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HISTORT OF MEXICO. 

CHAPTER I. 

OPENING OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTUB,Y. 

1601-1620. 

O H Ã B A C T E B OF "VICÎEROT MONTEREY—"VizcAiNo 's ExPLORATioN—ATTEMPTED 

iNTERCOtTRSE 'WITH JAPAN—MONTESCLAROS' FlBM R U L E — V E L A S C O 

A G A I N M A D E V I C E R O Y — M E X I C O U X D E R W A T E R — T H E D R A I N A G E W O R K 

OF HøEHUETOCA i s BEGUN—^A G R E A T E N G I N E E R I X G F E A T , Y E T I N -

EPFic iENT—NEGRO R E V O L T — P R O G R E S S OP S E T T L E M E N T I N N U E V A 

V I Z C A Y A , S I N A L O A , A N D S O N O R A — A N E W P O L I C Y F O R C O N Q U E S T — U P -

B I S I N G OF T H E A C A X É E S A N D X I X I M E S — T H E T E P E H U A N E W A R — P R O -

TEcrrvE M E A S U R E S F O R I N D I A N S — A R C H B I S H O P G U E R R A ' S B R I E F R U L K 

A8 VlCEROT—POMPOUS FuNERAL C E R E M O N I E S — T H E T I M I D A U D I E N C I A 

AND THE P l G S — S P I L B E R G E N AT A C A P U L C O — I N C R E A S E OF C O R R U P T I O N 

UNDER VlCEROT GUADALCÁZAB. 

W E have learned something of the count of Mon-
terey, of his character and abiHties as a governor and 
representative of royalty; we have noted his poHcy 
with regard to the Indians and other affairs, and have 
seen how his name has been retained for the capitals 
of two provinces, namely, those of Nuevo Leon and 
of CaKfornia, to both of which countries he de-
spatched expeditions. 

Little remains to be said in taking leave of him. 
We have found him on the whole a well-meaning 
man, and rather incHned to caution. He was deeply 
enough impressed with the duties of a ruler, and 
quite ready to carry out reforms. He fell into few 
serious errors, and these he was prepared to acknowl-
edge and remedy so that even the Indians, the 

voL. m . 1 
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main suffonrs bv roason of his ini.^t;ikos, rocoiínizod 
íhv b('iu-\..lcn(v'()f his ni(.tivo,>s. ('crtain measures 
t..\s;ird th."l;i>t.und tlio ;it ttMulaîit v;u'illations, scvniocl 
î(. iiidioatc 1..-.S of llmi s.nnuliioss of judLrinont and 
tirmiu\''^s which W.M-C at íir.->t îi.̂ .TÍl d to lnni. This 
vonlict is sustaiiied bv lii.s lcniciu v toward tlioso who 
l.v their oorru|»t (lc;iÍinL;s oontributod to liis failures. 
t h o ;il..'^.noc ..f scvciity. and tlio noL l̂oot to enfoico 
othor ncodod roforins. inay havo Ixcn dictat(d 1>y a 
prudential regard for poworful Spaniards, who had 
shown thomsclvos so rcady to rotaliate in raalignant 
l.'lt.r.'^ to tho homc o'ovornment wluMicvor their inter-
o.sts wcr.' as,s;nl( (1. X(>vertholoss, the ic])()rts on tlio 
wholo innst havo beon r;ither favorablc, lor, the vice-
r..v;ilty oi" Poru Ix'coniiiu^ vacaiit soon after the turn 
»if the ••( iitnry, ]\rontcroy was advanced to this more 
lu.rativc plaee.^ I l is departure was generally regret-
Uid. and the Indians íillod the air with lamentation. 
()ne i'i ason for his popularity lay in a showy open-
handednoss which sparod not ovcn the royal coffers, as 
we have sccn. H e did not long survive the change, 
for he died in Peru in March, ]606.^ 

Of the foundation of the capital of Nuevo Leon I 
havc alrc;i(ly spoken. California's oapital was not 
establishod till nearly two centurics later, when it 
assnmcd the nanic of thc bciy discovcrod by Sebasti;i!i 
Vizcaino. This i ivij^ator, to whoiii the north-west 
hitituden wcrc already somcwhat familiar, had bcon 
(lc.-I)atched Ironi Acapulco in May KiO'^, with thrco 
vcsscls carrying ncarly two hundrcd inen. liaving in-
strn.tioiis to examine thc co^ist of California for ;i 
.suitable port wheroin vcsscls from the Philippines 

' Felii III. fixed thc salary at ;;o,(XK) ducats, due from the date of setting 
oiit for I'<i*u. M'JHU inayoT, Sirnarios, l.")S. That of the Mcxican viccroy was 
'J.i.OOfl. with a Bmaller guard of honor than was gnint)d to tlie Peruvian. Mon-
teny received >-,(»00 duc.it,s to aid hini in entering his new office, and 10,000 
hebon'«\*ed. <\iHe, Mun. y yot.. :>?>. 

' Aftcr a rule of a litth- ovcr two ycais Vftancvrt, 'J'nit. M<x., VI; M<,-
rrri, liran. y>í/-., viii. l.'J. 11 <-waA affable but BIOW to determine. 'Sino se 
baviera mctido < n estaa ("oii;.'r(gacione8. avia bido de lofl mejores, y maa 
accrtadoa Govcmadorca.* '['• r'iwmaila, i. 7'J(>-7. 
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i m might find shelter. He was also to explore gener-
jĵ g ^ ally and seek for the flitting strait of Anian, in which 
I ' f^^ interest had been roused anew by mariners ' tales. 
^^entand Whi le t he results of this expedition add li t t le to t h e 
1 M • ^^ knowledge gained by Cabrilîo, sixty years before, ye t 

osewlio t h e records of Vizcaino's discoveries furnished for 
|s tailures. more than a century and a half t he sole guide to t he 

' to enforce north-west. They name a number of points, islands, 
ictated by a and inlets, including the bay of Monterey, and leave 
^) ^no had t he impression t h a t in lat i tude 42°, the extreme point 
in malignaiit reached, a g r e a t r iver had been discovered which s tu-
í their ink- dents found litt le trouble to identify with Anian S t ra i t . ' 
iports on tlie Vizcaino sought in vain to promote a further ex-
for, the vice- ploration of this region, for the interest therein had 
kftertheturn subsided, bu t an opportunity presented itself in a 
to this more different direction. . Franciscans had reached Japan, 

lerally regret- and had succeeded after many t r ibula t ions in prevail-
lamentation. iiig on the emperor to admit more missionaries and to 

, showy open- send envoys to Spain in order to estabhsh intercourse 
)yalcoffers,âs wi th t he Spanish people.* They arrived a t Mexico 
re the charø, dur ing t he rule of t he marqués de SaHnas, and brought 

news also of some islands rich in gold and silver, which 
Nuevo Leon I ^ drifting Por tuguese vessel was said to have found in 
nitâl was not J a p a n waters. W h e t h e r this report proved the main 
U when it incentive or not, t he viceroy determined to respond t o 

' t h e advances made, and in 1611 Vizcaino was sent as 
embassador* with instructions to establish commercial 
relations between the two countries, and to spend a 

. ., winter in J a p a n examining t h e coast and harbors, and 
02 witn tnre* gaininff informat ion abou t t h e r ich isles, which were 
len, toving t h e n to be sought for. H e was accompanied by six 
^oniia lor barefooted Franciscans, three beinff lay brothers , and 
,e Philippines ^ 

* For a detailed account of the voyage see HigL CaL, iL 97 et seq., and Hist. 
i^jjng .YoríA Jfear.jStoíes, i. 153 etseq. 

itfcgiiifc**^ *The embassy was headed by Friar Alonso MnSoz, and appears to have 
fexiaii Í^UM. reached 'TRevr Spain in 1610, accompanied by a number of Japanese. VizcaÍTio, 
"^^"'^iåM ^^'' ^ P<'^c^^ Bnd Cárdena,s, Col. Doc., -viiL 114. 
r^'"' " ' In the narrative of this voyage Vizcaino is termed the son of the viceroy, 

g Yelasco the younger. Perbaps he was a hijo poltíico, son-in-law; he certainly 
^ ^'*'<aio se must have had mgh connections as he was ' encomendero de los pueblos de 
ag» '^"^ la provinda de Å'mos.' Id., 102. Bumey 'wrongly states thatVizcaino died 
øyf«/'°^ in 1606. Bist. Diacov. Souíh Sea, u. 259. 

the north-west 
aiar, had been 
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thc nallvc membcrs of the eml issy from Japan , ' and 
stt sail froin Acapulco on M: inh '2'2d with one vessel, 
tho Sdii J'^rinu-isco. 

I Ic arrived in Japan three months later, and was 
ta\ ' irably nM-civcd, whereupon he jirooccdcd to ex-
aniinc tho ci ist ;ind in thc following year to seck for 
the rich islcs, though in v;nn. Meanwhile jealous 
l[ollanders cbtained tho imperial car and denounced 
tho Spaniards as socking to add Japaii to their c.\-
tcnsivo coiupicsts. Thc result was tha t A^izcaino's 
embiis.sy íiiiled at the chief court. H e i^revailed, 
howovcr, upon anothcr ruler, called Mazamune, to 
as.~>i>t him in fitting out a new vessel, to re})lace the 
daui;iged San FriDtcisco, and to scnd tlieroin an cm-
bas-\ to Xcw Spain. Wi th this he reached Zacatula 
in danuary 161-t. During the following years other 
clTorls wcro made to establish intercourse, and to 
obt;iin bettcr treatment for the persecuted mission-
aii s, but without av;iil.'' 

Wliile ( xplorations in northern latitudes proved 
failures, or little sliort of them, expeditions from Pe ru 
had cjicncd a new field for cntcrjirise in the southern 
l*;i( ilic, under Mcndana in 1595, and more successfully 
undor Pedni Fcrnandez Quirôs, the companion of 
M'nthina, who in 1605-6 ni;idc important discoveries 
in the Austndasian groups, and concluded his vovage 
in Xow Spain.^ 

•Tiicir hadcr waa evi<lcntly a convtrt, to judge from his name, Francisco 
de VoUaco. I iptizcd at Mexi( (J probably. They numbered •2:î and the crew 
[Á) or morc. Thc namcs of friars aud oÚicei-B may be found in l'<:<-<i</i(, Av/ 
102. 

' \'ÍFCaino's foilure is also attributcd to thc indiscrect /cal of a friar. /-/., 
198, etc. Thuí apiJcara to liave bicn Luis Sotolo who iin ocihd with â 
Japaueae convcrt to I'oino and Madiid und obtaiued more miasionarics two 
of whoro, liartolom*'- de Burffuilloa and l'icgo de Santa ("atarina, weré ap-
pointe<l cuvoys l.y rolipc III., and rcachcd Japau iu 101(1. The b < Ihr' 
against iSpaiiianin had uuanwhile griwu Bt jueer and tho friars werc f ji. <~l 
to dcpart withont cxecutinj; thcir comraÍHBÍon. Japanese ti m a m . friendlv 
court acconii.ajiicd thcm, M.1 wcrc favorably rccclvtd at .M( xiio iu 1017 but 
do not appeâr tu bave accompliahed anytKiují. Medina, ('hron. S. J>;.,,,, '] )s 
.la CAVO mcntionu an cmbaitay in 1015 from Idatca, probably i !. i ti, -.í with 
ooe of the above. Trfs .^ojlw i. . . I, 'SyX. --,7-8. ] 1„, rich ialcs lon- continuei 
to bc an objeci of Mtfch to l'hilippine navigators and othcrs. 

• Whcnoe 'ie j • ceedcd t<> Ma<lnd with his icf irt. Id., '\. 'IW 
mqfi ii íully r. ;.it<..i in Dumey'i I/ut. L'ncov. South Sea, ii.' -.fJ'Ã-'.i]-, 

continued 
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ARRrVAL OF MOXTESCLAROS. 5 

The successor of Viceroy Monterey, Juan Manuel 
Hurtado de Mendoza y Luna, marqués de Montes-
claros,^ arrived in September 1603, accompanied b}^ 
his wife Ana de Mendoza, and was met at Otumba by 
the conde de Monterey, who had there prepared the 
most magniíicent reception, attended by people from 
far and near. The festivities lasted eight days, and 
are said to have cost Monterey a whole year's salar}'.̂ *^ 

If this reception was intended to propitiato ]Montes-
claros, it probably failed, for on reaching Mexico and 
proclaiming the residencia of his predecessor according 
to instructions, he appears to have made no attempt 
to shield him. Monterey was condemned to pay the 
two hundred thousand pesos wantonly spent in the 
unfortunate attempt to gather the scattered Indians 
into settlements. Although the sentence was set aside 
by the king, the count felt it deeply as a reproach on 
his administration. Montesclaros showed himself pos-
sessed of an indomitable wiU and an abihty which 
under more trying circumstances might have been of 
great value to his sovereign. As it was, nothing 
rose to disturb tranquiUity, save the complaints of 
descendants of the conquerors, whose clamor^^ for 
office he chose to disregard in favor of really merito-
rious appHcants. His policy met with approval, and, 
the viceroyalty of Peru becoming vacant in 1606, he 
was promoted to it.̂ '̂  

A succossor had not as yet been selected, but soon 

9 Knight of Santiago and gentleman of the bed-chamber. He appears to 
have been bom at SeviIIe, the posthumons son of the second marqnis, and 
held the coveted oflBce of asistenfe in that city. Pacheco and Cárdejias, Col. 
Doc, vi. 272; Moreri, Gran. Dic., vii. 362. Portrait and autographin iZivera, 
Gob. Mex., i. 80. 

"* Torquemada, i. 727. They entered Mexico October 27th. Vetancvrt, 
Trat. Mex., 12. 

" Forty of them became quite turbulent, and the marquis, already on the 
way to Peru, was 'with diflBculty restrained from tuming back to inflict chas-
tisement. Their complaints against him resulted merely in a decree favoring 
his policy. Cavo, Tres Sîglos, ii. 246. His views on these points are given in 
Adverti nientos de Montes Claros, in Instrucciones de Virreyeg, MS., i. 254. 

'* He was permitted to govem tiU his departure, and as a mark of distinc-
tion an oidor accompatiied him to Acapulco. Torquemada, i. 737. He died 
Ootober 9, 1628. Morerí, vii. 362. 
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al\er came the ajij^cintinont. for thc sc(?on(l time, of 
Lui- dc Vclasot-. whoso previous rule had ondoared 
him both to king ;nul jMdiilc Woinhtod by ycars, he 
liad shortly bctbre rotircd Irom tho o'ovcrnmcnt of 
Poru to spond tho rcinaincler of his lilc on his onco-
mionda of Atzc;ipotzaloo, near Mcxic^o. Du ty com-
jii Ik-d him. perhaj)s not unwillin-ly, to forego retire-
mont. and on July '2, 1607, ho ma(l(> his ontry into 
th' capital. aftor mo(lit;iting for ;t wcck in the Fran-
ciscan oonvcnt of Tkitolulco ovor the su^-ycst'i^ms im-
jiartod bv his prodocossor. This ajipointmciit \\;is 
;í>-iuiicd íiv many to h;ivc been heraldcd by a bc;iutiful 
comct which in the jircvious montli appeared to hover 
above At/.c;q)otz;ilco. lîcsidcs the viceroy's inaugura-
tion, iho yoar was madc memorablc by the ceremony 
of s\v(j;irinu; allcgiance to thc prince of Asturi;is, the 
lator l-'elipe IV. , on a sc;dc of grandeur surpassing 
;iiiv jtrovious display of the kind. 

\'cl;isco's j)ath was snioothed in several rcsj)ccts 
bv tho hcentiate Landcras de Velasco, late oidor of 
S.'ville, who camo as visitador, and proceedcd with 
í^roat strictni >s to invcstiíji'ato charges against the 
;iudicncia aiid doj);iitinents in connection with it. .Vt 
tlití ontrancc to liis honso a bo.v was placed for those 
wlio wi>hed to make sccrct complaints and mcmorials. 
The result was that Oldor M.nicos (jucrrcro and Doc-
t ir Azoca, alcalde of the court, wcrc susjicndcd and 
sub.scípently .seiit to Sj)ain. Thc visit;ulor's strict 
iicss «V(jkea hostility in scvcnd qiiartors, hut this 
. er\('d ijicri'ly to i • lulcr hini nic>rc iinj»cii<ius. V̂ scr-
nion by Martiu P;d;ic/., icctor of thc .jc^uit collc^í! a t 
Mcxic", ;ijp[><'ariin,»'to rcllict on his cour-^c, hc causcd 
liis ;i!rc.'«t and scnt hini oíl* t(Av;ir(l A^-ra ('ruz in charge 
of two ncLTrocs. .Mthough bis dcjiarture was sus-
jHínded, indi«4niti»î8w.n continucd till thc rov;il codula 
<;aiiie ^w'li cxcuscs for tho li;t-ty action of L;uidcras.' ' 
Tiiis may ha \c b. » n one oause for thc rccall ol' the 

" AK Te, l/uU. Comp. Jr.ua, i 44'2-4, j.l.i cs thij occurrence in the • uly 
pan oí l(i«'7 

http://Jr.ua


LUIS DE VELASCO. 7 

visitador, in 1609, to the relief of the officials, who 
had sought to hasten his removal by charges of bri-
bery and other misconduct. Torquemada condemns 
his opponents, and lauds him highly as a man of un-
impeachable rectitude, a friend of the Indians, and 
one who returned poorer than he came.^* 

In the íîrst year of Velasco's rule was begun the 
famous drainage work of Huehuetoca, ålready pro-
jected by Enriquez, whereby Mexico hoped to obtain 
rehef from the inundations which had caused such 
oft-repeated misery. The rains in the autumn of 
1604 had been so heavy as to inffict great damage, arid 
leavo some parts of the city under \vater for a year. 
Iii the midst of this suífering a Franciscan spread 
terror among the people by preaching in the public 
square against the prevailing wickedness, and declaring 
tha t the city deserved to be destroyed. Quite a panic 
fell on all classes, and the churches were crowded all 
night by penitents. No cataclysm followed; but three 
days later an earthquake was felt, which frightened 
several persons to death.*^ 

So discouraged were the people tha t they seriously 
considered the expediency of removing the capital to 
the hills of Tacubaya;^^ but property-owners, who had 
over twenty millions of pesos at stake, succeeded in 
preventing the movement. Montesclaros, then rul-
ing, favored the drainage undertaking, but so many 
objections were raised that he turned his attention 
wholly to repairing the dike of San Lázaro and the 
causew ays of San Antonio and Chapultepec, while he 
finished tha t of San Cristôbal, in addition to construct-
ing the causeway of Guadalupe.^'^ Notwithstanding 

^* Monarq. Ind., i. 759. The papers of the visitawere taken by the presi-
dent of Guadalajara audiencia, Juan ViUela. 

^̂  The startling sei-mon was delivered on the eve of Santo Tomás, during 
a heavy rain, by Friar Solano, guardian of the RecoUects. Id., 72S. 

^̂  Royal permission appears to have been granted to this effect. For other 
reasons see Icazbalceta, Col. Doc, i. 506-7; Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, 
xiii. 76-8. 

" The latter occupying nearly 2,000 Indians for five months. Torquemada, 
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all thcsc uicasurcs the city was again submerged in 
1607, and in a council held by Velasco drainage was 
agreed upon as indispensable. 

The v;dlcv of Moxico lios, as is well known, more 
than .̂ ov(.n thousand foot ;ibovc tho sea-level, in a vast 
basin oncloscd by porphyritic rangcs,from whose slopes 
.1 number of rivcrs unito to form four groups of lakes, 
tbe Chaloo-Xo( himiloo, Tezcuoo, Cristôbal, and Zuin-
jiaiigo. Tlio first w;ts a fresh-water body, lying two 
varas hÍLrhcr than tho salt Tczcuco, above whose level 
the last two also rose to the north in their terrace 
b. (Is tour and t(n varas respectively. Zumpango re-
i'civi'd the two ku'Lícst streams, notably the Quauhti-
tl;in. which oontributcd a larger voluine than tha t of 
;dl the othcr valley rivcrs coinbined. During the rainy 
scíi.son the cxccs> of water overflowed into the Cris-
t.'ibal lakc. which afjain discharL cd into the Tezcuco, 
causin.,' its watcrs to rise considerably. A t certain 
periods, once in twenty-fivc years on an average, this 
ov.rllow proved (h^structivc, especially to the cajiital, 
who.--.' main s(juare lay barely four feet above the hdvc 
Taught l y cxj)crioncc, the Aztocs had sought to stem 
the watcrs with dikcs, not only round the city but 
on tlie northern lakes. Both of thcsc woro, besides, 
dividcd into two sections by transverse causeways. 
AJthough .-tr.rigthcnod and cxtcnded under Si);uii,-h 
rul(i tlie barriers j^roved incífcctivc, as we have sccn, 
and drainage was at last declared to 1).3 the onlv inc;ins. 

One natural oiitlet from the vallcy cxisted in ihe 
sniallstream ol' 'I couis(jui;u'.but mcasurcincntsshowed 
that thc cost of iiiíikinLj it avail:d)Ic for drain;i<'-c would 
IH too í̂ n-. at, and that thc ..nly j)r;u'tlc;iblc point for 
an outlct was iu;u the villat^'c of Huehuetoca, ;is 
denionstrat. d ab'.ady in l;^sO by Lidn.áado (Jbr('""on 

ruction i.rovcd prejudicial t., Xochimilco 
. , iuL, - a^i, u •'>'"" »"'^* a^iueduct Cavo, Trea Siglos, i. 
4 . 4. *i*>4-v); BeUramt, JUexique. n t i j ^ . •' ' 

an<l adjoinin.: towna. Hc alao 



CANAL CONSTRUCTION. 

iiown. 

IlMli 

and Arciniega. By means of a tunnel between the 
mount Sincoe and Nochistongo hiU the ever threat-
ening -vraters from most elevated northern lakes of 
Zumpango could be carried through the Tula tribu-
tary of Kio Pánuco to the gulf of Mexico. This 
being decided upon, Enrico Martinez, a HoUander," 
and the Jesuit Juan Sanchez^* submitted plans for 
the work, one of which embraced also a partial drain-
age of the middle lakes, while another proposed 
merely to divert the waters of E-io Quauhtitlan from 
the Citlaltepec section of Zumpango Lake. The 
latter was adopted as the speedier and cheaper, and 
on November 28, 1607, the viceroy broke the first 
sod in presence of a vast concourse of offîcials and 
citizens. The work was intrusted to Martinez,*' who 
displayed great energy, and set an immense number 
of Indians to the task, at difiPerent points. The 
expense was covered by a tax of one and a half per 
cent on the city property, and a levy on wine.̂ ^ 

A canal conducted the waters from the Citlaltepec 
section of Zumpango Lake, or rather from its great 
tributary, Rio Quauhtitlan, to Huehuetoca, and thence 
they passed through a tunnel more than a league iu 
length, and four by five varas in height and width, fol-

uEducated in Spain, it seems. He enjoyed the title of royal cosmog-
rapher and -wfote Rtpertorio de lo» Tiempos y Historia Naturaî de Nueva 
Espaûa, Mexico, 1606; Antonio, Bib. Hist. Nova, iii. 564. Humboldt men-
tdons a treatise on trigonometry, Esaai Pol., L 211, bnt it is probably embraced 
in the above. 

"Alegre intimates that the plana are due to him, and that he at fîrst had 
chief controL Hist. Comp. Jesus, i. 438-9. Spanish writers of course prefer 
to keep the foreigner in the background. Among others connected with the 
surveys and plans were fathers Mercado and Santos and Doctor Villerino. 

>0Sanchez, the associate, soon quarrelled and retired. Torquemada, i. 
758. Cavo places the inangural day on December 28th. Tres Siglos, i. 247. 

^'The real estate, valued at 20,267,555 pesos, j^elded over 304,000 
pesos. Gepeda, Sel., 14. "Wine was taxed 50 pesos for every pipe. The 
clergy were not exempt. Torquemeula, i. 758; Recop. de Ind., L 91-2. The 
laborers received five reals for seven days, an almud of maize every week, 
and a pound of meat daily. A hospital was erected for their sick. They 
came from different proYÍnces, to the number of 471,154, with 1,6(54 feinale 
cooks. Cqøedo, ReL, 18. He adds that the actnal money paid them between 
November 1607 and May 1608 was 73,611 pesos. The ânthoritative writer of 
Mex,, Rd. Estad., 2, declares that 50,000 natives lost the r lives during the 
'wwk, while Cepeda and others maintain that quite an insignificant number 
perished. They had reasons, however, for hiding disagreeable facts. 
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lowcd by a canal t.) Bio Tula." On May 15, 1608, 
the fir.>^t c;inal was comjileted, and on Septembcr 17th 
water j);is.->c(l through the tunnel in j^rcscnce of the 
viocrov, amidst the roioicinLîs ot ' the (olon sts who liad 
rc;i.son to bo jiroi l of an onL;ineering feat so rarc at 
tha t time. 11 \v;is not long, howevcr, before the in-
cfficieiuy of the work became ;íi)j);n( nt, tlie conduit 
bi iiiL̂ '- t«)o small, on too high a lcvcl, and so jioorly 
vault.'d and laccd as freqiiontly to olioke with its own 
debris. The cltbrts to remedy the lattor defect j^roved 
of no avail,^ and it was ovcn projX)sc(l to construct 
ánothor channel, for whioh, in 1611, Alonso de Ari;is 
inade survcys. Martinez could not wcll be held to 
answer, for he had submittcd o t lur morc thorough 
plaiis than ihe clic;q) and .speedy one adopted.^^ Three 
yoars later thc oclobrated Dutch engineer, Boot, rc-
j).iitcd in favor of tho anoient Aztec dike system for 
the caj:)ital, on thc ground that thc southern lakes 
wcrií fully as dangcrous as the northern. ^Nbirtincz 
aLTrcod to some of his vicws, but insistcd that it was 
;d). ive all iicccss;ii'v to maiutain the tunnel outlet.^^ 

V 

**("(I>( la's lijurcs, Itel., pt. i. 'J.'i, iii. 21, are 9,600 varaa for the tunnel 
wl n lirtt <.i« i 'l; afterward rcduccd by e.xtending itintoan opcn cut. Ilum-
boldt ia not very cxact in giving the tunncl a length of 6,000 métres, a width 
of 3. ~, and a hcight of 4.2. 

** L'nbaked mud l i ick.s were soon rejected for 'wood f:i in_;s, and these for 
maaoniy, 1-:i iii!>t< a.l of ;in elliptic arch a mere vaiilt was constructcd, icslin;^ 
on an insccu .- foundation, b<» that the walla wcro underiiiined and fcU in, 
'i ii' exteut of the diilcreut facingá some years l.iUr 'n yivcn in ' epeda, Ril., 
lii. L'l (t aeq. 

" Vct aevcnil writcrs aeek t.j blaino bim, and asaume that the rejectcd 
plaj.s had been mado i.y Sanchez. T!ie canal i.n.jcct in UlOl waa estimated 
to reauirc a hii;:th of 0 to D leaguea; now thc kngth <.f a perfect <lraiii,iL;c of 
thc tlm.'o lakcs va^ lihucd at 7i"i.()(XJ varaa, with a .h ji h ./f 40. ('<iixUî , ubi 
aup.; '.'fne'li Cait<i. l.'^ro, \ i . l'-"J. V.y thii timc tlio c.vpcnditurc for' tlic 
work act'.i.liii.: to oiii'lul accounta amountcd t >4i:t,:;_'l i si.s lut of 540 000 
collected In .V.-r., /:•!. L'stad., 'J, tho c.st is placcd at 1,1 lO.CfK) j .sos uj) to 
\tyZ>. /iiãtruc. Virrryeê, iiO'2. Oonzalcz l^.ivila iiiakca it, o,!iVj,l(U (oi- tlic lir.st 
íew ycar«, durii..; which l'Js,i.:.i) laborera ha.l been employed. Teatro JJ<(<'S. 
I, 'J, 

"Martincx i.revailcil on tK. authoritica to lct him jxrf^. t ti ' tunnel, but 
he failcd to . any out tlic ajîrwmrut, probably bccause Lia cstimateof !(/) (HH) 
pewa í.ppcan.l on clo«:r inap«cti..u to bc t.M> low. Boot's i< i><,rts, .••n.l'tl,,. 
di*cnasion ihcrcon, aro í.iv.;n in ''epefla, /;./., pt. ii. 1 17. Hn vi, ws wcre 
•trcn^^icncd by troublca fr.iii thc » uih. ni lakc watcr. r, ,- , , Tr<t S''I'OM 

îiy. VMJOI tppcani U> havc bccn rctained aa activc or coníiiltiu' cn'ii,.. . 
írom 1C13 until \(iiO. with l.JOu ducaU ]«y. Fonteca, i íi-t 11,1:.,,T:„ v 



NEGRO REVOLT. H 

The value of either plan was disputed till Viceroy 
Gelves, in 1623, caused the tunnel to be closed in 
order to test the effect of the Quauhtitlan and 
Pachuca tributaries on Zumpango Lake and conse-
quently on the Tezcuco. The rise proved consider-
able, and in December came unexpected rains which 
so increased it that the city was endangered, and the 
Huehuetoca tunnel had again to be opened;^" and 
work was renewed upon it in accordance with a neg-
lected royal decree of 1516, although not without 
much discussion and numerous reports.^' 

In 1609 occurred a serious revolt among the ne-
groes in the Vera Cruz district. Tired of their masters' 

^ yoke, a number of slaves had escaped from different 
towns and plantations, to unite with their free brethren 
near the present town of Cérdoba, and ensconce them-
selves among the rugged hills in that vicinity, whence 
they would pounce upon travellers and settlements. 
Their leader was an aged man named Yanga, who for 
thirty years had been seeking to stir his race to united 
action against the colonists.^^ The raids had been 
endured for some time, attended by the defeat of es-
corts and improvised troops,under cruel circumstances; 
but íinally the insecurity of the road to Mexico called 
for stringent measures against the bands, which were 
growing both in number and daring. Pedro Gon-
zalez de Herrera of Puebla was commissioned to sub-
due them, and set forth toward the end of January 
1609 with one hundred soldiers, as many volunteers, 
and a number of native archers, to whom some two 

'*The statement of a December flood rests on Gemelli Careri, ubi sup., and 
has been disputed, but it finds confirmation in the report of a commission of 
16'24, showing that damage was done to the city by a sudden rise of waters. 
Cepeda, Rel., pt. ii. 19; Oramhila, Tumultos, MS., 11; Ward's Mex., ii. 28J-
7. Early documents bearing on this subject are to be found in Dicc. Univ., 
ix. 146 et seq. 

' ' In 1629 came disasters which gave energy to operations, as we shall see. 
'•''Torquemada, i. 759, intimates that at Mexico also a revolt was projected, 

for Epiphany, when a king would be elected ' y otros con Titulos de Duques,' 
etc. It was quickly suppressed. 
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bundrod Sj);nii;irds and half-brcods were added from 
scttlements ou the way. 

A tircsoinc march brought him near the haunts of 
the insurgents, though without knowing where or 
how to mcct thcin. Prom tliis dilemma he was ro-
licvod bv tho arrival of ;i IUCS.S.IL Í̂Î fromYaiiga and his 
inilitary licutcnant Matos;t, brought by ;i cajitivc, who 
I ul licon defîantly iiistruclcd to guido tlie troops to 
tlio r(X)t of thc iicij;rocs' stronghold, so tha t they iu L;ht 
me;isure arms with thoni. líorrci;i gladly availcd 
biiuscll' of this v;iuntingcliallcnge, to which the chicf-
tain's companioiis had objected, aiid in the last wcok 
of February lio caiuo in sight of tho negro camp, on 
thc summit of a inountain. Regardless of the inis-
silcs showorod uj)on them, the Spaiiiards climbcd the 
ruLTLícd slojH', ;ind though many a one was felled, now 
bv a dart, now bv some thunderiníx rock or beam which 
crushetl evorything in its path, they persevered and 
L;;iined the camp, which contained fully three scorc 
liduses, with ohurch, public ediíîccs, and newly planted 
liclds. The ncnroes retired to several strong points 
around, with tlic loss of quite ;i number, including 
s( vcral leaders, yet still dotiant. Their spirit failed, 
howf'ViT, with succocding revcrscs, and, as they saw 
thcir fauiilics ralling captivc, th( ir houses burned, and 
their ctfocts seizcd or dostroycd, thoy subuiit tcd tcims 
of .-aj^itulation to the vicci'oy. ()n coiulition tliat 
Yanga and his frco co^iiji^uiions bc giv.n a site tbr a 
ncw settlcment in thc neigbborhood, thcy proiuiscd 
to s i m . n d . r all fugitivc ncgrocs in the camj)s, and 
thor.-aíU'r to a.ssist, if duly rew;irded, in thc c;q)tur»! 
of any who took rc-rugo in that rci^ion. This was 
agre. d to; and .s.xjn ;iltcr t luy fountÍed tho villago of 
San 1. )renzo, rcniaining tluncclorth coinnaraUvelv 
t..itlilul.-^ 

In th.3 following yoar a more o.xtensivo campaign 

• An alcal.lo appe^ to have been appointcd from among them, while a 
n. .yhbonn curatc attcnded to thcu- spîritual wanta. Ah,jr., I/i^. Comj.. 
Jft'u, u. K'-IO. 
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had to be undertaken against Indian rebels in Du-
rango. This region was frequently disturbed by one 
tribe or another, abused as the natives were by miners, 
and favored by the physical features of their country, 
which on one side presented rugged ranges, and on 
the other plains and deserts. The private explora-
tions of Francisco de Ibarra iii this direction had 
revealed vast agricultural and mineral resources, and 
aided by his influence with the viceroy he had se-
cured a commission as governor and captain-general 
to conquer and rule the still unsubdued country to 
the north. He entered with a strong force, and laid 
claim to all the region beyond the line now dividing 
Jalisco and Zacatecas from Sinaloa and Durango, 
applying to it the name of Nueva Vizcaya, a term 
which soon became confined to the district east of the 
Sierra Madre range, embracing, for a while, a part of 
Coahuila. In 1563 he formally established the still 
existing settlement of Nombre de Dios as a villa;®' 
and beyond, in Guadiana Valley, he founded as his 
capital Durango, known also by the name of the 
valley. In 1621 this was made a city and the seat 
of a new diocese extending over all of Ibarra's gov-
ernment.'^ He pursued his discoveries as far as San 
Bartolomé Valley, in southern Chihuahua, and thence 
westward into northern Sinaloa, where he founded 
San Juan de Sinaloa, laying claim also to the two 
southern districts of Culiacan, with the settlement 
of San Miguel, and to Chametla, with San Sebastian, 
which had maintained a precarious existence siiice 
Guzman's time. 

The tribes of Sinaloa proved very hostile, and San 
Juan had to be abandoned. I t was refounded in 
1583 under the name of San Felipe, but only affcer 
1596, when it became a presidio, was the perma-

'" The control of this was long disputed by the govemment immediately 
Bouth, and then seized upon by the viceroy; but in 1611 it was restored to 
Nueva Vizcaya. 

^' The Augustinian, Gonzalo de HermosiUa, was the first prelate. 
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nciuy of this sottlement sccured. In 1610 tlu^ border 
\\;is ;ulv;incc(l to lî io dcl FiU'rto, so named after 
tlio fort of ^rontcschu'os there orected; and now tlie 
J . su i t s bcL̂ Mu the convcrsion of ^F^iyos and Yaquis. 
Thirty y.';irs hiter S;in Juan Bautista was foundc^l in 
,s.>uora \ alloy, already made known by expeditions 
which had jiasscd into the northern regions. All this 
country wcst of the Siorra Madre was ruled by a 
milit;iry cajitain aj-^jiointcd by the viccroy, but subjc( t 
in civil inattors to the governor at Durango. In 
(^o;diuila, S;iltillo was formally founded in 1586, 
and Parr;is in 1598, partly by Tlascaltccs, whilo in 
( 'hihuahua it \v;is not till Ki.il tha t a j)rcsidio rosc 
at Parral in the rich mining region, and j:)erinanent 
nii-siori> in 1630 among tho Tarahumar;is.^-

Sidc by side with sctllcrs and luiiu'rs strodc the 
friars, in this rcLTÍoii, notably the Jesuits, whose aim 
\v;is not aloiu' to couvcrt, but to pacily and j^rcparo 
tho n;itives tbr the yokc of Christ and tlie colouists. 
i t was chcaj) and cíi'cctivc, this subjugation by thc 
oross. W;irt'are against the wilder tribcs of thc north 
j)rov.(i quito ditr. rcut from that against the more cul-
tur.'d and s. ttlcd cíjiuinunities encountered by Cortés. 
l l e r c the cajiturc of a c;ipital, thc t reaty with a ruler, 
; j . ncrally sutiiced to control the people; but among tlu; 
iiortlHTn tribes treatios ;iv;ulc(l little with the Jjctty, 
irr.'spoiisible chiolt;iins unlcss tlioy were specialîy 
commission.'.l by the j)coj)lc, aud to rava^^c thcir viÍ-
higos was .seldom effo. tivc. Hcnco, aftor inany and 
c.)stly miHt.iiy oj)cr;itious, X'iccj'oy A'chiscohad toward 
the <'l'.-'' of the iinjoeding ccntury fouud it ncccs.sary 
to a(loj»t a dilh rcnt c.jurso, and sto..]) to what may be 
tcrni.-.l humili;iting conccssions. Ihit ho stoojicd to 
(X)nquer, for under >hcltcr of this purch;iscd jxiace 
mis.-,ionaricscrept forward to l^isten ;i gradually ti.hf,-
€uing boii.l, .M.'curcd at dilferent j)oiiits by mili&iry 
(X)lonie.«. This i>oli< y did not succeod in ovcrv quar-

"The hiítory.f .N eva Vjzcaya, i...». .1 <„ .uch standard autb<,ntH s aa 
Ibarra. /?r'ar*wi. Durawj., Ih... //,V.. MS.; Sxnaloa, Mrm. l/ixt., MS,; Al-
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ter, nor was it effected elsewhere without occasional 
struggles. The resolute opposition of the Sinaloa 
tribes to the encroachments of the Spaniards served 
to animate also adjoining peoples who had already 
submitted and found just cause for discontent in the 
oppression and outrages practised by miners and 
others. 

In 1601 the Acaxées, who occupied the mountain 
regions of Topia and San Andrés/^ rose to the number 
of five thousand, with a solemn determination to kill" 
or drive away every Spaniard. They swooped down 
with unexpected suddenness on the villages and 
mining camps, whose number may be estimated from 
the statement that over forty churches shared in the 
destruction. Tho first effective resistance encoun-
tered was at San Andrés, where the small garrison 
managed to hold out for a fortnight, till Governor 
Urdinola learned of their strait and came to the 
rescue with sixty men. The warriors now withdrew 
to the mountain fastnesses, and kept the pursuing 
troops constantly engaged in toilsome marches and 
sharp skirmishes, ever on the alert to entrap them into 
ambuscades, though with little success. What arms 
failed to achieve was accomplished by means of Urdi-
nola's generous treatment of a number of captured 
Acaxée women. This touched the hearts o£ the 
husbands, and "ŵ ith the gentle persuasion of Father 
Santaren they submitted and began to rebuild their 
churches.^* The Sabaibos held out for a while longer 
under the guidance of a sorcerer who proclaimed 
himself bishop, and even God, and proceeded with 
the aid of associated apostles to carry on a peculiar 
spiritual and political administration. His rule was 
soon cut short, and with him disappeared the last 
trace of the revolt. 

bieuri, Hist. Mis., MS.; Arlegui, Eibas, Alegre, Beaumont, Mota-Padilla, ia 
fuUy related in my History of the North Mexican States, this series. 

'^ For particulars see Native Races, i. 614. 
** For a detailed account of the campaign with its interesting happenings, 

see Hist. North Mex. States, i., this series. 

^ M ^ 
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This subiiu,»ion apj>ears to havo cither irritatod or 
omboldoncd tlio Xiximes, a tribc of cannibalistio ten-
(lciioics. who ;uljoiuc(l the aVc;ix(''cs on tho south, and 
rankod as thoir l)itter tbos. * The noighbors .soon began 
to ;ij)jH;d for aid against their onslaughts, and with 
iutcr.i^sion of friars thcy woro in 1607 induood to 
rclcnt; but t h n c yo;us later thcy broke out in open 
rcvoll, and an oxj)(>(lition of two hundred Spaniards 
and elovon hundred Indians marched acfaiust tliein. 
Tlioir two strongholds were quiokly reduced, and 
aftcr the exocution of the ringlcadors the excuses of 
tho remainder woro acccjitcd with a readiness tha t 
scrvcd only too often to encourage hostilitios, as may 
be scon throu<;hout the history of this frontier rcírion 

o ^ o 

to tlîc j)rcscnt lime. Had tho same policy been pur-
sued by C.^rtc's and his contemporarics, Sjvanish 
d.)!nin;ition might havo been defcrred for years. This 
temporizing was owing in part to a change in the char-
actcr of tlio settlers, and a diversion of public interest 
from thc carccr of conquest, and partly to actual woak-
n. ss and indecision; but under the oircumstanoos it 
w;is d;uiíj^cr()us to display it so freely. 

()f this an instance may bc found in the more 
>. rious outbreak in the same provinco, iii 1616,among 
ihc Tcj)chuancs, for no outr;igcs or other good reason 
^qjj). ar to havt' afforded the pretext. This tribe cov-
cr. d ;i wide-spread aro;i in Durango, cxtonding into 
.southcrn ( bihuahua and hoidcring e;ist and north on 
T.ijjia, and híuJ yieldod ^niod fruit to the Jesui t mis-
sionaricí^. Dismayod by tho downfall of thoir influ-
enoc, the nativc sorccrois strove hard to ooiubat the 
ncw rehgi 'n ; and cncour;ií;c(l by the exainjilc of the 
Saba iU bi.shoj), uiwt of tbom jirochdinod hiinself a lucs-
siah divindy aj.iiointod t.) froe his j)eoj)Ie Irom the 
foreign yokc. This < har;ut. r he sustained by a num-
IxT of <lcv.'rly .'xocnt.'d mir.icj.s, aud by alluriiur 
j.ro.>|)ects dis.seniinatcd by ;i.'tivc ;i'r(Mits. '̂  

lii.-, plans suoceodo.l, and his pí'Cple r.)se alino t (,i 
rji't.<.se. A t .Vtotoml... nearly two liundrod Span l ads , 



ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 17 

men, women, and children, were massacred; at Pa-
pasquiaro a number were lured to destruction by 
treachery; at Zape ninety persons fell. Durango city, 
the seat of government, might also have been sur-
prised but for the premature outbreak on the part of 
certain greedy chieftains, which gave the alarm, and 
enabled measures to be taken against the great simul-
taneous attack on the 21st of November. These 
measures extended also to the Acaxées, Xiximes, and 
other tribes who were prevailed upon to withhold at 
least active coôperation in the revolt. 

Nevertheless the outlook became so serious that 
appeal for aid was sent to the viceroy, who gave 
orders upon the royal coffers at Zacatecas and Du-
rango for funds, wherewith to raise more troops. The 
Tepehuanes generally avoided an encounter. With 
the spring of 1617 the revolt was practically ended. 
Deserted by their messiah, who mysteriously disap-
peared, the still rebellious bands took refuge in the 
mountains, there to be exposed to repeated attacl^s 
from different quarters, to which a price upon their 
heads gave incentive. After suffering heavy losses 
they were induced gradually to rejoin their submis-
sive brethren. As it was, the outbreak had caused a 
drain on the royal treasury of several hundred thou-
sand pesos, besides losses in revenue and to settlers, 
and retarded material progress in the province for a 
number of years. 35 

A lenient policy characterized more and more the 
attitude of the government toward the natives, and 
experiments were coritinually tried for promoting 
their welfare. In 1602 came a cédula recommending 
a system of public hiring of Indians, to take the place 
of repartimientos. A fair was accordingly established 
in the principal squares at Mexico^^ under supervision 
of a judge, where employers might come to engage 

'^For a fuU account see Hist. North Mex. States, i., this series. 
" On Sundays. Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 237. 

EisT. MEX., VOL. III. 2 

- ^Ê. 



V 
18 OPENING OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

! 

M 

laborers. As usual, corruption crept in to counteract 
the intended benefits. Speculators found it lucrative 
to engage, with connivance of the judge, a large num-
ber of the Indians, and hire them to others at bighei 
rates. This abuse became so great that the system 
had to be abandoned.'' 

In pursuance of this step, and with a view to re-
move cause for revolt, an important decree appeared 
\n 1609, commanding that provisions and clothing 
must be sold to Indians at reasonable prices, and that 
those who attempted to defeat this measure should 
be punished. In the mining districts the Indians 
were to be gathered into villages and given land to 
cultivate, and churches and hospitals. Those who 
settled in these villages were to be exempt for six 
years from the usual repartimientos; but they must 
not leave the place. Since it was necessary to en-
courage work and progress among all classes, reparti-
mientos must be maintained tiU the increase of slaves 
A d voluntary workers allowed them to be reduced or 
abolished. Not more than one seventh of a village 
population should be called away at a time, in due 
turn, nor'must they be sent to a very distant place or 
one differing greatly in temperature from that to which 
they were used. The pay must be fair, and cover the 
time for coming and going to work. The time and 
nature of labor should not be exceeded or changed. 
None could be condemned for crimes to personal ser-
vice, nor could encomenderos* exact it in lieu of tribute. 
The cariTÍng of loads was restricted,particularly where 
beasts of burden could be introduced.* Not long be-
fore this a law had been issued exempting from enco-

"'CUmaroo losladioa.. .coninBtand*,bolver k lo pMado.' Torquemada, 
L 720. 

••An mrUtr dewee prohibited even voluntaiy dUTying of eoods, bnt thia 
ooald not beobeyed^ Thow in charge of herdashoald notbe hold nwponaible 
for lort itock. Officialt connected with reportinúentofl muBt be tom weU 
known forlundneM •nd probity; they conltf accept fees only ftom the em-

Sí*^- . / " Î Î S r •"^of. '^taonB are given in iíoniemapor, Svmarios, 216-
5. 14, 16; Ordene^ la Ijorona, MS.. iL 139. Thia importuit lettíi waa 

dat«l May 26. 1609 In acoordanoe with its tenor Velaêoo raenUted the 
hoora of labor and other mattera. 

J 
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miendas, and from tribute for ten years, all hitherto 
unsubdued Indians who voluntarily gave allegiance to 
church and king.^ I t w âs a measure well calculated 
to aid the missionaries and to promote a peaceful con-
quest. In the settled regions on the other hand we 
find a contrast in the confirmation of encomiendas to 
the third and fourth life. 

The execution of reform measures was by no means 
easy, but Velasco sought to do his duty, and though 
exercising no undue severity he brought upon him-
self the hostility of a large class. His friendly 
feeling toward the natives is displayed in several 
recommendations, notably that of giving to them all 
the land required, leaving only the balance to Span-
iards.**' His zeal was not overlooked, for in 1609 he 
received the title of marqués de Salinas, and two 
years later promotion to the presidency of the India 
Council." So distinguished a preferment could not 
be refused, and he set sail for Spain June 12, 1611,^' 
leaving behind the reputation of a wise and humane 
ruler, against whom the only objection may be an 
excessive leniency which served well for the time, but 
left the seed of future troubles.*^ 

As his entry into the government had been pre-
ceded by a comet, to which his successful rule lent a 
favorable significance, so his departure was attended 
by an eclipse of the sun; and the terror which this phe-
nomenon inspired received fresh impulse tw o months 
later from an earthquake whereby a number of build-

' ' T h i s law was issued on November 25, 1607, and confirmed in 1671 and 
1672. Montemayor, Svmarios, 2. 

^ Advertimientos, in Instruc. Virreyes, 256. 
,jjøiiiáii, "Together -with 20,000 ducats 'ayuda de costa.' He already received a 
^ pension of 6,000 at the end of his former rule in Mexico, and now his children 
î { tiús were granted additional allowances. The title of marquis appears to have 

^jjitle been issued in 1607, Calle, Mem. y Not., 55, though Vetancurt intimates a 
year or two later. TraZ. Mex., 13. 

" Exercising the power of viceroy to the day of sailing. Torquemada, i. 
767. CaUe 'writes 17th of June. 

" His partiality for the Dominicans is spoken of in Dávila, Continuacion, 
MS., 202. Already very aged, he did not long survive his promotion. 
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ings were destroyed iu different parts, notably at 
Mexico, involving the loss of several lives.** 

Although Velasco ruled until the day of his depart-
ure, the successor to the viceroyalty was already to be 
found at ^lexico in the person of Archbishop García 
Guerra, a Dominican, born about 1560 at Fromesta, 
near Valencia, of a noble house.*'̂  As prior at Valla-
dolid he managed to gain favor in the eyes of Felipe 
I I I . , and a first resu t was his appointment to the 
vacancy caused by the death in October 1606*of Gar-
cía de Santa María y Mendoza, archbishop of Mexieo. * 
This prelate had been prior of the convent at the 
Escorial, general of the Jeronimite order, and a great 
favorite of Philip I I . , who named him one of his ex-
ecutors. The successor to the throne extended this 
favor by conferring on him the archdiocese in New 
Spain which he administered in a satisfactory manner, 
living ever the humble life of a friar, yet staining his 
memory by the bigoted act of defacing native sculp-
tures. While the destruction was not so serious as 
that caused by the iconoclast Zamárraga,** Santa 
María deserves even greater condemnation than this 
earlier bishop, whose vandalism finds excuses to a cer-
tain extent in the conversion-zeal of his period, and in 
its inferior enlightenment. 

Guerra made his entrance into Mexico as prelate 
September 2í)th, and by his wise rule confirmed the 
royal choice to such extent that with the promotion 
of Velasco came his own appointment as twelfth vice-

•*The ecUpee was total and lasted tiU 6 p. M. June lOth. Torquemadci, 
L 768. The earthuuako occurred on Auguat 26th. 'En ocadon que por 
mandado del Arcobispo Virrey...Be coman toroe.* Sigiienza y Gángora 
Carta, MS., 18; Id., Parayao Oecid., 24. There were more than 40 ahocka 
within 30 hoort, sayi Father Franco. On December 27th a rain of ashes feU 
at Mcrioo. DávO^ Continuaeion, MS., 203; and Mota-PadUla, who placee 
the edipee on April 15, deacribcs a similar ahower in CoUma, canaed by the 
eraptíoo of the TOICUIO. Conq. N. Gal.,^\. In the same month of the fol-
kmiiiJMrwanothcrearthquakeoccurTed. Cavo, Trea Siglos, i. 257. 

• Of tí»e famUy of De U \ ega (J uerra. H is parenta were Andrés de Bojaa 
Marla Onerta. Ho profcawd aa a Dominican in 1.-J78, at Valladolid. 

^"'•'* ^S*^*- Pr°*^*' , *°'* P̂ o"". (;onzalez Dávila writes hia name De 
Eognerra. Teaêro, i. 44; Dávila, ('ontinuanon, MS., 198-200. 

» Aa TorqnemMla, uL 208, regretfnlly pointB out 
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roy. I t was the second time tha t the supreme political 
and ecclesiastical pow^er had been vested in one man, 
and, as the benevolence and sagacity of Guerra were 
recognized, his inauguration June 19, 1611, created 
wide-spread joy,*^ This was not to be of long dura-
tion, however. Guerra had for some time been an 
invalid, a fall from his carriage being one of the 
causes, and soon a cold caught during an exposure to 
rain laid him low with fever. The phlebotomy ^o 
prevaleht among doctors of the time tended to weaken 
him; and when an operation was demanded on an 
abscess he sank under it February 22, 1612, at the 
age of fifty-two.*^ Manifestations of grief were both 
genefal and profound, and the obsequies surpassed in 
solemnity any tha t had so far been conducted in New 
Spain. A description may prove interesting. 

The embalmed body, arrayed in pontifical robes of 
purple taffeta garnished with gold and silver, rested 
in the chapel on a catafalque, covered with black gold-
bordered velvet, and surrounded with candles. The 

i,* Santa interior of the chapel was draped in black. The head 
of the corpse reclined on a black velvet cushion, orna-
mented with gold and silver, and bore on the brow a 
mitre. Close to it • rose the guidon of the captain-
general, a rank held by the deceased in virtue of his 
oflSce as viceroy. A t the left shoulder rested the 
pastoral staff, and in the right hand the archiepiscopal 
cross; a t the feet were two royal rpaces of gilt silver, 
and between them the prelate's hat. 

Fo r three days a constant stream of visitors appeared 
at the chapel to give a last look at the beloved face, 
while friars and clergy held vigils, masses, and chants 

" He had been staying at the convent in Atlacubaya, and entered by way 
of Tlatelulco, under arches and amidst great pomp, on a Sunday. Dávi a, Con-
tinuc ion, MS., 202; Vetancvrt, Trai. Mex., 13. Cavo dates hispowerfrom 

, June 17tii; and Lorenzana, from June 12th. Concilios Prov., 1556-65, 216, 
he counting no doubt Velasco's departure. 

w ** Gonzcdez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., ubi sup. Cavo states that the carriage 
accident occurred while he as viceroy was inspecting certain pubUc works, 
and this injured one of his ribs, giving rise to the abscess. Tres Siglos, i. 256. 
On the 29th of January a solemn proceasion had been held to implore restora-
tion of his health. 
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here as well as at other temples. The bells toUed 
solemnly all the while, and nearly every person ex-
hibited some token of mouming, especially ofiãcials 
and men of means. 

On the 25th a vast concourse gathered at the pal-
ace to escort the body to the cathedral tomb. First 
marched the school children with white lighted tapers; 
then came thirty-eight brotherhoods, according to age, 
with standards, crosses, and other paraphernalia; the 
dífferent monastic orders, closing with the Domini-
cans, to whom belonged the deceased, followed by over 
four hundred members of the clergy, the prebendaries 
of the chapter being last. Then came the cofiGin, having 
at the feet the prelate's hat, and a cap with whitê tas-
sel, the insignia of a master of theology. Behind were 
bome the cross and guidon, draped in black, between 
two kings-at-arms. On either side of the coffin strode 
the viceregal guard, while halberdiers assisted in keep-
ing back the crowd. Following the guard came the 
deacons; the commercial court; the university repre-
sentation, with sixty-four of its graduated doctors 
bearing the insig^a of the faculty; the municipality, 
preceded by their mace-bearers; the audiencia, with 
three nephews of the deceased; the royal oflScers, 
bearing a black standard with royal arms in gold; 
three companies of infantry in lines of seven, with 
arms reversed, marching to the sound of four m'uffled 
drums and two fifes; the maestre de sala of the 
viceroy, bearing aloft on a half-pike the arms of the 
deceased, g^lded on a black surface; the master of 
horse and chamberlain, leading a steed iu deep moum-
ing with a long train; another gentleman of the court 
on horseback, bore the guidon of captain-general, with 
royal arms on crimson velvet. The procession closed 
with the servants of tho palace, led by the majordomo. 

Between the palace and the cathedral five cata-
falques had been erected, to serve as resting-plafjes for 
the coffin as it was transferred to different bearcrs. 
The oidores bore it from the chapel to the first station • 

I.' 

I 
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then the cathedral chapter, the municipality, the uni-
versity corporation, and the commercial representa-
tives carried it successively, the oidores taking it from 
the last station into the cathedral, where it was placed 
in a lofty position, amid a blaze of lights. As the 
alféreces approached they lowered the standards, and 
placed them at the foot of the coffin. On the left 
rested Guerra's coat of arms; on the right were the 
cross and the guidon. Affcer service the coffin was 
buried at a late hour by the high altar, on the evangel 
side. I t was a grand and glorious casting-forth. 

Duiing the novenary each religious order came to 
chant masses, assisted by ecclesiastic and civil bodies. 
On March 7th the members of the procession marched 
in the same order as before to the cathedral, where 
the vigil was chanted, and a funeral oration delivered 
in Latin. The following day the funeral sermon was 
preached by the dominican provincial. 49 

The government now passed into the hands of the 
audiencia, and the senior oidor, Pedro de Otalora, a 
pious man,"*' took possession of the palace. Affairs 
were by no means such as to require a strong hand 
at their head; yet the loss of the recognized chief 
seems to have created an unsettled feeling, and the 
revelation of an intended uprising among the negroes 
so alarmed the capital that on Monday and Thursday 
the customary religious processions of the week did 
not take place. On the evening of Thursday a 
trampling of feet was heard, with much grunting and 
yelling, and the cry spread that the negroes were 
upon them. The panic-stricken people either closed 
their doors or fled for protection toward the palace, 
and terror reigned until morning, when the cause of 
the uproar appeared in a drove of pigs for the Satur-

*^Dávila, Continuacion, MS., 205-7; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 52-4. 
"̂ 'Hombre desinteresado de las cosas de esta Vida, y mui gran Ministro,' 

is Torquemada's estimate of him. i. 767. Among his associates are mentioned 
the licentiates Diego Nunez de Mosquecho and Pedro Juarez de Molina. 
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day slaughter, which had been mistaken for a negro 
advance." 

This play upon the feelings of people and audiencia 
could not be allowed to pass unavenged, and thirty-
three unfortunate blacks were convicted on doubtful 
evidence and hanged." As during a previous inter-
regnum, the government sought to cover its weakness 
under a mask of cruelty. A measure against out-
breaks on the part of negroes was attempted by means 
of a decree ordering free persons of their race, includ-
iug mestizos, who possessed no trade, to enter the 
service of known masters and take up their abode with 
them." 

The audiencia's rule terminated with the entry into 
Mexico, on October 28,1612, of the thirteenth viceroy, 
Diego Fernandez de Côrdoba, marqués de Guadal-
cázar, and his consort María Rieder." His rule proved 
exceedingly quiet, though at one time a cloud appeared 
in the form of a freebooter. The Dutch had for some 
time struggled for a foothold in the Moluccas, and to 
promote tnis effort their East India Company in 1614 
despatched a well-equipped fleet of six vessels, under 
Joris Spilbergen," with instructions to do what dam-
age he could to Spanish shipping and interests on his 
way, notably to the fleet between Manila and Acapulco. 
He left Texel in August, touched at the Brazilian 
coast, passed through Magellan Strait in April 1615, 
and began a series of petty and cautious raids on the 

" Panes aasumes tluit thia falae alarm scrved to defeat the intentions of 
the tugroe* by ronsing the peoplo. Monumenlos Domin. Eap., MS., 94-5. 

""rhe bodif« wtrt exposed iu different parts, tiU pubUc health demanded 
thcir rcmoTaL Four of thc vietima were women. Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex., 13. 
ToraMOiada makee the total number 36. 

»"*Pena de docientoe a^tes." Docree of the andiencia AprU 12, 1612. 
Moníemayor, Svmarioa, pt. li. 49. 

** Lorcnzana writaa Riedrer. Cortéa, I/vtt. N. Etp., 21. 
»»Al > written Georg SpUbere. von 8pilbei;gen, Spilberger. The flaff-ship 

waa the Zom, and the next. thc í/aíve Maen, under command of JaneenT Two 
of the veneli wcre imaUer. and built for Boeed. The force carried waa 1 200 
roen beaidee aailora; ao at lca«t declarea OBten, a member of the expedition 
wbo ewaiped to New Snain. and whose account appeare to have been over 
looked by Bumey and other . See Mcolai, Newe vnd Warhaffle Rel., 17-18. 
He, Purchaa, and Gottfried diffcr on b.-vcral pointa, about namea, datee, etc. 

I 
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Pacific coast of South America. In this occupation 
he was interrupted by a fleet of eight vessels under 
Rodrigo de Mendoza, who had vowed to capture the 
Hollander. Fortune favored the latter, however, and 
the Peruvians retired with a loss of two vessels, one 
of them under command of the vice-admiral, who pre-
ferred to go down with his ship rather than surrender. 

On the lOth of October Spilbergen appeared be-
fore Acapulco, sadly in want of fresh provisions and 
anti-scorbutics for his sick crews. H e would prob-

POET OF ACAPULCO. 

ably have helped himself but for some well-timed 
shots which intimated that the place was prepared.^^ 
"Hanging out a flagge of peace, two Spaniards came 
aboord, and they agreed to exchange Prisoners for 
Sheep, Fruits, and Prouision, which was accordingly 
performed. On the 15th Melchior Hernardo came 
aboord, to take view of the fleete, which had van-
quished the Kings. H e was Nephew to the Vice-Roy 

^' TheCastle had seuentie Brasse Pieces, hauing intelligence eight moneths 
before of their comming.' Purchas, His Pilgrimes, 1, pt. ii. 84. 
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of New Spaine, and was kindly entertained of the 
Admirall." The squadron left Acapulco on October 
18tb and cmised on the coast for some time, captur-
ing a Califomia pearl-fishing vessel with two friars." 
A consort vesseí, under Iturbide, proved more for-
tunate in bringing safe to port a cargo of pearls, 
including one valued at the then high price of four 
thousana five hundred pesos." 

Spilbergen now proceeded to Salagua, or Santiago 
Bay, where several of his men, while m quest of fresh 
provisions, were killed and captured by an ambuscaded 
party which is said to have been commanded by the 
navigator Vizcaino. The fleet passed on to Santiago, 
and to Navidad, where a captured monk procured 
lemons on being promised his liberty. When the time 
came to fulfil the promise, the crews objected to lose 
so valuable a prisoner, and Spilbergen had to quell a 
mutiny to keep his word with the monk. 

Toward the end of November sail was set for Cape 
San Lúcas, there to watch for the Manila galleon; but 
the wind proving unfavorable the prows were tumed 
for the Ladrones and Moluccas, and after staying 
liore awhile Spilbergen completed the circumnaviga-
ti »n of the globe with a portion of his fleet. While 
lalling short of the anticipated results of the voyage, 
be confirmed the opinion of his ability as a naviga-
tor.** 

While disasier was averted from Acapulco, it over-
took the opposite port of Vera Cruz in another guise. 
New Vera Cruz, as it was called, to distinguish it 
from the old town on Rio Antigua, which stiU lin-

"Oudaoa, the captain, and a portion of the crew escaped by Bwimminir 
athore. The anthontMa differ aa to whether the Tceisel waa on the way from 
or to CaUfomia. She waa incorporated into the flcet under the name of the 
• Pearbdup,' » ¥ • Oaten. u6i aupra. 

V *(hir*SÍ\'^ ^'^' ** ' ^ ' ^ ' ^**^'^"' ^""•' *^'' ^oi<'Padiaa, Cong. 
-For an n«onnt of the Toyagc. aee beaidca the authoritiea quoted, OoU 

/ned, Aewr HrU.M ct aeq.; IJO»M, Leben der See-llelden, 393-402; AV/T'« 
Col., X. 1Ô7-8; Beremger, Coi. \oy., i. 262. 288-93; Bumey, ('hrm. //i^t. 
Vog., iL 330-33. " 



lî.1 

^̂^̂  i % 

^ '̂ûe.câptur. 
i two iiiais Í: 

^ more for. 

?o of p e é , 
pnceoffoiir 

^ or Santia^o 
^iue^toffreé 
•ûambnácaded 
anded by tlie 
3 ta Saiitiaji, 
-̂ ni procured 
'lientlietiiiie 
jected to lose 
ad to queO a 

set for Cape 
galleon; but 
were tumed 
fter stayiii '̂ 
rcumnaviga-
,;rt. While 
the vojage, 

is a 

R U L E OF GUADALCAZAR. 27 

ico,itover-
3therguise. 
.tinguisli it 
:h still lin-

jbyswimæiug 
Dtbewâyl^"' 
thename oftlie 

.padilk í''«í-

gered, had rapidly risen from a landing-station, known 
by the name of Buitron, the chief settler, to receive 
in 1615 the title of city. But the buildings were 
hastily and irregularly constructed, chiefly of wood, 
and when, in December 1618, a fire broke out in the 
barracks, the flames spread under a strong north wind, 
and consumed the best part of the place, inflicting a 
loss of over two million pesos.*'*' Prompt aid was given 
toward rebuilding on a safer and more regular plan. 

On February 13th the whole country was startled 
by an earthquake whicli lasted for a quarter of an 
hour, and extended from Central America far north-
ward. " I t demolished buildings, rent hills and moun-
tains, disclosed deep caverns, and brought forth new 
lakes. Bivers flowed with black waters. A t sea ter-
rible sights were seen, and many vessels went under. 
Fish sought refuge on land from their natural ele-
ment."^^ 

Owing to the insecurity of the road between Vera 
Cruz and Mexico, infested by robber bands, the town 
of Côrdoba was in April 1618 founded in the foot-
hills, on the more southern route later followed by 
the railroad to the capital. I ts prosperity was soon 
assured by extensive sugar and tobacco plantations, 
and it received also a share of health-seekers from 
Vera Cruz,°^ as did the more important town of Ori-
zaba, to the west, where sanitary facilities still attract 
people.^ Côrdoba received its name from the vice-

*° Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 263. In the beginning of 1619, says Alegre, Hist. 
Comp. Jesus, ii. 115. Panes, Veracruz, MS., 2; Lerdo de Tejada, Apuntes, 
267. A decree was thereupon issued ordering govemment buildings to be 
separated from otlier edifices fully 15 paces, and urging the employment of 
night watches. R<cop. de Indias, ii. 27. 

^^' Corriô quinientas leguas de Norte h. Sur, y mas de sesenta de Este á 
Loeste.' Gonzalez Dâvila, Teatro, i. 59. This author writes at 11:30 A. M. on 
Febniary 14th. 

** In May 1714, an earthquake ruined many buUdings. In 1850 it counted 
4,500 inhabitajits. Dicc Univ., ii. 549. Incited by the faulty accounts in 
VUla-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, Dr Rodriguez, curate at Côrdoba, prepared 
a fuU history and description of the town which was published at Mexico in 
17."'0, under the title of Cartilla, Historica y Sngrada Descripcion de Cordova, 
4to, 164 pp. He gives the names of the first 30 settlers, the coat of arms, and 
other interesting material. See also Oorrfara, Jllst. Comp. Jc^ius, 175. 

** The order of San Juan de Dios erected here a hospital about this time. 
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roy, wbose titlo (•!" Guadalcázar was also perpetuated 
in tha t of a miiiiiiLí town founded in 1611 north-east 
of ."̂ .in Luis l \ ) tos í . " Another town rose about tlio 
saino time, on the lake of Toluca, under the namo of 
L( rma, in honor of the favorite minister of Felipe 
I I í.'"' The .^ame rule was sÍLrnalized at ]\[oxioo bv 
the complotioii of the new aqueduct begun by tbe 
])i\vi()iis vioeroy. I t brought additional wator froiu 
Santa Yv by way of Chapulto]»oo, and icstod for a 
loiiLr distance on arches, nine hundred in numbor.®*' 

.Vfter a government of eight 3'oars Guadalcázar 
was promotod to the viceroyalty of Peru . Yot not 
from finy merit as a ruler, for although his reign liad 
]>rov(.'(l poao(.'fuI, corruption liad spread fast in almost 
uviry department, until both social and econoniic in-
torosts were so seriously imperilled as to rouse the 
a t t .n t ion of tbe crown. Guadalcázar, in t ru th , was a 
niild man, easily imposod upon, and not muoh disposod 
t ' sacrifice Iiis comfort and peace of mind by inquiries 
into matt( rs MÍth whicli subordinates and assooiatos 
wcic intrust(-'d. The oidoros had not been slow to 
take advaiitaL;o ot" such neglect to extend their own 
importanoe, and uvoii openly interfered in aflfairs not 
p(.rtaining to their jurisdiotion, violating the laws iii-
tiu,--t('d to thfir watchí'ul oare. 

<)n a sinall .salary^^ thcy livfd in the stylo aiid 
luxiiry <»f the í(ivat lords of S])ain, surrounded by 
relativcs aud Iriends, to whom the niost desirable 
(»tHo. .s W(Te uivon, and who wcro j^rotected by their 
btiMtactor.s froni what sliould havu been the rosults 
of frequeiit aiid glariii;^^ malofuasancc. In the audien-
. ia the (.•au.-(î8 of tiie rioh wurc d( >|.atch(j(l promptly, 
while the calcndar was enoumbc .d by the innumer-

••'''i/>. Mem. y N't., 70. 
"Founded in l'dS waya Alcedo, iJic ii 

, : both in 1020. Cavo places the founding 

^And.; varaainhcight. Thc co«t waa fuUy l.-.í),0(X) pesos. Cavo, Trea 

^ At this tuno an oidor of Merico receives annuaUy three thou uid peaos. 



í^u^l 
CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 29 

fast ÍD almojl 
å eeonomic ÍD' 

^'f^tuated . . . . 
^ f̂íîtiieast ^^^® suits of t h e poor. F o r t h e decision of a case i t 

^̂ ''̂  about the ^^^ suflficient that an oidor should signify his wishes 
? ^^^nameof ^^ ^^^ matter, and he was allowed also to sit in judg-
"'̂ '̂ ' of Felin ment of questions wherein he was directly interested. 

^̂  ^lexico Í -^^ ^ body they sent judges in commission to districts 
b,n[i,| |j ,,' where ordinary justices existed, this having been 

>nal waterfr expressly forbidden.^ They went further t han this , 
Qd j.̂ ,,y í and released a t will even malefactors condemned to 
ijj jj„ 1 J5 dea th or to the galleys of Terrenate . AII t h a t seenied 

to be lacking to them was the invest i ture and t i t le of 
p ,,, viceroy. The minor officials and the very lawyers of 

p y'^^^ the supreme tribunal committed excesses with inso-
, ,.' , ™'' lent impunity in the assurance that their respective 

isrepnad patrons would shield them from harm. Imitating an 
example so plainly set before them, the minor tribu-
nals throughout New Spain, each in its microcosm, 

to rouse tlie perver ted just ice a t their will. 
ntruth, wasa P ro tec t ed by those in power, 'who not infrequently 
muchdisposed were pa r tne r s in the i r gain, t h e r ich had monopolized 
idbjinquiries t h e ve ry necessaries of life, and th i s du r ing a t ime of 
md asíuciates great scarcity, when famine was raging in many parts 
been slow to of the country,®'' so that the poor had to subsist on 

jnd their OWD roots or die of want. The regidores of Mexico had 
in affairs not seized and divided among themselves the annual 
[rthelawsi - subsidy of one hundred and th i r ty thousand reales 
' g ran ted by t he crown in aid of t he public g ranary , 
hp .stvle and ^^^ t hey , in conjunction w-ith a few weal thy men, had 
irrouDded by forced t h e price of maize, t h e staple food of t h e lower 

t desirable classes, from twelvc reales t h e fanega to forty-eight . 
<^ í\ bvtheir Even at this price the oíRcial in charge of the gran-
' , •, jjijg ary frequently turned away the starving poor, while 
' , ijgij. to the servants of the rich and powerful he gave a 

" P " "̂  ^^l t was again prohibited by the cédula of November 12, 1621. Ordenes 
he ÍnilUUier- de la Corona, MS. , ii. 164. 

* ' In Querétaro 'congoxandose los Labradores, y vezinos oyendo las muertes 
de los ganados, y perdida de las sementeras. ' Medina, Chron. S. Diego, 55. 
Alegre relates similar misery in Yucatan. Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 136. See 

jjg tiefoBD'í"'.? aLso Geîves, Rel. Estad., 1-2; Mex. Rel. Sum., 1. There are periodic records 
of famines in difTerent par ts of the coxmtry. I n 1610, 1616, 1625, and 1629, 

jflj Cøi''"" they extended over a number of districts. Oavo, Tres Siglos, i. 254, 261, 
277; Diario, Mex., v. 139. 

bot' 
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superabundanco which was dis])oso(l of to their own 
advantagc. So, too, these imitalors of their inasters, 
IvinLT in wait iust without tho oitv, ibrced the Ind-
ians who supplicd the general inarkot to givo up, a t a 
nominal prico. the scant |)roduce of their toil tha t the 
s})oilors might reooivo tho profit. Sonie of the meat 
thus obtainod was i-ctailcd a t aii exorbitant price in 
a shop ostablislicd in the palace of tho archbishop. 

The crown was robbed or defrai hMl of its dues by 
tho royal oflSoials and thoir friends. Shipments to 
Pe ru of prohibitod i^oods brought from Manila were 
made openly, and woro produotive of great gain. The 
supplies sent by tbe king to the Philippinos were 
jniroliasod by his agents at twice their market valuc, 
and complaints came from tha t colony of their poor 
(juality. or rottoiiness, as well as of scant measure. 
At tho treasury it was the eustom to receive for the 
])ayinont of dues ooin or silvor bullion indiíferentlv; 
tl oidores and the treasury oflScials, substituting tíie 
l'oriner for the latter, divided among themselves a 
LTain of three rcalos in such wares. In all the pueblos 
the tax-collectors s])eculated with the royal funds, 
whioh thoy witliheld from the treasury, either with-
out a shadow of excuso or on the ground tha t these 
sums proooeded from partial payments of taxcs which 
w( re not due to thc crown until those | iayments 
should be com])l('t(í(l. Hy collusion of tliosc in charne 
of tl ! minos and the tradcrs the king was defrauded 
of his fifth. 

Roligious ministers would not unfroqiicntly moddle 
in these aflfair^, evcn when th^;}- oonc(;rned neitl .'r 
tl ir interests nor tl ir nativc protég(js. On ll ; 
anniversary of the fall of Mcxico, 1618, a .íesuit spoke 
in his serinon rather scathingly of thc conquerors and 
«'s].( oially of their de.scendants, as corrupt, unfit to 
hold otrice, and tyrannicil toward tho Tndians. The 
reinarks wtre j^robablyexaLTiíí r;ited byinimicalpí rsons 
who caused such a stir in the mattor that the arch-
bishop was called upon t<> arrest the preachor. The 
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provincial naturally objected to so stringent an inter-
ference, and caused testimony to be taken, which modi-
fied the expressions and induced the viceroy to release 
the Jesuit, only to embitter the already unfriendly 
relations between the civil and ecclesiastic chiefs, and 
to rouse fresh feeling against the society.'̂ ® Both 
clergy and friars were for that matter infected to a 
great extent by the general disorder, and engaged 
with anything but meekness in disputes concerning 
doctrines and other aflfairs, or in frequent and un-
seemly bickering concerning the election of prelates, 
in which respect the comparatively quiet Augustinians 
made themselves notorious for a time. Two oidores 
were accused by the visitador of the order with having 
harbored mutinous friars and sought to influence him 
by threats and bribes to promote the election of a 
provincial favored by them. In the report and counter 
report on this subject the leading men of the country, 
including the archbishop, were called on to testify.'^ 

As the natural consequence of all this iniquity 
among the rich and powerful, the lower classes gave 
themselves up to such wickedness as was attainable 
to them. Drunkenness, ever prevalent, had increased 
to a frightful extent, and was accompanied by its 
usual train of want and crimes. The church itself 
seemed powerless to check infractions of the law which 
to churchmen have ever seemed misdeeds inore fla-
grant than murder. Led by vicious inclination or 
driveii by want, idle men formed themselves into 
associations of bandits which infested the highways, 
and which made life and property insecure even in 
the precincts of the viceregal palace.'^ Roused at 
times to some exhibition of interference, Guadalcázar 

"̂ Ths preacher was the leamed and eloquent Cristôbal Gomez, who died 
in 1638. Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 108, 207; Mex. Disturbios, MS., i. 
669-76. 

^' One of the oidores was the corrupt Gaviria, whom we shall soon meet. 
The voluminous testimony in this case is given in Mex. Disturbios, MS., i. 
16-54, 289-91. The same order created trouble also at txmiquilpan by carry-
ing off from the mine of Guerrero a rairaculous image. Id., 55-119. 

^" 'Tenia el alma en los dientes.' C rambila, TumvUos. 
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suooííeded onlv in arraviní; airainst himsolf now the 
cburch, now the oidorcs, or othcr oíhcials whose power 
and intluonoo inay havc been oonoorned. Their r.,'])-
roscntations to the crown must havo had some effect, 
for his promotion to Pe ru doos not a]i|Dear to have 
been accompanied b^- tho oustoinary ])rivilogo to 
LTovorn until his departure. A t any rato, the audi-
ciioia assuinod control. ' ' 

^'Licenciado Juan Paez de Vallecillo is uamed aa presiding oidor, assisted 
byíi.ildds de V:.I( mia and t^omez Coriicjo, but Verzara (^aviria should be 
added. Mix., J!il. S.m.. 1; <'nni, Trea Sii/ln.s, i. 2(M; Ril>era, Gob. M<x., i. 
IdS. It has been said that (iuadalcizar Icft Mexico for his new post on 
Míirch 14, 1621, escorted by the audienciaand other bodies. Vetancvrt, Trat. 
M'X.. 13; but several ofncial reports show that he remained tiU Gelves 
arrived. (»'. /'. s, /,'. /. Estado, 1 etc. ' Virrey príuadamente retirado, todoeste 
ticmpo (nearly a year), fuera de Palacio, en vna caaa particular.' Mex., Rel. 
Si'm., 1; Sigûenza y Gôngora, Parayso Occid., 25-6. He ruled for seveu 
years in Peru. 
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CHAPTER II. 

QUARREL OF THE VICEROY AND ARCHBISHOP. 

1621-1624. 

APPOINTMENT OF GELVES — His ENERGETIC AND ExTENsrvE REFOBMS — 

W H I C H A R E F O R C E D ALSO ON T H E C L E R G T — HOSTILITY OP GA'VIRIA 

AND THE R E O I D O R E S — A R C H B I S H O P S E R N A ROTJSED—MORAL L A X I T Y I N 

NEW SPAIN—ARREST OF VARAEZ—SERNA INTERFERES—THE VICEROY 
13 EXCOMMUNICATED—ATTITUDE OF T H E O I D O R E S — T H E P A P A L D E L E -

GATE P L A Y S A P A R T — M o R E A N A T H E M A S — T H E P K E L A T E F O R C E S H I M -

SELF INTO THE PRESENCE OF THE AUDIENCIA — H E IS EXILED AND 

CARRIED AWAT—IMPBISONMENT OF REPENTANT OIDORES—A MEXICAN 

Á BECKET. 

WHILE not aware how wide-spread was the disorder 
in New Spain, the newly enthroned Felipe IV. felt 
convinced that reform was needed, and looked about 
for a man whose character and attainments should fit 
him for the task of restoring order. Such a one soon 
presented himself in the person of Diego Carrillo de 
Mendoza y Pimentel, second son of the marquis of 
Tavara, himself conde de Priego and marqués de 
Gelves.^ For many years the marquis had governed 
Aragon, and was actually a member of the council of 
war. In the discharge of these high trusts his recti-
tude and love of justice had been proven, while 
personal valor \vas common to those of his princely 
house. A t the same time the long habit of command 
had developed a disinclination to brook any question 
of his authority, especially where the extent of his 
jurisdiction was concerned, and advancing age, for 

^ He was also a knight of Santiago, holding the commandery of Villa-
nueva de la Fuente. 

HiBT. Mxx., VoL. m . 3 (33) 
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hÍ8 years were more than sixty, had but served to 
strengthen this trait. 

The usual instructions were given to Grelves, May 
11,1621, in addition to certain special directions from 
the king. Urffed to hasten his departure, he em-
barked at Sevflle the 3d of July, in a vessel of the 
fleet commanded by Juan de Benavides, attended by 
quite a slender following of oflScials and dependants. 

After a prosperous voyage the fleet arrived atVera 
Cruz in August, and the marquis entered with great 
energy on the discharge of his duties. H e visited 
San Juan de Ulúa and the fortifications of the city 
itself, giving orders for the repairs which he deemed 
necessary. Personally he inspected the king's slaves, 
informing himself minutely of their number and con-
dition, and ordering that they should be employed 
only in the royal service, and under no circumstances 
in that of ofiãcials, or of private individuals, aa had 
been customary. Gelves, having made these and 
other reforms at the very threshold of the viceroy-
alty, went on with the work all along the road to 
Mexico. 

Contrary to estabUshed usage, he would not allow 
either Spaniards or Indians, at the places where halts 
were maide, to be at the least expense for the enter-
tainment of himself and his retinue, peremptorily 
ordering that everything should be paid for at the 
highest current value. Nor would he receive gratu-
itously gifts suggested by the hospitality of the people 
or those offered to him by the many anxious to curry 
favor with a new ruler. In this respect he made the 
rule iuflexible during his whole term of oflSce, for his 
servants a well as for himself. The fame of the 
marquis preceded him, and on his arrival at Mexico, 
on the 2l8tof September, he was received with great 
pomp. 

His inaoguration was made particularly brilliant 
by the elaborate ceremonies and rejoicings which at-
tended the swearing of allegiance to the new king, an 
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event deferred till this time, and leading to prolonged 
festivities throughout Spanish domains.'^ There was 
a significance in it all more than usual in a corona-
tion, for Felipe I I I . had not only shown himself inca-
pable, but under his rule Spain liad suflfered many 
humiliations, under which she was rapidly descending 
from the high position attained during the golden 
rule of Ferdinand and Isabella, and sustained b}' 
Charles and Philip. The opening acts of Felipe lY. 
who ascended the throne at the age of sixteen, no les.̂  
than his generous and reflective disposition, gave 
promise of better things; but the unformed youth fell 
too early into the hands of scheming courtiers and his 
nobler instincts were perverted. He yielded too much 
to the fascinations of literature and less commendable 
pursuits, while the administration was surrendered to 
ineflScient and corrupt favorites, who accelerated the 
descent of Spanish prosperity and influence. 

The reform measures of Gelves on the way to the 
capital had there roused the most conflicting senti-
ments, for, while honest patriotism hailed tho coming 
of so just a governor, the placemen and their allies 
apprehended disaster, and they were not wrong. The 
viceroy soon instituted an examination and found pub-
hc aflPairs in a condition of shameless disorder. The 
evil was greater than either the monarch or himself 
had thought. Permitted an abnormal growth under 
the lax administration of Guadalcázar, it had spread 
everywhere in the land, and its roots had struck deep 
in a congenial soil. With the energy to be expected 
of him the marquis undertook reform. His capabil-
ity for work was great, and he found at the outset that 
he must attend personally to many things from the 
consideration of which his subordinates should have 
relieved him. A t Mexico it had ever been a current 
saying that in keeping the friars and the Indians in 

' * El resto del a o se pasô en fiestas no solo en la capital, sino tambien en 
todas lajs ciudades y villas de aquel nuevo mundo.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 265-
6. This and some other authors assmne that the long preceding mouming 
was ordered during an interregnum under the audiencia. 
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order a viceroy had his hands full; Gelves accom-
plished more in a week than others in a raonth. But 
this very excess of zeal wrought his own undoin^. 
The land was indeed in want of cultivation; was it 
for him who put his hand to the plough to foresee 
that thorns, not kindly fruits, would be the harvest? 
In his eagerness the marquis did not reflect that the 
great extent of newly settled New Spain was totallv 
unlike his compact little government of Aragon, and, 
though he had crossed it, he was unmindful of the 
broaa ocean roUing between a colonial viceroy and the 
master whose strengthening hand might at any time 
be needed. Most of all he forgot, as will be seen, 
that sweeping reforms, such as that attempted by the 
strong man in the temple, not infrequently involve in 
common ruin reformer and reformed. 

New Spain awoke to consciousness of the fact that 
she had a ruler of ability and courage suflãcient to 
redress wrongs and punish evil-doers. Gelves visited 
the prisons, and at times sat in judgment in the 
courts. He caused delayed business to be despatched 
promptly, ordering that in matters of justice no dis-
tinction should be made between the rich and the 
poor, and insisted that no magistrate should sit in 
any case wherein he was interested. H e was acces-
sible always to those who had complaints to make, 
and his servants were bidden never to deny him to 
the weak and friendless. Criminals who, though 
under sentence, were at large, he caused to be 
arrest^d and punished, while such as were unjustly 
detained in prison were released. H e ferreted male-
factors who through oflBcial uegligence or wilful igno-
rance had gone unsuspected. In some instances it 
came out that certain oflScial personages were sharers 
in the fraits of robbery. These, also, were punished, 
but in causing this to be done Gelves gained the 
enmity of others high in station who were their 
patrons.' He forbade the exercise of gubematorial 

• Amoog the«e the foUowing were aoiong the nuwt noteworthy instMicea: 

if ; 
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powers in the release of prisoners, and ordered that 
all such matters should be referred to him for decision. 
The license to carry fire-arms was prohibited to all 
save persons of good character, and stringent meas-
ures were adopted for the suppression of drunkenness, 
gambling, and other vices. The growing insolence 
of the free negroes and half-breeds was checked by 
compelling them to register in their respective districts, 
to pay taxes, and to earn their living, such as were 
incorrigible being banished or enrolled in the militia. 
This eflficient mounted force moved with great celer-
ity, and, being well informed by spies of the move-
ments of bandits, was able to make its blows eflfective. 
Arrest was supplemented swiftly by punishment, and 
highway robbery was completely at an end. " I t is 
doubtful," says Cavo, " whether since the conquest so 
many criminals had been executed" as during this 
brief administration.* Gelves earned fairly the ap-
pellation of * juez severo,' or inflexible judge. 

H e compelled absentee alcaldes mayores, corregi-
dores, and justicias to return to their jurisdictions. 
H e put a stop to the sale of votes on the part of the 
ayuntamientos, a practice which obtained very gener-
ally in cities and villas distant from the capital, re-
quiring that lists of eligible persons should be sent to 
him that he might select the names of those to be 
voted for—the selection being made oníy after favor-
able inquiry concerning the character of the person 
proposed. He compelled those who had embezzled 
the funds of the public granary to disgorge a certain 
amount of their plunder, and in the king's name took 

The assayer's stamp, used for marking the weight and value of bars of silver, 
had been counterfeited, and the authorities were unable to discover the 
counterfeiters. Gelves took the matter in hand, and the guilty were arrested, 
tried, and condemned, by a cédula dated June 15, 1622, to be strangled and 
bumed at the stake. Mex., Rel. del Estad., 4. Before Gelves' arrival the treas-
nry at Mexico had been entered forcibly, and some 8,000 pesos abstracted 
therefrom. In an arbitrary manner proceedings had been begun against the 
treasury officials, who complained to the viceroy of the injustice. By his 
exertions the persons really guilty of the crime were discovered and punished. 
Mex., Rel. Svm., 2. 

*' Los caminos de la Nueva Espa a estaban inundados de salteadores.' 
Tres Siglos, i. 266. 



38 QUARREL OF THE VICEROY AND ARCHBISHOP. 

II 

l.'í 

possession of two other deposits belonging to regidores 
of the capital. By these means, and by the expen-
diture of ten thousand pesos of his own, wherewith he 
made purchases in the neighboring provinces, he accu-
mulated a considerable store of grain." He broke up 
eflfectually the trade in contraband goods between Aca-
pulco ana Peru. While this was a-doing it was found 
that members of the consulado had been concerned, 
some of them openly, in these practices.* He removed 
the royal ofl&cials having charge of the suppUes for the 
Philippines, putting clean-handed men in their places, 
and in consequence the amount of supplies sent to that 
colony was greater than ever before.' 

He checked immediately all pilfering of the royal 
treasury, banishing from the mines the foreigners and 
others who had defrauded the revenue, ordering that 
all money received for taxes should be sent at once 
to Mexico, and putting an end to other practices by 
which so much of the king's money had remained in 
the hands of dishonest oflficials.® Owing to these 
reforms in the management of the treasury the vice-
roy was enabled to send an increased amount of 
money to Spain, where at this time it was sorely 

* He alao ordered that maize shonld not be fed to cattle within fonrteen 
leagues of Mexico and ten of Pueblo, and that throughout the viceroyalty 
the príce of this itaple ahould not be more than twenty reales the fanega. 
Abondance aoon Inon^bt the príce down to lesa than thia, and it aold ae low 
as lixteen realee. Thia publio benefáction waa acknowledged by the cabildo 
oí Mexico, in a formal manner, toward the cloee of 1623. Mex., Rel. del 
Estad., 7-8. The viceroy also ordered that Juan Juarez, fiscal of the audien-
cia, sbonld be preeeDt at the granary, at certain determined hours daily, for 
the porpose of seeing that the poor were impartially treated. He cansed the 
bQtcber-sbope of the archiepisoopal palace to be closed and prohibited the sale 
ol all artides of food at tbe exorbitant prices hitherto prevailins Or 
TumuUoê,US.,3. v n- rr preTûÍing. Orambila^ 

•In tbo pmecations growing out of thls matter the viceroy allowed no 
appeal; tbU WM afterward quahfied as an act of tyrBimy by the andiencia in 
tbeir •nswcr of Pebmary 8,1624, to Oelves' protest from his ceU in the con-
Tent of 8an Francisoo. Mex., Rel. 8vm., 15. 

. »In IGîS tbe yalne of these supplies was nine hundred tbousand doUan. 
and m the foUo»»»g y<««r two thirds of that amount. Mex., Rel. del Estad., Z 

•Gelvee had been told tlwt it woold be impoasible to recover money tumed 
into the tPeasnry m parttal payment of taxes. On investigation it was 
foond that there wa» nearly a qoarter of a million of doUaÍrthas owing, 
some of it amce 1606, and of thu amount abmit one half was recovered. Mex., 
Rd. det Eãlad., 4. 
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needed. After paying all the expenses of administer-
ing the viceroyalty and meeting the cost of supplies 
sent to Manila, a million of pesos was sent to the 
king in 1622, and a miUion and a half in the follow-
ing year.® 

The marquis was a rehgious man and his respect 
for the clergy was sincere. To the archbishop he 
spoke privily, regretting the dissensions which rent 
atwain brethren who should dwell in harmony. H e 
also begged the prelate to cease the unseemly prac-
tice of receiving gifts from suitors in the ecclesiastical 
court, and to reform other abuses.^" He restrained 
the inquisitors from intermeddhng in temporal mat-
ters not within their jurisdiction. As far as he was 
able to exercise control he saw that oflfices in the re-
ligious orders were held by men fitted for their several 
positions. 

Convinced by the frequent complaints of the Ind-
ians that the appointment of secular clergymen as 
doctrineros instead of friars would be detrimental to 
interests of the crown also, the viceroy ordered that 
the latter should be retained in the doctrinas, and 
that in the fiiture only friars should be appointed to 
them. In this matter the viceroy was certainly not 
strictly impartial. Moreover in this action he un-
doubtedlv laid the foundation for an accusation which 
afterward his enemies were only too glad to make. 
While his action in the premises had its origin, unde-
niably, in a spirit of just kindness to the Indians—^for 
to have substituted for the friars to whom they were 

* This was more than had been sent heretofore in uiy corresponding períod. 
OrambUa, TumuUos, MS., 10; Mex., Rd. ddEstad., 5. 

^•The abnse of the prívilege of sanctuary was notoríous, and criminala 
availed themselves of false witnesses in order to prove that they were entitled 
to it. Gelves required the fîscal to use every diligence in order to arrive at 
the trutb in these matters. One Juan de Rincon having bronght forward 11 
witnesses to prove bis right to immunity, on the testimony of 29 others these 
men were shown to have forswom tbemselves, and were condemned to penal 
servitnde at Manila. Tbey were sent out of the city together with other 
oonvicts; bnt notwithstand ng the opposition of the viceroy, the audiencia, 
on the gronnd that tbe sentence was excessive, cansed them to be brought 
back, and finaUy Íhey went unwhipped of jnstice. Mex., Rd. Svm., 2. 
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with reason attached secular clergymen ignorant of 
their tongues and customs alike, would have been 
tantamount to cruelty—it was nevertheless in conflict 
with the provisions of royal cédulas. Father Bar-
tolomé de Burguillos, his confessor, was a friar of 
San Diego, and possibly his counsels had suflficient 
weight with the marquis to induce him thus to sHght 
the wish of the sovereign frequently expressed." 

The course of the marquis was commended by the 
upright, but these were far less in number than the 
vicious, and the number of his enemies increased 
daily. Those high in place, accustomed to have their 
own way in matters of government, were oflfended at 
the summary clipping of their wings. In public they 
contented themselves with shrugs and with fingers 
laid aside the nose, while privately they spoke in 
open anger, and fostered a hatred to the all-uncon-
scious object thereof that merely bided its time for 
throwing oflT the mask. Occasionally, however, re-
sentment overcame prudence. 

Pedro de Vergara Gaviria, the senior oidor, was a 
self-willed man, who after the brief taste of power 
enjoyed before the arrival of Gelves had become un-
fitted to play the subordinate. H e had easily become 
chief among his fellows, and was not at all inclined 
to brook the restraint imposed upon him by the just 
though severe measures of the viceroy. Gelves, 
always courteous in his treatment of members of the 
audiencia and the cabildo, went further than neces-
sary in useless attempts to make a friend of this man, 
who on his part seemed to consider all the favors of 
the marquis as so many marks of weakness. Gelves 
made him hi asesor in matters relating to war, and 
Gaviria's inclination to absolutism readily induced him 
to fall into the habit of giving orders without having 
troubled himsclf to consult the viceroy. To this the 

" For tbe provisions of many different cédnlaa, too numerous for insertíon 
bere, see Recop. de Ind., m tbe titles of book first lelating to détiapê, re-
UgioBus, doctnneroe, and doctrinas. 
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latter very properly objected.^^ But the asesor went 
on in this insubordinate fashion until Gelves found 
himself constrained to order that he should be con-
fined to his own house.^' 

This unruly spirit was common among high oflficials. 
On a certain day of solemn observance some of the 
regidores ordered that their chairs should not be taken 
to the cathedral, whither it was their duty to accom-
pany the viceroy and the other corporations, alleging 
as an excuse for their conduct some unsettled question 
of precedence with the royal oflficials. Noticing their 
absence, and informed of the cause,the viceroy ordered 
their attendance, without prejudice to their rights, 
real or fancied. Nevertheless they did not make their 
appearance. Gelves, after consultation with the audi-
encia, sent a corregidor to arrest them in case of a 
continued refusal to obey. Persisting in their dis-
obedience, they were put under arrest in the casas de 
cahildo, or city hall." The justices and others in 
oflfice had each his grievauce. Some of these were 
incensed because the peculations of which they had 
been guilty, and which for so long a time they had 
practised with impunity, were punished by dismissal 
from oflfice. Others again gave themselves up to the 
resentment felt by little minds because the crimes 
which they had been unable to discover were brought 
to light through the exertions of the viceroy. The 

^' On a certain occasion, having received one of these reproofs, Gaviria, in 
the viceroy's ante-chamber and in the presence of several persons, snatched 
from the hand of the secretary the papers to which objectîon had been made 
and tore them in pieces, excmming petulantly that he would not continue in 
office if he were not allowed his way in all things. Mex., Rd. Svm., 2. 

^' In the letter of the cabildo of Mexico to the king, dated February 19, 
1624, in which an account was given of the riot of the preceding month, it is 
asserted that Gaviria's imprisonment was entirely owing to his having alíowed 
to be read before the audiencia certain petitions of some friar of La Merced 
complain ng of the r vicar-general, Fray Juan Gomez, a great favorite of the 
viceroy. Mex., Cartás de la ciudad á 8. M., in Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. 
iii. 130. In another letter of the same date, in which the cabildo recommends 
Gaviria, and Dr Galdos de Valencia, another oidor whom G^lves had found it 
necessary to remove from office, to the royal favor, it is stated that the im-
prisonment of the former lasted for eighteen months. Id., 171-2. 

" Thence, however, they rallied at their wiU, in order to inveigh in public 
against the marquis. Mex., Rel. del Estad., 2. 
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friars took umbrage because of what they considered 
an unwarranted meddhng of the viceroy in their 
elections. The Jesuits were aggrieved that their 
attempt on the doctrinas had met with signal failure, 
and these restless intriguers immediately addressed 
themselves to the work of undoing Gelves as they 
had undermined others." 

By far the most formidable of the enemies of the 
marquis was the archbishop, Juan Perez de la Serna, 
a man who from the position of canônigo magistral 
of Zamora had in 1613 been appointed to succeed the 
deplored prelate-viceroy Guerra as head of the church 
in New Spain." He proved zealous in extending 
spiritual administration through curacies and convents, 
striving to bring into greater veneration sacred places 
and reucs, and to practise charity^^ in a manner that 
brought him in contact with the poor and assisted to 
make him popular with the masses. Among the rich 
and the oflBcials he found less welcome, owing partly 
to his persevering eflforts for episcopal rights,*' partly 
to the enforcement of a stricter morality among the 
higher classes. The unseemly strife between friars 
akid clergy, and the loose conduct of many of them, 
greatly encouraged an irrehgious feeling among those 
whose means lured them from austerity and strict 
rules to a life of ease and free indulgence, and to laxity 
even in sacred matters. Painters, for instance, made 
eflTorts to present church ceremonials in a ridiculous 

" The venom of one of them appears in a numuscrípt in my possession 
oopied from the ori^jnal in the coUection of Gavangos. .AÍthough it is anony-
mous there is sufficient intemal evidence to show that it was the work of a 
Jeeuit. Reíacion de un eatupendoy monatruo caao, in Mexicoy sus disturbioê 1 
631-67. ' ' 

••He was boro at Cervera. studied at Sig enza and ValladoUd, became a 

ippointedarcnuuinop. t etancvn, rrat. Jiex.,2*; Oonzalez DávUa. Teatro 
Ede*., I. 45; < 'oneUioa Prov., l.'iôô-^, 216-17. 

•' AU cbaritie. Iwmg given by his own hands. • porque deda ser mucha U 
diferencia qoe ay, de oir la muena del pobre en relacîon, å verla nor viiitft ' 
Oonxaie* Ddvila, TeatroEr/ea., i.i5. ""» por vwia. 

'•Among other troublc. was the attempt by officUl* to deprive him of the 
proeuractnn tnl.ute given bv towns and viUages visited by the preUte Oace 
gÍTca bis income at 60.000 ducat« a year. Voy. (Amst. 1720), L 201 
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aspect, or they painted lewd persons with the attri-
butes and dress of saints. During lent the inhab-
itants of the capital used to perform pilgrimage to a 
place called the HumiIIadero, on foot and in silent 
meditation. When Serna came he found that this 
journey of penance had been transformed into a car-
nival march, wherein the wealthy appeared in car-
riages, and others in convivial groups, all bent on 
enjoyment. To this the prelate sought to put a stop, 
under threat of excommunication, and he also did his 
best to check drunkenness and other vices, though 
herein the corrupt and unfriendly offîcials under the 
weak Guadalcázar oflPered no assistance. 

The zealous introduction of reforms by Gelves had 
at first won the admiring coôperation of Serna,^^ but 
when he found them extending too far within ecclesi-
astic precincts impatience turned into open hostility, 
for the prelate was exceedingly jealous concerning his 
prerogatives, and possessed of a stubbornness whicli 
readily developed into unreasonable zeal. He took 
in dudgeon the well meant counsels concerning the 
reform of abuses in the ecclesiastical court, and his 
resentment was increased by the decision in the mat-
ter of doctrinas. On several occasions he forgot the 
dignity of his station, and that the viceroy was the 
personal representative of the king whom both served. 
In the palaces of the great, tale-bearers are never 
lacking, and reports of the prelatic outbursts lost 
nothing in the recital, but Gelves, desiring to avoid a 
rupture, took no notice of them. This moderation, 
however, did not produce the eflfect desired, for the 
prelate began not only to censure the acts of the vice-
roy with unseemly freedom, but to lean openly to the 
cause of those opposed to him, as though a formal 
compact had been entered into between them. 

Thus, in the short space of two years Gelves, while 
he had restored in a signal manner the outward ob-
servance of the law, had failed to establish order 

"See his letters in Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. ii.-iii., passim. 
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where order was most needed, and at the close of 
1623 he found arrayed against him the archbishop and 
the friars, the audiencia and the cabildo of Mexico. 
The lower class of the people knew no will but that 
of the church, when that will was signified; the upper 
class, composed almost entirely of men with but a 
siugle interest, that of plundering the royal treasury, 
was manipulated by the two great corporations. 
Against such a combination any man protected only 
by an autocrat six thousand miles away must havé 
been powerless, and it needed but the most trivial 
circumstance to bring about an outbreak. The occa-
sion was not long wanting. 

In September 1622, Manuel Soto, a person em-
ployed at the public granary of Mexico, denounced to 
the viceroy Melchor Perez de Varaez, alcalde mayor 
of Metepec,*" accusing him of forcing the Indians of 
his jurisdiction to purchase grain of him at an exor-
bitant priqe, and to sell to him their cattle and produce 
at merely nominal rates, as well as of other oppressive 
acts. The viceroy caused the charges to be investi-
gated, and the proofs being irrefutable, ordered the 
less important to be made grounds of action in Mexico 
while the more grave he referred to the India council. 
Meanwhile Varaez had been underarrest in a private 
house, and Gelves now ordered that, under bonds, he 
should be given the freedom of the city. Varaez 
demurred to this, alleging that bonds should not be 
exacted from him for a cause so trivial, but the vice-
roy peremptorily ordered compliance,^^ and referred 

*• Tbe count of 1 A Cortina says tbat his juriadiction was that of Iztlahuaca. 
Doc. Ilist. Mex., séríe iL tom. iii. 62; Alcarae, in Liceo Mex., u. 122, makes 
the same mistaken sUtement. Tbe two places are near to one another. 
Varacz was a person of some conseqnence and a knight of Santiago. Sosa, 
Enpieop. Mex. ,60. Ho was the intimate fríend of the powerfal oidorea Pedrô 
de Vergara Gaviría and Galdoe de Valencia, who throagb their inflnence 
m ith their assocUtes iu that body had procored for him an appointment as 
corregidor of Mezico. The fiscal had claimed that he could not hold both 
officcs. On appeal to the IndU CouncU that body decided that he was inoom-
pctent, and oondemned the oidores to pay each a fine of one hnndred ducados. 
They resisted pavment, but Geives, who bad anived meanwhiU, compeUed 
thcm lo pay i t Mex., ReL Svm., 8; Doc. Hist. Mex., séríe iL tom. iu. 62-3. 

"Varaei aUeged fnrtber tbat his deuouncer was an insignificant mnUtto 

S C i S S I K C i . ^ 
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the cause to the oidor Alonso Vazquez de Cisne-
ros.^'' 

The proceedings went on too slowly to suit the 
humor of the marquis. After consultation with his 
legal adviser, Luis de Herrera, but without the con-
currence of the audiencia, he ordered the case to be 
referred to the fiscal of Panamá, Juan de Alvarado 
Bracamonte, who had just come from Manila. Braca-
monte proceeded with activity, sending Sancho de 
Baraona, a clerk of the audiencia, to the province of 
Metepec to coUect additional evidence. To the new 
referee* Varaez objected, and the viceroy ordered 
Fra.ncisco Enriquez de Ávila, a corregidor of Mexico, 
to sit with him. These judges deemed it advisable 
to exact from the accused a bond to answer to any 
judgment they might render, and Varaez, fearing lest 
he might be again imprisoned, sword in hand and 
accompanied by dependants, entered a coach and 
hastened to claim sanctuary at the convent of Santo 
Domingo. Almost simultaneously the judges sen-
tenced him to pay a fine of sixty thousand pesos, and 
to perpetual banishment from the Indies. 

Shortly afterward, Soto having alleged that Varaez 
contemplated fleeing to Spain, guards were placed at 
the door of his cell, and all communication with him 
was forbidden. He contrived, however, that a memo-
rial should reach the archbishop, in which it was 
claimed that the presence of the guards was in viola-
tion of the right of sanctuary.^^ The ecclesiastical 

unworthy of credence. What he and his friends felt the most was that the 
viceroy would not allow these to be his judges, and that undoubtedly he would 
be obhged to retum to his jurisdiction. In this way their trading operations 
would come to an end. Id., Mex. Rel. Svm., 4. 

^^ He had arrived recently from Spain, and bore the reputation of being 
an honest man. For two months hc refused to accept the charge, but the 
viceroy compelled him to dt) so. Soto alleged that Cisneros was not impartial 
in this matter, since he was an intimate friend of Gaviria and his guest. Ubi 
sup., and Alcaraz, in Liceo Mex., ii. 123. 

^ That the preUte himself visited Varaez, as is stated by the uuthor of the 
Rdacion Svmaria, seeius extremely improbable. StiU the circumstance U 
also mentioned by the conde de la Cortina: ' y con estmendo y aparato y li-
cenciosa ostentacion, y visitando al retraido, volvU á su casa mas prendãdo, 
y dado el filo á los aceros.' The count also states that Varaez objected to the 
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judge ordered that the guards should be removed 
within two days, a demand to which the civil judges 
refused to accede because Varaez, haviiig in eflfect 
broken jail, was not entitled to sanctuary. If the 
point were not well taken it was certainly debatable; 
Dut the archbishop, taking the case out of the hands 
of his provisor, excommunicated Soto, the judges, the 
guards, and even the counsel employed by them. The 
persons so excommunicated immediately appealed to 
the audiencia, and in accordance with the royal pro-
vision goveming such cases, sentence was suspended, 
and absolution ad reincidentiam given at first for 
twenty days and then for a further period of fifteen.^* 

A few days afterward Gelves called upon the arch-
bishop to send the notary to him that he might be 
purged of contempt. After repeated instances the 
prelate reluctantly consented to do so. The notary 
appeared before the viceroy accompanied by the arch-
bishop's secretary, whom the marquis immediately 
dismissed, in a very discourteous manner, as was 
afterward alleged by the prelate.^'' The notary made 
certain imporibant statements, but these being re-
duced to writing he refused to sign the deposition 
without permission from his prelate. For this he 
was adjudged guilty of contumacy, and, being con-
demned to loss of property and banishment, he was 
taken to San Juan de Ulúa that he might be sent to 
Spain." 

ffaards only becanae of the ezpense oocaaioned to him by their presence. 
Doc. /list. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 645; Mex., Rel. Svm., 5. In the matter of 
tbe right of sanctaarv civil autboríties in Spain had issned a number of ex-
emptiouii which greatly restrícted the prívilege. 

** Tbe arcbbishop demanded a coiiy of certain orders from the clerk of the 
andiencia, C. de Oaorio, and being uenied he exconimunicated him. 

•Gelves was attended bv Heirera, Bracamonte, Fatber BurgniUos, and 
Baraona. These men, togetber with tbe vicar of La Merced, some superíors 
of the religioas orders, and a few others, were theViceroy's trosted tuíviaen. 
Father Alonso de VilUroel, a príest who afterward t e s t i ^ in support of the 
archbishop's side of tbe oontroversy, caUs them: ' aqnellos malos cristUnos 
de sns cooaejeros adnUdores.. .aue le enm&aban y le adnUban y le dUron 
por oonseio diciéndoU que él era I^ado del Papa en Us Indias y rey en ellas, 
T aai podU bacer en nombre de 8. M. lo que quisiese en Us Induii.' Doc. 
BitL Mex., aérie U. tom. u. 356. 

••Tbe cabUdo of Mexioo, m the letter to which leferenoe has been made, 



CHILDISH PROCEEDINGS. 47 

If 

This act of the viceroy was undoubtedly legal, but 
the archbishop immediately declared that he had in-
curred the censures mentioned in the bull called in 
cæna domini.^ He therefore excommuicated him, 
ordering his name to be placed in the list of excom-
municated persons aflfixed to the church door. 

Gelves now called the oidores and the alcaldes 
together in order to get their opinion concerning the 
right of the archbishop to excommunicate him. Their 
answer was evasive,^ and he submitted the matter to 
a second assemblage, composed of ecclesiastics and 
laymen, who decided that the archbishop was clearly 
in the wrong.'^ Fortified by this opinion the viceroy 
now retaliated on his antagonist by a decree condemn-
ing him to pay a fine of ten thousand ducados, to con-
fiscation of his temporal property, and to banishment. 
The marquis finally sent the alguazil mayor, Luis de 
Tobar Godinez, to execute the decree and compel the 
archbishop to revoke his sentence. The viceroy had 
notified the archbishop three several times of his de-
cree, but on none of these occasions had the audiencia 
taken part in the action as according to law they 

asserts that this man was kept in prison for two days and a night, after 
which, at midnight, he was hurríed away to the fortress, where he stUl re-
mained (19th February 1624), notwithstanding the fact that meanwhUe 
several vessels had sailed thence for Spain. I t U not at all probable that the 
archbishop would allow the man, about whose arrest he made such trouble, to 
remain in durance for more than a month after the downfall of the viceroy. 

" ThU celebrated buU is of great antiquity, and received its name from 
the fact that it was read publicly in the presence of the pope on Maundy-
thursday, by a cardinal-deacon, accompanied by several other prelates. I t 
contains a general excommunication of aU heretics, and of those guilty of con-
tumacy and disobedience to the holy see. One of its 34 paragraphs provides 
that Uymen who venture to pass judgment on ecclesmstical judges and cite 
them to appear before their tribunals shall incur the censure specified in the 
buU. On this paragraph the archb shop probably based his action. 

*̂ Their answer was that they had not studied the point. Cavo, TresSiglos, 
i. 270. I t indicates what their purpose was. At this time, as at any other 
previous to the breaking-out of the riot, the audiencia might have calmed the 
rising storm had its members chosen. Peace-making, however, was far from 
their intention. 

^ In defense of the decîsion of thîs assembUge Father BurguUlos, already 
mentioned, published a memorial, which was printed, addressed to the visi-
tador CarriUo. The memorial is contained in 28 octavo pages of close print, 
and U a leamed prodnction. The Franciscan, citing a host of canonical au-
thorities, denies the authority of any preUte' to excommunicate in such a 
case. Memorîal, in Thimidtos de Mex., 67-80. 
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should have done. During this passage at arms 
neither of the antagonists had conducted himself with 
the dignity to be expected from persons of their ex-
alted position. They vied one with another in selecting 
untimely hours ana unusual places for the exchange 
of their peculiar courtesies.** 

The appeal to the audiencia, however, was never 
decided; for while it was pending the judges and other 
persons excommunicated, seeing the obstinacy of the 
archbishop, on the 20th of December 1623 appeared 
before the papal delegate at Puebla.'^ The delegate 
peremptorily ordered the archbishop to remove the 
ban, which the prelate refused to do, on the ground 
that because of the appeal to the audiencia the tri-
bunal at Puebla had no jurisdiction, alleging also that 
the time for appeal on the part of the excommunicated 
had gone by. Thereupon, on New Year's day, the 
delegate issued a compulsory mandate, ordering the 
archbishop to absolve the excommunicated. The exe-
cution of this decree he intrusted to a Dominican 
friar, as his sub-delegate, who personally removed 
from the church door the obnoxious notices.'^ 

From many of the pulpits of the city the conduct 

"On the feast of the Purisinui Concepcion, Tobar, by order of Gelves, noti-
fied thc archbishop of a decree while he stood in all the dignity of his sacred 
officc at the high altar of the cathedral, with the host uncovered, and in the 
midBt of the Bolenmity of the mass. The outraged preUto, decUring that be 
would not permit suc i profanation, nor that the people should be so scandal-
ized, r< fustd to roccivc the notice. Sema, I(epre.'«^ntcuion, in Doc. Ilist. Mex., 
•ério ii. toin. u. lO.'j. Thu cabildo, in its letter to the king, aaserts that the 
viceroy ordered proclainution nmdo that uono should pass by the archiepiscopal 
paUce nor aasenible in nuuibers within one block of it. Mex., Cartas de la cnt-
dofi á S. M., in Id., iii. 134. On the other hand the archbishop was 'ciego 
por 11 desoo de U vcnganza que el lUnml)a celo divino.' Mora, Mex. y su» 
Rtv., iiL 244. Ile aUo ' apresuréU por instantes con diligencU estraordinarU; 
tnandalta hacer á medU noche notificaciones esquisitas.' Z>oc. I/ist. Mex' 
séríe iL tom. iii. 04. *' 

»• This officc was treated by a specUl buU of Gregory XIII. for tbe ded-
sion of difficult cases of this very nature. The deUgate generaUy resided at 
PuebU 

" The Dominican, by order of the viceroy, was accompanied by a guard 
for the pnrpose of preventing any oppoeition that might be offered by parti. 
sans of tbe archbiahop. Fathcr Cavo with hÍB usual bias asserts thatthe 
snb-delegate was a 'pohru clérigo Bacristan de monjaa, por no haber querido 
nincon •ag«to d« carácter encargarse de semejante oomision.' Cavo, Trea 

i 
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^ ŝelfíifi, *̂ ^ ^^® delegate was rep rehended in no u n m e a s u r e d 
5 of [U, t e rms , while, on the streets, knots of heated disputants 
eriuggj t' took one view or the other of the question as the i r 
[\^ „1 0 . feelings prompted. On his pa r t the archbishop, more 

"̂  t han ever exasperated, ordered the spiritual outcasts 
to be excommunicated anew with all the dramatic 
accompaniments of bell, book, and candle, aiid t h a t 
the list be again posted with the name of the sub-
delegate added to the rest. On tha t same night of 

j^ y January 3d, he ordered also that all the churches 
lûe delegate of the city should announce the threatened interdict. 

iO remove tlie While the ceaseless clamor of the bells, ringing as 
ODthe^ounii though for this end only had they been cast, was 
lepcia tbe tri- inspiring in the souls of the people the shadowy fear 
'ging also that of some greater ill impending, came the final notifica-
communicated tion of the delegate commanding the archbishop to 
tarsday,tlie remove the ban. The sub-delegate was ordered, in 
ordering tlie case of t h e prelate 's refusal or neglect , to execute upon 
ed. Theexe- him the sentence of fine and banishment. The stub-
a Dominicaii born archbishop again refused compliance, and tbe 
ally removed sub-delegate prepared to carry the sentence into eflfect. 
• ,32 H e again removed the censures and ordered the ring-
vtlieconduct i^S ^^ ^^® bells to cease, and now t h e very silence 
^ aroused new fears among t h e terrified people. 

Early on the morning of the 9th of January the 
n.TutjofiiisMcred archbishop sent Cristôbal Martinez de Recalde, parish 
""" îítkthe priest of the cathedral, accompanied by notaries, to 
ooldbewscaB^- the viceregal palace witli a petition addressed to the 
^/^^iui audiencia. After setting forth the facts of the case 
y'tbearcliiepis«'P^ in a manncr very favorable to his own view of it, t h e 
hbiíopwí'íî archbishop demanded t h a t the audiencia should decide 
jVfl.Ĵ ^ '?" immediately t he pending appeal.^^ I n presenting th is 
"n^SS . petition to the oidores Juan Paez deValIecilIo, Juan de: 

Ibarra, and Diego de Avendano, Martinez said that. 
33 • ^^'"^^ ^' He stated moreover that it was with difficulty he could find a notary 

• <\ h^iP^ ^ ^ ° dared to publish the decree of excommunication; also that in notifying 
P*ff /by V^' ^^^ decrees the viceroy behaved 'con menos decencia de lo que convenia,' and, 
5 " 1 ^t ti« finally, that the proceedings against Varaez were unwarrantecl by law, and 
i ^^\^f„;jerido were undertaken solely for the purpose of causing delay. Serna, Rep., in'Doc 
i " ' ' f / f J^ Hist. Mex., séneii. tom. ii. 151-12. 
íø''^" ' " — " — '"" "•' ' HisT. M E X . , VOL. III. 1 
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ît was in the power of the audiencia to put an end to 
all disagreements, thus preventing a possible breach 
of the peace. Vallecillo, who was senior oidor, re-
plied that they had been ordered by the viceroy to 
receive no petitions from the archbishop or any clergy-
man, except through the proper channels. Martinez 
objecting that such an order took away the prelate's 
opportunity of attempting to restore harmony, Ibarra 
replied: "You know that this is the order of our 
president; what, then, would you have us do?" After 
some further speech of likc import, and an intimation 
of coming trouble from Martinez, he and his com-
panions withdrew.^^ 

Bent on carrying his point, and learning that the 
sub-delegate was about to execute sentence upon him, 
the archbishop resolved upôn a last desperate resort. 
A-t an early hour on the 11 th of January, 1624, he 
caused himself to be taken to the viceregal palace, in 
a sedan-chair borrowed for the purpose, and attended 
only by two pages. That he went in this ostenta-
tiously humble manner, instead of in his coach, with 
crozier upbome before him and accompanied by the 
members of his household, was of itself a circumstance 
suflBciently strange to create attention, and on reach-
ing the palace he was surrounded by a crowd of idlers. 

The startled oidores asked what he desired.^' The 

'• 'Y el dicho S. Lác. VaUecUlo dijo, andad con Dios que ya está proveido 

Lcon esto los porteros le dijeron que callase, no embarcante lo ctuJ el dicbo 
c. Martinez volviô á repUcar.* /</., ii. 17Ô. Informed tbat the andiencU 

would not reccivo the pctition, the archbishop causcd another to be addressed 
to Pedro de Arévalo Sedefio, fiscal of that body, calling upon him to act as 
though it liad been rcceived, and to take immedUte steps for the purpose of 
prcTenting any hann M hich might rcsult from want of action on the part of 
the aodiencU This waa delivvrod by AgtiiUr to the fiscal, together with 
copicB of the pctition and of tho documents in tbe case of Varaes, and evoked 
mcrely an evasive nianner. 'Su merced rospondiô, que yo el notarío dijese 
ú S. S» lUma. del arzobispo mi sefior, que le besaba los manos y . . .bará todo 
lo poaible, y lo quc debe.' Id., 178. 

»In iU letter the cabUdn asserts tbat the archbishop remained at the door 
of the audicncc-chamber. askins leave to enter, and that receiving no answer, 
he venturod within. and bimself addressed the oidores, teUing them bis erraad. 
Mez., Carta dela Chidad dS. M.,in /d., uL 130. ThU letter U based, not 
onlv in thU particaUr bat m many otbers, on the representation oí the areb-
ÍMaoop. /(/., 183. 

J 
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prelate replied that he sought justice, and that he 
would not leave the audience-chamber until he had 
received it.̂ ^ H e then desired to read a petition in 
which it was set forth: That he was obliged to appear 
thus in person because the president of the audiencia 
had given orders that no communication brought from 
him by an ecclesiastic would be received, and no lay-
man dared to aid him by presenting one. Since it 
was not just that he alone in all New Spain .should 
be denied the right to appeal to the audiencia for pro-
tection, he humbly besought that body, in the name 
of God and the church, to pity the wretched condition 
of the country as well as of his dignity and jurisdic-
tion, and to receive and hear this petition against the 
threatened action of the papal delegate; further, to 
decide the appeal pending in the matter of the guards 
of Varaez without delay. Were this not done, he 
was determined to go to Spain, there to appeal to the 
king in person. This petition the oidores refused to 
receive; and summoned by the viceroy they leffc the 
prelate in the audience-chamber. H e immediately 
placed the petition and the accompanying documents 
on the table beneath the canopy of state, calling upon 
the multitude present to bear witness that he did so. 
There were present about one hundred persons, among 
them some eight or ten clergymen. Fearful lest 
there might be a disturbance, the viceroy ordered 
that all persons having no business before the audien-
cia should depart at once, and presently the arch-
bishop, his notary Aguilar, and the two pages alone 
remainéd. 

The prelate was now formally required to return to 
his palace, there to await the answer to his petitions, 
which must pass through the usual course. This he 
refused to do, insisting upon receiving justice and 
upon the admission of appeals. For this obstinacy 
he was fined four thousand ducados, and upon his 

'B' No se iría de aUá aun cuando lo hicieran pedazos, hasta que no se le 
hiciese justicU.' Mex., Rel. Svm., 6. 
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further refusal the sentence of banishment from New 
Sp;iin was added." I t was afternoon when Gelves 
ordered Lorenzo de Terrones, alcalde del crímen of the 
audiencia, to execute the sentence by taking the rebel-
lious prelate to San Juan de Ulúa, there to embark 
for Spain.*^ Accompanied by the alguacil mayor, 
^lartiu Ruiz de Zavala, his deputy, Baltasar de 
Perea, and others, Terrones notified the archbishop 
of the instructions he had received. The reply of the 
prelate was that they must remove him forcibly, and 
Terrones and Perea, taking hira each by an arm, but 
in a respectful manner, led him down to the court-
yard, where a hired travelling-carriage drawn by four 
mules was in waiting. In this the prisoner, having 
his crozier and the insignia of his rank in the church, 
and the three oflBcials, seated themselves; some ten 
or twelve mounted constables under Major Antonio 
Ocampo'^ of the palace guard surrounded the equi-

{)age, and the whole cortege departed by the streets 
eading to the causeway of Guadalupe. 

So great was the crowd in the plaza that with dif-
ficulty a passage was made. On all sides the sobs of 
the women mingled with the sterner voices of the men, 
while they asked whither their beloved pastor was 
being taken, or heaped imprecations on the head of the 
author of tliis outrage. Some divested themselves of 
their mantles in order to throw them in the road of 
the carriage. The crowd grew by accessions from side 
streets and from the houses by the wayside, notwith-

»' ThU sentence wa« based on more tlum one royal decree. One oidor did 
not takc part in this act, which he choso to regard as execntive matter 

"The ordcr WM supplementod by another fuller and more specific in its 
mstructions. In the Uttcr, Terrones was ordered to take the preUte directly 
to San Juau de Ulúa, thcre to embark in the first ship sailing for Spain that 
might smt hun. I-or each day of servico, going and coming. Terrones would 
reoeive twelvo ducados de CaatUU, the notary four pesos de oro comun. and 

. fftîr? ^^''"}^'^ Pfy- AU of these expenses, as weU as otbers which 
°Í^u !f ̂  , • **"i.,^ *? ^®' ^y ^^^ archbubop, and the tithe ooUector 

írÍÎLlîít'î^T.Æ.*' ^̂  ''^ ^ '' ̂ -̂ - ^- ^̂ - ̂ -. 
»The vioeroylud sent for Captain Diego de Armenteros to oommand 

t oT^w^ <»P*Mn »ppar«ntly having no stomach for the daty kept 
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^ûÊii Gelves standing Ocampo's order that none should go further 
jrimenofiiig than the church of Santo Domingo, until on reaching 
^iigtlierebel. Guadalupe, it numbered fully five thousand Indians, 
l^re tû embart negroes, and half-breeds. While the archbishop dined 
'oUaeil niayor, and rested, the people by degrees returned to the city, 
) Baltasar de there spreading the news and arousing general dis-
^y arclibisliop content. 
L^ífireplyoftlie That night the three oidores, whether influenced 
ID forcibly, aiid ^J partisans of the archbishop or fearful that their 
W an ann kt act ion had been has t}^ took counsel of one ano ther . 

t'i the court- ' ^^^ result was that Ibarra despatched a messenger 
'drawnbvfonr ^^ Terrones bidding him go slowly, for on the morrow 
'i^ iner havittff ^^® order t ouch ing t h e exile of t h e p re la te would un-
i'i the ckrcL doubtedly be revoked. On the morning of the 12th, 

,, ,„fj,p|' accordingl}", the three met formally, with Vallecillo 
,r •' i , ' as president, passed a resolution declaring that there 
,'', ,t . had been a lack of accord in the proceedings of the 

, , /^ previous day, and ordering that, while this point was 
^ considered, those having the prelate in custody should 

, ,,. return with him at once. Of this the viceroy had 
that witnûii- speedy information, and ordered t h e clerk of t h e audi-
es tne sobs oi encia to deliver up the document. The oidores met 
esoftnemen, again, and passed another resolution revoking the 
l pastor was foyj. orders of the l l t h , on the ground that they had 

heheadoftlie J^Q^ been passed b y a quorum, and order ing t h a t t h e 
themselvesof a rchbishop should be b r o u g h t back to Mexico.^° I n -

theroadof formed of th i s second meet ing of t h e oidores t he vice-
oDsfromsi'^^ roy ordered them into confinement within the palace, 
ide, notwitli- and that two relatores wlio had taken part with them 

should be put in prison. He also ordered that no 
^ Oneoidordií actiou should bc takeu in the matter of the revoca-
jJjg^Íificinits tion by the oidores, in which he had had no part. 
lepreíatídirecg Feariug lest tbe archbishop might renew the inter-
Î^TerronTwc'i'' dict, aud having strengthened his resolve by an appeal 
"'"'^''TT'Sé ^^ ^̂ ® fiscal, the marquis sent Tobar to the cathedral 
/̂ Jjjjgictor and the churches, to notify the chapter and the parish 
Doc. tí^' ̂ '*' priests not to obey any such order on the part of their 

"" %íf ^^í' *" "̂ ®̂ document was not properly authenticated because the deputy clerk 
o ̂ ^ -̂  stood in fear of the viceroy. Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. ii. 247-50. 
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superior till the delegate should have rendered his 
decision. Tobar found the cathedral doors shut, al-
though the building was full of people, but obtained 
admittance after some delay. Not without opposition 
he read the order from the steps of the high altar, and 
was promised obedience by the provisor and the chap-
ter; but the parish priests rcplied that they had no 
power to suspend or impede what their superior might 
determine. 

In order that the archbishop might not attempt to 
influence in any way the delegate at Puebla, the vice-
roy despatched a messenger to Terrones, with orders to 
avoid that city and to take another road," A halt had 
been made at the town of Guadalupe for the purpose 
of allowing the archbishop to rest, and of this he 
availed himself to issue two additional decrees. In the 
first, after reciting his visit to the audiencia, his arrest, 
and his deportation to this place, the prelate declared 
that the president and oidores, as weîl Terrones, Za-
vala, Perea, and Osorio, together with Ocampo and 
the alguaciles of the guard, had incurred the censures 
mentioned in the canon clementia si quis suadente di-
aholo and the bull in cæna domini.*^ This decree was 
made known at once to all the persons named therein, 
except the president and oidores, with an offer of ab-
solution if sought within six hours. The second edict 
was addressed to the clergy, reciting the facts men-
tioned in the first edict and ordering an interdict to 
be established. 

The archbishop had wished to remain still longer 
at Guadalupe, but Terrones insisting, he consented at 
length to go on, and the night was passed at the 
hermitage of Santa Isabel. On the foUowing even-
ing he reached San Juan de Teotihuacan. On the 
morningof the 13th Terrones entering the bed-cham-
ber of the archbishop found him stiU abed. H e de-

*> He sbould send back Osorío. wbose services were needed in Mexioo. 
"The names of the excommunicated were ordered to be posted in tbe 

Moal manner. Id., 191-8. 
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sired the prelate to dress and to enter the carriage 
which was in waiting at the door. Informed of the 
action of the oidores the archbishop pleaded that his^ 
health would not allow him to pursue the journey for 
the present. Terrones insisting, he replied curtly that 
a formal order would alone have weight with him.^ 
I t was indecent that a person of his quality should be 
carried off in this manner, when there was nothing in 
his conduct to warrant such treatment; and were he 
to go willingly he might be accused of a desire to 
proceed to Spain on an errand of his own. Not 
wishing to take extreme measures Terrones sent to^ 
Mexico for further orders. Alarm at his spiritual 
plight may have been one of the reasons why Ter-
rones consented to humor the prelate, but for this he 
was reprimanded by the viceroy, who also rebuked 
his negligence in allowing the issue of fresh excom-
munications,** intimating that a prompt execution of 
orders would be more pleasing than a waste of time 
in sending despatches and awaiting answers. A little 
compulsion would do no harm.*" 

The afiiicted Terrones accordingly issued orders for 
departure. The luggage was sent on before, the car-
riage stood in readiness, but no archbishop appeared. 
A t first the attendants of the prelate gave out that 
he was at his prayers, and then that he had gone for 
a walk; but, on more special inquiry, it was found 
that he was actually in the church of the Franciscan 

^' ' Y no en otra manera, y que esto daba y diô por respuesta.' Id., 259. 
** While expressing sympathy for the iUness of his grace, Gelves intimated 

that the compUint might be merely a pretence. 
** Torres, the messenger, afterward testified that Gelves bade him tell 

Terrones: 'Si el dicho seûor arzobispo dificultase el proseguir en U jomada y 
para esto se acostase, que ordenase á Don Diego de Armenteros y á Us guardas, 
que con la misma cama se metiese en el coche habiéndole apercibido primero 
que se vistiese y aprestase.' Father Domingo Navarro Fortunio, who accom-

Î
anied the archbishop on the joumey, testified that on receiving this order 
'errones said, his eyes filUng with tears: 'Qué compadrazgos tengo yo con el 

se or arzobispo, ni qué he hecho yo para que se me trate tan infamemente.' 
Id., 405, 261. An order also came that four members of the cathedral chapter. 
who had come to San Juan Teotihuacan by vote of the chapter for the purpos& 
of accompanying the archbishop to Vera Cruz, should travel one day's joumey 
at least in advance. 
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convent.** Terrones followed him, accompanied by 
the alguacil mayor, Torres, and four of the reluctant 
guard. On entering the church thev found the prel-
ate, in rochet, cape, and stole, stanJing by the high 
altar, while the ciborium was open with the host in 
remonstrance within. Terrones, weeping, upbraided 
him for thus forcing extreme measures, saymg that 
he had lost his honor, and his life was forfeit to the 
viceroy's wrath. To this outburst the prelate replied 
calmly that he could not continue the journey, for he 
was engaged in visiting oflBcially the altar of the 
parish. Saying this, he took from the ciborium a 
wafer which he placed on a paten, and holding this 
in his hands he seated himself close to the altar. 
But soon the wily priest was carried away by the 
excitement attendant on a situation so dramatic, or 
possibly he determined purposely to heighten its 
effect. When the alcalde again desired him to leave 
these things and to continue the journey, he burst 
into tears, exclaiming that he had not wished to re-
sort to this extremity in Mexico, for the land was 
newly* christianized, and he feared lest the faith of 
the Indians might be shaken by the occurrence of 
events to them inexplicable. " Here, however," he 
added, " all are Spaniards; just as I am take me 
away."*' Thus saying, he placed the paten upon the 
altar. 

Terrones then ordered the notary to instruct the 
captain of the guard to do as the viceroy had ordered. 
As, in obedience to the thrice repeated order, Armen-
teros and one of the guards began to ascend the steps 

tf Armenteros says that the arohbishop went to the chnrch in an artful 
manner. without cven a bat, and as if for a short stroU. Id., 423 

« ' Y paefto en csU fonna, habUndo Us dichas paUbn«, dijo le Uevaaen 
oomo estaba. Id., 283. Tbe account of the arohbishop's taking refuse in the 
cbarcb rcat* in the main on tbe swom testimony of Diego Ton-es tb« 
notary, who in tus officul capacity bas fuU opportunity of knowing wbereof 
he spoke, and whoM> worda bear with them intriusic evidence of tlSir truth. 
He statetl that Uie aichbuhop accnsed Gelves of having forced the oidorea to 

r» the order for hu exUe, addm^ that the vioeroy was the greatest tyrant 
the world, and that Torre. might teU him so. Z)oc HittTMex., séríe U. 

tom. 111. 8. ' 



CLERICAL CUNNING. 57 

of the altar, the archbishop arose, and lifting the 
paten on high before them he said: " L e t us see if 
there be a Christian man so dead to shame ás to lay 
hands on Jesus Christ." The intangible power of the 
church was still paramount. Serna successfully played 
the part of Becket, but to Armenteros and his men 
the spirit of the Norman knights was lacking; burst-
ing into tears they retired.*^ On his part Terrones 
exclaimed: "My lord, you have wrought my un-
doing!" To this Serna replied: "Sir doctor, I but 
work in the cause of your worship and that of these 
poor fellows." The alcalde took his wonted way out 
of diflScuIties, and bade Torres ride with speed to 
Mexico in order to give an account to the viceroy of 
the turn matters had taken. The latter merely re-
plied that Terrones should be recalled and give place 
to a man who would carry out orders rather than 
write despatches. AII that night the prelate remained 
at the post he had chosen near the high altar, taking 
such rest as he could on its steps, regardless of the 
cold. AII night the sacrament remained exposed on 
that altar while the guard kept watch by turns.*' 

^ I have already had occasion to speak of the faint-heartedness of Armen-
teros in this matter. He Umented that he was an unfortunate man. 'Que 
no tenU mas que ima vida, y esa la habU de perder por Dios y su rey.' Id.t 
ii. 423. 

^' In the moming the archbishop, wishing to celebrate mass, desired aU 
who had come under the ban of the church to withdraw. This request how-
ever was denied, for Terrones held that neither he nor any of hU party were 
excommunicated, since, as the preUte weU knew, they were acting under 
compulsion, and the mass was îeft unsaid. The request for continuing the 
joumey again met with a refusaL The archbishop said he knew the audi-
encU bad issued an order for his retum to Mexico, but if Terrones could 
produce one of Uter date from the same body, wbereby he was required to 
pursue hU way to exUe, he would cheerfuUy obey it. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OVERTHROW OP QELVES. 

1624. 

teK ISTKBDICT LÂUITCHED AOAiyST THE CAFITAIÍ—EXCITEICENT AMOMO THB 

PoPCTLACE—THE RABBLE ijx ARMS—ATTACK ON THE PALACE—^THI 
Gk>VERNHENT DECLAKED VESTED IM THB OIDOBES—^THEIB SCHEMES TO 

SECCBE CONTBOL—FUOHT OF GELVES—^TBIUMrHANT ENTRT Or THB 

ABCHBISHOP—REACTIONABT MEASURES BT THE AUDIENCIA—^THE VICB-
BOT UNDER RESTBAENT—His V A I N NEOOTIATIONS FOB RETUBN TO 
PowEB—GATHERINO EVIDENCB—MEASURES BT THB ELINO—CEKBALVO 
SBNT A8 VICEBOY—NoMiNAL RESTOBATION 07 GELVES AND TBIUM* 

FHAI^ ENTBT—PBOCEEDINOS AOAINST THE RIOTEBS—FATE 07 SXBNA 
AND GELVES—SlONITICANCB 07 THE OUTBBEAK. 

AMONG the oldest and most sacred spots of Anáhuac 
was Teotihuacan. During the early Nahua period 
its lofty pyramids were famed throughout the land, 
and under the Toltec empire it remained the religious 
centre to which pilgrims with rich offerings flocked 
from afar to worship in the temples of the sun and 
moon. Here kings and priests were elected, ordained, 
and buried, and here were fulminated oracles which 
overturned dynasties and caused nations to tremble. 
I t was in the village near this spot, now a mass of 
awe-inspiring ruins, that Archbishop Serna had taken 
a defiant stand within the convent church, and like 
his ancient forerunners he sent forth a decree which 
should rouse a people and overturn a ruler. This 
was nothing less than a new excommunication of the 
vicerov, together with an interdict upon the whole 
<»pital. The decree was intrusted to the priest Mar-
tinez de Recalde, who set out on horseback the even-
ing it was issued, the 14th of January 1624, and 
reached the city at dawn the following day. At half 

<68) 
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past five the name of the viceroy again appeared in 
the list of religious outcasts, and an hour later the 
interdict was read from the cathedral pulpit to such 
of the faithful as were present at matins. The chant 
of the choir ceased immediately, the candles upon the 
altar were extinguished, the massive doors closed 
upon the devout, who, weeping, spread throughout 
the city the sad tidings, crying that the land was now 
as one possessed by Moors, since God had gone from 
among them. Soon, too, the willing feet of priests 
were hastening to bear the decree to the other 
churches and convents of the town. AIl were closed 
save the convent of La Merced, which remained open 
during the morning, while from every beifry toîled 
forth the dread tidings to the awakening city. 

The events of the past four days had been at work 
in the minds of the ignorant. The archbishop's 
mania for excommunicating, and the opposition of 
the viceroy to one whom they had been taught to 
regard as more than human, if somewhat less than 
divine, had formed the sole topic of conversation, and 
all day long and till late into the night excited knots 
of men hung about the plaza and the street corners 
predicting some dreadful catastrophe. They were 
faithful children, these poor Mexicans, of a church 
the tenets of which to them consisted simply in their 
outward manifestation, while they gratefuUy remem-
bered that its ministers had ever stood, or endeavored 
to stand, between them and the tyranny and greed 
of their lay masters. Of this the partisans of the 
prelate failed not to remind them. If an occasional 
skeptic hinted at episcopal missteps, the faithful ex-
pressed themselves as only too willing to give their 
all for his ransom. They could not bear to see the 
representative of heaven driven forth like a criminal. 
To many it seemed an overwhelming calamity, and 
impressed by the popular disquietude others readily 
drifted into the current of excitement which at any 
moment might develop into a storm. 
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At eight o'clock on the morning of the 15th the 
great square was full of excited people. Cristôbal de 
Osorio, regarded as one of the chief oppressors of the 
archbishop, passed through it in his carriage and was 
recognized by some boys. Cries of "heretic," "ex-
communicated dog," and the like came lustily from 
their throats until Osorio, losing his temper, ordered 
his servants to chastise them. The boys defended 
themselves with stones, and at length forced the 
coachman to drive toward the palace for protection.* 
The viceroy, who was still iii his bed, received a 
probablyexaggerated account of theattack and ordered 
out the guard to the rescue. Though roughly handled 
at first, the boys were soon reénforced by others and 
at length joined by many of the idle men who flocked 
to the spot. Armed with sharp fragments of stone 
gathered from the spot where the cathedral was 
a-building, they soon forced the guard to retire within 
the palace gates, against which the mob, which had 
now assumed formidable proportions, threw itself. 
Gelves \vith characteristic valor would have sallied 
forth sword in hand, but from such a rash proceeding 
he was dissuaded by Admiral Cevallos and others 
who happened to be with him. He contented himself 
therefore with ordering the general call to arms to be 
sounded from the palace roof, and displaying from a 
window the pendant used during the negro trouble in 
1612. The call of the trumpet served first to summon 
aid to the rabble, and, amidst the encouraging cries of 
his fellows, one of the crowd mounted a ladder and 
tore down the flag, which soon waved in triumph from 
one of the cathedral towers. But the rioters lost little 
time in idle demonstrations. Some busied themselves 
in an attempt to fire the palace gate, others sought to 

> The Mthor of the Rdaeion Svmaria says that tbe boys were nrged on by 
* P"f^ , **• • j'r. ^ * ' ?' "̂ !"* ^** *̂ ® tt»«>ry of the causes of tbe tnmaí& 
wbich Gelvee aod hu fnends endeavored to have adopted, and althouffh Uter 
clergyroen witaeeses onaniinously oontradicted thU, Doc. Hist. Mex^aérie U. 
tora. u. 876-345, there can be no doubt that the secuUr clergy was to a oreat 
•xtent reeponsible for the acts of the mob on this day. 
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free the prisoners in the jail, all shouting the while: 
"Viva la fé de Jesucristo; viva la Iglesia; viva el rey 
nuestro senor, y inuera el mal gobierno de este luterano 
herege descomulgado!" The bravado of the untrained 
populace grows more demonstrative the less it is op-
posed, and presently the rioters began to cry that, 
unless their pastor^ were restored to his flock and the 
imprisoned oidores liberated, they would put an end 
not only to all in the palace but to the tribunals and 
the gentry as well. 

The situation was becoming serious, for the supply 
of arms was small even for the few defenders of the 
palace, and the fire at the gates grew hot. I t hap-
pened that the oidor Cisneros, who had not taken part 
in the proceedings wliich led to the arrest of the arch-
bishop, was among the first to obey the general sum-
mons of the viceroy. He now, kneeling, besought 
Gelves to recall the prelate, and in this he was sec-
onded by other prominent persons. To this Gelves 
at length gave consent, albeit against his will, for he 
was still inclined to offer a stout resistance to rebels. 
The decree which he signed was intrusted for trans-
mission to the senior inquisitor, who as he left the 
palace showed it to the crowd. But the mob had no 
faith in the viceroy, and notwithstanding the general 
freedom promised them they clamored still for the 
release of the oidores and the issue of the decree by 
them. Gelves had to yield, and now the mob was 
persuaded by the popular marqués del Valle to put 
out the fire at the gates, while some Franciscans per-
suaded a large number to depart from the spot.^ One 
faction in moving away amid exultant demonstrations, 
sought to obtain the pendon de la fé from the inquis-
itors; and balked in this they took Varaez from his 
confinement and carried him round in triumph. 

This lull by no means suited certain parties; and a 
rumor that the archbishop was to be executed assisted 

' 'Que lo habian desterrado por defensor de su Iglesia.' Id., 313. 
' Gaviria claims credit for having aided in this dispersion. 

_ r^^.. 
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to draw the rabble again to the plaza. A number now 
raised the cry to break open the prisons in one end of 
the palace, partly with a view to plunder the building. 
The lower jail was easily entered, but not so the upper 
and main portion, whereupon torches were applied.* 
Hetinforced with arms and ammunition the viceroy 
opened fire on the assailants, killing quite a number. 
This naturally exasperated the crowd, which, armed 
with arquebuses, broke into the archiepiscopal palace, 
ascended to the roof, and began to return the fire from 
the viceregal palace. Gelves now found himself in 
greater strait than ever, for the mob was increasing 
both in number and fury, and the fire extended rapidly. 
Finding it necessary to release the prisoners lest they 
be burned alive, he opened the cell-doors on condition 
that the inmates should assist in quenching the flames,' 
but most of them hastened to join the mob. 

Meanwhile the oidores had done nothing beyond 
issuing tame appeals for order and urging upon the 
viceroy not to persist in opposing the people but 
rather to retire,* a not very easy task, had he so 
desired. In response to their appeals the people 
shouted that they should assume control and remain 
in the city hall.' Only too eager to comply with so 
flattering a demand, the oidores turned for advice to 
officials and notables present, not omitting the clergy, 
whose fears prompted but the one counsel of compli-
ance; and so, after much pretended hesitation, they 
yielded, in token of which the city standard was un-
furled at 5 p. M. A t the same time Gaviria proclaimed 
himself captain-general, and set forth to summon citi-
zens to join him in suppressing the riot. H e took the 

• The yioeroy's support^rs sUte that powder alone was nsed. whUe oppo-
nents decUre that more than 100 penous were kiUed, and Cavo accepta the 
Utter version. Tret Stgloa, j. 274. 

»This act he describesas prompted purely by commiaeration. Mex., ReL 
Srm., 10. 

• 'To sorrender bimself a prís(ner' to them. Id 

• 1 'AÍ****? ^T **'*̂ °"? '^uí" '̂ * " * ^ y "»*"• y qoe h*l>«an de pereoer 
« d e ^ de tomar al gobiemo.' C'arto de Ui Ciudad, in Doe. HUtrMex.. 
sáne iL tom. m. 144. ' 
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iiioneendof direction of Tlatelulco, wi th a view to mee t t h e large 
^^fibnildÍDff force of Indians who were said to be gathering there 
'tsothenp̂ i iii^iiding to march to the main square. 
were applie * ^^^ ^^^^ ^̂ ™® ^^® rabble a t t he palace were hav ing 
^ the vicero their own way, with little or no attempt at interfer-
lite a numbp ence on t h e pa r t of t he oidores remaining a t t he city 
^bich annwi hadl. Gelves even charges t h e m wi th promoting t h e 
jjjgQ j I trouble,® and int imates t h a t Gavir ia kep t away on 

/ / - ' purpose, so that he might be driven to extremes for 
^ 1,. i™!" t h e benefit of Gaviria 's par ty. P a r t of the palace 

. ^ ,'" was already in t h e hands of t he sackers, and the vice-
increaaiig j,Qy. ^̂ ^̂  j^jg adherents were beaten further and further 

tendedrapidlj, ^ack, wi th loss both in dead and wounded. F ind ing 
onersiesttliey ^jiat it would not be possible to hold out much longer, 
rs on condition and warned by the insensate outcry against him, 
ÍDgtheflames,' Gelves resolved t o seek safety in flight. H e donned 
niob. t h e garments of a servant,^ took off his well known 

)thÍDg beyoDd spectacles, and favored by the darkness he mingled 
n̂gupontbe ^ wi th t he mob, shout ing awhile as lustily as any of 

le people but them against himself With two servants he there-
sk, had he so upon hurr ied t o San Francisco convent, and hid in a 
Js the people room behind t he refectory. 
rol and remain His departure gave the signal for a general aban-
omplywithso donment of the palace, which the rioters now over-
Iforadviceto ran, plundering and destroying, and respect ing not 
(rtheclergy, even the sacred vessels and images in t he chapel. 
1 of compli- T h e y also sacked t h e houses of Armen te ros and t h e 

'., ,• jw viceregal asesor, and would have extended thei r raid 
^] i\ rásUD- against o ther adherents of the opposite par ty , per-
• laimeil ^^P^ against any one whom it might pay to p lunder ; 

•^^P^" jjj, b u t Gavir ia now re turned a t t he head of an over-
^n^? kthe whelming force of citizens. W h a t e v e r may have 
^^^ been his motives t hey could no longer be promoted 

yjgjppo, by countenancing t he riot, which now threa tened to 
Jjjlcepií*'" endanger t h e common interest . I t was not long, 

^ therefore, ere hé had cleared t he palace and i ts neigh-
• Some of their people were actually led against the viceroy under Regidor 

iihiâiKÍel'^ Valmaseda. Mex., Rel. Svm., 10. 
te Si^- ' ^^^^ * "^^^^ ^^ °^ *̂ ® *̂*- ^'^^' ^^^ Siglos, i. 274. 
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borhood of all dangerous persons; the fire was extin-
guished, the wounded received due care, and patrols 
paraded the streets all night, keeping guanl and 
maintaining bonfires at the corners. 

Few, however, of those concemed in that day's tur-
moil thought of returning home, for another excite-
ment of a more pcacoful nature was in store. During 
the day the marqués del Valle, and the bearers of the 
audiencia order, had come up with the archiepiscopal 
party, and urged upon the prelate to return at once 
and aid in calming the people. H e set out at 3 P. M., 
escorted by a crowd, which greatly swelled as he 
advanced. A t Guadalupe he was met by a proces-
sion of Indians with blazing torches, the advanco 
guard of many others, and the entry into the capital 
about midnight resembled that of a victorious mon-
arch. The houses were illuminated, the bells pealed 
merrily, and cheering crowds lined the street,*** im-
pressed more than ever by the grandeur and power 
of the church. In the morning the prelate removed 
the interdict, and then, borne aloft to the altar over 
the heads of the crowds, he held mass and chanted the 
te deum, the rest of the day, a Tuesday, being held 
as a feast. The dead rioters he buried free of cost, 
showing them particular honor, but the fallen defend-
ers of the palace he disregarded." 

The same day the audiencia took steps to plant 
themselves firmly in power, and rumor being brought 
by their zealous henchmen that the people were again 
showing uneasiness at the possibie restoration of 
G«lves, they seized this as a pretext for issuing a 
proclamation to the effect that they would retain the 
govemment. In this document were cited the views 
and wishes of judges, clergymen, and citizens of dif-

XTbe^ wonld not depart from the paUce till he came forth on the baloony 
to give his blesBÍng. Crowds rapUoea crowds. ' Tniian mas de qninientaa 
bacbu encfindidas • Doc. //'ist. Mex., sérU ii. tom. i i 284-6, 291. 296* Id 
iii iaO-1, etc. . . . •, 

" /rf., 94. Captain VeUeoo was at first decUred a heretic, but a haod-
SOTie fee indnoed the dergy to bury him. Mex., Rd. Svm., 11. The oidoree 
reoeived the fonnal thanks of the preUte for their action. 
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ferent degrees. AU the provinces were notified and 
ordered to obey the new rulers. The demand for 
maintaining order appeared to call for a standing 
force, and since this would strengthen their position, 

Dtiier̂ ''T ^^^y hastened to mass arms and enroll men, and 
r. . formed several companies, including a corps of cav-

T|^ alry from among the encomenderos under Captain 
,.^. , Legaspi. Contador Juan de Cervantes Casaus was 

, ^P'̂ V created maestre de campo. Three companies of one 
'^ ^^ ^'^'^^ hundred men each were regularly assigned for guard 
ouiatap.îi,, duty, their pay being taken from the drainage fund.^^ 
'̂ l̂l̂  ^ lifi A number of these were detailed to protect the 

by a proces- government house and enforce the behests of the au-
the advancc diencia, and ahother body attended Gaviria as escort. 

tothecapital He and his associates moved about with great pomp; 
;toriou8 inoD-, •banners wére lowered as they passed, and besides 
i bells pealed carrying staffs and other insignia they adopted the 
I street,'" im- broad frilled collar hitherto restricted to the higher 
ir and power nobles. The royal seal was brought from the palace 
lâte removed to the i r hall , and t h e papers of t h e viceroy were 
iealtarover seized, m a n y of t h e m being freely vent i la ted, notably 
dchantedthe his secret report on the character of the ofiScials. I t 
V beinffheld contained reflections far from flattering, and served 

I fpfipof cost ^^ increase the animosity against him, and to encour-
. 11 1 fguj. age host i l i ty. Indeed a number of his most excel lent 

* measures were annulled, wherever the oidores thought 
, 1 jj|. it for their interest to do so. The restriction on 

• K (rht bearing arms was removed, persons exiled for crimes 
)eiDgD ug were recalled, prisoners released, and apostates re-
lewereag stored to their orders. Further than this, many 
estoratio worthy oflScials had to yield their posts to adherents-
for issuing ^^ ^j^^ ^^.^ party, and among them Pedro Velez de 
ildreî '". Guevara, governor (5f San Juan de Ulúa, who was 
tedtbê ^̂ .. replaced by Francisco Bravo de la Serna, a nephew 
Itizensoiûi' ^£ ^YiQ archbishop." Pedro de la Gorreta, governor 

Qrtbon *''*..{,) ^ 'This levy amounted to 64,000 pesos a year. ArtiUery was placed on 
0*' ^^ ^n«. W ^ ® ^^^ ^^ *^® govemment house and doiible pass-words were a t íîrst required. 
liR 291)'»°' ' Id., 13. Fonseca states tha t merely 39,853 pesos were taken from the fund. 

.. Hist. Hac,v.m. 
M/áe. b"* * .TLÍ *' To this end he was first made corregidor of New Vera Cruz, and as soon 
" ^ " Tlie «w<"*' HiBT. MEX.. VOL. m . 5 
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of Acapulco, declined to surrender his post to the 
relative of Gaviria, who had been appointed to receive 
it. The public feeling against the viceroy was main-
tained by libellous notices and abusive songs; and 
although printers were not as a rule permitted to 
issue them, no restriction was placed on public de-
livery." 

These proceedings received encouragement from the 
effort of the viceroy to keep secret his hiding-place, 
cven from the oidores. They ferreted it, however, 
and placed a guard round the convent, ostensibly for 
his protection, but really to keep him prisoner. They 
also took precautions to restrict visits by allowing 
none to enter save with their permission.^^ Many of 
Ihose who came as visitors or servants wqre subjected 
to the indignity of search, and the viceroy's secretarj^ 
was confined elsewhere so as to be unable to commu-
iiicate with him. 

Notwithstanding the secrecy conceming his abode 
the viceroy had not failed from the first to let it be 
known that he was still among the living. On the 
very evening of his flight he had summoned Inqui-
sitor Juan Gutierrez Flores^* and Fray Juan de Lor-
mendi, guardian of the convent, atid commissioned 
them to treat with the audiencia for his restoration to, 
power, and for a meeting between them. They must 
also secure his papers. While considering themselves 
firmly enough established to follow their bent, the 
oidores ncvertheless thought it necessary to call a 

&s tbe fleet for Spain had sailed he assumed command. Guevara at first 
refuswl to yield, but certain proiniscs prevailed upon him. The alcalde mayor 
herc maintained himself in his officc, however, by command of Gelves Oram-
^Oo, TumuUos, MS., 17. 

'• Even boys sang couplets on the streete, one oí which ran: 
* Ahora TÍTamos en naeatrm ley, 
Qne Do hay Tlrey.' 

The arcbbisbop allowed an abusive attack on the viceroy to be printed by 
one Cristôbal Ruiz. ^ f / 

»*•¥ que matasen al vircy, si instase de hecho en su salida.' Doe HisL 
Mex., série iL tom. iii. 97. Thc viceroy's defenders point out that the pUcinir 
of a few gnards at \ araez asylum haíl raised a teníbU outcry, but none o t 
Jected to the present MoUtion. 

>• Also visitador of Peru. GrambUa, Tumultoe, MS., 15. 
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ited to receiv meeting of leading men to give them support. They 
roy ĵĵ ' failed not to magnify the danger of restoring to power 

so unpopular a viceroy. A civil war might thereby 
be ignited which would not only imperil the lives and 
estates of every Spaniard in New Spain, but the in-
terests and authority of the crown itself Although 
the marqués del Valle among others made some blunt 

• ,.,. . objections to these manifest efforts of the oidores to 
ingplace, retain control, yet their influence and arguments pre-

it, However, vailed in obtaining a very respectable endorsement. 
t,ostensiblyfor The more prudent refrained from committing them-
pnsoner. They selves. Thus strengthened iii their position, Gaviria 
its by allowinff and his colleagues replied to Gelves that he had been 
on.'' Manyof deposed, not by t hem b u t by t h e people, and had vir-
were subjecteí ^ tual ly admit ted t h e removal by abandoning his post. 

;roy's secreiar/ •Under the circumstances the law and the popular 
ible to commn- will demanded that they should administer the gov-

ernment till the king decided in the matter. He 
"DÍDcr his abode m i g h t confer with any oidor, b u t i t would not be ad-
Tsttoletitbe visable for t hem to meet him as a body. H i s pr ivate 
ivÍDff. Ontk papers would be surrendered, b u t not ofiScial docu-
mDODed Inqui- ments nor his estate. 

Jnan de Lor- On receiving this answer the viceroy, partly with 
I commissioned ^ view of sounding his opponents, proposed to leave 

rpstorationtfl, • ^^^ Spain since it was not proper that he should re-
* Thevniust main after being deprived of his position. I t was 
?• ,, Lx^ also necessary that he should be allowed to consult 
?̂  hp t the with his secretary, his confessor, and other persons, in 

''̂ '̂̂  ' jl j order to prepare the report which the king expected 
^ ^ from him. Moreover he needed funds for the support 

Gaenai^^ of himself and followers. To this came the replythat 
^TheâÍaWeJJ the viceroy could not be permitted to leave before his 
uioiGi^'^ residencia was taken. B u t residencia in th i s case 
^JSÍ: could not be taken except by special order from the 

king, it was urged, since the office had not been left 
loytobepw''̂ '' in due form, and bonds would be g iven if requi red . 

,2)( .íi* This caused the audiencia to yield and offer a vessel, 
" "'"J at his own expense however. Shortly after they 

jowy''"' changed their mind and paid no attention to proposaís 
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for his departure.^^ I t was thereupon agreed that a 
few assistants would be given to prepare despatches, 
and certain means for ex:penses, hut no officials could 
be allowed to act for him as messengers to Spain.^* 
The notaries, however, and other ofiBcials necessary 
for giving formality to the viceregal documents were 
either withheld or delayed, so that negotiations broke 
off for some days, and more than one opportunity was 
thus purposely lost to Gelves for sending reports to 
the court. 

On February 7th the viceroy sent a formal protest 
to the audiencia. He had learned of their many 
proclamations and acts tending to rouse the people, 
and bring into contempt the royal authority vested 
in him. They had usurped the government, risked 
its subversion, and prevented him from fulfilling the 
obligations of his office. There could be only one 
head of government, and he, as that royally appointed 
head, now required the oidores to obey him as vice-
regent, governor, captain-general, and president, re-
store him to office, and protect his person with the 
force enrolled, under penalty of being declared rebels, 
together with their supporters, a penalty involving 
death and confiscation. 

In the expectation of such notices it is not to 
be wondered at that visitors to the convent were 
searched. The audiencia did not fail to express disap-
proval of the- extreme language used, and regret that 
the inquisitor should have undertaken to carry it. 
This official was henceforth forbidden entrance into 
the convent. After two days of deliberatioh the 
oidores replied in equally formal manner, in the king's 
name, addressing Gelves as marquis and ex-viceroy. 
They recapitulated the different acts of despotism 

" ' Teniendo dispuesta mi jomada y embarcacion, la impidieron contra mi 
voluntad.' Gelves' representation of September 1, 1624, in Doc Hist Mex 
sérieii. tom. iii. 197. See also Id., 95-6. He might change his piace of 
abode within New Spain. Mex., Rel. Svm., 14. 

18 It was resolved by the oidores to treat all matters with the vicerov in 
couiicil and in wnting. 
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which gave rise to the popular commotion that 
caused him to abandon the palace, such as (^isobey-
ing royal orders; withdrawing right of appeal; pre-
venting the audiencia from administering justice and 
fulfilling the duties of their office; suppressing letters 
and interfering with the free use of mails to the court 
and elsewhere; proclaiming that no will but his own 
should prevail, even in spiritual matters, to which 
end he had exiled the archbishop and imprisoned the 
oidores. These and other outrages had so irritated 
the people as to compel the audiencia, by common 
acclamation, and by cédulas providing for such cases, 
to assume government and save the country from 
ruin. Tribunals, secular and ecclesiastic bodies, and 
citizens generally had further required them to retain 
this power for the safety of all. The efforts of the 
marquis to resume his late office were, under the cir-
cumstances, dangerous to peace, and he was ordered 
to desist, under penalty of being held responsible for 
any trouble and disaster that might arise in conse-
quence. He was, moreover, commanded to obey the 
audiencia.^^ 

Without the power to enfor.ce his demands Gelves 
could merely continue to issue protests while declaring 
that he would do nothing that might cause disturbance. 
Yet he objected to certain measures of the audiencia 
as tending to irritate the people against him, and sent 
proclamations to municipalities and oitizens command-
ing them and other similar bodies in New Spain to 
maintain order and oppose the scandalous and dis-
loyal acts^ to which the despotic and inimical conduct 

" This document was signed by Licenciado Paz de Vallecillo, senior oidor 
and acting president, Doctor Galdos de Valencia, Licênciado Pedro de Ver-
gara GavirU, Licenciado Alonso Vasquez de Cisneros, Doctor Diego de Aven-
dano, the only don among the six, and LîcencUdo Juan de Ibarra. Counter-
signed by the escríbano mayor Godinez. The text of this and the preceding 
protest are given in full in Mex., ReL Svm., 14-18. The inquisitor consid-
ered the tone too strong, and declined to act as bearer. 

*" ThU evoked from the local authorities at Mexico merely a declaration of 
loyalty and of respect for the 'marquis.' Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 194-
205. Corregidor ÁviU, as a Srst cousin to Gelves, waá debaiTed from taking 
part in the consideration of these and later messages from his kinsman. 
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of the audiencia might give rise. This body issued a 
counter proclamation declaring Gelves to be actuated 
by malicious motives, and that his order was intended 
chiefly to draw attention from a defeated plot on the 
part of his nephew, Francisco Pimentel, to gather 
forces in support of the uncle while pretending tp 
raise them for Acapulco. Pimentel had been arrested, 
and all local authorities were charged to aid the au-
diencia in suppressing similar attempts.*^^ 

Meanwhile clergy, oidores, and local authorities 
of Mexico had combined to gather evidence against 
the viceroy, and in support of their acts, and this 
evidence together with exculpatory letters were for-
warded by the fleet under Oquendo which set sail 
for Spain shortly after the riot. The audiencia 
appointed for this mission Doctor Hernan CarriIIo 
Altamirano, legal adviser of that body, who had be-
come the sworn enemy of Gelves because of his inter-
ference with certain of the doctor's irregular sources 
of income.^^ The municipality of Mexico commis-
sioned at the same time Cristôbal de Molina y Pisa, 
oUe of the regidores whom Gelves had placed under 
arrest, and provided him with letters from different 
sources, and for the most influential officials in Spain.'^ 
In the representation to the king they depicted 
Gelves as a tyrannical, unscrupulous, self-willed, and 
violent man, who had made himself so generally feared 
and hated by all good citizens as finally to compel 
them to rise in self-defence.^ 

*i/d., 185-93. Gelves claimed that he had received many offers to aid him 
in recovering hU position, but he preferred not to endanger public peace. 
Mex., Rel. Svm., 13. 

^' He had once been arraigned for murder. Gelves had punished him and 
taken away 600 pesos of unUwful income derived by him from IndUns. He 
was now captain of one of the companies raised by the new rulers, and re-
ceived 10,000 pesos from the drainage fund for his joumey. Ib. 

^ Cavo alludes to him as the alférez real. Tres Siglos, i. 276. He was 
commissioned as procurador general, and carried letters to a number of 
leading men, such as Conde de Olivares, prime-minister, Conde de Monterey 
president of the council of Italy, to whose father Molino had been secretary' 
the ex-viceroy Montesclaros, now of the council of state, and the members 
of the IndU council. The different texts are given in Doc. Hist. Mex. série 
ii tom. iii. 152-74. 

" As a judge he had been crael and unjust; he had removed and appointed. 

l!i 
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The archbishop showed himself no less energetie 
in collecting and wording his evidence, in which he 
figured as a martyr to religion. The viceroy had in-
terfered also in his jurisdiction, and had persecuted 
clergymen and oidores for daring to expostulate. In 
support of his representation he did not hesitate t a 
include the declarations of aged nuns, who professed. 
to have beheld the viceroy's adherents in the form of 
demons, and to 'have heard a supernatural voice de-
nounce the marquis for his disobedience to the prel-
ate. To another had been revealed that those who 
attacked the palace were souls from purgatory led hy 
their guardian angel.'̂ ^ 

As for the viceroy, his documents and letters of 
defence were, after long delay, given an opportunity 
for transmission in the treasure fleet; but this was 
wrecked, with the loss of two millions of precious 
metals, and Gelves' majordomo, Juan de Baeza, went 
down with the documents in his charge.'^ Some 
earlipr reports by him and his adherents appear, how-
ever, to have reached Spain. 

The court was not a little astonished and perplexed 
on receiving the news from Mexico. I t could not well 

officials at will, selecting those who unscrupulously carried out his orders, 
without regard to their fituess; he had interfered with the duties of the 
audiencia and municipality, taking upon himself to decide in many of their 
affairs; he shocked the feelings of the community by his lack of respect for 
religion, thereby setting a dangerous example to evil-disposed persons. If 
the municipality had formerly praised the viceroy, it was due to intimida-
tion; for he had not only exiled the more independent regidores, but caused 
all their reports to be submitted to him, and to be fiUed with praise of him-
self. As for the rioters, they were chiefly IndUns and mestizos of feeble 
intelligence, actuated by a loyal though misdirected zeal for the king. Regi-
dores Gaviria and Valencia should be rewarded for their good services in 
restoring order. Ib., Libro Capituîar, pt. xxv. 82-8. 

*^The nun had prophesied the riot. Doc Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 
25-49. Other testimony appears on pp. 230-74. 

^Mex., Rel. Svm., 13. Umitia names the messehgers Melchor de Côr-
doba and Grerônimo de ValenzueU, and reUtes that the documents were 
smuggled into their hands by the aid of a Uborer at the convent where Gelves 
was living. They further took the precaution of leaving the city with dogs 
and falcons as if for a hunt. Once outside they hastened to Vera Cmz to 
embark on the iU-fated fleet with which they were to perish. Rel., in Mex. 
y sus Disturbios, MS., i. 363, 497. This smuggling probably applies to an. 
earUer report sent by Gelves. 

Lr. 
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be decided with whom the blame should rest, although 
the defense of the archbishop appeared by no means 
satisfactory. One thing was certain however, that 
the authority of the king had been defied in his repre-
sentative, and that an audiencia which had failed to 
support him at a critical moment could not be trusted 
with supreme control. I t was also the opinion of the 
nobles that exemplary punishment should be meted 
to the ringleaders, lest leniency give encouragement 
to greater disloyalty. But to this the marqués de 
Montesclaros objected, saying that "a child could in 
his majesty's name control the whole viceroyalty."''^ 
Time had evidently left a happy impression on the 
mind of the ex-viceroy. 

Nevertheless itwas decided to appoint a newruler; 
one possessed of firmness to assume control of an 
apparently disordered country and with sagacity to 
guide an investigation and restore harmony by recon-
ciling discordant elements, for it was not thought 
either prudent or needful to send troops. Such a man 
it was thought might be found in the governor of 
Galicia, Bodrigo Pacheco y Osorio, marqués de Cer-
ralvo,^^ who combined great physical strength with 
tried bravery, and while occasionally subject to pas-
sionate outbursts was reputed to be of jovial dispo-
sition and agreeable in manner, yet withal devout 
and addicted to study. These qualities had however 
contributed less, it is said, to obtain the favor which 
he enjoyed at court than the fortunate circumstance 
that he once saved the queen by carrying her away 
from a fire.^ 

Owing to the apparent urgency of the case Cerralvo 
hastened on his way accompanied by his marchioness 

" 'Un nifio podU atar y sujetar á todo este reino al servicio de S. M. con 
un cordel de Una.' Id., 370. 

28And relative of Pacheco, viceroy of Catalufia. Cortina, Doc Hist. Rd-
nado Fdipe, iv. 100-1. Portrait and autograph in Ribera, Gob. Mex., i 118. 

» He once kUled a corregidor with a dagger stroke in a just cause! 'Oncê 
every week he celebrated the communion. His confessor was a Pauline friar 
of groit piety, maater of the coUege of VillagarcU. Urrutia, Rd., in M^^Ty 
sus Disturbios, MS., i. 361-5. " 
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and two children,'*' and some eighty attendants and 
officers, four of them knights. H e was joined by 
oidores appointed to replace certain members of the 
doubtful audiencia, and by Martin de CarriIIo, inquisi-
tor of Valladolid, the latter bearing special instruc-
tions to investigate the outbreak and see to the 
punishment of the guilty. The party sailed in the 
fleet of General Chavez and reached Vera Cruz in 
September 1624.̂ ^ On the way to Mexico they were 
detained at different places by demonstrations, ad-
dresses, and petitions, and courted by a host of seekers 
for favôrs or clemency, in view of the prospective 
reforms and punishments to be ordained. A t Puebla 
the reception was particularly brilliant with triumphal 
arches, processions, bull-fights, and other perform-
ances. The bishop here sought to win the good 
graces of the marchioness by presenting a casket with 
perfumes and the like, all mounted in gold. The lady 
kept the perfume alone, returning the rest, whereat 
the prelate is said to have felt deeply mortified.^^ 

Cerralvo entered Mexico informally toward the end 
, j g (̂ gf. of October, conferred for some time with Gelves,^ and 

inquired into the state of affairs. One result was 
that he determined first to restore the dignity of his 
office, and to this end ordered the removal of the 
name of Gelves from the excommunication tablet^ 
and his reinstallation. This was a bitter pill to the 
higher officials, notably the oidores; but the new 
members of the audiencia assisted to overrule objec-

'" Vetancurt mentions only one, a daughter who died at Mexico in 1631. 
Trat. Mex., 14. 

' ' On approaching thU pUce two fast sailers advanced to gather news, and 
met cmising off the harbor two vessels sent by the audiencU to anticipate the 
report of any such arrival and what it might bode. Urrutia, ubi sup. 

'* ' Pienso que el despego tan impensado sirve de azada para abrirle en 
breve U sepultura.' Urrviia, Rel., in Mex. y sus Disturbios, MS., i. 443. 
Gifts from Gaviria were aJso declined. 

" UrrutU reUtes that Gelves made a retum visit to Chapultepec where 
the marchioness received him kneeling and in tears. Gelves also knelt and 
wept till Cerralvo made both rise. 

^* Portillo, the provisor then in charge of the diocesan a£^ rs, made objec-
tions, bnt Cerralvo peremptorily ordered obedience, and intimated that he 
had power to deal summanly even with preUtes. 
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tions. On the 30th of October the municipality, with 
the best grace possible, issued proclamations in accord-
ance with the order, declaring their joy at the pros-
pective re-entry of their viceroy on the morrow, and 
ordering a pompous celebration with salvos and fire-
works to testify " the affection which the city enter-
tained for the marquis."^^ 

On the 31st a vast procession of officials, nobles, 
gentry, and prominent citizens appéared at the con-
vent, whence the troops had been removed, and hat 
in hand the oidores made their bow. Gelves vaulted 
into the saddle and was escorted to the palace. Along 
the very streets so lately trodden by him as a decried 
fugitive shielded by the darkness, he now proceeded 
with the pomp of a victor, beneath arches and fes-
toons, amid salvos and ringing of bells,^^ beneath 
floral showers from fair hands, and amid the thunder-
ing cheers of countless spectators, who now and then 
made a diversion by cursing the oidores and other 
enemies of their beloved viceroy. A t the palace gate 
he was actually caught in the arms of the fickle popu-
lace and carried to where Cerralvo stood to receive 
him. In the evening came festivities with illumina-
tion and fireworks. Gelves did not, however, expect 
to assume executive power, for this he regarded as 
already vested in Cerralvo. H e merely came to 
triumph. The next day he left the palace, and fol-
lowed this time by a sorrow-stricken crowd entered 
the Franciscan convent at Tacuba, there to await his 
residencia.*^ 

The popular demonstrations at his entry and de-
parture were by no means so insincere as at first 
glance might appear. An interval of eight months had 
calmed men's passions considerably, and the rule of 
the audiencia had tended to exalt in the eyes of most 
citizens the salutary strictness of the overthrown gov-

^Mex., Rel. Estado, 30. 
•« At all the temples, save the cathedral, the Jesuit houses, and the Car-

melite convent. 
" Urrutia, Rel., MS., i. 441-61. 

ir,. 
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andde-

ernment. The annulling of Gelves' many reforms, the 
setting aside of pending indictments and verdicts, the 
permission so generally given to carry arms, greatly 
contributed to promote corruption and disorder among 
all classes. Monopolies again appeared in force to 
raise prices and grind the poor, aided by dishonest 
officials; rich and influential criminals bought them-
selves free, while humbler law-breakers languished 
in prison. Varaez appeared on the street with great 
ostentation, and proceeded to his alcaldia mayor to 
submit to residencia, accompanied by fifty horsemen, 
who were no doubt intended to intimidate honest wit-
nesses.^ Bandits again began to crowd the highways 
and commit depredations with impunity, and affairs 
assumed so forlorn an aspect that many became loud 
in their desire for the restoration of Gelves.^^ 

On the Sunday following the nominal reinstallation 
of his predecessor, Cerralvo took formal possession of 
office as fifteenth viceroy,*' and prepared to extend the 
needed reforms, yet in a manner more conciliatory and 
affable than that of Gelvos, so as to gain general good 
will. He showed also greater regard for some of the 
old oidores than had been expected, Vallecillo being 
recommended for promotion and Gaviria intrusted with 
several honorable commissions.*^ 

The residencia of Gelves was proclaimed with more 
than usual formality, owing to the peculiar circum-
stances of his rule. Fuiiy two hundred witnesses came 
from different parts to testify, the trial lasting fifteen 
months. In connection with this inquisition CarriIIo 

'8 He seized his denouncer Soto and forced him with threats to decUre hU 
testimony faUe. Soto afterward reaffirmed his statements. Mex., Rd. Svm., 
12.-

'• Yet such expressions were promptly suppressed. The oidores and regi* 
dores made money by sellingmonopoly licenses. Grambila, Tumultos,MS., 12-̂  
15. No energetic efforts were put forth to recover the booty taken from the 

Slace and other pUces during the riot, although a part was recovered. Doc. 
ist. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 92-3, 151-2. 

^November 3d, it appears, though Cavo and others place thU as the date 
of hÍB arrival at Mexico. Tres Siglos, i. 276. 

*^ A nephew of the Utter was appointed asesor to the viceroy. Mex., ReL 
Estado, 30. Grelves does not appear to have been quite pleased with this. 
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also iiivestigated the conduct of all concerned in the 
riot, including ecclesiastics by special assent of the 
pope,*"̂  yet with prudent leniency, for it was not 
po itic to stir the more powerful spirits. Examples 
were ipade among the less formidable. Many of these 
anticipated events by flight, but several officials in-
cluding two oidores were removed, four of those who 
led in the outbreak were executed, and five ecclesi-
astics who had hurried away to Spain^ were sent to 
the galleys.^^ In a proclamation to the people Cer-
ralvo announced that the trial had convinced the king 
of their loyalty. The outbreak was evidently caused 
by rancor against the marqués de Gelves personally. 
Filled with a desire to affirm their love aiid remove 
even the suspicion of disloyalty among vassals of 
Spain, his Majesty decreed that all who were ar-
raigned or in prison for supposed complicity in the 
riot should be released unconditionally.** 

Archbishop Serna was among those who had hur-
ried out of the way to Spain. The effect of his con-
duct in causing riot and overihrow of the royal repre-
sentative must have startled him when sober second 
thought prevailed. His position became uncomfort-
able; he felt that he must personally plead his cause 
at court, and in the spring of 1624 he departed from 
Mexico. The desire to anticipate the disgrace of a 
i-ecall may have been an additional motive. Highly 
commendatory letters were given to him by the 
municipality and others, and, still warm in their zeal, . 

" Urban VIII., Cartas, in Tumultos de Mex., MS., 141. 
"Doc fíist. Mex., série iL tom. iii. 123-4; Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 277. 

Charges being made that Cerralvo had unduly favored Gelves and influenced 
the inquisidor, testimony was taken with an almost unanimous approval o£ 
the viceroy's course. In this document appear the following as new mem-
bers of audiencia: Oidores Juan de Álvarez Serrano, Don Antonio Canseco, 
Miguel Ruiz de la TOITC, Juan de VilUvena Cubiaurre, and fiscal Yfiigo de 
Argûello y Carbajal. Oidor Avendano remains. The officers of the visita are 
also named. Cerralvo, Inform., in Mcx. ?/ sus Disturbios, MS., ii. 221-477. 

" This did not exempt those already alluded to from punishment as trait-
ors and robbers. Text of procUmation dated December 25, 1625, in Doc Hist 
Mex., sérieii. tom. i. 209-12; Tumultos de Mex., MS., 137-8. Befo're hiá 
departure Carrillo ordered city officUIs to give residencU. They protested 
and were exeæpted from a review of charges akeady passed by. Cedulario 
Nuevo, i. 336; Libro Capitular, pt. xxvi. 255. 
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the people contributed a huíidred thousand pesos for 
his journey.** A prelate whose obstinacy had been 
the chief cause for bringing into contempt a royal 
representative, and into peril the authority of the 
crown, so as to require costly and radical measures, 
such a man could not expect a welcome. H e was 
certainly treated coldly; but the pope felt pleased 
with so firm a champion of the church, and recom-
mended his cause to the king. Other influences were 
brought to bear; so that Serna was partially restored 
to favor and granted the important see of Zamora. 
He died in 1631, with the reputation of an able bishop 
and a benevolent man.*^ His successor at Mexico, 
appointed in 1628, was Francisco Manzo y Zúniga, 
one who as member of the India Council, and in other 
political positions, had been trained not to imperil 
royal interests for ecclesiastic prerogatives. So at 
least it was supposed. 

Gelves came off with honor from thé residencia, as 
a righteous judge, zealous for the administration of 
justice, for the public good, and the service of the 
king.*'̂  After the conclusion of the trial he left for 
Spain,*^ and was well received. His delay in coming 
had allowed time to soften the remembrance of his 
unfortunate mishaps, for success is above all expected 
from the agent; and now his family influence*^ could 
be wielded to greater advantage. 

*'Mex., Rél. Svm., 13. In their letter the cabildo pray the king to send 
• him back with greater power. Doc Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 169-70. 
Cavo says that he was recalléd to suffer humilUtion for some time. Tres Sig-
los, i. 277. 

** Gonzalez Dávila attributes to him Carrillo's appointment as visitador. 
Tcatro Ecles., i. 45. Lorenzana assumes continual favor for him with the 
king. Concilios Mex., 1555-65, 217. But this Sosa does not admit, althcugh 
he does not agree with Cavo. Episc Mex., 66. . The representations of the 
pope in 1625, m his behalf, indicate that he did remain awhile under a cloud. 
Cartas, in TumuHos de Mex., MS., 139-40. But Lacunza's allusion to deep 
disgrace isnot bome out. Disc. Hist., 491. 

*' 'Sentencia, la dio el Visitador.. .en 14 de Abril de 1627.' Mex., Rel. 
Estado, 31. 

^^Several writers, followed by Zamacois, state that he left in 1624, but he 
himself declares that he remained in the convent fully a year after Cerralvo's 
inauguration. He appears to have sent a letter from Mexico on January 29, 
1626. Id., 30. 

** He was reUted to the powerful conde duque de Olivares. 
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The monarch had good reason to be dissatisfied 
with the leading personages in this outbreak, with 
the viceroy for being so exacting and unyielding, and 
with the prelate for his excess of zeal, when, as one 
who professed to set an example in humility, he 
should have contented himself with a protest and 
appeal to the sovereign, especially in view of the in-
significance of the point involved and the well known 
temper of the marquis. The ecclesiastics, on whom 
the crown above all relied for supporting its au-
thority, since troops were not kept, had been the 
chief promoters of the riot, wherein they proved 
themselves possessed of a power greater than that of 
the state. This influence had been strengthened by 
the triumphant return of the archbishop,. jand ex-
tended not alone over Indians and mestizos, but over 
the creoles. The Ávila-Cortés conspiracy, a half-
century before, had been an outburst on the part of 
landed proprietors, with little hold on the people; 
here on the other hand came in action a wide-spread 
feeling rooted among the very sinews of the colonists 
and directed against the more favored children of 
Spain, those of Iberian birth who had come across 
the sea to fill the best and largest number of offices, 
with the intention merely of enriching themselves in 
New Spain and then turning their back upon the 
country. I t is not strange that those born on the 
soil, and bound to it by every tie, should look with 
disfavor on these interlopers whô not only encroached 
on their rights and possessions, but treated them with 
contempt.^" The revelation of this antipathy, which 

'"The importance of the Gelves outbreak, and the wide-spread interest af-
fected thereby, called forth a mass of documents and accounts as we have 
already seen. Among the most valuable are those given in Docwmentos para 
la Historia de Mexico, série ii. tom. ii.-iii., 27 in number, collected by the 
knight Echeverría y VeitU, and including orders, petitions, and representa-
tions from different sources, yet for the greater part in support of the arch-
bishop, and most of the remainder in favor of the audiencia and cabildo. The 
only important paper on Gelves' side had already appeared in print. This 
partiality induced the historian José F. Ramirez to coUect a complementary 
set of documents bearing on the other side. This exists in two 4to volumes of 
close manuscript under the title of Mexico y sus Disturbios, obtained by me 

m 
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could not fail to extend in*a certain degree also to 
the home government, naturally alarmed the king, 
and was a main reason for the clemency observed; but 
few well directed steps were taken to profit by the 
lesson in conciliating the creoles, and their number 
and feeling grew apace till they became irresistible. 

from Ramirez' library, whereof the first contains several important reUtions 
by UrmtU, partly in condensed form; and the second, a lengthy report by 
the secretary of Gelves, Tobar Godinez, and one in favor of Seraa, from an 
early rare publication also in my possession. A third volume folio, Tumultos 
de Mexico, collected by the same gentleman, contains original documents and 
early copies bearing chiefly ou the investigation, its results and subsequent 
acts. Grambila, Tumultos de Mex., is an original folio manuscript iu defence 
of Gelves; another, Relacion de TumuUos, opposes him. Among the rare 
accounta printed at this time are: Mexico, Reíacion Svmaria, drawn for Gel-
ves by Inquisitor Flores and Friar Lormendi; Rdacion dd Estado en que... 
hállo los Reynos, also prepared by him; Memorial de lo Swcedido, in favor of 
Sema; Burguillos, Memorial para.. .Carillo, by Gelves' confessor; Garzes de 
PortiUo, En la Denianda, bearing on the sanctuary privilege. From one or 
more of these sources have been prepared a number of accounts with more or 
less impartiality, yet none of them complete or reliable, events subsequent to 
the actual riot being almost wholly ignored. Cavo for instances claims to 
have used five accounts, three of them in favor of Gelves, yet his clerical bias 
is too evident. Much fairer is Sosa, Episc. Mex., 59-63, Ríbera, Gob. Mex., 
i. 113-17, and .áZcaraz, in Liceo Mex., ii. 121 et seq. Dicc. Univ., x. 653-63, 
gives Cortina's imperfect version. Mora is very faulty. Mex. y sus Rev., iv. 
suppl. 2-43. Comparatively brief or unimportant are the accounts in Vetan-
cvrt, Trai. Mex., 13; Lorenzana, in Condlio Prov., 1555-65, 216; Cortés, 
Hist. N. Esp., 21-2; Sigiienza y Gfongora, Parayso Oecid., 124, 448; Alegre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 146-51; Crônica dd Cármen, vi. 757; Gage, Voy., i. 
225-45; Medina, Crôn. S. Diego, 151-2; Velcísco, Exalt. Divina, 39-44; Gri-
jalva, Crôn. S. Agust., 110 et.seq.; Revista Mex., i. 81 et seq.; Itsher's Nat. 
Mag., i. 249-54; Mayer's Mex. Aztec, i. 188-94; MiUler, Reisen, ii. 6^-67; 
Lacunza, Disc. Hist., 488-91; Bustamante, Voy., No. 10. 

.lelu'' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

K I N G A N D C O L O N Y . 

1624-1639. 

DKFBNCE MKASTTBES—^THE D U T C H A T ACAPULCO—COBSAIB R A I D S ALONO T H B 

COÅST OP Y D C A T A N — T H E B A B L O V E N T O SQUADBON—^ROYAL LOANS AND 

EXTOETIONS—INUNDATION OF MEXICO—PROPOSED REMOVAL OP THE CAP-

ITAL—RELIEP MEASUBES AND DEAINAGE PEOJECTS—THB HUEHUETOCA 

TuNNEL—SAN FELIPE THE PEOTOMAETYB OP MEXICO—His IBBEOULAB 

LiPE AND BEATIPICATION—THE H E E H I T LOPEZ—VicEEOY CADEBEITA— 

T H E PBELATE ZÚMIOA—^THE FIBST CBEOLE AECHBISHOP. 

IN order to guard somewhat against the recurrence 
of such happenings as the Gelves outbreak, greater 
precautions were observed by the home government, 
as we have seen, in selecting the heads for political 
and ecclesiastical affairs; additional instructions were 
issued to guide them in their relation to others, and a 
certain limitation of power was for a time at least 
imposed; the king for instance taking upon himself to 
appoint the commandants and magistrates of leading 
ports, strongholds, and towns,^ who had hitherto been 
commissioned by the viceroy. Cerralvo retained for 
some time the enlisted troops and erected suitable 
barracks,^ while the enrolment list of volunteers was 
preserved for cases of need. 

These volunteers really constituted a part of the 
general system of militia, formed already by Cortés, in 
connection with encomiendas, and extended over set-

^ln Calle a number of these appointments are enumerated. Mem. y Not., 168. 
' l n 1628 the city asked for their disbandment for 'no quedan cenizâ dei 

suceso del 15 de Enero de 1624,' but thU request was not granted tiU two 
years Uter. Cedulario Nuevo, i. 351. The cost of TOaintaining them appears 
to have been wholly bome by the desagiie fund, which was thus drained of 
89,853 pesos. Fonseca, Hist. Hac, v. 358-9. 

(80) 
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tlements in all directions. The only permanent stand-
ing forces were those on the frontier, engaged partly 
in conveying trains of merchandise, partly in garrison 
duty at the presidios, and those at the leading coast 
ports, as Vera Cruz and Acapulco. Altogether they 
constituted but a small body, and more were not con-
sidered necessary, as the citizens were always avail-
able, and efficient even against foreign invaders, who 
afber all could do little beyond ravaging for a few 
leagues along certain parts of the coast.^ StiII there 
were points which absolutely required protection, such 
as Vera Cruz and Acapulco, the ports for the rich 
fleets and the storage place for valuable cargoes, and 
in view of the increasing number of Spain's enemies 
Cerralvo took steps to strengthen the fortifications 
there. 

The chief reason for the latter measuré was the 
arrival at Acapulco of a large Dutch fleet. Engaged 
in their struggle for independence, the HoIIanders 
were eager not only to distract the attention of the 
Spaniards by carrying the war to the enemy's coasts, 
but to injure them while enriching themselves. With 
this object several fleets were despatched to prey oit 
Spanish trade and colonies, and among them one of 
eleven vessels with over sixteen hundred men, under 
Admiral Jacob I'Hérémite. I t was known, however,-
as the Nassau fleet, from the prince under whose 
auspices it was chiefly fitted out.* I t left HoIIand in 
1623 with the chief object of ravaging the rich shores 
of Pem. This plan proved a failure so lamentable as-
to hasten the death of l'Hérémite. The fleet there-
upon proceeded northward under Admiral Schapen-
ham and entered Acapulco on the 28th of October 
1624. The Philippine galleons had not yet arrived,. 
and the place contained little worth fighting for, espe-
cially as the inhabitants had had time to retire witli 

'ZamacoU and others bastíly intimate that no troops exUted. Hist. Méj.„ 
V. 305. 

*This has led most SpanUh writers to suppose that thU prince commandedit> 
HuT. Mxz., Voi.. m. 6 
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their valuables. The commandant had entrenched 
himself with his feeble garrison in a stronghold, and 
thence refused the overtures of Schapenham for an 
exchange of hostages, while the latter endeavored to 
obtain some fresh provisions.® The Hollander's main 
intention was to ascertain when the ]\Ianila fleet should 
arrive. H e now contented himself with a few at tempts 
to procure water and fruit, magnified by modern Mex-
ican writers into an invasion of tbe town. This ex-
treme caution of the enemy encouraged tlie Spaniards 
on one occasion to beat back his men with loss. After 
clespatching part of his fleet Schapenham set sail with 
the remainder November 8th, and tired of waiting for 
the galleons he steered for the Eas t Indies.^ 

Warned of the visit, Cerralvo liad hastened to send 
troops to relieve the town, but their march was coun-
ternianded on learning of the enemy's departure. 
Energetic efforts were made, however, to construct 
dcfences^ both here and at Vera Cruz, for in the gulf 
of Mexico foreign cruisers could frequently be seen. 
In 1625 the treasure fleet for Spain under Cadereita, 
later viceroy of New Spain, narrowly escaped their 
clutches,^ but the fleet of 1628, carrying bullion and 
other effects to the value of over twelve millions of 
pesos, was surprised in the Bahama Channel by the 
fanious Dutch admiral Pieter Heyne, who for some 

^ I t was proposed to give captured Pemvians in re tum for hostages and 
provisions. 

" The best account of this voyage is the Diurnal vnd Historische Beschrey-
huiig (ler NasM ^i.-ic/íeii Flotten, by Decker, who scrved on one of the vessels, 
as he statt s. ,'^trasburg, 1620. I t appeared in an earlicr shorter form as 
J'jurnael van de Aus.^usche Vloot, issued at Anisterdam in 1G26 by Gerritz, 
and has been widely copied in De Bry's Hist. Amer., xiii.; Gottfr'ied, Newe 
Welt, .365 et seq., and others. I t is well written, yet not so fuU and candid as 
might be desired. 

' Eighteen large pieces of artillery were brought from Manila at a cost of 
7,411 pesos. Grau, Manila, in Pacheco and Cúrdenas, Col. Doc, vi. 380. 
Ti-avellers mention bronze cannon tbere marked 1628. In the following year, 
says Cavo, another Dutch fleet entered to seek provisions without doing any 
damage. Tres Si'jlo^, i. 277. 

« For this an annual thanksgiving was ordered on the 25th of November. 
What witli corsairs, storms, and carelessness these fleets had to meet many 
mistcjrtunes. In 1G14 seven vessels were driven on shore near Cape Cotoche 
with heavy loss, though the govemor took steps to recover a portion. Cogol-
Ivdo, Hist. } ucathan, 472-3. 
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time had been successfully operating off Portugal 
and against transatlantic vessels. The Spaniards 
fought bravely and several vessels were sunk before 
the flag-ship surrendered. The blow proved no less 
severe to the merchants of New Spain than to the 
king, who sorely needed the treasure.^ 

This success îured a number of other raiders who 
for want of better points along the gulf made Yucatan 
suffer. In 1632 six vessels threatened Campeche, 
but timely succor made them retreat. In August of 
the following year the town was again visited, this 
time by ten vessels under a leader known to the 
Spaniards as Pié de Palo. Guided by a renegade, he 
advanced against the entrenchment behind which 
CaptaÍD Galvan Bomero had retired, but a well 
directed fire killed several of his men, and caused the 
rest to waver. I t would not answer to lose many 
lives for so poor a place, and so a ruse was resorted 
to. The corsairs turned in pretended flight. The 
hot-headed Spaniards at once came forth in pursuit, 
only to be trapped and killed. Those who escaped 
made a stand in the plaza, whence they were quickly 
driven, and thereupon the sacking parti-es overran the 
town.- '̂' Seven years later Sisal was visited by a fleet 
of eleven vessels and partly burned after yielding but 
little to the raiders." 

One result of these ravages was an order for the 
formation of a squadron, under the name of Barlo-
vento,^^ to protect the gulf of Mexico and the West 
India waters. I t was to consist of twclve galleons 

' In Vazquez, Chrôn. Gvat., 255, is related a similar surprise by a French 
foe, some years later. Fourteen friars perished, but eight others were picked 
up and forwarded to Cádiz. 

'"The corsair demanded 40,000 pesos to spare the town from destruction, 
but the citizens refused to interfere. The renegade guide, Diego the mulatto, 
felt deeply moved a t the death of Romero, who had been his godfather, but 
against several other persons he entertained a profound hatred bom of former 
maltreatment. CogoUrdo. Hi^t. Yucathan, 596-8; Castillo, Dic Yuc, 2G9-70. 

" I n 1637 the opportune appearance of troops had saved the town from 
such a fate. Id., 602, 639-40. Pié de Palo was reported to be waiting for 
the fleet of 1638, and it turned back. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 10. 

" Windward, in allusion to this other name for the AntiUes. 
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and two smaller vessels, and the estimated cost of 
maintenance, six hundred thousand ducats, should be 
levied on the islands and mainland from Panamá 
northward. Mexico offered to contribute two hun-
dred thousand pesos by means of an excise tax of two 
per cent.̂ ^ Mérida placed herself on the list with 
seven thousand pesos for fifteen years, and other 
towns came forward with different amounts. One 
duty of the fleet was to prevent smuggling, from 
which the treasury suffered greatly, and while the 
chief station must be Vera Cruz, other ports were to 
be frequented. To this end surveys should be made, 
partly with a view to future shipyards.^* 

The declaration of war by France in 1633 added 
another to the many enemies arrayed against Spain 
through the unfortunate pohcy of Fehpe IV. ,̂ ^ and 
the colonies had to share her misfortunes not alone in 
the form of pirate raids, but in being subjected to 
forced loans and pressing appeals for voluntary and 
tax imposts. Already by cédula of December 4,1624, 
the king had intimated to his subjects that they ought 
to assist him in his dire need by voluntary gifts, and 
New Spain was told that 600,000 ducats would be 
expected by the following year from her rich colo-
nists. They sent 432,000 pesos, and this liberal re-
sponse caused the donativo, or gift, fund to become a 
fixed source of revenue.̂ ® The appeal for this fund 

" In addition to four per cent already existing, two reals were also levied 
on cards. This ofler was accepted by council of October 19, 1638, deduction 
having to be made when no fleet came. The contador of the fund was ap-
pointed by the king. Vetancvrt, Trai. Mex., 30. 

'*The iirst order for the Barlovento fleet, dated in May 1635, was followed 
by others bearing chiefly on funds for it. The two per miUe collected by the 
consulado was applied to it, and other taxes. FonsAca, Hist. Hac, ii. 12-20; 
CogoU'vdo, Hist. Yucathan, 659. Santa María de U Vitoria, in Tabasco, was 
one of the places, fortified with artillery, and in war time with a large gar-
rison. CaUe, Mem. y Not., 87. lu 1636 Philippine traders fitted out two 
vesseU of their own to watch for corsairs. 

w An embargo was ordered pUced on the property of all French subjects 
in New Spain, as elsewhere, but timely waming came from Spain and many 
saved themselves. 

" By 1638 Mexico city gave 1,100,000 pesos toward it. The revenue from 
the Tributos y Reai Servicio fund amounted in the decade of 1631-40 to 
2,390,200, an increase of 400,000 over the previous term. Fonseca, Hist. Hac, 
L 450, V. 433-41; Oonzalez DávUa, Teatro, i. 126. 



TAXATION. 85 

was enjoined on bishops and other officials; and differ-
ent offices, such as canonries and prebendaryships, were 
granted to those who displayed liberality. Officials 
had to submit to large deductions of pay under the 
term of m^dia anata^^ and mesada,^^ the latter apply-
ing to ecclesiastics. In addition to these exactions 
loans were demanded, or forcibly taken when not 
otherwise obtainable,^^ and certain taxes were sold to 
speculators for a large sum payable in cash.^° 

Frequent prayers rose from all churches through-
out Spanish domains for divine aid toward the efficacy 
of these measures, and with a view to incline wor-
shippers to open their purses as freely as their hearts. 

M There was need iii truth to promote Christian forbear-
fc. ance among the oppressed subjects, for, at the very 

time they were asked to bear the burden of wars 
brought upon them often by mere caprice, they re-
ceived urgent appeals to contribute large amounts 
toward the rebuilding of royal palaces.^^ 

The most grievously taxed colonists of New Spain 
at this time were probably those at Mexico. Reputed 
to be among the richest in the wealthy colonies, they 
were expected to meet liberally every demand for aid 
hj the crown, no matter how sorely rulers, or pirates, 
or famine might harass them. And now another 
misfortune was at hand. In 1627 heavy rains caused 
the Rio Quauhtitlan to break the dams confining its 

" I t was established in 1631 and exacted half the income of the first year 
from each office, as the term implies. This levy was increased at times. For 
mles regarding the tax see Recop. de Indias, ii. 542 et seq. 

jllod ^^Thîs deduction of ' monthly' incomes, as the term implies, was established 
lljytlie still earlier. For decrees concerning i t see Id., i. 152 et seq. 
[lîd; ^^ln 1625 Cerralvo repaid 40,000 pesos lent by the municipality, and on 

ijj'tai *li^ strength of the good-wiU created by this promptness he shortly after de-
'jj[. manded a larger loan. Cedulario Nuevo, i. 86, 326. Par t of the buUion arriv-

Í PfO ing in Spain was seized and the owners were compelled to accept instead 
money of inferior intrinsic value. 

.jjjjs . ^^Holders of land with doubtful titles were made to pay 'compromise' 
? Ly fees, collection offices were extended to new regions, and other means taken 
' to obtain increased revenue. See also Gacje, Voy., i. 201. Much of this was 
t^ sent direct to Florida, the West Indies, and other parts, which were also 

'lfjj Bupplied with powder and other articles. Recop. de Indias, ii. 572, 5 9 ^ 3 , 
"* ^^ Fonseca, Ilist. Hac, v. 441; Cedulario Nuevo, i. 441. 
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waters, and overflo v into the lower lakes, so that sev-
eral parts of Mexico were laid eighteen inches under 
water. The alarmed citizens at once bestirred them-
selves; causeways were raised according to the plans 
of the engineer Boot; a new dam was constructed 
near Tizayuca; another to divert the Rio Pachuca, 
and work on the drainage tunnel received fresh im-
pulse.^^ 

The decrease of moisture in the following year 
calmed the ardor of both workers and taxpayers, and 
many useful projects were set aside as needless. In 
1629 the rains began early with the prospect of a wet 
season. Dams broke at several points, and already 
on the 5th of September canoes floated in several 
parts of the city, and thousands prepared to depart. 
On the 21st, St Matthew's day, came the heaviest 
rainfall so far known in the valley; and it continued 
for thirty-six hours, till the whole city lay under water 
to a depth of fully two varas in most parts.^ The 
confusion and misery defy description. AU seemed 
one vast lake dotted with thousands of isolated houses. 
Roofs and windows were crowded with men, women, 
and children, drenched and suffering from hunger and 
exposure. From every direction rose lamentation, 
mingled with the agonized cries of drowning persons 
knd noise of crumbling walls. While some buildings 
were undermined with the melting of the adobe brick, 
or the washing away of the foundation, others were 
carried wholly away. The costly goods in shops and 
warehouses were ruined, and broken furniture and 

*'Cavo, foUowed by modem writers, places some of these measnres ia 
1626, and states that the flood of 1627 gave rise merely to useless consulta-
tions, Tres Siglos, i. 278; but Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 178, confirms the 
more natnral supposition that the flood gave impuUe to dams and other 
works. The dam near Tizayuca, called Presa del Rey, was made or com-
pleted in 1628. Inundaciones, in Col. de Diarios, 356. 

» ' Llegô a tener dos barcas de alto el agua por donde menos.' Gepeda, Rel., 
pt. ii. 27. 'SubU mas de medU vara en U parta mas alta.' AUgre, Hist. 
Comp. Jesus, u. 180; Panes, Vireyes, MS., 96-7. Vetancurt writcs that the 
main square with cathedral, palace, and plazneU de Volador, and all SantUgo 
remam« above water, Chron., 121; but this must be a mUtake, for the 
square Uy less than two varas above the surface of the Uke. 
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other household effects floated about the streets. No 
one could leave his dwelling save in canoes; and these 
did not suffice for all, so that intercourse was difficult. 
Public affairs came to a standstill; divine service was 
suspended, and bells were rung onl}^ for prayer. 

he viceroy and archbishop set an example to offi-
cials and wealthy persons by extending succor to the 
more needy quarters. The city was divided into dis-
tricts, and canoes were sent round with provisions; the 
sick and helpless were taken to better quarters, the 
palace itself being converted into a hospital and house 
of refuge, where for six months the viceroy dispensed 
charity. No less noble were the efforts of other 
prominent persons, the prelate establishing half a 
dozen hospitals, and seeking also to encourage the 
sufferers with r'eligious consolation by going around 
daily to hold masses at altars improvised on roofs and 
balconies. The flood showing no signs of abatement, 
he proceeded to the Guadalupe shrine on the main-
land, and brought thence, for the first time since its 
foundation, the image of the virgin,^* in the hope that 
so sacred a presence might cause the water to retire; 
but no speedy relief was experienced. 

Under this gloomy prospect the agitation for a re-
moval of the city was renewed, and many began to 
erect houses in different parts along the mainland 
shore. Petitions were addressed to the king to grant 
his sanction, and in a cédula of Ma}^ 19, 1632, the 
elevated plain between Tacuba and Tacubaya was 
assigned for the new site, if a representative council 
should fínd the change necessary.^^ 

By this time property-holders were well aware that 
'* Brought over on September 27th says Medina, who adds the pious false-

hood tha t the waters a t once began to retu-e. Clirôn. S. Diego, 123. Alegre, 
loc. cit., gives the 24th and leaves the intimationthatnogoodeffectfollowed. 
Florencia, EstreUa del Norte, 130. Dávila upholds the efficacy of the image, 
and adds that an image of St Dominic assisted iu lowering the waters; so 

,;rfi much so t h a t ' a fines de Julio del ano de 1630.. .recibieron por Patron y 
, 0. abogado a Santo Domingo.' Continuacion, MS., 303; Panes, Vireycs, JNIS., 96-7. 

^^Thissi tewasontheSanctorum grange. Cavo, TresSiglos,'ú. 2-S. Those 
who had erected houses elsewhere must not occupy them. This and sup-
plementary decrees are reproduced in Cepeda, Rel., pt. iii. 7 et se(j. 

• m^ 
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Buch a change would work their ruin, and loud remon-
strances found their way even to the court. The city 
property, now valued at fully fifty millions, would be 
lost, including a large number of sumptuous temples, 
fifteen convents, eight hospitals, six colleges, and other 
public buildings and works. With the growing scarcity 
of available Indians the cost of rebuilding would be 
immense, and thousands would be reduced to beggary 
by the transfer. Besides, how could all the convents 
and temples be restored, and how could the inmates 
be supported when present rentals were lost?'̂ ® Those 
who assisted at the council^ for considering the ques-
tion were most of them too deeply interested in the 
city property to permit a change, and so the project 
dropped. They sturdily continued to occupy their 
houses, although for over four years the city remained 
practicaUy flooded. The higher parts did come above 
the surface, but heavy rains on two occasions assisted 
to keep the waters above the lower lying districts.'^^ 

Meanwhile a large number of families migrated to 
Puebla and other towns, and a still larger proportion 
perished during the floods and from the exposure, 
want, and diseases which followed, particularly in the 
poorer and Indian sections.^^ Energetic measures were 
taken to improve communication and other facilities 

*® The most interesting representations on this subject are given in Cepeda. 
I t is also referred to in Fonseca, Hist. Hac, v. 360; iu Cavo; Caile, Mem. y 
Not., 43; Medina, Chrôn., S. Diego, 234; Gonzalez DávUa, Teairo Ecles., i. 
18. The number of houses is given at 7,700. The oidores who figured at 
the time and assisted in deciding the question, were LicencUdo Francisco del 
CastiIIo, Doctor Juan de Causeco, licencUtes Alonso de Uria y Tobar, Fran-
cisco de Herrera Campuzano, Antonio Cuello de Portugal, Juan de ViíUbona 
ZubUurri, and fiscales Juan Gonzalez de Pifiafiel and Juan de Miranda Gor-
dejueU. Cepeda, Rel., i. 29, 37. 

*' Vetancurt, Chrôn., 121, extends the flood over five years. VeUsco, ExaU. 
Div., 45-6, says four. Alegre specifies till spring of 1633 and states that the 
rains of 1630 nearly gave rise to a riot. Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 182-3. Some 
documents imply that the water practically receded between 1631 and 1633 
and finally in 1634, Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 215, while Lorenzana assumes 
that rains in 1631 and 1634 raised the decreasing waters. Cortés, Hist. N. 
Esp., 22. 

»Archbishop Zúfiiga exaggerated the loss to 30,000 Indians, and states 
that of 20,000 Spanish families (?) only 400 remained a month after the great 
inundation. Letter of October 16, 1629. Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Edes., i. 
60; Medina, Chrún. S. Diego, 121; Orambila, TumuUos, ii. 

•1 
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so as to decrease the suffering and induce people to 
return. Baised sidewalks or causeways were con-
structed along the houses, canoe traffic was increased, 
and medical aid provided. In 1634 came a series of 
earthquake shocks which rent the valley in different 
directions, and assisted greatly to draw off the water. 
This was claimed by tlie native and creole population 
as a miracle performed by their favorite, the virgin of 
Guadalupe, while the Spaniards stoutly attributed it 
to their patron, she of Bemedios, intimating that the 
mediation of the other image had so far effected no 
good. The dispute between the votaries became quite 
hot,'̂ ^ though they might more reasonably have cursed 
the agency which, having it within its power to deliver 
them, had kept them in misery so long. With this 
occurrence the city saw herself once more free from 
the lake; and now haste was made to clean the streets 
and dredge the canals, for to the obstructions in these 
channels was partly attributed slow drainage.^'' 

During the excitement consequent upon the first 
flood, enemies of the Jesuits sought to direct popular 
feeling against them as having broken the dams. In-
vestigation revealed that Martinez, the engineer of 
the drainage tunnel, had closed this outlet on behold-
ing the vast flow of water, confident that its force and 
accompanying debris would merely destroy his works, 
while the latter would be inadequate under the cir-
cumstances to aid in saving Mexico. The Jesuits 
were cleared, but Martinez had to languish for a time 
in prison for acting without permission.^^ 

The importance of drainage and diversion of tribu-
tary waters became now more generally admitted, and 

"As Betrani, Mex., ii. 67-8, eagerly points out. 
'"The new viceroy Cadereita gave impulse to these operations. Cavo 

places the cost at 14,000 pesos, which must be a misprint. Cepeda mentions 
34,000 for certain work, and Vetancurt, Chrén., 121, states that the Francis-
cans accomplished, with Indian aid, for 90,000 what others estimated at 140,000. 
Algate speaks of relics of this period, found in the beginning of thU century, 
under the raised causeways. Gaceta, ii. 124^5. 

^^ He was also ill provided with funds for work on the tunuel. Cepeda, 
Re ., pt. ii. 26. It was charged that he had closed the tmmel on purpose to 
raise the estimation of its value. Humboldt, Essai Pol., i. 214. 
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a number of projects to this end were submitted, all 
of which received due attention, the viceroy joining 
personally in examination of ground. Several pro-
posed a drain from Lake San Cristôbal through Ilio 
Tequisquiac into the Pánuco, and Simon Mendez even 
urged the extension of the drain to Tezcuco Lake. 
He was allowed to begin the task, but its infeasibility 
must soon have become apparent, for it did not pro-
gress far.̂ ^ Another suggested that the underground 
passage into which the Teotihuacan rivulet disap-
peared might serve for outlet, and finally the Jesuit 
father Calderon revived the tradition of a natural 
sink in the bottom of Tezcuco Lake, between two 
rocks near Pantitlan. This received more attention 
than might be expected, and quite extensive exami-
nations were made under the alluring offer of a hun-
dred thousand pesos for its discovery.^^ 

None of the plans appearing to possess the merits 
of the Huehuetoca channel for efficacy and cheapness, 
a contract was made with Martinez for 200,000 pesos 
to put the tunnel in condition for carrying off the 
tributary waters of Zumpango and Citlaltepec lakes.^* 
The plan was deemed insufficient^^ and work dragged 
slowly along both on the outlet, now destined to be-
come an open cut, and on adjacent structures. The 
dam of San Cristôbal, protecting the Tezcuco from 
northern waters, was restored in a substantial manner; 
a tributary of Chalco Lake from the volcano range 
was diverted, and several minor dams were con-

»* Each of these plans was estimated to cost from three to nine millions. 
•^HumboIdt comments unfavorably on the supposition that the porous 

amygdaloid of the valley could present any apertures. Essai Pol., i. 216. 
For a list of the different projects with details of the principal, see Cepeda, 
Rd., 16, pt. ii. 37-40, pt. iii. 5-6, 17 et seq.; Vetancvrt, Chron., 123-4; La 
Cruz, i. 542-5. . . . 

'* This task was to be finished in 21 months beginning early in 1630. Mex-
ico sent 300 Indians to work, and orders came in October 'que U obra corriera 
hasta las bocas de S. Gregorio.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 2. 

w The adverse report of Oidor CubUurré on the work in 1632 hastened the 
death of Martinez. Cubiaurré succeeded him as superintendent for a short 
tiine. In 1637 the Franciscan comisario general Plores took charge and 
hU order retained control for many years. Inundaciones, in Gol. de Diarios, 
MS., 356-8. 

if'l 
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structed or repaired.^^ In order to relieve the city, 
the funds for these operations were obtained chiefly 
by means of a tax on imported wines.^^ By 1637 the 
expenditure on the drainage works had risen to nearly 
three miUions. During the foUowing decade only 
three hundred and thirty-eight thousand pesos were 
expended, and after that still smaller amounts, till 
1768-77, when they rose to somewhat over half a 
miUion.^ 

Mexico was not very successful in her appeals to 
the virgin patrons, as we have seen, and her religious 
fortitude received a further shock from the circum-
stance that, just before her greatest misfortune, she 
had celebrated the canonization of the protomartyr 
San Felipe and enroUed him as one of her guardians. 
Among a population so largely composed of creoles, 
with an immense Indian support, all looking on New 
Spain as their native country, and regarding Span-
iards from the peninsula with more or less antago-
nism—among such a people, deeply imbued with re-
ligious feeling, the possession of a national saint must 
have been ardently desired. This longing was finally 
satisfied in the person of Felipe de Jesus, the eldest 
of ten children born at Mexico to Alonso de las 
Casas^^ and his wife Antonia Martinez. Casas had 
grown rich as a trader in the capital, and eager for 
the redemption of his soul, he designated three of his 
six sons for the service of God. One, Juan, became 
an Augustinian, and found martyrdom at the Moluc-
cas in 1607; another, Francisco by name, labored 
actively in the same order as a priest till 1630;*° and 

'^By Father Garibay of Mexicaltzinco. Vetancvrt, Chrôn., 12\. 
'^ Of 25 pesos on the barrel, half going toward the fortifications at Vera 

Cmz. This tax continued to be levied, though in later years but a fraction 
was applied to the drainage. Fonseca, Hist. Hac, v. 368-9. 

'* Details of cost and amount of different work are given in the full official 
report of Cepeda, Relacion, pt. iii. 21, etc.; also in Instruc Vireys, 263. 
Fonseca specifies 1,504,531 as expended during 1628-37, and 1,464,883 pre-
viously. Hist. Hac, v. 532. 

*' Wrongly called Canales by several writers. 
*" Named Francisco and dying on San Francisco's day, he must have had 
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the third, Felipe, born on May 1, 1575, and educated 
at the Jesuit college, joined the barefooted Francis-
cans at Puebla, but fell from his vows and was by the 
angry parents sent to the Philippines, there to seek 
his fortune.*^ The large sum of money which he 
brought as a means for advancement was soon dissi-
pated in riot, but the consequences hastened repent-
ance, and in 1594 he became again a barefooted Fran-
ciscan, displaying this time such devout zeal as to 
gain general admiration. After two years of penance 
he left for home. 

The vessel touched at Japan,*^ and there he with 
several brother friars was seized to undergo martyr-
dom.*' Proceedings were instituted for the canoniza-
tion of the victims, Archbishop Serna himself making 
inquiries on behalf of Felipe, and by bull of Septem-
ber 14, 1627, thirty years after his death, the repent-
ant son of the merchant was admitted a saint, as the 
protomartyr of Mexico. Two years later, on the anni-
versary of his martyrdom, February 5th, the city 
celebrated the beatification with imposing ceremonies, 
and received San Felipe de Jesus as one of the 
patrons. The viceroy and archbishop led in the pro-
cession, and the mother of the saint was able to par-
ticipate; but the excitement and joy carried her to the 
grave a few days later.** 

About the same time efforts were made for the 
beatification of a revered hermit named Gregorio 

some spiritual reUtions with thU saint, observes Medina, Chrdn. S. Diego, 
114. 

*i As a soldier, says Medina, yet he allows him to take Urge amounts of 
money wherewith to specuUte. Others intimate that he inteuded to pursue 
the trade of a silversmith, in which he had already engaged at Mexico. Std 
María, Chron. St Joseph, ii. lib. iii. cap. x.; Ribadeneyra, Hist. Arch., lib. 
vi. cap. iv.; Comp. de Jesus, Defensa, 5, 

"On a mission, it is said, yet Medina decUres that Zales drove it there 
for refuge. During the voyage singuUr phenomena gave indication of the 
saint on board. 

« The bodies of the victims appear all to have been recovered and taken 
to ManiU Felipe was cracified and lanced after losing his left ear. 

^^Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, iL 177-S. Pueblo city also vowed to observe 
the day of San Felipe, who first assumed the robe there. Medina, Chrôn. S. 
Diego, 33-4, 114-20; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MS., 96, 363. 
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Lopez, who had died in 1596 at the age of fifty-four. 
In early years he served as page to Philip I I . , yet 
led an austere and contemplative life, and was said to 
be of royal blood. In 1562 he came to New Spain 
and retired as a hermit among the wild Indians near 
Atemayac, preaching, practising charit^, and writing 
books. Several of these were printed and two at-
tained more than one edition.*^ Archbishop Serna 
transferred his body to the cathedral at Mexico and 
joined in the efforts for his enrolment among the 
saints. This was urged as late as 1752, but in vain.*^ 

More persistent and successful were the efforts for 
the canonization of King Ferdinand of Spain, toward 
which large sums were at this time collected in New 
Spain.*^ In 1629 also imposing ceremonies were held 
in honor of Cortés the conqueror, on the occasion of 
the funeral of his last male descendant. The body 
was then transferred from Tezcuco to the Franciscan 
church at Mexico, the viceroy, leading corporations, 
officials, and citizens joining in solemn procession.*^ 

Cerralvo had twice asked to be relieved of office, 
owing to ill-health and to family affairs which de-
manded his presence in Spain. This was granted in 
1635, with appointment to the councils of war and the 
Indies and a rental of 3,000 ducados for two lives.*^ 
H e certainly deserved recognition from the sovereign, 

**As Dedaracion del Appocalipsi of which I have a manuscript copy; 
Tesoro de Medicinas, Mexico, 1673, highly spoken of by Pinelo, Epitome, ii. 
869, and others, also in my possession; Oratoria Parentatis, Mex., 1666, and 
Collectio Opusculorum, Rome, 1752. A perpetual calendar, a universal chron-
ology, and other pieces remain in manuscript. 

** One reason may have been the charge of heresy made agaiust him on 
first arriving at Mexico, though not sustained. For details of his life, see 
Argaiz, Viday Escritos.. .Lopez, Mad., 1678, 1-121; Losa, Vidadel Siervo... 
Lopez, Madrid, 1727, 1-442; Somoza, Brev. Not., PuebU, 1850, 1-31, and 
less fidl accounts in Mexican hUtories, such as Fie^co, Hist. MU. Ren., 
188-96. 

^'Bishop Prado alone paid 6,000 pesos. Oonzaiez DávîUa, Tealro Ecles., 
i. 126,131. 

^For documents on the subject see Alaman, Disert., iL 52-4, and app. 
Sosa reproduces many detaiU of the ceremonies. Eípisc. Mex., 68-9. Pedro 
Cortés died January 30, 1629, and on Febraary 24th the funeral took pUce. 

*• On Indians in Xíew Spain, granted May 27,1638. CcUle, Mem. y Not., 56. 
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for he had proved an able and energetic ruler, dis-
pensing justice with promptness and impartiality, fos-
tering trade and industries, practising charity, and 
looking zealously to the welfare of the people. H e 
left a power c f attorney to answer a t ' his residencia''® 
and hastened away, carrying a considerable amount 
of treasure, it was said. 

Before his departure the installation took place, on 
September 16th, of the sixteenth viceroy, Lope Diez 
de Armendariz, marqués de Cadereita, a man of long 
and varied experience in the royal service. In 1603 
and 1608 he figured as admiral and general of fleets; 
in which position he showed himself quite fortunate, 
notably in 1625, when he caused wide-spread rejoic-
ings by escaping with a most valuable treasure.^^ H e 
afterward became majordomo to the king and mem-
ber of the royal council.^^ 

His reception created less attention than usual on 
such occasions owing to the restrictions placed by the 
king on costly pageantry.^*^ Little of note occurred 
during his rule; affairs progressed to the general 
satisfaction. The Indians received protection, and 
settlements were extended northward, one in Nuevo 
Leon being named Cadereita in his honor. Yet his 
relations with the audiencia do not appear to have 
been quite satisfactory,^ and at his residencia some 

*» The only notable charge was by the religious orders for his interference 
in their appointments and other actií tending to lower their infiuence with 
IndUns and others. Although this wás not sustained at the time, a revival of 
the residencU took place five years later, without any unfavorable results to 
Cerralvo, itappears. Acusacion, in TumuUos deMex., 1-13; Cerrcdvo, Acu-
sacion, in Vireyes deMex. lustruc, pt. 16-17; Samaniego, Rel, 98-9; Palafox, 
El Ven. Sefíor, 3. Doctor Quiroga y Moya was the judge. 

*' An annual thanksgiving was ordered held in consequence. Certain ac-
counts pUce his fleet at eight galleons and that of the enemy a t 109 vesseU. 
Aguilar, Náutica Sacra, 2; Pap.Var., i. pt. i.; Papeles Franciscanos, MS., 
série i. tom. ii. 2. 

" He waa accompanied by his wife, but his daughter remained in Spain. Fe-
tancvrt, Trat. Mex., 14; Dávila, Continuacion, MS., 201; Ftgueroa, Vindicias, 
MS., 55. His appointment bore date April 19,1635. Cedulario Nuevo L 344. 

** Ordenes de a Corona, MS., L 14. ' * 
M A cédula of 1639 reprimands the oidores for giving him bad advice. Id., 

ii. 189; viL 3-7. The names of the leading officUls at the time may be eath' 
ered from Cepeda, Rd., p t L 2; Cert{f. de Mercedes, MS., 124; Graruidot. 
Tardes, 385-6. 
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malice was exhibited, chiefly from his quarrel with 
the archbishop. The real nature of this trouble is 
not clear, though it arose from the interference of 
each dignitary, with what the other considered his 
special privileges and duties.^^ While the crown was 
not seriously alarmed, a similar quarrel in 1624 proba-
bly induced it to remove one of them. 

The prelate, Doctor Francisco Manso y Zúniga, 
had on April 12, 1628,'^ been appointed to succeed 
the troublesome Serna. He possessed many qualifi-
cations for his office whereby he gained not only public 
approval but the confidence of the king. Educated 
at Salamanca, he took orders in 1608, became rector 
of Valladolid university, vicar-general of Aloa, abbot 
of several prominent establishments, oidor of Granada 
in 1612, and finally member of the India Council; so 
that with high learning and ecclesiastic experience he 
combined the training of judge and political coun-
selor;^^ yet we find him embroiling himself so far 
with the viceroy as to lead to his recall in 1635.̂ ^ 
Otherwise his administration proved satisfactory, aud 
among the people his meinory was revered for the 
kindness and charity displayed in particular during 
the great inundation, and in aiding religious edifices.^'' 
The king indeed was not displeased, for he presented 
him to the see of Cartagena and afterward to the 
archdiocese of Búrgos. In 1650 Zúniga entered the 
Indian Council with the title of conde de Ervias.^^ 

*̂  Gonzalez Dávila, who wrote about this t ime, merely says, ' T w o encuen-
tros con el Vi r rey en defensa de la inmunidad de la Iglesia. ' Teatro Ecles., i. 
61. The marchioness was actual ly to be prevented fromvisi t ing nunneries . 

^*Panes adds Mendoza. Virreyes, MS. , 96. 
*' Gonzalez Dávi la wri tes 1629; b u t Zúniga was a t Mexico a l ready in Feb-

raary of th i s year, and arr ived probably a t t h e close of 1628. 
5^He was b o m a t Canas about 1582, and studied also a t Valladolid. 
ô'Cavo erroneously wri tes 1639. Tres Siglos, ii. 11. 

îiii, t- "̂ Gonzalez Dávi la speaks also of his l iberal expenditures a t t h e funeral of 
B(i(cií«i the infante archbishop of Toledo, Teatro, 61, yet this act savors rather of ob-
i % sequious calcuUtion. 

*' And visconde de Negueraela. Sosa, Episc Mex., 72. At his death, six 
;f li, years later, he left treasures to the value of 800,000 pesos, which were placed 
j,ratli- unde r embargo. Guijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. i. 359. Y e t 
,-̂ i«i the greater part no doubt reached his heirs. 

• wrn^ 
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Francisco Verdugo, long connected with the inqui-
sition, and since 1623 bishop of Guamanga in Peru, 
was appointed his successor at Mexico, but died in 
August 1636, before the bulls reached him.^^ Mean-
while the archdiocese was administered by Doctor 
Fernandez de Ipenza, an intimate of Zúniga, who 
probably assisted in procuring for him the bishopric 
of Yucatan; but death overtook Ipenza before conse-
cration.*^ The next appointee to the prelacy of 
Mexico was a creole, Feliciano de la Vega, born at 
Lima and there educated. His great learning and 
brilliant talents procured prompt recognition, and he 
became successivelygovernor of the Lima archdiocese 
and bishop of Popayan and of La Paz. The latter 
appointment was conferred in 1639 and in the same 
year came his promotion to Mexico. On arriving at 
Acapulco early in December 1640 he was seized with 
fever from which he died within a few days,^ to the 
regret of the creole population at least, who were 
naturally eager to see installed as leading prelate one 
of their own class, though born in a distant land. 

1 1 ! 

^^ At the age of 75, it seems, though Gonzalez Dávila says 80. He had 
been professorat SeviUe, inquisidoratLimafrom 1601-23, and had repeatedly 
declined promotion to Spanish sees. He dispensed all his income in alms and 
died deeply regretted. Teatro Ecles., i. 62. 

® The appointment was dated October 6, 1643. 
'* The body was afterward removed from MazatUn to Mexico cathedral. 

He left a fortune of 800,000 pesos, but no will whereby to embalm his memory 
in charities, observes Gonzalez DáviU, yet he adds: 'Fue vno de los mas 
felizes ingenios que tuuo el Reyno de Pirú.' Teatro, i. 63-5. Of 4,000 de-
cisions made by him as ruler of the Lima see none was revoked. The fortune 
above referred to gave rise to strange complications as will be seen. 

Herewith I give broader references to some authorities consulted for the 
precedmg chapters: Torquemada, i. 306-11, 672, 618-19, 671, 690-3, 726-68; 
lii. 269-77, 380-1; .CcUle, Mem. y Not., 43 et seq.; Dávila, Continuacion, MS., 
120, passim; Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, i. 36, 393-442; ii. 10-42, 115, 136, 
178-9; Cepeda, Rdadon, i. 4, passim; Gonzalez DávUa, Teairo Ecles., i. 2, 
18, 42-61, 92-6, 122-31, 182-97, 206-39; Medina, Chrôn. S. Diego, 11, 33-4. 
44-9, 113-53, 234, 240; CogoUvdo, Hist. Tucathan, 232-9, 409, passim; Her-
rera, dec. i. lib. ix. cap. viii.; TumuUos de Mex., MS., 15 et seq.; Vetancvrt, 
Chron. San Evang., 13-23, 120-7; Id., Trat. Mex., 11-14, 30-9; GrambUa, 
TumuUos, MS., 1-19; Burgoa, Geog. Descrip. Oajaca, ii. 305-6, 340-2; Id., 
Paiestra Hist., 139-48, 193-200; Femandez, Hist. Edes., 35-6, 66, 116; Car-
riedo, Estudios Hiat., 114; Vaequez, Chron. de Ovat., 265; CeHificacion de la» 
Mercedes, MS., 124: Col. Doc. Inéd., xxL 447-60; ConcUios Prov., MS., 
1565 y 66, 216-17; Ordenet,de la Corona, MS., ii. 145-89; viL 1-7; Remeaal, 
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Hist. Chyapa, 718; Papeles Franciscanos, MS., 2-5; Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. 
tom. ii., passim; Id., série ii. tom. iii., passim; Mexico, Rel. Svm. de Tu-
multos, 1 et seq.; Sigiienza y Gdngora, Carta, MS., 15; Id., Parayso Occid., 
24-6; Mexico y sus DisturUos, MS., i. 16-54, 289-91, 361-451; iL 1-676; 
Patheco and Cârdenas, Col. Doc, vi. 380; Máltratamiento de Indios, MS., 
1-8; Cortés, Hist. N. Esp., 18-22; Instruc Vireyes, 263; Recop. de Ind., i. 
21, passim; ii. 27, passim; Montemayor, Svmarios, 56-9, 181, 216-17; Fi-
gueroa, Vtndicias, MS., 65-73; MoreUi, Fasti Novi Orbis, 343, 355; Durango, 
Doc. Jlist., MS., 140-5; Mexico, Rel. del Estado, passim; Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
i. passim; Beaumont, Crôn. Mich., MS., 265; Purchas, His Pilgrimes, i. 84; 
ii. 791; La€t,Am. Descrip., 233-9, 251-316; Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 204-35, 
674; ii. 817; Id., New Spain, 90-2, 100-5; Id., Versuch, ii. 87-128; Santos, 
Chron. Hosp., ii. 433-45, 458-61; 464^73, 589-90; Arlegui, Prov. de Zac, 
81-3, 138-44, 243-4, 346; Mayer, Mex. Aztec, i. 149, 163, 176-98; Abispa de 
Chalpancingo, Escritos, 365; Dicc Univ., i. 139, 328, 342; iL. 212-19, 260, 
304^5, 378-9, 547-9; iii. 396; iv. 489-93; v. 250-1; vi. 761-2; vii. 485-6; 
viii. 577; ix. 216-17, 260-1, 333-4, 504, 587-8, 805, 930; x. 369-70, 539-43, 
653-63, 761, 822, 928-9; Aguilar, Nautica, 2-12; San Sanson, L'Amer., 18; 
Zevcdlos, Hist. Mund., 135; Gonzales, CoL N. Leon, 3-16; Alvares, Estudios, 
iiL 179-221, 461-505; Touron, Ilist. Gen., vii. 278-92, 303-5; Arevalo, Com-
pend., 171-2; Mora, Rev. Mex., iii. 237-56; iv. 2-43; Album, Mex., i. 351-3; 
Gottfriedt, Nevae WeU, 472-5, 596-8; Poussin's Question, 27-8; ArriUaga, 
Recop., 1835, 5-6; Muhlenpford, Versuch, ii. 254-63; Frost's Hist. Mex., 
138-40; Kerr's CoL Voy., x. 157-8; CorreaL Voy. (Paris ed.), î. 1; BeUrami, 
Mex., ii. 62-78; Samaniego, ReL, 98-9; Prescott's Mex., ii. 105-7; Gage, 
Voy. (Amsterdam ed. 1720), i. 68-116, 203-22; Id. (Paris ed. 1696), i. 225-45; 
MuUer, Reisen en Mex., ii. 52-67; iii. 185-90; Arroniz, Biog. Mex., 159-62, 
250-2; Id., Hist. y Cron., 105-7; Nicolaî, Newe und Warhaffte, 305; Green-
how's Or. and CaL, 89-91; Ogilby's Am., 245; Ribera, Gob. Max., 77, passim; 
Fancourt's Hist. Yuc, 176, 223; CastiUo, Dic HisL,60, 269-72; Bustamante, 
Vozde laPatria, i. 10-12; Alzate, Gacetas, ii. 124-5; Granadas, TardesAm., 
340-1, 385-6; Larenaudiére, Mex. et Guat. (Paris ed. 1843), 150; Shepard's 
Land of the Aztec, 37-9; Varios Impresos, nos. iii. vi.-vii.; Fonseca y Urrutia, 
Real Hacienda, ii. 12-22, 263-337; iv. 429-50; v. 352-61; ChuYchiU's CoL 
Voy., viii. 767-70; RusseU's Hist. Am., ii. 106; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 51-71; 
Ward's Hist. Mex., ii. 282; Ternaux-Compa'ns, CoL- Voy., série ii. tom. v. 
322; ZamoÆois, Hist. Méj., iv. 41, 169; v. 246, passim; Balbuena, Grandeza 
Meg., 1-140; Liceo Mex., ii. 5-6, 40-2, 52, 80-3, 119-33, 144-7, 164-5; Bur-
ney's Discov. South Seas, ii. 273 et seq.; Mexico, Rd. de Gelves, passim; 
Berenger, CoL Voy., i. 262, 288-93; Compania deJesus, Defensa, passim; 
Fisher's National Mag., i. 249-54; Mosaico Mex., ii. 269; Mota-PadiUa, 
Conq. N. GaL, 271; Registro Yucateco, i. 194-8; Velasco, ExaU. Divin. Miser., 
39-49; Terranova y Monteleone, Esposicion, 21-63; Somoza, Breve Not., 2-31; 
Rodriguez, Carta Hist., 2-6, 35-50; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, ii. 7-8; iv. 19, 
73; V. ,349-62; viii. 165; Palafox y Mendoza, Venerable Senor, 5-7; Rivera, 
Hist. Jaîapa, i. 77-91; Hernandez, Estad. Mej., 28-9; Lacunm, Diseursoa 
Hist., no. xxxiv. 486-512; Alaman, DiserL, iL 50-77, 236-9; iii. 19-28, 173, 
389; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MS., 13, pass m. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

ADMD ISTRATION OF VICEROYS ESCALONA, PALAFOX, 

AND SALVATIERRA. 

1640-1648. 

VicEBOT ESCALONA'S ABBIVAL—THB BISHOP AND VISITADOB PALAPOX— 

QUAEBELS ABOUT DOCTBINAS—A CoVETOUS RULEE—FBUITLESS COM-
PLAiNTS — STABTLINO NEWS FEOM POETUOAL — ESCALONA'S STMPA-

THIES—AN INSOLENT CAPTAIN—VicEEOY vEBsus BiSHOP—PALAFOX 

MADE AECHBISHOP AND GOVEBNOB OP N E W SPAIN—SECBET PBEPAEA-

TÍONS—THE STBOKE AQAINST ESCALONA—HlS VlNDICATION IN SPAIN— 
;̂ ALAFOX AN ABLE VICEBOY — ICONOCLASM — EPISCOPAL LABOBS AT 

PUEBLA. — VicEEOY SALVATIEBEA ABBTVBS — CALIFOBNIA EXPLOBA-

TioNS—SALVATIEEEA'S RULB. 

SATISFACTORY as the rule of Viceroy Cadereita had 
been, the crown had, as it seems, some motive for his 
removal,^ and the appointment of a successor was re-
solved upon. Diego Lopez Pacheco Cabrera y Boba-
dilla, duque de Escalona and marqués de ViUena, a 
grandee i..f Spain,^ was the personage selected as seven-
teenth viceroy. He arrived at Vera Cruz the 24th of 
June 1640, though festivities in that city and at sev-
eral points on the road delayed his entry into the 
capital until the 28th of August.^ In the same fleet 
came the new bishop of Puebla and visitador general 
for New Spain, Juan de Palafox y Mendoza, with a 

' Troubles witb ArchbÍBhojp Manso y Ziiniga may have been the cause. 
The reprimand of the audiencia would also indicate grounds for complaint. 

' He was the first grandee that ever held the viceroyalty of New Spain. 
CaUe, Mem. y Not., 66. Escalona was a reUtive to the dukes of Braganza in 
PortugaL 

• Vetancmt, Trai. Mez., 14, followed by Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 12; Loren-
zana, Hist. N. Esp., 22-3. Mayer, Mex. Aztec, i. 198, and Ribera, Hist. 
Jahpa, L 91, state that bU e n t ^ into Mezico was made four days after h s 
arríval at Vera Crnz. 
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special commission to take the residencias of the 
former viceroys, Cerralvo and Cadereita, and to in-
vestigate the commercial relations with Peru and the 
Philippine Islands. 

The new viceroy was a man of fair speech, and for a 
time won for himself the sympathies of the people, 
who expected from him a change for the better in the 
condition of affairs. A t this period commerce and 
mining industries were depressed,* and the common 
necessaries of life could be purchased only at exorbi-
tant rates. Moreover the church was in a demoralized 
condition, and the religious brotherhoods ever at 
strife; the highest ecclesiastical dignity in New Spain 
being represented only by a deputy. 

The beginning of Escalona's rule showed some 
activity. He had been ordered by the king to nrake 
explorations on the coast of California, and soon after 
his accession a commission was issued for that pur-
pose to the governor of Sinaloa. Certain Jesuits 
accompanied the expedition; but the only purpose 
which it served was to ascertain that the coast was 
rich in pearls, and, though cheerless and barren, in-
habited by peaceful tribes. In the mean time the 
viceroy aided effectuaUy in carrying out the orders 
which had been given him for the reformation of the 
doctrinas, the execution of which rested with the 
visitador-bishop Palafox, an able, energetic man, 
whose name became intimately linked with that of 
Escalona, and with the greatest ecclesiastical strife 
which occurred during the seventeenth century. 

Juan de Palafox y Mendoza was born in Fitero, 
Navarre, on the 24th of June 1600, and was of noble 
descent, though a natural son. When ten years old he 
was legitimized by his father, Jaime de Palafox y Men-
doza, marqués de Ariza.^ Having received an educa-

* The losses snstained by shipwrecks and pirates dnring the preceding ten 
years were estimated at 30,000,000 pesos. Paiafox, El Ven. Setlor, 4-5. 

'̂ The Utter title has probably n sled several authors, among them Vetan-
curt and Gonzalez DáviU, who give Ariza in Aragon as bis birthpUce. Trai 
Mex., 52; Teatro Edes., i. 98. 
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tion in keeping with his rank, he intended to enter 
the army, but being dissuaded by his father, he studied 
law and theology at Alcalá and Salamanca, where his 
talents won the admiration of his teachers and fellow-
students. His fame soon reached the ears of the king, 
who summoned him to court, and he was appointed 
in quick succession to several important offices in the 
council of the Indies, and of war. During this time 
he first entertained the idea of changing his worldly 
life for a more sacred calling,® and a few years later 
was ordained a priest, being appointed, in 1629, chap-
lain and chief-almoner to the empress, whom he ac-
companied to Germany,' where he remained for 
several years. On the 27th of December 1639 he was 
consecrated at Madrid, and on his arrival in New 
Spain, in June 1640, immediately entered upon his 
duties. His zeal and charity soon gained for him the 
love and obedience of his flock, while as visitador he 
knew so well how to temper justice with moderation 
that litigants highly respected his decisions. The 
only matter in which he displayed unwonted rigor was 
the removal of friars from doctrinas, and in this he 
was seconded by the viceroy. 

For years great irregularities had prevailed in the 
appointments to doctrinas, or neophyte congregations, 
a great number of which the religious brotherhoods had 
held in their gift since the time of the conquest. Friars 
were installed and removed at will by their superiors, 
regardless of royal and pontifical decrees to the con-
trary, and of instructions dlrecting candidates to be 
examined and approved by the bishop. Little or no at-
tention was paid to the manner in which the doctrinas 

_ 'Several miraculous escapes from danger had already predisposed him to 
this change, and the death of two prominent courtiera hastened his resolution. 
HU mother, who had become a recluse, encouraged him. Palafox, Obras, xiiL 

' He held also f or some time the offices of a treasurer of the church of 
Tarasona and of an abbot of Cintra. Vdancvrt, Trat. Mex., 62; Oonzalez 
Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 98. Lorenzana, in ConcUios Prov., 1565-65, 251, 
mentions PaUfoz also as vUitador of the royal convent of barefooted nuns o£ 
Madrid. 
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were administered, the only object seeming to be the 
accumulation of wealth at the expense of others. The 
bishop at once resolved to correct this abuse, and 
meeting with resistance on the part of the friars, 
proceeded to deprive the orders of their missions. l u 
a short time he had established thirty-seven iiew 
curacies, which formerly had belonged to the Fran-
ciscans, Dominicans, and Augustinians. I t inust be 
admitted that in some instances he went too far, 
making a parish out of every district containing- a 
small church or hermitage, if the ecclesiastics failcd 
to appear before him during the short term granted 
for examination.^ Finally, when the religious orders 
realized their inability to battle successfuUy with the 
united powers of the bishop and the viceroy, they 
submitted under protest to the India Council, a meas-
ure which was of no avail to them, however, as t]ic 
conduct of the bishop was approved. The general 
feeling of the population had doubtless been with the 

iiie bishop, and they considered the great number of friars 
n as a burden to the country, and one of little benefit; 
te for a few years later petitions were addressed to Spain, 

urging that no more friars be sent to Mexico, and 
tiig tha t no licenses bê  issued for new convents. 

Although an intimate friendship seemed to cxist 
between Escalona and Palafox, which found expression 
in the frequent visits they paid each other, the former 
had not been deaf to the complaints of the friars merely 
for the sake of the bishop's good-wiU. H e required 
a more tangible compensation, which was nothing less 
than the assistance, or at least the non-interference, of 
the powerful visitador. Pleasure, and the acquisition 
of wealth, were dear to the heart of the viceroy. The 
duties of his office were a sore burden to him, and he 

soli* 
'MÂ 

^The Franciscans as the most numerous seem to have suffered most, 
judging from the long complaint of Vetancurt, who says tha t his order had 
to suffer many grievances. Only one Franciscan, of Atlixco, submitted to 
the bishop's demand, and having been approved, was left in undisturbed pos-
session of his doctrina. Vetancvrt, Ghron. San Evamj., 14-16; Gonzalez Dá-
vila, Teatro Ecles., i. 99. See also Cavo, Trei Siglos, ii. 13; Alaman, Disert., 
iii. app. 28. 

Iss '̂* 
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willingly transferred them to his friends and courtiers, 
if they would only offer him opportunity for amuse-
ment, and his due share of the official perquisites. 
The best offices were thus given to the partisans of 
the duke, and by them resold to the highest bidder. 
Among other measures he was induced to order a 
census to be taken of all the mulattoes, negroes, and 
mestizos, but for what purpose does not appear, save 
that of swelling his own coffers, and those of his fa-
vorites. One of his attendants was put in charge of 
the granary, the stores of which were sold at exces-
sive rates to the public; another was made judge of 
police and given charge of the pub ic water works.* 
A third was appointed juez de pulques under the pre-
text of enforcing the laws against the sale of intoxi-
cating liquors, and made fifty thousand pesos a year 
by his office. The sale of cacao was also monopolized, 
and its price was so extravagant that only rich per-
sons could afford to buy it.^° 

The people were loud in their complaints, but no 
whisper reached the ears of the viceroy," for his friends 
did their utmost to prevent him from learning how 
great was the dissatisfaction his measures had created. 
Representations were made to the bishop-visitador, 
who argued with Escalona, suggesting that if the 
offices were sold the proceeds ought to be turned 
over to the royal treasury. His counsel was disre-
garded by the duke, who was piqued by it, and after-
ward endeavored to keep aloof from him.̂ ^ 

The viceroy still wanted money to redeem his en-
cumbered estates, and a new scheme was devised by 
his ingenious financiers. A list of wealthy persons 

* Even the salinoús water sold at two and three reals a load, and its use 
cansed diseases among the popuUtion. 

'o ' If thus the wealthier classes were unable to obtain it, how could it be 
with those who had no means, y con solo este desayuno aynnaban los dias y 
las noches.' Palafox, El Ven. Seflor, 6. 

'̂  HU rooms, in the interior of tbe paUce, were quite distant from that 
part of the building where the offices were situated, and to whicb the public 
had access. 

12 < Pareciéndole que en no oyendo culparse no serU culpado.' Palafox, M 
Ven. Senor, 7. 

m 
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was made, and all were in turn invited to the palace 
by the viceroy, who flattered them, feasted them, pro-
moted some of them to office, and finally did them 
the honor of borrowing their money, the repayment 
of which in all probability was to be made ad Græcas 
calendxis. To refuse or to concede was alike danger-
ous, and many preferred the latter. So well worked 
the contrivance, that within a short time several hun-
dred thousand pesoe were obtained.^^ Occasionally ap-
propriations were also made from the royal treasury 
and from the monopoly of quicksilver, the latter prov-
ing so injurious that the product of tbe mines was 
largely reduced." 

Cool as were the relations between Escalona and 
Palafox, an open rupture had always been avoided by 
the latter, perhaps more from policy than from any 
other motive. Even the viceroy's misconduct with 
regard to the armada de Barlovento, and the despatch 
of the fleet of 1641, did not produce any visible effect 
on the visitador, though they widened the breach 
already existing. Orders had been given to the duke 
to proceed with the organization of this armament for 
the protection of the coasts and the escort of mer-
chant vessels. These instructions were carried out in 
the most careless manner; a large amount of money 
was drawn from the royal treasury and spent on ves-
sels scarcely seaworthy and altogether too small.^^ In 
addition, the despatch of the fleet was unnecessarily 
delayed until the end of July. In vain the visitador 
had remonstrated; but though his advice was disre-
garded the result proved how correct it had been, for 
a storm destroyed the whole flota, and caused the 
crown a loss of about eight millions of pesos.̂ ® 

" Authorities differ as to the exact figure, stating it from 300,000 to 400,000 
pesos. One Alvaro de Lorenzana alone U said to have loaned 50,000 pesos. 

^^lt is asserted that not one mark of silver entered the royál treasury 
nnder Escalona's rnle. 

" The amount U estimated at 800,000 pesos. Pcãafox, El Ven. Senor, 8. 
'̂ Palafox m^åe of the viceroy's proceedings a charge of harboring seditious 

pUns; but this fell to the ground; for at Hid)ana the fleet was placed under 
the command of an officer qnite indepen^ent of Escalona. Eseaiona, Defensa, 
in Vir. Instruc, MS., série L, no. 1, 13-14. 
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During this same year the viceroy's covetousness 
was again a cause of offence to Palafox. The late 
archbishop elect, Feliciano de Vega, had died intes-
tate, soon after his arrival at Acapulco, leaving prop-
erty valued at eight hundred thousand pesos, and a 
controversy arose as to whom belonged the adminis-
tration. The bishop claimed it in virtue of his office 
as visitador, and commissioned his vicar-general, Bar-
tolomé de Nogales, to make an inventory. But the 
property, or at least the greater part, had already 
been seized and placed in safe-keeping by the oidor, 
Melchor de Torreblanca, by order of the viceroy; and 
when Nogales proceeded to comply with his instruc-
tions, he was strongly rebuked by Escalona, and also 
by Palafox, who yet strove to remain on good terms 
with the duke. Nogales returned in disgust to 
Spain;" and the bishop, also annoyed, abandoned his 
claim and retired to Puebla.^^ 

1:̂  

B H 

íh 
I 

During the first days of April 1641 news reached 
"Mexico that Portugai and Catalonia had risen in 
revolt, and were at war with Spain in defence of their 
proclaimed independence. The people of Mexico be-
came alarmed, for the viceroy was a near relative to 
the chief of the Portuguese insurgents, the duke of 
Braganza, and there was a large number of that 
nationality in the country. Many of them were 
wealthy and influential, and had always been treated 
by Escalona with marked favor. Fears were enter-
tained that the insurrection might spread to the New 
World, and the duke's behavior apparently justified 
this apprehension. Cédulas had been sent to the 

'^ ' Diciendo no querU estar en tierra donde tanto ataba las manos á U jus-
ticU U contempUcion de los sefiores vireyes.' Palafox, El Ven. Senor, 9. 

** The money disappeared mysteriously; 'murieron (the 800,000. pesos) 
como su duefio muy apriessa.' Oonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., L 65. Torre-
bUnca was Uter suspended from office and banUhed to Tacuba, for the term 
of five years. In 1650 the council of the Indies pronounced a severe sentence 
a ^ n s t him—perpetual removal from office, exUe from the New World, for 
ten years from the court, and a tine of 16,000 ducats. Guijo, Diario, in Doc. 
Hist. Mex., Ist ser., L 107. AU thU implies that frauds were committed in 
the adminUtiation of the estate. * 
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viceroy to serve as a guide for his conduct toward the 
Portuguese, but they were kept secret, and neither 
the audiencia nor the visitador learned their con-
tents. The distinctions bestowed on the Portuguese 
were remembered; how one had been made castellan 
of San Juan de Ulúa; how another, even after the 
arrival of the news, had been placed in charge of a 
portion of the troops, and received the rank of maes-
tre de campo; while a third was appointed comisario 
general.^^ I t was also asserted that, on the very day 
when the intelligence was received, Escalona, instead 
of expressing sorrow, dressed himself in gala costume 
and invited his friends to a banquet. 

One circumstance, however, although a trivial one, 
was brought forward as clearly proving the duke's 
disloyalty. I t was alleged that, when offered the 
choice of two horses, one belonging to Pedro de Cas-
tilla, and the other to Cristôbal de Portugal, he ex-
claimed, after trying them: '*The Portuguese is the 
better."^'' This remark did not escape the strained 
ears of his enemies; and trifling as it was, it was 
afterward so construed as to form one of the heaviest 
charges against him.̂ ^ The loss of one of the mail-
ships, despatched in the beginning of the year, also 
caused great excitement, and without regard to in-
consistency of dates was by some persons interpreted 
as a premeditated step of the viceroy to aid his rebel 
cousin in Portus^al. 

O 

The feeling of the Spaniards against the Portu-
^' It seems that the first instractions from Spain did not order the dis-

missal of Portuguese officials, who were considered trastworthy, but only en-
joined strict vigilance. The duke retained them in office as there were no 
Bufficient reasons for their removal. 

*° 'Mejor es el de Portugal.' Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex., 14; Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
ii. 15; Bustamante in Paía/oa;, El Ven. Senor, 79. The two last authorities 
say the horses had been given to the duke. Palafox, Respuesta, in Palafox, 
El Ven. Senor, 57, gives to the horses the names of Castilla and Portugal, 
and changes the viceroy's exclamation to 'Dejo á CastiIIa por Portugal.' 

*̂  Correspondence with Portuguese noblemen, observations approving the 
duke of Braganza's treachery, and even the project of a Portuguese invasion 
were also on the list of accusations against Escalona, but proofs were never 
fumished, and it is not at all improbable that the bishop had a good deal to 
do with the circulation of such rumors, if not with their creation. 
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guese reached its climax on the 13th of August 1641, 
the day of St Hippolytus. When the usual proces-
sion of the banner met a body of soldiers with their 
Portuguese captain, the customary salute of lowering 
the flag was refused on the ground of the duke's 
absence.'̂ ^ The Spaniards, though greatly incensed, 
merely changed their route, and made no attempt to 
punish their insolent neighbors. Palafox, who soon 
affcerward returned to Mexico, represented to the 
viceroy the necessity of punishing the captain and of 
adopting energetic measures to prevent an outbreak 
of the Portuguese, who becaine more haughty from 
day to day. Escalona agreed with the bishop, but 
could not be induced to take any active steps, 
although the representations were repeated.^ 

While the viceroy and Palafox were yet quarrelling, 
information reached Mexico that the Portuguese in 
Brazil had rebelled, and that a mutiny had occurred 
in Cartagena, New Granada.'^ The zealous visitador 
immediately held consultations with the members 
of the audiencia, the inquisition, and a number of 
prominent persons, and all urged him to reason with 
the duke, and call his attention to the impending 
danger. The dismissal of the Portuguese captain 
and those of his countrymen who held office under the 
crown, and the disbanding of the companies of Portu-
guese soldiers, were deemed necessary. An attempt 
to obtain an interview with the viceroy failed, owing 
to the latter's discourtesy; and when the bishop ex-
plained his views in a letter,^^ the duke's answer was, 

** No reason U assigned why the viceroy failed to assist. ' El portugues 
dijo: que no halUndose en él (the procession), S. E. á ningun otro abaiiría su 
bandera.' Palafox, El Ven. Seiior, 10-11. 

"^ PaUfox, in hU letter to the king, mentions the disrespectful Unguage 
of the viceroy, saying that the latter, on one occasion, told the bishop's chap-
Uin: ' por ahí dicen que me aUo con esto, si eso fuese asi, yo sería rey, y mi 
obispo papa.' Paiafox, El Ven. Senor, 60. There is no doubt that, as well on 
this as on other oecasions, the viceroy made merry with the serious remarks 
of the bishop, who really suspected a conspiracy. 

"Cartagenade las Indias, as i twas then called, to distinguUh it from 
that of old Spain. 

*» ' Con maravillosas razones y profunda reverencU le proponU U reforma-
cion del capitan portugues, y todos los demas puntas convenientes.' 

'Ji 



SUSPICIONS OF DISLOYALTY. 107 

"The learned always err." Nevertheless a meeting 
was convoked, consisting of lawyers, friars, and other 
personages with little or no judgment on political 
affairs. Moreover disputes about etiquette prevented 
any definite action. 

Comprehending at last the danger of greater delay, 
the viceroy issued a proclamation, ordering the Portu-
guese inhabitants to deliver up their fire-arms under 
pain of death. The Portuguese captain was dismissed, 
and Palafox, in order to manifest his conciliatory dis-
position, went to the palace to congratulatø Escalona, 
but was discourteously treated by the viceroy. The 
iII-wiU of the latter increased when his request to the 
visitador to pardon a certain prisoner was denied, and 
the bishop in some skilful manner contrived to secure 
the people's sympathy for his conduct. The duke re-
taliated, vexing the bishop by petty annoyances and a 
lack of courtesy; he persecuted his friends, and forbade 
him to interfere with the despatch of the Philippine 
vessels, a matter which belonged to the jurisdiction 
of the visitador. Toward the end of 1641 Palafox 
was desirous of returning to his diocese, but was pro-
voked by the sneering remarks of the duke^^ to remain, 
only to experience new offence in the following year, 
when the corregidor of Vera Cruz imprisoned a Car-
melite friar on whose person were found letters which 
caused him to be suspected of being an emissary of 
the bishop, and the latter's efforts in his behalf seemed 
to confirm it. Having failed to obtain from the vice-
roy the punishment of the corregidor, and the resi-
dencia of Cadereita being concluded, in February 1642 
the bishop retired to Puebla to attend to his duties, 
and to await the result of his reports to the king, 
whom as a loyal subject and in duty bound he had 
informed of the suspicious behavior of the duke. 

His patience was not put to a severe test. The 
^^" king had always been aware of the viceroy's intimate 
Qikii"*' relation with the Portuguese rebel, who had wrested 
i]}VÍ^ **EscaIona said publicly he had ordered the bishop to retum to Puebla. 
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from the Spanish sovereign an important province; 
the critical circumstances of the epoch and the abuses 
wrought by the viceroy's attendants, magnified as 
they were by the bishop, effectually undermined the 
king's confidence. Previous orders to exercise a whole-
some surveillance were now amplified, and the visi-
tador was ordered to take possession of the govern-
ment. Simultaneously his services were recognized 
by offering him the archbishopric of Mexico, vacant 
since the death of Feliciano de Vega.'̂ ^ 

These cédulas arrived toward the end of May 1642,^ 
and Palafox was not loath to assume the viceroyalty, 
which office so well suited his ambition. H e declined, 
however, the archiepiscopal see.̂ ^ The latter was in 
consequence given to Juan de Manosca y Zamora, the 
late president of the chancillería of New Granada.*" 
H e was consecrated by Palafox on the 24th of Feb-
ruary 1645. Keeping secret his appointment, the 
bishop proceeded on the 6th of June 1642 to Mexico, 
where his exaltation to the highest ecclesiastical dig-
nity had filled with joy the whole population, save the 
viceroy, who congratulated him with such scant cour-
tesy^^ as to rouse the ire of the bishop, who occupied 
himself during the two following days with sending 
letters to Puebla, Vera Cruz, and other places, making 
known his appointment almost simultaneously. On 
the eve of Saturday the 9th of June, the final prepa-

.M 

*' Diego de Guevara, archbishop-elect of Santo Domingo, had taken pos-
session of the see in the name of Vega, and ruled until his death. Ooneaiez 
Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 64. 

28The contemporary narrator, in Palafox, El Ven. Seflor, 18, says March 
23d, which is likely to be a misprint, or incorrect reading of the original man-
uscript. The time given in the text is supported by the personal statements 
of PaUfox, and intimated by Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 14. 

^ Gonzalez Dávila asserts because he had vowed not to accept any other 
see but that of PuebU. 

'" A native of Marquina in Biscay. He was educated in Mexico, studied 
in SaUmanca, and held Uter, among other offices, that of inquisitor at Carta-
gena and Lima. Vdancvrt, Trat. Mex., 25. Some call him Mafiosca, others 
Zamora; the first, his matemal name, was with preference adopted by him. 
Panes mentions him as Juan Saenz de Mayorca y Zamora. Vireyes, in Mon-
mentos, Dom. Esp., MS., 99. 

" I t is also said that Escalona circuUted reports that PaUfox owed hU 
elevation to hU influence. 
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rations for the stroke were made in the city of Mexico, 
as the viceroy intended to retire to Chapultepec. A t 
a late hour of the night, after previously informing 
the members of the inquisition, and ordering them to 
be ready for action, the members of the audiencia were 
summoned to his house and shown the royal cédulas, 
which they obeyed, recognizing Palafox as viceroy. 
Subsequently the city council, municipal and royal 
officials, and a number of prominent citizens, who had 
been asserabled, were likevvise acquainted with the 
king's will, and all declared their willingness to obey. 

During the same night, by order of Palafox, the 
maestre de campo, Antonio Urrutia de Vergara,^^ with 
thirty resolute men took possession of ánd guarded 
the entrances to the viceregal palace, allowing all who 
so desired to leave it, but none to enter. This done, 
word was sent to the new viceroy, together with the 
information, that everything within the palace was 
quiet and that there was not the least suspicion. 
Others had secured the prison, the mint, the house 
where the royal seal was kept, and several public 
buildings. 

Confident as was the bishop that his conduct could 
not fail to meet with the approval of the people, he 
still deemed it but prudent to have an eye to his own 
safety. A t five o'clock the next morning everything 
was ready, and the oidor Andrés de Pardo de Lagos,^ 
accompanied by two alcaldes, the fiscal, and a secretary, 
proceeded to the palace to notify to the duke his down-
falL^ 

Escalona was asleep when Lagos and his compan-
ions entered, and awoke to find the party on bended 
knee, as they apprised him of the king's latest reso-

?*' lution. The secretary handed him the cédula, but he 

Ĵ î  *' He is sometimes only called Vergara, in other instances UrrutU. 
" In some pUces he is called Lugi or Lugo. 
•* Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 14-15, expresses his astonishment that they could 

enter the paUce without encounteríng opposition. He forgets evidently that 
the guard, although only subject to the immedUte orders of the viceroy, 
would not fail to obey those of the maestre de campo, the second commander, 
who, as has been shown, sided with the bishop. 
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retumed it with the request that it be read to him. 
This was done, and raising himself on his shoulder he 
listened, speechless with surprise, to the words of his 
sovereign, who, under pretext of bestowing on him 
greater favors, bade him deliver up the reins of power 
to the archbishop and retum to Spain. "This is a 
hard blow, but the orders of the king must be obeyed," 
was his answer. Informed that his successor had 
already assumed office and demanded his early de-
parture from Mexico, he left the capital between seven 
and eight o'clock, poorly equipped and with a scanty 
retinue,'^ and retired to the convent of the barefooted 
Franciscans at Churubusco, a few miles distant. 
When the inhabitants awoke, they learned with 
amazement how close to the verge of rebellion the 
province had been, and that but for the prudence and 
energy of the new viceroy the stain of sedition had 
been branded on the most noble and loyal city of New 
Spain. Such was at least the manner in which the 
friends of the bishop justified his conduct, and though 
the people believed it for a while, they were soon un-
deceived. 

On the lOth of June"* Palafox inaugurated his 
rule, and his first measure was to place under em-
bargo all the property and papers belonging to his 
predecessor,'^ whose residencia he immediately began 
to take. The conduct of Escalona and of certain of 
his friends and attendants who were in prison, was 
closely scrutinized; but all efforts failed to secure 
evidence of the suspected conspiracy. The people, 
always inclined to sympathize with the unfortunate, 

*^ ' En un coche de dos muUs, mal alifiada U persona y con un solo page.' 
Palafox, El Ven. Senor, 21. 

"The Bon of Escalona in his compUint to the king says erroneously that 
the bishop took these measures on the night of a Snnday, wfaich would have 
been June lOth. Escaiona, Defensa in Vir. Instruc, MS., Ist ser., no. 1, 1-2. 
Lorenzana, referring to the L bro de CabUdo, says PaUfox entered into office 
on the 9th. Hist. N. Etp., 23. 

"Cavo, Tres Sighs, iL 14, foUowed by Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v. 330, 
makes the improbabU assertUn, that the duke's inroperty was aolid at anc-
tion. 
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ere long pitied the duke on account of the new vice-
roy's harsh proceeding, explaining his alleged malefea-
sance as the calumniations of his enemies, and his 
mistakes in the government as originated by the bad 
counsel of his advisers. Later events seemed to jus-
tify this opinion, and having remained in the convent 
of Churubusco tiU the end of 1642 Escalona removed 
to the small town of San Martin, about sixteen 
leagues from Mexico, and three months later returned 
to Spain.^ Here he vihdicated his conduct so satis-
factorily that the king intended to reinstall him in 
office, but afterward bestowed on him the viceroyalty 
of Sicily and a grant of six thousand pesos of rental. 
His opinion was also consulted about the government 
of New Spain, and among other suggestions he made 
was that of resuming the expeditions to California. 
There is no doubt that he became a victim to the 
visitador's ambition or scruples, and that on account 
of his innate indolence his friends and attendants 
were allowed too much influence in the control of af-
fairs, but no evidence has been produced strong enough 
to convict him of disloyalty.^ 

Whatever the reasons which controlled the conduct 
of Palafox in all affairs where Escalona was concerned, 
once in charge of the highest magistracy of New 

'8 With him he took wrítten testimony of the city council, other corpo-
rations, and noany prominent persons, giving evidence of his innocence. 

^^ El Venei'oble Senor Don Juan de Paiafox y Mendoza.. .juMificado en el 
Tribunal de la Razon, Mexico, 1831, pp. 79, pubKshed by Cárlos María de Bus-
tamante. This work forms part of the Voz de la Patria, and contains docu-
ments bearíng on the altercations between Escalona and PaUi'ox. The first 
is a reUtion, wrítten by a contemporary, apparently a fríend of the bishop, 
bnt full of valuable information and less biassed than might have been ex-
pected. The second is a memorUI to the king by the son of the ex-viceroy, 
asserting the duke's innocence aud severely accusing PaUfox. Anothêr, 
apparently coetaneous copy exists in my manuscrípt collection under the 
title EscMona, D^ensa. The Ust document is the bishop's reply to the king 
conceming the charges preferred against him. Both the memoríal and the 
reply, partial as their orígin necessaríly stamps them, add few historical facts 
to the nrst document, but are valuable because they reveal occasionally the 
reasons which guided the two antagonists. Of Uter writers, most have 
adopted the version that the removal of Escalona was an act of unnecessary 
cantion in view of the slight reasons against him; others, like AUman and 



112 ESCALONA, PALAFOX, AND SALVATIERRA. 

Spain he proved himself well fitted for the position. 
The abuses which his predecessor had permitted in 
the management of the public water-works and the 
granary were corrected; crime was severely pun-
ished; and frequent public sessions were held, often 
presided over by the viceroy himself *° The affairs 
of the royal treasury, of late a mine of wealth for 
unscrupulous officials, were reorganized, but Palafox 
himself did not draw any of the salary due him as 
visitador and viceroy. 

Vera Cruz and Acapulco were fortified according 
to orders from Spain, the duties of maestre de campo 
more clearly defined, and twelve new companies of 
militia organized for purposes of defence. The vice-
roy then directed his attention to the improvement of 
ecclesiastical and educational matters. H e made re-
forms in the affairs of the church, visited the convents, 
framed statutes for the university, and, though a pro-
tector of the Indians, was sometimes severe in his 
endeavor to outroot such superstitions as stiU lingered 
in their minds. To that end a number of ancient 
statues and idols, kept by preceding viceroys as tokens 
of victory, were demolished.*^ 

In the mean time a new viceroy had been appointed 
by the crown, and to him Palafox delivered the reins 
of power, after a rule of five months,*^ during which 
brief term he gave unquestionable proof of ability and 
disinterestedness. By order of the king, he gave to 
his successor a coUection of * instructions' to guide 

Ribera, confine themselves to a mere statement of the facts, without express-
ing their opinions. In addition to the authorities already quoted I refer the 
reader for more details to Vetanairt, Trat. Mex., 14; Cavo, Tres Sighs, iL 
11-15; Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus,iL 237-8; Alaman,Disert., iii. app. 28-9; 
Rivera, Gobernantes, i. 132-41. 

^ 'Diô audiencU.. .eu que habUban en dos dias cuantos no habian podido 
hablar á S. E. en dos anos.' Palafox, d Ven. Sefíor, 23. 

<i This iconocUsm has been severely censured, and justly so, because a 
number of curious and doubtless valuable reUcs have thus disappeared. If 
ii:e had simply put them among other objects of idol-worship, the bishop 
would also have attained hU purpose and remained exempt uom the juat 
charge of intolerance and fanaticUm. 

" Tonron U in error wben he states that PáUfoz rnled three years as viæ-
roy. Hist. Oen. Amérique, vii. 361. 
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him in the govemment,*' and then turned his atten-
tion to his duties as bishop and visitador.** The 
cathedral of Puebla, which had been commenced in 
the middle of the preceding century, was completed,*^ 
the viceroy making a donation of 15,000 pesos, and 
obtaining within four years subscriptions amounting 
to 150,0(^0 pesos.** 

The building was consecrated on the 18th of April 
1649, and until the completion of the cathedral in 
Mexico was the finest church edifice in New Spain.*' 
More than a hundred thousand persons were con-
firmed;*^ the college of San Pedro y San Pablo was 
founded, with a library of some six thousand volumes; 
the hospital de la Concepcion for orphans was estab-

'''<'' lished; and many other charitable acts*' gave testi-
' ̂  mony to the zeal of this worthy prelate. 

Ih October 1642 the nineteenth viceroy of New 

^ These Instrucciones, as they were generally termed, should by order of 
the crown be given by every vacating viceroy to his successor, and were gen-
erally rather a résumé of the coudition of the country, with suggestions for 
the best government, than what the title implied. Those of Palafox to Sal-
vatierra, contained in Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 7-46, reveal a very thorough 
understauding of the socUI and political state of affairs in New Spain at that 
time, and embrace nearly all the important points which then miglit come 
under consideration. The character of their author readily accounts for cer-
tain stress laid on ecclesiastical coôperation. 

** His residencU was not taken until 1652, and though he had created 
many enemies no charges were made. ' No resultd... cargo, ni culpa alguna 
.. .ni huuo Demanda, QuerelU, ni Capitulo.' The council of the Indies pub-
lished tho sentence on August 8, 1652. Satisfacion al Memorial, 31-2; Pcda-
fox, Obras, xii. 465-7; xiii. 106-14; Guijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., Ist 
ser., L 215-16. 

*̂  A royal cedula of January 19, 1640, had directed himto hasten the com-
pletion of the building. 

*̂  Rosende, in PcUafox, Obras, xiii. 57-60, followed by Touron, Hist. Gen. 
Amérîque, vii. 326-7, places the amount at 400,000 pesos; but the former's 
statement probably originated in the desire of extolling the glory of hU 
patron. Gonzalez Dávila, Vetancurt, and Calle give the statements adopted 
in the text. Teatro Ecles., i. 99; Trat. Mex., 52; Mem. y Not., 66. García 
says that altogether 333,133 pesos 1 real 11 granos were spent. Soc Mex. 
Geog., BoL, viii. 175. 

" A description of the cathedral, which contained many costly paintings 
and sculptures, and is said then to have been equal, if not superior, to the finest 

»11* • in Spain, U given by Rosende in Paiqfox, Obrcts, xiii. 55-61; aíso in Vdan-
ei " cvrt, Trai. Mex., 48-9. 
bislnp 48 Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex., 52. Gonzalez DáviU says 60,000 from 1640 to 
lejní' 1645. TeatroEcles.,i. 99. 

^^ The bishop also established a nuimery, aided in the repairing of more 
ifíot- thau 50 churches and hospitals, and io the constraction of convents. 

HisT. M£x., VoL. m . 8 
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Spain, García Sarmiento de Sotomayor, conde de 
Salvatierra and marqués de Sabroso,^*' arrived at Vera 
Cruz, and in the following month took charge of the 
governmeut.^^ During his administration an expedi-
tion was despatched to the coast of Lower California, 
in charge of Pedro Porter y Casanate. Troops were 
enlisted, and a large number of persons made ready to 
embark on board the fleet; for it was said that the 
pearl fisheries of that region were second only to those 
discovered by Vasco Nunez de Balboa. When all was 
in readiness the vessels were destroyed by fire. A 
second expedition was fitted out and set sail a few 
years later, but resulted in failure. In 1648 Casanate 
returned to report to the viceroy that he had failed 
even to discover any spot suitable for a settlement. 

During this year Salvatierra was appointed to the 
viceroyalty of Peru.^'^ His conduct meets with the 
approval of the chroniclers of his period, althoûgh 
the condition of affairs during his régime was far from 
prosperous.^^ Spain was engaged in external wars 
and the suppression of internal revolts; the attention 
of her sovereign was concentrated almost exclusively 
on European affairs, and though cédula followed cédula 
in quick succession they contained little save demands 
for money. Throughout the provinces commerce and 

^''Some authors say Sobroso; Zamacois styles him marqués de Sonora. 
HisL Méj., V, 334. 

^̂  Vetancurt, Trat. Mex., 14, and Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 16, say it was on 
the 23d of November. Lorenzana, Hist. N. Esp., 23, and Guijo, DiarÍQ, in 
Doc. Hist. Mex., série i. 6, respectively place it on the 13th and 15th. ) 

**CogolIudo, H'ist, Yuc, 701-2, says Salvatierra was somewhat reluetant 
to deliver up the govemment; but this is not probable, as the viceroj^ty of 
Pera was generally held in higher esteem thau that of New Spaiuy/On the 
12th of June, 1648, his residencU was begun, and though later discontinued 
by order of the king, was resumed in July 1652. Guijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. 
Mex., Ist series, i. 10, 15, 223. In June 1660 news arrived at Mexico that 
Salvatierra, after serving his term as viceroy of Pera, became temporarily in-
sane, and died shortly after his recovery. Ouijo, in Id., 443. Vetancurt says 
he died at Cartagena when on his way to Spain. 

58 The only serious charge brought against him was that he caused the 
Indians to serve as sUves to the fria^ and to pay tbeir tribute in kind. The 
king disapproved of the measure, and in 1644 forbade it. IndUns were to be 
exempted from all imposts, and from servitude, unless they were paid and 
volunteered to do the work. Strict compliance with previous céduUs bear-
ing on the subject was enjoined. Maitratamiento de Indios, MS., no. 6, 1-2. 
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industries languished, and a crowd of quarrelsome 
ecclesiastics and indolent officials gathered in the 
wealth of the community. Flood and earthquake 
were among the causes that made the term of Salva-
tierra's administration memorable as one fraught with 
disaster to the people of Mexico.^* 

** A towif named after the viceroy was founded in Guanajuato, and in the 
foUowing year decUred a city. Quintana, in Soc Mex. Geog., BoL, 2da ép. 
i. 579. The ground, an immense tract of Und, had been given by a certain 
Alderete under condition that a yearly rent of 2,000 pesos be paid to him and 
hU descendants in honor of thedonation. Rornero, Not. Mich., 223-5. Sah a-
tierra was a man of simple manners, and much averse to the btu*densome 
etiquette connected with his position. He frequently gave cause of offence 
to the oidores by hU unceremonious conduct, and someloines iucurred severo 
rebukes from the crown. 

h:JíMÂ:^^ 
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JESUIT LABORS AND STRIFES. 

1600-1700. 

THB PIBLD OF JESUIT LABOBS—THB FIBST DISPUTBS WITH THB CHTTBCH OT 

PUEBLA—ATTITUDB OF PALAFOX—RELATIONS BETWEBN THB BISHOP 

AND THE J B S U I T S — O P E N HOSTILITY—APPOINTMENT OP JUDGES— 

PALAFOX SENTENCED—HE RETALIATES—His FLIGHT FEOM PUEBLA— 

THB VICTOEIOUS SOCIETY—THB BISHOP RETUENS—GENEBAL REPBI-

MANDS FBOM S P A I N — T H E J E S U I T S D E F E A T E D I N ROMB—^RBVIVAL A N D 

CONCLUSION OF THE QUAEEEL—^LlFE OF P A L A F O X I N S P A I N — H l S 

DEATH—DlSPUTES WITH THB SOCIETY ABOUT TlTHBS—^THE J E S U I T S A T 

THE CLOSB OF T H B C E N T U B Y . 

DtJRiNG the rule of Viceroy Salvatierra there oc-
curred a bitter dispute between the regular and secu-
lar clergy, and one which though carried on only in 
Mexico and Puebla agitated almost all New Spain, 
absorbed the attention of the governments at Mexico 
and Madrid, and became a frequent subject for dis-
cussion and consultation to the holy see itself On 
one side was the able, energetic, and strong-minded 
bishop of Puebla, Juan de Palafox y Mendoza, tem-
porary viceroy, archbishop elect of Mexico, and visi-
tador general of New Spain. His adversaries were 
the Jesuits, who were not second to him in ability, 
whose ranks were thoroughly organized, who had 
the command of wealth wherewith to secure friends, 
and whose influence over the people was fully equaí 
to that of the prelate. The early labors of Palafox 
have already been related; and in order that the 
means at the disposal of his antagonists may be bet-
ter understood, I shall give a brief sketch of the field 

( 1 1 6 I 
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worked by the Jesuits since the beginning of the 
seventeenth century. 

The operations of the society extended not only to 
the capital and its neighborhood, but to northern 
regions. They partly held possession of Durango, 
Sonora, and Sinaloa, and from those points extended 
their missions into the unknown territory of California. 
Occasionally efforts were made in some districts by 
other orders, and by the secular clergy, to deprive 
them of their predominating influence; but by ably 
conducted intrigues, or even open resistance against 
episcopal orders which they regarded as encroaching 
upon their privileges, they contrived to maintain their 
claims. With equal success they always regained the 
ground temporarily lost by revolts of the natives, and 
at the close of the seventeenth century were steadily 
extending their dominion toward the north.^ 

A t the same time, while their efforts were chiefly 
in that direction, they lost no opportunity to establish 
houses and colleges in other provinces, well aware that 
if the education of the j^oung could be brought under 
their control their influence would be greatly extended. 
Thus arose their establishmentat Zacatecas, and later 
the one at Guadalajara,^ both of which becameamong 
the most prominent in the country. In the adjoining 
province of San Luis Potosí, there had been but two 
fathers during the early part of the century; never-
theless their work was so successful that in 1623 a 
college was founded,^ and notwithstanding some tem-
porary opposition it prospered. A marked triumph 
was moreover secured by the order in Guanajuato, 
when the city, in 1616, chose San Ignacio de Loyola 

* For a detailed account of the Jesuit labors in the unknown region, I refer 
the reader to Hist. North Mex. States, i., passim, this series. 

' B o t h were erected with money mainly derived from donations; that of 
Zacatecas was begun in 1616; the other of Guadalajara was commenced in 
1659, but the foundation did not take place till about 40 years later. Alcíjre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 81-2, 416; iii. 64-9, 91-2; Jalisco, Notas, 16-17, 171. 

^Sinaloa, ^tem. Hist., MS., 983-91. Voluntary gifts of considerable 
amount were at first offered; later the inhabitants made a donation of a her-
mitage which had been founded under the name of Santa Veracraz, or San 
Sebastian. Alegre, ii. 141-2, 152-3. 

•^-'m^. 
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as its patron saint. A t about the same time pre-
liminary steps were taken for the establishment of a 
college in Querétaro, but it was not founded tiU some 
years later.* 

On a more extensive scale were the Jesuit labors 
in Michoacan. In their coUeges at Patzcuaro and 
Valladolid new converts were educated and made 
familiar with the native tongucs of that region. Thus 
practically all the religious work of the bishopric was 
in the hands of the society. This success was due as 
well to their zeal as to the veneration in which some 
of the fathers were held, among them Francisco 
Bamirez and Juan Ferro.^ 

While thus the society was gaining ground in the 
central and northern regions, it was less successful in 
the south-east. In Oajaca the missions of the Jesuits 
were in a poor condition,* and in Yucatan where a 
college had been founded under the most promising 
auspices,' they could never attain the same influence 
as elsewhere. 

This failure, however, was more than compensated 
for in Mexico and its neighborhood, where their estab-
lishments were more flourishing than ever before; 
and costly structures, the number of which was con-
stantly increasing, gave evidence of their wide-spread 
influence. In 1603 was consecrated the church of 
the Colegio Máximo in Mexico,® at that time not sur-
passed in magnificence by any church edifice in New 
Spain. The highest dignitaries often officiated there; 
among others Archbishop García Guerra, who held 

* Pedro de EgurroU is mentioned as the first rector. Alegre, Hist. Comp. 
Jesus, n. 205. The same author gives many, though uninterestiug, detaâs 
connected with the foundation. 

° The former Ubored for 60 years among the Tarascos, and at the colleges 
of Pátzcuaro and VaHadoIid. Ferro was famous as an excellent linguist, 
having confessed persons in five or six different languages. 

^The Dominicans, who predominated in this province, thougb otherwise 
stanch friends of the Jesuits, Ubored energetically to maintam their own 
superiority. 

^ On May 19,1618) Later the privileges of a university were aUo granted. 
CogoUudo, Hist. Yuc, 216-16, 449. 

8<EI mas suntuoso que habia enténces en México.' Alegre, Hist. Comp. 
Jesus, i. 408. 
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services during lent of 1608, the bishops of Oajaca 
and Michoacan acting as his assistants. The crown 
also favored the society at this time. Since 1582 thc 
college of San Pedro y San Pablo, established orig-
inally by the first provincial, had suffered many 
vicissitudes, and when abandoned by the Jesuits in 
consequence of the pretentious behavior of its patrons, 
fell into decay. By a cédula of May 29, 1612, the 
management was again placed in the hands of the 
order, and the Jesuits took formal possession in JanV 
uary 1618, after which it was incorporated with the 
coUege of San Ildefonso, although under the royal 
patronage.^ 

Another establishment of similar character and 
under the same name was founded some years later 
in Puebla, when Ildefonso de la Mota, bishop of that 
see, transferred to the society a church and several 
houses for the foundation of a coUege,^" with chairs 
for theology and philosophy. Viceroy Cerralvo later 
endowed it with the privílege of bestowing university 
degrees." 

Since 1618 the Jesuits had also been presented witli 
the curacy of Tepotzotlan, where they had a house for 
novices, and labored gratuitously as the natives could 
not maintain a regular parish priest.^^ Occasionally 
disputes arose, apparently originated by claims for 
greater independence from episcopal jurisdiction; but 
favorable reports of the ruling viceroys caused the 
society to remain in undisturbed possession for many 
years. 

Stimulated by the success of their labors, as well 

^llorencia, Hist. Prov. Jesus, 174—80; Recop. Ind., i. 212. At the same 
time the statutes for its govemment were issued. Alegre, ii. 96-103. 

"̂ For some unknown reason the bishop abandoned his original project to 
establish a hospital for natives. Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 155-7. 

" The bishopdied before the chairs were established; and then the church 
of Puebla cUimed that the donation was null on the ground that it had been 
made by the deceased after receiving the last sacraments, and therefore un-
UwfuUy, a statement which is refutedby Alegre. Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 155-
8,193-4. Later a compromise settled the dispute. 

' 'Ribas, Hi^. Triumphos, 731-2, says it was the only curacy that the 
society held. 
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among Spaniards as natives, the Jesuits continued 
to amass wealth, though under the guise of poverty; 
and well aware of the sympathy bestowed on them 
by rich and poor, they were not afraid of adversaries. 
This appeared when, in 1639, troubles began be-
tween the Jesuits and the chapter of the cathedral of 
Puebla about a donation made to the society by the 
prebendary, Hernando de la Serna.^^ The dispute arose 
concerning a farm valued at sixty thousand pesos, and 
intended for the establishment of a Jesuit college at 
Vera Cruz. Notwithstanding an order of the eccle-
siastical cabildo, forbidding Serna to make the con-
veyance, except to a party subject to the payment of 
tithes, the transfer was made to the society. The 
vicar-general of the diocese in consequence attached 
the remainder of Serna's property," to guarantee the 
payment of the tithes, and demanded that the dona-
tion be annulled under threat of severe ecclesiastical 
censure. Serna protested against the legality of such 
proceeding and of course received support from the 
Jesuits, who also disputed the authority of the vicar-
general.*^ 

Such was the state of affairs when Palafox arrived 
in New Spain. As he had always been a friend of 
the society, and had given repeated proofs of such 
friendship, an immediate and favorable decision was 
expected. A t first his rule was promising for the 
Jesuits; the embargo on the prebendary's property 
and income was modified so as to comprise only the 
amount of the tithes involved, and a free disposal 
allowed of the remainder. The bishop refused a more 

"Bustamante, in Cavo, TresSiglos, ú. 20, followed by Rivera, Oobemantes, 
i. 144, calU him Hermenegildo de U Sema. Alegre says Femaudo and Her-
nando; PaUfox, in his different works, gives Hemando. 

^*Ás an additional reason it was said that two sisters of the donor o'wned 
a certain part of the fama, and being nuns of the convent de U Concepcion, 
under the jurisdiction of the see of PuebU, their shares could not be alienated 
without episcopal consent. Palafox, Carta dd Ven., 119-21. Alegre, HisL 
Comp. Jesus, ii. 223-4, asserts that the donation was made by Sema and hU 
mother, and the deed signed Feb. 22, 1639. 

^^Aúgre, 226, carefully avoids mentioning why the cathedral demanded 
the revocation of the gift. 

r^æts:?isUB)Sm.:xi,î3amiSíííkSí..ii^M,tmif^'<tlt: '^mit 
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pronounced use of his authority, convinced that the 
request of the cabildo was founded on justice. H e 
therefore advised the Jesuits either quietly to await ^ 
the result of the law-suit then pending concerning 
the property, or to compromise, recommending the 
latter course.^^ But this counsel was not accepted. 
To compromise now, would seem to render their pre-
tensions unfounded. Applications were once more 
made to the bishop, usually couched in respectful 
phrase, but occasionally imperative in tone. No fa-
vorable answer was received, and thus gradually a 
colder feeling was created between the prelate and 
the society. 

Thus matters continued till 1643, when a council 
of the Jesuit order,^^ where Andres Perez de Bibas 
and Juan de Sangiiesa were elected as proctors, 
prompted the bishop to issue a document in defense 
of his church. This was despatched to Spain by the 
same fleet in which theproctors took their departure. 
The emissaries of the society obtained nothing in 
Spain, and, when this became known in Mexico, the 
provincial, Francisco Calderon, published a pamphlet 
against the bishop's policy. Paîafox had meanwhile 
been exposed to many annoyances on the part of his 
former friends. Sermons were preached against him 
by the Jesuit priests, especially by Father Juan de«f 
San Miguel. During his illness in the beginning of 
1647, when a great festivity was held in one of their 
churches, he was treated with open discourtesy, and 
much ill-feeling was manifested when the society lost 
another law-suit about an inheritance,^^ as they sup-
posed through the bishop's influence. AII this con-

^̂  'Que era mejor componer este pleito.. .y con soltar los diez, lograban 
lo8 padres los ciento.' Palafox, Cartadel Ven., 120. The want of the royal 
license for the projected foundation was another reason why Palafox refused 
to decide against the cathedral. 

^̂  The usual time was November, but in order that proctors might be sent 
to Spain it was convoked in Febraary. 

^8They attempted to appropriate one half of a legacy of 50,000 pesos, the 
administration of which had been intrasted to the society as executors of the 
w l. Paiafox, Carta del Ven., 123. 
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tributed to bring about a rupture, which was to be 
felt throughout New Spain.^* 

Palafox retaliated, prohibiting Father Juan de San 
Miguel from preaching, and complaining to the general 
of the order. The main issue was taken, however, on 
ash-Wednesday, the 6th of March, 1647, when his 
provisor and vicar-general, Juan de Merlo, suspended 
the licenses of the Jesuit fathers to preach and to 
confess, until recognized and ratified by the bishop. 
A term of twenty-four hours was granted to obtain 
the confirmation. The members of the order were no 
less provoked than surprised at this edict, and re-
garded it as an inroad on their privileges. True they 
had not the exequatur of the India Council,'^ but they 
were, or at least thought themselves, protected by 
their office from the wrath of the prelate, who, more-
over, as visitador and viceroy had rendered them all 
possible assistance. The pending dispute about the 
payment of tithes became now a secondary matter; 
the great question was whether they should comply 
with the edict of the vicar-general. Two priests were 
sent to the bishop to inform him of the society's ex-
emption from procuring or exhibiting licenses and 
privileges; but this measure made no impression on 
PaIafox,who as a former member of the India Council, 
and one well acquainted with the entire system of 
colonial legislation, enjoined the Jesuits either to prove 
their rights by presentation of the alleged documents, 
or obtain the necessary licenses after previous exam-
ination as to their abUity.^^ Having thus failed, they 
strove to gain time, claiming that they were subject 

" Temporarily a reconcilUtion had been effected through the intercession 
of the Jesuit visitador Juan de Bueras, but after his death the bishop was 
again persecuted. In Carta del Ven., 138-41, Palafox makes the hardly 
credible assertions that toward the end of 1646 the Jesuits attempted to ob-
tain from the 'viceroy his banisbment from New Spain, and, failing in that, 
even suggested murder! 

'"'Such is the assertion of Palafox, which fînds a tacit confirmation in the 
reticence of Alegre about so necessary a formality. 

'^ The bishop was doubtless right, but it seems as if the Uws on the sub-
ject had not been rigidly enforced of late. Palafox, Obras, xii. 17, 56, main-
tains that in three years only one Jesuit priest had applied for a license. 
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to the provincial in Mexico, to whom, they said, the 
affair had been submitted. A request to obtain in 
the interim permission to preach and to confess was 
denied. Notwithstanding areiterated injunction, how-
ever, on the 8th of March Father Luis Legaspi de-
livered a sermon, which had been announced for 
several days. The bishop, now thoroughly roused, 
ordered a decree to be published, imposing the greater 
excommunication and ecclesiastical censures on the 
Jesuits, who were described as transgressors of the 
tridentine council. A t the same time the inhabitants 
were warned against attending their sacrilegious min-
istrations.^^ 

The Jesuits obeyed the episcopal orders, and during 
the remainder of lent neither confessed nor preached; 
but meanwhile they made active preparations in Mex-
ico, to vindicate their cause. A t a meeting convoked 
for that purpose by the provincial, Pedro de Velasco, 
the appointment oîjueces conservadores^ was resolved 
upon. The difficulty in finding persons willing to ac-
cept such an office, wh ch necessarily would arouse 
the wrath of the visitador and bishop, was solved by 
the eagerness of the Dominicans, who somewhat reck-
lessly offered their services.'^* Two prominent niem-
bers of their order, Juan de Paredes and Agustin 
Godines, were elected;^^ a memorialin defense of such 
policy was published, and, if we may credit the Jesuit 
chroniclers, was received with general approbation by 
the most influential religious orders.^^ The bishop 

''^An order that the decree be fixed on the church doors was not carried 
out, perhaps from fear of scandal, the people being already wildly agitated, 
Alegre, ii. 283; but printed copies were distributed all over the country. 
The full text of the decree is given in Palafox, Obras, xii. 20-47. 

^ This name was given to judges appointed to defend the rights and privi-
leges of a convent, church, or religious corporation against any violent acts 
from without. 

** 'Desde luego ofrecian hasta los cálices de su iglesU.. .para el socorro y 
gastos de U defensa.' Alegre, ii. 286. 

^̂  Bribed by a gift of 4,000 pesos, says PaUfox. 
''̂ So says Alegre, followed by a number of writers ; he also gives extracts 

of the testimony obtained in favor of his society. Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 
289-91. Guijo, however, a contemporary and probably more impartial author, 
says that opinions were divided as to whether the appointment was a pra 
dent step. Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., Ist ser., i. 11. 
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protested through his attomeys, the fiscal Pedro 
Melian and the maestre de campo Antonio de Ver-
gara y Urmtia, but was overruled by the viceroy 
Salvatierra, who, advised by his asesor, excluded the 
audiencia from jurisdiction in the matter,^^ and declared 
the appointment to be valid. The archbishop of Mex-
ico, Manosca, having given a similar decision, the 
Jesuit provincial boldly demanded the nullification 
of the bishop's decree, and that the fathers at Puebla 
be restored to their former ministries. 

This request was but too easUy granted by the 
judges, who on April 2, 1647, pronounced a decision 
îommanding the bishop to revoke within six days the 
penalties imposed, grant provisional absolution to the 
persons concerned, reinstall the fathers in the offices 
of which they had been deprived, and revoke what-
ever had been printed during the controversy. The 
bishop and his vicar-general were to become liable to 
the greater excommunication and to heavy fines in 
case of non-compliance, and to more severe penalties, 
as general interdict, for continued disobedience.'* 
Through the influence of the comisario general of the 
Franciscans, Palafox obtained a temporary delay from 
the viceroy, but Jesuit intrigues were brought to bear 
on the latter and his asesor, and the order remained 
in force. 

About the same time a libel was published, defend-
ing the policy of the society. The state of affairs 
now became exciting. The bishop and his provisor 
excommunicated several teachers in the Jesuit college. 
In return the judges imposed upon them the same pen-
alty for their disobedience. The inhabitants of Puebla 
were in a serious dilemma, as on the one hand they 

^̂ On the gronnd that the oidores were subject to the bUhop as yisitador. 
This was trae, but the Uw provided for sucn caaes, and the viceroy could 
never concentrate in hU own person the entire jurisdiction. Salvatierra was 
in fact reprimanded by the king for his illegal conduct. 

^^Guijo adds that the bishop's property at PuebU was sequestered by the 
alcalde mayor, Agustin de Valdés, and tbat he was suspended as visitador. 
The text of the sentence U given iu Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesns, ii. 293-7, and 
in Palafox, Obras, xiL 113-16. 
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were unwiUing to forsake their beloved bishop, whiJe 
on the other they saw arrayed against him not only 
the Jesuits, whom they equally esteemed, but also 
the viceroy, the archbishop, and the religious orders. 
Each party forbade, under severe penalties, that the 
decrees of the other should be read or published. An 
essential matter had, however, not yet been disposed 
of—the notification of the sentence to the bishop 
and his vicar-general. The curate of the church 
of Mexico, Cristôbal Gutierrez de Medina, together 
with Miguel Ibarra, being commissioned to proceed 
to Puebla, for this purpose repaired to the Au-
gustinian convent and there published the verdict. 
Simultaneously by order of the inquisition several 
persons were arrested and sent to Mexico with a 
view to maintain peace. 

Aware of his great influence among the people, 
Palafox now proceeded to extreme measures. A trib-
une draped in black was erected in the cathedral; the 
beUs were toUed during a whole night; and the next 
morning, accompanied by the greater part of the chap-
ter, the bishop pronounced, according to the solemn 
ritual of the church, an anathema against the judges, 
the proctor, and several of the teachers of the society. 
A t the same time Palafox himself delivered a stirring 
discourse on the lamentable fate of the excommuni-
cated. The excitement became intense; and had it 
not been for some of the more prudent, who kept 
watch, the Jesuit colleges would have been burned 
that night by fanatics assembled in the streets of 
Puebla. 

In order to secure the approval of the pope, on the 
25th of May, 1647, Palafox wrote a long report to 
Innocent X., in which he complains bitterly of his 
offended dignity, and tells his sufferings of late sus-
tained at the hands of the Jesuits, who not only strove 
to make themselves masters of the entire wealth of 
New Spain, but to undermine the authority of the 
church. H e also defends his own policy and requests 
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I that effectual measures be taken to solve existing diffi-
culties.^^ 

As soon as the tumult in Puebla became known 
in Mexico it was resolved that the judges themselves 
should proceed thither. The bishop remonstrated, 
hinting at serious disturbances which might arise, and 
showed a desire for a reconcilation; whereupon a 
lengthy correspondence ensued, the fiscal, Viceroy Sal-
vatierra, and the municipal authorities of Puebla open-
ing negotiations with the prelate for a settlement of 
the dispute.'" The preliminaries were arranged; a 
meeting was convoked by the viceroy for the 15th of 
June, and all were hopeful that at length matters 
would be adjusted,when an untowardincident occurred. 
The bishop suddenly disappeared from Puebla, and 
none knew of his whereabouts. Whatever may have 
been the reason which prompted his flight, distrust in 
the sincerity of the proposed reconciliation seems to 
have been the principal motive.^^ I t was afterward 
known that he had retired to Tepeaca, nine leagues 
distant, leaving the affairs of the church in charge of 
Alonso de Salazar Varaona, Nicolás Gomez, and Juan 
de Merlo, and advising them not to yield to the pre-
tensions of the Jesuits and their allies.*^ 

The rule of the bishop's delegates was very brief. 
As soon as the flight of Palafox became known in 

' 'The full text of the report U given in Paiafox, Carta, 1-38, and Id., 
Obras, xi. 27-60. 

*'* ín the begiiming of May, the fiscal of the iuquisition had presented a pe-
tition to the archbishop for that purpose, but was discourteousfy received and 
ordered from his presence when he repeated hU request. Ouijo, Diario, in 
Doe. HisL Mex., Ist ser. i. 12-13. 

8̂  Guijo asserts that the partial administration of justice, and the want of 
a competent tribunal in New Spain to which to appeal, induced tbe bishop 
to flee. In a letter to the pope of Jan. 8, 1649, he says that his flight was 
caused by menaces to imprison, exile, and even to kiU him, and that he 
also wished to evade the bloodshed which otherwUe had become inevitable, 
as hU friends at PuebU would bave made armed resUtance. This assertion, 
as well as a similar one in the report to the king, is certainly exivggerated. 
Paiafox, Obras, xi. 68-71, xii. 204-18. 

8' The formal appointments were made in a letter from Tepeaca, and con-
firmed together with instractions by several others from the same pUce, 
written during hU residence there. Paiafox, Obras, xii. 218-22; Sati^acion 
ai Memoriai, 66-6. 
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Mexico, Captain Diego Obregon was despatched to 
Puebla to maintain order, accompanied by the jueces 
conservadores, and soon after the Jesuit provincial, 
Pedro de Velasco, arrived. They were received with 
ringing of bells and demonstrations of joy on the part 
of the people, who were somewhat disgusted with the 
conduct of Palafox. The Jesuits had now the victory, 
and knew how to use it. Only two of the appointed 
provisors were there, and it was not very difficult to 
oblige them to resign, and to appease the faint pro-
tests of the other members of the chapter.^^ 

The see of Puebla was declared vacant and its con-
trol assumed by the cabildo, the members of which 
submitted, or at least a majority of them, to the 
judges. The decrees of excommunication published 
by the bishop were removed,^* and the Jesuits again 
placed in possession of their former functions, the 
farce of an examination of their licenses having previ-
ously taken place.̂ ® AII the former prohibitions and 
excommunications pronounced by Palafox were re-
voked and the inhabitants of Puebla admonished to 
visit the churches of the Jesuits. Having thus com-
plied with their mission and, as they regarded it, 
restored peace in the turbulent diocese, the judges re-
turned to Mexico. 

Soon after these incidents news arrived that Salva-
tierra had been promoted to the viceroyalty of Peru 
and would be succeeded in New Spain by the bishop 
of Yucatan, iMárcos de Torres y Bueda. Supposing 
that the new viceroy would favor his cause, Palafox 
left his place of retirement, and in November 1647 
returned to Puebla, where he found a cédula remov-

•8 Alegre attempts to prove that no forcible means were used to that efíéct. 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, li. 312. 

8* The dean of the cathedral, Juan de Vega, removed with his own hand 
from the church doors the censures issued by PaUfox, which he himself had 
approved. Vega and another prebendary had been most diligent in declaring 
tne see as vacant, owing to a bribe received from the Jesuits, as was proved 
in later years. Guijo, Diario,\a. Doc Hist. Mex., Ist ser. i. 91. 

8* An edict of the chapter dated July 19th declared the bulls and privileges 
of the society to be sufficient to prove their ríghts and that they were in ac-
cordance with the instractions of the trídentine council. Alegre, ii. 311-17. 
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ing him from his office as visitador general;'* but after 
some difficulties, originated by the Jesuits, he was 
again recognized as prelate of his diocese.'^ His first 
measure was to renew his protests against the pro-
ceedings of the judges and to request of the viceroy 
a reconciliation, or at least a temporary revocation of 
the censures and edicts, leaving the decision of the 
entire matter to the India Council. The proposal was 
accepted and peace seemed to be restored, the more 
so, when at Christmas the Jesuits paid the bishop 
the customary visit of respect, " humbly to kiss that 
hand of which the Lord had chosen to make use to 
deal them such afflicting, sensible blows." The color 
of affairs, however, was changed, when in May 1648 
bishop Torres y Bueda took possession of the govern-
ment, and cédulas were received which the bishop 
interpreted as favorable to his cause. Already, before 
his flight from Puebla, he had sent messengers to 
Bome and Madrid, there to plead in his behalf, and a 
subsequent letter, written during his retirement,^ 
again urged the king for redress. In reply there 
arrived letters from the court dated January 25, 1648, 
reprimanding the viceroy,^ the audiencia, and the 
archbishop for lack of neutrality, and the Dominicans 
for promoting scandal instead of suppressing it; the 
judges were suspended; the provincial of the Jesuits 
was reproved for having gone too far; and orders were 

86 Pedro de Galvez, alcalde of Granada, was appointed to finish the visita. 
He arríved in 1650, and having concluded his mission, retumed to Spain in 
the beginning of 1654. Guijo, Diario, iaDoc Hist. Mex., Ist ser. i. 107-276, 
passim. 

8̂  He found on this occasion the support of the viceroy, who apparently 
desired a reconciliation. Rivera, Gobernantes, L 149, says erroneously that 
this occurred in the beginning of August, 1647. 

'^Dated September 12, 1647, from Chiapa, near Tepeaca, and contaJning a 
narrative of all the events that had occurred since March of that year. Re-
ferríng to the numerous copies of documents and libels, issued by both par-
ties, the bishop defends his conduct and divides the bUme and responsibility 
between the Jesuits, as instigators, and the -viceroy as coôperátor. Pro-
testing his conciliatory disposition, he requests the king to adopt measures 
powerful enough to avoid in future similar excesses, especUIIy those com-
mitted by the representative of the crown. Pcdafox, Obras, xii. 176-285. 

8' Rivera, Gobemantes, i. 160, makes the strange assertion that Salvatierra 
was removed to the viceroyalty of Pera in consequence of hU interference. 
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given to transfer all documents bearing on the subject 
to the council of the Indies for final decision.*" Pala-
fox did not escape censure, and was enjoined to pursue 
a more conciliatory policy; but the reproof was un-
heeded by the bishop, who displayed anything but a 
forgiving spirit, especially in the prosecutions insti-
tuted against those prebendaries of his church who 
had been rather eager to recognize the jueces conser-
vadores and declare his see vacant. His vicar-general, 
Juan de Merlo, conducted the trial and sentenced the 
accused to removal from office and heavy fines. They, 
however, escaped the execution of the sentence by 
taking refuge in the Jesuit coUege of Mexico, where, 
although excommunicated, they said mass and other-
wise officiated as priests, appealing to the audiencia 
and later to the archbishop. 

Under the new viceroy there was a decided ten-
dency to side with the bishop; and availing himself of 
this circumstance he instituted proceedings against the 
alcalde mayor of Puebla, who during the disturbance 
had sequestrated his property. He also connived at 
petty annoyances of the Jesuits, who in September 
1648 presented several complaints to the bishop-gov-
ernor.*^ Fortune again. seemed to favor them, for at 
this juncture a royal cédula arrived, directing Palafox 
to returii immediately to Spain, the order being made 
more stringent by an autograph postscript of the king.*^ 
Great but short-lived were the rejoicings of the order 
at the supposed downfall of the bishop, for they were 
soon to hear of the decision given against them by 

*" The text of several of tlie cédulas is given in Ordenes de la Corôna, MS., 
L 7, iL 200; Palafox, Ohras, xii. 286-8; Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 331-3; 
Satisfacion al Memorial, 38-9, 49; see also Guijo, Diario, 6, 16. In 1654 the 
appointment of jueces conservadores against bishops and archbishops was 
strictly forbidden. Montemayor, Svmarios, 39. 

*^ The grounds of complaint are minutely given in Alegre, Hist. Comp. 
Jesus, ii. 335-8, and relate chiefly to supposed calumnies and petty vexations 
to which they claim to have been exposed. 

^'^ The order is given in brief and peremptory terms, but faintly covered 
by the polite phrases interwoven with the text, and these are more than neu-
tralized by the addition in the king's own handwriting. Still the biographer 
of PaUfox extols the latter as a rare and noteworthy mark of esteem. The 
full text is givenin Palafox, Obras, xii. 463-4; Satisfcícion al Memorial, 30-1. 
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Pope Innocent X. A brief of the 14th of May 1648 
contains the resolutions adopted by a congregation 
of cardinals and prelates, to whom the investigation of 
the complaints made by Palafox had been transferred 
by the holy see. The society was placed under the 
jurisdiction of the bishop in all the disputed points, al-
though at the same time lenient measures were recom-
mended to Palafox ;*̂  general absolution was granted 
him; and all rights and privileges conflicting with this 
decision declared null and void. 

With proud satisfaction the prelate sent a copy of 
the brief to the Jesuit fathers of the colleges at 
Puebla, and however great their reluctance might be, 
they could not openly disregard the pontifical orders. 
After deliberating about the matter, they expressed 
their willingness to obey, and on October 23d exhibited 
their licenses, which were not only ratified by Palafox 
but supplemented with new ones. A short time after-
ward an episcopal decree revoked all the previous 
censures and restrictions. While the Jesuits submit-
ted they protested, however, against the pope's brief 
in so far as it had arrived without the exequatur of 
the India Council, and so well they knew how to 
avail themselves of their influence that although this 
necessary requisite was later formally issued, years 
elapsed before it could be ordered by the audiencia 
that the papal brief should take effect.*^ On the ad-
vantage thus obtained all their subsequent opposition 
was founded,*'̂  for they had always sufficient friends, 

** They could not preach or confess in their own churches without notify-
ing the bishop, or in any other without his consent; and were forbidden to 
appoint jueces conservadores, or to excommunicate the bUhop or his vicar-
general. For full text of the bríef, see Palafox, Obras, xii. 289-308. Alegre 
aseerts that this decision was obtained because the messenger of Palafox ap-
peared in Rome unexpectedly, and the proctors of the society, almost ignorant 
of the whole affair, had no documeuts to prepare a comprehensive defense. 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 340-1. The same author in Id., 342-9, expUins several 
of the decisions with the sophistry characterístic of his order. 

**The execution of the papal bríef had been ordered by royal céduUs of 
Dec. 12, 1648, and March 18, 1651. Palafox, Obras, xiL 318-19. 

**Difficulties created by the bishop about lîcenses for younger Jesnit 
fathers, and the peremptory demand for the execution of the papal brief, were 
the main reasons which revived the dispute. 

