, in the city of Mexico, sus
tained by military and ecclesiastical power; the volun
teer army will also, in that event, do their duty to 
their country, to the cause of liberty, and to them 
selves—as honor, patriotism, and the first law of 
nature may require. 

" That every people have the right to change their 
government, is unquestionable; but it is equally certain 
and true, that this change, to be morally or politically 
oldigatory, must be effected by the free expression of 
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the Avill of the community, and by legal and consti-
tutional means; for otherwise the stability of gov
ernments and the rights of the people would be at 
the mercy of fortunate revolutionists—of violence or 
faction. 

" Admitting, therefore, that a Central and despotic 
or st/rong government is best adapted to the education 
and habits of a portion of the Mexican people, and 
that they wish i t ; this does not, and cannot, give to 
them the right to dictate by unconstitutional means 
and force to the other portion, who have equal rights, 
and differ in opinion. 

"Had the change been effected by constitutional 
means, or had a National Convention been convened, 
and every member of the Confederacy been fairly re
presented, and a majority agreed to the change, it 
w^ould have placed the matter on different ground; 
but, even then, it would be monstrous to admit the 
principle, that the majority have the right to destroy 
the minority, for the reason that self-preservation is 
superior to all political obligations. That such a 
government as is contemplated by the before-mentioned 
decree of the 3d of October would destroy the peo
ple of Texas must be evident to all, when they consider 
its geographical situation, so remote from the contem
plated centre of legislation and power; populated as 
it is by a people who are so different in education. 
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habits, customs, language, and local wants, from all 
the rest of the nation; and, especially, when a portion 
of the Central party have manifested violent religious 
and other prejudices and jealousies against them. But 
no National Convention was convened, and the Consti
tution has been, and now is, violated and disregarded. 

"The constitutional authorities of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas solemnly protested against the 
change of government, for which act they were driven 
by military force from office and imprisoned. The 
people of Texas protested against it, as they had a 
right to do, for which they have been declared rel)els 
by the Government in Mexico. 

" However necessary, then, the basis established by 
the decree of the 3d of October may be to prevent 
civil Avars and anarchy in other parts of Mexico, it is 
attempted to be effected by force and unconstitutional 
means. However beneficial it may be to some parts 
of Mexico, it would be ruinous to Texas. This AdcAv 
])resents the whole subject to the people. If the}' 
submit to a forcible and unconstitutional destruction 
of the social compact which they have sworn to sup
port, they violate their oaths. If they submit to be 
tamely destroyed, they disregard their duty to them
selves, and Adolate the first laAv which God has stamped 
upon the heart of man, civilized or savage—^which is 
the law or the right of self-preservation. 
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"The decree of the 3d of October, therefore, if 
carried into effect, evidently leaves no remedy for 
Texas but resistance, secession from Mexico, and a 
direct resort to natural rights. 

" Such I believe to be the view which the volunteer 
army, lately under my command, has taken of this sub
ject; and such, in substance, the principles it is defend
ing, and will defend. That they are sound and just, 
and merit the approbation of all nations, I sincerely 
and conscientiously believe. 

" It may be out of place to speak of myself in such 
a communication as this, but I deem it right to say 
that I have faithfully labored for years to unite Texas 
permanently to the Mexican Confederation, by sepa
rating its local government and internal administration, 
so far as practicable, from every other part of Mexico, 
and placing it in the hands of the people of Texas, 
who are certainly best acquainted with their local 
wants, and could best harmonize in legislating for 
them. There Avas but one Avay to effect this union, 
with any hope of permanency or harmony, which Avas 
by erecting Texas into a State of the Mexican Con
federation. Sound policy, and the true interest of the 
Mexican Republic, evidently required that this should 
be done. 

"The people of Texas desired i t ; and if proofs were 
Avanting (but they are not) of their fidelity to theu* 
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obligations as Mexican citizens, this effort to erect 
Texas into a state affords one which is conclusive to 
every man of judgment Avho knoAVS anything about 
this country; for all such are convinced that Texas 
could not, and would not, remain united to Mexico 
Avithout the right of self-government as a separate 
state. 

" The object of the Texans, therefore, in wishing a 
separation from Coahuila, and the erection of their 
country into a state, was to avoid a total separation 
from Mexico by a revolution. Neither Coahuila, nor 
any other portion of the Mexican nation, can legislate 
on the internal affairs of Texas : it is impossible. 
This country must either be a state of the Mexican 
Confederation, or must separate in toto, as an inde
pendent community, or seek protection from some 
power that recognizes the principles of self-goA'em-
ment. I can see no remedy betAveen one of these 
three positions and total ruin. 

" I must particularly call the attention of the Pro-
A'isional Government to the Volunteer Army now in 
the field. That their services have been, and UOAV 

are, in the highest degree useful and important to 
Texas, is very evident. Had this army ncA'er crossed 
the Guadalupe—a movement Avhich some have con
demned—the Avar would have been carried by the 
Centralists into the colonies, and the settlements on 
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the Guadalupe and La Baca would probably have 
suffered, and perhaps have been broken up. The 
town of Gonzales had already been attacked, and 
many of the settlers were about to remove. 

" What effect such a state of things would have 
had upon the moral standing and prospects of the 
country, although a matter of opinion, is worthy of 
mature consideration, more especially when it is con
sidered that, at the time, the opinions of many Avere 
vacillating and unsettled, and much division prevailed. 
The Volunteer Army have also paralyzed the force of 
General Cos, so that it is shut up within the fortifica
tions of Bexar, incapable of any hostile movements 
whatever outside of the walls, and must shortly sur
render or be annihilated. The enemy has been beaten 
in every contest and skirmish, Avhich has proved the 
superiority of the volunteers, and given confidence to 
CA'ery one. Our undisciplined volunteers, but fcAV of 
whom were CÂ er in the field before, have acquired 
some experience, and much confidence in each other 
and in themselves, and are much better prepared for 
organization, and to meet a formidable attack than 
they Avere before. 

"The post of Goliad has been taken by the volun
teers, and the enemy deprived of large supplies which 
were at that place, and of the facilities of procuring 
others by water, through the port of Copano, which 
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is also closed upon them by the occupation of Goliad. 
The enemy has been driven fi'om the river Nueces by 
a detachment of the volunteers who garrison Goliad, 
and by tlie patriotic sons of Ireland from PoAver's 
colony. More than one hundred of the enemy, in
cluding many officers, have been killed; a great 
many have been Avounded, others have deserted, and 
a valuable piece of brass cannon, a six-pounder, has 
been taken, and another preserved (the one that Avas 
at Gonzales) from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. Three hundred head of horses have been 
taken, and the resources for sustaining an army in 
Bexar are all destroyed or exhausted, so that an 
enemy in that place is at this time more than three 
hundred miles from any supplies of bread-stuff, and 
many other necessary articles. All this has been 
effected by the Volunteer Army hi a little more than 
one month, and with the loss of only one man killed 
in battle, and one wounded (who has nearly recov
ered) before Bexar; one wounded at Goliad, and 
one at Lipantitlan, on the Nueces. In short, the 
moral and political influence of the campaign is 
equally beneficial to Texas and to the sacred cause of 
the Constitution and of liberty, and honorable to the 
Volunteer Army. This army is composed, principally, 
of the most intelligent, respectable, and Avealthy 
citizens of the country; and of volunteers from 
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Louisiana and Alabama—men who have taken up 
arms from principle, from a sense of duty, and from 
the purest motives of patriotism and philanthropy. 
They have bravely sustained the rights of Texas and 
the cause of Mexican liberty, and patiently borne 
the exposure and fatigue of a Avinter's campaign 
during the most inclement, wet, and cold spell of 
weather known in this country for many years. The 
most of them are men of families, whose loss would 
have made a fearful void in our thin community. 
They might have been precipitated upon the fortifica
tions of Bexar, which were defended by seven or eight 
hundred men and a number of cannon, and taken the 
place by storm against superior numbers; and Texas 
might, and in all probability would, have been cov
ered Avith mourning in the hour of victory. On con
sultation with the officers in council of war, it Avas 
deemed most prudent not to hazard so much in the 
commencement of the contest, Avhen a disaster would 
have been so materially injurious; and the system was 
adopted of wasting away the resources, and spirits, 
and numbers of the enemy by a siege, the ultimate 
success of Avhich appeared to be certain, without any 
serious hazard on our part. That the fall of Bexar 
Avithin a short time, and with a very little loss, will 
be the result, I have no doubt. 

" I consider the Volunteer Army to be the main 
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hope of Texas at this time, and until a regular army 
can be organized; and I recommend that it be sus
tained and provided for in the most effectual and 
efficient manner. 

" Before closing this communication, I deem it to be 
my duty to recommend to the consideration of the 
Provisional Government the situation of the inhabi
tants of Bexar and Goliad. The necessary and indis
pensable operations of the war have compelled the 
army to make use of a considerable amount of their 
property, particularly corn and beef cattle. So soon 
as circumstances will permit, I respectfully recom
mend that some system be adopted to ascertain the 
amount of property thus used, and to provide for a 
just compensation. This recommendation also extends 
to horses or other property lost byi;he Volunteers. 

" I AAdll present to government another report on a 
special subject of importance." 

" In the other report of Mr. Austin alluded to, he 
advised the calling of a convention, Avith plenary 
powers, and is as follows: 

" At the time of the former elections, the people 
did not and could not fully understand their true situ
ation; for it was not known then, to a certainty, 
what changes Avould take place in Mexico, AA'hat kind 
of government would be established, or Avhat course 
would be pursued toAvards Texas. It Avas only knoAvn 
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then that the Central party was in power, that all its 
measures tended to the destruction of the Federal 
system, and that preparations were making to invade 
Texas. 

" But, at the present time, the people know that the 
government is changed—that Centralism is estab
lished by the decree of the 3d of October last, and 
that they are threatened with annihilation. In short, 
the whole picture is now clearly before their view, and 
they see the dangers that are hanging over them. Can 
these dangers be averted by a provisional organization 
which is based upon a declaration that is equivocal 
and liable to different constructions ? Does not the 
situation of the country require a more fixed and 
stable state of things ? In short, is it not necessary 
that Texas should now say in plain, and positive, and 
unequi\'ocal language, what is the position she occu
pies, and will occupy; and can such a declaration be 
made without a new and direct resort to the people, 
by calling, as speedily as possible, a convention with 
plenary powers, based upon the principle of equal re
presentation in proportion to the population ? 

" These are questions of the most vital importance. 
I respectfully submit them to the calm deliberation of 
the Provisional Government, in the full confidence 
that all the attention will be given to the subject 
which its importance merits. 
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" Without expressing any individual opinion of my 
OAvn as to the time or day when the UCAV elections 
ought to take place, Avhich would, perhaps, be inde
corous in such a communication as this, the object of 
which is to lay facts before the Provisional Govern
ment, I deem it to be my duty to say, that so far as I 
could judge of the opinions and wishes of the citizens 
who were in the Volunteer Army when I left them 
on the 25th ult., they were in favor of an immediate 

election of a convention Avith plenary power." 
In all probability, had the Consultation made a 

declaration of independence, framed a Constitution, 

and ordered an election for officers under it, Mr. 
Austin would have been satisfied. The decree so 
often alluded to in the foregoing pages is as folloAvs: 

[Decree of the 3d of October, 1835.] 

" Ofiice of the First Secretary of State, 
Interior Department. 

"His Excellency the President, ^7'(9 tern., of the Mexi

can United States to the Inhabitants of the Repub

lic. Know ye, that the General Congress has 

decreed the following: 

" A R T . 1. The present governors of the states shall 
continue, notAAdthstanding the time fixed by the Con
stitution may have expired; but shall be dependent 
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for their continuance in the exercise of their attri
butes upon the Supreme Government of the nation. 

"ART. 2. The legislatures shall immediately cease 
to exercise their legislative functions: but before 
dissolving (and those ^vhich may be in recess meet
ing for the purpose), they shall appoint a Department 
Council, composed, for the present, of five individuals, 
chosen either within or without their OAVU body, to 
act as a council to the governor; and in case of a 
vacancy in that office, they shall propose to the 
Supreme General Government three persons possessing 
the qualifications hitherto required: and until an 
appointment be made, the gubernatorial powers shall 
be exercised by the first on the list Avho is not an 
ecclesiastic. 

" ART. 3. In those states Avhere the legislature can
not be assembled within eight days, the Ayuntamiento 
of the capital shall act in his place, only for the 
purpose of electing the five individuals of the Depart
ment Council. 

" A R T . 4. All the judges and tribunals of the 
states, and the administration of justice, shall con
tinue as hitherto, until the organic law relative to 
this branch be formed. The responsibilities of the 
functionaries Avliich could only be investigated before 
Congress, shall be referred to, and concluded before 
the Supreme Court of the nation. 

- ^ 
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" A R T . 5. All the subaltern officers of the state 
shall also continue for the present (the places which 
are vacant, or which may be vacated, not to be filled), 
but they, as well as the officers, revenues, and 
branches under their charge, remain subject to, and 
at the disposal of, the Supreme Government of the 
nation, by means of the respective governors. 

"Palace of the Federal Government in Mexico, 
October 3d, 1835. 

"MAGUIL BARRAGAN, 

" A. D. MANUEL DIEZ, DE BONILLA." 

General Austin gained but little glory as a mili
tary man. His great, big heart Avas too tender to see 
men bleed and die without pain; and then each one 
of the volunteer army was his dear friend. 

" I am afraid," he Avrote to Captain Dimit, on the 
2d of November, " that our future operations will be 
tedious and prolonged, OAving to the strength of the 
fortifications at this place, of which Ave haA'e certain 
information. Whether the army can be kept together 
long enough to aAvait the arrival of reinforcements, 
and the necessary supply of heavy battering-cannon 
and ammunition, I am sorry to say, is somewhat 
uncertain." 

At one time he had 1,000 men before San Antonio, 

after this he Avas joined by the Xeiv Orleans Grays 
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and English's company from Eastern Texas, so that 
had all remained he would have had 1,300 men with 
Avhich to have taken the place by assault. But he 
felt sure of it in the end, and would not order an 
assault for fear of losing a few precious lives, so the 
men became impatient of camp life and Avanted to go 
home. Rusk and Travis would enthuse them occa
sionally by dashing up with them near the forti
fications, but the cold weather and rains set in and 
they went home. They were mostly farmers Avith fami
lies, and had joined the army in a hurry, with their 
summer clothes on—it had turned cold, so they went 
home to see their families and to get winter clothes. 

"The men," says l̂̂ ^ennedy, "wearied with idly 
gazing at the walls of the beleaguered town, impor
tuned the general to order an immediate assault. 
One day, and then another, were successively named 
for indulging their ardor, but nothing was done; and 
on the evening of the 4th of December, the order 
was giA'̂ en to break up the camp and retire into winter 
quarters." 

This order was received by the majority of the 
500 remaining troops with regret and chagrin. 

Yoakum Avrites: " I t was then," says an eye-witness, 
" that the scene Avas Avholly indescribable, and serious 
apprehensions were entertained that our camp would 
become the theatre of blood." 
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Some Avished to obey the order and raise the siege, 
while others were eager for an attack. 

At the height of the excitement glorious old Ben 

Milam cried out, at the top of his voice: "TFAo will 

go with old Ben Milam into San Antonfo f'' 

This inquiry was ansAvered joyously and instantly 
by 300 volunteers, whom, Avith the approbation of 
the commanding general, Burleson, he organized into 
tAA''o divisions, one of which he commanded in person, 
while the other was led by Colonel Frank Johnson, 
one of ihe proscribed. 

General Cos had about 800 men in the Alamo and 
the Plazas—an oblong square surrounded by stone 
houses and separated by the church and houses north 
and south of it. Solidad, Acequia, and Flores Streets 
run into the Plazas from the north, and were for
tified by cannon and barricades where they entered 
the Plazas—named Main and Military, the latter 
west, the former east of the church. 

Having sent Colonel J. C. Neill with a party to 
make a feint attack upon the Alamo, Colonel Milam 
and Johnson Avith 300 men and two cannon, before 
day on the morning of the 5th, entered the city and 
made lodgments in two famous buildings known as 
the Veramandi and Garza houses, about one hundred 
yards apart, the former east of Solidad, the latter 
east of Acequia Streets. The folloAving despatch, 

j - ^ ^ : 
Sfi.-
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signed by B. R. Milam and Edward Burleson, and 
dated Oth December, 1835, was sent to the Provisional 
Government at San Filipe : 

"Yesterday morning, at daylight, or rather some 
tAventy miilutes before. Colonel Milam, with a party 
of about 300 volunteers, made an assault upon the 
town of Bexar. His party he distributed in tAvo 
divisions, which, on entering the town, took pos
session of tAVO buildings near each others-near the 
place Avhere they have been ever since battling Avith 
the enemy. They have so far had a fierce contest, the 
enemy offering a strong and obstinate resistance. The 
houses occupied by us command some of the cannon 
in the place, or have silenced them entirely, as it is 
reported to us. The issue is doubtful, of course. 

Ugartechea is on the Avay, with considerable re
inforcements; how near has not yet been exactly 
ascertained; but certainly he is not more than from 
fifty to sixty miles off. This express has been 
despatched for an immediate supply of ammunition, 
as much powder and lead as can possibly be sent 
instantly. Of the first-mentioned article, there is none 
beyond the cannon cartridges already made up. I 
hope that good mules, or horses, Avill be procured to 
send on these articles Avith the greatest possible speed, 
travelling night and day, for there is not a moment to 
be lost. Reinforcements of men are, perhaps, indis-
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pensable to our salvation. I hope every exertion will 
be made to force them to our relief immediately." 

In his official report of the storming of San Antonio, 
Colonel Johnson says: 

" At seven o'clock a heaA'y cannonading from the 
town was seconded by a Avell-directed fire from the 
Alamo, which for a time prevented the possildlity of 
covering our lines, or effecting a safe communication 
between the two divisions. In consequence of the 
twelve-pounder having been dismounted, and the want 
of proper cover for the other gun, little execution was 
done by our artillery during the day. We were, there
fore, reduced to a close and well-directed fire from 
our rifles, Avhich, notwithstanding the advantageous 
position of the enemy, obliged them to slacken their 
fire, and several times to abandon their artillery Avith
in range of our shot. Our loss during the day Avas 
one private killed ; one colonel and one firstdieutenant 
severely wounded; one colonel Rightly, three privates 
dangerously, six severely, and three slightly. During 
the whole of the night (of the 5th) the tAVO divisions 
Avere occupied in strengthening their positions, open
ing trenches, and effecting a safe communication, 
although exposed to a heavy cross-fire from the enemy, 
which slackened towards morning. I may remark 
that the want of proper tools rendered this under
taking doubly arduous. 
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" At daylight of the 6th the enemy were observed 
to haA-e occupied the tops of the houses in our front, 
AA'here, under cover of breast-works, they opened 
through loop-holes a very brisk fire of small arms on 
our Avhole line, followed by a steady cannonading from 
the town, in front, and from the Alamo on the left 
flank, with few interruptions during the day. A de
tachment of Captain Crane's company, under Lieuten
ant W. McDonald, folloAved by others, gallantly pos
sessed themselves, under a severe fire, of the house to 
the right, and in advance of the first division, which 
considerably extended our line; while the rest of the 
army was occupied in returning the enemy's fire and 
strengthening our trenches, which enabled our artil
lery to do some execution, and complete a safe com
munication from right to left. Our loss this day 
amounted to three privates severely Avounded and two 
slightly.* During the night the fire from the enemy 
was inconsiderable, and our people were occupied in 
making and filling sand-bags, and otherwise strength
ening our lines. 

"A t daylight on the 7th it was discovered that the 
enemy had, during the night previous, opened a trench 
on the Alamo side of the river, and on t|ie left flank, 

* The late Thomas W. Ward lost a leg here, and was afterwards nick-named 

Old Peg-Leg. Hon. Sam. A. Maverick and J. W. Smith did good service in 

this storming party. 
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as well as strengthened their battery on the cross 
street leading to the Alamo. From the first, they opened 
a brisk fire of small ai-ms; fi'om the last, a heavy can
nonade, as Avell as small arms, which was kept up un
til eleven o'clock, Avhen they were silenced by our 
superior fire. About twelve o'clock, Henry Karnes,* 
of Capt. York's company, exposed to a heaAy fire from 
the enemy, gallantly adAanced to a house in front of 
the first division; and, with a crow-bar, forced an en
trance, through which the whole company immediately 
foUoAved him, and made a secure lodgment. In the 
evening, the enemy renewed a heavy fire from all the 

* Henry Karnes was one of those remarkable characters whose true 

history is a romance. He was raised in Tennessee. At an early age he 

joined a company of Arkansas trappers, who turned their attention to 

attacks on the Pawnee villages on the head-branches of Red River ; but, hav

ing disagreed, they separated. Karnes, with three or four others, proceeded 

across to the head of the Trinity. Here, having their horses stolen, they 

obtained a canoe, and floated down the river to Robbins's Ferry. Karnes 

procured employment at Groce's Retreat, where the war found hitn. He 

entered the Texan service, and fought with a hearty good-will. One who 

was often with him, and by his side at Concepcion, says he never knew him 

to swear before or since that day. But when he came into the lines, after 

being shot at so often, and began to load his rifle, he exclaimed with some 

wrath, " T h e d d rascals have shot out the bottom of my powder-

horn !" Karnes rose to the rank of colonel in Texas. He was of 

low stature, and weighed about one hundred and sixty pounds; was quiet, 

sober, and temperate, and had an effeminate voice. He was whoUy illiterate, 

yet he had remarkable gentleness and delicacy of feelmg, and was otherwise 

amiable in private life. He died at San Antonio, m August, 1840, surrounded 

by his numerous friends.— Yoakum. 
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positions Avhich could bear upon us, and at about half-
past three o'clock, as our gallant commander. Colonel 
Milam, Avas passing into the yard of my position (the 
house of Berimendi) he received a rifle shot in the 
head, which caused his instant death—an irreparable 
loss at so critical a moment. Our casualties other
Avise, during the day, were only two privates slightly 
Avounded. 

" At a meeting of officers, held at seven o'clock, I 
Avas invested with the chief command, with Major 
Morris as my second. Captains Llewellyn, English, 
Crane, and Landrum, with their respective compa
nies, forced their Avay into, and took possession of 
the house of Don J. Antonio Navarro, an advanced 
and important position close to the square. The fire 
of the enemy became interrupted and slack during 
the whole night, and the weather exceedingly cold 
and wet. 

" The morning of the 8th continued cold and wet, 
and but little firing on either side. At nine o'clock, 
the same companies who took possession of Don J. 
Antonio Navarro's house, aided by a detachment of 
the Grays, adA'anced and occupied the Zambrano Row, 
leading to the Square, Avithout any accident. The 
brave conduct on this occasion of William Graham, of 
Cook's company of Grays, merits mention. A heavy 
fire of artillery and small arms was opened on this 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 1 2 1 

position by the enemy, who disputed every inch of 
ground, and after suffering a severe loss in officers 
and men, were obliged to retire from to room to room, 
until they evacuated the whole building. During-
this time, our men were reinforced by a detachment 
from York's company, under the command of Lieu
tenant Gill. The cannonading was exceedingly heavy 
from all quarters during the day, but did no essential 
damage. Our loss consisted of one captain seriously 
wounded and two privates severely. At seven o'clock, 
P.M., the party in Zambrano's Row were reinforced by 
Captains Swisher, Alley, Edwards, and Duncan, and 
•their respective companies. 

"This evening we had undoubted information of 
the arrival of a strong reinforcement to the enemy, 
under Colonel Ugartechea. At half-past ten o'clock, 
P.M., Captains Cook and Patton, with the company of 
New Orleans Grays* and a company of Brazoria 
Volunteers, forced their way into the priest's house 
in the square, although exposed to the fire of a batteiy 

* " The appearance of the Grays at Nacogdoches on their way to San An-

tonia," says the late Adolphus Steme, ' ' had a fine effect on the Cherokee Indi

ans, a large number of whom were then in town. Their fine uniform caps and 

coats attracted the notice of the chief, BoUes. He inquired if they were 

Jackson^s v!xen.. ' Certainly they are,'said Steme. ' Are there more com

ing?'—'Yes,' was the reply. 'How many more?'asked BoUes. Steme 

told him to count the haiis on his head, and he would know. In twenty, 

miuulies the Indians had aU left the town 1" 
6 
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of three guns and a large body of musqueteers. Be
fore this, hoAvever, the division was reinforced from 
the reserve by Captains Cheshire, Lewis, and Suther
land, and their companies. 

" Immediately after we got possession of the priest's 
house, the enemy opened a furious cannonade from 
all their batteries, accompanied by incessant volleys 
of small arms, against every house in our possession, 
and every part of our lines, which continued unceas
ingly until half-past six o'clock A.M. of the 9 th, when 
they sent a flag of truce, with an intimation that they 
desired to capitulate. Our loss in this night's attack, 
consisted of one man only, dangerously Avounded, 
Avhile in the act of spiking a cannon." 

On the morning of the 10th, Gen. Cos surrendered, 
and on the 14th set out for the Rio Grande, with 1,105 
troops, the remainder of his army, which amounted to 
about 1,400, having concluded to remain in San 
Antonio. 

Thus by the heroism of Milam and his comrades 
Avas the stronghold of the Mexicans in Texas taken, 
])ut at the loss of that gallant soldier, the brave 
Milam. 

Often have I entered the Old Veramandi and asked: 
" Where is Milam's grave f " but no one ever ansAvered 
the question, and unless some of his comrades in this 
brilliant achievement shall return to the place of his 
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glory, and mark the ^^ grave where our hero they 

buried^'' it Avill be unknoAvn to future generations. 

With the capture of San Antonio ended the cam
paign of 1835. In a lictle more than tAvo months 
every hostile ^Mexican had been driven from the soil 
of Texas, Avith but A'ery slight loss. CoL Johnson, 
Avith a small garrison, remained at San Antonio, Avhile 
the majority of the little army went home. In the 
language of the English historian of Texas: " They 
had toiled, and suffered, and fought, like men to AA'hom 
the fairest fields and the brightest skies are valueless 
and cheerless, Avithout the invigorating exercise of 
their constitutional rights. With the degenerate races 
of the South, liljertyAvas but a poetical abstraction—the 
catch-AVord of the intriguing demagogue—the Avar-cry 
of the ambitious soldier: Avith the iinglo-Americans 
it was a substantial inheritance—dear to them as 
the memory of tlieir ancestors—essential to their 
social progress as the air of heaven to their physical 
existence. It Avas the spirit of independence that stim
ulated the Northern husbandmen to turn their faces 
toward the sun of the tropic, and sustained them 
amidst trials of Avhich the pampered inhabitants of 
the cities of the old Avorld can form no conception. 
The charter Avhich had hitherto protected and encour
aged the settlers—the Mexican Constitution of 1824 
—had been violated; the armed partisan had usurped 
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the seat of the judge; drum-head decisions had been 
substituted for the aAvards of laAV, and the colonists 
were left to choose between resistance, Avith its danger, 
and submission, Avith its disgrace. They made their 
election Avith a full perception of the consequences it 
might involve, and staked life and laud in defence of 
their chartered liberties. Their first essay in the field 
Avas astonishingly successful; and the storming of 
Bexar will rank among the most remarkable feats of 
chivalrous daring. To what did they owe their suc
cess ? Not to the arts of professional soldiership, for 
of these they Avere ignorant; not to numerical strength, 
for they were comparatively few—ill-armed, ill-clad, 
and ill-fed. In their moral organization—in the proud 
sense of their superiority, as instructed freemen, over 
the puppets of ignorant and intolerant misrule, lay 
the secret of their triumphs." 



CHAPTER V. 

The PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT and the GENERAL COUNCIL.—Gen. Hous

ton's Proclamation.—Dr. James Grant and the Matamoras/ewer.—Gen. 

Mexia's Expedition to Tampico.—Cols. Fannin and Johnson made 
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^T^HE Provisional Government of Texas, AA'hich ex-
isted only about four months, Avas not a success. 

The governor and Council soon fell out, and the 
Council passed a resolution deposing Gov. Smith and 
placing in his stead the lieut.-governor. 

In less than a month after its inauguration it was 
openly declared that " the existing authorities Avere 
not equal to the crisis; that the officers and the mem
bers of the council were Avorthless and imbecile; and 
that it was necessary fortliAvith to reorganize the 
gOA'ernment and give it a more energetic administra
tion, in order to save the country from ruin." 

Gen. Houston sided Avith the goA'ernor, but gave 
his powerful aid on the stump and in the Council for 
•the su])port and continuance of the administration. 

Before the news of the storming of San Antonio 
arrived, in his official capacity he issued the following: 
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Proclamation of Sam Houston, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Army of Texas. 

HEADQUARTERS, WASHINGTON, TEXAS, December 12, 1835. 

CITIZENS OF TEXAS : Your situation is peculiarly 
calculated to call forth all your manly energies. Under 
the republican constitution of Mexico you Avere in
vited to Texas, then a Avilderness. You have reclaimed 
and rendered it a cultivated country. You solemnly 
swore to support the constitution and its laAvs. Your 
oaths are yet inviolate. In accordance therewith you 
have fought with the liberals against those who sought 
to overthroAV the constitution in 1832, Avhen the 
present usurper was the champion of liberal princi
ples in Mexico. Your obedience has manifested your 
integrity. You have Avitnessed with pain the convul
sions of the interior, and a succession of usurpations. 
You have experienced in silent giief the expulsion of 
your members elect from the State Congress. 

You have realized the horrors of anarchy and the 
dictation of military rule. The promises made to you 
have not been fulfilled. Your memorials for the re
dress of grievances haA'e been disregarded; and the 
agents you have sent to IMexico have been imprisoned 
for years, Avithout enjoying the rights of trial agree
ably to laAV. Your constitutional executive has been 
deposed by the bayonets of a mercenary soldiery, while 
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your Congress has been dissoh'ed by A'iolence, and its 
members either fled or Avere arrested by the military 
force of the country. The federation has been dis
solved, the constitution declared at an end, and cen
tralism has been established. Amid all these trying 
vicissitudes, you remained loyal to the duty of citizens, 
Avith a hope that liberty Avould not perish in the 
Republic of Mexico. But Avhile you Avere fondly 
cherishing this hope, the dictator required the sur
render of the arms of the CIAIC militia, that he migiit 
be enabled to establish on the I'uins of the constitu
tion, a system of policy which Avould forcA'cr enslave 
the people of Mexico. Zacatecas, unwilling to yield 
her sovereignty to the demand Avhich struck at the root 
of all liberty, refused to disarm her citizens of their 
private arms. Ill-fated state ! Her poAver as well as 
her Avealth aroused the ambition of Santa Anna, and 
excited his cupidity. Her citizens became the first 
A'ictims of his cruelty, Avhile her Avealth Avas sacrificed 
in payment for the butchery of her citizens. The suc
cess of the usurper determined him in exacting from 
the people of Texas submission to the central form of 
government; and, to enforce his plan of despotism, he 
dispatched a military force to iuA'ade the colonies, and 
exact the arms of the inhabitants. The citizens re
fused the demand, and the iuA^ading force Avas in
creased. The question then Avas, " Shall Ave resist the 
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oppression and live free, or violate our oaths and bear 
a despot's stripes ?" The citizens of Texas rallied to 
the defence of their rights. They have met four to 
one, and, by their chivalry and courage, have van
quished the enemy with a gallantry and spirit which 
is characteristic of the justice of our cause. 

The army of the people is now before Bexar, 
besieging the central army within its wall. Though 
called together at the moment, the citizens of Texas, 
unprovided as they were in the necessary munitions of 
war and supplies for an army, have maintained a siege 
for months. Always patient and untiring in their 
patriotism and zeal in the cause of liberty, they have 
borne every vicissitude of season and every incident of 
the soldier with a contempt of peril which reflects im
mortal honor on the members of the army of the people. 

Since our army has been in the field, a consultation 
of the people by their representatives, has met, and 
established a provisional government. This course has 
grown out of the emergencies of the country; the army 
has claimed its peculiar care. We are Avithout law, 
and without a constitutional head. The provisional 
executive and the general council of Texas are earnest
ly engaged in the discharge of their respective duties, 
preparing for every exigency of the country; and I am 
satisfied, from their zeal, ability, and patriotism, that 
Texas vrill have everything to hope, from their exer-
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tions in l)ehalf of the principles AA'hich we have 

aA'ovred. 

A regular army has been created, and liberal en

couragement has been given by the government. To 

all Avho Avill enlist for two years, or during the war, 

a bounty of tAventy-four dollars and eight hundred 

acres of land Avill be given. Provision has also been 

made for raising an auxiliary volunteer corps, to con

stitute par t of the army of Texas, Avhich Avill be 

placed under the command, and subject to the orders 

of the commanderdn-chief. The field for promotion 

Avill be open. The terms of service Avill be A-arious. 

To those Avho tender their services for, or during the 

war, will be given a bounty of six hundred and forty 

acres of land; an equal bounty Avill be giA ên to those 

Avho A^olunteer their services for two years; if for one 

year, a bounty of three hundred and tAventy acres; 

and to those AA'ho may volunteer for a shorter period, 

no bounty of land Avill be giA'en, but the same liberal 

pay, rations, etc., Avill be allowed them as other mem

bers of the arm'y. The rights of citizenship are ex

tended to all Avho wdll unite Avith us in defending the 

republican principles of the constitution of 1824, 

Citizens of Texas, your rights must l̂ e defended. 

The oppressors must be driven from our soil. Sub

mission to the laAvs and union among ourselves Avill 

render us invincible; subordination and discipline in 
6* 



130 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

our army Avill guarantee to us victory and i-euoAA-n. 
Our invader has SAA'orn to exterminate us, or sweep us 
from the soil of Texas. He is vigilant in his Avork of 
oppression, and has ordered to Texas ten thousand 
men to enforce the unhalloAved purposes of his ani-
Idtion. His letters to his subalterns in Texas have 
been intercepted, and his plans for our destruction are 
disclosed. Departing from the chiA'alric principles of 
ciA'ilized AA'arfare, he has ordered arms to be distrib
uted to a portion of our population, for the purpose 
of creating in the midst of us a servile Avar. The 
hopes of the usurper were inspired by a belief that 
the citizens of Texas were disunited and divided in 
opinion; that alone has been the cause of the present 
invasion of our rights. He shall realize the fallacy of 
his hopes in the union of her citizens, and their ETI:R-

NAL RESISTANCE to liis plaus agaiust constitutional lib
erty. We will enjoy our birthright, or perish in its 

defence. 

The services of fiA'e thousand volunteers Avill be ac
cepted. By the first of March next Ave must meet the 
enemy Avith an army Avorthy of our cause, and which 
Avill reflect honor upon freemen. Our habitation 
must be defended; the sanctity of our hearths aud 
firesides must be preserved from pollution. Liberal 
Mexicans Avill unite with us. Our countrymen in the 
field have presented an example Avorthy of imitation. 
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Generous and brave hearts from a land of freedom 
haA-e joined our standard before Bexar. They have, 
by their heroism and valor, called forth the admira
tion of their comrades in arms, and have reflected 
additional honor on the land of their birth. Let the 
brave rally to our standard. 

SA:M HOUSTON, 

Commander-in-Chief of the A7'my. 

But notiAvthstanding his efforts the governor and 
the Council kept on at war, one great cause of which 
was a plan for the capture of Matamoras, which origi
nated with one Dr. Grant, w ĥo Avas one of the storm
ing party that entered San Antonio on the 8th Decem
ber, and was wounded seriously on the first day of the 
contest. 

Grant was a man of wealth, and lived in the interior 
of Mexico, and was very plausible in representing the 
facility Avith Avhich Matamoras, Avith all its wealth, 
might be taken, " and thence," according to Yoakum, 
carrying the war "into the interior of Mexico, that he 
might return to his princely domains at Parras. 
Among the volunteers and adventurers at San Antonio 
he was incessantly painting in lively colors the rich 
spoils of Tamaulipas, New Leon, Coahuila, and San 
Luis Potosi, the facility of the descent, the coAvardly 
nature of the inhabitants, and the charming beauties 

^^.iiaisfeb.. 
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of the valleys of the San Juan, the Sabinas, and the 

Santander. 

" This Avas enough: the bold and fiery spirits Avho 
had just driven tAvice their number from the strong walls 
of Bexar and the Alamo, Avere ready to go. They 
Avanted but a leader and a cause. The authority of 
Texas was invoked. The governor was prudent, and 
preferred to folloAV the landmarks laid down by the 
Consultation. The Council was otherwise. This body, 
changing almost daily, contained but few of the 
original members, and the change had not been 
for the better, in either wisdom or integrity. They 
had ceased to feel any responsibility for their official 
conduct." 

Dr. Grant, as did also the Mexican General 
Mexia, declared that the inhabitants of Matamoras 
and the interior of Mexico were opposed to the central
ism of Santa Anna as much as Texans Avere, and, as a 
matter of course, would join hands and hearts with 
them on their approach, and Avas so successful that 
he not only made f olloAvers in the army at San Anto
nio, but also carried Avith him the Council and many 
good Texans. 

Gen. Houston opposed this movement, and in order 
to counteract it sent the following order to Colonel 

« 

James BoAvie: 
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" [Army Orders.] HEADQUARTERS, SAN FELIPE, December 17, 18:35. 

" SIR : In obedience to the order of his Excellency 
Henry Smith, Governor of Texas, of this date, I haA'e 
the honor to direct that, in the event you can obtain 
the services of a sufficient number of men for the pur
pose, you Avill forth^vith proceed on the route to Mata
moras, and, if possible, reduce the place and retain 
possession until further orders. Should you not find 
it Avithin your power to attain an object so desirable 
as the reduction of Matamoras, you Avill, by all possi
ble means, conformably to the rules of civilized Avar-
f are, annoy the troops of the central army; and reduce 
and keep possession of the most eligible position on 
the frontier, using the precaution Avhich characterizes 
your mode of Avarfare. You wdll conduct the cam
paign. Much is referred to your discretion. Should 
you commence the campaign, you will, from time to 
time, keep the government advised of your operations, 
through the commander-in-chief of the army. Under 
any circumstances, the port of Copano is important. 

" If any officers or men, Avho haA'e at any time been 
released on parole, should be taken in arms, they Avill 
be proper subjects for the consideration of a court-
martial. Great caution is necessary in the country of 
an enemy. 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in- Chief ̂ "^ 
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On the 14th December, tAventy-eight surviving mem
bers of the ill-fated expedition fitted out at New 
Orleans, under the auspices of General Mexia, num
bering 130 men, which sailed to Tampico in November, 
haAdng been deserted by their God-and-Liberty-loving-
Greaser-commander, after a drum-head trial and con
viction, were shot to death. 

On the 7th of January the Council created Col. J. 
W. Fannin agent, with plenary powers to organize a 
force and reduce Matamoras, with liberty to report to 
the commanding general, the governor, or the Council, 

Soon after this. Col. F. W. Johnson was also com
missioned for the same purpose. 

On the Oth, Gov. Smith ordered Gen. Houston " to 
repair to Bexar, or such other point on the frontier as 
he might deem most eligible, and establish his head
quarters; also to establish such subordination, and 
place the army in such situation, as to commence 
active operations by the earliest day possible; and iu 
the meantime, to annoy and injure the enemy as 
much as circumstances would permit." 

Starting on the 8th, Gen. Houston arrived at Goliad 
on the 16th. From thence he went to Refugio, Avhere, 
on the 21st, Col. F. W. Johnson exhibited to him his 
powers from the Council, and also made him acquainted 
Avith those of Col. Fannin, whereupon, considering him 
self superseded, he returned through Goliad to Wash-
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ington, and on the 30th made the folloAving report to 
Gov. Smith: 

" To Governor Henry Smith. 

"MUNICIPALITY OF WASHINGTON, January 30, 1836. 

" SIR : I have the honor to report to you that, in 
obedience to your order under date of the 6th inst., I 
left Washington on the 8th, and reached Goliad on 
the night of the 14th. On the morning of that day I 
met Captain Dimit, on his return home AAdth his com
mand, who reported to me the fact that his caballada 

of horses (the most of them private property) had 
been pressed by Dr. Grant, who styled himself acting 
commander-in-chief of the federal army, and that he 
had under his command about two hundred men. 
Captain Dimit had been relieved by Captain P. S. 
Wyatt, of the volunteers from Huntsville, Alabama. 
I was also informed by Major R. C. Morris that bread
stuff Avas Avanted in camp; and he suggested his Avish 
to remove the volunteers farther west. By express, 
I had advised the stay of the troops at Goliad until I 
could reach that point. 

" On my arrival at that post, I found them destitute 
of many supplies necessary to their comfort on a cam
paign. An express reached me from Lieutenant-
Colonel Neill, of Bexar, of an expected attack from 
the enemy in force. I immediately requested Colonel 
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James Bowie to march with a detachment of volun
teers to his relief. He met the request with his usual' 
promptitude and manliness. This intelligence I for
warded to your excellency, for the action of govern
ment. With a hope that supplies had or would imme
diately reach the port of Copano, I ordered the troops, 
through Major R. C. Morris, to proceed to Refugio 
mission, where it Avas reported there would be an 
abundance of beef—leaA^ing Captain Wyatt and his 
command, for the present, in possession of Goliad,'or 
until he could be relicA^ed by a detachment of regulars 
under the command of Lieutenant Thornton, and some 
recruits that had been enlisted by Captain Ira West-
over. On the arrival of the troops at Refugio, I 
ascertained that no breadstuffs could be obtained, nor 
was there any intelligence of supplies reaching Copa
no, agreeably to my expectations, and in accordance 
with my orders of the 30th of December and 6th of 
January inst., directing the landing and concentrating 
of all the A'-olunteers at Copano. I had also advised 
Colonel A. Houston, the quartermaster-general, to for
ward the supplies he might obtain at New Orleans.to 
the same point. Not meeting the command of Major 
Ward, as I had hoped from the early advice I had sent 
him by Major George W. Poe, I determined to await 
his arrival and the command of Captain Wyatt. 
With a \dew to be in a state of readiness to march to 
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the scene of active operations at the first moment that 
my force, and the supplies necessary, could reach me, 
I ordered Lieutenant Thornton Avith his command 
(total twenty-nine) to Goliad, to relieve Captain 
Wyat t ; at the same time ordering the latter to join 
the volunteers at Refugio. I found much difficulty in 
preA'ailing on the regulars to march until they had re
ceived either money or clothing; and their situation 
was truly destitute. Had I not succeeded, the station 
at Goliad must have been left without any defence, 
and abandoned to the enemy, Avhatever importance 
its occupation may be to the security of the fron
tier. Should Bexar remain a military post, Goliad 
must be maintained, or the fonner will be cut off 
from all supplies arriving by sea at the port of 

Copano-
" On the evening of the 20th, F. W. Johnson, Esq., 

arrived at Refugio, and it was understood that he A\'as 
empowered by the General Council of Texas to inter
fere in my command. On the 21st, and previous to 
receiAdng notice of his arrival, I issued an order to 
organize the troops so soon as they might arrive at 
that place, agreeably to the ' ordinance for raising an 
auxiliary corps' to the army. A copy of the order I 
have the honor to enclose herewith. Mr. Johnson 
then called on me, previous to the circulation of the 
order, and shoAved me the resolutions of the General 
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Council, dated 14th of January, a copy of which I 
forward for the perusal of your excellency. 

" So soon as I was made acquainted with the nature 
of his mission, and the powers granted to J. W. 
Fannin, Jr., I could not remain mistaken as to the 
object of the Council, or the wishes of individuals. 
I had but one course left for me to pursue (the 
report of your being deposed had also reached me),. 
which was, to return, and report myself to you in 
person—inasmuch as the objects intended by your 
order were, by the extraordinary conduct of the 
Council, rendered useless to the country; and, by l | 
remaining with the army, the Council Avould have 
had the pleasure of ascribing to me the evils which^ 
their own conduct and acts will, in all probability, 
produce. I do consider the acts of the Council calcu
lated to protract the war for years to come; and the 
field which they have opened to insubordination, and 
to agencies without limit (unknown to military usage), 
will cost the country more useless expenditure than 
the necessary expense of the whole war would have 
been had they not transcended their proper duties* 
Without integrity of purpose, and well-devised meas
ures, our whole frontier must be exposed to the 
enemy. All the available resources of Texas are 
directed through special as Avell as general agende^M 

against Matamoras; and must, in all probability^ 
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iim 
I prove as unavailing to the interest as they will to the 
* honor of Texas. The regulars at Goliad cannot long 

be detained at that station, unless they should get 
supplies; and now all the resources of Texas are 
placed in the hands of agents unknown to the govern-

*̂  ment in its formation, and existing by the mere Avill 
1* of the Council; and will leave all other objects, 
'̂ . necessary for the defence of the country, neglected, 

J™ for the want of means, until the meeting of the con-
"^ H fl vention in March next. 
mi\ u j ^ ^^^ jjjy. wish, if it had been possible, to avoid 
yi ^1 for the present- the expression of any opinion which 
woilf might be suppressed in the present crisis. But since I 
evils # reported to your excellency, having had leisure to 
proki peruse all the documents of a controversial nature 
iciflli growing out of the relative duties of yourself and the 
le: aiiiJt, General Council to the people of Texas, are solution of 
!Mtioii,ii the Council, requiring of me an act of insubordination 
arjisp and disobedience to youi* orders, demands of me that 
ijijiujili I should inquire into the nature of that authority 

which would stimulate me to an act of treason, or an 
attempt to subvert the government which I have sworn 
to support. The only constitution which Texas has is 
the * organic law.' Then any violation of that law, 
which would destroy the basis of government, must be 
treason. Has treason been committed? if so, by 
whom, and for what purpose? The history of the last 
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fcAv Aveeks Avill be the best answer that can be 
rendered. 

" After the capitulation of Bexar, it Avas understood 
at head-quarters that there Avas much discontent Avith 
the troops then at that point, and that it might be 
necessary to employ them in some active enterprise, 
or the force Avould dissolve. With this information 
Avas suggested the expediency of an attack on Mata
moras. For the purpose of improving Avhatever 
advantages might have been gained at Bexar, I ap
plied to your excellency for orders, Avhich I obtained,. 
directing the adoption of such measui-es as might be j 
deemed best for the protection of the frontier and the , 
reduction of Matamoras. This order was dated 17th 
of December; and on the same date I Avrote to Colonel 
James Bowie, directing him, in the event he could 
obtain a sufficient number of volunteers for the pur
pose, to make a descent on Matamoras; and, if his 
force Avould not justify that measure, he Avas directed 
to occupy the most advanced post, so as to check the 
enemy, and by all means to place himself in a situa
tion to command Copano. Colonel Bowie did not 
receive the order: having left Goliad for Bexar, he 
Avas not apprised of it until his arrival at San Felipe, 
about the 1st of January instant. JNIy reason for 
ordering Colonel Bo^^de on the service Avas, his fami
liar acquaintance Avith the country, as A veil as the 
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nature of the population through Avhich troops must 
pass, as also their resources; and to this I freely add 
that there is no man on Avhose forecast, prudence, aud 
valor, I place a higher estimate than Colonel Bowie. 

"Previous to this time, the General Council had 
adopted a resolution requiring the governor to direct 
the removal of. the head-quarters of the army, and I 
had been ordered to Washington, for their establish
ment, until further orders. I had been detained, 
aAA âiting coi)ies of the ordinances relative to the arm}'. 
Their design Avas manifest, nor could their objects be 
misapprehended, though the extent to Avhich they were 
then carrying them was not knoAvn. Messrs. Hanks 
and Clements Avere engaged in writing letters to indi
viduals at Bexar, urging and authorizing a campaign 
against ]\Iatamoras; and, that their recommendation 
might bear the stamp of authority, and mislead those 
Avho were unwilling to embark in an expedition not 
sanctioned by government, and led by private individ
uals, they took the liberty of signing themselves mem
bers of the military committee; thereby deceiving the 
volunteers, and assuming a character which they could 
only use or employ in the General Council, in propos
ing business for the action of that body. They could 
not be altogether ignorant of the impropriety of such 
conduct, but doubtless could easily find a solid justifi
cation in the bullion of their patriotism and the ore of 
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their integrity. Be their motive Avhatever it might, 
many braA'e and honorable men Avere deluded by it, 
and the campaign Avas commenced upon Matamoras, 
under Dr. Grant, as 'acting' commanderdn-chief of 
the volunteer army—a title and designation unknown 
to the world. But the General Council, in their ad- \ 

dress to the people of Texas, dated January llth, 
state that ' they never recognized in Dr. Grant any 
authority whateA'̂ er as an officer of the government, or 
army, at the time.' They Avill not, I presume, deny ^ 
that they did acknowledge a draft, or order, drawn 
by him, as acting commander-in-chief amounting to 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. But this they Avill 
doubtless justify, on the ground that your excellency 
commissioned General Burleson, and, of course, the 
appointment of Dr. Grant, as his aid-de-camp, Avould 
authorize him to act in the absence of General Bur
leson. It is an established principle in all armies that 
a staff-officer can claim no command in the line of the 
army, nor exercise any command in the absence of the 
general, unless he holds a commission in the line. In 
the absence of General Burleson, the senior colonel— 
or, in the absence of the colonel, the major—or, in his , 
absence, the senior captain—would have the com- | 
mand; but in no event can the eiide, or staff-officer, 
unless he holds a commission in the line of the army 
have any command; and his existence must cease, 

;i 
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unless he should be continued or reappointed by the 
officer of the line who succeeds to the command in the 
absence of his superior. When General Burleson left 
the army, his aide had no command, but the field-
officer next in rank to himself. Then, Avho is Dr. 
Grant ? Is he not a Scotchman, who has resided in 
Mexico for the last ten years ? does he not own large 
possessions in the interior ? has he ever taken the oath 
to support the organic law? is he not deeply in
terested in the hundreddeague claims of land which 
hang like a murky cloud over the people of Texas ? is 
he not the man Avho impressed the property of the 
people of Bexar ? is he not the man Avho took from 
Bexar, without authority, or knoA\dedge of the govern
ment, cannon and other munitions of war, together 
with supplies necessary for the troops at that station, 
leaving the wounded and the sick destitute of needful 
comforts ? Yet this is the man whose outrages and 
oppressions upon the rights of the people of Texas are 
sustained and justified by the acts and conduct of the 
General Council. 

" Several members of that body are aware that the 
interests and feelings of Dr. Grant are opposed to the 
independence and true interests of the people of Texas. 
While every facility has been afforded to the medi
tated campaign against Matamoras, no aid has been 
rendered for i-aising a regular force for the defence of 
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the country, nor one cent advanced to an officer or 
soldier of the regular army, but every hindrance 
thrown in the way. The Council had no right to pro
ject a campaign against any point or place. It was 
the province of the governor, by his proper officers, to 
do so. The Council had the right "of consenting or 
objecting, but not of projecting. The means ought to 
be placed at the disposition of the governor; and if he, 
by himself, or his officers, failed in their application,, 
while he would be responsible for the success of the 
armies of Texas, he could be held responsible to the 
government, and punishable; but what recourse has 
the country upon agents who have taken no oath, and 
given no bonds to comply with the powers granted by 
the Council? 

" The organic law declares, in article third, that 'the 
governor and General Council have power to organize, 
reduce, or increase the regular forces;' but it dele
gates no power to create army-agents, to supersede the 
commander-in-chief, as will be seen by reference to the 
second article of the ' military' basis of that law. 
After declaring that there shall be a regular army for 
the protection of Texas during the present war, in the 
first article, it proceeds in the second to state the coU' 
stituents of that army: ' The regular army of TexftS 
shall consist of one major-general, who shall be com* 
mander-in-chief of all the forces called into public ser-

i 
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vice during the war.' This, it Avill be remembered, is 
a law from which the Council derive their powers; 
and, of course, all troops in service since the adoption 
of this laAV, and all that have been accepted, or to be 
accepted during my continuance in office, are under my 
command. Consequently, the Council could not create 
an agency that could assume any command of troops, 
so as to supersede my powers, Avithout a plain and 
palpable violation of their oaths. NCAV names given 
could not change the nature of their obligations : they 
had violated the ' organic law.' 

" I will now advert to an ordinance of their own 
body, entitled 'an ordinance and decree to organize 
and establish an auxiliary volunteer corps of the army 
of Texas,' etc., passed December 5, 1835. The ordin
ance throughout recognizes the competency of the gov
ernor and commander-in-chief as the only persons 
authorized to accept the services of the volunteers, and 
makes it their especial duty to do so. It also gives 
the discretion to the commander-in-chief to accept the 
services of the volunteers for such term as ' he shall 
think the defence of the country and the good of the 
service require.' It is specified that muster-rolls shall 
accompany the reports of volunteers, and, AA'hen 
reported by the commanderdn-chief to the governor, 
that commissions shall issue accordingly. Yv'̂ here 

elections take place in the volunteer corps, the ordin-
7 
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ance declares that they shall be certified to the com
mander-in-chief, and by him forwarded to the gover
nor. The third section of the law declares that Avheu 
controversies arise in relation to the rank of officers of 
the same grade, they shall be be determined 'by draw
ing numbers, which shall be done by order of the 
commander-in-chief of the army.' This law was 
enacted by the General Council, and they cannot allege 
that any misconstruction could arise out of it; for it 
plainly points out the duties of the governor and com
mander-in-chief, as defined by themselves. Yet, with
out the repeal of this law, they have proceeded to ap
point agents to exercise the very powers declared by 
them to belong to the governor and commander-in-
chief ! This they have done, under the impression 
that a change of names would enable them to put 
down the gOA êrnor and the commanderdn-chief, not 
subject to them for their places, but created by the 
Consultation, and both of whom are as independent of 
the Council as the Council is of them—the commander-
in-chief being subject to the organic law, and all laAVS 
conformable thereto, under the orders of the gover
nor. I have obeyed the orders of your excellency as 
promptly as they have met my kno\\ ledge; and had 
not the Council, by acts as outrageous to my feelings 
as they are manifestly against laAv, adopted a course î 
that must destroy all hopes of an army, I should yet 
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have been on the frontier, and, by all possible means, 
I would at least have sought to place it in a state of 
defence. 

" It noAv becomes my duty to advert to the subject of 
the powers granted by the General Council to J. W. 
Fannin, Jr., on the 7th of January, 1836; and at a 
time Avhen two members of the military committee, 
and other members of the Council, Avere advised that I 
had received orders from your excellency to repair 
forthwith to the frontier of Texas, and to concentrate 
the troops for the^ very purpose aA'̂ OAved in the 
resolutions referred to. The powers are as clearly 
illegal as they were unnecessary. By reference to the 
resolutions, it Avill be perceived that the poAvers given 
to J. W. Fannin, Jr., are as comprehensive in their 
nature, and as much at variance Avith the organic laAV 
and the decrees of the General Council, as the decrees 
of the General Congress of Mexico are at variance with 
the Federal Constitution of 1824, and really delegate 
to J. W. Fannin, Jr., as extensive powers as those con
ferred by the Congress on General Santa Anna. Yet 
the cant is kept up, even by J. W. Fannin, Jr., against 
the danger of a regular army; while he is exercising 
poAvers AA'hich he must be satisfied are in open viola
tion of the organic laAV. J. W. Fannin, Jr., is a 
colonel in the regular army, and was sworn in and 
received his commission on the very day that the reso-
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lutions were adopted by the Council. By his oath he 
was subject to the orders of the commander-in-chief, 
and, as a subaltern, could not, without an act of 
mutiny, interfere Avith the general command of the 
forces of Texas; yet I find, in the Telegraph of the 
9th inst., a proclamation of his, dated on the 8th, 
addressed: ' Attention, volunteers,' and requiring 
them to rendezvous at San Patricio. No official char
acter is pretended by him, as his signature is private. 
This he did with a knoAvledge that I had ordered the 
troops from the mouth of the Brazos to Copano, and 
had repaired to that point to concentrate them. On 
the 10th inst., F. W. Johnson issued a similar procla
mation, announcing Matamoras as the point of attack. 
The powers of both these gentlemen were derived, if 
derived at all, from the General Council, in opposition 
to the will of the governor; because certain purposes 
were to be answered, or the safety and harmony of 
Texas should be destroyed. 

" Colonel Fannin, in a letter addressd to the General 
Council, dated on the 21st of January, at Velasco, and 
to Avhich he subscribes himself, ' J. W. Fannin, Jr., 
Agent Provisional Government,' when speaking of 
anticipated difficulties Avitli the commander-in-chief, 
allays the fears of the Council by assuring them that, 
' I shall never make any myself;' and he then adds: 
'The object in A'iew wdll be the governing principle. 
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and should General Houston be ready and Avilling to 
take command, and march direct ahead, and execute 
your orders, and the volunteers to submit to it, or a 
reasonable part of them, I shall not say nay, but 
A\ ill do all in my poAver to produce harmony.' How 
Avas I to become acquainted Avith the orders of the 
Council ? Was it through my subaltern ? I t must 
haA'e been so designed—as the Council have not, up 
to the present moment, given me any official notice 
of the orders to Avhich Colonel Fannin refers. This 
modesty and subordination on his part is truly com
mendable in a subaltern, and Avoiild imply that he 
had the right to ' say nay.' If he has this powder, 
Avhence is it deriA^ed ? Not from any laAA',—and con
trary to his sworn duty as my subaltern, Avhose duty 
is obedience to my laAvful commands, agreeably to 
the rules and regulations of the United States army, 
adopted by the Consultation of all Texas. If he ac
cepted any ajDpointment incompatible with his obliga

tion as a colonel in the regular army, it certainly 
increases his moral responsibilities to an extent Avhich 
is truly to be regretted. 

" In another paragraph of his letter, he states: ' You 
A\ ill alloAv that Ave have too much diAdsion, and one 
cause of complaint is this very expedition, and that 
it is intended to remove General Houston.' He then 
assures the Council that no blame shall attach to him, 
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but most dutifully says to them, ' I will go where 
you have sent me, and Avill do what you have ordered 
me, if possible.' The order of the Council, as set 
forth in the resolutions appointing Colonel Fannin 
agent, and authorizing him to appoint as many agents 
as he might think proper, did most certainly place 
him above the governor and the commanderdn-chief 
of the army—nor is he responsible to the Council, 
or the people of Texas. He is required to report, | 
but he is not required to obey the Council. His I 
poAvers are as unlindted and absolute as Cromwell's I 
ever were. I regard the expedition, as now ordered, 
an individual, and not a national measure. The ' 
resolutions passed in favor of J. W. Fannin, Jr., , 
and F. W. Johnson, and their proclamations, with 
its original start—Dr. Grant—absolve the country 
from all responsibility for its consequences. If I 
had any doubt on the subject, previous to hav
ing seen, at Goliad, a proclamation of J. W. Fan
nin, Jr., sent by him to the volunteers, I could no 
longer entertain one, as to the campaign, so far as 
certain persons are interested in forwarding it. 
After appealing to the volunteers, he concluded 
with the assurance that Hhe troops should be rjaid 

out of the first spoils tahen from the enemy.'' This, 
in my opinion, connected Avith the extraordinary 
poAvers granted to him, by the Council, divests the 
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campaign of any character save that of a piratical or 
predatory war. 

"The people of Texas have declared to the AAorld, 
that the Avar in Avldch they are now engaged, is a Avar 
of principle, in defence of their civil and political 
rights. What effect Avill the declaration aboA-e re
ferred to have on the ciA'ilized world, when they 
learn that the individual who made it has since been 
clothed Avith absolute powers by the General Council 
of Texas; and that, because you refuse to ratify their 
acts, they have declared you no longer the governor 
of Texas ? It was stated by way of inducement to the 
advance on Matamoras, that the citizens of that place 
Avere friendly to the adA'ance of the troops of Texas 
upon that city. They, no doubt, ere this, have J. W. 
Fannin's proclamation (though it was in manuscript), 
and if originally true, what Avill now be their feelings 
toA^ard men Avho 'are to be paid out of the first 
spoils taken from the enemy'? The idea AA'hich must 
present itself to the enemy, will be, if the city is 
taken it will be given up to pillage; and Avhen the 
spoils are collected, a division Avill take place. In 
war, AA'hen spoil is the object, friends and enemies 
share one common destiny. This rule AAdll goA êrn 
the citizens of Matamoras in their conclusions, and 
render their resistance desperate. A city containing 
tA^^ve thousand souls will not be taken by a handful 
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of men Avho have marched twent^'-tAvo days Avithout 
breadstuffs, or necessaiy supplies for an army. If 
there ever Avas a time Avhen Matamoras could have 
been taken by a few men, that time has passed by. 
The people of that place are not aware of the high-
minded and honorable men Avho fill the ranks of the 
Texan army. They will look upon them as they 
would look upon Mexican mercenaries, and resist 
them as such. They too will hear of the impressment 
of the property of the citizens of Bexar, as reported 
to your excellency, by Lieutenant-Colonel Neill, when 
Dr. Grant left that place for Matamoras, in command 
of the A'olunteer army. 

" If the troops advance upon Matamoras, there ought 
to be a co-operation by sea, Avith the land forces, or 
all will be lost; and the brave men who have coiue 
to toil with us in our marches, and mingle in our 
battles for liberty, Avill fall a sacrifice to the selfish
ness of some who have individual purposes to answer, 
and Avhose influence Avith the Council has been such as 
to impose upon the honest part of its members; 
Avhile those Avho Avere otherAvise, availed themselves 
of every artifice Avhich they could devise, to shield 
themselves from detection. 

"The evil is noAV done, and I ti-ust sincerely that 
the 1st of March may establish a government on 
some permanent foundation, Avhere honest function-
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aides will regard and execute the knoAvn and estab
lished laws of tlie country, agreeably to their oaths. 
If this state of things cannot be achicA-ed, the country 
must be lost. I feel, in the station Avhich I hold, that 
every effort of the Council has been to mortify me 
individually, and, if possible, to compel me to do 
some act Avhich would enable them to pursue the 
same measures toAvard me, Avhich they have illegally 
done toward your excellency, and thereby remove 
another ol:)stacle to the accomplishment of their 
plans. In their attemj)ts to embarrass me, they 
were reckless of all prejudice Avidcli might result to 
the public serAdce from their laAvless course. 

" While the Council Avas passing resolutions affecting 
the army of Texas, and transferring to J. W. Fannin, 
Jr., and F. W. Johnson the whole control of the arm}'' 
and resources of Texas, they could order them to 
be furnished Avith copies of the several resolutions 
passed by that body, but did not think proper even to 
notify the major-general of the army of their adoption; 
nor have they yet caused him to be furnished AA'ith 
the acts of the Council relatiA'-e to the army. True it 
is, that they passed a resolution to that effect, but it 
never Avas complied Avith, Their ol^ject must have 
been to conceal, and not to promulgate their acts. 
'They have loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are eviL' 

i 
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" I do not consider the Council as a constitutional 
bod}', nor their acts laAvful. They haA'e no quorum 
agreeably to the organic laAV, and therefore I am com
pelled to regard all their acts as void. The body has 
been composed of seventeen members, and I perceive 
that the act of 'suspension,' passed against your 
excellency, was by only ten members present; the 
president J9rr; tern, having no A ôte. Only ten members 
remain, Avhen less than tAvelve members could not 
form a quorum agreeably to the organic laAv, AAdiich 
required tAVO-thirds of the whole body. I am not 
prepared to violate either my duty or my oath, by 
yielding obedience to an act manifestly unlawful, as 
it is, in my opinion, prejudicial to the welfare of 
Texas. 

"The lieutenant-governor, and several members of 
the Council, I believe to be patriotic and just men; 
but there have been, and when I left San Felipe there 
were, others in that body on Avhose honesty and in
tegrity the foregoing facts AAdll be the best commen
tary. They must also abide the judgment of the 
people. 

" I have the honor to be, 

" Yom* excellency's obedient servant, 

" SAAI H(A'ST0N, 

" Commander-in-Chief of the Armyi*] 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. I 5 5 

Without doubt General Houston's indignation AA as 
great against the General Council! Indeed, he AA'as 
sorely vexed. He even called the gallant Colonel 
Johnson, Avho distinguished himself so highly in tlie 
reduction of San Antonio, Mr. Johnson, and the heroic 
Colonel Fannin, who with the immortal BoAvie had 
gained such great glory at Concepcion, he styles 2Tr. 

J. W. Fannin, Jr. 
What could he do, by staying longer Avith the troops 

at Refugio, when the Matamoras fever was raging so 
fiercely ? 

He wisely concluded to go for the enemy in his rear ; 

so he returned to Washington, aided all he could the 
movement for a convention with plenary powers :— 
thus to wipe out the detestable GENERAL COUNCIL, the 
impotent governor, Henry Smith, and the execrable 
PROVISIONAL GOA^ERNMENT generally, and from the 
government established upon their OA'erthroAv, haA'e his 
commission as commanderdn-chief of the Texan forces 
reissued or confirmed, then he would take command 
and lead the gallant patriots of Texas to victory and 
independence. At any rate he did not stay to be in 
the Avay of the gallant gentlemen Avho had fought so 
nobly at La Purisima Concepcion and San Antonio de 
Bexar. 

Austin had requested him to command the army in 
his stead when it first approached San Antonio in tho 
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preceding year, but he refused, because Austin, not 
himself, had been elected by the men. General Aus
tin insisted that he (Houston) had been elected to 
command the troops from the municipality of Nacog-

y , doches and San Augustine—but Houston peremptor
ily refused to supersede him. 

On the return of General Houston to San Felipe, 
Governor Smith granted him a furlough till the 1st* 
March, in which he stated : 

" Your absence is permitted in part by the illegal 
acts of the Council, in superseding you, by the un
authorized appointment of agents to organize and con
trol the army, contrary to the organic laAV, and the 
ordinances of their own body. In the meantime, you 
Avill conform to your instructions, and treat with 
the Indians." 

On the 23d of February, 1836, General Houston 
and Mr. Forbes, as commissioners for Texas, made a 
treaty with the Indians, which in contemplation of the 
next campaign Avith the Mexicans was of incalculable 
importance. 

Communication about this time between Texas and 
New Orleans was much interrupted by two Mexican 
vessels of war, the Bravo and Montezuma. 

"The Hannah Flizabeth^' says Yoakum, "freighted 
Avith cann<jn, arms, and ammunition, intended for the 
Texan service, and an adventure of goods and provis-
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Ions belonging in part to Peter Kerr, sailed from New 
Orleans for Matagorda. Kerr Avas himself on board, 
as w êre likewise Jos6 M. J. Carbajal and Fernando 
de Leon, the latter tAvo having charge of the other 
freight. She was discovered, pursued, and run 
aground, at Pass Cavallo, by the Bravo. In the chase 
she had throAvn overboard her cannon and ammuni-
•tion. She Avas boarded by a prize-crew^, consisting of 
Lieutenant Mateo and eleven men from the Bravo; 

and Carbajal, De Leon, and some others were trans
ferred as prisoners to that vessel. Shortly after, the 
Bravo was driven off by a norther. In a day or tAVO 
afterAvard, the citizens of Matagorda having received 
notice of the w'reck, purchased and armed the schooner 
Willietm Bobbins, placed her under the command 
of Captain Hurd, and, Avith a small force on board, 
commanded by Captain S. Rhoads Fisher, retook the 
stranded vessel and made the prize-crew prisoners. 
This Avas all very Avell; but they Avent further, and 
appropriated to themselves the goods and provisions, 
allowing Kerr to retain his part on payment of half 
their value! But Kerr being unable to do this, got 
none. Governor Smith being duly advised of these 
proceedings, took occasion in a special message to 
reprehend them scA'erely." 

Now the W'>lliarn Bobbins happened to belong to 
the firm of McKinney &> Williams, and Avhen Colonel 
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Tom heard this reprehension of Governor Smith, he 
voAved that he would punish him, but respecting the 
officer, he AAvaited until Smith ceased to be chief magis
trate, Avhen he coolly and calmly proceeded to whip 
his excellency until he hollowed: " Oh, donH ! donH I 

donH ! " Colonel Tom McKinney was a rare old Texan 
—Avas agent and creditor of Texas for many years. 
After a contest with Dr. G. A. Feris, of Richmond, 
many years ago, the doctor said : " Why, Tom McKin
ney is the best man in Texas ! he can Avhip anybody !" 
Indeed he was a brave, liberal, and gentle man—loved 
by his friends and respected even by his enemies. 

On the l l t h of January, Mr. Austin and his asso
ciate commissioners negotiated a loan of $200,000, and 
on the 18th another for $50,000, which enabled the 
Texan agents to send supplies to the troops at a time 
when they Avere much needed. 

On the 1st February an election Avas held by order 
of the Council for delegates to a couA'-ention Avith 
plenary powers, w^hich assembled at Washington, 
March 1st, and on the next day made and signed 
the f olloAving: 

"DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

"When a government has ceased to protect the lives, 
liberty, and property of the people, from whom its 
legitimate powers are derived, and for the advance-
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ment of whose happiness it Avas instituted; and so far 
from being a guarantee for their inestimable and ina
lienable rights, becomes an instrument in the hands of 
evil rulers for their oppression—When the Federal 
Republican Constitution of their country, AAdiich they 
have SAvorn to support, no longer has a substantial 
existence, and the Avhole nature of their government 
has been forcibly changed, Avithout their consent, from 
a restricted Federative Republic, composed of Sover
eign States, to a consolidated central military despot
ism, in Avhich every interest is disregarded but that of 
the army and the priesthood, both the eternal enemies 
of civil liberty, the ever-ready minions of poAver, and 
the usual instruments of tyrants—When, long after 
the spirit of the constitution has departed, modera
tion is at length so far lost by those in poAver, that 
even the semblance of freedom is removed, and the 
forms themseh'es of the constitution discontinued, 
and so far from their petitions and remonstrances 
being regarded, the agents Avho bear them are throAvn 
into dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to 
enforce a new government upon them at the point of 
the bayonet— 

" When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance 
and abduction on the part of the gOA'ernment, anarchy 
prevails, and civil society is dissolved into its original 
elements—in such a crisis, the first law of nature, the 
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right of self-preservation, the inherent and inalienable 
right of the people to appeal to first principles, and 
take their political affairs into their own hands in 
extreme cases, enjoins it as a right towards themselves, 
and a sacred obligation to their posterity, to abolish 
such government, and create another in its stead, 
calculated to rescue them from impending dangers, 
and to secure their Avelfare and ha])piness. 

" Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for 
their acts to the general opinion of mankind. A state
ment of a part of our grievances is therefore submit
ted to an impartial Avorld, in justification of the hazar
dous but, unavoidable step now taken, of severing 
our political connection AA'ith the Mexican people, and 
assuming an independent attitude among the nations 
of the earth. 

" The Mexican Government, by its colonization laAvs, 
invited and induced the Anglo-American population 
of Texas to colonize its Avilderness under the pledged 
faith of a Avritten constitution, and that they should 
continue to enjoy that constitutional liberty aud re
publican government to which they had l)een habitu
ated in the land of their birth—the United States of 
America. 

" In this expectation they have been cruelly disap-
jDointed, inasmuch as the Mexican nation has acqui
esced in the late changes made in the government by 
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General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, Avho, having 
overturned the constitution of his country, noAV offers 
to us the cruel alternatives, either to abandon our 
homes, acquired by so many privations, or submit to 
the most intolerable of all tyranny, the combined des
potism of the sword and the priesthood. 

" I t has sacrificed our welfare to the State of Coa
huila, by Avhich our interests have been continually 
depressed through a jealous and partial course of 
legislation, carried on at a far-distant seat of govern
ment, by a hostile majority, in an unknown tongue, 
and this too nothwithstanding Ave have petitioned, in 
the humblest terms, for the establishment of a separate 
state government, and have, in accordance with the 
provisions of the National Constitution, presented to 
the General Congress a republican constitution, Avhich 
was, Avithout just cause, contemptuously rejected. 

" I t incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of 
our citizens, for no other cause but a zealous endeavor 
to procure the acceptance of our Constitution, and the 
establishment of a State Government. 

" I t has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, 
the right of trial by jury, that palladium of civil 
liberty, and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, 
and property of the citizen. 

" I t has failed to establish any public system of edu
cation, although possessed of almost boundless resour-
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ces (the public domain), and although it is an axiom 
in political science, that unless a people are educated 
and enlightened, it is idle to expect the continuance 
of civil liberty, or the capacity for self-government. 

" I t has suffered the military commandants, stationed 
among us, to exercise arbitrary acts of oppression and 
tyranny, thus trampling upon the most sacred rights 
of the citizen, and rendering the military superior to 
the civil power. 

" It has dissolved, by force of arms, the State Con
gress of Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our repre
sentatives to fly for their lives from the seat of govern
ment, thus depriving us of the fundamental political 
right of representation. 

" It has demanded the surrender of a number of our 
citizens, and ordered military detachments to seize aud 
carry them into the interior for trial, in contempt of 
the civil authorities, and in defiance of the laAvs and 
the constitution. 

" It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, 
by commissioning foreign desperadoes, and authorizing 
them to seize our vessels, and convey the property of 
our citizens to far-distant parts for confiscation. 

" It denies us the right of Avorsliipping the Almighty 
according to the dictates of our o\vii conscience, by 
the support of a national religion calculated to 
promote the temporal interest of its human function-
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aries, rather than the glory of the true and living 
God. 

" I t has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which 
are essential to our defence—the rightful property of 
freemen—and formidable only to tyrannical govern
ments. 

" I t has invaded our country both by sea and by land, 
Avith the intent to lay Avaste our territory, and drive us 
from our homes; and has now a lai'ge mercenary army 
advancing to carry on against us a Avar of extermination. 

" I t has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless 
savage, with the tomahaAvk and scalping-knife, to 
massacre the inhabitants of our defenceless frontiers. 

" I t has been, during the whole time of our connec
tion with it, the contemptible sport and victim of 
successive military revolutions, and hath continually 
exhibited every characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and 
tyrannical government. 

" These, and other grievances, were patiently borne 
by the people of Texas, until they reached that point 
at Avhich forbearance ceases to be a \drtue. We then 
took up arms in defence of the National Constitution. 
We appealed to our jMexican brethren for assistance; 
our appeal has been made in A^ain; though months 
have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been 
heard from the interior. We are, therefore, forced to 
the melancholy conclusion, that the Mexican people 

file:///drtue
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have acquiesced in the destruction of their liberty, 
and the substitution therefor of a military governmeatf 
that they are unfit to be free, and incapable of self-
government. 

" The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now 
decrees our eternal political separation. 