J 
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both at Madrid and in Mexico, to procure a delay. 
Their efforts to secure in Mexico the cooperation of 
other religious orders, to support their continuous 
petitions, were only successful to a limited degree. 
The provincial of the order of Mercy, who had con-
sented to sign them, was strongly rebuked by the 
vicar-general in Spain, and forbidden again to accede 
to similar requests.*^ 

Meanwhile there had been a bitter controversy be-
tween the bishop and the Jesuit provincial, Andrés de 
Bada, about the formal execution of the papal brief, 
and this was terminated only by the departure of Pa-
lafox for Spain*'' in May 1649. After that event the 
dispute which for ten years had excited general inter-
est both in Spain and the Indies approached its end; 
for although it was continued by the vicar-general, 
Juan de Merlo, whom Palafox had leffc in charge of 
his diocese, it never again assumed such serious pro-
portions as before. The trial of the prebendaries was 
continued, and the demands for the execution of the 
papal brief were repeated, but the matter dragged 
along without decisive result till 1650, when Viceroy 
Alva de Liste ordered the restoration of the pre-
bendaries to their former offices.*^ In Rome the in-
vestigation of the dispute was continued till late in 
1652, and resulted in the ratification of the former 

^'The fríendship formerly exUting between the Jesuits and the Dominicans 
also ceased. Juan Paredes, one of the judges, was by the general of hU or-
der deprived of all his titles and honors, removed from his position as provin-
cial, and subjected to other penalties. The other judge, Grodines, died 
suddenly at Vera Craz some time before. 

« The letters are dated April 7 and 14, 1648, and May 4, 1649. AII of 
them reveal the great animosity between the bishop and the society, and 
though full of pious phrases, are highly acrimonious. They are given in 
Fapeles deJesuitas, MS., no. 1, 1-17; Palafox, Obras, xiL 387-418; Id., Gar-
tas, 10-64. The latter coUection contains also letters of the bishop to high 
church dignitaries in Spain, and memorials bearing on financial frauds 

i^ attribnted to the society; together with the Saiisfacion al Memoriai and 
(ái'*^ other letters of PaUfox it was for a number of years forbidden by the inquisi-
'øf^ tion and pUced on the expurgatory index. I have consulted several of these 

works and obtained much valuable înformation therefrom. 
lØ^ ^8()Qe of them, Montesinos, had died in the mean time; but the dean, 

Yega, was reinstated, an event which was solemnly celebrated by the Jesuits, 
though ostensibly the festivities were in honor of the viceroy's recent arrival. 
Ouijo, Diario, in Doc. Hist. Mex., Ist ser., i. 89-90, 124-6. 
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decision given in 1648. On the 27th of May 1653 a 
new brief was issued by Innocent confirming the pre-
ceding one, and enjoining perpetual silence upon both 
parties. A royal cédula of June 30, 1653, ordered an 
exequatur to be issued by the council of the Indies. 
A semi-official letter of Cardinal Spada to Palafox, 
dated December 17, 1652, while gently rebuking 
the prelate, acknowledges him to be in the right on 
the whole question; but the Jesuits would not accept 
their defeat, and made extracts from the briefs and 
cédulas apparently terminating the matter in their 
favor, though the final triumph of the bishop is 
beyond question.*^ 

On his arrival in Spain Palafox had yet to realize 
the implacable character of his enemies. Having 
reached his native country after a tiresome voyage of 
nine months, he expected in vain the honors which 
had been promised him. The king had intended to 
promote him to the see of Cuenca, one of the most 
important in Spain, but was dissuaded, owing to the 
intrigues of the prime minister, prompted by the 
Jesuits.^" Years elapsed, and it was not until 1653 
that the bishopric of Osma, one of the least in impor-
tance, w âs offered him. He took possession the fol-
lowing year and labored with his usual zeal. Though 
his straitened means were a great drawback to the 
later years of his ministry,^^ he gained the love and 
esteem of his flock, and universal grief was expressed 
when his decease occurred on the Ist of October, 

*• The literal text of the last mentioned documents, together with com-
ments on their judicUI value, is given in Palafox, Obras, xiL 481-563. The 
interpretation given by the Jesuits was printed at Rome in 1653 under the 
title Fin de la Causa Angelopolitana, but placed on the expurgatory index of 
1664 by Pope Alexander VII. for having been artfully included in the Bvlario 
Romano of 1655. 

6" The Jesuits and the friends of the former viceroy Escalona were doubt-
less the chief instigators, and exerted all their influence to humiIUte him if 
possible. Rivera, Gobemantes, i. 194, surmises that the duke of Alburquerque, 
in 1653 viceroy of Mexico, aUo intrigued against PaUfox, but there was no 
reason for him to do so. 

*̂  The income of the bishopric was small, and PaUf ox had retumed f rom 
New Spain burdeued with a debt of 140,000 pesos. He was so poor that he 
faad to borrow tfae amount necessary to pay tfae bulls for the bishopric of 
Osma. Paiafox, Obras, xiii. 140-7. 
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1659.'̂ ^ His funeral took place with the ceremonies 
becoming his rank; the corpse was buried in the 
principal chapel, and an elaborate tombstone with a 
eulogy of his character placed over his grave. Thus 
ended in an insignificant town of Spain the career of 
a man who had been vested with the highest civil and 
ecclesiastical powers ever conferred by the sovereign 
on any of his vassals in the New World. Affcer his 
death miracles were attributed to him, and these, in 
addition to his eminent virtues, were made the grounds 
of a request for his canonization. The demand was 
supported by testimony from Spain and the Indies, 
and favored by the king, the viceroy, and the ecclesi-
astical dignitaries. A congregation of cardinals hav-
ing in 1691 discussed the matter and examined his 
writings^ reported favorably, and the prescribed pro-
ceedings were instituted. Intrigues in Rome and 
Madrid by the Jesuits and the descendants of the 
duke of Escalona frustrated, however, all efforts 
made at this period and at a later date." 

**Tfae news reacfaed Mexico in May of tfae following year, but apparently 
created no impression. Ouijo, Diario, in Doc. Hist. Mex., série L, i. 442. 

*8 Palafox was a prolific and able author, fais first literary attempts having 
been made in 1618. His -writings are not only on spiritual, but on hUtorical, 
judicUl, and other subjects, the greater part beLng written in New Spain. 
Tfae most important are tfae Vida Interior, Varon de Desseos, Estatvtos. . .de 
la.. .Vni'oersidad de Mexico, and the different memorials beaíing on fais dis-

Eute with the Jesuits, and his letters to Pope Innocent X. Some of his works 
ave been lost; the first general edition, comprising nearly all tfaat faad been 

written by him, and including tfae manuscripts wfaicfa he had left to tfae bare-
footed Carmelitíes, was published between 1659 and 1671 in eight tomes, to 
whicfa another was added, containing fais biograpfay by Antonio Gronzález 
Rosende. Anothér editiou was issued in 1762, by order and under the super-
vUion of tfae Carmelite friars of Madrid, consisting of 13 volumes in 15 tomes 
in folio. Besides tfaese editions there have appeared, before and after that 
time, several publications of single works, chiefly in Spanisfa, but also in 
otfaer Unguages. 

" I n 1726 and 1767 Eibera, Gobemantes, i. 151-2, says tfae beatification 
was pronovmced on August 16, 1767; but he has evidently misinterpreted 
Lorenzana, in C<mcilios Prov., 1565-65. See also Papeles de Jesuitas, MS., 
no. 8, 8-25, 30. The fact that in tfae second half of tfae eigfateentfa century 
proceedings for tfae beatification of Palafox were continued, expUins the par-
tíidity manifested by nearly all fais biograpfaers and by the leading chroniclers; 
they were either friends or foes, and therefore overrated fais virtues or exag-
gerated fais defects. Tfae most unbiassed but unfortunately ratfaer fragmen-
tary account U certainly tfaat given by tfae contemporary Guijo in fais Diario, 
in Í>oc. Hist. Mex., Ist ser., i. 6 et seq. Tfae informatiou fúnÍBfaed by faim, 
togetker -with that contained in the memorials and letters of PaUfox, and 
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The question of tithes, which had occasioned the 
unseemly dispute between the church dignitaries of 
Puebla and the society of Jesus, had been a source of 
contention for years before. As early as 1624 com-
plaints were filed in the India Council against the 
different orders, demanding the payment of tithes from 
all the produce of plantations and increase of stock. 
The claim was made by the royal fiscal and supported 
by the secular church, based on the obligation of the 
crown to provide, if necessary, the means for the per-
formance of divine service. On the other hand the 
religious orders pleaded their statutes and fueros, the 
validity of which was disputed on the ground of the 
cession of the tithes to the crown.^^ The first judg-
ment was given in 1655 in favor of the fiscal; both 
parties appealed, the fiscal demanding that the tithes 
be collected at an earlier date than the one provided 
in the judgment, and the orders, among whom the 

• Jesuits were most conspicuous,. clamoring for a trans-
fer of the law-suit to the holy see. 

On the 16th of June 1657 the judgment was ratified 
by a new decision, ordering their payment after that 
date to the king or the secular church. AII the orders 
submitted, except the Jesuits, who presented protests 
to the sovereign, but without avail. On November 
4, 1658, and December 31, 1662, orders were trans-

connterbaUnced by the prejudiced statements of Alegre, gives doubtless the 
best meauB to arrive at an impartîal conclusion. StiU tfae latter authority, in 
fais Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 274-356, passim, faas abnost been implicitly followed 
by Bustamante, in Cavo, TresSiglos, ii. 20-33, Ribera, Gobemantes, i. 144-61, 
and Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 83-90. Lorenzana, in Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 219, 
261-69, as is natural, defends tfae policy of liis predecessor, of wfaom he makes 
a glowing panegyric. So does Touron, a Dominican frUr, in his Hist. Gén. 
Amérique, vii. 316-86, viii. 1-100, passim. Vetancurt and Gonzalez DáviU, 
wfao lived at tfae time of tfae dispute, pass it by in silence, but otfaerwise 
praise tfae saintly character of tfae bisfaop. Zamacois, in Hist. Méj., v. 336-
47, 349-60, is unusually reticent in assigning tfae causes wfaicfa led to tfae dis-
pute, and aUo abrapt in speaking of its conclusion. 

^̂  Pope Alexander VI. by a bull of Nov. 16, 1601, made a donation of all 
tfae titfaes to tfae crown of Spain, in remuneration for tfae expenses connected 
witfa the conquest of tfae American colonîes. Diezmas de Ind., no. 4, 5-6. A 
royal céduU of June 12, 1625, ordered tfaat all bulU issued by tfae faoly see 
to evade tfae payment of tithes, and sent to New Spain without the ng's 
permission, be collected and forwarded to tfae India Council. Montemayor, 
S'omarios, 49. 
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mitted that the judgment take effect, and the arch-
bishop and cathedral chapters invested with the 
requisite authority. Nevertheless execution was de-
layed for years, owing to the difficulties which arose 
as to the valuation of property, and several times new 
orders, reaffirming previous cédulas, were issued in 

'̂ '̂ ^ Spain. In Puebla the Jesuits contrived to delay pay-
ment till 1673, when after fruitless appeals to the 
audiencia, and after being placed under excommuni-
cation, they finally submitted. After that no other 
difficulties arose till 1732, when investigation showed 
that frauds had beeii committed by the society in their 
statements of the revenue derived from their property.®^ 

Notwithstanding the many disputes in which the 
society had become involved, the ranks of their parti-
sans continually increased, and new establishments 

ini t'ae gave evidence of the sympathy which the order en-
traLv joyed. Licenses having been obtained in Spain for 

the founding of a novitiate at Mexico in support of that 
ratified of Tepotzotlan, donations of money were made for this 

purpose in 1626, and in 1642 it was completed and 
dedicated to Santa Ana. Subsequent discussions with 
one of the founders caused its abandonment, till 
1672,°' when Andrés de Tapia y Carbajal, a very 
wealthy man and one friendly to the order, endowed 
the establishment with sufficient means for the main-
tenance of twenty novices and the necessary fathers 
and láy-brothers. On the 19th of November the 
societ}'̂  took possession of it, changing the name to 
that of San Andrés. 

Several brotherhoods were also founded by the 
order, that of the Immaculate Conception being the 
most prominent, and including ecclesiastics, laymen, 

*8 Details on this subject are contained in a nmnber of memorials and pam-
phlets, forming a collection under the title Diezmos de Indias. Some of the 
documents are of Jesuit origin; others have been written by the secuUr church 
and their partisans. Those numbered from one to five have been consulted 
in this chapter; the rest bear exclusively on Uter disputes. 

^̂  Lazcano, Vida del P. Oínedo, 56-7, says it was in 1676. 
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and students of the higher grades. Recognized by 
the general in Bome in 1651, the number of its mem-
bers increased rapidly, and a few years later persons 
of the highest rank, including a viceroy of New Spain, 
were eager to be admitted.^^ 

Before the close of the seventeenth century the 
society had still further spread its influence by hold-
ing missions throughout the provinces, Their at-
tempts were successful, and nowhere more so than in 
Mexico, through which territory fathers Perez and 
Zappa passed from town to town, and made number-
less converts, miracles being wrought, as the chron-
iclers report, to attest the saintly character of the 
Jesuits.^^ 

*8Minute records as to its organization and progress are given in Alegre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 259-62; Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., app., i. 47. 

^ Lengthy descriptions of these revivals are given in Perez and Zappa, 
Rd., 61-79. 
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VICEROYS TORRES, ALVA, AND ALBURQUERQUE. 

1648-1660. 

BISHOP TOEEES GOVEENOE OF N E W SPAIN—His B E I E F R U L E — E P I D E M I C — 

GOVEENMENT OF THE AUDIENCIA—VlCEROY A L V A A E E I V E S — H l S QUIET 

RuLE—ALBUEQUEEQUE APPOINTED V I C E E O Y — H E GOVERNS WITH P R U -

DENCE—AND CHECKS ABUSES—Loss OF JAMAICA AND THE INFLUENCE 

THEEEOF ON N E W SPAIN—YUCATAN I N F E S T E D B Y P I R A T E S — A T T E M P T 

TO ASSASSINATE ALBUEQUERQUE—THE SWIFT PUNISHMENT THAT FOL-

LOWED—POBLIC REJOICINGS—VlCEROY AND A R C H B I S H O P R E C A L L E D — 

T H E I R DEPARTURE AND SUBSEQUENT CAREER. 

I T had been the usual policy with the court of 
Spain,'to appoint the archbishop of Mexico as viceroy 
ad interim, whenever a sudden vacancy occurred in 
that office, but on the promotion of the conde de Salva-
tierra an exception was made, and, as we have seen, 
the chief magistracy with the title of governor was 
given to Márcos de Torres y Rueda, then bishop of 
YucataiL^ 

He arrived in November 1647, and remained in 
Tacuba till February 1648, when, learning that a 
vessel sent for Salvatierra from Peru had arrived at 
Acapulco, he repaired to Mexico to receive the gov-

^ I have before me a copy of the cédula, appointing him as governor, and 
dated Ju ly 8, 1647. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., ii. 198-9. He was born in 
Almazan in Spain, and, when a student at Salamanca, won the degree of 
licenciate in arts among 106 competitors. After holding several important 
ecclesiastical offices, he was presented to the bishopric of Yucatan in 1644. 
Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 219. In November 1646 he took possession 
of his see, the greater par t of which he visited in person, attempting on that 
occasion to introduce several innovations, which appear to have been for the 
purpose of filling his own pockets. CogoIIudo mentions his meanness to the 
captain who brought him the news of his appointment to the viceroyalty 
' auduno tan corto con el Capitan, que di<5 harto que dezir ?' CogoUvdo, Hist 
Yuc, 701. 

(137) 
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ernment; but on the following day a resolution of the 
real acuerdo ordered his immediate return to Tacuba, 
there to await the proper moment for his installation 
into office.̂  This did not take place until May 13, 
I648,^when the bishop-governor, with the usual reti-
nue, made his official entrance into Mexico, and ex-
hibited in the palace his credentials. 

Hisrule wasbrief and uneventful. An epidemic is 
said to have caused great devastation at Vera Cruz 
in the latter half of the year 1648, but in view of the 
scanty information on the subject, considerable al-
lowance must probably be made for exaggeration. On 
his decease in April of the following year^ the audien-
cia assumed the government; and the senior oidor, 
Matías de Peralta, acting as president, removed to 
the viceregal palace. Before the exequies of the late 
governor were concluded^ his entire estate had been 
sequestered, partly to guarantee the sum of twenty 
thousand pesos, which he had received in advance of 
salary, and also because suspicions had arisen that a 
large part of his estate belonged to the crown, and 
had been fraudulently appropriated by the secretary 
and nephew of the deceased, Juan de Salazar. To 
that end the surrender was ordered under severe pen-
alties, of all the property of the bishop, and that of 
his relatives, to the senior oidor, who, together with 
the fiscal, had assumed the functions of executor of 

*Guijo, Diario, in Doc. Hist. Mex., Is tser . , i. 7-8, adds tha t r e tuming to 
Tacuba the bishop found that all the fumiture of his residence, belonging to 
Salvatierra, had been removed in the mean time. 

8Mayer, Mex. Aztec, i. 202, following the Liceo, Mex., ii. 223, says er-
roneously March 13th. 

*Torres was on bad terms with the audiencU, and in January 1649 had 
some dispute with the municipal authorities, caused by his pretentious con-
duct. I t is said that this brought on the sickuess which terminated fatally 
on April 22d. CogoUudo remarks that Torres, not supposing his illness to be 
of a serious nature, did not make such provisions for the administration of 
affairs as his higli position required. IJist. Ync, 702. This does not appear 
probable, judging from the deed executed by the governor on the 8th of 
April, and appointing, in case of his demise, the audiencia to succeed him ad 
interim. Vir. Jn.<truc., MS., Ist ser., no. 23, 1-2. 

^He was buried on the 2.jth of April in the church of the Augustinian cou-
vent a t Mexico; the bishop-elect of Habana, Nicolás de U Torre, officiated, as 
the archbishoD v.as absent. Gujo, Dhirio, .55-62. 
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ei-

the govemor's wiU. Steps were also taken to prevent 
the shipment of such property by the fleet, then ready 
to sail; and on the 15th of May 1649 orders were sent 
to the governor of Yucatan to attach all the estate of 
the late bishop in that province. 

Although a considerable amount was delivered up 
to the president, a repetition oi the order was re-
solved upon, and to make it more effectual was pub-
lished from the pulpits, ecclesiastical censures being 
threatened against aU who failed to surrender it or 
even withheld information as to its concealment. I t 
seems, however, that the conduct of the audiencia 
was guided more by personal hostiUty against Torres 
and his kindred than by pretended loyalty; for Sala-
zar, having laid his case before the India Council, was 
acquitted, and the audiencia reproved and ordered to 
restore all the sequestered property.® 

For nearly fiffceen uneventful months Peralta held 
the reins of power in New Spain, until, in May 1650, 
a new viceroy arrived in the person of Luis Enriquez 
de Guzman, conde de Alva de Liste, and marqués de 
ViIIaflor.' 

His rule was a quiet one, interrupted only in 1651 
by the revolt of the Indians in the northem regions, 
where the Tarahumares, Conchos, and other tribes in 
open revolt kiUed several Spaniards, among whom 

* Tfae decision reacfaed Mexico in May 1650, and its ratificat on in 1657. 
The audiencU was reprimanded for disrespect sfaown at tfae funeral of Torres, 
and ordered to make restitution to all tfae servants and foUowers of tfae 
bishop. Ouijo, Diario, 107-8, 379-80. 

^ HU other titles are: gentilhombre de U cámara de su Magestad, senor 
de Us vilUs de GarroviIUs, Carvajales, Membibre, i Castro Calvon, i lu-
gares de su jurisdicion, aJférez i idguacil mayor de U ciudad de Zamora, 
alcaide perpetuo de Us Torres i Fortaleza de elU, por el Rey N. Sefior, 
alcaide mayor de sacas, y escríbano mayor de rentas de U dicha ciudad. 
FraÅies Dodríneros, in Disturbios de Fra es, MS., iL 131. Vetancurt, TrcU. 
Mex., 15, followed by Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 34, and otfaers, wrítes Alvade-
lUte; Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v. 360, and Ribera, Oobemantes, i. 177, call faim 
de AlUte; Guijo, Diario, 121, says de Lista. Miravel y Casadevante, El 
Oran Diec, L 411, in faU genealogical account of tfae count's Umily, gives tfae 
name as in tfae text, and U faerein foUowed by Lorenzana, Hist. N. Esp., 24, 
and Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 31. The official entry of the new viceroy waa 
made July ^ . Lorenzana, Hist. N. Esp., 24, says erroneonsly it was on the 
13tfa. 

'̂ 'SS^ ÍSÍKiâl ^ ; 
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were three friars, and burned the churches. The gov-
ernor of Durango was ordered to subjugate them, and 
during the foUowing year restored peace throughout 
the disturbed districts. 

The old dispute about the submission of the doc-
trineros to the episcopal authority was revived during 
the term of viceroy Alva, but his prudent conduct 
prevented it from assuming such significance as the 
former one. Boyal orders,tending to check the efforts 
of the regular clergy to become more independent of 
the jurisdiction of the crown, were also successfully 
enforced® without encountering serious opposition. 

Although the count appears to have made a moder-
ate use of his authority, he was jealous of his rights 
as the representative of a powerful monarch, and did 
not fail to guard them when occasion happened. 
Among other instances may be mentioned a case 
which occurred in June, 1651, when a dispute arose 
about the place which the chapter of the cathedral and 
the pages of the viceroy should occupy in the proces-
sion of corpus christi. The procession was forcibly 
interrupted by order of the count, who in unison with 
the audiencia issued several orders, which caused great 
excitement among the people. The matter was settled 
by the chapter yielding to the demand of the viceroy, 
when the ceremony was allowed to proceed.^ 

Owing to the wars almost continuously carried on 

^Several cédulas were issued to protect the royal jurisdiction. One of 
September 18, 1650, ratified onthe 6th of June, 1655, declared all briefs and 
bulls of the holy see issued to the people of Xew Spain as null and void, if not 
authorized by the council of the Indies, to which they were to be sent. To 
the same scrutiny were subjected all those pateuts for religious orders which 
introduced important innovations or referred to the founding of new convents. 
Montemayor, Svmarios, 'M-S; Ordenes de la Corona, WS., ii. 219-21. 

' Guijo, Diario, 179-82; liobles, Vida, 127-9. The viceroy would probably 
have encountered more opposition had there been an archbishop. The last 
one, Juan de Manosca y Zamora, had died on December 12,1650, not in 1653 
as Vetancurt, Trat. Mex.,2Ô, has it. Ouijo, Diario, 157-9, 167; Panes,Vir., 
MS., 100; Coiic'ãios Prov., 1555-65, 219. The see remained vacant for two 
years until December 25, 1652, when Pedro de Barrientos took possession of 
it in the name of the new appointee, Marcelo Lopez de Ascona, who arrived 
in July, 1653. He died after a few months, on Noveraber lOth of the same 
year. G'uz/o, Z)iaWo, 227, 229-30, 24S-70; ConciliosProv., 1555-65, 220. Panes, 
Vir., says erroneously 1654. MS., lOI. 

%Trf».: 
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in Europe by the Spanish crown, communication with 
the mother country had become dangerous, and the 
peril of raids on the coast of New Spain increased. 
In order to guard against these inroads, the viceroy 
stationed some soldiers at Vera Cruz, and provided 
the fleets despatched to Spain with a force at least 
strong enough to leave them no longer at the mercy 
of the first pirate or man-of-war they might encoun-
ter. I t was indeed necessary to take some precau-
tions that the treasure remittances should reach Spain 
in safety. The money was greatly needed; for it was 
only by means of the contributions of the colônies, 
that the monarch was enabled to carry on the expen-
sive wars which were to sustain the glory of Castile. 
The king was always hard pressed; and confident of the 
forbearance and patriotic zeal of his subjects in the New 
World, had seized about a million of pesos belonging 
to private persons, the amount having been remitted 
by the fleet of 1649. Viceroy Alva soon affcer his 
arrival informed the people of this proof of the confi-
dence of their royal master, but at the same time 
assured them, under pledge of the royal word, that 
it would not be repeated, and that measures had even 
been taken to make repayment in redeemable warrants 
against the revenue, derived from the media anata.*" 

During the last months of Viceroy Alva's rule, 
earthquake and drought visited the province of Mex-
ico. The former disaster was portended by the ap-
pearance of a comet which was visible from the middle 
of December of 1652 tiU the first days of 1653. The 
shock was severely felt in the capital,^^ and destroyed 
the walls of several buildings, causing greater damage 

ô 'Tenia librada U satîsfaccion de esta cantidad en juros y medU annata.' 
Guijo, Diario, 121. The publication of a similar céduU in March 1651 im-
plies that this manner of making loans was repeated, notwithstanding the 
promise made. 

" 'Durô mas del tiempo que.. .rezar dos credos con devocion.' Id. 232. A 
minute account togetfaer witfa a scientific treatise on the comet is given by 
RuU, Discurso hecho sobre Impressiones meteorologicas, Mexico, 1653, 1 et 
seq. According to Guijo, Diario, 239, in tfae same year, 1653, a conflagra-
tion destroyed tfae whole city of Colima. 
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in the environs. That no others were felt was sup-
posed to be due to a solemn procession, held during 
the following days in honor of the conception of the 
Serenísima Beina de los Angeles. With similar good 
effect the interposition of the vírgen de los Remedios 
was implored some months later; when want of rain 
had produced diseases, and supplications lasting nine 
days were ordered. The supplications were quickly 
heard, for within nine days abundant rains fell 
throughout the province. 

The viceroy's term of government had meanwhile 
expired, and in the beginning of July 1653 news 
reached him of the arrival of his successor afc Vera 
Cruz, and of his promotion to the viceroyalty of Peru. 
On the Ist of August he formally laid down his 
authority and proceeded to San Cristôbal, to greet 
the new ruler, the duke of Alburquerque. He re-
niained in Mexico for more than a year, as there was 
no vessel to carry him to his destination. The l7th 
of October 1654 he leffc for Acapulco with a large 
retinue. A t every point along his route he received 
marks of respect, for his benevolence and integrity 
had gained for him the sympathy of the people.^^ 

Francisco Fernandez de la Cueva, duque de AI-
burquerque and grandee of Spain,^^ arrived at Vera 
Cruz accompanied by his wife, a daughter of the ex-
viceroy Cadereita, early in July, 1653, and made his 
official entrance into Mexico on the 15th of August, 
amidst the usual ceremonies. In personal qualifica-
tions no less than in rank he was a worthy siiccessor 

**His juez de residencU sentenced him to the pajonent of several amounts 
of money cUimed from him, and transferred the decision of other charges to 
the India Council, but nevertheless declared him ' por bueno y recto ministro 
de S. AI.' Guijo, Diario, 270. After serving his term in Peru he went to 
Spain, where he died about 1667. 

^8He was of one of the noblest houses of Spain, and besides the titles 
given iu the text, and such as his new position gave him, held those of mar-
qués de CuelUr y de Cadereita, conde de Ledesma, conde de Guelma, senor 
de las viUas de Mombeltran y de U Codosera, gentilhombre de la cámara de 
Su Magestad, and capitan general de las galeras de Espana. Ordcncn de la 
Corona, MS., vii. 1; Frailes Doctr., in Disturb. de Frailes, MS., ii. 129, 152. 

n 
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to the count of Alva. He lacked none of the accom-
plishments then commonly possessed by the nobility 
of Spain, and was moreover a man of jovial disposi-
tion, much given to hospitality, and lavish of expense. 
During his reign he lost no opportunity of displaying, 
though sometimes a little too ostentatiously, 'his 
boundless loyalty to his sovereign. The first occasion 
that occurred was in April 1654, when balls and ban-
quets, lasting several days, were arranged by the 
viceroy in commemoration of the birthday of his 
sovereign. These festivities were, however, eclipsed 
by those which were held later in celebration of the 
birth of prince Felipe Prospero.^* Solemn thanks-
givings alternated with magnificent processions in 
costume, headed by the viceroy and the highest offi-
cials. For several days the town was illuminated; 
festivals were arranged by the Jesuit fathers; bull-
fights were held in the plaza; there were no regular 
sessions of the audiencia for several weeks; and many 
of the prisoners confined in jail were pardoned, while 
the sentences of others were commuted. So popular 
became the viceroy, that a mere hint from him was 
sufficient to elicit an annual donation in favor of the 
newly born prince of 250,000 pesos for the next 
fifteen years. 

The treasure fleet despatched from Vera Cruz in 
April 1654 was one of the most richly freighted that 
had ever left the shores of New Spain, and in the fol-
lowing year a large amount was forwarded; but the 
capture of Jamaica^^ in 1655 caused a large decrease 
in remittances after that date.̂ ® 

** In January 1656 pubUc prayers had been said in the cathedral and all 
the other churches for an heir to the throne. Guijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. 
Mex., séríe L, i. 337. 

^^Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 36, Rivera, Gob., i. 197, and other Spanish authori-
ties state that Cromwell was urged to despatch the expedition which 
effected the capture of Jamaica by Thomas Gage, the author of The New Sur-
vey of the West Indies. Gage was an apostate friar; hence perhaps the state-
ment, which is not founded on fact. 

18 During the same year news arrived that a party of buccaneers had been 
captured by the settlers of Tampico. Twenty-two of them were sent as pris-
ouers to Mexico. Ouijo, Diario, 330, 362. 

» ^ í W ' - ^ * 
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The news of this disaster caused serious alarm 
throughout Spain and the Spanish colonies, though it 
was but the beginning of a long series of calamities, 
many of which I have related. Already the North 
Sea was infested with pirates, and in the islands of the 
West Indies thousands of buccaneers, filibusters, and 
sea rovers,^^ who regarded the Spaniards as their 
natural prey, had formed permanent settlements. 
During the latter portion of the seventeenth century 
the colonies, more especially those of Central Amer-
ica, were never free from their raids; Portobello was 
sacked; Panamá was destroyed; other cities were 
plundered or burned; and within a few years of its 
capture Jamaica became the spot where most of these 
raids were organized, often with the consent and 
always with the connivance of the representative of 
the British monarch. 

In 1657 the viceroy despatched aforce of overfour 
hundred men to aid the Spaniards in driving the Eng-
lish garrison from the island, but to no purpose. 
Most of them perished of disease without inflicting 
any loss on the enem} ,̂̂ ^ and the inhabitants remaining 
on the island removed to New Spain. 

I t was not long before the Spaniards felt the evil 
effects of thus tamely allowing the British to gain a 
foothold in the West Indies. Every year the convoy 
of the fleets became more difficult. In oiie instance 
fifty-five days were required for the passage from 
Vera Cruz to Habana, the ships haviiig remained 
near the coast of Florida, to avoid capture by an 
English fleet. Often the church bells summoned the 

"For the origin of piracy in the West Indies see Hist. Cent. Amer., ii. 
451 et seq., this seríes. 

'^^Vduncvrt, Trat. Mex., 15; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 41; Guijo, Diario, 
393-4, 406-7, 443. StiII this writer speaks in another place of a great victory 
obtained by the auxiliaries, who dislodged the English from the island, and 
says that the news •\vas celebrated in the cathedral and all other churches of 
Mexico. Id., 400-1. 'Todos miserablemente perecieron en manos del ene-
migo.' I t is of course well known that the English retained possession. 
About this time the town of Alburquerque was founded in New Mexico, per-
haps with a view to give those who liad arrived from Jamaica an opportimity 
to estabUsh new settlements and lestore their fortunes. 
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loyal and pious inhabitants of the capital to prayers 
for the safety of the treasure ships; but not always 
were their prayers answered, for on one occasion dur-
ing the viceroy's rule the flag-ship with five million 
pesos and four hundred persons on board was lost. 
A t about the same time another fleet was attacked 
and partly captured at the mouth of the harbor of 
Cádiz. Henceforth Alburquerque became more cau-
tious, and detained the fleet of 1658 until greater 
protection was afforded. 

While New Spain was thus harassed by more dis-
tant foes, Yucatan was selected as a favorite scene of 
action by the law-defying brethren of the coast. I t s 
isolated position, the difficulty of moving military forces 
from one place to another, the very position of the 
towns, all of which were near the seaboard, had long 
made this peninsula a favorite resort for pirates. 
After a less important expedition in 1613, during 
which they took temporary possession of the bay of 
Ascension, they reappeared in 1632 near Campeche; 
but noticing the energetic preparations for defense 
no attack was made. Their project, however, had 
not been abandoned. In the following year they re-
turned under the command of their two famous leaders 
Pie de Palo and Diego the Mulatto. After a hot 
fight the town was taken and sacked. Efforts to ob-
tain a ransom failed, however, and when rumors of a 
force approaching from Mérida became known to the 
corsairs, they departed.^^ 

Again a short period of tranquillity followed, till, 
in 1644, a squadron of thirteen vessels with fifteen hun-
dred soldiers landed at Champoton. The inhabitants 
having fled, the invaders departed after completing 
their stores,^*' taking with them two Franciscan friars 

1' Under the same Diego the MuUtto, Salamanca was sacked in 1642, the 
town having been taken by surprise. CogoUvdo, Hist. Yiic, 658-9. 

^° They shot some cattle, preparíng the meat in the church, which sacrí-
legious act especially calls forth the wrath of the pious CogoUudo. 'Sir-
vieudose de U Iglesia para tan indecente execucion, y especUlmente de U piU 
Bautismal.' Hist. Yuc, 682. 

HisT. MEX., VOL. m . 10 
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whom they found hid near Zih6, and placed on board 
one of their vessels. Such an act committed against 
the representatives of the faith, say the chroniclers, 
provoked the wrath of heaven, and as a due chastise-
ment all the vessels foundered, that bearing the friars 
only after the holy men had been placed ashore on 
the coast of Florida.^^ 

But this incident made little impression on the 
buccaneers, who continued their depredations on both 
the eastern and western coasts of the peninsula. 
In April 1648 they captured a frigate with more than 
a hundred thousand pesos on board, and a few weeks 
later boldly attacked a vessel in the very port of 
Campeche. A t about the same time another band, 
commanded by the pirate Abraham, captured Sala-
manca.^- During the second half of the seventeenth 
century their raids became more frequent. In 1659 
and 1678 Campeche was again taken and sacked by 
English and French freebooters. They were aided 
on this occasion by logwood-cutters, who since that 
time had begun to establish themselves on the penin-
sula; and, notwithstanding the repeated etforts of the 
Spaniards to expel them, successfuUy maintained their 
positions,^^ till in 1680 they were driven from the bay 
of Términos by forces sent against them from Mexico 
and Yucatan.^^ 

Alburquerque bore the reputation of a just, vigilant, 
and capable ruler, one who strictly carried out the 
duties of his office, regardless of censure. Hearing 
that one of the contadores mayores had challenged 
the other, he ordered both under arrest, and sen-
tenced to fines of three thousand and fifteen hundred 

*i CogoIIudo gives an interesting account of the miraculous powers which 
our lady of Champoton and the 11,000 virgins exhibited on this occasion. 
Id., 683-4. 

** He repeated the sack of the same town in 1652. 
"8 For a detailed account of the orígin of the logwood establishments, 

from which the settlement of Belize emanated, I refer to the Hist. Cent. 
Am., iL 623 etseq., this series. 

••'* Robles, D'iario, 303-9, gives a pretty detailed account of the trophies 
obtained on this -victorious expedition. 

^lÊT^k 
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pesos respectively, though duelling was at this time a 
common practice in New Spain. During the year 
1659 he suspended the corregidor and his lieutenant, 
and imprisoned several of the regidores because they 
had been bribed to consent to a reduction in weight of 
the loaf Personal inquiries at the miUs and bakeries 
had convinced him that there was no reason for mak-
ing such a change. 

The clergy were not exempt from the duke's search-
ing vigilance, and in his excessive zeal for the welfare 
and dignity of the churchhe occasionally played a some-
what ridiculous part. PatroUing the streets near the 
palace one night, as was his wont, he noticed at a late 
hour two Austin friars in a dilapidated looking bakery 
eating fritters, The viceroy was shocked, and at once 
ordered their arrest; not, he declared, because the act 
of eating fritters was of itself unclerical, but that, con-
sidering the time, the place, and the sacred vestments 
of the culprits, such an indulgence was scandalous. 
One of the ecclesiastics took to his heels and escaped, 
but the other was taken to the palace and sternly 
reproved and kept in custody tiU the foUowing day, 
when he was delivered to the prior of his order. 
After remonstrating with the latter, the viceroy sum-
moned also the other heads of religious orders, and 
hav'ug expressed his disapproval in general, directed 
them to exercise in future a better surveiUance.'^^ 
This was readily promised, and severe penalties were 
imposed for similar transgressions. A reformation had 
indeed beconie necessary; for the greater part of the 
friars were no longer the worthy followers of those 
whose charity, humility, and untiring zeal had made 
so deep an impression on the native population a 
century before. In addition to their hypocrisy, some 
of thein were guilty of the worst crimes coinmon to 
their fellow-men; and it is related that in 1655 two 

*^In the following year, 1655, the rebuke was repeated, the king having 
issued three cédulas, complaining of the increasing disorders of the monastic 
life. \jtutjo, Diario, 311-12. 

file:///jtutjo
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Augustinian lây-friars did not shrink from assassi-
nating the former provincial of their order. 

I t was perhaps the viceroy's undue interference 
in ecclesiastical matters that excited the enmity of 
the archbishop. During his administration the same 
ridiculous dispute arose which had occurred during 
the régime of his predecessor, concerning the prece-
dence of the attendants at the procession of corpus 
christi. Neither would yield the point, and the matter 
was settled only by an agreement that neither the 
pages of the viceroy nor those of the archbishop 
should assist.^^ The latter, named Mateo Sagade Bu-
gueiro,^ was a man of rather haughty character, and 
ere long new difficulties arose between him and the 
representative of the crown, occasioned by the con-
troversy of the former with the commissary-general 
of the holy crusade. The archbishop also publicly 
accused the viceroy of withholding and intercepting 
his correspondence with Spain, but finally a reconcili-
ation was effected, and after that time a better under-
standing prevailed. 

The religious zeal of the viceroy^ well nigh cost 
him his life. I t was his custom each affcernoon to pay 
a visit to the cathedral, then in course of completion, 
in order to inspect the progress made during the day, 
and afterward to attend vespers in one of the chapels. 
While kneeling at prayer on the evening of the 12th 
of March 1660, a soldier named Manuel Ledesma y 

** Similar difficulties continued to disturb tfae good understanding between 
tfae viceroys aud the archbisfaops, althougfa royal cédulas had clearly fixed tfae 
jurísdiction to which either of them was entitled, their tenor being essen-
tUUy favorable to the viceroys. In Uter years under tfae rule of Máncera an 
outbreak of these old hostilities was prevented merely by the duke's diplo-
macy, and the modesty and genuine christUn spirit of the then archbishop 
Alonso de Cuevas. Davalos, Mancera, Instrucciones, in Doc. Inéd., xxi. 471-2. 

^ He was bom in San Pedro de San Roman in GalicU, and had previously 
held the offices of canon of the churches of Astorga and Toledo. Concilios 
Prov., 1555-65, 220. Panes, Vir., MS., 101-2, calls him Mateo de Yaga, 
and says he was bom in Pontevedro in GalicU. He was consecrated in Mex-
ico the 25tfa of July, 1656. Guijo, Diario, 362. 

*8 He assisted at tfae festivals of the churcfaes and made Uberal contribu-
tions toward tfae completion of tfae catfaedral. Guijo states tfaat a royal 
céduU arrived in May 1666 ordering that tfae building be completed as soon 
as possible. Diario. 309. 
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Bobles entered the chapel and gave him several blows 
with the flat of his sword. The viceroy sprang to his 
feet, and placing the prie-dieu between himself and his 
assailant, meanwhile clutching with his right hand at 
his sword, exclaimed, " W h a t mean you?" ' 'To kill 
you," was the answer.^^ A t that moment the treas-
urer of the cathedral came to the duke's assistance 
and was soon followed by others. The would-be 
assassin was overpowered, and the duke after finish-
ing his devotions returned to his palace. A trial was 
held the same evening by the military auditor, but 
considering the grave character of the crime, the 
audiencia ordered that the prisoner be brought before 
their court. A t the same time a resolution was 
passed that there should be no rest until the law was 
vindicated.^*' 

During the whole night the depositions of witnesses 
were taken, corroborating the attempt to murder, but 
they added little to the contradictory confession of 
the accused, who in one place gives as a reason a 
supposed offence suffered from the viceroy, while in 
another he states that his sole purpose was to per-
petuate his name.^^ There is little doubt his niind 
was deranged; he could easily have killed the viceroy 
had he been so disposed; but as it was a great man 
who had been frightened, his judges were determined 
not to recognize the fact; the appointment of an advo-
cate for the accused was but for form, and no time 
was granted him to prepare his defence. A t seven 
o'clock next morning the verdict was rendered; the 

''^ ' Matarlo y qtie no se diga misa.' Copia de la Causa Crimina , in Registro 
Tr'imestre, 289. ' Voto á Cristo, q le he de matar, ' says the viceroy in his 
letter of March 16, 1660, to the king, adding ' me diá de cuchiUadas y esto-
cadas, en las espaldas y rinones.' The latter assertion, notwithstanding its 
source, is exaggerated, as proved by the depositions of the witnesses during 
the trial. Garta, in V'ir. Instruc, MS., Ist ser. no. 24, 1. 

^ '"Hasta tanto se dé jurídica y competente satisfaccion á ejemplar tan 
atroz, no se deje la mano de las diligencias.' Copia de la Causa Criminal, 
277. 

8iGuijo, Diario, 439-40, asserts that he was submitted to to r tu re ;bu t th i s 
is doubtful; as the minutes of the trial would hardly have concealed the ap-
plication of a measure which then was considered quite legal in order to 
obtain a confession. 
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criminal was condemned to be dragged through the 
streets,^^ and thence taken to the gibbet. His head 
and right hand were to be cut off and exposed, the 
former on the main square, the latter, together with 
his sword, in front of the door of the cathedral where 
the crime had been committed. Three hours later 
the tribunals and loyal inhabitants of Mexico had the 
satisfaction of witnessing the execution of the sen-
tence, the corpse, feet upwards; remaining exhibited 
011 the gallows till late in the afternoon.^^ 

Public demonstrations of joy and processions, ar-
ranged by the archbishop and the religious corpora-
tions, celebrated the escape of the viceroy from death.^* 

A few months later Alburquerque was informed 
that the conde de Banos had.been appointed his suc-
cessor, and that he himself was promoted to the vice-
royalty of Sicily.^^ A t the same time the archbishop 
was recalled, and both set sail from Vera Cruz in May 
1661.^^ In September the duke surrendered the reins 
of power to the new viceroy^'' at Santa Ana, as was 
the custom. His residencia was begun at the same 
time by Ginés Morote, but difficulties between the 
latter and the audiencia prevented its completion 
until 1662, when it was concluded by the oidor Fran-

8 ' ' Que sea arrastrado á la cola de dos caballos metido en un ce ron . . . y en 
la horca . . .ahorcado hasta que naturalmente muera.' Copia de la Causa Crim-
inal, 301-2. 

88 The culprit did not repent of his crime. ' No pudieron reducirlo á que 
se confesara, ni á que invocase el nombre de Jesus. ' Guijo, Diario, 440. The 
viceroy in his letter to the king expresses regret, and adds that ' both in 
writing and verbally he pardoned him for this and the other life.' Carta, in 
Vir. Instrucc, MS., Ist ser. no. 24, 2. 

8̂  For details of this event see Copia de la Causa Criminál, in Registro Trim., 
265-305; Guijo, Diario, 4 3 9 ^ 0 ; Carta, in Vir. Instrucc, MS., Ist ser. no. 24, 
1-3. 

8* Guijo says he was made general of the fleets intended to operate against 
the Portuguese. Diario, 442. 

86Lacunza, Di^c. JJi.^t., xxxv. 501-2, speaks of the removal of both as 
caused by the king's displeasure witli their conduct, ' fueron muy ricos, aun-
que con el deshonor consiguiente.' There is not the slightest reason for such 
a statement, and their later career indicates plainly the contrary, Buguerio 
being presented to the see of Leon, one of the grea-test in Spain, and Albur-
querque, as already stated, being made viceroy of Sicily. 

8' During his term of office he raade many iniprovements in the viceregal 
palace. 

l i i It'^^Ktrrri i 
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cisco Valles.^^ In the mean time the duke had left 
for his native land, carrying with him the sympathy 
and good wishes of all the people of New Spain. 

GULF OF M E X I C O . 

88The visitador fixed the bond at 180,000 pesos, but was overruled by the 
oidores, who reduced the amount to 50,000 pesos notwithstanding the pro-
tests of Morote. 

: : ' : i , 
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DuRiNG the latter half of the sixteenth century, 
it will be remembered, the governors of Yucatan were 
constantly at variance with the church,^ and unseemly 
quarrels between the secular and ecclesiastical author-
ities were prevalent almost from the time that the 
custodian ViIIapando built at Mani^ the first convent 
founded in the Maya peninsula. On August 11, 1604, 
the marshal Cárlos de Luna y Arrellano^ took pos-
session of the government, and although his reign 
lacked none of the usual strifes, as well with the city 
council as with the bishop and the secular and regu-
lar clergy, his qualities as an honest ruler and the 
progress which the province made during his admin-
istration were fuUy recognized. The strongest proof 
of his rectitude is that, although no failure of crops 

' l n Hist. Mex., ii. 428 et seq., this series, the conquest of Yucatan is re-
lated, and on pages 648-654 of the same volume is a brief sketch of the history 
of this province during the latter half of the sixteenth century. 

« About 1550. 
8 The author of Datos Biográficos, in Cartas de Indias, 791-2, says his 

Chrístian name was Tristan and that of his father Cárlos. 
(152) 
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or other calamity occurred during his administration, 
eight years' service left him a poorer man than before, 
while several of his predecessors had entered upon 
office encumberéd with debt and retired with a for-
tune. 

To Luna succeeded Antonio de Figueroa,* who is 
also spoken of as a just ruler, but whose government, 
save for a dispute with the encomenderos of Valla-
dolid,^ is void of any noteworthy event. After a term 
of nearly five years his successor arrived in the person 
of Francisco Bamirez Briceno, the first governor since 
Montejo's time on whom the king conferred the title of 
captain-general. H e took possession April 27, 1617,* 
and being an experienced soldier, at once began the 
military organization of the country. During his 
brief term of office he gained the sympathy of the 
people, and his early death, on December 7, 1619,^ 
excited general grief. 

By virtue of a royal cédula of the 24th of May 
1600, now for the first time carried into effect, each 
of the alcaldes ordinarios governed the different towns 
and viUas that lay within his own jurisdiction. This 
ceased when on September 3, 1620,^ Captain Arias, 
count de Losada y Taboada, arrived, as governor ad 
interim, appointed by the viceroy of Mexico. Within 
a few months the reins of power were delivered up to 
Diego de Cárdenas, a knight of Santiago, who, being 
appointed by the crown, took possession in September 
1621.^ 

* Ancona, Hist. Yuc, ii. 201, misled by a contradictory statement in Cogo-
Iludo, gives the date of Figueroa's succession to the govemment as August 
29, 1612, instead of March 29th, for which statement he only refers to Lara. 

^They surprised him on a journey to the River Lagartos, and sent him by 
force to the viceroy of Mexico, together with a long Ust of accusations. Im-
mediately acquitted by the latter, he returned to Mérida, and against all 
expectation refrained from punishing the aggressors. 

^ Cogollvdo, Hist. Yuc, 474. In another pUce the same author says 
Figueroa raled till September 27, 1617. 

' Cogolludo says his death resulted from an illness, and Lara tha t he was 
poisoned. 

8 August 28th. Lara, Apuntes Hisfôricos; CastiUo, Dicc Hist. Ytic, 61. 
^ ' jSIanifestaba su Magestad las graues necessidades.. .por las guerras que 

tenia con Hereges, Turcos, y Moros.' CogoUvdo, Hist. Yuc, 541. 
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On the 13th of July 1618 the title of 'Muy noble y 
muy leal' was bestowed on the city of Mérida, and in 
August of the same year a coat of arms was presented 
to the cabildo.^" Stiîl further to testify his regard for 
the inhabitants of the capital the monarch conde-
scended to ask of them, four years later, a contribution 
in money. 

In order to justify the cherished title, liberal do-
nations were made to the royal mendicant by the 
city council, the encomenderos, and many other 
settlers, the governor himself setting the example 
with a gift of one thousand pesos out of his own 
salary. Little else is known of his rule, which seems 

to have been unusually quiet, 
not even the customary dis-
sensions with the clergy being 
mentioned by the historians, 
who represent Cárdenas as 
a pious and charitable man. 
After a reign of seven years^^ 
he gave place to Juan de Var-
gas,^^who entered into office on 
the 15th of September 1628. 
A change now occurs in the 
peaceful condition of affairs, 
forVargas is characterized as 
one of the worst governors 
ever appointed to the prov-
ince. 

Soon after the conquest of Yucatan the natives 
were made to feel the bitterness of tlieir bondage. 
They were robbed and maltreated by their taskmas-
ters, first under the titlc of alcaldes and corregidores, 
and later by officials under different names.^^ During 

^"The text of the cédulas by which the title and coat of arms were be-
Btowed is given in CogoUvdo, JJist. Yuc, 461-2. CaUe is in error when he 
gives 1619 as the date in Mem. y Not., 82. 

" Ancona says erroneously he raled only four years. 
^' A knight of SantUgo and descendant of tfae renowned Spanisfa general, 

Alonso de Vargas. 
^'Jueces (2e grana, de vino, 6 de agravios. 

MÉEIDA COAT OF AKMS. 

t.iaMj«ajrt» 11 .-^^i.., mnmmsíiíå^Æip'MiQmii^i 'í,^! i 
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Figueroa's term of office the production of cochineal 
had been largely increased, and the number of such 
officials, who in reality were but the agents of the 
governor, was rapidly multiplied. In vain prohibitory 
and restrictive orders had been issued by the audi-
encia of Mexico and were now repeated in a royal cé-
dula of March 17, 1627. Changing their title into that 
of capitanes á guerra, the governor evaded the exe-
cution of the law and the evil remained unchecked. 
New complaints were filed with the central govern-
ment at Mexico, and Vargas was ordered under heavy 
penalties to revoke the appointments, and forbidden 
to make new ones under any name whatever.^* He 
remonstrated, alleging the necessity of such officials, 
and refused to obey until representations were made 
to the king and the council of the Indies. 

Simultaneously an imbroglio occurred between the 
treasury officials and the governor, who, transgressing 
his authority, proposed to make an inspection of the 
royal treasury. To this the former objected, and in 
the dispute which ensued one of them was personally 
maltreated by Vargas, who, carried away by anger, 
seized the treasurer and contador and sent them to 
Spain to appear before the India Council, without 
granting time for defense.^^ Such harsh conduct aided 
to swell the number of malecontents, and more claims 
were brought before the audiencia of Mexico, urging 
that an oidor be sent to investigate the matter and 
restore order. Vargas, when informed, tried to evade 
the blow, prevailing on the city council to support his 
protest against the necessity of such a measure by 
appointing his lieutenant-general their attorney. 

In the mean time the licenciate Ynigo de Argiiello 
CarbajaP^ was sent as visitador, and presented him-

" A royal céduU of August 23,1642, approved this decree of the audien-
cU. Caile, Mem. y Not., 88. 

*̂ Ancona, Hist. Ytic, ii. 221, intimates as the probable reason an attempt 
of the officials to exact the fines imposed by the audiencia of Mexico. 

î  A knight of Calatrava and oidor of the audiencia of Mexico. His com-
mission was issued on the 7th of April, 1630. CogoUvdo, Hist. Yuc, 566-76. 
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self in Mérida August 14, 1680. Notwithstanding 
the governor's opposition," Carbajal began to execute 
his mission; whereupon Vargas ordered him to leave 
Mérida within six days, and the province within fif-
teen days, and made preparations for armed resistance. 
A t this juncture the bishop, Gonzalo de Salazar, in-
terfered in behalf of the visitador. Authorized by a 
royal cédula to co-operate with the viceroy in the 
suppression of local disturbances, he published, De-
cember 17, 1630, a decree, which under severe 
penalties and ecclesiastical censures^^ ordered the 
governor, municipal authorities, and all the inhabi-
tants to obey the orders of Carbajal.^^ 

Free from restraint, the licentiate continued the 
trial, and affcer two months sentenced the governor on 
some of the charges to temporary suspension from 
office and heavy fines, reserving the other accusations 
for the decision of the audiencia of Mexico, whither 
the accused was to be sent as a prisoner. Other offi-
cials were also punished, and compensation granted 
to the oppressed natives. In March 1631 Carbajal 
leffc with his prisoner for Mexico,'^" the government 
remaining in charge of the alcaldes till November, 
when Fernando Centeno Maldonado arrived, being 
appointed by the viceroy as governor ad interim. H e 
was replaced by Gerônimo de Guero, who took charge 

" Vargas claimed as govemor and captain-general only to be answerable 
to the king and the councU of the Indies. He also alleged the great expense 
and damage to the native popuUtion, wfaicfa the visitador's mission would 
cause. CogoUudo gives these and other reasonsinalengthy way. Hist. Ytic, 
667-9. The govemor was wrong, however; orders of the crown dated No-
vember 2, 1627, and May 19, 1631, pUced the govemment of Yucatan under 
that of Mexico. Monte'mayor, Svmarios, 91, 159; Recop. delnd., ii. 110. 

8̂ Excommunication mayor, heavy fines, and lUbiIity to be tried for faigfa 
treason. 

'* Ancona, Hist. Yuc, ii. 223, says nOtfaing about the bisfaop's intercession 
being based on a royal céduU. 

"̂ In Mexico Vargas was committed to prison, and a trUI instituted againat 
bim, but before its conclusion he died. CogoUvdo, Hist. Yuc., 576-7. Ancona, 
Hist. Yuc, ii. 223-4, and Castillo, Dicc HisL Yuc, 60-1, attribute faisdeath 
to gríef caused by tfae stem rebuke of tfae viceroy. It is nowfaere else inti-
mated that Vargas possessed a conscience, or any sense of shame. During faU 
adminUtration faeavy rains occurred, Usting, as CogoUudo says, for 27 con-
secutive days, and causing a severe famine. 
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in 1633. His rule was brief, and is favorably noticed 
by the chroniclers of his period. After his decease at 
an advanced age on March 10, 1635, the government 
again devolved on the alcaldes; but a few months 
later was transferred to Centeno, who for a second 
time had been temporarily appointed by the viceroy. 
During his term of office, which lasted until March 4, 
1636, he had serious dissensions with the Franciscans, 
and in consequence of their instigations his removal 
was ordered. He died, however, before the arrival 
of his successor, Andrés Perez Franco, who on March 
14th took office as governor ad interim, holding that 
position only two months. 

On May 17, 1636, Diego Zapata de Cárdenas, mar-
qués de Santo Floro, presented his credentials from 
the court of Spain as governor and captain-general, 
and was duly admitted. Although the chroniclers 
disagree in their estimate of his character, they admit 
that serious dissensions occurred between him and the 
city council, which corporation even planned a coup 
d'état. The fact, however, that his term of govern-
ment was extended to nearly eight years speaks 
strongly in his favor, as also do his measures to re-
lieve the natives from the payment of oppressive 
taxes.^^ His efforts on their behalf are probably due 
in part to a revolt among the Bacalar Indians, which, 
beginning in 1636, lasted till after his removal from 
office. 

The treatment of the Indians had, as we have seen, 
always given rise to dissensions and doubts, both in 
old and New Spain. Meanwhile they were continu-
ally being robbed, now by the insatiable agents of the 
governors, now by the priests and friars, and between 
both they were despoiled of whatever they possessed. 

*i The tribute of the Indians amounted in 1643 and 1644 to about 154,000 
pesos, including the former encomiendas of Montejo, and more than 20,000 
pesos belonging to those of the crown. The whole number of encomenderos 
in Yucatan was 131. CogoUvdo, Hist. Yuc, 385-6; Ccdle, Mem. y Not., 82-8, 
183. 
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I t is not strange then that the true faith had little 
attraction for them, or that occasionally they at-
tempted to shake off a yoke which plunged them not 
only into a condition worse than they had known in 
aboriginal times, but threatened the extermination 
of tlíeir race. I t was seldom, however, that they 
even temporarily succeeded, and a severe administra-

-V j-: X I c o 
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tion of justice by the Spanish authorities always sup-
pressed their mutinous tendencies for a number of 
\ears. 

I t is thus that, at frequent intervals, we have to 
rccord Indian revolts. The first one, in 1610 at 
Tckax, caused by dissatisfaction with the cacique, 
\\ as easily quelled, and three of the ringleaders for-
feited their lives on the ofallows of Mérida. In 1633, 
owing to a famine some years before, a large number 
of nativcs who had abandoned their villages were 

file:///ears
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brought back by force, the governor Centeno employ-
ing to that end energetic measures. A gibbet was 
erected wherever he went, and death threatened to 
all who would coôperate in concealing fugitive Ind-
ians. Thus in the coast districts alone more than 
sixteen thousand tributaries were restored in a short 
time to their settlements.^^ A more extensive out-
break, however, occurred in 1636, occasioned proba-
bly by the efforts of the governors to exact the con-
tributions for the Barlovento fleet. Gradually the 
revolt assumed greater dimensions, and in 1639 only 
the villa of Salamanca had remained faithful, the re-
mainder of the Bacalar district having openly declared 
its sedition, and relapsed into idolatry. Armed expedi-
tions were proposed, but objected to by the governor, 
Santo Floro, and after long deliberations only some 
friars were sent to the seditious region, a proceeding 
which utterly failed. I t was only in 1644 that part 
of the fugitives were induced to return to their vil-
lages.'^ Later revolts, though most of them of less 
importance, occurred in 1653, 1669, and 1670, when 
the Indians of Sahcabchen rebelled, and again about 
1675.^* StiII there remains no doubt that the nativcs 
were gradually brought under subjection, and the 
zealous missionaries by their incessant labors obtained 
more and more influence over the native population. 

The successor of Santo Floro, Francisco Nunez 
Melian,^^ took charge of the government the last day 
of December 1643, but his sudden death on April 13, 
1644,̂ ^̂  again made necessary a temporary appoint-
ment by the viceroy at Mexico. Enrique Dávila y 

^*For details of this expedition see CogoUvdo, Hist. Yuc, 593-5; also 
Ancona, Hist. Yuc, ii. 224-5. 

*̂  Govémor Francisco Nunez Melian succeeded in bringing back about 
9,000 Indians. CogoUvdo, HisL Yuc, 679. 

** The date for the last revolt cannot be exactly fixed, as it is not given by 
Villagutierre, who, in his Hist. Conq. Itza, 146-7, merely alludes to them. 

** The general Luis Femandez de Côrdoba, previously appointed, was pro-
moted to the govemment of Cartagena before undertaking the voyage. 
Cogullvdo, Hist. Yuc, 678. 

26 During a review of the military forces at Mérida. 
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Pacheco was the one selected, and on J u n e 28, 1644, 
he assumed office, relieving the alcaldes ordinarios, 
who had ruled in the mean time. H i s administration 
is recorded as one of the best ever experienced. A t 
his residencia it is said tha t only one insignificant 
charge was brought against him, and after the death 
of his successor Estévau de Azcárraga,^^ who was in 
charge from December 4, 1645, to August 8,1648, he 
was again summoned by the viceroy of Mexico to 
represent the crown.^^ H e remained in tha t position 
from December 15, 1648, to the 19th of October, 
1649, at which date a new ruler, appointed by the 
crown, arrived in the person of the count de Penalva.^^ 
Under his rule a serious famine occurred, and great 
numbers died of starvation. The evil was increased 
by the injudicious though weU intended measures of 
the governor to remedy it. The number of enemies 
thus crcated was increased by his avaricious proceed-
ings, and on August 1, 1652, he was found assassi-
nated in his room.^ 

After the death of Penalva governors followed in 
rather quick succession, but nothing important is con-
nected with their time. The temporary rule of the 
alcaldes ended when on November 19, 1652, Mart in 
de Robles y ViIIafana, nominated by Viceroy Alva de 
Lista, took charge of the government, but being pro-

'" Azcárraga died during an epidemic which, in 1648, played havoc in Yu-
catan to sucli an extent that no bells weretoUed except for mass. Not even 
the governor's death met with an exception, and the burial took place with-
out any of the usual solemnities. CogoUudo, Hist. Yuc, 714-30, gives many 
details referring to the pestUence. From 1627 to 1631, and ú t e r in 1636, 
floods and bad crops had also produced famine and epidemics, of which many 
pco]ile dicd. CogoUvdo, IJist. Yuc, 202-:^, 558, 592-3. 

''^ One of the alcaldes, \\ ho iu tlie interim held the goverment, was Juan 
de Salazar Montejo, a great-great-grandson of the Adelantado Francisco de 
Montejo. 

**DáviIa had been held in such esteem, that after his departure from Yu-
catan, the city council of Mérida in a letter to the king greatly eulogized his 
administi ation. Later, after the death of Pe alva, a petition was sent toSpain, 
requesting that Dávila be sent as govemor for a third time. CogoUvdo, Hist. 
Yuc, 731-3. The fuU title of his successor was GarcU de Valdés Osorio, 
first coiTut de r t alva. Id., 742. 

"•CogoIIudo as.signs no cause for his death, bu th i s unusually brief mention 
of his demise rather confirms the statement of Lava, that such a crime was 
committed. No clue was ever obtained. 

! •-•,-—- -•ttr4i».'< a^^artwt ^ mm9^'« 
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moted to the province of Carácas was relieved by 
Pedro Saenz Izquierdo in November 1653, also by 
appointment from Mexico, and it was iiot until May 
1655 that Francisco de Bazan arrived from Spain 
with a commission from the crown. He was followed 
by José Campero,^^ who governed from August 1660 
tiU his death on the 29th of December 1662.^' Be-
tween his successors, Francisco de Esquivel and Bo-
drigo Flores Aldana, temporary troubles arose, each 
claiming the government, and finall37^ the latter, who 
had been removed by the audiencia of Mexico, was 
reinstalled on January 29, 1667, by order of the 
king,^^ with whom he was a favorite. Without any 
apparent reason he was superseded on December 29, 
1669, by Frutos Delgado, oidor of the audiencia of 
Mexico, who came to take his residencia. But in the 
foUowing year Fernando Francisco 'de Escobedo, ap-
pointed immediately by the crown, took charge of the 
government.^ During his rule, which lasted from 
October 18, 1670, to March 27, 1672, the governor, 
who was an experienced soldier, directed his attention 
to the military affairs of the province, and the im-
provements which he made were continued by his 
successors, Miguel Franco Cardones and Sancho Fer-
nandez de Angulo y Sandoval, of whom nothing 
worthy of note is recorded.̂ ® 

81 Castillo says erroneously in one place that Bazan's successor was Anto-
nio Ancona, whereas in another he gives José Campero. Dicc Hist. Yuc, 54, 
142-5. His fuU title was José Campero de SorreviUa, maestre de campo and 
knight of Santiago. ôrdenes de la Corona, MS., iv. 2. 

82 His death was hastened, if not caused, by a trick played on him in the 
cathedral of Mérida, a t a late hour of the night, and the bishop and the Jesuits 
were supposed to have taken part in it, in order to gain more influence over 
him. Registro YuccUeco, u. 74-6. 

*8 Esquivel deUvered the govemment to Flores on July 28, 1664, having 
ruled since September 4, 1663, but, obtainLag his opponent's removal, again 
took possession on the 28th of March 1665. Guijo calls him Flores de Vera, 
Diario,in.Doc. Hist. Mex,, série L, i. 548. 

^*Robles, Diario, i. 140; Juarros, Gucd., 265. He was a knight of the grand 
cross of St John, baiUo of Lora, and general of the artillery of Jaen. Ancona, 
Hist. Yuc, ii. 263, calls him Femando Franco de Escobedo, and says he was 
commander of the •viUas of Samayon and Santi-Estévan. He was Uter pro-
moted to the presidency of Guatemala. 

8* Cardo es govemed from March 27, 1672, till September 28, 1674, and An-
gulo f romtha tda te to the l8 thof Decemberl677. Ancona,Hist. FÍ<C.,ii .263-5. 

HisT. MEX., VOL. n i . H 

• am. 



162 YUCATAN. 

The foUowing governor, Antonio de la Iseca y 
Alvarado, an old inhabitant of Mérida, was removed 
through the intrigues of his enemies on the 20th of 
February, 1679, by the oidor Juan de Aréchiga, 
sent by the audiencia of Mexico. H e was reinstated, 
however, oiie year later, and remained in undisturbed 
possession till 1683,^^ when on Ju ly 14th Juan Bruno 
Tello de Guzman succeeded him. The administration 
of this governor is marked in the annals of Yucatan 
by the frequent invasions of pirates, who, owing to 
the pusiUanimity of Tello, met with little resistance. 
To check such raids the fortification of Campeche 
was resolved upon, but it was only under the rule of 
his successor, Juan José de la Bárcena,^^ an experi-
enced soldier and energetic man, that any consider-
nble progress was made with the works.^^ 

The rule of the last two governors, who at the 
elose of the seventeenth centur}'- administered the 
affairs of the province, is noteworthy for the internal 
dissensions which prevailed. On August 20, 1693, 
Boque de Soberanis y Centeno, a man rather young 
for such high position, was intrusted with the reins 
of power.^^ Mainly through lack of experience he 
made, within a short time, a number of enemies, in 
whose ranks appeared also the bishop of Yucatan, 
Juan Cano y Sandoval.*" The dispute became so 
fierce that Soberanis was excommunicated in Ju ly 
1694, and upon complaints laid before the audiencia 

^8 In' 1682 a conflagration destroyed half of the town of Campeche. Robles, 
Vtario, i. .343. 

^'^ Castillo, iJicc. I/ist. r w c , 89-91. Robles, Diario,i. 399, calls him Bar-
rera. He raled from July 25, 1088, tUI August 20, 1693. 

»8])i tails are given in Cast'dlo, loc. cit. The total cost of the fortification 
of Campeche, derived from contributions by the crown and the inhabitants, 
Ænd from certain imposts, amounted to more than 200,000 pesos. In Febraary, 
1090, the first pieces of heavy artillery ever seen in the province were Unded 
a t the town. 

8»He owed his appointment to his descent from one of the wealthiest and 
most influential fami es of Cádiz. 

*o Biographers of the bishop, who was a native of Mexico, speak of him in 
very favorable terms. See Registro Yuc, ii. 278-81 ; CastiUo, Dicc HisL 
iuc, 145; Conahos Prov., 1555-65, 359-60; Fiqueroa, Vindicias, MS.. 70 ; 

Jîobles, Diario, i. 355, 360, 375. 
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of Mexico was removed from office, and summoned be-
fore tha t tr ibunal." Mart in de Ursúa y Arizmendi, 
the governor elect, was appointed to replace Sobe-
ranis, and at once made preparations to avail himself 
of the opportunity to carry out his favorite project— 
the conquest of the Itzas. 

MeanwhUe, however, Soberanis, acquitted in Mex-
ico, was restored to his government, and from this 
time to his death on September 25, 1699,*^ made all 
possible opposition to the schemes of his successor, 
notwithstanding royal orders to the contrar)'. Ursúa 's 
second term lasted from 1699 to the end of 1703, when 
he was deposed by the viceroy of IMexico, on a charge 
of implication in the murder of an alcalde of Vallado-
lid.*^ Ursúa went to Spain, where he not only justified 
his conduct, but obtained new distinctions, and was re-
instated on June 6, 1706, holding office tiU the 15th 
of September 1708, when he was promoted to the 
presidency of jManila.** 

The services tha t he rendered in the expedition 
against the Itzas in 1697, and which have already 
been related,^^ were probably the main reason for his 
preferment, for during that campaign he displayed all 
the qualities of a cautious and capable leader. 16 

*iAn oidor, Francisco Zaraza, sent to Mérida in December 1694 to in-
vestigate the matter, returned to Mexico in July 1695, -without pronouncLng 
sentence, the bishop having died in February 1695. Robles, Diar'io, u. 159-
60, 107, 170, 17-2. 

*^0f yellow fever, the first time the disease appeared in the country. Lara, 
Apuntes Histôricos, foUowed by CastiUo, Dicc. Hist. Yuc, 69. 

*8 A visitador, Cárlos Bermudez, was sent from Mexico and later a governor 
ad interim appointed, Alvaro de Rivaguda, who punishcd several of the 
guilty persons, but failed to discover any eAddence of the complicity of Ursiia. 
Rohles, Diar'io, Ist ser., ii. 46S, 477, 484; Ancona, Hist. Yuc, ii. 316-25. 

** The titles of count de Lizarraga Vengoa, conqueror, perpetual govemor, 
and captain-general of the Itza provinces, were among others given him. 
Elorza y Rada, JS'ohil., 211. 

^^See Hist. Cent. Amer., iL 681 et seq., this series. 
*̂  In addition to the authorities already quoted, the reader is referred to 

Coíjollvdo, JJist. Yuc, 220, 385-6, 452-752, passim; ViUagvtierre, Hist. Cong. 
Itza, .326-40, 410-17, 5 3 5 ^ 1 ; Gii'ijo, D'iario in Doc Hist. Mex., Ist ser., i. 
22;5-4, 548; Rohl'^s, Diario, i. 81, 140, 312, 343, 355, 358, .375. 399, 4.-)2, ii. 
155, 183; Ccdlc, Mcin. y Xol., 84-5, 87-8; Ordenes de la Corona, Ms . , iiL 04; 
Barbachano, Mem. Cainp., 2-8; Castillo, D'icc Hist. Yw., 54. 59-61, 03, 69, 
72, 93, 2!)4-5; Juarros, GucU.. i. 33; Stephens, Yuc, ii. 194; Dicc (Jniv., vi. 
785-0; viii. 494, x. 763-6. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

F I V E M O R E V I C E R O Y S . 

1660-1680. 

CouNT DE BANOS, THE TWENTT-THIED VICEROY—A N E W ORDER OF T H I N G S — 

INDIAN REVOLT AT TEHUANTEPEC—AN ARBITRARY RULER—CHARACTER 

OF THE ]M.vx—HE IS REPL.\CED BY ARCHBISHOP OSORIO—THE PRELATE'S 

B R I E F BUT BENEFICJÎNT GOVERNMENT—A NATIVE OF MEXICO JNIADE 

AECHBiSHor—AERIVAL OF MARQUIS M A N C E R A — H I S EFFICIENT R U L E — 

CALIFORNIA EXPLORATIONS—THE CATHEDRAL OF MEXICO—ITS DEDI -

CATION—]M.\NCERA'S W I S E POLICY—ERUPTION OF POPOCATEPETL AND 

OTHER CAL.VJIITIES—VERAGUAS, DESCENDANT OF COLUMBUS, AS VICE-

ROY—His UXTIMELY DEATH—ARCHBISHOP RIBERA SUCCEEDS—His 

CHARACTER AND GOOD GOVERNMENT—HE DECLINES N E W HONORS— 

His RETIREMENT TO SPAIN, AND DEATH. 

LATE in July 1660 the twenty-third viceroy of New 
Spain, Juan de Leiva y de la Cerda, marqués de Leiva 
y de Ladrada, conde de Banos,^ arrived at Vera Cruz. 
He entered Mexicoon the 16th of September, and on 
the same day took charge of the government. One of 
his first acts was the imprisonment of the castellan of 
the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, without any appar-
ent reason, and such arbitrary measures were several 
timcs-repeated during his administration which was 
in strong contrast with that of his predecessor. Dur-
ing the last months of Alburquerque's reign, news was 
rcccived in IMexico that the Indians of the district 
of Tehuantepec were in revolt and had kiUed the al-
calde mayor.2 A small force sent against them was 
defeated, and preparations were made to assemble a 
larger expedition. But before this was ready it was 

'Guijo caUs him Juan de la Cueva Leiva y Labrada. Diario, 444, 447. 
The cause of the outbreak was the usual extortions practised 'upon the 

natives, many of them being driven to suicide. Robles, Vida, 151-3. 
(164) 
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learned that the troubles had been allayed by the in-
tercession of the bishop of Oajaca, Alonso de Cuevas 
Dávalos.^ 

T ie count was a man utterly unfitted for the posi-
tion,* and soon made himself extremely unpopular 
,among his subjects. Vain, arrogant, and selfish, he is 
mentioned as one of the worst rulers that was ever 
placed at the head of affairs. As an instance of his 
vanity it may be mentioned that in the second year 
after his arrival he used his influence to change the 
route of the procession of corpus christi in such a 
manner that it would pass by the viceregal palace. 
In the following year, on repeating this request, he 
met with energetic opposition from the new arch-
bishop, Diego Osorio de Escobar y Llamas,^ who 
under severe ecclesiastical penalties forbade any de-
viation from the rule observed since the early days 
of Spanish dominion. 

This was more than the overbearing viceroy could 
endure; and considering himself moreover deeply in-
jured by the general sympathy displayed by the pub-
lic, and the religious corporations, at the sudden death 
of the commander of San Juan de Ulúa, who had been 
imprisoned by his order, he resolved on revenge.^ 

^Zamacois, Hîst. Méj., v., erroneously gives the date as 1661; Mayer says 
1661 and 1602, Mex. Aztec, i. 208; Rivera, Hist. Jalapa, i. 95, 1664. Dome-
nech, reversing the order, says the troubles arose in consequence of decrees 
issued by Dávalos, Hist. Mex., i. 275-6. A letter of the kingdated October 2, 
1602, thanks the bishop for Iiis services in flattering terms and promises him 
the royal favor. Rohles, Vida, 164-5. 

*Among other instances of his incapacity it may be mentioned that when 
news was received of the occupation of Cuba by the EngUsh the viceroy at-
tempted to organize an expedition, but except enlisting a number of recraits 
and appointing two of his sons as officers, i t is not recorded that he accom-
plished anything. 

' B o r n in Coruna in Galicia, and in 1656 made bishop of Puebla afterhold-
ing several important oíEces in Spain. Lorenzana, in Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 
220-1, 269. In 1663 he was promoted to the see of Mexico. Lorenzana, in 
Id., 269-70, gives 1666 as the year, but mentions the correct date on p. 221. 
His mistake has been copied by Ribera, Gohernantes, i. 213. 

8 The election of Osorio had frustrated the hopes of the bishop of Nica-
ragua, Juan de la Torre, then in ^lexico, who was one of the viceroy 's favor-
ites. Torre even later wrote to Spain^ calumniating the character of the 
archbishop and of the oidores, on the other hand extoUing that of his patron. 
By accident the afíair became known, and the audiencia peremptorily ordered 
Torre to depart for his bishopric. Guijo, Diario, 506-7. 
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Faihng in his efforts to undermine the influence of 
the archbishop, who again in 1664 denied the right of 
the count to change the route of the corpus christi 
procession,^ he next thought of exiling him under 
sonic pretext, which it would not be difficult to find. 
Meanwhile he caused aU letters from Spain addressed 
to Osorio to be destroyed. On the 27th of June 
his preparations were concluded, the audiencia had al-
ready been informed, and on the foUowing day the 
plan was to be executed. But at this moment an 
incident occurred which overthrew his projects. A 
vessel from Spain ran ashore near the old town of 
Vera Cruz. The crew and mails were saved, and even 
the vigilance of the spies kept by the viceroy could 
not prevent the agents of Osorio from securing and 
delivering in safety the archbishop's correspondence. 
The latter with surprise observed that among the let-
ters was one, addressed to him, as viceroy of Mexico. 
Immediately the news spread, carrying with it no less 
joy than astonishment to all save the count, for he 
had withheld and burned six previous despatches of 
the same character.^ 

On the foUowing day Osorio sent the official infor-
mation to the viceroy and the oidores, summoning the 
latter to the archiepiscopal palace. Showing them 
two royal cédulas, which referred to him as viceroy 
and captain-general, he asked their opinion, whether 
these documents were sufficient authority for him to 
assume the government. The audiencia returned to 
the palace, there to discuss the question in presence 
of tlie count. The latter denied the right of Osorio, 
unless a cédula expressing the formal appointment be 
exhibited. The doubts were soon solved, for in the 
box containing the despatches another letter was 

^For having attempted this, the viceroy was afterward fined 12,000 
ducats. 

8 When the bishop leamed this, he demanded their delivery under severe 
penalties. An official of the govemment, who had witnessed the destraction 
of the documents, among which there had been one from the inquisition in 
Spain, was imprisoned by the holy office of Mexico for having concealed this 
fact. Guijo, Diario, 529-30. 
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found directing the audiencia to take charge in case 
Osorio should have died or resigned. Immediately 
the oidores returned and informed the archbishop that 
his authority was recognized, and two hours later he 
took the oath and was formally installed. Soon after-
ward, when again in his palace, the ex-viceroy paid 
him a visit, as prescribed by etiquette, and left him 
his guard. No sooner did the people see the count 
alone, than they began to shout, scoff, and throw 
stones at him and his companions, obliging them to 
hasten as quickly as possible to the viceregal palace.* 

Great were the demonstrations of joy at Osorio's 
appointment. Tlie streets were crowded; there were 
festivities and illuminations, and the following day a 
te deum was sung in the cathedral. A t the same time, 
in consequence of his resignation of the archbishopric, 
the bishop of Oajaca, Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos, had 
been appointed as successor. A t the request of the 
chapter and the new prelate Osorio continued, how-
ever, to govern the see till November, when Cuevas 
arrived. Although the rule of the new viceroy lasted 
but a few nionths, many changes were made for the 
better. The people began to breathe more freely. 
Persons exiled by Banos, and others, who from fear 
had left the town, returned; justice was administered 
with rigor, but with impartiality; the count of San-
tiago Calimaya, notwithstanding his high rank, and 
Pedro de Leiva, son of the ex-viceroy, were both 

' This according to Guijo. Nevertheless many later writers represent 
Banos as a popular raler. Alegre says the viceroy visited and supported t h e 
hospitals of the society, and calls him 'un virey de los mas ejemplares y 
justos. ' IHst. Comp. Jesus, ii. 425-6. Similar though less enthusiastic praise 
is bestowed on him by Vetancurt, Trat. Mex., 15, Lorenzana, Hist. N. Esp., 
25, Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 47, and others. Similar manifestations, as whistling 
and hissing, were repeated months afterward, wlien the count was present a t 
Bome bull-fights arranged in honor of viceroy Mancera. In October 1664 his 
residencU was begun, but not concluded till 16G6. Guijo, Diario, 557; Rohles, 
Diario, i. 15. The entire property of the ex-viceroy was attached, notwith-
Btanding royal orders to permit his return to Spain, and he was placed under 
bonds for 40,000 pesos. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 38; Reales Cédulas, 
MS., ii. 148-9. In 1666 Banos returned to Spain, where after the death of 
fais wife he entered the order of the barefooted Carmelites. Rohles, Diario, L 
17-18, 223, 239. 



'.^jåBm 

168 FIVE MORE VICEROYS. 

placed under arrest for arranging a duel.^'' Abuses 
introduced under the rule of Banos were reformed; 
aU grants and appointments made by the latter were 
declared as nuU and void by order of the crown; and 
severe punishment was inflicted on several negligent 
and defaulting officials." 

The activity displayed by the bishop-viceroy was 
astonishing, and seemed to be transmitted to aU de-
partments of the government. Assistance in money, 
workmen, and ammunition was sent to Cuba; the 
management of the royal treasury was reorganized so 
effectually that, after a rule of only six weeks, there 
were four hundred and fifty thousand pesos ready 
to be sent to Spain, and from July tiU October more 
than seventy law-suits were despatched, in the court 
of the audiencia. Thus the whole aspect of affairs was 
changed, and hopes were entertained, that New Spain 
would prosper under his administration, when news 
arrived that a successor, appointed by the crown, had 
reached Vera Cruz. On September 27th the viceroy 
formally gave up his office, and on November 15th his 
archbishopric, wlien his successor took possession.-^^ 

Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos was the first native of 
]\[exico who ever occupied the archiepiscopal chair 
of New Spain. He was born in 1590, had studied in 
the Jesuit college, and been rector of the university 
in 1632. After holding the offices of canon at Puebla, 

'" The imbrogUo arose in 1660 on the arrival of Ba os, in consequence of 
remarks made by Pedro de Leiva, about the creoles, in presence of the count. 
Altercations and bra'wls foUowed, but the final scttlement of the question had 
beeii delayed tiU Banos was removed. Guijo, Diario, .546-7. 

" Diego Valles, an official of the treasury and (iuicksilver department, was 
Buspended and heavily fiiicd in virtue of a royal cédula, ' t h e severest ever 
des]>at(;hed against an official,' says Guijo. He was charged with being bribed 
by i;,iûos. Two regidores were removed for having revealed the secrets of the 
cabildo sessious to the former viceroy. See Guijo, Diar'io, 537-48, where also 
several similar cases are mentioned. 

'^A month later, Deccmber 15, IG64, Osorio retumed to his diocese of 
Puebla, which lie retained tiU his death in 1673. His residencia was taken 
in I6G6, and several charges were preferred against him by representatives of 
the count of Ba os, relative to his conduct at the time of his succession to the 
povcramcnt, but no sentence seems ever to have been pronounced against 
liuii. save oiie, imposing a small íine, which afterward was revoked by the 
council of the Indies. Rcjbks, D'iario, i. 29-34, 151. 
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and deacon and treasurer of the cathedral of Mexico, 
he became in 1657 bishop of Oajaca, whence he was 
promoted to the see of the capital. He wore the 
mitre but for a short time, dying the following year.^' 

The twenty-fifth viceroy, Antonio Sebastian de 
Toledo, Molina y Salazar, marqués de Mancera," ar-
rived at Vera Cruz in July 1664, but his entrance 
into Mexico was delayed for several months, when, 
notwithstanding an order of the crown, it was made 
on the 15th of October with the usual ceremonies.'^ 
On the same day he took possession of the govern-
ment.^^ His previous career had already given him 
an opportunity to exhibit his abilities, and he now 
showed that his election was fully justified. 

Immediately after his arrival the drainage of Lake 
Zumpango was recommenced. The undertaking had 
been begun nearly a century before, but was still in a 
backward condition. Under Mancera a friar of the 

'8 His appointment was chiefly caused by the valuable services rendered 
in suppressing the revolt of the Indians of Tehuantepec. Florencia, Hist. 
Prov. Comp. Jesus, 232, says erroneously that from his see of Oajaca he was 
promoted to that of Puebla. In August 16G5 he fell sick, and on September 
2d he died. Five days afterward his buUs arrivcd from Spain. His biogra-
phy was written by Antonio Robles, the author of the Diario de sucesos vota-
oles, under the title Rcsgi irdo contra el olv'ido.. .de la v' la.. .del Jllmo Sr 
Dr D. Alonso de Cuevus Da'valos, Mexico, 1757, pp. xliv. 208, 38. I tcontains 
minute details of the bishop's life, and the miracles he wrought, bu t little 
historical material. The work is less bigoted than others of tha t character 
and epoch—the beginning of the eighteenth century. See also Vetancvrt, 
Trat. Mex., 25; Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 221, 308-9; RoUes, Diario, i. 4-5, 
12; Med'ina, Chrôn. S. Diego, 240. 

"Senor del Marmol y de las cinco ViUas, tesorero general de la Orden 
de Alcántara, were his other titles according to Miravel y Casaderante, 
El gran Dicc, vii. 132. He was also comendador de Puerto-Uano in the 
order of Calatrava and belonged to the council of war. Palafox, Estatutos De-
dicatoria. Later Mancera was made a grandee of Spain. When he came to 
Mexico he had already a splendid record as an able official, having been em-
bassador of the crown at Venice and in Germany. 

'" A cédula of Ju ly 1663 forbade public demonstrations or receptions to 
all new viceroys, for the reason tliat they entailed too much expense on the 
respective towns and villages. Onlencs de la Corona, MS., i. I I . Rivera, 
Gohernantes, i. 214, asserts that no public reception took place, and tha t 
^lancera presented to the king the money appropriated by the city to cover 
the expenses. A contemporary, Guijo, gives, however, a minute description 
of the fe^tivities held in honor of his arrivaí, and one which differs little, if 
a t all, froin those celebrated on siniilar occasions. Dîario, 553-5. 

"^Lorenzaiia, Jfist. N. Esp., 25, foUowed by Panes, Vireyes, MS., 103, 
i'rroneously places his succession to the government in the year 1665. 
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Franciscan order was put in charge of the work,̂ ^ 
and earnest efforts were made for its completion. 
Although this was not accomplished, greater progress 
was made than under any of his predecessors, and at 
a smaller cost.̂ * The work was confirmed by his suc-
cessor, the archbishop Bibera, and concluded in the 
middle of 1675, inundations which occurred mean-
while having caused operations to be pushed with 
vigor.^^ A te deum was sung in the cathedral, and 
other solemnities celebrated the event. 

The viceroy's attention was now directed to financial 
and mUitary affairs, both of which were in a deplorable 
condition, owing to the indolence and dishonesty of 
previous rulers. Convinced that the creation of new 
imposts would not check the evil, and only add new 
burdens to those under which the inhabitants were 
already laboring, he began his reforms by improv-
inc;- the administration of the treasury department. 
WÍien he arrived he not only found the strong-box 
empt}^ but was faced by a considerable amount of 
debts, contracted in preceding years, when the ex-
penses had always exceeded the income. Exercising 
a strict vigilance, and submitting the officials to fre-
quent inspections,^" he put an end to the peculations^^ 
which had been committed in all the different branchea 

" His name was Manuel de Cabrera, and a monthly salary of 200 pesos waa 
assigned him. Guijo, Diario, 5G2-3. Mancera, in the instructions to his suc-
cessor, calls hhn Juan de Cabrera in one place, in another Manuel. 

^8The excavations made dur ingthe time of ^Mancera extended over 1,693 
varas, the expensc amounting to 138,550 pesos. See Mancera's report to hia 
successor, in Jnstrucc Vireyes, 2 6 3 ^ . This statement is doubtless more 
reliablc tUan that given by Rivera, Gohernantes, i. 236, who speaks of 1,319 
varas with a cost of 105,950 pesos. 

^' StiU the work seems to have been insufficient, for in 1678 another inun-
dation, which damaged the drain somewhat, has been recorded. Rohles, D'iario, 
i. 208. Another peril, though of a different nature, threatened ^Mexico from 
the close proximity of the powder-mill and magazine. Mancera averted the 
danger by removing the establishment to a greater distance, and distributing 
the powder in several depots, each of which contained only a small quantity. A 
short time after this was done a flash of Ughtning strack the factory without 
causingany damage. 

*" ' Él primer môvil que da impulso á U corriente y pura recaudacion de los 
Reales haberes, conteniendo el desôrden.. .es el temor de las cuentas. ' Man-
cera. in I strucc Virrcyc-^, 290. 

^' In the custom-house alone they amounted in less than two years to more 
than 160,000 pesos. /(/ . ,296. 
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of the department, and was able to leave it to his 
successor free of debts, and with an increased revenue. 
Besides attending strictly to all the remittances which 
then were made to the West India Islands, the Phil-
ippines, and in support of the various presidios, he stiU 
sent more than four miUion pesos to Spain. 

After the death of Felipe IV., whose obsequies 
were celebrated in Mexico with becoming solemnity,^^ 
the queen-regent gave to her loyal subjects of New 
Spain a proof of confidence, not uncommon at that 
time, by appealing to them for voluntary donations 
to meet the increased expenses caused by the change 
in the government. Viceroy and archbishop imme-
diately set the example^^ by subscribing a considerable 
amount, which in a short time was swelled to more 
than a hundred thousand pesos. I t was only natural 
that such patriotism should be recognized, and the 
crown expressed its approval in several cédulas, the 
last of which, dated June 11, 1672, directed that the 
viceroy should instruct his successor as to his policy 
in fiuancial matters. 

Mancera's reforms in military affairs were less suc-
cessful, chiefly in consequence of the lukewarm coôp-
eration of the govemment in the mother country. 
The latter indeed issued on one occasion orders re-
ducing the pensions and gratuitous subventions, and 
appropriated the amountthus saved to the support 
of a fleet,'^* but contradictory instructions, now direct-
ing the vessels to protect the coasts of New Spain 
and the islands, now recalling them to Spain, left the 

**Tfae king had died on September 17, 1665; faU demise was publUhed in 
Mexico tfae 26tfa of May 1666, and aU persons were ordered under fine to put 
on mouraing. Early in June the viceroy received the formal visits of condo-
lence from the audiencU, inquisition, chapter of tfae catfaedral, and the re-
ligious orders; funeral services were also faeld, but tfae exequies proper were 
not celebrated tiU July, wfaen tfaey Usted for about a month. After the 
beginning of November mouming was laid aside. Robles, Dairio, i. 18-27. 

" The former by making a gift of 12,000, the Utter one of 8,000 pesos. 
'* A royal cédnU of Jnly 3, 1669, reduced aU the pensions of 300 ducata 

or less to 200, and beyond tbat to one faalf of tfaeir original amount. None 
were to exceed 4,000 ducats, ' pues en esta forma es bastante U recompensa 
qne. . .pueda recargar sobre el Real PatrimoDÍo, quando se faalU tan exausto.' 
Jfontemayor, Svmarioe, 265-6. 
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commerce of the colonies at the mercy of the corsairs. 
Disregard was also shown to the pressing demands 
of thc uiai(|ués for the iinproveinent of the defenses of 
the coast ports on the North and South seas, His 
request that the fortifications of San Juan de Ulúa 
should be repaired were rot even answered.^^ 

I t was hoped that the treaty concluded between 
England and Spain, October 8, 1670, whereby either 
power was granted the sovereignty over the lands 
then in their possession in the Indies, and all trade 
forbidden between the two nations in those regions, 
would be of benefit to the provinces; but such was 
not the case. The governor of Jamaica, Thomas 
Lynch, continued to grant the pirates a tacit protec-
tion, and it was only under his successor, Lord 
Vaughan, that the licenses given to the corsairs were 
revoked, and a number of the sea-robbers hanged, 
when, in disregard of warnings, they returned to that 
island to dispose of their booty. 

In the begiiming of 1672 some English buccaneers 
landed near the mouth of Goazacoalco River, and 
thence made raids on the neighboring viUages. The 
viceroy, afraid of provoking hostilities, or for some 
other reason, did not proceed against them, but asked 
for instructions from Spain. ' In reply he was rebuked 
for his hesitation, and ordered to dislodge the invaders, 
and try the captured pirates in Mexico, instead of send-
ing them to Spain, as had been usual. An expedition 
was despatched, and succeeded in driving the English 
vessel ashore, where it was burned. The crew, how-
ever, fled to the woods. Subsequently detachments 

^ Mancera himself had inspected them in the beginning of 1670. Mancera, 
in Jiistrucc Vireyes, 277; Rohles, Diarío, i. 86. I t was not alone from pirates 
that danger threatened Vera Craz; a garríson of tolerable force was also re-
quired to prevent an.outbreak of the negro slaves, who a t intervals had been 
heiit there, sometimes several hundred a t a time. In 1669 about 500 of them, 
when near \ 'era Craz, on the road to Mexico, had risen, overpowered and 
kiUed the escort, and fled to the woods. I t became necessary to send forces 
against them to remove such dangerous neighbors from the principal port of 
New Spain. 



THE CATHEDRAL. 173 

were also sent against British corsairs near Campeche, 
and in the Laguna de Términos, but their operations 
were confined to the destruction of some settlements 
on the coast, as the deep draught and unwieldy shape 
of the Spanish ships prevented them from pursuing 
the enemy in the shallow water. 

In matters of local interest, as well as in the affairs 
of state, Mancera proved himself a zealous ruler. 
Aroused by the comments made in Europe on the 
slow progress of the cathedral building of Mexico, he 
set to work energetically to hast^n its completion. 
In 1573, as already mentioned, the construction of a 
temple worthy the high rank which the capital of New 
Spain occupied among all the colonies of the crown, 
had been commenced. The grandeur of its plan was, 
however, equalled only by the dilatoriness with which 
it was executed. In 1615 only part of the outer walls 
had been finished, but in 1623 the vaults of the main 
sacristy were ready, and three years later the old 
cathedral was pulled down; the host was transferred 
to the new building, and divine service performed 
there. From that time progress was slow, and the 
great inundation of 1629 caused it to be entirely in-
terrupted till toward the end of 1635, when work was 
resumed with zeal by Viceroy Cadereita, and con-
tinued with good results by his successors.^^ 

The activity of Alva de Liste, who brought the 
completion within the reach of probability as was gen-
erally said, and in whose time the construction of a 
tower over the ciborium was begun, was, however, 
eclipsed by that of the duke of Alburquerque. Owiiig 
to the latter's personal interest, his frequent pecuniary 

'8 Under Cadereita the first vaults of the principal nave and five others 
of the aisles were concluded. During Escalona's rale part of the main nave 
was covered, and in 1641 the holy sacrament placed t^jere, as the sacristy 
proved too small. Sarinana, Not. breve, 8. At the time of V iceroy Salvatierra, 
other vaults as also some chapels being sufficiently advanced, the conse-
cration of Archbishop Manosca took place in 1645, and this circumstance 
probably misled Gonzalez Dávila who asserts that during Ma osca's rule tfae 
cathedral was completed. Teatro Ecles., i. 66. 



ft.J 

174 FIVE MORE VICEROYS. 

donations, and the premiums he gave to the work-
men, great progress was made. The number of 
bells^^ was increased, the tower and several of the 
vaults finished, and the remainder of the church 
covered with a roof of wood. On the 30th of Jan-
uary, 1656, the dean and chapter assembled in the 
cathedral, and were joined by the viceroy, his consort, 
daughter, and at tendants; the doors were closed, and 
an appropriate speech was made by the duke, referring 
to the condition of the work and his satisfaction at the 
progress attained. Then in the name of the king he 
formally delivered the temple with the keys to the 
chapter. In succession the viceroy, accompanied only 
by his wife and daughter, proceeded to the presbytery, 
and kneeling kissed its first step ' with all veneration 
and respect.' This done the three august personages 
began to sweep tha t part of the church in a thorough 
wa}^, as the pious chronicler remarks.^^ 

The formal dedication was ordered to be held on the 
2d of February. The different religious orders, and 
the alcaldes de corte, were assigned sites in the neigh-
borhood of the cathedral whereon to erect altars and 
make other preparations. All was in readiness by the 
end of January, and neither money nor pains was 
spared to produce a spectacle which for its magnifi-
cence surpassed all others of similar character. One 
order had vied with another in the decoration of the 
altars, covering them with costly trimmings of brocade 
and embroidery in gold and silver. On them were 
placed the images of the patron saints, often of superior 
workmanship, and always of costly material. The 
streets along which the procession was to march had 
been gaudily decorated, and all passiiig of carriages 

"AccordingtoSariûana, Not. 6rere, 14, Alburquerqueincreasedthenumber 
from 8 to 20. Guiio, in his Diario, 279-326, passim, gives minute accounts 
of 19, assigning to the largest, named Dona María, a weight of 44,000 pounds, 
a figure which, if correct, would place it among the Urgest ever made. 

^8It may be added tliat, according to the same author, 200 Indians had 
already done the preliminary cleaning of the temple some days before at the 
expense of the viceroy. Guijo, Diario, 338-9. 
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in them was forbidden for several days under pain of 
forfeiture. 

On the Ist of February all the religious orders, 
brotherhoods, and other clergy, together with the dea-
cons, assembled in the atrium of the cathedral, with 
crosses and candles, and the procession was formed. 
Members of the brotherhood of San Pedro, with 
burning lights, and red stoles over their surplices, 
carried the iinages of San Pedro and of Our Lady of 
Assumption, the patron of the church, They were 
followed by the chapter of the cathedral, amongst 
whom rode thirty knights of the military orders, the 

"'"J dean Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos with the holy sacra-
^- ment, the members of the university, the cityauthor-
*Í™ ities, the tribunals, the officials of the contadurías, 
S'tí treasury, and audiencia; the viceroy Alburquerque 
4 with his attendants, all richly attired, coming last. 

When the priest carrying the host reached the cathe-
ití dral, the seven doors were opened, the holy sacrament 
d was placed in the ciborium, and after prayers had 
;,ii been said the procession dispersed. Fireworks around 
anil the church and on the tower, together with a general 

iUumination of the city, concluded the preliminary 
r̂; festival. 

tif. The following day the cathedral was opened to the 
public, but no mass was said during the early liours. 
A t ten o'clock the viceroy arrived, accompanied by 
the university, audiencia, tribunals, and city council, 
H e was received at the main entrance by the chapter, 
and conducted amid the ringing of bells into the 
church,^^ while the te deum was being chanted. Re-
fusing the offered cushion he kneeled down, repeated 
his prayers, kissed the first steps of the presbytery, 
and was then led to his seat, close to which, though 
separate, were those of his consort and his daughter. 
After a procession in the cathedral with lighted 
tapers, divine services began simultaneously in the 
four different chapels into which the church had been 

*' 'Como si fuera recíen venido.' Guijo, Diario, 346. 
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divided. I t was a novel spectacle to the peopl^ of 
Mexico, upon whom it made a deep impression. The 
dean, officiating at the main altar, pronounced the 
dedication, to M'hich the can6nigo magistral responded 
in a sermon, which lasted several hours, A t night 
the catbedral and city were again iUuminated, and so 
every night during the ten da^s which the celebra-
tion Iasted,^° the sermons being preached in turn by 
members of the different religious orders, Every day 
viceroy, audiencia, and other principal magistrates 
were present, and the same undiminished enthusiasm 
was shown by the people, 

Alburquerque continued the work on the cathedral, 
and in October, 1659, a number of houses surrounding 
the building were demolished in order to allow more 
space for the majestic pile. His successors Banos and 
Osorio inherited his sympathy but not his zeal for the 
work, and it advanced but slowly under their adminis-
tration, Under Mancera, however, a notable change 
took place, and such progress was made, that in the 
beginning of 1667 he was able to inform the king ap-
proximately when the whole interior of the church 
would be finished, In reply the sovereign expressed 
his thanks for the energy displayed and requested him 
to continue his efforts. The viceroy had not promised 
too much; for on the 22d of December the second 
solemn dedication of the temple took place, I t was 
a festival similar to the one held eleven years before, 
though the solemnities did not last so long,̂ ^ The 
total cost up to that date exceeded a million and three 

8° The daily consumption of wax alone amounted to 150 pounds, and its 
cost was defrayed by the Cofradia del Santísimo Sacramento. Guijo, Diario, 
349. 

8' The 22d of December was selected, it being the birthday of the queen 
of Spain. The festivities were essentially in the same style and on the same 
Bcale as under Alburquerque. One of the sermons was delivered on that 
occasion by the Doctor Isidro .Sarinana, a parísh priest of Mexico, and in 1668 
he published it together with a description of the celebration and an historical 
account of the cathedral since its beginning. The title is Noticia breve De La 
Solemne.. .Dedicacion del Tcinplo Metropolitano de Mexico, pp. 50, 28. The 
work is dedicated to the consort of the viceroy, Leonor Maria del Carreto, 
and contains, besides its historícal records, a panegyric of the chrístUn re-
Ugion, the sovereigns of Spain, and their representatives in New Spain. 
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quarters of pesos, but was considerably increased ia. 
ater years, as the completion'was not finally effected 

till the beginning of the present century,^^ 
The dimensions of the cathedral are 393 feet in 

length from north to south, by 192 feet in width froni 
east to west.^ The architecture is of the Doric 
order,^ all the columns, bases, capitals, cornices, and 
friezes being of hewn stone, and the other work of 
tetzontli,^^ 

The whole edifice, containing fourteen chapels, is 
divided into five parts, the principal one, the main 
nave, being 53 feet wide from column to column. 
Five portals give entrance, three of them facing the 
great square or plaza toward the south, while light i.s 
admitted by 174 wåndows, The cupola, 184 feet 
above the pavement, and of octagonal form, is sur-
mounted by a fanal 44 feet high. In this magnificent 
temple were placed many and valuable images and 
ornaments. Among the former the most remarkable 
was that of Our Lady of the Assumption, wrought of 
gold, as was also the pedestal and the four angels sup-
porting the image.^^ Another was that of Our Lady of 
the Conception of pure silver,^'' and less valuable ones 

8'Hemandez, Estad. Méj., 257-8, says that expenses tiU 1677 amounte T 
to 2,543,264 pesos. The annual appropriation from the royal treasury was 
18,500 pesos; and one year 13,000 pesos more were granted by the crown. 
Sarinana, Not. hreve, 20. Bustamante in Alecjre, Hist. fJomp. Jesus, ii. 410, 
makes a blunder when he gives the cost up to 1667 as 1,050,000 pesos. Worse 
still is Saavedra in Dicc. Univ., ii. 280, who asserts that the cathedral was 
finished in 1657 by Márcos Ramirez de Prado and dedicated by him on the 
22d of December, the amount expended so far being 1,759,000 pesos. Ramirez 
did not become archbishop of Mexico till November 1666, and died the follow-
ing year in May, seven months before the inauguration of 1667 took place. 

88 0rozco y Berra, in Z>icc. Univ., v. 674, copies the above statement of 
Sarínana, but is evidently mistaken in his Mem. Ciud. Mex., 96, where he 
mentions 130^ and 61 metres. Saavedra, in loc. cit., differs again, saying 
155§ and 73 varas. 

8*Vetancurt, Trat. Mex., 17, says i t is of the lonic order. 
8*A red, light, hard, porous stone, which was found in the neighborhood: 

of Mexico and extensively used for buildings. See also Native Races, ii . 
160, 557, 568, this series. 

'8 I t s weight is tha t of 139 marks of gold, then representing 6,984 pesos 
de oro. 

87 Weighing 138 marks and more than one vara high ; i t was a present of 
the sUversmiths of Mexico. Since 1618 i t faad had its own chapel. Ribera^. 
Oobemantes, i. 221, says erroneously it was of gold. 
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were distributed in the different chapels. Of consid-
erable value were also the church vessels, among which 
a silver baptismal font, and a monstrance of the same 
metal, especially excited admiration.^^ 

Although the viceroy proved himself beyond doubt 
a man of christian character, he would not allow the 
least encroachment of the church upon his prerog-
atives as the representative of the king. In 1666 a 
litigation arose between him and the inquisition about 
a small sum of money wdiich the holy office had forcibly 
extracted from the royal treasury at Guadalajara under 
some trivial pretext. ^Mancera objected, and with the 
consent of the audiencia, notwithstanding loud protests 
of the inquisition, obliged the latter to refund the 
money. Both parties appealed to the king, who after 
some investigations had been made approved the mar-
qucs' conduct.^^ A t other times disputes sprang up 
between him and the clergy about tha t fruitful source 
of discord, the royal patronage, but he usually con-
trived to check their aspirations when too grasping, 
while on other occasions he would give way if it 
could be done without prejudice to the crown. H e 
was prompted to the latter course by the king, who 
while approving his efforts to maintain the royal au-
thority, intimated that he disliked such quarrels, from 
which, moreover, little benefit was derived.*° 

The viceroy always pursued a conciliatory policy, 

'8The value of the candlesticks and chandeliers for ordinary use alone 
represented a considerable sum. ' Solamente en vn facistor, seis blandones 
Imperiales del altar, quatro mayores de c i r ios . . . y los Ciriales, sirven al culto 
casi de ordinarío mil y cinquéta y siete marcos de plata. ' Sarinano, Not. 
breve, 28. 

8* The inquisition quaUfied the order of the viceroy for the repayment of 
iiheamountseizedas 'injusta inusitada y de malasconsecuencias,'and told him 
fio in plain Unguage. Mamera, in Instrucc Vireyes, 270-1. 

*" In the instructions given by Mancera to his successor he quaintly remarks, 
tfaat notwitlistanding his long experience, obtained both in Peru and New 
Spain, he stiU has remained so ignorant of the patronage question 'que lo 
que he aprendido es solo saber, que U ignoro, y que su acierto consiste en 
puutos y ápices indivisibles.' He expresses the hope that the new appointee 
may be more successful 'amidst gulfs aud reefs so very imsafe.' Id., 285-6. 
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and thus dissensions which threatened to end in a 
serious rupture between him and the archbishop 
were avoided. They had been caused by the com-
plaints of the latter about several of the religious 
orders, and were decided against the primate when 
brought before the audiencia. The government even 
threatened him, though in vain, with a suspension of 
the temporalities. Bibera refused to obey, but was 
finally persuaded to do so under protest through the 
intercession of the inquisition." 

When the end of his second term of office drew 
near, Mancera had requested to be relieved; but the 
sovereign was not wiUing to part with such an able 
governor, and prolonged his term for three years more, 
the news reaching Mexico in the beginning of Octo-
ber 1670,*^ A t about the same time á cédula arrived 
by which the viceroys of New Spain were again author-
ized to appoint governors ad interim for the Philip-
pine Islands, a r ight whichjiad been revoked in 1664, 
but was now restored^^ upon the representations of the 
viceroy to the India Council, Al though the condi-
tion of affairs in New Spain was at this time faiily 
prosperous, several calamities occurred during Man-
cera's administration, Soon after his succession to the 
viceroyalty an eruption of Popocatepetl took place, 
lasting four days, aiid the showers of ashes and stones 
threw into consternation the entire population of the 
surrounding districts,^ A t about the same time a 
tornado struck Vera Cruz, causing an inundation, 
which flooded the city and did considerable damage, 

*^According to Robles, Dîario, i. 8 3 ^ , a rather powerful influence was 
exercised by the manjues' consort, who threatened to enter the convent of 
Santa Teresa if no reconcilUtion were effected. 

*'^ A few days before, a large torch-Iight procession had been held in honor 
of the king's birthday. 

^8By cédulas of October 22, 1669, and May 6, 1670. Mancera, Instruccion, 
in Col. Doc Inéd., xxi. 4G2-3, and in Jnsfrucc. Vireyes, 266. 

**Authoríties differ about the date. Lorenzana, JJist. X. Esp., 25, says it 
was in the same year when Mancera arrived, but gives the latter erroneously 
as 1G()5. Cavo, Tres S'iglos, ii. 47, also adopts 1665, in which he is followed 
by Ri\era, Hist. Jaiapa, i. 95, but this wríter makes the blunder of placing 
it under the rule of Banos. 
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The fleet, then at anchor, suffered also to a great ex-
tent; one of the larger vessels broke her chains and 
was driven on a reef, where she was lost with all her 
cargo,*^ while two smaller ones foundered. Two years 
later, in the middle of 1667, earthquakes began to 
alarm the population, but although the first on July 
30th is said to have somewhat injured the tower of 
the church of Santa Clara at Mexico, and the cathe-
dral of Puebla, subsequent shocks, which occurred at 
smaller or greater intervals till May 1668, seem to 
have caused little damage. 

A more serious affliction, however, was threatened 
b}" a failure of the crops of maize and cacao in the 
year 1673, producing a famine which caused great 
hardsliip to the natives.^^ The viceroy in unison with 
the cit}^ council strove to alleviate the evil, introduc-
ing into JMexico grain from other parts. While thus 
engaged he learned that his successor, the duke of 
Veraguas, had arrived; and in consequence laid down 
thc govermnent on the 9th of November 1673. A 
few days later he left the city for Otumba, where he 
had an interview with the new ruler. He also gave 
him, by order of the king, a full report upon the con-
dition of the country, together with suggestions for 
its government.*'^ 

About the beginning of April 1674 the marquis set 

*8It was on a reef called ' Bajo de la Lavandera,' according to Bustamante 
in .álc'jre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 439. Robles, Diarlo, i. 12, gives the name of 
the vessel as ' E l Buen Suceso,' differing from Alegre, lor. cit., who names it 
San Javier and relates in a long story, how a few planks of the ship, with the 
image of that saint, floated against tide and ^vind to the city, and remained 
at the doors of the Jesuit college till they were recovered by two pious 
fathers. Since that time the image has been highly venerated, and is said to 
have miraculously maintained the original freshness of its colors. 

*^The Indian population increased under the rale of Mancera, as was 
ascertained by a census taken by his order, to vindicate the charge alleged 
against the Spanish government of fostering the systematic extermination of 
the natives. M'nicera, in Instrucc Vireyes, 266. 

*' The fuU text of these instractions, dated October 22, 1673, may be found 
'mln8tru.cc. Vireyes, 257-301. In this document Mancera gives a minute de-
scription of the condition of the country, of important events which occurred 
imder his rale, and of all noteworthy affairs. I t is of very interesting char-
acter, free from all ostentation; it reveals the superior administrative talent 
of the retiring viceroy, and contains much valuable information, and many 
Buggestions to guide his successor. 

m 
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out from Mexico,*^ but on reaching Tepeaca his wife 
fell sick and died. H e r funeral was held on the 28th 
of April in the cathedral of Mexico by the archbishop, 
and Mancera sailed from Vera Cruz the 3d of July , 
H i s rule had lasted more than nine years and had 
materially changed for the better the aspect of affairs 
in New Spain. 

Almost two hundred years had now elapsed since 
the discovery of the New World, when the services 
of the great navigator were again acknowledged by 
exalting one of his descendants to the viceroyalty of 
New Spain. Pedro Nuno Colon de Portugal , duque 
de Veraguas y de la Vega, marqués de Jamaica, a 
grandee of Spain of the first class, and knight of the 
golden fleece, was appointed as the twenty-sixth 
representative of the sovereign of Castile and Leon.*^ 
On the 26th of September 1673 he arrived at Vera 
Cruz, and on the 8th of December made his official 
entry into Mexico, taking possession of the govern-
ment. H e was well advanced in years, and in a few 
days died, tha t is to say on the 13th, and so suddenly 
tha t not even the last sacraments could be adminis-
tered, His death brought much grief, for he was 
said to be kind and benevolent, and the steps taken 
by him to alleviate the condition of the natives 
seemed to justify the opinion. The obsequies were 
held with the pomp becoming his iUustrious rank, and 
three years later the remains were taken to the family 
vault.''^ 

^'His residencia faad been begun November 20, 1673, by the oidor Juau 
de Gárate y FrancU, but nothing about its result is known. 

*' Alaman, Disert., i. Ist app. 12, iii. app. 36, makes some contradictory 
statements upon the question whether he was at that time a duke of Vera-
guas and grandee of the first class. See also Hist. Cent. Am., i. 274, this 
series. Guijo, Diario, 519, speaks of the appointment in 1GG3, of a duke of 
Veraguas as successor of Viceroy Banos. 

^" By the fleet which sailed from Vera Craz June 29, 1676. Rohles, Diario, 
i. 218. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 52, supposes the remains were taken to Santo 
Domingo. Robles intimates that they were sent to Spain, which version has 
been adapted by Rivera, Gobernantes, i. 240, and Zamacois, Hist. M'J., v. 
422. 

• mm. 



I « « « j = • t e " • •• - •-- -^' 

182 F IVE MORE VICEROYS. 

The appointment of the duke of Veraguas as vice-
roy of New Spain had been made more with a view 
of distinguishing that personage than froin political 
reasons. Foreseeing that in all probability his rule 
would be only of short duration, the queen regent 
sent by the same fleet which carried him a sealed 
letter to the inquisition with instructions for its de-
livery to the audiencia as soon as his decease should 
occur. In compliance with this order the document 
was presented on the 13th of December 1673, and it 
was learned that Fray Payo Enriquez de Bivera was 
appointed successor.^^ 

The new ruler was a native of SeviIIe, and the son of 
the duke of Alcalá, viceroy of Naples.^^ In 1628 he 
professcd in the Augustinian order, and having studied 
in Salamanca, and obtained the degrees of master of 
philosophy and theology, held subsequently several 
impoitant offices in Spain till 1657, when he was pre-
sented to the see of Guatemala,^^ and thence in 1667 
promoted to that of Michoacan. But before reach-
ing his new diocese he learned of his appointment 
to the archbishopric of Mexico,^* where he arrived 
toward the end of June 1668,̂ ^ the see having been 
vacant since the death of his predecessor, Marcos 
Ramirez de Prado,^^ The latter having been pre-
viously bishop of Michoacan for nearly twenty-six 

^̂  Doubts having arísen whether he was also vested with the presidency 
of the audiencia, a cédula from Spain, which arrived in February 1675, set-
tled the queêtion by appointing him president. Robles, Diario, i. 177. 

^̂  His uame is differently given by the various authorities. Lorenzana, 
in Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 291, calls him Fray Payo de Rivera. In Rivcra, 
Gohernantes, i. 241, the name has been re\'ersed to Payo de Rivera Enriquez. 
The sanie author, foUowing apparently a version of the Dicc Univ., iii. 207, 
says lie was a natural soii. 

^^ See JJist. Ceid. Am., iL 667-8, this series, for his career as bishop of that 
diocese. 

^^Sosa, I'Jpiscop. Mex., 142, makes him bishop of Chiapas and bishop 
elect of Michoacan at the time of his promotion to the see of Mexico. Zama-
cois, Hist. MéJ., V. 422, says Rivera was then in Michoacan. 

8̂  The appointments being always made optional, his pall did not arrive 
till October, IG70. Two months later, on the 8th of December, he was for-
mally installed as archbishop. 

8* He was a Franciscan and a native of Spain, but being of an advanced 
age, succumbed to the cliange of cUmate, wheu he proceeded from Michoacan 
to Mexico. His piety seems to have been equalled by his charity, and great 

L-. 
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years, had been appointed archbishop in November 
1666, but died in May of the following year. 

A general feeling of satisfaction prevailed when the 
appointment of Bivera as viceroy becaine known, for 
the fame he had acquired in Guatemala, and during 
his pastoral labors in the capital, had justly won for 
him the good opinion of the people. I t had been 
throuofh his influence that the Bethlehemites, estab-
lished in Guatemala since 1653,̂ ^ and the first relig-
ious order created in America, were induced to extend 
their labors to Mexico. The congregation of San 
Francisco Javier, which had not been recognized by 
the king, were persuaded by tlie archbishop to cede 
their house to the new-comers. The latter to the 
number of four, Francisco de la Misericordia, Gabriel 
de Santa Cruz, Juan Gilbé, and Francisco del Bosario, 
the superior,^^ took possession of the building, and 
being aided by the viceroy, and the count of Santiago, 
were enabled ere long to open a hospital for conva-
lescents, and subsequently also a church, the former 
on the 31st of May 1675, and the latter on March 25, 
1677,^" and gradually their labors extended more and 
more, the example given by the viceroy Bivera, in 
defraying the expenses of the hospital for every first 
day of the month, having been foUowed by other 
donations from prominent citizens. Later, howevcr,. 

eulogy is bestowed on him for his untiring zeal during an epidemic, which in 
1643 swept away a great part of the population of Michoacan. Gonzalez Dá-
vila, Teatro, i. 130-4; Romero, isiSoc Jllex. Geog., Boletin, l a ép. viii. 543-4:. 
Before and after the succession of Ramirez to the archbishopric, noisy dis-
turbances had occurred between the niembers of the chapters, two parties 
having sprung up, both of which claimed a right to the most important offices. 
The dissensions lasted from 1065 to 1667 and excited considerable scandal in 
the city. Rohles, Diario, i. 7-10, 39-47. 

^' See Hist. Cent. Am., ii. G6G-7, this series, for the establishment of t he 
order in Guatemala. 

^^García, Hist. Beth., ii. 110, gives the first name, probably by misprint, 
as Francisco de la Miseria; Vetancurt speaks only of three brothers, mention-
ing one as Francisco de San Miguel, in which he is followed by Cabrera. £"«-
ctido de Armas, 429; Trat. Mex., 37. Orozco y Berra, Mem. Ciud. Mex., 133, 
says two brothers began the foundation at Mexico. 

^'Rohles, Diario, i. 189, 232; Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex., 37; Cavo, TresSiglos, 
iL 55; Medina, Chrtín. S. Diego, 12. Orozco y Berra, il/eTO. Ciud. Mex., 133, 
differs, assigning the dates as May 29, 1675, and Febraary 12, 1677, respec-
tively. 
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hospitals for sick persons in general, and primary 
schools for children, were founded, together with 
houses where food and shelter were provided for 
travellers and strangers. The members lived accord-
ing to monastic rules after the Augustinian rites, but 
were subject to secular jurisdiction.^" Their four vows 
of poverty, chastity, obedience, and hospitality were 
binding only while they remained in the brotherhood, 
but after a membership of three years they were al-
lowed to bind themselves for life by an additional 
vow. 

On his departure from New Spain in 1680 the vice-
roy further showed his regard for the order by making 
a donation of a thousand pesos and presenting them 
with all his carriages,^^ Bivera proved himself no less 
capable as a military leader than as a prelate, and in-
deed it was necessary that at this epoch, when the 
coasts of New Spain were continually infested with 
corsairs, the one at the head of affairs should possess 
the qualities of a soldier, Meetings were convoked, 
and measures adopted to prepare against threatened 
depredations, A council was held in February 1675 
to discuss the means of raising a force of nine hundred 
men, asked for by the governor of Campeche. Soon 
afterward news reached the capital from Habana that 
a hostile force of about fifteen hundred men was pre-
paring to land between old and new Vera Cruz, and 
immediately steps were taken to place that port in a 
state of defence, Ammunition was sent there, com-
panies of cavalry were raised, and guns placed at the 

88The bull of Pope Clement X., issued in 1674, placed the order under the 
jurisdiction of the bishop, Mc'Hna, Chrôn. S. Diego, 12, but the royal céduU 
of February 29, 1676, permitting its estabUshment in Mexico, forbids 
the establishment of a convent, ' que no ha de ser ereccion Eclesiastica, 
sino sugeta é incorporada al Real Patrouato . . .apartando todo aqueUo, que 
puede tener color de Convento, 6 Casa Religiosa, 6 Eclesiastica,' expressly 
placing i t under secular jurisdiction. Montemayor, Svmarios, I I . For the 
rales of the order see García, JJi.^t. Beth., ii. 174-97. 

8̂  A detailed account of the Bethlehemite order wiU be found in García, 
Hist. Beth., ii. 100 et seq. Vetancurt, TraL Mex., 37-9, gives also many 
particuUrs, as the founder, Pedro de San José Vetancur, was a near reUtive 
to him. 
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openings of the streets, The inhabitants, however, 
began to leave the town, taking with them their valu-
ables.*^ Fortunately the alarm proved to be false, for 
on the 19th of June 1675 letters from Habana were 
received stating that no enemy had appeared as yet, 
and the panic subsided. A t about the same time ru-
mors spread of other projected invasions on the South 
Sea coast, and preparations had also to be made in that 
direction. A t greater or less intervals similar news 
was received during the foUowing years,*' 

In 1678 the pirates operated successfully against 
Campeche, and during the same year exaggerated re-
ports announced the presence of eleven sail in sight 
of Vera Cruz. A meeting was hastily summoned, the 
treasure ready for remittance to Spain was sent to 
Jalapa, and the despatch of the fleet delayed. I t was 
soon learnt that the hostile force consisted of but one 
vesscl, which, defying the Spaniards, had been so 
daring as to enter the port of Vera Cruz and recon-
noitre. This feat was afterward repeated by another 
ship, but as the garrison had been reénforced by the 
viceroy no attack was made. 

Much difficulty was found in raising the required 
force for the Philippine Islands. j\Iaiiy of the sol-
diers dreading the climate would desert before reach-
ing Acapulco, and new schemes had to be devised to 
obtain recruits, Thus in 1677 all criminals wiUing to 
enlist were pardoned, and one hundred and twenty-five 
pesos a year given them as pay. StiU, only a small 
number could be induced to accept this offer. 

While Bivera was actively engaged in discharging 

8*So says the contemporary author, Robles, Diario, i. 191. StiU Zama-
cois speaks of the extreme valor of the inhabitants, who 'graaping their 
Bwords anxiously awaited the moment to cross them with those of their ene-
mies.' Hist. Méj., v. 424. 

88 In AprU 1G7G it was said that preparations were made at Jamaica to 
capture the treasure fleet. Some months later rumors spread that Pánuco had 
been taken by the enemy. Robles, Diario, i. 216-19. The foUowing year 
several vesseU craised in the neighborhood of Alvarado but escaped the pur-
suit of an armament sent against them. Id., 237-8, 242-3. Panes, Vireyes, 
MS., 104, speaks of serious losses caused to the English by the gaUant resist-
ance of the inhabitants of Alvarado. 

• m^ 
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the more urgent duties of his position, he by no means 
neglected internal affairs. The pavements of the city 
were repaired, improvements were made in the vice-
regal palace, and the drainage labors were concluded 
in l675 . I n l 6 7 6 i t had also been decreed that gold 
be coined in Mexico, but it was not till 1679 that 
the first pieces were stamped. On that occasion the 
viceroy and the audiencia repaired to the mint, to 
witness the first coinage. Bivera's pastoral labors, 
however, did not suffer from the multitude of worldly 
affairs which claimed his attention, as was proved 
by the numerous consecrations of bishops, churches, 
altars, and temples, held by him. There was no 
great religious festival at which he failed to attend, 
and occasionally he would ascend the pulpit and 
preach. During the thirteen years that he wore the 
mitre, he visited twice all the different parts of his 
diocese."* 

On several occasions the archbishop-viceroy had 
requested of the crown and the holy see that he 
might be removed from office, but both were unwilling 
to dispense with the services of so faithful a servant.^ 
A t last the king granted his petition, on account of 
his impaired health, but desirous of retaining him 
in his service, offered him the bishopric of Cuenca, 
and the presidency of the India Council. In Sep-
tember 1680 the new viceroy arrived at Vera Cruz, 
and in the foUowing month Bivera formally deliv-
ered over the government. He remained, however, 
in Mexico, where his residencia was being taken 
by the oidor Frutos Delgado. On the 27th of Feb-
ruary 1681,̂ ® the latter published the sentence, ao,-

•* For detaiU see Vdancvrt, Trat. Mex., 25-6; Robles, Diario, L 116-324, 
passim; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 144-5. The Utter autfaoríty asserts that Rivera 
forbade, in 1670, aU pubUc processions on account of tfae disorders and excesses 
to wfaicfa tfaey gave rise. 

^ Repeatedly since 1675 ramors had reached Mexico of the appointment, 
aad sometimes even of the arrival at Vera Cruz, of a uew viceroy, but tfaey 
faad always proved unfounded, and in every instance tfae people rejoiced that 
tfaU was the case. Robíes, Diario, i. 197-201, 216-17, 222-3, 23ft-7, 260,270-1. 

'' Robles, Diario, L 318. Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 149, witfaout assigning an 
autbority, says the 3d of May 1681. 
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quitting the ex-viceroy of all the charges preferred 
against him,̂ ^ 

Four months later, on the 29th of June, he took 
leave of his flock in the cathedral,and the following day 
left Mexico. The viceroy, at whose right side he was 
seated, the audiencia, and the tribunals accompanied 
him to Guadalupe; the ringing of the bells gave no-
tice to the entire population of the departure of their 
beloved prelate, and fervent prayers were offered in 
all the churches for his safe return to Spain.^ 

On reaching Puerto Real in Spain, he resigned the 
two high positions to which the king had recently 
promoted him, and retired to the convent of Santa 
María del Risco. StiII leading a pious, humble life, 
he received while there further marks of favor from a 
grateful sovereign. The king granted him a yearly 
rental of four thousand ducats, to be defrayed b}' the 
royal treasury of Mexico, and the pope gave him the 
privilege of entering any church of Spain dressed in 
the archiepiscopal garb, On the 8th of April 1684 
he breathed his last,^'' and when the news of his de-
cease reached Mexico, imposing funeral services were 
held in several of the churches to honor the memory 
of one whose name was deeply graven on the hearts 
of the people.^" 

8' This decision was f ormally ratified by the India Council on the 23d of 
December of the same year. The same body recommeuded Rivera as worthy 
of the king's further protection. ' Declarô assimismo ser digno, y merecedor 
de que su Magestad empleasse su persona. . . en aquellos y otros mayores 
puestos, condignos á su ajustado obrar.' The tenor of the sentence is given in 
Rihara, Sentencia, 1-4. 

88'Limes 30, dU triste para Méjico, se fué el Illmo y Exmo senor maes-
tro D. Fr. Payo Enriquez de Rivera,' says Robles, Diario, i. 324. C. M. 
Bustamante in the Diario Curíoso of Rivera, 18, makes the blunder of stating 

*that Rivera raled 17 years as viceroy, from 1663 till 1680. 
8" Lorenzana, Ln Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 222, 291-2, says in one place 

1684, in another 1685; the Utter date has erroneously beenadopted by Juar-
ros, Guat., 284. 

'" For f uUer and additional references to authorities bearing on the pre-
ceding chapters see Torquemada, iu. 596-7; Alegre, Hist. Comp. deJesus., i. 
43-65, 201-3; u. 64, passim; ui. 6-108, 165-72, 224-6, 251-2, 299; Cortés, 
HisL N. Esp., 22-6; Pinelo, Rdacion, 4; Calle, Mem. y NoL, 46, 54-8, 66, 73, 
81-7, 122; Seriano, Prtílogo, MS., 7-9; ViUa-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro Mex., 
i. 17-18; Robles, Vida del Arzbpo. Cuevas, 148, passim; Gonzalez DávUa, Tea-
tro Ecles., i. 65 et seq.; ii. 34, 91-2; Ribas, Hist. Trivmphos, 735-44, Arrici-
vita, Crtín. Seráfica, 158-206, 517-18; Carriedo, Estudios Hist., 115; Concilios, 
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Prov., 1555 y 1565 (ed. Mex. 1769), 218, passim; Florencîa, Hist. Prov. Comp. 
de Jesus, 174-6, 232; Medina, Crtín. S. Diego, 12, 27, 162-6, 240-1, 251-5; 
Vireyes de Mex., MS., 1-3; VetancvrL TraL Mex., 14-16, 25-6, 35-8, 52-3; 
Cogollvdo, Hist. Yiicathan, 215, paSsim; ViUagvtierre, Hist. Conq. Ttza, 165-7, 
190-2, 437-46; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., L 7-11, 38, 182; u. 198-221; iv, 
2-8; vii. 7, 62-3; Col. Doc Incd., xxi. 440, 466, 471; Espinosa, Chron. Apost., 
260-86; Palafox y Mcndoza, Carta al Papa, 16^7, 1-38; Id., Carta del Ven-
erab., 47-401; Id., Ohras, xi .-xuL, passim; Id., Venerab. Senor, passim; Id., 
Vie du Venerah., passim; Reales Cédulas, MS., 148-9; Doc Hist. Mex., séríe 
i. tom. L, passim; Id., série i. tom. iL, passim; Id., série ii. tom. vi. 5-29; 
Papeles de Jesuitas, MS., 1-17; Dávila FadiUa, Hist. Fvnd. Mex., 1-14, 29, 
45-62; Disturbios de Frailes, MS., 129-43; Morelli, Fasti Novi Orhis, 355, 
440-1, 457-8, 479; Recop. de Ind., i. 212, 339; ii. 178; Figueroa, Vindicias, 
MS., 56, 70; Montemayor, Svmarios, 10-11, 91; Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., i. 2; 
u. 13-14; V. 1-34; Ancona, Hist. Yuc, u. 2.39-326; CastiUo, Dicc HisL, 18, 
passim; Soc Mex. Geog., BoL, viii. 543-4; Irl., 2da ép., iv. 1G6-7; Monu-
mentos Domin. Esp., MS., 15, passim; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii., passim; Rohles, 
Diario, iL, passim; Correal, Voyage (ed. Paris), i. 46-64; Jd. (ed. Amster-
dam), i. 52-73; Juarros, Compendio, 282-3; Id., Guat., i. 284; Liceo Mcx., 
ii. 171-3, 186-7, 201-7, 222-3, 254-7, 283-357; Guijo, Diario, ii., passim; 
Laet, Am. Descript., 271-6; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 71-141; Zamacois, fíist. 
Méj., iv. 169, 553; v. 328-432; Alaman, DiserL, iu. 28-38, 184-5; Mayer's 
Mex. Aztcc, i. 198-213; Touron, fíisL Gen., vu. 309-86; viu. 1-188; Lacunza, 
Discursos HisL, no. xxxiv. 492; xxxv. 501-3; Bustamante, Efemérides, L, 
passim; Id., Defensa, 27; Granados, Tardes Am., 341-2, 386-95; Sammlung, 
AUer Reisehech, xiii. 500-7; Museo, Mex., i. 49-133; iii. 230-3; Wilson's Mex. 
and its Religion, 296; Vidál, Vida de Amana, passim; Registro Yucateco, L 
265-305, 354-G, 389-91, 449-56; u. 73-6, 116-17, 121-31, 143-5, 329-43; 
Gallo, Homhres IlusL, ii. 353-72; Fancourt's Hist. Yuc, 223-7; Prior's AU 
the Voys., 57; MiiUer, Reisen en Mex,, iii. 192; Robertson's Hist. Am., u. 
908-9; Velasquez, Carta, 1-31; Oviedo, Vida, passim; Dicc Univ., i. 293, 
304, passim; ii. 97, 252, 304, 352, 559-60; iiL 206 et seq.; iv. 171-2, 776, 
790; V. 143, 183, 225; viu. 99, 129-34, 138-9, 149, 237-40, 333-4, 511-12, 
571-2, 007; ix. 143, passim; x. 368 et seq.; Barbachano, Mem. Camp., 10-12; 
Alvarez, Estudios fíisL, iiL 221-63; Dampier's Voy., ii. pt. ii. 9-39, 41-129; 
Stephens' Yuc, u. 194-5; Arroniz, Biog. Mex., 136-8, 195-7; Id., fíist. y 
Cron., 88, 110; Darien, Defence, 11-13; Id., Vindication, 149-60; Zcrecero, 
Rev. Mex., 528; Navarrete, Relac Peregrino, ii. 30-1; iii. 27-33; Id., Trct-
tad. H'íst., 295-6; La Cruz, vii. 637; Pap. Var., clxix., passim; clxxi. 27 et 
Bcq.; Domenech, H'ist. Mex., i. 276; Rivera, Gohernantes de Mex., i. 127-251; 
Diario Mex., vu. 7; Nuevo Mex., Doc HisL, MS., 1199-1200; Rivera, fíist. 
Jalapa, i. 8 ^ 9 7 ; Ribera, Sentencia, passim; Lazcano, VidadelP. Oviedo, 17 
et seq. 



CHAPTEE, X. 

THE SACK OF VERA CRUZ, AND OTHER PIRATICAL RAIDS. 

1680—1686. 

THB CORSAIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA AND N E W SPAIN—LAGUNA APPOINTED 

VICEROY—VAN HORN THE SEA R O V E R — T H E PIRATES RESOLVE TO A T -

TACK VERA C R U Z — T H E CORSAIR LORENCILLO—A CLEVER STRATAGEM— 

VERA CEOZ SUEPRISED BY BUCCANEEES—THE INHABITANTS IMPRISONED 

IN THE CHURCHES—AND K E P T FOR T H R E E DAYS WITHOUT FOOD OB 

W A T E R — T H E CAPTIVES TAKEN TO THE ISLAND OP SACRIFICIOS—DE-

PARTURE OF THE CoRSAIRS—DlVISION OF THE BOOTT—NEWS O F T H B 

R A I D RECEIVED IN ^MEXICO—FURTHEE OPERATIONS OF THE FREEBOOTERS 

— D A M P I E R AND OTHERS IN THE SOUTH S E A — E N D OF LAOUNA'S ADMIN-

ISTRATION. 

BETWEEN the years 1680 and 1687, it will be re-
membered, the principal towns of Central America 
that lay near the shores of the South Sea were con-
tinually infested by pirates, The settlements on the 
North Sea had been so frequently sacked that few of 
them contained sufficient wealth to tempt the free-
booters, with the exception of Cartagena, which was 
too strongly fortified to fall an easy prey, Neverthe-
less they were not exempt from attack, In August 
1682 four French vessels entered the harbor of Porto-
bello and rescued a number of their countrymen who 
were detained there as prisoners, From a negro slave 
on board the squadron the governor ascertained that 
fifteen French vessels had arrived at Martinique with 
three thousand persons on board, the purpose of the 
expedition being the colonization of Darien, In 
Nicaragua news was received that two thousand fili-
busters were assembled at the same point, intending 
to make a raid on Panamá, Vera Cruz and other 

# (189) 
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parts of New Spain were also threatened, and the 
marqués de Laguna,^ who took office in November 
1680, at once made preparations for defence; the 
militia were called out; the principal harbors were 
strongly fortified and garrisoned, and the armada de 
Barlovento was refitted and ordered to cruise off the 
coast of Tierra Firme, 

But at this peiiod corsairs ceased not to harass the 
Spaniards on land and sea, During the absence of the 
settlers the}^ made sudden raids on the coast, sacked 
the towns, and carried off the cattle, thus causing many 
thriving colonies to be abandoned. Hovering on the 
sliores of New Spain, they lay concealed in their light 
swift craft behind some point or reef, whence on the 
appearance of a treasure ship they darted like hawks 
on their prey. Laying their vessels athwart the 
Spaniard's bow they raked her deck with musketry, 
then puUed alongside, and dagger in hand swarmed 
ovcr the bulwarks. Rarely did they fail to secure 
their prize, and often the Spaniards made no defense; 
the pirates finding them on their knees in suppli-
cation to the virgin and the saints, who sadly failed 
them in their emergencies, 

In consequence of these depredations the viceroy 
gave orders that no ship should leave Vera Cruz 
without orders. This measure remedied the evil to 
some extent; but still the corsairs lurked atnong the 
numberless islands and reefs of the Baharaa Channel, 
through which vessels must pass on their way to 
Spain, and many a richly laden craft fell a prize to 
them before those on board were aware that an enemy 
was within sight. On one occasion while the vice-
admiral of the treasure fleet was at dinner in his 

' Don Tomás Antonio de U Cerda, conde de Paredes, marqués de la La-
guna, de la orden de Alcantara, del Consejo de su Magestad, Camara, y junta 
de Guerra de Indias. Ordenes de la Corona, M.S., iv. 47. He took office on 
Xoveuiber 30, 1680. Vetani-vrt, Trat. Mex., 16. In Rivera, Goh., 252, he is 
called Antonio de la Cerda y Aragon. According to this authority he was a 
man of illustrious family, the members of which had always been employed 
in civil and miUtary afl^irs. He was accompanied by his wife, the Do a 
María Louisa Manrique de Lara y Gonzaga. 
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cabin, his ship was boarded by a boat's crew of twenty-
eight men in charge of a Frenchman named Pierre, a 
native of Dieppe, So sudden and daring was the 
attack that the vice-admiral and a number of officials 
who sat at table w ith him found themselves prisoners 
before they had time to gain the deck, The cap-
tives were put on shore at Cape Tiburon, and a few 
weeks later Pierre entered the port of Dieppe with 
his prize, which contained a rich freight of treasure 
and merchandise, This adventurer is dignified in 
buccaneer history by the title of le Grand. 

In 1682 Tampico was sacked by corsairs and thirty 
prisoners taken. During the same year a sea rover 
named Nicholas Van Horn captured two vessels off the 
coast of Honduras. Van Horn is described as a man 
of swarthy complexion and short stature, a thorough 
seaman and a capable and far-sighted commander. He 
began life as a common sailor, and remained in that 
position until he had saved money enough to purchase 
a small craft of his owm, CoUecting a crew of twenty-
five or thirty men, he began his career as a pirate by 
capturing several Dutch vessels, which he sold, and 
with the proceeds sailed for Ostend and there pur-
chased a ship of war, His further operations were 
successful, and in a few years he was in command of 
a small fleet, with which he swept the seas, taking 
many prizes, and requiring all but French vessels to 
lower their flag as they passed him, Finally he gave 
offence to the monarch of France, and a captain 
named D'Estrées, being ordered to arrest him, put to 
sea in a well armed frigate for that purpose. When 
the captain's vessel fell in with Van Horn, the latter, 
finding himself outsailed, and not wishing to fight, 
for he was aware that D'Estrées was acting under 
orders from the crown, boarded his ship in a small 
boat, and demanded his intention in thus pursuing 
him. " To conduct you to France," replied the cap-
tain. " But why?" exclaimed the pirate; ' ' I have 
given no cause of offence to his Majesty, and have 
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made war only upon his enemies," "My instruc-
tions are explicit," rejoined D'Estrées, and after some 
further parley ordered the anchor to be weighed. 
"What are you about?" cried the corsair angrily, and 
looking the captain straight in the eye. ^'Think you 
my men will not fight when they see me thus carried 
off before their eyes? You will find that my lieuten-
ant is prompt to act, and that my crew fear neither 
danger nordeath." The captain sawthat his prisoner 
meant what he said, and as he had no orders to risk 
his vessel in an encounter with the corsair, he allowed 
him to depart. 

Van Horn had the reputation of being the bravest 
of all the sea-rovers, and his crew was composed of 
men after his own heart. During the hottest fight 
he would closely observe their actions, and if any 
showed signs of fear, such as stooping to avoid the 
enemy's missiles, he would shoot them dead on the 
spot. But while he thus punished cowards, he re-

' warded without stint those who distinguished them-
selves in action, for he had amassed enormous wealth, 

' and like others of his craft was lavish with his means. 
' ' Soon after joining the buccaneer fraternity he ob-

tained a commission from one of the French gov-
ernors, of whom there were now many in the West 
Indies, and proceeded to the island of Boatan, where 
he was joined by captains Laurent de Gaff, Michel 
Grammont, and others, who were there lying in wait 
for Spanish vessels. He now proposed an expedition 
against Vera Cruz, which was then the storing-place 
for the treasure and merchandise which passed be-
tween New and Old Spain. The city was protected 
by the island fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, which 
at that time was supposed to be impregnable, The 
fortress was mounted with sixty guns which com-
manded the town, and swept the approach by sea, 
and at the north-east and south-west corners of the 

, city were two other forts with twenty guns, A few 
companies of veterans were stationed on the island; 
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in the city itself was a garrison of trained soldiers, and 
several thousand men could be concentrated within 
twenty-four hours from the interior. Tiie enterprise 
was a bold one, and b}' many deemed too hazardous; 
but the filibusters were now assembled in force, mus-
tering probably about a thousand strong,- and their 
leaders were men fertile of resource. 

M.\p OF VERA CRUZ, 

* ' Ce fut en I'année 1683, aprés avoir fait une re-vue générale de la 
flotte, qui se trouva montée de deux cens Flibustiers, tous gens d'élite,' Es-
quemelin, JHst. Flib., i. 269. Probably the 200 included oiily the French con-
tingent. They numbered over 1,000. Rivera, Cov. Me.r., i. 255. 800 men, 
Cav". ii. 63-4. The expedition consisted of 960 men, a motley gatherin-, 
including French, English, Spar.iards, mulattoes, and Indians. Mosaico, i. 
407. 8,000 men, Rohles, Diario. i 370; Zamacois, v. 438. The last estimate 
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Laurent , or as he is more frcquently known by the 
chroniclers LorenciIIo, by which name we shall hence-
forth eall him, was appointed commander of the fleet, 
while A^an Horn was in charge of tlie land forces. 
The former is described as a tall, well proportioned, 
and handsome man; light-haired and comely of aspect, 
a generous ruffian withal, though of course alwa^^s 
aVLcníprofusus, and one very popular among his coni-
radcs. H e was in fact a model corsair, I t is not 
recorded tha t he was ever guilty of quite such dia-
bolic atrocities as were laid to the charge of Morgan 
or L'Oloimois, but if we can believe the Spanish rec-
ords of this period, his deeds were sufficiently diabol-
ical to be interesting, I t is there stated tha t while 
still a youth he was punished by an alcalde of Tabasco 
for some offence. Vowing vengeance he disappeared, 
and not long afterward returned with a gang of male-
factors who sacked and burned the towii and outraged 
the women. B u t the account given by Esquemelin, 
one of his fraternity,^ and probably the more truthful 
vcrsion is that , being captured by pirates Mdiile serv-
ing on board a Spanish vessel, he consented to join 
the buccaneers. This writer describes the cbaracter 
of his favorite hero in glowing colors, giving him 
credit for all the qualities of a true gentleman, and 
remarking with amusing naíveté tha t his only fault 
was his impatience and a habit of swearing a little too 
frequently.* 

Toward sunse ton the l7 thofMay,^ 1683, twolarge 
ships flying Spanish colors were seen to the leeward of 
Vera Cruz, crowding all sail to make the port, for a 

is of course absurd. Robles himself gives them only 15 vessels, while in 
the Mosaico are mentioned 11 ships and nine piraguas, one of the former 
being mountedwith 50 guns, according to the author of Wcst Ind'ies, Geog. aml 
IJist., 146, the other ships having in all 124 guns. This chronicler places the 
land forces at 1,200. 

^Jl'ist. Flih., L 276etseq . 
*/cZ., i. 270. 
^The 9th of May in Sharp's Voyages, 116. The 17th is the date given 

in Villarrcjel. Invasion \'cra Cruz; Lcr<lo de Tejada, Apunt. Ilist., 273. Al-
though the latter is somewhat contradictory as to dates in reUtiug the sack 
of Vera Cruz, he is probably right in this instance. 
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league or tvvo farther out at sea was a strong squadron 
apparently in pursuit. A t nightfall, the Spaniards 
on tlie island and mainland made fires to guide them 
into the harbor, for they were supposed to be two 
vessels laden with cacao tha t were now due from the 
coast of Caracas.^ The pursuing squadron had changed 
its course when the ships neared the fort,casting anchor 
a short distance from the city, and the townsfolk wcnt 
to vespers and to rest as usual, apprehending no dan^»-cr. 

About an hour after midnight a few musket sliots 
were heard, but the inhabitants, suppo-^ing a salute 
was being given to some prominent citizen, remained 
quietly in bed. The town was well garrisoned; the 
castle of San Juan de Ulúa was the strongest fort-
ress in the New World, and to add to the feeling of 
security, the great fleet was daily expected from Spain. 
Never, for years, had the citizens been more free irom 
alarm thaii when they awoke at sunrise and prepared 
to go about their daily avocations. The church bclls 
tolíed as usual for matins, and the people set forth to 
obey the summons, B u t no matins were said tliat 
morning in VeraCruz ; for those who first made their 
appearance in the streets found them guarded by par-
ties of armed men, and soon the dread news spread 
from house to house that pirates were in possession 
of the city, 

The buccaneers had obtained information from pris-
oners captured off the coast of the two ships laden 
with cacao that were hourly expected at Vera Cruz, 
and this information had suggested the stratagem 
already related. On board the vessels wdiich the 
Spaniards had supposed to be thus laden was the 
main body of the piratcs, captains Van Horn and Lor-
encillo in charge, Dur ing the night nearly eight hun-
dred men, armed to the teeth, had landed at a distance 
of less than a league from Vera Cruz, and guided by 
slaves had crept stealthily on the city, surprised the 

^Sharp's Vogages (London, 1684), 116; Burney's Hist. Bucc, 127. 
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forts, and made themselves masters of the place with 
the loss of only four men."̂  

LorenciIIo had recommended that a party be sent 
to surprise the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, and if 
his advice had been taken, the pirates might have re-
mained masters of Vera Cruz long enough to obtain 
an immense ransom. But this was deemed too hazard-
ous, and they resolved to plunder the town and make 
good their retreat as speedily as possible. The doors 
of the houses were battered in and the panic-stricken 
inhabitants dragged forth without regard to age, sex, 
or condition, into the public square, and soon after-
ward lodged in the principal churches, where, by nine 
o'clock in the morning, over six thousand persons were 
confined, most of them being placed in the parish 
church.® For three days and nights they were kept 
without food or drink, while the buccaneers plundered 
the city, and when at length water and a small dole 
of food were given to them, many died from drinking 

•iii 
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' Three of these were killed by their own comrades, who mistook them in 
the darkness for SpanUrds. Sharp's Voyages, 117. There is considerabU dis-
crepancy among the authoríties as to the particuUrs of the capture of Vera 
Cruz. In Sharp's Voy., it is stated that the buccaneers landed 774 men, who 
by break of day had made themselves masters of the town and forts on the 
mainUnd, and that after stationing guards at the streets ' they sent parties to 
break open the houses, whei'e they found everybody as quiet as in their graves.' 
ViIUrroel's version U that on the 18th of May the pirates landed 600 men, 
who reached the city at 4 o'clock in the morning and charged through the 
streets firing their muskets and crying ' Long live the king of France ! ' The 
garríson, he says, rashed to arms, but were shot down or captured as soon as 
they appeared, while all the citUens who attempted to leave their houses met 
with a similar fate. ViUarrod, Invasion Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. 
Hist., 274-5, 285, Esquemeliu, Hist. FUb., i. 271, states that the inhabitants 
remained quietly in their beds, ' jusqu'å ce que l'heure de se lever fût venue; 
mais alors ils furent bien surprís d'apprendre que les Flibustiers étoient maî-
tres de leur ville.' Esquemelin's account seems to be the more probable on 
this point, for the pirates, ha-ving possession of the forts which commauded 
the city, had nothing to gain by rousing up the inhabitants by night, and thus 
giving them a chauce to escape during the darkness. The stratagem by which 
the buccaneers contríved to make their Unding undiscovered is reUted in 
Burney's Hist. Bucc, 127, and is apparently taken from Esquemelin, and the 
author of Sharp's Voyages, though neither mention that the buccaneer íleet 
appeare 1 in chase of the two vessels. Such a ruse was, however, very likely 
to have been adopted. 

^ Villarroel, IntxiMÍon Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. Hist., 274-5. 
In Sharp's Voy., 118, the number is given at 5,700, all of whom were confined 
in the parísh church; but it is not probable that the building would contaiu 
Bo mauy. 
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iniinoderatcly. ]^>íeanwhile the ruffians who kept 
giiîiid ovcr them mocked at the wailings of the womcn 
who l)t'ngcdof them in vain to save the lives of their 
little ones. The captivcs were told tha t they were all 
to be burned alivc, and barrels of powder ^vere placed 
in their sight at the doors of the church, ready to blow 
up the building in case tbey should at tempt resistance. 
K o t a woman cscaped outrage, and each day they were 
diiven off in bands, like cattle, to satisfy the ust of 
tlicir tormentors.® 

A quantity of plate was found in the churches, and 
the altars and sacred images were stripped of every 
article of value; but these were only a small portion 
of tlie spoils. Besides the property of the inhab-
itants, tlie pirates secured large amounts of specie, 
buUion, and merchandise which had arrived at Vera 
Cruz in transit for Spain. Among the plunder was 

Iflle much valuable jewelry and about three hundred bags 
ii,í of cochineal, each weighing from a hundred and fifty 

to two hundred pounds.^° The freebooters were not 
mii yet satisfied, however, and suspecting tha t some of 

tlie wealthier citizens Iiad secreted their treasure, put 
several to the torture,^^ again threatening to burn 
the parish church with its imnates unless all their 
valuables were delivered up. Thereupon, one of the 
priests ascended the pulpit and besought the captivcs 
to surrender their property in order to save their 
lives. Thus a further large amount was obtained, 
For the ransoin of the governor, who was found hid-
den under a pile of grass in a stable, the sum of 
seventy thousand pesos was paid. 

Troops of mounted Spaniards now appeared on the 
outskirts of the town, and occasionally made a da,sh 

® 'Las mugeres pasaron muchos travajos, porque su maldad no reservava 
blanca, ni prieta, ni doncella ni casada, que á fuerza de su vigor no las sacasen, 
Ilevandolas á forzarlas. Siendo este caso una de las cosas mas sensibles.' 
Villarr'.cl, Invasion V. Cruz, 275. 

"̂ Esquemelin estimates the value of the booty at 6,000,000 crowns, but 
this must be an exaggeration. fíi^t. Flih., i. 272. 

" .cVmong these was one Gaspar de Herrera, who was suspended by the 
privLite parts until he was nearly dcad. Mosaico, i. 401. 
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at the pirates, though they did not vcnture an organ-
ized attack. I t w âs observed, however, tha t their 
numbers constantly increased. Moreover the fleet 
from Spain was every moment expected, and the 
corsairs deemed it prudent to depart. The spoils 
wcre therefore removed to the island of Sacriticios 
where the fleet was stationed. All the negroes and 
mulattoes of both sexes, and some of the Spaniards, 
wcre taken from the churches to serve as pack ani-
mals. The latter were unused to such work, and be-
ing enfeebled by fasting could barely stagger under 
their burdens, but were urged on by the merciless 
blows of their captors, Not even yet were the pirates 
satisfied, About fifteen hundred prisoners, including 
the governor and the leading citizens, were conveyed 
to the island, and a ransom of a hundred and fifty 
thousand pesos demanded from the citizens of Vera 
Cruz, under threat tha t twelve of the principal Span-
iards, whom meanwhile they would hold as hostages, 
should be put to death in case of non-payment.^^ 

Haggard and gaunt with hunger after their four 
days' imprisonment in the stifling and fetid atmosphere 
of the crowded churches, the captives were in a piti-
ful condition; but further sufíering was in store for 
them. Before embarking for the island and on land-
ing they were closely searched and everything of the 
least value taken from them, even to the piece of straw 
matt ing which was tlieir only bed at night and their 
sheltcr from the sun by day. Their food was of tlie 
coarsest, and barely suffieicnt to sustain life. A supply 
of provisions sent to them from the city was appro-
priated by the pirates. They were constantly ex-
posed to insults and threats, and most of them expected 
(>nly death, or, as a worse alternative, a life of hopeless 
captivity. For ten days they remained on the island 
until the ransom was paid, about midday on the second 

" Rohlcs, Diario, in Doc. Ili.^t. Mcx., i. 371-3. According to this authority 
the ransom was demanded from thc viceroy. Zamacois places the amount at 
IGO.OOO pesos, v. 438-9. 
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Sunday after the capture of Vera Cruz. The Span-
iards who had beenheld as hostages were then released; 
the negroes and mulattoes, to the number of at least 
tliirteen hundred, and the most attractive of the female 
captives, were placed on board the fleet;^^ and the 
buccaneers prepared to set sail from the island. 

During the afternoon a double guard was placed 
over the remaining prisoners; the rude huts which 
they had erected of branches to screen them froin sun 
and dew were destroyed; and the piratcs, brandisliing 
their weapons, never ceased to menace them with 
death, in the hope of yet extorting a further ransom. 

m The threats were not executed, however, and at night 
all the corsairs withdrew, for the ships were now ready 
for sea. The followino^ mornino^ a boat's crew returned 

íii'ri to take on board another load of captives; but found 
Vâ tliat all had concealed themselves. The govcrnor and 
V,. two friars were discovered, and havinij: no time for 
"1 . • ^ 

;,,. further search the pirates carried them off to their 
vcsscls, tliough the latter were afterward released. 
They secured also a launch laden with provisions, 
which had been sent irom the city for the relief of 
the famishing prisoners. 

N o sooner had the ransom been paid than the fleet 
from Spain appeared in siglit.^^ The govcrnor of 
San Juan de Ulúa immediately despatchcd a boat 
to the admiral, proposing to make a combined attack 
on the corsairs, who now put to sea, not waiting evcn 
to take in water, or a supply of fresh meat whicli 
they had provided at the mouth of the jMedelIin 
Biver. Now once inore the Spaniards let slip their 
opportunity, for, like the Austr ians in the days of 
Bonaparte, they knew not the value of minutes. If 
a prompt and vigorous attack had been made on the 

i^VilIarroel states the corsairs took with them over 3,000 mulattoes, 
negroes, and boys. Invasion Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tcjada, A/xmf. fíist., 
283. Robles, that they carried away only 1,300 negroes. Diario, in Doc 
l i^f. Mex., i. 376. The latter is probably nearer the t ru th , for 3,000 captives 
in addition to all the plunder would have overcrowded the vessels. 

^*It consisted of 11 sail. Rohles, Diario, in Dor. Hist. Mcx., 374. 17 ves-
sels. Esijuemelin, JJist. Fiib., i. 274. 12 great ships. Sharp's Voya<jes, 118. 
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overladen ships of the buccaneers it would probably 
have been successful; but instead of instant action a 
council of officers was summoned, and while they 
were yet in deliberation, the pirates, crowding all sail, 
made good their escape,^^ 

Before leaving the island of Sacrificios a partition 
was made of the spoils, which were divided into 1,200 
shares; and it was found that each share amounted 
to 800 pesos, the total being valued at 960,000 pesos, 
Van Horn demanding for himself 80 shares or 64,000 
pesos, LorenciIIo appears to have been dissatisfied 
with his portion, for he quarrelled with the former 
concerning the dividend,^^ and the dispute ended in a 
duel in which Van Horn was wounded in the wrist. 
The commander of the buccaneers paid no attention 
to his hurt, for trifling wounds were not regarded 
among his fraternity; but this neglect cost him his 
life. His wrist grew worse; soon mortification set in; 
and when fifteen days out at sea, he was thrown over-
board, a corpse, off Cape Yucatan. The plunder on 
board his vessel, amounting to one hundred thousand 
pesos, was bequeathed to his son, a youth of twelve, 
and the command of his ship devolved on Grammont, 
his lieutenant. 

I 
ií'''í 

•''iii 

^^Rob es, Diarîo, in Doc. Hist. Mex., i. 373; Cavo, ii. 64. The French and 
English versions of the matter difíer materially from the above. Esquemelin 
says that the fleet arrived while the buccaneers were at Vera Craz, Hist. 
Fíib., i. 274; the author of Sharp's Voy., 119-20, that Van Hom proposed to 
attack it and oíFcred to board the admiral's ship, but that LorenciIIo refused 
to cooperate with him. I t is not likely that the buccaueers would think of 
thus riskiug their spoils, or would have ventured to remain on the coast in the 
presence of so strong a fleet, supported by the artillery and garríson of the 
fort. 

^^Sharp's Voyages, 119. Esquemelin attríbutes the quarrel to a report that 
Van Horn had said something oflFensive conceming LorenciIIo, whereupon the 
Utter went in searcb of his traducer, and though he denied the charge, drew 
his Bword, excUiming, 'VoUå ce qui va me venger de l'injure que tu m'as 
faite.' Van Hora also drew, and in the fight which ensued was wounded in 
the wríst. Hist. Flib., i. 291-2. Villarroel's version is that immedUtely after 
boasting before his prisoners that he believed in no God, and that his success 
was due to his own valor, he was met by Loreucillo, who reproved him for 
his harsh treatment of the captives. Hence the quarrel and the dueL Inva-
Hion Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. Hist., 281. Robles states that 
both were wounded, and that Lorencillo ofí"ered to restore the booty on certaiq 
conditions. Diario, inDoc fíist. Mex.,i. 373. The account given in jSAarp'j 
Voy. seema the moat probable. 
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Overcrowding and want of provisions caused sick-
ncss on board the buccaneer fleet, and numbers per-
ished. LorenciUo and his squadron were next seen off 
Jamaica. Grammont sailed for the island of Li t t le 
Guayove, where he arrived in safety, though with the 
loss of two thirds of his prisoners. A vessel which 
accompanied Iiim was chased by a Spanish armadiUa;^'^ 
and the crew were compelled to takc to their boats, 
securino: their treasure, but leavino: behind thein tlie 
slaves and merchandise. No further at tempt was 
made to pursue or punish the marauders. The Span-
iards contented themselves with offering up thanks to 
the Almighty for their deliverance, and an order was 
issued tha t in all churchcs, chapels, and convents 
founded by the crown, a solemn annual mass should 
be celebrated in gratitude "for the happy event of the 
flight of LorenciIIo." 

After the departure of the pirates those who re-
maiiied on tlie island of Sacrificios were at once trans-
ícrrcd to the city, which ^vas now guarded by a large 
force of cavalry. During the raid over three hundred 
of the inhabitants perished, and many of the survivors 
were reduced to beggary. The entire loss amounted 
to several millions of pesos. None of the buildings 
were destroyed, but all were more or less injured, and 
inost of them were found in a filthy condition. Sev-
eral montlis were required to purify tlie churches. 
The streets were choked with garbage, and the air 
was poisoned with the stencli of decomposed iDodies, 

For many years the naine of Lorencillo was re-
membered with terror by the people of New Spain, 
and even to this day it is not forgotten.^^ Such was 

"On June 17, 1683, it was reported from Goazacoalcos that the pirates 
demanded 60,000 pesos of ransom for their negro and mulatto captives. An 
armadiUo of 6 vessels with GOO men left Vera Craz for Goazacoalcos in the 
niiddle of July, in pursuit of the pirates; but was drived back by a storm 
and detained for about a week. About the 20th of Áugust the armament re-
turned with G prizes and 90 slaves taken from the eiiemy. Rnhlcs, J)iarÍQ, 
in Doc fíist. Mcx., i. 370, 380-3. The recapture of the slaves is confirmecí 
in Esquemelin, but it is nowhere mentioned except in Robles tliat the Span-
iards took more than one vcssel. 

**The name of LorenciUo afterward became a byword in Vera Cruz. 
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the dread which he inspired tha t life and property 
were no longer considered safe in Vera Cruz, and 
when foreign vessels appeared in sight the inhabi-
tants fled to the woods. I t was now ordered that 
the treasure destined for Spain should be detained at 
Jalapa until after the arrival of the fleet, and the 
arniada de Barlovento was ordered thenceforth to con-
voy the vessels as far as Habana. This force was 
reorganized, and its commander tried by court-martial 
and cashiered for neglect of duty, Don Andrés Ochoa 
y Zárate being appointed in his stead. 

The raid of Morgan and his gang on Panamá, in 
1671, had always been considered as the boldest ven-
ture of the buccaneers; but the sack of Vera Cruz 
was a yet more daring exploit. When Morgan was 
once in possession of Panamá it was impossible that 
any large body of Spanish troops could arrive in time 
to interfere wåth his operations, but at Vera Cruz the 
case was different. Apar t from the garrison of San 
Juan de Ulúa there were troops stationed at several 
points not more than thi r ty leagues distant. A 
courier was despatched to the city of Mexico within 
a few hours after the landing of the pirates, and ar-
rived iii three days,^^ reporting tha t they came in fif-
teen large ships and numbered eiglit thousand men. 
On the following day a hastily levied force of nearly 
two thousand horse and a few companies of foot set 
forth, soon to be followed by large reénforcements 
froin the capital, all Spaniards capable of bearing 
arms, between the ages of fîfteen and sixty, being eii-
roUed. The ecclesiastics assembled in the cathedral 
and resolved to join them in a body, B u t before any 
of tlicsc reenforccuients could arrive the buccaneers 
had abandoned the city, and ne\vs of their departure 
was received in JMcxico on the 5th of June.^'' 

When anything was irrecoverably lost it was customary to say that Loren-
cillo luul takcn it. Villnrrocl, Jnvasion VeraCruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. 
Jji.~t., 288-9. 

'^The distance is about 94 Spanish leagues. 
-•" TJic cliicf autliorities vvhich have been consulted in reUtion to the sack 
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On the 28th of July the viceroy arrived in Vera 
Cruz. His first measure was to cause the governor 
to be tried for cowardice, and sentence of death was 
pronounced; but an appeal being made, his life ^vas 
spared and he was ordered to proceed to Spain. The 
defences of the city were repaired and strengthened, 
and to ensure the earlier departure of the fleet it w as 
ordered that the aiinual fair be transferred from the 
capital to Vera Cruz, which was as yet the only port 
of entry in New Spain, and now for a few years becanie 
the distributing point for the merchandise of SeviUe. 

During the remainder of Laguna's administration, 
the raids of corsairs and privateers continued almost 
without intermission. On the 3d of August 1683 
news was received in the city of Mexico that war was 
declared between France and Spain, and in the follow-
ing year hostilities broke out with England, Tlie 
operations of the English buccanecrs were inaiuly 
directed, as we have seen, against the cities of Central 
America; but those of the French filibusters extended 
over all portions of the coast of New Spain, On the 
nortliern portion of Santo Domingo nearly ten thou-
sand of the latter Iiad their head-quarters, all of them 

of Vera Craz are the contemporaneous accounts of Father ViUarroel and 
Antonio Rohles. The former, ^vho was assistant parish priest of \ 'e ra Cruz 
at the time of its capture, has left in one of its registers of births a detailcd 
record of this event. I t contains occasional repetitions, and, as I have said, 
tlicrc is some confusion in tlie dates, but otherwise it is clcar and graphic. 
A literal copy is given by Lcrdo de Tejada, in his Apuntes IJi ttíricos, 273-85, 
and another copy, lcss carefuUy taken, wiU bc íound in the Mvsaico Mexi-
cano, i. 399-407. Though the D'tario of Robles, i. 370-83, contains only 
brief items re!atiiig to this event, it serves to coníirm thc main statenients of 
Viliarroel and furnishes some additional facts. These are the sources froui 
which the priucipal writers of later times have drawn tlieir information, 
though not always conforming to the originals. Among thc numerous forei n 
writers, English, French, and Dutch, who treat of this event in connection 
with the buccaneers, the author of Sharp's Voyages and Esqueinelin are 
probably the best, though both are biassed, and the latter superficial. The 
former narrative is meagre, but professes to be taken from despatches seiit 
from Jamaica in August 1683. As his work was published in London during 
thc foUowing year, this is probably the ease. Further mention of this writer 
is made infíist. Cent. Amer., ii. 510-11, this series, and of Esqnemelin inld., 
5(;7. Tliese works are probably the most reliable so far as they relate to the 
stratagem by which the city was surprised, and to questions of dotail relating 
to the buccaneer armament; for the Spaniards captured no prisoners, antl 
lieither Villarroel nor Robles could have knowu anything defiuite about these 
matters. 
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professing allegiance to the king of France. The 
waters of tlie Caribbean sca swarmed with pirates who 
defied the Spanish cruisers and the armada de Barlo-
vento. AII the efforts of the Spanish authorities to 
rid the seas of this scourofe were of little avail. Orders 
v.ere given tha t whenever a pirate craft was captured 
the captain and officers should be shot and the crew 
sent to work at the galleys in Spain. Nevertheless 
it seldom happened that a vessel arrived in Vera Cruz 
without bringing news of further depredations. 

A t the very time when Van Horn and his gang 
were sharing the spoils of this city at the island of 
Sacrificios, a large force of French corsairs captured 
the city of Guayana with its governor and garrison, 
and took possession of Margari ta and other small 
islands in the West Indies. Maracaibo was also 
threatened, and the audiencia of Santa Fé petitioned 
the viceroy to allow the armada de Barlovento to pro-
ceed to New Granada. On the 2d of May 1684 news 
arrived in Mexico that Tampico had again been 
sacked by a large force of pirates, and a nuniber of the 
inhabitants carried off as captives. Two days later 
the Barlovento fleet sailed in pursuit of tliem and 
captured three of their ships.^^ On Ju ly 6th of the 
saine year LorenciIIo appeared once more in the Nor th 
Sea, this time off the port of Campeche, which he 
captured after a five days' siege, and thence marched 
on Mérida, but was driven back with heavy loss. On 
his return voyage he encountered the armada under 
eommand of Ochoa, and one of his frigates mounting 
twenty-seven guns was captured by Spaniards. Lo-
renciUo escaped with his own vesseP^ and henceforth 
appears no more in connection with piratical expedi-
tions on the mainland. 

' ' 'Rivera mentions that, during this year, a pirate vessel was captured 
near Tanipico with 104 men on board. The prize was taken toVera Craz and 
5 of the corsairs were hanged. The rest would have met with the same fate 
but fora recent order requiiing that all freebooters taken captive should be 
ín'ut to Spain. (r<jlj. Mex., i. 2(j.']. 

**/'/., 42(), 428, 435-7. Ochoa died about this time; but whether he was 
kiUed in action is not recorded. 
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Nevertheless the scttlcrs of Mcrida were constantly 
in dread of filibusters. Many of the corsairs when 
not enofaored in their raids emploved themselves in the 
profitable occupation of tortoise fishing, these grounds 
extending from Campeche to the confines of Nica-
ragua. Among the numerous keys, islands, or coves 
of this long stretch of coast they careened their vcs-
sels, pursued their fishing, and planned their expedi-
tions, safe from the attacks of Spanish cruisers. The 
intricate coast of Campeche, with which they w^ere 
perfectly familiar, was constantly frequented by these 
marauders, and in consequence Mérida was contin-
ually exposed to their attacks, The garrison consisted 
of but two companies of half-clad and poorly fed sol-
diers, until after the raid of LorenciIIo, when two more 
companies were sent from Spain, The encomenderos 
ofíered to build a wall around the city at their own 
expense, asking only that they should be released from 
the tax for the support of cavalry called montado, 

D u r i n g t h e years 1685 and 1686 the principal oper-
ations of the pirates were the raid of Agramon on 
the coast of Florida, and the expedition of Dampier to 
the South Sea, The former was driven off with the 
loss of fifty men, The operations of Dampier, Swan, 
and others on the coast of Central America have been 
related in their place; and it has already been men-
tioned tha t the latter, accompanied by Townley, rc-
solved to try his fortune on the coast of Mexico, hoping 
to capture the Manila ship, which at this epoch was 
wont to leave the Philippines in June and arrive at 
Acapulco about Christmas, After an unsuccessful 
a t tempt to take the Lima galleon from under the guns 
of the fort at Acapulco early in November 1685, and 
an equally vain effort to find the town of Colima on 
the 26th, they reached Salagua, or Santiago, Decem-
ber Ist, and had a skirmish with the Spaniards, cap-
turing two mulattoes, but were unable to find there 
any such town as was described in the Spanish pilot-
books. 



i)diii .-wu. 

,: i 

206 THE SACK OF VERA CRUZ, 

I 

1 

Many of the Englishmen died in this region of a 
prevalent dropsy following chills and fever. The 
malady might have been easily cured by certain parts 
of an alligator pulverized and taken in water, but 
there were no aUigators to be had. On the l l t h they 
sighted Cape Corrientes, and it was their plan to 
cruise about this place and watch for the galleon; but 
it was also necessary to obtain supplies, and during 
one of the raids made for this purpose, the galleon is 
supposed to have passed by unnoticed; at least the 
hope of taking her was soon given up, and on January 
6, 1686, the fleet separated, sailing from Banderas 
Valley, where on December 4th they had had a flght 
with the Spaniards, losing four men and killing seven-
teen. Captain Townley with two vessels returned 
down the coast, while Captain Swan continued his 
voyage northward in the hope of finding towns or rich 
mines. The northern limit reached by the ships was 
23° 30', just above Mazatlan, although Swan went in 
boats still farther in search of Culiacan, which he did 
not reach. The fleet turned about on February 2d. 
On February 1 I th they anchored at the mouth of the 
Bio Santiago, or Tololotlan, up which stream seventy 
men were sent in four boats; but having captured an 
Indian who could guide them to Santa Pecaque, prob-
ably Centipac, Swan set out in person with double 
that force. The inhabitants ran away, and the town 
was entered without resistance. Several days were 
spent in loading the canoes with supplies, and on the 
19th fifty men on their way from the town to the 
landing, each leading a horse laden with maize, were 
attacked by Spaniards, Indians, and negroes from 
Santiago, and every man killed, as already related,^' 
including Bingrose the buccaneer author, who was 
Swan's supercargo. This disaster discouraged the 
British "from attempting anything more hereabouts." 
I t was proposed to go to Cape San Lúcas for repairs, 
and they sailed on the 21st, passing the Tres Marías 

^ Hist. Cent. Amer., iL 568, this series. 
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but were driven back thither on the 7th of March. 
I t was now decided to sail for Manila, and after taking 
water at Banderas they left Corrientes on the last day 
of March. The men murmured at the long vo '̂-age 
before them, but hoped for rich booty in the East 
Indies. The historian of the expedition naturally 
does not quit the coast without having his say about 
Californian geography and the Strait of Anian.^* 

Apart from the raids of buccaneers few incidents 
worthy of note occurred during the reign of Viceroy 
Laguna; there was an Indian revolt in New Mexico, 
and an expedition to the coast of Lower California, 
which will be related in their place. On the 8th of 
February 1684, the viceroy received intelligence that 
his term of office was extended for three years,'^ In 
1686 his residencia was taken by the fiscal Bastida. 
The charges were trivial, and about two years later 
he returned to his native country, where, having 
made a donation of fifty thousand pesos for some 
charitable purpose, he received the rank of grandee 
of Spain, and his son the title of duke of Guastala. 

'* Dampier's New Voyage around the World, London, 1699, i. 237-78, 
The author, Wm. Dampier, was on the fleet, but in what position does not 
appear. He had left Virginia under Captain Cook in Aug. 1683, had been 
with CapUin Davis in the south, and had come north with Captain Swan. 
Between 1686 and 1688 several attacks on the coast of Cumaná were repelled 
by Govemor Gaspar Mateo de Acosta, but he was unable to expel a French 
colony established at the mouth of the river Guarapicheto, and the annada de 
Barlovento was ordered to proceed to his aid. A number of French pirates 
were pardoned, and one of them, named Lorenzo, appointed sargento mayor. 
In December 1686, three prísoners taken at Laguna de Términos gave infonn-
ation that 100 men had been engaged there for several months in cutting log-
wood and shipping it to Jamaica. Measures were takeu by the viceroy to 
expe them. Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 263-4. The treaty concluded between 
England, France, and Holland at this period, whereby these countríes were 
pledged to aid each other in extending their possessions in America, caused 
much uneasiness to the Spanish crown, and the viceroy was ordered to make 
vigorous preparations for defence. The forts were repaired, the armada de 
BMrlovento was refitted, another vessel purchased, and Jacinto Lopez Gijon, 
admiral of the Flemish squadron in the ocean fleet, placed in command. 

^ During the previous year an impostor appeared in the person of Antonio 
Benavides, who represented himself as the marquis of Saint Vincent, a field-
marshal and goyemor of the castle of Acapulco. He is commonly known as 
the Tapado. He was arrested by order of the audiencia, tríed, and sentenced 
to death. While in prison he tríed to strangle himseU with a handkerchief. 
After his execution his head and one of his hands were taken to PuebU. The 
other hand was fastened on the gallows. Robles, 370 et seq.; Cavo, ii, 64; 
Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iu. 60-1. 
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THE PROVINCE OF VERA CRUZ, 

1683-1803, 

EXTENT OF THE ClTY OF V E R A C R U Z — E N T R E P Ô T OF C O M M E R C E — C H A E A C T E B 

OF THE POPULATION—PROSPERITY OF T H E P E O P L E — I T S I N H A B I T A N T S — 

I T S TKADE—ScARCiTY OF W A T E R — T H E B L A C K - V O M I T — T H E P O R T OP 

VERA C R U Z — T H E FORTEESS OF SAN JUAN DE U L Ú A — I T S GAERISON— 

T H E W O R K S COST NEARLY FORTY MILLIONS OF PESOS—CESSATION OF 

BcccANEERiNG R A I D S — T H E T O W N S OF CÔRDOBA, J A L A P A , A N D O R I Z A B A . 

Tî ERE are few records as to the condition of the 
'•rovince of Vera Cruz for some twenty or thirty 
years after the sack of its capital, About 1730 the 
city contained perhaps three thousand Spaniards, 
mulattoes, and negroes, apart from its garrison; the 
remainder of its heterogeneous population including 
people from all the western nations of Europe, The 
city was about one sixth of a league in length and 
half that distance in width. Most of the inhabitants 
were mulattoes; some of theiu being wealthy, for 
money was readily made at this entrepôt of com-
merce, and even the negro slaves could accumulate 
enough to purchase their freedom. 

In the middle of the sixteenth century Vera Cruz 
was but an insignificant port, serving as a landing-
place for the bands of adventurers who came to the 
^horcs of New Spain, A t the opening of the nine-
teenth century it was the commercial emporium of a 
territory whose vast resources, little developed as they 
are even to this day, had excited the envy of the 
world, A t the latter date its population was esti-
niated at over thirty-five thousand, of whom about 

(208) 
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twenty thousand were permanent residents,^ The in-
habitants were quiet, orderly, and peaceable, Business 
dishonesty was qnknown, and property of all kinds was 
secure, few. precautions being needed to insure its 
safety, There were no beggars in the streets, and 
few criminals in the public jail; the poorer classes 
were all employed in some useful occupation, and 
among the rich were not a few who had acquired 
immense fortunes in commercial pursuits. The gov-
ernment employés, both civil and military, performed 
their duties faithfully and were accorded the consid-
eration due to their rank. The church was well sup-
ported, and the religious orders were among the largest 
property-holders in the province.'^ 

^Of the floating popuUtion 3,640 were seamen, 7,370 muleteers, and 4,500 
passengers, troops, servants, and non-resident tradesmen. Lerdo de Tejada,. 
Apunt. Hisl., 366. In old Vera Cruz there was in 1777 a population of 777 
persons, of whom only 39 were Spaniards. Vera Cruz, Fabrica, in Mex. Doc 
Ecles., MS., i. no. ii. fol. 10. At this date the popuUtion of the new city 
was estimated by the traveller De Menon-viIIe, in Pinkerton's CoL Voy., xiii. 
777, at 6,000 to 7,000. If this be so it had increased more than five-fold 
within 30 years. í h e wríter affirms that at the time of his visit the houses 
were built entirely of stone brought from Campeche, and that he saw the 
rains of at least 20 buildings that had lain there for flfty years, the walls of 
which were of masonry; but why stone should be brought from Campeche 
when there was excellent material in the neighborhood he does not expUin. 
Speaking of the city he remarks that not the sUghtest culture embellishes 
the neighborhood. 'The men,' he continues, 'are, generally speaking, lofty-
minded and proud; either from this being the specific character of their 
nation, or owing to their excessive wealth in a country where gold stamps so 
much value oui ts possessor. They comprehend trade very well, but here, 
as elsewhere, their natural indolence, and their rooted habits, and supersti-
tiou, render them irremediably averse from labour. Incessantly they are 
seen with their chaplets and reiics on their arms and round their neck; their 
houses are filled with statues and paintings of saints; and their life is a seríes 
of devotional practices. The women live recluse in their apartments above 
stairs, to avoid being seen by straugers; though it is by no means difficult to 
perceivé that, but for the restríctions placed on them by their husbands, they 
would be far more easy of access. Within doors they wear over the shirt 
nothing but a small silk corset, laced with a gold or silver cord. StiII, though 
so simple their dress, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the wríst of the 
same metal, and at their ears pencUnts of emeralds of greatest value. Gen-
erally speaking, the fair in this city are not handsome; for however rich their 
dress they show a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent 
reserve, are strongly inclined to Usciviousness. The only amusements are 
the nevería, a sort of coffîee-house, whither the gentéeler sort repair to take 
ice-creams, and some imitations of buU-fights for the vulgar; unless indeed 
under this denomination be comprised the processions and flagelUtions of the 
holy week.' 

^ In 1746 Vera Craz contained seven convents belongîng to the Dominican, 
Franciscan, Augustinian, and Merced orders, two hospitals, aud a Jesuit col-

HiBT. M£x.,yoL. m . U 
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A t this period the trade of Vera Cruz probably 
exceeded thirty million pesos a year. Apart from 
commerce the city had little to depend upon. So 
limited was the area of cultivated land in its vicinity^ 
that nearly all the leading articles of consumption 
were brought from a distance. Stock-raising was the 
chief occupation in the surrounding country, and 
hides and dried fish the only commodities exported 
from the province. Much of the prosperity iiow 
enjoyed was due to the measures adopted by Cárlos 
I I I . in 1778 with a view to facilitate commerce 
between Spain and her colonies. Many of the re-
strictions which had aimed at a monopoly of trade, 
and had served only to divert it into the hands of 
foreigners, were now removed, and no community 
was more greatly benefited thereby than that of 
Vera Cruz, which was still the only port of entry on 
the northern seaboard of New Spain. In 1795 a tri-
bunal of commerce* was established there by royal 
decree, and its operations were of great benefit both 
to the city and the province. A t the opening of the 
nineteenth century the city had attained the fuU 
growth of her prosperity, and more substantial build-
ings were erected than during the two preceding cen-
turies. The madrepore stone, called by the natives 
piedra múcura, and found in abundance on the reefs 

lege. There were also two chapeU outside the walls. VUla-Sefior, Tecdro, i. 
271, Although there were more príests in Vera Cruz than were needed, many 
of the towns in the distríct had none, and in 1802 had not been visited by the 
bishop of PuebU, to whose diocese they belonged, for 47 years. The first 
hospital was established by two Jesuits on the isUnd of San Juan de Ulúa. 
During the rale of the Marquis of MontescUros a hospital was founded in 
Vera Craz and named after thé marquis. I t was abandoned in 1805. The 
next one founded in the city was the military hospital of San Cárlos, com-
pleted in 1764. One named Our Lady of Loreto was built for the accommo-
dation of women, and one for convalescents was commenced in 1784 and 
placed in charge of the Bethlehemite nuns. The Ust three, togetber with the 
public bospital of San Sebastian, existed in 1807, Lerdo 'de Tejada, ApuTit. 
HisL, 377-8, 

' Elsewhere in the province -agrícultural products were considerable, in-
clnding among other items 300,000 fanegas of corn a year, 243,750 arrobas of 
cotton, and 80,000 arrobas of sugar. Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. Hist., 365-6. 

*' ConsuUdo,' In 1784 the office of ' comandancU del resguardo de todas 
Us rentas' was created in Vera Cruz by order of the crown, the reguUtions 
adopted being the same as those in force at CádU. 
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in the harbor, supplied an excellent material, and 
n, :̂, came into general use, Before this time the houses 

were built for the most part of wood, although during 
the preceding century and a half the city had several 
times been partly destroyed by fire.^ 

The streets of Vera Cruz were regularly laid out, 
their direction corresponding with that of the car-
dinal points of the compass, Their pavement was 
commenced in 1765 and completed in 1776, In April 
of the following year they were lighted for the first 
time by order of the municipality, In 1790 a cemetery 
was opened outside the walls of the city, and by order 
of the viceroy the burial of the dead in church vaults 
was forbidden, To this practice and to the scantiness 
and poor quality of the water^ may be attributed in 
part the pestilences from which the inhabitants were 
seldom free, The rich obtained their supply from 
cisterns built on their own premises, the poor from 
an aqueduct^ which was usually empty during two or 
three months in the year, when they were dependent 
on a single well sunk near the bastion of Santa Bár-
bara. Another cause of the prevalence of disease 
was the overcrowding of the houses, which were 
packed so closely together in the poorer quarters of 
the town as to impede the circulation of the air, 

The rains set in at Vera Cruz about the 20th of 
March and lasted for six months, being followed by 
violent north-west winds which continued almost 
throughout the dry season, raising the sand in such 
clouds as often to obstruct the sight and render breath-
ing difficult, September and October were the inost 
unhealthy months, and it was then that the sickness 

* The fire of 1618, spoken of on page 27 of this volume, is not even nien-
tioned by Miron in Noticia Instructiva, although there is no doubt that it 
occurred; but he speaks of two others that happened in 1G06 and 1608. 

* As early as 1703 an attempt was made to bring water into the city from 
the ri\ er Jamapa. In 1795 a dam was built and an aqueduct constructed for 
souie distance, but the work was abandoned. Though surveys have since been 
made and revenues assigned for the purpose, nothing has been accomplished. 
Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. JJist., 322-6. 

' Constructed by MaUbran in 1726, 
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known as the black-vomit was the most deadly. This 
scourge was supposed to have been introduced by an 
English slave-ship in the year 1699, but was more 
probably an endemic disease due to the causes already 
mentioned, and to the malaria generated by decaying 
animal and vegetable matter.* A t the close of the 
last and the beginning of the present century so great 
was the havoc wrought by this malady that it was 
proposed to abandon the site of Vera Cruz and re-
move to Jalapa. 

The port of Vera Cruz was neither safe nor com-
modious, being but a roadstead, sheltered on the east 
side by a few small and widely separated reefs and 
islands. On the north it was entirely exposed, and 
from September to March was swept by violent north 
winds, which made the anchorage unsafe. The island 
of San Juan de Ulúa is less than a mile distant from 
the city, oniy its south-west point on which the fort 
was built being above high-water mark. On the lee-
ward side of this island, facing the city, vessels made 
fast by cable ropes to huge bolts and rings let into 
the walls of the fort. Here the depth of water was 
six or eight fathoms, and from this point passengers 
and freight were transferred to the mainland in boats. 
Opposite the city, and at about the same distance,was 
a small reef called Lavandera, near which was also an 
anchoring ground for merchant craft. Five or six 
miles to the south-east are the islands of Verde and 
Sacrificios, where were the quarantine ground and the 
station for ships of war. The harbor was entered by 
two channels, the best one being on the north side, 
between Ulúa and the mainland, with a depth of four 
to five fathoms and a width of four húndred varas. 
The other channel lay between the island of Sacrifi-

" Humboldt, Essai, i. 276-9. In 1803, the eminent Spanîsh physician Flo-
rencio Perez de Comoto decUred that the disease had not been introduced 
from any foreign country. The presence of foreigners, of whom large num-
bers died of yellow fever, was, however, believed to aid the development of 
the germs of this disease, and such was the experíence in all places subject to 
it. In 1825 the legUUture ofíered a reward of 100,000 pesos to any one who 
should discover a remedy. 
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cios and the Pájaro reef, and w as of the same depth 
and width. 

A larger and more sheltered harbor, named Anton 
Lizardo, was situated a few leagues to the south-east 
of Vera Cruz,^ and there appears to be no good reason 
why the latter was selected, except that the island of 
San Juan de Ulúa was a favorable spot for the con-
struction of a fortress. No attempt was made to 

SAN JUAN DE ULÚA. 

improve it, and at the close of the eighteenth century 
it remained m the same condition as when first dis-
covered by Grijalva in 1518. 

icoQ'^°*í"î',^'f'^"•'^^' the harbor in which the French fleet anchored in 1838 and the Americans m 1S47-1848. ducnoieu m 
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There are no reliable data as to the exact time 
when the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa was erected; 
but the works must have been commenced between 
the years 1582 and 1625. A t the former date the 
island was occupied only by sailors and merchants; at 
the latter the fortress is mentioned by the traveller 
Gage, in connection with his visit to Vera Cruz, and 
appears to have been then well advanced. I t was 
probably the strongest fort in the New World, and 
until the improvements made in modern warfare was 
considered 'almost impregnable, being often termed 
the San Juan de Acre of America. In 1746 it was 
mounted with one hundred and twenty guns and 
three mortars. In 1780 it contained one hundred 
brass cannon and about fifty pieces of ordnance made 
of iron, the latter being of heavy calibre.^" The main 
building was in the shape of a parallelogram, with a 
bastion at each of its angles. The one at the south-
west corner was named the bastion of San Pedro and 
was completed in 1633. I t was surmounted by a 
high tower on which was a revolving light. On the 
south-east corner was the bastion of San Crispin, 
completed in 1710. Here was built a lookout tower 
whence vessels were sighted and communication main-
tained with the city by a system of signals. Others 
named Our Lady del Pilar and Saiita Catalina were 
finished in 1778 and 1799 respectively. The curtain 
and the flanks of the bastions facing seaward were 
covered with stakes of hard wood sharpened at the 
end and rising a foot and a half out of the water, so 
that at high tide vessels could not approach within 
musket shot. Within the fort were seven large cis-
terns, containing nearly a hundred thousand cubic 
feet of water, and below it were damp, narrow dun-
geons, where notorious criminals were confined. Few 
who were once incarcerated there came forth alive. 

A t the middle of the eighteenth century the gar-

" VUlorSenor y Sanchez, Teatro, i. 274-5; ínforme dd Conumd. de Ulúa, 
July 29, 1780, in CoL Diarío, MS., 504-6. 

li 
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rison appears to have been smaller than a t the time 
of the sack of Vera Cruz by buccaneers in 1683, con-
sisting of only 120 artillerymen, 150 troops draw^n 
froin the naval battalion of the city, the latter being 
relieved every month, and 30 sailors. A band of con-
victs was also stationed there and employed on the 
works. A t this time there were quartered in the 
city a naval battalion of 600 men, an infantry regi-
ment 1,000 strong, 300 dragoons, and 30 artillerymen. 
A militia regiment wâth ten companies, two of them 
being composed of mulattoes and two of negroes, 
added 1,000 additional troops to the defensive force, 
and the firing of a cannon would at any time summon 
700 or 800 lancers from the adjacent towns and 
haciendas.^^ I n 1741 a plan was drawn up by the 
engineer, Felix Prospero, for constructing a wall 
around the city, and the work was completed five 
years later. The wall was built of hewn stone 
brought from Campeche; it was six feet high, and 
was surmounted by a strong double stockade of the 
same height. I t contained seven gates, one of them 
being for the accommodation of shipping and fisher-
men, and one for the special use of the viceroys. 
On the inner side was a banquette for infantry; on a 
tongue of land at the extreme north was aíterward 
constructed the bastion of La Concepcion mounted 
with sixteen heavy guns, and commanding the north 
channel with the adjacent coast; on the extreme 
south was the bastion of Santiago, mounting twenty-
six guns, and containing the arsenal and naval stores. 
Between these two bastions, and facing the land side, 
smaller ones protecting the main avenues of approach 
were erected at intervals.^^ 

'^ VUla-SefUyr y Sanchez, Teatro, i. 273-4. According to this authoríty 
the military stafí" was composed of the governor, the king's lieutenant, an ad-
jutant, a sargento mayor, and three engineers. In May 1727 the viceroy, 
Casa Fuerte, framed íhe fírst ordinance reguUting the strength of the garrisons 
a t Vera Cruz and Ulúa, inimitation of asimiUroneissued nine years previously 
íor the city and fortress of Habana. At this date the garrison was somewhat 
snialler, and tliat of the city consisted mainly of cavalry. 

i-/t/., 271-2. 
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'i;.:*': After the capture of Habana by the English in 
1762 much apprehension was felt as to the safety of 
Vera Cruz,^^ The defences of the city and of San 
Juan de Ulúa were strengthened, and new ones erected 
on other portions of the coast. The island fortress 
was ordered to be repaired at a cost of over a million 
and a half, and the port of Anton Lizardo was to be 
fortified at an expense of a million and a quarter pesos. 
A fort was also begun at San Cárlos de Perote, this 
point being intended for an arsenal and as a storing 
place for treasure, Jalapa being now considered unsafe. 
Additional troops were despatched from Spain, and 
in December 1774 a military commission met at Vera 
Cruz to consider such further measures as might be 
necessary for defence. The result was very unfavor-
able. I t was reported that the city was untenable, 
and that Ulúa, which was supposed to be im-
pregnable, could only be held for a few days, and 
would require a garrison of 1,700 infantry and 300 
artillerymen, together with a force of sailors suffi-
cient to man a number of armed boats.^* I t was even 
recommended that on the approach of an enemy the 
bastions should be blown up and the inhabitants sent 
into the interior, taking with them their effects. The 
report of the commissioners does not appear to have 
been heeded, and at the close of the century, when 
Europe was at war and the Spanish American pos-
sessions were at any time liable to attack, the garri-
sons of the city and fortress were even smaller than 
those stationed there sixty years before." 

is When inteUigence arríved of the capture, the viceroy ordered that muni-
tions of war be at once forwarded to Vera Craz, and that all avaiUble troops 
be immedUtely put in motion for that point. When it was known that there 
was no imminent danger of attack, he withdrew his forces to JaUpa and Perote 
where the cUmate was more healthy. The next year peace was decUred. 

**De Menonville says that at the time of his visit in 1777 the fortress was 
mounted with 300 gims of from 12 to 36 pound calibre, and that it was ex-
posed to attack on the south-east coraer, where was a landing-place much 
nearer the fort than the príncipal one, and where vessels might anchor under 
the curtain, the fire from which would be of no avail. Pinherton's CoL Voy., 
xiU. 779. In 1780 Viceroy Mayorga inspected the defences of the city and 
fortress, and changed the pUn of defence adopted by his predecessor. 

»̂ At the beginniug of the 19th century the combined garrísons of the city 
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Notwithstanding the enormous sums expended on 
coast defences, the fortress of Ulúa alone having cost 
nearly forty millions of pesos, the people of New 
Spain, besides being in constant fear of the armaments 
of hostile powers, were still in dread of corsairs. I n 
November, 1788, a royal decree was issued in answer 
to the viceroy's petition ordering two brigantines to 
be constructed for coast-guard service against pirates 
and smugglers.^^ Of course the operations of the 
former were now confined to the more thinly popu-
lated portions of the coast; for such raids, except 
made by licensed freebooters under the name of 
privateersmen, w-ere long since discountenanced by 
the nations of Europe. 

After the beginning of the war between England 
and Spain, in 1796, it was believed that an expedition 
was being prepared for an attack on Vera Cruz, and 
during the foUowing ycar eight thousand troops were 
cantoned at Jalapa, Cordoba, and Perote in readiness 
for action; but England had now sufficient occupa-
tion for all her forces on land and sea, in the long 
protracted struggle with the great Napoleon. A few 
months later all the encampments were broken up, 
excepting one of six hundred men who were stationed 
on the plain near Buena Vista in the vicinity of Vera 
Cruz, and so great was the mortality aniong this 
corps that it soon became necessary to remove the 
survivors into the city. 

Unti l 1629 the offices of corregidor of Vera Cruz 
and governor of Ulúa were vested in the same person, 
but in that year they were separated, the commander 
of the fortress receiving a salary of one thousand one 

and fortress consisted of the permanent battalion of Vera Cruz, organized in 
1793, its strength being 1,000 men, a company of veteran artiUerj', and two 
of militia, 310 men, and the regiment of Vera Cruz lancers, enroUed in 17G7, 
nominally 1,000 strong. Lerdo de Tejada, in Doc IJist. Mex., Apunt. JJist., 
383-4. In 1784 the garrison of Vera Craz was reenforced by two infantry 
rcgiments from Mexico, Id., 309; but these appear to have been soon with-
drawn, for in Gac Mex., ii. 290, it is stated that in 1786 the garrison of \ ' e ra 
Cruz mustered only 1,360 men. 

'*' They arrived in Vera Cruz about two years afterward. Later a schooner 
was built for the same purpose. 

^ ^mtiLM.. 
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hundred pesos a year. Later the former received 
the title of governor, but in 1730 his civil functions 
were the same, though he received from the viceroy 
the rank of lieutenant captain-general and military 
governor. Between 1730 and 1733 it was ordered 
that this official should also have authority over the 
garrison of Ulúa, a resident commander of the fortress 
being appointed as his subordinate.^' After the estab-
lishment of intendencias in 1787 the powers of the 
former were greatly enlarged, the offices of governor 
and intendente being afterward combined." 

A t the close of the eighteenth century the inten-
dencia of Vera Cruz contained a population of about 
one hundred and fifty-four thousand.^^ The second 
town in importance was Côrdoba, founded, it will be 
remembered, in 1618.^ In 1746 it contained over 
seven hundred families.^^ About thirty years later 
its population was about the same. Most of the 
houses were of stone; the streets were wide and well 
paved, and a plentiful supply of water was obtained 
from the mountain streams in its neighborhood. In 
the center of the plaza was a large fountain, and on 
one side of it stood the cathedral, the three remaining 
sides being adorned with Gothic arches. The sur-
rounding vegetation was rich and of many hues, and 

".ffeafes Cédulas, MS., ii. 233-4. I t is there stated that Antonio de 
Benavides was the first one vested with these powers, He was appointed 
about the year 1734. 

^̂  The intendente was also subdelegado of the city of Vera Craz and its 
distríct. R'ivera, Hist. Jaiapa, 164. The first intendente of Vera Craz was 
Pedro CorvaUn, appointed in 1788. [In Id., i. 165, CervaUn.] In 1792 Pedro 
Gorostiza held that office. Id., 164. In 1795 Diego GarcU Panes received the 
appointmcnt. Gomez, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., séríe ii. tom. •vii. 4,36; and ia 
1798—Plan de Dej'cnsa de San Juan de Ulúa, in CoL de Diario, MS., 510, 

'• Distributed among 372 pobUdos. Cancelada, Ruina de laNueva Espaiia, 
73-5. Lerdo do Tcjada states that there were 2 cities, 5 villas, 147 pueblos, 
60 haciendas, and 157 ranchos. Apunt. HisL, 365-6. I t extended from the 
bay of Térmiuos to Tampico, a distance of 210 leagues, with a varying -width 
of 25 to 35 leagues. Its boundaríes are defiued in Rivera, Hist. Jcuapa, i. 
150-1, and remaiued íhe same until 1824. 

••«>Seep. 27, this voL 
'̂ Two hundred and sixty Spanish families, 126 of mestizos, 60 of muUttoes 

and negroes, and 263 of Lidians. Tbe towu had uow an alcalde mayor. 
VUla-Senor y SancJiez, Teatro, i, 205. 

!. 
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on its deep soil of red clay-^ were produced most of 
the tropical and subtropical fruits, The raising of to-
bacco and sugar, of which plantations were first estab-
lislied early in the seventeenth century, was still the 
leading industry, but here, as elsewhere in New Spain, 
nature was so prodigal of her gifts that little effort 
was needed on the part of man, and many of tlie 
Spaniards grew wealthy almost without exertion.'^^ 
Although in 1790 an earthquake demolished or dam-

^cat lan 
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aged nearly all the buildings, the town appears to 
have steadily increased in prosperity, for in 1810 it 
contained at least eight thousand inhabitants.^* 

Among the most flourishing towns in the province 
was Jalapa, where, between 1720 and 1777, the annual 
fair was held, on the arrival of the fleet from Spain, 

^^ The depth was at least ten feet. 
^ The principal industry was sugar-raising, and at this date there were 

more than 30 sugar-mills in Côrdoba, worked mainly by Indians. 
'" Eight thousand to 10,000, of whom five eighths were Spaniards. Diario 

Mex., xu. 233-4. 
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being transferred there fromVera Cruz, Before the 
former date half a dozen commercial houses, estab-
lished by merchants in the capital, had monopolized 
the entire trade of the surrounding district, but within 
a few years afterward goods to the value of thirty 
millions of pesos changed hands at each fair, This in-
creased circulation of wealth caused people to abandon 
their simple habits, and to adopt the dress and amuse-
ments and most of the vices of the Spaniards in the 
Old World. In 1794 Jalapa was declared a city,^^ and 
together with Côrdoba and Orizaba was a favorite 
sunimer resort for the merchants of Vera Cruz, 

Orizaba stood on the high road from Mexico toVera 
Cruz, being distant about thirty-eight leagues froin 
the latter city and forty-six from the capital. I t was 
situated in a beautiful valley and surrounded with 
forest-clad mountains, high above which towered the 

snow-capped volcano of Ori-
zaba, So luxuriant was the 
surrounding vegetation that 
a square league of land suf-
ficed for the pasturage of about 
seven thousand sheep,^^ Here 
was a halting-place for cara-
vans laden with merchandise, 
and the point where goods in 
transit were appraised, Iii 
1777 its population numbered 
about forty-five hundred, of 
whom it was estimated that 
nearly three thousand were of 

ooAT or A Mfl or JALAPA. Spauish dcscent.^ 

**In 1746 there were 786 resident families of SpanUrds, mestizos, and 
Indians. ViUa-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, i. Later the popuUtion appears to 
have decreased, for Humboldt states that iu 1803 its popuUtion was only 
1,300. 

2̂ A traveUer passing through the province of Vera Craz in 1777 states 
that within the space of a Spanish league he couuted 11 flocks of sheep, each 
numberíng over 600. Thiery, ii. 71, 

*'In the town were several tanneríes, and factoríes for the making of 
coarse cloth. A large quantity of tobacco was raised in its neighborbood. 
Pinkerton's Mod. Geog., iu. 214. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

FLOOD. FAMIXE, AND ECLIPSE, 

1688-1692, 

M O X C L O V A ' S A D M I N I S T R A T I O N — H l S Sl't'CKS.SOE, THE CONDE DE G A L V E — T H Í 

PlEATES D R I V E N F R O M T H E S O C T H S E A — W A R W I T H F R A N C E — P l R A T E S 

iN THE NORTH S E A — T H E ARMADA DE BARLOVENTO—UNION OF SPANISH 

AND E N G L I S H ' J Í . G A I N S T THE F E E N C H — D E O U G H T A N D F L O O D — L O S S OP 

C E O P S — E X C E S S E S OF THE S O L D I E E Y — D E A T H O F M A E Í A L U I S A — T H E 

D R A I N A G E S Y S T E M — P O E T E N T O U S E v E N T S — T H E B A K E R S R E F U S E T O 

BAKE—EFFOETS OF THE VICEROY. 

THE successor to the marqués de la Laguna was the 
conde de Monclova,* ŵ ho made his public entry into 
the capital on the 30th of November 1686, and whose 
administration lasted for nearly two years, when he 
was appointed viceroy of Peru,^ He is represented 
by the chroniclers of the period as an upright and 
vigilant ruler, and the charges brought against him at 
his residencia were even more frivolous than those 
preferred against his predecessor,^ Little worthy of 

' Don Melchor Portocarrero, Lasso de la Vega, conde de Monclova, comen-
dador de U Sarza en U orden de Alcántara, of the royal council of war, 
and of the juuta of war of the Indies. Reales Ccdulas, ii. 3. He was com-
monly known as Brazo de la Plata on account of his false arm, his own having 
been lost in battle. Lorenzana, Hist. Niteva Espana, 27. His wife was the 
Do a Antonia de Urréa. Ihid. He had several children, of whom four 
accompanied him. Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex., 16. 

^October 15, 1G88. Ibid. He embarked at Acapulco, May 11, 1689. 
R'tvera, Goh. Mex., i. 264. 

'There were but six trífling charges. Zamacois, v. 445. Among other 
measures adopted by the viceroy was one compelUng all the religious who 
were without license to retum to Spain. He also enforced a law forbidding 
creoles to serve among the troops in Vera Cruz. Duríng his administration 
the condition of the natives did not improve. They sufíered most in the 
missions of Rio Verde and Tampico, and in Xuevo Leon. There the Span-
iards robbed them of their wives and daughters, sold their young children 
as slave.«, and deprived them of their best lands. The friars appealed to the 
king in their behalf, but to little purpose. Id., 263-4. 

(221) 
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note occurred during his administration, but the next 
seven years form an exciting epoch in the annals of 
the capital. 

During this time New Spain was governed by 
Gaspar de la Cerda Sandoval Silva y Mendoza, conde 
de Galve, a gentleman of the royal bed-chamber, and 
knight of the order of Alcántara.* H e arrived at 
Vera Cruz, accompanied by his wife,^ on the 18th of 
September 1688, and about two months later took 
formal possession of office.* 

One of his first acts was to adopt measures for the 
extermination of the corsairs, whose increasing num-
bers and daring kept the coast settlements, both in 
the North and South seas, in constant alarm.'^ Soon 
after his arrival he applied to the church authorities 
for money to aid in making the necessary preparations, 
to which appeal the archbishop and several of the 
bishops responded with contributions amounting to 
nearly eighty-nine thousand pesos.® Hardly had he as-
sumed office when news reached the capital of the cap-
ture by corsairs of Acaponeta, a small town on the 
coast of Nueva Galicia. Besides a quantity of silver 
the enemy carried off many prisoners, including forty 
women and two friars, an outrage which caused the 
viceroy at once to despatch an expedition in their 
pursuit. Troops were sent from Mexico City, and 
there being no other vessel available, a Peruvian 
frigate, recentlv arrived at Acapulco, was ordered to 
go in search of the enemy. The capture of Acapo-

V.n'Á 

fi'Hli 

*Cavo, Tres Siglos, iL 72; Reales Cédtãas, MS,, ii, 4; Loremana, Hist. N. 
Esp., 27; Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 265. By some authoríties hU name is varíonsly 
given as Gaspar de Silva Cerda; Gaspar de Sandoval Cerda Silva y Mendoza. 
itobles, Diarío, i. 600; Parian, CoL Doc, 16, 

^ Do a Elvira de Toledo, dáughter of the marqués de VUUfnuaca. Robles, 
Diario, i. 500. 

' On November 20th. He made his publ c entry December 4th. Robles, 
Diario, i. 601-2,605-6; or, according to Caeo, TresSig os, ii. 72, Sept, 17th; in 
this statement Cavo U foUowed by Lorenzana, Hist. N. Esp., 27. See aUo 
Rivera, Oob. Mex., i. 266; Mayer's Mex. Aztec, L 217, 

' While en route to Vera Cruz he captured a corsair frigate in the gnlf of 
Mexico, Sigiienza y Oôngora, Carta ai Almirante, MS,, 3. 

' The archbishop and his clergy gave 80,000 pesos; the bishqp of PnebU 
5,700; of GuadaUjara 1,700, and of Oajaca 1,600. Rivera, Oob. Mex., i. 26S. 
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neta occurred on the 14th of November; twelve 
days later the news was received at the capital, and 
on the 17th of December following the frigate sailed. 
Notwithstanding this prompt action, however, nothing 
was accomplished, the frigate returning to Acapulco 
about the middle of February wúthout even having 
sighted the enemy, 

The corsairs still continued to hover off the coast, 
and a general council was held in the capital, on the 
8th of May, to concert further measures for their 
pursuit,^ Twelve days later it was ascertained that 
they had sailed for Peru, having released all their 
prisoners excepting three men, one of them a Francis-
can friar. Nevertheless preparations were continued; 
troops were again sent from the capital, and a small 
fleet sailed about the middle of August from Acapulco 
to cruise along the coast. These expeditions con-
tinued until 1692, but without other apparent result 
than to cause the pirates, at least for the time being, 
to abandon thc coast.^" 

A t this time there was not a single craft of any 
kind for the defence of the long coast line from Te-
huantepec to Sinaloa, Before the end of August, 
1692, two well equipped vessels, built in Guatemala 
by order of the viceroy, and intended for coast-guard 
service, were anchored in the port of Acapulco. Dur-
ing the remainder of Galve's rule, there is no evidence 
that the corsairs again appeared on the coast of the 
South Sea. 

In consequence of the renewal of war with France, 
in 1689, the Spanish crown ordered the viceroy to 
take all possible means to strengthen the defenses of 
New Spain; and to make reprisals on the French, by 
confiscating their property, and banishing from the 
country all subjects of that nation except those en-
gaged in the mechanic arts. In accordance with these 

' Partly in consequence of the receipt of intelligence by the viceroy that 
the corsairs had cut oS" the nose of one of the friars held as prisoners 

^^Rohles, D'iario, i. 506, 510; ii. 8-9, 14^15, 18, 27-8, 34, 106-7; Sigúenza 
yOtíngora, Cartaal Almirante, MS., 5. 
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instructions the oidores began on the lOth of Septem* 
ber to imprison French subjects in the city of Mexico, 
and to seize their effects. Meanwhile Galve forwarded 
supplies to all military posts, on the seaboard as well 
as on the frontier, strengthening their garrisons, and 
providing for the prompt payment of the troops, this 
matter having heretofore been neglected. The feeble 
Spanish garrison of Campeche, constantly threatened 
by the wood-cutters of the bay of Términos, was re-
enforced, and received a supply of ammunition and 
vessels of war. Men, money, and arms were also for-
warded to the governors of Yucatan and Tabasco, 
whose territory was constantly exposed to invasion 
by corsairs. After several unsuccessful expeditions 
they succeeded in expelling the wood-cutters before 
the end of 1692, but they returned a few years later." 
About the same time the viceroy attempted, but in 
vain, to drive them from the gulf of Mexico, and al-
though the armada de Barlovento and other Spanish 
cruisers frequently made prizes, sometimes of consid-
erable value, they could not prevent the corsairs from 
capturing, at intervals, Spanish vessels of still greater 
value.^^ 

Thus while the viceroy had been partially success-
ful in his operations against the corsairs, all his efforts 
to drive them from the North Sea were of little avail. 
Nor could any other result be expected, while, in the 
islands of the West Indies, their numbers increased 
from year to year, and no attempt was made to strike 
at the root of the evil. The island of Santo Domingo 
was a favorable rendezvous of French pirates, and the 
crown having resolved to attempt their expulsion, 
intrusted the undertaking to Viceroy Galve. Exten-
sive preparations were begun in 1689, and the follow-
ing year the armada de Barlovento, then composed 
of six ships of the line and a frigate, sailed from Vera 

^̂  Robles, Diario, ii. 22, 49; Sîgúenza y Oôngora, Carta ai Almiranie, MS., 
3-6; Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 266, 268, 272; Carriilo, Elorígen de Bdice, in Bole-
tin,Soc Mex. Geog., 3a ep. iv. 260^1. 

" For detaUs see Robles, Diario, u. 6, 15, 17-18, 46, 79, 144-6, 169. 
/ 
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Cruz, carrying two thousand six hundred troops. 
Landing at the northern end of Santo Domingo, near 
Cape Frances, they were joined by seven Imndred 
men from the Spanish settlements, The French, ap-
prised of their landing, though greatly inferior in 
numbers, rashly gave them battle, and were routed 
witii a loss of five hundred men, the almost iinpene-
trable woods alone saving their force from annihilation. 
Having destroyed sevcral towns, including the city of 
Guarico, captured a number of vessels, and taken 
many })risoners, the expedition returned t o V e r a C r u z 
in ]\[ai'ch 1691, avoiding the more powerful French 
settlements on the east coast of the island. I n honor 
of this success a thanksgiving service was celebrated 
in the capital, and a full account of the expedition was 
soon after written ancl published by the celebrated 
jMcxican author, Cárlos de Sig enza y Gongora. 

I n 1695 a combined expedition of Spaniards and 
English, the latter having now inade common cause 
against a mutual foe, attacked the French settlements 
of Santo Domingo, destroyed their forts, captured 
eightj'-one pieces of cannon, and laid waste two settle-
ments.^^ 

The French w^ere, at this time, tlie most enterprising 
foc with whom the Spaniards had to contend, ancl 
several years before the evcuts jus t described had at-
tempted to establish settlements on the mainland, 
which might serve as a base for future operations. 
As early as 1684 the Spaniards, by the capture of a 
vessel off Santo Domingo, had learned of the expedi-
tion of La Salle, of which mention will be made in its 
place, but no at tempt to thwart him appears to have 
been inade until two vcars later, althoucrh in 1685 the 
report reached ]\íexico tha t a French colony had been 
founded on Espíritu Santo Ba}^ The earlier expedi-
tions sent in search of this colony failed to find aiiy 
traces of it or of the lost vcsscls, but in 1687 the 

^^Cavo, TresS' jlos, ii. 73-8, 85-G; Rivera, Goh. Mex., i. 265, 271-3, 27S; 
Rohlts, Diario, ii. 50; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta ul Almiraitte, MS., 5-G. 
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wreck of oiie of La Salle's ships was discovered, though 
owing to its inland and secluded position the settle-
ment escaped the search of the Spaniards, The fol-
lowing year, however, the* arrival at Coahuila of a 
deserter from the colony removed all doubts as to its 
existence. 

Accordingly in March 1689, by order of Viceroy 
Galve, an expedition under the command of Alonso de 
Leon, governor of Coahuila, set out with the French-
man as guide, for the bay of Espíritu Santo. A 
month later they reached the fort, only to find it de-
serted. Of the twenty colonists left by La Salle more 
than half had succumbed to disease, or had been slain 
by the natives. The survivors were scattered among 
the neighboring tribes, and two of them having sur-
rendered to the Spaniards the governor returaed. 
Encouraged by his report as to the peaceable disposi-
tion of the natives, Galve despatched another expedi-
tion in 1690 under the same leader, for the purpose 
of establishing missions, three Franciscan friars being 
among the number, Two missions were founded near 
the river now known as the Neches, where the eccle-
siastics met with a friendly reception, 

In consequence of the reports of the viceroy, .the 
crown determined on the permanent occupation of this 
territory, and ordered that steps be at once taken for 
that purpose, Early in 1691, a strong force was de-
spatched by sea and land, and the country explored 
toward the north; but no settlements or missions were 
founded, although numerous settlers and friars accom-
panied the troops, and before the end of the year all 
returned to Vera Cruz except a few soldiers and a 
portion of the ecclesiastics. 

The loss of crops by drought and flood; the disap-
pearance of live-stock; the withdrawal of the native 
converts; the excesses of the soldiery, and the conse-
quent hostility of the savages were among the causes 
which soon afterward compelled the evacuation of the 
countr}^, and no further attempt to occupy this terri-

kr 
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tory was made by either Spaniards or French during 
the next twenty ycars ." 

About this time the occupation of Pensacola had 
been resolvcd upon, partly w th a view to check the 
further cncroacliments of the French, and an expedi-
tion havins: been sent from Vera Cruz in 1693 to cx-
amine the bay and select a site, tlie following ycar 
troops, colonists, and supplies were landed, and the 
erection of a fort and town was immediately begun, 
In 1696 both town and fortifications were complete, 
and the name of Santa María was given to the bay 
and colony.^^ 

Notwithstanding some drawbacks, the adminis-
tration of Viceroy Galve up to 1691 had given gen-
eral satisfaction, and the arrival in November of a 
decree extending his term of office was madc the oc-
casion for a public rejoicing. Bu t this second term 
proved to be as disastrous as the previous one had 
becn for the most part prosperous. Shortly befoic its 
commencement inundation and famine had visited tlie 
fair valley of ]\lcxico. 

Contiary to custom, on the death, in 1689, of the 
queen, Dona j\Iaría Luisa, wife of Cárlos I I . , the 
usual funeral ceremonies and mourninof were omitted,^'^ 

. . . . ~ 
but not so the fcstivitics which, a vear later, wi'ie 
celebrated with extraordinary splendor in honor of 
the marriaofe of the kinof with Mariana de Neoburíîo. 

These briUiaiit festivitics were, however, interrupted 
on the 9th of June by a sudden freshet w hich swept 
down into the valley, carrying away houses and 
cattle, destroying in its course the wheat crops and 
the flour stored in the mills, and inundating for a 
time the western portion of the city. Wi th the ex-
ception of a slight rain on the preceding day the 
weather in the city and its vicinity had for months 

•*A moi-e detailed account is given in Ilist. North Mex. States, this series. 
^HVro, TresSi'ilns, u. 83-G; Morfi, Mem. fíi.sL Tex.,'MS., 100-11; Rtvíra, 

Goh. Me.v.,i. 273, 27G. 
'* Ordenes de la Corona, MS., vi. 80-1. 

.^ IS^:^ 
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been fair, and although rain at this early period was 
unusual, the storm which raged on the morning of 
the 9th among the mountains to the west of the 
valley gave no cause for apprehension. In that 
region, however, the rains were so heavy that many 
natives and cattle were carried away by the flood, 
and the waters of the swollen streams were precipi-
tated in torrents into the valley below. Fortunately 
precautions had been taken against such a catastrophe 
by the viceroy and by several of his predecessors, 
whose efforts have already been related, and the 
waters soon subsided. 

A month later, however, a more serious flood oc-
curred, On the l l t h of July a heavy rain began, 
aiid continued without interruption until the 22d. 
The whole valley was now inundated, together with 
a large portion of the city, and communication with 
the surrounding country was for several days cut off, 
causing a scarcity of provisions in the capital. Upon 
the cessation of the rains the viceroy caused abundant 
supplies to be brought to the city in canoes, and the 
archbishop displayed his usual charity by ministering 
to the wants of the starving natives. 

Galve now gave his attention to the improvement 
of the drainage system, causing the sew^ers of the city 
to be cleaned and extended, new ones to be opened, 
and repairs made on the canal of Huehuetoca. The 
natural channels of the streams were cleared of ob-
structions and widened, an outlet opened for the pent-
up waters, and all this accomplished in an incredibly 
short time, the viceroy animating the laborers by his 
frequent presence, and even expending his private 
funds on some portions of the work, 

But a more serious calamity now began to threaten 
the capital, Previous to the 23d of August the grain 
crop in its vicinity which had escaped destruction from 
flood gave promise of a bountiful harvest. But on 
this date a total eclipse of the sun occurred, accom-
panied by intense cold, and almost immediatcly the 
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rapidly ripening wheat was attacked .by the chiahii-
i-.tli,^' and the gicater part destroycd, 

The eclipse occurred about nine o'clock in the morn-
ing. For three quartcrs of an hour the cit}'̂  W'as 
shrouded in alinost total darkness, during which the 
greatcst confusion and consternation prevailed.^^ To 
the superstitious and already excited minds of the 
low^er classes this phenomenon appeared as an evil 
omen, a belief which subsequent events only served 
to confirm. 

Wi th the loss of the wheat crop the consumption 
of corn increased, its price being further advanced 
by the partial failure of the ciop, due to exccssive 
moisture and cold. The situation was indeed critical. 
]\Iaize was the íbod staple of the natives, and since 
tlie loss of the whcat crop tlic tortilla had taken the 
place of wheat bread, not only among all the lowcr 
and laboring classes of the capital, but also to some 
extent ainong tlie w^calthy.^^ Such was now the in-
crcasing scarcity that by the beginning of September 
the price of wheat had more than doubled, The 

" According to Sigiicnza, Carta al Almirante, MS., 28, who submitted 
thc •\vhcat to a microscopic exaniination, this is a small insect, a mere speck 
to the naked cyc, thc size of a needle point, witli legs like those of a ílea, and 
wings rcserabling those of a weevil. Myriads of thcm •« ere seen on each ear 
of wheat, and spread with astonishing rapidity. He states that pulgon, or 
aphis, is the meaning given this word in the Mexican vocabulary. Molina, 
in his Vocuhnlurio, pt. ii. 19, to Mhich Sigûenza probably refers, writes tho 
woril chiauitl, which he renders in Spanish, ' Otro biuoro, o pulgon q roe las 
vinas'—worm or aphis which destroys viiieyauls. Robles, Diario, ii., writes 
it chahuistle, describing it as a worm •vvhicii attacks the roots, and this term 
is also probably taken from Moliua's dcfinition. In modern times the usual 
form of the word is tliat given by Robles, and it is generally applied to rust in 
grain. 

*̂  Stars of the first, second, and third magnitude were visible; dogs 
howlcd; birds, with frightcued cries, flew •wildlj'̂  about; cocks crew; woiuen 
aiid children screamed; the native women in the plaza abandoned their stalls 
and fled in terror to the cathedral; and the excitement and dread were in-
creased by the ringing of the church bells for prayers throughout the city. 
Sigiíciizciy Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 27-8; Rohles, Diario, ii. 66. 

*̂ Cavo, TresSiijlos, iL 79, is not altogether to be relied on. Sig enza y Gôn-
gora, Carfa, MS., 31, whose statements are to be preferred, for reasons which 
M iU hereafter be shown, says, ' jamas le faltô á la republica el pan con la pen-
sion de caro, porque (ya que otra cossa no se podia), se acomodaron los pobres 
y pleheyos á comer tortillas (ya sabe vmd. que asi se nombra el pan de maiz 
por aquestas parttes) y a los criados de escalera auajo de casi todas las cassas 
de ^lexico se les rasionaua con ellas.' 

file:///yHEAT
file://�/vhcat


w 

230 FLOOD, FAMINE, AND ECLIPSE, 

"'IÍ 

bakers in consequence refused any longer to make 
bread, for at the price at which they were compelled 
to sell it they found the business unprofitable, and a 
disturbance was averted only by the prompt measures 
taken by the viceroy to insure a sufficient supply,^ 

Murmurs began to be heard on all sides, and not-
withstanding the strenuous effbrts of the viceroy to 
provide a supply of grain the suspicious and unrea-
soning populace would not credit the reported failure 
of the crops until a special commissioner was sent 
into the valley to verify the report. From the begin-
ning Galve adopted every measure that experience 
and prudence could suggest to prevent or at least 
mitigate the suffering and dangers of a prolonged 
famine, Officials were sent among the farmers of the 
valley and interior districts to purchase all the surplus 
grain, and with orders to seize it if necessary, The 
sale of grain and flour in the city by private individ-
uals was forbidden, all that could be found being 
collected by the government for distribution at the 
public granary,^^ The use and cultivation of the trigo 
hlanquillo which was unwisely forbidden in 1677,̂ ^ 
was also permitted, the viceroy having induced the 
church authorities to remove the interdict against it. 

The public granary was now placed in charge of the 
municipal autíiorities, and grain could be purchased 
only there. In November of 1691, the daily allow-
ance for each individual was one quartilla,^ and the 
daily consumption from one thousand to thirteen hun-
dred fanegas.^ In the surrounding country the suffer-

^"The difficulty with the bakers occurred on the 13th of Sept., and on tho 
following day there was no bread to be had. Rohles, Diarío, ii. 67; 6'aría de 
un ReUgioso, in Doc Hist. Mex., séríe ii. tom. iii. 310-11. 

"̂  'Sabado 15' (Sept.), 'embargô el corregidor toda la harina á Hurtadoy 
á Guerto y U trajo á la alhôndiga.' Robles, Diario, ii. 67. 

^^The trigo blanquillo was a species of wheat, chiefly cultivated in tho 
bishopríc of PuebU, of enormous yield, and superior in every respect to all 
other kinds produced in New Spain. For some reason not clearly expUined 
it was denounced as unwholesome, and its use and cultivation prohibited 
under heavy penalties by both government and church. Montemayor, Svma-
rios. 60-1; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 37-9; Carta de un Religioso, 312. 

^' Equal to about two quarts. 
^̂  A fauega is about equivalent to a bushel and a half. 

m ^ 
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ing was stni greater than in the c ty, as the governor 
having seized most of their grain, many of the inhab-
itaiits were compelled to beg food in the capital. 

]\leanwhile the viceroy did not relax his efforts to 
maintain the supply. In April 1692, a meeting of 
tlie principal civií and ecclesiastical authorities was 
callcd for this purpose, and commissioncrs were kept 
constantly busy in the neighboring districts as well as 
in those more remote, collecting and forwarding corn. 
In May an abundant crop of wheat was harvested 
from the irrigated lands in the valley, and under the 
belicf that the prevai ing high price would induce the 
farnicrs to bring their grain to the capital permis-
sion for its free sale was given. Many, Iiow^ever, sold 
it clscwliere, and this, together wdth tlie partial failure 
in the remoter districts, owing to a snow storm early 
in April—a raie occurrence in the valley of ]\Icxico— 
causod tlie stock in the capital to run low toward the 
end of May. Vigorous measures were now required, 
and fresh commissioncrs were despatched with orders 
to confiscate all grain wherever found. The daily 
allowance of corn in the city was also reduced, althougíi 
a sufficient quantity of grain was obtained by the 
commissioners to iiisure a moderate supply until the 
ncxt harvest. 

By tliis time the price of grain had increased so 
enormously that a load of wheat which usually sold 
for three or five pesos could not now be purchased for 
less than tvventy-four pesos.'̂ ^ 

[0 

^' The load of com which was ordinarily sold at about two and a quarter 
pesos, was novv worth seven. The loaf of wheaten bread usuaily weighed six-
teen ounces, and was sold for half a real. I t s price continued the same, but its 
weigiit was now reduced to seven ounces. Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, j \ lS. , 
29, 41-2 ; Robles, Diario, ii. 72-3 ; Carta de un ReUgioso, 312. 
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CORN RIOT IX T H E CAPITAL. 

1G92-1G9G. 

INCREASED ]\IUEMUES—RuMOEED GRAIN SPEOULATIONS OF THE VICEEOY— 

A N IMPRUDENT P R E A C H E R — T H E LÉPEROS—PULQUE SIIOPS—INEFFICIENT 

FORCES .VT COJI.MAND—AWAITINO O P P O R T U N I T Y — A F F A I R A T T I I E G R A N -

A R Y — T I I E V I C E E O Y T H R E A T E N E D O U T B E E A K — D E A T H T O T H E O F F I -

ciALs ! — T H E PALACE SET ON F Í E E — T H E PLAZA STALLS ALSO F I R E D — 

ROBBEEY AND iSIUEDER—ExECUTIONS R E V O L T A T T L A S C A L . \ — S A L E O F 

PuLQUE PROIIIBITED—REBUILDING OF THE PALACE—AFFAIES IN ^EW 

MEXICO. 

THE suppressed murmurs of the populace previously 
heard against the government, now gave place to 
complaints in which the viceroy was openly accused 
of speculating in grain; and notwithstanding the pub-
licity of all his measures and the character of the 
persons commissioned for the coUection and distribu-
tion of supplies this unjust charge gained a ready 
crcdcuce amono' the natives and lower classes. This 
gravc accusation and tlie hostile at t i tude toward the 
government to whicli it gave rise wcre encouiaged by 
the imprudent language of a Franciscan fiiar, during 
a scrmon preached in the cathedral at the beginning 
of Easter. Notwithstanding the presence of the vice-
roy, oidores, and the officials of the various tiibunals, 
he alluded in such terms to the existing scarcity as to 
confirni the suspicions of his audience, who loudly ap-
plauded him.-^ 

' .Sicriienza y G(')n'_'ora, Carta, MS., 40, states that he preached 'no lo que 
.se (leuia para consolar al pueblo eu la carestia sino lo que se dictô por la im-
prudencia para irritarlo.' Robles, Diario. ii. 122, who contirms thc foregoing, 
btatcs that the friar's namc was Antonio de Escaray. 

(232) 
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The populace, urged by the pangs of hunger and 
by their fancied grievances, were now in a mood which 
boded ill for tlie peace and safety of the capital. Yet , 
although previous outbreaks had shown their turbu-
lent nature, no precaution whatever appears to have 
been taken to g'uard aofainst a disturbance. Affairs 
were ripe for an outbreak. The city was divided into 
nine wards, six of which were inhabited wholly by 
natives having their own governors. The total popu-
lation was over one hundred and forty thousand, of 
whoni the Spaniards and mixed races formed but a 
small proportion. A large part of the lower classes 
were idle and dissolute, and among them were many 
criminals. The name saromnllos was then applied to 
them and later they were called léjjeros.^ 

The usual resorts of this class were the shops where 
pulque w âs sold, and the haratillo,^ where the natives 
also congregated, and where all plotted against and 
denounced the government at wáll, free froin the inter-
ference of the officers of justice.* 

Tiie natives at this period, especially the men, werc 
restless, indolent, and vicious, and so addicted to the 
use of pulque, the consumption of which had never 
been so great, tha t all contemporary w^riters concur in 
affirming that they were daily under its influence, 
Tliey were the chief complainers against the goverii-
ment, and w'cre constantly encouraged by the sara-
mullos, who eagerly desired an outbreak because of 
the opportunity thus aí brded them for plunder, 

To oppose these dangerous elements there vras in 

^'La poblacion.. . de las grandes ciudades interiores de la colonia, cuya 
mayoría inmensa se componia entônces, como se compone todavía hoy por 
desgracia, de csa plebe vagamunda y degradada por la iguorancia y la miseria, 
conocida con el infamante apodo de léperos.' Lerdode Tcjuda, Apunt. lî'ist., 
3G6. See also Si'júmza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 37. 

' A shop or coiiection of shops in the niain plaza where cheap and second-
class warcs wcrc sold, and where stolen articles were also dispos^d of. I t was 
frequcntcd by \ agabonds and criminals, and several attempts had alrcady been 
made by the authorities to abolish it. Rivera, D'iario, 72; Robles, D'tario, ii. 
26. The baratiUo v,as not abolished until several years later, although a 
cédula prohibiting it was published in Xovember 1G89. 

*' Las pulquerias donde por condision iníqua y contra Dios que se le con-
cedio al Asentista no eutra justicia.' Sigo.enza g Gúngora, CurLu, JNIS., 42. 
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the capital but a single company of infantry, of Icss 
than one hundred men, who did duty as palace guard, 
and even these were indifferently armed and equipped. 
There was no artillery, no store of small arms and 
ainmunition, and no organized militia. The better 
class of Spaniards for the most part possessed weapons 
of tlieir own, but as subsequent events showed, they 
would not act tocrether in time of need. Without the 
cit}^ the nearest available troops were the distant gar-
risons of Acapulco and Vera Cruz. No t even an 
organized police force existed which could be made 
available in quelling an incipient outbreak. 

PALACE OP MEXICO, 

The palace, as shown by the accompanying plan, 
was provided witli loopholes for infantry and em-
brasures for cannon, but in the disturbance which 
followed there was nothing to indicate tha t artiUery 
v.as })laced thurc. In the construction of the other 
buikliiigs of t ie capital there was no provision made 
Wn' thcir defcnce savo that aftbrded by the thick walls, 
hea \y baricd doors, and stronsf shutters and iron bars 
of tlie windows;^^ but these were common to most 

*Sigiienza y fldiigora, Carta, MS., 49, summarizes this condition of aØairs 
ns tlie •culpahili^inio dcscuido con que vivimos entre tanta pleue al mismo 
tieuipo quc presumimud de fonuidables.' 
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Spanish houses, and of course ineffectaal against tho 
attacks of a mob, unless a strong armed force were 
staticmed within. 

Al thoagh the greater portion of the dweUings with 
their massive w^alls of stone or adobe, their tiled roofs, 
and solid doors, afforded some protection for life and 
property in the event of a riot, the immense quantity 
of merchandise contained in the stalls situated in the 
main plaza Iiad no such protection. Here were built 
without order two hundred and eighty light wooden 
structures, styled cajones, in which native and foreign 
warcs of all descriptions wcre sold. Among them 
and scattered over other portions of the public square 
were numberless booths of canes and rushes, for the 
sale of fruit, vegetables, and provisions, giving to this 
plaza, wliich w âs one of the finest in the world, the 
appearance of an irregular village of huts. 

In 1658 several of the stalls were clestroyed by fire, 
and during the confusion which ensued many were 
plundered. In the following year orders were givcii 
for the plaza to be cleared of both stalls and booths,^ 
but the danger froin fire and thieves being quickly 
forgotten, they were soon restored to their former 
location. Later the attention of the authorities was 
called to the danger to which this collection of un-
guarded inflammable strustures was exposed, but w4th 
their usual apathy they paid no heed to the matter 
until a second and greater disaster compelled the ap-
plication of a permanent remedy, 

Such was the condition of the capital in the begin-
ning of June 1692, Though the scarcity of grain still 
continued, íhe careful distribution of the supply daily 
received at the public granary sufficed to keep star-
vation from the city. The natives, however, daily 
grew bolder and more insolent, and awaited but a 
prctcxt to revolt, encouraged, as they were, by the 

* The stalls were removed to the Plazuela del Marqués which opens into 
the main plaza, and the booths to the Plazuela de la Universidad. Dicc. 
Unic, V. 737. 
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inaction of the authorities which they construed into 
fear,^ 

The desired opportunity soon arrived, On Friday 
June 7th the corn at the public granarj'^ gave out at 
six o'clock in the evening, whereupon several native 
women who remained to be served, gave vent to their 
disappointment in shrill outcries and insulting epithets. 
On the following day they were still more disorderly, 
shouting, fighting, pushing, and crowding eacli other, 
so as to make it impossible for the officers to proceed 
with the distribution, Taking advantage of this con-
fusion, several attempted to help themselves to corn, 
whereupon one of the officials, finding peaceful meas-
ures ineffectual, seized a whip, and by laying it on 
right and left succeeded in driving them back. In a 
few minutes, however, they surged forward again, 
headed by one more daring than the rest. The offi-
cial again made use of his whip, and seizing a cane 
rained a shower of blows on the head and shoulders 
of the leader and her companions. Exasperated by 
this treatment, some of them seized their leader, and 
raising her on their shoulders rushed out of the gran-
ary, whence, followed by nearly two hundred of their 
companions, they hastened across the plaza to the 
palace of the archbishop and demanded to see him. 
The attendants refused, but listened to their com-
plaints, consoled them as best the}'' could, and dis-
missed them. Not content with this reception, the 
crowd, still carrying the injured woman, proceeded to 
tlie viceregal palace, filling its lower corridors and 
clamoring for an interview with the viceroy. On 
being told that Iie was absent, they tried to force 
their way into the viceregal apartments, but were 
pushed back by the guards. Thereupon they returned 
to the archiepiscopal palace, not a single man having 
joined them thus far, and were met by the primate. 

^ In the public granary the Indian women were sometimes served before a 
Spaniard, and this confirmed the natives in their beUef that the authorities 
were afraidof them. Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 42. 
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To him they repeated their complaints, adding that 
the injured woman had just died. Through an inter-
preter he sought to pacify them, and despatched a 
messenger to the granary officials, requesting that 

•̂ í̂ the Indians should in future be treated with more 
?^"^î consideration. After another fruitless attempt to 
'*̂ , obtain an interview with the viceroy, the tumult 
^̂  rj ended for that day.* 
0% On the return of the viceroy in the evening he gave 

orders that in future an oidor should be present dur-
ing the distribution of corn, for to a lack of system in 
this matter the outbreak was attributed, Instruc-
tions were also issued to the captain of the palace 
guard to take every precaution to prevent any repeti-
tion of the disturbance. Pikes were to be made 
ready, ammunition to be distributed to the troops, 
and all fire-arms to be kept loaded.^ No uproar oc-
curred during the night, nor does any ajttempt appear 
to have been made by the authorities to ascertain the 
state of affairs in the native w^ards or among the sara-
mullos. On the following day, the 8th of June,^" the 
native women appeared as usual at the public granary, 
and with the exception of pushing and crowding in 
their attempt to gain the foremost place, the presence 

' A somewhat diflerent version of this affair is given in the Carta de un 
Rdigioso, 315. There it is stated that but one visit was made to the arch-
bishop, who advised that one or two of them should go and Uy the matter 
before the viceroy, but that his counsel was disregarded, and the women dis-
persed to their bomes. This author, however, was a i-ecluse friar, and, 
although a contemporaneous writer, deríved his information from others, 
whUe Sigiienza y Gôngora, whose version I have adopted, was a prominent 
man, on intimate terms with the viceroy and other goverament oíScials, and 
one of the most celebrated wiiters of the períod. 

•According to the Carta^de un ReUgioso, 315-16, previously cited, the 
viceroy upon learning of the occurrence immedUtely sent for the corregidor, 
whom he ordered to investigate the compUints, and severely punish tlie dis-
tríbutors of com. The corregidor, however, soon returned decUring that the 
charges of the Indian women against the oflicials at the granary were false, 
nothing unusual having occurred there duríng the day, Reassiu-ed by this 
statement and the opinion of several gentlemen that it was only a dranken 
aflãir of tho natives, the viceroy contented himself with ordering that an 
officUl of hU own selection should superintend the dUtríbution on the fol-
lowing day, 

i^Cavo, Tres Siglos, u. 81, erroneously gives June 9th as the date, and 
Zamacois, Hiist. Mex., v. 458, x. 1362, that of Jime 18th. This latter, how-
ever, though occurring in two different pUces, is evidently a mUprint. 

n!t.N 
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of the oidor prevented a repetition of the previous dis-
order, During the early hours quiet reigned through-
out the city, and the authorities, fearing no danger, 
neglected to take further precautions, 

The viceroy, however, was ill at ease. Leaving his 
breakfast untouched, he repaired to the convent of 
Santo Domingo to hear mass, and his appearance was 
greeted with a murmur of disapproval by the assem-
bled worshippers, who regarded him as the cause of 
.their present sufferings. About four o'clock in the 
afternoon he attended service at the Augustine con-
vent, and thence proceeded, as was his custom, to 
the convent of San Francisco. The usual procession 
ended, he entered the convent to converse with the 
friars, when suddenly the sound of tumult, accom-
panied by the report of fire-arms, was heard. The 
viceroy started up to go to the palace, but in this he 
was prevented by his few attendants, and by the 
friars, wjio, gathering about him, represented the 
danger of such an attempt, the streets being already 
filled with excited natives, who with loud cries were 
hurrying from all quarters toward the plaza. 

But five hundred fanegas of corn were received at 
the public granary on this day, and bj'̂  five o'clock in 
the afternoon the supply was exhausted, while there 
were still many to be served. This caused a great 
com,motion among the native women, during which 
one of them fell to the ground, whether intentionally 
is not known, and was trampled upon and injured by 
her companions. 

II 

The rôle of the previous day is again performed,'but 
with more fatal results. The injured woman is placed 
on the back of an Indian, who runs with her to the 
baratillo, and thence, having been joined by a number 
of the saramullas, to the palace of the archbishop, the 
crowd following with wild cries and shouts of rage. 
A demand to see the archbishop is again made, and is 
again denied by the attendani^, whereupori they are 

^îtí 



great 

THE SOLDIERY DEFEATED, 239 

assailed with the vilest language. Grov/ing impatient 
at the non-appearance of the archbishop the constantly 
increasing mob proceeds across the plaza to the vice-
regal palace, the women taking up a position at the 
corners of the streets." Then they begin to abuse 
the viceroy in set terms, and to throw stones at the 
balcony of the viceregal apartments, which are soon 
destroyed. After some delay a dozen or more of the 
guard appear, and joined by an equal number of vol-
unteers charge the rioters, now mustering about two 
hundred. The latter fly for réfuge to the stalls and 
the cathedral cemetery, but being reénforced rally 
and drive back their assailants. A few of the guard 
ascend to the roof and fire blank catridges. This of 
course only emboldens the rioters, who answer with 
shouts of derision and volleys of stones. 

As the first party return from their charge, driven 
back by overwhelming numbers, a squad of soldiers 
come forward, and are joined by the count of Santiago 
and a few other gentlemen; but the rioters are now 
assembled in such force that the troops are compelled 
again to retire, I t is then resolved to close the 
palace doors, which is done with such haste that two 
or three of the guard are shut out, and are seized and 
torn in pieces." A shout of triumph arises from the 

' 'Robles, Diarío, u, 88, in his account of the events which led to the 
outbreak makes no mention of the disturbance of the 7th, and in regard to that 
of the 8th states that the attendants of the archbishop sent them to the vice-
regal palace, whence they were driven away by the guard. For the reasons 
already stated preference is given to the vei-sion of Sigiienza y Gôngora, which 
is, with few exceptions, followed for this and all subsequent events reUting 
to these troubles. According to the Carta de un Religioso, the archbishop 
appeared and denied that they had any cause to complain against the viceroy, 
whose every effort was directed to maintain the supply of grain. 

'^Robles, Diario, u. 88-9, states that by the advice of the attendants at 
the archiepiscopal palace the Indians proceeded to the viceregal palace whence, 
having been refused admittance by the guard, they went to their homes, with 
the exception of some twenty who persisted on entering, and the guai-d continu-
ing to oppose them they began to storm the palace doors and balconies, The 
ensign with nine soldiers charged and drove back the ríoters, now reenforced 
by over two hundred, but was compelled to retreat with the loss of twomen, 
The doors were then closed, According to the Carta de un Religioso, the 
captain of the guard led three charges, being severely wounded in the third 
by a blow from a stone. I t is there stated that the Indians had bows and 
arrows, blunderbusses, pistols, and knives, and that their intention was to set 
fire to the palace, and rob the royal treasury. 
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crowd, now numbering ten thousand," "Death to 
the viceroy and corregidor," they cry, "death to those 
who have all the corn and are kiUing us with hunger!" 
I t is half past six; and though thirty minutes have 
scarcely elapsed since the beginning of hostilities, the 
plaza is filled with the populace. Eager for plunder 
they join in the cries against the government, shout-
ing, "Death to the viceroy and all who defend him!" 
while the echo from hundreds swells the uproar, 
"Death to the Spaniards and gachupines who are 
eating our corn!"^* 

A t this juncture the archbishop approaches on foot 
with uplifted cross, and surrounded by his attendants. 
Little regard is shown him, however, for his coach-
man, who was sent on before^ is knocked from his 
seat by a stone, and missiles begin to fall so thickly 
that the primate and his companions are glad to make 
good their escape. The guards in the palace make no 
further attempt to disperse the rioters. After some 
thirty shots from the roof, firing ceases; for not only 
are many of the soldiers disabled, but their ammuni-
tion is exhausted. 

The rioters continue to storm the palace, but find-
ing that little harm is done they resolve to burn it 
down, no longer fearing those within, The booths in 
the plaza afford an abundance of combustible material, 
and dry rushes and reeds are soon heaped against the 
wooden doors and set ablaze. The city hall is also 
fired; and while some are thus engaged, others seize 
the coach of the corregidor, whose residence forms a 
portion of that building, set fire to it, and with the 
mules attached drive it in triumph around the plaza, 
finally killing the wildly affrighted animals. The cor-
regidor and his wife are fortunately absent; else their 

^'This sudden increase in the numbers of the mob, from 200 to 10,000, U 
accounted for by the fact that the plaza could be reached within less than 
half an hour from all parts of the city, 

^* According to Robles, at the first aUrm most of the Spaniards shut them-
selves up in their houses, whence butfew issued tiU the ríot was over. Diario, 
ii. 90. SigUenza y Gôngora faiU to account for this lack of courage on the 
part of his countrymen. 

• Vú m 
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lives were lost. The opportunity for plunder sought 
for by the saramullos has arrived. With the excep-
tion of the burning of the gallows, also situated in 
the plaza, none of the lower classes appear to have 
taken part with the natives in the work of destruc-
tion, but there is little doubt that they were the 
chief instigators in the matter. Almost simulta-
neously with the burning of the palace the adjacent 
stalls are set on fire. 

And now follows a scene which no pen can fully 
describe. I t is between seven and eight o'clock, and 
the spacious plaza is made as light as day by the con-
flagration. FiIIing the plaza and adjoining streets, 
the maddened populace may be seen surging to and 
fro in dense masses like an angry sea, and above the 
roar of the flames rise hoarse shouts of exultation 
as the work of destruction goes on. Few Spaniards 
are visible, From the palace corridors, w îth despair-
ing form and features, the archbishop and his attend-
ants gaze in silence, while on the outskirts of the 
plaza groups of citizens watch in speechless terror the 
progress of the conflagration, Suddenly the cry is 
raised, " To the staUs!" " To the stalls!" and the hu-
man sea surges in that direction. The places where 
hardware was sold are first attacked, and knives, 
machetes, and iron bars secured, the last named for 
defense as well as for breaking open doors. And now 
let chaos come; innocent and guilty, friend and foe, 
are one; robbery and rape, fire and blood; the people 
have become raving maniacs! As fast as the houses 
are broken open and robbed the torch is applied. 
Gradually the infuriated yells sink to a low murderous 
hum of voices, interrupted only by the crash of falling 
buildings. Bapidly the flames spread, and by the 
lurid light may be seen the dusky forms of the rioters; 
flitting in and out and among the buildings, or disap-
pearing in the darkness laden with plunder. 

A singular phase of riot and robbery now presents 
itself Among the rabble are many owners of stalls 
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who dare not openly protect their property, yet are 
unable to witness its loss with indifference. Merchants 
3'esterday they are robbers now, and may as w êll rob 
themselves as be robbed by their comrades, So they 
join in the attack on their own stalls, being some-
times the first to enter, and if possible to seize and 
carry to a place of safety some of their own effects, 
Others, affecting an air of resignation, encourage the 
pillage of their stalls, and then stealthily follow the 
plunderer and relieve him of his load by a sudden 
blow or deadly thrust, Many of the rioters are run 
through at the entrance to the streets by the groups 
of exasperated Spaniards, as they are tauntingly 
defied by the passing rabble, and not a few perish in 
the flames, 

While the many are thus engaged, a few hasten to 
the palace of the marqués del Valle, to fire it, The 
flames have reached the balconies, when the treas-
nrer of the cathedral, Manuel de Escalante y Men-
doza, arrives accompanied by a few ecclesiastics, and 
hearing the uncovered host, AII other means proving 
unavailing, this pious proceeding is adopted, in the 
hope of saving the city. Exhortations accompany the 
act of elevating; and finally a number of the more re-
ligious rascals temporarily extinguish the flames in the 
palace of the marqués. Here, however, their for-
bearance ceases, for they at once hurry away to join 
their companions in the work of plunder elsewhere. 
'•To add to the solemn terror of the occasion all the 
ÎDelIs begin to ring, but it is the call to prayers, and 
not to arms. FoIIowing the example of the cathe-
dral treasurer, the religious orders next appear march-
ing in procession, with uplifted crosses and solemn 
chants. Their efforts, however, avail but little; they 
are greeted with a shower of stones, and dispersed; 
and although singly or in groups they continue their 
exhortations in different parts of the plaza, the rioters 
disregard them, or reply with jeers. 

These exciting events have occupied but a short 

llílíii 
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time, for it is yet hardly nine, and the plaza, which 
for the last three hours has been thronged with the 
canaille of the capital, is fast becoming deserted, The 
rioters have for the most part retired w ith their plun-
der, and among the few that remain the religious still 
continue their fruitless exhortations, Despite the 
efforts of the guard and those of the few citizens who 
have ventured to show themselves, the flre in the 
viceregal palace and city hall still burns, and the stalls 
and booths are one mass of flames, 

A t this juncture the count of Santiago with a num-
ber of armed citizens, collected by order of the vice-
roy, appear in the plaza and open fire on the crowd, 
but are induced to stop by the religious, wdio declare 
that many innocent persons will thus be slain. As 
there is nothing further to be feared from the people 
remaining in the plaza, the citizens direct their efforts 
to subduing the flaines. With the aid of the prison-
ers from the palace jail,^^ who have barely escaped 
with their owm lives, and of the inmates of the vice-
regal palace who are forgotten by the mob while intent 
on plundering the stalls, everything of value in the 
viceregal apartments is saved, and the females of the 
household are conveyed in safety through the plaza to 
the palace of the archbishop. Prominent among those 
to W'hose energy and presence of mind the saving of 
many valuable papers is due, is Cárlos de Sigiienza 
y G6ngora. Entering the plaza before the flames are 
kindled, he remains throughout the disturbance, ac-
companying the bishop on his mission of peace, and 
later the cathedral treasurer; then helping to fight 
the fire in the viceregal palace, where he personally 
rescues important archives, and finally repairing to the 
city hall in time to snatch from the flames a portion 
of the cabildo records, 

The riot ŵ as now virtually at an end, and additional 
Ø' 

'̂  In consideration of their services the pnsoners were all pardoned. Sigû-
enza y Gtíngora, Carta, 2^IS., 70-1; Cai'O, TresSiglos, ii. 81-2. Robles, Diario, 

,Uft ii. 93-4, bays simply that prisoners escaped. 

'r''^. 
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assistance arriving, the further progress of the fire was 
checked, although it continued to burn fiercely until 
the following Tuesday. Meanwhile the viceroy was 
still at the Franciscan convent. A t the first alarm 
the doors of the building were closed, and nothing 
could induce the terrified inmates to open them, except 
for the admission of the countess, whose absence had 
been an additional cause of anxiety, Early in the day 
she had set out on a visit to the gardens of San 
Cosme, and was already returning when the outbreak 
occurred. Upon nearing the plaza the coachman 
seeing the disturbance turned back and drove hurriedly 
to tlie convent, where the countess arrived without 
mishap. As the riot progressed several persons 
knocked at the doors for admission, but the friars 
fearing for the safety of the viceroy and countess re-
fused all admission. Later in the evening several 
prominent persons came to offer their services to Galve 
and were admitted. 

Informed of the condition of affairs he immediately 
issued such orders as seemed necessary under the cir-
cumstances. As we have seen, the count of Santiago 
with another official was ordered to summon the citi-
zens and disperse the rioters; the regidor Juan Aguirre 
de Espinosa received instructions to proceed without 
delay to the province of Chalco, seize all the corn he 
could find, and forward it to the city, so that it should 
arrive by morning; another commissioner was sent to 
meet the mule train with corn from Celaya, and bring 
it with all possible speed into the city; all the bakers 
were notified to make three times the usual quantity 
of bread, and the butchers and fruit and vegetable 
dealers were enjoined to provide full supplies for the 
following day, Next the viceroy despatched couriers 
to Puebla and other principal towns to warn the au-
thorities, lest the example of the natives in the capital 
should be followed elsewhere, 

Armed citizens patrolled the streets in the Spanish 
quarters during the remainder of the night, but no 
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further disturbance occurred. The sun rose upon a 
mass of'smouldering ruins in the plaza, while the 
bodies of the dead lay scattered here and there among 
the various articles of plunder dropped by the rioters 
in their hasty flight. The greater portion of the vice-
regal palace was destroyed, as were the halls of the 
audiencia, the jaU, and several government offices, 
containing many valuable documents. The city hall 
was almost in ruins, and with it perished the greater 
part of its archives. The pubUc granary and the ad-
joining buildings also suffered; and but forthe timely 
efforts of the cathedral treasurer the fire would have 
extended not only to the residence of the marqués del 
Valle, but also to the archiepiscopal palace and ca-
thedral. The loss of property caused by this outbreak 
was estimated at three million pesos. The number of 
lives lost did not exceed fifty, and was possibly not so 
great; nor is there any evidence to show that except-
ing the two or three victims among the palace guard, 
a single Spaniard was seriously injured.^" 

On Monday morning the viceroy and countess, ac-
companied by the chief authorities, over two hundred 
mounted gentlemen, and an immense number of the 
populace, set forth from the Franciscan convent for 
the plaza, being joined on the way by the archbishop. 
Having reached the spot the procession marched 
around it in order that the viceroy and countess might 
view the ruins, and then proceeded to the palace of 
the marqués del Valle, where Galve temporarily took 
up his residence. 

There was stiU much apprehension lest the Indians 
should return, and this was increased by the discovery 

^•Some contemporary authoríties have affirmed that the Tndiana were pro-
YÍded with aU kinds of weapons, but the surprisingly smaU number of victims 
smong the Spaniards, and the statements of other authoríties, one an eye-
witness of these events, refute these assertions. Other wríters have also 
sought to give to thU outbreak of the natives a more seríous character, that 
of a premeditated attempt to throw off the Spanish yoke, but it U only too 
evident from their own accounts of the ríot, which agree essentUUy with the 
facts here given, that they seek to draw attention from the culpable negli-
gence of the authoríties. Sigiienzay Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 41-4, 48-9; Carta 
de un Rdigioso, 317, 320, 331-3; Robles, Diario, u. 97, 
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that the native ward of Santiago Tlaltelulco was 
deserted, The most active measures were therefore 
taken to prevent another uprising, and for the arrest 
and punishment of the rioters, and the recovery of 
the stolen property. Orders were issued fpr the 
immediate enrolment of all citizens. Several compa-
nies of infantry and cavalry were organized, two of 
the latter at the expense of the royal treasury.*' For 
several days the troops patrolled the streets; and, 
although save a few false alarms everything remained 
quiet, the stores and schools continued closed, and for 
three days no church bells were rung nor service held.̂ ^ 
The saramullos were to be feared, however, no less 
than the natives, and their contempt for the author-
ities was expressed by posting, during the night, in 
conspicuous places, pasquinades ridiculing them for 
their want of courage and energy,^^ 

Great care was now taken that the supply of grain 
should not fail; and although for a time there was oc-
casional evidence of scarcity, within two months the 
weight of bread, which a short time before the begin-
ning of the riot had been reduced to seven ounces, was 
increased first to ten and finally to fourteen ounces 20 

íl' 

^^Bobles, Diario, u, 95-6, 99, says eight companies of cavalry, besides 
two of muUttoes and two of negroes. A commercial battalion and a company 
of negroes are fuentioned in Carta de un ReUgioso, 329-30, and Sig enza y Gôn-
gora, Carta, MS., 76, mentions two companies of cavalry only. 

^̂  On June 9th, and again two days Uter, considerable fríght was caused 
by the report that a body of armed IndUns were entering the city. A 
reconoissance, however, showed that there was no cause for alarm, Robles, 
Diario, ii. 98-9. 

'* On the moming of the 9th two pasquinades were found, one fastened 
to the walls of the paUce, one of which read, ' Este corral se alquiU para 
gallos de U tierra y gallinas de CastiIU;' the other, ' Représentase U comedU 
famosa de Peor está que estabá.' Robles, Diario, ii. 96-7, 

^During July the retailing of grain was forbidden by both government 
and church, Robles, Diario, ii. 103. According to Sigiienza y Gôngora, Carta, 
MS., 76-7, on the 9th the viceroy ordered that the whole supply of grain 
should be distríbuted gratis among the popuUce. Meanwhile a vigorous 
search had been made for the plunder, and resulted in the recovery of a Urge' 
portion of it, and the arrest of many natives in whose poBsession it was found, 
Most of the clothing, dry goods, and other articles stolen from the stalls 
was, however, found during subsequent days lying on the streets, where 
it had been thrown duríng the night, in all probability by the saramullos, 
fqr few of them appear to have been arrested, By Tuesday, goods to the 
value of 70,000 pesos had been recovered and returaed to the owners. Robles, 
Diario, ii. 98-9. 
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Although the saramullos took part in the pillage 
of the stalls, if not iii setting fire to the viceroy's pal-
ace, they for the most part escaped punishment, the 
principal victims being natives. The first execution 
took place on the l l t h of June. Three Indians, taken 
in the act of setting fire to the palace,^^ were shot in 
the plaza under the gallows, erected in place of the 
one destroyed; and in the afternoon their hands were 
cut off, and some nailed to the gallows, and others to 
the door-posts of the palace. Between this date and 
the twenty-first of the following August thirty-six 
Indians of both sexes and a few mestizos were pub-
licly whipped, and eleven natives and one mestizo 
were hanged. A Spaniard who took part in the riot, 
and died of his wounds in hospital, was exposed on 
the gibbet. The last one put to death was a lame 
Indian, who was beUeved to have been the captain 
of the rioters.'^^ 

A few days later news was received in the capital 
of an Indian revolt at Tlascala.^^ The outbreak had 
taken place on the previous Sa,turday, that being the 
usual market-day, on which the inhabitants of the 
surrounding country repaired to the city to purchase 

^̂  Four were captured, but one had died on the night of the lOth, either 
from poison self-administered or from ill-treatment. Sig enza y Gôngora, 
Carta, MS., 78, says he committed suicide, but Robles, Diario, ii. 98, states 
'pero uno se matô antes con veneno, segun se dijo entonces, y parece que del 
maltrato que le dieron.' 

^^Robles, D'iario, ii. 98-106. Sigiienza y Gôngora, Carta, MS., 78, v.rit-
ing August 30th of this year, says that besides the three who were shot, fivo 
or six were hanged and one bumed; and that a few days afterward many were 
whipped, while others were detained in prison awaiting trial. In the Cart'i 
de un Religioso, i t is stated that the four Indians captured at the palace w ero 
executed on Monday thc 9th, and mention is made of the other executions. 
Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 82, says that eight of the populace who were found t a 
have beeu implicated in the outbreak -were executed, and many others con-
demned to be whipped. He is indorsed by Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 275. Tho 
statements of Robles are to be preferred in this instance, as he gives from day 
to day the more important events of this period. Various decrees were issued 
reUting to the conduct of the natives. On June lOth they were forbiddeii 
under penalty of death to coUect on the streets in groups of more than five; 
two days later all those residing in the Spanish quarter were ordered to re-
move to the native wards, but this ordinance does not appear to have been 
obeyed until the I5th, when i t was repeated. 

^ O n the 16th of June, during the absence of the govemor and priiîcipal 
lords of Tlascala, who had repaired to the capital to tender their services. 
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provisions. The load of maize was then worth five 
pesos, but the natives from two adjoining towns de-
manded that it should be sold for less, whereupon the 
alcalde mayor, Fernando de Bustamante, finaUy con-
sented to make a reduction of one peso, This, how-
ever, did not pacify them, and they immediately seized 
upon the maize lying in the plaza, Without a suffi-
cient force to support his authority, the alcalde mayor 
knew that it would be vain to oppose them, and they 
were allowed to carry off the maize unmolested. 
About midday, however, noting an increasing excite-
ment among the natives, and fearing an outbreak sim-
ilar to the one in the capital, he caused a drum to be 
beaten in the streets as a signal for the Spaniards to 
muster at the city hall. I t was now tw o o'clock, and 
but six Spaniards had answered the summons, w ĥen 
a large body of natives gathered around the building, 
and meeting with no opposition, set fire to it, The 
alcalde and his companions stood to their post until a 
reénforcement of twenty citizens enabled them to 
attack and disperse the rioters. Assistance soon ar-
rived from different points, including a company of 
cavalry from the capital. Order was restored, and 
the principal rioters punished; but during the dis-
turbance the greater part of the city hall was de-
stroyed, and one hundred natives and three Spaniards 
killed.^ 

Quiet was now restored^^ in the capital and through-
out the kingdom. On the 16th the cabildo met for 

**Sixty of theríoters were executed. Sigiienzay Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 80; 
Eobles, Diario, ii. 98-104. The Carta de un Religioso, 237, gives a some-
what different account. The scene of thc riot is placed at Santa Cruz, a 
native town of some 7,000 inhabitants, in the vicinity of Tlascala. The riot-
ers sought to kiU the alcalde mayor, who, however, escaped; the reUgious 
appeared with the host, but were stoned and compelled to take refuge in the 
cliurch; a force of 300 infantry and 100 cavalry was ordered from Vera Craz; 
and the Tlascalan Indians scnt a message to the viceroy protesting their inno-
cence, and offering to furaish 400 warriors. Cavo, Tres Siglos, makes no men-
tion of this affair. Rivera, Ccjh. Mex., L, gives an erroneous account. 

^' Robles, Diar'io, ii. 103, states that on Ju ly lOth intelligence was received 
a t the capital of a riot in Guadalajara, in which two oidores had been stoned. 
This, however, was no doubt a false rumor, as no further reference is made to 
i t , nor is it mentioned by any other authority. 
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the first time since the riot, but the sessions of the 
audiencia were not resumed until the 30th.^* On this 
latter date the viceroy made a full report to the crown 
of the riot and of *his subsequent measures, which were 
approved,^^ 

Habitual intoxication among the natives was justly 
regarded as one of the chief causes of the late out-
break, and the use or sale of pulque in the city 
was strictly forbidden, though the order was little 

^ '̂f'i regarded, and to deprive the natives of a beverage to 
the use of which they had been accustomed from 
childhood was a measure of doubtful policy,^^ On 
the 19th of July, the day on which the manufacture 

. and sale of the liquor was prohibited throughout New 
Spain under heavy penalties,^^ a mestizo was whipped 
in the capital for having in his possession a pitcher 
of pulque,^" In a few years, however, its use and sale 
were again permitted,^^ 

Neither stalls nor booths were again allowed to be 
erected in the plaza, and in their place a spacious 

^̂  The cabildo had selected as temporary council rooms the new hall of the 
public granary, and the audiencia occupied a portion of the palace. Parian, 
CoL Doc, 11-13, in Vurios Jmprcsos, i.; Robles, Diario, ii. 102. 

^^' Parian, CoL Doc, 14; Jiircra, Goh. Mex. i. 275. Galve suspended the 
captain of the palace guard and sent him to the fortress of Ulúa, pending the 
investigation of his conduct. This act caused no little surprise and comment, 
as his conduct on the evening of the riot was generally applauded. Carfa de 
un ReUgioso, 388-9. Moreover it was reinarked that during the riot the vice-
roy had remained securely guarded within the walls of a convent. The cap-
tain was reinstated. Rohles, Diario, ii. 96, 100. 

'^^ The viceroy had prcviously written to the king in regard to its evil 
effects, but nothing appears to have been done. Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, 
MS., 78. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 82-3, believes that a book written about thU 
time on the evils caused by the excessive use of pulque was due to the influ-
ence of Viceroy Galve. See also Rohles, Diario, ii. 96-7. 

'̂ ^ The penalty for Spaniards was 200 pesos, and for Indians, whipping and 
hard labor. Robles, Diario, ii. 103-4. 

'" During August the use of mattings in the plaza was prohibited, and on 
the 15th of this month all roofs composed of shingles were ordered to be re-
moved within 24 hours. AII natives were forbidden to appear in the streets 
of the capital after dark; and a few days later they were forbidden to wear 
shoes or cloaks. IMestizos were compelled to present themselves, and were 
not allowed to carry swords. Robles, D'iario, ii. 103-4. According to Cavo, 
Tres Siglos, ii. 82, the Indians were compelled to cut off their forelock, and 
thereafter to conform to the native custom in the manner of wearing their hair 
and dress. 

31 The baratUIo was not finally abolished until 1696. Cédvias Reaies, MS,, 
n. 173. 
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stone building was begun in 1695, and, with the ex-
ception of certain parts of its interior, finished in 
1703. I t was first called the Alcaicería de la Plaza 
Mayor, because built after the manner of the raw 
silk market in Manila. I ts name was soon afterward 
changed to the Parian.^'^ 

During the next year nothing worthy of note 
occurred in the capital.^^ In 1693 the rebuilding of 
the palace was begun, and in course of time this 
structure assumed magnificent proportions. Although 
occupied in 1697 by Viceroy Montezuma, it was not 
completed until nearly a hundred years later.^ 

About the end of the eighteenth century the palace 
is described as a magnificent building, covering four 
squares, and exceeding in extent the largest building 
in Madrid. I t had a handsome fa^ade, and within 
were three courtyards, each communicating with the 
other. Facing the largest of the three were situated 
the halls of the audiencia, with all its offices, and those 
6f the other tribunals. This was called the palace 
court to distinguish it from the others, and a fountain, 
whose central figure was a bronzo horse, occupied its 
center. Here also was the principal entrance to the 
palace. Adjoining this court was that on which the 
viceregal apartments faced, a series of spacious rooms 
occupying the upper portion of ^he building and 

M» 

'^ So called because its interíor resembled t>'.at of the oríental bazaar, In 
1703 the building, with 98 stalls, was compl jted, at a cost of 97,652 pesos; 
betwéen 1757 and 1794 83 more were added, making in aU 181 stalU, and the 
total cost of the buUding 141,570 pesos, Fxtrian, CoL Doc, 1-2, 22, 49; 
Dicc Univ., V. 738-9. 

" The maintenance of order in the city was henceforth assured by the or-
ganUation of two regiments of miUtia. No'iwithstanding the frequent orders 
of the crown, the two cavalry companies ii rmed on the 9th of June and sup-
ported by the royal treasury were not aboli »hed until the end of 1696. Parian, 
CoL Doc, 13-16. The final decree abolis^ing them was dated Oct. 9,1696. 

8* Work on the paUce was begun abou* the middle of Febraary under the 
direction of Fray Diego de Valverde, a i Augustine friar. Robles, Diario, ii. 
125-6. During the administratiou of V' jeroy Galve the sum of 195,644 pesos 
was expended in the work. In futur'' administrations approprUtions of a 
greater or less amount were made, tí ja.t during the rale of Viceroy Flores, 
1787-9, being the last. According to in offîcUI report made in 1792 by order 
of Viceroy RevUU Gigedo, the total ar lount expended in its reconstraction 
was 781,607 pesos. Almnan, Disert. 1 fist. Mex., iii. app. 100-2. 

1- ' • 
í . . 



N E W MEXICAN MATTERS. 251 
tî-

1 iii f ronting on t he main plaza. I n t h e rear of th i s was 
. 'åii situated the third court, occupied by the quarters of 

^^' J î t h e palace guard . A series of spacious apa r tmen t s 
n̂râ;,| also fronted on t h e plazuela del Volador ; and besides 

t h e mint , a separa te building within t h e palace walls, 
} ^W.: there was an extensive garden for the recreation of 
'Qiidiij.-f the viceroys.^ 

Though the scarcity of grain continued during the 
three following years, it was only in a slight degree 
and for brief periods; but in 1696 the danger of famine 
was so great that another outbreak was threatened, 
and was prevented only by the most energetic meas-
ures.^° 

During Galve's rule the province of New Mexico 
was reconquered after a series of attempts extending 
over a period of nearly fourteen years, In August 
1680 this territory was the scene of the most serious 
revolt that had occurred since the conquest of Mexico, 
AII was arranged for a given day throughout the ter-
ritory, Four hundred Spaniards, including tw enty-
five Franciscan friars, were slaughtered by the natives, 
and the survivors compelled to abandon the province, 
During subsequent years numerous expeditipns were 
sent out by the successive governors to reoccupy it, 
but notwithstanding the quarrels among themselves 
the natives successfully resisted all attempts to sub-
jugate them until 1694, 

In 1692 an expedition recaptured without blood-

'^EstreUa, xxvi. 264-7, 278-9. 
'^Robles, Diario, u. 130-71. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 84-5, states that in 

1694, owing to the great scarcity, an epidemic appeared which carríed off 
thousands of the people. Lorenzana, HiHt. N. Spain, 28, and Panes, Vircycs, 
MS., also speak of a pestilence in this year, which they imply was a divine 

Î
)unishment visited on the ríoters. I am disposed to reject these statements; 
or Robles, whose Diario is a diary of the important events of this period, 

makes no mention of any pestilence between 1692 and 1696, excepting an 

parish 
vera, Diario. 75. This latter authority calls this event ' a horrible pestilcnce, 
. . . attributed to the prohibition of pulque.' Carlos María Bustamante was 
the editor of this work, as also that of Cavo, Tres Siglos, both of which con-
tain many interpoUtions, and the connection between the above absurd 
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shed the capital of New Mexico, and received the 
submission of several other towns. In 1696 another 
revolt occurred, in which five missionaries and twenty 
colonists lost their lives and many towns were aban-
doned, but before the end of the year quiet was re-
stored. Henceforth the natives continued submissive 
to Spanish rule.^^ 

Owing to ill-health the viceroy had several times 
asked to be relieved, and his petition was finaUy 
granted in July of 1695. He left Mexico City on 
the lOth of May of the following year, and died soon 
after his arrivaí in Spain. His justice, moderation, 
zeal, and ability won for him the esteem of the people 
and the approval of the crown. A t his residencia the 
oidor Charcon brought thirty charges against him, 
but failing to prove them was banished from the city.^ 

Prominent among noted Mexicans of colonial times stands Cárlos de Sig-
fienza y Gôngora, a man of learning and varied attainments. A native of the 
capital, where he was bom in 1645, he inherited his taste for study from his 
father, Cárlos de Sig enza, a man of superior intelligence who had in his 
native country been instractor to the prince Don Baltazar Cárlos. At an 
early age he gave indications of possessing talents of a high order, and at 
Beventeen such was the proficiency which he had attained in literature, 
mathematics, physics, and astronomy, that in Mexico, a country then almost 
void of educational facilities, he was regarded as a prodigy. This drew upon 
him the attention of the Jesuits, in whose order a t that time centred the 
leaming of Xew Spain. Seduced by the wiles of these crafty fathers, as 
Bome authors assert, Sigiienza, after a novitiate of less than two years at the 
college of Tepotzotlan, took his first vows on the fifteenth of August 1662. 
Under the instraction of the Jesuits, which at this period produced a CU-
vigero and an Alegre, Sigiienza continued his studies, perfecting himself in the 
classics, and acquiring the superior literary judgment and taste for archæolog-
ical studies which in later times added to his fame. After a few years' stay 
among the Jesuits, in his twentieth year he abandoned them and retired to 
the hospital of Amor de Dios inMexico City, of which he had been appointed 
chaplain. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 93, is the only author who gives any motive 

statement and that of Cavo, already cited, dispro^Tug the prohibition of 
mlque, is only too apparent. Besides, Robles, who derived his information 
rom the same source as the so-called R'ivera, Diario, makes no allusion to 

this fact. 
*' fíist. N. Mex. State.s, i. 374^5, this seríes. 
^Rohles, Diario, ú. 193-8, 214; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iU. 68; Ri-

vera, Gob. Mex., i. 278. 



SIGtJENZA Y GÔNGORA. 2.33 

for this act. He states that it was done at the instance of Sigûenza's father, 
Though his fame was now daily increasing and honors began to be showered 
upon him, nothing could induce him to leave his retirement. Cárlos H . 
appointed him royal cosmographer, and confirmed his appointment to the 
chair of mathematics in the University of Mexico. His fame even reached 
the court of Louis the Great, who vainly offered him appointments and pen-
sions. When not engaged in attending to his duties at the hospital, or in 
acts of charíty, his time was devotcd to study. 

AssocUted with the celebrated writer on ancient Mexican history, Ixtlil-
xochitl, Sigûenza perfected his knowledge of the language and history of the 
Aztecs. Ixtlilxochitl, at his death, left all his papers to Sigiieuza, as the 
person best fitted to write the history of his ancestors, and of whom he spoke 
as his ' fríend in the sciences and teacher in virtue. ' In 1693 he was commis-
sioned by Viceroy Galve to assist in the exploration of the gulf coast. He 
examined the coast as far as Mobile Bay, which he explored, as also that of 
Pensacola, and the mouth of the Mississippi River. Vetancvrt, Trat. Me.x., 
p. x; Granados, Tardes Amer., 414; Museo Mex., ii. 471-3. His report of 
this expedition was written upon his retum, under the title of Dc.-icripcion de 
la Baliía de Santa María de Galve, de la Mohila y rio de la Palizada tí Missis-
síppi, en la costa septentrional del Sciio Mexicano. A manuscript signed by 
Sigiienza, entitled Reconocimiento de la Bahia de Panzacola en Florida, prob-
ably the same as the foregoing, has been prcserved in the collection of the 
late Don José Femando Ramirez. His first published work was the Pri-
mavera Indiana, a sacred poem describing the apparition of our Lady of 
Guadalupe of Mexico. Beristain states that it appeared in 1662, and subse-
quently in 1668 and 1683, but Vetancurt, Tcatro Mcx., p. x, mentions the 
edition of IGG8 only. Between 1667 and 1682, two more poems of a sacred 
character were published, and in 1681 his celebrated Manifiesto filosofico con-
tra los cometas appeared. His theory was immediately attacked by three 
prominent scholars, among whom was the subsequently famous Jesuit mls-
BÍonary, Father Eusebio Kino, receutly arrived in Mexico. To this latter 
Sigiienza successfully replied with a pamphlet entitled Libra Astrontírnica, 
published in 1G90. To another, Martin de la Torre, a Flemish gentleman, he 
replied with his El Belorofonte Matemático, contra la quimera astroltígica de 
D. Martin de la Torre, which according to Beristain was never issued. In 
1684 the Parayso Occidental, was published. From 1690 to 1693, several 
works were printed treating of special historical subjects, and in 1693, the 
Mercurio Volante appeared, which was extended to four volumes, and was 
probably the first newspaper published in New Spain. His last work was El 
Oriental Planeta EvangeUco, which appeared in 1700, shortly after his death. 
The most valuable as well as the most numerous of his writings, however, 
were those he left in manuscript. Besides the papers of IxtUbcochitl, he pos-
sessed those of Chimalpain Pomar, Gutierrez de Santa Clara, and Zurita, all 
writers on antiquities excepting the last named. With the aid of these he 
pursued his researches in the language, origin, and history of the Aztecs, and 
the results of his labors were embodied in several volumes, among which 
were the A'iío Mexicano, Imperio Chichimeco, Fenix del Occidente, and Genea-
hgia de los Emperadores Mexicanos. Nicolás Antonio, Bib.-fíisp.Nova, i. 
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232, cites the Imperîo Ch chimeco, as Del Orígin de los Indios Mex'icanos; the 
Fenix del Occidente, as De la predicacion de ,Santo Tomas Apostol, these and 
the Ciclografia Mexicana and Mitologia Mexicana being the only works of 
Sigiienza mentioned. The most definite information we have of these works 
is from his friends and companions, Sebastian de Guzman y Côrdoba, and 
Vetancurt. 

Guzman, in the preface to SigUenza's Libra Astronomica, which he pub-
lished, says of the A'fío Mexicano, ' this book, though not large in body, has a 
gigantic soul, and Don Cárlos only could have given it being.' I t is a treatise 
on the Mexican system of chronology. Beginning with the deluge, by com-
paring the occurrences of eclipses and other events as recorded by both Aztecs 
and the nations of the old world, the historical epochs of the former were ad-
justed to the chronology of the latter. The Ciclografia Mexicana, also a 
manuscript, and devoted to the same subject, is cited by Nicolás Antonio, 
Pinelo, and other bibliographers as a distinct work, but I am disposed to re-
gard it with Beristaiu as another title of the same work. The Iwjxrio Chichi-
meco, according to Guzman, was a history of the different nations composing 
the Chichimec empire, their customs, religion, and political and military in-
stitutions; the knowledge of their system of chronology enabling the author 
to correct the errors of previous writers. The Fenix del Occidente, to which in 
modem times has also been given the title oîFenixdelaAmerica, was an attempt 
to prove that the apostle Saint Thomas had preached in New Spain, by iden-
tifying him with QuetzalcoatL Vetancurt, writing between 1692 and 1G98, 
mentionstheGeneologiadelosEmperadores Mexicanos. DelOrigendeloslndios 
Mexicanos, an account of the origin of tlie Toltecs, is mentioned by Vetancurt 
and Nicolás Antonio among Sigiienza's manuscripts, and the latter also cites the 
Mitologia Mexicana, or the Mexican gods compared with those of the ancient 
Romans, Greeks, and Egyptians, whose existence some authors are inclined 
to doubt, believing that the mythology of Torquemada is confounded with 
the Anotaciones críticas, á las obras de Bernal Diaz del CastiUo y de Fr. Juan 
de Torquemada, another manuscript by Sigiienza. Several other manuscripts 
on religion, politics, science, and biography are mentioned by the various 
bibliographers, the most complete list being given by Beristain, in his Bib. 
fíisp. Amer., IGO etseq. Pinelo, Epitome, ii. 581 et seq., gives the extensive 
list of Sigiienza's priuted and manuscript works, but it is far from complete, 
and the list of manuscripts is taken wholly from Vetancurt and X'̂ icolás An-
tonio. Among the other authorities who give lists more or less complete, 
chicfly compiktions or copies of the foregoiug, are Ortiz, Mex. Indep. y Lihre, 
192-7; MuseoMex., U. 471-9; Gallo, Homhres Ilus., ii. 351-52; Zamacois, IIisL 
M(^J., V. 490-1. Of all these valuable manuscripts but few now remain, and 
those are exceedingly rare. In the preface to his Parayso OccidentaL p. xiv, 
Sigûenza laments the want of means to publish his works, and fears that 
they ^vill die with him, a fear which was in part realized. At his death, 
which occurred at Mexico City August 22, 1700, he left to the Jesuits, besides 
his library, twenty-eight volumes of manuscripts. At the expulsion of this 
order in 17G7 they were transferred to the university of Mexico, where but 
some eight or nine volumes existed about the beginning of the present cen-
tury. Among the manuscripts which have survived the inexcusable neglect 
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of his countrymen, I have had the good fortnne to acquire the rare and valu-
able Fen'iz del Occidente, Anotaciones Criticas, and Aboroto y Motin de los In-
dios de Mexico. This last is a full and detailed accoimt of the memorable 
riot in Mexico City of the 8th of June 1692, written in the form of a letter to 
the Spanish admiral, Andrés de Pez, with permission for its publication. It 
consists of eighty closely written folio pages, in the author's graceful style, 
and with what appears to be his autograph signature. This was never pub 
lished, and is now quoted for the first time. No mention of it is to be found 
in any of the existing works on bibliography. 

Sig enza counted among his friends all the prominent persons of his time 
who were attracted to him no less by his modesty and other qualities of heart 
than by those of his superior mind. One of these was the celebrated Mexi-
can poetess Sor Juana Inés de U Craz; and on her death, in 1695, he wrote 
her eulogy. Gemelli Careri sought his friendship, and in his Giro dd Mvndo 
has acknowledged the assistance generously given him, and paid a just trib-
ute to the genius of Sigiienza. His countrymen showed their appreciation of 
his services and their sorrow for his death by a magnificent funeral and gen-
eral mouming, but no fitting tribute has otherwise been paid to the memory 
of this benefactor of his race. 

etjiw 

'̂  s i ^ ^ 



' ' * " • *~'~~~™~-"~~— 'i - • - • m • r ' 

CHAPTER XIV. 

VICEROYS M O N T A N E Z A N D M O N T E Z X J M A . 

1696-1701. 

MoRE INSURRECTIONS IN THE CAPITAL—THE BARATILLO SUPPBESSED—^NAE-

ROW ESCAPE OF THE TREASURE FLEET—ANOTHER FAMINE—MONTEZUMA 
SuccEEDs MoNTANEZ—FAIR AT ACAPULCO—OBSEQUIES ON THE DEATH OF 

CÁRLOS I I .—REJOICINGS AT THE ACCESSION OF F E L I P E V.—MONTEZPMA 
SUSPECTED OF DISLOYALTY—A WORTHY R U L E R DEPOSED—JESUIT EXPE-

DITIONS TO LOWER CALIFORNIA. 

ON the 27th of February 1696 Juan de Ortega 
Montanez, bisliop of Michoacan, succeeded Galve as 
viceroy of New Spain, his rule lasting only until the 
18th of December followâng.^ Between 1662 and 
1673 he was inquisitor of Mexico, and in the latter 
year was appointed bishop of Guadiana, but did not 
take possession of that see, since in 1675 he was pro-
moted to the bishopric of Guatemala, and being con-
secrated the same year left Mexico in December, In 
1682 he was again transferred, and assumed the prel-
acy of Michoacan two years later. A rigid discipli-
narian in church government, he was no less exact in 
the performance of his political duties; and though 
zealous in maintaining the dignity of his rank, he was 
generous withal and kind-hearted. 

Exactly one month after the instalment of Mon-
tanez a serious riot occurred, headed by the students 

^ In 1695 the conde de Cafiete was appointed viceroy, but did not arrive, 
owing to his inability to pay 300,000 pesos which he had promised for the 
office. On the 21 st of January 1696 a despatch was received appointing Dr 
Manuel Femandez de Santa Cruz, the bishop of PuebU, viceroy, but he refused 
to accept the administration. A second despatch named Ortega as viceroy, 
Robles, Diario, in Doc HisL Mex., Ist ser., iu. 140-1, 181, 186, 189-91, 
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of the university, during which the pillory in the 
public square was burned. On the following day 
the authorities, having taken the necessary precau-
tions to prevent disturbance, proceeded to erect an-
other pillory, The collection of stalls and traders' 
tables, which had been replaced after the fire of 1692, 
and more especially the haratillo, where second-hand 
and stolen goods were bouglit and sold, were still re-
sorted to by idlers and vagabonds, thieves and assas-
sins, Thither congregated the vicious of all classes, 
including also the students of the university, and the 
suppression of such haunts of vice and criine was nec-
essary, The new viceroy accordingly issued a decree 
ordering the removal of all trading stalls, especially 
the baratillo, the reérection of which in any part of 
the city he prohibited under pain of death, Ortega's 
measures met with opposition, but were nevertheless 
carried out, though it was necessary that for some 
time troops should constantly patrol the streets,^ 

In spite of all precautions, however, a serious plot 
for a general insurrection was discovered at the end 
of April, which was the more dangerous from the 
fact that the Indians of the wards of San Juan and 
Santa Clara possessed fire-arms, The intention of the 
conspirators was to rise on the departure of the flota, 
by which a large number of Spaniards would leave 
Mexico, But the watchful care of the viceroy de-
tected the plot; troops were mustered, the palace 
guard doubled, and all necessary measures taken t a 
secure peace.' 

' The viceroy enjoined the religious orders not to appear frequeutly in the 
streets or alone, The students of the university were ordered to wear their 
hair after the fashion of those of SaUmanca, and also to adopt similar coIUrs. 
Id., 195. Shortly after the erection of the new pillory, a pasquinade was 
foimd attached to it beginning with the words: 'Nos los inquisidores.' 
Id., 195, 

^ The crown highly approved of Monta ez' action at this crísis, and sent 
instractions to him and wie críminal judges to make every effort to keep order 
and suppress assembUges of the idle and vicious. At the same time the vice-
roy was made to understand that any negUgence or want of activity on his 
\ãrt would meet with severe displeasuré and punUhment. Refractoty and 
urbulent persons of the lowest class were to be punUhed by the infliction of 

200 Ushes; others in proportion to their rank. (Mminal Spaniards were to be 
Hnx. MEX., YOL. m . 17 
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The flota was richly laden this year, and its departure 
was postponed until long after the usual date. AI-
though the fault of the officials, it was a fortunate 
circumstance, for soon it was know îi that a French 
squadron had been cruising for many weeks off Ha-
bana in the hope of capturing the treasure ships. 
So long was the fleet detained, however, that the 
enemy supposed their plans discovered, and on the 
same day the Spanish vessels sailed from Vera Cruz 
they turned their prows toward Europe.* 

The famine which had occurred during the reign of 
Galve ŵ as not yet at an end. From all parts of the 
country natives thronged to the capital, begging for 
lielp to save their families from starving. The mule 
load of corn which usually sold for six reales had now 
risen to ten pesos; and other provisions were propor-
tionately high. Cattle perished in large numbers for 
want of water, and even poultry dropped dead at the 
homestead door.^ Every exertion was made by the 
viceroy and clergy to relieve the prevailing distress, 
Ecclesiastics of the city even sold their books in order 
to supply food to those in need, but in the country 
thousands were left to starve. The rural clergy seem 
to have acquired the passion for wealth which marked 
the encomenderos, and during this period of suffering 
they withheld the corn which had been sown, reaped, 
and gathered into their garners by the natives." 

sent to work under guard in the Philippine Islands, Santo Domingo, Cuba, 
and elsewhere, ' con lo cual no solamente se lograria castigar sino evacuar las 
cárceles.' Rivera, Hist. Gob. dJex., i. 281-2. 

^Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 8G-7; Rivera, fíisL Goh. Mex., i. 280-1. Shortly 
.after the departure of tiie fleet news reached Mexico of the threatened danger. 
Prayers were oífered, and a religious procession, attended by the viceroy and 
the archbishop, marched solemuly through the streets of Mexico in houor of 
'Xuestra Se ora de los Remedios. 

* The common aiticles of food rose to prices beyond the reach of the IndUns. 
Flour was sold at prices varying from 25 to 30 pesos the carga; beans at the 
same price; sugar at 10 pesos. During the month of August flour fell to 16 
and 14 pesos, owing to a large crop having been gathered from irrigated lands. 
Robks, Diario, ii. 197, 203. 

^The archbishop of Mexicoin July of 1696 informed the king that ecclesi-
astics who had farms neglected to carry out his orders to supply grain. On 
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The last days of Montanez' administration were 
days of mourning caused by news of the death of the 
queen of Spain. For three weeks the city was draped 
with funeral emblems, and religious observances were 
held in honor of the dead.' 

In October intelligence reached New Spain that 
José Sarmiento Valladares, conde de Montezuma, had 
been appointed viceroy. Connected with the dukes 
of Lessa, this ruler obtained his title by marriage with 
Gerônima María, a lineal descendant of the Mexican 
emperor, and third countess of Montezuma,® Accom-
panied by his wife he took possession of the govern-
ment on the ISth of December, and on the 2d of 
February following made his public entry into the 
city,^ 

During January and February the attendance at 
the annual fair at Acapulco was unusually large, The 
galleon from the Philippines arrived safely with so 
large and valuable a cargo that eighty thousand pesos 
were paid in custom duties. Merchants from all parts 
of New Spain hastened to the fair; but what caused 
the assembly to be so numerous this year, and trading 
so brisk, was the arrival of a forty-two gun frigate, 
with a number of Peruvian merchants, who brought 
with them two million pesos for the purchase of 

• Chinese goods.^° 
While wealth was thus flowing into the country the 

November 4, 1697, a royal céduU was issued orderíng that in future they 
should be compelled if necessary to produce all Burplus grain. Providencias 
Reales, MS., 79-80; Cédulas Reaies, MS., 161. 

"^ Robles, Diario, ii. 205-8. 
* The viceroy's wife was descended from Pedro Johualicahuatzin, whose 

son accompanied Martin Cortés, the second marqués del Valle, to Spain, where 
be married Francisca de la Cueva. Vetancvrt, Teatro Mex., pt. ii. 51-2. 

' While passing under the tríumphal arch erected near the church of Santo 
Domingo, the viceroy's •horse shiea and threw him. 'Y se le cayô U cabe-
llera.' Robles, Diario, ii. 211. This occurrence augured, it was said, that his 
administration would be far from prosperous. 

i^Many of the visitors died as usual from the effects of the cUmate. The 
fair closed on Febraary the 25th, on which day and the foUowing severe shocks 
of earthqnake caused much damage in Acapulco and the city of Mexico. Cavo, 
Tres Siglos, u. 89. 

^Í^ . ' 
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unfortunate inhabitants of the capital were again 
threatened with famine, the crops having failed from 
the usual causes, Provisions became scarce and dear, 
and on the Sth of March a famished multitude rushed 
into the square in front of the viceregal palace, and 
with fierce cries demanded bread. Decisive measures 
had to be adopted to prevent an outbreak. The 
viceroy caused cannon to be planted at the entrances 
to the principal streets, and with the assistance of 
influential persons succeeded in restoring quiet, 
Ordcrs also were issued to the farmers to forward 
at once to the city all the grain on hand, A supply 
sufficient for two months was thus obtained, and by 
the beginning of May corn and wheat beganto arrive 
from the tierra caliente, w^here the second crop of the 
year had been plentiful." 

This serious trouble being ended, the viceroy, on 
the 25th of May, took possession of the new palace, 
w hich, as the reader is aware, had been for some time 
in course of construction. The occasion was celebrated 
with befitting ceremonies, The floors were sprinkled 
with holy water, and the archbishop in sacerdotal 
robes, with uplifted hands, implored a blessing upon 
the future residence of the viceroys of New Spain. 
The benediction availed little however, for in less than 
two short months the conde de Montezuma's daughter 
lay dead within the palace walls. 12 

Intelligence having been received of the arrival in 
Spain of the fleet which had sailed from Vera Cruz in 
the previous year, the safety of which had caused 
much apprehension, a solemn thanksgiving was offered 
in the cathedral, at which service the viceroy and 
members of the different tribunals attended. The 
value of the prize which had thus escaped the French 

" Two crops were annually raised in the tierra caliente districts. Id., 90. 
The excitement was aUayed in part by the arrival of the royal decree per-
mitting the use of pulque. Id., 91-2; Rivera, H'i.^t. Gob. Mex., L 284. 

*̂ Dona Fausta Domínica—called by Rivera and Zamacois, Dominga—died 
of smaU-pox on the 16th of July 1697. Robles, Diarío, ii. 214. 
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may be recognized from the fact that the duties paid 
on the treasure and merchandise amounted to four 
hundred and twelve thousand pesos,^^ 

The command of the seas by the French, English, 
and Dutch had not only a depressing effect on com-
merce, but on all the industries of the country, and 
especially that of mining, Quicksilver was so scarce 
this year that the quintal rose from eighty-four pesos 
to three hundred, and the viceroy addressed the gov-
ernor of the Philippines on the matter, requesting him 
to procure a quantity of the metal in China ánd ship 
it to Acapulco, News, however, arrived in 1698 that 
a treaty of peace had been concluded, Great was the 
joy at this intelligence; and for a time commerce and 
industries revived, The rejoicing was short-Iived 
however, for in May 1701 despatches were received 
from Spain ordering the authorities to put their ports 
in a state of defence against invasion by the English 
and Dutch; and though in the following month these 
instructions were countermanded, in August two sloops 
arrived from the Habana with intelligence that war 
had not been averted," 

Ji,!l 

Meanwhile the death of a Spanish monarch had 
caused the celebration of royal obsequies to be held 
in the city of Mexico, and in all the principal towns 
of New^ Spain, with the solemnity observed on such 
occasions, Cárlos I I . died on the Ist of November 
1700, and intelligence reached the capital the 7th of 
March of the following year, A courier clad in black, 
and bearing a banner of the same color, brought the 
tidings. Each half hour of his journey he fired off his 
piece as a salute in honor of the dead king. The de-

" Cavo, Tres Siglos, u. 90. 
*̂ Robles, Diario, ii. 313-15, 326-7, In June an English vessel was driven 

into Vera Craz by stress of weather, and its crew of 17 men were detained as 
prisoners until an opportunity occurred of sending them to Spaiu. Two 
reales a day were aUowed each man for his maintenance. Id., 320. War 
broke out again in 1700, and in 1702 the whole Spanish flota was captured 
by the combined English and Dutch fleets. Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. HisL, 
292-3. 
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spatchcs he bore conveyed the instructions of the qu^en 
regent Mariana de Neoburgo relative to the ceremo-
nials to be observed, and were opened with the usual 
formalities. 

In accordance with her commands the viceroy pro-
ceeded to arrange the obsequies. Two ministers, con-
versant with the prescribed etiquette, were promptly 
appointed, and orders despatched to the authorities 
of the different towns instructing them how to con-
duct the ceremonies. The ayuntamiento of the capi-
tal was notified to proclaim that the 16th of March 
was appointed for the public demonstration. Ac-
cordingly on that day a cavalcade with trumpets and 
muffled drums, draped in the insignia of mourning, 
left the cabildo between ten and eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon. These were followed by the mace-bearers 
dressed in black, and after them came the members 
of the audiencia, the alcaldes, alguacil mayor, and 
other authorities with their rods of office. The fu-
neral cortege in dismal drapery slowly marched to the 
residence of the viceroy, where the king's death ŵ as 
publicly proclaimed; then at a given signal the great 
bell of the cathedral was tolled three hundred times.^^ 
With the same ceremonies similar proclamations were 
made at the archiepiscopal palace, and at the buildings 
of the inquisition and the cabildo, 

March the 22d was appointed by Montezuma as 
the day on which he would receive visits of condc 
lence from the different tribunals, royal officials, ec 
clesiastics, and gentry, The obsequies were celebrated 
on the 26th and 27th of April, on the first of which 
days in the afternoon all the bells of the city tolled 
the vespers for the dead, and the ceremonies were 
concluded by the delivery of a Latin oration in eulogy 
of the late king, On the following sunrise the ser-
vice for the dead was chanted in the churches, the 
viceroy, archbishop, and nobility attending at the 

*̂ 'A que correspondieron las campanas de setenta y una iglesias, que habU 
en México, y en sus arrabales.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 96-9. 
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cathedral. A' funeral sermon terminated the observ-
ances 

16 

But previous to the performance of the latter cere-
monies, others of a different character were celebrated 
on the 4th and 5th of April on account of the acces-
sion of Felipe V. to the throne of Spain. Appointed 
sovereign by the will of Cárlos I I . , his reign was a 
turbulent oue for many years; since the transfer of 
the regal power from the house of Austria to that 
of the Bourbons involved both Spain and France 
in a war with the combined nations of Europe; nor 
can Felipe be considered to have been securely seated 
on the throne until the treaty of Utrecht in January 
1712. During the first years of the struggle the 
power of Spain was weakened by civil factions," and 
much oppositioh was shown to the change of dynasty; 
yet Mexico at once espoused the cause of Felipe's 
party. Thus it was that on the first named day the 
church bells were pealed, the royal standard unfurled, 
and the viceroy, audiencia, and all authorities and 
offîcials took the oath of allegiance on a beautifully 
ornamented platform erected in front of the palace. 
This being done, numbers of caged rabbits, pigeons, 
and other birds were set free, while a royal salute was 
fired by the musketeers. On the following day thanks-
givings were offered in the cathedral, the mass of the 
most holy trinity chanted, and a procession formed. 
In the afternoon a parade of infantry was held before 
the palace,^* and during the night pyrotechnic displays 
enlivened the scene. 

Although the viceroy took the customary oath of 
allegiance to Felipe an opinion seems to have pre-
vailed that before the death of Cárlos he was opposed 

^* Mourning was ordered to be wom f or six months. Robles, Diario, iL 
307, 312-13. The viceroy, in order to prevent the exactions of merchanta 
who had bought all the mouming materíal, fixed the príce of it. Cavo, Tres 
Siglos, ii. 97. 

'̂  As Ute as June 1707 the inquUition issned an edict ordering aU subjects 
secuUr or ecclesiastic to obey the king, under pain of excommunication. Or-
denes de la Corona, MS., vi. 135. 

i^Three hundred and seventy men mustered ou the occasion. RobleSy. 
Diario. 
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to the prospect of a Bourbon successor to the throne 
of Spain; but more than this, it was whispered that 
in tí e event of the monarch's decease, he might be 
inclined to favor the independence of New Spain, 
and establish himself as its king.^^ Whether Felipe 
apprehended any such possible defection or not, it 
is certain that he recalled Montezuma shortly after 
his accession, for in November 1701 a cédula arrived 
from Spain appointing the oidor, Juan de Escalante, 
as the juez de residencia of the outgoing viceroy,'^ 
Montanez, having been reappointed to the viceregal 
chair six month,s previously. 

On the 13th of May folîowing, the conde de Mon-
tezuma left for Spain, the countess having preceded 
him, accompanied by the wives of the oidores. Most 
writers concur in regarding his administration as a 
wise and prudent one. He certainly exerted himself 
in improving the social condition of the capital, and 
was especially active in the suppression of robbers 
and criminals. With this object he organized an 
efficient police force, and enacted severe regulations 
for the punishment of evil-doers.^^ The riots in 1692 

' ' M r Vemon, English secretary of state, in letters addressed at the period 
to the duke of Shrewsbury, makes the foUowing statement: ' I t is said that 
Montezuma, viceroy of Mexico, would not suffer their plate to come into the 
hands of the French, and the orders from Spain would not be obeyed while 
they w ere looked upon to be under the influence of France. ' A more reniark-
able passage written in June 1699 reads thus: ' T h e Indians there are very 
eamest with the countess of Montezuma, who is descended of their race, that 
she would take upon her the title of queen, which she seenis wiUing to 
acccpt; but the conde, her husband, refuses it as yet, though it is thought 
if the kiug of Spain dies he will set up for himself.' Ed'inhurgh Itcview, Oct. 
IS4I, 131. Completely at variance with tlie above is Bustauiante's state-
ment that he caused the destraction of all Aztec relics in order to obliterate 
all traces of his ancestors ' por congraciarse con la corte de Madrid.' Leon y 
C'tiiiíL, Dos Fi' dras, 81-2, note. As 1 cannot discover that Montezuma was 
connected with the roj'al family of the Aztec monarch otherwise than by 
marriage and the assumption of the name, Bustamante's deduction seems 
groundless, and I prcfer to attribute the viceroy's action to religious bigotry. 

^''Thc auto de residencia was proclaimed on the 19th of the same month, 
both in the Castilian and Mexican languages. Robles, Diario, 339; consult 
also 331, 333. 

^' On the 15th of June there were 200 prisoners confined in the principal 
jaU of the city. On the 28th of August the miscreants attempted to escape. 
They made a large hole in the outer wall, and severely wounded the jailer 
and porter before tliey ^^ere overpowered. On the following day seven of 
the ringleaders were publicly flogged through the streets. Id., 326-8. 
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indicated to him the necessity of a more generous 
treatment of the Indians, and the measures which he 
adopted for their relief during times of scarcity w êre 
energetic and effective, He caused, moreover, the 
fortifications of the city, which were in a wretched 
condition, to be put in a better state of defence, while 
measures were also taken for the protection of the 
coast during war time, 

During his administration physical phenomena from 
time to time caused distress and damage. Earth-
quakes destroyed houses and occasioned loss of life; 
and an eruption of the volcano Popocatepetl in 1697 
caused much destruction in the surrounding country, 
The same year the capital was again inundated, owing 
to the unusually heavy rains, whereupon the viceroy, 
aided by contributions, caused the drainage and 
sewers to be put in order and improved. Indeed, in 
all cases of calamity he was ever prompt in devising 
means of relief Though for political reasons the 
king may have deemed it prudent to recall him, it 
cannot be denied that he did his utmost for the wel-
fare of New Spain.^ 22 

I t was during the administration of Montezuma 
that the pacification of Lower California was begun 
by the Jesuits. The settlement of this country had 
been frequently attempted during the last century, 
but no success had attended previous efforts. Expedi-
tion after expedition under different leaders, most nota-
ble among whom were Ortega, Casanate, and Otondo, 
had successively failed,^^ and in 1686 the audiencia 

" I n 1699 Cárlos I I . , by cédula of the 27th of February, grauted to Mon-
tezuma and his heirs a pension of 4,000 ducados, with the title of duke of 
Atlixco. This grant was ratified by Felipe V. in 1704, and again by Fer-
nando VI . in 1752. Reales Cédulas, MS., 10-11, 30-42. In Certif. de las 
Mercedes, MS., 181-2, the amount is given as 4,000 pesos, and the date of the 
cédula as February 17, 1699. The income was payable from Indian tríbutes 
in Peru, Guatemala, and Campeche. Later orders made it payable from tríb-
utes coUected in Yucatan. The duquesa de Atlixco was the last heir to whom 
it was paid, probably in 1758. 

2» For full particulars of these expeditions see fíist. N. Mex. States, i. 153 
et seq., this series. 

• S ^ 
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abandoned the idea of conquest by force of arms. The 
oidores, however, considered that the subjugation of 
the Indians could be accomplished by the Jesuits and 
proposed that they should make the attempt, the ex-
penses incurred being paid by the crown. The pro-
vincial of the order saw fit to decline the offer, alleging 
that the civil and temporal duties which their mission-
aries would be obliged to undertake would be incon-
sistent with the constitution of the society, 

Urged by renewed instructions from Cárlos I I . to 
omit no means of accomplishing the settlement of 
Lower California, the viceroy in 1690 consulted wdth 
Otondo relative to the annual cost of the maintenance 
of a presidio on the Peninsula, Otondo was of opinion 
that thirty thousand pesos a year would be sufficient, 
and the viceroy gave orders for an appropriation to 
that amount, but the demand from the court for a 
large sum of money prevented immediate action, and 
the meditated expedition was indefinitely postponed, 
And now notwithstanding their former action the 
Jesuits came forward, and in 1696 proposed to under-
take the reduction of the natives, and commenced 
collecting alms for that purpose, Viceroy Ortega 
warmly approved the plan, but deemed it proper to 
consult the audiencia as to the advisability of extend-
ing the necessary license, The oidores displayed an 
inconsistency alniost equal to that of the Jesuits, and 
long debated whether it would be right to intrust 
such a matter to a religious order, 

This hesitation caused much astonishment, but it 
was finally arranged that the commission should be 
granted on condition that the society should not make 
any demand upon the royal treasury, and that they 
should take possession of the country in the name 
of Cárlos I I , The audiencia, however, conceded to 
fathers Salvatierra and Kino, the promoters of the 
enterprise, and to their successors, the right to select 
the troops and officers which might be required, and 
to discharge them when they deemed it necessary, after 
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first advising the viceroy, The particulars of the op-
erations of the Jesuits belong properly to the history 
of Lower California, in which an account of their pro-
ceedings will be given; suffice it to say that their ef-
forts were successful, and permanent settlements were 
established in the country.^ 

"Consult Caw, Tres Siglos, u. 63-4, 69-70, 75-6, 87-8, and HisL North 
Mex. States, i. passim, thU seríes. 
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ON the 4th of November 1701 Montanez for the 
second time took office as viceroy,^ though his formal 
entry into the city was delayed until the 29th of Jan-
uary in the following year, On that day the digni-
taries of the church were ordered to assist at the 
ceremony, arrayed in their surplices, and the religious 
orders to appear in fitting garb, carrying uplifted 
crosses.^ The cathedral was handsomely decorated; 
the pillars were hung with tapestry; and on the grand 
altar innumerable tapers stood ready to light up the 
building, should the viceroy make his entry by night. 
Stages were erected in suitable places, and arches of 

' On the day of his assuming office he received the papal bulls and tha 
paUium. Rohles, Diario, in Doc IJist. Mex., 332. 

*AU obeyed except the Cármen and San Hipôlito orders. The former 
refused under the plea that , according to their constitution, and the privi-
leges granted them by the apostolic see, they were not required to appear in 
processions except at pubUc prayers. Nevertheless, out of compliment to his 
Excellency, they allowed six of their number to attend. The Utter declined 
on the ground that they were not allowed to take precedence over the Beth-
lehemites. Id., 365-6. 

(268) 
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tule extended from the cathedral to the street of San 
Francisco, where stood the profesa, The church of 
Vera Cruz, whence the procession was to set forth, 
was decked with costly draperies; those in the hall 
of knights, where seats were provided for his Excel-
lency and the members of the chapter, exceUing all 
others in taste and beauty of design, 

When all was in readiness the archbishop, escorted 
by his body guard of cavalry and a company of halber-
diers, proceeded to the church of Vera Cruz, and half 
an hour later the members of the chapter left the 
principal door of the cathedral to pay their respects. 
In front rode the verger in his white robe of office. 
Then came the prebendaries in carriages, in the order 
of their seniority, foUowed by the precentor, the dean, 
and the secretary of the cabildo, As soon as the 
ecclesiastics had withdrawn, the city cavalry, preceded 
by trumpeters and drummers, escorted to the church 
the ministers of state, the alguaciles, regidores, alcal-
des, and the corregidor, who in the order mentioned 
saluted the viceroy, The procession was then formed, 
and Montanez was conducted to the presbytery, where 
he took his seat on the viceregal throne; and his 
mantle being removed, he was robed in the vestments 
and regalia of office, Incense was then burned; the 
te deum chanted; the viceroy returned to his palace, 
and the procession was dismissed. 