" W E , therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers^ 

of the people of Texas, in solemn convention assembled^ . 

appealing to a candid toorldfor the necessities of our 

condition, do hereby resolve and declare, that ow po 

litical connection with the Mexican nation has forever -
ended, and that the people of Texas do noio constitute 

a FREE, SOVEREIGN, and INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC, and 

a/re fully invested ivith all the rights and attributes v | 
which properly belong to independent nations; and^ 

conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we fea/r-

lessly and confidently comtnit 'the issue to the Supreme 

Arbiter of the destinies of nations. 

" In Avitness whereof we have hereunto subscribed 

1 

our names. 

NAMEB. 

Richard Ellis 
C. B. Stewart 
James Collingsworth... 
Edwin WaUer 
Asa Brigham 
J . S. D. Byron 

AGE 

54 
30 
30 
35 
46 
38 
54 
41 

PLACE OF BIBTH. FOBMEB BESISEHCK. 

Alabama. 
Louisiana. 
Tennessee. 
Missouri. '' 
Louisiana. 
Florida. 
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NAMES. 

J . B. Badget t 
W. D. Lacy 
William Menifee 
John Fisher 
M. ColdweU 
W. Motley 
L. D. Zavala 
George W. Smyth , 
S. H. Everitt , 
E. Stapp 
01a«. West 
W. B. Scates 
M. B. Menard 
A. B. Hardin 
J . W. B u n t o n . . . 
Thomas G. Gaze ley . . . , 
R. M. Coleman , 
S. C. Robertson 
George C. Chi ldress , . . , 
B. Hardiman 
R. Potter 
Thomas J. Rusk 
Charles S. Taylor 
John S. Roberts 
R. HamUton 
0 . M. Kinney 
A. H. Lat t imer 
James Power 
Sam Houston 
David Thomas 
B. Conrad 
Martin Parmer 
B. O. Legrand 
S. W. Blount 
James Gaines 
W. Clark, J r 
S. O. Pennington 
W. C. Crawford 
John Turner 
B. B . Goodrich 
G. W. Barnett 
J . G. Swisher 
Jesse Grimes 
S. Rhoads Fisher 
Samuel A, Maverick 
John White Bower 
James B. Woods. 
Andrew Briscoe 
J o h n W. Moore 
Thomas Baxnett 

29 
28 
40 
36 
38 
24 
47 
33 
29 
53 
36 
30 
31 
38 
28 
35 
37 
50 
32 
41 
36 
29 
28 
40 
53 
70 
27 
48 
43 
35 
26 
58 
33 
28 
60 
37 
27 
31 
34 
37 
48 
41 
48 
41 
29 
27 
84 
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North Carolina. 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Kentucky 
Virginia 
Yucatan 
North Carolina.. 
New York 
Virginia 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Canada 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
New York 
Kentucky 
North Carolina.. 
Tennessee 
Tennessee 
North Carolina.. 
South Carolina.. 
England 
Virginia 
Scotland 
New Jersey 
Tennessee 
Ireland 
Virginia 
Tennessee , 
Pennsylvania . . . 
Virginia , 
North Carolina.., 
Georgia , 
Virginia , 
North Carolina.., 
Kentucky 
North Carolina.., 
North Carolina.., 
Virginia , 
South Carolina.., 
Tennessee , 
North Carglina... 
Pennsylvania . . . 
South Carolina... 
Georgia , 
Kentucky 

FOBMEB BESIDENCE. 

Arkansas Territory. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Virginia. 
Missouri. 
Kentucky. 
Mexico. 
Alabama. 
New York. 
IVIissouri. 
Louisiana. 
Kentucky. 
Illinois. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Louisiana. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
North Carolina. 
Georgia. 
New York. 
Louisiana. 
North Carolina. 
Kentucky. 
Tennessee. 
Louisiana. 
Tennessee. 
Tennessee. 
Pennsylvania. 
Missouri. ;, 
Alabama. 
Georgia. 
Louisiana. 
Georgia. 
Arkansas Territory. 
Alabama-
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Mississippi. 
Tennessee. 
Alabama. 
Pennsylvania. 
South Carolina. 
Arkansas Territory. 
Kentucky. 
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On the 4th of March, 1836, the Convention made 
General Sam Houston commander-in-chief of the land 
forces of the Texan army, " with all the rights, privi
leges, and powers due to a commanderdn-chief in the 
United States of America," and on the 6th ordered 
him to proceed to the frontier, to establish his head
quarters and organize the army. 

On the 16th, the Convention adopted the Constitu
tion of the Republic, and on the same day, as a govern
ment ad interim, made David G. Burnet, President; 
Lorenzo de Zavala, Vice-President; S. P. Carson, Se
cretary of State; Baily Hardiman, Secretary of the 
Treasury; Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War; Ro])ert 
Potter, Secretary of the Navy; and David Thomas, 
Adjutant-General—and then adjom-ned. 

1 ^ ^ 
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CHAPTER VL 

Santa Anna resolves on the Conquest of Texas.—His Army.—Invests the 
Alamo.—The Defence of that place.—Letters of Colonel Travis.—An 
Escape from and the Fall of the Alamo, 

nVTEWS of the storming of San Antonio and the 
-^ ^ capture of his brotherdn-law, General Cos, coming 
to the ears of the President-General, Santa Anna, he 
forthwith determined to raise and lead in person an 
army to the subjugation of the rebellioiijs Texans. 

Santa Anna was the most popular man in all Mex
ico, and upon the question of retaking Texas, Mexicans 
were almost a unit, so he had but little trouble in soon 
collecting an army of 8,000 men, "composed of the 
best troops in Mexico, and commanded by the most 
experienced officers " of the Republic. 

General Vicente Filisola, a veteran revolutionist, 
Avas the second in command to Santa Anna, AÂho was 
aided by Colonel Almonte, and supported by Generals 
Urrea, Sesma, Gaona, Tolsa, Andrade, Woll, and Cos, 

the last of Avhom, according to Kennedy, "violated 
the conditions of the first article of his capitulation at 
Bexar, by which he and his officers were permitted to 
retire with their arms and private property into the 
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interior of the republic, " under parole of honor that 
they would not in any way oppose the re-establish
ment of the Federal Constitution of 1824." 

Colonel Ampudia, afterwards General Ampudia, 
was in command of the artillery, of which there was a 
considerable train, including mortars, while Colonel 
Louis Tola acted as engineer. 

Says Kennedy: 

''There was an immense mass of baggage, with sev
eral thousand mules and horses for its transport; 
indeed all the preparations were on a scale of grand
eur that contrasted strangely with the contemptuous 
terms in which the heads and promoters of the expe
dition spoke of the people whose destruction it was 
intended to accomplish." 

General Filisola, in his account of the campaigil^ 
says there was also an immense number of women 

who followed in the Avake of the army, which informa
tion called from the innocent Yoakum the following 
astute comment: " But for what purpose they were per

mitted, unless to take care of Idle plunder.^ we are not 

informed^ 

' On the 23d of February, 1836, Santa Anna, cross
ing the Alazan, where, in 1813, the Republicans under 
the gallant • Perry gained a signal victory over the 
forces of the viceroy under Elisondo, entered San 
Antonio Avithout opposition, and having demanded 
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the surrender of the A lamo, which Avas refused, com
menced a furious bombardment of that devoted place! 
When it Avas invested, the Alamo was defended by 
one hundred and fifty-six men, commanded by the 
gallant captor of Anahuac, Colonel W. B. Travis, and 
included Colonel James BoAvie, the hero of Concep

cion, Colonel Davy Crockett, the celebrated ex-mem
ber of Congress from Tennessee, Colonels J. B. Bon
ham and J. Washington, with others less famous. 

On the 24th, Colonel Travis sent the following let

ter by express to his people: 

"COMMANDANCY OP THE ALAMO, BEXAR, Febcuary 24, 1836. 

" FELLOW-CITIZENS AND COMPATRIOTS : I am besieged 
by a thousand or more of the Mexicans under Santa 
Anna. I have sustained a continued bombardment 
for twenty-four hours, and have not lost a man. The 
enemy have demanded a surrender at discretion; other
wise the garrison is to be put to the sword, if the place 
is taken. I have answered the summons with a can
non-shot, and our flag still waves proudly from the 
walls. / shall never surrender or retreat. Then I call 
on you, in the name of liberty, of patriotism, and of 
everything dear to the American character, to come to 
our aid with all despatch. The enemy are receiving 
reinforcements daily, and will no doubt increase to 
three or four thousand in four or five days. Though 
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this call may be neglected, I am determined to sustain 
myself as long as possible, and die like a soldier Avho 
never forgets what is due to his own honor and that 
of his country. Victory or death ! 

" W . BARRET TRAVIS, 

X ^'•lAeutenant-Colonel cominanding. 

" P. S.—The Lord is on our side. When the enemy 

appeared in sight, we had not three bushels of corn. 

We have since found, in deserted houses, eighty or 

ninety bushels, and got into the walls twenty or 

thirty head of beeves. " T." 

On the 1st of March he was joined by thirty-two 
men from Gonzales, who increased his force to 188 
soldiers. On the 3d of March he wrote to the Presi
dent of the Convention at Washington: 

" From the 25th to the present date the enemy have 
kept up a bombardment from two howitzers (one a 
five-and-a-half inch, and the other an eight-inch), and 
a heavy cannonade from two long nine-pounders 
mounted on a battery on the opposite side of the 
liver, at the distance of four hundred yards from our 
Avails. During this period the enemy have been busily 
employed in encircling us with entrenched encamp
ments at the following distances: In Bexar, 400 
yards west; in Lavilleta, 300 yards south; at the 
poAvderhouse, 1,000 yards east by south; on the ditch, 
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800 yards northeast; and at the old mill, 800 yards 
north. Notwithstanding all this, a company of thirty-
tAVO men from Gonzales made their Avay to us on the 
morning of the 1st instant, at three o'clock, and Colonel 
J. B. Bonham (a courier from the same place) got in 
this morning at 11 o'clock. 

" I have so fortified the place that the Avails are gen
erally proof against cannon balls, and I still continue 
to intrench in the inside, and strengthen the Avails by 
throwing up the earth. At least 200 shells have 
fallen inside our Avails Avithout having injured a single 
man; indeed Ave have been so fortunate as not to lose 
a man from any cause, and we have killed many of 
the enemy. The spirits of my men are still high, 
although they have had much to depress them 

" Colonel Fannin is said to be on the march to this 
place with reinforcements; but I fear it is not true, 
as I have repeatedly sent to him for aid Avithout 
receiving any. Colonel Bonham, my special messen
ger, arrived at La Bahia (Goliad) fourteen days ago, 
Avith a request for aid; and on the arrival of the 
enemy in Bexar, I sent an express to Colonel Fannin, 
Avhich reached Goliad on the next day, urging him to 
send on reinforcements. None heive yet arrived. I 
look to the colonies alone for aid; unless it arrive 
soon, I shall have to fight the enemy on his OAVU 

terms. I Avill, hoAvever, do the best I can under the 
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circumstances; and I feel confident that the deter
mined spirit and desperate courage heretofore evinced 
by my men will not fail them in the last struggle; 
and although they may be sacrificed to the ven
geance of a Gothic enemy, the victory will cost 
that enemy so dear that it AviU be worse than a 
defeat. 

" I hope your honorable body will hasten on re
inforcements, ammunition, and provisions to our aid 
as soon as possible. We have provisions for twenty 
days for the men we have: our supply of ammunition 
is limited. At least 500 lbs. of cannon powder, and 
200 rounds of six, nine, twelve, and eighteen pound 
balls, ten kegs of rifle powder, and a supply of lead 
should be .sent to this place Avithout delay under a 
sufficient guard. If these things are promptly sent, 
and large reinforcements are hastened to this frontier, 
this neighborhood will be the great and decisive 
battle-ground. The power of Santa Anna is to be 
met here or in the colonies: we had better meet it 
here than to suffer a war of desolation to rao:e in our 
settlements. A blood-red banner waves from the 
church of Bexar, and in the camp above us, in token 
that the war is one of vengeance against rebels: they 
have declared us such, and demanded that we shoidd 
surrender at discretion, or this garrison should be put 
to the sword. Their threats have had no influence on 
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me or my men, but to make all fight with desperation, 
and with that high-souled courage which characterizes 
the patriot, who is willing to die in defence of his 
country's liberty and his own honor. 

'The citizens of this municipality are all our 
enemies, except those who joined us heretofore; we 
have but three Mexicans in the fort. Those who have 
not joined us in this extremity should be declared 
public enemies, and their property should aid in 
defraying the expenses of the Avar. 

" The bearer of this Avill give your honorable body 
a statement more in detail, should he escape through 
the enemy's lines.—God and Texas! Victory or 

Death!'' 

In one of his last letters he says : " I am still here, 
in fine spirits, and well to do. With one hundred and 
forty-five men, I have held this place ten days against 
a force variously estimated from fifteen hundred to 
six thousand; and I shall continue to hold it till I get 
relief from my countrymen, or I will perish in its de
fence. We have had a shower of bombs and cannon-
balls continually falling among us the whole time, yet 
none of us have fallen. We have been miraculously 
preserved." 

He then closes by saying: " Take care of my little 
boy. If the country should be saved, I may make 
him a splendid fortune; but if the country should be 
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lost, and I should perish, he will have nothing but the 
proud recollection that he is the son of a man who 
died for his country." 

I will now describe the memorable FALL OF THE 

ALAMO as related to me by Mrs. Susan Hannig, for-
merl}' Mrs. Dickinson, who witnessed it. 

"On February 23d, 1836, Santa Anna, having cap
tured the pickets sent out by Col Travis to guard the 
post from surprise, charged into San Antonio with his 
troops, variously estimated at from six to ten thousand, 
only a few moments after the bells of the city rang 
the alarm. 

" Capt. Dickinson galloped up to our dwelling and 
hurriedly exclaimed: " The Mexicans are upon us, 
give me the babe, and jump up ^behind me." I did so, 
and as the Mexicans already occupied Commerce 
street, we galloped across the river at the ford south 
of it, and entered the fort at the southern gate, when 
the enemy commenced firing shot and shell into the 
fort, but with little or no effect, only wounding one 
horse. 

" There were eighteen guns mounted on the fortifi
cations, and these, Avith our riflemen, repulsed with 
great slaughter two assaults made upon them before 
the final one. 

" I kncAV Colonels Crockett, Bowie and Travis well. 
Col. Crockett was a performer on the violin, and often 
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during the siege took it up and played his favorite 
tunes. 

" I heard him say several times during the eleven 
days of the siege: ' I think we had better march out 
and die in the open air. I don't like to be hemmed up.' 

" There were provisions and forage enough in the 
fort to have subsisted men and horses for a month 
longer. 

" A few days before the final assault three Texans 
entered the fort during the night and inspired us with 
sanguine hopes of speedy relief, and thus animated the 
men to contend to the last. 

" A Mexican woman deserted us one night, and go
ing over to the enemy informed them of our very 
inferior numbers, which Col. Travis said made thein 
confident of success and emboldened them to make the 
final assault, Avhich they did at early dawn on the 
morning of the 6th of March. 

" Under the cover of darkness they approached the 
fortifications, and planting their scaling ladders against 
our Avails just as light was approaching, they climbed 
up to the tops of our walls and jumped down within, 
many of them to immediate death. 

" As fast as the front ranks were slain, they were 
filled up again by fresh troops. 

"The Mexicans numbered several thousands while 
there were only one hundred and eighty-two Texans. 
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"The struggle lasted more than two hours when 
my husband rushed into the church where I was with 
my child, and exclaimed: ' Great God, Sue, the Mexi
cans are inside our Avails! All is lost! If they spare 
you, save my child.' 

" Then, Avith a parting kiss, he drew his sword and 
plunged into the strife, then raging in different por
tions of the fortifications. 

" Soon after he left me, three unarmed gunners Avho 
abandoned their then useless guns came into the church 
Avhere I Avas, and Avere shot down by my side. One of 
them w âs from Nacogdoches and named Walker. He 
spoke to me several times during the siege about his 
wife and four children with anxious tenderness. I 
saw four Mexicans toss him up in the air (as you 
would a bundle of fodder) with their bayonets, and 
then shoot him. At this moment a Mexican officer 
came into the room, and, addressing me in English, 
asked: ' Are you Mrs. Dickinson ?' I ansAvered ' Yes.' 
Then said he, ' If you wish to save your life, follow 
me.' I folloAved him, and although shot at and 
wounded, was spared. 

"As Ave passed through the enclosed ground in front 
of the church, I saw heaps of dead and dying. The 
Texans on an average killed between eight and nine 
Mexicans each—182 Texans and 1,600 Mexicans were 
killed. 
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" I recognized Col. Crockett lying dead and muti
lated between the church and the two story barrack 
building, and even remember seeing his peculiar cap 
lying by his side. 

" CoL Bowie was sick in bed and not expected to 
live, but as the victorious Mexicans entered his room, 
he killed two of them with his pistols before they 
pierced him through with their sabres. 

" Cols. Travis and Bonham Avere killed while Avork-
ing the cannon, the body of the former lay on the top 
of the church. 

" In the evening the Mexicans brought wood from 
the neighboring forest and burned the bodies of all 
the Texans, but their own dead they buried in the 
city cemetery across the San Pedro." 

Thus perished the heroes of the Alamo! of whom 
the poet says: 

" Gashed with honorable scars. 
Low in Glory's lap they lie; 

Though they fell, they fell like stars. 
Streaming splendor through thesky.' 

Remembrance of their devoted patriotism has no 
doul)t inspired Texans with generous emulation on 
many occasions besides that of San Jacinto, where 
their victorious charge vŝ as made Avith the memorable 
battle-cry: 

" Bcmember the Alamo ! " 
8* 
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To Texans these words should speak volumes, and 
not only remind them of the plains of San Jacinto, 
but of Mansfield, Sabine Pass, Pleasant Hill, Gains' 
Mill, and an hundred other fields of glory and death 
on which their soldiers rushed 

" Where the battle wreck lay thickest, 
And death's brief pang was quickest." 

They should say to the youth of Texas: 

^^ Dulce et decorum est pro pat/ria morV 

They should picture to their young minds, in glow
ing colors, the contest between Leonidas and his three 
hundred Spartans Avith the myriad hosts of Persia at 
Thermopylae. 

They should say to them: " If we fall, we will fall 
in a blaze of glory, but if we are victorious, the Union 
will redound with our praise." 

They should point the slow moving finger of scorn 
at the coward and exclaim: 

" Cowards die many deaths, the brave but once." 

They should cause them to remember the beautiful 
lines of the poet: 

" The muffled drum's sad roll has beat ^ 
The soldier's last tattoo; 

No more on life's parade shall meet 
That brave and gallant few. 
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"On fame's eternal camping ground 
Their silent tents are spread. 

And Glory guards with ceaseless round 
The bivouac of the dead." 

The following account of an escape from the Alamo 

is from a late Texas publication, and may throw 
more light upon the last hours of its immortal de
fenders : 

" About two hours before sunset, on the third day 
of March, 1836, the bombardment suddenly ceased, 
and the enemy withdrew an unusual distance. Taking 
advantage of that opportunity. Col. Travis paraded 
all of his effective men in a single file; and, taking 
his position in front of the centre, he stood for some 
moments, apparently speechless from emotion. Then, 
nerving himself for the occasion, he addressed them 
substantially as follows: 

" ' M Y BRAVE COMPANIONS : Stern necessity com
pels me to employ the few moments afforded by this 
probably brief cessation of conflict in making known to 
you the most interesting, yet the most solemn, melan
choly, and unwelcome fact that perishing humanity 
can realize. But how shall I find language to pre
pare you for its reception ? I cannot do so. All that 
I can say to this purpose is, be prepared for the worst. 
I must come to the point. Our fate is sealed. With
in a very few days—perhaps a very few hours—Ave 
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must all be in eternity. This is our destiny, and we 
cannot aA'oid it. This is our certain doom. 

" ' I have deceived you long by the promise of 
help. But I crave your pardon, hoping that after 
hearing my explanation, you will not only regard my 
conduct as pardonable, but heartily sympathize Avith 
me in my extreme necessity. In deceiving you, I also 
deceived myself, haA'ing been first deceived by others. 

" ' I have continually received the strongest assur
ances of help from home. Every letter from the Coun
cil, and every one that I have seen from individuals 
at home, has teemed Avith assurances that our people 
were ready, willing, and anxious to come to our re
lief ; and that within a very short time we might con
fidently expect recruits enough to repel any force that 
Avould be brought against us. These assurances I re
ceived as facts. They inspired me Avith the greatest 
confidence that our little band would be made the 
nucleus of an army of sufficient magnitude to repel 
our foes, and to enforce peace on our own terms. In 
the honest and simple confidence of my heart, I have 
transmitted to you these promises of help, and my 
confident hopes of success. But the promised help 
has not come, and our hopes are not to be realized. 

" ' I have evidently confided too much in the prom
ises of our friends. But let us not be in haste to cen
sure them. The enemy has invaded our territory 
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much earlier than we anticipated; and their present 
approach is a matter of surprise. Our friends Avere 
evidently not informed of our perilous condition in 
time to save us. Doubtless they would have been 
here by the time they expected any considerable force 
of the enemy. When they find a Mexican army in 
their midst, I hope they will show^ themselves true to 
their cause. 

" ' My calls on Col. Fannin remain unansAvered, and 
my messengers have not returned. The probabilities 
are that his Avhole command has fallen into the hands 
of the enemy, or been cut to pieces, and that our 
couriers have been cut off. 

" ' I trust that I have now explained my conduct to 
your satisfaction, and that you do not censure me for 
my course. 

" ' I must again refer to the assurances of help from 
home. They are what deceived me, and caused me to 

deceive you. Relying upon these assurances, I deter
mined to remain within these Avails until the promised 
help should arrive, stoutly resisting all assaults from 
Â  ithout. Upon the same reliance, I retained you here, 
regarding the increasing force of our assailants with 
contempt, till they outnumbered us more than twenty 
to one, and escape became impossible. For the same 
reason, I scorned their demand for a surrender at 
discretion, and defied their threat to put every one 
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of US to the SAvord, if the fort should be taken by 
storm. 

" ' I must now speak of our present situation. Here 
Ave are, surrounded by an army that could almost 
eat us for a breakfast, from Avhose arms our lives are 
for the present protected by the stone walls. We 
have no hope of help, for no force that we could 
CA'-er reasonably have expected could cut its way 
through the strong ranks of these Mexicans. We 
dare not surrender; for, should we do so, that black 
flag,noAV waving in our sight, as Avell as the merci
less character of our enemies, admonishes us of what 
would be our doom. We cannot cut our way out 
through the enemy's ranks; for, in attempting that, 
we should all be slain in less than ten minutes. 
Nothing remains then, but to stay within this fort 
and fight to the last moment, In this case, we must, 
sooner or later, all be slain; for I am sure that Santa 
Anna is determined to storm the fort and take it, even 
at the greatest cost of the lives of his OAVU men. 

" Then we must die ! Our speedy dissolution is a 
fixed and inevitable fact. Our business is, not to 
make a fruitless effort to save our lives, but to choose 
the manner of our death. But three modes are pre
sented to us. Let us choose that by which we may 
best serve our country. Shall we surrender, and b(i 
deliberately shot, without taking the life of a single 
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enemy ? Shall Ave try to cut our Avay out through the 
Mexican ranks, and be butchered before we can kill 
tAventy of our adversaries ? I am opposed to either 
method; for, in either case, we could but lose our 
lives without benefiting our friends at home—our 
fathers and mothers, our brothers and sisters, our 
Avives and little ones. The Mexican army is strong 
enough to march through the country, and extermi
nate its inhabitants, and our countrvmen are not able 
to oppose them in open field. My choice, then, is to 
remain in this fort, to resist every assault, and to sell 
our lives as dearly as possible. 

" ' Then let us band together as brothers, and vow 
to die together. Let us resolve to Avithstand our ad
versaries to the last; and, at each advance, to kill as 
many of them as possible. And Avhen, at last, they 
shall storm our fortress, let us kill them as they come ! 
kill them as they scale our Avail I kill them as they 
leap Avithin! kill them as they raise their Aveapons, 
and as they use them ! kill them as they kill our com
panions ! and continue to kill them as long as one of 
us shall remain alive ! 

" ' By this policy, I trust that Ave shall so Aveaken 
our enemies that our countrymen at home can meet 
them on fair terms, cut them up, expel them fi'om 
the country, and thus establish our own independence, 
and secui'e prosperity and happiness to our families 
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and our country. And, be assured, our memory Avill 
be gratefully cherished by posterity, till all history 
shall be erased, and all noble deeds shall be forgotten. 

" ' But I leaA'e every man to his own choice. Should 
any man prefer to surrender, and be tied and shot; 
or to attempt an escape through the Mexican ranks, 
and be killed before he can run a hundred yards, he 
is at liberty to do so. 

" ' My own choice is to stay in this fort, and die for 
my country, fighting as long as breath shall remain in 
my body. This will I do, even if you leave me alone. 

Do as you think best—but no man can die Avith me 
without affording me comfort in the moment of death.' 

" Col. Travis then drcAA'' his sword, and with its point 
traced a line upon the ground, extending from the 
right to the left of the file. Then, resuming his posi
tion in front of the centre, he said, ' I now want every 
man who is detei'mined to stay here and die with me 
to come across this line. Who Avill be first ? March !' 

"The first respondent Avas Tapley Holland, who 
leaped the line at a bound, exclaiming, ' I am ready 
to die for my country !' His example Avas instantly 
followed by every man in the file, Avith the exception 
of Rose. Manifest enthusiasm Avas universal and tre
mendous. Every sick man that could Avalk arose 
from his bunk and tottered across the line. CoL 
BoAvie, Avho could not leave his bed, said, ' Boys, I 
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am not able to come to you, but I wish some of you 
would be so kind as to remove my cot oAer there.' 
Four men instantly ran to the cot, and, each lifting a 
corner, carried it across the line. Then every sick 
man that could not walk made the same request, and 
had his bunk removed in like manner. 

"Rose, too, was deeply affected, but differently 
from his companions. He stood till every man but 
himself had crossed the line. A consciousness of the 
real situation overpowered him. He sank upon the 
ground, covered his face, and yielded to his own 
reflections. For a time he Avas unconscious of what 
was transpiring around him. A bright idea came to 
his relief; he spoke the Mexican dialect very flu
ently, and could he once get safely out of the fort, 
he might easily pass for a Mexican and effect an 
escape. Thus encouraged, he suddenly aroused as 
if from sleep. He looked over the area of the fort; 
every sick man's berth was at its wonted place; 
every effective soldier was at his post, as if aAvaiting 
orders ; he felt as if dreaming. 

" He directed a searching glance at the cot of Colo
nel BoAvie. There lay his gallant friend. Colonel 
DaA'id Crockett was leaning over the cot, conversing 
with its occupant in an undertone. After a fcAv 
seconds BoAvie looked at Rose and said, ' You seem 
not to be willing to die Avith us. Rose.' ' No,' said 
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Rose, ' I am not prepared to die, and shall not do so 
if I can aA ôid it.' Then Crockett also looked at 
him, and said, 'You may as well conclude to die 
Avith us, old man, for escape is impossible.' 

" Rose made no reply, but looked up at the top of 
the Avail. ' I have often done worse than to climb 
that wall,' thought he. Suiting the action to the 
thought he sprang up, seized his wallet of unAvashed 
clothes, and ascended the wall. Standing on its top, 
he looked down within to take a last view of his 
dying friends. They were all now in motion, but 
what they were doing he heeded not. Overpowered 
by his feelings he looked away and saAV them no 
more. 

"Looking down without he was amazed at the 
scene of death that met his gaze. From the wall to 
a considerable distance beyond, the ground was liter
ally covered with slaughtered Mexicans and pools 
of blood. 

" He Adewed this horrid scene but a moment. He 
threAV down his wallet and leaped after it. He 
alighted on his feet, but the momentum of the spring 
threw him sprawling upon his stomach in a puddle 
of blood. After several seconds he recovered his 
breath; he arose and took up his wallet; it had 
fallen open and several garments had rolled out 
upon the blood. He hurriedly thrust them back. 
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without trying t o , cleanse them of the coagulated 
blood which adhered to them. Then, throwing the 
wallet across his shoulders, he AA'alked rapidly aAvay. 

" He took the road AA'hich led doAvn the river around 
a bend to the ford, and through the town by the 
church. He waded the river at the ford and passed 
through the town. He saw no person in toAvn, but 
the doors were all closed, and San Antonio appeared 
as a deserted city. 

" After passing through the toAvn he turned down 
the river. A stillness as of death prevailed. When 
he had gone about a quarter of a mile below the town 
his ears were saluted by the thunder of the bombard
ment, which was then renewed. That thunder con
tinued to remind him that his friends were true to 
their cause, by a continual roar, with but slight 
intervals, until a little before suniise on the morning 
of the sixth, Avhen it ceased and he heard it no 
more. 

" At tAvilight he recrossed the river on a foot-log, 
about three miles below the town. He then directed 
his course eastwardly towards the Guadalupe River, 
carefully bearing to the right to avoid the Gonzales 

road." a.^'*-'^ 
The writer takes this account of Mr. Rose, cum 

grano salis, but it may be true. 
The poet sayeth: 
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'Tis strange—but true; for truth is always strange; 

Stranger than fiction. 

The fondness of the writer for localities made 
famous by the heroic achievements of the founders of 
our glorious republic, has carried him to the Alamo 
with as much zeal as the Mohammedan visits the 
tomb of his prophet. 

Indeed, the Alamo has peculiar interest for every 
Texan who loves his country and is proud of his 
State. But I have stood on Bunker's Hill, Brooklyn 
Heights, and from the deck of a floating palace on 
the bosom of the Father of Waters, viewing the 
plains of Chalmette, revolved in my mind the virtue 
and heroism displayed by American valor and patri
otism. 

Even on Plymouth Rock and the field of Lexing
ton I have wandered and meditated, comparing the 
illustrious founders and warriors of the nations of 
the Old World with the distinguished heroes and 
statesmen of America. 

At the graves of Washington, Franklin, and Ham
ilton I have often pondered upon the lasting fame 
AAdth which their patriotic devotion has caused a 
grateful posterity to stamp their names : 

" First in war, first in peace, and fiist in the hearts of their coun

trymen." 
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Their memory Avill be cherished with veneration 
by future generations, Avhen the names of Alexander, 
Caesar, and Napoleon will be forgotten. 

The folloAving sketch from Kennedy may interest 
the reader: 

" Among the slain there Avas one who, surrounded by 
a heap of the fallen enemy, displayed even in death 
the freshness of the hunter's aspect, and Avhose eccen
tricities, real or reputed, have familiarized England 
with his name—David Crockett, of Tennessee, a char
acter such as could only haÂ e been produced and per
fected within the limits of his own country. 

" The Avhole man, physical and mental, was of fron
tier growth. His playthings from infancy were the 
axe and the rifle. Few among his youthful companions 
displayed more activity and strength; none aimed his 
piece with a steadier hand or truer eye. In the meta
phorical eulogy of the western woodsmen, he was 
more than ' a horse,'—he w âs ' a steamboat.' Dur
ing the war of 1812, David took up arms for his 
country, and fought bravely, though no admirer of 
parade or drilL After the Avar, he turned to indus
trial pursuits, and was a successful hunter and thriv
ing planter. Hospitality kept cheerful Avatch at his 
door, and the w^ayfarer was ever Avelcome to a plen
tiful meal, and a glass of ' old Monongahela.' 

" The ambition to be politically distinguished, which 
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prcA^ails Avherever free institutions are established, is, 
perhaps, a more active passion in new states than in 
old. Crockett did not escape the general mania for 
public life. His conscience told him that he Avas an 
honest man, and rumor and the newspapers strangely 
lied if there Avere many of the same stamp in the great 
house at Washington. Reforms were wanting—there 
was no question of that—but means Avere essential to 
an end, and sound reforms demanded clean-handed 
legislators. David felt that he had a call. He had 
mastered the ' varmint' of the woods—' coon,' bear, 
and panther—and Avhy should he not ' use u p ' the 
proAvlers that preyed upon the commonAvealth ? The 
great Tennessee hunter determined to 'run for Con
gress.' 

" The stump of a tree is frequently the rostrum of a 
western orator; hence the name of ' stump speeches' 
has been given in the States to those morsels of elo
quence which are seasoned and sauced exclusively for 
the popular palate. Possessed of robust health and 
poAverful lungs, backed by never-faltering perseve
rance, Crockett was a giant on the stum]). If poor in 
classical lore, he was affluent in the figures and phrase
ology of life in the West. After a long and arduous 
struggle, he was chosen a member of Congress for 
Tennessee. 

" His career as a patriotic legislator disappointed his 
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hopes, and fell far short of his electioneering promises. 
When he entered Congress he imagined that his proAV-
ess as a hunter and a wrestler would inspire his oppo
nents Avith aAve, and enable him to shoulder the state 
Avagon out of the ruts by a fcAV prompt and dexter
ous heaves; but he found difficulties at Washington 
w^hich he never contemplated when an aspirant for 
representative honors. The first thing, he said, that 
'bothered' him were the Congressional rules and 
orders, and * what those rascally things were made 
for he could not reckon, for they did no good.' If he 
happened to damage these rules and orders, and then 
got in a ' fair track,' his tongue did not wag so glibly 
as it used to do on the stump, and he frequently found 
himself short of breath and his knees Aveak Avhen he 
attempted to harangue the House. He could not 
understand this, but he found it was so day after day. 
He often looked round to see if there Avas any man 
bigger and stronger than himself to produce this quak
ing, for, until then, none but a stronger man than 
himself could shake his nerve. His A'isions of reform, 
one after another, vanished, for he could not make the 
members listen to his reasoning. He began to suspect 
that he had different Avork to do than Avhen he used to 
go ' a gunning.' Often as he might hit a political 
wild cat, the ' crit tur ' held out, as if it had nine 
times the nine lives attributed to grimalkin. 
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"Many an odd saying and grotesque story was 
fathered on 'Colonel Crockett,' whose raciness of 
speech and manuers was, however, spoiled by mixing 
in political society. He lost the Avild originality of 
the fi-ontier, Avithout acquiring the polish or spright-
liness of city life. Still, Washington had its attrac
tions, and he was anxious to retain his place in the 
legislature; but he must have his own way, and 
would not submit to be trammelled; the consequence 
of which Avas that his constituents chose a more plia
ble candidate. This was a heavy blow to David, 
who had been for years a ' lion,' and to whom excite
ment of some kind was indispensable. Disgusted 
with politics, and irritated by public ingratitude, 
military renown acquired fresh attractions in his 
eyes. At this time Texas had raised the standard 
of resistance against military usurpation. To the 
cause of Texan liberty he resolved to devote him
self, and, shouldering his rifle, he started for the 
Sabine, and arrived at Nacogdoches, accompanied by 
several volunteers, in the commencement of the war. 
Having determined to become a citizen of Texas, 
he proceeded with his companions to the office of 
Mr. Forbes (then first judge of the municipality), 
to take the oath of allegiance, Avhich Avas tendered 
to him in the folloAving form: 

' " I do solemnly swear that I will bear true alle-
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giance to the Provisional Government of Texas, or 
any future Government that may be hereafter de-
(dared; and that I will serA'e her honestly and faith
fully against all her enemies and oppressors Avhat-
soever, and observe and obey the orders of the 
GoA^ernor of Texas, the orders and decrees of the 
pi'esent or future authorities, and the orders of 
the officers appointed OÂer me according to the rules 
and articles for the government of Texas—so help 
me God.' 

" Crockett Avas not the man to make a solemn decla
ration without scrutinizing its import. He refused 
to take the oath as tendered, stating that although 
he was willing to swear to support any future Bepuh-

lican Government, he could not subscribe his name 
to this form, as the ' future' government might be 
despotic. Mr. Forbes then inserted the word 'repub
lican ' betAveen the Avords ' future ' and ' govern
ment ; ' aud the instrument was signed. The original, 
deposited in the office of the War Department of 
Texas, exhibits the interlineation and the autograph 
of DaAdd Crockett; 

" Biography is the handmaid of History, and fre
quently a more agreeable companion than her mis
tress; I therefore offer no apology for this brief 
notice of one of ' the heroes of the Alamo.' Poor 

David! thy simple uprightness merited a happier 
9 
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end ! Yet, to borrow a phrase of thine own coin-
age, thou didst 'go a-head for the r igh t ; ' and thy 
blood Avas shed upon a holy altar, and from thy 
smouldering ashes arose a flame which streamed 
from the San Antonio to the Mississippi and Ohio, 
lighting up, in many a generous heart, a fire not to 
be extinguished, so long as those who dishonored thy 
manly form continued to tread the soil in which their 
barbarian vindictiveness denied thee and thy gallant 
comrades the humble privilege of a soldier's grave!" 



CHAPTER VIL 

The Capture of San Patricio, Refugio, and GOLIAD.—The Masacres of 

Col. Oranfs, Capt. King^s, Col. Ward's, and Fannin's commands. 

" T T T H I L E Santa Anna Avas marching from the Rio 
' ^ Grande upon San Antonio, another division 

of his army, under Gen. Jose Urrea, Avas aclA'ancing 
by the coast route upon San Patricio, Refugio and 
Goliad. 

San Patricio Avas first attacked, and after an obsti
nate defence by some forty or fifty troops under Col. 
F. W. Johnson, Avas taken by assault, and all its 
defenders killed, except Col. Johnson and four others 
Avho made their escape. Dr. or Col. Grant, AA'IIO Avas 
associated in the command with Col. Johnson, and 
fought gallantly AAdth him at the storming of San 
Antonio, in December, 1835, Avas out scouting Avith 
about sixty men at the time of the attack on San 
Patricio, and was ambuscaded at Agua Dulce on the 
2d of March, four days before the fall of the Alamo, 
and his Avhole party put to death. 

Yoakum says Grant Avas Avounded and taken pris
oner ; that his life Avas spared that the enemy might 
have the benefit of his serAdces in attending their 
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numerous wounded, and thus describes his tragic 
end : 

" While Dr. Grant was in San Patricio, curing his 
OAvn wound, and carefully ministering to the wants 
of the Avounded of the enemy, he was promised, that, 
so soon as he recovered, and those under his care 
Avere convalescent, he should haÂ e a passport to 
leave the country Avithout molestation. The captain 
left in command of the town, after the departure of 
Urrea, secretly despatched eight men in search of a 
Avild horse. The animal Avas captured about three 
weeks after the battle of the 2d of March. Grant 
Avas now brought forth, and, by order of the captain, 
his feet were strongly bound to those of the horse, 
and his hands to the taiL " Now," said the captain, 
" you have your passport—go ! " At the same 
moment the cords by Avhich the mustang Avas tied 
were severed. The fierce animal, finding his limbs 
unfettered, sprang away with great violence, leaving 
behind him, in a short distance, the mangled remains 
of poor Grant! Nothing can be added to this sim
ple statement of facts." 

The folloAving autograph letter of Colonel Fannin 
to his friend Mi'. Joseph Mims, of Brazoria, corrobo
rates the murder of his prisoners by General Urrea at 
San Patricio, and giA ês an account of his own re
sources, embarrassments, and vexations surroundings: 
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" GOLIAD, February 2Sth, 1836. 

" MR. JOSEPH MI:\IS : 

" The advice I gave you a fCAV days back is too true—• 
the enemy have the toAvn of Bexar, Avith a large 
force, and I fear Avill soon haA e our brave country
men in the Alamo. 

" Another force is near me, and crossed the Neuces 
yesterday morning, and attacked a party by surprise, 
under Colonel Johnson, and routed them, killing Cap
tain Raison, and sevei^al others, after they had surren
dered. I have about four hundred and twenty men 
here, and if I can get provisions in to-morroAV or next 
day, can maintain myself against any force. I will 
never gi\'e up the ship Avhilst there is a pea in the 
dish. If I am whipped, it Avill be well done, and 
you may never expect to see me. 

" I hope to see all Texas in eirms soon ; if not, we 
lose our homes, and must go east of the Trinity for a 
AA'hile. Look to our property—save it for my family, 
whatever may be my fate. 

" I expect some in about this time, by Cogley, and 
Avish you to receive and take care of it. I now tell 
you, be eilways ready; I have not as much confidence 
iu the people of Texas as I once had; they haA'e been 
called on and entreated to fly to arms and prevent 
Avliat has now been done. I have but three citizens in the 
ranks, and though I have called on them for six weehs, 
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not one yet arrived, and no assistance in bringing me 
proA'isions—even teams refused me. I feel too indig
nant to say more about them. If I Avas honorably out 
of their service, I Avould ncA êr re-enter it. 

" But I must noAV play a bold game; I AAdll go the 
tuhole hog. If I am lost, be the censure on the right 
heads, and may my wdfe and children, and children's 
children, curse the sluggards/b/Y^t't-r. I am too mad, 
and too much to do—anything—hwt fight. 

"If my family arrive, send my wife this letter. 
Enquire of McKinney. 

" Hoping for the best, being prepared for the worst, 
I am in a devil of a bad humor. 

" Farewell. 
" J. W. FANNIN, J R . " 

On the morning of the 14th of March, Fannin 
received an order from General Houston to evacuate 
Goliad and fall back on Victoria, when he immediate
ly despatched a courier to Ward to return immediately. 
The courier not returning in time, he sent a second, 
and then a third, neither of whom ever returned. 

On the 12th of March, the adA^anceof Urrea's army 
reached Refugio, and found there twenty men com-
maiuled by Captain King, Avho, Avith tJie mission as a 
fortification, resolved to defend the place, and sent for 
as istance to Colonel Fannin, then in command of 
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Goliad Avith about four hundred men. Colonel Ward, 
Avith about one hundred troops, was sent by Colonel 
Fannin to the relief of Captain King, and at daylight 
on the morning of the 14th, entered the mission, Avlie.i 
Ca])tain King Avith thirteen men were sent out to 
reconnoitre, soon after Avhich General Urrea sur
rounded and attacked the mission on all sides, but, after 
repeated assaults, was repulsed Avith a loss of two 
hundred in killed and wounded, Avhile the Texans lost 
only three severely Avounded. 

General Urrea, in giAdng an account of his attack 
and defeat at Refugio, says: 

"The enemy, though at first confounded by the 
movement, opened a lively fire upon our infantry, the 
greater part of Avliom, being recruits from Yucatan, 
could not sustain it, and fell back, nor could my 
exertions aA'ail to bring them forward again; and their 
native officers, Avho, a few moments before, had been 
all boasting and arrogance, disappeared in the most 
ciitical moment! These soldiers, Avith few exceptions, 
do not understand Spanish; and the officers, unac
quainted with t]iQ\Y patois, found it difficult to mak(^ 
them understand the word of command. The inf antr\' 
having fallen back upon a house and court-yard situ
ated at fifteen or twenty paces from the church, I 
ordered a part of the cavalry to alight, in order to 
inspirit them by their example, but all Avould not do. 
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The cavalry alone Avere unequal to carry the place. 
The moment Avas urgent; and I ordered a retreat, 
Avhich, hoAvever, could not be effected Avith the order ! 
that disciplined troops Avould have maintained." 

After fighting gallantly all day long, and having 
almost entirely exhausted their ammunition, at night 
the Texans left their three wounded comrades in the 

mission, and retreated toAvards Victoria. On the 
morning of the 15th, Urrea took possession of the mis
sion, despatched and cast out the dead bodies of the 
wounded Texans, placed therein his own wounded, 
and folloAved in pursuit of Ward's and King's com
mands, Avhich had separated the day before; King 
having left the fortifications to reconnoitre, and there
after having been unable to re-enter. On the morn
ing of the 16th, the cavalry of Urrea came up with 
Captain King and the thirteen soldiers under his 
command, surrounded them in the open prairie, with 
their powder wet, and forced their surrender, in six 
hours after Avhich they killed CA'cry one of them ! 

On the l7th, Urrea approached Goliad, Avhich was 
occupied by Colonel Fannin Avith about three hundred 
men, Avho, after slight skirmishing on the 18th, on the 
morning of the 19th dismantled the fortifications, 
burned the buildings, and with his little army com
menced his retreat toAvards Victoria, and after march
ing nine miles from Goliad, stopped to rest in the open 
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prairie, five miles from the Coleta, where there Avas 
abundance of Avater, vol believing tliat the Mexicans 

•iroiild deire folloiv him ! 

After a halt of aljout an hour. Colonel Fannin re
sumed his retreat towards Victoria, but soon found 
that Avhile he rested the Mexicans had complet^b' ;̂ ur 
rounded him in a depression of the plain, siAoJ î'l'eVen 
feet below the surrounding surface ! 

But notAvithstanding such a disadvantageous posi
tion, and such an egregious blunder, he foVmed his 
three hundred Texans into a holloAV square, and re
pulsed the repeated assaults of the tAvelve hundred 
infantry and seven hundred cavalry of the enemy. 

The conflict lasted from 1 o'clock P.AI. till dark, 
when Urrea drcAV off his troops Avith a loss of about 
fifty killed and about one hundred and fifty Avounded, 
AA'hile the Texan loss AVas scÂ en killed and ninty-seven 
Avounded. 

Colonel A. C. Horton, Avith tAventy-eight horsemen 
from Matagorda, Avho joined Colonel Fannin on the 
16th, took no part in this action. He had been sent 
forAvard to examine the crossing of the Coleta, but 
hearing the noise of battle, galloped back, and seeing 
Fannin surrounded, retreated to Victoria. 

In explanation of this retreat, Captain Shackleford 
says: 

" I candidly belie\'e, even Avith the whole of his force, 
9-
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he never could have cut his way through such an 
immense number of Mexican cavalry." 

Yoakum says: 
"They had a full view of the engagement; and, see

ing the Texans very nearly surrounded by so large 
a foEce. of the enemy, Horton's lieutenant, Moore, 

obje6uS?---.o any attempt to reach their comrades by 
penetrating the Mexican lines, alleging that they 
would all be cut to pieces. Immediately he dashed 
off in another direction, taking wdth him nearly all 
the party." 

During the night, which the Texans passed without 
water, they dug trenches, and threw up breastworks, 
preparing to renew the conflict in the morning, while 
the Mexican cavalry sounded their bugles all around 
them until morning. 

No effort was made to retreat or get water during 
the night, and in the morning Col. Fannin, who had 
been shot through the thigh during the battle, and 
with the other wounded was suffering agonies for 
want of Avater, after a consultation with his officers, 
surrendered himself and his command as prisoners of 
war to Gen. Jose Urrea, the commander of the Mexi
can army, and were marched and transported back to 
Goliad and incarcerated in the old mission of La Ba
hia, opposite the present town of Goliad. 

Santa Anna upon receiving information of their 

i\ 
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capture immediately ordered their execution, and on 
Palm Sunday, March 27th, 1836, the gallant CoL 
Fannin with his command, and Col. Ward, who, Avith 
his command, Avas overtaken and captured the day after 
the surrender of Fannin, were marched out of the 
mission on the pretence of getting provisions, and all, 
to the number of three hundred and thirty, shot doAvn 
in cold blood, their bodies denied sepulture, and, after 
partial cremation, left on the open plain as food for 
dogs and vultures! 

TAventy-seven escaped from the slaughter by run
ning to the San Antonio River and evading their pursu
ers. Of this number was the amiable and accom
plished John C. Duval, whose companion or fileman 
on this march to death was a large poAverful felloAV, 
who received several balls in his body at the same 
time, and falling doAvn upon John, covered his body 
so that the lancers who rode along the line of the 
dead and wounded in order to dispatch all, passed 
John AAdthout running him through, Avhen he took to 
his heels, gained the river, plunged in, while a shovvcr 
of bullets folloAved him, swam for dear life, and 
gained the opposite bank and safety. 

After five days' fasting, thirsting, and Avalking, he, 
with tAVO companions, got to the Guadalupe River, 
found it SAVollen by recent rains, Avhen, Aveary and 
hungry, M.ey laid themselves doAvn on the bank for the 
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night, but before sleeping they heard a pig squeal 
near by them. All Avere up in a moment and went 
for the pig, AA hen they found an old SOAV with five 
pigs, three of Avhich Avith great difficulty they cap
tured, and, after building a fire, roasted Avith the hair 
on and ate greedily but joyfully. 

I have heard John Duval say that never before nor 
since had he ate such a delicious supper as he did on 
this occasion! 

John Duval's account of his escape is corroborated 
by S. T. Brown's, of the Georgia battalion, which 
says: 

"Soon after I made my escape, I Avas joined by 
John Duval and Holliday, of the Kentucky 
volunteers, both of whom Avere Avith me at the massa
cre, but not until I had swam across the San Antonio, 
about half a mile from the butchery. 

" For five days Ave had nothing to eat except wild 
onions, which abound in the country; when, reaching 
the Gaudalupe, we found a nest of young pigs, and 
these lasted us several days. In the course of a few 
days, wandering at random in the open country, often 
wide off of our supposed direction, we saw fresh signs 
of cavalry, and withdrew to the swamp, but had been 
perceived going there, and were taken by two IMexi
cans armed Avith guns and swords; that is, Duval and 
myself were captured; Holliday lay close and was 
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not discovered. One of the men seized me and held 
on; DuA'al Avas placed betAveen them to follow on. 
He sju-ang off, and one man threw doAvn his gun and 
ran after him in vain. Duval made his escape, and I 
have not seen him since." 

Another poor fellow, who was not shot to death, 
when the Mexican lancers passed along after the in
fantry had done their work feigned to be dead, but 
not looking like a corpse, a Mexican plunged his 
lance through his breast in order to finish him. 

The wounded Texan, knowing that death would 
surely folloAv such a rash act, moved not a limb of his 
body nor a muscle of his face, but preserved his 
feignedj but not lifeless appearance, to the best of his 
ability, and after the Mexicans retired from this field 
of slaughter, although shot and then thrust through 
the body, he craAvled to the San Antonio RiA'er, made 
his escape, recovered from his wounds, and attended 
the Houston Fair in 1874, where he divided honors 
Avith the surviving veterans of the Texas revolution 
on that memorable occasion. 

To justify the murder of their prisoners taken at 
San Patricio, Refugio and Goliad, the Mexicans plead 
a laAV of their Supreme Government, to teihe no prison

ers, to treat the rebels as pirates, and kill all Texans 

found with arms in their hands. But civilization and 
refinement 



2 0 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

" Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, against 
The deep damnation of their taking-ofE." 

The Goliad massacre thrilled the American heart 
Avith horror and astonishment, and Avas the death-
knell of JMexican power in Texas. No more success 
attended the victorious murderers, and in less than one 
month from the date of their atrocities at Goliad, 
they cried for mercy to the heroes of San Jacinto, 
piteously exclaiming: " Me no Alamo! me no 
Goliad !" and to the imperishable honor and glory of 
these same heroes, their lives were spared. 

The severe lesson taught by the disasters of San 
Patricio, Refugio and Goliad should have learned 
Texans obedience to orders, endurance and fortitude 
in their marches, prudence in the selection of their 
camps, and Avatchfulness all the time. 

Had Col. Fannin obeyed the order of his command
ing officer to fall back to Gonzales, or had he marched 
from Goliad to the Coleta wdthout stopping to rest, or 
had he selected a commanding position for his camp, 
instead of the lowest place in the prairie, his deplora
ble defeat and sacrifice might have been avoided. 

San Patricio tvas surprised, Col. Grant AA'ith his com
mand was cvmbuiscaded, Avhile King and Ward lost the 

way from Refugio to Goliad, only thirty miles over 
the prairie ! 

After conti'asting the sad results of Texan blunders 
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at San Patricio, Refugio, and Goliad with the astute
ness displayed by the heroes of San Jacinto in charg
ing the Mexicans Avhile napping, Ave can say with 
t ru th: Success attends the vigilant, the active, and the 

brave—not careless, sleeping loarriors ! 

About three months after the massacre, the bones 

and other remains of Col. Fannin and his comrades 
were gathered together by some Texan troops com
manded by Gen. T. J. Rusk and buried in one com
mon grave about 300 yards south of the old mission, 

but no monument marks the spot; however, the pres
ent town of Goliad, north of the river, but in sight 
of the old mission, with its beautiful mansions, gar
dens and groves, will forever remind Texans of the 
Goliad massacre and the cruel, savage, bloodthirsty, 
prisoner-murdering, priest-ridden Mexicans, who there 
muiKiered their brethren. 

This brings to mind the addi'ess of the General 
Council, 23d October, 1835. 

" Like our fathers of the Revolution"—said the 
address—" we have sw^orn to live free or die: like our 
fathers of 1776, we have pledged to each other our 
lives, fortunes, and sacred honors, and have vowed to 
drive every Mexican soldier beyond the Rio Grande, 
or whiten the plains with our bones." 

I t is said that in anticipation of returning^home 
soon, on the very evening before the execution, tlie 
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prisoners, who Avere mostly planters and sons of plant
ers from Georgia and Alabama, Avere singing and 
playing on flutes and other musical instruments, 
" Home, SAveet home ! " 

The veil Avhich hides the future from the present and 
enal )les poor frail, erring mortals to bear up under 
present misfortunes and sufferings, Avith the hope, in 
the end, of arriving at the goal of success—has been 
called the mercy veil ! 

This mercy veil shut out the impending horrors of 
the morroAV from the poor prisoners ! Little did they 
dream of Mexican treachery and cruelty ! 

Jack and Travis had been prisoners at Anahuac in 
1831, but they AÂere not killed—the odious Bradburn 
did not murder his prisoners ! 

Even Austin had returned from Mexico after an 
imprisonment of years—the Mexicans did not murder 
their prisoners ! 

The general condemnation of the President General, 
Santa Anna, for the sacrifice of so many noble and gab 
lant spirits caused that distinguished butcher to make 
the following defence, which clearly accounts for his 
hating the Texans and his ordering them to be put to 
death. 

He says: "This last event [the surrender of Fan
nin and his followers] has been productive of much 
evil to myself, and it is therefore necessary that I 
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should make a short digression respecting it. To avoid 
repetition, I make this observation once for all—the 
war of Texas Avas not only just on the part of Mexico, 
but imperatively called for by the undisguised char
acter of the hostility which provoked it. It is noto
rious that the soldiers of Travis in the Alamo, those of 
Fannin at Coleta, the riflemen of Dr. Grant, and 
Houston himself and the troops of San Jacinto, with 
very few exceptions, came from New Orleans and 
other points of the neighboring republic, exclusively 
to support the rebellion in Texas, having had no previous 
relation with the colonists or their enterprises. 

" This country was soon invaded, not by a nation 
recognized as such, coming to vindicate rights positive 
or supposed; nor yet by Mexicans, led away by a 
political fanaticism to defend or attack the public 
administration of their country ; no, it was invaded by 
men hurried on by the lust of conquest, Avith rights 
far less apparent and plausible than Cortes and Pi-
zarro. As for those who raised the standard of revolt 
throughout the immense territory Avhich Mexico pos
sesses, from Bexar to the Sabine, what name shall I 
give them, or how treat them ? The laws, ever in 
vigor, and AA'hose strict observance the government 
earnestly enforces, term them pirates and banditti; 
and the nations of the world Avould never have for
given Mexico had she treated such men with the re-



210 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

spect Avhich is due only to the honorable, the upright, 
the respecters of the rights of nations. Till then [the 
massacre at Goliad], I had enjoyed among my fellow-
citizens the reputation—preferable in my mind to that 
of a brave man—the reputation of being humane after 
victories won. So completely unfortunate Avas I des
tined to become, that even the solitary virtue, which 
my bitterest enemies never denied me, is now disputed. -
I am represented as more ferocious than the tiger; I 
who was ambitious to be distinguished for nothing so 
much as my clemency, in a country that yields to no 
other in humane and generous feeling. The execution 
of Fannin and his followers is the ground on which 
they accuse me of having been barbarous and san
guinary. . . . The prisoners at Goliad stood condemn
ed by the law, by a universal law, by the right of self-
protection, which every nation and every individually 
enjoys. They did not surrender under the form of 
capitulation, as General Urrea has shown; how, then, 
could I turn the sword of justice from their heads 
without directing it against my own ? Let it be said 
(though I confess that such is not my opinion) that 
the law is unjust; yet to impute the homicide to the 
mere instrument, and not to the hand that directs it, 
can there be greater blindness ? The prisoners were 
in the highest degree embarrassing to the command
ant at Goliad; before taking to flight they had set fire 
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to the place ; and nothing was left us but the church 
to house the sick and wounded. The sole security of 
the garrison consisted of perpetual vigilance, being 
greatly inferior in number to the prisoners; our pro
visions were barely sufficient for our OAVU people; we 
were without cavalry to conduct them as far as Meta
moras. All these considerations, urged by the com-

mandant of the place, weighed heavily on my mind, 
and tended to bias my resolution. 

" I t has been said that a capitulation was made; 
and although the conduct of General Urrea contra
dicts the assertion, I addressed the Supreme Govern
ment on the subject, begging that an inquiry might 
be instituted, to show that neither officially nor con
fidentially w'as any knoAAdedge of the same communi
cated to me; that had such been the case, though 
General Urrea had no power to grant it, I should 
have been induced, on the score of humanity, to appeal 
to the sovereign pity of Congress to deliver Fannin 
and his soldiers from death. With less motive, and 
taking advantage of their medical skill, several doc
tors were saved from death, as well as forty prisoners 
who were employed in the construction of different 
useful things. In fine, eighty-six men taken in Copano 
were saved, I having draAvu up a statement that it 
appeared certain that they never made use of their 
arms, nor had committed aii}' depredation, though 
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taken AAdth arms in their hands ; and having submit
ted the same to Congress, I entreated their clemency." 

Dr. John Shackleford, a gentlemen of truth and 
integrit}' says: 

" We then raised a white flag, which Avas responded 
to by the enemy. Major Wallace Avas then sent out, 
together with one or tAvo others Avho spoke the Mexi
can language. They shortly returned, and reported 

-f that the Mexican general could capitulate Avith the 
commanding officer only. Colonel Fannin, although 
quite lame, then went out Avith the flag. When he 
was about to leave our lines, the emotions of my mind 
Avere intense, and I felt some anxiety to hear the de
termination of the men. I remarked to him that I 
would not oppose a surrender, provided we could 
obtain an honorable capituleition—one on AA'hich he 
could rely; that, if he could not obtain such ' come 
back—our graAes are already dug—let us all be buried 
together !' To these remarks the men responded in a 
firm and determined manner, and the colonel assured 
us that he never AA'ould surrender on any other terms. 
He returned in a short time thereafter, and communi
cated the substance of an agreement entered into by 
General Urrea and himself. Colonel Holzlnger, a 
German, and an engineer in the Mexican service, to
gether with several other officers, then came into our 
lines to consummate the arrangement. The first 
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words Colonel Holzlnger uttered, after a very polite 
bow, were, ^Well, gentlemen, in eight days, liberty 

and home ! ' I heard this distinctly. The terms of 
the capitulation were then written in both the Eng
lish and Mexican languages, and read two or three 
times by officers Avho could speak and read both 
languages. The instruments which embodied the 
terms of capitulation as agreed on were then signed 
and interchanged in the most formal and solemn man
ner, and were in substance as follows: 

" 1 . That we should be received and treated as 
prisoners of war, according to the usages of the most 
civilized nations. 

" 2. Xhat private property should be respected and 
restored; that the side-arms of the officers should be 
given up. 

" 3. That the men should be sent to Copano, and 
thence to the United States in eight days, or so soon 
thereafter as vessels could be procured to take them. 

" 4. That the officers should be paroled, and return 
to the United States in like manner. 

" I assert most positively that this capitulation^ 
was entered into, without which a suiTender nevef 
would have been made." 

"Here let me remark that I have read GQ||era4^. 

UiTea's pamphlet. On this point, as weft 
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his denial of any capitulation, I never read a more 
\W.8imows, falsehood from the pen of any man who 
aspired to the rank of general."—lb. 

" On passing from one part of the wounded to an
other, I made it convenient to see Fannin, and stated 
to him how badly we were treated. 

" He immediately wrote to Gen. Urrea adverting to 
the terms of our capitulation. Urrea wrote to Por
tilla in answer: ' Treat the prisoners Avith considera
tion, and particularly their leader, Fannin.' " 

Gen. Urrea's pamphlet, referred to by Dr. Shackle
ford, contains the following extracts from his campaign 
diary: " All the assurance I could make him, Fannin, 
was, that I would interpose in his behalf with the 
general-in-chief, which I accordingly did, in a letter 
from Victoria. 

" After my ultimatum, the leaders of the enemy's 
forces conferred together, and the result of their de
liberations was to surrender upon the terms proposed. 
They at the same time gave orders to those under 
their command to come forth and pile their arms. 
Nine pieces of artillery, three standards, more than a 
thousand muskets, a quantity of pistols, rifles, and 
dirks, of superior quality, a number of wagons, and a 
considerable quantity of provisions, together with 
about/bi^r hundred prisoners, remained in the hands 
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of the army, among Avhom Avere ninty-seven avounded, 
Fannin and others of the leading men being among 
the numl)er. I gave orders that the AA'hole of them, 
Avitli their baggage, should march to Goliad, guarded 
by tAVO hundi'ed infantry, and that such of the Avound
ed as Avere unable to proceed should be conveyed in 
carts, Avagons, and other vehicles found in the enemy's 
camp. Twenty-seven of their dead, of the day pre
vious, were interred, together Avith eleven of our own. 
We had forty-nine soldiers wounded, and five officers, 
among whom was Captain Ballasteros, scA'crely." 

^^ March 21.—At daybreak I continued my march, 
and at seven o'clock took possession of Victoria. 

''''March 22.—I marched, wdth two hundred foot 
and fifty horse, to a mountain pass called Las Juntas. 

Here I met with four men from Ward's company, 
Avho were in search of provisions, and from them I 
learned that the Avhole band ivas in eimhush in ? 

neighboring wood. I immediately surrounded it, and 
sent in one of the prisoners to announce to his leader 
and companions, that unless they surrendered at dis
cretion they would be cut to pieces. Mr. Ward, 
knoAvn under the title of their colonel, desired to 
speak Avith me; and after a few minutes' conversa
tion, he with his troop of one hundred men surren
dered at discretion. 

^^ March 23.—In this place I receiA'ed adA'ice that 
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eiglity-tAvo of the enemy had surrendered in Copano, 
Avith all their arms, ammunition, and provisions." 

But Santa Anna's order to Urrea convicts him. 
I t is as foUoAvs: 

" To GENERAL URREA, Commander, etc.: 

[Official.] " In respect to the prisoners of whom 
you speak in your last communication, you must not 
fail to bear in mind the circular of the Supreme Gov
ernment, in which it is decreed, that foreigners invad
ing the republic, and taken with arms in their hands, 
shall be judged and treated as pirates; and as, in my 
view of the matter, every Mexican guilty of the crime 
of joining these adventurers loses the rights of a citi
zen by his unnatural conduct, the five Mexican pris
oners whom you have taken ought also to suffer as 
traitors." 

[Unofficial.] " In regard to foreigners who make 
war, and those unnatural Mexicans who have joined 
their cause, you will remark that what I have stated 
to you officially is in accordance Avith the former pro
visions of the Supreme Government. An example is 
necessary, iu order that those adventurers may be duly 
\varned, and the nation be delivered from the ills she 
is daily doomed to suffer. 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

' 'GENERAL QUARTKBB, BEXAR, March 3, 1836." 
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" To GENERAL UREEA, etc.: 

" Under date of the present, I have stated to the 
commandant of the post of Goliad, as follows: 

" By a communication made to me by Colonel D. F. 
Garay, of that place, I am informed that there have 
been sent to you by General Urrea, two hundred and 

thirty-fou/r prisoners, taken in the action of Fhi^inal 

del Per dido (Coleta), on the 19 th and 20th of the 
present month; and as the Supreme Government has 
ordered that all foreigners taken with arms in their 
hands, making war upon the nation, shall be treated 
as pirates, I have been surprised that the circular of 
the said Supreme Government has not been fully com
plied with in this particular. I therefore order that 

you should give immediate effect to tlie said ordinance 

in respect to all those foreigners- who have yielded to 
the force of arms, having had the audacity to come and 
insult the republic, to devastate with fire and sword, 
as has been the case in-Goliad, causing vast detriment 
to our citizens; in a word, shedding the precious 
blood of Mexican citizens, whose only crime has been 
their fidelity to their country. I trust that, in reply 

to this, you will inform me that public vengeance has 

been satisfied by the punishment of such detestable 
delinquents. I transcribe the. said decree of the Gov
ernment for your guidance, and that you may strictly 

fulfil the same, in the zealous hope that, for the future, 
10 
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the provisions of the Supreme Government may not, 
for a moment, be infringed. 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA AN^NA. 

" HEADQUARTERS, BEXAR, March 3,1836." 

If any other proof should be necessary to convict 
him, the reader is supplied with the following : 

" From the Commandant at Goliad to General TJrrea,. 

- " In compliance with the definitive orders of his 
excellency the general-in-chief, which I received direct, 
at four o'clock to-morrow morning the prisoners sent 
by you to this fortress will be shot. I have not ven
tured to execute the same sentence on those who sur
rendered to Colonel Vara, at Copano, being unac
quainted with the particular circumstances of their 
surrender; and I trust you will be pleased to take 
upon yourself to save my responsibility in this regard, 
by informing me what I am to do Avith them. 

" J. N. DE PORTILLA. 

" GOLIAD, Ma/rch 26,1836." 

Further from the Diary of General Urrea. 

^^ March 24-27.—These days were passed in neces
sary regulations, in refitting the troops, and in the 
care of the sick and wounded. On the 25th I sent 
Ward and his companions to Goliad. On the 27th, 
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between nine and ten o'clock in the morning, I received 
a communication from Lieutenant-Colonel Portilla, 
military commandant of Goliad, informing me that he 
had received an order from his excellency the com
mander-in-chief, to shoot all the prisoners there, and 
that he had resolved to comply with the same. The 
order in question was received by Portilla at seven 
o'clock on the evening of the 26th ; he communicated 
it to me the same date, but necessarily it only came to 
my knowledge after the execution had taken place. 
Every soldier in my division was confounded at the 
ncAvs; all was annazement and consternation. I was 
no less struck to the heart than my companions in 
arms, who stood there the Avitnesses of my sorrow; 
let one of those present at that painful moment deny 
the fact. More than a hundred and fifty of those 
who fortunately remained with me escaped this catas
trophe, consisting of those who had surrendered at 
Copano, together with the surgeons and young men 
whom I had placed to tend on the hospitals, whose 
services, as Avell as those of many of the prisoners, 
Avere very important to the army. 

" The melancholy event of which I here speak has 
caused a more than ordinary sensation, not only among 
my own countrymen, but among strangers the most dis
tant from us. Nor have those been wanting who would 
fix the fearful responsibility on me, although nothing 
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could be more clear and unequivocal than my conduct 

in reo-ard to this horrid transaction. 

" Nothing could be more painful to me than the 
idea of sacrificing so many gallant men, and particu
larly the amiable, spirited, and soldier-like Fannin. 
They certainly surrendered in the full confidence that 
Mexican generosity Avould not be sterile in their re
gard; they assuredly did so, or otherwise they would 
have I'csisted to the last, and sold their lives as dearly 
as possible." 

The conclusion is plain, Urrea tried to save his pris
oners, but Gen. Santa Anna refused, and ordered their 
execution—he alone is responsible for THE GOLIAD 

MASSACRE. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The Retreat of Gen. Houston from Gonzales to the Navidad; thence to 

the Colorado and the Brazos.—Santa Anna passes him.—The Twin 

Sisters.—The Panic.—Address of the Secretary of War.—Houston pur

sues Santa Anna.—The two encamp on the plains of San Jacinto. 

" T T T E will now turn from the sad and mournful 
* ^ details of the fate of the noble and gallant 

gentlemen Avho perished at Goliad, to the operations 
of General Houston and his army at Gonzales. On 
the 6th of March, the memorable date of the fall 
of the Alamo, he set out from San Felipe for Gon
zales, and arrived there just in time to hear its 
mothers, AvidoAvs, and orphans weeping and agonizing 
OA'er the loss of their sons, husbands, and fathers, who, 
after fighting like heroes against (verAvhelming num
bers, died as the bravest of the brave at the Thermo
pylae of Texas. As Capt. R. E. Handy Avrote to 
J. J. R. Pease : " For four-and-twenty hours after the 
ncAVS reached us, not a sound Avas heard, saA'e the 
Avild shrieks of women, and the heart-rending screams 
of their fatherless children. Little groups of men 
misrht be seen in- various corners of the town, brood-
ing OA'er the past, and speculating of the future; but 
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they scarcely spoke above a AA'hisper. The public 
and private grief were alike heaA^y. It sank deep 
into the heart of the rudest soldier." 

Gen. Houston at first did not believe the report, 
and Avrote to the chairman of the military committee 
on the 13th March: " I am using all my endeaA^ors to 
get a company to send in view of the Alamo ; and, if 
possible, arrive at the certainty of Avhat all believe— 
its fall. The scarcity of horses, and the repulse of a 
party of twenty-eight men, the other day, within 
eighteen miles of Bexar, will, I apprehend, prevent 
the expedition. 

" This moment. Deaf Smith and Henry Karnes have 
assured me that they will proceed in sight of Bexar; 
and return within three days. The persons, whose 
statement is enclosed for your information, are in 
custody; and I will detain them, for the present, as 
spies. 

" I beg leave to suggest the great importance of for
tifications on LiA^e-Oak Point and Copano, and the 
defence of Matagorda and Lavaca Bays. 

" You may rest assured that I shall adopt and pursue 
such course of conduct as the present emergencies of 
the country require, and as the means placed at my 
disposal may enable me to do, for the defence of the 
country and the protection of its inhabitants. 

" The projected expedition to Matamoras, under the 
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agency of the Council has already cost us over tAvo 
hundred and thirty-seven lives ; and where the effects 
are to end, none can foresee. Dr. Grant's party, 
as well as Colonel Johnson's, have been murdered. 
Major Morris, as reported, was struck down wdth a 
lance while gallantly fighting. Dr. Grant surren
dered, and was tied by the enemy. Be pleased to 
send all possible aids to the army; and keep an eye 
to the coast. 

" Intelligence from the seat of government, if favor
able, has a most happy effect upon the spirits of the 
men. Frequent expresses sent to me, may be highly 
beneficial to the army." 

" On the night of the same day, after burning Gon
zales to the ground, he retreated eastward, before the 
victorious Mexicans, attended by the panic-stricken 
inhabitants of Gonzales and the surrounding country." 

The following official letter explains the cause and 
gives an account of his situation : 

" CAMP AT NAVIDAD, J/arcA 15, 1886. 

" To JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, 

'•'^ Chairman of Military Committee. 

" SIR : Since I had the honor to address you from 
Gonzales, the lady of Lieutenant Dickinson, who fell 
at the Alamo, has arrived, and confirms the fall of 
that place, and the circumstances, pretty much as my 
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express detailed them. She returned in company 
Avith two negroes—one the servant of Colonel Travis, 
the other a servant of Colonel Almonte. They both 
corroborate the statement first made and forwarded 
to you. Other important intelligence arrived at 
Gonzales—that the army of Santa Anna had en
camped at the Cibolo on the night of the l l t h inst., 
after a march of twenty-four miles that day. The 
army AA'̂as to encamp on the 12th at Sandy, and pro
ceed direct to Gonzales. The number of the enemy 
could not be ascertained, but was represented as ex
ceeding two thousand infantry. Upon this statement 
of facts, I deemed it proper to fall back and take post 
on the Colorado, near Burnham's, which is fifteen 
miles distant from this point. My morning report, 
on my arrival in camp, showed three hundred and 
seventy four effective men, without two days' provis
ions, many without arms, and others without any 
ammunition. We could have met the enemy, and 
avenged some of our wrongs; but, detached as we 
Avere, Avithout supplies for the men in camp, of either 
provisions, ammunition, or artillery, and remote from 
succor, it Avould have been madness to hazard a con
test. I had been in camp two days only, and had 
succeeded in organizing the troops. But they had 
not been taught the first principles of the drill. If 
starved out, and the camp once broken up, there was 
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no hope for the future. By falling back, Texas can 
rally, and defeat any force that can come against her. 

" I received the intelligence of the enemy's advance 
betAveen eight and nine o'clock at night; and, before 
tweh'e, Ave Avere on the march in good order, leaving 
a number of spies, AA'ho remained and w êre reinforced 
next morning by a number of volunteers and brave 
spirits from Peach Creek. H. Karnes, R. E. Handy, 
and Captain ClienoAAdth, have been very active. Only 
about twenty persons deserted the camp (from the 
first sensation produced by the intelligence) up to 
this time. I intend desertion shall not be frequent; 
and I regret to say that I am compelled to regard as 
deserters all Avho have left camp Avithout leave ; to 
demand their apprehension; and that, AA ĥenever ar
rested, they be sent to me at head-quarters for trial. 
They haA-e disseminated throughout the frontier such 
exaggerated reports that they have produced dismay 
and consternation among the people to a most dis-
tressino; extent. 

'' I do not apprehend the immediate approach of the 
enemy upon the present settlements; I mean those on 
the Colorado, for the country west of it is an unin
habited Avaste. This season the grass refuses to groAV 
on the prairies. 

" When the approach of the enemy Avas known, there 
were but tAvo public Avagons and tAvo yoke of oxen in 

10* 
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camp, and the few horses we had w êre very poor. I 
hope to reach the Colorado on to-morroAV, and collect 
an army in a short time. I sent my aide-de-camp. 
Major William T. Austin, to Columbia this morning, 
for munitions and supplies, to be sent me immediately; 
and to order the troops now at Velasco to join me, 
provided they had not been previously ordered by 
you to fortify Copano and Dimit's Landing. I am 
fearful Goliad is besieged by the enemy. My order 
to Colonel Fannin, directing the place to be blown up, 
the cannon to be sunk in the river, and to fall back 
on Victoria, would reach him before the enemy could 
advance. That they have ad\'anced upon the place 
in strong force, I have no doubt; and Avhen I heard 
of the fall of the Alamo, and the number of the 
enemy, I knew it must be the case. 

" Our forces must not be shut up in forts, Avliere 
they can neither be supplied Avitli men nor proAdsions. 
Long aAA'are of this fact, I directed, on the 16th of 
January last, that the artillery should be removed, 
and the Alamo blown up ; but it was prevented by 
the expedition upon Matamoras, the author of all our 
misfortunes. 

" I hope that our cruisers on the gulf will be actiA'c, 

and that Hawkins and may meet the notice of 
the GoA'ernment. Let the men of Texas rally to the 
Colorado ! 
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" Enclosed you will receive the address of General 
Santa Anna, sent by a negro, to the citizens. It is in 
Almonte's handAvriting. Santa Anna was in Bexar 
Avhen the Alamo was taken. His force in all, in 
Texas, is, I think, only five or six thousand men— 
though some say thirty thousand ! This cannot be 
true. Encourage volunteers from the United States 
—but I am satisfied we can save the country. Had 
it not been for the Council, Ave would have had no 
reverses. We must have the friendship of the Co
manches and other Indians. 

" Gonzales is reduced to ashes ! 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commanding General.' 

From the Navidad he fell back to Burnham's, on 
the Colorado, and on the l7th of March WTote to Col
lingsworth : 

"To-day, at half-past four in the afternoon, I 
reached this point with about six hundred men, in-
cluding my rear-guard, which is a few miles behind 
with the families, which were not known to be on the 
route as the army marched, and for which the guard 
W'ere sent back. 

" It pains my heart that such consternation should 
have been spread by the deserters from camp. We 
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are here; and, if only three hundred men remain on 
this side of the Brazos, I will die Avith them, or con
quer our enemies. I would most respectfully suggest 
the assemblage of the troops at this point. It covers 
more of the country than any other known to me. 
When they are assembled, I Avill detach suitable num
bers to each point as I may deem best." 

On the 23d, says Yoakum, the government in
formed him that "orders were in execution for the 
mustering into service of two-thirds of the militia of 
the country. 'These,' said the Secretary of War, 
' AAdth the aid from the United States, will, if you 
can hold the enemy in check long enough for their 
concentration, present an insurmountable barrier to 
the progress of the enemy into the country.' ' One, 
great object should be,' observes the Secretary of War, 
in a letter of the same date, ' to hold him in check 
until reinforcements and supplies can reach you. 
Every means has been put into requisition for the 
purpose of forwarding on both.' " 

On the same day he wrote to the Secretary of War, 
unofficially: 

" DEAR COLONEL : To-day I had the pleasure to re-; 
ceive your tAvo letters by Mr. Walker. I thank you 
for them, and snatch a moment from the press of busi
ness to say a few things in compliance with your re
quest, as Avell as to gratify my personal feelings. I 
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have had no aid or assistance but my friend Hockley, 
who noAv fills your former station. By-the-by, I offer 
you my gratulations on your advancement. I trust 
you will find in me a AVorthy subaltern. You know 
I am not easily depressed, but, before my God, since 
we parted, I have found the darkest hours of my past 
life ! My excitement has been so great, that, for 
forty-eight hours, I have not eaten an ounce, nor have 
I slept. I Avas in constant apprehension of a rout; 
a constant panic existed in the lines: yet I managed 
so well, or such was my good luck, that not a gun 
was fired in or near the camp, or on the march (except 
to kill beef), from the Guadalupe to the Colorado. 
All would have been well, and all at peace on this 
side of the Colorado, if I could only have had a mo
ment to start an express in advance of the deserters; 
but they Avent first, and, being panic-struck, it Avas 
contagious, and all who saw them breathed the poison 
and fled. It Avas a poor compliment to me to suppose 
that I would not advise the Convention of any neces
sity which might arise for their removal. I sent 
AVord and advices, the first moment-of leisure, to the 
Convention; and all was calm in my communications 
to Mr. Collingsworth. I had to advise troops and 
persons of my falling back, and had to send one 
guard thirty miles for a poor blind widoAV (and six 
children), whose husband was killed in the Alamo. 



230 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

The families are now all on this side of the Guada
lupe. These things pained me infinitely, and, with 
the responsibility of my command, weighed upon me 
to an agonizing extent. 

" This moment an express has arrived, and states 
that Fannin took up his retreat on Saturday last 
(19th), and, a few miles from La Bahia, he was at
tacked by the Mexican army and surrounded about 
an hour and a half before sundown. The battle con
tinued in the night, and the result is not known. The 
express states that Colonel Ward's command had not 
returned. I am at a loss to knoAV hoAV matters stand. 
I will try and make a good report for the future. 
The Matamoras policy, I hope, is now run out; and the 
evils, growing out of the conduct of the Council, ended. 

" Changing this from a familiar to an official charac
ter, I must say that, if we are to meet an accession of 
force, which must be the case if Fannin is cut off, Ave 
must have the strength of the country. Arms and 
ammunition have just reached camp, and I hope what 
men we have will be well armed and supplied with 
fighting materials. 

" Two spies have been taken to-day, and they report 
the force of the enemy in this quarter less than I had 
before heard it. Let the Mexican force be what it 
may, if the country will turn out, we can beat them. 
The retreat of the government will have a bad effect 
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on the troops, and I am half-proA'oked at it myself. 
The Mexicans cannot fight us upon anything like fair 
terms. . . . I will get any adA'antage I can if I fight. 
If what I have heard from Fannin be true, I deplore 
it, and can only attribute the ill luck to his attempt
ing to retreat in daylight in the face of a superior 
force. He is an ill-fated man. 

"Do all you can. The troops are in fine spirits, 
but hoAv this news will affect them I know not. Our 
spies have taken two of the enemy to-day, but I have 
not yet had time to examine them. I will in a few 
moments. 

" 24^A.—I have examined the spies, and they repre
sent the enemy much weaker than all former reports. 
They say Sesma has not more than seven hundred 
men, and one says six hundred." 

Reinforcements came in very slowly, yet by the 
25th the Texan army had increased to seven hundred 
men, and General Houston was making preparations 
to attack the advancing enemy, when the sad news 
of the defeat and surrender of Fannin and his army 
at the Coleta, on the 20th, and the capitulation of 
Ward and King's commands on the 16th and 20tli 
of March, 1836, thrcAV a damper over the cause of 
Texan independence, his troops and himself, causing 
the retreat of the Texans from the Colorado to San 
Felipe, where they arrived on the 28 th. 

amu 
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The next day he wrote to the Secretary of War, 

Col. T. J. Rusk: 

" CAMP NEAR MILL CREEK, March 29, 1886. 

" SIR: On my arrival on the Brazos, had I consulted 
the Avishes of all, I should have been like the ass be
tween two stacks of hay. Many Avished me to go be-
loAV, others above. I consulted none. I held no 
councils of Avar. If I err, the blame is mine. I find 
Colonel Hockley, of my staff, a sage counsellor and 
true friend. My staff are all Avorthy, and merit well 
of me. 

" There was on yesterday, as I understood, much dis
content in the lines, because I would not fall down 
the river. If it should be wise for me to do so, I can 
cross over at any time, and fall down to greater ad
vantage and safety. I apprehend, in consequence of 
my falling back, that the enemy may change their 
route to^Matagorda. I ordered all the men residing 
on the coast, and those arriAdng from the United States 
at or south of Velasco, to remain and fortify at some 
safe point; and, on yesterday, I sent Colonel Harcourt, 
as principal engineer of the army, doAvn to the coast, 
to erect fortifications at the most eligible point of de
fence. I placed at his disposal the resources of the 
loAver country for its defence and protection. 

" I }H';y God that you Avould get aid, speedy aid, from 
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the United States; or, after all inducements, we must 
suffer. I hope to-day to receive ninety men from the 
Reddands. I cannot UOAV tell my force, but Avill soon 
be able. The enemy must be crippled by the fights 
they have had with our men. I have ordered D. C. Bar
rett and E. Gritton to be arrested and held subject to 
the future order of the government. I do think 
they ought to be detained and tried as traitors and 
spies. 

" For Heaven's sake, do not drop back again Avith 
the seat of government! Your removal to Harris
burg has done more to increase the panic in the coun
try than anything else that has occurred in Texas, 
except the fall of the Alamo. Send fifty agents, if 
need be, to the United States. Wharton Avrites me, 
from Nashville, that the ladies of that place haA'e 
fitted out, at their OAVU expense, no less than two 
hundred men. . . , 

" If matters press upon us, for God's sake let the 
troops land at Galveston bay, and by land reach the 
Brazos ! Let no troops march with baggage-Avagons, 
or Avagons of any kind. 

"Truly, etc., SAM HOUSTON." 

" To-day I send Captain Smith to you, agreeably to 

your order. Great prosperity to you and the coun

try, etc." 
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After Avriting this letter to the Secretary of War, 
on the same day he Avrote to his fiiend, AVilliam 
Chi'isty, a noble and valuable friend to Texas, the fol-
loAving patriotic appeal: 

" HEAD-QUARTERS, CAMP MILL CREEK, March 29,1836. 

" To WILLIAM CHRISTY, New Orleans. 

" DEAR SIR : I haA'e ordered Captain DaAdd N. Burke 
and Edward Conrad to New Orleans, to procure men 
for the army of Texas. The present is probably the 
most important moment we have to experience. We 
now stand before the world as a nation, and stand 
almost alone. But for the assistance upon which we 
confidently rely from our brethren in the United 
States, we shall not be enabled to maintain the posi
tion we have assumed. With equal confidence I look 
to you for the immediate use of all the influence in 
your power to sustain our cause. I look to you as 
the most efficient and zealous agent of our country. 
Do exert all the talent and means you can command, 
for now is the time of need. Captain Burke and Mr. 
Conrad will bear this letter to you, with my orders : 
be good enough to render them all the assistance in 
your power. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

" SAM HOUSTON." 
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The Government on the 22d of March, was moved, 
or rather moved from Washin2:ton on the Brazos to 
Harris! )urg. 

The effect of this mo\-e AA'as to increase the panic, 
and cause soldiers to leave the army for the protection 
of their families. Says Yoakum: 

" The voice of sorrow and despondency that came 
from the flying inhabitants touched the hearts of the 
small band who had ventured everything in this last 
effort for life and liberty. It did more—it prevented 
volunteers from coming from the east. The panic, as 
it travelled in that direction, had greatly increased. 
Citizens east of the Neches believed their danger more 
imminent than those west of the Trinity. Hence, 
able-bodied men were retained to defend families and 
neisrhborhoods. To add to the terror and distress, 
particularly in eastern Texas, there were some bad 
men who spread false alarms for the sake of plunder. 
I t was understood, and perhaps with some truth, that 
all Americans, whether combatants or not, were to be 
driven from the country." 

The gallant John W. Smith, who rode in and out 
of the Alamo while it was invested, wrote: " I 
find many Avagons and carts Avith lone families, and 
three or four men Avith them, and many of them 
single men. If possible, an arrangement should be 
made, and the Committees of Safety or some other 



2 3 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

authority should stop and compel to return- to the 
army all persons not having a passport." 

"The extent of alarm and confusion arising from 
the flight of the citizens Avas at this time most distress
ing. Samuel P. Carson, the Secretary of the NaAy, 
writing to President Burnet from Liberty, says: " I 
have issued orders to two different persons—one for 
Trinity and one for the Neches—to press boats, etc., 
to aid the people in crossing. The panic has reached 
this place, and the people are all leaving Trinity from 
the opposite (Avest) side, and preparations making by 
many on this. The river is rising rapidly, and I fear 
by to-night it will be impassable for any kind of car
riage. The ' slues' on this side are belly-deep. There 
must be three hundred families—I knoAv not the num
ber of wagons, carts, cari'iages, etc. Destruction per
vades the whole country. I must speak plainly—the 
relations existing between us, and the responsibility 
Avhich rests on us, make it my duty. Never till I 
reached Trinity have I desponded—I Avill not say, 
despevired. If Houston has retreated, or been Avhipped, 
nothing can save the people from themselves: their 
own conduct has brought this calamity on them ! If 
Houston retreats, the fl}dug people may be covered 
in their escape. He must be advised of the state of 
the waters, and the impossibility of the people cross-
ing." 
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" In 'fact, on CÂ ery road leading eastward in Texas, 
were found men, women, and children, moving 
through the country over swollen streams and muddy 
roads, strcAving the Avay with their property, crying 
for aid, and exposed to the fierce northers and rains of 
spring. The scene was distressing indeed; and, being 
witnessed by the small but faithful army of Texans, 
Avhose wives and families they Avere, thus exposed 
and suffering, nerA êd their arms and hearts for the 
contest then not distant." (Yoakum 2d, 118, 119.) 

On the 31st of March, Gen. Houston wrote to Col. 
Rusk, Secretary of War, from camp west of Brazos: 

" SIR : I have the honor to report to you my arrival 
at this point, with a A'iew to receiA'e reinforcements 
and supplies. I t is the best and nearest route to 
Harrisburg, or the Bay, at which I could have struck 
the Brazos, and it will prcA'ent the AA'hole country 
passing the Trinity. The force of the enemy has 
been greatly exaggerated, I have no doubt. But the 
deserters have spread universal alarm throughout the 
country. 

" I wish you to send flour, sugar, and coffee, on pack-

horses, to this point, as soon as possible. Don't send 

by wagons; and let the pack-horses be Avell hobbled 

at night. My horses and baggage-w^agons in camp 

give me all the care I have, except my general solici-
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tude. One of my spies has just returned from a 
scout, and reports that he went ten miles beyond St. 
Bernard, on the road to Beason's, and saw nothing 
of the enemy. Two others went on, and said they 
Avould see the enemy if they had to cross the Colo
rado. Mr. E. Smith (Deaf) is out, and, if living, I 
Avill hear the truth and all important news. 

" For Heaven's sake, do allay the fever and chill 
AA'hich prevails in the country, and let the people 
from the east march to the camp! Supplies are 
needed on the route from Nacogdoches to this point. 
The enemy Avould have been beaten at the Colorado. 
My intention was to have attacked him on the second 
night after the day on which the news of Fannin's de
struction Avas reported by Kerr—but for that ncAvs, 
and the march of strong reinforcements, probably 
arriving that night, to the enemy. Previous to 
that, the troops were in fine spirits, and keen for 
action. 

" The reinforcements promised to our army never 
arriving, has kept us in a mood not so enviable as 
could be wished for. Send daily expresses to me, 
and do let me know what to rely upon. I must let 
the camp know something, and I want everything 
promised to be realized by them. I hope I can keep 
them together; I haA'e, thus far, succeeded beyond 
my hopes. I will do the best I can; but, be assured. 
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the fame of Jackson could never compensate me for 
my anxiety and mental pain. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAJVI HOUSTON." 

" P.S.—I have somewhere between seven and eight 
hundred effective men. Two nights since, when it 
was reported that the enemy were on this side of the 
Colorado, the citizens of San Felipe reduced it to 
ashes. There was no order from me for it.* I am 
glad of it, should the enemy march there. Our 
troops have suffered from heavy rains and dreadful 
roads." 

General Houston has been severely censured for 
his retreat from the Colorado to the Brazos. Mr. 
Richardson, in his " History of Texas," says: 

" That an extensive and, in some instances, intense 
excitement had been produced by the fall of the Alamo 
and its sequents, is both natural and true. But it is 
equally true that many bi'ave men in the west, whose 
property and families were most exposed to the 
ravages of war, repaired with alacrity to the army, 
The panic and its effects have been exaggerated for 
selfish purposes. The army at Beason's receiA'ed daily 

* " I t h a s been said you ordered the burning of San Felipe. I have con

tradicted it. I would like to be fully satisfied on the subject."—David 

TJwmas, Acting Secretary of War, to General Houston, April 8, 1836. 
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accessions of men, AAdio came to fight the enemy, and 
preserve their family hearths from desecration. HOAV 

far the people of eastern Texas yielded to the panic 
Ave haA'e no reliable authority to assert. But Mr. 
Yoakum had a case to make out, and he found it ex
pedient to resort to quirks and quibbles. 

" Almost simultaneous with Houston's arrival at 
Beason's, the Mexican General Sesma, Avith a force 
variously estimated at 600 to 800 men (60 or 70 be
ing cavalry), and two field-pieces, took position on 
the right bank of the Colorado. On the 20th, Capt, 
Karnes crossed the river on a spying trip, Avith five men. 
He met twelve Mexicans, and dispersed them, killing 
one, and captmdng one and three horses. Another pas
sage of the river Avas made by 150 men, but resulted 
in nothing. The enemy had placed himself in a bend 
of the river, about midAvay betAveen the two fords— 
Beason's and Dewees'. From the Texan camp to De-
Avees', around the bend, was six to seven miles: on a 
straight line crossing the river, not more than two 
miles. To prevent Sesma's crossing at Dewees', Capt. 
Patton was detailed, with some fifty men, to that point; 
and soon afterwards. Col. Sherman was desjmtched, 
Avitli 100 men, to command that interesting position. 
Sherman's division Avas soon enlarged by volunteers 
from outside, to 350 or 400. Large additions were 
also made to the camp at head-quarters. There is no 
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one matter of fact connected with this campaign that 
has been more controverted and misstated than the 
number of men composing the army at the Colorado. 
We trust the subjoined statements, by gentlemen Avh-> 
were present, and of unimpeachable veracity, will put 
an end to the strife. They are excerpts from manu
scripts, which will be left at the office of TJie Gal

veston News for inspection. 

" Col. Ben. F. Smith, acting Quartermaster and 
Adjt.-General, says: 'The number of men mustered 
in the army under Gen. Houston, at the time of the 
retreat from the Colorado, mentioned above, was 
about 1,360; and the men, to a man, were ready and 
eager for battle.' This Avas sworn to. Ex-President 
Anson Jones, AA'ho was Avith the army, says: ' On the 
morning we retreated from the Colorado, Ave had, by 
the official report of the day, over 1,500 effectiA^e 
men (I think 1,570). I assisted CoL John A. Whar
ton, the Adjt.-General, in making up his report. On 
the same morning, there were at least 100 men in 
camp Avho had not enrolled themselves in any com
pany, but were ready and willing to fight. On the 
same morning, there were many on the way to join 
the army, enough to have increased the number to 
2,000 or more in ten days. On the same day we Avere 
opposed by General Sesma, with only 600 to 700 

men.' 
11 

imtum 
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"Major William I. E. Heard—his communication 
being signed by Eli Mercer—says: ' Our numerical 
force was from 1,500 to 1,600 men, the morning the 
army left the Colorado. I believe this because the 
issuing commissary told me that morning that there 
Avere 1,600 drew rations. The Mexican forces were 
reported by our spies to be between seven and eight 
hundred men, at the time our army left the Colorado. 
Our men were more anxious to engage the Mexicans 
than I ever saw one set of men to engage another, 
except at San Jacinto.' 

" CoL Amasa Turner, then commanding a company 
of regulars, Avho joined the army on the morning of 
the retreat, and Avho now lives on the La Vaca, says: 
' In relation to the number of men which composed 
the army at the time Gen. Houston left the Colorado, 
I am confident I am not mistaken. The morning re
port, including Sherman's command, was 1,464, rank 
and file. Roman's and Fisher's companies joined at 
the first camp (after the retreat), five miles from tho 
Colorado. These would swell the number to 1,568, 
at the five-mile camp.' We have a printed handbill, 
issued by Capt. John Sharp, and dated Brazoria, 
March 27, 1836, in which the folioAving occurs : ' Our 
army, now encamped at or near Beason's, on the Colo
rado, consists of 1,000 to 1,200 men, and reinforce
ments coming in hourly. They are all well armed, 
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with plenty of provisions, ammunition, etc., and are 
in good spirits. On my AA'ay do\Am, I met several 
small companies pushing on for our camp; and those 
that came from the eastward, report from 300 to 500 
men on their Avay from that quarter.' Capt. Sharp 
had been forty hours from the camp. 

" Gen. Houston, Avith at least 1,500 to 1,600 Texans, 
and as brave a band as ever drew a trigger, fled from 
the Colorado ! Peter Kerr, a worthy citizen, noAV 
residing in Burnet County, then a prisoner at the 
ranch of Martin de Leon, hearing of the defeat of Fan
nin, escaped from the enemy, and hastened to Hous
ton's camp Avitli the intelligence. He urged the com
mander-in-chief to attack Sesma forthAvith, assuring 
him that Sesma had but about 700 men at that time. 
But on the next day Houston—retreated ! ! He fell 
back about five miles, on the pretence of seeking fresh 
grass. In order to mystify the true cause of his falh 
ing back, AA'hich was the beginning of his retreat, he 
put Kerr in arrest, alleging that he Avas a spy. The 
veil was too transparent to deceive any but the Avil-
fully blind; but the pretext of seeking grass had a 
brief tranquillizing effect. 

" From the moment the retreat Avas plainly begun, 
the indignant army dissolved aAvay like the untimely 
snow of the hill-top before a vertical sun. The citizens 
of western Texas, Avhose families had been left at 
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home, in the hope that the enemy would be met and 
defeated, were compelled, by the first and holiest 
promptings of nature, to al^andon their dishonored 
flag draggling in the dust, and proA'ide for the immi
nently exposed ones of their OAVU households. 

" On the morning of the 27th the retreat Avas 
resumed, and on the 28th the army arrived at San 
Felipe on the Brazos; and the beautiful West was 
given up to the ravages of an enemy as barbarian as 
the hordes of Attila." 

The venerable editor of The Galveston News, be
sides this, made other strictures on Gen. Houston's 
errors during this camj^aign, in retaliation for which 
Gen. Houston said in the U. S. Senate : 

" The author of this Almanac, Willard Richard
son—I must immortalize him—if reports be true, and 
I have no reason to doubt them, had he been assigned 
to his proper place, would have been dignified by a 
penitentiary residence before this time, OAving to the 
peccadilloes with Avhich he was charged. Although they 
have been smothered and done away with, his char
acter is not vindicated to the world. He still goes on 
from sin to sin, from abuse to slander. Sir, I have no 
disposition to animadvert more: but could the char
acters of these individuals, and tlie motives vÂ hich 
prompted them, be known, it Avould not have been 
necessaiy for me to occupy the time of the Senate on 
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this occasion, or to giÂ e a thought to Avhat has trans
pired, in relation to the commandei-in-chief of the 
army of Texas. I find, hoAvever, that bitter, that un
dying hostility to him, that Avill not perish even Avith 
his life; and I have no doubt the A êry creatures that 
are hunting him now would hunt him, if they could, 
beyond the grave." 

Kennedy says: " The army under Houston, Avhich 
mustered about 1,300 men, impatient for action, occu
pied a position at Beason's Ferry, on the Colorado, 
until the 26th of March. Having learned that there 
AA'as a division of the enemy above and another below 
him, and that large reinforcements had joined them, 
Houston determined, on the 26th, to fall back upon 
the Brazos, apprehensive of being surrounded along 
Avith an array that Avas the main hope of Texas, being 
composed almost exclusiA^ely of the settlers themselves. 
Foreseeing that if the enemy should move to his rear, 
he would have to starve on the left bank of the Col
orado, leaving the country unprotected, or share the 
fate of Fannin in his attempt to cross the prairies, he 
ordered a retreat to San Felipe, which he reached 
Avithout molestation on the 27th. Leaving a detach
ment at San Felipe, and forAvarding another to Ford 
Bend (half-Avay between Colum])ia and San Felipe), 
he moA êd Avith the main body to Groce's Ferry. This 
Avas the best and easiest crossing-place on the Brazos, 
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and therefore the point most likely to be aimed at by 
the Mexicans. By securing the steamboat Yellow

stone, lying at this point, Houston obtained the means 
of transporting his troops to any part of the river 
Avhere the enemy should appear. 

" On the evening of the 29th, some scouts, detached 
by Captain Baker, who commanded at San Felipe, 
made an erroneous report of the appearance of the 
Mexicans within a fcAV miles of the toAvn. The in
habitants, after hastily removing a part of their pro
perty beyond the Brazos, set fire to the town and 
destroyed with it goods to the amount of several thou
sand dollars, which might have been saved, had not 
the scouts mistaken a drove of cattle for a squadron 
of cavalry. 

" General Santa Anna arrived at Gonzales on the 2d 
of April ; and, the river being swollen, it was neces
sary to pass it on a raft. Anxious to advance, he pro
ceeded on the 3d, Avith his staff and picket, to join 
General Sesma, on the Colorado, leaving to Filisola 
the charge of conducting the troops across the Guad
alupe. On the 5th, he arrived at Paso del Atascosito, 
and on the 6th marched Avith the diA'isions of Sesma 
and Tolsa to San Felipe, Avhich he reached on the 7th. 
General Woll Avas left at Atascosito, Avith a battalion 
and a picket of cavalry, for the purpose of construct
ing a raft to transport the artillery, Avagons, and am-
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munition, that were coming up Avith Filisola, across 
the Colorado. 

" The swell of the Brazos, and the opposition of the 
detachment under Captain Baker, prevented Santa 
Anna from crossing the river at San Felipe. On the 
9th of April, he took the choice companies and pro
ceeded down the river, to select a suitable crossing-
place. On the l l th , he arrived at the Old Fort, ami 
despatched orders to Sesma and Filisola to join him 
there. He was joined by the former on the 13th, and 
without waiting for additional reinforcments, crossed 
the riA'̂ er and marched to Harrisburg, which he 
reached in the afternoon of the '16th. Almoiite's 

Journal contains the following record of the march 
from San Felipe: 

" ' Saturday, ^th.—At 5 A.M. we left San Felipe Avith 
the choice companies of Guerreros, Metamoros, Mex
ico, and Toluca, and fifty cavalry of the regiment of 
Tampico and Dolores. At half-past twelve o'clock Ave 
arrived at the farm of Colls, and another a mile 
beyond—in all six and a half leagues. Three Amer
icans were seen who took the road to Marion, or Oro-
zimbo (Old Fort), and leading to Thompson's Ferry. 
We found at the farm a family from La Baca, Avho 
came by the way of the Brazos. Various articles were 
also found. The husband of the Avoman was a mulat
to, the w^oman white. We sent Wilson (the mulatto) 
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to reconnoitre at Marion, that is, at the ferry. He 
did not return. It rained some in the night, and the 
Avind changed to the north. 

" ' Sunday, 10th.—We remained at Coil's farm, 
^vaiting for our scout. The farm is on the left bank 
of the river San Bernardo. At a house seven leasrues 
from the farm, on the road leading to the Colorado, 
there Avere 500 fanegas of corn and twenty barrels of 
sugar. In the afternoon the scout returned, and con
firmed the accounts we had received of the position of 
the enemy. At a quarter before four o'clock, P.M., 
we took up our march for Marion, or Old Fort, on the 
road from Brazoria. At half-past five o'clock we 
made a short halt at the farm of the Widow Powell, 
or rather at a stream called Guajolota; from thence 
leaving the road from Brazoria on our right, we took 
the left, following the wagon tracks to Marion. We 
marched until half-past nine at night, and made 
another short halt. Night dark. At two in the 
morning AVC commenced the march on foot, from the 
President doAvn to the soldier, leaving the baggage 
and cavalry, for the purpose of surpiising the enemy, 
Avho defended the crossing place, before daylight. 
We did not succeed, as we found the distance double 
AA'hat Ave supposed it to be. Day broke upon us at a 
quarter of a league from the ferry and frustrated our 
plan. We then placed the men in ambush. The 
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stream of Guajolota is seven and a half leagues from 
Marion, road level, Avith some miry places. 

••' Afonday, llth.—Still in ambush. A negro passed 
at a short distance and Avas taken. He conducted us 
to the place he had crossed at, and having obtained a 
canoe we crossed without being j)erceived, a little be
low the principal crossing place. In the meantime 
the cavalry arri\'ed at Marion and took possession of 
the houses. The enemy retired on the other side, and 
kept up a fi^re for a long time, until the Cazadores 
under command of Bringas.crossed at the lower ford, 
and, ascending the idA êr, Avere about to take them in 
the rear, ^vhen they abandoned Marion, and Ave re
mained in possession of the ferry, one canoe, and a 
flat-boat. A courier was despatched to General 
Sesma, Avith orders that he should come up with the 
whole division. The Cazadores slept on the other 
side of the river. Rain during the night. 

" ' Tuesday, 12th.—Day clear and fine. Was occu
pied in procuring the canoes and going up in the flat-
boat to Thompson's Ferry. A Mexican and a Prus
sian came in. The Mexican is the son of Delgardo. 
In the afternoon the boat Avas injured. A courier 
came in from Guadalupe and from General Sesma. 
Wrote to Urrea at Matao-orda. 
• « i Wednesday, IStJi.—The boat Avas repaired. The 

division of General Sesma arrived. Many articles 
11* 
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AA'-ere found. General Urrea and F. V. Fernandez 
were Avritten to. Despatches arrived from Urrea and 
Filisola. 

^^^ Thursday, lUh.—We crossed the rlA êr early, 
Avith our beds only and provisions for the road. At 
three in the afternoon we started from Thompson's 
Ferry. 

" ' Friday, iQth.—At Harrisburg. [In penciL] 
" '• Saturdtty, IQth.—At Lynchburg.' [In penciL] " 
But to return to the Texan CAMP AVEST OF BKAZOS. 

On the 3d of April Gen. Houston Avrote to CoL 
Rusk: 

" I arrived at this place the 1st inst., and pitched 
my encampment in a secure position, in hopes that I 
should receive supplies, and more so, that I would be 
enabled to meet the enemy at any time, and under 
any circumstances Avhich propriety might dictate. 
Since my location rains have fallen; and it is possi
ble the water may iuA âde my encampment, and com
pel me to remove, either l>ack to the prairie, or to 
pass over the river to the east side. If I do pass, it 
will only be to make my camp on a healthy site, 
secure from Avater, and to defend our horses from the 
'enemy; for I find that no care Avhatever Avill be 
taken of horses, and if they fall into the enemy's 
hands it would add to his facilities. 

"My spies return and report the enemy only 
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about 1,000 strong on the Colorado, Avithout pickets, 
and only a small camp-ground. My opinion is, tha.t 
a detachment I sent to reconnoitre the enemy Avill 
attack him to-night. The detachment was tAventy in 
number, under the command of Major Patton, my 
aide-de-camp. They are among the best hearts of the 
army. 

" If I should pass the river, my design Avill be, should 
I quit a position opposite to this point, to drop doAvn 
opposite Fort Bend, or some point below. The enemy 
would not have it in their power to pass the river for 
at least a month to come; and we could only cross 
Avith the aid of a steamboat, which I have pressed, 
and Avill retain till I can dispense Avith it. 

" If I should pass the river, I Avill leaA ê my most 
effective cavalry on this side. I sent you, in charge 
of Mr. Este, two prisoners, Peter Kerr, and Beregardo, 
a Mexican. I have nothing pointed against them; 
but suspicion has fallen upon them, and they are to 
be secured. You may rest easy at Harrisburg ; the 
enemy AAIII never cross the Brazos, and I hope the 
panic will soon subside. People are planting corn on 
the east side of this river. 

" Mr. Zavala has arrived and reported for duty. I 
am glad of it. He informed me that I should haA'e 
the pleasure of seeing you ; and indeed it would give 
me pleasure to do so. I have ordered the troops 
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below to occupy some defensible positions beloAV on 
the river, or coast, and check the enemy. Rumors 
from the Mexican interior of wars, or difficulty in 
passing the Colorado, have caused them to delay; 
and at this time it is almost impossible for them to 
pass the prairies, OAving to the rains that have fallen 
since we passed—then it was only possible for us to 
pass Avith our wagons. If they come, their artil
lery must comef. They must raft it over the Colorado, 
AA'hich is very high, as I am informed. I t must be out 
of its banks. 

" I have looked for an express from you for several 
days. Eighty Redlanders have arrived, and are on 
the opposite bank. The arrival of others is daily ex
pected. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON." 

The last letter of Gen. Houston to Col. Thomas J. 
Rusk, Secretary of War, gives an account of ncAVS 
from Goliad, etc., it is as follows: 

" HEAD-QUARTERS, CAMP WEST OF BRAZOS, April 4,1836. 

" SIR : I have the honor to inform you that, by an 
express which reached me last night, I received intel
ligence that Colonel Fannin and his command had 
been attacked by a large body of Mexican cavalry 
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and infantry, in the prairie, about eight miles east of 
San Antonio River, on his march from La Bahia to 
Victoria. The enemy Avere seA'eral times repulsed; 
the battle lasting until far in the night. On the 
next morning the enemy fired several cannon-shots 
and hoisted a flag of truce, which Avas met by a cor
responding signal from Colonel Fannin. The com
manders met, and stipulated that the Americans, on 
condition of a surrender, should be treated as pris
oners of war, and in eight days sent to New Orleans 
on parole. On the eighth day the prisoners were 
marched out under a guard (after having been kept 
in close confinement), a file of soldiers on each side of 
the prisoners. The guard then doubled files on the 
right of the prisoners, killing all but one, A\'ho made 
his escape. The enemy are said to have lost 1,000 

men in the action 
" Will not our friends rush to the conflict, and at 

once avenge the wrongs which have been inflicted on 
our dauntless comrades ? The day of just retribu
tion ought not to be deferred. Send expresses to the 
coast and to the United States. The army is just 
organizing, and Avill soon be prepared. The last ad
vices report that the enemy cannot cross the Colo
rado—except a part of it—on account of high waters. 
Their delay is said, by others, to be owing to some 
difficulties in the interior, and a want of supplies. 
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" San Felipe was reduced to ashes, but not by my 
order. 

" I have the honor, etc., 

"SAM HOUSTON." 

"P.S.—It was reported in camp that you were com
ing to the army. As it is so reported, you had best 
come if possible. It will inspirit the troops. No ex
press has reached me for some fiA^e days from Harris
burg. The army is in good spirits." 

The Secretary of War, Col. Thos. J. Rusk, arrived 
in camp on the night of the 4th. He was from Geor
gia, and had settled in Nacogdoches before the war 
commenced: was a laAvyer, of fine personal appear
ance, most agreeable manners, and solid sense, made a 
good speech, and told a funny story AAdth splendid 
effect. He subsequently became commander-in-chief 
of the Texan army, and served many years as senator 
from Texas in the U. S. Congress. His arrival in 
camp no doubt did much good, for things looked 

gloomy. The Mexicans had already killed in battle 
or butchered, Avithin less than one month, more Texans 
than noAV constituted their army under Gen. Houston. 

Another battle might end as disastrous and bloody as 
the first, yet, after resting a few days and recuperating 
their physical abilities, hope revived their drooping 
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spirits, and on the 7th of April their general issued 
the following order: 

" HEAD-QUARTERS OP THE ARivnr, 

" CAMP WEST OP BRAZOS, April 7, 1836. 

" Army Orders.—The advance of the enemy is at 
San Felipe. The moment for which we have Avaited 
Avith anxiety and interest is fast approaching. The 
victims of the Alamo, and the manes of those who 
Avere murdered at Goliad, call for cool, deliberate ven
geance. Strict discipline, order and subordination AA'III 

insure us the victory. 
"The army wdll be in readiness for action at a 

moment's warning. The field officers have the imme
diate execution of this order in charge for their respect
ive commands. 

" SAM HOUSTON, 

Commander-in- Chief" 

"GEO. W . HOCKLEY, Inspector-General." 

The enemy left San Felipe Avithout giving him 
battle, and on the 12th of April, the acting Secretary 
of War wrote to Gen. Houston from Harrisburg: 

" There are a number of families here, and in the 
neighborhood, Avho came here under the belief that 
they Avould be safe, AA'ho are now exposed to the 
attack of the enemy 

" You ha\'e assured the government that the enemy 
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should never cross the Brazos: they have relied 
on your assurance, but they find your pledges not veri
fied, and numberless families exposed to the ravages 
of the enemy. 

"The country expects something from you; the 
government looks to you for action. 

" The time has noAV arrived to determine whether 
we are to give up the countr}^, and make the best of 
our Avay out of it, or to meet the enemy and make at 
least one struggle for our boasted independence." 

On the 13th of April Gen. Houston answered the 
Secretary of War, stating : 

" At Gonzales I had 374 efficient men, without sup
plies, even powder, balls, or arms. At the Colorado, 
Avith 700 men, Â  ithout discipline or time to organize 
the array. TAVO days since, ray effective force in camp 
Avas 530 raen (aggregate) 

" I had reason to expect the attack Avould be made, 
and an effort made to cross the river at San Felipe, or 
at the point at Avhich I Avas, as the prairie, at the lat
ter point, approached nearer to the river, and the bot
tom Avas better than at any other point on the river. 
The cannonade Avas kept up at San Felipe until yester-
da}^ morning; and as the river was very high, and it 
was reported to me that the enemy were preparing 
rafts at that point, I had every reason to suppose that 
they intended to cross there, if possible. 
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" On the previous night, in consultation with the 
Secretary of War, Ave concluded to pass the rlA êr to 
this side. At ten o'clock, A.M., yesterday, I commenced 
crossing the river, and from that time till the present 
(noon) the steamboat and yawl (having no ferry-boat) 
have been engaged. We have eight or ten wagons, 
ox teams, and about tAVO hundred horses, belonging to 
the army ; and these have to pass on board the steam
boat, besides the troops, baggage, etc. This requires 
time ; but I hope in one hour to be enabled to be in 
preparation. I had sent an express evening before 
last to all the troops of Washington aud above this 
point to meet me here by a rapid march. On yester
day morning I ordered all the command below to unite 
with the main body, so as to act promptly and effi
ciently when most necessary. I t was impossible to 
guard all river passes for one hundred miles, and at 
once concentrate the force so as to guard any one point 
effectually, unless AA'here the main body might be 
stationed. An invading army marches Avith every
thing necessary to conquest. I would at once have 
fallen back on Harrisburg, but a Avish to allay the 
panic that prevailed, induced me to stop at the Brazos, 
contrary to my views of military operations. I had 
assurances of reinforcements by remaining on the 
Brazos 

" When I assured the department that the enemy 
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should not pass the Brazos, I did not intend to convey 
the idea that either the army or myself possessed 
poAvers of ubiquity; but that they should not pass 
through my encampment 

" I beg leave to assure you that I Avill omit no 
opportunity to serve the country, and to serve it for 
the love of it, without ambition, or ulterior vicAvs into 
Avhicli selfishness can enter. I have, under the most 
disadvantageous circumstances, kept an army together, 
and Avhere there has not been even murmuring or 
insubordination; but I cannot perform impossibil
ities. These remarks are not in anger, nor are 
they intended to be in the least personal to you, 
but arise out of the pressure of difficulties which 
you cannot appreciate, because they are unexplained 
to you." 

Having crossed the Brazos and having received the 
famous twi7i sisters, two six-pounders, the generous 
donation of the good people of Cincinnati, after con
centrating his forces. Gen. Houston resolves to pur
sue the enemy and give them battle. 

After a very unpleasant march over very bad roads, 
which required many times the unloading of the 
Avagons at boggy places, so that they could cross over 
empty, and then reloading, the Texan army arrived at 
Harrisburg on the 18th, when the notable spy Deaf 
Smith, Karnes, and others were sent out. 
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Smith * returned Avith two captive Mexicans from 
whom information Avas gained of the number and 
Avhereabouts of Santa Anna, and his army, Avhich 
numbered between 700 and 800 men and AA'as sep
arated from the divisions of Gaona, Sesma, and 
Filisola. 

Upon receiving this information General Houston 
crossed his army over Buffalo Bayou on the 19th, and 
threw himself in the Avay of Santa Anna. On the 
same day. Colonel Rusk issued the folloAving address : 
to Avhich General Houston added the subjoined : 

" WAR DEPARTMENT, HEAD-QUARTERS OP THE ARMY, 

" HARRISBURG, April 19, 1836. 

" To THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS—Fellow Citizens : Let 
me make one more appeal to you to turn out, and 
rally to the standard of your country. The army 

* Deaf Smith was a member of that distinguished family as the following 

story taken from Yoakum w'Hl show: " It is given as related by the gen

eral himself. Smith came in, greatly fatigued, and somewhat exasperated. 

He repaired to the general's quarters, and said he wished to have a little 

talk with him. Said he : ' General, you are very kind to these Mexicans ; 

I like kindness, but you are too kind—you won't allow me to kill any of 

them ! If a man meets two of the enemy, and is not allowed to kill either, 

by the time he takes one and ties him, the other gets o£E so far that it is 

very fatiguing on a horse to catch him ; and I wish you would let me man

age things in my own way.' Houston told him not to be cruel, but that he 

must be his own judge of the necessity of securing such of the enemy aa 

might be taken by him. Smith nodded his head—for he was a man of few 

words—and retired." 



260 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

reached here yesterday late in the day. Our scouts 
arrested three of the Mexicans—one captain, one a 
correo [express rider], direct from Mexico, and another, 
a servant. From the prisoners we learn many interesting 
facts. Santa Anna himself is just below us, and Avithin 
the sound of the drum—has, Ave understand, only 
500 men. We are parading our forces for the 
purpose of marching upon him. He has a reinforce
ment of about 1,000 men upon the Brazos, about 
forty miles from here. A few hours more Avill 
decide the fate of our army : and Avhat an astonishing 
fact it is, that, at the very moment Avhen the fate of 
your wives, your children, your homes, your country, 
and all that is dear to a freeman, are suspended upon 
the issue of one battle, not one-fourth of the people 
[men] of Texas are in the army ! Are you Amer
icans ? are you freemen ? If you are, prove your blood 
and birth by rallying at once to your country's stand
ard ! Your general is at the head of a brave and 
chivalrous band, and throws himself, sword in hand, 
into the breach, to save his country, and A'indicate her 
rights. Enthusiasm prevails in the army ; but I look 
around and see that many, very many, whom I antici
pated would l)e first in the field, are not here. 

" Rise up at once, concentrate, and march to the 
field !-a vigorous effort, and the country is safe! 
A different course disgraces and ruins you; and what 
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is life worth with the loss of liberty ? May I never 
survive i t ! 

" Your fellow-citizen, 

"THOMAS J. RUSK, 

" Secreteiry of War." 

''AprU 19, 1836. 

" We view ourselves on the eve of battle. We are 
nerved for the contest, and must conquer or perish. 
I t is vain to look for present aid: none is at hand. 
We must now act or abandon all hope ! Rally to the 
standard, and be no longer the scoff of mercenary 
tongues ! Be men, be freemen, that your children 
may bless their fathers' names ! 

" Colonel Rusk is with me, and I am rejoiced at it. 
The country will be the gainer, and myself the bene
ficiary. Liberty and our country ! 

" SAM HOUSTON, 

" Cornmander-in- Chief." 

On the 20th, the Texan army, marching down the 
bayou, met the Mexican army marching up, opposite 
Lynch's Ferry, just below the junction of the San 

Jacinto River Avith Buffalo Bayou, Avhen, after slight 
skirmishing with little loss on either side, Ijoth armies 
encamped on the plains about three-fourths of a mile 
apart and reposed for the night. 

The long wished for moment is at hand ! There is 

r: r. 
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the army of Santa Anna, the captor of the Alamo ! 
There stand those Mexicans Avho stormed the Ther
mopylae of Texas, and put to death Travis, BoAvie, 
Ci'' )ckett, Bonham, and their immortal comrades ! 

There stand the murderers of the brave but un
fortunate Red Rovers, the Du\'al Rifles, and the 
Georgia Battalion, who left all the comforts of home, 
the sweet society of dear friends, and from the lap of 
luxury and security leaped into the foremost ranks of 
a people struggling for liberty ! 

Why do the Texans hesitate ? Why not sound the 
charge, and avenge the sacrifice of their dear com
rades ? 

Providence orders the murderers' sleep, and their 
last night to be like Richard's, who said, in the lan
guage of the poet: 

" Oh, I have passed a miserable night. 

So full of fearful dreams, of ugly sights, 

That, as I am a Chi'istian, faithful man, 

I would not spend another such a night. 

Though 'twere to buy a world of happy days." 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Battle of San Jacinto—The ]\Iexican Array entirely defeated.—Santa 

Anna captured.—J. A. Sylvester, Milt Swisher, and Santa Anna.—The 

Armistice.—Texas Cabinet come to San Jacinto.—Division of the Cab

inet as to treating with Santa Anna.—Lamar's letter to the Cabinet.— 

The Treaties of Velasco. 

n p H E 21st of April, 1836, was a clear and beautiful 
- ^ day. Neither the sun of Bannockburn nor Aus-

terlitz shone more lovely or more brilliantly. 

The Texans seemed loath to commence the battle, 
while the Mexicans, although they received some rein
forcements under General Cos, amounting to 520 men, 
appeared to be fearful and apprehensiA'e of the coming 
strife, for they threw up breastworks and fortified 
their camp. 

The evening sun Avas declining, when, after a coun
cil of war at three o'clock in the afternoon, the iovful 
order was given: Prepare for battle ! 

All Avere eager for the fray, and to the tune of 
" Will you come to my bower f " they charged forth to 
victory and renown. But as the reports of Gens. 
Houston and Rusk are very interesting, they are here 
inserted: 
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"HEAD-QUARTERS OP THE ARMY, SAN JACINTO, 

''April 25th, 1836. 

" To DAVID G. BURNET, President of the Republic of Texas. 

" SIR : I regret extremely that my situation, since 
the battle of the 21st, has been such as to prevent 
my rendering you my official report of the same pre-
Adous to this time. 

" I haÂ e the honor to inform you that, on the even
ing of the 18th insti, after a forced march of fifty-five 
miles, which was effected in two days and a half, the 
army arrived opposite Harrisburg. That evening a 
courier of the enemy Avas taken, from which I learned 
that General Santa Anna, with one division of his 
choice troops, had marched in the direction of Lynch's 
Ferry, on the San Jacinto, burning Harrisburg as he 
passed down. 

" The army was ordered to be in readiness to march 
early on the next morning. The main body effected 
a crossing over Buffalo Bayou, below Harrisburg, on 
the morning of the 19th, having left the baggage, the 
sick, and a sufficient camp-guard, in the rear. We 
continued to march throughout the night, making but 
one halt in the prairie for a short time, and Avithout 
refreshraents. At daylight Ave resumed the line of 
march, and in a short distance our scouts encountered 
those of the enemy, and we received information that 
General Santa Anna was at New Washington, and 
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would that day take up the line of march for Ana
huac, crossing at Lynch's Ferry. The Texan army 
halted Avithin half a mile of the ferry, in some timl^er, 
and Avere engaged in slaughtering beeA'es AA'hen the 
army of Santa Anna Avas discoA'ered to be approach
ing in battle array, having been encamped at Clopper's 
Point, eight miles beloAV. Disposition Avas immedi
ately made of our forces, and preparation for his re
ception. He took a position with his infantry and 
artillery in the centre, occupying an island of timber, 
his cavalry coA'ering the left flank. The artillery, 
consisting of one double-fortified medium brass twelA'c-
pounder, then opened on our encampment. The in
fantry, in column, adA^anced Avith the design of charg
ing our lines, but Avere repulsed by a discharge of 
grape and canister from our artillery, consisting of 
tAVO six-pounders. The enemy had occupied a piece 
of timber Avithin rifle-shot of the left Aviiig of our 
army, from which an occasional interchange of small-
arms took place between the troops, until the enemy 
AvithdrcAv to a position on the bank of the San Jacinto, 
about three-quarters of a mile from our encampment, 
and commenced fortification. 

" A short time before sunset, our mounted men, 
about eighty-five in number, under the special com
mand of Colonel Sherman, marched out for the pur
pose of reconnoitring the enemy. While advancing, 

12 
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they received a volley from the • left of the enemy's 
infantiy, and, after a sharp rencounter with their cav
alry, in which ours acted extremely well, and per
formed some feats of daring chivalry, they retired in 
good order, having had two men severely wounded, and 
several horses killed. In the meantime, the infantry 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Millard, 
and Colonel Burleson's regiment, with the artillery, 
had marched out for the purpose of covering the re
treat of the cavalry, if necessary. All then fell back 
in good order to our encampment about sunset, and 
remained without ostensible action until the 21st, at 
half-past three o'clock, taking the first refreshment 
which they had enjoyed for two days. The enemy 
in the meantime extended the right flank of their 
infantry, so as to occupy the extreme point of a 
skirt of timber on the bank of the San Jacinto, and 
secured their left by a fortification about five feet 
high, constructed of packs and baggage, leaving an 
opening in the centre of the breastwork,- in which 
their artillery was placed, their cavalry upon their 
left wing. 

"About nine o'clock on the morning of the 21st, the 
enemy were reinforced by 500 choice troops, under 
the command of General Cos, increasing their effective 
force to upward of 1,500 men, while our aggregate 
force for the field numbered 783. At half-past three 
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o'clock in the evening, I ordered the officers of the 
Texan army to parade their respectiA'e commands, 
haA'ing in the meantime ordered the bridge on the 
only road communicating Avith the Brazos, distant 
ei^lit miles from our encampment, to be destroyed— 
thus cutting off all possibility of escape. Our troops 
paraded Avith alacrity and sj^irit, and Avere anxious 
for the contest. Their conscious disparity in numbers 
seemed only to increase their enthusiasm and confi
dence, and heightened their anxiety for the conflict. 
Our situation afforded me an opportunity of making 
the arrangements preparatory to the attack Avithout 
exposing our designs to the enemy. T\\Q first regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Burleson, Avas assigned to the 
centre. The second regiment, under the command of 
Colonel Sherman, formed the left wing of the army. 
The artillery, under the special command of Colonel 
George W. Hockley, inspector^general, Avas placed on 
the right of the first regiment; and four companies of 
infantry, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Henry Millard, sustained the artillery upon the right. 
Our cavalry, sixty-one in number, commanded by 
Colonel Mirabeau B. Lamar (Avhose gallant and dar
ing conduct on the previous day had attracted the 
admiration of his comrades, aud called him to that 
station), placed on our extreme right, complet.^1 our 
line. Our cavalry Avas first despatched to the front 
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of the enemy's left, for the purposes of attracting 
their notice, Avhile an extensiA'e island of timber 
afforded us an opportunity of concentrating our 
forces, and deploying from that point, agreeably to 
the prcA'ious design of the troops. Every evolution 
Avas performed Avitli alacrity, the Avhole advancing 
rapidly in line, through an open prairie, Avithout any 
protection Avhatever for our men. The artillery ad
vanced and took station within two hundred yards of 
the enemy's breastwork, and commenced an effective 
fire with grape and canister. 

" Colonel Sherman, Avith his regiment, having com
menced the action upon our left wing, the Avhole line, 
at the centre and on the right, advancing in double-
quick time, raised the war-cry, '•'• Bemendjer the 

Alamo !" received the enemy's fire, and adA^anced 
within point-blank shot, before a piece Avas discharged 
from our lines. Our line advanced without a halt, 
until they Avere in possession of the woodland and 
the enemy's breastwork—the right Aving of Burleson's 
and the left of Millard's taking possession of the 
breastwork; our artillery having gallantly charged 
up within seventy yards of the enemy's cannon, when 
it AA'as taken by our troojjs. 

" The conflict lasted about eiirhteen minutes from the 
time of close action until Ave Avere in possession of the 
enemy's encampment, taking one piece of cannon 
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(loaded), four stand of colors, all their camp-equipage, 
stores, and ])aggage. Our cavalry had charged and 
routed that of the enemy upon the right, and giA'en 
pursuit to the fugitives, which did not cease until 
they arrived at the bridge which I have mentioned 
before—Captain Karnes, always among the foremost 
in danger, comraanding the pursuers. The conflict in 
the breastwork lasted but a few moments; many of 
the troops encountered hand to hand, and, not having 
the advantage of bayonets on our side, our riflemen 
used their pieces as war-clubs, breaking many of them 
off at the breech. The rout commenced at half-past 
four, and the pursuit by the main army continued 
until tAvilight. A guard was then left in charge of 
the enemy's encampment, and our army returned with 
their killed and wounded. In the battle, our loss was 
tAVO killed and tAventy-three wounded, six of them 
mortally. The enemy's loss was six hundred and 
thirty killed, among whom was one general officer, 
four colonels, two lieutenant-colonels, five captains, 
tAveh'C lieutenants; wounded two hundred and eight, 
of AA'hich Avere fiA^e colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, 
tAVO second lieutenant-colonels, seven captains, one 
cadet; prisoners seven hundred and thirty—Presi
dent-General Santa Anna, General Cos, four colonels, 
aides to General Santa Anna, and the colonel of the 
Guerrero battalion, are included in the number. 
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General Santa Anna was not taken until the 22d, 
jand General Cos yesterday, very fcAV having escaped. 
About six hundred muskets, three hundred sabres, 
and two hundred pistols, have been collected since 
the action. Several hundred mules and horses were 
taken, and nearly twelve thousand dollars in specie. 

" For several days previous to the action, our troops 
were engaged in forced marches, exposed to excessive 
rains, and the additional inconvenience of extremely 
bad roads, badly supplied with rations and clothing; 
yet, amid every difficulty, they bore up with cheerful
ness and fortitude, and performed their marches with 
spirit and alacrity—there was no murmuring. 

" Previous to and during the action, my staff evinced 
every disposition to be useful, and were actively en
gaged in their duties. In the conflict I am assured 
that they demeaned themselves in such a manner as 
proved them worthy members of the army of San 
Jacinto. Colonel T. J. Rusk, Secretary of War, was 
on the field. For weeks his services had been highly 
beneficial to the army. In the battle, he was on the 
left wing, where Colonel Sherman's command first 
encountered and drove in the enemy : he bore himself 
gallantly, and continued his efforts and activity, re
maining with the pursuers until resistance ceased. 

" I have the honor of transmitting herewith a list of 
all the officers and men who were engaged in the 
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action, which I respectfully request maybe published, 
as an act of justice to the individuals. For the com
manding general to attempt discrimination as to the 
conduct of those who commanded in the action, or 
those who were commanded, would be impossible. 
Our success in the action is conclusive proof of their 
daring intrepidity and courage ; every officer and man 
proved himself worthy of the cause in which he 
battled, while the triumph received a lustre from the 
humanity which characterized their conduct after 
victory, and richly entitles them to the admiration 
and gratitude of their general. Nor should we with
hold the tribute of our grateful thanks from that 
Being Avho rules the destinies of nations, and has, in 
the time of greatest need, enabled us to arrest a 
powerful invader while devastating our country. 

" I have the honor, etc., 
"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in-Chief." 

Beport of THOMAS J. RUSK, Secretary of War. 
''"WAR DEPARTMENT, HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OP TEXAS, 

" SAN JACINTO RIVER, AprU 22, 1836. 

** To His Excellency DAVID G. BURNET, President of Texas. 

" SIR : 1 have the honor to communicate to your ex

cellency a brief account of a general engagement with 

the army of Santa Anna, at this place on the 21st 

instant. 

'&-
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" Our army, under the command of General Houston, 
arrived here on the 20th instant. The enemy, a fcAV 
miles off at New Washington, apprised of our arrival, 
committed some depredations upon private property, 
and commenced their line of march to this point. 
They Avere unconscious of our approach until our 
standard Avas planted on the banks of the San Jacinto. 
Our position Avas a favorable one for battle. On the 
noon of the 20th, the appearance of our foe was hailed 
by our soldiers Avith enthusiasm. The enemy marched 
in good order, took a position in front of our encamp
ment, on an eminence, within cannon-shot, Avhere they 
planted their only piece of artillery, a brass nine-
pounder ; and then arrayed their cavalry and infantry 
a short distance on the right, under the shelter of a 
skirt of Avoods. In a short tirae, they commenced 
firing upon us; their cannon in front, their infantry on 
our left, and their cavalry changing their position on 
the right. A charge Avas made on the left of our 
camp by their infantry, Avhich Avas promptly repelled 
by a fcAA' shots from our artillery, Avhich forced them 
to retire. I have the satisfaction of stating that only 
two of our men were wounded, one very slightly, the 
other (Colonel Neill, of the artillery) not fatally. 

"The attack ceased ; the enemy retired and formed 
in tAVO skirts of tindjer, and remained in that position, 
occasionally opening their cannon upon us, until just 
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before sunset, Avlien they attempted to draw off their 
.̂ orces. Their artillery and cavalry Avere removed to 
ot iior points. Colonel Sherman, Avith sixty of our caA'-
alr}', charged upon theirs, consisting of upward of 100, 
billing and Avounding severaL Their infantry came to 
the assistance of their cavalry, and opened upon us an 
incessant fire for ten or fifteen minutes, Avhich our men 
sustained Avith surprising firmness. Too much praise 
cannot be bestoAved upon those Avho were engaged in 
this charge, for never Avas one of equal peril made 
Avith more courage, and terminated with less loss. 
Two of our men Avere severely wounded, but none 
killed. This terminated the movements of the day. 

"Early next morning, about nine o'clock, the enemy 
I'CceiA'ed a reinforcement of 500 men, under the com
mand of General Martin Prefecto de Cos, Avhich 
increased their strength to 1,400 or 1,500 raen. 
I t was supposed that an attack upon our encamp
ment Avould noAV be made; and having a good 
position, Ave stationed our artillery, and disposed of 
the forces, so as to receive the enemy to the best advan
tage. At three o'clock, hoAvever, the foe, instead of 
sho^ving signs of attack, AA'as evidently engaged in for
tifying. We determined, therefore, immediately to 
assail him; and in half an hour we Avere formed in 
four divisions : the first, intended as our right wing, 

composed of the regulars under Colonel Millard, and 
12-
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the second division, under command of Colonel 
Sydney Sherman, formed our left Aving. A division, 
commanded by Colonel Burleson, formed our centre. 
Our two six-pounders, under the command of Colonel 
Hockley, Captains Isaac N. Moreland and Stillwell, 
were drawn up on the right of the centre division. 
The cavalry, under command of Colonel Mirabeau B. 
Lamar, formed upon the right. At the command to 
move forward, all the diAdsions advanced in good order 
and high spirits. On arriving within reach of the 
enemy, a heavy fire was opened, first with their artil
lery on our cavalry. A general conflict now ensued. 
Orders were given to charge. Colonel Sherman's divis
ion moved up, and drove the enemy from the woods 
occupied by them on their right wing. At the same 
moment. Colonel Burleson's division, together with 
the regulars-, charged upon and mounted the breast
work of the enemy, and drove them from their cannon; 
our artillery, the meanwhile, charging up and firing 
upon them with great effect. The cavalry, under 
Colonel Lamar, at the same time fell on them with 
great fury and great slaughter. Major-General Hous
ton acted Avith great gallantry, encouraging his men to 
the attack, and heroically charged, in front of the in
fantiy, within a few yards of the enemy, receiving at 
the same time a wound in his leg. The enemy soon 
took to flight, officers and all, some on foot and some 

•i 
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on horseback. In ten minutes after the firing of the 
first gun, we were charging through the camp, and 
driving them before us. They fled in confusion and 
dismay doAvn the river, followed closely by our troops 
for four miles. Some of them took the prairie, and 
were pursued by our cavalry; others were shot in 
attempting to swim {he river; and in a short period 
the sanguinary conflict was terminated by the sur
render of nearly all who were not slain in the combat. 
One-half of their army perished; the other half are 
prisoners, among whom are General Santa Anna him
self. Colonel Almonte, and many other prominent 
officers of their army. The loss of the enemy is com
puted at over six hundred slain, and above six hun
dred prisoners; together with a caballada of several 
hundred mules taken, with much valuable baggage. 
Our loss, in point of numbers, is small, it being seven 
slain and fifteen wounded. 

"This glorious achievement is attributed, not to 
superior force, but to the valor of our soldiers and the 
sanctity of our cause. Our army consisted of 750 
effective men. This brave band achieved a victory as 
glorious as any on the records of history, and the 
happy consequences will be felt in Texas by succeed-

, , ing generations. I t has saved the country from the yoke 

° of bondage; and all who mingled in it are entitled to 

the special munificence of government, and the heart-
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felt gratitude of every lover of liberty. The sun was 
sinking in the horizon as the battle commenced, but, 
at the close of the conflict, the sun of liberty and in
dependence rose in Texas, never, it is to be hoped, to 
be obscured by the clouds of despotism. We have 
read of deeds of chivalry, and perused with ardor the 
annals of war; we have contemplated, with the high
est emotions of sublimity, the loud-roaring thunder, 
the desolating tornado, and the withering simoom of 
the desert; but neither of these, nor all, inspired us 
Avith emotions like those felt on this occasion! The 
officers and men seemed to be actuated by a like en 
thusiasm. There was a general cry which pervaded 
the ranks—^'•Bemember the Ala7no ! remember La Ba

hia ! " These Avords electrified all. " Onward ! " was 
the cry. The unerring aim and irresistible energy of 
the Texan army could not be withstood. It was free
men fighting against the minions of tyranny, and the 
result proved the inequality of such a contest. 

" In a battle Avhere every individual performed his 
duty, it might seem invidious to draw distinctions; 
but, while I do justice to all in expressing my high 
admiration of the bravery and gallant conduct of both 
officers and men, I hope I may be indulged in the ex
pression of my highest approbation of the chivalrous 
conduct of Major James Collingsworth in almost 
every part of the engagement. CoL James Hockley, 
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AA'ith his command of artillery, Col. Wharton, the adju
tant-general, ]Major Cook, and, in fact, all the staff-
officers. Col. Burleson and Col. Somervell on the right. 
Col. Millard in the centre, and Col. Sherman, Col. 
Bennett, and Major Wells on the left, and Col. Lamar 
on the extreme right A\dth the cavalry—led on the 
charge and followed in the pursuit with dauntless 
bravery. All have ray highest approl)ation. With 
such men, sustained as Ave shall be by the patriots and 
lovers of liberty in our mother-country, hateful Des
potism cannot find a resting-place for the sole of her 
foot on the beautiful plains of Texas! A volume 
would not contain the deeds of individual daring and 
bravery. Each captain has been required to make 
report, and I hope justice Avill be done to all the brave 
spirits Avho mingled in the glorious achievement of 
yesterday.* My aide-de-camp, Dr. Motley, of Ken. 
tucky, fell near rae, raortally wounded, and soon after 

* Notwithstanding the fulness and many details given in these reports, 

neither contains the slightest allusion to Bob L , who always looms fore

most in my mind's eye when contemplating or reflecting upon the incidents 

of the battle of San Jacinto. 

Bob L was a large, fine looking young volunteer from Georgia, who did 

not hear the order given to his company or regiment before the charge, to fall 

flat down on the ground, when they should see the flash of the enemy's can

non, and after the deadly missiles had passed harmlessly over their heads, to 

rise and continue the charge. 

So when the charge was made and at the flash of the enemy's cannon, aU 

his comracles fell down flat on the ground, Bob supposed they were aU killed, 
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his spirit took its flight to join the immortal Milam 
and others in a better Avorld. 

'' I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, 
"THOMAS J. RUSK, 

" Secretary of War. 

" P. S.—Since Avriting the above. Gen. Cos has been 
brought in a prisoner by our cavalry. 

" T. J. RUSK." 

James A. Sylvester has the honor of capturing 
Santa Anna, but did not know his distinguished cap
tive until he arrived in camp and was passing by the 
other prisoners (Col. John Milton Swisher, of Austin, 
familiarly knoAvn as Milt. Swisher, being on guard at 
the time), AA'hen they recognized him and exclaimed: 
" El Presidente! el Presidente!" 

When taken, he said he was a private and then an 
aid to Santa Anna. He shed tears and kissed the 
hand of his captor, no doubt fearing that the mercy 
which he had. shown to others would be meted out to 
him. 

When brought to Gen. Houston, who was confined 

and quickly concluding not to wait for another discharge, he broke like a 

quarter horse to the rear. 

Poor Bob never could explain the matter to Gen. Houston's satisfaction, 

who sent for him after the battle, and advised him to marry into a brave 

family and cross the breed. 
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by his wound, he first acknoAvledged Avho he Avas. " I 
am Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, and place 
myself at your disposition as a prisoner of war !" 

Gen. Houston seated him on a tool chest, when 
Rusk, Almonte, and others joined them. 

At his request, Santa Anna Avas giA ên some opium, 
which he swallowed, after Avhich he expressed a desire 
for peace l)etAveen Texas and Mexico. 

Gen. Houston granted an armistice, but declined to 
enter into negotiations for permanent peace, since, 
Texas having a government, he had no right to make 
peace. After some conversation about his treatment 
of Texans at the Alamo and Goliad, which Santa 
Anna tried to justify, the former by the rules of war, 
that, " when a fortress, insufficient to defend itself, Avas 
summoned to surrender, and refused, and caused the 
effusion of human blood, the vanquished, when it was 
taken, were devoted to execution," the latter, by the 
decrees of the Mexican Government making them 
pirates. Gen. Houston obtained from him the fol
lowing order to his second in comraand: 

" A R M Y OP OPERATIONS. 

" EXCELLENT SIR : Having yesterday evening, with 

the sraall division under my immediate command, had 

an encounter with the enemy, AA'hich notwithstanding 

I had previously taken all possible precautions, proved 
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unfortunate, I am, in consequence, a prisoner in the 
hands of the enemy. Under these circumstances, 
your excellency Avill order General Gaona with his 
division to countermarch to Bexar, and wait for 
orders. Your excellency Avill also, with the division 
under your immediate command, march to the same 
place. The division under command of General Urrea 
Avill retire to Guadalupe Victoria. I have agreed 
with General Houston for an armistice, until matters 
can be sa reg:^ated that the war wdll cease forever. 

" Your excellency Avill take the proper steps for the 
support of the army, which from this time remains 
under your command, using the moneys lately arrived 
from Metamoras, the provisions on hand there, as well 
as those at Victoria, and also the twenty thousand! 
dollars wdthdrawn from Bexar, and which are now in 
that treasury. 

" I hope your excellency will, without failure,^ 
comply with these dispositions—advising me, by re
turn of the courier, that you have ab'eady com-

-menced their execution. God and liberty ! 
" CAMP AT SAN JACINTO, April 2d, 1839. 

" ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

•' To HIS EXCELLENCY DON VICENTE FILISOLA, 

" General of Division.''^ 

After receiving this document. General Houstc 
caused Santa Anna's tent to be placed near him, gavey 
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him his baggage, sent him his servants, staff officers, 
and treated him generally as kindly as a prisoner could 
be treated. 

To the victors belong the spoils : so, after the com-" 

missary-general had sold all the captured property, 
which did not amount to $20,000, he distributed their 
shares to men and officers, Avho voted $3,000 to the 
Navy. 

The President and his Cabinet at the approach of 
the enemy at Harrisburg left that place and reas
sembled at Galveston, from whence the following 
order was issued : 

" DEPARTMENT OP WAR, GALVESTON, April 26, 1836. 

" To GENERAL SAM HOUSTON : If you consider it 
inexpedient to risk an engagement Avith the enemy, 
and consider a retreat inevitable from the position you 
now occupy, you are hereby ordered to march with 
the army under your command to the nearest and 
most convenient point to this island, giving informa
tion of the same to this department, Avhen transports 
will be sent forthwith to cross the troops to this 
island. 

" W A R R E N D . C. HALL, 

"'Acting Secretary of War." 

Soon after this the government learned of the 

change of things and the Cabinet came to San Jacinto, 
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and entered into negotiations with their illustrious 
prisoner for a treaty of peace. 

Upon this question the Cabinet divided. The Pres
ident, D. G. Burnet—who, says Kennedy, " Avas a man 
of unblemished reputation, courteous manners, and 
intellectual attainments, the son of a physician in 
Newark, New Jersey, who, in the affairs of 

Texas, had always been distinguished by calmness and 
moderation, and had not unfrequently been exposedill 
to censure for declining to keep pace with popular im
patience. Whose prudence and forbearance, united 
with firmness and perseverance, well qualified him to 
fill the difficult post to which he had been called by 
the Convention,"—also Zavala, the Vice-President, the 
Secretary of State, James Collingsworth, the successor 
of S. P. Carson, and Peter W. Grayson, who succeededf^ 
David Thomas as Attorney-General, were in favor 
of making a treaty; while Mirabeau B. Lamar, who 
succeeded General Rusk as Secretary of War, 
who succeeded General Houston, disabled, as com
mander-in-chief, and Bobert Potter, the Secretary 
of the Navy, were opposed to treating with Santa ^ 
Anna at all, but were in favor of trying and punish-?^ 
ing him. 

• In a letter to the Cabinet, Secretary Lamar elo-i] 
quently said that "A<9 rather considered him a$ cm 

apprehended murderer than as a prisoner of wa/r. 
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J "The conduct of General Santa Anna will not 
^j^irmit me to VICAA' him in any other light. A chief-
u. i in l)attlino^ for Avhat he conceiA'es to be the ridits 
o if his country, hoAvevei" mistaken in his vicAvs, ma}^ 
Vie privileged to make hot and vigorous Avar upon the 
-Afoe; but Avhen, in violation of all the principles of 

civilized conflict, he avows and acts upon the revolt
ing policy of exterraination and rapine, slaying the 
surrendered, and plundering Avhom he slays, he for
feits the comraiseration of raankind, by sinking the 
character of the hero int(^ that of an abhorred raur-
derer. The President of Mexico has pursued such a 
war upon the citizens of this republic. He has 
caused to be published to the world a decree, denoun
cing as pirates beyond the reach of his clemency all 
who* shall be found rallying around the standard 
of our independence. In accordance Avith this decree, 
he has turned over to the SAVord the bravest and best 
of our friends and felloAV-citizens after they had 
grounded their arms, under the most solemn pledge 
that their lives should be spared. He has fired our 
dAvellings, laid AA'aste our luxuriant fields, excited ser-
A'-ile and insurrectionary war, violated plighted faith, 
and inhumanly ordered the cold-blooded butchery of 
prisoners AA'ho had been betrayed into capitulation 
by heartless professions. I humbly conceive that the 
proclamation of such principles, and the perpetration 
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of such crimes, place the offender out of the pale 
negotiation, and demand at our hands other treatm^ 
than what is due to a mere prisoner of war. Instin] 
condemns him as a murderer, and reason justifies t 
verdict. Nor should the ends of justice be avert 
because of the exalted station of the criminal, or I' 
made to give way to the suggestions of interestf^ | 
any cold considerations of policy. He who sacrifices 
human life at the shrine of ambition is a murderer, 

V and deserves the punishment and infamy of one; the 

higher the offender, the greater reason for its inflic
tion. I am, therefore, of opinion that our prisoner. 
General Santa Anna, has forfeited his life by the 
highest of all crimes, and is not a suitable object for 

^ the exercise of our pardoning prerogative.,., rA^'"^ 

" I still feel that strict justice requires this course; 
that it is sustained by reason, and Avill receive the 
sanction of the present generation, as well as the 
approving voice of posterity. If the Cabinet could 
concur with me in this view of the subject, and 
march boldly up to what I conceive to be the line of 
right, it would form a bright page in the history-f 
of this infant nation. I t would read well in the , 
future annals of the present period, that the first act j 
of this young republic was to teach the Caligul^W 
of the age that, in the administration of public jus- ] 
tice, the vengeance of the law falls alike inipartia%!f^ 

\ 
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)n the prince and the peasant. It is time such a 
lesson should be taught the despots of the earth: 

' they have too long enjoyed an exemption from the 
common punishment of crime. Throned in poAver, 
they banquet on the life of man, aud then purchase 
security by the dispensation of favors. We have it 
in our power now to give an impulse to a salutary 
change in this order of things. We are sitting in 
judgment upon the life of a stupendous villain, who, 
like all others of his race, hopes to escape the blow 
of merited vengeance by the strong appeals which 
his exalted station enables him to make to the weak 
or selfish principles of nature. Shall he be permitted 
to realize his hopes or not ? Shall our resentment be 
propitiated by promises, or shall Ave move sternly on-
Avard, regardless of favor or affection, to the inflic
tion of a righteous punishment ? My voice is ^Fiat 

justitia mat coelum.'" 

" Let the same punishment be aAvarded him which 
we would feel bound in honor and conscience to 
inflict on a subaltern charged and convicted of a like 
offence: this is all that justice can require. If he 
have committed no act Avhich would bring condemna
tion on a private individual, then let him be 2)i'otected; 
but if he have perpetrated crimes Avhich a man 
in humble life would have to expiate upon the scaf
fold, then why shield him from the just operations of 
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a law to which another is held amenable ? The 
exalted criminal finds security in negotiation, whilst 
the subaltern offender is given over to the sword of 
the executioner. Surely no considerations of interest 
or policy can atone for such a violation of principle. 1 
VicAv the matter in every possible light, and Santa ' 
Anna is still a murderer. 

" I t will be useless to talk to a soldier of San 
Jacinto about national independence and national 
domain, so long as the bones of his murdered breth- \ 

ren lie bleaching on the prairies unrevenged. Treble I 
the blessings proposed to be gained by this ne 
gotiation will be considered as poor and valueless, 
when weighed against that proud and high resent
ment which the soldier feels for wrongs received. 
In the day of battle the animating cry Avas ' ALAMO ! ' 
And why ? Because it was knoAA'n that the slaugh
terer of the Alamo Avas then in the field: it was 
him that was sought. It was not against the poor 
and degraded instruments of his tyranny that we 
warred; they fell, it is true, before our avenging 
strokes like grass before the reaper's-sickle. 

" The great difficulty in dealing with our prisoner 
as his crimes deserve arises, as I have already intima
ted, from the fact that education Avill not permit 
us to strip him of his ill-gotten honors, and view 
him in the attitude of a private individuaL We are 
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taught, by what we see around us in early childhood, 
to reverence wealth and power, and it is almost 
impossible in after-life to emancipate the mind from 
the slavish thraldom ; so that Avhen Ave approach the 
guilty lords of creation, there is an involuntaiy 
shrinking back, as if we deemed them privileged 
in enormity, and not amenable to us for their out
rages. We feel that Ave should not deal with them 
as we would Avith ordinaiy men. If a peasant, con
victed of murder, shall offer a bribe for the preserva
tion of his life, it meets with prompt and indig-

^nant repulsion; but if a prince, under like cii'cum-
atanceSj^hall, in the fulness of his poAvfê ^ propose 
some lordlyM-.j^j,^. k accepted with aAddit}^,\as if 
it were upon our part a virtuous performance of 
duty. Besides this, we flatter ourselves that there is 
nothing wrong in the transaction, because we are 
not personally and privately the beneficiaries of the 
bargain; but certainly the right or wrong doth not 
depend upon who are the recipients, whether the 
public or an individuaL If we have a right thus 
to act for the _good of the nation, we can do the same 
for the good of a community; and if for a com
munity, we can for a family; and if for a family, 
why may not that family be our OAVU ? This mode 
of reasoning will readily exhibit the fallacy, if not 
the immorality, of that doctrine which draws a dis-

•t 
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tinction between a high and a low offender, and jus- ! 
tifies a negotiation with the one which would be 
odious and criminal with the other. 

" NcA '̂er did the broad eye of day look upon a I 
fouler murder; never were a better or a braver people 1 
sacrificed to a tyrant's ferocity. The most of them ' 
were youthful heroes. 

" I have always thought, and still believe, that our 
sole reliance should be upon our swords, and not 
upon the faith of Santa Anna. If the armies now on 
the retreat shall dare a countermarch, there will not 
be in the n ^ t battle a Mexican left to tell the tale 
of their jot^feat; and if another e'^Dcdition ajOtajj^ u*s 
shall/be gotten up-in the faĵ ^^^^^ .̂ae spring, there 
will come into our country such a cavalcade of heroes ^ 
as will make their chivalry skip. The very first 
armY that turns its face to the East will awaken a war i 
which will move onward and onward over the bro; 
prairies of the West, knowing no termination until'it' 
reaches the walls of Mexico, where we shall plant the 
standard of the Single Star, and send forth our 
decrees in the voice of our artillery. 