The first administration of Montanez lasted, as will 
be remembered, but ten months; the second continued 
for less than thirteen months; and during his latter 
term of office the events which occurred in Europe 
boded evil to the Spanish provinces. After the com-
plications that foUowed the decease of Cárlos I I . had 
culminated in the war which commenced in Austria, 
in May 1702, the shores of New Spain were liable 
to invasion from the armaments of the two greatest 
naval powers in Europe. Moreover the oceans were 
stiU scoured by cruisers ever on the alert to pounce 
on the Spanish treasure ships, and no vessel contain-
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ing treasure was now despatched without the escort 
of several men of war. A t Vera Cruz a vast amount 
of gold and silver was stored, awaiting convoy, and 
on the arrival of a French squadron under the count 
de Chateau Benaud, was placed on board the fleet. 
Eluding an English squadron that lay in wait in 
TortuguiIIa Sound, the flota arrived in safety off 
Cádiz; but finding that harbor closely blockaded by 
the enemy, sailed for the port of Vigo. There they 
were attacked by a powerful squadron; several vessels 
were captured; the remainder were sunk, and treasure 
amounting to at least seventeen million pesos lies 
buried to this day on that portion of the coast of 
Galicia, all efforts to recover it having as yet proved 
unsuccessful,^ 

A t the close of 1701 Montanez received orders to 
garrison Vera Cruz with a force of six thousand men; 
for during that year it became evident that war could 
not be averted, and the Spanisli provinces in America 
offered no more tempting prize to a hostile armament. 
The viceroy lost no time in placing this and other 
ports in New Spain in a thorough state of defense. 
On the 4th of February 1702 he issued a proclama-
tion warning his subjects of the impending danger, 
and inviting all single men to proceed to Vera Cruz 
in the service of his Majesty, promising them liberal 
pay and kind treatment. He also caused the arrest 
of all idlers, thus inducing many to enlist as volun-
teers. I t is related that on one occasion, after visit-
ing the jail, he repaired to the criminal court, and 
finding there a number of men listening to the plead-
ings of the lawyers, marched them off to prison, de-
claring that persons who had nothing better to do 
were not earning an honest livelihood, and inust be 
treated as vagrants, 

But New Spain had within her owii borders ene-

^Alaman, Disert., uL app. 46-7; confirmed by Rivera, fíist. Jalapa, 
i. 106. Zamacois states that the amount shipped on board the treasure fleet 
wa.s 38,500,000 pesos, of which sum the Spaniards landed 12,000,000 at Vigo, 
leaving 26,500,000 pesos unaccounted for. Hist. McJ., v. 513-14. 
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mies no less dreaded than were the English and the 
Dutch. The Chichimecs, Otomís, and other native 
tribes, who, though often defeated, had never been 
brought under subjection, infested the provinces, plun-
dering the settlements and rendering travel unsafe. 
To add to this evil the community was kept in constant 
alarm by organized bands of brigands, who almost 
held possession of many of the public highways, and 
neither treasure, merchandise, nor traveUer could pass 
along them without a strong escort. 

AU efforts to remedy this evil had proved unavail-
ing. The courts of justice were corrupt, especially 
the criminal court. In Viceroy Linares instructions 
to his successor we have a startling description of the 
irregularities which prevailed during his administra-
tion and long previously. The despatch of business, 
no matter how important, was continuaUy left to the 
clerks, and perjury and false testimony constantly 
admitted without any attempt to punish the false wit-
nesses. Ilich criminals laughed at the idea of meet-
ing with their deserts, but the poor were treated with 
the utmost rigor, the wives and chUdren of any who 
escaped from justice being reduced to slavery. The 
members of this tribunal paid no heed to the orders 
of the audiencia, and the alcaldes mayores perjured 
themselves, violated their obligations, and both gave 
and received bribes. A portion of the gains of brig-
andage sufficed to procure immunity for the robber, 
and even the judges sent by the audiencia to investi-
gate cases of appeal gave their decision in favor of the 
richer contestants.* 

In view of this state of affairs the viceroy deter-
mined to invest the court of the santa hermandad 
with greater and more unrestricted powers, and the 
dreadeid tribunal known as the acordada was finally 
established. I wiU now give some account of the 
functions and previous operations of the santa her-
mandad from which the acordada was developed, to-

*Intíruc. Vireyes, MS,, 6-10, 13-14, 68-71, 
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gether with a brief description of the operations of 
the latter until it was abolished early in the nineteenth 
century. 

As early as 1553 highwaymen had become so 
troublesome that for the security of the pubUc roads 
the santa hermandad was established in New Spain.* 
This force originated in Spain at an early date, and 
was composed of bands of associated citizens or broth-
ers—as the name implies—who, unassisted by the 
government, patrolled the highways as a protection 
against bandits and robbers, and as a check against 
the lawlessness of the aristocracy. The utility of such 
armed bodies, and the benefits which peaceful persons 
and communities derived from their vigilance, gained 
for them various privileges from the kings of Spain, 
as well as the distinguishing title of holy brotherhood. 
In time they became a recognized power in the land, 
and laws were promulgated conferring on them a cer-
tain jurisdiction, and defining their duties. In 1498 
the original system of confederated associations was 
abolished, owing to the establishment of better order 
in the kingdom, and the santa hermandad was con-
verted into a poUce force and tribunal. An organized 
court of the santa hermandad was presided over by 
two alcaldes, and was composed of a proportionate 
number of alguacUes and the officers of the patrol 
parties. I t had the power to arrest malefactors and 
try them. In 1631 a royal cédula was issued order-
ing the appointment of alcaldes de la hermandad in 
all cities and towns of the Indies. These officers were 
distinguished by the name of provinciales.' 

But little is known of the operations of the santa 
hermandad in New Spain down to the end of the 

» Caoo, Tres Siglos, L 162, 
'The provinciiJes received a saUry of 100,000 maravedU payable ont of 

the fines of the tríbunal court. Asamatterof course thesepositions were 
made saUble to the highest bidder, They were 'renuncUoles perpetna-
mente, en U forma, y con el gravámen, que los demas oficios vendibtes de Ub 
Indias,' Recop. de Ind., iL 13^-4. OaÛe, Mem. y Not., 119, has this note: 
'Escríuano publico del juzgado del ProuincUl de U Hennandad, es oficio 
nueno, vendido en 700, tostones en el ano de 1645.' 
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seventeenth century; but to judge from the contin-
ually increasing numbers and depre^ations of robbers, 
it could not have been an efficient force,^ 

In 1710, at tÍie urgent request of the inhabitants 
of Querétaro, Miguel Velazquez de Lorea, a native of 
that city, was appointed as provincial alcalde of the 
santa hermandad in that district,^ The energy of 
this officer and his success in the suppression of brig-
andage were so great that later his pow^ers were 
greatly increased. Hitherto the tribunal of the 
santa hermandad had been subordinate and responsi-
ble to the criminal court at Mexico; in 1719 it was 
ordered that the sentences pronounced by Velazquez 
should be final, and he was exempted from the obliga-
tion of reporting his decisions to that tribunal,^ By 
royal cédula dated May 22, 1722, his conduct was ap-
proved and he was confirmed in office, From this 
time the acordada may be considered as established 
as an independent tribunal, Velazquez, retaining his 
position of provincial alcalde, was appointed judge of 
the new^ court, and rigorously did he perform the 
judicial duties of his calling, Scouring the country 
with his men, he assailed the brigands wherever he 
could find them, and none escaped who fell into his. 
hands, A hurried trial over, the inexorable judgment. 
was passed, and in a few minutes the culprit, having 
been shrived by the court chaplain, was dangling from 
the nearest tree, or was shot through with arrows 1 0 > 

^Viceroy Alburquerque, whose rale will be mentioned Uter, exerted him-
self with great energy to suppress brígandage, A number of highwaymeni 
were captured and several executed on a single day. Vetancvrt, Trat. Mex.,, 
15. In May 1655 a highwajrøian was taken from a church, whither he hadl 
fled, and notwithstanding his claim of privilege of sanctuary, and despite 
the excommunication fulminated by the bishop, he was tríed and put to 
death. Ouijo, Diario, 307-8. 

^Cedulario, MS., iU. 115-16. 
' The procUmation was publUhed ' con acuerdo de la audiencU,' from which 

act the future tríbunal received its name of acordada, See Cavo, Tres Siglos^ 
ii. 107. 

°̂ Sig enza y Gôngora suppUes us with the number of críminaU whom h& 
punitihed during the períod from 1719 to 1732: ' Hizo justicU en quarenta y 
tres reos que ahorcô, en ciento y cincuenta y uno que asaeteô, y en setecientos 
treinta y tres que mandô desterrados á varíos Presidios de este Reyno.' Ola.-
rías de Querétaro, 30. 

HiBT. MEZ.. YOL. n i . 18 
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This severity was commended, and Velazquez was 
enjoined to ext^irminate the banditti whose augment- . 
ing numbers had placed the safety of the kingdom in 
jeopard}^ Hi s energy and his integrity, w^hich placed 
him above purchase by bribery, won for him alike the 
thanks of the king,^^ viceroys, and people. H e died 
at Mcxico on the 7th of September 1732, at the age 
of sixty-two, and was buried in the Jesui t church de 
la Profesa.^'^ 

José Velazquez succeeded to his father's position, 
and made himself equally conspicuous as a suppressor 
of brio-andaue.^^ Beu.re his death, wliich occurred iti 
1756, he implored his ,son not to acccpt the succes-
sion to the office which had been conferred in pcr-
petuity,^* and it was therefore bestowed on Jacinto 
]\íartinez de la Concha, who proved a no less formid-
able foe to highway robbers than were his predecessors. 
To the end of the century competent chiefs in turn 
presided over the tribunal, among whom may be men-
tioned Manuel Antonio de Santa María, who held the 
office from 1782 to 1808,andmade himself celebrated 
by the capture and capital punishment of two no-
torious robbers named Piedra y Paredes and PiIIo 
Madera.^^ 

However beneficial such a tribunal was by the pro-

^̂  FeUpe V. in the céduU of May 22, 1722, conveyed his especial thanks 
to Velazquez for the zeal he had displayed. 

'^Velazquez was deeply lamented; obsequies were paid him, and the 
'Guzcfa de Mexico hizo su digno elogio.' Id., 30-1. 

^'For particulars of the numerous bands of robbers which he destroyed 
consult Pun's, Vireyes, in J/on. Dom. E^'^p., MS. 118. From an officialreport 
dated 1811 giving the number of evil-doerscapturedandpunishedby theacor-
dada down to 1809, i t appears that during José Velazquez' term of office, 
from 1732 to 1736, 3,384 malefactors were made prisonors. Of these .320 suf-
fered capital punishment; 1935 were distributed among the presidios; 79 
were flogged, and 4.'>2 discharged after punishment or proof of innocence. 
Columna's Report in Alaman, fíist. Mej., i. app. 3. 

^*Galvez, Instruc, in Museo Mex., i. 306. 
^̂  Santa María captiu"ed Piedra y Paredes sometime previous to his seizure 

of Madera. This gave ríse to the foUowing popuUr quartette which was sung 
a t that períod: 

'El Sefior Santa Maria 
Tiene que hacer una caaa, 
Ya Piedra y Paredes tiene 
Madera BOIO le falta.' 

AUtman, Hist. MéJ., iiL app. 73-4. 

•H 
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tection which it afforded to the royal treasures during 
transportation, and to the community at large, it did 
iiot give unqualified satisfaction, I ts absolute power, 
and the precipitancy with which it hurried through 
the trials of captives, led to the commission of abuses 
and injustice. Though collisions with other judicial 
authorities occurred, and complaints from private in-
dividuals were frequently preferred against the action 
of lieutenants and comisarios of the acordada, it was 
firmly supported by viceroys and kings during a long 
period." Both the civil and territorial jurisdiction 
of the tribunal was greatly extended, and robbers in 
the distant provinces of Nueva Galicia and Nueva 
Vizcaya learned to dread the name of the acordada, 
which employed nearly two thousand five hundred 
men in its services, while smugglers, vagabonds, and 
petty thieves avoided its servants as they would the 
revenue guards or the city police," 

Finally, such representations were made to his 
Majesty with regard to the easy indifference with 
which the lives of his vassals were disposed of, that a 
royal cédula was issued ordering the sentences of the 
acordada not to be carried out without the approval 
of the viceroy, who was invested with the power to 
revoke or modify every form of punishment,^^ The 
result was that within a few years the list of cases 
tried by this tribunal was reduced to one eighth of its 
former number, and the viceroy was of opinion that 
if the ordinary courts of justice were properly admin-
istered there would be no further need for the former, 

^*The arbitrary form of tríal was, however, somewhat modified by royal 
cédula of 21st December 1765, by which it was ordered that the judge should 
be assisted by two asesores, or legal advisers, and that the sentences passed 
after hearing the defender of the accused should be signed by all three. But 
there was no appeal. 

'̂ The jurisdiction in matters connected with prohibited liquors was also 
conferred upon. the acordada. The titles of the chief were also multiplied. 
They were alcalde provincial de U hermandad, juez de U acordada, guarda 
mayor de los caminos, and juez de bebidos prohîbîdos. Cedulario, MS., iii. 
113-29; ReviUa Gigedo, Instmc, 24. 

^'"Con el dictámen de una junta, compnesta de un alcalde de corte, el 
asesor del virreynato, y un abogado de toda su confianza.' Id., 25. Azanza, 
Tnstruc, MS., 25, 

m 
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This change of system did not fail to meet with oppo-
sition, and occasional disagreements arose between the 
acordada and the superior junta;^^ but these were over-
come by the persistence of the viceroys, The junta 
could not at fîrst keep pace with the number of cases 
which required its cognizance. When Azanza com-
menced his administration in 1798, there were fiffceen 
hundred prisoners awaiting trial, and his compassion 
induced him to add temporarily two additional coun-
sellors to the junta in order that the decisions might 
be rendered with more despatch.^" The measures 
which were successively adopted from this time 
reduced the terror-inspiring acordada to a mere shadow 
of its former power. 

The prison in which offenders were confîned by this 
tribuna was built close to the court-room of the 
acordada. In 1776 it was destroyed by an earthquake, 
but was rebuilt on an enlarged scale. By order of the 
cortes of Cádiz this building was demolished in 1812, 
and the frowning walls and loathsome dungeons of the 
acordada passed from the sight though not from the 
memory of the people of Mexico.''^ 

On the conclusion of Montanez' fîrst term as vice-
roy he had returned to his diocese of Michoacan, 
where for two years and a half he remained in the 
active discharge of his duties. In 1698 the arch-
bishopric of Mexico became vacant by the death of 
Francisco de Aguiar y Seixas^ on the 14th of August, 

i'During Azanza's administration from 1798 to 1800 the juez de U acor-
dada claimed that he could try cases with only one asesor present. The 
viceroy compelled the judge to conform stríctly to the terms of the royal 
cédula, 'pronuncUndo siempre sus sentencias despues de haber oido U reUcUn 
del proceso que debia hacer el Escríbano y el dictamen de los dos Asesores y 
Defensor de U Casa,' Id., 30-31, 

^ld., 23-32. 
>i According to the officUl report of Columna, in Alcman, Hist. Méj., L 

app. 3, dnring the períod from 1703 to 1809, 62,900 perãonB were imprisoned 
by the tribnnÍu. 

" Francisco de AguUr was bom in Betanzos, GUIicU, He successivel^ oc-
cnpied the episcopal chairs of GnadaUjara and Michoacan; he was appointed 
archbishop of Mexico in 1681, Rivera having decUned to accept the hiHior. 
Agniar was the principal founder of the coUege at Nifias de Belen; built the 

'.r 
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and in October 1699 the appointment of Monta ez as 
his successor arrived in Mexico. In March 1700 he 
took formal possession of his see, and on the 2d of 
January 1702 was invested with the pallium which had 
been received with the pope's bull confîrming his ap-
pointment in the previous November. On the 15th 
of January the new archbishop gave the customary 
banquet in celebration of the ceremony. The guests, 
who were members of the chapter and the audiencia, 
were regaled with every luxury that the country could 
produce, no less than thirty dishes of different kinds 
of fish, meats, game, poultry, and confectionery being 
placed in succession upon the table,^^ Public pageantry 
succeeded religious ceremonies and private feasting, 
On the 29th of the same month the archbishop made 
his public entry into the capital with a solemnity and 
splendor rarely witnessed,^* 

The ecclesiastical administration of Montanez was 
marked by severity; and his measures of reform were 
carried out, His integrity was unimpeachable, and it 
was on this account that the king appointed him a 
second time viceroy. The zeal which he displayed in 
furthering the completion of the church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe prompted him personally to solicit alms 
in the streets of Mexico for that purpose. His ad-
vanced age—for he was seventy years old when he 
assumed the archbishopric—prevented him from visit-
ing his diocese, but his duties were faithfully performed 
to the last, The date of his decease is uncertain,'^^ but 

asylum for insane females, and laid the first stone of the church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on March 26, 1695. ConciL Prov., 1, 2, 2!22-3, 329-30; Rivera, 
Diario, 19; Dávila, Mem. HisL, pt. i. 28. In 1721 his remains were removed 
from the pUce w iere they had been interred and deposited in a sepulchre on 
the right side of the chapel of San Felipe de Jesus. Doc Hist. Mex., 2«. seríe 
iv. 268. 

^ ' Otros dicen que hubo cincuenta de divcísas viandas, así de pezcados 
esquisitos, como de cames y aves diferentes.' Robles, Diario, ii. 361-2. The 
banquet Usted from 12 M. tiU 2:30 P. M. 

2* A full account of the ceremonial will be found in Id., 365-72. 
^ l n ConciL Prov., 1, 2, 292, it is stated that he died in 1704; Juarros says 

in 1710. Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 168, makes this remark: 'no hay U menor 
contradiccion en los autores que senaUn el ano de 1708 como el de U muerte 
del Sr Ortega y Montafiés.' Cabrera, Escudo de Armas, 367 et seq. 

i 
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as his successor was not appointed till 1711, it is prob-
able that his death occurred during the preceding 
year. 

The next archbishop, Fray José Lanciego y Egui-
laz, did not take possession until the beginning of 
1713, and his consecration took place in November 
of the following year. He administered the affairs 
of the church until 1728, and was conspicuous for his 
piety and charity. Numerous institutions received 
his support, and the most remote districts of his dio-
ccse were visited. Lanciego was an especial friend 
of the Indians, and every month his palace was 
crowded wiih beggars to whom he distributed alms. 
He died on the 25th of January 1728, and was in-
terred iii the cathedral, a funeral oration being deliv-
ered by the canônigo magistral Doctor Bartolomé 
Felipe de Ita y Parra. 26 

In October 1702, the duke of Alburquerque, the 
newly appointed viceroy, arrived at Vera Cruz.^'' A 
few weeks later Montanez, having first despatched 
his nephew^ the captain of the guard, to welcome the 
duke, set forth in person to meet him, accompanied 
by a splendid cortege. Alburquerque was a man of 
many titles, and somewhat given to display; never-
theless his career, which lasted for more than eight 
years, fully justified the enthusiasm with whicli all 
classes greeted his entrance into the capital.^^ He was 

^ Ita y Parra, Sermon Funeral del Sr Lanciego, passim. 
*' In the same month cédulas were received in which Monta ez was 

reproved for alleged malefeasance, deprived of his office and title of viceroy, 
and forbidden to ride, as was his custom, in a carriage drawn by six horses. 
He was also censured for reíusing to give precedence to the monks of the 
order of San Diego, and for want of respect to the vicereine. In August 1703, 
further cédulas arrived threatening him with the inquisition. Rohles, Diario, 
403-6, 463-4. 

** The titles of the new viceroy were duque de Alburquerque, marqués de 
CuélUr, conde de Ledesma y Huelma, senor de las villas de Monbeltran, 
Codosera, Lanzaita, Mijares, Pedro Bernardo, Aldea Dávila, S. Estévan, Vi-
Uarejo y Cuevas, comendador de Guadalcanal, y Beusayan of the orders of 
Sentiago and Alcántara; chamberlain to the king, general, and viceroy of New 
Spain. His wife was Juana de la Cerda y Aragon, duchess of Alburquerque, 
etc. San Miguel (A. de), Sermon de la Samaritana, title-page, no. 10; Pap. 
Var., ii. His daughter, who was confirmed in 1703, received no less than fifty-

T 
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a shrewd, fair-dealing, and energetic ruler; one well 
fitted to be at the head of affairs during the eventful 
years of the war of the Spanish succession. 

An incident which is related of the duke a short 
time after his arrival may serve to throw some light 
upon his character, A certain widow obtained audi-
ence of his Excellency, and produced certain docu-
ments whereby it appeared that a resident of the 
city was indebted to her in the sum of four thousand 
pesos; "but ," said the applicant, " h e is unwiUing to 
pay." The viceroy examined her papers, and after 
asking a few questions bade her return on a day which 
he appointed. He then sent for the debtor, whom he 
received cordially, and after a pleasant chat inquired 
whether he were in easy circumstances, The man 
replied that he was in the receipt of an ample income; 
whereupon the duke requested that he would favor 
him with a loan.of four thousand pesos, " N o t only 
four thousand pesos, but my entire estate is at your 
Excellency's service;" exclaimed the debtor, He was 
requested to bring the amount on the next morning, 
and then took his departure. Though loath to part 
with his gold, he was loud in his praise of the vice-
Toy's affability and condescension, and spared no pairis 
to publish the interview among his comrades. On 
making his appearance the following day, however, 
he was confronted with the documents and with the 

three names on the register. Domenech, Hist. du Mex., i. 284. Onthe21st 
of October the viceregal party reached Jalapa, and on the 25th a committee 
from Mexico, consisting of the maestre de campo and others, went forth to wel-
come him. On the 15th'of November it is recorded that a special miracle 
was wrought in Puebla for his benefit, and that both he and the vicereine 
carried away some divine ichor from the body of the beato Aparicio. Robles, 
Diario, in Doc fíisL Mex., 408-14. On the 27th of November he took pos-
session of the govemment and on the 8th of December (conception day) made 
his public entry into the city. He was met at the gates by the audiencia, 
city officials, university authorities, and the members of the different tribu 
nals. Behind him came the vicereine and her ladies of honor, and then 
foUowed 24 sumpter mules with silver bits and headstalls, royally capari-

•soned. At the cemetery he was met by the archbishop, and then proceeded 
to hÍ3 paUce. A royal salute was fired, several persons being injured through 
the carelessness of the gunners. Robles, Diario, 418-20, Even the tríbuna! 
of the inquisition joined the procession, an honor which had never before 
been shown even to a viceroy. Mex., Not. Ciud. Mex'., 295-7. 
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widow, whose claim he was compeUed to satisfy, 
though the loss of the money was as nothing com-
pared with the mortification which sunk deep into 
the soul of the crestfaUen man as he slunk from the 
duke's presence chamber, 

The dispute between the grand monarch and the 
emperor Leopold, which cost ^urope ten years of 
war, and divided even the Spaniards into rival 
factions, concerned not the people of New Spain, 
The emperor's son was acknowledged by all as the 
rightful heir, and the briUiant campaigns of Marl-
borough caused no more excitement in the Spanish 
provinces than the bloodless revolution which a few 
years before placed WiIIiam III. on the throne of 
England aroused among the colonies of British Amer-
ica. The new viceroy regulated the internal affairs 
of his province without difficulty, and at once made 
preparations to repel the attacks of foreign powers, 
and of corsairs who stiU hovered on the coast, He 
increased the navy, strengthened the fortifications, 
reénforced the garrisons with two thousand veteran 
troops from Spain, and appointed officers of known 
valor and ability to the command of the fortresses, 
Tf a less capable man than the duke of Alburquerque 
had now been at the head of affairs, it is pi'obable 
that some serious disaster might have befallen the 
provinces, for evil tidings were constantly being re-
ceived in the capital, 

In May 1703 a despatch was forwarded to the au-
thorities in Mexico, stating that the people of Vera 
Cruz were leaving that city with their effects, through 
dread of foreign invasion. In June of the same year 
the governor of Tabasco defeated the crew of a British 
man-of-war, many of the English being killed, and a 
hundred and fifty prisoners cajDtured. In the autumn 
of 1704 Captain WiIIiam Dampier, whose raids in 
Central America have already been described,^^ ap-

^Hist. Cent. Amer., ii. 541 et seq., this seríes. 
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peared once more in the waters of the South Sea, in 
command of the ship Saint George, intent on cap-
turing the treasure galleon from Acapulco. After 
taking two vessels whose cargoes were of little value 
he sighted the treasure ship. Hoisting the Spanish 
colors he sailed close up to her and opened fire. A 
prisoner on board the pirates' vessel counselled them 
to board at once, during the confusion caused by the 
first volley; but there was a difference of opinion 
among the officers, and while the matter was yet un-
der discussion the galleon's heavy guns were brought 
to bear on the craft of the corsairs with such effect 
that they were glad to escape in their sinking vessel. 
During the same year one Captain Clipperton, who 
accompanied that famous adventurer, separated from 
him when off the eastern coast of Mexico, and with 
a vessel of ten tons, mounting only two pieces of 
cannon, defied the town of Realejo, and captured two 
Spanish ships which lay there at anchor, one of 
which contained treasure to the value of four thou-
sand pesos. 

Five years later certain wealthy merchants of Bris-
tol fitted out two vessels for a " voyage of discovery 
and profit," the explorations to be extended to the 
oceans on either side of the American continent, and 
the profit to be derived from the pillage of Spanish 
settlements and Spanish treasure ships. Two ves-
sels were chartered, the Duke and the Duchess, well 
armed and equipped, having on board a complement 
of about three hundred and thirty men, and carrying 
commissions from the king's consort and lord high 
admiral of England to attack and plunder the Span-
iards and French on the coasts of Peru and Mexico. 
Captain Woodes Bogers was placed in command, and 
among other officers was WiIIiam Dampier, though 
now in a subordinate position. I t was a motley crew 
that saUed from Cork harbor on the 27th of August 
1708 to undertake the circumnavigation of the world. 
There were on board tailors, pedlers, tinkers, fiddlers, 
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ploughmen, haymakers, laborers, and men representing 
nearly all the occupations by which the poor earn a 
livelihood, except that of seaman, 

Bounding Cape Horn in safety the vessels arrived 
off the island of Juan Fernandez on the Ist of Febru-
ary 1709, and the saine afternoon a pinnace was sent 
on shore for water. A t dusk a light was observed 
on the island, and the commander, supposing that it 
was kindled by the crew of a Spanish or French man-
of-war, fired guns from the quarter-deck to recall the 
pinnace, and prepared his ships for action. No sail 
was in sight on the following morning, and it was con-
cluded that the enemy had been frightened away by 
the sound of the firing. The cause of the strange 
light was soon explained, however, for the pinnace 
being again sent ashore returned with a man clad in 
goat-skins, and as wild of aspect as the animals from 
which he had procured his apparel. His name was 
Alexander Selkirk. 

The expedition then sailed for Peru, and after taking 
a number of prizes and capturing the town of Guay-
aquil, for which a moderate ransom was received, pro-
ceeded to the island of Gorgona, whence some of the 
prisoners, being sent to Panamá for the purpose, re-
turned with money to redeem a portion of the prize 
cargoes, the bargain being honorably fulfilled on both 
sides, Bogers soon afterward sailed for Mexico, and 
sighted land near the spot where Dampier ŵ as de-
feated by the treasure galleon. Thence a few days 
later he shaped his course for the coast of Lower Cal-
ifornia, made Cape San Lúcas on the Ist of November, 
and cruising southward a few weeks later captured a 
large and well manned twenty-gun ship bound from 
Manila to Acapulco, 

The prisoners gave information that a still larger 
vessel had left Manila in company with them, but 
being a better sailer had long since parted company, 
and was iiow probably lying at Acapulco, Within a 
few days this ship came in sight, but now the priva-
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teers found more than their match. She proved to 
be the Vigonia mounting sixty guns and with a com-
plement of four hundred and fifty men. After a seven 
hours' fight the English were driven off with heavy 
loss, and with numbers greatly reduced the expedition 
sailed homeward a fortnight later by way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, anchoring in the Downs on the 
Ist of October 1710. The cost of the voyage did not 
exceed 75,000 pesos, and the proceeds amounted, as a 
chronicler of that period affirms,'*" to 850,000 pesos, of 
which the promoters received two thirds,^^ or a clear 
profit of more than 750 per cent on their outlay. 
Thus did the worthy merchants of Bristol grow^ rich 
by licensed piracy, and learn to despise the slow gains 
of legitimate commerce, 

About the year 1712 the buccaneers mustered in 
force for a raid on Vera" Cruz, and once more taught 
the Spaniards how defenceless were their forts and 
garrisons when assailed by a band of resolute men, 
The pirates anchored out of sight of the city, and s x 
hundred of them, landing by night, arrived undiscov-
ered at the sandhills in the neighborhood of the town. 
Here they lay hidden till after midnight of the fol-
lowing day, timing their advance on Vera Cruz for 
the hour of dawn when the gates were opened, A 
few of the party who could converse in Spanish were 
sent forward disguised as peasants, and as soon as 
the nearest gate was opened, one of them mounted 
by a ladder to a neighboring bastion and begged the 
sentinel to give him a light for his pipe, The sentry 
approached with a lighted brand, and as he drew near 
the buccaneer shot him dead with his pistol, The 
remainder of the party then secured the gate, and the 
main body instantly marched into the town and took 
up a position in the paradé ground, The Spaniards, 
roused from their slumbers, quickly collected their 
forces, and marched with horse and foot through one 

'°Harris, CoL Voy., i. 198. 
**0ne haíf according to Harrís. 
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of the widest streets to attack the invaders. The 
pirates were drawn up in three lines, each of which, 
after firing a volley, withdrew to reload and allow 
those in the rear to deliver their fire, The Spanish 
troops began to waver; their horses taking fright 
plunged through their ranks, and soon the garrison 
were routed and fled through the city, hotly pursued 
by the buccaneers, until they reached one of the gates 
and scattered over the adjacent country. 

Meanwhile the alarm had been given at the castle 
of San Juan de Ulúa, and a brisk fire was opened on 
the town. The pirates then held a council, and it was 
resolved to seize the padres, and after cutting off the 
heads of several, to send others to the castle with 
instructions to present them to the governor and tell 
him that unless the firino^ ceased the remainder would 
be treated in the same way. The governor answered 
by redoubling his fire; whereupon the buccaneers 
closed all the gates and drove the inhabitants in a 
body to the part of the city which was most exposed 
to the shot from the fort. Orders were now given to 
cease firing, and the freebooters were left undisturbed 
to plunder the town; but finding no great booty, they 
carried off to their ships a number of the principal 
citizens, and demanded a large sum for their ransom, 
Soon after their departure the Spaniards erected 
watch-towers and posted sentinels along the coast to 
guard against surprise for the future, 

No other incidents worthy of note occurred dur-
ing the reign of Alburquerque, Toward the close of 
his administration^^ he was invested with the order 
of the golden fleece, the honor being conferred on 
him by the senior inquisitor, Francisco de Deza. 
During his long term of office he lived in royal state, 
giving magnificent banquets, and freely distributing 

'* In 1709, according to Lorenzana, fíisL Nueva Espana, 29-30, copied in 
Zamacois, fíist. Méj., and Rivera, Hist. Jcdapa; in AUiman, and others, 
1708. 
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his vast wealth. His rule was long remembered in 
the capital, for it was said that no monarch could live 
in naore princely style than did this viceroy of New 
Spain. 

On the 15th of January 1711 the successor of 
Alburquerque, Don Fernando de Alancastre, No-
rona y Silva, duque de Linares, marqués de Valde-
fuentes, made his public entry into Mexico. He is 
described by the chroniclers of his age as a faithful, 
energetic, and benevolent man. For five years and a 
half he held the reins of power, and during that time 
justice was promptly and impartially administered; 
public officials were not allowed to neglect their 
duties; education, art, and science found in him a 
willing patron, and the affairs of the crown a zealous 
guardian. Nevertheless the new viceroy had fallen 
upon evil times, and the first portion of his adminis-
tration is in marked contrast with the prosperity 
which, with some drawbacks, seems to have prevailed 
during the rule of his predecessor. The scourges of 
earthquake, famine, and pestilence, following in close 
succession, fell on many portions of New Spain, but 
nowhere more heavily than on the capital. 

On the 16th of August in this year a severe earth-
quake occurred lasting for half an hour. The strongest 
buildings could not withstand the shocks; and though 
we have few records of this disaster, except in Mexico 
and Puebla, it is probable that other cities suffered 
no less severely. A short time before there had been 
an almost total eclipse of the sun; and now the 
panic-stricken inhabitants, thinking that the world 
was surely at an end, thronged to the churches to 
confess their sins and receive the sacrament. For a 
time there was no more religious community on earth 
than that which was gathered in the valley of Mex-
ico. The thief brought back his stolen goods; the 
gambler restored hisgains; the rich man gave to him 
that had not; and many a long-standing feud was 
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reconciled in anticipation of the great day of reckon-
ing which all believed to be imminent.^ 

But the threatened judgment was postponed for 
a w^hile, and soon men gambled and quarrelled and 
cheated each other as in the good old days of Cortés 
and Alvarado, As for the poor, those who were left 
houseless and penniless by the disaster, they begged, 
and generally in vain, for assistance in repairing their 
shattered dwellings, Fortunately, however, they met 
with a good friend in Linares, who spared neither 
income nor private fortune in relieving their wants; 
supplied funds for rebuilding, and kept the public 
granaries filled with maize, which he distributed to 
the destitute at his own expense, and to the less needy 
at the lowest possible price, 

Disastrous as was the year 1711, it was but the 
precursor of yet more calamitous days, In 1713 pre-
mature frosts completely destroyed the crops, not only 
in the valley of Mexico, but in all the table lands of 
New Spain. The viceroy bestirred himselfwith his 
usual energy, and at great personal sacrifice succeeded 
in filling the granaries of tíie capital. But during the 
following year the supply became exhausted, or at 
least the supply available for the poor. Soon pesti-
lence followed; and through the fair streets of the 
metropolis wandered gaunt and plague-stricken figures, 
begging with feeble voice and vainly stretching out 
their hands for bread.^* 

The wants of the sick and destitute were to some 
extent relieved by the viceroy, the archbishop, and 
the charitable institutions of Mexico; but elsewhere 
even greater sufferings were experienced, and fresh 
catastrophes added to the prevailing distress. On 
the night of the 15th of May, 1714, the province of 

'* Zamacois, fíisL MéJ., v. 525-6; Alegre, Hist. Compend., iU. 158. Duríng 
1711, a snow storm occurred in the valley of Mexico, the only one mentioned 
from that date until 1767. 

'^ The gloom now pervading the city was increased by the news that the 
wife of Felipe V. was dead; the people being ordered to wear mouming in her. 
melnory. Rivera, fíist. Jalapa, i. 109. 
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Vera Cruz was visited by a severe earthquake. In 
the town of Côrdoba the shocks came in so rapid suc-
cession and with so increasing intensity that the en-
tire population rushed forth into the streets. Women 
forgot their modesty and hurried almost naked from 
their dwellings; men forgot their manhood and leffc 
their little ones to perish amidst the wreck of falling 
houses; while man, matro^ and maid knelt side by 
side, bare-kneed on the pavement, and offered fervent 
supplications to the virgin for deliverance.^ 

Before the people of Côrdoba had time to recover 
from their fright another calamity befell them and 
one far more disastrous. On the 23d of June in the 
same year, dense black clouds rolled in from the ocean, 
and torrents of rain fell, almost without intermission 
for fifteen days. The houses were flooded; and those 
who lived on the mountain side were in danger of de-
struction from the huge bowlders and trunks of trees 
swept down by the swollen torrents. AII communi-
cation with the neighboring haciendas was cut off; 
cattle perished by the thousand, and their owners 
barely escaped with their lives. When the storm 
cleared away it was found that the surface of the coun-
try was greatly changed. Enormous barrancas were 
formed and the streams diverted from their former 
channels. 

During aU these calamities the people of New Spain 
found some consolation in the relief which they now 
enjoyed from the raids of freebooters and privateers; 
but this immunity was secured under conditions 
which, ere long, caused Spajn the loss of her New 
World commerce. By the treaty which was signed 
at Utrecht on the l l t h of April, 1713, England ob-
tained the privilege of shipping negro slaves to the 
islands and mainland of America, and of maintaining 

ss By thU earthquake the church of San Antonio was so mnch shattered 
that itDecame necessary to rebuild it. Rodriguez, Cart. Hist., 41. 
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depots and trading factories in the Spanish American 
possessions;^^ this being a part of the price at which 
France and Spain secured the withdrawal of Great 
Britain from the grand alliance. 

His Catholic Majesty Felipe V. and her Britannic 
Majesty Queen Anne were to receive each one fourth 
share in the profits obtained from the sale of these 
human chatte s, the forríer agreeing to advance one 
million pesos for carrying on the trade, or in case he 
could not raise such an amount to pay interest there-
upon at the rate of eight per cent a year,^^ Before 
her decease, w^hich occurred in the following year, 
the English sovereign, finding her share unprofitable, 
transferred it to the South Sea Company, though it 
does not appear that the latter reaped much benefit 
therefrom.^^ 

"Commercial houses," as they were termed, were 
at once established at Vera Cruz and elsewhere on 
the coast of the North Sea; but their owners, not 
content with the enormous profits of the slave-trade, 
violated the terms of the treaty by introducing cargoes 
of foreign merchandise. England was now permitted, 
as we have seen, to send yearly to Portobello a five 
hundred ton vessel freighted with merchandise;^^ but 
each slaver that landed its living cargo on the shores 
of New Spain brought also a quantity of contraband 
goods. In vain the custom-house officers attempted 
to stay this traffic; and in vain the penalty of death 
and confiscation of property was threatened against 

'^ An asiento for the sale of slaves, with power to reguUte their príce, was 
also granted to the French about the year 1702. 

*' Some of the clauses of this asiento are given in Moro, Informe (Mexico, 
1724), 1-4, and all of them in an abrídged form in Salmon's Modem Hist. (3d 
ed., London, 1746), iu. 220-2. The asiento had been previously granted (in 
1702) to the French Guinea Company and was transferred to the crown of 
England at the treaty of Utrecht. 

'^ In a speech delivered before the company in 1731, Sir John Eyles in giving 
an account of this branch of their business during the previous ten years, 
states that, though the report of their having lost £2,000,000 by the trade was 
untrae, they had incurred such losses through the seizure of their effects by 
the Spaniards during the wars with Spain that their gains were very small. 
They were not, however, out of pocket. Id., 222. 

^^Hist. Cent. Amer., ii. 586-7, this series. 
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all Spaniards who engaged in it. I t was an easy 
matter to bribe the not over-conscientious or over-
vigilant officials, and thus to procure goods at cheap 
rates instead of paying tribute to the merchants of 
SeviUe. For twenty-eight years the South Sea Com-
pany and private adventurers carried on a contraband 
trade, almost to the exclusion of Spanish commerce, 
until, at the convention of Madrid in 1750, the former 
agreed to annul the asiento, receiving in return certain 
commercial privileges, and a money compensation of 
500,000 pesos. During this period the commerce 
between the Spanish provinces and Europe was esti-
mated at 286,000,000 pesos, of which amount English 
smugglers and sîavers absorbed no less than 224,-
000,000 pesos, and only 62,000,000 pesos, or less than 
22 per cent of the entire sum, fell to the share of the 
Spanish galleons.*" 

During the last years of his administration the 
viceroy was constantly engaged in petty warfare with 
the contraband traders; but to no purpose, AII that 
man could do he did, The troops were kept on the 
alert; the armada de Barlovento also rendered good 
service, in consideration of which they received their 
pay*^ at no very long intervals, and sometimes even 
with regularity, the latter a rare incident in those 
days, But on the thinly peopled coast of New Spain 
were many excellent and secluded anchorage grounds, 
and the population being for the most part in league 

^^Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v, 531. 
" In his instractions to his successor the viceroy says that the armada de 

Barlovento had received assistance from himself and his predecessors, as the 
troops were in arrears of pay, but that if a trûstworthy person were sent to 
examine the accounts of the different garrísons, it might be found that the king 
was a creditor rather than a debtor. The instractions reUte to other matters, 
and are remarkable for their terseness and vigor of expression. Linares, In-
struccion á su sucesor, in Vireyes de Mex. Instruc, MS., fol. i. 49, ii. 23. In 
June 1687 the seamen and troops belonging to the armada mutinied at Vera 
Cruz on account of not having received their pay, which was at the rate of 
about eleven pesos a month, and because they were not satisfied with thU 
amount. On receiving a portion of their back pay and a fuU pardon they re-
tnmed to their duty. Rivera, Gob. Mex., L 262-3, Robles, 476, states that 
a force of muUttoes was sent against them and that three of the mntineers 
were kiUed. 

HiBx, Mzx.. VOL. m , 1» 
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with the English, little could be done to check their 
unlawful traffic. 

On the 15th of August 1716, Linares' term of 
office expired, and his decease occurred during the 
followáng year.*'̂  He had proved himself a humane 
and benevolent man; but it was not until after his 
death that the full extent of his charities was known, 
I t then appeared that besides devoting large sums to 
the relief of the poor, he had established free dispen-
saries at the different barriers of the city, and in his 
will he bequeathed a further amount for similar pur-
poses, AII his bequests were faithfully carried out 
by his executors, and among them was one of five 
thousand pesos in aid of the Jesuit missions in Cali-
fornia.*^ 

Linares' successor was Baltasar de Zúfiiga, mar-
qués de Valero and duque de Arion.** The salary of 
the new vicero}'̂  was fixed at twenty-seven thousand 
pesos a year, a larger stipend than was usuaUy paid, 
and its amount excited unfavorable comment from his 
predecessor.*^ The condition of affairs in New Spain 
was not in keeping with such extravagance. The 
country had not yet recovered from the disasters of 
1714, and two years after Valero had assumed office, 
tidings arrived of a severe famine in Texas, So great 
was the scarcity of grain that the troops stationed 
there threatened to desert. Provisions were at once 
forwarded to the governor of Coahuila, and in the 
hope of making that territory self-sustaining persons 

" He died in Mexico on the 3d of June, and his death was much regretted. 
He was buried in the Cármen convent, which was afterward known as the 
church of San SebastUn. His portrait was preserved in the nunnery of Santa 
Tercsa la Xueva. 

^ Linares was the first secular of the congregation of the Buena Muerte, 
and the spacious edifice belonging to the society was erected mainly at his 
expense. I t exists at the present day. Alegre, Hist. Compend., iiL 177. 

" H e took office August 16, 1716. 
*'Linares remarked: 'Habré vivido seis a os en opuIencU; y auuque 

ahora no me hallo en abundancU volveré á los piés del Rey, gustoso, á hacerle 
ver que con veintisiete mil pesos de sueldo, sin abuear de sus candales, ni 
vender U justicU, me restituyo satisfecho á ellos.' Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v. 
536. 
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were sent to instruct the natives in the science of 
agriqulture. 

On the 16th of June 1718, while returning from 
the procession of corpus christi in company with the 
oidores, an attempt was made on the viceroy's life, 
When about to ascend the stairs of his palace, a man 
named Nicolás Camacho grasped at Valero's sword, 
drew it half way from the scabbard, and would prob-
ably have plunged it into his body had he not been 
seized by the attendant halberdiers, On being ques-
tioned as to his motives it was found that the would-
be assassin was a lunatic, and after a brief trial he was 
sent to the hospital of San Hipélito,*^ 

During the remainder of the viceroy's administra-
tion, which lasted until the 15th of October, 1722, the 
provinces of New Spain were in a prosperous condi-
tion, The mines were unusually productive, the yield 
of quicksUver being especially large; the crops were 
abundant; and the volume of trade was greatly in-
creased,*^ 

The sole drawback to this flourishing condition of 
affairs was the outbreak of hostilities between France 
and Spain, occasioned by a dispute between the duke 
of Orleans, who was appointed regent during the 

" The trial lasted only two days. A report of it is given in Dic. Univ. 
Hist. Oeog,, app. L 470-1. I t U the opinion of the wríter that Camacho was 
not insane, but the victim of an intrígue on the part of the viceroy who pur-
posed to depríve him of his wife. The same view is taken in Registro Trimestre, 
i. 385-407, The editor makes the following comment on the trial: 'Estacausa 
forma una especie de contraste con U que dimos en le número antérior, y 
annque los jueces aparecen mas equitativos, queda siempre ima sospecha de que 
el desgraciádo Camacho, fué victima de una intriga para quitarle á su muger. 
Por lo demás se advierten cosas dignas de notarse en esta causa. Tal es 

Sor ejemplo, el que en un hecho sucedido á. mediodU y á muy poca dUtancia 
e os testigos presencUles, solo MueUs asegure que Camacho arremetiô con el 

espadin al virey, diciendo unicamente los demás que se lo estrajo de U vaina. 
Es tambien notable el dictámen fiscál, que fundado en U idea eqnivocada de 
que no puede haber un completo trastomo mental sin fnror, pide U pena cor-
respondiente al delito de Lesa Magestad in prímo capite. Creemos que tambien 
es de notar el parecer del protomedicato, pues que su dictámen nada tiene de 
médico y cualquiera pudiera decir lo mismo sin haber saludado los principios 
del arte. Sin embargo, esta es una causa formada con esmero, pues per lo sin-
gnUr del caso se mandô al rey copU de elU.' 

" In 1721 the fleet from New Spain reached Cádiz with treasure and mer-
chandise to the value of 11,000,000 pesos. Mayer's Mex. Azt., i. 228. 
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minority of Louis XV., and Cardinal Alberoni, the 
minister of Felipe V. On the 19th of May 1719 the 
garrison of Pensacola surrendered to the French, and 
the colonists and missionaries of Florida and Texas 
\vere compelled to take refuge in Coahuila. But the 
French could not maintain their foothold in the coun-
tiy. When the news of their invasion reached Mex-
ico, Valero quickly despatched against them a force 
of five hundred men under command of the marquis 
of Sau Miguel de Aguayo, governor of Texas and 
Coahuila. The French retired from Texas; the mis-
sions were reéstablished; and the peace which was con-
cluded in 1721 put an end to further aggressions. 43 

Mention has already been made of the buccaneer 
settlements in Yucatan, where, as we have seen, the 
freebooters, when not engaged iii making raids on the 
Spanish settlements or cruising in quest of Spanish 
treasure ships, occupied themselves with cutting dye-
woods and mahogany.*^ A favorite rendezvous of 
these adventurers was the Isla Triste, or as it is now 
known the Isla del Cármen, at the entrance of the 
ba}^ of Términos. During the war of the Spanish 
succession they frequently attacked Spanish vessels 
trading between Campeche and Vera Cruz, In 1708 
Fernando Meneses Bravo de Saravia, when on his 
way accompanied by his family to the province of 
Yucatan, of which he had been appointed governor, 
was taken from his vessel in the bay of Campeche by 
the pirate BarbiIIas, Saravia was set on shore and 

*^0n the 31st of March in the same jear , the Sacra FamiUa, a vessel of 
300 tons, with 6 guns and 70 men, was captured by Captain Shelvocke in the 
port of Sonsonate (the modem Acajutla) a t the mouth of the river of the 
same name. The prize contained only sniall arms, liand grenades, andammu-
i.iáoii, and, as the captain remarks, was hardly worth the risk and trouble of 
cai-ture. Voy. de Shelvoche, in B, rui"j< r, ColL Voy., iii. 3-4, 89-125; and Kerr's 
C'jll. Voy., X. 5(X)-1. In the Utter a detailed account of the voyage isgiven, 
compiled from the narratives of Shelvocke and Captain WiUiam Betagh, the 
ton:u)ander of the marines. They sai ed from Plymouth on board the Speed-
rceU on the 13th of Fcbruary 1719, bound on a privateering expedition on 
the coasts of ChUe, P' ru, and Xew Spain, but mc t with Uttle success. 

*' fíist. Cent. Amer., ii. 623 etseq. , this seríes. 

T 
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his wife and children detained as captives until a ran-
som of 14,000 pesos should be received. As the 
ayuntamiento refused to pay the money, the ph-ate 
made his demand in person at the town-hall; where-
upon the governor, feeling that his family might come 
to harm, ordered the amount to be paid. 

Nine years later an expedition was despatched from 
Mexico by way of Vera Cruz to Campeche, and being 
reênforced by the troops stationed there, drove the 
intruders from aU their settlements on the bay of 
Términos. The attack was made on the 16th of July 
1717, the feast of the virgin of Cármen, and hence the 
island received its name. A large amount of booty 
was wrested from the buccaneers, many of whom 
were slain, those who escaped harboring in Belize, 
where, being joined by others of their craft, they or-
ganized a force of three hundred and thirty-five men 
and retumed to the bay of Términos. Landing on 
the Isla del Cármen they sent a message to Alonso 
Felipe de Andrade, the commander of the Spanish 
fort which had been erected during their absence, 
ordering him to withdraw his garrison. The reply 
was that the Spaniards had plenty of powder and ball 
with which to defend themselves. 

The freebooters made their attack during the same 
night and captured the stronghold without difficulty, 
taking three of the four field pieces with which it was 
defended. But Andrade was a brave and capable 
officer, and his men were no dandy warriors. Placing 
himself at the head of his command he led them against 
the enemy, forced his way into the fort, recaptured 
one of the field pieces, and tumed it against the foe. 
During the fight a building fiUed with straw was set 
on fire by a hand grenade. This incldent favored the 
Spaniards, who now made a furious charge on the in-
vaders. Their commander was shot dead while 
leading on his men; but exasperated by the loss of 
their gallant leader, they sprang at the buccaneers 
with so fierce a msh that the latter were driven back 

Hft l 
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to the shore, whence they reémbarked for Belize 
and thenceforth returned no more to the bay of 
Términos.^" 

^"Soc Mcx. Oeog., ii. ep. i. 220-2; ep. iiL 442; Nouv. Annales,Voy., c. 
52. The accoimt given in the former work is absurdly exaggerated; but i t i s 
the only one that pretends to give a detailed narrative of the expulsionof the 
buccaneers from the isla del Cármen. I t there stated that , after being driven 
from the fort, the Spaniards mustered but 42 men, while the buccaneers 
according to this version must have numbered more than 200, allowing for 
their losses during the assault and for those who were left to guard their 
ve^sels. That this force, now in possession of three pieces of artillery, should 
have been defeated by a handful of Spaniards, seems ridiculous to all who are 
acquainted with the records of buccaneer warfare. 

Herewith I give more complete references to the authorities consulted for 
the preceding chapters: Cedular'io, MS., i. 132; iii. 63-4, 115-16; iv. 23; 
Jiccdes Cédulas, MS., i. 5 e t seq . ; iL, passim; Providencias Reales, MS., 79-
101, 222-3, 2GG-8; Rohles, Diario, i. ii., passim; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., 
ii. 25, 31-2; iu. 60-1, 166-7; iv. 30 et seq.; vL 113-16, 135-7, 153; vu. 8 ^ 5 ; 
Fapclcs Fraiiciscanos, MS., série i. tom. i. 2G8-74, 314-21, 411, 478, 507; ii. 
154, 178-200, 321-6; Rivera, Diario, vi. 15-96; Linares, Instrucciones, MS., 
6-88; Certificacion de las Mercedes, MS., 13-21, 182; Disposiciones Varias, 
MS., vi. 3-13; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., passim; Doc Ecles. Méx., 
MS., i. 1-32; u. 2-6, 25, 47-52, 74; Vireyes de Mex., Instruc, MS., série L 
49; série u. 8, 23; Maltratamiento de Ind., 1-15; Lazcano,Vidadel P. Oviedo, 
70-101, 140-57; Figueroa,Vindicias, MS., 12, 74, 78, 123; ViUagutierre, Hist. 
Conq. Itza, 192-9, 211-49, 291-659; Alegre, HisL Comp. Jesus, i. 41-3; u. 
22.3-4; iii. 31-40, 109-215; Papeles de Jesuitas, MS., 5; Espinosa, Chron. 
Apo^t., 465-6, 488-534; CaUe, Mem. y Not., 70; Davila, Mem. fíisL, pt. L 
19-28; iii. 252-96; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MS., 104^9, 132, 152-5; ViUa-
Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, i. 122etseq . ; Vetancvrt, Cron. San. Evang., 75-9, 
1.3.1; Id., Teatro, .11-2; Id., Trat. Mex., 16-17; Cortés, Hist. N. Esp., 26-30; 
Arrlcivita, Crtín. Seráf, 94r-7, 169-70, 241-312, 583-5; Carriedo, Estudios 
fíist., 116; Guatemcda, CoL Cédulas Reales, passim; Pacheco and Cárdenas, 
CoL Doc, ix. 133-49, 150-79; Doc Hist. Mex., série i. tom. i. iL, passim; 
Bérie iL iv. 56 et seq.; vi. 17-96; Arlegui, Prov. de Zac.,8l-2, 92-123, 201-6, 
250-2; Escarnilla, Noticias, 4; Recop. delnd., i. 599; N. Mex. Cédulas, MS., 
80--2, 149-64, 281-4, 322-9; Derrotero para Naveg., MS., 13-22, 88-90; 
Egidos dc Méx., MS., 61; JaiUandier, Extraite, MS., passim; America De-
scrip., MS., 155-8, 166, 177-9, 196-8, 207-39; N. Vizcaya, Doc Mex., iv. 14-
21; Texas, Doc fíisL, MS., 455-9; Morfi, Doc. Mex., iv. 442-4; Escohar, 
Breve Trat. Ord., MS., passim; Berrotaran, Doc Mer., i. 171-7; Panes, 
Extcnsion, MS., passim; Reales Ordenes, iii. 5G-72, 308-12; iv. 416-19; 
MoreUi, Fasti Novi Orbis, 505-10; Mayer MSS., passim; La£t, Amef. De-
script., 256-9; Alaman, Disert, uL 38-53, 211, 390; Lcrdo de Tejada,ApunL 
Ilist., no. 5, 289-94, 366, 380-92; Arevalo, Compend., 29-30; Jumboldt, 
EssaiPoL, i. 276-81; Id., New Spain, u. 203-22; Id., Tahlas Esfad., MS., 
7-40; Id.,Versuch, ii. 178-86; Gonzales, CoL N. Leon, 39-58; Arroniz, Ilist. 
y Cron., 122-39; Ilernandez, Estad. MeJ., 17-18; Nayaritas, Rdac. Conquist, 
6; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 59-119; Verona, Paromologia, MS., 1-93; Lacunza, 
Diicursos fíisL, no. xxxv., 503-9; Rodrigucz, Cuadro Hist., 41-2; Soc Mex. 
(ieog., Bol, u. 29; iu. 239-42; iv. 19; v. 312; ix. 54; xL 504; Id., 2da ép. L 
218-22; u. 337; ui. 175-6; 3a ép. iv. 258; Nueva Espana, Brere Jlis., MS., 
141-222; Iitsfrucciones á los Vireyes, 302-17; Kerr's CoL Voy., x. 263-72, 
3ÍÎ7-40; CorreaL Voy., i. 44-5; Ortiz, Mex. Iitdep. Libre, 425-33; Zerecero, 
Rev. Mcx., 4-5, 508, 525-7; Mofras, L'E.rplcjndion, ii. 104; Zamora, Bib. 
L<g., ii. 253-5; iv. 442-4; Ortega, Alegacion, 1-50; Rivcra, Gobemantes de 
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Mex., i. 252-68; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 152-73; Notiv. Annales desVoy., c. 52; 
cUu. 8; Rivera, Hist. Jcdapa, i. 98-110, 181-3; Varios Impresos, iiL, passim; 
Fonseca y Urmtia, Reai Hac, i. 28-35, 324-5; Orizaba, Ocurrencias en, 1 et 
seq.; Registro Yucateco, ii. 5-10; Mexico, Not. Cuidad Mex., 22, 295-8; 
Zamcuiois, Hist. Méj., v. 439-553, 723-6; x. 1362-3; Pap.Var., iL, passim; 
clxvii. 3-9; cxcvi. 11 etseq.; Alvarez, Estudios HisL, iii. 263-4; Sammlung 
cdier Reisebesch, xu. 386-403, 534-52; xiii. 484-9; Monroy, Oraciones Paneg., 
passim; Ancona, Hist. Yuc, u. 316; Museo Mex., i. 51-3, 99-102; iv. 73-80; 
A smte, Oacdas, iii. 441-2, 464; Cartas Edificantes, vii. 258-9; Gaceta, Mex., 
1. ii. ui., passim; iv. 9 etseq.; v. 18-370; vi. 30-70; viiL 277-309; x. 98, 
185-6; Robinson's Mex., Rev., u. 299-302; Lussan's Journai, 143-5, 348-84; 
Mayer's Mex. Aztec, i. 213-34; Stephen's Yuc, u. 195-8; Mexico, Notes on, 
236; Wi son's Méx., 24-5; World Displayed, vL 49-65, 178-85; WesL Indies 
Geog., 124r-55; Id., Descript., 62-5; Heylin's Cosmog., 1069-80; Douglas' 
Summary, 72, 88; Chappe, Voy., 17-25; Fossey, Mex., 9; Macpherson's An-
nais, iu. 57; ArchmhoUz's Hist. Pirates, 78-84; Berenger's CoL Voy., i. 377-9, 
402-3; iu. 3-4, 89-128, 309-10, 355-72; Spanish Empire inAm., 124-5; Rob-
ertson's Hist. Am., iL 919, 1()24; JMesa y Leompart, Hist. Am., i. 487-91, 
572-5; Laharpe, Abrege, x. 86-93, 102-7, 124-31; OexmeUn, HisL de Flib., i. 
261-76; u. 285-301; iu. 273-300; MiiUer, Reisen, iu. 195; Hassd, Mex. et 
OuaL, 229-43; MoscUco Mex., i. 399-407; iv. 56-7; vi. 162-3; Larenaudiére, 
Mex. et Ghmt., Vallejo, Vida, passim; Drake, Cavendish atid Dampier, Lives, 
201-2, 270-1; Burney's Discov. SouthSea, iv. 127-8, 227-36; Ilustracion Mex., 
iu. 146-51; Fancourt's Hist. Yuc, 277-85, 292-316; Dicc Univ., i. 80, 410, 
470, 525, 667; u. 64-6, 301-2; iv. 800; v. 63; vi. 156 et seq.; vu. 341, 517-18; 
vui, 142, passim; ix, 287-432; x. 96 et seq.; Viagero Univ., xxvi. 264, 
278-9; xxvii. 58-70, 82-4; Pinkerton's Modern Oeog., 210-14; Gage's Survey, 
48-53; Id., Voyage, i. 56-68; Voyages, A New CoL, iu, 183-206; Id., His-
torical, i. 332-60; ii. 45-66; Id., New Univ. CoL, i. 141-8, 219-24; ZúiUgay 
O., Calend., 109-200; Sharp's Voy., 115-20; Payne's HisL, 67; Dunbar's 
Mex., 197-8; CastiUo, Dicc. HisL, 69, 183-6; Veracruzano, i. 34; Dampier's 
Foy., L 254-71; í7a«<cZíaíio«, iJerccAo, passim; Sartorius,Mex.,33; Castorena, 
Raeones, 1-40; Saiesii, De Confessionibtis, passim; DíUon, Hist. Mex., 76-9. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

NUEVA GALICIA. 

1601-1803. 

BouNDAKtES op THE TEKEITOBY—ITS GOVERNOBS—THE AUBIENCIA OP GUA-

DALAJAEA—ITS J U R I S D I C T I O N A N D POWERS—LOCAL GOVERNMENT—COE-

EEGIMIENTOS AND A L C A L D I A S MAYOEES—ClTIES , TOWNS, VlLLAGES, AND 

MiNiNG DisTRicTS—THE C A P I T A L — A CiTY OF O F F I C E - H O L D E E S — T E E A S -

UEY D E P A E T M E N T — I N D U S T E I A L P E O G E E S S — M i N E s — Q U I C K S I L V E E M O -

NOPOLY AND iTs E F F E C T S — A G E I C D L T U E B A N D S T O C K - E A I S L N G — L A B O B , 

C O M M E B C E , A N D SHIP-BUILDING—POPULATION AND LOCAL STATISTICS . 

DuRiNG the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
Nueva Galicia almost coincided with the territory 
which now forms the states of Jalisco, Aguas Ca-
lientes, and Zacatecas, On the south, however, those 
parts of the Ávalos provinces that lay south of Au-
tlan and Zayula, now forming part of Jalisco, appear 
to have then belonged to New Spain, and were sub-
ject to the viceroy, while in the north-east Nueva 
Galicia included the western portion of w^hat is now 
San Luis Potosí, the boundary line running near 
Charcas and Matehuala, The territory was under 
the political rule of a governor, who was also president 
of the audiencia of Guadalajara, and was appointed by 
the king, though nominally subject to the viceroy.^ 
In case of his death or inability to perform his duties 
the senior oidor of the audiencia ruled ad interim 
until a new appointment could be made, 

In the seventeenth century the governors were 

' Duríng the Utter part of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury their titles were gobemador, presidente de U real audiencia, coman-
dante general, and intendente. See Cedulario, MS., i. 114, 209; iii. 176, 238; 
Real Orden, in Mayer MSS., no. 2; Ugarte y Loyola, ReL, in Soc Mex. 
Geog., Boletin, 2d ep., iii. 307. 

(296) 
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usuaUy lawyers, and their duties in connection with 
the civil administration of the country were by no 
means arduous. Later, military men were more fre-
quently appointed, and held under the viceroy the 
Tsmk of captain-general; but their responsibilities 
were light, for peace prevailed throughout the land 
except in Nayarit, where a comandante was stationed, 
subject in military matters to viceregal orders, and in 
political and judicial affairs to the governor and audi-
encia. The election of subordinate local officials 
seems to have belonged originally to the audiencia; 
but after long disputes between that body and its 
president, during which both parties several times 
appealed to the crown, the latter received the right 
of making appointments—a license which he had 
gradually usurped.^ 

The governor subsequently named the alcaldes 
mayores and corregidores of the different districts, 
with the exception of Zacatecas and perhaps one or 
two others, where the king, for some special reason, 
retained the privilege. H e also appointed, down to 
1646, many of the officials of Nueva Vizcaya, AII 
this power would seem, however, to have been vested 
in him as president of the audiencia, for the revenues 
were administered by special treasury officials ap-
pointed by the king, the governor receiving a regular 
stipend.' 

There are few incidents worthy of record concern-
ing the governors of Nueva Galicia, and these relate 
for the most part to trivial matters, as the quarrel of 
one with a bishop about some petty formality; the 
unusual brilliancy of the bull-fights at the installation 
of another, while the building of a church or even the 

' Mota-PadilU, Conq. N. Oal., 508, is the authoríty for this usnrpation, 
and he åves the nnmber of appointments in 1742 as above 32; but Calle, 
Mem. yNot., 92, states that a century earUer the govemor had the appoint-
ment of 54 officUU in Nueva GaUcU and Nueva Vizcaya, 

' The revenue coUected in GuadaUjara from all sources from 1730 to 1740 
was 2,332,335 pesos. Mota-PaãiUa, Conq. N. Oai., 318. The same author 
boasts of the promptness with which Nueva Galica always paid her quota of 
tazation. 



-*••' CH T 
298 NUEVA GALICIA. 

transfer of a sacred image during a ruler's administra-
tion was considered by the chroniclers of this period 
an event sufficiently remarkable to place his name 
side by side with that of a viceroy. Many of them 
w êre able men, as was the case with Juan de ViIIela, 
w^hose rule lasted from 1607 to 1613.* The adminis-
tration of Diego Nunez de Morquecho, w ĥo held office 
from 1629 to 1632,^ is noteworthy from the fact that 
he enforced the laws which forbade the ill-treatment 
of Indians. The custom had become prevalent of 
practically evading the royal decrees against slavery 
by advancing to native workmen sums of money which 
they could never pay, and which thus became a life-
lien upon their labor. The governor accomplished his 
purpose by limiting the amount of a native's credit to 
five pesos.^ Antonio de Abarca, who was appointed 
in 1702, was the last of the legal profession who held 
office as governor,^ and Toribio Bodriguez de Solis, 
whose administration lasted until 1716, the first who 
bore the title of captain-general.^ 

The audiencia of Guadalajara held jurisdiction over 

*His predecessor was Santiago Vera, who was in office from 1600 to 1606, 
and i t is said that he interested himself in the conversion of the Indians in 
the north-westera sierra, but it is not recorded that he accomplished much. 
On March 6, 1610, Francisco Pacheco de Côrdoba y Bocanegra was appointed 
adelantado of Nueva Galicia, but his name does not appear as one of the 
govemors. In 1612 his wife and his son obtained a rental on the Mexican 
treasury of 1,312,500 maravedís and in the foUowing year his daughter re-
ceived an encomienda of Indians in New Spain. Ccdle, Mem. y Not., 90. 

* His predecessors were Alonso Perez Merchan, who was in power íroni 
1613 to 1617, and Pedro de Otarola, who held office from the latter date to 1629. 
During the rale of the former, earthquakes and floods occurred in the province. 
Otarola was a religious enthusiast, and is said to have committed a kind of 
pious suicide, since he died of fastiug. 

® His successor was Juan Canseco y Quinones, who was govemor from 1636 
to 1643. I t is said that he squandered the revenues of the state on buU-fights, 
and festivities for the populace, although he spent large sums on pubUc im-
provements. 

' I t is said that he died of melancholy, caused in part by the impression 
made on his mind by a tragedy styled 'Life is a Dream,' which was performed 
at his reception. The partial destruction of the governor's palace by fire may 
have increased his maUdy. On state occasions he made his appearance so 
shabbily apparelled as to cause the audiencia to make complaints at court. 

^He was appointed in 1708. His successor, Tomás Teran de los Rios, 
who undertook the task of brídging the Rio Grande, or Tololotlan, was in 
office from 171G to 1724. Govemor Nicolás de Ribera y ,Santa Cruz, w io ruled 
from 1724 to 1727, was constantly involved in difficulties with sulx)rdiuates, 
equals, and superiors. He escaped reinoval at the hands of the India Coun-
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all the regions occupied by the Spaniards north-west 
of Nueva Galicia, including also the Ávalos prov-
inces, and at times Colima.^ I t claimed jurisdiction 
as well over the northTwestern region of Coahuila and 
Texas, but the king's decision in 1679 was adverse to 
this pretension.^" I t does not appear that the au-
thority of the audiencia in Nueva Galicia differed in 
any respect from that in Nueva Vizcaya, although on 
account of distance and consequent expense, only 
cases of considerable importance came as a rule from 
the latter territory," The oidores of the audiencia 
were alcaldes in criminal proceedings, but had no voice 
in matters pertaining to war and exchequer; and after 
the time of Governor Ceballos, who ruled during the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, they lost the 
power of making higher appointments which origin-
ally they seem to have held, The president, who, as 
we have seen, was also political governor of Nueva 
Galicia, simply held the right of presiding over the 

cil only by death, and was succeeded by hU son. The few and meagre rec-
ords that have been handed down to us conceming these officials are taken 
from Mota-PadUIa, the oríginal historian of Nueva GaUcia. 

' l n 1790 Colima was subject in civil affairsto Nueva GalicU. In matters 
ecclesiastic it was entirely uuder the bishop of Michoacan tUIAugust8,1790, 
when it was finally decided that it belonged to the diocese of Guadalajara; 
and thus Colima continued belonging in all branches of administration to 
Nueva GaUcia. Colima, Representacion, MS., 4. During the 17th and 18th 
centuríes the province of Colima made Uttle progress owing to its isoUted 
position. The ViIU de Colima contLnued to hold its rank as the chief town 
and capital of the province and was the residence of the prîncipal part of the 
Spanish popuUtion. Some dozen or more smaller towns composed the remain-
ing settlemeuts, whose inhabitauts, for the most part natives, were employed 
in farmiag. Besides the usual agricultural products, a limited amount of 
sugar and cotton was produced; a few natives were employed iu the manu-
facture of matting; considerable salt was made, and a varíety of fraits, among 
which were the cocoanut and pUntain, grew in abimdance, Upon the estab-
lishment in 1787 of the system of intendencias this province became a part of 
the iutendencia of Guadalajara. Humboldt, Essai. PoL, i. 259; Caile, Mem. y 
NoL, 78; Oac de Mex., i. 273; u. 282, 342; VUUi-Senor y Sanchez, Theai.ro 
Am., u. 83-8. 

^"According to royal céduU of October 15, 1778, the audienciaof GuadaU-
jara then had jurísdiction to a certain de^ee over six provinces: Nueva 
GalicU, Zacatecas, Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, New Mexico, and the CaUfomias. 
Ceduiario, MS., uL 9-10. 

^̂  The audiencU was composed of four oidores, or judges, and a fiscal, or 
attorney, each with a saUry of 2,0(X) ducats. There was also quite a number 
of miaor officiaU of whom a few were appointed and received a saUry, but 
most of them booght their offices at auction, paying from 1,000 to 10,0(X) 
pesos, according to the prívileges and emolumenû conuected with each. 
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court, and of taking the place of honor on occasions 
of state, but had no vote in judicial matters,' 12 

In Nueva Galicia there were in the middle of the 
eighteenth century thirty-two districts under corregi-
dores and alcaldes mayores, although a century earlier, 
according to Calle's list, they numbered forty-one. 
There were three cities, Guadalajara, Zacatecas, and 
Compostela; eight towns, Lagos, Aguas Calientes, 
Jerez, FresniIIo, Purificacion, ViIIagutierre de Åguila 
or ViIIanueva, Sombrerete, and San José de Monte-
zuma, near Tepatitlan; and twenty-one reales de minas, 
or mining towns.^^ So-called pueblos and other small 
settlements scattered over the territory numbered up-
M'ard of two hundred. The officers who ruled the 
large towns with their districts annexed, known as 
alcaldías or corregimientos, were with few exceptions 
appointed by the president of the audiencia, and re-
ceived salaries, tJnder these officials in each city and 
town w êre one or more ordinary alcaldes, an alguacil 
mayor, four regidores, and a notary, forming virtually 
an ayuntamiento, though not often called by that 
name, There seem to have been no salaries attached 
to these minor positions, aiid that of alguacil, or con-
stable, wasmearly always sold at auction, at different 
times and places, Ordinarily alcaldes in some, and 
perhaps all the towns, were elected yearly, requiring, 
in the larger places at least, confirmation by the 
president, 

Guadalajara, the capital of Nueva Galicia, the cathe-
dral city, the seat of the audiencia, and the place 
where the royal treasury was kept, swarmed with 

"Abou t 1670 there was a quarrel between the president and the audien-
cia as to the ríght to appoint a govemor ad interim of Nueva Vizcaya. The 
king at first decided in favor of the president, but later reversed his decision; 
and later stiU, gave the president and fiscal a vote on the subject. Mota-Pa-
i'illa, Conq. N. Gcd., 4(X)-1. See also on audiencia Recop. de Ind., i. 326; 
C'ill', Mem.yNoL, 91-2. 

'^lnCalle 's time, 1646, there was yet a villa de Espírítu Santoat Tepic; 
Frcsnillo was only a real de mina; and neither ViIUgutierre nor San José had 
beea founded. 'This autbor names 13 reales de minas. 

T 
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offîcials, and he was a humble Spaniard indeed, who 
filled no public position, I t is not necessary to enter 
more fully into the details of the municipal machinery 
or the somewhat intricate relatiôns of the different 
branches of power in this much governed city,^* The 
treasury department was under a staff of officers whose 
chief duty it was to receive, tax, and stamp silverbull-
ion, and to deliver quicksilver for use in the mines, A t 
one time the administration of the exchequer seems 
to have been intrusted to the governor and audiencia, 
but they did not long retain control, for the king 
always took care that the precious metals in transit 
between the mines and the royal coffers in Spain 
should pass through as few hands as possible, A 
branch treasury was also established at Zacatecas, 
where the revenue for a single decade, commencing in 
1730, amounted to nearly four million pesos. 

Before 1600, as we have seen, rich mines were dis-
covered, and during the next two centuries many were 
developed, often with rich returns in spite of great dis-
advantages. They were nearly all of silver-bearing 
ore, though according to Mota-PadiIIa, very fine gold 
was taken out at Mezquital, and in such abundance 
as to be used secretly in trade throughout the 
country, This yield ceased however toward the mid-
dle of the eighteenth century. Bespecting methods 
of mining and of reduction we have little or no con-
temporaneous information, while of the yield we have 
for statistics only a few meagre, disconnected, and 
doubtless in most instances inaccurate statements 
bearing upon different localities at different periods. 

BuIIion was presented at the treasury at Guadala-
jara, Zacatecas, and in later years at Llerena, and was 
there properly stamped after the royal dues had been 

*̂ VilU-Seûor, Teatro, ii. 204-6, names the secular eabildo of GuadaUjara 
in 1745 as consisting of twelve regidores, alférez real, alguacU mayor, two 
alcaldes, contador, procurador, and notary, He also sp^ks of a custom* 
house staff. 

k^ ̂31 
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paid. Thence it must be transported to Mexico for 
sale as there w as no nearer mint.^^ The labor was 
mainly performed by Indians, under Spanish over-
seers, nominally working for wages of from two to 
five pesos a month, yet practically held in bondage 
during much of the time and in many sections.^^ The 
severest toil, however, fell to the lot of negro slaves. 

Notwithstanding the richness of the ores, the min-
ing industry was well nigh paralyzed by the govern-
ment monopoly of quicksilver, which restricted the 
production of that metal to the mines of Almaden in 
Spain. Bich deposits are said to have been discovered 
in Nueva Galicia, especially in the Sierra de Pinos, 
but its extraction was prohibited by cédula of 1730. 
The immediate effect was of course to make the price 
of quicksilver so excessive that only the most produc-
tive mines could be profitably worked, to say nothing 
of the occasional failure of the supply on account of 
interrupted communication with Mexico. But these 
were not the only disadvantages of the monopoly; for 
not only must the quicksilver be brought directly from 
the government oífîcials, but must be bought only in 
large quantities. No subsequent transactions were 
allowed, nor any retail trade in this commodity. I t 
Avas not enough, however, that quicksilver must be 
bought in large quantities and at exorbitant rates; 
the purchaser must at the same time become responsi-
ble for the payment of the tax on the amount of silver 
bullion which the supply purchased would enable him 
to produce! This was intended to prevent frauds in 
evading the payment of taxes and tithes; but the 
practical effect was that if the discoverer of a mine 
happened to be a man without means he was com-
pelled to take others into partnership; and when the 

" I n 1607 a royal order was obtained ordering a mint to be established at 
Zacatecas, but nothing was done in the matter. Bemardez, Zac, 38; ViUa-
Senor, Teatro, u. 223. 

'*Dampier, Voyage, i. 269, speaks of some hundreds of IndUn sUves who 
worked in the silver mines near Centizpac in 1686, carryingore toComposteU 
and supplies back to the mines. 

T 
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mine proved valuable, litigations would foUow, and 
the discoverer would too often lose his interest,^^ 

A t this period the industries of agriculture and 
stock-raising were fairly prosperous, There was no 
lack in Nueva Galicia of fertile land, which produced 
an abundant food-supply, while in ocean and river 
there were excellent fisheries, Several small vessels 
were built on the coast for expeditions to California, 
the workmen being sent from Mexico and encamping 
at some suitable spot near the mouth of a river, where 
they felled the timber, built the craft, and then aban-
doned their camp, Of manufactures there were none, 
except the rude articles made by the natives for their 
own use, and the commerce of the country was carried 
on by native carriers, pack-mules, and wagon-trains, 
by means of which agricultural products were carried 
to the nearest market, ore and bullion forwarded 
from the mines, and tools, machinery, quicksilver, and 
clothing brought overland from the city of Mexico, 
To the capital were also sent the few articles of prod-
uce which would pay the cost of freight, together 
with herds of live-stock, A t times the privilege of 
killing and exporting cattle was restricted by the gov-
ernor on complaint of the ecclesiastical authorities 
that the amount of tithes was thereby diminished. 

The city of Mexico derived much greater benefit 
from the resources of Nueva Galicia than did the 
province itself In the capital alone could any products 
except those of mine or field be exchanged for money,̂ ® 
Men were not wanting who understood these disad-
vantages, and foremost among them was Mota-PadiIIa, 
who never ceased his efforts to separate the country 
from New Spain, to obtain for her ports a trade with 
China and with Central and South America; to estab-
lish a mint, and make Guadalajara a centre of trade; 

" ' Ya se tiene por cierto que cuando se liiága sobre mina se pierden las 
leyes.' Mota-PadilUi, Conq. N. Oai., 321. 

'B'México se ha hecho garganta precisa por donde haya de pasar todo,' 
Mota-PadiUa, Conq. N. Oal., 263-4. 

A 
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but the pressure brought to bear on the king from 
the New World metropolis was always too strong, 
and the interests of the province were disregarded.^* 

The total population of Nueva Galicia in the middle 
of the eighteenth century was estimated at not less 
than two hundred thousand, of which number sixty 
thousand were Indians and the remainder of Spanish 
and mixed blood, Though this seems a comparatively 
high figure, Mota-PadiIIa certainly had excellent ap-
portunities for obtaining correct statistics.^" During 
the second half of the century the population seems 
to have increased more rapidly; for we find that at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century the popula-
tion of Guadalajara was variously estimated at from 
nineteen to thirty-five thousand, and that under the 
jurisdiction of the audiencia as high as six hundred 
and thirty thousand.^^ 

I t will be remembered that at the close of the six-
teenth century Zacatecas was the new EI Dorado w hich 
attracted settlers and adventurers from all parts; the 
population rapidly increased; mines were being dis-
covered and developed, and a great future seemed to 
be in store for the new colony. A t that time the site 
of the city of Zacatecas seemed anything but pleasant 

' ' F r o m 1748-53, according to the Noticias Biog. of Icazbalceta, the his-
torían made efí"orts to have tiie four jurisdictions of the coast, Purificacion, 
Tepic, Acaponeta, and Centizpac, formed into a new government, to be placed 
under liimself as raler. 

^"Mota-PadiIIa's actual basis is the number of Indian tributaries, which 
was 8,000, representing 1G,000 persons, not including chiefs, the aged, or 
children. Conq. X. Gcd., 509. Gil, Soc Mex. Ge.og., viii. 493, says the popu-
lation iu about 1750 was estimated at aboiit 115,000. 

^' Gil, in Soc Mex. Geog., viii. 493, tnsists howeverthat in 1807, on taking 
tríbute, thc population was found to be only 130,000, having increased but 
15,000 since 1750. Thcre is no doubt that there was a misunderstanding as 
to the territory included. Humboldt, J''ssiii PoL, 155, and New Sjmin, ii. 
180-3, gives for the intendencia of Gluadalajara 630,500, and for the city 
19,500; 6,381 square leagues with O^'i,')!'! inhabitants are mentioned in Tri-
hunal del Consulado, 1805. Ortiz, Mex. Ii l'p., 79, gives 630,000 for 1803. 
According to Xavarro, in Soc Mex. Gcog., 2(la ép., i. 291, in 1810 the inten-
denciaof Guadalajaracomprised 9,612 square leagues; 28partidos, I(X)curacies, 
9 missions, 2 cities, 7 towns, 326 viUages, :;3 mining districts, 370 haciendas, 
1,511 ranchos, and 118 stock ranches. There were 29 convents and 7 nun-
neries; 441 clérigos, 1!)2 friars, and 225 nuns; there were 164,420 Spaniards, 
172,676 Indians, and 179,720 of mixed blood, making a total popuUtion, 
including the religious, of 517,674. 
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to the Spaniards. The soil was little adapted to the 
cultivation of wheat, maize, or even fruit, excepting 
the Indian fig, the cactus apuntia covering the neigh-
borhood in every direction. Nevertheless its location 
had many advantages. The climate, though change-
able, was healthy, being never excessively hot or cold. 
In the vicinity variety of temperature favored the 
cultivation of different agricultural products. Cattle-
raising became an important feature at an early day, 
and besides silver, copper lead and other metals were 
found in abundance.'^^ 

' f ' 

ClTY OF ZACATECAS. 

The three or four persons in charge of the treasury, 
and the corregidor, appointed directly by the king, 
were the only officials who were paid a salary at Zaca-

"̂ The veins around Zacatecas city yielded in 1608 an average of morethan 
two ounces per cental. There were 20 haciendas de mînas, whose owners were 
worth from 30,000 to 1(X),000 pesos each, and employed about 100 Spaniards, 
the same number of negroes, and 1,500 Indians. Each hacienda worked about 
80 centals a day. No smelting was done, and only mule power was used. 
Zacatecas, ReL, in Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, ix. 182-7. At San 
Andrés General Mendiola tore down hisstonebuildings, the material yielding 
three marks per cental. The product of the mines a t Zacatecas had declined 
considerably in 1732; there were only 24 reduction works; tlie expenses 
1,300,0(X) pesos per year; and the king received 257,350 pesos. Bemardez, 
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tecas, and the salable offices brought at auction from 
six to eight thousand pesos.^^ The province had also 
a lieutenant captain-general, and a force of troops for 
protection in case of outbreaks among the natives.'̂ * 
In wealth and probably in population the city was 
superior to the capital of Nueva Galicia,^^ 

The mining districts of FresniIIo, Sombrerete, Pi-
nos, Nieves, Mazapil, and Zacatecas were all alcaldías 
mayores, subject to a corregimiento, to which grade, 
in 1736, the so-called province of Zacatecas was 
raised, the districts of Aguas Calientes and Juchipila 
being added three years later, When the alcaldías 
mayores and corregimientos were abolished by the 
ordinance establishing intendencias, these latter dis-
tricts were made a part of the intendencia of Gua-
dalajara, until joined to that of Zacatecas by royal 
decree of December 30, 1791, 

The town of Aguas Calientes derived its name from 
the thermal springs in its immediate vicinity,^^ In 

Zac, 42-50. In 1750 the mines did not yield more than 5(X),(XX) pesos; but 
the output increased in a few years to ten times as much through the efíbrts 
of one Laborde. Jacobs' Hist. Inq., ii. 153. The wealthiest inhabitant of 
Zacatecas was Agustin de Zavala, who in 20 years had paid in silver king's 
fifths to the amoimt of 800,000 pesos, which shows that during that time he 
had sent to be marked 4,000,000. Salgado, Vida, 23. This is the same Zavala 
who was govemor of Nuevo Leon. 

^ Zacatecas, ReL, in Pacheco and Cârdenas, CoL Doc, ix. 184-6. Miery 
Campo, in Retnsta Lien., ii. 111, says the royal treasury was estabUshed in 
1707. 

'^^ In 1608 Cristôbal de Cardivar is named as holding the position of ' teni-
ente de capitan general.' Ibid. The same writer speaks of a govemor of 
Zacatecas appointed every six years by the council of the Indies. A ' capitan 
á guerra' is also mentioned about 1745 in ViUa-Senor, Teatro, ii. 223. 

^̂  The population of the province of Zacatecas for 1793 as given by Hum-
boldt, Essai PoL, i. 57, 155, was 118,027; that of the capital, 25,495, and in 
1803, 153,300 including city and province. For description of principal 
places see LL, 260-61; also Viagero, Univ., xxvu. 105-6. For the latter 
year the tribunal del consulado, in Soc Mex. Geog., Bo etin, ii. 6, gives 1681 
square leagues and 151,749 inJiabitants. MuriIIo, Geog. HisL, 814, gives 
40,000 for the city in 1778-9, and CanceUda, Ruina, 73-5, the same figures 
as the consulado. Navarro, in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep., i. 291, has 
in 1810 for the intendencU of Zacatecas 2,355 square leagues, with 22,296 
Spaniards, 40,872 Indians, and 77,555 other races; 6 partidos, 17 curates, a 
city, 2 villas, 28 pueblos, 19 reales de minas, 108 haciendas, 438 ranchos, and 
16cattle ranchos. See also LUnt's Geog., u. 132; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, ix. 
27"; Bercfhes, Zuc, 4; 2!uniga y 0., Calend., 116-17; N Esp., Brev. Res., iL 
319-20. 

^*The town used the royal arms, having no coat of arms of its own. 
A'juirre, Doc Antig., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep. iii. 19. For other 
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1794 it had a parish church and three convents with 
about thirty friars, and as many other clergymen. 
There was also a public school supported by funds 
bequeathed by a resident of that town. Toward the 
end of the eighteenth century the population was 
rapidly increasing,^^ and mining, commerce, agricult-
ure, and stock-raising had made great progress. 

FresniIIo had at this period about five thousand in-
habitants and was governed by a lieutenant under thc 

• V w 

ZACATECAS, AGUAS CALIENTES, SAN LUIS POTOSÍ, 

alcalde of Jerez; there was a large parochial church 
and a Dominican hospice, The site was little better 
than that of Zacatecas. The mines in the hills of 
Proano, south-west of the town, belonged for the most 
part to the marquis of Apartado.^^ 

Most of the settlements in the province of San 

detaUs conceming it see Id., ii. 18; Dicc Univ., i. 77-8; S. Migttel, Rep. 
Mex., i. 7. 

^ ' In l794the town had 8,376 inhabitants. Aguirre, Doc. Antig., ia Soc 
Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep. iu. 21-5. See for other detaiU Dias, Mex., v. 
322; Gazeta Mex., L-xv., passim. 

^̂  The curacy of FresnUIo was said to be the most lucrative in Nueva 
GalicU, paying $12,000 per year. Morfi, in Doc Hist. Mex., 3d ser. iv, 333-5. 
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Luis Potosí were founded toward the close of the six-
teenth and during the early part of the seventeenth 
century, and there is nothing that requires record 
concerning their progress, The capital of the same 
name is situated on the eastern declivity of the great 
plateau of Anáhuac, in a fertile and extensive valley, 
bounded on the west by the mountains of San Luis. 
The oldest records of the town council date back to 
1612, the title of city being awarded by the king in 
1656,^ The population in 1604 consisted of eight 
hundred Spaniards and some three thousand Indians; 
and about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
Villa-Seiior states it at sixteen hundred families, 
Most of the natives were distributed among the 
mines of San Pedro and the neighboring haciendas, 
and from this time forward the population seems to 
have increased rapidly.^ 

San Pedro, Charcas, ViIIa del Valle, Guadalcázar, 
Pánuco, and other towns were also in a flourishing 
condition.^^ The mining town of Catorce, so named 
on account of the murder of fourteen soldiers by sav-
ages in ancient times, appears to have been founded 
in 1772,̂ ^ though some place the date as early as 1738. 

^^ Iturriharria, in Soc Mcx. Geog., Boletin, vu. 300. According to Arle-
gui, 57, in 1666. 

"̂ Statistics concemingthe populationof San Luis Potosí run widely apart. 
Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 57, gives for 1793 in the city 8,571, and in the pro-
vince 242,280; for 1803, 12,000 and 334,900 respectively. CastiUo, inSoc Mex. 
Geog., Boletin, .Sd ep.v . 497, give3 22,000for theci ty in 1787—an absurd state-
ment. Taladc z, Not., in/rf., 58, 61, in 1794 for the province 168,002. Not. de 
Ep., in Id., ii. 19, for 1805, 18G,.10.3; so J'rih. ConsuL in Id., 16; see for 
population at difí'erent periods Id., Id., ix. 272; for 1808. Cancelada, Jiuina, 
73^5, gives 311,503. Navarro, in Si,c. Mex. Gcog., Boletin, 2d ep. i. 291, 
gives for the intendencia of San Luis in 1810: 2,357 square leagues, with 
2J,G00 Spaniards, 88,949 Indians, 02,007 of mixed race, a total of 173,651. 
There were 10 partidos, 23 curacies, and 19 missions; one city, 2 villas, 49 
pueblo.s, 15 reales de minas, 124 haciendas, 431 ranchos, and 18 cattle ranchos. 
Properly there were 14 partidos, 10 under the viceroy, and four under the 
commander-general of the provincias orientales. See also fíassel, fíandbuch, 
Mex. and Ct ú., 224-9. 

^̂  In 1740 iSan Pedro had 100 families of SpanUrds, mestizos, and mulattoes, 
with some 2,000 Indians in the vicinity; Charcas, 40 or 50, and ViIUdel VaUe 
240 Spanish families. V'dla-Se ' r, Thcatro, i. 54-9. 

' ' S e e Campo, Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep. iv. 374. Five thousand in-
l iabitantsaregiven for the year 1776, in Ward's Mex., ii. 132-3, which seema 
« -xaL'gerated. According to Haâsel, Handhuch, the mines were discovered in 
1770. 
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Cedral was established in 1780, and became a doc-
trina in 1790,^ 

The alcalde mayor of San Luis Potosí held the 
title of lieutenant captain-general, the appointment 
being made on account of the proximity of that prov-
ince to the Chichimec frontier, where, however, the 
friars were actively engaged in the work of conversion. 
The ayuntamiento of the capital consisted of twelve 

. regidores, alcaldes, alguaciles, and other necessary 
officials.̂ * The title of city was granted by viceroy 
Alburquerque in 1656, and was confirmed by Felipe 
I I I , August 17, 1658, On the 25th of October 1787 
the province was made an intendencia,^ 

Of the mining and other industries I shall have 
occasion to speak later. The only disturbances which 
seem to have occurred in San Luis Potosí are those 
on the occasion of the Jesuit expulsion in 1767. 
When these were suppressed, the province made ex-
traordinary progress, remaining free from political 
convulsions until in 1810 the country was aroused by 
the revolution of Dolores.^^ 

' ' See article on San Lnis Potosí, in Dicc Univ., x, 321, and Iturribarria, 
in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, vu. 304. 

'*At an early date the city had five convents and a Jesuit college. Ccdle, 
Mem. y Not., 77; Santos, Chron., 467. 

'^ The first intendente was Bruno Diaz Salcedo, who took possession on the 
same day. CastiUo, in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 3d ep. v. 497. See also in 
Id.,ii. 19-20, 96-110; HumboldL EssaiPoL, i. 282-5; ZunigayO., Caiend., 
117; GazetaMex., L-xvi., passim. 

'^Besides Mota-PadiUa the foUowing authoríties have been consulted for 
matters treated in this chapter: Torquemada, iu. 333-4, 342, 384; ApostoUcos 
Afanes, passim; ViUa-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, ii. 204-26; Zacaiecas, Rel., 
in Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, ix., 179-91; Alegre, Hist. Comp., i. 205-
29,440; u. 24-5, 52-3, 81-2, 156-9, 241, 416 et seq.; iiL 20-1,64-9,91-2,191-2; 
Arlegui, Cron. Zac, passim; Bernardez, Zac, 20-90; Mic ioacan, Prov., 95, 
115-16; Arricivita, Crtín. Seráf, 92, 590; Espinosa, Crtín. AposL, 415, 499-
607; Ayeta, Defensa Verdad, passim; Ribas, Hist. Triumphhs, 729; Margil 
de Jesus, Notizie, passim; Venegas, Not. CaL, ii. 515-16; Dicc Univ., iv. 
375-9; ix. 860-2; x. 168, 1032-88; Instruccion Vireyes, 3, 12, 126; Iglesias, 
Rd., 289-316; Jalisco, NoL, 16-23, 66, 141; Mofras, Explor., i. 266; Lazcano, 
Vida de Oviedo, 149-56; Alfaro y Piiía, Cat. de Guád., 5-14; CastilUi, Espejo, 
1-297; Revista, Scim., u. 110-11; Morfi, Diario, 329; Jacob's Hist. Inq., ii. 
153; Dampier's Voy., i. 257-72; Salvador, in Doc. Hist. Mex., 3d seríes, iv. 
653; Cavo, Tres Siglos, iL 163-4; Museo Mex., 2d ep, L 2; Funndl's Voy., 
91; €íU, in Soc. Mex. Oeog., vuL 493, 
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CHAPTER XVII . 

T H E C O N Q U E S T O F N A Y A R I T . 

1701-1722. 

T H E LAST REFUGE OP IDOLATRY IN NUEVA GALICIA—GEOGRAPHY OP NAYA-

RiT—CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NATTVES—PARTIAL SUCCESS OP ARISBABA 

iN 1618—TROUBLE AT ACAPONETA—MASSACRE OP BRACAMONTE AND HIS 

P A E T Y I N 1701—REVOLT AT COLOTLAN—THE BAREFOOT F R I A R S — M E N -

DIOLA'S EXPEDITION AND T H E F I E S T JESUIT A T T E M P T — T H E TONATI 

VisiTS MEXICO—His TEEATY AND HIS FLIGHT—PEEPARATIONS AND OB-

STACLES AT ZACATECAS—CAMP AT PEYOTLAN—FLORES IN COMMAND— 

AssAULT ON THE M E S A — T H E NAYARITS SUBDUED AND CONQUEST 

ACHIEVED—PEOGEESS OP TE[B MISSIONS. 

AFTER the conclusion of the Mixton war^ it was be-
Ueved that the powerful blow administered by Vice-
roy Mendoza to the revolted savages of Nueva Galicia 
had been final, The utter defeat and rout of the 
Chichimecs, who then made a last heroic effort to 
throw off the Spanish yoke, had been decisive, The 
Spaniards enjoyed the peaceful possession of the terri-
tory in the firm belief that no further attempts would 
ever be made by the scattered natives to assert their 
ancient rights, The Indians had not been finally sub-
dued, however, and two centuries later the struggle 
was to be renewed, Many of the natives who had 
escaped death or captivity at Cuiná, Nochistlan, and 
Mixton had taken refuge in what was later known as 
the sierra of Nayarit,^ 

' See Hist. Mex., ii. 490-515, this series. 
* The region so called is situated in modem JaUsco, north of the Tololo-

tlan, on and south of the Durango boundary, east of the coast province of Aca-
poneta, west of Zacatecas, on and near the river San Pedro. In Nayaritas, 
ReL, 4-5, Xayarit is descríbed as a province of 22 pueblos, lying within a 
triangle formed by the towns of Zacatecas, HuajuquiIIa, and Guazamota. I t 
included a valley enclosed by high mountains broken only by the Rio Vara-

(310) 
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Very little has been learned about the country 
since its so-called conquest in the first quarter of the 
last century, I t is still inhabited for the most part 
by aborigines seemingly but little under the control 
of Mexican authority, and has become famous of late 
years as the central stronghold from which the native 
chieftain Lozada attempted valiantly, but in vain, to 
restore the independence of his nation, One or two 

NAYAEIT, 

difficult passes, easily defended against a superior in-
vading force, lead to a succession of wooded peaks, 
arid mesas, huge chasms, and small valleys of consid-
erable fertility. The natives inhabiting this region 
became known to the Spaniards as Nayarits, Coras, 
and Tecualmes; there were also other minor tribes, 
who together with them claimed descent from the 

nia—by which may be meant the Tololotlan. The entrance is ten leagues 
from Guazamota. According to Aposttílicos Afanes, 173, the chief river is the 
Jesus María y Joseph, probably the modern San Pedro, which is tributary to 
the Tololotlan. Mota-PadiIIa and Alegre content themselves with givin,' 
lati tude and longitude, with general bearings from well known points. I t is 
evident that the early writers knew nothing of X'^ayarit geography. 
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Aztecs, a claim supported to some extent by their 
language.^ 

In the central parts of Nayarit are two plateaus, 
known as the mesas del Tonati and del Cangrejo, on 
the former of which were the nation's sacred temples. 
The people were a bold race of mountaineers, for the 
most part savages, their Aztec forefathers having 
handed dowm to them only a few religious forms, and 
a knowledge of agriculture. They enjoyed a fine and 
healthy climate. In their territory was an abundance 
of wild fruits, and no lack of game. They dwelt in 
sccurity under the protection of their own gods, with 
whom they were content; but what they seem to have 
prized above all was their long immunity from Span-
ish and christian intermeddling. Nevertheless they 
beheld with distrust the progress of the Spaniards, 
and gradually found themselves entirely surrounded 
by numerous missions. From their observations and 
the reports of fugitives they had ample opportunities 
to study the effects of the new institutions that had 
encircled their retreat; but their conclusion w âs that 
their old gods, customs, and mlers were good enough. 
Like most other natives, the}'̂  doubted not their abil-
ity to resist, with the aid of their natural defenccs, 
notwithstanding their small numbers—perhaps never 
more than three or four thousand. Circumstances 
contributed to strengthen their self-confidence as the 
Spaniards long delayed active measures to subdue 
them. 

The Indians in their visits to the coast, where they 
were wont to obtain salt in large quantities for barter 
with inland tribes, or to the Zacatecan towns, came 
often into friendly contact with the friars and soldiers, 
always declining their invitations to become christians, 
and gradually forming the idea that submission was to 

' See Native Racesof the Pa/íific States, ui. 719-20. The region is often 
called sierra de los Coras. According to Appsttílicos Afanes, 8-9, the X'ay-
aríts were there when the ^Mexicans marched south in search of homes, and 
the long lines of intrenchments by which they defended their Und were stiU 
visible in 1732. 
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be alt<^ether optional. The friars, however, had other 
views. 

In the sixteenth century there is no record of any 
definite communication with Nayarit; but we are told 
that in the first years of the seventeenth, Captain 
Ger6nimo de Arciniega penetrated to Guainamota, 
took thence two thousand Indians, and with them 
founded four settlements.* Then we have a vague 
narrative of the expedition in 1616 to 1618 of Cap-
tain Miguel Caldera with several companions, They 
are said to have set forth from Compostela and to 
have spent some time about the entrance to the for-
bidden realms, meeting the king and his attendants, 
receiving four chUdren as a gift, and making so favor-
able an impression that some of the Nayarits came to 
Tepic and even submitted to baptism. About the 
same time a band of rebeUious Tepehuanes from 
Durango sought refuge in the southem sierra, and 
Captain Bartolomé Arisbaba, pursuing them, met 
Caldera and the Indians at Guazamota. Here was 
a chance for the great chief to give a practical demon-
stration of his new friendship, as in fact he is said to 
have done, by offering to join in the pursuit. Of the 
result we only know that Arisbaba left on a stone 
preserved in the church at Guazamota as late as the 
middle of the eighteenth century, an inscription recit-
ing that in 1618 he conquered the province of San 
José del Gran Nayar. His conquest however cannot 
have been a very effectual one, probably consisting of 
certain ceremonies of formal submission, of which the 
wily natives were ever prodigal outside of their own 
territory; and Guazamota was on the frontier and 

*Mota-PadUla, Conq. N. Oal., 458-9, Other IndUns were added in 1603, 
and in 1605 the king thanked Arciniega for hU services. The same anthor 
reUtes that in 1613 father Mignel de Aranzú walked barefoot np the Sierra 
deloa Coras, meeting many natives nnder a one-eyed chieftain who said hU 
name was Nayarit, thns originating a name for the province and for the peo-
ple. It U probable that the name did come from a native rnler. According 
to Apostálieot Afanes, 2, 9, it was from Ell Naye, the first who attained to 
rrød power. El Gran Nayar U another and, according to thU author, more 
vîugar form. He however calU the chief raler in 1616 El Gran Nayaiit. 

iÊm 
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not within the pass, From this time, the Franciscans 
seem to have had a station there.^ 

I t was also in 1617 that Acaponeta was attacked 
and destroyed by a force said to have come from Du-
rango, and which seems to have incited a revolt of 
the natives in this region, Aid soon came from Gua-
dalajara and Guadiana however, and peace was re-
stored. I t is not unlikely that Arisbaba was in 
command of the reénforcement sent on this occasion, 
and that it was against the destroyers of Acaponeta 
that the alliance of the Gran Nayarit was utilized, 
In 1667, and again a few years later, the Franciscans 
drew from Nayarit some converts for their outside 
missions. According to a royal decree of 1673 the 
friars were to be aided in their efforts, but nothing 
more was done during the century,^ 

In 1701 Captain Francisco Bracamonte, who seems 
to have been military commander on the frontier, had 
gained the friendship of the Nayarits, and was even 
known as protector of the Gran Nayar, Governor 
Gutierre of Nueva Galicia now proposed to use his 
influence in the subjugation of their territory, Bra-
camonte, not without misgivings, accepted the offer, 
and with several priests, escorted by a dozen soldiers, 
set about his task, The Nayarits were indignant at 
this action of their friend, and forbade all further ad-
vances, Foolishly Bracamonte was induced by his 
companions to go on and enter the pass known as EI 
Simon. The result was that only one of the ill-fated 
band escaped, badly wounded, the rest being slain 
with their commander,'^ 

The natives now became more aggressive in their 
policy. In 1702 there were tumults on the frontier, 
during which the Nayarits not only sheltered fugitives, 

^ AposttíUcos Afanes, 28-34; Alegre, Hist. Comp., iii. 197-8. Arlegui, 
Cron. Zac, 172, tells us that his order tirst entered Nayarit in 1635. 

«See Motu-Padilla, Conq. X. GuL, 459. 
' The account of this occurrence in Aposttílicos Afanes, 34-5, is made up 

from a written statement by the survivor, and from the testimony of some 
Indians who were present a t the massacre. 
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but sent a force under the chief Tzomon to aid the 
malecontents. Depredations were committed from 
time to time; and though open rebellion was finally 
prevented on the west, the dissatisfaction spread east-
ward, and in 1703-4 as we are told by Arlegui, the 
Indians of the Tololotlan sierra rose, killed Captain 
Silva, their protector, threatened their curate, and 
stole everything within their reach, They were four 
thousand in number, held meetings at Nostic, and sur-
rounded Tlaltenango; but Count Santa Bosa marched 
against them with three hundred men from Zacate-
cas, and defeated them with considerable slaughter. 
Whether the Nayarits took any active part in this 
revolt we are not informed.* 

The Nayarits, though often professing friendship 
or even submission on the border, allowed no white 
man to enter their province; and thus, by tl|^ weak-
ness of Spanish effort rather than by any achievement 
of their own, became day by day more firmly con-
vinced that they could not be conquered. Various 
attempts were made to reduce them, but with insuffi-
cient forces. Then a party of devoted Franciscans 
from Nueva Galicia started barefooted from Guada-
lajara for the dominions of the devU and Gran Nayar. 
But not even bare and saintly feet were permitted to 
enter there, and the sorrowing friars turned back 
from Guazamota. AU this occurred before 1709. 
The Nayarits, however, as proved later, were by no 
means invincible; all that was required for their 
reduction was a determined effort by a few hundred 
armed men.* 

The time for decisive action had not yet arrived. 

'Arlegui, Oron. Zac, 89-90, 201. Mota-PadilU, Conq. N. Oai., 469, givea 
the date of the defeat of Bracamonte—whom he calU Juan— în 17()9. 

• The Jesnit chroniclers, Uke the author of the Society's Aposttílicos Afanes, 
or ApostoUc Labors, thongh donbtless conversant with the facts, deUght 
in exaggerating here as elsewhere the fruitless eflbrts of state and church to 
bring gentiles to law and faith before the task was undertaken by the com-
pany of Jesns. The Jesnits were, like other orders, zealous and able workers; 
bnt they aUo had the good fortune in several notable instances to undertake 
a difficnlt task, just when the govenunent was leady to leam by past ex-
períence and adopt an effective poUcy, 
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Pursuant to the recommendation of oidor Pacheco of 
Guadalajara, a royal decree of 1709 ordered both the 
viceroy and the audiencia to intrust the spiritual con-
quest of the savage district to the famous Franciscan 
friar Margil de Jesus. Delays occurred, and the plan 
of Padre Margil was not matured till 1711. His sug-
gcstions w êre adopted and all needed aid promised, 
but he was instructed in case of failure to make care-
ful observations which might be useful in the future. 
The good friar, with his companion, Fray Luis Del-
gado Cervantes, and six frontier caciques, set out for 
Guazamota. The Nayarit chief was notified of their 
intention, and permission to advance was denied. The 
Nayarits would sooner die than become Christians. 
Still, Father Margil pressed forward until stopped b}" 
hostile demonstrations. No miracle took place to 
soften ^ e barbarian's heart. The chief insultingly 
gave the friars for supper a fox-skin stuffed with 
straw, and retired with his men to the mountains. 
This was too much for Christian digestion; and sadly 
the would-be apostles again turned back. By force 
alone could the gospel of peace be given to these 
obstinate heathen, and Father Margil now came to 
the sensible conclusion that the next attempt at con-
version should be made with the assistance of at least 
a hundred well armed soldiers. But this was expen-
sive, and Nayarit must wait.^^ 

The next expedition was accompanied by a member 
of the company of Jesus. Obstacles now began to dis-
appear, and compared with preceding attempts this 
one was almost a success. General Gregorio Matias 
de Mendiola, w ith thirty Spaniards, a hundred Ind-
ians, and some friars, arrived at Guazamota in 1715, 
early in December, In January 1716 the Nayarit 

'" Father Pablo FeUpe wrote a report of this embassy from which comes 
the information in AposttíUcos Afanes, 55-61. The date is made 1710 in Nay-
arítas, ReL, 6, and Pedro Álvarez de Roa is named as protector in that year. 
In the saint's Ufe, Margil, Xotizie, 67-72, it is stated that he was on the point 
of beiug kiUed during this joumey, but that God strack terror into the hearts 
of the savages, thus saving his life. 
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chiefs allowed them to enter the pass, and the country 
was named, after the day, Provincia del Santo Nombre 
de Jesus, Passing across the San Pedro up a steep 
grade to a plateau, they were ceremoniously received 
by four hundred young warriors; further on they met 
the priests of the sun and Nayarit nobility, They were 
greeted with the barbarous etiquette of the sierra 
tribes. The savages readily went through the forms 
of submission to the authority of Felipe V., but re-
fused to change their religion. 

Argument was in vain, and after several days of 
festivity the Spaniards noted some peculiarities of con-
duct on the part of their hosts, which prompted them 
to retire with more alacrity than they had entered,^^ 

The mountaineers now became more haughty and 
daring than ever, until the tribes of the coast, tired 
of their continued outrages, assumed about 1718 a 
hostile attitude, attacked small parties which ventured 
out of the stronghold, and finally were able to cut off 
Nayarit communication with the coast. Then came a 
new cédula urging as usual active measures for the 
breaking up of this last refuge of idolatry in Nueva 
Galicia. The viceroy put the matter into the hands 
of Martin Verdugo de Haro, corregidor of Zacatecas, 
and the latter intrusted it to Juan de la Torre Valdés 
y Gamboa, a rich and popular citizen of Jerez, with 
the suggestion that a Nayarit representative be in-
duced to visit Mexico. Circumstances were favorable, 
since the Nayarits were in great trouble about the 
cutting-off of their salt supply for consumption and 
trade. Pablo Felipe, native chief and governor at 
San Nicolás, exerted his diplomatic powers in favor 
of Spanish interests, and, particularly in the interests 
of his friend Torre, easily persuaded the Indians that 
the viceroy alone could effectually redress their wrongs, 
that a personal application to that official was essential, 

" A letter to the bishop, Febraary 25, 1716, by Father Solchaga, who ac-
companied this expedition as chapUin, U the anthority given In Apostôlicos 
Afanes, 63-73; it is foUowed in Alegre, Hist. Comp., iu. 199-201, Other 
wríters do not mention MendioU's expedition. 
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and that Juan de la Torre was the man above all others 
to accompany their embassy to Mexico and take charge 
of their interests. 

Accordingly the tonati, or giiestlacatl, that is to say 
the chief,*'̂  notified Torre of his purpose to visit him 
with fifty of his subjects for consultation. The viceroy 
was notified of this intended visit by a letter of the cor-
regidor dated November 25,1720,̂ **^^ a time when Juan 
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"Called also Tonat, Tonatin, Tonatiuh, Tonali, Nayarit, Nayerít, Nayar, 
Naye, GiiestUcalt, GuactUco, and GueitUcal. 

^^Nayaritas, Relacion de la Conquista de la Provincia de los Nayaritas en 
el Reyno de la Nueva Espaíla, que consiguieron las Arnuts de su Magestad á 
príncipios de este ano de 1722, Madrid (about 1723), sm. 4to, 30 p. This is a 
report dated Madríd, Oct. 6, 1722, apparently made to, and by order of, the 
king, by a writer whose name is not given. It is a little volume of consider-
able historícal value which has now become very rare. 

Another important authority on the final conquest U the GoÆetas de Mex-
ici,, a serial publication, or newspaper, begun by Dr. Juan Ignacio de Casto-
1 eiia y Ursúa at the beginning of 1722, just in time to include in the first 
numbers for January-AprU of that year, the news from Nayarit. These old-
est numbers were reprinted in Doc fíist. Mex., série ii. iv. Of the series 
from 1784 to 1821 I have a complete set in my Ubrary. 

I?^^"^i 
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Berrotaran was negotiating for the conduct of the en-
terprise, having offered to raise two hundred men for 
forty days at his own cost; but he immediately ap-
pointed Torre capitan protector of Nayarit, with four 
hundred and fifty pesos per year for his expenses, and 
an aUowance of two or three hundred with which to 
entertain the embassy." This according to Mota-
PadiIIa was on December lOth, and at the appointed 
time the tonati with his fifty companions arrived at 
Jerez. Every attention was shown them, both here 
and at Zacatecas where they soon went with their pro-
tector. The devil, fearing to be forced from his last 
Galician intrenchments, circulated a report that the 
tonati's companions were not Nayarits at all, but 
apostate frontiersmen, This not being credited, he 
worked upon the fears of the Indians themselves, so 
that twenty-five of the fifty on one excuse or another 
returned home, The rest foUowed their ruler to 
Mexico, where they arrived under the escort of Cap-
tain Torre and Captain Santiago Bioja, in February 
1721,'" 

The visitors were entertained in the metropolis 
with the attention and pomp due their rank, hospi-
talities being measured somewhat by what the Span-
iards hoped to gain. They created no little sensation 
among all classes, and were themselves suitably im-
pressed, though we are told they were successful in 
concealing their wonder, A t their first audience for 
the transaction of business, perhaps on March 16th, 
each of the native nobles, kneeling, presented to the 
viceroy an arrow, and the tonati offered his wand and 
a crown of feathers, all in token of submission, In 
retum the marquis Valero expressed thanks, pardoned 
past deUnquencies, and received a written memorial 
containing the Nayarit grievances. A t the second 

^* So say Mota-PadilU and the ReUicion. According to Apostdlicos Afams 
Torre was appointed before the negotUtions for a vUit to Mexico. 

"ViUa-Seûor, Teairo, iL 268-9; Dicc Univ., x. 834. Cavo, TresSiglos, ii. 
115-17; and RevilU Gigedo, Jnforme, 467, make the date of the visit to 
Mexico 1718. 

. í* ' 
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audience Viceroy Valero, after granting all the me-
morial asked for, gave his attention to the spiritual 
wants of the applicants, delivering orally and in writ-
ing a most eloquent and convincing argument in favor 
of the adoption of a new and better faith. The poor 
Indians were somewhat confused, but they could not 
answer the viceregal logic, and were understood to 
assent, and to call for 'black padres,' as they termed 
the Jesuits, to instruct their people. The archbishop 
entertained and blessed his prospective converts; and 
the Jesuit provincial, being assured of non-interfer-
ence of other orders in Nayarit, named on March 19th 
fathers Juan Tellez Jiron and Antonio Arias Ibarra 
as missionaries for the new field, He even made a 
strong effort to convert and baptize the tonati then 
and there; but the latter did not deem it a conven-
ient season, owning that were he baptized his people 
would probably kill him, He had no yearnings for 
martyrdom, but at last agreed to submit to the rite at 
Zacatecas, a city he was subsequently very careful to 
avoid. 

The treaty, by the terms of which the Nayarits 
were to be protected in all their rights on condition 
of rendering allegiance to Spain and admitting Jesuit 
instructors, was confirmed in a council held March 
20th.'^ The party soon started for the north, Torre 
as governor with authority to recruit troops—called 
for by the tonati himself, who dared not return with-
out their protection—and to draw^ on the treasury at 
Zacatecas for the necessary funds. Now the tonati's 
real troubles began. In fact the royal representative 
of the sun lost his wits in Mexico, and promised 

^^ReviIU Gigedo in his report of 1793, Informe, 467, gives the conditions 
of the treaty more fully than any other. According to this authority the 
tonati was to be sustained as lord of his country, his rights and titles to 
descend to his successors; his subjects were never to pay tribute nor to ac-
knowledge any superior judges save the viceroy; the privilege of obtaining salt 
from Acaponeta and Nexcatitlan free from all tax was guaranteed; and re-
bellious Nayarits in the future were to be brought gently back to the path 
of duty. Frejes gives date of treaty May 20th. His account of Nayarit 
conquest is incomplete and even inaccurate. Hist. Br've, 150-5. 
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more than popular feeling at home would permit him 
to perform. This he realized more and more as the 
day of meeting with his people drew near, and his 
companions began to be free in the expression of their 
views and fears. H e became nervous and change-
able; intending at first perhaps to fulfil his pledges, 
else he would hardly have asked for a military force; 
but finally overcome by his fears, especially when 
warned by one of his old men respecting the popular 
discontent and the plots of a rival chieftain, Gua-
mocat. A t Jerez he managed to escape from his 
Spanish escort, and hurried home to explain his pol-
icy, regain his impaired influence, and prepare for 
defence.^^ 

Some months were now spent by the governor in 
preparations at Zacatecas and Jerez, where obstacles 
were thrown in his way from the first by persons who 
liked not to hear their old companion addressed as 
governor and general, These mischief-makers had 
much to say of the foolhardiness of the expedition; 
and then raised doubts as to the validity of some of 
Torre's papers, thus confusing the treasury officials 
and necessitating a hasty trip of Captain Rioja to 
Mexico, In June, however, all was declared satisfac-
tory; the proper orders were issued; and after seven-
teen citizens had raised 40,000 pesos fôr the depleted 
treasury, the enlistment flag bearing the holy image of 
Christ was raised on the 29th of June,'^ One hun-
dred men were to be raised and to receive each four 
hundred pesos, Captain Rioja enlisted fifty at Zaca-
tecas and Captain Alonso de la Beina y Narvaez 
another company of fifty at Jerez, One hundred 

" Mota-PadilU, Conq. N. GaL, 472-4:, and ViUa-Senor, Teatro, u. 268-9, 
state that the tonati did not leave the Spauiards until the Utter had entered 
Nayarit, when according to the former he was sent in advance, or as the Utter 
says fled, taking with him a large part of the company's property! 

i*From Nayaritas, ReL, 8-9, it would appear though vaguely that some 
of the delay may have arisen from the fact that Torre called on the treasury 
f or more men than had been specified in Mexico. He said he had 800 ludians 
enlisted aud wanted money to pay 200 soldiers. The names of the 17 con-
tríbutors to the fund are given. 

HiBX. Mxx., VoL, JJI. 21 

^ . ^ ^ 
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Indian allies were also enlisted. Fa ther Jiron had 
accompanied the embassy from Mexico, and father 
Ibarra now came down from Nueva Vizcaya. The 
Jesuits were allowed nine hundred and eighty-four 
pesos for sacred utensils, and an additional sum for 
clothing and gifts with which to conciliate the natives. 

Jus t as the army was about to march, Governor 
Torre was stricken with a serious brain trouble, 
resulting from past anxiety, and amounting almost to 
insanity. The viceroy was notified of the calamity, 
but before any reply was received the governor recov-
ered his health and marched with his men to Huaju-
quilla, perhaps in Ju ly or August. Nothing had been 
heard froni Nayar i t ;bu t now came conflicting rumors 
from dwellers on the frontier respecting the tonati's 
intentions. Cristôbal Geronimo, a friendly Cora, was 
sent forward, but the Nayari ts demanded more time 
before giving any definite reply. In the mean while 
news of Torre's malady reached the viceroy and orders 
came north for Count Laguna to take command. 
Considerable correspondence and delay ensued, and 
finally the count came to HuajuquiIIa, where he found 
that , although the commander was still afflicted at 
intervals, yet it would cause dissatisfaction for him to 
assume command, since many of the officers and men 
had enlisted merely from friendship to Torre. H e 
therefore decided to let the governor go on, but to 
remain himself as colonel on the frontier to be prepared 
for any emergency. The little army set out for 
Nayari t on the 26th of September. 

The distance was thir ty leagues over a difficult and 
dangerous way. Fording a large river called Cha-
palagama and climbing a steep grade they entered 
EI Pinal, where on October Ist they inet Gerônimo 
with a message to the effect tha t the Spaniards might 
come to the pass and in a designated spot await fur-
ther communications. N( xt day they said mass at 
Angel de la Guarda, looked from the summit upon the 
promised land—*'fit only for apostates or apostles," 
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and later known as the Nayarit hell—and descended 
to the rendezvous in the pass, The spot was unfavor-
ableî both for comfort and defence; many Indians vis-
ited the camp in pretended friendliness, but the rulers 
did not make their appearance, The governor went 
in person to meet a band of two hundred warriors at 
a ranchería near by, and was ordered by an apostate 
chief, Cucut, the Serpent, to leave the country since 
the tonati's acts in Mexico would not be ratified by 
the people, When Torre refused to comply, the In-
dians pretended to listen to his arguments, becaine 
very friendly, and even held out hopes of submis-
sion in the near future, During the next few days 
sinoke signals were seen in all directions; Nayarit 
spies, including Melchor and Alonso, two of the lead-
ing chiefs, came to inspect the Spanish camp; and 
other spies sent out by Torre reported a plan to 
assemble for formal homage, and having arranged the 
warriors advantageously to attack at a given signal.'^ 
A council of war decided upon a retreat to Peyotlan, 
five leagues from the pass, The Indians treacherously 
protested against the change, promising everything, 
and the governor was inclined to credit their promises; 
but his men, and especially the native allies, insisted. 
The Spaniards remained at Peyotlan from the l l t h 
to the 19th of October, frequently visited by Nayarits, 
who declared that the nation awaited only the coming 
of the tonati to submit. 

Meantime that dignitary was in council with the 
elders at the ranchería of EI Portero. He was op-
posed to war, and favored the admission of at least the 
padres, but was induced to leave the whole matter to 
the old men. Their decision was to name Coaxata, or 
Guasta, as a rendezvous, and to attack the Spaniards 
on the way thither at the Teaurite pass where the 
trail crossed a stream. This was on the 17th, and two 

^'According to Nayaritas, ReL, 10, the waming came on October lOth, and 
the attack was planned for October 16th. This wríter speaks of a change of 
camp but does not name PeyotUn. Mota-PadilU, Conq. N. Gai., 473-4, says 
nothing of a retreat before the battle. 
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days later Torre marched for Coaxata. The battle 
took place on . the ^Oth;^" it was not an unexpected 
attack by ambushed foes, since the Spaniards were 
forewarned. The hills swarmed with natives; the Na-
yarit chief stood in sight directing his men where the 
padres went up to embrace him, and the army made 
no special effort to retire, notwithstanding the unfa-
vorable nature of the spot for a fight. The Christians 
were enveloped in a cloud of arrow^s, but soon learned 
they had nothing to fear; the arrows fell harmless, 
only scratching slightly seven or eight men. Santiago 
with his heavenly corps was plainly visible to the sav-
age patriots, fighting for the invaders; and after an 
hour's ineffectual fight Alonso retired with a loss of 
forty or fifty warriors, and devoted his whole atten-
tion thereafter to tbe defense of the mesa. The 
Spaniards having come to take possession in accord-
ance with past promises rather than to conquer, did 
not deem their force sufficient to follow up the victory, 
and retiicd to Peyotlan. This is the Jesuit version; 
according to ]\Iota-PadiIIa the glorious victory was a 
defeat, and the Spaniards with difficulty escaped with 
their lives.^' 

During the remaining months of 1721, fortifications 
were strengthened at Peytolan, the presidio being 
called apparently San Juan ; while the friars gathered 
about onehundred natives,baptized t]icijt,andfounded 
there the pueblo of Santa Bita. Governor Torre re-
ported to the viccroy, asked for aid and instructions, 
and at the same time called upon Jerez and Zacatecas 
for temporary reénforcements with which to hold his 
position and chcck threatening movements in the 
frontier towns. Fifty men wcre at once enlisted un-
der Captain Nicolás Escobedo aiid Nicolás Caldera, 

"Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jestis, iu. 201-6, says Oct. 26th, and Mota-PadUU 
makcs it Oct. 3d. 

^^Conq. N. G'tl., 473-4. He makes the date Oct. 3d, and speaks of 24 cap-
tives. In the Relacion, 10, it is stated that Torre was attacked suddenlyby 
500 men in ambush, and tliat after an hour's hard fighting both parties retired. 
This version is amedium between the othersand is perhaps the most relUble. 
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and sent to Peyotlan where they remained a month 
or more.^ Communication with the Nayarits on the 
mesa was not rare. Negotiations, of which the de-
tails are complicated and need not be repeated, took 
much the same course with much the same results as 
before the battle. Many of the chiefs were free with 
their promises, but never quite ready to perform. 
Torre called upon them repeatedly to submit, but was 
not ready to enforce his order, and always granted 
the few days' delay required. On the mesa a small 
party with the tonati still opposed resistance; but 
a plot was formed to kiU the tonati and put another 
in his place. The plot failed, partly because the rival 
chieftain was captured by the Spaniards in one of 
their raids to the foot of the mesa. 

In Mexico, though it was resolved to prosecute the 
war, it was deemed unsafe to trust the command 
longer to Torre, a return of whose malady might 
cause disaster at the very moment of success. Juan 
Flores de San Pedro^ was made governor, and Torre 
was summoned to Mexico. The order came on De-
cember 8th, and the new commander, marching from 
ViIIanueva on the 24th, arrived on the 4th or 5th of 
January 1722, at the camp of San Juan,^ with sixty 
men, three hundred horses, and a large store of sup-
plies. Captain Escobedo and his men seem to have 
retumed at about the same time, Torre gave up the 
command and started for Mexico,^ 

Govemor Flores lost no time in notifying the 

" The names of citizens who contríbuted to the fund of 839 pesos are given 
in Nayariias, Rd., 13-17. Capt. Escobedo raÍBed hU company at his own 
oost. 

^So caUed ia Apodôlicos Afanes, 148; Ghicetas de Mex., Jan. 1722, and 
Nayaritas, ReL, 16. Mota-PadiIU, Conq. N. GaJ., 474, and ReviIU Gigedo, 
Informe, 4!Sn, call him Juan Flores de U Torre, a descendant of the secoud 
govemor of N. GaUcU Mota-PadilU attríbntes Torre's insanity to his defeat, 
and accordingly represents the correspondence with Connt Lagnna as having 
taken place wmle the army was at Peyotían. 

•* (JáUed Santiago Teyotan in the Gacdas de Mex. 
^The Oaceta de Mex. for Jan. 1722 contains the notice that (Dapt. Rioja 

had arrived with news of the battle, and that Torre was expected soon. The 
nnmber for Feb. annonnces Torre's arrival, The force brought by Flores U 
given by Mota-PadiUa as 60; by the Afanes as 70; and by the Re/ádon as 16. 
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Nayari ts of his appointment, of his intention to take 
immediatc possession, and of his desire to receive at 
once the promised allegiance. After a not very suc-
ccssful resort to their former dilatory tactics, they 
formally announced on January 13th their purpose 
to defend the mesa. Thereupon Flores, who had al-
icady sent out expeditions in different directions to 
close all avenues of escape, began active operations on 
the 14th. Dividing his force he marched in person 
with fifty soldiers and niany Indians via Guainamarus, 
wlicrc he began the foundation of Santa Teresa,^ 
witli three hundred natives, making a long détour to 
attack the mesa from the west. Escobedo with a 
like force took a shorter way to the eastern base. 
This plan of attack by divided forces was not, as the 
Jcsui t chronicler justly observes, a very wise one; 
but it resulted in no harm, save to the governor him-
sclf, who was perhaps deprived by it of the personal 
honors of the victory. 

Escobedo had orders to march slowly so as to as-
sault the mesa on January I7th, simultaneously with 
Flores from the opposite side; but he arrived on the 
15th, and could not resist the temptation to begin 
operations at once. The Indians of the mesa del 
Cangrejo adjoining tha t of the Tonati were induced 
to offer no resistance, and to abide by the result if 
their neighbors were vanquished. On the morning 
of the 16th Escobedo's force began the ascent, and 
reached the summit late in the afternoon, having left 
the horses half way up, with a guard. Authori ty is 
not w^anting to warrant the historian in giving to the 
Nayari ts a valiant defence, terminated perhaps by a 
Icap down the precipice of the few who escaped Spanish 
buUets. The Jesui t historian pictures a terrible con-
flict as Escobedo's men fought their way inch by inch 
up the narrow, steep, and tortuous trail, over suc-

*̂ Called Santa Teresa de Miraflores, from Teresa, his wife's name, and 
Flores, his own. Mota-PadiUa, Conq. .N. Gcd., 478. According to the Rela-
cirjy, 17, he arrived here on the 15th; the pueblo was named Santa GertradU 
and the pre.^idio Santa Teresa. 
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cessivé lines of artificial as well as natural defences, 
enveloped in clouds of arrows and showers of stones 
hurled from slings, and above all impeded continually 
by immense masses of rock which were precipitated 
from the cliff and dashed large trees into splinters as 
they passed! Others assert that not one of the assail-
ants, and but one or two of the defenders, were in-
jured—which is somewhat absurd unless with the 
chronicler we can regard the proceeding as miraculous; 
for Santiago fought with the Spaniards, and against 
him human missiles could not prevail. I t must be 
confessed, that in the light of their reputed bravery 
and the strength of their position, the Nayarits made 
but a sorry show of resistance or heroism, 

The author of the Afanes admits that an accidental 
turning aside into a by-path near the top materially 
aided the assailants and deranged the plans of the 
enemy. FoIIowûng this writer, Escobedo took pos-
session of the mesa on the afternoon of the 16th; 
the enemy fled after one of their bravest leaders, 
Tahuitole,^^ had fallen in a last desperate and single-
handed charge, and Governor Flores arrived next 
morning, to find the victory won, and to chide the 
victor for his haste, Mota-PadiIIa, however, with 
little to say of hard fighting, tells us that Escobedo 
did not quite reach the summit on the first day, and 
that the Nayarits ran away when they heard of 
another force approaching from the west; so that 
when Flores next morning prepared for an assault, 
he found no foe save a few warriors forming a kind of 
rear-guard to the flying masses, One of this number 
was Tlahuitole, who was slain by Flores' men, Im-
mediate pursuit into the barrancas was impracti-
cable.^^ 

With the occupation of the mesa the conquest of 
»' Written also Taguitole, Talmitole, TUquilote, and TaquUoe. 
=** Í'he Rdadon, 17-18, gives only a general account, stating that both at-

tackiug parties were miraculously protected. The Gacda for Feb. does not 
say which party reached the summit first, but seems to have confused the 
two parties, apparently making Escobedo command the westem divisioa 
under Flores, while the other was under captains Reina and Muro. 
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Nayarit practically ends. There was no further op-
position meriting the name even in comparison with 
past events; neither do subsequent developments re-
quire more than a general glance here. The attention 
of the Christians was first turned to the destruction 
of temples on the mesa, with all their paraphernalia of 
idolatry. Evil influences were exorcised, though not 
easily, by the zealous conjurations of the friars; a 
temporary structure for mass was erected without de-
lay; and the bones of the first Nayar were sent with 
other relics and trophies to Mexico.'̂ ^ The new prov-
ince in accordance with the viceroy's wish was called 
Nuevo Beino de Toledo, because he attributed the 
successful conquest largely to the image of our lady 
worshipped in the cathedral of Toledo. Flores was 
made comandante of the territorv he had won as 
lieutenant of the captain-general. The natives on the 
adjoining Mesa del Cangrejo^" had kept their promise, 
merely rolling down a few stones where they could do 
no harm and making some noise during the battle in 
order to make a good showing in case the Spaniards 
were defeated. They now came in and offered their 
submission, and other rancherías followed their exam-
ple, Soldiers were despatched in every direction, and 
the whole native population was gradually subdued, 
though not without considerable difficulty and delay 
by reason of the abundance of almost inaccessible 
hiding-places long frequented by apostates,^^ 

The missionaries were as usual earnest and indus-
trious; the military guard at first sufficient; and the 
local troubles and partial revolts less frequent and 
serious than might have been anticipated from the 

^ T h e trophies arrived in Mexico Feb. 12, 1722, where they were bumed 
with great ceremony for the good of the faith. Gcícetas de Mex., Feb. 1722. 
This author calls the temple fíuciCalU, the imageof the sun worshipped in i t 
Tonati, and the Gran Nayari whose bones were sent to Mexico Quayco or 
' third. ' Mota-PadiUa calls the temple Caliguei. 

*•• Their chief is called Cangrejo in Relacion, 20. 
^' Mota-PadiIU gives more importance to these various expeditions than 

does the author of the Afanes, and represents the soldiers' sufí'erings aa very 
great from exposure, scorpions, etc. According to Nayar'itas, Relacion, a 
Franciscan frUr, P. Arroyo, accompanied the army. 
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character of the people, Already a presidio of San 
Juan, and a pueblo, or mission, of Santa Bita had been 
established at Peyotlan; and preparations had been 
made for a pueblo of Santa Teresa at Guaimarus in 
the north.** Now the pueblo of Trinidad and presidio 
of San Francisco Javier de Valero were founded on 
the mesa, as capital of the province, with Father Tellez 
in charge; in the north were founded the pueblo of 
Santa Gertrudis^ and the presidio of San Salvador el 
Verde; while on the river were located Jesus María 
and San Francisco de Paula.^ 

Govemor Flores left Nayarit in March to visit his 
hacienda, not returning until the end of May. Dur-
ing his absence there were some disturbances; many 
Indians ran away to join a rebellious band under 
Alonso at the ranchería of Santiago; and a party 
searching for mines was attacked, by its own fault, 
and ohe man lost. On the comandante's return, how-
ever, with reénforcements, and with two padres, José 
Bautista Lopez and José Mesa, order was restored, 
and Alonso soon gave up the useless struggle, A 
new establishment of San Ignacio was founded at 
Guainamota^ under Captain líioja and Father Mesa, 
In July Flores made an expedition into the territory 
of the Tecualmes and Coras, and with natives of these 
tribes founded San Juan Bautista and San Pedro on 
the Bio de San Pedro, Of all the fugitives, an 
apOstate female leader named Juana Burro held out 
longest against the Spaniards; but she at lastyielded 
to gospel influence and muskets, The comandante 
was now absent again for a year or more; but all went 
well with the missions, the new one of Rosario being 

"Coynamams, Gnaimaruzi, or Ck)aymarus. It was about 20Ieagues north-
west of the mesa, 

''According to ReUtcion, 17, 20, Sta Teresa was the presidio and Sta Ger-
tradis the pneblo, and they were six leagues apart, 

'^The ReUicion, 27, states that the presidio of San Juan BautUta was 
afterward moved to Jesus MarU Mota-PadilU, Conq. N. Oai., 480, says a 
pueblo of Guadalupe was founded in February, 12 L east of the mesa, The 
Rdacion, 20, says it was on the mesa 12 leagues from the real, 

'̂̂ At Guazamota according to Dicc Univ., x. 18, 



•••i^- ^ ^ : ! - . ^ _ - - - - , 1 1 T 

330 THE CONQUEST OF NAYARIT. 

founded, and fathers Urbano de Covarrubias, Cristôbal 
Lauria, and Manuel Fernandez being added to the 
Jesuit force, 

Flores came back to Nayarit at the end of 1723, 
and new troubles soon arose, resulting iii the tempo-
rary abandonment of Trinidad and Santa Gertrudis, 
the burning of the churches at Rosario and Santa 
Teresa, and the death of one of the leading allies of the 
Spaniards named Luna. Aid w as sent, however, from 
different quarters, and quiet restored without much 
difficulty. I t is said that none of the missions re-
volted on this occasion unless the padre was absent. 
Perfect safety was secured before March, when Flores 
returned with a body of fugitives whom he had pur-
sued into Durango. 

The tonati does not seeni to have been a very im-
portant personage in these latter days. He wandered 
for some time, a fugitive even from his own people, 
until captured by the Spaniards in 1722, He was 
baptized in 1725, when the visitador Bivera stood as 
godfather to this relic of Nayarit royalty. Bivera 
found nearly four thousand Indians in ten settlements, 
all in excellent condition; and when in 1728 the bishop 
caine on a pastoral visit he was delighted with his 
reception and with the progress of the converts.̂ ® 

Indeed from this time, so far as the record shows, 
the Nayarits were model converts, attached to their 
teachers, living quietly in their settlements, and all 
the more orderly doubtless because few Spaniards ever 
had occasion to visit their mountain homes. The 
missions were still flourishing in 1767 under seven 
Jesuits, who were expelled with their order.̂ '̂  They 

'^Alegre speaks of 5,000 pesos distributed to pay for damages during the 
conquest; he also mentions difficulties in 1729 caused by the bad character of 
the soldiers sent to the country. fíist. Comp., iii. 227-8, 238-9. I t is sUted, 
however, by Mota-PadiUa, writing in 1742, that the people had given no 
trouble since the conquest, and that the military govemors might well l>e 
dispensed with. Cong. N. GaL, 510. In 1725 a presidio with 38 soldiers was 
BtiII kept up. Villa-Scnor, Teatro, ii. 270. In 1752 a real de minas was e.s-
tablished at Bolanos and part of Nayarit brought under a corregidor. /nstrtic-
rion Virci,es, 44-57. 

^'The seven missions in 1707 were Santa Rita, Santa Teresa, San Pedro, 
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were then with their settlements turned over to the 
Franciscans of Nueva Galicia, The principal mission 
on the mesa was transferred on February Ist, the 
same day the Jesuits left. All the missions were re-
ported to be in a lamentable condition as to the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the natives, who re-
ceived no religious instruction, absented themselves at 
wiU, and worshipped their idols unmolested, so that it 
was necessary to use force in order to bring in whole 
families living thus, A t the time the Tecualmes of 
San Pedro Iscatan still spoke their native tongue; 
but this was entirely lost before 1785, when they used 
the mixed Mexican and Spanish spoken in most of 
the New Spain missions, A t the other Nayarit mis-
sions the Indians were Coras,^ 

The province was garrisoned by a company of about 
forty soldiers, under a comandante who was at the 
same time protector of the Indians, and who not in-
frequently misused his power to oppress the natives, 
I t is said the Jesuits had been so lenient with their 
flock that under their régime the Indians only con-
fessed in articulo mortis, and most frequently through 
interpreters, If the Franciscans applied more strin-
gent measures, it is not shown that they made more 
progress than their predecessors; in 1789 only twelve 
friars were engaged in missionary work in Nayarit, ' ' 
nor do the records show how long the garrison or 
missions were continued,^ 

Jesus MarU, Trinidad, Guamamota, and Rosarío. Comp. de Jesus, Catáiogo. 
ViUa-Senor, Teatro, u. 271, in 1745 adds the foUowing names: San Joaqnin, 
Santa María, Sîui Lúcas, Dolores, and Tecualmes. Orozco y Berra, Geog., 
279-80, adds San Juan Corapa, Santa Fé, and San Diego, 

^Navarro, Misiones de Nayarit, in Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., 467-80. ThU 
anthor, who was one of the Franciscans to whom the missions were transferred, 
states that each had its ranchos of homed cattle, horses, mules, goats, and 
sheep. AU that belonged to the missions had been placed in deposit with 
Joaqnin Hemandez SoUs, a minero matrícnUdo of the real of Tenamacl , 
who sold everything without rendering an account to the royal treasury. He 
tnmed over to the FrancUcans only the empty mission buUdings without fumi-
tnre or ntenedU of any kind; even the standing crops had been sold, so the 
friars were obUged to bny maUe for their subsUtenoe. 

^Soc. Mex, Oeog., Boldin, 2da ép., L 572. 
*c The principal authoríties consulted on matters treated in this chapter 

have been qnoted in separate notes. From certain passages in the Aposttílico* 

'•—6^ wm 
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Afanes, I infer that the author was the friar in charge of Santa Rite and 
Jesus María from a date somewhat earUer than 1728, that he wrote much of 
his work at Santa Rita, that his name was probably Joseph Ortega, and that 
the part of his narrative relating to Nayarit was largely founded on a manu-
script from the pen of father Antonio Arias de Ibarra. Frejes, however, 
speaks of father Fluvia as the author. H'tsf. Breve, 20. Of the three parts 
•\vhich make up the volume the first is entitled MaraviUosa reduccion y con-
quista de la Provincia de San Joseph del Gran Nayar, Nuevo Reino de Toledo, 
filling "2.") chapters and 223 pages. It is therefore the leading authority for 
the present chapter of my work. Mota-Padilla's Conq. N. Gcd., 271-2, 319, 
458-87, 510, written ten years earlier thau the Afanes, and not consulted by 
the author of that work, contains some information not included in the Jesuit 
record, and is hardly second to it as an authority. Alegre, fíisL Comp., iu. 
196-239, gives a very fuU account of the subject, foUowing the Afanes pretty 
closely, and his version is repeated in Dicc Univ. Geog., x. 10-18, 834. Ar-
legui, Cron. Zac, 89-90, 172-3, 201, and Arricivita, Crm. Seráf, 88-92, nar-
rate the acts of the Franciscans in the Nayarít region. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

FROGRESS IN NUEVO LEON, AND CONQUEST OP SIEEEA 
GORDA AND TAMAULIPAS. 

1601-1803. 

GOVSBNOBS AonsTiN DE ZATALA, JUAN RUIZ, AND MAETIN DB ZAVAIA— 

CoNGBEOAS—UPBISING OP NATIVES—AND FINAL SUBJECTION—^POLinCA]̂  

DivTsiON—SECUXABIZATION OP MISSIONS—AND CONSEQUENT GENEBAI. 

INSUERECTION—GrOVEENOB BABBADILLO—His PBUDENT MEASUBES— 

MOBE DIPPICULTIES—POPULATION OP PEOVINCE—SlERRA (ÎOEDA—DEATH 

OP ZABAZA—CrOVEBNOB JOSÉ DE ESCANDON—HTR PACIPICATION A N D C O N -

QUEST OP SlEBBA GOBDA—CONDITION OP TAMAUIIPAS—ESCANDON 13 

A P P O I N T E D (JOVEBNOB—^HB F O U N D S N U E V O SANTANDEB—^NUMEBOUH 

TOWNS AND MISSIONS ABE FOUNDED—STATISTICS POB 1757—GENEBAL 

PBOGBESS OP THE (DOLONIES. 

A T the close of the sixteenth century Nuevo Leon, 
as wUl be remembered, was ruled by the Ueutenant-
governor, Diego de Montemayor. The records tell us 
Uttle or nothing about the progress of the country 
during his term of office, and after 1611 his name dis-
appears. I t is uncertain whether he left the province 
or died there, and only the names of his two sons, 
Diego and Miguel, are mentioned. Meanwhile, the 
Spanish settlers seem to have increased in number, 
spreading toward the adjoining province of Coahuila, 
where an active trade was carried on with the aborig-
ines. From this time also until 1628,* when Martin 
de Zavala was appointed to office, nothing worthy of 
note is recorded conceming the province. This ruler 

' In 1613 Agnstîn de ZavaU appears upon the scene as govemor, aj)-
pointed by Viceroy Gnadalcázar. He U said to have been a wUe raler, lus 
pradent measnres serving to check the occasional aggrcssions of the natives. 
Ue was succeeded in 1625 by Uentenant-govemor and captain-general Jnaa 
Bniz, attomey of the andiencU of Mexico. 
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made himsclf conspicuous by his harsh treatment of 
the nativcs, forcing them as soon as converted, or even 
bcfore, into the congregas, or congregations, established 
by Montemayor. The laws regarding the formation 
of cncomiendas w^ere now so stringcntly enforced that 
of necessity some means had to l)c devised to elude 
them in order to retain the benefits derived from com-
pulsory Indian labor. The difference between thc 
congrega and encomienda existed only in name, but 
under the former system the law was evaded, whilc 
an at tempt was thus made to delude the nativcs by 
the abolition of the obnoxious appellation formerly 
in use. 

The immediate result of Zavala's policy was a gen-
eral uprising of the natives, which it required more 
than eight years to master. A decisive battle in 
1637 restored peace to the country for a t ime; but a 
great number of natives had taken refuge in the 
sierras of Tamaulipas whence at intervals they con-
tinued to harass the Spanish settlers. During two 
centuries Nuevo Leon was seldoni free from alarm. 
The missionaries in vain exerted themselves to restore 
peace; in vain did the viceroys send troops, settlers, 
and money; in vain did the venerable Margil de 
Jt'sus labor to check the outrages of the Spaniards 
and to bring the Indians into subjection. The strife 
continued; and though the natives were the greatest 
sufferers, in course of time, especiall}^ during the 
second half of the seventeenth and the early part of 
the eighteenth century, many of the Spanish settle-
niciits were destroyed by the natives or abandoned by 
the colonists.2 

^Sncli was the fate of Tangiranchin, Laxa, Jaumave, PalmiUas, Monte Al-
veme, Santa Clara, Buenaventura, Bernardino, and others. Prieto, fíist. 
TamauL, 84-5. Some friars who subsequently investigated the matter 
found that aU this ruin had been caused by the iniquities of the SpanUrds. 
\mong the settlements which had sprang up before the middle of the 18th 

century were Pesqueira, Santo Catarina, Salinas, Boca de Leones, the pre-
Bidio of Cerralvo, Sabinas, the Tablaa, and Agualeguas missions, Cadereita, 
Huajuco, Pilon, the Mota mission, Linares, San Aiitonio de los Llanos, the 
presidios of .Sauta Engracia and Lampazos, Labradores, and others. 
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In 1700 there were in Nuevo Leon five ayuntami-
entos, fourteen alcaldías mayores,and the same number 
of capitanías. After a season qf co'mparative quiet, 
affairs were brought to a cUmax in 1712 by the secu-
larization of the missions and curacies by order of 
Bishop Diego Camacho y Åvila. In consequence of 
this impolitic measure the natives rose, and the insur-
rection assumed such a general character that it spread 
not only over Nuevo Leon, but over aU the neighbor-
ing provinces, carrying devastation even far into 
Querétaro. From 1709 to 1715 the Indians in those 
regions are said to have kiUed over a thousand Spanish 
settlers.* I t was conceded by this time that the 
whole system of colonization in Nuevo Leon was a 
failure. 

In 1715 Francisco BarbadiUo was appointed gov-
emor of the province by Viceroy Linares, and com-
missioned to investigate the causes of the disturbance. 
On his arrival at Monterey this officer, who is highly 
commended by the chronicîers of his time,proceeded to 
organize a company of mounted miUtia, for the pro-
tection of the settlers.* His next step was to strike 
at the root of the evU by abolishing the congregas, 
though he was bitterly opposed in this measure by the 
Spanish settlers; at the same time he founded with 
some five thousand Indian famUies from the western 
sierra of Tamaulipas—to-day known by the name of 
San Cárlos—independent native settlements and mis-

The settlers were provided with cattle, farming sions.* 

' ln April 1713 Goveraor Francisco Mier y Torre commissioned the ex-
govemor, Trevi o, to enter into n^otUtions for peace with the Indians, but 
while thns engaged hU whole party was massacred. More stringent measures 
were then dictated by a conncil of war, bnt they were also ineffectnaL Oon-
zalez, Col. Doc. N. Leon, 38-40. 

*ThUwas a Ught cavalry troop recraited from among the settlers, and 
maintained by pro rata contríbntions of the colonists. ThU was the first 
instance in which the setUers were reqnired to pay any tax for the expenses 
of goverament, See Prieto, Hist. Tamaul., 85-6. 

^Among them Gnadalnpe, near Monterey, with 1,000 UmUies; (]!oncep-
cion and Pnrificacion on the margins of the Klon, with 600 UmUies each. A 
great nxmiber of UmiUes was alao apportûnied to the different settlements 
already estaUished. OoHzalez, CoL Doc. N. Leon, 46-7; Prieto, Hist. Tamatd., 
86-7. 
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implements, and everything needed to estabUsh them 
on their farms, and salaried protectors were appointed 
to guard their interegts. BarbadiUo enforced a strict 
compliance with his orders, and his plan, for the time 
being, proved a complete success. 

The scrviccs of such men as BarbadiIIo, however, 
were also required in Mexico, and scarcely had order 
and peace been restored in Nuevo Leon, when he 
was recalled. This was the signal for the colonists, 
who had suffered by his policy, to revenge themselves 
on the nativcs. Contributions were refused to main-
tain the militia, which was soon disbanded; the 
defenseless natives in the settlements were again 
subjected to extortions and maletreatment of every 
kind, wdiich abuses the protectors were powerless to 
check, and thousands of them again sought refuge in 
their mountain homes. Linares had died in the 
mean time, and his successor, the Marquis Valero, or-
dered BarbadiIIo to undertake the task of restoring 
order in the province, He at once set forth for 
Monterey, and we are told that at his mere presence 
the colonists ceased from their iniquities, and the na-
tivcs, mindful of past favors received at his hands, 
returned in flocks to their abandoned settlements, 
BarbadiIIo remained in Nuevo Leon for four years, 
when he was recalled to jMexico by Viceroy Casa-
fuerte, and the government of the province was 
bestowed on Pedro de Zaravia Cortés, The inca-
pacity of this ruler soon produced the same disordcis 
which had occurred twice before in that region, and on 
this occasion they spread to the Sierra Gorda as far as 
to Huasteca. Bevolts and insurrections became more 
frequent, and more disastrous than ever in their ef-
fects, and the governors and officials of several prov-
inces with their combined forces were unable to restore 
quiet. 

I t now became evident to the government of New 
Spain that more decisive measures must be inaug-
urated, In the Sierra Gorda districts and in Ta-
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maulipas the bands of marauding savages always 
found a safe retreat, Moreover, those regions w ĉrc 
suspected to possess rich mines and other wealth; 
and for these reasons the definite conquest of the 

B S n i O V I L P A 

MAP OP SIEEEA GOEDA. 

coast region from the river Pánuco to the borders of 
Texas was decided upon,^ 

^ln 1810 the province of Nuevo Leon comprised 2,621 square leagues of 
terrítory, consisting of one partido; there were l3 curacies, 1 mission, 2 cities, 
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Ever since the close of the sixteenth century, after 
Viceroy Velasco had colonized the regions about San 
Luis Potosí, Cololotlan, and San Miguel Mezquitic 
with Tlascaltec and Chichimec families, missionaries 
had begun to enter the wild districts of the Sierra 
Gorda'' and Tamaulipas, to convert the numerous 
tribes, which were supposed to have taken up their 
abode in this part of the country after the conquest. 
These efforts seem to have been attended with very 
little success, Toward the end of the seventeenth 
century six Dominican missions had been established 
in Sierra Gorda territory, The friars were soon driven 
away, however; the churches were burned, the mis-
sions destroyed, and the Spaniards w ĥo had settled in 
the vicinity were compelled to abandon the country. 

In 1704 Francisco Zaraza was made lieutenant 
captain-general, and commissioned to bring the re-
volted aborigines under subjection; hitherto all the 
efforts to that effect of the alcaldes and captains of 
militia had been unavailing. Zaraza opened a cam-
paign against the natives, but was killed during an 
attack, without having accomplished anything de-
cisive. In his place was appointed Gabriel Guerrero 
de Ardila, who with a force of eight hundred cavalry 
defeated the natives and compelled them to enter iiito 
a treaty of peace. This occurred in 1715, and the 
conditions of the treaty were most favorable to the 
Indians, who were to retain their liberty and be abso-

4 vilUs, 16 pueblos, 4 mining districts, and 23 haciendas. The population 
consisted of 27,412 Spaniards, 2,431 Indians, and 13,838 of mixed blood, mak-
ing a total of 43,081 inhabitants. Navarro, in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2da 
ep., i. 291. Gonzalez, Col. Doc X. Leon, 137-45, Humboldt, Essai PoL, 155, 
gives the population in 1803 as low as 29,(X)0. In 1828 the popuUtion had 
increased to 88,793, said to have been due to a large immigration; in 1850 
there were 137,070 inhabitants. Dicc Univ., x. 38. For more details con-
cemiug Nuevo Leon for the period under consideration see Ordenes de la 
('oro/ía, MS., v. 11, 99, 104; Revill<i-Gigedo, in Mayer MSS., no. 11, 49-51; 
\'illciiaál Rc'j'iitc Romá, MS.; C'avo, TresSighs, iii. 181; Mier-Vida, Aveii-

turas, 3; Aiarnan, MeJ., ii. 96; Not. N. Esp., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, ii. 19; 
(lonzcdez, in Id., 3da ep., L 238, 266; Zamacois, fíist. M<J., v. 718; vii. 194. 

' The mountainous region so called extends from near Rio Verde in San 
I^uis Potosí to the vicinity of Querétaro, and forms the partido of CadereiU, 
to-day belonging to the province of Querétaro. Gonzalez, CoL Doc N. Leon, 
335. 
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lute masters of the sierra. Nevertheless we find that 
outrages and disturbances soon afterward became the 
order of the day. For many years the towns in the 
jurisdictions of Querétaro, San Miguel el Grande, 
Celaya, Chamacuero, San Juan del Bio, Cadereita 
and elsewhere remained in the same condition, The 
native tribes of Sierra Gorda were under neither 
military, civil, nor religious control, and their raids 
extended at times into the very streets of Spanish 
settlements. 

If we can believe Arlegui, one or more of the gov-
ernors of Nuevo Leon were induced to persecute the 
natives by private persons who claimed to have lost 
lands through the appropriation of tracts for the Ta-
maulipas tribes in 1715, and many Indians were subse-
quently hanged for trivial offences. Nor would this 
suffice; the settlers themselves constantly sought to 
drag the Indians into revolt in order to have a pre-
tence to make them slaves, Under such circum-
stances the efforts of a few friars were of no avail. 

Such was the state of affairs when in 1734 José de 
Escandon, an officer of the Querétaro militia, was com-
missioned to pacify the Sierra Gorda. A t last the 
proper person had been found to carry out this diffi-
cult task. During his first expedition four hundred 
prisoners were taken; the ringleaders were summarily 
punished, while the others, in place of being enslaved, 
were treated with great consideration, This policy 
had the desired effect, and in the course of a few years 
several other expeditions under the same leader com-
pleted the work of pacification. AII these campaigns 
were carried on by Escandon with little expense to the 
crown, without burdening too much the Spanish set-
tlers, and without enslaving the natives. H e was a 
wealthy man, and expended the greater part of his own 
fortune in maintaining his troops, who were kept under 
strict discipline, and not allowed to commit any ex-
cesses. His conduct gained for him the esteem of the 
government, the respect of the colonists, and the love 



^^^ V-'-..-'... ' fj-

340 PROGRESS IX XUEVQ LEON. 

of the pacified tribes, who under similar circumstances 
had hitherto been treated like brutes. I t was also 
remarked that although he divided lands among 
Spaniards and Indians, none were reserved for him-
self. 

Thus the wåld regions of Sierra Gorda were finally 
brought under Spanish rule, without much bloodshed, 
and without any of the revolting incidents usually at-
tending the conquest of new territory. In considera-
tion of his services Escandon was made count of 
Sierra Gorda, and his achievements paved the way for 
the conquest of Tamaulipas, where still greater laurels 
were in store for him.^ 

The same causes which led to the final pacification 
of Sierra Gorda and the subjugation of the Nayarits, 
ultimately led to the conquest of the gulf region 
stretching from Pánuco north to the Rio Bravo del 
Norte. Here, as elsewhere, the Indians were driven 
to revolt by a series of outrages committed on them 
by squatters, robbers, kidnappers, and slave-traders.^ 
During and subsequent to the operations of Escandon, 
various proposals were made to the central govern-
ment at Mexico, and to the crown,^" for the extension 
of Spanish settlements in Tamaulipas. No decision 
was arrived at, however, till 1746, under the rule of 
BeviIIa Gigedo, when a council of .war held for the 
purpose intrusted the enterprise to Escandon, who was 
now universally recognized as a man of consummate 

* In 1767 there were nine Indian towns in Sierra Gorda, with an average of 
over 1,700 families. Soreaino, Prologo, 2. Most of these were founded by 
Escandon at tbe time of the pacification. For further details conceming 
Sierra Gorda afiairssee Ordencs d'- la Corona, MS., iv. 67-70; X. Mex., Côiln-
las, MS., 250-8, 268-81; Arletjui, Cron. Zac, 122-3; JVeJes, HisL Brev., 238-
40; TamauL, Conversiones, in MaUrat. Ind.,no. 20, 1-5; (jluijo, Diar., Doc 
Hid. Mex.,l&Bev.,i.'å30, 362; Prieto, fíist. TamauL, 60-1, 71-8, 101-2; 
Zamacois, fíist. Méj., v. 373-4,570, 575. 

• A royal cédula for the protection of the Tamaulipas IndUns was issued 
May 25, 1689. Urdenes delaCorona, MS., iv. 67-70. See also Tamaul., Con-
versiones, in Mcdtrat. Jnd., no. 20, 1-5. 

*"NotabIy by Ladron de Guevara, whose conditions were very extrava-
gant, and excited suspicion concerning his ultimate object in regard to tho 
natives. N. Mex., Cédulas, MS., 250-8. 
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ability; nor could a better selection havc beenmade.'* 
The whole northern coast from Darien to Florida had 
gradually succumbed with the exception of this portion, 
which now, after a successful resistance of over twc 

pXampiuos 
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TAMAULIPAS. 

hundred years, was to be the last to submit to Spanish 
domination, 

11 Escandon was appointed September 3,1746. For the transport of the set-
tlers, soldiers, and other expenses, 115,000 pesos were needed; after that the 
sum of 29,000 pesos a year was to be paid from the royal treasury. The 
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Escandon was authorized to extend his operations 
ovcr a distance of more than a hundred leagues from 
south to north, and sixty or eighty from east to west, 
the boundaries being designated on the east by the 
gulf; south by the jurisdictions of Pánuco and Tam-
pico, ViIIa de Valles, Sierra Gorda, and Huasteca; 
w êst by Guadalcázar, Venado, Charcas, Nuevo Leon, 
and part of Coahuila, and north by this latter province 
and the boundary of Texas. The territory comprised 
within these limits received the appellation of Nuevo 
Santander. Most extensive preparations for the ex-
pedition were made in the city of Querétaro; and the 
prestige of Escandon was so great that from all parts 
of the country Spanish families hastened to join his 
fortunes, and many an adventurous soldier enlisted 
under his banner, Enthusiasm ran high, till finally 
the expeditionary forces numbered seven hundred and 
fifty, while the number of prospective settlers, con-
sisting of Spaniards and converted Indians, exceeded 
two tliousand five hundred families, That these num-
bers are not exaggerated is shown by the settlements 
founded by Escandon, and by subsequent official 
statistics. 

The expedition set forth from Querétaro early in 
December 1748, passing through the towns of Pozos, 
San Luis de la Paz, Santa María del Bio, San Luis 
Potosí, and thence to Tula,^^ where it was joined by a 
number of Spanish families. Various attempts seem 
to have been made since 1714 to form new settlements 
in this vicinity, attended apparently with little success. 
At one of these, PalmiIIas, Escandon appointed a 
military governor, and continuing his march in a 
north-easterly direction, founded on December 25th 
the town of Llera with sixty-seven families, Turn-
ing northward on January 1, 1749, Giiemes was 

audiencia atMexico in 1748 granted the fimds, and in 1749 theking ordered 
an additional sum to be paid to complete the enterprise. Revilla Gigedo, in 
Jnstruc. Vireyes, 37-8. 

'^This place, then in the jurisdiction of Charcas, was at the time quite a 
flourishing colony. 
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established with fifty-eight families, and a mission some 
few leagues distant on the banks of the Purificacion, 
On January 6th forty-four families settled at PadiIIa, 
and a mission was established in that neighborhood. 
I t may be mentioned here that for each newdy settled 
place a military govemor was appointed with the rank 
of captain, and a sinall garrison was left for police 
duty, and to protect the settlers against the hostilities 
of the natives, Other towns were located in rapid 
succession, and at first the colonists had to be content 
with primitive huts, hastily constructed of branches 
and leaves, until better accommodations could be se-
cured. During the first years they suffered great 
hardships, for in many instances the sites selected 
were unfavorable, either on account of their liability 
to floods, their sickly climate, or for other reasons. 
The settlers of the town of Escandon are said to have 
been driven from their second site by clouds of mos-
quitoes and other obnoxious insects, 

From PadiIIa, Escandon continued his march some 
twenty leagues in a north-easterly direction, with a 
view to establish a general camp from which exploring 
expeditions might be despatched, particularly to dis-
cover the harbor of Santander, at the mouth of the 
river then called Purificacion, and to-day La Marina, 
On this march from Padilla the first savages made their 
appearance, descending in great numbers from the 
eastern sierras of Tamaulipas, but being overawed by 
the vast caravan of Spaniards, abstained from attack, 
About the same time Escandon was joined by another 
party of settlers from Linares, consisting of sixty 
families under the conduct of Ladron de Guevara, and 
efforts were now made to reach the seaboard. After 
various attempts, on February 17th, the mouth of 
the Purificacion was discovered; the town of Santan-
der was established with forty-five families, and desig-
nated as the capital of the province.^' 

'̂ The site was subsequently changed and the town flourished, counting 
nearly 600 inhabitants in 1757. 
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From the new capital Escandon proceeded north in 
quest of the valley of Flores, Crossing the Ilio 
Conchas, and passing along the banks towards its 
mouth at Salinas bar, he came upon a friendly Indian 
chief who had formed a settlement of Pintos, Leav-
ing several Franciscan friars with the natives, he 
pushed forward to the Bio Bravo del Norte , expect-
ing to meet with some families coming from Linares 
and other places, with whom to form a settlement. 
H e soon arrived at Camargo, which had been provi-
sionally founded by one Barrero from Nuevo Leon, 
and formally established the town on March 5th, 
leaving Captain Falcon in command. A little to the 
south a mission was erected with the Franciscan, 
Juan García, in charge; this friar was also the first 
curate of Camargo. Thence proceeding west, the 
town of Beinosa and a mission were established, with 
families from Nuevo Leon under Captain Cantun. 
After despatching Captain Basterra to form a settle-
nient on the Nueces Biver, Escandon returned to 
Salinas, where, with families brought by Captain 
Merino, he founded San Fernando. On this return 
march the natives showed signs of hostility, and 
an inclination to dispute the passage. They were 
appeased, however, by Escandon's kind words and 
by presents. 

About April 27th Altamira was located near the 
coast, and on May 9th the city of Horcasitas was 
founded with more than ordinary pomp. Ten days 
after this, Santa Bárbara and the mission Soledad^* 
were established, after which Escandon returned by 
way of Tula to Querétaro, to report on the progress 
of his enterprise. Bemaining there during the whole 
of the following year, he prepared a second expedi-
tion. A t no time during the colonial history of New 
Spain had so many settlements been founded in such 

'* The mission Santa María de la Soledad a quarter league east of Santa 
}'.;irbara, was given lands by Escandon in the king's name, the same as all the 
(itlier niissions. Pinorf, Col. Doc Mex., 361. 
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a comparatively short period, and with so little blood-
shed, True, here and there the natives were obsti-
nate and unwiUing to submit to the strangers, and in 
several instances Spanish settlements were attacked 
by the nomad tribes still scattered in the recesses of 
their mountain retreats. Thus it became necessary 
at times to send a force against them. This, how-
ever, seems never to have been done unless the Ind-
ians first gave sufficient provocation by their hostile 
attitude, Indeed, as a rule Escandon managed the 
aborigines with great skill and judgment, never resort-
ing to hostile measures when with inducements and 
promises he could attract them to the missions, after 
which they would generally become good settlers. I t 
is evident that this leader pursued a wise policy in 
making the lot of the subjugated natives as comfort-
able as possible. We find no signs of encomiendas or 
congregas, the same policy being observed as in Sierra 
Gorda. I t is indeed refreshing to record a circum-
stance of this nature—so much at variance with the 
general conduct observed by nearly all the conquer-
ors and pacificators of earlier times—and even at the 
present day the name of Escandon is esteemed and 
honored in Tamaulipas. 

Many other settlements and missions were founded 
during the second expedition, the details of w hich are 
similar to those of the first, and of little interest to 
the general reader. AII these new settlements, as I 
have mentioned, were placed in charge of a military 
commander, while one or more Franciscan friars took 
charge of each mission, Thus the government of the 
new colonies was at first purely militar}^; yet it cannot 
be denied that, for the time being, and under a man like 
Escandon, this was the best fitted to keep the Ind-
ians under subjection, and to prevent civil dissensions 
among the colonists themselves, A t all events we do 
not hear of any abuses committed by the commanders 
appointed by Escandon, and the progress of the col-
onies evidenced the success of the system, Never-

'm 
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theless even in 1757 Indian hostilities had not 
entirely ceased;^^ and for this reason it was recom-
mended by Inspector-general Tienda de Cuervo, who 
made an official visit to the province in that year, to 
take final measures to complete the pacification of the 
territory. Though Spanish dominion was perma-
nently established, he was aware that to ensure the 
peaceful and steady development of the country, an-
other campaign must be inaugurated; the natives 
who remained obstinate must be pursued to their last 
haunts; they must either be obliged to settle in the 
missions or be exterminated. The recommendation 
was approved by Viceroy AmariIIas, and it is claimed 
that the campaign was a success, and that soon after 
the establishment of San Cárlos all hostilities and 
depredations by the Indian tribes of the neighborhood 
ceased. Many of them, seeing they were pursued 
even to their most secret haunts, had preferred to join 
the missions; but others, more warlike, receded be-
yond the boundaries of Coahuila and to the Bio 
Bravo. They were graduaUy surrounded, and con-
fined by the encroaching Spanish settlements to the 
most remote parts of the province; and being obliged 
to withdraw, they joined the wild tribes of Coahuila, 
Sonora, and New Mexico, who long afterward con-
tinued to harass the settlers on the borders of Mexico 
and the United States. In 1792 a last raid was made 

*̂ According to a statistical report made by the inspector-general José 
Tiendade Cuervo in 1757, Escandon had founded 24 cities, towns, and villages, 
with nearly the same number of missions; there were 8,993 inhabitants; 20 
missionaries; 3,473 Indians settled in the missions. The stock of the colony 
consisted of 58,392 horses; 1,874 mules; 24,747 horned cattle, and 288,363 
sheep and hogs. The cost of the political and religious adniinistration was 
45,095 pesos annually. JJist. Arch. GenL 2Jex., liv. Navarro, 'm Soc Mex. 
Geog., Boletin, 2da ép., i. 291, gives the area of Nuevo Santanderin 1810 as 
5,193 square leagues, one partido, 26 curacies, 8 niissions, 18 villas, and 11 
pueblos ; and a population of 56,715, consisting of 14,639 Spaniards, 13,251 
Indians, and 28,825 of mixed blood. In Certif'"'de los Merccdes, MS., Pinart, 
('cjl. Doc Mex., 39, the cost of the presidio at Camargo in I75S is given at 
3,225 pisos ; that of Santander a t 32,927 pesos. See also llurnhiildf, Tah. Es-
tad.. MS., 7-40; X. Mcx. Cédulas, M8., 303-22; Soc Mi x. Cccjg., Bole/in, 
ii. 19. The prospects for agricultural development were very poor, accord-
ing to a report of Bishop Candamo in 1791. Gonzalez, CoL Doc X. Le.on, 
123-25. 
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by the savages on Laredo, but they were soon repulsed 
and driven beyond the frontier. 

A t the time of Cuervc»'s arrival at Soto la Marina 
he found a schooner belonging to Escandon anchored 
in the harbor, This is the first craft known to have 
traded between Vera Cruz and Nuevo Santander. 
The master, Bernardo Vidal Buzcarrones, informed 
Cuervo as to the general condition of the coast, an-
chorage, and the different sand-bars he had examined 
at the mouths of various rivers. According to his 
opinion prospects for shipping were not at all encour-
aging, as during the greater part of the year only 
smaU craft were able to cross the bars and find a safe 
harbor. Then Cuervo made a tour of inspection with 
the schooner himself, during which he came to the 
same unfavorable conclusion. 

More improvements were made in 1763. The sites 
of Escandon, Búrgos, and Reinosa were changed; 
new settlements were founded, and the settlers re-
ceived assistance from the government. For fifteen 
years the lands in the vicinity of the colonies had 
been used in common, but in 1764, by order of Vice-
roy Cmfllas, they began to be segregated. The fol-
lowing year the town Crufllas was founded, and in 
1766 San Cárlos was established. From this time 
until the end of the century the colonists were enabled 
to breathe more freely; all the settlements rapidly 
improved; several mines were discovered and worked; 
stock-raising Jncreased; and merchants and dealers 
from Mexico, Huasteca, Sierra Gorda, San Luis Po-
tosí, and other parts of the country began to frequent 
the flourishing towns of Nuevo Santander." 

"In 1779 Mannel de Medina was govemor of the province, and in 1787 
Melcher Vidal de Lorza was aippointed. In 1791 and 1799-1800 the conde 
de Sierra Grorda, probably a son of José de Escandon, is again mentioned as 

Î
ovemor, and at the outbreak of Hidalgo's revolution we find Manucl de 
tnrbe é treta at the head of affairs in the province. See Medina, al Regente 

Romá, MS,; Oomtz, Diar., in Doc. Hist. Mex., 2d ser,, vii. 278; Alaman, 
M^., ii, 94; Oonzalez, CoL Doc. N. Leon, 163; Dicc. Univ., v. 458; Zamacois, 
Hist. M^. vii, 191, In the Utter part of the eighteenth century the missions 
of the custodU of Bio Verde and San Pablo de Michoacan, TuU, PalmilUs, 
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Pantano, Jaumave, Llera, CroLx, and G emes belonged politically to the col-
ony of Nuevo Santander, and spirítuaUy to the diocese of Nuevo Leon. 
Arias, Informe, MS., in Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., 342. See also Estad. Hist. 
Aitt., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2da ep., i. 570. 

The fíistoria, Geografia y Estadistica del Estado de TamauUpas por el C. 
Ingeniero Alejandro Prieto, Mexico, 1873, 4to, pp. 5, 361, map, gives au out-
line of the history of Tamaulipas from the time of the conquest; the author 
makes an efí"ort to prove an ancient civilization in that state, based upon some 
personal researches and a number of relics discovered, with a brief narrative 
of aboriginal traditions, habits, customs, and religion, touching also in a gen-
eral way on tlie historical events of Texas, Nuevo Leon, and Sierra Gorda. 
Then follows a description of geographical conditions and political divisions, 
giving, based on statistics, information on the material standing of the coun-
t ry in regard to agriculture, commerce, industries, and general resources. 
This portion of the work is by far more useful than the historical division; 
indeed the author does not claim any credit in tha t direction, and we find 
but a confused compilation of historical data, scattered about promiscuously 
with an ut ter disregard to logical sequence, and clogged by etemal repeti-
tions. Notwithstanding these defects, the author has undoubtedly been 
painstaking in his researches, both among the ancient rains of his country, 
and among authoríties which it might be difficult for others to obtain. 

\ ^ \ 
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1721-1760, 

Bl-aENTENNIAL OP EUBOPEAN OCCUPATION— V̂lCEEOY CASAPUEBTE—^HB E N -
couBAGEs PUBLIO IMPEOVEMENTS—PEACEPUL PBOGEESS—^DEATH OP THB 

ViOBBOY—His SuccEssoB ABCHBISHOP VIZAEEON—NEGBO INSUBBEC-

TiON AT CÔBDOBA—ITS SUPPEESSION BY THB. MILITAEY—^RAVAGES OP 

EPIDEMIO—^VIOEBOY CONQUISTA'S RULE—FuBNCLABA ABBIVES—COM-

MODOBE A N S O N — H E CAPTUBES THE 'COVADONGA'—SPANISH JEALOUSY— 

PEBSECUTION OP BOTUEINI—Loss op VALUABLE MANUSCEIPTS—ADMIN-

iSTBATiON op REVILLA GIGEDO—His TEAPPICKINO PBOPENSITIES— 

FAMINE, DISEASE, AND EABTHQUAKES—^FUENCLABA RESIGNS—VlCEEOY 

ALMABILLAS—His PovEKTY AND DEATH—THB AUDIENCIA RULES—SHOBT 

ADMINISTBATION OP VICEBOY CEUÍLLAS, 

MORE than two centuries had now elapsed since the 
fleet of Cortés had cast anchor under the island of 
San Juan de Ulúa, and of all the powerful tribes that 
once rendered allegiance to the Montezumas few re-
tained any traces of their ancient glory, While in 
1721 the Spaniards were celebrating the bi-centennial 
of the occupation of the capital, the mountain tribes of 
Nayarit were being subjugated, and a quarter of a 
century later those of Nuevo Leon, Sierra Gorda, and 
Tamaulipas were destined, as we have seen, to meet 
the same fate. 

On October 15, 1722, Juan de Acuna, marqués de 
Casafuerte, the successor of Valero, arrived in Mex-
ico as thirty-seventh viceroy of New Spain. H e is 
said to have been one of the best of all the represent-
atives of royalty, being remembered in the history of 
the country as the 'great governor.'* Durirfg his ad-

^ Casafuerte was a creole, a native of Lima, Pera. During 59 years of 
pnblio service he had been viceroy of Messina and of SicUy. Besides bein2 
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ministration Casafuerte wrought a marked change in 
the various branches of the public service, and labored 
zealously, and not in vain, to purify a venal court. 
Many of the former rulers had done much to benefit 
the country by establishing new colonies, and encour-
aging commerce and the development of the mining 
and agricultural interests. I t must be acknowledged, 
however, that few of them were proof against the 
temptations of the age, and that directly or indirectly 
they countenanced the shameful abuse of selling public 
offices to the highest bidder. When Casafuerte took 
charge, he at once abolished this practice. No presents 
were received, no favors shown; none of his household 
or subordinates dared to meddle in the question of ap-
pointments, or to intercede for office-seekers. Whole-
some reforms were introduced and maintained during 
his long rule, while merit alone was the passport to 
preferment. 

In the matter of public improvements the marquis 
w as equally active. The bui ding of a new mint was 
begun in 1731, and finished in 1734, at a cost of four 
hundred and fifty thousand pesos '^ in 1733 the plaza de 
Acapulco was renovated, the San Cristôbal causeway 
having been reconstructed the previous year. The 
grand aqueduct which supplies the city of Querétaro 
with water was begun in 1726 and finished in 1738.' 
Improvements were also made in the various presidios 
throughout the country under Pedro de Rivera, who 
made a four years' tour of inspection by order of the 
viceroy, and a cannon foundry was established at Ori-
zaba, the guns being used to strengthen the coast 
defences. 

general of artUIery, he had attained the highest military title, that of captain-
general of the Spanish army. Cavo, TresSiglos, ii. 122; Alaman, DiserL, iiL 
app. 53. 

"^ In 1722 the royal theatre was destroyed by fire. Steps were immedUtely 
taken to rebuUd, though the new edifice was not reopened until 1753. Ala-
man, Disert,*iii. app. 53; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 122. 

'This structure was undertaken at tlíe suggestion and under the patronage 
of Juan Antonio de Urratia y Arana, marquis of ViIU del ViIIar del Águila, 
who, encouraged by Casafuerte, spent large sums on it from his prívate for-
tune. Navarrde, ReL Peregrina, no. ii. 1-11. 
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The administration of Casafuerte was not marked 
by any internal disturbances; nor were the provinces 
harassed by the depredations of pirates which wrought 
so much mischief during the rule of his predecessors. 
Commerce stiU suffered to some extent on the North 
Sea, but corsairs had been driven from the waters of 
the Pacific, and trading vessels passed to and fro be-
tween New Spain and the East Indies without fear 
of being molested. 

The marquis was beloved by the people, and the 
onîy enemies he had were dissatisfied omce-seekers. 
These prevailed upon the king's council to recommend 
his removal on account of his great age, and his long 
tenure of office, which was inconsistent with general 
usage. When this was done Felipe signified his con-
fidence in his representative by merely replying: "As 
long as Casafuerte lives his talents and virtues give 
him all the strength necessary for a good governor." 
Soon afterward, however, in 1734, the marquis died, 
at the age of seventy-seven. His funeral ceremonies 
were described in detail in the Gazette then published 
by Sahagun. Since that time they have served as a 
model on similar occasions, and resemble those which 
at the present day are observed on the demise of a 
president of the Mexican republic* 

When the cartxL de mortaja, was opened by the 
audiencia it was found that the archbishop of Mexico, 
Juan Antonio de Vizarron y Eguiarreta, was desig-
nated to fill the vacancy.^ Vizarron was appointed 
to the primacy January 13, 1730, and arrived in 

* In 1724 FeUpe V. abdicated the crown of Spain in favor of his son Lnis 
I., who ascended the throne on Jannary lOth. While preparations were being 
made to celebrate the event, news arríved of the death of the latter, which 
had occnrred August 13th the same year, and Felipe, reluctant to place his 
minor son Feraando npon the throne, had reassumed the crown. 

^ On the death of archbishop Lanciego in 1728, Manuel José de Endaya y 
Haro was elected to the see, but died before tak ng possession, October 5, 
1729. The bishop of PnebU, Juan Antonio de Lardizabal, was elected the 
same year to fiU tíie vacani^, but the preUte refused the appointment. Con-
cilios Prov., 1656-66, 224-5; Doc. Eeles. Méx., MS., u. pt. L; Dicc Unîv., 
ix, 271. 
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the capital on December 20th of the same year. He 
was consecrated by the bishop of Puebla Lardizábal 
y Elorza, assisted by the bishops of Yucatan and 
Caracas, who were on a visit to Mexico at the tioie, 
and took charge of the ecclesiastical government on 
the 21st of May 1731, receiving the pallium on the 
13th of January 1732.^ The pastoral administration of 
the archbishop, which lasted sixteen years, was one 
of the most peaceful and prosperous recorded in the 
annals of the Mexican church; and concerning his 
reign as vicero}^, it may be said that he was in every 
way a worthy successor to Casafuerte; he sent more 
treasure to 'Spain than any previous viceroy, without 
oppressing the people, draining the country of the pre-
cious metals, or diminishing the amount usually held 
iii reserve at Mexico. 

Though near the close of his administration war 
was again declared between Spain and England; New 
Spain remained undisturbed by foreign aggression; 
on the other hand, we have to record for this period 
some internal troubles and calamities, The negro and 
other slaves of the town and vicinity of Cérdoba had 
long meditated revolt, when in 1735 a rumor was cir-
culated by a mulatto that all slaves had been declared 
free by the king, and that they were now unlawfully 
kept in bondage by the Spaniards, A general upris-
ing followed in the month of June; and though some 
of the more tiinid remained with their mastérs, the 
majority, being supplied in secret with arms of every 
description, gathered and fortified themselves on the 
hacienda called Omealca, protected by the Bio Blanco 
and the mountains. The militia of Vera Cruz, Ori-

"Archbishop Vizarron was bom in the city and port of Santa MarU, Spam. 
So little is known of the early histoiy of this illustrious member of the church 
tha t not even the date of his birth is given. His biographers merely mention 
that his studies were completed in the college of San Clemente iu Rome, and 
that at the time of his election as archbishop of Mexico he was a high digni-
tary of the church of Seville. See Reales Ci'dulas, MS., i. 28-9; Providencias 
Reales, MS., 8-10; Cahrera y Quintero, Fc.<ividadcs, Div., i. pt. i.; ViUa-
Senor, Teairo, L 26-31; Gazeta Mex., Dce. 1730; ArCvalo, Compevd., 290. 

^i 



DUQUE DE LA CONQUISTA, 353 

zaba, and the neighboring towns were caUed out, and 
a formal campaign opened. A force of six hundred 
Spaniards attacked the insurgents, who were routed 
after a stubbom resistance, The ringleaders were ex-
ecuted, and others who were captured were subjected 
to cruel tortures. Those who escaped fled to the 
mountains; but hunger caused most of them to return, 
while a few preferred death from starvation to the 
fate of their companions.' 

During the greater part of the following year vio-
lent storms prevailed, and in the month of August the 
epidemic caUed matlazahuatl made its appearance in 
Tacuba, and spread with rapidity over the whole 
country.® This terrible disease was similar to that 
of 1576, which carried off some two millions of natives." 

After being relieved from office as viceroy, Vizarron 
remained in charge of the primacy until the day of 
his death,^° and was succeeded in 1749 by archbishop 
Dr Manuel Joseph Bubio y Salinas, who presided 
over the affairs of the church no less ably than had 
his predecessor." He died, after a successful ad-

''More particuUrs abont this insurrection may be found in Rodriguez, 
Cart. Hist., 43-6; Rivera, Gobernantes, i. 107-8. In 1737 a Guaima Indian 
was hanged for inciting the natives to revolt, pretending to be a prophet. At 
the execution the natives were much astonished that the Spaniards did not 
tum into stone. Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 56. 

* The cholera morbus of 1833 also broke out in August, at the time when 
Herschel's comet was expected, though this was not visible in Mexico tiU 
Oct. 11,1835. Bustamante, in Cavo, TresSiglos, iL'l.S7. Theepidemicof 1736-7 
was aUo ascribed to the appearance of a comet. In the city of Mexico the 
deaths amounted to 40,0()0, according to AUman, and Cabrera gives 54,000 
for Puebla. Alegre claims that in the province of Mexico one third of the 
popuUtion períshed, and VilU-Senorstatesthat many towns remained deserted. 
A remarkable circumstance was that Teutitlan, AyahuaUca, Hueyacocotlan, 
and NotchixtUn in the bishopric of Oajaca, though surrounded by infected 
towns remained free from contagion. The Spaniards, as usual, suffered less 
than the IndUns. See also Alegre, Hist. Comp., ui. 261-8; Panes, Vireyes, 
MS., 113-15; Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., iL pt. i. 133; Alzate, GazetaLiL, ii. 97. 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe was supposed to have caused the disappearance 
of the epidemic, She was therefore decUred the patron saiut of the city of 
Mexico, and in Uter years of the whole country. Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 56. 

^°He made a report of the condition of the country and the different 
branches of the administration to the king, and died Feb. 25, 1747. See Vi-
zarron y Eguiarreta, 4-7, 85-92, in Vireyes de Mex. IvMmc, Ist ser. nos. 18, 
19; Actos Secretos, in Doc. Ecles. Méx., MS,, L pt, i. v,; ViUa-Senor y San-
chez, Theatro, i. 17-19; Akiman, Disert., ui, app, 56; Castro, Diario, in Doc. 
Hist. Mex., Ist ser., iv, 76-7. 

u This preUte, reUted to the most prominent nobUity of Spain, was bom 
msT. MBX.. YOI.. m , 23 
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ministration of sixteen years, at the age of sixty-
two. 

The thirty-ninth viceroy, Pedro de Castro y Figu-
eroa Salazar, duque de la Conquista y marqués de 
Gracia Beal, took charge of the government of New 
Spain August 17, 1740. He had taken passage in a 
Dutch ship in order to elude the English war vessels 
which were then cruising in the North Sea, but being 
pursued near PortobeUo was obliged to make his es-
cape in a small swift craft which had served as escort. 
His baggage and papers were left behind, but he was 
nevertheless acknowledged as viceroy without creden-
tials.^^ During his brief reign of a single year, he gave 
indications of being a good ruler, though he found the 
country in a less favorable condition than his prede-
cessors. The French had retired from the extreme 
northern provinces of New Spain, but the English, 
under Oglethorpe, bombarded San Agustin, in Florida; 
while Admiral Vernon who had captured Portobello 
and destroyed the castle of San Lorenzo at the mouth 
of the Chagre, threatened Ulúa and Vera Cruz. 

The duke ordered that the razed batteries of Gua-
dalupe and San Miguel should be reconstructed, and 
an adequate force raised for the protection of the gulf 
coast. Soon afterward he repaired toVera Cruz for 
the purpose of adopting measures for defence, but a 
short time after his arrival at that port he was stricken 

June 2!», 1703. He finished his studies at the famous university of Alcalá de 
Henares and became celebrated as a licentiate in canon law. I t is not known 
when he took orders, but he rose rapidly in the ecclesiastical career under 
the patronage of Cardinal Borja, and at the time of his election to the Mexi-
can archsee was abbot of San Isidro de Leon. See Veitia, Linage, in Doc 
J'Jclcs. Mex., MS., i. pt. V. 36; Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 225-26; Reales Céduias, 
MS., i. 181; N. Es],. Breve Res., i. 139-40; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 182-91; Mo-
rena, Juan Becerra, ReL Mex., 1766; VaUarte, Sermon, pt. ix., in Arteaga, 
Josias. 

^-Instead of saving the credentUIs and instractions of the crown, the 
duke took with him his favorite poodle-dog. For this he was severely repri-
manded by the king, and the rebuke bore so heavily upon his mind that one 
year later it caused his death. So say Cavo, Tres SigU>8, u. 148, and Rivera, 
Gobemantes, i. 353. I t is more likely that the viceroy died from yellow fever 
The lost baggage was valued at 100,000 pesos. 
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down with a severe iUness, causing his immediate re-
turn to Mexico, where he died, August 22,1741,^^ His 
successor, Pedro Cebrian y Agustin, conde de Fuen-
clara, the fortieth viceroy, and the last who in those 
days enjoyed the dignity of grandee of New Spain, 
assumed office November 3, 1742, 

A t this time the Spanish provinces were kept in a 
state of constant alarm by the operations of Anson 
and Vernon, which have already been briefly related," 
After scouring the Paciflc coast of South America, 
Anson arrived off Acapulco in February 1742, with 
forces greatly reduced by sickness, and failing to re-
ceive the cooperation of Vernon, resolved not to make 
any attempt on the mainland, Hearing that he had 
narrowly missed intercepting a treasure-ship named 
the Covadonga, which had sailed safely into Acapulco a 
short time before, he cruised off that port for three 
months in the hope of capturing this prize, In the 
ordinary course of things the Covadonga should have 
left Acapulco in March, but on account of Anson's 
presence the authorities thought it best to detain her 
until the following year, Thereupon the British ad-
miral set sail in disgust for China; and, having burned 
one of his two vessels and refitted the other near 
Macao, put off to await the arrival of the two galleons 
which he expected would reach the Philippines in May 
1743. On the 20th of this month he arrived in his 
remaining vessel, the Centurion, a frigate of sixty guns, 
and with a very slender ship's company, at cape Espí-

'^Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 203, asserts that the duqne de U (Donquista 
was the only viceroy bom in America. In this statement he U in error; 
there were several others, among whom was Casafuerte, who, as before reUted, 
was bom in Lima. For more particuUrs con eming the administration of thîs 
viceroy, see lîgueroa, Vindicias, MS., 123; VilUi-Senor, Teatro, i. 44-5; Papeles 
Frandscanos, MS., i. Ist ser. 521, 531; CastiUo, Sermon Real, 1 etseq.; Pants, 
Vireyes, in Mon. Dom. Esp., MS., 117; Reaies Gedukts, MS., 149; Vireyes, In-
druc, MS., pt.20; Linares, Instmc, MS., 1-12; Lorenzana, in Cortés, Hist. 
N. Esp., 32; Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 146-8; Alaman, Diaert., iu. app. 57; Rivero, 
Oobemantes, i. 351-4, On the death of the viceroy, there being no carta de 
mortaja, the audiencU assnmed the reins of govemment, with Pedro Malo de 
VilUvicencio as president, Dnring hU bríef rale nothing worthy of note 
oocurred, 

^* See Hist. Cent. Amer., u, 589 et seq., this seríes. 
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ritu Santo, off the island of Samal. Here were erected 
signal stations for the purpose of warning Spanish gal-
leons to beware of enemies who might be cruising about 
in neighboring w^aters. The Covadonga soon made her 
appearance, and w^hen Anson's ship was sighted, bore 
down upon her to give battle. 

Though not a war vessel, the Coradonga was weU 
armed and manned, having thirty-six large guns, 
twenty-eight howitzers, and five hundred and fifty 
men, a number greatly in excess of the Centinnons 
crew. But these advantacíes were counterbalanced 
by the lightness of the British frigate, and the greater 
efficiency of her men. For two hours the conflict 
lasted. Though outmatched in seamanship the Span-
iards showed no lack of courage. The galleon's rig-
ging caught fire; her pennant was shot away; her com-
mander w as wounded, sixty-seven of her crew were 
liilkd, and a greater number wounded, before her 
colors were struck, while the loss of the British was 
but one man killed and seventeen wounded. Taking 
possession of his prize, Anson found on board treasure 
amounting to nearly a million and a half in coin, and 
about forty thousand five hundred marks in silver 
bullion.^^ 

When the news of this disaster reached Mexico, it 
created much dissatisfaction among the parties inter-
ested, who laid the blame on the authorities. More-
over, the war which was then raging in Europe caused 
great scarcity of merchandise and high prices through-
out New Spain. 

A remarkable instance of Spanish jealousy toward 
foreigners, and of the strictness with which the laws 
in that respect were enforced, occurred at the begin-
ning of Fuenclara's rule. Before the arrival of the 
viceroy, an Italian gentleman, Lorenzo Boturini, 
appeared in Mexico provided with a papal bull author-

^*Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 152, gives only 4,463 marks of sUver. Other 
authors confirm the amount given in the text. 
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izing him to make coUections for the purpose of 
providing a costly crown for the virgin of Guadalupe. 
Upon leaving Spain, however, he had forgotten to 
procure the sanction of thelndiaCounciI; nevertheless 
the audiencia, believing Boturini to be sincere in his 
intention, decided to issue to him a license and pass-
port. Fuenclara, however, took matters more seri-
ously. An investigation was instituted, Boturini was 
imprisoned, and his papers, forming an exceedingly 
valuable historical collection, were taken in charge by 
the authorities.^* Although Boturini had acted in 
good faith, he was kept in confinement for a long 
time, until finally, not knowing what to do with him, 
the audiencia sent him to Spain. There he presented 
his case at court and was compensated by the position 
of royal chronicler with the salary of a thousand pesos, 
and the Mexican govemment was ordered to return 
his manuscripts. This, however, was never done, and 
the greater portion of them disappeared from the 
office of the viceroy's secretary. Thus the persecution 
of Boturiui and his exile from New Spain were the 
cause of an irreparable loss to Mexican history, for 
which Fuenclara is directly answerable. As for the 
audiencia, the viceroy was ordered to convoke a secret 
session, and having done so, to administer a stern 
rebuke for their presumption in encroaching on the 
prerogatives of the council of the Indies. 

Fuenclara was a peaceably inclined ruler and seems 
to have paid much more attention to the development 
of the country's resources. Apart from this there is 
little to record concerning his administration. Indeed 
this period of the history of New Spain is necessarily 
void of interest. The European wars were confined 
to the Old World, and the people of New Spain were 

M 'phe leamed Italian made thU coUection intending to write the hUtory of 
' Onr Lady of Gnadalnpe,' The ancient docnments which he gathered from 
áll parts of New Spain grew npon hU hands, and indnced him to eztend the 
acope of hU work, These works wiU be fuUy discnssed Uter, 
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content to supply the royal coffers with the necessary 
treasure, so long as they were comparatively free from 
the attacks of foreign powers. England considered 
it a much easier task to capture Spanish treasure ships 
on the ocean than to send expeditions to the main-
land, where the deadly climate carried off her soldiers 
by hundreds. Nothing, therefore, impeded the prog-
ress of the provinces; agriculture and mining were 
developed; the population increased; new lands were 
occupied, so that in every direction the country be-
(.anie sprinkled with industrious settlers. New Spain 
had now arrived at the stage when the spirit of con-
quest disappears; and having outlived tíie period of 
ear y settlement, the people quietly and steadily pur-
sued their course. 

Ill-health finally induced Fuenclara to resign, 
though his salary had been raised to forty thousand 
pesos. The resignation was accepted by the king in 
1745, and in the following year he was relieved" by 
J.uan Francisco de Giiemes y Horcasitas, conde de 
ReviIIa Gigedo, who assumed the reins of govern-
ment as forty-first viceroy of New Spain, He was 
appointed while captain-general of Cuba, and assumed 
office July 9, 1746, The peaceable condition of the 
country favored the propensities of the new ruler, 
who had acquired a vast fortune by trading ventures, 
and throughout Europe was regarded as the richest 
vassal of his sovereign, His fortune increased enor-
mously during his administration, and in the history 
of the viceroys he is noted mainly as a shrewd and 
successful speculator. He would pass by no commer-
cial enterprise or profitable traffic, generally devoting 
thereto his personal attention, so that the viceregal 
palace was transformed into an exchange. Neverthe-
less he had some qualities which gained for him the 

1' He returaed to Spain, and was appointed ambassador to Vienna, where 
he arranged the marrUge of one of the sons of PhUip V. Rivera, Gobemantes, 
i. 363. See also, for other particuUrs, Ordenes de Ui Corona, MS., i. 38-9, 166; 
Reales Cedulas, MS., 210; Panes, Vireyes, in Mon. Dom. Esp., MS., 45; Lo-
renzana, fíisL N Esp., 33; Villa-Scnor, Teatro, i. 7. 
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respect of his subjects, and chief among them was his 
personal courage. I t is related that when a revolu-
tionary mob once gathered about his palace he rode 
in among them unattended by any guard, and by his 
commanding presence and stern rebuke caused the 
rioters to disperse. Although he devoted much of 
his time to his individual interests, it cannot be aUeged 
that he neglected the affairs of state. I t is even 
claimed that he augmented the resources of the coun-
try, and greatly increased the royal revenue, The 
generous protection extended to Escandon in the pac-
ification of Nuevo Santander is also greatly in his 
favor, 

The years 1749 and 1750 were sad ones for the in-
habitants of New Spain. The crops were destroyed 
by unusual frosts in many provinces, occasioning a 
famine throughout the country, which in its turn was 
succeeded by an epidemic in the territory under the 
jurisdiction of the audiencia of Guadalajara. During 
the same period many and destructive earthquakes 
occurred, the centres of which seem to have been near 
the volcano of Colima. Many lives were lost and 
towns destroyed, though the city of Colima suffered 
but little.^« 

Femando VI, , who succeeded to his father Felipe 
V. on the decease of that monarch in August 1746, 
had certainly no reason to be dissatisfied with Revilla 
Gigedo's administration, for his constant demands for 
gold to replenish the empty coffers of the royal treas-
ury were ever promptly complied with. But the 
count had now ruled for nine years, and he was rich 
enough. His resignation was accepted in 1755, on 
which date he retumed to Spain.̂ ® H e was succeeded 

^'The towns of Saynla, ZapotUn el grande, Amacalpan, and many others 
of minor importance were destroyed. On May 13, 1752, an ecUpse of the sun 
terrified the inhabitants, and in 1758 the volcano of JoraUo on the hacienda 
of that name, near Patzcnaro, saddenly became active, Cavo, Tres Sighs, u. 
162, 169, 172; Rivera, Hist. Jal., L 117; Hemandez, Estad., 18; Alegre, Hist. 
Comp., iu. 226-7, 

1' Chi hU retnm to Spain he received the title of captain-general of the 
army and was made president of the councU of war. For other particnlars 



T 

II N 

360 THIRTY-SEVEXTH TO FORTY-THIRD VICEROYS. 

by Agustin de Ahumada y ViIIalon, marqués de las 
AmariIIas, who took charge of the government on 
the lOth of November in that year. The character 
of the marquis was in strong contrast with that of his 
predecessor in almost every respect. Indeed, they 
seemed to have only one trait in common, and that was 
loyalty to their sovereign. AmariIIas was a soldier 
who had won fame in the Italian wars, and at once 
devoted himself to correcting the abuses that had 
crept in under the former administration. But soon 
after his arrival his health began to fail, and by the 
advice of physicians he resided for some time at 
Cuautitlan, and thence removed to the city of Cuer-
navaca. Not finding relief he returned to Mexico 
where he died February 5, 1760. While his prede-
cessor was known as the wealthiest vassal of the king, 
it luay be said of AmariIIas that he was one of the 
poorest. Though his administration lasted more than 
four years, his honesty and generosity had been such 
that his widow was left in poverty, and became de-
pendent on the archbishop Rubio y Salinas, who pro-
vided funds for her return to Spain.̂ *' 

Francisco de Echávarri, pr^sident of the audiencia, 
took charge on the death of the viceroy, and ruled fôr 
several months pending the arrival of his successor. 
In the carta de mortaja, the governor of Habana, 
Francisco Cagigal de la Vega, was designated to fill 
the vacancy ad intérim. He was notified of his 

1» conceming RevUIa Gigedo's administration, see Instruc Vireyes, 3-57; Or-
* denesdela Corona, MS., iv. 190; Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., v. pt. L 27; Payno, 

licntas Ceiicralcs, vi.-vii.; Lorenzana, IJist. X. Esp., 33; Castro, Diario, in 
D(j'-. JIi<t. Mex., Ist ser. vi. 84-5; Ahman, Discrf.,\n.sc^^. 5Q-Q0; Zamaco'is, 
JJ'tst. Mej., V. 571-9. 

''" Some years previous to the viceroy's death, an aged married couple with-
out heirs, and friends of the family, had donated a large estate to his wife. 
Aíter much reluctance, the gift wasaccepted. The case was reported to the 
king by e\ il-disposed persons, and the donation was declared void, thus 
leaving thc viceregal family in poverty. For particulars of the case see 
li'cdcs Cedulas, MS., ii. 225-8. See also Vireijes, Instruc, MS., Ist ser., pt. 
V. 1-6; pt. vi. 7; 2d ser., pt. iv. 1-2; Doc Ecles. Méx., M8., i. pt. vL; Cohtiuio, 
S'ip . 1/ Leon., MS., 4; Panes, Vireyes, in Mon. Dom. Esp., MS., á7;Loren-
zana, Ill-it. N. Esp., 33; Ala-man, Disert., iii. app. 60-1; Rivera, Gobernantes, 
379-85. 
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appointment by the audiencia, and arrived at Vera 
Cmz April 8, 1760, receiving the viceregal baton on 
the 28th, when he formally entered the city of Mexico, 
The administration of this, the forty-third viceroy, 
was void of any important event, and of very short 
duration, Knowing that his succeGSor would soon 
arrive from Spain, he abstained from making any 
changes in the government, and contented himself 
with upholding for the time the existing laws, "How-
ever, during the few months of his rule," says Panes, 
"he gave- evidence of extreme rectitude, zeal, and 
disinterestedness in the service of the king and the 
public.'"^^ 

'̂  I may mention as authoríties on the preceding chapters the following: 
ViUa-Se'nor y Sanchez, Theatro, Mex., i. 33-382; ii. 47, passim; Calle, Mem. 
y NoL, 77, 90; Torquemada, i. 338-9; Papdes de Jesuitas, MS., 521-38; 
Doc Ecles. de Mex., MS., i. 4-15, 27-41; u. 1-3, 43-6, 133; Alegre, HisL 
Comp. Jesus, iii. 197-8, 213-18, 261-8; Ordenes de Ui Corona, MS., i. 29, 
38-9, 59, 68; iL 58-189; iu. 171; iv. 67-70, 139-48, 164-6, 190-4; v. 11, 99, 
104; vi. 7; vii. 4&-54; Arîegui, Prov. de Zac, 57, 73-89, 94-6,122-3,408-44; 
Providencias, Reales, MS., 1, 8-10, 60-2, 172-5, 219-21; ViUena á Regente 
Roma, MS., passim; Navarro, Misiones de Nayarit, MS., 466, 469; Certifi-
cacion de las Mercedes, MS., 33-56; Cortés, Hist. N. Esp., 31, 33-4; Pacheco 
and Cârdenas, CoL Doc, ix. 179-91; Dâvila, Continuacion, MS., 192; Azanza, 
Ynstruccion, MS., 76-8, 106-8; Lazcano, Vida del P. Oviedo, 276-8; Naya-
ritcís, Rdadcm de la Conq., passim; Michoacan, Informe de las Misîo-nes, MS., 
137, passim; Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., MS., passim; Nayarit, Fragmento fíist., 
MS., 1; Id., Informedela Aud. deGuad., MS., 67-9, 75; Descrip. deAmeríca, 
MS., 107, Í23-5; Medina á Regente Romá, MS., passim; Doc Hist. Mex., 
série i. tom. i. 330, 362; iv. v. vi., passim; série ii. tom. iv., passim; tom. 
vii. 31, 278, 435; Medina, Cron. de San Diego de Mex., 181, 256; Vireyes de 
Mex., MS., série L 1-19; série iL 2-17; Reaies Cédulas, MS., i. 1, 28-35, 83, 
181-3, 203; u. 109-12, 159, 197, 210, 225-8, 234; Cedulario, MS., i. 66, 88, 
114, 209-14, 330-1; iu. 9-11, 34-7, 96, 110-28, 176, 211, 238; Monumentos 
Domin. Esp., MS., 41-7, 110-17, 309-48; ConcUios Prov. 1555 y 1565, 224-6; 
Salguero, Vida, passim; Cancelada, Ruina de la N. Esp., 73-7; Figueroa, 
Vi'ndicias, MS., 123; Beaumont, Crtín. Mich., iv. 92; v. 79-84; MaUratami-
ento de Indios, MS., 1; Recop. de Ind., i. 339; Castro, Diario, passim; Soc 
Mex. Geog., BoL, tom. i. 135; u. 6, 18-20, 96-110; vi. 295; vii. 3-40, 138, 
300-17, 521-43; ix. 270-5; xL 200-1; Id., 2da ép, i. 291, 497-500, 570-2; 
iu. 21-5, 194-9, 307; M , 3da ép. i. 238, 266; v. 497; Montemayor, Svma-
rios, 61; Sorîano, Prtíhgo, passim; Arévaio, Compend., 6 et seq.; Cavo, 
Tres Sighs, iL, passim; iii. 197; Mayer MSS., no. 2, passim; no. 11, 49-
51; Linares, Instmc, MS., 15-27; Behna, Recop., ii. 26-58; Orozco y Berra, 
NoL Hist., 291-2; Frejes, HisL Conq., 238-40; Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 
57, 155, 203, 257-61, 282-8; Id., New Spain, u. 180-7, 224-35; Id., Tabla 
Estad., MS., 7-40; Id.,Versuch, u, 156-60, 186-95; Nueva Espana, Breve 
Res.,i. 112-14,139--40; u, 304r-20; Instrucdonesá hsVireyes, 5-111;.BeUrami, 
Mex., i. 107-9; Ouerra, Revue N. Esp., i. 354; Mayer's Mex.Aztec, i. 228-39; 
Id., Mex. as it was, 172-3; Payno, Rentas Generales, vL-vu., passim; Rodrí-
guez, Carta Hist., 43-56; Oonzcdez, CoL N. Leon, 4^153, 365-72; Mosaico, 
Mex., u. 419; vi, 162; vii. 225-9; Prido, HisL Tam., 1-9, 67-8, 75-213; Al-
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zate, Gazetas, u. 97; ui. 344, 420; CoUma, Representacion, passim; Noticiade 
N. Espana, 18-19; Sanchez, Sermon, 1-28; fíassel, Mex. and Guat., 155-68, 
212-29; Fransham, World, 8-20; Lacunza, Discursos fíist., no. 35, 509-12; 
Robertson's Hist. Am. (ed. London), ii. 950, 955, 970-2; Ortiz, Mex. Indep. 
Libre, 79; CasteUanos, Defensa, 26; Alvarez, Estudios fíist., iii. 354, 364-84; 
Parras, Conq. deJálisco, MS., 520-1, 742-3; Lerdo de Tajada, Apunt. HisL, 
no. 5, 294-313, 382-8; Rivera, Descrip. Zac, 50-66; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 
182-91; Zamacois, HisL MéJ., iv. 681; v. 535-95; vi. 301; vii. 7-9, 34-40, 
174, 184-94; viu. 49; x. 1372-3; Montanus, Die Xieuwe Weereld, 222-30; 
D'Avity, Descrip. Gen., u. 83-4; Kerr's CoL Voy., x. 400-19, 495-513; xi. 
1-8, 400-33; Rivera, Gobo-nantes de Mex., i. 107-8, 222; Sammlung, AUer 
Reisebesch., xiii. 508-13; Navarrete, Rel. Peregrino, no. 1, 30-66; Galvez, In-
forme del Visitachr, MS., 42-54; Viagero, Univ., xxvii. 97-112; Mofras, 
L'Exploration, i. 105; Velasco, Noticias Son., 197; Mexico, Ordenanzas, 7 et 
seq.; Laet, Am. Descrip., 282-9; Spanish Empire inAm., 103-14; Arispe, 
Cohsso Ehquente, 98, 174; Zavala, Rev. Mex., 65; Salmon's Modern fíisL, 
iu. 159-60; Burke's Europ. Sett ement, 228-30; Zamora, Bih. Leg., iv. 284; 
Lardner's fíist. Marit. Discov., ii. 328; Burney's Discov. South Seas, v. 60-4; 
Zuniga y 0., Calendario, 103-17; Bury's Exodus, ii. 172-3; Moreno, Relacion 
del Funeral, 1-155; Betagh's Voy., 190-3; Arispe, Cohsso Ehquente, 98, 
passim; WiUie, Noticias Hacienda, 4; Vcdlarta, Sermon Funehre, passim; 
Cohquio entre Sophronio y Leonidas, MS., 4-16; Berenger's CoL Voy., iv. 
149-51, 268-92; Hernandez, E.stadistica, 18; World Displayed, vi. 119-42; 
Escudero, Not. Son., 61-2, 70; Young's fíist. Mex., 60; Boucher's Bib. Univ., 
u. 123-5; Voyages, A New CoL, iii. 413-43; Id., New Univ. CoL, i. 240-2, 
286-8, 395-402; Id., HisL Voy. round World, u. 117-19, 202-33; FUnt's Geog., 
u. 132, 142; Berghes, Zac, 4; Pap. Var., ii. passim; iv. 1-155; x. 3 etseq.; 
CXILX. 413; ccxv. 17, 61-76; Diario, Mex., iu. 486-8; iv. 1-2; xi. 220-2, 
675-6; xii. 252; Rivera, fíist. Jcdapa, i. 11()-18; Alaman, Disert., iii. 53-61, 
266-90; Id., HisL Méj., i. 49-51; iL 94-6; GazetadeMex., i. 42et seq.; u.-v., 
passim; vi. 9-709; vu. 10-475; viU.-x., passim; xi. 9 e t seq . ; xiî. 165-293; 
xiu. 411-803; xiv.-xvL, passim. 
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C H A P T E R XX. 

VIOEROYS FORTY-FOUR TO FORTY-SIX. 

1760-1779. 

YiOBBOT MABQUÉS DE GBUÍLLAS—EINO CÂBLOS i n , PROOLAIM]EI>—WAK 

•WITH G B E A T BBITAIN—^EIXTENSIVE AND CoSTLY P B E F A B A T I O N S AOAINST 

POSSIBLB ATTACES—^VISITADOBGENEBAL JosÉ DE GALVEZ—His EMINENT 

SBRVICES IN MEXICO AND SPAIN—C!BUÍLLAS' RELIEP AND HABSH TBEAT-

HENT—^VlCEBOY M A E Q U É S D E C B O I X — H B S U P P O B T S GALVEZ—^HlS RULB 

APPBOVED—PBOMOTION, RECALL, AND FUTUBE CABEEB—^UNJUST STBICT-

intBS— V̂icEBOY PEEY ANTONIO MAEÍA BUCAEELI—GENEEAL MEASUEES 

op ms LONO RULB—His DEATH—^TEMPOBAEY RULE OP THE AUDIENCIA— 

POUBTH EOCLESIASTICAL COUNCIL—ITS ACTS—ABCHBISHOP FBANCISCO 

ANTONIO LOBENZANA—His COUBSE IN MEXICO AND SPAIN—^HE IS MADB 

A CABDINAL—FUTUBE CABEEB AND DEATH. 

THE successor of General Cagigal, and forty-fourth 
viceroy, was Joaquin Monserrat,* marqués de Cru-
íUas, a knight grand cross, claviger commander of 
Montroy and Burriana, and bailiff of Sueca in the 
order of Montesa,'* a mariscal de campo^ of the army, 
and lieutenant-colonel of the royal Spanish infantry 
guards, H e brought out his wife, Dona María Josefa 
de Acuna,* a iady related to the highest nobility of 

1 H U famUy names, as given at the head of hU decrees, were Monserrat, 
C!inrana, CrniUas, Oespl de VaUdanra, Alfonso, CaUtayud, Sans de U Llosa. 
Disposic. Varias, i. 21, iv. 1. 

^A Spanish order of knighthood named after the convent of Santa María 
de Montesa, which was sitnated two leagues from the city of Játiva in the 
provinoe of ValencU, It was fonnded -with the sanction of Pope John XXTT. 
in 1537, Moreri and Miravd y Casadevante, Oran. Dicc, vu, 74, 

' ThU was his miUtary rank at the time of his appoîntment, Recdes CéduUis, 
MS., u. 237. His promotion to Ueutenant-general was decreed soon aftei 
hU departnre for Ameríca. Rivera, Oob. Mex., i. 388, He certainly held the 
oommission of a Uentenant-general dnring hU rale in Mexico, and made it 
appear in hU decrees, 

* Her family names were: Acnfia y Prado, Vazqnez, Coronado, Henríquez, 
Luua y PortociÉuTero, Castro, Figueroa y Mendoza, RonquiUo y Bríseno, Mas-
carenas, Alencastre y U Cneva, Rodrigtiez, Express. dd Dohr., i,-xvi. 
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Spain, among whom was the late viceroy, marqués de 
Casafuerte, and it is even said that royal blood coursed 
in her veins. 

The marqués de CruUIas was appointed viceroy of 
New Spain on or before the 9th of May, 1760. He 
left Spain in July, touched at Puerto Rico and Cuba, 
and landed in Vera Cruz the 4th of September. He 
left that city the 19th, and journeying as his prede-
(^cssors had done, reviewing on his way the colored 
troops in Puebla, and reached on the 5th of October 
Otumba, where acting viceroy Cagigal delivered him 
the baton of command, and on the next day^ informaUy 
entered the capital. Being received by the ayunta-
miento and conducted to the presence of the royal 
audiencia he then laid before that body his commis-
sions as viceroy, governor, and president, took the 
oath of office,̂  and made his public entry into Mexico 
on the 25th of January, 1761,^ not the 17th as modern 
authors have asserted. 

Several important affairs soon engaged the new 
viceroy's attention. The first was the recognition and 
proclamation of the new king who had ascended the 
throne in November 1759, The act had been decreed 
in 1760 and postponed, The viceroy resolved that it 
should be on a magnificent scale. Accompanied from 
the palace by the city council, courts of justice, and 
the nobility on horseback, holding the standard that 
had been blessed by the archbishop, the marquis 
repaired to the stage erected in the plaza mayor, 
where being challenged to raise the standard for Cárlos 

' Cavo, Tres Sighs, u. 173, refers to the Libro Capitular of Mexico for this 
date. Lorenzana, fíisL N. Esp., has it 4th of October. Panes erroneously 
places his arrival Ln Mexico on the 24th of August. The same authority adds 
tha t CraíIIas was the last viceroy to make a public entry in Tlascala and other 
places as had been the practice of his regularly commissioned predecessors. 
Puiics, Vir., in Monuiii. Dom. Esp., M.S., 49. 

® On his recognition he denianded the yearly pay of $40,000 from the date 
of his embarkation for America. Rivera, Goh. Mex., i. 388. 

' He a t once carried out the papal bull on patronage, prayer, and recogni-
ti >n of the mystery of the immaculate conception of the virgin Mary. Ib. A 
grand tríumphal arch was erected with allegorical paintings, which are de-
scribed in a work dedicated to the marquesa de Craíllas. Leon, Ilvjit. de las 
Piníuras, 1-40. 
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I I I . he complied, and then and there the caciques of 
Tlatelulco, Tezcuco, Tlacopan, and Cuyoacan re-
iterated their allegiance on behal^ of the Mexican 
nation. The procession being again organized, the 
several other platforms were visited, and the cere-
monies repeated. That night, and the two following,' 
the city was briUiantly iUuminated, and the people 
surrendered themselves for three days to festivities, in 
the midst of which poetical effusions were not 
wanting.® 

While the viceroy was studying the general affairs 
of the country, and discharging his multifarious duties, 
news reached Mexico early in 1762 that war had been 
declared by Spain against Great Britain. There 
were good reasons to apprehend an attack on Vera 
Cruz, for early in June a combined land and naval 
force had captured Habana. CruíIIas hastened to 
Vera Cruz to provide for its defence, taking with him 
the two companies of his guard, and reénforcing the few 
bodies of regular troops at his command, The militia, 
both infantry and cavalry, from all parts of the 
country was mustered into active service, and quar-
tered at a convenient distance from Vera Cruz. 
Among them was one battalion of Puebla, and one of 
Michoacan. Most of the men were Spanish creoles; 
to render them efficient the viceroy summoned to his 
aid such governors, corregidores, and alcaldes mayores 
as had formerly followed the profession of arms.^ 

The real consulado of Mexico raised and equipped 
at its own expense a regiment of dragoons, The regi-

'Cárhs III., Amorosa Contienda, 1-208; Cárhs III., Reai ProcL, 1-29. 
The ceremonUls of aUegiance were repeated throughout the country. In 
PnebU, particuUrly, the loyal manifestiation was marked. An obelisk, said 
to have been worthy of the Augustan era, with the king's statue on the top 
was erected in the plaza. Cârios III., Obelisco, 1-á, etc.; Plateros, ObeUsco, 
1-5. The ceremonies in Vera Ouz are described in Ídea Mercuriai, 1-26. 

* Alama.n, Disert., iii. app. 63. Among those who obeyed the summons 
were Pedro Montesinos de Lara, president of the real audiencU of Nueva 
GaUcU, and comandante general oi that province; and José Cárlos de Aguiar, 
goveraor of Durango, The latter was made inspector-general of all the troops 
called to the succor of Vera C^nz. Pav.es, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 
119-20, 
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miento del comercio was intrusted with the preserva-
tion of public order at the capital, which service it had 
rendered, on severgil previous occasions of danger, free 
of all cost to the royal treasury, 

The viceroy visited Anton Lizardo and Alvarado, 
and caused provisional batteries to be erected to pro-
tect the entrance of the bar, and floating batteries. 
A hospital was likewise made ready, and barracks for 
the troops, Ever}^ possible measure was adopted to 
meet the impending attack,^" 

The whole force put under arms remained in active 
service till all danger had passed," peace having been 
concluded between the belligerents soon after. The 
news of peace was brought by a British man-of-war, 
which found some difficulty in gaining admittance into 
port; but becoming satisfied of the truth of the re-
port, the authorities finally greeted her with the usual 
honors, On the 25th of February, 1763, arrived in 
Vera Cruz tlie British frigate Trent w'ith the Spanish 
prisoners captured by the English in the siege of 
Habana, and a copy of the preliminaries of peace, In 
September of the same year came several small vessels 
conveying the garrison, officials, vecinos, and two 
bands of Indians from Pensacola, which place, by order 
of the captain-general of Cuba, had been surrendered 
to the English.^^ The energetic measures taken and 
personally supervised by the marqués de CruíIIas for 
the defence of New Spain were highly appreciated, 
and rewarded by the crown.-̂ ^ 

^"At this time was brought to Vera Craz from Campeche a 'reUgioso ser-
vita, ' who pretended to have visited Yucatan to procure shoes for the 
English. Several papers and drawings of Spanish ports being found on his 
person, he was taken to Mexico as a spy, and with the approval of the au-
diencia thrown into jaU. This confinement of a priest with common crim-
inals was objected to by the archbishop, who claimed the ecclesiastic immu-
nity; the secretary of the audiencia was excommunicated; but the viceroy 
and audiencia demanded the repeal of the excommunication, and the demand 
was compUed with. Cavo, Tres Siglos, u. 380-1; Rivera, Oob. Mex, i. 394-.J. 

^̂  The expense incurred in these preparations exceeded two niiUion doIUrs. 
Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 394. 

*̂ The authorities and the people provided for the comfort of the immi-
grants. Id. 

" H e was made 'gentil hombre de cámara de S. M.' Reaies CéduUis, MS., 
u . 153; liivera, Gob. Méx., i. 399. 

T 
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Experience had taught the necessity of a strict su-
pervision by the crown over the management of the 
treasury. The court, therefore, directed Francisco 
Armona to come to New Spain as visitador general 
to inspect and arrange the administration of the royal 
revenues.^* The king's minister, Arriaga, sent the 
viceroy the instructions under which the visitador 
was to act, and ordered him to aid that officer in every 
possible way. Armona, who had been given five as-
sistants, died on the passage out, and José de Galvez, 
an intendente of the royal army, was chosen for the 
position.*^ H e came out in 1761, and before he had 
íairly begun the discharge of his duties a disagree-
ment sprang up with the viceroy who refused to 
recognize certain powers claimed by the visitador, 
Thereupon the latter, referring the questions to the 
crown, led a retired life and awaited the final decision, 
The fleet of 1764 brought him powers independent 
of the viceroy, almost unlimited ones, which the latter 
could not ignore. 

Galvez was endowed with talents of a high order, a 
sterling fearless character, indomitable will, and un-
common industry, united to great experience in affairs. 
H e has been charged with a harsh, despotic, ran-
corous disposition,^* that never tempered justice with 
clemency," but there were deeply rooted abuses to 

^* The French at that time had much influence at the Spanish court, They 
tu:ged Spain to be better prepared with resources for war, to which end the 
government should effect such changes in the administration of the American 
possessions as would bring about an increase of revenue, which hitherto, con-
sidering their extent and wealth, was indeed a very scanty one. AUi nan, 
Disert., ui. 296. 

' ' He owed hU great promotion to the French ambassador at Madríd. A la-
man, Disert., ui. 296, 

*• 'Hombre de pasiones fuertes, rencoroso y terríble.. .abusaba del poder 

Î
ue el Soberano babU puesto en sus manos.' Many thought hím insane, 
^tistamante, Suplem., in Cavo, TresSighs, iU. 44. 

"Galvez was a native of MáUga. HU services were munificently re-
warded by the sovereign, In 1768 ne was made a member of the supreme 
conncU of the Indies, and on hU retura to Spain minUtro universal de Indias, 
an office tíiat he held tUl hU death, which occnrred suddenly at Madrid 
on the 17th of June, 1787. He had been also given the title of marqués 
de Sonora. The news of his death reached Mexico the 30th of August. 
Many of those who snffered at hU hands showed their satisfaction in disgrace-
ful printed papers that made their appearance the next moming. Loremana, 
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be corrected regardless of reputation.^^ I t is believed, 
however, that the visitador used a just discrimination, 
The result of his efforts was that in future, or at least 
during his term, every branch of the public adminis-
tration experienced a marked improvement,^^ officials, 
in the fear of dismission, faithfuUy doing the right, 

Viceroy CruUIas neglected none of the important 
duties of his offices, and his wise, energetic policy won 
him an honorable name in the country, His disagree-
ments with General ViIIalba, explained elsewhere, and 
the presence of an official exercising authority inde-
pendent of him, rendered his stay in New Spain un-
pleasant, His relief came in August 1766, 

The marquis was subjected to a rigorous residencia 
by the judge commissioner, José Areche, who refused 
him permission to go to Spain on bail, as had been 
granted his predecessors. He remained in Cholula 
till the end of his trial, and then was allowed to depart 
for the mother country, which he did in the same ship 
that carried General ViIIalba. 

The forty-fifth viceroy of New Spain was Cárlos 
Francisco de Croix,^'' marqués de Croix, a knight of 
the order of Calatrava, commander of Molinos and 
Laguna Rota in the same order, and a lieutenant-
general of the royal army,^^ who had been colonel of 
the w^alloon guards. He had given proofs of military 
skill in fifty years of service; he had been in command 
at Ceuta and Puerto de Santa María, and had served as 
captain-general of Galicia, King Cárlos I I I . esteemed 
him highly, knowing that he was a sincere, just man, 
and a true soldier, ready at all times to sacrifice him-

HisL N. Esp., 34, 35; Panes, Vir. in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 121; Gomez, 
Diario, in Doc fíist. Mex., 2d ser., vu. 280-1; Gazeta de Méx. (1786-7), iL 
82. Rivera, Guh. Mex., i. 402, wrongly gives 1789 as the year of his death. 

^^X few of those were at a later day reinstated by the sovereign. Cavo, 
Tres Si'jlus, iL 182. 

'* His master mind had been felt everywhere. Ahman, Disert.,iii. app. 64. 
"̂ In several documents, both manuscrípt and priuted, the name is written 

Croíx, which was probably the accent given it by Spxniards. 
••'* A native of the city of LiIIe in Flanders, and of u very illustríous famUy, 

Lorenzana, Ili'^t. N. Esp., 35; Alaman, DiserL, iu. a^r. 65. 
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self for his master, as he caUed the sovereign, whose 
orders were to be obeyed without cavil, and on the 
same principle he aUowed no contradiction to his own 
authority as the king's lieutenant.^^ 

The marquis took charge of his offices on the 25th 
of August 1766, which was the date of his entering the 
capital.^^ From that time he paid strict attention to 
his duties, doing all in his power for the improvement 
and defence of the country, the increase of its revenues, 
the development of knowledge, and all that might 
be expected from a conscientious ruler, With the 
visitador general, José de Galvez, he maintained the 
closest relations, supporting all his measures, as he 
had the fullest confidence in his ability and character. 
The marqués de Croix won for himself the name of 
an able viceroy, as well as of a pure, upright man. 
When he arrived he refused to accept the customary 
gifts, and called for higher pay from the crown, which 
was granted him. H e was somewhat addicted to 
drink, and evil tongues called him a drunkard.^ If 
this was so he was a better man drunk than was many 
another sober; at all events his measures showed that 
he was a very sensible man, and that they were planned 
by no clouded or besotted intellect. 

" Anecdotes were related of him, which, if authentic, and they are given for 
what they may be worth, go to show that he possessed a vein of humoraâ weU 
as force of character, Once whUe holding a command in Spain, the aU-
powerful inquUition sent for him, and he obeyed the summons; but knowing 
the characters he had to deal with, took with h''masquad of artillerymenãnd 
four cannon, which he stationed round the inquisitorUI quarters, giving orders 
to hU men, before entering the building, that if he did not come out in fifteen 
minutes they were to demoUsh it. The inquisitors ou leaming this dismissed 
him 'con muchas zalemas y carabanas,' and never troubled him again. An-
other time a bishop excommunicated him; and on being apprUed that thU 
meant cutting off reUtions between him and the faithful, he resolved to cut 
off reUtions of the faithful with the bishop, and laid siege with armed men to 
the episcopal palace to stop aU ingress and egress as long as the excommuni-
cation should be in force. The next day the preUte raUed the ban, and sent 
the marquU his apologies, whereupon the troops were removed. Correo Sema-
nario (Eno. 10, 1827), i. 124r-5. 

*' He was the first viceroy not to make a pnbUc entry, as hU regularly 
commissioned predecessors had done. Panas, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., 
MS„ 50, 

**HU stock of wines and Uqnors was the finest in the country, and his 
table splendid. HU expression of thanks to the sovereign for increase of 
pay and promotîon was no warmer than when he was granted exemption 

Hi8T. HEX. , VOI.. m . 24 . 
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On the 21st of AprU 1770 he was commissioned a 
captain-general of the royal army; and as a further re-
ward of his faithful services, on being relieved from 
the government of New Spain the 22d of September 
1771, he was promoted to viceroy and captain-general 
of the kingdom of Valencia in Spain.^^ These offices 
he held at the time of his death.^^ 

The forty-sixth viceroy was the bailiff Frey An-
tonio María Bucareli yUrsua, Henestrosa, Lasso de la 
Vega, ViIIacis y Côrdoba, knight commander^^ of La 
Bôveda de Toro^^ in the order of Saint John of Malta, 
and a lieutenant-general of the royal armies.^^ 

Bucareli was a native of SeviIIe, and related to the 
most noble families of Spain and Italy, being on his 
paternal side a descendant from a very distinguished 
family of Florence, which boasted among its con-
nections three popes, six cardinals, and other high 
officers of the state and church; and on the maternal, 
tlic Ursuas were related to several ducal families.^" 
The knight entered the military service of his country 
as a cadet, and rose by gallantry and honorable service 
to be lieutenant-general. He had distinguished him-
self in several campaigns in Italy and Spain, in en-

from import duty on some barrels of Bordeaux wine. Btista'mante, Suplem., 
in Cavo, Tres S'ighs, iu. 13-14. 

*̂ About the time of his departure the spite of his enemies was dispUyed 
in doggerel verse, depreciating his rale, and even hinting a t pecuUtion. Vir. 
Ju.ifruc'-., M,S., I s t se r . , no. 13, 1-3; no. 14, 1-4. 

^^ln 1786, a t the age of 87 years. Gomez, D'iario, in Doc Hist. Mex., 2d 
ser., vii. 259-60. In 1775 had been paid h imout of the Mexican treasury by 
royal order an extra allowance of §12,000. Mex., Circular sohre Nomb., MS., 
no. >>. 

^ ' ln 1770 he called himself knight grand cross, and commander, havmg 
been promoted to the former dignity by the grand master of the order. Cédu-
lario, MS., i. 153, iii. 64; Disposiciones Varias, L, no. 26; Panes, Vir., in 
Monum. Dom. E.-'p., M.S., 51. 

^^'One author says La de Osma. Panes, in Id., 124. And still another 
work descríptive of the viceroy's funeral, in the title-page has i t La Tocina. 
The sameis found in someof Bucareli's lateredicts. BucareU, Breve Descrip., 
Disposic'iones Var'tas, i. 57. 

^ 'Later, probably after 1776, the king bestowed on him the office of a 
'gentil hombre de cámara con entrada. ' Panes, in Id., 124. 

^''Alburquerque, Lerma, Denia, Alba, Arcos, Medina-CoeU, etc. BucareU 
was received into the order of Malta by specUI dispensation, when he was 
BtiU under the prescribed age. Urihe, Ehgio, in Breve Dcscrip., 8-10. 

T 
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gineering work, and as the inspector-general of cavalry, 
Lastly,he was called to be governor and captain-general 
of Cuba, where he again rendered valuabîe services to 
the crown, which were rewarded with the promotion 
to the viceroyalty of New Spain, Nor was this the 
only reward. He was not only permitted to grant 
offices to twelve of his friends and attachés, a privi-
lege that had been withheld for some years from his 
predecessors, but was given by royal order of January 
22, 1777, an increase of $20,000 a year above what 
had been the viceroy's salary, making it $80,000, as a 
mark of special favor,^^ 

The newly appointed viceroy left Habana August 
14,1771, and arrived at Vera Cruz on the 23d; started 
thence September 9th, and travelling slowly, via An-
tigua, Rinconada, Plan del Rio, Jalapa, Vigas, 
Perote, Haciendas de Soto, Tonquito and San Diego, 
Piedras Negras, Buenavista, Apam, Otumba, and 
San Cristôbal, accomplished the journey of 84 leagues 
to the capital on the 23d. This route was the short-
est as well as most convenient, avoiding the entry 
into Tlascala and Puebla, in both of which cities the 
municipal authorities and people, particularly the Ind-
ians of the former, would have insisted on entertaining 
the viceroy, and their wishes could not well have been 
slighted, entailing upon him the delay of two or three 
days at each place, and upon those communities ex-
penditures that would have weighed heavily on them 
for a long time. A t San Cristôbal the real audiencia 
and other officials, among them the representatives of 
the city of Mexico, paid their homage to the incoming 
ruler, who received the baton of command from his 
predecessor the 22d of September, whereupon the 
city authorities escorted him to the capital.*^ His 
public reception was magnificent, for the citizens be-
lieved him deserving.^^ 

'^Expediettte promovido, in Mex., Circular sobre Nomb., MS., no. 7-26. 
•* Vir. Instruc, MS,, Ist ser,, no, 8, 1-2, 
" The triumphal arch was a splendid architectnral work in three of the 
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General Bucareli on the 23d produced to the au-
diencia his three commissions as viceroy and governor, 
captain-general, and president of tha t body, and took 
the oath to faithfully discharge his duties; among the 
pledges was tha t of maintaining peace in the interior, 
and defending the kingdom against all foes.^ 

Viceroy Bucareli during nearly eight years' rule 
attended carefully to the organization of the military 
forccs and coast defences; to the w^ell-being of the new 
settlements in California; an honest and economical 
management of the royal treasury, the revenue of 
w^hich he augmented without burdening the king's 
subjects with extra taxation; the police and adminis-
tration of justice; the development of public instruction 
and the arts of peace. Indeed, whatever could con-
tribute to the honor of his sovereign and the welfare 
of the people was matter of interest to him. He 
cared for the poor in hospitals and asylums, and was 
zealous in assisting the prelates of the religious orders 
to preserve good morals. The term of his rule was 
thc h.ippiest tha t New Spain experienced. Peace and 
prosperity reigned; and the country took long strides 
in advance. 

Whilst the viceroy was thus engaged disease seized 
him, a violent attp^ck of pleurisy,^^ to w^hich he suc-
cumbed on the 9th of April, 1779. H i s death spread 
sorrow throughout the land, for he had w ôn the title 
of "virey amado por la paz de su gobierno." As an 
evidence of tlie high standing of his character, I shall 
mention one instance, Being in need of funds for the 

orders, namely, lonic, Corinthian, and composite. The allegory of Ulysses 
was used to represent Bucareli's great actions, his leaming, wisdom, and 
virtues. The fommla was that of the ancient Romans, with mottoes and 
emblems from Latin and Greek authors, and descriptions of passages in appro-
prUte Castilian verse. Jji-on, J. Velasqtuz, Jlxjilicucion de hs Ådornos, 1-22. 

^*Escr'ihaito ('u-iro, Ccrlij'., m Mcx., Circiãar sobre Xomh., !MS., no. 1. 
'^During this, his last iliness. were LionL'iit to him the most notablerelics 

in the convents and churches. Tiie viaticum came from the sagrario of the 
cathedral, the archbishop accompanying the host from the foot of the palace 
stairs; but not administering the communion because the viceroy objected to 
giving him the trouble of ];uttiii;_' on his vestments. Gomez, Diar'io, in Doc 
Ilist. Mex., 2d ser., viL ."i!t. 
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operations of the mint the merchants lent him with-
out interest or security $2,500,000.^ 

The deceased had ordained in his last wUI that his 
remains should be interred in the temple of the In-
signe y Real Colegiata of Guadalupe, charging that 
the interment should be in the humblest and most 
trampled spot at the very entrance of the temple. 
The body remained in state at the palace till the 13th, 
when the funeral cortége started in the morning for 
the convent of San Francisco, where it was deposited 
till the evening, and then it was conveyed to the san-
tuario of Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe, and there on 
the 29th of October inhumed in the threshold, as he 
had requested, with expressive epitaphs on the tomb. 
The executors, José Martin de Chavez and Joaquin 
Antonio Dongo, in view of the late viceroy's great 
regard for the Capuchin nuns, and of his great zeal in 
the erection and preservation of the casa de ejerci-
cios in the oratory of San Felipe, resolved that his 
heart should be given to the Capuchin nuns, and his 
other vitals to the before mentioned casa,̂ ^ 

So soon as the supreme government heard of the 
death of Viceroy Bucareli, it ordered that his effects 
should be forwarded to Spain, and that no resi-
dencia of his official acts should be had,^ a course 
unprecedented in the history of royal representation, 

Immediately after Bucareli's death was officially 
announced, was opened the pliego de providencia or 
mortaja, by which the president of Guatemala was to 

'^He was not backward in reimbursing the loan. Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 
68. As evidence of his piety and humility, when he felt death approaching 
he begged to be helped on his knees that he might die in that position, or at 
least allowed to lie on a bare floor. Uribe, Ehgio, 16-20, 26, 38-^1. 

" ThU is probably the correct version as to the disposal of the heart and 
other vitals; thongh it was asserted in Habana that the heart was deposited 
in Santa BrÍgida, and the entrails in the cathedral. A contemporary left it 
written that the heart went to the Capuchin nuns, a moiety of the other 
vitals to the casa de ejercicios, and the other to the cathedral. Gomez, Diario, 
in Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. vii. 60, 74-5. Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. 
Esp., MS,, 51, 124, merely says that the heart was deposited in the convent 
of the Capnchin nnns, and the body in the colegiata, 

^^Gomez, Diario, in Doc Hist. Méx., série iL vu. 85-6. 
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succeed as viceroy ad interim. Until his arrival the 
government devolved on the audiencia. The baton 
of acting captain-general was delivered to the regente, 
Francisco Romá y Rosel.^ Circulars were despatched 
to the authorities throughout the country to notify 
them of these events.^" 

On the 23d of April was celebrated a thanksgiving 
inass, attended by the audiencia and the regente. At 
the head of the palace reception room were placed 
three chairs; the middle one ŵ as occupied by the 
regente, and the other two by the decano, or senior 
oidor, and the subdecano. The regente and his two 
associates took the palace coach, the guard presenting 
arms, and with a squad of cavalry in advance, and the 
escort of halberdiers, repaired to the cathedral, at the 
principal door of which were four canons to receive 
them. For the regente w âs supplied not a prie-dieu, 
but a mere cushion.*^ The audiencia during its rule 
of a little over four months made no change in the 
government policy. 

One of the notable events of the second half of the 
eighteenth century was the assembling of the fourth 
Mexican provincial council,*^ convened pursuant to 
two royal cédulas of August 21, 1769, one of which 

' • H e was the first regente; appointed June 20, 1776; entered upon his 
duties March 13, 1778, aud resigned the office in 1782. Both he and his 
wife, Xarcisa Paisagns, were from Catalonia. He died in Mexico, December 
1, 17^4, and was buried the next day in the chapel of Santo Domingo with 
the honors of the last rank he held in life. Reales Ccdttlu,s, MS., iL 159; 
Gomez, Diario, 198-9. His coUeagues in the government were the oidores 
VilIaurrutU, Madrid, Gamboa, Algarin, Luyando, and Guevara. CeduUirio, 
M S . , i . 90. 

*" Every official on seeing the circular wrote over his signature in continu-
ation the date of its receipt, as well as the obligation he was under of for-
warding it to other officials residing off the main routes taken by the couriera. 
There were six such circuUrs. Liévano, Lvis Mcndcz de, Carta â Roiná, MS. 

*^0ther ceremonies practised toward viceroys were omitted; for instance: 
the mace-bearers and doorkeepers of the city were not stationed in front of 
the audiencia; the holy book was not brought to the regente to kiss, ' sino U 
paz,' that i>í to say, an image to be kissed in sign of peace and fraternity, and 
this, not liy a canon, but by the master of ceremonies weaiiuy the surplice 
and stole. Cumez, Diarío,in Doc Hist. Mex., 2d ser., vii. (J2-.'5. 

"fíist. Mcx., iL, this series, gave fuU information on the preceding 
councils. " 
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commanded the prelates of America and the Philip-
pines to attend such a council, The other, called the 
tomo regio, specified as many as twenty points to be 
considered.*' The partisans of the expelled Jesuits, 
among whom is the writer Cárlos M, Bustamante, 
would have the world believe that the ministers who 
had influenced the king to adopt that measure, now 
impressed upon his mind a conviction that the convo-
cation of a provincial council, after the old fashion, 
was needed to eradicate the erroneous doctrines taught 
by the society of Jesus, which had taken deep root in 
America; that the king's flatterers represented morals 
in Mexico to be at a low ebb, owing to those teach-
ings; and one of the orators at the council affirmed 
that the period was worthy of comparison with that 
of the conquest of America,** 

On the 13th of January, 1770, Archbishop Loren-
zana laid the royal cédulas before his chapter, and on 
the 21st it was announced at high mass that the 
council would be inaugurated on the 13th of January 
proximo. Some differences between the archbishop 
and his chapter on matters of ceremonial occurred 
toward the end of 1770, and new discussions arose 
one week before the installation of the council. They 
were not, however, an obstacle to the swearing-in, on 
the l l t h of January 1771, before the archbishop, of 
the theologians and canonists who had been chosen to 
act as advisers of the council,*^ 

The preliminary ceremonies took place, part in the 
church, and part in the chapter's hall, which was the 
room selected for the sittings.** The viceroy made a 
short address; and after the tomoregio andthe arch-
bishop's decree had been read, he retired.*' 

*^Cédtda, in Cmdlio Prov. Mex., iv. MS., i. 1-8. 
**Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iu. 7, 
*5Five of the former taken from both the secuUr and reguUr clergy, and 

Bix of the Utter, Sosa, Epriscop. Mex., 194, 
*^The reUgious rites were attended by the royal courts without the vice-

roy; but at tneir teraiination he was found sitting on the throne under the 
canopy in the conncU chamber. Id., 193. 

*^The next day the archbishop delivered a long discourse on provincUI 
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The council was presided over by the archbishop, 
and the following prelates and dignitaries of the 
church were in attendance. Bishops: Miguel Álvarez 
de Abreu, of Antequera ; Fr ia r Antonio Alcalá, of 
Yucatan, and elect of Guadalajara; Francisco Fabian 
y Fuero, of Puebla, and José Diaz Bravo, of Du-
rango. The bishoprics of Michoacan and Guadalajara 
were represented by canons of their chapters. Prel-
ates of the religious orders: generals of the San 
Hipôlito and Bethlehemite orders, and the provincials 
of the Franciscans, and barefooted Franciscans, Do-
minicans, Augustinians, barefooted Carmelites, and 
order of Mercy; and the comisario of the clérigos re-
gulares of San Camilo. The colegiata of Guadalupe 
likewise had two seats in the council. Oidor Antonio 
de Rivadeneira, as asistente real, and José Areche, 
fiscal of the audiencia; and the two representatives of 
the city of Mexico. The officials of the council were 
the secretary, Doctor Andrés Martinez CampiIIo, pro-
moter, master of ceremonies, notary, and two nuncios, 

The labors of the council were completed on the 
26th of October,^ and on the lOth of November a 
commissioner was despatched to Spain wåth the acts 
to be laid before the king in council for approval. 
This was never given them, owing to the many objec-
tions preferred by the fiscal for Peru , based chiefly 
on alleged grievances against Archbishop Lorenzana. 
The kinij: on the 8th of October, 1772, ordered that 
the acts should not be rnade public till they were 
sanctioned by his council and the pope. They have 
consequently remained unpublished.^'' A n authenti-
cated copy of thein exists in the archives of the arch-
bishopric of Mexico. The manuscript has a blue vel-
vet cover, and is entitled Concilio IV provincial Mex-

councils, and was followed by the asistente real, or viceroy's proxy, who spoke 
of what was to be done, and ended with vivas and acclamations to the vice-
roy, and Visitador Galvez. Bustamante, Suplern., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 9. 

**0n the lOth of the same month the council was visited by De CroU's 
successor, Bucareli, amid much ceremonial, and with a Urge suite. Btista-
'inanU, Suplcia., in Carrj, J'rcs Si'/lus, iii. 9-10. 

^^ConciUo Proc. Mc:. IV, M.S., i. :iíi.-); Bclerta, Recop., ii. 334-5. 
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icano, celéhrado en 1771. I t contains five books, the 
first with thirteen titles; the second with sixteen; the 
third with twenty-four; the fourth with two; ancÍ the 
fifth, with twelve; each title having a large number 
of decrees and ordinances on ecclesiastic reform and 
discipline.^" 

The council also prepar^d fourteen works, all on 
matters more or less connected with the church, and 
tending to the improvement of its branches and ser-
vice, and to the advancement of religion and popular 
education; one of them concerned the maiiagement of 
hospitals, and another the beatification of Juan de 
Palafox. 

Doctor Francisco Antonio Lorenzana y Butron, of 
whom mention has been so often made in connection 
with the above described fourth council, was of illus-
trious lineage, born in Leon, Spain, on the 22d of 
September 1722; he studied literature in the college 
of San Salvador de Oviedo, of the renowned uni-
versity of Salamanca.^^ His first prominent position 
was that of canônigo doctoral in the cathedral of Sigii-
enza. H e afterward became successively canon and 
vicar-general of Toledo, abbot of San Vicente, a dig-
nitary of the cathedral of Toledo, and a member of the 
royal council. In 1765 he was made bishop of Pla-
sencia, and on the 14th of April of the following year 

^Condlio Prot). Mex. IV, MS., L 9-360; u. 13-323; Granados, Tardes, 
Am., 484-5. Bustamante irreverently calls this council a solemn Urce, 
inspired by party spirit, and supported by the king or his councillors, to 
impress the Mexican people with awe and dread, and with the idea that the 
king was a divine being. Comparing it with the first presided over by Father 
Martin de ValencU, he derides the former as well as Lorenzana. Suplem., in 
Cavo, Tres Sighs, iu. 11-12. Bustamante's remarks are certainly ill-con-
sidered, for the instractions to parish priests, among other points, clearly 
show that they were intended to elevate, and not to depress the character of 
the Indians, Cathedsmo por IV Condlio. This is an original manuscript, in 
my collection, dated September 5,1771, bearing the signatures and rabrics of 
the archbishop of Mexico, bishops of Yucatan and PuebU, the proctors of 
Michoacan and GuadaUjara, and the secretary, I t is followed on pages 69 to 
263 by an expUnation of Christian doctrine made by the council, dated August 
4, 1771, also Dearing the same signatures, 

^̂  His earUest ecclesiastic instruction he received in a Benedictine monas-
tery. "Vir. de Mex., Indruc, MS., no. 22, 2. 
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was promoted to the archbishopric of Mexico, of which 
he took possession on the 22d of August, receiving on 
the 8th of September the pallium from the bishop of 
Puebla,^^ 

Lorenzana's government of the archdiocese, though 
a brief one, was marked by acts that justly entitled 
him to a high place ampng the most distinguished 
members of the Mexican episcopacy, His first act 
was to establish a foundling asylum, Soon after his 
arrival he noticed the absence of such a shelter for the 
care of infants forsaken by their parents either to con-
ceal a fault or to elude the fulfilment of their duties. 
He purchased out of his income a suitable building 
on the l l t h of January, 1767, founding and organiz-
ing in it the casa de ninos expôsitos, commonly known 
as La Cuna, which he supported tiíl he left the coun-
try. He was governing in harmony with the civil 
power, and much valued for his learning, virtue, and 
philanthropy, when he received promotion to the 
archbishopric of Toledo, and was made primate of 
Spain, to which place he had been nominated on the 
27tli of January, 1771, In his new position he had a 
still wider field of usefulness. On the 30th of March, 
1789, Pius VI . made him a cardinal,^^ 

When the French revolution broke out and a large 
number of ecclesiastics from that nation sought a re-
fuge in Spain, Lorenzana, foreinost among the Spanish 
prelates, afforded them great protection and assist-
ance,^* In 1797 he was sent by Cárlos IV. to Rome 
to afford aid and comfort to Pius VI. , and remained 
at the pontiff's side, accompanying him to Florence 
and thence to Parma. The object of his company was 
to furnish pecuniary resources to Pius. At last the 

^^ConcUios Prov., 1-2. His autograph signatures and officUI seal appear 
in Concilio Prov. Mex., 4; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 192; Ftgueroa, Vindicias, 
MS., 1. 

-'''Bustamante and others attribute his getting the red capello to his 
work in the fourth provincUI council. Suplem., 'm Cavo, Tres Sighs, iiL 12. 
The fact is that the honor has been almost invariably conferred on the arch-
bishops of Toledo. 

'"*Michaud, Biog. Univ., iu ,S'c/.sn, Episcop. Mex., 197. 

T 
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French refused him a passport, and he wgts separated 
from the iUustrious captive, whom he never saw again. 
The cardinal is heard of as present at the conclave held 
in Venice.'*'' In 1800 he resigned the archbishopric 
of Toledo, and fixed his residence in Rome, where he 
died the I7th of April, 1804, being interred in the 
church of Santa Croce. 

Upon the receipt in Mexico of the news of the 
death of its former archbishop, funeral honors were 
paid him with great pomp.'* 56 

"s/d, inld., 198, 
^Vir. deMex., Instruc, MS., Ist ser., no, 22, 1-12; Arévalo, Laudatio 

F\ind>ri8, 1-31. Ix>renzana published several worfai giving impnlse to letters, 
partîcuUrly to historícal research. The principal ones were: CondUos pro-
vindaies primero y segundo, celebrados en kt muy noble, y muy leai dvdad de 
México. Mex, 1769, folio. CondUum Mexicanumprovincia e III. Celebratum 
Mexid, anno MDLXXXV. Prceside D. D. Petro Moyaet Contreras.. .Confir-
matumRomæ die XXVII. Octobris anno MDLXXXIX.. .Mex. 1770, foUo. 
Historia de Nueva-Espana, escríta por su escUtreeido Conquistador Harnan 
Cortés, Aumentada ctín otros documentos, y notas. Mex, 1770, folio. Statuta 
Ordinata a Sancto Concilio ProvinciaU Mexicano III. Ex Præscrípto Sacro-
sancti ConciUJ Trídentino Decreto Sess. 24cap. 12 de Reform., verbocetera. Rc-
visaa CathoHca Majestate, etaSacrosanctasedeApostoUcaConfirmaia, A. D. 
MiUessimo quingestissimo octuagessimo nono, foUo. In the tírst above men-
tioned work, preceding the Constituciones of the councils is the editor's carta 
pastoral, bríefly reUting the objectof such councils, and giving the history of 
those held in Mexico. Next appear the resolutions of the first Junta Apos-
tôUca, and the curíous information of Captain Juan Juarez y Gamboa in 1649 
on the coming of the first clergymen to New Spain; Bishop Garcés' letter to 
Paulus III. in favor of the natives, and next the pope's buU in 1537 decUriug 
the Indians rational beings. After the acts of the two councils are given 
biographical sketches of the archbishops of Mexico, and bishops of PuebU, 
GnatemaU, Antequera, Michoacan, GuadaUjara, Yucatan, and Durango. 
These biographies, though brief and often erroneous as to dates, are împortant 
for the study of Mexican ecclesiastic history, In continuation are the Avi.sos 
para Ui acertadaconducta de unpárroco en laAmérica; Prívilegios de Indios, 
and Avisos para que hs ncUuraies de estos reynos sean fdices en h espirituai y 
temporai. The whole ending with a good index in six pages of the matter 
contaîned in the volume, 

With reference to the Historia de Ut Nueva Espana, which contains 
the second, third, and fourth letters of Hernan Cortés, Icazbalceta says 
that he has been unable to ascertain if the oríginal Lorenzana had before 
him was tbe edition in Gothic letters or Bárcia's reprint, His work is 
valuable any way, for his additions, namely: Alzate's map of New Spain 
(1769); Cîortés' joumey from U Antigua Vera Craz to Mexico, for the bet-
ter understanding of the places mentioned in the map; a drawiug of the 
chief temple of Mexico; remarks for better understanding Corté^' letters (iu-
formation on ancient history with the seríes of Mexican emperors); months 
of the Mexican year (diawing); goverament of New Spain (list of goveraors 
and viceroys from Cortés to Viceroy de Croix); here follows Cortés' second 
letter; fragments of a tribute map (Mendoza's Codex), giving the towns that 
paid, and expressing the kind, quantily, and time (31 drawings with a pre-
Uminary note); here foUows Cortés' third letter; Cortés' voyage to the CaU-
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fomias, with information on all expeditions made to that country till 1769, 
for better understanding Cortés' fourth letter and projects. 

Icazbalceta, CoL Doc IJist. Mex., L, referring to Lorenzana's collection 
reprinted in New York, in 1828, 1 vol. 8vo, by Manuel del Mar, justly finds 
fault with the editor's alterations, an unpardonable one being that of substi-
tuting j for X inMexican names. The editor omitted Nos. 1-5, 7, and 9 of the 
previous, and added an historical account of Hernan Cortés with some poor 
cuts tukcn from Clavigero. As to the t r ibu te niap, Orozco y Berra, an archæ-
o!o<,'ist worthy of all respect, discovered many errors, omissions, and changes 
which he details in Anales dcl Musco Xadonal de JJÍ'X., i. 18.3 et seq., con-
cluding with these remarks: ' No proseguiremos amontonando cargos, dolien-
donos que los grandes gastos y empe o del Senor Arzobispo Lorenzana, por 
circunstancias f uera de su voluntad, no hubieran sido más fructuosos para U 
cieucia.' Lorenzana publislied a t his own expense for distribution, not for 
sale, the above named works, and several others of minor importance, namely : 
several pastoral le t ters; Missah Gothicum secundum regulam B. Isidori in 
usum Mozarabum, Rome, 1S')4, folio; Opera Patrum Tohtanoruin; Opera S. 
Martini Legionensis, e t c , allof which have become quite rare. AIso: Ara'mel 
para todos los curas de este arzobispado, fuera de la Ciudad de México, Mex. 
1707, fol., 6 leaves; Memorial qiie presentan â todas las Comunidades, y Gre-
mios hs Pohres Mend'igos de Mexico por mano de su Arzobispo (n. p. n. d.), 
4to, pp. 29; Memorial que presentan á todas Estados hs Ninos Exptísîtos de la 
Imperial Ciudad de México por mano de su Arzobispo, Mex. 1770, 4to, pp. 21; 
Reglas para que hs naturales de estos Reynos sean feUces en h espiritual, y 
temporal, Mex. 1768, foUo, 2 leaves; Tratado del Agtta Mineral Caliente de 
San Barthohme (n. p.), 1772, 4to. 
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VICEROYS FORTY-SEVEN TO FORTY-NINE. 

1779-1787, 

ViCEEOY MABTIN DE MAYOBOA—His EXCEPTIONAL PosmoN—WAE WITH 

GBEAT BEITAIN—^WAELIKE MEASUEES—MAYOEGA'S EFFICIENT RULE— 

ViCEBOY MATIAS DE GALVEZ—His SHOET ADMINISTEATION—HE PEO-

MOTES IMPEOVEMENTS—THE CONDE DE AEANDA'S PLAN—INDEPENDENT 

KiNODOMS IN SPANISH AMEEICA TO BE EEECTED—KiNO CÁELOS' OBJEC-

TIONS—THE A U D I E N C I A R U L E S A F E W MONTHS—VlCEEOY CONDB DB 

GALVEZ—His GEEAT SEEVICES AND RANE—UNBOUNDED POPULAEITY— 

TBEASONABLB SCHEMES ATTEIBUTED—His ILLNESS AND DEATH—POST-

HUMOUS BIETH OP HIS CHILD—MAONIFICENT CEBEMONIALS AT THB 

CHBISTENING—THE FAMTT.Y LIBEEALLY PENSIONED—THB AUDIENCIA 

RULES AOAIN, 

MARTIN DE MAYORGA, a knight of Alcántara and 
mariscal de campo of the royal army, who had been 
captain of the Spanish royal guards, governor of AI-
cántara in Estremadura, and lastly governor, presi-
dent, and captain-general of Guatemala, became the 
forty-seventh viceroy of New Spain. He had but 
just surrendered the baton of command to the in-
spector of the troops, and was on the point of depart-
ing for Spain, when despatches reached him that in the 
pliego de mortaja opened in Mexico at the death of 
Viceroy Bucareli he was named as the successor ad 
interim.^ On the 23d of August, 1779, he entered the 
viceregal palace, and took the oath of office, which was 
administered him by the regente in the presence of the 
oidores.^ 

1 He started for Mexico on the 18th of May, 1779. Jvarroa, Ouat., i. 271-2; 
EscamiIUi, Not. Curiosas de Ouat., 50-1; Disposidonea Variaa, i. 58-63; Cédit-
lcario, iU. 61. 

*Oomez, Diario, 70. 
(8811 
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Mayorga is represented to have been affable and 
liberal, possessing a magnanimous charitable heart, 
and making himself beloved by all, and yet he had to 
exercise much prudence as well as force of character, 
his position being an unfortunate one, as will be seen 
hereafter. 

The new viceroy's arrival at the capital occurred 
just eleven days after the proclamation there, on the 
12th, of war having been declared jMay 18th against 
Great Britain by King Cárlos I I I . Assistance secretly 
afforded by Spain to the British North American 
colonists to attain their independence,^ had much to 
do with the animosity of the day; in which measuic 
Spain did not know how surely she was working her 
own undoing in the same direction. 

The people of Mexico saw in this war nothing but 
misfortune; their trade would be harassed, and their 
coasts ravaged. Taxation, loans, and sacrifice of life 
w fiuld naturally follow. Nor were their fears un-
founded, for very soon Mexico was called to the aid 
of Guatemala for the recovery of the port of Omoa in 
Honduras, which the English had taken. She was 
also required to take a prominent part in the combined 
Spanish and French operations against Florida. Those 
operations were quite active from 1779 to 1781.* 

Fearing an assault on Vera Cruz, the government 

• Bustamante, the editor of Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 31-2, assures us that 
the policy of the Spanish court in aiding the colonists was intended to 
avert a dangerous British invasion of New Spain from the North American 
colonies—a false step in his opinion, which eventually proved injurious not 
only to the allied powers, the French and SpaniaTds, but also to the people of 
New Spain, whose emancipation it retarded 50 years, tliough not preventing it. 
The king however, in his manifesto of Ju ly 8th to his vassals of America, states 
as liis reasons for the war, among others, the hostile acts of the British author-
ities in Darien and Honduras. On the tirst day of the same mouth ordinances 
additional to the general regulations to govern the royal navy and letters of 
marque on the subject of prizes, had been issued. AU trade and intercourse 
with the British had been forbidden in June. Reaies Ordenes, iv. 57-84,192-6, 
109-225. 

* Mayorga had been apprised in Puebla of the measures the audiencU had 
decreed to supply with money Yucatan, New Orleans, Habana, Manila, and 
other points, wluch derived their support from Mexico, and might expect an 
attack by the enemy a t any moment. He sent, in various amounts, about 
$600,000 to Louisiana for the campaign against the English in Florida. 
Btistamante, Suphm., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 30-7. 
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made every preparation to repel it, The disposable 
force, both regulars and provincial militia, was called 
into active service. Mayorga and his secretary^ vis-
ited Vera Cruz, inspected the fortifications, corrected 
defects, and stationed the troops in Orizaba, Encero, 
Jalapa, and other convenient spots, In this inspec-
tion and in all the arrangements, which occupied about 
nineteen days, Mayorga conducted himself with 
ability, energy, and dignity. Fortunately, the enemy 
attempted no movements upon the coasts of Mexico. 

But offensive operations were carried on from Yu-
catan to expel the British from Belize and the neigh-
borhood, pursuant to orders from the crown to the 
govemor, Captain-general Roberto Rivas Betancourt, 
who hastened his preparations; and before the enemy 
could effect his purposes against Bacalar, Rivas was 
at this town ready for action. The viceroy of New 
Spain had been directed to aid the governor, but he 
could not do it. H e sent him, however, a great 
quantity of gunpowder, and money, which were of 
much benefit for the campaign.* 

Rivas' efforts were successful, He not only dis-
lodged the British from Belize, capturing on Cayo 
Cocina the 15th of September, 1779, a number of 
prisoners, over three hundred slaves, and some small 
vessels, but with his canoes and pirogues made a prize 
of an English brig armed with fourteen guns, H e did 
not, it is true, accomplish all that was expected of him; 
but considering the small resources at his command 
to counteract the large ones of the enemy, his conduct 
was deemed meritorious. 

Viceroy Mayorga attended to all his duties, not 
neglecting those of charity to the poor in a time of 
afioiction, with signal zeal and ability. His measures 
for the defence and security of the country were 

' Melchor de Peramás was the secretary by royal appointment of the vice-
royalty. In Jannary 1780 he was retired with the honors of an oidor. His 
snccessor in the office was Pedro Antonio Cosio. Oomez, Diario, 78; Papdea 
Franciscanoa, MS., ii. Ist ser. 313, 315; Disposidones Varias, i. 33. 

'Mayorga, Carta, in Soc. Mex. Oeog., Boldin, 2da ép., L 242. 

1 
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effected with the utmost possible economy to the royal 
treasury, and it is a well known fact that his remit-
tances of treasure during his short rule amounted to 
about fifty million pesos, without delays or burdening 
the people with extra taxation.'^ But all his wisdom 
and valuable serviccs could not save him from the 
constant fault-finding of the all-powerful José de Gal-
vez, ministro univcrsal de Indias. He had incurred 
the enmity of that dignitary, it seems, because he had 
been called to the viceroyalty, an office which the 
minister had intended should fall to his brother, Ma-
tías de Galvez; but Bucareli's death took place sooner 
than was expected, and before Matías de Galvez had 
been commissioned as president of Guatemala.^ What-
ever the motive, Mayorga was the victim of the min-
ister's ill-concealed* resentment. 

In November, L781, there arrived in Mexico Fran-
cisco Saavedra,^ a person who later, though but for a 
short time, became one of the ministers of state in 
Spain, He made it appear that he held some au-
thority from the court, The common people believed 
him to be a royal prince travelling incognito. As he 
presented a grave demeanor, and never gave public 
offence, a certain mystery and respect surrounded him. 

The viceroy's unpopularity at court was soon known 
in Mexico, and there were not wanting those to take 

![ advantage of it. Even the audiencia of Mexico with 
whom he had endeavored to maintain cordial relations, 
tr eJ to iiiterfere with his action; but in a dignified 
maimer he upheld his authority. The regente of the 
audiencia of Guadalajara, Eusebio Sanchez Pareja, 
took upon himself the title of captain-general, and re-
quired the commissioner sent by jNIayorga to attend 

•̂  The calls of the war on him were large, but with the assistance of the 
real consulado he was enabled timely to mcet them. Panes, Vir., in Monum. 
Dom. L'sp., M,S., 12.3; Rivera, Ilist. Jalapa, i. 147. 

^Bustamanle, Siiplcm., in Cavo, Trcs Siglos, ui. 42; AUiman, D'isert., iu. 
app. 71. 

*Mayorga announced it in a letter to the minister of state. It v/as be-
lieved that Saavedra came to spy the viceroy's acts. Bustamante, Supkm., m 
Cavo, Tres Sighs, iU. 42. 
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to military affairs in Nueva Galicia to first ask his 
leave to carry out orders. His presumption was re-
buked, Mayorga maintaining the unity of the chief 
military command.^" 

The governor of Vera Cruz also manifested some 
insubordination, because the viceroy did not approve 
some of his schemes," and thus the viceroy's position 
was made unpleasant. Besides these annoyances was 
the injustice of not making his appointment regular, 
or sending out a successor. His tenure was ad interim, 
and therefor he was allowed only half pay, though his 
expenses were great.^'* A t last he was recalled, and 
gave up the office on the 29th of AprU, 1783, soon 
after embarking for Spain, H e died on board the 
vessel in sight of Cádiz,^^ foul play being suspected by 
some. In April, 1784, news reached Mexico that 
Mayorga's estate had been attached by the king's 
order. This was probably the usual course where an 
official was subjected to a residencia. That of the 
ex-viceroy was published in Mexico on the 3d of June, 
the alcalde de corte, Juan Francisco de Anda, being 
the judge," with results favorable to the residenciado. 

The forty-eighth viceroy of New Spain was Matías 
de Galvez, García, Madrid, y Cabrera,^^ a lieutenant-
general of the royal armies,^^ transferred from Guate-
mala, where he had been president, govemor, and 
captain-general.^^ The new viceroy brought with him 

"̂ From that time the people of Jalisco began to show a spirit of independ-
ence from the central authority, which in Uter years became more developed, 
and caused untold evils. Id. 

*̂ Lerdo de Tejada, Apuntes HisL, no, 5,308, 
^' Of this he complained to the kiug, pleading also that the tronble had 

come upon him soon after he had lost heavily by the GuatemaU earthquake 
of 1775, Alaman, DiserL, iii, app, 72. After his death 20,000 pesos were 
paid his widow, MarU Josefa Valcárcel, out of the royíú treasury, Id.; 
Mayer's Mex. Aztec, i. 252-3; Zamacois, Hist. Mej., v, 636, 

^^Gomez, Diario, 173; Paves, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 125. 
^*Ordenes de la Corona, MS,, iiL 57; Gomez, Diario, 184, 186-7, 
*» Gaivez, Sokmnes Exeqmas, title-page. At foot of his portrait, which ia 

I)robabIy copied from the original fomicrly existing in the viceregal palace, 
le is named Galvez y GalUrdo, Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 449, 

^^ Cedidarios, i. 153; Disposiciones Fona«, UL 97. 
^^ Hist. Cent. Am., U., this series. 

HiBx. M£x.. Voi.. III. 25 

k̂ 
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his wife, A n a de Cordoba.^^ Though a brother of the 
talented minister of state, the marqucs de Sonora, and 
having a better heart, jMatías de Galvez was not en-
dow^ed with the same powers of mind. B u t best of all 
Iie had sound common sense and indefatigable industry. 
H e had been a plain farmer, and he L^oked like one; 
and he loved a farmer's life, from which he had been 
drawn at his brother's elevation to high official position 
near the king's person. H e was not afraid, and on 
cvery proper occasion showed a martial spirit; but to 
inflict punishment upon another was an intíiction upon 
himself. H i s solicitude for the general wclfarc, and 
particularly for the relief of the poor and afflicted, was 
well known both in Guatemala and ]Mexico. H e was 
cheerful, wåtty, frugal, modest in his tastes, affable, 
and was reputed pious; and so disinterested was he, 
that having held high and lucrative offices, his estate 
did not probably reach, at his death, the value of 
50,000 pesos,'^ 

On the 29th of April, 1783, he took possession of 
the baton of command ad interim,^'* at the towm of 
San Cristobal Ecatepec, and not at Guadalupe, as his 
predecessors had done, owing to the bad condition of 
the reception house at the latter place, I t had been the 
viceroy's intention, on account of his advanced age and 
bodily infirmities, to enter the city in acarriage; but 
some difficulty about precedence having been raised by 
the city council, he cut it short by mounting a gentle 

t horse and riding into Mexico, H e was the last vice-
{ roy that entered the city i)n horseback,^^ The pas-

'^ Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 53. 
^^Galvez, Sohmnes E.rciptiat, 1-31; Bustamante, Sup emento, in Cavo, Tres 

Siglos, iii. 52-3; Rivera, JJist. Jalapa, i. 147. 
^"On the 19th of Xovemberof the same year the mail broughtout hiscom-

mission as ' virey en propiedad.' Gomiz, Diario, 160, 171. 
'•" The act of receiving the command a t San Cristôbal was approved in 

the royal order of Aug. 8, 1783, which prescribed tliat in future such act 
Bhonld take place there. The precedence that the city council claimed waa 
disallowed, and the king ordered March 14, 17S5, that there should nevcr be a 
second public enti-y, to save the city, the consulado, and the people in gen-
eral the onerous expenses it entailed. The audiencia decUred its obedience 
June 2.'), I7b5. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iu. 42, 54. Panes, Vir., m 
Monum. Dom. Esp., MS. 126. 

• 'l 



THREATENED DANGERS. 387 

sage to the palace was adorned with triumphal archt s, 
bearing descriptive devices of his military prowess 
against the English, and his wise sidministrative acts 
in Central America. The services of the Galvez 
were compared in emblems and verse with those of 
the Vespasian family in ancient Rome.^^ On the 
same day he took the oath of office, before the real 
acuerdo, administered to him by Regente Herrera. 

With the conclusion of peace between Spain and 
England,̂ ** Galvez was free to devote his atten-
tion to public afiairs. Many improvements in the cap-
ital and elsewhere were made; he was zealous in the 
king's service, and jealous of anything that might 
prove detrimental to the authority of his sovereign. 
Hence his disapproval of the aid given the revolted 
colonies of North America to attain their indepen-: 
dence, and of the treaties afterward concluded with 
them. H e foresaw dangers to Spanish domination 
in America from the presence of a democratic re-
public^* Amidst high duties well performed came 
death. On the 16th of September, 1784, he lay ill at 
Tacubaya, unable to sign his name,^^ and soine Indians 
brought him to the city on a litter. After re-
ceiving the sacrament and executing his last will, 
he breathed his last the 3d of November, The 
4th being the king's birthday, the remains could 
not be laid in state, so the ceremony was post-
poned to the next day, when the death was promul-
gated by firing three guns; after that, one gun was 
fired every half hour till the morning of the 8th, 
when the funeral cortége left the palace for the con-

* 
22 VdcBsquez de Leon, La Estirpe Vespasiana, 1-27. 
^ The news reached Mexico a few days after Galvez assumed his duties. 

The crown on the 22d of October, 1783, ordered certain demonstrations of 
piety and rejoicing to celebrate that auspicious event, as well as the birth 
given to twins by the princesa de AsturUs, heiress to the throne. Reahs, 
Ordenes, MS., iv, 313-17. Before the celebration the ts ias had died, Leon 
y Gama, Carta, in Z>tcc. Univ. Hist. Oeog., x. 785, 

**ThU U given on the authority of Andrés Muriel, wlowas constantly 
nearthe viceroy. Bustamante, Suplemento, in Cavo, Tres Siyhs, uL 50. 

^ A fac-simue of his signatnre was affixed to public docnments nepding it, 
with a stamp by the aecretary of the viceroyall^. OoTnez, Diarío, 193. 

i^um 
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vent of San Fernando, where the remains were 
deposited, with religious rites.^^ As a mark of appre-
ciation of the purity, uprightncss, and ability shown 
l)y Galvez during his rule in Mexico, the king on thc 
•J(',th of March, 1785,'^ decreed to relievc him of a 
ivsidcncia, and consequently his estate of the expenses 
incident thereto. 

I t was at this interesting period in American his-
tory—1783—that Cárlos' principal secretary of statc, 
Pedro Abarca de Bolea, conde de Aranda, having i c-
turned with a leave of absence from Paris where he 
went by expre.ss order to sign the general treaty of 
peace with Great Britain by virtue of wdiich the in-
(lependence of the United States of America was 
aftcrw-ard recognized by George I I I . and his govern-
ment, made a sweeping suggestion to his sovereign. 
Entertaining a favorable opinionof the state of learn-
ing and culture prevailing among the Spanish Anieri-
cans, he recommended the creation of three independ-
ent monarchies in the king's American dominions, 
cach under a prince of the Spanish reigning family, 
Cárlos for himself and his successors assumino^ tlie 
title of emperor, and the latter for all time to be 
recognized by the American monarchs as the head of 
the familv. Marriaofcs of the new sovereio:ns and 

f . . . . . 
1f *̂ The viceroy's last will called for a humble funeral, but the audiencia dis-
•t regarded the wish, officUl etiquette requiring it, and caused the viceregal and 
,1 military honors to be paid. Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 453. The body was escorted 
i t from the foot of the palace stairs by six colonels, the captain of the halber-
' íi diers, C'onde de Santiago, and the master of the horse, Agustin Yaflez. Three 

regiments, regular troops and militia, and the company of halberdiers—the 
last as the guard of honor of the audiencia—took pait in the pageant. The 
iiia.s.s at the church was celebrated by the precentor of the cathedral. The 
íollowing gentlemen acted as moumers: the fiscal de real hacienda in the real 
audiencia, Ramon de Posada y Soto; the secretary of the viceroyalty, Frau-
cisco Femandez deCôrdoba; Femando JoséMangino; Colonel JuanCambiaso 
of tlic Corona regiment; and José Chavez and Francisco Cabezon, executors 
(.Miijoiiitly with the above named Posada and ('ordoba. Covicz, Diario, 19G-7; 
( uif'-:. Si,l'iiii -< Excijuias, 2. On the 4th of March, 1785, there were solenm 
obsequies, with er.logy of the deceased, all thc civic and ecclesiastical bodies 
1 tinií in .attendai ce; the ceremonies were imposing. X^ext day the arcli-
bishop officiated at the mass, and a sermon was preached. Cum>-z, Liario, 203; 
Gali-cz. IMogio I'únebre, 1-42. 

'-' Urdcncs de la Corona, MS., iii. 50. 
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their offspring and near connections were to be, as a 
matter of policy, with members of the royal family of 
Spain, and vice versa. Treaties of reciprocity for com-
merce, and of offence and defence, were to be made 
between the European and American sovereignties, 
and forever maintained in force. France, the family 
ally, was to be specially favored in her manufactures. 
Relations of any kind with the British were not to 
be tolerated. The aggrandizement of the new re-
public, or of any other power that might establish 
itself in America, was also to be averted. 

The three kingdoms thus proposed to be erected 
were Mexico, Peru, aiid Costa Firme. Cuba, Porto 
Rico, and one or two more islands were to be retained 
to serve as entrepôts to foster the national trade. 
Every argument that could be adduced in favor of 
this project was brought forth in a memoir, and 
among them the following: The large extent of the 
possessions and their great distance from the mother 
country rendered it difficult for the supreme govern-
nient to protect them against foreign hostilities, or to 
obtain correct views ori affairs, so as to adopt the 
wisest and most efficacious measures for the benefit 
of the country, to check abuses, and administer jus-
tice. So far as the people of America were concerned 
the benefits were obvious, chief among which was the 
facility with which they might resort to the sovereign 
authority. AU the difficulties enumerated of course 
tended, as was affirmed, to breed discontent ainong the 
crown's American vassals. 

We have the assurance that Aranda's scheme was 
seriously considered by the king in council, and that 
it would have been resolved in the affirmative, had 
there been in those countries a larger number of pure 
white people and mestizos able to withstand the pos-
sible attempts at subjugation by the other more 
numerous races. This îear of danger was attributed 
to Cárlos himself, in whose lips were placed words 
suggestive that in the event of the subversion of 
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the upper classes by the lower, tyranny and licen-
tiousness would foUow, smothering, perhaps in its 
very cradle, each national autonomy, How the pro-
posed new political organization was to increase this 
danger does not appear. Possibly opposition on the 
part of Great Britain was foreseen, or Cárlos could 
not be brought to voluntarily abdicate his undivided 
sovereignty over the immense domains of America. 
Aranda at an audience persisted in his views, but 
the king continued his objections.^^ The plan was, 
therefore, postponed to a future day; and the policy 
of crossing the raccs was warmly persevered in. 

The real object in view^ on the minister's part, as 
avowed by him, for an independent Mexico, was to 
counteract Anglo-Saxon supremacy and protestantism 
in America.^^ Indeed, Aranda apprehended serious 
evils to Spain froin the act he had just performed at 
Par is , on the ground that the American federal re-
public would in due time assume greatness, and forget 
the benefits received at the hands of France and 
Spain, and think only of self-aggrandizement; andthis 
would naturally be at the expense of the Spanish pos-
scssions in America, beginning with the Floridas in 
order to obtain control of the gulf of Mexico.*' 

The administration of public affairs had been by 
direction of Viceroy Galvez in charge of the real au-
diencia since the 20th of October. On the evening 
of the 3d of November, jus t fifteen minutes after 

^^lt is related, and I give the story for what it may be worth, deem-
ing it weU suited to the character of both men, that the kiug playfully 
twit ted the minister with stubboraness, and was repaid in kind. ' Conde de 
Aranda, thou art more stubborn than an Aragonese mule.' 'Pardon me, 
please your Majesty, I know another still more stubborn than myself.' 'And 
who may he Le?' asked the king. ' T h e sacred royal majesty of my Uege 
lord, Cárlos I I I . , ' was the reply. Tlie king smiled and dismissed hini with 
his usual affability. Tejas, Ligeras Indic, 3. 

-* ' Xeutralizar la prepotencia y consiguientes influencias de U raza sajona, 
y con ellas del prdtestaiitisnio eu el Xuevo Mundo.' Murtinez, V. J., Sinop^-ts 
Jii.<f. fihsôf. jiolif., i. 20. 

^"Arnnda, Mem. S"crctu, in Var'tethulcs deJur'tsp., v. app. 39-43; Aranda, 
Mem., in El Indicador, iii. 1.18-65; Jiamircz, Vida de MotoUnia, in Jcazbal-
ceta, CoL de Doc, i. cxvii .-viu. 
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tha t ruler's death, the audiencia held a meeting to 
ascertain on whorø the government should devolve, 
and there being no pliego de providencia, or mortaja, 
it became ex officio the governor and captain-general 
of the kingdom of New Spain, This fact was duly 
announeed, and the regente, Vicente de Herrera y 
Rivero, formally took possession of the baton, and 
presented himself with it in public.^^ There is no rec-
ord that during the rule of that body of about eight 
and a half months it did anything worthy of notice, 
save that under apprehensions of certain designs of 
the British on the port of TrujiIIo it adopted precau-
tions to defeat them. 

The succeeding and forty-ninth viceroy was Ber-
nardo de Galvez, Madrid, Cabrera, Ramirez, y Mar-
quez, conde de Galvez,^^ a pensioned knight of the 
royal order of Cárlos I I I . , commander of Bolanos in 
the order of Calatrava, and a lieutenent-general of the 
king's armies.^^ The conde de Galvez, a son of his 
predecessor in office, was now about thirty-seven years 
of age, of noble mien, gentlemanly deportment, írank 
and affable. H e possessed, in short, the requisite 
qualifications to make him popular with all classes. 
The reputation had preceded him that in every act of 
his government elsewhere he had shown mildness, 
united with a just and enlightened spirit; and his 
course in Mexico confirmed repute. His young wife, 

*̂ Gomez, Diario, 196. Herrera had been some time an oidor in the audi-
racia when he was made the regente of that in GuatemaU, a newly created 
pffice which he held till September 1782, when he was promoted to regente of 
Mexico. He was afterward caUed to the council of the Indies. His wife was 
a daughter of the conde de RegU; and he was also at a Uter day created a 
marquis. Reales Cédulas, MS., ii. 159; Alaman, DiserL, iii. app. 74. His 
eolleagues were the oidores Antonio de ViIUurratU, ^ l t a sa r Ladron de 
Guevara, Joaquin Galdeano, Miguel Calixto de Acedo, José Antonio de Urízar, 
Ruperto V. de Luyando, Simon Antonio Mirafuentes, Ensebio Ventura Bele a. 
Juan José Martinez de SorU, escribano de cámara. CeduUirio, MS., iii. 49, 

«* The editor of the Oaceta de México for 1786-7, in the dedication of it to 
the vioeroy, caUs him vizconde de Galveztown, as weU as conde de Galvez, 

*' For distinguished services he was, even after being caUed to the vice-
royalty of New Spain, to retain his former offices of inspector-general of all 
ta:oops in America, and captain-general of LouisUna and the Floridas, with 
their pay, Oaz. de Méx. (1784-5), L 326; Id. (1786-7), iL 251; Bekna, 
Recop., i. pref. 1-2. The news of hU appointment as viceroy reached Mex-
ico April 25, 1785, Oomiez, DUirio, 206. 

gg 
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i' •ii; 

Felícitas de Saint Maxent, a native of Louisiana and 
of French extraction, w as a lady of surpassing loveli-
ness, charitable, gracious, and intelligent.^* Scarcely 
more than fifteen yeãrs had elapsed since the young 
general had been in ^Mexico in an humble position and 
with scanty means.^^ H e had served as a subaltern 
in Portugal in 1762. The marqués de Croix gave 
him a commission in the Corona regiment. H e finds 
hiinself a little later a captain in the saine regiment, 
serving as comandante de armas in Nueva Vizcaya, 
where he punished the Apaches in several encounters, 
being himself w^ounded several times, once quite 
scverelv. H e afterward went to Habana, and in 
1772 to Spain, where he continued his military ser-
vice, and followed it iip in America with brilliant 
succcss, obtaining rapid promotion till he reached, 
with other honors, the highest rank but one in the 
army.^^ 

^^Spaniards and Mexicans came to regard her liighly, making much of 
her, and she greaíly contributed to her husband's popularity. Gayarré's Hist. 
Louis'iana, 10.."). 

•̂̂ Of this he was good-naturedly reminded, after his exaltation, and some 
achicegiven him, i na pasquin that wasfound fastened on the wallof thcpalace 
the 9th of August: 

' Yo te conocî pepita 
Antes que fueras melon, 
Maneja bien cl baston 
Y cuida la francesita.' 

Another quartette favorably compared him and his countess with the in-
s-pector of the troops and his wife who had come together with Galvez: 

' El virey, muy bueno, 
La vireina, mejor; 
El inspector el diablo, 
Y su muger — ; peor!' 

The last two lines referred only to the iU-temper of the couple. Gomez, 
Diario, 200, 213-14. 

*® In 1775 as a captain of infantry he took part in the landing and fight of 
tlie Spauiards with the Algerines on the Algiers beaoh, and A\as seriously 
wounded. This won liim promotion to iieutenant-colonel, and to suierin-
tendent of the military school at Ávila. The next time we see hini a cjloncl 
in command of a reginient in Louisiana, and soon after placed in temporary 
eiiarge of the goverament, ^vlierein displaying good judgnient, he also had 
ome successful brashes with the Britiah; he was then niade a brigadier. IIis 

niilitary record in Louisiana seems to have been marked by briUiancy. A 
have no space to detail his deeds. Suffice it to say that he defeated the 
British in several actions, and took from them aided by the French, Mobilo 
with a large quantity of arms and many prisoners. After that, with his own 
forces lie laid siege to Pensacola, and captured it witli all its forts, artiUery 
and other arms, and a large number of prisoners whom lie granted the honors of 
war; aniony theui •were the governor, captain-general, and the general com-
manding the English forces. At Pensacola, which he entered iu a brig called 
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' On the morning of the 29th of May 1785 a special 
messeiiger arrived in Mexico, aniiouncing that the 
new viceroy had arrived in Vera Cruz, and on the 
30th would start for the capital. On the 16th of 
June he arrived at the town of San Cristôbal,^^ and 
received the command from the regente. During the 
day he was honored and magnificently entertained by 
the real consulado, the archbishop, courts, religious 
orders, corporations, and citizens. The next morning 
at ten he reached Guadalupe. After the religious cer-
emonies, and having been greeted by the audiencia and 
others, he pursued his way to the capital, entering 
amidst the greatest inarks of respect and enthusiasm, 
and a salute of fifteen guns. The same salute had been 
given to the vicereine, who had gone in advance es-
corted by the police of the real acordada, four halber-
diers at the steps of the carriage, and a squad of dra-
goons. The people manifested their joy in many ways.^ 

W 

the Gaiveztotcn, he was again wounded. The result of his campaigns was 
that he rid the Mexican gulf of the presence of the English. His services 
were rewarded without stint. It is true that his uncle, José de Galvez, was 
the king's minister for the Indies, but he had well deserved of his sovereign 
and country; promoted successively to mariscal de campo and lieutenant-gen-
eral, a title of Castile was also given him with the privilege of adding on his 
coat of arms the motto 'yo solo,' for his prowess at PensacoU, and one of the 
fleurs de lis of Louisiana. I t was also ordered that the bay of PensacoU 
should thereafter be named Santa María de Galvez. He was next granted 
knightly honors, and later appointed goveraor, captain-general of Cuba, 
and inspector of all Spanish troops iu America. He was finally exalted 
to the position of viceroy, goveraor, president, and captain-general of New 
Spain. When the British fleet under Admiral Hood, conveying the royal 
duke of Lancaster, visited in April 1783 the port of Guarico, the duke, 
wishing to know the young hero, called iit his head-quarters, and on the 
French general. Galvez beiug absent, the latter had to do the honors to the 
prince. But the former as a mark of respect sent to the duke, with a full 
pardon, the chief of the Natchez and his accomplices, who were under sentence 
of death for plotting in the interest of the English. The prince was much 
pleased at this, promising to report it to the British king. Gaz. de Méx. 
(1786-7), iL pref.; Bekila, Recop.,i. pref. 3; Barea, Oracion fúnebre, 1-40; 
Vargas, Carta de pésame, in Fe^tiv. Div., i. no. 11, 1-16. Whilst he was gov-
eraor in Habana he extended a kind treatment to some Americans who had 
been brought there as prisoners, for which the secretary of the American 
congress wrote the conde de Floridablanca to thank him in the name of 
congress for Galvez' generosity. Rivera, Gob. de Méx., i. 456. 

"̂  He made what was called an ' entrada mista,' having on his way visited 
first PuebU, and TlascaU next. Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 54. 

**Both the viceroy and vicereine were loudly cheered. Rockets and 
flowers formed great features on the occasion, Oom£z, Diario, 209-10; Gaz. d» 
Mex., 1784-5, i. 326-7. 
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A t the palace, his commissions being produced and 
rcad, he took the oath of office before the real acuerdo, 
The rest of tha t day and the two following were spent 
mostly in ceremonials and compliments. Bu t he soon 
aítcr devoted his attention seriously to public affairs. 
His short rule was marked by two great calamities, the 
lf>ss of crops, conscquent upon heavy and continuous 
frosts, and famine follow^ed by an epidemic. To mcet 
the latter he was foremost in liberality, not only con-
tributing 12,000 pesos remaining from his father's 
cstatc, but borrowing $100,000 more for the same pur-
pose. H e formed a board of relief, and used every 
exertion to supply the city with the necessaries of 
Ufe, 

One day while transacting business with the board, 
information reached him tha t the alhôndiga, or public 
granary, was empty, and that poor people could get 
no maize for the morrow, Rushing into tlie streets 
without an escort, or even his hat, hc walked to the 
alhondiga, where he took steps to keep up the supply. 
When the people saw him, and learned what had 
brought him there, they were moved to tears, and 
escorted him back to the palace in the midst of 
acclamations.^^ On another occasion, the Saturday 
precediiig palm Sunday, April 8, 178G, as Galvez was 
riding from the country house called EI Pensil to 

IT meet the audiencia for the general visit of prisons, 
*• cithcr purposely or accidentally^'^Iie encountered thrcc 

prisoners on their way to the scaffold, foUowed by a 
rabble, who bcsought the viceroy to spare the con-
demned, which was done. ]\Iuch obloquy was heaped 
upon Galvez for this act; he was charged not only witli 
the deliberate intent of saving the criminals to win 
favor with the populace, but of misrepresenting thc 
facts to the crown." H e statcd that under the cir-

" Bustamante, Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Siijlos, iiL 58. 
^".José Gomez, one of his guard of halberdiers, says in his Diario, 2.30, that 

it was the latter; ' sueediô U casualidad que en U estacion de la cárcel al 
suplicio,' are his own words. 

*^BustamaiUe, Suplcin., in Cavo, Tres Sijlos, 'úi. 02-5. Tliat author is very 

P^^^ 
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cumstances it was his duty, as the agent of a benign 
sovereign, to heed the clamors of a people then stricken 
by famine, misery, and disease. Be it as it may, the 
crown confirmed the viceroy's act; but at the same 
time added to the approval a reproof; for he was di-
rected in future to abstain when possible from going 
out of the palace at such hours as prisoners were 
usually taken to the place of execution. 

A certain distance had been heretofore maintained, 
as a matter of etiquette, between the ruler and the 
ruled. Very few could approach the viceroy with any 
degree of intimacy. Galvez ignored that practice, and 
from the moment of assuming the vicegerency of his 
sovereign in New Spain, established close relations 
with the chief families, without in any manner lower-
ing by undue familiarity the decorum of his high 
position. His countess' attractions aided to awaken 
enthusiasm and to win affection, at t he same time 
exalting the office. H e caused his little son and heir 
Miguel to be enrolled in October 1785 as a private 
in the grenadier company of the Corona regiment, 
-on which occasion the boy was bandied from hand to 
hand among his new comrades. The same day the 
father gave a banquet in the throne-room to the offi-
cers of the regiment and the grenadier company, and 
also entertained civilians on the flat roof of the palace.*^ 

Such acts at such a time, tending to unusual popu-
larity, awakened at court suspicion of treasonabîe in-
tent. Some authorities assert that the viceroy enter-
tained the plan of setting up a throne for himself; that 
when certain of the affection of the Mexicans he beoran 
to feel his way, throwing out ambiguous remarks of 
double meaning, which could not compromise him. 
With his more intimate friends, they say, he would 

severe in his stríctnres, and Uys ou Galvez the responsibility for future 
crimes conunitted by two of those reprieved meu which finaUy carried them 
to the gibbet. 

**This is the version given by Oomez, Diario, 217-18, On the 20th of Au-
gust, 1786, the sei^eants of the Corona regiment came to the palace to pUce 
on the Aiceroy's son's shoulder the epaulet of a second sergeant. Id., 240. 
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discuss the present superiority of affairs over those 
of ]Montezuma's tinie, referring to the elements pos-
scsscd by the country to become aii independent mon-
archy. A t other times he spoke of the difficulties 
there might be to keep up uninterrupted relations 
w ith the mother country in future wars with Eng-
land or France, now that their navies were becoming 
so much more powerful than Spain's. Then he woukl 
expatiate on the need the Mcxicans had of erecting 
strong fortifications at certain points in the intcrior, 
and of making other preparations, so that they could 
i'cly on their own resources in the event of a foreign 
invasion when Spain could afford them no aid. Thus 
he would hint, his accusers said, that Mexico reccivcd 
no benefits, but on the contrary much injury from 
maritime wars, and all because of a useless, indefensi-
blc, and damaging connection with Spain. The fre-
qucnt social gatherings at the palace and at private 
houses are said to have afforded him opportunities 
for quietly promulgating such ideas.*^ Another 
charge advanced against the count is that , to further 
gain the good-will of the people, he invited the a^^un-
tamiento of the capital to stand sponsor of a child 
soon to be born, and which, if a girl, was to be named 
Guadalupe after the worshipped patroness of the 
city." The reconstruction of Chapultepec, aiid the 

IT peculiar form and strength g ven it, likewise aroused 
f' suspicion. I t was not, they said, a palace for the 
* viceroy's pleasure, but a masked fortress, or a citadel 

" Alaman seems to give credence to the charges. Disert., iii. app. 74-6. 
Othcrs say that letters were written to Spain blaming Galvez for his demo-
cratic demeanor, and forctelling a revolution like that of the United Statcs. 
Busfaniante, Suphm., in C'avo, Tres Siglos, iii. 65; Rivcra, Gob. M<'-.r.. i. 4.')7, 
and others. Ilumboldt, speaking on the subject, is loath to give crcdence to 
the charge. J'^ssai J^jlit., 233. 

** The person first invited to be godfather was Feraando Manc:ino, super-
intendent of the mint, who courteously gave way to the ayuntamiento; this 
was after the city council expressed the wish, the father bcing alrcady dead. 
But more anon. El Indicador de la J\:d. Mcx., iii. 170, in an articlc cither 
contributed to or copied from, and also appearing in Mora, Jicvcjl. Mex., iii. 
289-90, would iudicate that the infant in question was bom in the viee-
roy's lifetime, when there is evidence beyond doubt that it was a posthumous 
child. 

T 
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to command the city. The expense incurred was 
large and disapproved by the crown, but the order 
came out when it could ûot annoy Galvez. If, as 
charged, the viceroy was plotting independence, his 
rule was too short for his ambition. 

Others scouted the imputation of treason, and said 
that he who, like his father, and his uncles the mar-
qués de Sonora, and Miguel de Galvez, ambassador at 
Berlin, had been so exceptionally favored by their 
sovereign, would never lend himself to treasonable 
schemes; and further, if gratitude would not deter 
him, fear of the consequences would. And again, if, 
as the count's accusers say, his ambiguous behavior 
gave rise to suspicion, how is it that neither the sov-
ereign, nor his ministers, nor the audiencia or other 
authorities in New Spain, gave information of it?*^ 

I am inclined to doubt the truth of any charge of 
treason, and for the following reasons. On the 22d 
of May 1786, the audiencia sent a petition to the 
king that the count might be retained at the head of 
the government in New Spain, recounting his merits 
and services to the crown. Speaking for the people 
of Mexico the oidores praise his benevolence; the 
wisdom of his measures in government; in the subju-
gation of hostile Indians; in the arrangement aiid 
division of the provincias internas; and generally, in 
everything he had done, all which they declare as con-
ducive to the public weÍfare and happiness. To that 
petition the king answered on the 18th of August 
promising to retain Galvez as viceroy in Mexico,*^ so 
long as he might not be more urgently needed for 
other duties. The idea of treason seems not to have 
occurred to any one at the time, and what follows 

1 

**It is stated that he received severe rebukes from the crown that so 
preyed upon his mind, as to break down his health; that he became melan-
choly, and seriously ill, which much aUrmed the people, and prayers were 
daily uttered in almost every household for their idolized raler and friend. 
Bustamante, Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iu. 65. 

**' Para satisfaccion y consuelo de sus Vasallos de N. E.' Bekfia, Recop., 
i. pref. 3-4. 
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tends only to disarm the impartial observer of any 
suspicion. 

The young viceroy was stricken by disease, and on 
the 9th of October 1786, a consultation of physicians 
took place at the palace. On the 13th the sacraments 
wcre publicly administered to him in the presence of 
thc archbishop, curates of the parishes, religious or-
dcrs, and courts. The dean of the cathedral chapter 
ofîiciated.*'^ On the 31st the patient w âs removed to 
Tacubaya in a litter, hoping benefit from the change 
of air. On the 8th of November, feeling his end 
approaching, he executed his last will, his estate being 
estimated at a trifle over 40,000 pesos. Eight davs 
latcr, the 16th, extreme unction was administered. 
H e then addressed his family in most touching terms, 
such as drew tears from all present. On the morning 
of the 30th he expired, aged about 38 years, and his 
remains were transferred t o t h e palace in the city.*^ 

A t the funeral, on the 4th of December, the high-
est honors were paid; the civil, military, and ecclesi-
astic authorities and the people contributing to the 
splendor of the rites, the cathedral chapter defraying 
the expenses. The body was deposited temporarily in 
the cathedral church,^^ 

On the 30th of November, after the viceroy's de-
mise, the audiencia, who had charge of affairs by Gal-
xvz direction since the 16th, took formal possession 
of the government, no pliego de providencia having 
been found, and the regente Eusebio Sanchez Pareja 50 

*' This Avas at 11 o'clock in the moraing ; the viceroy wore his full dress 
uniform of a lieutenant-general, and received the eucharist standing. Conicz, 
Diario, 248. 

^^lt has been hinted that the court got rid of him by means of poison. 
Lacuiiza, Discursos Jli-t., 528. Ifind noevidence to sustain the charge. The 
manifestations of sorrow by the people it would be difficult to describe. Gaz. 
deMcx. (1786-7), iL 251-2. 

" L a t e r , in May 1787, it was taken to the San Feraando church, and 
placed near thatof Matíasde Galvez. Id., 252-5; Gomez, Diario, 272; Panes, 
Vir., in Monum. Dom. Fsp., ítLS., 54. 

*" This geutleman when an oidor of Mexico was made regente of the audi-
encia of Guadalajara, being the first to have that office, which he held till 

when he became the thirdregente of Mexico. Reaks CJ(':dida8, MS., ii. 1786 
159. HÍ3 coUeagues in the goverament were the same that the former regento 
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acting as captain-general. On the Ist of December 
the marqués de Sonora, ministro universal de Indias, 
was officially apprised of these occurrences, and of the 
fact that the commissions issued by the late viceroy 
had all been endorsed by the present ruler. The 
audiencia on the same day petitioned the king to ex-
tend to the widow and her children the utmost liber-
ality consistent with the condition of the royal 
treasury. To the chief secretary of state, conde de 
Floridablanca, a despatch was addressed, to be for-
warded post-haste from Coruna, with the object of 
preparing the marqués de Sonora to hear of his 
nephew's death." 

December 12th at 1:15 in the night, the vicereine 
gave birth to a girl, who was christened on the 19th 
and given the names of María de Guadalupe, Ber-
narda, Felipa de Jesus, Isabel, Juana Nepomucena, 
and Felícitas, to which w âs added afterward that of 
Fernanda, as a compliment to one of the sponsors, 
The spon^ors were the 'nobilísima ciudad de México,' 
represented by the corregidor Colonel Francisco 
Crespo, a knight of Santiago, and Josefa ViIIanueva, 
wife of the senior oidor, José Angel de Aguirre, The 
godfather at the confirmation was Fernando José 
Mangino. Both baptism and confirmation were ad-
ministered by the archbishop on the same day.®^ On 

had in 1785, excepting Luyano, and adding Cosme de Mier y TrespaUcios and 
Juan Francisco de Anda, Beleíia, Recop., i. pref. 4; Ordenes de la Corona, 
MS.,iiL 57, V.4. 

*̂  The receipt of the first despatch was acknowledged on the 21 st of Feb-
raary 1787, conveying the king's son'ow at the loss of so valuable a subject. 
Floridablanca on the 27th of the same month notified his colleague of the 
Indies department, of the king's high apprecUtion of the late count's distin-
guished services, and that provision in various ways had been decreed for 
his family. According to the marqués de Sonora's letter of February 28th 
to his niece, that provision was as follows : to the countess dowager, so long 
as she remained a widow, the yearly pension, sin ejemplar, of 50,000 reales 
de vellon ($2,500), free of medU annata; to young Miguel de Galvez, heir to 
the title, the encomienda of BoU os in the order of CaUtrava; and to the 
other members of the family the foUowing yearly pensions: to the post-
humouB child, $650 if a boy, or $.300 if a girl; to MatUda de Galvez $300; 
and to the half-sister, AdeUida Detrehan, $200, Bdena, Recop., pref. 7-10. 

^' This was the grandest performance of the kind hitherto witnessed in 
Mexico. The city presented the vicereine a pearl neckUce of the value of 
$11,000, and the Dabe another worth $4,000, The archbUhop and Mangino 
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the 6th of May 1787, came an order from the crown 
to pay the countess dowager 30,000 pesos for her 
passage to Spain, She left the city on the 25th with 
Iier four children.^^ According to Gomez, Diario, 298, 
on the lOth of June , 1788, the residencia of thc late 
AÍccroy was published with little formality, forty days 
being allowed within which to present charges to his 
successor. 

each gave a gold plate, spoon, knife, and fork. The vicereine retumed the 
compliment by i^resenting her comadre the material for a dress worth $1,000; 
to the archbishop she gave a gold box gamished with emeralds and a pectoraí 
of diamonds; to Mangino very rich and special material for two dresses; and 
to tlie corregidor, a cane with a gold head garnished with diamonds. March 
7, 1787, was the firstday that the vicereine sliowed herself in the streets with 
her guard of lionor, since her husband's death. She attended church with 
her two sisters and children. Thc palace guard paid her military honors, the 
same as when her husband lived. Gomez, Diario, 252-3, 261. The two sisters 
al)ove alluded to were Victoria and Mariana de Saint Maxent; both were 
married, the former to Juan Antonio de RUno, and the latter to Manuel de 
Flon, afterward conde de la Cadena. Both husbands were killed in the war 
of independence. Alaman, Hist. MeJ., i. 75. 

^ She was accompanied as far as Vera Cruz by the new superintendent of 
the mint, Francisco Fernandez de Cordoba, and the secretary of the viceroy-
alty, Fíimando de Cordoba. On the 9th of June she sailed from Vcra Cruz 
on tlie ship El Astuto. Gomez, Diario, 270-1, 274, 276; Belena, Recop., i. 
pref. 5. 
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STSTEM, 

THE danger of foreign invasion in time of war did 
not escape the attention of a military man like the 
Viceroy CruíUas. H e formally reported to the court 
on the defenceless condition of New Spain, all the 
regular force at the disposal of the government being 
one regiment, called La Corona,^ in Vera Cruz, some 

^ The earliest organization of anything like a reguUr force, apart from that 
employed to keep hostile Indians in check, seems to have been in 1642, when 
a battaUon with 12 companies of infantry of about 120 men each was formed, 
whose officers, aU men in high positions, cheerfuUy paid the expense of organ-
ization and arms. Gonzaiez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 101; Guijo, Diario, in 
Doc Hist. Mex., Istser. L 20-1; Catrn, Tres Sighs, u. 16, foUowed by several 
others. This was, it is presumed, the nucleus of the body of infantry which 
in 1741 was organized into a regiment whose ranks were fîlled mostly with 
marines of the escuadra de barlovento when it visited Vera Cruz. It was then 
named La Corona, and its chief object was to garrison that port. Previous 
to and after 1642, between 1635 and 1649, on several occasions a few companies 
were formed, destined to be short-Iived, their support being too much for the 
treasury, Their last disbandment was in 1649, after serving seven months and 
tendays. Ouijo, IHario, in Id.,i. Istser. 20-21, 31-2;Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 143. 
Again ten companies were organized in 1661. Guijo, Diario, in Id., i. Ist ser. 
46&-9. In 1685 was completed the organization of militU on the coasts of the 
Mexican Gulf, which did not prove of much service, as the buccaneers made 
sudden raids and as quickly escaped with their booty. Ri-vera, Hist. Jalapct, 

HiBT. M x., Vox., m , 26 (iUl} 
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dragoon companies, a few soldiers in Acapulco, a small 
bod}^ of artillerymen, and the two companies of the 
palace guard. 

Tlie militia troops consisted of urban companies, 
mostly inade up of white men and mestizos. In the 
capital there were some companies of laboring men, 
and aliout thirteen or fourteen others composcd of 
merchants and tradcsmen. In Puebla, as in Mcxico, 
was a regimiento del comercio, which had been creatcd 
about 1693. These troops lacked a knowledge of the 
usc of wcapons, and to enable them to acquirc it, the 
viceroy asked the crown for expeiienced officers and 
a suppl}^ of arms, urging likewise the construction in 
Perote of warehouscs for the safe-keeping of military 
storcs, so that the viceregal government might afford 
prornpt aid to Vera Cruz and the AntiIIes. These 
sua^'cstions were acted upon at court, and on tbc first 
of X(n'cinber, 1765, Lieutenant-general Juan de ViII-
alba arrived at Vera Cruz, conmiissioned as commander 
and inspector of the forces, having with him scvcral 
mariscales de campo,^ aiid a number of field and com-
pany officers, being the nucleus of an infantry legi-
ment to be known as tlie América, and nearlv two 
hundred non-commissioned officers and drummers for 
organizing provincial infantry and cavalry regiments. 

L 100. In 1692, at the time of the riots, were formed two companies of 50 
men each, that had, eontrary to royal orders, not been disbanded in 1094, 
whicli brought down a second and peremptory command to break them up. 
Ji<-alcs ('<'dulas, MS., 75-6. In 1745 there were 14 companies of militia in 
the city of ^Mexico, of merchants and tradesmen, who served on occasions when 
the regulars had to march out. These regulars were two companies, one of 
iiifantry and one of cavalry, to guard the viceroy's palace, which still existed 
at the time of the inarqués de Craíllas' rule. Tlie infantry company had a cap-
tain-govemor, a major, second engineer, lieutenant, sccond lieutenant, alférez, 
adjutant, eÍL;lit sergeants, 12 corporals, two drummers, 188 privates, 10 artil-
lerymen; the cavalry company had a captain, lieutenant, second licutenant, 
alférez, two sergeants, four corporals, one bugler, and 90 privates. Their cost 
vvas 46,168 pesos a year. There was also in 1758 a company of 24 halberdiers 
under a captaiu, who formed the viceroy's guard of honor, the yearly ex-
pense of which was 5,101 pesos. Vida-Sc or, Theatro Am., i. ',\1, 50. In that 
same year, 17->'̂ , there was also a battalion ot negroes and mulattoes, with a 
white colonel. Ccrtijicr -ion de las Mcrcedes, MS., 53-5. 

'^Cavrj, Tres SigÍos, iL 184. Panes, Vir., in .Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 120, 
gives tlieir arrivaí in 17G2, naming four of them, Juan Femando PaUcios, 
Cristôbal de Zayas, Autonio Ricardos, aud the marqués de RubL 
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General ViIIalba began his labors at Vera Cruz by re-
constructing the old Corona into a cavalry regiment,' 
which was thereupon called the Espana; he then pro-
ceeded to the capital with the other generals to con-
tinue the work of organization. The pay of each rank 
was at once established. The Mexican privates it was 
decided should be drawn by lot from the male popu-
lation; but this scheme was not then enforced, and 
that of voluntary enlistment was for a time adopted, 

I t had been intended by the supreme government 
to raise one regular regiment of dragoons, and 
three others of militia, light cavalry, and dragoons; 
and six regiments, with twelve companies each, of 
militia infantry, the calculation being that the number 
of militiamen would reach 25,000,* 

The development of the system was left to General 
ViIIalba, under the orders of the viceroy as the cap-
tain-general, In order to smooth the way, the officers 
were instructed to maintain the most cordial rela-
tions with the people, and to make the necessity for 
the chaiige evident to them, Every effort to render 
the military service attractive was resorted to, Mem-
bers of the nobility and gentry were induced to accept 
commissions in the provincial militia by granting them 
the fuero militar^ and such other distinctions as would 
fíatter their pride. The viceroy had the choice of 

'Wi th thc Corona and the dragoon companies, and men brought from 
Spain. Some of the officers and men of the former were made into a third bat-
talion for the América. ViIUIba lowered the pay of those troops, and of the 
artillerists, and did other things 'sin anuencia del Rey,' possibly meaning 
the virey, Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 120. 

* This pUn eventually had to be abandoned. The treasury could not de-
fray the expense of maintaining an army of reguUr troops, which would be 
rio less than three million pesos yearly. In view of this, the king approved 
in 1787 and 1788 apUn of Colonel Francisco Antonio Crespo, and ordered its 
execution with a few modifications. I t was put in practice in 1789. Branci-
forte, Instruc, MS., 14^15; Flores, Instruc, MS., 26-29, 

* I t was defined in a royal order of March 26, 1782, that the fuero militar 
belonged to members of the miIitU only when they were in actual service, 
Cedulario, MS., i, 69, 82, In Reaies Cédulas, MS., u. 58-63, appear the 
military reguUtions enacted from 1766 to 1785; rules and regulátions for the 
militU issued in 1767, and tactics for dragoons decreed in 1768; privileges of 
loldiers in making their wiUs, and iu the settlement of their estates, all 
former grants being confirmed, and new ones added în the royal order of 
December 16, 1762, and July 21, 1766, 
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coloncls and lieutenant-colonels, and the inspector 
might select the other officers with tlie viceroy's 
saiiction. The only able-bodied men excluded froni 
the ranks were negroes and Indians. The castas, or 
various grades of mixed breeds, might be admitted to 
thc number of one third in each company, and regi-
meuts of anv certain color niio'ht be formed.^ The 
different localities were to pa}' for the clothing and 
othcr needed articles, the government furnishing 
arms. 