" That my feelings and opinions may not be misap-' 
prehended, I beg leave, by way of recapitulation, to 
state, that, toward the common soldiers among our 
Mexican prisoners I cherish no rnalice or resentme; 
looking upon the most of them in the light of unwiU* 
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ing instruments in the hands of tyranny; neither can 
I perceive in the conduct of the officers any particu
lar act which might not be considered as legitimate 
in a soldier devoted to his profession, or in a patriot 
enlisted in the cause of his country. These, after 
an exchange of prisoners, I would retain in the cus
tody of the Government until the conclusion of the 
war; but, vieAving General Santa Anna altogether 
in a different attitude, I would adopt the course in 
reference to him which I have already urged. His 
crimes being sanguinary, I would read his punish
ment fi*om the Code of Draco." 

But notwithstanding this eloquent appeal a ma
jority of the Cabinet, imbued with the merciful senti
ment of Him who commanded sinful mortals to do 
good for evil, to pray for their enemies—and while 
expiring upon the cross- appealingly said in behalf of 
his murderers: '•'' Father, foi'give them j they hnow not 

what they do"—voted for peace, and made the fol
lowing treaties with the Mexican president: 

13 
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TREATY OF VELASCO, MAY 14, 1836. 

PUBLIC AGREEMENT. 

Articles of Agreement ente)'ed into ietioeen His Excellency DAVID G. BUR

NET, President of th^ Republic of Texas, of the one part, and His Ex

cellency General ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA, President-General-in-

Chief of the Mexican Army, of the other part:— 

ARTICLE 1. General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna agrees that he will not take up arms, nor will 
he exercise his infiuence to cause them to be taken 
up, against the people of Texas, during the present 
war of independence. 

ARTICLE 2. All hostilities betAveen the Mexican 
and Texan troops will cease immediately, both ou land 
and water. ^ 

ARTICLE 3. The Mexican croops will evacuate the 
territory of Texas, passing to the other side of the 
Rio Grande del Norte. 

ARTICLE 4. The Mexican army, in its retreat, shall 
not take the property of any person without his con
sent and just indemnification, using only such articles 
as may be necessary for its subsistence in cases Avhere 
the OAvners may not be present, and remitting to the 
commander of the army of Texas, or to the commis
sioners to be appointed for the adjustment of such 
matters, an account of the value of the property con-
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sumed, the place Avhere taken, and the name of the 
owner, if it can be ascertained. 

ARTICLE 5. That all private property, including 
horses, cattle, negro slaves, or indentured persons of 
Avhatever denomination, that may have been captured 
by any portion of the Mexican array, or raay have 
taken refuge in the said army, since the commence
ment of the late invasion, shall be restored to the com
mander of the Texan army, or to such other persons 
as may be appointed by the GoA'ernment of Texas to 
receive tliein. 

ARTICLE 6. The troops of both armies Avill refrain 
from coming into contact with each other; and, to 
this end, the commander of the army of Texas Avill be 
careful not to approach Avithin a shorter distance of 
the Mexican army than five leagues.* 

ARTICLE 7. The Mexican array shall not make any 
other delay on its march than that Avhich is necessary 
to take up their hospitals, baggage, etc., and to cross 
the rivers. Any delay, not necessary to these pur
poses, to be considered an infraction of this agree
ment. 

ARTICLE 8. By express, to be immediately despatch
ed, this agreement sliall be sent to General Filisola, 
and to General T. J. Rusk, commander of the Texan 

* Nearly thirteen and one-sixth miles. 
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army, in order that they may be apprised of its stipu
lations ; and, to this end, they will exchange engage
ments to comply with the same. 

ARTICLE 9. That all Texan prisoners UOAV in pos
session of the Mexican army, or its authorities, be 
forthwith released, and furnished Avitli free passports to 
return to their homes; in consideration of Avhich a cor
responding number of Mexican prisoners, rank and 
file, now in possession of the Government of Texas, 
shall be immediately released. The remainder of the 
Mexican prisoners that continue in possession of the 
Government of Texas, to be treated with due human
ity : any extraordinary comforts that may be furnish
ed them to be at the charge of the Government of 
Mexico. 

ARTICLE 10. General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna will be sent to Vera Cruz, as soon as it shall be 
deemed proper. 

The contracting parties sign this instrument for the 
above mentioned purposes, by duplicate, at the port of 
Velasco, this the 14th day of May, 1836. 

DAVID G. BURXET, 

ANT°. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

JAMES COLLINGSAVORTH, Secretary of State. 

BAILEY HARDE.MAN, Secretary of the Treasury. 

P. H. GRAYSON, Attorney-General. 
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SECRET AGREEMENT. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SAXTA AKXA, General-in-Chief of the Army of 

Operations, and President of the Republic of Mexico, before the Govern 

ment established in Texas, solemnly pledges himself to fulfil the Stijjula-

tions contained in the following Articles, so far as concerns himself:— 

ARTICLE 1. He will not take up arms, nor cause 
them to be taken up, against the people of Texas, 
during the present Avar for independence. 

ARTICLE 2. He Avill give his orders that, in the 
shortest tirae, the Mexican troops may leave the ter
ritory of Texas. 

ARTICLE 3. He will so prepare matters in the Cab
inet of Mexico, that the mission that may be sent 
thither by the Government of Texas may be Avell re
ceived, and that by raeans of negotiations all differ
ences raay be settled, and the independence that has 
been declared by the Convention may be acknow
ledged. 

ARTICLE 4. A treaty of commerce, amity, and limits, 
Avill be established betAveen Mexico and Texas, the 
territory of the latter not to extend beyond the Rio 
Bravo del Norte. 

ARTICLE 5. The present return of General Santa 
Anna to Vera Cruz being indispensable for the pur
pose of effecting his solemn engagements, the Govern-
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ment of Texas will proAdde for his immediate em
barkation for said port. 

ARTICLE 6. This instrument, being obligatory on 
one part as well as on the.other, will be signed in du
plicate, remaining folded and sealed until the negotia
tions shall have been concluded, when it will be re
stored to his excellency General Santa Anna ; no use 
of it to be made before that time, unless there should 
be an infraction by either of the contracting parties. 

POET OF VELASCO, May the \4:th, 1836. 

ANTO. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

DAVID G BURNET. 

JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, Secretary of State. 

BAILEY HARDEMAN, Secretary of the Treasury. 

P. H. GRAYSON, Attorney-General. 

The ratification by General Filisola of ^he public 

agreement, in accordance with the provision of the 8th 
article, took place on the 26th May, 1836, more 
than a month after the battle of San Jacinto. 1 

i 



CHAPTER X. 

Retreat of the Mexican Army under Filisola.—General Woll taken prison

er.—Houston, his wound, retirement, etc.—Santa Anna and the Texas 

Cabinet at Yelasco.—His protest and the President's answer, etc. 

" T T T H E N ncAvs of the defeat and capture of 
" * Santa Anna reached Gen. Filisola, he was at the 

Brazos. " On the afternoon of the 23d," says Filisola, 
" I was concluding the operation of sending across the 
river the section with Avhieh General Gaona was to 
march to Nacogdoches, Avhen a soldier of the frontier 
dragoons presented to me a small piece of paper, writ
ten Avitli a pencil, by Colonel Mariano Garcia, first aid 
of Guerrero, in Avhich he informed me of the unfortu
nate occurrence of the afternoon of the 21st. A short 
time after, some fugitives arrived, and among them 
Captain Miguel Aguirre, of the Tampico regiment, 
Avounded in the action in the thigh, by a rifle-ball, 
Avho said that the defeat had been perfect, and the 
existence of the President quite doubtful. Such UCAVS 

made me immediately suspend the passage of the riA'-
er by the force that Avas to have gone Avith Gaona, 
and to send a picket of ca\'alry in the direction of 
the battle-ground, as much to acquire correct infer-
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mation of the actual fate of the President as to pro
tect the fugitives Avho might have escaped. But the 
enemy had burnt the bridge, which Avas the only road 
for retreating; and consequently the picket accom
plished little or nothing in either respect, for all had 
been killed or made prisoners. Alarm and discour
agement was general among all classes, for it was be
lieved that all the prisoners, the President included, 
Avould haÂ e been shot, as a reprisal for the conduct 
observed with theirs at Bexar and Goliad." 

Soon this alarm and discouragement turned to a 

panic and a fiight—the road from the ferry over the 
Brazos to Victoria, was strewn with wagons, baggage, 
artillery, kettles, blankets and broken-down horses. 
The streams were all swollen, the roads all miry, and 
the comraissary of the unfortunate Mexicans empty. 
A quart of corn sold for a dollar, and a loaf of bread 
for three dollars. Even officers went days without 
bread to eat. 

On the 28th, Deaf Smith caught up with the fugi
tives and handed to Filisola the order of Santa Anna 
to I'etreat, but he didn't stop; he kept on retreating, 
yet sent Gen. Woll back to see about things with a 
flag of truce. Gen. Houston, who still commanded, ^ \ 

fearing that if tidings went back through Gen. Woll 
of the paucity of the Texan army, that possibly Fili
sola, AA'ho yet commanded more than four thousand 
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men, might again adA'ance and try his luck in another 
battle—put Gen. Woll under arrest. 

Gen. Woll, Avishing to return to Filisola, appealed 
to the flag of truce Avhich he bore into the Texans' 
camp, but it Avas not of any use. Gen. Houston 
thought he had found out too much, and detained 
him. 

On the 5th May, 1836, he turned over the com
mand of the array to Gen. Rusk, and on taking leave 
of the heroes of San Jacinto issued the following very 
compliraentary address: 

" CoAiRADES: Circumstances connected Avith the 
battle of the 21st render our separation for the pres
ent unavoidable. I need not express to you the 
many painful sensations which that necessity inflicts 
upon me. I am solaced, hoAvever, by the hope that 
we wdll soon be reunited in the great cause of liberty. 
Brigadier-General Rusk is appointed to the comraand 
of the army for the present. I confide in his valor, 
his patriotism, and his wisdom. His conduct in the 
battle of San Jacinto was sufficient to insure your 
confidence and regard. The enemy, though retreat
ing, are still within the limits of Texas. Their situa
tion being known to you, you cannot be taken by 
surprise In taking leave of my brave com
rades in arms, I cannot suppress the expression of 

that pride Avhich I so justly feel in having had the 
13* 
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honor to command them in person; nor Avill I Avith-
hold the tribute of my Avarraest admiration and grati
tude for the promptness Avith Avhich ray orders Avere 
executed, and union raaintained through the array." 

It has been said that Gen. Houston did not Avish to 
fight Santa Anna at San Jacinto, but wished to re
treat toAvards Nacogdoches and the Red lands. 

Gen. M. B. Laraar says {Galveston Neius, June 23d, 
1855) : " Sorae tirae after the council of Avar, I met 
Gen. Houston, and expressed to hira the strong desire 
of the array to raake battle. He replied nearly as 
folloAvs: ' Sir, can I Avhip Santa Anna and his Avhole 
array by rayself ?' Would you have rae attack them 
alone ? The officers are all opposed to fighting, and 
so are the men. I have always been ready to fight, 
but the army has not, and how can I battle ?' This 
language astonished me much, because it Avas so 
directly opposed to my knowledge of facts; but being 
a stranger in the ariny, and scarcely acquainted Avith 
Gen. Houston, I dropped the subject. Soon after this, 
I saw Col. John A. Wharton, and repeated to him 
Avhat Gen. Houston had said. W^harton inquired: 
' Do you think he Avill fight ?' My reply ^vas : ' He 
says he will.' Taking leave of me, the Colonel re
paired immediately to Gen. Houston, and asked him 
if he would order a battle j)rovided the army Avâ  
ready to make the attack. Houston said he Avould. 
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This I got from Wharton, immediately after his leaA'-
ing Houston. In a short time there was a general 
rejoicing through the camp : and Wharton was dash
ing from point to point, ordering a general parade, and 
marshalling the troops for battle .̂  . . . At the moment 
Ave Avere all preparing for battle, and the lines Avere 
actually forming, Houston came to me, and said, in a 
Avhining and despairing tone : ' CoL Lamar, do you 
I'eally think we ought to fight ?' My reply Avas : ' Gen. 
Houston, your question comes too late. What did Ave 
come here for, but to fight ? ' " 

Gen. Houston after speaking of Sherman's charge 
on the 20th, says : 

" Things remained Avithout any change until about 
twelve o'clock, when the general Avas asked to call a 
council of war. No council of war had ever been 
solicited before. It seemed strange to him. What 
indications had appeared he did not knoAV. The coun
cil Avas called, however, consisting of six field officers 
and the Secretary of War. The proposition Avas put 
to the council, ' Shall we attack the enemy in position, 
or receive their attack in ours ?' The two junior 
officers—for such is the way of taking the sense of 
courts in the army—Avere in favor of attacking the 
enemy in position. The four seniors, and the Secre
tary of War, AA'ho spoke, said, that ' to attack A'eteran 
troops Avith raAV militia is a thing unheard of; to 
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charge upon the enemy wdthout bayonets in an open 
prairie, had never been known; our situation is strong; 
in it Ave can whip all Mexico.' " Understanding this 
as the sense of the council, the general dismissed them. 
They went to their respective places. 

" In the morning the sun had risen brightly, and he 
determined Avith this omen, ' To-day the battle shall 
take place.'" 

But overlooking the fact that a challenge passed 
between Gens. Lamar and Houston, that they were 
enemies—that the Secretary of State, S. P. Carson, 
Avrote to Gen. Houston on the 14th of April, 1836 : 
" My view is, that you should fall back, if necessary, 

to the Sabine. I am warranted in saying that volun
teer troops will come on in numbers, from the United 
States You must fall back, and hold out, and 

let nothing goad or provoke you to a battle, unless 
you can, xoithout doubt, whip them, or unless you are 
compelled to fight." 

Overlooking also the following letter to Henry 
Raguet, of Nacogdoches: 

" CAMP AT HARRISBURG, AprH \^th, 1836. 

" This morning we are in preparation to meet Santa 
Anna. I t is the only chance of saving Texas. From 
time to time I have looked for reinforcements, in vain. 
The Convention adjourning to Harrisburg struck 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 301 

panic throughout the country. Texas could have 
started at least 4,000 men; Ave have only about 700 
to march with, besides the camp guard. We go to 
conquer. Lt is wisdom groioing out of necessity to 

meet and fight the enemy now. Fvery consideration 

enforces it. No previous occasion would justify it. 

The troops are in fine spirits, and now is the time for 

action. 

"Adjutant-General Wharton, Ins. Gen. Hockley, 
aide-de-camp Horton, aides-de-camp W. JI. Patton, 
CollingsAVorth. 

" Volunteer aids, Perry, Perry. 

"Maj. Cook, Assistant Inspector-General will be 
with me. 

" We shall use our best efforts to fight the enemy, 
to such advantage as Avill insure victory though the 
odds are greatly against us. I leave the result in the 
hands of a wise God, and rely upon His providence. 

" My country will do justice to those who serve 
her. The rights for which we fight will be secured, 
and Texas free. 

"SAM HOUSTON, 

" Commander-in- Chief. 

" Col. Rusk is in the field. 
" HOUSTON." 

Yet it is consonant to Gen. Houston's character; 
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that he made it appear that he wished to retreat 
rather than fight. 

It is said that he was very anxious for his oldest 
son to be named after him, yet he insisted on Mrs. 
Houston's naming the boy herself, saying he ivould 

have nothing to do in the matter ivhatever. 

Mrs. Houston begged him to name the child ! No, 
he would have no hand in it. Finally she asked him 
to suggest a name. 

" Well, madam," said he, " my mother named me 
Sam, and I'm not ashamed of it. Suppose you name 
the boy Sam ! " And the child was named Sam. 

So he raay have acted with regard to the battle 
of San Jacinto—appearing not to desire it, yet really 
anxious for it. 

After issuing the address as stated, in consequence 
of his wounded ankle. Gen. Houston went to New 
Orleans for raedical treatraent, where more than 
twenty pieces of fractured bone were taken out. 

In the meantime the Texan Cabinet had moved to 
Velasco, Avhere the treaties Avith Santa Anna Avere 
made, and on the 1st of June, in pursuance of tlie 

piddle agreement, placed Santa Anna, Cols. Almonte 
and Nunez, with Caro, his private secretary, on board 
the Jnvincible, J. BroAvn, commander, Avith the inten
tion of sending him to Vera Cruz. 

Santa Anna, wdth the approbation of the Cabinet, 
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issued the following short farcAvell to the Texan 
ai'my: 

" MY FRIENDS : I have been a witness of your 
courage in the field of battle, and know you to be 
generous. Bely with confidence on my sincerity, and 
you shall never have cause to regret the kindness 
shoAvn me. In returning to my native land, I beg 
you to receive the thanks of your grateful friend. 
Farewell! 

" A N T ° . LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA." 

''VELASCO, June 1,1836." 

But before the Invincible sailed, Gen. T. J. Green, 
with 230 volunteers, arrived from New Orleans on 
the steamer Ocean. A public meeting Avas held, vio
lent speeches made, and great opposition expressed to 
the release of Santa Anna. " In this state of things," 
says Gen. Green, " President Burnet addressed me 
a note, requesting an intervicAA', and asking my 
opinion in this emergency. I told him that, as to any 
violence l)eing offered to him or his Cabinet, I pledged 
my honor to shield him and them Avith my life; but 
that I was of opinion that, in accordance Avitli the 
overwhelming public Avill of the citizens of the 
country, he should remand the prisoner ashore, and 
await the public will to determine his fate. The 
President promptly replied that he would do so." 
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Santa Anna and suite Avere disembarked and again 
placed under guard. 

Array supplies Avere short at Velasco and the Avant 
of provisions sorely vexed the volunteers. 

An address Avas written, signed by officers and men, 
to the President, saying : " We shall not, however, 
address you in that spirit of irritation and indignation 
AA'hich pervades CÂ ery one in this array, but in the 
tone Avhich should ever characterize the intercourse 

between the ruling peirties in a country." After set
ting forth their privations and want of provisions, 
they continue : " And to Avhom are we to charge these 
injuries ? Surely to you, as the President of this 
republic ! I t Avas your duty to have paid particular 
attention to the array; to have inquired out their 
wants, and relieved them. I t Avas surely your duty 
to have caused provisions, at least, to have been fur
nished, and to have dropped all other matters until 
this Avaa done; and you Avill not be surprised to learn 
that the indignation and exasperation of the army is 
now very great at the total failure to pay attention 
to them, and the conseepuences may be serious if re

dress is not had. And we now require that this army 
be immediately furnished Avith a sufficiency of such 
provisions and clothes as the public may possess or 
can be procured In conclusion," they said, " Ave 
repeat to you. General Santa Anna must be safely 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 3O5 

secured, and placed at the disposition of the coming 
Congress." 

On receiving this address the President remon
strated. He reminded the citizens in the field, that 
" deeds of valor were not alone sufficient to establish 
the high character of an enlightened, patriotic, and 
Christian people—a scrupulous regard to the estab
lished and beneficent principles of morality were 
equally indispensable. Their country had but re
cently aspired to a standing among the nations of the 
earth; her character, only partially displayed at 
home, had not been developed abroad; and much of 
her future happiness and prosperity depended Upon 
the moral qualities that should be unfolded to the 
world in the development of that character. The 
Government of Texas had deliberately entered into a 
treaty Avith the President, Santa Anna; that treaty 
might or might not be Avise ; be it what it might, it 
had been solemnly made, and the good faith of Texas 
Avas pledged for its consummation. The treaty had 
for its ultimate object a firra peace Avith Mexico, 
based upon the full recognition of Texan indepen
dence. The price to be paid for a blessing, great in 
the estiraation of every good citizen and patriotic sol
dier, was the enlargement of the President, Santa 
Anna, and his restoration to Mexico. 

" I t Avas alleged, that Santa Anna was faithless and 



3 0 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

uuAvorthy of trust—that he was a prisoner, and inca
pable of treating—and a murderer, that ought to be 
executed. To this he replied that the government liad 

already treated with hira, and that lie had performed, 

and ivas daily performing, part of his stipulations. 
The treaty haA'ing been ratified by executory compli
ance on one part, was irreA'ocably and solemnly binding 
on the other. Besides, the government belicA'cd that 
Santa Anna's highest political interests Avould require 
the complete execution of the principal stipulation in 
his j)art of the treaty. ' Is there any man in Texas 
Avho does not believe that it is irapossible for Mexico 
to subdue this country, and retain it as an integral 
part of the Mexican Republic ? No man in Texas is 
more fully and impressively convinced of the impossi
bility than is the President, Santa Anna. He has 
learned the fact by sore experience, the best possible 
teacher of practical truths. Will he then be faithless 
to his own plain interests, and to the interests of his 
country ?' 

" It was objected that Santa Anna Avas a murderer, 
and ought to be tried and executed. He (President 
Burnet) had yet to learn the principle of international 
or civil law that w^ould justify the courts, civil or 
military, of one belligerent nation in taking cognizance 
of the official military acts of the opposing com
mander-in-chief. But supposing the right of jurisdic-
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tion to exist, they were debarred from exercising it 
by the military convention agreed upon and ratified 
betAA'een General Houston and the Mexican chief, 
before the Government Avere apprised of his capture, 
in pursuance of Avhich, General Filisola had agreed 
to evacuate their territory, and had already passed 
the Nueces, and was probably by that time crossing 
the Rio Grande, at the head of 5,000 raen." 

In conclusion he objected to haA'ing his duties pre
scribed by an eirmed force, Avhich, if adopted as a 
precedent, might end in military misrule. 

No doubt there was cause for complaint on the part 
of the troops, for if nothing to eat is not a good cause, 
w^hat can be? But AA'IIO could remove that cause? 
'Tis strange—but 'tis true—the horse marines did it, 
in this AA'ay: Major I. W. Burton, Avith a company 
of Rangers, Avas commanded to scour the coast from 
Velasco to Copano, and discovering a vessel in the 
bay of Copano, signalled the same to send its boat 
ashore, AA'hen, in answer, a boat with five Mexicans 
landed Avho were immediately captured, and the boat 
manned by sixteen Rangers—these hastened back to 
the vessel, boarded and took it. With this vessel, 
Avhich Avas called the Watchman, loaded with provi
sions for the .Mexican army, Major Burton approached 
and captured two others—the Comanche and Fanny 

Butler, both also freighted with provisions, and the 
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three sent into Velasco. Major Burton and his 
Rangers were called horse marines, and by these val
uable cargoes relieved the wants of the troops. 

Gen. Santa Anna, mortified, and no doubt extremely 
troubled at his longer detainment, on the 9th of June 
sent to President Burnet the folloAving Protest: 

" I protest against the violation of the faith en
gaged in the agreement made between me and the 
Government of Texas, signed the 14th of May ult. 
and coraraenced verbally with the general-in-chief of 
the array of Texas, Sam Houston, and T. J. Rusk, 
Secretary of War. 

" 1st. For having been treated more like an ordi
nary criminal than as a prisoner of war, the head of a 
respectable nation, even after the agreements had been 
commenced. 

" 2d. For the treatment as prisoner of war, and ill 
usage received by the Mexican general, Adrian Woll, 
who had come to the Texan camp with a flag of truce, 
under the safeguard and word of honor of Gen. Hous
ton, and with the consent of the members of the Cabinet. 

" 3d. Against the non-fulfilment of the exchange of 
prisoners, stipulated in the 9th article, inasmuch as, 
up to the present time, not even one Mexican prisoner 
of war has been set at liberty, notwithstanding the 
liberty given to all the Texans in possession of the 
array under my Command. 
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" 4th. Because the sine qua non of the lOth" article, 
as follows, has not been carried into effect: AA'hich is, 
that I shall be sent to Vera Cruz ' AA'hen the govern
ment shall deem it proper; ' whereas the President 
himself, and the Cabinet of Texas, being convinced that 
I had punctually fulfilled all my engagements, Adz., 
that the Mexican array, 4,000 strong, should retreat 
from the position it occupied on the Brazos to beyond 
the ' Rio Grande; ' that all the property should be 
given up, also the prisoners of Avar—had determined 
on my embarking in the Texan schooner of Avar, the In

vincible, in which I finally did embark on the 1st June 
instant, after addressing a short farewell to the Texans, 
Avherein I thanked them for their generous behavior, 
and offered my eternal gratitude. 

" 5th. For the act of \dolence committed on my per
son, and abuse to which I have been exposed, in com
pelling me to come again ashore, on the 4th instant, 
merely because 130 volunteers, under the command of 
General Thomas J. Green, recently landed on the 
beach at Velasco from New Orleans, had, AA'ith tumults 
and Avith threats, requested that my person should be 
placed at their disposal. 

" Finally, I protest against the violence kept up 
towards me, by being placed in a narrow prison, sur
rounded with sentinels, and suffering privations which 
absolutely render life insupportable, or tend to hasten 

file:///dolence


310 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

death; and finally, for being uncertain in regard to 
my future fate, and that of the other prisoners, not
withstanding a solemn treaty." 

To the protest of Santa Anna, President Burnet 
answered the next day, with " profound mortification," 
and plead the action of tlie army, or the troops at 
Velasco. 

" But," he added, " the causes that have produced 
the constraint under which the government have acted 
are not unknown to you, and I should regret to believe 
that you were incapable of giving to them a just ap
preciation. The citizens, and the citizen soldiers of 
Texas, have felt, and do feel, a deep, intense, and 
righteous indignation at the many atrocities which 
have been perpetrated by the troops lately under your 
Excellency's command; and especially at the barbar
ous massacre of the braA'"e Colonel Fannin and his 
gallant companions. How far your Excellency par
ticipated in that abominable and inglorious slaughter 
I am not disposed to conjecture ; but it is both natural 
and true that the people of Texas impute it to your 
Excellency's special command. 

" 1st. I do not precisely comprehend the character 
of the treatment objected to, and would have been 
pleased to have had the specifications. If your Ex
cellency alludes to the accommodations which have 
been assigned to you, I would reply that I have cheer-
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fully subjected my own sick family to many hard
ships in order to render to your Excellency the best 
accommodations in our power. That Ave are at present 
destitute of the ordinary comforts of life is mainly 
attributable to your Excellency's visit to our new 
country; and on this account we feel less regret that 
you should partake of our privations. 

" 2d. Your second protest, relating to the treatment 
experienced by the Mexican general, Adrian Woll, 
involves some facts which I do sincerely deplore, but 
for which this government is not strictly responsible. 

" Your Excellency is sensible that we have done all 
in our power to guarantee the safe return of Gen. 
Woll to the Mexican camp; but our orders have been 
contravened by the commander of the Texan army, at 
a remote distance from the seat of government. The 
reasons that have actuated that officer have not been 
fully detailed to us; but we are informed that they 
are predicated on some alleged imprudences of Gen. 
Woll, whose good discretion, we know, has not been 
very conspicuously manifested during his stay amongst 
us. 

"3d. The third article of your protest is 'against 

the non-fulfilment of the exchange of prisoners stipu

lated in the ninth article, inasmuch as, up to the 

present time, not one Mexican prisoner of war has 

been set at liberty, notwithstanding the liberty given 
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to all the Texans in possession of the army under my 

command.' 

"Your Excellency seems to have a more minute 
intelligence on this subject than has come to my 
knoAvdedge; for I have no official information of a 
single Texan prisoner having been given up under the 
treaty. Some of the intended A'ictims, the compan
ions of the murdered Fannin, have happily effected 
their escape, and safely arrived amongst us; but these 
cannot be considered as liberated in the sense of the 
treaty; whereas, this government has gratuitously 
discharged several Mexican captives, and defrayed 
their expenses to New Orleans, the destination which 
they solicited. 

" 4th. The fourth clause of your Excellency's protest 
has been antecedently ansAvered in part. Your Ex
cellency's recollection has betrayed you into an error, 
Avhen you say, ' the President himself, and the Cabinet 
of Texas, being convinced that I had punctually ful
filled all my engagements,' etc. 

" This government Avere convinced that your ExceL 
lency had complied Avith some of your stipulations, 
and this conviction aggravates the mortification AÂhich 
the late events have inflicted upon them. But they | 
were not informed that ' all the property had been 
given u p ; or that any of the prisoners had Iteen re
stored, as your Excellency erroneously imagines. On 
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the contrary, we were advised that large herds of 
cattle had been driven in adA'ance of the retreatinor 
army; and that a fcAv only of the slaves that had l)een 
abducted were returned. 

" I t is due to your Excellency to say, that the 
government confidently believed that these restora
tions Avould be effected as early as a proper con-
A'enience Avould admit. But I am induced to advert 
to another fact, in relation to Avhich it Avould be diffi
cult to extend the same charitable exculpation to the 
officers of the Mexican army. It has l)eeii reported 
that the walls of the Alamo at Bexar have been pros
trated, and that the valuable brass artillery attached 
to that fortress haA'e been melted doAvn and destroyed. 

" There were many painful, and pleasing, and glo
rious reminiscences connected Avith that Alamo, Avliich 
renders its Avanton dilapidation peculiarly odious to 
every Texan spirit; and your Excellency needs not to 
be informed that the destruction of it AA'as an infrac
tion of the armistice, and a A'iolation of the treaty. 

" 5th. In reply to your Excellency's fifth protesta
tion, I remark, that the painful circumstances AA'hich 
induced the government to direct your debarkation 
haA'e already been adverted to in a spiiit of frankness 
aud of self-humiliation, AA'hich a consciousness of error 
alone could extort. I t Avere superfluous to repeat the 

causes AA'hich induced this Government to vary its dis-
14 
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cretion in regard to the time they should deem the 
departure of your Excellency to be proper. I am not 
sensible of any act of ' violence and abuse' to which 
you were exposed, that Avas not necessarily concomi
tant on your return to shore. 

" To your final protest I reply, that while you are a 
prisoner ordinary precautions are inevitable. I have 
not been apprised of anything more; and your priva
tions (as alleged) are those we suffer ourselves." 

For being uncertain in regard to my future fate ! 

Poor wretch ! no doubt he was sincere in his protest, 
and wanted to go home. 

But no 7nan can put ofi the law of God which per
vades the universe, and rewards or punishes every 
human action, making it foolish to do evil, and wise 

to do good. 

Well might he exclaim, in the language of the 
poet: • 

m-:. jti. " That high All-seer, which I dallied with, 
''^ij^', :.^- Hath turned my feigned prayer on my head, -

And given in earnest what I begg'd in jest. 
Thus doth He force the swords of wicked men 
TO turn their own points on their masters' bosoms." 

And thus a knowledge of the law of rei/rihutiofAf^ 

should ever stay the evil-doers' hands, for 

" Our acts our angels are, or good or ill. 

Our fatal shadows that walk by us still.'" 
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The Policy of the United States towards Texas.—Instructions to the Dis

trict-Attorneys.—Sympathy of the people for Texans.—Austin's great 

success and letter to Houston.—Henry Clay speaks of Texas and San 

Jacinto.—Resolutions pass Congress, and Morfit sent to Texas.—Goras-

tiza and President Jackson.—Urrea supersedes Filisola in command 

of the Mexican army.—Santa Anna and Austin.—Efforts for Peace.— 

Tlie Army.—Lamar appointed Major-General.—^His Rejection by the 

Army. 

r p i H E government at Washington, D.C., gave no en-
-•- couragement to the Texas revolutionists. Soon 

after the battle of Gonzales, the administration, at the 
instance of the Mexican representative at Washington, 
caused letters to be written and sent to the United 
States District-Attorneys on the frontier and Gulf 
coast, instructing them, as far as they could legally, 
to enforce the existing treaty with Mexico, and give 
neither aid nor comfort to her rebellious colonists. 

But these colonists went from the United States to 
settle Texas, and left fathers, mothers, brothers, and 
sisters behind them, who listened with eagerness for 
news from their loved ones who were struggling, for 
their new homes against such tremendous odds. 

Austin and his associate commissioners Avere amtjng 
them and spoke winged words that went home to 
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their hearts, and brought forth tears from their eyes, 
and fruits—aid and comfort—to their needy kin-
folks. 

Yoakum says: " General Austin was particularly 
successful; his long services in Texas, and his knoAvn 
truthfulness and simplicity of character, gave great 
weight to what he said. Though not an orator, he 
spoke with clearness and judgment, and enforced his 
positions with facts that were irresistible. His ad
dress at Louisville, which was Avidely published, pre
sented the claims of Texas upon the civilized world 
for sympathy and aid in such manner as to bring her 
both." " Austin is doing wonders among us for his 
country," says a sensible writer of Virginia; " he is a 
Franklin in patience and prudence." 

Edward Conrad, another agent, wrote from New 
Orleans, April 30th, to Gen. Houston : 

"News received here from every part of the United 
States is very cheering. The cruelty of the Mexi
cans and their disgraceful treachery have caused a 
general burst of indignation from North and South. 
Fifty men leave here to-day by way of Galveston. 
General Felix Huston leaves Natchez, on the 5th of 
May next, with from 500 to 700 men. He will 
be accompanied by Rezin P. Bowie, brother of Colonel 
Bowie who fell in the Alamo. They will march 
through lower Louisiana, directly to Harrisburg, or 

ĉ  
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wherever your headquarters may be established. 
Fifty men have left Philadelphia; and, by the latest 
papers, I see that a county and town meeting has been 
called for the relief of Texas. A meetinor has also 
been called in Baltimore. Men are gathering in Ten
nessee and Kentucky; and, in short, in e\^ery part of 
the United States the barbarity of the enemy has 
harrowed up the hearts of all Americans, and a storm 
is gathering, the thunders of which will reach the 
centre of Mexico. The whole American press is in 
our favor. . . . In case our arms are successful, I hope 
our soldiers will not allow their passions to urge them 
to acts of barbarity, and thus deprive us of the im
mense moral strength we now possess in the sympathy 
and respect of all civilized men. Such acts, on the 
part of the Mexicans, have injured them more than our 
arms could have done; and retaliation on our part, I 
fear, would be equally fatal to Texas. I am happy 
in assuring you that you possess many warm friends 
in the United States, and that the prudent course you 
have pursued has inspired universal confidence as to 
the eventual result of the war. I t is sincerely Avished 
that a doubtful engagement Avill not be risked by you, 
as a very short time must give you force enough to 
place the contest beyond hazard." 

This letter was written before the wo-iter had heard 
of the Tjdxsms^ feast of blood at San Jacinto. 

B^. 
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On the 18th of June, Mr. Austin wrote from New 
Orleans to Gen. Houston: 

" I shall do all I can to procure the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, on just and fair princi
ples The first step is a recognition of our 

independence; that done, the way is clear and open. 
If official reports in manuscript of all the principal 
facts in regard to the political and military state of 
things in Texas had been sent by the executive govern
ment of Texas to their agents at Washington, I could 
now have had the recognition of our independence to 
take home. Nothing but the want of such official docu

ments was wanted when I left Washington. I believe 
that a report from you, signed by yourself, would have 
been fully sufficient. There w êre no accounts of the 
battle of San Jacinto, except those in the newspapers. 

" I am of opinion that our independence will be 
acknowledged, and that Texas wdll be admitted into 
these United States if they are regularly asked for." 

On the 18th June, the great American orator, 
Hem'y Clay, chairman of the Senate's Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported favorably to the recog
nition of the independence of Texas, so soon as it 

should appear that she had in " successful operation, a 

civil government, capable of performing and fulfilling 

the obligations of an independent power." 

Speaking of the military struggle, he said: 
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" If the contest has been unequal, it has, neverthe
less, been maintained by Texas with uncommon reso
lution, undaunted valor, and eminent success; and 
the recent splendid victory—^in which that portion of 
the Mexican army which was commanded by Gen. 
Santa Anna, the President of the Mexican Govern
ment, in person, was entirely oA'̂ erthrown with unex
ampled slaughter, compared with the inconsiderable 
loss on the other side, put to fiight and captured, in
cluding among the prisoners the President himself and 
staff—may be considered as decisive of the independ
ence of Texas." 

Mr. Clay's report was adopted, and resolutions 
passed both houses of Congress, under which Presi
dent Jackson appointed Mr. Morfit commissioner to 
visit Texas, and report on its situation, population, and 
resources. 

The Indians about this time becoming troublesome, 
the President ordered Gen. E. P. Gaines to attend to 
them. 

When informing the Mexicans of this, he said: 
" I t is my duty to preserve neutrality; and Avith 

that view I have ordered Gen. Gaines. to a position 
favorable to a speedy execution of the boimdary treaty, 
and to prevent interference with the Indians." 

When the subject of Texas was alluded to, and the 
710-prisoner policy of Santa Anna censured hy Old 
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Hickory, Gorostiza alleged that it Avas necessary to 
the consolidation of the dictator's liberal policy that 
lebel blood should be sacrificed. Jackson replied 
that it was a sacrifice of American blood. "True, 
your Excellency," said the minister, "but among the 
candidates for land, we could not discriminate." 
" Well, well," answered the President, " Santa Anna, 
and all others, Avill find such immolations very un
savory and indigestible." 

Never did the hero of Clialmette say truer words. 
Even the instruments of Santa Anna's cruelty shud
dered at the execution of his decrees. 

But Mexico still tenaciously clung to the idea of 
subjugating Texas. Filisola Avas sujoerseded by the 
conqueror of Goliad, Gen. Urrea, who concentrated 
at Matamoras, in July, 4,000 troops. 

But the poor children of Montezuma had no leader 
nor master-spirit to preside in their council. 

Their house was divided, and, in the absence of their 
President-General, one of the people published a 
pamphlet, entitled. THE TRIAL OF SANTA ANNA, iu 
which that distinguished individual is thus truthfully 
described: 

" Don Antonio, like Icarus, in attempting to soar 
too high, Avas precipitated into the abyss below. We 
Avould ask, who is this protector of religion? A man 
loaded Avith vice in all its forms. The particular 
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attribute of religion is charity; it knows not hoAv to 
cause evil or pain to any one. NeA'ertheless, Don An
tonio has shown himself vicious by instinct! He rose 
successively against Iturbide, Victoria, Bustamente, 
and Gomez Farias: no coraraotion occurred in which 
he did not take an active part. His aira was ahvays 
disorder, and for no other purpose than the satisfac
tion of disturbing the public tranquillity. We have 
seen hira at one time for the Yorkists, and at another 
for the Scotch. . . . The pretensions of this monster 
have caused the death of many citizens at Vera Cruz, 
Tolome, Oajaca, El Palmar, Puebla, Posados, Casa 
Blanca, Otumba, Queretaro, Guanajuato, San Luis, 
Los Carmelos, Zacatecas, etc. At the time of the 
presumptuous campaign of Tampico, he put to death, 
without any cause, a number of Mexicans; and now, 
in Texas, he has given cause to horrible reprisals by his 
inhuman conduct. If it AÂere possible to pile one upon 
the other the bodies of the dead Avhose untimely end 
has been promoted by Gen. Santa Anna, they would 
doubtless form a mountain higher than that of Popo
catepetl !—and Ave would say to his flatterers, ^Behold, 

a monument erected to humanity eind the protector of 

religion !'" 

But bad as he was, Urrea and his Mexicans could 
do nothing Avithout him. 

Accordim^: to Yoakum: 
14^ 



3 2 2 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

" Gen. Austin returned to Texas in the first daA's of 
July, and A'isited Santa Anna in Columbia (\A'hither 
the latter had been taken). The prisoner now made 
another effort toAvard an adjustment of the difficulties 
between the two countries. He proposed to Austin 
the friendly mediation of the Government of the 
United States, and, Avith that view, addressed a letter 
to President Jackson. In this communication, after 
giving a pretty correct sketch of recent events, he 
stated that the home government of Mexico, not 
understanding matters, had displaced Filisola, and 
appointed Urrea to the command of the army, Avho 
had advanced, as was understood, as far as the Nueces, 
which had increased the excitement of the public mind 
in Texas, and the chance of further bloodshed, unless 
some powerful hand would interpose and cause the 
voice of reason to be heard; that in his opinion 
Jackson was the only man AÂho could do good to 
huraanity by acting as mediator in having the treaties 
carried out. He accordingly called upon him to act as 
such. At the same time he Avrote a letter to Urrea, and 
gave it as his opinion that the Avar should at once 
cease, and that the existing differences should be ŝ -t-
tied by diplomacy; that Urrea should halt at some con
venient place, and proceed no farther; " and then," con
tinued Santa Anna," I have not the least doubt that :-o 
soon as you officially say to the Texan commander that. 
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' SO soon as ray person will be in absolute liberty to join 
you, then you will retreat beyond the Rio Grande, 
and cease hostilities,' I shall effect my departure to 
join you, and proceed on my way to the capital." He 
further stated to Urrea that he need not regard the 
orders sent from Mexico; for that, as soon as he re
ceived his liberty and reached the capital, he would 
hold him harmless. 

However, the Mexican Government had alreadv 
notified the United States that the functions of their 
President-General Avere suspended, but President 
Jackson wrote to Santa Anna, that he very much de
sired peace betvA'een Mexico and Texas, and Avhen 
Mexico desired it, the good offices of the United 
States should be devoted to a restoration of it. 

In July, the array of Texas had increased to 2,300 
soldiers, Avho were anxious for battle and burning for 
distinction. 

They had come to gain glory and renown, as the 
poet hath i t : 

*' Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 

Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel, 

Seeking the bubble reputation 

Even in the cannon's mouth." 

They had come for business, but there was nothing 

to do. 
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The army was 

" As idle as a painted ship 

Upon a painted ocean." 

However, President Burnet, seeing their want of 
business, sent them a nut to crack. 

About the 1st of July, 1836, he appointed Gen. 
Mirabeau B. Lamar, then Secretary of War, Major-
General of the army, and his arrival at head-quarters, 
and introduction to office is thus described by Gen. 
Felix Houston: 

" I arrived at the army on the 4th of July. I had 
no acquaintance A\dth General Rusk, or any of the 
officers, except Adjutant-General Smith, Colonel Mil
lard, and Captains Millroy and Wiggington, all of 
whom I had known but a day or two. I mention 
this to show that I was detached from the intrigues 
of the army, even were I capable of entering into the 
disgraceful contests for office, which are so often the 
bane of order and discipline. 

" A fCAV hours after my arrival I was waited on by 
an officer, AA'ho requested me to act as chairman of a 
meeting of officers convened for the purpose of de
termining on the reception of General Lamar. I ac
cepted the appointment. At the meeting many sug
gestions were raade, and I obtained ranch information 
that was UCAV to me. All present appeared to esti-
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mate General Lamar highly, but Avere disposed to re
ject hira as commander-in-chief, upon the grounds that 
the Cabinet had no right to supersede General Sam 
Houston, and because they Avould not consent to the 
destruction of General Rusk, which they deemed to 
be the oljject of the Cabinet in making the appoint
ment. Seeing the disposition of the officers, and hav
ing a high opinion of General Lamar from character, 
T suggested the propriety of appointing a committee 
to draft resolutions, as respectful as possible to him. 
The suggestion Avas adopted, and I Avas added to the 
committee. When the comraittee met, I exerted my 
influence to have the resolutions so draAvn that Gen
eral Lamar's feelings should not be w^ounded; that 
he should see that the objections to his appointment 
were not personal to him, but that, on the contrary, 
all the officers esteemed him highly. The committee 
adopted ray plan General Rusk had no con
nection AA'hatever with the meeting or resolutions.* 

" When I ascertained that General Lamar Avas ap
proaching the camp, I sent tAVo officers to wait on 

* " Resolved, That this meeting highly appreciate the gallantry and worth 

of General Lamar, and will be at all times ready to receive him with the 

cordiality and respect due to his personal and military acquirements. 

^'•Resolved, That Colonel B. F. Smith and Colonel H. Millard be appointed 

a committee to wait on General Lemar, and tender him the respects of thia 

meeting, and inform him that there being some question of the propriety 



3 2 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

him with the resolutions. Previous to their starting, 
General Rusk had ordered the usual salutes to be 
fired for his recej)tion. On their returning and in
forming rae that General Lamar acceded to the pro
position, I countermanded the order for firing the 
salutes, without consulting General Rusk. When 
General Lamar arrived in camp, he was cordially re
ceived ; and I hoped he would consult with the offi
cers, and that the matter might be amicably settled : 
but I soon understood that he determined to lay the 
subject of his reception before the Avhole army, and 
take their vote. Accordingly, at his request, the 
army were paraded in the evening by General Rusk. 
A'ter the square was formed. General Rusk presented 
him to the army in almost these Avords: " Fellow-
soldiers, I have the honor to present to you Major-
General Laraar, appointed by the Cabinet." General 
Lamar then addressed the army, and recounted his 
deeds in a glowing form. He stated that he had 
fought in the ranks, etc.; that he was about returning 
to the United States Avhen the late UCAVS of the re
turning enemy—the Mexicans—reached'hira; that he 

of his appointment by tbe President as major-general of the Texan army, by 

which he is directed to assume the chief command of the army, he is re

quested by the oflficera present not to act in his official capacity of major-

general untn the subject may be more maturely considered by the meeting 

of the officers of the army." 
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immediately determined to return to the army, when 
the Cabinet, unsolicited by him, had conferred on hira 
the office of coramanderdn-chief; that, on his arrival 
in carap, he had learned that there Avere sorae objec
tions, by sorae of the array, to his appointment; that 
he was not ambitious of the office—he did not desire 
to wear tinsel on his shoulders; that the voice of 
man made generals, but God made heroes, etc. And 
he repeatedly stated that if his appointment was not 
acceptable to the army, he would cheerfully go into 
the ranks and fight by their sides, and lead the van 
to victory, guided by the flash of his sword. 

" From some remarks made b}^ General Lamar, 
General Green appeared to think that some allusion 
was made to him ! and he addressed the army in a 
short manner, stating that he thought that General 
Sam Llouston Avas the proper commanderdn-chief; 
and he said something about the impropriety of the 
Cabinet making the appointment over the head of 
General Rusk, who had the confidence of the army 
and the people. General Lamar replied, in an excited 
manner, that he did not disclaim the desire of being 
commander-in-chief; and made some remarks about 
some letters of General Rusk to the Cabinet, request
ing a major-general to be appointed. 

" After General Lamar concluded. General Rusk 
addressed the meeting, and complained that, Avhen 
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the army Avas reduced to 300 or 400 men, Avhen 
it Avas dispirited by the loathsome office of gab 
lanting a defeated enemy from the country, etc., he 
had Avritten to the President, advising the appoint
ment of a major-general, that the army should be in
creased, as the Mexicans were retiring, induced by 
their j^ay, and that the war was not at an end, etc. 
He said that his expectation then was to visit his 
family and to attend to his private affairs ; but that, 
Avhen the enemy were expected to return in force, 
when the army was increasing rapidly, and when it 
would be disgraceful for hira to adandon his post, 
his letters, Avritten under different circumstances, Avere 
used as the pretext for making the appointment, 
etc. 

"After these speeches, there Avere a great many 
calls by the troops—a few ' Lamar !' a number 
' Busk ! ' and a great number ' Houston !' Some fCAV 

called out peirticularly for rae. I advanced, and 
stated that I Avas aAvare that the great raass of the 
calls for ' Ilottston ' Avere intended for Sam Houston, 
the true ' commander-in-chief;' that I had no preten
sions to the comraand, and, in a jocund manner, ob
served that the only gauntlet thrown Avhicli I would 
take up Avas the remark of one of the generals, that 
he Avould lead the van—that, so long as my name was 
Felix Houston, I would lead the van. 
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"Thus ended the speeches. After a little delay 
and some confusion, I applied to General Lamar, and 
asked him hoAV he would have the question put; and 
told him I would put it to the army as he desired. 
He then stated the question, ' Were the army willing 
to receive him as commander-in-chief ?' I ordered 
silence, and stationed tAvo officers for the voters to 
form on, and put the question in these Avords: ' Those 
who are in favor of receiving General Lamar as com
mander-in-chief of the army Avill form on Major 
Ward, stationed on my right; and those opposed to 
receiving General Lamar as commander-in-chief of the 
army AA'IU form on Colonel Morehouse, stationed on 
my left.' When I stated the question, Major Handy, 
acting; as aide to General Lamar, observed that he did 
not think the question Avas stated as General Lamar 
desired. I requested him to see General Laraar. He 
did so, and said that I was right. At that time 
another gentleman rode up, and said to me that Gen
eral Lamar did not knoAV Avhether it was understood 
in his speech that he would only hold the appoint
ment temporarily, until the arrival of General Sam 
Houston, and AAdshed I would so state, AA'hich I did, 
turning to the different parts of the army, repeating 
his request, and the question, and asking if they all 
understood me. I then gave the word ^ March !"* 

The tellers whom I had appointed reported 179 votes 
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for General Lamar; and as there appeared about 
1,500 votes against him, I stated it Avas not Avorth 
Avhile to count them. 

" On the next day I Avas informed Lamar intended 
to insist on the comraand. I Availed on hira, in com
pany Avith General Green. In the course of the con-
A'ersation, General Lamar stated that General Sam 
Houston, by leaA'ing Texas, had forfeited his station 
as commanderdn-chief. General Green stated that he 
understood that he Avas absent on a furlough for 
three raonths. General Laraar said he Avas not aAA'are 
of such being the case; and if so, he Avould have 
known it, as he Avas Secretary of War Avhen General 
Sam Houston left. During the next day I under
stood that General Laraar had commenced acting: as 
comraander-in-chief, and had signed a furlough under 
that title. The carap was in great agitation: many 
persons commenced leaving it. I felt great uneasi
ness, and expressed a fear that serious difficulties 
might take place. This state of affairs lasted till 
General Lamar had a raeeting of the officers called. 
He addressed thera, and I understood hira to refer it 
to them whether he should resign or not. After a 
pause, and sorae remarks of General Green and Major 
Miller, he sio:nified his intention to retire. On the 
next day he left the army." 

It can be readily imagined that such scenes as this 
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should cause men of genius, learning, and honor to 
despair of Texas and to withdraw from her army, for 
they had been taught in their youth: 

" Fling away ambition ! 

By that sin f eU the angels— 

Love thyself last 1 

Still in thy right hand carry gentle peace, 

To silence envious tongues : be just and fear not. 

Let aU the ends tlum aim'st at be thy country^ 

Thy God's, and truth's ! " 
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CHAPTER XIL 

• Mexicans threaten Invasion.—-The project of invading Mexico.—Houston 
opposes it.— Îs elected President.—Santa Anna liberated and sent to 
Washington, D.C., and thence to Mexico,—His two letters.—Charles 
Compte de Farnesfe, and his plan.—Poverty of Texas.—^Scrip and Im
pressment.—Gov. McDuffie on Texas.—The President's Message-
Death of Zavala and Austin. 

n n H E Mexican army remained inactive in Mata-
- ^ moras for months. Urrea was not supplied 

with the necessary appliances and means for the sub
jugation of Texas, so he moved not, while his com-
maflder-in-chief, General BraA'-o, at San Luis Potosi, by 
proclamation, thus abused the abominable Texans: 

" Since the grand work of our independence was 
achieved," said the general, " our country never called 
upon its worthy sons in defence of a more sacred 

i cause, nor |o sustain a more just war. In that Texas, | 
where there should only be found people friendly to 
the* Mexicans, and grateful for the generous hospi-1 
tality granted to them, you but meet with hordes of 
insolent adventurers, w^ho, when our usurped lands 
are claimed from them, answer by raising the savage \ 

cry of war. A trifling success, which must be attrib
uted to the contempt with which they were looked | 
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upon, and by no means to their own prowess, has 
filled them with vainglory." 

The Mexicans not coming to Texas, it was proposed 
in the Texan array for the Texans to go to Mexico, 
but this Avas opposed by General Houston, AVIIO, in 
Jul}', returned frora NCAV Orleans to Nacogdoches, to 
Avhich place Gen. E. P. Gaines had ordered Col. 
Whistler with a portion of his regiment (including 
Lieut. R. E. Lee, afterAvards distinguished as the 
great Confederate General), in order to look after the 
Indians. 

Gen. Gaines was a friend of Texas, and not only by 
tvords, but in writing to that gentleman thus approved 
the policy of Gen. Houston: 

" Your views, urging the propriety of concentration 
Avithin supporting distance of the settled parts of 
Texas, and pointing out the inevitable and Avorse than 
useless risk of operations upon Matamoras, or upon 
any other part of your western frontier, without a 
superiority of naval force, cA'ince an extent and a 
justness of reflection, comprehension, forecast, and 
military mind, which, if sustained, cannot but in
sure triumph—complete triumph—to the cause of 
Texas." 

So the projected invasion of Mexico fell through ; 
in the meauAvhile the army took up the case of the 
President-General, who, in July, through the assistance 
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of BartholomcAV Pages instigated by the Mexican con
sul at New Orleans, had attempted to escape. 

A majority of the army favored his trial by a court-
martial, and CA'en sent after the august criminal to i)ut 
him on trial, but when the officer and his company 
sent after him ari'ived at Columbia, Avhither Santa i 

Anna had been removed from Velasco, he met the 
written protest of Gen. Houston. 

Yoakum says: " The protest only reached Captain 
Patton, AA ho had the captive in charge, in time to 
prevent his removaL Captain J. H. Sheppard, the 
bearer of the document, says the pleasant change of 
affairs filled Santa Anna with joy, and he embraced 
him as one Avho had saved his life." 

Hearing of this affair, President Jackson, on the 4th 
of September, wrote to Gen. Houston: " I take the lib
erty of offering a remark or two upon a report which 
is current here, that Santa Anna is to be brought 
before a military court, to be tried and shot. Nothing 
now could tarnish the character of Texas more than 
such an act as this. Sound policy as Avell as humanity 
approved of the counsels Avhich spared him his life. 
It gave possession of Goliad and the Alamo Avithout 
blood, or the loss of any portion of your army. His 
person is still of much consequence to you. He is the 
pride of Mexican soldiers, and the favorite of the 
priesthood. While he is in your power, the difficulties 
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of your enemy in raising another array will continue 
to be great. The soldiers of ]Mexico Avill not Avillingly 
march into Texas Avhen they knoAV that their advance 
may cost their faA'oiite general his life. Let not his 
blood be died, unless imperious necessity demands it 
as a retaliation for future oMexican massacres. Both 
wisdom and humanity enjoin this course in relation to 
Santa Anna." 

Gen. Gaines, Avhose big heart was enthused in the 
cause of Texas, had, on the 3d of August, more than 
a month anterior, Avritten to Gen. Houston as folloAvs : 

" No inconsiderable portion of your fame, resulting 
from your late campaign, the great victory of San 
Jacinto, will be found in the magnanimity and moral 
courage displayed by you in preserving the lives of 
your prisoners, and more especially the life of Presi
dent Santa Anna, when taken in connection with the 
great provocation given in his previous conduct at the 
Alamo and at Goliad. The Government and infant 
Republic of Texas will derive imperishable fame from 
their and your forbearance and humanity in this case. 
All civilized and enlightened men, in all tirae and 
geographical space, will unite in filling the measure 
of glory and honor due for such magnanimity, for
bearance, and humanity." 

On the 23d of July, 1836, an election AÂas ordered 
by the Provisional Government, to take place on the 
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first Monday of Septemljer, in all the counties of the 
Republic, for President, Vice-President, and members 
of Congress, under the neiv Constitution, and the 
Government elected AÂere ordered to meet on the first 
Monday in October for inauguration at Columbia. 

Ex-Governor Smith, Gens. Lamar, Austin, and 
Houston Avei'e candidates. 

The latter thus explains why he became a candi
date : " After the capture of Santa Anna," says he, 
" I was compelled to go to New Orleans, in the 
month of May, for surgical as Avell as medical aid. 
On my arrival, I met a number of Texans there, and 
they requested me to become a candidate for the 
presidency. This I positively refused to do. From 
that time up to within fourteen da}"s of the election^ / 
I refused to let my name be used, nor would I, if ,' 
elected, consent to serve in the office. General Austin 
and Governor Sraith AÂere the candidates, and with 
these gentlemen my relations were most kind. It Avas 
not a desire to obtain the office of president which 
ultimately caused me to let my name be used; but 
there were tAvo parties in Texas, AA'hich Avere knoAvn 
as the ''Austin' and ''Wharton' parties. I intend no 
disparagement to either of the distinguished gentle
men or either of their friends, but it is necessary thus 
to describe the condition of the political elements 
then in Texas. Governor Smith Avas the ostensible 
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head of the ' Wharton ' party. So far as I could 
judge, the parties were pretty e([ually balanced. In 
this posture of affairs, I Avas firmly impressed Avitii a 
belief that, if either of the gentlemen should be 
elected, it would be next to irapossible to organize and 
sustain a government; as, Avhoever he might be, he 
would be compelled to fill all the offices Avith his own 
friends, and those of opposite feelings Avould, of 
course, oppose the administration, AA'hich, in the then 
condition of the country, could only be sustained by 
the united efforts of the community. Not being 
identified with either of the parties, I believed I 
would be enabled so to consolidate the influence of 
both, by harmonizing them, as to form an administra
tion which would triumph over all the difficulties 
attendant upon the outset of the constitutional Gov
ernment of Texas." 

Gens. Houston and Laraar Avere elected President 
and Vice-President of the Republic, and were in
stalled into office on the 22d of October, 1836, the 
Congress, however, had asserabled on the 3d of the 
sarae month. 

They both made appropriate inaugural addresses to 

the Congress, for they were both excellent speakers. 
In learning no doubt Gen. Lamar Avas greatly Gen. 
Houston's superior, but in personal appearance, grace, 

and dignity of manners Avhich tend powerfully ad 
15 
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captandum vulgus, Gen. Houston greatly excelled 
Lamar. 

He delivered his inaugural with his sword on, but 
at its close he took it off and with memorable so
lemnity, handed it to the Speaker, saying: " It now 
becomes my duty to make a presentation of this 
sword, the emblem of my past office. I have worn it 
with some hurable pretensions in defence of my 
country; and should the danger of my countiy again 
call for my services, I expect to resume it, and re
spond to that call, if needful, with my blood and my 
life." 

Stephen F. Austin was appointed Secretary of State; 
Henry Sraith, Treasurer; Gen. Rusk Avas taken into 
the new Cabinet; and Felix Huston succeeded to the 
coraraand of the army. 

And thus Texas began to figure as a State—not of 
the Mexican Union, but as one of the nations of the 
earth. 

Soon the old municipalities were organized into 
Counties and Precincts. District Courts, County 
Courts, and Justices' Courts were established. Judges, 
sheriffs, justices of the peace, and constables succeeded 
the political chiefs, alcaldes, commeindantes, etc., of 
the olden tirae, Avhile the common law of England 
was adopted as the law of the land in all criminal 
cases, and partially in civil proceedings. 
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The old town of Viesca was renamed Milam, 

Houston Avas founded, and the steamers of Charles 
i\Iorgan made regular trips from New Orleans to the 
Texas ports. 

But the President-General still lingered in durance 
vile, yet cheered Avith the hope of once more reveling 
in the far-distant HALLS OF MONTEZU^AIA. Soon after 
handing the Speaker of the House his sabre, as before 
stated. President Houston visited the self-styled 
Napoleon of the West in his prison at Oreizimha, and 
consoled him in his sore distress, no doubt promising, 
so soon as the troubled Avaters subsided, to rescue him 
from those barbarians AA'ho sought his blood, as the 
only worthy sacrifice they could make to the manes 

of the immortal heroes of the Alamo, and the loved 
but lost at Goliad. 

What transpired between " the hero of San Ja

cinto " and " the Napoleon of the West" is not left to 
conjecture, and as it is good evidence to couAdct the 
wily Mexican of using more highly wrought and deli
cately polished hyperboles than that gay and festive 

but reverend gentleman, H. W. B , a letter 
written by Gen. Santa Anna on the eve of his libera
tion to President Houston is here inserted : 
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[TRANSLATION.] 

"ORAZIMBA, November 5,1836. 

" To His Fxcellency General SAAI HOUSTON. 

" MY ESTEEMED SIR : Through the channel of your 
commissioners, and by my conversation Avith you on 
the 2d instant, I have manifested to you the import
ance of my visit to Washington City, to adopt the 
most effectual mode of terminating the Texan ques
tion ; and, as time is passing, Avithout any definite 
action, when it is most precious, I am desirous that 
you, AA'ho are so deeply interested in the welfare of 
this country, should expedite the final determina
tion of this question—using, if you should deem it 
advisable, the following reasons . 

"When the treaty of the 14th of May was entered 
into, it Avas based upon the principle that Texas 
should form an independent nation, and should ac
quire a legal existence by raeans of the acknowledg
ment of Mexico. But, as that basis has been changed 
by the I'ecent declaration of the people of Texas in 
faA'or of annexation to the United States of the North, 
it appears to me that, by this declaration, the question 
is much simplified; because, in future, it will apper
tain to the Cabinet at Washington to regulate this 
matter, aud \vith Avliom Mexico will not hesitate to 
enter into explanations, as a definite treaty is desired. 

" The mode of effecting this important object, Avith-

file:///vith
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out loss of time, is what I hope to attain by my con
ference Avith the CalDinet at Washington, at the same 
time conciliating all interests. Convinced as I am 
that Texas Avill never I'eunite Avith Mexico, I am de
sirous, on my part, to improve the advantages Avhich 
may offer, and avoid the sacrifices Avhich Avill occur 
should an imprudent attempt be made to reconquer 
this country, Avhich has hitherto proved more detri
mental than beneficial: consequently reducing the 
Texan question to this single point—tJie regidation of 

the limits between the United States eind Mexico, 

Avhich, you are aware, has been pending many years, 
and may be fixed at the Nueces, del Norte, or any 
other boundary, as may be decided on at Washington. 
Thus, disagreeable discussions, Avliich might delay the 
definite termination of this question, or cause a differ
ence betAveen tAvo friendly nations Avill be avoided. 

" This, in substance, is a plain, safe, and speedy mode 
of terminating this important matter; and, as all are 
interested, it becomes necessary that you facilitate my 
journey to Washington Avith the least possible delay. 

" In regard to the stipulation in the secret treaty, 
that my journey should be direct to Vera Cruz, there 
A\ ill be no surprise AA'hen the reasons Avhy I first go to 
Washington City are known; and, should I be sent 
the latter route, I would like that Messrs. Hockley, 
Patton, and Bee, shoidd accompany me. Should it 
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meet your approbation, you can commission them for 
that purpose. 

" I conclude by repeating to you AA'hat I have said, 
both A^erbally and in Avriting—that my name, already 
knoAvn to the world, shall not be tarnished by any 
unworthy action. Gratitude is my characteristic : so 
you will have nothing, on your part, to repent. To 
you I OAve my existence,, and many favors of AA'hich I 
am deeply impressed; and these I will endeavor to 
reciprocate as they so justly deserve. 

" I have the honor to remain 

" Your most obedient servant, 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

"P.S.—If you have no use for General Jack
son's letter, I will thank you to return it by Major 
Patton. 

"L . DE Ŝ -̂ ANNA." 

Messrs. Hockley, Patton, and Bee, did accompany 
Santa Anna to Washington City, AA'here they arrived 
on the 17th of January, 1837. 

President Jackson received the President-General 
kindly, dined hira, and had several priA'ate interviews 
Avith him, and after nine days' entertainment sent him 
home by a ship of Avar, the Pioneer. 

Upon arriving in Mexico on the 20th of February, 
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1837, Santa Anna forthA\dth wrote to the Minister of 

War, thus: 

" The pleasure I feel in again treading upon my 

native land, after the raany outrages and tribulations 
I have endured; that pleasure, I say, was consider
ably diminished Avhen I was informed that there Avere 
some indlAdduals believing my disgrace Avas so much 
the greater because I had betrayed my country and 
compromised her independence. What ! betray an 
object so dear to my heart? I Avho have so often 
fought to preserve her inviolable ! Would it not be 
better that I should perish in the midst of my enemies 
than that I should be the mark of so serious and unjust 
an accusation coming from my own felloAV-country-
men ? In this case, as well as in many others, I haA'e 
been the victim of calumny, and, in order to pdace my
self beyond the poAver of those charges, I should pro
test to your Excellency, and in the face of the entire 
Avorld, that I ol)tained ray liberty without subscribing 
to any conditions AA'hatever; that either before or 
since that conjuncture I have not raade Avith any one, 
let him be Avho he raay, any contract that might bring 
reproach upon the national independence or honor, or 
place in jeopardy the integrity of the territory ; that 
I accordingly could have given no guarantees AA'hat
ever to any individual or government relative to those 
pretended stipulations; and before consenting, either 
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willingly or through force, to any such conditions, I 

would have suffered a thousand deaths before subscrib

ing to such terms. 

" Your Excellency will be pleased to make knoAvn 
all these facts to the President ad interim, and to fe
licitate him on account of the peace which reigns 
throughout the republic, under the auspices of the. 
new fundamental laws Avhich the nation has enacted 
through the mediura of their representatives." 

The first letter to Gen. Houston contradicts this to 
the Mexican Minister at War. 

But he says: " The pleasure I feel in again treading 

upon my native land." Was this pleasure feigned ? 
Could one so cruel feel the divine inspiration of pa
triotism ? Don Antonio has the benefit of a doubt, 
for the poet hath asked: 

" Breathes there the man with soul so dead. 
Who never to himself hath said. 

This is my own, my native land !— 
AVhose heart had ne'er within him burned, 
As home his footsteps he had turned, 

From wandering on a foreign strand ? " 

Let US hope that his early education in Popeiy, 
priestcraft, and bull-fighting had not entirely effaced 
the love of country from his heart, and that this self-
styled Napoleon could possi])ly appreciate the senti
ment of the Emperor when he exjiressed the desire 
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to be buried, on the bankR of tlie Seine, in the midst of 

the French people whom he loved so well. 

There lives in St. Louis a beneficent, magneinimous 

old gentleman named Henry SliaAv, Avho has planted 

a most lovely and beautiful GARDEN for the enjoy

ment of the public, Avhich he has endoAved and con

veyed to trustees, so as to have it kept in good order 

perpetually. 

Henry ShaAA''s greatest delight consists in making 

others happy, while Santa Anna's seems to consist in 

making others unhappy ! 

NOAV, Avhen the dark-Avinged angel of Death comes 

for Don Antonio and Henry ShaAv, which one Avill 

most dread, and be best prepared to enter 

" The undiscovered country, from whose bourn 

No traveller returns" ? 

The great Julian in his dying moments said: 

" Friends and fellOAV-soldiers, the seasonable period 

of my departure is UOAV arrived, and I discharge, Avith 

the cheerfulness of a ready debtor, the demands of 

nature. I have learned from philosophy hoAV much 

tlie s(̂ ul is more excellent than the body; and that 

the separation of the nobler substance should be the 

subject of joy, rather than of affliction. I have leai'ued 

from religion that an early death has often been the 

rcAvard of piety ; and I accept as a favor of the gods, 
15* 
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the mortal stroke that secures me from the danger of 
disgracing a character, which has hitherto been sup
ported by virtue and fortitude. 

" I die without remorse, as I have liA êd without 
guilt. I am pleased to reflect on the innocence of my 
private life; and I can affirm with confidence that the 
Supreme Authority, that emanation of the Divine 
Power, has been preserved in my hands pure and im
maculate. 

" Detesting the corrupt and destructive maxims of 
despotism, I have considered the happiness of the peo
ple as the end of government. Submitting my actions 
to the laws of prudence, of justice, and of moderation, 
I have trusted the event to the care of Providence." 

I t Avill be well for the present and future rulers of 
Texas to remember the noble Roman's dying words,' 
and in their hands preserve the supreme authority 
pure and immaculate ! 

In the first year of President Houston's administra
tion, the following letter was presented to OLD SAM 
(as he was and is familiarly called in Texas), by 
Charles Compte de Farnese: 

"VELASCO, Judy 11,1837. 

" To His Excellency SAM HOUSTON : 

" DEAR SIR : This will be presented to you by the 
Count Earnest. His object in visiting this republic 
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* is to offer his fortune and personal influence to the 
glorious Texan cause. His views are extensive, and, 
if fully consummated, will, no doubt, be of infinite 
service to this republic. They have been fully ex
plained to Dr. Archer, General Green, and other in
fluential gentlemen here, all of whom think highly 
of them. The count is, no doubt, a gentleman of 
high literary attainments, and seems to have his 
heart much set on the establishment of institutions 
of learning in this country. The proposition he 
makes, of opening at once (after seeing and consult
ing Avith you) a correspondence with the court of 
Rome, for the purpose of having established in this 
republic an independent bishopric, if successful, can
not fail to be productive of the most beneficial 

effects. I t will not only place the Catholic citizens 
of this republic in a very different attitude, but Avill 
induce tens of thousands of other Catholics to emi
grate to the country 

" Very sincerely yours, 

" JOHN C. WILLIAMS." 

'The count then represented to the President," 
says Yoakum, that, " having heard in Europe of the 
conquest of Texas, he had abandoned his country 
(Avhere he enjoyed a fine fortune, Avas allied to sev
eral European courts, and had the prospect of a 
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brilliant career), to offer his services and fortune to 
Texas." After sorae prelirainary remarks in re
lation to the protection given by European monarchs 
to religion, and the human heart and mind " Avhich 
require to be cultivated like a young plant," he sub
mitted to the President his "plan," Avhich Avas, to 
treat, through his means, should the President think 
him AVorthy, Avith the court of Rome: 

" 1 . To raise all Texas to an archbishopric. This 
step is the sure means of making peace Avith Mexico 
through the influence of the Roman court; it Avill 
break all communication with the Bishop of Monte
rey, under whose jurisdiction are the Catholics of 
Texas, and Avill remove all difficulty with other 
courts in acknowledging the independence of Texas."* 

" 6. To accord gratuitously, in all the cities and 
villages of Texas, a convenient place to build a 
church, house for curate, and school. 

" 7. In order that the archbishop, clergy, masters 
and mistresses of schools, may not become charge
able to government, to accord to thera, without dis
tinction, in their respective parishes, or the nearest 
district, twelve hundred and eighty acres of land." 

" 9. The churches, houses of clergy and schools 
Avill be built by the means of the church: conse
quently, the government Avill not have the poAver to 

'* 2, 3, 4, and 5, details as to archbishopric. 
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employ them for any other purpose, Avithout the con
sent of the HOLY SEE. 

" 10. The religion Catholic Apostolic and ROMAN 

Avill be alloAved to exercise freely her functions in all 
parts of Texas. 

" 11. She will enjoy the protection of gOA'emment. 
" 12. She Avill observe strictly the rites and canons 

ROMAN." 

What Old Sam said to Count Farnese, the Lieuten

ant (Yoakum was 1st Lieutenant in Jack Hay's fa
mous regiment of Texas Rangers) does not tell; but 
as he Avas raised up in Tennessee, had read " Fox's 
Martyrs," and had seen pictures in his boyhood " of 
the burning of Latimer and Ridley^ John Rogers 
with nine children, and one at the breast,"—in the 
reign of Bloody Queen Mary, and had heard Popery 
denounced from his youth up, as having converted 
the noble Romans of the time of Cicero, Horace, Vir
gil and Caesar into the poor, degraded macaroni, laz
zaroni Italians of the present day—(may God aid 
them in their present struggle!)—it is presumable 
that, desiring the advancement, progress, and develop
ment of Texas, rather than its decline and fall, he re
jected the magnificent offers of the Compte de 
Farnese. 

What a noble man the count must have been to 

come so far from his lazzaroni home to found institu-
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tions of Popery and superstition in Texas, in order to 
teach the children of the heroes of San Jacinto the 
facilis descen.^us travelled by the Cincinnatti, the 
Fabii, the Catos and Scipios of ancient Rome, to be
come the Borgias, Pios, Cencis, and poor miserable 

beggars of modern Italy ! 

But Pi'esident Houston had other things than the 
establishment of Catholicism in Texas to attend to 
after he took the helm of state into his hands. Texas 
w âs not only devastated and poor, but in debt a 
million and a quarter of dollars, Avith a large army 
and without credit. 

Five millions of dollars were voted to the govern
ment by the Congress, but this five millions was in 
scrij), and the scrip Avas hardly worth the paper it 
Avas Avritten upon. Nobody Avould buy the scrip, so 
impressments were resorted to in order to keep things 
moving. 

Even their friends in the United States turned 
against them. " Governor McDuffie, of South Caro
lina," says Kennedy, "in December, 1836, sent a mes
sage to the Legislature of the State, disapproving of 
the Texan revolution—enforcing the obligations of 
strict neutrality—deprecating recognition—and stat
ing that, ' under whatcA^er circumstances of adventure, 
speculation, honor, or infamy the insurgents of Texas 
had emigrated to that country, they had forfeited all 
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claim to fraternal regard:" they having " left a land 
of freedom for a land of despotism, with their eyes 
open, deserved their destiny." Leading men in NCAV 

York and Massachusetts coincided Avith GOA-. McDuf
fie, and even the President of the United States in his 
^Message to Congress on December 6th, 1836, says: 

" The known desire of the Texeins to become a peirt 

of our system, although its gratificeition elepends upon 

the reconcilement of various confiicting interests, 

necessarily a work of time, and uncertain in itself, 

is calculated to expose our conduct to misconstruction 

in the eyes of the world. You Avill perceive by the 
accompanying documents that the extraordinary mis
sion from Mexico has been terminated, on the sole 
grounds that the obligations of this goA'ernment to 
itself and Mexico, under treaty stipulations, have 
compelled me to trust a discretionary authority to a 
high officer of our arrny, to advance into territory 
claimed as part of Texas, if necessary to protect our 
oAvn or the neighboring frontier from Indian depre
dations. In the opinion of the ^Mexican functionary 
Avho has just left us, the honor of his country AAdll be 
Avounded by American soldiers entering, AAdth the 
most amicable avoAved purposes, upon ground from 
Avhich the folloAvers of his government haA ê been ex
pelled, and over Avhich there is at present no certainty 
of a serious effort on its part being made to re-estal)-
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lish dominion. The departure of this minister Avas 
the more singular as he Avas apprised that the suffi
ciency of the causes assigned for the advance of our 
troojDS by the commanding general had been seriously 
doubted by me, and that there was every reason to 
suppose that the troops of the United States—their 
commander having had time to ascertain the truth or 
falsehood of the information upon AA'hich they had 
been marched to Nacogdoches—would be either there, 
in perfect accordance Avith the principles admitted to 
be just in his conference Avith the Secretary of State, 
by the Mexican minister himself, or were already 
Avithdrawn, in consequence of impressive warnings 
their comraanding officer had received from the De
partment of War. It is hoped and believed that his 
goA'ernment Avill take a more dispassionate and just 
vicAV of this subject, and not be disposed to construe 
a measure of justifiable precaution, made necessary 
by its known inability, in execution of the stipula
tions of our treaty, to act upon the frontier, into an 
encroachment upon its rights, or a stain upon its 
honor. 