The tw^o companies of the viceroy's guard w êre 
mustcred out of scrvice, and the palace was thereafter 
guarded by the troops of the garrison, the halberdiers 
beinsf retained.' Dissension soon arose betw^een the 
vicero}^ and General ViIIalba, the latter assuming iu-
dcpLiident powcrs, in which he seemed to have becu 
upheld by sorae of the officcrs brought by Iiim from 
Spiiin,^ and even failed to pay the viceroy honors that 
were due him. His .course was disapproved by the 
crown, and an order issued for him and the mariscales 
Zayas and Ricardos to return to Spain.^ 

^ The provincUI regiments were intended to replace the old urban com-
panies. Colored nien serving iu them were exempted from personal taxation. 
Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 134-5. AU military officers were exempt from 
taxatiou by royal decree of May 4, 17G0. Prov'idencias Rvaks, MS., 52. Tlie 
task of raising white troops v.as not an casy one. As late as 1775, acommittee 
appointed by the government to aid in developing the military defences, de-
ckred both the old Spaniards and their descendants unreliable; fur at the 
least rumor of war thcy would disappear, there being in them none of the old 
Roman or Greek spirit. Plande DeJ'ensa, MS., 424, m CoL Diur. The white 
natives had no taste for the military service. Of tlie enlistcd men many de-
sertcd, despite the measures adopted from time to time, betwceu 1773 and 
1810, to uphold discipline, and to check vice and desertions, and other ^iola-
tiou of the articles of war, which were not very successful. Jiculrs (>rdciies, i. 
2.:4-,S; ArriUi ia, Jiecop. (183G), 323-4, (1839), 298-300; Caz. Méx. (1788-9». 
iiL .S.;9-41; (ITIH-IJ), V. 529-31; (1802-3), xL 37-8, 211-15; ReviUa Ci'.i"l , 
Baiids, ii. no. 6; Diario Mcx., ix. 310-20, xiii. 505-G. I t is not surpnsm^' 
that desertions were common when we consider that the govemment torcLMl 
and aecepted tuto the service some very bad characters. Real Cédula (May i, 
1775i, in '/' li'lariij, MS., iiL l.")-23; L'staUa, xxvL 334-5. The natives cul r 
eould not endure thc strict disciplinc, or ('.isliked the dress or food, or may 
]'C, 'el aseo, como jioco acostumbrados á él desde su nacimiento.' ViUarroel, 
L'nferm. Po/ti., in Bii.<lumaiifc, Voz de la Patria, v. lGU-7. 

'Te'.tks Ccdida.<, MS., i. 10. 
^ A colouel was suspended and placed under arrest in consequence, and 

was released and reinstated only by Cruíllas'successor. Vir. Instruc., MS., 
Ist scr. no. 0, 1-8. 

^The marqués de Rubí was sent to iiispeet the provincias intemas, aud 
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- After this, the organization of the forces was left 
to the viceroy, who was an experienced soldier. But, 
as Great Britain had in her North American colonies 
the material for an army, aud in Jamaica a naval sta-
tion, and was thus in a position to strike at any 
moment a blow against New Spain,^° the government 
deemed the forces already organized insufficient, and 
several regiments were despatched from Spain. By 
the 18th of June 1768, there had arrived at Vera 
Cruz on the frigate Astrea and seven transports the 
regiments Saboya, Flandes, and Ultonia. Later came 
the Zamora, Granada, CastiIIa, and Guadalajara." 
Each regiment was of three battalions. The veteran 
force now in the country consisted of 10,000 men. 
Their uniform was white, with trimmings of different 
colors to distinguish the regiments. For this reason 
the people nicknamed them hlanquillos. The office 
of sub-inspector, formerly held by a maestre de campo, 
was created with larger powers and importance; he 
had the direct management of tíie troops. The mar-
qués de Rubí was appointed to it.̂ ^ His superior in 
Spain was the inspector-general, who at that time was 
the conde O'ReiIIy.^^ The chief duty of this officer 
was the discipline of the troops. From time to time 
his functions were more clearly defined tiU 1806, when 

General PaUcios was made govemor of Vera Cruz, Panes:, Vir., in Monum. 
Dom. Esp., MS., 120-1. 

°̂ Such an emergency had been foreseen, as appears in the correspondence 
of the marqués de Croix with Minister of State Arriaga in 1776. Bustamante, 
Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 6. 

'̂ The secretary of war of Mexico in an officîal report gives these names : 
UltonU, Saboya, América, Asturias, Granada, and Zamora. Mex., Mem. 
Gtterra, 1835, 9, The fact was that the Asturias came out in a ship of the 
line in June 1776, Oomez, Diario, in Doc fíist. Mex., 2d ser., viL 22. 

**The officer was calied cabo subalterao, or segundo cabo. Some years 
after a donbt having occurred whether he should take the command in chief 
in the event of the viceroy's death, the crown, on the lOth of January 1786, 
decided the point in the negative, adding that in that event he was merely 
to command the forces subject to the real acuerdo, He was decUred to have 
no prerogative, Reaies Ordenes, MS., iii. 158, 

" From this time Mexico assumed a miUtary aspect, and retained it ever 
after. Bttstamante, Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, ui. 6. A provisional regula-
tion for the army was issued in 1774. Bucareli, Reglamento, 1-32. In this 
same year was decreed the creation of a cuerpo de inváUdos, which was or-
ganized in 1779, Mex., Mem. Ouerra, 1840, 37-39. 
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it was ordered tha t every three years he should per-
sonally inspect the troops, not oníy those stationed at 
thc capital, but those in the provinces, and if unable to 
do this on account of ill health, the fact was to be con-
fidentially made known to the king by the viceroy or 
captain-general.-^* 

Fcars of war with Great Britain having ceased in 
1772, the government mustered out of garrison duty 
three of the native reCTÍments,^^ thouG^h tiie driUinof 
of the militia was continued. The troops from Spain 
were successively sent back, and froni the last of 
them, the Zamora, were retained the ncccssary officcrs, 
scrgcants, and corporals for perfecting the organ-
ization of the provincial militia. Later, the occu-
pation by the British of the Philippines, and the revo-
lution in Eno^Iand's colonies in Nor th America, a<íain 
warned Spain of the necessity of being prepared for 
an emergency. B u t no preparations were made. At 
the end of the war of 1783, when the coasts of Span-
ish America were threatened, and the forts of Omoa 
and San Juan de Nicaragua vvcrc taken by the Englisli, 
she resolved further to increase her military estab-
lishment in Mexico, creatinof in 1788 the resfiments 
Nueva Espana and ]\Iéxico, and the nc^xt ycar the 
Puebla. Tlie French revolution deeply afíected Spain, 
and the revolt of Santo Domino-o gfave rise to the 
creation of the Fijo de Vera Cruz in 1793^ Tlie 
Nueva Espana, Mcxico, and Puebla wcic afterward 
sent away to serve in Cuba, Santo Domingo, Louisi-
ana, and Florida.^^ Bu t between 1789 and 1794 the 

'*The king wishedit distinctly understood that the office had been created 
to be useful to the royal service, and not to be a mere additional authority in 
the countiy. Cedidario, M,S.,2d. 

'^ The govemment always was apprehensive that the natives, with arms 
in their liands, might revolt. Hence the policy of tiansportiug and uiain-
taining a t heavy c xpeuse in Mexico one or two regimeuts of Spauiards. But 
nothing was really gained by it. A few months after the arrival of such 
troops they were of little use. Officers and men pursued pleasurc and vice, 
and discipline became reUxed. Some of the privates got tlieuiselves nius-
tered out of service, and others deserted; and when a regiment went back to 
Spain it was much srnaller than when it came out. V'tllarrocl, Evferm. Polit., 
iu Bustamante, Voz de hi Patria, v. 167. 

'* From Habana these regiuients were despatched upon the useless expe-
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force, both of regular and provincial troops, had been 
reduced to 4,767 men.'^ 

Having thus spoken of the regular force in Mexico, 
I have to add a few remarks on the provincial and 
urban organizations. Each infantry regiment had two 
battalions, and each battalion^^ five cornpanies, includ-
ing that of grenadiers. "The effective force in time of 
peace was 825 rank and file, and in time of war 1,350. 
Each cavalry regiment had four squadrons with 361 
men in time of peace, and 617 in time of war. The 
conscription age was from 14 to 40 years inclusive, 
takeii first from the unmarried men; but if the able-
bodied of a district did not cover the requisition, then 
the married were conscripted. Officers' commissions 
were given by the viceroy, subject to confirmation by 
the crown.^^ The provincial regiments already organ-
ized were disbanded about 1788 by the conde de ReviIIa 
Gigedo, and their arms taken to the royal warehouses 
in Mexico, Perote, and Vera Cruz. They were, how-
ever, restored by his successor after 1794.^° I t was 

dition of Bayajá, where, by the 'cobardU de un oficial extrangero,' the honor 
of one of them sufíiered. They gradually retumed to Mexico several years 
af ter, almost skeletons. General Apodaca brought the PuebU and one bat-
talion of the México very much reduced. Those troops cost a great deal 
of money, and did no useful service to Mexico. Bustamante, Medidas, MS., 
55-6. I t was not the first time that Mexico sent military assistance to another 
Spanish colony. lu 1761, news having come that hostile Indians were attempt-
ing to capture the fort at PanzacoU, 200 infantry and some artillerymen under 
command of Colonel Luis OrtU ParrilU was sent there, who arrived in season, 
and the difficulty was terminated without bloodshed. Panes, Vir., in Monum. 
Dom. Esp., MS., 119. 

'̂ Certainly not enough for general defence, though the conde de ReviIU 
Gigedo had deemed a Urger forco unnecessary. Branciforte, Instruc, MS., 
13-14. He thus decided against the order of the court; but finally organized 
the first Batallon Fijo de Vera Cruz, which was Uter increased till in 1809 it 
had three battaUous. Bustamante, Medidas, MS., 56. The same viceroy in 
1792 had two companies of light infantry created, each with three officers, 
and eighty men rank and file, costing for the two companies $27,816 per year. 
RevillcUGigedo, Bandos, no. 69. 

'̂  A royal order of 1798 placed each battalion under a Ueutenant-colonel. 
ArrilUzga, Recop. (1830-6), 608-9. 

^'Diario, Mex., v. 162-320, 389, 554; vi. 12-32, 159-376; vU. 48-254; vuL 
112, 414; ix. 548. Oaz. Mex. (1784), i. 199, 287-8, Rivera, fíisL Jalapa, i. 
180, asserts that the nominations, made by the ayuntamientos, were often 
awarded for money to the highest bidders, though in some instances the 
monéy, was appUed to the fitting-out of the forces. 

•'"'l.ín 1798 was organUed the Michoacan dragoon regiment, and a small 
compíiny near Cape San Lucaa in Lower CalifornU, Azanza, Instmc, MS., 
172-3, 187. 
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officially stated tha t the work met with no obstacles. 
]\íen voluntaril}' enlisted, and wealthy persons aided 
with their pecuniary means.^^ 

After completing the organization of the provincial 
regiments, the government had of these troops about 
10,000 men, which, added to 5,000 of the regular force, 
made 1.3,000, of whom about 4,000 were light cav-
alry and dragoons, and the rest infantry. There 
wcic also three companies of artillerymen," muster-
ing about 400, the companies of negroes and colored 
men of Vera Cruz, one battalion of infantry, and two 
companies of volunteers in the same city.'̂ ^ 

^' The wealthy coutributed not only money but gave their own and their 
sons' services. Gaz. Mcx. (1795), vii. 7-8, 14-16, 22-4, 33-5, GG-8, 95-6, 
119-20, 174-8. The marqués de Branciforte was prompted by his insatiable 
avarice ratlier than by loyalty. He sold commissions at his owu prices, pre-
tending to apply tlie money to the purcliase of arms for the regimeuts, wliich 
he never did. The purchasers wanted the fuero militar, so as not to be under 
the jurisdiction of the common law courts. They were of little use when fight-
ing days came. Biisfnínante, Medidas, M.S., 57. 

-̂  The artiUery corps, down t o t h e end of the Spanish domination, consisted 
of a few regular and provincial companies, there beiug a very limited nuniber 
of fortified places and some poor redoubts on the coasts and frontiers. The 
suli-inspection was in charge of the viceroy, and tlie direct connnand under 
an officer sent from Spain. The factories and everything connected with tliis 
braiich of the service were finally governed by the regulation of December 10, 
18U7. Mex. Mem. Guerra, IH-JJ, 10. 

^''^ Bruiicij'orfc, Instruc, !MS., 22-3. The following list appears in an 
official work: Infantry regiments: México, Puebla, Tlascala, C'ordoba, Ori-
zaba, and Jalapa (the last three places forming one), Valladolid, Celaya, and 
Toluca; battalions of Guanajuato and Uajaca, 412 men each; militia of Ta-
basco, 9 companies of free colored men, and one of cavalry of Spauish volun-
teers, 1,01S strong; 22 companies mixed of infantry and cavalry on the 
}ile.\ican Gulf coasts; 2 companies of negroes and colored men of Vera C'ruz; 
ligiit ea\aliy regiments, Santiago de Queiétaro aud rr íucipe; dragoon regi-
ments, l'uehla, San Luis, Sau Cárlos; dragoons de la Reina; Uncers of Vera 
('iiiz; dragoons of Michoacan; cavalry ou tlie frontier of Sierra (iorda; dra-
goons on the frontier of San Luis de Colotlan, being 9 companies with 720 
men; cavalry on the frontier of the colony of Xuevo Santandcr, being G 
companies with 360 men. In Yucatau, oue battalion of volunteers of Mérida, 
anotlier of whites of Campeche; 2 divisions of colorcd sharp-shooters of Mérida 
and Campeche, eacli division with 8 companies. Cohn, Juzgados Milif., ii. 
527-8. In forming the urban companies of Vera Cruz it was agi-eed that 
when necessary the citizens should be armed, the ayuntamiento furnishing 
500 meu, and the real consulado 500 more, for whom the governmeut pro-
vided l,000muskets. Azun-Jt, Instruc, MS., 172-3; Marquina, Iiistruc (1803), 
in In<truc. Vir., Is4. Humboldt, L's.-iui PoHf., iL 811-25; IÍL, Versuch, v. 
30-51, 55, gives iu 1804: regular force, 9,!11'J, and militia, 22,277, adding that 
of the 32,196 the number of disciplined troops scarcely amounted to 8,000 
or 10,000, of uhom 3,000 or 4,000 had considerable military expcrience, 
nameíy, the cavalry stationed in Sonora, X'ueva Vizcaya, and Xueva (^-alicU, 
nearly all of whom were natives of the northera provinces—tall, robust noun-
taineers, accustomed to all weathers aud hardships. Humboldt, I'abla Esta-

T 
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Let us novv examine the special military organiza-
tion of the provincias internas, some of which were at 
all times immediately dependent on the viceroyalty of 
New Spain, others being under a government of their 
own. The expenses incurred by the twenty presidios 
and three flying companies existing in 1721, amounted 
to 370,000 pesos per annum. But though the treas-
ury had every year paid out the full amount, the sol-
diers were defrauded of a large portion of their pay.^ 
Other abuses were also committed, such as employing 
the soldiers away from their presidios in working 
mines or herding cattle for their captains' profit. 
Officers had been sometimes despatched by the vice-
roys to inspect and report upon the presidios, but no 
adyantage had been gained, and matters had gone 
from bad to worse till a complete demoralization pre-
vailed. Moreover, as the population had in some 
parts increased, a number of the presidios had become 

dística, MS., 65-6, a copy of which is said to have been left by the author in 
the archives of the viceroyalty, gives the whole force in 1803 as follows: 
regular troops 9,924, provincUl militU 21,951, urban militia 1,059. The levy 
of recruits he decUred to be excessive for the popuUtion. Essai PoUt., i. 273, 

*'June 27, 1608, the king decreed that the payment of the presidios 
should be punctual every four months. Recop., Ind., i. 595-6, 612. The 
crown had from time to time issued orders tending to the efficiency of tjro 
service in the presidios, and providing for the welfare of the men. The fol-
lowing are some of them: Every officer or private soldier, before an expedi-
tion started, núght with a proper modesty appear before his superior, and 
express his opinion, and any difficulties he might foresee. If his rcmarks 
were well founded they must be heeded; any neglect of the samc made the 
superior amenable to a fine of 500 ducados. See royal decree of 1622. Vacan-
cies occurring in the office of captain of presidios were to be prox'isionally 
filled by the captain-general; after which the names of three officera compe-
tent for the position were to be sent to the king accompanied with a Btatement 
of the services and qualifícations of each; the appointment would then be 
mado from the terna. MuUttoes, negroes, and mestizos were not to be ac-
cepted as soldiers in the presidios. No soldier was to be dismissed the serv-
ice without a just cause. Id., 597, 600-2. In 1688 and 1690 the presidios 
had been fully suppUed with men, arms, and ammunition. Thosc ou the 
northera coast had not been neglec'ted. In former years each presidio had 
to send a well paid agent to Mexico for its suppUes, wbo, after dancing at-
tendance on and paying much reverence to the offîcUls, obtained and took 
away the goods to his presidio, at the risk of being plundered on the way by 
Indian raiders, Under royal orders of 1643, 1663, 1664, and 1672, the vice-
roys were to attend to those snpplies, the treasury officiáls having Uttle to do 
in the matter, These injunctions had been overlooked. But in 1688 the 
situculos were taken in coin to those presidios by the armada de barlovento, 
Sigiienza y Gángora, Carta ai Almira'nte, MS., 4; Montemayor, Svmarios, 
184-91. 
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unnecessary. Viceroy Casafuerte recommended the 
promotion of Colonel Pedro de Rivera to the rank of 
brigadicr, and his appointment as special inspector 
and regulator of presidios, which was done by the 
sovereign in 1724. Accompanied by the lieutcnant-
colonel of engineers, Francisco Álvarez Barreiro, who 
was to make plans, Rivcra proceeded on his mission, 
The task occupied him four years, during which time 
he journcyed three thousand leagues, and reorganized 
the presidios in the best possible manner, The gov-
ernmcnt Gazeta of June 1728 mentions his return to 
Mcxico from his arduous labors, when he inade his 
report to the viceroy,^^ 

I n 1729 the nuniber of presidios was fixed at twenty, 
tha t of New Mexico being the most distant, with s^v-
enty-seven men and three commissioned officers. On 
the 20th of April was issued the new^ roL;Iamento,under 
which the annual expenditure for sucli troops was rc-
duced from 444,883 pesos to 283,930 pesos; the prices 
of goods and provisions sold to the soldiers v.crc fixed, 

! and captains of presidios were required to rcsidc pcr-
\ manently in their presidios. The law aiso prc;;cribcd 
* the circumstances under which Indians might be aided 

a^ain,st hostile tribes.^^ 
The king, accepting the viceroy's suggestions, de-

^^ Rivera, Diario y Derrotero, 1-76. In October, 1727, the king had or-
dered the establishment of a presidio at the Realde Boca de Leones in Xuevo 

it • Leon with a coriioral and fourteen men, which were later increascd to 2.'). Xeuj 
Mcx., Cédiilas, 'Sl:^., 245-7. In 1728 a fuU reportMas called for hy thccrown 
upon all the presidios, and the forcceaeh could rely ou both paidand unpaiú; 

• also upon armament of all kinds, etc. Jd., .'iJl—31. 
* 26 \^ j^iso marked out the course of duty for each man iu the presidio, and 

the disciplineto be maintaincd. Iiistnic. Jurrnada en virfud de lical (trdru, 9; 
Xctt) Mcx., Ci'tlttlax, j \IS., 335-7; Zamora, B'ib. Leg. Ult., iv. 284; JJ<ct!,l,rij, 
Son. y Sin., 61-2, 70; Arcvah, Cont/icnd.. -J^S. Mota Padilla, Conq. X. d'ul., 
177, speaking on the subject about 1742 gives the presidios thcn c;;isting, 
namely: X'ajarit, Durango, EI Pasage, EI Gallo, jNIapimi, Cerro Gordo, 8an 
Bartolo, Conchos, Nuevo Mexico, Ei Paso, Janos, Fronteras, Sinaloa, Adais, 
Tcxas, Bahia del Espiritu Santo, San Antonio dc Béjar, l io del Norte, (,'oa-
huila, Cerralvo, Cadereita, and the force at SaltiUo, with a total force of 84G 
oíBcers, rank and file. In 1754 frontier presidios were ordered to have each 
four swivel guns, and 50 muskets with the requisite ammunition, lances, 
shields, etc. Sixteen articles wcre issued íor their rale. Ditclics, raniparts, 
rnd stockades were to be erected. Jnstruc l'irci/cs, 29. In 1755 Engineer 
Cáinaras Altuá was sent to make a thorough map of the northem frontiera of 
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cided, November 26, 1757, that governors of frontier 
provinces should thereafter be military officers, StiU 
another royal order of October 8, 1761, declared that 
inasmuch as the command of the presidial companies 
had fallen into the hands of traffickers instead of being 
held by true soldiers, the viceroy was to remove all 
captains of the former stamp without going through 
the formality of a court-martial or other procedure, 
A later one of January 11, 1764, regulated the 
prices of goods for presidios, greatly moderating those 
of the tariff of 1729. Other orders reiterated pre-
ceding ones in the sense of reforming the general 
regulation of presidios. Finally, in 1765, the whole 
matter was referred for a general report to the mar-
qués de Rubí,^'' who discharged the duty in a satis-
factory manner. H e was again commissioned by the 
marqués de Croix to revisit the presidios. In a letter 
of May 24th from Pasage he reported a bad state of 
affairs, demanding a change in the system of presidios, 
and that they should be located to better advantage. 
Hence the regulation of 1772, which Brigadier Hugo 
O'Connor w âs directed to enforce, as governor and 
comandante inspector of the provinces. The regla-
mento gave the number and positions of the prési-
dios, and the economical system of each, and prescribed 
the mode of managing funds; tlie policy to be ob-
served toward the Indians; quality and condition of 
arms, ammunition, horses, accoutrements, and clothing 
of the soldiers; mode of providing commissions and 
promotions, reviews and police of each presidio; powers 
and duties of captains, subalterns, and rank and file of 

Mexico and provinces outside. Id., 97. The same year the king reiterated 
his order of 1748 about statements of arms and ammuuition, and thcir con-
dition being punctually forwarded him. New Mex., Cédulas, MS., 350. 

^ New Méx., Cédtdas, MS., 353-8. Rubí was told that the presidios were 
in a state of confnsion, dissension prevaUing everywhere, and that a remedy of 
the evils was much needed. He visited those of Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, 
CoahuiU, and New Mexico in 1766, and that of Texas in 1767. His report 
to the crown« on bis retura, was the basis of reformatory measures, embodied 
iu a new reglamento pubUsÍied by the marqués de Croix in 1771. Morfi, Tex., 
392-3. 
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the troops; and the mode of choosing habilitados and 
rendering them effectivc. 

I t will be uimecessary to dwell Iiere on the presidios 
of the country north of Durango, as they will be 
fuUy treated of in other volumes.^^ The presidios of 
Monterey and Nayar i t were suppressed, placing in 
lieu of the former two salvaguardias in eacli of the 
tÍLiht missions of Nuevo Leon, and seven salvaíxuar-
dias in lieu of the latter.^^ 

I t was Rubí's report on the secure condition of 
Nuevo Leon that induced the suppression of the pre-
sidio of Montcrcv. I t was ill-founded, for in 1774 
the country was overrun by nativcs. The coman-
dante of the presidios, Hugo O'Connor, came to the 
rescue, and a detachment was stationed at Pun ta de 
Lampazos,^" which place was made stronger. Subse-
quently, in 1783, an at tempt was inade to increase the 
forcc in Nuevo Leon, but Colonel Juan de Ugaldc, 
late governor of Coahuila, strenuously opposed it, as 
expensivc, burdensome in every way, and useless, for 
Nuevo Leon being in the rear of Coahuila could be 
of no assistance to other provinces if assailed.^^ The 
people of Nuevo Leon, how^ever, were all armed. In 
17U5 there were twenty-two companies of inilitia well 
equipped.^^ The total military force in 1786 in the 

^^Ilist. Xorfli Mcx. States, L; fíist. CaL, i .-v.; fí'ist. New Mex. and Ari-
zoi t, passiui, this series. 

'•' 'lhe reglamento Mas carried out iu X^ayarifin 1773, a detachraent of 
the Catalaíi volunteers placed there, and Pedro Alberni, then a subaltern, 
niadc a captain and comandante. A subaltern officer, sergeant, and fourtccn 
juivates wcre also statioiicd at the mesa de Tonati. Regl. c Insfruc. Prc<i,L, 
127-!); Laha, Ivforrnc, in J-'inart, Col. Doc Mcx., 208; Nayarit, Iiij'orinc tlc la. 
Ai l. (Ic GiiaihiL, in id., 75. In 1792-3 Jalisco and Nayarit vverc ( efended by 
nine companies of dragoous. The governor at San Luis Colotlan v> as ex ollicio 
their commander, am 1 resided at Real de Bola os. There were two adjutauts, 
one witli the govemor, and the othcr a t the mesa de Tonati as lieutcnant-gov-
cruor of thc province of Xayarit. ReviUa Gigedo, Bandos, no. 80. 

'"'JIumholdt, E.-isui Polit., iL 812. 
^^U(jalde, Doc, MS., 19-24. lu 1780, Ugalde, as governor and coman-

dante of (Joaluiila, Texas, Xuevo Leon, and Santander, materially reduced 
their force and ofl'ered to ijrotect Saltillo and Parras. In.<tn \, U'jarte, 39-40. 

*^Thc people knew of the king aud viceroy only by hearsay. Oovernors 
were seiit out from Mexico every four or five years, who at the cxpiration of 
tlu ir terms remained in the country. I t waa not uncommon to sec an ex-gov-
emor acting as alcalde or regidor. Coiiz'iltz, Ajjunies, in .Voc. Mex. Geog., 
Bokt'.n, 3a ép., i. 238. 
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provincias internas, exclusive of the Californias, was 
3,663 men, of which there were 300 in Nuevo Leon, 
and as many in Tamaulipas. The annual expense for 
all w âs estimated at 951,084 pesos. 

The condition of the military in 1808, shortly be-
fore the political disturbances broke out, was essen-
tially as follows: In the province of Mexico the viceroy 
held command. In Oajaca, Querétaro, and San Luis 
Potosí, the forces were in charge of commanders of 
brigades. In the other provinces the respective in-
tendentes were in charge; these officers in Guadala-
jara, Puebla, and Vera Cruz were also commanders of 
the brigades within their respective districts. The 
regular force now consisted of the viceroy's guard 
of honor; four regiments, namely, Corona, Nueva 
Espana, México, and Puebla, of which the last named 
was then in Habana, and one battalion, the Fijo de 
Vera Cruz, of infantry, with about 5,000 men; two 
regiments of dragoons, the Espana and México, with 
500 men each; one corps of artillery with 720 men 
scattered in several places; a small number of engi-
neers; two companies of light infantry and three 
fixed companies in the ports of Isla del Cármen, San 
Blas, and Acapulco.^ 

The main force consisted, as we have seen, of pro-
vincial militia, which was placed under arms only when 
needful. I t was chiefly composed of country people 
and artisans, and caused no expense to the government. 
The regiménts were distributed by districts, and the 
companies by towns. The horses of the mounted 
troops were confided to the care of the haciendas of 
each district. The officers were property-owners of 
the provinces. The honor was much coveted, and 
high prices were paid for a commission as colonel or 
lieutenant-colonel when the forces w êre first organized. 
In the central provinces, which were more thickly 
settled, and had a cold or temperate climate, were 

" The total effective regular force at the disposal of the viceroyalty did not 
excced 6,000 men, Akiman, Hist. Méj., i. 77-8, 

// ;Í 
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organized seven infantry regiments of two battalions 
cach, namely, ]\ícxico, Puebla, Tlascala, Orizaba, Cor-
doba, Jalapa, Toluca, Cclaya, and Valladolid. There 
wcrc likewise three separatc battalions, named rc-
spcctively Guanajuato, Oajaca, and Guadalajara. Each 
battalion had an effectivc force of 825 men, the total 
being 14,000, to which were to be added the two urban 
battalions of Mexico and Puebla, Iiaving together 
930 men. 

The cavalry consisted of eight regiments, namely, 
Querétaro, Príncipe, Reina in Guanajuato, Puebla, 
8an Luis, San Cárlos in the province of San Luis, 
INIiclioacan, or Pátzcuaro, and Aguas Calientes; each 
of which had four squadrons of 361 men in time 
of peace, and 517 in time of war, making a total of 
4,936 dragoons. Iii the vicinity of Vera Cruz was 
a body of 1,000 lancers; there were three other bodies 
for the protection of the old frontiers of Sierra Gorda, 
Colotlan, and Nuevo Santander, with 1,320 men, and 
an urban squadron in Mexico with 200 men. 

Thetroops for guardingthe coasts were in detached 
companies at diÔerent places, forming mixed divisions 
of infantry and cavalry, with little discipline, and not 
even a uniform. They were useful, however, in their 
respective sections. Five of them were on the gulf 
border, and with the two companies of negroes and 
colored inen of Vera Cruz made up a force of 3,400.^* 
On the Pacific were seven companies consisting of 
3,750 men. The total force of provincial militia, both 
infantry and cavalry, together with the seven com-
panies of militia artillery at Vera Cruz and other 
points of the coasts, when complete and on a w âr foot-
ing, which never occurred, would have made 29,411 
men;^ but deducting 7,200 of the coast guard, who 

'* In June 1806 was living at the age of 90 years Antonio Santa Ana, who 
was decorated with a royal medal, and was captain of the company of blacks 
of Vera Craz; a master mason by trade; he wrote a farce for the tiieatre that 
won a prize. Diario, Mex., iii. 207. 

''•' Aiiother accoimt gives the entire force of New Spain in time of peace in 
1805 as 32,924 men. NoL de N. Esp., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, ii. 24. The 

1 
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were never taken from their sections, the effective 
force remaining was 22,211, which, added to 6,000 
of the regular force, formed a total of 28,000 men 
whom the viceroy could place in the field. There 
were, besides, in Yucatan, one battalion of regular 
troops, a few regiments of provincials, and the neces-
sary artillerymen. The disciplined mUitia and the 
coast divisions formed ten brigades, each having the 
militarv commandant at the head town of the district 
for its brigadier, excepting those of Mexico, Oajaca, 
Querétaro, and San Luis Potosí which had their 
regular commanders.^^ 

The organization of troops for defence against in-
ternal and external foes, however important, was 
not all that was needed, The defences of the ports 
and of the whole coast-Iine on both seas demanded 
attention, and constantly engaged that of the supreme 
national government as well as of the local authorities 
from the earliest days,^^ The port of Vera Cruz with 

force of all organizations is set down in 1809, before the revolution, at 29,661, 
Torrente, Rev. Hisp. Am., Introd., i. 19; Zavala, Rev. Mex., i. 26. 

^̂  Most of the field and many of the company officers, m both the regular 
and militia regiments, were from Spain. The sergeants, corporals, and pri-
vates were natives of Mexico, taken chiefly from the various castas, the pure 
Indians being exempt. Alaman, Hist. Méj., i. 78-81; v. 956. We are told 
by a competent authority, however, that the country, in 1809, lacked mus-
kets, bayonets, sabres, and other things for infantry and cavalry; it had not 
enough field-pieces, balls, grape, e tc , for the artillery, nor tents. I t was de-
ficient in almost every material of war needed to organize a competent force 
fit to cope with the well provided armies of Europe. Some of them could at 
that time be obtained in the United States and Jamaica. Cannon and cannon 
balls and grape could be made in Mexico. Queipo, Represent. al Real Acuerdo, 
129-30, 137. 

*' From 1570 to 1657 the crown was repeatedly issuing orders for the de-
fence of the country and the improvement of the military service, and par-
ticuUrly of the management of fortresses on the coasts, and garrisons of 
presidios in towns or frontiers. Most of them are mere matter of routine, 
which it is unnecessary to give here. Among those which were of general 
interest may be mentioned: Aroyal order of May 7, 1570, made it incumbent 
on all residents at ports to have arms and horses, according to their means, 
ready to resist and repel foreign aggressions. Another of November 30,1599, re-
quired that in time of danger no man, unless specially exempted by law, should 
fail to present himself for military service. One of March 26,1627, prescribed 
that only military men, kuown to be possessed of experience in the defence of 
besieged fortresses, should be nominated for the position of alcaldes. Among 
the requirements from commanders of forts on the coast, good ones prob-
ably, but which often had not the desired effect, they were urged to be dis-

i 
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the isle of San Juan de Ulúa was the key of Xew 
Spain, and the object of special solicitude.^^ Efforts 
wcre made and means supplied in order to put thc 
defenccs in a condition to resist attacks.^'' The forina-
tion of plans and the building of a new fortress were 
in charge of Captain Jaime Franck. Objection having 
been made to the woik, the subject was laid before 
certain officials for thcir opinion.""^ 

When a portion of the fortress was constructed, a 
small garrison was placed there under an officer who 
bore tbe title of castellano, subordinate to the gov-
ernor of the town. I n the course of years the title 
was changcd to teniente rcy, and the officer succeedcd 
the governor at his death or absence. Both officers 
had high military rank, the governor having charge 
of tlie garrisons of Ulúa and Vera Cruz.*^ 

The fortifications on San Juan de Ulúa were in 
1767 strengthened with cannon brought from Spain." 

creet as well as energetic and brave, and thus make themselves feared, 'para 
cobrar reputacion, pues esto bastará á atemorizar los ániraos de los cosarios.' 
lircrp. Ii L, i. 2(J0-I, 5G7-617. 

**From 1G48 to 1G73 the place was well supplied with means of defcnce 
Repairs were begim in 1G71. The commander proposed a plan of fortification 
involviug heavy expense, but afí"ording great strength. I t was referred to the 
king. After some changes of policy in regartl to the garrison, it was decided 
finally in 1670 and 1071 to kec^^ a force there of about 300 men. The wliite 
miUtia and the companies of free negroes and mulattoes were tolerably well 
disciplined. During tlie years above mcntioned there were expendcd upon 
San Juau de Ulúa $403,278, besides .^183,914 on other defences, and for mcn, 
war materials, etc. Mancera, In.'ifruc., in Doc Inéd., xxi. 490-3. Moucy was 
being constantly spent on supplies for the defences. Montemayor, Svinurios, 
188-9. 

'"Sigûenza y Gongora vvas very sanguine in 1692, when he said that the 
new fortrcss of San Juan de Ulúa was in a good condition to defendtlie ])ort, 
and all accomplished MÍthin afew months a t a moderate expenditure. Curtu 
al Almirantc, MS., 31J. 

"̂ Several of the persons consulted eluded the responsibility. The mathe-
maticUn Sigiienza y Gi'mgora recommended that no change should be made, 
considering the dcfences almost impregnable, though chiefly from the nat-
ural strength of the position. MemoriaL in Morfi, Col. Doc, i. 211, 223-39. 

*'Till about the middle of the 18th century the garrisons of the city and 
castle had been necessarily small, but always being gradually increased. In 
1727 there were in the fort, besides the castellano, one major, one alférez, one 
surgeon, aud 153 rank and Ide of infantry, one captain and 101 rank and file 
of artillerists. The captains were enjoined to swell their ranks with Span-
iards from the mothcr country, and if possible with veterans, but as the sons 
of Spaniards boru in Mexico could not be pradently excluded ' se permitia 
que en cada coni] aûía pudiera haber catorce, y nada mas. ' Lerdo de Tejada, 
Apvntes Iii<t., 384. 

••- The same year was put up in Tacubaya a factory for cannon; and the 
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In that year and the next Anton Lizardo was strongly 
fortified. A t the same time was constructed the 
fortress of Perote, which cost no less than that of San 
Juan de Ulúa. The former was deemed necessary for 
the safe keeping of treasure when on the way for 
shipment to Spain, for if Vera Cruz were once in pos-
session of an enemy, a dash on Orizaba might easily 
be made. In Perote were mounted six 24-pounders, 
eight 16-pounders, ten 12-pounders, and 33 pieces 
of calibre from. 4 to 8; there was a complete supply of 
ammunition, the cost of conveying which had exceeded 
40,000 pesos.*' 

The anxiety to make San Juan de Ulúa and the 
whole Vera Cruz coast impregnable if possible, was 
great, but the means were wanting. Among the 
many plans presented was one in 1774 which might 
have been acceptable had it not called for an exces-
sive expenditure. One and a half million pesos the 
authors claimed would suffice; four to six millions, said 
others, would be consumed before reaching comple-
tion, besides the demand for a garrison so large that 
other important points would have to be utterly 
neglected. The king favored certain modifications, 
and in 1780 the matter was left to a commission^* 
which presented a plan to guard the defences, includ-
ding the coast on both sides, against foreigri assaults, 
but it was not accepted. Several other schemes were 
recommended, but no extensive plan seems to have 
been adopted.*^ 

next were cast some field pieces. Caoo, Tres Sighs, ui. 6; Rivera, Hist. Jcdaípa, 
L 141. ' he powder factory was in Chapultepec. At the end of the century 
it snppUed Urge qnantities of powder, not only to Mexico, but also to the 
AntiUes,NewGranada, Lonisiana, andFlorida, Panes, Vir.,in Monum.Dom. 
Esp., MS., 135; Azanza,Instrtíc, MS,, 180-1; Alzate, Gfacetas, iv, 349-55; Oaz. 
Méx. (1784-5), L 22S-30; Diario, Méx., iL 132; Ouiade Hac. Rep. Mex., 
u, 129-40, 

^ As a warehouse for provisions and war material to aid Vera Craz, and 
as a rendezvous for troops to keep a foreien enemy in oheck, Perote was, owing 
to its climate, very valuable; but as a fortress it was not worth much, Re-
vUla Oigedo, Instruc, MS,, L 527-8, 

**Carrion, PUm de D^enaa, MS,, 404-591, in Pinart, CoL Diario, 
Not., etc, 

*^Tbe most favored was that of Lieutenant Colonel Pedro de Alonso, which. 
Hi8T. Uzx., VoL. ni. 37 
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The use of the native railitia of the coast, who w êre 
good lancers and inured to'the climate, was strongly 
recommended, it being added that the regular troops 
might be stationed in cool localities, and the officers 
make themselves familiar with the country.*^ Finally, 
in 1800, the government was still engaged in providing 
for the security of Vera Cruz, largely supplying the 
fortress with provisions and war material,*^ and build-
ing an extensive hospitab The two cavalry regi-
ments were reénforced, and barracks erected at 
Buenavista; but experience soon proved the place 
sickly, and the troops were removed after sustaining 
some loss of life.̂ ^ A considerable number of armed 
launches and gunboats were also provided. In 1806, 
at the suggestion of the Spanish generalissimo, the 
príncipe de la Paz, viceroys and captain-generals in 
America w êre ordered by the king to ask for means 
of defence only in moderation, and they were to 
remind hiin at the end of each year, avoiding repeti-
tions.^^ They were to employ the means at their 
disposal, bringing into moderate requisition whatever 
the country afforded. If they failed so to do, and 
reverses occurred, they would be held accountable, 
and the fact of not having been allowed what they 
had called for from the crown would not serve as an 
excuse. The half-witted Cárlos IV. was in this as 

called for Urge supplies in and out of San Juan de Ulúa; and a garrison of 
1670 men, including the governor and his staS", attachés of the govemment, 
and the military force, hospital, etc. Ahnso, Plan de Defensa, MS., 508-48, 
in /(/. 

^Cosfanstí, Reconocim., MS., 594-614, in Id. 
*' In 1794 the armament of the fortress, town, and batteries of Alvarado 

and Mocambo consisted of 132 brass pieces of various calibres, 173 iron 
pieces, 17 brass and four iron mortars. Many of them were old-fashioned 
and should have been excluded. Rrvilla Gigedo, Instmc, MS., i. 524-7; 
Flores, Instruc, MS., 29-30. In 1799 the fortress had 120 cannons and three 
mortars, besides a handsome lower battery, built in the latest style, to defend 
the two channels to the north and south-east. EstaUa, xxvii. 59. 

" The climate of Vera Craz was deadly for troops; and the force stationed 
in the nearest healthy towns, owing to distances and difficult roads, could 
not be cotmted on to meet a sudden attack. Azanza, Instruc, MS., 159-63, 
166-71. 

** 'Con una moderacion pradente lo q haga falta en su distri to. . .estas 
repeticiones hacen vulgares Us cosas.' Cedulario, MS., iv. 24; Zamora, Bib. 
Leg. UlL, v. 503, 
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in everything the tool of his wily and avaricious 
counsellor. 

Yucatan had not been neglected. Not only had 
troops been provided for her defence as early as 1645,"" 
but in 1672 forts were ordered by the king to be 
buUt, and garrisons placed in them." In 1690 the 
wall around Campeche had been in process of con-
struction for several years. Early in the year thirty 
pieces of artiUery of various calibres were mounted 
thereon.^" The forts of Campeche were begun in 
1692 and finished in 1769. Eight castles were suc-
cessively erected. Spain at first furnished fifty-six 
poor pieces of iron of small calibre; but in 1739 and 
1740 eighty-eight pieces of large size were sent, 
part of brass and part of iron.^ The citadel of San 
Benito in Mérida had five small bulwarks on an arti-
ficial hiU commanding the whole town. The artillery 
consisted of old 18-pounders.^ 

In the island of Tris in the laguna de Términos 
was established a presidio for which a regulation was 
issued in 1791. I t had a governor commanding the 
forces."^ In Tabasco was built in 1683 the castle of 
Santiago, which was garrisoned with a paid infantry 
company.^ Acapulco, the chief Mexican port on the 
Pacific, was considered in 1642 sufficiently defended 
with its fortifications and garrison." 

^Cogollvdo, Hist. Tuc, 204-5, 702-3; CaMe, Mem. y Not., 85; Monte-
mayor, Svmarioa, 187-8. 

'̂ ^The viceroy of New Spain was directed to afford all aid. Mancera, 
Indritc, in Doc. Inéd., xxi, 495-6. 

^Sierra, Efemérides, Aneona, Hist. Yuc, iL 273. 
" Spain in 1795 and 1808, and Mexico iu 1827, increased the armament te 

over 2K)0 pieces, ViUevéque, Descrbp. 
^ It had two inexhaustibU wells of water, and warehonses with arms, etc. 

Echánove, Cuadro Estttd., 1813; Aneona, Hist. Tttc, iL 362-3. 
*^The command consisted of one adjutant, one snrgeon with hís hospital 

and assUtants, two chaplidns, one paymaster and his assUtant; one infantry 
company of lCfO men «ad 3 officers; one dragoon company of 43 men and 3 
officers; one officerand 30 artiUerymen; 23settlers, some invalid soldiers, one 
negro sUve of the king'a, and some mechanics, Remlla Oigedo, Bandos, no, 
55, 1-56; HoapUal, Inatruc, 1-15. In 1798 thU presidio had 3 miIitU com-
panies of 100 men each. Azanza, Inatrac, MS., 174-5. 

'^Thero was alao a company <̂  colored men, C/uap. y Tttc, Jurisdic. 
Ecks., 31-2. 

*^It had a govemor commanding the garrison, who cotild caU to hU aid all 
men dwell ig on the coast. PaU^fox, Inrtruc, in Motfi, Col. Doc, MS,, 15. 
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In 1790 the same arrangement continued, the gov-
ernor being also commandant of the fort.̂ ^ This fort, 
called San Diego de Acapulco, of more modern con-
struction, underwent in 1794 some repairs. I t then had 
only ten brass and fifty-eight iron guns in good condi-
tion, and more that were unserviceable.^^ The provi-
sion of muskets, pistols, and side-arms was abundant. 

The naval department at San Blas was established 
to aid the government in its efforts to occupy vacant 
coasts and islands adjoining its settled provinces, es-
pecially the west coast of North America, Arsenals, 
ship-yards, and warehouses were established. AII or-
ders given to expeditions passed through the hands of 
its chief *̂' I t was, however, on the point of being aban-
doned, when Father Junípero Serra's suggestions in 
1773, on its usefulness for supplying the Californias, 
led to its being continued and carefully sustained. To-
ward the end of the century the naval force consisted 

^ of three ships, two brigs, three schooners, and one 
I sloop." The personnel consisted of a naval com-
•: mander, seven other naval officers, one comisario and 
^ his assistant, eight clerks, seven chaplains, six sur-

geons, thirteen sailing masters, seven artillerymen, 
and five hundred and five petty officers, seamen, and 
landsmen, besides a number of mechanics and laborers 
in the navy-yard, Conde de ReviIIa Gigedo during 
his rule strongly urged removal to Acapulco ;*̂  but it 
was not removed, and in 1803 remained at San Blas 
without change,^ For defence, aside from its own 
garrison, it could rely on the forces in Nueva Galicia 

*®The garrison was more than doubled from 1766 to 1790. In the latter 
year it had three officers, 74 iufantry, and 28 artillerymen. The supplies were 
punctually fumished. Acapulco, Prov'ision, 'm Vir. Instruc, MS., 2d ser., 
no. 2, 6-31; ReviUa-Gigcdo, Bandos, no. 32, 1-8. No change was made to 
1800. Azanza, Instruc, MS., 171. 

»® Twenty-one brass guns were under way from ManiU. Revil a Gigedo, 
Instruc, MS., i. 528-30. 

""His residence was at the port itself. Greenhow's Hist., 112. 
«̂  In 1800 it had undergone a small change. One of the ships was lying 

useless a t Manila. Azanza, Instmc, MS., 194-6. 
^'' Looking for a better cUmate and other advautages. ReviUa Gigedo, In-

struc, MS., i. 533-7. 
^ Marquina, Instruc, 'm Instruc Vireyes, 188. 
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and the provincias intemas. The comandante de 
marina had, on his part, erected batteries along the 
coast for protection against pirates. 

Before concluding this review of the military es-
tablishment in Mexico let us examine the other 
branches connected with the service. The pay de-
partment had been in charge of the oficiales reales 
tiU December 1786, when a royal ordinance intrusted 
the whole financial business of the army to military 
intendentes, and to the provincial intendentes within 
their respective provinces.®* The totai expenditure 
of presidial and other forces, transportation, e tc , in-
cluding the presidios of the Philippines, and naval 
vessels on the Pacific and elsewhere, paid out of the 
Mexican treasury, was, in 1758, 882,227 pesos.*^ In 
1765-6, after the organization of the military forces, 
the yearly expense was 626,776 pesos.** The outlay 

•* Intendentes, Real Ordenanza, 347-407, 
^Cprtif. de las Merceeks, MS,, 33-56. 
<*Comandante-general's pay, $18,000; three marîscales de campo, $24,000; 

engineers, $5,800; detached officers, $13,620; 4 aides de camp, $2,424. The 
rest went for pay and allowances of the organized bodies of troops. Rivera, 
Oob. Mex., i. 402. A royal order of Jannary 17, 1791, made clearer a former 
one of August 6, 1776, in the sense that all pay and allowances of officerd 
serving in America should be in pesosfuertes de América (eightreales de pUta 
to each peso); those coming from Spain to have their pay reckoned from the 
day of leaving port. Back pay due in Spain and made good in America to hé 
at the rate of Spain, calcuUting each peso fuerte at two escttdos de vdlon. The 
Spain rate to be allowed any officer of America who was in Europe on leave, 
or for any otherpurpose. Ordeneade laCorona, MS., vL 63-64. Undervarious 
royal orders, officers of thearmy, belowthegradeof general, whohad heldmil-
itâfy govemments in America by specUl roysQappointment, not at their solicita-
tion, were to be retained with the pay of their rank, andif possible employedj 
but if nolonger needed in America wereaUowed 12months' extra pay of their 
grade, General officers were excluded from that benefit, because when not in 
actual command or office they were allowed their fuU pay en cttarteL Id., 75-78. 
Under a law of 1781 men of the rank and file who had served 25 or 35 years, 
and continued in the service, received not only the allowances awarded to 
shorter terms, but also the fuU pay of their rank. Drammers, fifers, timbrel-
pUyers, and Immpeters who haíd served 35'years could not obtain the brevet 
of âíférez, but in lleu thereof they received $14§, AU such allowances ceased 
when the men were promoted to officers; th s nnder a royal order of Febraary 
1, 1788, Other Uws favored veterans who reenlisted, A regnUtion of 1810 
established the eztra allowance of 112^ reales per month and tíie grade of first 
sergeant for privates honorably serving 30 consecutive years, and the brevet 
rank of Uentenant with a retired pension of 260 reales mcnithly for those who 
served honorably 40 cmiBecntive years, StUI another royal order of July 8, 
1811, permitted the Utter to contínne in service if they were able-bodied. 
Mex. Cuad. de ForamUarios, 40. 

sa 
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was largely augmented by the cost of the defences of 
the port of Vera Cruz, the depot at Perote, and the 
foundry at Tacubaya, The expense at Vera Cruz 
closely approached $1,500,000, and that at Anton 
Lizardo exceeded $1,250,000. I have no record of 
the rest. 

The expense, in 1789, for troops, including $98,316 
for the naval station of San Blas, is stated to have 
been $2,594,681^^ out of a total paid by the treasury 
during the year of $3,424,995. The military budget 
for 1805 had risen to $3,500,000, to which must 
be added $500,000 more for arsenals, fortifications, 
etc,*^ In 1809 the outlay is given at the same round 
figures, four million dollars,^^ A regular system of 
pensions had also been established in Mexico and the 
rest of America to conform with that of old Spain, ex-
cept in the amounts, A royal order of September 29, 
1761, authorized the foundation of the montcpío mili-
tar, out of which was to be paid to the widows and 
orphans, or, should there be none, to the mothers of 
army or navy officers serving and dying in America, 
a 3'early allowance, according to the pay of the officer 
at the time of decease, In 1773 were issued rules for 
the uniform observance of that decree, and the rates 
of yearly allowance, as well as the amount to be de-
ducted from each officer's pay to swell the montepío 
fund, were fixed,^° 

^' The presidial saUriesare set down a t only $153,707. Not. de N. Esp., m 
Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, ii. 40. An officUI account of 1786 gives theexpense 
for the military forces in the provincias intemas (without the Californias or the 
Pacific ports) at §951,084. Estado general que manifiesta, etc, MS. The com-
mandant of a presidio could not dispose of his company's funds without the 
sanction of the habilitado, who on his part could donothingto the prejudice 
of any member of the company, and was obliged to supply the mcn with 
goods at rates that neither he nor they had any power to alter. Purchases 
were made by the habilitado in public, and -with the intervention of the 
ayudante inspector, so that i t was not easy to monopolize effects and prices. 
The efí'ects were often bought at 20 per cent below the fixed rates of the 
presidios. VelcLsco, Son., 98; ÍSOC. Mex. Geog., Boktin, viii. 394. 

**The cost for 3099 men in the provincias interaas is not given; it 'n 
probably included in the $1,200,000 given as the cost of the presidios. NoL de 
N. Esp., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, ii. 24. 

6»Military force, $1,800,000; San Cárlos de Perote, $200,000; fortifica-
tions and unforeseen, $2,000,000. Torrente, liev. fíisp. Am., IntrocL, i. 19. 

'"The following were the allowances according to rank: captain-general, 
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To swell the fund of the montepío militar the fol-
lowing deductions were made from each officer's pay 
from the time when he first entered the service: half 
a month's pay retained once; eight maravedís de plata 
fuerte out of every peso fuerte; the increase of pay 
for the first month in the case of officers promoted to 
higher rank and the amount of the whole month's 
salary in the case of officers and officials newly em-
ployed.^^ With the view of creating 2i,fondo de invd-
lidos, from which invalided officers and soldiers were 
to draw pensions, it was ordered by the crown Jan-
uary 14, 1775,^^ that a deduction of eight maravedís 
de plata should be made from the pay and extra allow-
ances of officers and men in actual service. 

The jurisdiccion eclesiástica castrense, or the eccle-
siasticaî jurisdiction of the army and navy of Spain 
and her I.ndies, was under the vicario general de los 
reales ejércitos y armadas, an office annexed to that of 
the patriarca de las Indias y capellan mayor of the 

$1,125; lieutenant-general, $750; mariscal de campo or rear admiral, $625; 
brigadúr and colonel, $500; lieutenant-colonel, $375; sargento mayor, or 
major, $319; captain, $188; adjutant, $169; lieutenant, $120; sub-Iieutenant 
or alférez, $94. The same privilege was awarded to the widows and orphans, 
or mothers of civil officials belonging to the pay department of the army or 
navy, The foUowing exceptions were established, Widows, orphans, or 
mothers of offioers who, after the foundation of the montepio, married with a 
rank below that of a fuU captain in the aimy, or a teniente de fragata in the 
navy, had no cUim to the&IIowance, unless their husbands, fathei's, or sons had 
died in battle; in this event those heirs were entitled to the pay. The same 
rale applied to officiaU connected with the pay department of the navy who 
had not attained the grade of a purser of a ship of the Une, ReviUa Gigedo, 
Bandos, no, 27. An order of Febraary 21, 1789, the widows, e tc , of oíficers 
who married after being sixty years old. Gaz. Méx. (1788-9), iii. 363. 

^' Agreeably to the royal order of April 20,1761, establishiug the montepio 
militar, Real Dedaracion, in Reaks Ordenes, ii. 305-31. The montepío was 
not founded in New Spaîn tiU February, 1765, I t was done with the fund 
accumuUted by taking from each officer one whole month's pay, and 2^ per 
cent from his ranning pay; to that were added $2,000 annually, taken from 
the fondo de vacantes tnayores y menores; widows and orphans received one 
fourth of the pay their husbands or fathers obtained at the time of their death. 
Later all excesses coUected under the 2^ per oent were reimbursed. The 
income of the fund tiU 1792 was $362,381; the out-go $119,692. ReviUa 
Oigedo, Indmc, MS., 5-8, The eight maravedís taken from every dollar 
of'an officer or official's pay were to be also deducted from all other allow-
ances he might have from the treasury, under royal orders of 1779, 1788, and 
1791, No snch discount could be made from persons enjoying pensions from 
the montepío fund. ôrdenes de la Corona, MS., vi, 68-72. 

^'Further expUnations were issued in October, 1791. Ordenes de kt 
Corona, MS,, 67-«8. 72. 

I 
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sovereign by the brief of Pope Clement X I I I , issued 
in 1762, with special powers and privileges renewable 
every seven years. I t was exercised in the Indies by 
tenientes vicarios generales, which title was usually, 
though not necessarily, conferred on the diocesan 
bishops by the vicario general, To do away with all 
doubts and disputes on the subject of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, the pope on June 12, 1807, referring to 
and confirming all previous briefs pertinent to the 
subject, placed, at the king's request, under the ex-
clusive control of the vicario general, and detached 
from that of the ordinaries, all persons, clergymen 
included, belonging to the military service in any of 
its branches, and all who held the fuero militar, with 
their families, employés, or servants, The followers 
of the army, and al individuals subject to military 
rule, forts, fortresses, castles, schools and colleges, hos-
pitals, factories, arsenals, navy-yards, war-ships, and 
transports were placed under the same jurisdiction.'^ 

The judiciary system in its connection with the 
service also deserves attention. By royal orders of 
1606, 1616, 1617, 1633, and 1634, the commandants 
of castles and forts were clothed with judicial powers 
over all causes, civil or crirainal, of the troops and 
people within their respective commands. Appeals 
were allowed to the governing captâin-generals, 

Militia officers and men, wliile in active service, 
had the privilege of fuero militar, Neither the audi-
encias nor the alcaldes del crímen could intervene in 
their civil or criminal trials, w^hich had to be adjudi-
cated upon, in the first and second instances, by the 
captain-generals, or comandaiites generales; and ap-
peals from their decisions wcnt to the junta de guerra 
de Indias in Spain.^* StiII, any person, possessed of 
that privilege, if found committing an offence against 
the general laws, or soon after, might be arrested by 

" And every place or building peraianently applied to the uses of the army 
and navy. Zumora, Bih. Lei/. UU., vi. 190-205; Méx., Providencias Dioce-
sanas, .MS., 20, 21, .33-35, 68, 69, 106; lieal Ôrd., Eno. 21, 1791 (with autog. 
sign of King Cárlos IV. and sec), in ReviUa Gi<jedo, Baudos, no. 34. 
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a juez ordinario, but he must be forthwith surrendered 
to the 'juez de su fuero.''" 

A supreme court of military justice, under the 
name of supremo consejo de guerra, was created, or 
rather the court formerly existing was reorganized in 
November 1773,'* the king retaining for himself the 
presidency of it. In later times the administration 
of justice under the fuero militar was subdivided iii 
minor courts, one for each branch of the military ser-
vice 

77 

Persons possessed of the fuero militar preferred to 
fight or litigate in their own camp, having little re-
spect or regard for any authority but their own, ánd 
committing offences that might not have occurred if 
punishment by the common courts had been certain. 
The question of fuero. not the military one alone, for 
there were others, has been in Spanish countries a 
great evil in the body politic, untiî completely eradi-
cated, as wiU afterward appear in the course of this 
history. 

*̂ The fuero militar could be waived, however, under a Uw of December 
31,1642, by officers and men, La contracts or deeds of conveyance. Recop. Ind., 
605-11. 

'* ReviUa Gigedo, Bandos, no. 22. In 1790 it was decUred that servants 
of military men employed in their country estates, factories, or business, 
wholly foreign to the mUitary service, were not entitled to the fuero miUtar. 
Id., no. 26. 

*̂ Reaies ôrdenes, iL 1-17. 
^' AII such causes were, however, under the almost exclnsive jurisdiction 

of the viceroy as captain-general, who, by and with the advice of an auditor 
de gtterra, who was usually one of the oidores of the audiencia, adjudicated 
in the premises. In appeals, which were made to the captain-general him-
self, he associated another justice with the auditor de guerra. In affairs of 
navy persons there was first in Vera Craz a juzgado de matríctda presided 
over by the govemor of Vera Craz; later, a,juzgado de marina was established 
for such cases. Lerdo de Tejada, Apunies, 38&-91. 

1 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

E X P U L S I O N OF THE J E S U I T S . 

1720-1810, 

T H E S O C I E T Y OF J E S U S I N M E X I C O — L A S T SERVICES—MORAL CONDITION— 

SQUABBLES ABOUT TITHES, AND THE CONSEQUENCES—THE SITUATION IN 

MEXICO AND THE W O E L D IN 1750—MEMBEES, HOUSES, AND MISSIONS 

IN MEXICO IN 1767—CONVEETS MADE—UNSUCCESSFUL RENUNCIATION 

OF M i s s i O N S — C L O U D S P O E T E N T O U S O F D I S A S T E R — P E E S E C U T I O N IN 

POETUGAL AND F R A N C E — O B L O Q U Y A N D REFUTATION—EXPULSION FROM 

SPANISH DOMINIONS AND OTHEE NATIONS—CAUSES THEREFOR—HOW 

E F F E C T E D I N MEXICO—SUFFEEINGS OF THE E x i L E S — H A R S H TREAT-

MENT—MEANS OF S U P P O R T — R E V O L U T I O N A R Y M O V E M E N T S I N MEXICO 

Q u E L L E D — R E L E N T L E S S P U N I S H M E N T OF T I I E L E A D E R S — P A P A L S U P -

PRESSioN OF T H E S O C I E T Y — L A T E B M O D E R A T I O N — T H E O R D E R RESTORED 

AND R E A D M I T T E D I N M E X I C O TO B E AGAIN E X P E L L E D . 

W E come now to one of those episodes in the his-
tory of intellectual development which occasionally 
startle us from our contemplation of the raore usual 
monotony of facts; in this instance an episode which 
causes us to w^onder at a state of human society that 
could evolve such phenomena, There are few events 
in the annals of the race, very few upon its later pages, 
wherein is so displayed the mighty power of one over 
thé many, not of one mind over the will of the inany, 
as frequently occurs in the great currents of supersti-
tion, but the arbitrary and unjust domination, the 
iron tyranny of one will over the minds and bodies of 
miUions, In the midst of its palmiest days, at a time 
when its wealth and influence are almost liniitless, 
the church throws a faint, almost imperceptible scowl 
a t the state, and instantly one of her most powerful 
divisions is hurled hence, and dissipated to the winds; 
and this in a Catholic country, by a Catholic monarch, 

(426) 
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f 

and in defiance of the pope of Rome. I t was during 
the administration of the marqués de Croix that New 
Spain, as well as the other dominions of the Spanish 
crown, was subjected by Cárlos I I I . , their king, to 
this catastrophe which brought to thousands humilia-
tion and distress. 

I have given, with sufficient detail, the origin and 
progress in Mexico of the society of Jesus to the end 
of the seventeenth century. The order continued to 
spread during the next hundred years, and its hold on 
the country was such that, to all appearances, no 
power could shake it so long as it pursued its estab-
lished policy.* In 1732 the Jesuits entered the field 
of Guanajuato, and took initiatory steps toward 
founding a college in the city of that name. The site 
was determined, and the appurtenances received in 
September,^ but it was not until 1744 that the royal 
authorization was obtained.^ The corner-stone was 
laid in 1747,fifty thousand pesos having been secured, 
besides four haciendas valued at double that sum.* 
The church of the college was consecrated in 1765. 
There was at Leon in Guanajuato a heaterio of Jesuit 
women for the education of girls, the only one in 
America. In Michoacan the order had a mission in 
San Juan Puruándiro of the district of Patzcuaro.^ 
The college of San Javier was given to the society by 
the bishop of Michoacan. In Jalisco, the conversion 
of the natives of Nayarit was taken in hand by the 
Jesuits in 1720.® They labored in that barren field 

' The society's extraordinary privileges had been at various periods—1708 
to 1757—renewed by the papal court, the last extension being for twenty 
years. MoreUi, Fast. Nov. Orb., 518-625, 

*It is stated that as early as 1616 the people there had asked for Jesuits; 
and there was a tradition that for fifteen days before a priest named Vidaí 
visited the place, the fonn of a Jesuit was seen in the pnlpit of the parish 
church, Vidal vanquished and drove out the devil, who had decUred that 
he would preveht the Jesuit entry, Lazcano, Vida dd P. Oviedo, 270-5, 

'^Alegre, HisL Comp. Jesus, iu. 241-3, 284-6. 
*As many as 500 miners helped at the work on certain days without 

wages, and yet the coUege and its magnifi<;ent temple cost over haJf a miUion 
pesos. Romero, Mich., 160-1, 

* ViUa-Senor y Sanchez, Tíieatro, iL 28, 
0 When these people eamestly asked for them, They had since i635 re-

I j 
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amidst difficulties and hardships, Much of the trouble 
arose from the conduct of the whites, including the 
troops of the presidio, whose captain could not control 
them,^ 

The inoral condition of the province seems to have 
been satisfactory to the general of the order in 1747, 
as he so expressed himself to the provincial in Mexico, 
who in his turn made it known to his subjects, in his 
letter enjoining the strictest discipline, in order that 
the general's words should be sustained,^ The ques-
tion of payment of tithes by the society on its estates 
had been for several years a cause of contention be-
tween it and the archbishop, in which the real audi-
encia sided wáth the latter, In December, 1734, the 
jueces hacedores of the archdiocese passed a decree, 
wherein, after noticing the decrease in the amount 
paid by the managers of the haciendas owned by the 
society in New Spain aiid the Philippines, the col-
lection was provided of the full tithes due for that 

» year by the aforesaid estates, The judges also pub-
l lished censuras against their managers and several 
l other members of the society, even though it had an 
^ appeal pending before the audiencia, The provincial 

refused to accede to the demand, and pretended to pay 
little or no heed to the censuras,^ However, in Oc-

fused christianity, and in 1713 declined to listen to the Franciscan friar 
Antonio Margil, and even struck his face with a fox. Arkgui, Chrán. Zac, 
173. 

' The troops were made up of bad men who countenanced the Indians in 
their idolatrous and other evil practices, to gain their good-wiU, and thereby 
get them to work on their farms, and to show them where tlie good mines were. 
Alegre, Hist.Comp. Jesus, iu. 238-9. I t is said that in the Nayarit missions, 
whilst the Jesuits had them the Indians were confessed only in articulo mor-
tis, frequently through an interpreter. Mascres, Informe, in Pinart, CoL Doc 
Mex., 209. 

* ' Y que 8Í ay, como en comunidad de hombres, sv mal necessario, se cor-
rigen, y se dan Us peuitencias.' Pa^jeles de Jesuitas, MS., no. 43, 1-11. 

' l t was cUimed that the censuras had no value whatever inforo conscien-
tice; that they had no power over members of the order of Jesus, because it 
was not subject to the authority decreeing them, but directly to that of the 
holy see; that as they were null and void inforo interno et externo, they im-
posed no obligation of asking for or accepting absolution ad huc a<l cautelam. 
I t was also alleged that a royal order of October 4, 1705, pursuant to a papal 
buU of October 10, 17(J4, had forbidden the ordinaries of Mexico, Central 
AmericB, and the Philippiues from issuing excommunications against mem-
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tober 1735, the provincial proposed to the audiencia a 
temporary arrangement, which was rejected May 12, 
1736, on two grounds: first, that the provincial had 
insulted the archbishop-viceroy and the members of 
the audiencia; and second, that he had paid no re-
spect to the censuras issued against the priests admin-
istering the haciendas of the society. I t was ordered 
that the collection of the whole tithesfor 1734 should 
be made, and that a copy of the proceedings should 
be forwarded to the royal council at Madrid.̂ ® The 
provincial had objected to the second order to pay the 
decimal tax, entering a solemn protest against it, and 
adding that as it would not be decent for his peo-
ple to use other weapons than those of reason, the 
coUector of tithes would need no armed force to effect 
his purpose, but only assistants to measure, count, and 
weigh.^* 

The subject having been duly considered in the 
king's coi^ncil, it was decreed" that the payment of 
the tithes should be enforced, and censures, if neces-
sary, applied. The society was required, under that 
decree, to produce sworn statements of the produce of 
its estates subject to tithes; afterward, if it had 
any exceptions to make, to send them to the royal 

bers of the reguUr orders, except in such cases as the conncil of Trent and 
oertain papal buUs then in force, anthorized them, Segura, Defensa Canônica, 
MS,, 1-203, The author of this work, Father Nicolás de Segura, being the 
præposítus of the casa profesa in Mexico, in 1743, was discovered dead by 
stranguUtion, npon his bed, the morning of the 8th of March, The lay 
brother who acted as door-keeper said, ' En el monte está quien el monte 
quema,' Five days Uter, on the 13th, at daybreak, the sententious brother 
was also found dead by stranguUtion, Some túne iífter it was reported that 
the anthor of those dêeds, another Uy-brother, had been discovered, confined, 
and ^terward taken to Rome, The affair was hushed up and remained a 
mystery ever after, Dicc. Univ. Hist. Oeog., x, 376-7. 

^'Auttos Secrettos, in Mex. Doc. Ecka., MS,, no, 1, 1-82. See also Diez-
mos de Ind., nos. iv., ix,, xii,-xiv, 

i^The conclnding words of the document are characteristic, conveying 
as they do maligmuicy under the garb of hnmbU submission, It was to be 
understood, he said, that the assent by the manager of an estate tothe demand 
for one out of every ten, would be like that of a peaceable unarmed travel-
ler patiently svbmittíng to aecessity when stopped on his way, and forced 
to surrender hi« goods, Barba, Respueata, in Segura, Defensa Canánica, 
MS., 211-14, 

"Juneie, 1736, Diezmoa, Reai Cédvia, officUl oopy, 1-15. 
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council. The audiencia in Mexico decreed October 
8, 1736, the fulfilment of the royal order. 

The matter did not stop here. The Jesuits were 
shownng a marked disposition toward the acquisition 
of w^orldly wealth, and no more fondness for pay-
ing taxes than have most corporations, But finding 
that they could not escape the infliction, they did the 
next best thing: they paid as little as possible. lu 
the reign of Fernando VI. , through Father Pedro 
Ignacio Altamirano, they made with that sovereign in 
January 1750 acontract of compromise for the tithes, 
under which they acquired privileges and facilities 
denied to other religious orders, They were thereby 
privileged to pay one out of every thirty-one, instead 
of one out of every ten, This concession was not only 
an unfair discrimination against the other religiosos, 
and in fact against all other producers, but had 
been actually obtained under a false representation of 
the quality and quantity of the crops, As a natural 
consequence, the ecclesiastical chapters of other re-
ligious orders in due time represented the facts to 
Fernando's successor, Cárlos I I I . , who referred them 
to his council; and though the pleas of the attorney 
of the society of Jesus were duly weighed, the crown's 
fiscales found them wanting, and asked that the so-
called transaccion, having been obtained on false pre-
tences, should be declared null, whether it was looked 
upon as a compromise or as a favor, for the right of 
the crovvn to the tithes recognized no privileges either 
anterior or posterior granted by the holy see. There-
upon they insisted that the Jesuits should be in 
future compelled to pay tithes like other producers. 
The attention of the council was also called to the 
studied policy of the Jesuit society in delaying tha 
conclusion of this tithes question for over a century, 
to the injury of the royal treasury, The council, com-
posed of eleven members, stood six to five in favor of 
submitting the case to the supreme court of justice. 
The king then called a council of members drawn from 

T 
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the councils of Castile, the inquisition, 6rdenes, and 
hacienda or exchequer, to which were also invited 
several distinguished theologians who took part in the 
deliberations. Of the eleven members constituting 
this council, ten cast their votes for the annulment 
of the compromise, and thus it was declared in the 
royal decree of December 4, 1766. The Jesuits were 
then required to pay thereafter one per decem upon 
all the produce of their haciendas, ranchos, and in-
genios, or sugar plantations.^^ 

The society of Jesus on the 31st of August, 1750, 
had in the province of New Spain, which included 
Guatemala, Cuba, and Florida, 625 members, of whom 
382 were ordained priests. About one half of them 
were natives of America, and the larger portion of 
the latter were bom in Mexico.^* In the summer of 
1767, when disaster overtook the society, there were 
in the province of New Spain 418 priests, 137 esco-
lares, and 123 coadjutors, making a total of 678, 
of whom 464 were natives of America, 153 from 
Spain, and 61 foreigners." The society had in the 
province one casa profesa in the city of Mexico, 
23 coUeges, one house of probation, eight convictus 
et seminaria, and five residences, I t had taken root 
in every province of the country, controUing 103 mis-
sions with 104 priests, besides one visitador-general 
of missions and his associate.^^ In 1766 the provin-
cial, Father Francisco Ceballos, had, after due delib-

^'The viceroy had the orders published in Mexico, and endeavored to 
execnte them, but the Jesuits again opposed a resUtance. Rivera, Oob. Mex., 
i. 408-9, 

^* In the Spanish dominions, including all Ameríca and the PhUippines, 
there were 5,167, of whom 2,774 were priests; in Portugal, 1,754, of whom 
927 were priests; in France, 1,542, of whom about haU were priests, In the 
world, 22,642, of whom 11,345 were ordained priests. Cai. Personarum d 
DomicUiamm (1-21); Comp. Jesus, CoL Oen., 24, 

" Comp. Jeaua, Caiâiogo, 4-70, The neofjiytes converted and dh-ected by 
the order in Mexico were 122,000; in the rest of America, 191,000; in the 
FhiUppines, etc, 165,000; making a total of 478,000, To that number must 
be ad^d the neophytes in the Portuguese poBsessions. Boero, note, in Exptd-
aion dea Jéauitea, 220. 

*̂ In Upper Pimeria, 8; Sonora, 18; Sinaloa, 16; Chinipas, 7; Taraumara, 
13; Tepehuane, 12; Piastía, 10; Nayarit, 6; Lower CalifomU, 13. Cat. Per-
aonarum d Domietí. (1-21). AU ezUted in 1767. 
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eration, solemnly relinquished to the viceroy all the 
missions, more especially those in California, offering 
to establish others among the heathen whenever de-
sired. This must have been put forth as a test, with 
a full conviction tha t the surrender could not and 
would not be accepted, And so it proved, The 
viceroy called a council, consisting of oidores, the 
auditor de guerra, and the fiscal, who asked the opin-
ions of the bishops and governors of the regions 
where the missions w^ere situated, The bishops and 
most of the governors objected to the renunciation, 
stating their reasons, The viceroy then referred the 
matter to the crown,*^ 

This great association, notwdthstanding its wealth 
and almost unlimited sway over the Roman Catholic 
mind and conscience, w âs now to undergo a great 
calamity. Persecution, dire and relentless, was at 
hand. On the 27th of February, 1767, King Cárlos 
I I I . , after a consultation wdth his intimate coun-
sellors, and for reasons that he reserved in his royal 
breast, issued a mandate to his minister of state, the 
conde de Aranda, for the expulsion from his domin-
ions in Europe, America, and Asia of all the mem-
bers of the society of Jesus,^^ that is to say, ordained 

*' Meanwhile the California missionaries asked to be at least relieved of 
the two southera missious, which were troublesome, overtasked, and less 
fruitful, particularly since the opening of mines. The request was not 
granted. Clavigero, Stm-ia CaL, ii. 1G9-70. 

'*Tlie order had been expelled from the dominions of King José I. of 
Portugal, by a royal decree of September 3, 1750, in which the Jesuits were 
declared traitors and rebels, and the society's estates confiscated. On the 
same date of the previous year the king was shot at and wounded in the pub-
lic streets, and the Jesuits were accused of being at the bottom of a plot; 
three of their number were imprisoned, and the chief among them suíFered 
death, against the express disapproval of the pope. The expulsion was said 
to be the work of the minister of state, marqués de Pombal, the first to raise 
the standard of persecution, who had resolved to reform the church, bringing 
its members under the control of the royal government; to accomplish which 
he committed numerous acts of despotism and craelty, notably those against 
the Jesuits. So was asserted by their friends. The expulsion from Portugal 
was foUowed by the suppression of the order in France. A decree of the 
parliament of August 6, 17G2, declared it inadmissible in any civilized state, 
because of its hostility to natural rights, as well as to spiritual and temporal 
authority. The society should be dissolved and its property confiscated. 
Other decrees were passed, and finally, King Louis XV., in November 1764, 
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priests, lay-brothers, or coadjutors who had taken t h e 
first vow, and novices who refused to abandon thef 
society, together with sequestration of their estates,** 
The order was confirmed by the pragmatic sanction 
of April 2d, published the same day, making known 
the royal action in the premises, and that the exiled 
would be allowed, out of the income of the suppressed 
society's property, a yearly pension of one hundred 
pesos to each ôrdained priest, and ninety pesos t a 
each lay-brother, the foreign born and those of im-
moral conduct being excepted. I t was strictly for-
bidden them to write anything savoring of rebellion 
against the royal act, under penalty, in the event of" 
violation of that clause, if it ^vere only by a singla 
member, of the forfeiture of the pensions of all his 
brethren. Nor was this all, Any Jesuit who should, 
without the king's express leave, return to the Span-
ish dominions under any pretext whatsoever, eveii 
that of having resigned from the society and being 
absolved of its vows, would be treated as a proscript, 
incurring if a layman the penalty of death, and if a 
priest that of confinement, at the option of the ordi-

nanes. 
20 

extinguished the order, permitting its members to reside in France subject:-
to the ordinaries, and snbmissive to the laws of the kingdom, though later 
they were forced to quit the country. The suppression was the result, as • 
the partisans of the Jesuits alleged, of palace intrigues. Madame de Pom-
padour, the king's mUtress, entertained a great animosity to the order, 
because of the opposition of one or more of its members to her residence -
at court, and bronght her influence to bear upon the king, the minister,. 
duc de ChoUeuI, and other men, all affiliated in the new school of philoso- -
phers, to accompUsh the rain of the society of Jesus. I t is not my purpose,. 
it being not within the scope of this work, to enter into a fuU disquisition 
of the actual causes that prompted the policy of these two prominent sons of 
the Roman church, the kmgs of France and Portugal, nor into the history of 
their negotiations on the subject with the head of the church. The question J 
is fuUy treated by a number of writers, to whom I must refer the reader. 
Among them may be mentioned: Expvision des Jesuites; Encychpædicc 
Brítannicå; Dictionnaire de la Converaation; Bustamante, Supkm., in Cavo,. 
TresSigUa; Id., Expairvidon, in AUgre, Hist. Comp. Jesus; Beaufort, His-
toire des Papes; Alaman, Disertaeiones; Mendo, Crisia Comp. Jesus (L-xiiL),-. 
and 1-284. 

^'Snbseqnent decrees prescribed the mode of disposing of the property.. 
Beleûa, Recop., i. pt. iu. 336-40, 

^Aiders and abettors, and persons knowLag of such arrivals who failed t o 
make them known to the anthorities, incurred the penalties prescribed in ther 

Hnr. M x., VOL. m . 28 
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The causes prompting the Spanish sovereign to 
adopt so extreme a measure, very much against his 
feelings^^ as we have been told by some friends of the 
victims, were, as I have said, reserved to himself I t 
has been asserted tha t the grounds on which the 
council based its advice were purposely or otherwise 
removed from sight, thus not enabling us to judge 
with any degree of certainty wliat it was that had 
biassed the king's mind; and fault has been found with 
his reticence in a case calling, in his judgment, for so 
severe a punishment. Bu t if tha t record is lost, the 
causes are extant in another equally important docu-
ment, of which I possess a copy and will take notice 
in this connection. 

A measure of such magnitude affecting so vitally 
the interests of the church, could not have been con-
summated by a faithful Catholic and high-minded 
king and gentleman, such as Cárlos I I I . , without ap-
])ri.sing the Roman pontiff of the intention, and per-
haps of some of his motives. H e dutifully discharged 
tha t obligation. His action met with opposition on 
the part of Clement X I I I . , who felt both distressed 
and indignant; indeed, the destruction of a religious 
order from which the papacy derived so much sup-
port and so large a revenue, could but be unpalatable, 
aside from other considerations, such as the possibility 
of the pensions being suddenly stopped, and the 
pope's treasury becoming burdened with the mainten-
£Lnce of the poverty-stricken. His Holiness made up 
îii.s mind not to receive the ejected Jesuits in his do-
îninions.^'^ StiII, Cárlos was a powerful monarch, and 
a stubborn one, upon whom the fulminations of the 
vatican would fall harmless; conciliation was then the 

Toyal rescript. Comp. Jesus, Catáhgo, 1-2, 36-73; Beleíia, Recoji., L pt. iii. 
337; CoL RealDecreto, Feb. 27, 1767, in Reaks Ord., v. 226-39. 

•'i He has not been included among persecutors out of extreme charity for 
his blindness. Exptdsion desJt'svites, pref. He acted 'siguiendo agenos m-
flujos.' Ahman, JJi<f. MéJ., L 83. 

'^^This is made to appear in the official correspondence of the duc de 
Choiseul, and the marquis d'Aubeterre, French ambassador at Rome. Expul-
sion des Jésuites, 398-438. 
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f only available recourse, I t was thought that he 
might be amenable to papal reasoning; that some-
thing might be gained by a friendly interference to 
obtain a revocation, or at least a suspension of the 
obnoxious decree, The plan was tried and failed, In-
deed the pope's brief of April 16th, overpraising the 
virtues and other merits of the Jesuits, at that par-
ticular time, and bespeaking favor for them, was a 
blunder; at all events, it did not mend matters, 

The king submitted the brief for advice to his coun-
cil, which on the 30th of the same month met in extra 
session, and after minutely reviewing its contents, 
expressed the opinion that the pope had no business 
to interfere in a matter so entirely temporal in its na-
ture, and of the king's exclusive province; and that no 
power on earth had any right to call him to account 
for his decision thereon, much less after he had, from 
pure courtesy, advised the pope of his action in the 
premises. The council, furthermore, not recognizing 
in the Jesuits the merits ascribed to them, but on the 
contrary many serious faults that made them daiiger-
ous, could see no reason why the sovereign should 
abandon or even modify his order.^^ I t concluded 

^ I t has been said that the real reason was that Clement XIII. and his 
minister Cardinal Torregiani had seen through the motives of the enemies of 
public order and opposed them with all their might. SchæU, Cours d'HisL, in 
AUtman, Disert., iu. 305. The king's council said, the hand of the Jesuit 
general, Lorenzo Ricci, could be detected in the brief, he being the confessor 
and spiritual adviser of the cardinal, with an influence potential. It charged 
the Jesuits with the introduction of false doctrines in tbe church and corrup-
tion of morals, probably referring to what has been pubUshed under the title of 
secret instractions of tlie Jesuits, of which I have a copy, but whose authen-
ticity I have no means of verifying. It accused them of being promoters 
and accomplices in several riots, rebelUons, and regicides in various kingdoms 
of Europe, as evidenced in solemn decisions standing against them in courts 
of justice; of being the persecutors of bishops, and keeping preUtes, chapters, 
orders, universities, e tc , in turmoil by banding themselves as to liave their 
own opinions and schemes prevail over those of other respectable corporations 
or persons: ' assi sedio â conoser U CompanU desde qe se fundo; y assi se 
haUaba quando V. M. se sirviô por su Rl. Decreto de 24 de Febrero mandarla 
extrafiar de sus Dominios.' The necessity was denied of the society's exist-
ence; and even its usefulness was greatly doubted, as it had tolerated super-
stition in America; and in the Philippines caused a revolt of the natives in 
favor of the English; and everywhere its members had made themselves the 
actual sovereigns; ' y en todas Us Yndias, como en el Paraguay, Moros, May-
nas y Orinoco, CaliforaU, Sinaloa, Sonora, Pigmería, Nayarit, TayanuUrit, 
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that the presence of the Jesuits in the Spanish domin-
ions was extremely prejudicial, through their complicity 
in traitorous at tempts, grasping and seditious spirit, 
fanaticism, disobedience, and intolerable pride. The 
unanimous decision of the members, the fiscales con-
curring, was tha t no discussion of the subject with 
the papal court sliould be entered into, and a mere 
acknow ledgment of the receipt of the brief should be 
returned in answ^er. 

Wi thou t discussing the merits of the charges pre-
ferred against the society for its conduct in Europe, 
or at tempting to deny its w-orldliness in the acquisi-
tion of property and its selfish efforts to escape the 
burdens weighing upon other members of the church 
and the body politic in America, and without laying 
particular stress on its overbearing deportment, several 
instances of which have been recorded in the course 
of this history, it must be confessed that the Jesuits 
maintained, if not perfect purity of conduct, at least 
a degree of virtue tha t made them the exceptional 
members of a church which had at tha t time, but for 
thcDi and a few other honorable exceptions, almost 
become an exemplar of vice. A t all hours and seasons 
they were found performing the offices of religion and 
charity. The service of God in their chúrches was 
reverent and dignified. They spread education among 
all classes; their libraries were open to all. They 

y otras naciones de Yndias, se han apoderadodeUsoberania. ' I t had treated 
Spaniards as enemies, depriving thcm of trade, and teaching them horrible 
things against the king"s service, of all which the pope was ignorant. Even 
the spiritual care of the' missions had been neglccted by the Jesuits, accord-
ing to their own confession in their intimate correspondence. Other charges 
were enumerated, one of the most serious being that the society had worked 
to bring about in Spain a change in the government to suit itself. ConsuUa 
del Consejo, in Popclcs de Jesuitns, MS., no. 6, 1-9. Accordrng to Alaman, 
Disert., iii. 315-17, the king was induced to believe thab the Jesuits had 
promoted a riot that occurred, with the purpose of deposing him, to prove 
which seditious papers were produced to him of such a nature that they 
could not be divulged without compromising the dignity of the crown and 
the decoram of the royal family. I t was also asserted that Cárlos III . was 
chagrined at the Jesuits ' opposition to a darling project of his, namely, the 
canonization of Juan Palafox, former bishop of Puebla and viceroy of Mexico, 
and of Brother Sebastian del Nino Jesus, who foretold him that he would be 
king of Spain, when he was not the heir presumptive. 
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incessantly taught the natives religion in its true 
spirit, as well as the mode of earning an honest living. 
Among the most notable instances, in support of this 
last assertion, are those of Nayarit, Sonora, Sinaloa, 
Chihuahua, and Lower California, where their efforts 
in the conversion of the natives were marked by per-
severance and disinterestedness, united with love for 
humanity and progress.'^* Had the Jesuits been left 
alone, it is doubtful whether the Spanish American 
provinces had revolted so soon, for they were devoted 
servants of the crown, and had great influence with 
all classes—too great to suit royalty, but such as.after 
all might have saved royalty in this quarter. 

Never was the king's absolute power made so mani-
fest as upori this occasion, when he determined to 
crush at one blow the inost powerful association in 
his dominions. The conde de Aranda, clothed with 
royal authority,^^ on the 20th of March circulated 
his orders, which contained minute instructions pre-
pared by Campomanes, the fiscal of the royal council, 
Everything had been foreseen, time and distances 
calculated, so that the society should be stricken 
without fail at one and the same moment, on the night 
between the 2d and 3d of April, A later order of March 
28th hastened the execution by two days in Madrid 
and neighboring places, and it was carried out on the 
night of the 31st of March. When the inhabitants 
awoke the next morning they learned with astonish-
ment that the Jesuits were already several leagues 

** Two distinguished officers of rank in the Spanish royal navy, Jorge Juan 
and Antonio UUoa, in a secret report to the crown upon affairs of South 
America, equally appUcable to Mexico, had noth ig but words of commenda-
tion of the Jesuits and their work. Jtian and UUoa, Not. Secrdas, in Quart. 
Rev., XXXV. 333-4. Azara, an adversary of the Jesuits, admits that they 
nsed their supreme authority over the missions with admirable moderation 
and mildness. Magarinos Cervantes, a liberal and judicious Spaniard, says 
that under Jesuit influence the administration of missions rose to the Tiighest 
grade of prosperity, and as soon as it fell into other hands they were ruined. 
Art. Ducrue, in Dicc Univ. Hist. Geog., ix. 240-1. Such statements are 
bome out by those of many other writers;Brigadier Diego Albear, Gonzalo de 
Doblás, lieutenant-govemor of Buenos Ayres, the traveller Pagés, who were 
eye-witnesses, Robertson, Raynal, Chateaubriand, Humboldt, etc. 

^Bdeiia, Recop., u. 387-8. 

^ n 
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from Madrid, on their way to the ports at w^hich they 
were to be embarked. I t was done with the utmost 
secrecy, and even the officers charged with the duty, 
though many of them were doubtless friends, relatives, 
and supporters of the victims, dared not disobey.^' 
To other parts of the Spanish dominions strict orders 
had been transmitted, and dates exactly fixed for 
the arrest of every member of the society of Jesus. 
Troops were at hand to aid the authorities should 
necessity arise. 

L e t us now return to New Spain and see how the 
order was executed; and let us mark carefully the 
method of it, for it is full of interest and instruction. 
Ear ly in the evening of the 24th of June 1767, the 
viceroy, marqués de Croix, received in the palace the 
audiencia, the archbishop of Mexico, and the rest of 
the high officials, whoni he had summoned to a meet-
ing for the consideration of an important and confi-
dential affair of state. Croix then produced a sealed 
package which he had received froin the supreme gov-
ernment. Upon removing the outer envelope there 
was found another, upon which was written the fol-
lowing words: " S o pena de la vida, no abrireis este 
pliego hasta el 24 de Junio á la caida de la tarde."^^ 
This cover being removed there were found instruc-
tions concerning the measures to be adopted in the 
arrest of the Jesuits, naming the men who were to do 
the work, and telling how they should do it. On rc-
moving the last wrapper the full order was found 
expressed in the following terms: " I invest you witli 
my W'hole authority and royal power that you shall 
forthwith repair with an armed force—á 'inano ar-
mada—to the houses of the Jesuits. You will seize 
the persons of all of them, and despatch them within 
twenty-four hours as prisoners to the port of Vera 
Cruz, where they will be embarked on vessels pro-

'^^Ahman, fíisL McJ., i. 82-4. 
-'Meaning, 'under tlie penalty of death you will not open this despatch 

till the 24th of June at nightfall.' 
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vided for that purpose. A t the very moment of such 
arrest you wiU cause to be sealed the records of said 
houses, and the papers of such persons, without allow-
ing them to remove anything but their prayer-books,. 
and such garments as are absolutely necessary for the 
journey. If after the embarkation there should be 
found in that district a single Jesuit, even if ill or 
dying, you shall suffer the penalty of death. Yo el 
Rey," these last words being the sovereign's autograph 
signature, and meaning I, the king.^^ 

Pursuant to this command the viceroy gave his 
orders; and on the 25th^® of June, a little before 
daybreak, the Jesuits were arrested in their resi-
dences, and their papers^ and effects seized. In the 
casa profesa the notification was made by José 
Areche, fiscal of the audiencia, to the father præpo-
situs, the provincial, Salvador Gándara, being then 
absent in Querétaro, and the other members, all of 
whom humbly submitted, knelt down, and prayed.^* 

*̂ Dávila, J. M., P. Saivador Gándara, in Dicc Univ., ui, 547. 
*' Some modern authorities by mistake say it was on the 20th, Zerecero, 

Mem. Rev. Mex., 442; Mora, Rev. Mex., iii. 264. 
"* Father Joseph Och repudiates the idea that anything detrimental to the 

Jesuits was found in their papers, but he made haste to destroy all the writ-
ings in his possession at the first opportunity. He denies the imputation that 
there was anything secret about the system or reUtions of the Jesuits, but 

f erhaps forgets himself when he admits that many persons would have given 
1,000 to speak to some of them when confined, and exults over the facfc 

that one man actually did smuggle himself in under the pretence of being a. 
doctor. Och, Reise, in Murr, Nachrichten, 94-6; Och, Joseph, Nachrichten von 
seinen Reisen, 1757 bis 1767, in Murr, Nachrichten. Halle, 1809. Och was a 
Jesuit priest who came to Mexico in 1756; soon after he was assigned to a 
mission in Pimería, and remained there till 1767, when he retumed in iU-
health to Mexico. He was one of the Jesuits expelled from the country, and 
seems to have been a socUble, joUy priest, and not over pious. His auto-
graph memoirs contain much information on the country and its inhabitants, 
but little on missions. In treating of the enemies of his order he indulges 
freely in sarcasm, reUting several exaggerated and even unsavory stories in 
reviling such goverament officials as had a hand in the expuîsion. The 
memoirs were given by Abbot Franz Huberti to Murr, who published them, 
as he telU us, reforming them to suit the public taste. Father Och died of 
åpoplexy in the Jesuit coUege of Wûrzburg early in July 1773, and only a 
few days before the suppression of his order. 

'^ The commissioner having demanded the consumption of the consecrated 
hosts in the ciborium previous to forming an inventory and seizing the sacred 
vases, Father Iragorri inquired if the Jesuits present desired to take the com-
munion, and all so expressed their wish. Bustamank, Expatrictcwn, in Akgre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, iii. 302; Id., Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 2. Fatíier 
Diego José Abad, a Tarasco Indian, uttered harsh remarks in Tarascan to-
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From that moment the Jesuits were kept confined in 
their colleges in Mexico, and troops were stationed 
în the crossings of the streets leading to them. 

That same day the viceroy published an edict to all 
the inhabitants ' 'de este imperio," notifying them of 
the king's peremptory order for the expulsion of the 
Jesuits, which he had put into execution. He warned 
all the king's vassals, without exception, of their duty 
to respect and obey his ever just decisions, which they 
were bound to venerate and aid to carry out with the 
utmost fidelity, or incur his Majesty's displeasure, 
and the severest punishment, should they by word of 
mouth or writing manifest any disapproval or hostility 
to the measure.^^ The people were told once for all 
tha t they were born to obey and hold their peace.''̂  

On the 28th the Jesuits were conveyed in coaches 
strongly guarded by troops to Vera Cruz, A t Guada-
lupe they were allowed by José de Galvez, the visita-
dor, wdio superintended the proceedings, to enter the 
santuario, w^here they sent up prayers to heaven for 
the happiness of a people who had ever idolized them. 
Large crow^ds of sorrowful friends surrounded the 
carriages. The entry into Jalapa resembled a trium-
phal march, though it was attended b}'" so much bitter-
ness. The throng in the streets was so large that 
the troops in some places had to open a way with tha 
but-ends of tlieir muskets.^* The exiles from the capi-
tal and neighboring parts finally arrived in Vera 
'Cruz, where they were gradually joined by their 
brethren from other provinces, who had been arrested 
and treated in the same inanner as themselves. Dur-

Father Iragorri. Areche then said to him: ' Father, were you to swear m 
Basque, you and your interlocutor must, whether it be to your liking or not, 
visit distant lands, and make your racket to people that do not know Indians 
as we do.' Af ter which he confined Abad in a cell, and placed two sentries 
over hini. Zerecero, ^Jrrn. Rcv. J/ex.,442. 

' * ' M e vcrú prccissado á usar del último rigor, y de execucion militar. 
Disposiciones Varius, iv. 67. 

^ ' De una vez para lo venidero deben saber los súbditos de el gran Mo-
narca que ocupa el Trono de Espa a, que nacieron para calUr, y obedecer, y 
no para discurrir, ni opinar en los altos assumptos del Govierao.' Id. 

** Rivera, fíist. Jalapa, i. 137-40. 
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ing the sojourn of the Jesuits in that port thirty-four 
of them died. 

On the 24th^ of October the government provided 
the requisite ships, and on that day the Jesuits em-
barked for Habana.^ Four days out there was a vio-
lent gale which dispersed the convoy, and nearly 
caused the destruction of all. November 13th they 
reached Habana, and were kindly treated by the gov-
ernor captain-general, their condition being truly 
pitiable. After recruiting their strength, having lost 
a few more members, they were reémbarked Decem-
ber 23d for Cádiz, where they arrived the 30th of 
the following March.^^ They were then taken to the 
puerto de Santa María, and together with many others 
placed in an asylum. In the middle of June, 1768, 
having lost fifteen of their brethren by disease at 
Santa María, they were reêmbarked, those from Mex-
ico numbering now about 528, for the Roman states, 
where they arrived only to be refused admission.'* 
The unfortunate exiles were then obliged to wander 
about the Mediterranean, suffering for the necessaries 
of life, closely confined in the ships, and subject to the 
harsh treatment of the commander, till they were 
finally given refuge in Corsica. But* as this island 
was the next year ceded to France,^^ they had to 
tiransfer themselves to Genoa, whence they eventu-
ally reached the papal states. In Naples and Parma, 
whose sovereigns depended on the king of Spain, the 
Jesuits met with no hospitality. 

** Och's Reise, in Murr, Nachriehten, 79-138, gives the dates of embarka-
tdon as the 22d and 23d. 

'® I t seems that ten priests, one escoUr, and three coadjutors were after 
aU permitted to remain in America, probably for advanced age and infirmities. 
Among them were fathers iFrancisco Chavez, José María Estrada, and RegU 
Salazar, kept in confinement in Puebla, and the first named eventually taken 
to Mexico. Eighteen novices abandoned the order in America, and 28 priests 
were allowed to remaLa in Spain. Comp. Jestts, Catáhgo, 88-90. 

" The barque Bizarra, with the provincial, Father Salvador de U Gándara, 
was driven upon the coast of Portugal, where she was on the brink of de-
Btraction. Bttstamante, ExpatTÍacion, in Akgre, Hid. Comp. Jesus, iu. 303; 
Id., Suplem., in Cavo, TresSighs, iU, 3, 

^Expulsion desJésuites, 44ÍB, 
" T h e dnc de Choisenl would not let them stay there, Akman, Diært., 

iU, 319^20. 

K̂ '̂̂ 1 
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Nearly all writers, both Protestant and Roman 
Catholic, even those who justify the act of expulsion, 
condemn the arbitrary and cruel manner of its execu-
tion, The Jesuits were arrested and violently han-
dled, as if theyhad been guiltyof heinous crimes, and 
without trial were driven from their homes and coun-
try, exposed to Avant,*° and compelled to live in Italy 
under pain of forfeiting the pittance allowed them for 
their support out of the millions that had been ruth-
lessly taken from them.*^ 

Returning again to Mexico, we shall see w^hat oc-
curred there. On the 18th of July 1767 the viceroy 
and audiencia issued an edict for the sequestration of 
the temporalities of the Jesuits, again warning the 
people to be obedient and submissive to the king's 
orders.*^ The expulsion of the society from Mexico 
was felt in various ways. I t was a heavy blow to the 

*" This was in violation of the king's order, which expressly said that they 
should be well treated: 'Se les tratará en la execucion con la mayor decencia, 
atencion, humanidad y asistencia.' Comp. Jesus, Col. Gen., 2. 

^̂  All the sovereigns of the Bourbon family demanded vi et arm'is of Pope 
Clement XII I . tha t he should abolish the society of Jesus fore\er, but he 
never accedcd to the demand, and death came to relieve him of his responsi-
bilities in 1768. His successor, Ganganelli, who took the name of Clement 
XIV. , was a Franciscan. He at once set to work to restore harmony with 
the (Satholic sovereigns, and was successful. But the sovereigns before 
mentioned being joined by Austria, and by the grand master of Malta— 
the last named had, April 22, 17G8, exiled the Jesuits from his dominions, 
allowing annually to each eighty Roman scuti—insisted on the abolition of 
the obnoxious society, and even made demoustrations to force compliance. 
The popc at last submitting to the inevitable, on the 21 st of July 1773, upon 
the plea that the society could no longer be useful, issued the famous bull, 
Domiints uc Jicch'inptor Noster, for its extinction. Clcincnte XJ V., Bula, 1-52; 
Reales ()rdejte<, v. 21)0-89; Beaufort, Ilist. dc hs Papas, v. 330. After Clem-
ent's death, in September 1774, Pius VI. confirmed all the prohibitions against 
objectiug to the suppression: 'imponiéndose perpetuo silencio en el asunto;' 
all violations were to be punished for disobedience and contempt of thc man-
dates of the pope and the king, and any disturbance of the public peace and 
high treason. Betena, Recop., i. pt. iii. 338. Jesuits residing in Prussia and 
Russia, engaged in the education of Roman Catholics, rcmained with the con-
sent of the respective sovereigns, Frederick I I . and Catherine I I . 

*^ March 14, 1768, was published another edict emhodying a royal order of 
November 11, 17()7, which forbade the retura of Jesuits, under any name, 
character, or pretext, to the Spanish dominions, without the king's special 
leave. iJisposicioncs Varias, iv., nos. 68 and G9. April 3, 17(ií', the viceroy 
made known other orders of the king and council to suppress from the uni-
versities and coUeges every chair called Jesuítica; and no texts of the order or 
recommended by it were to be thereafter used. In this he was seconded by 
the bishops. Id., nos. 70-72; Croix, Real Cédula, Ag. 12, 1768; Fabian, Cd. 
de Providendas, 455-61, 
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feelings of the people, because of the affection they 
bore it, and of the degradation inflicted on them 
by the assurance that they were mere serfs, born to 
obey, and not to think about, much less dispute, the 
acts of their master. Some persons, doubting the 
truth of the mandate, ventured to expostulate, and 
suffered for it.*^ 

But in destroying what the royal government con-
sidered an evil which must be eradicated at all hazards. 

GUANAJUATO, QuERtTAEO, AND M E X I C O . 

even against the dearest traditions of the people, every 
preparation had been made to confront any possible at-
tempts at rebellion, The fact should not be lost aight 

*3 A canon of Mexico, Francisco Javier de Esnaurrizar, for free utterances 
m private, was shut up in San Juan deUIúa. DoctorAntonioLopez PortiIIo, 
accused of being the author of a hostile article, was sent to Spain, and 
because of his great learning, then deemed very dangerous, was never ])er-
mitted to retura to his country. Bustamante, Expatriacion, in Akgre, JJ'tst. 
Comp. Jesus, iii. 305; Jd., Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Svjhs, iii. 5. In Jalisco 
the nuns sided with the Jesuits, and some fanatical prophecies were made 
in favor of the fathers' retura. The bishop of the diocese in 1768 reproved 

«lî 
•r 
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of that the natives of Spanish descent, being mostly at-
tached to the Jesuits,and at the same time displeased at 
the preference shown by the government to subjects 
from Spain, in open violation of the right and priv-
ileges given the former in the laws of the Indies, were 
indignant at the treatment the Jesuits had met with, 
and which could be regarded as nothing less than rank 
despotism, In and near the capital, where the govern-
ment had great military resources, the discontented 
could not openly resent the insult. But in the more 
distant parts the people imprudently gave vent to their 
feelings, and this in overt acts, planning a dangerous 
conspiracy against the Spaniards from Europe, and the 
government. There is no means of ascertaining what 
was its real scope, but it is believed that in Guanajuato, 
Michoacan, San Luis Potosí, and Querétaro, those 
who were engaged in it purposed to break the con-
nection with Spain, and establish in Mexico a mon-
archy with a Mexican dynasty. The plan had been 
matured with great secrecy, but owing to an im-
prudent act the revolt broke out prematurely in the 
towm of Apatzingan, seconded in Uruapan, and fol-
lowed up in Pátzcuaro, Guanajuato, San Luis de la 
Paz, and other places. The pretext alleged was the 
king's rescript for the expulsion of the Jesuits. Every-
where was heard the cry of mueran! mueran! There 
were constant violations of law and order; life and 
property became insecure. The motto was "nuevo rey 
y nueva ley." The creation of a nobility and other 
hare-brained projects was contemplated; but nothing 
was done toward accomplishing the national indepen-
dence except the removal from the court-rooms and 

them, quoting the words of the royal céduU. Rivas y Velasco, Carta Pas-
toraL passim. The government itself violated the order for silence, by pub-
lishing a pamphlet which pretended to give chronologically the offences of 
the society froni its installation. A pastoral of the bishop of Puebla of October 
2S, I7()7, was severely criticised by one Sambeli, who used abusive language 
against the goverament, accusing it and its agents of robbery, and assuring 
the king that he would get iio profit from the Jesuits ' estates, because ' á los 
ministros que aaduvieron en la danza se les ha pegado mucho en las unas 

'quien hurta á ladron gana cien anos de perdon.' Fabian, CoL de Prov-
idencias, 231-93; Lexarza, DiUgeticias, in Pap. deJesuíkis,'MS., no. 4,1-4. 
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other public places of the king's portraits, coats of 
arms, etc, Nor did the conspirators even attempt 
to restore order among their followers. When this 
state of things became known in Mexico, the viceroy 
clothed the visitador José de Galvez with full powers 
to crush the rebellion, and punish the leaders. Gal-
vez appointed commissioners to investigate, under his 
direction, the cases of treason, reserving for his own 
more particular scrutiny those in Valladolid, Guana-
juato, and San Luis Potosí, There was fighting in 
several places, Indians taking a prominent part, and, 
as might be expected, the disorganized rebels were soon 
defeated, the punishment of the leaders being both 
swift and severe.^ 

The Spanish and American Jesuits,to the number of 
about six thousand, residing in the pontifical capital 
and legations, were punctually paid their pensions. 
Some years later, in 1784, a royal order declared that 
they had a right to inherit and possess real and per-
sonal property, but this was subject to restrictions.*^ 

**€hdvez, Informe del Vidtador, MS., 11-48, 54-81; Oaivez, Informe Gen., 
138-9; Doc Hist. Mex., série iv. ii. 62-4; Iturribarría, in Soc Mex. Geog. 
Boktin, vii. 289-90; Alaman, Disert., iu. app. 66; Dicc Univ. Hist. Geog., 
X. 313. Upward of ninety persons perished on the scaffold, after undergoing 
the most crael torture, and their Umbs, exposed to view in high roads and 
public places, remained without burial for a long time. Many others were 
sentenced to crael cudgelings, or to hard labor in chain-gangs, and not a fcw 
to imprisonment for life. Mora, Rev. Méj., ui. 265-70; El Indicador de lafed. 
Mex., iii. 151-4. The visitador not only hanged some of the rioters of Gua-
najuato, but Uid a yearly tribute of $8,000 on the city, which proceeding told 
against the Spanish govemment in 1810. Akgre, Hist. Comp. Jesus (foot-
note), iii. 244. That odious tribute was paid by the tríbunai de minería every 
year tiU September 12, 1810, when Intendente RU o, to propitiate the good-
wUl of the people and avert the revolution, repealed it. Romero, Mich., 161. 

** To prevent the removal from the Spanish dominions of the proceeds of 
such estates, they were to be administered by the nearest reUtives of the 
heirs, without the privUege of selling, and with the obligation of investing 
moneys and other effects so as to obtain incomes therefrom. Ex-coadjutors, 
Û unmarried, were to receive one half the income diuing their lifetime; if 
married, two thirds; the other half or third, as the case might be, was for 
the administrator of the estate. The same rale applied to novices. The 
chUdren of ex-coadjutors or ex-novices were aUowed to reside in the Spauish 
dominions, by first obtaining, should there be no objection to their personal 
behavior, a special passport from the crown. Ordained priests were allowed 
one half the mcome; at their death the estates were to go to their legal heirs 
ab intestato. Whenever an ex-Jesuit acqnired by inheritance an income ex-
ceeding $200 a year, hU pension from the crown was to cease. Reaies ôrdenes, 
V. 412-17, 
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In 1796, with the invasion of the pope's states, the 
remaining Jesuits became dispersed, and the few 
Americans returned to their respective countries, 
Some of them had their pensions doubled and trebled, 
and received other compensations. But the privUege 
of living in their native country did not last long, 
The Spanish government, controlled by Godoy, the 
favorite of King Cárlos IV., caused the last survivors 
to be confined in convents.*^ 

The deputies from America and the Philippines to 
the national cértes in Spain, presented several peti-
tions for the restoration of the society of Jesus in the 
Indies, The eleventh and last was on the 16th of De-
cember 1810, and was ratified on the 31st of the same 
month by new members from Mexico. The reasons*'' 
adduced were the great importance of the society in 
promoting science, and the progress of missions which 
introduced and spread the Christian faith among the 

*^ Bustamante, Expatriacion, in Akgre, fíist. Comp. Jesus, iu. 304; Id., 
Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 4. Father Rafael de Célis, a native of 
Vera (_'raz, wrote in 1786 a catalogue of the province of Mexico containing 
biographical data, and showing the date of death of each member till the 
time of his own demise. The list was continued by Father Pedro ^Maniuez. 
Only 99 were alive at the beginning of the 19th century; and in 1820, 96 
of tlieui were already dead. Contp. Jesus, Cutúhgo, 3-202; Gnz. Mex. (1798-9), 
ix. .S5-7. I t is well known that several of the exiled Jesuits wrote volumi-
nous works, for which the learned world has giveu them due credit. Among 
such writers were several natives of Xew Spain, from whose productions I 
have often quoted in the course of this work. Their names and writings v ill 
be duly noticed elsewhere. Others had won themselves in the eighteenth cen-
tury an houorable and revered iiame in Mexico, for their virtues and apostolic 
zeal; namely, Antonio de Hordo ana, Fraucisco Chavez, Francisco Javicr 
Solchaga, Juan ViUavicencio; Francis Herman Glandoríî, a native of A\'est-
phalia, the grcat apostle of Taraumara, who was compared with Saint Francis 
Xavier, and died August 9, 17G3; Juan Francisco Iragorri, the 'santo ameri-
cano;' IVanci.sco Javier Goniez; Juan Perez, of whom Fatlier Oviedo said that 
a nian of approved spii it saw ' subir su alma de la cama al cielo, sin pasar por 
el purgatorio'—seeing the soul fly up is certainly a dramatic form of cx-
pression. Perez died in March, 1780; he was noted for the charitahle care 
he took of insane females. Then there A\ ere Agustin Arriola, Manuel Alvarez, 
Juan Caraero, who foretold the day of his death; José de Guevara, Cristébal 
Flores, Salvador de la Gándara, Manuel Arce, Pedro Canton, Juan Antonio 
de Oviedo, Juan Mayora, and Agustin Marquez. Excepting Glandorff, 
Gomez, Perez, and Álvarez, the above named were bora in New Spain. 
Mayora, RcL, 1-7S; Dicc Univ. Ilist. Geog., i . -x . passim;/e.9M8, C'aí. Comp., 
200; Lazcuno, Vida del P. Oviedo, I-5S2; Pap. deJesuitas, MS., no. 20, 1-31; 
Castaniza, ReL, frontispiece. 

*'' The new deputies asked for their consideration, ' con U preferencia que 
demandan las Arnéricas, y U urgeccU de que somos testigos.' Busta'mavie, 
Dij'ctisa Cornp. Jesus, 15-16. 
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Indians. Nothing was done, however, till Pius VI I . , 
by buU of August 7, 1814, reinstated the society. 
Femando V I I , issued his exequatur September 17, 
1815, appointing a board to restore, as far as possi-
ble, the sequestered property, The royal order was 
executed in Mexico, the solemn installation of the 
Jesuits being made May 19, 1819, at the college of 
San Ildefonso, which was delivered to fathers José 
María Castaniza, Antonio Barroso, and Pedro Can-
ton, natives of Mexico, and members of the late 
society,*^ But the persecuted society was not long to 
enjoy peace. I t was again expelled by a decree of the 
Spanish côrtes of 1820, which was carried out in New 
Spain in January 1821.*^ The disposal made of the 
society's property and missions will appear in con-
nection with financial and general church affairs, 
treated of separately in this volume, 

The first attempt to record the labors of the Jesnit order in America was 
the Historia de la Provinda de Ui compa'nia de Jestts de Nueva Espa'ãa, by Fran-
cisco de Florencia, one of the society, published in Mexico in 1694, ThU was 
a mere beginning, however, for although the author evidently intended to com-
plete the work it was never extended beyond the first volume, The period 
covered U the decade beginning in 1571, during which the Jesuit establUh-
ments at Mexico, Pátzcuaro, and Oajaca were founded. Beyond the facts con-
nected with these establishments, and the lives of the founders aud first two 
provincUU of the order in Mexico, the historical data are meagre. The ar-
rangement is faulty, the dates for many important events are wauting, and 
the style is that common to the monkish chromclers of the fourteenth century. 
The most extensive account of FlorencU's life is givenby Beristain, According 
to thU author he was bora in Florida in 1620, studied in the college of San Hde-
fonso of Mexico, and in 1643 took the Jesuit habit. Having succeasfuUy 
occupied the chairs of philosophy and theology in the Jesuit college of San 
Pedro y San Pablo, acqniring consíderable fame in the capital as a preacher, 
and having held several important commissions in connection with the inqui-
Bition, he was appointed in 1688 procnrator of hU province at Madrid and 
Rome. Subsequently he fiUed for several years the office of procurator-gen-
eral at SeviUe of all the provinces in the Indips, He finaUy retumed to 
Mexico, where he died in his seventy-fifth year, 

Of his numerons writings, which are whoUy of a religions character, and 
Bome of which have passed throngh several editions, his fame rests chiefly on 

"Father Canton had been quietlyUving in the oonntry since 1808, Buata-
mante, Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iv, 176, 

*»/d., 177; Id., Defensa Comp. Jesus, 17. 
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the work already cited, and the Zodiaco Mariano, ^Mcx., 1755, a posthumous 
work of considerable importance for the ecclesiastical history of Spanish 
North America, in which the details are narrated with great fulness, with 
names, dates, and circumstances, and with authorities and bibliographical 
citations. Nicolás Antonio, B'ib. fíisp. Nova, i. 426, makes no mention of 
these two works, only tMOof his earlier and less important publications being 
cited. Of the author he says * tum Roma, tum HispaU omnium Indicaram 
provinciaram procurator. ' Alcedo, Bih. Am., j\IS., L 400-1, whofoUows An-
tonio, adds to the latter's list two more works of the same cUss. While 
Beristain's list of this author's works is very complete, Sabin gives some val-
uable information relative to the various editions. 

Florencia's incompleted task was destined to be continued by one greater 
than he, but who. like him, was also fated to leave the work unfinished. His 
successor, Francisco J a \ i e r Alegre, was bora in 1729 at Vera Cruz, where he 
received his early education and studied Latin. Theuce he passed to PuebU, 
where, having distinguished himself in the study of philosophy and the other 
branches taught at that period, he began a course of canonical law at the 
capital. On the 19th of March 1794 hø took the habit at the Jesuit coUege 
of TepozotUu. During his novitiate he committed to memory the works of 
St Francis of Sales, and the ascetic writings of Friar Luis de Granada and 
others, and, after professing, diligently devoted himself to the study of the 
Latin writers of the golden age. Later he dedicated himseLf with such ear-
nestness to the study of theology that his astonishing progress in this science 
gained for him the applause of his companions, but so affected his health as 
to compel his transfer to Habana. There he taught philosophy, and perfected 
himself in Greek, mathematics, and the modera lauguages. Seven years later 
he passed to the Jesuit college recently opened in ^Mérida, Yucatan, where 
after a few years, his superiors recognizing his fitness for the work, he was 
called to Mexico to continue the history of the society, 

Availing himself of the work of Florencia, the valuable writings of Ribas, 
Kino, Fray ]\IartLn Perez, Friar Ignacio Trysk, and an immense mass of 
annual reports and private correspondence, he described in a simple but cor-
rect and elegant style the extensive labors of his order from their establish-
ment in Florida in 1566 to about 1765, when its members had already coin-
pleted the conquest of the north-westem provinces of New Spain. Two 
volumes in manuscript had thus far been completed, when two years later 
the further continuation of the work was prevented by the expulsion of the 
society. Having, with the majority of his exiled companions, taken up his 
residence at Bologna, he continued his studies and teachings, published a 
translation of the IlUd, wrote Akxandriada, a poem on the conquest of Tyre 
by Alexander, and finished fourteen books on Ekmentos de Geometria, and 
four lectures on Seccwncs Ctínicas. Here also he wrote the most famous of 
his works, the Instituciones Teohgicas, consisting of eighteen books in seven 
volumes, and published a year after his death, which occurred August 16, 
1788, near Bologna. In all, he wrote twenty works, which are enumerated 
by Beristain, B'ib. Hisp.-Am., i. 54. Alegre's early studies are evident in 
his various works, his good taste and judgment being everywhere appar-
ent. His expressions against the enemies of the society are moderate, and 
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the space given to religious rhapsodies and accounts of miracles not ex-
cessive. His fíistoria de la Compania, the best work of its kind left by the 
Jesuits, and invaluable for the history of the north-west provinces of Mexico, 
remained unpublished until 1841, wheu it was rescued from oblivion by tho 
efforts of the celebrated Mexican writer, Cárlos MarU Bustamante. In May 
of this year a bill to permit the re-establishment of the Jesuits in Mexico 
was Uid before congress and supported, among othera, by Bustamante, who 
sought to influence the public in their favor by the pubUcation of this work. 
I t was issued in 1841-2, in 3 vols. with notes 'and a portrait of the author, 

HMT. MEX., VOL. m . 29 
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CHAPTER XXIV, 

MEXICO UNDER Á REORGANIZED SYSTEM. 

1769-1790. 

SEPABATE GOVERNMENT FOR THE PROVINCIAS INTERNAS—INTENDENCIAS 01 

P R O V I N C E S — C H A N G E S E F F E C T E D A N D F I N A L EOTABLISHMENT—VlCEBOT 

AND A R C H B I S H O P A L O N S O N U Í EZ D E H A R O — H l S HlGH C H A B A C T E R AND 

P R E V I O D S RECORD—EXTRAORDINARY HoNORS CoNFERRED ON HlM BT 

THE CROWN—His DEATH AND BURIAL—CALAMITOUS VISITATIONS—Epi-

DEMics AND E A R T H Q U A K E S — T H E I R E F F E C T ON T H E IGNORANT—VlCE-

ROY M A N U E L A N T O N I O F L O R E Z — H i s P R E V I O U S C A B E E R — W A R AGAINS 

THE A P A C H E S — E N G L I S H A N D R U S S I A N S W A T C H E D I N T H E P A C I F I C — 

GENERAL POLICY OF T H I S RULER—RESIGNATION, AND CAUSE OF I T — 

SPECIAL FAVOR SHOWN H I M BY THE CROWN—His DEPARTUBE FOB 

SPAIN—OBSEQUIES OF AND MOUBNING FOR CÁBLOS III .—GBAND PEOC-

LAMATION OF CÁBLOS PV.—HONOES TO ROYAL P E E S O N A G E S . 

THE expediency of reorganizing the government of 
New Spain was one of the primary questions that en-
gaged the attention of the visitador general, José de 
Galvez, during his sojourn in the country. In accord 
with Viceroy de Croix, who ruled for the king at the 
time, he formed and laid before the crown a plan for its 
better administration, w hich ŵ as approved and ordered 
to be carried out, That plan provided'among other 
things for the creation of a government, comandancia 
general, and superintendencia de hacienda, entirely 
independent of the viceroyalty of New Spain, in. 
the 2^^ovincias internas, so called, including Nueva 
Vizcaya, Sonora, Sinaloa, and the Californias, together 
with Coahuila, Texas, and New Mexico; the new gov-
ernor to have also the patronato real, a prerogatiye 
that will be fully treated of in another part of this 
volume, Though clothed likewise with judicial pow-

(450) 
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ers, the governor was practically relieved from the 
duties attendant thereon by the process of referring 
to the audiencia oí Guadalajara all judicial matters 
coming to him on appeal, Thus he was enabled to 
devote a large portion of his attention to military and 
financial affairs with perfect independence of any New 
World authority, FuU particulars upon this new 
organization are given in another subdivision of my 
work,^ SuflSce it to add here that after this part 
of the plan had undergone several changes, a final 
arrangement was made under royal decrees of the 23d 
and 24th of November, 1792, with the reorganization 
of a comandancia general de provincias internas, com-
prising Sonora, Nueva Vizcaya, New Mexico, Texas, 
and Coahuila, independent of the viceroy,^ The two 
Californias, Nuevo Leon, and the colony of Nuevo 
Santander were attached to the viceroyalty of New 
Spain. This last arrangement went into effect in 
1793, and was stUl in force in the early years of the 
present century.' 

The other part of the plan adopted by the crown 
in 1769 upon the joint recommendation of the marqués 
de Croix and Visitador general Galvez, on the 15th 
of January, 1768, for an entire change in the organi-
zation of the government, was that of suppressing the 
corregidores and alcaldes mayores, of whom there 
were about two hundred in the districts of the audi-
encias of Mexico and Guadalajara. These ofiScials 
were deemed prejudicial, for the reason that having 
to, support themselves, to pay off the debts con-
tracted for obtaining their ofiSce, and to retire with 
a fortune, they resorted to any means to secure 
these ends.* Viceroy Linares gave them a bad char-

* Hist. North Mex. Sfates, L, this series. 
'RevUla Oigedo, Instruc, MS., 545-6; Indmc Vireyes, 201. 
^Real Ôrden, May 30, 1804, in Mayer's MS8., no. 3; Soc Mex. Geog., 

Boletin, u. 5, 
*' No perdonan comunmente arbitrio, xwr injusto ô extraordinario que sea.' 

Oaivez, Info'nne, 17-18. 

m 
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acter early in the century,^ regarding them as a 
miserable set for the most part, bent on plunder and 
other malefeasances. 

Thé plan }»i uposod wasthe creation of intendencias in 
Mexico, Puebla, Vera Cruz, Yucatan, Oajaca, Valla-
dolid, Guanajuato, San Luis Potosí, Nueva Galicia, 
Durango, Soiiora, and Sinaloa, New Mexico, and the 
Californias, with a gobernador intendente at the head 
of each, charged with the four important branches of 
the public service, namely, government and police, 
justice, treasury, and war. l^xcoptiug those of Mexico, 
Vera Cruz, Yucatan,and Sonora,they were to have also 
the patronato real.*' Viceroy Bucareli could not see the 
advaniagc of these intendentes, with so many and 
enlargcd pow^ers, feeling certain that they never could 
eflíiciently perform their manifold duties, ow îng mainly 
to the difíiculty in procuring competent subordinates 
for the sub-districts of the vast extent of territory 
assigned to each intendencia. He preferred to see 
reforms introduced more slowly, 

The scheme seems to have lain dormanttill toward 
the end of 1786, w ĥen by a royal ordinance counter-
signed by José de Galvez, as ministro univcrsal de 
rndias, New Spain, including Yucatan and Nueva 
Galicia, was divided into twelve intendencias, namely, 
one intendencia general for the province of ]\Icxico, 
and the intendencias of Guadalajara, Zacatecas, Du-
rango, Sonora, Puebla, Vera Cruz, Mérida, Oajaca, Va-
Iladolid, Guanajuato, and San Luis Potosí, taking the 
names of their capitals, and each having at its head 
a gobernador intendente. The head towns and resi-
dences of such ofiicers were made the scats of corregi-
mientos, a rank that several of them had not before. 
Under this ordinance the alcaldes mayores were dis-

*He pithily said of them, 'desde el ingreso de su empleo faltan á Dios, en 
el juramento que quiebran; al rey, en los repartimientos que hacen; y al co-
mun de los naturales, en U fonna con que los tiranizan.' Linares, Instmc, 
MS., 1.3. 

"Zanwra, Bih. Leg. Ulf., 'úi. 371-87; Intendentes, Real Ord., 410; Bclc a, 
Recop., u. 86; ViUarroel, Justa Repuha, MS., 2; Rivera, Goh. Mcx., i. 428. 
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continued, and subdelegadps, alcaldes ordinarios, and 
asesores were created; the last named must needs be 
learned in the law, acting as legal advisers of their 
chiefs in all matters, and as jueces letrados. This plan 
was considered by the supreme government as the 
best adapted to the condition of America, combining 
unity and centralization of authority, with dependence 
of each ofl&cial upon a higher one till the highest was 
reached, namely, the viceroy or captain-general, who 
with the audiencia had ample superior authority for 
all cases of justice', government, and war; while the 
superintendente de hacienda, with his junta superior, 
amply provided for all fiscal exigencies. 

But the system involved innovations of a radical 
character, such as could but meet with disapprobation 
among a large class. Every one took a different view 
of the matter, according to his convictions, preju-
dices, or interests. Indeed, few thought well of the 
change, and some even foretold a complete subver-
sion of New Spain if the ordenanza de intendencias 
were actually put in practice.^ This was done, how-

' The interference with the viceroy's powers was one of the objectionable 
points. Since the enactment of the law of December 15, 1588, confirmed by 
Felipe III. July 19, 1614, the viceroy's authority or functions had remained 
untouched; and now, it was claimed, the reguUtion virtually lowered him to 
a mere provincial governor and captain-general; in political affairs he was re-
duced to littlejnore thanan alcalde ordinario,.and even much of his military 
authority was curtailed and transferred to the intendehtes. As for the ad-
ministration of justice and of the finances, it was taken away from him alto-
gether. The abolition of the alcaldes mayores to be repUced by subdelegados, 
alcaldes ordinarios, and asesores was looked upon as a deliberate blow struck 
at the administration of justice and police by diverting these two branches 
from the old channeU. Recop. Ind., i. 543-4; ViUarrod, Justa Repuisa, 33-7, 
42-8, 76-7. 

In the Enfermedades poîtíicas que padece la Capital de esta Nueva Espana 
en casi todos hs Cuerpos de que se compone, Mex. 1785-7, MS., 4to, 4 vols., the 
author, Hipôlito ViUarroel, gives a review of the administrative system of 
New Spain in all its branches, pointing out alleged defects, and suggesting 
remedies, The corrapt condition of the goverament in the capital, and the 
consequcnt degenerate morals of its inhabitants, occupy much of his atten-
tion. Some facts are also given in regard to the condition of the Indians 
within and without the capital, and on the character, manners and customs, 
and race mixtures of the inhabitants. The workings of the courts of justice, 
particuUHy those' of the tribunal de U acordada, and tribunal de minería, 
Uws for the suppression of intemperance and gambling, and the state of com-
merce, manufactures, and agriculture, are made to appear. Volumes i. and 
iu. entitled as above are divided into five parts. They were published/ 
with a few unimportant verbal changes by Cárlos M. Bustamante, under the 
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ever, to the great chagrin of cavillers. Early in 1787 
arrived in New Spain several of the intendentes ap-
pointed for the provinces. A royal order of October 
25, 1787, required such oflficials to produce their com-
inissions to the viceroy, who would endorse them, 
place the appointees in oflSce, and notify the audiencia 
of the fact, The intendentes had to apprise the vice-
roy of the persons appointed by them as subdelegados, 
and this was also made known to the audiencia of 
Mexico,^ Like all radical measures in government, 
the present one did not work well at first. After three 
ycars' experience the new system was found defective 
in many points, and loud were the laments and pre-
dictions of calamity.^ Some trifling changes had been 
effected, one of wdiich was that of annexing the super-
intendencia general to the viceregal oflfice. Many 
of the other intendencias had been filled with men of 
ability and integrity, but of little or no administrative 
experience, and entirely ignorant of the country's 
jDecuIiar needs. This was a serious mistake wdiich 
caused the many defects of the system to be still more 
glaring. Constant suggestions w-ere made to the king 

•í for reforms, but they all remained unheeded.^*' The 

i"[ title of México por Dentro y Fuera, bajo el gohierno de hs v'ireyes, tí sea 
• Eiifermedades políticas, etc. Mex., 1831, 8vo, 183. Vol. iv., bearing the title 

of Jusfii liepidsa del Recjlamento de Intcndencias, given as an appendix to the 
foregoing work, is taken up chiefly with strictures on that ordinance. Tliese 

Í
manuscripts are probably original, and the signatures of Villarroel appended 
to them with a rúbrica, in his own liandwriting. Bustamante, in a criticism 
of the work in No. 24 of his periodical La Voz de a Patria, speaks of the 
author as one who had a thorough knowledge of the state of Nevv Spain, and 
of his belief that Viceroy Revilla Gigedo had it before him when he formed 
his wise instractions for his succcssors; adding likewise that many of the re-
forms there recommended by ViUarroel were from time to time adopted. 

^lntendentes rcsiding within the district of the audiencia of Guadalajara, 
had tonotify it of the appointed subdelegados. March 21, 1793, the king or-
dained that such intendentes should take the official oath before that court. 
Orddics de la Coroi t, M.S., L 5-6; Cédulario, M,S., iii. 10-11. AntoneU'mSoc 
Mex. (Irog., Boli-flit, 2a ep., ii. 338. 

^The necessity of amending some of the articles of the regulation and 
suppressing others had been represented to the crown. Flores, Instruc 15-18, 
in Linares, Imtruc, MS. 

1" Viceroy líevi la Gigedo recommended that some of the intendencias, such 
as GuadaUjara, Vera Cruz, and Yucatan, should be intrasted to military of-
ficers of high rank, l ikemariscalesdecampoandbrigadiers; others tocolonels; 
and the re.st might be placed in charge of civiIUns. He also suggested the 
creation of one intendencia for the four eastera provincias interaas, one for 
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intendencia of Guadalajara, one of the most impor-
tant, that city being the seat of an audiencia, an 
episcopal see, and a university, was placed in charge 
of a high military ofl cer," the brigadier Jacobo de 
Ugarte y Loyola, who on the 14th of March, 1791, 
assumed the duties of his oflBces," Another exten-
sive intendencia was that of Vera Cruz^^ with a length 
of two hundred and ten leagues, and a width of from 
twenty-five to thirty leagues, 

In 1804, and from that time to the end of the Span-
ish domination, the country was divided into tw^elve 
intendencias, to wit: Sonora and Sinaloa, Durango, 
Zacatecas, Guadalajara, San Luis Potosí, Guanajuato, 
Valladolid, Mexico, Oajaca, Puebla, Vera Cruz, and 
Mérida; besides the three provinces of New Mexico, 
Antigua California, and Nueva California," 

The intendentes, acting in some provinces as gov-
ernors and in others as corregidores, had the ordinary 
royal jurisdiction, subject respectively to the superior 
government and the courts of justice, As regards 
Yucatan there was some difference; the gobernador 
intendente was subject to the viceroy, audiencia, and 
superintendente de hacienda of New^ Spain, in mat-

Chihuahua, and one f or Tabasco; the Ust to be in charge of a miUtary man, 
ReviUa Gigedo, Instmc, MS., 80-110. 

^̂  The intendencia was bounded on the north by Nueva Viscaya, on the 
sonth by that of ValUdoUd, on the west by Sonora and the Pacific Ocean, on. 
the east by Zacatecas and Guanajuato. Descripdon, e tc , in CoL de Diarios,^ 
etc„ MS., 241, 

1* He called himself comandante general, presidente, gobernardor inten-
dente of the provinces comprised within the kingdom of Nueva Galicia.. 
Ugarte y Loyola, Rdacion, in Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, 2da ep. ui. 307, 314. 

^ ' l thad on the east, Yucatan and the gulf of Mexico; on the west the in-
tendencias of Oajaca, PuebU, and Mexico; on the north, the colonies of 
Nuevo Santander, latér known as TamauUpas. Rit ra, Ilist. Ja apa, i. 150-1. 

**The foUowing shows the area and popuUtion of each intendencia im 
1803: Sonora and Sinaloa, 19,143 square leagues, pop. 121,400; Durango, 
16,873 sq, 1., pop, 159,700; Zacatecas, 2,355 sq, 1., pop. 153,300; Guadala-
jara, 9,612 sq. 1., pop. 630,500; San Luis Potosí, 27,821 sq. 1., pop. 331,900; 
Guanajuato, 911 sq. 1 , pop. 517,300; VaUadoUd, 3,447 sq, 1., pop. 376,400; 
Mexico, 5,927 sq. L, pop. 1,511,900; PuebU, 2,696 sq. 1., pop. 813,300; Vera 
Cruz, 4,141 sq. I., pop, 156,000; Oajaca, 4,447 sq, 1., pop. 534,800; Mérida, 
6,977 sq, 1,, pop. 465,800, Adding the three provinces: New Mexico, 5,709 
sq, L, pop, 40,200; Antigna Califomia, 7,295 sq. I., pop, 9,000; Nueva Cali-
fomU, 2,125 sq, 1., pop. 15,600. TotaU, 118,478 sq. 1., pop. 5,837,100. 
Humboldt, Versuch, L no, 3, 14-245; Id., Eaaai Polit., 145-60, 



T 
456 MEXICO UXDER A REORGANIZED SYSTEM. 

ters of government, judiciary, and finances, respec-
tively; but was independent in his military position, 
being clothed with the title of captain-general. The 
expediency of creating the oflSce of intendente corre-
gidor for the province of Mexico was suggested to the 
crown by several viceroys.^^ 

Soon after the king's government learned of the 
death of Viceroy Galvez, it sent out a temporary ap-
pointment to Doctor Alonso Nufiez de Haro y Pe-
ralta,^^ a member of the royal council, and archbishop 
of ]\Iexico, who thus became the fiftieth viceroy.^^ 
The archbishop was a native of ViIIagarcía, of the 
diocese'of Cuenca in Spain, born on the 31st of Octo-
ber 1729. H e began his literary studies in the uni-
versity of Toledo, and finished them at Bologna, 
wdiere he subsequently was rector of the college of 
San Clemente. Later he became professor of theol-
ogy, and a doctor of divinity of the last named college, 
and of the university of Ávila. This honor he re-
ceived when only eighteen years of age. Haro was a 
great linguist, having a thorough knowledge of He-
brew, Chaldean, Greek, and Latin, and being able to 
converse and write with as much ease and perfection 
in Italian and French^^ as in his native tongue. When 
still very young he paid a visit to Rome, and Benedict 
X I V . w âs so much pleased with his erudition that 
he specially recommended him to the royal prince 
Luis de Borbon, cardinal-archbishop of Toledo, and 
primate of Spain. In after years Doctor Haro filled 
scvcral high ecclesiastical positions, acquiring an en-
viable reputation for learning and pulpit eloquence, 

^^ Marrpãna, Instruc al Vir. Iturrigaray, 1803, 'm Instruc Vireyes, 204. 
^^D'isposiciones Varins, 'úi. 43; Alzate, Oaz., iL 412, iii. 3. I possess his 

autograph signaturc in (Jrdcnrs de la C'orona, MS., v. 4, and in Doc Ecles., 
Mex., MS., no. 7. 

1' There is nothing to explain why the audiencia, without having offended, 
was slighted. The only reason that may be adduced is that the marqués de 
Sonora meant the appointment of Haro to be a mark of esteem for the high 
honor and consideration he had extended to his nephew. 

*̂ Sosa, Episcop. Mcx., 199-200. A distinguished author and theologUn, 
Gaz. Mex. (1800-1), x. 137-8. 



THE FIFTIETH VICEROY. 457 

until in 1771 Cárlos I I I , nominated him to succeed 
Lorenzana as archbishop of Mexico, The pope, Clem-
ent XIV, , on issuing his confirmatory bulls, granted 
the new appointee more powers, indulgences, and 
favors than any of his predecessors ever had, and the 
congregation de propaganda fide trusted him with a 
delicate commission, 

The new prelate arrived in Vera Cruz the 12th of 
September, 1772; he was consecrated in Puebla on the 
13th, and on the 22d assumed the government of the 
archdiocese, devoting from that time his talents and 
energies to the faithful discharge of his duties, and soon 
winning for himself the respect and love of his flock. 
Among the tasks that he completed under the king's 
special instructions were the by-Iaws for the foundling-
house in Mexico, which his predecessor had been un-
able to do. For this and for the monthly pension of 
two hundred pesos which he bestowed on that estab-
lishment, the king manifested his satisfaction. With 
the royal approval he founded in the old novitiate house 
of the Jesuits in Tepozotlan an ecclesiastic college, 
amply endowing it. The college was in many respects 
superior to any institution of the kind in the mother 
country, 

During the desolating epidemic of 1779 he seconded 
the viceroy in every way, making most generous pro-
vision for the indigent sick; and while the scourge 
lasted, one year and four months, he supported at his 
own cost a well provided hospital with 400 beds.^^ 

'"At the end of that caUmity Haro resolved to make the hospital, named 
San Audrés, a permauent establishment, and between Sept. 26, 1784, and 
Feb. 10, 1790, he expended upon it nearly $460,000 without asking any aid. 
The same Urge-hearted philanthropy was again shown by him during the 
small-pox epidemic of 1797, as president of the chief board of charity; he 
then gave $12,C00 to the above named hospital, and $12,000 more for the in-
digent that could not go to it. He specially rewarded priests who became 
prominent in affording spiritual and material reUef to the sick poor. To his 
activity and pions zeal was due the rapid constraction of the new convent 
of Capuchin nuns in the town of Guadalupe with every improvement and 
convenience for children and their teachers. To that work Haro contributed 
npwards of $46,000 in fonr years, besides liberaUy giving toward its support 
tUl hU death. Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 201. ThU author refers for his informa-
tion to FUrres, Resúmen hist. de Ut vida, conduda paatorai y poUtica of Arch-
bUhop Haro, 
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In 1785 serious injury befell the country from 
heavy frosts. Haro, in conjunction with the conde 
de Galvez, rendered all possible aid, placing at the 
disposal of the curates in the tierra caliente, Huas-
teca, and the Sierra, nearly $100,000 to be distrib-
ute(l among the ruined agriculturists. The results 
were so satisfactory that i:he prelate not only won 
the gratitude of those benefited, but also the king's 
warmest commcndations and thanks.^" 

With such a record Haro y Peralta was certainly 
entitled to the mark of confidence reposed in him in 
being called to the temporary rule over New Spain 
by the royal order of February 25, 1787. He took 
possession of the oflSce on the 8th of May,̂ ^ and 
held it until the 16th of August of the same year. 
Within his short rule he brought to an end all the 
affairs that the former viceroy had left pending at his 
death, and likewise all those that from day to day 
were submitted to his consideration for despatch. 
He forwarded Doctor Sesse's plan of a botanic gar-
den, and resolved the diflficult matter of the inten-
dencias, from which much benefit to the riative race 
was expected, In this he encountered some trouble, 
but managed to calm the excited passions of those 
whose interests were injured by the innovation; and 
while the royal behests were fully carried out, the 
dignity of the ruler was also upheld.^^ He placed 
in Habana and La Guaira large amounts of money 
for the purchase of negroes from the English dealers. 

?;, He declined to draw his salary. He discharged the 
viceregal as he Iiad the pastoral duties, with tact and 

'•', uprightness, his fine education and elegant manners 
Î!* aidiufr at all times to enhance the merit of his acts. 

*° A royal order of May 19, 1786, says that the king's heart was filled with 
joy on seeing how munificently his vassals had been succored. He was fully 
satisfied that Haro's appointment to Mexico had been a most judicious one. 

2' The baton of command was delivered him at the top of the stairs in the 
con-idors of the palace; thence he went to the hall of the real acuerdo, where 
he took the oath of office administered by the secretary of the audiencU, José 
Mariano ViUaseca. Gaz. de Mcx. (1786-7), iL 354; Gomez, Diarío, 211-13. 

^'^Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 130. 



TWENTY-FIFTH ARCHBISHOP, 459 

The king in council, wishing to reward his eflSciency 
and rectitude, directed that, after his surrender of the 
viceregal oflSce and its appendages to his successor, 
there should be continued to him the address of Ex-
celentísimo é Ilustrísimo Senor, and the honors of a 
captain-general, the viceroy's guard paying him 
during the 'rest of his life the same honors as when 
he held the oflSce of viceroy, And this was done, 
although his successor was churlish enough to make 
objection. Not content with that, the king conferred 
on him the grand cross of the royal and distinguished 
order of Cárlos I I I . The seat in the royal council 
must have been given him at a much earlier date.^ 

The archbishop's course and exemplary life through-
out his twenty-eight years of service had made him 
highly esteemed at court, as was evident in upward 
of one hundred and ten royal cédulas, letters, and 
other writings, from the king's ministers and council, 
which conveyed the approval of some act, and the 
appreciation of his merits.^ After a year's painful 
illness the prelate died on the 26th of May, 1800, at 
the age of seventy years, an event that caused the 
deepest sorrow throughout all classes. He was tlie 

** Among the printed works of that period in which he is mentioned with 
these honors is Xaroschartí, Josefa, Version parafrástica. The archbishop's 
efforts and Urge donations were not confined to benevolent, reUgious, and 
educational purposes, For the constraction of a dockyard on the Alvarado 
River he gave $80,000; for the wars against France and EngUnd, $100,000 
and $9O,0ÍOO respectively; for printing the work entitled Fhra Amerícana, 
$2,000; for a statue of Cárlos IV., $6,000; besides other considerable sums, 
including $37,000 for enUrging the archiepiscopal palace, and $24,000 in aid 
of the poor s^cken by small-pox in 1797. None of the above contributions 
includes the annual and monthly alms he gave, nor his Urge presents to 
his cathedral church, nor the cost of gold and silver medals tbat he caused 
to be strack and sent to Spain to commemorate Cárlos TV.'s elevatiou to the 
throne. During hU epUcopacy Haro confirmed in parishes of his archdiocese 
nearly 700,000 pfersons, and ordained 11,197 priests, of whom 6,958 were 
secuUr and 4,239 reguUr of the several religious orders, Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 
203-5, 

'* Rivera, Oob. Mex., i. 461; Id., Hist. %falapa, 149; AUiman, Disert., uL 
app, 77-8, Bustamante, who was not given to glorifying the men who held 
power during the SpanUh domination, does full justice to the purity of pur-
pose and valuable services to Mexico of this distinguished man: ' Su memorU 
•lerá suave á U posteridad, excitará sentimientos de justa gratitud y aUbanza,' 
Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Sigha, iiL 193, ' Pastor espiritual, el mas celoso y 
caritativo ejemplo de Padre de todos,' Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., 
MS., 55. 
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twenty-fifth archbishop of Mexico, and his funeral 
was marked by the usual pomp,^^ 

New Spain during the eighteenth century was vis-
ited by calamities in various forms—epidemics, of 
whicli I have spoken elsewdiere, storms and floods,^ 
and last, and yet more destructive and terrorizing, 
earthquakes, the severest of which were probably 
those experienced between the 28th of March and 
the 17th of April, 1787,^' in the city of Mexico and 

'^^Del Barrio, Panegirico Oratio; Cándamo, G. G., Sermon de honras; 
Casaus, R.. Oracion fúnebre; Xunez, III., Relacion ck hi fún. cerem. 

*̂̂ In 17G2 the city of Guanajuato had a flood brought on by heavy rains, 
Mhich destroyed her best buildings, temples, mines, etc. Reales Céclulas, 
M,S., i. 8. Snow fell in Mexico—a very rare phenomenon—the 2d of Febru-
ary, I7G7, doing some damage. Alzate, (Jacetas, ii. 311. An inundation m 
Guanajuato Ju ly 27, 1780, made it necessary to raise the level of the greater 
part of that city, and many fine edifices were accordingly buricd. liomero, 
Mich., 159. From 15th to 20th December, 1783, Teutitlan del Valle had 
heavy stornis of sleet—a strange spectacle for that region—which did great 
damage among the flocks of sheep and grain-fields. They were foUowed on 
the 21st by a tremendous rain, half an hour before which a subterranean 
rumbling was heard which filled the people thereabout with fear. Gaz. de 
Mcx. (1784^5), i. 10. 

- 'The lOth of March, 1727, was a fatal day for Oajaca City, which was 
visited by terrific shocks. Many buiidings were thrown down, and others so 
much injured that they had to be demolished. The 18th had been fixed for 
public prayers and a procession, when in its midst a still more violent shock 
than any preceding occurred, frightcniag and dispersing the pcoplc; fortu-
nately, there was no loss of life. Alcjrr, fíist. Conjt. Jr.<n<, iii. 22G-7. On 
the 4th of April, 17(JS, at about 6:30 in the moming, the city of Mexico had 
a shock; no record existed of any previous one of like force. The foun-
tains were lialf emptic d by the earth's vibrations. I t lasted over seven min-
utes. Xot a building, large or small, but showed the ravages caused by the 
uu-welcome visitor. The shock was also fclt in the town of Natívitad Ixtlala; 
the ground opened, and out of the fissure, which was of about 12 inches in 

í' á, \\idth, and of great deptli, rushed a stormy wiud for a while. Alzate, Caotas, 
l> 5- ii. 27-3."), 445, 448. In August, 1773, a severe earthquake so daraaged sev-
l̂ 'j 5k eral bridge.s iu and about Mexico City that guards were placed to pievcnt the 
li, •}• passage of ladcu vehicles. April 21,177G, the city was again scourged in the 

.same manner. The archbishop fled to Guadalupe; thc viceroy bivouacked in 
his garden; the wealthiest citizens abandoned their houses, some slccpingout-

•, ;'.! side of the city in their coaches, others in the ranchos of the suburbs. The 
peojile gcuerally betook themselves to prayer and penitence. The sliocks in 
Mexico lasted 20 day.s, and in other parts about 50. The havoc to buildings 
everywhere was great. Acapulco was almost entirely destroyed. iMcn small 
houses wcre thrown down, and just back of the town, part of a hiU top slid 
away. L'scamiUa, Noticias Curiosas de (Jwtt., 40; JJa.^son, OUa Po(lri<l', 90. 
The following year, at about 12: IS in thc night of the 8th-9th of October a 
terrific shock lasting ninety seconds visited Antigua Vera Cruz, very much 
damaging the church, which had not been repaired yet in 1782. Doc. Edcs. 
Méx., ^l:^., i. no. 2, 1-52. Again, in 17s4 on the 13th of January, Cuana-
juato was greatly shaken. The shocks lasted till carly in Fcl)ruary; they 
had been preceded by such terrific subterranean noises that the people, fear-
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other places, and more particularly felt in its effects 
at the port of Acapulco. On the 28th of March, at 
about seventeen minutes past eleven in the morning, 
the capital felt some of the severest shocks that ever 
befeU that city. They lasted nearly six minutes, 
and the vibrations from north to south with some 
inclination to the north-west were so heavy as to 
cause much injury to the buildings. A repetition 
of the shocks occurred at 12:15, sometimes from east 
to west, and at others from north to south. During 
the rest of the day five more took place. 

In Oajaca City the effects were, if possible, more 
alarming. The first shock was very strong at 11:15; 
the second being no less severe, the endangered citi-
zens rushed to the plaza mayor as a place affording 
some safety. The damage to buildings was at once 
seen. The new and strongly built casas reales showed 
large cracks in the walls, and some of the cornices 
had fallen. The prisoners in the jail, some two hun-
dred and twenty, implored removal, which was at-
tended to with the requisite precautions. Measures 
were promptly taken by the authorities for the pro-
tection of life and property, and to avoid unnecessary 
confusion. During the whole of that day and the 
29th the quaking of the earth ceased only at short 
intervals. I t continued with increasing force on the 
30th till 11:30 in the morning, when it stopped, but 
only to begin anew more severely at four in the after-
noon. A more tremendous shock than the first one 
of the 28th took place at 11 o'clock that night, and 

ing that a volcano was on the point of breaking out, fled in confusion, leaving 
most of their valuables behind. All the efforts of the authorities, both civU 
and ecclesiastic, to check the exodus were uuavaUing, and finaUy, 200 men 
were pnt imder arms to keep the inhabitants in. After a month the noise 
ceased; it had been Uke that of a heavy wagon on a gravel road, terminating 
in a lond detonation, Tben the self-exUed returaed to their homes to suffer 
from want of {ood, which traders had feared to bring, Some supposed the 
noise to have been caused by Urge rocks that disengaged themselves from 
somt mountain-top near by. Gaz. de Méx. (1784r^), i. 15, 16, 18-19, 27; Mar-
tínez, Sermon de Oraeias, 1-23; Romero, Mich., 168-9; Dicc Univ. Hisí. 
Cfeog., iu, 720-1; Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v. 641-2, On the 26th of Jnly of the 
aamé year, in the <»ty of Mezico was felt a strong vibration, Ahate, Oacetas, 
iv. 381. 

p í ^ ^ 
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Í; 

injured still more the casas reales and other edificcL 
This dreadful state of things continued till daybreaij 
on the 31st, w^hen only a slight motion was felt. ILI 
the afternoon at five o'clock, after a violent hurricane, 
there fell a heavy rain, A rumor was circulated that 
the San Felipe hiU, distant about three miles from 
the city, and supposed to be filled with water, had 
burst open, and so great was the terror which seized 
tlic people, that they fled in the direction of othcr 
hiUs, I t was only with much difiScuIty that the au-
thorities convinced them of their mistake and induced 
them to return. The motion of the earth ceased 

OAJACA. 

on the 3d of April, when opportunity was offered to 
inspect the damages. Besides the royal houses, the 
cathedral, the convents of La Merced and San Fran-
cisco, and many other fine buildings had greatly suf-
fered. Xearly all the families had sought shelter 
under tents raised by them in the plazas and open 
fields near the city. Fortunately there w êre no cas-
ualties, and, thanks to the timely measures adopted, 
no scarcity of food, or robberies. 28 

*®The audiencia, then goveraing the kingdom, and the local authorities at 
the respective places had piayers made to heaven for mercy and the cessavion 
of the scourge. (Jaz. de Mcx. (1786-7), u. 327-31; Akgre, fíist. Comp. Jesua, 
iiL 22G; Garriedo, Estudws Ilist., ii. 107. 
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From Acapulco the commander of the fort reported 
a strange action of the sea, which receded and then 
advanced, without forming high waves, at mid-day; 
after two o'clock, it would recede ten feet in four 
minutes, and rise again the same d stance in six 
minutes. Over one hundred yards of beach were left 
bare each time the waters retired, A t four in the 
afternoon the sea rose twelve feet, overflowing the 

'̂ 'Z mpaugo ^''4 

IxtlahuacaiL Í%^ 

m 
Sultepec^ 

Jueniavaca . 

í Tlasáiia 

T, ' ,. CuiUeo lí^ \ .«,^Amcalco 

Jiquilpan' ZamoraV ° C ~ $ ^ X s ^ ' ^ 

'^*^ P u i e p e r o ^ T inape'cuaroo 

^ ' Aliirelia^ wnihj 
% £^^Tzintzuufz yi 
(3 ° Paticuaro ' ^ 

' % \ 1 >Ê * í ^ Elucuaro\ > ^ " m i v ^ f I W 5 P 
vúftlaÃtí . / / / _ 0 Tacamlarq'U K y VALLE /^,^^^°O ^ P ' W S ^ 

^ r r ^ X, C h i U : ^ ^ ^ ™ Æ T e m a Í l t e p ^ L ^ '. ' M ^ % % ^ *" 

tí. •'"'!, •?V _1Î"ÎÍ!-' f.~J Ihuetanlo 

^,. .,,, "^"""^^^^OfiiiJ^ Auiatepec ) y ''í(> 

& J ) ^ * ' % K r ^ »'« XTlicbapap-' ^ l \ ^ ) /Chiauda 
i Z a c a t u l a r ^ % ^ ^ ' \ / Telåloapanj l | | , ^ ^ v ^ , , , , ^ ^ , ^ 

l ' /^Ájuchi t la , '^ / / « B r ..^.LV X-

^Pet^áan •'^^^^^^^,^:''^''^-k^ ^ 
oTiícpan '""f ''•/,„.• 

S'Atuyac 

Êsafegg^ 
yutla 

'oOmÊ 

M l C H O A C A N A N D G ø E R R E R O . 

pier and some houses. The royal treasure was re-
moved to the hospital, and the merchants removed 
their goods for safety. This alarming action of the 
ocean lasted twenty-four hours, the agitation of the 
waters becoming less and less after five o'clock. A 
large quantity of live-stock was carried ofí" by the sea. 
The earthquakes with their consequent damages were 
also experienced in Teutitlan del Valle, In Vera Cruz, 
Chilapa, and many other places the people were sub-

'%^^ 

• s ^ 
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jected to the same alarms, but no serious damage 
seems to have been done to property. 

Imaginary afílictions were not wanting. A brilliant 
meteor was observed about seven o'clock in the even-
ing of the 24th of January, 1678, running from west 
to east, and made the city lights look pale and sickly; 
it disappeared after passing the meridian, previous to 
which it threw out sparks of a red color similar to 
those of a rocket. No report was heard in Mexico, 
but the people of Tacubaya and other places asserted 
that the}- had clearly heard it, and felt much alarmed. 
Between seven and eight in the evening of November 
14, 1789,^an aurora borealis was seen, which covered 
a large portion of the hemisphere on the north side. 
Surely the end of all things was at hand. The heav-
enly fíre attained its greatest intensity an hour later, 
when red and yellow light glared threateningly. In 
yet another hour it had disappeared, leaving New 
Spain unscorched, 

The fifty-first viceroy, Manuel Antonio Florez,^ 
was a lieutenant-general, or vice-admiral of the royal 
navy, a knight of the order of Calatrava, and com-
raander of Molinos and Laguna-rota of the same order. 
He arrived at Vera Cruz on the line of battle ship 
San Jiilí(cn, after a voyage of fifty-six days, on the 
18th of July, 1787, bringing his family, one of whom 
was Lieutenant-colonel Joseph Florez, who had the 
appointment of castellano, or commandant of the fort 
at Acapulco. 31 

"^^Alznte, Gacetas, i. 231-4; iv. 445; Gaz. de MéJ. (1788-9), iiL 432-3; 
Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 140. 

*" "1110 list of his names as appearing a t the head of all his edicts, were, 
besides tlie above, Maldonado Martinez de Angulo y Bodquin. I possess sev-
eral of the rúhricas or scroUs that he usually added to his aignature. During 
his rule the kiiig, to relieve him of much labor, allowed that he should aífix 
only hismediajtrii i, that is tosay, hisfirsfc surname with thescroU, topublio 
documents that w eie neither warrants nor orders in any way involving pay-
ment of moneys out of the royal treasury, nor original despatches to the sov-
ereign, his ministers or counciL Disposiciones Varía'í,i. 65, ii. 11. Cédulario, 
MS., i. 154. 

^^This oflScer resigned thatcommand after a while. He married in Mex-
ico a lady of the Teran family, In later years he became conde de Casa-
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The tidings of the viceroy's arrival at the port 
reached the capital on the 21st. On the 14th of 
August the real acuerdo paid its last ofíicial visit to 
Archbishop Haro, as viceroy. The latter on the 16th 
surrendered the baton to his successor at the town of 
San Cristôbal de Ecatepec, where, as well as in Gua-
dalupe, the incoming viceroy was splendidly enter-
tained. On the 17th he entered the city of Mexico 
amid salvos of artillery and the enthusiastic, hearty 
greeting of the people, the troops lining both sides 
of the procession.^^ He proceeded direct to the 
council chamber, where, his three commissions as vice-
roy-governor, president of the audiencia, and captain-
general having been read, the oath of ofíice was 
solemnly administered to him, The rest of that day 
and night and the two following ones were spent irt 
receiving and returning visits of ceremony, in attend-
ing banquets, and general amusement,^^ 

On the 21st the late viceroy was closeted in con-
sultation on public afíairs with Florez nearly three 
hours, The business of the ministerio general de 
Indias having become in 1787 extensive and com-
plicated, the king resolved to divide it, placing judicial 
and ecclesiastic afíairs in charge of one department,, 
and the military and financial together with commerce 
and navigation in that of another; a secretary of state 
presiding over each of the departments. Viceroy 
Florez had filled the same position in Santa Fé de 
Bogotá, and was therefore familiar with its powers and 
duties; but in Mexico he found a complete change in 
the system of administration, owing to the establish-
ment of the intendencias and the creation of a super-
intendente delegado de hacienda in the person of' 
Fernando Mangino, former chief of the mint, by 

Florez, viceroy of Buenos Aires, and ambassador at the French court. From* 
him descended one of the first families of Mexico. Ahman, DiserL, iiL app. 
79. 

'* He allowed the halberdiers who rode by the side of his coach to go with-
out their halberds, only with sword in hand. Thia was a favor. Gomez, Dia— 
rio, 278-80. 

^Gaz. deMex. (1786-7), iL 397-8. 
HI8T. MEX., VOL. U I . 30 
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which the viceregal functions had been very much 
curtailed, in fact, reduced to but little else than pre-
siding over the audiencia, and directing military 
matters. Without complaint, however, he devoted his 
attention to this latter branch of the royal service, 
introducing many improvements, and employing the 
forces to the best advantaofe. 

After the death of the once powerful José de Gal-
vez, marqucs de Sonora, the policy of the king's 
government underwent a change. The superinten-
dency of the exchequer was again given to the vice-
ro}^^ and Mangino was called to the royal council. 
The crown, heeding the clamor from the frontier pro-
vinces and the viceroy's urgent advice, empowered 
him to wage a relentless war upon the wild tribes, 
Florez, accordingly, in 1788 and 1789 made constant 
warfare against the Apaches, Lipans, and Mescaleros 
nntil they were subdued, the peace lasting for many 
years.^^ The viceroy promoted the ofíicers who had 
rendered efíicient service n the campaign, not for-
getting the rank and file, to whom deserved rewards 
were given. He was now corapelled to look after the 
expeditions sent to the Pacific by the English and 
Americans, and to watch the Kussians in Califor-
nia. He gave strict orders to the governor of this 

* ",. province, the commandants at San Blas and Acapulco, 
í J! and the other local authorities on the Pacific, and re-
' h[ quested the president of Guatemala to arrest, if possi-
; 5LI ble, all such exploring ships and the i r crews as came 
l'f': within their respective jurisdictions. During this 
i ...i rule two exploring expeditions were despatched from 

San Blas to the Northwest Coast. FuU details on 
these matters are given in other parts of this history. 
Florûz did not confine himself to war; he favored 
letters, and was a friend to the scientific and literary 
men of Mexico. He endeavored to carry out the 

^* Flores, ímtruc.,inI'nstmcciones Vir., 119. 
".ffeaZ Orden, March 11, 1788, in Mayer's M.'îS.,no. 1; Escudero, NoL 

Son., 71; Bustamante, Suj,lcin., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 82. 
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project of creating a botanic garden, together with 
an institute for lectures, a library, e tc , but the heavy 
expenditure that must be incurred checked these 
enterprises. 

A t this time the treasury had much trouble in 
meeting the outflow resulting from various causes 
bcyond I'Iorez' control. In 1787 the revenue had 
decreased considerably, and left a deficit of nearly one 
million dollars, though Florez had remitted ten mill-
ions. Being unable to finish the palace of Chapulte-
pec he recommended that it should be sold, or that 
the surplus from the liquor revenue should be applied 
to its completion. The old palace at the foot of the hill 
was uow a mass of ruins, The health of the viceroy 
had been bad during the most of the time of his ad-
ministration. He suffered from hypochondria, which 
restricted his efforts,^ Consequently, on the 26th of 
September, 1788, he petitioned the king to relieve 
him of his office and permit his return to Spain. 
This was granted in a royal order of February 22, 
i789, with the condition that he should remain in 
Mexico till his successor arrived,^'^ The crown, how-
ever, in order to show its appreciation of Florez' 
services in Mexico, relieved him from the usual 
residencia, and directed that six months' pay of a 
viceroy should be placed at his disposal from the 
royal treasury, to take him back to Spain,^ H e ac-
cordingly lefb Mexico on the 5th of October for Gua-
dalupe, refusing the honors paid to viceroys on such 
occasions.'^ After delivering the command to his 
successor, on the 19th he started for Vera Cruz, re-
maining in Jalapa tiU November, when he embarked 
for Spain on the ship of the line San Roman. 

^^PavÆS, Vir., in Monum. Dcm. Esp., MS., 56. 
'^ Alaman believes that his son's marriage into a family permanently set-

tled in Mexico, contributed not a little to tne prompt acceptance of the resig-
nation; the policy of the gOTenunent being opposed to high officials or their 
immediate connections Felating themselvea so closely with permanent settlera 
in the country where they held office. 

^̂  ôrdenes de la Corona, MS., iii, 82, 
»• Oomez, Diarío, 326-7. 
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The death of Cárlos I I I . , which occurred the 
14th of December, 1788, was ofíicially announced in 
Mexico the 23d of March in the following year. The 
viceroy, as well as the ayuntamiento, calling itself 
"cabildo, justicia y regimiento de esta imperial corte, 
cabeza de todos los Reinos y Provincias de la Nueva 
Espana," on the same day directed solemn obsequies, 
and public prayers for the soul of the deceased mon-
arch; all citizens and dwellers in the country except-
ing dependants, servants, and Indians, Avere to wear 
mourning, provided at their own expense, during 
six months. The Indians were exempted on account 
of povert}-, and left to use such signs of sorrow as they 
wished, or their small means allowed.**' The prelim-
inary ceremonies took place at 9.30 in the morning of 
the same day and of the next at the cathedral, followed 
by others at the parish and conventual churches, till 
9 o'clock in the night of the 24th. Immediately after 
the announcement of the death, five guns were fired, 
followed by one every fifteen minutes. The balconies 
of the government and other principal buildings were 
dressed with damask, its bright color being relieved 

^j, by black crape. The 26th and 27th of May were fixed 
Hf by the viceroy, audiencia, and archbishop for the 
^̂  obsequies. These were held with the greatest possi-

ble magnificence, the archbishop ofiSciating, and the 
viceroy and other authorities of all ranks attending 
them, the military also taking a prominent part. The 

i, ceremonies were repeated with much solemnity at the 
Santo Domingo convent in Mexico, and at all the chief 
cities and towns in the country,*^ 

Soon after the death of Cárlos I I I . his son Cárlos 
IV. ascended the throne, having been duly recognized 
as the rightful successor. Viceroy Florez had been 

*° Disposiciones Varias, i. 66; Ordev.es de laCorona, MS., iii. 79-80. 
" Gaz. de Méx. (1788-9), iii. 278-9, 302-3, 324-5; Reaks Exequias en Ut 

Sta Catedrai, 1-13, and i.-xxxiv. 1-29; Cárhs III., Reaks Exequiaa, May 
26-7, 1789; Cárhs III., Reaks Ex. en Guadahjara; Cárhs III., Reaies Ex. 
en PuebUi. 

r 1 
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duly apprised of this fact on the 23d of December 
1788, the king manifesting a wish that the expenses 
to be incurred at the festivities to celebrate his acces-
sion should be moderate, so as to relieve his faithful 
vassals from unnecessary burdens, The proclamation 
of the new king was first oflScialIy made in Mexico 
on the 27th of December 1789,*^ and on the 23d of 
January 1790 the intendente-corregidor published an 
edict to notify the people of the capital that from the 
25th to the 28th of January, and from the Ist to the 
7th of February feasts were to be held, The pro-
gramme included high mass and other religious rites, 
swearing allegiance to the sovereign, banquets, balls, 
public iUuminations, fireworks, bull fights, and tourna-
ments. Befitting literary exercises were held at the 
university. 

The ceremonies of recognition, and the consequent 
festivities, were repeated in all the large towns, and 
the people everywhere gave themselves up to rejoic-
ing.** Several other times during the'century had 
the people of Mexico an opportunity to make mani-
fest their loyalty to the crown, In 1789 and 1791, 
upon the birth of princesses, and in 1796 on the oc-
currence of the royal marriages, te deums, salutes, and 
amusements were in order,** 

**Aroyal orderof September 18, 1789, reduced thenumberof occasion^ 
that the audiencia was bound to attend church feasts and other ceremonies. 
I t alao reiterated the royal order of March 14,1785, forbidding the second entry 
by viceroys, Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii. 85-6. 

« Oaz. de Méx. (1790-1), iv. ia-19, 26, 30, 33-4, 36-8, 41-43; Univ. de 
Méx., Obras de ehqiieneia, several pages; PlavÆarte, J., Sermonde Gracias, 
1-26; Cdrhs IV., Breve ReL de las Func, 1-17, and a cut; Penudas, P. Ser-
mon, 1-14; Limon, Hdef. Oomez, Sermon, 1-30. Registro Yucateco, ii. 213-19, 
gives from an unpublished manuscript an account of the feasts that took 
place the 2lBt, 22d, and 23d of April, 1790, in Campeche. 

**ReviUa Oigedo, Bandos, nos, 3, 4, and 47. In 1796 the king granted a 
genend pardon to áll miuor offendersagainst the laws, CeduUirio,m.S.,i. 204, 

K^ 



CHAPTEK XXV, 

ADMINISTRATION OF VICEROY REVILLA GIGEDO 
T H E YOUNGER. 

1789-1794. 

ANCIENT AND ]MODEF,N POPULATION OF N E W SPAIN AND THE CAPITAL— 

CHAPULTEPEC—PALACE OF VICEROY GALVEZ—MoRAL AND SOCIAL CON-

DITION OF THE C A P I T A L — R E F O R M S M A D E BY T H E VICEROY—APPEAR-

ANCE OF THE ClTY IN 1 8 0 0 — P R O M I N E N T B U I L D I N G S — A N D O T H E R 

O B J E C T S OF XOTE—NuESTRA S E N O R A D E LOS R E M E D I O S — A R R I V A L OF 

REVILLA GIGEDO—CRIMES AND QUICK JUSTICE—MILITARY REFORMS— 

INDIAN DISTURBANCES—THE VICEROY'S LETTER-BOX—FORMATION OF 

OFFICIAL ARCHIVES—INTENDENCIAS—EFFECT OF THE FRENCH REVOLU-

TION ON N E W SPAIN—RECALL OF THE VICEROY—UNJUST PERSECU-

TION—HlS FlNAL VlNDICATION. 

ACCORDING to a census taken in 1790, by order of 
Viceroy ReviIIa Gigedo the younger, the population 
of the intendencia of Mexico then exceeded 1,500,000, 
and that of the capital was little short of 113,000;^ 
and yet it is probable that the latter estimate was 
little more than one third of the number of inhabi-
tants that peopled Tenochtitlan immediately before 

1112,926, according to the tabular statement of this census in Gaceta 
Mex., V. 8. I t was considered, however, tha t this count fell short by about 
one sixth. Humboldt, basing his calculation on this census, estiraates the 
population at the beginning of this century a t 137,000. Of these 2,500 were 
Europeans, 65,000 Spanish creoles, 33,000 native Indians, 26,500 mestizos, 
and 10,000 mulattoes. I t is probable that tliis estimate is not too high, 
though the population of the city was fluctuating, being influenced by floods, 
political disturbances, and other causes. Moreover, at certain times the 
capital would be overrun with vagrants, while at others it would be almost 
free from them. Consult fíumboltU, Tab. Estad., JNIS., 7-40; Id., E.isai P<,l., 
i. 194-8; Cancelada, Ruina, 73-7; Guia de I''or't.<tcros, 17'J7, l'J7-S; Zt'ititn". 
y 0., Calend., 149-50; Mcx., Xot. Ciud., 178-80; Guerra, Rev. de N. Esp., 
i. 31, 335; Abeja, Pohlana, 75; Ortiz, Mex. Ii l. Libre, 79-80; Mex. Ord. 
Division, passim; Soc Mex. Geog., BoL, ii. 8. Russell, JJist. Amer., i. 389 
(London, 1778), places the population at 80,000. 

(470) 
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the conquest. I t is, of course, impossible to give the 
population of the ancient capital with any approach 
to accuracy; and, apart from the records of the chron-
iclers, we can but draw our conclusions from the 
number of warriors whom Cuitlahuatzin and Quauh-
témotzin arrayed against the Spaniards and their 
allies, from the remains of walls and buildings, and 
from what we can ascertain of the circumference of 
the city,'' 

From the 4th of July 1523, on which date, it wiU 
be remembered, a coat of arms was presented to the 
capital of New Spain in consideration of its being 
" tan insigne y noble,"^ until the close of the eight-
eenth century the growth in population had not been 
remarkable, Cortés in a letter dated October 15, 
1524,* intimates, as we have seen, that there were 
then 30,000 vecinos, although this number doubtless 
included many non-residents, while Gomara, who 
wrote about the middle of the sixteenth century, 
makes mention of two thousand Spanish settlers alone,^ 
and Torquemada, who describes events that occurred 
thirty years later, places the number of Spanish house-
holds as high as seven thousand, and of native 
families at eight thousand. Allowing for exaggera-
tion, it must be said, therefore, that the progress of 
the metropolis in this particular was much smaller 
than that of many of the old-world capitals during a 
similar period, and far less than has been made with-
in two or three decades by many cities on this conti-
nent. 

I t requires no slight exercise of faith to believe^ 
that the modern capital which is now distant about a 
league from the shore of the lake, was built on the 

* As already stated in my Naiive Races, ii. 560-61, the nnmber of houses > 
is •ariously given at from 30,000 in Aya on to 120,000 in Torquemada; and • 
aocording to the most reliable estimates the population may be set down at 
dbout 300,000. 

*See Hist. Mex., ii, 17, this series, A description of the foundation and 
early growth of the city is given in the opening chapter of that volume. 

*CtorítM, 309, 
^HisL Mex., 236, 
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«ite '' where," as Humboldt says, " stood old Tenoch-
titlan, with its numerous teocallis, which rose toward 
the sky like minarets, surrounded by water and cause-
ways, built upon islands covered with vegetation, and 
with the constant movement of thousands of boats 
(»11 the surface of the lake." The main cause that 
contributed to dry up the lakes round the city, is the 
drainage work of Huehuetoca, of which mention has 
been made in its place.^ The destruction of the for-
ests in the valley of Mexico, occasioned by the vast 
consumption of lumber needed to rebuild the city 
and for other purposes, of course helped to cause a 
shrinkage in the volume of water. 

Chapultepec, a historic spot in Aztec as well as 
New Spain history,'^ alone retained its former beauty. 
After the conquest the Spanish commander stationed 
there a small garrison of Tlascaltecs, and from that 
time it became a favorite place of resort for the Span-

: iards, as it had formerly been of the Mexican em-
<M perors,^ Viceroy Luis Velasco dedicated "to his 
^ sovereign this forest, beautiful place for public recrea-
•u tion," and placed there two greyhounds that had been 

brought from Spain by Archbishop Montúfar, These 
multiplied so rapidly that the species after some years 
became quite common throughout New Spain. 

The viceroy Galvez chose the heights of Chapulte-
'j pec on which to build a palace for himself and his suc-

i jti cessors.^ The design of the structure was somewhat 
•j Temarkable. The side facing Mexico was fortified 

with walls and buttresses capable of supporting can-
jion, though built as though merely for architectural 

f""'! * Page 7 et seq., this vol. 
• » ; ' See Xaiive Races, ii. 166-7; iii. 298; iv. 502; v. 295-7,321^, 330-1, 340. 
to" *The palace which the Montezumas built there was used as a powder fac-

|lf" "tory, and WELÍÍblownupin 17S4, withthe lossof forty-seven lives. SeeGcdvan, 
Claiendario, 1838; Mcx. Gaceta, Dec. 1, 1784, supl.; Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 54; 
Humholdt, Essai Pol. (tom. ii. lib. iii. cap. viiL, German ed.) On June 5, 
1728, the city council issued a license to Juan Diaz del Real, to establish there 
a house to fumish refreshments to visitors who ' fueran á holgar, pan é vino 
é otros mantenimientos.' Icazbaketa, Notas, in Scdazar, Mex. en 1554, 256-7. 

* The crown disapproved of the enormous expense, but too late. Realet 
Cédulas, M.S., 105-6. 

IHtll 
' nf '< 
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adomment. On the north were ditches and wide 
souterrains large enough to contain stores for several 
months.*° When Galvez was wrongfuUy suspected 
of treason, it was thought that the palace was in-
tended to serve him as a last retreat and place of 
defence, should European troops be sent against him. 
The structitre remained uníinished until devoted to 
other uses after the independence, and its beauty was 
marred by the addition of an astronomical observa-
tory. From this point is obtained a fine view of the 
valîey, and of the city of Mexico with its towering 
spires and prominent structures encircled with gar-
dens, orchards, country villas, and shaded causeways." 

A t the time of ReviIIa Gigedo's arrival as viceroy 
of New Spain in 1789, the capital appears to have 
been in a demoralized condition morally and socially. 
" I t had been converted," says Bustamante, "into a 
receptacle for immoral persons, coming from all parts 
of the country, and hiding with greater security in the 
capital than thieves in their forest haunts and dens; 
they act with impunity knowing that there is no police 
to interfere with their conduct." And in no very flat-
tering language this writer laments that the city was 
not the capital of a flourishing empire, but "a cess-
pool, filthy and pestiferous, with its centre in the 
principal square." 

Indeed, this plaza presented a singular appearance. 
Notwithstanding the orders issued after the riot of 
1692, its surface was covered with booths and stands 
of every description and filled with half-naked huck-
sters. The gallows and the pUIory occupied a promi-
neiit place in front of the viceregal palace to the 
right, and the execution of criminals could be wit-
nessed by many thousands of spectators. A column, 
poorly constructed and crowned by a statue of Fer-

^^Humboldt, Essai Pol., i. 202. 
11 More particulars conceming Chapultepec may be fonnd in ReviUa CHgedo, 

Remdenda, MS,, 374-85; Panes, Vireyes, MS., 128; Mendoza, Carta, in FU>-
rida, Col. Doc, 137; Terjumx-Comp.,aéT. ii. tom. v. 273; Dicc. Univ., ix. 31-
5, 385; Viagero Univ., xxvi. 190 et seq. 
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nando VI . rose in the centre of the square, and on one 
side was the graveyard of the cathedral, The interior 
of the viceregal palace, which was never closed, was 
also filled with hucksters' booths, and along the sides 
of its walls flowed the drainage canal which received 
the oflTal of the city. The police system was in keep-
ing with the condition of the plaza; there were no 
watchmen or guardians of the peace, nor any other 
means to assure .safety than the occasional few patrols 
of alcaldes or citizens; there were no street lights, 
and at night it was necessary to carry torches or 
lanterns; the pavements were neglected, and through 
the middle of the streets ran open gutters loaded with 
filth. Nevertheless, comparing the condition of the 
capital with that of many of the principal European 
cities in the eighteenth century, the contrast is not 
very marked. 

Revilia Gigedo comprehended the immediate neces-
sity of reform. He recognized that the prevailing 
abuses were caused by the indolence and criminal 
neglect of former rulers, Avhose principal aim seemed 
always to have been the accumulation of riches which 
they might enjoy on their return to Spain. He sup-
pressed the festivities at his reception; the palace 
and the plaza were deprived of their filthy booths; 
working men were compelled to appear in more 
decent dress; public baths and market-places were 
overhauled and regulated; a system of lighting the 
streets was inaugurated, the paving of streets was 
recommenced, and an effective fire brigade was or-
ganized. A multitude of other useful measures was 
adopted during the administration of this able and 
energetic ruler. Among theni was a reduction in the 
number of feast days which clogged the regular course 
of trafíic and commoice, and increased the natural 
indolence of the masses. A foundling institute was 
also erected to check the crime of child-murder, which 
had become very prevaleut, 

This was not all, Not a siiigle elementary free 
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school is said to have existed at the time in the capi-
tal or in the provinces, and nearly aU the other insti-
tutions of learning were under the charge of friars, 
generally ignorant and cruel, whUe the female insti-
tutes were directed by women whose mode of teaching 
consisted in narrating ridiculous stories of saints, cal-
culated to develop the superstition of the listeners. 
Of useful knowledge, a little reading and writing were 
suflScient.̂ ^ Even the school of mining, so celebrated 
in after years, was only an institute in name. I t lacked 
professors, instruments, and apparatus, and its utility 
was questionable. AU these matters received the 
attention of the viceroy. A t the same time he es-
tabUshed a new police system and remodelled the 
administration of justice. Great changes were soon 
apparent, and the labors of ReviUa Gigedo became of 
lasting benefit to New Spain,particularly to the capital, 

Notwithstanding these drawbacks, at the close of 
the eighteenth century Mexico was the largest city 
in America, and one of the finest built by Euro-
peans on either hemisphere, From north to south it 
measured one league, and three fourths of a league 
from east to west. I t was encircled by a ditch, 
or navigable canal, which served at the same time as 
a drain and military defence, and prevented goods from 
being introduced except by the causeways and gates, 
thus serving as a protection to the customs depart-
ment. The buildings were plain and elegant, not 
overladen with ornament, and not disfigured by the 
uncouth galleries and balconies so common to other 
Spanish cities. The material of which they were 
mainly constructed—^tetzontli and a peculiar kind of 
porphyry**—gave them an aspect of solidity and splen-

i'Biveia, Oobema'ntes, i. 476, whose facilitiea to aacertain hiatorical data 
oonceming the city of Mexico may be considered fully as ample as those of 
Zamacois, supports the statement made in the text, The latter author, Hist. 
MtQ., V, 683, takea nmbrage at this, claiming that many elementary institu-
tions existed in the counti*y at the time, partLcularly for orphans, in which 
tuition and maintenance were given gratoitonsly. 

i'The i>orona amygdaloid called tetrontli, and a porphyry of vitreoua 
felspar witíiout any quartz. 
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dor. The most prominent architectural structure in 
the city was then, as it is now, the cathedral; and 
as to the palace of the viceroys, it Avas said that 
no edifice in Madrid could compare with it in size." 
Adjoining, and on the side fronting tow-ard the palace 
of the archbishop, stood the mint, a large and imposing 
structure. The custom-house, fronting on the plaza 
Santo Domingo, was also a fine edifice, The botanic 
garden in one of the courts of the viceregal palace, 
though small, was famous for its collection of rare 
plants, and of such as were important to industry and 
commerce, Here Viceroy Bucareli would pitch his 
tent during certain seasons of the year, receive vis-
itors day and night, and transact his business. 

Another large building was the tobacco factory, in 
which more than five thousand persons were employed, 
A structure of historical interest was the famous 
acordada building, erected during Bucareli's adminis-
tration, and situated between the alameda and the 
paseo bearing that viceroy's name.^^ The municipality 
buildings were also of imposing proportions, situated 
on the principal plaza and facing the parian}^ which 
had taken the place of the baratillo and occupied an 
area of a hundred and forty varas. Other edifices of 
note were the college of San Ildefonso, and the mining 
school with its physical, mechanical, and mineralogical 
collections; the university building and public library, 
and the academy of fine arts with its collection of 
gypsum casts; the celebrated hospices, and the build-

\ ings of the inquisition, The least favored of all the 
public buildings was the theatre,^^ 

The principal entrances to the city were those of 
Guadalupe, Angeles, Traspana, Chapultepec, San 

'*' No hay en Madrid edificio comparable en extension con el palacio del 
Virey.' Esta a, xxvi. 278. 

^^ld., 27U. 
ifi.See Vill't-Scnor y Sanchez, Teatro,'i. 5^1; Mex., NoL Ciudad Mex., 8 

et seq.; (Jríiz, Mex. Indep. Libre, 485 et seq.; Estalla, xxvi. 281. 
" ' El coliseo 6 teatro es iudigno de México, y no se puede ponderar su de-

formidad sino afirmando que es abominable el edificio, y lo peor es que ame-
naza desplomarse.' Ortiz, Mex. Ind. Lihre, 497. 
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Anton, and San Lázaro. The two magnificent aque-
ducts which enter by way of Traspana and Chapulte-
pec and supply the city with water, have been described 
elsewhere, 

The so-called paseos, or public walks, were the de-
light of the Mexican population, The most beautiful 
of them was the famed alameda, which had no equal 
in Spain, The paseo of Iztacalco was another favor-
ite resort, and lay on the banks of a canal of that 
name. By this route and the canal of Chalco hun-
dreds of canoes brought daily into the city building 
material, provisions, vegetables, fruit, and flowers in 
great quantities, until in time the canals were filled up 
in the central part of the capital; particularly when the 
streets became raised in consequence of the deposits 
left by inundations. The greater part of the vege-
tables and flowers were raised on the famous chinam-
pas, or floating gardens; their number, however, was 
daily diminishing. In the paseo of Bucareli an ob-
ject of just admiration was the colossal equestrian 
statue of Cárlos IV,, first erected on the principal 
square, but in later years removed to this place of rec-
reation. This piece of American art was executed by 
the order and at the expense of Viceroy Branciforte, 
I t was of bronze and in one piece, modelled, cast, and 
erected by the celebrated Mexican sculptor Manuel 
Tolsa. Humboldt, who was present at the unveiling 
of the monument, says that, except the statue of 
Marcus Aurelius at Rome, there was nothing of the 
kind in Europe to equal it in beauty and purity of 
design.^^ 

Among the convents the most prominent was that 
of the Franciscans, which in the year 1800 enjoyed an 
income from alms alone of more than a hundred thou-
sand pesos, Of the churches remarkable for splendor, 
elegance, and beauty of design those of San Agustin, 
Santo Domingo, San Pablo, Soledad, Jesus María, 
and Santa Teresa were the most noteworthy. In this 

i^See Humboldt, Essai PoL, L 



m^m 

478 VTCEROY REVILLA GIGEDO THE YOUNGER. 

connection may be mentioned an image of the virgin 
worshipped under the name of Nuest ra Senora de los 
Bemedios, to wdiich miraculous powers were attrib-
uted. This was among the images brought to Mexico 
by the soldiers of Cortés. I t belonged to one Juan 
Bodriguez de ViIIafuerte, to whom it had been given 
by his brother, who said it had aided him greatly in 
his campaigns in I taly and Germany. The image 
was at first placed in a temple hastily built, and from 
that time became an object of veneration to Spaniards 
and Indians, on account of favors said to have been 
conferred on the public and on individuals in times 
of calamity. In 1574, as before mentioned, a church 
was founded for its reception, where four festivals 
were celebrated yearly—those of the nativity, purifi-
cation, incarnation, and conception. Many great 
marks of favor were recorded, after the building of 
this temple; particularly in times of drought, storm, 
epidemic, earthquake, inundation, and famine. Down 
to 1696 the image had been solemnly carried in pro-
cession to the city as often as fifteen times. 19 

Of all the viceroys of New Spain, the fifty-second, 
Don Juan Vicente de G emes Pacheco de PadiIIa, 
conde de BeviIIa Gigedo, was one of the most able. 

i 'The first solemn occasion was in 1577, 'para dar remedio á la epidemia 
del cocoIistlL' Mcdina, (Jhrtín. S. Diego, 31-2. In 1810, after the first war of 
independence broke out, it was brought to and placed in llie cathedral. The 
viceroy laid at its feet his baton, and declared the virgin 'generala' of the 
loyalist troops, decorating the image with the insignia of that rank. The 
liatriots, on the other hand, bestowed the rank of captain-general on their 
íavoiite, theimageof the virgin of Guadalupe. Thuswas the virgin underdif-
ferent names called on to lead the two hostile armies. Vetancfrt, Prov. S. 
Ecai j . , 128-32. For description and particulars concerning the city of Mex-
ico íit different periods, see (J'i'úby's Ainrrica, 86, 243 ; CugcJs Sivrviy, S7-l.')0; 
.Suiitinluitg, JicistJ)., 4.J.'}-7S; Vcl'tncvrt, Cit hidMex., 1-5; MeíVinu, Clirtín. S. 
JJir'jo, Mex., 234; Panes, Vir'ips, MS., 128; Tratudo, Mex.,pt. v. 28-45; 
(Jidíc, Mem. yXot., 42-5; JJovdu, Cont., MS., 302; Torquemada, i. 298-304; 
Ccj.c'lu, Rd., in Bouchcr, vi. 1.34; (Joitzulcz iJúv'tla, Teatro E<-les., L 7-8, 11; 
ViUu-Senor, Teatro, i. 5.3-Gl; Mcndozu, (J'irla, in Fhrida, Col. Doc 137; 
JJuiitholdt, Essui PoL, 2 0 2 ^ ; ReviUa Gigedo, Jiesid., MS., 374 8.); Viagero 
i'iiiv.. lOOetseq; Ortiz, Mex. Indep. Lib., 485-535; Orozco y Berra, Mem. 
Ciud. Mex., 1 .J0-222; Pagés, in Berenger, Col. Voy., vi. 44-6; CorreaL Voy. 
(Parised.) , i. 50-00; Mex. NoL, Ciud'. Mex., 8-188; RusseU's HisL Am., i. 
382-4. 
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After being appointed captain of the viceregal guard 
under his father, who was a former viceroy, he served 
with distinction as lieutenant-colonel of the Spanish 
guards at the siege of Gibraltar, Landing at Vera 
Cruz on October 8, 1789, the baton of oflfice was 
delivered to him at Guadalupe^" on the 16th of the 
same month, 

The count was the man needed for the occasion. 
One morning, about a week after his arrival, it was 
found that the house of a wealthy merchant, named 
Joaquin Dongo, had been broken into by burglars, 
money and valuables stolen, and all the members of 
the household, eleven in number, assassinated. The 
criminals were executed on November 7th, a fortnight 
after the commission of the deed. Never before, ex-
cept in the days of Velazquez aiid other oflficials of 
the santa hermandad and acordada, had justice been 
administered with such despatch. 

For many years before the viceroy's arrival a cele-
brated bandit named PiIIo Madera had been the terror 
of the community, The authorities either would or 
could not bring the miscreant to justice, His astute-
ness and audacity were as great as those of any of his 
famous colleagu^s in Italy, and his band of cut-throats 
had never been surpassed in ferocity and cruelty, 
Madera alone had committed twenty-eight highway 
robberies and seven assassinations. The new ruler 
made short work of the matter: in 1791 PiIIo Madera 
was captured and hanged. 

During ReviIIa Gigedo's administration war was 
declared with France. Although there was little fear 
of invasion the viceroy made all needful preparations. 
A regiment of dragoons was sent to Durango to pro-
tect the borders of the provincias internas; the militia 
on the north coast was prepared for eflficient service, 

^° He was originally appointed viceroy of Buenoa Ayrea; but in conse-

ãuence of tibe resignation of Florez, he was ordered to proceed to New Spain, 
ee Ordenes de Ut Corona, MS., iii. 82. 

îlr 
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and the fortifications of San Juan de Ulúa strength-
ened; the garrison of Vera Cruz was reénforced,and the 
king's treasure, ready for shipment, removed to a safe 
distance. AII this w âs accomplished at little expense. 

The condition of the army occupied the viceroy's 
special attention and a reconstruction was proposed 
according to orders issued in January, 1792. The 
regular troops and the militia were in a demoralized 
condition, and their insubordination gave such seri-
ous cause of offence that they were put under strict 
regulations, and a portion of the latter disbanded. 
These measures caused dissatisfaction, particularly 
among the creoles, and it is claimed that the reduc-
tion in the militia was one of the few errors of BeviIIa 
Gigedo's administration. Bustamante says that he 
gave a fatal blow to this branch of the service, de-
stroying and unmaking w^hat had been established with 
much care and labor since the time of Viceroy Cru-
íllas. In his instructions to Branciforte, the count 
claimed, however, that in the enlistment of provin-
cials there seemed to have been no other purpose 
than to defraud the king's treasury, for such troops 
were unreliable in action.^^ 

The immediate consequence of this measure was 
that native tribes committed depredations in the east-
ern provinces. Many colonists were assassinated in 
Coahuila, the Indians penetrating to within the con-
fines of SaltiIIo, driving off cattle, and winning over 
the presidio of San Juan de Bio Grande. StiII greater 

1 disturbances occurred in the colony of Nuevo Santan-
der, where in the settlements of Laredo, ReviIIa, and 

5il Mier, twenty-five Spaniards were killed between 
March and July, 1791. 

** ReviUa Gigedo, Instmc, 147. Bustamante, in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 104, 
says that the viceroy believed them to be no match for foreign troops in case 
of invasion. The viceroy reduced the militia in order to increase the royal 
revenue; for while serving, the Indian was exempt from the payment of trib-
ute, ceasing to enjoy this privilege as soon as discharged. Id., Id., 105. The 
Spanish government disapproved of the count's measures, and decrees •were 
Bubsequently issued for the reconstruction of the militia, during Branciforte's 
administration. 

'V^ 



PUBLIC ESPIONAGE. 4SI 

Another source of dissatisfaction among the oflficials 
of the capital was the viceroy's order that a letter-
box should be placed in one of the halls of the palace, 
into which any person having cause for grievance 
might deposit a written statement of the facts for his 
information. He knew well that the complaints of 
the people seldom came to the ears of the ruler, and 
that the abuses committed by those who surrounded 
him, were carefully concealed by the courtiers whose 
interest it was to represent everything in the most 
favorable light for themselves. This matter exposed 
the viceroy to insult through anonymous communica-
tions, and many an honest oflficial was wrongfully 
accused by some hidden foe. This, however, ReviIIa 
Gigedo had undoubtedly anticipated. Wise enough 
to disregard vilifications of this kind, he received, on 
the other hand, many important suggestions from 
well meaning and loyal citizens, who denounced actual 
abuses, and disclosed the true state of affairs in the 
kingdom, The secret information no doubt enabled 
him to inaugurate many useful measures, of which 
the instructions to his successor give ample proof, and 
which otherwise might not have been suggested. 
The oflficials, however, who were thus attacked from 
an unknown quarter, and often with suflficient cause, 
continued loud in their denunciation of the practice, 
as directly favoring a system of espionage unworthy 
of the high station and dignity of a viceroy, Though 
it may have been a dangerous practice, BeviIIa Gigedo 
made good use of it,̂ ^ 

The dispositions of the viceroy made necessary a 
change in the system of arranging, classifying, and 
preserving oflficial documents, which had received 
little or no attention on the part of his predecessors, 
the secretaries generally using their own judgment 

*" Se ha qnerido decir que por este medio se autorizaba el espionage; con-
fieso que es peligroso cuando el gefe no sabe hacer buen uso de él, y que 
semejante un veneno aprovecha 6 mata segun el profesor que lo ministoa. 
En Revilla Gigedo obrôlos buenos efectos.' Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 105. 

HuT. MEX., YOI.. m . 31 
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and consulting their own convenience in the matter.'^' 
BeviIIa Gigedo therefore determined to form general 
archives in which were deposited all documents of 
importance pertaining to the tribunals and other 
branches of administration, without any expense to 
the crown.^* 

The intendencias established by his predecessor 
continued unchanged during his administration, ex-
cept that he ordered the intendencia of San Luis 
Potosí to comprise the territories of Coahuila and 
Texas, the intendente himself to act as subdelegate in 
regard to all contentions arising on questions of ex-
chequer and war. In accordance with instructions 
from the crown commissioners were sent to explore 
the portion of Texas near the confines of Louisiana 
to determine whether it were convenient to extend 
the limits of the latter territory to the river Sabinas 25 

While the viceroy, faithful to his trust, was improv-
ing the condition of New Spaiii, the tempest of the 
French revolution was raging in its greatest fury, and 
Louis XVI . was no more. Though most of the oi-
dores were inimical to the viceroy, they vied with each 
other in representing to the people that the im-
prisonment and execution of the French monarch was 
a transgression against laws divine and human. More-
over the English colonies of North America had re-
cently shaken off their allegiance. The authorities 
began to tremble; and to increase their alarm, from 
the mother country came secret reports that among 
the merchandise shipped to the colonies were numer-

" The reader wiQ remember the loss of the valuable manuscripts, taken from 
Boturini during Fuenclara's administration, which could only be attributed 
to the carelessness of the secretaries. 

** It was the custom of the viceroy to drop in unawares upon the govem-
ment employés when they least expected him. In this manner he visited 
the tribunals, treasury, acordada, and other offices, where he had found th» 
archives in dire confusion. 

»̂ The govemor of Louisiana reminds us of the times of Nufio de Guzman. 
He was removed by the viceroy for having kUIed in cold blood five friendly 
Lipan Indians, who were on a visit at his own residence, and also for other 
grave ofifences. 
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ous articles, as snuff-boxes, watches, and even pieces 
of money, bearing the figure of a woman dressed in 
white, displaying a banner, and around her the in-
scription " Libertad Americana," The viceroy was 
enjoined to confiscate all of these articles that he 
could lay hands upon; and in order to prevent the 
revolutionary contagion from spreading to New Spain, 
the introduction and circulation of books, pamphlets, 
and papers, bearing on religious or political emanci-
pation, were prohibited, and the greatest vigilance ex-
ercised by all the authorities to impede even private 
correspondence on matters relating to the French 
revolution. I t was at this time also that Cárlos IV, 
issued his famous decree prohibiting French prison-
ers in New Spain from discussing public affairs per-
taining to their country, 

During his administration, ReviIIa Gigedo made 
other public improvements and did much to develop 
the commerce and industrial condition of New Spain, 
Botanical gardens were laid out in the suburbs of the 
capital; the drainage of the city received attention; 
mills were built for the manufacture of cotton, silk, 
hemp, linen; bridges were constructed; and the roads 
were repaired and improved, especially the one lead-
ing from Mexico to Vera Cruz. Mining and agri-
culture were also encouraged, and it is said that at 
this period the coinage averaged twenty-four millions 
of pesos a year against eighteen to twenty millions 
previously. The series of orders which the viceroy 
issued for these purposes are regarded with great 
interest even at the present day by students of polit-
ical administration.^^ 

But the expenses occasioned by these improve-
ments were necessarily great, so much so, that the 
crown, always selfish and grasping with her colonies, 

** See RetnUa Gigedo, Æamrfos, passim; Id.,Instmc., MS,, passim; Dispos. 
Varías, ii. 63; Alvarez, Manif, 6; Zuniga y 0., Ccdend., 36-7; Arroniz, Hist. 
y Cron., 144-9; Doc Ecks. Méx., MS., v. pt i. 
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began to put obstacles in the way; particularly as the 
viceroy had paid much attention to the moral and 
social progress of the community, and enlightenment 
was not particulaily desired at this time. The home 
government having become displeased with his admin-
istration, his successor, the marqués de Branciforte, 
was appointed in 1794; thus he did not complete the 
five years of oflfice for whicli it was intended that he 
.'̂ l̂ .ould serve. I t was ordered that his residencia be 
taken in secret by the new viceroy, and a public in-
vestigation proclairaed and concluded within forty 
da^'s. The marquis refused to hold a secret residencia, 
alleging that it \vas necessary for ReviIIa Gigedo to 
dcpart for Spain previous to taking any steps in the 
matter. Wheu he had sailed, his successor, knowing 
the cause of his removal, incited the ayuntamiento of 
Mexico to prefer numerous charges against him; but 
though the matter was not concluded for several 
years, he was finally acquitted, and the corregidores 
of Mexico were sentenced to pay all costs.̂ '̂  

^' Notwithstanding apparently serious accusations against Revilla Gigedo, 
on his re tum to Spain he was appointed director-general of artiUery by the 
king, ^vho i t seems believed him innocent. His death occurred May 12, 1799, 
before any decision was rendered concerning his residencia, and Iiis last days 
were embittered by unjust persecution. Wheu the sentence of the council 
of tlie Indies was tinally pronounced, the tn i th became known, and tlie vir-
tues and faithful services of liiiy eminent ruler were duly appreciated, and 
his descendants made grai lees of Spain of the first class. In conuection with 
his I eic'̂ n may be mentioned an expedition despatched in January 1790, under 
Juan Eliza, to occupy the new establishment a t Nootka on the northem coast 
of tlie CalLfornias, with orders to explore the islands and places on the coast 

5Î! ^isited liy Ciiok. One year later, in May 1791, the celebrated mariner Alex-
i ^lj andro Malaspina touclied a t Acapulco on liis voyage north, to investigate the 
I Jî {I exi.stence of the i u th-west passage to the Atlantic, based on a narrative of the 
' i' voyage of Lorenzo Eerrer de Maldonado in 1558, and said to have been re-

. . i| cently discovcred iu private archives. 
•;i ! T!ic foUowing authorities have been consulted on matters conceraing this 
)<<. administration: Revilla G'igedo, Instruccion, 'M.S., passim; Id., Bandos,'pts. 
Sr i.-iii. xxi. xxiii. x.\.\iii.; Id., Sokmncs Exicpdas, passim; ItL, Res'tdcncia, 
'.•••'.• MS., passiin; DispoJ«:.iones Varias, i. 6G-Í)4, 131-3; ii. 63; iii. 4 1 ; Ord'iies 

;, de la Corona, MS., iii. 82; v. 133; Ccdular'ios, L 152; Doc E<-lcs. Mex., MS., 
V. pt. i. 2; Papeles Franciscanos, MS., i. Ist ser. 221; Panes, V'trrijcs, M8., 

I 139-40; Cavo, Tres Si<jhs,iii. 86-166; Bustamante, Efcm., i. passini; Zunign 
Í" y 0., Cakndario, 35-7; Lerdode Tcjada, Apunt. Ilist., p t .v . 312-13; Estalla, 

xxvi. 190 et seq; Arroniz, Hist. y Cron., 144-9; Gomez, Diario, 317-468; 
Dicc Univ., iii. 103-4, 732-4; x. 259-69; Álaman, DiserL, iii. app. 80-2. 

få 
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VÍCEROY BRANCIFORTE—PREJUDICE AGAINST H I M — A N D CAUSES THEREOF— 

PERSECUTION OF FRENCH RESIDENTS—ORGANIZATION OF THE M I L I T I A — 

SHAMEFUL TRAFFIC IN HONORS AND COMMISSIONS—A DEPELETED 

TREASURY—AUTO DE FÉ—PERSECUTION OF THE ENGLISH—PREPARATIONS 

FOR W A R — R E C A L L OF BRANCIFORTE—ARRIVAL OF VICEROY AZANZA— 

MILITARY CHANGES—EFFECTS OF THE W A R WITH ENGLAND—GEKMS OF 

REVOLUTION IN MEXICO—GUERRERO'S CONSPIRACY— FATE OF THE MALE-

CONTENTS—THE MACHETE PLOT—INDIAN ASPIRATIONS TO ROYALTY— 

DiscoMFiTURE OF NATIVE CONSPIRATORS—INTERNAL PROGRESS—STORMS 

AND EARTHQUAKES—REOALL OF THB VICEROY. 

ON the 15th of June 1794 the marqués de Branci-
forte^ arrived at Vera Cruz and took charge of the 
government about a month later. He was a native 
of Sicily, and belonged to the familv of the princes of 
Carini, His rank of captain-general of the Spanish 
army, his grandeeship of Spain, and appointment as 
viceroy, he owed to his brother-in-Iaw, Manuel Godoy, 
duke of Alcudia, and afterward known as the prince 
of peace. His administration was in strong contrast 
with that of his predecessor, and even before his ar-
rival he gave proof of qualities which afterward made 
him one of the most unpopular rulers of New Spain. 
Although he received, besides his salary as viceroy 
and captain-general, an additional sum of twenty thou-
sand pesos a year, he contrived that all his baggage 
and effects should pass through the custom-house at 

^ Don Miguel de la Grua Talamanca y Branciforte, marqués de Branciforte, 
was the fifty-third viceroy of New Spain. CeduUtrio, MS., iii. 129; Disposi-
mones Varias, i. 97; Gomez, Diario, 398, 410. 
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Vera Cruz without examination. This created the 
belief that he had brought a large quantity of valu-
able merchandise from Spain to dispose of in the col-
onies, and thus defraud the revenue.^ 

The marquis was invested wdth the order of the 
golden fleece by Cárlos IV. Vainglorious with this 
testimony of royal favor, he made haste to adorn his 
person with the badge, and lost no opportunity to 
display it before the public^ This demonstration of 
vanity became offensive to the people, and gave occa-
sion for much satire and ridicule. Caricatures of the 
viceroy began to circulate, with a dead cat suspended 
from his neck instead of the lamb insignia of the 
order.* A t a reception held in the palace he re-
mained seated under a canopy during the usual cere-
monies, though this pretension to royal homage had 
no precedent among the viceroys.^ 

The main object of the new viceroy was to enrich 
himself, by fair means or fouL^ Bivera says that he 
undid all the •benefit wrought by BeviIIa Gigedo,' 

^ Alaman, Rivera, Mayer, Arroniz, and other authorities make the same 
assertion; and Bustamante, who knew Branciforte personally, says: 'Con 
mucha anticipacion se previno por la côrte que no se la registrase su equipage, 
que Ilegô dentrq de poco, y esto diô luego á conocer que traía una riquirima 
factura de géneros preciosos para venderlos por altos precios, y comenzar á 
hacer su fortuna, objecto principal conque se le enviaba.' Cavo, Tres Sighs, 
iii. 166. Zamacois, who, for some reason, seems anxious to screen the mem-
ory of this viceroy, here makes but a mild apology in saying, Hist. MeJ., v. 
692, ' No me atreveré yo á decir que las sospechas descansaban en un hecho 

\\',' positivo, ni quiero inclinar el ánimo del lector á un desfavorable concepto 
Sj. hácia el nuevo gobernante.' 

' ' SLn demora se lo puso, y con él se presentô á lucirlo aquella noche en el 
teatro. ' Gomez, Diario, 414. 

* ' El pueblo explicaba su enojo, no solo con las habHUas, sino tambien 
con las caricaturas. Cuando le vLno el toison de oro, pintaron á Branciforte 
con el collar puesto, pero en lugar del cordero con que termina este coUar, le 
pusieron nn gato.' Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 173. 

^ 'These trifles,' says Zamacois, Hist. Mej., v. 697, 'which perhaps in 
another would have passed unnoticed, were considered censurable in Branci-
forte, as the people were already prejudiced against him because of his being 
a foreigner.' 

^' Su principal objeto fué enriquecer, y el intermedio que se valiô para ello 
fue D. Francisco Perez Sonanes, conde de Contramina, que era el canal por 
donde se conseguian todas las gracias á precio de dinero.' Ahman, Disert., 
iii. app. 83; Lacunza, Dicc Ilist., 530-1; Respucsta, in Pap. í 'ar. , 17-18. 

' ' Fué corraptor de la severa y benéfica admhiistracion de ReviIIagigedo, 
así como reemplazô en la MetrôpoU D. Manuel Godoy á los ministros ilustra-
dos de Cárlos I H . ' Rivera, Gob., i. 488; see álso Id., HisL JaL, i. 177-8, 187, 



HYPOCRISY AND PECULATION. 487 

His efforts at dissimulation were of no avail, and 
merely showed him in a baser light; for his character 
was but a blending of subtle astuteness and hypocrisy. 
Adoration of the royal family, and veneration for the 
virgin of Guadalupe, were ever on his lips. Every 
Saturday, and every twelfth day of the month, he 
would appear at the sanctuary; and a veiled image of 
the virgin was placed on the balcony of the palace.^ 

The war between France and Spain still continued, 
and one of the first acts of the viceroy was to con-
fiscate the possessions of all Frenchmen living in 
Louisiana and New Spain.^ His pretext was that 
French settlers were spreading revolutionary doctrines 
throughout the country, and casting aspersions on the 
virtue of Queen Louisa in connection with his broth-
er-in-Iaw. The viceroy raised the force of militia to 
its former strength, though for what purpose save to 
fill his own pockets does not appear. A t that time 
commissions were much sought after by the sons of 
the noble and wealthy, I t was notorious, says Busta-
mante, that he appointed as his representative the 
count of Contramina, at whose house favors, oflfices, and 
commissions were dispensed to the highest bidder. 
There was not a stripling of means or family in the 
kingdom who did not long to wear an epaulette. 
Newly appointed oflficers were required to contribute 
sums of money, ostensibly for the purpose of procur-
ing arms and accoutrements for the troops, though it 
is asserted that none were purchased from the pro-
ceeds of these contributions,^" I t was also notorious 

^When he took occasion to speak of the king, 'se entemecia, hacia puche-
ritos, exhalaba suspiros, y parecia entrar en tiernos deliquios; sobre todo, 
cuando referia las piedades de sus benignas manos, y de sus catôlicos pechos.' 

® Zamacois, IJist. MeJ., v. 705, who ' supposes' that after the treaty of 
Basil, Ju ly 22, 1795, those who were expelled from Mexico recovered their 
own, is in error. Persecution ofFrench, in Respuesta, Pap. Var., 17-18. 

'" ' No hemos visto Ilegar un fusil de Europa con esta contribucion, y úni-
camente consta en la correspondencia ministerial, que solo habia ocho mil fu-
Biles útiles en Perote, y que los cuerpos levantados no tenian armamento.' 
Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 169. The muskets here mentioned were probably those 
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at the time that soon after his arrival Branciforte 
had sold the oflfice of subdelegate of ViIIa Alta to 
one Francisco Buiz de Conejares for the sum of forty 
thousand pesos. 

Though during the administration of BeviIIa Gi-
gedo, nearly one hundred and ten millions of pesos 
had been coined in tlie Mexican mint, the exorbitant 
demands of the crown had always kept the colonial 
treasury depleted. Moreover the duties on sugar and 
other commodities had been repealed, In order to 
replenish the royal coffers and his own, the viceroy 
now enforced an order which required all intendentes 
to deposit ten thousand pesos as security, this sum 
being retained until their residencia was taken, 

Rumors of war between Spain and the United 
States were at this time afloat because of the hostile 
attitude of the latter country concerning the province 
of Louisiana. But the matter soon ended in a treaty 
of friendship signed at San Lorenzo in October 1795.'^ 

After the conclusion of peace between Spain and 
France, Branciforte received orders from the crown 
to release the French prisoners, whereupon Branci-
forte delivered them over to the inquisition. Among 
those persecuted were Juan Lauset, and Estévan 
Morell; the latter a professorof medicine, licensed by 
the medical faculty of Mexico. He escaped torture 
by committing suicide; but sentence must be pro-
nounced and executed nevertheless. On the 9th of 
August 1795 an auto de fé was celebrated, in which 
the dead physician was condemned as a confirmed 
heretic, deist, and materialist, "voluntary" suicide, and 
"apparent atheist.'^'^ 

which arrived during ReviUa Gigedo's rule. Other authors agree as to the 
shameful eale of oíBces and commissions, while Zamacois, fíist. MeJ., v. 697-
8, as usual, endeavors to create the impression that Branciforte's conduct 
was strictly honorable. 

" Boundaries and navigation were regulated; the treaty was signed by 
Thomas Pinckney on the part of the United Statcs, and by the favorite Godoy 
for Spain. Xorth Americans were prohibited from entering the territory of 
New Spain. See Guerra entre Mex. y los E. U., 3-5. 

'* These íact.s are taken from the secret archives of the viceroys, where all 
the correspoiidcnce is found between Branciforte and the inquisition concera-
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On the declaration of war between England and 
Spain in 1796 all intercourse between the two nations 
ceased, and the English who resided in New Spain 
shared the fate of the French during the war which 
terminated the previous year. The colonial forces 
were increased, and Branciforte concentrated his army, 
eight thousand strong, between Orizaba, Côrdoba, 
Jalapa, Perote, and Encero,^^ with head-quarters at 
Orizaba. He strengthened the fortifications at San 
Juan de Ulúa, and provisioned that fortress for a six 
months' siege. AU the batteries on the coast were 
put in a state of defence, and several gun-boats were 
constructed. The coiiimander of the fortress at Aca-
pulco was directed to complete the organization of 
the militia on that coast, to call to his aid the com-
panies at Zacatula, to reénforce the infantry garrison 
and his artillery detachment, and to mount guns of 
the heaviest calibre. The naval commander at San 
Blas received orders to the same effect, and was in-
structed to cooperate with the commander-general of 
the provincias internas and the intendente of Guada-
lajara." 

In the midst of these warlike preparations Branci-
forte received notice that his successor had been 
appointed. The excitement during the preparations 
for war gave him an opportunity to leave the capital 
in 1797, under pretext of taking command of the 

ing the persecution of foreigners, Though Zamacois profusely copies Alaman, 
he perhaps intentionally suppresses the statement of this author, fíist. Mej., 
i. 127-8, 'que el virey marques de Branciforte excitase repetidamente el zelo, 
no muy tibio por cierto, de la inquisicion para no dejarlas (seditious doctrines) 
echar raiz, persiguiendo de acuerdo ambas autoridades á los franceses . . . 
muchos de los cuales fueron Uevados á las cárceles de la inquisicion, otros á 
la de la corte, y todos con muy pocas excepciones obUgados á salir del reino.' 
Why Zamacois should have omitted to notice these statements of his favorite 
author against Branciforte îs not clear. 

i'The army consisted of the militiaregiments of Mexico, Tlascala, Toluca, 
Tres ViIIas, Celaya, Oajaca, and ValIadoUd, together with a cavalry force. 
OuiadeForasterosiX ^), 156-83; Rivera,HisL JaL, i. 179. 

^* The particulars of these preparations may be found in Brandfork, Mar-
quea de, Instmcdon, MS, (Mex, 1797), p, 47, This manuscript comprises a 
review of Branciforte's administration; progress in varíous branches of gov-
emment, condition of treasury, revenue, army defenses, with suggestiona 
for their continuation, and a bríef account of the condition of the CaUfomias. 
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troops at Orizaba, His stay at that town, where he 
was surrounded by his creatures, was marked by a 
series of disgraceful orgies, and when in May 1798, 
he embarked for Spain, he took with him nearly five 
millions of pesos in gold and silver, the greater por-
tion of which belonged to him, Never had the people 
of New Spain complained so bitterly and with so 
good cause, as against this viceroy, who in after years 
deserted his sovereign in the hour of his sorest need," 

The new viceroy, Don Miguel José de Azanza, 
assumed oflfice on the 31st of May 1798, and as he 
was known to be a man of ability and character, his 
public reception in the capital on the lOth of July fol-
lowing, was enthusiastic,^^ He showed himself worthy 
of the good opinion of the people, and secured their 
confidence and respect by one of the earliest measures 
of his administration, Having determined that the 
exigencies of the war with England did not require a 
standing army of eight or ten thousand men, he at 
once dissolved the military encampments formed by 
Branciforte, which had been maintained at a monthly 
expense of over sixty thousand pesos,-̂ ^ This heavy 
tax on the colonial treasury had long been a burden 
on the people, and the withdrawal of so large a number 
of men from industrial pursuits necessarily retarded 
the progress of the country. He took all needful pre-
cautions, however, to provide for the coast defences, 
and ordered gun-boats to be built, two of which were 
stationed in the River Alvarado. \ 

The continuation of the war with England again 
necessitated heavy contributions from the Spanish 

'* To serve Joseph Bonaparte, when king of Spain. 
^*Azanza, the filty-fourth viceroy of New Spain, was bom in Navarre, in 

1746, and came to Mexico for the first tirae at the age of seventeen, with an 
uncle, who filled several important government positions. In 1781 he was a 
captain at the siege of Gibraltar, and afterward filled various important dip-
lomatic and military positions. He was appointed to the viceroyalty in 17i'<>, 
but did not arrivc until the time mentioned in the text. Gomez, Diario, 464, 
468; fíumbohU, Essai PoL, 311, 803; Ji'ivera, Gob., 490; Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
iiL 176, 136-90; Alumun, J 'isert., iiL app. 84. 

" S e e Azanza, Instruc, M8., 1.J8. 

J 
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subjects in the colonies, this time principaUy from 
those in the northern provinces, and danger was once 
more apprehended from the United States. Notwith-
standing the recent treaty, it was believed that the 
gOvernment of the latter country was in sympathy 
with England, and would not prevent her from in-
vading Spanish Florida and Louisiana, with a view 
to make herself master of the commerce of the West 
Indies.^* I t was also feared that the people of the 
United States might attempt to extend their posses-
sions southward.^* 

Though Azanza had dissolved the encampments 
formed by his predecessor, it now became necessary 
to have at his disposal an effective force of troops. 
The brigadier-general, García Dávila, intendente of 
Vera Cruz, having returned from Habana, was or-
dered to Mexico to receive verbal instructions con-
cerning the defence of the coast; Pedro Garibay, 
affcerward viceroy, was appointed to the presidency of 
Guadalajara, and Felix de Calleja, who was destined 
to play an important part during the revolution in 
the service of the crown, and also as viceroy, was 
appointed to take charge of the brigade of San Luis 
Potosí."^" During this time brigades were established 
throughout the country, to which the militia might be 
assigned for military training. Azanza also proposed 
measures to avoid the inconvenience caused by the 
almost independent control of the provincias internas 
by the comandante general, a matter which former 
viceroys had not been able satisfactorily to arrange. 

" Without giving any authoríty for the statement, Rivera, Oobemantes, i. 
497, says: 'El ministro TaUeyrand diô la voz dé alarma, espresando al emba-
jador espa ol en Paris los temores que abrígaba por la conducta de los Esta-
dos-Unidos, en cuyo congreso el oro y las intrígas del ministro Pitt habian 
ganado muchos adeptos,' 

^' Because of thia mistrust, a number of English and Amerícans who had 
landed in Califomia were arrested and shipped to San Blas and thence trans-
ferred to Vera Cruz, One of the prisonera died on the way, and another 
e8CM)ed, 

»When CaUeja first heard of the revolutionary outbreak at Dolores in 
1810, he immediately concentrated his brígade—'orsanizô un ejército, y con 
él obtuvo las primeraa ventajaa del gobiemo eapanol,' Cavo, Tres Siglos, iu. 
181. 
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The frontiers had not been extended; no Indians were 
being converted, nor were those provinces pacified. 
For these reasons it was considered advantageous 
that they should again be under the direct control of 
the viceroy. 

The preparations made by the viceroy were a timely 
precaution. In 1799 war was declared with Russia. 
During the summer of this year several English priva-
teers had molested the Mexican coast on the southern 
sea. They captured some valuable Spanish vessels, 
and cruised along the gulf of California to the north 
of the Colorado, touching at the southern part of the 
Peninsula, and at the María Islands, to procure fresh 
stores. The Spanish vessels at San Blas were pow-
erless against them, and the English squadron even 
prevented the departure of the expedition which the 
captain-general of the provincias internas had pre-
pared against the Indians on Tiburon Island. 21 

Foreign wars and expected invasion were not all 
that the authorities dreaded. The political horizon 
of Nevv Spain became overcast, and germs of rebellion 
already began to appear. Ideas and opinions disre-
spectful to the authority of the king were here and 
there diffused among the people, and were no secret 
to those in command. This was particularly notice-
able when some occurrence called forth the ancient 
rivalry between creole and Spaniard. Prosecutions 
for high treason became more frequent,^ the first im-
portant case of the kind being that against Juan 

*' The brig Activo, schooner Sutil, and sloop Horcasitas, which were to go 
on the expedition, had to take refuge in Puerto Escondido. Aziinzn, Instrttc, 
MS., 184-6. Azanza feared that the Russians might in conjunction with the 
English invade Alta California, where they had always been anxious to form 
settlements. The viceroy therefore asked the king to cstablish a naval force 
a t Acapulco. I t was t iought impossible to establish forts and garrisons in 
Califoraia. Azanza, Instruc, MS., 184-6. At this time the coast of Tabasco 
and the Cármen presidio were harassed by corsairs, who did little damage, 
luiw ever, thanks to the activity of the govemors. 

2^Sce the case against the agitator Rojas, who escaped from the clutchea 
of the inquisition to New Orleans. Alaman, fíist. AIiJ., i. 128. 
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Guerrero and his companions during the administra-
tion of Branciforte.'® 

The instigator and principals in this conspiracy 
were Europeans.^ Their plan was to surprise the 
commander of the plaza by night in the capital, and 
with threats against his life, force him to put at their 
disposal a force of a hundred and fifty men from one 
of the regiments of the garrison, This accomplished, 
the city prisons and the acordada building, the latter 
alone containing eight hundred prisoners, were to be 
thrown open; the archbishop and the authorities 
were then to be secured, after which the mint, treas-
ury, and the wealthy merchants were to be plundered. 
The banner of liberty was then to be unfurled on the 
palace, and the Indians released from paying tribute. 
Guerrero thought he might then possess himself of 
Vera Cruz by merely sending to that place an envoy; 
the port was to be opened to the ships of all nations, 
without permitting any to depart, lest news of the 
state of affairs should reach Spain, though he did not 
greatly fear that troops would arrive, as the atten-
tion of the mother country was absorbed in European 
affairs. 

This plan Guerrero communicated to the presbyter 
Juan Vara, chaplain of the regiment de Corona, in 
Mexico, whom he offered to make archbishop in case 
of success, But Vara must impart the news of his 
prospective exaltation to a countryman, who in turn 
made haste to betray his friend by reporting the matter 
to the authorities. Guerrero was imprisoned on the 
15th of September, and.all his companions soon shared 
the same fate. With the exception of the presbyter, 
who managed to escape from San Juan de Ulúa, the 

*'See Ordenes de Ut Corona, MS,, iii, 177-80; Budamante, Medida^Pctcif., 
MS,, u. 63-4; Alaman, Hist. Mej., i. 128-31; Arrangoiz, i. 33-4; Domenech, 
HisL du Mex., i. 308-9, 

**Guerrero was a native of Estepona in Granada, Spain, and had come to 
Mexico as purser of one of the ships from the Philippines, Having been left 
at Acapulco on account of sickness, he asked his pay from the authorities at 
Mexico, but was refused, Poverty then drove him to rebeUion, AUtman, 
HisL Mej., i. 128-9. 
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conspirators, after eight years of investigation, were 
exiled to different parts of the world.^^ 

While Guerrero and his friends were undergoing 
trial, another plot was discovered, which created much 
excitement at the time in the city of Mexico. This 
was the so-called " machete conspiracy" toward the 
end of 1799, instigated by Pedro PortiIIa, collector of 
duties of the city, His nephew, Isidoro Francisco de 
Aguirre, a former government employé at Guadala-
jara, to whom PortiIIa had confided the matter, be-
lieving him dissatisfied wdth the authorities, disclosed 
the affair to Viceroy Azanza. The conspirators num-
bered thirteen, and were either relatives or friends 
of the leader, some of them holding public positions. 
The object was much the same as that of Guerrero, 
but the project was in its conception impracticable. 
Without weighing the diflficulties attending the exe-
cution of their plan the conspirators had provided 
themselves with no other arms than a number of 
machetes. Prisoners were to be liberated with whose 
aid they would make themselves masters of the palace 
and government oflfices; the authorities and all Euro-
peans were to be imprisoned, and their possessions 
confiscated, The people should then be called upon 
to decide on the convocation of a congress like that 
of the United States, or other form of government. 

Though the plot was ridiculous, Azanza did not 
undervalue its moral importance. "Although," he 
says to the king,'̂ ® "the condition of the individuals 
who formed the project would cause me little anxiety, 
as neither for their position, faculties, nor talents were 
they fit to carry out a plan of that kind, yet by some 

^'Besides Guerrero and Father Vara there were José Rodriguez Valencia, 
a wig-maker, intended as ambassador to the United States; Antonio Reyes, a 
retired officer of dragoons; Mariano de la Torre, govemment official, and José 
Tamayo, master barber, who died in prison. According to Alaman, Ilist. 
MeJ., i. 132, Guerrero had abandoned his purpose before his arrest. Never-
theless he was sentenced to six years of exile to Africa, after being kept in 
irons during the investigation. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii. 177-80; Btista-
mante, Medidas, Pacif, MS., u. 63-4; Arrangoiz, Mex., i. .33-4. 

'^'lnforme Reservado, Nov. 30, 1799. 
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great misfortune there exist in America an ancient 
division and bitter enmity between' Europeans and 
creoles, an enmity capable of producing the most fatal 
results, and which must ever be a source of apprehen-
sion to the government, I deemed it necessary to 
look seriously at this matter, and to take active steps 
to check the evil at the start." 

During the night of November 9th, the conspira-
tors were surprised '* without noise or scandal," at their 
place of meeting, and imprisoned, The greatest care 
was taken to conceal from the public the motive for 
this proceeding, so as not to excite the rancor between 
the two classes, Though Azanza by this measure 
rooted out a conspiracy of which he affected to speak 
lightly,'^^ it was understood that he foresaw the coming 
storm, and was desirous of leaving the country, The 
prisoners, who expected summary punishment, enjoyed 
the benefit of the delicate political situation of the 
country, According to the opinion of many, among 
whom was the oidor GuiIIermo de Aguirre, the day 
which should see a criminal of that class executed, 
would be the commencement of a reaction, the result 
of which would be the independence of New Spain, 
Several of the conspirators died in prison, and the 
others, it seems, were released by Azanza's successor,^^ 

Azanza's judgment concerning the political fermen-
tations was well founded. During the administration 
of his successor, Marquina, a coflspiracy was discovered 
in Nueva Galicia among the natives, headed by an Ind-
ian named Mariano, son of the governor of Tlaxcala,'® 
who had pretensions to royalty. His plan comprised 
nothing less than the reêstablishment of the ancient 

" Qualif ying it as ' de mala naturaleza, por la disposicion que habia en el 
pneblo á dividuse en los partidos de gachupines y críoUos,' Azanza, Infor-
me al Rey, Mex., Nov. 30, 1799; AUtman, Hist. Mej., i. 134. 

^ The principal, PortiUa, was a man of some note after the independence. 
Particulars of the trial are in PortiUa, Representacion, passim; See also Azanza, 
Informe ai Rey, passim; AUiman, Hist. Mej., i. 132-4; Cavo, Tres Sighs, 
iii, 182-3; Mora, Rev. Mex., iu. 292-4; Zamc ois, Hist. Mej., v. 715-17; x. 
1364; Dicc Univ., i. 396. 

^Not the ancient city of Tlaxcala near Pnebla, bnt one of the coloniea of 
Tlaxcaltecs established in the interíor. 
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Aztec empire, with himself as king; and being at a 
loss for a crown, he stole the one from the imasre of 
S t Joseph in one of the churches a t Tepic. Anony-
mous proclamations were circulated, and the would-be 
kiiig was in communication with the Indian towns of 
Colotlan and Nayari t . I t was supposed that the 
raoveinent was encouraged by Count Miravalles of 
Mexico, who held large possessions in the vicinity of 
Tepic, and tha t everything was done with the knowl-
edge and assistance of the English. The timorous 
viceroy had even conceived the absurd notion that the 
Uni ted States had a hand in the conspiracy, This 

• time a woman, named Maldonado, divulged the names 
of the leaders, and the president of Guadalajara, José 
Fernando Abascal, reported the matter to the viceroy, 
A t the same time Lieutenant Salvador Fidalgo and 

•5 Captain Leonardo Pintado were ordered out with 
,[ forces against the Indians. Eighty-six persons were 
"E arrested by these two ofificers, and many others by the 
;íí civil authorities, all of them being taken to Guadala-
;^ jara. This conspiracy partook somewhat of a nihilis-
k tic character. I t had been decided tha t during the 
'k festivities to the virgin of Guadalupe, her sanctuary 
í near ]\ícxico should be fired by means of explosives 

^Ul concealed in wax candles, to be donated by the natives 
on tha t day. During the confusion the palace of the 
viceroy was to be blown up, for whicli purpose it 

Í
iijf would be previously uiîdermined at the four corners.^" 

L The most careful investigation in the matter did not 
bring to light suflficient evidence to convict any of the 
participants, which either proves that the viceroy 
dared not publicly inflict punishment for rebellion, or 

)".; tha t the plan had been so astutely managed as to pre-
jl',; clude the possibility of conviction, Many of the pris-

oners died in the hospital; among them José Gerénimo 
Perez, who had communicated with the Indians in the 

»'' This was told to the woman Maldonado by the wife of one of the con-
spirators; it was also divulged byan tmknown person passing through Tepic, 
Alaman, llist. Mcj., i. 135. 

(•».1 

.'tr. 

" • i | 
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interior, and his wife, who had disclosed the affair to 
the woman Maldonado,^^ 

In the mean while the Comanches continued their 
depredations, Laredo, Reinosa, ReviUa, and other 
places being attacked at various times. Of not much 
avail were the measures dictated by commanders of 
presidios,«and the count of Sierra Gorda, governor 
of Nuevo Santander. Though these outbreaks were of 
little importance in themselves, the concern which the 
government showed in regard to them is a proof that 
serious trouble was expected. 

The European wars seem in one respect to have 
been rather an advantage to New Spain, The Eng-
lish fleets blockading Vera Cruz or cruising about the 
gulf were the cause of a great diminution of the silver 
export, preventing on the other hand the entry of 
merchandise from Spain. This necessarily promoted 
home industry and internal commerce, to which the 
surplus funds could be applied, Thus New Spain was 
made nearly dependent on herself for the time being, 
the commotions of the old world making the colony 
acquainted for the first time with the extent of her 
resources, and teaching her the value of an indepen-
dent existence.^^ 

During his short rule Azanza was too busy to 
give much attention to the formation of new settle-
ments; but on the borders of the river Salado, in 
Nuevo Leon, he established a new coiony under the 
name of Candelaria de Azanza, with a detachment of 
militia as a guard for protection against the savages 
who passed through those regions during their raids 
on the frontier, Of the calamities during this admin-

'^ In acknowledgment of his services during this conspiracy, president 
Abascal was made viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and then of Peru, where he re-
ceived the title of marqués de la Concordia, 

8'̂  Azanza gave much encouragement to the manufactures of silk, cotton, 
and wool. In thé town of Cadereita alone there were more than two hundred 
looms, giving employment to over five hundred men. Azavza, Rehcion, San 
Crístôbal, 1800. The uniforms of the whole army of New Spain were made 
from cloth manufactured at Qucrétaro. 

HisT, Msx.. Yoi., m . 32 
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istration, two are recorded as of note. In Ju ly 1799 
a destructive hurricane swept over the port and citv 
of Acapulco, causing much damage to life and prop-
erty.^^ On the day of Saint John, March 8, 1800, 
one of the severest earthquakes on record was felt in 
the city of Mexico, extending with more or less force 
over many of the provinces. I t commenced with an 
oscillation from east to west, thence changing its di-
re«tion from north to south, and terminating with the 
circular motion observed at times in other earth-
quakes,^* The greatest consternation prevailed for a 
time, but fortunately no lives were lost, and the dam-
age to buildings was not so great as had been feared, 
The transit of coaches and wagons was prohibited, 

; until it was ascertained by a board of engineers that 
the w^alls of the buildings throughout the city re-

'l mained secure. Of an earthquake which occurred at 
:» Oajaca the next year, Carriedo says: " I t happened 

at midnight, during a heavy rain; the people took to 
praying, the dogs to howling, and the priests to hear-
ing confessions. 

•ii 

35 

While Azanza was beginning to enjoy the confi-
dence of the people, it seems tha t his good qualities as 
a ruler were not appreciated by the home government, 
for without any apparent cause he suddenly lost favor 
a t court, and his successor was appointed.'*^ H e was. 

î'' ^See Azanza, Instruc, MS., 92-3. 
\\X, **The duration was over four minutes. In Guanajuato, where Busta-
[ í ' mante was at the time, no shock was felt, but ' se notô una grande opacidad en 

'* la atmôsfera, cosa rara en aquel cielo hermoso.' Cavo, J'res Siglos, iii. 182. 
» , 1 • Other shocks occurred in Oajaca the following year, in Vera Cruz and Orizaba 
ri| in 1805, and more or less severe shocks during the next four or five years. See 
t /(/., Id., 197-8: Carriedo, Estudios, ii. 107; Orizaba, Occurrencias, L; Azaiiza, 
t Iiistruc, MS., 55; J\,s.<ry, Mex., 398; Cortina, Seisnwhgia, passim; Diar., 
'. Mex., i..30:i,.S.'37; ii. 344; iii. 70-1, 153-4,176; viL 159; viiL;xiiL; Gaz Mex., 

xiii. 203-4, 400, 411-16. 
^^E.^tt lirjs IIisL, iL 107. 
5«AIaman, llisf. MéJ., i. 134, assumes that Azanza wasanxious to laydown 

the government on account of impending troubles in Mexico. Bustamante, m 
Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 185-6, affirms that the removal of the viceroy was the 
work of intrigue and barter between Godoy and Marquina. ' EI vireinato se 
puso en venta en aquella côrte (Madrid): dícese que se ofreciô en ochenta mú 
pesos al Secretario BoniUa que residia en la côrte, y se quedô sin él por no 
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however, only too glad to be removed from oflfice, 
Shortly before his departure he married his cousin, 
the widow countess of Contramina; then removingto 
San Cristôbal, he delivered the government into the 
hands of his successor, and sailed for Spain, Nothing 
of the odium of his predecessor attached to this ruler, 
and the people of Mexico were unwilling to see him 
depart, 

On his arrival at Madrid he received some honors 
at the hands of Cárlos IV,, but remained away from 
court until, in 1808, he became minister under Ferdi-
nand V I I , Until that time Azanza seems always to 
have labored for the welfare of his country, but, like 
his predecessor, was afterward guilty of desertion, and 
took service under Joseph Bonaparte,^ 

The people of New Spain were again filled with 
forebodings of evil on the arrival of the new viceroy, 
for he was supposed to be another of the creatures of 
Godoy, The power of this misnamed prince of peace 
over the king, and his alleged paramour the queen, 
and his fatal influence on the destinies of Spain, had 
begun to cast a sombre shadow on the colonies, Félix 
Berenguer de Marquina took the customary oath in 
the capital^ on the 30th of August 1800, He was 
not received in the city with the customary enthu-
siasm, the popular mind being strongly prejudiced 
against him. The audiencia, it seems, were even re-

haber encontrado nn Ubramiento contra su yemo D. Lorenzo Gnardamino, y 
se le confiríô á D. Felix Berenguer de Marquina.' 

*̂  He died at Bordeaux on the 20th of June 1820, at the age of 80, poor, and 
bereft of all his offices and titles, but appreciated in civil life for his personal 
merítsand virtues. See Disposidones Varias, MS., i. 108, 140; Agreda, Rep-
resent., MS., passim; Spain, Manifiesto, 66-100; Cavo, Tres Sighs, iu. 201-5; 
Rivera, Gob., i. 602; AUiman, Disert., iii. app. 84-5. In Azanza, Instmccion 
sobre las provindas de Nueva Espafía, MS. (Mex., April 29, 1800), are the 
instmctions given by the viceroy to his successor. It also contains fuU infor-
mation conceming the policy of Azanza's administration from 1798 to 1800, and 
a aketch of the general condition of New Spain for that períod, with many 
detaUs on mining, commerce, and miUtary matters. 

•8 Marquina, the fifty-fifth viceroy of New Spain, held the rank of rear-
admiral in the royal navy. Of his earUer life very Uttle is known. On his 
way to ^exico he was captured by the Engliah near Cape Catoche and taken 
to Jamaica; he waa aUowed to proceed, however,' to his destination with his 
•ecretary Braiilla. 
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luctant to recognize the authority of the new ruler, 
pretending that his papers were not in the customary 
form. The fact of his having been taken prisoner by 
the English during his voyage to New Spain created 
tho belief that, as an oflficer of the royal navy, he had 
been obliged to promise not to take up arms against 
that nation during his administration, in order to 
secure his release. I t was well known that while 
governor of the IMariana islands he had shown himself 
inimical to the audiencia of Manila, which matter 
came to the oflficial knowledge of the oidores of Mex-
ico. Hence they had reason to fear his authority, not 
beinGf aware of the harmless character of the individ-
ual."' His interference with the right of the people 
to enjoy bull-fights by forbidding them from the very 
day of his reception, though humane and praiseworthy, 
increased his unpopularity. The ayuntamiento of Mex-
ico claimed that in the festivities on this occasion they 
had expended a greater sum than the legal allowance 
for that purpose, and they must have the bull-fight 
custoraary on such occasions to cover the deficiency. 
Still, Marquina remained firm, "Such festivities," he 
tells tlie ayuntamiento, "contribute to the demoral-
ization of the people, and ruin the heads of families 
by augmenting their expenses at a period when public 
misery is at its height." Then from his own means 
he paid seven thousand pesos to make good the differ-
encu. Nevertiieless he was considered little better 
than a fool, for he was thought to lack ability to gov-
ern a great country,*" and though kind of heart, his 
simplicity often exposed him to ridicule.^^ 

'^ ' Se habia conducido con animosidad cuando fué Gobemador de Islas 
Marianas, y se tcnia que obrase del mismo modo en México.' Cavo, Tres 
S' jhs, iii. 192-3. 

*" í'his seems disproved however by the fact that subsequently Marquina 
was made viceroy of Bucnos Aires, and then of Peru, where he obtained the 
title of marqués de la Concordia. 

•1 He was fond of writing his decrees himself. At one time, when on a 
certain measure the assessor supported one view and the fiscal another, he 
thought to reconcile the two extremes by ending his decree with the words: 
'As the fiscal claims and thc assessor-general thinks, although it does not 
seem so to me—Marquina.' During a trip to Vera Cruz the senior oidor in 
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Another of Marquina's acts showing his humane 
disposition was the releáse of English prisoners at 
Vera Cruz, H e had seen the Spanish prisoners suf-
fer at Jaimaca, and by this generous step obtained the 
release of his countrymen from the governor of that 
island, Reforms were made in the police system, and 
strict measures were taken to enforce the ordinances 
passed by ReviIIa Gigedo and Azanza, by which the 
plebeians were prohibited to present themselves in 
public unless decently clad, all such offenders being 
thenceforth treated as vagrants, Though this meas-
ure was considered tyrannical, its enforcement meeting 
with great obstacles, it is claimed to have had a very 
salutary effect,*'' The regulations of the various guilds 
of Mexico excluded women, and prohibited theni from 
engaging in any labor or industry of which they 
claimed a monopoly, Marquina's predecessor had 
fully recognized the injustice of this social tyranny, 
and declared by an ordinance of April 22, 1799, that 
women should be free to employ their time in any 
labor suited to their strength and the decorum of 
their sex,*^ This ordinance was now reiterated and 
enforced, 

charge of the govemment took advantage of the viceroy's absence to give the 
people a buU-fight. On his return, Marquina, enraged, immediately issued a 
decree declaring that bull-fight null and void! The only public improvement 
made during his rale was a fountain, donated by the viceroy himself. For 
some reason it was without water and soon became a receptaicle for filth and 
offal. One moming there was attached to it a placard with the foUowing 
epigram: 

'Para perpetna memoria 
Nos dej6 el SeSor Marquina 
Una pila en que se orina, 
Y aqui ee acaba su historia.' 

*' The reform was extended over the whole country. The guUds and co-
fradias were prohibited from receiving any person not decently dressed. In 
processions, or in the streets they passed, in the paseos, or at church festi-
vals, no person was aUowed with a 'manta, sábana, zarape,' or similar gar-
ment under pain of eight days' imprisonment. The same was enforced in re-
gard to children in primary schools. This was in compliance with Azan-
za's recommendation that 'la vergonzosa desnudez del pueblo bajo ofende 
tanto la vista de la gente culta, y ocasiona muchos danos fisicos y morales, 
quise destmia enteramente este abuso pemicioso, tan comun en la Capital 
como en otras Ciudades del Reyno.' Instmcciones, MS., 60. 

*' 'Declaré por punto general que laa mujeres pueden ocuparse en quales-
quiera labores y manufacturas que sean compatîbles con las fuerzas y decoro 
de su sexo.' Azanza, Instmc, MS., 59. A similar decree with reference to 
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Reforms of a different nature and of more import 
had begun to mark the progress of the age, The 
Spanish government had issued laws tending to re-
strict the abuses committed by ecclesiastics in their 
capacity as confessors, who would induce repentant 
sinners, and persons on their death-bed, to make over 
to them their property, apparently for charitable pur-
poses, to the injury of the lawful heirs and the state. 
The council of the Indies had therefore declared all 
such bequests void; but this had not the desired effect 
until Cárlos I V . forbade notaries to legalize such 
transactions in any form, or under any pretence 
whatever. 

t 
' t 

The English fleet continued to damage the com-
merce of New Spain and to blockade the harbor of 
Vera Cruz in sight of the fortress of Ulúa and the 
gun-boats. The poor construction of the latter never 
enabled them to do any harm to the more powerful 
enemy, who had control of the gulf of Mexico, and 
was read}^ to capture Spanish craft tha t might ven-
ture into or out of any port on the coast. Marquina 
repaired to Vera Cruz where a council was heîd as 
to the feasibility of sending out the naval forces to 
engage the enemy and oblige him to retire from the 
coast. The plan was disapproved, but on the 27th of 
the same month when an English frigate appeared in 
front of Vera Cruz, the four available craft in the 
liail)or were sent out to engage her; they soon re-
turned, however, not being in a condition to risk an 
attack. AII the public treasure located in the port 
was transported to Jalapa for safety; provisions and 
amraunition were stored in Ulúa in expectation of an 
attack. Instructions also were given tha t if the place 
could not be held, the commander should cut his way 
throLigh, and retreat toward the capital as best he 
might. 

New Spain was issued by Cárlos i n . in 1784; this was subsequently refonne4 
and amplified by Cárlos IV. 
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As further precautions for defense Calleja was or-
dered to form a brigade of cavalry at San Luis Potosí; 
Nemecio Salcedo was appoirited comandante general 
to govern the provincias internas, and the licentiate 
Antonio Lôpez de Santa Anna, the future general, 
was made subdelegate of Antigua Vera Cruz, An-
other appointment made by Marquina at this time 
was that of a corregidor for Querétaro, in the person 
of Don Miguel Dominguez, who, together with his 
wife, Josefa María Ortiz, became famous in the strug-
gle for liberty during the revolution. 

Among the most notable events during the admin-
istration of Marquina was the publication in Mexico 
in 1802, of the peace concluded with England, and a 
year previously of that with Portugal, The immediate 
effect was a fall in the prices of all commodities, and 
commerce received a new and vigorous impulse, Pub-
lic treasure had accumulated, and Marquina shipped 
treasure to the amount of six million doUars to Ha-
bana and eighteen millions to Spain, StiII the crown 
must have more gold, and a papal bull was obtained 
for the sale of new indulgences whereby all could be 
released from fasting during lent. 

These exactions were more severe on the inhabitants 
as at the same time they were suffering from other 
calamities, During the latter portion of the viceroy's 
administration there occurred an extraordinary rain-
fall in Tamaulipas, lasting about two weeks, and 
inundating many towns and ranchos, In Lampazos 
some hundred dwellings were destroyed; the new 
town of Azanza was swept away, and the river Salado 
overspread its banks four leagues on either side, In 
Nuevo Santander all the northern settlements were 
under water, and the inhabitants of Reinosa abandoned 
the town on rafts, In the town of Santa Rosa in 
Coahuila, only seven dwellings were saved, and in 
Monclova two hundred houses were destroyed,** 

**Arch. Nac. Mex., tom. ccxi. carta dclxlviii. 
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]\Iany expedients provided by Marquina were 
disapproved by the home government, especially in 
cases of appointments, a matter in which he always 
proceeded with the greatest care, to satisfy himself 
tha t he neglected not his duty to the crown,^^ The 
disappointment which he felt in not seeing his loyal 
intentions appreciated,**' induced him early in 1802 to 
resign in disgust an oflfice which he tried in vain to 
íill to the satisfaction of the people and his king. 
The resignation was promptly accepted, and in Janu-
ary, 1803, he delivered the baton of oflfice into the 
hands of his successor. Al though he was not a capa-
ble ruler, the government of New Spain had never 
been intrusted to purer hands, and his departure was 
regretted by man}^ v^ho had learned to respect in him 
the good qualities which had drawn forth the ridicule 
of the vulgar. 

Never was an able viceroy more sorely needed at 
the head of affairs than at the opening of the nine-
teenth century, Discontent and impatience of home 
rule were openly expressed throughout the provinces, 
and the distant moaning of the storm which was soon 
to burst over Spanish America could already be dis-

:jj3 tinctly heard. I t was a favorite maxira of ReviIIa 
Jl̂ ^ Gigedo the younger that the first duty of a Spaniard 

was grat i tude to the mother country. I t must be 
confessed, however, tha t she was an exceedingly self-
ish parent. The burden of excessive imposts, and the 
vexatious restrictions on commerce and industries, 

\'J, which became her settled policy, fell heavily on the 
p Ú colonies. Crowds of indolent and dishonest oflficials 
;• lf| lived in luxury at the public expense, and helped them-
;, I selves from the public purse. The viceroys at this 
^j time received a salary more than twice as large as 

**' Me parece que este punto lo he manejado con excesiva escrapulosidad, y 
estoy poseido de una interior satisfaccion de que he Ilenado mis deberes.' In 
siruc, Vireyes, 217. 

*^' Sin enibargo de este premeditado procedimiento.. . tuve el dolor de haber 
recibido en Agosto ultimo dos Reales Ordenes que no aprobaban el nombra-
miento que hice.' Id. 

i'-.-i t 
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that of the presidents of the United States,*^ but tíiis 
was small as compared with the profits of oflfice, for 
not infrequently they retired with enormous fortunes 
acquired by stolen gains. Yet, as we have seen, the 
Spanish monarch and his representatives in New 
Spain offcen neglected to find means for the protection 
of the colonies from the raids of corsairs, and from in-
vasion by foreign powers. So little confidence had 
the people in their rulers that even in the reign of 
ReviIIa Gigedo—one of the most able and energetic 
of all the viceroys—the presence of a fishing. fleet ih 
the gulf of Mexico threw the country into a panic.** 

But other causes were also at work. The success-
ful termination of the American war of independence, 
and the vast increase in material prosperity which en-

. sued within less than a quarter of century; the marvel-
lous change which the genius of the First Consul had 
wrought in the fortunes of the French republic; the 
feeble administration of Cárlos IV,, who in the darkest 
hour of his country's distress still left the control of 
affairs in the hands of his crafty but incapable min-
ister, Manuel de Godoy—all these events tended to 
foster the spirit of disloyalty among the people, who 
became every year more ripe for rebellion, Though 
the hour had not yet come, the term of Spain's long 
dominion in the New World was well nigh accom-
plishéd; her days were numbered, and already the 
handwriting was on the wall. 

*^The salary of the viceroys was now 60,000 pesos a year. 
*^It was at first supposed that the fleet was sent for the pnrpose of estab-

lishing a settlement or making raids on Spanish territory, but the alarm sub-
sided when it was known that it had sailed from Boston. To prevent such 
expeditions in the future a royal decree was issued in September 1789 order-
ing a company to be established with the exclusive right to the gulf fisheries 
for twenty years, and with the privilege of trading and establishing colonies 
in America and Asia, the king fumishing troops and arms. 

The bibUographic review at the close of the preceding volume may be said 
to include in its general features the present, by explaining the imperfect and 
Bcattered nature of the material from which I have had to cuU the facts. 
Writers who have attempted to cover the entire field from the conquest to 
,their own times are most unsatisfactory in their scanty outline, sweUed now 
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and then by disproportionate details on some topic for which they happened 
to obtain special information, or with predilection for certain regions or sub-
jects. In the latter respect the monk chroniclers excel; and intent as they 
are on their favorite theme, they sprinkle but scantily political and general 
information in a mass of theological verbiage, in extenuated accounts of mis-
sion labors in obscure districts, and in reciting the negative virtues of humble 
ascetics. Add to the want of historic method, the lack of judgment in select-
ing interesting matter, and in distinguishing t ra th from absurdity, the bias 
given by credulity and bigotry, the involved style, and other defects, and the 
confusion is complete. Not that I ever expected to find the subject much 
better presented; had it been so, my effbrts were of less importance. I was, 
and am, fully aware of the necessity to go to the fountain-head for informa-
tion, if I would rescue much valuable material cast aside by the unreflecting 
mind and which serves in its less tangible points at least to promote the phil-
osophic treatment of the rest. The original sources lie not alone in the many 
collections of letters and reports from the political and ecclesiastical officials 
indicated in the preface to fíist. Mex., L, this series, and throughout the foct-
notes, but they are to be found in the many annals of special districts and 
corporations, based on documents from obscure convents and local offices, 
especially for periods beyond the reach of the writer's own observations. The 

1 ; value of such annals is increased by the disappearance of the sources before 
; „i! the inroads of time, the ravages of factions, and such orders from the superior 

: govemment as instanced in Zamada, Bih. Leg. Ult., iii. 509, wherein a remis-
^ ^ m sion to Spain is demanded of books and documents which may serve for a gen-

i'^'Uf eral history of the Indies. Among the special works must be mentioned the 
I'T, i J diaries of private individuals, which connected extend over a longperîod, and 

I - allude, though often very briefly, to almost every incident of note throughout 
•' »1 the country. Latterly periodicals begin to appear, and while subjected to a 
j^, i, • most depressing censorship, they fail not to add both facts and clues for the 
' 1 investigator. Many of these special treatises, annals, and diaries are so rare 
' " :\ as not to have reached the hands of modern national writers on New Spain 
;,., ^ history, or they have only quite recently been brought to light; others, and 

especially official reports from viceroys, govemors, judges, prelates, ánd cor-
^̂  , porations, exist only in manuscript form, many of them unique. 
Jî , , In the collection of such rare and valuable material I have been exceed-
í' ; ingly fortunate, partly through the active aid of friends and agents, and the 
> ' " researches of esteemed predecessors in certain portions of my fields, as Pres-

cott, Squier, Stephens; but also by constant personal search and effbrt for a 
period of 30 years. While possessing these advantages over the few Hia-
pano-American writers who have in a more or less complete manner sought to 
coverthe colonial period, I am not unmindful of their meritorious efforts, and 
acknowledge also the aid affbrded me by their different views, now in favor 
of Spain, now for Mexico; upholding the cause of some party or order, or 
bringing into prominence some special topic. For the historian must not 
alone sift facts, but look upon them from aU sides and with many eyes, in 
order to arrive at a true statement. 

1 he leading general chronicler for the sixteenth century was Torquemada, 
and the same position must be assigned for the seventeenth to Augustin de 

f 
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Vetancnrt, alao a Franciacan who oovered the same field, thongh in a less 
diffiase manner, and carried hia obaervationa onward. He wrote nnder ordera 
as chronicler of the central Franciacan provincia Santo EvangeUo, a position 
aaaigned to him for his high attainments, his eloquence as a preacher, and his 
aaaociation with Mexico as a curate for 40 years of the ancient Indian parish 
of St Joaeph, He was bom in that city in 1620, and claimed descent from 
the famous Frenchman, Jnan de Bethencourt, conqueror and so-caUed king 
of the Canaríes, whose 'poaterídad se estableciô en Espana,' Morerí, ii. 271. 
On p, 38 of his Trat. Mex., he mentions his relationship to Vetancurt, the 
founder of the Bethlehemite order in New Spain. After joining the Francis-
cans at Puebla he rose to become member of the provincial chapter and comi-
sarío general of the Indies, dying in 1700, after 60 years of zealous labors, not 
the least of which were in connection with hia numerous works. The earUest 
of these according to his own list is Arte de Lengtta Mexicana, Mex, 1673, 
one worthy of the pen of so profonnd an Aztec scholar. There are several 
manuals, sermons, Uves of martyrs and apostles, and theologic treatises, enu-
merated in his Menologio, 144, and in Pindo, Epitome, u. 732, 761, 797, 854, 
860, etc, most of which were pnbUshed, some in several editions; but the 
leading work is undoubtedly Teatro Mexicano, Descripcion Breve de hs Svcessos 
ExempUires, Historicos, PolUicos, MiUtares, y Rdigiosos, Mex. 1697-98, in four 
parts and two volumes foUo. The Teatro proper in the first volume contains the 
first three parts, Svcessos Naturcdes, relating to physicial geography and natural 
resources; Svcessos Politicos, to ancient history and rítes, and Svcessos MiUtares 
to discovery of Ameríca and conquest of Mexico. The fourth part forms a 
distinct section, published in 1697 as Chronica de la Provincia del Santo 
Eoangdio de Mexico, and gives the history of the Franciscans in New Spain, 
notably of the mother provincia, interspersed with much matter on miUtary 
expeditions, founding of towns, and so forth. To this is appended Menohgio 
li-anciscano, a seríes of biographies of prominent members of the order, 
monks and nuns, prelates, officers, and wríters, a few in Ust form, bnt moetly 
arranged in the chronologic order indicated by the title, under the date of 
their death. A smaller appendix of 56 pages, Traiado de Ui Citidad de Mexico, 
gives an acceptable account of the civil, poUtical, and religious institntions 
of the city, with bríef biographies of its noted men, and outlines of the 
mle of each viceroy and archbishop. The last 7 pages relate in a similar 
manner to Puebla. A reprint of the Teatro, Chronica, and Menohgio waa 
issned at Mexico 1870-1, as voliunes viL-x. of Biblioteca Iberia, in modem 
orthography and with a brief notice of the author. His name appears in dif-
ferent form; he himself signs Vetancurt in Prov. Sto Evang., pt. i, 71. 

He gives quite a respectable list of authoríties, prínted and in manu-
acrípt, as the sonrces for the Teatro, bnt it is only too apparent that he has 
copied or condensed Torquemada's versions for a great part of it. 'Le epi-
toma.. .Betancnr, en sn Menologia,' observes Pinelo, Epitome, iL 761. Clavi-
gero alao críticises him for this, whUe acknowledging that he ' scrisse suUe 
memoríe d'Alba' and others. Storia Meaa., iii, 75, It must also be confessed 
that he incUnes to hasty assnmption of facts, withont duly weighing proba-
bUities, or caring for accuracy; ' con mny muchas inconsecnencias,' as a writer 
expreaaes it in Papdea Frandacanoa, MS,, L pt, L 24, On tíie other hand he 
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indulges in no rhapsodies or soaring elegance with which to obscure his dic-
tion, but is exceedingly plain and clear for his time, with a marked effbrt at 
conciseness, although the biographies lead him away at times into trivialities. 
Indeed his works may be said to be a condensation of the bulky and verbose 
material of many predecessors, and I gladly join with Alegre in recognizing 
the value of his labors. 

Similar in nature to the biographic history of the viceroys in Vetancurt's 
Trat. Mex., is the Cronohgia de hs Vireyes, by Diego Panes y Abellan, lieu-
tenant-colonel of infantry, MS., 131 folios, \<hich does not add much informa-
tion to the part covered by the preceding Mork, but carries the account a 
century further, to 1789, and serves in this rL.«pect as a useful check on con-
temporary writers. Another work by the same officer is E.ctension iiiteresante 
dela Plaza de Vera, Cruz, MS., 2G1 pages, 4to, with plans, wherein he dwells 
on the plan and necessity for extending the barracks, and improving the means 
for the health and protection of the troops. With this is interpersed a certain 
amount of liistoric information. 

The only comprehensive historian of New Spain after Vetancurt is the 
Jesuit father Andrés Cavo, who was commissioned by the city council of 
Mexico to write the annals of the capital from the conquest down. While 
complying with this lie included also all notable events in the coimtry, based 
partly ou meagre data remitted by the council to Rome, where he lived ÍQ 
exile as a member of the expelled society of Jesuits, and partly on well known 
standard authorities; but he lacks the far more thorough and reliable facts in 
diff'erent diarios, céduhs, despatches, and similar matter from official sources 
or from cye-witnesses, so tha t his narrative is both meagre and unsatisfactorj'. 
I t is moreover in tlie form of annals rather than philosophic history, though 
attractive in its pure simple style, clear judgment, and impartiaUty. In the 
latter respect Cavo goes so far as to praise the integrity of Marqués de Croix 
and the talents of Visitador Galvez, who were leading instraments in his ex-
pulsion; he abstains, however, from alluding to this episode, and also from 
entering on church affairs, except when absolutely needful. His account, 

^ >'•" •* ending with 17G6, was dedicated to the municipality of Mexico, and passed 
, j , into the hands of Bishop Madrid of Tenagra, after 1794, in which year 
j [51!*." 'escribimos en Roma esta historia, 'as Cavo states, J'res Sighs, i. 131. He 

!_'' •• was bom at Guadalajara in 1739, and joined the society in his nineteenth year 
^í .j ,J to become a missionary among the Indians. At the expulsion he formed a 

close friendship with Father Parre o, the influential rector of the coUege of 
Mexico, and shared with him every comfort and discomfort till death parted 
them. De Vita Josephi Juliani Parrenni, Iluvanensis, Rome, 1792, commem-
orates this intimacy and the virtues of his friend. An intense longing for 
home had a t one time induced both to sever their connection with the society 
with a view to re tum to America, but their wishes were not gratified. 

The well known Mexican writer Carlos María Bustamante leamed in 1799 
from a brother, Lorenzo Cavo, of Cavo's history, and obtaining the original 
MS. from the prelate Madrid, he caused it to be published a t Mexico in 1836 
in 2 volumes, sm. 4to, with additionof notea and certain not very commendable 
changes, which extended not only to langua^e as stated, but to interpolations. 
He moreover replaced the original title of fíistoria C'ivil y PoUtica de Mexico 

i-'n 
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with Los Tres Sighs de Mexico. Two years later appeared its contînuation 
by the editor, in two other volumes, from 1767 to 1821, the end of Spanish 
rale in New Spain, just three centuries after the fall of Mexico, based in thia 
case on the govemment archives, •with the despatches of viceroys and other 
officials, of which he claims to have examined 280 volumes. I t certainly gives 
the most thorough account so far of the 1767-1800 period, and a very accept-
able one for the foUowing years, and it is writtcn in a more historic spirit, 
though marred bya singularbigotry and eff'usive patriotism, strongly arrayed 
against the 'Spanish oppressors.' The value of the work has been recognized 
by two reprints of 1852 and 1870, in 4to form. 

Although the material for special topics, periods, and districts has as a 
rale been commented upon in appropriate places throughout this volume, 
I must here aUude to several private diaries which present the daUy record 
of events in the capital for about a century, together with frequent mention of 
the more important occurrences in other portions of New Spain. For the 
publication of some of the most important we are indebted to the Diario Of-
ficial of Mexico, in whose rare collection of Documentos para la Historia de 
México, consîsting of twenty volumes of various sizes, issued in Mexico, 
1853-7, they are included. Although mention is made of diaries covering the 
period from 1621 to 1647, Robles, Diarío, i. p. iL, the earliest one which has 
been preserved is that of the Ucentiate Gregorio Martin del Guijo, presbyter, 
and secretary of the cathedral chapter of Mexico City, comprising the period 
from 1648 to 1664, and occupying the first volume of the above collection. 
I t relates to every imaginable subject, particularly within the capital, and 
possesses that value which attaches to the testimony of an intelligent eye-
witness and contemporary, notwithstanding certain defects of style and occa-
sional omissions. The second diary and continuation of the foregoing, by 
which it was suggested, is that of the Ucentiate, Antonio de Robles, a 
presbyter, and member of the coUege of San Pedro of Mexico City. The 
period covered is from 1665 to 1703 inclusive, but the diary material is for 
the most part a compilation or copy of others; indeed, Robles acknowledges 
having taken more than half from that of the Ucentiate Diego de Calderon 
Benavides, suppressing some of its details and making some additions. He 
proposed to add a summary of events from the conquest down, but no such 
result appears. 

As late as 1849 there existed in the Ubrary of the imiversity of Mexico a 
manuscript diary, which according to Alaman, Disert., iu. app. 93, had been 
kept by a chaplain of the hospital of Jesus of Mexico City. Leaves were 
wanting at both the beginning and end, the remaining portion comprising the 
period from January 1675 to April 1696. Carlos María Bustamaute in 1843 
made an abstract, added numerous notes and interpolations, which greatly 
impaired its value, and published the more interesting part in the Museo 
Mexicano, i. 49 et passim; nnder the title of Diarío curioso y esacto de Juan 
Antonio Rivetu, capdUin del hospitai de Jesus Nazareno de Mexico. In 1854 
the complete abstract of Bustamante appeared in Doc Hist. Mex., série 
u. tom. vi. Why this diary was attributed to Rivera does not appear; for 
although Bustamante calls the author a chaplain of the hospital of Jesus, it ia 
stated in Doc. HisL Mex., that the manuscript had formerly belonged to the 
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Jesuits, but that its author was unknown. Now if the so-called Diario of 
Rivera be compared with that of Robles for the same period, their identity of 
origin is a t once apparent; the manuscript attributed to Rivera is the Diario 
of Benavides mentioned by Robles. 

Owing to the defects of Bustamante's version already noted, that of Robles 
is to be preferred, not only because of its greater fulness, but because the 
editors of the Doc Ilist. Mex. have wisely refrained from any attempt to 
change the original. The style and manner of treatment, which is in the 
usual form of a diary, is the same as in Guijo. I t occupies volumes ii.-iii. of 
Doc Ilist. Mcx., série ii. FoIIowing these are the Diario of José Manuel de 
Castro Santa-Anna, extending from 1752 to 1758, Doc fíisf. Mcx., sériei. tom. 
iv. -vi.; and the Diario of José Gomez, one of the vice-regal halberdiers, extend-
ing from August 1776 to May 1798, Doc fíist. Mex., série ii. tom. vii. To 
these may be added the Gacetas de Mexico, with reviews of both domestic and 
foreign events, and the political and local affairs of the capital and the 
provinces. Toward the end of the century they became permanently estab-
Ushed, after appearing previously for short periods. 

About the middle of the eighteenth century the Spanish crown, feeling the 
need of a full and detailed account of the actual extent of its increasing 
dominions in the new world, and the civil and religious condition of their 
iuhabitants, issued a royal decree dated July 19, 1741, demanding from the 
alcaldes mayores and justices a complete report on their respective districts. 
The compilation of these data in New Spain was confided by Viceroy Fuen-
clara, to the auditor-general of the department of quicksilver, José Antonio 
de ViUa-Senor y Sanchez. ViIIa-Senor, according to Alcedo, Bih. Am., I\IS., 
ii. 1158, was a native of Valladolid in Michoacan, but Brasseur de Bourbourg, 
Bib. Mex.-Cruat., 154, gives Mexico as his birthplace, describing him as 'un 
mathématicien distingué, un historien exact et un bon citoyen.' ViIIa-Seflor 
lost no time in beginning his labors, and published in Mexico the first volume 
of his work in 1746, and the second two years later, under the title of The-
atro Americano, Descripcion Generai de hs Reyrws, y ProvincicLS de la Xueva 
Espana. After a brief and general account of the early history of America 
and the Aztecs, with an outline of the physical geography of New Spain, the 
text proper follows, in six parts, corresponding to the six dioceses, with the 
history of their towns, parishes, and missions, classified by districts, together 
with some information regarding their relative situations, actual population, 
condition, products, and industries. Voluráe L, containing books i.-ii., 
.with 382 numbered pages, is devoted to the archbishopric of Mexico, and the 
see of Puebla, including a full description of the city of Mexico, its public 
buUdings, general and local govemment departments, and revenues. The 
second volume is equally divided between the remaining bishoprics. Though 
a t the time of its publication this work enjoyed a high reputation for ac-
curacy, it was subsequently found to contain many errors. Akedo, Bib. 
^ m . , ^LS., u. 1159. Approaching, in its nature, a geographical and historical 
dictionary, i t was the first of its kind relating to New Spain; and notwith-
standing its defects, which later publications have served to rectify, it is m-
valuable for the history of this period, and has been freely used by subsequent 
•writers. ViUa-Senor is said to have been the author of several other worka, 
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Kkewise piinted in Mezico, Brasseur de Botirbourg, Bib. Mex. Gttat., 155, but 
I have been unable to find any mention of such works, excepting that given 
by Alcédo, Bib. Am.f'híS., ii, 1159-60, entitled Reepuesta á Ui Apohgia, Mex. 
1742, relating to the monopoly of quicksUver, 

About forty years after the pubUcation of the Theatro Americano, there 
appeared iii Spain the first general geographical and historical encyclopædia 
of Ameríca, the Dicdonario Oeográfico-Histárico de kts Indias Ocddentáks 6 
América. Madríd, 1786-9, 5 vols. 4to. The author, Antonio de Alcedo y 
Bezarano, was bom at Quito, during the mle of his father, Dionisio de 
Alcedo, president and captain-general of that province. Retuming to Spain 
soon after the author's birth, his father was appointed to the presidency of 
the audiencia at Panamá, whence he departed in 1742. After studying in 
the Jesuit coUege of that tovm tiU 1752, Antonio entered the Spanish guards 
in Spain as cadet, and pursued a course of mathematics in the Imperial col-
lege of Madríd, and later that of medicine in the college of MontpelUer. A 
few years afterwards he began the collection and preparation of material for 
his Diccionario, which employed all the time he could spare from his varíed 
duties during the next twenty years. MeanwhUe he had risen to lieutenant, 
whUe stUl a minor, and took part in the operations against Gibraltar. In 
1784 he received the rank of captaLn, and later that of colonel. About 1794 
he was appointed poUtical and miUtary govemor of the city of Alciras, with 
the rank of brígadier-general. In 1800 he rose to that of marescal de campo, 
and in 1802 was made military govemor of Com a. 

The Royal Academy of History made him one of its members in 1784, and 
Bubsequently he received similar honors from the society Cantabríca, and that 
of the city of Valencia. Akedo Bib. Am., MS., i. 27-9, 

For the compilation of his Diccionario, Alcedo has drawn upon a varíety of 
sources. The articles relating to the English and French possessions of 
North America are taken from the American Gazetteer, Lond. 1762; the 
greater portion of those relating to South Ameríca from Coleti's Dizionario 
Storico-Oeográfico, Venice, 1771; but the information relating to New Spain 
is said to come from over three hundred works on Ameríca, in varíous lan-
gnages. In addition to these, numberless documents were examined and 
mnch information received from intelUgent residents of the Indies, to whom 
he submitted his work. The result of these labors was a work whose value 
was immediately recognized, and though in many respects defective when 
compared with later encyclopædias, owing to the numerous valuable authorí-
•tîes used, and now lost or inaccessible, it remains a standard work. The 
desire of atimnlating commerce between Spain and her Amerícan possessions, 
by coUecting the most fuU and accurate information possible, was one of the 
chief motives of the author, but this laudable desire was weU nigh frastrated 
by the Spanish govemment, which, in order to prevent this information from 
apreading among f oreign nations, ordered the suppression of the work. A few 
oopies, however, eacaped, but though the work at once became very rare no 
reprint waa ever attempted, owtng chiefly, no doubt, to its subsequent trans-
lation into Engliah, The gro^wing importance of Engliah trade •with Amer-
ioa, whicb had increased enormously since the American revolution, and the 
neoeflsity formore eztenaive information induced 6 , A, Thompson, one of her 

m 
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citizens, to undertake the translation, which resulted in the publication m 
1812-15 of five large 4to vols., containing as nearly as possible a literal trans-
lation of Alcedo, and with many valuable additions, chiefly from the works of 
Morse, Molina, Humboldt, Depons, Azara, and official sources. To many 
of the leading articles much matter has been added, including statistics in 
the preface to the first volume; a statistical review of English trade is given; 
Alcedo's glossary of provincial terms has been revised and enlarged; various 
improvements have been made in the arrangement and treatment; many 
inaccuracies have been corrected; and the whole has been supplemented with 
a valuable collection of maps in a separate volume. 

Witli the object of avoiding the endless repetition of authors in connection 
with the various articles of the Diccionario, Alcedo -wrote two separate vol-
umes, containing bibliographical sketches of all the works consulted, to which 
he gave the title of Bihlioteca Americana, tí Catdhgo Hisfôrico de todos hs 
autores que han escr'ito sobre materias de América en varios idiomas, conuna 
tioticia de sus v'idas, IS., fol., 2 vols. This work was never pubUshed, and 
but few copies of the original are extant. One of these, sent to Mexico in 
1854 by WiIIiam H. Prescott, is now in my possession. Another manuscript 
work of Alcedo, whose title is given in the foregoing work, is H'istoria del 
Reyno de Tierra Firine y Ciudud de Panamâ, desde el ano de 1519, MS., with 
cuts, 4to. I find no mention of this work elsewhere. 

In common with other religious provinces of New Spain, the Franciscan 
province of Zacatecas had its special chronicler. The labors of its friars were 
chiefly confined to that portion of New Spain in which are included the mod-
em states of Zacatecas, San Luis Potosí, New Leon, Coahuila, Chihuahua, 
Durango, and the north-eastem part of Jalisco, and were closely identified 
with the conquest and settlement of these regions. All this is related in the 
(Jhronica de la Provincia de N. S. P. San Francisco de Zacatecas, !Mex. 1737, 
4to, by Friar José Arlegui, with special attention to the founding of con-
vents and the lives and sufferings of its members, including descriptions of 
miracles. Arlegui, who was a native of Biscay and provincial of this prov-

»!' . •• ince in 1725-8, had in 1730 been appointed chronicler of the province. In 
I,-, • 1819 the continuation of the history was determined upon, and Antonio Galvez 
• p jî  was commissioned for this purpose. He brought the liistory of the province 
j j j " down to 1828 in the form of a list of provincials, on whose character and rule 
% ' • he dwells, interspersing bricf accounts of outside political and ecclesiastical 
', history. This addition \v ith the title of Memorias para la continuacion de la 

Croiiica dc la muy religiosa proviwia de X. S. P. San Francisco de hs Zaca-
tecas, acopiad') por Fr. Ani'.nio Galvcz, ano de 1S27, was added to a new 
edition of the former work pubUshed in 1851, the paging running continu-
ously throughout. 

Among my rarest provincial histories is that of religíous labors in Oajaca 
by Father Francisco de Burgoa, identified with the district by birth and by 
life-Iong work in its missionary field. He had joined the Dominican order 
there in IG20, and succeeded twice in reaching the chair of provincial, be-
bides representing the provincia at Rome in 163G. He also acted for the inqui-
sition, and lived latterly as guardian of Huaxolotitlan and other conventa 
dying at an advanced age in 1681. Several writings of his were published. 
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but the most important is the Paiestra Historicai de Virtvdes, y Exemplares, 
Mexico, 1670, 269 foUos, foUowed in 1674 by a second part under the title of 
Oeografiea Descripdoik.. .de esta Promnda de Predicadores de Anteqvera, 423 
foUos and a supplement, in two volumes, both devoted to the history of Do-
minican miasions, and the Uves of the fríars, iuterspersed with numerous 
details on the ancient history, rítea, and reUca of the Zapotecs and adjoining 
tribes. I t is the only source of any value for the history of this importánt 
province; yet it is so rare even in Mexico as to have been overlooked by 
several bibUographers, An engraved page representing a portal with a num-
ber of statues, astronomic signs, and other elaboration, precedes the title-
page. The printing is in double columns, and rather crude. The diction is 
flowery and verbose, with the superabundance of religious matter to be ex-
pected from such a pen, and the phraseology is obscure, rendering it on the 
whole very troublesome to glean facts; but these are faults of the time, as 
much as of the man, whose pious biographies do justice to his fratemal zeal, 
if not to his judgment, and whose curious annals rouse our interest. 

The crowning figure in the bibliographic seríes for the later colonial períod 
is undoubtedly Fríedrích Heinrich Alexander von Humboldt, whose weU 
known work on New Spain forms a review of its condition at the most ad-
vanced period, the first exhaustive account of the kind ever given, and that 
by one of a foreign race, hitherto so Jealously excluded from making inquiries, 
The exemption granted in this case was due greatly to Humboldt's fame as a 
scientist and traveUer, which had paved the way to favor at a court roused in 
a measure to the Uberal requirements of the age. He early displayed a taste 
for botany and kindred subjects, and was allowed fuU liberty for his inclina-
tion at the university of Gottingen, at that time preêminent for scientific 
studies. His rapid advancement in these and other branches can be traced 
greatly to the influence of a noble-minded mother, on whom had devolved hia 
entire care since his tenth year, owing to the death in 1779 of his father, 
a major in the army and chamberlain at the Berlin court. At Gôttingen 
Humboldt formed a fríendship with George Forster, companion of the navi-
gator Cook, which gave impulse to an innate love for travelling, and 
henceforth his reading was especially directed to prepare him for scientific 
exploration, while a series of contributions on subjects ranging from physics 
to philosophy gave evidence in his twentieth year both of his profundity 
and the varíety of his attainments. In 1792 he had accepted a positiou in 
the mining department with a view to advance his studies, but displayed 
such marked abiUty as to obtaLa rapid advancement, as well as importaut 
commissions. In 1795 he undertook a scientific tour through S-witzerland and 
Italy, prepared shortly after to join the projected circumnavigatîon party un-
der Baudin, but drifted to Madríd and was invited to select Spanish Ameríca 
as a field for investigation. He accordingly left Corana in 1799, accom-
panied by the botanist Bonpland, overran successively Nueva Andalucia, 
Spanish Gnaiana, and Cuba, established the existence of a connection between 
the Orinoco and Amazon, and began in 1801 the celebrated exploration of the 
Andes, crowned by an ascent of Chimborazo, and complemented by observa-
tions on the transit of Mercury, on the sources of the Amazon, and on the 
fertUizing properties of guano, 
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In 1802 he left Callao for Acapulco, still accompanied by Bonpland, who 
attended to botanical researches. The letters of Í^ILaister Urquizo procured 
him in New Spain as elsewhere the attention and coôperation of the highest 
officials, aud he was enabled to make investigations conuected not alone with 
the abstract aml concrete sciences, which formed his cliief aim, but with the 
political and economic condition of the country hitherto so jealously veUed. 
During a stay from March, 1803, till the same month in the following year, he 
made trips in different directions, embracing the mining districts of Real del 
Monte, Guanajuato, and Zacatecas, the agricultural regions of Michoacan, 
aud back past the snow-crowned volcanoes Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl to 
the aboriginal center of Cholula witli it famous pyramid, and thence to the 
miasmatic gulf-shore, directing his penetrating observations on ancient and 
modern societj'^, on mouldering ruins and unfolding elements of a higher cul-
ture, on supemal phenomena and subterranean fornis, all the more interesting 
since in connection with his southern explorations, they formed tlie base for 
sev^eral branches of science, to which he lays claim as founder, notably in 
meteorology and physical geography. He returned to Europe in 1804, and be-
gan soon after a t Paris, with aid from different quarters, to prepare for pubh-
cation the frait of his remarkable tour, a task occupying a great part of his 
attention fur over 20 years, and intimately connected with other works of 
eucyclopædic range which flowed from his ever busy pen, and procured him a 
fame almost unrivalled in scientific annals. 

The results of his American joumey were given to the world in Voyage aux 
rcgions érjuinoxiales du nouveau continent, fait dans ks années 1799 á 1804, 
divided into six parts in 30 folio and quarto volumes, and embracing such sec-
tions as Jielat'iOit, IJistorique, Vues des Cordilléres, AtlcLs, Examen crit'tque de 
l'histoire de la géographie du nouveau continent, spoken of iu connection with 
my Summary of Geographieal Knowkdge and Discovery, fíist. Cent. Am., i., 
and Essai Politique sur k Royaume de la NouveUe Espagne, Paris, 1811, 2 
vols., the rest relating especially to natural history, geology, meteorology^ 
accompanied by maps and drawings. Most of these and other works have been 
translated into diffierent languages, and issued in many editions, both com-
plete and abbreviated. My remarks must for the present be coníined to the 
Essai PoUtique, as the only section which relates particularly to Xew Spain. 
I t is dedicated to Carlos IV. , as his patron in this instance, and has a valu-
able atlas. After an introductory explanation of the maps, it opens with 
physical geography and its bearing on agriculture and other industries, and 
proceeds to treat of population, the causes which affiect births and deatbs, 
notably epidemic diseases, and characteristics and conditions of the races and 
castes. Then follows a description of the different intendencias and provinces, 
their extent, resources, and leading towns; the second volume with the three 
last directions is devoted respectively to agriculture and mines, commerce 
and manufactures, revenue and defences, followed by two supplements of 
notes and additions. Like many other parts of Hiunboldt's work, this was 
liist issued in sections from 1808-11, as noticed in Edinburgh Rev., April 
1810, and November 1811, the hrst complete edition being the foUo before 
me of 1811. I have also the first German issue of 1809-14 in 5 vols., 8vo, 
and EngUsh and Spanish editions, those of later date containing additions. 
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The valne of the work is recognized not so much in the many reprints, as La 
the extensive use made of i t by later writers, hardly any one attempting to con-
Hult earlier authorities for the field covered; and indeed they could not have 
done bettet , for it is with rare exceptions not only full and accurate, based on 
official data freely placed before the author, but it may be called the first 
comprehensive and philosophic treatise of the kind on New Spain. Neverthe-
less i t is not exhaustive, and it rarely goes back beyond the generation of 
Humboldt 's time for statistics or historic information, a circumstance over-
looked by many a hasty and ungrateful borrower. For my purposes, though 
the scope is broad, the work has served merely as an aid to fill certain gaps. 
None the less do I acknowledge my obligations to the researches of this truly 
great man, the first to unlock the Spanish colonies to foreign investigators, 
and I heartily join my voice to the applause still ringing to his memory. 

Herewith I give broader references to some authorities consulted for the 
preceding chapters: Cedulario, MS., i. 69, 90, 152-4, 179-97, 204; ui. 23, 49, 
61-4, 129; iv. 24-5, 158-9; Vireyes de Mex., I'nstrttc, MS., passim; Ôrdenes 
de la Corona, MS., i. 5-6, 45-50, 134; iii. 12, 42, 53-7, 79-86, 128-30, 158, 
177-80; V. 1-54, 133; vi. 63-76; ConciUos Prov., MS., i. 1-369; iL, passini; 
iu. 63-203; iv. 69 et seq.; Reaks Ordenes, i. 254-8; ii. 1-17, 305-33; i \ . , 
passim; viii. 16, 24, 214-15; Instruccion Vireyes, 29, 97, 104^204; Reales 
Cédulas, MS., i. 8-10, 75-6, 105-6; u. 58-63, 153-9, 172-3, 237; ReviUa 
Gigedo, Instruc, MS., L, passim; ii. 1-8, 80-100; Id., Instruc, 1-353; Id., 
Residencia, MS., passim; Id., Bandos, passim; Id., Sokmnes Exequias, 1-91; 
Brandforte, Instrtic, MS., 13-36; Azanza, Instruc, MS., passim; Papeksde 
Jesuitas, MS., 5; Llnares, Instruc, MS., passim; Panes, Vireyes, MS., 54, 
82, 119; Certificadon de hs Mercedes, MS., 53-5, 119-20; Med'ina, Chrtín. S. 
Diego, 234; Papeks Franciscanos, MS., 221, 313-15; ViUa-Seflor, Theatro, i, 
3â-6, 53-61; Providencias Reales, MS., 52, 204-5; Galk, Mem. y Not., 38-15, 
157, 161-2, 181-3; Iniendentes, Real Ordenanza, 347-410; Disposiciones Va-
rias, passim; Gonzcdez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 274; Torquemxida, i. 298-304, 
620-1; Akgre, Hist. Comp. Jesus, i. 38-40; ii. 73-4; iu. 107-8; Sigiíenza y 
Otíngora, Carta ál Almirante, MS., 4-9, 37; Id., Parayso, Occid., 25-32; Pa-
checo and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, iv. 136-40, 363; Recop. ck Indias, i. 567 et 
seq.; CoL Doc Inéd., xxxi. 496-502; Cortés, HisL N. Esp., 34-5; Doc fíist. 
Mex., série i. tom. i., u, , passim; Id., série ii. tom. vi. 5-96; tom. •viL, 
passim; Alaman, DiserL, ui, 62-85, 239-44, 262-4, 296, 390-1; Id., HisL 
Mej., i. 8 et seq.; ii. 1-2; iv. 724; v. 956; Cohn, Juzgados MiUtares, ii. 523-
60; iii., iv., passim; Cartas de I'ndias, 272, 791-2; Doc Ecks. Mex., MS., L 
1-52; Carriedo, Estudios IIisL, ii. 107; Vetancmrt, Chron. San Evang., 31-48, 
67-9, 81-3; Id., Trat. Mex., 1—5, 34-45; Bekila, Recop., i., passiin; u. 86, 
332-5; Oomez, Diario, passim; Presidios, Reghmmto, 1-Í32; Robks, Diario, 
passim; Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 8-26, 211-39; Arrangoiz, Mex., i. 33-4; Mon-
umcTitos Domen. Esp., MS., passim; Guijo, Diario, 8 et seq.; Arroniz, Hist. y 
Cron., 150-5; Mota PadiUa, Cofíq. N. GaL, 3-18, 177; Btistamante, Cuad. 
HisL, i. 1 0 - í l ; Id., Efeme'rides, i. 33; Id., Medidas Pacificadon, MS., u. 
63-4; Id., Vozde laPatria, iii. 7-8, 24; ViUarroel, Enfermedades, 55, 111-14, 
163-'72; Montemayor, Stmarios, 3-9, 184-91; Cárhs III., Reaies Exequias, 
1-33; Id., IV., Breve ReUicion, passim; Colon de Larriákgui, Juzgados, 1-
466; Alzate, Oacda, i. 71-7, 166-7, 231-4, 365; u. 82 et seq.; ui. 1-3, 46-8, 
453-62; iv. passim; Rivera, Hist. JaUipa, i. 67, 142-210; Ortiz, Mex. Indep. 
Libre, 79-80, 159-222, 485-535; Pinart, Col. Doc. Mex., 463-4; Orozco y 
Berra, Mem. Ciud. Mex., 171-2, 194-206; Lacunza, Diseursos Hist., no. 
zxx-vi, 513-35; Paiafox y Mendoza, El Venerab. Sefior, 23; Mayer's Mex. 
Azt., i. 96 et seq.; Cavo, Tres Sighs, i. 264-^; n . 2-12, 65-83; ui, 87-9, 

m 
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93-8, 166-225; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 192-205; Humboldt, Essai PoL, î. 
4-7, 145-237, 273; u. 811-36; Id., New Spain, ii. 3, 61, i:í8; iv. 247-76, 
32-2-;]; Id., Tablas Estad., MS., 7-40, G5-6; LL, Versuch., iL 2.5-130; 
v. 30-51, 61-S; Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, i. 49-50; u. 5-8, 24, 35-6, 76; 
iv. 19; viiL 164-6; Id., 2da ép., i. 242-3; ii. 576-7; iii. 307, 314; Id., 3ra 
ép., ui. 111-12; Beristain de Sousa, Cantos, passim; (Jucrra, Jirvur X. Esp., 
i. 2GG, 281-3; Simon, Sermon, 1-30; Torrente, RevoL fíisj.aiiia, i. 6-11; 19; 
ZíuY ja y 0., Cahndurio, 29-37, 82-107, 120-36, 149-50; Leon, EXJJUCU-
cion, passim; Id., Ilustracion, 1-40; Rodriijuez, Express del Dohr, passim; 
Bucareli, Reglamento, 1-32; Vargas, Carta, passim; Cedula, A(josto 21, 
l'iO'J, 1-7; Baréa, Oracion, 1-40; Faruecio, Reales Exequias, passim; JJiurio, 
Mex., i. 91-2, 303, 337; ii. 67 et seq., iii. 19, 70-1, 3G8; iv. 7-8, 417-20; v. 
9 9 e t s e q . ; vL 12, 16, 21-20, 219-91; viL 48, passim; viii. 112, 139-41; ix. 
159-60, 319-20, 4U5, 548; x. 12, :i7-44, 401-2; xi. 407-70; xii. 200, 345-6, 
631-4, 72G; xiii. 1G7-7U, 173-9, 505-6; Lefevre, Doc 2Iaxiin.,i. 388-9; Rivera, 
Gohernantes de Me.c., i. 37, 63, 108, 144 et seq.; Mexico, Bosquejo RevoL, 8; 
Id., Cuculeruo, 40; /(/ . , Circuhr sobre X<,mh., Ms!., pí.ssim; Id., Extractos de 
Ccdulas, MS., 13-33; Id., InJ'orme, 9; Id., M<moria Guerrn 1840,9-11, 37-9; 
Id., Memoria Relaciones 1850, 8-9; Id., Xotes on, 94, 1113-14, 234; Id., Xot. 
C'iud. Mex., 28, 178-88; Id., Ordenanzas, 1-G2; Id., Provid. Diocesanas, MS., 
passim; Id., Regla Linea FronL, 28-9; Hosp'ital de ki Tropa, Iiistmc, 1-15; 
Gonzcdez, CoL N. Leon, 149-50; (íuîa de Hacienda, u. 129-40; Id., Foraskros 
1797, 156-83; Ca-<ítllu, Orac'wn Paneg., 1-37; West Indies, DescrípL, 60-4; 
Modern TraveUer, Mex. and Guat., i. 4; Pinkerton's ModernGcog., iii. 160-6; 
Zerecero, Rev. Mex., 26; Ancona, Jiist. Yuc, iL 273—4, 3G2-5; iii. 432, 449; 
Ccísans, Oracion Fúuchre, passini; Spanish Enijiirc in Am., 112-14; P'tke's 
Exphr., 377-85; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., iii. 371-9; vi. 190-205, 229-55; Oai-
vez, Informe Marqués, 17-18, 54-60, 186; Id., Oracion Fáncbre, 1-11; Yuca-
tan, Estcul. Tahh, 3 et seq.; Gayarre's, fíist. Louis, 164-6; Conde y Oquendo, 
Oracwn, 1-37; Zavala, Rev. Mex., 30; Pap. Var., v. 55--6; xxxuL, passim; 
XXXV. 11 et seq.; Ixxiv. 1-12; cxxii. 29-73; cxlix. 19-20; ccxviL, passim; 
Cokccion de Diarios, 225-40; Leon, La E-'it'irpc, 1-27; Respuesta al Papel, 
17-18; Plafrros, Ohelisco, 1-5; Reglamento, Instruc Presid., 1-132; Museo, 
Mex., i. 304r-9, 353-8, 393-402; iii. 212-16, 397-406; iv. 92-5, 119-20, 259-
85, 52.5-35; WiUie, Xoticia fíac, 4-5; Arrilhga, Recop. 1834, 142-89; 1835, 
3-6, 298-300, 323-4; Escamilla, Not. Cur. de GuaL, 40, 50-1; Arevah, Lau-
datio Funehris, 1-31; Escudero, Not. Son., 63, 70-1; Viagero, Universcd, xxvL 
253-330, 343-4, 355-72; xxvii. 51-86, 196-9, 247-9; Rocha, Codigo Nk., u. 
30; Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. IJ'ist., 301-62; Govzalez, Col. Doc N. Leon, 
149-50; Juarros, Compend'w Guat., 267-70; Gazeta Mex., L -xL, passim; 
Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v., passim; vi. 9-55, 74, 555-9; vu, 49, 785; viu, 49; 
X. 12'JG, 1373; Young's H'isL Mex., 63; San Salvador, El Sentimienh, 1-39; 
Cavo, Tres Sighs, u. 173-85; iu. 7-92; Gravados, Tardes Am., 439-85. 



CHAPTER XXVII . 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL SYSTEMS. 

1500—1800. 

PEOUIÍIAB FBATUBES OT SPANISH CoLONiíis—THB STTPBEMB AUTHOBITY— 

DlVISION OP THE I N D I E S — P B O V I N C I A L GOVEBNMENT—MXTNICIPALITIES 

—LocAL ADMINISTBATION—INDIAN COMMXTNITIES—OPFICE-HOLDING, RB-

STBICTIONS AND RBQtriSITES—SALABLE P O S I T I O N S — V A N I T Y A N D P B E C E -

DBNOE—NEW SPAIN, EXTENT AND DI-VISIONS—OPFICES AND DUTIES OP 

THE VlCBBOY—POMP, P B I V I L B G E S , A N D PAY—VlCISSITUDES AND JUBIS-

DICTION OP THE AUDIENCIA—OlDORES' T A S K S A N D HONOES—DlFFERENT 

INSTANCB COUBTS—CosTLY LiTiGATioN—CAUSBS OF CBIME—PECULIAB 

AND SBVBBE PUNISHMENTS—AT THB SCAEFOLD, 

THE Spanish possessions in America partook of the 
Roman colony features in being acquired by conquest, 
held as integral parts of the state, and used greatly 
for the benefit of certain classes; yet they presented 
many peciiliarities, The conquest was performed 
chiefly by private venture impelled by immediate gain; 
the sovereign stimulated by similar allurements step-
ping in to reap the more solid acquisitions, without 
fostering them by any special encouragement to im-
migration, The title to the Indias Occidentales, 
under which term were embraced the transoceanic 
domains of Spain, including the Philippines,^ rested 
nominally on the grant of Pope Alexander VI . to the 
Catholic sovereign; and by virtue of this, Charles V. 
formally declared them incorporated in the crown of 
Castile inalienably.'* AII right to lands, all control 

1' Comen^ados á contar por . . . treinta y nneve, 5 por quarenta Grados de lon-
^ t u d Occidental del Meridiano de Toledo, que es por la Boca del Rio Mara on; 
1 por la Oríental, por la Ciudad de Malkca,' Herrera, Descrip. Ind., 2. The 

auestion ÍB more lully diacussed in MoreUi, Fasti Novi Orbis, 281-3, yet with 
lie conclusion, ' linea demarcationis, nondum definitnm est,' 

* Text of decree in Recop. Ind., i. 523, 
(517) 



•fesil 

Tt' 

518 ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL SYSTEMS. 

over natives, all political power, remained with the 
king, who kept jealous guard over his prerogatives, 
resolved to exact for himself and his favorite subjects 
every benefit, and went to the extreme of placing on 
colonial thought and enterprise restrictions which have 
generally been condemned as tyrannical. 

B u t Spaniards felt not the yoke. While loving to 
rule, they preferred also to be ruled. The nobles had 
trained them in loyalty, so much so that they readily 
responded to the appeals of the sovereign to aid in 
humbling the nobility who interfered too much with 
the free sway of the sceptre. Fo r this they received 
among other privileges a r ight to popular representa-

:: tion, but it was not long ere the astute Charles, with 
?' the aid of the church, managed to wrest from the 

communities all power to interfere in state govern-
ment, and to assume for himself supreme control, 
which extended also over the church. StiII the 

i'i sovereio'ns were ever devoted to thefaith, and so were 
ready to be guided by philanthropic prelates and sage 
counsellors. N o country indeed can point to a code 
superior for general benevolence and wisdom. Its 
rhií.f defects must be attributed to the mania at Mad-
rid íbr excessive governi.ng, and to the sway allowed 

rjl to feeling over staid judgment and determination iu 
•• dictating and enforcing it, no less than to the constant 

»>* pressure íbr money at court, for which so much was 
}»| sacrificed. While selfish in its rc«tiictions against 

" foreign elements, like the churcli the supreme author-
ity was sympathetic and lenient within liniits, and it 
looked with paternal care to tlic intcrusts of all con-
cerned. whether Spaniards, Indians, or niixed breeds, 

1 altliouí'li the first were naturaliy legarded with 
special favor. If greedy oflficials circuinvented the 
laws and nsed their power for oppression, the lower 
classcs wJ ) sufíered were ready enough to recognize 
thc good intentions of the government. Thus for cen-
turies its control remained unquestioned, even by the 
parties which at times presumed to rise against the 
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viceroy; and thus it was able to carry out as late as 
1767 such extraordinary measures as the expulsion of 
the Jesuits without serious trouble, 

The administration of the different dominions of 
Spain resided in different councils, which possessed 
also legislative power and were wholly independent of 
each other, subject only to the sovereign who conferred 
with his ministers and his royal and supreme council 
of Castile, Thus the transoceanic possessions were 
intrusted to the supreme council of the Indies, holding 
permanent sessions at Madrid. I ts jurisdiction ex-
tended to every department, civil, military, ecclesias-
tic, and commercial, with particular attention to the 
welfare of the Indians, and with the existing laws in 
Spain for guidance in framing cédulas, which together 
with royal decrees formed the laws for America. I t s 
power corresponded to the vast extent of territory con-
troUed; for by it viceroys and governors were made 
and unmade, also patriarchs and bishops, even the pope 
having here to submit for approval his buUs and briefs 
conceming the Indies.' 

For purpose of govemment the possessions were 
divided into viceroyalties, provinces of audiencias, of 
chancillerías reales, and of royal oflficials, adelantami-
entos, gobernaciones, alcaldías mayores, corregimi-
entos, alcaldías ordinarias and of hermandad, town 
consejos of Spaniards and Indians; and for spiritual 
administration into sees, parishes, religious provinces, 
and other divisions, which were intended to conform 
to the temporal boundaries,* With the discovery of 
new abuses among the ever transgressing oflficials, new 
oflficers were created, thus forming wheels within 
wheels for watching watchers and carrying out the 
king's wiU, This division was the growth of centuries, 
and embraced toward the end of Spanish domination 
the four viceroyalties of Pera, New Spain, New 

' For the histoiy and rales of this body see Hist. Cent. Amer., i. 280-2, this 
series. 

*As declared by snpreme order of 1571. Seea were to correapond to gnb-
ematorial provinces, and ao forth. Remesal, Hist. Chyapa, 532. 
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Granada, and Buenos Ayres, a number of more or 
less independent captain-generalcies, and twelve au-
diencias, including those at Santo Domingo and 
^lanila.^ 

The provinces of royal oflficials were merely revenue 
" districts, whose heads received their appointment from 

the king, and administered their oflfice under a certain 
supervision from the viceroy and governors attending 
their councils; yet tliey were responsible only to the 
finance tribunal of the viceregal capital, and this again 
roported direct to Spain.^ Adelantamientos was an 
early term for gubernatorial districts, generally of un-
defined limits, to be extended by further conquest. 
Gobernaciones were the provinces of governors who 
usually held also the oflfice of captain-general, and at 
the audiencia capitals acted as presidents of this body. 
Over them the audiencias had a passive supervision 
with active interference only in judicial matters,'' and 
the viceroy could control them only in a limited de-
gree as royal representative. In 1786 the guberna-
torial districts were replaced by intendencias, undcr 
intendentes, who combined in themselves the political, 
judicial, financial, and military control, assisted bj' 
an asesor.^ Their subdelegados exercised in county 
capitals similar jurisdiction in subordinate degree, 
replacing gradually alcaldes mayores and corregidores 

jl ) who had for nearly three centuries been ruling as dis-
Jjl̂  ' trict or county magistrates, with political and eco-
i"/^ ' noraic supervision, sometimes indeed as governors.^ 
) •r i These minor rulers also were appointed chiefly by the 

*The creation, jurisdiction, and composition of each may be found in 
Recop. de Ind., i. 323 et seq.; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UlL, i. and passim. 

*As will be explained in the chapter on finance. 
^ Florida was subject to no audiencia, owing to its distance. 
*As explained in another cliapter. 
• The alcaldes mayores of New Spain under Cortés were merely intrusted 

with judicial matters, as we have seen; later those of San Luis Potosí and 
othíT places acted also as lieutenants for captain-gencrals, and exercised in 
other respects the duties aud ceremonies of governors. The term therefore 
does not always convey a clear idea of what the dignity consisted. Corregi-
dores were intended to replace encomenderos when the Indians fell to the 

I crown, as explained in ni<t. Mcx., ii. 329-30, but alcaldes mayores undertook 
I similar duties. 

i' 
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king, and enjoyed therefore a certain independence, 
acting in a degree as spies on one another and on their 
superiors. This policy of subdivision of authority 
and mutual watch, which could not fail to strengthen 
the control of the supreme government, was prompted 
partly by the distance of the colonies, and precipitated 
by the ambition and quarrelsome disposition of the 
early governors. Whenever unsatisfactory reports 
came in concerning any governor or magistrate, the 
India Council, or its higher representatives, at once 
despatched a visitador to hold investigation and sub-
mit the result, although at times he had power to 
carry out reforms and penalties on the spot. Usually, 
however, the only investigation needed was the resi-
dencia demanded at the end of his term from every 
oflficial with any jurisdiction.**' 

Municipal government was vested chiefly in alcaldes 
and regidores, of whom large cities had two and twelve 
respectively, and ordinary towns two and six. In 
minor places many of these oflfices remained vacant, 
partly owing to the interference of governors and 
their lieutenantrf who wished to retain sole control," 
In other places the alcaldes were mere figure-heads, 
A t the founding of a town the municipality was 
elected for one year; ^̂  after that the regidor positions 
in most places were sold, always with preference for 
meritorious persons and descendants of conquerors. 
The duties of the alcalde, who could appoint asesores 
to aid him, was to take cognizance in first instance of 
criminal and civil cases, appeals being made to city 
council, alcalde mayor, governor, or audiencia. H e 

10As fuUy explained in Hist. Cent. Am., i. 250-1, this seríes, See also 
Recop. Ind., i. 344, 368, 512, u. 163 et seq. 

î ReviUa Gigedo states that only 28 towns in New Spain had two alcaldes 
toward the end of the eighteenth century. Instruc, 18, Some places had 
íncreased tiie number to three, but this was checked, 

^'None to bereélected •within two years, In-one place the Recop. Ind., 
u. 31,129, has it three yeara, The dismct govemor or his superior confirmed 
the election. In the Provinciaa Intemaa the miUtia captaina were in later 
times made perpetual alcaldes, the lieutenants regidores, and sergeant pro-
curador. 
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also, assisted by a regidor, gave tariffs to shops and 
taverns in towns where no govcrnor resided, and in 
such towns also he presided over the council, a privi-
lege otherwise belonging to the governor, or alcalde 
mayor, or their lieutenant. None of these presidents 
had a vote in the assembly, or could interfere in muni-
cipal administration. Honorary regidores and com-
munal deputies were, toward the end of the last 
century, given a place in councils, as in Spain, after a 
stubborn resistance on the part of the perpetual muni-
cipality. They could be elected, every second year, 
from the trading class.^^ Other prominent oflficials, 
partly chosen from the regidores, partly elected from 
citizens, although not fully represented in every town, 
were the alférez real, who carried the banner, the 
procuradores and sindicos, usually lawyers, who rep-
resented the council in legal matters, and made collec-
tions, the treasury oflficers, and the alguacil mayor, or 
sheriff, who could appoint lieutenants and prison-keep-
ers, and had to carry out the orders of governors and 
alcaldes without meddling with the alguaciles, or 
police.^* 

A t the election of alcaldes the municipality chose 
two alcaldes de mesta, whose duty it was to preside 
over the semi-annual council of live-stock holders, and 
to attend to regulations concerning domestic animals.^' 
Municipal funds were derived priraarily from lands 
set aside for each town when founded,^^ sometimes 
certain fines could be appropriated; and for urgent 
public works, suits at law, appointment of agents, and 

[ the like, contributions might be levied by the magis-

; ^̂  ReviUa Gigedo, Instruc, 35-6. The other regidores could not engage in 
trade. Their duty was to supervise markets, shops, streets, movements of 

' population, and the like. In case of death the alcaide was succeeded by a 
regidor. 

"These were appointed by govemors, alcaldes mayores, or alcaldes, 
'. and existed also in Indian viUages, where alguaciles mayores did not figure. 
: '-• The councils were held on January 16th and August 31st, in convenient 

places, and must be attended by at least five hermanos dc la mesta, a dignity 
to which every owner of 300 head of small stock and 20 mares or cows was 
entitled. Recop. IiuL, ii. 135-8. 

! ^"For this and oíher fcatures connected with formation of towns see Hist. 
' Cent. .Im., i. 496-8, this seiies. 
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trate for amounts not exceeding fifteen thousand 
maravedís. Audiencias could extend the levy to two 
hundred pesos, but anything above this amount re-
quired royal sanction. Lands and certain other prop-
erty were leased at auction, and the rents intrusted 
to depositarios, whose books were usuaUy inspected 
by an oidor.^" Drafts for ordinary expenses were 
issued by magistrates and council.^^ The city had 
eight cuartel districts, five of which were adminis-
tered judiciaUy by the five alcaldes del crímen of the 
audiencia, and the remaining three by the alcaldes 
ordinarios and the corregidor, subject to whom were 
four petty ward alcaldes in each district, created in 
later times, There existed also a special patrol, and 
hghted streets, although the latter feature was se-
cured only until a comparatively recent date, and 
after many efforts.^ 

About the same time, 1790, fire-engines were made 
for the public oflfices, and regulations issued for the guid-
ance of the people called to assist at fires, with premiums 
for the first leaders of gangs who obeyed the bell sig-
nals of the watchmen in the church towers. Before this 
the neighbors hurried peU-melI to the scene, and friars 
and clergy came with images and relics, some of which 
were even cast into the fire with a view to awe the 
flames into submission.^ Among this crowd of psalm-
singers and frantic helpers, thieves found good oppor-
tunities while pretending to render aid. 

'̂ Fieles executores shared in certain trasts and supervised the honesty of 
dealers, particnlarly in provisions. 

^^Drafts on these funds mnst not exceed 3,000 maravedís, and salaríea 
could notbe aaaigned thereon'without auperíor permit; yet they could be 
drawn upon for royal celebrations—^not for the reception of prelates and other 
dignitaríes. Yet much money was spent on sults and display. 

i'Under Revilla Gigedo'a energetic rale, Since 1776 repeated orders had 
come to enforce street lighting, first on the part of well-to-do citizens and 
flhopkeepers, later by systematic leviea on the part of the ward alcaldes. AU 
this failmg, the city councU waa given the control, and lamps were erected at 
a cost of 35,429 pesos, the annual expense for oil and labor being about 
24,000 pesos, covered by a tax of three reals on each cargo of flour, which 
yielded 36,000, Eight corporals supervised the Ughting. RevUla Gigedo, 
Inatrttc, 71-3, The ordinary revenue of the city came to nearly half a miIUon, 
Id., 38, Villa-Seãor specifies diSerent sources and amounts. TecUro, i. 53-6. 

'^ Id., 73-4; Otdjo, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., série i. tom. i. 412-13. 
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Regulations for Indians, as we have repeatedly seen, 
were full of liberal, benevolent, and as a rule wise meas-
ures, though misapplied by rapacious or negligent oflB-
cials. More consideration was shown for the faults of 
the natives; special exemptions were granted from 
taxes, and many privileges extended, as if in regard 
for their primary right to the soil, and their povert}', 
and as if they were less responsible beings. The 
quality of this consideration has no parallel in the his-
tory of colonization; there is a pure charity, a tender 
humanity about it, which we look for in vain among the 
other nations of christendom. The encomienda system 
had been gradually abolished, and liberty granted to 
the Indians freely to dispose of their labor; yet ad-
vantage continued to be taken of their poverty and 
ignorance, to abuse them, and practically to maintain 
them in slavery, notwithstanding the many strict laws 
against advancing money or effects, or otherwise to 
pláce them under binding obligation, The alcaldes 
mayores and corregidores placed to protect them were 
only too often their chief oppressors, who relentlessly 
exacted the tribute from which they obtained a per-
centage, and who sold to them by compulsion useless 
goods at exorbitant rates, The establishment of inten-

,ÍJ dencias had for its object the reform of these abuses, 
and improvement certainly took place. The effort to 
congregate them into villages, particularly near inines 
and settlements, was still carried on, partly to promote 

'̂  their culture by means of priests and example, partly for 
advancement of colonization and increase of state rev-
enue, the frequent practice of introducing laborers from 
a distant province being objectionable in many ways. 

In the villages so formed no strangers inust be 
allowed, even of their own race,^^ and those enroUed 
as settlers must not live away from the place. Large 
^ illages had two alcaldes and four regidores,^^ elected 

"Though they may own land there. Travellers could stay two days, 
traders not over three. 