" I n the meantime the ancient complaints of in
justice, made by our citizens, are disregarded, and 
ncAV causes of dissatisfaction have arisen, some of 
them of a character requiring prompt remonstrance 
and ample immediate redress. I trust, however, by 
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tempering firmness wdth courtesy, and acting AvItli 
forbearance upon every incident that has occurred, or 
that may happen, to do and obtain justice, and thus 
avoid the necessity of again bringing this subject to 
the view of Congress." 

In a subsequent part of the Message, the President 
stated, that 

" At the date of the latest intelligence from Nacoo--
doches, the troops of the United States were at that 
station, but that the officer who had succeeded Gen
eral Gaines had recently been adA'ised that, from the 
facts known at the seat of government, there Avould 
seem to be no adequate cause for any longer main
taining that position, and he was accordingly in
structed, in case the troops were not already Avith
drawn, under the discretionary powers before pos
sessed by him, to give the requisite orders for that 
purpose on the receipt of the instructions, unless he 
should then have in his possession such information 
as should satisfy him that the maintenance of the 
post Avas essential to the protection of the frontier, 
and to the due execution of treaty stipulations as ex
plained to him." * 

* The following jire the words of the treaty on which President Jack

son justified the advance of General Gaines to Nacogdoches : " I t is like

wise agreed that the two contracting parties shaU, by aU the means in their 

power, maintain peace and harmony among the several Indian nations who 
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Here was a death-blow to the fondly cherished idea 
of annexation, at least for a time, and the Lone Star 
Republic must work out its own salvation. 

To add to these misfortunes, Lorenzo de Zavala 
died on the 15th of November, and Stephen F. Austin 
on the 27th of December, 1836. 

Of the former Yoakum says: 
"His life had been eventful and useful. Provi

dence had cast his lot in a land of rcA^olutions and of 
blood, but at all times and under all circumstances he 
had been a constant and ardent lover of liberty and 
humanity. His remains lie in a free countiy, and his 
name will be remembered while that freedom en
dures." 

The death of Mr. Austin was a national calamity 
indeed, for he was a safe counsellor, of sterling integ
rity, fine intellect, and devoted to Texas. Although 
elected General by the troops it was not on the 
bloody field— 

inhabit the lands adjacent to the lines and rivers which form the boundaries 

of the two countries; and the better to obtain this object, both parties bind 

themselves expressly to restrain, by force, aU hostilities and incursions on 

the part of the Indian nations living in their respective boundaries; so that 

the United States of America will not suffer their Indians to attack the 

citizens of the" United Mexican States, nor the Mexican States the Indians 

residing within their territories to commit hostilities against the citizens of 

the United States of America, nor against the Indians residing within the 

limits of those States, in any manner whatever." 
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*' Where the battle wreck lies thickest 
And death's brief pang is quickest!" 

—it was not where the warrior hurls his death-bear
ing missiles to wound and kill his brother man—^it 
was not where men bleed and die, that Mr. Austin was 
in his proper element; but in the social circle at the 

family hearth, or on the forum, where mind meets 
mind in intellectual warfare, and by the charming, 
Avitching words of eloquence, chains the attention, 
convinces the understanding and enthuses the hearts 
of men with noble and generous impulse, that the 
amiable Austin was in his proper element. 

He could not ride with pleasure over a field of 
battle strewn with the dead and dying, nor exult in 
the moment of victory gained by the death of beloved 
friends, but the appreciative laugh or applause of 
listening friends, or a spell-bound audience of his fel
low-citizens, would cause his heart to swell and ex
pand with delight. 

" Let me be 
Great, not like Caesar, stained with blood, 
But only great as I am good! '" 

Or, " Let me 
' Scatter plenty o'er a smiling land 

And read my history in a nation's eyes,' " 

was rather his idea of excellence than 

" To wade through slaughter to a throne." 
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No one had a greater contempt for the office-seelcer 

than he, nor appreciated more fully the great Ameri
can idea, that " office should seek men, not men 

office." 
Texas has erected no monument to comraemorate 

the fame of Stephen F. Austin. Nor has she voted 
monuments to any one of her heroes, but has very 
appropriately immortalized them by naming her 
counties and cities in honor of them; wherefore, so 
long as the lovely cities of Austin, Houston, Rusk, 
Sherman, McKinney, Crockett, Seguin, Bonham, and 
the beautiful counties of Milam, Lamar, Travis, 
Bowie, Fannin, Burleson, Wharton, Smith, Karnes, 
Zavala, Waller, Diiurait, Erath, IMaverick, Chambers, 
Hunt and Ellis shall exist, so long Avill exist the fame 

of the daring men who rescued Texas frora the domi
nation of bull-fighting, prisoner-murdering, priest-rid
den Mexicans. 

While the philanthropist can but sympathize Avith 
the unfortunate children of Montezuma for their de
grading lessons and early education in scenes of blood 
and j)riestcraft, introduced by their Sj)anish conquer
ors, Avhich no doubt give a taste for shedding human 
blood, and have produced their unchristian habit of 
murdering their prisoners, their citizens and soldiers, 
and even tlieir generals aud emjjerors, he can but re
joice in the great gain to the cause of civilization and 
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human progress accomplished by the heroes of Texas, 
whose honored names and chivalrous deeds will be 
fondly cherished and gratefully remembered until 
time shall be no more. 

In the language of the poet: 

" Some, when they die, die all; their mould'ring clay 
Is but an emblem of their memories; 

The space quite closes up through which they passed; \ 
But these have lived, and leave a mark behind, ; 
To pluck the shining age from vulgar time, \ 
And give it whole to late posterity." 



CHAPTER XIII . 

Annexation and Anti-annexation.—Texas recognized by the United 

States.—Mission of Gen. Mermucan Hunt.—Annexation rejected by the 

United States.—Forsyth and Hunt.—Kennedy. 

" T T T H I L E Gov. McDuffie, Mr. J. Q. Adams, Dr. 
' ' Channing, and the Legislatures of NCAV York, 

Ohio, Massachusetts and Vermont Avere opposed to 
Texas—or rather, in favor of letting Texans loho had 

left a land of Freedom and gone to one of Despotism, 

work out tlieir own destiny, there were other gentle
men who sympathized Avith their struggling kinsmen 
in their unequal contest Avith Mexico, and wished to 
throw over them the protecting cegis of the American 
Union. 

Foremost among these Avere Gen. James Hamilton, 
Senators Preston and Calhoun, and Mr. Poinsett (for
merly United States Minister to Mexico), of South 
Carolina, and Robert J. Walker, of ^Mississippi. 

As chairman of the Senate's Committee on Foreign 
Relations, Gen. Hamilton, in a Report touching Texan 
affairs, said : 

" The sequel of this deeply interesting drama must 
be left to the disi:)ensations of a wise Providence^ 
whom we are taught to believe orders everything for 
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the best. There raay be those AA'ho suppose that it 
Avill be neither the policy of the United States to 
recognize the independence of Texas nor to admit her 
into the Union. We do not desire to anticipate the 
A'ast considerations Avhich enter into this su'oject. To 
such persons it might be said, that although both of 
these privileges might be denied, yet we cannot stiike 
Texas from the map of the physical globe, nor from 
her territorial location. There she stands, as our 
neighbor, for good or for evil, touching our frontier 
at a point of intimate community Avith our most sen
sitive interests, and alluring, by her immense and 
boundless fertility of soil, a stream of emigration 
which is destined to make her a great state in our 
confederacy or a poAverful separate empire." 

In support of his vicAvs he said to the Senators of 
South Carolina: 

" Would our refusal to recognize her independence, 
or admit her into the Union, in the language of the 1 
Report, 'strike her from the map of the physical 
globe ?' Would it curse with an irreversible sterility 
the teeming fertility of her exuberant soil ? Would 
it cover Avith a blight the cotton plant, Avhich in that 
favored countiy grows almost Avith the perennial 
magnificence of a tropical production ? Would our 
refusal check the current of her rivers in their jour
ney to the ocean, freighted with the richest staples of 
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the finest agricul cural country probably in the habit
able globe I "vVould, in one Avord, our refusal to 
receive her as a member of this confederacy check 
that disastr'jus stream of emigration that, Avithout a 
reflux, is ^r>teadily setting Avest I No, not one jot. 
Let Texas once establish her independence, and a sep
arate Republic, and throw open a series of free ports 
to the commerce of the world, and he would ask, 
Avhether the dangers of her competition would not be 
vastly augmented from the fact that, whilst her 
planters would make one-third more cotton to the 
acre than is produced on the richest Mississippi bot
tom, the exchanges on the commodities destined to 
purchase the staples of Texas, would come into 
that country burdened Avith 30 per cent, less of 
taxation ? 

" In this vicAv the subject is scarcely less important 
and interesting to the merchant and manufacturer at 
the North. For Avhat Avould become of their respec
tive trades, Avith millions of untaxed British naviga
tion croAvding the ports of Texas, and millions of 
British manufactures introduced through Texas, 
flooding the vast valley of the Mississippi? These 
momentous considerations would have, he believed, 
to be presented one day or other, and that perhaps 
not very distant, to the deliberations of the American 
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people. He trusted that their decision Avould add 
fresh stability and harmony to the Union." * 

]Mr. Poinsett, in supporting the motion, made the 
foUoAving observations: 

" Ought Ave to imitate the conduct of the members 
of the British Parliament, who condemned thera in 
unqualified terras, while they accused this govern
ment of fermenting the revolution of Texas, in order 
to acquire possession of that territory ? Mr. Ward, 
Avho took the lead in that debate in the House of 
Commons on the 5th August last, from the circum
stance of his having been the British EuA^oy in Mexi
co, asserted that the United States ' had long regarded 
Texas Avith covetous eyes, and that to obtain posses
sion of that province had been the first object of its 
policy. Now this opinion is contradicted by the fact 
that Mr. Adams might, if it had been judged expe
dient to do so by Mr. Monroe's advisers, haA'e obtained 
possession of it by treaty. There Avas no serious 
obstacle to his extending our boundary so as to 
embrace Texas, when he made the treaty of limits 
Avith Don Luis Onis. It was an error—of AAdiich he 
became afterwards fully convinced. Mr. Ward said, 
further, that he (]Mr. Poinsett) had sought, during 
their mutual residence there, to acquire Texas for his 

' Columbia Telescope of December 2l8t, 1836. 
16 
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government, and had made proposals to pm-chase the 
territory for ten millions of dollars. This, too, is a 
great mistake. He did not doubt that Mr. Ward had 
been so informed; but the intelligence he received on 
that occasion was erroneous and unfounded. The 
American Government ncA êr made any overtures to 
Mexico for the purchase of Texas through him, nor 
during his residence there. Mr. Ward insinuated that 
these negotiations were conducted through the former 
Vice-President of Texas, Don Lorenzo de Zavala, of 
Avhom he took occasion to speak disparagingly—'a 
man of talents, certainly; but totally destitute of 
principle'—Avhich simply means that he was not of 
the English party, but devotedly attached to republi
can principles—a devotion which he has displayed 
throughout all the trying scenes of the revolution in 
Mexico. In his youth he was immured four years in 
the dungeons of the castle of Ulloa, for having dared 
to raurraur against the tyranny of Spain. Upon the 
adoption of the Cojistitution in that country in 1812, 
he was liberated and sent to Madrid by his country
men, to plead for the liberties of Americans, which he 
did fearlessly and eloquently. When the revolution 
took place that separated Mexico from the mother 
country, he returned home and placed himself in the 
first rank of those who sought to give republican in
stitutions to his countiy; and when the last change 
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took place, he indignantly returned his commission of 
Minister to France to Santa Anna, and retired to his 
farm in Texas, declaring that he had received the ap-

point ment from a free government, and would not 

serve a tyrant. He said, in reply to Mr. Ward, that 

the United States had metintained a strict neutrality 

in the controversy between Mexico and Texas, and had 

acted with tlie most perfect good faith towards both 

parties. 

" From what he had seen and known of the policy 
of our government in this particular, he thought 
South Carolina might repose upon the Avisdora and 
prudence of their counsels. He presumed the same 
course would be pursued toAvards Texas that had been 
pursued towards the States of Spanish America. 
When a goA'ernment de facto existed there, capable of 
maintaining its independence, it would, he presumed, 
be recognized by this country. Such an act could not 
be regarded as a cause of war by Mexico. It had not 
so been considered by Spain; and when we recognized 
her revolted colonies, the araicable relations between 
the two countries were not interrupted If 
the annexation of Texas to these United States should 
become afterAvards a question betAveen us, and the pro
posal should come frora them, he hoped it Avoiild be 
entertained by this country fa\'orably. He believed 
that the best interests of this country would be con-
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suited by the adoption of such a measure. If the 
time of the Senate permitted, and it were a question 
fitting to be entertained here, he thought he could 
prove conclusively, that the interests of the Avhole 
Union, and especially of the South, required that 
Texas, if once separated from Mexico, should be an
nexed to these United States. 

' 'The result of the contest between Mexico and 
Texas was, as truly said in the Report, in the hands 
of Providence. He thought it too probable that the 
Texans might be driven from their homes by the over-
wdielraing forces preparing to raarch against them, but 
the Mexicans cannot keep possession of that state— 
that government cannot maintain a large standing 
army at so great a distance from the capital. They 
would be compelled to withdraAv it in a short time, 
and the Texans will reoccupy the country. To Mex
ico this is a perilous contest. Their retreating forces 
may be followed to the centre of their fertile fields. 
This danger is the more imminent as all the states 
north of Tamaulipas are essentially republican, and 
have submitted uiiAvillingly to the repeal of their free 
institutions. Whatever reverses Texas is still destined 
to undergo, if that people continue firm and united, 
they must ultimately be free." 

The vote of the United States Senate on the 
acknowledgment of the independence of Texas, was 
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taken the 1st of March, 1837. I t stood 23 to 22, and 
on the next day, upon a motion to reconsider, the vote 
was 24 to 24. On the succeeding day. President 
Jackson approved the resolution of Congress, and 
nominated Alcee Labranche as charge d'affaires to 
ihe Bepublic of Texas. 

Among the brave and daring spirits who left ease^ 
and comfort in the good old State of North Carolina, 
and came to Texas to slaughter Mexicans, and gain 
the great glory of a Lafayette or Kosciusko, was the 
celebrated Gen. Memucan Himt, familiarly styled by 
his associates Cousin Muke. 

Cousin Muke was one of those old-fashioned fellows 
who recognized no aristocracy but that of merit, and 
weighed men alone by the standard of virtue. He 
was as gentle as a lamb, but as brave as a lion. He 
brought with him an old rifie from North Carolina to 
Texas, the barrel of which became loose in the stock, 
but Cousin Muke tied a piece of twine or hickory bark 
round the stock and baiTel to keep them together, put 
a new fiint in the hammer, and when challenged one 
day for a mortal combat,* Cousin Muke took up this 
old flint and steel rifle, walked out on the field of 
honor, and with it—scorning all of Messrs. Walker 

* About this time duelling was somewhat fashionable in Texas, and Gens. 

Felix Houston and Albert Sidney Johnson fought. After five rounds, Cren. 

Johnson was sertbusly wounded. 
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and Ely's double Avater-proof percussion caps, locks, 
or metallic cartridges—shot his man. 

AVithin a fCAV Aveeks after recognition. Cousin Muke 

was introduced to the President of the United States 
by the Secretary of State, Mr. Forsyth, as Envoy Ex
traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Re
public of Texas to the United States—with the grand 
object of annexing Texas to the United States. 

Not doubting his ability to accomplish this object, 
he addressed Mr. Forsyth a long letter containing a 
history of Texas from its discovery and settlement to 
that time : its soil, climate, riches, and the reasons Avhy 
annexation should take place—that any delay might 
defeat it, as Texas was about forming treaties Avith 
foreign powers. In conclusion he said: 

" The undersigned most respectfully represents to 
the Honorable the Secretary of State, that iu this 
paper he does not presume to have presented all the 
inducements to the union of the two Republics. He 
has not thought it respectful to trespass upon the 
attention of the Honorable the Secretary of State, 
either by an extended detail of the resources of Texas, 
or of the mutual benefits involved in a treaty of an
nexation. The mineral Avealth of the country, com
prising valuable mines of silver and lead, immense 
strata of iron and coal, and salt springs in great 
abundance, has not been properly appreeiated. Nor 
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has the undersigned thought it necessary to allude to 
the immense fur trade which would be thrown into 
the lap of the enterprise of the United States by the 
annexation of Texas. The great aid and facilities 
which Texas, as an integral part of the Union, might 
render to the adventurous traders, who, in caravans, 
penetrate from Missouri to Santa Fe, and in general 
to the inland trade of the United States, AAdth the 
countries bordering on the Pacific, have all been left 
unexplained; and the undersigned throws hiraself 
upon the courtesy of the Honorable the Secretary of 
State in desiring him to believe that, as he has not 
entered into any of the details of such a treaty of an
nexation as Texas might propose, but confined himself 
to the submission of the proposition itself, so he has 
not thought fit to discuss severally all the various 
interests involved, but merely has subjected them to 
a general, and, he trusts, a candid review. 

" In closing this paper, the undersigned appeals to 
the Honorable the Secretary of State, and referring 
him to the details of the history of the Texan revolu
tion herein set forth, asks, in the name of national 
honor, humanity, and justice, if a nation whose career 
has been marked, like that of Mexico, by a constant 
violation of the most soleran treaty obligations, by a 
series of the most licentious revolutions, by a most 
shameful prostitution of the lives, liberties, and the 
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property of her people, and, in short, by every act of 
perfidy and cruelty recorded in the history of barba
rians, has not thereby forfeited all claims to the 
respect of the governments of civilized nations ? Look 
to her continued interruptions of the peaceful citizens 
of Texas, industriously engaged in the improvements 
of their estates and in the actual aggrandizement of 
the Mexican Empire; to her demolition by military 
force of the Constitution of 1824; to her bloody Avar 
of extermination under President Santa Anna; to Jier 
butchery of those gallant Texans who surrendered 
their arras under the sacred flag of a capitulation, in 
AA'hich their lives were guaranteed; and pronounce if 
the enorraity of her misdeeds entitles her to be any 
longer considered, the undersigned will not say a 
nation of responsibility, but even humanity. The 
undersigned, however, forbears to continue this ap
peal, so irrelevant, and perhaps so unnecessary, to 
the due consideration of the subject under discussion. 
The world will do ample justice to the magnanim
ity of Texas in forbearing to visit upon the heads of 
the recreant tyrant and his captured host that retali
ation Avhich their offences against the laws of nations 
and the rights of mankind so signally deserved. 

" In conclusion, the undersigned most respectfully 
begs leave to congratulate the Honorable Secretary 
of State upon the spectacle exhibited in this discus-
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sion, .and Avhich is so honorable a commentary upon 
the excellence of the government of this country, viz.: 
a sovereign, free, and Avarlike people, fresh from the 
fields of their OAVU A'ictories and glory, seeking to sur
render their nationality as the price of a place among 
the United States, to becorae participants of the wis
dom of its laAvs and the renown of its arms." 

Mr. Forsyth answered Gen. Hunt's proposition by 
order of the President, ]Mr. Van Bureu, Avith a prompt 
decisive negative, he Avrote: 

"Neither the duties nor the settled policy of the 

United States permit them to enter into an examina
tion of the accuracy of the historical facts related by 
General Hunt. The United States were foremost in 
acknoAA'ledging the independence of Mexico. A sense 
of duty and a reverence for consistency, howcA'er, it 
Avas considered, left this government no alternative, 
and it therefore led the Avay in recognizing Texas. A 
hope Avas certainly entertained that this act, and the 
motives that conduced to it, even if no other conside
rations Avere to have influence, Avould point out to the 
Government of Texas the propriety not only of cher
ishing intimate and amicable relations with this 
country, but of abstaining from other connections 
abroad AA'hich might be detrimental to the United 
States. 

" So long as Texas shall remain at war while the 
16* 
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United States are at peace Avith her adversary, the 
proposition of the Texan JMinister Pleni]^otentiary 
necessarily invoh'es the question of Avar Avith that ad
versary. The United States are bound to Mexico by 
a treaty of amity and comraerce, Avhich will be scrupu
lously observed on their part, so long as it can be 
reasonably hoped that Mexico will perform her duties 
and respect our rights under it. The United States 
might justly be suspected of a disregard of the friendly 
purposes of the compact, if the overture of General 
Hunt were to be even reserved for future consideration, 
as this would imply a disposition on our part to es
pouse the quarrel of Texas with Mexico; a disposi
tion AA'hoUy at variance Avitli the spirit of the treaty, 
with the uniform policy and the obvious Avelfare of 
the United States. 

" The inducements mentioned by General Hunt for 
the United States to annex Texas to tlieir territory, 
are duly appreciated; but poAverful and A\'eiglity as 
certainly they are, they are light Avhen opposed in the 
scale of reason to treaty obligatiotis and respect for 
that integrity of character by Avhich the United States 
have sought to distinguish themselves since the estab
lishment of their right to claim a place in the great 
family of nations. It is presumed, however,'that the 
motives by Avdiich Texas has been governed in making 
this overture, Avill have equal force in impelling her 
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to preserve, as an independent power, the most liberal 
commercial relations with the United States. Such 
a disposition will be cheerfully met in a correspond
ing spirit by this government. If the answer Avhich 
the undersigned has been directed to give to the pro
position of General Hunt should unfortunately work 
such a change in the sentiments of that government 
as to induce an attempt to extend commercial relations 
elsewhere upon terms prejudicial to the United 
States, this government AAdll be consoled by a con
sciousness of the rectitude of its intentions, and a cer
tainty that although the hazard of transient losses 
may be incurred by a rigid adherence to just princi
ples, no lasting prosperity can be secm'ed AA'hen they 
are disregarded." 

Mr. Forsyth's letter, of which but little is quoted, 
highly astounded Gen. Hunt. No doubt his indigna
tion was great. " Texas rejected! Why, Forsyth is 

crazy ! I'll write him again, and although he is a fool 
and—yet I'll not tell him so in words, but, like Bill 
Ransom after losing his money AA'ith CoL HaAA'kiiis 
at seven-up, TU insinuate." * 

* After Mr. Ransom had lost his last ten doUar biU by the turning of a 

Jack by Col. Hawkins, he arose from the table and gave vent to his chagrin 

and vexation in these memorable words : " Col. Hawkins, the position you 

occupy in society, and the respectability of your family connections, forbid 

me to say that you would cheat at cards, but, sir, allow me to say, that ytxu 
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So Gen. Hunt wrote again, from Avhich I take the 
following extracts : 

" The venerable ex-president. General Jackson, was 
so strongly impressed Avith a belief, at one time dur
ing his administration, that the negotiation then pend
ing for the acquisition of Texas would be brought to 
a speedy and favorable issue, that he tendered the 
office of Governor of the Territory of Texas to the late 
Governor H. G. Burton, of North Carolina, to be en
tered upon so soon as the treaty of cession should be 
completed. (See a publication on the subject of Gov
ernor Burton's appointment.) The sarae principles, it 
appears to the undersigned, were involved in the ne
gotiation for the acquisition of Texas from Mexico, 
previously to the recognition of the independence of 
the latter by Spain, which are now presented by the 
question of the annexation of Texas to the United 
States previously to the recognition of her independ
ence by Mexico ; and had his Excellency the President 
of the United States entertained any inclination to 
negotiate a treaty for the annexation of Texas—a 
hope which had been fondly cherished, as he had ex
pressed a determination to carry out the measures and 
conform to the general policy of his venerable pre
decessor—it does appear to the undersigned, but 

can turn nwre Jacks than any gentleman with wltam I ever played cards in 
aU my Ufe ! " 
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with distinguished deference to the Hon. Mr. For
syth's opinions to the contrary, that neither a sense 
of duty nor the settled policy of this government, 
during the administration of the venerable ex-presi
dent would ha\'e prevented an examination into the 
accuracy of the historical facts accompanying the pro
position. .That brief compendiura, Avhich is believed 
to be correct, Avill shoAv that there is as little prospect 
of the recovery of Texas by Mexico at this time as 
there was of the reconquest of Mexico by Spain at the 
tirae that General Jackson believed that the charge 

d'affaires (Mr. Butler) of this governraent had suc
ceeded in negotiating the acquisition of Texas. If the 
act of the annexation of Texas would involve the 
United States in a Avar with Mexico at this time, the 
undersigned is at a loss to perceive why a similar re
sult Avas not anticipated Avith Spain in the event of a 
cession of Texas by Mexico. Texas asked nothing more 
of the United States, in proposing to negotiate for her 
annexation, than the United States had previously 
desired of Mexico, when General Jackson was at the 
head of this governraent—for Mexico was then as 
much at war Avith Spain as Texas UOAV is with Mex
ico—and it is believed that as friendly treaty and com
mercial relations existed betAveen Spain and the 
United States at that time as are now maintained be
tAveen the United States and Mexico. 
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" In addition to the fact that this government, 
when administered by the sage of the Hermitage, pro
posed the acquisition of Texas by purchase from Mex
ico, many years before the recognition of her inde
pendence by Spain, the undersigned most respectfully 
invites the attention of the Hon. Secretary of State to 
the report of the House of Representatives of the 
State of Mississippi, contained in a newspaper Avhich 
he herewith presents. That report, which is said to 
have been adopted unanimously, alludes in strong 
terras to the subject of the right of this government 
to admit Texas into its confederacy; and the under
signed refers to it thus particularly, that he may be 
sustained by high authority when he assures the Se
cretary of State of the United States, that, in sub
mitting the proposition of annexation, it was far from 
his intention to ask the Government of the United 
States to accede to a measure which Mr. Forsyth was 
instructed to say was believed to involve unjust prin
ciples. The undersigned assures tlie Secretary of 

State of the United States, that he could not knowing

ly consent to be the medium of presenting any pro

position asking of the United States a disregard of 

just principles. 

" After the a surance of the Hon. Mr. Forsyth, that 
a sense of duty and a reverence for consistency left 
his government no alternative in leading the way in 
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recognizing the independence of Texas, the under
signed confesses some surprise at the intimation of Mr 
Forsyth, that the circumstance of her having been 
first recognized by the United States should in any 
manner influence the foreign intercourse of Texas. 
However much the Government of Texas maA' be dis-
posed to encourage the most friendly relations Avith 
the Government of the United States, the undersigned 
assures the Hon. Secretary of State, that the Govern
ment of Texas does not consider that any particular 
foreign policy Avas implied or made binding upon her 
by the circumstance of her independence having been 
first recognized by the Government of the United 
States. The representatives of Texas, in their inter
changes with foreign poAvers, Avill not accept the re
cognition of her independence unless it is uncon
ditional in this respect. In all their negotiations and 
treaties Avith foreign poAvers, the best interests of their 
own government and people will doubtless be con
sulted, and must indicate the policy which they Avill 
be directed to adopt With even the same permanent 
policy in its commercial interchanges with the United 
States, which may exist with the most favored nation, 
the undersigned cannot guarantee for his' government 
that any advantage shall accrue therefrom to the 
manufacturing interest of the United States; for it is 
understood that great interest is mainly sustained in 
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the United States by the protection afforded by high 
duties against the competition of similar interests in 
foreign nations, where labor and the facilities for 
manufacturing are more available, and at cheaper 
rates. Such being the case, it is apparent that, even 
should no detriment accrue to the manufacturing in
terest of the United States from the vicinity of Texas 
as an independent nation, certainly no adA^antages 
affecting that interest can be anticipated. 

" The apprehension of the Honorcd)le Mr, Forsyth, 

that the refusal of this government to negotieite for a 

treaty of annexation, thereby declining all the commer

cial and other advantages which would be secured by 

that measure, may induce an eittempt on the part of the 

Government of Texas to extend its commercial releitions 

elsewhere on terms most favorable to its own ivelfare 

and prosperity, is perfectly natural; but the under
signed assures Mr. Forsyth that such endeavors Avill 
not proceed from any unkind feelings to the govern
ment and people of the United States; and he Avould 
take this occasion to reiterate the friendly disposition 
of the government and people of Texas toAvards the 
governraent and people of the United States, Avliich 
he had the honor to communicate in his note of the 
4th of August. Should, hoAvever, the foreign com
mercial aud other relations of the Republic of Texas 
necessarily become such as seriously to affect the 
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interests of the United States, or any portion thereof, 
the undersig-ned conceives that it would be unreason-
able for the govei'ument and people who had been 
feeely proffered all she could bestoAv, and yet declined 
the offer, to complain of her on the ground of looking 
to her own interest primarily. Texas has generously 
offered to merge her national sovereignty in a domes
tic one, and to becorae a constituent part of this great 
confederacy. The refusal of this government to 
accept the overture must forever screen her from the 
imputation of wilfully injuring the great interests of 
the United States, should such a result accrue from 
any commercial or other regulations Avhich she may 
find it necessary or expedient to enter into with 
foreign nations. 

" Should it be found necessary or expedient here
after, for the proper promotion of the interests of her 
OAvn citizens, to lay high duties upon the cotton-bag
ging so extensively manufactured in the Western 
States, and upon the pork and beef and breadstuffs 
so abundantly produced in that region, such as would 
amount to an almost total prohibition of the intro
duction of those articles into the country, much as 
her govei'nment and people would regret the neces
sity of the adoption of such a policy, she Avould 
be exculpated from the slightest imputation of 
blame for taking care of her own Avelfare and proa-
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perity after having been refused admission into this 
Union. 

" The efforts which the government of the under
signed is making to open a commercial intercourse 
Avith Great Britain and France, it is believed, Avill 
succeed. Apart from the disposition of those two 
powers to aA'ail themselves of the great advantages 
which must result to every nation Avith which Texas 
may form intimate commercial relations, it is believed 
that they, as well as the United States, cherish a 
liberal sympathy for a people who have encountered 
the most cruel treatment at the hands of Mexico. 

" Reason would seem to indicate that the foreign 
policy of Texas will be dissimilar to that of the 
United States. Texas is now, and it is believed will 
continue to be, an almost purely agricultural countiy. 
The agricultural interest will claim the almost exclu-
&\Ye attention of the government: possibly from the 
circumstance of her climate and soil being so well 
adapted to the growth of hemp, and the great demand 
for rope and bagging in a cotton-growing country, the 
manufactures of these solitary articles may be encour
aged at an early period ; but with these single excep
tions it is not apprehended that the capital and labor 
of the country can be so profitably employed in any 
other species of industry as in the planting interest. 
On the other hand, the interests of the United States 
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are numerous and greatly diversified; and it is pre-
. sumed that it was found necessary to establish such a 

foreign policy as would best reconcile them and re
dound to the advantage of each. 

" With the most rigid adherence to whatever is just 
and right, the Government of Texas Avill naturally 
pursue such a course of policy, foreign and domestic, 
as will best conduce to the increase of her wealth and 
population, and thereby her national power and con
sideration. In its intercourse abroad, it AVIII endeavor 
to find those markets where her agricultural products, 
cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco, etc., will obtain the 
highest prices, and where such articles as may be 
needed for home consumption may be procured at the 
lowest rates. If these advantages are presented in 
the commercial intercourse with the United States, 
the undersigned need not say that the warm pre
dilection of the government and people of Texas 
for the government and people of the United States 
would render such an intercourse as agreeable to the 
former as it would doubtless be advantageous to 
both. 

"The imdersigned most respectfiQly assures the 
Honorable Mr. Forsyth, and through him his Ex
cellency the President of the United States, that 
the prompt and decisive rejection of the propo
sition for the annexation of Texas to the United 
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States Avill not be imputed to an unfriendly spirit 
to the government and people of Texas." 

So Gen. Hunt failed in his mission, and lost all his 
expenses Avhile in Washington, for Texas had but 
precious little money in those days. 

In April folloAving, Mr. Jones, of Brazoria, intro
duced the folloAving joint resolution into the Texas 
House of Representatives: 

" Whereas, the citizens of the Republic of Texas, at 
their election of President and other officers in the 
year 1836, expressed an almost unamimous desire to 
become annexed to the United States of North 
Araerica; in consequence of which expression, a pro
position for annexation was raade, through our Minis
ter resident at the city of Washington, Avhich propo
sition, after having been duly considered, has been 
distinctly and unconditionally refused by that govern, 
ment, and for reasons which it is impossible for time 
or circumstances to invalidate or alter ; and vA ĥereas, 
it is believed that Texas, having interests at variance 
Avith those of a large portion of the United States, 
and haAdng also demonstrated her ability for self-goA'
ernment, and for successfully resisting the efforts of 
her imbecile enemy to subjugate her, and UOAV trust
ing, as a Avise policy dictates, to her OAVU strength and 
resources, no longer desires such annexation: aud 
whereas, it is a fact that, pending this hopeless nego-
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tiation, the recognition of the independence of Texas 
by England and other powers, so essential to our wel
fare, is delayed or prevented ; 

" Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of Texas, in Congress assembled, that his 
Excellency the President be authorized and required, so 
soon as he may think proper, to instruct our Minister 
resident at Washington respectfully to inform the Gov
ernment of the United States of North America, that 
the Government of Texas withdraws the proposition 
for the annexation of Texas to the said United States." 

The resolution passed the House, but failed in the 
Senate. 

The proposition of annexation was formally and 
absolutely withdrawn by Anson Jones (Texan Minis
ter), in April, 1838, by order of President Houston. 

Kennedy attributes the failure of annexation at 
this time to the stupidity and—" sheer jealousy of 
Northern politicians of augmenting the power of the 
South. Not content with this distrust of the South, 
opposition to Texas had been strengthened by a vile 
appeal to passion and fanaticism, and ministers of 
the gospel had been permitted to mount the pulpit 
and fulminate denunciations against Texas and the 
interests of the South. And Avhat was the excuse ? 
' I t was necessary to keep the Union together. Texas 
would have divided the Union.' Was not the period 
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of separation fearfully accelerated by making Texas a 
sovereign and independent power, with such an ally as 
England ? 

" The question of Texan annexation or independence 
presented an embarrassing dilemma to those Avho 
wished, by means of protective duties, to secure a 
monopoly of the home market for American maim-

factures. If the United States extended their south
ern wdng to the Rio Grande, the anti-tariff party 
would gain a preponderance most favorable to Eng
land. On the other hand, if Texas Avere independent, 
she might force the whole American continent into 
the adoption of free trade principles, which would be 
still more conducive to British aggrandizement, as it 
would " tranquillize her restless population by con
stant occupation, and, by receiving a superabundance 
of raw material in exchange for her fabrics, enable 
her to undersell the world." 
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n p H E second session of the first Congress of the 
- ^ Republic of Texas met at Houston on the 1st of 

May, 1837. In a little log cabin with two rooms only, 
one with puncheon-floor, the other of dirt. Pres
ident Houston wrote his Message and held his levees. 

His Message informed the Congress that the five 
millions of dollars voted to his administration were 

" Like the baseless fabric of a vision ! " 

Not a dollar could be realized on that anticipated 

borrow! 

The sale of land scrip had not succeeded, and that 

he had suspended their sale. 
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This Congress attempted to raise a revenue by im
posts, direct taxes and the issue of promissory notes 
of the government, but it Avas not successfuL 

At the next session, in November, he informed the 
Congress that the extraordinary sum of five hundred 
dollars in specie had been paid into the treasury of 
the Republic during his administration ! Not a dob 
lar more nor less. During this session the famous 
ornithologist, Audubon, and a representative of Great 
Britain, Mr. Crawford, attended the levees of Presi
dent Houston in hi^ palatial residence. 

The gallant achievements of Major Burton and his 
horse marines arrested the attention of the wily Mex
icans, so, in 1837, they manned and sent out i}ie Lib-

ertador, having sixteen eighteen-pounders and 140 
men, the Vincedor del Alamo, armed with six twelve-
pounders and one eighteen-pounder with 100 men, and 
the brig-of-war Urrea. 

These vessels captured the Texan vessels Champion, 

Julius Ccesar, and Independence, and destroyed the 
favorite craft of the Texan navy, the Invincible 

(purchased from McKinney ^ Williams), after it 
had captured the Alispa, of eighty tons. 

Wm. H. Wharton, Texas Commissioner to the 
United States, Avas ca])tured on the Independence, 

taken to Matamoras and imprisoned. 
Col. J. H. Wharton took thirty Mexican prisoners to 
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Matamoras to ransom his brother, but the gallant 
Mexicans cast him into prison for his temerity. 

Resorting to bribery the Whartons corrupted (?) 
their guards and made their escape, thus making 
glad the hearts of their friends on old Caney and the 
Brazos. The Mexicans this year also incited the 
Indians to make war on the Texan settlements. 

"Every day or tAvo, during the year 1837," says 
Yoakum, " some murdered citizen or stolen property " 
attested Indian hostility and depredation upon the 
Texan frontier. 

The head chief of the Comanches was Chiconie, a 
bold, dashing warrior, and when Major A. Le Grand, 
of the Texan array, was sent to treat with him, and 
having stated the object of his visit, Chiconie replied 
that " so long as he continued to see the gradual ap
proach of the whites and their habitations to the 
hunting grounds of the Comanches, so long would he 
believe to be true what the Mexicans had told him, 
viz., that the ultimate intention of the Avhite man Avas 
to deprive them of their country, and so long AÂ ould 
he continue to be the enemy of the Avhite race." 

Whereupon the Texan Congress declared Avar 
agaiust them, and authorized different persons to raise 
companies and attack them. 

On the 7th October, 1837, Captain L. Lynch and 

William Eastland with sixty-eight men, started from 
17 
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Fort Prairie, five miles beloAV where Austin now 
stands, on the lookout for Indians. 

On arriving at the sources of Pecan Bayou and the 
Clear Fork of the Brazos, a jealousy sprang up be
tAveen the officers as to the right of command, when 
they partly divided, and Lieutenants Van Benthuyson 
and Miles, with sixteen men continued their Indian 
hunt, w^hile Capts. Lynch and Eastland with the 
remainder returned to the fort. 

Van Benthuyson, Miles &> Co. soon fell in with a 
party of Keechies, attacked and defeated them, kilb 
ing two of their warriors. 

Emboldened by success, the little party pushed on 
to the head-Avaters of the Trinity, near " the knobs," 
called by the Indians " the stone houses / " on the 10th 
November they were surrounded and attacked by 
about 180 or 200 saAage warriors. 

The little band of eighteen men took position at 
the head of a ravine, near a forest of trees, but where 
the grass was abundant and their horses could eat 
while the fight lasted. 

The battle was desperate, and for hours the Texans 
kept off the Indians, killing their chief among others, 
Avhen they retired from the contest, elected another 
chief and renewed the struggle. 

During the fight the Texans would pull off their 
hats, place them on the ends of their ramrods, raise 
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them above the level of the walls of the ravine, and 
the Indians, mistaking the empty hats for hats Avith 
heads in them, would fire at them, sometimes putting 
as many as half a dozen balls through one hat, when 
immediately the Texans Avould rise, take aim and fire 
at the Indians. 

At last the Avily savages resorted to the expedient 
of setting the prairie on fire, and almost in an instant 
vast volumes of fiames and smoke forced the little 
band to leave their advantageous position and seek 
safety in the woodland near by, to arrive at Avhich 
point they must necessarily charge through the In
dians as well as the flames. 

HaA'ing lost three men already, the remaining fif
teen left tlieir horses, baggage, proA'isions, and dead, 
and at the word of command bounded off on their 
run for dear life. 

In the charge through the Indians and run to the 
timber, a distance of about eighty yards, seven of the 
Rangers Avere killed, including Lieutenant Miles, and 
three Avounded; in the engagement, ten of eighteen 
were killed and three of the survivors Avounded, 
while the Indians, as they reported at a trading 
house, lost sixty-three killed and wounded. I 

Night coming on soon after the Texans gained the 
woods, under the friendly protection of its dark man
tle, they retreated before the victorious savages and 
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after much suffering and many hardships, going for 
two or three days Avithout anything to eat, they 
finally struck the settlements and found rest for their 
weary limbs, and nourishing food for their empty 
stomachs, no doubt esteeming theraselves fortunate in 
the possession of their scalps, and fully appreciating 
the language of the poet: 

"For he who fights and runs away 
May live to fight another day ; 

But he who is in battle slain 
Can never rise and fight again." 

One of these eight Rangers, J. O. Rice, verified the 
truth of this poetry, for, in 1842, only five years after
wards he joined the ill-fated expedition under Gen
eral Somerville, and was wounded and captured. 

Mr. Rice, Avith seven others, through the kind offices 
of H. L. Kinney, Avho happened to be in Mier at the 
time, and the expenditure of $500, bribed their guard 
to furnish them three guns, some ammunition and 
provisions for their flight into Texas. 

On the night of the 20th of January, 1843, having 
all things read}', they left their prison and Avere pilot
ed by an officer of the guard out of the city, and 
instructed when they crossed the river to go due 
northeast, whilst in his pursuit he would cross at 
Pilo Blanco fifteen miles above, and thus avoid them. 
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Becoming confused, the escaped wandered around 
until morning Avhen they found tliemselves at the 
Pilo Blanco road, along AA'hich their pursuers Avere to 
come. 

They took to the chaparral, and, as persons Avho 
have lost their reckoning often do, becoming confused 
they again, after wandering around, came back to the 
«ame road. 

I t being necessary to cross the road to Pilo Blanco, 
along Avhich their pursuers Avere to traA'el by agree
ment, they Avere sorely puzzled until Mr. William 
Ripley, an Irishman, exclaimed: " Be the Howly 
Saint Patrick can't we jist Avalk across the road back-
Avards, and make the diAdls think we are going the 
other way ?" 

The party acted on Ripley's suggestion, and AA'hen 
the Mexicans came up a fcAV hours afterAvards, they 
took the back track, and the poor wounded Texans 
Avere permitted to limp and hobble from the Rio 
Grande to San Antonio, subsisting alone on tAvo mule-
rabbits and tAVO Mexican buzzards, besides Avhat little 
they had started with. 

On one occasion Robert Beal, who Avas shot through 
the right lung, fell down in the deep sandy road, gave 
up and said he could go no farther. 

The little party halted for consultation and again 
Riple}''s wit was of service. Speaking loud enough 
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for Beal to hear him, he said: " I t will niver do to 
lave the pore mon here to die of hunger and thirst, 
and thin be ate up by AA'ild bastes. Not at all, at all! 
But as we can't afford to stay here and starve AAdth 
him, Ave must shoot the poor fellow and put him out 
of his misery ! " 

This kind suggestion had a vivifying effect on Mr. 
Robert Beal, who immediately arose and continued 
his locomotion, and after a few more days of toil and 
suffering, arrived safely in San Antonio, no doubt per
fectly satisfied with the 

" Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war." 

The f olloAving graphic sketch of an Indian fight is 
from the pen of Rezin P. Bowie, brother of James 
Bowie, the hero of Concepcion and the Alamo, who 
was also in this contest, which took place on the San 
Saba, about four years before his death: 

" Their number being so far greater than ours (164 
to 11), it was agreed that Rezin P. Bowie should be 
sent out to talk with thera, and endeavor to compro
mise rather than attempt a fight. He accordingly 
started, with David Blichanan in company, and 
walked up to within about forty yards of Avhere they 
had halted, and requested them, in their own tongue, 
to send forward their chief, as he wanted to talk with 
him. Their answer was, ' HOAV de do ? how de do ?' 
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in English, and a discharge of twelve shots at us, one 
of which broke Buchanan's leg. Bowie returned 
their salutation with the contents of a double-barrelled 
gun and a pistol. He then took Buchanan on his 
shoulder, and started back to the encampment. They 
then opened a heavy fire upon us, which wounded 
Buchanan in two more places, slightly, and piercing 
Bowie's hunting-shirt in several places without doing 
him any injury. When they found their shot failed to 
bring Bowie doAvn, eight Indians, on foot, took after 
him with their tomahaAvks, and, when close upon him, 
were discovered by his party, who rushed out with 
their rifles, and brought down four of them—the 
other four retreating back to the main body. We 
then returned to our position, and all was still for 
about five minutes. 

" We then discovered a hill to the northeast at 
the distance of sixty yards, red Avith Indians, who 
opened a heavy fire upon us with loud yells—their 
chief, on horseback, urging them in a loud and audible 
voice to the charge, walking his horse perfectly com
posed. AVhen we first discovered him, our guns Avere 
all empty, with the exception of Mr. Hamm's. James 
Bowie cried out, ' Who is loaded ?' Mr. Hamm 
answered, ' I am.' He Avas then told to shoot that 
Indian on horseback. He did so, and broke his leg, 
and killed his horse. We now discovered him hop-
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ping round his horse on one leg, AAdth his shield on 
his arm to keep off the balls. By this time, four of 
our party, being reloaded, fired at the same instant, 
and all the balls took effect through the shield. He 
fell, and Avas immediately surrounded by six or eight 
of his tribe, who picked him up and bore him off. 
Several of these were shot by our party. The whole 
body then retreated back of the hill, out of sight, with 
the exception of a few Indians, who were running 
about from tree to tree, out of gunshot. 

" They now covered the hill the second time, bring
ing up their bowmen, who had not been in action 
before, and commenced a heavy fire with balls and 
arroAVS, which we returned by a well-directed aim 
with our rifles. At this instant another chief ap
peared on horseback, near the spot where the last one 
fell. The same question of ' Who is loaded ?' was 
asked. The answer was, ' Nobody;' when little 
Charles, the mulatto servant, came running up with 
Buchanan's rifle, which had not been discharged 
since he was Avounded, and handed it to James 
Bowie, Avho instantly fired and brought him down 
from his horse. He was surrounded by six or eight 
of his tribe, as Avas the last, and borne off under our 
fire. 

"During the time we were engaged in defending 

ourselves from the Indians on the hill, some fifteen or 
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twenty of the Caddo tribe had succeeded in getting 
under the bank of the creek, in our rear, at about 
forty yards' distance, and opened a heavy fire upon us, 
Avliich AA'ounded ^Matthew Doyle, the ball entering the 
left breast and coming out at the back. As soon as 
he cried out that he Avas wounded, Thomas M'Caslin 
hastened to the spot Avhere he fell, and observed, 
' Where is the Indian that shot Doyle ?' He was told 
by a more experienced hand not to venture there, as, 
from the reports of their guns, they must be riflemen. 
At that instant he discovered an Indian, and, AA'hile 
in the act of raising his piece, Avas shot through the 
centre of the body, and expired. Robert Armstrong 
exclaimed, 'D—n the Indian that shot M'Caslin, 
where is he ?' He was told not to venture there, as 
they must be riflemen ; but, on discovering an Indian, 
and Avhile bringing his gun up, he Avas fired at, and 
part of the stock of his gun cut off, and the ball 
lodged against the l)aiTel. During this time our ene
mies had formed a complete circle round us, occupying 
the points of rocks, scattering trees, and bushes. The 
firing then became general from all quarters. Finding 
our situation too much exposed among the trees, we 
were obliged to leave them, and take to the thickets. 
The first thing necessary Avas to dislodge the rifiemen 
from under the bank of the creek, AA'ho were Avithin 
point-blank shot. This Ave soon succeeded in doing. 
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by shooting the most of them through the head, as we 
had the advantage of seeing them Avhen they could 
not see us. 

" The road we had cut round the thicket the night 
previous gave us now an advantageous situation over 
that of our enemy, as Ave had a fair A'ICAV of them in 
the prairie, while we were completely hid. We 
baffied their shots by moving six or eight feet the 
moment we had fired, as their only raark Avas the 
sraoke of our guns. They would put tAventy balls 
within the size of a pocket-handkerchief, AA'here they 
had seen the smoke. In this manner Ave fought 
thera two hours, and had one man wounded—James 
Corriell—who was shot through the arm, and the 
ball lodged in the side, first cutting away a small 
bush, which prevented it from penetrating deeper 
than the size of it. 

" They now discov^ered that we Avere not to be dis
lodged from the thicket, and the uncertainty of kill
ing us at random; they suffering very much fi'om the 
fire of our rifles, which brought half a dozen down at 
CA'cry round. They noAV deter rained to resort to stra
tagem, by putting fire to the dry grass in the prairie, 
for the double purpose of routing us from our posi
tion, and, under cover of the smoke, to carry a\\ ay 
their dead and wounded, Avhich lay near us. The 
Avind was now bloAving from the west, and they 
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placed the fire in that quarter, where it burned down 
alL the grass to the creek, and then bore off to the 
right and left, leaving around our position a space of 
about five acres untouched by the fire. Under cover 
of this smoke they succeeded in carrying off a por
tion of their dead and wounded. In the meantime, 
our party was engaged in scraping aAvay the dry 
grass and leaves from our wounded men and bag
gage, to prevent the fire from passing over them ; and 
likewise in piling up rocks and bushes to answer the 
purpose of a breastwork. They now discovered they 
had failed in routing us by the fire, as they had 
anticipated. They then reoccupied the points of 
rocks and trees in the prairie, and commenced another 
attack. The firing continued for some time, Avhen 
the wind suddenly shifted to the north, and blcAV 
very hard. 

" We now discovered our dangerous situation, 
should the Indians succeed in putting fire to the small 
spot w^hich we occupied, and kept a strict watch all 
around. The two servant-boys Avere employed iu 
scraping aAvay dry grass and leaves from around the 
baggage, and pulling up rocks and placing them 
around the Avounded men. The point from which the 
Avind now blew being favorable to fire our position, 
one of the Indians succeeded in craAA'ling doAA'ii the 
creek, and putting fire to the grass that had not been 
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burnt; but, before he could retreat back to his party, 
he was killed by Robert Armstrong. 

" At this time we saw no hopes of escape, as the 
fire Avas coming down" rapidly before the wind, flam
ing ten feet high, and directly for the spot we occu
pied. What was to be done ? We must either be 
burnt up alive, or driven into the prairie among the 
savages. This encouraged the Indians; and, to make 
it more avArful, their shouts and yells rent the air— 
they, at the same time, firing upon us about twenty 
shots a minute. As soon as the smoke hid us from 
their view, we collected together and held a consul
tation as to what was best to be done. Our first im
pression was, that they might charge on us under 
cover of the smoke, as we could make but one effec
tual fire : the sparks were flying about so thickly that 
no man could open his powder-horn Avithout running 
the risk of being blown up. However, we finally 
came to a determination, had they charged us, to give 
them one fire, place our backs together, draw our 
knives, and fight them as long as any one of us was 
left alive. The next question was, should they not 
charge us, and Ave retain our position, we must be 
burnt up. I t was then decided that each man should 
take care of himself as well as he could until the fire 
arrived at the ring around our baggage and Avounded 
men, and there it should be smothered with buffalo-
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robes, bear-skins, deer-skins, and blankets; AA'hich, after 
a great deal of exertion, Ave succeeded in doing. 

" Our thicket being so much burnt and scorched 
that it afforded little or no shelter, Ave all got into 
the ring that was made around our wounded men 
and baggage, and commenced building our breastwork 
higher, with the loose rocks from the inside, and dirt 
dug up with our knives and sticks. During this last fire 
the Indians had succeeded in removing all their killed 
and wounded which lay near us. I t was now sun
down, and we had been warmly engaged with the 
Indians since sunrise; and they, seeing us still alive 
and ready for fight, drew off at a distance of three 
hundred yards, and encamped for the night." 

No other attack was raade upon the little party 
which reraained on the field of battle eight days, 
when the Indians, who were Caddoes and Tehuacanas, 
having retired, they saddled up and returned to the 
settleraents, with a loss of one man killed, three 
wounded, and five horses killed and three wounded, 
Avhile the Indian loss, as reported to the Comanches, 
AA'as eighty-two killed and wounded. 

During the administration of President Houston, 
which extended from Oct. 22d, 1836, to Dec. 9th, 
1838, crops were good and immigration and capital 
flowed into the country. Galveston and Houston 
grew amazingly, trade and commerce increased, and 



3 9 8 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

the gold and silver received for the cotton alone 
amounted to raillions of dollars. This, with the 
money brought in by immigrants (which was esti
mated at about $1,000 per head), afforded something 
of a circulating mediura, and when the cash notes, pay
able in cows and cah^es, were added to these, the people 
got on finely, and prospered much more than they CÂer 
did in the same period under Mexican Government. 

Galveston, in 1836, hardly received into its harbor 
one vessel a month. In 1838, says Yoakum, "vessels 
were arriving daily, and the harbor presented the ap
pearance of an Atlantic port. The merchants who 
had previously confined their trade to New Orleans 
were now extending their business to the Eastern 
cities.* With the demand from the interior grew up 
the traffic between Galveston and Houston. This 
trade was carried on by four steamboats; and the 
growth of the last-named toAvn was equally rapid. 
For the first quarter of 1838, the imports at Gah^eston 
Avere over a quarter of a million, and the duties about 
$51,000." 

The Treasurer's report showed a net revenue from 
imports, for the year ending September, 1838, of 

* " Telegraph, February 17,1838. A writer in that paper of June, 16, 1838, 

says that, twelve months previous to that time, there was but one building 

there, but at the time he wrote there were fifty or sixty elegant bvuldings, 

and fifteen or twenty vessels in the harbor." 
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$278,000; a circulation of $684,000 of promissory 
notes; a funded debt of $427,000; unpaid audited 
claims, $775,000 — exhiljiting an indebtedness of 
$1,886,000. However, as it is unreasonable to sup
pose, as Lieut. Yoakum does, that the $278,000 was 
applied to the part payment of the public debt in
stead of to the government expenses, the debt of 
Texas at this tirae, September, 1838, was $2,164,000. 

On the 16th of March, 1837, Deaf Smith, with 
twenty-one Rangers, Avas attacked five miles east of 
Laredo, on the Chan9on, by forty Mexican cavalrymen, 
who, after an engagement of forty-five minutes, retired 
Avith a loss of ten killed and as many Avounded. CoL 
J. N. Seguin and Captain Rodriguez, with companies 
of Mexican Texans, ranged the country between 
Matamoras and San Antonio. On the 25th of Febru
ary, 1837, CoL Seguin, by order of his comraander-in-
chief, collected the ashes of the defenders of the Ala
mo under- Travis, Avhose bodies had been burned by 
Santa Anna, and having placed thera in a neat black 
coffin, buried thera with the honors of war. 

Col. Neill, in a bloody battle with the Comanches, 
on the 25th of October, 1838, at Jose Maria (Fort 
Graham), gained great eclat for hiraself and his com
mand. The Indians, leaving many of their warriors 
dead, retired from the contest. 

On the 16th of October, 1838, Gen. Rusk, at Kicka-
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poo ToAvn, near Fort Llouston, on the Trinity, with 200 
hastily levied raen, defeated a large body of Indians, 
who fled, leaving eleven Avariiors dead on the field. 

In August, 1838, the Mexican residents of Na
cogdoches took up arras and concentrated on the 
Angelina, to the number of 150. President Houston 
issued a proclamation requiring thera to disperse. 

To this pi'oclamation their leaders ausAvered in the 

following letter: 

"The citizens of Nacogdoches, being tired of un
just treatment, and of the usurpation of their rights, 
cannot do less than state that they are embodied, 
with arms in their hands, to sustain those rights and 
those of the nation to Avhich they belong. They are 
ready to shed the last drop of their blood; and de
clare, as they have heretofore done, that they do not 
acknowledge the existing IUAVS, through Avhich they 
are offered guarantees (by the proclamation) for their 
lives and properties. They only ask that you Avill 
not molest their families, proraising in good faith to 
do the sarae in regard to yours. 

" VICENTE CORDOYA, A. CORDA, • 

" N A T . NoRRiS; C. MORALES, 

" J . ARRIOLA, JOSHUA ROBERTSON, 

" J. VICENTE MICHELI, JUAN JOSE RODRIQUES, 

" J . SANTOS COT, and others. 

'' AugvMlQ, 1838." 
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Notwithstanding these brave words, on the ap
proach of Gen. Rusk with troops, they fled and 
scattered. 

Subsequent events will show that they were in
cited to this course by Mexican eraissaries. 

In 1838, Texas mourned the untimely death of " the 

keenest blade of San Jacinto," Col. John A. Whar
ton, and the heroic captor of Goliad and first Chief-
Justice of Texas, James Collingsworth. 

Although their loss wa? a public calamity, we 

know that 

" In the midst of life we are in death." 

Yet in that of these two distinguished Texans, we 

can rejoice that while 

" Cowards die many times, 
These heroes never tasted death but once I " 



CHAPTER XV. 

Lamar and Burnet inaugurated President and Vice-President.—Extracts 

from Lamar's Inaugural Address.—His Indian Policy.—Expulsion of 

the Cherokees from Texas, and Death of their chief, Bolles.—Admiral 
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r I 1HE September election resulted in the choice of 

- ^ Vice-President Lamar for President, and D. G. 

Burnet, the ex-provisional President, for Vice-Presi

dent, Avho Avere inaugurated at Houston the 9th of 

December, 1838. 
The Houston Telegraph, of the 12th of December, 

1838, says of President Lamar's inaugural address: 
" It was received with general approbation. It 

was pleasing to notice the remarkable degree of con
fidence and esteem that was everywhere manifested 
toward President Lamar. He is almost unanimously 
rcf^arded as the pride and ornament of his country; 
aud from his administration the most fortunate re
sults are expected." 

"The character of my administration," he said. 
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"may be anticipated in the domestic nature of our 
government and peaceful habits of the people. 
Looking upon agriculture, comraerce, and the useful 
arts as the true basis of all national strength an<l 
glory, it Avill be my leading policy to aAvaken into 
vigorous activity the Avealth, talent, and enterprise of 
the countiy; and, at the sarae time, to lay the foun
dation of those higher institutions for moral and men
tal culture, Avithout which no government, on demo
cratic principles, can prosper, nor the people long pre
serA'e their liberties. In the management of our 
foreign intercourse, I would recomraend that Ave deal 
justly Avith all nations, aggressively to none; pre
serve friendly and araicable relations with such as 
may be disposed to reciprocate the policy, and, avoid
ing all protracted and perplexing negotiations, court 
free and unrestricted comraerce wherever it raay be 
the interest of our people to carry the national flag. 
Preferring peace, but not averse frora war, I shall be 
ever ready to adjust all differences with our enemies 
by friendly discussion and arrangement, and at the 
same time be equally prompt to adopt either offensiA'e 
or defensive operations, as their disposition and our 
OAvn safety may render necessary." 

Speaking of annexation, he said: 

" NotAvithstanding the almost undivided voice of 
my fellow-citizens at one time in favor of the measure. 
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and notwithstanding the decision of the National 
Congress at its last session, inhibiting the chief 
magistrate from Avithdrawing the proposition of 'an
nexation to the United States, from the further con
sideration of that government, I have never been able 
myself to perceive the policy of the desired connec
tion, or discover in it any advantage, either civil, po
litical, or comraercial, which could possibly result to 
Texas. But, on the contrary, a long train of conse
quences, of the most appalling character and magni
tude, have never failed to present themselves when
ever I have entertained the subject, and forced upon 
my mind the unwelcome conviction that the step 
once taken would produce a lasting regret, and ulti
mately prove as disastrous to our liberty and hopes 
as the triumphant sword of the enemy. And I say 
this from no irreverence to the character and institu
tions of my native country—Avhose welfare I have 
ever desired, and do still desire aboA'e my individual 
happiness—but a deep and abiding gratitude to the 
people of Texas, as Avell as a fervent devotion to 
those sacred principles of governraent Avhose defence 
invited rae to this country, compel me to say, that, 

however strong may be my attachment to the parent 

land, the leind of my adoption must cla,im my highest 

allegiance and affection." 

After referring to uncongenial communities on 
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account of slavery, to free l/rade^ and to the thraldom 

of ta/riff restrictions, he said: 
" When I reflect upon these vast and momentous con

sequences, so fatal to liberty on the one hand, and so 
fraught with happiness and glory on the other, / can

not regard the annexation of Texas to tlie American 

Union in any other light than as tlie grave of all 

her hopes of happiness and greatm£ss ; and if, con
trary to the present aspect of affairs, the amalgama
tion shall ever hereafter take place, I shall feel that 
the blood of our martyred heroes had been shed in 
vain—that we had riven the chains of Mexican des
potism only to fetter our countiy with indissoluble 
bonds, and that a young republic just rising into 
high distinction among the nations of the earth had 
been swallowed up and lost, like a proud bark in 
a devouring vortex. 

" W e have already laid the groundwork success
fully and well, and it is only necessary now, that 
we pay proper attention to the strength and sym
metry of the superstructure. As in the natural 
sciences, discoveries are daily being made, so in the 
art of good government, the great teacher. Time, is 
continually suggesting new and important changes, 
which, as a wise people, we should be ever ready 
advisedly to adopt, undeterred by the di-ead of inno
vation; and with conscious rectitude for our guide, 
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move boldly onward in the rapid march of improve
ment, and keep pace Avith the progress of successful 
experiment. The American Constitution is certainly 
th( highest effort of political wisdom, and approaches 
more nearly to perfection than any other social com
pact for the government of man; yet a fair trial of 
fifty years has detected in that sacred chart many 
serious and alarming errors, AÂ hich if we will but 
Avisely avoid, at the same time adopting its favorable 
features, and availing ourselves of all the lights of 
modern experience, we shall soon be aljle to devise 
and perfect a system of our own which shall surpass 
its model as far as that has excelled all others. To 
achieve this desirable end, we must turn to the great 
volume of History that lies open before us, and profit 
by the lessons it teaches. We may gather from its 
faithful records, not only a knoAvledge of Avhat has 
been tested by other nations, and found to be practi
cally beneficial or pernicious; but we may be taught 
the more solemn and important truth, that the insta
bility of governments has not resulted from anything 
inherent in the nature of human institutions to flourish 
and decay, like the A'egetable kingdom, but from the 
fact that all, Avith the exception of the American Con
stitution, have been the result of chance, vice, and 
rapacity, instead of being fashioned by reflection, and 
based upon the solid grounds of private integrity and 
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public morals. The principles of virtue and justice 
are unchangeable and indestructible, and the govern
ment which shall be reared upon the one, and admin
istered upon the other, cannot fail to be an eternal 
bulAA'ark to the rights of man." ^ 

In another part of his Message he spoke of the 
border or agricultural Indians, of Eastern Texas, and 
denounced them as intruders and disturbers of the 
public peace. 

Although the Cherokees, under Bolles, had settled 
on the Neches, a few miles north of Nacogdoches, in 
1822, with the permission of the Mexicans and a 
promise of uninterrupted possession, which had been 
guaranteed to them by the CONSULTATION and the 
treaty made by Houston and Forbes in 1836, yet they 
were intruders, and should be removed. 

Depredations and murders were frequent on the 
frontier, and when accused of doing them, the Chero
kees laid the blame upon " the wild Indieins!" 

In order to guard the frontier as well as Avatch 
the Cherokees, Major Walters with tAvo compa
nies of troops were ordered to occupy the Neches 

Saline, AA'hich the Cherokees claimed as belonging to 
them. 

Bolles notified Major Walters that the Cherokees 

would resist this occupation by force and arms. 

Major Walters reported this fact to the Secretary 
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of War in November, 1839, but did not enter the ter
ritory of the Cherokees. 

NOAV, before this time, Manuel Flores, an agent of 
the Mexican Government, with sorae twenty-five men, 
passed betAveen Seguin and San Antonio, where they 
murdered and robbed the defenceless, but were after
Avards pursued, overtaken, and entirely defeated by 
Lieut. Jas. O. Rice on the San Gabriel fork of Little 
River, about fifteen miles from Austin. Rice cap
tured 300 lbs. of powder, a like quantity of shot, 
balls, and bar-lead, and more than a hundred 
mules and horses. Flores was killed, and on his per
son were found papers and letters showing the grand 
strategy of the Mexican policy of arousing and incit
ing all the border Indians to aid them in their war 
with Texas. Flores had messages from General 
Canalizo, the successor of Filisola at Matamoras, to 
the chiefs of the Caddoes, Seminoles, Biloxies, Chero
kees, Kickapoos, Brazos, Tehuacanas, and perhaps 
others, proraising them the lands on which they had 
settled, and assuring thera that they need " expect 
nothing from those greedy adventurers for land, who 
wish even to deprive the Indians of the sun that 
Avarms and vivifies them, and AVIIO would not cease to 
injure them while the grass groAvs and Avater runs." 

By concert of action at the same time that the 
Mexican army marched into San Antonio, the Indians 
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were to light up the AÂ hole frontier AAdth the fiames of 
Texan dwellings and cause the A'ery air to resound 
Avith the cries of their women and children. 

Whatever title the Cherokees had to their lands, 
and A\ ithout doubt it was not far frora a perfect one, 
they forfeited it by entering into the Avar Avith Mex
ico against Texas. 

So upon receiving the notification of Bolles, through 
Major Walters, the Secretary of War, Gen. A. S. 
Johnston ordered Gen. Ed. Burleson Avith 400 men 
from the Colorado, Col. Landrum's regiment from 
Eastern Texas, and the Nacogdoches regiment under 
Gen. Rusk, to march into the Cherokee nation, and 
the entire force to act under the comraand of Gen. K. 
H. Douo^las. 

Coraraissioners preceded the troops and raet the 
Indians in council, Avhora they proraised to pay for 
their improvements, but required to surrender their 
gun-locks, and retire to the Cherokee nation of their 
brethren north of Red River, Avhich the Indians 
refused to do, whereupon Gen. Douglas and troops 
attacked the poor Indians, and'after tAvo engagements, 
on the 15th and 16tli of July, 1839, AA'herein t';e In
dians Avere defeated Avith a loss of about 100 Avarriors, 
including their chief, Bolles (or BoAvles—like Texan, 
Texian and Texas—use justifies either), Avhile the 
whites lost eight killed and thirty w^ounded, drove 

18 
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them out of the country, burned their villages and 
made desolate their green fields. 

In his report Gen. Douglas says: 

"The Cherokees, DelaAvares, Shawnees, Caddoes, 
Kickapoos, Biloxies, Creeks, Ouchies, Muskogees, and 
some Seminoles, had established during the past 
spring and summer many villages, and cleared and 
planted extensive fields of corn, beans, peas, etc., pre
paring evidently for an efficient co-operation Avith 
the Mexicans in a war with this country." 

In speaking of the territory of the Cherokees 
through which he marched, he says : " In point of rich
ness of soil, and the beauty of situation, Avater, and 
productions, it would vie with the best portions of 
Texas." 

This expulsion of the Indians from Texas Avas con
trary to the advice and wishes of Gen. Houston, who 
spoke of it as an outrage, and in violation of treaty 
obligations and the public faith. 

After a pursuit of ten days, the troops were 
marched back to the settlements, when they were 
disbanded and returned to their homes. 

The Cherokees, having no home but the Avilderness, 
thenceforth fed on wild game and reA -̂enge. "For 
eighteen months afterward," says Major John Worth-
am, a AVorthy officer in those engagements, " the In
dians came back in small parties, and committed fear-
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ful depredations upon the lives and property of the 
people on the frontier." 

Duiing the early part of President Lamar's admin
istration, tlie French, through Admiral Baudin, kept the 
Mexicans busy at home by blockading their poi-ts. 

On the 27tli of November, 1838, Admiral Baudin, 
failing to bring them to terms, notified Gen. Rincon, the 
coraraandant of the castle of San Juan d'Ulloa, that 
unless satisfaction Avas immediately given for Mexican 
injuries to France that he should commence hostilities. 

The commandant declining to give the desired sat
isfaction, the Admiral bombarded, and after an en 
gagement of four hours took San Juan d'Ulloa, killing 
and Avounding about 600 Mexicans. In March, 1839, 
Gen. Santa Anna, after attempting to drive the 
French from Vera Cruz and losing a leg for his pains, 
concluded a treaty Avith France, AA'hich being shortly 
aftei'Avards ratified by Mexico, the Admiral left Mex
ico, and on his Avay home visited Galveston, Avhere 
he was received and entertained Avith distinguished 
consideration as a most welcome guest of the city. 

According to Kennedy : " An address of Avelcome, 
accompanied by the freedom of the city, Avas present
ed by the mayor and aldermen of Galveston to Ad
miral Baudin, Avho, in acknoAvledging the compliment, 
expressed himself gratified to find that what he had 
done in Mexico had proA'cd beneficial to so just a 
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cause as that of the Texan people. He hoped it 
AA'ould prove beneficial to the several nations AA'ho, 
either as friends or foes, had to deal Avitli Mexico. 
Nothing could be raore agreeable to his feelings, he 
said, than to be considered one of a community like 
theirs, whose industry and energy he so much admired. 
He assured them that he would greatly prefer being 
the humblest meraber of a well-regulated and thriving 
coraraunity like that of Galveston, than to move in 
the sphere of wealth and power in a corrupt and de
caying society." 

The friendship thus coraraenced betAveen France 
and Texas Avas folloAved, on the 25th of September, 
1839 (the sarae year), by a treaty of amity, naviga
tion, and comraerce, signed on the part of Texas by 
J. Pinckney Henderson, and on that of France by 
Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia and President of 
the Council. 

Having signed the treaty, the Marshal said: ^'I am 

proud to have acted as the European godfather oj 

Texas ! " 
Great Britain folloAved on Nov. 16th, 1840, and 

thus enabled Col. Ashbel Smith to gain the rep
utation of a most skilful and consummate diplomat
ist A\'hile rei)resenting Texas at the court of St. James. 

Sorae little trade having sprung up between the 
Mexicans of San Antonio, the Nueces and the Rio 
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Grande, President Laraar issued a proclamation for 
its encouragement, stating that Mexican goods might 
be carried over the Rio Grande into Texas free from 
Mexico, provided that those from Texas Avere permit
ted to pass into Mexico free from molestation. 

In March, 1839, he appointed Barnard E.Bee Min
ister to Mexico, Avho aniA'ing on the Mexican coast, 
notified the authorities of the country of his mission, 
but not receiA'iug a favorable ansAver he returned. 

The Vera Cruz Censor thus reflected upon Tex
ans and their minister AA'hen he A\'as off Sacrificios : 
" We do not knoAA' AA'hich most to admire, the audacity 
of those brigands in sending us their peddler to ask us 
to allow the peaceable possession of their robbery, or 
the ansAver the commandant-general gave to the indi
vidual AA'ho apprised hira of the arrival of this quix
otic arabassador. From the tenor of the reply, it 
appears that, if he lands, he A vill be accommodated 
Avith lodgings at the prison. Nevertheless, the 
Supreme Governraent will designate AA'hat ought defi
nitely to be done. The coraraandant says he is not 
aAvare of the existence of a nation called the ' Republic 
of Texas; ' but only of a horde of adventurers, in 
rebellion against the laws of the government of the 
republic." 

On the 22d of February, 1839, CoL John 
H. Moore, W. P. Hardeman, Flacco, Castro and 
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others, aggregating sixty-five whites and forty-one 
Lipans, mostly from La Grange and Bastrop, at
tacked the Comanches in their camp on Wallace's 
Creek, SCA'CU miles from San Saba, and completely 
surprised them, but failing to push their advantage, 
they lost their horses and marched home on foot, Avith 
the loss of one man accidentally killed and seven 
wounded. 

The early history of Texas and a life on the fron
tier may be exemplified by the following incidents, 
the truth of which many living witnesses about Aus
tin can prove: 

Early in the spring of 1839, Avhen the trees were 
covered with green leaves, and the earth with grass 
and variegated flowers, Avhich perfumed the air Avith 
their fragrance; Avhen the forest resounded Avith the 
" native wood-notes Avild " of feathered songsters, and 
everything alive seemed to rejoice in existence, a 
band of 500 Indians attacked the settlements near 
Austin, just located in the hunting-ground of the 
Comanches. 

They first attacked, about 10 o'clock A.M., the house 
of Mrs. Coleman, near the Colorado River, sixteen miles 
beloAV Austin. She Avas in the garden at the time 
Avith her little son Thomas, aged about seven years, 
and on the approach of the savages she called her 
little boy and ran into the house. Mrs. Coleman, 
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outrunning her son, arrived at the house first, when 
looking round for him, an Indian pierced her through 
the neck Avith an arroAA''; she then entered her house, 
and assisted another son, thirteen years old, in bariin;;• 
the door. 

There were also in the house her two daughters, 
about nine and eleven years old; and an infant son, 
Avho took refuge under the bed. 

After barring the door, Mrs. Coleman, Avith her 
maternal instinct of defending her young ones, seized 
a rifle, and seating herself in a chair, with the Aveapon 
on her knees, drcAA' the deadly arroAA' from her neck, 
and almost imraediately thereafter fell from the chair 
and expired, covering the floor with her blood. 

The bo}' seized the gun, and as the Indians ap
proached, first shot their chief, Avho fell dead on the 
door-steps, and then reloading, fired tAvice more, kill
ing another Indian and wounding a third, Avhen one 
of the savages thrust his spear through a hole in the 
side of the house, and pierced the brave boy through 
the body. 

He fell near the bed AA'here his sisters and brother 
lay concealed, Avhen the eldest took his head in her 
lap ; while bleeding to death he said to the poor little 
orphans: 

" I Avill not groan to let them knoAV I am wound
ed." Then, wdth his expiring breath he said to them: 
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" Father is dead ! Mother is dead ! and I am dying! 
but something tells me that God Avill protect you !" 

The Indians then broke open the door, but hear
ing voices under the bed, and fearing more deadly 
bullets, after piercing the dead bodies with their 
spears, by thi-usting them through the door, retired, 
taking with them little Thomas, but leaving the other 
three defenceless children terribly frightened, but un
harmed. 

A few hours after, when relief came, they craAvled 
frora their place of concealment, and in giving their 
dear mother a farewell kiss, wet their clothes in her 
blood. 

The Indians next attacked Dr. Joe Robertson's 
residence, about 350 yards from Mrs. Coleman's, and 
captured all but one of his negroes, but the Doctor 
was fortunately on a visit with his family, and thus 
escaped. 

After robbing the premises, they next Avent to the 
place known afterAvards as Well's Fort, where the 
three families of Mrs. Wells, John Walters, and G. 
W. Davis resided, but just before arriving at the 
houses, sixteen frontiersmen deployed in the frout 
and stopped them, but retired before the Indians, 
taking the three families mounted behind them to 
Fort Wilbarger. 

The Indians Avere on foot, and turning off from 
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the last place attacked, to Wilbarger Creek, camped 
for the night, and buried their dead, while the fron
tiersmen divided, a few remaining to watch the In
dians, and the rest scattering as couriers over the 
country to raise men to fight them. By daylight 
eighty men had assembled at Wilbarger's, and Gen. 
Ed. Burleson, assuming command, marched to meet 
the Indians, leaving a detail of five men to guard the 
women and children. 