^' A medium-size viUage had two regidores, and one of 40 to 80 Indians 
only one alcalde and one regidor. 
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annually from among the people in presence of the 
curate, who was the adviser and guide in all matters. 
The election was as a rule nominal, for the oflfices, 
particularly the former, fell to the Indian nôbles, and 
in some viUages the cacique was perpetual alcalde. 
This pflficer could inflict punishment to the extent of 
a day's imprisonment or eight lashes on drunkards, 
absentees from mass, and similar offenders, Greater 
culprits, including half-breeds, must be merely arrested 
and taken to the nearest Spanish town. The caciques 
or chiefs retained a certain power independent of any 
oflficial rank, with right to establish their claims to 
succession, to wield authority over the Indians with-
in their district, and to exact tribute, although this 
was moderated if regarded as excessive, They must 
pay the men employed and inflict only light punish-
ments."^ The privileges granted them as nobles were 
generally abused in tyrannizing over their semi-sub-
jects, partly as a relief to their feelings, which suf-
fered so much from Spanish insolence. The curates 
and political agents were generally prepared to support 
them for economic reasons. Special care was taken 
to dispose of Indian civil and criminal cases promptly 
and with the least expense. Indeed, processes were 
not permitted except in grave instances. In audiencia 
cities, a lawyer and procurador attended exclusively 
to them, withoiit charging fees, their paj'- coming 
from fines or community effects.^ Cases of first in-
stance pertained to governors, and at Mexico an 
Indian tribunal under an oidor or alcalde de crímen, 
who acted as asesor to the viceroy, attended to this 
duty.''^ 

'̂ No ordinary judge could seize a cacique, except for grave o£fence. No 
mestizo could hold this dígnîty. Recop. Ind., ii, 245-9; Zamora, Bib. Leg. 
UlL, i. 152 etaeq,; Icaabahda, CoL Doc, u, 1-24, 

'^ln suits before the audiencia the fiscal defended one party, the protector 
the other, Recop. Ind., ii, 243, The protector and defensor of&cea were aup-
preaaed in 1582, but revived a few years later, 

** For ita Bupport a taz of half a real was levied on each Indian. Id., 200, 
A clerk and relator assisted, Azanza, Instmc, MS,, 11, The oidor received 
400 pesos a year for this eztra duty, Indians could freely give powers oí 
attomey so as to avoid appearance in person. 

%^t 
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Among the sources for village revenue was the yield 
of community land, each Indian being obliged to culti-
vate a certain amount, or to pay a tax. The funds 
were generally invested in mortgages, with advice of 
an oidor and in charge of royal treasury oflficials, under 
bond, who disbursed for crown taxes, school and mis-
sion expenses, and other purposes. The capital could 
not be encroached upon, save in extreme cases and 
with approval of the Indians;^^ indeed this as well as 
a part of the inflowing money came to be held almost 
as crown property, and the real owners met with such 
diflficulty when making demands thereon that they 
seldom renewed the effort. 

Oflfice-holding in America possessed special features 
not alone in its allurements, but in its effect on the 
destinies of Spanish colonies. Almost every person 
above the artisan class who migrated to the Indies 
came to engage in commerce or to obtain oflfice, In 
fact nearly all the higher posts were occupied by 
them,̂ '̂  partly on the long established principle, as 
instanced by the restrictions on oidores, to let no 
oflficial exercise jurisdiction in a province or district 
where he was bound by ties of kinship, This seemed 
the more necessary in countries so distant from the 
seat oí" government, and whose population had by 
personal conquest and colonization acquired rnore 
immediate lights and greater freedom of discussing 
them. To the children born within the bounds of 
loyal Spain, and influenced by no foreign ties, must, 
therefore, be intrusted the supervision and manage-
ment for their king of these less secure possessions. 
They also had readier access to plead for positions. 
Creoles could not be wholly excluded, and a share 

'*The audiencia appointed the needed clerk and coUector. Recop. Ind., 
ii. 214 et seq. 

" Of 70 viceroys in America only three were creoles, accidentally so in 
being bora of officials; and of 600 captam-generals only 14. In 1808 only one 
bishopric and a few canonrieswere held by creoles in Mexico. Ahman, Méj., 
i. 12-13. 
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had to be given them; but it was small, very small 
considering the superior claims of their ancestry, 
who had won and loyally transmitted domains so 
rich,'^ In addition to the discontent created by 
the partiality for Spanish-born subjects, the position 
and favor enjoyed by the latter made them arrogant, 
and tended to render more marked the caste distinc-
tion, all of which must in due time bear fruit. 

Nearly all high oflfices, especially those with juris-
diction, were reserved by the king for his own ap-
pointment, and the viceroy or president of audiencia 
could fiU the post only temporarily; yet his recom-
mendation had weight.^ I t had frequently been 
declared that descendants of conquerors should be 
given preference for most oflfices; then settlers and 
those born in the country, with special attention to 
meritorious and married men; but ceaseless intrigues 
and the pressure of personal interest assisted to nullify 
this. In the magistracy, ability should receive superior 
weight; traders could not be given treasury oflfices; 
those who had been artisans could not hold alcal-
días mayores, corregimientos, and similar positions; 
planters, mulattoes, mestizos, and natives were also 
debarred from the higher oflfices. Adherents and rela-
tives within four degrees of the high dignitaries were 
declared ineligible for many oflfices within the same 
state, but supplementary laws practically annulled 
this, as well as many other rules, '̂* as we have seen, 

While meritorious service formed a main feature in 
the application for oflfice,'̂  it was above all necessary 

^ The Uberal Cárlos III. sought to remedy •this injustice in a measure, but 
the effort did not prove lasting, 

^ Even the temporary appoLatment of govemors was in certain cases •with-
held from him, but he had a number of alcaldias mayores and other grades 
at his entire disposal, The govemor of a province could appoint temporary 
•treasure officials, but his selection might be set aside by the president of an 
andiencia, and his by the viceroy, wno again had to yield to the sovereign, 
R&Mp. Ind., L 525-6, 

"'lt was declared that persons of merit should not suffer from the rale, 
and tlús snfficed to open the gate for evasion, A papal decree of 1739 con-
demna the restríctiona againat breeda aa exceaaive, MordU, Fadi Novi Orbis, 
664-5, 

nporm of appUoation may be foimd in Doc. Eelea. Mex., MS., iv, pt, 6, 
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that the candidate should owe nothing to the treas-
ury. He must tender oath for faithful and loyal 
performance of duty, give bonds in many cases, and 
in certain instances inventory of estate. In term 
oflfices a certain period must elapse ere the same person 
could be reappointed,^^ While lieutenants could be 
chosen by governors and others in different towns, 
oflfice could not be held by substitutes without special 
permission, nor could they be resigned in favor of 
another, The pay varied greatly even for similar 
oflfices according to location and wealth of districts,^ 
Temporary holders, till removed or confirmed, received 
merely half pay when it fell below a fair amount.^* 
I t was clearly specified to whom salaries should como 
from the royal treasury, and who should receive their 
pay from fines, fees, and other sources.̂ ® Payments 
were made three times a year, in silver—gold being 
reserved for Spain^®—the time counting from date of 
taking possession, although several obtained pa}^ from 
the day of leaving Spain.^'' To some advances were 
made for travelling expenses. Certain deductions 
served to form a pension fund for widows and orphans 
of those who died in oflfice, and others in form of 
media anata^ went to the king. The civil pension sys-

'^Three years by decree of 1687. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 88. Calle 
gives the form for despatching confirmations and titles. Mem. y Xot., 173-5. 

^'During the seventeenth century thc Recop. Ind., ii. 114-16, instances 
the followiug: corregidor of Mexico, 500,000 maravedis; govemor and cap-
tain-general of Yucatan, 1,000 pesos de minas; corregidor of Vera Cruz, 1,000 
pesos; alcalde mayor and captain of war at Acapulco, 1,000 ducados; alc.alde 
mayor of Tabasco, 300 ducados; Guadalajara govemor and president, 3,500 du-
cados; goveraor and captam-general of Nueva Vizcaya, 2,000 pesos de minas, 
and corregidor of Zacatecas, 1,000. 

^^By decree of 1790 those with less than 400 pesos were exempt, and this 
limit being shown to be too low for decently supporting the official, a decree 
of 1792 raised it to 1,000, M ith a partial reduction on amounts less than 2,000. 
Revilla Gigedo, Bandos, no. 72. 

'̂' The Mexican treasury had to supply funds for the Philippines and other 
quaitcrs when their treasuries were empty. 

^^ Recop. Ind., iL 581 etseq. 
' ' Yet a decree of 1646 decided that pay must be allowed only from date 

of taking possession. Id., 255. Salaries stopped with death. No deduction 
was made during sickness or justified absence. 

*^The sources were a half month's pay, a small regular percentage, also 
salaiies accraing during vacancies, termed vacaciones; also deductions from 

' certain offices, caUed quitas, and other sources. From the latter came special 
! 
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tem was created only during the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, and did not apply to the holders, 
some of whom received a proportion of pay from 
other funds after a certain term of service, or when 
incapacitated.^ In protection of the pension funds it 
was required that oflficials should not marry wives 
without suflficient dowries,** nor without permission. 

Before the discovery of America a few oflfices with-
out jurisdiction, or with minor participation therein, 
were sold to bidders. The practice soon extended, as 
the mania for oflfice-holding increased and the royal 
treasury became greedier, and law after law was added 
to the list which embraced in particular the positions of 
clerks, notaries, sheriffs, regidores, persons connected 
with the collecting and management of funds of tribu-
nals, municipalities, mints, and others,*^ These sales 
were first authorized in the Indies by decree of June 
17, 1559, subsequently amplified in extent andrules,*'^ 
so as to embrace also in a measure pensions and en-
comiendas,*^ Public notice had to be given of vacan-
cies, and a certain time allowed for bidders to prepare 
themselves to present qualifications, for restrictions 
as to class and talent applied also here. The sale was 
held in the presence of an oidor, or other high oflficial, 
the highest bidder being entitled to the position, with 
certain exceptions in favor of able or meritorious per-
sons.** Different causes tended to affect prices, such 
as hard times, which naturally diminished fees, and 
consequently the valuation. Thus the oflfice of high 
sherifí* to the audiencia at Mexico sold at different 

pensions for merítorious persons, For particulars see Fonseca, Hist. Hac, 
vi, 97 et seq.; Mex. Legis., April 1853, 31 etseq. 

"Certaiu treasury officials had to deposit one fifth of their pay as addi-
tional bond. 

*" Brides even of subaltems had to bring 3,000 pesos fuertes, ReviUa Oigedo, 
Bandos, no, 5, 

*^ For details see Recop. Ind., ii, 548-59; Fonseca, Hist. Hac, ui. 62 etseq.; 
Calk, Mem. y NoL, 178-9, 

" / ' / . , 7, 
^ Recop. Ind., iL 555-6. 
** I t was specially decreed, for instance, that the positions of regidorea 

should be given at lower rates to deserving men. 
HisT. Msz., Voi.. III. 34 
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times dur ing the period 1G05-1G21 at 28,750,122,740, 
and 50,000 pesos; that of clerk to the civil court varicd 
within adozen years between 65,000 and 30,000 pesos. 
The twenty-four receivers' ofiSces of the same tribunal 
ranged between 3,200 and 2,400 pesos. Regidores of 
]\ícxico paid líctween 10,000 and 6,000 pesos.*^ Tlie 
sale conferred different privileges, some holders beinrr 
allowed to appoint lieutenants, otbers to buv for 
minors and administer ad interim, or to renounce in 
favor of another, which was equivalent to private sale. 
Many bought positions merely as a speculation, and 
tendered other oflfices in payment.*^ 

\ et the latter performances were somewhat ham-
pered by the rule tha t one half of the value raust be 
paid to the treasury on resigning or disposing of any 
oflfice for the first tirae, and one tliird for subsequent 
transfcrs. In cases of private transfers the value was 
estimated by treasury oflficials for pa^-ment of t!ie dc-
duction.*' Such transfers were valid only if the scller 
lived twenty days after the sale;''^ otherwise the oflfice 
fell to tlio crown, to be sold anew at auction.*^ 

The policy of salable oflfices is no doubt open to ob-
jections, although it does not appear to havc been 
attended with so many evils as raight be supposed. 
Many raen invested money in this way to obtain po-
sition, or to secure a safe income for themselvcs or 
their children, and paid so liberally that the salaries 
amounted to merely a fair percentage on tbe invcst-
raent. This served also as a bond for good conduct. 
The conipetition was generally too great to allow of 
an adequate return in the form of both salary and 

*^ Further instances in CuUe, Mcm. y Not., 49-51. 
** C'redit was not extended over long terms. 
*' Communities had in some cases obtained the right to salable offices, 

and in case of a new iucumbent they also must pay the deduction. 
*^The transfer must belaid before the governor or other superior authority 

within 70 days; within 30 days after landing if resignatiou was made at sea. 
Royal confirmation of office must be presented within four years, or it would 
be sold. C(^dula, in Pacheco a.nã. (Ji'irdenat, Col. Dor., xvii. .369-74. 

*® Without re tum of any part of its value to the late holder. In case of 
resignation to the crown the deduction is mafle on the estimated value; aud 
the treasury reaped the benefit from any higher sale price. The office could 
be attached for debt. 
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interest on purchase money. I t led also to much cor-
ruption and to a low standard of ability.^*' 

I t was wortli while to pay large sums for a position 
which entailed privileges, at least honorary and social, 
such as are eagerly sought for even in countries less 
subject to class distinction and caste strife than Mex-
ico. The vvell known punctiliousness of the Spaniard 
was not a whit relaxed in these far-off regions, and it 
is amusing to observe the trivialities on which the 
staid government would waste its attention and de-
crees. The question of precedence was minutely fixed, 
even for inferior oflficials, in processions, at audiences, 
in church, and elsewhere. In certain cases the clergy 
should precede all; on other occasions a governor had 
the precedence. This dignitary could use a cushion, 
but not so an alcalde mayor,'* and certain oflficials could 
enter a tribunal with sword or stick, while others 
must doff and bow. Many distinctive forms of dress, 
stiU reserved on the peninsula for certain classes, had 
here been usurpcd by inferior perspns, and the judicial 
cape and collar could be seen on every notary and 
physician, ay, even on the barber. The lawyers felt 
particularly indignant at being confounded with their 
social inferiors, and after a hard struggle obtained per-
mission to wear gauze on their cuffs, and were recon-
ciled. Form of address was also jealously guarded,^^ 
and the manner of kissing the pax had to be prescribed 
lest the arrogant worshipper should place himself on 
too close equality with royal devotees. 

New Spain, which for so long a time formed one 
of the two great territorial departments of the India 

'" ReviUa Gigedo recommends fixed salaries for notaries and others, and 
measures for introducing better men. Instrtic, 28. 

'̂ Yet he of San Luis Potosi had this and other honors granted. Arkgui, 
Chron. Zac, 57-8, 

^'* Vioeroy and audiencia were addressed aa vos by the king, but they must 
use an impersoual form with govemors; yet the audiencia called a juez de 
provincia vos, The viceroy used merced, worship, in addressing the munici-
pa ity of Mexica Recop. Ind., i, 638 et seq,; Montemayor, Svmaaios, 114-17; 
Ordenea de la Corona, MS., L 142. 

c: 
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Council, the other being Peru , erabraecd five of the 
twclve audiencias, naniely, Santo Doniingo, Mexico, 
Guateraala, Guadalajara, and Manila, besides tlie cap-
tain-generalcy of Florida, extending frora the southern 
border of Costa Rica^^ into the undefined north, till 
t ica t iesof theei í íh teenthandnineteenth centuriesji^ave 
boundaries along Louisiana and beyond Calirornia, 
The viceroy of Mexico had however a inerely nomi-
nal authority over any but the audiencia districts of 
]\Icxico and Guadalajara, which extended from Gua-
teraala, Chiapas, and the bay of Honduras to the 
south line of the Florida department, and beyond Cali-
fornia, a region forming New Spain proper.^ In 1786 
tliis state embraced ten gubernatorial divisions v.hich 
v.ore now converted into twelve intendencias and 
three provincias, with two hundred and forty-two al-
caklías raayores or partidos.^^ Two military divisions 
i.lso existed, those subject to the viceroy as captain-
gcneral, and those under the comandante general of 
tlie Provincias Internas, 

Originally New Spain v^as under control of a gov-
crnor, as we have seen, who held also the ofifices 
of chief justice and captain-general, with power to 
appoint lieutenants and other high oflScers, to grant 
icpartiraientos, to exile obnoxious persons, and to con-

"' 'Cabo de Tiburdn y rio de Congos, por donde confina con las Provincias 
de Tierra Firme. ' Akedo, u. 78. Most of the early gcographers apply the 
iiame of Xcw Spain loosely evento Panamá. Descrip. Amer., 103-4. Thesiu-
rus Gicjip, ii. 2.;3; Sanson, L'Amér., 17; Luyts, Geog., 70S; Apiano, Cosinog., 
f;-7, 75; Mendoza, 1114. Ch'nia, 3C4; OrteUins, Teufrrm, 1-3. The church 
historian Gonzalez Dávila follows the council division in saying ' Arzobispo de 
Sto Domingo en Nueva Espa a.' Teatro, iL 101. Mancera in 1GG4 app ica it 
as a captain-generalcy to a rather limited space. Doc Inéd., xxi. 490-3; Me-
diiia, Chrtín. S. Diego, 227. The subordination of the different audiencias to 
t!ic viceroyalties of'Pera and Mexico Í3 cxplaincd in Recop. de Ii:d., i. ;î39, ii. 
114-10 c t c ; Laet, Xovus Orhis, 229. During the temporary tiansfer of tlie 
Cuatcmala audiencia to Panamá in 15G3 a line from bay of Fonseca to UIr..i 
líivcr formed the south border, Gracias á Dios town bclonging to New Spaiu. 
liecdes C(d., in Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, xviL 532. 

5' As cxplained in IJist. Mex., ii. 279. The boundaiy question is discusscd 
in Il'ist. CenL Am., iL 713-15 (note 39), this serics. 

-̂  Alcedo, ii. 79, impUes that thc whole region from Costa Rica northwjr.d 
containcd only 128 alcaldías mayores and corrcgimientos, but Villa-Se or, 
Ttatro, i. 2 J , writing in 1746, 49 ycars earUer, mcn'duns 149aIonc in four cut 
of tlie six sees of Xcw Spain proper. The provinces underwent changus iu 

J 
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demn to death. Under pressure from envious aspi-
rants to power, the sovereign took the wise precaution 
of creating an audiencia, like that at Santo Domingo, 
to administer justice, and watch over the observance 
of laws, and over the royal interest. I ts president 
acted also as governor till the arrival of the first 
viceroy in the person of Mendoza. 

While representing the king this high oflficial was 
greatly restricted in his powers, especially in later 
times. His oflfice embraced those of president of 
audiencia, governor, and captain-general, terms whicli 
to a certain extent iiidicate the authority wielded. 
As president, however, he possessed no vote in judicial 
matters, though he watched the proceedings of the 
oidores, signed their dccisions, and directed to some ex-
tent their movements,^^ As governor, he was the head 
of the departments of state generally, watching also 
over religious observance, supervising the treasury," 
and looking in particular to the welfare of the Indians, 
He could promote discovery expeditions, but the privi-
lege to distribute encomiendas and lands was greatly 
absorbed by minor governors of provinces. Yet with 
him lay the provisional appointment of governors, cap-
tain-generals, and intendentes whenever vacancies oc-
curred, and a number of alcaldías mayores and other 
oflfices were assigned to him for free disposal.^^ This 
privilege extended also to ecclesiastical oflfices, where 
he exercised the royal patronage in selecting one of 

^He took cognizance in fírst' iostance of Indian cases, and indirect 
cognizance in the sessions of the.civil, fiscal, and others, as Azanza explains 
in his Instmcdones, MS. , 1 1 . The pardoning power was greatly restricted by 
a decreeof 1654. Montemayor, Svmarws, 160, See also Recop. de Ind., i. 373. 

"Every Thursday he prcsided over the treasury council, and directed the 
eteps for increasing revenues. Yet he could not grant exemption from tribute, 
or dispose of funds save in extraordinary cases. He might send officials to 
investigate the management of coUectors' departments. His power in this 
respect was similar to that of the superintendente general de real hacienda 
in Spain, Bekila, i. 353. 

""CaUe gives a list of them with their values, Mem. y NoL, 100, 165-8. 
Their number varied at the pleasure of the king, and to some viceroys special 
permission was issued to confer a certain number on 'servants andadherents,' 
which otherwise could not be allowed. Reales CéduUis, MS., u. 237. The power 
to appoint govemors ad interim of the PbUippiues was at times withdrawn. 
Doe. Inéd., xxi, 462-3. 

! 
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the three nominees proposed by the bishop.^^ As roval 
i'cpicscntative the viceroy had much additional control 
over the church, which tended greatly to exalt his 
dignity, however galling this subordination must have 
been to the clergy. 

A still greater influence was derived from the office 
of captain-general by land and sea, with power to 
appoint lieutenants, to call out the colonists as a 
militia body, to levy troops for expeditions, and even to 
dip into the royal treasury. A council of war servcd 
both to guide and control Iiis actioii however. The 
duty of attending t j the defence of the country 
enabled him to interpose his authority in a number of 
M ays, and from his decision in military matters there 
was no appeal except to Spain.^^ Thc audiencia had 
in all important affairs of government to be consulted, 
in which att i tude it was known as the acuerdo; yct 
in raost cases the viceroy could carry out his own de-
cision even if this body objected. The oidores would 
then have to report to the king, without his knovv'I-
edgc if they chose. I n cases of appeal to them from 
liim they could always demand tlie documents and 
determine to whom cognizance pertained.''^ 

Wi th the creation of captain-generalcies in Yucatan, 
and alono: the northern frontier of roûí'cncias and in-
tendencias, the power of the viceroy becamc more and 
more restricted,^^ although his duties were by no 
means reduced, including as they did at least a nom-
inal supervision of affairs even within distiicts that 
appeared independent of him. The commercial in-
terests of New Spain in the Philippines called his 

^ i 

^"Or rejecting all. This privilege had mucli to do with the frequent anJ 
bitter quarrels between tlic political and ecclesiastical chiefs. 

., *''"The mi'itary system wLI be considered in connection with the forming 
,11 of the standing army. Revilla (iigedo comments on the captain-generalcy aá 
•»j lliemost important of the oíiices. /ustruc, 1'2'J. 
*J| " The powcr to so determine was granted only in later timcs. The privi-
»1 lege to follow his own decision in most cases served greatly to exalt the vice-
fj ixgal authority, as intended. 

'̂ - A source of rcgret, .sa\ .s Revilla Gi jcdo, since communication with Spain 
had become so easy as to a low thc sovcreign to interfere in case of mistakes 
on the part of his re a'escntative. Jnstruc, 4. 

Í!:.il 
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attention to the Orient; he had frequently to send 
arms and other aid to the AntiUes; and while the 
government of Florida was subject to no audiencia, 
the authority of the viceroy could be exercised there, 
and so with Nueva Vizcaya, Nueva Galicia, and 
Yucatan. 

In the despatch of government affairs he was 
assisted by a secretarial department of royal appoint-
ment,® and his dignity was sustained by prescribed 
court pomp and ceremonies, many of them being 
otherwise of exclusively regal character, such as the 
formal reception by the chapter and bishop on his 
first visit to the cathedral church.** On certain feast 
days the audiencia had to accompany him to mass, but 
not even an oidor could take a seat beside him within 
the coach.*' Indeed the vicercgal court was modelled 
on that of Spain, and the king in many ways en-
couraged the manifestation of respect toward his rep-
resentatives. 

The formalities connected with his arrival in the 
country were particularly impressive.^ Processions 
of briUiantly attired citizens with banners and other 
regalia, headed by oflficial bodies, came forth to receive 
him at every town along the route, which usually 
passed from Vera Cruz through Jalapa, Tlascala, and 

^ By cédula of 1778 the assistants of the department were increased to 
eight, caUed officiales, with a porter. The pay of the youngest was 450 pesos. 
Orderics de la Corona, MS,, i. 151; Disposkiones Varîas, L 33. The audiencia 
aecretaries could also be caUed upon, In secret afíairs a private secretary 
might be employed, The annual appropriation for stationery was Lá 1758 
fixed at 400 pesos, Certif. Mercedes, MS,, 92. In less important matters the 
viceroy could abbreviate his signature to mediafirma. 

**The details of observances are given inRecop. de Ind., i. 632-4. Preîates 
could use train-bearers, bnt not on appearing before the viceroy. At Mexico 
he must dine only with his famUy, and observe other exclusiveness; but out 
of the capital greater freedom was eujoyed. Humboldt, Esaai PoL, ii. 802. 

** Rules are laid down for the deference to be observed by different offi-
cials, an alcalde for instance being aUowed to sit only on the carriage step. 
Montemayor, Svmarios, 117-18 et seq. The coach was dr&'wn by six mules, 
and other coaches stopped as it passed, their male occupants rísing to salute. 
Estaila, XXV. 295, 

** In order to sweU hia importance he was made general of the fleet con-
veying him to New Spain, free passage being provided for all his retinue 
^nthin reasonable limits, Only his unmarried daughters or very young sons 
could accompany him, lest he should hs induced to pro^vide near relatives 
witb positions. 
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Puebla^" to Otumba, the scene of Cortés' brilliant vic-
tory, \A'here the outgoing viceroy v/ith the dignitaries 
from ]\íexico usually met him,*''aIthough a number of 
officials and citizens had hastened to tender homage 
long before this, H e r e took place the informal sur-
render of government and of the staff'of captain-general 
amidst pomp and festivities; and thereupon tlie new 
ruJer was escorted with great ceremony to tlie capital, 
occasionally under the pall, till strict orders forbade 
this encroachment on royal privileges. Bells rang, 
troops paraded, fireworks, bull-fights, and other en-
tertainments followed, ancl for three days tlie viceroy 
dincd in public with the representatives of different 
civil and military bodies, The cathedral formed the 
objective point of the entrance raarch, and here the 
archbishop received him and chanted the tc deum."^ 
Some time after tlie formal assumption of power, by 

• swearing the oath of oflfice, a second pompous entry 
took place into Mexico, for which costly preparations 
were made on all sides, by private citizens as well 
a.s by guilds and political bodies, the municipality 
olone expending as inuch as twenty-six thousand pesos, 
This extravagance being complained of, the king for-
bade a second entry, whicii had absorbed niost of 
the cereraonies and festivities, and limited the drain 
on public funds for sueh occasions to eight thousand 
pesos.™ 

]Many restrictive cédulas were directed against 
viceregal pomp and abuse, such as using family arms 

^' Occasionally Tlascala was omitted, and on one or two occasions Pánuco 
served as landing-place. Special rcceptions were tendered by the clergy at 
the principal church. 

(^sChapultepec or Guadalupe was also sclectcd, but toward the end of the 
last century San Cristobal came to be the meeting-place. Brkna, i. 360. 

«'A chaplain having first removed the silver spurs of the great man. 
Estcdl-i, xx\i. 23:3-5. 

'"^Ordenes de la Corona, ^.l^., i. 9 et seq. CaUe shows that the paU was 
allowed to certain viceroys. 3Iem. y Xot., 57. In Pera the expenditure was 

Í
' j extended to 12,000 pesos. For additional features connected wth the entry 

í and assumption of govemment see JJi.it. Mcx., ii. 379, this series. Panes 
* describes the ceremonies at towns on the way to ^Mc. ico. Vireyes, MS., 

1. 12.>-8. lu Montemayor, Svmarios, IGI, is given the forai for taking the oath 
K' of office. 
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during certain public celebrations, accepting a higher 
form of address than senoria—excellency being per-
mitted only in late years—obliging the oidores to 
escort the viceroy to their hall whenever he chose to 
preside,''^ and expecting them as well as other digni-
taries to make ceremonious calls on his birthday, or 
during his sickness. In other directions his privi-
leges were extended with a view to preserve the 
dignity of the royal representative. A guard of 
honor numbering twenty-five was provided to attend 
him, and later a special posse for the palace,'''^ His 
pay was gradually increased from the six thousand 
ducats enjoyed by Mendoza, to twenty thousand, and 
later to forty and sixty thousand pesos. Certain legal 
fees were added for superintending the drainage work 
and other duties, exceptional grants being made to 
favorites, with permission to introduce a certaiii 
amount of jewelry and merchandise free of duty.'^ 
A goodly portion of the government house or palace, 
and of the buildings at Chapultepec, were set aside 
for his use, and the service was covered to a great 
extent from public funds.'* Liberality in this direc-
tion appeared the more necessary, as only too many 
viceroys.had used their position to enrich themselves, 
either by direct or indirect sale of places, or accept-

^^The viceregal chair or throne in the audiencia chamber could not be 
occupied by the oidor who took his place as president. 

'••'Of 30 men with capi;ain and lieutenants, created in 1792. The guard of 
honor consisted of a captaiu, a lieutenant, 3 non-commissioned officcrs, and 
20 halberdiers, with a monthly pay of 16 pesos or more, the captaiu alone 
rcceiving double pay, and later that of infantry captain. The men paid for 
their uniform nnd arms. Their allowance came from vacated encomiendas 
and other sources. The viceroy of Pera had a guard of 50 with three hun-
dred pesos a year, 

'^The amount varied. Calle mentions 16,000 ducats' worth of effects, be-
eides 8,000 in plate, and an annual importation for the household to the \'alue 
of 4,000 ducats. Mem. y Not., 56-7, A year's pay was allowed till 1766 for 
going and retuming to the post, Boktin, i, 360, See also IJist. Mex., ii. 376, this 
series. One fifth of the 60,000 was allowed for the office of captain-general, 
and exempt from the anata deduction. The ruler at Lima had larger pay and 
more prívileges. 

^*The preference in selectiug servants should be given to descendants of 
conquerors. The yearly expenditure for palace repairs must not exceed 
lOjCÍOO pesos, Reaks CeduUis, MS., iL 115. An account of the rooma occu-
pied by the viceregal suite in 1771 is given in Vireyes Instruc, MS,, p t 
vu. 1-3. 

'i i 
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ance of presents froni favor-seekers, or engaging in 
different undertakings, contrary to law,'̂ ^ 

One means intended to check corruption was the 
limitation of the oflfice to three years,'^ This rule, 
howevcr, was seldom adhered to, nearly all holding 
the power for a longer period, sometiraes froni twelve 
to fifteen years, several being twice appointed.'^ As an 
encouragement for good conduct, promotion was held 
forth to the higher paid viceroyalty of Peru, to the 
India Council, and other positions in Spain. Before 
leaving the country, this dignitary, like other high 
oflficials, had to submit to a residencia to be completed 
within six months; yet bonds were generally accepted.'^ 
H e had also to leave a report on the condition of 
affairs with suggestions for the guidance of his suc-
cessor.^^ 

In case of death no regal ceremonies were per-
initted.^" Usually a pliego de f^TOvídcncia, or mortaja,^^ 
existed wherein a successor was designatccl; otherwise, 
till the arrival of a iiew appointee, and also v/hcn the 
viceroy fell sick, tbe audiencia assuraed the governraent 
with the president or regente for captain-general.'^^ 

P'. 
' • ' ' - • 4 ' 

I ' 

1 

" T h e y could give preference in the sale of (juickrilvcr, or favor tiadcrs for 
places and goods. Ga,','c assumes that some of íhciu ma^'eamiliion ayear, and 
bribed courtiers in Spain to procure an cxtension of time. i'o^., i. •--!. tín 
birthdays of the viceroy's consort, carriages, gold chaiiis, ai.d Uvhcr costly 
presents flowed in from all directions, an incentive being given to donors by 
inviting them to comcdy represcntations at the palace. Gtiijo, iii B C. Jlist. 
Mcx., sériei. tom. i. 482-3. 

'®CéduIas of 1555, 1G63, etc. Recop. de Iiid., i. 55. 
" Among others Vclasco the younger. Mendoza ruled nearly 15 ycars; 

and three others from 12 to 14 years. 
'̂  Equivalent to about a year's salary. 
" Under penalty of a year's pay. Yet many failed to comply, says Man-

cera, Iusfruc, in Doc Jt JL, xxi. 439; perhaps verbal commuuications with 
the successor were deemed sufficient. 

^ ' Los Oydores. . . no cntren con luto en los estrados de ia Audiencia.' 
Moittcma'ior, Svinarios, 115. 

* 'A document kept under seal, wherein the king named a successor in 
case of ûccident to thc incumbent of tliis officc. 

'̂ -Di ini,' later years the military sub-ínspector assumed control of his de-
partnieut. Unhnes dc la Corona, ^Í.S., iii. l.')8. Ci'dulario, MS., iii. 57 ct seq. 
The archbi.shop had more than oncebeen called to theoffice; but byccdula of 
17."!í) the succession was dec ared inadvisablc. The oidores during their rule 
had to furnisíi monthl}' reporís of iirocccdinps and were restricted in appuint-
iiig officials'and other privileges. Jic.dci Cedulas, M8., i. 33-4. 
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; While the audiencias were really sovereign tri-
bunals to which appeals might be made even from the 
decisions of governors, they also possessed a certain 
supervision over aÔairs and had to report to the India 
Council, giving suggestions on all points that might 
promote the interests of the crown and the welfare of 
colonists and natives. They were given jurisdiction 
in the residencias of the inferior judiciary, and could 
send forth members or special agents to investigate 
their administration. They had cognizance in matters 
of tithes, royal patronage, aud treasury, and could fix 
not only notarial and court fees, but those of ecclesi-
astic tribunals, watch over the friars and clergy, inter-
fere in their estates and revenues, and take cognizance 
even in cases decided by their visitadores. These 
powers were not enjoyed by similar bodies in Spain, 
chiefly because the supreme councils and government 
were nearer at hand.^ 

The first audiencia in America, that at Santo Do-
mingo, enjoyed for a time special supervision over all 
the new world, and its president attended to the gov-
ernment of the island, without vote in judicial matters. 
On a similar basis were formed the subsequent bodies, 
with certain limitations, such as vesting the presidency 
in the viceroy where one existed, with greater indepen-
dence of action, and in subordinating certain audiencias 
to those of older standing. 

A t first only four oidores had been appointed for 
Mexico, but it soon became apparent that this number 
was too small to atteud even to the increasing civil 
suits and government cases, while the criminal de-
partment was greatly neglected.^ This led to an 
increase of their number and the appointment of ad-
ditional oflficers till the bodyin the middle of the eight 
eenth century consisted of twelve oidores, six alcaldes 
del crímen, two fiscales or prosecutors, one alguacil 

•*They could report also on the conduct of the viceroy, assemblingfor such 
purpose without his intervention. Movtemayor, Svmarios, 101. 
' »• * Se olvidan, o se mueren los presos en la car^j-l antes que Llegue la ex-
Becucion.' VeUisco, Carta, in Car^ de Indias, 260. 

-^'i 
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mayor or high sheriff, one canciller who kept the 
royal seal, with a number of minor attachés,^^ dividcd 
into three courts, two for civil and one for criminal 
cases. Changes continued to take placc, and by law 
of 1776 a regente was appointed for each audiencia, 
v h o constituted a kind of chief justiee, with pov.cr to 
regulate the duties of theoidores, to forin specialcouits, 
to sit as judge in any court, and to pre.side in absence 
of the viceroy or president. Indeed, he absorl)cda 
ccrtain degree of authority from the latter,'''' and was 
entitled to special respect, About the same tiine the 
nuraber of oidores was reduced to ten, with five al-
caldcs del críraen and two fiscales, forraing only two 
courts.^' A special fiscal attended to treasury matters. 
The inferior audiencias had (mly five oidores, with 
president, regente, and two fiscals, in two courts, to-
gcther with alguacil raayor, canciller, and rainor 
attachés, but without alcaldes.^^ The alcaldes dcl 
ci'íraen had cognizance, in first instance, in civil and 
criininal cases within five leagues of the capital, and 
in second instance of crirainal cases for all the audien-
cia district, with appeal only to theraselves. In death 
penalties the aflfirraative votes of three alcaldes wcie 
required, and- in cases of doubt oidores could be as-
signed to assist in obtaining a decision.^^ 

The audiencia courts had hours and days for certain 

*^Such as the rtlatores, who made the brief; tlie escrihanos, or clerks of the 
court with his aids; rcceptores, receivers or treasurers, with as niany as '-'4 
deputies, wliose positions were salable; repartidores, assessors and distribu-
tors; ta.iadorr<, appraisers; procuradores, proctors, as many as 1-, sala.ble 
positions; interpretcrs, and messengers. Jicc.oji. deJi L, i. 44^. et scq. l'ili'a-
.Sci'tor, Tlii'atro, i. .'l^, et seq. The fnnd for paying the minor court attaeiiés 
came from the half grano tax on pulque, which was too small. JicviHa 0'i<,/"l", 
Instruc, 30. 

"̂ Vet the viceroy could stiU decide on the formation of certain courts, and 
tlie assignment of oidores to certain duties. Regulations concerning this offico 
are given in Zamora, Bih. Lrg. iJU., v. 2Í)7, ct.sc(j.; Bele a, Recoji., ii. 300. 

^'A sort of third court was formed for intestate cases. 
^' Rcvilla Gigedo objectcd to this reduced number of oidores as excessive, 

and considered the regcnte superfluous. Instruc, 15-17; Zamota, i. 4.."]. 
^^Foidateof creationand duties, see Recop. dc Ind.; Zamora,\. 17'-'; ll<lci'ici, 

etc. The roguUtions for audiencias in geacral have been fuUy coii^iihred in 
IIi<f. Cent. Am., i. 270-3. Special and minute rules for conscience and con-
duct aregivcn in Moreno, h<'jl'i<. .YJ pp., Mexico, l'J."!7. Anaotations etc. in 
L'yes Var'ios, Anot., 31 etc.; FroviJeni:ias Reales, MS., 2'J et seq. 
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subjects, such as finance, Indians, the poor, and these 
last had to be given as mucli preference as possible. 
They had also special duties which brought additional 
revenue, and these were the most acceptable; for con-
sidering the dignity to be sustained, their pay of four 
thousand five hundred pesos was small.^ They took 
in turn the posts of judges of appeal from differeut sub-
courts, and cOuld also accept missions to investigate 
and supervise departments in county and town,'^ These 
missions were independent of the tours of inspection 
which an oidor had to perform every three years, or 
oftener if decreed expedient, accompanied by the clerk 
of the court and other oflficials, for holding investiga-
tion into civil, criminal, and ecclesiastical matters. A 
liberal sum was allowed him for expenses, since no 
gifts even of provisions could be accepted.^^ 

A number of laws prescribed the ceremonies with 
which the dignity of this high tribunal should be up-
held. Their court chamber itself had an imposing 
appearance. A t the further end rose a dais covered 
with rich carpets under a canopy of damask garnished 
with gold lace. Here stood the velvet-covered chair 
with footstool for the viceroy. On either side sat 
the oidores, the regente and eldest member nearest. 
A little lower were seats on both sides for the attor-
ney-general, high sheriff, counsel for the poor, pro-
tector and defender of Indians, and lawyers having 
cases before the court. The nobility and city coun-

'"For oidores, alcaldes, and fiscales; the regente had 9,000, the relatores 
700, and físcales'aids 800. Mex., Circular Nomb., MS., pt. 7. In 1558 the 
oidores' pay had been increased from 650,000 maravedís to 800,000. Puija, 
Ceduhrw, 203. The criminal fiscal was- generally promoted to the civil de-
partment, The civil relatores had in Calle's time 500 pesos de oro pay, and 
250 in fees, but the criminal relatores had only 500. The porteros had 400 
ducats. The last two classes were appointed by the president of the India 
Couucil. Mem. y NoL, 47. 

'^ An allowance of 12 pesos a day was granted for visiting duty. Ordev.es 
de la Corona, MS., ui. 57-8, 164. Oidores should properly go only in graver 
cases, and resident judges must be employed whenever possible. Recop. IiuL, 
346-7. The appointment was frequently made by the viceroy, One super-
vised the theatre; another the lottery, the crazada, the draiuage, or other de-
partment. 

"'^lt was 200,000 maravedis in CaUe's time. Mem. y Not., 132. City notariea 
had to be visited every year. 

mÆ 
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cilmen received seats according to precedence, when 
called by business. StiII lower were places for nota-
rics and solicitors. Opposite to the oidores sat the 
clerk of the court and relator, a.nd behind theni was 
tlie wooden railing which separated the assembly frora 
the coinmon people. For the latter no seats were 
providcd, and they were required to uncover their 
heads and speak only in lowest whisper. Lawycr.s 
and others also bared their heads on addressing the 
cor.rt; and when the counsel was supposed to have 
suflficiently discussed a point his harangue was cut 
short. 

A s a body the audiencia used to receive the senoría 
title, and the oidores that of su merced, your wor-
ship. Later the senoría was extended to them also."^ 
]\Ii itary honors were accorded by the guard, and at 
church the prcbendaries escorted them from the door 
and tendered holy water. This treatment was granted 
to them only a.s a body;^* nor could they enjoy it very 
often, for their visits to church, oflîcially, were re-
stricted to certain feast-days. Pr ivate parties and 
entertainments, even attendance at funerals, were for-
bidden to them; in fact any social intercourse whereby 
friendships might be formed to influence their minds 
as judges. A s for securing a good marriage within 
their districts for a son or daughter, this was out of 
the question. N o near relative of an oidor could be 
appointed to the magistracy within his district, or 
pleacl before him as an advocate; so said the law, 
though it was frequently overruled. Certain of these 

h strictures and honors applied also to lawyers. A t first 
. j f(.)rbidden to enter the country, they had at last to be 
j ! endured, and now rejoiced in the possession of a royal 
:: " college for drilling recruits. Besides sporting gauze 

!! ^^ EJidos de Mex., MS., 70, etc. The viceroy on giving them audience 
îî was not exj^ected to listen to them seated. Ceduhrio, MS., iii. 10. 
jj *̂  They and the royal officials sat on the right, or evangel side, the muni-

cipality on the left, or epístola side; the viceroy between them in special 
chair with cushion, a piece of íurniture not allowed in official or public capacity 

' ' to any one else, unless to the oidor raling ad interim. The oidores could use 
' • only carpet and chair. 

\ 
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on their cuffs to distinguish them from folk of lower 
order, they could boast of oath-bound reputation, for 
they were sworn under penalty never to aid a bad 
cause.^^ Such strictness indicates the noblc efforts of 
the crown for the right administration of ju.stice, but 
also its recognition of human weakness; and in truth 
abuses were only too frequent in all departments, 
notably during visits of inspection. Nevertheless it 
must be admitted that the decisions of the audiencia 
courts were as a rule creditable, and won for them just 
respect. 

While the Guatemala tribunal was independent of 
Mexico, that of Guadalajara, after several attempts at 
freedom, was obliged to take a subordinate place iti 
certain cases of appeal, and to leave to the viceroy 
tlie superintendency of war and finance matters.®^ 
Later, when an intendente with military power as-
sumed the presidency, the subordination decreased. 
I ts jurisdiction varied at different times, Nueva Viz-
caya being at one time the easternmost province, but 
of late it extended froni sea to sea, the line running 
from a point ten leagues north of Rio Pánuco, through 
San Luis Potosí, along the south border of Zacatecas, 
and between Ayotitlan and Purificacion to the Pa-
cific,̂ ^ 

Both audiencias had their archives, in charge of 
the canciller, for the preservation of decrees received 
and issued, of reports and petitions, the latter having 
to pass through this channel for endorsement, and for 
elimination of trivial or unsupported statements that 
might otherwise trouble or perplex the home govern-
ment. The form of despatches to Spain required half 
of every page to be left as margin for subsequent an-

'^ AU had to pass an examinatîon. Recop. Ind., i. 443 et seq, 
^Puga, Cedulario, 134, 161, 180, Yet neither should interfere too much. 

Excesses on the part of militaiy officers could be punished by this audiencia, 
and when •visitadores were needed in Nueva Vizcaya the viceroy should 
merely nominate them, leaving the appointment to the superior experience of 
the tribunal nearer the province, Recop. Ind., i. 367, 

'^Cedulario, MS., iii. 9-10; Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 146. Seealso Hist. 
North Mex. States, L, this series. 

m 
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notations, and with division of the subject into di.stinct 
paragraphs, in the order of ecclesiastical, political, 
linancial, ancl military matters, each with rcfcrences 
to the attached documents arranged in siniilar order.''^ 
The chief depository for documents was of course at 
Mexico, and a large proportion of cédulas were di-
rected to the viceroy for transmission, v.ith the privi-
lege of putt ing Iiis ow n̂ construction on thera, or even 
of withholding theni should they prove incxpedient. 

Al though the alcaldes del crínien, and cvcn oidores 
in certain cascs and circuits took cognizance in first 
instance, 3"et this was as a rule left to the alcal-
des ordinarios, of wlioin every town of an}^ size liad 
tv»'o.^' To viceroj's and governors pertained first in-
stance in Indian cases, Fi rs t coo;nizance was also ex-
ercised by a number of industrial corporations, such 
as the consulado in disputes between traders, and the 
protoraedicato in affairs among the medical profesions, 
Among rainers, territorial deputies acted in first in-
stance with appeal to intendentes assisted by two 
miners. The j arisdiction of these bodies was lessened 
toward the close of the last century; yet ReviUa Gi-
gedo suggested a greater curtailment, for ofiicials con-
nected with such courts went so far in their caL'crncss 
to obtain suits as to stir up discord, cast discrcdit on 
the Icgal tribunals, and assume too much iiidepen-

[j; dence.-^'^ The church retained a wide jurisdiction, 
althouLíh secular tribunals were assuraing raore inter-
ference, The provisorato de Indias attended to ques-

^'/(Z., 372. Yroh, Opera, Mex. 1605, 4to, is a curious old book devoted 
whoUy to forms for legal and public documcnts. I t is fuU of marginal notes, 
iilustrated with floriated capitals. 

"" At Mexico the five audiencia alcaldes attendcd to cases of first instance, 
and llcvilla Gigedo objectî to her two alcaldes ordinariosas useless, yct each 
of hcr cight cnart' es had four alcaldes de barrio who possessed a certain cog-
nizancc aud supervision. 

i"'''i lii3 rii'ht of exemption from ordinary jurisdiction was known aafuero. 
He also objcctcd to the privilege of Cortés' lieirs to appoint on their estate 
alcaldcs mayores and corregidores who took cognizance, with appeal to the 
jiicz de privado del estado, an oidor, and finally to tlie audiencia. Instrw., 
24-8. The dukedom of Atlixco had similar privileges. Sailors fell partly 
uiuler the jurisdiction of the governor of Vera Cruz and the comisario do 
mariua a t San l'las. 
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tions of faith exclusively among the aborigines. The 
edicts of the inquisition had of late to be submitted to 
the viceroy. The military jurisdiction was controlled 
by the royal representative as captain-general, assisted 
by an oidor acting as auditor de guerra. In the sec-
ond instance this auditor was given a colleague. The 
captain-generals of Yucatan and Provincias Internas 
acted independently with their auditors.^^^ 

Appeals from alcaldes ordinarios were to alcaldes 
mayores, except at Mexico and Lima, where the 
audiencia received them. Municipal bodies decided 
in certain appeals concerning values not exceeding 
sixty thousand maravedís.^°'^ Two oidores could de-
cide in suits of menor cuantía, which were fixed at 
300,000 maravedís, and even in larger cases, except 
at Mexico and Lima, where three votes were required. 
The council of the Indies formed the tribunal of ulti-
mate resort for America. In values of six thousand 
pesos and over, a second appeal was allowed to this 
body, when five members assisted. If the decision 
proved adverse to the petitioner a fine of one thou-
sand ducats was imposed,^"^ 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the crown to smooth 
the paths of law, as instanced by the decree forbid-
ding processes to be formed for cases of less value 
than twenty pesos,^°* litigation was costly, for the 
fees were numerous and considerably higher than in 
Spain, those of the canciller, for example, being 
triple the amounts charged in the Peninsula. Law-
yers were strictly forbidden to accept percentages on 
value involved, or share in the results of a suit, their 

"̂1 The auditor of Vera Cruz acted merely as asesor. Id., 22. 
"̂̂  Appeals from fieles executores in cases not exceeding 30 ducats went to 

the mmiicipal council; if over that amount, to the audiencia. No reconsid-
eration was allowed in values of 6,000 maravedís appealed to the audiencia. 

103 pivided between the defendants, the judges, and the royal treasury. 
In appeals from the casa de contratacion to the India Council, the civil suit 
must be for not less than 600,000 maravedís. Recop. Ind., ii. 161 et seq. A 
law of 1545 changed the lowest value for appeal from audiencias from IflpOO 
to 6,000 pesos. Puga, Cedulario, 101-2. 

"̂̂  The clerk of the court receiving in such cases only half a peso from 
each party. 

HisT. MEX., 'VOL. m . 35 
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fees like those of every person connected with the 
law being fixed, and so they conspired with the rest 
to prolong the litigation, The sheriff received two 
and a half per cent for levying, and if tlie ainount 
Avas not paid within three days ten per cent was to 
be added.̂ ^"" Sniall fines could, in certain cascs, be 
collected even if notice of appeal had been givcn. 

Aside from the usual causcs for criine, therc were 
in New Spain a number of special incentivcs, such as 
race antipathy, growing antagonisin between castes 
and classes, slavery, subjection of Indians, isoiation of 
colonists favored partl}' hy mining allurements, an l the 
cxistence of unsubdued tribes in tlie mountain reo-ions. 
The latter features served to maintain the advcntur-
ous spirit instilled by conquerors, who still battled on 
the frontier to extend dominion and settlements; and 
amono: a laríxe nuinber lurked the roaraino: disposition 
inherited frora less settled aborigines. This inclina-
tion turned naturally toward highway robbery among 
the vicious, and the extreine prevalency hereof is gcn-
erally known. The reader has already become aware 
how v.ide-spread was crirae in the country,^*^ and liow 
more thaii one viceroy earned the gratitude of the 
country by energetic measures against it, although 
thcse suppressions of evil had but a temporary cffect. 
Decrees against indiscrirainate carrying of wcapons, 
and other measures produced little good, and during 
more than one period extraordinary powers were con-
ferred on inferior judges for dealing with raalefactors. 

A beneficial step was the introduction, in 1631, of 
the santa herrnandad, wh ch like its long-established 
prototype in Spain acted chiefly as thief-catclier, aided 
by troops whenever necessary. Even this proved in-
suflficient, however, and so tlie dreaded acordada was 

*̂* Certain implements, horses, and what not were exempt in instances. 
In Mcxiro, Aranzules delos J'ribnnal'-<, Cobicnto, e t c , Mex. 1759, 158 folios, 
are given the fecs for all public departments. 

*^ Statistics of crime are very imperfect, yet valuable deductions may be 
drawn from those in (luzctas de Mcx., I7JO-2, v. 8 e t seq., a n l D ur'ios, Mex., 
xii.-xiii. passim, and other volumes such as the earlier Gomez, Diario, wUicb 
gives almost daily accounts of executious. 

.u. 
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iustallcd in the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
This with its vigilant-like features of rapid move-
ment, inflexible sternness, and swift meting of jus-
tice, spread a wholesome terror that proved lasting, 
and did more to check crime than anything else, The 
power over liberty and life accorded to this body, and 
at times to local magistrates, led naturally to many 
abuses, and consequently to certain restrictions, yet 
the remedy could not have been worse than the 
disease. Justice was too often defeated by its own 
oflficers; for fewrose above the temptation of bribery, 
and many succumbed through insuflficiency of pay, 
And who could severely blame them, when the king 
placed himself above the law and issued regular tarifís 
of prices, for which exemption could be granted from 
laws concerning oflfices and trade, birth and race 
stigma,̂ '̂̂  and á host of other matters, often with ut-
ter disregard fur common justice or public welfare?^°^ 
This tampering was promoted by supporting from 
prison fees the staff connected with this establishment. 
The rich could here surround themselves with com-
forts, people of standing enjoyed privileges, and those 
less favored could often be made to languish in jail for 
unpaid charges.^°^ A regidor must visit the prison 
every Saturday; in audiencia towiis two oidores did 
so,"*̂  attended by fiscal and alcalde, to investigate cases 
of wrongful detention or maletreatment. 

Imprisonment for debt obtained here as elsewhere. 
Indians were surrendered to private creditors to work 
off their indebtedness, the pay being regulated accord-

""Special orders were issued at intervals to regulate the assistance by 
military, Femando, viL, Doc, 314-27, 

"*A mere glance at the lengthy tariff published by the govemment in the 
beginning of this century, in the Gazeta, xi. 67-72, reveals the pitiful extent 
of such mercenary abuse. 

i<*Yet it was ordered that the poor should not be detained for costs, taxes, 
or prison fees. Indians were exempt from fees. Each town or viUage must 
have a prison built by the community, or from penalty funds, with chapel and 
separate place for women. The alcayde or keeper must reside at the jail, and 
with his tumkey visit the prisoners every night. No Indians must be em-
ployed. Recop. Ind., ii. 370 et seq. A charity fund existed for the maintenance 
of prisoners, ReviUa Oigedo, Instmc, 30. 

ii<*Alao on great hoUdays, and ofteuer if required. 
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ing to their efficiency, They, as well as other castcs, 
could also be scnt to convents or public works,"^ or 
c\cn sold for a term to contractors; and in vicw of the 
prevailing oflficial corruption it is casy to imagine the 
cxtrerae oppression to which this law gave rise. 

Punishments in America were more severe than 
in Spain, fines being double.'^' The greater number 
of crirainals were sent to the frontier, the worst to 
bard work under t he garrisons, others to forra settlc-
ments there, or even to enlist, particularly for the 
Philippines, greatly dreaded on account of their cli-
mate, the distance and intervenino- sea lendii '- addi-
tional terror. The galleys in Spain and Tierra Firme 
received a certain number; halters were lonor in use,"' 
and the lash was freelv administered, even featheriu"-

nJ ' " ' 

being legally applied. Dea th penalties were ofteii 
cruel and preceded by torture, both during the exam-
ination and as part of the punishment. The most 
common form of execution was by garrote, but high-
v.ay robbery usually entailed hanging and quartering, 
tlic head of the criminal beino' fixed on a stake. The 
acordada also used the more prolonged method of 
dragging with horses, and giving the coup de grûce 
with lances before quartering."'* Burning at the stalíe 
was not restricted to the inquisition, for counter-
feiters and persons guilty of bestiality received this 
scntence.^^^ A not uncoinmon mode of dealing with 
wife-raurderers and the like was to cast them into a 
water-butt, with a cock, a monkcy, and a viper, In 

" ' A man and woman were sold to obraje labor for six yearsfor concealing 
stolen goods. Jiohlcs, Jj'iario, 37G-7. At least one third of the pay must be 
given for sustenance, but no new loans could be contracted whereby the ser-
vitude was prolonged. Four months formed the limit in ordinary cases. For 
drankenness no servitude should be imposed. Cc lulu,rio, ^IS. , iii. 205-11. 

^''^Jirroji. Ji l., iL ;i7!). 
"^For rcstiictions, see Ordcnes de la Corona, IMS., i. 1S7-92; criminals 

who eulisted for the .Moluccas received both pardon and high pay, 125 JH.os. 
liobli s, Diario, ii. 230-2. 

»w;„:wr(.s Mex. (1790), iv. 62. 
"•* 'Quemado con una yegua, complice de su bestial crimen.' Id., 1787-9, 

ii. 411, iii. 410. Sodomites were also bumed. li'.bl's. Diario, 99, 110-11, 
l.';5-li, 157, 2'_'2, 271; Cuijo, Diario, iu Doc llist. Mcx., série i. tom. i. 38-9, 
3G7, 371-2. 
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many cases the adjuncts were merely figurative. 
Conformance to the letter rather than the spirit of 
the law seemed to be uppermost with its servant, and 
thus we find instances of dead men be ng hanged in 
fulfilment of sentence,"^ and little regard paid to age. 
On one occasion a man eighty-five years of age and a 
boy of fourteen were hanged for robbery, the former 
being first tortured till his arms snapped,"^ 

In sentencing to death the courts proceeded with 
great formality. The condemned was expected to kiss 
the paper of sentence after hearing it read, The 
priests then took charge of him, and brothers of 
mercy brought in the special crucifix, el Santo Cristo 
de la misericordia, with which to direct his devotion, 
Arrayed in a white cloak,̂ ^^ with eyes bandaged, he 
was thereupon placed on a hide dragged by a horse— 
a nominal form of dragging to death—and conducted 
forth, First marched the piper and crier, proclaiming 
the crime, followed by four to six of the police, sev-
eral members of the benevolent archicofradia society, 
and brothers with torches and candles. Then came 
the victim on the hide, partly lifted by charitable per-
sons on either side, attendant priests, and infantry, 
closing with tvvo court oflficials on horseback. On 
reaching the scaffbld in the square of the town, sur-
rounded by troops, the condemned was supported by 
a priest and the executioner, and fortified with prayer 
till the time for hanging. A sermon impressed the 
warning on the multitude, and the corpse was there-
upon taken to the nearest water, placed in a cask con-
taining the painted figures of a cock, a serpent, and a 
monkey, and rolled awhile on. the surface,"^ after 
which it was conducted by the court and police oflfi-

"8 Ouijo, Diario, 38-9, 
™ Id., 376-7. In execution of what they considered duty, the alcaldes in 

many inatances braved the episcopal anathema by taking fugitives from the 
Manctuary, 

"* For plebeians, Nobles had a black robe, the scaffold being also draped, 
aud they were exempt from the ignominious noose. 

" •A figurative fulfilment of the sentence that the body be cast to the 
waters so as to leave no memory of the deed. Diario, Mex., 1806, iL 337-9. 

I 
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cials to the jail and surrendered to brothers of inercy; 
who attended to the funeral. 

The material of the present chapter rests mainly on Recop'ãacion de Leyes 
de los Reynos de Indias, the official embodiment of the lawsforAmericaissued 
by the king and India Council during the three centnries of Spanish rale. A 
history of this valuable work together with an analysis of its contents has 
been given in Ilist. Cenf. Ain., i. 2S.3-S, this serics. I t does not, however, 
contaiu all the laws issued, nor does it indicate more than a small part of the 
variations they have undergone, and the student is accordingly obliged to 
consult a number of other collections made bcfore its first publication, in 
1G81, or between the dates of its later editions, some bearing on special sub-
jects or districts, others covering a limited period. Foremost aiTiong these as 
the first collection printed in America is the Proviciones, Cédulas, e t c , pre-
pared by Oidor Puga of the ^lexico audiencia, and published at this city in 
1563. I t is generally known by liis name and enibraces merely the laws con-
ceming Xew Spain up to this date. The method of Puga is íaulty, and this 
Í3 the more tobe regrctted as the work is invaluable for the early history of the 
country. Montemayor, oidor of the same audiencia, who by supreme ordcr 
reissued in 1G71 the Sumarios of laws for all the Indies printed in IG'28 under 
the care of Aguiar and Acu a, added to it the decrees directed to Xew Spain 
during this interval. I t was published at Mexico as Svmarios de la.'i Cedvlas, 
in a bulky folio. Two distinct suppleraents contain the important decrees of 
tlie audiencia and viceroys and govemors respectively, since the formation of 
t ie government. Occasional laws are given in full, the rest cover in extract 
form half of each page, the other half being reserved for very imperfect 
marginal n^tes. Before he came to í^lexico Montemayor had been govenior 
aud captain-general of Espanola, and consequently president of its audiencia. 
The growing rarity of this work induced Oidor Bele a in 1787 to publish at 
i íexico by subscription a coUection supplementary to that of the 1G81 edition 
of the Recojiilacion de Indias, under the title of liccopilacion Sumaria, in two 
folio volumes. To this he prefixed a reprint of the two appendices of ^NIonte-
mayor, and two collections of the audiencia and criminal court decreeswhich 
liad appeared since his time. Although the division of the subjcct into five 
parts Í3 incon venient, yet the work is far superior to its predccessors, with more 
useful marginals. The second volume is reserved for thc decrees and regula-
tions rcíjuiring full text. The pretentious Biblioteca de Legislacion Ultra-
itiurina, issued a t Madrid 1844-46 by Zamora y Coronado, contains aU the 
latest important laws for the ireduced possessions of Spain beyond the ocean, 
but it is very faulty for the eighteenth and the opening of the present cen-
tury, theinipoitant changes made during this stirring period being reserved 
eitlier for hasty summaries or occasional imperfect notes. 

In addition to these collections and those mentioned in other volumes, I have 
consulted for this chapter Ordenanzas del Conscjo Retd, Madrid, 1G81; Prov'i-
dencias Reales, MS., Mexico, 1784; lieales (Jcdulas, MS., 2 vols.; Cedulario, 
MS., 3 vols., containing a selectiou of the more important decrees, in fuU 
text, touching Xew Spaiu, and serving therefore as valuable auxiliaries to the 

M 
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fetandard publîcations. Ordenes de Ui Corona, 7 vols., partly in printed form 
but chiefly manuscript, possesses the additional interest of containing numer-
ous origiuals with the signatures of the kings, from Philip II . to Cárlos III. , 
of ministers, prelates, and judges. The last volume of Disposiciones Varios, 
6 vols., is pecuUar as being reserved chiefly for edicts of the inquisition ou 
books, morals, and articles of fáith, Femando VII., Decretos, Mex. 1836, 
contains the cédulas issued by this monarch during the stirring timea which 
preceded the independence of the mainland colouies. 

Hardly less important than the laws, for a subject like the preceding, are 
the instmctions left by different viceroys to their successors. Not all of 
these havc been preserved, and many of these dignitaries neglected to do 
their duty in this respect; nevertheless the more important have been issued 
in manuscript and print, and stand on my shelves aa Vireyes, Instmcciones, in 
two series, partly MS., and relating also to residencias, with several original 
documents. The value of thia class of papers for history, induced the Mexi-
can govemment to pubUsh a number of them> together with pertinent letters, 
nnder the title of Instruccwnes que hs Vireyes.. .dejaron, Mexico, 1867. The 
most valuable of the instractions are undoubtedly those of ReviUa Gigedo the 
younger, the ablest ruler of New Spain, whose name has found an imperish-
able monument in the many reforms effected by him, in the embeUishments 
pf his capital, and in political writings, notably the Instrucdon, 1794, which 
has been reprinted more than once in quite voluminous form, and widely dis-
tributed alao in manuscript, The careful arrangement of subjects and para-
graphs accords with the clear and pointed style, and enables one readily to 
grasp the exhaustive review presented of every department of government, 
with its accompanying criticisms and suggestions, Several of his letters are 
preserved, and I possess a coUection of his decrees forming a folio volume. 
The importance of the period following Revilla Gigedo's rale has led me to ob-
tain manucript copies also of their instractions, including Branciforte's and 
Azanza's, which are modelled on the preceding, though less bulky. 

A useful adjunct to this material is presented in the Memorial y Notkiae 
Sacras y Recdes, 164C, of Calle, which forms semi-official statistics of distrícts 
and towns, sees and offices in the five audiencia districts of the New Spain 
royalty, together with some account of official routine. Pinelo refers in de-
tail to his several manuscripts on similar subjects. Epitome, u. 798-9. More 
particularly devoted to routine and form are Moreno, Reglas, Mexico, 1637, 
for judicial officers; Martinez, Librería de Jueces, Madrid, 1791, for guidance 
of unprofessional magistrates; Mexico, Aranceks de las Tribunaies, e t c , Mex-
ico, 1759, gi'råig duties and fees of courtsand court officials; Mexico, Circular 
Nombramientos, MS., Certif. de las'Mercedes, MS., and Yroh, Opera, Mexico, 
1605, provide forms for official proceedings; Leyes, Varias Anotaciones, MS., 
in eight books, concems chiefly officials and their duties, but the notes are of 
little value; Ejidos de México, Auhs, MS., gives valuable information about 
town lands in connection with legal proceedings by the Mexico muuicipality 
for protecting its grants. Official statistics are given in Zuniga y Ontiveros, 
Cadend. Man. y Ouia Forasteros, Mex. 1789, and in GiiiaForc^L of later years, 
while the colonial system finds reviewers in such books as VUUirroel, Enfer-
•medadea Polií., ajid CampUlo, Nuevo Sistema, Madrid, 1789, CampiUo •wrote 
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the book as early as 1743, and before this a number of papers appeared from 
his pen on similar topics which did not a little to promote reforms in admin-
istration. 

M' 

I give herewith in compact form, for further review, the authorities con-
sulted for the preceding chapter: Puga, Celulario, 80-1, 101-2, 127, 1.34, 
15J-1, IGI, 180-207; Reales Ccdulas, :\IS., i. 10-13, 39-4, G5-80, 203-8; 
ii. •21. 74, 8G, 109-G3, 237; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. passim; ii. IG; 
iiL 64 et seq.; Cedulario, MS., i. 34-46, 1G0-7G; iii. 39-.58, 1G4-6, 1U2-7, 
2J5-11; iv. L; Provideiicias Rc.cdes, ^IS., passim; Vircijcs dr Mexico, MS., 
1-4; Jiccop. de Ind., i.-iL, passin^; Monfrritaijor, Svmarios. 1 et seq.; Mrx-
iro. Ordenanzas C'iudad, ]MS., 1-34; Monumcntos Domin. Esp., MS., l'25-8; 
Linares, 1^.4., MS., 12-44; Belei'ta, Recop., i., passim; Ordenanzas del 
Cotisi jo Rcal, 1-20G; Jicvilht Gii/edo, Bandos, nos. 2-72; Id., Instruccion, 
]\lS.,'i. 43-99, 199; ii. 121-5; Íd., Rcsidcnriu, MS., 438-9; Azunza, Ynstr., 
:MS. , 4-49, 77, 102-3; Ccdk, Mem. y Xot., 7, 4.1-100, 132, 1G5-83; Gonzalez 
Diif'ila. Teatro E'Jcs., ii. 101; CoL Doc Jn(d., xxi. 439, 4G2-93; Med'ina, 
Croit. S. Diego, 227-34, 24G; ViUa-Sertor, Theatro, i. 17-19, 37-50, GI-89, 
120-82; Pacheco and (Járdenas, Col. Doc, xvii. 178; Cartas de Ind., 2GG; 
Doc IIi<t. Mex., séríe i. tom. i. 38-9, 139-1G4, 315-7G, 41'2-20, 457, 474-83, 
504, .J45; iL 7'2-4, 99, 111, l-24etseq.; Cogollvdo, Ili^t. F M C . , 4 0 4 ; Pujwlcsde 
J'suilcís, M,S., 39-41; EJidos de Mex., MS., 70 e t seq . ; America, Dcsrriji., 
MS., 103-4; Certificacion de las Mercedc.s, MS., 92; RockweU's Span. <ind 
Mcx. Law, 405-6; MorelU, Fasti Nooi Orb'is, 281-3; Saii Migtiel, Segunda 
Guia, 142-GO; Villarroel, Eiij^crinedrulcs, 68-127; FcruandoVII., Documentos, 
314-27; Lcrda de J'ejada, Ajiuitt. Jlist., no. 5, 388-92; Campilio, Xuevo Sis-
trinu, passim; Gttcrra, Rev. N. Esji., 617-18; Martinez, Lihrcr'tu, iii. G9-122, 
373; Cavo, J'rrs Slqlos, i. 158; Ancona, fíist. Yuc, Zamacois, Jl'isf. Mc'j., iv. 
5-4U; V. 290, 579, GOO, G'25-80; x. 1319-'25; Pap. Var., v. 3'J-57; cxlii. ÍO-12; 
cliii. 14-55; Zavula, liev. Mex., 19; Viagero Univ., xxvi. 2G.3-70, 283-4; xxvii. 
4S; Jiivcra, Gobernantes de Mex., i. 110, 156, 186, 225, 240-2, 2G3; Bcjumur, 
Li-^curso Export., 1-32; Spanish Empire inAm., 103-34; Torrentc, fíist. icc, 
i. 7; Muijcr's Mex. Azt., i. 2(i0 1; Alvarez, Estudios fíisl., iii. 194, 380-1, 
4;;.'i-4; Ogilbtj's Ain., 263-4; Alaman, Ilist. Mcx., i. 25, 44-57, 113-14; iiL 
2 j ; Ccdvo, Annales H'ist., i. l-IO; Zamora, Bih. Leg., iv. 214-2G, 523-37; 
JJorriio, licijlas Clcrfus, passini; Grccnlioitfs Or. aiidCaL, 104-5; hl., Mrinoir, 
34; Dicc Uit'iv., viii. 735-G; x. 44'2-3; Emitjrwlo Oh-^ervador, 5-24; Zuítija 
y O., C'cdend., 37-46; Young's IIi<t. of Mcx., 61; Gtãa de Forasteros, 1707, 
47-78, 107-35; Gutierrez, Lctjes de licf., 528-3G; R'ibadeneira, Compeudio, 
l-r,:',l; Diurio Mex., i., passim; ii. 19.5, 337-9; iiL 491-2; iv. 10-3G, 389-90, 
407; V. 4, 525-30; vi. 29-31; vii. 418; viii. 108, 214-15, 408-60; ix. C99-70; 
X. 127, 528; xiL 396, 644; xiii. '27, 152, 267, 416, 700; Gazeta Mex., i. 8-127; 
ii. 235, 411; iii. 130, 153, 410; iv. lG-92; v. 3-8, 276; x. lOG-17; xiL 4; xiv. 
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SiLVER and gold! Silver and gold! The image and 
measure of wealth; the shadow, superior to substance, 
before which throughout the ages all men bow; what 
magic spells these metals cast upon the destinies of 
mankind! Without referring to the earlier mining 
fields of history, the Ophir of the Jews, the Pactolian 
placers of the Greeks, and the gold-producing colonies 
of the Bomans, there is enough to command pres-
ent attention in our Pacific States territory, through-
out the length and breadth of which nature strewed 
liberally the precious metals. In the present volume 
I shall speak only of the deposits of Central America 
and Mexico; accounts of those of the northern regions 
wiU appear in the subsequent divisions of this histori-
cal series.^ As there is pleasing fiction in their value, 
so there is fascinating romance in their story. 

^ On the beautiful chromo-lithograph maps of the Munich collectiou, exe-
cuted under the directiou of Prof, Kunstmann, gold-bearing regions are desig-

(5Ô3) 
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Gold and godliness were the two great engines 
which drove on tlio Spaniards to overrun and occupy 
the lands discovered by Colurabus, The dissolute in-
dulgence of these passions, so opposite, and yet in 
them so strangely blended, resulted not alone in the 
extermination of the Americans, but reacting upon 
themselves, diinracd the ancient glory of Spain, and 
scnt rottenness to thc bones of the then raost powei-
ful nation of Europe. " In tha t cliraate," says Go-
mara, " as in Peru the people turn ycllow. I t may be 
tha t the desirc for gold which fills their hearts shines 
íorth in their faces." Some claim to havc computed 
tha t during the first century after the conquest of 
Pe ru there went from the New World to Spain silver 
enough to make a bridge aeross the Atlantic, a yard 
and a Iialf wide, and two inches thick, or that brought 
together in a heap it would overtop the mountains 
of Potosí! 

In Espanola, iraraediately after tlie dif covery cf 
Araerica, one piece of gold was found weighing 3,200 
castellanos. Miners obtained from six to 250 caste-
Ilanos a day. In the ships whicli perished witíi Joba-
dilla, gold to tiie value of 200,000 castcllanos \.as lost, 
I n the year 1501 Rodrigo de Bastidas and Juan de 
la Cosa exchanííed with the nativcs of Daricn hawli;s-
bells and glass beads for pearls and the goldcn orna-
inents of the naked .savages. In 1502 Coluinbus had 
no sooner lancled upon the coast of l londuras than 

t nated by gold-colored or gilt spots. On map no. iv., supposed to have been 
)'^\ drawn by Salvat de Pilestrina about 1515, gold is indicated in our territory 
\.' only on the I'earl Islands. Map of Fernando Colon, 1527, represents gold in 

C'astilla del Oro, Costa Rica, Uondur.is, Guateniala, Yucatan, and nonc on 
tîie islands. Map no. \i., the niaker not knov.n, but supposed to have liccn 
drav.n between the years 1532 and 1540, has gold iudicated on the Pearl 
Islands, the island of fei/uunte paque in the vicinity of Tehuantcpec, islaiid 
of suticitts fr,rn'!S (Santo 1'urnás), off cape St Lucas, two islands olf the coast of 
Lower Califomia called inadalcnu an<l I s cazones. Map no. viL, by Baptista 
Agnese, 1540-50, Pearl Islands, Iucat"n, Yucatan which is represented as 
an island, two small islands off the southern coast of Central America, called 

; ' ?/ 'fc gucrra and y dc i/af:,s. l'r.iílier north off Tehuantepec thc island tegunnte 
pnqur. (Jli Sinaloa one sinall island sorata. Maps nos. x., xi., xiL, by Vaz 

(•. Dourado, 1571, a mnltitude of islands ou b.ith shorcs of Central Amei-ica aiid 
V' Mcxico are representcd as ^'jlu-beaiijig. Xone of the interior is so colored. 
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his mind was excited by reports of distant realms, 
where gold was found in such abundance that the 
commonest utensils of the inhabitants were made of 
that metal. What may have been vague rumors of 
the civilized kingdoms of Mcxico and Peru was con-
strued by the heated imagination of the great admiral 
to mean no other than the gorgeous cities of the 
Genghis Kahn. Along the coast of Honduras the 
natives wore ornaments which they called guanin, an 
inferior quality of gold. No pure gold was found 
until the discoverers had arrived at a bay of Costa 
Rica, called by the natives Caribaro, a place well 
known to the inhabitants of Honduras as rich in 
gold.^ Here pure gold was worn by the natives in 
plates suspended from the neck by cotton cords. 
They also exhibited rude imitations of eagles and 
other objects in guanin. Perceiving with what cu-
pidity the strangers regarded their golden ornaments, 
the Indians of Caribaro informed the Spaniards that 
two days' journoy easterly along the coast would 
bring them to a province called Veragua, where that 
metal was found in abundance, and where all their 
ornaments were fabricated. This Indian province of 
Veragua was situated on what is now known as the 
river Veragua running through the north-western 
corner of what was later the state of Panamá. The 
earnest desire of the admiral to find a passage to India 
prevented his landing at that point on his downward 
passage; but failing to find a strait, and the supply 
of gold growing less as he departed from this point, 
he returned to Veragua, anchored his ships, and pre-
pared to examine the mines of that country. The 
adelantado, Bartholomew Columbus, on the Gth of 
February 1503 set out with sixty-eight armed men, 

' * Of the two Cariaians whiche he brought with him from Cariai, he was 
enfourmed that the regions of Cerabaro and Aburema were rich in gold, and 
that the people of Cariai have al their gold from thence for exchange of otlier 
of thcir thinges. They tolde him also, that in the same regions there are five 
viUages, not farre from the sea side, whose inhabitantes applie themselves 
onely to the gathering of gold. The names of these villages are these^ Chi-
rara, Puren, Chituya, Cureche, Atamea.' Pekr Martyr, dec. iiL cap. 4, 
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on a visit to the mines.^ H e ascended the river a few 
leagues when he encountered the quibian, or king of 
A'eragua, who warily welcomed him, and provided 
hiin guides to conduct hiin to the base of the inoun-
tains around and away froni his own rieher and near 
inines, to those of a ncior'hborino' chieftain with whoin 
he was at war, Bu t tlie Spaniards were not disap-
pointed. The soil over which they journeyed seeined 
to be impregnated for railes with fine particles of tlie 
precious raetal. The adelantado and his companions 
were enabled to wash out sraall quantities of gold from 
earth taken frora about the roots of great trees. As-
cending a hill they gazed with rapture upon the sur-
rounding country, which as far as the eye could reach 
was filled with riches beyond the wildest drearas of 
avarice. On another occasion the adelantado raade 
an excursion along the coast westward, everywhere 
meeting with evidence of gold in abundance. Such 
were the riches of this country, tha t the adniiral de-
terrained to plant a colony at this point, the first 
colony atterapted upon the firm lancl of North Amer-
ica; but the jealousy of the quibian becoming aroused 
by the manifest intention of the perraanent residence 
of the strangers within his dominions, they were 
obliged to abandon the project.* 

The returns from the mines of tlie new dorainions 
of Spain prior to the death of Isabella in 1504 were 
comparatively insignificant, owing partly to the rapa-
cious spirit of the adventurers, who preferred traffic 
with the natives to the drudgery of digging, and 
partly to the huraanity of the queen, who forbade the 
corapulsory imposition of native labor, Soon after 

' The natives of Veragua believed that in order to be successful it was 
necessary to practice temperance and chastity for some time before seeking 
for gold; and Columbus, desirous of inculcating in the minds of the Spaiiiards 
so wholesome a superstition, encouraged in them the practice of abstaining 
from women, of fasting and praying, before setting out upou a ininiug expedi-
tion. Peter Martyr, dec. iii. cap. 4; Ilcrrera, dec. i. lib. vi. cap. i.; (.'arfa <h 
Cohn, in Xavurr'fe, i. 20(); Lus Casas, Ilist. Ii J., lib. ii. cap. 25; J'critui lo 
Cohn. Jlist. del Almiranfe. lOs, in Barcin, i. 

*Diego de Porras, in Xavarrete, i. 277; Pedro de Ledesma, in Id., iii. 550. 

t-
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her death, however, the revival of the inhuman system 
of repartimientos, or apportionment of Indians among 
settlers, which was inaugurated during the administra-
tion of BobadiIIa, led to an immense yield, Espanola 
alone sending to Spain half a million ounces of gold 
annually; and according to Herrera 450,000 ounces of 
gold passed through the four foundries of that isle 
during the year 1506. AII minerals were reserved 
by the crown, and were, in common with other royal 
perquisites, jealously guarded. Private individuals 
were permitted to work the mines, but were obliged 
to pay into the royal treasury at first two thirds, and 
afterward one fifth of the proceeds. Later it was 
ordered that in everv audiencia district there should 
be a melting-house. In 1508 Ferdinand creafed a 
province of that part of the coast of tierra firme ex-
tending from the gulf of Darien to Cape Gracias á 
Dios, and called it CastiIIa del Oro, or Golden Cas-
tile, from the great riches it had already yielded, and 
the golden visions of Columbus, who believed it to be 
the veritable Aurea Chersonesus, whence was derived 
the gold used in building Solomon's temple. Diego de 
Nicuesa wa^ appointed governor of the province for 
ten years, with the right to eiijoy the products of all 
mines by paying to the crown one tenth of the pro-
ceeds of the first year, one ninth the second, one eighth 
the third, one seventh the fourth, one sixth the fifth, 
and one fifth of the products of each of the succeeding 
five years. 

In 1510 the bachiller Martin Fernandez de Enciso, 
whUe on his way to San Sebastian, on the gulf of 
Darien, where was planted the colony of Alonso de 
Ojeda, touched at Cartagena, and there was told 
of the fabulous wealth of the province of Zenu, east of 
the gulf of Darien, the mountains of which were so 
impregnated with gold that during the season of rains, 
when the swollen streams rushed in torrents through 
the mountains, the natives spread nets in which they 
caught the coarsest pieces, some of them being as large 

í ^ 
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as c^rís. Enciso vras also informed that Zenu was the 
burial-place for all the surrounding tribes, and that 
their sepulchres contained many of the most precious 
ornaments which had been buried with their dead, 
Thc hostilities of the natives prevented their pene-
trat ing the countrv, but the reputed wealth of the 
province, the ornainented bones of the sepulchres, and 
tlie fishing for gold with nets, long afterward excited 
the cupidity of the Spaniards, and led to subsequcnt 
disastrous expeditions, And when the sarae astute 
bachiller dro \c the cacique Ceraano frora his village on 
the western shore of the gulf of Darien, he found se-
creted in the houses and deposited in caverns along 
the banks of the P iver At ra to golden ornarnents, 
1 )racelcts, breastplates and anklets, to the value of ten 
thousand pesos.^ 

Vasco Nunez de Balboa in 1511 sacked the vil-
laLi'cs of Ponca, and found "certaine poundes weight of 
i;()ld, gravcn and wrought into sundry ouches." The 
Pacific Ocean, as we well know, was fir.st called by 
the Spaniards the South Sea. The circurastances 
which led to this appellation are these: In the year 
1,512 Balboa, then governor of Antigua, a Spanish 
settlement on the gulf of Darien, with eighty men, 
visited an Indian province some thirty leagues to the 
westward. The province was governed by a cacique 
naraed Coraagre, whose eldest son, called Panciaco, 
was remarkable for his intelligence and lofty bearing, 
In order to appease their avarice, Panciaco presented 
the Spaniards with a large sum of gold, in the division 
of which they fell to quarrelling. Panciaco, overcome 
bydisgust,.stepped forward,and struck the scales a blow 
which scnt the glittering gold flying in every direction. 
H e then told them that it was unnecessary to fall out 
for such a trifle, for if they would cross those moun-
tains, pointing toward the south, they would discover 
a mighty sea, where was gold in abundance. A sea 

5 Oficdo, tom. i. lib. xxviu. cap. 2; Peter Martyr, dec. u. cap. 2; Herrera, 
dec. i. lib. vui. cap. 6, 
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to the southward then became a subject of deep inter-
est to all, and the year following Vasco Nunez crossed 
the mountains and discovered tliis South Sea. 

While on the march, Ponca, his old enemy, now 
reconciled, presented him with some finely wrought 
ornaments from beyond the mountains, besides 120 
pounds of gold from his own dominions, As he 
was laboring under a sense of great indebtedness to 
the Spaniards for their beads, hatchets, and hawks-
bells, he apologized for the smallness of the gift by 
saying that he had been robbed the year before 
by his enemies, The next village at which Vasco 
Nunez arrived belonged to a cacique named Quase-
qua, where after putting the inhabitants to fliglit the 
Spaniards found a considerable quantity of gold, one 
fifth of which was set apart for the crown, and the 
remainder divided among the adventurers, After 
making the grand discovery of the Pacific from the 
summit of the mountain near the gulf of San Miguel, 
Balboa descended to the sea-shore where he encoun-
tered a cacique whose name was Chiapes, A volley 
of musketry and the charge of the bloodhounds soon 
pacified this province, and Chiapes being informed 
of the love which his strange visitors entertained for 
gold, tremblingly presented him with his entire store, 
some 400 pesos. For although this country abounded 
in the precious metal, these natives having no use for 
it took no pains to gather it. 

When, on the 29th of October 1513, Balboa had 
consummated the ceremonial acts of taking possession 
of the Southern Sea for the crowns of Castile and 
Leon, the natives directed his attention to a group 
of low islands which they represented as being exceed-
ingly rich in pearls. H e was then standing upon the 
shores of the main ocean at the entrance to the gulf 
of San Miguel, and the islands were some seven 
leagues distant. One distinguished as being the largest 
of the group was said to abound in pearls of an im-
mense size, "as large as that," said the Indians, placing 
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the thumb and first finger together, "and taken from 
shell-fish as large as that ," pointing to a buckler 
which hung from the arm of a Spaniard. Vasco Xu-
f:ez thereupon called the largest island Isla Rica, and 
to the archipelago he gavc the name of the Pearl Isl-
ands. Isla Rica later became known as the island of 
San Miguel. 

From the town of Chiapes Balboa crossed a great 
river and entered the province of Cocura, where he 
obtained gold to the value of six hundred and fifty 
l)Csos. H e then crossed the water to an arin of the 
gulf of San Miguel, later known as the Rio Savana, 
and entered a province belonging to a cacique named 
Turaaco, who, besides gold valued at 614 pesos, 
brought him a bowl filled with raagnificent pearls, 
240 of which were of extraordinary size and beauty. 

Vasco Nunez and his corapanions were by this 
time fully aware of the imraense riches of that coun-
t ry in gold, for, although the natives placed but little 
value upon it, merely gathering what they could 
easily pick up from the surface of the ground, yet 
everj'vrhere they found it among the Indians, in 
larger or smaller quantities, usually wrought into 
various shapes. Bu t here was proof given them, that 
this southern sea contained pearls in no less profusion 
than its shores yielded gold, and a knowledge of this 
fact greatly enhanced the value of their discovery. 
"Our men marvelled grcatly," sa^^s Pe te r ]\Iartyr, "a t 
the size and beauty of these pearls, although they 
were not perfectly white, becausc they can not take 
them out of the sea nmsscls, except they first roast 
thera, that thcy raay the easier open themselvcs; and 
also that the fish may have the bettcr taste. For they 
esteem it a delicate and princely dish, which they 
prize raore highly than the pearls theinselves." 

Wiicii the chief Tumaco beheld the eagerness with 
wliich the Spaniards regarded his pearls, to show them 
the sraall value which he placed upon tlicsc baubles, 
and how easily t h e j could be obtained, he sent some 

•í 
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of his men to fish for them, and after an absence of 
four days they returned with a most beautiful collec-
tion, amounting to twelve marks weight, or ninety-six 
ounces. The Spaniards taught them how to open 
the oyster without damaging the pearl, and the Indians 
ver}'̂  soon learned to prize the jewel more than the 
fish. Afterward,when the pearls became an important 
article of commerce, these Indians trained certain of 
their youths as divers. By practice they accustomed 
themselves to remain beneath the water for a long 
time. They could fish for large pearls only in calm 
weather as they were found in deep water; the smaller 
oysters were nearer the beach, and were frequently 
deposited upon it by the winds and tide. 

On his return journey, Vasco Nunez entered and 
ascended a large river flowing into the gulf, probably 
the Savana, to which he gave the name of San Lúcar, 
and landed at a province called Teaochan, the name 
of whose chief was Fesca, where he was presented 
with 160 ounces in gold and 200 pearls large and fine, 
except that they had been somewhat discolored from 
the action of the fire. 

The next province belonged to a cacique named 
Poncra, who was hideously deformed, and who aban-
doned his village on the approach of the Spaniards. 
Gold to the value of 3,000 pesos was picked up in 
the village, and the Indians who accompanied Vasco 
Nunez informed him that this was one of the richest 
provinces in all those parts. Balboa named the place 
Todos Santos. Par t of his company who had re-
mained at the town of Chiapes joined him at this 
place. As they journeyed northward from Chiapes 
they entered the dominions of a cacique called Bono-
niama. Their fame having preceded them, this chief-
tain received them with every demonstration of joy, 
and immediately presented them with gold valued at 
2,000 pesos, They then accompanied this band of 
Spaniards to Todos Santos, in order to pay their re-
spects to Vasco Nunez. 

HisT. M x., Toi,. III. 36 
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Continuing their journcy toward the north, thcy 
were one day overtaken by a band of Indians who 
carae from a province which lay sonie distance out of 
their course, and, presenting the Spaniards with 
thir ty large gold plates, weighing 14,000 pesos, they 
invitcd t iera to visit their chief, who would givo 
them a much larofer araount. They also beíro-ed Vasco 
Xunez to assist them in subjugating a powerful nei'^li-
bor, whose riches were very great, During their 
horacward march, gold had accumulated so rapidly, 
tha t they were unable to carry both their treasure 
and a sufficient quantity of provisions, Although 
they had Indians in abundance to act as beasts of 
burden, yet each raan was not able to carry more 
tban two days' supply in addition to his load of metal. 
They endured, thcrefore, intense sufí"oring. 

Descendinnf the northern declivities of the moun-
tains, they rested at a village, the cacique of v.hich 
was called Pocorosa, who gave them gold valued at 
1,500 pesos, at the sarae time informing them of a 
neighbor named Tumanaraá, whoin Vasco Nu ez with 
seventy meii surprised by niglit and took prisoner with 
his eiglity wivcs and gold to the value of 9,000 pe.sos. 
Not lono: after he was released, when he collected 
within a few days ninety marks of gold and gave it 
to Balboa. Being asked where this gold was found, 
Tumanamá rcfused to answer, fearful that if the 
locality was made known to the Spaniards they would 
never leave his dominions, I t was ascertained by 
trial, however, tha t the soil in the vicinity was richly 
iinpregnated,and Vasco Nunez determined to establish 
there a fort for the protection of rnining and commerce 
between the two seas. Continuing their way toward 
the north, the Spaniards arrived at the villa(^e of Co-
magre, The old chief was dead, and Panciaco suc-
ceeded to the honors and dignities of his fatlier, He 
received Vasco Nunez with great joy, presented him 
with gold to the value of 2,000 pesos, and rcceived in 
return a linen shirt and some trinkcts, with wliich he 
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v/as highly delighted. The Spaniards then returned 
to Antigua, carrying with them 40,000 pesos in gold, 
wliich on account of the immense yield from Peru is 
worth at this time, A. D. 1600, says Herrera, more 
than 300,000.« 

I t appears from the narratives of Vasco Nunez and 
others, that upon the Isthmus at this time gold was 
held by the natives in about the same estimation that 
copper, iron, or any base metal is regarded by primi-
tive nations. I t was usually found wrought into 
ornaments, such as breastplates, anklets, wristlets, as 
well as vessels for domestic purposes. In fact, when 
the use of iron became known to the natives, they 
valued that metal above anything on earth, and 
thought themselves extremely fortunate if they could 
obtain a hatchet, a knife, or even a piece of old hoop 
iron, for an equal weight of gold. 

Mining for gold on the continent of Americawas 
first attempted by Europeans in the year 1514, 
Three leagues from the settlement of Santa María 
de la Antigua del Darien was found a spot where the 
hill-sides, plains, and river-banks were so richly im-
pregnated as to attract the attention of the colonists. 
I t was their custom to first elect a mining superin-
tendent, or surveyor, under whose direction plots of 
ground were measured ofiT twelve paces square, the 
location of which was at the option of the claimant, 
only avoiding preoccupied ground. Indian slaves 
were then set tc work, and if the spot chosen proved 
barren, it might be abandoned and another selected. 

About this time were started among the colonists 
of Darien stories of the golden temple of Dabaiba, 
inland from them a little south of west sixty or eighty 
leagues. The colonists sought to find the place and 

• 'Acordô de partirse j^ara el Darien, con mas de quarenta mil pesos de oro, 
que valian entonces mas que aora trecientos mil, lo qual ha sido causa la 
infinidad que dello ha dado el Pini.' Herrera, dec^ i. lib. x. cap. 5. See also 
Pekr Martyr, dec. iiL cap. 3; Otjiedo, Ub. xxíx. cap. 5; Gomara fíist. 
Ind., 80. 
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failed. Two subsequent at tempts, both equallv un-
í uccessful ^vere made to capture the golden tcinple, 
one by Vasco Nunez and Luis Carrillo conjointlv, and 
the other by the factor of Pcdrarias, Juan de Tahira. 
A priest of the priory of Darien named Jacobo Al-
varez Osorio spent raany ^^ears searching for the 
golden teinple, during which time he endured great 
hardships and experienced many dangers. 

Tello de Guzraan with one hundred men penetratod 
to the South Sea in 1515. H e discovered the site 
of ancient Panamá, a country famous for its richncss, 
but where he found onl}* some fisherraen's huts. From 
the province of Chagre he obtained gold to the value 
of 12,000 castellanos, and from Chepo 12,000. I le 
returned to Antiorua loaded with o^old, but almost 
famished from hunger and thirst. Gonzalo de Badajoz, 
another captain of Pedrarias, crossed the Isthmus in 
1515 from Nombre de Dios to the bay of Panamá with 
one hundred and thir ty men. Upon the summit of 
tlie cordilleras Badajoz surprised a chief named Toto-
nagua, frorn whom he obtained gold valued in all at 
12,000 castellanos. From a neighboring cacique he 
received in return for his friendship 8,000. They 
found this mountain reGfion exceedinixlv ricli in o-old. 

O O .7 O 

" Wherever theydigged,"says Pe te r Mar ty r , " whether 
on the dr}^ land or in the wet channels of the rivcrs, 
tlicv found the sand which they cast forth mixed with 
•-oLl." A t the villaíîe of Natá, on the western border 
of the gulf of Panamá, the Spaniards found gold to 
the value of 10,000 castellanos; south-west of Natá 
from a cacique named Escolia they obtained 9,000, 

!i and at other provinces from two to ten thousand cas-
tellanos. Thus far Badajoz had secured gold to the 

.'. value of 80,000 castellanos, ' 'which was worth more 
:': in those days," says Herrera , " than 500,000 after the 
j'.». discovery of Peru." 
••' The whole country in tlic vicinity of the bay of 
f; Panamá, and for two hundred leagues ab(nc and 
'í below Darien, according t) tlic last mentioned chron-

it 
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icler, was found to be exceedingly rich in gold. That 
in the possession of the natives, however, was usually 
found wrought into breastplates, and utensUs of vari-
ous sorts. Such as was found in a native state must 
have been quite fine, as Herrera mentions several 
pieces of extraordinary size found by Badajoz, which 
weighed two castellanos. While in this vicinity Ba-
dajoz entered the province of a cacique named Cutará, 
but whom the Spaniards called Paris. The chieftain 
fled at their approach, but upon being threatened 
with the bloodhounds, he sent them, in four baskets, 
gold to the value of 50,000 pesos. The ungrateful 
Spaniards, flushed with their success, entered his 
village by night and secured nearly as much more. 
This base treachery so exasperated the savages that 
they attacked Badajoz with an army of 4,000 war-
riors, killed seventy of his men, and captured all the 
gold which he had taken, amounting to over 160,000 
castellanos, equivalent to at least one million of dollars 
at the present time. Subsequently he visited the 
island of Tabogá, where he obtained a small quantity 
of gold, He then returned to Antigua. 

" When I was superintendent of the mint in Cas-
tilla del Oro," says Oviedo, " I have often melted 
gold from Veragua, and am well convinced of the 
existence of rich mines in that province." The colo-
nists at Natá established a considerable traflfic with 
the natives of Veragua, sending thither their Indian 
servants with cotton cloth and hammocks to exchange 
for gold. 

The Pearl Islands were first visited by Gaspar de 
Morales and Francisco Pizarro. After the cacique 
was pacified by the arms of the Spaniards, he took 
Morales up into a tower which stood upon the roof 
of his house, whence an unbroken view was presented, 
and pointing to the islands on either side said, "Be-
hold the infinite sea, extending even beyond the sun-
beams; behold the islands, all are subject to my sway. 
They contain but little gold; but the deep places in 

I 
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all these seas and about all these islands are fuU of 
pearls, of which you shall have as many as you will, 
so tha t you continue your friendship to rae," He 
brought a basket of pearls of one hundred' marks 
wcight, ancl agreed to pay annually to the king of 
Spain one hundred pounds of pearls, as though it was 
a very light inatter, 

In 1516 the licentiate Gaspar de Espinosa trav-
ersed the Isthmus, and recaptured the greater part 
of the gold which had been taken from Badajoz; but 
the natives fled to the raountains at his approach, and 
although he found the country at large wcll drained 
by forraer raids, the large ainount which he recov-
ered was sufficient to enricli every raan of his com-
pany, 

In 1522 Gil Gonzales and Andrés Nino discovered 
the north-western coast from Panamá to the bay of 
Fonseca, taking possession of the province of Nicara-
gua. During the seventeen months of their absence 
they journeyed 640 leagues, and with 100 men went 
inland 244 leagues, begging bread and gold. Of the 
latter they obtained the value of 112,500 pesos, a 
portion of which was of inferior quality, and worth 
twelve or thirteen dollars an ounce. They also ob-
tained pearls to the value of 145 pesos. This inferior 
gold they ibund wrought into hatchets and other usc-
ful implements, and bells the purity and value of 
which were tested by the sound, as thc purer the gold 

; the more dull and liat would be the sound. Of the 
JM 112,500 pesos thus obtained, 40,000 were found be-
• twccn the l)ay of Da \ id and the bay of San Vicente; 
:i: 14,000, thirteen carats fine, were donated by the ca-

cique Nicoya in return for the baptisra of 6,000 of his 
subjects. The cacique Nicaragua cbeerfuUy gavc the 
Spaniards 25,000 pesos. 

Hernando de Soto, one of the captains of Francisco 
:' Hernandez de Cordoba, who was sent to Nicaragua 
f; by Pedrarias after the return of Gil Gonzales, col-
•jlj lected an inferior (juality of gold to the value of 

< 
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130,000 pesos, which was taken from him by Gil 
Gonzales in an affray between the Spaniards for su-
premacy in that country, 

Diego Lopez de Salcedo, governoF of Honduras, 
journeyed from TrujiIIo near Cape Honduras, to the 
city of Leon in Nicaragua. He reported that in the 
valley of Olancho, about twenty-five leagues south of 
TrujiIIo, were mines so rich that with proper tools 
gold twenty-two carats fine to the value of 200,000 
castellanos might be taken out in two months. 

In the year 1528 Martin Estete and Gabriel de 
Rojas were sent from New Leon by Pedrarias to the 
River San Juan in order to ascertain the character of 
the stream which drains the lake of Nicaragua and 
Managua. Taking a circuitous route for the purpose 
of examining the country they reached the ocean at 
Cape Gracias á Dios, and such was the richness of 
the country in that vicinity that they founded a col-
ony at that point, and Gabriel de Rojas remained to 
work the mines. About this time a large quantity 
of gold was taken from the River Guayape in the 
valley of Olancho. The first silver mines of which I 
find mention, were opened in a beautiful valley of 
l onduras, at a place called New Valladolid, about 
thirty leagues from TrujiIIo.^ 

The colonists at TrujiIIo up to June 1533, took 
from the mines in their vicinity 3,532 pesos. They 
reported many mines rich in gold and other metals in 
the neighborhood, but such was the continued hos-
tility of the natives that they were obliged to abandon 
not only their mining camps but the larger settle-
ments. But after the pacification of the country by 
Pedro de Alvarado the yield of the mines during 
six months of 1535 was 60,000 pesos, and as early as 
1538 the reputation of Honduras as a rich mining 
country was established.^ 

^ 'Esta assimismo en esta provincia la nueva Valladolid, con un valle, con 
gentil disposicion, y vista, y de ayre sano; en la compana ay multitud de 
ganados, y buenas minas de plata.' llerrera, Ilist. Ind., dec. iv. lib. viii. cap. 3. 

* They begged Pedro de Alvarado, govemor of Gaatemala, to grant them 
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Francisco de Montejo, governor of Yueatan, about 
tlie year 1535 petitioned thc crown to add to his gov-
ernment the province of Honduras, stating as a reason 
for so doing, t ha t in Honduras were rich niines of 
gold, while in Yucatan therc were none, and without 
tha t attraction the land of Yucatan never would be 
pacificd. 

Felipe Gutierrez, governor of Veragua in 1537, was 
guided by a native to some ricli gold mines situated 
within three or four leagues of the sea-shore be-
twccn the rivers Veragua and Concepcion; but being 
pressed by disease and faraine, he, as all others before 
him had done, was obliged to withdraw from that 
country. In 1540, five or síx raen, forraerly occupied 
in the mines of Honduras, crossed over to Espanola, 
and reported tha t land rich in minerals, with an 
abundance of game, íVuit, grain, and honey.^ 

Diego Gutierrez in 1540 v/as appointed by the 
einpcror governor of Nueva Cartago, or Costa Rica, 
and íive years later ascencled for a few leagues tho 
rivcr Surre, which is supposed to be the same that is 
iiow callcd Revenrayon v/hich flows into the Carib-
bean Sea in latitude about 10" 20', Taking posscs-
sion of a descrted Indian village within tlie province 
which gave name to the river, the caciques occupy-
ing acljacent provinces brought in an inferior or 
alloyed gold to the value of 700 ducats. On being 
qucstioned whence it was obtained, they rcplied tliat 
it carae frora certain rivers flowdng down the sides of 
steep mountains in countries very distant. On the 
southcrn slope of the mountains Gutierrez found tlie 
gold niore plentiful and the quality finer, I t was 

'ii fabricated into necklaces and bracelets, The natives 
^ • > 

••., aid ' é dar ôrden cômo no se acabassen de perder los espa oles que allí esta-
•'l ban, despoblándose una provincia tan rica de minas de oro 6 otros metales.' 
:; (Jci'ilo, Iii<t. (lcn., lil). x. xi., cap. 7. 

' » ' J.as minas de Ilonduras son en la villa que Ilaman Comayagua, hácia el 
lî: vaUc de Vlancho, treynta y cinco le^uas dcsta mar del X'orte, y especialmcnte 

digo las miuas de plata; é'de un quintal de la vena se sacan seys niarcos de 
l.';. plata c dos pessos dc oro, y esto sc ha visto scr assi pu;' cl ensayo.' Ocioh, 
' . ^ jiisl. Cen., Ub. xx.xi., cap. 11. 

• * l 
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carried also golden trumpets three palms in length. 
Gutierrez was attacked on one of the affluents of the 
river Grande, or ViriIIo, which flows into the gulf of 
Nicoya, in July, 1545, by about 3,000 natives, and 
himself and nearly all of his men were massacred. 
This battle resulted in the recovery, by the Indians, 
of 100,000 castellaiios in gold, which liad been taken 
from them by Gutierrez,^" 

Three leagues from the city of Granada, in the lake 
of Nicaragua, is the volcano Massaya, in the bowels 
of whicli a fiery liquid eternally boiled, The fact that 
the ebullition was perpetual, never discharging any-
thing save smoke arid flame, and never becoming re-
duced by evaporation, led a Dominican friar, riamed 
Blas del CastiIIo, to believe the molten mass to be a 
precious metal, **What a grand idea," thought he, 
*'to draw melted gold from the bowels of the earth in 
buckets," A t length, taking into his confidence other 
Spaniards he agreed to descend to the floor of the 
crater and endeavor if possible to obtain some of the 
precious liquid. For this purpose he carried with him 
a bucket-shaped piece of thick sheet iron attached to 
a long chain. Arrived at the floor of the crater he 
began paying out the chain. Although the situation 
was none of the coolest, and the good father imagined 
himself nearer the infernal regions than he ever ex-
pected to be before death, all went well. One hun-
dred and fifty fathoms of the chain were paid out, 
but as soon as it reached the regions of fire below 
the bucket shrivelled, the chain melted for some dis-
tance, and the dream of the gold-drawers was over. 
The Spaniards passed the night, without needing the 
light of the sun, meditating upon the uncertainty 
of volcanic mining operations.^ 

t 

^°' Poi venirono certi Signori á visitarlo, e gli presentorono da settecento 
ducati d'oro di bassa lega.' 'Poi gli dimandô doue pigliauano l'oro, e gli 
risposero, che lo conduceuano da paesi assai loutani, trouati in certi íiumi, 
che discendeuano da certe asprissime montagne.' Benzoni, HisL Mondo Xuovo, 
lib. iL, fol. 84. 
" " * Aûo de Mil y quinientos y cinquenta y vno se dio licencia al licenciado. 

!3 



. Í : 

r 

570 MINES AXD ISIIXIXG. 

The old ]\lilanese traveller and historian, Girolamo 
Bcnzoni, affirms tha t when in Nicaragua, about the 
ycar 1546, there were no mines of any description, al-
though the natives had in their possession an abun-
dance of gold, inuch alloyed, however, which had 
bcen brought frora other provinces.^' 

The shore of Venezuela was called by the early 
Spanish scttlers the Pear l Coast, frora the immcnse 
3'ield of tha t gem in those parts. The licentiate, Don 
Pedro Ordonez de Zevallos, who visited that country 
in 1660, asserts tliat he saw at tlie fishery huge pilcs 
of pearls which could be measured by the bushel. 
On the coast of Urabá he discovered a teraple which 
contained large idols of solid gold adorned with 
crowns, sun or wheel-Iike, the sraallest of which had 
rays or spokes of pure gold weighing twenty-eight 
pounds. 

I n Peru we shall find equally great goI;!-gathering 
stories; and there is no doubt that the yiv-kl froin 
this quarter assisted greatly in revolutionizing the 
commerce and finances of the vrorld. 

Dur ing his first voyage along the coast of Peru, 
Pizarro found gold in large quantities onl}' aî; Tum-
bez, a town situated at the entrance to the ^idt' of 
Guayaquil, although it was discoverecl to be iii the 
hands of all the natives to a greater or less extent. 
Having with him but a few inen, he gave ordcrs that 
gold sliould be treated with indifference, so that the 
apprehensions of the natives inight not be excited, 
and tha t the subsequent harvcst raight be the richer.^^ 

The Indian province of Coaque lying directly undcr 
the equinoctial line originally abounded in eineralds, 

y Dean Juan Aluarez, para abrir este Volcan de Masaya, y sacar el metal.' 
Gomara, fí'ist. Iivl., 2u2. 

' ' ' ' Xon hanno minere di metallo di forte alcuna, á bene che cuando gli Spag-
nuoli vi andarono, haueuano vna gran quantitâ. d'oro di bassa lega, condolto 
d 'akre prouincie.' B''nZ'jtii, Ilisf. JIou'lo Xuovo, lib. ii. 102. 

'̂  ' E t volendoli dare il (i<jncrnatorc alquante gioie d'oio non le vol.-;e accet-
tarc, dissimulando, che non andaua cercando tal cosa, e tomato alle naue e 

'1 I diito uotiiia dcl LUÍÍO.' BLU:OIIÍ, Ixist. Mondo Xuovo, lib. iiL fol. 119. 
t 

I 
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found in no other region upon that coast. When íhe 
Spaniards under Pizarro invaded that province in 
1531, besides an abundance of gold and silver, they 
collected large quantities of this gem, some of them 
as large as pigeons' eggs. I t is said that the rude 
soldiers, not knowing the value of this beautiful stone, 
broke them in pieces in order to test their value, as 
they had been informed by one of the missionary 
friars that the emerald was harder than steel and 
could not be broken, and by this means alone could 
their genuineness be proved," 

Proceeding southward and penetrating the interior, 
the Spaniards seized the ruler of the realm, Not 
long after his capture the inca oífered such a ransom 
as never prince or potentate dared promise before. 
** I wUI cover thisfloor with gold," said he to Pizarro, 
" if you will let me go." Then perceiving looks of in-
credulity, which seemed to treat his oflPer as the insane 
boast of an exasperated captive, " Nay," said he, " I 
wUI fill the room with gold as high as you can reach," 
and stepping to the wall he made a mark nine feet 
from the floor, "And if that is not enough, yonder 
room," he exclaimed, pointing to a smaller apartment 
adjoining, " t ha t room shall be twice filled with silver 
if you will grant me my liberty," The gold was not 
to be nielted down, but was to retain its fabricated 
form, and two months were allowed for the fulfilment 
of the agreement, Francisco Pizarro readily accepted 
the ofíer, gave a promise of release before a notary, 

^* 'Arriuammo a vno terra chiamataCoaque, qual é sotto la Unea equinottiale, 
doue trouammo, qualche poco d'oro, e qualche pietra dí Smeraldo.' RekUioné 
d'vn capitano Sjjagnvoh, in Ramusio, iii. 371, 'Precianse de traer muclias 
joias de oro en las orejas, i en las narices, maiormente Esmeraldas, que se 
hallan solamente en aquel parage; aunque los ludios no han querido mostrar 
los veneros de ellas: creese que nasceu alli, porque se han hallado algunas 
mezcladas, i pegadas con guijarros, que es senal de quaxarse de ellos.' Zarate, 
Ilist. del Perú, iib. i. cap. iv. * Caminarou hasta Ilegar a vn gran Pueblo, que 
se dice Coaque, al qual saltearon, porque no se alpase como los otros Pueblos, 
i alli tomaron quince mil Pesos de Oro; i mil i quinientos Marcos de Plata, i 
muchas Piedras de Esmeraldas, que por el presente no fueron conoscidas, ni 
tenidas por Piedras de valor; por estacausa los Espa oles las daban, i rescata-
ban cou los Indios por Ropa. i o^ras cosas que los Indios les daban por e.las,' 
Xeres, Conq. dd Peru, iu iJarciu, iii. 182. 
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and kept it by finally kiUing his captivc. Atahualpa 
was garroted in prison, by order of Pizarro, just be-
fore the glitteri ng pile liad reachcd the stipulatcd 
mark. The rapidity with which this vast treasure 
came in showed the wealth of the empire. The 
gold and silver of the Peruvians was lodged for the 
most part in the temples of the sun, and the palaccs 
of the inca. The chief places of deposit were Quito 
and Cuzco, five hundred leagues apart, and the inetal 
was transported froni every quarter of the realm on 
the backs of native porters. Sometimes treasure to 
the value of 40,000 or 60,000 castellanos would arrive 
in a single day.^^ 

The articles gathered consisted of plates and other 
decorations for the temples and royal edifices, doinestio 
ornaments and utensils, vases, salvers, and goblets, 
besidcs curiously wrought representations of animals 
and plants. The golden ear of maize encased in silver 
husk and tassel; singing birds with gold and silvcr 
pluraage; golden fountains with golden fishes swim-
iiiincí in their waters were amono;' the articles which 

O o 

composed this raotley mass. All this except such of 
the finest specimens as were set aside for a royal pres-
ent, was melted down into ingots of a uniform size 
and standard. 

Three Spaniards who were sent to Cuzco to super-
intend the collecting, stripped from the sacred edifices 
700 plates, each about fifteen inches in length by ten 
inches in width. One of the temples was adorned by 
a cornice of solid gold, wliich however was so firraly 

'^ 'Atabaliba q se temia cayo enello, y dixo a Pi^arro que no tenian razo 
de andar descontentos ni de acusarle, Fucs el Quito, l'achacama y Cuzco, do 
dônde, principalméte se auia de tiacr el oro de su rescate, estauan lcxos.' 
Gomarti, fí'ist. Ind,., 1,32. ' Zarate, libro segundo capitulo siete, sacada á, la 
Ijira dice. A su uiagestad le perteneciô de su real quinto, treiuta mil marcos 
dc plata blanca, fuia y cendrada; y del oro cupo á su magestad de quiuto, 
ciento y veinte cuentos de marcos, Gomara, capitulo ciento y diez y oclio dice-, 
riaiiccsco Pizarro hi^o pesar el Oro, y la plata despues de (piclatado.' aar-
cdcmo de la Vega Cnrn. liccdcs, parte ii. lib. i. cap. 28. 'Les trésors que I'on 
avait livrés pour sa ranpon furtagés entre les Espa'jnoîs; ils formaicnt unc 
.-.innnc d'un million -vingt-cinq mille cinq cent castillans d'or, et cinquaiite-
deux mille marcs d'argent.' Balboa, fíist. da P'rou, Ternaux-C mpcis, 327, 
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set as to resist their efíbrts, Two hundred cargas of 
gold and twenty-five of silver were thus added to the 
heap with which the captive monarch hoped to pro-
cure his liberty. 

Native goldsmiths were employed by the royal in-
spectors to perform this work of reduction, and such 
was its magnitude that more than one month was con-
sumed before it was finished. When melted down 
and weighed, the whole amount which the inca had 
thus collected for his ransom was found to be 1,326,-
539 castellanos of gold, and 51,610 marks of silver, 
equivalent at the present time to at least twenty mill-
ions of dollars.^* 

The distribution of this magnificent prize among a 
comparatively small band of adventurers took place 
under the superintendence of Pizarro oti the 25th 
of July 1533, in the great square of Caxamalca. 
After invoking divine assistance in the performance 
of what he afiSrmed to be a work of the most solemn 
responsibility, he awarded to himself 57,222 castella-
nos of gold and ^,350 marks of silver. H e also ap-
propriated to his bwn use the chair or throne of the 
inca, which was of solid gold and valued at 25,000 
castellanos. H e awarded to his brother Fernando 
Pizarro 31,080 castellanos of gold and 2,350 marks of 
silver. To Hernando de Soto he gave 17,740 caste-
llanos of gold and 724 marks of silver. The cavalry, 
about fifty-five in number, were allowed each 8,880 

'" Garcilasso de la Vega comx>ares at length the principal authors on the 
Bubject, and produces the following enormous results. The inca's ransom he 
places at 4,605,670 ducats, and the spoils afterward taken from Cuzco 
amounted to still more. Father Blas Valera says that the iuca's ransom was 
valued at 4,800,000 ducats. 'De manera, que sumô, y monto todo este Rescate 
de Atahuallpa 4,605,670 ducados. De los quales, lostres cuentos y novecieutos 
y treinta y tres mil ducados, son del valor del Oro; y los seiscientos y setenta 
y dos mil y seiscientos y setenta ducados son del valor de la plata, con las 
cre^as de la cendrada, y ambos numeros hacen la suma de los quatro milloncs 
y seiscientos y cinco mil y seiscientos y setenta ducados. Esta suma de du-
cados huvieron los Espanoles en Cassamarca; mucho maior fue, la que 
huvieron eu el Cozco, quando entraron en aquella ciudad, como lo dicen los 
ndsmos autores Gk>mara, y Zarate, que adelante en su' lugar citaremos. EI P. 
Blas Valera dice que valio el rescate de Atahuallpa quatro millones y ocho 
cientos mil ducados.' Com. Rtaies, parte ii. Ub. L cap. 38. 
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castcllanos of gold and 362 marks of silvcr, and of the 
iirlíintry ci<;lity received each 4,440 castellanos of 
gold and 180 marks of silver, and the remaindcr, 
twenty-five in nuniber, mostof them 3,330 castellanos 
of gold and 135 marks of silver each. Servants and 
undcrlings received a sraaller aniount. The church 
(jf San Francisco, whieh had been erected as a tcsti-
nionial of gratitude to that divine providence which 
Iiad so higlily favored their unrighteous cause, was 
endowed with 22,220 castellanos. Fifteen thousand 
castcllanos ^vcre scnt to the colonists of San Mifîuel, 

^ O ' 

and 120,000 were assiíîned to Alraao-ro and his com-
' O O 

pany. 
Depart ing from Caxamalca the Spaniards entered 

Cuzco, the imperial city of the incas, on the 15tli of 
Novcmber, Ál though rifled in a measure of' its 
precious ornaments for the ransom of Atahualpa, 
there remained much which yet la}^ exposed to the 
cupidity of the soldiers, The palaces and sacred 
edifices were again plundered; the royal muramies 
deposited in the great teniple of Coricancha, wliich 
had hitherto been respected by the Spaniards, were 
stripped as were also the sepulchres, Valuables which 
had bcen removed to a place of fancied security wcre 
unearthed, Not farfrom the city was found a cavcrn 
from which were brought forth golden vases and finely 
wrought imitations of insects, reptiles, and animals. 
Araong the articles collected in the city were several 
feraale statues, life-size, of pure though thin gold, also 
golden Uarnas, slippers and sandals of gold, and fe 
male dresses made whoUy of beads of gold. 

On their way thi ther the conquerors had added 
greatly to their store of wcaltli. Ten solid silver 
planks, each twenty feet in length, one foot in width, 
and from two to three inches in thickness, were found 
in one place, I t is supposed that these huge bars 
were intended to be used in tlie construction of a 
dwelling for some Peruvian prince, 

After completing their work of plunder in the capi-



STAKING THE SUN. 575 

tal, the division was made as at Caxamalca. Speci-
mens of the finest workmanship were set aside for 
the emperor; the whole mass was melted down by 
native goldsmiths, the king's fifth deducted, and the 
remainder divided in like proportion as before. The 
total amount is said by some to have exceeded the 
inca's ransom. Others place the amount as low as 
580,200 castellanos of gold, and 215 marks of silver. 

The immediate efifect of such vast wealth distrib-
uted so suddenly among a band of coarse, lawless men, 
unaccustomed to the use of money and incapable of 
self-restraint, was to excite the soldiers to every species 
of debauchery and gaming, and to raise exorbitantly 
the prices of all such commodities or articles as would 
minister to their pride or lust. The vice of gambling 
invariably stands prominent in such cases. Immense 
sums were ventured on the turn of a card, or on a 
single throw of the dice. Some lost their entire por-
tion in a single day. A story is told of a horseman 
named Leguizarro to whom had fallen, in the distri-
bution at Cuzco, an image of the sun. The figure was 
finely embossed on a burnished plate of solid gold. I t 
had been taken from the wall of the great temple of 
the sun, and for some reason had not been recast. 
One night this cavalier continued his play until a late 
hour. His sun was the bank from which he drew his 
stakes; in the attempt to retrieve his losses, and just 
before morning, his sun was gone. Hence the proverb, 
" Juega el sol antes que amanezca." Gamble away the 
sun before daybreak. An ordinary horse at that tirne 
in Cuzco brought 2,500 castellanos, equivalent at the 
present time to about forty thousand dollars. A pair 
of shoes sold for thirty castellanos; a quire of paper 
for ten; a bottle of wine for sixty; a sword for fifty, 
and a cloak for one hundred. The cavaliers shod 
their horses with silver. 

While Pizarro was thus reaping his magnificent 
harvest at Caxamalca and Cuzco, the attention of en-
vious cavaliers was turned towards Quito, where like 

I 
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unbounded wealth according to report awaited the 
conqueror, No less than three adventurous captains, 
Pedro de Alvarado, the famous hero of Mcxico, now 
governor of Guatemala, Diego de Almagro, and Se-
bastian Benalcázar who liad been left in coinraand of 
the iortrcss of San jNIiguel, met in tha t city about the 
raiddle of 1534, About seven hundred S})aniards 
besidcs larger bodies of Indians were thus congregated 
in and about Quito, ready to vindicate their right to 
the supposed riches of the city by force of arnis, I t 
was soon discovered, however, that^ the fancicíl gold 
and silver stores of Quito were an illusion. Eitlier no 
treasure to speak of had ever existed, or it had been 
hidden by the natives. Thus the objcct of their con-
tention being removed, the Spaniards became brothers. 
The chivalrous Alvarado even visited Pizarro at Pa-
chacamac, where the two bold and successful adven-
turers enibraced and held high revel for several daj^s. 

" From one single hill in Peru ," says Garcilaso de 
la Vega, " 200,000,000 pesos ^vere taken as appears 
l)y the register, and one hundred more unregistered. 
()i!c single fleet brought in niy time 25,000,000 in 
gold and silver." Soon after the execution of his old 
associatc, which took place in Juh^ 1538, Francisco 
Pizarro partitioned arnong his own followers the lands 
which had becn granted by the crowii to Diego de 
Alinagro. In this partition, greatly to the discon-
tent of otlier raeritorious cavalicrs, the rich silver hills 
of Potosí fell to Hernando and Gonzalo Pizarro. 
These niincs were situated in the province of Charcas, 
toward the southern extremity of Almagro's domin-
ions. They arc said to havc been discovered by an 
Indian who on pulling a shrub out of the ground 
found hanging to the roots small pieces of silver, 
Tlicy had been worked for a considerable period un-
der the incas. JJut even the Pizarros, who conducted 
their operations on a scale much more extensive than 
any hitherto known in Peru, rnade no atterapt to 
penetrate any considerable distance below the surface. 
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Subsequently, in 1546, when Gonzalo Pizarro, in op-
position to the crown, was master of Peru, large 
quantities of metal were extracted by his general 
Francisco de Carbajal, So rich were the veins opened 
at Potosí that almost all other mines were abandoned 
as. unprofitable, and so common became this metal 
that iron at Potosí was worth nearly its weight in 
silver. 

According to Zárate the ore was melted in small 
round furnaces fed by charcoal and sheep's excrements, 
without the aid of bellows. The best ore was nearly 
pure silver, and the poorest eighty marks per one hun-
dred pounds. The Pizarros worked these mines with 
Indians, who were obliged to pay to their proprietors 
two marks or one pound of silver each per day, AII 
over this sum was their own, Over seven thousand 
Indians were thus employed, Some of them made 
much more for themselves than for their masters, and 
many were worth from three to four thousand cas-
tellanos." 

The Indian method in Peru was to dig a ditch 
along the side of a river, into which they threw the 
gold-bearing earth, Then turning in the water the 
dirt was carried away and the gold remained, " This," 
says the Spanish captain, " I have offcen seen done,"^* 

By the beginning of the seventeenth century the 
product of the precious metals in Peru was $11,000,-
000 per annum. The immense treasure secured by 
the conquerors had directed thither the attention of 

^^According to Pizarro y Orellana, these were the first mines worked in 
Peru, ' Traxo consigo muchos capitanes y caciques que descubrieron secretos 
de minas de oro, y de plata finissima, que fueron las primeras que por indus-
tria deste valeroso capUan se abrkron en aqueUos ricos Imperw. Y pareciendo 
á Hemando Pizarro, que convenia al servicio de dios, y de su Magestad fun-
dar alU un pueblo, dexô la gente, repartiendo las minas, las mejores para su 
Magestad, y entre el, y los demas capitanes y soldados las démas.' Varones 
Ilvstres, 335. 

18 'Digse di piu il cacique, che l'oro che si caua di quel firme, non lo ricog-
liono con bateas, che sono a modo d'vno bacil da barbiere, con U manichi doue 
lauano l'oro nell 'acqua, anzi fanno in questo modo, che met tono la terra 
cauata della minera, in vn luogo a modo d'una fossa appresso l'acqua, e con 
vna ruota cauauo I'acqua del fiume, e la fanno andar in quella fossi, e cosi 
lanano la terra.' Rehtione d'un CapUano Spagnuoh, Ramuaio, iiL 378. 

HisT. MF.X., VOI.. m . 37 
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gold-seekers, and the Peruvian mines for a time over-
shadowed those of Mexico, and all others of the 
world. This being almost the only industry of the 
times, the conquerors used to drive the natives at 
the point of the sword upon the rich silver-hills, 
so to secure an abundant return. "AII the Indig^ns 
between the ages of eighteen and fifty were enroIÍed 
in seven lists, the individuals on each list being 
obliged to work for six months in the mines, so that 
this forced labor came on the unfortunate Indians at 
intervals of three and a half years; four out of every 
five were supposed to perish annually in these deadly 
labors." 

• « 

Having thus briefly reviewed the first gold-gather-
ings of Central and South America, let us turn to 
Mexico. 

I t is unnecessary again to recite the eflPorts of Mon-
tezuma to procure his ransom, details of which I have 
fuUy given in the first volume of my History of Jlc.r-
ico. Among the earliest gold-seeking expeditions in 
this quarter, after the fall of the empire, was one 
under Gonzalo de Umbría, to Zacatula, and another 
under Pizarro toward Tochtepec and Malinaltepec. 
Both returned with gold washed from the sands of the 

rivers 
19 

O 

The early expeditions to extend conquest gave 
pportunity to rnake further researches, and within a 

few years a number of Spaniards were busily engaged 
in the examination of what were afterward the sev-
eral mining districts. Among the first regions thus 
examined were those of Guazpaltepec and Xaltepec, 
which the Spaniards reached on the expedition to 
Tochtepec under Gonzalo de Sandoval. Several years 
later they extended their labors to Michoacan, at-
tracted by the fabulous yield of the MorciIIo miiie, 
which for a short tiine was worked with great success, 

i*For details of these expeditions see HisL Mex., i. 320-2, this series. 
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but later, as was said, disappeared in a mysterious 
manner,** 

The conquerors, more skiUed in arms than in arts, 
were not able to invent or introduce a new mining 
system, but adhered to that adopted by the Aztecs, 
Expert as were the latter in working the different 
metals, the exploitation of the mines was still in a 
primitive condition, which was not much to boast of, 
being little more than skimming the surface of the 
ground,^^ or washing the sands of the rivers, Their 
smelting apparatus was likewise deficient, and the only 
means at their disposition to increase the heat of the 
small furnaces was the use of blow-pipes of bamboo, 
This explains why golden jewelry was more common 
than that made of silver; it was not by reason of the 
greater scarcity of the latter, but on account of the 
increased difficulty in extracting it from the ores, In 
the course of time intelligent miners came from Spain, 
and introduced improvements, such as smelting by aid 
of bellows. Due to the stimulation thus given, new 
reales'^'^ sprang up every where, especially in the north-
ern region, which proved to be richer in minerals 
than the southern districts. The discoyery, about 
1539,^^ of several mines toward the south, among 
which were those of Taxco, Sultepec, Tzumpanco, 
and Temazcaltepec, was soon followed by finding the 

^ Herrera, dec, ui, Ub, vui, cap, xv., gives the matter a miraculous turn, 
because of an order of 1528, Puga, Cedulario, 24, to take possession of it for 
the crown. Another supposition, that the Indians buried the mine, is more 
credible, and streugthened by the fact that difficulties had arisen between 
the Tarascan ruler, Tangaxoan, and the grasping Spanish miners. See also 
Hist. Mex., u. 53, 54, this series. 

*' Humboldt, Essai PoL, u. 482, asserts, however, that the Aztecs were 
versed in the building of subterranean shafts and galleries. Duport, Mét. 
Préc, 2-6, gives several reasons why he supposes the Aztecs to have been un-
acquainted with subterraneous miuing. 

'" Real de mitias V &s the name given to the small fortress of any settle-
ment, established around a newly discovered mine, meaning only that it was 
an encampment, not that it belonged to the king. 

**Humboldt, Essai PoL, iL 498, supposes that the>mines of Taxco, Sulte-
pec, Tlalpujagua, and Pachuca were the first ever worked by Spaniards; but 
there is no doubt that those in the Tochtepec district and the MorciUo mine 
of Michoacau were of older date. Albomoz, Cojrta, in Pacheco and Cárdenas, 
CoL Doc, xiii. 72, speaks in December, 1525, of mining developments in 
Michoacan. 
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rich lodes of San Luis Potosí, and of Zacatecas, in 
1548.2* 

From the first, the development of mines had met 
with the favor of the crown; and franchises and priv-
ileges contributed to swell the number of adventur-
crs, who strove to acquire immediate wealth. The 
great conqueror, Cortés himself, had set the example, 
b}' separating for his own share valuable tracts of 
metalliferous land, and raany were eager to secure a 
sirailar chance of prosperity. Contrary to the usual 
policy, the government generously refrained from 
appropriating to itself the exploitation.^^ Nominally 
the rnines belonged to the crown, butsince 1526 they 
wcre practically raade common property, in so far as 
with certain forraalities all free inhabitants, indis-
criininately, \vhether Spaniards or natives, were en-
titled to work thern.̂ ® Only certain officials were ex-
cluded to prevent abuses, and friars and priests were 
not allowed to be interested in mining schemes. In 
later years, rewards were fixed for the discovery of 
new mines, ancl orders issued to the viceroys to foster 
exploitations in every possible way.̂ '̂  Mining imple-
uicnts, supplies, andslaves of the proprietors of mines 
could not be attached unless for debts to the crown, 
and executions could be levied only against the prod-

• » 

2*The latter date is giveu 'm Bc(iuinoitf,Crtín. M'ich., iv. 580, 582; v. 98; 
Berghes, J)cscrip. Zacatecas, 3; Ilumboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 499, 534. Alaman, 
howe\cr, foUowed by Prescott, Mex., iii. 332, asserts that documents in the 
archivcs of the family of Cortcs prove that the latter worked niines in Zaca-
tecas during his lifetimc, and consequently before 1548. Esjiosi- 25, 61. 
The site of Zacatecas had not bccn discovered till 1546. See JH<t. Mcx., ii. 
701, this series. In his fíist. M(j., i. 100, Alamau intimates tliat the mines of 
Zacatecas v,ere not worked untii 1550. C;'.vo, î'/e.v Sighs, i. 105, foUowed by 
Zani; cois, Ilist. MéJ., iv. 560, gives the date as 15.'}1. 

••'*In tlie early time, however, it seems that the govemment began the ex-
ploitation of certain mincs, for a law of 1573, later reiterated, authorizes the 
viceroys to alicnate crown mincs, except those of sulphur, if such an opcra-
tion be of benefit to the royal treasury. liccop. dc Ind., ii. 49.3-4. 

26The law, dated X'ovember 9, 1520, is givcn in full in Ptiga, Cedulario, 
12, 21. I t was repeated and reformcd in 1551, 1563, 1568, and 1575. Rccop. 
Ind., iL 68, 71 ; Montemayor, Svmarios, 203. 

••^'Robertson, IIisL Am., ii. 391-2, censurcs the policyof Spain in fa-voring 
the dcvclopment of mines, as against a_:riculture and industrics. I3ut it was 
too much to expect of royalty in those'days, that it should study the perma-
nent interest of the colony instead of its ow n immcdiate desircs. 

file:///vhether
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uct, and not against the property. Miners could not 
be imprisoned for debt except in their own district, 
and even then they were entitled to certain hours to 
look after their affairs.^ One of the first laws issued 
for New Spain had temporarily reduced the duty on 
gold obtained by mining from one fifth to one tenth; 
subsequently efforts were made to collect the origi-
nal rate; but owing to the continuous petitions'^^ the 
crown several times extended the exemption, always 
for a limited period, until in 1716 it was made per-
petual. Evidence of the royal wish was in the laws 
which required the audiencias and corregidores to 
compel vagrants, Spaniards as well as mixed breeds, 
to work in mines,'" Criminals sentenced to hard labor 
could also be.thus employed, their wages being turned 
into the royal treasury. 

Soon after the working of the mines was begun steps 
were taken to secure the natives against the oppres-
sion of the Spaniards, but this tended, among other 
results, to keep the Indians from disclosing the exist-
ence of veins. I t was ordered that the rewards as-
signed in such cases should be religiously paid, with 
exemption from tribute of discoverers and their de-
scendants. Their territorial rights should also be duly 
respected, so as to leave them the ownership of mines 
situated within the limits of their property, Under 
certain conditions Indians could be employed to work 
in the mines, but strict regulations existed to ensure 
them a fair compensation, and the abuses from which 
they suffered in the sixteenth century^^ gradually dis-

=»Laws of 1540, 1572, 1590, 1602, 1619, 1620. Puga, Cedulario, 11, 
Recop. Ind., u. 72; Montemayor, Svmarios, 204, pt. ui. 44. 

'^Libro de Cábildo, MS., 170. In 1525 the crown revoked this exemption, 
and the city council resolved to petition for a prolongation, owing to thc smaU 
profits, See also Herrera, dec, iii. Ub. v. cap. iu. 

*° 'De no permitir gente ociosa en la tierra.' 
'* Viceroy Mendoza's letter of 1537 to the king in Pacheco and Cárdencts, 

CoL Doc, ii, 209; Henriquez, Instrucc, in Id., ui, 487-8. The latter recom-
mends the introduction of negroes to relieve the native race, a suggestion re-
peated by his successor, Conde de la Corana, who estimated at 2000 or 3000 
the number required to work the mines properly. Carta al Rey, in Cartas de 
Jndicu, 340. The prices of such negro slaves are given in ConcUioa Prov., 
MS., no. 4, 227. A number of laws, the first dated as early as 1528, were 

i 
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appeared, The payment by shares, partido, which 
soon predominated over the daily wages given to 
tancla gangs,^^ could not fail to promote the iuterests 
of both employers and laborers, although the gam-
bling table received only too much of the increased 
earnmgs. 

For the first decades the method of extracting met-
als was so backward tha t only rich ores could be 
worked, especially in regions where fuel was scarce. 
In 1557, however, Bartolomé de Medina, a miner of 
the district of Pachuca, discovered the amalgamation 
process, and bestowed on the world a boon of which 
New Spain may be proud. His plan of extracting the 
fine metals from ores with the aid of quicksilver ren-
dered results so satisfactory tha t but few improve-
ments have since been introduced. Li t t le is known 
of the discoverer,^* a fact which almost implies that 
he derived little benefit from a discovery which was of 
vast importance to the mining industry. Ores which 
formerly had been considered worthless, were now 
regarded with more interest; veins held to be unpro-
ductive wcrc worked anew, and so rapid was the adop-
tion of the process that within five years Zacatecas 
alone had thirty-five reduction works, and yet they by 
no means displaced existing methods in every place.^ 

; i ' 

• » 

issued, referring to the position of Indians in mining matters; they are givcn 
in the 7iVco7>. de Ind., ii. 308 et seq.; Moitt<'inuijor, Svmarios, 203-4, pt. iii. 
44-5. 

^̂  Tanda was the name given to the gang of native workmen dra\\ n from 
Indian villages and relieved once a month. Ward asserts that this system 
•was chiefly used in Peru, Mex., ii. 145, and Alaman, Di.'<crt., i. 177-8, shows 
tliat the name has survived in that of the monthly mai kets or fairs in Gua-
najuato. 

'•'Arlegui, Chrcjii. Zuc, 137, says Indian mincrs wert' entitled to one bag 
of ore per day, which sometimes would sell for .$100. 

^*CaIIe, .Mem. y Xot., 49, aud Garcés, Xttcfu Tetírica, 76-7, merely allude 
to him as a native of Spain, and Humboldt, E^<-<ui PoL, ii. 5.19, mentions the 
names of two othcrs to whom certain authors have attributed the discovery. 

'^ Humboldt, Essui PoL, ii. 55, 72, gives interesting details conceming both 
the old and new methods. A statistical table on page 5.56, comprising the 
produce of all the mining districts from 1785 till 11^'^, shows that about two 
sevenths "f the entire yield were submitted to extraction hy smcltiníí. In 
1805, however, this fraction was reduced to about one fifth. Ward, Mex., ii. 
434-9, gives also a full description of the mode of extraction, with several 
illustrations of the implements used. 
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The quicksilver necessary for the amalgamation was 
sent from Spain by the regular fleets and under con-
trol of the government, which reserved for itself the 
monopoly, partly on account of the revenue derived 
from it, partly because of the supervision thus obtained 
over the yield of metal; for miners had to make re-
turns in proportion to the quantity of quicksilver dis-
tributed. I t was given out only at the capital,^^ by 
royal officials, who with the superior connivance of the 
viceroy formed a body called the trihunal de azogues.^^ 
Whenever the quicksilver mines of Almaden in Spain 
failed to yield the required quantity, which in New 
Spain alone amounted to fifteen or sixteen thousand 
quintals,^ the deficit was supplied from Austria at a 
dearer rate, rarely from Peru,^^ The commodity was 
supposed to be sold at actual cost, in order to en-
courage mining,*" the price ranging from one hundred 
and eighty-seven pesos a quintal in 1590 to forty-one 
pesos for Spanish and sixty-three pesos for German 
quicksilver in 1777,** Occasionally also special reduc-

'* Vera Craz was for a short time made the place of distribution, 
'^Consisting of an administrador, a contador, a fiscal, a notary, and three 

subaltern officials, ViUa-Senor, Theairo, i. 38, 39. See also Fonseca and 
Urmtía, Real Hac, i. 297-387; Ocdvez, Informe, 74-77. For other laws rela-
tive to this department see Recop. de Ind., ii. 569 et seq.; Providencias sobre 
Azogues, MS., 1-44, passim; Montetnayor, Svmarws, 205-7. A royal cédula 
of 1709 made the office of the administrador independent of the viceroy. Reaks 
Cédulas, MS., L 32. The revenue of the tribunal is considered in the chapter 
on finance. 

'* ViUa-Sefior, Theatro, i. 38-9, speaks only of about 5,000 quintals for 
the middle of the eighteenth century, but he is evidently mistaken. In some 
years it was only about 10,000 quintals. The total yearly consumption of the 
Spanish colonies in America amounted to 25,000 quintals, while the total pro-
duction of the European quicksilver mines averaged 36,000 quintals. fíum-
bddt, Essai PoL, ii. 572-5. 

" Only in urgent cases the second Count ReviIIa Gigedo made importations 
from China, and suggested to his successor the convenience of promoting this 
trade. Instruc, 250-1. Although Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 575, asserts that 
the project was dropped, the later viceroy Azanza resumed it. During a pre-
vailmg.scarcity he made contracts 'with private persons and took steps to bring 
the commodity from China, Habana, Jamaica, and Peru. Azanza, Ivstruc, 
MS., 122-6. See also Ouijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., série L, tom. i. 244, 
427; Robks, Diario, i. 1 et seq. 

^''Recop. de Ind., ii. 308-9; Montemayor, Svmarios, 205-7. Miners were 
entitled to six months' credit, Bektfia, Recop., L pt. iii. 107, but could not ob-
tain a second supply until the first had been paid for. 

" I n 1750 the price was fixed at $82, in 1767 at $62. Humboldt, Essai PoL, 
ii. 573-4. Montemayor, Svmarios, 206, says that as early as 1617 the price 
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tions were made to foster the development of certain 
mines. This liberality of the crown was somewhat 
counteracted by limiting the distribution in Mexico, 
and also by the tribunal officials in granting prefer-
ences and more substantial favors to those who paid 
for them. 

The government monopoly extended over the quick-
silver mines of New Spain. In 1609 a law was issued, 
promising rewards to discoverers of such deposits, but 
when found they were not allowed to be worked*^ lest 
they should affect the interests of the crown. This 
fostered a belief tha t no cinnabar existed in New 
Spain, while in reality it was most abundant, especially 
between latitudes 19° and 22°.̂ *̂ I n the beginning of 
thc eighteenth century fresh discoveries in Zacatecas 
and near Cuernavaca** roused such clamor against the 
existing restrictions that finally a comraission was sent 
from Spain in 1778 to investigate the prospects for 
working the vein. The result proved a failure, After 
expending about 160,000 pesos it was declared to be 
unproíitable to the crown; yet certain private persons 
duly authorized continued to work mines with vary-
ing success,*^ 

I t is not my purpose in the present chapter to 
enter fully into the geological features of New Spain, 
but merely to present a brief outline for the better 
understanding of the subject. I t is astonishing how 

•I 

was reduced to 60 ducats a quintal. In the Recop. de Ind., ii. 577, the same 
fact is recorded for 1679. See also ReviUa Cii/do, Instmc, 248-9; Bekna, 
Recop., i. pt. iii. 107; J'(.d/ri, Se(jund.a JJcmo.s/rucion, MS., l et sej . 

*^ The brst discovery in Michoacan occurred under the rule of viceroy Sal-
vatierra, wlio granted the right of their exploitation for the term of 10 years 
to Alcalde Luis de Berrio. When assayed the ores yielded 10 ounces per 
quintal. (Jttijo, Jjiurio, 34-.5, 499. 

** And in the intendcncias of Guanajuato and Mexico, at San Juan de la 
Chica, San Felipe, Eincon del Centeno, Durasno, Nuestra Se ora de los 
Dolores. Humholdt, Essui PoL, ii. 583-5. 

" The exploitation was suspended by cédulas of Ju ly 5, 1718, and Nov. 
24, 1730. Recdes CiJlulus, MS., i. 35-9; Fonseca a.ná. Urrutia, fíist. Real fía-
cienda, i. 324—5. 

**In the beginning of this century, during the war between Spain and 
France, a temporary activity set in. 
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little attention has been given to this science in a 
country whose interests are intimately connected with 
it. The more progressive spirit of the republicans has 
been so shackled by the unsettled condition of affairs, 
as greatly to retard exploration, and while certain 
districts have been the object of diligent investigations 
only too many remained unnoticed. 

Proceeding from the sandy coast at Vera Cruz into 
the interior, it. is not till one ascends the tierra tem-
plada that porphyries and limestone are encountered. 
Above these, volcanic rocks and lava extend over many 
parts of the plateau, intermingled with porphyries and 
pebbles under a layer of hardened clay. On the 
Pacific coast from Tehuantepec to Acapulco granitic 
rock prevails, but from the latter place toward Mexico 
porphyries again take their place, mixed with heavy 
formations of limestone similar to those on the eastern 
slope. In the volcanic region, almost in a direct line 
from east to west along the nineteenth parallel, lava 
and porous amygdaloids are most frequent, but beyond 
Querétaro they give way to porphyries, The. latter 
indeed abound in the whole country, especially in the 
northern regions, yet south of Durango numerous 
veins of trachytic rock are found crossed in an east-
erly direction by beds of lava.. On the eastern slope 
of the Sierra Madre, in Durango, the porphyries 
sometimes overlap extensive beds of very fine gritstone, 
and exhibit greater softness than those south of the 
capital, with a large admixture of mica, Quartz is 
the most common of gangues, and its outcrops in the 
plateau serve frequently as a guide to prospectors. 

The general direction of metallic veins is from the 
north-west to the south-east, and this being especially 
the case with the richer kind it is always taken into 
consideration on filing a claim. The average breadth 
of the vein is six feet, except on the Veta Grande of 
Zacatecas, where it is from thirty to thirty-five feet, 
the maximum being even seventy-five feet. In some 
districts, as in Sonora and Chihuahua, the ore lies 
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near the surface, but generally this is not the case, a 
circumstance which in colonial times, with the pre-
vailing backwardness of drainage and other operations, 
impeded the search for deeper-Iying zoiies in the veins. 

There are essentially two forms under which argen-
tiferous ores occur. Near the surface, where exposed 
to external influence, the metallic substances are gen-
erally in the form of oxides, or combined with iron, 
chlorine, or bromine, and receive from their reddish 
color the name colorados. Those at greater deptli 
have usually retained the condition of all primitive 
sulphuric bases, and are found in connection with 
pyrites, galena, or blende. The latter two predomi-
nate, and a dark color results which has given rise 
to their designation of black ores, or negros. They 
give the greatest part of all the silver produced in the 
country. The average richness of the ores has been 
frequently overrated, and the occurrence of enormous 
blocks of native silver considered as frequent,*® while 
in reality they are very rare, and never larger than 
those found in European mines. The average yield 
is frora three to four ounces of silver to the quintal 
of ore, and the enormous returns of New Spain are 
due rather to the great abundance of the ore.*' Gold 
is obtained chiefly from placers in Sonora and thc 
northern regions. I n Oajaca it also occurs in rocks, 
but the exploitation has not proved very profitable. 
Elsewhere it is rarely found except in connection with 
argentiferous ores, in some instanccs in the proportion 
of about two ounces to the quintal. 

Al though mining was chiefly confined to silver, 
gold, and cinnabar ores, the country by no means 
lacked other metals. Iron existed at Colima, in Oa-

*^Och,Rei<e, in Murr's Nachríchten, 236-7, makes tlie assertion that in 
Mexico the ore nearly always gives one half or one third of its weight in pure 
silver, and that near his mission in Arizona blocks of native silver, from 200 
to 900 Ibs. in w ciglit, were found on the surface after lying neglected for 
centuries. 

*' Humboldt, E<sui PoL, ii. 514-15, gives some interesting coinparisona 
with Europeau ores. 
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jaca, Zacatecas, Jalisco, and other districts, and was 
worked for some time, but only to a limited extent,*^ 
Still worse fared it with copper which abounded in 
Michoacan. Mines were leased at a low price in 1657 
and attempts were made by several viceroys to work 
them, but they were invariably abandoned affcer a brief 
trial.*^ The great abundance of precious metals seems 
to have excluded the others;^ all mining except for 
the precious metals was as a rule limited to local de-
mand, and only in the nineteenth century has more 
attention been given to others, as will be shown in a 
later volume. 

More prominent ^ e r e the quarries of tetzontli, the 
porous amygdaloid found in the neighborhood of Mex-
ico and so frequently used for its buildings. Salines 
were extensively worked in different parts of the 
country, chiefly in Jalisco, Penon Blanco in San Luis 
Potosí, Colima, and Oajaca. As thp produce was re-
quired not only for domestic purposes but for the 
amalgamation process, minute regulations appeared 
as early as August 23, 1580," concerning their man-
agement, and in later years they were temporarily 
reserved for the crown. The process of extraction 
consisted merely in distributing the salt water into 
shallow pools to be evaporated. Rock salt was not 
known. 

From the frequent allusions of the early chroniclers 
an abundance of precious stones might be supposed 
to exist in New Spain, and in 1541 petitions were in 
fact directed to the king, soliciting permission to work 
deposits of sapphires, rubies, and turquoises in Oajaca. 
Nothing came of it, however, evidently because the 

*^ Chiefly because Biscayan iron could be introdnced at a lower price, Vet-
ancvrt, Teairo, 21, 

*'The crown had forbidden their alienation and included the produce in 
the list of monopoUes, Revilkt Oigedo, Instruc, 321, 

"̂ Lead was found in Nuevo Leon and Nuevo Santander, tin as wood-tin in 
Guanajuato, Zacatecas, and Taxco, the last two districts yielding also some 
zinc. About the use made of these metals before the conquest see my Nati've 
Races. 

°' M<miema.yor, Svmarios, pt. iii. 55-8, 
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beds proved to be fictitious. A number of simple 
stones, considered as precious by the Aztecs, enjoyed 
the same estimation among the conquerors until the 
fallacy became known, and since then nothing more 
has been heard of the supposed emeralds, rubies. and 
sapphires. 

The mining region of New Spain covered in 1800 
about 12,225 square leagues, including the northern 
provinces, and was divided into thirty-seven depart-
ments or diputaciones de mineria, with about five 
hundred subdivisions or reales de minas, comprising 
approximately three thousand mi^^s.̂ "^ 

Taking as a guide the product of the different 
mines, those of Guanajuato, Catorce, in San Luis Po-
tosí, and Zacatecas, rank as the most prominent,^ all 
of them situated between latitude 21° and 24°. The 
first had been discovered in the middle of the six-
teenth century by rauleteers trafficking between Zaca-
tecas and Mexico, and the principal vein was struck 
in the shafts of Mellado and Rayas in 1558.'* The 
latter raine and the Valenciana take the lead in the 
district of Guanajato, where the yield, in the begni-
niiig of the century, formed about one seventh of the 
total for all America. Official returns place thc ag-
gregate product from 1701 till 1809 at 37,290,617 
marks of silver, and 88,184 marks of gold, estimated at 

^^This is from official sources. Ward, Mex., u. 53, estimates the number 
of mincs at from three to five thousand. Humboldt, Esscû Pol., ii. 487-92, 
gives the names of the diputaciones and reales, classified according to the in-
tendencias. A list of all the mines of X'cw Spain and the minerals they pro-
duced, together with a mineralogical description, is also given in Karsten, 
T'Jj'us Mincrahgicas, 1 et seq., a Spanish translation by the learaed miner-
alo;^'ist Antonio dcl líio, with notes by Humboldt. Another Ust of reales de 
minas arranged according to bishoprics is given in Panc<, Vireyes, MS., 112; 
Gaz. Mcx., 1728,95-6. 

"* Xext in order follow those of Keal del Monte in Mexico, Bolanos in 
Guadalajara, EI pLOsario in Sonora, Sombrerete in Zacatecas, Taxco in Mexico, 
Batopilas in Durango, Zimapan in Mcxico, FresniIIo in Zacatecas, Ramos in 
San Luis Potosí, and last, Parral in Durango. Humholdt, Essui PoL, ii. 496. 

"•'• Jacob, fíi'<f. Ei juiry, ii. 123, places erroneously theopening of theGuana-
j.iato mines in 10.30. For a geological description of the districts, see Hum-
b /í/', Es.<ni PoL, ii. 520-6, where also are given comparisons with mines of 
Europe. BtuLurt, lieisen, i. 326 et seq. 
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$318,935,554.^^ One single mine, the Valenciana, 
yielded in less than five years about $14,000,000, and 
in 1791 as much silver as all the mines of Peru. 
Although open since the sixteenth century the work 
had been unprofitable tiU 1768, when the owners, 
Obregon, later conde de Valenciana, and Otero, struck 
a rich vein, which after 1771 gave at times as much 
as $2,500,000 per annum.^* During twenty years the 
ores averaged five ounces of silver to the quintal. 

In San Luis Potosí, the veins in the district of 
Catorce,*^ discovered in 1773, and worked with suc-
cess since 1778, eclipsed all others, which in that 
region had acquired fame during the preceding two 
centuries. One mine alone, belonging to a priest 
named Flores, yielded, during the first year, 1,600,-
000 pesos. The product of the whole district, from 
1778 tiU 1810, was estimated at 4,000,000 pesos 
yearly; and that of the entire intendencia San Luis 
de Potosi, from 1556 tiU 1789, at 92,736,294 marks of 
silver, representing 788,258,212 pesos. Next in im-
portance to the mines of Catorce, were those in the 
districts of Bolanos and Ramos,^^ which in some 
years also yielded enormously, and gave weight to the 
general belief that they were inexhaustible, 

A similar view prevailed concerning the third 
prominent mining region, that of Zacatecas, which, 

" Yield from March 4, 1671, to August 9, 1673, 142,952 marks of silver, 
Mancera, Instruc Vireyes, 292-3. From 1766 tiU 1803, 43,030 marks of gold 
and 18,723,537 of silver, worth $165,002,145. HumboUlL Essai PoL, u. 505, 
519. From 1766 tUI 1808, gold 53,881 marks, and silver 22,631,980 marks. 
Burkart, Reisen, i. 360. Ward gives the yield from 1796 till 1810 at 8,852,-
272 marks silver and 27,810 marks gold, which he chooses to value at $79,-
028,017, 

w Total yield from 1788 tiU 1808, $29,558,807, netting $11,986,312. Ward, 
Mex., u. 140. This diflfers somewhat from the figures of Alaman, Hist. Mej., 
i. app. 23-4, which give the total net profit from 1788 tiU 1797 at $7,949,923. 
Hunujoldt, Ub. cit. 528-533, makes some interesting observations on the pro-
duce and working expenses of the Valenciana and rich European mines. 

" For geologic and general description, see Burkart, Reisen, ii. 107 et seq.; 
Ward, Mex., iL 464-518. Conceming the origin of the name Catorce, there 
are two versions, one by Cavo, Tres Sighs, u. 22, who appUes it as the place 
of refuge for 14 outlaws; the other, by Iturribarría, in Soc Mex. Oeog., Boktin, 
vîii. 307, who attributes it to the murder of 14 soldiers. 

"Ward, Mex., ii. 139, gives statistics which show the product of the 
Bola&os mines, from 1752 tiU 1780, to have been 3,702^269 marks sUver, 
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since its discovery in the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tur}^ had always offered a vast field to enterprising 
persons.^^ That it was not unfounded becomes evi-
dent from the estimated production for one hundred 
and eighty years, till 1732, A\hich is placed at 8832,-
232,880. After this period the yield increased, and in 
1808 Zacatecas furnished nearly as much silver as Gua-
najuato,^^ The principal vein, the Veta Grande, gave 
in eighteen years, from 1790 tiU 1808, 1,293,463 marks 
of silver, valued at $11,317,792.'^' The cxploitation of 
mines in the district of Sombrerete tvas for a time 
equally successful, the celebrated Veta Negra there 
having produced within six months more than 700,000 
marks of silver, and about four million pesos of net 
profits. To this period probably belongs the story 
tha t a rich miner of Zacatecas on the occasion of his 
daughter 's wedding had tbe streets paved with bricks 
of silver, from his house to the church.^^ 

I n the northern provinces of Durango, Sonora, 
Sinaloa, and Chihuahua, though most of theni were 
supposed to be equal if not superior in raineral wealth 
to the other districts, mining was conducted on a 
sraaller scale.^^ The reasons must be attributed to 

worth $30,543,720. During the preceding period, from 1646 to 1752, the an-
nual yield has been estimated at from three and a half to four miUion pesos. 
The ores of the Ramos mines gave after 1798 frequently 14 ounces silver to 
the quintal. Burkart, Reisen, ii. 121. 

^ 'The geological feature of Zacatecas is dcscribed in full by Berghes, 
Desi:rij)cv,n de la Serrania de Zacatecas, 1-39. See also Humholdt, Essai PoL, 
ii. 534-0, where some peculiarities of that regiou, as compared with others, 
are minutely given; i oe í , Xovvs Orbis, 288; ÍVurd, Mex.,ii. 519-48, 612-18. 

eoin 1728 the aggiegate product amountcd to .$1,800,000, or one fifth of 
all the silver then coincd. Alaman, Ilisf. McJ., i. lOO-l. Humboldt esti-
mated in 1803 the average yield at 402,000 marks silver. Essai PoL, ii. 535. 
Arlegui, Ilist. Chron. Zac, 74, makes the startling assertion that the PabeUon 
niine gave during five years, $20,000 daily. 

*iThe product from 1795 tUI 1808 is given by Burkhart, Reisen, ii. 74, at 
1.072,050 marks silver. Ward, Mex., u. 44, for the same period, makes it 
1,14(1,393 marks. 

^^Santos (Jhronobigíu, ii. 464. The same author adds that some time after 
the miner died in poverty. 

^ In the mines of Batopilas in Durango pieces of pure silver 400 pounds 
in weight were found on several occasions. Humholdt, Essa.i Pol., ii. 509. 
The mines of Sinaloa were not discovered tiU 1753. Castro, D'iur'io, iu Doc 
Ilist. Mex., série i. tom. iv. 161-2. In the beginning of this century the 
entire yield of gold in Sonora was estimated by Humboldt at 7,000 marks. 
The same author refutes the supposition that platina existed in that province; 

« 
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the small population, the frequent raids of wild tribes, 
and the difficulty of exchanging the bullion for coined 
silver. The latter could be effected only at the mint 
of Mexico, a circumstance tvhich proved to be a se-
rious encumbrance on mining operations even in the 
less remote intendencias of San Luis Potosí and Zaca-
tecas, particularly to miners with small capital. 

'This difficulty gave rise to the business of middle-
men, or of rescatadores, as they were called,^* They 
or their agents would purchase the ore, extract the 
metal at their own expense, and exchange it in Mex-
ico for coin, The miner, receiving immediate cash 
returns for his ores, was enabled to continue the out-
put; and although the accommodation was obtained 
at considerable sacrifice, a great diffioulty was removed, 
In the southem regions rescatadores were less numer-
ous, for the miners there enjoyed greater facilities in 
being nearer to the capital. 

The principal districts in the neighborhood of Mex-
ico were Taxco and Pachuca, and Tlalpujagua in 
Michoacan, Since the days of the conquest Spaniards 
had worked the veins of Taxco, and Cortés constructed 
there a gallery, EI Socabon del Rey, of sufficient di-
mensions to be entered on horseback for a distance of 
about three hundred feet. This district reached the 
height of its prosperity between 1752 and 1762, after 
which it declined so rapidly that at the end of the 
century the yield, together with that of the mines of 
Tehuilotepec and others, barely amounted to 60,000 
marks of silver. A similar fate was encountered by 
the mines of Pachuca, including Real del Monte, Ato-
tonUco, and Moran, as the most important. The first, 
also caUed from the richest vein the Vizcaina, was 
worked with fair success from the sixteenth till the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, when the diffi-
culties of drainage led to its abandonment. Work was 

lead, however, is f ound with argentif erous ores in the 'veîns of Cosalá. Essai 
PoL, ii, 60a-8, The subject will be treated in my Hiat. North Mex. States. 

6« Meaning UteraUy traders. 
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however resumed near IMoran by Bustamante and Ter-
reros, and with many difficulties concluded in 1762 by 
the latter, The result was a great success, one vein 
alone covering all the expenses, whilst others were so 
productive tha t within fourteen years a net profit of 
about five million pesos had been derived by Terreros 
who afterward figured as Conde de Regla.^ Work 
was conducted with alternating success till 1801,^^ 
when it declined under the increasing expenditure, 
and never resumed its former dimensions, 

I t has been stated tha t soon after the fall of Mex-
ico Spaniards engaged in mining speculations in Mi-
choacan. The attraction eentred after 1562 at Tlal-
pujagua, and down to the beginning of the eighteenth 
century the result proved satisfactory. Work was 
then suspended till 1743, when again a brief period 
of successful development began, yielding, within eight 
years, about ten million pesos. The excessive cost of 
drainage then caused the mines to be abandoned.' 67 

Thus we see tha t the greatest development of min-
ing took place in the second half of the eighteenth 
century, when certain iraportant discoveries gave fresh 
impulse to this industry, fostered at the same time by 
a beneficial policy. Miners then awoke to the neces-
sity of organizing for mutual aid, notably by framing 
a ncw code of kiws with w^hich to replace the cumbrous 
and faulty regulations in force. Consequently, in Feb-
ruary 1774, a petition was directed to the king, for 
constituting as the Cuerpo dc la, Mincría dc Nueva 
Esparia, a corporation which was to embrace all own-

5̂ He presented king Cárlos I I I . with two war vessels, one of them carry-
ing 112 guns, and made alsoa loan to the crown of 1,000,000 pesos, which it 
seems was never repaid. He acquired immense territorities, and left at his 
death to descendaiits a fortuno equallcd only by that of Condc de Valenciana. 
Ilumboldt, Essui PoL, ii. 540-1, 514, 5.38-43. For dctails about the Vizcaina 
mine the reader is referred to Custcluzo, Manifc.<faciou de. . .la Veta Vizcuinn, 
1-03; Lassága, Rcj)rc.<citta'-ion, lOe t seq . ; Burbtrf, Reisen. i. 127-32. 

•'•- From 1794 tiU 1801 the yield still amounted to $6,000,000. Ward's Mex., 
u. 21; Burharf, Iiri.cn, i. I30-I ; but Humboldt asserts that this was not 
sufficient tocover the expenses. Ei.iai Pol., ii. '>i\. 

*' FuU particulars about this district are given in Burkart, Reisen, i. 73-97. 

http://Iiri.cn


CUERPO DE LA MLNERÍA, 593 

ers of mines in New Spain,^^ Similar plans having 
already been entertained by the government, the re-
quest was granted by royal cédula of July 1, 1776, 
In the following year, the 4th of May,^ the formal 
installation took place under the above given name, 
and steps were taken for the establishment of the 
tribunal de minería simultaneously created, which had 
also legal jurisdiction in mining cases,'̂ " To defray 
expenses one real was levied for every mark of silver 
coined, an impost formerly collected under the name 
of derecho de senoreage, and now donated by the king, 
I t served to defray the salaries of the officials,̂ ^ and 
the expenses of the mining college, any surplus being 
employed to pay the interest of capital taken up by the 
tribunals for subventions, or avíos,''^ to needy miners, 

The labors of the tribunal in the latter respect 
proved of great benefit, and gave a new impulse to 

*'' The petition was made on the 25th of Febmary by Juan Lúcas de Las-
sága and Joaquin Velasquez de Leon, as attomeys for the miners. The full 
text is given in Lassága, Representacion, Mexico, 1774, 1-98, with notes by 
the two representatives, and an appendix containing the letter to the king, and 
one to Viceroy Bucareli, requesting his protection for the petition. The lat-
ter gives a brief account of the mining history of New Spain since the con-
quest, attributing as reasons why development had not been greater, a lack 
of knowledge and insufficient financial encouragement. Hence the necessity 
of organizing a corporation with a tribunal, competent to control the mining 
interests and protect them if necessary. In order to obtain the necessary 
funds for supporting the tribunal and a college, and to pay the interest of 
money, loaued to foster the development of mines, a remission of taxes was 
suggested. 

"".BeZeî æ, Recop., ii. 213; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., iv. 314. Alaman says 
erroneously, May 4, 1774. Hist. MéJ., i. 60-1, 

^"It consisted of an administrator general, who was president of the board, 
a director general, and two or three general deputies elected by miners. Orde-
nanzas de Minería, 7. Changes took place by the time of Humboldt's visit, 
and he speaks of a staff of one director, two deputies, one assessor, two con-
sultores, and one judge, the chief of the juzgado de alzadas de minería. Esfiai 
PoL, ii. 596. The first administrator and director-general were appointed 
for life, but their successors were to be elected every three years by deputies 
from the various reales de minas. Of the latter only those foraiing a regular 
settlement with church and a curate had a vote, but to prominent districts 
more were given. Thus Guanajuato had six votes, Zacatiecas four, San Luis 
Potosí, Pachuca, and Real del Monte three each; in general, reales with the 
title of city had three, and villas two votes. For more details about organ-
ization of the tribunal see the Ordenanzas. 

'̂  ReviIIa Gigedo says the salaries of the tribunal were about $39,000, In-
struc, 119, while they really amounted to $25,000. 

'* The system had been introduced years before; it was a contract between 
the owner of a mide and one or several wealthy persons, who fumished the 
atrío, or funds necessary for exploitation, and received in compensation a 

HiBT. Msx., VoL. m . 38 

^ 
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exploratiou of mineral districts. In later years this 
branch, which might be called a mining bank, met 
with reverses,'^ and the college, which depended upou 
it, could be maintained only with great sacrifices, the 
expenses amounting annually to about thirty thou-
sand pesos. The Real Seminario de Minería, as it 
was proudly callcd, indeed never fulfilled its object, 
although for some time it was under the management of 
able directors and teachers,^* for it had been founded 
on a plan too vast and elaborate to be practicable.'^ 

The greatest achievement of the tribunal was the 
compilation of the celebrated Ordenanz(cs de Mincría, 
which, translated into several languages and widely 
commented upon, have formed the first complete code 
of colonial mining laws. For two hundred and fifty 
years, since Cortés planted the banner of Castile on 
tlie ruins of Tenochtitlan till about 1770, the legisla-
tion of the mining industry had been ruled by a mix-
ture of decrees and ordinances'^which had gradually be-
come inapplicable. Therefore w^hen the mining tribunal 
w as created, orders came that it should frame a new 
code, a work completed in 1779, In August of that 

share of the yield. This was called to hábilitar a mine. Lassága, Repres., 18 
et seq., gives the basis on which the avios were made. 

'̂  The crown obliged the tribunal on one occasion to make a donation of 
about $500,000, and soon afterward a loan of about $4,000,000, the repayment 
cf which met ^\ith great difficulties. Alaman speaks aiso of bad manage-
ment of the funds and the consequent failure, with liabilities amounting to 
$4,000,000. IIisL MéJ., i. 63. Ward, Mex., ii. 50, says the forced loan to 

! | i " the king was $3,000,000. RevUla Gigedo mentions two loans of $1,000,000 
[••f each. Jíistrucc, 119-20. The revenue of the tribunal in about 1792 was esti-
-;''• mated at $160,000. 
,„í'L "*AIaman mcntions among them Fansto de Elhuyar and Andrés de Rio, 
*fb\ botli men \\ hose names have acquired a well founded reputation as able min-
^í ' l eralogists. IJist. MeJ., i. 63. The creation of the college had been ratified by 

: Í : royal cédula of May 22, 1783. Belena, Recop., u. 284, 292. 
"'^ I t s imperfection is well illustrated by the stateinent of two prominent 

travcllers, that the collection of ores though comprising numerous and valua-
ble specimens from Europe, 'Has extremely deficient in Mexican minerals. 
Instruction ^vas given gratuitously to twenty-five pupils, either of Spanish 
blood or noble Indians; descendants of miners being preferred. There were 
also a number of paying pupils. fíumholdt, Essai Pol., ii. 506; Buvkart, 
Rcisen, i. 265-6. 

'*The original base M as the laws in force in Espanola enlarged by a num-
ber of decrecs, usually bearing on some special subject, and occasionally 
reformed by local regulations. Of the latter the first issued were those of 
Mexico City, of Ju ly 31, 1527. Lihro de CabiUIo, MS., 197-9. 

V 
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year it was sent to the court, and approved by royal 
ce'dula of May 22, 1783." 

A prominent new feature therein was the change 
of jurisdiction in mining cases, Hitherto with few 
exceptions miners had been tried in the usual way, by 
the ordinary courts; now the mining tribunal was 
given an authority which finally became exclusive, 
and which it exercised in the districts through dipu-
taciones, Great stress was laid upon the require-
ment for the judges to be expert miners,'^ and for 
conducting the trials in a summary way.̂ * Suits for 
small sums could only be carried on verbally, and in 
all cases the respective judges had to attempt the 
reconciliation of the contending parties,^" 

The former regulations for taking up new as well 
as abandoned mines^^ were reformed, and the rights 
of previous owners received greater respect. The 
discovery of new veins was rewarded by a greater al-
lotinent of ground.^^ Foreigners could not hold pos-
session of mines or work the same, unless with special 
permission from the crown, nor were the clergy and 

' ' The text is given in Bekfía, Recop., u. 214-292; Zcunwra, Bib. Leg. Ult., 
iv. 314r-344, 

'^The administrador, director, and deputies of the tribunal at Mexico were 
obUged to have more than ten years' experience as practical mîners, Orde-
nanzas de Minería, 6-7, 

" A similar order had been given on November 26, 1602, 'porque no se 
distraygan (the miners) con pleytos, ni hagan largas ausencias,' Recop. Ivd., 
ii, 73, 

*° Appeals only aîming at delay were to be rejected. Courts of appeal 
conld be formed in the mining districts of the highest judicial officer assisted 
by substitutes for deputies. That for Mexico was composed of the director-
general of the tribunal, one ex-member of that body, and an oidor, Bdena, 
Recop., ii, 226-9, A few years later the tribimal de mineria was made the 
court of appeal foraU new Spain. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iu. 96-8; Re-
viUa Oigedo, Inatrtic, 120-1. Other instmctions for the proceeding of the 
tribnnal and the different diputaciones are given in Ordenanzas de Minería, 
31-61, 

^̂  A law of June 18,1629, provided that the abandomnent o£ a mine for a 
term of four years gave any one a right to claim it as a new discovery. The 
Spanish term for filing claims to a miue was denunciar. Montemayor, Svma-
rioa, 204; Recop. de Ind., ii, 69, 

' ' Tbree cUums were to be granted, but none could exceed 200 varas square, 
The dimensions varied according to the inclination of the vein. The first 
labor, to aink a shaft of 4 feet in diameterand 30 in depth, had to be done 
within 90 days af ter filing the claim, The detailB of the ordinance are giver 
in Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., iv, 324-9. 

EtS^ 
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religious corporations entitled to do so, In view of 
the greater efficiency of mining corporations as com-
pared with individuals, their formation was fostered 
by the grant of excepti(mal privileges, but withal the 
interests of the laborers were not overlooked, A 
number of regulations set forth tlieir duties and their 
rights; they should receive equitable pay in coin, or 
in goods at the lowest prices. The diputaciones were 
instructed to protect them against usury or imposi-
tion and see to it that their food be of good quality. 
When imprisoned for debt the laborer could demand 
permission to pay off his obligation by working under 
guard, and to receive a share of his wages for the sup-
port of his family. The prevailing idea in the new 
ordinances was, in fact, to encourage raining opera-
tions by liberal protection. The sharp practice of 
financial agents was checked by limiting the rate of 
interest on advances to five per cent.̂ ^ As the bank 
connected with the tribunal had been created to abol-
ish abuses, minute instructions were issued for the 
management of its funds. The establishment of the 
mining college not being regarded as sufficient to 
awaken interest, the study of mineralogy was further 
stimulated by granting its students honors of nobility, 
and to practical miners certain other privileges.®* 

The paternal policy so characteristic of Spanish 
colonial legislation was displayed in these ordinances. 
Diputaciones were to admonish extravagant rainers, 
and the tribunal at Mexico had the power to appoint 
guardians for thera. In a similar manner the safety 
of Iab(jrcrs was provided for by instructions how to 
effect the ventilation and drainage of raines, and the 

® Contracts were not valid unless drawn up before witnesses, and advances 
affected only the mine for which they had been made, not any other property 
of the owner. Ordenanzas de Minería, I5G-168. 

^* Owners of mines and their assistants could not be imprisoned for debt, 
but the latter, when indebted, were forbidden to leave the district until their 
master had paid the obligations from their salary. An e.-cecution on private 
property could not include a saddle-horsc, one mule, t r n s , and other neces-
sary effects. To old or jooor miners and their descen;'ants, offices should be 
given in preference to other persons. Ordenanzas de Jlt'ncna, 203-9. 
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labor in general. Thus for the first time a check 
was placed on the random system of working mines 
hitherto so customary, although no very important 
innovations appeared. During the two hundred and 
fifty years since the first mines were worked, so little 
progress had been made in working methods that 
Europeans expressed surprise. The hoisting appara-
tus was greatly neglected, and instead of ladders for 
the shafts a series of beams were used about five yards 
in length, placed in pairs in an inclined position and 
provided with wedge-shaped notches to serve for steps, 
ten or eleven inches apart. On this primitive contriv-
ance the carriers would climb for hours^ loaded with 
ore, sometimes three hundred pounds in weight, But 
the greatest defect was the manner of constructing the 
pits and gaUeries, which seldom or never connected, 
greatly increased the cost of transportation,^ and pre-
vented ventilation. Equally deficient were the con-
trivances for draining the mines; pumps were seldom 
or never used,^ the water being brought to the surface 
in large bags of hides attached to the ropes of a wind-
lass moved by horse-power. ' Toward the close of the 
eighteenth century several German miners were sent 
from Spain and distributed over different districts to 
effect improvements. They attempted several inno-
vations, and although successful in some parts they 
failed in others, chiefly owing to the prejudice against 
them. Thé reports concerning their utility were con-
tradictory,®^ and after a few years they returned home, 

Besides the organization of the cuerpo de minería, 
the reduction in the prices of quicksilver, the greater 
hberty granted to commerce, and the discovery of 

*^Humboldt compares them -with Ul-constracted buUdings, wherein an 
adjoining room could be reached only by passing round the whole house. 
EssaÂ Pol., iL 550, 

* Yet in the time of Cortés pumps appear to have been used at Taxco. 
AUtman, Exposicion, 24. 

B7 The intendentes of Guanajuato, Zacatecas, and Oajaca, the diputacion 
of Taxco, and other persons, admitted that some progress had been mJade, but 
the diputaciones of Guanajuato, Sombrerete, and several other places, re-
ported adversely. ReviUa Oigedo, Instntc, 122-6. The expenses attributed 
*o them by the middle of June, 1793, amounted to $403,209, 
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new rich mines, gave a fresh impulse to the mining 
industry, so much so that the increase in production 
after 1778 amounted to more than twenty-five per 
cent,^^ The total annual yield of Mexico in gold and 
silver has been estimated at $1,500,000 for the epoch 
1521-48, at $2,000,000 from 1548 tiU 1600, and at 
$3,000,000 for the following nine decades, aggregating 
$414,500,000, Since that time the statistics of the 
mint of Mexico show a considerable increase of the 
amount yearly coined; from $5,285,581 produced in 
1690, it advanced with slight fluctuation till in 1805 
it reached the maximum of $27,165,888, In the fol-
lowing years it declined to $21,886,500 for 1808, the 
total amount tiU then, from 1690, being $1,496,832,-
112.̂ ^ To this must be added the value of all metal 
wrought into jewelry, and of that which was illegally 
exported without being coined or taxed, The amount, 
frequently overrated, in all probability did not exceed 
one million pesos yearly; and adding this, the average 

*̂ The total value of gold and silver coined in Mexico during the years 
1766 tiU 1778 amounted to $191,589,179, against $252,525,412 for the period 
1779-91. fíumholdt, Es-'iai PoL, u. 577. 

^' Zamora, Bih. Leg. Ult., i. 25-8, followed by Alaman, Hist. MéJ., i. 
app. 13-17. Their statements for the period of 1690 to 1803 give the total 
coinage of gold and silver a t $1,373,939,000, whilst Humboldt places it at 
$1,353,452,020. Essaí PoL, ii. 578. The aggregate yield of sUver from 1690 
till 1800, was of 149,350,721 marks, whereas the annual average at the close 
of the eighteenth century was 7,000 marks gold and 2,500,000 marks sUver, 
worth about $22,000,000. Id., 576-9. The following table shows the produc-
tion from 1690 tiU 1808, by decades: 

1690-99 

1700-09 

1710-19 

1720-29 

1730-39 

1740-49 

Ámount in Pesoa. 

43,971,340 

51,933,145 

65,828,482 

84,151,727 

93,677,484 

108,124,854 

1750-^9 

1760-69 

1770-79 

1780-89 

1790-99 

1800-08 

Âmount in Pesos. 

130,219,836 

119,556,109 

174,772,560 

193,403,561 

231,080,280 

200,112,734 

I 
Total yield $1,496,8.32,112 

The statistics given by Zamora, Bib. Leg. UlL, i. 25-8, which have served 
as a base, contain evidently information from official sources, some of which 
have not been seen by Humboldt. 
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annual produce in the beginning of the century may 
be placed at 23,000,000 pesos,^ 

The revenue derived by the crown from this flood 
of wealth amounted to about sixteen per cent on silver, 
and nineteen on gold admixtures.^* During a term of 
twenty-five years, comprising part of the most flour-
ishing mining period, from 1765 to 1789, the total 
revenue, according to official statements, amounted to 
$43,641,469.^^ The district of Guanajuato alone paid 
from 1760 tiU 1780, more than $13,000,000, and dur-
ing the whole eighteenth century about $41,000,000. 
There is no doubt, however, that a wiser policy on the 
part of the crown, especially if initiated at an earlier 
period, would have produced a stiU better result, 
Before reformations were firmly established, polit-
ical convulsions came to neutralize their influence, 
and reluctant admission had to be given to foreign 
capital to effect that for which Mexico felt herself 
unequal, as I shaU have occasion to explain in a later 
volume. 

'"Revilla Gigedo asserts that but a small amount of metal failed to pass 
through the mint, but he would hardly have cared to disclose a high figure 
had it been known to him, Instruc, 118. 

" Besides the tenth, one per cent was charged, and the derecho de mone-
dage y senoreag'e, of 3 2-5 reales for every mark of sUver. The duty on pure 
gold was reduced to 3 per cent by royal cédula of March 1, 1777, Fonseca 
and Urr^ía, Hist. Real Hac, i. 39, 

•* In 1777 alone it was $1,636,577, Vireyes, Instrttc, MS,, série i, pt. iv. 

Numerous as are the authorities consulted by me for this chapter, not oue 
among them affords a complete •view of the development of the mining in-
dustry, althongh the voluminous matterin Humboldtandotherwriters might 
lead one to expect a more thorough result. Here, as ín many other places, I 
have had UteraUy to grope my way in search of long-hidden material ere 
I could apply the refining process. One of the most valuable aids for the 
task which covers not only a special subject, but between Unes gives 
many items of mining history, is the compilation of laws, published in 1783, 
and repeatedly quoted, the Real.es Ordenanzas.. .de la Minería, Madrid, 
1783, pp, 214, of which I possess an official copy with the rúbrica of the min-
ister Josef de Galvez, besides such modem editions as that of Paris, 1870, 
pp, 335, xlvui, I t is indeed remarkable not only for contents, but for style, 
differing as it does from the verboseness so common to Spanish writings. The 
language in the petition of the mining body has a clear business ring, and 
conveys the impression of men animated by stanch energy, patriotism, and 
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far-seeing prudence; and the same spirit seems to pervade the laws annexed, 
which savor of mature deliberation. I t is to be regretted that this impor-
tant collection has met with so little attention from Humboldt. In his Essai 
Politique, uearly 200 pages are devoted to the description of the mines in Xew 
Spain, chiefly of sections, and to statistical material, while the history of min-
ing receives comparatively little attention. The view taken by this scien-
tist refers rather to its condition at the time of his visit, and even the recently 
cstablished code of laws did not elicit from him any special comments. This 
leaves another void in the mass of information furnished by him, yet its value 
is imdoubted. Subsequent writers have nearly all followed his steps, and it 
Avould be impossible to write the mining history of New Spain without con-
sulting the statistics which form the chief fmit of his researches. 

The want of a commentary on the mining ordinances was early recognized 
by the able Mexican mineralogist, Joaquin Velazquez de Leon, and supplied by 
him in the Comentarios de las Ordenanzas de Minería, MS., pp. 62. They by 
uo means exhaust tlie subject, and cover only special points, but they have 
an additional interest Ln coming from the pen of a man who took active part 
in tlie compilation of the code, and whose ability gave him a right to inter-
pret not only the letter but the spirit thereof. Among other authors who 
have thrown some Ught on the mining industry of New Spain are Fonseca 
and Urrutia, who in their fíistoria General de Recd Hacienda, i. 5-44, 297-
387, iii. 6-140, iv. 521-636, v. 43-57, give much information, together with 
copies of official documents which in many cases are unattainable to foreign-
ers. The value of the work is, however, much impaired by a deficient 
aiiangement and their method of handlLng the bulky material at their dis-
posal. Of modern •writers, Alaman ranks prominent, less on account of the 
extent of his information, than for the reliable statements which he presents 
in different parts of his Disertaciones and Historia de Mcjico. His ability has 
been acknowledged by Ward, who, in his Mexico in 1827, several times con-
fesses his indebtedness to Alaman in no stinted terms. Ward admits also to have 
largcly drawn from Humboldt, but his work dwells chiefly on the condition of 
Mexican mines after the Independence, and belongs therefore more properly 
to that period. This applies also to Burkart, Aufenthalt und Reisen in Mcx-
ico, Stuttgart , 1836, 2 vols, pp. 392, 286, with maps and cuts. This author waa 
a t different times manager of the mines of Tlalpujagua and Bola os, and the 
ample opportuuity thus offered him to make investigations, united with his 
professional knowledge, has been freely exercised with good result. I sliall 
have occasion to speak of him again as well as of Duport, whose Mctaux 
Précieux, Paris, 1843, pp. xiu. 429, 'with cuts and maps, corresponds with 
about the same period. 

In addition to these a number of treatises exist, bearing on special sub-
jects, one of the oldest being the Providencias .iobre Azogues, 44 folios, a man-
uscript coetaneous copy on stamped paper of the regulations and orders issued 
from 1670 till 1673 by Viceroy Mancera, for the distribution of quicksilver to 
the miners. The influence of that metal on the mining industry of Xew 
Spain and the opportunies for raising or lowering its price gave repeatedly 
occasion for troublesome questions. Instances of these disputes are found in 
(Jompendiosa Demostrac'ion, Mexico, 1743, pp. 178, and Segunda DenwUra-

I 
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don, MS,, the same place and year, pp, 616, by Joseph Antonio Fabri, gen-
eral mining attomey, Both works aim at a rednction of the prices for quick-
rilver, and give a descriptîon of the methods employed for the extraction of 
ores, and are essentiaUy directed against the Resjpuesta of Joseph Antonio de 
ViUa-Se or y Sanchez, Mexico, 1742, pp, 136, The latter writer, so well 
known throngh his voluminous Theatro of New Spain, opposes as one of the 
chief officials of the quicksilver department any reduction in the price, and 
adduces in support the judgments rendered by several of the district tri-
bunals, Of a later date is Joseph Garcés y Eguia's Nueva Teôrica y Prác-
tica, Mexico, 1802, pp. 168, a work written by order of the crown to diffuse 
a knowledge of anialgamation and smelting processes. A specimen of another 
class of material is the Descripcion de la Serrania de Zacatecas, Mexico, 1834, 
pp. 39, by C. de Berghes, which gives a detailed description of the mining 
region of Zacatecas, containing many historical and statistical items, part of 
which belongs to the period after the Independence, 

Authorities of more or less value, consulted in the preceding chapter: 
Pttga, CeduUirio, 11-12, 21, 43, 79; Ordmea de la Cortína, MS,, iu, 96-8; iv. 
163; Reales Cédukts, MS., i. 32, 38-9; u. 51; Gedulario, MS., ui. 61-2; iv, 
42; Azanza, Ynstrucdon, MS., 70-1, 82-7, 122-6; Leyes Varias Anot., MS., 
123-7; Providendas sobre Azogues, MS., passim; Recop. de Ind., i. 218; u. 
68-87, 94, 446-8, 493-4, 577; ui. 131-2; ReviUa Oigedo, Banco, passim; Ban-
dos, nos 45, 51; Instmccion, MS., i. 365-552; ii. 1-391; Lassaga, Representa-
don, passim; Ordenanzas de Miner'Ui (ed. Madrid, 1783), passim; Id. (ed. 
Paris, 1870), passim; Velazquez, Comentaríos, MS., passim; Cuevas, Informe, 
passim; Gamboa's Gommentaries, i. iL, passim; Fabri, Compend., passim; 
Id., Segunda Demostracion, MS., i. et seq.; Garces y Eguia, Nueva Tetírica, 
passim; Berghes, Decrip., i. et seq.; Lombardt, Informe, passim; Humboldt 
Essai PoL, i. 73-4, 127, 202, 237, 288; u. 488 et seq.; Id., Life and Travels, 
275-88; Id., New Spain, iu. 104-454; iv. 279-81, 356-72; Id., Tabla Estad., 
MS., 54r-65; Id., Versuch, iv., passim; Akiman, DiserL, L 177-8; ii. 73-8; 
Id., HisL Méj., i. 23-4, 43-4, 60-4, 99-102,144; iu. 39-48; v. 32-4; Burkari, 
Reisen, i. u,, passim; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MS., 112; Vireyes de Méx., 
MS., 2; Montemayor, Svmarios, 55-8, 205-7; Torquemada, i. 336-7; Vetan-
cvrt, Teairo Mex., 8-24; ViUa Seiíor y Sanchez, Respuesta, passim; Id., i. 
23-6, 38-41; u. 267-8; Disposidones Varias, 28-31; Burgoa, Geog. Descrip. 
Oajaca, ii. 226; Medina Chrôn. S. Diego, 250-3; Caik, Mem. y NoL, 49; Pa-
cAeco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, ii. 209; ui. 487-8, 530-3; vi. 487-8; xiu. 218-19, 
259; CondUos Prov., MS., 227; Icazbaiceta, Col. Doc, i. 502-3; CoL Doc 
Inéd., xxi. 532-4; Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 1-7; Cartas de Indias, 340, 876; 
Beaumont, Crtín. Mich., iU. 299, 544-6; iv. 475-82; v. 71-98; Bekna, Recop., 
L 106-9, 311-12; ii. 212-96; Pinart, Doc Sonora, MS., 16-22; Fonseca and 
Urmtia, Reai Hac, i. 5-44, 297-387; iiL 6-140, 521-636; v. 433-57; Doc 
HisL Mex., série i, tom. i. 34-5, 427, 499; Id., série ii. tom. iv. 196, 210-12, 
272-4, 301-3, 343-5; Oaivez, Informe, 63-77; Arkgui, HisL Chron. Zac, 132 
et séq.; Ward's Mex., u. 12-58,145-8, 160-2, 320-9, 373-97, 464-548, 612-18; 
Arévaio, Compend., 71-9, 95-6, 110, 119-20; Caskkizo, Manifiesto, 1-63; (hiijo, 
Diarw, 34-^, 427, 499; Temaux-Compam, Voy., série iL tom. v. 178-9, 223, 
327; Lad, Am. DescrípL, 288; Galvan, Ordenanzas, 43-7; Michoctcan, Prov. 
S. Nîcolas, 95, 107; Peraita, Not. HisL, 177-8; Oovzales, CoL N. Leon, 72-8; 
Rivera, Diario, 4; Mina de S. NicoUts, 27-36; Soc Mex. Oeog., Boktin, ii. 
18-22, 32-3, 40-1; vii. 307, 313; ix. 89, 94, 101; xi. 267; Id., 2da ép. iu. 25; 
iv. 389; Romero, Mich., 158, 165; Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 68,105; u. 138-9, 145, 
164, 171; iu. 22-3; Prescott's Mex., iii, 332; Arroniz, Biog. Mex., 309-11; 
Id., Hist. y Cron., 139-40, 153; EskUUi, xxvii. 15, 212-14, 221-4, 232-3; 
BerUmdier, Diar. Viaj., 45-50; Castilh, Mem. Azogue, 29, 78-84; Busta-
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mank, Cuadro HisL, iv. 68-76; Id., Voz de la Patría, v. 66-8; Pap. 
Var., xxxvi. 75-0; cL 63, passim; cxiv. 27-35; Alzate, Diarío, 18-21, 53-6, 
118-23, 197-208; Id., Gacetas, i. 206-8; ii. G7-8, 177-9, 380-2; iu. 7-21, 311-
16, 319-21, 433-5; Beltrami, Mex., i. 260; Cortes, Diar. Ofic, x. 278; Gctc 
Mex., L 9 et seq.; u. 11, passim; iu. 125, 209, 245, 319, 383; iv. 9, 65, 218, 
249, 345-6; v. 6, 57, 217-18, 271; vL 317, 442-3, 534; viiL 51 et seq.; ix. 
461; X. 76, 211-15; xL 192; xu. 73-5; xv. 331-2. 543-5; Diario Mex., iL 56, 
84; iv. 175, passim; v. 117-18; vL 69-71; vu. 226 et seq.; ix. 452, 486; x. 16; 
Campillo, Niievo Sistema, 155-71; Rivera, Gohernantes, '234, 246,249; Mut/er's 
Mex. Aztec, i. 235, 238, 249; u. 95-6; WiIUe, NoL fíac, 2-3, 19-23; Com-
paniade Minas, passim; Alegre, Pohlana, 75-6; Wapp, Mex., 68-76; Album 
Mex., i. 354, 451; Ccdvo, Annales fíist., i. pp. xxix.-xxx.; Gcdlo, Hombres 
Hustres, u. 227-30; Alvarez, Estudios Ilist., 374-83, 424-5, 447-86; Zamacois, 
Ilist. MéJ., iv. 560; v. 21-2, 245-6; 457, 479-83, 550 et seq.; vii. 20; viii. 
504-7, 755-6; x. 1317-18; xL 3-6; Almauac Calend. Gulvan, 1841, 3-10; 
Fossey's Mex., 301-2; Lafond, Voy., i. 163-4; Zamora, Bib. Leg., iv. 313-
48; V. 318-19; Dicc Univ., iL 370-4; ui. 177-8; v. 343-60, 409-10; vi. 829-
34; L . 342, 393-4; x. 36, 105, 326-7, 781-4, 798-804, 10.32^; CamjibclVs 
Span. Amer., 114; Anderson's Commerce, ii. 139; Id., SHver Countrtj, 29-78; 
Jacob's Hist. Enquiry, ii. 123-4, 145-54; Id., Precious Met'ils, iL 48-9, 59, 
152-3; Conder's Mex. and GuaL, 32-3; 165; Andrew's Illus. of W. Ind., 63; 
Garey and Lea's fíist. Am., 338; Rockwell's Span. and Mex. Law, 1-110; 
653-63; Blomfidd's View, u. 632-3; ArriUaga, Informe, 9; Stricker, B'iblio-
thek, 85-7; Winterbotham's Hist. U. S., iv. 84-5. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

AGKICULTURE AND MANUFACTDRES. 

1521-1803. 

Âsmsa LAND S^raTEn—SPAHISH POLICY AND iNixtrBNtJB—COBTÍS AS A 

FABMEB—MAIZE—^MAGTTEY AND ITS MANIFOLD USE—CACAO AND V A N -

njiA—^INTBODUCTION OF STJOAB-CANE AND WHBAT—^FEBTILITT OF THB 

SOXTTHEBN PBO"VINCES—PLANTAINS—COLTCEB OF SlLK, VlNB, AND 

OLTVES—^TOBACCO AND ITS MONOPOLT—STOCK-BAISING—^WOOLLEN, COT-

TON, AND LlNBN M A N U F A C T U B E S — P B O D U C T I O N OF S P I B I T U O U S L I Q U O B S — 

MlNOB PBODUCTS—FlSHEBIES AND PEABLS—AZTECS AS A B T I S A N S — 

F E A T H E B - W O B K A N D JEWELBT—OppBESsrvE CoLONiAL PoLiCT—^INDUS-

TBIES AT THB CLOSB OF T H E CBNTUBT—BlBLIOGBAPHICAL. 

O P all the native American nations the Aztecs had 
for centuries held the most prominent position, and 
their advancement was surprising to the Spaniards, 
who, instead of encountering a nation of barbarians, 
were faced by a people to whom they could not deny 
a great degree of culture. Their large cities, their 
skUl as artisans, their well tiUed fields, all gave evi-
dence of a civilization quite unexpected by the Cas-
tilians. When Cortés and his followers advanced 
from the coast regions to the capital, the country that 
they traversed was a fair specimen of what human 
energy could accomplish on a soil bountifuUy gifted 
by nature. StiU it was in southern regions where the 
inhabitants displayed most incHnation for husbandry, 
those of Jalisco and the northern territory being 
more employed in the chase, and in some places in 
manufactures and other industries. This lavorable 
condition of affairs was due to just and wise laws, and 
to the fact that the greater share of the land belonged 
to the crown and to the nobility, a circumstance 
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which .stamped farming as an occupation not unworthy 
of raen of the highest rank. The remainder of the 
ground belonged to the temples and the different 
tribes, and was worked in accordance with strict 
regulations. These not only set forth the inaliena-
bility of the land given to communities for the benefit 
of their membcrs, but provided that every one of the 
lattcr should receive a lot of such extent and quality 
as his necessities and rank entitled him to. Posses-
sion was subject to liberal conditions, and although 
given only temporarily, it could, through prudent 
conduct on part of the holder, be transmitted to his 
heirs. Thus a peculiar system was created, which for 
wisdom challenges comparison with the best araong 
old-w^orld institutions. And while land belonging 
exclusively to communities could not pass into other 
hands, full scope was given to the industrious mem-
ber to iraprove his share, and draw the greatest possi-
ble advantage froin his labor.-^ 

I t w ould have been prudent and beneficial for the 
Spaniards to maintain in force so admirable a system, 
and it would certainly have been jus t to do so. Cor-
tcs did indeed allow certain forms of native govern-
incnt to remain, but this policy was not observed in 
the distribution of land. The greater number of con-
querors disliked the humble sphere and toil of a farmer, 
and preferred the possession of an encomienda, wdiere 
they might play sqvereignty and king-craft a littlc on 
thcir own account. Fertile as the soil might be, it 
had little attraction if the}^ were to till it by their own 
labor, and thus agriculture in the early times after 
the conquest was carried on only where the work could 
be done by slave labor. B u t Cortés on his first stay 
in Mexico, when a guest of Montezuma, had sent ex-
])l()ring expeditions in a southerly direction, with or-
dcr.s to cstablish plantations of maize and cacao, and 
was not inclined to leave undeveloped the resources 

' For details conceming the various systems in force before the conquest, 
l:[ I refer to my Xative Races, i. 625, 652-3; u. 223-30, 342-50, 445; iv. 429-31. 
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of a territory which, situated between the fifteenth 
and thirty-third degrees of latitude, possessed such 
variety of climate that nearly all the food plants known 
in Europe could be raised there. Something was 
also gained when he issued his celebrated ordinances 
of 1524, and caused the introduction of foreign grains, 
plants, and live-stock.^ 

Although the southem provinces were far more 
fertile than the northern, agriculture gradually pro-
gressed in the latter, stimulated by the mineral wealth, 
which gave new impulse to population. The hold 
once gained by the settler was in most cases main-
tained, although the mines which created it were 
abandoned. A certain influence was exercised by the 
clergy, from whose orchards and gardens new plants 
were distributed over other parts of the country. 

The crown also displayed some interest; old laws 
were remodelled; new ones framed in quick succession; 
and the representatives of the government in the col-
onies urged to encourage the cultivation of the soil. 
Settlers in new districts were entitled to land accord-
ing to rank, being obliged to build houses, plant their 
ground within a certain time, and possess a certain 
quantity of stock.^ The right of property was not 
acquired tUl after a residence of four years, when the 
owner might sell it, though not to a church or convent. 
Nor was he allowed to hold within the same term two 
grants in different settlements. The distribution was 
made by the viceroy or the governor, with assistance 
of the city council,* the regidores being entitled to 

'See Hid. Mex., iL 132-4, this series. 
' ' Haciendo distincion enlxe escuderos y peones y los que fueren de ménos 

grado y merecimiento.' The dímensions to be granted were either peonías or 
eabailerías. The former comprised a ground-plot 50 feet wide by 100 in 
length, sufficient land to sow 100 fauegas of wheat or barley, and ten of 
maize, two patchés of terrain for orchards, eight for other trees requiring dry 
ground, and pasture land for ten breeding sows, 20 cows, five mares, 100 sheep, 
and 20 goats, A caballería included a buUdÍDg lot of 100 by 200 feet, and 
the other grants were five times the size of that of a peonía, Good and infe-
rior land was to be distributed in just proportion. Recop. Ind., ii. 39. 

*Recop. de Ivd., ií. 40-1; where døtaUed ordinances may be fonnd as to 
the manner of making applications. 

I 
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preference, but in all cases the rights of the Indians 
were to be respected. 

These regulations were gradually disregarded, and 
fifty years after the first grants had been made, quite 
a number of persons had appropriated extensive tracts 
belonging to the crown. To put a stop to such abuses 
a law of November 20, 1578,^ ordered all holders of 
land to exhibit their titles, and all taken in excess 
to revert to the king. In later years, however, the 
temporary owners were permitted to obtain posses-
sion by paying a small amount into the royal treasury, 
and the restitution of land became obligatory only 
Avhen it had been the property of Indians.^ Land 
occupied or improved by them could not be sold to 
another person; nor were cattle allowed to stray there; 
and one square league of common was assigned to 
cach village so that there might be sufficient space 
for the grazing of stock. 

In addition to the laws defining the rights of the 
native population, there existed minute regulations 
for the organization of all new settlements. Besides 
the tracts appropriated to the first settlers, others 
wcre given as propios, or property of the communit}', 
wliile still others were assigned as ejidos, or common 
lands for the benefit of the inhabitants.^ In 1536 
orders were issued providing for irrigation, and soon 
afterward encomenderos were directed to plant trees, 
so as to prevent scarcity of fuel. But unfortunately 
this latter measure was rendered inoperative by an 
order issued in 1541 that the forests should be free 
to all for common use; and still later the native pop-
ulation was allowed to cut wood, almost without 
restriction. This gave rise to such a wholesale de-
struction of the forests that toward the close of the 

^lt was repeated in 1589 and 1591. Id., 42. 
*In 1681 even the compensation in money was dispensed with, and hold-

ers allowed undisturbed possession. Id., 43. 
' The ejidos were to be situated at sufficient distance so as not to impede 

the growth of the settlement. Recop. de Ind., ii. 22. For other laws regu-
lating new settlements, see //i.sí. Cent. A'm., i. 496 et seq., this series. 
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eighteenth century Viceroy ReviIIa Gigedo considered 
it necessary to dictate measures to remedy the evil. 

The most important agricultural product of New 
Spain was maize, which both to the Aztecs and the 
Spaniards was the principal article of food, as some 
time elapsed before the cultivation of European cereals 
became general. A failure of this crop was generally 
equivalent to a famine, as the inhabitants seldom ac-
cumulated sufficient supplies in granaries.® In the 
southern provinces the average yield was a hundred 
and fifty fold, and, under very favorable conditions, as 
much as eight hundred fold.^ The plant was used for 
a great variety of purposes, and furnished food for 
animals as well as men. From it was manufactured 
the liquor caUed chicha; the stalks were extensively 
used to make sugar, while the leaves served as wrap-
pers for cigarettes. Although an important factor in 
the internal trade of New Spain, no early statistics 
have appeared as to the total yield of the country. 
In the beginning of the present century it was esti-
mated at 17,000,000 fanegas. 

Nearly as indispensable to the Mexicans as Indian 
corn was the maguey, or agave Americana.^" I t s 
cultivation dated from very ancient/£imes, and the 
esteem in which the plant was held is not to be won-
dered at when we consider the variety of purposes 
for which it was used, and that it could be raised 
with so little labor and on so small an area of fertile 
ground. To the Indian it not only gave food, but 
its leaves covered his hut, and cloth was woven from 
its fibres; its medicinal qualities were highly valued, 
and its juice was his favorite beverage, being known 

"The AztecB, however, tiossesBed granaries, See Native Races, u, 347-
50, where also many details about the cultivation of maize in aborîginal 
timeB may be fonnd. 

•Humboldt aays that at New VaUadoUd a jield •varying from 130 to 160 
fold was oonsidered as a bad crop. Essai Pol., u. 374, 

">The Aztec name of the pl^t , metl, was after the conquest changed to 
that of magttey, which, according to Motolinia, the Spaniards brought from 
the AntiUes. HisL Ind., 243. 
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'1 

to the xVztecs by the narae of ocfli, but under the 
rule of the Spaniards the name was replaced by that 
oîpvlquc,^^ which to this day forms the favorite drink 
of the lower classes. Only some of the raau}^ kinds 
of maguey in New Spain were used for the manu-
facture of pulque, which was made from the plant 
when about ten years old, On approaching the time 
of blossoming the heart of the plant was cut out, 
after which the cavity gradually began to fill with 
the juice, This was removed two or three tinies 
evcry da}^ as long as sap continued to flow—generally 
for four months^^—and the average yield amounted 
to about one hundred and twenty gallons for every 
plant. I n an earthen vessel, or more often in a skin, 
it was then exposed to fermentation, which begins 
after thirty-two to thirty-six hours, though this pro-
cess is often effected within several hours by adding 
some well fermented pulque. According to the care 
and skill used in its manufacture there are different 
qualities of this liquor, but nearly always it is repulsive 
to the unaccustomed palate,-^^ though it possesses, when 
pure, good wholesome properties. Adulteration, how-
evcr, was practised even before the conquest, and was 
continued under the Spanish rule, although prohibited, 
especially if its intoxicating qualities were increased 
thereby.^* 

Oecasionally the sale of pulque was entirely forbid-
den,^" as after the riot in Mexico in 1692; but later the 
prohibition was reraoved, as before narrated, owing 
perhaps in part to the decrease of revenue which it 

" Pul'jue, or pulcii, is a word of Chilian origin, according to Clavigero, 
who adds that it is difficult to explain how it was transmitted to Mexico. 
SforirL Mess., iL 221. 

'•' The flow of sap sometimes lasts only a few weeks; occasionally, how-
ever, as long as six months. Paijno, Memoria sohre el Magwjj, 50. 

•̂' Especially on account of its smell, which, as some presume, may be 
caused by the skin vesscls used in fermentation and transport. 

'* By cédula of August 24, 1529, Puga, ('< J'iíurio, 70, and repeated subse-
quently in other laws. Recop. de Ind., ii. lít" et seq. 

^̂  The viceroy on that occasion asked the opinion of the professors of the 
university whether its use sliould be abolished. The faculty recommended 
snch a measure. Informe que la Real Univer-Jidad hase, 1-17, Mexico, 1IÍ02, 
a curious document full of Latin quotations and written in a confused style. 
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entailed. I n accordance with the usual policy, the 
sale of an article of such extensive consumption had 
been monopolized, the government granting to one in-
dividual the exclusive right to sell pulque to the thirty-
six establishments allowed in the city of Mexico for 
that purpose. The amount paid for it almost doubled 
between 1669 and 1763,** but this by no means indi-
eates the real extent of the consumption, for during 
the eighteenth century the fraudulent manufacture 
of pulque and otherbeverages, chiefly adulterated with 
unwholesome roots, assumed great dimensions, A 
number of cédulas and orders were issued both in 
Spain and Mexico to suppress the abuses,*^ but with 
so little result that, in 1763, the contract was not 
renewed, the government taking charge of its sale, 
and ten years later, the net profits derived therefrom 
exceeded 930,000 pesos annually,*^ 

Of Aztec origin, like the pulque, is the sugar made 
of the sap of the maguey by condensation;*® but its 
manufacture decreased after the introduction of the 
sugar-cane. In the second half of the eighteenth 
century the juice was also more freely employed in the 
distiUation of a brandy caUed mescal.^ This branch, 
however, was little developed, owing to the efforts of 
the Spanish government to protect the industry of the 
mother country. Medicinal properties have also been 
attributed to the plant,''* but it does not appear to 
have come into general use for this purpose. In their 

"In 1669 it was $66,000 against $128,500 in 1763. î bwscca and Urrvtía, 
Hist. Real. Hac, iiL 344,422. Mancera, in Instrticc Vireyes, 298, indicates 
that the amonnt in 1671 and 1672 was ^2,850 annuaUy. 

" In 1755 a special justice was appointed for that purpose, Ordenes de kt 
Corána, MS., i, 50-9, and in 1760 it was even under consideration to place 
the matter in charge of the acordada, Recdes Cédtdas, MS., L 76-7, See 
also ôrdenes de Ut Corona, MS., L 64r-5, 67-8; ReviUa Oigedo, Reai Céduia of 
1753, 1-32, 1-39. 

"Tables with details are given in Fonseca and Urrvtia, Hist. Reai Hac , 
iiL 423-4; they differ essentiaJly from those given by Payno. Memoria sobre 
d Magvey, 94^7. 

1* < Sacan de este Ucor xmos panes peqne os de azúcar,' thongh not as white 
nor sweet as that of sngar-cane, MotoUnia, Hist. Ind., 244. 

**In 1792 the dnties derived from mezcal amounted to over $24,000. 
Qtmpo, 109-10. 

**See HwmboUU, Esaai PoL, h. 422; Payno, Memoriaaobre. d Maguey, 40-7. 
Hr r. Mxx., Voi,. m, 39 
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natural state the leaves served for roofing, while the 
fibres were manufactured into cloth, cords, slings, san-
dals, and paper, 

Other products, unknown to the Spaniards on their 
arrival, were the cacao and the vanilla, the first of 
of them being made into a favorite beverage^^ of the 
Aztecs under the name of chocolatl, the modern choco-
late. I t was chiefly grown in tjhe regions south and 
south-east of Mexico, but its cultivation decreased 
gradually, and the want was mainly supplied, as at 
present, by importation from other countries. The 
vanilla, however, was for a number of years alraost 
exclusively obtained from New Spain, where its cul-
tivation was confined to the intendencias of Vera 
Cruz and Oajaca.^^ 

Itwas onlynatural that the Spaniards afterestablish-
ing their dominion in New Spain should make efforts to 
raise also those plants to which they had been accus-
tomed in the old world and in the ÁntiIIes. Among 
such new introductions was the sugar-cane, of which 
Cortcs himself established two plantations at Izcal-
pan.^* Others arose simultaneously or in quick suc-
cession, and in 1553 sugar formed an article of expor-
tation to Spain and Peru. The cultivation centred 
in the intendencias of Guanajuato, Guadalajara, Va-
Iladolid, Puebla, Mexico, and Vera Cruz, but on the 
coast this industry was of little importance. Encour-
aged by the crown on different occasions,^^ and espe-
cially by a reduction of the tithes to four per cent, a 
more effectual impulse was given toward the close of 
the eiglitccnth century by the failure of the crops in 
other countries, and the uprising of the negroes at 
Santo Domingo. Nevertheless the production in-
creased less than might have been expected, and after 

^^See Xafice Races, u. 359-60, this series. 
^For detaUs about the production of cacao and vanilla, see Humholdt, 

Essai PoL, u. 435-43; Alzate, Diario, 26-9. 
^*Memorial in Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, xiL 279. See also, 

Ternaux-Ccjmjiuns, Voy., série i. tom. x. 320, 333; Cortés, Escritos SudU>s, 37S. 
25Amcng others by a law of February 27, 1796, aUowLag the free establish-

.ment of sugar refineries. Disposicioncs Varias, i. 100. 
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supplying the home consumption there remained in 
1803 only 125,000 quintals for export, The restric-
tion on the sale of liquors made from maguey was 
applied also to those manufactured from sugar, the 
most common of which was generally known as aguar-
diente. The prohibitions could not, however, be effect-
ually carried out, and when investigation had revealed 
the comparatively limited consumption of the article 
introduced from Spain, its free manufacture was 
allowed in 1796 under certain regulations,'"^* 

Of European cereals only wheat was raised to any 
extent,'^^ and although in different parts of the cordi-
Uera the climate was extremely propitious, the want of 
moisture, which could be supplied only by irrigation, 
would frequently check its cultivation. This defect 
was at an early time recognized by the crown, and in 
1612 an order was issued that no cattle should be 
allowed on irrigated land suitable for raising wheat.^ 
Notwithstanding this drawback the yield exceeded 
the average returns obtained in Europe, being in some 
instances as high as seventy or eighty fold,^ 

One of the different kinds, cultivated chiefly in the 
neighborhood of Puebla and called trigo hlanquillo,^ 
was remarkable for its abundant yield. For some un-
known reason the medical board declared it to be in-
jurious. to the health, and a decree of the viceroy and 
audiencia, of May 4, 1677, ordered the consumption of 
the stock on hand within a limited time, and forbade 
its cultivation under severe penalties,^* During sev-
eral years the order was in force, but when a famine 

' 'The -viceiw's edict was of December 9, 1796, Disposkîones Varias, i. 
102, iu, 84-96; Cedtdarip, MS,, uL 169-76, Cédulas bearing on the pTohibi-
tion had been issued August 6, 1747, July 15, 1749, and March 24, 1753, 
Ordenes de Ui Corona, MS., i. 45-60; Redles Céduhs, MS., ii. 223-4. 

" For an account of its introduction, see Hist. Mex., u. 132-3, this series. 
" I n 1624 the law was repealed. Recop. de Ivd., u. 42, Other laws also 

íostering the cultivation of wheat are given in CeduUtrio, MS., ui. 63; Inten-
dentes, Reai Ordenanzo^ 73-4. 

"The average yield in New Spain was 25 to 30 fold, HumboUit, Essai PoL, 
iL 385-6. 

'° LiteFaUy meaning white wheat, 
" Montemayor, Autoa, 60-1; Siguenza y Otíngora, Carta, MS., 38. 

m 
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threatened Mexico, Viceroy Galve revoked it in 1692, 
and after tha t time it was again cultivated, I t is im-
possible to forni reliable estimates of the total ainount 
of wheat or flour produced and consumed, both on ac-
count of the lack of statistics and the mixed charac-
ter of the population, a great part of which lived ex-
clusively upon maize, 

During the first half of the sixteenth century one 
of the chief articles of food was the plantain, though 
there is no cvidence in support of Humboldt 's con-
jecture that certain species of the Musa Paradisaica 
are indigenous to America,^^ After its introduction 
from the East Indies, its rapid growth and the variety 
of purposes for which it could be used brought i t into 
general favor throughout New Spain, To this day it 
forms a staple article of food throughout tropical 
America, while its juice, when fermented, affords a 
palatable drink. The. dried and powdered fruit re-
sembles the arrow root; the leaves of young plants 
were used for medicinal purpos'es, while the fibres 
were made into textile fabrics, those of the outer stem 
in certain varietics being strong enough for the man-
ufacture of cordage, while from the inner fibres a gar-
ment can be made light enough to be contained in the 
hollow of the hand. 

In addition to these products early experiments 
were macle in the cultivation of silk, olives, and the 
grape, all of wliich were encouraged by Cortés, who 
had himself plantations of i'nulberry-trees at Yauhte-
pec, Tetecla, and other places.^^ A t first sericulture 
made fair progress,^* but subsequently the corapetition 
arising from the Manila trade, and the partiality in 
favor of the product of Spanish looms, caused the 
plantations and factories, which w^ere chiefly in Puebla 

'^^EssaiPoL,ii. 350-62. 
^ Some authors, following Herrera, attribute the introductiou of the silk-

worm to the oidor Delgadillo, but it was more probably due to Cortés. See 
Ahiman, Ditert., i. 263-4, Ist app. 28; ii. 67-S. 

3* A law of 1548 allowed all the inhabitants in the district of Puebla to 
apply themselves to this industry without any restriction. Recop. de It L, iL 
108. 
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and Oajaca,^ to be neglected, In 1790, under the 
rule of the second Revilla Gigedo, great interest was 
taken in this branch of industry, and printed instruc-
tions were sént to persons engaged in silk culture, 
but the result was insignificant and of little practical 
value, as were the later efforts made by Hidalgo in 
the beginning of this century, 

The cultivation of olives and the vine labored un-
der severe restrictions. Admirably adapted as both 
soil and climate were for both purposes, the few plan-
tations of olives were merely allowed to exist because 
they belonged to pious or charitable establishments,^® 
while as to the vine, the viceroys were repeatedly in-
structed not to permit the planting of new cuttings, nor 
even the replacing of vines in decay,'^ Wine could 
only be made on condition of paying taxes to the crown, 
and it was not till 1796 that a more liberal policy in 
this respect was adopted, 

The cultivation and manufacture of tobacco, the 
yetl of the Aztecs,^ the use of which soon became 
common among the Spaniards, was not seriously 
restricted for nearly two centuries and a half after the 
conquest, though as early as 1642 a suggestion had 
been made to include this article in the list of mo-
nopolies.^ In 1764, however, the crown appropriated 
the right to the inanufacture and sale of the different 
preparations of tobacco. A t the same time, to prevent 
contrabands and frauds, its cultivation was confined 
to the districts of Orizaba, Côrdoba, Huatusco, and 
Zongolica, being forbidden in all other places*' under 

'* From Mizteca in Oajaca there came also an inferior class of silk, which 
was already knofvn to the Aztecs before the Spaniards introduced the genuine 
Bilk-worm, 

**Most of them were the property of convents or churches; the best of all 
belonged to the archbishop of Mexico «nd was at Tacubaya, AUiman, Mej., 
iii. 31, and yielded yearly 200 arrobas of oil. Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 416. 

''' ThÍB was forbidden as early as 1595. Recop. de Ind., ii. 60-1. 
"̂  For mention of the use of tobacco among the Aztecs see' Native Races, 

ii. 287-8, this series, 
" B y Palafox in his instructions to Viceroy Salvatierra. Morfi, CoL Doc, 

MS,. 19. 
^ l n the northem states the monopoly created apparently no particulai 

discontent. See Doc. Hist. Mex., ser. iv. tom i. 195-200. 

mk 
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severe penalties, and special officers were selected 
to enforce these regulations, The product was pur-
chased by the government at a stipulated price,*^ as 
a rule low enough to make its growth almost un-
profitable, and then resold, either raw or manufac-
tured, chiefly as cigars and cigarettes, This soon 
became a considerable source of revenue to the gov-
ernment, giving in 1801 and 1802 net profits of about 
$4,000,000*^ for each year, An attempt made by the 
crown to establish plantations failed, and the old sys-
tem of purchasing was continued. Regular importa-
tions were also made from Cuba and Louisiana, to 
supply certain kinds which could not be raised in 
New Spain,*^ 

Tobacco and cigar factories were established in 
many cities and towns, but the most prominent were 
those at Mexico and Querétaro, each of which em-
ployed about 7,000 persons of both sexes, whose pay 
aggregated more than $700,000 a year,** The annual 
product of all the establishments represented about 
$7,500,000, of which nearly one half fell to the share 
of the crown,*^ 

Among the chief sources of wealth to the Span-
iards during the eighteenth century, and the one lcast 
restricted by the government, was the raising of live-
stock. New Spaiii with its spar.^e fauna and rich 

*i The average price a t which leaf tobacco was purchased by the govern-
ment was three reales a pound, and it was resold for ten, at a profit of 233 
per cent. Rev'tlla Gigedo, Instruc, 282. Huinboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 445, is 
evidently mistaken when he gives the price at t\\ o and a lialf reales per kilo-
gram. 

« I n 1801 theyamountcd to .S.3,993,834, in 1802 to S4,()9'2,0'2n. The total 
since the establishment of the monopoly tiU 1809 c,xcc( dcd S123,000,000. 
Méxiro, Atiulisis, 44. For partial statistics of the period mentioned, see 
Foiiscca aud Urrutia, Hi<t. Real Ilac, ii. 437. 

^ The produce of the districts of Vera Cruz and Orizaba amounted annu-
ally to about 20,000 quintals. Ilumholdt, Es.^cú l'ul., ii. 445. 

" F r o m .$777,651 paid in 1783, it declinedto §084,10;> in 1792, Imt again 
rose in 1794 to §773,442. Gazda Mex., i. 12; ii. 276-7; iii. 10-11, 223; iv. 
11-12,248; V. 265; vii. 33. 

** Details conceming this monopoly may be found in ReviUa Gigedo, In-
stmc, 281-99; Gaivez, Instruc, 18-54; Fonseca&nå Urrutia, llíst. Real Ilac, 
u. 353-486. 
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pasture lands aflbrded a splendid field for this branch 
of industry; and soon after the conquest, Cortés made 
importations from the AntiUes, of such domestic ani-
maîs as did not exist in Mexico. They increased 
rapidly, and before long vast herds of cattle and 
horses, almost in a wild state, formed, as they do at the 
present day, an important feature in the wealth of the 
country. Fostered by special legislation** and placed 
under the jurisdiction of the alcaldes de la mesta, first 
appointed by Viceroy Mendoza,*^ the raising of stock, 
and especially of cattle, soon became a favorite occu-
pation. In earlier times cattle were of little value 
except for their hides, which formed aii important ar-
ticle of export. Later, however, they were turned 
to better advantage, the hides being manufactured 
into leather, while the tallow was used for making 
soap. These industries flourished chiefly in Guana-
juato, Guadalajara, Puebla,*^ and Mexico, and being 
undisturbed by the government, competed successfuUy 
with those of Spain. 

No comment is needed as to the well known qual-

^'ln addition to laws already mentioned, one of 1533 orderedall pasture-
ground to be free for commou use both to Spaniards and Indians. Recop. de 
Ind., u, 58. This gave rise todisputes; but the audiencia ordered the spirit 
of the law to be carried out, Provid. Reaks, MS., 143-4. When cattle be-
came so abundant that they were kiUed only for their hides, Uttle care was 
taken to exempt the cows, until a law forbade the slaughtering of all female 
stock without perroission of the 'viceroy, thus insuring further increase. Man-
cera, Instmc, in Doc Inéd., xxi, 464-5, This law was enacted in 1619 and 
repeated later, Recop. de Índ., ii. 138. Provid. Diocesanas, MS., i. The 
prices of horses, mules, and other domestic animals about the year 1550 are 
given by Mendozain Temaux-Compans, ser. i. tom. x. 351. 

^' The mesta, estabUshed after that of Spain, was a league of stock-raisers 
for the promotion of their interests and held ordinaryjurisdictionforthe pun-
iahment of petty offences, as thefts of cattle, encroachments, and damage to 

Sroperty and the like. Every year the city council appointed two as alcaldes 
e la mesta trom among the owners of cattle. These together 'with five 

other members of the league mct in session twice a year, on January 16th and 
Augnst 31st. On these occasions aU disputes about the right of property and 
other questions were decided, Regulations might then also be issued for the 
gnidance of stock-raisers, but requued the •viceroy's or govemor's approval to 
become váUd. Owners of three hnndred head of small stock and 20 mares or 
cows were ipso facto ftermanos de Ut mesta, thatis members of the league. Re-
cop. de Ind., iL 135-8. 

^'Pnebla produced in the beginning of this century every year about 
200,000 arrobas of soap; Guadalajara $268,400 worth, and preparêd hides to 
the valne of $418,900. Humboldt, Ea'sai PoL. u. 449, 666-9. 

i 
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ities of the different breeds of horses in use through-
out New Spain. More than three centuries ago those 
of Arabian stock were usually possessed by the wealthy, 
while the more common breeds differed but httle from 
those iii existence to this day. Mules were largely 
raised in many districts, and were of course preferre'd 
for the transportation of goods and for work in the 
inining regions, A t one time it was intended to in-
troduce camels as beasts of burden, but beyond an 
experiment which is said to have been successful 
nothing was done in the matter.^^ 

During the eighteenth century sheep-raising ŵ as 
of sonie iraportance in the northern and central prov-
inces,^" owing in part to the increased manufacture of 
woollen goods. Originally, when introduced by Vice-
roy jMendoza, this branch was exclusively in the 
hands of the Spaniards, though the labor, of course, 
was performed by Indians and mestizos, into whose 
hands the industry passed in after years." The con-
duct of the crown in this case differed somewhat from 
its usual policy. No open prohibitions were issued, 
but under the pretext of protecting the Indians a 
iiumber of laws were made, amounting virtually to 
restrictions.^^ Nevertheless this industry made good 
progress, having met with inore favor on the part of 
the crown during the eighteenth century,^^ and a con-

*' Romero, Not. Mic.h., 245, says the at tempt was made in the beginning 
of this century, but that the animals were killed during the war of inde-
pendence. A glowing report of the immense benefit their introducticn would 
cause is given in Ab.ate, Gaceta, ii. 241-7. 

"̂ Arlegui states that in 1736 there wcre over 1,000,000 sheep raised, and 
more than 1,500,000 pasturing in Nuevo Leon. Chrôn. Zac, 82, 138. Hum-
boldt, howcver, says that the breeding of sheep was very much neglected in 
X^ew Spain. Es<ai PoL, ii. 450. 

^^ln 1590 Viceroy Luis Velasco the younger took active interest in fur-
thering the manufacture of woollen goods, and estabUslied a factory at Tez-
cuco. 

-̂ Licenses for factories could only be granted by the king through the 
mediation of viceroy and audiencia. Indians were to be dissuaded from 
working in the factories, although without their labor they would have to 
be closed; all laws on the good treatment of the Indians should be most 
rigidly enforced in manufacturing establishments. Recop. de Ind., ii. 106 et 
seq.; Reales Ci'dulas, MS., ii. Sl, 84. To favor the industries of Spain raw 
wool from Mexico was exempted from duties. Intemhntcs, Real Ord., 73. 

^ The second ReviIIa Gigedo took great interest in these matters, and at-
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siderable number of persons were engaged in it. The 

Ê
rincipal factories were in Querétaro, Puebla, and Va-
adolid, and in the beginning of this century the an-

nual consumption of raw wool was estimated at about 
16,000 quintals." The result was somewhat remark-
able considering that the native artisan generally used 
only the most primitive machinery.^^ H e could, how-
ever, produce articles which, though inferior to Euro-
pean fabrics, would nearly always successfully compete 
with them. 

Of an earlier date was the manufacture of cotton, 
a process long known to the Aztecs, who had formed 
plantations, chiefly in the regions bordering on the 
South Sea. Imperfect as was their machinery, they 
produced a variety of fabrics, the greater part of 
which were used for the dresses of the wealthier 
classes.̂ ® After the conquest the production of cot-
ton goods decreased in consequence of the competition 
with European commodities, although the latter could 
never entirely supplant those of the natives. There 
were few large factories in later years, but looms were 
distributed over Cholula, Puebla, Tlascala, Querétaro, 
and Guadalajara. The total produced was consid-
erable; in the intendencia of Puebla the product 
amounted to $1,500,000 a year.^^ In 1792, RevUIa 
Gigedo supplied a long-felt want by founding the 
weaving-school of Tixtla. Whenever Spain was at 
war with a European power, and the importation of 
fabrics interrupted, the native industry flourished, but 

tempted to form a coUection of specimens of aU articles manufactured in the 
different intendencias. 

*̂ Querétaro alone produced wooUen fabrics worth about $600,000 every 
year, and employed in 1793 more than 1,700 persons. In 1803 there were 
320 estabUshments of different sizes. HwmboUit, Essaî PoL, ii. 667, 

** * Estos naturales no necesitan de todos las oficinas y utensilios, que re-
gularmente se emplean en Espa a . . .Siendo tanto mas admirable el que con 
tan malas dLsposiciones salgan algunas obras dignas de atencion.' Revilla 
Oigedo, Inatruc, 92, 

^For details as to the manufacture of cotton among the Aztecs, see Na-
tive Races, iL, passim, this series, 

"Humboldt, Essai PoL, u. 666, gives several detaUs about the consump-
tion of cotton in the different factories. Other statistics relating to the same 
Bubject are given in Cancdada, Ruina, 16-22. 
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only again to relapse into its former state, as soon as 
peace was concluded. The export of raw cotton, 
though favored by exemption from duties and cus-
toms, never acquired any commercial importance,^ 
and was inconsiderable compared with that of the 
United States, 

Though at an early date the raising of flax and 
hemp was encouraged,^^ little progress was made for 
more than two centuries, In 1777 and later, numer-
ous orders were issued to the viceroys, urging their 
cultivation and manufacture,^" and in the same year 
twelve experts were sent from Spain to give practical 
instruction, Privileges were also granted to persons 
willing to engage in this industry;®^ but all efforts 
were fruitless, despite the large amounts of money 
spent in experiments, and finally the effort was 
abandoned.^^ 

In addition to the products already mentioned, 
others were raised in New Spain of less importance, 
though still of value for domestic or commercial pur-
poses. To the former class belong the manioc, yam, 
potato, the different kinds of pepper, or chile, a neces-
sary ingredient in the national dish, tortillas de maiz, 
and manifold varieties of fruit. Of the latter, men-
tion will be made later. 

After the Spanish dominion was established, and 
strange plants and animals introduced, aboriginal occu-
pations were placed more and more in the back-
ground. This was apparently the case with the 
fisheries, a well developed industry among the Az-
tecs,^ but little encouraged since the conquest. 

*8 Amounting only to about 6,000 quintals at the begmning of the present 
century. 

**Since 1545. Recop. de Ind., ii. 67. 
soProm January 12, 1777, till May 9, 1795, ten decrees were issued, all for 

this purpose. Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., iv. 189; Bekfía, Recop., i. pt. iii. 
219-20. 

'̂ Zamora, Intendentes, Real Ord., 71-2. 
«̂  More than $100,000 had been spent by the crown. See also ou this sub-

ject, Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 98-100; M , Bandos, no. 39; Cancdada, Ruinci, 
33-4. 

** See Xative Races, ii. 352-3, this series. 
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The pearl fisheries, however, were an exception, and 
from an early date attracted the attention of the 
crown and its vassals. A number of laws were issued 
for their regulation,®* and for some time they attracted 
many explorers to the gulf of California; but as this 
belongs to another division of my work, I shall speak 
of it elsewhere.^ 

1 

The skiU of the natives in certain branches of man-
ufactures created astonishment even among the Span-
iards, though they were little inclined to recognize 
any such ability. No less surprise was caused among 
the Aztecs by the first examples of European skill in 
manufactures, not so much on account of their work-
manship, as the facility with which they were pro-
duced. They immediately discerned the advantages 
which they could derive from their European mas-
ters, and seized eagerly the opportunity, whenever it 
offered. Instances have already been related, among 
which may be mentioned the manner in which the}^ 
contrived to learn the weaving of a certain kind of 
cloth and the making of saddles.*^ Soon affcer the 
conquest such occupatîons as those of carpenter, 
bricklayer, shoemaker, and tailor, fell into their hands, 
and they not only imitated the Spanish artisans, 
but exhibited some ingenuity as inventors. Occa-
sionally, however, their enterprising spirit would lead 
thern astray. Of this a rather humorous instance has 
been recorded by an early chronicler, who relates 
that an Indian tailor on observing in a procession a 
man dressed in the sambenito, the badge worn by 
those sentenced by the inquisition, supposed it to be 
a new kind of garment to be used in church festivals. 
A few days later he surprised the Spaniards by offer-
ing a number for sale, until the laughter which he 
excited made him aware of his mistake. 

**Recop. de Ind., u. 96-106. 
•» In Hist. Norih. Mex. States, vol, ii,, this series, 
««See Hist. Mex., ii, 172, this series. 
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Long before the conquest the Indians had been 
experts in the manufacture of earthenware and pot-
tei y, numerous specimens of whicli are found through-
out the country. Under Spanish rule the variety of 
design was greatly increased and a larger field was 
opened to them. They also learned the fabrication 
of glass, ancl as this industry gradually developed, sev-
eral factories arose, chiefly at Puebla, where forty-six 
establishments for the raaking of glass and pottery 
were in a flourishing condition in 1793. Subsequently 
a decline took place, and in the beginning of this cen-
tury the number was reduced to eighteen. 

The fabrications of iron never made any notable 
progrcrss in New Spain, and the iron implements in 
usecame almost exclusively from the mother country, 
I t was only when communication with the old world 
was interrupted or difficult tha t an impulse was given 
to this branch of industry.^'' 

There were, however, other branches in which the 
natives excelled the most skilful European artisans, 
and chief aniong theni was the art of dyeing with coch-
ineal and indigo, Both were produced mainly in 
Oajaca; but owing to failures of the crop and the op-
pressive policy of the govermnent,'^^ the indigo trade 
declined considerably, and toward the close of the 
eighteenth century the yield was not enough for home 
consumption,^^ and the want was supplied by iinpor-
tations from Guateraala. 

Cochineal long maintained its place as one of the 
leading exports of new Spain, its production being en-
couraged by the crown froni the earliest days." I t 

«'ReviUa Gigedo, Instruc, 92, attributes the smaU progress of the iron in-
dustry to the unwilltngness of the merchants to introduce the instruments 
and machinery required for the production of that metal. Estalla, xxvii. 
46, siieaks of some excellent work in steel, manufactured a t Puebla, but this 
is r.itlur doubtfuL 

<̂» A law of 1563 prohibited the employment of Indians in the cultiyation on 
the ground that it was injurious to their health. Recop. de Ind., ii. 307-S. 

^"The second ReviUa Gigedo estimated the yearly production in 1794, at 
1500 arrobas. Instruc, 100. For details as to its cultivation see Al'zak, 
Ditrio Llt., 50-2. ... 

•"Cochineal was exempted from tithes. (Jrdenes de la Corona, MS., ui. 
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was procured entirely by the natives, and effbrts were 
made to protect them from the usual extortions of 
the Spaniards, though appai'ently with little avail, as 
the yield decreased and finally was almost confined to 
the districts of Oajaca.^^ Nevertheless at the be-
ginning of the present century the exports from Vera 
Cruz represented about $2,000,000.'^* A few years 
previously this industry had occupied from twenty-
five to thirty thousand persons, but the profits were 
apparently moderate.'^' 

But the skill of the Aztecs in producing feather-
work excited the most remark. Marvellous stories 
were related by the first Europeans who saw speci-
mens of this art, and the choicest patterns were 
deemed worthy to be offered to the sovereign. The 
novelty soon lost its charm, however, and an industry 
which in aboriginal times had been fostered and de-
veloped with the utmost care, was neglected by the 
representatives of civilized Europe,^* until it lost all 
its importance for practical purposes, and merely served 
to satisfy occasional curiosity, A worse fate befell 
the manufacture of jewelry, which had attained the 
highest perfection among the Aztecs, whose skill was 
considered as unrivalled by Europeans,^^ Though it 
was well known that they possessed the knowledge of 
working the metal in certain forms absolutely unknown 
in EuropeJ when in 1527 some mining regulations 

185-7; AUiman, Mej., i. 103. A decree of 1597, later repeated, directed 
the 'viceroy to stimulate its production, and if necessary to compel the Indians 
to labor at this industry. Recop. de Ind., if. 60. See also for other instmctions 
bearing on the subject, Id., u. 67, 179, 350-1, 573; iu. 406, 513. 

^^Formerly cochineal was produced also in Guadalajara, Puébla, and 
Yucutan, 

^^Authorities differ essentiaUy about the value. ReviUa Gigedo, Instmc-
don, 102, gives in 1793 the annual yield at 23,600 arrobas, rexnresenting at 
the price computed by Humboldt, $1,770,000. The latter authority gives 
the figures of $3,368,657 and $2,238,673 for 1802 and 1803 respectively. 
EssaiPoL, iL 457, Alaman, Mej., i. 103, estimates the annual yield for that 
táme at $1,200,000, and says that formerly its value amounted to $3,000,000, 

^'According to Re'vUla Gigedo only nine per cent on the capital in-
vested, 

''^See Naíir Races, u, 488-90, for a description of this art in Aztec times; 
áLso Denia, Arte Plwmaria, 1 et seq, 

v^See alao Native Racea, u. 475-82. 

I 
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(.'; 

were issued in Mcxico, severe penalties'^^ forbade 
all persons interested in or connected with mining 
to employ native jewellers for making ornaments 
either of gold or silver, Thus European designs and 
methods prevailed, and although the manufacture of 
jewelry was extensively pursued, the style led in 
another direction, and processes which had only been 
known to the native workmen were irretrievably lost. 

AII jewellers were obliged to have their establish-
ments in a certain street, and were forbidden to work 
any metal unless the payment of the king's fifth had 
been proved; nor were they allowed to employ coined 
gold or silver. Since early times they had been iii-
corporated as a guild, with a patron-saint of their 
own, and subject to certain regulations or statutes." 
Nevertheless there is no doubt that contraband trad-
ing was carried on in this branch as in raost others, 
and therefore some addition must be made to the offi-
cial returns, which indicate for the beginning of this 
century an average value of $270,000 for the gold and 
silver manufactured every year.^^ 

The question has often been brought forward 
whether the agricultural and industrial resources of 
New Spain were sufficient to place her on an inde-
pendent footing, and the answer has frequently been 
based on the condition of the country at the close of 
the eighteenth century. The propriety of selecting 
that epoch is at least doubtful, considering the char-
acter and influence of the Spanish dominion during 
the preceding three hundred years. Allusion has 
often been made to the policy of the government to-
ward New Spain in all affairs where the interest of 

'* Loss of all property and perpetual banishment from New Spain. Libro 
de Cahildo, MS., 198. 

' ' Compiled by Viceroy Cadereita in 1638, and enlarged in 1701 by the 
Count of Moctesuma. They are given in the Ordsnanzas del Nobilissimo Arte 
de la Plateria, Mexico, 1715, 10 folios, and contain in 35 articles the regula-
tions for the government of tiie guild, together with instructions for certain 
technicalities. In 1733 and 1748 additional rales were issued in Spain. 
licalcs Cédulas, MS., ii. 99-104. 

'«The total consumption from 1798 till 1802 was 1,926 marks of gold and 
134,024 of sUver. 
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the mother country was supposed to be endangered. 
Branches of agriculture and industry, which might 
have insured progress, labored for centuries under 
difficulties, and not only were the markets of foreign 
countries closed to them, but the colonies were obliged 
to receive the products of the old world. I t is true 
this policy was chiefly directed against the mining 
and manufacturing industries,'^' but it affected none the 
less the agricultural interest, which was intimately 
connected with it, This explains the little advance 
in the diflferent methods of husbandry; the sharpened 
stick, the wooden shovel, the copper hoe and sickle of 
the Aztec being comparatively less primitive than 
the rude plow introduced by the Spaniard in early 
times and still in use in the eighteenth century. 

About two hundred and fifty years elapsed before 
a more liberal spirit pervaded the colonial policy. 
One of the first steps was to settle the right to prop • 
erty in farm lands in an equitable manner, hy grant-
ing for a small compensation the possession of such 
as had been held for years without legal title. The 
encouragement which these laws afforded,^ was in-
creased by giving the native laborer the much needed 
protection against Spanish oppression.^ After that 
time the total value of agricultural products increased 
considerably, and amounted at the beginning of this 
century to more than $30,000,000 a year in those ar-
ticles alone which were subject to the payment of 
tithes.®'' The injurious policy of several hundred years 

^One of the ablest and best viceroys, the second ReviUa Gigedo, was not 
entirely £ree from prejudice in this respect. He says in one place: ' I t must 
not be overlooked that this (New Spain) is a colony which must depend upon 
its mother, Spain, and is obliged to make retums for the benefits which her 
protection words, ' And fniiher: ' El único medio de destruir las fábricas 
dél reino, es el qne vengan á precios mas comodos de Europa los mismos 
efectoe,' Instruc, 90-1, 93, 

"'They were of October 15, 1754, and March 13, 1766, and granted power 
to settle any difficnltieB to the viceroy and andiencia. Ordenea de Ux, Corona, 
MS,, L 90-5; vi, 1-6; Gedvlario, MS., L 28-33; Providencias Reaies, MS., 
160-«, 189-95, 

•^The text oí the law, dated March 23,1773, ÍBgiven i n M , 188-9. 
' 'The total of tithes in the biahoprics of Mexico, Puebla, ValladoUd, 

Oajaca, Gnadalajara, and Dnrango during the years 1769 tiU 1779 was $13,-
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had however wrought evils too serious to be quickly 
remedied, and whilst some industries had been aban-
doned, of others the knowledge had been entirely 
lost,^^ The statutes and ordinances of most of the 
different guUds were antiquated and inappropriate; 
the instruction of apprentices was generally very 
poor. Of the total yearly product of manufactures, 
valued at about $7,000,000, the greater part consisted 
of articles of prime necessity.^ I t was only, as we 
have seen, when war in Europe hindered communica-
tion with Spain, that some activity prevailed, but it 
always subsided, and the ground thus gained was soon 
lost. 

The mining interest was, of course, a very promi-
nent one, though its importance has been so greatly 
exaggerated as to cause the assertion that New 
Spain was of little value except as a mining territory. 
What the country under another form of govern-
ment did accomplish, is a subject which I shaU treat 
Iater.«« 

357,157 against $18,353,821 for the foUowing decade. RevíUa Oîgedo, Instrtte., 
101-2. 

^ ' Habiendo entonces varios oficios.. .de los cuales aun apenas queda otra 
noticia,' Id., 84. 

^* Such as soap, leather, ordinary textures of cotton, of wool, and others, 
The industrial products of Querétaro in 1793 have been estimated at $1,000,-
000. Soc Mex. Geog., Boldin, iii. 199. Zamacois, Hist. Méj., v. 715, givesa 
glowing description of the industrial achievements of New Spain in 1799; 
according to him they were not to be surpassed by European products. 

^ My observations made in a preceding part about the scarcity of authori-
ties on the mining history of New Spain find stiU more application to this 
chapter. This want of iifformation has obliged me to gather my material in 
the form of numerous items, scattered through a vast range of books; in addi-
tion, however, I have been aided by a variety of treatises, dwelling only on 
special subjects. Among writers of the latter class, a prominent place be-
longs to the scientist Alzate, who has endeavored to diffuse useful knowl-
edge through essays in the different series of his Gacdas de Likratura, 
Mexico, 1788-95. A separate edition has appeared of his memoir on the cul-
tivation of the cochineal, the Memoria.. .dd Insech Orana tí CochinilUt, 
Madrid, 1795, pp. 226, of which I have before me ã manuscript coipy in 280 
folios, with the writer's autograph. Of similar color, only embracing one 
subject, is Payno's Memoria sobre d Maguey Mexicano, Mexico, 1864, pp, 
132, and another work of the same title, Mexico, 1865, pp, 32, by Pedro and 
Ignacio Blasquez, Both, as their title impUes, dweU exclusively on the ma-
guey plant and its use, and the first contalns much curious information, part 
of which, however, is of Uttle or merely of local interest. Different in lorm 
and arrangement is a treatise on sericultnre, written by order of Viceroy K«-
villa Gigedo, nnder the title of Compendio. .deUis Moreras y Morales, Mexico, 

M 
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1793, pp. 34, taking as a base his instractions on the subject. More general 
information is fumished in his Insttrucdon, valuable especially because it 
throws some Ught on the spirit of the age and oi the govemment, which then 
had recently iidopted a more Uberal poUcy. Fonseca and Urratía in their 
Historia de la Reai Hetdenda chiefly view mattcrs from a financial staud-
point, and, though containing some detaUs about maguey, tobacco, and other 
products, refer essentially to their relation to the royal revenue. Alaman, in 
his Historia de Méjico, has, strange to say, paid Uttle attention to the period 
under consideration; stiU he fumishes some items of interest not found else-
where, Of foreign writers Humboldt claims an important place, but his in-
formation is merely confíned to a few historical data of specific character and 
a Bcientific description of the different plants which he found in the country 
when there. The remainder of the space aUotted to the subject in his Es'tai 
PolUique is principaUy absorbed by statistics of modern date, but the whole 
does not give the complete view which, one would presume, he might have 
been able to form. He has been foUowed by Ward, Mexko in 1827, Miihl-
enpfordt, RepabUh Méjko, and Mayer, Mexko, who in the respective parts of 
their writings have drawn largely from him, adding such iuformation as it was 
in their power to obtain. The latter refer chiefly to a recent period, for which 
reason I shaU consider them in another i)art of this work. 

Authorities cited in preceding chapter: Ordenes de h Corona, MS., i. 27, 
45-50, 90-103; uL 166, 185-7; vi. 1-6; Reaks CéduUis, MS., ii. 81, 99-104, 
194-7; Providencias Reaies, MS., 91-5, 143-4, 154-5, 160-6, 185-95, 225-6; 
Azanza, Ynstmc, MS., 69-70, 143-4, 180-1; RevilUt Oigedo, Instmc, MS., 
i. 278-328; Id., Reiidencia, MS., 406-19; Id., Bandos, 39, 83; Ceduhrw, 
MS., i. 28--33; iu. 63, 169-76; Sigúenza y Otíngora, Carta al Almirante, MS., 
38; Grambiki, Tumultos, MS., 12-13; Burgoa, Geog. Descrip. Oaj., i. 5; u. 
208-9, 228-9; Torqttemada, i. 336; Villa-Senor, Theatro, i. 22-3; Reaks 
Ordenes, i. 451-5; Cancdada, Ruina de la N. Esp., 16-20, 33-4, 82-3; Pa-
checoanå Cárdenas, CoL Doc, vi. 506; Carriedo, Estudios IIisL, u. 96, passim; 
Pttga, CeduUirio, 141-2; Recop. de Iridias, i. 4; u. 40 etseq.; CoL Doc Inéd., 
T»i 464-^; CogoUvdo, Hist. Tuc, 473; Montemayor, Svmarios, 60-1; Dispo-
aicivnes Varias, i. 100, 102, 128; ui. 84r-96; Humboldt, Essai PoL, passim; 
Id., New Spain, u. 365-483; ui. 1-103, 455-93; iv. 278-91; /rf., TablasEstad., 
MS., 40-5; Id., Versuch, 1-180; Fonseca and Urmtia, Reai fíac, u. 353-
486; uL 338-428; Oacda Mex., i. 12 et seq.; u. 21 passim; iu. 10-11, 223; 
iv, 11-12, 248; v, 265; vu, 33; vui, 45, 263; Lx, 188; xu. 112, 445-8; xvi. 
972-8; Alzate Oacetai, i. 30-1, 194-6; u. 55 et seq.; ui., passim; iv. 104-11, 
140-76, 299, 390; Diario Mex., L 37, 341, 378; u. 79; iu. 139; v. 244, 279-80, 
538; vu. 462; ix. 220; xu, 140, 152; Correo Merc Esp., iu. 34, 90-138; iv, 
603-14; Bdena, Recop., i. 219-20; u. 1-5; Payno, Rentas Oenerales, xix., 
passim; Ahmte y Ramirez, Memoria, MS., 1-280; iSoc. Mex. Oeog., Boktin, 
ii, 8, 16-23; ui. 198-206, 285, 308-24; vi. 147-57, 273; ix. 181; Id., 2da ep. 
u, 182-4; iu. 25; iv. 410-20, 525-9; Id., 3ra ep. i. 253-4; EstalUi, xxvi. 345-7; 
xxvu, 9-10, 4Ô-7, 73-7, 199-206, 251-3; Tucatan, Estad., 284-308; Busta-
mante, Cuadro Hist., iv, 67-76; Id., Oab'mete Mex., iL 90-5; Id., Voz de Ut 
Patria, v. 127-63; Morfi, Doc Mex., iv. 479; Fabian, CoL de Providencia, 
166-77; Breve Noticias Magtteyes, MS., 1-16; Mex., ReL Estad., 1-2; Noti-
tíoso Oen., 1817, 2; Sammlung, aUer Reisebesch, xiu. 630-59, 694-5; Oaivan, 
Ord. Tierras, 23-8; AUtman, Hist. M^., i, 102-8, 115-16, 353-9; uL 30-1; 
V. 99; Caoo, Trea Sighs, iu. 14, 57-9; Hemandez, Estad. Mej., 163-4; La 
Cruz, u. 222-3; ArrUlaga, Informe, 11, 47-8; Mayer's Mex. Azt., i. 255; u. 
96; CampOh, Nuevo Sistema, 114-39, 142-55; Qtteipo, CoL de Doc, 72-98, 
164, 335; InatUtdo Oeog. Estad., 1-22; Zúniga y Ontiveros, Bomba, 1-12; Pap. 
Var., u. 1-54; Ix. 1-12; cl, 1-22; clxiv., passim; Chevalier, ExpedUion, 14; 
Nouv. Annales des Voy., xxiiL 71; Notidoao Oen., 1817, 3; Rivera, Hist. Ja-
lapa, L 143-8, 175-6; Ancona, Hid. Tuc, u, 457; iu. 211-38; Sosa, Bpiscop. 
Mex., 202; Rivera, Mex. in 184S, 241-3; Muaeo Mex., uL 153 et seq.; Za-
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mora, Bib. Leg. UlL, iv. 189; Alvarez, Estudios Hist., iii. 301, 435, 442-3; 
Walton'a Spanish Am., ii. 305-7, 318-20; Macgilkvray's fíumboldt, 315, 320; 
Morse's Am. Geog., 480; Burke's Europ. Settlc, i. 223-8; Winterhotham's 
fíisL U. S., iv. 111-12; Morden's Geog., 579-82; Zavala, Rev. Mex., 2.3-31; 
Pinkerton's Modern Geog., iii. 234; I'ayhr's Selections, 50-3; Z>icc. Univ.,i. 
214-17, 396; ix. 448-75; x. 44, 731-2, 994; Mex., Mem. Justkia, 1844, 7-58; 
Album Mex., i. 183; Gonzalez, CoL N. Leon, 150-1; Abispa de Chilpancingo, 
391; Niks Register, xxii. 246; Múlkr, Reisen in Mex., iii. 206; Rivera, Gober-
vantes, i. 246, 250; Ogilby's America, 240-2; Carranza's DescripL, 37; Flint's 
Geog., ii. 146-7; Torrente, Revol. Hisp., i. 19; Ward's Mex., iL 58; Sema-
nario Econtímico, 1-65; Oriiz, Mex. Indep. Libre, 280-316; WiUie, Notkiaa 
fíac, 4; Sanchez, Pueb. Sagrad. Prof, 112-13, 

I 



CHAPTER XXX. 

C O M M E R C E , 

1500-1800, 

T H B S E L SH POLIOY OP SPAIN—COMMERCIAL AND MOBAL EFFECT IN N B W 

SPAIN—CASA DB CONTRATACION AND CONSØLADOS—DEPREDATIONS BY 

HosTiLB NATIONS AND CORSAIRS—EARLY TRADE WITH SANTO D O -

MiNGO—INTERCOLONIAL TRADM WITH THE PHILIPPINES—DECADENCE— 

COMMEBCE W I T H PERU—NlGGARDLY R E G U L A T I O N S — M E X I C A N H I G H -

WAYS—THE ROAD FROM VERA CRUZ TO THE CAPITAL AND ACAPULCO— 

STAGE LINES—INTEBNAL NAVIGATION—THE POSTAL SERVICE—ABUSES— 

T H E CROWN ASSUMES THE MANAGEMENT—INTEENAL T B A D E — F A I E S 

AND MABKETS—RELAXATION OF RESTRICTIONS—INSURANCE COMPANIES— 

A BUBBLE BANK AND GULLED SHAREHOLDERS—EXPANSION OF COM-

MEBCE UNDER F R E B TRADE. 

THE jealous and exclusive system adopted by Spain 
in her colonization of the New World has no parallel 
in the history of mankind, For three centuries the 
political and commercial dependence of the colonies 
upon the mother country was as complete and absolute 
as selfish policy, rigorous laws, and oppressive gov-
ernment could make it. To drain the Indies of their 
wealth and draw it to Spain was the sole aim which 
influenced the Spanish monarchs in legislating for 
their colonial possessions, and the prohibitive system 
of commerce pursued by them makes glaringly con-
spicuous their indifference to the welfare of the trans-
atlantic settlements. The principles of the commercial 
code promulgated were despotic, and in order to 
secure a monopoly of trade, certain manufactures and 
the cultivation of the vine and olive were forbidden. 
Every European article of necessity or luxury called 
for by the colonists of New Spain had to be imported 

(627) 
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from the Peninsnla, and trade with foreigners was 
punishable by death, Even the carrying trade be-
tween okl ancl new Spain was forbidden to the set-
tlers, while intercolonial traffic languished under 
crippling restrictions, or was absolutely prohibited. 
Foreign articles were iraported in such quantities that 
tlie deraand generally exceeded the supply, thus se-
curing to the shippers enormous prices. Vessels pro-
ceeding to and frora New Spain were perraitted to 
leave or enter only the port of Seville,^ and those 
clearing for a certain port in the Indies were not 
allowed to touch at any other. In order further to 
secure the carrying trade and monopoly of coniraerce 
the registry of .^hips was raade iinperative,^ and only 
those thus licensed could convey raerchandise to and 
frora the colonies. A t first coramercial comniunica-
tion with Spain was irregular, a fleet being despatched 
occasionally to Vera Cruz under the protection of 
convoys, and distinguished by the terni J ota.^ 

So closely did the government guard against possi-
ble independence of the colonists in trade that ships' 
companies were prohibited from purchasing goods of 
the country, and factors and traders on the fleets were 
not alfowed to remain longer than three years in 
America.* N o foreiofner could trade with the colonies, 
nor was one permitted to enter a port without special 
license,^ I n fact both the prices of imports and ex-
ports of New Spain, with the exception of theprecious 
metals, were under the arbitrary control of the mer-
chants of SeviUe, and later of Cádiz. Wha t further 
increased the drainage of wealth from America was 

' l n 1720 Cádiz, as being more convenient, was made the exclusive port 
for trade with America. 

*In IG75 a vessel from the West Indies, freighted with wine, cocao, and 
Spanish goods, but with no registerfrom the Habana, arrived at Vera Craz. 
The captain was arrestcd for want of formality. Robks, Diario, ii. 184. 

^During the period from I5G5 to 1777 I find that the fleetsarrivedatVera 
Craz at intervals varying from one to five years. In thc 18th century, how-
ever, a number of vesseís annually entered that port independent of the flota, 
Lerdode Tcjadu, Comer. E<ter., Doc, nos. 1, 12. 

*Reales Cédulas, MS., i. 100, 171. 
* Recop. de Ii l., iiL .')2G-S. 
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the decadence of manufacturing industries in Spain, 
owing to the immense influx into the Peninsula 
of the precious metals, The riches poured into the 
mother country made labor almost unnecessary; hence 
a general decline in all kinds of industry, and Spain 
had to resort to foreign markets, not only to supply 
home consumption but also the demands of her col-
onies. Merchandise thus procured could only be ex-
ported to the American settlements at rates increased 
by additional duties and merchants' profits." The 
moral effect of such a system upon the community is 
obvious. Contraband trade—and the consequent cor-
ruption of officials—was carried on in the Spanish 
colonies to a degree unequaUed in any age or country, 
and organized troops of bandits in time infested the 
internal lines of traffic^ 

In order to ensure the carrying-out of the restric-
tions imposed upon transatlantic commerce the casa 
de contratacion was established at SeviIIe, with su-
preme power in all commercial matters, subordinate 
only to the council of Indies.^ Commercial courts 
called consulados were also established in the colonies, 
the duties of which were to decide all questions and 
disputes relating to mercantile affairs, to supervise 
and administer in all matters affecting trade, such as 
the repair of ports and highways, and promote and 
protect commerce.' 

^ English goods shipped through Cádiz to the Spanish colonies have been 
estimated at one hundred per cent higher in price than if they had been 
shipped direct froman English port. North Amer. Rev., xix. 178. 

' ' Profanando los templos, y robando los vasos con las formas consagra-
das; habiendo Uegado el caso de no poderse transitar los caminos, ni continuar 
el comercio.' Diar., Mex., iv. 275, 286-7. This occurred during the adminis-
tration of Viceroy Valero from 1716 to 1722. Very active measures were 
taken by him to suppress brigandage, and numbérs of bandits were executed. 

® A description oi the compositiou of this board of trade, its powers and 
duties, can be found in Hist. Central Amer., i. 282-3, this series. 

• The first tribunal del consviado in New Spain was established in the capi-
tal by order of Philip II . who confirmed the action of Viceroy Velasco in the 
matter by cédula of December 9, 1593. In 1795 similar tribunals were estab-
Ushed in Vera Craz and Guadalajara, and the extent of their jurisdictions 
defined. Those courts were composed of a prior, two consuls, an assessor— 
or counsellor—a syndic, and nine voting members, caUed consiUarios. Attached 
to each court were also a secretary, auditor, and treasurer. The court in the 

ii 
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B u t apart from the commercial restrictions imposed 
upon the colonists by the home government, there 
were other causes, internal and external, which oper-
ated disastrously upon trade, and kept it in an almost 
continual state of depression. Forced loans and de-
mands of the king.for money,^" flooding the market 
with copper coinage, tlie interference of the church," 
the arbitrary action of civil authorities, and contra-
band trade, eacli in greater or less degree had an un-
favorable influence on legitimate commerce. 

B u t the blows which were most destructive to com-
mercial prosperity were the losses inflicted by the 
English, French, and Dutch navies in time of hostil-
ities, and the depredations committed by corsairs alike 
during war and peace. In time of war commerce with 
the mother country was reduced to the lowest ebb; 
European goods were poured into the Spanish colonies 
by neutrals, and the contraband trade was almost 
openly carried on. I n the general necessity during 
such periods the authorities and custom-house officers 
relaxcd their strictness; the prohibitive system was 
widely ignored, and illicit trade carried on in spite of 
all the measures employed by kings and viceroys to 

I 

city of Mexico occasionally felt the power of the viceroy. In 1653 the mem-
bers were imprisoned and their property confiscated ' hasta que exhibiesen un 
grucso alcance que al consulado hizo el visitador.' Guijo, Diario, in Doc Ilist. 
Mcj\, série L, i. 266. In 1663 the viceroy called upon the consulado for 
200,000 pesos in two days' time to be coUected from the merchants, and in 
spite of the prior's claim that such a proceeding was not within the court's 
prerogatives, the viceroy insisted upon the demand being carried out: 'Pro-
Bigue el virey eu que losentere. ' LL, 507-8. On February4, 1757, a decree 
was passcd forbidiling the usurpation of this tribunal's powers by the viceroy. 
Profideucias Reales, MS., 46-9. Consult Recop. de nd., iii. 540-62; Recdes 
Cédidas, MS., L 83, 88; V. Cruz, Esj>osic, in Pap. Var., 15, 17; Cedulario, 
]\IS., iii. I7G; Guaclalu'jura, Real Céd. Erec Considado; Lerdo de Tejada, 
Apvnt. IJ'tst., no. v. 326-37, 390; fíumhoIdL Es.^cúPoL, ii. 708-9. 

^"The king made a forced loan of one eightli of the gold and silver shipped 
on the fleet which arrived at SeviIIe in 1620. Reaks Gédulas, in Pacheco&nd 
Cdrdenas, CoL Doc, xvu. 215-16. In 1662 the crown demanded 200,000 
jiesos, and the merchandise embargoed till the owners paid the sum. Guijo, 
Diar'to, 495. Like demands were repeatedly made. 

" F e l i p e l V . in March and April 1660 issued edicts requiring the arch-
bishop and bishops to avoid the use of anathemas on the subject of privileged 
merchandise, pulque, and miscarried letters, as the management of such 
matters pertained to the viceroy, audiencia, and secular authorities. Monte-
xnayor, Svmar'ios, 35. 
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arrest it. With the impetus given to it by hostilities 
with foreign nations and the fostering influence of a 
blind policy, smuggling was too firmly grafted to be 
destroyed.^'* A few intervals of animation in commerce 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it 
is true, are perceptible, but they were but spasmodic 
revivals of the magnificent trade which Spain had car-
ried 011 with her colonies in the days when her own 
industries were flourishing. 

During the period immediately succeeding the con-
quest, the trade of New Spain was carried on almost 
exclusively with Santo Domingo; but this commer-
cial intercourse soon ceased, by reason of the arbitrary 
proceedings of Cortés, and the ill-treatment of mer-
chants.^^ A t this time, owing to the scarcity of coin, 
internal trade was reduced to barter, mantas being the 
standard of value; but much inconvenience arose 
from the different prices demanded by the Indians^* 
for the commodities they brought to market. To ob-
viate the want of a convenient currency, the council 
of the Indies suggested in 1533 that gold and silver 
be weighed by ounces and traded in that form.̂ ^ 

Nor were the regulations which governed interco-
lonial traffic bertter devised. The selfish spirit which 
induced their promulgation led to evils similar to those 
ih regard to commerce with foreign countries. Laws 
were incessantly violated, and the amount of smug-

^^Humboldt considered that in timeof peace this fraudulent traflBLC ab-
Borbed probably from 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 pesos annually; and in time of 
warfrom 6,000,000 to 7,000,000 pesos without doubt. Essai PoUL, u. 730-1. 
Consult Beleíia, Recop., i. pt. iii. 129-34; Providencias Reáles, MS., 102-5;. 
Disposic Var., i. 26-7, 44, 77; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., vi. '79-80, 

" On one occasion Cortés seized the tackle of some carabelas from Santo 
Domingo to fit out the fleet which he despatched against Olid. The gold 
also which was paid to the merchants proved to be only of twelve carats, 
though set down at twenty. Ilond., Rdac, in Doc Inéd., i. 524-5; Pacheco 
and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, xiv. 43. 

^*Saimeron, in Id., xiii. 20O-1. On the 26th of June 1530 the king issued 
a oédula ordering the authorities in New Spain to allow merchants to sell 
their goods where they wished, and to regulate t'.ieir own prices. Puga, Cedu-
lario, 10. 

w Jfeæ. Parecer, in Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xii. 141. 
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gling on the Pacific coast bore a fair proportion to 
tha t carried on at Atlant ic ports. 

Communication between New Spain and the Phil-
ippincs existed at an early date, and during the latter 
part of the sixteenth century a vessel yearly left Aca-
pulco with supplies for those islands.^^ This opened 
a way for t rade; Chinese silks and goods were brought 
to Xcw Spain by the returning ships, and an exceed-
ingly thriving comraerce raight have been developed." 
B u t Spain soon becaine alarraed at the prospects; 
traffic with the Philippines rapidly increased and 
affected Spanish coniraerce; so a law was passed in 
1591 allowing the colonists of the islands to import 
good.s into New Spain, but excluding merchants of 
tlie latter country from return traffic with the Philip-
pines.^^ ]\[orcover, only a limited amount of Asiatic 
mcrchandise w âs perraitted to be sliipped to Aca-
pulco.^^ Bu t even this restriction did not satisfy the 
merchants of Scville, and in 1610 the consulado of 
tha t city petitioned the king to close all direct trade 
between New Spain and the Philippines. Their pe-
tition, however, was not granted.^'' 

For more than a century these regulations remained 
in force, but were as little acceptable to the merchants 
of the Philippines as to those of Npw Spain. Dis-
putes as to the valuation of cargoes for the collection 
of the customs, evasion of the duties, and violation of 
the law in respect to the quantity of raerchandise in-
troduced were the consequence.^^ Owing to the rep-

^^ Mancera, Instmc, in Doc Incd., xxi. 488-9. 
" T h e colonistsof the Philippine Islandswere allowed to tradewith China 

aud Japan. 
'^^ liccoj). deli l., iii. 522-3. 
'* Tlie Munila mercli.'iiits were allowed to send annually only two ships, of 

400 tons each. The value of the merchandise with which they were freighted 
was limited to 2.")0,000 pesos, the retums of which, princi])al and profit, were 
not toexceed 500,000 pesos in specie. Id., 524, 526; Dcscrip. de Amer., MS., 
196. The arrival of these vessels was attended with great activity. At Aca-
pulco a great fair was held, to w hicli flocked merchants and traders from all 
parts of New Spain. AU this lias before been noticed in another connection. 

''"The king consulted the conde de ]\lontescIaros, viceroy of Peru, who 
advised his ^NIajcsty against the measure. Montesclaros, Carta, in Pacheco and 
Cúnlenas, vi. 298-314. 

'•'^ Philijdnas, Hist.'Com., 28-9. The law was repeated in 1097. In 1635 



^ 

PHILIPPLNE TRADE. 633 

resentations of the Manila merchants a modification 
of the law was finally effected, and in 1702 merchan-
dise to the value of 300,000 pesos, conveyed in two 
ships of 500 tons burden, was permitted to enter the 
port of Acapulco annually.^^ 

The abuses which foUowed the estabUshment of 
these new regulations were extravagant, Residents 
of both Manila and Mexico contravened the law, and 
Asiatic goods were landed at Acapulco in such quan-
tities that the return freight amounted to 2,000,000 
pesos annually, instead of 600,000. Even the mer-
chants of New Spain were discomfited, and addressed 
a memorial to the king petitioning for a discontinu-
ance of the annual Manila fleet—^for instead of two 
vessels as permitted by law many were now engaged 
in this trade. To remedy the evil the king, on the 
8th of January 1718, prohibited the importation of 
silk goods from the PhiUppines, and issued a final 
decree on the 20th of June of the same year, ex-
tending the prohibition to all Asiatic manufactures,^^ 
limiting the imports to raw materials. 

A new franchise with increased privileges having 
been granted in 1734, the Philippine trade flourished 
till near the close of the century,'** the impoi'ts into 

the merchants of the PhiUppines petitîoned the king to remit certain duties 
on the imported goods. Grau y Movfakon, in Id., 345-64. 

**The value taken back to Manila was 600,000 pesos in specie, less duties 
and expenses. The duties amounted to 17 per cent ad valorem. PhiUpinas, 
Hist. Com., 29-33. The specie which was sent from Manila to China for tho 

Eurchase of goods never retumed from that country. Descrípcion de Amer., 
IS., 196. The Philippine galleon usually arrived at Acapulco in the months 

of December and January, and left during the month of March; delay after 
the Ist of April would make it liable to miss the favorable breezes on leaving 

Í
)ort, and expose it to contrary winds on reaching the Mariana Islands. JaU-
andier, Extrait d'une Lettre, 1711, MS., 10-11. 

^LÍTmtres, Instmc, MS., 63; PhUipinas, Hist. Com.^ 31-7. The importa-
tion of sUk fabrics was, however, conditionally permitted again by royal de-
cree of April 8, 1734. Protndencias Recdes, MS., ,30-41. On the same date 
permÍBSion was granted to import into New Spain merchandise to the 
amount of 600,000 pesos, and retum with 1,000,000 pesos. Reaies Cédulas, 
MS., iL 127, 

" In 1785 Cárlos III. established a trading company in Spain under the 
title of Real Compafiia de FiUpinas with a capital of 8,0<X),000 pesos sencillos 
divided into 32,000 shares, open to purchase by any subject of whatever class 
in the Indies and PhUippine Islands, except ecclesiastics. Extensive priv-
i l^es were granted the company, which was to carry on trade between Spain 

m 
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New Spain consisting chiefly of raw silk, colored 
cotton fabrics, wax, and Chinese earthern ware. By 
1794, however, the trade had so greatly decreased that 
in 1792 and 1793 no fair had been held at Acapulco 
owing to lack of attendance, and in the following year 
the fleet did not arrivc.'^^ The trade afterward revived 
considerably, since Humboldt states tha t the amount 
of bullion annually shipped averaged 1,000,000 pesos, 
and often reached 1,300,000.^^ 

Besides the Philippine trade at Acapulco some 
commerce was also carried on between New Spain 
and Pe ru at the same port, but the restrictions put 
upon it reduced it to a very limited scale. Only two 
vessels of two hundred tons burden each were per-
mitted annually to visit Acapulco, and the goods they 
took away paid an export cluty of two and a half per 
cent. B u t even these niggardly conditions were re-
garded as too liberal, and the conde de Montesclaros, 
viceroy of Peru, expressed his opinion to the king 
tha t only one ship a year should be allowed to sail to 
Acapulco, and tha t the export duty at that port and 
the import duty at Callao should be made excessive."'' 
Thus the clamp was tightened for the benefit of the 
SeviIIe merchants, and both Peru and New Spain 
protested against restrictions which virtually pre-
cluded all trade between them. Even the sorry con-

and the Philippine Islands. I t was, however, prohibited from interfering 
with the intemal commerce of the islands, and that with China and Aca-
pulco. Recdes Ordenes, vi. 88-116; ix. 137-40. 

^̂  '.Se noticia que iba á salir, y no se puede atribuir su falta, sino á una 
desgracia.' Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 104. Viceroy Linares attributed the de-
cadence to the depreciation of prices caused by the progress made in the 
manufactnre of fabrics in Europe, and also to the extensive operations of the 
Compa ia de las Filipinas, which introduced into New Spain great quan-
tities of Asiatic goods ^ia Vera Cruz. Id., 104—5. 

^̂  X^umerous passengers, among whom were many monks, always sailed 
with the fleet. In 1804 75 monks left Acapulco on the galleon which the 
Mexicans humorously described as being freighted with 'plata y frayles.' 
EssaiPoIiL, u. 718-20. 

^ ' ' Cargando mucho los derechos de la salida de Acapulco y de la entrada 
del Callao.' Montesclaros complains in 1612, that in spite of prohibitions 
four or five ships hadarrived that year from Acapulco under various pretexts, 
such as stress of weather, conveyance of despatches from the govemment of 
New Spain, and like excuses. Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, vi. 342-4 
and 304. 
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cession that one vessel annually from each port might 
trade between the two colonies was shackled with re-
strictions, and in 1634 finally withdrawn.^^ Yet this 
'ungenerous legislation was not wholly effective, since 
we learn that Peruvian vessels directed their course 
from time to time to the port of Acapulco, and that 
even viceroys were apt to ignore the stringent stat-
utes, whereupon the crown' ordered that the penalty of 
death and confiscation of property should be imposed 
upon all Peruvian merchants trading with Acapulco,^^ 
Happy colonies! Nevertheless during the eighteenth 
century trade to some extent was reêstablished,^*' 
though it was not until 1794 that the eyes of Spain 
were opened and the monarch decreed free trade be-
tween the two colonies,^^ 

The internal commerce of New Spain was conducted 
for a long time along the routes of the Indian trails; 
but these narrow lines of communication were soon 
widened and made practicable for pack trains ánd 
wagons,^^ while additional roads were opened later 
between important places, The principal routes were 
those from the capital to Vera Cruz through Puebla 
and Jalapa; that through Chilpancingo to Acapulco; 
the one to Guatemala through Oajaca; and that 
leadihg northward to Durango and called "el camino 
de tierra dentro," From these main arteries branches 
and ramifications extended to all the principal towns,^^ 

"The vessel which left Callao was permitted to take 200,000 ducados to 
invest in produce or manufactures of New Spain, but nothing else, not even 
goods from Spain. Heavy penalties were enforced úi cases of violation of 
these rules. Grau y Monfcdcon, in Id., 447-8. 

^^Robks, Diarío, i. 212, 241; Descrip. de Amer., MS., 196-8, Viceroy 
Linares with more liberal views suggested to the kiug the advisability of re-
opening trade with Pera, but his majesty disregarded this advice, and by 
cédula of July 3, 1712, peremptorily forbade aU traffic between the ports of 
New Spain and that colony. Reales Céduias, MS., i. 74, 

^°RevilUi Oigedo, Instruc, 105-6, 
»1 Oaz. Mex. (1800-1), x. 125. 
02 Salmeron stated in. 1631 that work had been begun on these native roads. 

Temattx-Compans, serie iL tom. v, 191-2, 
"Hwmboldt, Essai Polit., ii. 682-8. The different halting-places were 

f rovided 'with mesones and posadas, and the justices were ordered by the 
ing to see that traveUers were supplied with provisions and other neces-

saries for the road at fair prices, ' y que no se les hagan extorsiones.' Recop. 
delnd., u, 56. 
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Many of these roads were dangerous in places, even 
the best of them, owing to the physical features of 
the country, presenting difficulties which taxed 
severely the traveller's nérves and endurance. Their 
condition, moreover, down to the beginning of the nine-
teenth century was rarely satisfactory; and thouo-h 
the viceroys repeatedly exerted themselves to effect 
improvements, merchandise was more generally trans-
ported by beasts of burden than wagons. 

Of the important highways which led from the 
capital to Vera Cruz and Acapulco, especial notice 
must be taken. Along the first of these lines of 
traffic all European merchandise was introduced into 
the country, while by the latter Mexican trade with 
the Philippines Islands and Peru was carried on. In 
1708 the Jesuit, Pé re JaiIIandier, travelled across the 
continent from the first naraed port to Acapulco, and 
has furnished us with a detailed account of his journey. 
I t being the dry season the priest and his party were 
enabled to follow a route not taken during the rainy 
scason, Having passed through Buena Vista and 
crossed the river Jamaica eight leagues from the port, 
thev travelled ten leag'ues farther over uncultivatcd 
land, arriving at the river and village of Cotasta. 
Their road thence led through fertile valleys covered 
with trees and cornfields to San Lorenzo,^* Cordoba, 
and Orizaba, On the sixth day of their journey 
Puebla was reached,^"' after passing through a charm-
ing country abounding in fruit and grain. Proceeding 
to Cholula, and leaving Tlascala four leagues to their 
left, the party arrived safely at Mexico on the eighth 
day, having seen snow-capped mountains, and a vol-
cano in a state of eruption. The distance travelled as 

'* Inhabited by negroes. Extrait d'une Lettj-e, MS., 1-á. 
35 Padre X"avarrete made the journey from Vera Cruz to the capital in 

1646 and says: ' W e pass'd through places infested with mosquito's or 
gna t s . . .but met not with those uncouth roads, or mighty cold, which others 
who travelled the same way the next yearso mightily magnified.' Churchill's 
Col. Voy.,i. 208, 
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given by Jaillandier was eighty leagues from Vera 
Cruz.'*' 

The descent from the capital to the Pacific coast 
was more gradual than that to Vera Cruz, but at 
certain seasons presented difficulties which caused 
more delay and danger. JaiIIandier represents the 
descent from the heights as perilous; and the ac-
counts of both Navarrete and Humboldt prove that 
for more than a century and a half but little improved 
facilities for travelling had been effected on this high-
way. The former thus describes the route: " This 
road is indeed bad and troublesome; there are moun-
tains that reach up to' the clouds, and as uncouth as 
may be; mighty rivers, and the summer then begin-
ning, high swoln. Bridges there are none, but abun-
dance of musqueto's, or gnats, that sting cruelly."^'^ 
Passing through Cuernavaca and crossing the Rio de 
las Balsas in the primitive rnethod employed before 
the conquest,^^ the party arrived at Chilpancingo, at 
that time a town of four hundred families. Thence 
they travelled over a mountain range, continually 
ascendiug and descending, and reached Acapulco after 
ten days of fatiguing journey. 

Since these travellers crossed Mexico from ocean to 

'8 In Humboldt's time the road led from the capital to Perote 2,600 feet 
above sea-level; the descent thence to the ravLae of Plan del Rio was very 
rapid, The latter roads leading to the coast were generally veiy difficult, and 
Huml>oldt called the attention of the govemment to the necessity of improve-
ment. He includes among these routes 'que j'appelle transversales' those 
leading from Zacatecas to Nuevo Santander; from Guadalajara to San Blas; 
from Valladolid to Port Colima, and from Durango to Mazatlan. Essai 
PolU., ii. 683-4. 

"ChurchiU's CoL Voy., i. 209. 
'8 Navarrete crossed this river in a similar manner 60 years before Jaillan-

dier: ' people pass over it on canes, which are supported by only four cala-
bashes they are fastened to; at first it is frightful to see so ridiculous and 
weak an invention; an Indian lays hold of one end of it, and the passenger 
being upon it with his mules and fumiture, he S'wims, and draws it over after 
him. Ibid. This river is the same as the Mescala, so called by Humboldt, 
who crossed it in the same manner, He describes it as being nearly as danger-
ous as the Pajjagayo, which frequently increased from a width of 65 feet to 
that of 300, cargo-trains being compelled to wait seven or eight days before 
being able to cross. An attempt had been made to erect a bridge across it, 
but the massive piers were washed away before its completion. In 1803 the 
govemment appropriated 100,000 pesos to constract a second. HumboUIt, 
msai PolU., u. 684-5, 
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ocean, great improvements of the highways have been 
effected, Under the administrations of the viceroys 
Bucareli, ReviIIa Gigedo, and Iturrigaray,the most im-
portant lines of traffic were placed in tolerable condition 
and stage lines established.^ The exertions of the latter 
ruler were particularly successful, and to him are the 
Mexicans indebted for the splendid Jalapa highway 
to Vera Cruz, the construction of which had cost 
nearly 3,000,000 pesos in 1812.*° 

Although the physical formation generally is un-
favorable to river and canal navigation, such is not 
the case in the valley of Mexico, and thousands of 
canoes yearly conveyed grain ihto the capital by the 
lakes Tezcuco and San Cristôbal, which were con-
nected by a narrow canal, or rather dike. Commu-
nication with Lake Chalco, and throughout the extent 
of the valley, might have been easily effected at an 
early date, and freight charges greatly reduced, but 
the government opposed all such projects until the 
time of Iturrigaray, who ordered the opening of the 
Tezcuco canal.*^ 

" A stage ran in 1791 from the capital to Puebla, thence t t San Andrés, 
the Úmit of the line, towards Oajaca, 'por no poder seguir carruage,' Gaz. 
Mex., iv. 347. In 1̂ 793 six coaches called the 'coches de Providencia,' pUed 
the streets of Mexico, the drivers dressed in Uvery, Id., v. 419-23, 472. To 
the proprietors of these latter vehicles the concession was granted in 1794 to 
open a passenger line between the city of Mexico and Guadalajara, through 
Querétero, and also to Perote. The stages were to run weekly or monthly, 
and carry only four passengers. Should there be only one passenger to 
Guadalajara his fare was $200; two passengers paid $105 each; three $75, and 
four$62.50. The retum fares were at half price. To Perote the prices paid 
were, for one person, $70; for two $76; for three, $82; and for four passengers, 
$90. An amount of freight in decreasing proportion to the greater number 
of passengers was allowed to be carried. Id., vi. 51-6. 

^Lerdo de Tejada, Comerc Esterior, 43. This work was commenced in 
1803, and the expenses weredefrayed by the consulado of Vera Craz. Id., 22. 
A traveller in 1805 describes the principal roads as excellent, and expresses 
the hope that others wiU be made equally good, adding, 'pues he visto mn-
choB que han muerto desbarrancados, asi eclesiasticoB..,, como arrieros,' 
Diar. Mex., i. 348. Consult also Azanza, Itistmc, 71-5; Panes, Exknsion, 
V. Cruz, MS., 211-61; V. Cruz, Esposk., 15-17; ReviUa Oigedo, Instruc, MS,, 
i. 119-44, Opposing interests for many years delayed the constraction of the 
Jalapa road, the merchants of the capital desiring that the proposed new road 
should pass Chizaba, whUe those of Vera Cruz were in favor of it being con-
ducted through Jalapa. The old route led through the plain of Apa 'vnthout 
touching Puebla. Humboldt, Essai PolU., u. 685-6. 

" HumboMt, Essai PolU., i. 231. In 1715 a memorial was addressed to the 
viceroy petitioning for the formation of a canal from the Goazocalco Rirer 
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For many years after the conquest, postal commu-
nication with Spain was infrequent and irregular; 
nor was the system by which the mail service was 
conducted such as to secure secrecy or even safe de-
livery. A t first all correspondence, including royal 
despatches, was ordered to be conveyed to its des-
tination free of charge, and be punctually delivered; 
but during the last half of the sixteenth century a 
postal service was established by the crown, which 
being made salable to the highest bidder *̂  was not 
only ill conducted, but opened a way to dishonesty 
and treachery. Correspondents whether political or 
commercial could seldom feel confident that their let-
ters would reach their destination, or escape being 
tampered with by ecclesiastics or inimical secular 
authorities.*^ Nor did the Indian mail-carriers escape 
abuses, and from time to time laws were passed for 
the purpose of insuring to them payment for their 
hard services and relief from ill-treatment.** Even 
the natives trafficking on the mail routes suffered, their 
beasts of hurden being taken from them and their 
cargoes cast down on the road side,*^ 

During the seventeenth century the postal com-
munication both internal and trans-oceanic was 
greatly increased, and in 1659 Viceroy Alburquerque 

to Oajaca via Sarabia, The memorial was filed among the secret archives of 
Madrid, and an order was sent from the court to the memorialists forbidding 
them ever to refer to the subject again, Nouv. Avnaies, Voy., cliu. 8. 

''^The right to transmit mails was made 'vendible y renunciable' that is 
transferable by the purchaser of the coutract to another. When the manage-
ment of the service was assumcd by the crown in 1765, the sumof $61,770 
was paid to Antonio Mendez Prieto to extinguish his right. OcUvez, Informe, 
Marqués de Sonora, 65. 

^ l n 1592 a royal order was issued prohibiting ecclesiastics and secular 

Sjrsons from opening or detaining correspondence either official or private. 
ecop. de Ind., i. 655. From a cédula promulgated in 1662 it is known that 

letters were freqneutly opened and detained. Id., 656. Postmasters were or-
dered to give receipts for the correspondence intrusted to them by tribunals. 
Id., 659, 

**Id., 660, 658, 
^The contractor, caUed the correo mayor, faUed to phcce post horses at tbe 

proper places, and those of the Indians were pressed into the service 'without 
their owners being remunerated: ' veianse obUgados los indios á ir á pié tras el 
correo para Volver con sus caballos, que les eran quitados por fuerza en los 
caminoB tirándoles la carga qne dejaban abandonada,' Rivera, Oob. de Mex., 
L23L 
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ordered a mail vessel to be despatched every four 
months to Spain, touching at Habana to take on 
board Cuban correspondenee,'*^ From this time knav-
ish mismanagement kept pace with the increase of 
public requirement and yielded corresponding profits. 
The eyes of vicero^'-s, both good and bad, were not 
closed to this state of affairs, and in 1765 the crown 
assumed the adrainistration of the mail service,*^ and 
greatly increased its facilities.^^ 

Having presented a general sketch of the external 
commerce of New Spain, it remains to give some 
account of the methods of conductinof internal traffic. 
Trade in the interior was facilitated by the establish-
ment of fairs held at certain seasons of the year at 
various trading centres, Notable among these assem-
blages for the purposes of traffic were the fairs held 
at Acapulco, Jalapa, and San Juan de los Lagos.*^ 
Activity in trade was and still is greatly stimulated 

*®These despatch boats were small vessels which had no connection with 
the annual fleets, and were called ' avisos.' Such barks sailed to and from 
the Peninsula before the systeni of fleets was established and were allowed to 
carry a small quantity of merchandise. At first they were only despatched 
biennally, but ultimately every month, 'debiendo arrojarla'—i. e. the corre-
epondence—'alagualuego que apareciera un peligro.' Id., 99, 203-4; L'rdo 
de Tejada, Aj'Unt. Llist., no. v. 301-2. 

*'Dccrees were issued on the 27 th of November and the 21stof Decem-
ber, and put in force on the Ist of July 1766. Mex., Vandos, 'mCeduIario, i. 
no. i. 155-6. lu the yea.r 17G5 the receipts of the post-office were 121,179^ 
reales de plata, the expenses being G4,460 reales, leaving net pi'oceeds 56,719| 
realesor 7,090 pesos. iS'oc. ]\Ir'x. Geog., 2a ep. iii. 45. A list of postal towns 
and their distances \\ ill be found Ln Id., i. 788-94. Times of departure and 
wráv&linZumijuyO. Calend., 143-6. 

*^ Till late in the eighteenth century the arrival of the mail from Spain waa 
the occasion of rejoicing and celebration. The church bells were rung, 'cuyo 
estraendo es tan grande y molesto, que es menester hablar á voces para en-
tenderse.' On the following day the viceroy and audiencia attended mass 
and offered thanksgiving in the cathedral. Not even the news of a Spanish 
monarch's death interrupted the ringing of the bells: 'y concluido este, se 
empieza á tocar á muerto. ' Estalla., xxvi. 297. Mailcarriers were infected 
with the prevailing weakness, and among other fraudulent practices were 
addicted to smuggling. They were prohibited from carrying packages or 
freight. Revilla Gigedo, Bandos, nos. Ixi. and Ixxi. 

*" The latter fair had a religious origin. jNIuItitudes of pilgrims from the 
ycar 1623 annually visited the town iu order to venerate an image of the vir-
^iii. This attracted merchauts and traders. In 1797 Cárlos IV. appointed 
tlie fair to be held during the first 15 days of December. I t is estimated that 
100,000 persons coUccted from all parts of Mexico at this time. Soc Mex. 
Geog., vi. 310-11; Disposic Var., i. 40, 52; Gaz. Mex., x. 230. 
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by the irregularity of the maize crops, and consequent 
exchange of productions in different provinces, the 
prices of maize often varying in neighboring distrîcts 
in the propbrtion of nine to twenty-two,^" In certain 
parts the consumption of commodities at the mines 
was the main support of commerce," In every town 
a daily market was held in the public square; and in 
the capital itself, besides the general one in the plaza 
del Volador, there were various others assigned for the 
sale of special articles, such as that in the plaza de 
Jesus, where building materials only were sold, the 
plaza de la Paja or hay-market, and the alhôndiga 
where grain and flour were sold,̂ ^ Notable also was 
the baratillo, a place where second-hand goods were 
bought and sold, and which was the thieves' empo-
rium, since stolen articles could always be disposed 
of in that mart. 

The great commercial gatherings at the fairs were, 
however, the events which marked the activity de-
veloped at the different centers of periodical trading. 
Wherever a fair was held, thither thronged the mer-
chant with silks and foreign staples, the petty dealer 
and huckster, the gambler, and the thief. The day 
was passed in close dealing and cheating, and thø 
night in gambling, fandangos, and carousal, the assas-

'''> Humboldt, Essai PoliL, u, 689, 
^̂  Humboldt mentions a curious system of traffic with the wild Indians in^ 

tfae north. The natives were accustomed to place small crosses on the road 
from Chihuahua to Santa Fé. A pîece of deer-meat in a leathem bag was-
hnng on a cross, and a buffalo hide spread at its foot. This indicated that 
the Indians wished to trade with the worshippers of the cross, and offered 
skins for provisions, The soldiers of the presidios took the hides and left 
salt meat in pa^nnent, This barter was carried on without the parties seeing: 
each other: 'un systfeme de conunerce qui iudique un mélange extraordinaire -. 
de bonne foi et de méfiance,' Essai PoUt., i. 3 ( ^ 5 . 

** The regulations by which these markets in the capital were conducted! 
were strict, Producers could sell their articles only in the respective^ 
places of sale. Wholesale business was carried on by auction, under the-. 
direction of a corregidor, AU cereals had to be delivered and sold at the^ 
alhôndiga, or com-market, Retail shopkeepers could sell provisions of every 
kind, Prices in some instances were regulated by law, as those of poultry. 
Mo Uemayor, Stmutrio, iu, 3-8, 43-4, 56-9; Recop. de Ind., ii. 48-53. Over-
the markets a juez de plaza presided, who daily attended office in the plaza. 
del Volador and verbaUy decided disputes. In cases of rascaUty the culprits. 
were sent by him to prison to be tried. RevilUt Oigedo, Bandos, ii, no. XV..30L. 

HlBT. Msx.. Yoi.. m , 41 
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sin's knife being thrust ever and anon betw^een a vic-
tira's shoulder-blades, A t these fairs a great pro-
portion of the commerce of the country was carried 
on. Cacao, cochineal, indigo, sugar, flour, sarsaparilla, 
vanilla, tanned hides, jalap, soap, dye-woods, and pep-
pers brought thither were purchased by exporting 
inerchants, and conveyed by long trains of pack-mules 
to Vera Cruz for shipment to Spain. In turn these 
traders sold their own coramodities at a profit that 
would stagger the me'rchants of raodern days, Gaudy 
linen and cotton goods, wines and oil, cheap trinkets, 
and trumpery wcre disposed of at enormous prices. 
The Indian and the country Spaniard alike paid exor-
bitant rates, whether the purchase consisted of a string 
of glass beads, or of an expensive costume. 

I t was late before Spain recognized that restrictions 
on commerce did not conduce to either her own pros-
perity or to that of her colonies. In 1765 the crown 
relaxed somewhat the prohibitions, and opened a 
number of ports in Spain to trade with certain 
colonies,^^ and in 1778 extended the privilege to all 
the Indies.^* These liberal raeasures of Cárlos III . 
gave a great impulse to commerce; the port of Cam-
peche and others were opened to trade,^^ the system 
of the fleets was forever abolished,^^ and in 1799, 
owing to the war between Spain and England, neutral 
vessels were allowed to trade directly between the 
Peninsula and the colonies.^^ Meanw^hile the system 

^ Trade with the principal islands of the West Indies was opened at tlie 
ports of Cádiz, SeviUe, Alicante, Cartagena, Malaga, Barcelona, Santander, 
Coruna, and Guijon, 'aboliendo los derechos de palmeo, tonelades, extran-
geria, seminario de S. Telmo, visitas, habilitaciones, y licencias.' Antunez, 
Mem. Ilist. Com., .36-7. 

** The additional ports of Almeria, Alfaques de Tortosa, Palma in Majorca, 
and Santa Cruz in the island of Tenerife were opened. Id., 37; Lcrdo de 
Tijada, Comcr. E<ter., 19-20. This famous act of Cárlos IH . was issued on 
the I2th of October, 1778, and was styled the 'Ordenanza ô pragmática dd 
comercio Ubrc.' Lhid. 

^^ Corr. Merc E^sji. Ind., iL 6. 
^^The last fleet sailed from Spain in the year 1776, and left Vera Cruz on 

the 16th of January, 1778. Lerdo de Tejada, Comer. Ester., docs. nos. 10, 11. 
*' This permission was soon afterward abrogated, Disposic Varias, iiL 45, 
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of insurance developed and several companies were 
formed. Mercantile adventures were covered by in-
surance policies at an early date, and Philip I I . in 
the years 1556, 1587, and 1588 issued a number 
of laws regulating such transactions and the action 
of underwriters. This business, however, was con-
fined to Spanish shippers and insurers, the policies 
issued by the latter being subject to the approval of 
the consulado in SeviUe.^ But the stimulus given 
to commerce by the removal of restrictions in 1778 
induced the merchants of Vera Cruz to establish a 
marine insurance company in 1789,̂ ^ which was to 
last for five years, and again in 1802 a second one was 
formed on a larger scale, thus indicating the increase 
in commercial operations.®" 

In 1781 the conde de Cabarrus, who enjoyed a high 
reputation in matters of finance, addressed a memorial 
to the king of Spain advocating the establishment of 
a national bank. The proposal being supported by 
the minister Jovellanos, the king by cédula of the 
26th of June 1782 authorized the creation of a joint 
stock banking company with the title of Banco de San 
Cárlos. The number of shares was fixed at one hun-
dréd and fifty thousand, open to all purchasers, and 
the capital at fifteen million pesos fuertes,^^ 

On the 18th of June 1783 subscriptions were opened 

and again granted from 1805 to 1809, when it was 'withdrawn by cédulas of 
the 17th of May and 27th of July, Concessîons were, however, granted to cer-
tain merchants aUowing them to introduce into colonial ports goods proceeding 
directly from foreign ports. The mercantile monopoly of Vera Craz received 
its final blow in 1820, when a number of ports on botli the Atlantic and 
Pacific shores of New Spain were opened to foreign trade, Lerdo de Tejada, 
Comer. Ester., 20-1, Consult, also, RegUitnento y Arancdes Reaies, Comer. 
Libre, 1-262; Ordenes de Ut Corona, MS,, iu, 45-8, and vi. 82-5; Azanza, 
Instruc, MS., 141^7. 

^Recop. de Ind., iu, 474-90. In 1773 a royal cédula was issued correct-
ing various abuses prevaiUng in the insurance business. Rescriphs Reaies 
Edes., MS., 23-6. 

^ With a capital of $230,000 divided into 46 shares at $5,000 each. Lerch 
de T^ada, Apunt. Hist., v. 311. 

^ The capital of the second company was 400,000 pesos fuertes divided into 
80 shares, 58 of which were immediately taken up by merchants of Vera Cruz. 
A list of the shareholders and a copy of the by-laws wiU be found in Gaz. 
Mex. (1802-3), xL 97-101, 

^^Reales Ordenes, iv. 1-56, 

wmt 
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in ]\Iexico by decree of the viceroy, and not only were 
private individuals solicited to purchase shares, but 
even the municipalities of Indian towns and vil-
lages.̂ "̂  The consequence was that a large number 
of shares was sold, the people and municipalities in 
different parts of New Spain alone purchasing nearly 
one hundred and fifteen thousand pesos' worth of the 
scrip.^^ I t turned out to be onlya comraercial bubble, 
however, which floated for a tiine, when finally there 
came a crash which brought ruin to thousands, 

Nevertheless, in spite of occasional disastrous spec-
ulations the comraerce of New Spain expanded ac-
tivcly ancl surely under the raore liberal system. 
Statistics of the earlier trading operations are want-
iiig, but a fair estimate of the impulse given to com-
merce by the so-called free trading laws may be 
gathered from documents which supply us with the 
tonnage of the fleets which arrived at Vera Cruz dur-
ing the eighteenth century, During the period from 
1706 to 1776 this varied from 1,202 to 8,492 tons,̂ * 
and the value of return cargoes from ten million pesos 
to more than twenty-seven million in bullion and pro-
ductions, Again between 1728 and 1739 not more 
than one hundred and sixty-four vessels, besides fifty-
eiglit whicli composed the three fleets that visited 
New Spain during those twelve years, entered the 
port of Vera Cruz, whereas during the period from 
1784 to 1795 no less than 1,142 ships arrived from 
the different ports opened in the Peninsula and the 
colonies.^" According to the calculations of Hum-
boldt, the total amount of bullion exported during the 

*̂  'Queriendo S. M. que este beneficio comprehenda no solo á los Particu-
lares, sLno tambien á los Cuerpos de Ciudades, ViIIas y Pueblos, ha expedido 
su Real permiso para que estos se interesen con sus haberes propios y comunes. 
Disposic Varias, iii. f. 97. 

** Gaz. Mex., ii. 235-6 et seq. 
"The fleet correspondLug with the latter figures sailed in 1760coimnanded 

by Carlos Reggio. It took back a retum cargo in precious metals and pro-
ductions of the country to the amount of $9,811,245, of which $7,459,803 
belonged to private individuals, and the balance to the king. Lerdo de Te-
jada, Comer. Eskr., doc. nos. 2, 3. 

^ld., doc. nos. 12, 13. 
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thirteen years from 1779 to 1791 amounted to $224,-
052,025, whUe in the preceding thirteen years it was 
only $155,160,564.«' 

But a trying period of intestine strife awaited the 
colony of New Spain, and during the death struggle 
for release from the fetters with which she had been 
shackled for three centuries by the mother country, 
commerce again declined, until independence gave 
to Mexico free action and insured corresponding 
progress. 

'»EssaiPoL,ii. 734-7. 

During the earlier period of the commercial history of New Spain, statis-
tics showing the actual amount of trade carried on are meagre; of its Umita-
tions, however, a correct idea can be obtained from multitudinous royal 
cédulas and ordinances which exhibit thoroughly Spain's policy. The cor-
respondence of viceroys also affords considerable information as to the fluctu-
ating condition of trade and the prosperity of the country. StiII more 
valuable in this respect are the reports of such ralers to their successors, 
among which especial mention may be made of Mancera, Instruccion, in Doc 
Inéd., xxL; Linares, Instmcdon, MS,, and RetnUa Gigedo, Instmccwn Reser-
vada. This last work exhibits not only close observation on the author's 
part, but a more liberal tendency than might be expected in a viceroy of New 
Spain; for though he was somewhat biassed by the spirit of the govemment 
at that tîme, his views were singularly correct, and his administration just, 
The Instrucdon Reservada was not pubUshed in Mexico before 1831, I t sup-
plies in 353 pages a complete account of every branch of the govemment, and 
was deemed so important that in the following year the supreme government 
ordered the pubUcation of an index to it, which, however, not being alpha-
beticaUy arranged, is of Uttle service, Probably the most valuable contribu-
tîon to information on commerce is Linage's Norte de h. contrcUacion, in two 
books of 299 and 264 pages respectively, published in SeviUe in 1672, a work 
which describes fully the laws, customs, and practices which pertained to 
trade between Spain and her American colonies, Joseph de Veitia Linage 
was a knight of the order of Santîago, a member of the king's council, and 
treasurer and juez oficial of the casa de contratacion. He was thus fuUy 
competent to compile a work which for completeness can challenge any pre-
ceding publication of the kind. Not only does it include information upon 
commerce, but much relating to the revenue and assaying departments, 
The author in his preface informs his readers of the sources from which he 
made his compilation and drew his results, Naturally they were principally 
official documents, including royal cédulas and instractions, the correspond-
ence of officers of the crown, the members of the council of the Indies and of 
the casa de contratacion, But besides these authorities he did not omit to 
consult the historians of his time. 
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With regard to the title of the book he aUeges reasons for his selection of 
it, As mariners direct their course across the ocean by observing the polar 
star, so may his readers, he hopes, be guided through the intricacies of com-
merce by the perusal of his wofk; and as the needle by pointing to the same 
quarter instracts the mariner, so may his book instract the readers of it. The 
edition contains a curious wood-cut frontispiece representing in the upper por-
tion 'D. Ferdinandus & EUsabet' enthroned on the left, and 'D. CMOIUS II. 
& Regina Mater' on the right, suppbrted by two columns on either side. In 
niches between the pairs of columns are full-length figures of 'Colon' and 
'Cortés.' A representation of the ocean with galleons sailing on it occupies 
the center. Numerous scroUs with Latin inscriptions are scattered on the 
wood-cut. In 1702 this work was 'Made English by Capt. John Stevens,' 
who added 'Two Compleat Lists: One of the Goods Transported outof Europe 
to the Spanish West-Indies, the other of commodities brought from those 
Parts into Europc' A comprehensive history of the PhiUppine trade is to be 
found in Extracto Historial Dd Expediénte Que Pende En El Consejo Reai, T 
Supremo De Las Indicui, A Instancia De La Ciudad De Mani a, T Demds De 
Las Islas PhiUpinas, published in Madrid by order of the king in 1736, and 
containing 324 folios. This work comprises a large number of royal and other 
official documents, from early times, bearing upon commerce between the Phil-
ippine Islands and China and New Spain. The injury done to Spanish com-
merce by the introduction of Chinese silk fabrics into Acapulco, is especially 
entered into, and the restrictions which were imposed upon such articles in-
duced the king, on the representations of Manila merchants, to cause a com-
plete investigation to be made. Among modem authorities on the commerce 
of New Spain, Lerdo de Tejada may be mentioned as one conspicuous for re-
search and with a correct judgment of causes and effects. His Apuntes His-
toricos De La Hertíica Ciudad de Vera-Cmz was published in Mexico in 1850, 
and besides fumishing a general review of commerce from the conquest until 
after the independence, contains a historical sketch of events from the history 
of Columbus, and a description of Vera Craz and the port of San Juan de 
Ulúa, In 1853 Lerdo de Tejada pubUshed another work on Mexico, entitled 
Commerdo Eskrior de Mexico, which contains tabular forms exhibiting the 
number of vessels entering Mexican ports during the period from 1728 to 
1795, besides other information, The writings of this author are an import-
ant addition to the literature of Mexico, 

The researches of Humboldt which embrace commercial matters may be 
considered defective and occasionally inaccurate, Embracing in his calcula-
tions the commerce of all the Spanish American colonies, and basing them 
more particularly upon the exports of the precious metals, his deductions are 
too general to afford information in detail relative to the earUer trade of New 
Spain, From the conunencement of free trade, however, he has made valua-
ble calculations and supplied figures setting forth the values of exports and 
imports, with comparative tables exhibiting the increase of commerce since 
the removal of the restrictions. Essai PolU., iL 733-8. In his description <rf 
the highways and roads of Mexico he shows exceUent observation and sup-
pUes good suggestions for improvement. 

Correo Mercantil de Espana y sus Indias, Madrid, 1792-4, in 4 vols. 
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This work is a commercial monthly periodical, and contains information 
npon the oommerce of Spain and her westem colonies, together with the con-
dition of her trade 'with the principal cities of Europe, Prices-current, rates 
of exchange, and shipping business appear regularly in the volumes, The 
most important information which it affords with regard to Mexico is that 
relating to the freedom of the ports, and the shipping business at Vera Cruz, 
Mention is also made of the agricultural condition of various parts of the 
country, and of the culture of certain valuable productions. The rapid 
development of commerce had opened a new Uterary field which demanded 
a special treatment not unworthy of the highest order of ability, Bishop 
Huet had in common with other leamed investigators given a dissertation 
on the trade of the ancients, in which the middle ages found an exponent 
in loannis Angelii a Werdmhagen de Rebuspublkis Hanseatkis Tractattts; 
but these failed to meet the wants of the practical merchant, The weU 
arranged maritime hLstory of Morisot was more to his taste, but it was 
insnfficient, and had to yield to Richard, Traité Générai du Commerce. A 
stiU more practical work, and the most valuable so far issued, is An His-
toricai and Chronological Deduction ofthe Orígin ofCommerce, London, 1764, 
2 vols, 4to, by Adam Anderson, a clerk of the South Sea Company for above 
forty years. Its success cansed the issue of a new edition in 1787, enlarged 
to four volumes quarto, republished in 1801. BegLaning with the carliest 
records of the Jews and Greeks, the development of industrial arts and 
Bciences is reviewed in connection with trade, migration, and colonization, 
at first by centuries, but soon year by year. Legislative measures, finance, 
treaties, naval operations, and other projects affecting trade are also in-
cluded. The first volume closes with the fifteenth century; the second with 
the seventeenth; the third with 1762; the latter containing to a great extent 
the personal observations of the author while connected 'with mercantile 
affiiirs. The fourth volume is a continuation by the publishers for the period 
1762-88, bristling with details and statistics, The work is evidently the 
result of years of labor, and research into obscure as well as standard 
authorities, The earlier period indicates less jndgment and completeness, 
but afterward it improves greatly, and shows more originaUty, The want of 
critical skUI is a serious fanlt, and objections may be made to the abundance 
of statistical and unessential detaUs in the text, and to the compUatory form, 
combined with a stUted, prosy style. England is of course the main object 
of the work, particularly in the later portions, wherein the spirit of national 
prejudice becomes rather glaring, 

The success of Anderson's work, perhaps, rather than its faults, induced 
David Macpherson in 1805 to issue the Anvals of Commerce, Manufactures, 
Fls/ieries, and Navigation, 4 vols, 4to, wherein he claims to present a complete 
revision of the former. He recognizes the care bestowed by Anderson upon 
the period after the discovery of America, and presumes only to prane it of 
cximbrons details and odd words, adding his own comments in notes; but the 
earUer period he found it necessary to rewrite. Somewhat over two volumes 
are devoted to the revision, and the remainder to a history of the last forty 
years, formed entirely by himself from official papers and pubUc reports, and 
ignoiing altogether the continuation by the publishers of the original work. 
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If Macpherson's endeavor to build u p a reputation upon an esteemed standard 
workdoes notexactly inspire confidence, yet i t must be admitted thatthema-
terial he offers is not 'without value, and tha t his praning has been of use • 
bu t other expected improvements of method and of style are by no means 
apparent. Altogether it remains a question whether the result warranted so 
bulky an issue. 

The number of books on trade and industries increased rapidly in various 
forms, including not only works on special branches, but cyciopedias, as 
McCuUoch's, and the Dictionnaire du Commercant; pcriodical reviews, as 
Anmiaiiede Commerce Maritime; andgeneral statistical reviews, as Dieterici, 
Statistics of fhe ZoIIrercin. One of the most thorough books of the latter 
class, comprising the varied phases of industries and resources of every 
country is, John 3Iacgregor's Commercial Statistics. London, 1844-50, 5 vols, 
4to. As secretary to the English board of trade, of extensive travel, and 
intimate with the leading men and institutions of more than one country, he 
had every facility for obtaining the necessary material and aid for his work, 
a n d he has certainly shown his ability to make good use thereof. A sketch 
of physical geography precedes the review ot resources and industries for 
each country, and a series of commercial treatises is appended. 

The importance of the X'ew World, and the want perceptible in even its 
most complete histories of a statistical report on the growth of the various 
states, induced Macgregor to publish a special, ponderous set on The Prog-
ress of America. London, 1847, 2 vols, 4to. In order to present a thorough 
and satisfactory work he added historic and geographic material to the 
industrial reviews ^\hich form the matn object. The United States, as the 
inost important section, occupies the whole of volume I I , forming one third 
of the whole text, while the ten books of volume I are pretty evenly dis-
tributed. The first book gives a review of the discovery, conquest, and 
settlement of America in general; I V - V I cover Mexico and Central America; 
and the remainder, South America, the AntiIIes, and the British possessions, 
including a re^ãew of English trade generally 'with the new world. Macgregor 
published several other works on this subject, chiefly relating to America. 

In contrast to the practical English treatises on commerce ^\e now tum to 
a work which in devoting itself to the development of trade 'with distant 
Tegions, ventured upon the innovation of allying philosophy and speculative 
thought to so material a subject. But it was the era of revolution, and 
before the author lay the flattering hope of becoming another Tliucy-
dides, the leader in a new literary field. I ts fulfilment lies before us in the 
Histoire Phihsophique et Polifitjuc des ÉtahUssemens et du Commerce des Euro-
péens dans ks deux Indes; par Guillaume Thomas Raynal; first issued at Ge-
néve, 1780, in 5 vols, 4to, and 10 vols, 8vo. The re-vised edition, Paris, 1820-1, 
was increased to 12 vols, 8vo, from the author's manuscripts, and from the 
review by Penchet on the progress of the colonies since Piaynal's time. I t 
opens with the Portugiiese discovery of the sea route to the East Indies, 
and proceeds with the operations of other nations and the growth of trade in 
this region, including Africa and China. In Uvre VI is related the discovery 
of America, the conquest of Mexico, and the trade resources of New Spain, 
and in the following parts the progress of conquest and commefce in other 
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portions of America, particularly in the West Indies and the United States, 
In the níneteenth U'vre, forming volume X, Raynal concludes his o-wn writing 
'with a review of the development of institutions, moral and social, political 
and indnstrial, in both hemispheres, and their influence upon culture. 

The departure impUed in this work had more than a Uterary significance; 
it meant a warfare against social intolerance; and this required courage, par-
ticularly m a man moving in the supercilious, frivolous circles open to Ray-
nal, I t reqnired also ability to face the leamed hosts before him; and it 
demanded both quaUties to uudertake researches for so varied a field, The 
result was manif ested aUke by the applause of phUosophers and practical men, 
and by the condemnation of the church and the goverament, which forced him 
into exile, An acknowledgment of its beauties was conveyed in the very 
charge that Diderot's hand was manifest therein; but there is no doubt that, 
whatever the work may owe to his advice, the elaboratiou is entirely by 
Raynal, I t exhibits a not uneven form, and a sustained nobility of thought 
and Btyle, which is never obscm'e, and always attractive. When principles, 
when human rights are the theme, then alone he breaks somewhat the bounds 
of calm review, and rising into the dramatic he discloses the Voltairian infln-
ence which has encompassed him, and shows himself the champion also of the 
negro slave. 

Trained a Jesuit and later made an abbé, Raynal had amid his multifarious 
studies imbibed the teachings of Montaigne and Bayle. Becoming a writer 
from choice as much as from necessity, he at once attracted the attention 
of critics by the Histoire du Staihoudérat, wherein he rose as one of the 
first to combat the prejudice of the age against trade as a profession, to 
point out its glories in the Queeu of the Adriatic, in the Medici family, 
and to demonstrate its influence and power in HoIIand, in raising a down-
trodden people to a leading nation, while for England it was about to 
create empires. The researches for this subject, and the duties in editing for 
Le Mercure, chained him more and more to commercial interests, whUe the 
companionship of Rousseau and kindred spirits raised him above the rank of 
mere narrator, and instiUed a philosophic spirit which soon evolved the 
Hiatoire PhUoaophique. Before fleeing from Paris to Genoa he had three 
copies of it printed, to be submitted to friends and critics for snggestions and 
improvements, The perfecting process occupied him after its pubUcation tUI 
bis death in 1796, at the age of about 83, England showed her appreciation 
of the work by a translation, in 1783, which was several times republished. 
Raynal 'left among other notes a Histoire Phihsophique, etc, des établissementa 
dans VAfríque Septentrionaie, which Penchet enlarged and issued in 1826, in 
2 vols, 8vo; and which should form a part of the greater work. 

A fuUer list of authorities consulted is the foUowing: Ordenea de Ut 
Corona, MS., iu. 45-8; vi. 34, 64-5, 79-85; Ceduiarw, MS,, L 165-6, 
246-8; ui, 62-3, 176; Cogoilvdo, HisL Tttc, 548-51; Caik, Mem. y Not., 
86-8,160-1, 183; Azavza, Tnstmccwn, MS,, 71-5,112-14, 141-67; VUIa-Senor, 
Theatro, i. 49-50; Revilkt Oigedo, Instmc, MS., i. 119-44, 321-64; u. 354-60, 
486-7; Id., Bandos, nos. xv. xix. xli.-lxxi,; Puga, Cedtdarío, 10, 113-14, 
175-6, 195-6; Vireyes deMex., Imtrttc, MS,, 5; Monumentos Domin. Esp., 
MS., 92, 107-8; ConcUio Prov. Mex., MS,, L 108-17, 341-60; Providendaa 
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Panes, Extension V. Cruz, MS., 211-61; Ejídos de Mexico, MS., 78; CoL Doc 
Iiiéd., xxi. 467-9, 488-9, 5 0 2 ^ ; Branciforte, Iitstruc, MS., 9-10; Linares, 
Insfruc, MS., 8-12; Philijnnas, Exlo. Ilist. Comer., 15-29, 123-328; Payno, 

1-216; Certificacion dc las Me'rcedes, MS., 90-1; Cancelada, linina de N. 
Esp., 14, passim; Rohles, D'iario, i. iL, passim; America, Descrip., MS., 141-
205, 162-3; Ternaux-Compans, série i. tom. x. 451-70; scrie ii. tom. v. 191-2, 
237-44, 329; Guijo, L, passim; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, ii. 17, 23-31; iii. 
325-38; iv. 18; ix. 89; Id., 3ra ep. i. 254-5, 788-94; lilvera, IIisL Jalapa, i. 
144, 184-6; Id., Gohernantes de Mex., i. 99, 137, 140, passim; Gaz. Mex., L 
u. iiL, passiin; iv. 410, 428-9; v. 10 et seq.; vL, passim; ix., 10-42, 161-300; 
X. 125, 354-78; xi. 39, 97 et seq.; xii.-xiv., passiin; Disposiciones Varias, 
MS., i. 18-40, 77; iL 1-4; iu. 42-5, 97; Antunez, Mem. Comercio, 21-27, 36-
330; Mayer's Mcx. Aztec, 230, 249-50, 260-74; ii. 98; Correo Merc. Esp., i. 
50-1; u. 6, 15, 96-7, 143-4; iiL 5, 11-12, 35-7; iv. 332-3, 445, 598, G21-2; 
Bekna, Recop., i. 111 e t seq . ; ii. 64, 71-86, 153-62; Noticioso (Jcn., 17 Xov. 
1817, 2-3 ; Lerdo de Tejada, Comercio Est., 1"2-15, passim; Sanchez, Pueb. 
Sa'jrad. Prof, 41-63; Barhachano, Mem. Camp., 1'2-13; Ward's Mex., i. 63, 
130-32; u. 10, 15, 49; Arrillaga, Recop. 1829, 378-428, 534-92; Id., Informe, 
12; Zaiiiora, Bib. Leg. VeL, u. 432, 528-33; v. 21-35, 306-13, 394; Cali-o, 
Annules IJi<t.,i. 131; ii. 205-9; Orozco y Berra, Cartog. Mex., 180-1; Vic /i'ro 
Unirer.ml, xxvii. 5, 67, 206-12, 243-6; Salmon's Modern fíist., i'ú. 216^19; 
Wapp, Mex. and Cent. Am., 95-116; West Indies, Geog. and Ilist., I3G-7; 
Pilce's Ex/iloratory Trav., 375-G; Ortez, Yrades Mex., 376-7; Id., Resumrtt, 
Estud., 79-86; Walton's Spanish Golonies, ii. 174; Id., Exposé, 428; Diario 
Mex., i. 19-20, 40, 250-1, 348; ii. 99-100; iv. 130, 219, 275-87; v. 1-2, 214, 
274-86; vi. .344; vii. 87-94, 262; ^áii. 40, 136, 531-3; x. 624; xi. G47-50; xii. 
483; 3íex. Lcgi<I. MeJ., 1851, 231-4; Spanish Empire inAm., 118-26, 279-
306; Alaman, fíi^t. MeJ., i. 28 e t seq . ; iii. 32-38; Wil ie, Xoticia fíac.,2, 
9-19; Cortez, Diario Exp. 1820, i. .346; ui. 6, 11-12; iv. 291; Método para 
despachar Gakon Felipinas, i. 259; Pap. Var., xxxi. 3; li. 3; clxiv. 97-104, 
134; clxxxvi. 15-17; ccxv. 3; Zamacois, fíist. MeJ., v. 413 et seq.; vi. 130, 
180; vu. 149; x. 1290; 3Iora, Revue Mex., 182-4, 214-41, 387; / '/., Obras 
Sueltos, L 90-2; fíumhoIiU, Essni PoL, i. 15, 1-20, 231, 243; ii. 4'25, 449, 663-
778, 826, 849-66; Id., Tahlas Estad., MS., 42-6; Id., Versuch, iv. 25()-430; 
V. 116-20; Id., Xew Spain, iv. 138, 281, 36.3-9; Dicc Univ., i. 53; v. 206-14; 
viu. G24-8, 6G6-7; x. 731-2, 81-2-14, 1014-25; Bustamante, Cuad. IJist., iv. 
67-76; Pinkerton's Modern Geog., iii. 211-12, 224-9; Id., GoIL Voy., v. 470-81, 
490-4; xiii. 858-9; Toung's fíist. Mex., 62; Carranza, Geog. Descrip., 12-17, 
23; Burnefs Discov. SoiUh Sea, u. 346-9; Dillon's Hist. Mex., 109-10; Lare-
naud'iérc, JJcx. et Guat. 259-64; Did>Ian y Lozano, Leg. JIcx., i. 36, 67; 
Ogilhy's America, 283; Democratic lirvicw, i. 268; De Bercy, L'Europe, i. 
141-3; Langsdorff, Voy., ii. 208; Ei Tiempo, 199; Palafox y Mendoza, Venerah. 
Senor, 4, 5; Fonseca y Urrutia, licul fíc -., i. 313 et seq.; Frisch, Staaten von 
Mex., 5; Gcdvan, J'ierras, 47-8; Lacunza, Discursos fíist., xxxvi. 529; Ocios 
E<j,an. Emigrad., vi. 340; Bourhourg, L'Islhme Teh., 8; Conder's JIcx. and 
Gitui., 51, 1.38; Xueva Espan'ia, Acuerdos, MS., 260-1; G<.<z'ta, Goh. Mex., 
122 et seq.; GiUhr'ie's Univ. Geog., i. 395; Alvaren, Estudios, iu. 437; Burke's 
Europ. Settlc, i. 232-8; Guia de fíac, u. 69-108; Wilson's Mex., 19-20; 
Winterbotham's IIisL of U. S., iv. 112-13; Guerra, Rev. N. L'sp., i. 177-8; 
u. 625-9; Macpherson's Annals of Com., i. 674-7; iiL 402; Diario Mcrcantil 
de Vera Cruz, 503-620; MiiIIer, Reisen in Mex., iii. 437-44, 720-37; Squier's 
MSS., xxii. 84; Zavala, Rev. Me.x., 27-67: Linage's Spanish Ruk of Trade, 
227, 266-7; BUiweU's Panamá, 68, 72. 
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INCOME. 

THB treasury department of New Spain may be 
said to have been organized early in 1524, with Cortés 
as governor and captain-general, when Rodrigo de 
Albomoz was appointed as contador, Gonzalo de 
Salazar as factor, Alonso de Estrada as treasurer, and 
Pedro Almindez Chirinos as inspector of smelting 
works. The interference of these oflScials in guberna-
torial affairs, and their assumption of prerogatives not 
rightly appertaining to the treasury, led to the estab-
lishment of a more thoroughly organized department 
which, as occupation progressed and the sources of 
revenue increased, became enlarged by the creation, 
from time to time, of different branch departments at 
the ports, and in all important districts. From 1528 
to the end of the eighteenth century, laws in great 
number were passed describing the duties and cur-
taUing the independent action of the royal oflScers of 
the treasury, providing against fraudulent practices, 
and protecting in every way the interests of the crown. 
If a cédula was issued which became inoperative, it 

(661 j 
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I 

was repeated; if an order proved ineffectual, it was 
revised, 

The treasury department as fully organized was 
composed of three principal oflficers,the factor, auditor, 
and treasurer, Each of these chiefs, together with 
an escribano, had under him three oflScials who may 
be denominated the first, second, and third book-
keepers, and attached to the department was a num-
ber of employés, such as scriveners, whowere occupied 
in despatching the business of the tribunal of royal 
oflBcers,̂  and that of the various outside branches 
responsible to it.^ 

ÂII the important affairs of each department were 
conducted by a tribunal of the royal officers who held 
their sessions weekly in the presence of the audiencia, 
or, where there was no audiencia, before the gov-
ernor of the district. Their duty was to direct the 
management of the royal treasury; and in the collec-
tion of the revenue these courts had absolute jurisdic-
tion, each tribunal being confined to its own district, 
During the sixteenth century the power of the royal 
oflficers was great, They opened in session the king's 
despatches to governors; could address the king con-
jointl}'^. or severally; viceroys and audiencias were or-
dered to put no impediraent in their way; justices and 
alguaciles mayores were instructed to carry out their 
orders in all mattersj concerning the treasury, and in 
their court sessions their vote was final. But later 
the power of these courts was greatly curtailed,^ and 
controlled by the audiencia and the higher Tribunal y 
Audiencia de Cuentas,* 

1 The tribunal de los oficiales reales of the city of Mexico was composed of 
five members, namely, the three chiefs of the treasury mentioned in the text 
and the contador de tributos y alcabalas. Villa-Senor, ThecUro, i. 39. 

••' Early in the 17th century there was a royal coffer and branch department 
a t each of the following places, namely: the city of Mexico, Vera Cruz, Aca-
pulco, SanLuis de Potosí, Guanajuato, Pachuca, Guadalajara, Durango, and 
Merida in Yucatan. Recop. de Ind., iL 451. The first two treasury depart-
ments were those of the city of Mexico and Vera Cruz. 

3Recop. de Ind., ii. 419-25. 
* This court was estabUshed by Felipe H I . in 1605, as a further check upon 

the officials of the treasury department. Recop. de Ind., u. 385. At first i t 
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That the reader may form some idea of the jeal-
ousy with which the crown attempted to guard 
against fraud or peculation, and of the methods by 
which dishonest oflScials might appropriate funds of 
the treasury, I shall mention a few of the multitudi-
nous laws issued for the protection of the revenue, 

Treasury oflBcials were strictly prohibited from en-

f aging in commercial or business enterprises of any 
ind.'' They could not work mines, nor were their 

sons, brothers, or near relatives allowed to do so. 
AII public appointments, such as those of corregidor 
and alcalde mayor, were closed against them and all 
near relatives, nor could they hold Indians iii encomi-
enda. The royal safe had three separate locks with 
different keys, one of which was in the keeping of 
each of the three chiefs of the department, while the 
door of the oflSce in which the coffer was deposited 
was similarly fastened, so that all three oflScials were 
compelled to be present at the opening and closing of 
both the room and the strong-box.^ Restrictions fol-
lowed restrictions; royal oflScers were even forbidden 
to marry the daughters or sisters of contadores de 
cuentas,^ nor were their own sons and daughters al-
lowed to intermarry during the lifetime of their par-
ents; and lastly, nepotism was so strictly guarded 
against,that no relative of a treasury oflScer within 

was composed of three auditors of accounts, two auditors of balauce-sheets— 
contadores de resultas—and two royal officers ' para que ordenen las cuentas, 
que se hubieren de tomar.' Ibid. At a later date this court was enlarged 
and comprised the three contadores, an alguacil mayor, six contadores de 
resultas, four ordenadores, twelve contadores supemumerarios, and an escri-
bano real, The accounts of all thebranches of the treasury department were 
passed through this tribunal, Vetancurt informs us that at its sessions the 
three contadores were seated with the royal audiencia * y en su Tribunalgozan 
de Se oria.' TraL Ciud. Mex., 30, In VUla-Sefior's time further changes had 
been made, Theatro Amer., i. 38. 

^Montemayor, Svmario, 248. This prohibition was frequently ignored. 
The officiãls of the royal treasury at San Luis Potosí committed so many irreg-
ularíties by employing the king's money in mercantUe transactions that his 
Majesty in 1650 ordered it to be closed for a time. Rivera, Oob. de Mex., i. 
181-2, 

' N o one of the officials could surrender his key to either of his colleagues 
unleBS illness or other justifiable cause prevented him actingin person, Recop. 
de Ind., iL 431, 452, See HisL Cent. Am., vol. i. this series, 

* Members of the tribunal y audiencia de cuentas. 
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t he fourth degree of consanguinity and second degree 
of aflSnity could hold a position in the same depart-
ment with himself^ 

Moreover the laws which regulated the duties of 
the royal oflScers were equally stringent. AII bonds 
and securities had to be received by the oflScials con-
jointly. They had to attend, in company with an 
oidor, the public auctions of all goods pertaining to 
the crown; if their accounts were not rendered in time 
their salaries were withheld; drafts on the treasury 
drawn even by the viceroy, or president and oidores, 
could not be honored unless they were supported by 
a special order from his Majesty;^ the ofiScers could 
not absent themselves from their posts without per-
mission of the viceroy, nor return to Spain without 
tha t of the king. Any dereliction of duty was in most 
cascs punishable by loss of position. 

Nevertheless legislation availed not to prevent 
abuses; a study of the laws passed during a long 
period of time reveals the fact tha t fraudulent and 
irregular practices continually prevailed, and event-
ually the royal treasury in New Spain was placed 
under the absolute control of the viceroy as superin-
tendent, no appeal being allowed against his decision 
except directly to the crown.-̂ *' Bu t it is time to con-
sider the various sources from which the kings of 
Spaiii derived theirrevenue in the Mexican provinces, 

The earliest recorded collection of revenue in New 
Spain was made during the captivity of Montezuma, 
and several remittances were sent to the mother coun-
t ry during the first years of occupation except in 1523; 
but in 1524 the sum transmitted amounted to nearly 
one hundred thousand pesos, From this tirae remit-
tances to Spain declined soraewhat for several decades, 

"Reales Cédulas, MS., u. 133, 134; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., L 133, 
" By cédula of 1539 the viceroy's drafts on the treasury were ordered to he 

paid, the officers advising the king of the same. But in 1569 this was coun-
termanded. Montcmaijor, Svmario, 249, 250. 

^°Reales Cédulas, MS., u. 221-2; Disposiciones Varias, i. f. 53. 
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until about the middle of the century when they grad-
ually increased." During the first few years of the 
colonial period the principal source of royal revenue 
was tribute money, and as this was partly paid by per-
sonal services no very correct estimate of the treasury 
receipts at that time can be formed.̂ '̂  But at an early 
date measures were adopted by the crown to ensure 
a better administration of this department, and an 
increase of revenue. Branches were established in 
the principal towns^' to facilitate collection, and in-
structions issued for the guidance of oflScials." As the 
revenue increased in value and importance, and the 
sources from which it was derived multiplied, fresh 
laws were repeatedly promulgated, more departments 
created, and a vast financial policy developed, No 
possible opportunity of drawing wealth into the royal 
exchequer was thrown away; and luxuries, industries, 
and vices were alike made to contribute their quota 
to fill the royal coffers; So numerous were the means 
employed that at the end of the eighteenth century 
the various sources from which the rental was derived 
numbered more than sixty, and during the period 
from 1522 to 1804 yielded $1,940,000,000, or an an-
nual average of $6,830,986.^^ The proceeds fluctuated 
considerably dur ingthe above named years. 

The earliest impost which was paid in New Spain 
was the royal fifth of the net value of all gold, silver, 
tin, quicksilver, or other metals obtained from mines. 

^^Albomoz, Carta, in Icazbaketa, CoL Doc, i. 601-2; Pac/ieco and Cárde-
nas, CoL Doc, xii, 352-62; Temaux-Compans, série i, tom, x, 451. 

^"^Cháves, Respttesta, MS., in Squier's MSS., xviii. 3-6. 
^' In April 1528 the king estabUshed the following to-wns as cabeceras: the 

city of Mexico, Tezcuco, Zamachula, Zacatula, Zempoalla, Tehuantepec, 
Tututepec, Tlascala, Vibtzilan in Michoacan, Acapulco, and Cuilapan, Puga, 
Cedu ario, 27, 

^*A decree was issued May 16, 1527, enjoining officials not to compel an> 
person to pay t'wice an indebtedness to the treasury. The duties of the con-
tador and treasurer were then defined. Another decree of June 5, 1528, 
prescribed that payments made into the royal treasury should neither be to 
the prejudice of the person paying nor to thiat of the king. Recop. delnd., ii. 
465-9, Nor were the royal officers permitted to farm land or engage in any 
bnsineBS contract under penalty of a fine of 10,000 maravedís, Montemayor, 
Svmarios, 248, 

^^Notic. de Esp., in Soc. Mex. Oeog., ii, 30. 
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This duty was established in the Indies by royal 
cédula of the 5th of February, 1504, and was paya-
ble by all vassals and residents in the domains of the 
crown.^^ In order to secure the coUection of this tax 
an inspector of mines was appointed at an early date, 
and in 1528 royal oflScers were required to be present 
at the smelting of gold. This fifth on gold was 
found in some instances to be discouraging to mining 
enterprises, and the king caused it temporarily to be 
reduced to one tenth, which concession was extended 
from time to time." After a variety of changes the 
tax was reduced in the last half of the eighteenth 
century to three per cent on gold, and eleven per 
cent on silver. This caused a considerable increase 
to the revenue, and in the twenty-five years from 
1765 to 1789 inclusive, the amount collected was 
$43,641,468.'' 

Almost contemporaneous with the establishment 
of the royal fífth impost was that of the Indian 
tribute, The surrender of Montezuma to the crown 
of Castile made both him and his former subjects 
vassals of the king of Spain, and indeed that unfor-
tunate monarch sent valuable presents to Cárlos V. in 
token of his recognition of him as his sovereign, Ac-

'® The royal fifth was also paid on all treasures and treasure trove. On 
Jime 19, 1540, a royal cédula was issued, enjoining the strict collection of it 
on all treasure captured in war, discovered in graves or elsewhere, or received 
as ransom. Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xix. 59-63. Cortés in 1552 
appoLuted officers to coUect this revenue. Fonseca and Urmtia, Real Hac, 
i. 1-5. 

^' In 1572 the duty on silver was reduced to one tenth for six years. Id., 
i. 16. During the next two centuries a great number of cédulas were issued 
relative to this duty, and for the encouragement of mining. 

i8Id., L 43. In the single year of 1798 the yield amounted to $2,230,945. 
Not'ic N. Esj)., in Soc Mcx. Geog., ii. 25. Connected with this branch of the 
revenue were the assay offices, which were established in the Indies by royal 
cédula of September 14, 1519, Recop. de Ind., ii. 75-7, and in 1522 were made 
vendible. The proceeds of these offices thus depended on the conditions of 
sale, and regulations enacted. For melting, assaying, and stamping, one and 
a half per cent was ordered to be charged by royal cédula of June 5, 1552, 
which was renewed in 1619. Id., 79. The system of selling this source of 
revenue proved unprofitable owing to fraud, and in 1783 it was incorporated 
with the crown administration; during the following seven years it yielded tho 
smallnet amountof $'27,375. Fonseca and Urmtia, fíist. Real. fíac, i. 45-51. 
In the year 1798, however, the net proceeds amounted to 47,944 pesos. Soc. 
Mex. Geog., u. 25. 
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cordingly orders were issued on the 25th of October, 
1522, requiring payment of tribute to be made to 
the royal treasury oflacer. This tax was discharged 
either by the payment of a sum of money and contri-
butions in kind, or by labor which was employed on 
public works aiid buildings, and in the cultivation of 
plantations. The amount paid was regulated by the 
quality of the soil cultivated by the Indians, and con-
sequently varied in different districts, the land being 
appraised by the corregidores or sworn commissioners. 
Those towns which did not pertain directly to the 
crown paid the tribute to the respective encomenderos,*' 
who in turn paid to the oflScers of the crown the 
royal fifth,^" 

A t first the impost levied upon the Indians was 
probably the same as that paid to Montezuma, namely, 
one third of all produce, or an equivalent wholly or 
in part in the precious metals; but it soon became evi-
dent that so oppressive a tribute could not be borne, 
and reductions and exemptions were repeatedly made^' 
during the period from 1550 to the close of the 
eighteenth century, when the tax which generaUy pre-
vailed was about two pesos and a quarter per annum,'̂ ^ 

Meanwhile the importance of this source of revenue 
was such, and the increase of business in the treasury 
department became so great, that in 1597 a general 

"The encomenderos, however, were in the habit of exacting a higher trib-
ute than that at which the land was assessed, and on the 30th of May, 1535,. 
the king ordered the viceroy not to permit such exactions. Torquemada, iiL. 
260-1, This cédula was confimied in 1549 and 1551, 

'"The viceroy in 1537 writing to the king says that there had been much; 
neglect in compelling the encomenderos to pay the king's fifth on tribute paid. 
in gold, and that it was his intention to enforce the payment. Pacheco and. 
Cárdenas, CoL Doc, ii. 207-8. In 1569 there were in New Spain 155 alcal-
días mayores, the tribute of which to the crown alone amounted in 1570 to. 
326,403 pesos; and in the foUowing year that of the crown pueblos produced 
83,553 pesos, besides 37,776 fanegas of maize and a large number of loads 
of cochmeal, cacao, wheat, fish, noney, clothLag, and poultiy. Fonseca and 
U TUtia, Hist. Real Hac, i. 416. This produce was sold at auction in the 
respective towns before an oidor and the fiscal of the audiencia. In 1536 
orders were issued forbidding these officers to send deputies to represent theia. 
Pttga, Cedtilario, 102, 111. 

"^Consult Hist. Mex., vol, i. 153-4, this series. 
*' Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 104-5. "11118 tribute asregards Indians, negroes, 

malattoes, and others was abolished in 1810. Diaposic. Var., u. f. 6, 
HiBi. MEX., yoL. m . m 

k^ 
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auditors' oflftce for the united management of Indian 
tributes and the quicksilver branch was established 
by Viceroy Monterey, In 1651, however, the two 
branches were disconnected, and the contadoría de 
tributos became a distinct department, with an admin-
istrator general at the head whose jurisdiction ex-
tended over all New Spain,^^ 

The next productive impost introduced into New 
Spain was the alcabala,^* or excise, collected upon all 
salable commodities, This duty had its origin in 
Spain, at what date is uncertain; but in-1342, and for 
a long period afterward, the right of collecting it was 
perioflicaUy conceded by the côrtes to different Spanish 
monarchs to defray expenses of war, till finally it be-
<came a fixed source of revenue, In 1558 Philip I I . 
.after consultation with his councillors decided to intro-
duce the alcabala into the Indies, and in 1568 issued 
a royal cédula to the viceroys ordering it to be estab-
lished in Peru and New Spain,^^ Some delay, however, 
occurred in the formation of a tariff, and the organ-
ization of the department; nor was it before October 
1574 that the viceroy Martin Enriquez issued his 
proclamation, specifying in detail the articles to be 
taxed.̂ ® On the 27th of November following he ap-
pointed Gordian Casasano, secretary of the audiencia, 

^' ViUa-Senor, Teairo Amer., i. 45; Fonseca and Urmtia, HisL Real. 
Amer., i. 419, 424. The proceeds of this tribute in all New Spain paid into 
the royal treasury during the years 1765 to 1778 inclusive amounted to 
411,345,224, and for the years 1779-1789, $8,438,704. Id., 451. In 1798 the 
netamount was $1,214,217. Notic de N. Esp. in Soc Mex. Oeog., 25. 

^*Different opinions exist conceraing the origin of the word akabaia. 
The Arabian al-cabâla, much used among the Arabs, meaning adjudication 
of certain land, or any other object, through a tax or tribute which it was 
obligatory to pay to the royal treasury; later it bdcame tho name of the tax 
itself. Ghsario, in Cartas de Indias, 873-4. From the Arabic cabcda or cabek, 
.fiignifying to receive, to collect, to deliver. Morerí andMiravdy Casadetxmte, 
i . 292. From the Hebrew verb caval, to receive, or perhaps fírom the Latin 
^abella, by which the Romans understood duties on sales, Escriche, Dkc 
Leg s. Juris., 118. In our own language gabd, tax, custom, duty, from the 
Anglo-Saxon gafd, and Gothic giban, to give; the German Abgabe. A prev-
alent Spanish notion is that the word is derived by corraption from cU qtit 
vaia; that is, algo que valga, something of import; the expression being used 
wheu the côrtes were requested to provide necessary íundB for the royal 
±reasnry. 

Consult Recop. delnd., u. 498. 
2<! < Desde luego quedaron por entonces exentos los indios, las iglesias y laa 
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to the office of auditor and superintendent-general of 
the new department,^^ instructing him at the same 
time to appoint receivers in each district, and com-
mence the collection of the duties on the Ist of Jan-
uarv 1575,^ 

Henceforward this impost under the ever watchful 
eyes of the grasping kings of Spain increased in pro-
ductiveness to the crown and added greatly to the 
burdens of the inhabitants of New Spain. The small-
est articles of merchandise and the commonest neces-
saries of life, as they passed from one OWUM" to another, 
were taxed over and over again. Foreign goods, home 
productions, the fruits of the soil, native produce of all 
kinds,^^ landed property, sold or even leased, in time 
all came within the reach of the elastic alcabala, 
The two per cent first exacted was doubled and 
trebled. In the decade 1601 to 1610 the yield in the 
Mexican department alone was 2,671,190 pesos; that 
of the decade 1781 to 1790, 13,575,528 pesos, The 
total amount which this tax yielded in the whole 
kingdom during 1780 to 1789 was 34,022,552 pesos, 
giving a net profit of 31,302,941 pesos, In the single 
year 1798 the total amount of this impostwas 2,765,-
217 pesos, with net proceeds of 2,352,235 pesos, or 
nearly ten times the mean annual receipts during the 
first named decade,^*' 

Nor was the alcabala the only impost to which 
internal trade was subject; the peage, or transit dues 
which were levied upon goods on their transportation 
from certain places to others, still further increased 
the price of commodities, The effect of this grievous 

personas eclesiasticás, en lo que no vendiesen ni cambiasen por vía de negoci-
acion.' Fonseca and Urmtia, Hist, Reai. Hac, ii. 7. •• 

''' Casasano gave bonds in the sum of 30,000 ducados de CastiUa, equivalent 
to 41,250 pesos. His salary was fixed at 1,875 pesos per annum. Id., 8. 

** The duty first imposed was two per cent on all articles bought and sold, 
until the king ordered otherwise. Montemayor, Svmaríos de Cédulas, 237. 

'* By a cédula of September 23, 1588, the tax was imposed upon the Ind-
ians who were made to pay alcabala on fraits, produce, and merchandise of 
the country. î 'ojiseca and Urrutia, Hist. Reai. Hac, iii. 176. 

'"Fonseca and Urrutia, Hist. Reai. Hac, ii. 93-4; Notic de N. Esp., in 
Soc Mex. Geog., ii. 25. 
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system is obvious, Internal trade was cramped, manu-
facturing and agricultural industries were fettered, and 
inclination to undertake local enterprises was choked,'^ 

But the purchasers of imported goods paid still 
more highly for the satisfaction of their wants or 
luxuries, The almojarifazgo,^^ or custom duty, was 
charged on all merchandise entering or leaving the 

'^Rules and regulations affecting the management of the exc se de-

f rtment were incessantly issued. From among the numerous laws passed 
select a few. Colored people, though paying tribute, were not exempt 

from alcabãlã. This order was passed in 1653. Montemayor, Ordenanzas, f. 
1, with Montemayor, Svmarios de Cédulas. The tax was not to be collected 
on sales, the proceeds of which were to be devoted to religious purposes, 
A. D. 1722; nor upon property sold for division among heirs. A. D. 1735. Pro-
videncias Reales, MS., 144-5, 223-5. In some districts the alcabalaused to 
be farmed out; in 1776 this system was discontinued and the collection made 
onthe king's account. Disposic Varias, i. f. 53. In 1777 an order waspassed 
prohibiting leases of 10 years or upward, unless the same alcabala was paid 
as if the property were sold. To'wn lots sold for building purposes were 
subject to half the alcabala duty. Real Cédula, Aug. 21, 1777, pp. 1-3. 
Tax suits could only be admitted on appeal when they related to money 
returnable. Royal cédula of May 22, 1760. Providendas Reaks, MS., 27-34. 
Indians to be exempted when suffering from epidemics, Id., 197-9. Royal 
magnanimity was also extended to paupers and travelling poor who sold 
'maiz, granos, y semillas.. .para provision de los Pueblos.' Recop de Ind., 
ii. 502. Churches, monasteries, prelates, and ecclesiastics were also exempt 
froni alcabala 'de las ventas que hicieren de sus bienes;' but if any other 
article was sold the tax had to be paid. Ib. In 1796 a tax of 15 per cent 
was ordered to be paid on all property transferred. Cedulario, MS., iii. f. 
129-32. San Hdefonso, Aug, 21, 1777. The king this day forbids in his 
dominions leases of 10 years or upward unless they pay thé alcabala the same 
as if the property were sold, Town lots sold for building dwelling-houses or 
other edifices adoming towns to pay half the alcabala duty. Real Céduia, 
Aug. 1-21, 1777, pp. 1-3, 

'^ Almojarife, or almoxarife, was the name anciently applied to the col-
lector of the king's revenue. It is derived from the Arabic word al-mochrif, 
meaning inspector, an officer who collected the duties levied by the Moors at 
the ports of Andalusia. In New Spain this custom duty was ordered to be 
coUected as early as 1522, under the name of almojarifazgo. The duty first 
charged upon imported articles of commerce was seven and a half per cent. 
At a later date it was fixed at two and a half, three, five, seven, and fifteen 
per cent, according to the quality of goods aud the place whence they were 
shipped. Ghsario, in Cartas de Indias, 874. In 1566, Philip II. confirmed 
former royal cédulas, and made the impost on merchandise imported from 
Spain ten per cent on the market value in New Spain. Two and a half per 
cent was ordered to be paid on exports, ad valorem, at place of shipment, 
On reshipments of Spanish goods to other parts of America, no duty was 
charged, Dut if they were again similarly reshipped, five per cent had to be 
paid upon the difference between their market value in Spain and at the 
place of destination. All such duties were only payable in specie. ThÍB 
cédula was reiterated in November 1591, and La August 1613. Montemayor, 
Svmarios de las Cédulas, ff. 251-4. At the close of the eighteenth century, 
the rate of duties levied at Vera Craz on different classes of merchandise 
varied from two and a half per cent to twenty per cent. Fonseca and Urrviia, 
Hist. Real Hac, v. 59. 

N; 
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ports of the colony. During the seven years from 
1785 to 1791 the receipts at the custom-house of Vera 
Cruz amounted to $3,185,192; those at Acapulco, for 
the five years 1786 to 1790 inclusive, to $660,532; 
while the total receipts in all the ports for the single 
year 1798 were $242,968. In the early period of the 
colonial history the principal exports at the port of 
Vera Cruz were aguardiente, dyes, and gold and silver 
bullion. A letter of instructions to the royal offi-
cers stationed there was issued on the 12th of July, 
1530, I t was also provided that one of the crown 
officers at Mexico, under whose superintendence cus-
tom-house affairs were placed, should reside at Vera 
Cruz, in order to appraise merchandise,^ Particular 
directions were issued to prevent fraud and smug-
gling, and the penalty of death and forfeiture of goods 
was proclaimed against all persons illegally exporting 
gold or silver,^* 

From old documents of the port of Acapulco there 
appears to have been stationed there a paymaster who 
kept the accounts in connection with the building of 
vessels and the payment of workmen's wages, as also 
those of seamen employed in voyages of discovery, 
The almojarifazgo, however, was not collected until 
1574, In 1597 royal orders were issued relative to 
the management of this port, the viceroy Velasco, 
however, having already in 1593 given instructions 
to the factor. The substance of these lengthy orders 
was to the effect that the factor should reside at 
Acapulco, and make a summary of the arrival of all 
vessels and merchandise from the Philippines; pay 
into his Majesty's treasury all moneys received;^ at-

*'Tlie queen regent in April 1533 ordered the audiencia to investigate 
the practíce of royal officials takiug merchandise from importers at appraise-
ment rates, This was defrauding the royal treasiuy, and the oidores were 
instructed to report on the matter. Puga, CeduUxrw, 87. In 1536 the treas-
ury officials were ordered to provide a strong box with three keys, at Vera 
Cruz, for the money derived from the custom duties, as we haA'C elsewhere 
seen. Id., 111. 

** Fonseca a.nd Urrutia, Hist. Reai. Hac, iv. 547. 
'^The duty on gold was at the rate of one and a half per cent. at this 

time, a mark of 18 carat gold being equal to 70 pesos de oro, and one of 23 
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tend to the proper equipinent of all government 
vessels, and collect all duties. 

A p a r t from these great sources of revenue, enor-
raous profits accrued to the crown from the royal 
monopolies and the sale of offices. Salt, gunpowder, 
tobacco, and quicksilver were the most iraportant of 
the monopolies. Tlie first of these established in New 
Spain was tha t of quicksilver. For some years after 
the conquest, gold and silver were obtained without 
the necessity of quicksilver, or even a knowledge of its 
araalganiating properties, until, as we have seen, in 
1557 Bartoloraé de Medina, a rainer of Pachuca, dis-
covered the proeess of quicksilver amalgamation. The 
consequent demand was at once turned by the crown 
to an additional nieans of profit, and on the 4th of 
March 1559 a royal cédula was issued prohibiting the 
importation of quicksilver from the Peninsula and 
Pe ru into New Spain, even in the sraallest quan-
tity, except through the treasury department.^^ The 
net proceeds of this branch for the years 1779 to 1789 
inclusive araounted to $4,745,318. 

Then foUowecl the prohibitions on the raanufacture 
of gunpowder^' and salt, stringent regulations with 

carats to 80 pesos de oro. The same rules were api:)licablc to vessels arriving 
froin Guatemalan, Nicaraguan, and otlier ports. Neither money nor horses 
could be shipped to the Philippines without royal permission; nor could any 
ecclesiastical or secular pcrson proceed tliither without leave. The purveyor 
and auditor at Acapulco was to obey all maudates of the viceroy, provisiou 
the fleets, and collect duty ou merchandise sent to INIexico, which had hither-
to been collected at tlie capital. But tlie most important item in the royal 
order of 1507 was to the etiect that the valuation of tiie average duties was to 
be made by tho viccroy and the treasury oíiicials atJNIexico. / ' / . , iv. 451-GS. 

^®At this time the value of the commodity ranged from 55 to 58 ducados 
the quiutal. At the eud of the I8th century the price varied at different 
mines according to the expense of transportation. For instance at San ÍJUÍS 
de Potosí the charge per quintal was 80 marcos de plata; at the mines in Mi-
choacan and Oajaca, 90 ditto; at those of Cuanajuato, 125 ditto. Id., L 
298-9, 383. 

^' The first notice of the restrictions placed on gunpowder in New Spain 
occurs in 1571. Recop. delitd., i. 573. In IGOOthefactory of Chapultepecwas 
completed by the crown and concessions granted to private individuals to man-
ufacture powder. The privilcLTC was purchased by the Ortega family duiing 
tiieperiod from 1606 to l.'i87, the periodical prices paid erailually increasing, 
being based upon polvora de gracia, which was a quantity of powder annually 
presented to the government by the coutractors. In 1700 tlie cost to the con-
tractor was 24,000 pesos ycarly, aud iu 1771 it amouuted to 112,800 pesos. 
Thus the value of tlic monopoly became sogreat that the government in 1776 re-, 
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regard to the production and sale of which articles 
were enacted.'* The most productive of all the monop-
olies, however, was that of tobacco, which was estab-
lished in 1765 by Visitador Galvez, and yielded to the 
treasury during the forty-five foUowing years $123,-
808,685.3' 

There were moreover other monopolies of greater 
or less values, from that of stamped paper to that of 
ice brought from the mountains. The regulations 
with regard to stamped paper were especially vexa-
tious, as no civil business transaction, whether public 
or private, was legal unless written on this paper,^ 
The stamps were of four different values varying from 
three dollars to one sixteenth of a dollar, and every 
instrument, deed, judicial record, will, or contract had 
to be legalized by one or another according to the 
importance of the document, 

Charles V, by cédula of August 27, 1529, abso-
lutely prohibited gambling; but Philip I I , considered 
that the vice could be turned to profit, and in 1552 
ordered a royal monopoly on playing-cards to be 
established throughout his western dominions,*^ The 

tained the management of it, established a separate dcpartment with a fuU staff 
of officers and agents, and in 1798 the net proceeds of this branch amounted to 
490,226 pesos. Notic de N. Esp. in Soc Mex. Geog., ii. 25. Fonseca and 
Urritía, Hist. RealHac, ii. 190-5. ReviUa Gigedo, Instruc, MS., ii. 212-28, 
483-5, 

"*The monopoly on salt was established in 1580. The principal salt-
works were at Santa María de Penol Blanco. They were like most other mo-
nopolies at first rented out. In 1778 the administration of this branch was 
assumed by the crown, and in 1798 the net proceeds were 123,350 pesos. *S'oc. 
Mex. Geog., ii. 25. The salt works iu Jalisco during the four years 1792-95 
produced gross proceeds amounting to $49,517. In 1828 they were farmed 
out for six years at $7,000 a year, and in 1834 for $14,000 a year. Id., 2da 
ep. iu. 201-2. 

^^Mex. Dict., in Pap. Var., xiL 27; Mex. AnaL., in Id., clxv. no. 7. Tab-
ular statement. Miguel Urrea's estimates differ considerably from those 
giyen in the text, He states that the net yield to the treasury down to 
the year 1802 was $144,693,581, or a mean annual gain of $3,018,251. Soc 
Mex. Oeog., ii. 29. The tobacco estanco prohibited the cultivation of the 
plant, except under contract with the government. Seed was imported from 
Habana. Fonseca and Urmtia, IIisL Real Hac, ii. 353-438. Large sums of 
money from the proceeds of this rent were sent to Cuba and Louisiana an-
nually for the purchase of tobacco for the Peninsula. Ibid. 

"This duty was established in 1638. Recop. de Ind., ii. 573-7. See also 
Cedulario, MS., i. 135-43; u. 247-53. 

" AU cards were to be stamped with the royal arms, The monopoly of the 



664 REVENUE AND FINANCE. 

'i 

success of this device to wring moiiey from the sub-
jects of Spain led to others of a similar kind; and as 
cock-fighting was a most attractive sport, in 1727 the 
exclusive privilege to open a public cockpit was sold 
to Isidro Rodriguez;*^ then followed that curse of a 
community, the establishment of a government lot-
terv,*^ the profits accruing frora which to the royal 
treasury amounted in 1798 to $109,255. 

I raay mention here the taxes imposed upon the 
sale of the native liquors, pulque and aguardiente, the 
first of which in the above named year produced a 
net profit of $779,166, and the latter $217,723.** To 
enumerate all the complicated exactions, duties, and 
contributions imposed from time to time by the crown 
of Spain would be profitless; suffice it to say that 
every conceivable plan was adopted to increase the 
revenue. The salaries of royal and civil officials were 
taxed,*^ as were later even the stipends of ecclesi-
astics.*^ 

There were three more sources from which a large 
manufacture and sale of them was sold in 1578 to Hermando de Caseres who 
paid a royalty of one real for each pack. The value of the privilege gradually 
increased as well as the price of cards paid by the public. In 1G35 the mo-
nopoly sold for $150,000 per annum, and tlie price of a pack was raised to 
'un peso de plata, ' wliich caused a corresponding increase to the royal coffers 
of S45,000, making the annual value $195,000. Owing to failures of con-
tractors, the administration of the branch Avas assumed by the crown several 
times from 1G73 to 1800, and the net procceds gradually declined. Those for 
the quinquenuium 1785 to 1789 amounted annually to $97,835, but in 1798 
thcy reached the sum of $160,781. J^onseca and Urrutia, Jlist. Real Ilac. ii. 
295-318, passim; Guatcinala,AutosdeParte, M S . , I ^ 1 ; ViIIa-SenorySanchez, 
Teatro, i. 40; Providencias lieules, iLS., 236-8. 

*'^ In 1730 the right was sold at auction for the first time, and brought in 
$1,600 a year for a period of nine years. The total proceeds from 1727 to 
1791 amounted to $1,473.928. Eoit<'ca and Urrutia, Ilist. Real Ilac, ui. 1-23, 

<3 By decree of December 20, 1769. Id., 'ú. 120. 
**(S'oc. Mex. Geog., ii. 25-6. 
*'^ The media anata tax had its origin in the retention of one month's salary 

of all appointees of the crown. I t was first established in 1625, but was soon 
modified, and amounted v irtually to payment of the tax in advance, the 
amount collected varying according to the value and term of office. 'Que de 
los oficios annales . . . se cobrase tambien la décima parte de lo que tuvieran de 
salario y emolumentos, de los bienales la octava, de los trienales la cuarta 
parte. ' Fonseca and Urrutia, Ilist. Real. fíac, ii. 489. The salaries of gov-
emors were subject to it, but not the pay of other officers and of the soldiers 
of the garrisons. Ricilcs Cédulas, MS.,iii . f. 43. Copyof different laws can be 
found in Recop. de Ind., ii. 542-S. 

^*Under the name of mesadasy medias anatas eclesiásticas. The exaction 
was estabUshed in 1636. 



•w 

SANTA CRUZADA. 665 

portion of the revenue was derived, namely the hulas 
de la santa cruzada, the tithes of the church, and 
the mint. No more iniquitous system of taxation 
could be designed than that which was carried out 
through the instrumentality of the bulas de la santa 
cruzada, inasmuch as it 'worked upon the supersti-
tion of the people, perverted public morals, and fos-
tered crime. These bulls had their origin in the 
times of the crusades, and were granted by the pope 
allowing dispensations to Spaniards who made them-
selves eminent by their christian zeal in those wars. 
In time they were extended only in favor of the kings 
of Spain to aid them in their wars against the Moors,*^ 
and were ever afterward continued in recognition of 
their services to the church. 

I n l 5 3 2 or 1533 the bula de la santa cruzada was 
first published in New Spain,*^ and in 1578 the virtue 
of the buUs was extended to a period of two years by 
sanetion of Gregory XIII .* ' The bulls may be 
divided into two general classes, the hulas de vivos, or 
those which conferred dispensations and indulgences 
upon the living, and the hulas de difantos which 
friends and relatives of deceased persons purchased in 
order to rescue their souls from purgatory. By virtue 
of the first class persons could be absolved from all 
crimes, special bulls of composition being issued for 
the benefit of thieves and robbers, by virtue of which 
they became the owners of the goods they stole. BuUs 
also were provided for the clergy, granting certain gas-
tronomic indulgences during lent. The price varied 

*^In 1467 Calisto III, in the time of Henry IV, of Castile who wasat war 
with the Moors sent Alonso de Espina to proclaim the bula crazada for four 
years, and dispensations were sold during that period to the amount of 400,000 
ducados, Later Sextus IV, ordered the churcn to pay Feraando the Catholio 
'una vez para siempre' 100,000 ducados, and also granted him the privUege of 
proclaiming for three years this bull as a further aid in the war with Granada. 
After that time the popes renewed the buU every three years in favor of the 
kings of Spain, Moreri and Miravel y Casadevank, Oran Dicc, iu, 554, 

" Beaumont, Cron. Mich., iii, 455. 
*"In Spain tiiese bulls were efficacious as dispensations for only one year, 

and according to Solárzano their efficacy was extended to two years in New 
Spain 'por la gran distaucia de los lugares,' which would cause their virtue 
tobe destroyed before they were received by the people, Polit. Ind., ii. 2 20. 
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according to the rank and wealth of the purchaser; 
but few persons, from the viceroy to the Indian laborer, 
neglected to avail themselves of the privilege they 
conferred.^" 

In order that the reader may rightly understand 
how the royal exchequer was enriched by the tithes 
of the church a few explanatory remarks are neces-
sary. The construction of tlie ecclesiastical hierarchy 
in Spanish America was peculiar. The celebrated 
bull of Alexander VI. , which divided the world in 
twain by a line drawn from pole to pole and bestowing 
011 the Spanish sovereigns forever the dominion of the 
western hemisphere, was interpreted in its fullest lati-
tude, By virtue of its infallibility the future kings 
of Spain clairaed and inaintained the right of juris-
diction in civil, political, and ecclesiastical affairs. In 
the earlier years of the conquest it was owing to the 
religious fervor of the sovereign that the first churches 
were erected and bishoprics established; and in recog-
nition of work already perforraed, and in view of 
future expenses to be incurred by the raonarch in the 
erection and endowment of cathedrals and other sacred 
edifices, the same pontiff, in 1501, granted to the 
kings of Spain the right to collect the church tithes 
in the Indies.^^ A t first these tithes were whoUy de-
voted to such purposes, but during the extension of 
the church throughout New Spain the crown per-
ceived that no little addition to the revenue could be 
obtained from so liberal a grant. 

In 1537 Viceroy Mendoza was directed to impose 
tithes upon the natives; and should there be any sur-

*" The price was fixed by the commissary of the department. The amount 
received into the treasury during tho 25 years from 17G5 to 1789 was 
$5,272,433. Fonseca and Urrufia, HisL Real Hac, iii. 336. In 1798 thepro-
ceeds amounted to $340,897. Soc Mex. Gcog., ii. 26. Consult also i?ecoj3. de 
Ind., i. 179-81, &nåS'jlúrzuno, P'diJ. Ind., ii. 218-25. 

^̂  A copy of the translation of this concessiou written in Latin is given in 
S'ilorzuno, Pol'it. Ind., ii. 2-3. The bula also conferred the right andimposed 
the responsibility 'de predicar, y propagar la Fé, fundar Iglesias, y poncr en 
ellas Ministros Eclesiásticos, dotarlas, y sustentarlos competentemente.' Ib'id. 
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plus affcer the payment of expenses for public worship 
and for the support of the prelates, it was ordered to 
be paid into the roj^al treasury, since according to 
papal concession such tithes belonged to the crown.^^ 
The collection of these ecclesiastical rents was not 
seldom a cause of dispute between the church and the 
state,^' as well as between prelates.^* Yet it cannot 
be denied that the king frequently devoted to relig-
ious purposes that portion of the tithes which accrued 
to himself ̂ ^ 

In June 1539 a royal cédula was passed, assigning 
to the bishops of Tlascala, Oajaca, and Michoacan one 
fourth of the tithes collected in their respective dio-
ceses, and ordering that if their stipends could not be 
paid from that source the deficiency should be made 
good from other funds of the royal treasury; but in 
October of the same year a more permanent division 
was made. The crown ordered that one half of the 
tithes accruing to each cathedral should be devoted 
to the use of the prelate; and the other half divided 
into nine equal parts, called novenos, two of which 
were set apart for the c'rown, three for the building of 
the cathedral and hospital, and the remaining four 
ninths appropriated to the payment of the salaries of 
the curas,^' Various modifications were made from 
time to time according to the requirements of circum-
stances, but the kings of Spain ever maintained their 
right to the two ninths, These novenos were not 

^^Pacheco and Cárdenaa, CoL Doc, u, 203, In 1539 a cédula provided 
that the comendadores of the order of Santiago should not be exempt from 
paying ecclesiastical tithes, and furthermore made the payment retrospective, 
Puga, CeduUtrío, 167-8, 

"''The bishop of Tlascala Ln 1537 claimed the tithes on wôol, Ba.Sron, and 
sUk, The 'viceroy, however, refused to let him have them, as the yield would 
be large and ought to go into the king's treasury, Pacheco and Cárcknas, CoL 
Doc, u, 202-3, 

'*In 1539 the bishops of Mexico and Michoacan disagreed on this subject, 
and the king ordered the latter prelate to submit to the decision of the vice-
roy and oidores without appeal, Puga, Cedulario, 118, 

'^Fmseca and Urrutia, Hist. Reaî Hac, iii, 175-6, For a number of lawa 
relating to tithessee Zamora, Leg. UU., iu, 35-63; Herrera, iu, v, u, and iu,; 
Recop. delnd., i. andiL passim, 

^Puga, CéduUtrio, 118-19; Fonseca and UmttUt, Hist. Reál. Hac, iu. 
146-70. 
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unfrequently farmed out, but at the auctions at which 
they were sold frauds were as repeatedly committed 
as at the sales of other royalties,^^ 

In conclusion, with respect to tithes I may add that 
almost every article of produce or consumption from 
silk and cacao to lentUs and pot-herbs was thus taxed, 
and that the Spanish colonists frequently endeavored 
to avoid the payment on certain productions, but, 
under the pressure of the united interests of church 
and statc, their attempts were generally defeated,^ 
Nor did the religious orders escape. In 1655 and 
1657 the society of Jesus were condemned to pay 
tithes on all crops and productions of their estates.^ 

No sooner had the conquest of Mexico been accom-
plished than the necessity of a numismatic system of 
exchange became apparent. Previous to the arrival 
of the Spaniards trade had been mostly carried on by 
barter, and cacao beans and other articles were used as 

^̂  Instractions were issued directiûg the audiencia to investigate the nature 
of these transactions. Píiga, Gdulario, 75, 79. The disorders in the adniin-
istration of this and other revenues continued for many years. In 1670 Vice-
roy Mancera caused so strict an investigation to be made that a repetition 
of them was in a great measure prevented. Iit<truc. Vireyes, 298-9; licvil'a 
Gigedo, Bandos, ii. no. xix. 1-3. In March 1728 the royal novenos weie 
leased out for nine years at $19,000 annually. When the lease cxpired they 
were again let for a similar period at $20,000 a year. I'attronatto, e t c , f. 
129-30, 135, in Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., ii. no. 1. 

5̂  In Fonseca and Urmtia, Hi^t. Real fíac, iii. 1.39-45, wiU be found copy 
of a decree specifying the articles on which tithes and first-fruits were paid. 
There are some few exceptions, noticeable among which are pine-nuts aud 
acorns ' de que no se ha de pagar diezmo,' p. 141. On a few articles a lower per-
centage than one tenth was exacted. The total amount of tithes paid into 
the t reasury collected in thc archbishopric of Mexico during the decennary 
1780 to 1789 was $0,972,923, one ninth of which sum would pertain to the 
crown. IcL, 260, tabular form. 

^^ Discurso Legal, in Diezmosde Indias, no. vii. The tenacity'with which 
thé crown asserted its rights to the titlies of the church is frequently dis-
plaj'ed. Although a papal bull granted to Cortés immunity from tithes, 
the king ignored the pontiffs authority in the matter, and ordered Cort^s 
to pay. Pvga, Cédtdnrio, 84; Montcmayor, ,Svmarios, 49. Were the tithes 
insufficient to pay church stipends, it was ordered that they should be paid 
into the treasury under a separate account, and the clergy sustained from 
other funds of the exchecjuer. Discurso Legal, in Diezmos de Indiat, viii. 12-13. 
About the middle of the I7th century the bishops in X êw Spain claimed ex-
clusive right to the tithes, grounded on the fact that Fernando and his 
daughter Juana had made a grant in I5I2 to the prelates and clergy of Santo 
Domingo and Puerto Rico of the tithes in those islands; but it was maintained 
that such grant in no way iudicated that they had abandoned their claim to 
them in other parts of the Indies. Id., 7. 
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currency, specie being unknown.^ The comparatively 
small amount of coined money introduced by the con-
querors was principally of the higher denominations, 
and the scarcity of small coin even for domestic pur-
poses caused great inconvenience. To obviate this, 
the cabildo of the city of Mexico passed a resolution 
on the 6th of April 1526 to the effect that the citizens 
might have their tepuzque gold converted at the smelt-
ing works into pieces of one, two, and four tomines, 
and of one, two, and four pesos de oro.*^ 

As trade and commerce increased, however, the 
necessity of a mint became urgent, and in January 
1531 the oidor Salmeron in his letter to the council 
of the Indies strongly advised the establishment of 
one in the city of Mexico,^^ but it was not till May 
1535 that a royal cédula was issued to that effect.^ 
A portion of the house of Cortés was assigned by the 
viceroy for the new establishment; and in order to de-
fray first expenses the crown granted one thousand 
marks of silver to be taken from the king's fifth, 
tribute, and other sources, to be coined.^ I t was fur-
thermore ordered that to meet future current expenses 
one real out of every mark of silver should be retained 
for that purpose,^^ 

ô For the nearest approach to coined money and the different kinds of 
currency used in Mexico, see Native Races, ii, 381-2, this series. 

^^Libro del Cabildo, MS., 114. The tomin was the eighth of a peso de oro. 
On the 17th of August of the same year an order was given by the cabildo for 
the payment of 157 pesos de oro to two silversmiths for coining 2,951 pesos de 
oro. Id., 152-3. For two years oro tepuzque was exclusively used, and the 
intrinsic value fluctuated so much that a standard was demanded. In Sep-
tember 1528 the cabildo adopted the resolution that all such money should be 
examined and stamped, The silversmith, Pedro Espinosa, was intrasted 'with 
the work. Id., 237. 

*̂  Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xiii. 193-4. The president Fuenleal re-
iterated this recommendation in April 1532. Id., 217-18, Asearly as 1525 
Li s Ponce de Leon, commissioned to go to New Spain as juez de residencia, 
had been instracted to investigate the convenience of establishing a mint, 
Herrera, dec, iii, lib, 'vui, cap. xv. 

^ Recop. de Ind., u. 88. The cédula ordered it be govemed by the laws 
regarding mints in Spain. By cédula of May 31, 1635, it was ordered that 
Spanish money circulated in the Indies should have the value of 34 marave-
dís jper real, and no more. Puga, Cedularío, 107. 

^Fonseca and Urrutia, Hist. Reai Hac, i. 111, 120. This was the first 
money coined at the mint. 

^ This amount was found to be insufficient, and later in the same year a 
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Laws were also passed to the effect that the officials 
of the mint should be appointed every two years, and 
bythe viceroy only;^ that civil suits against employés 
in the mint be adjudged by the alcaldes of the mint, 
and by no other judicial authority ;^ and that no sUver 
should be received unless it bore the stamp which 
certified that the royal fifth had been satisfied. Per-
sons who contravened this law were to suffer death 
and confiscation of property. The silver thus pre-
sented was to be seized.^ No official could buy or sell 
bullion. 

I t must not be supposed that the appointment of 
the mint officials by the king or viceroy constituted 
them royal officers. From its first establishment the 
mint was leased to private individuals,^' and the offi-
cials were as yet in the service of the lessees and not 
of the crown, which, however, retained the right of 
their appointment, The work of improving the specie 
system of exchange was at once begun, In 1536 the 
tepuzque coinage, the value of which had been arbi-
trary, fluctuating, and above par, was ordered to be 
called in and recoined into pieces of oro de minas,'"' 
A large quantity of silver coin ^̂  was struck off the 

cédula was passed which proAdded that three reales should be deducted; two 
of which were to be devoted to the payment of expenses, and one paid to the 
king as royalty. Recop. de Ind., u. 89. 

66 Viceroy Mendoza La his letter to the king of December 10, 1537, com-
plains that though he had been authorized to make these appointments, 
assayers, engravers, and other employés holding royal appointments had 
arrived from Spain. This had been the cause of iU-feeling. Carta ai Rey, in 
Florida, CoL Doc, 126-8. 

®' This did not apply, however, to matters touching the king's fifth or 
other tributes; Such cases were to be tried by the justicias ordinarias. Id., 
ii. 92. The alcaldes of the mint were officers who attended daily to adjudi-
cate on business connected therewith. Puga, Ceduiario, 131. The viceroy 'was 
instracted to appoint jueces de residencia of the alcaídes and mint omcials 
every two years. Recop. de Ind., u. 90. 

*" Viceroy Mendoza in his letter to the king of December 10, 1537, urges 
the abrogatíon of this severe law, and snggests that aU bulUon should be sent 
to the mint before being quintada, and that it should be taxed the roy^ fifth 
at the establishment. Paclieco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, u, 191. Yet this law 
was restricted in 1565, 1620, and 1646. Fonseca and Urrtttia, Hist. Real 
Hac, i. 113. 

f^^Mex. Gum de Hac, u. 59; Humboldt, Essai PoL, u, 675-6. 
""> The further coinage of gold, however, was prohibited. 
'̂ These coins were not circular, but of irregular polygonal form, and called 

macuquina. They were called in to be reduced to bullion in 1774, Dispotic 
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same year, and copper money introduced. This latter 
innovation was almost ludicrous in its operation. 
The new pieces of despised copper were held in con-
tempt by the natives,^^ and they refused to receive 
them. They would sell their small articles of manu-
facture or a measure of maize for a few cacao beans, 
but not for an ill-shaped bit of copper with a mark on 
it. The circulation of the coin was, however, enforced 
by the viceroy. But though by stringent measures the 
Indian could be compelled to take in trade the objec-
tionable medium, he could not be made to keep such 
a symbol of poverty,^^ and he cast it from him, He 
threw it into the gutters and hurled it into the lake 
that it might never more be seen, and in a year or two 
the natives succeeded in getting rid of more than one 
hundred thousand pesos' worth of the offensive trash,^^ 

During the decade 1541 to 1550, more suitable de-
nominations were put into circulation, but the amount 
coined does not appear to have been sufficient to meet 
the requirements of the increase in trade and com-
merce, and both Spaniards and Indians purchased 
goods with unstamped bullion and gold dust, This 
practice was prohibited by royal cédulaof the 16th of 

' J 

VaTÍas, i. 39, A royal order of November 1537 pro'vided that silver pieces of 
eight, four, two, one, and one half reales should be coined in the same man-
ner as in Spain. Recop. de Ind., ii. 88. In 1538 the value of the real de plata 
was fixedát 34 maravedís, the standard of the Spanish coin, Recop. de Ind., ii. 
94, and in 1544 it was ordered that all silver pieces should contain the same 
alloy, have the same value, weight, size, and impression as those coined in 
Spam. Id., u. 89. Money coined in any part of the Indies was made current 
in other parts of Spain. Id., 94. 

•̂̂ ' Hacian burla de tan baxa cosa.' Torqtienutda, i. 614, 
" ' Diciendo que hera muestra de mucha pobresa.' Panes, Vireyes, in Mon. 

Dow.. Esp., MS., 81. 
^*Ibid. Torquemada says, ' y se perdieron, segun se dixo, mas de doci-

entos mil Pesos de valor.. .en esta Lagnna de Mexico, porque jamás pareciese.' 
i. 614. Fuenleal had foreseen that the introduction of copper coin would 
meet 'with opposition, and in his letter of April, 1532, to the king, off'ered the 
advice that no moneda de veUon should be coined. Pacheco and Cárdenas, 
CoL Doc, xiii. 217-18. About the year 1540 or 1541, the circulation of cop-
per coinage had entirely ceased, Cavo, Tres Sighs, i. 131, and an attempt was 
made to supply its place by that of the silver cuartiUo, or fourth part of a 
real. The insignificant size of these coins made them as objectionable as 
their more bulky predecessors. But instead of being all thrown away, quan-
tities of them were coUected, melted, and cast into bars. Torquemada, L 614. 
They were again coined in 1794. Disposic. Varias, i. 86. 
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April, 1550; in 1591 Philip I I . repeated the prohi-
bition and adopted measures for the purpose of 
making the supply of coin adequate to the demands 
of trade.'^ 

By an act of 1552 the chief smelter and the assay 
master were raade royal officials. This step appears 
to have been the first instance of the crown withdraw-
ing any part of the management from the control of 
the lessees. The principal officials were the treasurer, 
smelter, marker, weigher, blancher, engraver, and sec-
retary. B}^ cédula of August 21, 1565, these posi-
tions were declared vendible and instructions were 
issued ordering the sale of them to the highest bid-
ders, provided that they were duly qualified to fill 
them.'^ 

From this time until the year 1731 no affair of 
great importance, with one exception, occurred in con-
nection with the mint. A few events caused tempo-
rary excitement, it is true, and occasionally disturbed 
its raanagement. About the middle of the seven-
teenth century three hundred thousand pesos of Peru-
vian money were imported into the country, and were 
so violently objected to that it required a special 
order from the kino; to enforce its circulation."'^ In 
1663 the viceroy imprisoned Juan Vazquez Medina, 
the treasurer, and confiscated his property for refusing 
to pay into the royal treasury two hundred thousand 
pesos which he had demanded of him—a demand in 
contravention of the contract by which the office had 
been sold to Medina.'^ Permission was granted by 

I' 

'* In some districts there was a deficiency of the circulating medium, in 
the larger cities a superabundance. The viceroy and governors of provinces 
were instructed to purchase the bullion and gold dust of the former with the 
surplus coin of the latter. Recop. de Ind., ii. 93-4. 

''^Recop. de Ind., ii. 90. The minor offices also were made salable in 1625. 
Fonseca and Urmtia, fíist. Real Ilac, i. 1'22. 

'"Rivera, Gob. de Mex., i. 189; Fonseca a.nd Urmtia, Ilist. Real fíac, L 
1-2.5. 

'8 Gu'ijo, Diario, in Doc fíisL Mex., Ist ser. i. 508. In 1664 restitution was 
made by the king ordering that whatever sums had been paid by Medina 
into the royal treasury should be restorcd to his son. Id., 538-9. From 
this it may he inferred that Medina had died in the mean time. 



™ 

GOLD COINS. 673 

cédula of February 1675 to issue gold coins similar 
in all respects to those coined in Spain, Accord-
ingly in 1676 by order of the viceroy the standard 
was declared to be twenty-two carats, and the mark 
of pure gold ordered to be coined into sixt^'^-eight 
escudos after the deduction of two and a half tomines 
for brassage.'^'' On the 23d of May this privilege 
was publicly proclaimed, and received with much re-
joicing. Bands of music played in different parts of 
the city, and all the officers of state issued from the 
mint on horseback, and marched in procession under 
arches of flowers which spanned the crowded streets. 
There is no mention, however, of any gold having 
been coined before the 23d of December 1679, on 
which day the viceroy and audiencia visited the mint 
to witness the coinage of doubloons.^ 

The original building in which the operations of the 
mint were conducted was soon found to be inadequate 
to requirements, and to the safe keeping of the large 
sums that were accumulated in it, Indeed the king 
had issued orders for a mint to be erected at his own 
expense; but these instructions were not carried out 
until, owing to the representations of the treasurer, 
Gabriel Diaz, he again in January 1569 ordered the 
erection of a proper building on a site selected and 
assigned for that purpose,®^ With the progressive 
increase in coinage this building became too small, 
and in 1731 Viceroy Casafuerte began the erection of 
the one which, enlarged and embellished, has devel-
oped into the fine mint which exists to-day in the 
city of Mexico.^^ 

During this same year the king by cédula of the 
26th of January ordered the establishment of a tribu-

''The escudo was the eighth part of a doubloon, and the tonún was 
eqnal to twelve grains, 

^Robks, Diario,iuDoc. Hid. Mex., Istser, u.217,294; Elh'ítyar, Indagac. 
Amaned., 3, 

"/b/iseca and Urrtdia, Hist. Reai Hac, i. 120, 
"' The original stracture was completed LQ December 1734, and cost 'with 

only a small portion of the machinery $449,893, Panes, in ]l£on. Doc. Eap., 
MS., 165; AUimati, Disert., iiL ap. 102. 

Hi8T. Msx. , Toi.. III . 43 

."<*^É 
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nal whose particular office was the suppression of 
counterfeiting. From the first introduction of a coined 
medium into the country false money began to be fabri-
cated, at which illegal craft the natives showed them-
selves no less skilful than the Spaniards.^^ 

This court was coraposed of six ministers, including 
the president, one fiscal, and a secretary."* There 
was besidcs a number of subaltern officers of different 
grades. The office of president was vested perpetually 
in the secretary of state for the treasury, who was 
inade judge and superintendent-general of all mints. 
Two at least of tlie rainisters, as well as the fiscal, 
were required to be graduates of law. His Majesty 
conferred upon this court absolute jurisdiction in all 
matters pertaining to it, without appeal, and free from 
all interference of the audiencia, other tribunals, or 
councils.^'^ 

From the year when the smelter and assayer were 
made royal officials, other officers from time to time 
were removed from the service of the lessees to that 
of the crown, till eventually, in 1732, the mint was 
incorporated, by royal cédula of the 14th of July, 
with the royal treasury, under the direction of a 
superintendent.^^ 

When Humboldt was in Mexico this establishment 
gave employment to between three hundred and sixty 
and four hundred employés, and its machinery was 
such tha t without any extraordinary activity $30,-

"' Viceroy Mendoza in 1537 stated to the king that the Indians displayed 
extraordinary skill iu counterfeiting money. Even the cacao beans which 
Mcre used as currency were countcrícitcd by them. Lhrida, CoL Dic, 128. 

**'Con ejercicio y refrendata.' Fo'usccn and Urrutia, Hist. Real. Hac, i. 
131. 

^Pre'viousIy counterfeiters were tried by the audiencia, or any competent 
court of justice. Id., i. 114. The members of this court were instructed to 
inform themselves thoroughly about all business connected with coining, and 
the operations of all silversmiths and workers in gold and silver. Id., i. 131-2. 

^ Belefia, Recop., i. pt. iii. 123. The superintendent was made subordi-
nate to the viceroy in 1735. Reales Cédidas, MS., ii. f. 70. Tlie viceroy had 
supreme jurisdiction over all the ministers and officers connected with the 
department, 'bien que el conocimiento en primera Iiistancia de las causas 
civiles y criminales corresponde al Superintendente, y de sus sentencias se 
.ipela al Superior Goviemo.' (Julvez, Informje del Marquez, 15. 
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000,000 could be struck off yearly.^' With regard to 
the amount coined previous to 1690 nothing can be 
stated with any degree of accuracy, but since that 
time the annual coinage is known. I ts progressive 
increase, and the euormous sums eventually struck 
off, are shown by the following figures: In 1690 the 
amount of silver coined was $5,285,581 ; one century 
later it reached $17,435,644. In the year 1796 $24,-
346,833, and in 1797 $24,041,182 were coined. In 
1733 gold was coined to the amount of $151,702; in 
1796 the coinage of the same metal reached $1,297,794, 
and in 1797 $1,038,856. From 1690 to 1803 inclusive 
the total amount of silver coined was $1,329,119,173, 
andof gold $44,819,830; in aU $1,373,939,003.*^ The 
net profit which accrued to the crown in the year 1798, 
after the payment of over $388,000 for expenses, was 
$1,280,746.^ 

Despite the numerous and lucrative sources from 
which the revenue was derived, the treasury depart-
ment in New Spain cannot be regarded as an ex-
hibition of successful financiering and organization. 
What with the demands of the king upon it, the pec-
ulation of officials, and the fraudulent practices of the 
public, the royal treasury could rarely show a credit-
able balance-sheet, Previous to 1644 statistics are so 
meagre that only a vague idea of the income and its 
gradual increase can be arrived at.^ According to, 
certificates of the royal treasury the average receipts 
during the period from 1644 to 1673 was $1,266,519, 
and the payments $1,363,677, leaving an annual deficit 
of $97,158. Viceroy Mancera who found the exchequer 
bankrupt on his arrival devoted himself assiduously 

" Essai Pol., u. 676, 
^Zamuyra, Legis. UU., L 25-8, The figures are somewhat in excess of 

those of Humboldt. who gives the sum total of both gold and sUver coined 
dnring the same period as $1,353,452. Essai PoL, u, 578, 676-7, 

^Notic, N. Esp. in Soe. Mex. Oeog., u. 25. 
'"AccordLag to a statement of the Franciscan comisario-general Fray 

Bnenaventura de Salinas the crown spent more than $10,000,000 on churches 
and hospitals from the conquest until 1647. Cogollvdo, Hist. Tuc, 101, 
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to the correction of abuses, and succeeded in bringing 
about a more healthy condition of the royal treasury, 
which in 1673 was free from debt. Mancera durinsr 
liis rule increased the revenue $213,000 a ĵ ear.̂ ^ But 
this improved state of affairs did not last long. Vice-
roy Linares in 1716 thus describes the condition of 
the exchequer and his own position: "The royal 
treasury is administered like a bankrupt inerchant's 
cstate, and the viceroys, playing the part correspond-
ing to that of the assignees, only liquidate the most 
urgent debts."^^ 

In 1765 the revenue amounted to $6,130,314, and 
in 1790 to $19,400,213; yet with this ever increas-
ing income proportionately increasing demands were 
made, and Mexico had to bear the burden of wars and 
the support of sister colonies.^^ But it was during the 
wars with the English and French that the greatest 
strain was put upon her. Not only had the colonists 
to pay increased taxes, but their patriotism was ap-
pealed to, loans were raised, and voluntary contribu-
tions solicited.''* 

When Viceroy Branciforte entered upon his ad-
miiiistration in 1794 he found the treasury exhausted 
and the sources of supply apparently stopped. But 
he inimediately effected a loan from the commercial 

'^ He moreovcr remitted to the king during his term $4,376,312. Mancera, 
Instruc, in Doc Inid., xxi. 523-52. 

^- Linares, Instruc, MS., 54. The kingrequired the viceroy to remit him 
annually $1,000,000, and Liiuves cxplaius to his successor Iiow impossible it 
had bccu for hhn to do so. Id., 52-G. 

^̂  The appropriations—situados—disbursed by the treasury for the pay-
ment of military and civil salarics and the maintenance of garrisons, e t c , 
abroad, during the period 1770 to 1811, amounted to $3,837,700annually. Soc 
Mex. ('eog., 2da ep. i. 421-2. Remittances to Habana, Pensacola, and Carta-
gcna during the five years 1755 to I7.";9 amounted to .$7.884,176. (Jrrtif. 
M'r\'d, MS., 124-31. According to Humboldt, during the years 1788 to 
1792 $1,826,000 was scnt to thc island of Cuba. Essai PoL, ii. 803. 

^'Loans were effccted in 1748 at three pcr cent interest. In 1758 the in-
terest wasfixedat five per cent. Proridci iusRcdes, MS., 11-12, 153-.5. The 
merchants witli great wiUingness loaned the government $2,800,000 in 1771 
sin premio. Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 15. Conspicuous among those ready to 
lend their aid was Antonio Bassoco, who in 1778 loaned the government the 
sums of $100,000 and $200,000 without interest. At the same time he made 
presents to the amount of $115,000 in different sums. Zamacois, IIi'sL Méj., 
vi. 561. 
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j,nd mining tribunals of $2,000,000, and others from 
the merchants and public, not bearing interest, so 
that in less than three years he despatched $32,000,-
000 to diôerent parts for the king's.account,^^ His 
successor Azanza almost despaired of raising another 
loan on similar terms though instructed by the king 
to do so,̂ ^ By judicious financiering and squeezing, 
however, he managed to send to Spain and different 
colonies, during his short administration of less than 
two years, $26,600,000,. besides paying government 
debts to the amount of nearly half a million, and leav-
ing more than $6,100,000 in the treasury, But as the 
clouds gathered round the Spanish throne the needs 
of the monarch became greater and more pressing, 
In 1801 a war tax was imposed upon bequeathed 
property,^ and in 1805 Cárlos IV. levied an annual 
income upon the revenues of the church, which be-
tween 1805 and 1809 amounted to $12,080,291,^^ 

Meanwhile loans and more loans were asked for, 
and responded to with patriotic readiness and liberal-
ity; but when at last in 1809 one of $20,000,000 was 
called for immediately after a contribution of over 
$3,000,000,^ the people murmured, and the money 
could not be raised.^"" 

The receipts of the treasury from ordinary sources 
in 1809 amounted to $20,462,307; after payment of 

*^Brandfork, in Linares, Instnic, 8-9, 
* '̂Me desalentaba el recuerdo de las repetidas contribuciones de la misma 

dase que habian hecho en los ultimos tiempos,' Azanm, Instrttc, 110-11. 
"The tax varied from two per cent on the amount left to one half of one 

year's income, according to the amount and kind of property bequeathed. 
Dism)sk. Varias, i. 116-19, 

'^Soc. Mex. Geog., 2da ep, L 488-95, 
•* In 1809, Andrew Cochrane was sent by theEngUsh govemment ' con una 

letra de la junta Central de 3 millones de duros' to negotiate a loan for that 
amount, The call was responded to 'with great readiness, and in a short time 
the sum of $3,210,435 was raised, Cancdada, TeL Mex., 32-6. A list of the 
BubBcribers is given, Consult Alaman, Hist. Mex., i. 304-5. In the previous 
year $2,100,0M) had been raised, and shortly afterward the resident Euro-
peans contributed $2,700,000. Cancdada, Ruina de la N. Esp., 80-1. 

^'"'AUiman, Hist. Mex., i. 306-7, A second attempt was again made in 
1810, Disposk. Varias, ii, 3, 4, 15; Oaz. Oob. Mex., 1810, L 797-801. The 
national constituent congress recognized by decree 'debts contracted by the 
govemment of the 'viceroys tiU September 17, 1810,' Mex. Mem. Minist. Rd., 
iii, doc, vii. no. 4, p. 6, 
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the government expenses in New Spain, and reniis-
sions to the colonies and the mother country, there 
barely remained $2,000,000 in the treasury, while the 
public debt amounted to $29,929,695.^°^ With re-
gard to the shipments of treasure from New Spain to 
the royal treasury and the colonies on account of the 
king, the drain upon the country is prominently set 
forth by the fact that, during the period from 1690 
to 1807 inclusive, $1,052,579,000 of coined gold and 
silver were shipped, $767,000,000 of which found its 
way into the royal treasury of Spain.^°^ 

^'^^Cance ada, TeL Mex., 285-92. 
^°'^ Cancdada, Ruina de la N. Esp., 37-8. 

The bases which have been used in the preceding chapter have nattU'aUy 
been derived from volumes which contain royal ordinances and official docu-
ments on a great variety of subjects. Among such works are included the 
Recop. de Ind.; Reaks Ordenes; Reales Cédulas; Ordenes de la Corona; Mon-
temayor, Svmario, and a number of others containmg laws and regulations for 
the administration of the treasury; laws which occasionally remitted some 
impost for the benefit of the Indians or even the colonists generally, but 
yet contiuually imposed fresh taxes and duties as time passed on. But in 
addition to such authorities a large number of others have been consulted. 
Prominent among these is tlie Biblioteca de Legislacion Ultramar'aia, of José 
Maria Zamora y Coronada, published in 1844-6. This work contains, besides 
royal cédulas and regulations bearing upon every branch of the government, 
a large coUection of acts of the audiencia, proclamations, and orders issued 
from the j ea r 1680. A clear conception of the wide difference betweeu the 
old and new commercial systems is obtained from a comparison of the differ-
ent tariffs of the custom-house which prevailed during the two epochs. 
Vetancurt in his Tratado de la Ciudad de Mexico treats casually and briefly 
of sevcral branches of the revenue, such as the introduction of the alcabala, 
p. 10; demand upon the Indians for a loan, p. 11; the constitution of the tri-
bunals of the exchequer, p. 28; the founding of the mint, and other matters 
connected with finance in early days. ViUa SeSor gives a more extended ac-
couut of these matters in Theatro Americano, i. 38-50, yet it is but a sketch 
of the numerous ramifications of the revenue office. Alaman, in his Disert., 
and Ilist. Mcx., gives some reliable and valuable information relative to both 
the revenue and tlie mint, but it is neithcr copious nor connected. 

An extremely valuable work on this subject is the Ilislorin Gcneral de 
Real Jlacienda, compiled by Fabian de Fonseca and Cárlos de Urrutia, by 
order of the viceroy Conde de ReviIIa Gigedo. The six printed volumes 
which compose the work cost great research, and the authors, having had 
access to all necessary public documents, have produced as complete and ac-
curate a history of the real hacienda and statistics connected with the gov-
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emment of Mexico under Spanish rule, as can weU be found. The manuscript 
was not originally intended for pubUcation, but upon its being found in the 
archives after the declaration of independence, it was printed by permission 
of the Mexican govemment. To the financier of the time when it was written 
it was an invaluable work; to the moflem historian it is equally useful, as ex-
poeing the incessant drain made by the Spanish govemment, generation after 
generation, upon the American colonies. The volumes contain copies of nu-
merous royal cédulas relative to every branch of the revenue, as well as the 
history of each one's origin and development. Statistical tables abound; and 
it rarely occurs that a fair estimate of the proceeds of every department can-
not be formed from them. Nevertheless the work is not without its faults. 
The bad chronological arrangement of cédulas is confusing, and typographical 
errors in dates have been aUowed to creep into the text. The oppressive 
burdens imposed upon the Mexicans were taxing their endurance beyond 
limit; of this Fonseca and Urratia, however, saw nothing, and every new 
exactíou imposed upon colonist or Indian was regarded as affectionate zeal 
on the part of the king to legislate for the welfare and prosperity of his sub-
jects. 

With regard to the mint and coinage I find the work of Fausto de Elhu-
yar, entitíed Indagac'wnes sobre La Amonedaci<m en Nueva Espana, Madrid, 
1818, to be extremely useful. His researches were conducted with great care, 
and Bupply a concise and correct history of the mint from its establishment 
down to the lOth of August 1814, when he laid before the mining tribunal of 
Mexico, of which he was director, the result of his labors. In this book, 
which consists of 142 pages, he gives an account of the different coins strack 
off and the modifications which they experienced at various periods, also of 
the new system when the administration was assumed by the government. 
He moreover considers with attention the causes by which the interests of the 
mining industry suffered and suggests remedies. Being a highly scientific 
man he did not faU to gain the appreciation of Humboldt, who describes him 
as 'le savant d'Elhuyar,' and 'Le savant directeur du tribunal de Mineria de 
Mexico.' Essai PoUL, i. 118, 293, 

The authorities consulted for this chapter are: Reáks Cédulas, MS., i. 
8-9, 92-7; u. 1-3, 10-11, 43, 70, 104-5, 209-24, 238; Providendas Reaies, 
MS., 13 etseq.; Ordenes de UiCorona, MS., L 133, 211-12; iiL 75-6, 111-12, 
140-1; Azavaa, Tnstntc, MS., passim; Cedularío, MS., L 99, 135-43; iii. 64, 
78-80, 129-32, 230-2, 247-53; iv. 82-99, 202-24; Linares, Instruc, MS., 3-28; 
Vireyes de Mex., Tnstmc, MS., 1-5; Reaks Ordenes, i. 111-231, 314, 340-461; 
iv, 367-72, 405-6, 436-59; v. 173-8, 291-324; ReviUa Gigedo, Instmc, MS., 
ii. pasBÍm; Id., Bandos, 17 et seq.; ViUa-Senor, Theatro, i. 38-61; Torque-
mada, i. 614; ui. 260-1; CogoUvdo, HisL Tuc, 101, 541, 617; VetancvrL 
TraL Mex., 30-2; CaUe, Mem. y NoL, 4 2 - ^ , 60, 92, 112, 118, 183; Puga, 
Cedulario, 27 et seq.; FhrUla, CoL Doc, 126-8; Doc Edes. Mex., MS., v. 
1-2; Pacheeo and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, u. 191; ui. 534; vi. 166-74; 447-8, 
499, 512-13; vu. 208-9; xui. 193-5, 200, 217-18; Carkts de Indias, 659-60; 
Certifkadon de las Mercedes, MS,, 96-209; Nueva Espafkt, Acuerdos, MS., 
4-6, 12, 73-4; Doc HisL Mex., série i, tom, L 4, 121-8, 297, 328,470-8, 508-
22, 536-9; tom, u, 74-8, 207, 217, 294; tom, iv. 62, 91, 168-9, 175, 190-8; 
CoL Doc. Inéd., xxi, 623-52; Durango, Doc HisL, MS., 110; Montemayor, 
Simarios, 49-50, 112-13, 152-63, 237-76; Disposidones Varias, i. 59etseq.; 
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u. 3-15; iu. 18, 25-39, 56-63; Recop. de Indias, i. ii., passim; Monumentos 
Domin. Esp., MS., 30-2, 81, 123, 165-6; Id., HisL y PoL, MS., 373-46, 
501-89; Guijo, Diario, passim; Ouatemala, Autos de Parte, MS,, 1-41; 
Samankgo, ReUtcîon, passim; America, Descrip., MS., 122-3; Zurita, Rela-
cUm, MS., 18-21, 44-75; Alaman, Diseri, u. 102-5, 310-16; Id., Hist. Mej., 
i. 4 et seq.; Leyes Varías Anot., MS., 53-5, 353-7; Robks, Diario, 74-8, 207, 
217, 294; Lerch de Tejada, ApunL HisL, 301-9, 388; Id., Comerc EsUtd., 
21-3; Diezmos de Indias, passim; Monte Pio de Oficinas, Prontuario, 1-50; 
Bekna, Recop., i. 58-78, 123-5, 166-7; Mayorga, Derechos, passim; Arce y 
Echeagaray, Instruc, 1-96; Mexko, Contestacion á hs Observ., 71, 100-102; 
Id., Derechos, 1-14; Id., Estado de Real fíac, 94; Id., Exposicion al Sob. 
Cong., 30; Id., Memoria Agric 184/3, 2-4; Id., Memoria Hac 1844> 3-7; Id., 
1849, 4-18, 56; Id., 1870, 38, 61-5; Id., Memoria Presentada, 1-60; Id., Me-
moriaReL 1852, 6; Id., NoL Ciud. Mex., 132-3, 298-9, 307-28, 337-60; Id., 
Reales Aranzeles, 1-112; Id., Rél. Estado, 4—5; Id., Reglamento, passim; 
Sipiier's MSS., ii. 18-21, 44-75; Ouerra, Modo, 1-80; WiUk, NoL Hac, 
1-6, 20-2; EstaUa, xxvi. 284, 344; xxvii. 11-16, 217^6; Inkndentes Real 
Ord., 202-62; Orozco y Berra, Mem. Ciud. Mex., 168-71; Cavo, Tres Sighs, 
pp. xiu.-xxiiL 121, 131; iL 16-17, 147-60, 182-4; iu. 15, 26,5-71; Manifiesto 
de su Justida, 1-58; Fomeca y Urrutia, Real Hac, L-vL, passim; Soc Mex. 
Geog., Boktin, u. 7, 17^0; v. 336; vuL 556-7; x. 505-11; xi. 320-1; Id., 
2da ep. L 297, 330, .348, 376, 404-22; uL 93-4, 179-81, 201-2; Zamara, Bib. 
Leg. UlL, i. 25-8, 31; u. 533-40; iu. 35-63, 209-12, 432-59; vi. 81-96; Ter-
Tiaux-Compav.s, Voy., série i. tom. x. 24^56, 451-3; série ii. tom. v. 85, 
124-5, 170-2, 191,'246-74; Zúííiga y 0., Caievd., 72-5, 88-98, 119, 146-8; 
Rlvera, Gobemantes Mex., i. 30, 99-100, 132 et seq.; JMuseo Mex., i. 353-8, 
393-402; ui. 407-8; iv. 94, 259-60; Elhuyar, Indagaciones, passim; Laharpe, 
Abrégé, x. 251-3; Ordenavzas para el Gobiemo, 1-59; IcL, Real Renta Polvora, 
1-73; /d., Real Rente Naypes, 1-35; Id., Lábor Monedas, 1-59; Mayer's Mex. 
AzL, i. 141, 248, 274-5; ii. 92, 96, 107-8; Cancelada, TeL Mex., 32-6, 47-51, 
166-9, 285-97; Id., Ruina de la N. Esp., 37-8; Denis, Arte Plumaria, 8; 
Tribtttos, Reglamento, 1-14; Id., Reglamento y Ordenanzas, 1-66; Arancd 
derechos, 1-39; Hernandez, Estad. Mej., 133; Nouv. Annaies dea Voy., iv. 
254-5; Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 279; ii. 578-82, 675-81, 734, 803; Id., New 
Spain, iv. 205-81; Id., Tabhs Estnd., MS., 46-54; Id., Versuch, 1-29, 55, 
120-2Í; Gaceta Mex., i.-x., passim; Alzate, Gacetas, i. 82, 106-7; Guia de 
Hac, i. 72-3; u. 59-68, 116-28, 141-4; San Milian, Juez Oficiai, 1-19; Ccyrtes, 
Diario, iv. 106-8; v. 220; Ward's Mex., i. 55; u. 12, 15, 31-2, 49, 58; Cheva-
Uer, Le Mexique, 533-43; Fabríca y Estampa de Naypes, 1-16; Domenech, 
Hist. Mex., i. 250-51, 278; Tributos, Reglamento de, 1-14; Guerra, Rev. de 
N. Esp., i. 175-6, 299-301; u. 630-31; ArriUaga, Recop., 1830, 453-523; Id., 
Informe que dkron, 12; Galvez, Informe Marquîs Son., passim; Diario Mex., 
u. 151-2; ui. 8, 36, 410-11; v. 194, 222, 285; vu. 120; ix. 158; xL, passim; 
xiL 56 et seq.; xiiL, passim; Zamacois, Hist. Mej., iv. 599-631; v. 408-9, 
420-4, 468, 476-9, 546-58, 571-91, 612etseq.; vL 19, 23, 40-96, 128-36, 182, 
338-9, 661; vu. 149, 178, 380-1; x. 1318-19, 1334-5, 1390-2; El Tiempo, 
1834, 199; 1849, 92; Pap.Var., v. 52-4; xvL 132-48, 164; xxxv. 1-26; Uv. 
27, 67; Ixxx. 1-27; cxUi. 39-40; cL 23; clxi. 3; cxxxix. 39-40; ccxv. 37-8; 
Zavala, Rev. Mex., iL 2,3-6; Condiciones del Real Assiento, 1-25; Ttteatan, 
Estad., 7-12; Saimon's Modem HisL, iii. 216; Niks, Register, xxiii. 133, 155; 
xxvu. 245; Mofrcts, Exphr., i. 39-86; Arroniz, HisL y Cron., 153; Juicio de 
un Amerkano, 5; Alvarez, Estudios HisL, ui. 262, 424; Instmceion de hs Co-
misionados, 1-30; Reglamento para d Oob'iemo, 1-63; Pradt, fíisL Rev. Esp., 
39-40; InstUuto Geog. Estad., 23; Aguardimk, Reghmento, 1-26; Breves 
Refiex. Pulque, 6; Modo Aument. Donero, 3; Queipo, CoL Doc, 132-64; Bras-
seur de Bourbourg, Nat. Civ., iv. 775; Ábeja Pobhna, 1-76; Dkc Univ., L 
52-3; Lx. 265-7; x. 917; Torrente, RevoL Hispan, i. 13-18, 23; Medw. Avata, 
Real Ced., 1-3; Thompson's RecoUections, 191-6; Querétaro, NoL EsL, 73-4; 
PeUiez, Mem. HisL Guat., i. 251-56; ii. 184-206; Rivera, HisL Jalapa, i. 59, 
112, 144, 164, 198-9. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE SECULAR CLERGY. 

1600-1800. 

Vioious ECCLESIASTICS—STBUGGLE BETVTEEN THE REGXTLAB OKDEBS AND 

THE SECULAB CLEBGY—INFLTTENCE OP THB RELIGIOUS ON THE MASSES— 

THB ROYAL PKEBOGATIVB—PRIVILEGES OF THE ECCLESIASTICS—RIGHT 

OF SANCTUARY—THE BISHOPBICS OF NEW SPAIN—RELIGIOUS FRATEB-

NiTiEs—CHURCH PROPERTY—ITS CONFISCATION OBDERED—CHUBCH 

REVENUES—THE INQUISITION. 

DuRiNG the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
the secular clerg}'̂  included many who had come to 
New Spain in search of fortune, having little prospect 
of success in their native country. These were for 
the most part mere adventurers, vicious, and a cancer 
in the body ecclesiastic. The natives among the secu-
lars, with a few exceptions, had also become contami-
nated. Of this we have abundant evidence in papal 
buUs and royal orders, in the reports of several vice-
roys, of whom one was a distinguished prelate, and 
in the edicts of the inquisition. Violations of the 
vows of chastity, impeding the administration of 
justice, trading against express prohibitions, manufac-
turing prohibited liquors, collecting excessive fees, 
and defrauding the crown, were common practices, 
and indeed some of their deeds were so scandalous 
that decency forbids their relation.^ 

* MoreUi, Fad. Nov. Orb., 429-31; Recop. de Ind., i. 90-1; Palafox, In-
Oruc, in Morfi. CoL Doca, MS., 27-9; Mancera Indrtic, 469-71; Lina-
rea, Instntc, MS,, 469-71; Defensor de la Verd., 1; Ord. de la Corona, MS,, 
vii. 77; Crespo, Mem. AjttsL, 7, 8; Disposic "Var., v, 6, 13, 29; Reaies Cédtt-
kia, JVfô,, L 34-5; CampiUo, N. Sistema, 45-6; ViUarrod, Enferm. PoUL, 
6-25, in Bttstamante, Voz de la Pairía, v. One viceroy, the marqués de 
Bnmciforte, gives all the clergy, high and low, a good character, but as he 
left rather a haA one of his own in uie country l hesitate to accept his nncor-
roK>nited testimony. Brandforte, Instmc, in Linares, Instmc, MS., 44r-6. 

(6811 
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Among the orders of monks were always to be 
found from the earliest days men who had come to 
America to render good service to God and their king, 
at the same time ridding themselves of the monotony 
of conventual life, and winning renown for their re-
spective orders and distinction for themselves. Many 
of them earned the coveted crown of martyrdom, fear-
lcssly carrying tlie gospel and the arts of peace among 
savages, and a much larger number won fame either 
b}'- their charity and missionary labors, or by their 
learning and writings upon various topics, especially on 
the countries where they dwelt or journeyed. Not a 
few attained to high position, and thus secured a larger 
field for usefulness. Bu t it niust be confessed that the 
regular orders also contained unworthy membérs, men 
who shrank frora poverty and discipline, some of whom 
were vain, covetous, and profligate, and looked upon 
their mission in the New World only as an opportunity 
to gratify their desire for a life of ease and pleasure. 

After the spiritual conquest of Mexico, it was an 
easy matter for these ecclesiastics to have themselves 
assigned to parishes or doctrinas, which, though an 
outward show of religion was maintained, became hot-
beds of vice; even the sacred act of confession being 
profaned. This scandalous immorality was, in the 
second half of the eighteenth and early years of the 
nineteenth century, most noticeable at the seats of 
some of the dioceses and in small towns; iii the capital 
the clergy were somewhat restrained from open exhi-
bitions of vice by the presence of the superior author-
ities of New Spain. 

The day came when the supreme government de-
cided tha t the friars should be restricted to their 
own proper functions, and not be allowed any longer 
to encroach on those of the secular clergy, and the au-
thorities encouraged the latter to assert their riglits.^ 
A long contest ensued, in which the religious orders 
struggled for every point, but they were defeated; and 

' Reales Cédulas, MS., 90-2. 
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« 1 injunctions came from the crown against any but sec-
ular clergymen being nominated for vacant benefices,' 
The result was a better state of affairs; the ranks of 
the seculars were reénforced by worthy and able men, 
and they soon gained the ascendency among the people. 

During the first two centuries after the conquest 
the church offered preferment to natives of America, 
many of whom held bishoprics,* and other high posi-
tions; but in the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
all royal orders to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
number of native-born priests thus promoted had 
become very smaU.^ A cédula of May 2, 1792, ordered 
that one half the prebendaries of the cathedral should 
be conferred on natives of America; but a suggestion, 
said to have emanated from Archbishop Haro, to the 
effect that Americans should have only inferior offices 
in order to keep them ever humble and submissive, 
seems to have been adopted, The result of this policy 
was that in 1808 all the bishoprics of New Spain 
with one exception,^ the greater portion of the canon 
stalls, and a large number of the rich curacies were in 
the hands of Spaniards from Europe. 

' The secularization of the curacies was carried on -without trouble as early 
as 1760, Marfil, Instrttc, 20-1, in Linares, In.8tmc., MS, 

^Zamacois, HisL Méj., x, 1375-8, tries to prove that the govemment dis-
tribnted her favors equaíly among creoles and natives of Old Spain; but 
Alaman, who cannot be accused of enmity toward the mother country, says 
that out of 706 bishops appointed in Spanish America before the revolution, 
105 were native Americans, and but few of them were appointed to the most 
important sees. fíist. Méj., i. 14. In the last century there was discrimina-
tion agaínst the creoles. No native of Yucatan was ever bishop of that dio-
cese. Ancona, Hist. Tttc, ii. 333-4. 

*The high offîces of the church were reserved for natives of Spain. 
Zavcda, Ensayo HisL, i. 66. Archbishop Lorenzana recommended that the 
natives should be forced to learn the Spanish language, and as this could not 
be readily accomplished, the creole priests, who forgood reasons opposed that 
measure, were accused of selfish motives, for as they knew the Indiau Ixmguages 
the curacies of Indian towns would all fall to their lot. This was denied by 
a creole Franciscan, Father Francisco de la Rosa Figueroa, who asserted that 
the secular priests from Old Spain never desired curatos de Indios, preferring 
the parishes of Spaniards in Mexico, or higher preferment, 'con la sombra de 
laB sagradas mitras, mayormente los que vn Sr Arzobispo ô Obispo trae en 
BU familia, que luego van subiendo y exaltando hasta ocupar los Juzgados 
eclesiásticos, ô los choros de las Cathedrales en las Prebeudas.' Vindidas de kt 
Verdad, MS., 30-31. The same writer gives 61 names of native Mexicans, 
and 27 of Peravians, who became bishops and archbishops. Id., 70-5. 

* That of Puebla, held by Manuel Gonzalez del CampiUo. 
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The prestige of the church was jealously upheld by 
law,' and the Indians continued to pay the regular 
clergy the reverence which the early missionaries had 
won from them, a reverence bordering on veneration, 
This wrought no mischief so long as it was sliown to 
men worthy of it, for the old friars were firm sup-
porters of the government, but when bestowed on a 
corrupt and presumptuous clergy it became a source 
of great danger,^ especially as the lower offices of the 
church were in the hands of discontented natives, 
who, being in contact with the masses, must have 
influenced them in political affairs. This element 
became a powerful agent, and the time canie when it 
worked upon the hearts of a large majority of the 
inhabitants against the Spanish domination. 

The church of Mexico, like that of the rest of 
Spanish America, was under the immediate control 
of the crown, through its representatives, the viceroy 
and governors, by virtue of the real patronato. This 
was a right held as the most valuable of the crown .̂  
attributes;'' it was claimed on the ground of prior 

' In 1790 a mulatto, for striking a priedt, was awarded 400 lashes well laid 
on. An alcalde de corte, for a similar offence, was excommuuicated. A 
royal order of the same year prescribed tlie penalty of death for robberies 
committed in churches. Rohles, Diario, 3G-7; Ortegu, A., Voio Fund., 19. 
The \\ orship of the masses, M'ho liad little instruction in religion, consisted 
mainly of external show. The duque de Linares said: 'Eii este rcyno todo 
es cxteriorídad, y viviendo poseidos de los vicios.. .les parcce á lo uias, que 
traycudo el rosario al cuello y besando la mano á un saccrdote son CatiJlicos', 
que los diez mandamientos no sé si los conmutan en ceremonias.' Liitares, 
Iit-<fruc, MS., 37. An ablc -writer in 1785 severcly criticised the rellgious 
l)ractices in the capital, dcnouncing them as barbarous, because they con-
verted the most solemn mystcries of the Catholic church into acts of supersti-
tion and fanaticisni in the most ridiculous form; he uses these words: 'En 
ninguna partc del reino cristiano se presume de mas cristiandad y devocion, 
y en ninguna cstá ménos radicada que en esta capital. ' Villarroel, Enf Polit., 
75-81, in Bustam.ante, Voz dc la Patria, v. 

* The duque de Linares, in view of the prevailing corraption, and remem-
bering the riots again.t the marqués de Gelves in 1624, made it a point to 
avoid all bickering with churchmen. He gave his reasons as foUows: ' Porque 
son capaces de atropel ar el rcspeto de la persona, é inquietar los animos de 
los scculares, porque. . .la cantidad dc eclesiagticos ignorantes no es poca.. .y 
cl todo del pueblo de la voz de catôlicos en apariencia es comun.' Linares, 
Ii,.<iruc., MS., .37, 41-2. 

• ' La piedra mas rica, la mas preciosa Margarita de su Real Diadema. 
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discovery and possession, and the introduction of chris-
iianity, followed by the buUding and endowment of 
churches, convents, and monasteries. To this were 
added the privileges conferred by popes Alexander 
VI . and Julius I I . , confirmed by later briefs of the 
holy see.̂ *' The decision of the first ecclesiastical 
council of Mexico reserving patronage to the king 
was advanced as an additional reason. The preroga-
tive was claimed as one to be forever held inalienable. 
No person or persons, ecclesiastical or secular, no 
church or monastery, was to use the patronage, ex-
cept under the crown's authority, and severe penalties 
were provideTÍ against infringements of the royal priv-
ilege. 

The nomination of archbishops and bishops and the 
bestowal of benefices in the Indies belonged exclu-
sively to the crown, and were consequently confirmed 
without demur. The king became ipso facto the 
head of the church in America, and no bull, brief, or 
other order emanating from the holy see or its apos-
tolic nuncios could be published or carried out with-
out being first submitted to and passed by the council 
of the Indies." Bepeated cédulas issued from 1644 
to 1672 inclusive reiteratfed those orders, and enjoined 
viceroys, audiencias, governors, and other rulers to 
send back to the council of the Indies all documents 

Ribadeneyra, Manual Comp., in address to the king, 3-4; Palafox, Instrttc, 
in Morjp., CoL de Doc, MS.. 26. 

^" Ribadeneyra, Id., 51-68. Antonio Joachin de Ribadeneyra, Manual Com-
pendio de el Regio Patronato Indiano (Madrid, 1755). The author filled high 
judicial offices in Nueva Galicia and Mexico, and was a member of the king's 
council, a man fully competent for the work he undertook. He furaished a 
complete and exhaustive dissertation in clear and laconic style, on the royal 
patronage, both canonical and civil, in the Indies, with the view of rendering 
the matter comprehensive and practical. The work contains all the papai 
bnlls, royal orders, and opinions of reliable authorities bearing on the subject 
and going to sustain the compUer's statements. 

^^CéduIa of Felipe IV., AprU 25, 1643, reiterating others of his predeces-
Bors and his own issued between 1564 and 1633. Recop. de Ind., i. 36, 49, 50, 
70, 76, 78, 115, 118-19; Reaîes Cédulas, MS., i. 27-8; Ôrd. de la Corona, MS., 
L 1; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., v. 43; Leyes, Var. Anot., MS., 23. The same 
rale was appUcable to patentes of the generals or superiors of the religioua 
orders. The only ones excepted were such as were for the interaal domestio 
govemment of the religions 'within their cloisterB. Moniemayor, Svmarios, 
36-38. 



686 T H E SECULAR CLERGY. 

1« 

of this nature which had not been duly passed by 
that body. 

Nevertheless occasional violations of the royal 
})rivilege occurred, two of them as late as 1746, when 
the archbishop of Mexico published two papal briefs 
without the royal exequatur, whereupon both he and 
the audiencia were reprimanded, and ordered to i'o-
scind them. Later , in 1777, it was ordered that 
popes' bulls, briefs, and kindred instruments, even if 
provided with the council's exequatur, were never to 
be circulated without the permission of the viceroy, or 
local governor, as vice-patrono.^'^ 

The royal prerogative never failed to assert itself 
Even in God's temple special honors were paid the 
viceroy, because of his being the viceregal patron. 
The appointment of 'provi.'iorcs and vicarios generales 
had to be subraitted to tlie crown for approval. Com-
petitions for vacant stalls in cathedral chapters must 
be in presence of an asistente real, appointed by the 
vice-patron, I n the selection of parish priests or 
curates, a ternary of names was to be laid by the 
ordinary before the vice-patron,^^ who usually chose 
the first on the list, to avoid giving offence, and be-
cause he seldom knew who was the worthiest, 

The secular clergy held a privileged jurisdiction, 
known as fuero eclesiástico, with special courts, and 
until near the closeof the eighteenth century personal 
exemption from the control of other tribunals." Ec-
clesiastical courts were, however, not only forbidden 

^^Promd. Reales, MS., 80-1; Ôrd. de la Corona, MS., 'i. 201-2. The 
king's prerogative was so jealously guarded that even alms could not be asked 
for in the Indies, if to be sent to Spain, without the express leave of his India 
Council. Archbishops and bishops before assuming the govemment of their 
dioceses had to lay before tbe vice-patrono the cvidence of having taken the 
regular oaths of fealty and obedience to the crown. A viceroy in the 17th 
century reported one of those violations by Bishop Osorio of Puebla, who was 
of course compeUed to fulfil the law. Mancera, Instruc, in Doc Inéd., xxi. 
512-15. 

^^ Cedulario, MS., i. 62-3; Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 7; Pinart, Doc Son., 
MS., 6-14; Pahfox, Instruc, in Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 27; Patronatto, 1-83, 
in Mix. Doc Ecles., MS., no. 1. 

^* Morelli, En<t. Nov. Orb., 192-5; Betancvrt, Derecho de las Ig., I-5I. 

1 
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to encroach on the royal jurisdiction, but expected to 
afford every possible aid to the common courts. The 
laws of Castile on this subject had full force in Mex-
ico," They had no cognizance in cases either civil or 
criminal over persons not catholics, nor criminal juris-
diction in cases of adultery; they could not sentence 
Indians to hard labor for this crime, nor impose fines 
on them for any offience; neither could they inflict 
capital or corporal punishment on any one. In the ad-
ministration of clergymen's or intestates' wills the ec-
clesiastical courts had no jurisdiction, such cases being 
of the cognizance of the royal courts, except where a 
clergyman appointed his own soul as the heir—that 
is, ordered that his estate be used in payment for 
masses and other religious rites for the benefit of his 
soul. The council of the Indies could, however, re-
voke all ecclesiastical decisions.^^ 

By buU of Gregory X I I I . dated February 28, 
1578, and royal orders of 1606, 1722, and 1731, aU 
suits of whatever nature commenced in the ecclesias-
tical courts of the Indies were to be terminated in 
them and not carried elsewhere. This had reference 
to cases in which the ecclesiastical judge acted in his 
capacity as the ordinary; but not when he proceeded 
as the delegate of the pope,̂ ^ in which event any 
appeal would have to be to the pope himself 

Thus for more than two centuries the secular clergy 
enjoyed great privileges, but these were in later times 
gradually abolished, By a royal decree of October 
25, 1795, the common courts were allowed to take 
cognizance of grave crimes committed by the eccle-
siastics, The sala del crimen, or criminal court, now 
sure of its right, acted with rigor against priests, 
especially curates, confining a number of them in the 

^Recop. de Ind., i. 79-80, 
"Æecop. de Ind., L 80-2, 230-2; Montemayor, Svmarios, 39; Orkga, Voto 

Fundado, 19; Ord. de la Gorona, MS., L 104, 106; v. 1-2; Reaies Ord., i. 
447-0; CeduUirio, MS., L 64-5; Provid. Reaks, MS., 107-9, 134-42, 146-50, 
182-3, 281-5; Rescrip. Reaks, MS., 36-7. 

^^ Moreili, FastJ Nov. Orb., 272; Leyes, Var. AnoL, 32-3. 



688 T H E SECULAR CLERGY. 

same prisons as the lowest classes of the people. In 
this matter the royal audiencia favored the cause of 
the clergy. The royal order above named prompted 
the bishop and chapter of Michoacan to make, in 
Dccember 1799, a representation to his Majesty,^* 
which contains many wise and liberal suggestions. 

The courts connected with the archbishopric of 
]\Iexico and other sees were: The provisorato for 
Spaniards, presided over by the juez provisor, having 
besides a prosecuting attorney, sheriff, relator, two 
notaries or clerks, a translator of apostolic letters, 
keeper of records, and messenger; and the provisorato 
for Indians, with a provisor, notary, clerk, and re-
ceiver; thejuzgado de testamentos, capellanícLS y ohras 
jnas, witli judge, counsellor, relator, chief and second 
clerks, and a notary for the military chaplaincy in 
chief.^^ W e have already seen how the powers of 
this last named court were curtailed in the probate of 
wills of clergymen. La te r a further curtailment took 
place, reducing still more the ecclesiastical fuero, with 
the sovereign's declaration of March 22, 1789, making 
cases of capellanías and obras pías cognizable in the 
secular courts.^'' Questions of jurisdiction between the 
ecclesiastical and civil courts, which were of frequent 
occurrence, were adjudicated by the viceroy.^^ This 
power, while it upheld the crown's prerogative, greatly 
exalted the prestige and authority of its representa-
tive in Mexico. 

I< 

Offenders against the laws who took refuge in a 
church or other sacred place were, as we have seen, 
allowed benefit of asylura, in certain cases not excluded 
under papal briefs and royal orders. For a long time 

18' Informe del Obispo y cabildo eclesiástico de Valladolid de Michoacan 
al Rey sobre jurisdiccion y Imunidades del Clero Americano.' The whole 
document, under a somewhat diíTerent heading, may be found in Mora, Obras 
Suclius, i. 1-68; Queipo, Col. deDocs, 1-65. Humboldt gives the above title. 
Essui J^ol., i. 105. 

'" Zúniga, Ccdendario, 52-4, gives the names and residences of the officers. 
^Méx. Provid. Diocesanas, MS., 203, 273-81. 
^^ Revilla Gigedo, Iitsirttc, 21; Alaman, fíist. MéJ., i. 68-9. 
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there had been no limitation, either as to offences, or 
the number of privileged places. The facility for 
escaping the penalties provided by law for the gravest 
crimes had augmented the number of these asylums 
in countries where churches, shrines, cemeteries, and 
other places under ecclesiastical control abounded, 
From time to time modifications were obtained by 
the king of Spain from the Boman pontiffs, Popes 
Gregory XIV. , Ben^dict X I I I . , Clement X I L , and 
Benedict XIV, excluded from that privilege mur-
der, robbery in public places and highways, muti-
lations of îimb, forgery, heresy, high treason, and 
other grave offences; and Clement XIV. by his brief 
of September 12, 1772, which was ordered to be 
enforced by royal decree of November 2, 1773,^^ very 
considerably diminished the number of churches that 
were available as asylums for offenders against the 
Iaw.23 

t 

The cathedral church, described elsewhere, pos-
sessed large wealth in silver, gold, and precious stones. 
The sagrario, an appendage of the cathedral, was also 
a fine edifice, The descendants of Cortés furnished 
elegant carriages and costly teams of mules for con-

^'^ Rescriphs Reales, MS,, 62-74; Reaies ôrdenes, v, 244r-59; Cedviario, uL 
226-33; Cédukt Reai, 1815, 1-21, 

^ In 1787 the king decreed that crimiuals of whatever condition in life, 
who had taken refuge in churches, should be at once taken thence with the 
permission of the priests in charge, or the nearest ecclesiastical authority, or 
withoutit if the requestwere not promptly complied with, by the proper offi-
dal, under a bond ('written or verbal, at the prisoner's option), that Ufe and 
limb would be respected until the immunity plea had been decided. The 
prisoners would be coiffined in the pubUc prisons, and supported at their own 
cost, if they had means; otherwise at the expense of the pubUc, or the royal 
treasnry. In no instance was sentence to exceed 10 years' labor in chain 
gangs or navy yards, service in the army or navy, or exUe. K the offence were 
debarred of privilege, then the ecclesiasticid court must surrender the prisoner 
to be dealt 'with by the propcr authorities, Differences arising as to the nature 
of the crime were to be decided by the audiencia. AU authorities were re-
quired to aid one another to secure the punishment of crime, and to avoid aU 
abuse of the ecclesiastical immunity. Cedviario, MS., i, 77-8, iii. 221-6; Méx. 
Promd. Dioces., MS,, 46-50, 252-60, 351-62; Rescriptos Reaks, MS., 1-8, 
147-«; Provid. Reaies, MS,, 89, 280-1; Reales CéduUis, MS., i. 212-13; Ord. 
de la Corona, MS,, i. 82-7; CWon,, Jvzgadoa MUU., i. 238, 327-8; Recop. Ind. 
i. 35; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., iu. 6£^93. 

Hm. Msz., Voi.. m , U 
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veying thence the host through the streets during the 
visitation of the sick.'" 

The metropolitan of Mexico on certain occasions 
had the supervision over, and on others the adminis-
tration of vacant suffi-agan sees. Among his duties 
was that of casting his vote at the election of profes-
sors of the university of Mexico.̂ ® 

I t was provided by law that in nominations for the 
chapter of the archdiocese of Mexico and its suffragan 
sees, preference should be given to graduates of the 
universities of Spain, Mexico, and Lima, or to clergy-
men who had served in cathedrals; or to those pro-
posed by the king himself or his representatives in 
the Indies by virtue of the royal patronage. Where 
possible two of the canons were to be jurists, and two 
theologians, The four stalls, called respectively doc-
toral, magistral, lectoral, and penitenciario, were given 
to those who excelled in learning and general effi-
ciency, AII the members were to be permanent resi-
dents, and faithful attendants at the chapter's sessions 
and other service, and could not absent themselves 
from their posts without leave froni the crown,'̂ ^ 

The annals of the church in Mexico, after the 
period of spiritual conquest and missionary labor, 
contain little worthy of note, I might present an 
outline of its progress, record the names of promi-

^*EstaUa, xxvi. 282-3. 
*̂* In describing the inauguration of the early bishops and archbishops 

mention was made of their reception imder the paUium. This practíce was 
discontinued by royal command in 1608, setting ajm.de the Roman ritual in 
that respect. The honor was reserved for the king; and the pope acquiesced. , 
The order was reiterated in 1735. Provid. Recdes, MS., 89; Reaies CédttUts, 
MS., ii. 134; Montemayor, Svmarvos, 34. 

'^ The chapter of the archdiocese of Mexico consisted of dean, archdeacon, 
precentor, chanceUor, and treasurer; the doctoral, magistral, lectoral, and 
penitenciario; five other canons caUed de merced; twelve prebendaries, of 
whom six were radoneros, and the others medios radoneros; and a secretary. 
At the end of the eighteenth century the dean received $10,000 a year; the 
other dignidades a little less; cauons, from $7,000 to $9,000; the first class 
prebendaries, $4,000 each; the second class, $2,000. EsUMa, xxvL 282. The 
insigne y real coiegiata de Guadalupe, so oftcn mentioned in the course of this 
history, had episcopal honors, bdng presided over by an abbot, and endowed 
-with tíen canouB, six prebendaries, and a secretary. YJiUarSeiior, Theai/ro, 51; 
Zúniga, Caknd., 49-51, 54-5, 
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nent priests, glance at conspicuous pecuUarities of 
life or opinion among the clergy, smile here and there 
at a so-called miracle, but such details would not in-
terest the general reader, 

The number of suffragan sees in existence at the 
opening of the nineteenth century was the same as at 
the close of the seventeenth. That of Puebla had 
the same number of dignitaries, canons, and preb-
endaries as the metropolitan, and all its affairs were 
conducted with the utmost regularity, I ts cathedral 
is one of the most magnificent buildings ín Mexico,^ 

The chapter of the see of Oajaca consisted of a dean, 
four dignitaries, and eight canons, The rebuilding of 
the cathedral, founded in 1535, was begun by the 
fifteenth bishop, Father Angel Maldonado, in 1702,̂ ^̂  
and completed by Bishop Santiago y Calderon, who 
took charge in 1730, The building has three naves 
besides the chapel, and is said to hold an arm of 
Saint Chrysostom, the skull of Saint Leontius, mar-
tyr, and a portion of the famous cross of Huatulco, to 
which countless miracles have been ascribed,^ 

^'Between 1608 and 1802 it was controUed by 14 prelates. The most 

Srominent of them were: Alonso de la Mota y Escobar, who gave the cathe-
ral $50,000 in omaments and jewelry; Juan de Palafox, and Diego Osorio de 

Escobar, who have been spoken of elsewhere; Manuel Femandez de Santa 
Craz, a native of Mexico, who had been bishop of Durango and Michoacan; 
Juan Antonio de Lardizábal, who declined the archbishopric of Mexico; and 
Francisco Javier Fabian y Fuero, af terward archbishop of Valencia in Spain. 

*^A bequest of $40,000 was left for the purpose of reconstraction. In 
1721 there was mnch dissension between bishop and chapter about needed re-
pairs. Oax., Asuntos, in Doc Ecks. Mex., MS., ii. no. 2; Id., Repar. de la Cab., 
m Id., MS., iv. no. 2. 

"Between 1605 and 1799 there were 18 bishops of this dioceoe, the last of 
whom was José Gregorio de Omana y Sotomayor. Others worthy of mention 
were: Friar Baltasar de Covarrabias, Juan de Cervantes, Friar Juan Bar-
tolomé Catafio de Bohorques, Alonso de Cuevas Dåvalos, who became arch-
bishop of Mexico, Nicolás del Puerto, Isidro Saranana, and Thomas Monta o. 
AU of them were natives of Mexico, and men of leaming and character. 
Friar Angel de Maldonado, of the order of Saint Bemard, 'vioio was in charge 
of the see from 1702 to 1728, was noted for his humiUty and charity. He 
declined the mitres of Michoacan and Orihuela. The diocese of Michoacan 
had a chapter consisting of five dignitaries, ten canons, and 12 prebendaries. 
In early days, when the revenue was smaUer, it had only nine prebends. The 
cathedral was begim in 1640 by Bishop Prado, 'with aid from the cro'wn and 
people. I t was rebuilt in 1680, and dedicated in 1706, The building is of 
mixed style, and of majestic appearance, Igksias, Rd., 269-72, 233-6, From 
1602 tiU 1809 tíiere were 22 bishops, the last of whom was Márcos Moriana y 
Zafrilla. Soon after his death Doctor Manuel Abad y Queipo, the vicar-
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As late as 1770 the diocese of Guadalajara included 
Jahsco, Zacatecas, Chiametla, Culiacan, Sonora, and 
Sinaloa, to which was added afterward Lower CaH-
fornia. AU the Spanish settlements and many of 
the Indian towns were under curates before 1767, 
the only missions established being those of Nayarit.*' 
The cathedral is of plain exterior, but handsomely 
decorated internally. The.first stone was laid by 
Ayala, the fourth bishop, on the 31st of July, 
1571, and the building was completed on the 19th of 
February, 1618, and consecrated by Bishop Mimbela.'^ 

The bishopric of Durango was founded by buU of 
Paulus V, dated October 11, 1620,'^ TJJ^ ^J.^^ bishop, 
Friar Gonzalo de HermosiIIa, an Augustinian, was in 
charge of the see from October 1621 until his decease 
in January 1631, A t the time of the foundation the 
diocese embraced Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, Sinaloa, 
and New Mexico, The cathedral of this diocese is of 
the Tuscan order. I ts construction was begun about 
1695 by the ninth bishop, García de Legaspi, who 
labored under great difficulties for want of architects. 

general, was nominated for bishop; but the pope never confirmed the nomi-
nation, Others were: Friars Francisco de Rivera and Márccs Ramirez del 
Prado, the latter of whom spent over $1,000,000 in alms and pious endow-
ments; Friar Payo Enriquez de Rivera, who became archbishop and 'viceroy; 
Juan Ortega Monta ez, who also became archbishop of Mexico; aud Friar 
Antonio de San Miguel, who greatly befriended the Indian portion of his 
flock uuring the famine of 1786, and the subsequent epidemic of small-pox. 

^''The chapter of this see in the middle part of the eighteenth century con-
sisted of the dean, archdeacon and precentor, the doctoral and magistral, and 
two other canons. ViUa-Sefhr, Thecdro Am., ii. 205, I t seems to have had 
alsosinceveryearlydaysfourracioneros. GonzaiesDâviUi, TeatroEcks.,i. 179. 

*^I(jlesias y Conv., 302. Among the most distingu shed prelates were 
Alonso de la Mota, a native of Mexico, who was an effîcient protector of the 
Indians against Spanish usurpations, and Friar Antonio Alcalde, who had been 
bishop of Yucatan. The donations of the latter for the foundLag of a univer-
Bity and other educational purposes, for hospitals, churches, and convents, for 
reUef of the poor in times oi famiae and epidemic, aggregated $1,000,000; his 
clothes, food, and fumiture were of the meanest; at his death the fumiture of 
his house was valued at $267, Juan de Santiago de Leon Garavito, another 
bishop, was so poor that at his death he was buried by charity, The last of 
the nineteen prelates of Guadalajara, Juan Cruz Ruiz de Cabanas y Crespo, 
waa distinguished for his generosity, and at his death bequeathed his own pat-
rimony, about $26,000, to the poor, He was in charge of the diocese nom 
1796 to 1824, 

''^Condîioa Prov., 1« y 2© 368. Cortes, Diario, 1812, xiL 348. Escudero, 
Not. Est. Son., has it in 1626. Frejes, Hid. Breve, gives 1631, 



NORTHERN DIOCESES, 693 

i'î 

In 1699 ten arches of the crypts and a portion of the 
portals had been built. I t was completed during the 
administration of Bishop Zubiría and consecrated in 
1844.'^ 

In 1777,^ the pope issued a bull for the erection of 
the see of Nuevo Leon. In February, 1779, Oidor 
Belena defined its territory, which was detached from 
other dioceses.^^ The first bishop of this diocese was 
Juan Antonio Sanchez de Alozen, who on becoming 
a Franciscan had taken the name of Antonio de Jesus 
Sacedon.^* 

The first cathedral in Monterey was begun by 
Bishop Ambrosio Llanos y Valdés,^'' who appears to 
have lacked the physical strength needed for visiting 
his vast diocese and making himself acquainted with 
its condition and needs, for the Franciscan commissary 
of missions, referring to his decease in 1789, speaks 
of the necessity of having a young and robust man 
for prelate.^^ 

In 1779 Pope Pius VI . ordered Sonora, Sinaloa, 
and the two Californias to form a bishopric with its 
cathedral in Arizpe. This was carried out.in 1781, 
under a royal cédula, and the first prelate was the 

83 Hermosilla's successor was Alonso Franco y Luna. The list of bishops 
oontains twenty prelates up to the year 1812. The last, Gabriel de OUvares 
y Benito, raled from May29, 1796, to Febraary 26, 1812. 

^*N. Méx. Cédulas, MS., 301-2; Frejes, HisL Breve, 272. 
** From that of Guadalajara, the towna in Nuevo Santander, Nuevo Leon, 

Coahuila, and Texas, and the villa del SaltiUo; from that of Michoacan, the 
towns of Jaumave, PalmiIIas, Real de los Infantes, and Tula; from that of 
Mexico, the town of SantaBárbara. This arrangement was proclaimed in an 
edict of September 2, 1779. Bekfía, Recop., i. 291. The erection was con."-
pleted Ltt 1781, Cortes, Diario, 1812, xu. 348. 

^^Bele a in his certificate mentions him as the first bishop. The same is 
said by Oomez, Diario, 23, 57, 61; Bttstamante, Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
iu, 29-30, Another authority gives Rafael José Berger as the íirst, Iglesias 
y Conv., 341, 

^ Upon its walls was erected a citadel, in 1846, to defend the city against 
the American army, IglesiasyConv., 342, 

'^Bishop Sacedon's successors to the end of the 18th century were: Friar 
Rafael José Verger, 1783-90; Doctor Andrés Ambrosio de Uanos y Valdés, 
1792-9, Oanzadez, CoL N. Leon, 98-107,122, 373-7; Ôrd. dektCorona, MS., v, 
31; Pinart, Col. Doc. Mex., 163-6; Oaz. Mex. (1790-1), iv, 143; (1800-1), 
X. 121, 
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Franciscan friar Antonio de los Reyes,' ' who took 
possession in 1783.^ 

The cathedral of Mérida in the diocese of Yucatan 
was finished in 1598 though not consecrated until the 
12th of December, 1763.*^ The revenue of the see 
was small, yet the cathedral was well provided with 
every thing required for decorous public worship, many 
of the ornaments and regalia being very rich; some of 
its paintings were also fine works of art, the king, the 
bishops, and the canons liberally contributing toward 
that end. According to the bull of erection, its chap-
ter was to be composed of the same number of members 
as that of Mexico; but on account of the small rev-
enue from tithes, was afterward diminished.^ 

^Bdena, Recop., i. 291; Ctírtes, Diario, 1812, xu. 348. He was the poorest 
of the bishops, his annual stipend being only $6,000, and he received no share 
from tithes. Escudero, Not. Son., 40. 

*" His successor was José Gránados y Galvez, who was in charge from 1787 
to 1794, and was transferred to the see of Durango, but died before taking 
possession. The third prelate was Friar Damian Martinez de Galinzoga, a 
Franciscan, and the fourth and last of the 18th century was also a FraiacÍB-
can; he was named Francisco de Jesus Rouset, and was appointed in 1796, 
though not consecrated till 1799. His death occurred in 1814. Hist. North 
Mex. Staies, ii. this series. Igksias y Conventos, 342, wrongly asserts that the 
time of the erection of this see is unknown, and gives Bishop Granados as ita 
first prelate, and Bishop Rouset as the second. 

" By Bishop Alcalde. Its cost was $300,000. 
*^Instead of twenty-seven members as at first, the chapter included only the 

dean, archdeacon, precentor, and chancellor, two canons who acted as magis-
tral and penitenciario, and two racioneros. CogoUvdo, fíist. Tuc, 207; Igksias 
$ Conv., 327-34. Between 1604 and 1802 there were twenty-one prelates. 
Among them some had opportunities for displayiug greater qualities of heart 
and mind than others. Several ôbtained higher preferments. Diego Vazquez 
Mercado became archbishop of Manila. Juan Alonso Ocon in 1643, Juan 
Gomez de Parada in 1728, Francisco Pablo Matos Coronado in 1741, and 
Antonio Alcalde in 1771, were transferred respectively to the sees of Cuzco, 
Guatemala, Michoacan, and Guadalajara. 

The foUowing Ust contains some additional authorities which have been 
consulted for the preparation of the matter connected with the several seea 
and their bishops: GonzaiezDávila, Teatro Ecks., i. 71-301, passim; u. 33-4; 
Fernandez, Hist. Ecks., 135-6; Iglesia Catedral, Re'jlas y Orden., 1-62; Con-
dUosProv., Istand2d, 248-375; ConciUos Mex., iu. and iv. 63, 202; Figtieroa, 
Vindicias, MS., 70-90; ôrd. de la Corona, MS., ii. 213; iiL 85, 134; iv. 61; 
V. 5, 7, 69; Reales CéduUis, MS., i. 100; Provid. Reales, MS., 172-5; Veitia 
Linage, in Doc Edes. Méx., i. no. 5, 37; PaironaMo, in Id., i. no. 1; DáviUa 
PadilUt, Teatro Ecks., i. 124^36, 182-5, 231; u. 64; CogoUvdo, I/ist. Tuc, 
464, 467, 617, 659-61; Akgre, HisL Comp. Jesus, ii. 68, 138-9, 168-9, 471; 
Fhrenda, HisL Comp. Jesus, 232-3, Cavo, Tres Sighs, u. 86; VilUt-Senor y 
Sanchez, Theatro, i. 241-8; Burgoa, Oeog. Deacrip., u. 410; Pap. Franciscanos, 
MS., i. Ist ser. 414; Remesal, HisL Chyapa, 704, 718; N. Esp., Breve Resá-
m,en, L 245-6, 273-4; Medina, Chrán. S. Diego, 239-41, 246; Gaz. Méx., Ist 
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I t is not an easy matter to arrive even approxi-
mately at the number of the secular clergy in New 
Spain. Very early in the present century, however, it 
was computed at about five thousand,*^ Most of the 
sees had special seminaries for the education of young 
men desiring to enter the priesthood, They were 
under the real patronato, and had a number of schol-
arships in the patronage of the king's representative, 
who made the choice upon the report or recommenda-
tion of their respective rectors, There were other 
scholarships endowed by private individuals and open 
to competition. There was also a number of profes-
sorships whose incumbents were appointed by the 
vice-patron.** 

ser,, La Doc Hist. Mex., 2d ser. iv. 18-19; Id., 2d ser., in Id.; Id., iv. 75-
504, pasBÍm; Gaz. Mex. (1784-5), L pref. 3, p. 114; (1786-7), iL 21, 257; 
(1788-9), uL 145-9; (1790-1), iv. 165-356, passim; (1794-5), vL 645; (1800), 
X. 12-14, 73, 89; (1804-5), xu. 117-20; Oaz. Mex., 1728 and 1729, in Aré-
vaio, Comp., 29-30, 184; Gaz. Oob. Mex. (1810), i. 802; CaUe, Mem. y 
NoL, 62, 72, 83, 90-1, 99, 122; Dávila, Continuacion, MS., 193, 285; Vetan-
cvrt, TraL Mex., 26, 27, 52, 53, 71, 72, 77; Vetancvri, MenoL, 137; Robles, 
Diario, 223-495, passLm; Gomez, Diario, 15-312, passim; Guijo, Diario, 218, 
277-8, 371; Castro, 13, 14, 18, 19, 39, 43, 47-8, 56-7; Juarros, GuaL, i. 291; 
Juarros, Comp., 284r-90, 297-8, 359-60; Santos, Chrtín. Hosp., u. 480; Dávila, 
Mem. Hist., pt. i. 117-67; Disturbios delraiks, MS., i. 571; iL no. 2; Rivera, 
Diario Curíosa, in Doc Hist. Mex., 2d ser. iv. 88; vi. 12, 18-19, 26; Oax., 
Asuntos, in Doc Ecks. Mex., MS., no. 2, 2, 74; Diario JÍIex., viii. 285; ix. 
177; xi. 207-9, 565; Cedulario, MS., i. 209; uL 140; Soc Mex. Geog.,Boktin, 
viu. 647; Iglesias, ReL, 287-300; La Casas y la Mota, Menwrial, 102; Arévalo, 
Comp., 30; Oaz. Mex.,Ang. 1728, in Arévalo Comp., 69; Perez, Orac Fúnebre, 
1-42; Alcedo, Dicc, i. 108; u. 246; ui. 141; Ahalde, Ehg. Fúneb., 34-41; 
i.-xxviii. 1-49; Sermon Panegirico, 1-23; Oratio Fúneb., i.-xxxix.; Sermon 
Predic, 1-30; Rd. Senc dd fun.eral, 1-13; Mora, RevoL Mex., iii. 358; iv. 
58; Mota-PadUla, Conq. N. Gai., passim; Descrip. y Prosp., 1-13; Subsidio 
Eclea., in Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., iu. no. 1, 59, 276; JaL Mem. HisL, 205-7; 
Registro, Tttcaieco, i. 228-30; ii. 331-43; CastiUo, Dicc IIisL, 9-314, passim; 
Ouadai., inDoc Ecles. Mex., MS., i. no. 6, 9; CastiUa, Espejo de Exemp. Ob., 
passim; Escudero, Estad. Dur., 23; Escttdero, Not. Son., 40; Romero, Not. 
Mieh., 14-21, 25, 151; Linares, Cvadro Sintíp., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, 
2da ep. iv. 639-40; Montana, El Corazon de las rosas, passim; Carriedo, 
Edttdios, 67-8, 114-17; Alaman, Hist. M^., iii. 381; Iglesias y Conv., 175-7, 
231-3, 316-20; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 80, 99, 126, 145, 151, 160, 175-7, 231-3, 
316Í-20; ArToniz, Biog. Mex., 152-5; Lázaro, Sermon Fúnebre, nos. 6 and 7, 
in Arteaga Josias Domenech, Hist. du Mex., L 282; Alfaro y Pifia, Cat. de 
Ouad., 5-14; Ancona, Hid. Tuc, ii. 201-518, passim. 

*^Hu7nboUit, Essai PoL, i. 127; Reai Consulado de N. Esp., in Soc Mex. 
Oeog., Boleiin, ii, 6; Mex. Diario, 'vL 94, CaUe, Mem. y Not., 46, gives the 
number of clerg^míien at 6,000 in 1646; he probably meant both secular and 
regular priests, otherwise his figures appear excessive. 

**EataUa, xxvu. 192-3; Igkaias y Conv., 16, 24, 147-52, 190-1, 236, 275, 
304-6, 334; Fabian, CoL de Provid., 307-11, 522-656, passim; Haro y Per-
aita, Carta Paatoral, 1-266, passim. 

f . 

Q , — 



!i 696 THE SECULAR CLERGY. 

During the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a 
number of reUgious cofradías or fraternities were estab-
lished in Mexico and other towns for the purpose 
mainly of rendering special worship to God, or the 
virgin, in some of their attributes, or to saints in 
whose influence and intercession in heaven they placed 
their trust. Among them are many that deserve 
mention for their exertions in succoring the needy and 
sick, and in the spread of education as weU as of 
religion. I am unable for want of space to furnish a 
history of these associations and their work, but as 
a mark of respect to their good intentions wiU name a • 
few of them. The colegiata de Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe, of which much has been said in other 
parts of this work; an institution of a similar charac-
ter in Querétaro; the archicofradías of La Cruz and 
the Santísimo Cristo de San Marcelo, the first named 
of the two being founded by the conqueror Cortés; 
the archicofradías del arcángel San Miguel and of 
La Inmaculada Concepcion; cofradías de San Anton, 
Nuestra Senora del Socorro, and Santiago; and that 
of the Santísimo Sacramento in Vera Cruz. The 
country teemed with sanctuaries, and to some of the 
images kept therein were attributed miraculous mani-
festations.*^ 

The church of Mexico owned real estate, probably 
to the value of between two and three million pesos. 
After the suppression of the Jesuits few lands went 
into the possession of the church. I ts real wealth 
consisted of the tithes and vast amounts secured by 
mortgage, á censo redimihle on the lands of private 
parties. 

^ The foUo'wing authorities treat of this Bubject: ôrd. de Ui Corona, MS,, 
iu, 169-70; Recop. de Ind., i. 33-4, 189; Natmrrete, Reacriptoa Reaiea, MS,, 
66-62; Rel. Peregrina, u, 95-248, paBsim; Sigitensa y Gôngora, Ohriaa de 
Qtter., 5 L, 235, 41.; Archicof. ddArcángd S. Migud, 1-48; Cabrera, Escudo 
de Armas, 97-106; CéduUi, Feb, 6, 1768, 1-27; La Caaa Peregrina, passim; 
Covadonga, ConMUuc, 1-83; Indtdgendcu Perpetuaa, 1-20; Morenda, Orígen 
dd Cékbre Santtiario, 1-234, passiin; EataUa, xxvL 326-8; Vdasco y Texada, 
Ilist. MiUtgros. Imágm, passim; Zavala, La Ven. Congreg. 8. FeUpe Neri, 16-
137, passim. 
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% The aggregate value of the church property, both 
secular and regular, in estates and mortgages, must 
have been, in the early part of the present century, 
not less than one half the total value of real estate in 
the country. As early as 1644 the ayuntamiento of 
Mexico petitioned King Felipe IV. to check the in-
crease of convents and of investments for religious 
purposes.*^ The possessions of the church were con-
siderably reduced in 1767 by the expulsion of the 
Jesuits, whose estates reverted to the royal treasury, 
though the rights of the benevolent estabUshments 
of which the Jesuits had been in charge were duly 
respected. Nevertheless, at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century the aggregate must have been as above 
stated, and represented a money value of about $44,-
500,000.*^ 

In 1809, at which date it wiU be remembered war 
broke out with France, the Spanish government see-
ing no escape from impending bankruptcy, in conse-
quence of an over-issue of royal vales, or treasury 
notes, attempted a very dangerous financial measure, 
by ordering on the 26th of December, not only the 

*^ The greater portion of the landed property being in one shape or other 
in the hands of the church, it was fearea that if left unchecked it would soon 
own aU the land in the country. No more convents were needed; there were 
too many nuns and servants there already, and too Uttie 'with which to sup-
port them. The number of friars and clergymen was also represented in the 
same memorial as excessive, and so was that of hoUdays, with which 'se acre-
cienta el candal de la ociosidad, y danos qne causa esta.' OonzcdezDávila, Teatro 
Edea., L 16-17. 

" Their investments bore the titie of capUales de capeUanias y obraa de Ui 
jurisdicdon ordinarict. They were sitnated as foUows: Archbishopric of 
Mexico, $9,000,000; bishropic of Puebla, $6,500,000; bishopric of VaUadoUd 
(very exact), $4,500,000; biahropic of Guadalajara $3,000,000; bishropics of 
Dorango, Nuevo Leon, and Sonora, $1,000,000; bishoprics of Oajaca and Yu-
oitan, $2,000,000; Ohraapiaa, of the regular clergy, $2,500,000; Fondo dotal 
of churches and of male and female religions communitíes, $16,000,000, These 
figures were taken from a memorial of the citizens of ValladoUd in Michoa-
can to Vioeroy Itunigaray, on the 24th of October, 1805, HumbokU, Esscû 
PoL, iL 475-7. Alaman, Hid. Méj., L 66-8, claims that the aggregate must 
have been much laiger, grounding his judgment both on the results of the 
aasessments to coUect tne direct tax in later years, and on the fact that 
Bcaroely one single estate 'was not tbns encumbered. Many of the estates 
were mortgaged lor their fuU "value, and some for even more, thus rendering 
it neoesaaiy in the conrse of time to reqnire the proprietors to prodnce evi-
denoe that their lands were not mortgaged for moie than two thirds nf their 
'valne. 

> -
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sale of the real estate of the church, but that all its 
invested funds, of every kind, should be forwarded to 
Spain and deposited in a caja de consolidacion de vales 
reales.^ The resistance of the proprietors was so 
strong, however, that between May 1805 and June 
1806, the caja de consolidacion had received from the 
sequestrated estates only 1,200,000 pesos. 

Aside from the income obtained from real estate and 
investments, the revenues of the church were derived 
from various sources, as the primicias or first fruits, 
payable to the parish priests, a tax claimed to have 
existed from the earliest days;*^ fees for masses, mar-
riages, and burials, which yielded largely in most of 
the dioceses;^" and last, though by no means least, 
the tithes. The king of Spain possessed under the 
bull of Pope Alexander VI . issued in 1501, the exclu-
sive right of collecting the tithes in America, subject 
to the sole condition of providing for the religious in-
struction of the natives,^^ 

*^Humboldt, Essai PoL, u, 476; Soc Mex. Oeog., BoUtin, 2da ép. i. 486-
95; Suarez, Informe, 7; Diario Mex., vi. 366-8; Mora, Obras Sttdtos, i. 70-
117; Lacunza, Disc Hist., no. xxx-vi. 533-4. Zamacois, HisL Méj., v. 622, 
tells us that the archbishop and chapter of Mexico had donated to the crown, 
in 1777, $80,000. 

*^ If the crop of grain reached six fanegas, the tax was a half fanega, and so 
in proportion. On Uve-stock the tax was one head for every twelve; on milk, the 
quantity obtained in the milking of the first night of each year, Edido, MS., 
inMaUrat. delnd., no.7, 1-2; Mex. Represent.,'M.8., inMaitrai. deInd.,no. 1, 
1-39, 

s^In September 1619, the real audiencia required of the archbishop of 
Mezico compliance with the royal order of May 12th of the same year, to 
keep and observe the 'sínodo y aranzel de SeviIIa' of burial fees. The pope 
also issued stringent orders. Changes were made from time to time in the fee 
bill with the view of reducing it, but it never ceased to be a heavy burden. 
Montemayor, Autos Acord., 7, in Monkmayor, Stmarios, MordU, Fast. Nov. 
Orb., 373-97, 415, á5á;Rubwy Saiinas, Aranz., 1-19; Lorenzana,Aranz., I-IO; 
Inform. sobre Arance es, in Maîtrat. de Ind., MS., no. 23, 1-40; Mex. Aranedea 
Parroq., in Id., MS., no. 24, 1-16. 

^̂  The gross amount of tithes was first divided into four equal parts, two 
of which went to the bishop and chapter; the other two were divided into 
nine equal parts; two for the crown, three for building churches and hos-
pitaLs, two for salaries of curates, and where the amount was insufficient the 
king aUowed them salaries of $100 or $120 a year from his own share; the 
remaining two parts went to pay the dignitaries and employés of the dioceee. 
EstaiUt, xxvu. 2.33-5; Mota-PadUUi, Conq. N. OaL, 178. The coUectíon and 
distribution were provided for in royal ordera of 1627, 1631,1777,1786. Reeop. 
delnd., u. 678; Bekfia, Recop., u. 145-51; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., uL 40,42-
55. The c:^Ilection of primicias and tithes and the adjudication of disputed 
questions were in charge of the haceduría orjuzgado de dieztms, uonsisting in 
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The gross amount of tithes coUected in all the dio-
ceses was in the decade ênding in 1779, 13,357,157 
pesos; in that ending in 1789,18,353,821 pesos.''* The 
total revenue of the nine dioceses for 1803 was 
539,000 pesos according to official records.'® These 
figures have been disputed, however, and it has even 
been positively asserted that the actual revenue of 
these bishoprics and that of Chiapas amounted in 
1805 to twelve or thirteen million pesos, out of which 
sum four miUions fell to the share of the archbishop." 

Property left by bishops and archbishops at their 
death, resulting from the revenue of their sees, re-
verted to the crown, under royal cédula of March 28, 
1620, and was known under the name of espolios.^'^ 
All the chief offices of the church were filled by royal 
appointment, and the incumbents were required to pay 
the crown the media anata, or one half of the fírst 
year's income. The offices of minor importance yield-
ing less than $413 paid the crown only one month's 
income, known as the mesada.^ 

Toward the end of the seventeenth century the in-
the city of Mexico of two judges and a notary or clerk, The contaduria or 
auditor's offîce had a first and second auditor with a first and second clerk. 
Zufíiga, CeduUtrio, 51, 

^'Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii, 473-8; Id., Tablas Estad., MS,, 41; his figures 
being taken from an offîcial statement by Joaquin Maniau. Notidas de N. 
Eap., in Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, ii, 8-23; N. Esp., Breve Resum., i. 139,245, 
iL 301-2, According to Estalla's account, xxvii, 9-10, the tithes of Mexico, 
Puebla, Oajaca, Guadalajara, and Durango were in nOO-?^, $10,676,947; in 
1779-89, $14,844,987; he omits those of Michoacan; his figures differ some-
what from Maniau's, Pinkerton's Modem Oeog., iu, 234. 

"Mexico. $130,000; Puebla, $110,000; Michoacan, $100,000; NuevaGalicia, 
$90,000; Durango, $35,000; Nuevo Leon, $30,000; Oajaca, $18,000; Sonora, 
$6,000; Yucatan, $20,000. I t was painfuí to see a diocese like that of Mexico 
paying curates of Indian towns only $100 or $120 a year, Humboldt, Essai 
Pol., i. 127-9; Id., Versuch, i. 181; Queipo, Coi. Doc, 14, in Pap. Var., 
164, no. 1. 

'^The rental of the archbishopric proper was acknowledged at $2,944,970; 
add to the regular revenue the alms, etc,, of the clergy, secular and regular, 
which amount is concealed, and the whole will swell to the sums given above. 
Notk. de N. Esp., in iS'oc. Mex. Oeog., Boletin, ii. 8, 

^̂  A law of 1652 prescribed the mode in which bishops should make inven-
tories of the property they owned before their appointment, Recop. de Ind., i. 
65-6; EdaiUi, xxvu, 236; Rvvera, Oob. Mex., i. 130. 

'^Estcdla, xxvu, 235; MoreUi, FhsL Nov. Orb., 382; Zamora, Bíb. Leg. 
UU., iv. 268-73; Providendas Reales, MS., 69-71; Fonseca y Urrutia, Real 
Hadenda, iu. 89-136; Panea, Vir. in Monum. Dom. Eap., MS., 141; Rivera, 
Id., i. 2S6. 
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quisition had attained great predominance, causing 
even the viceroy and audiéncia to lose much of their 
power and prestige,^ In 1747 the inquisidor general 
had issued an ordinance in thirty-four sections intended 
to avert all disputes on jurisdiction, and to maintain 
intact the prerogatives of each department of govern-
ment, That ordinance was, however, often disregarded 
by the inquisitors of Mexico.^^ 

Between the year 1600 and the end of the eigh-
teenth century occurred many autos de fé, both par-
ticular and geneiral, the records of which have not 
been completely published.^^ In the latter parfc of the 
eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the inquisitioh, which till then had been mainly 
engaged in persecuting Portuguese Jews, sorcerers, 
witches, apostate priests, bigamists, and other offend-
ers, found a new and fruitful field among the readers 
of modern philosophical works, most of which were 

^̂  In 1727 the king ordered the viceroy to protect the royal jurisdictíon 
against encroachments of the inquisition under pretext of privUege, At the 
same time he wished the court to be aided in every way, and its offîcers and 
attachés respected in their rights and functions. Bek a, Recop., i. 212^17; 
Provid. Reales, MS., 261-6. 

**ThÍ3 body was seriously rebuked for it in 1785 by the crown. Rescrip. 
Reales Ecles., MS., 8-19, 27, 113-16; Eeaies Céduias, MS., 208-10; Reaks 
Ord., vi. 65-8. 

^̂  A notable one was the case of WiIIiam Lampart, an Irishman, or of Irish 
descent, who came to Mexico in 1640, and was known as GuiUen Lomhardo, 
alia.s Guzman, arrested in 1642 as an 'astrôlogo judiciario con malaapUca-
cion de sus estudios,' and put into a dungeoh. Dec. 24, 1650, he with another 
man broke jail, and sent to the viceroy several documents, and scattered 
othcrs, against the archbishop and inquisitors, accusing the látter of treason-
able -views, ignorance, and theft. Much trouble might have been occaBÍoned 
had not Lampart and his companion been recaptured, His fate remains un-
known, though there is some reason to surmise that he perished as a heretic 
in November, 1659, Torquemada, iu. 380-1; Guijo, Diario, 4, 5, 32, 42-53, 
105-6, 126-7, 162-3, 226, 427, 492, 525, 561; Puigblanch, La Inquisicion, 84, 
and notes. 38; Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 1(X)-1, 136; Diario 
Méx., V. 380-4; Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 159-61,172-6,185; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 
9^102; Robks, Diario, 56-7, 86, 98, 214, 232, 242-3, 292, 316; Oaz. Méx. 
(1784-5), i. 308-9, 326. Zamacois, HisL Méj., x. 513, aUeges that in the 249 
years the inquisition existed in Mexico, there were altogether 30 autos de fé, 
aud 405 prisoners tried, of whom nine were bumed aUve, 12 bumt after exe-
cution, one, the patriot chief Morelos, shot, not for reiigious but poUtícal 
reasons, and 69 bumt in effîgy, Reports of craelty to' prisoners in dungeouB 
he decláres false and calunmious, and incited by party epirit, I t 'wiU be for 
the reader a questíon of veracity between the numerous accusers of the inqui-
Bition, and of the govemment snstaining it, on the one part, and ZamacoÍB* 
bigotry, and exaggerated 'espanolismo,' on the other. 
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under the ban, and in the Ust of forbidden publica-
tions. The labors of the inquisitors rapidly increased, 
and we are told that at one time they had upward 
of a thousand cases pending.®' Many edicts were 
issued, threatening with excommunication those who 
dared to ignore this prohibition and to read such 
works.*^ 

The progress of science, the enlightenment of the 
peoplé, and the defence of popular rights against king-
craft were thus hindered by that tool of bigotry, igno-
rance, and refined despotism. I t was even worse; for 
by recognizing the existence of sorcerers, witches, and 
others supposed to be possessed with the evil spirit the 
venerahles inquisidores del santo trihunal, as the king 
called them, stupidly propagated pernicious errors. 
The extinction of this tribunal was first decreed by 
the archbishop of Mexico, on September 27, 1813, by 
order of the Spanish côrtes of February 22d of the 
same year, but this became a dead letter the next year. 
On the 16th of June, 1820,*^ the king ordered the en-
forcement of this decree, and soon 'afterward it was 
carried into execution. 

^Alaman, Hist. Méj., i. 121. 
'^Disj^osic Var., orig, -vi, 2, 15-27, 34-60; Ord. de la Corona, MS., 'vi. 

117-30; Oaz. Méx., v, 346, 355-9; vui, 182-7, 317-22; Lx, 55-62, 553-8; X. 
317-28; xi, 407-9; xiL 120-4; xiiL 119-36; xiv, 111-13; Diario Méx., v. 
367-78; vL 187-95; ix, 271-5; x, 330; xL 351-4.361-7, 373-85. 

^^Méx. Provid. Diocesanas, MS., 490-7, 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

1601-1803. 

RoTAL CONSIDEBATION POB FEIAES—THEIE P rviLBa S—^ABUSBS—Coir 

LisioN BETWEEN THE CHUBCH AND THE OBDEBS—CAUSES—^DISSENSIONS 

AHONO THE OBDEBS—GACHUPIN AND CBEOLB FBIARS—^THEIB UNSEEMLT 

QUABBELS—^VicB AND IMMOBALITT—GBEAT INCREASE IN NUMBEB OF 

REOULABS—^NUNNEEIES AND NUNS—MlSSIONS—CHUECH SECULABIZA-

TioN—RouTiNE OF DuTiEs—PEOGRESS OF THE FEANCISCANS—EFFOETS IN 

SlEBBA GOEDA—^THE AUGUSTINIANS—Dl'VISION OF THEIB PBOVINCIA— 

INTEENAL DISSENSION—^EL TBIÉNIO FELIZ—DlSTUBBANCE IN THE CON-

VENT AT MEXICO—AEBIVAL OF BAEEFOOTED AUGUSTINIANS—DOMINICAN 

LABOES—MiNOB OEDEBS—OEDEBS OF CHABITY, 

DuRiNG the sixteenth century, when the spiritual 
conquest of the country was as yet unaccomplished, 
friars were so much needed that they were sent to 
the Indies by the king free of expense; they were 
conveyed thither by governors, viceroys, and bishops 
upon the same terms, and assisted and provided for 
on their arrival in New Spain until the members of 
different orders were enabled, by their sufficient num-
bers and incréased prosperity, to establish themselves 
in communities.* Nor was the encouragement which 
they received limited to personal convenience and 
requirements; both king and pope extended privileges 
and protection to them in order to facilitate the labors 
of their calling. Viceroys and prelates were instructed 
to aid them; civil authorities were commanded not to 
molest them or interfere with their administration; aid 

' Laws prescribing the mode of rendering aid to friars, and regnlationB to 
be observed by them on going to the Indies, wUl be found in Recop. de Ind., 
i, 104-6, 128-9. 

(702) 
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in founding convents was afforded them, the poorer of 
such establishments receiving presents from the king 
of chalice and paten, wine and oil,'* while the sick 
among them were supplied with medicines. 

Papal concessions to members of the regular orders 
in New Spain were on a scale still more liberal. The 
peculiar position of these missionaries required that 
they should be endowed with prerogatives which had 
hitherto belonged solely to the church. Hence the 
pope conceded to them rights and powers which the 
regulars in Europe could never obtain, The secular 
clergy were too few in number to perform the rites of 
the church throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and bulls were issued granting to friars the priv-
ilege of exercising, in the towns where they estab-
Ushed 'themselves, all the duties of a parish priest, 
They could hear confessions, and give absolution and 
dispensations; could administer the sacraments and 
celebrate marriages; could preach, teach, and con-
firm.* 

Such concessions appeared desirable at first, but 
when the church became more fully established, and 
bishoprics were erected in widely distant provinces, a 
collision was the inevitable result. To the humble 
isolated convents of the first missionaries year by year 
others of costly structure were added, and custodias 
created. These in turn had developed extensive pro-
vincias, and broad lands and much treasure had been 
acquired by the orders.* Monastic simplicity gave 
way to luxury, assumption of authority, and abuses. 

' Recop. de Ind., i. 17-21. Monasteries estabUshed on royal encomiendas 
were built at the king's expense. Id., i. 18. Consult also Id., i. 114, 122-3. 
In 1674 the qneen regent ordered that the amount to be expended for pur-
chase of wine and oU should not exceed 40,0(K) pesos a year. Montemayor, 
Svmarios, 4. It was ordered in 1561 that convents should be at least six 
leagues apart; nor could they be founded where there was a parish priest. 
This law was passed in 1559, Recop. delnd., L 95, when a considerable number 
was already established, In 1595 friars were protected by papal buU against 
interference by the ordinarios, or judges of ecclesiatical causes. MoreUi, Fast. 
Nov. Orb., 312, 

*Id., 184-92, 218-22; Remesai, Hist. Chyapa, 473-4, 
* Conventa, in many of which an inadequate number of friars resided, so 

multipUed during the sixteenth century that in 1611 Paul V. issued a 



704 RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

A t an early period the friars of New Spain appear 
to have displayed much of the indifference to laws 
and independence of action which was assumed by the 
colonists. Quickly amassing wealth, many of them 
retumed to Spain without permission, while others, 
attracted by the comforts and ease offered by a resi-
dence in the larger cities of the New World, took up 
their abode in them, and failed to proceed to their 
destination.^ Nor did they refrain from intruding 
upon the occupations of classes outside their own pro-
fession. They bought and sold and opened shops; 
they dealt in cattle,* and made the natives toU for 
them without payment; private individuals acquired 
property,' and monastic communities, in common with 
the secular clergy, possessed themselves of estates 
bequeathed to them by persons whose unbiassed action 
was interfered with to the detriment of their own 
heirs.^ Moreover,in their zeal for self-aggrandizement, 
they encroached upon the prerogatives of the govern-

bnU suppress ng all that were not dccnpied by eight resident friars, Chtat., 
CoL de CéduUts Reales; MoreUi, Fast. Nov. Orb., 355. Accordingto Tor-
quemada, iu. 381-2, in 1612 the Franciscans possessed about 172 mon-
asteries and religious houses, divided into the five provincias of Mexico, 
Michoacan, Zacatecas, Nueva GaUcia, and Yucatan; the Augustinians had 
about 90 monasteries in two provinces, that of Mexico and that comprising 
Michoacan and Jalisco; and the Dominicans 69 monasteries in the provincias 
of Mexico and Oajaca. 

^ Laws were passed in 1558 and 1566 prohibiting friars retuming to Spain 
from bringing 'with them more gold or silver than was suffîcient to meet the 
expenses of their passage. Gonzalez DávUa, TecUro Ecks., i. 33; Morelli, 
Nov. Orb., 2(X). Great restrictions were laid upon their retuming to Spain. 
Recop. de Ind.,i. 93, 107-8, 127-8. The rales on this matter were frequentíy 
broken, as is evident from the repeated repetition of them. 

6/(Z., L 125, 129. 
' l n Í568 a íaw was passed ordering that the papal brief forbidding indi-

vidual friars to hold private property should be observed. Id., i. 117; MoreUi, 
FasL Nov. Orb., 229. The practice of making Indians work 'without paying 
them was forbidden in 1594, Recop. de Ind., i. 125, but in 1716 the same 
practice prevailed, the friars going so far as to impress upon the natives, who 
worked for them, that they were exempt from i)aying the royal tribute. In 
November of the above named year a cédula was issued ordering such abuses 
to cease. OuaL, Col. Reaies Céd. 

^ln 1754 the king expressly forbade any member of a reUgious order 
to interfere in the dra'wing-up of last wiUs and testaments, Caatro, Diario, 65, 
and in 1775 a cédula was passed prohibiting confessors or their convents from 
being heirs or legatees. Reaies Cédtdas, MS., i, 194-6, Li 1796, however, a 
decree was passed allowing friars to inherit estates, Rescriptoa Reaiea, Edea., 
MS,, 28-56, 90-151, 177. 

'V 
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ment by meddling in secular affairs,^ and were fre-
quently engaged in disputes with the state and civil 
authorities. 

But it was with the church that the regular orders 
were most hotly engaged, and the struggle between 
them and the secular clergy, of which mention has 
already been made, lasted with more or less bitter-
ness on both sides down to the time of the independ-
ence. As the Catholic church in New Spain extended 
her operations, and was able to appoint parish priests 
in towns more and more remote, she felt herself com-
petent to administer her holy rites in those places 
without further aid of the friars, and was unwilling 
longer to divide alike authority and spoils with allies 
whose usefulness had become limited. But though 
she wished to reassume absolutely her own preroga-
tives, and removed friars from doctrinas, she met with 
firm opposition from the orders, who were extremely 
jealous in maintaining the privileges which had been 
conferred upon them. Th^ regulars, therefore, refused 
submission to the bishops whenever they considered 
their rights invaded, and disputes with parish priests 
expanded into a contest with ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion.i° 

But the church was powerful; many privileges 
were annulled, orders were issued enjoining the obe-

^Medina, Chron. de S. Diego Mex., 189; Recop. delnd.,i. 121, 130. 
^"A prominent cause of dispute was the jurisdiction exercised by the 

bishops over the doctrinas. In 1643 the bishop of Yucatan excommunicated 
certain Franciscan doctrineros for disobeying his orders relative to the pay-
ments made to them by Indians. CogoUvdo, Hist. Tuc, 662-73. In 1669 
a quarrel between Archbishop Rivera and the orders gave rise to ' un dis-
turbio que se temiô fatalidad,' the former having appointed canonical minis-
ters to 16 doctrinas, the presentations to which were claimed by the proAdncial 
of the Augustinians. Robks, Diario, ii. 83-4. I have in my collection the 
original of a report made by Fray Antonio Ayetta, the representative at 
Madrid of the provincia de Santo Evangelio. The document bears date of 
March 9, 1688, and sets forth the diffîculties Ayetta had encountered, arising 
from the hostility of the bishop of Guadalajara. Informe, in Prov. de Sta 
Evang., MS., 273-91. The samc father in a memorial to the king argues 
against the claim of said bishop that the causes for changes in ministros doc-
trineros should be laid before him, the king having decreed that this should 
be done only to the viceroy as 'vice-patrono. Ayetta, Represent. por hs Fran-
dscanos, 15. 

HisT. MEX., VOI.. III. 45 
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dience of the regulars to the bishops, and laws passed 
affecting their jurisdiction and internal administration, 
and regulating the appointment to doctrinas of those 
duly qualified," The outcry was loud and long, and 
much scandal ensued, but the king and pope conjointly 
had raised up a great power in the land, and the objec-
tions of the frairs to royal cédulas and the commands 
of the bishops were so persistently urged, and their 
own claim to privileges so a'bly argued, that modifica-
tions of the restrictions were obtained. 

While the regular orders were thus united in their 
opposition to church and state, it was otherwise amoiig 
themselves, Dissensions between different orders and 
discord among the members of individual institutions 
were incessant, In the internal government of the 
orders the two prominent causes of disagreement 
were the election of provincials and other officers, 
and the interminable quarrels between Spanish and 
creole members,^^ Spanish friars who had taken the 
habit in Europe displayed an ungenerous rivalry 
toward members of orders who, though of their own 
race, had been born in America, and would have ex-
cluded them from the right to hold office. Such 
views were indignantly opposed by the creoles, who 
denied that they were in any way inferior to the Eu-
ropeans, while the latter refused to admit them on 
terms of equality.*^ In order to adjust differences 
which led to actual animosity between the two classes, 
the system of alternation in office was established by 

^^The restrictions were principally confined to the administration of the 
sacraments, hearing confesBÍon, and preaching, Reeiop. de Ind., i, 66-7, 
84, 117, 124r-5, 487; Medina, Chron. de S. Dkgo, Mex., 194; MoreUi, Fast. 
Nov. Orb., 383-4, 386-7, 394-5; Montemayor, Svmario, 24-6, 37-48; Ordenea 
de la Corona, MS., u. 157-8. For a number of laws bearing upon friars as doc-
trineros see Recop. de Ind., i. 131, 133-6, 138-40. With respect to irregular-
ities prevailing in the doctrinas and the action of Bishop Palafox see this voL 
pp. 1(X)-1. A principal cause of grievance was the tranBferring the doc-
trinas from the orders to the secular clergy by the bishops, 

^' These quarrels in the Dominican order became so violent that in 1627 the 
'visitador of the society ordered that no more habits should be^ven to creoles, 
The king disapproved of such injnstice. Diaturbioa de Fraiîea, i, no, 4: Cédttla-
rio Nuevo, i. 390, 

"Mancera, Instmc, in Doc Inéd,, xxL 479-85-
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^. papal buUs and royal decrees, Some of the orders at 
once complied with this regulation, The arrangement 
had, however, its exact counterpart in many cases, en-
tire communities being composed wholly of creoles 
and others wholly of Spaniards,^* 

Although the alternation system, repeatedly in-
sisted upon by the crown, secured to creoles the right 
to official appointments, it was not faithfully carried 
out, and frequent were their complaints of partiality 
to Spaniards and injustice to themselves,^^ I t utterly 
failed to produce harmony, Criminations and recrim-
inations prevailed down to the nineteenth century, 
and instances are not wanting of these teachers of 
peace and humility proceeding to acts of personal 
violence among themselves,^^ 

In the zealous assertion of their privileges the 
action of friars was not unfrequently marked by tur-
bulency and opposition to the civil authorities,^^ and 

^*The decrees sent from Rome and Spain ordered altemation every three 
or four years, For the reason that for some time no natíves of Old Spaiu ap-
plied for admission into the order of the Hermitanos de San Agustin of Mex-
ico, the prelates of that society finally admitted only creoles. A royal cédula 
dated Noveraber 28, 1667, ordered the viceroy to investigate and reform the 
irregularity. Id. 'Íhe convent of the Carmelites and the apostolic coUeges 
of San Femando, Cruz de Querétaro, and others were composed entirely of 
Spaniards; the communities of Guadalupe de Zacatecas, and those of San 
Jnande Diosand San Hipôlitoof the hospitallers, werecreole. Alaman, fíist. 
Méj., i. 13, 70, Pope Urbano VH. defined, by brief of November 12, 1625, 
the observances to be used by the Frauciscans in the distribution of offices 
among the three different classes of which their order was composed, namely, 
the 'crioUoB,'the 'hijos de provincia,' and the 'capuchines,'who are thus 
respectively defined. The nrst were those who were bom in the country of 
Spanish parents and had taken the habit; the second were Spaniards who 
took the habit in New Spain, and the third were Spaniards who entered the 
orderin Europe. Vrban4> VIII., in Disturbios de Frailes, i. 146 et seq. 

** The three classes mentioned in the preceding notíe were distinguished 
by different habits. Sierra, Dictamen, in Id., i. 347-63. Aroyal order dated 
September 11, 1766, confîrming previous ones issued in 1691, 1697, and 1725, 
directed the admission of Indians into the reUgious orders. Providencias Recdes, 
in Mex. Ordinanzas de esta N. C., MS., 178-82. 

^̂  A notable case occurred in the city of Mexico on the 9th of July 1780 
when a serious riot occurred in the convent of San Francîsco, occasioned by 
the seizure of the 'guardian Fray Mateo Jimenez, a gachupin.' The two 
parties came to blows, 25 friars fled, and it required tne employment of a 
miUtary force to effect the release of Jimenez, his captors having twice re-
fused to obey the summons sent by the viceroy to surrender him. Oomez, 
Diario, in Doc. Hist. Mex., 2da série, vii. 89, 91-2. 

iT A tumult was occasioned in 1664 by the rescue of a negress who was 
being led to executíon for the attempted murder of her mistress, Tlie friars 
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orders were repeatedly issued from the throne that 
such characters as well as vagabond friars who had 
been unfrocked or expelled from their convents should 
be sent to Spain.^^ 

With regard to the private life of the friars it can-
not truthfuUy be said that it was in keeping with the 
simplicity and abstinence which their vows required. 
The contrast between them and the earlier mission-
aries is striking. Many indulged not only in the pleas-
ures and luxuries of the laity, but also in their vices. 
Instead of abstemiousness, feasting and carousal pre-
vailed among them, as among the secular clergy; in-
stead of humble garb and bearing, pompous display in 
embroidered doublets and silken hose of bright color; 
instead of study and devotiohal exercises, dice-throw-
ing and card-playing, over which the pious gamblers 
cursed and swore and drank.^' Immorality too often 
usurped the place of celibacy,^" and murder that of 
martyrdom.^^ I t must not, however, be concluded 

who attended her raised the cry of 'To the church,' whereupon a crowdof 
negroes, mulattoes, and others, in spite of the resistance of the guard carried 
her into the cathedral. Attempts of the authorities to release her faUed. 
She was afterward couveyed to the convent of La Concepcion and escaped 
punishment. Guijo, Diario, 551. 

^̂  Ordenes d^ la Corona, iv. 84-5; vii. 11, 84-5. 
'̂  Gage, L 82, tells a story of a priest who, having won a large sum, held 

open one of the sleevesof his habit and swept his gains intoitwith the other, 
jocularly explaining that he had taken a vow neither to touch nor keep 
money, but that his sleeve had permission to do so. Dehporte, x. 198-208, 
307. 

^''Theinquisition in 1742 instituted proceedings against Fray Lázaro Jime-
nez del Guante, a Franciscan of Querétaro, for soliciting women—some of 
whom denounced him—and other immoral practices. Being found guilty he 
was deprived for life of the right of hearing confessions and otherwise pun-
ished. Ximenez, Fray Lúzaro, Inquisidor fiscai contra, MS., fol. pp. 281. 

•'̂  In 1789 Fray Jacinto Miranda, of the order of la Merced, stabbed and 
kiUed the comendador Padre Gregorio Corte, Miranda had been placed under 
severe discipline by the comendador; he was tried before the archbishop for 
his crime. The order made strenuous efforts to save him f rom capital punish 
ment, and he was probably sent to Spain. Miranda, Causa de Ilomkidio, in 
Disturbios de FraUes, MS., u. no. i. pp. 37-128; no. 8, pp. 331-40; Bemcd y 
Maio-Waldo, Indakcio, Akgato, 1-86. The kings of Spain were unwilling 
that the excesses committed by friars should become> pubUc if it could be 
avoided, and left their punishment, as far as possible, to the jurisdiction of the 
several orders. But it being discovered that such Ucense led to abuses, in-
stractions were issued to the archbishop and bishops, enjoining them, in case 
merited punishmeut was not meted out to delÍQquents by the superiors of the 
orders, to assume the jurisdiction with which they were invested by the council 
of Trent. Recop. de Ind., i. 123. 
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that there were no righteous men among the friars. 
The records of the chroniclers show that many excel-
lent aiid worthy members, of high principle and noble 
intent, labored in New Spain during this period of 
backsliding. But their numbers were comparatively 
few, and they were unable, by the exemplary lives 
which they led, to leaven the heavy mass of ungodli-
ness into which they had been cast.^ 

So rapidly did the number of the regulars in-
crease,'^ and so tempting were the inducements to the 
idle and vicious to join societies which offered to them 
opportunities of indulgence. in indolence, lust, and 
pleasure, that the king in 1754 decreed, in accord 
with the holy see, that for the ten succeeding years 
no person should be admitted into any of the religious 
orders in New Spain under any pretext.^ Of the 
actual number of friars resident in the country pre-
vious to the close of the eighteenth century, little 
information can be obtained, According to Alzate,^ 
in 1787, thére were in the city of Mexico alone 1,033 
regulars, and Humboldt states that in 1803 in the 
twenty-three convents of friars then existing in the 
capital, there were about 1,200 members, 580 of whom 
were priests and choristers. The same author esti-
mates the number of friars throughout the country, 
including lay brothers and servants, at between 7,000 
and 8,000.=^ 

While convents and friars thus multiplied, reUgious 
'̂  A modem author thus describes the moral coudition of friars during the 

se'venteenth century: ' Generalmente vivian entregados á los vicios, haUán-
dose sin embargo muchos sacerdotes dignos en las congregaciones de S. Pedro, 
S. Francisco Javier y S. FeUpe Neri; pero la mayor parte del clero era igno-
nnte, relajado en sus costumbres y se cuîdaba poco de la conveniencia en el 
trage y los alimentos, notándose desde entonces propensiones en esa clase á 
laa rebeUones y motines.' Rivera, Gob. de Mex., i. 239. 

^ According to CaUe, Mem. y Not., 45, in the middle of the seventeenth 
oentnry there were more than 400 convents of aU orders in New Spain. The 
buU of 1611 ordering that each convent should have at least eight inmates, 
'was constantiy disregarded. The pope issned briefs to the same effect in 
1693 and 1698, and in 1703 the king commanded viceroys to enforce the order. 
Ordenea de Ut Corona, viL 8-10. 

« Cattro, Diario, 63-5. 
*> Oazetaa, L 34. 
«̂ Eaaai Pol., L 127, 129. 
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sisterhoods increased in a corresponding degree. The 
several orders established during the sixteenth cen-
tury founded additional nunneries in various parts, 
and the number of such institutions was further 
swelled by the arrival at intervals of sisters of other 
orders. In 1615 a convent of the barefooted Car-
melite iiuns was founded in the city of Mexico, and 
in 1666 that of the Capuchinas.^ During the period 
between 1588 and the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury the number of such religious houses increased 
from seven to twenty, of different denominations.''^ 

Nunneries were also founded in Puebla, Querétaro, 
Guanajuato, Michoacan, and Jalisco, the most notable 
of which were those of La Merced and the Capuchinas 
in Michoacan, the first being established at the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century, and the second in 
1737.=»̂  

I t would be supposed that these reUgious estab-
lishments, designed as peaceful retreats for females, 
would be free from strife; but truth compels me to 
say that the nuns were as contentious as the friars. 
AÎI the orders, in fact, incessantly endeavored to shake 
off the control exercised over them by the provincial 
prelates, and free themselves from their supervision,*' 
Conspicuous among these restive female communities 
was the nunnery of Santa Clara, The governing 
members of that organization claimed exemption from 

*' Siguenza y Oôngora, Parayso Ocdd., 39-47. In 1678 a daughter of the 
alcalde de corte, Saenz Moreno, only five years of age, entered the order of 
the Capuchin nuns. Robks, Diario, iL 272. Felipe IV. gave permission for 
the founding of this nunnery in 1664, Montemayor, Svmarios, 10. 

*'*(S«w Vicente, Exacta Descrip., 27; fíist. Mex,, ii. 737, this series. In 
1787 there were 1,055 nuns in the city of Mexico. Alzate, Oazetas, i. 34, 
Humboldt gives 923 as the number in 1790, while in 1803 there were in the 
15 nunneries then existing in the capital about 2,100, of whom 900 were pro-
fessed nuns. Essai PoL, i. 195, 

''^lgksias, ReL, 239, 241-2; Romero, NoL Mich., 27, 45. In 1754 the 
convent of la Purisima Concepcion was founded in Guanajuato. Gomara, 
Exemp. Rdig., 11-18. 

^" Viceroy Mancera informs the king that the nuns caused constanttrouble 
to the govemment in such attempts. His Majesty instracted him not to 
allow himself or the civU authorities to intervene in cases of the kind. This 
relieved the govemment of much annoyance. Insti-uc, in Doc Inéd., xxL 
479-85, 

\i\ 
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the payment of tithes;'* they quarrelled with the 
Franciscan vice-comisario so that the civil authorities^ 
had to interfere, and they bore themselves haughtily 
toward prelates and authorities, 

While female superiors and their chapters thus 
contended for jurisdiction,the nunsand novicesunder 
their charge were rigidly protected against the con-
tamination of the world, encouraged in the suppression 
of worldly inclinations by uncompromising Cv.'des, and 
relentlessly punished in case of transgression, Having 
renounced the devil and all his works, and the pleas-
ures and innocent pastimes of life,'' they fasted, and 
prayed, and worked, having all things in common, 
even to their clothing, and laboring for their reward 
in heaven. 

Although the friars as a body were not men of 
such sanctity as their calling required, it was by 
their labors that the gospel was carried into remote 
and ever more remote regions. Whenever it was le-
quired to bring a savage tribe into the fold, it was the 
regular and not the secular orders that braved the 
dangers, endured the hardships, and performed the 
preliminary work, The missions undertaken by them 
extended to Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and far-
distant California; and from the banks of the Missis-
sippi to the Pacific Ocean,'* But before they reached 
those regions the spiritual conquest of a vast territory 
had to be undertaken, and during the seventeenth 
century numerous missions were established in various 
outlying localities, The importance of these forerun-

'̂  Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iv. 15, 
''Providaicias Reaies, MS,, 134r-42, This occurred in 1717. The king, 

by royal cédula of November 3, 1722, decided adversely to the nuns. Ordenes 
de a. Corona, MS., iv. 140-5. 

" It was ordered by royal cédula that nnimerieB were not to be disturbed 
by visits or amusementB. Reaiea Cédtdas, MS., i. 83, 111, Even the 'wives of 
members of the audiencia were prohibited from entering snch establishments. 
Protndendas Reaies, MS., 52-3; Convento de S. Lortnzo, Reg. y ConstUuc, 1-
146. 

** An account of the establishment of missions Lu these states wiU be found 
in Hist. Norih Mex., L, this series; Hist. Cai.; and Hist. New Mex. and 
Arizona. 



712 REUGIOUS ORDERS. 

ners of the church was fully recognized by the crown, 
and in 1709 a royal cédula was issued enjoining vice-
roys, governors, bishops, and prelates of the regular 
orders zealously to aid in increasing the number of 
missions.^^ The impulse thus given was not without 
effect, many missions being established from the At-
lantic to the Pacific by different orders. 

Though few in number in proportion to their zeal, 
the Jesuits had previously to their expulsion already 
penetrated Into Sonora and California, and during the 
two decades from 1723 to 1742 they established no 
less than eight missions in the wild district of Naya-
rit.^ The Franciscans, however, may lay claim to 
having founded more institutions of this kind than 
any other order. In 1789 they occupied noless than 
one hundred and fiffcy-eight missions scattered over 
the territory lying to the north of Mexico, while 
others in great number had been secularized by the 
church.^^ 

The system of church secularization of missions, 
however successful and profitable when applied to the 
more civilized pueblos of New Spain, was attended 
with failure when extended to the remoter regions. 
But the Catholic hierarchy was blinded by the desire 

** Ordenes de la Corona, vu, 14. 
'8 ViUa-Senor narrates that in 1718 a Nayarit chief visited the city of Mex-

ico and tei^dered his submission to his Catholic Majesty, requesting that mis-
BÍonaries accompanied by a sufficient force might be sent with him on his 
retum, This was done; but preparations were hardly commenced for found-
ing the mission under the superintendence of Jesuit fathers, when the worthy 
chief and his people abandoned their newfriends, carrying off with them most 
of the Spaniards' baggage. The soldiers pursued them into the mountains, 
where they f ound that human sacrifices had been recently offered. Here, too, 
they discovered seated on a throne the skeleton of an ancestor of the existing 
chief, 'el qual estaba ricamente adomada de pedrer...con tahali, brazale-
tes, coUares, y apretadores de plata,'with a crown of many-colored feaihers and 
all the insignia of royalty. Having captured some of the Indians they re-
tumed to the capital, where the prisoners were tried for sacrilege. In 1723 
they were ' penitenciados' at an auto de fé, and on the foUowing day the 
Bkeleton, an object of their former worship, was bumt in the plazuela de San 
Diego. A presidio company was then formed, and missions estabUshed by 
the Jesuits, Teatro Amer., u. 268-71, On the expulsion of the Jesuits their 
missions were placed under the charge of the Franciscans in JaUsco, Razon 
de MisUmes, 1768 á 1789, in Soc. Mex. Geog., 2da ep., L 672. The authOT of 
the Razon mentions only seven missions, 

"/d. , 570-3, 
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of aggrandizement, and whenever a mission was deemed 
of sufficient importance thither was sent a secular priest, 
and the friars were relieved of their charge and sent 
about their business, Their successors, however, werê 
not men of like spirit with themselves, Their devo-
tion was generaUy lukewarm, and they showed little 
real solicitude in watching over the moral and material 
well-being of the Indians, Thus many missions, which 
under the conduct of the friars had thrived, were soon 
abandoned, the buildings fell to ruins, and the natives 
relapsed into idolatry.^ 

Yet the stipends allowed by the crown to even 
successful friars was a mere pittance, and paid grudg-
ingly or not at alL^ Nevertheless the routine of 
duties was punctually performed at the permanently 
established missions. Daily at sunrise the bells sum-
moned the Indians both male and female to church, 
where the padre, affcer prayer, explained the chief 
mysteries of the faith. Then the little children from 
five years old and upwards were instriicted in the first 
rudiments, while the catechumens and those more ad-
vanced listened morning and afternoon to explanations 
of the grace whereby they should be saved,*° 

'* Viceroy ReviIIa Gigedo, in a fuU report to the court of Spain in 1793 on 
the Bubject of missions, disapproved of the secularization of missions. ' No 
estoy muy conforme con las misiones que se han secularizado ni tomaré esta 
pro'videncia sin que precedan seguridades visibles de su buen éxito, porque los 
curas clérigos no pueden hacer mas que los religiosos.' He thus describes the 
condition of certain missions that had been secularized: ' Es muy lastimoso 
el estado de las que se pusieron á cargo de sacerdotes clérigos, pues las mas se 
hallan sin ministros, y los existentes en calidad de interinos, sirven contra 
toda su voluntad, haciendo repetidas renuncias.' Carta dirigidaá la corte, in 
Dic Univ.,v. 439, 469. 

"The stipend allowed each misionero was 300 pesos a year. Venegas, 
232-3. In 1705 the allowance for the missions of the Jesuits not having been 
paid for three years, a council was held by them at which it was determined 
to abandon their missions and surrender them to the secular clergy. Akgre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, iii. 141-2. Re'viIIa Gigedo urged the necessity of not re-
garding too closely the expense of stipends for missions, not merely for the 
sake of justice but also of safety, Carta, in Dicc Univ., v. 470; Mayer MSS., 
no, xi. 

*^ On feast days care was taken that all should attend mass, the Indians 
being called up one by one to kiss the padre's hand so that the absent ones 
could be noted, The more intelligent were exhorted to frequent communion, 
Pahu, Vida, 26-6. These regulations were observed in the mis ions of Cerro 
Crordo, Querétaro, and Zacatecas. 
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The progress made by the Franciscans had ensured 
to them at the close of the sixteenth century an in-
âuential position which was further developed in the 
foUowing years. From their first entry into New 
Spain their aim had been the extension of their order 
throughout the entire country; and not confining 
themselves to any special district, their convents were 
found in almost every town or pueblo of importance, 
though naturally those in the capital and neighbor-
hood were most prominent.** A t the beginning of 
the seventeenth century the extension of the order 
had assumed such dimensions that, in 1604, the pro-
vincia de San Francisco de los Zacatecas was estab-
lished, and in 1607 that of Santiago of Jalisco.*''' To 
illustrate how vast was the influence of the Francis-
can provincials at Mexico, I may mention that on 
several occasions the king requested them to support 
viceroys in their administration.^ Indeed, such was 
the appreciation of the ordér by the crown, that the 
authorities in New Spain were instructed not to in-
terfere in the least with its internal government.** 

While the Franciscans were thus steadily gaining 
ground in Mexico and its environs, their progress en-
countered more serious obstacles in Aihe missionary 
field of the central and northern regions. Effective 
aid in this direction was obtained from the Franciscan 
coUege for missionaries of Querétaro, established in 
1683, under the name of Colegio de propaganda fdef 
by Fray Antonio Linaz de Jesus María.*^ 

" In 1691, in the province of Santo EvangeUo alone, they had 83 conventtf 
and monasterieB, TruxiUo, Rektcion, in Doc Hist. Mex., série ii, tom, L 9-10, 
Vetancnrt, Chrén., 30, says 86, For description and names see Id., 30 et seq., 
and Sierra, in Disturbios de Fraiies, MS., L 359. 

**For details about that region see Arkgui, Chrtín. Zac, 393-438. 
«Cédulas in Ordenes de Ui Corona, MS., iv. 132, 166, 190-1, 
"Cédula of Febraary 10, 1714. Cedulario, MS., iii. 63-4. 
**He had been sent to Spain to attend a chapter of the order, and there 

obtained on April 18, 1682, the king's license for the estabUshment, the con-
vent of Santa Craz at Querétaro being graníed him for that purpose. In the 
foUowing month the pope issued a confirmatory buU, and in 1683 Linaz left 
with 22 companions for New Spain, taking possession of the convent assigned 
him on the 15th of August 1683, Eapinosa, Cron. Apod., 38-50, For rulea to 
which the members were subject, see Id., 52-4, 
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The object of this institution was the preaching of 
the gospel to the natives, especially in the district of 
Sierra Gorda, but during the first years of its exist-
ence, the members confined their labors to the more 
civihzed regions extending from Querétaro to Oajaca 
and Yucatan. In later years they also established 
houses in the city of Mexico, under the name of San 
Fernando, the Hospicio de Nuestra Senora del Des-
tierro at Puebla, and at Zacatecas, the college of 
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe.^® 

From these establishments and the regular con-
vents of the order issued the Franciscan missionaries, 
who unceasingly devoted their energies to the conver-
sion of the savages in the northern districts. Mis-
sions in the district of Bio Verde were founded in 
1612 and succeeding years, and an independent cus-
todia, under the name of Santa Catarina Mártir de Rio 
Verde, was temporarily established,*' but inore effect-
ive labors were delayed till 1686. From that time 
the gospel was also preached with alternating suc-
cess in the more remote parts of Tamaulipas, San 
Luis Potosí, and Nuevo Leon, the result being fre-
qently jeopardized by the extortions of the Spaniards, 
who ever followed the steps of the advancing friars.*^ 

I t was not until the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury, after the conquest of the Sierra Gorda by Es-
candon, that christianity became more widely spread 
and more firmly established there, the missionaries, 
after that time, being only exposed to such cause of 
failure as emanated from the generally poor condi-
tion of the ludians. These were often unable to furnish 
the means requisite for the maintenance of the friars, 
aiid occasionally it was even necessary to supply some 

** This hospicio was closed in 1772 for want of funds. Arricivita, Crtín. 
Seráf, 431-7. 

" Erected as such in 1621, but later reunited'with the provinceof Michoa-
can, owing to insufficiency of means. Arias, in Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., MS., 
319-20. RevUIa Gigedo in his report on missions says the founding of Rio 
Verde took place in 1607, but this indicates probably the first date when mis-
sionary labors began in that region. 

*8See N. Mexico, Céduhs, MS., 196-9; also Revilla Gigedo, in Dicc Univ., 
V. 458. 
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of themissions established after 1744*" with provisions 
and tools to prevent the IndiaDs from deserting the 
settlements. Notwithstanding the great interest dis-
played in such cases both by private persons and friars,** 
in several instances the padres either abandoned the 
missions or delivered them to the secular clergy. But 
the secularization system was also applied, and eigh-
teen establishments of the Tampico jurisdiction,merely 
because of their advanced condition, were transferred 
to the ecclesiastics of the church.^^ That such changes 
were not always advantageous is certain, for in several 
instances missions were subsequently restored to the 
orders, and at the close of the century only a portion 
of those secularized were in charge of the secular 
clergy, the remainder being intrusted to the friars. 

In Yucatan the Franciscans were almost the only 
order represented, for though the Jesuits attempted 
to establish colleges in that province, their influence 
wás only temporary and never important. With the 
field of labor to themselves the Franciscan friars 
gained almost absolute direction.^^ Their missionary 
zeal led them on several occasions to undertake the 
conversion of the wild tribes in the centre of the 
Peninsula, but their labors were only partially suc-
cessful, and several of them gained only the crown 
of martyrdom. 

Less prominent than the followers of St Francis of 
Assisi were the barefooted friars of the same name 

*'Friars of the coUege of San Femando at Mexico had established the 
missions of Xalpa, Purísima Concepcion, San Miguel, San Francisco, and 
Nuestra Senora de la Luz, but they decÚned owing to the death of several 
friars and the retum of others to the college. In 1750, however, others were 
sent, among them the famous CaUfomiamissionaries Junípero Serraand Fran-
cisco Palou, who resumed the work with good success. Pcdou, Vida, 24-9, 
34-5. See also Aricts, in Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., MS., 329-30. 

*" The settlement of Di'vina Fastora in the jurisdiction of Rio Verde was 
made at the expense of the count de Santa Maria Guadalupe del Peíiasco and 
maintained by him for about 20 years, MwhocuMii, Ir^orme, in Id., 136-7; 
Aiias, in Id., 323. 

"See PinaH, CoL Doc Mex., MS., 457, The total number of miasioiiB in 
TamanUpas in 1787 was 4 ^ partly belonging to the custodia of Tampico, partly 
to that of New Mexico, TÍzarbe, in Id., 345-60, 

^̂  In 1687 a mission of 20 friars was sent to Yucatan, and the king granted 
them the usual aJms of oU and tdne. Ordenes de Ui Corona, MS., u, 58. 

::l.i; 
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belonging to the province of San Diego. They also 
spread toward the north, founding establishments în 
Querétaro, Zacatecas, and Guanajuato. They more-
over directed their attention to the Sierra Gorda 
region,^^ but with less success, and consequently pros-
ecuted their labors more generally in the province of 
Mexico, where they possessed the college of Pachuca^ 
and the house of RecoIIects at San Cosme. 

By the close of the sixteenth century the Augus-
tinians had founded so many convents in localities 
scattered over so wide a range of country, that it was 
found necessary to divide the provincia into two sepa-
rate jurisdictions. Accordingly, permission having 
been obtained from the general of the order, together 
with the king's sanction, in 1602 the division was 
effected, the new provincia comprising the territories 
of Michoacan and Jalisco, under the name of the 
provincia de San Nicolás Tolentino,^^ while that of 
Mexico retained the former title of Santísimo Nom-
bre de Jesus. On the 22d of June, 1602, the first 
chapter was held at Uquareo attended by twenty 
priors, presided over by Padre Pedro de Vera, who 
had been elected provincial.^^ 

I t is unnecessary to pursue in detail the history of 
the provincia of San Nicolás. The conditions and 
mode of progress were similar to those of other orders; 
the friars founded new convents and missions, strug-
gled against the authority of viceroys and audiencias, 
opposed ecclesiastical encroachments, and were inter-
nally agitated by the vexed question of equality of 
Spaniards and creoles.^' 

^ In about 1757 the order wished to resign its settlements in that district, 
but was refused license to do so. Soriano, Prtílogo, MS., 5. 

^*Founded by virtue of a buU of Pope Benedict XIII. of April 3, 1727, 
and confirmed in July 1733 by Clement XII. Soriano Prtíhgo, MS., 4. 

65 Torquemada, iii. 333; Orijalua, Chron. deS. Augustin, 217-18; Salgttero, 
Vida, 12. The king of Spain gave his permission in 1601; the act by which 
the division was made was issued by the ' padre maestro' in Mexico on the 
17th of March, 1602. 

" Pro V. Mich. Agust., 111-13. The author of this work states that the 'vice-
roy had pre'viously objected to the division. 

'^ For 20 years the society of San Nicolás was raled by the former, and 
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The years between 1623 and 1626 were marked by 
prosperity and peace both internal and external. This 
period was accordingly signalized by the appellation 
of *el feliz.' The debt with which the provincia had 
been encumbered was paid off, and money accumu-
lated in the coffers of the convents; twenty-five thou-
sand pesos were expended on a chapel and sacristy 
for the convent at Valladolid; work on nine different 
churches was vigorousty carried on, and the new pri-
ories of Guadiana and Ytuquaro established. About 
the year 1626 the prosperity of the provincia of San 
Nicolás appears to have reached its culmination.^ 

In the annals of the provincia of Santísimo Nombre 
de Jesus the year 1650 is memorable on account of an 
extraordinary disturbance occasioned by disputes as 
to the successor of the provincial Fray Diego Pacheco 
who died during his term of office. On his demise 
the friars Francisco de Mendoza and Diego de los 
Ilios provincial ad interim, together with the defini-
dores, elected Fray Andrés de Onate of the provincia 

habits of the order were prohibited from being granted to the latter class. 
Provincia, in Disturbios de Fraiks, MS., i. no. iv, 167, About the year 1630, 
however, the Capuchines were compelled to yield to the pressure brought to 
bear upon them, and the altemative system came into force, Mkh., Prov. S. 
Nic, 189-96. In 1629 a 'violent dissension occurred owing to the appointment 
of Juan de Leivana as provincial, without any attention being paid to the 'alter-
nati va.' Eleven voters immediately proceeded to Mexico, and by order of the 
•viceroy formed themselves into a cbapter, admitted the altemative system, 
and elected Padre Vergara pro-vincial. Vergara retumed to Michoacan 
accompanied by an oidor. Fray Leivana opposed his taking possession of the 
office, and attempted to place Vergara in confínement, whereupon a chapter 
was held at VaUadoUd, and Leivana was sentenced to be banished to China. 
He was afterward sent to Acapulco, but the ships had sailed before his 
arrival. Salguero, Vida, 87-9; Prov. Mich., AgusL, 192-4. Veraga died in 
the first year of his office, and was succeeded by P. Pedro de Santa María, for 
the concluding two years. In 1632 the majority elected P. Damian Nunez 
provinciaL Id., 194-^. Nunez was a creole, and appears to have been the 
first of that claiss who occupied the office. 

58The increase of rental was estimated at 300,000 pesos, The income of 
the provincial treasury during these three years was 54,378 pesos, of which 
27,236 pesos were expended. on the repair of churches and the erectíon of the 
ValladoUd chapel; of the remainder, 3,0(X) pesos were allowed the provincial 
for expenses; 2,136 pesos were spent in supplying assistance to sick and needy 
friars; debts amounting to 3,323 pesos brought forward from the preceding 
triennial were Uquidated, and 1,360 pesos were transmitted to the general oi 
the order, making the outcome amount to 37,055 pesos, and leaving a bal-
ance in favor of tne treasnry of 17,323 pesos. Saiguero, Vida, 19-21, 

n 
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of Guatemala as vicar-provincial. Thereupon Fray 
Juan Guerrero presented a memorial to the viceroy 
setting forth that he was in possession of letters cre-
dentiaJ from the general of the order appointing him 
successor in case of the death of the provincial; that 
he had hitherto withheld them, as there had been no 
necessity to produce them, but that Onate being blind 
and incapacitated for service, he now claimed his 
right to the office. This memorial was sent by the 
viceroy to the definitorio, and caused Padre Ilios and 
three definidores to recognize Guerrero as provincial 
and formally declare him as such. This gave offence 
to Padre Mendoza, who hastened to attach to his 
party the archbishop, inquisitors, and nobility. He 
moreover immediately communicated with Oiiate ten-
dering his obedience to him as provincial. Onate 
at once proceeded to Mexico, performing various 
duties pertaining to his office during his journey. On 
his arrival, however, the letters of the Augustinian 
general which had been in the keeping of Kios were 
produced, and Guerrero's party refused to recognize 
Oâate. Mendoza now represented to the viceroy the 
true state of the case, maintaining that Guerrero 
ought to have produced his credentials earlier, and 
thus have avoided all cause for dissension. This view 
was adopted by the viceroy, who despatched an order 
by the officers of the criniinal court, supported by the 
palace guard, commanding the recognition of Onate. 
A great commotion ensued. Rios and the three defini-
dores refused to obey the order or open the doors of 
the convent. A t nine o'clock at night the alcaldes 
and guard again brought the commands of the viceroy 
to the refractory friars, but without any better result;^" 
nor did they yield until a notification of banishment 
to the port of Acapulco was served upon them. Onate 
was then instated in his offîce, and meeting with fur-
ther opposition he banished the contentious members 

*"' Gon qne se fueron IOB alcaldes y guardia, y quedá el convento en un 
infiemo de aiatnrbios.' Ouijo, Dictrio, 14S. 

â3ãe ! !»S ím>» j ? 4 v . ^A". m 
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to the pueblo of Oquituco, within a week of his in-
staUation. Some degree of peace was thus restored 
in the convent.^ 

In 1606 the order of barefooted Augustinians was 
first represented in New Spain by the arrival of 
twelve members of that society with Padre Juan de 
San Gerônimo at their head.^'' They first established 
their hospital at Tlatilulco and afterwards removed to 
the capital, occupying a house Vfhich had been left 
to them by the presbyter Bartolomé Lopez.^'' 

The Douiinican friars, as the reader is aware, ob-
tained almost undisputed possession of Oajaca, their 
establishment in that region having been formed into 
a separate province under the narne of San Hipôlito. 
They were now bent on extending their influence in 
a northerly direction from the capital, and with such a 
view established as early as 1604 a convent at Zaca-
tecas, and another in 1610 at Guadalajara. Subse-
][uently they began to work as missionaries in the 
region of Sierra Gorda, the present Querétaro, where 
the Franciscans had so far been unable to establish 
themselves to any extent. The Dominicans com-
menced the conversion of the Chichimecs blancos in 
1686, and about fifteen years later they had at least 
so far succeeded as to found six missions to which was 
gathered the greater part of the population. Unfor-
tunately a revolt of the Indians at the beginning of 

™ 'Quedô el convento algo sosegado y sus parciales con algunos temores. * Id., 
145. During the years 1652 to 1654 the Augustinians were engaged in dis-
mtes with the bishops owing to their removal from doctrinas. Royal inter-
erence was necessary and commands on the matter were issued. Frailea 

Doctrin., in Disturbws de Frailes, MS., ii. no. ii. 129-88. In 1676 the Augus-
tinian church in the capital was bumt down. Much popular superstitíon 
prevaUed relative to this disaster and its significance. Sigitenza y Giingora, 
(Jarta al Almirank, MS., 15, A royal cédula was issued in 1741 ordering the 
provincial definitorio to be held every two years, No appeal from this decree 
would be admitted, Reaies, Céduhs, MS,, 130-2, 

*̂  Nine of these friars were ordained priests, the remaining three being lay 
brothers. Vdancvrt, Trat. de Mex.,3S-9; Medina, Chron. de S. Dk'jo, 11, 

fi'^ The pope granted extensive privileges to this orderin 1704: 'Utllec-
tores Provinciales Discalceatoram Ordinis S, Augustini Congregationis^.. 
gaudeant eisdem privilegiis quibus Provinciales absolutL' MoreUi, Faat. Nov. 
Orb., 511, In 1744 the mission of Paculawas traiuíferred from theAuguatin-
ians to the barefooted order, Soriano, Prtílogo, 3, 
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the eighteenth century drove them back from the 
district which they ha!d gained with so much labor, 
but in 1740 fresh efforts were made in unison with 
other orders,^ to reéstablish the missions. The at-
temptwas so successful, that in 1756 the mission of 
Pugniguia was in a condition to be delivered to the 
secular clergy, a change apparently injurious to the 
settlement, which decreased in number of inhabitants 
considerably during the following years.^ This course 
was nevertheless persisted in, and, in 1787, of all the 
Dominican missions in the Sierra Gorda district, 
only that of San Miguel de las Palmas remained 
under the control of the order.^ Strange as it may 
appear, this transfer of jurisdiction seems not to have 
encountered opposition on the part of the friars, 
though as a rule the regulars were loath to release 
their hold when once they had acquired control in a 
new region. 

Of the minor orders, such as the Carmelites and 
friars of Our Lady of Mercy, there is little to be said. 
After founding their convents in the capital, they 
spread over portions of the country, but in no special 
direction nor to any considerable extent. They pos-
sessed establishments in the larger towns, as Puebla, 
Vera Cruz, Valladolid, Colima, Oajaca, Guadalajara, 
San Luis Potosí, Zacatecas,^ and other places, but 
their importance and influence always remained infe-
rior to those of the Franciscans or Jesuits.*^ 

^Friars of*San Femando from Mexico and others from Pachuca, Oroaca 
y Berra, Carta Etnog., 260. 

''Of 200 famiUeswhich composed the aettlement Lu 1756 only four remained 
in 1767. 

'^The incoiporation of a mission into the jurisdiction of the secular clergy 
was generaUy effected when a certain degree of poUticaJ and religious intelU-
gence had been acquired by the TTidia.Tig; but on account of its isolated situa-
tion or for some other reason—perhaps the insignificant perquisites to be 
obtained—San Miguel was not cbumed by the bishop, Pinart, CoL Doc. Mex.„ 
MS., 271-3, 457-60, 

" The MercenarioB fonnded in 1628 or 1629 a convent at Guadalaiara, an(£ 
in the first years of the eighteenth centnry another at Zacatecas, In 161T 
they formed the provincía de la VLsitacion de la Nueva Espafta. 

*Nevertheless the Mercenarios were able to pay in 1785 $100,000 into the-
loyal treasxuy to be used by the govemment in Spain for ransoming captiv» 
duÍBtians, To obtain alms for that purpose was an object of their order, 

HlST. M z., Yoi.. m. 46 
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wmmm 



I< 

722 RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

The charitable order of San Juan de Dios was 
established in Mexico in 1604 by Cristôbal IMunoz, 
who together with four other friars had been sent 
from Spain for that purpose.^ The building originally 
intended for them having been given to the Hipôlitos, 
after some negotiations they obtained the foundlino--
hospital of Nuestra Senora de los Desamparados, and 
there they established their hospital on the 25th of 
Fobruary. The laudable object of the order—the as-
sistance and care of the sick—and the zeal displayed 
by the merabers in the discharge of their duties, soon 
gained the syrapathy of the population, and in 1606 
one of the brothers was sent back to Spain to obtain 
from the king licenses to found new establishments. 
Almost siraultaneously requests for more friars were 
made and acceded to by the prior. Henceforth the 
iiumber of hospitals increased rapidly,especially toward 
the north, and before many years had elapsed the so-
ciety possessed houses in most of the principal towns.^' 
All the different hospitals were united as the pro-
vincia del Espíritu Santo, under the jurisdiction of a 
commissary-general, appointed in Spain. In 1636 an 
at tempt was made to establish a government inde-
pendent of the order in the mother country, but the 
effort failed, and ever afterward the society in New 
Spain remained subject to its control. 

**Medina, Chrtín. S. Diego, I I , followed by Vetancurt, Trat. Mex.,37, 
^ives Gerônimo de Seguera as the founder, and says that the original number 
was 16, but that only four arrived in Mexico. 

**ln 1005 they entered Colima, where the hospital de la Concepcion was 
j^iven them; three years later they gained a firm footing in Zacatecas and 
Dui-ango. During the years from 1611 to 102.3 they founded establishments 
a t Sau Luis Potosi, Guanajuato, Leon, Guadalajara, and Celaya, while their 
introduction into Puebla and Yucatan was delayed till about IG30, and into 
Oajaca till 1702. Santos, Chronohgia, ii. 446-91. On the same and foUowing 
pages are also some details about the establishment of hospitals in other 
places. 

Among the special monk-chronicles of the sixteenth century a prominent 
place must be given to that of the Franciscan province of San Diego de Mex-
ico. Chronica de laSanta Provinciade San Diego deMexko de ReUgiosos Des-
caizos de X. S. P S. Eranci'ican, Fruy Balthassar de .Medina. Mexico, 1682, 
foUo. In common \\i th writingsof this classit is mainly devoted to recording 
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the Baintly lives and vhrtues of prominent friara, but in connection therewith, 
and in separate chapters, a vast amount of political and church history is 
given; in part compiled from existing authorities, and in part from original 
documents. Compared with most of the reUgious chronicles, however, it is 
superior in style and treatment, being more concise, and giving dates for 
nearly all events mentioned. On page 230 is found a curious map representing 
a topographical view of New Spain, with the various Franciscan convents. 
Some space is devoted to a general description of the cities and towns where-
in were situated convents of the order. A list of works used by the author 
is given, and also a list of writers of the pro'vince who had flourished during 
the preceding century. Medina, who was a native of Mexico, occupied a 
prominent position in the Franciscan order. He was lecturer on theology and 
philosophy for fifteen years, successively held the offices of definidor and 
guardian of various convents, and in 1670 was appointed visitador of his order 
in the Philippine Islauds. Retuming to Mexico, he devoted the remainder 
of his life to literary pursuits and died in 1697. Besides the work already 
cited, which was the most important, he wrote several others, all of a reUgious 
character, the most complete list of them being given by Beristain. 

As early as 1550 the history of the Dominican province of Mexico was 
begun, and continued by successive writers, being first written in Spanish, 
and subsequently translated into Latin, but it was not until forty years later 
that it ãssumed its present form and was published under the title of Historia 
de h Fvndadon y Discvrso de la Provincia, de Santiago de Mexico, de h Orden 
de Predicadores Por las vidas de sus varones insignes y casos Notables de Nueua 
Espaíia, por d Maestro Fray Avgvstin DaviUa PadiUa. Madrid, 1596, foUo. 
This author, born in Mexico City in 1562, his parents, Pedro Davila and 
Isabel de PadiIIa, being among the first families of conquistadores, was, as a 
child, remarkable for his precocity. At four years of age he astonished all by 
his intelligence; at twelve he had not only studied grammar but rhetoric; 
at thirteen he was a philosopher; and at sixteen had taken his degrees as 
doctor in the university of Mexico. The walls of his apartment falling in 
on one occasion, he was saved from being crushed to death by taking refuge 
in a "window; and attributing this miraculous escape to Our Lady of the 
Rosary, who was the object of his special devotion, he resolved to devote his 
life to the service of God. Entering the Dominican order in 1569, he was ap-
pointed professor of philosophy, and distinguished himself in the pulpit. 
Subsequently he held the office of Qualifier of the Inquisition. Akedo, Bib. 
Am.f MS., i. 321. In 1589, by order of the Dominican chapter-general of 
Mexico, he began the fíistoria de la Fundacion. The history thus far 'written 
was in Latin. After its translation into Spanish it was found so incomplete 
as to require much research. According to Brasseur de Bourbourg, Bib. Mex. 
Ouai., 53, Davila-PadiIIa is said to have drawn some of his material from the 
then manuscript work of Duran, pubUshed in 1867 by Ramirez. The work was 
finished in 1692. The lack of paper, however, prevented its publication in 
Mexico, and it was taken to Spain in 1595, whence Davila-Padilla proceeded 
as procurator-general, and published the following year. A second edition 
with the same title was issued at Brassels iu 1625, both of which have become 
exceedingly rare, and stiU a third edition, in 1634, at Valladolid, 'with the 
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title changed to Varia Histaria de Ui NuevaEspaHay Florida, which are cîted 
by Nicolás Antonio, Bib. HisL Nova, iii. 175. 

As shown in the title the work consists of a series of biographies of the 
more prominent Dominican friars who flourished in Mexico between 1540 and 
1590, in connection with whose lives, which consist largely of tedious and 
prolix descriptions of saintly virtues and miracles, occasional historical facts 
are given, but often without dates. The style, which was not uncommoû 
among the reUgions writers of that period, is rather that of a sermon than of 
a historical narrative. While in Spain Felipe IH. appointed him general 
chronicler of the Indies and royal chaplain, and he was also named general 
chronicler of his order. In 1599 he was made archbishop of Santo Domingo, 
where he died in 1604. According to Alcedo, Bib. Am., i. 321, hereceived the 
appointment of bishop of Santo Domingo, but Nicolás Antonio, Bib. Hisp. 
Nova, iiL, whose statements are to be preferred, says of him, 'fervidus atque 
facundus ecclesiastes, insulæ Sancti Dominici tandem creatus archiepiscopus.' 
A manuscript work entitled Ilistoria de hs Antigiiedades de hs Indios is also 
attributed to Davila-Padilla by Alcedo. 

Cyriaci Morelli, Fasti Novi Orbis et Ordinationum Apostolicamm ad Indiaa 
periinentium breviarium cum Adnotatianabtts Venetiis, 1776, 4to, pp. viiL 642, 
is the pseudonyme of a Spanish Jesuit named Domingo Muriel, who was a 
professor of his order at Tucuman. He prepared his work in Italy, after the 
expulsion of his order from the S'panish dominions. He died at Faenza in 1795, 
and the book was published by A. Zatta. Thé first part of the volume is a brief 
compendium in chronological order of the chief events connected with' the his-
tory of the Spanish American colonies from the discovery of America until 1771. 
This is valuable chiefly because of the author's correction of errors made by 
other writers. Then follow in chronological order the papal ordinances on 
questions of ecclesiastical govemment and the like, arising between those 
dates. Most of these ordinances apply to America in general, while a few are 
entirely local. Many of them are accompanied by valuable notes in which 
the author has brought together all papal decrees and royal ordinances bearing 
upon the subject under consideration. He also quotes frequently and exten-
sively from a vast array of authors who contain matters german to those 
discussed. 

Disturbios de Frailes, foL, 2 vols, the first 'with 525 pages, and the second 
with 465 pages, is the title given to a collection of documents, printed and in 
manuscript, mostly of the latter, relating to the religious history of America, 
chiefly New Spain, and embracing the period between 1524 and 1811. A 
large portion of the collection refers to the constant bickerings between 
friars born in Spain aud friars bom in America abont the distribution of 
offices iu their respective orders, and the measures upheld by some and 
objected to by others to settle the question and secure peace and harmony. 
Another large portion treats of the differences between the regnlar and secu-
lar clergy on the subject of curacies of parishes, with a long list of complaints 
by Indians of Puebla against the bishop and his clergy. Among the most 
important documents are those relating to trials of religions by the secular 
judiciary, and claims of the ecclesiastical jurisdiction in favor of the accused; 
one of the cases being that of a friar who murdered his prelate in 1789, aad 
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the other of three Augustinian friars for political offences iu 1811. (îeneral 
information is given on the Franciscan province of the Santo Evangelio in 
1702, and on two parish churches in 1789, The state of society in Mexico is 
described in letters answering a pastoral letter of the archbishop in 1803, 

Papeka Frandscanos, MS., fol., in two volumes, the first with 568 pp., 
and the second with 342, is the general title given to a coUection of letters, 
orders, and other documents connected with the church in general, and the 
Franciscan order in particular, nearly all being original, and fumishing not 
only most important data upon ecclesiastical history and affairs from the 
earliest days of the reUgious orders iu Mexico and Central America do'wn to the 
early part of the nineteenth century, but also complete lists of the prelates 
that raled the Franciscans. 

ProvidmcicuDiocesanasde MéxicoyOtras Superiores, MS., 4to, 521 pp., is 
a collection of copies and memorandums of decrees issued by the archbishop of 
Mexico to the clergy of his archdiocese, including other documents, among 
them some royal and viceregal orders, for the eighteenth century, the first 
few years of the nineteenth, and a few papers dating back to the seventeenth 
century. Much of the material is important, throwing light not only upon 
ecclesiastical but also on secular affairs of New Spain. 

Ayeta, Defen,sa de la Verdad consagrada á la luz de la Justida (about 
1683), fol. 302 1. The king by cédulaa of 1678 and 1682 having empowered 
the bishop to enforce a surrender of certain curacies to the clergy, the Fran-
cÍBcans of the JaUsco provincia became alarmed and indignant. Their remon-
strances took the form of a ponderous printed tome of argument upon the 
respective rights of bishops and friars, the pages of which are laden with 
leamed extracts from civil and ecclesiastical law, and the margins bristling 
with Latin citations. The author, Fray Francisco de Ayeta, was procurador 
general of the order, and about the same time addressed to his Majesty a 
memoriãl Represmtadoti por hs Frandscanos, fol. 15 1., on the subject of the 
privileges of friars, at the conclusion of which he implores the king to re-
Ueve his order from the oppression to which it was subjected, or grant that 
the question might be carried to Rome. Leon, Martin de, Manvcd Breve, y 
Forma de ttdministrar hs Santos Sacramentos á los Indios, Mexico, 1640, sm. 
4to, II. 54. A rare book, which as its name implies contains regulations as 
to the mode of administering the sacraments to the Indians. Ribadeneyra, 
Antonio Joaquin de, Manual Compendio de d Regio Patronato Indiatw. Mad-
rid, 1755, 4to, U. 22, pp. 531. A prolix work on church patronage of the 
crown, designed for the assistance of govemors and ralers in the Indies. It 
contains, moreover, some information on the working of the religious orders. 
Various papal bulls are cited, copies of which in Latin, with Spanish transla-
tions, are supplied at the end of the volume. Bernal y Maio, Waldo Inda-
kdo, Akgato presentado en el aiío de 1792 al Escrrw e Illmo Sr Arzobispo. 
This is a treatise in defence of ecclesiastical privilege. The occasion which 
gave rise to its production was the murder of the comendador of the Merced 
order in Mexico by Fray Jacinto Miranda. The manuscript having fallen 
into the hands of A. V, y Moya, he had it printed and published in Oajaca 
inl844, 

Figueroa, Fr Franco Anto de kt Roacu Becerro Gen\ Menolôgko y cronO' 
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Uígico de todos hs Rdigiosoa qtte.. .ha habido en eata Sta ProVi dd Sanlo 
Evangdio, MS, (copy), 1764, foL 33 pages, in Pap* Fran&^' / , , Ist ser, 13-51, 
no, I, contains a great deal of information on the foimdation and workings of 
the Franciscans in the various provinces of Mexico, Michoacan, Jalisco, Zaca-
tecas, Yucatan, Guatemala, Florida, and the Philippine Islands down to the 
year he wrote. I t was evidently a much longer work, giving the names of aU 
the f riars who served in said provinces, and particulars respecting them—all 
this is missing. Beaumont, Frktr Pabh de la Purisima Concepcion. Crtínica 
de la Provinda de hs Santos Aptístoles San Padro y San Pabh de Michoacan... 
Mex. 1873-4, 12mo, 5 vols. (pp, 582, 544, 567, 630, 632, respectívely); foL, 
MS., 1 vol., pp. 1183, and 8 sheets of Indian paintings, 

The author had beeu educated in Paris as a physician, and afterward became 
tired of the world and-joined the Franciscan order, Having come lo Mexîco 
he was assigned to Michoacan, where he served; but his uncertain health not 
allowing of his devoting himself to the more active duties of a missionary, 
he undertook the work of recording the chronicles of his province. He had 
intended to bring them down to 1640, and had prepared a vast plan, that he was 
not permitted to accomplish, sickness and death putting an end to his laborB 
when he had recorded events only to 1565-6, though in some parts of his narra-
tive are mentioned those of a later date. The work was probably written in 
the latter part of the 18th century—the last dates spoken of therein being of 
1777—and breaks off with only a few pages in the third book. He was not 
satisfied with merely fulfilling the pious duty (of itself a laberious one) of 
chronicling the missionary life and services of the Franciscan and other reUg-
ious orders, as weU as of the church iu general, within the region comprised in 
the Franciscan 'custodia' (as first constituted), and 'provincia' (as it be-
came in 1566), of Michoacan and JaUsco, but taking up history from the 
earUest time of the western continent, gave an introduction, caUed by him 
Aparato, containing a narrative of events from the discovery of America to 
the capture of the Aztec capital by Cortés. 

For the purpose of his work he gathered, as he tells us, a large quantíty 
of MSS. aud authentic documents, from which and from pertinent printed 
material (some 30 standard writers, with whom he at times disagrees) he drew 
hÍB information, forming a coUection of historical facts relating to the interior 
provinces, as far as New Mexico, and even to general history, Of many of 
the documents he gives full copies, The last part gives general remarks on 
Michoacan, physically and poIiticaUy considered, from 1525 to 1566, and 
quite fuU information on agriculture, food of the natives, etc, The style of 
the work, Uke that of most writings of churchmen of that period, is too 
prolix, ánd confused at times; the writer's judgment is often open to doubt, 
and his Spanish somewhat defective, which Beaumont himself attributes to 
his education iu Paris; but such drawbacks must be overlooked, and the im-
portance of the material chiefly considered, The Indian paintings at the end 
of the MS, copy give incidents of the first visits of the Spaniards to Michoa-
can, their reception by the Tarascans, labors of Franciscan priests, establish-
ment of the episcopal see, Utigation anent the capital of the province, and tha 
last sheet gives colored drawings of coats-of-arms of the principal cities of 
Michoacan, My manuscript copy was taken from the Mexican archives. 

I 
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Of the Aparaio above aUuded to, Bustamante (C. M.) published an edition, 

Historia del Descttbrimknto de la América Septentrionai por Cristtíbai CoUm, 
escrUa por R. P. Fr. Manud de la Vega, of the Franciscan province of the 
Santo Evangelio de México, Mex., 1826, 4to, an incomplete, untrae, and use-
less edition. Vega, placed as the author, was but the o-wner of the MS. which 
served Bustamante as original. Beristain does not know of the Crtínka, bu t 
refers to the author as a doctor and man of the world before he took the habit^ 

The authorities I have consulted on church affairs, utiUzing facts perti-
nent to the subject, have been: Oonzalez DáviUi, Teatro Eclesiástico, and Tor-
queînada, Monarchia Indiana, on the history of the older dioceses and the 
religious orders; ConciUos Provincicdes, 1° y 2°, and ConciUos Mexicanos, iii. 
iv., for the general rales adopted by the several episcopal councils of Mex-
ico for the govemment of the church, and for biographies of bishops; Vetan-
cur, Tratado de la Cittdad de México, and Vetancuri, Menologio; Grijalua, 
Chrtínka de San Agttstin; Medina, Chrtínica de San Diego; Mkhoacan, Pro-
vincia de San Nicolá.<i, Basaienque, Ilistoría de San Nicolás; Florencia, His-
toria de la Compania de Jesus, and Akgre, Historia de Ut Compa'n.ia de Jestts; 
for the chronicles of the religious orders to which the authors respectively be-
longed. Humboldt, Essai Politiqtte, has fumished much valuable matter on 
general history and statistícs. Another contributor, valued for his well con-
BÍdered opinions upon reUgious poUcy and history, is Lúcas Alaman, His-
toria de Méjico, and Disertadones. Other writers of more modem date, and 
entitied to more or less credit for arriving at the view taken by them of eccle-
siastical poUcy and conduct from both the Spanish and Mexican staudpoint, 
have been duly considered. Among these the chief one is Frandsco Sosa, Epis-
copado Mexicano, who gives biographies of the archbishops of Mexico from 
the earliest colonial time to the latest days; out of this work I have obtained 
a great deal of information on the rule of each archbishop, and consequently 
on the relations of church and state, thus at the same tîme furnishing much 
interesting matter of a secular nature. As the reader wUI perceive, a very 
long list of writers has been carefully read, and some important item culled 
out of each. But among the sources that have afforded me useful and incon-
trovertible data, and to which I must give a prominent place, have been the 
several coUections of papal briefs or bulls, and royal cédulas for the govem-
ment of the church, that I possess; some of them being in print, such as Mordli,. 
Fadi Notji Orbi, RecopiUtcion de Indias, Bdena, Recopilctdon, Montemayor, 
Svmarios, and Zamora, Biblioteca de LegisUtdon UUramarina, and a large 
number in manuscript; the reports of several viceroys to their immediate 
Buccessors, and edicts of the court of the inquisition issued with the view 
of checking immoral practices of the clergy, and generaUy for the promo-
tion of public morals. Some of the original manuscripts throw light upon 
the mode of procedure of that dread tribunal. Other important sources have 
been also the Gacdas de Mexico, from 1784 to 1805, and several preceding and 
succeeding numbers. The manuscripts alluded to are: Papdes Drandscanos, 
Mgueroa, Vi ididas de la Verdad, Providencias Diocesanas, and Disturbios de 
Fraiks, which are fiUed with ecclesiastical matter, particularly laws and de-
crees; ôrdenes de la Corona, Rescriptos Reales, Disposidones Varias, Cedtdario, 
Reaiea Céduîas, Protndendas Reaies, Varicts Anotctdones de las Leyes, and other 
coUections, the names of all of which indicate their con'tents. 
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For broader references the reader may consnlt the foUowing: Ordenes de 
la Corona, MS,, i, 31 et seq,; u., passim; iu. 81, 134, 169-73; iv, 21 et seq.; 
V. 1-7, 31-85, 100, 106-9, 121-7; vi, 65, 117-30, 143-6; vu, 11, passim; Dá-
viki, Continuadon, MS., 193etseq.; ligtteroa, Vindidas, MS., 1-80, 114-26, 
129-38, 148; Disturbios de Fraiks, MS,, L, passim; u, 1-5, 37, 129-227, 
242-5, 331-40; Papdes Frandscanos, MS,, i, 13, 64, 80, 222-46, 375, 378, 
414, 473, 564; u, 67-72, 154, 178-200, 253-67,312-13; Azanza,Tnstrue.,'!AS., 
95-103; Providendas Realea, MS,, 52 et seq,; Sierra, Dictámen, MS., 351-
501; Reaies Cédu as, MS., i. 27-35, 73-83, 90-2, 192-6, 200-13; u. 53-4, 
116-18, 124-58, 239-41; Protnnda de S. Diego, MS., 148-67; Papdes de 
Jesuitas, MS., 1-31; Pinari, CoL Doc Misiones, passim ; Id., Doc Son., MS., 
i. 6-14; Id., Doc Chih., MS., i. 6-7; VeUia Linage, Ctiatro Imagenes, MS,, 
passim; Proceso sobre Rdigiosos, MS., passim; Enriqttez, Proceso y Causa 
Criminai, MS., passim; Mex., Protndencias Diocesanas, MS., passim; Dur., 
Doc fíisL, MS., 51-9; Ximenez, Inquisidor fiscal conJtra, MS., passim; 
Fund. Prov. Santiago, MS., 7; Sigûenza y Otíngora, Carta ai Almiravie, 
MS., 10-15; Id., Glorias de Quer., 11-37; Id., Parayso Occid., 39, passim; 
Nueva Espaûa, Breve Res., MS., i. 141; Rescriptos Reales Ecles., MS., 
8, passim; Bernal y Mah, Defensa Prov. Merced., MS., passim; Morfi, 
CoL Doc, MS., 26-33; Tavmyo, Al Regente Romá, MS., passim; Lobo, Rda-
cion, MS., 1; jkonumevtos Domin. Esp., MS., 19 et seq.; Gaivez, Informe dd 
Vidtador, MS., 64-81; (Jh-ambila, TumuUos, MS., 1; Cohquio entre Sophronico 

j/ Leonido, MS., passim; Concilio Prov., MS., iv. 206; Vireyes de Mex., In-
atmc, MS., 3, 12; Recop. de Indias, i., passim; Cedulario, MS., i. 49-77; iu. 
€3, passim; Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., L 1, 5, 8; iL 1-3; iii. 1-3; iv. S5-6; v. 
1-3; Reaies Ordenes, i. 447-9; v. 167-72, 244-59; vi. 65-8; Brandforte, In-
atntc, MS., 44-6; CoL Doc Inéd., xxL 469-85, 512-18; Gom,ez, Diario, 
20, passim; Robks, Diario, L-u., passim; Rivera, Diario, 11 etseq.; Doc. 
Hist. Mex., serie ii. tom. i. 7-100; iv., passim; Cohn, Jvzgadog MUitares, 
i. 224-43; Dkz'mos de Indias, nos. iv. vi. x.-xiv.; Constitttcion Fkl y LU-
erai, passim; Breve ApostoUco, passim; Fabian, CoL Providendas, passim; 
Zavcdeta, Carta, passim; ReviUa Gigedo, Instruc, MS., L, passim; Id., 
Bandos, 2, 4-14, 54, 60, 81-2; Arévaio, Actas Ayunt. Quat., 128-9; Mon-
iemayor, Svmarios, 3-56; Cedulario Nuevo, i. 390; Nuevo Mex., Cédulas, 
MS., 301-2; Guijo, Diario, i. 4, passim; Disposiciones Varias, i. 78; iiL 162; 
v. 13, 533; vL, passim; Leyes, Varias Anotaciones, 4, passim; Chtat., Col. 
Cédukts Reales, passim; 63-202; Bdeiía, Recop., i. 212-17, 291, 336-40; u. 
387-8; Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, vi. 324; xvii. 290-1; Oonzaiez Dd-
vikt, Theairo Ecles., L, passim; ii. 15-16, 33-43, 64; Arkgui, Prov. Zac, 
49, passim; Puga, Ceduîario, 27, 78, 112, 210; Cáik, Mem. y Not., 46, pas-
sim; Vetancvrt, Chron. Sto. Evang., 24-135; Id., Menohgio, 11, passim; 
Id., Trat. Ciudad Mex., 26-53; Akgre, Hist. Comp., i. 201-3; u. 15, pas-
aim; iii. 8, passim; Salguero, Vida, passim; Medina, Chron. S. Diego, 11, 
passim; Id., Vida Rodriguez, passim; Castro, Diario, 6 et seq.; Espi wsa, 
<Jhron. Apost., 12, passim; MoreUi, Fast. Nov. Orb., 151, passim; Jvar-
ros, GuaL, i. 324, 360; Id., Compendio, 288-98, 322-6, 359; Santos, Chro-
nologia Hospitalaria, 433-98; Mota PadiUa, Conq. N. Oaikia, 178, 184, 346, 
509; Villagutkrre, Ilist. Conq. Itza, 186-7; Remesai, Hist. Chyapa, 302-15, 
473-4, 693-9, 704-8; Torquemada, i. 337; iiL 337-82; ViUa-Sefwr y San-
chez, Theairo, i. 28-53, 241-58; u. 28, 205, passim; Mendkta, Hist. Ecks., 
646; RobUs, Vida Cuevas, 122-34, 304-5; Oage's Voyage, U. 67-50; IgksUu y 
Conventas de Mex.', 65-8, 245-61, 316-20; Igksia Catedral, RegUis y Orde-
nanzas, passim; Iglesias San Migtiel, ReUtdon SenciUa, passim; Oonzaîez, N. 
Laon, 15, 98-107, 122, 152, 373-7; TumuUos de Mex., MS,, 2-7; Femandez, 
SisL Edes., 134-6; Femando VII., Decrdos, 86-90; Cavo, Tres Sighs, U 
112-13; iu. 1-5, 29-30; iv, 175-9; Akech, Dicc, i, 108,493; iL 246-6; iiL 141; 
Arridtnta, Crtín. Seráfica, passim; Cabrera, Esctido Armas, 97-106, 170-1; 
CampUh, Nuevo Sidetna, 43-51; Zúfíiga y O., Caiendario, 34-79; Ladron 
de Quevara, Manifiesto, 14, passim; Navarrete, Traí. Hist., 295-6; Id., 
Rd. Peregrina, u, 14, passim; iu, 3, passim; Prov. Mwh., 111-215; Beaur 
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mant, Crán. Mich., 866, 911; Id., MS., 829; Fhrenckt, HisL Comp. de 
Jesus, 232-3; DáviUi, Mem. HisL, 19-182, 228-9; Garda, HisL Bdh., iu. 
20-30, iv. 1-27; Paiou, Vida, 24-39; Burgoa, Paiestra HisL, 78-267; Id., 
Oeog. Descrip. Oaj., i. 7, 92-192; u. 1-18, 2ia-'27, 286-366, 410; CogoUvdo, 
Hiat. Tttc, 206, passim; Cortes, Diario, 1812, xiL 348; Alm. Caiendario 
1842, 61-4; Id., 1862, 35-6; Id., 1794, 11-13; Gaz. de Mex., L-xvL, passim; 
Arévalo, Compend., 30, passim; Alzaie, Oacetas, i. 34; u. 450-7; uL 351-3; 
iv. 1-6; HuTnboldt, Essai PoL, 105, 127-8, 195-6; u. 473-8; Id., TabUia 
Estad., MS., 41; Zavaia, Rev. Mex., 13-16, 33-4, 66; Zerecero, Mem. Rev., 
157-9, 265-7, 457-98, 506M3; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., v. 43-61; vi. 65-6; 
Arze y Portería, Informe, 305; Ylzarbe, Informe, 345-51; Buedo, Informes 
Misiones, 367-96; ViUuendos, Estado de la Mission, 7-14; MaHinez, Estado, 
357; Maséres, Inforjne, 201-24; Oarcia, Informe, Misiones Rio Grande, 49; 
Ballido, Faxardo, Ivform^, 397-407; Nayarit, Informe, 61-87; Bejarano, 
Informe, 1-4; Navarro, Misiones de Nayarit, 463-82; Arias, Informe, 319-
43; Mich., Obispo de, Informe Misiones Rh Verde, 101-51; Fonsecay Ur-
rutîa, Reai Hac, iu. 89-135; v. 276-8; vi. 303-20; Alvarez, Estudios, iu. 
385-422; Mora, Rev. Mex., i. 269; iu. 267-72, 358; iv. 58; Id., Obraa 
StteUos, L 1, et seq.; Arrongoiz, Mex., iu. 74; LcLd, Amer. Descrip., 253-69; 
Alaman, Hist. Mex., i. 13, 68-84, 121; ii. 96; iu. 381; Id., DiserL, u. 
221-2; uL 302-36; Arroniz, Bwg. Mex., 152-5, 232-5; Id., HisL y Crtín., 
85-8; Riyera, Oob. Mex., 120-22, 130-5, 159-61, 172-92, 200-63; Origendd 
Santuario de San Juan, passim; Covadonga, Constitudones, passim; Las Casa, 
Peregrina solar, passim; Conventos de la Ciudad, passim; Defensa de kt Verdad, 
1-6; Id., Juridica, passim; Inigo, Funercd Gratitud, passim; Inquisidores con-
tra la heretica, passim; Beaufort, Hist. Papcts, v. 320-30; Beristain, Elogio, 
MS., passim; Eguiara y Eguren, Vida deAreUano ySosso, passim; Gandara, 
Vida de Lazcano, 1-130; Ladron de (htevara, Manifksto, passim; Grijaiua, 
Chrtín. de San Augustin, 217-18; Lascano, Viila P. Oviedo, passim; Ossuna, 
Periginadon, passim; Qfiiroga, Compend., passim; Martinez, Sermon Pane-
girico, passim; Orozco, Carta Etnografia, 260-89; Leon, Manual breve, passim; 
Qsorio, Amerkano Seráphico, passim; Ponze de Leon, La Azucena, passim; 
Saies, El Sacerdote Instmido, passim; Sanchez, Informe, passim; Romero, 
Not. Mkh., passim; Carriedo, Estudios HisL, 67-73, 114-17, 121-2; Stephen's 
Yuc, iL 193-4; Ancona, HisL Yuc, u. 200-67, 321-52, 389-96, 456, 562-4; 
Lacuvza, Discursos, nos. xxxv.-vi,; Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. fíist., 297-8, 
313; Rivera, IIisL Jalapa, i. 92-3, 112, 118; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 55-102, 
126, 145, 151, 160, 214; Zamacois, HisL Mex., v. 277-9, 309, 335, passim; 
vL 21, 30, 39, 48, 191, 608; vu. 38, 194; vui. 27-8; x. 513; Paiafox, Vida 
del Ven., 27-119; Gil, Fund, Obra Pia, passim; Igksias de Dur., 1-85; 
Oomez, Vida Madre Antonia, passim; Velasco y Tejada, Hist. Imagen, pas-
Bim; Vdasco, El Pretendknte, passim; Vaikjo, Vida del Senor Jose, passim; 
Vdasco, Manifiestø, passim; Verona, Paramohgia, 8-10; Zavcda, Venerable 
Congreg., passim; Constitudones,de. .San Hipolyto, passim; DávUa, Vida de 
Perez de Barcia, 24; Convento de San Lorenzo Reglas, 1-146, Beccatini, Vida 
Carhs III., ii. 49-62, 88-9; Bemcd y Mah, Indcdecio, passim; Certificacion 
de Uts Mercedes, MS., 23-33, 84-90; Akaide, Ehgios Funebres, 1-49; Archi-
cofradia dd Arcangd Constituciones, passim; Fhrencia, de Leon, Hist. Vida 
MoUna, passim; CastUlo, Dicc HisL, 9, 52-8, 127-54, 178, 183, 296-314; 
Eseudero, NoL Son., 40; Id., NoL Chih., 32; Id., NoL Dur., 23; Micho-
aoan, Prov. S. Nic, 2,,passim; Mexico, Arancd ParrQquicd, 1-16; Mai-
íraiamiento de Indios, passim; Aydta, Informes, 273-93; Soriano, Prtíhgo, 
MS., 4-23; 'Í^iiaplana,, Vida Portenhsa, pacsim; Texeda, Representadon, 
passim; Sigaia, Discurso, passim; Tomel MendivU, Aparicion, ii. 183-97; 
Torrvbia, Examen Canonico, passim; Castro, ExaUxtcion Magnifica, passim; 
Id., Diredorio, passim; Hemavdez, Estad. Mex., 257-8; Soc Mex. Oeog., 
Boktin, ii, 6, 8, 16-23, 42-4; ui. 23; viu. 175-7, 493-4, 547-9, 628-40; ix. 
49, 140, 151, 167; Id., 2da ep. L 286, 486-95, 565-73, 649, 830-41, 921-25; 
iiL 21; iv. 163-69, 639-40; td., 3ra ep. L 267, 650-1; AUmm Mex., i. 183-4, 
291, 308, 352, 409, 422, 455, 584-8; Dic Univ., L-x., passim; Mosako, Mex., 
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u . 385-92; iu. 6, 21-4; iv. lO, 263; vi. 161-2; vu. 228; Museo Mex., i. 8, 50, 
133, 337, passim; ii. .156-7, 409-14; ui . 80-2, 101-5; iv. 93-4, 260, 430-4; Regis-
tro, Yucateco, i. 158-9, 228-30; u. 81-108, 331-43; Pap. Var., i. 6; v. 14-35; 
ix. 9-37; xli. 32-3; cxxi. 45-56; cxlix. 14-20; clxiv. passim; clxxxiii., passim; 
Harper's Mag., xUx. 179-80; Niks' Reg., xxiu. 156; Ward's Mcx., i. 331-5; 
Mayer's Mex. Azkc, i. 202; Id., MSS., 1-4, 55 61; Estalla, xxvi. 261-83, 
326-8; xxviL 9-10, 47-8, 110-11, 191-5, 233-71; DeSmet's Westem Missions, 
240-2; D'Aríty, De-scrip. Gen. Am., u. 23-4, 80-1; Domenech, Il'ist. Mex., 
i. 2G9-S2; Doyk's fíisL Pious Fund, 7, 8; Ahrens' Mex., 33-44; Abhot's Mex., 
98-100; America, PicL fíisL, 125-8; Stricker's Bihliothek, 49-50; Touron, 
fíisL Gen. Am., iv. 348-52; vu. 60-72, 229, 292-386; viii. 240-69; Amerka, 
Descrij,., MS., 116-18; Ogilhy's Amer., 2'2(i, 245-6; Pinkerton's Mod. Geog., 
ui. 158; Ponte de Leon, Abeja M'ich., 1-147; La Cmz, iu. 303, passim; iv. 
184-7; V. 400, 657-69; ^-i. 137-8; viL 689-722; Bustamante,Voz de h Patria, 
V. 6-25, 75-81; Id., Elogio fíist., passim; Mexico, Disturbios, MS., i. 1-15; 
Diario Mex., i. 48, 269-72; u. 142, passim; vi. 94, 187-95, 366-8; vu. 233-4; 
vui. 27 e t seq . ; ix. 115, 177, 271-5; x. 330, 571-2; xL 67-8, 207-9, 351-78, 
565; Frcjes, IJi-'tf. Breve ('onq., 162, 272; Bernal Diaz, Hist. VerdcuL, 166-7; 
Queipo, Col. de Doc, 1-65; Rihas, fíist.dehsTriumphos,4'í7-51;Clavigero, 
Storia ddla CaL, ii. 169-70; Mexico, Defensa Juridica, passim; Ytta, Dia 
Festivo Propio, passim; Lihro de las ('onstituciones de V. Orden, passim; Mon-
ta a, El Corazon de Uts Rosas, passim; Sanchez, Villa Pueb. Sagrad,, 150-1. 
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SPANISH Americans present the distinct features of 
what may be essentially classed as a new race, sprung 
from the union of the proudest of European peoples, 
and the most advanced of Americans; the former it-
self an anomalous mixture, wherein lay blended the 
physical and mental characteristics of half a dozen 
nations, from sturdy Goth to lithe and fiery Arab;^ 
the other possibly autochthonic, and evolved amidst 
the rise and fall of mighty empires, whose records are 
entombed in the most imposing monuments of the 
continent,^ While the latter may be divided into two 
great branches, the Maya and Nahua, originally 
cradled perhaps within the region drained by the 

^See introduction to Hist. Cent. Am., i. this series, for the evolution and 
characteristics of Spaniards. 

*HumboIdt, who favors an Asiatic origin for the Americans, sees in this 
meeting with the Spaniard a reunion of two branches that once parted on the 
plains of Asia in opposite directions. Essai PoL, i. 134-5. The different 
theories on origin are discussed in Natit Races, v. chapter i. this series. 

(731) 



732 SOCIETY, 

Usumacinta, yet they consist of a large number of 
nations, distinct in language, and differing greatly in 
culture, such as the Otomís, Zapotecs, Tarascos, and the 
representative Aztecs, forming a greater variety even 
than that which could be distinguished on the Iberian 
peninsula at the opening of the conquest. There was, 
therefore, no homogeneity of race which might pre-
vent intermingling, while the geographic features of 
the country with its profound influence on race devel-
opment presented similarities to the new-comers that 
brought involuntarily to their lips the name New 
Spain, by which term it was thereafter for a time 
known. Although the name was first pronounced 
upon the seaboard, these resemblances existed more 
particularly on the high table land where a temperate 
clime had îured to settlement and culture most of the 
nations referred to. Here flourished the cereals and 
fruits of Spain, wheat and barley by the side of maize 
and maguey, while the slopes of lofty ranges, under 
snow-crowned peaks, stood clad in rugged firs. In 
the sheltered valley grew the sugar-cane and indigo, 
and on either side of the plateau a fringe of heated 
coast line revelled in all the uxuriance of tropic nature. 
But this line was comparatively narrow, and so scantUy 
occupied as to have little influence on Mexican devel-
opment. A strange commingling truly of peoples and 
of climates to form a new race, with characteristics 
now modified, now intensified, the inheritor of past 
glories, the guardian of a transplanted culture. Even 
two of the earth's great divisions did not suffice to 
create it, for during early stages already a third ele-
ment was infused by negroes from the dark continent, 
with a slight sprinkling from the fourth part of the 
world by Chinese and Malays. The latter have never 
been counted as an element however, and the recog-
nized mixed breeds are mestizos,mulattoes,and zamboSi,. 
or Indian zambos,' with their degrees of admixture. 

'The term for the ofibpring of negroes and Indians variea in dLSérent 
oonntríes, and e v ^ the lexicographers are at a IOBB. They have been caUed 
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Of the three original races the Indian, which may 
be regarded as the mother, presents a less favorable 
appearance by the side of the symmetrical and bright-
eyed Spaniard and the tall and muscular negro. 
While different provinces exhibit marked variations 
in stature, build, and comeliness, the general verdict 
must be that the aborigine is neither handsome nor 
graceful; nor has he the strength and adaptability of 
the others. The long black hair is thick and glossy, 
but the beard is so scant as to render more marked 
the uniformity of type iu the black elongated eyes set 
widely apart, the oval face, with its narrow forehead, 
the prominent cheek-bones, and the large lips. The 
complexion varies from olive to brown and copper 
color, in certain districts with a yellowish or bluish 
tinge, and inclining to black in the torrid region.* The 
mestizo throws off many of these attributes, and may 
be classed as more intelligent and handsome, with fine 
eyes and hair, but he is generally small of stature, in-
clined to corpulency, and lacks energy and strength,^ 
The mulattoes inherit the vivacity of their dark sires, 
and unite with it greater industry. The zambos are 
ugly, fiery, and turbulent. Indeed, gentleness and 
beauty increase with the proportion of white admix-
ture.* 

Whatever may be the case with mulatto castes the 
intermarriage of mestizos certainly does not tend 
toward sterility. Under favorable skies like those of 
California their fecundity has been surprising,^ and in 

zambos in decrees 'within New Spain, and especiaUy Caracas; yet at Mexico, 
Habana, and Lima, chino was a common appellation, and in the latter place also 
Chino-cholo, Zambo by itself more generally denotes three fourths of black ad-
mixture, and zambo prieto seven eighths. A deepening of color is termed 
aalto airaa, 'back-leap,' and a heightening by greater mingling with white, 
tenie en d aire, ' holding one'B self in the air.' The Asiatic mixture was brought 
by the PbiUppine fleete. 

*The Indian type is fnUy considered in NcUive Racea, L-iL, and the 
Spanish in Hiat. Cent. Am., i, introd,, this series. 

<̂  The hands and feet are usuaUy praised and the teeth condémned, 
'The odor of the different races can be distinguíshed also in the castes; 

and for the different effluvia the Peravians have distinct names. Humboldt, 
EsaaiPoL, L 136. 

* Navarro appUes this in general to half-castes: ' la fecundidad notoiia de 
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other parts the birth rate varies according to climate 
and soil. Deformity is very rare, particularly among 
Indians.® Age falls lightly upon the latter, with few 
instances of grey hair, and quite a number of centena-
rians are claimed, although tlie proportion of persons 
over fifty years of age appears larger among the white 
race, with their later puberty and better mode of liv-
ing.» 

Orders were repeatedly issued from Spain to form 
statistics of population and resources, and viceroys 
and civil and ecclesiastic oflBcials responded with more 
or less elaborate reports,^" but the first worthy to be 
called a census was that taken in 1793-4 by order 
of Viceroy BeviIIa Gigedo. Incomplete as even this 
proved, one sixth of the population being merely 
estimated, it has nevertheless been accepted in most 
respects as a base. The total here presented is 4,483,-
000," including the Californias, New Mexico, and 
Texas; but the pertinent objection has been raised 
that this figure was considerably below the actual 
number, owing to the general effort of the people to 
avoid registration, from economic and superstitious 
ideas.*"̂  Humboldt accordingly added ten per cent to 

las castas.' Mem., in Soc Mex. Oeog., Boktin, ii, 83, Instances of fecundity 
are to be found in Ckiceta Mex., i. 35 etc. 

" Certain afflictions Uke goitre do not affect Indians and rarely mestizoB. 
Giants and dwarfs are uncommon although such giants as Salmeron and 
more thah one dwarf have come from this country. In Diario, Mex., xL 
128, a pigmy is spoken of as less than three fourths of a vara in height. 

• Yet the exemption from wrinkles observed by Humboldt does not appear 
to be sustained. Instancesof longevity are given in Panea, Vireyes, MS., 136; 
Oacda Mex., i. 291, 379-80, 397, 403-4, x, e t c ; Diario, Mex., ui. 128, 159, 
vL 11-12 e t c ; Viagero Univ., xxvi. 343, One working-man of 135 left 400 
descendants; another had sons varying from 8 to 120 years of age. The aver-
age claimed for the centenarians is 116-120. 

"̂ Besides a number of statements on special departments or subjectB a 
record exists of 19 formal reports made by order of tne govemment between 
1585 and 1787; for a compiled list thereof, with names of the framers, aeeSoc 
Mex. Oeog., Boktin, i. 10. A specimen of the orders to this effect aiid a 
district report may be seen in Tamaron, Visita Dur., MS., i. et seq. 

" Different copies vary sUghtly. 
'^ln evidence of this it was pointed out that while Mexico City in 1793 

received 112,926 inhabitants, this tigure rose to 168,846 in 1811, although it 
feU greatly during the foUowing twoyears. This variation must be attributed 
greatly to the war, which at times drove fugitives in large numbers to the 
capitaL A better test for the deficiency was the birth-rate, which raised tbe 
estimate for the city to more than 130,000, instead of 112,026. 
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cover this deficiency, while expressing a belief that 
the addition of a sixth or seventh would not be wrong. 
Navarro, foUowed by several others, adds a fifth. The 
former author took special pains to obtain statistics, 
in order to arrive at an estimate for 1803. This was 
no easy task in a country subject to such extremes of 
climate from the hot malarious coast to the temperate 
plateau and the cold mountain region occupied by so 
many different races with varying modes of life. H e 
came to the conclusion, however, that the birth-rate 
could be placed at one in seventeen, and the death-
rate at one in thirty, and that the population would 
double in about thirty-eight years. The average pro-
portion of births to deaths appearing as 183 to 100, 
he accepted this, within a small fraction, as a rate for 
calculating the increase during the decade following 
the census of 1793, and thus arrived at a total popu-
lation for 1803 of 5,837,100.'^ 

Since this time a number of calculations have been 
made which take the census of 1793 for a base, but 
reduce the increase to about one and a half per cent 
yearly for the two following decades. During the 
revolutionary period this rate must be lowered still 
more, and even afterward the unsettled condition of 
affairs operated against large recuperation. The 
most valuable estimates appear to be those made for 
1810 by the auditor-general of ways and means for 
New Spain, Fernando Navarro y Noriega, whose 
sources could not have been well surpassed by any 
contemporary. Even his calculations, however, had 
for several provinces to rest on comparative estimates, 
but for others he was able to present more reliable 

" This was the corrected calculation of a later date, He brings in a num-
ber of comparisons with the rates in Ehiropean countries, and finds that those 
raling in Prassia approximate more closely. The proportion there of births 
to deaths stood as 180 to 100, while iu the United States it rose to 201:100, 
and in Frauce it fell to 110:100. Although the births of males in New Spain 
exceeded those of females—^Humboldt has it 100:95, others, more correctly, 
100:98,6—^yet it appeared that males preponderated among Indians and 
castes, The studies of the German savant are very exhaustive and interest-
ing, althoueh in several respects less exact than could have been desired, 
O'wing ohiefly to unreliable data, Essai PoL, i. 54 et seq. 
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figures than those of BeviIIa Gigedo, Where this 
was not possible he added twenty per cent to the 
returns of 1793 for deficienc}^, and twenty-five more 
for the increase during the seventeen years, obtaining 
a total of 6,122,354,^* The proportion of races gives 
the Indians sixty hundredths, the castes twenty-two, 
and the whites eighteen.^^ Of the last he assumes 
only fifteen thousand to have been European Span-
iards,^^ while raising the proportion of castes with 
negro blood to nearly half a miUion. Large as this 
nuraber appears, it is certain that both economic mo-
tives among slave-holders, and natural predilection 
among aboriginal^^omen favored the diffusionof Afri-
can blood. Navarro agrees with Humboldt that the 
slaves could not exceed ten thousand, the pure blacks 
forminor two thirds of this number. '̂̂  

Evcn without the impulse given by republican prin-
ciples in modern times for the amalgamation of races, it 
is evident that the castes strictly speaking must gain 
in number by encroaching on the other classes, even if 
these were to show a constant increase—an increase 
which becomes somewhat fictitious when we consider 

*̂ While several points in the table on page 737 are subjectto criticism, the 
area for instance being in some cases obviously inexact, yet these defects affect 
the value of the paper so little as not to render changes and at temptsat better 
estimates advisable at this stage of the history. Indeed, the figures tend in 
this form to better represent the official views at the ciose of the colonial 
period. lu a later volume the population topic will demand and necessarily 
receive a more critical treatment. 

'^ Humboldt raiscd the \\ hites slightly to one fifth and lowered the Indians 
to about two fifths, leaving a large remainder to castes. Navarro has the 
tribute lists to prove the greater correctness of his Indian figures, those of 
1807 showing 2,925,179 aborigines. 

18 Humboldt estimated their number in 1803 at about 70,000, but this 
appears to have been based on their proportion at the capital, where they 
were gathered in large force as the leading holders of offices and commercial 
positions. X'avarro's figure certainly is very low, but he had access to 
migration statistics, and such a careful student as Alaman corrects his own 
larger estimates by this. The govemment gave no special encouragement to 
emigration. 

1' The negroes and negro mixtures rest on rather vague estimates, for those 
recogidzed as of this class were included among Indians as tributaries, aud 
tliose not so recognized merged into other classes. The estimate for white 
people is also somewhat misleading, since amid the general effort to approach 
the superior race a number of persons with imperceptible Indian or negro ad-
mixture declared themselves M'hite, many indeed obtaining legal permission 
to do so. 
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the large number of castes that by intermarriage seem 
to'return graduallj to the mother race, We find no 
such withering iní uence on the aboriginal population 
as in the north, and this must be due partly to the 
bimilarity between them and the invaders in their 
settled condition, which demanded no radical chaiige 
for adaptation, While inaking few eíforts to increase 
the population with emigrants, the government cer-
tainly did all to foster a natural growth by promoting 
early marriages, by introducing seeds and hve-stock, 
and by other measures. Following in the wake of 
Las Casas early foreign writers have indulged in lam-
entations over the havoc inflicted by the conquerors 
aiid later by encomenderos, notably in working the 
natives to death in the mines. The disturbances ever 
accompan^âng war could not have failed in eífect, as 
shown at the fall of Mexico, and the mines entombed 
A âst numbers, less, however, by overtaxing strength 
thaii by the effect of chmatic changes on persons sud-
denly transferred from a warm district to cold and 
rugged mountain regions. To this was added the 
change from quiet plantation hfe to rough mining toil. 
Xevertheless the losses by these means were compara-
tively small, and the great ravages that took place 
must be ascribed almost wholly to the diseases fo iow-
ing the nevv civihzation, such as small-pox, measles, 
apd probably syphilis.-^^ 
-j Endemics and famines also ruled periodically, and 

diíferent districts had their special afflictions. The 
former, however, had less efíect, since the people either 
became inured to or avoided the pestiferous regions. 
There remains no doubt that their total has fallen 
greatly from what it was in the time of Montezuma, 
when Tezcuco, Cholula, and a number of other cities 

î Laa Casas' exaggerated attacks on his countrymen for cruelty have 
already been exposcd, and I have also alluded to De Pauw's views in his 
Recherches. Raynal lowers the estimate of losses suffered by the Indians, but 
places too much stress on the effect of mines. Zamacois in seeking to prove 
that they increased under Spanish rule finds no difficulty in dealing 'with 
figures and readily accepts the vague statements of early chroniclers concern-
ing the ravages of epidemics. 
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now decayed figured as populous centres, for which 
the Spaniards erected but sparse equivalents. Mexico 
appears from monumental and documentary evidence 
to have been more extensive and populous, and in 
Tlascala a census was taken by Cortés which showed 
that there were several times more occupants than 
toward the close of the colonial period,^^ Franciscan 
missionaries alone claimed to have baptized 6,000,000 
natives between 1524 and 1540, and Dominicans and 
Augustinians worked hard to swell the number, yet 
immense fields remained untrodden. These claims 
cannot of course be reHed upon, nor the estimates of 
deaths from small-pox and other ravages, In 1576 
about 2,000,000 are said to have been swept away 
in the central provinces alone, and at other times 
whole districts to have been almost depopulated,'^'' 

We find the population distributed in a somewhat 
different nianner from that of South America and the 
United States, not along the coasts, which are here 
low-lying and malarious, but mainly on the interior 
plateau, where culture and wealth had ever centred, 
notably along a narrow strip embracing Puebla and 
Mexico, and two other towns of from 35,000 to 
130,000 inhabitants, and only one or two days'journey 
apart, while ^lsewhere great stretches of fine country 
lie almost uninhabited, With the influx of negroes 
the coast line received in time an increase of occu-
pants, on whom the fevers had httle effect, and with 
their aid thriving plantations of sugar-cane and other 
produce drew riches from a hitherto neglected soil. 
The Indians maintained their preponderance at the 
rate of three fourths to seven eighths in Puebla, 

'* As indicated in Ilid. Mex., i., this series. It îs trae that many Tlascal-
tecs ^ere sent avray to colonize other provinces, but this could not have 
affected the total very seriously. An estimate for 1729 reduces the Indians 
greatly. Doc. Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. iv. 341-2. 

"̂ As referred to in this and the preceding volume. Clavîgero indulges in 
quite a dissertation on this topic, chiefly as a reply to De Pauw. Storia, Mess., 
iv. 271-87. I t is widely clauned that excepting the ravages suffered from 
epideraics, the aboriginal race has increased in number during the colonial 
rule, and this assertion cannot well be disproved for want of reliable data con-
ceming either the pests or the original population. 

mmmmm 
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Tlascala, Vera Cruz, Yucatan, Oajaca, and Alta Cah 
fornia, particularly in the last two. In Mexico inten 
dencia they formed two thirds of the population. 
The castes were most numerous iii Guadalajara, Pu-
ebla, the north-east provinces, and the mining regions, 
and the whites mustered in force along the same 
parallels, where mining and stock-raising presented 
opportunity for enricliment, and predominated in 
Nuevo Leon and Sonora. Indeed tlie sparsely set-
tled north was occupied chiefly by Spaniards and half-
breeds, although they assisted to swell the central 
group of Guanajuato, Puebla, and Mexico, which 
greatly exceeded the rest in population. 21 

Class distinctions have ever been jealouslyguarded 
in Spain, and, proud of his race and country, the Span-
iard in early days especially looked upon the foreigner 
with pity and contempt. These ideas could not fail 
to become intensiíîed in the New World where he 
trod the soil as conqueror and master over a dusky 
and half-naked race to whom the possession of a soul 
was at first denied. Under such conditions it is not 
strange that even in framing the most benevolent of 
laws the preéminence of the superior people was sus-
tained to the disadvantage of the other.s. Indeed, 
the education, wealth, and honors of the country cen-
tred almost exclusively in the whites, They held the 

I' civil, military, and highest ecclesiastic offices; they 
fílled the professions; they controlled all the leading 
branches of trade and manufacture, and owned the 

,; ^^ The excess of females in the large towns, as noticed by Humboldt, is 
1; attributable to the influx of domestic servants and the exodus oî men for niines 

and traffic. Tlie evideut care with which Navarro prepared his tableon pop-
ulation indicates an amount of research that would have given value to com-
ments and speculations on its different items, but his remarks are confined to 
a few criticisms on Humboldt and to indicating the sources for the figures. 
The treatise was prepared in 1814 for the body of national representatives and 
published at Mexico in 1820 as Memoria sobre la Poblacion dd Reino de 
N'ueva Espana, 12mo, 23 pp. with a table. I t has been reprinted in S'oc. Mex. 
Geog., Boletin, ii. 75-83. The facts therein are greatly confirmed by the 

I calculations made two years before by Cancelada in his Ruina de la Nueva 
Espana, Cádiz, 1811, I2mo, 84 pp. But iu this the estimate for towns and 
mming camps has falien too low, being placed merely a t 55 and 97 respectively. 
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Jarge plantations and rich mines. Between them and 
the castes lay an immense gulf. To be of the former 
was to be of the noble race; to be of the latter was to 
be branded; and eager became the strife among the 
pr(^eny of caste admixtures to enroU themselves as 

I whites, the courts being frequently petitioned so to 
^ declare them.^ Such strife naturally led to many a 
^ severe discrimination against alHances that might 
i imperil the color Hne, and the regard for this was 
l significantly illustrated by the question which fre-
I quently could be heard during altercations: "Do you 
f consider yourself whiter than I?" 

Another gulf, less wide yet more dangerous to the 
nation, was formed by the government in granting 
the higher oíBces in state, army, and church almost 

[ exclusively to Spaniards born in Spain, a policy due 
.partly to long estabhshed system, partly to the better 
opportunity of claimants near the throne for obtain-
ing a hearing, but chiefly to jealousy of the more dis-
tant subjects whose occasional complaints supported 
by wealth and growing numbers often savored of dis-
loyalty, and whose very right to the country with its 
offices, acquired by their efforts as conquerors and 
colonists, made them appear dangerous,^ 

The natural result of such injustice was a bitter-
ness of feeling which manifested itself as early as the 
first decade of the conquest, when Cortés' soldiers saw 
the best offices and the choicest grants bestowed on 
men who had done nothing toward acquiring the rich 
domains, and who showed themselves unworthy and 

*' Thia legal whitewashing was conveyed in the rather ambiguous term, 
' que se tengan por blancos,' They may regard themselves as white, 

^Frequent remonstrances were made, notably in the representation by 
the city council of Mexico in 1792, which elicited decrees favorable to the cre-
oles, but these were either disregarded or oveiruled by the counsel of preju-
diced Spanish dignitaries, like Archbishop Haro, who suggested that American-
bom BUDJects should be kept at a distance, in humbler positions, and not fos-
tered in arrogance with lofty aspirations, The liberation of the United States 
was pointed to as a waming, According to Vetanct>ri, Derecho, 40, less than 
four per cent of the bishoprics iu America had been fíUed by creoíes during 
the first century of Spanish mle; by the end of the eighteenth century their 
proportion had increased to flfteen per cent, but chiefly of inferior sees. 
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dishonest. Frequent were the quarrels that resulted, 
leading often to bloodshed, and fostering a certain dis-
loyalty which became manifest during such episodes 
as the Cortés-Ávila conspiracy, the overthrow of 
Gelves, and the burning of the palace in 1692. The 
whites indeed early divided themselves into two na-
tional parties, the creoles, or native-born,^* and cha-
f)ctones or gachupines,'^ nicknames applied to those 
from Spain. 

Many viceroys took special care to smooth the 
ruffled feelings,'̂ ^ but this availed little against the 
insolence of the favored party and the measures of a 
distrusting government, at times blinded, at times 
clearl}^ revealing a disposition to sow discord so as to 
streiigthen itself at the expense of factions, This re-
fined policy was brought into play also among Indians, 
and to keep apart the dangerous negroes,'̂ ^ The party 
spirit raged with actual bitterness even among the 
religious orders, some provincias excluding creoles, 
others Europeans, from higher positions, and still 
others alternating or quafrelling when it came to the 
election of prelates, 

While the nickname for European Spaniards could 

^* From criollo, nursed, brought up, that is, on the new soil, 
''•'' According to the leamed professor Chimalpopocatl Galicia, this word is 

derived from cactli, Aztec for shoe, and tzopinia, to prick; as sho'wn in Mo-
Una, Vocabvlario. In combining words the Aztecs would drop or modify the 
last syllables, leaving cactzopin, he who pricks with the shoe, in allusion to 
the spur. Gachupin or Cachupin would be a natural corruption by Spaniards. 
This is the general version supported by Alaman, fíist. MeJ., i. 7, (Jluerra, 
Hist. Rev., i. 142, e t c , and others; but Ramirez, Hist. Dur., 78-9, is rather 
inclined to attribute the word to some corrupted term introduced by the 
creoles. Guerra traces chapeton from chapi, a Haitian word signifying a man 
from far off lands, but it is also likely to have been taken from the last two 
syllables of gachupin, with addition of the common ending ton. Gage, Voy., 
i. 201, states that it was applied only to the new-comers, who soon fell under 
the more general head of gachupin. While the names are of early date, as 
shown in Ilerrera, dec. v., lib. iv., cap. xii. e t c , and Garcilaso de la Vega, 
Coment. Reales, i., cap. 36, yet Indians in many parts called Spaniards for a 
long time Christians, till instructed not to apply a term indicating a religious 
distinction. Panes, Vireyes, MS., 81. 

®̂ Mancera commended a similar course to his successors. Itistmc Vireyes, 
259. 

" T h i s is revealed in the tenor of restrictive laws; and Gage, ubi sup., 
alludes to the effect; but Robertson, Hist. Am., ii. 368, is rather carried away 
by exaggerated deductions. 



CREOLE CEARACTERISTICS. 743 

hardly be offensive owing to' their superior position, 
the term creole did acquire a tinge of reproach from 
their indolent habits, and lack of sustained energy, 
which impeded them in competing with the enter-
prising immigrants in trade or industries, The latter 
were more precocious, but feU short in reflection and 
judgment; eager to do, they failed to execute, CHmate 
nad much to do with this, but the cause must partially 
be ascribed to their training as the children of rich or 
well-to-do men,̂ ^ with a superficial education which 
raised their pretensions above those of the toiler for 
fortune. They were spoiled by home indulgence. The 
frugaHty of the father disappeared; forethought and 
prudence were thrown to the winds; frivolity tainted 
even serious topics, and dissipation grew so fast that 
the saying, " the father a trader, the son a gentleman, 
the grandson a beggar," became general in appHcation. 
Associated with such characteristics the term creole 
was not courted; and latterly those to whom it applied 
began to affect the designation of Americans, uphold-
ing it with great pride afber a succession of reverses 
had lowered Spanish prestige in Europe, The educa-
tion of the daughters saved them from most of the 
vices which clung to the sons; they became admirable 
wives and kind mothers, though wanting in parental 
strictness, and they were generaUy rated superior to 
the men. 

Those who in early days under Cortés and sub-
sequent leaders assisted in subduing the coûntry, and 
thereupon retired to enjoy the reward of their toil on 
some encomienda, may be regarded as the founders of 
the leading creole aristocracy—miHtary adventurers 

*^Robertson attributes the cause wholly to enervating climate and govem-
ment policy, which broke the vigor of mind and led to luxurious indulgence, 
Buperstition and effeminacy; but Mexican 'writers will not admit climatic in-
fluence. Alaman dwells on bad training, Hist. Mej., i. 10 et seq., and Mora 
adds the restrictive laVs on advancement and education, Yet Feijoo wrote 
an ajrølogy to prove that premature decrepitude was not general among 
Americans, Ulloa, Voy. i., 27, e tc , hints at wider causes. See also Consu-
lado, Mem., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 363; Papdes Frandscanos, MS., serie i. 
tom. »• pt ' i' 31 etc. 
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though they were, and that of all grades, from hidalgo-
to artisan, sailor, and even criminal, and drawn chiefly 
from Castile, Estremadura, and Andalusia. In later 
times the in-wanderers came principally from Vizcaya, 
Catalonia, GaHcia, and the Santander mountains; they 
were young, of poor famiHes, frugal and industrious, 
superior in character even to the average Spaniard, 
and vastly surpassing in energy and steadiness the 
spoiled creoles. Business men recognized their value 
and employed them; they were prudent also, watched 
for opportunity, and soon embarked in enterprises 
on their own account, often marrying daughters of 
their principals. They became owners of plantations 
and mines, and the holders of municipal offices, form-
ing a sort of confederacy with the other Spaniards, the 
higher officials and judges, who numbered a propor-
tion of men both educated and of good families. Al-
though the mass of officials and traders were inferior 
to the prosperous creoles in requirements and man-
ners, and therefore objects of contempt, yet a ready 
adaptability soon enabled them to make amends; and 
since they were as a rule sure to advance in wealth 
and position, the women of the soil looked upon them 
with favor, thus adding jealousy to the many enmities 
entertained by creoles against the new-comers. Aware 
of their superior advantages, the latter returned the 
feeling in the form of contempt, which cut deeper than 
overt acts. The Spaniard soon became himself a creole, 
however, for he begat children against whom the ex-
asperated father might exclaim, "You are a creole 
and that accounts for it!"'® 

The influx of energetic men from the mother coun-
try could not under such circumstances have been 
otherwise than desirable, except in the case of officials, 
whose positions ought to have been shared more Hb-
eraUy with the children of the soil, as a matter of 
justice. Yet the government gave no impulse to emi-

"'Eres criolloy baata,' AUman, Hiat. Mt^., i. 10 et seq,; HumboUU, 
Eaaai PoL, i. 114, 136, etc. 
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gration, but rather hampered it with restrictions. A t 
one time none might go to the Indies without special 
permit from the king or the casa de contratacion. 
This relaxed for a while, and mere registration of 
name was demanded, so that a number of persons with 
Jewish, Moorish, Gypsy, and heretic blood sHpped 
out. Such leaven would not answer in America, there 
to threaten eruption among half-converted natives and 
reckless colonists; and so swom declarations were de-
manded from proposed adventurers; but it was soon 
found that the aílurements of the new country íre-
quently outweighed the fear of perjury, and henceforth 
the appHcant for passage must bring certifîcates from 
his native district to vouch for his social and religious 
standing.* The audiencias kept a record of the im-
migrants. Nevertheless a number of unregistered 
persons managed to enter, and severe laws were en-
acted against them, involving confiscation and eight 
years' service as soldiers, or transportation to the West 
Indies or Florida if married.** Such interlopers were 
called polizoneSy a name appHed as scurrilous to any 
foreigner. European was a term synonymous in New 
Spain with Spaniard, for the restrictions against for-
eigners allowed but a small number to gain entrance. 
They had either to be naturaHzed by a twenty years* 
residence in Spain, or Hve under surveillance with 
Hcense tiU naturalized.*' 

Special Hcenses were issued for traders to deal for a 
time at a port, and through their agency many not 
authorized managed to sHp into the country, so that 
decrees came every now and then for their expulsion,** 

^Reeop. de Ind., L 365 etc.; Sohrzano, L 397 etc; Aníunez, Mem. Com., 
307-25. 

si VagrantB were sent to the Philq>pine8. Beleiia, Recop., L 182, 284. 
** For 10 oat of the 20 years they must ownreal estate to the valae of 4,000 

dacatB, and be married to a Spamsh-bom subject, Their children were Span-
iards. 'Diey mnst give an inventory of their property, and infringement of 
the Uiw sent tbem to the Philippines. Id., IMl Forms of applicatioii íot 
migration and passport may be foond in Pcqtdea Ihimeiacanoa, MS., aérie L 
tom. L 261, and Ordenes de Coroma, MS., iL 159. 

"âiraMMa,7umicAo^MS.,l; Recop.de Ind.,L 166; MoiUemttyor,Svmano$, 
136-9. Portoguese were among those r^arded as fore gnaB, and at one 
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particularly in war times, Those who were married 
generally received permission to remain, They did 
not as a rule enjoy great favor, to judge by decrees to 
protect them from abuse,^ and it was only in later 
times, with the spread of French and English litera-
ture, that the better classes began to form comparisons 
in favor of hitherto despised Europeans, 

If torn by discord the white people in New Spain 
at the opening of the present century were neverthe-
less united in oppressing the lower orders, through 
whom they obtained wealth, and to a certain extent 
position, the Europeans being impelled to greater 
recklessness by want of syrapathy for a people and 
country strange to thein, and regarded only as a means 
to fortune, Indians, as the most remote in kinship, 
were oppressed more than others, We have seen 
how at first nearly all were distributed as serfs to 
labor on plantations, in mines, on roads, and in towns; 
how they were offcen torn from home and family, and 
dragged to a bitter death; how their complaints were 
carried by kind-hearted friars to the throne to evoke 
reforms—ineffective though they proved in only too 
many cases—and how they were gradually liberated 
frora the control of encomenderos and placed under 
crown agents, free to sell their labor to whom they 
pleased, Maltreatment now became comparatively 
rare, but oppression hardl}^ less cruel was practised 
by greedy ofíicials, who used their position to extort 
products and labor in return for useless articles. 
During their term of five years, some of these cor-
regidores and alcaldes mayores managed to rob their 

natives of other Spanish provinces than those of Castile, Leon, Aragon, Va-
lencia, Catalu a, and Navarre, were held as such so far as concemed the 
Indies. See regulations in Linage, Norte, i. 238 etc. One reason for official 
objections to foreigners lay in the impulse they gave to freemasonry, to which 
consideration is given in Farol, 314-28, and other works. 

'* Gaceta Mex., 1808, xviii. 557. In remote districts many could not grasp 
the fact that nations existed beyond the sea who were not Spanish, and where 
they did understand it such peoples were classed as very low, on the ground 
that only low strata in New Spain did not know Spanish, .as Humboldt ob-
serves. 
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protégés of as much as two hundred thousand pesos. 
With the creation of intendentes and subdelegates the 
infliction decreased, so that in general the Indian en-
joyed greater protection under royal than under re-
publican rule, when the peonage systeni reduced large 
numbers to practical serfdom. During the last period 
of colonial sway this enslavement was counteracted 
by the law, which annulled aiiy indebtedness exceed-
ing five pesos, and regulated the conduct of the em-
ployer.^^ 

While freed from bondage they were kept in pupil-
age. They were exempt from tithes and most other 
imposts exacted from the whites, but subject to trib-
ute. Fast days were reduced in their favor, and raar-
riage made more easy—so that they might yield more 
toilers; the church must lower its rates to them, and 
the inquisition withhold its dreaded fangs,̂ ® And all 
because they were held to possess less capacity than 
those with other blood infusion, The imputation 
must have been galling in the extreme to every raanly 
spirit aniong them, They must not idle, however,^' 
and under cover of this order the officials, aided by 
native alcaldes, managed ever to exercise a despotic 
control for personal advantage, Thus the laws for 
their protection were often used as weapons against 
them, They were gathered under compulsion into 
village communities, and kept apart from the other 
races, an isolation which could serve only to retard 
advancement, Here they worked land held in com-
mon and granted to them for life only,^ permanent 
ownership of land being rare among them, thus caus-
ing a lack of the chief inducement for economy, They 

86 "Whether in free labor, or when sent to forced labor for crime or debt. 
Cedtdario, MS., iii. 45-9; Reales Cedulas, MS., i. 183. In obrages, or freed 
labor, four months' advance was allowed. Bekfía, Recop., i. pt. ii. 77. Ne-
groes and castes could contract for any advance, and otherwise act freely as 
' abites y capaces.' 

*̂  As shown in the chapter on the church. 
" Regulations to this effect are to be found in Recop. de Ind., ii. 285, e tc , 

and a sjmopsis of privileges is to be found in Condlios Prov., 1555-65, 391, 
^^See the chapter on agriculture. 

''<• î MÉwwtwiii i' I" iiirrii-nwapi 
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were ordered to be at home, out of the street, by eight 
o'clock in wlnter and nine in summer, and attendance 
at church was compulsory under penalty of the lash 
and the prison,^ 

The secularization of missions served not to pro-
mote their welfare, for it gave a rather nominal free-
dom under a negligent curate, in lieu of the guardian 
care of a comparatively disinterested and unselfish friar 
who took a paternal delight in watching over his flock, 
Mining labor still fell chiefly to their share, even after 
they became free to dispose of themselves; and allured 
by gain they freely submitted to the destructive meth-
ods in vogue. The lack of beasts of burden, which 
they were as a rule too poor to purchase, forced them 
to toil as such. The prohibition against riding also 
restricted the acquisition of horses. They were more-
over forbidden to carry arms or to dress like Spaniards, 
These degrading and repressive measures were added 
to official tyranny to keep them poor, ignorant, and 
hunible; a policy dictated partly b}'̂  fear of their num-
ber, partly by caste jealousy; and so they remained 
the feet of the social body, 

Centuries of serfdom and humiliation had not failed 
to leave its stamp on the Indian's character, already 
moulded under the despotic rule of native emperors. 
Accustomed to servitude, he yields with hypocritical 
servility and deceitful timidity, and is naturally sus-
picious, yet without harboring any deep malice or 
cruel vindictiveness, The bloody features of his an-
cestral religion aro by no means an index to a cruel 
disposition, I t indicates rather a stolid indifference 
to suffering and occurrences; and although the out-
ward apathy is somewhat exaggerated, it veils no 
very sensitive feelings. This is shown by his taci-

"Gage relates some anecdotes conceming the method of Indian officials in 
hunting up negligent worshippers. Voy., ii. 67-250; Montemayor, Svmarios, 
15-16. Of course the rales for Indian conduct were occasionally relaxed or 
disregarded, as in the case of other races, yet less frequently, since so many 
persons existed, from alcalde and curate to subdelegate and intendente, who 
Bought to be officious. 
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turnity, his cold reasoning devoid of mobiHty and 
imagination. His look is gloomy, and a*general air 
of melancholy hangs over him; his very dance and 
music lack gayety; his song is lugubrious; yet the 
more vivacious woman can evoke a smUe which for 
sweetness belies the customary trait, and reveals a 
deep vein of gentleness that favors the attribute of 
patience under adversity, of fidelity and constancy. 
While rather chaste and frugal, he has not been trained 
in provident habits, and yields readily to the cup, 
though not more so than could be expected from per-
sons in his condition. H e shares in the general indo-
lence of his surroundings; and kept in ignorance, he 
yields readily to superstition, and incorporates puerile 
and ridiculous fancies and practices in his worship, im-
pressing the beholder with the idea that he is less 
intelligent than is really the case. Indeed, he is docile, 
and grasps any lessons easily enough, though not im-
pulsively; but he lacks creative power; his speech and 
writing are rather bare, and his art servile imitation. 
These defects are due in part to the lack of opportu-
tunity for development, and vary somewhat in differ-
ent parts of the country, where environment and 
change of condition have evolved characteristics that 
may stiU be classed as distinctively tribal.*" 

On the whole the Indian mind has not the breadth, 
strength, or subtilty of the European; and this was 
early intimated by the Spaniards in withholding from 

*"Many writers, 'with the beggarly idlers of the capital ever before them, 
have been led to exaggerate ms defects, calling him cunning, false, and 
vindictive, or pusillanimous and atrocîous, as Mancera "writes in Doc Inéd., 
xxi. 445, while sympathizing friars extol inordînately his 'virtues. Las Casas 
dwells on his ingenuity and goodness; Zumárraga on his chastity, favored 
indeed by stolidity of nature; Motolinia on his pradence and wide capa-
city for acquiring anything, and herein Clavigero agrees by declaring him 
fnlly as able as a Spaniard. Humboldt invests him 'with a natural logic, 
with a ready perception; Mora makes him persevering and temperate; and 
Alaman, Portilla, and others exhibit a non-committal descriptiou of txaits, 
Many of the contradictory attributes may be explained by the claim that In-
dian children are more precocious than whites, but the latter certainly attain 
a higher degree of matnrity, The Tlascaltecs held themselves i-ather high 
on the strength of the special privileges accorded them since the conqnest; a 
love for liti^tion augmented uieir poverty, The adjoining Cholulteca, 'with 
few claims to nobility, were more sober and prosperous. 

o— 
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them alone the term gente de razon, rational people, 
as unfit to hold office or to govem themselves. With 
the growth of education among the better class they 
attained to the superior designation of ladinos,*^ and 
laws opened the portal to civil and ecclesiastic offices, 
and to the orders; yet none but persons of great influ-
ence such as nobles managed to enter even the latter 
precincts. Certain few of the cacique class obtained 
military rank, but most of them had to rest content 
with petty municipal positions in the viUages, of which 
they made the most by claiming exemptions, or even 
tribute, and joining the officials in oppressing the rest. 
A large portion obtained only a nominal recognition 
of their rank as nobles, and merged otherwise in the 
mass with little or no distinction in dress, mode of 
Hfe, or attainments, affecting poverty even when rich. 
More conscious than the plebéians of the humUity 
heaped upon them, rather than be buffeted by the 
arrogant whites they preferred to hide among their 
own race, nursing there together with the remem-
brance of ancestral glories a slumbering hatred or 
tenacious aversion for the invaders and their insti-
tutions which contributed to check advancement.*^ 

The impression leffc by most writers on the Indian 
question is that of a race ground into the dust by op-
pression, but their material condition was affcer aU 
much better than that of the lowest classes in Europe, 
favored as they were by a beneficent nature which 
called for little of the exhaustive toil falling to the 
lot of the laborer in civiHzed Germany or England. 
In later colonial times the despotism of official or em-
ployer was rarely severe enough to evoke despair or 
lamentation, and indignation must be confined rather 
to the measures which restrained the Hberty and ad-

*^ Anciently applied in Spain to a person who knew a foreign tongue, and 
now given to a native who acquired Spanish, 

^^Arrangoiz, Hist. Mex., iii. app, 75, shows that thÍB feeling exiata even 
to-day, ancrthat many an Indian is by his viUage people shamed out of any 
attempt to adopt the babits of the superior race. The leamed Sig enza com-
ments on this feeling in 1691-2. Carta al Almirante, MS., 40-4. See alao 
Mex., Manifiesto ai Rey, 22, etc. 
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vancement of a race; and stamped it with ignominy.** 
Nevertheless race stigma was not nearly so severe 
as in the United States,** or even in British India, as 
shown by the constant intermarriage of the peoples, 
which formed a bond betweên them of ever-growing 
strength. A proof of the greater liberality in the 
south is furnished by the condition of the negroes. 
Originally imported as slaves, provision was made for 
their liberation by self-purchase, at a rate fixed by 
the courts, and without much consideration for the 
price paid by the owner, or their value to him, Pos-
sessed both of strength and energy, they readily 
availed themselves of the privilege; so that at the 
beginning of this century those in bondage could not 
have exceeded ten thousand,*^ congregated chiefly in 
the neighborhood of Vera Cruz and Acapulco. The 
introduction was Hmited in New Spain,** partly for 
political reasons, owing to their turbulent disposi-
tion.*^ The tráde lay in the hands of certain licensed 
firms.^ The privilege of purchasing their freedom 
indicates considerable liberty of action, so as to ac-
quire the necessary means. A number of laws were 
issued for their protection, giving orders that they 

^ It is the feeling we would entertain for a slave, happierthough he might 
be in servitude than aa a free man, Only too many 'writers on the topic have 
confined their studies to works like Sohrmno, De Ind. Ivre, of the seven-
teenth century, 'without considering the improvements since effected among 
Indians; but there are also more comprehensive investigators; and among 
them I notice with pleasure Jos6 Antonio Saco, who in Revista de Cuba, a 
most attractive and well edited review of Habana, contributes a series of 
articles on the encomienda system, which indicate much research and prom-
ise to be quite exhaustive, 

** It mnst be admitted, however, that the Indians of northem latitudes 
had not attained to the same high level of culture as in Mexico, so that inter-
course there could not be so reaidily entertained, 

*^ Some estimates reduce them to 6,000, including mulattoes and zamboa. 
^Humboldt estimates it at less than '/loo of the.export from AMca, Essai 

Pol., i. 130, 
" As shown in Hist. Mex., ii, 384-5, this series, and at the begiiming of 

thÍB volume. 
^Between 1664 and 1673 two Genoese had the sole contract and intro-

duced only four cargoes. Mancera, Instruc, in CoL Doc. Inéd., xxi. 465-7. 
In 1699 the Compatiia Real de Guinea del Reino de Portugal had an agent 
in New Spain for their trade. Reaies Cédtdas, MS., i. 103, Shortly after 
Frenchmen obtained the exclusive right to import slaves and established a 
factory at Vera Cruz in 1702; ten years later Englishmen tried the businees, 
and so the pri'vilege changed hands, In 1794 a tax of 6% was placed on money 
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should be housed, fed, and clothed just as weU as free 
laborers, and instructed in religion; tasks could not 
be imposed when under seventeen or over the seven-
tieth year, and the aged and sick had to be cared for. 
Branding was stopped in 1784.** The roU of free ne-
groes was swelled by means of a law of 1750 which 
conferred liberty on all slaves who escaped from the 
Dutch and English colonies, and adopted the Boman 
CathoHc religion; but they as well as the free negro 
admixtures were subject to tribute like the *irrationar 
Indians. 

The disadvantages under which Indians and negroes 
labored, applied also in a measure to mixed breeds, 
though less so to the mestizos. Although the latter 
were recognized as citizens and gente de razon in not 
being subject to the damning tribute, to restriction in 
ordinary dress or of movement, or to exemption from 
tithes, regular church fees, or the inquisition, yet the^ 
were almost whoUy excluded from civil, military, anc 
ecclesiastical offices, subject to forced labor in cases of 
crime,^ and to other disabilities, from which they 
could become free only by intermarriage with a supe-
rior race. In early days there was no hesitation about 
a union with the colored classes, owing to the infor-
mality of the first ties and to the almost entire lack 
of white women; and since the Indian maidens were 
only too eager to wed conquerors, the latter could 
choose from among the most select. Comparatively 
few Spanish women came over;^^ and so the mingHng 

jud goods exported for the purchase of negroes, Ordenea de Corona, MS,, vL 
K4. Sales of slaves are frequently recorded in Oaceta Mex., i.-x., and Diario 
Mex., i. et seq. Between 1807 and 1810 we f nd good servant girls of abov* 
20 years sold as low as 100 and 150 pesos. See also Ouerra, Hiti. Rev.,'. 
151-5, 

*'Bekiia, Recop., i. pt, iii, 74, 265, etc, For those in non-productiri 
iomestic service, a tax of $2 a year had to be paid, CeduUirio, MS,, lii. 98-ir4. 
Furtber regulations are given in Recop. de Ind., ii, 360-4, 539, etc. 

^ Spaniards enjoyed certain Qxemptiôn wherever the dignity of the ^hite 
race might be impenlled, Ordenea de Corvna, MS,, L 33, etc, 

^̂  Humboldt shows that less than ten per cent of the European Sp niah 
population at Mexico in 1803 were femalea, In the provincea tne proportíon 
must have been stíll smaller. 
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continued, though more and morc with raestizos, par-
ticularly with those who had grown white. While tlic 
intermarriage \\ ith darker mestizos caiiie to be more 
and more discountenanced by the higher clas.ses, alli-
ances with negro admixtures actually received a check 
from the law itself.̂ ^ This open stigma cast upon a 
race numbering nearly half a million, and that as late 
as 1805, was hardly a judicious measure. The negro 
classes for that matter had ever been subject to liraita-
tions as degrading as those applying to Indians. Even 
the sacred profession was wholly closed to theni; they 
must reside with recognized employers under penalty 
of being consigned to mines or contractors; and thc 
women could not wear silks, gold, and sirailar articles 
unless allied to whites. Yet this population ranked 
among the rnost useful in the country for its strength 
and energy. Aware of their superiority, they looked 
down on the Indians, and were not a little encourao-ed 
in this respect by the evident preference accorded 
them by female aborigines, who were allured also by 
their greater vivacity.^^ Slaveholders no doubt favored 
an inclination that increased their chattels witli such 
vigorous speciraens, superior also iii certain moral 
traits, for the latter possessed greater b(̂ ldi \ss, or 
rather audacity, zambos being niore vicious than niu-
lattoes. 

The creoles in particular were anxious to keep back 
intruders from the lower ranks, and to maintain the 
restrictions even against fairer mestizos, on the ground 
that their vindictiveness and arrogance might imperil 
the safety of Spaniards and the authority of the 
crown; not considering that as much or more peril lay 
in fostering the ignorance, misery, and hatred of an 
able and powerful class, ever growing stronger. The 
government nevertheless found it necessary to make 
certain concessions to the latter; yet these were not 

^•i Ceduiario, MS., i. 92. 
*8 I t is even said that they preferred them to Europeans. Humboldt, 

EssaiPoL, i. 94. 
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sufficient even to counteract the irritation created by 
certain other restrictive laws. 

One result of the efforts for maintaining caste dis-
tinction, togcther with the prevalence of indolent and 
iraprovidont Iiabits, was the comparative absence of 
a middlo class, so essential to the advaiicement of a 
country; and society could well be divided into rich 
and poor, noble and base, half-cultured and illiterate. 
This is readily understood from the concentration 
among the people of the wealth and refinement, and a 
iiiore glance at Mexico would confirm it with the ex-
trerae presented of nudity and glitter, grossne.ss and 
refinement, profusion and squalor. This was here the 
inore striking owiiig to the congregation of vagrants, 
beggars, and indigent sick, allured frora all quarters 
by the fanio of the capital for wealth, gorgeous dis-
plays, and liberality. 

A t the beginning of the century about one fifth of 
its inhabitants consisted of these classes known as za-
ragates, guachinangos, and 7:ar((midlos, the last being 
also termed léperos and corresponding to the lazzaroni 
of Naples; equally lazy and careless, but less vicious. 
Most of thera depended for a livelihood on labor, but 
this was liraited to a day or two in the week,.sufficient 
to procure thera a little food and liquor. The sky 
was their roof, and the bed their square mantle or 
blanket, which served also for alinost sole raiment. 
Dress gave theni indeed little concern, for as they lay 
basking in the sun the day long the covering was 
generally cast aside regardless of decency. Laws ex-
isted against such classes, and a special society had 
been formed, as we have seen, to discourage men-
dicancy and almsgiving, and provide for the deserv-
ing.^ 

'*This society was given control of the asylum for the poor, with power to 
deal summarily with all impostors and idlers. Bekfia, Recop., i. pt. iii. 203. 
Different decrees against vagabo ds arealso given in Zamora, Bih. Leg. UlL, 
vi. 173-8; Recop. de Ind., ii. 358-60. Males were to be sent to mines and 
plantations, females into fauúlies, children to asylums. 
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The other extreme was presented by the nobility 
of local origin; for that of Spain found no inducement 
to abandon the sunshine of the court for a barbarous 
colony, save on temporary official duty, Cortés was 
the first of this titled nobility, and ^the marquis' long 
remained a distinctive attribûte of him alone. In time, 
with the growing need of funds by the king, the re-
ward bestowed for distinguished military and diplo-
matic services was extended to those who chose to 
promote such service by the giffc of money, A t first 
this was somewhat cautiously bestowed, and limited 
to a cross of Santiago or Calatrava;^ but in the eigh-
teenth century almost any rich miner or trader might 
secure the title of marquis or count, or a military 
title,^ The ignorance, vulgarity, and want of irierit 
in the holder, subjected the title to ridicule, which, 
however, decreased as it grew older, The creation 
usually brought about an entail for its maintenance, 
a reservation of estate frequent enough among the 
old creole families,^'' The testamentary bond was not 
much respected, however, for the audiencias had power 
to'interfere with the property and even to authorize 
its sale,^^ and only too frequently the heirs squandered 
their fortune within two generations. 

i i 

i* 

The two great causes affecting population, disease 
and famine, obtained in New Spain with periodic fre-
quency and great virulence, owing to peculiar climatic 
conditions and national improvidence. The miasmatic 

55 Viceroy Mendoza re'vived the native order of tecuhtli, uot long after the 
conquest, in order to bind the Indian uobles. Carta, in Pacheco and Cárde-
nas, ii. 201-2. The order of Cárlos IIL was rather limited in distribution. 

66 A list of these from the conquest down to 1792 is given in Fonseca, fíist. 
Hac, iv. 249-53. In Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecks., i. 14, 107 e t c ; Morfi, 
Nobleza, 37 e t c ; Vireyes, Instrttc, serie i. pts. 5-6, 18-20 e tc , maybe found 
additional names, and i\̂  a later volume wiU figure a number of them. The 
census of 1790 mentions 44 persons at Mexico with nobility titles and 38 with 
knighthood. Oaz. Mex., v. 8. 

" Several of these mayorazgos existed with a rental of from 10,000 to 
60,000 pesos, chiefly held by the descendants of traders and miners, but also 
by those of conquerors and officials. Conde de Regla foimded several; two 
untitled sons were consoled with $700,000 each. AUiman, Hist. Méj., i. 17. 

^Providendas Reaies, MS., 25-6, 152-3; Cd. de Diarios, MS., 424. 
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coast lines formed an actual fever belt which could 
not fail to have a certain effect even beyondits liinits. 
StiII, the plateau, which contained the raass of the 
people, enjoyed as fine a cliinate as could be desired; 
and as the Indians with their frugal and more natural 
habits were a rather heálthy race, ordinary maladies 
and slighter ills did not greatly affect them, such as 
indigestion and accompanying troubles. Colds, acute 
fevors, pleurisy, catarrh, diarrhæa, and consumption 
did of courso havo their victiins, particularly with the 
increase of artificial habits araong the wealthier classes. 
Spasras aiid intermittent fevers were frequent on the 
coast,bilious fevers on the western sIopes,^^and measles, 
introduced shortly after the conquest, committed at 
tiraes extensive ravages.^'' Leprosy, known as San 
Lázaro's evil, existed, and had its special hospitals, 
the use of pork and chile being reckoned among in-
fluencing causes, and also uncleanliness and venereal 
diseases, although the latter were not very severe.^^ 

The great scourges were matlazahuatl, small-pox, 
yollow-fever, and famine, of which the first two inade 
seeraingly periodic visitations with desolating effects, 
and alraost exclusively aniong Indians, especially the 
raatlazahuatl. Of this little is known save tha t it bore 
a resemblance to yellow fever in its vomit symptoms, 
and raged with equal veheraence on the highland, 
both before and after the advent of the Spaniards. 
The most severe years were 1545 and 1576, when from 
800,000 to 2,000,000 persons perished, according to 
Torquemada. The years 1736-7 and 1761-2 were 
long reiueinbered for their inflictions.^^ Small-pox 

^̂  Degenerating into adynamic form. Humboldt, EssaiPoL, ii. 757. Cer-
tain marshes near Acapulco gave rise to cholera morbus. A common affliction 
was a sort of frenzy íollowed by al temate cold and heat, witli fits of laugh-
ter, weeping, and convulsions. St Anthony's fire was not uncommon, and 
apoplectic attacks, called iusultos. Estalla, xxvi. 299^300. At one time ap-
peared a disease called boUi, which infected through the breath; and num-
bered among its victims the great pbilanthropist, Conde de Valenciana. 

"ûAs Alegre relates, Hist. Comp. Jesus, iii. 233-4, and Guijo, Diario, i. 
428-9. 

6» 'Quizá por la benignidad delclima.' EstaiUt, xxvi. 288, 299. Concemmg 
its origin see Xative Races, ii. 594. 

** As referred to in this and the preceding volume. 
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VOMITO PRIETO AND OTHER SCOURGES. lOé 

was introduced in 1520 by one of Narvaez' vessels, 
and committed such havoc that many districts becarae 
almost depopulated. I ts recurrence may be placed at 
about every eighteenth year; and although later at-
tacks did not equal the first, yet they committed great 
havoc. Inoculation was introduced during the latter 
half of the eighteenth century,^^ but not properly 
made known, nor much appreciated; vaccination on 
the other hand received iinmediato acceptance. Vice-
roy Iturrigaray brought it with hira in 1803, as we 
have seen, and in the following year the special com-
mission frorn Spain secured its general application. 

Vomito prieto, the narae in New Spain for yellow-
fever, had at least this difference frora the matlazahuatl, 
that it was confined to the low-Iying coast, and seldora 
attacked those born in such regions; it gathered 
victiras chiefly among visitors from cooler cliraates, 
sometimcs every year during the hot term, sometimes 
with an intermission of several years, yet ever infusing 
terror among the fleets, so that both vessels and cara-
vans sought to avoid its dreaded hot-bed, the region 
of Vera Cruz, the west coast so far being free from 
!Ít.̂ * Arguments have been adduced to show that it 
was not known till the beginning of the eighteenth 
century,^^ but the records are probably at fault. I ts 
development depending on certain condition, as shown 
sufficiently in the preceding brief remarks, the growth 
from an ever present germ was gradual, the full effect 
appearing only in later tiraes. Who can gainsay that 
the sudden and extensive mortality recorded among 
arrivals at Vera Cruz even during the sixteenth cen-
fcury was not due to a form of this disease ? 

Famine cannot be classed as less destructive than 

' ' 'Alzate insistson attributing this to Doctor Morell, in 1779, Gacetas LiL, 
i. 365, but it appears to have been used here earlier. 

«* The deaths did not exceed 2,000 to 3,000 a year. From 1766 to ] 774 it did 
not appear. Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. G9, ii. 750 et seq. The people at Vera Cruz 
believed in a las once luncheon with stimulants to keep it off. Estalla, xxvii. 
300. 

** ' Mon era ivi conosciata avanti l'anno I7'2ô.' says that the learned Clavi-
gero, Storia Mess., i. 117, in which statement lie is widely followed. 

"« •a.iwwgiiiiiiriri »u\ímmimmÊÊÊmÊmm 
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epidemics; for while it may not kill so rapidly, the 
asthenic effect on population is even more injurious. 
In New Spain the causes for it existed in a fine sky 
and fertile soil, which fostered both indolence and 
improvidence; in a more than usual lack of meansfor 
coramunication by which to open markets for sur-
plus produce; and in the simple tastes of the masses, 
with little or no inducement to extend the range of 
agriculture. I t rieed not excite astonishment, there-
fore, when we learn tha t in 1784 alone three hundred 
thousand persons are supposed to have perished from 
hunger and its at tendant train. 

The practice of medicine was neither extensive nor 
well advanced, and the enipiric and superstitious 
mefchod of 'wise people' and quacks had îree sway; 
notably tlie Indian medicine-men, whose art was not 
disdained even by the superior class, despite the efforts 
of Spanish physicians to restrict it.̂ ^ A protomédico 
was early sent over froin Spain with power to super-
vise^' other members of the profession, and apothe-
caries to test their clrugs, and to coraounicate discov-
eries to and from the mother country, and later to 
exaraine candidates and grant certificates to practise. 
In 1621 a chair of surgery and anatoray was estab-
lished at the university of Mexico, and twenty-five 
years later the protoraédico office was combined with 
the professorship, forming the head of a raedical 
board with wide jurisdiction, including l a t e r the func-
tions of a board of health. A protoraédico-general 
came over at tiraes to carry out reforras, such as to 
exact a more thorough hospital course for surgeons, 
and a more thorough training for apothecaries 68 

66 Xhe attainments of the native doctors will be found described in Native 
Races, ii. 598 et seq., this series. 

*'See fíi'it. Mex., ii. '2.JI, this series. 
^Protomedicato, ]'indicacioit, I-I8. Four courses were required after 

1784. Belena, Recop., i. pt. iii. 126. Earlier regulations foi the profession 
may be founcí in Recop. delnd.; Monfcmayor, Svmarios, IG7-8; and other col-
lections. The Cesarean operation was well understood. Ccdulario, MS., iii. 
64-5. In 1790 tliere were in Mcxico 51 doctors, and "221 surgeons and barbers. 
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Treatment varied with the influence exercised by the^ 
different medical schools and sects, the asthenic sys-
tem being long in vogue, coupled with prophylactio 
measures. 

The abuse of bleeding, purging, and the like grew 
altogether excessive, with inordinate appHcation even 
to healthy persons, Adynamic forms were treated 
as inflammatory; and in prostration the crisis was pas-
sively awaited, With the propagation of the Bru-
nonian theory toward the end of the last century,the 
profession awoke to the faults of the prevailing sys-
tem which had cost so many lives; and now a head--
long reaction set in which had at least the effect of 
directing to more independent study, and to diminish 
somewhat the reliance on unaided prayers, appeals 
for saintly interfêrence,^ and superstitious mummery. 
The aboriginal vapor bath ever remained a favorite 
remedy,^° the health-giving qualities of mineral and 
hot springs were recognized, and also the beneficial 
effects of change of climate.^^ 

Hospitals were founded at Mexico by Cortés, 
and the early friars and royalty took an interest 
in their extension, a law of 1541 ordering them to 
be established in all Spanish and Indian towns,''^ 
which was in a measure carried out. By decree of 
1540, an institution existing at Mexico was trans-
formed into the famous Royal Hospital, with an 
encomienda for its support.^^ This grant received 

Oacda Mex., v, 8, The last two offices were often combined at this period, 
In other parts medical men were scarce, and Yucatan does not appear to have 
had one till about 1710. 

«'In Ouijo, Diario, i. 428-9, and similar chronicles, are given instances 
of the common recourse to the saints and to religious rites. In fluxion, the 
women used to tie a handkerchief to the hair on one side of the head, and in 
certain cases round the forehead, the color of the bandage being duly con-
sidered. Estaila, xxvî. 302. 

'"As described in Native Races, iL 595-6. 
T̂ As Herrera already indicated. dec iii. lib. iii. cap. ix, 
''^Recop. delnd., i, 23, As reconunended by the royal council in 1533. 

Pacheco and Cdrdenas, CoL Doc, xii. 135. 
"Copies of decrees in Ramirez, Doc, MS., 10-221. The fotinding has 

been a mooted questioii, some like Fonseca placing it much later. This 
Cabrera, Escudo, 396, e tc , seeks to disprove in an elaborate argument, al-
though he himself merely hovers round the trae fact. 

J 
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additions at different times, notably from the tax of 
half a real on every Indian tributary, for whom the 
institution was intended.^* Furthermore, several spe-
cial and general hospitals were erected in the capital, 
Cabrera describing nine in the middle of the last 
century, without counting private establishments;^" 
three were added by the beginning of the present 
cycle. Of these, three were cared for by the three 
charity orders of San Juan de Dios, San Hipôlito, and 
the Bethlehemites, whose labors extended over the 
whole country, wherever the need for their special aid 
called them, and their means permitted the founding 
of hospitals.'^ Mexico preponderated greatly, how-
ever, in the number both of hospitals and other 
benevolent institutions; to them the indigent sick and 
needy congregated from afar, and also the rich, who 
here found the best doctors and care.^^ 

Three of the hospitals were for the insane, a Mag-
dalen asylum existed since the seventeenth century,and 
orphan asylums may.be said to date from the time when 
Cortés opened his palace to a number of noble maidens 
and the early missionaries began to care for neglected 
children. Begular establishments to this end soon 
became numerous under royal, reHgious, and private 
patronage, with special attention to foundlings. The 
consideration for these castaway waifs was singularly 

'*Thc history of this tax is given in Fonseca, Hist. Hac, vi, 199 et seí;̂ ,, 
-together with rales for the hospitals. The income of the Royal Hospital m 
1808 reached 40,000 pesos. Zamora, Bib. Leg. UlL, iii, 529-30, 

'* One attended more particularly to ecclesiastics; another to venereal dia-
eases, a third to leprosy, a fourth to St. Anthony's fire, and so forth, Cabrera, 
Escudo, 82, 396 et seq. The viceroys gave them special attention and sug-
^ested reforms as instanced in the Rdacion of Mendoza, in Pacheco and Cár-
denas, CoL Doc, vi. 497, and the Instmccion oí Revilla Gigedo, MS., L 33-7, 
and Azanza, MS., 67-9; the chroniclers Motolinia, Mendieta, Torquemada, 
Vetancurt, Beaumont, Villa-Se&or, and others speak freely of them, the latter 
«8pecially alluding to them in every town; and in the series of Oaceta de 
Mex., and Diario de Mex., are constant reports of their operations, 

'* For the history of these orders I refer the reader to the epoch when they 
were founded or introduced. The Bethlehemite hospital at Mexico waa for 
convalescents; the Hipúlito for lunatics. 

"This feature, together ^with the number of ecclesiastics and idle peopl* 
-without family ties, explains the small number of births as comparea witk 
deaths, so misleading to the carelesa student. 

http://may.be
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marked. The king issued decrees declaring that they 
should all be held legitimate before the law, and more-
over enjoy the same exemption from shameful punish-
ments as those of gentle birth on the ground that they 
might be of noble blood,̂ ^ a measure no doubt credita-
ble to the heart of the prince, but questionable in its 
bearing on morality. Prominent among the benevo-
lent institutions of the capital was the asylum for the 
poor opened in 1774, a huge establishment with a train-
ing school for the useful arts, with public and private 
reformatory, refuge, and lying-in departments;'^ also 
the Monte de Piedad, or public pawnshop, founded in 
1775 by Conde de Regla with a giffc of three hundred 
thousand pesos,^ 

I t would be difficult to find another city so richly 
endowed by benevolence as Mexico. To this con-
tributed no doubt the congregation there of wealthy 
people, some the possessors of seemingly inexhaustible 
mines, and with comparatively few means for invest-
ment; but the explanation lies mainly in the indolence, 
improvidence, and impulsiveness of the people, traits 
closely allied to generosity and sympathy; yet it does 
not require these evidences to indicate that the Mex-
icans are kind-hearted. The Boman Catholic religion 
also fosters a less selfish sentiment than the colder 
reasoning creeds of Protestantism.^^ 

Reverence for the dead was also more marked 
among this warm-hearted though volatile people, and 

''^Ceduiario, MS,, i. 55-6; Mex., Prov. Dioces., MS., 189-90. Theregu-
lations for the royal asylum, which in 1803 contained 213 children, are given 
in Nunez, Ccmstit. de kt Real Casa dd Sefíor S. Joseph, Mex. (1775), 8vo, 60 
pages; Alegre, Hist. Comp. Jestts, iii. 239. 

'•Its different features are fully explained inDubUin, Leg. Mex., i. 307-13; 
Diario Mex., iii, 261-8; iv, 45-7; vL 294-6, I t was founded by a church dig-
nitary with royal aid, 

** Under royal patronage; a charge of three per cent was made on loana. 
Bdena, Recop., i. pt, iii, 255-6, 

^''Among the philanthropista of New Spain are the condes of Basaoco, 
Valenciana, and Regla, the marquises of San Francisco and San Cristôbal, 
and workers like Andrés de Carbajal, who gave to the poor more than 
$2,000,000 during his life, besides founding colleges and other institutiona. 
Daring epidemica the wetdthy 'vied with al)enevolent clergy in distributing 

-r-mS^ 



762 SOCIETY. 

funerals were pompous; the mourning was deep and 
of long duration. Indeed, the king found it necessary 
to interfere in more than one decree with the reckless 
extravagance in this respect that must prove a serious 
burden to many. The draping of the church and 
house was Hmited to the coffin vault and the widow's 
reception room; candles or torches were reduced to 
about a dozen, coaches forbidden for the funeral pro-
cession, and the funeral dress was prescribed to nar-
row forms. Mourning should be worn for not more 
than six months, and only for nearer relatives, not 
by servants of the family.®^ The fees of the clergy 
for the neeessary masses, toUing of bells, and other 
ceremonies, also suffered a reduction.^^ These like 
other regulations were either overruled or fell into 
disuse, and had to be repeated with different modifi-
cations,^ and with indifferent result, A peculiar feat-
ure was the rejoicing which attended the funeral of a 
child, with singing, drinking, and dancing, in token of 
gladness over its incorporation among the angels while 
yet uncorrupted. Cemeteries beyond the limits of the 
towns were rare before the time of ReviIIa Gigedo, 
who urged their formation on sanitary grounds, but 
it required special royal and ecclesiastic orders to en-
force the measure.^ 

I t did not require much effort to sustain life in so 
sunny a clime, where the masses were content to sub-

food and medicine, An association called the Junta de Caridad was latterly 
active in relieving the poor by a judicious system which had for its aim to 
discourage indiscriminate charity, and the consequent dismissal ot the pest 
of beggars infesting the capital. Diario, Mex., iv. 368-74. A royal decree 
sought to regulate bequests by recommending that preference should be given 
to the people or church of the district where the testator had lived and ac-
quired his means. Recop. de I'nd., i. 155, 

8* Even for royalty the servants in afamily were not to wear the mouming 
expected from the master. Ordenesdekt Corona, MS., iii, 65-7; BelefUt, Recop., 
i. pt, iii. 221-2; Oonzaîez DávUa, TeatroEcka., i. 134, 

^ And here papal ordinances came to aupport the decree, Mordli, Faati 
'Novi Orbia, 348-9, 

8* Cedulario, MS,, iii. 188-92. For a deacription of a pompous funeral I 
refer the reader to the opening chapter of thia volnme. 

'^AB early aa 1554 burying-grounds diatant from churchea were ordered to 
be set apart for the poor, to whom removal to the temple might prove too 



MEALS AND DISHES, 763 

fiist on stewed frijoles or brown beans, and tortUla, 
the plain hot maize cakes, seasoned with a pepper 
sauce of chile, varying occasionally with a maize por-
ridge caUed atoUi, similarly seasoned, These Indian 
dishes^ appeared also on the tables of the higher 
classes, as adjuncts, for with them both meals and 
dishes were numerous. They began the day with 
chocolate, thin, foaming, and flavored with vaniUa or 
other ingredients, and taken with cake and fruit, a 
refreshment indulged in by the women at frequent 
intervals.®' 

The regular breakfast with meats and other sub-
stantial dishes came a little later. In some parts a las 
once, wine or liquor with cake, or other light food, was 
taken before the'heavy noon meal, with its soup, sopa, 
cooked rice or roasted bread with melted fat, puchero, 
equivalent to the Spanish oUa podrida, a mixture of 
different meats and vegetables,^ supported by plainer 
dishes, including the frijoles with fresh cheese, and 
followed by the excessively sweet preserves and con-
fectionery. Ho t tortillas were served throughout the 
meal instead of bread, although this lay on the table. 
Wine or water was seldom taken till after eating. 
The siesta lasted tiU four o'clock. Toward dusk was 
laid a Hghter meal, and chocolate with sweets and 
other drinks, or even tamales, meat pies, served for 
supper.*^ 

costly. Recop. de Ind., i. 155-8, The first remote cemetery opened at Revilla 
Gigedo's instance was at Vera Cruz in 1790, Puebla followed the example 
in the following year, but Mexico delayed longer. RevUUi Gigedo, Instrttc, 
48-52. Distinguished persons were not supposed to be consigned beyond the 
church preciucts, but decrees of 1813-14 abolished this exemption. Mex., 
Prov. Dioces., MS., 490-1, 

"•Described in Native Races, iL 354 et seq,, this series. 
^'Gage relates that they used even to táke it during mass at church, 

pleading the need of sustenance. In Chiapas a bishop attempted to stop the 
cnatom, but only evoked hostility which resulted in his death by poisoning, 
Thenceforth it became a saying: Beware of the Chiapas chocolate. Voy., ii. 
165-70. 