Gen. Burleson came up with the Indians about one 
o'clock in the open prairie near Brushy Creek, about 
twenty miles northeast of Austin, when, dividing his 
men into two parties, one of which Capt. James Rogers 
led, and he the other, they charged the Indians, who 
took position in the bend of a ravine covered with 
scrubby elm and cactus. 

The Indians at first retired before the galling fire of 
Burleson's men, but recovering, they charged and forced 
Burleson and his party back over the same ground. 
The contest lasted from one o'clock till night, Avhen the 
Indians retired from the field of battle, beating their 
drums, rattling their shields, and singing their war 
songs, carrying with them their dead and wounded, 
supposed to be about eighty warriors. 

Burleson lost four killed, viz., Jacob, his brother. 
Rev. James Gilleland, John Walters, Edward Blakey, 

and several wounded. 
18* 

^ 
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Jacob Burleson Avas killed in front, and his body 
fell into the temporary |)(jssession of the Indians, Avho 
cut off his hands, scalped him and cut out his heart, 
Avhich they took off Avitli thera. 

"Wearied and exhausted from marching, fasting, 
and fighting, Burleson returned to Fort Wilbarger 
the next day after the battle, bearing the bodies of 
his dead, Avlien a more painful scene Avas ncA êr Avit
nessed; the bereaved Avife Avept for her lost husband, 
the mother for her only son, and brothers and sisters 
for their brothers. 

One incident occurred, Avhich equals or surpasses 
anything of the kind recorded in Grecian or Roman 
history. 

On arriving at the fort, the bodies of the dead 
Avere laid out, preparatory to their funeral obsequies, 
in a room by theraseh^es. 

Mrs. Blakey, on starting into the room to take a 
last look at her son, was stopped and informed that he 
Avas shot in the face, and so mangled and disfigured 
that the sight Avould be so horrid and painful that she 
must not go in ! 

She claimed and demanded her right as mother to 
take a last look at her son. It Avas granted, and go
ing into the room she kneeled doAvn by his dead 
body, wiped the blood and brains oozing out from off 
his forehead, kissed him, and for a moment rested her 
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head upon his manly breast, and then rising, pale and 
calm, she exclaimed with tearless dignity: " His 
father and brother died in defence of their country, 
now he is dead—my only remaining protector ! But 
if I had a thousand sons, and my country needed them, 
I would cheerfully give them up." 

God grant this mother and son the ineffable joys of 
paradise, and inspire all Texans with the same tran
scendent virtue and patriotic devotion ! 

In 1839, the Texan navy was increased by the addi
tion of the steamship of war Zavala, the schooners 
San Antonio, San Jeicinto, and Sam Bernard, and the 
brig Colorado, AA'hich, Avith the Charleston and Poto

mac, composed the na\'y of Texas, and cost the repub

lic about $800,000 in government bonds. 

On the 14th January, 1839, the Congress of Texas 
appointed Messrs. A. C. Horton, L. P. Cook, Wm. ]\[eni-
fee, J. Campbell, and the distinguished major of the 
HORSE MARINES, I. W. Burton, Commissioners to se
lect a «ite for the capital of the republic, who made 
choice of the present location. 

Judge Edwin Waller, in whose honor Waller Coun
ty was named, surveyed and laid off the city into lots, 
selected sites for public buildings and erected them. 

In selecting the site for the capitol, he was forcibly 
struck Avith the very remarkable resemblance between 
the landscape south of Capitol Hill in Austin and 
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that in the same direction from the capitol in Wash 
ington, D. C. 

Standing on top of Capitol Hill in Austin, and look
ing doAvn Congress Avenue, he beheld the Colorado 
River and Heights, with the surrrounding scenery so 
strangely similar to Pennsylvania Avenue, the Poto
mac, Ai'lington Heights and the adjacent country, that, 
smitten with the singular coincidence, he thereupon 
instantly thrust his Jacob staff into the green SAvard, 
and (it is said) joyfully exclaimed, not in the famous 
AVord of the Indian chief on selecting the site of his 
camp, Alabama! but in the ever-memorable language 
of the Grecian sage : Eureka. 

It has been said in praise of Texans that after their 
losses at the Alamo and Goliad, Avhen the glorious Adc
toiy of San Jacinto made them a free people, that 
they located the capital of their young republic on 
their extreme frontier amid the AA'ar-paths of the In
dians, with the daring resolution of extending their 
settlements to and around it. That, imitating the 
Dougrlas when he thrcAV the heart of Bruce in the 
midst of the Saracens towards the Holy Land, Avhither 
he had promised to take it, but Avith better success 
than the Scottish chief, they threw out the ban
ner of the Lone Star beyond the outer wall of civili
zation among the hills overlooked by ]Mount Bonnel, in 
full vicAV of Barton's lovely springs and the beautiful 
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riA êr and fertile valley of the Colorado; and that 
banner they have followed and defended. 

Often has Austin suffered from the raids of the red 
man, still slowly, but firmly, that banner Avas fortified 
Avith happy homes, brave men and fair ladies, and 
noAV its gardens flourish and its fruits and floAvers 
grow in hearing of steam engines and locoraotives. 

To give an idea of the country around Austin, I will 
relate the the following incident: 

Several years ago. General Sam Houston and 
Judge Williamson, familiarly known in Texas as 
Threedegged Willie, together ascended Mount Bon
nell, Avhich overlooks Austin and all the surrounding 
country for miles. After looking around and survey
ing the beauties of nature spread out before them— 
the mountain-tops in the distance mingling Avith the 
sky ; the thousands of horses, sheep, cattle, SAvine and 
goats, neighing, bleating, lowing, skipping and play
ing, as far as* the eye could reach; the beautiful 
farms, the costly houses of the rich, and the humble 
but neat cottages of the poor; the lovely valley of 
the Colorado, and Barton's famous creek, dearer to 
Austinians than Pharpar and Abana to the people of 
Damascus—General Houston, filled Avith admiration 
at the transcendent loveliness and inspiring grandeur 
of the scenery, slapped his companion on the shoulder 
and exclaimed: 
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" ' Pon my soul, Williamson, this must be the very 
identical spot Avhere the devil took our Saviour to 
slioAV and tempt Him with the riches and beauties of 
the Avorld !" 

"Yes, general," responded Judge Williamson; 
"and if Jesus Christ had been fallible. He Avould 
haA'e accepted his satanic majesty's proposition! " 

A distinguished sportsman of Austin thus writes 
to the Turf Field and Farm : 

" Though, like every ardent sportsman, a devoted 
lover of the beauties of Nature, animate and inani
mate, yet it so happened that, shooting over the 
ground only in the autumn and Avinter, it had hardly 
occurred to me to imagine hoAA'̂  lovely it looked in 
the pleasant spring-time. 

" In approaching the spot Avhere ŵ e intended to 
try our luck, you gradually ascend from the valley, 
until, at the end of tAvo or three miles, you attain a 
considerable elcA^ation, probably eight hundred feet 
or raore above the level of the gulf, and reach the 
summit of a bold prairie ridge extending Avitli occa
sional broken spurs three or four miles to your right 
and left. From this point, looking toward the north, 
the spires and domes of the lovely capital of Texas, 
tAvelve miles distant, shimmer in the sunlight; im
mediately beyond them Mount Bonnell, Avith its sum
mit wreathed in a light mist, looks down upon the 
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city, while at the mountain's base the crystal waters 
of the Colorado leap over the Mormon Falls and 
hurry on to Matagorda Bay. To your left, the Pilot 
Knob is distinctly visible close at hand, covered from 
its base to its summit with a rich emerald carpet, in
terspersed here and there with immense beds of rich 
blue and scarlet fiowers. 

" Immediately in your front, in all its quiet pas
toral beauty, lies the Valley of Onion Creek. The 
blue sky above is flecked with masses of light gulf 
clouds, driven northward by the wind. And such a 
breath of air nothing can surpass, and as I felt it 
playing upon my cheek I almost fancied I could hear 
the roar of the Mexican Gulf from whence it had 
come, and could not help thinking it was the very 
breeze that Bryant must have felt in all the pulses of 
his blood when he asked : 

" • Breezes of the South ! 
Who toss the golden and the flame-like flowers. 
And pass the prairie hawk, that, poised on high. 
Flaps his broad wings, yet moves not; ye have played 
Among the palms of Mexico and vines of Texas, 

teU us, 
. . . have you fanned a lovelier scene than this ? 

" To the south, on the other side of this range of 

hills, stretches the lovely valley of the prairie stream, 

where we intended to fisL" 
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o N the 19th of March, 1840, twelve chiefs 
of the Comanches, with warriors, squaws, and 

children, amounting in all to sixty-five, while holding 
a treaty in San Antonio with the Texans, came to 
words, then to blows, and finally to fighting, which 
resulted in the killing of all the warriors, and the 
capture of their squaws and children, though the 
squaws fought like fury: one of them killed G. W. 
Casey, and another Avounded Major Tom. Howard. 

In order to avenge their loss on this occasion, on 
the Oth and 7th of August following, 400 Com
anches attacked Victoria, and on the next day Linn-
ville, killing fifteen whites at Victoria and seven at 
Linnville, as well as burning that place; but on the 



"rrrr 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 4 2 5 

fifth day afterwards, the 12th of August, the 
whites, under Gens. Felix Huston and Ed. Burleson, 
Captains Bird, Caldwell, Jones, Wallace, Hardeman 
and McCulloch, attacked them on their retreat, at 
Plum Creek, killed about seventy, and captured much 
plunder and many horses. 

Soon after. Col. John H. Moore wdth 102 men, fol-
loAved the trail of the Comanches up the Colorado, 
about 300 miles above Austin, and on October 24, 
1840, attacked their village, killing or droAATiing in 
the river 128, and capturing thirty-four Indians and 
500 horses, Avith which he returned safely to the set
tlements, with the loss of only one man. 

The ill-fated Santa Fe expedition, numbering 320 
men, under the command of Brevet Brigadier-General 
Hugh MBeod, a brotherdndaw of President Laraar, 
set out from Austin on the 20th of June, 1841. 

" The long train of Avagons," says George Wilkins 
Kendall, in his veiy interesting sketch of this unfor
tunate expedition, " moving heavily forAA'ard, AAuth the 
different companies of volunteers, all Avell mounted 
and well armed, and riding in double file, presented 
an imposing as well as an animating spectacle, caus
ing every heart to beat high Avith the anticipation of 
exciting incidents on the boundless prairies." 

Alas ! that pain, suffering, and misfortune should 

" Come when the heart beats high and warm!" 
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After marching nearly to their destination, having 
overcome many difficulties, and suffered from hunger, 
thirst and Indian hostilities, the members of the 
Santa Fe expedition, commanded by Brevet Brigadier-
General Hugh M'Leod, surrendered at San Miguel on 
the 17th of September, 1841, without firing a gun, 
and were marched as prisoners into the interior of 
Mexico. 

This expedition was not only without authority of 
law, at the wrong season of the year, without guides 
and provisions, but very expensive. Gen. Jackson 
said of i t : 

" The Avild-goose campaign to Santa Fe was an ill-
judged affair; and their surrender without the firing 
of a gun has lessened the jDrowess of the Texans in 
the minds of the Mexicans, and it Avill take another 
San Jacinto affair to restore their character." 

The administration of President Lamar, after cost
ing the republic millions of dollars—the Indian ap
propriation bills alone amounting to $2,552,319— 
terminated on the 13th of December, 1841, when i 
Gen. Houston and Edward Burleson were inau
gurated as President and Vice-President of the 
republic. 

The Congress of 1842 rejected a loan negotiated . 9 
from Belgium by Gen. James Hamilton, and com- i 
menced retrenchment, enacting a law which abolished 
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many offices, and reduced the salaries of those re
tained. 

Yoakum says: " A comparatiA-e statement of the 
officers employed at the seat of goA^ernment, their 
grade and pay, during the years 1840, 1841, and 
1842," made out by James B. Shaw, comptroller, on 
the 16th of December, 1842, is now before me, and 
shoAvs the amount of salaries as follows: 

1840 $174,200 

1841 173,506 
1842 32,800 

Exchequer bills, receivable for customs alone, Avere 
issued, and served to pay the government officers, but 
fell to the value of twenty-five cents on the dollar, 
while Texas bonds, thrown by millions on the markets, 
sold for the enormous sums of three, five, and as high 
as ten cents per dollar. 

Early in 1842, the Mexicans, under Gen. Vasquez, 
invaded Texas, captured San Antonio, but held it only 
tAVO days, Avhen they retired. 

On September 11, 1842, the Mexicans, under Gen. 
Woll, AA'hile the district court Avas in session, and the 
presence of an enemy unsuspected, dashed into the 
city of San Antonio, and captured the city Avith the 
court in session. 

After cutting up Dawson Avith his fifty-three com-
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rades, the Mexicans fell in Avith Capt. Caldwell's com
mand on the Salado, Septemljer 17, and after losing 
120 killed and Avounded, on the next morning retired 
with their booty and prisoners to the other side of the 
Rio Grande. 

The foray of Vasquez caused the famous archive 

war, and the removal of the capital back to Houston, 
and afterwards to Washington, on the Brazos, Avhile 
that of Woll caused the advance of an army of 750 
Texans under Gen. Somerville to Laredo and Guerrero, 
which terminated in the disastrous Mier expedition in 
December of the same year, composed of about 300 
men, AA'ho, after gallantly fighting on different oc
casions, surrendered to the enemy, Avere decimated at 
Salado for attempting to escape, and finally incar
cerated in the dungeons of Perote, instead of " reveh 
ling," as sorae of thera boasted, " in the halls of the 

Montezumas, and hugging their yelloio Jesuses [as 
they styled the golden images of the Mexicans] to 

their loving bosons." 

Many braA ê and gallant gentlemen left Texas in the 
unfortunate expeditions of Santa Fe and Mier, who 
never returned to their homes or families, A\diile others 
gladdened the hearts of thousands by their return, two 
of Avhom, Gen. T. J. Green and G. W. Kendall, Avrote 
histories of these expeditions, the former of the Mier, 
and the latter of the Santa Fe expedition. 
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Sam Norvelle, a noted sport—^who afterwards went 
to California—while several indictments for gaming 
were pending in the courts of Texas against him, and 
who wi'ote out, published in the Alta Californian, 

and sent back to all his friends, and most particularly 
the district-attorneys, an account of his death and 
burial, thereby causing a dismissal of prosecutions 
against him—was also of the Santa Fe expedition. 

Hon. Alf. Thurmond, who used to amuse his fellow-
prisoners at Perote, while working on the fortifica
tions, by acting horse and running away with the 
wagon, was of the Mier expedition. 

Capts. Fisher, Cameron, Eastland, Ryan, and Pier
son were also members of this expedition; but Capt 
John C. Hays, who was commonly called Jack Hays^ 

returned from Guerrero with Gen. Somerville to San 
Antonio, and afterwards became famous as an Indian 
fighter, with an independent command, which ranged 
the frontier and did efficient service in protecting the 
settlements. 

Generals Tom Green, Ben McCulloch, Sam Walk
er, Ad. Gillespie, W. W. Wallace {Bigfoot), Kit 
Acklin, Mike Chevalier, Henry McCulloch, Robert 
Neighbours, Jim Hudson (noted for his infinite wit 
and humor), besides many others since distinguished, 
did service on our frontier as officers or amateurs, 
who would visit Hays's camp in quest of adventure 
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or amusement, and perform service Avithout pay 
until they got tired, Avhen they Avould return to the 
settlements and their different avocations. 

Often around Hays's camp-fires Avere heard quota
tions from the original Greek and Latin, Avhile many 
of them spoke French, Spanish, and German fluently. 

Shortly after Capt. Hays commenced his distin
guished career, the Comanches came down upon the 
settlements Avest of San Antonio, and after killincr 
and robbing the defenceless inhabitants, started back 
with their booty to their prairie homes, Avhen Hays, 
being informed of their raid, started in pursuit and 
came up Avith thera on the Frio, Avest of San Antonio. 

The Comanches numbered betAveen 200 and 300, 
and when they saw the sraall nuraber of their pur
suers, AÂho were but forty-tAvo, they stopped, drew up 
in line of battle and Avaited to be attacked. 

As the Rangers carae up they commenced firing as 
they approached, and advanced Avithout stopping to 
form in line. 

Hays was riding a mule, and when the firing com
menced Avas in the rear, but hastening to come up, he 
saAV one of his men holding back his horse instead of 
letting him go ahead, as the horse Avanted to do, ^vheu 
he exclaimed: "Why, d—n it, man, Avhat do you 
mean? Why not let him go to the front?" 

The soldier ansAA'ered: "Captain, he wants to run 
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away Avith me! " " Then," said Hays, " let me ride 
your horse and you ride my mule." 

The man eagerly agreed to the proposition, and 
they exchanged animals. 

As soon as Hays mounted, he put spurs to the horse 
and Avas soon in the front, Avhere the deadly balls and 
feathered messengers of death Avere flying thick and 
fast. 

As he approached the line of Comanche warriors, 
all his efforts to curb the horse Averc unsuccessful, 
when, draAving his five-shooter, being joined by the 
Indian chief, Flacco, Avho rode a fleet charger, the two, 

yelling and firing, actually loent through the enemy's 
line of battle! 

The Comanches opened a way for them to pass, 
which they did amidst a shoAver of bullets, Avhen the 
rest of the company, beholding the brilliant charge 
of their commander and one Indian, charged after 
them right in among the redskins, each armed Avith 
two five-shooters, and, firing with deadly precision, 
soon put them to flight. 

Although Capt. Plays Avas a man of undoubted 
courage, this brilliant charge with the gallant Flaccc 
Avas entirely attributable to the runaAvay horse. 

Soon after this, Capt. Hayes Avitli fifteen men, in
cluding Ad. Gillespie, Sam Walker, Sam Luckie, and 
tne famous story-teller. Kit Acklin, fought his cele-



4 3 2 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

brated and most deparate battle Avith Yellow Wolf 
and eighty Comanche Avarriors at the Pinta trail cross
ing of the Guadalupe, betAveen San Antonio and 
Fredericksburg; and, after a hand-to-hand contest 
and two charges, defeated them, killing and Avound
ing about half their number, Avith a loss of one 
killed and three wounded, but without taking many 
s23oils. 

Hays's report of the efficiency of the five-shooters 
used in these battles caused Mr. Colt to produce the 
six-shooter and to engrave on the cylinder the Ranger 
on horse-back charging Indians. 

Before or after this engagement a Ranger named 
Jaraes Dunn, whose hair w âs remarkably red, Avas 
captured by the Comanches and led aAvay an hapless 
prisoner to their fearful camp. Strange to say, the 
murderous, blood-thirsty savages neither tortured, kilL 
ed, nor ate him alive, which he imagined they would 
do, but actually took a fancy to him, treated him with 
great kindness, and, as Jim afterAvards related, came 
within an ace of killing hira Avith kindness, or, rather, 
drowning him in the Rio Frio AA'hile attempting to 
wash the red (paint) from his hair. 

The Lipan chief, Flacco, Avas a large, fine-looking 
and syrametrically proportioned Indian, Avho lived 
mostly Avith the AÂ hites, and delighted to go with them 
on their raids into the Indian country. He was killed 
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years ago and robbed of his horses near San Antonio 
by some blanketed, thieving Mexiceins. 

There were two chiefs of the Lipans named Castro, 
one of Avhom, in company Avith his squaAvs, visited 
President Lamar at his office, Avho, contrasting the age 
of Castro wdth that of his young squaws, said: 

" These are your daughters, I suppose, Castro ? " 
" No, they are my wives," answered the old chief. 
" But they are very young and you are an old man," 

exclaimed President Lamar. 
" Yes," answered Castro, " an me telle you, ole wo

man, younge woman, any kind of woman is good for 
younge man, but younge woraan is good for ole man." 

In February, 1841, France, through her charge 

d'affaires, M. De Saligny, suddenly broke off diploma
tic relation with Texas and threatened to inflict on the 
Republic with her fleet AA'hat she had done to Mexico. 
The difficulty was caused as folloAvs: M. De Saligny 
had a nuraber of horses, which were fed with corn. 
Mr. Bullock's pigs intruded into the stables to pick 
up the corn the horses suffered to fall to the ground. 
One of M. De Saligny's servants killed some of the 

^pigs. Mr. Bullock whipped the servant. M. De Sa
ligny had Mr. Bullock arrested, and then came into 
Bullock's hotel and Mr. Bullock j!?ẑ z! him out. M. De 
Saligny demanded satisfaction of the government, 

and not getting it, left Texas abruptly. Anson Jones 
19 
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said: " I t was understood that a French fleet was com
ing to the Gulf of Mexico to settle this affair; and the 
Texan charge at Washington mentioned the subject 
to the American Secretary of State and to the British 
j^dinister in that city, both of Avhom promised to send 
their respective squadrons around there to look after 
the French. But when Houston came again into 
office, a kind letter was sent to France, which satisfied I 
her wounded honor, and M. De Saligny returned to 
his post." 

This Mr. Bullock venerated the late distinguished 
Justice of the Supreme Court, Hon. A. Lipscomb, who 
boarded with him and never failed to get his atten
tion before all others, even almost using the Judge's 
name in his prayers or blessings before eating. Mr. 
Bullock's blessings were always the same, and in only 
one sentence, as follows: " 0 Lord! make its thanlir 

fill for what we are about to receive. Judge Lipscomb, 

will you have some beef?" 

As a general thing, war is a calamity, and we are 
rather disposed to admire a man like Jacob, who was 
the father of twelve sons, than one like Cain who SICAV 

his brother man. 

Indeed the amiable and lovely character of the 
SaAdour is so venerated that even the wicked sing: 

" Oh, I would I were like Jesus, 
So gentle, mild, and kind! " 
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But a bloodless war, like that of the archives, is an 
exception to the general rule, and the Austinians de
serve praise rather than censure for their bloodless 
achievements in the archive war, Avhich I will UOAV 

giA'e: 

On the 5th of March, 1842, General Raphael Vas
quez, with about 1,000 Mexicans, invaded Texas. He 
took and pillaged San Antonio, AÂ hile other parties of 
God-and-liberty-loving greasers did the same thing 
for Goliad and Refugio, Avhich so affected President 
Houston that he left Austin, the capital of the repub
lic, Avent to Houston, and attempted—by ordering the 
archives, his cabinet, etc., there—to change the capi
tal of Texas back to Houston, which, being named 
after him, Avas his favorite city. 

The people of Austin, hoAvever, opposed this measure 
of the administration, looking upon it as a flagrant 
violation of the Constitution, and a heavy blow to the 
future development of their city. So when President 
Houston sent after the archives, to haA'e them taken 
to Houston, they opposed it. 

On the 29th of December, 1842, Captain Thomas 
I. Smith, Avith forty armed men, by order of the Presi
dent, came to Austin with three Avaô ons, and sroino-
up to the Land Office, of Avhich Thos. W. Ward 
Avas the Commissioner, commenced loadiuiJc the Avao;ons 
with the records of the Land Office. 
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The Austinians having organized resistance and for
mally protested against the remoA'al ">f the archives 
by Capt. Sraith and his party, brought out an old 
howitzer, charged it Avith grape and fired just one dis
charge at Sraith and his party, hitting the Land Office 
and knocking up considerable dust, but fortunately 
injuring no one. 

Whereupon Capt. Sraith and his party hastily re
treated with as much of the archives as they had 
already in the wagons and got away AAdth them in 
good order as far as Kinney's Fort on Brushy Creek, 
eighteen miles from Austin, where they were over
taken by about sixty Austinians under the command 
of Capt. Mark B. LcAvis, and forced to carry back to 
Austin, in their own wagons, everything taken away 
and replace them in the Land Office. 

The scene was a rich and rare one when the return
ing victors were raet and welcoraed by the ladies of 
Austin, who honored them not only Avith their smiles 
and embraces, but Avith their loudest huzzas of appro
bation, for they had returned safe and victorious, when 
horrid war and bloody death had been apprehended. 

The archive warriors, as they have been styled, 
also took posession of the arsenal, formed a vigilance 
committee, and Avith arms in their hands retained and 
guarded the archives until the annexation convention 
assembled on the 4th of July, 1845, when they turned 
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them over by agreement to the administration of Pres
ident Anson Jones, on condition that the convention 
should meet in Austin. 

Comptroller James B. ShaAv and Judge B. F. John
son, some time in 1843, came to Austin to get some 
forms and blanks from among the archives, but they 
went aAvay without them, with the tails and manes of 
their horse and mule sheared, and Avith their mule's 
ears cropped. 

From the 8th of March, 1842, to the 4th of July, 
1845, the people of Austin had a hard time, for they 
Avere not only at Avar Avith their own people, but Avith 
the Mexicans and Indians. 

An incident occurred on the third day after the 
bloodless "battle of the archives," which, from its 
rarity and unexampled dash and daring, has no equal 
that the writer ever heard or read of in either ancient 
or raodern history. 

On the CA-ening of the 1st of January, 1834, after 
attending a public meeting in Austin, Capt. Alex. 
Coleman and William Bell started in their buggy for 
a ride, followed by Joseph Hornsby and James Ed
monson on horseback. 

Just as Hornsby and Edmonson mounted the spur 
of Rol)ertson's Hill, east of Austin, Avhere George L. 
Robertson UOAV resides, they saAV Coleman and Bell 
jum}) from their buggy, cross the fence and run for 
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dear life across the field southeast of them, pursued 
by about thirty Indians. 

They saw the Indians capture them both, kill Bell 
and about to kill Coleman, when, after a moment's 
consultation, they resoh^ed, though unarmed save 
with one single-barrel pistol betAveen the two, to 
stampede the Indians and rescue their friend Coleman 
or perish in the attempt. 

In their flight Bell and Coleman had separated, and 
the pursuing Indians did the same, many of them leav
ing their horses at the fence AA'hen they entered the 
field, and it so happened that when Hornsby and Ed
monson charged them at full speed, yelling terribly 
and discharging the single-barrel pistol in their midst, 
that they were frightened, left Coleman at liberty, 
but almost naked, and took to their heels, no doubt 
thinking that Hornsby and Edmonson would imme
diately be followed by more Texans. 

Coleman did his best running back to town and 
raised the alarm, Avhile his liberators hung on the rear 
of the retreating Indians for tAvo and a half miles, 
yelling and hallooing until assistance joined them, 
when a little battle took place, wherein three savages 
were killed and their horses and accoutrements cap
tured. 

One night John Wahrenberger, a Switzer and 
gardener of CoL Louis P. Cook, Secretary of the 
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Navy, returning home with a bag of meal on his 
shoulder, fell in Avith a party of Indians at the head 
of the avenue, near the Alhambra. He fled and 
gained the residence of CoL Cook, who then lived 
where Col. A. H. Cook now resides, but received 
three arrows in his meal-sack and one in his arm. 

As the poor fellow gained the door, he fell ex
hausted and fainted, while Col. Cook fired on his 
pursuers and wounded one so badly that their trail 
was easily traced the next day by the blood on the 
ground. 

After recovering his senses, John Wahrenberger 
felt his wound, then looking round he exclaimed: 
" Mine Got! What a Texas! " Then casting his eyes 
around without any more ado, he earnestly inquired : 
" Where ish mine meal ?" It Avas shown to him 
under his head, and taking it up he retired to his 
apartments. 

One night, as CoL James S. Mayfield, Secretary of 
State, was returning home from a party with a young 
lady, Indians shot at and wounded him. 

Once on a time, this same Col. Mayfield, Bart Sims, 
a large, poAverful old Texan, and Judge R. M. Wil
liamson, were in SAvisher's hotel together, when the 
colonel taking umbrage at some remark of old Bart, 
so called by his acquaintances, drcAV his pistol and 
was about shooting him, to prevent which, Sims 
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snatched up " Three Legs," as the judge was some
times called, and holding him betAveen himself and 
Col. Mayfield, exclaimed, " Shoot, damn you, shoot!" 
The judge, not liking his position, but unable to change 
it, alternately exercised his powers of eloquence and 
denunciation. 

First, he earnestly appealed to the parties, saying: 
" Gentlemen, this matter can be settled amicably; 
there is no necessity for any bloodshed. For God's 
sake. Col. Mayfield, don't shoot! " Then, as Mayfield 
pointed his pistol at Sims, he said : " Mayfield, raake 
a centre shot; for, damn you, I will kill you, sure, if 
my life is spared ! Bart, damn your soul, let me 
down." From this appeal, or threat, or somehoAv else. 
Col. Mayfield's ire cooled down, and he didn't shoot. 
But he afterwards swore that Three-legged Willie 
saved old Bart's life on this occasion. 

On Nov. 14th, 1842, Congress met at Washington, 
on the Brazos, AA'hen the President informed it that 
" the comitry loas ivithout credit, tvithout means, and 

millions of dollars in debt." 

He attributed the misfortunes of the Mier expedi
tion to " a want of concert of action, and a disposi

tion to proceed without means or orders." 

The navy had not been able to enforce the blockade 
of the Mexican ports, and other nations complained of 
it, and asked its abolition. The San Antonio had 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 441 

been lost at sea, and the other vessels had been ordered 
to return to Galveston. 

He advised, under the circumstances, the sale of the 
naAy, which, in July, 1843, returned to Galveston and 
for Avant of funds Avas laid up in ordinary. 

At this session he A êtoed a bill for the protection 
of the frontier, the election of a major-general of 
militia, and appropriating $50,000 for that purpose, 
but the bill Avas passed over his veto, and Gen. T. J. 
Rusk raade the raajor-general. 

" He likeAvise," says the learned Yoakum, " gave an 
account of the trouble in regard to the archives and the 

resistance opposed to their rernoval; and also in re
gard to the steps that had been taken to conciliate 
the Indian tribes." 

It can be said in great praise of President Houston 
that his Indian policy cost less money and less blood, 
but was more effective in protecting the frontier than 
his predecessor's. Comptroller James B. Shaw gives 
the Indian appropriations made by the republic as 
follows: 

1837 ] XT X , i, . - f $20,000 
1838 ) ^^^ '*^^ ' ^"'* *""^ I 170,000 

1839 ] ( 1,430,000 
1840 V Lamar's term \ 1,027,319 
1841 ) ( 95,000 

19^ 
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1842 ] r $20,000 
1843 y Houston's second term ^ 66,950 
1844) ( 17,142 

1845. .Jones's term 45,000 

The raids of Vasquez, Woll, Sanchez, Garcia and 
others, together with the prisoner-murdering policy of 
the Mexicans, caused President Houston, on October 
15th, 1842, to address the Great PoAA'ers AA'ho had 
acknoAvledged the independence of Texas an appeal 
in Avhich he said : " In view of the character of hos 
tilities at present waged by Mexico against Texas 
and of those principles which have been, in the opin 
ion of this government, so frequently and so flagrant 
ly violated by our enejny, the hope is confidently 
indulged by the President that the direct interference 

of nations mutually friendly tvill be ext-nded to ar
rest a species of Avarfare unbecoming the age in ^ '̂hich 
we live, and disgraceful to any people professing to 
be civilized." 

Through the friendly offices of England, France, 
and the United States, Santa Anna, who Avas still at 
the head of the Mexican Government, on the 27th of 
May, 1843, agreed to an armistice, Avhich Avas accept
ed and proclaimed by Texas on June 15th, 1843. 

On the 25th of April of this year, ihe SNIVELY 

EXPEDITION, under the command of Col. Jacob Snively^ 
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was organized at GeorgetoAvn, six miles from Preston, 
or Coffee's Station, about ten or tAvelve miles above 
the city of Denison, on Red River. 

This expedition was authorized by the administra
tion, but was to mount, equip, and provision itself, 
and yet to divide the spoils taken with the govern
ment. Its field of operations was to be between Santa 
F6 and the United States, and its object to capture 
Mexican caravans going and returning from Santa 
Fe to the United States. 

Arriving at the head-waters of the Arkansas Rivei', 
near the road from Independence, Mo., to Santa Fe, 
after innumerable vexations, trials, hardships, and 
sufferings in the wilderness, through the beautiful 
prairies, over the glittering hills and sunlit summits 

of the Wachita Mountains, no doubt often reflecting 
upon the ti'uth of the poet, when he said, 

" ''Tis distance lends enchantment to the view, 

And robes the mountains in its azure hue,''"' 

they at last, on the 20th of June, fell in with a cara
van, attacked, killed and captured the Avhole party—• 
aggregating seventeen killed and eighty prisoners, of 
whom eighteen were Avounded. 

Now, this trade between Santa Fe and Indepen
dence, Mo., was valuable to the United States, and 
with the next caravan came an escort of 195 United 
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States dragoons AAdth tAvo pieces of artillery, commanded 
by Capt. Philip St. George Cooke, who claimed that 
Col. Snively Avas out of Texas, and in the United 
States, depredating upon its comraerce. 

Snively's comraand had been reduced to 107 men 
—seventy under command of Capt. Chandler having 
started home on the 29th. So, on the 30th, after 
Cooke had surrounded the remainder, lighted his 
port-fires, and threatened to cut them to pieces if 
they did not immediately stack their arms, they sur
rendered, were then given ten guns and permitted to 
return to Texas! 

Snively started back, sent an express to Capt. 
Chandler and joined him on the 2d of July, Avhen, 
after some delay, many wishing to remain and still 
attempt to carry out the grand object of the expedi
tion, while others wanted to go home, they returned, 

losing sixty horses at one tirae by a stampede, and in 
return killing ten or fifteen Comanches. The Snively 
expedition Avas not a success ! The greater portion 
of it surrendered, as did the merabers of the Santa Fe 
and Mier expeditions, neither of which added any 
sheen to the lustre of Texan arms. 

During the years 1842, 1843, and 1844, in Shelby 
County, took place the famous war between the Regu
lators and Moderators, one of the prime causes of 
which was Charles W. Jackson, master and owner of 
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a Red River steamer running betAveen NCAV Orleans 
and Shreveport, Louisiana, Avho, after some fighting 
and bloodshed at Shreveport, took refuge in Shelby-
A'ille, ran for Congress, Avas beaten, and then, for ex
posing some fraudulent headrights, Avas notified to 
leaA'e the country or he would be killed. Capt. Charlie 
killed Mr. Joseph Goodbread, who served the notice 
on hira, and Avas himself Avaylaid and killed near 
Logansport. 

Wat. Moman, John E. Myrick, and others attacked 
Capt. Jackson's slayers, killed and captured some, 
hung two, and spared one. 

Then, for revenge, and to stop Moman's career Avith 
his Regulators, the party called Moderators was 
organized, commanded first by John M. Bradley, who 
was killed immediately after divine serAdce at a night 
meeting in San Augustine by Wat. Moman. This 
party Avas afterAvards commanded by Alfred Truit 
and Sara Todd. 

Col. O. T. Boulware (AA'LO, one raorning before 
breakfast, kilfed Pete Whetstone, Barton, and Ward, 
in and near Marshall), Avith his party from Harrison 
County, including Alexander and Minor Davidson, 
joined the Regulators. War Avas declared, and the 
Regulators and Moderators met in battle at the COAV-

pens and the Church. 

The first Avas a drawn battle between sixty-two Reg-
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ulators and 225 Moderators, in which several were 
Avounded and one killed. The latter, the battle of the 
Church, resulted in the defeat of the 225 Moderators 
by 300 Regulators, with a loss of four killed and seven 
wounded; immediately after which the amiable land
lord of the Colorado Valley, betAveen Bastrop and 
Austin, Capt. Jack Nash, with others in command of 
the militia of the republic, ordered out by President 
Houston, appeared on the scene of action, arrested a 
fcAA', who Avere required to give bail for their appear
ance at Shelbyville, and dispersed, the rest. 

But none of the offenders were ever tried, the pros
ecutions were dismissed, and the Mexican war coming 
on soon after, the Regulators and Moderators shook 
hands, formed companies, joined the same regiment, 
and vented on the unfortunate Mexicans the wrathful 
feelings formerly entertained for each other—thus end
ing the Avar between the Regulators and Moderators, 
Avhich brought death upon about fifty Texans. 

Col. M. T. Johnson and Capt. Eph Daggett (after-
AÂ ards a distinguished officer in Hays's regiment, so 
famous in the Mexican Avar) Avere Regulators. At the 
Cow^pens, Capt. Ephraim had a ball shot through his 
Avard '̂obe, but fortunately the hero's life was spared, 
in order that he might bear aloft in victorious battle 
the glorious old star-spangled banner, even to the 
halls of the Montezumas. 
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The annexation of Texas to the United States may 
be compared to the courtship and marriage of a young 
couple, Avherein John Bull, Brother Jonathan, and 
Louis Phillipe Avere suitors to the fair maiden of the 

Lone Star, which, though not a suppliant, but rather 
coy and coquettish, gave not only her hand but her 
heart to Brother Jonathan. 

President Tyler, Mr. Dallas, Gen. Jackson, and 
James K. Polk, in whose honor the present lovely 
cities of Tyler and Dallas, and the fair counties of 
Jackson and Polk were named, favored annexation, 
and by preparing the public mind of the United States 
for it, did most to bring it about. 

As early as July, 1842, President Tyler openly fa
vored i t : 

" I am anxious for it," said he, " and wish most sin
cerely I could conclude it at once." 

Gen. J. P. Henderson and Mr. Isaac Van Zandt, Avith 
great zeal and distinguished ability, represented Texas 
at Wasliington City during this interesting period of 
her history—in whose honor, Henderson, the county 
seat of Rusk County, and Van Zandt County were 
named. Gen. Houston did all he could, and yet 
wrote: 

" I am as cool as a shoemaker's lapstone in an open 
shop at Christmas," yet at the same time cautioning 
Texans " not to evince too much anxiety—it would be 
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regarded as importunity, and the voice of supplication 

in such cases seldom commanded great respect'' 

On the 8th of June, 1844, the Senate of the United 
States, by a vote of 35 to 16, rejected the annexation 
of Texas, but the canvass of that year for President in
volved the question; Polk and Dallas, the Democratic 
candidates, were for annexation, Avhile the Whig ticket, 
headed by Henry Clay, Avas against it. 

Mr. Clay was defeated and the question settled. 
The people of the American Union coolly and delib 
erately expressed their desire that Texas should be 
annexed to the United States. 

Before this, Texas had expressed the same desire; 
indeed, the people of Texas were mostly emigrants 
from the United States—their manners, habits, cus
toms, language, and laAvs were similar—they ivere the 

same people ! 

So it required but little diplomacy to bring about 
annexation after the elections in-1844. 

Although the French had first extended the right 
hand of fellowship to Texans, they long ago had done 
the same thing to their forefathers Avhen contending 
against the tremendous poAver of Old England. 

The gallant Lafayette, Savannah, Yorktown, nor 
La Belle France Avere forgotten ! 

Nor Avas the great nation which spoke the language 
of the victors of Agincourt, Poictiers and Cressy— 
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whose sons had wept over the Talbot heroes 0. of 
immortal bard of Avon, forgotten ! 

I t was not because Texas loved France and England 
less, but because she loved the United States more. 

On the 25th of February, 1845, the House of Rep
resentatives of the United States Congress passed the 
annexation resolutions by a vote of 120 to 98; in the 
Senate they passed by a vote of 27 to 25 on the 1st 
day of March, and were approved on the same day by 
President Tvler. 

In the fall of 1844, Dr. Anson Jones and Col. K. L. 
Anderson Avere elected President and Vice-President 
of Texas, and inaugurated as such December 9th, 1844. 
On the 15th of May, 1845, President Jones called a 
Convention of the people of Texas, to meet on the 4th 
of July, and an extra session of Congress to meet on 
the 16th of June, 1845. 

The Convention and Congress both approved annex
ation, and the Convention also framed a Constitution, 
which, with the resolutions, were submitted to a 
direct vote of the people and by them ratified, after 
AA'hich, in December, 1845, this Constitution Avas ap
proved by Congress, and thus the Republic of Texas 
expired, and her Lone Star at that memorable epoch 
was added to the more brilliant and glorious constel
lation of the American Union. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

The Mexican War.—Sale of Santa F6 to the United States.—Public 
Buildings.—Railroads.—The Civil War.—The Soldiers' Return.—Mili
tary and Carpet-bag Rule.—The Administration of Govs. Hamilton, 
Pease, and Davis.—Peace and Development.—Union Sentiment in 
Texas,—Texas Pacific Railroad.—Governors of Texas. 

^ I ^HE annexation of Texas brought on the Mexican 
-*- war, wherein Gov. J. P. Henderson and thousands 

of Texans participated, and gained great glory at Palo 
Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Buena Vista, Cerro Gordo, î^ 
Molina del Rey, Cherubusco, and other famous vicr 
tories of Gens. Scott and Taylor, which culminated in 
the capture of the city of Mexico, and were followed j 

by the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo, Februaiy 2, 
1848, and the annexation of California as well as 
Texas to the American Union. Of the gallant men 
who took part in these brilliant victories were those 
of CoL Jack Hays's celebrated regiment, of which Sam 
Walker was lieutenant-colonel, Mike Chevallie major, 
and Tom Green, Ben McCulloch, Claib C. Herbert, J« 
B. McCown, Kit Acklin, S. L. Ballew, Eli Chandler^^ 
Frank Early, and R. A. and James Gillespie, were 
captains. Most all these gallant soldiers, after dî ^ 
tinguished careers, sleep with the dead; but I will \ 
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conclude this paragraph with the prayer of one of 
thera, Capt. J. B. McCown, just before the storming 
of Monterey: " O Lord, Ave are about to join liattle 
Avitli vastly superior numbers of the enemy, and. 
Heavenly Father, AVC would mightily like for you to 
be on our side and help us; but if you can't do it, for 
Clirist's sake don't go over to the jMexicans, but just 
lie low and keep dark, and you Avill see one of the 
d—dest fights you ever saAv in all your born days." 

Had all Mexico been annexed to the Union, it 
would, in all probability, haÂ e given peace and deveb 
opment to the revolutionary-loviug children of Mon
tezuma and rendered entirely unnecessary the sad fate 
of the amiable Maximilian and the downfall of the 
Mexican Empire. It might also have afforded an out
let for the negroes of the South, and possibl}^ thereby 
prevented the late civil Avar ; but Providence decreed 
otherwise. 

In 1850, Texas sold to the United States a portion 
of its northwestern territory, including Santa Fe, for 
the sum of ten millions of dollars. With this money 
the State paid its debts, erected its public buildings, 
founded asylums for the deaf, dumb, and blind, as Avell 
as sanctuaries for poor, unfortunate lunatics, whom 
sorrow or misfortune had rendered incapable of taking 
care of themselves. 

Two millions of dollars were set aside as a common 
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school fund, and six thousand dollars per mile were 
loaned to railroad companies, in order to facilitate 
their construction. 

The Southern Pacific, Houston and Texas Central, 
and Galveston, Houston and Henderson Railroad 
Companies, etc., were chartered. Immigration and 
capital floAved into the State to such an extent that in 
1860 its population Avas 604,215. 

In 1861, selfish politicians, party spirit, and sectional 
animosity (engendered by the agitation of the slavery 
question) placed Texas Avith her sister Southern States 
in the late deplorable and unfortunate, but ever-mem
orable civil war betAA'een Americans. 

The venerable ex-president. Gen. Sara Houston, Avas 
the governor of Texas at this time, and opposed the 
secession of the State, yet respectfully declined 50,000 
Federal troops tendered him by President Lincoln to 
control his people, Avhen, refusing to take the oath to 
support the Confederacy, he Avas deposed, or, as he 
himself used to say, decapitated. 

So greatly was the secession feeling predominant in 
Texas that he was unable to direct his own family—• 
even his dearly beloA êd son Sam Avas a Secessionist, 
and coming into the governor's office one day just 
before his disposition, Avearing a secession rosette on 
his breast, the governor asked him : 

"What is that, Sam, on the lapel of your coat? " 
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" I t is a secession rosette, father," answered young 
Sam. 

" Why, Samray, haven't you got it in the wrong 
place ?" said the governor. 

" Where should I wear it, father," asked Sam, " if 
not over ray heart ?" 

" I think, Sararay, it would be more appropriate for 
you to wear it pinned to the inside of your coat-tail!" 
answered the governor. 

The Old Hero himself soon laid aside his opposition, 
and being invited to drill the Bayland Guards grati
fied that company, and Avhen putting them through, 
gave his commands as follows : 

" Bayland Guards ! eyes right ! Do you see Louis 
T. Wigfall ? " There being no response, he continued: 
" Eyes left! Do you see Williamson S. Oldham ?" 
There being no response to this inquiry, he went on 
Avith his commands: " Eyes front! Do you see either 
of them ?" Avhen some one ansAA'cred, " No." " No," 
said he, " and you never will! " 

Gen. Wigfall and Judge Oldham were his political 
opponents and violent Secessionists. 

When his son Sam got ready to start for the Con
federate army and came to bid his father farcAvell, the 
Old Hero straightened himself up to his majestic 
height and gave the young gentleman his benediction, 
saying : " My son, do your duty as a soldier ! Biing 
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no discredit upon the family ! May God Almighty 
bless you!" 

Young Sam djd do his duty, and shed his blood for 
the Confederacy, though he was not killed.. 

In Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, as well 
as in Arkansas, Missouri, and all intervening States, 1 
Texans poured out their blood like water, and for four 
long years fought, bled, and died, until the dark clouds 
of adversity gathered over their heads, shutting out 
all hope of successfully continuing the struggle, when 
they furled forever at Appomatox their cross of St. 
Andrew, and, with sad hearts and weary limbs, many ] 
brave and gallant soldiers who had contended with 
impetuous valor at Manassas, Shiloh, Fredericksburg,*! 
and in the Wilderness, against vastly superior num
bers, returned to the once lovely homes which they 
had left, thoughtfully saying : 

" Oh, weep not, dearest! weep not, I 
If in the cause I fall! 

Oh, weep not, dearest! weep not, 
It is my Country's call! " 

and found them abandoned, desolate, or in ruins! 
The world has ranked Gens. Robt. E. Lee, Stone- J 

wall Jackson, Leonidas Polk, and Albert Sidney 
Johnston, as noble and gallant gentlemen; but it may. 
be truly said, that the brave soldiers who fought 
under these distinguished generals and survive the 
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many bloody battles of our late unhappy civil war, 
were animated by the same conscientious sense of duty 
which actuated their beloved commanders. 

Among those who fought on the Southern side 
were many citizens Avho, born and reared in the North, 
had emigrated to the South. 

The statistics of Johnson's Island, where Confeder
ate officers were imprisoned during the Avar, shoAV that 
the majority of officers, in proportion to numbers, who 
took the oath of allegiance or neutrality when tendered 
by the government and returned home exempt from 
military duty thereafter during the war, ivas in favor 

of the South. 

I have often heard of a Boston mother who visited 
her son at this place, AA'ho was a Confederate officer, 
and said to him : 

" My son, I have come for you and brought money 
and clothing. Your brother officers of the South are 
taking the oath and going home; I wish you to take 
it and go home with me." 

He ansAvered : " Mother, I have taken an oath to 
support the Confederate States. Do you wish me to 
perjure myself ? I may be exchanged in a fcAV days, 
and be ordered to my comraand. Shall I disgrace 
my Puritan ancestors by deserting the cause Avhich I 
have sworn to support ? " 

" No, my son," she ansAvered, " do your duty ! I 
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would rather weep over the honored grave of my son, 
than see him aliA'e dishonored ! I go home without 
you, and AA'hile I shall pray to God for the success of 
tlie Union arms, I shall daily and nightly appeal to 
Him to shield and protect you ! Oh, ray son ! may 
the great, wise, and most merciful God bless you !" 

That Boston mother returned home, but her son re
mained, and through the whole Avar did his duty as a 
Confederate, and was surrendered by his heroic gene
ral only after his cause was lost. 

During the Avar all internal improvements ceased, 
immigration stopped, railroads were run in the in
terest of the Confederacy, farms were abandoned, 
and those AA'̂ho cultivated them sent to the front, 
while their fields and gardens grew up in weeds and 
thistles. 

In 1865, after " o-rim-visaored war had smoothed 
his wrinkled front," 

" Peace began her victories 
No less renowned than war." 

Old fences and houses were repaired, new houses 
Avere built, new fields were inclosed, new farms 
opened, and Northern immigration and capital, with 
labor-saving machinery and industrious habits, came 
to Texas, and Avere i'ecei\'ed A\ith open-armed AveL 
come hospitality and kindness, because those Texans 
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who had been born and reared in the North had en
deared themselves to the others by their fidelity and 
devotion to the State of their adoption. 

It is a noted fact that no Confederate soldiers fought 
braver nor died more gallantly than those born and 
reared in the North, and it should be fervently hoped 
by all true patriots that the late unhappy struggle 
will be looked upon by the good people of both sec
tions as a little quarrel and fight between brothers— 
to be regretted and hereafter forever, by both, to be 
forgiven, and remembered only to prevent a repetition 
of such a deplorable calamity. 

Indeed, as a Texan and a citizen of the Araerican 
Union, I can truly say, in the language of the poet: 

*' I do not know that American alive 
With whom my soul is any jot at odds, 
More than the infant that is born to-night." 

True, the military and carpet-bag administrations of 
the state government since 1865 have been very grie
vous, and are justly odious, Avhile the colored troops 
who fought so nobly, and were afterwards stationed in 
man}' cities of the South, as if to show the Southern 
people, in the language of those odoriferous gentle
men, that the bottom rail toas on top, have often 
caused the Southron's blood to boil, and incited him 

to denounce his A'ictoiious Northern brothers as foul 
20 



458 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

iuA^aders of their native land, and the successful rob
bers of their less powerful Southern kinsmen. 

From 1865, after the flight of Gov. P. Murrah to 
Mexico, where he died, in 1866, the military goÂ ern-
ment of A. J. Hamilton was mild and conservative. 

In 1866 J. W. Throckraorton Avas elected over Gov. 
E. M. Pease by a large majority, but after an admin
istration of one year, which gave general satisfaction 
to the people, he was adjudged an impediment to re
construction, and was superseded by the appointment 
and installation of Ex-Gov. E. M. Pease, Avhose ad
ministration was gentle, mild, and just, but not ds 

jure. 

In 1869 Gov. Pease resigned, and Gen. E. J. Davis 
Avas appointed in his stead; then came the Constitu
tional Convention and the notorious election of Gov. 
Davis over Ex-Gov. A. J. Hamilton, Avho, it is generally 
understood and believed by the people of Texas, re
ceived more votes than Davis, yet was counted out, 

Avhile Davis Avas counted in. 

With the administration of Gov. Davis came the 
militia bill, the police bill, printing laAV, school hiAV, 
and all the leading radical measures of the odious 
12 th Lefrislatui-e, Avhich culminated in martial laAV for 
Hill, Walker, Limestone, and Freestone Counties—aud 
the murder of Godley, House, Mitchell, Applewhite 
and others by negro policemen. 
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For more than four long years, by the exercise of 
patience, fortitude, and endurance, the people of Texas 
bore up under the heaA'y Aveight of this most odious, 
unjust, and corrupt of all their governments, either 
state or national. 

But to ca.]) the climax of an uneuAdable notoriety: at 
the meeting of the 14th Legislature, after a fair elec
tion ordered by himself, in AA'hich he Avas a candidate 
for re-election and Avas overwhelmingly beaten, Gov. 
Davis organized armed resistance to the inauguration 
of his successful competitoi". Gov. Richard Coke, and 
actually, Avith about 200 armed men, for several days 
after his term had expired, held forcible possession 
of the basement of the Texas capitol, AA'hile he tele
graphed to President Grant about the inaurrection of 

Texans, the great danger of his life, and begged for 

the nation's arms to sudain him in his usurpation. 

President Grant j ustly declined to sustain the tena
cious office-holder, by which he caused the smashing 
all to flinders of the glass Avhich covered his pricture 

in the governor's mansion, the snatching of his picture 

from the frame, and the consignment of his picture to 
the flames of the executive kitchen ! 

The cost of the military and carpet-bag adminstra-
tion under the reign of Go\'. E. J. Davis and the 
notorious 12th and 13th Legislatures, increased from a 
half million of dollars per annum to ten times that 
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sum; and to give an idea of hoAv, after more than four 
years of despotic rule over Texas, Governor Davis is 
estimated, the following incident, which took place 
towards the end of his eign, is veiy apropos: In 
Corpus Christi or some other Western toAvn, there 
lived a cei'tain man named Montgomery, who did all 
he could to elect Davis's candidate for the Legislature, 
and after the election came up to Austin, when Gov 
ernor Davis, true to his promise, gave him an office. 

Montgomery started home, but at Lockhart, hearing 
some one abusing his friend. Governor Davis, and 
calling him very hard names, he struck the abuser, 
and after a very severe flght, whipped him. 

At Victoria the same thing happened with a similar 
result, but a little harder fight. 

Arriving at home, Montgomery was installed into 
his office and commenced the duties thereof, when, 
a third time, hearing Governor Davis very severely 
abused, he again essayed to whip his abuser. But 
this time his opponent, although rather a small man, 
Avas well skilled in the noble art of self-defence, and 
after a long and well-contested struggle, Montgomery 
sung out " Enough! " after which, feeling unable to 
fight Governor Davis's abusers any further, he sent in 
his resignation, stating his experience and the cause 
of his resignation, whereupon Davis declined to re
ceive his resignation, at the same time ordering Lis 
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appointee to stop fighting, Avith the very pertinent re
mark: 

" Were I to fight every Texan who speaks ill of me, 
I should want many regiments at my back." 

The wise policy of the present administration of 
the National Governraent in permitting Texans to 
enjoy the invaluable blessings of self-government 
without Federal interference is fast Aviping out, to my 
great joy and satisfaction, all bitterness of feeling ex
isting in the Southern heart consequent upon a long 
and bloody as well as an unsuccessful war, and will 
cause our people to look upon their Northern brothers, 
not as conquerors or victorious adversaries, but as 
joint heirs with themselves of the inestimable inherit
ance of constitutional liberty handed down to Ameri
cans by their illustrious Revolutionary ancestors. 

It can be truly said that the great body of the people 
of Texas desire nothing so much as the peace, pros
perity, advancement and glory of the great x\merican 
Union. 

They see in this their OAVU progress, but in another 
war with the North, even were they the victors,* 
they see demoralization, credit mobilier, bribery, cor
ruption and individual as Avell as national decay. 

* It took four long years for the North, with the aid of mercenary troops 

from Europe, to take Richmond, while the Prussians took Paris in less than 

one year ; and yet the French had often overcome Prussia and Austria. 



1 
462 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

Their interest and inclination is to protect and defend 
the beautiful and glorious fabric of constitutional lib
erty ! They wish not to see it in ruins, like the Colos
seum and the Parthenon. 

They would not have the government of their an
cestors pointed at by the nations of the world as a sad 
and mournful vestige of departed greatness and poAver, 
nor do they Avish that Washington, Jefferson, Adams, 
Franklin, Madison and their compatriots, the revered 
founders of liberty in Araerica, should have lived and 
struggled in vain! 

Long before Gen. Lee said he thought his allegiance 
was first due to Virginia, the Chief Magistrate of 
Texas said his was first due to Texas, the land of his 

adoption. 

A monuraent might well be erected to the Confed
erate dead, with the inscription similar in AVords and 
as true in fact as that placed over the heroes of Ther
mopylae : 

" Tell it in the South, O stranger ! that we died 

here in obedience to her laws ! " 

Yet, instead of this, it has been attempted by some 
of their Northern brethren to make their memory 
odious by prohibiting the decoration of their graves by ' 
their surviving comrades and friends ! 

Oh, that the gentlemen of the press of Columbia, in
spired by the heavenly goddess, instead of " going 
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to bed at night and rising in the morning" with 
their columns polluted Avith personal scandal, would 
turn from such uuAvorthy AV< )rk and see to the preser
vation and advancement of the liberties of America, 
for <2 house divided against itself shall not stand ! "^ 

Since the abolition of slavery, which Texans gen
erally look upon as a blessing in disguise, and would 
not re-establish to-morrow had they the power, the 
money formerly expended by the planters " to buy 
more negroes to raise more cotton" is seeking another 
channel of investment. The purchase and improve
ment of real estate and the construction of railroads 
are now draAving this surplus capital. 

And notwithstanding the maladministration of E. 
J . Davis, the H. and T. C. R. R. w âs extended through 
the State to Red River and to the cities of Austin 
and Waco ; the International was built from Rockdale 
to Long A'iew; the Great Northern from Houston to 
Palestine and Minneola; the Gulf, Western Texas and 
Pacific from Indianola to Cuero; and the Point Isabel 
and Brownsville Railroad now connects those towns; 

* The New York Sun of Sept. 23, pleading the cause of poor Louisiana, to 

free her from harpies who steal as they sting, condescendingly says of her 

noble and chivalrous sons : " For the sin which they committed they have 

J'a id the debt in punishment, and yet they linger on in a misery which no 

people have ever known on our continent with whom the Enghsh language 

was a mother tongue and British liberty an mheritance." 
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the B. B., B. and W. T. R. R. has been extended west 
from Columbus towards San Antonio as far as Lu
ling ; Avhile the Texas Pacific Avas extended from Mar
shall to Dallas and Texarkana, connecting Sherman 
and Bonham, and getting wdthin eight miles of Paris. 

This road, notAvithstanding the late financial crisis 
and the great stringency in the money market, even 
Avithout the aid of the National Government in guar
anteeing the interest on its bonds, is sloAvly progress
ing westward. 

The government aided the Northern Pacific by 
guaranteeing its bonds and interest to the amount of 
$88,400,000. 

When the Texas Pacific asked Congress to aid it by 
the guarantee of the interest on its bonds, with perfect 

security, it Avas denied ! The Northern Pacific asked 
much, and it was granted ; the Texas Pacific asked but 
little, yet that little Avas refused, although the latter 
is a much better road for government purposes than 
the former ! HowcA^er, it is to be hoped that Congress 
Avill take a sober second thought on this subject, aud 
grant the aid asked for this great national road. 

The leading Republican journal of Kentucky, the 
Louisville Commercial, thus speaks of the national 
advantages to accrue from the completion of this 
road : 

" In the first place, it will give competition, causing a 
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decline in rates of freights and passage, as the Texas 
Pacific can afford to carry at less rates than upper 
lines. It will form a reliable line between the East 
and the West, which can never be interrupted by 
snow blockades, to which the Union and Central Pa
cific are yearly liable, and will comraand the greater 
part of the through passenger travel during the win
ter months. 

"The new line will develop a rich field for American 
trade and enterprise in Northern Mexico, and open 
up mineral fields of fabulous richness in all that sec 
tion. The saving to the government in the transpor
tation of troops, munitions of war, and the mails Avill 
more than equal, annually, the amount of interest 
guaranteed, CA'CU if the company never paid back one 
dollar. The line will form a perfect protection 
against the ravages of the Indians in Northern and 
Western Texas and Southern California. 

"The State of Texas has recently passed a bill to 
organize seven companies of minute men, Avhich A vill 
actually cost the state at least $500,000 to perform a 
duty which should devolve on the general govern
ment. All this will be saved by the completion of 
this great enterprise. It will attract across its line 
much of the commerce of the Orient, as the length of 
rail from San Diego to the Atlantic at Charleston and 

Savannah is about two-thirds of the distauce from 
20* 
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San Francisco to New York, and, owing to differ
ences in grades and curvatures, practically but one-
half. From San Diego to Galveston the distance is 
but 1,767 railes, against 3,315 by the Union and Cen
tral Pacific. I t will direct a stream of immigration 
to the South, from the piny woods of the Carolinas 
to the prairies of Texas, and infuse new life into the 
entire railroad system of the South. I t will give vi
tality to the now inert and sluggish current of South
ern commerce, and bind the entire country together 
Avith closer and more fraternal ties. Towns and 
cities Avill spring up along their lines, and the cotton 
will be manufactured where produced, and exported 
over this great thoroughfare to China, Japan, and In
dia. The immense mineral resources of the South in 
iron aud coal Avill be utilized, and new life and vigor 
infused both North and South." 

Since annexation, Texas has had the following 
governors: 

J. P. HENDERSON, from 1846 to 1847. 
GEORGE T . WOOD, from 1847 to 1849. 
P. H. BELL, from 1849 to 1853. 

E. M. PEASE, from 1853 to 1857. 

H. R. RUNNELS, from 1857 to 1859. 

SAM HOUSTON, from 1859 to 1861. 

EDWARD CLARK, from March 18, 1861, to end of 
the year. 
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P. R. LUBBOCK, from 1861 to 1863. 
P . MURRAH, from 1863 to 1865. 
A. J. HAMILTON, from 1865 to 1866. 

J. W. THROCKMORTON, from 1866 to 1867. 
E. M. PEASE, from 1867 to 1869. 
E . J . DAVIS, from 1869 to 1874. 

RICHARD COKE, from 1874 to . 

V 

!ff"!K 



CHAPTER XVIII . 

TEXAS LAND TITLES, 

r i l H E earliest titles to land in Texas emanated from 
-^ the kings of Spain, who, being good Catholics, 

claimed through the Pope of Rome, Avho, as the suc
cessor of St. Peter and vicegerent of the Son of God 
on earth, derived his title from the Almighty; hence 
the old Spanish titles or testimonios for labors, 

leagues, one-third and one-fourth of a league, aud 
eleven leagues, issued prior to the 13 th of November, 
1835, either by the Spanish or Mexican Government, 
being of diA'ine origin, have been generally held by the 
courts of Texas to be good, but titles issued between 
the 13th of November, 1835 (when the Consultation 
closed the land offices), and the 14th December, 1837, 
have beeen adjudged Avorthless. 

On the 13th of December, 1837, the Congress of 
the Republic of Texas passed the act establishiiig 
a General Land Office, which Avas immediately vetoed 
by President Houston, but on the next day passed 
over his veto by constitutional majorities ui bolh 
houses, and became the law of the land—and from 
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this office have issued all titles to lands in Texas since 
the 14th of December, 1837. 

By ordinances and decrees of the Consultation at 
San Felipe, passed the 24th of November and the 
5th and l l t h of December, 1835, every noncommis
sioned officer, private, drummer, and fifer of the 
regular and volunteer armies of Texas, were granted 
bounties of 640 acres, or one mile square of land each, 
which, in case of death or disability in the service, Avas 
to descend to their heirs or legal representatiA'es. 

By acts of the Convention and Congress, the bounty 
to soldiers was increased to 1920 acres for all who 
volunteered or enlisted for during the war, Avhile 
volunteers for three months were granted 320, for six 
months 640, for nine months 960, and for twelve 
months and upwards 1280 acres. 

The acts of December 5 and 10, 1836, and June 12, 
1837, for frontier proteqtion, extended the same boun
ties to the Rano^ers. 

On the 4th of December, 1837, the Congress of 
Texas granted to each living hero of San Jacinto, San 
Antonio, Goliad, and the Alamo, and the heirs of the 
dead, one mile square of land. 

A joint resolution of December 10, 1841, granted 
to the soldiers enlisted under the act approved Decem
ber 21, 1838, for frontier protection, a bounty of 240 
acres each, and on the l l t h of February, 1852, the 
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State of Texas granted a bounty of 320 acres of land 
each to the members of a company of Rangers com
manded by Capt. Wm. Becknell in 1836. 

These bounty land claims came before the Secretary 
of War and the Adjutant-General, AÂho, upon the 
presentation of regular discharges signed by company 
officers and countersigned by sorae field officer or 
commander of a post, issued the bounty land war

rants. 

By the Constitution of the Republic, section ten, 
general provisions, adopted March 17, 1836, every 
head of a family then living in Texas, AA'ho had not re
ceived his portion of land as a colonist, Avas entitled 
to one league and one labor of land, and CÂ ery single 
man of the age of seventeen and upAvards was entitled 
to the third of a league. 

Orphans of those entitled to land under the coloniza
tion laws of Mexico were entitled to all the rights of 
their parents at the time of their death. 

The twenty-ninth section of the act of the llth 
of December, 1837, entitled every head of a family 
Avho arrived in Texas after the declaration of inde
pendence, but previous to the 1st of October, 1837, 
to 1280, and all single raen to 640 acres: and if they 
married before the 1st of October, 1837, they were 
entitled to an additional 040 acres, upon condition 
that they should reside three years in Texas, " and 
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do and perform all the duties required of other like 
citizens." 

The tAventy-third section of the same act entitled all 
single men who were by the Constitution entitled to a 
third of a league, to two-thirds of a league additional, 
on condition of getting married within the next 
twelve months thereafter. 

Under these wise and salutary provisions, Avhich 
passed the Senate unanimously, the raorals as well as 
fortunes of the early immigrants improved. Young 
men quit playing poker on Sundays and went to 
church ; barbers, tailors, and dancing-masters Avere em
ployed ; horse-racing and cock-fighting were neglected, 
and our gay and festive bachelors capered nimbly 

with sporting tricks before their amorous looking-

glasses ! 

Camp-meetings in the Avilderness were frequent; 
balls and parties became fashionable. 

There was a sound of revelry by night, 

And our Texan parlors gathered then 

Their beauty and their chivalry, and bright 

The lamps shone over fair women and brave men; 

A thousand hearts beat happily ; and when 

Music arose with its voluptuous swell. 

Soft eyes looked love to eyes which spoke again. 

And all went merry with the marriage-bell. 

I t has been said that a minister stood on one side of 
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the Brazos, and, the river being up, with no means of 
crossing it, actually onarried a couple standing on the 

opposite bank. 

Even General Houston was heard to exclaim in one 
of his public speeches, 

" The world was sad—the garden was a wild ; 

And man, the hermit, sighed—till woman smiled." 

Heaven was propitious, or if a little Homeric fancy 
might be excused, the gods and goddesses of high 
Olympus gave their approving nod, 

" And coming events cast their shadows before ; " 

while apron-strings reminded, poetically, the ex-bache-
lors 

" Of linked sweetness long drawn out." 

Indeed the population increased, and TexAs fiourished 
under this benign legislation of the early Solons of the 
Republic. 

The act of January 4, 1839, granted to heads of fam
ilies AA'ho might immigrate before January 1, 1840, 
640 acres, and to single men of the age of seventeen 
and upwards 320 acres, conditioned on a permanent 
residence of three years, and performing all the duties 
of citizens for that term. 

Seeing the splendid and beneficent effect of these 
headright grants, the great and good men who com-



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 473 

posed the Congress of Texas, on the 16th of Janu
ary, 1843, extended the time of these grants to im
migrants frora the 1st of January, 1840, to the 1st of 
January, 1842. 

The laAV of December 14, 1837, creating the Gen
eral Land Office, also provided for the election, by 
joint vote of both houses of Congress, of a Board of 

Land Commissioners for each county, composed of a 
president and two associates, for the purpose of inves
tigating all claims on the government for headrights 
to lands, and granting certificates to all persons by law 
entitled to them. 

This laAV was superseded by the act of January 26, 
1839, which made the chief justices of counties, the 
associate justices, and the county clerks, boards of 
land .commissioners for their respective counties, sub
ject to the same laws prescribed for the action of the 
former boards. 

By the act of May 13, 1846, county courts were in
vested with all the powers of land commissioners. 

The acts of January 15, 1841, and January 16, 
1843, extended the authority of the chief justice and 
associate justices to issue certificates of headrights to 
immigrants. 

The act of February 7, 1853, pro Added that the 
functions of the various boards of land commissioners 
should cease December 31, 1853, but they were again 
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revived by the act of February 4, 1854, and by the ] 
law of January 8, 1862, the county courts AA'ere re
quired to take proofs and forward former reports on 
unconditional certificates, where, from neglect or 
other causes, they had not been entered and reported 
to the General Land Office. 

An appeal was allowed from the county court, as it 
had been from the boards of land commissioners, to 
the district court, hence raany headright certificates 
Avere issued by the district courts of the various coun
ties on appeal, as well as under the act of February 
4, 1841, which gave them original jurisdiction for 
hearing cases and granting headright certificates to 
all persons by laAV entitled to fhem, Avho had not re
ceived them or who held certificates not recommended 

by the board of land commissioners appointed to 
detect fraudulent certificates. The acts of August I, 
1856, January 16, 1858, February 16, 1858, and Feb 
ruary 7, 1860, gave the Commissioner of Land Claims 
the power to grant certificates to all persons entitled 
to them by laAv, Avho had not received them. 

The old Texans often bought and sold their homes, 
lands, and land certificates, and frora the value of the 
latter, Avicked raen Avho delight in evil deeds forged or 
caused the issuance oi fretudulent certificates, and sold 
or located thera. When detected, these rascals expiated 
their crimes by serving in the penitentiary for a time 
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not less than two nor more than five years. In order to 
checkmate these villains, the TreivelUng Boards of Land 
Commissioners to detect fraudulent land certificates 
Avere created January 29, 1840, Avhose duty it was to 
inspect the records of the various county boards of 
land commissioners, and from satisfactory evidence 
ascertain and report all genuine certificates to the 
General Land Office. This was done, and all the old 
genuine certificates and patented lands are now con
tained in printed books taken from the records of the 
General Land Office, including titles issued by the 
governments of Spain and Mexico, headrights issued 
by the district and supreme courts, by special laws, 
by the commissioner of claims, and bounty and dona
tion warrants issued by the Secretary of War and Ad
jutant-General. 

By laws passed December 6 and 10,1836, June 9, 
December 3, 9, and 14, 1837, land scrip was issued 
for hundreds of thousands of acres of land, and pat
ents authorized to be issued for the same. 

An act of January 26, 1839, granted three leagues 
of land to each county for the purpose of establish
ing a primary school or academy in every county 
in the republic. This act Avas repealed illegally by 
the present Constitution of the State. 

By acts of January 22, 1845, February 10, 1852, 
and February 7, 1853, pre-emptions of 320 acres AAcre 



4 7 6 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

granted to actual settlers on the public domain, who 
had resided on and cultivated the same for three years. 

The 320 acres were reduced, by act of February 
13, 1854, to 160 acres, Avhich, by the laAv of August 
12, 1870, is still granted to heads of families, and 80 
acres to single men twenty-one years old, upon condi
tion that they select, locate, and occupy the same for 
three years. 

By laAV lands were granted to colonists introduced 
by Peters, Castro, Fisher <fe Miller, 640 acres to heads 
of families, and 320 acres to single men. 

The act of December 15, 1863, encouraged the 
erection of manufacturing establishments of iron, cot
ton, wool, fire-arms, nitre, sulphur, poAvder, paper, salt, 
oil, etc., granting 320 acres of land for every $1,000 so 
invested. 

For the encouragement of railroads to aid and fa
cilitate the development of the vast resources of Texas 
lying dormant in her immense forests and prairies, the 
Legislatures of 1854 and 1856 granted 10,240 acres 
of land per mile, and loaned $6,000 per mile, in money, 
at six per cent, interest per annum, for every mile of 
railroad to be constructed in the State. 

Since then grants of lands to railroad companies 
have been increased to 20 sections, or 12,800 acres per 
mile. 

By the act of the 14th of December, 1837, each 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 477 

surveyor was required, as soon as practicable, to make 
out or procure a map of his county, on Avhich plats 
of all the granted lands in each county should be 
made, so as to make a fair showing of the same. The 
acts of February 4 and 5, 1840, and May 11, 1846, 
more completely enforced this provision. Titles to 
land in Texas also emanate from sheriffs and tax-col
lectors. 

Unpaid judgments and taxes are liens upon the 
lands of persons owning them, but a judgment to 
bind land outside of the county Avhere the judgment 
is obtained must be recorded in the county where the 
land lies if in a State court, but if in a United States 
court it binds only within the jurisdiction of the 
court. However, judgment liens become dormant un
less executions issue within twelve months from the 
date of judgments. 

So, notwithstanding, the amount of titled land and 
the various tenures by which it is held, the records of 
the district courts of the different countins of the 
State, wherein deeds of all kinds to land are required 
to be recorded in order to make liens or titles valid, 
the records of the United States courts in Texas, and 
the records of the General Land Office, whence all 
patents emanate, afford very good evidence of good or 
bad titles to land in Texas. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Mina, Bastrop.—The Colorado Valley.—Jones Rivers and Phil Claiborne.— 

Brenham—with descriptions of Bastrop, Fayette, Washington, Nacog, 

doches, San Augustine, Sabine, Shelby, Panola and Harrison Counties.— 

Scenes and Incidents.—Sam Graves, Tom Ochiltree, etc. 

~ 0 ASTROP is a pleasant little village nearly half-
way between Austin and La Grange, on the Colo

rado River, containing about 1,000 or 1,500 inhabi
tants. 

It was first called Mina, but was afterwards re
named Bastrop, in honor of Baron de Bastrop, who 
gave to the corporation four leagues of land. 

The valley of the Colorado above and below Bas
trop is exceedingly rich and productive. The old 
stage' route from Austin to La Grange crosses the river 
four times, and after travelling it and beholding the 
bounties of nature spread out before me, I have 
esteemed it as beautiful and as attractive as any other 
portion of Texas, abounding in fish and game, and 
floAving Avith milk and honey. 

In Bastrop resides the ancient friend and compan-
i(;n of the celebrated Jones RiA'ers, renowned Phil 
Claiborne, Avho, as landlord and lawyer, as well as the 
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beloved associate of Col. Rivers, commands historic 
attention. 

Many interesting stories are told of them, two of 
which are as follows : 

One morning, AA'hile at GeorgetoAvn attending court, 
they, with others, met in the hotel parlor, AA'hen Phil 
asked his friend: " How are you this morning, 
Jones ? " 

Col. Rivers, putting on a solemn countenance, 
answered: 

" Very well, I thank you, Phi l ; but I had a A'ery 
strano-e dream last nio^ht. I dreamed that I was dead 
and in heaven, and, to my astonishment, I saAV you 
enter the heavenly kingdom." 

Phil exhibited great astonishment at this informa
tion, and earnestly requested his friend to tell him 
how he acted on the occasion. 

" Well, sir," ansAvered Rivers, " you carae in just 
about as you did into this parlor a moment ago, stepped 
up to Mr. Clay, and shaking him warmly by the hand, 
you said : ' Why, Henry Clay, hoAv do you do i' 

" Then you shook ^Ir. Webster by the hand, 
saying : ' AVhy, Daniel Webster, how do you do ?' 

"Then Avith equal familiarity you shook hands 
with John C. Calhoun, Gen. Jackson, George Wash
ington, and finally, pushing Gens. Houston and Rusk 
out of the way, saying, ' Sam! Tom ! let me pass,' 
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you stepped up to the Saviour of the world, and, slap
ping him on the shoulder, exclaimed: ' Why, Jesus 
Christ, ole fel, how do you do ? I heard of you Avhen 
I was a boy !' " 

A loud peal of his inimitable laughter was Phil's 
only answer to this story of CoL Rivers. 

Phil Claiborne never received a classical education, 
and it is said Col. Rivers used to amuse himself and 
the crowd by relating such stories as the following: 
" A party of us, including Henry Clay, Madam 
Le Vert, Mark Antony and his wife Susan B,, left 
New Orleans by steamei" for St. Louis. Everything 
went on very pleasantly—laughing, talking and play
ing whist until Ave got to Vicksburg, Avhen Julius 
Caesar, Cleopatra, and old Tom Benton got on board, 
soon after which, old Tom, Mark Antony, Julius 
Caesar and myself went to playing seven-up for the 
whiskey and cigars. 

" We were playing the fourth game Avhen Mark 
Antony, looking toward the ladies' cabin, exclaimed, 
pointing his finger in that direction, ' Great Jove! 
look, Julius !' 

" Caesar and all of us looked and beheld Henry 
Clay Avith his arm around Cleopatra, walltzing about 
the cabin in fine style; and, Phil, it Avould have done 
you good to see the fire flash in old Caesar's eyes, for 
he was jealous and poAverful fond of Cleopatra. 



^ ^ 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 481 

" In jumping to his feet, he overturned the table 
and made for Mr. Clay furiously, but as he entered 
the ladies' cabin, Madam Le Vert, with one of her 
irresistible smiles, motioned Caesar to take a seat by 
her side. He did so; and, Phil, I never saw the supe
riority of our American women over the ladies of 
Rome more fully displayed than on this occasion! 
Actually, sir, Madam Le Vert fascinated the whole 
party, and even caused Henry Clay to divide his atten
tion between her aud Cleopatra, which made the wily 
Egyptian bite her lips in mortification and chagrin. 

" At Memphis, Daniel Webster and Mrs. Hemans 
came aboard, and I tell you what, Phil, there was 
more hugging and kissing and fun and frolic on the 
whole trip than I ever saw before." 

Here Phil interrupted his friend and wanted to 
know if Mrs. Hemans, the poetess, either kissed or 
hugged any one on the trip, and being informed that 
she was seen frequently to kiss and fall lovingly into 

,the arms of Mr. Webster, he remarked earnestly: 
" Well, Jones, I have a copy of Mrs. Hemans's 

; poems at home, and my wife and children have been 
reading it, but as soon as I get back, you may bet 
your bottom dollar I shall burn it up." 

Thus would CoL Rivers mingle ancient and modern 

historical celebrities in his stories for the amusement 

of his less erudite friend. 
21 
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Col. Claiborne is a true believer in the Bible and 
Christianity, and it is said of him that, once on a time, 
being in the congregation of the faithful, he was called 
upon to exhort, when, drawing from his pocket a 
small Bible of about two by three inches in size, he 
read from the Sermon on the Mount: " WhatsoeA'er | 
ye would that men should do unto you, do you even | 
so unto them." Then holding the Scriptures up be
fore the audience and turning over its sacred pages, 
he spoke as follows : \ 

" This book, my dying friends, is the Bible, and 
these are the words of Jesus Christ, who wrote as 
no man ever wrote and spoke as no man ever spoke, 
and I pledge you my word and honor as a gentle
man, the Bible is a good egg and Jesus Christ is no 
sardine ! 

" He went about the world, not like a roaring lion 
seeking whom he might devour, but doing good— 
healing the wounded, curing the sick, consoling the 
unfortunate, changing water into wine, and command
ing us poor, erring mortals to drink it in remembrance 
of Him—God bless Him !—and that we should inherit 
eternal life ! 

" Now, my friends, let us reason together. Sup
pose you lose all your property, you can work for 
more ; if you lose your wives you might marry again! 
Were you to lose your children, you might get more: 

\ 

L 
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but if you lose your immortal souls, up the spout you 

g o ! " 
Shortly after this exhibition of his piety, Phil met 

Avith some friends down-town, and after drinking hot 
Scotches and Tom and Jerries, he started home load
ed doAvn to the guards; but on the Avay, becoming 
weary of his burden, he braced himself up against 
a horse-rack, and was throwing overboard his un
healthy cargo, when a passing friend came up and 
inquired: 

" Phil, are you sick ? " 
Straightening himself up to his full height, he very 

contemptuously answered: 
" You must be a d d fool! do you suppose I'm 

puking for fun ? " 
Arriving at his room he became deathly sick, when, 

moved by his abiding faith in the efficacy of prayer, 
he fell upon his knees and besought the Lord to 
spare his life and heal hira, promising most solemnly 
ncA'er to get drunk again; at which moment the 
prayer of Jones Rivers from the next room came 
very distinctly to his ears, and Avas in effect that 
the Lord should not hearken to Phil Claiborne's pe
tition and spare his life—if He did, Phil Avould be 
drunk again in less than a week, and would finally 
die in his sins ! " Take him now, O Lord !" prayed 
Rivers, "while the boon most dear to Heaven, the 
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first tear of the repentant sinner, is in his eyes, or 
Phil Claiborne may be irrevocably lost! " 

But as he once said to Judge Devine in behalf of 
this same friend, it is human to err and divine to for
give, the prayer of CoL Rivers ascended not higher 
than his head, and Phil Claiborne is still a living 
monument of God's mercy and compassion. 

BRENHAM AND WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

Washington, on the Brazos, once the capital of 
Texas, twenty miles northeast of Brenham, was the 
first county-seat of Washington County; Mount Ver
non, five miles west of Brenham, Avas the second 
county-seat; and Brenhara, named in honor of Dr. 
Brenham,' one of the unfortunate Texans who lost 
their lives in the ill-fated Mier expedition, was made 
the third, and laid off into a town in January, 
1844. 

I t is beautifully located on sandy soil in the heart 
of one of the richest bodies of land in Texas, ninety-
three miles east of Austin, and twenty-one miles west 
of Hempstead, on the western branch of the Houston 
and Texas Central Railroad. I t contains about 
4,000 inhabitants, and although it has been nearly 
burnt up fiA'e times since the war, the first time by 
order of Lieut. G. W. Smith, commander of the post in 
1866, yet it is now steadily improving. 
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In 1846, in the District Court of Washington 
\ County, Hon. R. E. Baylor presiding, the celebrated 

case of Coles vs. Kelsey Avas being tried, Avhen Judge 

', Baylor said to Three-Legged Willie, Avho Avas some-
•. what under the influence of inspiring bold John Bar-
^ leycorn and annoying to the court: 

" Mr. Williamson, take your seat, sir ! " 

Three Legs straightened himself up, and looking 
defiantly at Judge Baylor, said indignantly : " I sha'n't 

^ do it, sir ! " 

Judge Baylor calmly took up his pen and was in 
the act of imposing a fine for. contempt, when Willie 
said: 

" Ah, sir! I beg pardon of the court! and as the 
court has ordered me to sit doAvn I Avill do so, with 
the express understanding that I shall get up again!" 
Then sitting down he exclaimed: " Now I'm down ! " 
and immediately rising, he exclaimed: " Now I'm up ! " 

The inimitable acting of the man caused the Judge 
to smile and the crowded court-house to roar with 
laughter. 

Nacogdoches, once the largest town in Texas, is 
pleasantly situated on sandy soil in the fork of the 
Lananas, tAA'o beautiful streams with gravelly beds, 
Avhich, after uniting, flow into the Angelina. 

At present it contains about 1,500 inhabitants and 
is the county-seat of Nacogdoches County, one-haK of 
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which, the famous red land, is quite productive and 
AÂell timbered, and is watered by the Carissa, Atas
cosa, Mast and Bear Creeks, AA'hich afford fine Avater-
power, and upon which a few mills have been 
erected. 

Nacogdoches was settled about 1714, Avhich the date 
on the old stone house attests, was depopulated in 1819 
during the invasion led by Gen. James Long,* and 
suffered much from the Fredonian war of 1827,f yet 
in 1835 it numbered 3,500 inhabitants. 

Here resided Generals Houston and Rusk, Henry 
Raguet, and the lamented CoL James Reiley, ŵ ho fell 
in battle at Franklin, Louisiana, nobly struggling for 
Southern rights. 

* Dr. James Long, of Natchez, with seventy-five followers, set out for 

Texas on the 17th June, 1819, was joined on the way by others, and on 

arriving at Nacogdoches his force was 300 men, with whom he took posses

sion of Nacogdoches and the surrounding country, proclaimed Texas free 

and organized a government. He visited Lafitte at Galveston and tried to 

get him to unite their forces. Lafitte declined. Long's forces were soon 

after attacked, defeated and expeUed from the country, while he himself 

was captured, taken to the city of Mexico, and put to death. Thus ended 

this inglorious attempt to make a republic of Texas. 

f In the Fredonian war " one man was kiUed and ten or twdce wounded. 

I t consisted in the very slight resistance of the empresario, Hayden Ed

wards, to liis expulsion from Texas by Gov. Blanco. Edwards tried to 

unite with the Indians but failed, and left the country. His contract waa 

abrogated, and the territory embraced in it was divided between David Q. 

Burnet and Joseph Vehlin, as empresarios." 
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Here, in 1836, the pure-hearted, noble-minded, and 
dearly-beloved Southern hero, Robert E. Lee, was sta
tioned Avith his regiment of United States regulars, 
and here he was promoted from the rank of second to 
that of first lieutenant. 

The writer frequently met Gen. Lee Avhile in San 
Antonio, and for some time ate at the same table Avith 
him while he was lieutenant-colonel, and was forcibly 
struck with the purity of his manners and the dignity 
of his bearing. 

After the war, his efforts to restore harmony and 
good-will between Americans so exalted him in the 
estimation of the Northern people, as to draw from a 
leading journal of New York City the very truthful 
compliment: 

"Never did mother give birth to a nobler son." 

San Augustine, Sabine, and Shelby Counties, lying 
east of Nacogdoches County, partake of the same char
acter of soil and timber to be found in the latter, the 
timber consisting principally in pine, oak, and hickory. 
They are watered by the Attoyac, Patrone, Towash, 
Flat Fork, Caney, and other rippling perennial 
streams. 

Panola and Harrison Counties, lying north of Shel

by, are also fine farming and cotton-growing sections, 

but Carthage, the county-seat of Panola, is not quite 
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SO populous as its namesake, the old rival of Rome, 
was, nor is Marshall, formerly styled the Athens of 
Texas, so large as Jefferson, fifteen miles north of it, 
although the great eastern depot and machine-shop of 
the Texas Pacific Railroad has been located there. 

But Marshall is a distinguished place, for here Gov
ernors Henderson, Clark, and Murrah, Wigfall, OchiL 
tree, Jennings, Mills, Hill, Frazier, Adams, Mahone, 
Poag, Pope, and other distinguished members of the 
Texas bar once lived, and on the rostrum and from the 
press eloquently uttered 

" Thoughts that breathe, and words that bum." 
" Their tongues 

Dropt manna, and could make the worse appes' 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Matm-est counsels." 

Here took place the celebrated game of poker be
tween his Honor John T. Mills and Governor Hender
son, wherein several hundred dollars and a new trial 
in the Snowdon case were said to have been lost and 
won on the same hand. 

At any rate, in the morning, after taking his seat on 
the bench, the first order made by his Honor, and that, 
too, wdthout solicitation from any one, was for a new 
trial in the SnoAvdon case. 

In Marshall still resides that amiable associate, good 
citizen, and indulgent father. Judge George B. Ad-
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kins, a fair sample of the old Texas gentleman, who, 
many years ago, while holding court up-stairs, was 
annoyed by a game of faro going on down-stairs. 
After ordering the sheriff to stop the game, and being 
informed of the refusal of the sportsmen to obey his 
order, he adjourned his court for fifteen minutes, and 
being experienced in the game, commenced betting, 
and within the fifteen minutes broke the bank and 
again opened his court, which thereafter was not dis
turbed by the broken gamblers. 

Here I first met that rara avis in terris, the golden-
haired hero and most celebrated and inimitable story 
teller, Tom Ochiltree, AA'hose name is familiar not only 
in Texas and the United States, but also in England, 
France, Gerraany, and the other great nations of the 
world. When but a boy, Tom gave promise of his 
future grand financial ideas in dealing faro from an 
old sardine-box to his associate urchins, and refusing 
to turn for less than a dime. 

" Who put that ar five-center down there ? " he in
dignantly inquired. 

" I put it there, Tom," answered one of the little 
fellows. 

" Well, you take it up," rejoined Tom, " for I sha'n't 
turn for less nor a dime ! " 

I t is said that Major Ochiltree killed more men 

and went through more close places than almost any 
2 1 * 
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other officer of the lost cause. I have heard him 
speak 

" Of most disastrous chances, 
Of moving accidents, by flood aud field, 
Of hair-breadth 'scapes, 1' the imminent deadly breach;" 

how he had two horses killed under him at Val 
Verde, and was blown forty feet in the air, but came 
down unharmed, lit upon his feet, mounted another 
horse, and charged home to victory ! how, in one of 
the battles 'round Richmond, he had slaughtered 
thirty-eight Yanks that he got, besides cutting off 
with his sword a wagon-load of arms and ears; how 
he punched Stonewall Jackson in the ribs with his 
sabre, and waking him up, inquired: " Ole boss, 
Avhere is Gen. Jackson ?" And then how small he 
felt when Stonewall exclaimed : " I am Gen. Jackson, 
what do you wish ?" 

Everybody has heard his story of the Arkansas 
girl who listened with tearful eyes to his touching ac
count of the death of her dear brother who died in 
his aims, and with his dying breath spoke of his 
mother and sister in Arkansas—and how, when she 
inquired his name and he answered : " Major Ochil
tree," she exclaimed in astonishment: " W h a t ! Tom 
Ochiltree ! " and then upon his answering her af
firmatively, how she smiled, wiped away her tears, 
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i | and pleasantly said : " Well, if you are Tom Ochil
tree, it's all right! My brother is stiU alive "—so I 
will not repeat it. 

I I t is reported that he was bearer of despatches from 
j Gen. Sibley to Richmond, giAdng accounts of the bat-

ties of Val Verde, Glorietta, and other engagements, 
' and after an audience Avith Mr. DaAds, at which Gen. 
* Wigfall was present, when Tom retired, Mr. Davis in-
*' quired of Wigfall: 

" Who is he ? " Wigfall answered : " Major Ochil
tree." Mr. Davis rejoined: " I know that as well as 
you do. But he's from your state. Who is Major 
Ochiltree ?" 

" Well, sir," ansAvered Wigfall, " he is a man AA'ho 
would tell a story on credit rather than tell the truth 
for cash." 

" But what I Avish to know of you, Gen. Wigfall, 
is, is he a reliable man ?" again asked Mr. Davis. 

" Reliable ! Yes, s i r !" answered Wigfall, " he can 
outlie and outvelie any man you ever saw." 

Major Ochiltree's amiable manners and very inter
esting conversational powers have made him friends 
everywhere, including Gen. Grant, whose appointment 
of him to be United States marshal was not at all 
distasteful to the good people of Eastern Texas. 

As an ordinary sample of his story-telling, a recent 
instance is here inserted from the Nmo York Herald: 
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" SARATOGA, July 30, 1874. 

" Said Mr. James Valentine to Dr. Quackenbos on 
the quarter-stretch to-day: 

" ' It is just fifty years since Eclipse and Henry ran 
their great four-mile race on Long Island. It was a 
Tuesday in May. I crossed the East River on a tread
mill boat, worked by a mule in harness.' ' Yes,' said 
Dr. Quackenbos, ' there was not a steam-vessel on the 
water. I went over in a periauger.' 

" ' I went over on a raft,' said Tom Ochiltree, of 
Texas. ' I had to run off from school to see the race. 
Society has changed very much since.' 

' You,' said all, ' why, how old are you, Tom ?' 

" ' Threescore and ten,' exclaimed the United States 
marshal in question. 

" Valentine drew a long sigh. ' Well,' said he, look
ing at Tom profoundly, ' I'm afraid I wasn't there.'" 

For the information of parents and guardians who 
may wish to cure their children and wards of stretching 
the blanket too thin, I Avill relate how Mrs. Graves, a 
venerable Christian mother, who lived twenty miles 
from Marshall, on the road to Shreveport, cured her 
son Sam. 

After Sam married and had become the father of 
three or four children, he took up his gun one day, 
and going through the woods, a mile or two from his 
residence, to his father's house, killed several squir-
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rels, and, in giAdng an account of his hunt to his 
mother, said that he had seen at least one hundred 
squirrels upon one tree. 

After dinner Sam retired to his old dormitory, and 
was soon sound asleep, when his mother came in Avith 
ropes and very gently, but unbeknowenst to Sammy, 
tied both hands and feet to the bed-posts; then with 
a whip she came down on Sam with all her might. 

Sam begged and implored, but his mother kept on 
whipping him, once in a while exclaiming : " A hun
dred squirrels upon one tree, Sammy ! " 

" 'Fore God, mother, there were at least fifty !" 
" Too many my son ! " exclaimed Mrs. Graves, as she 

continued the flogging. 

Sam next fell to twenty-five. •" Too many, my boy ! " 
said his mother, and her castigation continued until 
Samivel came doAvn to " at least three or four, mother," 
when she stopped and untied hira. 

Mrs. Graves then informed the gentleman that, be
ing her only son, she had neglected to correct him too 
long and too often ! Her conscience smote her for it, 
and that what she had done was from a sense of im
perative duty to bring about his reformation and 

' eternal salvation. 

) Mrs. Graves' plan worked like a charm, and Sam 
[ ^ Graves became one of the most truthful and reliable 

men in Harrison County. 
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As the providence of God has deprived Major 
Ochiltree of both father and mother, it is to be hoped 1 
that, like the pious monks of old, he will administer to 
himself the castigation necessary for his reformation 
and thus gladden the hearts of his numerous friends 
and secure his own everlasting happiness. 



%' 

CHAPTER XX. 

Galveston, Brazoria, Matagorda, Wharton and Fort Bend.—Houston, 
Jefferson, San Antonio, Austin, Dallas, Hempstead, Plantersville, 
Waller, Graines, Montgomery and Walker Counties.—Ike Baker, Jim 
Pinkston, Joe Bates, the Bell-men, etc. 

r^ ALVESTON, the great port of entry and lar-
^-^ gest city in Texas, containing some 35,000 or 
40,000 inhabitants, the fourth cotton depot in the 
South—New Orleans, Savannah, and Charleston only 
excelling it—is situated on the east end of the island 
of the same name, which is about twenty-seven miles 
long, and where the city stands is about one mile 
wdde. 

This " beautiful isle of the sea" was selected and 
fortified by the notorious pirate Lafitte as his strong
hold, to which he fled for safety when attacked by 
superior numbers, and whither he carried the vessels, 
cargoes and prisoners captured on the main. HOAV 

many beautiful captive maidens were here forced to 
live and endure the horrid companionship of rude 
pirates, far away from the parental roof! And how 
often the poor victims sighed for the realization of 
the poet's ideal of earthly happiness when he sung: 
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"There is a bliss beyond all that the minstrel has told. 

When two that are linked in one heavenly tie, 

With heart never changing and brow never "cold. 

Love on through all ills, and love on till they die ! 

One hour of a passion so sacred is worth 

Whole ages of heartless and wondering bliss; 

And, oh ! if there be an Elysium on earth, 

It is this! it is this I" 

may be rather imagined than described. 

Lafitte was represented as a tall, symmetrically 
formed man, Avith pleasant address and agreeable 
manners. Just before the battle of NCAV Orleans, on 
the 8th of January, 1815, he was offered £30,000 
sterling, a post-captaincy, with the command of a 
frigate in the British navy, if he would join Lord 
Packenham on that faraous occasion. 

Lafitte declined the offer of the British Government, 
enclosed the Avritten proposition to Gov. Claiborne 
of Louisiana, Avith whom he was then at variance, of 
fering his services to the United States, in considera 
tion of a pardon and amnesty for hiraself and follo\v 
ers for all past offences, which proposition Avas ac 
cepted, AA'hen he joined Gen. Jackson in the defence of 
New Orleans, and participated in the glorious victory 
of Araerican valor achieved over British discipline on 
the plains of Chalmette. 

But his habits were formed, and no angel gave 
either to him or his followers that tvondrous potency 
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to change their abandoned, odious, sensual, and pirati
cal lives, and although for his services against the 
British his past crimes were overlooked, he and his 
followers, with the pardon of the President of the 
United States in their pockets, again returned to 
piracy on the high seas, were detected, and ordered, 
in 1821, to leave Galveston Island, which they for
ever abandoned in that year. 

After the departure of Lafitte, the island was occu
pied by the Tonkaway Indians for fishing purposes, 
when tired of eating buffalo, Comanche, and other 
animal food. 

From 1821 to the Texas revolution, the island was 
mostly thus occupied, when the God-and-libertydov-
ing Mexicans established thereon a custom-house, and 
called the place Galveston, in honor of a distinguished 
Greaser named Galv.ez. 

Velasco, at the mouth of the Brazos, and Anahuac, 
at the head of the bay, had fairer prospects at first of 
being the great port of Texas, than Galveston. 

It Avas only after the victorious Texans, under Gen. 
Houston, had made the plains of San Jacinto immor
tal, and avenged the Alamo and Goliad, that fame 
trumpeted abroad, in terms of the highest praise, the 
beauty, fertility and productiveness of the soil and 
the salubrity of the climate—then Galveston com
menced growing. 
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Young men of daring and enterprise came from 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New York, Connecticut, and 
even the State of New Jersey gave to Galveston 
several very good citizens, David and D. The. Ayres, 
among them. From Democratic Connecticut alone 
came E. S. Wood, Joe and William Hendley, George 
and Albert Ball, Ashbel Smith, Munson Hitchcock, 
Stephen Southwick, and that accomplished jurist and 
ripe scholar, laughter-loving Frank Merriman. The 
Nestorian Dr. Levi, the Hon. J. B. and Jeff. Jones— 
the amiable editors and publishers of the News and 

Civilian, Hamilton Stuart and Willard Richardson— 
the Ballengers, Jacks, R. and D. G. Mills, the great 
bankers of Texas, and thousands of others, soon made 
Galveston a sober, industrious, and orderly city, ex
porting produce amounting to more than $25,000,000 
annually. ^ 

It is amusing to hear old Texans relate little 
incidents which took place at an early day, and 
hoping to giÂ e the reader cause for a smile, I 
Avill relate one on Frank Merriman, in which 
Uncle Stephen SouthAvick and Judge Swett were 
actors. 

Frank had just arrived from pious. God-fearing 
NcAA' England, and was perfectly ignorant of " draw 
pokei'," but having learned never to trump his part
ner's ace, and being a first-rate " seven-up " player. 
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when Southwick and SAvett insisted on a efame of 
ĉlient,,. 
n, " draw," he assented, and asked to be shown how the 

> âlte' , -, 
game was played. 

After being informed that the higher cards beat 
the lower cards, and that pairs of higher cards beat 
pairs of lower cards, and so on, the game commenced, 
and Frank was soon piling up and taking doAvn, and 
enjoying himself hugely, when finally he got four 
aces. Swett held four "trays." Frank, after betting 
right sharply, " called " Swett, who, showing his hand, 
said: " Well, Mr. Merriman, I guess I've got you this 
time! I have four trays." 

Whereupon Frank threw down his four aces, ex
claiming, " Confound the luck, when I have ones or 
twos somebody else has threes or fours !" 

Swett quietly raked down the money, and the game 
went on. 

In the Rev. Doctor Eaton's church the next day 
Uncle Stephen went to sleep, and when the baskets 
were passed around for contributions, the collector 
partially waked him, and held out the basket, when 
Uncle Stephen, not fully aroused, spoke out loud 

' enough for the whole congregation to hear him, " Oh, 
j Swett, I pass, I do ! " 

On one occasion Mr. SouthAvick ran for the mayor
alty of Galveston, and after going to every voter, all 
of whom he knew, and asking their votes, he expressed 
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himself as perfectly confident of his election by a > ^ 

majority of 350 votes. ^^^[ 

However, Avhen the votes Avere counted out. Uncle • 

Stephen lacked just that number of being elected, and ' ' 
being laughed at by his friends, exclaimed : •" 

" Well, I've got the satisfaction of knowing 350 * 
d—d liars ! sure as my name is Stephen Southwick!" *i 

During the late civil war, Galveston was attacked y^ 

and captured twice, one time by the Federals, the i'̂  
other by the Confederates, wherein a father and son 
fought on opposing sides; the son, Lieut. Lee, was 
killed on the Harriet Lane, and the grief-stricken 
father, who was a graduate of West Point, partici
pated in his funeral obsequies—possibly slew his OAVU 

son! 
God shield our country forcA êr from another civd 

war! 

West of Galveston are the great sugar counties of 
Texas, Brazoria, Matagorda, Fort Bend, and Wharton, 
watered by the Brazos, Old Caney, San Bernard, CoL 
orado and other streams. 

The land of these counties is very rich and pro
ductive, but not so valuable UOAV as before the war, 
as they were then made productive by the forced 
labor of the sable-colored sons of injured Africa, who 
since their emancipation are, in many instances, op
posed to regular labor or continued physical exertion. 
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In Brazoria, Mr. S. F. Austin lived and died, and 
here lives Capt. Robt. J. Calder, who was at San 
Jacinto, and as sheriff of Brazoria arrested the noto
rious Monroe EdAvards. 

On Old Caney lives the venerable Capt. John Dun
can, an eighty-year-old Texan, and his estimable 
neighbor, John Rugely. The gallant Erasmus Smith 
lived and died in Richmond, where now survive the 
genial-hearted, amiable and accomplished Dr. G. A. 
Feris, Randolph Foster, the oldest living Texan, and 
T. J. Smith, of Fannin's command, spared because he 
was a blacksmith. 

The section of country embraced Avithin these four 
counties is destined within a few years to be one of 

the garden spots of the world. 

HOUSTON. 

Houston, the second city in size and importance in 
Texas, and famous for its notable, as well as very dis
tinguished and highly creditable STATE FAIRS, w âs 
surveyed and laid off into lots by John K. and A. C. 
Allen in 1836, soon after the battle of San Jacinto, 
and named after Gen. Sam Houston. 

It is the great railroad centre of Texas, and is con
nected by rail with Galveston, Columbia on the Bra
zos, Columbus on the Colorado, Luling, Waco, Dallas, 
Denison, Austin, Palestine, Marshall, Jefferson, and 
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all intermediate cities and towns, many of consider-

able mercantile importance. 

The Bayou City, as it is frequently called, is situa
ted on Buffalo Bayou, about fifty miles northAvest of 
Gah'eston, has about twenty thousand inhabitants, 
and besides its very creditable schools and churches 
can justly be proud of its two very successful manu-
facturing establishments of cotton and woollen goods, 1 
the Eureka and City mills. • I 

The merchants of Houston do considerable business 
with interior merchants, and calculate when they 
complete the ship channel, so that ocean steamers 
can come up to Houston as easy as they can enter 
Galveston Bay, Avhich scientific engineers say can be 
done, to compete Avith Galveston as to future growth 
and commercial importance. 

I t was here during the war that Gen. Magruder 
established his head-quarters, cast cannon, and organ
ized his famous attack and capture of Galveston. 

From Houston Gen. Tom Green and his gallant 
soldiers sailed on their frail little boat doAvn the 
bayou, in sight of San Jacinto, through the bay, up 
to the Harriet Lane, boarded and captured her ! and 
thus Galveston. 

As the little vessel passed the memorable battle
ground, and the lamented hero beheld the plain 
Whereon, twenty-seven years before, he and his com-
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rades, manfully contending against superior numbers, 
had gained a glorious victory and made the Republic 

M,,, of Texas an independent nation—thought he of the 
fearful battle-cry of the Texans: ^^Bemember the 

Alamo!" or of the appealing shriek of the poor de
feated Mexicans: ^Me no Alamo!" or of the dear 
ones at home, who were soon to lose dear brother, 
kind father, and tender husband ? 

Alas, that one so useful, beloved and needed by 
friends, country, and family, should be killed in the 
moment of victory ! 

The reader will pardon this passing tribute of 
respect to one of the bravest soldiers and most accom
plished officers who fought and died for the lost cause, 

and I will relate the following Houstonian anecdote: 

During our late civil war, Avhich Gen. Houston 
opposed, many of his old friends, among them the, 
genial hearted Frank Lubbock, and other good Con
federates, did not speak kindly of the old hero, but in 
order to counteract his influence against the harmony 
and union of Texans in support of the Southern Con
federacy, said things which excited his Avrath and 
brought forth the following evidence of his sarcastic 
powers. 

Coming up one night on the steamer Diana from 
Galveston to Houston, he called to the stcAvard sev
eral times and asked, when the boat stopped : 
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" What place is this, steward ? " 
On arriving at the Bayou City, when the boat 

stopped, not knowing where he Avas, he repeated his 
inquiry, and was answered : " Houston." 

" Houston 1" said the old general, " Houston! Oh 
yes, I recollect now. I raised some pups in Houston 
—they have grown to be big dogs, and now when I 
walk out, they bark at me! " 

JEFFERSON. 

The sixth city of Texas, numbering more than 
8,000 inhabitants, is Jefferson, situated on Cypress 
Bayou, at the head of navigation. 

Jefferson, since the war, was almost entirely burned, 
but has been rebuilt with more substantial and ele
gant structures—more than 150 new brick stores 
have been erected in the place of the wooden ones 
consumed by the fire. 

In 1869 Jefferson shipped to New Orleans about 
eighty thousand bales of cotton, besides an immense 
quantity of wool, hides, tallow, beeswax, etc., etc. 

The Avhole of Northern Texas, from Dallas on the 
Trinity to Fulton, Arkansas, traded with Jefferson, 
bringing down cotton, flour, pork, wool, hides, beeves, 
etc., etc., and carrying back in their wagons supplies 
of clothing, machinei'y, farming utensils, and other 
articles of merchandise. 

I 
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The people of Jefferson aided in the construction 
of the Texas and Pacific Railroad from LongA'iew to 
Texarkana, but this road and the Central now supply 
the vast country Avith merchandise, which was for
merly tributary to Jefferson, the trade of which has 
in consequence decreased immensely. 

" So the struck eagle, stretched upon the plain. 
No more through rolling clouds to soar again, 
Viewed his own feather on the fatal dart, 
And winged the shaft that quivered in his heart. " 

The country near Jefferson abounds in iron ore of 
the finest quality, of Avhich very fine stoves and ploughs, 
as well as all manner of castings, are made. As the 
great source of wealth to the people of Marion County, 
this inexhaustible supply of ore should be properly 
and immediately appropriated, so as to supply all 
Texas Avith home-made iron goods. 

A few miles from Jefferson on Soda Lake, through 
which the Cypresses flow into Red River, is the 
famous promontory jutting out into the lake, over
looking the surrounding country for railes, called Pot
ter's Point, in honor of the celebrated Robert Potter, 
Secretary of the Texas Navy, who, frora its dense for
est abounding in game and cool fountains of pure 
Avater and splendid facilities for fishing and ducking, 
selected it as his home. Here he hunted, fished, and 

22 
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killed ducks to his heart's content, and then retired to 
his library and indulged his fondness for reading. 

He Avas a rare genius—gifted and eloquent. No 
other member of the Texas Congress did Gen. Hous
ton fear so much as CoL Potter, who had all the 
English poets at his tongue's end, was an expert 
logician, quick at repartee, fiuent, and at the same 
time a fine actor. 

The story of his death runs as follows: 
For some time there had been war between him

self and his followers, and Capt. Wm. P. Rose and 
his friends. 

One morning after daylight, but before sunrise, Col. 
Potter and his party galloped up to Rose's house, and 
surrounding it expected to capture him. On search
ing the house, they found the bed still warm where 
he had slept during the night, but Capt. Rose was 
gone! He was an early riser and was out in the 
neio ground with the negroes clearing, and seeing his 
enemies approach, he laid down on the ground and 
ordered his slaves to cover him all over Avith brush, 
and in order to prevent any suspicion of his presence, 
to set the heap on fi/re, which they did, and as Potter 
and his party approached seeing no place of conceaL 
ment except the burning brush lieap, they went away, 
when although somewhat scorched, he crawled out 
from his hiding-place, mounted his horse, hastily sum-
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moned his partisans, and next morning attacking Pot
ter, surrounded him in his house. 

Col. Potter aroused and conscious of his danger 
broke through his enemies, plunged headlong into the 
lake, dived and SAvam for dear life, but as he raised 
his head above the water to get breath, it Avas riddled 

^ Avith bullets.* 

Thus perished CoL Robert Potter! but Potter's 
Point still remains, and is one of the most pleasant 

- resorts for fishing, hunting, and ducking in all 
' Texas. 

mi' SAN ANTONIO. 

^''^ In 1682, the same year that Wm. Penn and his 

* Dickens, in his " American Notes," thus quotes the t ragedy: 

" T E R R I B L E D E A T H OP R O B E R T P O T T E R . — F r o m the Caddo Gazette of 

the 12th inst. we learn the frightful death of Col. Robert Potter 

He was beset in his house by an enemy, named Rose. He sprang from his 

couch, seized his gun, and in his night-clothes rushed from the house. For 

about two hundred yards his speed seemed to defy his pursuers ; but, ge t 

ting entangled in a thicket, he was captured. Rose told him tha t he in

tended to act a generous part, and give him a chance for his life. He then 

told Potter he might run, and he should not be interrupted tiU he reached 

a certain distance. Potter started at the word of command, and before a 

gun was fired he had reached the lake. His fiist impulse was to jump in 

the water and dive for it, which he did. Rose was close behind him, and 

formed his men on the bank ready to shoot him as he rose. In a few 

seconds he came up to breathe ; and scarce had his head reached the sur

face of the water when it was completely riddled vrith the shot of their guns, 

and he sank to rise no more." 
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Quaker followers laid out the beautiful site of Phila
delphia, between the Delaware and SchuylkiH Rivers, 
about fifty Spanish families from the Philippine Is
lands, headed by the Navarros, Garzas, Leals, Rodri
guezes, Perezes, Manchacas and others, landed upon 
the coast of Texas, and, Avending their way up the 
country, were captivated by two beautiful streams, 
between Avhich they settled, calling one the San Anto
nio and the other San Pedro, where they laid out a city 
into lots with very irregular streets, and named it San 
Antonio, which to day is the third city in size in Texas, 
containing about eighteen thousand persons. 

San Antonio has five streams of water running 
through it, and is a remarkably healthy and flourish
ing city; its colleges, schools, and churches bear evi
dence that its citizens are great lovers of learning and 
morality. 

Near the heart of the city stands that antique 
but memorable structure, known in history as the 
Alamo, where Crockett, Bowie, and their heroic fol
lowers fought their last fight, and gave to Texas his
torians the right to record truthfully: 

" Thermopylae had its messenger, 

The Alamo had none I " 

No monument marks their tomb. They were de
nied sepulture. Their bodies were burned and their 
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ashes scattered to the winds of heaven, but their 
names Avill live in history and song as the bravest of 
the brave, so long as Americans continue to love 
deeds of noble daring and heroic achicA'craent, or so 
long as the beautiful San Antonio River Avith arrowy 
swiftness shall continue to flow^ by the Alarao and 
Goliad, and mingle its waters with those of the 
Gulf. 

Below San Antonio on the river are the celebrated 
Missions of Espada, San Juan, San Jose, and Con

cepcion, erected more than a century ago, Avhich from 
their ancient style of sculpture, structure, and archi
tecture never fail to repay the strangers' visit. 
These missions were built by pious Spanish priests, in 
which to fight as well as pray; to Christianize the 
wild savages, and to be used as forts when attacked. 

After railroad corainunication is established be
tween San Antonio and the rest of the world, its 
commerce, trade, population, and wealth must neces
sarily increase ; wherefore San Antonians should aid 
and encourage the speedy completion of the Interna
tional and Mexican Gulf Railroads, with all their 
might, amity, and resources. 

AUSTIN. 

Austin, the capital of Texas, contains about tAvelve 
thousand inhabitants, is beautifully situated on the 
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Colorado River, was surveyed in 1839, and made the 
seat of government in 1840, Avhen the Indians in the 
neighboring mountains were as thick as leaA'es in 
Valambrosa. 

I t has more hills than the Eternal City, and hence 
its cognomen City of Hills, high above all of which 
Mount Bonnell rears its lofty head, looking doAvn with 
complacent grandeur and dignity upon the sparkling 
waters of the river at its base. 

The following legend of the Colorado Valley Avas 
related to me years ago by that reliable gentleman, 
good citizen, and gallant soldier, George L. Robert
son: 

" Mount Bonnell was called by the early settlers of 
Colorado Valley Antonette's Leap, which was given 
to it in consequence of the selfdmmolation on that 
picturesque spot, at an early day, of a most lovely and 
accomplished young senorita, who came over from 
Spain at the first settlement of the Missions of San 
Jose, San Juan, Espada, and the Alamo. 

"The fame of Antonette's beauty and intellectual 
charms was spread abroad through the settlements, 
and even extended to the hunting-ground and camp-
fires of the red men of the forest, till it came to the 
ears and inflamed the passions of Cibolo, the chief of 
the Comanches, who selected a band of his favorite 
warriors^ made a raid upon the settlements, captured 
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n\ 

the beautiful Antonette, and carried her far away to 
his camp in the wilderness, on the head-waters of the 
Colorado; 

" The parents and friends of the unfortunate seno
rita mourned her as lost forever, except Don Leal 
Navarro Rodriquez, her betrothed lover, a brave and 
elegantly educated young Spanish caballero, of fine 
personal appearance and honorable, as well as braAC 
to a fault, w ĥo determined to follow the murderous 
Indians to their home and rescue his beloved Anto
nette, or perish in the attempt. 

" Don Leal mounted his favorite steed, and, Avell 
armed, started from the Alamo alone in pursuit of the 
Indians, and after many hair-breadth escapes, unelis-

covered, descried the camp of the savages, and selecting 
a dark night, he entered it, and by imitating the mock
ing-bird, of Avhich Antonette was very fond, and whose 
singing they could both imitate to perfection, he soon 
discovered what spot inside the encampment she Avas,' 
then came into the very tent which she occupied, and 
found her tied securely to prevent her escape. 

" In an instant the lover severed the bonds which 
confined the dear idol of his heart and Avith her 
cautiously returned to where he had left his horse 
when he entered the Comanche camp; then quickly 
mounting and taking Antonette up behind him, he 
started to regain the Mission of the Alamo. 
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" The fury of Cibolo in the morning, Avhen he dis
covered the escape of his fascinating captive, knew 
no bounds. He raved and blasphemed terribly; then 

« 

sounding the alarm, with an hundred chosen warriors, 
he hastily started in pursuit, leaAdng the main body of 
his tribe to await his return. 

" For several days Don Leal and his beloved Anto
nette made good speed towards the settlements, sub
sisting most bountifully upon game, Avhich was easily 
obtained through Don Deal's rifie, and at night sleep
ing under the forest trees; but on the seventh day, 
leaving the prairie land, they became entangled in the 
mountains bordering the Colorado, and early in the 
morning of the eighth day the lovers discovered them
selves surrounded upon all sides by the cruel savages 
and all attempts at further flight entirely hopeless. 

" The wrathful Cibolo, with cow horns on his head 
and face horribly painted, advanced in all the 
pride of power to where they had fled as a last refuge, 
but when about fifty yards off, Don Leal, who had 
firmly resolved to fight and die rather than surrender, 
raised his rifle to his shoulder, and taking deliberate 
aim, fired! In an instant the savage chief bounded 
into the air and then fell to the ground a corpse; but 
in another instant at least twenty arrows pierced his 
own body, and he too fell to the earth and expired 
without a groan. 
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" After surveying the situation, and revolving in 
her mind the miserable fate awaiting her from the mer
ciless Comanches, the emptiness and vanity of human 
life compared Avith the ineffable joys of Paradise, the 
poor, unfortunate girl bent over the prostrate and life
less form of her lover, kissed his dear lips, and then 
rising, with her eyes toAvard heaven and murrauring 
her last prayer to God, she plunged headlong doAvn 
the precipice and struck the rocks beneath, raangled, 
bleeding, and dead! 

" For a long time the place where these rare, devot
ed but most unfortunate lovers met their sad and un
timely fate was called ' Antonette's Leap,' but years 
ago a wandering Bohemian, Avho happened to pass a 
few days in Austin, ambitious of fame or notoriety as 
Herostratus, or emulating the example of Americus 
Vespucius, AA'hose presumptuous A'anity cheated Colum
bus out of his just glory, blotted it out and substituted 
his own, and now Antonette's Leap is Mount Bonnell 
just as certainly as Columbia is America." 

As an evidence of the abundance of game formerly 
on the Colorado, I Avill relate an incident in the early 
history of Austin: 

One morning an emigrant, answering to the familiar 
name of Adams, walked into the most popular hotel 
of the place, then kept by Capt. SAvisher, the father 
of that amiable gentleman, good citizen, and weU-

22* 
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knoAvn Austinian, Col. Milt SAvisher, and engaged 
board by the month, agreeing to pay for it in turkeys, 
at fifty cents each—making the contract and eating 
his dinner he walked up the valley of the riA êr and 
being very expert at throwing rocks, in that way 
killed six wild turkeys, which he brought home and 
turned over to his landlord. 

In the morning he went out again and about dinner 
time returned with seven Avliich he • had killed in the 
same way. At night he returned with another load, 
when Capt. SAvisher said to him: 

" Mr. Adams, you have overstocked me Avith turkeys. 
Don't kill any more for a few days." 

Mr. Adams paid his board regularly in wild turkeys, 
and ever afterAvards went by the soubriquet of Tur

key Adams. 

For some time after the capital was removed to 
Austin the Indians were A'"ery troublesome, making 
frequent raids on the settlements, killing and robbing 
without mercy. 

On one occasion Capt. Billy Wilson, Avith a party of 
young men, including Col. Jack Baylor, who relates 
the story, pursued them for three days, without rest 
or food, and overtook them on the head-waters of the 
Yegua, near Austin. 

Just before the Indians, Avho were retreatino- at 
their utmost speed, reached the timber, one of thera, to 

1 

I 

I 
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facilitate his speed and escape death, being left behind, 
cut loose a large piece of raw meat, and letting it fall 
to the ground continued his flight. Col. Baylor and 
his companions saw this operation, and being exceed-

\ ingly hungry, stopped, lighted a fire, cooked and com-
1; menced eating the captured meat. 

When Capt. Wilson, who rode a safe rather than a 
f, swift horse, and was behind, came up, and saw them 
I devouring the captured property, he being hungry 

i himself, exclaimed: 
' " Great God ! that meat is poisoned ! you'll all be 

[i dead in fifteen minutes ! Run down to the creek and 
drink just as much water as you can, to kill the 

;; poison! " 
Baylor and his young Indian hunters heard and 

obeyed their chief, but as they returned to the spot 
I they beheld their comraander as he Avas swallowing the 
' last particle of the captured raeat, who, Aviping his 

mouth with his sleeve, exclaimed, with a cunning 
smile: " Well, boys, we'll, all die together ! I have 
histed in what you left! " 

DALLAS. 

No city in Texas or the south has grown so fast in 
the last year as Dallas, which is beautifully situated 
on the Trinity River, at the junction of the Texas 
Pacific Railroad Avith the Houston and Texas Central. 
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This city was settled in 1842, by Colonel John 
Neely Bryan, and named in honor of Commodore 
Dallas, of the United States NaAy, while the county 
was named after George M. Dallas. 

In 1846 the Legislature made it the temporary 
county-seat, and in 1850 it became permanently so by 
the vote of the people. 

In 1846, when the writer passed round it, there 
were but about thirty or forty inhabitants, but in a 
few years afterwards, Avhen it became the permanent 
county-seat, many houses and much improvement were 
added to it. 

In 1860 all the business portion of the city was 
buiTied, and the war coming on after, there was a stand
still, while the fierce and bloody strife between Ameri
cans called many of its citizens to the tented field and 
the soldier's grave. 

Not until 1868 and 1869 did Dallas again com
mence to improve, but in July, 1872, the Houston and 
Texas Central reached it, followed, in August, 1873, 
by the Texas Pacific, and then came the era of im
provement and progress. 

Many large, fine brick stores and residences have 
sprung up like magic, while a second bridge, for the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad, will soon span the river. 
A court-house has been built of stone at a cost of 

* 

about one hundred thousand dollars, and the popula-
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tion to-day seems to be not less than ten thousand 
souls, and is rapidly increasing, while Dallas Count}-, 
with its springs of pure, clear Avater, rich and produc
tive lands, is gaining population and Avealth daily. 

As the city of Dallas is about the centre of one of 
the finest wheat, cotton and corn groAving counties of 
Texas, of which about one-third is timber and two-
thirds prairie land, capable of producing a bale of 
cotton, or from twenty-fiA^e to thirty bushels of wheat, 
or from thirty-five to fifty bushels of corn, or from 
forty to sixty bushels of oats to the acre ; as it is soon 
to have two more railroads, one to intersect the Great 
Northern at Palestine, and the other the Trans-con
tinental in Tarrant County, and the Denver City Rail-
road in Clay County, it bids fair to be one of the 
largest inland cities in the State of Texas. 

The old streets of Dallas are broad and at right 
angles; their names, such as Latimer, Burford, Record, 
Cochran, Ochiltree, Bryan, McCoy, etc., call up in the 
minds of old Texans many pleasing reminiscences of 
past and by-gone days. 

Latimer Street was named in honor of the late J. W. 
Latimer, who, in 1849, founded The Dallas Herald, 

aud edited it with distinguished ability until the day 
of his death in 1859. Mr. Latimer was a fine Avriter, 
and through the columns of The Herald, like a vigilant 
sentinel from the watchtower of liberty, sounded the 
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alarm at the stealthy approach of the enemies of free
dom and progress. In the prime of his life and use
fulness, at the early age of about thirty-three, re
gretted by all who knew him, he passed away, leaving 
to his partner, Mr. J. W. SAvindells, the control of 
T'he Herald, under whose management it has, from a 
weekly, become one of the leading and most useful 
daily journals in the state. 

Record Street was named after the late J. K. P. 
Record, and Burford Street after the Hon. Nat. M. 
Burford, who still defies the destroying effects of 
time, and makes glad the hearts of his friends by his 
genial smile and great magnanimity. 

Judge Burford has been called " Magnanimous 
Nat," from the folloAving incident: 

Several years ago Mr. George Laws, himself and 
Jim Record (as the late Senator J. K. P. Record was 
familiarly called by his friends) went fishing, carrying 
Avith them a few bottles wherewith to enliven their 
day's sport and as an antidote for snake-bites. 

Now it so happened, from a rise in the river, not 
catching any fish, drinking too much whiskey, or some 
other cause, that these gentlemen found themselves iu 
their flatboat Avithout poles or oars, gliding down the 
turbid waters of the Trinity River, when Record ap
pealed to his friend, and said : 

" Great God, Nat., what will become of us ? We 
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will be carried away, and lost in the Gulf of Mex

ico !" 

Whereupon magnanimous Nat arose, and assuring 
his friends of his ability to saÂ e them, took up the 
log-chain attached to the end of the flatboat, and put
ting it around his neck, fastened the hook into one of 
the links of the heavy chain, and plunging into the 
swollen stream essayed to swim ashore and carry the 
boat and his friends to safety. 

After one lusty stroke as a swiraraer he went under, 
when Record and Laws seized the chain, and pulling 
him up frora under the water thus saved his life, and 
soon after, by catching the limbs of overhanging trees, 
got the boat to bank, and returned to Dallas, wetter 
and more fatigued, if not as sober as when they sallied 
forth in the morning on their famous excursion. 

Another true story of Judge Burford is as follows: 
One night, at Lancaster, GeorgetoAvn, or some other 

place, in consequence of the crowded condition of the 
hotel where he had stopped, he was placed in the 
same bed with an Irishman, whereupon he pleasantly 
remarked: 

" Well, Pat, I reckon you'd have lived a long time 
in old Ireland before you'd have slept with a judge." 

" Yes, yer honor," rejoined Pat, " but the likes of 
ye might have lived longer in ould Ireland before yes 
become a judge." 
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Nightcaps followed this rejoinder, and Judge Bur
ford tucked the drapery of his couch on one side of 
him, and Avith Pat Maloney on the other, laid down 
to pleasant dreams, which the great, wise, and most 
merciful God always sends to the pure hearted and 
magnanimous. 

In Dallas I heard the following laughable story: 

Billy Harlan, a noted character, Avas indicted a good 
many years ago for stealing a pair of hames, was 
tried, convicted and sentenced to receive thirty-nine 
lashes, without a scintilla of testimony being intro
duced to sustain the charge. 

Tom Jones, one of the jurors, being asked how, 
under his oath, he could bring in a verdict of guilty 
upon the evidence adduced, answered : 

" Why, didn't he steal old Mrs. Lovejoy's apple 
dumplings out of the pot while it was boiling; he 
ought to haA'e a thousand lashes instead of thirty-
nine. 

The next morning, on the opening of court, Billy's 
attorney made an application for a new trial, on 
account of the absence of any testimony to Avarraut 
the finding of the jury. Imraediately after the ad
journment of court on the previous evening, the sheriff 
took Billy out, made him fast to a tree, and in genuine 
fi'ontier style administered the sentence of the court. 

When Billy Avas informed of the application for a 
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new trial, he ran into the court-house, inteiTupted his 
lawyer, G. A. Everts, by pulling his coat-tail, and 
saying, " Stop that, they have already whipped me." 

The attorney Avithdrew his motion for a new trial, 
but the court, Hon. Nat. M. Burford presiding, satis
fied that there was no testimony to warrant the ver
dict, against Billy's desire, granted a UCAV trial; but 
before his rearrest, Billy, not wishing to be rewhipped, 
broke out of the court-house and fled to parts un
known. 

If, in the course of his promiscuous reading, these 
few lines should ever fall under his observation, it 
may be well for Billy Harlan to remember that the 
record in his memorable case is still in a state of pre
servation. 

HEMPSTEAD, 

The county-seat of Waller County, is at the junction 
of the western branch of the Houston and Texas 
Central Railroad, with the main trunk, about fifty 
miles above Houston, and not more than three or 
four miles from the Brazos River. It is pleasantly 

^''•' located on sandy soil in the prairie, surrounded by 
^' the timbered lands of Clear Creek and the Brazos. 

By the Legislature of 1873, Waller County Avas 
created out of Austin and Grimes Counties, and Hemp
stead made a court-house town. This had often been 

I 
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attempted before, but had as often been defeated by 
the citizens of Austin County living west of the Bra
zos. Hempstead has about 1,000 or 1,500 inhabitants, 
is rapidly improving, and is sustained by a rich and 
productive surrounding country, abounding in all 
kinds of game and fish. 

I have passed some the most pleasant moments of 
my life in and around this town, and will relate a 
little incident which occurred there but a few weeks 
ago: 

Meeting with my old friends. Judge W. S. Day, 
Major J. B. McCown, and others, Ave were indulging 
in pleasing reminiscences of the past, when we were in
terrupted in our enjoyment by two drunken men, one 
of whom, as he sat doAvn by my side, repeated the fob 
lowing lines of the poet: 

" O^ ever thus from childhood's hour 
I've seen my fondest hopes decay, 
I never loved a tree or flower 
But -^hat 'twas sure to fade away I " 

Somewhat annoyed by the intruder, I slapped him 
on the shoulder, and, intending to be severely ironical, 
thus addressed him: 

" Sir, nature intended you for a gi'eat poet! Had 
you not gone back on nature, the immortal Homer, 
Shakspeare, Milton, Pope, Byron, Burns, Scott, and 
all the poetic stars of ancient and modern times, would 



HISTORY OF TEXAS. 5 2 3 

have paled into insignificance before your brilliant 
genius, as the smaller luminaries do before the sun." 

At this remark the person addressed hung his head, 
AA'hile his dninken companion thus addressed me: 

" Lookee here, stranger, you're mistaken about Bill. 
Nature intended Bill for a damn fool, and he haint 
gone back on nature, nary inch ! He fills the bill to a 
fraction." 

Amid the smiles of the party our little social re
union broke up, and we left Bill and his companion 
alone in their glory. 

In its earlier days, Hempstead was a great place for 
pistols and bowie-knives. I have seen dead men there, 
but will only relate two incidents which come to my 
recollection frora local association: 

A. B., the editor of a newspaper, assailed, in a very 
bitter editorial, Mr. C. D. 

C. D. took no notice of the editorial, and Mr. A. B. 
challenged him. 

C. D. paid no attention to the challenge, where
upon A. B. took a stand on the street, and as C. D. 
came along, bounced him and coraraenced fighting. 
C. D., who was a large, poAverful man, received three 
or four bloAvs before he became angiy, then exclaim
ing, "Why, great God, man, you are fighting," and in 
an instant knocked the editor down, and beat him 
until he cried " enough!" 
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The next morning an editorial appeared in Mr. A. 
B.'s Journal, stating that the difficulty between the 
editor and C. D. had been satisfactorily settled. 

On another occasion J. Brown remarked, under the 
excitement of the moment, to Mr. Smith, that he could 
knock a half-dozen of Smith's teeth down his throat 
at one lick. 

Smith, being rather a small man, quietly retired, but 
suddenly returned with his double-barrel shot-gun 
presented, and exclaimed: 

" You are ray meat! " 
Whereupon Brown, seeing murder in Smith's eyes, 

and his own death irarainent, smilingly and eloquently 
rejoined: 

" Smith, my dear friend, hold on ! We have often 
drank together, but if you shoot and kill me, we can 
never drink together again, and you will have to be 
tried for murder ! You know how the lawyers talk 
about hanging and the penitentiary on a murder trial! 
Look here, old fel! Let's go take another drink and 
quit this foolishness ! " 

The appeal was irresistible, and Messrs. Smith and 
Brown again imbibed, after which all animosity be
tAveen them was buried in oblivion, and the two were 
as one. 

Twenty-five miles north of Hempstead is Planters
ville, a very lovely little village of a fCAV hundred in-
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habitants. Several years ago, two men from Indiana 
came to Texas, with a wagon-load of bells, and after 
selling them, together with their wagon and team, 
started home on foot from the interior of Texas, by 
way of Plantersville and Houston. 

Having heard many stories of robbery and murder 
iu Texas, and having all their Avealth, consisting of six 
or seven hundred dollars in silver, on their persons, 
the hoosiers were wide-awake, and on the lookout for 
attacks from whatever source they might come. 

Now it so happened that as they were walking 
quietly along the public road near Plantersville, three 
gentlemen, Messrs. Ike Baker, Jim Pinkston, and Joe 
Bates, were out hunting, one of whom, Mr. Bates, com
ing out of the woods into the road with his gun in his 
hands, and meeting the hoosiers, rather surprised 
them; but after mutual questions and answers, the 
bell men went on their way, and Joe Bates wishing to 
know the whereabouts of Ike Baker and Jim Pink
ston, sounded his horn, which was answered by those 
of Baker and Pinkston in front of the travellers, who, 
as they advanced, supposing themselves surrounded 
by robbers and about to be attacked, killed and robbed 
of their money, drew their pistols and commenced 
their defence by firing at Baker and Pinkston from 
behind trees. 

Mr. Ike Baker and Jim Pinkston received the fire 

L 
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of the bell-men, and not liking the liberty taken by 
the strangers Avith their Avardrobes, returned the fire, 
and seven buckshot floored one hoosier, while five more 
perforated the body of the other. \ 

As Baker and Pinkston went up to their assailants, 1 
they threw before them their silver and exclaimed: 
" Take our money, but spare our lives ! " 

After learning the mistake of the bell-men, the 
hunters Avent for a doctor and a wagon to take the 
wounded men to shelter and medical attendance. But 
when the hunters returned, the bell-men had fled, still 
believing them to be robbers. 

Bloodhounds were put on the track of the bell-meu, 
and after a chase of two or three miles they were 
caught, their wounds dressed, and they were carried 
to Mr. Baker's residence and kindly cared for until 
their wounds were well. 

The money was found on the ground where it was 
thrown, and returned to its owners. 

After the unfortunate hoosiers got well, Mr. Baker 
sent thera in his carriage to Montgoraery, whence they 
took stage for Houston. 

Several years afterAvards, Ike Baker met one of the 
unfortunates in the theatre at Galveston, and after a 
friendly greeting, he said: " I never related the affair 
in Indiana, and for God's sake don't let the story get, 
out on us ! " 
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u A railroad is contemplated to connect Hempstead, 

Huntsville, Montgomery and Plantersville; it would 
run through a beautiful, well watered and finely tim
bered section of country. The lumber alone from the 
immense forest of pine through which the road would 
run, together with the cotton, would surely pay the 
expense of running it, and add greatly to the develop
ment of one of the most sparsely settled but very 
desirable portions of the State. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Georgetown.—Williamson County.—Sam Houston.—Salado.—Sterling 

Robertson.—Waco and surrounding country.—Limestone and Free

stone Counties.—Tiinity College, Faii-field, Groesbeck, Sister Jane, Joe 

McDonald, Anderson, Smith, Rains, and Hunt Counties.—Palestine, 

Tyler, Dr. Jowers, Hardin Hart, etc. 

aEORGETOWN, the county seat of Williamson 
county, was named in honor of George W. Glass

cock, a native of Kentucky, who was a partner in 
business of the late Abraham Lincoln, and one of the 
famous storming party which captured San Antonio, 
December 10, 1835. He died in Travis county, Feb
ruary 28, 1868, full of years and honors, leaving sev
eral sons and daughters, among thera the prosperous 
and very responsible lawyer and land-agent, George 
W. Glasscock of Austin. 

Georgetown is pleasantly situated on the South San 
Gabriel, tAventy-five miles north of Austin, about the 
centre of Williamson county (named after Judge Wil
liamson, alias three-legged Willie), through which 
Indian creek and elcA'cn other lovely streams—named 
Salado, Donohoe, Dyers, Williamson, Mustang, Willis, 
Opossum, Battleground, Brushy, North, South, and 
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Main San Gabriel—flow, and is surrounded by most 
beautiful, rich and productive lands. 

It was laid off and settled in 1848, and the first 
district court was held in the open air over a pile of 
logs. 

Here Jones Rivers came to practise law, and died 
with as little regret as he could have died anywhere else, 

so he said when dying; here also may be seen to this 
day, the grave of Phil Claiborne Avhich Col. Rivers 
caused to be dug in anticipation that the Lord would 
answer his prayer on a certain occasion and take Phil 
to himself, while in repentance, peradventure Philip 
might backslide and be irrevocably lost. 

Here also reside the eldest son and daughter of the 
hero of San Jacinto, Mrs. Nannie Morrow, and young 
Sam Houston, one of the bravest boys who fought to 
sustain the lost cause, and Avho AÂas shot down on the 
battlefield of Shiloh, and so terribly wounded that the 
surgeon AA'ho first examined him pronounced his case 
hopeless, and advised poor Sam to talk quick and fast 

to God, as his hour had come AA'hen his soul must wing 
its way to the mansions of everlasting life and eternal 
felicity, or go down the easy descent to the dark and 
gloomy regions Avhere dwell those poor, erring, sinful 
mortals AA'ho hate "the pure, the beautiful, and the 
good," and "love darkness rather than light." 

He says he felt mighty bad when the surgeon told 
23 
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him his wounds were mortal, and left him; but still 
he hoped to get well, and live, and enjoy himself, and 
luxmdate in the bright smiles and inestimable love of 
some fair Texan maid. 

While thus hoping and helplessly lying, with his ' 
bones broken and his life's blood oozing gently from 
his wounds, the minister, sent to him by the surgeon, ^ 
came to his side, and bending down upon his knees, 
commenced an appeal to the throne of Grace on behalf ^ 
of Sam's immortal soul, which Sam interrupted with '' 
these words: * '̂ ' 

"My friend, if you will stop talking to God, and ' 
will stanch my blood, and dress my wounds, I think ' 
I will get well." 

The pious man stopped praying, and asked: " 
" Young man, what is your name ? " | ' 
" My name," said the wounded boy, " is Sam Hous

ton." ^it 
" Are you related to Gen. Sam Houston of Texas ?" j ^ 

asked the minister. | • 
" I have been taught since infancy to look upon j k 

him as my father," rejoined young Sam. 
" Well, gracious goodness al ive!" exclaimed the 

preacher, " I know your father well! he is my friend ! 
and, God permitting, you shall not die ! " 

Whereupon he had poor Sam carried upon a litter 
to his house, and kindly attended on him until his 

I 
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bones had knitted together and his wounds were 
healed, when the youthful hero bid farewell to his 
preserver, and again joined that brave and noble-
hearted army of Southern patriots Avho contended so 
long and so gallantly against the inexhaustible re
sources and overwhelming numbers of the enemy— 
but, alas! in vain. 

I love a brave man on any part of the ground, and 
no one can see and talk with Sam Houston without 
recognizing the Adrtue of bravery united with a culti
vated mind, a fine person, and most agreeable manners. 

GeorgetoAvn is a very healthy and delightful place 
to live in, and no better locality could have been 
selected for the Texas Methodist University, which 
is an honor to as well as the pride of the citizens of 
Georgetown, Avho donated for its establishment $175,-
000. This University at present contains accommo
dations for 300 students, and is in a fiourishing con
dition. 

North of Georgetown, about half-way betAveen 
Austin and Waco, is the fair and thriving toAvn of 
SALADO, noted for its fine schools and beautiful spring. 

Here settled, in 1853, that sterling old Texan, ster
ling soldier and sterling gentleman. Col. Sterling 

Robertson, son of the old empresario. Sterling C. 
Robertson, whose colony embraced all the territory 
north of the Camino del Rey, from San Antonio to 
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Nacogdoches, included between the Navasota and Col
orado rivers, Avhere said Camino del Rey, or King's 

hightvay, crosses them. I t embraced many counties 
east and Avest of the Brazos, but that part west of 
the Brazos, including the counties of Williamson, Bell, 
Milam, Burnett, Lampasas, Bosque, Coryell, Haniib 
ton, Erath, Hood, Comanche, Brown, Eastland, etc., 
at the first Congress of the Republic was re-christen
ed, re-baptized and re-named Milam County—before 
that time it had been called the municipality of Vies

ca. The name of the town, as well as of the munici
pality, was thus changed. 

This territory is rich, productive and settling up 
very fast. Within six miles of Salado there are six 
grist mills run by water-power. In 1859, there was 
but one family in Salado; now there are 250. Nine 
miles north of Salado is the county seat, Belton, 
which has a fine court-house, jail, a bank, two whole
sale and fifteen retail stores, with a thrifty popula
tion of several hundred persons. 

To the west of Bell are the counties of Lampasas 
and San Saba, famous for their beautiful streams of 
mineral waters, whose health-giving qualities draAV 
thousands of visitors yearly. The Lampasas springs 
are becoming quite a fashionable watering-place. 

The city of Waco, formerly Waco village, and the 
home of the Waco Indians, is beautifully located on 
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the Brazos river, about 100 miles north of Austin, and 
about the sarae distance south of Dallas, containing 
about six or eight thousand inhabitants, and rapidly 
increasing in houses, wealth, and population. 

The country round about Waco is one of the richest 
and most attractive in the Avorld, producing excellent 
qualities of wheat, corn, cotton, rye, barley, and all 
other productions of the climate. 

A fcAV miles above the city, the Brazos de Dios 
(the arms of God) affectionately embraces the clear 
and beautiful Bosque; and a fCAV miles below, lovingly 
takes to its bosom the less beautiful Indian-named 
stream, the Tehuacana; and between these two 
branches, about a mile apart, run directly to it, 
through the city, while several lovely fountains of 
water run on its southern bank, with which the 
amiable Wacoes are wont to Avater their whiskey, and 
wash their linen. 

Capt. S. P. Ross and T. H. Barron, in 1849, built the 
first houses in Waco, and the first sale of city lots took 
place in the spring of 1850, soon after which time it 
Avas made the county seat of McLennan county, and 
flourished so finely that, in 1856, the first Democratic 
State Convention ever called in Texas—which nomi
nated H. R. Runnels, who beat Gen. Houston for gov
ernor—Avas held in Waco. 

The population is composed almost entirely of 
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adventurous persons who emigrated from the older 
States of the Union, and their children born AAdthin the 
last twenty years, and is excelled in intelligence, indus
try, enterprise, refinement, and morality, by that of no 
city of equal size in the State. 

The Wacoes have a railroad tapping the H. &, T. C, 
at Bremond; they have a magnificent suspension 
bridge across the Brazos; a university; a female cob 
lege; several fine schools, and a very goodly number 
of churches, wherein their true believers congregate 
for worship, and their "fair AVomen and brave men" 
often meet and sing, laugh and talk—and with 

" Soft eyes look love to eyes which speak again." 

In these same churches— 

" In life's morning march, when my bosom was young," 
I have luxuriated "with rapture-smitten frame" in 

" the smiles from partial beauty won," 

and passed many delightful moments in Waco; 

"But now Memory looks o'er the sad review 
Of joys that faded like the morning dew." 

A family named Beck formerly lived in Waco, of 

which I have heard the folloAAdng story; but— 

" I say the tale as 'twas told to me." 
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" Theodore Beck, like many other persons born and 
reared in New England, at early manhood came to 
Texas, went to work, and made a fortune. 

" But having made his fortune, Theodore sighed once 
more to look upon his native hills, and to behold 
again the familiar faces of beloved but long unseen 
relatives and friends. 

" Theodore went back to New England; his pious 
friends inquired and listened, while Theodore told his 
marvellous adventures and thrilling stories of blood 
and murder in our western wilds. 

"Finally, his uncle William, a venerable old Puritan, 
looked Theodore full in the face, and said : 

" ' I hope, Theodore, it has never been your misfor
tune to kill a fellow-man.' 

" ' Well, uncle William,' said Theodore,' I am sorry 
to say that it has ! ' 

" The venerable old gentleman heaved a sigh, and re
joined : ' Well, Theodore, I hope to God you did it in 
self-defence, and that your conscience is easy about i t ! 
But pray, tell me how you happened to do it.' 

" ' Well, uncle,' answered Theodore, ' I Avill tell you 
all about it. Tom Jones was the best friend I ever 
had. He was brave, generous and noble-hearted. We 
had run together for years, and had fought Indians 
side by side many times. Now, on one occasion, 
while we were on the frontier, hunting Indians, our 
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provisions gave out, and we had nothing to eat for 
two or three days, when one of the party brought in
to carap a fine fat venison, which Ave all cut up and 
coraraenced broiling, with our ramrods on the fire. 
Now, it so happened that the wind changed while we 
Avere cooking our meat, and Jones, in order to keep 
the smoke out of his eyes, jumped across the fire and 
knocked my piece of meat into the ashes. My six-
shooter was by my side, and in a moment I drew it, 
fired, and poor Tom fell, shot through the head !' 

" His uncle William exclaimed:' Why, gracious good
ness, Theodore, I hope you didn't shoot him just for 
knocking your meat into the ashes ! ' 

" ' Yes I did, uncle William,' said Theodore; ' and 
I'd shoot anybody for such a thing ! But poor Tom 
died mighty hard. I shot him an inch or so too IOAV, 

and all I regretted about it was, that I didn't shoot 
him in the right place, for he did die poAverful 
hard. '" 

By this story, Theodore amused himself and his 
friends, but gave a very incorrect idea of our Texas 
frontiersmen, for I have often heard Latin, Greek, 
Spanish, French, and German spoken at the same 
camp fire. 

Many times I have heard very apt quotations frora 
Shakspeare, Burns, Byron, Milton, Moore, and other 
immortal English bards, while no people on the face 



r 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 537 

of the earth are more hospitable, kind and generous 
than the old Texans. 

The old folloAvers of Jack Hays, Tom Green, Mike 
Chevalier, Henry and Ben McCulloch, Gotch Harde
man, Alf Thurmond, John Torrey, George Neal, 
George Barnard, Bob Neighbours, Geo. Frath, John 
Tom, Sam Walker, Ad Gillespie, John Henry Brown, 
and many others, Avhose names are Avritten on the 
brightest pages of Texas history, would laugh at this 
story of Mr. Beck as a good joke. 

In one of the finest and most substantial priA^ate resi
dences in Waco, containing a billiard table for the 
amusement of his guests, resides a famous sport by 
the name of Telephus Johnson, Avho (in ante bellum 

days, when our sable-colored felloAV-citizens and legis
lators were bought, sold, and bet on horse-races) 
planked up tAvo thousand dollars and his favorite boy 
Jake against the sarae amount and a negro boy OAvned 
by his competitor. Bob Porter. 

Telephus bribed Porter's rider to hold back Porter's 
horse and let his come out ahead, AA'hile Porter paid 
two hundred dollars for the same purpose to the rider 
of Telephus. 

Telephus Avas beaten, and Avent home carrying Jake, 
whom he solemnly promised to return back to his mas
ter as soon as he arrived home, Avhich he failed to do. 

He wrote, ho^vever, to Porter, that Jake Avas very 
23* 
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sick, and Avrote again soon after that he was dead, en
closing a doctor's bill and funeral expenses, and cob 
lected a thousand dollars for the same, Avhile Jake 
was at work sound and hearty. 

This is the sarae person who, just after the "break 
up," bet the Federal officer who Avas collecting rebel 
property, twenty dollars that he could prove by negro 
testimony that the spurs worn by the officer were not 
the officer's, but the property of hiraself. 

Calling up Jake, he inquired of him: 

" Whose spurs are those ? " 
After examining them closely, never having seen 

them before in his life, Jake responded: 

"Dey a r your spurs, master; I seed you buy um 
from Mr. House, in Houston." 

The officer pulled off the spurs, handed them to 
Telephus Avith the twenty dollars, and departed; 
giving up all further claim to about fifty mules then 
in his possession, which the officer claimed and could 
fully prove, by negro testimony, was the property of 
the United States as victors over the Confederate 
States. 

The section of country embracing Limestone and 
Freestone counties is finely watered by the Navasota, 
Trinity, Tehuacana, Richland, Keechi, Caney, Steele, 
Christmas, and other beautiful streams. It is one of 
the finest agricultural portions of the State, and being 
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mostly settled by Georgians, Alabamians, Tennesseans 
and Floridans, contains a population of intelligent, 
moral and industrious yeomanry, among whom the 
immigrant seeking a home in Texas can find good 
neighbors and fine society. 

The soil is a sandy loam, exceedingly rich and pro
ductive, covered alternately by the meadowy grass 
of the prairie and forest trees, among which the post 
oak predominates. 

Groesbeck, the county seat of Limestone county, 
named in honor of Mr. A. Groesbeck, vice-president 
of the Houston and Texas Central Railway Company, 
is on the Central Railway, half way between Kosse 
and Mexia. 

Groesbeck contains a few hundred inhabitants, but 
wdll, in time, doubtless contain a fcAV thousand. 

Fairfield was laid off in 1851, when Freestone 
county was severed from Limestone, and organized; 
it contains about 800 inhabitants, is a beautiful, 
healthy little town, and may justly feel proud of its 
excellent female college, where the fair daughters of 
Texas seize and use the golden moments as they fly 
by and join the irrevocable past, in the improveraent 
of their minds and manners, as well as in the acquisi
tion of learning and those gentle, winning, witching 
ways which please, fascinate and enslave the hearts 
of men. 
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In this section is also located Trinity College, one 
of the best in the State, wherein the Cumberland 
Presbyterians educate their children and teach them 
the lovely precepts of Divine revelation, the folly of 
sin, the wisdom of virtue, and the sublime principle 
of faith. 

And here, for the edification of the reader, I Avill 
relate the story of Sister Jane and the enthusiastic 
young preacher. 

" Sister Jane was a very pious, good Christian, who, 
one day, while discussing the idea of faith with the 
preacher, said she had faith, and sometimes she felt 
as if she could fiy. 

" The preacher asserted that if she had faith and be
lieved she could fly—that without a doubt she could 

fiy / and insisted on Sister Jane's making the trial of 
her faith. 

" Sister Jane consented—a table was placed out in 
the yard, Sister Jane mounted the table, clapped her 
hands and jumped off, striking the air with her arms 
as a bird in flight does Avith its wings. 

" Sister Jane came to the ground Avith greater speed 
than grace, when the enthusiastic minister, while aid
ing her to rise, said to her: 

" You Avere mistaken, sister ! You haven't faith; if 
you had, you could have flown through the air as a 
dove.' 
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u Sister Jane answered: ' I have faith, brother, and 
I still believe I can fly, but I didn't get the right 
flop.'" 

The early settlers of Limestone county, who built 
their houses in the wilderness and although often 
troubled by the Indians, converted it into green fields 
and happy homes, were truly men of faith ! 

Indeed, if success is any evidence of merit, and get
ting the right flop leads on to fortune, it may be 
said of the pioneer settlers of this magnificent farm
ing country, " They got the right flop ! " 

They not only converted a wilderness into green 

fields and happy homes, but they built school-houses, 
colleges and churches. Nor did they stop here, but, 
led by an abiding faith in God, who had so long de
fended them against the tomahawk of the cruel, blood
thirsty savages, they joined hands and hearts, formed 
bands more numerous than that of Gideon, and made 
the wilderness resound with the songs and shouts of 
their glorious, old time-honored camp meetings. 

I have attended carap raeetings and listened with 
delight to songs sirailar to the followdng: 

" I want to go, I want to go, 
I want to go there too; 

Where solid joy fills the soul, 
I want to go there too I" 

Once on a time a very amiable old Texan named 
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Joe McDonald, after getting on the outside of as 
much whiskey as he could conveniently carry, went 
to one of these camp meetings with a bottle in his 
pocket. 

The minister gave out a hymn, which was sung by 
the congregation and followed by prayer, during which 
Joe, while on his knees, imbibed from his bottle, 
which so affected him that when the congregation, 
after prayer, again coraraenced singing, Joe arose 
frora his seat, and after exclaiming : " Brethren, stop 
that song ! it would freeze h—1 over a foot thick in a 
minute and a quarter ; let me sing ! " He sang in a 
loud musical voice, solo, the folloAAdng beautiful lines 
of the poet: 

" Oft in the stilly night. 
Ere slumber's chain hath bound me. 
Fond memory brings the light 
Of other days around me." 

The effect of his song may be more easily im
agined than described. Joe was taken out from the 
congregation of the faithful—some laughing and 
others smiling, while the rigidly righteous froAvned 
their rebuke and indignation in angry looks at poor 
Joe's ungodly condition and impious conduct. 