'B Most Eiuropean vegetables were used, but veal and butter rarely. 
*'EstaIla, xx'vi. 301-2, rightly attributes much decrepitude to this exces-

8Íve indulgence, and declares that this together with the climate made women 
of 30 appear as old as those of 50 in Spain, See also Pike, Exphr., 373-4, 
Hnmbâdt gives a list of the staple food of Mexico, aud shows tiiat tiiis city 
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This excess, in a climate demanding comparatively 
Httle sustenance, could hardly be said to extend to 
drinking, although a good deal of liquor was con-
sumed, and although the frequent laws against intoxi-
cation might lead to this belief. The Indians were 
certainly addicted to the fermented Hquors prepared 
from the maguey and the sugar-cane, but drunkards 
were not numerous.* In its pure state the favorite 
pulque, which had to be drunk the day after its brew-
ing, was less intoxicating than grape wine; but the 
desire to preserve it, and the longing for something 
stronger, caused it to be adulterated with different 
preparations,®^ and against this abuse the laws were 
niore especially directed.*^ The higher classes, deem-
ing these drinks unfashionable, patronized grape wine 
from Spain, the introduction of which increased as 
the Brunonian medical theory came in vogue. 

Dress in New Spain at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century served to mark the classes, not alone 
by its abundance and quality, but by its distinctive 
features for different professions and ranks. Thus the 
official, the judge, the doctor, the barber, could be 
recognized by their hats, capes, coUars, cuffs, sword, 
and the like; and so with the humble classes and 
Indians, the latter being restricted to their peculiar 
covering,** which must not be adopted by even the 
lower mixed breeds. Nevertheless the simple mxxxtlif 

oonsnmed more meat per head than Paris, although the large Indian popnlar 
tion hardly ever touched this article; the bread consumption was slightiy len 
tban in Paris, His estimates show that f72 was expended on the fooa and 
clothing of a laborer's family in the hot regions, and $20 less on the plateao. 
One third of the colored classea expendâ $300 a year. Essai Pol., L 110, 
198, etc. The last observation may explain the peculiaríty in the preceding 
figures. 

"̂  Three daya in the atreet-cleaning gang waa one of the pnmahmenta, 
'̂  See Native Races, ii. 359, this series, 
•* The wine-shops were reduced in number, their hours limited, a spedal 

body was formed to supervise the enforcement of Uquor lawa—A«ml/Uit 
Instrtíc, MS,, 32-4, dwells on thia measure—and other ateps were taken •* 
different timea, often dictated by excessive pradence, and of little valne, eZ' 
oept as regards the adnlteration. 

** For which I refer the reader to the Native Bacea, iL 363 et seq. 
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or short cotton drawers, with the straw hat, and 
sq[uare mantle, were widely encroached upon, with a 
disregard for decency that was particularly striking 
and objectionable in the large towns, and evoked sev-
eral decrees with the usual ineffectiveness. ReviUa 
Gigedo took a more energetic course in compelling 
the numerous workmen in pubHc factories and depart-
ments to adopt a better dress, consisting of shirt, vest, 
and chupa, a linen coat similar in form to our dress 
coat; also trousers, shoes, and socks. None might join 
in public meetings or processions covered in mantle 
or serape.^ 

Those with means, whether white or of mixed 
blood, were naturaUy impeUed by the common class 
vanity to distinguish themselves from the poor by an 

li I extravagant display which again provoked frequent 
f repressive edicts, as instauced already in the time of 

the first audiencias,'^ Whatever effect these may 
have had for the time, the pent-up love for finery 
burst forth with strength renewed by its momen-
tary check, and Gage describes how those stand-
ing examples of humility, the religious and curates, 
salHcd forth in state to reprove sinners, H e saw a 
"Frier of the Cloister riding with his laokey-boy by 
his side, upon a good gelding, with his long habit 
tucked up to his girdle, making shew of a fine silk 
Orange-colour Stockin upon his legs, and a neat Cor-
dovan shoe upon his foot, with a fine HoUand pair of 
Drawers, with a lace three inches broad at knee." 
H e speaks of other fiiars "under whose broad sleeves 
we could perceive their Doublets quilted with silk, 
and at their wrists the Laces of their HoUand shirts."^ 

The characteristic dress of the people can be recog-
nized in that of the different provinces of Spain, as 

** Even Indiana conld adopt this new regnlation, issned in 1799, although 
it waa not compnlsory with them, Diario, Mex., vL 262-72; Zamora, Bib. 
Leg. UU., iii. 3^-4; ReviUa Oigech, Inatruc, 58; MaUrat. de Indios, MS., 
pt, xviiL 14; Bdena, Recop., L pt. iiL 111, etc 

»And as spoken of by early officials in Florida, Cal. Doc, 120-1; Ter-
naux-Compaaa, Voy., sérieiL tom. V.J233-4; Herrera, dec vi, lib. viL cap. -vi. 

'^New Survey, 57. 
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described in the introduction to my History of Centi^ 
America,^^ the shielding capa and mantilla, for the re-
spective sexes, being also here the striking feature. 
Among men prevaiTed the broad-brimmed hat with 
low crown, shirt with wide coUar loosely bound by a 
bright necktie, gaudy vest, and short jacket, knee-
breeches with leggings, or long trousers open on the 
outer side below the knee, and provided with rows 

'of metal buttons and displaying the white drawers. 
Beaching only to the hips, the trousers, often with 
flaps thrown back, allowed a glimpse of the many-
colored sash which bound the drawers and hung in a 
knot behind from under the jacket. Each of these 
vestments, from hat to leggings, was braided and 
embroided with silk, according to the wealth of the 
wearer and the skill and devotion of the wife or mis-
tress. I t was only too common to invest all surplus 
means on these decorations, and to combine them with 
superior fabrics. When travelling a serape or manga 
was used, consisting of an oblong or square blanket 
with a slit in the center through which the head was 
passed. The dress of women appeared less complex, 
and included a chemise, with woollen or starched 
muslin skirt, and the smail rehozo shawl which hung 
from the head over the shoulder, with one end flung 
across the bosom to the opposite shoulder, and high 
enough to cover the lower half of the face. Bodices 
and jackets more or less gaudy were added according 
to the occasion; then there were glittering glass beads 
for the neck, and satin shoes for the bare feet. Silk 
and velvet were widely used, and rich embroidery and 
braiding like those of the men, a favorite gala-covering 
being a shawl called hatas, so stiff with this embroi-
dery as to stand erect. Variegated sashes could be 
seen everywhere, and bright colors prevailed among 
the upper classes; except in the more substantial arti-

» 7 Î ' i, 39, et aeq,, and as given in MenonvîUe, Voy., i. 105, etc,; Oage, Voy., L 
202-3; Eataila, xxvi. 306; Pike'aExpUn-., 372; WaUm, iL 301; Realea Ordenee, 
iv, 407. 
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cles of dress, which were generally black, the Indians 
adhered to the quieter blue, Latterly the European 
fashions received more attention among the wealthy, 
but ever combined with an excessive parade of jewelry 
and a frequent change of attire, Even the men affected 
jewelry, and often sprinkled their apparel and belong-
ings with diamonds. Particular pride was taken in the 
abundant black hair, which the woraen wore exceed-
ingly long, even to the feet, often loose, but generally 
in broad plaits, with floral and other more elaborate 
adornments that formed as a rule its sole covering 
even when they w^ent abroad. Indian males allowed 
their hair to reach the shoulder, and regarded its cur-
tailment as a disgrace. 

While the bath was general enough,^^ the women 
cannot be accused of excessive tidiness; a slovenly 
appearance too offcen prevailed araong the better 
classes during the morning hours, and among the rest 
during the week days, inanifesting itself especially in 
uncorabed hair and stale oily cosmetics, but covered 
as well as fostered by the all-shielding mantilla or 
shawl. Another not exactly attractive feature was 
the prevalence of smoking among the fair sex, even 
in public assemblies; and yet they sought to dissirau-
late on this point, especially before parents, in the 
presence of whora it was considered disrespectful to 
display the cigarette. 

GIoss seemed to cover alraost everything. A legal 
whitening covered the aboriginal admixture in the 
veins; a title the horny hand or stigma of tradesman; 
a showy dress or shielding mantle the negligence 
beneath; a few shallow acquirements the lack of edu-
cation; a self-deceptive egotism the absence of pro-
fundity; a lightsome smile and sympathetic tone the 
lurking love for such barbaric sports as bull and cock 

**'La sequedad del clima los hace tambien precisos con mucha frecuencia.' 
ReviUa GHgedo, Instruc, 58. Owing to a lack of change of underclothing, or 
of drawers and shirt, it was common for the family to resort to the riyer or 
lake a t intervals, and while the wife washed for the husband and children 
they awaited the operation wrapped in their mantles. 

'ams ii ^.. 
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I 

fighting; oppressive social ceremonies the want of 
more elevating means for intercourse. After all, there 
was nothing harmful beneath this simulation, nothing 
more than that covered by the politeness of society 
which hides the disagreeable in order to promote the 
happiness of all concerned, In this case the gloss 
covered crudities which a really kind disposition 
served greatly to excuse, Belaxing somewhat from 
the proud dignity of the Spanish ancestor, the creole 
intensified his proverbial courtesy and decorum tiU 
they became tiresome, In sprightliness of spirit, volu-
bility, and neatness of manner both he and the mestizo 
resembled the French, whom they began to copy, 

^ without possessing their ability or innate taste. 
While not to be classed as beautiful the women of 

New Spain possessed a confiding and affectionate 
disposition which was most alluring; add to this a 
bright eye, a pretty arm, and a small foot indicative 
of a fine figure, and they need not complain of nature*s 
gifts. Those of Puebla and Sonora were even famed 
for beauty. The lack of education extended among 
all classes, and even the smattering of music, drawing, 
and cognate arts was denied domestic life until of 
late. The cultivation of the passions was paramount; 
and thus taught they abandoned themselves to frivoli-
ties, to dress and blandishments; but, while guarded 
by formalities similar to those which protected their 
sisters in Spain, these forms, like the laws in general, 
were less strictly enforced. Social and legal class and 
caste restrictions in New Spain, as well as certain 
habits, tended rather to foster a lax feeling and con-
duct, and where the curate, vowed to celibacy and 
chastity, openly recognized his progeny, the flock could 
hardly be blamed for following the example.^ 

The young people knew little or nothing of the 

" I have already commented on the loose ideas in thia reapect prevalent in 
Spain. Hist. Ceni. Am., i. 54, etc, this series. Regulationa existed forre-
Btiicting illicit love, for the compnlsory reunion of absent huabanda with their 
wivea, and similar measures, Recop. de Ind., ii, 355, 380, etc, But what 
availed theae against tacit permiaaion and fostéring cauaes? Mora, Hiat. Bev., 
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bliss connected with courtship, for the opportunity 
was withheld, or spoiled by the congealing presence 
of a duena; but then marriage took place so much 
earlier. According to Navarro the number of persons 
joined in matrimony before the age of sixteen was 
16.27 in 1000, a proportion due chiefly to the climate, 
but also to food, and to interested encouragement 
from ecclesiastic and civil officers.̂ "" The courtesy of 
the men and the affectionate disposition of the womeii 
tended toward a happy family relation, which was 
increased by the ever respectful obedience of the 
children, manifested by such acts as abstaining from 
smoking in the parental presence, and by the require-

^ 1 ment of the parents' consent to the marriage of a son 
•̂ "f I even when past the age of twenty-five.^°^ 
^ This happy intercourse depended wholly on char-

» f acter; for no systematic or strict training was brought 
to bear upon the youthful mind, and few of the cher-
ished comforts and conveniences of a northern home 
existed in this southern clime to strengthen the family 

111» . bond, unless we seek it in such features as the shaded 
courts of the superior houses, cooled by playing foun-
tains, and in the comparatively small number of at-
tractions beyond their precincts. The apartments 
surrounding the court^"^ were poorly and deficiently 
furnished, more attention evidently being paid to 
carpets, pictures, and fancy articles for show than to 
useful things. The comparative abundance of table 
plate was due as much to the difficulty of introducing 

i. 135-8, seeks to palliate these defects by attributing them to a faulty train-
ing. ^he decade following the Independence brought about a radical reform 
he declares. 

^""Marriage regulations are set forth in Nunez de Haro, Edido, Mex. 1779, 
1-30; Mex., Protnd. Diocesa ias, MS., passim; Providencias Reaies, MS., 197, 
285, etc. The last authority treats of marriage and the separate property 
of women. Navarro, Mem., 22-3, 

1"! If withheld, the judge could interfere, however, Bdena, Recop., i. pt. 
iii, 186, Tatita and nanita were the affectionate terms for father and mother; 
the latter often called the daughter hermanita, Httle sister, Estaila, xxvi, 
341, 379-80. 

101 ̂ Q^ unlike the arrangement in the houses of aboriginal Mexico, as de-
scribed in Native Races, ii, 570-1. 
/prj' HI8X. MSX., VOl. m , tâ 
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chinaware as to ostentation, The native pottery 
M̂ as hardly deemed sufficiently good for the banquet-
table. 

The dwelHng-houses on the plateau were usually 
of adobes, or sun-dried bricks, with a flat cement roof, 
containing one large room, sala, the general reception 
and living apartment, a bedroom, and a kitchen. 
The sala had seldom more than one paneless window, 
as a rule not toward the street, and this was gen-
erally closed with a shutter, so that Hght came 
from the door, which opened direct upon the street.^"' 
While the walls shone with lustrous whiteness, the 
ceiling disclosed the bare beams, and the floor con-
sisted either of cemônt or bricks. A t one end of the 
sala extended a rough carpet, bordered along the 
walls with low cushioned benches, elsewhere a few 
chairs. In some of the corners stood small gilded 
tables supporting candlesticks and porcelain figures, 
arid the walls were relieved with a few gaudy pic-
tures or images of saints, the madonna figure with 
its burning light in front being accorded the place of 
honor. 

Dwellings among the lower classes descended the 
scale until they reached the common standard in the 
hot region of a cane hut thatched with palm leaves 
and provided with a portico, but without windows, 
for the wide chinks between the canes of the wall ad-
mitted both light and air. I ts one room served for 
the whole family, w4th pigs and poultry, and it was 
but occasionally that a partition appeared in one 
corner, The bed consisted of a rush or palm-leaf mat, 
sometimes raised on a framework of canes, on which 
the women would sit cross-legged during the leisuie 
moments of the day, This and the earthenware, with 
the stone for grinding maize, and the saint images, 
comprised the furniture, for even a bench was deemed 

"^Even the rarer two-story buildings had faw 'windows in the upper 
story, the door opening on the balcony serving chiefly to admit light. "Wnere 
appropriate timber abounded, shingles and other wood work entered moi'o 
freely into the constraction. 
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unnecessary,i°* Yet in the poorest households hospi-
tality was extended to any one with a profusion and 
good-will that seemed religious in its universality. 

The light-hearted disposition of the people was best 
manifested at their numerous and spirited festivities, 
connected principally with the church, but multiplied 
by holidays in honor of birthdays ánd other incidents 
pertaining to the royal family; on the occasion of good 
news, and on the birthday of the viceroy there was 
likewise rejoicing.̂ '̂ ^ Nearly all these were celebrated 
with processions, bell-ringing, bull-fights, balls, fire-
works, and general merriment. On royal birthdays 
the ceremonies began with solemn mass, attende<l by 
the official bodies, and were followed by a public re-
ception at the viceregal palace, where the hand of the 
ruler was kissed by the different bodies, in prescribed 
order of precedence. Meanwhile artillery salvos re-
sounded, and in the affcernoon a promenade in coaches 
and on horseback was made by the leading personages 
in the alameda of Mexico.^"^ 

This afternoon promenade was for that matter a 
daily feature, which gave the best opportunity for 
displays of toilets and wealth. Hundreds of the 
heavy springless coaches of the time,̂ "^ covered and 
embellished with profuse designs, then rolled slowly 

10* Even rich Indians seldom made an effort to rise above the poor neigh-
bor in comforts. Alzate, Gazeta Lit., ii. 99; Estcdla, xxvi. 307; Ward's Mex., 
ii. 179-80; Pike's Exphr., 373. While beuches or chaírs were provided in 
the churches for certain classes of men, the women had to sit humbly on the 
floor, with or without mats. 

105 -poT the tribunals the holidays extended over easter, the week preced-
ît, and CBiristmas, ash-Wednesday, and two camival days preceding, and 
over 30 other days, chiefly of saints. Ordenes de Corona, 1747-50, MS., 
i. 42-3. In Ouijo, Diario, L, passim, and Robks, Diario, are indicated a 
number of casual festivals. Reaies Ordenes, iv. 375-6. 

108 As prescribed in Ordenes de Corona, MS., v. 113-15. 
lO'' Curtains were at one time used instead of doors. Latterly English ve-

hicles came into vogue. Estalla alludes to the frequent sight of incomplete 
livery, a half-naked coachman with one boot, and so forth. More than onco 
coaches had been forbidden in connection with other sumptuary restrictions, 
but this served only as a momentary check, and in 1785 the capital had 637 
with an average of 4 or 5 servants attending. VilUtrrod, Enferm. Pub., 103. 
Gage claims that in his time, 1625, there were about 2,000, Voy., i. 213, but 
this is a mere guess. 

gjíiQîiiiiyjfigrpi 
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down the avenue, drawn by two or four horses or 
mules, and attended by servants in conspicuous livory, 
generally negro slaves, some walking, some seated. 
AVitbin sat the ladies in rich evening dress, without 
veil or head-covoring, and glittering with jewels, ex-
changing glances or greetings with those passing them. 
Li t te rs could be seen on the sides; and high above 
the throng, between the two lines of carriages, were 
prancing steeds whose riders were seated in saddles 
stamped, gilded, or even embossed in massive gold or 
silver, and forming one piece with the leather or fur 
covering tha t extended over the hind-quarters of the 
horse. The covering was embellished like the saddle, 
and fringed with dangling pieces of precious or cora-
mon metal which jingled at every step. The bridle 
was also heavily ornamented, and the rider still more 
adorned, in broad-briramed hat edged with gold or 
silver lace, his fur-trimraed and ernbroidered jacket, 
breeches with silver battons, starnped leather leggings, 
iraraense silver spurs, and inlaid whip, the whole rep-
resenting quite a fortune, and forming a picturesque 
feature, heightened by a display of the fine horseman-
ship for which the people are well known, especially 
in the northern provinces, A humbler imitation of 
this guise is still comraon in the country, Women 
ride chiefly on the right side of the animal, sometimes 
astride, or seated before the cavalier, 

Church festivals were exceedingly gorgeous at the 
capital and attracted people frora afar, stands being 
frequently erected for spectators on such occasions, 
while windows were rented at prices measured both 
by the length of the procession and the sacredness of 
the relics wherewith the clergy irapressed the eye 
and stiirod the eraotion, The privilege to partici-
pate and to carry sorae banner was much sought, and 
involved no little expense for costume and other ac-
ceoáories. '̂̂ ^ The sacred portion of the programme 

^o^Carrying the banner on August 13th, the anniversary of the capture of 
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over, the raultitude turned with haste to the profane 
cntertainraents, notably the bull-fight, for which one 
of the city squares was usually reserved;^°^ or to the 
boisterous arausements of the fair-ground with its 
garabling, cock-fighting, and other sports, conibined 
of course with drinking and other excesses glaringly 
in contrast to the solemnity of the day. 

Cock-fighting was a favorite sport araong all classos, 
and under its alluring excitement rich and poor, noble 
and beggar, freely mingled their shouts and bets."" 
While hardly any restrictions were iraposed on brutal 
pastiraes of this nature, garabling with dice, cards, and 
othcr implements was subject to a number of prolii-
bitions, which erabraced certain games of hazard, lim-
ited the stakes of a person to ten pesos de oro a day, 
and excluded frora any contact with the vice judges, 
aofents of raerchants, and sorae other classes.^^^ Safe-
guards were no doubt required araong a people with 
whorn the passion for gambling, so prevalent already 
aiTiong the Spaniards, was greatly intensified by a 
frivolous and impulsive nature; yet the government 
fostered it in another direction by extending royal 
patronage over lotteries. A n official institution of this 
kind was established in 1770, with fourteen drawings 
a year, and prizes ranging as high as twelve thousand 
pesos. Within fifteen years the government made a 
profit of over a million pesos."^ 

Fo r a people so addicted to the drama as the 
Spanish, and boasting such names as Lope de Vega and 

Mexico, devolved on a regidor, and was declined by many owing to the 
outlay required. 

î " In addition to the necessary stands for the occasion the windows of the 
houses around were controlled by the committee in charge. Belena, Recop., 
i. 161; ViIlaroel,Enferm. PoL, 86. 

"** At the instance of the archbishop the sport was forbidden in I6S8, and 
the revenue therefrom ordered to be drawn from other sources, with the usual 
result. Rohles, Diario, ii. 474, etc. Later the stakes were limited to a small 
amount. Recop. de Ind., ii. 218. But tbis served only the better to protect 
the dishonorable. Mu<co Mex., i. 284-6. In the time of ReviIIa Gigedo, In-
struc, 324-.J, it yielded a revenue to the crowm of $50,000. 

^^^'Recop. de Iiid.,ii. 3ô'2-3; Beleíia, Recop., i. pt. iii. 217; Estalla, xxvi. 377; 
Concilios Prov., MS., pt. iii. 120-1; pt. iv. .36, 49. 

11'̂  As more fully explained in the chapter on finance. 
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Calderon, it must be confessed tha t the efforts made 
in behalf of the stage by their American children 
woro raeagre indeed. Cornedies had been presonted 
at the palace of Mexico, and sacred pioces at the con-
vents, as early as the first decade after the conquest, 
and a theatre appears to have been erected in tbe sev-
enteenth century,^^^ but at the close of the following 
onlv one worthy of the terra existed, in the Coliseo, 
supplied by raediocre actors froin Spain."* Xever-
tlioloss, encourageraent for a better personnel was 
not wanting, for favoritCs frequently received liberal 
presents froni the irapressed audience, whicli show-
ered gold and silver on the stage, and even pieces of 
jewelry.^^^ 

Although the performance began somewhat earlicr 
than with us, yet it lasted at times till rnidnight, owing 
partly to extended ontr'actes for exchanging visits in 
the boxes, aiid indulging in chat, confectionery, and 
sinoking, the vivacious ladies delighting in such by-
j lav as casting cigarette stumps at the public.^'^ The 
custom of bestowing presents on perforrners extended 
also to private reunions, where any one excelling in a 
song or dance was obliged to accept the contributions 
of adrairers known as la g(da.^^^ 

The social party, tertulia, lasting frora about half 
past six till half past ninc in the evening, was amer ry 
affair with its exuberant fun and its coniparative free-
dora, Wi th volubilíty of tongue conversation flowed 
fast, and a trifíe sufficed to provoke raerriraent, Par-

" ' C a v o certainly mentions that the 'nuevo coliseo'was burned in 1722, 
Tres Siglos, ii. 122, implying the existence of an earlier building. 

"* Vera Crnz opened one iu 1791, and other towns wereaspiring toward the 
.«;inie end; oven Mérida possessed a theatre in 1806, although a fire soou 
destroyed it. .•\ncotiu, IList. Yuc., iii. 246. 

^••*0ne acti'css thus lured 3,000 j^csos in gold by arecitation. Esfctlla, xxvi. 
284. The supcrvi.siou of dramaanilonlcrdevolved on a regidor. Boxcs wcre 
frequently rented liy the year. ViHurroel, Enfcrm. Polil., 92-5. The person-
nel and salaries at ^lexico were quite numerous and hi^^h, as shown Ijy a tuble 
of 1.S0(Í, in Diítrio Mcx., ii. 30G-7. Rcviews of perforuiances may be read in 
Viga, J)i'<curso, 1-16; (Jacctas Mex., iii. 69-7'2, 83, xv. 116 etc. 

^^'•Marionettes and masks and disguises were forbiddcn in 1731 and 1749 
owing to scandalous proceediugs. Be ci'tu, Recop., i. 129, 22.5. 

' ' ' Hence llevarse la gala ^\as a term for 'carrying off the prize.' 

file://�/ncotiu
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lor games were frequently indulged in, with forfeits, 
but singing and dancing prevailed. Words were read-
ily improyised to the simple melody, and aU joined in 
the refrain. Dancers also sang at times, while the 
spectators assisted the guitar orchestra with occasional 
clapping of hands. The favorite dances were the min-
uet, confined to the higher class, the waltz, bolero, and 
fandango, all executed with a grace for which Span-
iards are well known, yet not free from features that 
savored of the indelicate.^^* 

Athletic sports were rare, except in connection 
with horseback-riding,^^^ ánd even aboriginal games 
and feats had fallen into neglect. Equally lacking was 
love for natural scenery and rustic life ás manifested 
in our picnics and rambles, yet the fondness for flow-
ers remained as strong as in aboriginal times, when it 
entered as the chief decoration for festive occasions, 
ard as the choicest giffc to the guest, Even now the 
market stalls appeared as bowers, and the fruit lay 
hidden in a fringe of green and blossoms, while from 
the dark tresses of the passing senoras gleamed the 
opening buds in white and red. 

Thus have passed two more centuries of viceregal 
sway in New Spain; so quietly they passed as to cause 
not a ripple beyond its immediate vicinity. I t is the 
unattractive period of the growing child, who has yet 
all his mark to make. 

We still hear occasionally the din of battle, but 
not for conquest: merely the skirmish with rude 
tribes of the north, at bay against an encroaching 
civilization, upon which they retaliate in organized 
descents from shielding mountain fastnesses, or, in 
flitting like lowering shadows along the outskirts of 

i"Both in motion and accompanying words, Pike expresses himself 
strongly on this subject, Exphr., 373. 

"»As shown in Hist. Cent. Am., i. 50, this series. In Diario, Mex., iL 
279, is described a house for the game of ball. Laws conceming the hunt are 
given in Gaivan, Ord., 89; Tkrras, 33-G. For aboriginal games see Native 
Kaces, ii. 283-301. 
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settlcmcnts, The conqueror disappeared with the 
fading mirage of newcr, richer lands which had urged 
him miwardtiU repeated disappointment shattered liis 
hopes, H e yielded to the change of circumstanccs 
calling to settled life and development of resourccs 
so far discovered, and to rearing a varied progeny. 
Military operations against Indians dwindled to a 
cordon of outposts, assisted by a temporizing and 
even humiliating policy savoring little of tho spirit 
which impeUed a handful to overthrow an cmpire 
and disclose a southern sea. But it promoted peace-
ful enjoyment, with farming and stock-raising in the 
secure provinces of the south and centre, whUe in the 
oxposed regions of the north the mines proved the 
main incentive to face isclation and danger. The 
lattcr branch ever received special attention with 
its prospect of immediate returns, but commerce and 
other industries as a rule lacked the beneficent im-
pulses springing froni improved communication, wider 
range of markets, and fostering care, 

Ás for the Indians, while ever subjected to the 
whims of greedy officials who were protected in their 
disrcgard for laws by interested colonists, their lot, 
since the inauguration of viceregal rule, could not at 
any period have been worse than under the exactions 
of Aztec tyrants and their unscrupulous tax collectors 
and garrisons; and it certainly became better with the 
progress of centuries, Add to this the absence of wars 
which in aboriginal times kept the country in turmoil 
and under constant drain; add the new beneficent arts 
and industries bestowed by Caucasian civilization and 
the products brought by trans-oceanic trade; add the 
gentle religion which replaced bloody rites, and finally 
the offort toward a higher and more general education 
which for a time placed the country pn a level with 
inany a European state, and the natives may indeed 
congratulate themselves on the change. In vain do 
wo look for similar results among Anglo-Saxon colo-
mzers. 
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The improvements should have been greater, but 
the policy of Spain was short-sighted and selíish, 
despite the benevolent motives often impelling it. 
That policy was aggravated by the rule of appointing to 
nearly aU positions of control officials born in the Pcnin-
sula, whose inclination leaned too strongly toward the 
mother country and against the colony, at least where 
their interests clashed. They managed raoreover to 
set aside or thwart many a humane and progressive 
measure, and to subordinate the interests of the crown 
and the people to their own dishonest aims, 

Official integrity was not a prominent virtue, as 
we have seen, even among the viceroys; yet the lat-
ter must on the whole be classed as men of fair 
character and ability. Several shine brightly for their 
wise and philanthropic administration, and raany more 
would no doubt have attained a similar record but for 
their duty to carry out the mandates of the Iiome 
government, swayed too frequently by an irapover-
ished treasury, The aim was to raake the Araerican 
possessions subservient in every respect to the will of 
Spain, although these efforts proved in the main dis-
astrous, as I shall have occasion to show in a later 
volume, This aim went so far as to cause a rigid iso-
lation of the colonies from foreign intercourse, at-
tended by suppression of information about them which 
evoked wide-spread comments among writers on the 
New World, Such policy could not fail to meet ob-
jections within the countries concerned, though it 
raight not have created any decided ill-feeling but for 
the jealous reservation of officers which touched a 
weak spot among the creoles, ever eager for position 
and honor, and drove them to sympathize and seek 
common cause with the disturbing elements to be ex-
pected among a .mixture of races, with antagonistic 
interests and feelings, especially against the dominant 
classes, I t is the maturing and coalescing of these 
elements, and the mighty convulsions which ensue, 
that will form the subject of my next volunie. 
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Like the subject of industries, information regarding society is meagre. 
I t is chiefly based on scraps gathered during the researches called for by the 
general history, and woven with the threads of observation resulting there-
from, yet on several points the information has been more massed or more 
fuUy considered, Thus, in the different collections of laws, as Puga, Cedtt-
Uirio, Ordenes de la Corona, and other MS. sets, Recop. de Ind., Bdena, 
Solôrzano, Dé Ind. Ivre, I have found decrees relating to different features 
of social life and institutions, supplemented in such books as Ccdk, Mem. y 
NoL, with statistical data. Clavigero in his dissertations, Storia, Mess., iv., 
gives some admirable reflections on the origin of diseases and ancient condi 
tion of the Indians. Humboldt speaks at length on epidemics and on popula-
tion statistics, the latter receiving some valuable comments from Navarro, 
Mem. sobre la Pobktckm. Pimentel, Raza Ind'ígena, considers the treatment 
to which the aborigines have been subjected, and shows a considerable study 
of his theme, although it does not cover the whole field or the whole period 
in question. More interesting and exhaustive is the Hist. Repartîmientos, 
by Saco. Portilla takes up the same subject in Espana. en Mexico, but as a 
defender of Spanish policy, and consequently with less freedom from bias; 
yet offering thereby some useful arguments for one side of the issue. The 
policy of the govemment in this and other social respects finds a commen-
tator, rare for this period, in ViIIarroel, Enfermedades PoUticas, who suggests 
some very useful reforms. The need for these can be readily understood by 
the glimpses of character and life to be found in the New Survey of that noted 
friar Thomas Gage, who peeped behind the scenes and failed not to relieve hia 
burdened mind. Less committing are the sketches given by Estalla, Pike, Ex-
plor., in the introductories of Alaman, Hist. MeJ., i., and Mora, Mej. y sus 
Rev., by Guerra, Hist. Rev,, and others. More varied are the facts presented 
in Instmcciones de Vireyes, in the biográphic sketches of Gallo, Hombres, 
Hustres and Dicc UTUV., in the critical paragraphs of the leamed Alzate, 
Ga,cdas Lit., and in the news items and articles of the Oaceta de Mexico 
and Diario de Mex. 

For broader references on the preceding chapter the following authoritîes 
may be consulted: Providencias Reaies, MS., 7 etseq.; Cedviarios, MS., i, 
55-6, 73-4, 92, 199-203, 216; iii, 12-13, 45-9, 64-5, 98-104, 183-213; iv, 26, 
242; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 26-64, 139; ii. 159-69, 181, 190-7; iii, 
65-7, 143; iv, 1, 10, 29-35, 67; v. 55, 110-17, 134-5; vL 34; vii. 2-7; Puga, 
Ceduiario, 10-11, 108, 118; Recop. de Ind.. i. 22-8, 158, 166, 253; ii. 140-1, 
190-1, 195-7, 219-22, 246-9, 289-97, 352-5, 359, 362, 364, 539-41; iii. 332-4; 
Bekiia, Recop., i. 77, 182, 202-23, 265; ii. 188-209; Montemayor, Svmarios, 
3, 10, 15-16, 24^6, 49, 114, 136-9, 167-8, 228-36; Reales Cédulas, MS., i. 2-3, 
76, 103, 181-3, 216; ii. 52-3, 58, 153, 167, 170, 188, 197, 208; Zanwra, Bib. 
Leg. UU., iii. 33-4, 529-30; vi. 173-8; Figtteroa Vindidas, MS., 9-55; Leyes, 
Varias Atwtaciones, MS., 43; Ordenanzas, Reaies dd Consejo, passim; New 
Mexko,Doc. Hist., MS., 423-4; Nueva Espaiia, Acuerdos, MS., 37; Tamaron, 
Visita, Dur., MS., 1-2; Pavdes Frandscanos, MS., 261, 530; PivuH, Doc 
CAiA.,MS.,i. 1-6; Ramirez,Doc, MS., 16-132,220-1; Rescríptos Reales, Edes., 
MS., 148-50; Monumentos /lisL y PolU., MS., 428; ReviUa Oigedo, Bandos, 
nos. 11-46, 58, 67, 74, 87; Id., Instmc, MS., 33-40, 145-81, 100-106, 144-5, 
174-80; ii. 486-8; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta ai Almirante, MS., 40-4, 54; 
Squier's MS., xviii. 1-20; Vireyes de Mex., Indrtic, MS., nos. 4-6, 18, 20; 
ViUarrod, Justa Repulsa, M S . , 117-22; Id., Enfermedades PolU., 167-9; 
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^dosde Mex., MS., 76; CoL Doc, Misiones, MS., 424; Nueva Espatm, 
BreveKes., i. ui.; Disturbios de Frailes, MS., 244-5, 365-462; ConciUo Prov., 
Mb., 1 2á5; Azanza, Instmc., MS., 32^ , 58-69; Duravgo, Doc HisL, MS., 
167; Humboldts Tablas Estadistkas, MS., 1-66; Grambila, Tumultos, MS., 1; 
PromdenctasDiocesanos, MS., passim; New Mexico, Cédulas, MS., 176-90, 
351-2; Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 33-8; Id., Desordenes N Mex., MS., 423-4; 
JMaitratamtentos de Indios, MS., nos. 5-6, 8, 9-12, 16-18, 25-8; MarfiL NoL 
Instmc, MS„ 9-11; Monumenhs Domin. Esp., MS., 81, 111-12, 129-36, 
341-2; Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, ii. 183-5, 190-1, 201-9; vi. 488-9, 
497, 505-7; xiii. 212; xiv. 86-93; xvii. 186-8; Arias, Ivforme, 338; Reales 
Ordenes, iv. 375-6, 407; Esdavos, Reai Cédula sobre Educadon, passim; 
Temaux-Compans,Voy., séTÍe iL tom. v. 233-5; Brandforie, Instmc, MS., 
40-1; Bucardi, Reai Cédula, Mex. Jan. 16, 1776, passim; Disposidones Va-
rias, i. 66, 78-83; Fhrida, CoL Doc, 120-1; Gaivez, Informe Son., 147-8; 
Ouatemaia,ApunLAgric.,lá; Intmdentes, Reaî Ord.,6S-9, 164; Instmcciones 
á hs Vireyes, 257-301; Michoacan, Obispo de, Informe Misiones Rio Verde, 
136-7, Linares, Instmc, MS., 9-11, 40-1; Icazbalcefa, CoL Doc, ii. 1-24; 
Mendieta, HisL Ecks., 501-13; Gonzakz Dávila, Teatro Edes., i. 107, 134; 
CogoUvdo, HisL Yuc, 627-30; Burgoa, Geog. Descrip. Oaj., i. 5; ii. 200-2, 
312-13; ArriUa^a, Recop., 156-9; Arridvita, Crtín. Seráfica, 431-7; Guijo, 
Diario, L, passim; ii. 22^-5, 275-6; Mancera, Instmc, 441 et seq.; Pinart, 
CoL Doc, Mex., 136-7, 338; Doc Ecles. Mex., MS., i. 26; Carias de Indms, 
759-60; Benzoni, Mondo Nuovo, 40-6; Arkgui, Prov. Zac, 202-8; Alegre, 
Hist. Comp. de Jesus, i. 55; iii. 61, 233-4, 239; Cabrera, Escudo de Armas, 
413-27; Beaumont, Crtín. Mkh., iv. 49-50; Id., Trat. de la Ag-ja Min-
erai, passim; CeUderon de la Barca, i. 119, passim; Robles, Diario, i. 4, 
65, 80, 93, 110-11, 145, 161, 166-7, 191-6, 204, 208, 211-20, 230-1, 241, 
254, 270-1, 282-98, 304; Leon, Trat. ConfirmcLciones, passim; Herrera, dec. 
vi. lib. vii. cap. vi.; Calk, Mem. y Not., 43, 45, 59-60, 70, 93; Cavo, Tres 
Sighs, iL 11, 74-5, 157; iii. 17-19; ViUagutierre, Hist. Conq. Itza, .186-7; 
Santos, Chron. ii. 486; Robks, Prov. Chiapas, 35-8; RemesaL Hist. Chyaj^a, 
649; Ramirez, Hist. Dur., 78-9; CoL Doc Inéd., xxi. 441 etseq.; Morelli, 
Fast. Nov. Orb., 348-9, 488; Mota PadiUa, Conq. N. GaL, 178; Beaumont, 
Crtín. Mich., MS., 295; Oazeta de Mex., i.-v., passim; vi. 13; vii. 20, 33; 
viii. 15 et seq.; ix. 15, 32, 188; x. 78, 154, 161, 248; xi., passim; xii. 9, 24-5, 
229; xiii. 281-4, 405-7, 424, 513-28; xviii. 557; Gage's Voyage, i. 75-246; 
Fonseca y Urmtia, Reai Hac, iv. 249-53; vi. 199-302; Dublan y Lozano, 
Leg. Mex., i. 21-2, 74-5, 307-13; Bknes, Ntievas Instrttc, passim; Btista-
mante, Voz de kt Patria, v. 6-127; Alzate, Gacdas, 31, 46-9, 92-3, 145-7, 
249-50, 368; ii. 99, 273; iii. 3; Arévaio, Compend., 4-230; Mex., Mem. Gob. 
1871, 25-6, 121-34; Mex., Manifiesto aiRey, 22; Correo Merc Esp., iii. 172-4; 
Zúnigay O.Caknil., 79-85, 137-48; ViUarrod, EnfermedadesPoliL, MS., ii. 
262-8; Mex., Diario, i.-xiii., passim; Mora, Rev. Mex., i. 59, 20-7, 190-6; 
Id., Obras SueUas, i. 54-68; Mayer's Mex. Aztec, i. 234-5, 252; Id., MS., 
no. 20, p. 50; Id., Mex. as U Was and Is, 299; Guerra, Rev. N. Esp., i. 
151-5; ii. 625; Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 9-10, 53-205, 273, 327; ii. 1-22, 833-
42; Id., New Spain, ii. 61-90, 309; iv. 139-203, 278, 289-309, 372-4; Id., 
Life and Travels, 264-75; Alvarez, Estudios, ii;. 188-91, 373-4, 423, 427, 
436-7; A7Uui~iez, Mem. Com., pp. lxxii.-Ixxxiii. 306-30; Ancona, Hist. Yuc, 
224-5, 228-9, 327-39, 350-62; Arrcmgoiz, Mej., i. 9-16, app. 3-10; Carriedo, 
Estudios, i. 122; ii. 86; CastiUo, Dkc HisL, 69; Aktman, Hist. MeJ., i. 6-9, 
12, 21-35, 51-3, 71-5, 116, 341-2; iL 109, 625; Id., DiserL, i. 193-4, 265-6; 
Lerdo de Tejada, ApunL HisL, 309-10, 365; Lacunza, Discursos, 492, 511; 
Kingsboroug'h's Mex. Antiq., v. 155; Correal, Voy., i. 157-66; Zevalhs, fíist. 
Mundo, 135-6, 363; Zavakt, Rev. Mex., 31, 467; Zamacois, Hlst. Mex., ii. 
357- V. 274U-6, 290, 318-22, 336, 365, 380, 405-7, 426, 481-505, 572-3, 580-1, 
615-18, 645, 676; vi. 10, 33, 62,. 250, 330; vu. 178-9, 215; x. 1150-7, 1165-79, 
1246-7, 1404-7, 1420; Willk, NoL Hac, 3; Ward's Mex., 227-9, 244-54; 
Estalla, xxvi. 264-5, 292-380; xxvii. 19, 99-102, 113, 197, 237-8; Torrenfe, 
Rev. Hispan. Am. i. 115; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 98; Rivera, HisL Jaiapa, L 
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144, I74-.">, 1C9; Rohrrt.<!on's Hist. Am., ii. .*^n3etseq.; Rirrra, Gcb. Mcx.. {. 
131, 135, 150, 181, I0I-2, 208-9, 'ilI^'^'J^, 226, 228-9, 234-7, 24()-:)l, 2G3-9; 
PincntcL Mem. Lit., 194-'241; Pilc's Voy. au X. Mcx., ii. IG2-9G; Id., Exj.lcr. 
Trav., .">71-ô; Pricfo, IJisf. Tam., 74-."); Parras, Conq. JaVtsco, 7G7-79; Orf'tz 
de Aycda, Jicsum. E.<tudist., 15-27; Crtiz, Jlex. Indep. Lihre, 80, 4G3-72; 
Modern Travcller, Mex. ai l Guat., i. If S-21G; Miãler, Reiscn, iii. 347-8; 
Mtx., Xofcs on, 109-10; Macgregor's Progress Amcr., 317; Macgillivray's 
Ilumholdt, 301-3; Gordon's IJÍsf. 'Ceog. Alem., 66-71; Domenech, jJisf. Mcx., 
290; Chcvcdicr, Exj d. Mcx.. 70-4; lÍJ., Le Mexiq-ue, 2G7-81; DiIIon, Bcuut-:s 
de VIJi.<t., 81-2, 89-92; Ddnjiorlc, Reisen, x. 182-396; D'Avify,Dcscrip. Gen. 
-\m., ii. 17-18, 867-0; C!tuj)j)e, Voy. en CaL, 20-5; Burke's Europ. Scfilc, 
2:;S 4 1 ; Flint's Geog., ii. 132; ErlVs Geog., v. 583; Brit. Quart. Rcv., vii. 
242-4; S. Am. aml Mex., i. 136-7; Ahhot's Mex. and U. S., 40; Galvan, 
('cdtiidario 1S3S, lG-20; Fishcr and Colhy, Am. State Annual, 1854, 4.'i7; 
Flint's Mex., 26; Matcos, Sol de Mayo, 5-G; Baz, l'ida de Jucirez, 13-19; 
Kcni dtj's Tex., i. 6; fíasstl, Mex. y Guat., 48-50; Kcv:cii's Xic. and Walker, 
MS., •21; Edinhurgh licvicir, Ju ly 1809, 33G-41; LaCrtiz, i. 547; Youncfs 
Ili.<f. Mex., 54, 64; Wilson's Mex., 306, 309-ÍG; Wapji, Mex. and C. Am., 
27; Wulfon's Span. Colon'ics, ii. I82-G, 302-5; Touron, Hist. Gen. Mex., viii. 
147-80; Taylor's Selectiovs, 72; Salmon's Mod. IJisf., iii. lG7-7'2, 234-G; 
Emigrado Ôhservador, 1S29, 05; Quart. Reviciv, xxx. 157-9, 163-5; xxxv. 
3:Î8, .341; Poiih<etVs 3Íex., i. 14G-7, app. 10-13; Pim and Seeman, Dottings 
on the Roc Jsidc, 317; Pinkerton's Mod. Geog., iii. 1()2, 177-8G, 104-210; 
Ordoilcz de Ctvullos, West Indien, 13-16, 26-9; Ogilhy's Amer., 222-3, 240-
.32, 2S3-4; XUcs' Rcgi.<fer, i. 27-8; Ixxiii. 273-4; Monglave, licsum. JJist. Mex., 
22."); Xuí cz de fíaro y Peralta, Edecto, j^assim; Xu ez, Constituciones Rcal 
Casa S. Joseph, passim; (Jrdenanzas, fíospicio Pohres, passim; Id., del Juz-
gado Gen. BthidasProhihidns, passim; Queipo, CoLDoc, 14,50-83; Pe uclas, 
l^ermon. passim; Pcrea, Suplica, passim; Querétaro, DosPalabras, 4-5; Qui-
rcga, lict/las y Ordenanzas, 1-29; SancJtcz, Pueh. Sctgrad., 46-7; Siliceo, 
JJ-mevt. Col. Ind., 63-4; Terranova y Monteleone, Esposicion, 33-5; Varios 
E<pjai'toles, Replica, 49; Vindicacion, Tribun. Protomed., 4; fíospital Recd, 
Constit. y Ordcnanzas, passim; Lazcano, Vida P. Oviedo, 308-20; Mexico, 
Di<:f. Com. Convoc, 1-4; Campilh, Nuevo SisL, 83-113, 260-83; Alcalde, 
Elogios Funebres, 44-9; Cancelada, RuinaN. Esp., 60-75; Defensa Juridica, 
Mex. 1729, passim; Diaz, Papel Verdadero, 1; Jalisco, Not., 18; Itjlcsius, 
RcL, 207-9; Institut. Geog. Estad., 11-14, 52-3; Lopcz, Mercurio Ind., MS., 
1-33, 42-8; Pap. Var., v. 29-30; cxxxix., passim; cxlii. 3.3-5; cl., passim; 
cliii. 8, 49; clxii. 7, passim; clxiv. 57-8, 83; ccxv. 60-1, 69-75; Romero, Xot. 
Mich., 16, 20; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, i. 10-12; ii. 4-7; iii. 24, 75-83; vii. 
]3(;-4."i; viii. 544, 549; ix. 263-75; xi. 210-16, 245-80; Id., 2da ép. i. 281-91, 
G.].j-57; iii. 56; Id., 3ra cp. i. 225-G; Gaivan, Ord. Tierras y Aguas, 33-6; 
Dicc. Univ., i. 80, 483-4; iii. 70-1; v. 452; viii. 188-9, .354-G2, 486; ix. 229-
30, 793-5; x. 55, 44'2-3, 798; Zamora y Azevedo, Pruebas de Nohleza, MS., 
passim; Mexico, Mem. Minist. Exter., no. 1, 29; Morfi, La Nobleza y Piedad, 
passim ; (Jcãcez, Informe de Visitador, MS., 48-9. 
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HISTORT OF MEXICO. 

CHAPTER I. 

OPENTNG OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

1601-1620. 

C H A I U C Í T E B OF VIC!EB,OT MONTEREY—VlZCAINO'S EXPLORATION—ATTEMPTEI) 

iNTERCOtTESE WITH JAPAN—MONTESCLAROS' FlRM R t l X E — V E L A S C O 

AGAIN MADE VICEROY—MEXICO CXDER WATER—THE DRAINAGE WORK 

OF HuEHTTETOCA i s B E G C N — A G R E A T E N G I N E E R I N O F E A T , Y E T I N -

EFFic iENT—NEGRO R E V O L T — P R O G R E S S OF S E T T L E M E N T I N N C E V A 

VlZCAYA, SlNALOA, AND SONORA—A N E W P O L I C Y F O R C O N Q U E S T — U P -

RISING OF THE ACAXÉES AND XlXIMES—THE T E P E H U A N E W A R — P R O -

TECTrvE M E A S U R E S F O R I N D I A N S — A R C H B I S H O P G U E R R A ' S B R I E F R U L B 

A3 VlCEROT—POMPOUS FUNERAL C E R E M O N I E S — T H E T I M I D A U D I E N C I A 

AND THE PlGS—SPILBERGEN AT ACAPULCO—INCREASE OF C O R R U P T I O N 

UNDER VlCEROY GUADALCÁZAR. 

W E have learned something of the count of Mon-
terey, of his character and abiHties as a governor and 
representative of royalty; we have noted his poHcy 
with regard to the Indians and other affairs, and have 
seen how his name has been retained for the capitals 
of two provinces, namely, those of Nuevo Leon and 
of Cahfornia, to both of which countries he de-
spatched expeditions. 

Little remains to be said in taking leave of him. 
We have found him on the whole a well-meaning 
man, and rather incHned to caution. He was deeply 
enough impressed with the duties of a ruler, and 
quite ready to carry out reforms. He feU into few 
serious errors, and these he was prepared to acknowl-
edge and remedy so that even the Indians, the 

voL. m . 1 
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niain suflVrcrs by rea.son of liis iiii>fak(^s. i'ccouni/.cd 
t h c lici \ ( . ]c i icc 'of liis niotivos. ("(Ttain m(>asiin>s 
l . iwanl t hc la.st.aiid tlu> atti ' i laiit \ ;icill;iti(>iis, SIHMIKHI 

to iiidicati' lc.-s o\' tl it s(.iiii(lnc.--s of juclu'imnt and 
tirini ^ss whicli wcrc at fir-t .'f^crilH'd to hiii I h i s 
vci'dict is .sustaiiicd l.v liis ]( nici y toward tliosc who 
l.v tlicir ('ornipf (Kaíin^s (( .ntributcd to liis lailurcs. 
T h c .'disci '. of s(>vi'iity. ;ind tlic nc^lccl to cnforco 
otl r lucdcd rcronns, ni.ix havc bccn dic ta tcd 1»y a 
prudcinial rc'_r;ii<l Tor jiow^rful S|);ini;ir(ls, who I id 
shown thcmsclvcs .so rc; ly to r̂  t;ilia(c iii inalÍLí'nant 
lcttci',^ to thc I .inc íj,(ivcniniciit wlicnc\ ('i' the i r intcr-
c s t - W c r c ; i ss ;u lc(] . X c v c l ' t l i c l c s s , t l i c l 'C])orts oii t h e 

whole niust I ivc l.ct n i;ither iavorablc, for, t h e vice-
rovahv (.f P c n i bcconiini;' vac;int soon after tl ie t u r n 
('t' tlic ccntury, Montcrcy was advanccd to th is more 
lu( !.MÍ\(' ])l;i('c.^ I I i s dc|);u'tui'c w;is o'cncrally rci;'rct-
ted. aiid ihc Ind ians fillcîd t h e ;iir wi th laiiicnt;ition. 
()ii(í ]'(;ison foi' his populari tv lay in a showy open-
handcchic.^s which sp;ircd not cvcn t h e royal c(jífci's, as 
wc havc ,~ ĉcn. H e did not loi '̂ survivc t h e cliange, 
for hc dicd in P e r u in ]\rarch, ÍGOG.^ 

( >f thc found;ition of tlic c;i])ital of K u c v o Lcon I 
I ivc alrc; ly sjiokcn. California's c;ipital w;is iiot 
(."stabli.'-licd till nc;ii'lv t'^'o ccntui'ics hitci', wlien it 
;i,--sun 'd t hc nan ' of t hc I iy (li,sco\ci'cd by Scb;ist ian 
N'i/caino. This ii;i\ ÍL',;itor, to Vv hom tlie nor th -wcs l 
hit i tudcs w<i'<' ;drc; ly sonicwhat familiar, liad bccn 
dc-]);ttcli( (1 froni .\c;ij)ulco in .M;iy KiOi', wi th t l i ree 
v. sscls c;irrying iic;irly two hundrcd nicn. haviiiL^ in-
s tn ic t ions lo c.\;uninc thc ('o;ist of ( ';diibi 'nia ibr ;i 
suitíiblc port whci'cin \c.s.scls from tlie Phi l i | )p ines 

' 1 . : j . III. f M .1 th. ídarv .it ;;(),<¥)<).hic.ds, <lu.' from the date of .'-.•ttin;.' 
ou' íi.r r.,;-u. Moiil<inai/or, Svnmrios, l.'.S. l lMtot th.: .Mc'xic.-iu v i i c i . nwas 
•Jo.̂ XX), •with a i-uialk'r j.'ii .rd of honor thau wa8;.'r:iiit. .1 to tl..; I'. luvi.m, .\lon 
t.'ri'y r.-C' ivi'.l S,(H»<I ,!,,, ,a.s to aid him in . ut. i ing hia u«\v office, ;ÍII«1 10,0(K) 
hi'lM»rrow t il. C.i'' '. Miin.yX<..t., i.'t. 

•'A'"'r a r-i].'<ií a littl.- ovtr two o.irs. \'< i'n.'ci f, 'J'rut. M<x., I'J; .1/..-
r."i.<;ran I>i.-., \'ú\. \:i. Jk-wa« iitjable l.wt BIOW to .1« tcrmine. 'Sii,,, v,. 
huviera i ' tido <u « >t;â'< < "iiL'r« _:« icju(,r. avia sicl«> de los mejorea, y maa 
a<'ríAdoe < î' V. mad. 1«.«. J'or,juiriiu,la, i. 7'_'(E7. 



VIZCAINO'S VOYAGES. 3 

might find shelter. H e was also to explore gener-
ally and seek for the flitting strait of Anian, in which 
interest had been roused anew hj mariner.s' talcs. 
While the results of this cxpedition add Httle to the 
knowledge gained by Cabrilîo, sixty ycars beforc, yct 
the records of Yizcaino's discovcrics furnished lor 
more than a centuiy and a half the sole guide to the 
north-west. They name a number of points, islai ls, 
and inlets, including the bay of ^NFonteic}', and lcave 
the impression tha t in latitude 42'', the cxtreme point 
reached, a great river had been cliscovered which stu-
dents found Httle trouble to identify with Anian Strait.^ 

Vizcaino sought in vain to promote a further cx-
ploration of this region, for the interest thcrcin had 
subsided, but an opportunit}' presented itself in a 
different direction. Franciscans had reached Japan, 
and had succeeded after many tribulations in prevail-
ing on the emperor to admit more missionaries and to 
send envoys to Spain in order to establish intercourse 
with the Spanish people.* They arrivcd at IMexico 
during the rule of the marqués de Salinas, and brought 
news also of some islands rich in gold and silvci, which 
a driftinof Portugfuesc vessel was said to liavc found in 
Japan waters. Whether this report provcd the main 
incentive or not, tlie viceroy determined to rcspond to 
the advances made, and in 1611 Vizcaino was sent as 
embassador^ with instructions to establish commercial 
relations between the two countries, and to spend a 
winter in Japan cxamining the coast and harbors, and 
gaining information about the rich isles, which were 
then to be sought for. H e was accompanied by six 
barefooted Franciscans, three being lay brothers, and 

* For a detailed accovmt of the voyage see fíist. Cal., ii. 97 et seq., and Iíi.<t. 
North Mex. Etates, i. 103 et seq. 

* The embassy was headed by Friar Alonso Munoz, and appears to have 
reached Xew Spain in 1610, accompanied by a number of Japanese. Vizcaino, 
ReL, in Pacheco &nå Cúrdcias, Col. Doc, '^'iii. 114. 

^ ln the narrative of this voyage Vizcaino is termed the son of the viceroy, 
Velasco the younger. Perhaps he was a hijo político, son-in-Iaw; he certainly 
must have had high connections as he was ' encomendero de los pueblos de 
la provincia de Ávalos.' Id., 102. Bumey wrongly fetates that Vizcaino died 
in 1606. HisL Discov. Sovth Sea, ii. 259. 
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tlie nativc incinbcrs of thc cinb;issy from Japan." and 
s( t sail tVoiu .Vcapuh'o on March '2'2d with one ve.ssel, 
t h c .'^tiii 1'ra/tt't.'<c( 

l l c anivcd in Japan thrcc months later, and was 
fa\ orably rcc* ivcd, wl Mcupon lie jirocccdcd to ex-
;uninc thc (d;ist ;ind in tlic followiiiL;- ycar to seck for 
thc ricli islcs. though in v;iin. Mc;inwhile jealous 
ILolhindcrs obtaincd thc imperial c;ii'and denounced 
thc Sj);iniar(ls ;is seekinix to add Japan to their ex-
t(ii-ivc con(]ucsts. The result was tha t Vizcaino's 
. inl);is.sy failed ;it the chief court. H e prevailed, 
howcvcr, upon ;iiiotlicr ruler, called Mazamune, to 
assi^t hiin in fitting out a nevv ves.sel, to rej^lace the 
dainagcd Sait Fraiichsco, and to sciid therein an cm-
bas>y to Xew S[);iin. Witli this lie reached Zacatula 
in January IGl-t. During the fijllowing years other 
ctforts W( rc made to establish intercourse, and to 
obîain b . i tc r trc;ilment for the persecuted mission-
arics, but without ;ivail.'' 

Wliilc ( xj.lonitioiis in northern latitudes proved 
faihíi'í -. or littlc short of them, expeditions from Peri i 
h;i(l oju iicd a new ficld for enterprise in the southern 
Pacilic, under ^bndiuia in 1595, and more successfully 
und. r l \( l i 'o J'\ rnandez Quiros, the comjmnion of 
M(-'iid;in;i, who in 1G()5-G madc inij)ortant discovcrics 
in the Austndíisian "jroui.s, and concluded his vova<'e 
in JScw Sjiaiii. 

•T!.« ir hader WUB . \ nli ntly a eouv. rt, to judu'e from his name, Frnncisco 
do ^ ( laJiCO. I. .|iti2e<l at .M( XÍCO iniil ihly. Tli. v liiiinl r. d '2;l and thc <i«:w 
.''<) . r niore. Th. uiiu b of friuru luul olii.iib luuy l..' fouud iu Vi:<-<iiii<, /,'. / 
KJJ. 

' N'izcaino's í.uhiM- ÍH albo at t r ihut .d to tlu' in'liscrc.t /oil of a fri.ar. /./. 
l'js, Ltc. Thi* aiii).ar» t.j h:i\i' 1.. .11 Luia S'.t.lo w ho i.rocc. di ,1 with â 
.laiianeiíC eiiuvi-rt tíj Eoiiic ;iud Muili.l aud ol)l;iiiii.'(l inore n.i ii.i.;iii, .s two 
of wl iii, E--irt..|.)ii)i' <le liuriíuillos and I)Í«L,'«» «IL' s;iiita ('.it;iiin,'i, w. ri'- ;ii, 
IJOÍntcl eu\.)\« l.y 1. lii î I IE, und i«;iclii.l .l;.i..iu ii, lo ; 'i'i,,. f, ,,1';,,!, 
.igainnt Six-.i.iardH ha.l mranwhiîc LI ' .UU bti.ui ..'r UJUI thc l ' i . i s vscre f , i . ,d 
t.. «lti)«rt wiihout . xeeutin^ ti,. irc.)iiiuii.. i.n. .I;ii...[i<-..c 1,.,.,, luiiore frii i llv 
eourt acoomiuiidMÍ thei.i, :.ûd w. rc lav.)i;il,ly rec iv. .1 :.t .Mc\ico in 1(;|7 but 
d i not a r i " •''• ''-• lia^'o •'" e«iini.li-hc.l anythiii;;. Medi,.<i, <'lir<,ii. S /;,..;., '| 18 
:*). ('tkxo n 'Dtw.ii-. an cnil>iî -> in lOI.-. fron. Idat. -, iir.,l,.ul,iy j i, ,,t.c'.í with 
.me . : th.aboM 7"r.. .Sc,/.,.. 1. •.•,!, 'JOí. 'J .7 ,s. Th..'nch rdes I 1, -. .ntmu l 
T » bf a:i oLjocl .' siurch ;o l'h.i i.innc iuivi|j ,• irs .md othcrs. 

•W hiuce he | ' xcc.h.l t.. i iadrid with Íus rer>ort. /./., i ' Jn , rin \ ov 
age ia í..i;y fflatcd in />'..//^yV I/Ut. /jitcor. S'Ulh .SVa, ii. j ^ : ; ; ; ) -



ARKIVAL OF MOXTESCLAROS. 5 

The successor of Viceroy Monterey, Juan Manuel 
Hurtado de Mendoza y Luna, marqués de Montes-
claros,^ arrived in September 1603, accompanied by 
his \vife Ana de Mendoza, and was met at Otumba by 
the conde de Monterey, who had there prepared the 
most magnificent reception, attended by people from 
far and near. The festivities lasted eight days, and 
are said to have cost Monterey a whole year's salar}'. '̂̂  

If this reception was intended to propitiate ]Montes-
claros, it probably failed, for on reaching Mexico and 
proclaiming the residencia of his predecessor according 
to instructions, he appears to have made no attemjjt 
to shield him. Monterey was condemned to pay the 
two hundred thousand pesos wantonh^ spent in the 
unfortunate attempt to gather the scattered Indians 
into settlements. Although the sentence was set aside 
by the king, the count felt it deeply as a reproach on 
his administration. Montesclaros showed himself pos-
sessed of an indomitable will and an ability which 
under more trying circumstances might have been of 
great value to his sovereign. As it was, nothing 
rose to disturb tranquillity, save the complaints of 
descendants of the conquerors, whose clamor^^ for 
oflSce he chose to disregard in favor of really merito-
rious applicants. His policy met with approval, and, 
the viceroyalty of Peru becoming vacant in 1606, he 
was promoted to it.-̂ ^ 

A successor had not as yet been selected, but soon 

' Knight of Santiago and gentleman of the bed-chamber. He appears to 
have been bom at Seville, the posthumous son of the second marquis, and 
held the coveted oflBce of asistenfe in that city. Pacheco and Cárdeiuis, Col. 
Doc, vi. 272; Moreri, Gran. Dk., vii. 362. Portrait and autograph in R'ivera, 
Gob. Mex., i. 80. 

'" Torquemada, i. 727. They entered Mexico October 27th. Vetancvrt, 
Trat. Mex., 12. 

" Forty of them became quite turbulent, and the marquis, already on the 
way to Peru, was 'with difficulty restrained from tuming back to inflict chas-
tisement. Their complaints against him resulted merely in a decree favoring 
his policy. Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 246. His views on these points are given in 
Adtjertimievios de Montes Claros, in Instrticcwnes de Virreyes, MS., i. 254. 

'^ He was permitted to govem till his departure, and as a mark of distinc-
tion an oidor accompanied him to Acapnlco. Torquemada, i. 737. He died 
October 9, 1628. Moreri, vii. 362. 
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ú OrEXrN'G OF THE SEVEXTEENTII CENTLTIY. 

iU'tcr caii ' the aj)pointnient. f )r t h c sccond t imc, of 
Li i ' s di' Vclasco, whosc previous ruK> had endeared 
hiiu both îc. kii ;; ;in(l p(M)j)l(\ WeÍL^'htí^d by ycars , he 
l;; l short lv b( Ibrc rct i ivd from tlic ^ o v c r n m e n t of 
r c r u to sj)cnd thc rcmainder ol" his lil'c on his cnco-
iniciid;i (>\' At/.(';ij)ot/;il('o, nc;ir Mcxico. D u t y coni-
j)cllcd hiin. j)cihaj)s iiot unwilHiiL^ly, to forcgo rc t i re-
n u u , ;iiul ..n Ju ly 12, 1C.Ô7, ]\c made his c n t r y in to 
thc capit;il. ;itUi' n <litatinL;' Ibr ;i wcck in t h e F r a n -
ciscan convcnt ot" Tl;it<lulc<> ov(>r thc su^-ycstions im-
j);i!tc(l bv his j)rcdc('c>sor. Th is ; ippointment was 
a-suni( (1 bv manv to h;ivc bccn hcr;ilded bv a beautiful 
('c i t whicli iii tlic j)rcvi()Us nionth appeared to hover 
;d)(.ve Atzcaj)otz;ilco. Pes idcs t h e viccroy's inaugura-
lion. tli.» \ (;ir w;is niade incinorable by t h e ccrcmony 
of s\vc:iriiiL;' allcL;i;inc(.' to the princc of As tu r ias , t h e 
latcr Fclij)c 1 \ ' . , oii ;i sc;dc of g r a n d e u r surpass ing 
;uiy j.rcvious disjjlay of the kind. 

\ chisco's j)ath w;is snioothcd in sevcral respec ts 
l'v t h e licenti;itc Landc ras de Velasco, la te oidor of 
S. \ i l lc, who c;iinc as visitador, and proceeded wi th 
'j'n ;it stri('fii(s> to invcst igate charges aga ins t t h e 
;(udi« !ici;i and dejiartinciits in connection with it. A t 
th. ciitniiicc to his housc a box was placed for those 
who wi-hcd to makc sccrct coiiijilaints and memorials . 
Thu rcsiilt w;is tl it Oidor MJUCOS ( ic i rcro and D o c -
t'.i Azoc;i, alc;d(l(.' of ihc (•..iirt, wcrc susjx'udcd and 
sub,-c(juciitly ,Mnt t(. Sj.;iin. Tl - vi>it;i(lor's s t r ict-
'"-'•* c\ i ik.c | hostility in scV( i';d (jii;ii't( is, but th i s 
sci ' \ .( l n -rcly t(j n n d c r hini nioic iinj.cric.iis. A .scr-
n i o n b y M ; i l l i l i l*;d;;('Z, r . ' cLor of t h c J c s u i t collc...',; a t 

M. xico, ;ij)i..«ariii-,r tc, . 'i!,it on his cour,^', I ; (vais^^d 
his ;ii'n-.sL and .scnL him ojl" to\v;ird \'( r;i ( 'ruz in char í 'e 
('f IW(. |ieL:i"" s. .\lth(.ii:^rl, l,is dcj.^irturc w;(s su.s-
I.íîi lcd. uidi'^Miiti.'s w. r..' ('..ntiiu d till thc n.v^il (•('dula 
cainc with e x ' n - - for the li;(sty aclion «,f L;indcr;ts.'* 
Tliis in;iy h;i \ . b. ( n uiic c;ius(' fi.r ih,. j . ca l l ,,f t j , , . 

" .\le.-r.'. / / .^ . (Jomp. Junu, , \\1\. j.bcca thia ...;cun-«.n.. in th.- . irlv 
I i in oí l'*', •' 
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LUIS DE VELASCO. 7 

visitador, in 1609, to the relief of the ofificials, who 
had sought to hasten his removal by charges of bri-
bery and other misconduct. Torquemada condemns 
his opponents, and lauds him highl}^ as a man of un-
impeachable rectitude, a friend of the Indians, and 
one who returned poorer than he came." 

In the first year of Velasco's rule was begun the 
famous drainage work of Huehuetoca, ålread}' pro-
jected by Enriquez, whereby Mexico hoped to obtain 
relief from the inundations which had caused such 
oft-repeated misery. The rains in the autumn of 
1604 had been so heavy as to inflict great damage, and 
leave some parts of the cit}' under water for a year. 
In the midst of this suflfering a Franciscan spread 
terror aniong the people by preaching in the public 
square against the prevailing wickedness, and declaring 
that the city deserved to be destroyed. Quite a jjanic 
fell on all classes, and the churches were crowded all 
night by penitents. No cataclysm followed; but three 
days later an earthquake w âs felt, which frightened 
scveral persons to death.^^ 

So discouraged were the people tha t they seriously 
considered the expediency of removing the capital to 
the hills of Tacubaya;^^ but property-owners, who had 
over twenty millions of pesos at stake, succeeded in 
preventing the movement. Montesclaros, then rul-
ing, favored thc drainage undertaking, but so many 
objections were raised that he turned his attention 
wdiolly to repairing the dike of San Lázaro and the 
causeways of San Antonio and Chapultepec, while he 
finished tha t of San Cristôbal, in addition to construct-
ing the causeway of Guadalupe.^'' Notwithstanding 

^* Monarq. Ind., i. 759. The papers of the visita were taken by the presi-
dent of Guadalajara audiencia, Juan ViIIela. 

^̂  The startling sermon was delivered on the eve of Santo Tomás, during 
a heavy rain, by Friar Solano, guardian of the RecoIIects. /(/., 728. 

'^Royal permission appears to have been granted to this eflfect. For other 
reasons see Icazbalceta, Col. Doc, i. 506-7; Pcæheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, 
xiii. 76-8. 

" The latter occupying nearly 2,000 Indians for five months. Toripiemada, 



OrEXIX(.. OF THK s E V K M F . K X T H ('KX'TURY. 

all thcsc mcasurcs t hc ci ty was again submerged in 
I(')07, and in a council held by Velasco d ra iuage was 
; _:i'. ('d uj)on ;is indisj)cns;iblc. 

T h c v;illcv of ^Icxico lics, as is well known, more 
than scvcii tlious;ind fcct abovc t h c sca-lcvtd, in a vas t 
b;isin cncloscd by jJorj)liyritic r;uigcs,from whos(^slopes 
a nuinbcr of rivcrs \u\\\v to lorm four i^roups of lakes, 
tl ^ (~'h;dco-Xochimilc(>, Tczcuco, ('rist()l);d, and Z u m -
J);UIÍ;O. Thc tirst w;is a l"rcsli-watcr body, ly ing two 
v;ir;is h igher tlian tlic s;dL Tczcuco, above whose levcl 
thc last two also rosc to tlic no r th in t he i r t e r race 
b. (Is four ;u l t. n varas respectively. Z u m p a n g o re-
.'. ivcd thc two hu'u^cst s t reams, notably t h e Q u a u h t i -
tlan, which contr ibutcd a ku'ijccr volume t h a n t h a t of 
;dl t he o thcr valley r ivcrs coinbined. D u r i n g t h e ra iny 
sc;ison the cxccss of watc r overflowed into t h e Cr is -
t('»bal lakc, whicli ; _;;un discharged into t h e Tezcuco, 
• 'íiu-inLr its wiitcrs to rise considcr;il)ly. A t cer ta in 
j)ciiod,-. '.iicc in twcnty-fivc yc;u's on an averagc , th i s 
(.\. rll.iw i^roved dcstruct ivc, csj)ccially to t h e capital , 
wbosc main síjuare kiy barely four fcct abovc t h c kikc 
Tai _lit by c\i)crici c , t he Âztccs had .sought to stciu 
tl \.atci 's with dikcs, not only round t h e citv b u t 
on tl * iioitlicrii lakcs. Ijoth of thcsc wcic , bcsidt..-.^ 
divifl (1 into two scctions l.y ti';uisvcrsc c^iuscwavs. 
A l t h o u g h s t i ( i i - tk , 11,(1 and cxtcndcd undcr S]);uii^li 
rulc thc b;u'i'ici's j)ro\c(l iiu 11".ctivc, ;is wc I ivc sccn, 
and (lrain;ig<' w;is at l;ist .lcckiicd to bc thc onlv iuc;uis.' 

< >n«,' n;itui'al outlct Iroiii thc valley < xisted iii thc 
sma l l s t r ca ino f T( (juis(|ui;u',but iii.;isureinciits .show<(l 
that thc .'ost of mai.iiMj- it :iv;iilal)lc for drain;i<_rc would 
l..f too ._rn;it. ;uid tli;it t he oidy J)r;i('t ic;d)l.3 point for 
;in . )U t | ( t w;i-^ nc:ii t h c vill;i(_r,. o f H u c l i i i c t o c ; i , ; ,s 

d.'inon.strat.d ;dr. ;..|y in l;-)iSO \,y Licci î  lo (Jbre'n)n 

d._./...^,^,:...'.^/./..^ ),uie«.í;;";;;;ijr^^ 
.. -.V.. On : . ' M . M ^ m c o b r . u h .,f t!,.. «,.uth.ru . .a. . . w.-,s two ll').,.|-p, .,'; 
werc .d . .d. V V. r.J,c.l. .- • lu, «.u " . c tu .u ,,r,.vi ,1 ,„ . j ,„l„ ;,! ,„ x,„ hin.ih , 
und . . . i rmin. ' ^iwu. 11.̂  . . . i^ »-«ao a new a.j„. ,!„, t. ('nro. 1',... Si.J'i 
2C>-I -'(4-.); ifeltrtirii. .\f.j,,j n. (I'J ;{. ' . '• 
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CAXAL COXSTRUCTION. 9 

and Arciniega. By means of a tunnel between the 
mount Sincoe and Nochistongo hill the ever threat-
ening waters from most elevated northern lakes of 
Zumpango could be carried through the Tula tribu-
tary of Rio Pánuco to the gulf of JMexico. This 
being decided upon, Enrico Martinez, a Hollander,^' 
and the Jesuit Juan Sanchez^'' submitted plans for 
the work, one of which embraced also a partial drain-
age of the middle lakes, while another proposed 
merely to divert the waters of Rio Quauhtitlan from 
the Citlaltepec section of Zumpango Lake. The 
latter was adopted as the speedier and cheaper, and 
on November 28, 1607, the viceroy broke the first 
sod in presence of a vast concourse of oflScia s and 
citizens. The work was intrusted to Martinez,^^ who 
displayed great energy, and set an immense nuinber 
of Indians to the task, at different points. The 
expense was covered by a tax of one and a half per 
cent on the city property, and a levy on wine.̂ ^ 

A canal conducted the waters from the Citlaltepec 
section of Zumpango Lake, or rather from its great 
tributary, Kio Quauhtitlan, to Huehuetoca, and thence 
thc}- passed through a tunnel more than a league in 
lengtli, and four by five varas in height and width, fol-

**Educated in Spain, it seems. He enjoyed the title of royal cosmog-
rapher and -wrote Repertorio de los Tiempos y fíistoria Xatural de Xucva 
Espaíta, i\Iexico, 1606; Antonio, Bib. fíisf. Xova, iii. 564. Humboldt men-
tions a treatise on trigonometry, Essai Pol., i. 211, but it is probably embraced 
in the above. 

" Alegre intimates that the plans are due to him, and that he at first had 
chicf control. IJi<t. Comp. Jcsus, i. 438-9. Spanish writers of course prefer 
to keep the foreigner in the background. Among others connected with the 
surveys and plans were fathers Mercado and Santos aud Doctor ViIIcrino. 

*"Sanchez, the associate, soon quarrelled and ret 'ed. Torquemada, i. 
758. Cavo places the inaugural day on December 28th. Trc< Siglos, i. 247. 

^^The real estate, valued at 20,267,550 pesos, yielded over 304,000 
pesos. Cepeda, ReL, 14. Wtne was taxed 50 pesos for every pipe. The 
clergy were not exempt. Torquemada, i. 75S; Recop. de Ind., i. 91-2. The 
laborers received five reals for seven days, an almud of maize every week, 
and a pound of meat daily. A hospital was erected for their sick. They 
came from different provinces, to the number of 471,154, with 1,664 female 
cooks. Cepeda, Rel., 18. He adds that the actual money paid tliem between 
November 1607 and May 1608 was 73,611 pesos. The authoritative m i t e r of 
Mex., Rel. Estad., 2, declares that 50,000 natives lost their lives during the 
work, while Cepeda and others malntain tliat quite an insignificant number 
perisheA They had reasons, however, for hiding disagreealjle facts. 



10 OI'KXINC OV THE sKVEXTEEXTll ( KXTriiY. 

lowcd by ;i can;d to Bio Tula." On May 1."), IdOS, 
thc tii'st c;nial w;is coinjdcted, ;u l on Scj)t(.'iiiber I7 th 
w;itcr jcisscd through the tunncl in j^rcscncc of the 
viccrov, ainidst tlic i'cioicings of the colonistswho had 
i'c;isoii ío bc j.roiid of ;ui ciiL;ii cring fc;it so rare a t 
tli;it tiiue. It w;is not ICIIL;", howcvcr, bcfore the in-
cflici* ncv <'f th(> work l)cc;inie ;i])j);irciit, the conduit 
b, iii'_̂ ^ too sniall, on too hi^h a lcxcl, ;uid so j)oorly 
v^ciltcd and faccd ;is frciniciitly to cliokc witli its own 
dcbris. The cfl'orts to rciucdy the kittcr defect j)roved 
of n.) av;ul,'-^ and it w;is cvcii projioscd to construct 
aiiothcr channcl. for which, in 161 1, Alonso de Ari;is 
inadc survovs. ^Iartin(.z could not well be held to 
;uis\vcr. l"()r he liad submittcd otl r inore thorough 
I^laiis than thc clic;ij) ;u l sjucdy one adojjted.'"^ Tliree 
V(:irs l;it( r thc cclcbratcd Dutch ciiginccr, Boot, re-
jioitcd in l'̂ îvor of the ancient Aztcc dike systcni for 
the c;ij)it;d, on tlic ground tliat the southern lakes 
wci'o fullv as daii^ci'ous as tlie northern. ^Martincz 
îi'^ricd to somc of his views, but insisted that it \\;is 
ab.jv-' all ncccss;u'y to maintain the tunnel outlet.-' 

••(•.].( 1;i's li_'ur(^.s, R.I., [.t, i. •J.'), iii. 21 , a re 9,000 varaa f . r t h e t u n n e l 
wli. u h r s t '\'< u. ' i ; :;fter\\:iicl ic cluc c.l l.y c\t(.iicling it i u t o a n oji«u , u t . l l uu i -
I ildt i-í I;'.'. \ . '•y > x.' t in ;_'ivnig the tunne l a length ot 0,000 u tru^í, a wit l th 
of :>,.'., and :i li' igh t «>I 1 '-', 

" l ' i i l i .k . i l m u l lirick,i w re 8(X)n i« j (et((I for \\<)<><\ f, ings, and tlic^c í<'r 
maBonry, bi:t ii:--:. .i.l « f uu « Uiptic arch a uiere \:i ilt was e,,nst U(.tc,l, r c s t in^ 
on an insccure i..,ii,.î;iti.,ii, >->> t h a t the \\;il!s were uudei ' iniued ;iud i d l in. 
1 hc « .xtciit (,f tlie .l::i. I. iit t.i. iii_s hoiiie yeurs l.iter i,s y i \c i i iu ' < /i<'<la, R'L, 
lii. '.Jl 11 seq. 

**'i «t Be\eral wiiti.ni Bcck t . l.lmiie h im, :iu(l assuiiie t h a t tlie rcjcctt 'd 
j.lai.s had l.i ' u made l.y Sunehe/ . 'I c caual j . rojeet iu IiíOl waa cstiin;it«-.l 
t.) I. .juir.' a lciiL'th of <i t,j '.> leaguet-; now tho K u g t h «,f a jierfcct dr .nn ,'.̂ .: of 
thc liir. «J h ikci waa ].l...«cl a t 7i i.<"'() \ a i a s , with a .1. j.tli cf lo. Cj.iJn^ uhi 
BUp.; ' . ' -- ii''ii''-i, Cro, \ i . \'22. V.y t l . n tiine t!ic- < '.,1. ii.jit i:r,: for t h c 
w.jrk ;.. «;or.lin_' t,j ol i i ' lal accjuiit ^ amoun t i , 1 t , )41l! , i ; j l i icsoHoulof .",!(),(KM) 
cjollott.-d. 1:, . ' / ' ., I: L E tu 1 ,•!. tho co.sL is i i h i c d at 1,1 ID.I i)U ,,. S,M U|) t,. 
|.,_';;. / Unc \ '-'i-'. ' ;ou/al«/. Dúvila nmL« s it ;i.'.),,'_',IHI |,,i-tli(. in..t 
íew y. ui.-, d u n n g w . 'i r-'"*,!.:.*) lal,. .i« .)» had l.««ii c m i . l o o d . 'í. iC n, L' I, s., 
i. •-' 

^ ' .^ lar t inc/ i.r«.%-ailc,l on !! . a u t h . r : ' , . - t . 1. t him ,i«!f«. t thc t u n u . l , l,ut 
he : . 'l t'> . a n y ou t • ic aLTt. in<ul, , '• 1. / , . Ix?cau8c l.i . .* i i ina te of K M.OOO 
].»-̂ o9 . [ . jcaicd on c l * . r iu •i..cti(.n : . l..,. ; .. 1 ,\\. i;...ii'.s i. ],.,its, uu'i \\i<-
diacu.'-1 :) t l icrcon, a rc i.'iv.n m ( >i>r,!u, j ; . / , , y u. I 17. i h a vi.Ws \.<re 
*trcn'.^cu«.'«l l y tJ. •.!.!. s f. ':, t le i uth. n i l;il;e wat. ' r . ('ivo, J'r' • S '/'<,M, 
II. 'Jl'.' I '^^t - ; ' l*Mri t') l .a \e U e n rt tai i i . «1 aa ;,. t i \ . «jr e'Hisiiltiu',' « ;, iii. . r 
irom l''>13 ;:ii.il l<>4<). wi th I •-t . ducaU j a v . /'.;i>. w(, / , ; . / /I,i.;,,,iln v. 
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NEGRO REVOLT. U 

The value of either plan was disputed till Viceroy 
Gelves, in 1623, caused the tunnel to be closed in 
order to test the eíFect of the Quauhtit lan and 
Pachuca tributaries on Zumpango Lake and conse-
quently on the Tezcuco. The rise proved consider-
able, and in December came unexpected rains whicli 
so increased it tha t the city was endangered, and tlie 
Huehuetoca tunnel had again to be opened;^*' and 
work was renewed upon it in accordance with a neg-
lected royal decree of 1516, although not without 
much discussion and numerous reports. 27 

In 1609 occurred a serious revolt among the ne-
groes in the Vera Cruz district. Tired of their masters' 

^ yoke, a number of slaves had escaped from diíferent 
towns and plantations, to unite with their free brethren 
near the present town of C6rdoba, and ensconce theni-
selves among tlie rugged hills in that vicinity, whence 
they would pounce upon travellers and settlements. 
Their leader was an aged man named Yanga, who for 
thir ty years had been seeking to stir his race to united 
action against the colonists.^^ The raids had beeii 
endured for souie tiiiie, attended by the defeat of es-
corts and improvised troops,under cruel circumstances; 
but íinally the insecurity of the road to Mexico called 
for stringent measures against the baiids, which were 
growing both in nuniber and daring. Pedro Gon-
zalez de Herrera of Puebla was commissioned to sub-
due them, and set forth toward the end of January 
1609 with one hundred soldiers, as many volunteers, 
and a number of native archers, to whom some two 

** The statement of a Dccember flood rests on Gemelli Careri, ubi sup., and 
has been disputed, biit i t fînds confirmation in the report of a commission of 
16'24, showing that damage was done to the city by a sudden rise of waters. 
Cepeda, ReL, pt. ii. 19; Gramb'ila, Tumultos, MS., I I ; Ward's Mex., ii. 2S'2-
7. Early documents bearing on this subject are to be found in D'tcc. Unir., 
i.\. 146 et seq. 

'̂ In 1629 came disasters which gave energy to operations, as we shall see. 
••'̂  Torquemada, i. 7.'59, intimates that a t Mexico also a revolt was projecte.l, 

for Epiphany, when a king would be elected ' y otros con Titulos do Duques,' 
etc. I t was quickly suppressed. 



\2 <^ri:\IX(i OF TIIE SEVEXTKr.NTiI CENTURY. 

I.undrcd ."^jjani^irds ;uid half-brccds were added from 
scttleinents {>\i tlic way. 

A tiicsoinc march brouíîht him near the haunts of 
thc iiisur<_rciits, thouíîh without knowinjTf where or 

.^ ' C) _ o 

liow io iiicct tl Mu. Prom this dilemma he was ic-
licv. ,1 bv tlu> arriv;d of a nics,s;i<rc fromYaii<xa and liis 
iiiilit;iry licutcnant M;itos;i, brought by a cajitivc, who 
li;id bccn (lcfi;uitly inst iiictcd to guielc tlic troops to 
tlic tbot (.f the iicijrocs' strouLrhold, so tha t thcv ini<ilit 

ri O ' ./ o 

mc;isurc arins with theni. Hcrrcra gladly availed 
liinis(.'lf ot" tliis vauiitiiií]f challeníjfe, to wdiich the cliief-

O O ' 

t a ins companions had objcctcd, and in the la.st wcck 
of l '\bru;iry lic cainc in sight of tlie negro cainjj, ou 
thc summit of a inount;un. Peirardlcss of the iuis-
sil. s shoW(.rcd uj)on them, the >'>paniards climbed tlie 
ruL̂ '̂ ĉd sloj.c, and thougli many a onc was felled, now 
bv ;i (l;irî, iiow bv soine thunderiníx rock or bearn which 

* 1 1 " . . . " 

'•Misl d cvcivthing in its jjath, they jjeiscvcrc'l and 
-;iin( (1 the cainp, which contained fuîly three scorc 
liou-cs. with church, j)ublic cdificcs, and newly jihmttd 
ticlds. Tlic iic'_;rocs rctircd to scvcr;d strong poinis 
around, wiih t l c loss of quite a number, includin'^^ 
scvcral lc; l( rs, vct siill dcíi;int. Their .sjiirit failcih 
howcxcr, w'itli succccdiiio- rcvcr.scs. and, as tlicy .s;iw 
tii. ir familics falling (aj^tivc, tl ir I juscs biiri d, aud 
their ctfccts .scizcd "r dcstroycd, they subniÍLtcd terms 
of cii'jitulation lo thc vic.i'oy. ()n conditioii that 
1 ;in;_;.i ai l his ii'cc co:iij);uiions lu' i_;ivcn a sitc Ibr ;t 
i v. s.'ll.lciiicnt in thc iicÍL^diborhood, tl v j^romiscd 
to siu'i. iidd' all li ^ritlv,' ncgi'ccs in thc c;uiij)s, and 
thcrc;iftcr to a.s.sî f. if diily icwardcd, in thc c;i|)turc 
of aiiy who to,,k i'ctii;^,, ÍM tl tt i'c^lon. This w;is 
;i.<,̂ rcc(l 1'.; ;uid soon ^iticr i hcy Ibiuidcd t lic vilh -'c of 
.•^iii L'jrciizo, r. iiMÍnii,'̂ ^ thcnccforth <'oinnaratTv<'lv 
iaithful.^ ' •' 

In thc tbllowinir y.'.y a morc c.xtciisivc campaign 
, . , l w ? V ' ' '; '^^^Z!,JiT\í"' •''I'r^'i"t"lfrom aniou'. them. whilc a 
' í . u . I.b ; ' ' "^^'^'^ '•' ^^'^"' l ' " t ^ > ^^a'.t^. Ali'jri, //ist. C'jiitj,. 
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had to be undertaken against Indian rebels in Du-
rango. This region w âs frequently disturbed by one 
tribe or another, abused as the natives were by miners, 
and favored by the physical features of their country, 
which on one side presented rugged ranges, and on 
the other plains and deserts. The private explora-
tions of Francisco de Ibarra in this direction had 
revealed vast agricultural and mineral resources, and 
aided by his influence with the viceroy he had se-
cured a commission as governor and captain-general 
to conquer and rule the still unsubdued country to 
the north. He entered w ith a strong force, and laid 
claim to all the region beyond the Hne now dividing 
Jalisco and Zacatecas from Sinaloa and Durango, 
applying to it the name of Nueva Vizcaya, a term 
which soon became confined to the district east of the 
Sierra Madre range, embracing, for a w hile, a part of 
Coahuila. In 1563 he formally established the still 
existing settlement of Nonibre de Dios as a villa;^ 
and beyond, in Guadiana Valley, he founded as his 
capital Durango, known also by the name of the 
valley. In 1621 this was made a city and the seat 
of a new diocese extending over all of Ibarra's gov-
ernment.^^ He pursued his discoveries as far as San 
Bartolomé Valley, in southern Chihuahua, and thence 
westw^ard into northern Sinaloa, where he foundcd 
San Juan de Sinaloa, laying claim also to the two 
southern districts of Culiacan, w îth the settlement 
of San IMiguel, and to Chametla, with San Sebastian, 
which had maintained a precarious existence siiice 
Guzman's time. 

The tribes of Sinaloa proved very hostile, and San 
Juan liad to be abandoned. I t was refounded in 
1583 under the name of San Felipe, but only after 
1596, when it became a presidio, was the perma-

'° The control of thia waa long disputed by the govemment immediately 
Bouth, and then seized upon by the viceroy; but In 1611 it was restored to 
Nueva Vizcaya. 

'̂  The Augustinian, Gonzalo de HermosiIIa, was the first prelate. 
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ncncy of tliis scttlciuent sccurcd. In 1610 the border 
^\;is advanced to Rio del Fiicrtc, so naii xl aftcr 
thc fort of Montcsclarcjs there crccted; and now the 
Jcsuits bcg;ui tlie convcrsion of ^M^U'os and Yaquis. 
Thirty yc;irs hitcr S;in Juaii Bauti.st;i was founded in 
.Soiior;i \ ' ;dlcy. already made known by expeditions 
wlii( h had j);issc(l into thc northern regions. All this 
countrv wcst of tl ; Sierra Madre was ruled by a 
militíiry captain apjiointcd by thc viccroy, biit subjcct 
in civil mattcrs to the irovernor at DurauLro. In 

o _ o 

("oahuila, S;iltillo w;is forinally founded in 1586, 
and Parnis in \ )9S, jjartly by Tlascaltccs, while in 
( diihuahua it w;is not till líi.'îl tha t a j^icsidio rose 
at Parni l in the rich inininij: rcírion, ai l iicrmanent 

O O ' 1 

nii---i<)iis in 1 (•);!',) anion'j: thc Tarahumar;\s.^-
Side by sidc with scttlcrs ;ii l Uiiiici's strode the 

tVi;u's, in this icgion, notably the Jcsuiís, wliosc aim 
was iiot ;tlonc to convci't, but to p;icily and jjrepare 
thc n;ttivcs for thc yokc of Christ and the colonists. 
It w;is chcap and LÍf(>ctivc, tliis subjugation by the 
cross. W'tirtar.' ;ig;uiist thc wilder tribes of the north 
j)i'.i\cd quite <litfciciit from that ag;iinst thc more cul-
tu i .d ;in(l scttlcd conimunitics cncountcrcd byCorti^'s. 
Hc ic tli,' c;ij,turc of;» c;ij)it;il, the trcaty with a ruler, 
c.'i 'nilly sutliccd to control thc jjcojilc; but aniong the 
nortl^*rii trihcs trc;itics ;iv;iilc(l l iuh ' with the jj'etty, 
irn-jtoiisibl.' cliicft;iiiis uiilcss tlicy wcre sj)cci;dlv 
( .Jiiimissioncd hy thc j.cojilc, ;ind to r;iva<_,nj thcir viÍ-
h'M̂n s was s( Idom ctfc.tivc. Hci c, aftcr many and 
c.-îly nulitarvf.i.ci';iti()ns, Vic.roy \'el;isco had toward 
t l - ( ' l o s c . j f t l ' f . l . c c d i l l ' ^ r , ' , . , , ( ; , , . y f o u i i d i t IK'CC'S.S;il'y 

t'. ^idoj.t :i dillcrcnt ...ur-, ,aii(i stooj) to what m;iy be 
t.-rn -d huniiliatinLC <'o, '.-s>ioiis. iJut hc stooj)od to 
coiiqucr, for undcr sl,, It.T of this j)ur(li;iscd jn.actj 
mis-ionaric-xrcj.t lorward to ÍMMcn ;i gniduallv tio-ht-
cniii'j' boi l, .--ccurcd ;.t dillircnt j^oints by inilit;iry 
c..|.)nic.^. This pol y did iiot succccd in .vcrv (juar-

'•-Ih.^hÍBtory oi . \ , , . \ . y,/.av,-.. U,-..i ,,„ „„,,,, «umdard ,„ . t l i„nt i .H aa 
P-rra, R< a.-.un. I>nru,g,., Do^. II. - Ms . ; s.naloa, Mi,,,. JJU., MS. ; Al-
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ter, nor was it efíected elsewhere without occasional 
struggles. The resolute opposition of the Sinaloa 
tribes to the encroachments of the Spaniards served 
to animate also adjoining peoples who had already 
submitted and found jus t cause for discontent in the 
oppression and outrages practised by miners and 
others. 

In 1601 the Acaxées, who occupied the mountain 
regions of Topia and San Andrés/^ rose to the numbcr 
of five thousand, with a solemn determination to kill' 
or drive aw^ay every Spaniard. They swooped down 
with unexpected suddenncss on the villages and 
mining camps, whosc nun:ber may be estimated from 
the statement that over ibrty churches shared in the 
dcstruction. The first eífective resistance encoun-
tered was at San Andrés, where the small garrison 
manao'ed to hold out for a fortniíîlit, till Governor 
Urdinola learned of their strait and came to the 
rescue with sixty men. The warriors now^ withdrcw 
to the mountain fastnesses, and kejjt the pursuing 
troops constantly engaged in toilsonie marches and 
sharp skiriiiishcs, ever oii thc ;dert to entrap them into 
ambuscades, though with little success. W h a t arms 
failed to achieve w âs accomjjlished by means of Urdi-
nola's generous treatment of a iiumber of captured 
Acaxée w^omen. This touched the hearts of the 
husbands, and with the gentle persuasion of Fa ther 
Santaren they submitted and began to rebuild their 
churches.^* The Sabaibos held out for a while longer 
under the guidance of a sorcerer who proclaimed 
himself bishop, and even God, and proceeded with 
the aid of associated apostles to carry on a peculiar 
spiritual and political administration. His rule was 
soon cut short, and with him disappeared the last 
trace of the revolt. 

bkuri, fíist. Mis., MS.; Arlegui, Ribas, Alegre, Beaumont, Mota-Padilla, is 
fullv related in my fí'istory of the North M 

" For particulars see Å'cUive Races, i. 6 
** For a detailed account of the campai| 

see Hist. Xorth Mex. States, i., this series. 

fullv related in my H'istory of the North Mexican States, this series. 
" For particulars see Xative Races, i. 614. 
** For a detailed account of the campaign with its interesting happenings, 
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This submissioii ;ij)j)(\irs to havc cither irritated or 
cml.'íldciicd tlic Xi.xiincs, ;i tribc of cannibalistic ten-
(lci i. -. who adjoincd thc a\.c;ix(''cs on the south, ;uid 
nuikcd ;is tlicir l)itter tbcs. The nciírhborssoou bcíxan 
to ;ii)j»c;d for aid ag;iinst tlicir onshiughts, and with 
iiit( rccs.- îon of friars thcy wcrc in KíO? induccd to 
i'clcnt; but threc yc;us hitcr thcy broke out in open 
rcvoll, and an c\j)cdition of two hundred Sjmniards 
and (lcvi n hundriMl Indians marchcd aixainst them. 
Thcir two strongholds wcrc quickly reduced, and 
aft( r the cxccution of tlie riiiglc;i(lcrs the cxcuscs of 
tlic rcmaindcr were ;icccj)tc(l with a readincss tha t 
scrvcd only too often to encounigc hostilitics, as inay 
bc sccn t hroi .j'hout the historv of tliis frontier reírion 

v^ ^ «' O 

to thc j>r( scnt time. Had thc same policy bccn pur-
sucd by ('.)rtt's and his contemporaries, )Sj)aiiish 
doinination might havc been deferred for years. This 
1, inj^orizing w;is owing in part to a changc in the cliar-
;i.'t( r of thc scttlcrs, and a divcrsion of public interest 
from thc caiccr of conqucst, and partly to actual weak-
i >- ;ui.l ind(,('ision; but under thc circumstances it 
w;i> (l'uigcroiis to (lisj)l;iv it so freely. 

(»í thi> an iiist;incc niay bc found in the more 
-. iious ()utbrc;dv in thc s;uiic jirovincc, in l^l^^amono" 
tl rcj.chuaiics, tor iio onti';i'_;'cs or otlier gooií reason 
îj.j). ;ir t.) h;iv.; ;itlbrdc(l thc |)retc\t. This tribc cov-

crcd ;i widc -[)ic; l ;u'c;i in I )ur;uigo, cxtcndinc iuto 
southcrn ('hi íuahua ;in(l bordcriu'.,'' c;ist ;ui(l iioTtli on 
Toj)i;i. aiid I id yicM.il «̂ r,„„l iruit to tlic dcsuit mis-
sionari. .̂ l)ism;iy.<l by tl ' .lowiifall of thcir intlu-
cii('( , the ii;iti\c s(ji'('crcrs stro\, . h;ird t(. combat the 
i V. icliLíioii; aiid encour;i'.;('d by thc c\;iinj)l<; of thc 
S,il„, bo hish(.|). oii.-(.f thciii jirochiin d hiinsclfa inc.s-
s ;ih divincly aj poinlcd 1 ,j frc,. hi> j)( (.j)lc from the 
torei'_rn yek-' Tuis . I in t. i he sust;iincd by a num-
i 'v of chnerly .xc.-und niii;ic|cs, and by allurin<r 
j.ro>( • ('t> (li^scinii iu (1 bv ;i.'tivc î nnts . "" 

l l is j.luis succccdcd, aiid liis ).. of.le ro.c ;dniost („ 
,i,tf<<.. A t Atoioiulc. nc;u'Iy two liundrcd Sj iniards, 
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men, women, and children, were massacred; at Pa -
pasquiaro a number were lured to destruction by 
treachery; at Zape ninety persons fell. Durango city, 
the seat of government, might also have been sur-
prised but for the premature outbreak on the part of 
ccrt;LÍn greedy chieftains, wliich gave the alarm, and 
enabled measures to be taken against the great simul-
taneous attack on the 21st of November. Thcse 
measures extended also to the Acaxííes, Xiximes, and 
íjther tribes who were jjrevailed upon to withhold at 
least active cooperation in the revolt. 

Nevertheless the outlook became so serious tha t 
appeal for aid w âs sent to the viceroy, who gave 
orders upon the royal coffers at Zacatecas and Du-
rango for funds, wherewith to raise more troops. The 
Tepehuanes generally avoided an encounter. Wi th 
the spring of 1617 the revolt was practically ended. 
Deserted by their messiah, who mysteriously disap-
peared, the .still rebellious bands took refuge in the 
mountains, there to be exposed to repeated attacl?s 
from diíferent quarters, to which a price upon their 
heads gave incentive. After suifering heavy losses 
they were induced gradually to rejoin their submis-
sive brethren. As it was, the outbreak had caused a 
drain on the royal treasury of several hundred thou-
sand pesos, besides losses in revenue and to settlers, 
and retarded material progress in the province for a 
number of years.^'^ 

A lenient policy characterized more and more the 
att i tude of the government toward the natives, and 
experiments were continually tried for promoting 
their welfare. In 1602 came a cédula recommending 
a system of public hiring of Indians, to take the jjlace 
of repartimientos. A fair was accordingly established 
in the principal squares a t Mexico^^ under supervision 
of a judge, where employers might come to engage 

"^For a full account see Hist. North Mex. States, i., this series. 
'*0n Sundays. Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 237. 

HisT. M x., •V̂ oL. I I I . 2 
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laborcrs. A s usual, corrupt ion crcjjt in to coun te rac t 
t h c intciidc.l bcncfits. .Sjicculators tbund it lucra t ivc 
to cn'j:;iL:<', with ('onniv;incc of t h e j u d g e , a largc nuin-
bcr of thc Iii<li;iiis, and hire t h e m to o thc r s a t hiffher 
nit. 's. This ;d)ii-c l)( (';iiuc so grc;i t t h a t t h e sys tem 
h; l to bc al);ui(loncd.^' 

In jjursiuuicc of tliis st( |), and wi th a vicw to re 
iiiovc c;iusc tbr i( volt, ;iu i inpor tan t decree appeared 
iu l»'.Ol). conunandii f t ha t i^rovisions and clothinír 

^T 1 O 

must bc sold to In(li;uis at rc;ison;d)lc juiccs, and t l ia t 
thosc who ;ittemj)tc(l to <lcfc;it tliis nicasurc should 
!.(' jiunishcd. In thc niiiiin'_;' d is t r ic ts t h c I n d i a n s 
\\ , ' rc 1.. 1)(̂  g;ilhcrcd iiito vilhigcs and givcn land to 
cultiv;itc, and churchcs ;ind hosj)it;ds. Thosc who 
sctiK'd in thcs(.' villagcs wcrc to l)c c x c m p t for six 
A( ;irs tVoiii thc usu;d rc();ii'tiniicnt()s; bu t t h c v iiiust 
ii.,î lc;i\'c ihc jjhicc. Sincc it w;is ncccssarv to ( îi-
c(iiir;i'_;c \\..)k and j . rogrcss ;inioii'.^' all classcs, rejiart i-
miciit..- inu-t bc maintained till tlic incrcasc of slavcs 
;ni(l \ . ) lunt. ir \ workcrs allowcd then i to bc reduced or 
;ibolisl .1. N(.t niorc tlian oiie scventh of a vi l lacc 
j)oj.ul;ition should bc called aw;iy at a t imc, in duc 
tu i i i , i .r*iiiu-t tlicy bc sciit to ;i vcry d i s tan t jihicc or 
..ii. ditfcriii'_'-,L;r.'''<tlv in tc inpera turc from t lui t to wliich 
thcy wci''' uscd. Tlic (i;iy must bc tair, ;iii(l coxcr t h e 
tiiiic tbr comii / ;iiid going to work. T h c t i inc ai l 
ii..iui'c (.t labor should uot bc c^cccdcd oi- chai 'cd. 
Xoiic ciiild b.' coiid( iniicd Ibr criiiics to j^crsoi il scr-
\'\i''-, i .r c'.uld .•ncoiii. iidt'ios cx;ict it in licu of t r ibu te . 
Tl c;irryin'/ of hc ls w;is icst rictcd, j iart icuhirly whcrc 
bc;tst- of bui(l(!n could hc iutr..(Ii 'cd.** Xot loiiLC he-
f .1'.' th is ;i l'íw had hccn issiicd c\(jmj)ting froin cnco-

- " . ' ^ ^ " " ^ ^ " ' ' ^ li.'li'.-i ...,u insUneia, Ix.lver h. lo i.a.'v h,.' Torqu4>mada, 
i. T'J'". 

» A n . .rli.T .1.. r.-. i)rohil.ife.l . N. u voluntary e.irryiu- of ^wxls, l...t thia 
could i.ot l-'..U'y.-.l Tho.s.. m, h,,i^. ..f herdsgliouM ii„l he h, 1,1 responsible 
• '"- ' . 'f.''- «>Ii"'-'« •••n.-'t.-.l with i(i,..rtii,.i,„t.>8 must \>e ulu well 
known !..r tm.ln.-". and i..,,„'.y; th. y , ..uM a,, . ,,t !,, ouly from the em-
,,l,.y.r lu r ther i,:,n„r i' ;.ndi ' ' . ,u. .„.. ^MV.U m M<.iJ. i,,.. ,j,.r, Srn tricj., 216^ 
••; • !'•!;'• w i " ' ;' ' ° ' "" ' -^'" • "• '•••' l'hia iui'i . r tant h t t e r w.-.. 
dau-d Mav •_•»,. ]i.ir,. I:. ,,i,..,„, .^jt,, j , , tcnor Veksco n _-i.lat.il th. 
ho,.r- of lul".r .11 1 otlur ii .itt. rs. 

[ 



REFORM MEASURES. 19 

miendas, and from tribute for ten years, all hi therto 
unsubdued Indians who voluntarily gave allegiance to 
church and king.^ I t was a measure well calculated 
to aid the missionaries and to promote a peaceful con-
quest. I n the settled regions on the other hand we 
find a contrast in the confirmation of encomiendas to 
the third and fourth Hfe. 

The execution of reform measures was by no means 
easy, but Velasco sought to do his duty, and though 
exercising no undue severity he brought upon him-
self the hostility of a large class. His friendly 
feeling toward the natives is displayed in several 
recommendations, notably tha t of giving to them all 
the land required, leaving only the balance to Span-
iards.*" Hi s zeal was not overlooked, for in 1609 lie 
received the title of marqués de Salinas, and two 
years later promotion to the presidency of the India 
Council." So distinguished a preferment could not 
be refused, and he set sail for Spain June 12, 1611,^" 
leaving behind the reputation of a w^se and humane 
ruler, against whom the only objection may be an 
excessive leniency which served well for the time, but 
left the seed of future troubles.*^ 

As his entry into the government had been pre-
ceded by a comet, to which his successful rule lent a 
favorable significance, so his departure was attended 
by an eclipse of the sun; and the terror which this phe-
nomenon inspired received fresh impulse tw^o months 
later from an earthquake whereby a number of build-

^'This law was issued on November 25, 1607, and confirmed in 1671 and 
1672. Montemayor, Svmarios, 2. 

*° Advertimkntos, in Instmc. Virreyes, 256. 
'•^Together with 20,000 ducats 'ajruda de costa.' He already received a 

pension of 6,000 at the end of his former rule in Mexico, and now his children 
were granted additional allowances. The title of marquis appears to have 
been issued in 1607, CaUe, Mem. y NoL, 55, though Vetancurt intimates a 
year or two later. Trat. Jlíex., 13. 

** Exercising the power of viceroy to the day of sailing. Torquemada, i. 
767. Calle writes I7th of June. 

** His partiality for the Dominicans is spoken of in Dávila, Cotitinttctcion, 
MS., 202. Already very aged, he did not long survive his promotion. 
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iii'^s wci'c dcsti 'oycd in dit lcrent j);ii'ts, i iotably ;it 
Mc\i( ' . ) . i i i \ ( ) l \ ing tlic loss ol'sc\"cr;d li\cs.*^ 

Al though A'chisco rulcd unti l t h e (hiy of liis dejJart-
urc, tlic si '(,c-s(>r to tli(> viccroy^dt y w;is ;dr(\'i(ly to be 
tound ;i; M ' x i c o in tlic j)crsou of Archbishoj) ( Jarcía 
< .'ucri';i. ;i n . iiiiinic;ui, born ;d)()ut l.jliO ;it b ' roiucsta, 
i .ir \ ' ;dcnci;i , of ;i iioblc l ious( \ ' ' A s jirior a t \ ;dl;i-
dolid hc n ii ^í (1 to g;iiii f;ivor iii t h e <'y< s ot" h'clijjo 
I H . , ; i i l a liist icsulf w;is his apjjointniciit to t h e 
vacai v c;ui--c'l by thc dc;itli in Octobcr 1606"of G a r -
.'í;i dc S;inta M;ii í;i y Mci loza, arclibishoj) of Mcxico. 
This j)rcla1. had bccn jjrior of tlic conv(.'nt ;it t h e 
b,-cori;il. L;( ncr;il ot" tlic J e r o n i m i t c order , and a g r c a t 
t";ivoritc .'f Philij) I I . , wlio named liim oi ; of his cx-
(cut(.rs T h c si 'ccssor to tlic throi .' ex tcndcd th i s 
f;i\(.r bv c'.nl"cri'in<î on him t h e archdioccsc in N c w 
Sj);tin whicli lic adininistcre'd in a satistl ictorv manne r , 
li\ iii'_; c \ c r t hc humlilc lifc of a fri;ir, vct st^uninfr his 
nicinoi'\" b\ ' thc bÍLî'otcd ;ict ol" dctaciu"" na t ivc sculp-
tui , s. A\ hih.' tlic dcs t ruct ion w;is not so scrious ;is 
t l ia t (';iu-(.'d by tlic icoiiochist Z;uii;írrag;i,** S;uita 
.Marí;i .lcs. rvcs CNCH g rca tc r condemnatioi i t h a n th i s 
.•;ii licr bishoj), wlio--c vandalism finds excuses to ;i ccr-
r.du . \ i - iii in thc convcision-zcal of his period, and in 
its intVrior ( nl ightcnn nt. 

(!)i . ir , i in;(.l.' his .iitr;iiicc iiito ] \ lc \ ico as jjrehite 
S ' j . t ' niber •-'i'th, ;uid by his wisc lulc confirmed t h e 
ro \ ;d choic.- t.. -i h c \ t cn t tliat with t h c promot ion 
..f" \ chisc'. c;uiic his own ;ij)j)oiiit m, nt ;is twe l l t h vicc-

•• l i . . . . li,,M- wai* t.ital and la.st.-.l t,Il •; i'. .M. .I,n„. lOth. Tor'i„i wn.la 
1. 7..V II, . .artli.Miak. . ' cu r ro i „„ .\i,^.„st 'J.itl,. • ]•;„ ,„-.',M,.U ,,„.• i,or 
Mwnik.i.. del .\r.-..l.:-[..i \ i r n y .sc- . ; , „ T , , , „ t,,r().s.' . s ' , , / ,„ , .„ ,, Ci,.,.,,,^ 
Caria. M - 1.''.; / . / . I,,ra,,s<. 'Kri'l., 'JJ. i , ,, ,,,.,-,. ,„i„... t l ian 40 ,^l„), UH 
wi th in .;" li,.ui-», «.-.>,J a th. r r ,a i i , ... . ... j . , , ,„,1„,,- ' j ; , ! , ., raiu ,,f ash.'S fell 
- t .Mexíco. J^'t'yia ( ontinuuri,.,,, .MS, •.'():}; ai,.l .M.ila-i'i i i j b , wl,o ,,la,...„ 
t h e . x h i . r . ..u Aj.ril 1.), . l . M r i l - s a M i n i l a r ,sh„Nver ii, ( ' . ,l , ,„a, , a „ s . . | l'y tl,.-
. n: i ti .1, of •!,' v„lc.-.„o. 'a , , , / . X. Cul.. _'7I. I,. ,!,„ . , , „ „ „ , ̂  ..f t he fol-
l ' . \ c ; . j year a i , " ti. r . a r t h q u a k e oceui i . .1, '•, , , . , J'r, ,< Si.tl,,. i •>',-

^ O Í the f.iiiulv <.f I). hi \ .•.•a(.,.. r ,a l l i s ,' ,r..nfa xi , ' \ ' 7 ' ' i u • 
a r . i Mar,a (. ' i . 'rro. H. i ' . . : . - . , , | a« a I ' . „ , i „ i , a „ i„ l,-,7^, ,..t Valla .h. l id, 
%\h. r. he be ..„ e 1 '. aeh . r aml |,rv.r. (;..„zalcz I . . . ,W w r i K s l,i« n a m e I ).• 
Í j igu iTni . / ', 1. 44: Ji.tt-tla, ( oni.,.t,„ri„n, M^ | ' . s -"( )0 

• • A J T . ' , . ' - . iii. •-•"•̂ , r. ; ; , . ' fu l lv |..):n't- out' 
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roy. I t was the second time tha t the .supreme political 
and ecclesiastical pow^er had been vested in one man, 
and, as the benevolence and sagacity of Guerra were 
recognized, his inauguration June 19, 1611, created 
wide-spread joy.*'̂  This was not to be of long dura-
tion, however. Guerra had for some time been an 
invalid, a fall from his carriage being one of the 
causes, and soon a cold caught during an expostirc to 
rain laid him low with fever. The jjhlebotomy ,so 
prevaleht among doctors of the time teiided to w^eaken 
him; and when an operation was demanded on an 
abscess he sank under it February 22, 1612, at the 
age of fifty-two.*^ Manifestations of grief were botli 
genefal and profound, and the obsequies surpassed in 
solemnity any tha t had so far been conducted in New 
Spain. A description may prove interesting. 

The embalmed body, arrayed in pontifical robes of 
purple taffeta garnished with gold and silver, rested 
in the chapel on a catafalque, covered with black gold-
bordered vclvet, and surrounded with candles. The 
interior of the chapel was draped in black. The heacl 
of the corpse reclined on a black velvet cushion, orna-
mented with gold and silver, and bore on the brow a 
mitre. Close to i t ' rose the guidon of the captain-
general, a rank held by the deceased in virtue of his 
oflSce as viceroy. A t the left shoulder rested the 
pastoral staíf, and in the right hand the archiepiscopal 
cross; at the feet were two royal ipaces of gilt silver, 
and between them the prelate's hat. 

For three days a constant stream of visitors appeared 
at the chapel to give a last look at the beloved face, 
while friars and clergy held vigils, masses, and chants 

" He had been staying at the convent iu Atlacubaya, and entered by way 
of Tlatelulco, under arches and amidst great pomp, on a Sunday. Dávila, Con-
tintiacion, MS., 20*2; \^etancvrt, l'rcU. Mex., 13. Cavo dates his power from 
June 17th; and Lorenzana, from June I2th. Concilios Prov., 1556-65, 216, 
he counting no doubt Velasco's departure. 

*^ Gonzalez Dávila, TecUro Ecles., ubi sup. Cavo states that the carriage 
accident occurred while he as viceroy was inspecting certain public works, 
and this injured one of his ribs, giving rise to the abscess. Tres Siglos, i. 256. 
On the 29th of January a solemn procession had been held to implore restora-
tion of his health. 
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h( ^ iis well as a t o ther temples . T h e bclls tolled 
sokn in lv all t h e while , and ncarlv evcrv j ^rson cx-
hibited soiue token of mourn ing , csjiccially oílicials 
ai l mcn of mcans. 

()n t h e 25th :i vas t coi ^oursc g a t h e r e d a t t h e pal-
acc to (.scort tli(> body to t h c ca thedra l tomb. F i r s t 
n i iched tlic school children with white l igh ted tajicrs; 
thcu c;iiiic thirty-cÍL;lit b ro the rhoods , according to age , 
witli s t andards , crosscs, and o the r i ia raphernal ia ; t h e 
di^erent monast ic ordcrs , closing wi th t h e D o m i n i -
c;ms, to whom bclon<^>'c(l t he dcccascd, followcd by over 
tbur hundrcd mcmbcrs of t h c clcrgy, t h e p rebendar ies 
ot 1 hc chaj.tcr beinL; last. T h e n camc t h e c(jflSn, hav ing 
at tlie \'<'o\ thc prelate 's ha t , and a cap wi th wh i t e tas-
sc| . il ' insi'_riiia of a mas tc r of thcol()í''v. Beli ind were 
bornc thc cross and guidon, draped in black, be tween 
two kin'_'s-;it-;irins. On e i ther side of t h e coflSn s t rode 
thc vic(.rcg;il guard , while halberdiers assisted in keep-
ÍIIL; l.;i('k tlic crowd. Fol lowing t h e g u a r d came t h e 
d(; '(.iis; t he commercial cour t ; t h e un ivers i ty repre-
scntat ion, with sixt^-four of i ts g r a d u a t e d doctors 
b, ;.rinu' t h c iiisignia of t h e faculty; t h e munic ipal i ty , 
j . r c c (lcd by tlieir mace-bearers ; t h e audiencia, w i th 
thr . . ncjihews of thc dcccascd; t h e royal oflBcers, 
bc;iriiii^f ;i black s tandard with royal a rms in go ld ; 
t h i c c conipanics of infantry in Hncs of scvcn, w i th 
;iriii,- i'cvcrscd, marching to thc s(jund ot" íbur muflfled 
drunis and two fifcs; thc macs t ic (K' ,sahi of t h e 
v ic . roy , bcariiií^' alolt (.n ;i half-jiike thc arnis of t h e 
dcc. ;iscd, '_:il(lcd (.11 ;i bh' 'k surf;icc; tliu ii istcr of 
I Jrsc ;ui(l cl 'uiibci l;iin, lc^iding ;i >!.•(d in dccj) inourn-
ini: with ;i 1"II,L: tr;iin; ;uiotlici'c^ciith n ui of i hc court 
on hoiscb;i('k, h'.r.' t hc Líuidon of (';ij)taiii-o'( iici;d with 
ro\;i l a rms on crinis(.n V( Iv.t 'i'l j . i . .ccs.s.ioii (doscd 
with tlic sc r \ ; in t s ol thc |)alacc, h-d by tlic n 'ijordon ) 

I5 . t \v( .n th'- palac' ' ;in(l thc "';itl (li;d tl\i c;iia,-
falqucs I l b.'cu ( r . c t cd . to scrvc ;i^ rc st inL(-j,l;i,.,..>^ ff,j. 
tl ' cotHn ;(> it w;is ir;in-t". r icd to diíh r. nt h(';ir, i-.s 
Tlie ' .idorc^ I). .1'.' it fr(.m tl ch;ij»cl to t h e lir.st st;U.i.,ii-
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then the cathedral chapter, the municipality, the uni-
versity corporation, and the commercial representa-
tives carried it successively, the oidores taking it from 
the hist station into the cathedral, w^here it was placed 
in a lofty position, amid a blaze of lights. A s the 
alféreces approached they lowered the standards, and 
placed them at the foot of the coflfin. On the left 
rested Gueria 's coat of arms; on the riíîht W''ei'c tlic 
cross and the guidon. After service the coflSii was 
buried at a late hour by the high altar, on the evangel 
side. I t was a grand and glorious casting-forth. 

Dur ing the novenary each religious order came to 
chant niasses, assisted by ecclesiastic and civil bodies. 
On Marcli 7th the members of the procession marched 
in tlie same ordcr as before to the cathedral, where 
the vigil was chanted, and a funeral oration delivered 
in Latin. The following day the funeral sermon was 
preached by the dominican provincial. 49 

The government now passed into the hands of the 
audiencia, and the senior oidor, Pedro de Otalora, a 
pious man,^ took possession of the palace. AflPairs 
were by no means such as to require a strong hand 
at their head; yet the loss of thc iccogiiized chief 
seems to have created an unsettled feeling, and the 
revelation of an intended uprising among the negroes 
so alarnied the capital tha t on Monday and Thursday 
the customary religious processions of the week did 
not take place. On the evening of Thursday a 
trampling of feet was heard, with niuch grunting and 
yelling, and the cry spread that the negroes were 
upon them. The panic-stricken people either closed 
their doors or fled for protection toward the palace, 
and terror reigned until morning, when the cause of 
the uproar appeared in a drove of pigs for the Satur-

^^Dávila, Continuacion, MS., 205-7; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 52-4. 
"̂ ' Hombre desinteresado de las cosas de esta Vida, y mui gran Ministro,' 

is Torquemada's estimate of him. i. 767. Among his associates are mentioned 
the liceutiates Diego Nunez de Mosquecho and Pedro Juarez de Molina. 
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(hiv shiu- 'htcr , whicli had bceu mis takcn for a ucLî'ro 
; lvaiicc.''' 

This j.hiv ujioii tlic ícclings of j)C()j)lc and audicncia 
could not bc ;dl()wc(l to i);iss unavci _;-c(l, and t h i r t v -
i lu , c unfortuii;itc bh'icks wcrc convictcd on doubtful 
.'vid, iic.' ;iiid II;UIL;'I'(1.''" A S du r ing ;i j^rcvious intcr-
I. '_rnum, tlic L;"ovcriunciit soiinht to covcr its weakncss 
und. r ;i ii isk ot" cruel ty . A lucasurc aL;';uiist out- ' 
brcaks on thc j);irt of i i c^r 'xs was ;ittcnij)tc(l by nieans 
ot" ;i dccrcc oi'dci'ing ficc j^crsoiis of tlicir r;icc, includ-
iii'_r n stiz.i>, who j)()ss(^ssc(l iio t r adc , to ciitcr t h c 
s. I \ icc ot' kiiown mastí-'is ai l t;ikc up t l ieir abode w i th 
tl 111." 

Tlic audiciici^rs rulc termii itcd with t h e e n t r y in to 
]\1( \ ico , oii ( )ctobcr 2S, 161 •_', of t h c th i i ' t ccnth viccroy, 
I ) Í . ' J :O bcrna i h'Z dv (\')rdol);i, in;ii'(jiK's dc Gu;id;d-
c;i/;ii, ;ui<l liis coiisort ^[ai ' ía Ivicdci'.''^^ 1 [is rule jirovcd 
cx( . . (lii _:ly (jiiict, t l iough ;it one t imc ;i cloud ;ij)j)cai'cd 
in thc l'orm of ;i riccbootcr, T h c Dutc l i had for s(^)inc 
tiin. stiUL,'''_;lcd t"i' ;i foothold in thc ^NÍoluccas, and to 
j)roniot(; this ctfoit thcir I']ast Infli;i ( 'oiiijianv iii l ( i l 4 
(1. sj.at, h.-d ;i wcll-c^juijijx (1 tlcct ot six \'('sscls, undc r 
,lí)i'i- Sjiill,. 1-'. II. ^ witli iiistructioiis to do w h a t (huii-
aLic I .',,ul(l 1.. Sj.;uiish shipi.iiiL;' aiid intcrc^ts oii liis 
w ;iy, i jt;ibly to tl tlc( t l.ctwccn .M;iiiil;i and \ . ;L]JUICO. 

I I . ' 1. fi T . \ . /1 in Au'jii-^t, touchcd ;it tlic lîrazili;!!! 
c..;ist, j);is-^.'d i h iough .M^ijclhin ,Str;ul in April [('.I.'), 
ai l b. L:;in ;i -. i ics .)t J" t ty ^md c;uitioiis ra ids on t h c 

»'I 'an. 'S aiih,ii„. n t' .t ihia I:,!M. aluriii gcrved t,. thf,:.; th , ' ii,t. nt i„u.s .,f 
t! . nt;ír<" .< I,> r , 'U-i„_' t l ie |i.,><i[ik' .\loiiumeut< l>,,,nin. E-j,., M ^ . ' . U ."i. 

• Ihe U-li.ra w. !. .XIH.M-.I lu dilh It i i t | , a , t s , I:.l i.tiMic li. i Ith' <l.lii;ii,.l.<l 
th . ir rn„"V;il . 1 'i r „l' the vi.tiuiM \\. !.• woiiiiii. \', t'iiicrrt. I'ni' .M.x. \'.', 
T..rnu. ii.a.hi ii,;ik<-« ti . t.it.il uuiiiht'r :;„ 

- ' l ' e n a .1. do( i . lit.ju u<;..t. . ' | ) , , ,. , ,,f (hi.. ;<„i li,,iicia Aiiii l I'_>, Kll'J 
Mo,'. n ayor, Srmarío . [t li. i;. 

' Iyi)n'ii/iHi.i wnti-.. Kii ' i lnr . i'i,rtf., Ilit .\'. J'isii., 'J l . 
" A î - " v»ntt. „ ( . . u rn - | , i l l . . r - . v „ - | , I M , : , „ , si,í |l„.r^„.r. T l , . ' f l a . . - l , i p 

was i,' / . aii.i ti.. lu-x!. : „ . / / « / i r l / , , „, ,ii„i,.r ,„i,,,,,;,„,1 ,,f ,),.,„sci, ~ T w o 
,,r th. v . .^ . l B * . r . ' ^ u , a l k ' r , .aud huilt i,„ - j , , , l i , , ) , „ , , ,arrie<l wa« I •'()<) 

. „ U.M.!.!* ulorB: »o at k-aj-t dec .>'.'« o : . ,,. a i,,< m l r of thc < ̂  „, ili'tii,,, 
w . . c*<ail-d ; \ ' ••• s , « i n . au<l %*hoti ac.<,uut a; |,<;,r-. t„ l,a\<. I,. . i , „ v r r 
looked 1 > l;„ni<> and <.tl.. r^. - . .• . \ . r ,/.,,', .\'. ,r,. ,•/,</ Wurliutrti l/il 17- | s 
II. I ' u n d u u , and ';„Ttiiie<l .lilk-r <.u . . ' . , , ^ 1 |M.i„t.. a l ,„„ i i,;n„. .,, . I . ÍCM, e tc . 
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Pacific coast of South America. In this occupation 
he was interrupted by a íleet of eight vessels under 
Rodrigo de Mendoza, who had vowed to capture the 
Hollander. Fortune favored the latter, however, and 
the Peruvians retired with a loss of two vessels, one 
of them under command of the vice-admiral, who pre-
ferred to go down with his ship rather than surrender. 

On the lOth of October Spilbergen appeared be-
fore Acapulco, sadly in want of fresh provisions and 
anti-scorbutics for his sick crews. He would prob-

/^ / c 11 [ f. 

t _ . 

PORT OF ACAPTJLCO. 

ably have helped himself but for some well-timed 
shots which intimated that the place w âs prepared."^ 
"Hanging out a flagge of peace, two Spaniards came 
aboord, and they agreed to exchange Prisoners for 
Sheep, Fruits, and Prouision, which was accordingly 
performed. On the 15th Melchior Hernardo came 
aboord, to take view of the fíeete, which had van-
quished the Kings. He was Nephew to the Vice-Poy 

^̂  ' TheCastle had seuentie Brasse Pieces, hauing intelligence eight moneths 
before of their comming.' Purchus, IIis Pilgrimes, 1, pt. ii. 84. 
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of Xcw Sj);iiiic, and was kindly cntertained of tlic 
Adniirall." Thc squadron left Ac;ipulc() on October 
1 8th ;u l cruiscd otf tlic ('o;»st íbr soinc time, cajjtur-
ii j;' ;i Californi;! j)c;irl-lishing vcsscl with two friars.'' 
V̂ coiisort vcsscl, undcr I turbidc, provcd more for-

tunate in bringing .•<;ifc to port ;i cargo of pearls, 
including onc v;ducd ;it thc then high jjrice of four 
thoUs;iiid fivc liundrtMl jicsos.^ 

S]iill)crL:<-'n iiow j)rocc(,'(lcd to Salagua, or Santi;ig(J 
I iv, whcrc scvcral of liis men, wliilc in quest of frcsh 
j)rovisions, wcrc killcd and c;ij)tiirc(l by an ambtiscí led 
j irtv which is said to h;ivc bctni conui mded by tlic 
iiavi'j;ator Vizcaino. The tlccf j);issc(l on to Santiago, 
and to Xavidad, wherc ;i c;ij)tured monk j^rocurcd 
lcii .iis on being jiroiniscd his libcrty. When the time 
caiuc to fulfil thc jjromisc, tlic crcws objected to losc 
s.. \;ilu;iblc ;i j)i'isoiicr, and Sj)ilbcrgcn had to quell a 
mutiny t.) kccj) his word with the monk. 

Toward thc ei l of Xovember sail was set for Cajje 
* .̂in Li' as, ihere to watcli for the Manila galleon; but 
thc V. iiid j.roving unfavorablc the prows were tuiiicd 
ibr tl ' L; lroiics and Moluccas, and after staviuL;" 
î ' .• awhilc Sjiilbcrgcn completed the circunina\ iga-
i. n ol' the globc with a portion of liis fleet. Whilc 
f;d!:n'j: short ot" tlic ;uiticij)atc(l rcsults of the vova-^c, 
hc (ontiriiied the (jpinion of his ability ;is a navi'>';i-
l o l . ' 

^Vhih' (lisast. r w;is ;ivci't.(l from Ac;ij)iilco, it ovcr-
took thc oj)j)ositc jiort of ACi' i ('ruz in ^tiiothcr ouis<'. 
Xcw Vcr;i (Jruz, ;i- it \v;is c llcd, t.) dist ii ,oiish it 
from the old town on líio Aiitiíju.i, wliich still lin-

' " ( • . I . ' !.., th<' c a r t a in , aii,l a |.„rti,iii „f l|,c , ,, „• cs.^a],..! l,v Hwiii,i,,iiig 
aahore . '1 ue auth„ri ; i i-8 .hlicr u K. \U„ thcr thc v. .S.M 1 was on \ i<: way l n „ n 
.,r '. < ."lí'.'niia. Sl,. v.aa ii;, .•! i i„ratcd ii,t„ thc U. f t uu-h r 11,.. n a m e of tlic 
' l ' ca rUhÍp , ' bí»\s <) t. II, ubi n.j'ni. 

^V.n,.,."i', ^ol. Cal., i. -2^2 i- ('anloi ,, . 1 / . / , , . , |,,, M<,t,i-I'u,l,Ha <'..,.n 
X . ' . ' . •-•:- ' '•>• ' -'' 

•'MV.r aii a.-couut • i tl . v..>a-. . BCC. 1H ,,i,l, S thc au th f .n t i c s <,i„,t. ,1 i.i.ii 
frûd, .\'U-< \'..U. \.*\ <; M.-i^.; J'„ ., /.,;„7, ,/o- s,,.u,id,„, ;;•):;- r' AV/, . 
CoL, y 1.".:-^; I:"i^'jrr. ' ' o / . \,,y., ,. j , , . - , 'Jss> ..,;,. J;„,„^,j^ ( l.n.ii. II,^i 

O'J., 11 . V . . i . . . i 
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gered, had rapidly risen from a landing-station, known 
by the name of Buitron, the chief settler, to receive 
in 1G15 the title of city. Bu t the buildings were 
hastily and irregularly constructed, chiefly of wood, 
and when, in December 1618, a fire broke out in the 
barracks, the flanies spread under a strong north w^ind, 
and consumed the best part of the place, inflicting a 
loss of over two million pesos.*'*' P rompt aid was given 
toward rebuilding on a safer and niore regular plan. 

On February 13tli the whole country was startled 
by an carthquake whicli lasted for a quarter of an 
hour, and extended from Central America far north-
ward. " I t demolished buildings, rent Iiills and moun-
tains, disclosed deep caverns, and brought forth new 
lakes. P ivers flowed with black waters. A t sea ter-
rible sights were seen, and many vessels went under. 
Fish sought refuge on land from their natural ele-
ment."^^ 

Owing to the insecurity of the road between Vera 
Cruz and Mexico, infested by robber bands, the town 
of Cérdoba was in April 1618 founded in the foot-
hills, on the more southern route later followed by 
the railroad to the capital. I t s prosperity was soon 
assured by extcnsivc sugar and tobacco jjlantations, 
and it received also a share of health-seekers from 
Vera Cruz,^^ as did the more important towm of Ori-
zaba, to the west, where sanitary facilities still a t t ract 
people.^ Cérdoba received its name from the vice-

"̂ Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 2G3. In the beginning of 1619, says Alegre, fí'ist. 
Comp. Jesus, ii. 115. Panes, ]^eracruz, MS., 2; Lerdo de Tejada, Apuntes, 
•JG7. A decree was thereupon issued ordering govemment buildings to be 
separated from other edilices fully 1.") paces, and urging the employment of 
night watches. Ricop. de Indias, ii. 27. 

*̂  * Corriô quinienta:^ leguas de Norte k Sur, y mas de sesenta de Este á 
Loeste.' Gonzalez Dáviîa, Teatro, i. 59. This author'writes at 11:30 A. M. on 
Fcbruary 14th. 

^*In May I7I'l, an earthquake ruined many buildings. In 1850 it counted 
4,500 inhabitants. Dicc Univ., ii. 549. Incited by the faulty accounts iu 
Villa-Scnor y Sanchez, Theatro, Dr Rodriguez, curate a t Côrdoba, prepared 
a full history and description of the town which was publishcd at Mexico in 
I7.'>9, under the titlo of Cartilla, fíisforicu y Sugrada Descripcion dc Cordova, 
4to, 164 pp. He gives the names of the first 30 settlers, the coat of arms, aud 
other interesting material. Sco also Corrf«ro, IJisf. Comp. Jcsus, 17ô. 

^ The order of San Juau de Dios erected hore a hospital about this time. 
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•Ĵ  OPEXIXC OV TIIE SKVEXTF.EXTH ( F.NTURY. 

rov, whosc titlc of (îuadalciízar was also j)crj)ctuated 
in that ot" ;i miuiiig towii íbunded in 1614 north-c;ist. 
ot' .'̂ ;iii Luis l \ ) tos í . " .Vnothcr town rosc aboiit tlic 
s;uiic tiiiic, on thc lake of Toluc;i, uiider the nau > of 
Lcinia, in hoiior of tlie fav(jrite ministcr of Fclij>e 
III.""' Thc s;uiic rulc w;is siirnalized a t ^Nlcxico bv 
thc couijtlction of thc iicw a(jucduct beguii bv the 
|)rcvious viccroy. I t lirought additional water froiii 
Santa b.j by w;iy of ('li;ijjultcj)cc, and rcstcd for a 
lou'j; distancc on arches, nine hundred iii number.'''^ 

After a Lfíncrnment of eiííht ycars Guadalcázar 
w;is jji'(,)iiiotcd to the viceroyalty of Perii . Vct noh 
froin anv merit as a ruler, for althouGfh his revj'u liad 
jirovcd j)caccful, corruptioii had spread fast in alinost 
cv( ry (h j);irtnient, uiitil both social and economic in-
tci'csts wci'c so scriously imperilled as to rousc tlie 
att, ntion of tlic crowii. Guadalcázar, in t ru th , was a 
luild inan, . ;isily imjioscd upon, and not much disposcd 
t') s;icrificc his coiiifort and pcace of mind by ii juirics 
into inattcrs witli whicli subordiiiatcs and ;issociatcs 
W( ic intn!st(-'d. Thc oidorcs had iiot bccn slow to 
take ;idvant; j c ot" such iicglcct to cxtcnd tlieir owii 
inij.ortu '.', aiid .'vcii ojxnly intcrfcrcd in aflaiis iiot 
j . . rtainiiiL,^ to thcir jurisdiction, viohuing the laws in-
trust. .1 to tl ii watchful (';irc. 

< )ii ;i sn ill .salary^' tl y livcd in the stvlc and 
luxury of thc L;icat Vn'ds of .Sj,ain, surroui lcd by 
i.'l;iti\' s ;in<l tri.iid,^, lo wliom thc iiiosL dcsirable 
othccs \v( 1'.' L:ivcn, ;ui(l who wcic j.rotcctcd bv thcir 
l..'ii-l'; _iors l"i'oni what shoiild have bceii the Vcsults 
of fr.(|Uciit aiid ud;u'in;̂ r iiialcf.'^isai c. In Llie audioii-
cia thc (';uis.> ..f tl,.- ,'i,'h wcrc dcsj.atcl .d jiroinptly, 
whilc tl - culci fir was cncuinbcrcd by Lhe innunier-

•O '.,/'•, Mfi't. y X' ' . , 70. 

„: " t ' h ' í l l C j . . ' " "'"" " " ^ "'•"'"• ^"••. '•• '-''^- Cavo places the foun. i in , 

'*.\U.1 .. V;.rB3 ill hcigh^ The Ci. t W.-,- f„lly ,.-,„,fH„ , , , , , -j;.,,^ 
.•"1 «, l. Jl.v-4, - ( . l - . ) . ' ' 

" A l •.'.^ ume an oidor of .M. xi..o rc c ivc . annually three thousand ,.. - ,8. 
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able suits of the poor. For the decision of a case it 
was sufíicient that an oidor should signify his wishes 
in the matter, and he was allowed also to sit in judg-
ment of questions wherein he was directly interested. 
A s a body they sent judges in commission to districts 
where ordinary justices existed, this having been 
expressly forbidden.^^ They went further than this, 
and released at will even malefactors condemned to 
death or to the galleys of Terrenate. All tha t seemed 
to be lackinof to them was the investiture and title of 
viceroy. The minor ofíicials and the very lawyers of 
the supreme tribunal committed excesses with iiiso-
lent impunity in the assurance tha t their respective 
patrons would shield them from harm. Imitat ing an 
example so plainly set before them, the minor tribu-
nals throughout New Spain, each in its microcosm, 
perverted justice at their will. 

Protected by those in power, who not infrequently 
were partners in their gain, the rich had monopolized 
the very necessaries of life, and this during a time of 
great scarcity, when famine was raging in many parts 
of the country,^" so tha t the poor had to subsist on 
roots or die of want. The regidores of Mexico had 
seized and divided among themselves the annual 
subsidy of one hundred and thir ty thousand rcales 
granted by the crown in aid of the public granary, 
and they, in conjunction with a few wealthy men, had 
forced the price of luaize, the staple food of the lower 
classes, from twclvc reales the fanega to forty-eight. 
Even at this price the ofíicial in charge of the gran-
ary frequently turned away the starving jjoor, while 
to the servants of the rich and powerful he gave a 

^^lt was again prohibited by the cédula of November 12, 1621. Ordenes 
de la Corona, MS., ii. 164. 

** In Querétaro ' congoxandose los Labradores, y vezinos oyendo las muertes 
de los ganados, y perdida de las sementeras.' låedina, Chron. S. Diego, 55. 
Alegre relates similar misery in Yucatan. fíist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 136. See 
also Gelves, Rel. E.<fad., 1-2; Alex. Rel. Sum., 1. There are periodic records 
of famines in diíFerent parts of the cotintry. In 1610, 1616, 1625, and 1629, 
they extended over a number of districts. Oavo, Tres Siglos, i. 254, 261, 
277; Diarío, Mex., v. 139. 
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sujicrabundaiicc whicli \v;is disj^oscd of to t h e i r own 
advaiit;ig.». So, too, tl icsc iinit;itors of thc i r u is tcrs , 
Iviiij- in wai t ius t withouf tlic citv. tbrced t h e I n d -
i;uis who supj)licd tlie gcnera l ina rkc t to give up , at a 
noininal jjricc, tlic sc;uit j jroduce of t he i r toil t h a t t h e 
sjioilcrs iniglit itM'civc tlic jjnjfit. Souic of t h e m e a t 
t l ius obtaiiicd \v;is rct;iile(l ;it an cxo rb i t an t pricc in 
;i sliojj cstablishcd in thc j)al;icc of t h c ;írchbisliop. 

T h c crown \v;is robbed or (lct"r;iudc(l of its dues by 
tlic royal oflicials and t l icir friends. )Sliij)uicnts to 
P c r u of j jnjhibitcd goods b r o u g h t from ^Lmi l a wcr^; 
inadc oj^cnly,and wcrc j i roduct ivc of g r e a t g;iin. T h c 
supjilics s(Mit by thc k ing to t h e I*hilipj)incs wcic 
jMirchascd by liis ^igcnts a t twicc t l icir m a r k c t valuc, 
ai l comjjlaints caiiic from t h a t coloiiy of t he i r jioor 
<ju;dity, or rottciincss, ;is well as of sc;uit iuc;isurc. 
. \ t t h c tr(.'asury it w;is t hc custoin to rccci\ 'c for t h e 
j iymcnt ot" ducs coin or silver bullion indif íerent lv; 
t h c oidorcs and t h e trc;isury officials, subs t i t u t i ng t l ic 
t",'riuer for t h e la t ter , divided a m o n g themsc lvcs a 
L:;iin of t h rcc rc;dcs in such w;u'cs. In all t h e pueblos 
tl ' t;i\-c.illcctoi's speculatcd wi th t h e royal funds, 
whicli thcy wi thheld from tlic t reasury , e i the r wi th-
out ;i sl low of cxcusc or on thc g round t h a t t l icsc 
suiiis jii'occcdcd fi'oiii j);irtial j);iyii 'nts of t;ixcs wliicli 
wcrc not duc to thc crowii uiitil tlios(! j iaynients 
should h' coiiijil.'tcd. 15v collusion (.t" tliosc in ch;ir"'(j 
of tl j niincs ;ui(l tlic t radcrs thc k ing \v;is dcfi';iudcd 
of his tifth. 

Ihli'j-ious minist. rs would iiot unt rc í ju .n t lv mcddlc 
in th( -.* ;iírairs, CV(MI whcn th. y conccrncd ncitl '̂ĵ  
tl ir in tcr ( - t 1$ iior tl ;ir i i tivc j.ict ('j^t's. (), , tl ; 
annivcr.^-ary of t hc fall of Mcxico, K; 1 8, ;i .JCsuit sjioke 
in his scriiion n i thc r sc;iihingly of the conqucrors ;i,i(l 
csj.. .'i;dly of thc i r d.'s.'ciid.iiits, as ''oii'ujit, luifit to 
hold ('tlicc, ;iii(.l tyrannic:d tow;ird t h e Indiaiis. T h c 
rc inarks wcrc j)rol>;iblycx;igger;itcd byiniinical jji rson.s 
w h o causcd such a stir in t hc m a t t e r t h i ' t hc arch-
bishop w;is callcd upon to ;ur< st t hc jircachcr. Tl ,' 
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provincial naturally objected to so stringent an inter-
ference, and caused testimony to be taken, which modi-
fied the expressions and induced the viceroy to release 
the Jesuit , only to embitter the already unfriendly 
relations between the civil and ecclesiastic chiefs, and 
to rouse fresh feeling against the society.^" Both 
clergy and friars were for that matter infected to a 
great extent by the general disorder, and engaged 
with anything but meekuess in disputes concerning 
doctrines and other afíairs, or in frequent and un-
secmly bickering concerning the election of prelates, 
in which respect the comparatively quiet Augustinians 
made themselves notorious for a tiiue. Two oidores 
were accused by the visitador of the order with having 
harbored mutinous friars and sougrht to influence him 

O 

by threats and bribes to promote the election of a 
provincial favored by them. In the report and counter 
report on this subject the leading men of the country, 
including the archbishop, were called on to testify.'^ 

A s the natural consequence of all this iniquity 
among the rich and powerful, the lower classes gave 
themselves up to sucíi wickedness as was attainable 
to them. Drunkenness, ever prevalent, Iiad increased 
to a frightful extent, and was accoiupanied by its 
usual train of want and crimes. Tlie church itself 
seemed powerless to check infractions of the law which 
to churchmen have ever seemed misdeeds inore fla-
grant than murder. Led by vicious inclination or 
driven by want, idle men formed themselves into 
associations of bandits which infested the highways, 
and wdiich made life and property insecure even in 
the precincts of the viceregal palace.''^ Roused at 
times to some exhibition of interference, Guadalcázar 

'° Tho preacher was the leamed and eloquent Cristôbal Gomez, who died 
in 1638. Akgre, HisL Comp. Jesus, ii. 108, 207; Mex. Disturbios, MS., i. 
669-76. 

" One of the oidores was the corrupt Gaviria, whom we shall soon meet. 
The voluminous testimony in this case is given in Mex. Disturbios, MS., i. 
16-54, 289-91. The same order created trouble also at Ixmiquilpan by carry-
ing off from the mine of Guerrero a miraculous image. Id., 55-119. 

"" 'Tenia el alma en los dientes.' (írambila, Tumuitos. 
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succcc<lc<l onl\ iii arr;iviiiix ;icr;unst hiuisclf now the 
church, iiow tlie oidorcs, or otl 'r otîicials whose power 
;ii l influcncc inay havc bccii conccrned. Tlieir rep-
rcsciitatioiis to thc crown must havc had sonie ctfcct, 
f.r his jiroinotion to Pcru docs not ajjjiear to have 
b.'.'ii accoiiijianicd by thc custoinary jjrivilcge to 
gc)vcrn uiitil his dcj);irture. A t any rate, the audi-
t iici;i ;issuuicd control.'^ 

" l.j,'. ui'ia.hi .lu.nn Paoz dc Vnlhcillo is named aa presidiug oidor, assisted 
l.yC.il.ÍD.s .li' Valeucia aud (íi.iiic/. ('nriH'jo, but \ cr/ara, (^aviria should bo 
aíldeil. Mi.r., Ii,l. S,'iii.. 1; <'uvo, l'rcs Si,jl',s, i. 2(>i>; lidicnt, (loh. Mix,, i. 
los. It h.i.s bccu said that Cuadalciizar h ft Mexico for hi.s new post on 
March 14, KiJl, t.se„i tc.l by the audii'uciaainl other bodics. l'cfnucvrt, Trat. 
.M X.. 1:Í; l.iit M vcial oíKcial icp.iitx show that he remained till Gelvea 
arrivcl . C,lr,^, Ji, I. Esiu'lo, 1 etc. ' \ ' i rrey priuadamenteretirado, todoeste 
ticuipo (nearly a year), fuera de Palacio, en vna casa particular. ' Mex., Jicl. 
Sritt., 1; •Sigueiíza y Gángora, Parayso Ocád., 25-6. He ruled for seven 
ycarti in Peru. 
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W H I L E not aware how wide-spread was the disorder 
in New Spain, the newly cnthroned Felipe I V . felt 
convinced tha t reform was needed, and looked about 
for a man whose charactcr and attainments sliould fit 
him for the task of rcstoring order. Such a one soon 
presented himself in the jjerson of Diego Carrillo de 
Mendoza y Pimcntel, second son of the marquis of 
Tavara, himself condc de Priego and marqués de 
Gelves.^ For mauy years the maiquis had governed 
Araííon, and was actuallv a mciuber of the council of 
war. In the dischariíe of thcsc hiijh trusts his recti-
tude and love of justice liad been proven, wdiile 
personal valor w âs common to those of his princely 
house. A t the same time the long habit of command 
had developed a disinclination to brook any question 
of his authority, especially where the extent of his 
jurisdiction was concerned, and advancing age, for 

* He was also a knight of Santiago, holding the coimnandery of ViIIx^ 
nueva de la Fuente. 

HlST. MEZ., '701.. m . 3 (33 ) 
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his vc;iis wcic more than sixtv, had but served to 
strciiLrthcii this trait. 

Thc usual instructions wcrc given to Gelves, May 
11. \(')2\, \u addition to certain special directions froin 
thc king. Prgcd to I istcii liis dcj)arture, he em-
barkcd at Scvillc thc .']d of Ju lv , in a vcss(d of the 
flcct '•,)min;indcd by Ju;ui de Bcnavidcs, at tcnded by 
(juitc a slci lcr following of ofíici;ds and dependants. 

Aftcr ;i j 'osj^crous voyagc the flcct arrived a t V c r a 
Cruz in Auj^ust, aiid tlic marquis entered with great 
cncr"v oii tlic discliarire of his dutics. Tle visited 
S;ui .luan dc V lúa and the fortifications of the city 
itsilf, g i \ ing ordcrs for tlic rcjiairs which he deemed 
i c( ss;iry. Pcisoiudly he inspected the king's slavcs, 
informin«r hiuisclf minutcly of their iiumber and con-
(litioii, and ordcring that thcy should be emphjycd 
oiily iii the roy;d scrvice, and under no circumstances 
in that "t" otlicials, (jr of priv;itc individuals, a.i liad 
1). ( II custoiiiarv. Gelvcs. havinu: made these and 
othci' r. t'oriiis at the very threshold of the viceroy-
altv, wcut on wåth the w^ork all along: the road to 
M. xico. 

( 'ontrary to cstablished usage, he would not allow 
cithcr .Sj.aiiiards or Indians, at the places where halts 
weie madc, to bc at the least cxpcii-(' for the enter-
tainii nt ..f hiiusclf aiid his ictinuc, pcrcmptorily 
or.|,'rii)(j tl it c\ci'ytuing should bc ji;iid t"or at the 
high' st ciiiicnt valu.'. Xor would lie rcccivc gratu-
it .usly git"ts suggcstcd by thc hospitality of thc juojihî 
or il is(' ..thi'.'d to hiiu \>y 1 he niaiiy ;uixi()us to curry 
fav.ir with ;i i -w rulcr. In this rcsj)cct lie inade the 
ruh- inllcxiblc durinur his whole tcriu of ollicc, for liis 
s(i'\;int> ;i- w. 11 as for himsclf. Thc f;inic of the 
n ir^juis j . i .c . (lcd hini, and on his arrival at Mcxi(;o, 
on tl ' -Jhst of S. jjl.;nil.cr, hc w;is rcccivcd with great 
poiuj). 

I l i s in;iugiirati..i. w;cs niade particularly briUiant 
by thc cl,ibor;it..' (cr.jmonif s and r. joicings which at-
tcndcd thc swc;iriii'.j of allf'giaiicc u> the new king, an 
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event deferred till this time, and leading to prolonged 
festivities throughout Spanish domains." There was 
a significance in it all niore than usual in a corona-
tion, for Felipe I I I . had not only shown himsclf inca-
pable, but under his rule Spain liad sufíered many 
humiliations, under which she \v;is lapidly dcsccnding 
from the high position attained during the golclen 
rule of Ferdinand and I.sabella, and sustaincd by 
Charles and Philip. The opening acts of Fclijjc IV . 
who ascended the throne at the aô e of sixteen, iio lcss 
than his generous and reflectivc disposition, gavc 
promise of better things; but the unformed youth fell 
too carlv into the hands of schemingf courtiers and his 
nobler instincts were jjerverted. H e yielded to(J mtich 
to the fascinations of litcrature and lcss commendablc 
pursuits, w^hile the administration was surrendered to 
inefiBcient and corrupt favoritcs, who accelerated the 
descent of Spanish prosperity and influence. 

The reform measures of Gelves on the way to tlic 
capital had there roused the most conflicting sciiti-
ments, for, while honest patriotism hailed thc coming 
of so just a governor, the placemen and their allics 
apprehended disaster, and they werc not wrong. Thc 
viceroy soon instituted an examination aud found jjub-
lic afíairs in a condition of shameless disorder. The 
evil was greater than either the monarch or himself 
had thought. Permit ted an abnormal growth under 
the lax administration of Guadalcázar, it had spread 
everyw^here in the land, aud its roots had struck decjj 
in a congenial soil. Wi th the energy to be expectecl 
of him the marquis undertook reform. His capabil-
ity for work was great, and he found at the outset tha t 
he rnust attend personally to many things from the 
consideration of which his subordinates should have 
relieved him. A t Mexico it had ever been a current 
saying that in keeping the friars and the Indians in 

' ' EI resto del afio se pasô en fiestas no solo en la capital, sino tambien en 
todas las ciudades y villas de aquel nuevo mundo.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 205-
6. This and some other authors assume that the long preceding mouming 
was ordered during an interregnum under the audiencia. 
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ordcr a viccrt^y had his hands full; ( Jchcs acconi-
{)lishcd moic in a wcck than (jtlicrs in ;i inonth. But 
this very cxccss of zc;il wrougbt his own undoing. 
Thc land was indccd in want of cultivation; was it 
tbr him who jiut his hand to thc plough to forcsce 
tl it tliorns, iiot kindly fruits, would be the harvcst? 
In his . ;igerncss thc marquis did not rcflcct tliat the 
grc;it cxtent of newly settled New Sjiíiin was totally 
uiilikc his ('()nij);u't littlc govcriiment of Aragoii, and, 
though hc liad crosscd it, hc w;is unmindl"ul of the 
bi'.i;id occ;ui njlling bct wecn a colonial viccroy and the 
mastcr whos^' strcngthcning hand might at any tinie 
bc nccded. Most of all hc Ibrgot, as will be seen, 
that swccping rctbrms, such as tha t at tempted by the 
strong luan in tlic tcmjjle, not infrequently involve iii 
couuuou ruin reíbrmer and reformed. 

Xcw Sj un awoke to consciousucss of the fact tha t 
sl ' liad ;i riilcr of ability and courage suflBcient to 
rcdrcss vi'oiigs and puiiish cvil-doers. Gelvcs visitcd 
tl ' j)rison>, and at times sat in judgment in the 
couits. I Ic c;uisc(l dclaycd busiiicss to bedespatched 
j)romjjtly, ordering that in uuittcrs of justicc no dis-
tii,. tion should be made bctwccn thc rich and the 
j)0(jr, and insistcd tliat no iii;igistr;ite should sit in 
;tny •̂̂ i.sc wl 'i'cin hc w;is intcrcstctl. H e was acccs-
sible ;dw;iys io thosc w ho had comj)laints to make, 
;ind his sci'v;uits W( ic biddcn iicvcr to dcii}- him to 
tl ; w.jak and lii.i llco. (Viinii ds who, thougli 
und( I s('iitci .-c, \V( rc at hir^c, hc cau.scd to bc 
a r n - cd and punisl d, whih' sudi ;is wcic unjustly 
dct;un( d in j.iison w c c rch ; scd. H o fcrrctcd malê-
t' 'toi's who throu'jh ollicial i gli'jcncc or wilt"ul i'Uio-
rancc hí l <joii' unsusjicct.d. Jn ^,,nic instancí' it 
caiiic out tl 'it c( lUuii (jllici.'d jx'i'soi i'rc'.s wciH' sharci's 
in tl ' fruits ..1" robb. ry. 'l'hc...... al>o, w. ic punished, 
but in <';iusing this i.> b,- d,^,„. ( j , K. s gaiiied the 
cnmity of otl i- hijl; in M;,iion who wcrc tl îr 
j)atron.s.» I b f..ibad. thc cxdci.x' of oubernatorial 

' Among tiu.^. the f..;i..uu,- wcic au.oug U,.. „.„.-t notcworthy iuBtancc*.-
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powers in the release of prisoners, and ordered tha t 
all such matters should be referred to him for decision. 
The license to carry fire-arms was prohibited to all 
save persons of good character, and stringent meas-
ures were adopted for the suppression of drunkenness, 
gambling, and other vices, The growing insolence 
of tlie free negroes and half-breeds was checked by 
compelling them to register in their respective districts, 
to pay taxcs, and to earn their living, such as were 
incorrigible being banished or enrolled in the militia. 
This efficient mounted force moved with great celer-
ity, and, being wcll informed by spies of tlie move-
nients of bandits, was able to make its blows efíective. 
Arres t was supplemented swûftly by punishment, and 
highway robbcry was completely at an end. " I t is 
doubtful," says Cavo, " whether since the conquest so 
many criminals had been executed" as during this 
brief administration.* Gelves earned fairly the ap-
pellation of ' juez severo,' or infíexible judge. 

H e compelled absentee alcaldes mayores, corregi-
dores, and justicias to return to their jurisdictions. 
H e put a stop to the sale of votes on the jjart of the 
ayuntamientos, a practice w^hich obtained very gencr-
ally in cities and villas distant from thc capital, rc-
quiring that lists of eligible persons should be sent to 
him tha t he might select the names of thosc to be 
voted for—the selection being made only after favor-
able inquiry concerning the character of tlic person 
proposed. H e compclled tliose who had embezzled 
the funds of the public granar}^ to disgorge a certain 
amount of their plunder, and in the king's nanie took 

The assayer's stamp, used for marking the weight and value of bars of silver, 
had been counterfeited, and the authorities were unable to discover the 
counterfeiters. Gelvestook the niatter in hand, and the guilty wcreancsted, 
tried, and condemned, by a cédula dat td June 15, 1622, to be stranglcd and 
bumed at the stake. Mex., Rcl. del Esfc l., 4. Before Gelves' arri% al the treas-
ury at Mexico had been eutered forcibly, and some 8,000 pesos ahstraoLcd 
therefrom. In an arbitrary manner proceedings had been begun against the 
treasury officials, who complained to the viceroy of the injustice. By his 
exertiona the persons really guilty of the crime were discovered and puuished. 
Mex., Rel. Svm., 2. 

*' Los caminos de la Nueva Espana estaban inundados de salteadores.' 
Tres Siijlos, i. 260. 
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j)o>scs-i. .11 of two other dcjH)sits belonging to rcgidores 
of tl í c;ij)ital. By thcsc meaiis, ai l by thc cxjjcn-
ditui. ' ot" tcii thousand jxsos of liis own, wherewith hc 
ii u'c j)urcli;is(^s in tlic neighboring jirovinccs, lic ;iccu-
mulat 'd ;i considcrablc storc of grain.^ I l e brokc up 
efleclually tlic tradc in contraband goods bctwccn Aca-
j)ulco aiid Pcru. ^\ liih^ this w;ts ;i-(l()iug it was found 
tliat nicinbcrs of tlic consulado liad bccii conccrned, 
s(jmc of thciu oj)( nly, in thcsc j^i^icticcs." H c removed 
thc roval ()tHci;ils I ivii jj ch;u'L!c of thc sujJi)lics for thc 
Pliilij)j»ii s, putt iug clc;ui-liandc(l men in tlieir j)l;iccs, 
imd in (•oiiscíjuciicc the ;uiiount of sujjplics sciit to t ha t 
coloiiv \\;is (Trc;itcr than c\cr before.^ 

I Ic chcckcd imiiicdiatcly all jjilfering of the royal 
trc;tsurv, banishinjf from tlic iiiincs thc tbrcÍ!j'ners and 
<.tlicrs who liad defrauded tlic rcvcnue, ordering tha t 
all nioi y rcccivc<l for taxcs should be scnt at once 
t:. ]\I. xico, and putting an ci l to othcr j^racticcs by 
which so inucli of the king's money had remained in 
thc hands of dishoncst officials.'' Owiu"- to thcse 

, O 

r. f. .nns iii tlic management of the treasury the vice-
roy w;is enabled to scnd an incrcascd amount of 
mon. y to Spain, wlicrc at this time it was sorely 

* \\< alsi) ..nlcrcil that mai/c should not hc fcd to cattlu within fourtcen 
leaguca (.i M. ,M,O aii.l ILU ,,l l'i;. hl,., and that throuj^hmit the viccruvulty 
tl,c pric. .f lii- stai.lc bliouhl ii,.t 1,.-iiiurc thau twcnty rcalcs tho faiic;,'a. 
Ahi.nilance bi-ju I i. iiglt tl,.- j-i i. .• .li.wi, 1,, h ss than tliis, and it b,.l,l as low 
tiU fciJt. • n i.aic.-i. ihi.s luhlic lx.'ucfa< ti,,i, w.is a, kuuw IC.IL'CI l,y tlie cabildo 
of Mcxiv. , in a fori. ,1 riuuuir, t .w.ird tho .l,.-c <.f KÍj.'i. .1 / ,^- . , /,',/. ,lcl 
Ei-i'id., 7 > The vi, . r..y a':,> ..,.!. i c l that .lu;,ii .1 iiaic/, H.scal of tho ..ii,li. u-
C..1, hli.)iild I.. i.i.M ,ii at thc ^'rauaiy, at. cci taiii .ictciiuiiu .1 hour8ilai l \ , lor 
t:,. I u:(...-.- . ! M. iiiL' that tho ix>or \\ti.- iiui ;,i ii;dly irciitc.l. Ilc cau.s.d the 
buUí.. i-Hhops<.í tl,. artl.i. i.i»c,.),.il j , ; ! ! ; , . , ' to bo cl,)s< ,1 au.l i,io!iil,it< ,1 ll 'sale 
oí all arti,.I<.-8 <>í foc l al il,i . ..,,, L,Uiiil prices lutl rlo i.rcvailLutr. (iruiididii 
Tvii,nH,.s, .M^ , ,-{. *• 

' 'Iu tl..-i.ro.'.c, utions i.r,,\viii- out <,f llns inat t, ,• t!,,- \ i<'croy allowol no 
ai'i..;.!; thi» wua;.:t. ,\vai.| .jiiahii, ,1 a.s an ;„ l ..f i'.-ranny by the au,li<n< ia in 
th. . ran íwt ' r< ; I"bru.,.'y s, ICJI, t , (1. 1\, s'pi,)t. st from his <.. 11 in the con-
V. i,t ..f Saii 1 r .r iflco. . / .z . , /.',/. .Sr,„,^ ]:, 

• ' hi I) '- 'Jil. ' \ a l u c . i thcsc uppl io was niuc huu.lrcl thousand dollarH 
an.l in th.' '."J. •\',:: -- yf«r two thirils <.f that au .iiiit. M< ., /.',/. , / , / / ; . / „ , / .r,' 

»(iclvc8 ha.l bc.n l 1 i ihat i! would h-impo(--il,l.-to r . iov. r ii,.,ii< y tuniod 
into t:,o •rca.sury m pi.n.,1 la.Mr.rt t ! taxt^s. (Jn inv,.sl, 'at,.,,," it wa« 
íoui,.l tb;.t ther.. waa i,car!v a .iu,,it.r..f a n.ill,,,,, of dollars thou ..win^. 
8ome r it fcin..' l.Us, and, : tlus amc ;.,,t alx.ut one half waa r . i , ,v , r . . l Mcx 
J.'.L ,lrl I%-'tJ , » • . 
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needed. After paying all the expenses of administer-
ing the viceroyalty and meeting the cost of supplies 
sent to Manila, a million of pesos was sent to the 
king in 1622, and a million and a half in the follow-
ing year.^ 

The marquis was a religious man and his resjject 
for the clergy was sincere. To the archbishop he 
spoke privily, regretting the dissensions which rent 
atwain brethren who should dwell in harmony. H e 
also begged the jjrelate to cease the unseemly prac-
tice of receivingr oifts from suitors in the ccclesiastical 
court, and to reform othcr abuscs.^" H e restrained 
the inquisitors from intermeddling in temporal mat-
tei's not within their jurisdiction. As far as he was 
able to exercise control he saw tha t offices in the re-
ligious orders w^ere held by men íîtted for their several 
positions. 

Convinced by the frequent complaints of the Ind-
ians that the appointment of secular clergymen as 
doctrineros instead of friars would be detrimental to 
interests of the crown also, the viceroy ordercd tha t 
the latter should be retained in the doctrinas. and 
that in the future only friars should be appointed to 
them. I n this matter the vicerov was certainlv not 
strictly impartial. Moreover in this action he un-
doubtedly laid the foundation for an accusatiou which 
afterward his enemies were only too glad to make. 
Wliile his action in the premises had its origin, unde-
niably, in a spirit of just kindness to the Indians—for 
to have substituted for the friars to whom they were 

' ThÍ3 was more than had been seut heretofore in any corresponding period. 
Orambih, J'umultos, MS., 10: M,x,, Rel. del EstacL, 5. 

^"The abuse of the pri\-ilege of sanctuary was notorious, and crimrnals 
availed themselves ol f.dse witnesses in order to prove tliat they were entitled 
to it. Gelves required the fiscal to use every diligence iu order to arrive at 
the t ruth in these matters. One Juan de Rincon haviug brought forward 11 
wdtnesses to prove his riuht to immunity, on the testimouy of J9 others thcse 
men were shown to have forswom themselves, and were condemned to penal 
ser^-itude at Manila. They were sent out of the city together with other 
convicts; but notwithstandlng the opposition of the -\-iceroy, the audiencia, 
on the ground that the sentence was e.'vcessive. caused them to be brought 
back, and fínally they went unwhipped of justice. Mtx., Rel. Svm., 2, 

file://-/-iceroy


40 QUARRKL Ol THE VlCF.llOY AXD ARCHBISHOP. 

witli rc;is()n attachcd s(.'cular clcrij-vmen iírnorant of 
o» o 

thcir tongucs ai l custoius alikc, would havc been 
t;uitaiiiouiit to cruclty—it w;is ncvcrthclcss in coníîict 
witli tlic jirovisioiis of i'oy;d ccdulas. F;ither Bar-
toloiiu' dc Burguillos, his contcsst^r, w;is a friar of 
Saii I )icgo, aiid jiossibly his counscls had sufficient 
wcight witli tlic manjuis to iiiduce liim thus to slight 
tlic wish of tlic so\t'rcign frcíjucntly cxjjrcsscd.'^ 

Thc coursc of tlic m;ir(juis w;is commeiided by the 
ujiright, but thcsc wcrc far lcss iu iiumber than the 
vicioiis, and thc number of "his enemics incicascd 
diiily. Thosc higli in jilacc, accustomed to have their 
own w;iy in matters of government, wcre offi^nded aî; 
thc sumn iry cdipj)ingof their wiiigs. In jjublic tlicy 
coiitciitcd tliciiisilvcs with sliruirs and with íii ''ers 
laid ;isi(l(' the iiosc, while priv;itcly thcy spoke in 
oj)cn ;uigcr, and tbstcrcd a hatred to the all-uncon-
scioiis objcct thcrcof tha t merely bided its t ime for 
thi'owing otf the mask. Occasionally, however, re-
scutiiicnt ovci-came jjrudciicc. 

INdro de ^'erL;;ii;i Gaviria, the scuior oidor, was a 
s( If-wilh'd nian, who ;d"tcr tíic bricf tastc of jiowcr 
ciijoycd hcíbic thc ;iri'ival of Gclvcs had bccoiiic i,n-
íitt((l t ) j)lay tlic subordii itc. H e had casily bccome 
chicf ;ui .ng his tillows, and was not ;it all iiicliucd 
to bro.jk the r .- tr ;unt iuijioscd ujioii hii.i hv tlic just 
tl .uuh scvcic inc;isiires ot" thc \icci'o\-. (b lvcs , 
alw;iys ('ourtcoii^ in his t r, •;it n ut of iiicnio. r- of iho 
au(lit'iici;i and llie cabihlo, went furthcr than Ucco-
.sar\ in n - lcvs u1 tcnijds to inakc ;i l"ri,Mid of tliis inan, 
who on hi.̂  j);irt .s( .luicd to c(),i>id,;r ;dl thc l'ivois ot' 
ihc inai'(jui> ;is .-<, many ii irks of wc.ikuc-s. ( b'lvcs 
n h' hiin lii's ^isc^.r in mattcrs iclating 1o w;ir, :u l 
( ;,ivii'i;i's ii -lii 'iiií.M 1.. ;d)->.>IutÍHn i'c; lil\^induc(i(í him 
1.) t"all int.) thc I ibii of 'S\x\wr t,vdc\'. without haviug 
troublcd hinisfdf i . consult th.. vicc'ov To this the 

" y r Thc 1 '..\^.-r,. . oí n.aiiy d '!. n nt cMula., t„o nu.ncrous for inscrtioi, 
hcr.. ,-.' L-cop. .Ir /nd. ,u the t , ! , . . ,,f book lirst rcluting to cltrigos, re-
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lat ter very properly objected.^' B u t the asesor went 
on in this insubordinate fashion until Gelves found 
himself constrained to order tha t he should be con-
fined to his own house.'^ 

This unruly spirit was common among high officials. 
On a certain day of solemn observance some of the 
regidores ordered tha t their chairs should not be taken 
to the cathedral, whither it was their duty to accom-
pany the viceroy and the other corporations, alleging 
as an excuse for their conduct some unsettled question 
of precedence with the royal officials. Noticing their 
absence, and informed of the cause,the viceroy ordered 
their attendance, without prejudice to their rights, 
real or fancied. Nevertheless they did not make their 
appearance. Gelves, after consultation with the audi-
encia, sent a corregidor to arrest them in case of a 
continued refusal to obey. Persisting in their dis-
obedience, they were put under arrest in the ca.va.v de 
cahildo, or city halh^* The justices and others in 
office had each his grievance. Some of these wcre 
incensed because the peculations of which they had 
been guilty, ancl which for so long a time they h; l 
practised with impunity, were punished by dismissal 
from office. Others again gave themsclves up to the 
resentment felt by little minds because the crimcs 
which they had been unable to discover were brought 
to light through the exertions of the viceroy. The 

'̂•̂  On a ccrtaiu occasion, having received one of these reproofs, Gaviria, in 
the viceroy's antc-chamber and in the presence of several persons, snatched 
from the hand of the secretary the papers to which objectiou had been made 
and tore them in pieces, exclaiuiing petulantly that he would not continue in 
office if he were not allowed his way in all thiugs. Jfrx., licl. Svm., 2. 

î  In the letter of tbe cabildo of Mcxico to the kiug, dated Februaiy 19, 
1G"J4, in which an account was given of the riot of the preceding month, it is 
assertcd that Gaviria's imprisonment was entirely owing to his having allowed 
to be read before the audiencia certain petitions of some friar of La Merced 
complaining of their vicar-geueral, Fray Juan Gomez, a great favorite of the 
viceroy. Mex., Cartas de la ciudad á S. M., in Doc Hist. Mcx., série ii. tom. 
iii. 130. In anothcr letterof the same date, in which the cabildo recommcnds 
Gaviria, and Dr Galdos deValencia, another oidor whom Gelves had found it 
necessary to remove from office, to the royal favor, it is stated that the im-
prisonment of the former lasted for eighteen months. /</., 171-2. 

" Thence, however, they rallied at their will, in order to inveigh in public 
against the marquis. Mex., Rcl. del E'<tud., 2. 
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friars took unibr;igc bccausc ot" wl it tl 'y considered 
;in u n w a r r a n t c d nicddliiiL: oi' t hc vicciov in the i r 
clcctious. Tlic J c s u i t s w ci'(,' ;iggricvc(l t l i a t t hc i r 
;itt( 111̂ )1 on t h c doctrina'> I l inct witli sigu;il failurc, 
and tlicsc rcstlcss in t r igucrs immedi;i tcly addrcsscd 
t h c i n s c b c s to thc work of undoing (jiclvcs as t h e y 
had uudcr inincd othcrs.^'^ 

P>y far tl ^ most Ibrniidablc of t h c cncmics of t l ie 
mar(juis was tlic archbishoj), J u a n P c r c z dc l;i Sc rna , 
a inan wlio \'\i>\\\ tlic j^osition ot" ĉ u iigo u igistr;d 
of Z;iuiora liad in Kl lo b^^cii ajijiointcd to succccd tlic 
dcj.lorcd j^rchitc-viccroy ( Juer ra ;is l ' ; idof t h c cl iurch 
in Ncw Sjiain.^® H e jjro^cd zc;dous in cx tend ing 
spiritu;il adminis tn i t ion t h r o u g h cur;i( ' icsand convcnts , 
s t r iv ing to briiig into grcíi tcr vciier;ition s;icrc<l jilaccs 
ai l lídics, aiid to j jnu t i sc chari ty^ in a m a n n c r t h a t 
brougli l liim in coiit;ict wi th t h e poor and assistcd to 
ii ikc liiiii jiopular with tlic luasscs. A i n o n g t h c r ich 
and tlic othcials hc found lcss wclcoinc, owiiig pa r t lv 
to his j .ci 'scvcring ctforts for cpiscopal riglits,^"' pa r t lv 
to tlic cnt'orccmciit of a s t r ic tcr mora l i ty a m o n g t h e 
higlicr chisscs. T h e unscciuly .strife bctwccn friars 
and ch i'gv, and the loosc coi luct of n iiiy of thcni , 
grc;itly ( ii('our;igc<l an irreligious fccling a m o n g thosc 
whosc m. ;ins lurcd thcin froin ;uistcri tv and s t r i c t 
rulcs to ;i litb of c;isc ;u l frcc indulgciici^ and to hixit v 
. \ cn in síici'cd n i t tcrs . P;iint( rs, t'or iiist;inc<', ii idc 
ctfort - to j . i ' . -ci i t chuich ccrcni()iu;ds in a j ' idiculous 

** I I ' vcn,)iii ..f one ,.I t lu in ;ii,|.. ;irs iii a manus, I i|,t iu iny i,o--<.ssiou 
. , l.i'-d !;• i!. tl -(,rÍL.'iual in i,, coUcct i .u of ( ;;,\ ;iii_',>s. .Vll l,<)i,:;h"it i.s ;,i,oi,y-
iiioim th. ri- Í8 sulh. i' lit iiitcri,;,! . vi .hi icc t,, sli,)\\ th.nt it W;I.H tlic \\ ,)rk of a 
J . -ui l . Ji'ictcion 'l' uii '^i^tuj,, inloy 11,01,^1 rii,. ru ,,, in .1/, 1 "•• y gua d'u<f tirl,i<,s i 
..;a .'.7. 

" - l l c wa* borii ;.' c r \ . r a , -• i . l ic . l at SÍL'IK ii/;i .',i,,| \ ; i !! ;„l , , ! i , | , l),.,;,me a 
pp :. - r a t iJui .n.'O.aii.l in I.">!.7 .^uioiiigo iiiaL'i-tr;,l .,f t l i<. .hurch ;'it Zamora 
a j . . - i t i . n won 11)111 iiiiic , ..ii.[ , t i f . r s ';,'r:.ii,l,'.s.' Ou . l auuary | s , Kli;! he 
wa« .-il.I-.iut. d ; . i . hbÍBh. !• V.tnnrvri, 'l'nti. M<x.,'2\\ (ionznl^ z h<iri'lii, J'.ii/ro 
I l'-a., i. -l.".; ('orxilio /'r.r., l.V.,', (i.,, JK; , 7 . 

'• AU el, ,riti...í 1-. i i i - t ' ivfn l.v hi,- . . \ \ i , liai ls, • i„,r.|i:, ,l,./ia s. r inucha la 
. i i : \ r , n c i a ()•;. .-iv, ,1.- . i r la i,,i-. ria .1.1 p.,l>re . n icla.1-,1,, a v . r l a r>or \ ista ' 
' , •nza/.'Z J>nvdn, I • ''n, L I...., \. l,,. 

' • . \ !non^ ' ..'• 'T •pjublc* wa8 tl.. a t t . . , t h \ olilcials to <hpriv. ' hini .,! t hc 
; jrwr'i'-i/'ii t n l . i t ' H'IMU hv '•••wí,- ;in<l «• ••H\. i i , , | 1,, tl,.. i,,-, |.,., Cai.,,^ 
^.y. >( hi» i u c m f I • ...... x) d u t a t s a y.; ir r . ,y. (Am.-t. I7J<)), i. •_'(ii 
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aspect, or they painted levvd persons with the attr i-
butes and dress of saints. Dur ing lent the inhab-
itants of the capital used to perform pilgrimage to a 
place called the HumiIIadero, on foot and in silent 
meditation. When Serna came he found tha t this 
journey of penance had been transformed into a car-
nival march, wherein the wealthy appeared in c;ir-
riages, and others in convivial groups, all bent (JII 
enjoyment. To this the prelate sought to put a stop, 
under threat of excommunication, and lie also did his 
best to check drunkenness and other vices, though 
herein the corrupt and unfriendly oí icials under the 
weak Guadalcázar offered no assistance. 

The zealous introduction of reforms by Gelves had 
at íîrst won the aclmiring cooperation of Serna,^^ but 
when he found them cxtending too far within ecclcsi-
astic precincts impatience turned into open hostility, 
for the prelate was exceedingly jealous concerning his 
prerogatives, and possessed of a stubbornness which 
readily developed into unreasonable zeal. H e took 
in dudgeon the well meant counsels concerning the 
reform of abuses in the ecclesiastical court, and his 
resentment was increased by the decision in the mat-
ter of doctrinas. On several occasions he forgot the 
dignity of his station, and tha t the viceroy was the 
personal representativc of the king whom both served. 
In the palaces of the great, tale-bearers are never 
lacking, and reports of the prelatic outbursts lost 
nothing in the recital, but Gelves, desiring to avoid a 
rupture, took no notice of them. This moderation, 
however, did not produce the effect desired, for the 
prelate began not only to censure the acts of the vice-
roy with unseemly freedom, but to lean openly to the 
cause of those opposed to him, as though a formal 
compact had been entered into between them. 

Thus, in the short space of two years Gelves, while 
he had restored in a signal manner the outward ob-
servance of the law, had failed to establish order 

"See his letters in Doc fíist. Mrx., série ii. tom. ii.-iii., passim. 
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wh. ic ordcr w;is iiiost needed, and ;it thc closc of 
\i'r2:\ I ; found a r raycd ag;iiiist liim tl ie archbishoj) and 
t l ic fri.u-, t h c ;iu(licnci;i ;ind t h c c^ibildcJ of Mcxico. 
Tl lowcr class of tl ^ jjcojile kncw iio will but tliat 
of tlic churcli , wl Mi t l ia t will \\;is signiticd; thc upjJcr 
cl;i-s, conij)osc(l ;dniost cnt i rcly of iiicn wi th but ;i 
si i i j le intcrcst , tha t of j)luii(lci'iiig thc royal trc; isury, 
\\;is n inijiulatcd bv tlic two gic^it corjjorations. 
\ ' j;iinst siicli ;i coinbinatioii ;iny luaii j^rotcctcd only 

bv an au toc ra t six tl )us;ind uiihjs ;iway m u s t h;ivc 
bccii jjowcrlcss, ai l it iiccdcd b u t t he most t r ivial 
circuinst;in('c to br ing ;ibout an ou tbreak . T h e occa-
sioii was liot loiig wantiiig. 

In Scptci i ibcr IC'22, ^fanuel So to , a jicrsou em-
j)]ovc(l ;it thc jiublic griinar}' of jNfcxico, dcnounccd to 
tl ' vi('( roy Mclclîor Pc rcz dc A íiracz, alcakh^ uiayor 
of Mctcjtcc.'-'" ;iccusing him of forcing t h e Indi; ins of 
his juri-.dictioii to j jurchasc grain of liiiii at an cxor-
bit;iiit jii'i<;c, and to scll to liim tlieir ca t t lc aiid j^roducc 
;;1 nici'cK' noiuinal r;itcs, ;is wcll ;is of otl r ()j)j)rcssi\'c 
;i.-t-^ T h c xicci'oy c;uisc<l t hc charg<'s to bc invcsti-
g;itc<h ;uid tl jiroofs bcing ii'rcfut;iblc, ord(^red thc 
h'sv iiijj)ort;iii1 t . . b c m a ( l c g rounds ot" actioii in Mcxico 
whilc 1I1.3 niorc 'j'nivc lic rctcrr^Nl to t h e Indi;i <'ouiicil. 
^ l canwhi l c A';IÎ;ICZ I l bccn u n d c r a r r c s t in a jiriv^itc 
liousc, aiid (i(;lvcs now ordcicd tliat, uiidcr bonds, hc 
should l)(; gi\'('n tlic I r t 'doi i i of t h c ••'\\\. \ ';ii '; 'Z 
dc iuur icd t ' . t lu~>, ;dlcgiiig tl it l).)ii(l~- slioiild iiof bc 
cxactcd Iroiii hun t"(.r ;i c;iiisc so t r i \ i a l , bu t t hc vicc-
j ' . . \ ]., r. iuj)t.iiily ordcicd conij)li;uicc,^^ and rcfcircd 

** 1 hc .•'.'iiit ,.f l.;t ('. .rtin:i saystli it lii- iiiris,li,.ti,,ii waa tlmtof Ix tkhuaca. 
J'JC IJiéí. M'X., (ífT;. ii. t.iii. iii. (IJ; Alcara/, in I.i,,'o M<x., ii. l'JJ, uiakcs 
t!,.' ,'-aiii. i:.,-;,.l., I, ,st it. m. nt. Tho two il... . - arc ii.nr to onc another. 
\ a r a c / \\a8 a i ' r -on of w.n ^ .•,,IIM ,|u. n, ,• an,l a knÍL.'lit of S;,i,tiaL;o. So«i, 
Lepin.p. .M.X.. (,o. II, was tl - iutni.;,t. fii, nd-f thc j.owcrfuloidores Pedrcî 
«h- V.i^-ara ( . iviria ;uul (.al.i..s <ic \alcncia, who tl.i,,ii_'h th. ir influence 
Miú\ t!,. ir a.H«ociat.« n. tl.;it l....ly h;.,l ir . . . i ; i . , l f,,r hnu an appoiutment aa 
CDrr.-idor ..! Mcxic... Th ' li-, ;il ha.l , ' , .iiii., | thi t hc .ouhl uot hold both 
..ti. c- Ou appeal t . the !• iia ( -.uncil that l„.,iy decided ihat hc was Inconi-
, . t. :, ' ,aj,d c.jn.Mi !. .d!! . o l.,rf8 to j.ay .ach a lii of one hui lr. ,1 ducados. 
'1 ,>c> res . - t ' l ,.;.>i."nt, h .• (..Ivi.s, •̂ J , had arriv».l incanwhilc. < onii.. Ih-,! 
1:.. 111 to |<iy it. .1/ . . , /.'./. Sri.i.. s; /A,,-. / / , .r . M(x., .'ric ii. toin. iii. (i-J ;; 

• 'Varae/a i l . _•. ,1 'urtli. r ' t hi,-,1. i,,,iiiic.r was an iu,>i''nili. ;.i,t luulatto 

file:///alcncia
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the cause to the oidor Alonso Vazquez de Cisne-
ros. '̂̂  

The proceedings went on too slowly to suit the 
humor of the marquis. After consultation with his 
legal adviser, Luis de Herrera , but without the con-
currence of the audiencia, he ordered the case to be 
referred to the fiscal of Panamá, Juan de Alvarado 
Bracamonte, who had jus t come from IManiIa. Braca-
monte proceeded wdth acti\'ity, sending Sancho de 
Baraona, a clerk of the audiencia, to the province of 
Metepec to collect additional evidence. To the new 
referee* Varaez objected, and the viceroy ordered 
Fra.ncisco Enriquez de Ávila, a corregidor of IMcxico, 
to sit with him. These judges deenied it advisable 
to exact from the accused a bond to answer to any 
judgment they might render, and Varaez, fearing lest 
h(! might be again imprisoned, sword iu hand and 
accompanied by dependants, entered a coach and 
hastened to claim sanctuary at the convent of Santo 
Domingo. Almost simultaneously the judges sen-
tenced him to pay a fine of sixty thousan(I pesos, and 
to perpetual banishment from the Indies. 

Shortly afterward, Soto having alleged tha t Varaez 
conteinj)Iated fleeing to Spain, guards wcre jjlaced at 
the door of his cell, and all communication with him 
was forbidden. H e contrived, howevcr, tliat a memo-
rial should reach the archbishop, in whicli it was 
claimed that the jjresence of the guíirds w;is in viohi-
tion of the right of .sanctuary.^^ Tlie ecclesiastical 

unworthy of credence. What he and his friends felt the most was that the 
viceroy would not allow these to be his judges, and that uudoubtedly he would 
be obliged to re tum to his jurisdiction. lu tlns way their trading operations 
would come to au end. Id., Mex. Rcl. Svm., 4. 

'•'*He had aiTÍ\cd rccently from Spaiu, and bore the reputation of being 
an honest man. For two nionths lic refused to accept the charge, but the 
viceroy compelled him to áh so. Soto alleged that Cisneros was uot impartial 
in this matter, since he was an intimatc friend of Gaviria and his guest. Uhi 
sup., and Alcaraz, in Liceo Mex., ii. IJ.3. 

'^ That the prelate himself visited Varaez, as is stated by the author of the 
Relacion Svmaria, seeius extremely improbable. Still the circumstance is 
also mentioned by the conde de la Cortina: ' y con estnxendo y aparato y li-
cenciosa ostentacion, y -visitando al retraido, volvia á su casa mas prendado, 
y dado el filo á los aceros.' The count also states that Varaez objected to the 
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judgc ordcred that the guards should be removed 
within two days, a demand to which the civil judges 
rcfiiscd to acccdc because Varaez, having in effect 
brokcii jail, was iiot entitled to s^iiictuarv. If the 
jjoint were not wcll tak(>n it w;is ccrtainly debatablc; 
but tlic archbishoj), taking the case out of thc liands 
of his jmjvisor, cxcomniuiii(';ited Soto, the judgcs, the 
gi irds. aiid (n'cii thcíNiunscl emj^loycd bv tliciu. The 
j)crsons so cx('()inmuiiic;itc(l iiiuncdi;itcly ajijx^alcd to 
tlie au(licnci;i, and in ^cord^incc with tlie royal pro-
vision govcrning such cascs, sciitcncc was .suspended, 
and ;d)S()lution '/(/ rciricid(jiti(ii,i givcn at íirst for 
twenty days aiid then for a further jx'riod of fifteen.''^ 

A tcw days afterward (rclvcs called upon tlic arch-
bi^lioj) lo scnd tlîc notary to Iiini tha t I ' luight bc 
jjurgcd of coiitcmjjt. Aftcr rcjieated inst;u cs the 
jd'idatc rcluctaiitly coiiscntcd to do so. Thc notary 
ajjjuarcd l)(.t'orc thc viccroy ;icconijjanicd by the arch-
l)i-li..j)'s sccrcbiry, whom the marquis immediately 
(lisiiii.-scd, iii ;i vcry discourteous manner, as was 
;it'tcrward allcged by tlic j^rclatc.'^'^ The notary made 
c( i't;un iiiijiort;uit st;itciucnts, but tlicsc beiiig rc-
(hiccd t.i writing hc refuscd to sign the dcj^osition 
without jicrmission from his prelatc. For this he 
w;is adjudgcd guilty ot" contumacv, and, being con-
dcmiic<l to loss of property and banishment, he was 
t;ikcn to S;ui Juan de Ulúa that he might be sent to 
. p i i in . '^ 

goards ..nly l„ ,-aus. if tlic cxixnsc o<<;isioi,c,l to him by their presence. 
Dof. J/ÍM' .M.X., h,ri<. ii. toiii. iii. (jl.'.: .M.x., li, I. Sm,., ."). In tl ' matter of 
tl ii.lit ..f anctuary civil authoriti. s in S|,:iii, ha.l is.sui:il a nuiubcr of cx-
1 i, i | ' luna \̂  h.. 1, >.'r. ;ttly r.-stric!, ,1 thc privil.^;;.^. 

- 'Thc ;irchl>i li,.,. ,l. i,iaii,i. 1 ;ico| y of <•. rtaiii ordcrs from tl ' clerk of the 
auii i ia, (". do < )4ori(>, aml I,. in;,' ,l. ui< ,1 h<- <.\<,)iiiiiiiiiiiiati<l him, 

"(..Iv..^, wai» atU'U.l.-.l l,y l l . r i . i ; . , 1 ;r;,, aiiiont.., Fathcr l'.iii-uillos, and 
K. ' , i . : , i . ' l l i .- . III. II, t,.geili. r witii tli, vicar of l.a Mer<:.'(l, son ' .'^upcriors 
oi •!..• rcligioas onh i,s, an.l a f, w ,,th. r-. wcrc thc'viccroy'H IriisK.l advisers. 
K..:. ! .•\l..ii.»o de \ iUarocl, a j.ric-t \vl.,, aítcrward tc>tilic<l iu support of the 
arcl,! : . .p'8 Bide (f t l . COH Í-OV« r-v, cjills them: ' a/iucUos nolos cristianog 
d.- 8U8 lonsí j.'H.s Bílulador. s, .,„.. 1.. . iiL'anahan y le a<lulaban y le dicron 
{x.r .... . - j . ,;: :. I. i .;. i|u. . 1 tni l..í:ado .1.1 I'a[>a en las Indias y i.'y en (Ilas, 
y aeí i--iia l,a. . r .n iioml.r.. de s. M. lo qnc ,|ui-i, sc en las In.íia.s.' Doc 
Hi í. .M'X . 8. rie ii. tom. ii. '.','>>'>, 

»'The cahdtloi'f .M' M O , iu the lett. r to which refcrence ha* been made, 
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This act of the viceroy was undoubtedly legal, bu t 
the archbishop immediately declared tha t he had in-
curred the censures mentioned in the bull called in 
cæna domini.^^ H e therefore excommuicated him, 
ordering his name to be placed in the list of excom-
municated persons afíixed to the church door. 

Gelves now called the oidores and the alcaldes 
together in order to get their opinion concerning the 
r ight of the archbishop to excommunicate him. Their 
answer w âs evasive,^^ and he submitted the mat ter to 
a second assemblage, composed of ecclesiastics and 
laymen, who decided tha t the archbishop w âs clearly 
in the wrong.^ Fortified by this opinion thc viceroy 
now retaliated on his antagonist by a decree condemn-
ing him to pay a fine of ten thousand ducados, to con-
fiscation of his temporal property, and to banishment. 
The marquis finally sent the alguazil mayor, Luis de 
Tobar Godinez, to execute the decree and compel the 
archbishop to revoke his sentence. The viceroy had 
notified the archbishop three several times of his de-
cree, but on none of these occasions had the audiencia 
taken part in the action as according to law they 

asserts that this man was kept in prison for two days and a night, after 
which, at midnight, he was hurried away to the foii.ress, where he still re-
mained (19th February 1624), notwithstanding the fact that meanwhile 
several vessels had sailed thence for Spain. I t is not a t all probable that the 
archbishop would allow the man, about whose arrest he made such trouble, to 
remain in durance for more than a month after the do'wnfall of the viceroy. 

^' This colcbrated bull is of great antiquity, and received its name fuom 
the fact that it was read publicly in the presence of the pope on Maundy-
thursday, by a cardinal-deacon, accompanied by several other prelates. I t 
contains a general excommunication of all heretics, and of those guilty of con-
tumacy and tlisobedience to the holy see. One of its 34 paragraphs provides 
tha t laymen who venture to pass judgment on ecclesiastical judges and cite 
them to appear before their tribunals shall incur the censure specified in the 
bull. On this paragraph the archbishop probably based his action. 

^ Their answer was that they had not studietl the point. Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
i. 270. I t indicates what their purpose was. At tl is time, as at any other 
previous to the breaking-out of the riot, the audiencia might have calmed the 
rising storm had its members chosen. Peace-making, however, was far from 
their intention. 

^ In defense of the decision of this assemblage Father BurguiIIos, already 
mentioned, published a memorial, which was printed, addressed to the visi-
tador Carrillo. The memorial is contained in 28 octavo pages of close print, 
and is a leamed production. The Franciscan, citing a host of canonical au-
thorities, denies the authority of any prelate to excommunicate in such a 
caae. Memoríal, in Tumultos de Mex., 67-80. 
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sliould h a \ ( ' douc. Dur i i i g th is j);iss;ige ;it a rn is 
i ici thcr of tlic ;ui1;igoiiists had ct^nducted himsclf w i th 
tl ' di'jiiitv to bc c\ |)cctc(l from jx'rsons ot" t hc i r cx-
a l t (d j)()sitioii. Tlu>y vicd oiic witli a n o t h c r in sclcct ing 
uniin h hoiiis ;in(l unusi il j)l;iccs for tl ' cxchange 
ot" tl ir j)cculi;ir court<'sics.'"' 

T h c ;ij)])c;il to tlic ;iu(licuci;i, howcvcr , w;is iicvcr 
(h( idcd ; tor wliilc it w ;is j icnding tlie j u d g c s ;ind o t h c r 
jxrs.iiis c \couununic; i tcd , sccing tlic obstii icy of t h e 
;irclil.islioj), on tlic L^Otli of I)cccinbcr \(')'2'.> apj)c;irc(l 
l.ct".irc t h e ]);ij);il (Iclcg;»tc ;it Pucbh'i.^' T h c dc lcga te 
j)crcmj)torily oi(lcr(,'(l tlic ^irchbishoj) to rcii jvc t h e 
b;in, which tlie j)rcl;itc rcfuscd to do, on t l ie g r o u n d 
tl it lic(';iU'~c ot" th.c aj)])c;il to tl ic audiencia t h c t r i -
biu il ;i1 P i bla I ul iio jur isdic t ion, al leging also t h a t 
tlic t i iuc tor ;ij)j)c;il oii t hc j iart of tlie cxcomniunic; i tcd 
I ul !jon.' b \ . Thcreuj)()n, on N e w ^'c;ir 's (hiy, t h e 
(lcl('j;itc issucd ;i coiiipulsory man(hitc, o rder ing t h e 
;ir('hbish(.j) to absolvc tlie excommunica ted . T h e cxc-
cuîioii ot" th is dccrcc hc in t rus tcd to a Domin ican 
tr ir, ;is his sul)-dclcg;itc, wlio jicrsoi dly rciuoved 
t"r()m tl ' cliurch <l()or tl î obiioxious noticcs.^-

br.lUi iiiaiiy oi' thc jiuljiits of tlic city tlic couduc t 

•"On the f.a.'-t of tl .c l 'urisinia ( ' .niccpcion, Tohar , hv ordcr , . f ( h l v c s , not i -
li. ,l t h e ;,!. hhi.-hop "f a dc, i, ,• whilc I ' s tood in all tho <li._'iiity of his sacrcil 
olii. , a t t h c hi j l i a!t;,r <.f t he tathi<li; i l , w i th thc ho>t u n c o v e r c l , ;iu<l iu t h e 
u..,î,'-t <f tlie i-,>lci,,uity of the ii is.-í. Tli,- outr;iL:<<l p 'lati ' , <lcclariii.4 ili;it he 
W'.iild riot f -rtiiit MKII j,!,.l;in;iiioii, iior tliat tl ' pi.'.plc shouhl Ix' so M;III<I;I1-
/. .1 r. fu 'cd to i c . i \ c ll - n.)licc. S< ii i, li' jircs<'ntu' i<in, iu /).)(•. / / , - / . .\ICJ\ 

bcri.- li. t.'iii, ii. I(l.">. '1 I ' .•ahihlo, 111 it-; lc t tcr !., t!ic k i u " , ;i^,>,'rts t l i ; i t t h e 
V). .-r.,>• ord« 1. .1 pro< l:iiii .tiou iiiailc tliat iioii,. ,-li, .ii!,l p^iss 1)\̂  i li<.;, i, !ii, i.i-^npal 
I ,.:. ,-. iior a.s.--. i,,!.!.• iii iiuiiil.ciri \\ itliiu oi . hlock ot it. .\l< .., < 'urt.is ,1,' l,i cin-
dwl <i S. M., ÍU /</ . , i l i , 1111. ( i|i t h c o t l i c r li;iii,l t h c :ii . i i l , i-l i , . j i \ \ ; , s • c i < " 0 
1 .r .1 ilch..) de l.i \.iiL';iii/a (juc d l lauiaha cclo d iv ino . ' .M,,r<i, .!/.,-. ,/ .V7M 
y . ' r . , i i i . . . 1 . II. also ' a i . i . .surula jx.r iii.st;int<s i on ilili;,'ciicia c...tr;i,,rdiiiaria; 
inaii.lal>a h; ic.r á n n d i a ii..chc ii.ititjcacioi .< c-ijuisilics.' / ; , „ . U'i.si. M<x. 
Bt'ric II, toiu. iii. 1,1 

»' ThÍB t.tiicc w.vi . >. atc.l hy a ,-i„ . i:il huU . I Crc-^'orj' X I I I , for t! ' deci-
8Íon '•! <lilh. i,.t ca.'M:» .,1 thi« v . r y n a t u r . . 1 lie ,lcl<';;al<' ;^'<u<rall v r. si.lcd a t 
l 'ucl.la. 

»-'i'h.' I».,iiiiiii.;iii, l . yo rd . r t ! tl,c v i . , , , , y , w.-.s ;,,.,,,i,ij,;,ni..,l l.y a 'ir-ini 
-r Ihe i.'iryx.-. of l i . v. ntiu}; any ..pix, ii .n !l,:it mi- l . t U ' o f r c r e d h y pa r t i -

saii-< . : ll.p archbi.'4h..i., 1 , h . r <'avo w r l , hi.s U O M I hias a,ssir1s t i i a t t h e 
Bul . - . idc ja tc was a '\n,\<\'- cL ri. '.. ;,, u- i ; , , , ,ic inoiija-, j >r iio hal.i r q u e r i d o 
iiii._-.n Btijc^" ih^ l a r . t ' i . i ; . r . ; i i - . d.- -. iii..j;ii,t.' .•.;i,,i-ion.' C'fíco, Tres 
.^••/'.o , 1. ' J T I . 
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of the delegate was reprehended in no unmeasured 
terms, while, on the streets, knots of heated disputants 
took one view or the other of the question as their 
feelings prompted. On his par t the archbishop, more 
than ever exasperated, ordered the spiritual outcasts 
to be excommunicated anew^ with all the dramatic 
accompaniments of bell, book, and candle, and tha t 
the list be agaiii posted with the name of the sub-
delegate added to the rest. On that same night of 
January 3d, he ordered also tha t all the churches 
of the city should announce the threatened interdict. 
While the ceaseless clamor of the bells, rinofing; as 
though for this end only had they been cast, was 
inspiring in the souls of 'the people the shadowy fcar 
of some greater ill impending, came the final notiíîca-
tion of the delegate commanding the archbishop to 
remove the ban. The sub-delegate was ordered, in 
case of the prelate's refusal or neglect, to execute upon 
him the sentence of fine and banishment. The stub-
born archbishop again refused compliance, and tho 
sub-delegate prepared to carry the sentence into eífect. 
H e again removed the censures and ordered the ring-
ing of the bells to cease, and now the very silence 
aroused new fears among the terrified people. 

Early on the morning of the 9th of January tho 
archbishop sent Crist6bal Martinez de Recalde, j^arish 
priest of the cathedral, accomjDanied by notaries, to 
the viceregal palace witli a petition addressed to the 
audiencia. After setting forth the facts of the case 
in a manner very favorable to his own view of it, the 
archbishop demanded tha t the audiencia should decide 
immediately the pending appeah^^ In presenting this 
petition to the oidores J u a n Paez deValIecillo, Juan dc; 
Ibarra, and Diego de Avendano, Martinez said that . 

331 ' He stated moreover that it was with diíficulty he could find a notary 
who dared to publish the decree of excommunication; also that in notifyinsc 
his flecrees the viceroy behaved 'con menos decencia de lo que couvenia,' and 
finally, that the proceedings against Varaez were unwarrauted by law, aud 
were undertaken solely for the purpose of causing delay. Serna, Ji< j , . , in Doc 
Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. ii. 151-72. 

HisT. MEX., \OÍ. III. 1 
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it was in the p^nvcr of the audiencia to put an end to 
all dis;igrccu 'iits, thus jireventing a j^o.ssiblc breach 
of thc j.('; 'c. A allecillo, wlio was sciiior oidor, re-
i)lic(l that tlicv liad bccii ordered bv thc viccrov to 
i'cc(i\c no j)ctitions from the ;ircliI)islioj) or any clcrgy-
ii 'iii, cxccj)t thi'ough tlic j")roj-)cr channcls. Martinez 
obi.ctiiig that sucli an ordcr took ;iw;iy thc j)relate's 
oj)j.or1uiuty of ;ittciiij)tiug to rcstorc liarmony, Ibarra 
rcjili(d: "Vou know tha t tliis is tlie ordcr of oiir 
j)rcsideiit : wliat, tlicn. would you liavc us do ^' After 
soiue further sju'cch ot" likc impoit, and an intimatioii 
ot' coinii r troubh^ from Martinez, he and liis com-
jianioiis withdrcw.^^ 

lîcut ou c;irryiiig liis point, and lcarning tha t the 
sub-dclcgatc \v;is;ibout to cxccutc sciitciicc ujion him, 
llic arclihishoj) i'csol\-cd uj )n ;i hist dcsjicrate rcsort. 
AL ;iii c;irly liour oii thc l l t l i of J;inuarv, IfiiM, he 
c;iu-cd liinisclf to l)c takcii to the \'i<'crcg;d pahicc, in 
:i sc<l;ui-ch;iir borrowcd for the j")urj)osc, aiid attcnded 
oiily by Iwo j)agcs. That hc wcnt in this ostciita-
ti.iusly liumble manner, instcad of in his coach, with 
cio/.icr ujibornc bcfore Iiim and ;i<'C()iuj)anied by tlie 
iiiciulu.'i s ot" his houscl jld, w;is ot" itst'lf a circunistiuicc 
suíH('i( iitly straiigc tr, c v a t c ;ittciitioii, ;ind ou icacli-
iiig tl ' j);d;icc lic w;is surroui lcd by ;i ciowd of idlcrs. 

Thc stiutlcd oidorcs asked wliat lic dc^iicd.''^ The 

" ' Y .1 d i c h . ) S . Li i ' . N'allci i l lo d i jo . a n t h l c i , I ),,.s i |u , . y a cst;'i i i r o v c i . l o 
\ con .-.••to los pol t" r08 le i l i icr i . l i . | i lc ca lh i s , . , n , . cliil,.irL.';,i,t,. lo i u;,l c l i l i , ;ho 
1.: M;irt i i i tz \ o l \ i , ) ;'i rcj . l ioir . ' /-/., li. 17."). liii'.,ri,,. ,1 tl,;it t!,.. aii,li<iici;i 
w o u h l 11,.t 1. ccivc tli, |,< t i t ion, tl ' ;,>. !il.i-li..ii i iuis. .1 a u o t h c r to l,<' ad.l ss<il 
t.> l'- ilr.) .1. . \ r cva lo s. .i, û,., l is. ; ,! ,.i t l iat l),„ly, calliii:,' ui..)n liiiu K) a . t as 
t l iough it liad l).cu i . c . i \ . ,1, aj l to t ,! . . iiniii. ili;itc st. j,s l,;r tlic j)ur[x>8e of 
j . i . v.iiti,, ' , ' auy liarii, \\ h i . h iiii;.;ht ichiilt iroiu w.iiit of a . t iou on t h e p a r t of 
tl aii. 1. i i;i. 'Ili!.-^ \\a.s .1. i i \ . r. , | l.y .\..'iii!,,r t,, t hc íi.^cal, lo..^ctl,.r w i th 
«-oi)ic» of tl).' i'<titi.,ii ;.i .1 , f tl ' , 1 . , uu iit -i in tlic <;,-c <,f \';,i;,<.z, anil cvokcil 
i, ,fn ly an .v;i.-i\. ' maun. r. ' s u nici,.-.l n s],oi li<'), (jue yo cl no tar io di jcse 
:i -̂  .^a lUma. .Icl arzoLi-jM, iiii h.fi.,i, ,ji,, 1,. Ixsaha los in;ii )s y . . . han'i to<l,> 
I jx«iblc, y 1 , .lU' <1.1M'.' / . / . , 17s. 

" l u i ts i . t t t i t hc .^ibildo a»s. r',i tl,;it t!,, a rchb ishop remained a t t h e door 
«.f ti,. autl icnc. chaml« r, a..-ki: L- lc;.v.. i . ci,t.:r, and tli;it r c c ivin;,' no answer , 
1,. ^ o i t u r f í l \M !iiu, audh i i i i , l in. ldicsM-l tl oidorcs, t e l l ing t h e m hia e r r and . 
M.X.. ' 'a,i<i de ia ' 'iwla,! ,t S. .M., iu /</., iii. \:u',. Thia l e t t c r i-i based, no t 
. n l v lu thi> par t i cu la r hut in i, any . t i i t r s , c.n thc r. i,i.:-.;nt;ai,)i, of thc a rch-
Ki.sl . j . . Id., i^ri 
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prelate replied tha t he sought justice, and tha t he 
would not leave the audience-chamber until he had 
received it.̂ ^ H e then desired to read a petition in 
which it was set forth: That he was obliged to appear 
thus in person because the president of the audiencia 
had given orders tha t no communication brought from 
him by an ecclesiastic w^ould be rcceivcd, and no lay-
man dared to aid him by joresenting one. Since it 
was not jus t tha t he alone in all New SjDain should 
be denied the riglit to appeal to the audiencia for j)ro-
tection, he hurably besought that body, in the name 
of God and the cliurch, to j)ity the WTctched condition 
of the country as W'cll as of his dignity and jurisdic-
tion, and to receive and hear tliis petition against the 
thrcatened action of the papal dclegate; further, to 
decide the appeal pencling in the matter of the guards 
of Varaez without dclay. Were this not done, he 
was determined to go to Spain, there to aj^peal to the 
king in person. This jDetition the oidores refused to 
receive; and summoned by the viceroy they Icft the 
prelate in the audience-chamber. H e immediatcly 
placed the petition and the accompan^'ing documciirs 
on the table beneath the canoj^y of state, calling upoii 
the multitude present to bear witness tha t he did so. 
There were present about one hundred persons, among 
them some eight or ten clergymen. Fearful lcst 
there might be a disturbance, the viceroy ordered 
tha t all persons having no business before the audien-
cia should depart at once, and presently the arch-
bishop, his notary Aguilar, and the two pages alone 
remained. 

The prelate was now formally required to return to 
his palace, there to await the answer to his petitions, 
which must pass through the usual course. This he 
refused to do, insisting upon receiving justice and 
upon the admission of appeals. For this obstinacy 
he was fined four thousand ducados, and upon his 

'* ' No se iria de allá aun cuando lo hicieran pedazos, hasta que no se le 
hiciese justicia.' Mex., Rel. Svm., 6. 
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fui'tl r ict"iis;il tlic st'utcncc of banishmcnt from N e w 
Sjiiin \v;is ; lde(l.'' I t was ;it'tcii x)!! wlicn Gclves 
oidcicd Lorenzo dc Tcrroncs, ;il(\il(lc dcl crímcii of the 
audici 'i;i, to cxccutc the scntcucc bv taking the rebel-
lious jiichitc to .Sau Juan dc Ulúa, tlicrc to embark 
f)r Sjiain.^" Accoiupanied by thc alguacil mayor, 
^bu'tin Iviiiz di' Z;ival;i, his deputy, I>;iltasar de 
I*crc;i, aiid otlicrs, TcMroiics notified the archbishop 
of thc iii--ti uct ions hc h; l rcccived. Tlie rejdy of the 
jii'.'hit.' was that tlicy inust rciuov(! liim forcibly, and 
Tiuroncs ;ii l Pcrc;i, t;ikiug hiin cacli by an arm, but 
in ;i rc^p.ctful n ini r, lcd him down to thc court-
y;ird, w!,, i,' a liircd tr;ivclling-carriagc drawn by four 
inulcs v,as in waitiug. Iii this tlie prisoucr, having 
liis crozier ai l thc iiisiguia of Iiis raiik iu tlic church, 
a;i(l th. tiuT'C otli('i;ds, sc;itcd thciusclvcs; some tcn 
or twclvc iuountcd coiistablcs undcr ^NIajor Antonio 
()ca;i.i|io''^ of tlic ji;d;ice guard surrounded the c(jui-
j3agc. and tl ^ v.hoh' cortí-^gc dej^artcd by tlie streets 
lc;idilig t'i tl ' c;iusc\vav of (jiu;i(!aluj)c. 

S . grc;iL was tli.> crowd iii tlie plaza tha t with dif-
ficultv a ] :issa'jc \\;is luade. Ou all sidcs the sobs of 
d ' woiii. II mingled with thc stcrncr voiccs of thc men, 
whih.' ihcy ;i^kc.l whithcr their bch.vcd jDastor w;is 
bcing takcu, or I ajicd iiiii)rec;itioiis on the head of the 
autlior ot" ihis outr;igc. Soiuc divcstcd thciusclvcs of 
th. ir luantlcs in ordcr to thr..\v tlicin in tlic road of 
th.' '',i?'ri; j'c. The crov^d c;i'''\v bv ;icccssions froin side 
s r.. t- aiid troiu tl lious. s bv tl j wjivside, notwith-

' •Thi8 s. iit. li. .• wa« bas(.l on iii'.i, t l ianone i.,\;il ihcn c. One oidor did 
n,)t tak. jiart in tlu- a.-., which lic chosc to r.'u';ird'aa cxcciKivc niattcr. 

" I l ^ order wa- upj !• i,,ci,t<'il hy anot!,, r fullcr and luore spccifîc in ita 
ins tni .H. io . L'i tl ' laf tcr, I. rioi s was onl.'icil to t;iko tho reíatc dircctly 
to s;.u Juaii dc l l,,;i, thcrc i.) . iiibark in tiic lii-st s!,ii, sail,,, ' lor Sjiaiu tha t 
in:-ht 8Hlt l.iiii. 1 or ca.!h .lay .1 Bcrvivc, -• ii,_r and ioiiiii,-/l',.,ri)i,<.s would 
r,-.ti\.- t u . l v ducad.'s ilc (';i.siilla, (I,.. „,,t;.iy l,>ur jx .sos ,lc oro comun, and 
the guards tli, ;r u.su;d i ,\ ^ All ,.! thcsc c.\i.,:„s, s, aa wcU aa othcra which 
nii_'!it U' lucum. l , w c t > be ii i l.y tlic ar. hl,i-l„,i,, an-l tl... t ithe collcctor 
,.! tn.._a n..ir.il w;is_.,:, •,1 to ,,.,y J.ixn, ,,c.„>s al ouc... J^'.c. Ili.t. Mcx., 

" T h c v i , , . , ; , h l .-.nt f.r ('..pt^in Di..^'o dc Armcntcros to commaud 
the cso.rt, but tii. caj.tain aj j ,.-. ntly lia\ing no stoinacl, for thc duty k. ot 
OUt . t l i i c W.iV. •' ' 
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standing Ocampo's order tha t none should go further 
than the church of Santo Domingo, until on reaching 
Guadalupe, it numbered fully five thousand Indians, 
negroes, and half-breeds. While the archbishop dined 
and rested, the people by degrees returned to the city, 
there spreading the news and arousing general dis-
content. 

That night the three oidores, whether influenced 
by partisans of the archbishop or fearful that their 
action had been hastv, took counsel of one another. 
The result was tha t Ibarra despatched a messenger 
to Terrones bidding hini go slowly, for on thc morrow 
the order touching the exile of the prelate would un-
doubtedly be revoked. On the morning of the I2th, 
accordingly, the three met formally, with Vallecillo 
as president, passed a resolution declaring that there 
had been a lack of accord in the proceedings of the 
previous day, and ordering that, while this point was 
considered, those having the prelate in custody should 
return with him at once. Of this the viceroy had 
speedy information, and ordered the clerk of the audi-
encia to deliver up the document. The oidores met 
again, and passed another resolution revoking the 
four orders of the l l t h , on the ground that they had 
not been passed by a quorum, and ordering that the 
archbishop should be brought back to Mexico.^'' In-
formed of this second meeting of the oidores the vice-
ro}^ ordered them into confinement within the palace, 
and that two relatores who had taken part wúth them 
should be put in prison. H e also ordered that no 
action should be taken in the matter of the revoca-
tion by the oidores, in which he had had no part. 

Fear ing lest tbe archbishop might reneW' the inter-
dict, and having strengthened his resolve by an appeal 
to the fiscal, the marquis sent Tobar to the cathedral 
and the churches, to notify the chapter and the parish 
priests not to obey any such order on the part of their 

*" The document was not properly authenticated because the deputy clerk 
Btood in fear of the viceroy. Doc Hist, Mex., série ii. tom. ii. 247-50. 
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suj..ri()r till thc de lcgatc sliouhl li;ivc r^Midcr^^l liis 
(h'. isiou. Tol);ir tbiind t h c (';itlic(lr;il doors shu t , al-
lli.'i j h tlic bui lding w;is full of jicoplc, b u t oI)t;uned 
;idiiutt;uicc ;iftcr soiiic dclav. Xot w i thou t opposit ion 
hc ic;id tlic o idcr from thc stcjis of t h c liigh a l tar , and 
w;i^ j)roiiiisc(l obcdiciicc b \ ' t h c j)rovisor ai l t h c chaji-
t c r ; biit tl ^ jxirish jiricsts icjilicd th; i t t l icy had iio 
j).>\\.r to susjni l or iiujicdc w h a t thc i r supcr ior migl i t 
(h t. 'rininc. 

In o idcr t h a t tlic archbishop ni ight not a t t e m p t to 
intlucncc in any w;iy t h e (lclcg;itc ;it P u c b l a , t h e vicc-
roy (I. sj);itclicd ;i iiicssci j'cr to Terroiics, w i th ordcrs to 
;i\oid tliat city ;iiid to t;ikc ;uiotIicr road.^' A ha l t had 
bccn ii idc ;i1 tlic towu of (Juadalujx' for t h c j)urj)()st; 
of ;dl()wiiig thc archbishoj) to rcst , and ot" th i s he 
availcd hiiiisclf t.) issuc two additioiial dccrccs. I n t l ie 
fii'st. ;il'tcr i'ccitiiig his visit to thc audiciici;i, Iiis a r rcs t , 
aud his d(,'j)oi't;ition to tliis jilacc, tlic j)rclat(> declarcd 
th.it tl ' jii'cs dciit ;ui(I oidoi'cs. ;is wcîl T(^rroncs, Z;i-
\al;i , Fcrc; i , ;uid Osorio. t ogc thc r wi th Oc;uuj)0 iind 
th. ' algi 'ilcs of tlie gu;u(I, I l incurrcd t h c ccnsurcs 
ii 'iitioiicd in thc c;uioii clcincntic .^i (jnix .^it<i<Ic/ifc di-
<il>"/'> ;uid tlie bull iii cc/ t d<nni/ii.^- 'fliis dccrct! was 
ii ' l.' kiiowii a t oiicc to ;dl t hc jicrsons n;iuic(l the re in , 
i'\c> jit thc j.i'csid.iit and oidorcs, with an otfcr of ab-
s.ilution it"soujlit witliin six hours , T h c sccond cdict 
\\; s ;iddr,'ss( .1 to thc ch rg\ ' , rcci t ing tl ' f; 'ts nicii-
tioii<<l iii th. ' tii'sl (d ic t and <)r<l<ring ;ui in te rd ic t to 
1). ( -i.ihlisl d. 

'l I ' ;irchbislio[) h.' l wisl d 1.. i . iua in still loiigcr 
;it ( i iu hduj,. '. biit T. ii'oiics insi-.tiiig, hc conscntcd ;it 
I.-ir_^th t.o 'j^i) on, ;uid thc night w;is j^^isscd a t t h e 
I riiiit; j c (.f S;uit;i l.-;il)ch ()n tlic Ibllowiii'j- cvcu-
iii'_^ I I. ;u'h((I S;in .li ui d.' Tcotihu;i(;iii. ()ii t h e 
iii',riui _: ot tl ' l.'jth Tcr roncs ci i tcring tl ' b(.'(l-cham-
h . r . i t ' tl ';ii'('hbishoj) fbiind hhn still ab(;(|, H e de-

•' H.' whoul 1 »end Uck o-'jrio. wl„.sc Bfnio s wcre n.c<]c<l in Mcxico 
" ' l l naii..- f • .vcoinnnin .atcl \^crc or l . i .^ l to h.: ,,o-tc.l in thí 

. ,1 I : , . . ! . ; . ' :. / • ' , I ' . ' l - ^ 
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sired the prelate to dress and to enter the carriage 
which was in waiting at the door. Informed of the 
action of the oidores the archbishop pleaded that his 
health would not allow him to pursue the journey for 
the present. Terrones insisting, he rejolied curtly tha t 
a formal order would alone have weight with him.'̂ '* 
I t was indecent that a person of his quality should be 
carried off in this manner, when there was nothing in 
his conduct to w^arrant such treatment; and were he 
to go willingly he might be accused of a desire to 
proceed to Spain on an errand of his own. N o t 
wishing to take extreme measures Terrones sent to 
Mcxico for further orders. Alarm at his spiritual 
plight may have been one of the reasons wdiy Ter-
rones consented to humor the prelate, but for 'this he 
was reprimanded by the viceroy, who also rebuked 
his negligence in allowing the issue of fresh excom-
munications,** intimating tha t a prompt execution of 
orders would be more pleasing than a waste of t ime 
in sending despatches and awaiting answers. A little 
compulsion would do no harm.*^ 

The afflicted Terrones accordingly issued orders for 
departure. The luggage was sent on before, the car-
riage stood in readiness, but no archbishoj) appeared. 
A t first the attendants of the prelate gavc out t ha t 
he was at his prayers, and then tha t he had gonc for 
a walk; but, on more special inquiry, it was fouiid 
tha t he was actually in the church of the Franciscan 

*^ ' Y no en otra manera, y que esto daba y diô por respuesta.' Id., 259. 
•** While expressing sympathy for the iUness of his grace, Gelves intimated 

that the complaint might be merely a pretence. 
^' Torres, the messcnger, afterward testifieil that Gelves bade him tell 

Terroncs: 'Si el dicho se or arzohispo dificultase el proseguir en la jornada y 
para esto se acostase, cjue ordenase á Don Diego de Armenteros y á las guardas, 
que con la misma cama se metiese en el coche habiéndole apercibido primero 
qtie se vistiese y aprestase.' Father Domingo Navarro Fortunio, who accom-
panied the archbishop on the journey, testified that on receiving this o î .h r 
Terrones said, his eyes filling witli tears: 'Qué compadrazgos tengo yo cou el 
senor arzobispo, ui <juc he hecho yo para que se me trate tan infamemente.' 
Id., 405, 2GI. AJI order also camc that four members of the cathedral chapter, 
who had come to San Juan Teotihuacan by vote of the chapter for the purpose-
of accompanying the archbishop to Vera Cruz, should travel one day's joumey 
at least in atlvance. 
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convent.** Tcrroncs followed liini, ;iccoiiij)anied by 
thc ;dguacil mayor, Torres, and four of tlic reluctant 
guard. ()n cntering thc church they found the prel-
atc, in rochct, C'A\H\ and stole, standing by the high 
alt;ir, while thc ciborium was op(Mi with thc Iiost in 
ren 'iistr;incc within. Terrones, weeping, upbraided 
biiu fbr tlius forcii j - (.'xtrciiu! iuc;isurcs, .saviuí; tliat 
hc liad lost his houor, and his life w;is fbrfeit to the 
^ictioy's wratli. To tliis outburst the j^rchitc r. j)Iied 
c;dmly that he could not contiiiue the journey, for he 
w;is cii''a"cd in visitinof offlcially the altar of the 
parish. S;iying this, he took from thc ciborium a 
wafer which hc placed on a j)atcn, and holding this 
iii Iiis hands lie scatcd hiuisclf close to thc altar. 
But soon the wily priest was carried ;iw;iy b}' the 
cxcitcincut attci lant on a situation so drauiatic, or 
p.is-!bly hc dctcrmined j)urj)osely to heighten its 
cíf. . t Whcu the alcalde again dcsired him to leave 
thc-. thiiigs and to continue the journcy, he burst 
into tcars, cxclaiming that he had not wished to re-
si.i'î 10 ihis ( xtrcmity in ^Nfcxico, for thc land w;is 
iicwly christi;mize(l, aiid he feared lest the faith of 
thc Indiaiis nii'jht bc shakcn bv the occurrcucc of 

*—' v ' 

c \ . u t s t,. ll 'iu iiicxj)]ic;il)lc, '• l l c r c , howcvcr," hc 
add.d, " all arc Spaniards; jus t as I am t;ikc me 
;iw;iy."* Thus s;iying, hc j.h cd tlie j);itcn uj)on tlie 
a l l ; i i ' . 

Tcrroi 's thcii ..idcr.d thc iiot;iry to instruct the 
<';i|.1;iin .,t" tl .' gi iid to do as tlic \ iccrov li;id ordcrcd. 
As, in obcdi. iicc to tl ' thricc rcj.cat.d ordcr, Arnicii-
tci, ,- and oi ^of tl ' guar<ls l)C'j;ui to ^iscci l th(; stcjis 

*? Anii.nt<;ro8 says th:,i thc archbih!i..i) \M nt to the < liiinh in an artful 
inaiiii. !•, w i;ii .it . \ . II a h ,!, aud a.s if lor a 8li,,i t stroll. /(/. -IJIi. 

«' • Y ju . • • ' " --^•' •TUiii, !i:i!,!aii,lo hid .lichas p^dahras', dijo lc llcvasen 
coino • st;.l.a. J'l., 'Jtja. I li.. acc,.i:iil of th, arilihi-lioj.'.s t;,kiii;; r<fu"c in the 
tl.iíich r.-st.s in thc main ou tlic s\\,.in tc-tiinony of l'i, '̂ ) 'l'orres the 
11 •..-y, who in his ofBcial <ai«city has full oj.rortunitv of kii„\\iii ' whereof 
hc Bp-r.. . anil w l r - . word8 htar with thcin intiuisic c\i,i. n - of tl ir t ru th 
Hc - 'at. 1 th ,t t:,. aichhish,,) acc..-< .1 (;. Ivcs of liaving f. ..'•,. ,1 the oi,lorcs to 
, ,..s t:.. order I.,r hi8 .'Xi .-, a.Mii,^' : ,.Î the viccroy was thc ^'icatest tvrant 
i:. ;:.. w,.rl,l, an.l lu .: 1 ...ITCS iiught tell him ho. Jj.jc. IHst. .M, r s.'.iie u 
t. :.,. ili. "̂  > • 
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of the altar, the archbishop arose, and lifting the 
paten on high before them he said: "Le t us see if 
there be a Christian man so dead to shame as to lay 
hands on Jesus Christ." The intangible power of the 
church was still paramount. Serna successfully played 
the part of Becket, but to Armenteros and his men 
the spirit of the Norman knights was lacking; burst-
ing into tears they retired.*^ On his part Terrones 
exclaimed: "My lord, you have wrought my un-
doing!" To this Serna replied: "Sir doctor, I but 
work in the cause of your worship and that of these 
poor fellows." The alcalde took liis wonted w ây out 
of diíficulties, and bade Torres ride with speed to 
Mexico in order to give an account to the viceroy of 
thc turn matters had taken. The latter merely re-
plied that Terrones should be recalled and give place 
to a man who would carry out orders rather than 
write despatches. AII that night the prelate remained 
at the post he had chosen near the high altar, taking 
such rest as he could on its steps, regardless of the 
cold, AII night the sacrament remained exposed on 
that altar while the guard kept watch by turns. 49 

*" I have already had occasion to speak of the faint-heartedness of Armen-
teros in this matter. He lamentcd that he was an tinfortunate man. ' Que 
no tenia mas que una ^nda, y esa la habia de perder por Dios y su rey. ' Id., 
ii. 423. 

** In the moming the archbishop, wishing to celebrate mass, desired all 
who had come under the ban of thc church to withdraw, This request how-
ever was denied, for Terrones held that neither he nor any of his party were 
excommunicated, since, as the prelate well knew, they were acting under 
compulsion, aud the mass was left unsaid. The request for continuing the 
journey again met with a refusal. The archbishop said he knew the audi-
encia had issued an order for his re tum to Mexico, but if Terrones could 
produce one of later date from the same body, whereby he was required to 
pursue his way to exile, he would cheerfully obey it. 
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ANU Or.I.VKS —SKiNIFICANCE OF THE OoTBREAK. 

AMONG the oldest and most sacred spots of Anáhuac 
was Tcotihuacan. Dur ing the early Nahua period 
its h)t"ty j)yramids were famed throughout the land, 
;uid uudcr the Toltcc emjiirc it remained the religious 
cciitrc to which pilgrims with rich offerings ílockcd 
froin afar to worshij) in tlie tcmplcs of the sun and 
moon. 1I( ic kiiigs aiid jiricsts wcic clcctcd, ordained, 
and buri. (1, and hcrc 'MVC fulmii itcd or;iclcs which 
ovcrturi .1 dynastic's ;iiid c^iuscd i itions to trcmble. 
I t w;is iii tl .; villagc iic;ir tliis sjiot, iiow a li iss of 
awc-inspirii j ' ruins, tl it Archhishop Scrn;i liad taken 
;i d.'tifint st;ind within thc convcnt cliurch, aiid like 
his ;u 'i( iit l(.i.ruiiii. rs hc sciit tbrtli a (Iccn.'e which 
sl juld rou^.' a j)coj)lc ;u l ovcrturn a rulcr. This 
was iiothiiig h.ss th;.ii ;i new cxconiiuunication of the 
vi.'. i .y , tojct l r with ;iu int(;r(lict upon tlie whole 
caj)it;ih Thc d.ci. .• was iutrusted to the pricst Mar-
tii .̂ z dc Ihc;d<h', who s. f out on horscback the cven-
in'_r it was i>suc<l, th(- Mth of January 102-1, and 
rcacl d thc city ;it d;i\vn tlie Odlowing dav. .Vt' half 

I M ) 
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past íîve the name of the viceroy again appeared in 
the list of religious outcasts, and an hour later the 
interdict was read from the cathedral pulpit to such 
of the faithful as were present at matins. The chant 
of the choir ceased immediately, the candles upon the 
altar were extinguished, the massive doors closed 
upon the devout, who, w^eeping, spread throughout 
the cit}" the sad tidings, crying tha t the land was now 
as one possessed by Moors, since God had gone from 
among them. Soon, too, the wnlling feet of priests 
were hastening to bear the decree to the other 
churches and convents of the town. All were closed 
save the convent of La Merced, which remained open 
during the morning, while from every belfry tolled 
forth the dread tidings to the awakening city. 

The events of the past four days had been at work 
in the minds of the ignorant. The archbishop's 
mania for excommunicating, and the opposition of 
the viceroy to one whom they had been taught to 
regard as more than human, if somewhat lcss than 
divine, had formed the sole topic of conversation, and 
all day long and till late into the night excited knots 
of men hung about the plaza and the street corners 
predicting some dreadful catastroj^he. They w^ere 
faithful children, these poor Mexicans, of a church 
the tenets of which to them consisted simply in their 
outward manifestation, while they gratefully remem-
bered tha t its ministers had ever stood, or endeavored 
to staiid, between them and the tyranny and greed 
of their lay masters. Of this the partisans of the 
prelate failed not to remind them. If an occasional 
skeptic hinted at episcopal missteps, the faithful ex-
pressed themselves as only too willing to give their 
all for his ransom. They could not bear to see the 
representativé of heaven driven forth like a criminal. 
To many it seemed an overwhelming calamity, and 
impressed by the popular disquietude others readily 
drifted into the current of excitement which at any 
moment might develop into a storm. 
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At cijlit o'clock on tlic morning of the l ã t h the 
gi'. at s(juarc was tull of c.xcitcd j)coj)lc. Cristôbal de 
()-oiio, rcgardcd ;is one of tlie chicl" ojijiressors of the 
ar<hbishop. j);iss\'d througli it in his carriage and was 
r.'cogiii/.cd by soiuc boys. Crics ot' "heret ic ," "cx-
coiuiiiunic;itcd dog," ai l tlic likc came lustily from 
tl ir thro;its uiitil Osorio, losing his temi^er, ordcrcd 
his sci'v;ints íi.) chastisc tlicm. Thc boys dctci lcd 
thcmsclvcs witli stoncs, and ;it leiigth forced the 
((); 'hman to drivc toward thc j^ahicí^ tbr protection.^ 
Thc viccrov, who w;is still iii his bed, rcccivcd a 
j)robablvi'x;iggcratcd account ot"the;itt;i('kaiid ordcrcd 
out thc guard to the rcscuc. Tliough roughly handlcd 
;it lii'st, thc boys wcrc soon rccuíbrccd b}^ others and 
;it lci ' th ioii 'd bv iiiaiiv of thc idle men who flocked 
to tlie spot. Armcd with sharj) fragmeuts of stone 
<Mll i'cd froiii thc si)ot where thc cathcdral was 
;»djuildin<^ tl v sooii t"orccd the ofuard to rctirc within 
thc ji;ihicc g;itcs, again.st which the inob, which had 
now ;issuiii( (l foriiiidable projDortions, threw itsclf. 
(îclvcs with chan 'tcrhstic valor would havc sallied 
forth s\v(.rd iii h;in(I, but from such a rash j)rocecding 
I ' w;is dissiiadc<l by Admiral Ccv;dlos and others 
who l ij)j)cii.(l to bc with him. H e conteiitcd hiiusclf 
tl torc with ordcring the gcncr;d call t o a r m s to be 
soiiiidcd ír..iii thc jiah'icc root", ai l disj)la\'iiig from a 
window thc jici huit iiscd dui'iiig tlic iicgro troublc in 
\ú\'2. 'ri ' c;dl ot" the 1 nuiipcL s(.r\ cd fii'st to suuimon 
;ii<l to thc r;ibblc, ;u l, ;unidst tlic ciicoiira<'iii"' crics of 
lii> t.llows, .)i ' ot tlic crowd inouiitcd a h ldcr and 
t.-i' down thc IhiLC, wliich soon wavcd in triunuih frora 
oiic ot' thc c;ith.dr;il L.w. is. I^it tlic riotcrs lost little 
tin ' in idlc dcni()nstr;itioiis. .Soino busic'd themsclvc.s 
in aii altciuj»t to tii'( thc j);il;icc gatc, otlicrs soi dit to 

' Th.' a ' rhor ' f t!,. li'larion S, inar'ut Bays that thc l„.vs wcrc urged on by 
« pric^t. .1/. , Il'L S,m.,s, ThÍ8\o.~ th. th..,ry of thccauBos of t h e t u m u l t 
which (iclvf* ai,.i hÍB fri.n.ls . \:,\< a\or.<l to havi- a<i..j,i<,}, and althouph later 
tl. r^-ymcn wituea«t'« unaniuiouB y c n ' t lii. t- ,1 tlii^, //.,,. //,.s7. M, x., gério ii. 
t.>m. li J7•'>:•»•., therc • an U' uo .,.•:! • that the b. .:ular clciv'y was tô a great 
ex:. iit reapousible :•! th.. act~ • ! •nc in.ih <.n tlii.i day. 
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free the prisoners in the jail, all shouting the while: 
"Viva la fé de Jesucristo; viva la Iglesia; viva el rey 
nuestro senor, y inuera el mal gobierno de este luterano 
heregfe descomulgado!" The bravado of the untrained 
populace grows more demonstrative the less it is op-
posed, and presently the rioters began to cry that, 
unless their pastor^ were restored to his flock and the 
imprisoned oidores liberated, they would j3ut an end 
not only to all in the palace but to the tribunals and 
the gentry as well. 

The situation was becoming serious, for the supply 
of arms was small even for the few defendcrs of the 
palace, and the fire at the gatos grew hot. I t liap-
pened that the oidor Cisneros, who had not taken j^art 
in the proceedings w hich led to the arrest of the aich-
bishop, was among the first to obey the geueral sum-
mons of the viceroy. H e now, kneeling, besought 
Gelves to recall the prelate, and in this he was scc-
onded by other prominent persons. To this Gelves 
at length gave consent, albeit against his will, for he 
was still inclined to ofifer a stout resistance to rebels. 
The decree which he signed was intrusted for tnuis-
mission to the senior inquisitor, who as he left the 
palace showed it to the crow^d. Bu t the mob had no 
faith in the viceroy, and notwitlistanding the general 
freedom promised them they clamored still íbr the 
release of the oidores and the issue of the decree by 
them. Gelves had to yield, and now the mob was 
persuaded by the popular marqués del Valle to put 
out the fire at the gates, while some Franciscans per-
suaded a large number to depart from the spot.^ One 
faction in moving away amid exultant demonstrations, 
sought to obtain the pendon de la fé from the inquis-
itors; and balked in this they took Varaez from his 
confinement and carried him round in triumph. 

This lull by no means suited certain parties; and a 
rumor that the archbishop was to be executed assisted 

* 'Que lo habian desterrado por defensor de su Iglesia.' Id,, 313. 
' Gaviria claims credit for having aided in this dispersion. 
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to draw tlic nibblc ag;iin to t h c jilaza. A n u m b e r now 
r;iist'(l t hc i'vv t.» brc;ik oj)cii thc jirisons iu oi ' cnd of 
t h c j);d;ic.'. j);irtl\ wi th a vicw t.> ji lunder tlic bui lding. 
T h c lowcr j;ul w;is c;isily ciitci'cd. but not so t l ie ujijícr 
;iii(l luain j .ort iou, wlicrcujx'U to ichcs wcrc ;ijij)lic(l.* 
lo'(.nf()rccd witli ar ins and jiinuiunition tlic \ iceroy 
(.|.< 11. .1 tirc on tlic as^aih'uits, kill iug qu i tc a i iumbcr. 
Tliis n;itiii';dly cx;\sj)cr;itc(l tlic crowd, wliicli, ;iriued 
with ar(|Ucbu'>('s, brokc iiito tlic ;irchicj)iscoj),d j);d;icc, 
;i-ccii(K'(l to thc roi.r, ;ii l l)cj,;iii to rcturi i tlic firc t'roin 
ihc \i( 'ci(;j;d j);ihi.'e. (b ' lvcs now found hinisclf in 
<T. . i t . r strait t l ian c^cr, for t h c mob was iiicrc;isinor 
I),)th in nuinbcr and rury, and thc tirc cx tcuded i';ij)i(llv. 
b ' inding it ucccssary to i'clc;isc tlic jirisoi 'i's lcst thoy 
bc buri 'd ;di\'(', lic oju'Ucd tlic (•cll-doors on c.^ndition 
tl it t hc inn 'il cs sliould ;issist in (jucuching t h c Ihuucs," 
but niost (.f tliciu I istci d to join tlic mob. 

Mc;iiiwhilc t hc oidorcs had done uo th ing bcvond 
i-suing taiuc aj)j ';ds Ibr ordcr ;iii(l urgiiig upon t h e 
viccroy iiot to jicrsist iii o])j)osing thc j)C()j)lc b u t 
ratl icr t.> rctirc, ' ' ;L iiot Xivy oasy task, liad hc so 
<h-ii'.'<l. In i'cs[ioiisc to tlicir ai)|)(';ds t h e ])coj)Io 
-hoii ted t h a t thcy should ;issuu ' control and rciuain 
iii tlie city I 'dh"' ()nly too c;igcr to coinjilv wi th so 
ri l tcr i i ig a dcu 'u l, ihc oidorcs t u rned for a( l \ icc to 
otli.'i.'ds and iiot;d)l.'s jircscnt, not oiuittii g t h c clcr<j,v, 
who-. ' fc;irs juomjitcd but thc ouc couiis,l of comjiÍi-
;incc; and so, ;iltci' nii li j .rctci lcd hcs i ta t ion, t l icy 
yi.ddcd, in l o k . n ol" which tlic citv s tandard \\;is un-
1 irlcd ;U .') i'. M. At t l ics;uiic t iinc ( hiviria jirochiimed 
hiiii-clf .';ij,t:iin-(jcii.i'al, ;u l s.'t l",.rtli t o sun i i i ion citi-
/.. ns l o jo in hiin in su|)j)r( ssin^ r̂ i h c r i o t . H c took t h e 

• Th. yi.:. roy'H -.i,.,,.)rf r^ Mat. that , .\v,l. r ah.iic wa.s i i sc l , wliilc oppo-
I. .I1 '- . i . . l a r . ' tliat iii.)r.' t !i:.n Kx. IH.T.S.)II. wcrc k i l l c l , an<l <.'aN o a. , ,- . , t8 t h e 
1 . ' • . r v< r>ion. Jrft .^iijloi, t *J71. 

Th , act hc .h-5crilH-s ;i« pp,iM,.t.. | , , u r . ly hv , • .iiiiinMratiou .M'x Ji(J 
Scn., 10. " ., „ 

' 1 Burrcn.h r I :iii-..li a j.ri»,.ncr' f.. th. III. /./ 
• • .\ • lon l..f. ..idor. . hahian .h- a . a U r y Piat.-,r, v <|.ic li;il,ian ,1, T,.r<-ccr 

Bi d. j:.l...ii dc t . . i i .r al ^ .dj icmo. ' < trta de la (',,idn,(, m J> „ ll,i 1/, ,• 
Bi'ri. 11. t ' .m. iii. 111. • •> 
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direction of Tlatelulco, with a view to meet the large 
force of Indians who were said to be gathering there 
intending to march to the main square. 

AII this time the rabble at the palace were having 
their own way, with little or no at tempt at interfer-
ence on the part of the oidores remaining at the city 
halh Gelves even charges them with promoting the 
trouble,^ and intimatcs tha t Gaviria kept away on 
purpose, so that he might be driven to extremes for 
the benefit of Gaviria's party. P a r t of the palace 
w âs already in the hands of the sackers, and the vice-
roy and his adherents were beaten further and further 
b;ick, with loss both in dead and wounded. Finding 
that it would not be possible to hold out mucli longer, 
and warned by the insensate outcry against him, 
Gelves resolved to seek safety in flight. H e donned 
the garments of a servant,^ 'fcook off" his well known 
spectacles, and favored by the darkness he mingled 
with the mob, shouting awhile as lustily as any of 
them against himself Wi th two servants he there-
upon hurried to San Francisco convent, and hid in a 
room behind the refectory. 

His departure gave the signal for a general aban-
donment of the palace, which the rioters now over-
ran, plundering and de.stroying, and respecting not 
even the sacred vessels and images in the chapel. 
They also sacked the houses of Armenteros and the 
viceregal asesor, and would have extended their raid 
against other adherents of the opposite party, per-
haps against any one whom it might pay to plunder; 
but Gaviria novv returned at the head of an over-
whelming force of citizens. Whatever may have 
been his motives they could no longer be promoted 
by countenancing the riot, which now threatened to 
endanger the common interest. I t was not long, 
therefore, ere he had cleared the paiace and its neigh-

' Some of their people were actually led against the 'viceroy under Regidor 
Valmaseda. Mex., Rel. Svm., 10. 

• With a white band on the hat. Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 274. 
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borhood of all dangenuis persoiis: tl > fire w;is cxtin-
guishcd, thc wounded receivcd due care, and patrols 
par;i<l(d the strccts all niglit, keeping guard and 
u iintaining bonfircs at thc corncrs. 

h\'W, howcv(>r, of tliosc concerned in tha t day's tur-
moil tliought of rcturning home, for another excite-
ii 'iit of ;i niorc j)( iiccful nature was in store. Dur ing 
thc day tlic marqucs dcl Vallc, and tlic bearers of the 
audicnci;i ordcr, had come up with the archiepiscojial 
party. aiid urged upon the prelatc to return at oiice 
and aid in calming thc people. H e st't out at 3 P. M., 
cscoitcd by a crowd, which greatly swcUed as ho 
advauccd. . \ t Guadalupe he was met by a jiroccs-
sion of Indians with blazing torchcs, tlic advauce 
guard of n iny otlicrs, ;iiid tlie ciitry into the capital 
about niidnight rt^sciublcd tl it of ;i victorious nion-
arch. Thc houscs wcrc illuminatcd, the bells j^ealed 
mcrrilv. ai l chccriiij; crowds lined the street,^" im-
pics-cd niorc tlian ever by the grandeur and power 
i)\' th("» (hurch. In the morning the prelatc removed 
thc iiit( rdict, ;ind then, borne aloft to the altar ovcr 
tlic lieads of thc crowds, he held massand chantcd the 
1. deuin, thc rcst of the dav, a Tuesdav, beins' hcld 
as ;i f( ;ist The dead rioters he buried t"ree of cost, 
sl iwiiiLr thciii j^articular Iionor, but the fallen defend-
crs ot tl ,- j);il,ii'.'I ; disrcg^trdcd.-^^ 

'rii. s;iiii(.' (hiy tlic ;iu(liciicia took steps to plaiit 
th. iii-.;lv.s tiruily in j^ow.r, fu l runior beiuf brou^dit 
by tl 'ir /.( aloiis liciiciiiucii tl it the jicople wcrc ag;un 
shr.wii ./ unc:i^iiiess at tlic jiossiblc restoration of 
( ic l \ . s. thcy s.'i/.cd this iis ;i j)rctcxt for issuiuf a 
j)rocl;unation to thc ctfcct tl it tl y would rctain the 
(^'ovcriiii Mit. In this documcnt wcre cited the vicws 
;in(l wi-hcs of judgc-, clcrgvincn, and citizens of dif-

«•'11.. y W...1I.I n. t d' j a r t t ' i in th.- i.il:c . tiU hc .ainc forth on the balcony 
togivo hiB 1,1.-in:,'.^ (•i.,\wÍB .. ; 1 1..,[ crow.is. ' TraLin maa de quinientaa 
hachas cn. cn,li.la.i.' /^ .. I/l^t. Mrx., séric ii. t'jm. ii. '2H\-5 291 296* /d 
111. \:>i)-\,. t. ) . . • . 

' / ' / , , 'U <;a: • dn V. ! ..-co waa ;.t lir^st ,1. , lai.;d a I r. tic, but a hand-
-..me í c induccd tl,. • L v:\ \, \.\iry l.iin M x , li,f. Svm., II . Thc onlo .a 
rt;..tived ih< f rmal tl.a.'.k- ..f thc j reUtc for their action. 

file:///./iry
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ferent degrees. AII the provinces were notified and 
ordered to obey the new rulers. The demand for 
maintaining order appeared to call for a standing 
force, and since this would strengthen their position, 
they hastened to mass arms and enroll iiien, and 
formed several companies, including a corps of cav-
alry from among the encomenderos under Captain 
Legaspi. Contador Juan de Cervantes Casaus \v;is 
created maestre de campo. Three companies of oiic 
hundred men each were regularly assigned for guard 
dut}', their pay being taken from the drainage fund.-̂ ^ 

A number of these were detailed to protect the 
government house and enforce the behcsts of thc au-
dicncia, and ahother body attended Gaviri;i as cscort. 
H e and his associates moved about with grcat pomj:); 

•banncrs wcrc lowcrcd as they passed, and bcsidcs 
carrying stafís and othcr insignia they acloptcd tlie 
broad frillcd collar Iiitherto rcstricted to tlie hij,her 
nobles. The royal seal was brought froni tlie j)a];icc 
to thcir hall, and the papers of the viccroy wcrc 
scized, inany of them being frecly vcntihitcd, notably 
his secrct report on the ch;ii'actcr of thc ofiBcials, I t 
contained reflections far from fl;ittcrin2f, and ^crvcd 
to incrcase the aíiimosit\' asjainst hini, and to cucour-
a!j'c hostility. Indeed ;i nuniber of his most exccllent 
lueasurcs were aimulled, whercvcr the oidorcs thouii'ht 
it for their interest to do so. The rcstriction ou 
bcai'ing arius was rcuioved, jicrsoiis exilcd for Ciiiucs 
wcrc rccallcd, jirisoners iclc;;sc'.l, and apostatcs rc-
stored to their orders. Fu i thc r than this, many 
worthy ofíicials had to yield their posts to adhcrents 
of the ncw J^arty, ;ind ;imong thcm Pedro A^elcz dc 
Gucvara, govcruor (̂ f San Juan de Ulúa, who was 
rcj)laced by Fraiicisco Bravo de la Serna, a ncphcw 
of the archbishop.^^ Pedro de la Gorreta, govcrnor 

''-'This levy amounted to 04,000 pesos a year. Artillcry wns placed on 
the roof of the government housc aud double pass-words wcre at first rc(|uircd. 
Id., 13. Fonscca states that merely ,'!!),̂ .33 pesos wcre takcn from the fund. 
fíist. IIuc., V. 359. 

" T o this end hc was first made corrcgidorof New Vcra Cruz, .'̂ nd as ,̂ 00;̂ . 
HI8T. JlEX., VOL. I I I . 5 
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of Ac;ipulco, (lcclincd to surrender his post to tlie 
ichitivc ot' (!;ivii i;i, who had been apjiointoí.l to reccive 
it. Thc i)ubli(' fcclinj: ; rainst tlic viccrov was main-
t;iiiicd bv libcllous uoticcs aiid ablisivc soiigs; aiid 
althoi j'h j)riiitcrs wcrc not as ;i rule jicrmittcd to 
issu(> thciii. no i(\striction w;is ĵ h cd on piiblic de-
livcry.^* 

Thcsc j)rocccdings I'CCCÍ\-CMI cncouragciucnt froiu the 
ctfort of thc viccrov to kccj') sccict liis Iiiding-j)lace, 
c\>'n tVoiu thc oidorcs. Thcy fcrrctcd it, h()wcv(^r, 
;iiid j)lac.d a guard rouiid thc convcnt, ostcnsibly for 
liis j.rotcctioii, but rc;dly to kcep hiiu jirisoncr. Thcy 
íilso t,)ok j)i'c(\iutions to i'cstrict visits by allowing 
iioiic to \ntci ' s;ivc with their jDcriuission.'' ^rauy of 
thosc who c;iiii<' ;is vi~~itoi's or scrv;iuts \V(;r(.' subjected 
to thc indl'j'nitv ot"scarcli, and thc viccroy's scc rc ta r / 
w;is cciitincd cK.whcrc so ;is to be lu iblc to commu-
iii(';it.' witli him. 

Xot withstanding tlic sccrccy conccriiing Iiis abodc 
th(^ viccroy liad iiot fiiilcd from tlie tirst to lct it bc 
kiiown tl it lic w;is still among tlic liviug. On the 
v( r\ cv( niiij' of his flight hc Iiad summoncd Ii jui-
si . r Ju;in ( b i r rrcz hdorcs^*' and Fi';iy Juan dc For-
mciidi, guardi;in of thc couviiit. ;iiid commissioiicd 
tl 111 to t icat with thc ;iudicii('i;i for his rcstoration to. 
j.owcr, ;ind for ;i liiccting b. twcon tlicm. Thcv must 
•A\><> •-.•cuic hi-, j)aiH is. WIiilc considcring thciusclvcs 
firinly cnoiiudi c^iablislicd to tbllow tl ir bcut, the 
oi .hu ' . ' s i \ . i t h c h s s t h o u g h t i t Ucccss;irv t o c;lll a 

-.iM th.' I','. t f .1 Si)aiii had ..-ail.̂ l h.. aasuiuc.l coiuiuaud. Oucvara a t first 
riiii.^.-,l t., _\ 1. hl, but 11 rt.oii j.romiísi-s ,.ri \ :iilc,l iipon luiii. Thi' ;ilial,lc mayor 
l i . i . i:!:iiiit:iinc.l hiiiis. 1 in liis otli,-. , 1,,,\\. vcr, l.y <<)iiini;iud of (hlvcs. Grurn-
Ltln. I uinuJto*. .Ms., 17. 

" l.vi I, Ix.ys liang coiijlct- ou tln .str, ct.s, onc of whi. h ran: 
' Ahurs v)\ .11, ,. 1 II iiui-ttr,i l,.y, 
(Jut' iiii h.iv vlri.y.' 

Tlic archli-i. ,. allowed au abuBÍvi attack i.n tln: vii (luy to be printed by 
one ("ri-toUil K : • 

" • V . , , . ii.:,;;i-. II al vin \ , Bi m-taM ih liccho ci. su ealida.' Ij,,c H st 
M' ., b'^i' i: t'..m. iit '..7.^ 'I i,, vic r..y'..í ,l. f. n.lci-H pjint ..ut that the placinff 
,. a !'W guard- ;it \ , racz a.s\luiii h;,.l rai-.,,! a f. rrihlc outcry, but none ob-

t i . . i i j . , . .1 t<j t h c pref^iit •• i..!,it 

••A',.-. vi.« ...i..: .1 l'. u. <i •aiiihHn, 7'.'//<i//'ox, Ms. , i;j. 
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meeting of leading men to give them support. They 
failed not to magnify the danger of restoring to power 
so unpojDuIar a viceroy. A civil war might thereby 
be ignitcd which would not only imperil thc livcs and 
cstatcs of evcry Spaniard in New Spain, but the in-
tci'csts and authoritv of the crowii itsolf. Al though 
thc iiiarqu(.'s clel Vallc among othcrs made some blunt 
obicctions to thcsc inanifest cfíbrts of thc oidores to 
rctain control, yet thcir influence and argumcuts jirc-
vailcd in obtaiuing a vcr^* rcspcct;iblc ci lorscment. 
Thc more prudent rcfraincd from committing them-
sclvcs. Thus strengthencd iii tlicir jiositiou, (^uiviria 
aiid his colleagucs rcj)licd to Gelvcs tliat hc had bcen 
dcjtoscd, not by them but by the j^cojdc, and had vir-
t r dlv admitted the rcnioval b\ ' abandoiiinL;' Iiis j)ost. 

*Undcr thc circumstanccs the law aiid tlic jiojiular 
will dciuanded tha t they should administcr thc gov-
erniucnt till tlic kiiioi' decided in the mattcr. H e 
iiiii>dit confer with any oidor, but it would not bc ad-

O i ' 

vis;d)lc for thcm to meet him as a body. His j^rivatc 
j^apcrs would bc surrendered, but iiot ofiScial docu-
ments nor his cstate. 

On rccciving this answcr the vicero}^ partly with 
a vicw of sounding his opponcnts, j)r()j)osed to lcavc 

, for Spain since it was not j:)roper that he should rc-
maiii atter being deprivcd of his position. I t was 
also ncccssary tha t he should be allowed to consult 
with his sccretary, his confessor, and other j nsons, in 
order to prepare the report which the kiug exjDCcted 
from hiiu. Moreover he needed funds f<M- the suj)j3ort 
of himself ancl followers. To this came the reply tha t 
the viccroy could not be permitted to leavc bcfore liis 
rcsidencia was taken. Bu t residencia in this case 
could not be taken except by special order from the 
kino- it was ursjcd. since the ofíice had not been left 

O' ' O 

in due form, and bonds w^ould be given if rc<juired. 
This caused thc audiencia to vield and oflPer a ^ cssch 
at his ow n̂ expense however. Shortly after tl v 
changed their mind and paid no attention to proposals 
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for his departure.^' I t was thereupon agreed tha t a 
few assistants w^ould be given to prepare despatches, 
and certain means for expenses, but no oflficials could 
bc allowed to act for him as messengers to Spain.^^ 
The notaries, however, and other oíficials necessary 
for giving formality to the viceregal documents were 
cithcr withheld or delayed, so tha t negotiations broke 
oíf for some d;iA's, and more than one opportunity was 
thus purposely lo.st to Gelves for sending reports to 
the court. 

Ou Fcbruary 7th the viceroy sent a formal protest 
to the audiencia. H e had learned of their many 
proclamations and acts tending to rouse the people, 
and briug iuto contempt the royal authori ty vested 
in liiiu. They had usurped the government, risked 
its subvcrsion, and prevcutcd liim from fulfilling the 
obligations of his office. There could be only one 
head of govcrnment, and he, as tha t royally appointed 
head, now^ rcquired the oidores to obey hini as vice-
rcgent, governor, cajotain-general, and president, re-
store him to officc, and jorotect his j)crsou with the 
force enrolled, under penalty of being declared rebels, 
together with their supporters, a penalty involving 
death and couíiscation. 

Iii tlie cxjicctation of such notices it is not to 
be wondered at tha t visitors to the convcnt were 
sc;!rched. The audicncia did not fail to exj)rcss disap-
proval of t h e e x t r e m e hanguage used, ;ind rcgrct t ha t 
thc iu(|UÍsitor should havc undertaken to carry it. 
This olKcial v.-;is henceforth forbidden cutraiice into 
tho couvcnt. Aftcr two days of delibcration the 
oidoi'(.s rcjilicd in ecjiudly íbrmal m;uiner, in the kino-'s 
naiue, addressing Gclvcs as marquis and cx-viceroy. 
Thcy rcc;ij)itul;itcd the diftcrent acts of despotism 

1' 'Tcniendo ai,s],nc,st;i mi jornada y embarcacion, la impidierou contra mi 
voluntad.' (Jclvcs'n prcscntntion of Scptember 1, lO'Ji, in JJoc Ilisf Mev 
siírieii. toiii. iiL 1Í17. ,Scc aU) Jd., ÍI.VO. He nii.uht cluui-i^ his piace of 
abode withiii Xi \v Sjiain. Jlcx., Jirl. Snn., 14. 

' s i t was rc>ol'-c,l hy thc oidores to treat all matters with the viceroy in 
council auil iu writing. '̂  
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which gave rise to the popular commotion tha t 
caused him to abandon the palace, such as disobey-
ing royal orders; withdrawing right of appeal; pre-
vcnting the audiencia from administering justice and 
fulfilling the duties of their office; supprcssing lettcrs 
and interfering with the free use of mails to thc court 
and elsewhere; proclaiming that iio will but his own 
should prevail, even in sjDÍritual matters, to which 
end he had exiled the archbishoj) and imprisoned the 
oidores. These and other outrages had so irritatcd 
the jDcople as to comj^cl the audiencia, Ijy conimon 
acclamation, and by ccdulas j)roviding for such cascs, 
to assuine government and savc the country from 
ruin. Tribunals, st ^ular and ecclesiastic bodics, and 
citizcns gcncrally liad further required them to rctain 
this power for thc safety of all. The eíforts of the 
marquis to rcsuinc his latc oíficc were, under the cir-
cumstances, dangerous to peace, and he was ordered 
to desist, under penalty of being held responsible for 
any trouble and disastcr that might aiise in couse-
quence. H e w^as, moreover, commanded to obey the 
audiencia.^'' 

Wi thout the power to enforce his demands Gelvcs 
could merely continue to issue protests wliile declaring 
tha t he would do nothino' that mio'ht causc disturbancc. 
Ye t he objected to certain mcasures of the audiencia 
as tending to irritate the people against him, and scut 
proclamations to municipalities and oitizcns command-
ing them and other similar bodies in Xew Spain to 
maintain order and opj30se the scandalous and dis-
loyal acts^'' to wdiich the despotic and inimical conduct 

^' This document was signed by Licenciado Paz de Vallecillo, senior oidor 
and acting president, Doctor Gaklos de Valencia, Licénciado Pedro de Ver- « 
gara Gaviria, Licenciado Alouso Vasquez de <"i.-iieros, Doctor Diego de Avcu-
dafio, the only don among the six, and Licenciado Jttan de Ibarra. Counter- î 
sigiicJ by the escribano mayor Goilinez. The text of this and the preceding J 
protest are given in full iu Mex., Rtl. Snn., I4-1S. The inquisitor consid- j 
ered the tone too strong, and declined to act as bearer. • I 

^" This evoked from the local authorities at Mexico merelj' a declaration of 
loyalty and of respect for the 'marquis. ' Doc Jlist. Jlex., série ii. tom. iii. 194— k 
205. Corregidoi Ávik:. as a Srst cousin to Gelvcs, waá debaiTed from taking S 
part in the cousideration of these and later messages from his kinsman. 
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of the audiencia inight give rise. This body issued a 
counter proclamation declaring Gelves to be actuated 
by malicious motives, and tha t his order was intended 
chiefly to draw attention from a defeated plot on the 
part of his nephew^ Francisco Pimentel , to gather 
forces in support of the uncle while pretending to 
raise them for Acapulco. Pimentel had been arrested, 
and all local authoritics were charged to aid the au-
clieucia in suppressing similar attempts.^^ 

Meanwdiile clerg}^ oidores, and local authorities 
of Mexico had combined to gather evidence against 
the viceroy, aud in support of their acts, and this 
evidence together with exculpatory letters were for-
warded by the fleet under Oquendo which set sail 
for Spain shortly after the riot. The audiencia 
appointed for this mission Doctor Hernan Carrillo 
Altamirano, legal adviscr of tha t body, who hacl be-
come the sw^orn eneni}'- of Gelvcs because of his inter-
ference with certain of the doctor's irregular sources 
of income.^^ The municipality of Mexico commis-
sioned at the same time Cristobal de Molina y Pisa, 
one of the regidores whom Gelves had placed under 
arrest, and provided him with letters from dififerent 
sources, and for the most influential oflficials in Spain.^^ 
In the rej3resentation to the king they depicted 
Gelvcs .as a tyrannical, unscrupulous, self-willed, and 
violcnt man, who had made himself so generally feared 
and hated by all good citizens as finally to compel 
them to rise in self-defence.^* 

^V'/., 185-93. ( elves claimed that he had received many offers to aid him 
in recovei in^' his position, but he preferred not to endanger public peace. 
Mex.. Jiil. •<rin., 13. 

-'•^He had once been arraigned for murder. Gelves had punished him and 
taken away GOO j.eso.s of unlawful income derived hy him from Indians. He 
was now captain of one of the companics raised by the new rulers, and re-
ceived 10,000 pesos from the drainage fuud for his journey. Ih. 

2^Cavo alludcs to hiin as thc alfércz real. J'rr< Siglos, i. '^76. He was 
commissiûned as jir, curailor geueral, and carried letters to a number of 
leading men, such as Conde de (jKvares, prime-minister, Conde de Monterey 
president of thc council of Italy, to who e fathcr Molino had been secretary 
the ex-viceroy Montesclaros, now of the council of ,statc, and the memberâ 
of the India council. The dift'erent texts are given iu Doc IIi.Ht. Mcx., série 
jj_ tom. iii. l.VJ-74. 

*̂ As a jud^'c he had bcen cruel and unjust; he had removed and appointed 
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The archbishop showed himself no less energetic 
in collecting and wording his evidence, in w^hich h e 
figured as a martyr to religion. The viceroy had in-
terfered also in his jurisdiction, and had persecuted 
clergymen ancl oidores for daring to expostulate. I n 
support of his representation he did not hesitate to 
include the declarations of aged nuns, w^ho professed 
to have beheld the viceroy's adherents in the form of 
demons, and to -have heard a supernatural voice de-
nounce the marquis for his disobedience to the prel-
ate. To another had been revealed tha t those who 
attacked the jDalace w^ere souls from purgatory led by 
their guardian angeh^^ 

As for the viceroy, his documents and letters of 
defence w^ere, after long delay, given an opportunity 
for transmission in the treasure fleet; but this was 
wrecked, with the loss of two millions of precious 
metals, and Gelves' majordomo, Juan de Baeza, went 
down with the documents in his charge.^^ Some 
earlier reports by him and his adherents appear, how-
ever, to have reached Spain. 

The court was not a little astonished and perplexed 
on receiving the news from Mexico. I t coulcl not well 

officials at will, selecting those who unscrupulously carried out his orders, 
without regard to their fitness; he had interfered with the duties of the 
audiencia and municipality, taking upon hiniself to decide in many of their 
affairs; he shocked the feelings of the community by his lack of respect for 
religion, therehy setting a dangerous example to evil-disposed persons. If 
the municipality had fonnerly praised the viceroy, it was due to intimida-
tion; for he had not only exiled the more iudependent regidores, but caused 
all their reports to be submitted to him, and to be fiUed witli praise of him-
self. As for the rioters, they were chiefly Indians and mestizos of feeble 
intelligence, actuated by a loyal though misdirected zeal for the king. Regi-
dores Gaviria and Valencia should he rewarded for their good serviccs ia 
restoring order. Ih., Libro Capitular, pt. xxv. 82-8. 

^"The nun had prophesied the riot. Doc fíist. Mex., série ii. tom, iii. 
25-49. Other testimony appcars on pp. 230-74. 

^^ Mex., Re . Srm., 13. Urrutia names the messengers Melchor de Côr-
doba and Gerônimo de Valenzuela, and relates that the documents were 
smuggled into their hands by the aid of a laborer at the convent where Gelves 
was living. They further took the precaution of leaving the city with dogs 
and falcons as if for a hunt. Once outside they hastened to Vera C'ruz to 
embark on the ill-fated fleet witli which they were to perish. Rel., in 3Iex. 
y sus Disturbios, MS., i. 363, 497. This smuggling probably applies to a a 
earlier report sent by Gelves. 
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be decidecl wdth whom the blame should rest, al though 
the defense of the archbishop appeared by no means 
satisfactory. One thing was certain however, tha t 
thc authority of the king had been defied in his repre-
sentative, and tha t an audiencia which had failed to 
support h im at a critical moment coulcl not be trusted 
with supreme control. I t w âs also the opinion of the 
nobles tha t exemplary punishment should be meted 
to the ringlcaders, lest leniency give encouragement 
to grc;itcr disloyalty. B u t to tliis the marqués de 
]\íontcsclaros objected, saying tha t "a child could in 
his majesty's name control the whole viceroyalty."'^'^ 
Tinie hacl eviclently left a happy impression on the 
mind of the ex-viceroy. 

Nevertheless itw^as decided to appoint a newruler ; 
ouc jiossessed of firmness to assume control of an 
apjiarently disordered country and wdth sagacity to 
guide an investigation and restore harmony by recon-
ciling discordant elements, for it was not thought 
cither prudent or needful to send troops. Such a man 
it was thought might be founcl in the governor of 
G;dicia, Bodrigo Pacheco y Osorio, marqués de Cer-
r;dvo/- who combined great physical s trength with 
tiied bravery, and while occasionally subject to pas-
sionate outbursts w âs reputed to be of jovial dispo-
sition and agrceable in manner, yet withal clevout 
and addicted to study. These qu;dities had however 
coiitributed less, it is said, to obtain the favor which 
hc ciijoyed at court than the fortunate circumstance 
tha t he once saved the quccn by carrying Iier away 
from a fire.^^ 

Owúng to the apparent urgency of the case Cerralvo 
hastcncd on liis way accompanied by his marchioness 

2' 'Uu ni o podia at;ir y sujetar á todo este reino al servicio de S. M. con 
un cordel ilc lana.' Id., 370. 

'•'̂ And relative of l';i< licco, viceroy of Catalu a. Cortina, Doc Hist. Rei-
ruulo JuUjir, iv. 100-1. Portrait and autograph in Rihera, Gob. Mex., i. 118. 

29Hc once killed a eoirc-iilor with a dagger stroke in a just cause. Once 
every week he ech l.rtited the eomiuuuiou. His confessor was a Pauline friar 
of great i.iety, u istcr of thc collegc of ViIIagarcía. Urrutia, Rel., in Me--. y 
sus Disturbios, MS., i. 3GI-5. 
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and two children,^'^ and some eighty at tendants and 
otficers, four of them knights. H e was joined by 
oidores appointed to replace certain members of the 
doubtful audiencia, and by Mart in de CarriIIo, inquisi-
tor of Valladolid, the latter bearing .special instruc-
tions to investigate the outbreak and see to the 
punishment of the guilty. The party sailed in the 
fleet of General Chavcz and reached Vera Cruz in 
September 1624.^^ On the way to Mexico they were 
detained at diflferent places by demonstrations, ad-
clresses, and petitions, and courted by a host of seckers 
for favors or clcinency, in view^ of the prospective 
rcforms and punishments to be ordained. A t Puebla 
the recejDtion was particularly brilliant with triumjohal 
arches, processions, bull-fights, and other perform-
ances. The bishop here sought to win the good 
graces of the marchioness by presenting a casket with 
j)ei'fumes and the like, all mounted in gold. The lady 
kept the perfume alone, returning the rest, whereat 
the prelate is said to have felt deeply mortified.^^ 

Cerralvo entered Mexico informally toward the end 
of October, conferred for some time with Gelves,^^ and 
inquired into the state of aífairs. One result was 
tha t he determined first to re.store the dignity of liis 
office, and to this end ordered the removal of the 
name of Gclvcs from the excommunication tablet^* 
and liis reinstallation. This was a bitter pill to the 
hio'her officials, notablv the oidores; but the new 
members of the audiencia assisted to overrule objec-

' "Vetancurt mentions only one, a daughter who died at Mexico in 1631. 
Trut. Mex., 14. 

^' On approaching this place two fast sailers advanced to gather news, and 
met cruising off the harbor two vcssels sent by the audiencia to anticipate the 
report of any such arrival and what it might bode. Urmtia, ubi sup. 

' 2 ' Pienso que el despego tan impensado sirve de azada para abrirle en 
breve la sepultura.' Urrutia, Jirl,, in Mex. y sus Disturhios, MS., i. 443. 
Gifts from Gavdria were also decliued. 

' ' Urrutia relates that Gelves made a re tum visit to Chapultepec where 
the marchioness received him kneeliug and in tears. Gelves also knelt and 
wept till Cerralvo made both rise. 

*̂ Portillo, the provisor then in charge of the diocesan affairs, made objec-
tions, but Cerralvo peremptorily ordered obedience, and intimated that he 
had power to deal summarily even with prelates. 
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tions. On the 30th of October the municipality, with 
the best grace possible, issued proclamations in accord-
ance with the order, declaring their joy at the pros-
pective re-entry of their viceroy on the morrow, and 
ordering a pompous celebration with salvos and fire-
works to testify " the aflfection which the city enter-
tained for the marquis."^' 

On the 31st a vast procession of oflficials, nobles, 
gentrv, and prominent citizens appeared at the con-
vent, wdicnce the troops had been removed, and hat 
in hand the oidores made their bow. Gelves vaulted 
into the saddle and was escorted to the palace. Along 
the ver}^ streets so lately trodden by him as a decried 
fugitive shielded by the darkness, he now proceeded 
with the pomp of a victor, beneath arches and fes-
toons, amid salvos and ringing of bells,^^ beneath 
floral showers from fair hands, and amid the thunder-
ing cheers of countless spectators, who now^ and then 
made a diversion by cursing the oidores and other 
enemies of their beloved viceroy. A t the palace gate 
he was actually caught in the arms of the fickle popu-
lace and carried to where Cerralvo stood to receive 
him. In the evening came festivities w^ith illumina-
tion and firew^orks. Gelves did not, however, expect 
to assume executive power, for this he regardeâ as 
already vested in Cerralvo. H e merely came to 
triumph. The next day he left the palace, and fol-
lowed this time by a sorrow-stricken crowd entered 
the Franciscan convent at Tacuba, there to await his 
residencia.^' 

The popular demonstrations a t his entry and de-
parture were by no means so insincere as a t first 
glance might appear. A n interval of eight months had 
calmed men's passions considerably, and the rule of 
the audiencia had tended to exalt in the eyes of most 
citizens the salutary strictness of the overthrown gov-

^KMex., Rel. Estado, 30. 
»6 At all the temples, save the cathedral, the Jesuit houses, and the Car-

melite convent. 
»7 Urrutia, ReL, MS., i. 441-61. 
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ernment. The annulling of Gelves' many reforms, the 
setting aside of pending indictments and verdicts, the 
permission so generally given to carry arms, greatly 
contributed to promote corruption and disorder among 
all classes. Monopolies again appeared in force to 
raise prices and grind the poor, aided by dishonest 
oflficials; rich and influential criminals bought them-
selves free, while humbler law-breakers languished 
in prison. Varaez appeared on the street wdth great 
ostentation, and proceeded to his alcaldia mayor to 
submit to residencia, accompanied by fifty horsemen, 
who were no doubt intended to intimidate honest wit-
nesses.^^ Bandits again began to crow^d the highways 
and commit depredations with impunity, and aífairs 
assumed so forlorn an aspect that many became loud 
in their desire for the restoration of Gelves.^^ 

On the Sunday following the nominal reinstallation 
of his predecessor, Cerralvo took formal possession of 
oflíîce as fifteenth viceroy,*' and prepared to extend the 
needed reforms, yet in a manner more conciliatory and 
afíable than that of Gelves, so as to gain general good 
will. H e showed also greater regard for some of the 
old oidores than had been expected, ^ allecillo being 
recommended for promotion and Gaviria intrusted with 
several honorable commissions.*^ 

The residencia of Gelvcs was proclaimed with more 
than usual formality, owing to the peculiar circum-
stances of his rule. Fuliy two hundred witnesses came 
from diflPerent parts to testify, the trial lasting fifteen 
months. In connection with this inquisition Carrillo 

'^ He seized his denouncer ,Soto aud forced him 'with threats to declare hia 
testimony false. Soto afterward reaffirmed his statements. Mex.,Rel. Svm., 
12.-

'" Yet such expressions were promptly suppressed. The oidores and regi-
dores made money by sellingmonopoly licenses. Grambila, Tumultos,^lS., 12-
15. Xo energetic efforts were put forth to recover the booty taken from the 
palace and other places during the riot. although a part was recovered. Doc 
Hist. Mex., série ii. tom. iii. 92-3, 1.J1-2. 

^''Xovember 3d, it appears, though Cavo and others place this as the dat« 
of his arrival at Mexico. Tres Siglos, i. 276. 

*' A nephew of the latter was appointed asesor to the viceroy. Mex., ReL 
Estado, 30. Gelves does not appear to have been quite pleased with this. 
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also invcstiíîated the conduct of all concerned in the 
riot, including ecclesiastics by special assent of the 
pope,*^ yet with prudent leniency, for it was not 
politic to stir the more powerful spirits. Examples 
were made among the less formidable. Many of these 
auticipated events by flight, but several oflScials in-
cluding two oidores were removecl, four of those who 
led in the outbreak were executed, and five ecclesi-
astics who had hurried away to Spain were sent to 
the galleys.*^ In a proclamation to the people Cer-
ralvo announced tha t the trial had convinced the king 
of their loyalty. The outbreak was evidently caused 
by rancor against the marqués de Gelves personally. 
Filled wdth a desire to aflfirm their love and remove 
cven the suspicion of disloyalty among vassals of 
Sj^ain, his Majesty decreecl tha t all who were ar-
raigned or in prison for supposed complicity in the 
riot should be rcleased unconditionally.*^ 

Archbishop Serna was among those who had hur-
ried out of the way to Spain. The effect of his con-
cluct in causing riot and overthrow of the royal repre-
sentative must have startled him when sober second 
thought prevailed. His position became uncomfort-
able; he felt tha t he must personally plead his cause 
at court, and in the spririg of 1624 he departed from 
Mexico. The desire to anticijDate the disgrace of a 
recall may havc been an additional motive. Highly 
cominendatory lettcrs werc given to him by the 
municipality and others, and, still warm in their zeal, . 

<2 Urljan VIII., Can'u<, iu Tumultos de Mcx., MS,, 141. 
^^ Do'-. Jlist. Mcx,, scrie ii. tom. iii. IJ,'i-4; Cavo, Tres Siglos, i, 277. 

Char'jcs heiii.L; iiiadc that Ccrralvo had unduly favored Gelves and influenced 
the inquisi<.lor, tcstiiii,,ny was takeu with an almost unaniraous approval of 
the viccroy's cmise. lii this documi nt aiipcar the followiug as ucw mem-
bers of auiliencia: Oidores Juan de Alvarc/. Serrano, Don Autonio Canseco, 
MÍL t̂icl Ruiz de la Tonc, Juau de Villavena Cubiaurro, and íiscal Y igo de 
Ar;jticllo y Carhaj;il. Oidor Avenda o remains. The officers of the visita are 
also named. (Jcrrulro, Inj'onn,, iu M<x, y stis JJi.<turljios, j \IS., ii, 221-477. 

" This did not exciiipt tliose already alluded to from punishmeut as trait-
ors and robbers, Tc.xt of proclamation dated Dccemher 25, 16-25, in Doc. Jlist 
Mcx., sérieiL tom. iii. 209-12; Tinnultos de Mex., AhS., 137-8. Before hiâ 
departure Carrillo ordeicl eity officials to give resideucia, They protested 
and were cxeii'pT,.,! from a review of cl irges akeady passed by. Cedulario 
Xucvo, i. 336; Libro Capitalur, pt. xxvi, 2Ô5. 
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the people contributed a hundred thousand pesos for 
his journey.^^ A prelate whose obstinacy had been 
the chief cause for bringing into contempt a royal 
representative, and into peril the authori ty of the 
crowm, so as to require costly and radical measures, 
such a man could not expect a w^elcome. H e was 
certainly treated coldly; but the pope felt pleased 
with so firm a champion of the church, and recom-
mended his cause to the king. Other influences w^ere 
brought to bear; so tha t Serna was partially restored 
to favor and granted the important see of Zamora. 
H e died in 1G31, witli the rejoutation of an able bishop 
and a bcnevolent man.*^ His successor at Mexico, 
appointed in 1G28, was Francisco Manzo y Zúíiiga, 
one who as member of the India Council, and in other 
political positions, had been trained not to imperil 
royal intcrcsts for ecclesiastic prerogatives. So at 
lcast it was supposed. 

Gclves came oflf with honor from the residencia, as 
a righteous judge, zealous for the administration of 
justicc, for the public good, and the service of the 
kinj'.* Aftcr the conclusion of the trial he left for 

o 

Spain,^^ and was well received. His delay in comiiig 
had allowed tinie to soften the remembrance of his 
unfortunate mishaps, for success is above all exj)ected 
from the agent; and now his family influence*' could 
be wielded to greatcr advantagc. 

*-'Mrx., Rel. Svm., l.'>. Iii t ln i r lctter the cabildo pray the king to send 
•him back with greater power. Doc. líst. Mcr., scrie ii. tom. iii. l(J9-70. 
Cavo says that he was recalled to suffer humiliation for some time. J'rcs siij. 
los. i. 277. 

*̂ (louzalez Dávila attributes to him Carrillo".s appointment as visitador. 
J'i uiro E Irs., i. 4.'). Lorenzana assumes continual lavor for him with the 
king. ConriHos JIcx., lôJi.'i-tJÔ, 217. But iliis So-a does not admit, al'Jica.^h 
he does not agree with Cavo. E/J.<c, Mex,, 06. . The representations of t!ie 
popc in 16'J."), in his behalf, indicate that he did remain awhileunder a cloud. 
C''rta<, in J'uiitu'tos de Mex., ^l,'>., 139-40. But Lacunza's allusion to doep 
disLiracc isnot borne out. Di<c. IJist., 401. 

"' 'Sentencia, la dio el Viji tador. . .en 14 de Abril de 1627.' Mex., Jicl. 
Estudo, ; Î I . 

^Scvcral wTÍters, followed by Zamacois, state that he left in 1624, but he 
himself declares that he remained iu the convent fully a year after Cenalvo's 
in;iuui. ;ition, He appears to havc sent a letter from Mexico on January 29, 
1626. / , / . , 30 . 

^̂  l l e was related to the powerful conde duque de Olivares. 
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The monarch had good reason to be dissatisfied 
wdth the leading personages in this outbreak, with 
the viceroy for being so exacting and unyielding, and 
with the prelate for his excess of zeal, when, as one 
who professed to set an example in humility, he 
shoulcl have contented himself with a protest and 
appeal to the sovereign, especially in view of the in-
significance of the point involved and the well known 
temper of the marquis. The ecclesiastics, on w^hom 
the crowm above all relied for supporting its au-
thority, since troops were not kept, had been the 
chief promoters of the riot, wherein they proved 
themselves possessed of a power greater than that of 
the state. This influence had been strengthened by 
the triumphant return of the archbishop, and ex-
tended not alone over Indians and mestizos, but over 
the creoles. The Ávila-Cortés conspiracy, a half-
century before, had been an outburst on the part of 
landed proprietors, wdth little hold on the people; 
here on the other hand came in action a wicle-spread 
feeling rooted among the very sinews of the colonists 
and directed against the more favored children of 
Spain, those of Iberian birth who had come across 
the sea to fill the best and largest number of oflfices, 
with the intention merely of enriching themselves in 
New Spain and then turning their back upon the 
country. I t is not strange that those born on the 
soil, and bound to it by every tie, should look with 
disfavor on these interlopers who not only encroached 
on their rights and possessions, but treated them with 
contempt.^'^ The revelation of this antipathy, which 

^"The importance of the Gelves outbreak, and the wide-spread interest af-
fected thereby, called forth a mass of documents and accounts as we have 
already seen. Among the most valuable are those given in Documentos para 
la IJi.'itoria de Mexico, série ii, tom. i i . - i i i . , 27 in number, collected by the 
knight EcheveiTÍa y Veitia, and including orders, petitions, and representa-
tions from different sources, yet for the greater par t in support of the arch-
bishop, and most of the remainder in favor of the audiencia and cabildo. The 
only important paper on Gelves' side liad already appeared in print. This 
partiality induced the historian José F. Ramirez to collect a complementary 
set of documents bearing on the other side, This exists in two 4to volumes of 
close manuscript under the title of Mexico y sus Disturbios, obtained by me 

A 
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could not fail to extend iu' a certain degree also to 
the home government, naturally alarmed the king, 
and was a main reason for the clemency observed; but 
few well directed steps were taken to profit by the 
lesson in conciliating the creoles, and their number 
and feeling grew apace till they became irresistible. 

from Ramirez' library, whereof the first contains scA'cral important relations 
by Urrutia, partly in condensed form; and the second, a lengthy report by 
the secretary of Gelves, Tobar Godinez, and one in favor of Serna, from an 
early rare publication also in my possession. A third volume folio, Tvttndfos 
de Mexico, coUectcd by the same gentleman, contains original documents and 
early copies bearing chiefly ou the investigation, its results and subscquent 
acts. Grambiîa, Tumultos de Mex., is an origiual folio manuscript iu dei'ence 
of Gelves; auother, Relacion de J^uiiiultos, opposes him. Among tho rare 
accouuts printed a t this time are: 3Icxico, Rclacion Svmaria, drawTi for Gel-
ves by Inquisitor Flores aud Friar Lormendi; liclac'ion dci E.<iud'i cii que... 
h'dlo îos Rcynos, also prepared by Iiim; Mcmorial de lo Srrcrilido, in favor of 
Serna; Bnrgu'iUos, Memorial para. , ,CariIIo, by Gelves' confessor; Garzes de 
Portillo, En In Demunda, bearing on the sanctuary privilege. From oue or 
more of these sources have been prepared a numher of accouuts with more or 
less impartiality, yet none of them complete or reliable, events subsequcnt to 
the actual riot beiug almost wholly ignored. Cavo for instances claims to 
have used five accounts, three of them in favor of Gelvcs, yct his clerical bias 
is too evident. Much fairer is ,Sosa, Ej,i-<c. Mex., 59-63, RJirra, Goh. Mex. 
i. 113-17, &náAIcaraz, in Liceo Mex., ii. 121 et seq. Dicc Uitiv., x. 653-63 
gives Cortina's imperfect version. Mora is very faulty. Mcx. y sus Rcv., iv 
Buppl. 2-43. Comparatively brief or unimportaut are the accounts in ]'cfan 
cvrt, Trat. Mex., 13; Lorenzana, in Concilio Prov., 15.35-65, 216; ( urft-s 
fíist. N. Esj)., 21-2; Sigiienza y Gongora, Parai/.so Ofcid., 124, 448; Alcgre 
Ilisf. Comp. Jes'us, ii. 146-51; Crtínica dei Cãrmcn, vi. 757; Guge, Votj., i 
2'25-45; Medina, Crtín. S. Diego, 151-2; Velasco, Exalt. Diuina, 39-44; (iri 
jalva, Crtín. S. Agu.st., 110 et seq.; Revista Mex., i. 81 et seq.; Fisher's Nat 
Mag., i. 249-54; Mayer's Mex. Aztec, i. 188-94; Mitller, Reisen, ii. 52-67 
Lacuvza, Disc Hist., 488-91; Bustamante, Voy., No. 10. 
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1624-1639. 

DEFENCE M E A S U R E S — T H E DUTCH AT ACAPTJLCO—CORSAIR RAIDS ALONO THE 

COÅST OF Y C C A T A N — T H E B A R L O V E N T O S Q U A D R O N — R o Y A L LOANS AND 

EXT0RTI0N.S—IxUND.\TION OF M E X I C O — P R O P O S E D R E M O V A L O F T H E C A P -

iTAL—RELIEF MEASUKES AND DRAINAGE P R O J E C T S — T H E HUEHCETOCA 

Tu.N'.NEL—S.v.v F E L I P E THE PROTOMARTYR OF MEXICO—His IRKEGULAR 

L l F E AND l Í E A T I F I C A T I O N — T H E H E R M I T L O P E Z — V l C E R O Y C A D E K E I T A — 

T H E PRELATE Z Ú S I G A — T H E F I R S T CREOLE ARCHBISHOP. 

I N order to guard somewhat against the recurrence 
of such happenings as the Gelves outbreak, greater 
jDrecautions were observed by the home government, 
as we have seen, in selecting the heads for political 
and ecclesiastical aflfairs; additional instructions were 
issued to guide them in their relation to others, and a 
certaiii limitation of power was for a time at least 
irnposed; the king for instance taking upon himself to 
apj)oint the commandants and magistrates of leading 
ports, stroiigholds, and towns,^ who had hitherto been 
coiriiiiissioncd by tlic viceroy. Cerralvo retained for 
sonjc time tlie enlisted troops and erected suitable 
barracks,^ wdiilc the enrolment list of volunteers was 
j)rcsci'\o(.l for cascs of need. 

Tlicse vclunt' (rs really con.stituted a par t of the 
general systcm of niilitia, formed already by Cortés, in 
connection with encomiendas, and extended over set-

' I n Calle a number of thcse appointments are enumerated. Mern. y Xot., 168. 
^ln 16J8 the city asked for thcir disbandment for 'no quedaii ceniza del 

suceso del 15 de Enero <lc l!;:.'4,' hut this requcst was not granted till two 
years later. ('i'lulurio Xuctxj, i. .'iôl. The cost of Tnaintaining them appears 
to have 1,1 cn whoUy bome by the de,s;i'_'ue fund, which was thus iliaincd of 
&9,8.3.'î pesos. J'oitsrru, Jlist. Ilac, v. 3.:,8-9. 

( 8 0 ) 
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tlements in all directions. The only permanent stand-
ing forces were those on the frontier, engaged partly 
in conveying trains of merchandise, partl}' in garrison 
duty at the presidios, and those at the leading coast 
ports, as Vera Cruz and Acapulco. Altogether tlicy 
constituted but a small body, and more wcre not con-
sidercd necessary, as the citizens wcre always avail-
able, and eflficient even against foreign invaders, who 
after all could do little bcvond ravaLî'inj' for a fcw 
leagues along certain parts of the coast.^ Still thcre 
werc points which absolutcly required protcction, such 
as A^era Cruz and Acapulco, the ports for the rich 
fleets and the storage place for valuable cargocs, and 
in vicw of the increasing number of Spaiii's cnemies 
Cerralvo took steps to strengthen the fortifications 
there. 

The chief reasoii for the lattcr mcasure was the 
arrival at Acapulco of a large Dutch fleet. Engagcd 
in their struggle for independence, the Hollanders 
were eager not only to distract the attention of the 
Spaniards by cariying the war to the enem^'s coasts, 
but to injure them while enriching themselvcs. W i t h 
this object scveral fleets were despatched to prey on 
Spanish trade and colonies, and among them one of 
eleven vesscls with over sixteen hundred mcn, under 
Admiral Jacob rHcrémite . I t was known, howcver, 
as the Xassau fleet, from the prince undcr whose 
ausjDÍces it was chiefly fitted out.^ I t left Holland in 
1623 with the chief object of ravaging the rich shores 
of Peru . This plan proved a failure so lamentable as 
to hasten the death of I 'Hérémite. The fleet therc-
upon proceeded northward under Admiral Schapen-
ham and entered Acapulco on the 28th of October 
1624. The Philippine galleons had not yet arrived,. 
and the place contained little worth fighting for, espe-
cially as the inhabitants had had time to retire witli 

'Zamacois and others hastily intimate that no troops existed. fíi.<t. McJ.y. 
V. 305. 

^This has led most Spanish writers to suppose that this prince commanded it_ 
HisT. M E X . , VOL. III. 6 
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their valuables. The commandant had entrenched 
himself with his feeble garrison in a .stronghold, and 
theiicc rcfused the overtures of Schapenham for an 
exchange of hostages, while the latter encleavored to 
obtain some fresh provisions.^ The Hollander's main 
intention was toasccrtain when the Manila fleet should 
arrivc. H c iiow contented himself with a few at tempts 
to procure watcr and fruit, magnified by modern Mex-
ican writcrs into an invasion of the town. This ex-
treme caution of the enemy encouraged the Spaniards 
011 one occasion to beat back his men wâth loss. After 
desj)atching j^art of his fleet Schapenbam set sail with 
the remaindcr November 8th, and tired of waiting for 
the ijalleons he stccrcd for the East Indies.^ 

Warned of tlie visit, Cerralvo had hastened to send 
troops to relieve the town, but their march was coun-
termanded on lcarning of the encmy's departure. 
Energetic eíforts were made, however, to construct 
defences' both here and at Yera Cruz, for in the gulf 
of Mexico foreign cruisers could frequently be seen. 
In 1625 the treasure fleet for Spain under Cadereita, 
later viceroy of New^ Spain, narrowly escaped their 
clutches,^ but the fleet of 1628, carrying bulhon and 
other eífects to the value of over tw^elve millions of 
jicsos, was surprised in the Bahania Channel by the 
faiuous Dutch admiral Pieter Heyne, who for some 

^ I t w as proposed to give captured Peruvians in return for hostages and 
provisions. 

'^ Thi' hcst account of this voyage is the Diurnal vitd JIi.<forische Beschrey-
liiiii'j tl<r Xus.<uiri,<i/,cii J-'/oHrn, by Deckcr, wlio scrved on one of the vessels, 
its hc statis. Strashurg, IG'Jl). I t appeared in an carlicr shorter form as 
Juiininil ruii dc Xusuusrlic Vloot, issued at Amsterdam in I6'J6 by Gerritz, 
aud has hccu widely copicd in l)c Bry's fí'ist. Ainrr,, xiii.; Gottfried, Xrwe 
W.'if, :,():, ct s. <i., and others. I t is well written, yet not so full and candid as 
niÍL'lit bc <lcsirc<l. 

• Ki_'lilccii \i\vzc ricces of artillery were brought from Manila at a cost of 
7,411 pesos. Crutt, Mauila, iu Pucheco and Cúrdena.% Col, Doc, vi. 380. 
TravcUers mention hronze cannon thcre marked 1628. In the following year, 
says (';ivo, auothcr Dutdi fleet entered to seek provisions without doing any 
daiii;iL'c. J'rcs Si,,/lo<, i. J77. 

^ »I'or this au aunual tliaiiksgiving was ordered on the 25th of November. 
What with cor.sairs, stonus, aud earelessness these fleets had to meet many 
iiiHtortui s lu Kar scvcn \ cssels were driven on shore near Cape Cotoche 
with hcavy loss, thi,u-h the -overnor took steps to recover a portion. Coc/ol-
l'tlo, Ilist. yi":'ithan, 47'J-3. 

/ 
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time had been successfully operating off Por tugal 
and against transatlantic vessels. The Spaniards 
fought bravely and several vessels were sunk before 
the flag-ship surrendered. The blow proved no less 
severe to the merchants of New Spain than to the 
king, w^ho sorely needed the treasure.^ 

This success ured a number of other raiders who 
for want of better points along the gulf made Yucatan 
suffer. In 1632 six vessels threatened Campeche, 
but timely succor made them retreat. I n Augus t of 
the following year the town was again visited, this 
timc by ten vessels under a leader known to the 
Spaniards as P ié de Palo. Guided by a renegade, he 
advanced against the entrenchment behind which 
Captain Galvan Pomero had retired, but a wcll 
directed fire killed several of his men, and caused the 
rest to waver. I t would not answer to lose maiiy 
livcs for so poor a place, and so a ruse was resorted 
to. The corsairs turned in pretended flight. The ^ 
hot-headed Spaniards at once came forth in pursuit, ! 
only to be trapped and killed. Those who escaj^ed 
made a stand in the plaza, whence they were quickl}^ 
driven, and thereupon the sacking parti-es overran tlic 
town.-^" Seven years later Sisal was visited by a fleet 
of eleven vessels and partly burned after yielding but 
little to the raiders." 

One result of these ravages was an order for the 
formation of a squadron, under the name of Barlo-
vento,^^ to jDrotect the gulf of Mexico and the West 
India waters. I t was to consist of twelve galleons 

î 

í 
' In Vazquez, Chrtín. Gvat., 255, is related a similar surprise by a French l; 

foe, some years later. Fourteen friars perished, but eight others were picked I; 
up and forwarded to Cádiz. ) 

'"The corsair demauded 40,000 pesos to spare the town from destruction, ' [ 
but the citizens refuscd to interfere. The renegade guide, Diego the mulatto, S 
felt deeply moved at the dcath of Romero, who had been his godfather, but • 
against several other persons he entertained a profound hatred born of former 0 
maltreatment. Cog'Jlcdo, Ilist. Yucathan, 596-8; Castilh, Dic Yuc, 269-70. » 

'^ ln 1637 the opportune appearance of troops had saved the town from ' .|-
Buch a fate. Id., 602, 639-40. Pié de Palo was reported to be waiting for A | | 
the fleet of 1638, and it turned back. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 10. 

'^ Windward, in allusion to this other name for the AntiUes. 

( 

1 •'^ 
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and two smaller vessels, and the estimated cost of 
maintenance, six hundred thousand ducats, should be 
levied on the islands and mainland from Panamá 
northward. Mexico oflfered to contribute two hun-
dred thousand j^esos by means of an excise tax of two 
per cent.^^ Mcrida píaced herself on the list witli 
scven thousand pesos for fifteen years, and other 
towns came forward w^ith diflPerent amounts. One 
duty of the flcet was to prevent smuggling, from 
which the treasury suflPered greatly, and while the 
chief station must be Yera Cruz, other ports w'cre to 
be frequcutcd. To this end surveys should be made, 
partly with a view^ to future shipyards.^* 

The declaration of war by France in 1633 added 
another to the many enemies arrayed against Spain 
tlirough the unfortunate policy of Felipe lY.,^'' and 
the colonies had to share her misfortunes not alone in 
the forni of pirate raids, but in being subjected to 
forccd loans and pressing appeals for voluntary and 
tax imjDosts. Already by cédula of December 4, 1624, 
the king had intimated to his subjects tha t they ought 
to assist him in his dire need by voluntary gifts, and 
Xcw Spain was told that 600,000 ducats would be 
exjiected b)" the following year from her rich colo-
nists. They sent 432,000 j^esos, and this liberal re-
sponse caused the donativo, or gift, fund to become a 
fixed source of revenue.^*' The appeal for this fund 

'̂  lu additiou to four per cent already existing, two reals were also levied 
on car,ls. This oâ'er was accepted hy couucil of October 19, 1638, deduction 
having to be made w I n no fleet came. The contador of the fund was ap-
poiuted hy thc kiii;:. Vclui crt, J'rul. Mex., 30. 

'*The liist order for tlie liai lovinto fleet, dated iu May 1635, was followed 
hy others hciiriiiL; chiefly on funds for it. The two per mille collected by the 
consulado was ai)])licd to it, aud other ta.xes. Fonseca, Ilist. Ilac, ii. r2-20; 
('o'jotlnl',, Ili.d. Vvnit/iun, .159. Santa María de la Vitoria, in Tabasco, was 
one of the i.kicis, fortihed with artiUery, and in war time with a large gar-
rison. CuJ,', Mcm. y Xof., 87. lu 1636 Philippine traders fitted out two 
vesscls of their owu to watch for corsairs. 

'ĵ  An embargo was ordered placed on the property of all French subjects 
in New Spain, as elsewhere, but timely waming came from Spain and many 
saved themselves. 

"̂  By 1638 Mcxico city gave 1,100,000 pesos toward it. The revenue from 
the Tnhutos y Jicul Servicio fund amounted in the decade of 1631-40 to 
2,390,200, an increase of 400,000 over the previous term. Fonseca, fíisL Hac, 
i. 450, V, 43;i-4I; Gonzulcz Dávila, Tcatro, i. 126. 
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was enjoined on bishops and other ofíîcials; and diflPer-
ent oflfices, such as canonries and prebendaryships,w^ere 
granted to those who displayed liberality. Oflficials 
had to submit to large deductions of pay under the 
term of media anata^^ and mesada,^^ the latter apply- ! j 
ing to ecclesiastics. I n addition to these exactions 
loans were demanded, or forcibly taken when not 
otherwise obtainable,-^^ and certain taxes were sold to 
speculators for a large sum payable in cash.^*' 

Frequent prayers rose from all churches through-
out Spanish domains for divine aid towarcl the eflficacy 
of these measures, and with a view' to incline w^or-
shippers to ojDcn their purses as freely as their hcarts. 
There was need in t ruth to promote Christian forbear-
ance among the oppressed subjects, for, at the vcry 
time they were asked to bear the burden of wars 
brought upon them often by mere caprice, they re-
ceived urgent appeals to contribute large amounts 
toward the rebuilding of royal palaces. 21 

The most grievously taxed colonists of New Spain 
a t this time were probably those at Mexico. Beputed 
to be among the richest in the wealthy colonics, they 
w^ere expected to meet liberally every demand for aid 
b}^ the crown, no matter how sorely rulers, or pirates, 
or famine might harass them. And now another 
misfortune w âs at hand. Iii 1627 heavy rains caused 
the Bio Quauhtitlan to break the dams confining its 

" I t was established in 1631 and exacted half the income of the first year 
from each office, as the term implies. This levy was increased a t times. For 
rules regarding the tax see Recop. de Indias, ii. 542 et seq. ii 

^^Thîs deduction of 'monthly ' incomes, as the term implies, was established 
BtiII earlier. For decrees concerning i t s ee Id., i. 152 et seq. H 

' ' l n 1625 Cerralvo repaid 40,000 pesos lent by the municipality, and on i 
the strength of the good-will created by this promptness he shortly after de- j 
manded a larger loan. Cedulario Nievo, i. 86, 326. Par t of the bullion arriv-
ing in Spain was seized and the owners were compelled to accept instead 
money of inferior intrinsic value. 

^"Holders of land with doubtful titles were made to pay 'compromise' 
fees, coUection offices were extended to new regions, and other means taken 
to obtain increased revenue. See also Gaije, Voy., i. 201. Much of this was 
sent direct to Florida, the West Indies, and other parts, which were also 
Bupplied with powder and other articles. Recop. de Indias, ii. 572, 5 9 ^ 3 , 

'^ Fonseca, IJist. fíac, v. 441; Cedulario Ntævo, i. 441. 
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waters, and overflo v ir_to the lower lakes, so tha t sev-
eral parts of Mexico were laid eighteen inches under 
water. The alarmed citizens at once bestirred them-
selves; causeways were raised according to the plans 
of the engineer Boot; a new^ dam was constructed 
near Tizayuca; another to divert the Ilio Pachuca, 
and work on the drainage tunnel received fresh im-
j3ulse.^' 

The decrease of moisture in the following year 
calmcd the ardor of both workers and taxpayers, and 
many useful projects w^ere set aside as needless. I n 
1G29 the rains began early with the prospect of a wet 
season. Dams broke at several points, and already 
on the 5th of September canoes floated in several 
parts of the city, and thousands prepared to depart. 
On the 21st, S t Matthew^'s day, came the heaviest 
rainfall so far known in the valley; and it continued 
for thirty-six hours, till the whole city lay under water 
to a depth of fully two varas in most parts.^^ The 
confusion and misery defy description. All seemed 
one vast lake dotted with thousands of isolated houses. 
Poofs and windows were crowded with men, women, 
and children, drenched and suflPering from hunger and 
exposure. From every direction rose lamentation, 
mingled with the agonized cries of drowning persons 
knd noise of crumbling walls. While some buildings 
were undermined with the melting of the adobe brick, 
or the washing away of the foundation, others w^ere 
carried wholly away. The costly goods in shops and 
warehouses were ruined, and broken furniture and 

"Cavo, foUowed by modem writers, places some of these measures m 
1626, and states that the flood of 1627 gave rise merely to useless consulta-
tions, Tns Si'jl.s, i. 278; but Alegre, Ilist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 178, confirms the 
more natuial supposition that the flood gave iuipulse to dams and other 
works. Thc dam near Tizayuca, called Presa del Rey, was made or com-
pletcd in 1628. Jnuitdu'ioi s, iu (Jol. de Diarios, 356. 

^ ' Llegô a tener dos barcas de alto el agua por donde menos.' Cepeda, ReL, 
pt. 11. 27. 'Subia mas de media vara en la parta mas alta, ' Akgre, fíisL 
C'omp. J'.nis, 11. 180; I'uiii.<. Virnjc.-<, M^., 96-7. Vetancurt writcs that the 
mam square with c;illic,h;il, palacc, and plazuela de Volador, and all Santiago 
remam«l above water, Chrcju., 121; but this must be a mistake, for the 
squarc lay less than two varas above the surface of the lake. 
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other household eflPects floated about the streets. N o 
one could leave his dwelling save in canoes; and these 
did not suflfice for all, so tha t intercourse was diflficult. 
Public aflfairs came to a standstill; divine service was 
suspended, and bells were rung only for prayer. 

The viceroy and archbishop set an example to oflfi-
cials and wealthy persons by extending succor to the 
more needy quarters. The city w âs divided into dis-
tricts, and canoes were sent round with provisions; tlie 
sick and helpless were taken to better quarters, the 
palace itself being converted into a hosjDÍtal and house 
of refuge, where for six months the viceroy dispensed 
charity. No less noble wcrc the eflforts of other 
prominent persons, the prelate establishing half a 
dozen hospitals, and seeking also to encourage the 
suíferers with r'eligious consolation by going around 
daily to hold masses at altars improvised on roofs and 
balconies. The flood showing no signs of abatement, 
he proceeded to the Guadalupe shrine on the main-
land, and brought thence, for the first time since its 
foundation, the image of the virgin,-'' in the hope that 
so sacred a presence might cause the water to retirc; 
but no speedy relief was experienced. 

Under this gloomy prospect the agitation for a re-
moval of the city was renewed, and many began to 
erect houses in different parts along the mainland 
shore. Peti t ions were addressed to the king to grant 
his sanction, and in a cédula of May 19, 1632, the 
elevated plain between Tacuba and Tacubaya was 
assigned for the new site, if a representative council 
should fíncl the change necessary.^'' 

B y this time property-holders were well aware tha t 

^* Brought over on September 27th says Medina, who adds the pious false-
hood that the waters at once began to retire. Chráit. S. Diego, 123. Alegre, 
loc. cit., gives the 24th and leaves the intimation tha tno good effect followed, 
Florencia, Estrella dcl Norte, 130. Dávila upholds the efficacy of the image, 
and adds that an image of St Dominic assisted iu lowering the waters; so 
much so t h a t ' a fines de Julio del a o de 1630.. .recibieron por Patron y 
abogado a Santo Domingo.' Continuacion, MS., 303; Panes, Vii-cycs, MS., 96-7. 

^̂  This site was on the Sanctorum grange. Cavo, J'i-csSiglos,'n. '2-3, Those 
who had erected houses elsewhere must not occupy them. This and sup-
plementary decrees are reproduced in Cepeda, Rel., pt. iii. 7 et seq. 
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such a change would work their ruin, and loud remon-
strances found their way even to the court. The city 
property, now valued at fully fifty millions, w^ould be 
lost, including a large number of sumptuous temples, 
fifteen convents, eight hospitals, six colleges, and other 
public buildings and works. W i t h the growing scarcity 
of available Indians the cost of rebuilding would be 
immense, and thousands would be reduced to beggary 
by thc transfer. Besides, how could all the convents 
and temples be restored, and how could the inmates 
be supported when present rentals were lost?'^^ Those 
who assisted at the councils for considering the ques-
tion w^cre most of them too deeply interested in the 
cit}' property to permit a change, and so the project 
dropped. They sturdily continued to occupy their 
houses, although for over four years the city remained 
practically flooded. The higher parts did come above 
the surface, but heavy rains on two occasions assisted 
to keep the waters above the low^er lying districts.'^" 

]\lcanwhile a large number of families migrated to 
Puebla and other towns, and a still larger proportion 
perished during the floods and from the exposure, 
want, and diseases which followed, particularly in the 
poorer and Indian sections.^^ Energetic measures were 
taken to improve communication and other facilities 

^®The most interesting representations on thissubjectare given inCepeda. 
I t is also referred to in Fonseca, IJist. Ilac, v. 360; in C'avo; Calle, Mem. y 
N'it., 43; .MctHna, (JJiron., S. Diego, 'J'.U; (Junzalcz Darilu, Teatro Ecles., i. 
18. The nuniber of houses is given at 7,700. The oidores who figured at 
thc time and assistci in dcciiling the question, were Liceuciado Francisco del 
C';i^tillo, Doctor Juan de Canscco, liceuciates Alonso de Uria y Tobar, Fran-
cisco de Hirrcra C;uii]iii/'.ano. Antonio CucUo de Portugal, Juan de Villabona 
Zuhiaurri, an<l liscalcs Juau Gonzalez de Pi afiel and Juan de Miranda Gor-
dcjiicla. ('cj,cdi', liil., i. 29, .'̂ 7. 