At one of these camp meetings, on Mill creek, 
Guadalupe county, in Western Texas, where stock-
raising is followed as a business, and the branding of 
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animals by the OAvner is required by law, and they 
gather thera in pens, brand and turn them out again. 
Gen. Henry McCulloch was converted to a knowl
edge of the Lord, and becoming enthused in the 
cause of his new Master, he appealed to his old sol
diers who had followed him in his numerous battles 
Avith Indians and Mexicans, to lay aside their love for 
the vain and empty pleasures of this Avicked world, 
and follow him in his new expedition, the grand ob
ject of which was to avoid the pains and penalties of 
hell and damnation, and, after a safe passage of the 
river Jordan and victorious assault upon the fortifi
cations of Zion, was to end in everlasting life and 
eternal happiness. 

The general's appeal took like wildfire, and in a 
moment or two the little sanctuary was filled, and the 
preacher exhorted the new converts to stand back 
and not crowd in so fast. 

This exhortation of the preacher was followed by 
the loud command of one of the newly converted cow
boys : " Brand 'em and turn 'era out." 

Soon after this occurrence there Avas a lull of al
most a perfect calm, which was ended by three loud 
resounding yells from a shouting sister, Avhen one of 
the cow-boys inquired of his chum : 

" Say, Jym., what you reckon the sister is hollerin 

for?" 
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" Don't knoAv, Jack," answered the other, "thout the 
sister's on her transit, got to Jordan, and is a hol
lerin for the ferryman to come and cross her over the 
river. 

On another occasion a faraous old Texan, Jack 
Cryer, of Colorado, at the earnest entreaties of con-
A'erted friends, manfully walked up to the altar and 
anchored hiraself on the anxious seat, to be prayed 
for. 

The prayers of the faithful were answered, and 
Jack was brought to a knowledge of the Lord, and 
became a member of the church. 

Two or three days afterwards, a young lady, after 
conversion, fell into a trance; a doctor and tAvo or 
three preachers, after examination, expressed the 
opinion that the patient was not dangerously sick, aud 
would be all right in a fcAV hours, AAdien Mr. Cryer 
took the hand of the young lady in his, and finding 

no pulse, solemnly exclaimed : " I'll be d d if she 
don't seem to rae raight'ly like she's dead ! " 

Jack Cryer's faith Avas simon pure, and no doubt 
the recording angel, after entering this oath of Jack's, 
let fall a tear on the record and blotted it out, for it 
Avas uttered unleknoivnest to hiraself, and OAving alone 
to his deplorable habit of profane swearing. 

East of Freestone is Anderson county, through the 
fertile valle} ^ of which flow the Trinity and Nachez 
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rivers. Palestine, the county seat, Avas laid off in 1846, 
and is a pleasant, healthy, and thriAdng town of about 
2,500 or 3,000 inhabitants. Here resides Hon. John 
H. Reagan, his partner CoL Thos. B. Greenwood, 
Gen. T. J. Word, CoL A. T. Rainey, and that distin
guished gentlemen. Dr. W. G. W. Jowers, who was 
one of the number who once suffered in a little game 
of cards, in consequence of the Hon. Hardin Hart's 
conscientious scruples about gambling on Sunday, as 
will appear from the folloAAdng reminiscence: 

Many years ago, in Austin, at a little outhouse 
belonging to Captain James SAvisher, near the Treas
ury building, Forbes Britton, Doctor Jowers, Gen. 
Tarrant, and the learned Justice Hardin, engaged in 
a game known among sportsraen as poker. Now, it 
80 happened that it was Saturday night, and that 

f Hardin Avas lucky, and Avhen the clock sti'uck tAvelve, 
t having won from the party about five hundred dollars, 

he arose from the table from Avhich he had raked and 
pocketed his winnings, and pointing to the clock, 

I with pious solemnity covering his venerable counte-
. nance, said: "Gentlemen, you see it's now tAvelve 
' o'clock; ef we play eny longer Ave'll be violatin' the 
I Sabbath ! My conscience checks me, an' I won't play 

another curd to-night! " 

With this classic remark, according to Forbes Brit-

ton's account of it, Hardin jumped the game ! 
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Nearly north of Palestine, about fifty miles, is the 
fair city of Tyler, county seat of the finely timbered 
and productive county of Smith, named in honor of 
the immortal Deaf Smith, or some other member of 
that illustrious family. 

A branch of the District Court of the United States 
is held at Tyler, but in a little rented building, the 
Government not having either the money or the in
clination to erect a coui't-house in Texas. 

The Suprerae Court of the State is also held in 
Tyler, which, as it is surrounded by a very healthy 
and finely watered country, producing the most de
lightful apples, peaches, pears, and grapes, bids fair 
to flourish and advance from its present population of 
three thousand to ten or twenty thousand inhabitants 
in a very short time. 

Rains and Hunt counties, watered by the Sabine 
and its tributaries, which extend even to Collin county, 
are also rich, fertile, and productive, as Avell as settling 
up rapidly. 

I t was in the flourishing town of McKinney, Avhich 
was named in honor of Collin McKinney, as was Col
lin county, the richest in the State also, that in 1868 
I first beheld Judge Hardin Hart on the bench. 

I did try, as follows, to describe Hardin as he ap
peared when I entered the temple of justice, with his 
drawers hanging at least two inches beloAv his pants. 
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over a pair of rough brogans, showing his skin to the 
*f I observer, and his shirt, none of the Avhitest, exposed 
*':' betAveen his vest and pants for about three inches. 
''̂ *'̂ | His honor wore a blue coat (said to haA'e been won 

i from a Federal soldier), not after the style of " old 
l̂ t̂fej Father Grimes," which was long-tailed, but more after 
1: ' that of Bones, the dancing negro in the Olympic. 
tk!! After sitting erect for a fCAV moments Hardin rested 

! his elbows on the plank which served him as a desk, 
Mil and then rested his head upon his hands, occasionally 

i running one of his fists as far into his mouth as he 
could get it.—" Them is my idees of what the law ar," 
he said, when enunciating a decision. 

The judge was reported to have bought a new 
shirt and paper collar lately at Bonham, but I am 
informed that the rumor is false—he having on the 
same one he Avore at Sherman a few weeks ago. 

He Avalked into a croAvd of laAvyers and citizens 
the other day, and hearing one say : " Well, President 
Johnson wdll be deposed, that is certain," Judge Hart 
remarked with a joyous countenance: " Yes, and I 
reckon his fall Avill be as great as that of Michael 
wvs ! " One of the gentlemen asked him : " What 
about Michael ? How and Avliere did Michael fall 

J.; from ? " " Why, don't you know," said Judge Hart, 
IIJI "that the angel Michael wus flung clean over the 
„., battlements of heaven? " " I don't know it, judge; 

ettlr 
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where do you get your information from ? " " Why, *,jj{i 

from the Bible, to be sure ! " jji 
In an action of debt the other day, on a question ^^ 

involving the statute of limitations, Hardin, in decid
ing the point at issue, said: " Gen. Maxey, you ' stood 

pa t ' on your note. Sam Roberts ' saw' you, for the Ji 
widow and children, on the plea of intervention; but u 

Capt. Brown ' has seed' you both, and ' raised' you [ 

on the statute of limitations, and as the case now jf 
stands, Capt. Brown is entitled to the pot, and it is fj 

so decided. Mr. Sheriff, adjourn court until to-mor- i;;! 
row mornin'." v\ 

In another case Col. Sam Roberts declined to amend ;,, 
after exceptions to his pleadings had been sustained, ,̂, 

but afterwards, Avhen going to trial, asked leave to -| 
amend, when Judge Hart said : jj 

" Col. Roberts, you stood pat! you can't dr^w now! ;. 
you must play your hand for what it's worth." 

From these decisions it would appear that in addi- !.,. 
tion to the legal learning which Judge Hart has , 

acquired by the lucubrationes viginti anncrrum, he ,; 
has also acquired sorae knoAvledge of card playing. , 

Had Cervantes knoAvn his Honor, Sancho Panza, 

the Governor of the Island of Barataria, Avould have •, 
been a richer character than he is. ' . 

While Hardin Avas in Austin as a legislator, he was 

standing one morning before SAvisher's hotel on the ,„ 
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•edge of the ditch, and by his attitude, which was that 
j of a man just about to jump, drew the attention of 

^ Jones Rivers, who stopped, and after looking at him 
for a while, yelled out: 

•̂  "Jump! damn you, ywmp.^" 
5 His Honor turned on Col. Rivers, and said very in-
'clignantly: 
^ " I don't want to jump! I ain't a gwien to jump, 

'tf and I'll be d—d if you can make me jump ! " 
iff Whereupon Jones smiled, and in his peculiar way, 

^ which caused the crowd to laugh, said: 
" Well, sir, don't get excited; I thought you were 

' going to let out your last link and jump your level 
best, and was waiting to see you jump, but if you don't 

'"' "^ wish to jump, you needn't to jump, narry time ! " 

After the inauguration of Gov. Coke, while the 
Davis administration was claiming to be the de ju/r-e 

government of Texas, Judge Hart sent in his resigna
tion to both Govs. Coke and Davis, remarking to his 

*$ friend, E. G. Bower, of Dallas: " H this ain't enough 
*̂ *k. to kiver the case, I'll send 'em duplicates." 
^ ^ Judge Hart is kindly spoken of in his district as 
'*|r one of the best judges who ever served them, for it is 

said he did his best to give justice. 
On one occasion, a jury brought in a verdict con-

' trary to his instructions, when Hardin solemnly said; 
[ "Gentlemen of the jury, you are discharged! Mn 

1^ 
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Sheriff, you will summon another jury, but if you get 
another set of as blasted rascals as compose this one, 
I raise you a bean ! " 

With Judge Hart I also met in McKinney, Judge 
G. A. Everts, known familiarly over Northern Texas 
as " Old Bustamente," and always associated in my 
recollection with bull nettles and centipedes, from the 
fact that once on a time he came running into a room 
at night in Bonham, AÂ here I was enjoying an innocent 
game of " draw," holding his pantaloons Avith both 
hands, and fright and terror speaking from his whole 
aspect, and exclaimed: " Bit by a centipede ! dead in 
fifteen minutes, by G—d! " I t turned out that the 
judge had mistaken a bunch of bull nettles for a 
centipede. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

Northern Texas.—Jonesborough, Travis, and George Wright.—Kiowa 

Indians kill Hon. G. N. Martin, his Son Mat.—Gen. Leavenworth.— 

Clarksvllle, Paris, Honey Grove, Bonham, Sherman, Ennis, Denison, 

Jones Rivers, etc. 

T>OWIE, Red River, Lamar, Fannin, Grayson and 
-^ Cook counties, on Red river, as well as Denton, 
Collin, Hunt and Hopkins counties, lying south of 
them, contain magnificent lands, on which, in the 
same field, grow, most luxuriantly, wheat, corn, cot
ton, potatoes, cabbage, rye, oats, barley, tobacco, and 
all other productions of the climate, while the many 
streams which fiow through them abound in fish, and 
the forests in game. 

No portion of the South presents greater induce
ments to the farmer, mechanic, or professional raan, 
than this, and yet, in old Red Ri\'er county, where 
the toAvn of Jonesborough,* containing two thousand 
inhabitants, once stood, now grow splendid crops of 
corn and cotton! 

Jonesborough once outnumbered Galveston, Hons-

• This 2,000 is given by Almonte, Kennedy and Yoakum, but I learned 

from the Wright brothers and Doss family who Uved there, that Jonesbor

ough never contained more than 500 inhabitants. 
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ton, Jefferson and Dallas, all put together ! Now, 
the site of the once fiourishing and promising city— 
the metropolis of Northern Texas, where its mer
chants, traders and husbandmen most did congregate 
—is fenced in, plowed and cultivated ! 

Like many Mr. Joneses, Smiths, Johnsons, Jacksons 
and Browns, Jonesborough started out in life with 
very promising prospects of becoming famous; but 
as— 

" A flower that does with op'ning mom arise, 
And, flourishing the day, at evening dies! " 

Jonesborough put forth the tender leaves of Hope, 
bloomed, and then was nipped by a killing fi'ost 1 
Like Palmyra, Persepolis, Illium and San Filipe de 
Austin, but not like Herculanseum nor Pompeii, 
Jonesborough ivas ! but, " as the baseless fabric of a 
vision," Jonesborough is gone I 

" Alas, the uncertainty and insecurity of all earthly things! " 

" The stoutest vessel manned by brave hearts and 
skillful hands may founder in a hurricane, while the 
frail bark which owns no mastery in building, may 
be gently wafted into its destined harbor!" 

" Well—well, the world must turn upon its axis. 
And all mankind turn with it, heads or tails, 

And live and die, make love and pay our taxes 
And as the veering wind shifts, shift our sails." 
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In the days of the Republic of Texas, there lived 
in Red River county, two brothers named Travis G. 
and George W. Wright, the former of whom served 
as a legislator of Arkansas, while at the same time 
the latter served as a member of the Texas Congress. 

Arkansas still claims a portion of land west of the 
river which should be added to Bowie or Red River 
county, but at an early day the boundary line "was 
not known, and Texans and Arkansawyers thus frater
nized. 

The Wright brothers settled on Red River about 
1816— f̂ine specimens of the old Texan—and are, in
deed, par nobile fratru/m, whose ancestors fought 
under the immortal Washington in the glorious strug
gle which resulted in American Independence, and 
whose children lately bore aloft in battle the cross of 
St. Andrew. 

I have heard them tell of their early lives in Texas 
— ĥow, after the labor of the day and eating their 
suppers, they would take their blankets, go to the 
woods, and by the sides of logs enjoy that refreshing 
deep and security which their house, on account of 
the nocturnal attacks of the Indians, did not afford. 

In May, 1834, the Kiowa Indians made a descent 
upon the settlements of Northern Texas on Glass's 
Creek, Icilled Judge Gabriel N. Martin, the brotherdn-
law of T. G. and G. W. Wright, and carried away to 

24 
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their stronghold in the Wichita mountains his little 
son. Mat W. Martin, then eight years old. 

After burying the husband of his only sister, who 
was almost distracted by his death, Capt. T. G. 
Wright, with three volunteers, John Ragsdale, Thos. 
McCown, and Hardy, a negro who had lived with the 
Kiowas and spoke their language, bid good-by to 
their friends, and struck out over the boundless 
prairie to hunt the murderers of Judge Martin, rescue 
little Mat and return him to his grief-stricken 
mother. 

It was arranged that when the little party should 
find the camp of the Indians, Capt. Wright, with 
Ragsdale and McCown, should conceal theraselves iu 
a thicket, w^hile Hardy should enter alone the camp 
of his old associates, and, Avhile pretending to rejoin 
them, find the little boy, and, Avhen opportunity 
offered, with him leave the camp of the Kiowas, seek 
the hiding place of his friends, and with thera and 
little Mat return as best they could to the settle-

* ments. 

For days and weeks they traversed the prairies and 
cross timbers, but before they neared the village of 
the KioAvas, these bold and death-daring frontiersmen 
most foitunately fell in with Gen. Leavenworth of 
the United States Army, who, with detachments of 
infantiy and cavalry, was seeking these same Indians, 
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by order of the Government, to treat with them for 
the delivery of other captives then held by them. 

''1 Capt. Wright and his party joined the command of 
^1 Gen. Leavenworth, and all of them being good woods-

'i'^ men, Avere of great service in finding lost horses and 
killing game. 

The weather was hot, the prairies all dry and 
water very scarce, while the Indians fled before and 
hung around their rear, refusing to stop even for a 
white^ flag or to hold any communication w^hatever 

I with them. 
\_ From bad water, exposure, anxiety of mind, or 
i[' some other cause. Gen. Leavenworth sickened and 
I died, when Capt. Wright and his party, with twelve 
ii soldiers, were detailed to carry back his body 

to Fort Washita, from whence it was afterwards 
if taken for final interment to Delhi, New York. 
i As a soldier and officer Gen. Leavenworth was ad-
l| mired for his many excellent qualities, and his un-
I timely death was sincerely mourned by his whole 

•command. 
Capt. Wright and his party returned from Fort 

Washita to the little army then under command of 
the next senior officer, Capt. Dean, with which he 
and his party passed through the cross timbers, 
suffering much—often pressing the juice frora wild 
grapes to quench their thirst, which not only re-
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lieved them, but had an exhilarating effect similar to 

Avine. 

After much suffering and hardship they came to a 
country abounding in water and game, Avhen they 
luxuriated upon roast turkey, venison and buffalo 
steaks, besides a variety of fresh-water fish, and honey 
found abundantly in the hollow trees. 

But it was some time before they found the village 
of the Kiowas: in the course of time, however, after 
scouring the country all round where the trail disap-
peared, they discovered an Indian on the prairie, 
Avlien two select men on swift horses were ordered 
to catch him. The race was short, for when the In
dian saw his pursuers gaining on hira and lost all 
hope of escape, he disraounted, and levelled his gun at 
them; whereupon they also disraounted and ad
vanced upon him without presenting their guns, but 
making signs to him not to shoot, which he did not 
do, and the two horsemen came up to him Avithout 
harm and induced him to visit their camp. 

The Kiowas had been at war with the Osage 
Indians, and when this Kiowa entered the camp of 
the white men, to his great joy and astonishment, 
his only sister (who had been captured by the Osages 
in one of their battles with the Kiowas, and had 
been ransomed or purchased by the United States, in 
order to present her as a token of friendship to her 
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tribe) ran up to him, and falling upon his neck, wept 
for joy 

The objects of the expedition having been explained 
to this Indian, he piloted Dean's command to the place 
where the trail or path gave out on the bank of a 
creek, up that creek several hundred yards through 
the water to a plain road on the opposite bank, Avhich 
led to their village, where a treaty w âs soon concluded 
and many liberated captives ran to the open arras of 
their kindred and friends. 

Little Mat Martin again made glad the heart of a 
fond mother and other relations and friends, Avhile 
Capt. Travis G. Wright still lives and enjoys that 
sweetest and most exquisite pleasure Avhich always 
comes home to the hearts of those who delight to 
make others happy. 

The Hon. George W. Wright often speaks of the 
six changes of governments under which he has 
lived. 

1st. Under the United States, by cession from 
France in 1803; 2d. Under Spain, by cession from the 
United States, in 1819 to 1824; 3d. Under the United 
States of Mexico, from 1824 to 1836 ; 4th. Under the 
Republic of Texas, from 1836 to 1846; 5th. The 
United States again, from 1846 to 1861; 6th. The 
Confederate States, from 1861 to 1865; 7th. The 
United States again, Avhich he don't count as the 7th 
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government, has not yet changed, and it is fervently 

hoped, never will! 

The Wright brothers also told me of the good old 
times of the cash-note system, payable in cows and 
calves, when every Texan's credit was good for what 
he wished to buy, unless he Avas a notorious character, 
and then how they used to swing up these notorious 
characters to the limbs of trees. 

Page's tree, at Clarksville, and Bighorn Smith's, at 
Bonham, stand to this day as living witnesses to the 
swift and certain punishment meted out to the wrong
doer by the old Texans. No games of seven-up were 
then played by jurors in order to agree on a verdict, 
but when crime was found out its punishment fol
lowed. 

This certainty of punishment for crime prevents its 
often occurrence, and it might be well for our State 
and National legislators, in view of the great demor
alization of the times, to lay aside their sickly senti
mentality about reforming thieves, robbers, and mur
derers in penitentiaries, and by inflicting certain, full 
and speedy punishment upon them, thus make crime 
odious, perilous, and less frequent. If they will not 
listen to the voice of wisdom, the aspect of terror may 
arrest their Avicked resolves. 

If, as Ave learned from Webster's old spelling-book, 
they will not listen to kind words, nor heed harmless 
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turfs of grass, then let fly at them bone-breaking, 
death-bearing stones. 

When the gentle words of peace and love are scoffed 
at by the careless, hardened villain, then 

" Cry HAVOC, and let slip the dogs of war " 

on the hopeless, unrepentant wretch, and thereby 
protect society and throw over the innocent and 
defenceless the shield of terror. 

In 1846, while riding alone about dusk, on the na
tional road cut through the dense forest of the Red 
River bottom, betAveen Pine Bluffs and where the 
Kiamitia flows into that stream, near the place where 
three men had been hung for murder or robbery, I saw 
approaching me a terrible-looking man, who, from his 
staggering, was either drunk or acting the drunkard. 

I was entirely unarmed, and the idea occurred to 
me that the individual might attempt to rob me. 
When he approached, and after shaking me warmly 
by my right hand with his, suddenly he changed his 
grasp of my hand from his right hand to his left, and 
thrust his right hand into his bosom ! 

Blood and murder! my hair stood on end, and ele
vated my hat! Was he going to draw a pistol or 
boAvie-knif e ? Should I pop both spurs into my horse's 
side and thus try to escape, or bounce on him from the 
saddle for a death struggle ? 
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In a moment, which seemed a mighty long time, he 
drcAV forth his hand from his bosom, holding in it 
neither pistol nor knife, but a bottle of Dexter's double 

rectified, and exclaimed: 
" Take a drink, stranger I take a drink ! " 
Never was my surprise and astonishment so great, 

so agreeable, or so sudden! 
I have often been in danger, have seen many shells ex

plode, and have been shot at when only a few feet from 
my enemy, but I never felt half so much scared in all 
my life as I did when this highwayman, who proved to 
be an honest, good citizen, thrust his hand in his bosom. 

Paris, Bonham, Sherman, and Clarksville are beau
tiful and flourishing towns, — each surrounded by 
rich lands, fine farms, and a prosperous people. 

Sherman was at one time as large as Dallas, but 
the Texas Pacific, when it connected the latter Avith 
Shreveport and Texarkana, while the Transcontinental 
failed to connect Sherman even with Paris, precipi
tated the growth of Dallas. 

Denison, sixteen miles north of Sherman, at the 
junction of the Central railroad with the M. K. and 
T., ships thousands of beeves to St. Louis annually, 
and has the largest flour mill in Texas.* It is but 

* In this I may be mistaken, for Mr. Joseph Mulhall, of St. Louis, the 

famous stockyard man, has recently erected a very fine flouring mUl at 

the very prosperous city of Ennis, in the midst of rich and very productive 
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three miles from the Indian Territory, and daily the 
red men with their Avives and pappooses throng its 
streets. 

Denison has one of the most elegant institutions 
of learning in the State, and bids fair to increase in 
wealth and importance. I t now numbers sevei'al 
thousand inhabitants, although but little more than 
two years old. 

About midway between Paris and Bonham is the 
lovely little village of Honey Grove, in the midst of 
a very rich, beautiful and productive country—here 
the hero, Davy Crockett, stopped and rested when 
he first came to Texas, and finding bees and honey 
in the trees, named the place Honey Grove. 

The Transcontinental railroad, a branch of the 
Texas and Pacific, runs by this place. 

Soon their old mode of transportation, by horse and 
ox-Avagon, will be a thing of the past, and the ohl 
North Texan can smile as the locomotive carries hiiu 
pleasantly over iron rails his old day's journey iu an 
hour. 

But never will the old Texans forget the long 
weary miles, over boggy roads and hog-Avallow prairie, 

fields of wheat, com, cotton, etc. Ennis is in Ellis,County, east of Waxa-

hachie, the county seat; is beautifully located on the Houston and Texas 

Central Railroad, thirty-three miles south of Dallas, and is certaui to be

come a city of considerable trade and importance. 
2 4 * 
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to market, and how they used to ask: " Stranger, how 
far is it to town ? " and how, sometimes, the stranger 

Avould not do as Jones Rivers did, lessen, but increase 
the distance. 

Jones being asked this question, answered : " Well, 
sir, your team appears fatigued, you look very thirsty, 
and the road is bad, so I'll let you have it at twelve 
miles, but I'll be d—d if anybody else should have it 
for less than fifteen." 

Col. Rivers Avas indeed a man of infinite wit and 
humor, and I Avill relate Avith what ease and pleasan
try, in his expiring raoraents, he " folded the drapery 
of his couch around him, and laid down to pleasant 
dreams I" 

Caesar's et tu, Brute! Napoleon's tSte WArmee! 

and Mr. Webster's exclamation, I still live! are 
history. 

" Socrates died like a philosopher, but Jesus Christ 
died like a God! " is familiar to the school-boy. 

Jones Rivers died as he had lived, Avith wit on his 
lips and a smile on his face. 

In his expiring moments, while gasping for breath, 
a lady attendant asked: " Col. Rivers, Avill you have 
a little a i r?" 

" No, madam," he answered, " no more heirs for me. 

Too late ! Excuse me, if you please." 

May you, dear reader, without regard to your race, 
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nation or language, when the dark-winged angel of 
death shakes his sable banner before your closing 
eyes, die as carelessly, as pleasantly and with as little 
regret as did Jones Rivers, and with him, Phil Clai
borne, and aU other good men, who love the pure, the 
beautiful and the good, and whose greatest pleasure 
comes from wiping tears from the eyes of suffering 
humanity and pouring the balm of consolation into a 
wounded spirit—after crossing over the river, meet in 
the great Beyond, where 

" God gives the milk, the honey and the wine, • 
And pleasure never dies." 



CHAPTER XXIII . 

Agriculture, Farming, Stock Raising, Wool Growing, Fishing and Hunt

ing in Texas.—Manufactures, Wine Growing, Minerals, Financial Con

dition, Educational Advantages and Advances illustrated.—An Ad

dress.—A Novel. —The Conclusion, 

- A GRICULTURE is the grand pursuit of Texans, 
and cotton the great staple or chief article of 

produce for exportation. 

Wheat, corn, oats, rye, potatoes, tomatoes, etc., 
have rarely been exported. 

The estimated receipts of cotton at Galveston alone 
for this year, is 400,000 bales, worth, at sixteen cents 
per pound, $32,000,000. 

Many thousands of beeves are also raised and ex
ported. In the month of January, 1873, the Morgan 
line of steamers transported to NCAV Orleans viet Bra-
shear, 5,300 head. But the great market for Texas 
beeves is St. Louis, although Memphis is receiving 
some by way of Little Rock. 

Wool, hides, tallow, and bees-Avax are annually ex
ported to the A'alue of millions of dollars. 

Many persons in Western and South Western 
Texas are engaged exclusively in cattle raising, others 
in raising sheep and wool-groAving. 
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The latter was the pleasing avocation of the late 
George Wilkins Kendall, who settled on the Guada
lupe river, about forty miles north of San Antonio, 
who once on a time amused me by relating the 
manner of his life in one day's experience as fol-
loAVS: 

" A t four o'clock in the morning I arose, sad
dled my pony, and, with my gun and fishing tackle, 
rode to the Guadalupe, a mile and a half from my 
residence. I had baited a particular spot for fishing, 
and in a short tirae I caught tAventy-six jDounds of 
perch, trout and cat.. The last one broke ray three 
hooks, after Avhich I took out my knife and filed the 
blunt end of the least broken hook, so that it would 
penetrate, baited it well and threw it in the water. 
In a moment it was swallowed, and I could tell by 
the heavy pulling that it was by a large fish, so in 
order to let him exhaust himself, and avoid breaking 
the hook again, I. gave him the line and let him 
struggle round and round for a good while, then 
draAving him in quietly I landed hira on terra firmei. 

It was a magnificent trout weighing six pounds and a 
quarter. Just as I had fastened him on the string with 
the others, I heard a turkey gobble about three hun
dred yards fi-om me on the other side of the river. 
Taking out my ' yelper,' I talked turkey to him, and 
could plainly see him on his roost turning his head 
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sideways and looking for me. Finally he stretched 
out his wings, jumped from his perch, and after 
flying across the river, walked up in a gallant style, 
no doubt expecting to meet and woo and win a fair 
and lovely turkey hen. As he came up sideways, 
strutting, UOAV and then gobbling and striking 
haughtily the earth with his huge wings, I did indeed 
admire him. At forty yards from my 'blind,' he 
fell a bleeding victim to misplaced confidence. Oh ! 
he was an imperial fellow, weighing eighteen and 
three-quarter pounds. 

" Barely had the beautiful visions of hope faded in 
the imperial mind of the majestic gobbler, Avhen I 
heard a noise resembling the snort of a buck. Turn
ing round, there stood before me a large deer, just fifty 
yards off. In an instant, nine buckshot from my 
trusty double-barrel pierced him through the neck, 
and he was added to my morning's trophies, making 
in all one hundred and fifty pounds of venison, turkey 
and fish, which I tied to the limb of a tree and left 
on the river bank until I returned home, got my 
breakfast and sent a cart for. 

" After my morning's sport, I wrote a letter, of a 
column, for the Picayune, Avent out among my sheep, 
dined, and in the evening, after reading that pastoral 
of Virgil, coraraencing 

" 'Tityre, tu patulae recubans sub tegmine fagi,' 

/ 

.d 
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indulged in reflections upon the times of Virgil com
pared with the present, and the great superiority of 
our Constitutional Republican Government over the 
imperial despotism of Rome. 

" When Virgil Avrote the aboA ê line, Augustus had 
confiscated the lands and homes of all the inhabi
tants of his section of the empire, for having sided 
against his party in the civil war, which had just 
terminated, leaving him in possession of supreme 
power. 

" The clemency of the Government of the United 
States has left us our homes, our property and insti
tutions, except our peculiar one of negro slavery, the 
abolition of which Southerners now look upon as a 
real blessing. 

"With reflections such as these, and meditating 
upon the future greatness and glory of the American 
people, about nine o'clock I retired for the calm sleep 
and pleasant dreams which always repay the laborer 
for his toil." 

In this account of one day's life of a distinguished 
Texan, most accomplished gentleman and beloved 
fi'iend, I have confined myself to the Avords as they 
fell from his lips, to the best of my recollection. 

But he says nothing of wild ducks, geese, cranes, 
plover, quail, squirrels, rabbits, etc., which are 
abundant. 
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Sportsmen have killed as many as two and three 
hundred ducks in a day, but the geese and cranes 
(esteemed by epicures as superior to the turkey) fly 
higher, and are not so easily killed. 

Curlew are killed by the thousand, as they come 
and go in great numbers. 

Having been brought up in the country myself, I am 
not ignorant of the pleasures of hunting, fishing and 
farming. Indeed, when fortune smiles upon my ef
forts and blesses me with a few thousand dollars, I 
intend to buy me a farm on the Trinity, Brazos, CoL 
orado, Guadalupe, or some one of the many beauti
ful streams of the Lone Star State, in AA'hich the fish
erman can delight hiraself in catching bass, trout, 
perch, rock, sheepshead, flounder, cat, and king flsh, 
besides many others too tedious to mention, and 
where with but little labor I can raise an abundant 
supply of provisions, and have most of my time for 
hunting, fishing and literary enjoyment. There are 
thousands of Texans now living in this way. 

CoL Tom Scott, after visiting Texas, thus speaks of 
i t : 

" For the past two or three weeks, in company 
Avith Colonel Forney and General Dodge, I have been 
making a tour through Northeastern Texas, which is 
the location of that line intended to be built from the 
eastern line of the State of Texas, throuo-h to the 
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Pacific coast. In making this visit to Texas, the first 
time in my life that I have ever been in that region, 
I may state to you, very briefly, the impression made 
upon my mind in relation to that country for produc
tions and for the extension of railroad facilities. We 
found in Texas, very much to our surprise, a country 
capable of producing all your great staples, to a de
gree that is remarkable. We found there, within a 
circle of a few miles, as good wheat, good corn, good 
cotton, good tobacco, good oats, all grown on the same 
soil, as 'I have ever seen standing on the ground in any 
part of the world. I believe that the countiy can 
produce—that the State of Texas will produce—more 
of those great staples than are produced to-day in 
the balance of the United States." 

The Pat/)'iot, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, years 

,( ago, truthfully said: 
"Texas has, beyond all question, superior advan

tages over every other State in the Union. Its soil 
not only yields a larger return of sugar and. cotton 
than any other portion of the United States, but for 
the raising of the cereals it far outstrips the heaviest 
productions of the Genesee valley. Not only is 
Texas most prolific in the production of cotton, sugar, 
grain, fruits and vegetables, but it far excels all other 
portions of the habitable globe for the breeding of 

ttle. Texas is an empire within itself, embracing 
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every variety of soil and climate. There are millions 
of dollars in prospective to enterprising men, and 
pleasant homes and a competency for all who may 
venture within her borders." 

The Washington Chronicle, corroborating the state-j 
ment of the Patriot, also very truthfully says: 

"Texas possesses the advantages of a salubrious 
climate, a soil unsurpassed in fertility—adapted to the 
growth of all the cereals; produces the very finest 
short staple as w êll as sea-island cotton, and possesses 
inexhaustible mineral wealth. The rich grazing fields 
of Northern Texas, known as the ' black waxy land,' 
produce not only fine crops of Avheat, oats, rye, barley 
and corn, but are also Avell adapted to cotton. The 
lands of Middle and Northern Texas produce on an 
average 600 pounds of ginned cotton to the acre. One 
man can easily cultivate ten acres in corn and ten in 
cotton. The corn alone will pay the expense of culti-
A'ating and gathering the entire crop, and leaves the 
farmer the net profit of, say at least 5,000 pounds of 
cotton, which at present prices would be Avorth $1,150, 
currency. These sarae lands produce all kinds of 
fruits, except the strictly tropical, to which may be 
added the great advantage of free pasturage, whereby 
a thrifty farmer can, in a fcAV years, sell from one to. 
three thousand dollars' worth of stock, wool and 
hides, making a net profit for one man of from one to 
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four thousand dollars per year, which certainly can
not be excelled in any country. Texas is emphatic 
cally the country for industrious poor men.'" 

Many crops of cotton and corn have been raised 
without more subsistence to either man or beast than 
the abundance of game and grass to be found in the 
glades and prairies. 

Manufactures do not flourish in Texas. 
Its beautiful rivers with arrowy swiftness still 

flow through vast regions of rich and productive 
lands, and mingle with the waters of the Gulf, Avith
out turning machinery of one-millionth part of their 
capacity. 

In San Antonio and Austin, many years ago, the 
machinery of the mills was run by wheels propelled 
by the natural swiftness and force of the San An
tonio and Colorado rivers, without any dams what
ever. 

Houston, Waco, New Braunfels and Hempstead 
have taken the lead in erecting manufacturing estab
lishments. 

By the laws of Texas 320 acres of land are granted 
to the introducer for every $1,000 worth of ma
chinery introduced and operated in Texas, yet but 
few persons or companies have engaged in the busi
ness. 

Texans buy sugar, rice, molasses, shoes, hats, cloth-
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ing of all kinds, saddlery, waggons, carriages, and 
almost all their AVOoden Avare, besides fai-ming imple
ments, household and kitchen furniture, from a dis
tance. True, it Avould save expenses of transportation, 
tariffs, and intermediate profits Avere they to manufac
ture their own articles of consumption, but they are 
not a raanufacturing people. 

Shall I go farther and inform strangers that Tex
ans buy and consume many thousands of dollars' 
worth of concentrated milk, as Avell as butter, pickles, 
canned goods and preserves put up in and transported 
frora Boston, Mass. ? 

I doubt not, in the course of time, Avhen New Eng
land capitalists learn that the manufacture of all 
kinds of cotton and woollen goods in Texas wdll pay 
better than in New England, that sorae of thera may 
voluntarily go doAvn to Texas and invest their capital 
and skill in the development of our unrivalled capaci
ties as a manufacturing state. 

Peaches, apples, and grapes are very abundant in 
Texas. I have never seen larger or finer apples and 
peaches groAvn anyAvhere than in Texas, and as for 
the grapes, they groAv Avild and in great abundance. 

I have knoAvn many persons to make several bar
rels of Avine yearly just frora the Avild grapes gath
ered in the Avoods. 

I have sometiraes gathered a quantity of Avild 
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grapes in the forest, and, after eating them, felt an 
exhilarating effect similar to that produced by drink
ing wine. 

With a few exceptions, however, Texans pay no at
tention to the cultivation of the vine, the groAvth of 
the grape, or the filling of their cellars. 

When a few emigrants from France and Germany 
shall have planted their vineyards in Texas and made 
wine frora our cultivated native grapes, I doubt not 
that it will be unsurpassed by the famous brands of 
Verzeney, Heidseick, Mound Vineyard, Napoleon, or 
even the renowned Johannisberg. 

But Texans are even behind Californians as to the 
cultiA^ation of the vine, the growth of grapes and the 
making of wine. 

They seem to forget that the first miracle of our 
Saviour was to change water into wine, and that His 
last command to erring mortals was to drink it in 
remembrance of Him. 

Never did I hear one of them repeat. In vino Veri

tas, but often such legends as the folloAving: 

"After the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the 
garden of Paradise, Adam planted the vine, which, as 

^ Satan beheld in passing by, his majesty Avas pleased 
with and took under his especial care. 

"He first caught a little lamb, and killing it, poured 
its blood upon the roots of the plant which grcAV 
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luxuriantly; next he captured a lion, and after slay- t 
ing it, poured its blood also on the roots of the Adne ti 
and it grew amazingly. On visiting his favorite the 
third tirae, his satanic majesty brought the hog, 
slaughtered and poured its blood upon the roots of 
the vine, when it grew wonderfully and brought forth 
fruit which, strange to say, when made into wine 
gives to the descendants of Adam, when taken, the 
characteristic disposition of these three animals. 

" When taken moderateh'^, wine causes a man to feel 
gentle and playful like the lamb; when taken im- *' 
moderately, it makes him fierce and bloody like the '"' 
lion; and when taken to the extreme, gives him the 
disposition of the hog to wallow in the mire." 

Camp-meeting songs are often heard in the hamlets 
of the poor and the fine residences of the rich, at 
a late hour of the night; but that familiar old song 
of— 

" Landlord, fill the flowing bowl, 
Until it doth run over 1 

For to-night we'll merry be, merry be. 
For to-night we'll merry be, merry be, 
For to-night we'll merry be, merry be, 

To-morrow we'll get sober!" 

is never heard. 

The folloAving sample of logic from the irreligious 

pen of an old Avine-bibber would be considered by 0 
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tibe good people of the Lone Star State as infamous 
and horrible: 

" Good wine makes good blood, 
Good blood causeth good humors, 
Good humors cause good thoughts, 
Good thoughts bring forth good works, 
Good works carry a man to heaven; 

ergo 

Good wine carrieth a man to heaven." 

Without a doubt the folloAving lines, from a popular 
song of the boys at West Point when out on a " tear," 
rould be anathematized: 

" Here's a health to General Jackson, 
God bless the old hero! 

May he rest upon his laurels 

And never know of woe; 
May he rest upon his laurels, 

And never know of woe ; 
And drink his whiskey every night, 

At Benny Haven's, O. 

" The commentators tell us all, 
That when above we go 

We'll follow that same handicraft 
We followed here below. 

If this be true philosophy— 
The preachers say so too— 

Then, oh ! what days and nights we'll have 
At Benny Haven's, O." 

Old Applejack and Peach brandy might be manu-
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factured to any extent, and become a source of im
mense revenue to the state, but these, as Avell as 
Bourbon and Rye AA'hiskeys, are almost entirely im
ported from Cincinnati, New Orleans, and New York. 

Thus Texans piously aid in building up and sus
taining the raanufacturing establishraents of the older 
states, and let the capacities and resources of their 
own state lie dorraant and undeveloped. 

Although fortunes have been raade, and are noAV 
being made in Texas, by planting cotton, making 
sugar, groAving wheat, and stock-raising, I ara of the 
opinion that any one skilled in vine-growing and 
wine-raaking might go there and not only accumu
late a fortune, but gain distinguished consideration 
and great glory, by turning the attention of Texans 
to the great but hitherto unproductive mine of Avealth 
which noAV lies idle, dorraant, and undeveloped in the 
midst of their forests and Avild woods, serving only as 
food for Avild beasts and the birds of the air^—not 
sour grapes by any raeans, but pleasant to the eye and 
taste. 

The mineral wealth of Texas, consisting in unlimit
ed deposits of coal, iron, copper, zinc, lead, gold, 
silver, salt, oil, manganese, cobalt, nickel, and bismuth, 
in a large portion of the country, lies just in the same 
condition it did Avhen the great Jehovah first called it 
into existence. 
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A correspondent of the Cleburne Chronicle, giving 
an account of the discoveiy of coal in Johnson County, 
exultingly ends his communication in these words: 
" So you can see that it seems to be well scattered on 
the border of the rich prairie lands, and settlers 

Miereon can have no fear of freezing, for ere long 
these beds will be opened, and millions will be made 

| . to our country otherwise than by the superabundant 
I' crops of corn, cotton and wheat." 

"Yet gold all is not, that doth golden seem," 

Or, as Shakespeare hath i t : 

"AU that gUstera is not gold.'' ''' 

And although coal may exist elsewhere, it would be 
rather hard, to make Capt. Scogin believe now that 

^Travis County has much of it. 
A correspondent of the Turf, Field and Farm thus 

|tells how the captain was sold : 
"Do you know Capt. Wm. D. Scogin, head drummer 

î lor the well-known hardware house of Samuel Roose-
relt & Co. ? I will introduce you to him. Bill, as he 
îs familiarly called by his friends, is one-eyed,yarsAvift 

Iker, has been to California, and knows every hog-
|j>ath in Arkansas and Texas. 

" Taking Capt. Billy up one hill and down another, 
ihe is a regular brick' 

%r '- 26 
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" He was in Austin a month or two ago, and struck ' 
He, or rather got oil-struck. 

" Some everlasting reprobate about our toAvn bought 
a gallon of oil, carried it out to a deep ravine about 
tAVO miles from our city, and poured it out on the 
ground. 

" After this he told of discovering oil, and thousands 
of people immediately congregated ' thar or thara-
abouts.' ^ 

^ " Captain Scogin came, he saw, he conquered, that-^' 
sugf^ad travelled, he knew what was what, and ^ 
A'nth invested a few hundred dollars: a coi '-

was immediately organized and boring commencv^ ^ 

" At first the indications were favorable, then mo, ^ * 
favorable; oil and cannel coal. I raet Bill on his ^ 
return from the mine, when, slapping me on the *• 
shoulder he said: 'Well, ole fel, I've made a ten 9i. 

strike at last! There's no use talking. By the ever
lasting gods, heathen mythology and Scandinavian 
history, I've struck ile. 

" ' Now won't I have a gay time in New York when "I 
the drumming season commences ? !«\ 

" ' Won't I ask the boys up to drink champagne, itln 

when they come around to the Metropolitan Hotel ? ftwi 
- " ' Won't I tell 'em about having been poor once 
con<^edf? fi 

into eWhy, bless your soul! I'm going to buy me foiu: 4̂ ; 

ilOI 
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or five acres of broAvn stone fronts on Fifth Avenue. 
A.But, Colonel, won't my wife feel happy? Won't 
g M a r y feel joyous? I am going to settle a million on 

her and the children immediately, so in case of acci-
I j ) j^dent she'll always be independent. 

" ' Colonel, I reckon I've got the best wife in the 
world. Won't she be glad ?' 

, "After he had run on thusly for a Avhile, I intimated 
pjomething about his dividing with his friends. 

" He went on : 
" ' I Avrote to Mr. Roosevelt that he might come in 

J with me—half interest! Sam Roosevelt is a mighty 
.good man ! There's enough for both of us, so I am 
Igoing to let him ^n, but nobody else need apply. 

" ' Colonel, come, let's go and take a drink ! Whoop 
kpee ! ole fel; did you ever feel rich ? You bet I'm 

oing to lead a gay and festive life— 

" ' Gay and happy, gay and happy; 
We'll be gay and happy still.' 

id) " Thus Capt. Billy carried on for hours, but finally 
the boring ceased; the truth leaked out; there Avas 
leither oil nor coal, and away went the captain's 

)wn-stone fronts like ' the baseless fabric of a 
) >j 

^vision.' 
.,-The financial condition of Texas is a source of 

|p!basant reflection to its citizens. ; > -
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Go A'. Coke's Message of the 10th of February, 1874, 
AA'hich is based upon the reports of the comptroller 
and treasurer, shoAVS the public debt of Texas, includ
ing interest to the 1st of September, 1874, to be 
$2,248,831.75. 

Gov. Coke says : " The revenues AA'hich have been 
paid by the people, and should haA'e prevented the 
accumulation of debt, haA ê been squandered and 
filched by those whom a cruel fortune placed iu her 
offices of trust." 

His Message also shows the taxable property of 
Texas, for 1874, to be $240,420,000, and he very justly 
says: " With her vast resources and rapidly increas
ing taxable values, the public debt of Texas is as 
nothing." 

Whether by a reduction of the salaries of state offi 
cers or by the issue of state Avarrants draAving interest 
from date till paid, or hoAV this debt is to be paid or 
its increase stopped, are questions for the consideration 
of our legislators. 

No state of the Union has shown a greater desire for 
the advancement of learning than Texas. 

The Constitution of 1836 made it "the duty of 
Congress, as soon as circumstances would admit, to 
provide, by laAv, a general system of education." 

In 1839, the Texas Congress gave 50 leagues of land 
for the endoAvment of a University, and three leagues 
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(which were increased in 1840 to four leagues) for 
ichool purposes. 

The Constitution of 1845 made it the duty of the 

^gislature to provide for free schools, and in 1854, 
52,000,000, paid by the government in the purchase of 

liiSante F6, was given to the common school fund, the 
^interest only to be expended, while the principal was 
Moaned to railroads. 

In 1860, 104,447 pupils were taught in the com
mon schools of Texas, at the cost of $104,447, but in 
1861, and during the days of the late Confederate 
States, they were deserted by the boys and girls for 
the field and fireside ; while the boys made history at 
Bull Run, Manassas, Gains' Mill, Malvern Heights, 
Sharpsburg, Oak Hills, Mansfield, Fredericksburg, in 

E-ihe Wilderness, and on many other sad and mournful 
)attle-fields, which their children and their children's 

i^children may read with admiration of their impetuous 

valor,—the girls used the cards and spinning-wheels, 
I the loom and their needles, to supply them with 

clothing. 
Since the war, the present Constitution of Texas has 

»̂ given to the public schools all the proceeds from the 
sale of public lands, one-fourth of the state revenue, 
and the poll-tax of one dollar on every citizen of the 

f$tate. 
The last annual report of the comptroller shows 
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that $690,762.04 Avere paid by the state for public 
schools, in AA'hich 227,615 pupils were taught by 3,687 
teachers, during the last year. 

I t is Â ery much to be regretted that the University 
exists only on the records of the state, but it is 
earnestly hoped that ere long suitable buildings Avill 
be erected, a library and scientific apparatus pur
chased, qualified teachers employed, and its career as 
a first-class institution of learning commenced. 

The Agricultural College near the fair and pros
perous city of Bryan, although a state institution, and 
the finest college building in Texas, and very credit
able to the state, should not do aAvay with the Uni

versity. 

Yet schools and colleges, public and private, haA'-e 
been established in raany cities and towns of Texas, in 
which the minds of the youth are learned to think, 
reason, and reflect, and their powers of thought {the 

grand object of education) trained, strengthened, and 
developed, Avhile their memories are stored with useful 
information and the Avisdora of ages. 

In order to give an idea of the advancement of two 
students at Austin, I here insert an address of one 
before a debating club, upon oratory, and a burlesque 
on the yellow-backed literature and trashy novels of 
the da}', by another. 

They are as follows, and explain themseh'-es : 

% 
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ORATORY. 

GENTLEMEN:—^The power of arresting and fixing 
the attention of an audience upon any subject, and so 
discussing it as to excite the passions and convince the 

iderstanding, has always been held in the highest 
'repute among the most civilized nations of the old 
and new world. 

Indeed, the accomplishment of so addressing an 
I audience on any given subject as to make it feel as you 

feel, think as you think^ and aci as you would have it 
act, is one of the rarest and most difficult things for 
you to acquire in this life. 

Greece had but one Demosthenes, Rome but one 
Cicero, England but one Fox, France but one Mira-

|beau, and America but one Patrick Hemy. Yet the 
fii-st named should give you encouragement that 

p tory is not a natural gift, but an accomplishment, 
l^hich may be acquired by labor and perseverance, for 

I the impediment in his speech and his awkward* man
ner of action while speaking, are known to the school-

| b o y 

In order to develop his voice, he spoke to the roar
ing sea; to acquire distinct enunciation, he spoke with 

ppebbles under his tongue; and to obtain that grace or 
^uavite^" in modo, so pleasing to an audience, he spoke 

'̂ under the sharp point of a sword suspended over his 
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shoulder. Then, again, his great preparation before 
delivering his orations—shaving one side of his head 
so that he could not go out into society until his hair 
grew out again, but w^ould be compelled to stay in his 
room and thus have all his time for labor, should not 
escape your attention. As his orations are most ex
cellent, we may conclude that in their preparation he 
laid down his major and minor premises clearly, before 
he said therefore, and drew his conclusion. So, with
out doubt, Demosthenes had studied logic—or syllo
gistic reasoning. And when we see hoAV appro
priately and elegantly he used the climax, simile, 
metaphor and trope—how replete his orations are with 
allusions, personifications, and allegories, artfully in
terwoven so as to please, dazzle, and fascinate his 
hearers, we may believe that he had often burned the 
midnight lamp over the pages of rhetoric. So you 
may conclude, that were you to ask me by what 
means you can soonest become good debaters, I should 
recommend the studies of logic and rhetoric. 

The beautiful and masterly oration of Cicero in 
defence of Milo is the plain syllogism. Any one who 
kills another in self-defence is justifiable. Milo killed 
Claudius in self-defence, therefore Milo was justifiable. 
However, these will be of little use without practice 
and the continued use of the rules therein laid doAvn. 
So necessary is practice to debaters, that they 
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have been known, in the absence of hearers, to speak 
rbefore looking-glasses. I have often heard it said that 
a poor thing well spoken was more effective than a good 

•Hiing poorly spoken; indeed, the orator has been 
I'^ccused of making the worst appear the better cause, 

.^chines , who was the competitor of Demosthenes 
after his banishment, taught a school of rhetoric, and 
on one occasion delivered to his class the oration of 
Demosthenes on the crown, and was highly applauded, 
wlien he remarked: " Could you have heard Demos
thenes himself deliver his oration, your applause 
would have been much greater." 

There is a tone of voice and a manner of acting 
what one says, which are frequently more eloquent 
than the things said. Often actors, on the stage, so 
pathetically act their parts in the play as to bring 
tears into the eyes of observers and hearers, who might 
read the play in their rooms with ordinary emo
tions. 

Shakespeare, in his celebrated play of Hamlet, gives 
the following advice to actors, which is, like all things 

iroduced by that great man, most excellent: " Speak 
the speech, I pray you, as I pronounced it to you, trip
pingly on the tongue; but if you mouth it, as many 
of our players do, I had as lief the town-crier spoke my 
lines. Nor do not saw the" air too much with your 

hand, thus ; but use all gently, for in the very torrent, 
25* 



586 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

tempest, and (as I may say) whirlwind of your 
passion, you must acquire and beget a temperance 
that may give it smoothness. Oh, it offends rae to the 
soul to hear a robustious, periwig-pated fellow tear a 
passion to tatters, to very rags, to split the ears of 
the groundlings; who, for the most part, are capable 
of nothing but inexplicable dumb shoAvs and noise. 
I Avould have such a felloAV AA'hipped for o'erdoing 
Termagant; it out-herods Herod ; jiray you, avoid it. 
Be not too tame neither, but let your discretion be 
your tutor; suit the action to the word, the word to 
Idle action; Avith this special observance, that you o'er-
step not the modesty of nature, for anything so over
done is from the purpose of playing, Avhose end, both 
at the first and UOAV, Avas and is to hold as 'tAvere the 
mirror up to nature; to show virtue her own feature, 
scorn her own image, and the Â ery age and body of 
the time his form and pressure. NOAV, this overdone, 
or come tardy off, though it raake the unskilful laugh, 
cannot but raake the judicious grieve; the censure of 
which one must, in your allowance, o'erweigh a Avhole 
theatre of others. Oh, there be players that I have 
seen play, and heard others praise, and that highly, 
—not to speak it profanely, that neither having the 
accent of Christians, nor the gait of Christian, pagan, 
nor man, have so strutted and belloAved, that I have 
thought some of nature's journeymen had made men, 
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and not made them well, they imitated humanity so 
abominably." 

But, besides the study of logic, rhetoric and acting, 
any one desirous of excelling as a speaker should not 

I be unacquainted with history and poetry. 

When Patrick Henry exclaimed: " Caesar had his 
Brutus, Charles I. had his Cromwell, and George III . 
—may he profit by their example !" he made the fact 
known that he was not ignorant either of ancient or 
modern history. When Mr. Webster, in his famous 
flpeech on the Constitution, spoke of State rights, indi
vidual security, and public prosperity, he illustrated 
his subject by allusions to the Colosseum and the Par-

non—Greece and Rome. The great Irish orator, 
JPhillips, in contrasting our western world with the 
departed glory of oriental empires, alludes to the 

ncient glory but present decay of Palmyra and Per
sepolis. Cicero, in one of his orations, alludes to the 
impropriety of a man sick with fever drinking copi
ously of cold water to allay it, when the opposite 
leffect is generally produced. From which fact we 
may conclude that Cicero had some knowledge of 

edicine. Indeed, what Dr. Johnson says of the poet 
finay well be said of the orator, who, like the editor of 
a newspaper, is supposed, at least by some, to be 

norant of nothing, but should be acquainted with 
all the arts and sciences, and draw his illustrations 
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from Esculapius and Archimedes as Avell as from 
Homer and Herodotus—and as soon as they are in
vented of a safe character, be as Avell able to navigate 
the air in aerial A'ehicles as the ocean in steamships. 

Lord Byron said that to be a good poet one must 
commence Avriting verses in his youth, and keep it up 
to old age; so it is Avith oratory and all things apper
taining to poor, frail huraanity—they must be culti
vated, increased and developed by practice, labor and 
perseverance ! You raust practise it, labor at it, and 
persevere in it. 

I t Avas once my good fortune to hear the RCA'-. 

Henry Ward Beecher preach a most excellent sermon 
on the development of the religious principle iu the 
human heart. He asserted that as the blacksmith, 
by constantly wielding the sledge-hararaer, caused' 
the muscles and strength of his arm to increase; as 
the speed of the swdft-footed race-horse may be in
creased by training, so the religious principle, by 
conversation and association Avith pious people, the 
study of the Bible and other religious books, may 
be increased and greatly strengthened in the hearts 
of men. 

The greatest man of this age was the great novel
ist, poet and orator, Bulwer, Avho, throughout his 
Avorks, but noAvhere raore forcibly or more beautifully 
than in his character of Claude Melnotte, in the Lady 

kl 
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of Lyons, holds out the grand idea of self-cultivation 
and development. 

The gardener's son, by study, application, and perse-
•verance, makes himself superior in all those accom-
|)lishments which dignify and ennoble mortals, to the 
titled aristocrats with whom he came in contact. 

But there is no royal nor easy road to the proud 
eminence on which the orator stands—^from which he 
may look back 

"And scorn the base degrees by which he did ascend." 

No one better than he can exclaim Avith sincerity : 

" Ah! who can tell how hard it is to climb 
The steep where Fame's proud temple shines afar ?" 

THE BLUE ROBBER OF THE PINK MOUNTAIN. 

Near the close of the thirteenth century. Sir Hil
debrand Hiltersplit, covered with a complete panoply 
of neuter verbs and relative pronouns, commenced his 
ascent of Mount Paphros, that lies in the Gutta 
Percha Range. Arriving at the summit, he beheld, 

-jBtretched out before his excited imagination, the 
beautiful valley of Neuralgia. There he saw the sea
horse and the crocodile sporting side by side, the 
reindeer and the humming-bird flitting from flower to" 

I flower, and the melodious watermelon and the ising-
glass growing upon the same vine. 
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Upon the banks of an umbrageous stream that ran 
Cireerino;* from the raountain-side, and nestled in a 
small Alpine grove, reposed the tent of the ancient 
Ba/bacon—the grand Clam-sloop of the country. At 
a])uut the hour of half-past four o'clock in the after
noon—his daughter, the fair Sarsaparilla, clad in chlo
roform, and Avaving her nascent and sporadic sceptre, 
entered the presence of the ancient Barbacon her fa
ther, bearing in her left hand a sraall dish of stcAved 
parasangs and fried conostrophies, on Avhich her 
ancient sire raade his eA'ening repast. And seating 
herself on the asteroids of public grief in one corner 
of the pavilion, she poured forth her native gypsum 
in the most delightful strains, as she swept the cords 
of her lio;ht bandana. 

Attracted by this Avonderful operatic copologo. Sir 
Hildebrand Hiltersplit entered the apartment, and 
throwing hiraself at her feet doled out his love-ditty 
in the most mellifluous and oleao-inous cadences. 

Scarcely had he risen from his recumbent position 
Avhen the Blue Robber of the Pink Mountains broke 
into the apartment. At sight of this horrid monster, 
clad in the form of an obese fandango, the fair Sarsa
parilla shrieked, and uttered a cry so piercing that Sir 
Hildebrand Hiltersplit shi-ank into the interior of 
the ottoman. With the most audacious strides the 
robber approached the fair Sarsaparilla, and Avith his 

\ 
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left arm encircled her waist, whilst with his right 
hand he seized a small catapult of silver she wore 

| : suspended from her neck by a bill of lading. 

Agonizing with grief and unbounded rage. Sir Hil
debrand Hiltersplit darted from his place of conceal
ment and seizing a boot-jack, that lay " floating on •« 
the floor," stabbed the monster to the heart, and left 
the fair Sarsaparilla like an illuminating light stand
ing upon the binnacle of her own expectability, from 
which exalted position she looked down with min
gled scorn and contempt upon her baffled pursuer. 

m 

And now, dear reader, I close this work, with a 
feeling akin to that which one feels on parting with a 
beloved friend. 

May your future path be strewn with flowers, and 
while ever ascending the hill of prosperity, may you 
never meet a friend! 

In the language of the poet: 

' . • • J . , 

"Farewell 1 a word that must be, and hath been— 
A sound which makes us linger;—yet—^farewell." 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

Attention is called to the following business firms, all 
of ivhich are first-class and stricfly reliable as well as 
responsible : 

The sales of IL K. Thurber 
Sr Co., Importers and Whole
sale Grocers, W^esh Broadway, 
Reade and Hudson Streets, 
Keic Y'orK', e.veeed. those of 
any other tiro Houses in the 
same line of /business in the 
United' States, and therefore 
it may reasonably be said 
that this House is Headquar
ters for all goods which are 
eaten and drank. 

C H A S . P R A T T & CO. 
DEALEBS IN 

Pelrolem ui its Prodjcts, 
pROpniETona OF 

THE CELEBRATED BRANDS 

"Astral" and '' Radiant." 
108 FULTON STREET, 

N E W Y O R K . 

Geo. F. Gantz SL CO. 
OfiBce, 176 Duane St., N. Y. 

SEA FOAM 
DeUcious Cookery, 

Powerful Strength, 
Perfect Purity, 

Wonderful Economy. 
Forty Pounds more BKF.AD to a barrel of Flour. 

~^p,g, Send for a circular for fuller parti-
Ct' larH. 

J. L Mott Iron Works, 

S T O V E S 
—AND— 

PLUMBER'S IRON WARE, 

Corner of Beetian anl Cliff Sts., 

N E W Y O R K . 

M O O D Y &; J E M I S O N 

i;OTTON FACTORS, 
AND 

Commission IVIerchants, 

2.3 nilliam St., New York, 
AND 

Strand, Galveston. 

FITESS & C A i n CO.. 

SADDLEEYi HARNESS 
Especially adapted to the 

Texas Trade. 

33 Mercer Street, 
N E W Y O R K . 
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PHELPS, DODGE (St CO., 
IMPORTERS O F 

Tin Plate, Sheet Iron, Copper, 
BLOCK TIN, WIRE, &c., 

C L I F F S T R E E T , 
(Between John and Fulton), 

NEW YORK. 

C0RLIES,MACT&CO. 

STATIONERS, 
Printers, Lithographers, 

AND 

Blant Bool Mannfactnrers, 
39 Nassau &54&56 Liberty Sts. 

BURTIS & SMITH, 
IMPOKTEBS AND JOBBEBB OF 

CROCKERY, 
€HINA, GI.ASS WARE, 

Kerosene Groods, &c. 

!\!o. 12 Barclay Street, 
l ou r Doors below I MrU/vnDI/ 

Aetor House, ) N t W Y U n R . 

Edward M. Wright. John B. Du«r 
OoavanMiir Horris, Jr. 

EDWARD M, WRIGHT & CO,, 
GMNKJtAL 

(jommission Merchants, 
]Vo. 39 Broad Street, 

p . O. Box 4858. N E W Y O R K . 

Special attention given to the sale of Cotton, 
Wool, Hides, &c. Also, to the purchase and 
sale of " Future Contracts." Interest allowed 
on deposits. 

JEHIALREAD&CO. 
Uanufacturers & Wholesale Sealers is 

Fur&WoolHats 
STRAW GOODS, 

No. 468 Broadway, 

Nathaniel Norton. ( NEW YORK. 

M. N. ROGERS & CO., 

CLOTHING 
4:46 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 

) 

i 



• ADVERTISEMENTS. 
r-—'^^-^ i $- 'jT." • ,. 1* 

C. R. Johns & Co., Bankers and Land Agents Aostin, Tei. 
Ben. H. Thompson, Druggist Austin, Tex. 
B. C. Wells, Watehes, Jewelry, fce Austin, Tex. 
De CordoTa, Withers k Co., Texas Land k General Agency. .Austin, Tex. 
F. W. Chandler, Attorney and Connsellor-at-Law Austin, Tex. 
Carleton & Robertson, Lawyers and Land Agents Austin, Tex. 
N. C. Shelley, Atlorney-at-law, C^"*^:^a'8"„p«.S2'"^?*;"').. .Austin, Tex. 

* Bethel Coopwood, Attorney-at-Law,(^"'*"^^„*4^^^S';t^'^"*') Austin, Tex. 
Dr. W. A. Dohmen, Oculist Austin, Tex. 
Taylor & Leland, Land and Collecting Agents Waco, Tex. 
Flint & Chamberlin, Bankers and Collecting Agents Waeo, Tex. 
Flint, Chamberlin & Uraham, Attorneys & Counsellors at-Law, Waeo, Tex. 
Mnlhall & Scaling, Lire Stock Commission Merchants, Pacific 

and National Stock Yards St. Louis, Mft. 
Maxwell, Scaling & Mnlhall, Fork Packers, Ml S. 2d Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
Douglas Bagging Company, Bagging, Rope and Twine, 

Office, 409 N. U Street, St. Louis, Mo. 

lAvenne Hotel, Dr. T. J. Moore, proprietor Austin, Tex. 

• Hutchins House, N. P. Turner, " Houston, Tex. 
La Clede Hotel, I. W. Malin & Son, '' St. Louis, Mo. 

City Hotel, R. S. Morse, '• New Orleans, La. 

' PIEDMONT AIR LINE. 
E ^ T l i e JB»liortest a n d m o s t D i r e c t ISonte ..̂ D 

FBOM 

N£\(r YORK t o N E W ORLEANS 
Via Richmond, Charlotte, Greenville, Atlanta, Montgomery, and Mobile, 

Being 2 3 5 miles SHOBTEB than any Line v ia liOUTSVU'I'S. 
" 1 5 2 " SHORTER " " AUGUSTA & WELDON, 

And 5 3 to 4 0 0 zftiles SHORTER than a ^ Line now in' existence, 
and at present operated as a iSirougrh Line. 

O. Y I N G L I N G , S; E . A L L E N , 
lu t en Pail. * 'rt. Agt., 9 Aitor Boaie, H. 7. 0«B. Ticket Ag't, areensboro', IT. C. 



NEIl^ B O O K S 
PUBI-ISHHO BY THE 

UNITED STATES P U B L I S H I N G COMPANY, 

And for sale by all Booksellers., or sent by mail., pi i-paid, on 
receijit of price. 

QA IRA. 
A NOVEL. 

By WAI. DUG AS TRAMMELL. 

A lively and interesting portraiture of American life, as well ag 
some advanced opinions on modern reforms, in which figure promi
nent citizens of Georgia, now living. Said lo be the most truthful 
picture of Southern character and characteristics ever written. 

Cloth, i 2 m o , 360 pages $1.50. 

T H E L A W R E N C E S : 
N E W ENGLAND M E N AND WOMEN AS IHEY GROW U P AND DEVELOP. 

By CHARLOTTE TURNBULL. 

A truthful picture of ^Vmericans and their institutions, as seen 
in the lives of New England characters in a twenty years' growth. 

i2ino cloth, 490 pages $2.00 

THE MORMON COUNTRY. 
A SUMMER W I T H T H E L A T T E R - D A Y SAINTS. 

By CAPT. JOHN CODMAN. 

Shows the growth and development of the great West ; life in 
Utah among Saints and Gentiles; the mineral wealth; railroad interests, 
and some very funpy experiences of the author. This book has re
ceived the highest praise from the press. 

i 2 m o cloth, 230 p a g e s , i l lustrated, . . . $1.50. 



MARIA MONK'S DAUGHTER. 
A N AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

By the daughter of the author of '•''Awful Disclosures of 
Maria Monk.^* — a book on Convent Life, that created 

so great an excitement 35 years ago. 

This book gives some astonishing facts. In fact, it i§ the truthful 
autobiography of a remarkable woman, and will create a profound 
sensaticm. 

Crown Svo, 650 pages , beautifully illustrated and bound in 
extra cloth, gold and ink stamp, $3.50. 

LIFE AND PUBLIC SERVICES OF CHARLES SUMNER 
By C. EDWARDS LESTER. 

The best and most complete life of the great Stae^nan published, 
and as the literary executors have decided not to publish his voluminous 
correspondence and official life for some years, this is the only authentic 
volume embracing his life and great speeches., 

Svo, 700 pages , illustrated, . . . . $3'7S> 

J E S U S . 
A RATIONAL HISTORY AS GATHERED FROM THE EVANGELISTS. 

By CHARLES F. DEEMS, D.D. 

This is not a life of Christ, but the history of the life of the man 
Jesus, and from his character and works as recorded by the four 
Evangelists, his divinity is sought to be proven. 

Svo cloth, 750° pages , beautifully illustrated, $4.00. 

MINORITY REPRESENTATION. 
By SALEM DUTCHER. 

A full explanation of cumulative voting and the remedy for un 
represented minorities. 

Svo cloth, $1.50. 

% Address 
UNITED STATES PUBLISHING COMPANY. 

13 Uaiversity Place, New York 



The following Popular Subscript ion Books will be furnished 
by our Cavassing Agents : 

ALL ROUND THE WORLD. 
ninstrating the Beauty of Scenery, of Architecture, and of Art, as well as the CharacteriBtlca 

of the People of all Nations, from the Dawn of Civilir.ation to the Present Time. Embelliehed 
with 800 beautiful Engravings, by the most eminent Artists. 

This is a concise, comprehensive, and interesting resume of all nations, from the beginning of 
authentic history to the present day, and illuBtratcs every phase of life with engravings accurately 
representing the scenes described. It is printed on fine toned paper, comprised in one large quarto 
volume of 515 pages, equal to an octavo of 1,030 pages. Price, per copy : Cloth, $5.00; Arabesqne 
Leather, $6.00 ; Full Gut, $7.00. 

THE WONDERS OF THE WORLD. 
l(tth^?,000 Edition. Comprising Startling Incidents, Interesting Scenes, and Wonderful Events 

in all Countries, in all Ages, and among all People. By. C. G. Rosenberg. 
If you wish to be surprised, delighted, startled, instructed, amusod, entertained, fascinated 

and elevated—if you wish to laugh, to wonder, and reflect, buy this book. It is printed from a 
beautiful, clear, new type ; on fine, hard, silicions paper ; comprised iu oue large quarto volume of 
over 500 pages, equal to an octavo of over 1,000 pages ; contains over 1,000 illustrations by the most 
eminent artists. Price, per copy : Cloth, $4.50 ; Arabesque Leather, $5.00; Full Gilt, $5.50. 

Of 
Written by his long personal friend and ardent admirer, 0. Edwards Lester. Mr. Loiter has had this 
volume long in preparation, with the intention of publishing it, should he survive Mr. Sumner. We are 
thus able to give to the public a work that is not a hasty compilation, but the result of years of labor, 
and much of the matter received from the lips of the groat Senator, and now first published. 

The book makes a large Svo volume of over 600 pages, printed on heavy calendered paper of superior 
(piallty, and bound in the most approved and attractive styles, embellished with a fine portrait, on steel, 
of Mr. Sumner, and several full-page illustrations representing eventful scenes during his life, and the 

..crateful tribure of the* nation at his grave. Price in Extra English Cloth, $3.75; in Library Sheep, 
$4.75; in Turkey Morocco, $6.00. 

LIFE OF JESUS. 
By Charles P. Deems, D. D., Pastor "Chnrchof the Strangers," New York. It is a full-siae 

royal octavo volume of 745 pages, accurately illustrated by a map containing latest discoveries, es-

Eecially prepared from the drawings of Rawson, and embellished with sixty-six fine cngravmgs by 
inton, with an elaborate description and history of the game, by A. L. Rawson, the celebrated 

Eastern traveler. It also contams a steel engraving in "aquat int" of Guercino's celebrated 
"Ecce Homo," from the Corsini Gallery at Rome, the only copy ever issued in this country, and 
especially imported for this work. It contains an accurate and ori.;,'inal translation of the words of 
Jesus from the Codfx Sinaiticus, the oldest MSS. extant. It is handsomely aud substanliaUv 
bound, and the cheapest book of the kind in the market. Price, per copy : Cloth, $4.00 ; Cloth 
Gilt, $4.50; Sheep, $5.00 ; French Morocco, $8.00 ; Turkey Morocco, Antique, $10.00. 

THE NEW YORK TOMBS ; 
I T S S E C K E T S A N D I T S M Y S T E R I E S . 

The most remarkable book of modem times. A complete History of Noted Criminals, with 
Narratives of their Crimes, from Robinson and Colt, 40 years ago, to Stokes and Tweed of to-day. 
By Charles Sutton, for 25 years Warden of the Prison. The work comprises about 650 pages, large 
Svo, embellished with Portraits of prominent jurists, noted criminals, and Engravings fully Ulus-
trating the text. Price, per copy : Cloth, $3.50 ; Leather, $4.25. 

Agents can always secure Fast-selling Books and Exclusive 
Territory by addressing : 

UNITED STATES PUBLISHIITG CO., 
' 13 Vnivers i t ; Place, K. T, 



OUR 

^FIRST YEARS: 
The Life of the Republic, of the United 

f , ; States of Ar^^fiea,Illustrated in it-s 
Four Great Periods. 

f l • ' , . , ( . . / 

TheFirst.-DISCOVERY'-COLONIZATION. 1492-1776. 
TheSecorid.-CONSOLIDATION-STATESMANSHIP. 1776-1815. 

The Third.-DEVELOPMENT-WORK. 1815-1848. 
' TheFourth-.-ACHIEVEMENT-WEALT+l. TB49-1876. 

By C. EDWARDS LESTER, 
Anthor of "The Glory and Shame of England," "The Napoto<m¥)yna8ty,'' " The Life and Voyagei 

of Ameriona Vespucius," " Tho Gallery of lUvistrioug Americana," " The Arti.st«of 
.Amteic9j'*'" PacmgM from the History <a the United States," etc., etc. 

m 

The Publishers f eel iustij^ed in asseiipig that the^are offering to the world 
one of the most intaresnn^, 6om|»reien8lTe, and taluiilAb books whidh has yet 
been 'vyritten in this countiy. 

UTO such virork extsts, and it is needed by all classes of citizens. 
It unfolds the most brilliant record ever made by a nation. 
It covers the most interesting'centnry in the history of the race, and will be 

a permanent treasure-house of the trophies ̂ ^u^tiaual glpigr. 
It will embrace the chief fruits of the literary labors of the lifetime of a 

Hioroughly American author, who has written with such power sind fascination 
on national themes. The work is in glowing style; and while no important 
fact of our history is omitted, it never grpws tedious by detail, nor dull by gen-
eialization. The reader ts borne irresistibly a l o i ^ on the rushing current of 

^^gnogieas, with constantly accelerated movement. The author has long had this 
work in preparation, as the crowning labor of his literary life—has written the 
firtt guide-book of Ameriean progress, yet produced; given us a complete record; 
put our whole political and social life on a single piece of canvas; written OuB 

;FlBST HUNDKED YEARS in a single volume, and given to men now living, and 
t̂iiose who are to come, a just conception or what Americans have done during 
the first century of their national existence. 

Coming to the home-circle, in its Twelve Faits, it will have all the freshness 
of a monthly magazine, and all the charm of oontinnous narrative ; and thus, in 
leisure hours during the yef^, a clearer and more lasting memory of the stirring 
events of our history will be acquired than la ever gained from formidable 
volumes. . H . 

OUR FIRST HUNDRED YEARS will be printed in the finest Library historio 
style, embellished with a series of wiaps and engravings, ejxecuted by some of our 
best artists expressly for ttii*^ wofk. >'' - - ^ -̂ "" 

It will be issued in twelve monthly parts, of 84 or more pages each, making 
two elegant royal Svo volumes of 50() pages each, to be completed by .tuly 4,1875.' 

Being dbsolutdy a subscription, booh., it can be^Aad only through our aythorised 
ttWDOssing agents, wlw wiXL deliver the parts to simerSbers every month, artd coUeet 

F I F T Y C E N T S , T H E S U B S C R I P T I O N P B I C E . 
A resident agent wanted in every town. 

Address. UNITED STATES PUBf-ISHlNC CO., 
13 University Placei New Yprk. 
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Publisher's Announcement. 

IN bringing-before the public this great work, we offer the fol-
owing general outline of its plan, and the terms of publication : 

rr WILL BE DIVIDED INTO FOUR PERIODS: 

The FirsL-DlSGOVERY-GOLONIZATION. 
(IITI'E-OIJXraTOU.-Y-.) 

k4:92—1776. 

Closes with, a picture of the Thirteen Colonies on the 4th of July, 1776. 

Ths Sec<md.-OONSOLIDATION.STATESMANSHIP. 
From Declaration of Independence, to close of Second War with England. 

177H—1815. 

I N T H I R T K K N STCCI'TOTSrS. 

I. Progress in Population. 
z. 
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Agriculture. 
Commerce. 
Manufactures. 
PuDlic Works, 
Inventions and Discoveries. 
Education. 
Religion. 
Finance. 
Foreign Relations. 
Literature. 
Extension of the Republic. 

13. Biographies of Great Men. 

Th^ Third.—DEVELOPMENT.—WORK. 
From the Peace of 1815, to the close of the War with Mexico. 

1815—184:8. 

In thirteen similar Sections, tracing the progress of the Nation. 

Th^ F^th.—ACHIEVEMENT.—WEALTH. 
From Peace with Mexico, to the Centennial Celebration. 

^ 184S-1876. 4 ^ ^ O 

ik 