'•^'•\'etancm-t,(Jh,-oit., 121, extends thcfiood over five years. Velasco, Z&aíí. 
J)ic., 4.")-(;, s;iys foiir. Alcgrc spceifies till spring of 1633 and states that the 
r;LÍns of Ih.'lO nearly _L'avc ri,-e to a riot. Jlist. Comp. .Jc.sus, ii. 182-3. Some 
documcnts iiiiply that tlic watcr practically receded bctween I63I and 1633 
and finally lu IG.'U, JltiuJ.oldf, E.<.<ui PiJ., i. 215, while Lorenzana assumes 
tha t rains in 1631 aud 16.']4 raised the dccreasing waters. Corti's fíi^t N 
J-.-s/.., •-^, 

•^-Archbishop Zúni.L'a cxag'_rerated the loss to 30,000 Indians, and states 
that of 20.000 Spauish families i'.) ouly 400 remained a month after the great 
inundation. Letter of October 16, 1629. Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 
60; McHiiu, ('hron, S. Diego, 121; Grambila, TumuUos, ii. 
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so as to decrease the suffering and induce people to 
return. Baised sidewalks or causeways were con-
structed along the houses, canoe traflfic was increased, 
and medical aid provided. In 1634 came a series of 
earthquake shocks which rent the valley in diíferent 
directions, and assisted greatly to dra^w off the water. 
This was claimed by tlie native and creole population 
as a miracle performed by their favorite, the virgin of 
Guadalupe, wdiilc the Spaniards stoutly attributed it 
to their patron, she of Bemedios, intimating that the 
mediation of the other image had so far eflfected no 
good. The dispute between the votaries became quite 
hot,^^ though they might more reasonably have cursed 
the agency w hich, having it within its power to deliver 
theni, had kept them in misery so long. W i t h this 
occurrence the city saw herself once more free from 
the lake; and now haste was made to clean the streets 
and dredge the canals, for to the obstructions in these 
channels was partly attributed slow drainage.^'' 

During the excitement consequent upon the first 
flood, enemies of the Jesuits sought to direct popular 
feeling against them as having broken the dams. In-
vcstigation revealed tha t Martinez, the engineer of 
the drainage tunnel, had closed this outlet on behold-
ing the vast flow of water, confident tha t its force and 
accompanying debris would merely destroy his works, 
while the latter would be inadequate under the cir-
cumstances to aid in saving Mexico. The Jesui ts 
were cleared, but Martinez had to languish for a time 
in jDrison for acting without permission.^^ 

The importance of drainage and diversion of tribu-
tary waters became now more generally admitted, and 

'^As Betrani, Mex., ii. 67-8, eagerly points out. 
^"The new viceroy Cadereita gave impulse to these operations. Cavo 

places the cost a t 14,000 pesos, which must be a misprint. Cepeda mentions 
34,000 for certain work, and Vetancurt, Chrtín., 121, states that the Francis-
cans accomplished, with Indian aid, for 90,000 what others estimated at 140,000. 
Algate speaks of relics of this period, found in the beginning of this century, 
under the raised causeways. Gaceta, ii. 124-5. 

^̂  He was also ill provided with funds for work on the tunnel. Cepeda, 
Rel., pt. ii. 26. I t 'was charged that he had closed the tunnel on purpose to 
raise the estimation of its value. IJumboIdt, Essai PoL, i. 214. 

V', 
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a number of projects to this end were submitted, all 
of which received due attention, the viceroy joining 
personally in examination of ground. Several pro-
posed a drain from Lake San Cristôbal through Bio 
Tequisquiac into the Pánuco, and Simon Mendez even 
urged the extension of the drain to Tezcuco Lake. 
H e was allowed to begin the task, but its infeasibility 
must soon have become apparent, for it did not pro-
gress far.^- Another suggested tha t the underground 
passage into which the Teotihuacan rivulet disap-
peared might serve for outlet, and finally the Jesuit 
father Calderon revived the tradition of a natural 
sink in the bottom of Tezcuco Lake, between two 
rocks near Panti t lan. This received more attention 
than might be expected, and quite extensive exami-
nations w^ere made under the alluring oflfer of a hun-
dred thousand pesos for its discovery.^^ 

None of the plans appearing to possess the merits 
of the Huehuetoca channel for eflficacy and cheapness, 
a contract was made with Martinez for 200,000 pesos 
to put the tunnel in condition for carrying off the 
tributary waters of Zumpango and Citlaltepec lakes.^* 
The plan was deemed insuflficient^^ and work dragged 
slowly along both on the outlet, now destined to be-
come an open cut, and on adjacent structures. The 
dam of San Cristôbal, protecting the Tezcuco from 
northerii waters, was restored in a substantial manner; 
a tributary of Chalco Lake from the volcano range 
w âs diverted, and several minor dams were con-

»2 Each of these plans was estimatcd to cost from thrce to nine millions. 
^^Humboldt comments unfavorably on the supposition that the porous 

amyL'ihiloiil of the valley could prescnt any apertures. Esscti PoL, i. 216. 
For a li.-t of the different projects with details of the principal, see Cepeda', 
lieL, 16, pt. ii. 37-40, pt. iii. :,-(',, 17 et seq.; Vetancvrt, Cltron., 123-4; La 
Crttz, i, :>4'2-5, 

^* This task was to be finished in 21 months beginning early in 1630. Mex-
ico sciit 300 Indians to work, and orders came in October 'que la obra corriera 
hasta las bocas de S. Gregorio.' ('uro, Trcs Siglos, ii. 2. 

ssThc alvcrse report of Oidor Cubiaurré on the work in 10.32 hastened the 
death of Martincz. Cubiaurré succecded him as superintendent for a short 
time. In 16;)7 the Franciscan comisario gencral Flores took charge and 
his order retamed control for many years. Inundaciones, in Gol. de Diarios 
MS., 356-8. * 
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structed or repaired.^^ In order to relieve the city, 
the funds for these operations were obtained chiefly 
by means of a tax on imported wines.^'^ By 1637 the 
expenditure on the drainage w^orks had risen to nearly 
three millions. Dur ing the following decade only 
three hundred and thirty-eight thousand pesos w^ere 
expended, and after tha t still smaller amounts, till 
1768-77, when they rose to somewhat over half a 
million.^^ 

Mexico was not very successful in her appeals to 
the virgin patrons, as we have seen, and her religious 
fortitude received a further shock from the circum-
stance that, jus t before her greatest misfortune, she 
had celebrated the canonization of the protomartyr 
San Felipe and enrolled him as one of her guardians. 
Among a population so largely composed of creoles, 
with an immense Indian support, all looking on New 
Spain as their native country, and regarding Span-
iards from the peninsula with more or less antago-
nism—among such a people, deeply imbued wdth re-
ligious feeling, the possession of a national saint inust 
have been ardently desired. This longing was finally 
satisfied in the person of Felipe de Jesus, the eldest ^ 
of ten children born at Mexico to Alonso de las j) 
Casas^^ and his wife Antonia Martinez. Casas had •' 
grown rich as a trader in the capital, and eager for 'j 
the redemption of his soul, he designated three of his ;( 
six sons for the service of God. One, Juan, became '* 
an Augustinian, and found martyrdom at the Moluc-
cas in 1607; another, Francisco by name, labored 
actively in the same order as a priest till 1630;*° and 

'^By Father Garibay of Mexicaltzinco. Vetancvrt, Chrtín., 121. 
" Of 25 pesos on the barrel, half going toward the fortifications at Vera 

Cruz. This tax continued to be levied, though in later years but a fraction 
was applied to the drainage. Fonseca, fíist. fícLC, v. 368-9. 

'* Details of cost and amount of different work are given in the full official 
report of Cepeda, Relacion, pt . iii. 21, etc.; also in Instruc Vireys, 263. 
Fonseca specifies 1,504,531 as expended during 16"28-37, and 1,464,883 pre-
viously. Hist. Ilac, v. 632. 

*' "Wrongly called Canales by several 'WTÍters. 
*" Named Francisco and dying on San Francisco's day, he must have had 
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the third, Felipe, born on May 1, 1575, and educated 
at the Jesui t college, joined the barefooted Francis-
cans at Puebla, but fell from his vows and was by the 
angry parents sent to the Philippines, there to seek 
his fortune.*^ The large sum of money which he 
brought as a means for advancement was soon dissi-
pated in riot, but the consequences hastened repent-
ance, and in 1594 he became again a barefooted Fran-
ciscan, displa^^ng this time such devout zeal as to 
gain general admiration. After two years of penance 
he left for home. 

The vessel touched at Japan,*'^ and there he with 
several brother friars was seized to undergo martyr-
dom.*^ Proceedings were instituted for the canoniza-
tion of the victims, Archbishop Serna himself making 
inquiries on behalf of Felipe, and by bull of Septem-
ber 14, 1627, thirty years after his death, the repent-
ant son of the merchant was admitted a saint, as the 
protomartyr of Mexico. Two years later, on the anni-
versary of his martyrdom, February 5th, the city 
cclcbrated the beatification with imposing ceremonies, 
and received San Felipe de Jesus as one of the 
patrons. The viceroy aiid archbishop led in the pro-
ccssion, and the mother of the saint was able to par-
ticipate; but the excitement and joy carried her to the 
gravc a few^ days later.** 

About the same time eflforts were made for the 
beatification of a revered hermit named Gregorio 

Bome spiritual relations with this saint, observes Medina, Ghrtín. S. Dkqo, 
114. 

'̂ As a soldier, says Medina, yet he allows him to take large amounts of 
nioni y wherewith to speculate. Others intimate that he intended to pursue 
thc tr;uh. of a silversmith, in which he had already engaged at Mexico. Stá 
Murt't, (J/troii. St .losijih, ii, lib. iii. cap. x.; Ribadeneyra, fíist. Arch., lib. 
vi. < ,],. iv.; (J'jinji. c'c Jc.<tis, J)cj'citsa, 5. 

'-On a inis.^ion, it is s;iid, yct Mcdina declares that Zales drove it there 
for refuge. During the voyage singular phenomena gave indication of the 
saint on board. 

3̂ The bodics of the -victims appear all to have been recovered and taken 
to Manila. Fclipe was cracified and lanced after losing his left ear. 

' Alecjre, Ilist. Comp. Jcsus, ii. 177-8. Pueblo city also vowed to observe 
the day of San Felipe, who first assumed the rohe there. Medina, Chrtín. S. 
Diego, 33-4, 114-20; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MS., 96, 363. 
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Lopez, who had died in 1596 at the age of fifty-four. 
I n carly years he served as ĵ ^age to Philip I I . , yet 
led an austere and contemplative life, and was said to 
be of ro^'al blood. In 1562 he came to Ncw Spain 
and retired as a hermit amonor the wild Indians near 
Atema\-ac, j^reaching, practising charit}, and writmg 
books. Sevcral of these werc printed and two at-
tained more than one edition.*^ xVrchbishop Serna 
transferred his body to thc cathedral at ^Mexico and 
joined in the efforts for his enrolment among the 
saints. This was urocd as late as 1752, but in vain.*" 

]More persistent and succcssful wcre the eflforts for 
the canonization of King Fcrdinand of Sjiain, toward 
which larofe sums were at this time collected in New 
Spain.*' In 1629 also imj^osing cercmonics w-ere held 
in honor of Cort(ís the conqueror, on the occasion of 
the funeral of his last male descendant. The body 
was then transferred from Tezcuco to the Franciscan 
church at ]\Iexico, the viceroy, leading corporatious, 
ofiScials, and citizens joining in solemn procession.*^ 

Cerralvo had twice asked to be relieved of ofificc, 
owing to ill-health and to family aflTairs which dc-
manded his presence in Spain. This was granted in 
1635, with appointment to the councils of war and the 
Indies and a rental of 3,000 ducados for two lives.*^ 
H e certainly deserved recognition from the sovereign, 

**As Declaracion del Appocalipsi of which I have a manuscript copy; 
Tesoro de Medicinas, Mexico, 1673, highly spoken of by Pinelo, Epitome, ii. 
869, and others, also in my possession; Oratoria Parentafis, Mex., 1666, and 
Collectio Opu.9cuIorum, Rome, 1752. A perpetual calendar, a universal chron-
ology, and other pieces remain in manuscript. 

** One reason may have been the charge of heresy made against him on 
first arriving at Mexico, though not sustained. For details of his life, see 
Argaiz, Viday Escritos.. .Eopcz, INIad., 1678, 1-121; L"su, Vidadcl Siervo.. . 
Lojiez, Madrid, 1727, 1-442; Somoza, Brev. XoL, Puebla, 1850, 1-31, and 
less full accounts in Mexican histories, such as Velctsco, Hist. Mil. Ren., 
188-96. 

"Bishop Prado alone paid 6,000 pesos. Oonzalez Dávila, TecUro Ecles., 
i. rJ6, 131. 

*^For documents on the subject see Alaman, DiserL, ii. 52—4, and app. 
Sosa reproduces many details of the ceremonies. Episr. Mex., 68-9. Pedro 
Cortés died January 30, 16'29, and on February 24th the fimeral took place. 

*• On Indiansin New Spain, grantedMay27, 1638. Calle, Mem. y Xot., 56. 

11 I 
' I , 
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for he had proved an able and energetic ruler, dis-
pensing justice with promptness and impartiality, fos-
tering trade and iuíiustries, practising charity, and 
looking zealously to the welfare of the people. H e 
left a power ( f attorney to an,swer a t ' h i s residencia^'* 
and hastened away, carrying a considerable amount 
of treasure, it w âs said. 

Before his departure the installation took place, on 
September 16th, of the sixteenth viceroy, Lope Diez 
de Armendariz, marqués de Cadereita, a man of long 
and varied experience in the royal service. I n 1603 
and 1608 he figured as admiral and general of fleets; 
in which position lie showed himself quite fortunate, 
notably in 1625, w^hen he caused w4de-spread rejoic-
ings by escaping with a most valuable treasure.^^ H e 
afterward became majordomo to the king and mem-
ber of the royal council.^^ 

His reception created less attention than usual on 
such occasions owing to the restrictions placed by the 
king 011 costly pageantry.^^ Lit t le of note occurred 
during his rule; aífairs progressed to the general 
satisfaction. The Indians received protection, and 
scttlements were extended northw^ard, one in Nuevo 
Leon being named Cadereita in his honor. Yet his 
rclations wdth the audiencia do not appear to have 
been quite satisfactory,^* and at his residencia some 

"̂ The only notable charge was by the religious orders for his interference 
in tli'.ir appointments and other acta tending to lower their influcnce with 
Indiaus and others. Although this was not sustained at the time, a revival of 
the rcsiilencia to,jk place five years latcr, without any unfavorable results to 
C'ciralvo, it appears. A'i urion, in J'uinulfos deMex., I - I 3 ; Ccrrcdvo, Acu-
si -ioit, iu \'in ijcs dr Mcx. Iitsiruc, pt, 16-17; Sumnniego, ReL, 98-9; Polafox, 
El \'i'u. ,S'. iior, '.',. Doctor Quiroga y Moya was the .iudge. 

*' Ai) auuual thanksgiviui,' was ordered held in cousequence. Certain ac-
counts place his flcct at ei;i;ht galleons and that of the euemy at 109 vessels. 
A'j'i'J'ir, X'iutica Sacra, 2; Pap.Var., i. pt. i.; Papeles Franciscanos, MS., 
série i. tom. ii. J. 

6' He was accompanied by his wife, but his daughter remained iu Spain. Ve-
t'tncvrt, J'rut. Mcx., 14; JJávila, Continuacion, MS., 201; J<'iguen,n, Vindicias, 
MS., :>:>. His appointinent bore date April 19, 1635. Cedulario Xuevo, i. 344. 

•̂̂  (jnli III s de l'i ('oionu, VhS., i. 14. 
** A cédula of Ki.'í'.) reprimands the oidores for giving him bad advicc. Id., 

ii. 189; vii. :)-7. The names of the leading officials at the time may be gath-
ered ÍTO\n Cipcila, Jid., pt. i, 2; Cerfif. de Mercedes, MS., 124; Granados, 
l'urdc<, 385-6. 
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malice was exhibited, chiefly from his quarrel with ^ 
the archbishop. The real nature of this trouble is 
not clear, though it arose from the interference of 
each dignitary wâth what the other considered his 
special privileges and duties.^^ While the crown was 
not seriously alarmed, a similar quarrel in 1624 proba-
bly induced it to remove one of them. 

The prelate, Doctor Francisco j\Ianso y Zúniga,^^ | | 
had 011 April 12, 1628,^' been appointed to succeed 
the troublesome Serna. H e possessed many qualifi-
cations for his oflfice whereby he gained not only public 
approval but the confidence of the king. Educated 
at Salamanca, he took orders in 1608, became rector 
of Yalladolid university, vicar-general of Aloa, abbot 
of several prominent establishments, oidor of Granada 
in 1612, and finally member of the India Council; so 
that wdth high learnmg and ecclesiastic experience he 
combined the training of judge and political coun- :; 
selor;^^ yet we find him embroiling himself so far ll 
with the viceroy as to lead to his recall in 1635.̂ ^^ j ; 
Otherwise his administration proved satisfactory, aiid 'î 
among the people his memory was revered for the 
kindness and charity displayed in particular duiing 
the great inundation, and in aiding religious edifices.^'' 
The king indeed was not di.spleased, for he presented 
hini to the see of Cartagena and afterward to the 
archdiocese of Búrgos. In 1650 Zúniga entered the 
Indian Council wdth the title of conde de Ervias.^^ 

^^ Gonzalez Dávila, who wrote about this time, merely saj's, ' T w o encuen-
tros con el Virrey en defensa de la inmunidad de la Iglesia.' Teatro Ecles., i. 
61. The marchioness was actually to be prevented fromvisiting nunneries. 

®̂ Panes adds Mendoza. Virrcyes, MS., 96. jj 
*' Gonzalez Dá'vila writes 1629; but Zú iga was at Mexico already in Feb- îl 

niary of tliis year, and arrived probably at the close of 1628. )l 
^^He was bom at Ca as about 1582, and studied also at Valladolid. jf 
°*Cavo erroneously writes 1639. Tres Siglos, ii. I I . i 
^ Gonzalez Dávila speaks also of his liberal expenditures at the funeral of 3 

the iufante archbishop of Toledo, Teatro, 61, yet this act savors rathcr of ob- 9 
sequious calculation. ) 

*̂  And -visconde de Negueruela. Sosa, Episc Mex., 72. At his death, six 1* 
years later, he left treasures to the value of 800,000 pesos, which were placed l/l |j! 
under embargo. (xuijo, Diario, in Doc fíist. Mex., série ii. tom. i. 359. Yet 
the greater part no doubt reached his heirs. 
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Francisco Yerdugo, long connected with the inqui-
sition, and since 1623 bishojD of Guamanga in Pe ru , 
was appointed his successor at Mexico, but died in 
Augus t 1636, before the bulls reached him. '̂̂  Mean-
while the archdiocese was administered by Doctor 
Fernandcz de Ipenza, an intimate of Zúniga, who 
probably assisted in procuring for him the bishopric 
of Yucatan; but death overtook Ipenza before conse-
cration.^ The ncxt appointee to the prelacy of 
]\rcxico was a creole, Feliciano de la Yega, born a t 
Lima and thcrc educated. His great learning and 
brilliant talents procured promj^t recognition, and he 
became successively governor of the Lima archdiocese 
and bishop of Popayan and of L a Paz. The latter 
appointment was conferred in 1639 and in the same 
ycar came his promotion to Mexico. On arriving at 
Acapulco early in December 1640 he was seized wdth 
fevcr from whicli he died W'ithin a few days,*^* to the 
regret of the creole population at least, who were 
naturally eager to see installed as leading prelate one 
of their own class, though born in a distant land. 

"̂  At the age of 75, it seems, though Gonzalez Dá-vila says 80. He had 
been professorat SeviUe, iuquisidor at Lima from 1601-23, and had repeatedly 
declined promotion to Spanish sees. He dispensed all his income iu alms and 
dicd decply regretted. Teatro E<les., i. 62, 

^ T h c appointment was dated October 6, 1643. 
*̂ Thc body was afterward removed from INIazatlan to Mexico cathedral. 

He left a fortune of 800,000 pcsos, but no wiU whereby to embalm his memory 
in charities, observes Gonzalez Dávila, yet he adds: 'Fue vno de los mas 
felizes iii'_'cnios que tuuo el Reyno de Pirú. ' Teatro, i. 6.3-5. Of 4,000 de-
cisions made by him as ruler of the Lima see uone was revoked. The fortune 
above reierred to gave rise to strange coinplications as will be seen. 

Herewith I give broader references to some authorities consulted for the 
preceding ehapters: J'or(jucmadu, i. 306-11, 57-2, 618-19, 671, 690-3, 726-68; 
iii. 269-77, 380-1; Callc, Mem. y Xot,, 43 et seq.; Dáv'da, Continuacion, MS., 
PJO, passini; Alegrc, Jlist, Comp. Jesus, i. 36, 393-442; ii. 10-42, 11.5, 136, 
178-9; ('cjinla, lielucion, i. 4, passim; Conzcdiz Dáv'ila, Teatro Ecles , i 2. 
18, 4-J-6I, 9'J-6, 12'J-31, 1.S'J-ÍI7, 206-39; MeÆna, Chrtín. S. Diego, I I , 33-4^ 
44-9, I 1 3 - 5 : Í , 234, 240; Co',/(jllcdo, fíi.<t. Yucathan, 232-9, 409, passim; fíer-
rera, dec. i. lib. ix. cap. viii.; Tumultos de Mex., MS., 15 et seq.; Vetancvrt, 
Chron. San Evung., 13-2:î, l'JO-7; Id., Trat. Mex., 11-14, 30-9; Grambila', 
Tumttltos, MS.. 1-19; Burgoa, Geog. Dcscrip. Oajccca, ii. 305-6, 340-2; IcL, 
Palestra IJt<t., 139^8, 193-200; Fernandez, Ili.st. Ecles., 35-6, 56, 116; Car-
rii'lo, E.-itudios Ilist., 114; Vaz<juez, Chron. de GvaL, 255; Certificacionde las 
Mercedes, MS., l'J4: Col. Doc Inéd., xxi. 447-60; Concilios Prov., MS., 
1555 y 65, 216-17; Ordenes, de la Corona, MS., ii. 145-89; vii. 1-7; Remesai, 
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HisL Chijapa, 718; Papeles Franciscanos, MS., 2-5; Doc HîsL Mex., série ii. 
tom. ii., passim; Id., série ii. tom. iii., passim; Mexico, Rel. Svm. de Tu-
multos, 1 et seq.; Sigûenza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 15; Id., Parayso Occid., 
24-6; Mexico y sus Disturbios, MS., i. 16-54, 289-91, 361-451; ii. 1-676; 
Paeheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, vi. 380; Maltratamiento de Ind'ios, MS., 
1-8; Cortés, fíist. N. Esp., 18-22; Instruc Virnjcs, 263; Recop. de Ind., i. 
21, passim; ii. 27, passim; Montemayor, Svmarios, 56-9, 181, 216-17; Fi-
tjueroa, Vindicias, MS., 55-73; Morelli, Faiti Xovi Urh'is, 343, 355; Dvrango, 
Doc JHSL, M S . , 140-5; Mexico, Rrl. del Estado, passim; Cavo, Tres S' jlos, 
i. passim; Beaumont, Crôn. Mich., MS., 205; I'urrhus, fíis J^il;/rimrs, i. 84; 
ii. 791; Laet,Am. Descrip., 233-9, 251-316; JJuin!,ohIt, E.-iscá PoI.,i. '20^-35, 
674; ii. 817; LL, New Spain, 90-2, 100-5; / ' / . , Vcrsi'ch, ih 87-1-28; Santos, 
Chron. IJosj)., ii. 433-45, 458-61; 464-73, 589-90; Arlcjui, Prov. de Zac, 
81-3, 138-44, '243-4, 346; Mayrr, Mex. Azt,c, i. 149, 163, 176-98; Abispa de 
Chalpcmcingo, Escritos, 3Vr>; Dirr. UiJv., i. 139, 328, 342; ii. 212-19, 260, 
304-5, 378-9, 547-9; iii. 3'J6; iv. 489-93; v. '250-1; vi. 761-2; vii. 485-6; 
viiL 577; ix. 216-17, 260-1, 333-4, 504, 587-8, 805, 930; x. 369-70, 539-43, 
653-63, 761, SJ2, 928-9; A.juilur, Xaidica, 2-12; San Sanson, L'Amer., 18; 
Zcccdlos, JJist. JJun'/,, 135; Gonzalcs, Col. X. Lcon, 3-16; Alvarcs, Estudios, 
iii. 179-JJI, 461-505; Touron, JJi<t. Gcn,, vii. 278-02, 303-5; Arevalo, Com-
jnnd., 171-2; Mora, Rev. Mcx., iii. •J37-5(); iv. 2-43; Alhum, Mex., i. 351-3; 
CoifJ'rieJf, Xev:e Welt, 47^2-5, 596-S; Pou.ssin's Qucstion, 27-8; Arriliaga, 
Jiicoji., 1JJ5, 5-6; Hluhlenpford, Versuch, ii. 254-63; Frost's fíist. Mcx., 
i:]8-40; Kcrr's Col. Voy., x. 157-8; Gorrenl, Voy. (Paris ed.), i. 1; BiJfromî, 
Mcx., ii. 62-78; Samun'iccjo, Rel., 98-9; Prescott's Mcx., ii. 105-7; Cu</e, 
Voy. (Amsterdam ed. 1720), i. 68-116, '20.3-22; Id. (Paris ed. 1696), i. 2J5-45; 
Mull'r, licisnt en Mex., ii. 5'J-67; iii. 185-90; Arroitiz, Biog. Mex., 159-62, 
250-2; Id., Ilist. y Cron., 105-7; Xicolcú, Xcive und ]Var/iu,ftc, 305; Green-
how's Or. and CuL, 89-91; Oi/Hhy's Am., 245; R'thcra, Gob. M .x., 77, passim; 
Fancourt's IHst. Yuc, 176, 223; CasfUlo, D'ic fíi,st.,(JO, '269-72; Bustumaiite, 

\'ozde laPtdriu, i. 10-]'2; Al-.utc, Currtas, ii. 1J4-5; Grunad.is, J'ardc-t Am., 
340-1, 38.')-6; Larcnaudi'rc, Mex. et Guat. (Paris ed. 1843), l-'iO; S/ jiard's 
Land of l/teAzfcc, :)7-9; Varios Imjjresos, nos. iii. vi.-vii.; J'onsi'cay Urrui'ta, 
Jic(d Hac'ienda, ii. 12-22, 263-337; iv. 4'J9-50; v. 35'J-Ol; ('hunhurs CoL 
\'oy., viii. 767-70; Iiu,%<cli's líist. Am., ii. 106; Sosa, Ej,i.<cop. Jlex., 51-71; 
Wani's Ilist. Mc.r., ii. 282; Ternaux-Compans, Col. l'oij., si^iie ii. tom. v. 
322; Zamacois, JJ'ist. Mcj., iv. 41, 169; v. 246, passim; Bcdhucnu, Grandeza 
Jlcg., 1-140; Liceo Mex.', 'ú. ,5-6, 40-2, 52, 80-3, 119-3.3, 144-7, 164-5; Bur-
•niij's Discov. South Seas, ii. 273 et seq.; Mcxico, Rel. dc Crlres, passim; 
Bircmjrr, Col. I'o//., i. 202, 288-93; Compania de Jrsus, Dcfensa, passim; 
I'is/irr's Xational Mag., i, 249-54; Mosaico Mex., ii. 269; Mota-PudiUa, 
Conq. X. GuL, 271; linjistro Yucot co, i. 194-8; l'clusro, Exalt. D'iviit. Miser., 
39-49; Terranova y Montclcone, Esposicion, 21-63; Somoza, Breve XoL, 2-31; 
Rodrigucz, Carta Ilist., 2-6, 35-50; Soc j\Iex. Gcog., Boletin, ii. 7-8; iv. 19, 
73; V. ,349-52; viii. 165; Palafox y Mendoza, Venerable Se or, 5-7; Rivera, 
fíist. Jalapa. i. 77-91; Ilcrnandrz, Estad. MeJ., 28-9; Lacunza, Discursos 
fíisL, no. xxxiv. 486-512; Alaman, DiserL, iL 50-77, 236-9; iii. 19-28, 173, 
389; Monumentos Domin. Esp., MiS., 13, passim. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ADMTNISTRATION OF VICEROYS ESCALONA, PALAFOX, 

AND SALVATIERRA. 

1640-1648. 

ViCTEROY ESCALONA'S A R R I V A L — T H E BISHOP AND VISITADOR PALAFOX— 

QUARRELS ABOUT DOCTRINAS—A CoVETOUS R U L E R — F R U I T L E S S C O M -

PLAiNTS — S T A R T L I N G NEVVS FROM P O R T U G A L — ESCALONA'.S S T M P A -

THIES—AN IN.SOLENI' CAPTAIN—VlCEROY VERSUS BlSHOP—PALAPOX 

MADE ARCHBISHOP AND GOVERNOR OF N E W SPAIN—SECRET PREPARA-

TJONS—THE S T R O K E AGAINST E S C A L O N A — H l S VlNDICATION IN S P A I N — 

P A L A F O X AN A B L E V I C E R O Y — IcoNOCLASM — E P I S C O P A L L A B O R S AT 

PUEBLA — VlCEROY S A L V A T I E R R A A R R I V E S — C A L I F O R N I A E X P L O R A -

TIONS—S.4LVATIERRA'S R U L E . 

SATISFACTORY as the rule of Yiceroy Cadereita had 
been, the crown had, as it seems, some motive for his 
removal,^ and the appointment of a successor was re-
solved upon. Diego Lopez Pacheco Cabrera y Boba-
dilla, duque de Escalona and marqués de Yillena, a 
grandee .f Spain,^ was the personage selected as seven-
teenth viceroy. H e arrived at Yera Cruz the 24th of 
June 1640, though festivities in tha t city and at sev-
eral points on the road delayed his entry into the 
capital until the 28th of August.^ In the same fleet 
came the new bishop of Puebla and visitador general 
for New Spain, Juan de Palafox y Mendoza, with a 

' Troubles with Archbishop Manso y Zúniga may have been the cause. 
The reprimand of the audiencia would also indicate grounds for complaint. 

* He was the first grandee that ever lield the viceroyalty of New Spain. 
('utlc, Mciii. y Xot., 56. Escalona was a relative to the dukes of Braganza in 
Portugal. 

* Vtiancvrt, Trat. Mex., 14, followed by Gavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 12; Loren-
zana, IJ'tst. X. Esp., 22-3. Mayer, Mex. Aztec, i. 198, and Ribera, Hist. 
Jalapa, i. 91, state that his entry into Mexico was made four days after his 
arrival at Vera Cruz. 

(98) 
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special commission to take the residencias of the 
former viceroys, Cerralvo and Cadereita, and to in-
vestigate the commercial relations with Pe ru and the 
Philippine Islands. 

The new viceroy was a maii of fair speecli, and for a 
time won for himself the sympathies of the jieojDle, 
who expected from him a cliange for the better in the 
condition of aflPairs. A t this jDcriod commerce aiid 
niining industrics were depressed,* aud the common 
necessaries of life could be purchased only at cxorbi-
tant ratcs. ^NIoreover the church was in a demoralized 
condition, and the religious brotherhoods cver at 
strifc; the highest ccclesiastical dignity in New Sj^ain 
being represented only by a deputy. 

The bejíinningf of Escalona's rule showed soiuc 
activity. H e had been ordered by the king to make 
explorations on the coast of California, and soon aftcr 
his accession a commission was issued for that pur-
pose to the governor of Sinaloa. Certain Jcsuits 
accompanied the expedition; but the onl}^ purj)o>c 
which it served was to ascertain tha t the coast was 
rich in pearls, and, though cheerless and barren, in-
habited by j)eaceful tribes. In the mean time tlic 
viceroy aided eífectually in carrying out the ordcrs ^ 
which had been given him for the reformation of the j , 
doctrinas, the execution of which rested with the i 
visitador-bishop Palafox, an able, energetic inan, 
w^hose name became intimately linked with that of 
Escalona, and with the greatcst ecclesiastical strife 
which occurred during the seventeenth centur^. 

Juan de Palafox y jNIendoza was born in Fitero, 
Navarre, on the 24th of June 1600, and was of noble > 
descent, though a natural son. When ten years old he 
was legitimized by his father, Jaime de Palafox y j\Ien-
doza, marqués de Ariza.^ Having received an educa-

* The losses sustained by shipwrecks and pirates dnring the preceding ten 
years were estimated at 30,000,000 pesos. Palafox, El !>«. Seílor, 4-5. 

* The latter title has probably misled several authors, among them Vetan-
curt and Gonzalez Dávila, who give Ariza in Aragon aa his birthplace Trat 
Mex., 52; Teatro Ecles., i. 98. 
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tion in keeping with his rank, he intended to enter 
the army, but being dissuaded by his fatlier, he studied 
law and theology at Alcalá and Salamanca, where his 
talcuts won the admiration of his teachers and fellow-
studcuts. His fame soon reached the ears of the king, 
who suminoned him to court, and he was appointed 
in (juick succcssion to several imjDortant oflfices in the 
council of thc Indies, and of war. Dur ing this time 
he first cutcrtained tlie idea of changing his worldly 
li fc for a more sacred calling,^ and a few years later 
was ordained a priest, being appointed, in 1629, chap-
lain aiid chief-almoner to the empress, whom he ac-
companied to Germany,'' where he remained for 
scvcral years. On the 27th of December 1639 he was 
consecrated at Madrid, and on his arrival in New 
.'•'̂ pain, in June 1640, immediately entered upon his 
duties. I I is zeal and charity soon gained for him the 
love and obedience of his flock, while as visitador he 
knew so well how to temper justice with moderation 
that litigants highly resjoected his decisions. The 
oiily mattcr in wdiich he displayed unwonted rigor w âs 
the removal of friars from doctrinas, and in this he 
was seconded by the viceroy. 

Vor years great irregularities had prevailed in the 
aj)pointments to doctrinas, or neophyte congregations, 
a grcat numbor of which the religious brotherhoods had 
held in their gift since the time of the conquest. Friars 
wcrc installed and removed at wdll by their superiors, 
regardless of royal and pontifical decrees to the con-
trary, and of instructions dîrecting candidates to be 
exíuuined and approved by the bishop. Li t t le or no at-
tention was paid to the manner in which the doctrinas 

^Several miraculous escapes from danger had already predisposed him to 
this change, and the death of two promiuent courtiers hastened his resolution. 
His mother, who had become a recluse, encouraged him. Palafox, Obras, xiii. 
10, 1.3-47. J > > 

' He held also for some time the offices of a treasurer of the church of 
Tarasona and of au abbot of Cintra. VetancvrL Trat. Mex., 52; Gonzalez 
Jj'lcila, Teutro Ecles., i. 98. Lorenzana, in Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 251, 
mentions Palafox also as visitador of the royal convent of barefooted nuns of 
Madrid. 
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were administered, the only object seeming to be the 
accumulation of wealth at the expense of others. The 
bishop at once resolved to correct this abuse, and 
meeting with resistance on the part of the friars, 
proceeded to deprive the orders of their missions. In jii 
a short time he had established thirty-seven new tj; 
curacies, which formerly had belonged to the Fran-
ciscans, Dominicans, and Augustinians. I t must bc 
admitted that in some instances he w'ent too far, 
making a parish out of every district containing a 
small church or hermitage, if the ecclesiastics failed ^ 
to appear before him during the short term grantcd ; 
for examination.^ Finally, when the religious orders Í 
realized their inability to battle successfull}^ with tlie i 
united powers of the bishop and the viceroy, thcy | 
submitted under protest to the India Council, a incas- H 
ure which was of no avail to them, howcvcr, as tlic 
conduct of the bishop w âs approved. The general 
feeling of the population had doubtless been with the 
bishop, and they considered the great number of friars 
as a burden to the country, and one of little benefit; 
for a few years later petitions were addressed to Spain, 
urging that no more friars be sent to Mexico, and 
that no licenses be issued for new convcnts. 

Although an intimate friendship seemed to cxist 
between Escalonaand Palafox, whicli found expression 
in the frequent visits they paid cach other, the former 
had not been deaf to the comjolaints of the friars merely 
for the sake of the bishop's good-will. H e required 
a more tangible compensation, which was nothing lcss .̂  
than the assistance, or at least the non-interference, of í̂j 
the pow^erful visitador. Pleasure, and the acquisition ," 
of wealth, were dear to the heart of the viceroy. The ' 
duties of his oflfice were a sore burden to him, and he i 

^The Franciscans as the most numerous seem to have suffered most, 
judging from the long complaint of Vetancurt, who says tha t his order had 
to suffer many grievances. Only one Franciscan, of Atlixco, submittcd to 
the bishop's demand, and having been approved, was left in undisturbed pos-
session of his doctrina. Vetancvrt, Chron. San Evang., 14-16; Gonzalez Dâ-
vila, Teatro Ecles., i. 99. See also Cavo, Tre'i Siglos, ii. 13; Alaman, Disert., 
iii. app. "28. 
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willingly transferred them to his friends and courtiers, 
if thcy would only oflfer him opportunity for amuse-
mcnt, and his due share of the oflficial perquisites. 
The bcst oflficcs were thus given to the partisans of 
thc duke, and by them resold to the highest bidder. 
Among other measures he was induced to order a 
ccnsus to be taken of all the mulattoes, negroes, and 
mestizos, but for what purpose does not appear, save 
that of swelling his own cofifers, and those of his fa-
vorites. One of his attendants w âs put in charge of 
the granary, the stores of which were sold at exces-
sivc rates to the public; another was made judge of 
police and given charge of the pubiic water works. ' 
A_ third was appointed ^^62; de pulques under the pre-
tcxt of enforcing the laws against the sale of intoxi-
cating liquors, and made fifty thousand pesos a year 
by his oflfice. The sale of cacao was also inonopolized, 
and its price was so extravagant tha t only rich per-
sons could aflford to buy it.'̂ *' 

The people were loud in their complaints, but no 
whisper reached the ears of the viceroy,^^ for his friends 
did their utmost to prevent him from learning how 
great was the dissatisfaction his measures had created. 
Representations were made to the bishop-visitador, 
who argued with Escalona, suggesting tha t if the 
oflfices werc sold the proceeds ought to be turned 
over to the royal treasury. His counsel was disre-
garded by the duke, who was piqued by it, and after-
ward endeavored to keep aloof from him.^^ 

The viceroy still w^anted nioney to redeem his en-
cumbered estates, and a new scheme was devised by 
his ingenious financiers. A list of wealthy persons 

®Eveu the salinous water sold at two and three reals a load, and its use 
caused diseases among the population. 

•" ' If thus the wealthier classes were unable to obtain it, how could it be 
v\ i th those who had no nieaus, y con solo este desayuno ayunaban los dias y 
las uoches.' PcdaJ'ox, El \'en, Senor, 6. 

'̂  His rooms, iu the interior of the palace, were quite distant from that 
part ol tlie huildiug where the offices were situated, and to which the public 
had access. 

' - ' Pareciéndole quc cn no oyendo culparse no sería culpado.' Palafox, El 
Ven. .S' iior, 7. 
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was made, and all w^ere in turn invited to the palace ||| 
by the viceroy, who flattered them, feasted them, pro-
moted some of them to oflfice, and finally did them 
the honor of borrowing their money, the repayment 
of which in all probability w âs to be niade ad (jri'C'ca.^ ] 
calcndas. To refuse or to concede was alike danger-
ous, and many preferred the latter. So w^ell worked 
the contrivancc, that within a short time scveral hun-
dred thousand pesoe were obtained.^^ Occasionally ap-
propriations w'cre also made from the royal treasury 
and from the monopoly of quicksilver, the latter prov-
ing so injurious that the product of the mines was 
largely reduced." 

Cool as w^ere the relations between Escalona and 
Palafox, an open rupture had always been avoided by 
the lattcr, perhaps more from policy than from any 
other motivc. Evcn the viceroy's misconduct with 
i'cgard to thc armada de Barlovento, and the despatch 
of the fleet of 1641, did not produce any visible eífect 
on the visitador, though they widened the breach 
already existing. Orders had been given to the duke 
to proceed with the organization of this armament for 
the protection of the coasts and the escort of mer-
chant vessels. These instructions were carried out in 
the most carelcss manner; a large amount of money 
was drawn from the royal treasury and spent on ves-
sels scarcely seaworthy and altogether too small.^^ In 
addition, the despatch of the fleet was unnecessarily 
delaved until the end of July. I n vain the visitador 
had remonstrated; but though his advice was disre-
garded the result proved how^ correct it had been, for 
a storm destroyed the whole flota, and caused the 
crown a loss of about eight millions of pesos.-^^ 

ii 1! 
" Authorities differ as to the exact figure, stating it from 300,000 to 400,000 • " 

pesos. One Alvaro de Lorenzana alone is said to have loaned 50,000 pesos. 
'*I t is asserted that not one mark of silver entered the royal treasury 

under Escalona's rule. 
'^The amount is estimated at 800,000 pesos. Pcdafox, El Ten. Senor, 8. 
'* Palafox made of the viceroy's proceedings a charge of harboring seditious f ' 

plans; but this fell to the ground: for at Habana the fleet was placed under g J 
the command of an officer quite indepen^ent of Escalona. Esccdona, Defensa, K 'f 
in V'ir. Instruc, MS., série i., no. I, 13-14. 

'V) 
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During this same year the viceroy's covetousness 
was aofain a cause of oflfence to Palafox. The late 
archbishop elect, Feliciano de Yega, had died intes-
tate, soon after his arrival at Acapulco, leaving prop-
erty valued at eight hundred thousand pesos, and a 
controversy arose as to whom belonged the adminis-
tration. The bishop claimed it in virtue of his oflfice 
as visitador, and commissioned his vicar-general, Bar-
tolomé de Nogales, to make an inventory. B u t the 
property, or at least the greater part, had already 
been seized and jDlaced in safe-keeping by the oidor, 
Melchor de Torreblanca, by order of the viceroy; and 
when Nogales proceeded to comply with his instruc-
tions, he was strongly rebuked by Escalona, and also 
by Palafox, who yet strove to remain on good terms 
with the duke. Nogales returned in disgust to 
Spain;^' and the bishop, also annoyed, abandoned his 
claim and retired to Puebla.^^ 

During the first days of April 1641 news reached 
Mexico tha t Portugal and Catalonia had risen in 
revolt, and were a t w âr with Spain in defence of their 
proclaimed independence. The people of ]Mexico be-
came alarmed, for the viceroy was a near relative to 
the chief of the Portuguese insurgents, the duke of 
Braganza, and there was a large number of that 
nationality in the country. Many of them were 
wealthy and influential, and had always been treated 
by Escalona with marked favor. Fears were enter-
tained that the insurrection might spread to the New 
World, and the duke's behavior apparently justified 
this apprehension. Cédulas had been sent to the 

" ' Diciendo no queria estar en tierra donde tanto ataba las manos á la jus-
ticia la contemplacion de los senores vireyes.' Pakfox, El Voi. Seilor, 9. 

'* The money disappeared mysteriously; 'murieron (the 800,000 pesos) 
como su due o muy apriessa.' Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecl's., i. 65. Torre-
blanca was latcr suspendcd from office and banishcd to Tacuba, for the term 
of live years. In 1650 the council of the Indies pronounced asevere sentence 
against him—perpctual removal from office, exile from the New World, for 
ten years from the court, and a tine of 15,000 ducats. Cuijo, D'iar'w, in Doc 
JIiJ. M<x., Ist ser., i. 107. All this impUes that frauds were committed in 
thc administration of the estate. ' 
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viceroy to serve as a guide for his conduct toward the 
Portuguese, but they were kept secret, and neither 
the audiencia nor the visitador learned their con-
tents. The distinctions bestowed on the Portuguese . ,,.j 
were remembered; how one had been made castellan \\ 
of San Juan de Ulúa; how another, even after the 
arrival of the news, had been placed in charge of a 
portion of the troops, and received the rank of maes- " 
t re de campo; while a third was appointed comisario 
general.^'' I t was also asserted that, on the very day 
when the intelligence was received, Escalona, instead 
of expressing sorrow, dressed himself in gala costume 
and invited his friends to a banquet. 

One circumstance, however, although a trivial one, 
was brought forward as clearly proving the duke's 
disloyalty. I t was alleged that, when oflfered the 
choice of two horses, one belonging to Pedro de Cas-
tilla, and the other to Cristébal de Portugal , he cx-
claimed, after trying them: " T h e Portuguese is the 
better.'"^*^ This remark did not escape the strained 
ears of his enemies; and trifling as it was, it was 
afterward so construed as to form one of the heavicst 
charges against him.-^ The loss of one of the mail-
ships, despatched in the beginning of the year, also 
caused great excitement, and vvithout regard to in- ffi 
consistency of dates was by some persons interpreted 9 ! 
as a premeditated step of the viceroy to aid his rebel 
cousin in Portuo'al. 

o 

The feeling of the Spaniards against the Por tu-
^' I t seems that the first instructions from Spain did not order the dis-

missal of Portuguese officials, who were considered trustworthy, but ouly en-
joined strict vigilance. The duke retained them in office as there were no 
sufficient reasons for their removal. 

°̂ 'Mejor es el de Portugah' \''etancvrt, Trat. Mex., 14; Gavo, Tres Siglos, 
ii. 15; Bustamante in Paíayb.r, El ]'e.n. Senor, 79. The two last authorities 
say the horses had been given to the duke. Palafox, Respuesta, in Palafox, 
El Ven. Senor, 57, gives to the horses the names of CastiIIa and Portugal, 
and changes the 'viceroy's exclamation to 'Dejo á CastiUa por Portugal. ' 

^̂  Correspondence with Portuguese noblemen, observations appro\-ing the 
duke of Braganza's treachery, and even the project of a Portuguese invasion î 
were also on the list of accusations against Escalona, but proofs were never 
furnished, and it is not at all improbable that the bishop had a good deal to 
do with the circulation of such rumors, if not witli their creation. 

Il' 
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guese reached its climax on the 13th of Augus t 1641, 
the day of S t Hippolytus. When the usual proces-
sion of the banner met a body of soldiers with their 
Portuguese captain, the customary salute of lowering 
the flag was refused on the ground of the duke's 
absence.^^ The Spaniards, though greatly incensed, 
merely changed their route, and made no a t tempt to 
punish their insolent neighbors. Palafox, who soon 
afterward returned to Mexico, represented to the 
viceroy the necessity of punishing the captain and of 
adopting energetic measures to prevent an outbreak 
of the Portuguese, who became more haughty from 
day to day. Escalona agreed w^ith the bishop, but 
could not be induced to take any active steps, 
although the representations were repeated.^^ 

While the viceroy and Palafox were yet quarrelling, 
information reached Mexico tha t the Portuguese in 
Brazil had rebelled, and tha t a mutiny had occurred 
in Cartagena, New^ Granada.^^ The zealous visitador 
immediately held consultations with the members 
of the audiencia, the inquisition, and a number of 
prominent persons, and all urged him to reason with 
the duke, and call his attention to the impending 
danger. The dismissal of the Portuguese captain 
and those of his countrymen who held oflfice under the 
crown, and the disbanding of the companies of Portu-
guese soldiers, were deemed necessary. A n at tempt 
to obtain an interview with the viceroy failed, owing 
to the latter's discourtesy; and when the bishop ex-
plained his views in a letter,^^ the duke's answer was, 

*̂ No reason is assigued why the viceroy failed to assist. ' EI portuguea 
dijo: que no hallándose en él (the procession), S. E. á ningun otro ahatiría su 
bandera.' Palafox, EI ]J'u. Scnor, 10-11. 

2* Palafox, in his letter to the king, mentions the disrespectful language 
of the viceroy, saying that the latter, on one occasion, told the bishop's chap-
lain: ' por ahi dicen qu*? me alzo con esto, si eso fuese así, yo sería rey, y mi 
obispo papa.' Palafox, El Ven. Seiwr, 60. Tliere is no doubt that, as well on 
this as on other oecasions, the viceroy made merry with the serious remarks 
of the bishop, who really suspected a conspiracy. 

•̂* Cartagena de las Indias, as it was then called, to distinguish it from 
that of old Spain. 

''* ' Con maraviUosas razones y profunda reverencia le proponia la reforma-
cion del capitan portugues, y todos los demas puntas convenientes.' 

hA 
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" The learned always err." Nevertheless a meeting 
was convoked, consisting of lawyers, friars, and other 
personages with little or no judgment on political 
aflfairs. Moreover disputes about etiquette prevented 
any definite action. 

Comprehending at last the danger of greater delay, 
the viceroy issued a proclamation, ordering the Por tu-
guese inhabitants to deliver up their fire-arms under 
pain of death. The Portuguese captain was dismissed, 
and Palafox, in order to manifest his conciliatory dis-
position, went to the palace to congratulate Escalona, 
but was discourteously treated by the viceroy. The 
ill-will of the latter increased when his request to the 
visitador to pardon a certain prisoner was denied, and 
the bishop in some skilful manner contrived to secure 
the people's sympathy for his conduct. The duke re-
taliated, vexing the bishop by petty annoyances and a 
lack of courtesy; he persecuted his friends, and forbade 
him to interfere with the despatch of the Philippine 
vessels, a matter which belonged to the jurisdiction 
of the visitador. Toward the end of 1641 Palafox 
was desirous of returning to his diocese, but was pro-
voked by the sneering remarks of the duke^^ to remain, 
only to experience new oflPence in the following year, »1 
when the corregidor of Yera Cruz imprisoned a Car- )j 
melite friar on whose person were found letters which 
caused him to be suspected of being an emissary of 
the bishop, and the latter's efiforts in his behalf seemed 
to confirm it. Having failed to obtain from the vice-
roy the punishment of the corregidor, and the resi-
dencia of Cadereita being concluded, in February 1642 
the bishop retired to Puebla to attend to his duties, 
and to await the result of his reports to the king, 
w^hom as a loyal subject and in duty bound he had 
informed of the suspicious behavior of the duke. 

H i s patience was not put to a severe test. The 
king had always been aware of the viceroy's intimate 
relation with the Portuguese rebel, who had wrested 

**EscaIona said publicly he had ordered the bishop to retum to Puebla. 

I 
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from the Spanish sovereign an important province; 
the critical circumstances of the epoch and the abuses 
wrought by the viceroy's attendants, magnified as 
thcy w êre by the bishop, eflTectually undermined the 
king's confidence. Previous orders to exercise a w^hole-
some surveillance were now amplified, and the visi-
tador was ordered to take possession of the govern-
ment. Simultaneously his services were recognized 
by oflfering him the archbishopric of Mexico, vacant 
since the death of Feliciano de Yeofa.̂ '' 

These cédulas arrived toward the end of May 1642,̂ ^ 
and Palafox was not loath to assume the viceroyalty, 
w hich oflfice so well suited his ambition. He declined, 
however, the archiepiscopal see.̂ ^ The latter was in 
consequence given to Juan de Manosca y Zamora, the 
late president of the chancillería of New Granada.^" 
He was consecrated by Palafox on the 24th of Feb-
ruary 1645. KeejDÍng secret his appointment, the 
bishop proceeded on the 6th of June 1642 to Mexico, 
where his exaltation to the hio-hest ecclesiastical diír-

o _ o 

nity had filled with joy the whole population, save the 
viceroy, who congratulated him with such scant cour-
tesy^^ as to rouse the ire of the bishop, who occupied 
himself during the two follovving days wdth sending 
letters to Puebla, Yera Cruz, and other places, making 
known his appointment almost simultaneously. On 
the eve of Saturday the 9th of June, the final prepa-

^' Diego de Guevara, archbishop-elect of Santo Domingo, had taken pos-
session of the see in the name of Vega, and ruled until his death. Gonzaiez 
J)«r'da, J'calro Eclrs., i. 64. 

2'*Tlie coutemporary narrator, in Palafox, El ]'cn. Seílor, 18, says March 
23,1, which is likely to be a misprint, or incorrect rea<ling of the original man-
usci ipt. The time giveu in the text is supported by the personal statements 
of l'iilafnx, ainl intiiiiated by Cavo, Tres S'i()los, ii. 14. 

''^ Gonzalez Dávila asserts because he had vowed not to accept any other 
sec but that of Puehla. 

"̂ A nativc of Marquina in Biscay. He was educated in Mexico, studied 
in Salaiiianca, and held latcr, among other offices, that of inquisitor a tCar ta-
gena and Lima. ]'cfaitcvrt, Trat. Mex., 25. Some call him Manosca, others 
Zauiora; the first, his matemal name, was with preference adopted by him. 
l'anes mentions him as Juan Saenz de Mayorca y Zamora. Vireyes, in Mon-
•ii 'ifos, Dom. Esp,, MS., 99. 

' ' I t is also said tha t Escalona circulated reports that Palafox owed his 
elevation to his influence. 
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rations for the stroke were made in the city of Mexico, 
as the viceroy intended to retire to Chapultepec. A t 
a late hour of the night, after previously informing 
the members of the inquisition, and ordering them to 
be ready for action, the members of the audiencia were 
summoned to his house and showm the royal cédulas, 
which they obeyed, recognizing Palafox as viceroy. 
Subsequently the city council, municipal and royal 
oflficials, and a number of prominent citizens, who had 
been assembled, were likewise acquainted with the 
king's wåll, and all declared their willingness to obey. 

During the same night, by order of Palafox, the 
maestre de campo, Antonio Urrut ia de Yergara,^^ with 
th i r ty resolute inen took possession of ánd guarded 
the entrances to the viceregal palace, allow^ing all who 
so desired to leave it, but none to enter. This done, 
word was sent to the new viceroy, together witli the 
information, tha t everything within the palace was 
quiet and tha t there was not the least suspicion, 
Others had secured the prison, the mint, the house 
where the royal seal was kept, and several public 
buildings. 

Confident as was the bishop tha t his conduct could 
not fail to meet with the approval of the peoj^le, he 
still deemed it but prudent to have an eye to his own 
safety. A t five o'clock the next morning everything 
was ready, and the oidor Andrés de Pardo de Lagos,^^ 
accompanied by two alcaldes, the físcal, and a secretary, 
proceeded to the palace to notify to the duke his down-
fall.^^ 

Escalona was asleep when Lagos and his compan-
ions entered, ancl awoke to find the party on bended 
knee, as they apprised hiin of the king's latest reso-
lution. The secretary handed him the cédula, but he 

*' He is sometimea only called Vergara, in other instances Urrutfa. 
" In some places he is called Lugi or Lugo. 
•* Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 14-15, expresses his astonishment that they conld 

enter the palace -without encountering opposition. He forgets evidently that 
the guard, although only subject to the immediate orders of the viceroy, 
would not fail to obey those of the maestre de campo, the second commander, 
who, as haa been shown, sided with the bishop. 

1 í 

1 

í 
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returned it with the request tha t it be read to him. 
This was done, and raising himself on his shoulder he 
listened, speechless with surprise, to the words of his 
sovereign, who, under pretext of bestowing on him 
greater favors, bade him deliver up the reins of power 
to the archbishop and return to Spain. "This is a 
hard blow, but the orders of the king must be obeyed," 
was his answer. Informed that his successor had 
already assumed oflfice and demanded his early de-
parture from Mexico, he left the capital between seven 
and eight o'clock, poorly equipped and with a scanty 
retinue,^^ and retired to the convent of the barefooted 
Franciscans at Churubusco, a few miles distant. 
When the inhabitants awoke, they learned with 
amazement how close to the verge of rebellion the 
province had been, and that but for the prudence and 
cnergy of the new viceroy the stain of sedition had 
been branded on the most noble and loyal city of New 
)Spain. Such was at least the manner in which tlie 
friends of the bishop justified his conduct, and though 
the people believed it for a while, they were soon un-
deceived. 

On the lOth of June^® Palafox inaugurated his 
rule, and his first measure was to place under em-
bargo all the property and papers belonging to his 
predecessor,^'^ w^hose residencia he immediately began 
to take. The conduct of Escalona and of certain of 
his fricnds and attendants who were in prisoii, vvas 
closely scrutinized; but all efforts failed to secure 
cvidcnce of the suspected conspiracy. The people, 
always inclined to sympathize with the unfortunate, 

** ' En un coche de dos mulas, mal ali ada la persona y con un solo page.' 
Pcdafo'x, J'il Viit. Scnur, 21. 

^''The son of I'^scalona in his complaint to the king says erroneously that 
thc hishop took tliesc measures on the night of a Sunday, which would have 
becn Junc lOth. E<caloiia, Defensa in Vir. Iit.<truc,, ^iH,, Ist ser., no. I, 1-2. 
Lorcnzana, rcferring to the Libro de Cabildo, says Palafox entered into office 
on the 9tli. IIi<f, X. Esp., 23. 

' 'Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 14, followed by Zamacois, llist. McJ., v. 330, 
makes the improbable assertion, that tlie duke's property was sold at auc-
tion. 
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ere long pitied the duke on account of the new vice-
roy's harsh proceeding, explaining his alleged malefea-
sance as the calumniations of his enemies, and his 
mistakes in the government as originated by the bad 
counsel of his advisers. Later events seemed to jus-
tify this opinion, and having remained in the convent 
of Churubusco till the end of 1642 Escalona removed 
to the sinall town of San jMartin, about sixteen 
leagues from Mexico, and three months later returned 
to Spain.^'^ Here he vindicated his conduct so .satis-
factorily tha t the king intended to reinstall him in 
oflfice, but afterward bestowed on him the viceroyalty 
of Sicily and a grant of six thousand pesos of rental. 
H i s opinion vvas also consulted about the government 
of New' Spain, and among other suggestions he made 
was that of resuming the expeditions to California. 
There is no doubt tha t he became a victiin to the 
visitador's ambition or scruples, and that on account 
of his innate indolence his friends and attendants 
were allowed too much influence in the control of af-
fairs, but no evidence has been produced strong enough 
to convict him of disloyalty. 39 

I 
IM 

Whatever the reasons which controlled the conduct 
of Palafox in all aflfairs where Escalona was concerned, 
once in charge of the highest magistracy of New 

'* Wi th him he took written testimony of the city council, other corpo-
rations, and many prominent persons, giving evidence of his iunocence. 

^^ El Venerahle Se ior Don Jnan de Palafox y Mcndoza. Ju.<tijtcudo cii el 
Tribinialde laRuz"u, Mexico, 1831, pp. 79, published by CVirlos María de Bus-
tamante. This work forms part of the ]'ozde la Patria, and contains docu-
ments beariug on the altercations between Escaloua and Palafox, The first 
is a relation, written by a contemporary, apparently a friend of the bishop, 
but full of valuable information and less biassed than might have been ex-
pected. The second is a memorial to the kiug by the son of the ex-viceroy, 
asserting the duke's innocence and severely accusing Palafox. Another, 
apparently coetaneous copy exists in my manuscript collection under thc 
title Escahna, Defensa. The last document is the bishop's reply to the king 
concerning the chargcs preferred against him. Both the memorial and the í 
reply, partial as their origin necessarily stamps them, add few historical facts } 
to the first document, but are valuable because they reveal occasionally the f 
reasons which guided the two antagonists. Of later writers, most have ^ J " 
adopted the version tha t the removal of Escalona was an act of unuecessary S r 
caution in view of the slight reasons against him; others, like Alaman and 
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Spain he proved himself well fitted for the position. 
The abuses which his predecessor had permitted in 
the management of the public w ater-works and the 
granary were corrected; crime was severely pun-
ished; and frequent public sessions were held, often 
presided over by the viceroy himself*° The aflfairs 
of the royal treasury, of late a mine of wealth for 
unscrupulous oflficials, were reorganized, but Palafox 
himself did not draw any of the salary due him as 
visitador and viceroy. 

Yera Cruz and Ácapulco were fortified according 
to orders from Spain, the duties of maestre de campo 
more clearly defined, and tw^elve new companies of 
militia organized for purposes of defence. The vice-
roy then directed his attention to the improvement of 
ecclesiastical and educational matters. H e made re-
forms in the aflPairs of the church, visited the convents, 
framed statutes for the university, and, though a pro-
tector of the Indians, w âs sometimes severe in his 
endeavor to outroot such superstitions as still lingered 
in their minds. To tha t end a number of ancient 
.statues and idols, kept by preceding viceroys as tokens 
of victory, were demolished.*^ 

In the mean time a new viceroy had been appointed 
b}^ the crown, and to him Palafox delivered the reins 
of power, after a rule of five months,^^ during which 
brief term he gave unquestionable proof of ability and 
disintcrestedness. By order of the king, he gave to 
his successor a collection of ' instructions' to guide 

Ribera, confine themselves to a mere statement of the facts, without expresa-
ing their opinions. In addition to the authoritics already quoted I refer the 
reader for more details to l^tancvrt, Trat. Mex., 14; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 
11-15; Alcgre, Ili.<t. Comp. Jesus,iî. 237-8; A aiitan, Discrt., iii. app. 28-9; 
Rivera, Gobcrnaittc.s, i. 132-41. 

*" 'Diô audieneia.. .en que hablaban en dos dias cuantos no habian podido 
hablar á ,S. E. en <los a os.' Palafox, el Ven. Sn'ior, 23. 

*' This iconoclasm has been severely censured, and justly so, because a 
number of curious and doubtless valuable relics have thus disappeared. If 
ue had simply put them among other objects of idol-worship, the bishop 
would also have attained his purpose and remained exempt from the just 
charge of intolerance and fanaticism. 

*̂  Touron is in error when he states that Palafox ruled three years as vice-
roy. Ilist. Geii. Amérique, vii. 361. 
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him in the govemment,*^ and then turned his atten- 1 , 
tion to his duties as bishop and visitador.*^ The ij 
cathedral of Puebla, which had been commenced in j 
the middle of the preceding century, was completed,*^ 
the viceroy making a donation of 15,000 pesos, and 
obtaining within four years subscriptions amounting 
to 150,0(^0 jDcsos.*^ 

The building was consecrated on the 18th of April 
1649, and until the completion of the cathedral in 
Mexico w âs the finest church edifice in New Spain." 
]More than a hundred thousand persons were con-
firmed;*^ the college of San Pedro y San Pablo vvas 
founded, with a library of some six thousand volumes; 
the hospital de la Concepcion for orphans w as estab-
lished; and many other charitable acts^^ gave testi- i [ 
mony to the zeal of this worthy prelate. f) 

I n October 1642 the nineteenth viceroy of New | | 

*̂  These Instrucc'iones, as they were generally termed, should by order of 
the cro'wn be given by every vacating viceroy to his succcssor, and were gen-
erally rather a résumé of the coudition of thc country, with suggestions for 
the best governmeut, than what the title implied. Those of Palafox to ,"--̂ 1-
vatierra, contained in Morfi, (Jol. Doc, M,S., 7 ^ 6 , revcal a very thorou'j;li 
understandiug of the social and political state of affairs m Xew Spain at th;it 
timc, and embrace nearly all the iinportaut points which thcn might come 
uuder considcration. The character of their author readily accounts for ccr-
tain stress laid on ecclesiastical cooperatiou. 

••^His residencia was not taken until IG5J, and though he liad crcated 
u my enemies no cliarucs werc made. 'Xo resultcí. . .cai'jo, ni culpa alguna 
. ,iii liuuo Dcnianda, t^)ucrelki, ni (>,pitulo.' The couucil of the Indies pub-
lished tho sentence on Aiigust 8, 16.32. Suf/<íari,-)n cd M'-inorial, 31-2; Pala-
j'ox, Ohru<, xii. 465-7; xiii. 106-14; Cuj'o, Diario, in Doc Ilist. Mex., Ist 
ser., i. 'J 11-16. 

•̂̂  A royal cedula of January 19, 1640, had directed him to hasten the com-
pletion of the bnilding. 

^^ Rosende, in Palafox, Obrus, xiii. 57-60, followed by Touron, liisi. Gen. 
Amcrique, vii. 326-7, places the aniount at 400.000 pesos; but thc former's 
statemeut probably origiuated in the desire of cxtoUing the glory of his 
patron. Gonzalcz Dávila, Vctancurt, and Calle give the statements adopted 
in the text. Teatro Eclcs., i. 99; J',-uJ. Mex., 52; Mem. y X'ot., 66. García 
says that altogether 333,133 pesos 1 real 11 gi-anos were spent. iS'oc. Mex. 
Geog., BoL, viii. 175. j |!f 

*' A description of the cathedral, which contained many costly paintiugs 
and sculptures, and is said then to have been equal, if not superior, to the finest 
in Spain, is given by Rosende in Palafox, Obras, xiii. 55-61; also in Vetan-
crrt, l'rat. Mex., 48-9. 

ŝ i'ct'tncvrt, Trat. Mex., 52. Gonzalez Dávila says 60,000 from 1640 to 
1645. Tcatro Erlcs., i. 99. 

*' The bishop also established a nunnery, aided in the repairing of more 
than 50 churches and hospitals, and in the construction of convents. 

HisT. M E X . , T O L . I U . 8 
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Spain, García Sarmiento de Sotomayor, conde de 
Salvatierra and marqués de Sabroso,^^ arrived at Yera 
Cruz, and in the following month took charge of the 
government.^^ During his administration an expedi-
tion was despatched to the coast of Lower California, 
in charge of Pedro Por te r y Casanate. Troops were 
enlisted, and a large number of persons made ready to 
cmbark on board the fleet; for it was said tha t the 
pearl fisheries of that region were second only to those 
discovered by Yasco Nunez de Balboa. When all was 
in readiness the vcssels w^ere destroyed by fire. A 
second expedition was fitted out and set sail a few 
ycars later, but resulted in failure. I n 1648 Casanate 
returned to report to the viceroy tha t he had failed 
cvcn to discover any .spot suitable for a settlement. 

Dur ing this year Salvatierra was appointed to the 
viceroyalty of Peru.^^ His conduct meets with the 
approval of the chroniclers of his period, althoûgh 
the condition of affairs during his régime was far from 
jDrosperous.^^ Spain was engaged in external wars 
and the suppression of internal revolts; the attention 
of her sovereign was concentrated almost exclusively 
on European aflPairs, and though cédula followed cédula 
in quick succession they contained little save demands 
for money. Throughout the provinces commerce and 

^"Some authors say Sobroso; Zamacois styles him marqués de Sonora. 
Hi.st. McJ., V, 334. 

*̂  Vetancurt, J'rat. Mex., 14, and Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 16, say i t was on 
the 23d of Xovember. Lorenzana, Ilist. N. Esp., 23, and Guijo, Diario, in 
Doc Ili<f. Mcx., série i. 6, respectively place i t on the 13th and 15th. 

^^CogoUudo, Jli<i. Yuc, 701-2, says Salvatierra was somewhat reluctaut 
to deliver up the govcrnment; but tliis is not prohable, as the viceroyalty of 
Pem was generally held in higlier esteem than that of New Spain. / /On the 
I2th of June, 1648, his residcncia was begun, and though later discontinued 
hy order of the king, was rcsumed in Ju ly 1652. Ctdjo, D'iario, in Doc fíist. 
JÍI(X,, Ist series, i, 10, 15, '223. In June 1660 news arrived at Mexico that 
Salvatierra, after serving his term as viceroy of Peru, became temporarily in-
sane, and died shortly aíter his recovery, Guijo, tn Id., 443. Vetancurt says 
he died at Cartagcua when on his way to Spain. 

** Thc only serious charge brought against him was that he caused the 
Indians to serve as slaves to the friars and to pay their tribute in kind. The 
king disapproved of tho mea.sure, and in 1644 forbade it. Indiaus were to be 
exempted from all imposts, aud from servitude, unless they were paid and 
volunteered to do the work. ,Strict compliance with previous cédulas bear-
ing on the subject was enjoined. Maitratamiento de Indios, MS., no. 5, 1-2. 
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industries languished, and a crowd of quarrelsome 
ecclesiastics and indolent oflficials gathered in the 
wealth of the community. Flood and earthquake 
were among the causes that made the term of Salva-
tierra's administration memorable as one fraught with 
disaster to the people of Mexico,^* 

*̂ A towif named after the viceroy was founded in Guanajuato, and in the 
foUowing year declared a city. Quintana, in Soc. Jlex. Geog., BoL, 2da ép. 
i. 579. The ground, an immense tract of land, had been given by a certaiu 
Alderete under condition that a yearly rentof 2,(X)0 pesos be paid to him and 
his descendantsin honor of thedonation. Romero, Xot. Mich.,'223-5. Salva-
tierra was a man of simple manners, and much averse to the burdensome 
etiquette connected with his position. He frequently gave cause of offence 
to the oidores by his miceremonious conduct, and sometimes incurred severe 
rebukes from the crown. 
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DuRiNG the rule of Yiceroy Salvatierra there oc-
curred a bitter dispute between the regular and secu-
lar clergy, and one which though carried on only in 
]\Iexico and Puebla agitated almost all New Spain, 
absorbed the attention of the governments at Mexico 
and ]\Iadrid, and became a frequent subject for dis-
cussion and consultation to the holy see itself. On 
one side was the able, energetic, and strong-minded 
bishop of Puebla, Juan de Palafox y Mendoza, tem-
porary viceroy, archbishop elect of Mexico, and visi-
tador general of Ncw Spain. His adversaries were 
the Jesuits, who were not second to him in ability, 
whose ranks were thoroughly organized, who had 
the command of wealth wherewith to secure friends, 
and whose influence over the peoj)Ie was fully equal 
to tha t of the prelate. The early labors of Palafox 
have already been related; and in order tha t the 
means a t the disposal of his antagonists may be bet-
ter understood, I shall give a brief sketch of the field 

( l l G l 
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worked by the Jesuits since the beginning of the 
seventeenth century. 

The operations of the society extended not only to 
the capital and its neighborhood, but to northern 
regions. They partly held possession of Durango, 
Sonora, and Sinaloa, and from those points extended 
their missions into the unknovvn territory of California. 
Occasionally efforts were made in some districts by 
other orders, and by the secular clergy, to deprivc 
them of their predominating influence; but by ably 
conducted intrigues, or even open resistance against 
episcopal orders wdiich they regarded as encroaching 
upon their privileges, they contrived to maintain their 
claims. Wi th equal success they always regained the 
ground temporarily lost by revolts of the natives, and 
at the close of the seventeenth century were steadily 
extending their dominion toward the north.^ 

A t the same time, while their eflPorts were chiefly 
in tha t direction, they lost no opportunity to establish 
housesand colleges in other provinces, well awarc tha t 
if the education of the J^oung could be brought undcr 
their control their influence would be greatly extended. 
Thus arose their establishmentat Zacatecas, and later 
the one at Guadalajara,^ both of which becameamong 
the most prominent in the country. In the adjoining 
province of San Luis Potosí, there had been but two 
fathers during the early part of the century; never-
theless their work was so successful that in 1623 a 
college was founded,^ and notwåthstancling some tem-
porary opposition it prosj:)ered. A marked triumph 
was moreover secured by tlie order in Guanajuato, 
when the city, in 1616, chose San Ignacio de Loyola 

' For a detailed account of the Jesuit labors in the unknown region, I refer 
the reader to Ilist. Xorfh Mex. States, i., passim, this series. 

* Both were erected with money mainly derived from donations; that of 
Zacatecas was begun in 1616; the other of Guadalajara was commenced in 
1659, but the foundation did not take place till about 40 years later. Alecjre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 81-2, 416; iiL 64-9, 91-2; Jalisco, Notas, 16-17, 171. I X 

^Sinaha, Mem. Ili<t.. MS., 983-91. Voluntary gifts of considerable » 
amount were at first offered; later the inhabitants made a donation of a her-
mitage which had been founded under the name of Santa Veracraz, or San 
Sebastian. Alegre, ii. 141-2, 152-3. 
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as its patron saint. A t about the same time pre-
liminary steps were taken for the establishment of a 
college in Querétaro, but it was not founded till some 
ycars later.* 

On a more extensive scale were the Jesuit labors 
in IMichoacan. In their colleges at Patzcuaro and 
Yalladolid new converts were educated and made 
familiar with the native tongues of that region. Thus 
jDracticalIy all the religious work of the bishopric was 
in the hands of the society. This success was due as 
well to their zeal as to the veneration in which some 
of the fathers were held, among them Francisco 
Ramirez and Juan Ferro.^ 

While thus the society was gaining ground in the 
central and northern regions, it was less successful in 
the south-east. In Oajaca the missions of the Jesuits 
w êre in a poor condition,® and in Yucatan where a 
college hacl been founded under the most promising 
auspices,'' they could never attain the same influence 
as elsewhere. 

This failure, however, was more than compensated 
for in Mexico and its neighborhood, where their estab-
lishments were more flourishing than ever before; 
and costly structures, the number of which was con-
stantly increasing, gave evidence of their wide-spread 
influence. In 1603 was consecrated the church of 
the Colegio Máximo in Mexico,^ at that time not sur-
passed in magnificence by any churcli edifice in New 
Spain. The highest dignitaries often oflficiated there; 
among others Archbishop García Guerra, who held 

" Pedro de Egurrola is mentioned as the first rector. Alegre, fíist. Comp. 
Jesus, ii. •205. The same author gives many, though uninteresting, details 
connected with the fouudation. 

'" The former labored for 60 years among the Tarascos, and at the colleges 
of Pátzcuaro and Vafladolid. Ferro was famous as an excellent linguist, 
haviiig confessed persons in five or six different languages. 

"TÍie pomiuicaus, who predominated in this province, though otherwise 
stancli friends of the Jesuits, labored energetically to maintain tlieir o-wn 
superiority. 

' On May 19, I6I8. Later the pri-vileges of a university were also granted. 
('oiji,;i,ido, JIi<t, Yuc, 21.5-16, 449. 

' "Kl mas suntuoso quc hahia entônces en México.' Alecjre, Ilist. Comp. 
J'^u^, 1. 40S. J , f 

\ 



CHURCHES AXD COLLEGES. 119 

services during lent of 1608, the bishops of Oajaca 
and Michoacan acting as his assistants. The crown 
also favored the society a t this time. Since 1582 the 
college of San Pedro y San Pablo, established orig-
inally by the first provincial, had suflfered many 
vicissitudes, and when abandoned by the Jesuits iii 
consequence of the pretentious behavior of its joatrons, 
fell into decay. By a cédula of May 29, 1612, the 
management was again placed in the hands of the 
order, and the Jesuits took formal jjossession in Ja i i ^ 
uary 1618, after which it was incorjDorated with the 
coUege of San Ildefonso, although under the royal 
jmtronage.^ 

Another establishment of similar character and 
under the same name was founded some years later 
in Puebla, when Ildefonso de la ]\Iota, bishop of tha t 
sec, transferred to the society a church and scvcral 
houses for the foundation of a college,-^" with chairs 
for theology and philosophy. Yiceroy Cerralvo later 
endowed it with the privílege of bestowing univcrsity 
degrees.-^^ 

Since 1618 the Jesuits hadalso been presented w^ith 
the curacy of Tepotzotlan, where they had a house fi^r 
novices, and labored gratuitously as the natives could 
not maintain a regular parish priest.^^ Occasionally 
disputes arose, apparently originated by claims for 
greater independence from episcopal jurisdiction; but 
favorable reports of the ruling viceroys caused the 
society to remain in undisturbed possession for many 
vears. 

Stimulated by the success of their labors, as well 

^ Florenciíi, fíist. Prov, Jesus, 174-80; Recop. Ind., i. 212. At the same 
time the statutes for its government were issued. Alegre, ii. 96-103. 

"̂ For some uuknown reason the bishop abandoned his original project to 
establish a hospital for natives. Alegre, IJist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 155-7. 

'̂  The bishopdied before the chairs were established; and then the church 
of Puebla claimed that the donation was null on the ground that i t had been 
made by the deceased after receiving the last sacraments, and therefore uu-
lawfully, a statement which is refutedby Alegre. fíist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 155-
8, 193-4. Later a compromise settled the dispute. 

^̂  Ribas, fíist. Triumphos, 731-2, says it was the only curacy that the 
society held. 

í' 
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among Spaniards as natives, the Jesuits continued 
to amass wealth, though under the guise of poverty; 
and well aware of the sympathy bestowed on them 
by rich and poor, they were not afraid of adversaries. 
This appeared when, in 1639, troubles began be-
tween the Jesuits and the chapter of the cathedral of 
Puebla about a donation made to the society by the 
IDrebendary, Hernando de la Serna.'^ The dispute arose 
concerning a farm valued at sixty thousand pesos, and 
intended for the establishment of a Jesuit college at 
Yera Cruz. Notwithstandino- an order of the eccle-
siastical cabildo, forbidding Serna to make the con-
veyance, except to a party subject to the payment of 
tithes, the transfer was made to the society. The 
vicar-general of the diocese in consequence attached 
the remainder of Serna's property,^* to guarantee the 
payment of the tithes, and demanded that the dona-
tion be annulled under threat of severe ecclesiastical 
censure. Serna protested against the legality of such 
proceeding and of course received support from the 
Jesuits, who also disputed the authority of the vicar-
general.^^ 

Such was the state of affairs when Palafox arrived 
in New Spain. As he had always been a friend of 
the society, and had given repeated proofs of such 
fricudship, an immediate and favorable decision was 
expected. A t first his rule was promising for the 
Jesuits; the embargo on the prebendary's property 
and income w-as inodified so as to comprise only the 
amount of the tithes involved, and a free disposal 
allow'cd of the remainder. The bishop refused a more 

1' Bustamante, in Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 20, followed by Rivera, Gobernantes, 
i. 144, calls him Hermenegildo de la Serna, Alegre says Femando and Her-
nando; Palafox, in his dití'erent works, gives Hernando. 

" As an additional riason i t was said that two sisters of the donor owned 
a certain part of the farm, and heing nuns of the convent de la Concepcion, 
under the jurisdiction of the see of Puebla, their shares could not bealienated 
without episcopal cons< iit. Palafox, Carta dd Ven., 119-21. Alegre, fíist. 
(Jcjinp. Jesus, ii. 223-4, asserts that the donation was made by Sema and his 
motlier, and the deeil signed Feb. '22, 1639. 

^^Alegre, 226, carefully avoids meutioning why the cathedral demanded 
the revocation of the gift. 
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pronounced use of his authority, convinced that the 
request of the cabildo was founded on justice. H e ItR, 
therefore advised the Jesuits either quietly to await^ ^' ' 
the result of the law-suit then pending concerning 
the property, or to compromise, recommending the 
latter course.^^ But this counsel was not accepted. 
To compromise now, would seem to render their pre-
tensions unfounded. Applications were once more 
made to the bishop, usually couched in respectful 
phrase, but occasionally imperative in tone. No fa-
vorable answer ŵ as received, and thus gradually a 
colder feeling was created between the prelate and 
the society. 

Thus matters continued till 1643, W'hen a council 
of the Jesuit order,^' w^here Andres Perez de Bibas 
and Juan de Sangiiesa were elected as proctors, 
prompted the bishop to issue a document in defense 
of his church. This ŵ as despatched to Spain by the 
same fleet in which the proctors took their departure. 
The emissaries of the society obtained nothing in 
Spain, and, when this became known in Mexico, the 
provincial, Francisco Calderon, published a pamphlet 
against the bishop's policy. Palafox had meanwhile 
been exposed to many annoyances on the part of his 
former friends. Sermons were preached against him 
by the Jesuit priests, especiall}^ by Father Juan de«f 
San Miguel. During his illness in the beginning of 
1647, w^hen a great festivity was held in one of their 
churches, Iie was treated wáth open discourtesy, and 
much ill-feeling was manifested when the society lost 
another law-suit about an inheritance,^^ as they sup-
posed through the bishop's influence. AIl this con-

^̂  ' Que era mejor componer este pleito... y con soltar los diez, lograban 
los padres los ciento.' Palafox, Carta del Ven., 120. The want of the royal 
license for the projected foundation was another reason why Palafox refused 
to decide against the cathedral. 

" The usual time was November, but in order that proctors might be sent 
to iSpain it was convoked in February. 

*̂ They attempted to appropriate one half of a legacy of 50,000 pesos, the 
administration of which had been intrasted to the society as executors of the 
will. Paiafox, Carta del Ven., 123. 
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tr ibuted to bring about a rupture, which was to be 
felt throughout New^ Spain.^^ 

Palafox retaliated, prohibiting Fa the r J u a n de San 
]\IigueI from preaching, and complaining to the general 
of the order. The main issue was taken, however, on 
ash-Wednesday, the 6th of March, 1647, when his 
provisor and vicar-general, J u a n de Merlo, suspended 
the licenses of the Jesui t fathers to preach and to 
confess, until recognized and ratified by the bishop. 
A term of twenty-four hours w âs granted to obtain 
the confirmation. The members of the order were no 
less provoked than surprised at this edict, and re-
garded it as an inroad on their privileges. True they 
had not the exequatur of the India Council,^'' but they 
were, or at least thought themselves, jDrotected by 
their oflfice from the wrath of the prelate, who, more-
over, as visitador and viceroy had rendered them all 
possible assistance. The pending dispute about the 
payment of t i thes became iiow a secondary mat ter ; 
the great question was whether they should comj^Iy 
with the edict of the vicar-general. Two priests were 
sent to the bishop to inform him of the society's cx-
emption from procuring or exhibiting licenses and 
privileges; but this measure made no impression on 
PaIafox,w^ho as a former member of the India Council, 
and one w^ell acquainted with the entire system of 
colonial legislation, enjoined the Jesui ts either to prove 
their rights by presentation of the alleged documents, 
or obtain the necessary licenses after previous exani-
ination as to their ability.^^ Having thus failed, they 
strove to gain time, claiming that tlioy were subject 

^' Temporarily a reconciliation had been effected through the intercession 
of the Jesuit visitador Juan dc Bueras, but after his deatli the bishop was 
again persecuted. In (Jarfa del \'eii., 138-41, Palafox makes the hardly 
credible asscrtions that toward the cnd of 1646 the Jesuits attempted to ob-
tain from the viceroy his banishment from Xew Spain, aud, failing in that, 
even suggested murder! 

'̂*,Siich is the assertion of Palafox, which finds a tacit confirmation in tlie 
reticence of Alcgre about so necessary a formality. 

"^^ The bishop was douhtlcss right, but it scems as if the laws on the sub-
ject had not hecu rigidly enforced of late. Palafox, (Jl,r(i.<, xii. 17, 50, main-
tains that in three years only ciie .Jcsuit priest had applied for a license. 
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to the provincial in Mexico, to whom, they said, the 
aflTair had been submitted. A request to obtain in 
the interim permission to preach and to confess was 
denied. Notwithstanding areiterated injunction, how-
ever, on the 8th of March Fa the r Luis Legaspi de-
livered a sermon, which had been announced for 
several days. The bishop, now thoroughly roused, 
ordered a decree to be published, iinposing the greater 
excommunication and ecclesiastical censures on the 
Jesuits , who were described as transgressors of the 
tridentine council. A t the same time the inhabitants 
were w^arned against attending their sacrilegious miii-
istrations.^^ 

The Jesui ts obeyed the episcopal orders, and during 
the remainder of lent neither confessed nor preached; 
but meanwhile they made active preparations in ]\Iex-
ico, to vindicate their cause. A t a meeting convoked 
for tha t purpose by the provincial, Pedro de Yelasco, 
the appointment oíjueces conservadores'^^ wsiS resolvcd 
upon. The diflficulty in finding persons willing to ac-
cept such an oflfice, which necessarily would arouse 
the wrath of the visitador and bishop, w âs solved by 
the eagerness of the Dominicans, who somewhat reck-
lessly oflfered their services.'^* Two prominent mem-
bers of their order, Juan de Paredes and Agust in 
Godines, were elected;^^ a memorialin defense of such 
policy was published, and, if we may credit the Jesui t 
chroniclers, was received with general approbation by 
the most influential religious orders.^^ The bishop 

^̂  An order that the decree be fixed on the church doors was not carried 
out, perhaps from fear of scandal, the people being already wildly agitated, 
Alegre, ii. 283; but printed copies were distributed all over the countiy. 
The full text of the decree is given in Palafox, Obra.s, xii. 20-47. * 

^ This name was given to judges appointed to defend the rights and privi- | 
leges of a convent, church, or religious corporation against any violent acts 
from without. 

"^* 'Desde luego ofrecian hasta los cálices de su iglesia.. .para el socorro y 
gastos de la defensa.' Alegi-e, ii. 286. 

^̂  Bribed by a gift of 4,000 pesos, says Palafox. 
''^So says Alegre, followed by a number of -writers ; he also gives extracts 

of the testimony obtained in favor of his society. Hi^t. Comp. Jesus, ii. 
289-91. Guijo, liowever, a contemporary and probably more impartial author, 
says that opinions were divided as to whether the appointment was a p m 
dent step. D'iario, in Doc fíist. Jlex., Ist ser,, i, 11. 

ll 
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protested through his attorneys, the fiscal Pedro 
Melian and the maestre de campo Antonio de Yer-
gara y Urrutia, but was overruled by the viceroy 
Salvatierra, who, advised by his asesor, excluded the 
audiencia from jurisdiction in the matter,^' and declared 
the appointment to be valid. The archbishop of Mex-
ico, Mailosca, having given a similar decision, the 
Jesuit provincial boldly demanded the nullification 
of the bishojD's decree, and that the fathers at Puebla 
be restored to their former ministries. 

This request was but too easily granted by the 
judges, who on April 2, 1647, pronounced a decision 
îommanding the bishop to revoke within six days the 
.jenalties imposed, grant provisional absolution to the 
persons concerned, reinstall the fathers in the offices 
of w^hich they had been deprived, and revoke what-
ever had been printed during the controversy. The 
bishop and his vicar-general were to become îiable to 
the greater excommunication and to heavy fines in 
case of non-compliance, and to more severe penalties, 
as general interdict, for continued disobedience.'^ 
Through the influence of the comisario general of the 
Franciscans, Palafox obtained a temporary delay from 
the viceroy, but Jesuit intrigues were brought to bear 
on the latter and his asesor, and the order remained 
in force. 

About the same time a libel was published, defend-
ing the policy of the society. The state of aflfairs 
now became exciting. The bi.shop and his provisor 
cxcommunicated several teachers in the Jesuit college. 
Iii return the judges imposed upon them the same pen-
alty for their disobedience. The inhabitants of Puebla 
were in a serious dilemma, as on the one hand they 

^'On the ground that the oidores were subject to the bishop as visitador. 
This was trae, but the law provided for such cases, and the viceroy could 
never concentrate in his o-wn person the entire jurisdiction. Salvatierra was 
in fact reprimanded by the king for his illegal conduct. 

•̂= Guijo adds that the bishop's property at Puebla was sequestered by the 
alcaldc mayor, Agustin de Valdés, and that he was suspended as visitador. 
Tlie text of the sentence is given in Alegre, fíisL Comp. Jesus, ii. 293-7, and 
in Pcdafox, Obras, xii. 113-16. 

.\Jl 
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were unwilling to forsake their beloved bishop, while 
on the other they saw arrayed against him not only 
the Jesuits, whom they equally esteemed, but also 
the viceroy, the archbishop, and the religious orders. 
Each party forbade, under severe penalties, tha t the 
decrees of the other should be read or published. An 
essential matter had, however, not yet been disposed 
of—the notification of the sentence to the bishoj) 
and his vicar-general. The curate of the church 
of Mexico, Cristôbal Gutierrez de Medina, together 
with Miguel Ibarra, being commissioned to proceed 
to Puebla, for this purpose repaired to the Au-
gustinian convent and there published the verdict. 
Simultaneously by order of the inquisition several 
persons w^ere arrested and sent to Mexico with a 
view to maintain peace. 

Aware of his great influence among the people, 
Palafox now" proceeded to extreme measures. A trib-
une draped in black was erected in the cathedral; the 
bells were tolled during a whole nio;ht; and the next 

o o ^ 

morning, accompanied by the greater part of the chap-
ter, the bishop pronounced, according to the solemn 
ritual of the church, an anathema against the judges, 
the proctor, and several of the teachers of the socicty. 
A t the same time Palafox himself delivered a stirrinsf 
discourse on the lamentable fate of the excommuni-
cated. The excitement became intcnse: and had it 
not been for some of the more prudent, who kept „ . 
watch, the Jesuit colleges would have been burned j^\}. 
that night by fanatics assembled in the streets of 
Puebla. 

I n order to secure the approval of the pope, on the 
25th of May, 1647, Palafox wrote a long report to 
Innocent X., in which he complains bitterly of his 
oflfended dignity, and tells his suflferings of late sus-
tained at the hands of the Jesuits, who not onl}^ strove 
to make themselves masters of the entire wealth of 
New Spain, but to undermine the authority of the 
church. H e also defends his own policy and requests 

,§»-» 
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that eflfectual measures be taken to solve existing diffi-
culties.^^ 

As soon as the tumult in Puebla became known 
in Mexico it was resolved that the judges themselves 
should proceed thither. The bishop remonstrated, 
hinting at serious disturbances which might arise, and 
showed a desire for a reconcilation; whereupon a 
lengthy correspondence ensued, the fiscal, Yiceroy Sal-
vatierra, and the municipal authorities of Puebla open-
ing negotiations with the prelate for a settlement of 
the dispute.^" The jDreliminaries were arranged; a 
meeting was convoked by the viceroy for the 15th of 
June, and all were hopeful that at length matters 
would be adjustedjW'hen an untowardincident occurred. 
The bishop suddenly disappeared from Puebla, and 
none knew of his whereabouts. Whatever may have 
been the reason which prompted his flight, distrust in 
the sincerity of the proposed reconciliation seems to 
have been the principal motive.^^ I t w âs afterward 
knovvn that he had retired to Tepeaca, nine leagues 
distant, leaving the aífairs of the church in charge of 
Alonso cle Salazar Yaraona, Nicolás Gomez, and Juan 
de Merlo, and advising them not to yield to the pre-
tensions of the Jesuits and their allies.^^ 

The rule of the bishop's delegates was very brief. 
As soon as the flight of Palafox became known in 

* T h e full text of the report is given in Palafox, Carta, 1-38, and Id., 
Obras, xi. 27-60. 

'" ín the beginning of May, the fiscal of the inquisition had presented a pe-
tition to the archbishop for that purpose, but was discourteously received and 
ordered from his presence when he repeated his request. Guijo, Diarío, in 
Doc fíist. Jlex., Ist ser. i. 1-2-13. 

^̂  Guijo asserts that the partial administration of justice, and the want of 
a competent tribunal in New Spain to which to appeal, induced the bishop 
to flee. In a letter to the pope of Jan. 8, 1649, he says that his flight was 
caused by menaces to imprison, exile, and even to kill him, and that he 
also wished to evade the bloodshed which otherwise had become ine-vitable, 
as his f riends at Puebla would have inade armed resistance. This assertion, 
as well as a similar one in the report to the king, is certainly exaggerated. 
Palafox, Obras, xi. 68-71, xii. 204:-I8. 

'^ The formal appomtments were made in a letter from Tepeaca, and con-
firmed together with instructions by several others from the same place, 
written during his residence there. Palafox, Obras, xii. 218-22; ScUisfacion 
al Jlemorial, 55-6. 
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Mexico, Captain Diego Obregon was despatched to 
Puebla to maintain order, accompanied by the jueces 
conservadores, and soon after the Jesuit provincial, Ijll 
Pedro de Yelasco, arrived. They were received with (.' 
ringing of bells and demonstrations of joy on the part 
of the people, who were somewhat disgusted with the 
conduct of Palafox. The Jesuits had now the victory, 
and knew how to use it. Only two of the appointed 
provisors were there, and it was not very difficult to 
oblige them to resign, and to appease the faint pro-
tests of the other members of the chapter.^^ )j 

The see of Puebla was declared vacant and its con- 1; 
trol assumed by the cabildo, the members of which 
submitted, or at least a majority of them, to the 
judges. The decrees of excommunication published 
by the bishop vvere removed,^* and the Jesui ts again 
placed in possession of their former functions, the 
farce of an examination of their licenses having previ-
ously taken place.^^ AIl the former prohibitions and 
excommunications pronounced by Palafox were re-
voked and the inhabitants of Puebla admonished to 
visit the churches of the Jesuits. Having thus com-
plied with their mission and, as they regarded it, 
restored peace in the turbulent diocese, the judges re-
turned to Mexico. 

Soon after these incidents news arrived tha t Salva-
tierra had been promoted to the viceroyalty of Pe ru 
and would be succeeded in New Spain by the bishop 
of Yucatan, Márcos de Torres y Bueda. Supposing 
tha t the new viceroy w^ould favor his cause, Palafox 
left his place of retirement, and in November 1647 
returned to Puebla, where he found a cédula remov-

^ Alegre attempts to prove tha t no forcible means were used to that efféct. 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 312. 

'* The dean of the cathedral, Juan de Vega, removed with his o-wn hand 
from the church doors the censures issued by Palafox, which he himself had 
approved. Vega and another prebendary hadbeen most diligent in declaring 5 
the see as vacant, owing to a bribe received from the Jesuits, as was proved ) 
in later years. Guijo, Diario, in Doc. JJi.<t. Jlex., Ist ser. i. 91. ,' 

*5 An edict of the chapter dated July 19th declared the buUs and privileges 
of the society to be sufficient to prove their rights and that they were in ac-
cordance with the instractions of the tridenttne council. Alegre, ii. 311-17. 
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ing him from his office as visitador general;^^ but after 
some difficulties, originated by the Jesuits, he was 
again recognized as prelate of his diocese.^^ His first 
measure was to renew his protests against the pro-
ceedings of the judges and to request of the viceroy 
a reconciliation, or at least a temporary revocation of 
the censures and edicts, leaving the decision of the 
entire matter to the India Council. The proposal was 
accepted and peace seemed to be restored, the more 
so, when at Christmas the Jesuits paid the bishop 
the customary visit of respect, " humbly to kiss that 
hand of w^hich the Lord had chosen to make use to 
deal them such afflicting, sensible blows." The color 
of afíairs, however, was changed, when in May 1648 
bishop Torres y Bueda took possession of the govern-
ment, and cédulas were received which the bishop 
interpreted as favorable to his cause. Already, before 
his flight from Puebla, he had sent messengers to 
Bome and Madrid, there to plead in his behalf, and a 
subsequent letter, written during his retirement,^ 
again urged the king for redress. In reply there 
arrived letters from the court dated January 25, 1648, 
reprimanding the viceroy,^^ the audiencia, and the 
archbishop for lack of neutrality, and the Dominicans 
for promoting scandal instead of supj^ressing it; the 
judges w êre suspended; the provincial of the Jesuits 
was reproved for having gone too far; and orders were 

'^Pedro de Oalvez, alcahle of Granada, was appointed to finish the 'visita. 
He an ived m 1650, and having coneluded his mission, returned to Spain in 
the beginning of 1654. (Juijo, JJiurio,inDoc. JJist. Jlex., Is t ser. i. 107-276, 
]ias-.iiii. 

"' He found on tliis occasion the support of the viceroy, who apparently 
ilcsircil a reconciliation. Rivcra, Cohri'nuufrs, i. 149, says erroneously that 
this occurred iu the hccnnning of August, 1647. 

^^Dated Septembi r 12, 1647, from Chiapa, near Tepeaca, and containing a 
narrative of all the evcnts tliat had occurred since March of that year. Re-
ferring to the numerous copies of documents and libels, issued by both par-
ties, the bishop defends liis conduct and divides the blame and responsibility 
between the Jesuits, as insti<:ators, and the viceroy as cooperátor. Pro-
testing liis conciliatory disposition, he requests the king to adopt measurea 
powerful enough to avoid in future similar excesses, especially those com-
mitted by the representative of the crown. Palafox, Obras, xii. 176-285. 

''^Rivera, Gohernantes, i. 150, makes the strange assertion that Salvatierra 
was removed to the 'viceroyalty of Peru in consequence of liis interference. 
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given to transfer all documents bearing on the subject 
to the council of the Indies for final decision.*^ Pala-
fox did not escape censure, and was enjoined to pursue 
a niore conciliatory policy; but the reproof was un-
heeded by the bishop, w ĥo displayed anything but a 
forgiving spirit, especially in the prosecutions insti-
tuted against those prebendaries of his church who 
had been rather eager to recognize the jueces conser-
vadores and declare his see vacant. His vicar-general, 
Juan de Merlo, conducted the trial and sentenced the 
accused to removal from office and heavy fines. They, 
however, escaped the execution of the sentence by 
taking refuge in the Jesuit college of Mexico, where, 
although excommunicated, they said mass and other-
wise officiated as priests, appealing to the audiencia 
and later to the archbishop. 

Under the new viceroy there was a decided ten-
dency to side with the bishop; and availing himself of 
this circumstance he instituted proceedings against the 
alcalde mayor of Puebla, who during the disturbance 
had sequestrated his property. H e also coimived at 
petty annoyances of the Jesuits, w^ho in Sejitember 
1648 presented several complaints to the bishop-gov-
ernor." Fortune again seemed to favor them, for at 
this juncture a royal cédula arrivcd, directing Palafox 
to return immediately to Spain, the order being made 
more stringent by an autograph postscript of the king.*^ 
Great but short-lived were the rejoicings of the order 
at the supposed downfall of the bishop, for they were 
soon to hear of the decision given against them by 

*" The text of several of tlie cédulas is given tn Ordenes de la Cortína, MS., 
i. 7, ii. 200; Pcdufor, (Jhnis, xii. 286-8; Alegre, Hist. Gomp. Jestis, ii. 331-3; 
Satisfacion al Jlemorial, 38-9, 49; see also Guijo, Diario, 6, 16. In 1654 the 
appointment of jueces conservadores against bishops and archbishops was 
strictly forbidden. Montemayor, Svmarios, 39. 

*̂  "The grounds of complaint are minutely given in Alegre, fíist. Comp. 
Jesus, ii. 335-8, and relate chiefly to supposed calunmies and petty vexations 
to which they claim to have been exposed. 

*'The orderis given in hrief and peremptory tenns, but faintly covered 
by the polite phrases interwoven with the text, and these are more than neu-
tralized by the addition in the king's own handwriting. StiU the biographer 
of Palafox extols the latter as a rare and noteworthy mark of esteem. The 
fuU text is givenin Palafox, Obras, xii. 463-4; Satisfacion al Memoríal, 30-1. 

Hisc. M E X ., VoL. III . 9 
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Pope Innocent X. A brief of the 14th of May 1648 
contains the resolutions adopted by a congregation 
of cardinals and prelates, to w hom the investigation of 
the complaints made by Palafox had been transferred 
by the holy see. The society w âs placed under the 
jurisdiction of the bishoj) in all the disputed points, al-
though at the samc time lenient measures were recom-
meiided to Palafox;^^ general absolution was granted 
him; and all rights and jorivileges conflicting with this 
decision declared null and void. 

Wi th proud satisfaction the prelate sent a copy of 
the brief to the Jesui t fathers of the colleges at 
Puebla, and hovvever great their reluctance might be, 
thcy could not openly disregard the pontifical orders. 
After deliberating about the matter, they expressed 
their willinírness to obev, and on October 23d exhibited 
tlieir licenses, which were not only ratified by Palafox 
but supplemented with new ones. A short time after-
ward an episcopal decree revoked all the previous 
censures and restrictions. While the Jesui ts submit-
ted they protested, however, against the pope's brief 
in so far as it had arrived without the exequatur of 
the India Council, and so well they knew how to 
avail themselves of their influence tha t although this 
necessary requisite w âs later formally issued, years 
elapsed before it could be ordered by the audiencia 
tha t the papal brief should take eflPect.** On the ad-
vantagc thus obtained all their subsequent opposition 
was founded,'^' for th(^y had always sufficient friends, 

*̂  They could not preach or confess in their own churches without notify-
ing the bishop, or in any other without his consent; and were forbidden to 
appoint jucces conservadores, or to excommunicate the bishop or his vicar-
general. Forfull textof the brief, see I'alctfox, Obras, xii. 289-308. Alegre 
asserts that this decision was obtaiueil because the messenger of Palafox ap-
peared in Rome unexpectedly, and the proctors of the society, almost ignorant 
of the whole affair, had no documents to prepare a conipreheusive defense. 
Ilist. Conip. Jesus, ii. 340-1. The same author in Id., 34^2-9, explains several 
of the deeisious with the sophistry characteristic of his order. 

*^The execution of the papal brief had been ordered by royal cédulas of 
Dec. 12. K;4S, and March 18, 1651. Palafox, Obras, xii. 318-19. 

*^Difficulties created by the bishop about licenses for younger Jesuit 
fathers, and the peremptory demand for the execution of the papal brief, were 
the main reasons which revived the dispute. 

,iááiå§ fl^H 
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both at Madrid and in Mexico, to procure a delay. 
Their eflPorts to secure in Mcxico the coôperation of 
other religious orders, to support their continuous 
petitions, were only successful to a limited degree. 
The provincial of the order of Mercy, who had con-
sented to sign them, w âs strongly rebuked by tlie 
vicar-general in Spain, and forbiclden again to accede 
to similar requests.*^ 

Meanwhile there had been a bitter controversy bc-
tween the bishop and thc Jesui t provincial, Andrt]'-^ de iij' 
Bada, about thc formal execution (>f the j)apal brief, 
and this w âs terini'iatcd only by the departurc of Pa-
lafox for SjDain*' in ]\Iay 1649. After that event the 
dispute which for ten ycars had excited general inter-
est both in Spain and the Indies aj^proached its eiid; 
for although it was continued by the vicar-general, 
Juan de Merlo, wdiom Palafox liad left in charo^e of 
Iiis diocese, it never again assumed such scrious jiro-
portions as before. The trial of the prebendarics was 
continued, and the demands for the execution of tlie 
jjapal brief were repeated, but the matter dragged 
along without decisive result till 1650, when Yiceroy 
Alva de Liste ordered the restoration of the j)re-
bendaries to their former offices.*^ In Rome the iii-
restigation of the disputc was continued till late iu 
1652, and resulted in the ratifîcation of the former 

**The friendship formerly existing between the Jesuits and the Dominicans 
also ceased. Juan Paredes, one of the judges, was by the general of his or-
der deprived of all his titles and honors, reinoved from his position as provin-
cial, and subjected to other penalties. The other judge, Godines, died 
Buddenly at Vera Craz some tinie before. 

'̂ The letters are dated April 7 and 14, 1648, and May 4, 1649. AII of 
them reveal the great animosity between the bishop and the society, and 
though full of pious phrases, are highly acrimonious. They are given in 
Papeles dc Jesuitas, MS., no. 1, 1-17; Palafox, Ohras, xii. 387-418; Id., Car-
tas, 10-64. Tlie latter coUection contains also letters of the bishop to high 
church dignitaries in Spaiu, and memorials bearing on financial frauds 
at tr ibuted to the society; together with the Satisfacion al Memorial and 
other letters of Palafox it was for a number of years forbidden by the iuquisi-
tion and placed on the expui'gatory index. I have consulted several of these 
works aud obtained much valuable iufonnation therefrom. 

*^0ne of them, Montesinos, had died in the mean time; but the deau, 
Vega, was reinstated, an event wliich was solemnly celebrated by the Jesuits, 
thougli ostensibly the festivities were in honor of the viceroy's recent arrival. 
Guijo, Diarío, in Doc Hist. Mex., Ist ser., i. 89-90, 124^5. 
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decision given in 1648. On the 27th of May 1653 a 
new^ brief was issued by Innocent confirming the pre-
ceding one, and enjoining perpetual silence uj)on both 
parties. A royal cédula of June 30, 1653, ordered an 
exequatur to be issued by the council of tlie Indies. 
A scmi-official letter of Cardinal Spada to Palafox, 
dated December 17, 1652, wdiile gently rebuking 
the prelate, acknowledges hiin to be in tbe right on 
the whole qucstion; but the Jesuits would not accept 
their defeat, and made extracts from the briefs and 
cédulas apparently terminating the matter in their 
favor, though the final t r iumph of the bishop is 
beyond question.*'' 

On his arrival in Spain Palafox had yet to realize 
tlic implacable character of his enemies. Having 
reached his native couutry after a tiresome voyage of 
nine months, he expected in vain the honors which 
had beeii promised him. The king had intended to 
promote him to the see of Cuenca, one of the most 
important in Spain, but was dissuaded, owing to the 
intriguos of the prime minister, prompted by the 
Jes'Liits.^" Years elapsecl, and it was not until 1653 
tha t the bishopric of Osma, one of the least in impor-
tancc, was oífered him. H e took possession the fol-
low iug year and labored w^ith his usual zeal. Though 
his straitened means wcrc a great drawback to the 
Iat( r years of his ministry,^^ he gained the love and 
esteem of his flock, ancl univcrsal grief was expressed 
wdicn his d(3cease occurred on the Ist of October, 

•** The litcral text of the last meiitioned documents, together with coin-
uients on their judicial value, is given in Pulul'ox, (Jhrns, xih 481-563. The 
intcrprctation given h}' the Jesuits was printed a t Rome in 1653 under the 
title /'('/< de la Causa AiiiiL'',])otituiiu, but placed on the expurgatory mdex of 
1664 hy Pope Alexandcr \'IÍ. ior having been artfully included in the Btdario 
Romaito of 1655. 

"̂ The Jesuits aud tlie friends of tlie formcr viceroy Escalona were doubt-
less the chief instig;itors, and exerted all their in uence to humiliate him if 
possihle. l;ivei;i, Colx ritattics,i. 194, suruiihes that the dukeof Alburquerque, 
in 1653 viceroy of Mexico, also intrigued against Palafox, but there was no 
rcas, ,11 for him to do so. 

^̂  The income of the bishopric was small, and Palafox had retumed from 
Xc\\ Spain burdened with a debt of 140,000 p( .sos. He was so poor that he 
ha 1 to borrow the amount necessary to pay the buUs for the bishopric of 
Osiua. Palafox, (Jhrus, xiii. 140-7. 
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1659."^- His funeral took place with the ceremonies 
becoming his rank; the corpse w âs buried in the 
principal chapel, and an elaborate tombstone w^ith a 
eulogy of liis character placed over his grave. Thus 
ended in an insignificant towm of Spain the career of 
a man who had been vested with the hisîhest civil and 
ecclesiastical powers ever conferred by thc sovcrcign 
on any of his vassals in the New^ World. Aftcr his 
death miracles wcre attributed to him, and thcsc, in 
addition to his eminent virtues, wcrc made the grounds 
of a request for Iiis canonization. The demand was 
supported by tcstimony from Spain and tlie Indics, 
and favored by the king, the viceroy, and thc ccclcsi-
astical dio^nitaries. A conOTefration of cardinals ha \ -
ing in 1691 discussed the matter and examined his 
writings^^ reported favorably, and the jDrescribed pro-
ceedings w^ere instituted. Intr igues in ]Romc and 
Madrid by the Jesuits and the descendants of the 
duke of Escalona frustrated, how^ever, all eflforts 
made at this period and at a later datc. 54 

^^The news reached Mexico in May of the followiug year, but apparently 
created no impression. Guijo, Diario, in Doc Jli.<t. JIcx., série i., i. 442. 

^ Palafox was a prolific and ablc author, his first literary attempts liaviug 
been made iu 1618. His writiugs are uot only on spiritual, but on historical, 
judicial, aud other subjects, the greater part hciug writteu iii Xcw Spaiu. 
The most iniportaut are the Vicla Intcrior, ]'aron dc í>cs.<cos, E.<tiitrfos. . .Jc 
la.. .Vnivers'idad de JIcxico, and tlie diff'erent memorials bearing on his <lis-
pute with the Jesuits, and his letters to PopelnnoccntX. Souie of his works 
have been lost; tlie first general edition, comprising ncarly all that had becn 
writtcu by hiin, and includiug the manuscripts M'hich hc had left to the bare-
footed C'arnielites, was published betwecn 1659 and 1671 in eiglit tonies, to 
which another was added, coutainiug his biography hy Antonio Gonzalez 
Rosende. Anothcr edition was issued iu 1762, by order and under the super-
vision of the Carmelite friai's of Madrid, consisting of 13 volumes iu 15 tomcs 
in folio. Besides these editions there have appeared, before and after that 
time, several publicatious of single works, chiefly iu Spanish, but also in 
other languages. 

"*In 1726 and 1767 Ribera, Gohernantes, i. 151-2, says the beatification J 
was pronounced on August 16, 1767: but he has evidcntly misinterpreted ) 
Lorenzana, in Concilios Prov., l^ô^-úô. See sãso J^ijn lc< tlc J< suifus. 'M^., 1 
no. 8, 8-25, 30. The fact that iu the second half of the eighteenth century j 
proceedings for the beatification of Palafox were continued, explains the par- | 
t iality manifested by nearly all his biographers and by the Icading chroniclers; J 
tliey were either friends or foes, aud therefore overrated his virtues or exag- j 
gerated his defects. The most unbiassed but unfortunately rather frnu'mcn- f 
tary account is certainly that given hy the contemporary Guijo in his Diario, 
in Doc Hist. Mcx., Ist ser., i. 6 et seq. The information fumished by him, 
together with that contained in the memorials and letters of Palafox, and 



134 J E S U I T LABORS AND STRIFES. 

The question of ti thes, which had occasioned the 
unseemly dispute between the church dignitaries of 
Puel )la and the society of Jesus, had been a source of 
contention for years before. A s early as 1624 com-
plaints w^ere filed in the India Council against the 
diflferent orders, demanding the payment of t i thes from 
all the jiroduce of plantations and increase of stock. 
Thc claim was made by the royal fiscal and supported 
by the secular church, based on the obligation of the 
crown to provide, if necessary, the means for the per-
formance of divine service. On the other hand the 
religious orders pleaded their statutes and fueros, the 
validity of which was disputed on the ground of the 
cession of the tithes to the crown.^^ The first judg-
ment was given in 1655 in favor of the fiscal; both 
parties appealed, the fiscal demanding tha t the tithes 
be collected at an earlier date than the one provided 
in the judgment, and the orders, among whom the 
Jesuits were most conspicuous,. clamoring for a trans-
fer of the law-suit to the holy see. 

On the 16th of June 1657 the judgment was ratified 
by a new decision, ordering their payment after tha t 
date to the king or the secular church. AII the orders 
submitted, except the Jesuits, who presented protests 
to the sovereign, but without avail. On November 
4, 1658, and December 31, 1662, orders were trans-

counterbalanced by the prejudiced statements of Alegre, gives doubtless the 
best means to arrive at an impartial conclusion. StiII the íatter authority, in 
his Jlist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 274-3.56, passim, has almostbeen implicitly followed 
by Bustamante, in C'uvo, J'rcs Siglos, ii. 20-33, Ribera, Goberuantes, i. 144-51, 
and Sosa, Episcop. Jlex., 83-90. Lorenzana, in Concillos J'rov., 1555-65, 219, 
251-69, as is natural, defends the policy of his predecessor, of whom he makes 
a glowiug panegyric. So does Touron, a Dominican friar, in his JU<t. Gén. 
Aii J^icjuc, vii. 316-86, viii. I-IOO, passim. Vetancurt and Gonzalez Dávila, 
who liveil ;it tlie time of the dispute, pass it by in silence, but otherwise 
praise the saintly character of the bishop. Zamacois, in IJist. JléJ., v. 336-
47, ;)49-50, is unusually reticent in assigning the causes which led to the dis-
pute, and also abrapt in speaking of its conclusion. 

^^Pope Alexander VI. by a bull of Nov. 16, 1501, made a donation of all 
the tithes to the crown of Spain, in remuneration for the expenses connected 
with the conquest of the American colonies. Diezmos de Ind., no. 4, 5-6. A 
royal cédula of June 12, 1625, ordered that all bulls issued by the holy see 
to evade the payment of tithes, and sent to New Spain without the king's 
permission, be collected and forwarded to the India Council. Movtemayor, 
Svmarios, 49. 

^ 
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mitted tha t the judgment take eflfect, and the arch-
bishop and cathedral chapters invested with the 
requisite authority. Nevertheless execution was de-
layed for years, owing to the difficulties which arosc 
as to the valuation of property, and several times ncw 
orders, reaffirming previous cédulas, were issued in 
Spain. In Puebla the Jesuits contrived to delay pay-
ment till 1673, when after fruitless appeals to the 
audiencia, and after being placed under excommuni-
cation, they finally submitted. After that no other 
difficulties arcse till 1732, when investigation ,showed 
tha t frauds had been committed by the socicty in their 
statements of the revenue derived from their property. 58 

Notwithstanding the many disputes in which the 
society had become involved, the ranks of their parti-
sans continually increased, and new establishments 
gave evidence of the sympathy which the order en-
joyed. Licenses having been obtained in Spain for 
the founding of a novitiate at Mexico in support of that 
of Tepotzotlan, donations of money were made for this 
purpose in 1626, and in 1642 it w âs completed and 
dedicated to Santa Ana. Subsequent discussions witli 
one of the founders caused its abandonment, till 
1672,^' when Andrés de Tapia y Carbajal, a very 
wealthy man and one friendly to the order, endowed 
the establishment with sufficient means for the main-
tenance of twenty novices and the necessary fathers 
and láy-brothers. On the 19th of November the 
societ}'" took possession of it, changing the name to 
tha t of San Andrés. 

Several brotherhoods were also founded by the 
order, tha t of the Immaculate Conception being the 
most prominent, and including ecclesiastics, laymen, 

'® Details on this subject are contained tn a number of memorials and pam-
phlets, forming a coUection under the title Diezmos de Indias. Some of the 
documents are of Jesuit origin; others have been -written by the secular church 
and their partisans. Those numbered from one to five have been consulted 
in this chapter; the rest bear exclusively on later disputes. 

'̂ Lazcano, Vida del P. Oviedo, 56-7, says it was in 1676. 

1 
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and students of the higher grades. iRecognized by 
the general in Rome in 1651, the number of its mem-
bers increased rapidly, and a few years later persons 
of the highest rank, including a viceroy of New Spain, 
^vere eaofer to be admitted.^^ 

Before the close of the seventeenth century the 
society had still further spread its influence by hold-
ing missions throughout the provinces. Their at-
tempts w êre successful, and nowhere more so than in 
Mexico, through which territory fathers Perez and 
Zappa passed from town to town, and made number-
less converts, miracles being wrought, as the chron-
iclers report, to attest the saintly character of the 
Jesuits.^^ 

**Minute records as 'to its organization and progress are given in Akgre, 
Hist. Comp. Jesus, ii. '259-62; Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., app., 1. 47. 

^ Lengthy descriptions of these revivals are given in Perez ajid Zappa, 
Rd., 61-79. 



CHAPTEE, YII. 

VICEROYS TORRES, ALVA, AND ALBURQUERQUE. 

1648-1660. 

BISHOP TORRES GOVERNOR OF N E W SPAIN—His B R I E F R U L E — E P I D E M I C — 

GOVERNMENT OF THE AUDIENCIA—VlCEROY A L V A A R R I V E S — H l S Q u i E T 

RuLE—ALBURQUERQUE APPOINTED V I C E R O Y — H E GOVERNS 'WITH P R U -

DENCE—AND CHECKS ABUSES—Loss OF JAMAICA AND THB INFLUENCE 

THEREOF ON N E W SPAIN—YucATAN INFESTED BY PIRATES—ATTEMPT 

TO ASSASSINATE ALBURQUERQUE—THE SWIFT PUNISHMENT THAT FOL-

LOWED—PUBLÍG R E J O I C I N G S — V l C E R O Y AND A R C H B I S H O P R E C A L L E D — 

T H E I R DEPARTURB AND SUBSEQUENT CAREER. 

I T had been the usual policy wáth the court of 
Spain,'to appoint the archbishop of Mexico as viceroy 
ad interim, whenever a sudden vacancy occurred in 
that office, but on the promotion of the conde de Salva-
tierra an exception was made, and, as we have seen, 
the chief magistracy with the title of governor was 
given to Márcos de Torres y Rueda, then bishop of 
Yucatan.^ 

He arrived in November 1647, and remained in 
Tacuba till February 1648, when, learning that a 
vessel sent for Salvatierra from Peru had arrived at 
Acapulco, he repaired to Mexico to receive tlic gov-

* I have before me a copy of the cédula, appointing him as governor, and 
dated Ju ly 8, 1647. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., ii. 198-9. He was boin in 
Almazan in Spain, and, when a student a t Salamanca, won the degree of 
licenciate iii arts among 106 competitors. After holding several important 
ecclesiastical offices, he was preseuted to the bishopric of Yucatan in 1644. 
Gonzalez Dávila, Teatro Ecles., i. 219. lu November 1646 he took possession 
of his see, the greater par t of which he visited in person, attempting on that 
occasion to introduce several innovations, which appear to have been for the 
purpose of filling his own pockets. CogoIIudo mentions his meanness to the 
captain who brought him the news of his appointment to the viceroyalty 
' auduno tan corto con el Capitan, que diô harto que dezir ?' Cogollvdo, fíist 
Yuc, 701. 

(137) 
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ernment; but on the following day a resolution of the 
real acuerdo ordered his immediate return to Tacuba, 
there to await the proper moment for his installation 
into office.'̂  This did not take place until May 13, 
1648,^when the bishop-governor, with the usual reti-
nue, made his official entrance into Mexico, and ex-
hibited in the palace his credentials. 

Hisrule wasbrief and uneventful. An epidemic is 
said to have caused great devastation at Yera Cruz 
in the latter half of the year 1648, but in view of the 
scanty information on the subject, considerable al-
lowance must probably be made for exaggeration. On 
his decease in April of the following year^ the audien-
cia assumed the government; and the senior oidor, 
Matías de Peralta, acting as president, removed to 
the viceregal palace. Before the exequies of the late 
governor were concluded^ his entire estate had been 
sequestered, partly to guarantee the sum of twenty 
thousand pesos, which he had received in advance of 
salary, and also because suspicions had arisen that a 
large part of his estate belonged to the crown, and 
had been fraudulently appropriated by the secretary 
and nephew^ of the deceased, Juan de Salazar. To 
that end the surrender was ordered under severe pen-
alties, of all the property of the bishop, and that of 
his relatives, to the senior oidor, who, together wáth 
the fiscal, had assumed the functions of executor of 

*Gnijo, Diario, in Doc Hist. Mex., Is tser . , i. 7-8, adds that re tuming to 
Tacuba the bishop found that all the fumiture of his residence, belonging to 
Salvatierra, had been removed in the mean time. 

' Mayer, Mex. A ztcc, i. 202, foUowing the Liceo, Jlex., ii. 223, says er-
roneously March I3th. 

* Torres was on bad terms with the audiencia, aud in January 1649 had 
some dispute with the municipal authorities, caused by his prctentious con-
duct. I t is said that this brought on the sickness which terminated fatally 
on April 22d. CogoUudo remarks that Torres, not supposing his illness to be 
of a serious nature, did not make such provisions for the administration of 
affairs as his high position required. Hist, Yuc, 702. This does not appear 
probable, judging from the deed executed by the governor on the 8th of 
April, and appointing, tn case of his demise, the audiencia to succeed him ad 
interim. Vir. Instruc, MS., Ist ser., no. 23, 1-2. 

^He was buried on the 2.1th of April iu the church of the Augustinian con-
vent at Mcxico; the bishop-elect of Habana, Nicolás de la Torre, officiated, as 
the archbishoD was abseut. Gu'jo, lJi"rio, :>5-(J'2. 
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the governor's wdll. Steps were also taken to prevent 
the shipment of such property by the fleet, then ready 
to sail; and on the 15th of May 1649 orders were sent 
to the governor of Yucatan to attach all the estate of 
the late bishop in tha t province. 

Al though a considerable amount was delivered up 
to the president, a repetition oi the order was re-
solved upon, and to make it more eflfectual was jiub-
lished from the pulpits, ecclesiastical censures being 
threatened against all who failed to surrender it or 
even withheld information as to its concealment. I t 
seems, how^ever, tha t the conduct of the audiencia 
was guided more by personal hostility against Torres 
and his kindred than by pretended loyalty; for Sala-
zar, having laid his case before the India Council, was 
acquitted, and the audiencia reproved and ordered to 
restore all the sequestered property.^ 

For nearly fifteen uneventful months Peral ta held 
the reins of power in New Spain, until, in May 1650, 
a new^ viceroy arrived in the person of Luis Enriquez 
de Guzman, conde de Alva de Liste, and marqués de 
YiIIaflor.^ 

H i s rule was a quiet one, interrupted only in 1651 
b)^ the revolt of the Indians in the northern regions, 
vvhere the Tarahumares, Conchos, and other tribes in 
open revolt killed several Spaniards, among whom j! | 

® The decision reached Mexico in May 1650, and its ratification in 1657. 
The audiencia was reprimanded for disrespect shown at the funeral of Torres, 
and ordered to make restitution to all the servants and followers of the 
bishop. Guijo, Diario, 107-8, 379-80. 

' His other titles are: gentilhombre de l,i cámara de su Magestad, senor 
de las viUas de GarroviIIas, Carvajales, Membibre, i Castro Calvon, i lu-
gares de su jurisdicion, alférez i alguacil mayor de la ciudad de Zamora, 
alcaide perpetuo de las Torres i Fortaleza de eUa, por el Rey X. S< fi.r, 
alcaide mayor de sacas, y escribano mayor de rentas de la dicha ciudad. 
Frailes Doctrineros, in Disfurhios de Frailes, MS., ii. 131. Vetancurt, Truf. 
Mex., 15, followed hy C'avo, Trcs Sigfos, ii. 34, and others, 'wi'ites Alvade-
liste; Zamacois, IJi<t'. JI<J., v, 360, and Ribera, Gobemantes, i. 177, call him 
de Aliste; Guijo, Diario, 121, says de Lista. Miravel y Casadevante, El 
Gran Dirc, i. 411, in his genealogical account of the count's fami y. gives the 
name as in the text, and is herein followed by Lorenzana, fíist. X. E>j<.. 24, 
and Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 31. The official entry of the new ^áceroy was 
made Ju ly 3d. Lorenzana, fíist. X. Esp., 24, says erroneously it was ou the 
13th. 1, 

*^ 
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were three friars, and burned the churches. The gov-
ernor of Durango was ordered to subjugate them, and 
during the following year restored peace throughout 
thc disturbed districts. 

The old dispute about the submission of the doc-
trineros to the episcopal authority was revived during 
the terin of viceroy Alva, but his prudent conduct 
prevented it from assuming such significance as the 
former one. Boyal orders,tending to check the eflforts 
of the regular clergy to become more independent of 
the jurisdiction of the crown, were also successfully 
enforced^ without encountering serious opposition. 

Al though the count appears to have made a moder-
ate use of his authority, he was jealous of his rights 
as the representative of a powerful monarch, and did 
not fail to guard them w^hen occasion happened. 
Among other instances may be mentioned a case 
which occurred in June , 1651, v/hen a dispute arose 
about the place w hich the chapter of the cathedral and 
the pages of the viceroy shoulcl occupy in the proces-
sion of corpus christi. The procession was forcibly 
interrupted by order of the count, w^ho in unison with 
the audiencia issued several orders, which caused oreat 
(,'xcitement among the people. The matter was settled 
by the chapter yielding to the demand of the viceroy, 
when the ceremony was allowed to proceed.^ 

Owing to the wars almost continuously carried on 

®Several cédulas were issued to protect the loyal jurisdiction. One of 
September 18, 1650, ratified on the 6th of June, 16,J5, declared all briefs and 
bulls of the holy see issucd to the peopleof Xew Spainas md land void, ifnot 
authorizcd by the council of the ludies, to which they were to be sent. To 
the same scrutiny wcie subjccted all those pateuts fir religious orders which 
introduced iinportant innovations or referred to tlie founding of new convents. 
Jlontemayor, Snnurius, ;:7-S; (Jrt/cnes de la Corona, MS., ii. 219-21. 

^Gu'tJ", Diario, I79-S2;/íoWes, 17^/«, 127-9. The viceroy would probably 
have encountcred more opposition had there been an archbishop. The last 
one, Juan de Ma osca y Zamora, had died on December 12,1650, not in 1653 
as Vetancurt, J'ntf. JJrx.^JÔ, has it. Guijo, Diario, 157-9, 167;Panes,Vir., 
^IS., 100; Coiirdlos Pror,, 1Ô55-G5, 219. The see remained vacant for two 
years until December 25, 1652, when Pedro de Barricntos took possession of 
it iii the name of the new appointee, Marcelo Lopez de Ascona, who arrived 
in Jul.y, 1653. He died after a fcw months, on November lOth of the same 
ycai', iS'Mîyo, i)iaWo, 227, 229-30. 24S-70; ConriUosProv., 1555-^5, 220. Panes, 
\'ir., says erroneously 16.34. MS., lOI. 
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in Europe by the Spanish crown, communication with 
the mother country had become dangerous, and the 
peril of raids on the coast of New Spain increased. 
I n order to guard against these inroads, the viceroy 
stationed some soldiers a t Yera Cruz, and provided 
the fleets despatched to Spain with a force at least 
strong enough to leave them no longer at the mercy 
of the first pirate or man-of-w^ar they might encoun-
ter. I t w\as indeed necessary to take some precau-
tions tha t the treasure remittances should reach Spain 
in safety. The money was greatly needed; for it was 
only by means of the contributions of the colonies, 
tha t the monarch w âs enabled to carry on the expen-
sive wars which were to sustain the glory of Castile. 
The king w âs always hard pressed; and confident of the 
forbearance and patriotic zeal of his subjects in the New 
World, had seized about a million of pesos belonging 
to private persons, the amount having been remitted 
by the fleet of 1649. Yiceroy Alva soon after his 
arrival informed the people of this proof of the confi-
dence of their royal master, but at the same time 
assured them, under pledge of the royal word, that 
it would not be repeated, and that measures had even 
been taken to inake repayment in redeemable warrants 
against the revenue, derived from the media anata 

During the last months of Yicero}^ Alva's rule, 
earthquake and drought visited the province of ]\Iex-
ico. The former disaster was portended by the ap-
pearance of a comet wdiich was visible from the middle 
of December of 1652 till tlie first days of 1653. The 
shock was severely felt in the capitaV-^ and destroyed 
the walls of several buildings, causing greater damage 

'" 'Tenia librada la satisfaccion de esta cantidad en juros y media annata. ' 
Guijo, Diario, 121. The publication of a similar cédula in March 1651 im-
plies that this manner of making loans was repeated, notwithstanding the 
promise made. 

'1 •Durô mas del tiempo que. ..rezar dos credos con devocion.' Id. 232. A 
minute account together with a scientific treatise on the comet is given by 
Ruiz, Discurso hecho sohre Impressiones meteorologicas, Mexico, 1653, 1 et 
seq. According to Guijo, Diario, 239, in the same year, 1653, a conflagra-
tion destroyed the whole city of Colima. 
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in the environs. That no others were felt was sup-
posed to be due to a solemn procession, held during 
thc following days in honor of the conception of the 
Serenísima Reina de los Angeles. With similar good 
effect the interposition of the vírgen de los Remedios 
was implored some months later; when want of rain 
had produced diseases, and supplications lasting nine 
days were ordered. The supplications were quickly 
hcard, for within nine days abundant rains fell 
throughout the province. 

The viceroy's term of government had meanwhile 
expired, and in the beginning of July 1653 news 
reached him of the arrival of his successor at Yera 
Cruz, and of his promotion to the viceroyalty of Peru. 
On the Ist of August he formally laid down his 
authority and proceeded to San Cristobal, to greet 
the new^ ruler, the duke of Alburquerque. He re-
niained in Mexico for more than a year, as there was 
no vessel to carry him to his destination. The l7th 
of October 1654 he left for Acapulco with a large 
retinue. A t every point along his route he received 
marks of respect, for his benevolence and integrity 
had gained for him the sympathy of the people.-̂ ^ 

Francisco Fernandez de la Cueva, duque de AI-
burquerque and grandee of Spain,^^ arrived at Yera 
Cruz accompanied by his wife, a daughter of the ex-
viceroy Cadereita, early in July, 1653, and made his 
official entrance into ]\îexico on the 15th of August, 
amidst the usual ceremonies. Iii personal qualifica-
tions no less than in rank he was a worthy successor 

'^His juez de residencia sentenced him to the pajmientof several amounts 
of money claimcd from him, and transferred the decision of other chai'ges to 
the India Council, but nevertheless declared hiiu ' por bueno y recto ministro 
de S. M.' Guijo, Diario, 270. After serving his term in Peru he went to 
Spain, where he dicd about 1667. 

^ 'He was of one of the noblest houses of Spain, and besides tlie titles 
given in the text, and such as his new position gave him, held those of mar-
qués de Cuellar y de Cadereita, conde de Ledesma, conde de Guelma, senor 
de las villas de Mombeltran y de la Codosera, gentilhombre de la cámara de 
Su Magestad, and capitan general de las galeras de Espa a. Ordenes de la 
Corona, MS., \di. 1; Frailes Doctr., in Disturb. de Frailes, MS., ii. 129, 152. 
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to the count of Alva. H e lacked none of the accom-
plishments then commonly possessed by the nobility 
of Spain, and was moreover a man of jovial disposi-
tion, much given to hospitality, and lavish of expense. 
Dur ing his reign he lost no opportunity of displaying, 
though sometimes a little too ostentatiousl}^, 'his 
boundless loyalty to his sovereign. The first occasion 
tha t occurred was in April 1654, w^hen balls and ban-
quets, lasting several da^^s, were arranged by the 
viceroy in commemoration of the birthday of his 
sovereign. These festivities were, however, eclipsed 
by tliose which were held later in celebration of the 
birth of prince Felipe Prospero.^* Soleinn thanks-
givings alternated with magnificent processions in 
costume, headed by the viceroy and the highest offi-
cials. For several days the town was illuminated; 
festivals were arranged by the Jesui t fathers; bull-
fights were held in the plaza; there were no regular 
sessions of the audiencia for several weeks; aiid many 
of the prisoners confined in jail were pardoned, while 
the sentences of others were commuted. So popular 
becanie the viceroy, tha t a mere hint from him was 
sufficient to elicit an annual donation in favor of the 
newly born prince of 250,000 pesos for the next 
fifteen years. 

The treasure fleet despatched from Yera Cruz in 
Apri l 1654 was one of the most richly freighted tha t 
had ever left the shores of New Spain, and in the fol-
lowing year a large amount was forwarded; but the 
capture of Jamaica^^ in 1655 caused a large decrease 
in remittances after tha t date.^^ 

*̂ In January 1656 public prayers had been said in the cathedral and all 
the other churches for an heir to the throne. (íuijo, Diario, in Doc fíist. 
Mex., série i., i. 337. 

'^Cavo, J'res Siglos, ii. 36, Rivera, Gob., i. 197, and other Spanish authori-
ties state that Cromwell was urged to despatch the expedition which 
effected the capture of Jamaica by Thomas Gage, the author of The X'eiv Sur-
vey of the West Indies. Gage was an apostate friar; hence perhaps the state-
ment, which is not founded on fact. 

'^ During the same year news arrived that a party of buccaneers had been 
captured by the settlers of Tampico. Twenty-two of them were sent as pris-
oners to Mexico. Guijo, Diario, 330, 362. 
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The news of this disaster caused serious alarm 
throughout Spain and the Spanish colonies, though it 
was but the beginning of a long series of calamities, 
man}' of which I have related. Already the North 
Sea was infested with pirates, and in the islands of the 
West Indies thousands of buccaneers, filibusters, and 
sea rovers,^' w ĥo regarded the Spaniards as their 
natural prey, had formed permanent settlements, 
During the latter portion of the seventeenth century 
the colonies, more especially those of Central Amer-
ica, were never free from their raids; Portobello was 
sacked; Panamá was destroyed; other cities were 
plundered or burned; and within a few years of its 
capture Jamaica became the spot where most of these 
raids w êre organized, often with the consent and 
ahvays with the connivance of the representative of 
the British monarch. 

In 1657 the viceroy despatched aforce of over four 
hundred men to aid the Spaniards in driving the Eng-
lish garrison from the island, but to no purpose, 
Most of them perished of disease without inflicting 
any loss on the enemy,̂ *̂  and the inhabitants remaining 
on the island removed to New Spain. 

I t w âs not long before the Spaniards felt the evil 
eflPects of thus tamely allowing the British to gain a 
foothold in the West Indies. Every year the convoy 
of the fleets became more difficult. In one instance 
fifty-fivc days were required for the passage from 
Yera Cruz to Habana, the ships having remained 
near the coast of Florida, to avoid capture by an 
English fleet. Often the church bells summoned the 

' ' F o r the origin of piracy in the West Indies see LList. Cent. Amer., ii. 
451 ct scq., this series. 

^^ ]'ttunrvrf, J'rat. Jlex., 15; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 41; Guijo, Diario, 
393-4, 406-7, 443. Still this wTÍter speaks in another place of a grcat victory 
obtained by the auxiliaries, who dislodged the English from the island, and 
says that the news was cclcbrated in the cathedral and all other churches of 
Me.xico. Id., 400-1. 'Todos miserablementc pcrecieron en manos del ene-
migo.' I t is of course well known that the English retained possession. 
About this time the town of Alburquerque was founded in Ncw Mexico, per-
haps with a •view to give those who had arrived from Jamaica an opportunity 
to establish new settlements and i estore their fortunes. 

> 
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loyal and pious inhabitants of the capital to prayers 
for the safety of the treasure ships; but not alwavs 
were their prayers answered, for on one occasion dur-
ing the viceroy's rule the flag-ship with fivc millioii 
pesos and four hundred persons on board was lost. 
A t about the same time another fleet was attacked 
and partly captured at the mouth of the harbor of 
Cádiz. Henceforth Alburquerque became more cau-
tious, and detained the fleet of 1658 until greater 
protection was aflforded. 

While New^ Spain was thus harassed by more dis-
tant foes, Yucatan was selected as a favorite scene of 
action by the law-defying brethren of the coast. I t s 
isolated position, the difficulty of moving military forces 
from one place to another, the very position of the 
towns, all of which w'cre near the seaboard, had long 
made this peninsula a favorite resort for pirates. 
After a less important expedition in 1613, cluring 
which they took temporary possession of the bay of 
Ascension, they reappeared in 1632 near Campeche; 
but noticing the energetic preparations for clefense 
no attack w âs made. Their project, however, had 
not been abandoned. In the following year they rc-
turned under the command of their two famous leaders 
Pie de Palo and Diego the Mulatto. After a hot 
fight the town was taken and sacked. Efiforts to ob-
tain a ransom failed, however, and when rumors of a 
force approaching from Mérida became known to the 
corsairs, they departed.^^ 

Again a short period of tranquillity followed, till, 
in 1644, a squadron of thirteen vcssels with fifteen hun-
dred soldiers landed at Champoton. The inhabitants 
having fled, the invaders departed after completing 
their stores,^*' taking with them two Franciscan friars 

^̂  Under the same Diego the Mulatto, Salamanca was sacked in 1642, the 
town having been taken by surprise. CogoIIvdo, fíist. Yuc., 658-9. 

*° They shot some cattle, preparing the lueat in the church, which sacri-
legious act especially calls forth the -nTath of the pious CogoIIudo. ' Sir-
viendose de la Iglesia para tan indecente execucion, y especialmente de la pila 
Bautismal.' fí'ist. Yuc, 682. 
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whom they found hid near Zihé, and placed on board 
one of their vessels. Such an act committed against 
the representatives of the faith, say the chroniclers, 
provoked the w^ath of heaven, and as a due chastise-
mcnt all the vessels foundered, tha t bearing the friars 
oul}' aftcr the holy men had been placed ashore on 
the coast of Florida.'^^ 

B u t this incident made little imjDre.ssion on the 
buccaneers, who continued their depredations on both 
the eastern and western coasts of the peninsula, 
In April 1648 thcy captured a frigate with more than 
a hundred thousand pesos on board, and a few^ weeks 
later boldly attacked a vessel in the very port of 
CamjDeche. A t about the same time another band, 
commanded by the pirate Abraham, cajDtured Sala-
manca.^- Dur ing the second half of the seventeenth 
ccntury their raids became more frequent. I n 1659 
and 1678 Canipeche was again taken and sacked by 
English and French freebooters. They were aided 
on this occasion by logwood-cutters, who since that 
time had begun to establish themselves on the penin-
sula; and, notwithstanding the repeated eíforts of the 
Spaniards to expel them, successfully maintained their 
positions,^^ till in 1680 they were driven from the bay 
of Términos by forces sent against them from Mexico 
and Yucatan.^* 

Alburquerque bore the reputation of a just , vigilant, 
and capable ruler, one who strictly carried out the 
clutics of his office, regardless of censure. Hear ing 
tha t one of the contadores mayores Iiad challenged 
the other, he ordered both under arrest, and sen-
tenced to fines of three thousand and fifteen hundred 

^̂  CogoIIudo gives an interesting account of the miraculous powers which 
our lady of Champoton and the 11,000 virgins exhibited on this occasion. 
Id., 683-4. 

^̂  He repeated the sack of the same town in 1652. 
"^ For a detailed account of the origin of the logwood establishments, 

from which the settlement of Belize emanated, I refer to the Ilist. Cent. 
Am., ii. 623 et seq., this series. 

'•^* Robles, D'tario, 303-9, gives a pretty detailed account of the trophiea 
obtained on this ^dctorious expedition. 
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pesos respectively, though duelling was at this time a 
common practice in New Spain. During the year 
1659 he suspended the corregidor and his lieutenant, 
and imprisoned several of the regidores because they 
had been bribed to consent to a reduction in weight of 
the loaf. Personal inquiries at the mills and bakeries 
liacl convinced him that there was no reason for mak-
ing such a change. 

The clergy w^ere not exempt from the duke's search-
ing vigilance, and in his excessive zeal for the welfare 
and dignity of the churchhe occasionally played a some-
what ridiculous part. Patroll ing the streets near the 
palace one night, as w\as his wont, he noticed at a late 
hour two Aust in friars in a dilapidated looking bakery 
cating fritters. The viceroy was shocked, and at once 
ordered their arrest; not, he declared, because the act 
of eating fritters was of itself unclerical, but that , con-
sidering the time, the place, and the sacred vestments 
of the culprits, such an indulgence was scandalous. 
One of the ecclesiastics took to his heels and escaped, 
but the other was taken to the palace and sternly 
reproved and kept in custody till the following day, 
when he was delivered to the prior of his orcler. 
After remonstrating with the latter, the viceroy sum-
moned also the other heads of religious orders, and 
having expressed his disapproval in general, directed 
thejQ to exercise in future ;i better surveiUance.^^ 
This was readily promised, and scvere penalties were 
imposed for similar transgressions. A reíbrmation had 
indeed beconie necessary; for the greater part of the 
friars were no longer the worthy followers of those 
whose charity, humility, and untiring zeal had made 
so deep an impression on the native population a 
century before. In addition to their hypocrisy, some 
of them were guilty of the worst crimes common to 
their fellow-men; and it is related tha t in 1655 tvvo 

^^ln the following year, 1055, the rebuke was repeated, the king having 
issued three cédulas, complaining of the increasing disorders of the monastic 
lifc. '.jfuijo, Diario, 311-12. 
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Auo'ustinian lav-friars did not shrink from assassi-
nating the former j)rovinciaI of their order. 

I t was perhaps the viceroy's undue interference 
in ecclesiastical matters tha t excited the enmity of 
the archbishop. During his administration the same 
ridiculous dispute arose wdiich had occurred during 
the rcígime of his predecessor, concerning the prece-
dence of the at tendants at the procession of corpus 
christi. Nei thcr ^vould yield the point, ancl the matter 
was settled only by an agreement tha t neither the 
pages of the viceroy nor those of the archbishop 
should assist.^^ The latter, named Mateo Sagade Bu-
gueiro,^'' was a man of rather haughty character, and 
ere lono' new difficulties arose between him and the 

O 

representativc of the crown, occasioned by the con-
troversy of the former with the commissary-general 
of the holy crusade. Tlie archbishop also publicly 
accused the viceroy of withholding and intercej:)ting 
his correspondence with Spain, but finally a reconcili-
ation was eflPected, and after tha t time a better under-
standing prevailed. 

The religious zeal of the viceroy^^ well nigh cost 
him his life. I t was his custoni each afternoon to pay 
a visit to the cathedral, then in course of comioletion, 
in order to inspect the progress made during the day, 
and afterward to attend vespers in one of the chapels. 
While kneeling at prayer on the evening of the 12th 
of March 1660, a soldier named Manuel Ledesma y 

*̂̂  Similar difficulties continued to disturb the good understanding between 
the viceroys and the archbishops, although royal cédulas had clearly fixed the 
jurisdiction to which either of them was eutitled, their tenor being essen-
tially favorable to the viceroys. In later years uniler the rule of Mancera an 
outbreak of these old hostilitics was prevented merely by the duke's diplo-
macy, and the modestv and genuine christian spirit of the then archbishop 
Alonso de Cuevas. Davulos, Jlancera, Instrucciones, in Doc Lnéd., xxi. 471-2. 

^' He was bom in San Pedro de San Roman iu Galicia, and haií previously 
held the offices of canon of the churches of Astorga and Toledo. (Joncilios 
Pror., 155.5-G5, 2'20. Panes, R r . , M6., I0I-2, calls him Mateo de Yaga, 
and says he was bom in Pontevedro in Galicia. He was consecrated in Mex-
ico the 25th of July, 1656. Guijo, Diar'to, 362. 

^ He assisted at the festivals of the churches and made liberal contribu-
tions toward the completion of the cathedral. Guijo states that a royal 
cédula arriveil in May 1655 orderingthat the building be completed as soon 
as possible. Diurio. 309. 

í̂  
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Bobles entered the chapel and gave him several blows 
with the flat of his sword. The viceroy sprang to his 
feet, and placing the prie-dieu between himself and his 
assailant, meanwhile clutching with his r ight hand at 
his sword, exclaimed, " W h a t mean jouV' ' ' T o kill 
you," was the answer.^" A t tha t moment the treas-
urer of the cathedral came to the duke's assistance 
and was soon foUowed by others. The w^ould-be 
assassin was overpowered, and the duke after finish-
ing his devotions returned to his palace. A trial w as 
held the same evening by the military auditor, but 
considering the grave character of the crime, the 
audiencia ordered tha t the prisoner be brought before 
their court. A t the same time a resolution was 
passed tha t there should be no rest until the law^ was 
vindicated,^'^ 

Dur ing the whole night the depositions of witnesses 
were taken, corroborating the at tempt to murder, but 
they added little to the contradictory confession of 
the accused, who in one place gives as a reason a 
supposed oífence suflfered from the viceroy, wdiile in 
another he states tha t his sole purpose was to per-
petuate his name.^^ There is little doubt his mind 
was deranged; he could easil}^ have killed the viceroy 
had he been so disposed; but as it was a great man 
who hacl been frightened, his judges were determined 
not to recognize the fact; the ajDpointment of an advo-
cate for the accused was but for form, and no time 
w âs granted him to prepare his defence. A t seven 
o'clock next morning the verdict was •rendered; the 

^' ' Matarlo y que no se diga misa.' Copia de lu Causa Criminal, in Registro 
Trimestre, 289. ' Voto á Cristo, q le he de matar, ' says the viceroy in his 
letter of March 16, 1660, to the kiug, adding ' me uio de cuchilladas y esto-
cadas, en las espaldas y rinones.' The latter asscrtion, notwithstandiug its 
source, is exaggerated, as proved by the depositions of the witnesses during 
the trial. Carta, in ]'ir. In<fruc., MS., Ist ser. no. 24, 1. 

^" 'Hasta tanto se dé jurídica y competeute satisfaccion á ejemplar tan 
atroz, no se deje la mano de las diligencias.' Copia de la Causa Criminul, 
277. 

^^Guijo, Diario, 439-40, asserts that he was submitted to tor ture ;but thÍ3 
is doubtful; as the minutes of the trial would hardly have concealed the ap-
plication of a measure which then was considered quite legal in order to 
obtain a confession. 
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criminal was condemncd to be dragged through the 
strcets,^^ and thence taken to the gibbet. H i s head 
and right hand were to be cut off* and exposed, the 
former on the main square, the latter, together with 
his sW'ord, in front of the door of the cathedral where 
the crime had been committed. Three hours later 
the tribunals and loyal inhabitants of Mexico had the 
satisfaction of witnessing the execution of the sen-
tence, the corjDse, feet upwards, remaining exhibited 
011 the gallows till late in the afternoon.^^ 

Public demonstrations of joy and processions, ar-
rangecl by the archbishop and the religious corpora-
tions, celebrated the escape of the viceroy from death.^* 

xV few" months later Alburquerque w âs informed 
tha t the conde de Banos had been aj)pointed his suc-
ccssor, and tha t he himself was promotecl to the vice-
roj^alty of Sicily.^^ A t the same time the archbishop 
was recalled, and both set sail from Yera Cruz in May 
1661.^^ I n September the duke surrendered the reins 
of pow^er to the new viceroy^'' at Santa Ana, as was 
the custom. His residencia was begun at the same 
time by Ginés Morote, but difficulties between the 
lat ter and the audiencia prevented its completion 
until 1662, when it was concluded by the oidor Fran-

' ^ ' Que sea arrastrado á la cola de dos caballos metido en un ceron . . . y en 
la horca. . .ahorcado hasta que naturalmente muera.' Copia de la Causa Crim-
ina , 301-2. 

*̂ The culprit did not repent of his crime. ' No pudieron reducirlo á que 
se confesara, ni á que invocase el nombre de Jesus. ' Guijo, Diario, 440. The 
viceroy in his letter to the king expresses regret, and adds that ' both in 
writing and verbally he pardoned him for this and the other life.' Garta, in 
Vir. Iiisirurr., MS., Ist ser. no. 24, 2. 

*̂ For details of tliis eveut see Copia de la Causa Criminal, in Registro Ti-im., 
265-305; Guijo, Diario, 439-40; Carta, in Vir. Instrucc,'M.S., l s t s e r . n o . 24, 
1-3. 

^^Guijo says he was made general of the fleets intended to operate against 
the Portuguese. Dinrio, 44'2. 

^"Lacunza, Di«-. IIi'<f., xxxv. 501-2, speaks of the removal of both as 
caused by tlie kiuií's <lis])lcasure with their conduct. ' fueron muy ricos, aun-
que con el deshonor coiisi;,'uiente.' There is not the slightest reason for such 
a statcment, and their latcr career indicates plainly the contrary, Bugucrio 
being presented to the sc^ of Leou, one of thc grcalcst iu Spain, and Albur-
querque, as already s ta tc l , beiu'.,' inailc viccroy of Sicily. 

3' During lîis tcrin of oífice he madc inany iniprovements iu the viccrc'.al 
palace. 

> 
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cisco Yalles.^^ In the mean time the duke had left 
for his native land, carrying with him the sympathy 
and good wishes of all the people of New^ Spain. 
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38The visitador fixed the bond at 180,000 pesos, but was overruled by the 
oidores, who reduced the amount to 50,000 pesos notwithstanding the pro-
tests of Morote. 
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Y U C A T A N . 

1601-1708. 

Aíî UNE"VENTFTrL P E K I O D — G o o D R u L E E S — M A R S H A L C Á E X O S D E L U N A T 

A ELLANO—THE G O V E R N M E N T OF T H E T O W N S — T H E M O N A R C H A S A 

MENDICANT—GOVERNOR JuAN DE V A R G A S — H l S M A L E A D M I N I S T R A T I O N — 

T H E L I C E N T I A T E C A R V A J A L T A K E S H I S R E S I D E N C I A — I N D I A N R E V O L T S — 

T H E SUCCESSION OF R U L E R S — C A M P E C H E FORTIFIED—SOBERANIS AND 

M A R T I N D E U R S Ú A — M O R E DlSSENSIONS—EXCOMMUNICATION OF SOBE-

EANIS—CONCERNING THE CONQUEST OF THE ITZAS—CONDUCT OF U R S Ú A 

JUSTLFIED, AND HIS SUBSEQUENT PKOMOTION—HlS QUALITIES AS A SOL-

DIER THE C A U S E OF H I S P R E F E R M E N T . 

DuRiNG the latter half of the sixteenth century, 
it will be remembered, the governors of Yucatan w^ere 
constantly at variance with the church,^ and unseemly 
quarrels between the secular and ecclesiastical author-
ities were prevalent almost from the time tha t the 
custodian YiUapando built at Mani^ the íirst convent 
founded in the Maya peninsula. On Augus t 11, 1604, 
the marshal Cárlos de Luna y Arrellano^ took pos-
session of the government, and although his reign 
lacked none of the usual strifes, as well with the city 
council as with the bishop and the secular and regu-
lar clergy, his qualities as an honest ruler and the 
progress which the province made during his admin-
istration were fully recognized. The strongest proof 
of his i'cctitude is that , although no failure of crops 

' I n IJisf. Jlex., ii . 428 e t seq, , th i s series, t h e conques t of Y u c a t a n is re-
la ted , a n d on pages 648-654 of t h e same volume is a brief ske t ch of t h e h i s to ry 
of th i s province d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r half of t h e s ix teen th c e n t u r y . 

2 A b o u t 1550. 
' T h e a u t h o r of Drdos Biográficos, in Cartas de Jndius, 791-2, says his 

Chr i s t i an n a m e was Tr i s t an a n d t h a t of his fa the r Cárlos. 
(152J 

^L^JMj 
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or other calamity occurred during his administration, 
eight years' service left him a poorer man than before, 
while several of his predecessors had entered upon 
office encumberéd with debt and retired with a for-
tune. 

To Luna succeeded Antonio de Figueroa,* who is 
also spoken of as a just ruler, but whose government, 
save for a dispute with the encomenderos of Yalla-
dolid,^ is void of any noteworthy event. After a term 
of nearly five years his successor arrived in the person 
of Francisco Pamirez Briceno, the fîrst governor since 
Montejo's time on whom the king conferred the title of 
captain-general. H e took possession April 27, 1617,® 
and being an experienced soldier, at once began the 
military organization of the country. During his 
brief term of office he gained the sympathy of the 
people, and his early death, on December 7, 1619,'̂  
excited general grief. 

By virtue of a royal cédula of the 24th of May 
1600, now for the íirst time carried into eífect, each 
of the alcaldes ordinarios governed the different tow^is 
and villas that lay within his own jurisdiction. This 
ceased when on September 3, 1620,* Captain Arias, 
count de Losada y Taboada, arrived, as governor ad 
interim, appointed by the viceroy of Mexico. Within 
a few months the reins of power were delivered up to 
Diego de Cárdenas, a knight of Santiago, who, being 
appointed by the crown, took possession in September 
1621.^ 

* Ancona, Ilixf. Yuc, ii. 201, misled by a contradictory statement iu Cogo-
Iludo, givos the date of Figueroa's succession to the govemment as August 
29, 1012, instead of ]March 29th, for which statement he only refers to Lara. 

^They surprised him on a journey to the River Lagartos, and sent him by 
force to the viceroy of Mexico, together with a long list of accusations. Im-
mediately acquitted by the latter, he returned to Mérida, and against all 
expectatiou refrained from punishing the aggressors. 

^ Cogollvdo, Ilisf. Yuc, 474. In another place the same author says 
Figueroa ruled till September 27, 1617. 

' CogoIIudo says his death resulted from an illness, and Lara tha t he was 
poisoned. 

* August 28th. Lara, Apuntes fíisftíricos; Castillo, Dicc Hist. Yuc, 61. 
' ' Manifestaba su Magestad las graues necessidades.. .por las guerras que 

tenia con Hereges, Turcos, y Moros.' CogoIIvdo, fíist. Yuc, 541. 

i 
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On the 13th of Ju ly 1618 the title of ' M u y noble y 
muy leal' was bestowed on the city of Mérida, and in 
Augus t of the same year a coat of arms was presented 
to the cabildo.^" Still further to testify his regard for 
the inhabitants of the capital the monarch conde-
scended to ask of them, four years later, a contribution 
in money. 

In order to justify the cherished title, liberal do-
nations W'Cre made to the royal mendicant by the 
city council, the encomenderos, and many other 
settlers, the governor himself setting the example 
with a gift of one thousand pesos out of his own 
salary. Li t t le else is known of his rule, which seems 

to have been unusually quiet, 
not even the customary dis-
sensions with the clergy being 
mentioned by the historians, 
who represent Cárdenas as 
a pious and charitable man. 
After a reign of seven years^^ 
he gave place to Juan de Yar-
gas,^^who entered into office on 
the 15th of September 1628. 
A change now occurs in the 
peaceful condition of affairs, 
íb rYargas is characterized as 
one oí' the worst governors 
ever appointed to the prov-
ince. 

Soon aftor thc conquest of Yucataii the natives 
were made to feel thu bitteriiess of their bondage. 
Thc}" were rolibed and maltreated b_y their taskmas-
ters, fii'st under the title of alcaldes aud corregidores, 
and later l̂ y officials under difterent names.^^ Dur ing 

'"The text of the cédulas by which the title and coat of arms were be-
etowed is given in Cogollvdo, llist. Yuc, 461-2. Calle is in error when he 
gives 1619 as the da te in Jlcm. y Xot., 82. 

11 Ancona says erroneously he ruled only four years. 
" A knight of Santiago and descendant of the renowned Spanish general, 

Alonso de 'Vargas. 
1* Jueces de grana, de vino, 6 de agravios. 

MÉRIDA C'O.AT OF AKMS. 
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Figueroa's term of office the production of cochineal 
had been largely increased, and the number of such 
officials, who in reality were but the agents of the 
governor, was rapidly multiplied. In vain prohibitory 
and restrictive orders had been issued by the audi-
encia of Mexico and were now repeated in a royal cé-
dula of March 17, 1627. Chano înor their title iu'fco that 
of capitanes á guerra, the governor evaded the exe-
cution of the law and the evil remained unchecked. 
New complaints were filed with the central govern-
ment at Mexico, and Yargas was ordered under heavy 
penalties to revoke the appointments, and forbidden 
to make new ones under any name whatever.^^ He 
remonstrated, alleging the necessity of such officials, 
and refused to obey until representations were made 
to the king and the council of the Indies. 

Simultaneously an imbroglio occurred between the 
treasury officials and the governor, who, transgressing 
his authorit}', proposed to make an inspection of the 
royal treasury. To this the former objected, and in 
the dispute which ensued one of them was personally 
maltreated by Yargas, w ĥo, carried away by anger, 
seized the treasurer and contador and sent them to 
Spain to appear before the India Council, without 
granting time for defense.^^ Such harsh conduct aided 
to swell the number of malecontents, and more claims 
were brought before the audiencia of Mexico, urging 
that an oidor be sent to investigate the matter and 
restore order. Yargas, when informed, tried to evade 
the blow, prevailing on the city council to support his 
protest against the necessity of sucli a measure by 
appointing his lieutenant-general their attorney. 

In the mean time the licenciate Ynigo de Argiiello 
CarbajaP^ was sent as visitador, and presented him-

" A royal cédula of August 23, 1642, approved this decree of the audien-
cia. Ccdle, Mem. y Not., 88. 

1* Ancona, fíist. Yuc, ii. 221, intimates as the probable reason an attempt 
of the oflScials to exact the fines imposed by the audiencia of Mexico. i ' 

'" A knight of Calatrava and oidor of the audiencia of Mexieo. His com- j w 
mission was issued on the 7th of April, 1630. CogoUvdo, fíist. Yuc, 566-76. '-

|l , r 
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self in Mérida August 14, 1630. Notwithstanding 
the governor's opposition," Carbajal began to execute 
his mission; whereupon Yargas ordered him to leave 
]\Iérida w^ithin six days, and the province wáthin fif-
teen days, and made preparations for armed resistance. 
A t this juncture the bishop, Gonzalo de Salazar, in-
terfered in behalf of the visitador. Authorized by a 
royal cédula to co-operate with the viceroy in the 
suppression of local disturbances, he published, De-
cember 17, 1630, a decree, w'hich under severe 
penalties and ecclesiastical censures^^ ordered the 
governor, municipal authorities, and all the inhabi-
tants to obey the orders of Carbajal.^^ 

Free from restraint, the licentiate continued the 
trial, and after two months sentenced the governor on 
some of the charges to temporary suspension from 
office and heavy fines, reserving the other accusations 
for the decision of the audiencia of Mexico, whither 
the accused was to be sent as a prisoner. Other offi-
cials were also punished, and compensation granted 
to the oppressed natives. In March 1631 Carbajal 
left with his prisoner for Mexico,^" the government 
remaining in charge of the alcaldes till November, 
when Fernando Centeno Maldonado arrived, beinof 
appointed by the viceroy as governor ad interim. He 
was replaced by Gerénimo de Guero, who took charge 

'" Vargas claimed as governor and captain-general only to be answerable 
to the kiug and the council of the Indies. He also alleged the great expense 
and dauia._;e to the native ijopulation, which the visitador's mission would 
cause. ('ogolludo gives theso and other reasonsinalengthy way. Ilist. Yuc, 
567-9. The governor was wrong, however; orders of the cro-wn dated No-
\enil er 2, 1627, ai l May ii). 1631, placcd the government of Yucatan under 
that of Mexico. Jlonteu'Uijor, Sniiur'iO<, 91, 159; liecop. de lnd., ii. 110. 

"* Excommunication niayor, heavy fines, and liability to be tried for high 
treason. 

'^Ancona, Hisf. Yuc, ii. "223, says nôthing about the bishop's mtercession 
being based on a royal cédula. 

"̂ In Mexico Vargas was committed to prison, ai l a trial instituted against 
him, but betore its conclusion lie died. CogoHvJo, JJi.sf. l'z/r., .")76-7. Ancona, 
IJist. Yuc, ii. 223-4, and Castillo, Dicc IJist. Ytic, 60-1, at tr ibute his death 
to gricf caused hy the stern rehuke of the viceroy. I t is nowhere else inti-
iiiatc<l that Vargas possessed a conscience, or auy senseof shaiue. During hia 
administration heavy rains occurred, lasting, as Cogolludo says, for 27 con-
secutivc days, and causing a scxere famine. 

Î  
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in 1633. H i s rule was brief, and is favorably noticed 
by the chroniclers of his period. After his decease a t 
an advanced age on March 10, 1635, the government 
again devolved on the alcaldes; but a few months 
later was transferred to Centeno, who for a second 
time had been temporarily appointed by the viceroy. 
Dur ing his term of office, which lasted until March 4, 
1636, he had serious dissensions with the Franciscans, 
and in consequence of tlieir instigations his removal 
was ordered. H e died, however, before the arrival 
of his successor, Andrcs Perez Franco, who on jMarch 
14th took office as governor ad interim, holding tha t 
position only tw^o months. 

On May 17, 1636, Diego Zapata de Cárdenas, mar-
qués de Santo Floro, presented his credentials from 
the court of Spain as governor and captain-general, 
and was duly admitted. Al though the chroniclers 
disagree in their estimate of his character, they adinit 
tha t serious dissensions occurred between him and the 
city council, which corporation even planned a coup 
d'état. The fact, however, tha t his term of govern-
ment was extended to nearly eight years speaks 
strongly in his favor, as also do his measures to re-
lieve the natives from the payment of oppressive 
taxes.^^ H i s efforts on their behalf are probably due 
in part to a revolt among the Bacalar Indians, which, 
beginning in 1636, lasted till after his removal from 
office. 

The treatment of the Indians had, as we have seen, 
always given rise to dissensions and doubts, both in 
old and New Spain. Meanwhile they were continu-
ally being robbed, now by the insatiable agents of the 
governors, now by the priests and friars, and between 
both they were despoiled of whatever they possessed. 

" The tribute of the Indians amounted in 1643 and 1644 to about 154,000 , Ci 
pesos, including the former encomiendas of Montejo, and more than 20,000 
pesos belonging to those of the crown. The whole number of encomenderos 
in Yucatan was 131. CogoUvdo, fíist. Yuc, 385-6; Ccdle, Mem. y Not., 82-8, 
183. 
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I t is not strange then tha t the t rue faith had little 
attractioii for them, or that occasionally they at-
tempted to shake off a yoke which plunged them not 
only int»^ a condition worse tlian they had known in 
aboricyinal times, but threatened the extermination 
of tbeir race. I t was seldom, however, tha t they 
ovcii temporarily succeeded, and a severe administra-
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tioii of justice by the Spanish authorities always sup-
pressed their mutinous tendencies for a number of 
yt'ars. 

I t is thus that, at frequent intervals, we have to 
i'ccord Indian revolts. The íîrst one, in 1610 at 
Tt kax, caused by dissatisfaction with the cacique, 
N\as easily quelled, and three of the ringleaders for-
tL'itL'd their lives on the gaUows of Mérida. I n 1633, 
owing to a famine some years before, a large number 
of nativLs who had abandoned their villages were 
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brought back by force, the governor Centeno employ-
ing to tha t end energetic measures. A gibbet was 
erected wherever he went, and death threatened to 
all who would cooperate in concealing fugitive Ind-
ians. Thus in the coast districts alone more than 
sixteen thousand tributaries were restored in a short 
t ime to their settlements.'^^ A more extensive out-
break, however, occurred in 1636, occasioned proba-
bly by the efforts of the governors to exact the con-
tributions for the Barlovento fleet. Gradually the 
revolt assumed greater dimensions, and in 1639 only 
tbe villa of Salamanca had remained faithful, the re-
mainder of the Bacalar district having openl}" declared 
its sedition, and relapsed into idolatry. Armed expedi-
tions were proposed, but objected to by the governor, 
Santo Floro, and after long deliberations only some 
friars were sent to the seditious region, a proceeding 
which utterly failed. I t was only in 1644 tha t part 
of the fug'itives were induced to return to their vil-
lages.^^ La te r revolts, though most of them of less 
importance, occurred in 1653, 1669, and 1670, when 
the Indians of Sahcabchen rebelled, and again about 
1675.^* StiII there remains no doubt tha t the natives 
were gradually brought under subjection, and the 
zealous missionaries by their incessant labors obtained 
more and more influence over the native population. 

H . 

The successor of Santo Floro, Francisco Nunez 
Melian,^^ took charge of the government the last day 
of December 1643, but his sudden death on April 13, 
1644,^^ again made necessary a temporary appoint-
ment by the viceroy at Mexico. Enrique Dávila y 

^^For details of this expedition see Cogollvdo, fíist. Yuc, 593-5; also 
Ancona, Ilisf. Yuc, ii. 224-5. 

"* Govémor Francisco Nunez Melian succeeded in bringing back about 
9,000 Indians. CogoIIvdo, JJisf. Yuc, 679. 

** The date for the last revolt cannot be exactly fixed, as it is not given by 
Villagutierre, who, in his fíist. Conq. Itza, 146-7, merely alludes to them. 

'^ The general Luis Fernandez de Côrdoba, previously appointed, was pro-
moted to the govemment of Cartagena before undertaking the voyage. 
CoguIIvdo, fíist. Yuc, 678. 

26 During a review of the military forces at Mérida. 
i' 
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Pacheco was the one selected, and on June 28, 1644, 
he assumed office, relieving the alcaldes ordinarios, 
who had ruled in the mean time. H i s administration 
is recorded as one of the best ever experienced. A t 
his residencia it is said tha t only one insignificant 
cbarge was brought against him, and after the death 
of his successor Estévan de Azcárraga,^' who was in 
charge froni December 4, 1645, to August 8, 1648, he 
was again summoned by the viceroy of Mexico to 
represent the crow^i.^^ H e remained in tha t position 
from December 15, 1648, to the 19th of October, 
1649, at which date a new ruler, appointed by the 
crown, arrived in the person of the count de Penalva.^^ 
Under his rule a serious famine occurred, and great 
numbers died of starvation. The evil w-as increased 
by the injudicious though well intended measures of 
the governor to remedy it. The number of enemies 
thus created was increased by his avaricious proceed-
ings, and on August 1, 1652, he was found assa; si-
nated in bis room.^° 

After tlie death of Penalva governors followed in 
lather quick succession, but nothing important is con-
nected with their time. The temporary rule of the 
alcaldes ended when on November 19, 1652, Martin 
de Bobles y Villafaiia, nominated by Viceroy Alva de 
Lista, took charge of the government, but being pro-

'" Azcárraga died during an cpidemic which, in 1648, played havoc in Yu-
catau to such an extent that no bells were tollcd except for mass. Not even 
the go\-ci iicr's death met with an cxception, and the burial took place with-
out aiiy ol the usual solemnities. Cogolludo, Jlist. Yvc, 714-30, gives many 
details rcicning to the pestilence. From 1627 to I63I, and later in 1636, 
11,„„1-; and ha,l ,io|,s had also jnoduced famine aud epidemics, of which many 
pcoiil,. fli.'d. ('"'jollcilo, IJi.<t. yiic, -JÚ'J-:], ÍjôH, ,VJ2-3. 

'̂ '"Oiic of the alcahlc^, \\\\o in tlic interim held the goverment, was Juan 
de Sala/ar M,jiitcjo, a great-great-grandsou of the Adelantado Francisco de 
Moutcj,). 

2» l),i\ ila had h, (ii hcld iu such esteem, that after his departure from Yu-
catan, the eity council of .M, ri,la in a lettcr to the king greatly eulogized Iiis 
adininistiatiou. Latcr, after thc death of Pe alva, a petition was sent toSpain, 
requcsting tliat Oi'ivila be sent as govemor for a third time. Cogollvdo, fíist. 
Yu'-., 7:^-3. The fuU titlc of his successor was García de Valdés Osorio, 
first count de l'e alva. / ' / . , 742. 

'"CogoUudo asíi-ris no cause for his death, bu th is unusually brief mention 
of his dciuise rather confiiTns the statement of Lava, that such a crime waa 
committcd. Xo clue was ever obtained. 
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moted to the province of Carácas was relieved by 
Pedro Saenz Izquierdo in November 1653, also by 
appointment from Mexico, and it was not until May . ; 
1655 tha t Francisco de Bazan arrived from Spain 
with a commission from the crown. H e was followed 
by José Campero,^^ w'ho governed from Augus t 1660 
till his death on the 29th of December 1662.^2 g^._ 
tween his successors, Francisco de Esquivel and Bo- ^i'Pi|i 
drigo Flores Aldana, temporary troubles arose, each 
claiming the government, and finall}^ the latter, who 
had been removed by the audiencia of Mexico, was 
reinstalled on January 29, 1667, by order of the 
king,^^ with whom he was a favorite. Without any 
apparent reason he was superseded on Deceiiiber 29, 
1669, by Frutos Delgado, oidor of the audiencia of 
Mexico, who came to take his residencia. Bu t in the 
following year Fernando Francisco "de Escobedo, ap-
pointed immediately by the crown, took charge of the 
government.^^ During his rule, which lasted from 
October 18, 1670, to March 27, 1672, the governor, 
wdio was an experienced soldier, directed his attention 
to the military affairs of the province, and the im-
provements wdiich he made were continued b}' his 
successors, Miguel Franco Cardones and Sancho Fer-
nandez de Angulo y Sandoval, of whom nothing 
worthy of note is recorded.^^ 

'1 CastiIIo says erroneously in one place that Bazan's successor was Anto-
nio Ancona, whereas in another he gives José Campero. Dicc fíi<t. Yuc, 54, 
142-5. His fuU title was José Campero de Sorrevilla, maestre de campo and 
knight of Santiago. Orclenes de la Corona, MS., iv. 2. 

^̂  His death was hastened, if not caused, hy a trick played on him in the 
cathedral of Mérida, at a late hour of the night, and the bishop and the Jesuits 
were supposed to have taken part in it, in order to gain more influence over 
him. Registro Yucateco, ii. 74-6. 

** Esquivel delivered the govemment to Flores on July 28, 1664, having 
ruled since September 4, 1663, but, obtaining his opponent's removal, again 
took possession on the 28th of March 1665. Guijo calls him Flores de Vera. 
Diario, in Doc fíi<t. Jlex,, série i., i. 548. 

^*RobIes, Diario, i. 140; Juarros, GuaL, 265. He was a knight of the grand 
cross of St John, bailío of Lora, and general of the artillery of Jaen. Ancona, 
IIi<t. Yuc, ii. 263, calls him Fernando Franco de Escobedo, and says he was 
commander of the villas of Saiuayon and Santi-Estévan. He was later pro-
moted to the presidency of Guatemala. 

3* Cardo es govemed from March 27, 1672, till September 28, 1674, and Au-
gulo from that date to the 18thof December 1677. Ancona,fíist. Yuc.,ii. 263-5. 
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The following governor, Antonio de la Iseca y 
Alvarado, an old inhabitant of Mérida, was removed 
throuQfh the intriofues of his enemies on the 20th of 
February, 1679, by the oidor Juan de Aréchiga, 
.seiit by the audiencia of jMexico. H e w\as reinstated, 
liowever, one year later, and remained in undisturbed 
jiossession till 1683,̂ ® when on Ju ly 14th Juan Bruno 
Telh^ de Guznian sueceeded him. The administration 
of this g()vei'nor is maiked in the annals of Yucatan 
by the IVequent invasions of pirates, w^ho, owáng to 
the pusillanimit}' of Tello, met w^th little resistance. 
To check sueh raids the fortification of Campeche 
was resolved upon, but it was only under the rule of 
his successor, Juan José de la Bárcena,^^ an experi-
enced soldier and energetic man, that any consider-
iible progress was made with the works.^^ 

The rule of tiie last tw^o governors, who at the 
elose of the seventeenth centur}'' administered the 
affairs of the province, is notew^orthy for the internal 
dissensions which prevailed. On August 20, 1693, 
Roque de Soberanis y Centeno, a man rather young 
for such high position, was intrusted with the reins 
of power.^'' Mainly through lack of experience he 
made, w^ithin a short time, a number of enemies, in 
whose ranks appeared also the bishop of Yucatan, 
Juan Cano y Sandoval."*" The dispute became so 
tiei'ce that Soberanis was excommunicated in Ju ly 
1694, and upon eomplaints laid before the audiencia 

'•^ lu 1682 a coníl.i;iration destroyed half of the town of Campeche. Robles, 
Diario, i. '.',4',',. 

^' Cu.<tiil',, hicc. IIi,ii. Yuc.^ s'j-9I. Robles, Diario, i. 399, calls him Bar-
rera. !!,• rulcl from July '25, I6SS, till August 20, 1693. 

'̂̂  1), tiiiLs are -ivcn iu ('u.stillo, loc. cit. The total cost of the fortification 
of Cainpcchc, ,],i ivcl from cjntributions by tlic crown and the inhabitants, 
.and from certain iiiiposts, amountcd to more than 200,000 pesos. lu February, 
]{'.'.){), the first picccs of hcavy artillery everseen in the province were landed 
a t th'- town. 

s» Hc owed his appointment to his descent from one of the wealthiest and 
ino^ t̂ influential families of Cádiz. 

*" Biographers of the hislio|,, who was a native of Mexico, speak of him in 
very favorable tcrins. Sce liijidro Yuc, ii. 278-81 ; Gastilh, Dicc HisL 
'itir., 145; Conctlios Prcjv., 1555-05, .359-60; lugucroa, Vindicias, MS., 70 ; 
Hohles, Dtario, i. 335, 360, 375. 
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of Mexico was removed from office, and summoned be-
fore tha t tribunal.*^ Mart in de Ursúa y Arizmendi, 
the governor elect, was appointed to replace Sobe-
ranis, and at once made preparations to avail himself 
of the opportunity to carry out his favorite project— 
the conquest of the Itzas. 

Meanwhile, however, Soberanis, acquitted in Mex-
ico, was restored to his government, and from this 
time to his death on September 25, 1699,*̂ ^ made all 
possible opposition to the schemes of his successor, 
notwithstanding royal orders to the contrary. Ursúa 's 
second term lasted from 1699 to the end of 1703, when 
he was deposed by the viceroy of Mexico, on a charge 
of implication in the murder of an alcalde of Vallado-
lid.^^ Ursúa went to Spain, w^here he not onh' justified 
his conduct, but obtained new^ distinctions, and was re-
instated on June 6, 1706, holding office till the 15th 
of September 1708, when he was promoted to the 
presidency of Manila.** 

The serviees that he rendered in the expedition 
against the Itzas in 1697, and which have already 
been related,^^ were probably the main reason for his 
preferment, for during tliat campaign he displayed all 
the qualities of a cautious and capable leader.^ áC 

^^An oidor, Francisco Zaraza, sent to Mérida in December 1694 to in-
vestigate the matter, returned to Mexico iu July 1695, without pronouncing 
sentence, the bishop having died in February 1695. Rohles, Diario, ii. 159-
60, 167, 170, I7'2. 

^^Of yellow fever, the first time the disease appeared in the country. Lara, 
Apuntes Jlisioricos, followed by CastiUo, Dicc. fíist. Yuc, 69. 

**A visitador, Cárlos Bermudez, wassentfrom Mexicoand later agovemor 
ad iuterim appointed, Alvaro de Rivaguda, who puuishod several of the 
guilty persons, but failed to discover any evidence of the complicitj' of Ursúa. 
Rohles, Diario, Ist ser., ii. 46S, 477, 484; Aitcona, fíi<t. Yuc, iL 316-25. 

** The titles of count de Lizarraga Vengoa, conqueror, perpetual govemor, 
and captain-general of the Itza provinces, were among others given him. 
Elo)-Z'i y Rada, Xoh'd., 211. 

^^See fíist. Cent. Amcr., iL 681 et seq., this series. 
*^In addition to the authorities already quoted, the reader is referred to 

Coijollvdo, JJist. Yuc, 2'20, 385-6, 452-752, passim; ]"tUa'jrt'tcrrc, JIi.-<f, Cong. 
Itza, 326-40, 410-17, 535-41; Gttijo, Diario in Doc IJi'sf. Jlex., Ist ser., i. 
223-4, 548; RohIe.«, Diario, i, 81, 140, 312, 343, 355, 358, 375. .399, 4.-)2, ii. 
155, 183; Ccdlc, Jlcin. y Xol., 84-5, 87-8; Ordenes de Ía Coronu, ]MS., iii. (14; 
Barbachano, JJciti, Camp,, 2-8; Ca.-itillo, D'icc JJi.<t. Yw., 54, 59-61, 63, 6!), 
72, 93, 294r-5; Juai-ros, Giiat., i. 33; Stephens, Yuc, ii. 194; Dicc Unic, vi. 
785-6; viii. 494, x. 763-6. 
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C H A P T E R IX. 

F I V E M O R E V I C E R O Y S . 

1660-1680. 

CouNT DE BANOS, TKE TWENTY-THIRD VICEROY—A N E W ORDER OF T H I N G S — 

INDI.VX REVOLT AT TEHUANTEPEC—AN AEBITRARY RULER—CHARACTER 

OF TIIE :M.\.N—HE IS REPLACED BY ARCHBISHOP O S O E I O — T H E PRELATE'S 

BRIEF lUT BENEFICENT GOVEIIN.AIENT—A NATIVE OF MEXICO MADE 

Ar.riir.i^iior—AmvAL OF MAR(:)UIS MANCERA—His EFFICIENT R U L E — 

CALII,II;NIA E.XPLORATIONS—THE CATHEDRAL OF MEXICO—ITS DEDI -

CATio.N—iI-\Nc EUA'S W I S E P O L I C Y — E R U P T I O N O F P O P O C A T E P E T L A N D 

OTHER CAL.VÍIITIES—VERACÍUAS, DESCENDANT OF COLUMBUS, AS VICE-

ROY—His UNTIMELY DEATH—ARCHBISHOP RIBERA SUCCEEDS—His 

CHAUACTER AND GOOD GOVERNMENT—HE DECLINES N E W HONORS— 

His RETIREMENT TO SPAIN, AND DEATH. 

LATE iii July 1660 the twenty-third viceroy of New 
Spain, Juan de Leiva y de la Cerda, marqués de Leiva 
y de Ladrada, conde de Bai os,^ arrived at Vera Cruz. 
H e enteied Mexico on the 16th of September, and on 
the sanie day took charge of the government. One of 
his fir.-t acts was the imprisonment of the castellan of 
the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, wâthout any appar-
ent leason, and such arbitrary measures were several 
tinies're[)eated during his administration wdiich was 
in strong eonti'ast with tha t of his predecessor. Dur-
ing the last months of Alburquerque's reign, news was 
received iii ]\Iexico that the Indians of the district 
of Tehuantepec were in revolt and had kiUed the al-
calde mayor.^ A small force sent against them was 
defeated, and preparations were made to assemble a 
larger expedition. Bu t before this was ready it was 

'Guijo calls hhn Juan de la Cueva Leiva y Labrada. Diario, 444, 447. 
^ The cause of the outbreak was the usual extortions practised upon the 

natives, many of them being driven to suicide. Robles, Vida, 151-3. 
(164) 
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learned that the troubles had been allayed by the in-
tercession of the bishop of Oajaca, Alonso de Cuevas 
Dávalos.^ 

Tlie count was a man utterly unfitted for the posi-
tion,* and soon made himself extremely unpopular 
,among his subjects. Vain, arrogant, and selfish, he is 
mentioned as one of the worst rulers that was ever s'iJÍIi 
placed at the head of affairs. As an instance of his v j j 
vanity it may be mentioned that in the second year ií lii 
after his arrival he used his influence to change the í' 
route of the procession of corpus christi in such a 
manner that it would pass by the viceregal palace. 
In the following year, on repeating this request, he 
met with energetic opposition from the new arch- .] 
bishop, Diego Osorio de Escobar y Llamas,^ who | 
under severe ecclesiastical penalties forbade any de- H 
viation from the rule observed since the early days 
of Spanish dominion. 

This was more than the overbearing viceroy could 
endure; and considering himself moreover deeply in-
jured by the general sympathy displayed by the pub-
lic, and the religious corporations, at the sudden death • 
of the commander of San Juan de Ulúa, who had been 
imprisoned by his order, he resolved on revenge.^ 

'Zamacois, IJiif. JKJ., v., erroneously gives the date as 1661; Mayer says 
1661 and 1662, Jlex. ArJec, i. 208; Rivera, Ili.it. Jalupa, i. 95, 1664. Dome-
nech, reversing the order, says the troubles arose in consequence of decrees 
issued byDávalos, fíist. JLx., i. 275-6. A letterof the kingdated October2, 
1662, tlianks the hishop for his services in flattering terms and promiscs him 
the royal favor. T^o''/'.?, r/c/a, 164-5. 

*Among other instances of his incapacity it may be mentioned that when 31 j 
news was received of the occupation of Cuba by the Euglish the viceroy at-
tempted to organize an expedition, but except enlisting a number of recruits , , 
and appointing two of Iiis sons as oífîcers, it is not recorded that he accom- i'lf! 
plished anythiug. 

'Bo rn in Corufia in Galicia, and in 1656 made bishop of Puehlaafterhold-
ing several important oflices in Spain. Lorenzana, in ConcHiosPror., 1555-05, 
220-1, 269. In 1663 he was promoted to tlie see of Mexico. Lorenzana, iu 
/ ' / . , 269-70, gives 1666 as the year, but mentions the correct date on p. 221. 
His mistake has been copied by líibera, Cohertiantcs, i. 213. 

^ The election of Osorio had frustrated the hopes of the bishop of Xica- 11 
ragua, Juan de la Torre, then in ^NIcxico, who was one of the viceroy's favor- f 
ites. Torre even later wrote to Spain^ calumniating the character of the l', .,• 
archbishop and of the oidores, on the other hand extoUing that of his patron. UÉ J 
By accident the affair became known, and the audiencia peremptorily ordered 
Torre to depart for his bishopric. Cuijo, Diario, 506-7. 

I 
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Failing in his efforts to undermine the influence of 
the archbishop, w^ho again in 1664 denied the r ight of 
the count to change the route of the corpus christi 
proecssion,' he next thought of exiling him under 
some pietcxt, which it would not be diííicult to find. 
Meanwhile he caused all letters from Spain addressed 
to O.^orio to be destroyed. On the 27th of June 
his preparations w^ere concluded, the audiencia had al-
ready l3een informed, and on the following day the 
plan' was to be executed. B u t at this moment an 
incident occurred which overthrew his projects. A 
vessel from Spain ran ashore near the old towai of 
Vera Crnz. The crew and mails were saved, and even 
the vigilance of the spies kept by the viceroy could 
not prevent the agents of Osorio from securing and 
delivering in safety the archbishop's correspondence. 
The latter wdth surprise observed tha t among the let-
ters was one, addressed to him, as viceroy of Mexico. 
Immediately the news spread, carrying with it no less 
joy than astonishment to all save the count, for he 
had wåthheld and burned six previous despatches of 
the same character.^ 

On the following day Osorio sent the official infor-
mation to the viceroy and the oidores, summoning the 
latter to the archiepiscopal palace. Showing them 
two rojal cédulas, which referred to him as viceroy 
and captain-general, he asked their opinion, whether 
these documents were sufficient authority for him to 
assume tbe government. The audiencia returned to 
the palace, there to discuss the question in presence 
of the count. The latter denied the right of Osorio, 
unless a cédula expressing the formal appointment be 
exhibited. The doubts were soon solved, for in the 
box containing the despatches another letter was 

' F o r having attempted this, the viceroy was afterward fined 12,000 
ducats. 

^ When tlic' hishop leamed this, he demanded thcir delivery under severe 
penalties. An oíficial of the govcmmcnt, who had witnessed the destmction 
of the (l.)ciiin,'iits, among which there had beeu one from the inquisition in 
Spaiu, was iiiiiirisoncd hy the holy oífice of Mexico for having concealed thia 
fact. Cuijo, Diurio, 520-30. 
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found directing the audiencia to take charge in case 
Osorio should have died or resigned. Immediatel}^ 
the oidores returned and informed the archbishop t h a t 
his authority was recognized, and two hours later he 
took the oath and was formally installed. Soon after-
ward, when again in his palace, the ex-viceroy paid 
him a visit, as prescribed by etiquette, and left hiin 
his guard. N o sooner did the people see the count 
alone, than they began to shout, scoff, and throw 
stones a t him and his companions, obliging thein to 
hasten as quickly as possible to the viceregal palace.* 

Great were the demonstrations of joy at Osorio's 
appointment. The streets were crowded; there were 
festivities and illuminations, and the following day a 
te deum was sung in the cathedral. A t the same time, 
in consequence of his resignation of the archbishopric, 
the bi.shop of Oajaca, Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos, had 
been appointed as successor. A t the request of the 
chapter and the new prelate Osorio continued, how-
ever, to govern the see till November, when Cuevas 
arrived. Al though the rule of the new viceroy lasted 
but a few months, many changes were made for t he 
better. The people began to breathe more freely. 
Persons exiled by Banos, and others, who from fear 
had left the town, returned; justice was administered 
with rigor, but with impartiality; the count of San-
tiago Calimaya, notwithstanding his high rank, and 
Pedro de Leiva, son of the ex-viceroy, were both 

' i l 

'â'\ 
I 

íih. 

' This according to Guijo. Nevertheless many later writers represent 
Ba os as a popular raler. Alegre says the viceroy \ isitcd and supported t he 
hospitals of the society, and calls him 'un virey de los mas ejemplares y 
justos. ' I/ist. Comp. Jestts, ii. 425-6. Similar though less enthusiastic praise 
is bestowed on him by Vetancurt, Trat. JIcx., 15, Lorenzana, Ilist. N. Esp., 
25, Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 47, and others. Similar manifestations, as whistling 
and hissing, were repeated months afterward, when the count was present a t 
some bull-fights arranged in honor of viceroy Mancera. In October 1664 his 
residencia was begun, but not concluded till 1666. Guljo, Diario, 557; Roh cs, 
Diario, i. 15. The entire property of the ex-viceroy was attached, notwith-
standing royal orders to permit his return to Spain, and he was placed under 
bonds for 40,000 pesos. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 38; Reales Cédulas, 
:MS. , ii. 148-9. In 1666 BaSos returned to Spain, where after the death of 
his wife he entered the order of the barefooted Carmelites. Rohles, Diar'io, i. 
17-18, 223, 239. 
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placed under arrest for arranging a duel.^'' Abuses 
introduced under the rule of Banos were reformed; 
all grants and appointments made by the latter were 
declared as null and void by order of the crown; and 
severe punishment was inflicted on several negligent 
and defaulting officials.^^ 

The activity displayed by the bishop-viceroy was 
astonishing, aiid seemed to be transmitted to all de-
partments of the government. Assistance in money, 
workmen, and ammunition was sent to Cuba; the 
management of the royal treasury was reorganized so 
eftectuallv that , after a rule of only six weeks, there 
were four hundred and fifty thousand pesos ready 
to be sent to Spain, and from Ju ly till October more 
than seventy law-suits w^ere despatched in the court 
of the audie'ncia. Thus the whole aspect of affairs w âs 
chano-ed, and hopes were entertained, tha t New Spain 
would prosper under his administration, when news 
arrived that a successor, appointed by the crown, had 
reaehed Vera Cruz. On September 27th the viceroy 
firinally gave up his office, and on November 15th his 
arehbishopric, when his successor took possession.^' 

Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos was the first native of 
]\[exieo who ever occupied the archiepiscopal chair 
of New Spain. H e w\as born in 1590, had studied in 
tlie Jesuit eollege, and been rector of the university 
in 1632. After holding the offices of canon at Puebla, 

'" Thc imbroglio arose in 1660 on the arrival of Ba os, in consequence of 
remarks made by Pcdi'o de Leiva, about the creoles, iu presence of the count. 
•Mtcications and hraw is followcd, hut the final seltlemcnt of the question had 
bccn de'aycíl till Banos \\'as rciiiovcl. Ctiijo, J'iurio, 546-7. 

" I>i,'-o \'all, s, an oíficial of the trcasury and quicksilvcr department, was 
sii,s],cii,lc',l and h'-avily Í'ÍM' ,1 iu virtue of a royal cédula, ' the severest ever 
<les],at, licl against an oíficial,' says Guijo. He was charcícl witli being bribed 
by H.iûos. Two regiilores were removed for haviug icvcaled the secrets of the 
cabihlo scssious to the foi'incr vicf'i'oy. Sec Guijo, Diurio, 537-48, where also 
.scv( ral similar cas, s arc mentioned. 

'^A month l i tc i , D'.ccmber 15, I(;()4, Osorio retumed to his diocese of 
l'ucbla, which he ictaincl till his death iu I67-'i. His residencia was taken 
in lHili). and several charges wcic prefcrred against liim by representatives of 
tlic couiit of Ba os, relative to liis conduct at the time of his succession to the 
^..\', riiiin iit, hut no sentence seems cvcr to have been pronounced against 
hiiii. -,i\, ,.iic, itiii.osincr a sniall fine, which afterward was revoked by the 
council ot ihc luilics. Ji'J,'"-, Jj'iurio, i. 29-34, 151. 
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and deacon and treasurer of the cathedral of Mexico, 
he became in 1657 bishop of Oajaca, whence he was 
promoted to the see of the capital. He wore the 
mitre but for a short time, dying the following year.^' 

The twenty-fifth viceroy, Antonio Sebastian de 
Toledo, Molina y Salazar, marqués de Mancera," ar-
rived at Vera Cruz in July 1664, but his entrance 
into Mexico was delayed for several months, when, 
notwithstanding an order of the crown, it was made 
on the 15th of October with the usual ceremonies.'^ 
On the same day he took possession of the govern-
ment.^^ His previous career had already given him 
an opportunity to exhibit his abilities, and he now 
showed that his election was fully justified. 

Immediately after his arrival the drainage of Lake 
Zumpango was recommenced. The undertaking had 
been begun nearly a century before, but w âs still in a 
backward condition. Under Mancera a friar of the 

*̂ His appointment was chiefly caused by the valuable services rendered 
iu suppressing the revolt of the Indians of Tehuantepec. Florencia, Hi<f. 
Prov. Comp. Je-ius, 232, says erroneously that from his see of Oajaca he was 
promoted to that of Puebla. In August 1665 he fell sick, and on September 
2d he died. Five days afterward his bulls arrived from Spain. His biogra-
phy was written by Antonio obles, the author of the Diario de sttce.'tos nota-
bles, under the title Resgiinrdo coiUra el olv'ido.. .de la v'ula.. .dil Illmo Sr 
Dr D. Alonso de Cuevus Dávalos, Mcxico, 1757, pp. xli\'. 208, 38. I tcontains 
minute details of the bishop's life, and the miracles he wrought, bu t little 
historical material. The work is less bigoted than others of that character 
aud epoch—the beginning of the eighteenth century. See also Ve.tancvrt, 
TraL Jlex., 25; Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 221, 308-9; Robles, Diario, i. 4-5, 
12; Jledina, Chrtín. S. Diego, 240. 

^•'Se or del Marmol y de las cinco Villas, tesorero general de la Orden 
de Alcántara, were his other titles according to J/iravcI y Cnsaderante, 
El gran Dicc, vii. 132. He was also comendador de Puerto-Uano iu the 
order of Calatrava and belonged to the council of war. Palafox, Estatittos De-
dicatoria. Later Mancera was made a grandee of Spain. W^hen he came to 
Mexico he had already a splendid record as an able oíficial, having been em-
bassador of the crown at Venice and in Germany. 

'" A cédula of July 1663 forbade public demonstrations or receptions to 
all new viceroj^s, for the reason tliat they entailed too much expense on the 
respectivc towns and villages. Onlcncs de la Corona, MS., i. I I . Rivera, 
Gottcrnantcs, i. 214, asserts that no public reception took place, and tha t 
Llancera presented to the king the money appropriated by the city to cover 
tho expcnses. A contemporary, Guijo, gives, however, a minute description 
of the icstivities lield in honor of his arrivaí, and one which difí'ers little, if 
at all, froni those celebrnted on siuiilar occasions. Diario, 553-5. 

"> lAircii.'.aiia, l/i.-tt. X. Esj)., 25, foUowed by Panes, Vireyes, MS., 103, 
t r.iiicjusly ])hiccs his -c.ie, cssi,)n to the government in the year 1665. 
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Franciscan order was put in charge of the work," 
and earnest efforts were made for its completion. 
Although this was not accomplished, greater progress 
was made than under any of his predecessors, and at 
a smaller cost.^^ The w^ork was confirmed b}^ his suc-
cessor, the archbishop Ribera, and concluded in the 
middle of 1675, inundations which occurred mean-
while having caused operations to be pushed with 
vigor.^'' A te deum was sung in the cathedral, and 
other solenmities celebrated the event. 

The vicerov's attention was now directed to financial 
and military affairs, both of which were in a deplorable 
condition, owing to the indolence and dishonesty of 
previous rulers. Convinced tha t the creation of new 
imposts w^ould not check the evil, and only add new 
burdens to those under which the inhabitants were 
already laboring, he began his reforms by improv-
ing the administration of the treasury department. 
When he arrived he not only found the strong-box 
empt}^ but was faced by a considerable amount of 
debts, contracted in preceding years, when the ex-
penses had always exceeded the income. Exercising 
a strict vigilance, and submitting the officials to fre-
quent inspections,^" he put an end to the peculations^^ 
which had been committed in all the different branches 

" His name was Manuel de Cabrera, and a monthly salary of 200 pesos waa 
assigned him. Cuijo, Diario, 562-3. Mancera, in the instructions to his suc-
cess, ,r. calls him Juan de Cabrera iu one place, in another IManuel. 

'^The cxcavations made during the time of ^lancera extended over 1,693 
varas, the expensc amounting to 138,550 pesos. See Mancera's report to hia 
succc.ssor, in In.<trucc. V'treyes, 263-4. This statement is doubtless more 
reliable than that given by Rivera, Gohernantes, i. 236, who speaks of 1,319 
varas with a cost of 105,950 ],esos. 

'^ Still th,; work seems to have been insuíficient, for in 1678 another iuun-
dation, which daiuaged the drain somcwhat, has been recorded. Robles, D'iarío, 
i. 26S. Aiiother pcril, though of a diíferent nature, threatened Mexico from 
the elose proximity of the powder-mill and magazine. Mancera averted the 
danger liy rcinoving the establishment to a greater distance, and distributing 
the pow,lcr in scveral depots, each of which contained only a small quantity. A 
short time after this was done a flash of lightning strack the factory without 
causing any damage. 

' " ' El jirimer movil que da impulso á la corriente y pura recaudacion de loa 
Reales haberes, coutcniendo el desorden.. .es el temor de las cuentas. ' Man-
cera. in Li.Jruc:c. Virrcycs, 290. 

^' In the custom-house alone they amounted in less than two years to more 
than 160,000 pesos. Id., 296. 
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of the department, and was able to leave it to his i | 
successor free of debts, and with an increased revenue. ' | 
Besides attending strictly to all the remittances which 
then were made to the West India Islands, the Phil-
ippines, and in support of the various presidios, he still L 
sent more than four million pesos to Spain. 

After the death of Felipe IV . , wliose obsequies 
were celebrated in Mexico with becoming solemnity,^^ 
the queen-regent gave to her loyal subjects of New^ 
Spain a proof of confidence, not uncommon at t ha t 
time, by appealing to them for voluntary donations 
to meet the increased expenses caused by the change 
in the government. Viceroy and archbishop imme-
diately set the example^^ by subscribing a considerable 
amount, w^hich in a short time was swelled to more 
than a hundred thousand pesos. I t was only natural 
tha t such patriotism should be recognized, and the 
crown expressed its approval in several cédulas, the 
last of which, dated June 11, 1672, directed that the 
viceroy should instruct his successor as to his policy 
in financial matters. 

INIancera's reforms in military affairs were less suc-
cessful, chiefly in consequence of the lukewarm coop- . 
eration of the government in the mother country. || 
The latter indeed issued on one occasion orders re- j) 
ducing the pensions and gratuitous subventions, and |! 
appropriated the amount thus saved to the support \m 
of a fleet,^^ but contradictory instructions, now direct- ;l 
ing the vessels to protect the coasts of New Spain i 
and the islands, now recalling them to Spain, left the 1 

**The king had died on September 17, 1665; his demise was published in 
Mexico the 26th of í*Iay 1666, and all persons were ordered under fine to put 
on mouming. Early in June the viceroy received the formal visits of condo-
lence from the audiencia, inquisition, chapter of the cathedral, and the re-
ligious orders; funeral services were also held, but the exequies proper were 
not celebrated till July, when they lasted for about a month. After the 
beginning of Noveinber mourning was laid aside. Robles, Dairio, i. 18-27. 3 

" The former by making a gift of 12,000, the latter one of 8,000 pesos. S i 
'* A royal cédula of J u h ' 3, 1669, reduced all the pensions of 300 ducata - '̂ 

or less to 200, and beyond that to one half of their original amount. None 
were to exceed 4,000 ducats, 'pues en esta forma es bastante la recompensa 
q u e . . .pueda recargar sobre el Real Patrimonio, quando se halla tan exausto.' 
Moviemayor, Svmarios, 265-6. 
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commerce of the colonies at the mercy of the corsairs. 
Disregard was also shown to the pressing demands 
of the mai'(|ués for the improvement of the defenses of 
the coast ports on the Nor th and South seas. H i s 
request that the fortifications of San Juan de Ulúa 
should be repaired w^ere r o t even answered.'^^ 

I t was hoped tha t the treaty concluded between 
England and Spain, October 8, 1670, whereby either 
power was granted the sovereignty over the lands 
then in their possession in the Indies, and all trade 
forbidden betw^een the two nations in those regions, 
would be of benefit to the provinces; but such was 
not the case. The governor of Jamaica, Thomas 
Lynch, continued to grant the pirates a tacit protec-
tion, and it was only under his successor, Lord 
Vaughan, that the licenses given to the corsairs were 
revoked, and a number of the sea-robbers hanged, 
when, in disregard of warnings, they returned to tha t 
island to dispose of their booty. 

In the beginning of 1672 some English buccaneers 
landed near the mouth of Goazacoalco Biver, and 
tlience made raids on the neighboring villages. The 
viceroy, afraid of provoking hostilities, or for some 
other reason, did not proceed against them, but asked 
for instructions from Spain. ' I n reply he was rebuked 
for his hesitation, and ordered to dislodge the invaders, 
and try the captured piiates in Mexieo, instead of send-
ing them to Spain, as had been usual. A n expedition 
was despatched, and succeeded in driving the English 
vessel a>hore, where it was burned. The crew, how-
evei', fled to the woods. Subsequently detachments 

"^ Mancera himself had inspected them in the beginning of 1670. Mancera, 
in Ii trucc Vireycs, 'J'l; I!<J,i< s, Diario, i. 86. I t was not alone from pirates 
that danger threatened N'era Craz; a garrison of tolerable force was also re-
quii, 1 to prevent anjmthrc ik of the negro slaves, who at intervals had been 
sciit liere, sometiines several hundred at a time. In 1669 about 500 of them, 
whcn near \ ' e ia Craz, on the road to Mexico, had risen, overpowered and 
kiiled the cscort, and fled to the woods. I t became necessary to send forces 
a:.'ainst them to remove such dangerous neighbors from the principal port of 
New Spain. 
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were also sent agaiiist British corsairs near Campeche, 
and in the Laguna de Términos, but their operations 
were confined to the destruction of some settlements 
on the coast, as the deep draught and unwieldy shape | ' 
of the Spanish ships prevented them from pursuing 
the enemy in the shallow water. 

I n matters of local interest, as well as in the affairs ^ 
of state, Mancera proved himself a zealous ruler. I 
Aroused by the comments niade in Europe on the 
slow progress of the cathedral building of Mexico, he 
set to w^ork energetically to hast-en its completion. 
I n 1573, as already mentioned, the construction of a 
temple worthy the high rank w hich the capital of New 
Spain occupied among all the colonies of the crown, fii j 
had been commenced. The grandeur of its plan w'as, I ™' 
however, equalled only by the dilatoriness with w^hieh 
it was executed. In 1615 only part of the outer walls 
had been finished, but in 1623 the vaults of the main 
sacristy were ready, and three years later the old 
cathedral was pulled down; the host was transferred 
to the new building, and divine service performed 
there. From tha t time progress was slow, and the 
great inundation of 1629 caused it to be entirely iu-
terrupted till toward the end of 1635, when work was 
resumed with zeal by Viceroy Cadereita, and con-
tinued with good results by his successors.^^ 

The activity of Alva de Liste, who brought the 
completion within the reach of probability as was gen-
erally said, and in whose time the construction of a 
tower over the ciborium was begun, was, however, 
eclipsed by tha t of the duke of Alburquerque. Owiiig 
to the latter 's personal interest, his frequent pecuniary i[i 

^̂  Under Cadereita the first vaults of the principal nave and five others 
of the aisles were concluded. During Escalona's rule part of the main nave 
was covered, and in 1641 the holy sacrament placed t^jere, as the sacristy 
proved too small. Sariiiana, Not. breve, 8. At the time of V iceroy Salvatierra, 
other vaults as also some chapels being sufficiently advanced, the conse-
cration of Archbishop Manosca took place in 1645, and this circumstance 
probably misled Gonzalez Dávila who asserts that diiring Manosca's rule the 
cathedral was completed. Teatro Ecles., i. 66. 
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donations, and the premiums he gave to the work-
men, great progress was made. The number of 
bells^" was increased, the tower and several of the 
vaults finished, and the remainder of the church 
covered with a roof of wood. On the 30th of Jan-
uary, 1656, the dean and chapter assembled in the 
cathedral, and w^ere joined by the viceroy, his consort, 
daughter, and at tendants; the doors were closed, and 
an appropriate speecli was made by the duke, referring 
t(̂  the condition of the work and his satisfaction at the 
progress attained. Then in the name of the king he 
formally delivered the temple with the keys to the 
chapter. In succession the viceroy, accompanied only 
by his w îfe and daughter, proceeded to the presbytery, 
and kneeling kissed its first step ' with all veneration 
and respect.' This done the three august personages 
began to sweep tha t part of the church in a thorough 
way, as the pious chronicler remarks.^^ 

The formal dedication was ordered to be held on the 
2(1 of February. The different religious orders, and 
the alcaldes de corte, were assigned sites in the neigh-
borhood of the cathedral whereon to erect altars and 
make other preparations. AII was in readiness by the 
end of January, and neither money nor pains was 
spared to produce a spectacle which for its magnifi-
cence surpassed all others of similar character. One 
order had vied with another in the decoration of the 
altars, covering them with costly trimmings of brocade 
and embroidery in gold and silver. On them were 
placed the images of the patron saints, often of superior 
workmanship, and always of costly material. The 
streets along which the procession was to march had 
been gaudily decorated, and all passiiig of carriages 

" Accordingto Sari ana, Not. breve, 14, Alburquerque increased the number 
from 8 to 20. Guiio, iu his Diario, 279-326, passim, gives minute accounts 
of 19. assigning to fhe largest, named Dona María, a weight of 44,000 pounds, 
a figure which, if correct, would place it among the largest ever made. 

^®It may hc added tliat, according to the same author, 200 Indians had 
already done the preliminary cleaning of the temple some days before at the 
expense of the viceroy. Gu'ijo, Diario, 338-9. 
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in them was forbidden for several days under pain of 
forfeiture. 

On the Ist of February all the religious orders, 
brotherhoods, and other clergy, together wåth the dea-
cons, assembled in the atrium of the cathedral, with 
crosses and candles, and the procession was formed. 
Members of the brotherhood of San Pedro, w4th 
burning lights, and red stoles over their surplices, 
carried the images of San Pedro and of Our Lady of 
Assumption, the patron of the church. They w^ere 
followed by the chapter of the cathedral, amongst 
whom rode thir ty knights of the military orders, the 
dean Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos with the holy sacra- jijjij 
ment, the members of the university, the city author- ./' 
ities, the tribunals, the officials of the contadurías, 
treasury, and audiencia; the viceroy Alburquerque 
with his attendants, all richly attired, coming last. 
When the priest carrying the host reached the cathe-
dral, the seven doors were opened, the holy sacrament 
was placed in the ciborium, and after prayers had 
been said the procession dispersed. Fireworks around 
the church and on the tower, together with a general 
illumination of the city, concluded the preliminary 
festival. 

The following day the cathedral was opened to the 
public, but no mass was said during the early hours. 
A t ten o'clock the viceroy arrived, accompanied by 
the university, audiencia, tribunals, and city council. 
H e was received at the main entrance by the chapter, 
and conducted amid the ringing of bells into the í 
church,^^ while the te deum was being chanted. Be- ]i 
fusing the offered cushion he kneeled dowm, repeated jj||-
his prayers, kissed the first steps of the presbytery, j 
and was then led to his seat, close to which, though 
separate, were those of his consort and his daughter. 
After a procession in the cathedral with lighted 
tapers, divine services began simultaneously in the 
four different chapels into which the church had been 

I 
I I I 

^ ' Como si fuera recíen venido.' Guijo, Diarío, 346. If 
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divided. I t w âs a novel spectacle to the peopk of 
Mexico, upon w'hom it made a deep impression. The 
dean, officiating at the main altar, pronounced the 
dedication, to which the canônigo magistral responded 
in a sermon, which lasted several hours. A t night 
tlie cathedral and city were again illuminated, and so 
every night during the ten days wdiich the celebra-
tion Iasted,^° the sermons being preached in turn by 
members of the different religious orders. Every day 
viceroy, audiencia, and other principal magistrates 
were present, and the same undiminished enthusiasm 
was shown by the people. 

Alburquerque continued the work on the cathedral, 
and in October, 1659, a numberof houses surrounding 
the building were demolished in order to allow more 
spacc for the majestic pile. His successors Banos and 
Osorio inherited his sympathy but not his zeal for the 
work, and it advanced but slowly under their adminis-
tration. Under Mancera, however, a notable change 
took place, and such progress w âs made, that in the 
beginning of 1667 he was able to inform the king ap-
proximately w hen the whole interior of the church 
would be finished. In reply the sovereign expressed 
his thanks for the energy displayed and requested him 
to continue his efforts. The viceroy had not promised 
too much; for on the 22d of December the second 
solemn dedication of the temple took place. I t was 
a festival similar to the one held eleven years before, 
though the solemnities did not last so long.̂ ^ The 
total cost up to that date exceeded a million and three 

"̂ The daily consumption of wax alone amounted to 150 pounds, and its 
cost was defi-ayed by the Cofradia del Santís'imo Sacrumento. Guijo, Diarw, 
349. 

"' The 22(1 of December was selected, it being the birthday of the queen 
of Spain. Thc fcstivities v.ere essentially in the same style and on the same 
scale as undcr Alburquerque. One of the sermons was delivered on tha t 
occasion by the Doctor Isidro ,Sarí ana, a parísh priest of Mexico, and in 1668 
hc publishetl it together with a description of the celebration and an historical 
account of the cathedral since its beginning. The title is Notkia breve De La 
Solemne.. .Dedicac'ion del Tcruplo Metropolitano de Mexico, pp. 50, 28. The 
work is dedicated to the consort of the viceroy, Leonor Maria del Carreto, 
and contains, besides its historical records, a panegyric of the christian re-
ligion, the sovereigns of Spain, and their representatives in New Spain. 
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quarters of pesos, but was considerably increased in. 
later years, as the completion was not finally effected 
till the beginning of the present century.^^ [,Jji. 

The dimensions of the cathedral are 393 feet in |j 
length from north to south, by 192 feet in width froni 
east to west.^ The architecture is of the Doric 
order,^ all the columns, bases, capitals, cornices, and 
friezes being of hewn stone, and the other w ôrk of 
tetzontli.^^ ii" 

The whole edifice, containing fourteen chapels, is |! 
divided into five parts, the principal one, the main 
nave, being 53 feet wide from column to column. 
Five portals give entrance, three of them facing the 
great square or plaza toward the south, while light i.s 
admitted by 174 windows. The cupola, 184 feet || 
above the pavement, and of octagonal form, is sur- ú 
mounted by a fanal 44 feet high. n this magnificent j,,ll 
temple were placed many and valuable images and 
ornaments. Ainong the former the most remarkable 
was that of Our Lady of the Assumption, wrought of 
gold, as was also the pedestal and the four angels su[>-
porting the image.^^ Another was that of Our Lady of 
the Conception of pure silver,^'' and less valuable onc.^ ' T 

'^Hemandez, Estad. MéJ., 257-8, says that expenses tiU 1677 amounted' 
to 2,543,264 pesos. The annual appropriation from the royal treasury was 
18,500 pesos; and one year 13,000 pesos more were granted by the crown. 
Suri/'iana, Not. hreve, 20. Bustamante in Alegre, H'ist. Comp. Jesus, ii. 410, 
niakes a blunderwhen he gives the cost u p t o 1667 as 1,050,000 pesos. Worse 
still is Saavedra in Dicc Univ., ii. 280, AVIIO asseits that the cathedral was 
finished in 1657 by Márcos Ramirez de Prado and dedicated by him on the 
22d of December, the amount expeudedsofar being I,7.'i9,000pesos. Ramirez 
did not become archbishop of Mexico till November 1666, and died the follow-
ing year in May, seven months before the inauguration of 1667 took place. 

^^Orozco y Berra, in Dicc Univ., v. 674, copies the above statement of 
Sarinana, but is evidently mistaken in his Mem. Ciud. Jlex., 96, where he 
mentions 130^ and 61 metres. Saavedra, in loc. cit., difí'ers again, saying 
155§ and 73 varas. 1 j) 

^*Vetancurt, Trat. Jíex., 17, says it is of the lonic order. \\ \ 
'*A red, light, hard, porous stone, which was found in the neighborhood 

of Mexico and extensively used for buildings. See also Native Races, ii. 
160, 557, 568, this series. ' » 

'* I t s -weight is tha t of 139 marks of gold, then representing 6,984 pesos î ' 
de oro. ' 

*' Weighing 138 marks and more than one vara high ; i t was a present of 'i A M 
the Bilversmiths of Mexico. Since 1618 i t had had ita o'wn chapel. Ribera^. I) IH^ 
Oohemanks, i. 221, says erroneously it was of gold. jj ifll''' 
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were distributed in the different chapels. Ofconsid-
erable value were also the church vessels, among which 
a silver baptismal font, and a monstrance of the same 
metal, especially excited admiration.^ 38 

Although the viceroy proved himself beyond doubt 
a man of christian character, he would not allow the 
least encroachment of the church upon his prerog-
atives as the representative of the king. In 1666 a 
litigation arose between him and the inquisition about 
a small sum of money which the holy office had forcibly 
extracted froni the r(\val treasury at Guadalajara under 
Home trivial pretext. Mancera objected, and with the 
eonsent of the audiencia, notwithstanding loud protests 
of the inquisition, obliged the latter to refund the 
money. Both [lartics appealed to the king, wdio after 
some investigations had been inade approved the mar-
qu(_''s conduct.^^ A t other tiines disputes sprang up 
between him and the clergy about tha t fruitful source 
of discord, the royal patronage, but he usually con-
trived to check their aspirations wdien too grasping, 
wliile 011 other occasions he w^ould give way if it 
could be done without prejudice to the crown. H e 
was prompted to the latter course by the king, w ĥo 
while approving his efforts to maintain the royal au-
thority, intimated that he disliked such quarrels, from 
which, moreover, little benefit was derived.*" 

The viceroy always pursued a conciliatory policy, 

'*The value of the candlesticks and chandeliers for ordinary use alone 
represented a considcrable sum. ' Solamente en vn facistor, seis blandones 
Imperiales dcl altar, quatro mayores de cirios.. .y los Ciriales, sirven al culto 
casi de ordinario mil y cinquéta y siete marcos de plata. ' Sarinano, Not. 
Invc, 28. 

^ The inquisition qualified the ordcr of the viceroy for the repayment of 
•theamountseizedas 'injusta iuusitada y de malas consecucncias,' and told liim 
fio in plain language. Jlanerra, in Instrucc Vireyes, 270-1. 

*" In the instructions givcn by Mancera to his successor he quaintly remarks, 
tha t notwithstanding liis long experience, obtained both in Peru and New 
Spain, he still has remained so ignorant of the patronage questiou 'que lo 
que he aprendido es solo saber, que la ignoro, y que su acierto cousiste en 
puntos y ápices indivisibles.' He expresses the hope that the new appointee 
may be more successful 'amidst gulfs and reefs so very imsafe.' Id., 285-6. 
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and thus dissensions which threatened to end in a 
serious rupture between him and the archbishop 
were avoided. They had been caused by tbe com-
plaints of the latter about several of the religious 
orders, and were decided against the primate when 
brought before the audiencia. The government even 
threatened him, though in vain, wâth a suspension of 
the temporalities. Bibera refused to obey, but was 
finally persuaded to do so under protest through the 
intercession of the inquisition.^^ 

When the end of his second term of office drew 
near, Mancera had requested to be relieved; but the 
sovereign was not willing to part wáth such an able 
governor, and prolonged his term for three years more, 
the news reachino; Mexico in the beo^inninD;' of Octo-
ber 1670.*̂ ^ A t about the same time á cédula arrived 
by which the viceroys of New Spain w-ere again author-
ized to appoint governors ad interim íbr the Philip-
pine Islands, a right which had been revoked in 1664, 
but was now restored*^ upon the representations of the 
viceroy to the India Council. Al though the condi-
tion of affairs in New Spain was at this time fairly 
prosperous, several calamities occurred during IMan-
cera's administration. Soon after his succession to the 
viceroyalty an eruption of Popocatepetl took place, 
lasting four days, and the showers of ashes and stones 
threw into consternation the entire population of the 
surrounding districts.*^ A t about the same time a 
tornado struck Vera Cruz, causing an inundation, 
which flooded the city and did considerable damage. 

*^According to Robles, Diario, i. 8 3 ^ , a rather powerful influence was 
e.\eicise,l hy the marqués'consort, who threatened to enter the convent of 
Santa Teresa if no reconciliation were eífected. 

*'^ A few days before, a large torch-Iight procession had been held in honor 
of the king's birthday. 

" B y cédulas of October 22, 1669, and May 6, 1670. Jlancera, Instruccion, 
in Col. Doc Iitcd., xxi. 462-3, and in Instrurc. Vireyes, 266. 

**Authorities differ about the date. Lorenzana, fíist. X. Esp., 25, says it 
was in the same year when Mancera arrived, but gives the latter erroneously 
as 1665. Cavo, Tres Sijlos, ii. 47, also adopts 1665, in which he is followed 
by Rivera, fíist. Jatapa, i. 95, but this writer makes the blunder of placing 
it uuder the rule of Ba os. 
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The fleet, then at anchor, suffered also to a great ex-
tent ; one of the larger vessels broke her chains and 
was driven on a reef, w^here she was lost with all her 
cargo,^^ while two smaller ones foundered. Two years 
later, in the middle of 1667, earthquakes began to 
alarm the population, but although the first on July 
30th is said to have somewhat injured the tower of 
the church of Santa Clara at Mexico, and the cathe-
dral of Puebla, subsequent shocks, which occurred at 
smaller or greater intervals till May 1668, seem to 
have caused little damage. 

A more serious affliction, however, was threatened 
by a failuie of the crops of maize and cacao in the 
3-ear 1673, producing a famine which caused great 
hardship to the natives.^^ The viceroy in unison with 
the city council strove to alleviate the evil, introduc-
ing into ]\Iexico grain from other parts. While thus 
engfaofcd he learned that his successor, the duke of 
Veraguas, had arrived; and in consequence laid down 
tlii' ofovernment on the 9th of November 1673. A 
few days later he left the city for Otumba, where he 
had an interview with the new ruler. H e also gave 
him, by order of the king, a full report upon the con-
dition of the country, together with suggestions for 
its government.*' 

About the beginning of April 1674 the marquis set 

*^It was on a reef called ' Bajo de la Lavandera,' according to Bustamante 
in .álc'jrc, Ilist. Comp. Jesiis, ii. 439. Rohles, Diar'io, i. 12, gives the name of 
the vessel as ' El Buen Suceso,' difí'ering from Alegre, loc. cit., who names it 
San Ja^ier and rclates in a long story, how a fcw planks of the sliip, with the 
image of that saiut, floated agaiust tide and wiud to the city, and remained 
at the doors of the Jesuit coUege tiU thcy werc recovered by two pious 
fathers. Since tliat time the image has been highly venerated, and is said to 
have miraculously inaintaiued the original freshness of its colors. 

**'The Indian population increased undcr the rale of Mancera, as was 
ascertained by a ccnsus takeu by his order, to 'vindicate the charge alleged 
against the Spauish government of fostering the systematic extermination of 
the nativcs. Jl'tncera, in In,strucc. Vireyes, 266. 

*' The full text of these instractions, dated October 22, 1673, may be found 
'm Instrucc \'ireycs, 257-301. In this document Mancera gives a minute de-
scription of the condition of the country, of important events which occurred 
imder his rule, and of all noteworthy affairs. I t is of very interesting char-
acter, free from all ostentation; it reveals the superior administrative talent 
of the retiring viceroy, and contains much valuable information, and many 
Buggestions to guide his successor. 
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out from Mexico,*^ but on reaching Tepeaca his w4fe 
fell sick and died. H e r funeral w âs held on the 28th 
of April in the cathedral of Mexico by the archbishop, 
and Mancera sailed from Vera Cruz the 3d of July . 
H i s rule had lasted more than nine years and had 
materially changed for the better the aspect of affairs 
in New Spain. 

Almost two hundred years had now elapsed since 
the discovery of the New World, when the services 
of the great navigator were again acknowledged by 
exalting one of his descendants to the viceroyalty of 
New Spain. Pedro Nuno Colon de Portugal , duque 
de Veraguas y de la Vega, marqués de Jamaica, a 
grandee of Spain of the first class, and knight of the 
golden fleece, was appointed as the twenty-sixth 
representative of the sovereign of Castile and Leon.*^ 
On the 26th of September 1673 he arrived at Vera 
Cruz, and on the 8th of December made his official 
entry into Mexico, taking possession of the govern-
ment. H e was well advanced in years, and in a few^ 
days died, tha t is to say on the 13th, and so suddenly 
tha t not even the last sacraments could be adminis-
tered. His death brought much grief, for he was li|i 
said to be kind and benevolent, and the steps taken 
by him to alleviate the condition of the natives 
seemed to justify the opinion. The obsequies were "3? 
held with the pomp becoming his illustrious rank, and | 
three years later the remains were taken to the family il î 
vault.^'^ 'i" 

*^His residencia had been begun November 20, 1673, by the oidor Juan ijji 
de Gárate y Francia, but nothing about its result is known. 'M 

*'Alaman, Disert., i. Ist app. 12, iii. app. 36, makes some contradictory ,!{î 
statements upon the question whether he was at that time a duke of Vera-
guas and grandee of the first class. See also fíist. Cent. Am., i. 274, this 
âeries. Guijo, Diario, 519, speaks of the appointment in 1663, of a duke of 
Veraguas as successor of Viceroy Ba os. 

*" By the fleet which sailed from Vera Craz June 29, 1676. Robles, Diario, 
i. 21S. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 52, supposes the remains were takeu to Santo , . 
Domingo. Robles intimates that they were sent to Spain, which vcrsiou has .É |il 
been adapted by Rivera, Gobernantes, i. 240, and Zamacois, Ilist. JI'J., v. 
422. 
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The appointment of the duke of Veraguas as vice-
roy of New^ Spain had been made more with a view 
of distinguishing that personage than from political 
reasons. Foreseeing tha t in all probability his rule 
woLild be only of short duration, the queen regent 
sent by the same fleet w^hich carried him a sealed 
letter to the inquisition with instructions for its de-
livery to the audiencia as sooii as his decease should 
occur. In compliance with this order the document 
was presented on the 13th of December 1673, and it 
was learned tha t F ray Payo Enriquez de Rivera was 
appointed successor.^^ 

Tlie new ruler was a native of Seville, and the son of 
the duke of Alcalá, viceroy of Naples.^^ In 1628 he 
professed in the Augustinian order, and having studied 
in iSalamanca, and obtained the degrees of master of 
philosophy and theology, held subsequently several 
important offices in Spain till 1657, wheii he was pre-
sented to the see of Guatemala,^^ and thence in 1667 
promoted to that of Michoacan. Bu t before reach-
ing his new diocese he learned of his appointment 
to the archbishopric of Mexico,^* w^here he arrived 
toward the end of June 1668,^^ the see having been 
vacant since the death of his predecessor, Marcos 
Bamirez de Prado.^^ The latter having been pre-
viously bishop of Michoacan for nearly tw^enty-six 

^̂  Doubts having arisen whethcr he was also vested with the presidency 
of the audieneia, a c6dula from Spain, whicli arrived in February 1675, set-
tled the queêtion by appointing him president. Rohlcs, Diurio, i. 177. 

^̂  His uame is difí'ereutly given by the various authorities. Lorenzana, 
in ConrH'tos I'ror., 1555-05, 291, calls liim Fray Payo de Rivera. In Rinra, 
Gc,hcritnittc-<, i. 241, the name has been reversed to Payo de Rivera Enriquez. 
The saiiR' author, foUowiug apparently a version of the Dicc Univ., iii. 207, 
sa} s he was a natural sou. 

•̂* see Ilist. C'ent. Am., ii. 667-8, this series, for his career as bishop of that 
diocc-,e. 

•''Sosa, Ej,i<cop. Jlex., 142, makes him bishop of Chiapas and bishop 
elect of Michoacan at the timc of his promotion to the see of Mexico. Zama-
cois, Ilist. JJ'J., V. 422, says Rivera was then in Michoacan. 

'•'''' The ai)])oiiitnieiits being always made optional, his pall did not arrive 
till Octobcr, 1670. Two months later, on the 8th of Deceraber, he was for-
mally installed as archbishop. 

**'He was a Franciscau and a native of Spain, but being of an advanced 
age, succumbed t ) tlie change of climate, wheu he proceeded from Michoacan 
to Mexico. His piety sccms to have been equalled by his charity, and great 
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years, had been appointed archbishop in November h'lií 
1666, but died in May of the following year. 

A general feeling of satisfaction prevailed when t h e 
appointment of Rivera as viceroy becaine knowm, for 
the fame he had acquired in Guatemala, and during 
his pastoral labors in the capital, had just ly won for 
him the good opinion of the people. I t had been 
through his influence tha t the Bethlehemites, estab-
lished in Guatemala since 1653," and the first relig-
ious order created in America, were induced to extend 
their labors to Mexico. The congregation of San 
Francisco Javier, which had not been recognized by 
the king, were persuaded by the archbishop to cede 
their house to the new-comers. The latter to the 
number of four, Francisco de la Misericordia, Gabriel 
de Santa Cruz, Juan Gilb6, and Francisco del Bosario, | î| 
the superior,^^ took possession of the building, and 
being aided by the viceroy, and the count of Santiago, 
were enabled ere long to open a hospital for conva-
lescents, and subsequently also a church, the former 
on the 31st of May 1675, and the latter on March 25, 
1677,^^ and gradually their labors extended inore and 
more, the example given by the viceroy Bivera, in 
defraying the expenses of the hospital for every first ||i|! 
day of the month, having been followed by other 
donations from prominent citizens. Later , however, 

eulogy is bestowed on him for his untiring zeal during an epidemic, which in 
1643 swept away a great part of the population of Michoacan. Gonzalez Dá-
vila, Teatro, i. 130-4; Romero, in Soc Jlex. Geog., Boletin, l a ép. viii. 543-4. 
Before and after the succession of Ramirez to the archbishopric, noisy dis-
turbances had occurred between the memhers of the chapters, two parties 
having sprung up, both of which claimcd a right to the most important offices. 
The dissensions lasted from 1665 to 1667 and excited considerable scandal in 
the city. Robles, Diario, i. 7-10, 39-47. 

^'See fíist. Cent. Am., ii. 666-7, this series, for the establishment of t he 
order in Guatemala. 

^^García, fíist. Beth., ii. 110, gives the first name, probably by misprint, 
as Francisco de la Miseria; Vetancurt speaks only of three brothers, mention-
ing one as Francisco de San Miguel, in which he is followed by Cabrera. Es-
cudo de Armas, 429; 7Vaí. Jlex., 37. Orozco y Berra, Mem. Ciud. Jlex., 133, 
says two brothers began the foundation at Mexico. 

^^Robles, Diario, i. 189, 232; Vetancvrt, Trat. Jlex., 37; Cavo, TresSigh-s, 
ii. 55; Jledina, Chrtín. S. Diego, 12. Orozco y Berra, il/em. Ciud. Jlex., 133, 
differs, assigning the dates as May 29, 1675, and February 12, 1677, respec-
tively. 

5 ! / ' 
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hospitals for sick persons in general, and primary 
schools for children, were founded, together w4th 
houses where food and shelter were provided for 
travellers and strangers. The members ived accord-
ino' to monastic rules after the Augustinian rites, but 
were subject to secular jurisdiction.^'' Their four vows 
of poverty, chastity, obedience, and hospitality were 
binding only while they remained in the brotherhood, 
bu t after a membership of three years they were al-
lowed to bind themselves for life by an additional 
vow. 

On his departure from New Spain in 1680 the vice-
roy further showed his regard for the order by making 
a donation of a thousand pesos and presenting them 
with all his carriages.^^ Bivera proved himself no less 
capable as a military leader than as a prelate, and in-
deed it w âs necessary that at this epoch, when the 
coasts of New Spain were continually infested with 
corsairs, the one at the head of affairs should possess 
the qualities of a soldier. Meetings were convoked, 
and measures adopted to prepare against threatened 
depredations. A council was held in February 1675 
to discuss the means of raising a force of nine hundred 
men, asked for by the governor of Campeche. Soon 
afterward news reached the capital from H a b a n a t h a t 
a hostile force of about fifteen hundred men was pre-
paring to land between old and new Vera Cruz, and 
immediately steps were taken to place that port in a 
.-.tate of defence. Ammunition was sent there, com-
panies of cavalry were raised, and guns placed at the 

®"The buU of Pope Clement X., issued in 1674, placed the order under the 
jurisdiction of the hishop, Jlc'Hna, Chrtín. S. J)i",/o, 12, but the royal cédula 
of Fehruary 2!l, 1676, permitting its estahlishinciit iu Mexico, forbids 
the cstahhslinicnt of a convent, ' que no ha de ser ereccion Eclesiastica, 
fiino sugeta é incorporada al Real Patrouato. . .apartando todo aquello, que 
puede tener color de Con^cnto, ô Casa Religiosa, ô Eclesiastica,' expressly 
placing it imder secular jiuL^lietion. Jloittcii t'i/or, Snnur'ios, I I . For the 
rules of the order see (JanJu, Jl'ist. BifJt., ii. l'fi-'.r,. 

«1 A detailed account of the Bethleliemite order will be found in Carcíu, 
Jl'i-it. Befh., ii. 100 et seq. Vetancurt, TraL Jltx., 37-9, gives also mauy 
particulars, as the fouuder, Pedro de San José Vetancur, was a near relative 
to him. 
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openings of the streets. The inhabitants, however, ! i , 
began to leave the town, taking with them their valu- 'yø 
ables.^^ Fortunately the alarm proved to be false, for 
on the 19th of June 1675 letters from Habana were 
received stating tha t no enemy had appeared as yet, ' lî̂  
and the panic subsided. A t about the same time ru-
mors spread of other projected invasions on the South 
Sea coast, and preparations had also to be made in tha t 
direction. A t greater or less intervals similar news 
was received during the foUowing years.^^ 

I n 1678 the pirates operated successfully against 
Campeche, and during the same year exaggerated re-
ports announced the presence of eleven sail in sight 
of Vera Cruz. A meeting w âs hastily summoned, the 
treasure ready for remittance to Spain was sent to 
Jalapa, and the despatch of the fleet delayed. I t w âs 
soon learnt tha t the hostile force consisted of but one ,j; 
vessel, which, defying the Spaniards, had been so |;|| 
daring as to enter the port of Vera Cruz and recon- -f^^^ \ 
noitre. This feat was afterward repeated by another 
ship, but as the garrison had been reénforced by the 
viceroy no attack w âs made. 

Much difficulty was found in raising the required j 
force for the Philippine Islands. ]\Iany of the sol-
diers dreading the climate would desert before reach-
ing Acapulco, and new schemes had to be devised to 
obtain recruits. Thus in 1677 all criminals willing to 
enlist were pardoned, and one hundred and twenty-five 
pesos a year given them as pay. StiU, only a small J 
number could be induced to accept this offer. ÍVL\ 

While Bivera was actively engaged in discharging jdf 

ilr' 
^*So says the contemporary author, Robles, Diario, i. 191. StiII Zama- '\i'i 

cois speaks of the extreme valor of the inhaíjitants, who ' grasping their : 
Bwords anxiously awaited the moment to cross them 'with those of their ene-
mies.' fíist. JléJ., v. 424. 

'^ In Apr 1676 it was said that preparations were made at Jamaica to 
capture the treasure fleet. Some months later rumors spread that Pánuco had 
been taken by the enemy. Robles, Diario, i. 216-19. The following year 
eeveral vessels craised in the neighborhood of Alvarado but escaped the pur-
Buit of an armament sent against them. Ld., 237-8, 242-3. Panes, Vireyes, 
MS., 104, speaks of seríous losses caused to the English by the gallant resist-
ance of the inhabitants of Alvarado. 
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the more urgent duties of his position, he by no means 
neglceted internal affairs. The pavements of the city 
were repaired, improvements were made in the vice-
regal palace, and the drainage labors were concluded 
in 1675. In 1676 it had also been decreed tha t gold 
be coined in Mexico, but it was not till 1679 that 
the first pieces were stamped. On tha t occasion the 
viceroy and the audiencia repaired to the mint, to 
witness tlie first coinage. Bivera's pastoral labors, 
however, did not suffer froni the multitude of worldly 
affairs which claimed his attention, as was proved 
by the numerous consecrations of bishops, churches, 
altars, and temples, held by him. There was no 
great religious festival at wdiich he failed to attend, 
and occasionally he would ascend the pulpit and 
preach. During the thirteen years tha t he wore tbe 
niitre, he visited twúce all the different parts of his 
diocese.^* 

On several occasions the archbishop-viceroy had 
requested of the crown and the holy see tha t he 
might be removed from office, but both were unwilling 
to dispense with the services of so faithful a servant.''^ 
A t last the king granted his petition, on account of 
his impaired health, but desirous of retaining him 
in his service, offered him the bishopric of Cuenca, 
and the presidency of the India Council. In Sep-
tember 1680 the new viceroy arrived at Vera Cruz, 
and in the following month Bivera formally deliv-
ered over the government. H e remained, however, 
in ]\Iexieo, where his residencia was being taken 
by the oidor Frutos Delgado. On the 27th of Feb-
ruary 1681,^^ the latter published the sentence, ac-

^ 'For details see Vcfancvrt, Trat. JIcx., 2.5-6; liohlcs, Diario, i. 116-324, 
passim ; iSo.su, Ej,i<coj). JLx., 144-5. The lattcr authority asscrts that Rivera 
forbade, in 1670, all public inoccssious onaccount of the disorders and excesses 
to which they gave rise. 

*̂  Repeatedly since 1675 rumors had reached Mexico of the appointment, 
and sometimes even of the arrival at \ 'era Cmz, of a uew viceroy, but they 
had always provcd unfounded, and in every instance the people rcjoiced that 
this was the case. Rohles, Jjiario, i. 1!)7-20I, 216-17, 22'2-3, 2.'j6-7, 260, 270-1. 

^ Robles, Diario, i. 318. ,Sosa, Ej)i,scop. Jlex., 149, without assigning an 
authority, says the 3d of May 1681. 



RETIREMENT AND DEATH OF RFVERA. 187 

quitting the ex-viceroy of all the charges preferred 
against him.̂ ^ |i 

Four months later, on the 29th of June, he took i! 
leave of his flock in the cathedral,and the follownng day 
left Mexico. The viceroy, at whose right side he was 
seated, the audiencia, and the tribunals accompanied 
him to Guadalupe; the ringing of the bells gave no-
tice to the entire population of the departure of their 
beloved prelate, and fervent prayers were offered in 
all the churches for his safe return to Spain.^ 

On reaching Puerto Beal in Spain, he resigned the 
two high positions to which the king had recently ! 
promoted him, and retired to the convent of Santa • K 
María del Bisco. Still leading a pious, humble life, 
he received while there further marks of favor from a 
grateful sovereign. The king granted him a yearly 
rental of four thousand ducats, to be defrayed by the 
royal treasury of Mexico, and the pope gave him the 
privilege of entering any church of Spain dressed in 
the archiepiscopal garb. On the 8th of April 1684 
he breathed his last,^'' and when the news of his de-
cease reached Mexico, impcsing funeral services were 
held in several of the churches to honor the memory 
of one whose name was deeply graven on the hearts 
of the people.'̂ *' 

" This decision was f ormally ratified by the India Council on the 23d of 
December of the same year. The same body recommended Rivera as worthy 
of the king's further protection. ' Declarô assimismo ser digno, y merecedor 
de que su Magestad empleasse su persona.. .en aquellos y otros mayores 
puestos, condignos á su ajustado obrar.' The tenor of the sentence isgiven in 
Rihura, Sentencia, 1-4. 

''^'Limes 30, dia triste para Méjico, se fué el Illmo y Exmo senor maes-
tro D. Fr. Payo Enriquez de Rivera,' says Robles, Diario, i. 324. C. M. 
Bustamante in the Diario Curioso of Rivera, 18, makes the blunder of stating 

*that Rivera mled 17 years as viceroy, from 1663 till 1680. 
^Lorenzana, in Concilios Prov., 1555-05, 222, 291-2, says in one place * 

1684, in another 1685; the latter date has erroneously been adopted by Juar- { 
ros, Guai., 284. ' 

'" For fuUer and additional references to authorities bearing on the pre- i 
ceding chapters see Torquemada, iii. 596-7; Alegre, JJ'ist. Comp. deJrsus., i. 
43-65, 201-3; ii. 64, passim; iii. 6-108, 165-72, 224r-6, 251-2, 299; Cortc<, 
Hist. X. Esp., 22-6; Pinelo, Relacion, 4; Calle, Mem. y NoL, 46, 54-8, 66, 73, 
81-7, 122; Seriano, Prtíhgo, MS., 7-9; ViIIa-Se or y Sanchez, Theatro JIcx., 
i. 17-18; Robles, Vida del Arzbpo. Cuevas, 148, passim; Gonzalez Dávila, Tea-
tro Ecles., i. 65 et seq.; ii. 34, 91-2; Ribas, fíist. Trivmphos, 735-44, Árrici-
vita, Crtín. Seráfica, 158-206, 517-18; Carrkdo, Estudios fíist., 115; Concilios, 
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Prov,, 1555 y 1565 (ed. Mex. 1769), 218, passim; Fhrencia, HisL Prov. Comp. 
de Jesus, 174-6, 232; Jledina, Crtín. S. Diego, 12, 27, 162-6, 240-1, 251-6; 
V'ireyes de J/ex., MS., 1-3; VetancvrL J'rat. Jlex., 14-16, 25-6, 35-8, 52-3; 
Cogollvdo, Hist. Yucathan, 215, passim; ]'illugvticrre, Ilisf. Conq. Itza, 165-7, 
190-2, 437-46; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 7-11, 38, 182; ih 198-221; iv. 
2-8; vii. 7, 6'2-3; Col. Doc. L Jl,, xxi. 440, 466, 471; Espinosa, Chron. Apost., 
260-86; Palafox y Jlendoza, Carta al Papa, lOJf , 1-38; Id., Carta del Ven-
erab., 47-401; Id., Ohras, xi.-xiii., passim; Id., Venerab. Senor, passim; Id., 
]'ie du \''enerah., passim; Rrales Cédidus, MS., 148-9; Doc Hi,<t. Jlex., série 
i. tom. i., passim; /( / . , série i. tom. iL, passim; /( / . , série ii. tom. vi. 5-29; 
Pajiclrs i/e Jesuitas, MS., 1-17; Dávila Padilla, ilist. Fvnd. Jlex., 1-14, 29, 
45-62; D'tsturbios de Frailes, MS., 129-43; Jlorrlli, Fasfi Novi Orhis, 355, 
440-1, 457-8, 479; Rccop. de Ind., i. 212, 339; ii. 178; Figueroa, Vindicias, 
MS., 56, 70; Jlontemityor, Svmarios, 10-11, 91; Doc Écles. Jlex., JNíS., i. 2; 
ii. 13-14; V. 1-34; Ancona, fíist, Yuc, ii. 239-326; Castillo, Dicc HisL, 18, 
passim; Soc JIcx. Gc"ij,, BoL, viii. 543-4; Id., 2(la ép., iv. 166-7; Monu-
iiictit'is Domin. Esji., \1S., 15, passim; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii., passim; Rob es, 
Diario, ii., passim; Correal, Voyage (ed. Paris), i. 46-64; Icl. (ed. Amster-
dam), i. 52-73; Juarros, Comj^endio, 282-3; Id., Guat., i. 284; Liceo JIcx., 
ii. 171-3, 186-7, 201-7, 222-3, 254-7, 283-357; Guijo, Diario, ii., passim; 
Laet, Am. Descript., 271-6; Sosa, Episcop. Jlex., 71-141; Zamacois, fíist. 
JIiJ., iv. 169, 553; v. 328-432; Aiaman, DiserL, iii. 28-38, 184-5; Jlayer's 
JIcx. Aztrc, i. 198-213; Touron, fíisL Gen., vii. 309-86; -viii. 1-188; Lacunza, 
Discursos Hist., no. xxxiv. 492; xxxv. 501-3; Bustamante, Efemérides, i., 
passim: Id., Defensa, 27; Granados, Tardes Am., 341-2,386-95; Sammlung, 
Ailer Reisehcch, xiii. 500-7; Jluseo, JIex.,'i. 40-133; iiL 230-3; Wilson's Jlex. 
and ils Religion, 29G; Vidal, Vida de Amana, passim; Registro Yucateco, i. 
265-305, 354-6, 389-91, 449-56; ii. 73-6, 116-17, 121-31, 143-5, 329-43; 
Gal o, Hombres IlusL, ii. 353-72; Fancourt's fíist. Yuc, 223-7; Prior's AU 
the Voys., 57; JJûIIer, Reisen en Jlex., iii. 192; Rohertson's fí'ist. Am., ii. 
908-9; Velasquez, Carta, 1-31; Oviedo, Vida, passim; Dicc Univ., i. 293, 
304, passim; ii. 97, 252, 304, 352, 559-60; iii. 206 et seq.; iv. 171-2, 776, 
790; v. 143, 183, 225; viii. 99, 129-34, 138-9, 149, 237-40, 333-4, 511-12, 
571-2, 607; ix. 143, passim; x. 368 et seq.; Barhachuno, Jlem. Camp., 10-12; 
Alvarez, Estudios fíist., iii. 221-63; Dampier's Voy., ii. pt. ii. 9-39, 41-129; 
Stejdiciis' Yuc, ii. 194-5; Arroniz, Biog. JLex., 136-8, 195-7; Ld., fíist. y 
Cron., 88, 110; Darien, Defeucr, 11-13; Id., Vindication, 149-60; Zerecero, 
Rev. Jlex., 528; Xavarrete, Relac Peregrino, ii. 30-1; iii. 27-33; Id., Tra-
tad. H'isL, 293-6; La Cruz, vii. 637; Pap. Var., clxix., passim; clxxi. 27 et 
seq.; Domenech, fíist. Jlex., i. 276; Rivera, Gohernantes de Jlex., i. 127-251; 
Diario Jlex., vii. 7; Nuevo Jlex., Doc fíisL, MS., 1199-1200; Rivera, fíist. 
Jalapa, i. 82-97; Ribera, Sentencia, passim; Lazcano, Vida del P. Oviedo, 17 
et seq. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE SACK OF VERA CRUZ, AND OTHER PIRATICAL RAIDS. 

1680—1686. 

THB CORSAIRS IN CENTRAL AMEEICA AND N E W SPAIN—LAGUNA APPOINTED 

VicEROY—VAN HORN THE SEA RO'VER—THE PIRATES RESOLVE TO A T -

TACK VERA C R U Z — T H E CORSAIR LORENCILLO—A CLEVER STRATAGEM— 

VERA C'KUZ SURPRISED BY BØCCANEERS—THE IMIABITANT.S IMPRISONED 

iN THE CiirRCHES—AND K E P T FOR T H R E E DAYS WITHOUT FOOD OB 

WATER—TiiE CAPTIVES TAKEN TO THE LSLAND OF SACRIFICIOS—DE-

PARTURE OF THE CORSAIRS—DivisioN OF THE BOOTY—NEWS OF THE 

R A I D RECEIVED IN MEXICO—FURTHER OPERATIONS OF THE FREEBOOTERS 

— D A M P I E R AND OTHERS IN THE SOUTH S E A — E N D OF LAGUNA'S ADMIN-

ISTRATION. 

BETWEEN the years 1680 and 1687, it will be re-
membered, the principal towns of Central America 
that lay near the shores of the South Sea were con-
tinually infested by pirates. The settlements on the 
North Sea had been so frequently sacked that few of 
them contained sufficient wealth to tempt the free-
booters, with the exception of Cartagena, which was 
too strongly fortified to fall an easy prey. Neverthe-
less they w êre not exempt from attack. In August 
1682 four French vessels entered the harbor of Porto-
bello and rescued a number of their countrymen w ho 
were detained there as prisoners. From a negro slave 
on board the squadron the governor ascertained that 
fifteen French vessels had arrived at Martinique with 
three thousand persons on board, the purpose of the 
expedition being the colonization of Darien. In 
Nicaragua news was received that two thousand fili-
busters were assembled at the same point, intending 
to make a raid on Panamá. Vera Cruz and other 
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190 THE SACK OF VERA CRUZ. 

parts of New Spain were also threatened, and the 
marqués de Laguna,^ who took office in November 
1680, at once made preparations for defence; the 
militia were called out; the principal harbors were 
strongh' fortified and garrisoned, and the armada de 
Barlovento was refitted and ordered to cruise off the 
coast of Tierra Firme. 

B u t at this period corsairs ceased not to harass the 
Spaniards on land and sea. During the absence of the 
settlers they made sudden raids on the coast, sacked 
the towms, and carried off the cattle, thus causing many 
thriving colonies to be abandoned. Hovering on the 
sliores of New Spain, they lay concealed in their light 
swift craft behind some point or reef, whence on the 
appearance of a treasure ship they darted like hawks 
on their prey. Laying their vessels a thwart the 
)'>l)aniard's bow^ they raked her deck with musketry, 
then puUed alongside, and dagger in hand swarmed 
over the buhvarks. Barely did they fail to secure 
their prize, and often the Spaniards made no defense; 
the pirates fincling them on their knees in suppli-
eation to the virgin and the saints, who sadly failed 
them in their emero:encies. 

In consequence of these depredations the viceroy 
gave orders that no ship should leave Vera Cruz 
without oi'ders. Tbis measure remedied the evil to 
some extent; but still the corsairs lurked among the 
numberless islands and reefs of the Bahama Channel, 
through wdiich vessels must pass on their way to 
Spain, and many a richly laden craft fell a prize to 
theni before those on board were aware tha t an enemy 
w\as \A'ithin sight. On one occasion while the vice-
admiral of the treasure fleet was at dinner in his 

' Don Tomás Antonio de la Cerda, conde de Paredes, marqués de la La-
guiia, de la orden dc Alcantara, ,lel Conscjo de su ^lagestad, Camara, y junta 
(lc ( iucna de Indias. (Jnlci 's de la Corona, ]MS., iv. 47. He took oífice on 
Noveinber 30, lO.SO. Vetaiicvrt, Trat. JIcx., 16. In li'ircrn, (Jot,., 252, he is 
called Antonio dc la ('cnla y Áragon. According to this authority he was a 
man of iUustiious family, the members of which had always been employed 
in civil aud military atfairs. He was accompanied by his wife, the Do a 
María Louisa Manrique de Lara y Gonzaga. 
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cabin, his ship was boarded by a boat's crew of twenty-
eight men in charge of a Frenchman named Pierre, a 
native of Dieppe. So sudden and daring was the 
attack tha t the vice-admiral and a number of officials 
who sat at table with him found themselves prisoners 
before they liad time to gain the deck. The cap-
tives were put on shore at Cape Tiburon, and a few 
weeks later Pierre entered the port of Dieppe wdth 
his prize, whicli contained a rich freight of treasure 
and merchandise. This adventurer is dignified in 
buccaneer history by the title of le Grand. 

In 1682 Tampico w âs sacked by corsairs and thir ty ;< 
prisoners taken. During the same year a sea rover ^ '̂|i'l 
named Nicholas Van Horn captured two vessels off the 
coast of Honduras. Van Horn is described as a man 
of swarthy complexion and short stature, a tliorough 
seaman and a capable and far-sighted commander. H e 
began life as a common sailor, and remained in that 
position until he had saved money eiiough to purchase 
a small craft of his own. Collecting a crew of twenty-
five or thir ty men, he began his career as a pirate by 
capturing several Dutch vessels, which he sold, and 
with the proceeds sailed for Ostend and there pur-
chased a ship of war. His further operations were 
successful, and in a few years he was in command of 
a small fleet, with which he swept the seas, taking 
many prizes, and requiring all but French vessels to 
lower their flag as they passed him. Finally he gave 
offence to the monarch of France, and a captain 
named D'Estrées, being ordered to arrest him, put to 
sea in a well armed frigate for that purpose. When 
the captain's vessel fell in with Van Horn , the latter, 
finding himself outsailed, and not wishing to figbt, 
for he was aware tha t D'Estrées was acting under 
orders from the crown, boarded his ship in a small 
boat, and demanded his intention in thus pursuing 
him. " To conduct you to France," replied the cap-
tain. " Bu t why?" exclaimed the pirate; ' ' I have '1 j ' 
given no cause of offence to his Majesty, and have 
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made war only upon his enemies." " M y instruc-
tions are explicit," rejoined D'Estrées , and after some 
further parley ordered the anchor to be weighed. 
'• W h a t are you about?" cried the corsair angrily, and 
looking the captain straight in the eye. "Think you 
my men will not fight when they see me thus carried 
oft* before their eycs? You will find tha t my lieuten-
ant is prompt to act, and tha t my crew fear neither 
danger nordeath ." The captain sawtha t his prisoner 
meant what he said, and as he had no orders to risk 
his vessel in an encounter with the corsair, he allowed 
him to depart. 

Van Horn had the reputation of being the bravest 
of all the sea-rovers, and his crew was composed of 
men after his own heart. During the hottest fight 
he w^ould closely observe their actions, and if any 
showed signs of fear, such as stooping to avoid the 
enemy's missiles, he would shoot them dead on the 
spot. Bu t while he thus punished cowards, he re-
warded without stint those who distinguished them-
selves in action, for he had amassed enormous w-ealth, 
and like others of his craft was lavish with his means. 

Soon after joining the buccaneer fraternity he ob-
tained a commission from one of the French gov-
ernors, of whom there were now many in the West 
Indies, and proceeded to the island of Boatan, where 
he was joined by captains Laurent de Gaff, Michel 
Grammont, and others, who were there lying in wait 
for Spanish vessels. H e now^ proposed an expedition 
against Vera Cruz, which w-as then the storing-place 
for the treasure and merchandise which passed be-
tween New^ and Old Spain. The city was protected 
by the island fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, which 
at tha t time was supposed to be impregnable. The 
fortress was mounted with sixty guns which com-
manded the town, and swept the approach by sea. 
and at the north-east and south-west corners of the 
city were two other forts with twenty guns. A few 
companies of veterans were stationed on the island; 



SAN J U A X DE ULUA. 193 

in the city itself was a garrison of trained soldiers, and 
several thousand men could be concentrated within 
twenty-four hours from the interior. The enterprise 
was a bold one, and by many deemed too hazardous; 
but the filibusters were now assembled in force, mus-
tering probably about a thousand strong," and their 
leaders were men fertile of resource. 

:SJi 
iii 

M A P OF VERA CRUZ. 

' ' Ce fut en I'année 1683, aprés avoir fait une revue générale de la 
flotte, qui se trouva montée de deux cens Flibustiers, tous gens d'élite.' E<-
(jiinnelin, Ilisf, JJib., i. 269. Probably the 200 iucluded ouly the French con-
tingent. They numbered over 1,000. Rivcra, Cov. JJex., i. 255. 800 men, 
ror . . , ii. 63-4. The expedition consisted of 960 men, a motley gatliciin;j, 
including French, English, Spaniards, mulattoes, and Indians. JIo.<airo, i. 
407. 8,000 men, Robles, Diario, i 370; Zamacois, v. 438. The last estimate 
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Laurent , or as he is more frcquently known by the 
ehroniclers LorenciUo, by which namc we sball hence-
forth eall him, was appointed commande'r of the fleet, 
while Van Horn was in charo'e of the land fore(.\s. 
The f irmer is deseribed as a tall, well proportioned, 
and handsome man; light-haired and comcl}" of aspeet, 
a generous ruffian withal, though of course always 
(iliciii 2,r(tfti,''iiis, and one very popular among his com-
ratles. H e was in fact a modcl corsair. I t is not 
recoi'ded tha t he was ever guilty of quite such dia-
bolic atrocities as were laid to the charo'c of Morofan 
or L'Olonnois, but if we can believe the Spanish rec-
ords of this period, his deeds w^ere sufficiently diabol-
ical to be interestino:. I t is there stated tha t while 
still a 3'outh he was punishcd by an alcalde of Tabasco 
for some offence. Vowing vengeance he disappoared, 
and not long afterward returned wáth a gang of male-
factors who sacked and burned the town and outrao^ed 
the women. Bu t the account given by Esquemelin, 
one of his fraternity,^ and probably the more truthful 
version is that , being captured by pirates while serv-
ing on board a Spanish vessel, he consented to join 
the buccaneers. This writer describes the character 
of his iavoi'ite hero in glowing colors, giving him 
credit for all the qualities of a true gcntleman, and 
remarking with amusing na veté tha t his only fault 
was his impatience and a habit of swearing a little too 
freíjuently.* 

Towai'd sunset on the I7th of May,^ 1683, two large 
sliips flyiiig Spanish colors were seen to tlie leeward of 
Vera Cruz, crowding all sail to make the port, for a 

is of course absurd. Rohles himself givcs them only 15 vessels, MIIÍIC in 
the JIo«tico are mentioued II ships and ninc piraguas, one of tlie former 
hciir..í mountedwiíh 50 guns, according to the author of \V(st Ii /irs, Ccog, uud 
Ili.J., 146, the otlicr ships having in all I'J4 guns. This chrouicler places the 
land f.,rccs at 1,'200. 

^Ili.<f. Elih., i. 276 etseq. 
^ld., i. 276. 
^Tlie 9th of May in Shurji's Vo;/ugrs, 116. The I7th is the date given 

in ]'illnrriicl, Iitvusiott Vera Cruz; LcrJo de Tcjada, Ajnnif. Ilisl., 273. Al-
thoiigh the latter is somewhat contradictoiy as to dates iu relatiug the sack 
of Vera Cruz, he is probably right in this iustance. 
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league or two farther out at sea was a strong squadron 
apparently in pursuit. A t nightfall, the Spaniards 
on the island and mainland made fires to guide them 
into the harbor, for they were supposed to be two 
vessels laden with cacao tha t were now due from the 
coast of Caracas.^ The pursuing squadron had changed 
its cour,se when the ships neared the fort,casting anchor 
a short distance from the city, and the townsfolk went 
to vespers and to rest as usuaí, apprehending no danger. 

About an hour after midnight a few musket shots 
were heard, but the inhabitants, suppo^ing a salute 
was being given to some prominent citizen, remained 
quietly in bed. The towm was well garrisoned; the 
ca.stle of San Juan de Ulúa was the strongest fort-
ress in the New World, and to add to the feeling of 
security, the great fleet was daily expected from Spain. 
Never, for years, had the citizens been more free from 
alarm than when they awoke at sunrise and prepared 
to go about their daily avocations. The church bells 
tollecl as usual for matins, and the people set forth to 
obey the summons. Bu t no matins w^ere said tha t 
morning in VeraCruz ; for those who first made their 
appearance in the streets found them guarded by par-
ties of armed men, and soon the dread news spread 
from house to Iiouse that pirates were in possession 
of the city. 

The buccaneers had obtained information from pris-
oners captured off the coast of the two ships laden 
with cacao that were hourly expected at Vera Cruz, 
and this information had suggested the stratagem 
already related. On board the vessels wdiich the 
Spaniards had supposed to be thus laden was the 
rnain body of the pirates, captains Van Horn and Lor-
encillo in charge. Dur ing the night nearly eight hun-
dred men, armed to the teeth, had landed at a distance 
of less than a league from Vera Cruz, and guided by 
tílaves had crept stealthily on the city, surprised the 

'éii 

^Sharp's Vogages (London, 1684), 116; Bumey's Hist. Bucc, 127. 
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forts, and made themselves masters of the place with 
the loss of only four men.'^ 

Lorencillo had recommended tha t a party be sent 
to surprise the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa, and if 
his advice had been taken, the pirates might have re-
mained masters of Vera Cruz long enough to obtain 
an immense ransom. B u t this w âs deemed too hazard-
ous, and they resolved to plunder the town and make 
good their retreat as speedily as possible. The doors 
of the houses were battered in and the panic-stricken 
inhabitants dragged forth without regard to age, sex, 
or condition, into the public square, and soon after-
Avard lodged in the principal churches, where, by nine 
o'clock in the morning, over six thousand persons w^cre 
confined, most of them being placed iii the parish 
church.^ For three days and nights they were kept 
without food or drink, while the buccaneers plundered 
the city, and when at length water and a small dole 
of food were given to them, many died from drinking 

^ Three of these were killed by their own comrades, who mistook them in 
the darkness for Spaniards. Sharp's ]^oyagcs, 117. There is considerable dis-
crcpancy among tlie authorities as to the particulars of the capture of Vera 
('iuz. In S/iarjfs Voy., it is stated that tlie buccaneers landed 774 men, who 
by break of day had made themselves masters of the town and forts on the 
mainland, and that after stationing guards a t tlie streets ' they sent parties to 
brcak open the houses, where they found everybody as quiet as in thcir graves.' 
Villarroel's version is that on the 18th of May the pirates landed 600 mcn, 
wl;o reached the city a t 4 o'clock in the moruing and charged through the 
streecs liring their muskets and crying 'Long live the king of France ! ' Tho 
garrison, he says, rushed to arms, but were shot down or captured as soon as 
they appeared, while all the citizens who attempted to leave their houses met 
with a similar fate. Villarroel, Invasion Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. 
Ilisf., 274-5, 285. Esquemelin, Ilist. Flib., i. 271, states that the inhabitants 
rcmaiued ciuietly iu their beds, ' jusqu'å ce que riieure de so lever fût venue; 
iuais ahiis ils furent bien surpris d'apprendre que les Flibustiers étoient maî-
tres de leur ville.' Esquemelin's account seems to be the more probable on 
tliis poin'^, for tlie pirates, having possession of the forts vvhieli commanded 
tlie city, had nothing to gain by rousing up tlie inliahitants by night, aud thus 
giviuL; thcm a chance to cscape during the darkncss. The stratagemby which 
ilic hiiccaiRcis contrived to make their landing undiscovered is relatcd in 
Bitritciis I/isi. Bticc, 127, and is apparently takcn from Esqucmclin, and the 
author of Sharji's ]'oyagcs, though neither meution that tlie buccaneer fleet 
a]ipear" 1 in chase of the two vessels. Such a ruse was, however, very likely 
t<j ii.'ive been adoptcd. 

^ \'tliurro<I, Invu-ion Vcra Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejada, Ajiunt. ILi<t., 274-5. 
lu S/iurjis Voy., 118, the uumber is given at 5,700, allof whom \\ei'e confincd 
iu the paiish church; but it is not probable tliat the buildiug would contain 
80 mauy. 
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imiiioderately. ]\íeanwhile the ruffians who kept 
gn;n'd over them mocked at the wail ngs of the womeii 
who becrcfed of them in vain to save the lives of their 

O O 

little ones. The captives were told tha t they were all 
to be burned alive, and barrels of powder were placed 
in their sight a t the doors of the church, ready to blow 
up the building in case tbey should at tempt resistance. 
N o t a woman escaped outrage, and each day they were 
driven off in bands, like cattle, to satisfy the lust of 
their tormentors.® 

A quantity of plate was found in the churches, and 
the altars and sacred images were stripped of every 
articlc of value; but these were only a small portion 
of tlie spoils. Besides the property of the inhab-
itants, tbe pirates secured large amounts of specie, 
bullion, and merchandise which had arrived at Vera 
Cruz in transit for Spain. Among the plunder was 
much valuable jewelry and about three hundred bags 
of cochineal, each weighing from a hundred and fifty 
to two hundred pounds.^^ The freebooters were not 
yet satisfied, however, and suspecting tha t some of 

"the wealthier citizens Iiad secreted their treasure, put 
several to the torture,^^ aQ:ain threateniníí to burn '., 
the parish churcli w'ith its imnates unless all their j 
valuables were delivered up. Thereupon, one of the j| 
priests ascended the pulpit and besought the captives 
to surrender their property in order to save their 
lives. Thus a further large amount was obtained. 
For the ransoin of the governor, who was found hid-
den under a pile of grass in a stable, tlie sum of 
seventy thousand pesos was paid. 

Troops of mounted Spaniards now appeared on the 
outskirts of the town, and occasionally made a dash 

® 'Las mugeres pasaron muchos travajos, porque su maldad no reservava 
blanca, ni prieta, ni doncella ni casada, que á, fuerza de su vigor no las sacascii, 
Uevandolas á forzarlas. Siendo este caso una de las cosas mas seiisihlcs.' 
Villurn l, Invasion I'. Crnz, 275. 

'" Esquemelin estimates the value of the booty at 6,000,000 crowns, but 
tliis must be an exaggeration. JJist. Flib., i. 272. 

" Among these was one Gaspar de Herrera, who was suspendcd by the 
privatc parts until he was ncarly dcad. Mosaico, i. 401. 
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at the iiirates, thouo-h thev did not venture an orofan-
i ' O f O 

ized attaek. I t was observed, however, tha t their 
numbers constantly increased. Moreover the fleet 
from Spain was every moment expected, and tbe 
eoi'saiis deemed it prudent to dcpart. The spoils 
wei'o thereíbre removed to the island of Sacriíicios 
wlicre the fleet was stationed. AIl the negroes and 
mulattoes of both sexes, and soine of the Spaniards, 
were taken from the churches to serve as pack ani-
mals. The latter were unused to sucli work, and be-
ing enfeebled by fasting could barel}^ stagger under 
their burdens, but were urged on by the merciless 
blows of their captors. Not even yet were the pirates 
sati.'^tied. About fifteen hundred prisoners, including 
the Gfovernor and the Icadin^' citizens, were conveved 

O O ' t-

to the island, aud a ransom of a hundred and tifty 
thousand pesos demanded from the citizens of Vera 
Cruz, under threat that twelve of the principal Span-
iards, whom meanwhile they would hold as hostages, 
sliould be put to death in case of non-payment.-'^ 

Haggard and gaunt witli hunger after their four 
days' imprisonment in the stifling and fetid atmosphere 
of the crow^ded churches, the captives were in a piti-
ful condition; but further snfíering w âs in store for 
them. Before embarkin;/ for the island and on land-
ing they were closely searched and everything of the 
Ic'ast value taken from tliem, eveii to the piece of straw 
matt ing which was their only bed at night and their 
shelter from the sun by day. Their food was of the 
coarsest, and barely sufficient to sustain life. A supply 
of provislons seiit to them from the eity was appro-
priated b\- the pirates. They were constantly ex-
po,^('(l to insults and threats, and most of them expccted 
only death, or, as a worse alternative, a life of hopeless 
captivity. For ten days tliey remained on the island 
until tlie ransoin was paid, about midday on the second 

'2 Jiohhs, Diurio. in I)oc. Ili-t. JJix., i. .371-3. Accordingto thisauthority 
thc ransom \\as dcinaiidcd froui tlic viceroy. Zamacois places the amount at 
loU.OOO pcsjs, V. 438-9. 
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Sunda}^ after the capture of Vera Cruz. The Span-
iards who had beenheld as hostages were then released; 
the negroes and mulattoes, to the number of at least 
thirteen hundred, and the most attractive of the female 
captives, were placed on board the fleet;^^ and the 
buccaneers prepared to set sail from the island. 

During the afternoon a double guard was placed 
over the remaining prisoners; the rude huts wliich 
they had erected of branches to screen them from sun 
and dew w^ere destroyed; and the pirates, brandishing 
their weapons, never ceased to menace them with 
death, in the hope of yet extorting a further ransom. 
Tlie threats w^ere not executed, however, and at night 
all the corsairs withdrew^ for the ships were now ready 
for sea. The following morning a boat's crew returned 
to take on board another load of captives; but found 
tha t all had concealed themselves. The governor and 
two friars were discovered, and having no time. for 
further search the pirates carried theni off to their 
vessels, thouo-h the latter were afterw^ard released. 
They secured also a launcli laden wdth provisions, 
which had been sent from the city for the relief of 
the famishing prisoners. 

N o sooner had the ransom been paid than the fleet 
froni Spain appeared in sight.^* The governor of 
San Juan de lúa immediately despatched a boat 
to the admiral, proposing to make a coinbined attack 
on the corsairs, who now put to sea, not waiting even 
to take in water, or a supply of fresh meat wliicli 
they had provided at the mouth of the ^MedcIIin 
Biver. Now once inore the Spaniards let slip their 
opportunity, for, like the Austr ians in the days of 
Bonaparte, they knew not tlie value of minutes. I f 
a prompt and vigorous attack had been made on the 

'^ViIIarroel states the corsairs took with them over 3,000 mtilattoes, 
negroes, and boys. Invasion Vera Cruz, in Lerdo de Tejuda, Apuiit. IJisf., 
283. Robles, that they carried away only 1,300 negroes. Diario, in Doc 
J/i<f. Jlrx.. i. 376. The latter is probably nearer the t ru th , for 3,000 captives 
in additiou to all the plunder would have overcrowded the vessels. 

^*It consisted of l i sail. lîohiis, Diario, in Doc JJisf. JIcx., 374. 17 ves-
sels. EsijuciitcHn, JJist. J'íih., i. 274. 12 great ships. Sharp's l'oyajcs, IIS. 
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overladcn ships of the buccaneers it would probably 
have been successful; but instead of instant action a 
council of officers was summoned, and while they 
w ere yet in deliberation, the pirates, crowding all sail, 
made good their escape.^^ 

Before leaving the island of Sacrificios a partition 
was made of the spoils, which were divided into 1,200 
shares; and it was found tha t each share amounted 
to 800 pesos, the total being valued at 960,000 pesos, 
A"an Horn demanding for himself 80 shares or 64,000 
pesos. Lorencillo appears to have been dissatisfied 
with his portion, for he quarrelled wáth the former 
concerning the dividend,^^ and the dispute ended in a 
duel in which Van Horn was wounded in the wrist. 
The commander of the buccaneers paid no attention 
to his hurt, for trifling wounds were not regarded 
among his fraternity; but this neglect cost him his 
life. His wrist grew worse; soon mortification set in; 
and v.hen fifteen davs out at sea, he was thrown over-
boarcl, a corpse, off' Cape Yucatan. The plunder on 
boai'd his vessel, amounting to one hundi-ed thousand 
[)esos, was bequeathed to his son, a youth of twelve, 
and the command of his ship devolved on Grammont, 
his lieutenant. 

'" Rohles, Diario,inDoc Ilisf. Jlex., i. 373; Cavo, ii. 64. The Frcnch and 
Englis]i versions of the matter differ materially from the above. Esípienielin 
tays that the fleet aiTÍved while the buccaneers were at Vera Cruz, Ilist. 
J''i,l)., i. 274; the author of Shai-p's Vo/j., 119-20, that Vau Horn proposed to 
iitla, ÍL it aml offcrcd tohoard the adiuirars ship, but t iat LorcuciUo refused 
to coopcvatc ^\ith him. I t is not likely that the buccaueers would thiuk of 
thus 1 iskiug their spoils, or wouhl have venturcd to remain on the coast iu the 
presence ot so strong a fleet, supportcd by the artillery and garrison of the 
íort. 

^''SIiurji's \'oyages, 119. Esquemelin attributes the quarrel to a report that 
Vau Ilorn had said something off'ensive concerningLorenciUo, whereupou the 
latter wcnt iu scarch of his traducor, and though he denied the charge, drew 
I;is sword, exclaiming, 'Voila ce qui va me vcnger de I'injure que tu m'as 
íaite. ' Van Hom also drew, and iu the fight which ensued was wounded in 
the vvrist. Ilisf. Elih,, i, 2!)l-2. Villarrocrs vcrsion is that immediatcly after 
h,;asiing beforc his prisoucrs that he bclieved iu no God, aiid that his success 
\ ,as due to his owu valor, he v,as met hy Lorencillo, wlio reprovcd hini for 
! is I iis'.i t .'atniciit of the captivcs. Henee the quarrel and the duel. Jurn-
sion l'tra Crtiz, in Lcrdo dr J'cjada, Ajiutif, Ilist,, 2SI. liohlcs statcs that 
híith wcre wouuded, and that LorenciUo olicied to restore the hooty on ccrtain 
c nditions. Diario, 'mDoc. Ilist, JIcx,,i. 373. The accouut giveu iu iSVí r̂ j'o 
]'oy. seems thc most probable. 
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Overcrowding and want of provisions caused .sick-
ness on board the buccaneer fleet, and numbers per-
ished. Lorencillo and his squadron were next seen off 
Jamaica. Grammont sailed for the island of Li t t le 
Guayove, where he arrived in safety, though with the 
loss of two thirds of his prisoners. A vessel which 
accompanied him was chased by a Spanish armadilla;^^ 
and the crew were compelled to take to their boats, 
securins: their treasure, but leavino: behind them the 
slaves and merchandise. No further at tempt was 
made to pursue or punish the marauders. The Span-
iards contented themselves with offering up thanks to 
the Almighty for their deliverance, and an order was 
issued that in all churches, chapels, and convents 
founded by tbe crown, a solemn annual mass should 
be celel)rated in gratitude *'for the happy event of the 
flight of LorenciIIo." 

After the departure of the pirates those who re-
mained on tlie island of Sacrificios were at once trans-
ferred to the city, which was now^ guarded by a large 
force of cavalr}^ During the raid over three hundred 
of the inhabitants perished, and many of the survivors 
were reduced to beggary. The entire loss amounted 
to several millions of pesos. None of the buildings 
were destroj^ed, but all were more or less injured, and 
most of them were found in a filthy condition. Sev-
eral months were required to purify tlie churches. 
The streets were choked with garbage, and the air 
was poisoned with the stench of decomposed bodies. 

For maiiy years the name of Lorencillo was re-
membered w^ith terror by the people of New^ Spain, 
and even to this day it is not forgotten.^^ Such was 

"On June 17, 1683, it was reported from Goazacoalcos that the piratcs 
demauded 60,000 pcsos of rausom for their negro and mulatto captives. An 
armadillo of 6 vessels with 600 men left Vera Cmz for Goazacoalcos in t!ie 
middle of July, in pursuit of the piratcs; but was diiv l back by a storm 
and detained for about a wcck. About the 20th of AuL.ust the armament re-
turned with 6 prizes and 90 slavcs taken froin the euemy. Iii,hl<s, JJiurio, 
iu I)oc. IJist. JIcx., i. 370, 380-3. The recaptuie of the slaves is contirnieci 
in Esqucmelin, but it is nowhcre mentioncd except in Roblcs that the Span-
iards took more thau one vcsscl. 

^^The name of LorcnciUo afterward became a hy^\ord in Vera Cruz. 
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the dread which he inspired that life and property 
were no longcr considered safe in Vera Cruz, and 
V, hen foreign vessels appeared in siglit the inhabi-
tants fled to the woods. I t was now ordered that 
the treasure destined for Spain should bc detained at 
Jalapa until after the arrival of the fleet, and tlie 
armada de Barlovento was ordered thenceforth to con-
voy the vessels as far as Habana. This force was 
reoi'ganized, and its commander tried b}^ court-martial 
and eashiered for ncglect of duty, Don Andrés Ochoa 
y Zárate being appointed in his stead. 

The raid of Morgan and his gang on Panamá, in 
1671, had always been considered as the boldest ven-
ture of the buccaneers; but the sack of Vera Cruz 
was a yet more daring exploit. Wben ]\Iorgan was 
once in possession of Panamá it was impossible that 
any large body of Spanish troops could arrive in time 
to interfere wåth his operations, but at Vera Cruz the 
case was different. Apar t from the garrison of San 
Juan de Ulúa there were troops stationed at several 
])oints not more than thir ty leagues distant. A 
courier was despatched to the city of Mcxico within 
a few hours after tbe landing of the pirates, and ar-
i'ived in tliree days,^^ reporting that they came in fif-
teen large ships and numbered eiglit thousand men. 
On the íbllowing da}^ a hastily levied force of nearly 
two tliousand horse and a few companies of foot set 
forth, soon to be followed by large reénforcements 
from tlie capital, all )^})aniards capable of bearing 
arms, 1)etwoen the ages of fîfteen and sixty, being en-
i'ollí.'d. The eeelesiasties assembled in the cathedral 
and lesolved to join them in a body. Bu t before any 
(;i' tliese reenibi'eements could arrive the buccaneers 
b.ad abandoiied the city, and new^s of their departure 
was leeeived in ^lexico on the 5th of June.^*^ 

Whcu aiiything was irrecoverably lost it was customary to say that Loren-
cilli, liad talicii it. \'ilhirroi t, Iitvusion ]'era (Jrtiz, iu Lerdo de Tcjada, Apunt. 
Ijid., 2.S.S-9. 

'•'Tlie ,listance is ahoiit !U Spanish lca;,'ucs. 
-"'riie cliief autlioritics whicli have beeu consulted in relation to tlie sack 
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On the 28th of Ju ly the viceroy arrived in Vera 
Cruz. His first measuie was to cause the governor 
to be tried for cowardice, and sentence of death was 
pronounced; but an appeal being made, his life was 
spared and he was ordered to proceed to Spain. The 
defences of the city wcre repaired and strengthencd, 
and to ensure the earlier departure of tbe fleet it was 
ordered that the annual fair be transferred froin the 
capital to Vera Cruz, which was as yet the only port 
of entry in New Spain, and now for a few years became 
the distributing point for the merchandise of SeviIIe. 

During the remainder of Laguna's administration, 
the raids of corsairs and privateers continued almost 
without intermission. On the 3d of August 1683 
news was received in the city of Mexico that war was 
declared between France and Spain, and in the follow-
ing year hostilities broke out with England. The 
operations of tbe English buccaneers were mainlv 
directed, as we have seen, against the cities of Central 
America; but those of the French filibusters extended 
over all portions of the coast of New Spain. On the 
northern portion of Santo Domingo nearly ten thou-
sand of the latter had their head-quarters, all of them 

of Vera Cmz are the contemporaneous accounts of Father Villarroel and 
Antonio Rohles. The former, who was assistant parish priest of \ 'e ra Cruz 
at the time of its capture, has left in one of its registers of hirths a detailed 
rccord of this cvent. I t contaius occasional rcpetitions, and, as I have said, 
thcrc is some confusion iu tlie dates, but otherwise it is clear and graphic. 
A literal copy is given by Lcrdo de Tejada, in his A]>untes IIi ftiriro^, 273-85, 
and another copy, Icss carcfuUy takeu, will be found iu the Jlusaico Jlrxi-
cano, i. 399-407. Though the Diar'io of Rohles, i. 370-83, contains only 
brief itcms relating to this event, it serves to confiriu tlie maiu statemcnts of 
Vihairoel and furnishes some additional f.icts. Tliese are the sources from 
wliicli thc piiiicipal writers of later times liave drawn their iuformation, 
though uot always conforming to the originals. Among the numerous foi'ei n 
writei's, English, Frencli, aud Dutch, who treat of this eveut in coniiec ou 
A\iíh the buccaneers, the author of S/iarp's ]'oyuges and Esqueinelin are 
probably the best, though both are biassed, and the latter supei-ficial. Thc 
formcr nan'ative is mcagrc, but professes to be takeu from despatches seut 
from Jamaica in August 1683. As his work was published in Londou during 
the foUowing year, this is probahly the case. Further mention of tliis writer 
is inade in IIi<t. Cent. Aincr., ii. 510-11, tliis series, and of Esquemelin inld., 
5()7. These works are probably the most reliahle so far as they relate to the 
etîata.'rcm by which the city was surprised, aiid to questions of detail rclatiiig 
to the buccaneer armament; for the Spauiards captured no prisoucrs, ai,d 
licither Villarroel nor Robles could have known anything defiuite about tlicsíj 
matters. 
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professing allegiance to the king of France. The 
waters of the Caribbean sea swarmed with pirates who 
defied the Spanisli cruisers and the armada de Barlo-
vi.'iito. All the efforts of the Spanish authorities to 
rid the seas of this scourofe were of little avail. Orders 
v.ere given tha t whenever a pirate craft was captured 
the captain and officers should be shot and the crew 
sent to work at the galleys in Spain. Nevertheless 
it seldom happened that a vessel arrived in Vera Cruz 
without bringing news of further depredations. 

A t the very time when Van Horn and liis gang 
were sharing the spoils of this city at the island of 
Saerificios, a large force of French corsairs captured 
the city of Guayana with its governor and garrison, 
and took possession of Margari ta and other small 
i.slands in the West Indies. Maracaibo was also 
threatened, and the audiencia of Santa F é petitioned 
the viceroy to allow the armada de Barlovento to pro-
eeed to New Granada. On the 2d of May 1684 news 
arrived in Mexico that Tampico had again been 
sacked by a large force of pirates, and a nuniber of the 
inhabitants carried off as captives. Two days later 
the Barlovento fleet sailed in pursuit of them and 
captured three of their ships.^^ On Ju ly 6th of the 
saine year LorenciIIo appeared once more in the Nor th 
Sea, this time off the port of Campeche, which he 
captured after a five days' siege, and thence marched 
on Mtjrida, but was driven back witli heavv loss. On 
his return voyage he encountered the armada under 
command of Ochoa, and one of his frio'ates mountina; 

' O O 

twenty-seven guns w âs captured by Spaniards. Lo-
rencillo escaped wdtli liis owm vesseP^ and henceforth 
nppears no more in connection with piratical expedi-
tions on the mainland. 

^'Riveia mentions that, during this year, a pirate vcssel was captured 
near Tainpico Mith 104 men on board. Thc prize was taken to Vcra Craz and 
5 of the eor.sairs were hanged. The rest would have met with the sanie fate 
but for a rccent order requiring that all freebooters taken captive should be 
.sciit to Spain. Gob. Jlex., i. 2lj3. 

^'^Id., 426, 428, 435-7. Ochoa died about this time; but whcthcr he was 
kiUed in action is not rccorded. 
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Nevertheless the scttlers of ]Mt^rida were constantly l̂  | 
in dread of filibusters. Many of the corsairs when 
not enofaíîed in their raids emploved themselvcs in the 
profitable occupation of tortoise fishing, theso grounds 
extending from Campeche to the confines of Nica-
ragua. Among the numerous keys, islands, or coves fb 
of this lono: stretch of coast thev careened their ves-
sels, pursued their fishing, and planned their expedi-
tions, safe from the attacks of Spanish cruiscrs. The 
intricate coast of Campeche, with which they wcre 
perfectly familiar, was constantly frequented by these 
marauders, and in consequence Mérida was contin-
ually exposed to their attacks. The garrison consisted 
of but two companies of half-clad and poorly fed sol-
diers, until after the raid of Lorencillo, when two more 
companies were sent from Spain. The encomenderos 
ofíered to build a wall around the city at their own 
expense, asking only that they .should be released from 
the tax for the support of cavalry called montado. 

D u r i n g t h e years 1685 and 1686 the principal oper- lillj 
ations of the pirates were the raid of Agramon on 
the coast of Florida, and the expedition of Dainpicr to 
the South Sea. The former was driven off with tbe 
loss of fifty men. The operations of Dampier, Swan, |j * 
and others on the coast of Central America have beeii 
related in their place; and it has already been men-
tioned that the latter, accompanied by Townley, re-
solved to try his fortune on the coast of Mexico, hoping 
to capture the Manila ship, which at this epoch was 
wont to leave the Philippines in June and arrive at 
Acapulco about Christmas. After an unsuccessful 
atteinpt to take tbe Lima galleon from under the guns 
of the fort at Acapulco early in November 1685, and 
an equally vain eflbrt to find the town of Colima on 
the 26th, they reached Salagua, or Santiago, Decem-
ber Ist, and had a skirmish with the Spaniards, cap-
turing tw'o mulattoes, but were unable to find there 
any such town as was deseribed in the Spanish pilot-
books. 

i' 
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]Many of the Englishmen died in this region of a 
prevalent dropsy following chills and fever. The 
malady might have been easily cured by certain parts 
of an alligator pulverized and takcn in water, but 
tlicrc were no alligators to be had. On the 1 Itli they 
sighted Cape Corrientes, and it was their plan to 
cruise about this place and wateh for the galleon; but 
it was also necessary to obtain supplies, and during 
one of the raids made for this purpose, the gallcon is 
supposed to have passed by unnoticed; at least the 
hope of tak ingher was soon given up, and on January 
6, 1686, the fleet separated, saillng from Banderas 
Va.lley, where on December 4th they had had a fight 
with the Spaniards, losing four men and killing seven-
teen. Captain Townley w^ith two vessels returned 
down the coast, wdiile Captain Swan continued his 
voyage northw^ard in the hope of finding towms or rich 
mines. The northern limit reached by the sliips was 
23" 30', just above Mazatlan, although Swan went in 
boats still farther in search of Culiacan, which he did 
not reach. The fleet turned about on February 2d. 
On February l l t h they anchored at the mouth of the 
Bio Santiago, or Tololotlan, up which stream seventy 
men were sent in four boats; but having captured an 
Indian who could guide them to Santa Pecaque, prob-
ably Centipac, Swan set out in person with double 
tba t force. The inhabitants ran away, and the town 
was entcred without resistance. Several days were 
spent in loading the canoes with supplies, and on the 
19th fifty men on their way from the town to tlie 
landing, each leading a horse laden with maize, were 
attacked by Spaniards, Indians, and ncgroes from 
Santiago, and every man killed, as already related,"^ 
ineludinLT Bing'rose the buccaneer author, who was 

O O ' 

S\\'an's supercargo. This disaster discouraged the 
British ''from attempting anything more hereabouts." 
I t was proposed to go to Cape San Lúcas for repairs, 
and they sailed on the 21st, passing the Tres Marías 

"^ H'ist. Cent. Amer., 'ú. 568, thisseries. 
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but w^ere driven back thither on the 7th of jMarch. 
I t was now" decided to sail for ^lanila, and after taking 
w^ater at Banderas they left Corrientes on the la.st day 
of IMarch. The men murmured at the long voyage 
before them, but hoped for rich booty in the East 
Indies. The historian of the expedition naturally 
does not quit the coast without having his say about 
Californian geography and the Strai t of Anian.^* 

Apar t from the raids of buccaneers few incidents 
worthy of note occurred during the reign of Viceroy 
Laguna; there was an Indian revolt in New Mexico, 
and an expedition to the coast of Lower California, 
which will be related in their place. On the 8th of 
February 1684, the viceroy received intelligence tha t 
his term of office was extended for three years.^ I n 
1686 his residcncia was taken by the fiscal Bastida. 
The charges were trivial, and about two years later 
he returned to his native country, where, having 
made a donation of fifty thousand pesos for some 
charitable purpose, he received the rank of grandee 
of Spain, and Iiis son the title of duke of Guastala. 

^* Dampier's New Voyage around the ]]'orId, London, 1699, i. 237-78. 
The author, Wm. Dampier, was on the fleet, but in wliat position does not 
appear. He had left Virginia under Captain Cook in Aug. 1683, had beeu 
with Captain Davis in the south, aud had come north with Captain Swan. 
Between 1686 and 1688 several attacks on the coast of Cumaná were repelled 
by Govemor Gaspar Mateo de Acosta, but he was unahle to expel a French 
colony establisheá a t the mouth of the river Guarapicheto, and the armada de 
Barlovento was ordered to proceed to his aid. A number of Freuch piratcs 
were pardoned, and one of them, named Lorenzo, appointed sargento uiayor. 
In December 1686, three prisoners taken at Laguna de Ttírmiuos gave inform-
ation that 100 men liad heen engaged there for several months in cutting log-
wood and shipping it to Jamaica. Measures were taken by the viceroy to 
expel them. Rivera, Gob. Jlex., i. 263-4. The treaty concludcd betweeu 
England, France, and Holland at this period, whereby these countries were 
pledged to aid each other iu exteuding their possessions in America, caused 
mucli uneasiness to the Spanish crown, and the viceroy was ordered to make 
vigorous preparatious for defence. The forts were repaired, the armada de 
Barlovento was refitted, another vessel purchased, and Jacinto Lopez Gijon, 
admiral of the Flemish squadron in the ocean fleet, placed in command. 

**During the previous year an impostor appeared in the person of Antonio 
Benavides, who represented himself as the marquis of Saint Viuceut, a field-
marshal and govemor of the castle of Acapulco. He is commonly known as 
the Tapado. He was arrested by order of the audiencia, tried, and sentenced 
to death. While in prison he tried to strangle himself with a handkerchief. 
After his execution his head and one of his hands were taken to Puebla. Tlie 
other hand was fastened on the gallows. Robles, 370 et seq.; Cavo, ii. 64; 
Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii. 60-1. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

T H E PROVINCE OF VERA CRUZ. 

1683-1803. 

ExTENT OF THE CITY OF V E R A CRUZ—ENTREPÔT OF COMMERCE—CHARACTEB 

OF THE POPULATION—PROSPERITY OF THE P E O P L E — I T S INHABITANTS— 

ITS TKADE—ScARCiTY OF W A T E R — T H E BLACK-VOMIT—THE PORT OF 

VERA C R U Z — T H E FORTRESS OF SAN J P A N DE U L Ú A — I T S GARRISON— 

TiiE WoR s CosT NEARLY FORTY MILLIONS OF PESOS—CESSATION OP 

BCCCANEERING R A I D S — T l I E ToWNS OF CÔRDOBA, J A L A P A , A N D O R I Z A B A . 

Ti ERE are few records as to the condition of the 
-^rovmce of Vera Cruz for some twenty or thir ty 
years after the sack of its capital. About 1730 the 
eity contained perbaps three thousand Spaniards, 
mulattoes, and negroes, apart from its garrison; the 
remainder of its heterogeneous population including 
people from all the western nations of Europe. The 
eity was about one sixth of a league in length and 
half tha t distance in width. Most of the inhabitants 
were mulattoes; some of thein being wealthy, for 
money was readily made at this entrepôt of com-
merce, and even the negro slaves could accumulate 
enough to purchase their freedom. 

In the middle of the sixteenth century Vera Cruz 
was but an insignificant port, serving as a landing-
place for the bands of adventurers who came to the 
,-íiores of New Spain. A t the opening of the nine-
teenth century it was the commercial emporium of a 
territory whose vast resources, little developed as they 
are even to this day, had excited the envy of the 
world. A t the latter date its population was esti-
mated at over thirty-five thousand, of whom about 

( 208 ) 



ff 

SOCIETY. 209 

twenty thousand were permanent residents.* The in-
habitants were qiiiet, orderly, and peaceable. Business 
dishonesty was qnknown, and property of all kinds was 
secure, few precautions being needed to insure its 
safety. There were no beggars in the streets, and 
few criminals in the public jail ; the poorer classes 
w^ere all employed in sonie useful occupation, and 
among the rich were not a few who had acquired 
immense fortunes in commercial pursuits. The gov-
ernment employés, both civil and military, performed 
their duties faithfully and were accorded the consid-
eration due to their rank. The church w âs well sup-
ported, and the religious orders were among the largest 
property-holders in the province.^ 

^Of the floating population 3,040 were seamen, 7,370 muleteers, and 4,500' 
passengers, troops, servants, and non-resident tradesmen. Lerdo de J'cJadUr 
Apunt. Ll'ist., 366. In old Vera Cruz there was in 1777 a population of 777 
persous, of whom only 39 were Spaniards. Vcra Crttz, Fahrica, in JIcx. Doc 
Ecles., MS., i. no. ii. fol. 10. At this date the population of the uew city 
was estimated by the traveller De MenonviUe, in Pinkcrton's Col. ]' //., xiii. 
777, at 6,000 to 7,000. If this be so it had increased more than li\ e-fold 
within 30 years. The writer aífirms that at the time of his visit the houses 
were built entirely of stone brought from Campeche, and that lie .saw tlie 
ruins of at least 20 buildings that had lain there for fifty years, the walls of 
which were of masonry; but why stone should be brought froiu Cauipeche 
when there was excellent material in the neighhorhood lie does not explain. 
Speaking of tlie city he remarks that not tlie slightest culture embellishes 
thc neighborhood. 'The men,' he continues, ' a rc , generally spcaking, lofty-
miuded and proud; either from this being the specific character of tlieir 
nation, or owing to their excessive wealth in a country where gold stamps so 
much value on its possessor. They comprchend tradc vcry well, but here, 
as elsewhere, their natural indolence, and thcir rooted habits, and supersti-
tion, render them irremediably averse from lahour. lueessantly they are 
seen •HÍrli thcir chaplets and relics on their aruis and round their neck; their 
liouses are filled with statues and paintings of saints; and their life is a series 
of devotional practices. The women live recluse in their apartinents above 
stairs, to avoid being seen by strangers; though it is by no means diíficult to 
perceive that, but for the restrictions placed on them by their husbands, they 
would be far more easy of access. Within doors they wear over the shirt 
nothing but a small silk corset, laced with a gold or silver cord. Still, though 
6o simple their dress, they wear a gold necklace, bracelets at the 'wrist of the 
taiiic metal, and at their ears pendants of emeralds of greatest value. Gen-
erally speaking, the fair in this city are not haudsome; for liowever rich their 
dress they show a deficiency of grace and fancy, and, under an apparent 
reserve, are strongly inclined to lasciviousness. The only amusements are 
the ncvería, a sort of coffee-house, whither the geuteeler sort repair to take 
ice-creams, and some imitations of bull-fights for the vulgar; unless indeed 
under this denomination be comprised the processions and flagellations of tlie 
Iioly week.' 

^ In 1746 Vera Cruz contained seven convents belonging to the Doniinican, 
Franciscan, Augustinian, and Merced orders, two hospitals, and a Jesuit col-
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A t this period the trade of Vera Cruz probably 
exceeded thir ty million pesos a year. Apar t from 
commerce the city had little to depend upon. So 
limited was the area of cultivated land in its vicinity^ 
tba t nearly all the leading articles of consumption 
were brought from a distance. Stock-raising was the 
chief occupation in the surrounding country, and 
hides and dried fish the only commodities exported 
from the province. Much of the prosperity now 
enjoyed was due to the measures adopted by Cárlos 
I I I . in 1778 with a view to facilitate commerce 
betw^een Spain and her colonies. Many of the re-
strictions which had aimed at a monopoly of trade, 
and had served only to divert it into the hands of 
foreigners, were now removed, and no community 
was more greatly benefited thereby than that of 
Vera Cruz, which was still the only port of entry on 
the northern seaboard of New Spain. I n 1795 a tri-
bunal of commerce* w âs established there by royal 
decree, and its operations were of great benefit both 
to the city and the province. A t the opening of the 
nineteenth century the city had attained the full 
grow^th of her prosperity, and more substantial build-
ings were erected than during the two preceding cen-
turies. The madrepore stone, called by the natives 
piedra múcura, and found in abundance on the reefs 

lege. There were also two chapels outside the walls. V'dla-Senor, Teatro, i. 
271. Although there were more priests in Vera Cruz than were needed, many 
of the towns iu the district had none, and in 1802 had not been visited by the 
bishop of Puebla, to whose diocese they belonged, for 47 years. The first 
hospital was established by two Jesuits on the island of Sau Juan de Ulúa. 
During the rale of the Marquis of Montesclaros a hospital was founded in 
Vera Cruz and named after the marquis. I t was abandoned in 1805. The 
next one founded in the city was the military hospital of San Cárlos, com-
plcted in 1764. One named Our Lady of Loreto was built for the accommo-
dation of women, and one for convalescents was commenced in 1784 and 
placed in charge of the Bethlehemite nuns. The last three, together with the 
public hospital of San Sebastian, existed in 1807. Lerdo de Tejcula, Apunt. 
Hist., 377-8. 

' Elsewhere in the province agricultural products were considerable, in-
cluding among other items 300,000 fanegas of corn a year, 243,750 arrobas of 
cotton, and 80,000 arrobas of sugar. Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. llist., 365-6. 

' ' Consulado.' In 1784 the oífice of ' comandancia dei rcsguardo de todas 
las rentas ' was created in Vera Cruz by order of the crown, the regulationa 
adopted being the same as those in force at Cádiz. 



* The fire of 1618, spoken of on page 27 of this volume, is not even men-
tioned by Miron in Noticia Instructiva, although there is no doubt that it 
occurred; but he speaks of two others that happened in 1606 and 1608. 

* As early as 1703 an attempt was made to bring water into the city from 
the river Jamapa. In 1795 a dam was built and an aqueduct constructed for 
some distance, but the work was abandoned. Though surveys have since been 
made and revenues assigned for the purpose, nothing has been accomplished. 
Lerdo de J'ejada, Aptmt. fíisL, 322-6. 

' Constructed by Malibran in 1726. 
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iii the harbor, supplied an excellent material, and 
came into general use. Before this time the houses 
wcre built for the most part of wood, although during 
the preceding century and a half the city had several 
times been partly destroyed by fire.^ 

The streets of Vera Cruz were regularly laid out, 
their direction corresponding with that of the car-
dinal points of the compass. Their pavement was 
commenced in 1765 and completed in 1776. In April 
of tlie following year they were lighted for the first 
tinie by order of the municipality. In 1790 a cemetery 
was opened outside the walls of the city, and by order 
of the viceroy the burial of the dead in church vaults 
was forbidden. To this practice and to the scantiness 
and poor quality of the water^ may be attributed in 
part the pestilences from which the inhabitants w^ere 
seldom free. The rich obtained their supply from 
cisterns built on their own premises, the poor from 
an aqueduct^ which was usually empty during two or 
three months in the year, when they w^ere dependent 
on a single well sunk near the bastion of Santa Bár-
bara. Another cause of the prevalence of disease 
was the overcrowding of the houses, wdiich were 
packed so closely together in the poorer quarters of ! | 
the town as to impede the circulation of the air. | 

The rains set in at Vera Cruz about the 20th of 
March and lasted for six months, being followed by 
violent north-west winds which continued almost 
throughout the dry season, raising the sand in such 
clouds as often to obstruct the sight and render breath- 'lj 
ing difficult. September and October were the inost j 
unhealthy months, and it was then tha t the sickness 'J 
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known as the black-vomit was the most deadly. This 
scourge was supposed to have been introduced by an 
English slave-ship in the year 1699, but was more 
probably an endemic disease due to the causes already 
mcntioned, and to the malaria generated by decaying 
animal and vcgetable matter.^ A t the close of the 
last and the beginning of the present century so great 
was the havoc wrought by this malady that it was 
proposcd to abandon the site of Vera Cruz and re-
move to Jalapa. 

The port of Vera Cruz was neither safe nor com-
modious, being but a roadstead, sheltered on the east 
side Ijy a few small and widel}^ separated reefs and 
islands. On the north it was entirely exposed, and 
from September to March was swept by violent north 
winds, which made the anchorage unsafe. The island 
of San Juan de Ulúa is less than a mile distant from 
the city, oniy its south-w'cst point on which the fort 
was built beino- above hÍ2fh-water mark. On the lee-

o _ _ o _ 

ward side of this island, facing the city, vessels made 
fast by cable ropes to huge bolts and rings let into 
the walls of the fort. Here the depth of w^ater was 
six or eight fathoms, and from this point passengers 
and freight were transferred to the mainland in boats. 
Opposite the city, and at about the same distance,was 
a small reef called Lavandera, near which was also an 
anchoring ground for merchant craft. Five or six 
miles to the south-east are the islands of Verde and 
Sacrificios, where w'cre the quarantine ground and the 
station for ships of war. The harbor was entered by 
two channels, the best one being on the north side, 
between Ulúa and the mainland, with a depth of four 
to five fathoms and a width of four hundred varas. 
The other channel lay betwecn the island of Sacrifi-

^ Ilumholdt, E<sai, i. 276-9. In 1803, the eminent Spanish physician Flo-
rencio Pcrez de C,jm,,to declared that the disease had not been introduced 
from anv foreign country. The jirescucc of foreigners, of whom large num-
hcrs died of yellow fever, was, however, believed to aid the devclopment of 
the ;.', riiis of this disease, and such was thc cxperience in all places subject to 
it. Ju 1 ^25 the legislature offered a reward of 100,000 pesos to any onc who 
should discover a remedy. 
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cios and the Pájaro reef, and was of the same depth 
and width. '• 

A larger and more sheltered harbor, named Anton 
Lizardo, was situated a few leagues to the south-east 
oí Vera Cruz,« and there appears to be no good reason 
why the latter was selected, except that the island of 
fean Juan de Uliía was a favorable spot for the con-
struction of a fortress. No attempt was made to 

SAN JUAN DE ULÚA. 

improve it, and at the close of the eighteenth century 
it remamed m the same condition as when first dis^ 
covered by Grijalva in 1518. 

" Anton Lizardo was the harbor in whiVh flio 1?,.« i. a ^ 
1838 and the Americans in 1847-1848 ^"'^^ ^^^* anchored in 

I 
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Thcre are no reliable data as to the exact time 
when the fortress of San Juan de Ulúa was erected; 
but the works must have been commenced between 
the years 1582 and 1625. A t the former date the 
island was occupied only by sailors and merchants; at 
the latter the fortress is mentioned by the traveller 
(bige, in connection with his visit to Vera Cruz, and 
appears to have been then well advanced. I t was 
probably the strongest fort in the New World, and 
until the improvements made in niodern warfare was 
considered alinost impregnable, being often termed 
the San Juan de Acre of America. In 1746 it was 
mounted with one hundred and twenty guns and 
three mortars. In 1780 it contained one hundred 
biass cannon and about fifty pieces of ordnance made 
of iron, the latter being of heavy calibre.^*' The main 
building was in the shape of a parallelogram, with a 
bastion at each of its angles. The one at the south-
west corner w-as namcd the bastion of San Pedro and 
was completed in 1633. I t was surmounted by a 
1112:11 tower on which was a revolvinof lionht. On the 

o o o 

south-east corner was the bastion of San Crispin, 
completed in 1710. Here was built a lookout tower 
whence vessels were sighted and communication main-
tained with the city by a system of signals. Others 
named Our Lady del Pilar and Santa Catalina were 
finished in 1778 and 1799 respectively. The curtain 
and the flanks of the bastions facing seaward wcre 
covered with stakes of hard wood sharpened at the 
end and rising a foot and a half out of the water, so 
tha t at high tide vessels could not approach withiii 
musket shot. Within the fort wcre seven large cis-
terns, containing nearly a hundred thousand cubic 
feet of water, and below it were dainp, narrow dun-
geons, where notorious criminals were confined. Few 
who were once incarcerated there came forth alive. 

A t the middle of the eighteenth century the gar-
1" ]'illu-Sríi(jr y Sunc/ z, J'cutro, i. 274-5; /ttforme del Comand. de Ulúa, 

July 29, 1780, in 'Coí. Diaiio, MS., 504-6. 
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rison appears to have been smaller than a t the time \ 
of the sack of Vera Cruz by buccaneers in 1683, con- ^ 
sisting of only 120 artillerymen, 150 troops drawm 
from the naval battalion of the city, the latter being 
relieved every month, and 30 sailors. A band of con-
victs was also stationed there and employed on the 
works. A t this time there were quartered in the 
city a naval battalion of 600 men, an infantry regi-
ment 1,000 strong, 300 dragoons, and 30 artillerymen. 
A militia regiment with ten companies, two of them 
being composed of mulattoes and two of negroes, 
added 1,000 additional troops to the defensive force, 
and the firing of a cannon would at any time summon 
700 or 800 lancers from the adjacent towns and 
haciendas." I n 1741 a plan was drawm up by the |î| 
engineer, Felix Prospero, for constructing a wall 
around the city, and the work was completed five 
years later. The wall w âs built of hewn stone 
brought from Campeche; it was six feet high, and 
was surmounted by a strong double stockade of the 
same height. I t contained seven gates, one of thein 
being for the accommodation of shipping and fisher-
men, and one for the special use of the viceroys. 
On the inner side was a banquette for infantry; on a | 
toniT^ue of land at the extreme north was afterward 
constructed the bastion of La Concepcion mounted 
with sixteen heavy guns, and commanding the north 
channel with the adjacent coast; on the extreme 
south was the bastion of Santiago, mounting tw^enty-
six guns, and containing the arsenal and naval stores. 1 
Between these tvvo bastions, and facing the land side, ; 
smaller ones protecting the main avenues of approach j 
were erected at intervals.^^ jl,̂ _ 

" ViUa-Sefíor y Sanchez, Teatro, i. 273-4. According to this authority ]||lir!l' I 
the military staff was composed of the governor, the king's lieutenant, an ad- IHÍI 
jutant, a sargento mayor, and three engineers. In May 1727 the viceroy, fWSv 
Casa Fuerte, framed íhe first ordinance regulating the strength of the garrisons 
a t Vera Cruz and Ulúa, inimitation of asimilaroneissued nine yearspreviously 
for the eitv and fortress of Habana. At this date the garrison was somewhat 
euiallcr, and that of the city consisted mainly of cavalry. 

' - / í / . , 271-2. 
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After the capture of Habana by the English in 
1762 much apprehension was felt as to the safety of 
Vera Cruz.^^ The defences of the city and of San 
Juan de Ulúa were strengthened, and new ones erected 
on other portions of the coast. The island fortress 
was ordered to be repaired at a cost of over a million 
and a half, and the port of Anton Lizardo was to be 
fortified at an expense of a million and a quarter pesos. 
A fort was also begun at San Cárlos de Perote , this 
point being intended for an arsenal and as a storing 
place for treasure, Jalapa being now^ considered unsafe. 
Additional troops were despatched from Spain, and 
in December 1774 a military commission met at Vera 
Cruz to consider such further measures as might be 
necessai'}' for defence. The result was very unfavor-
able. I t was reported that the city w âs untenable, 
and that Ulúa, which was .supposed to be im-
pregnable, could only be held for a few days, and 
would require a garrison of 1,700 infantry and 300 
artillerymen, together wdth a force of sailors suffi-
cient to man a number of armed boats.^* I t was even 
recommended that on the approach of an enemy the 
bastions should be blown up and the inhabitants sent 
into the interior, taking with them their effects. The 
report of the commissioners does not appear to have 
been Iieeded, and at the close of the century, when 
Europe was at war and the Spanish American pos-
sessions were at any time liable to attack, the garri-
sons of the city and fortress were even smaller than 
those stationed there sixty years before. 15 

'^ Whcn intelligcnce arrived of the capture, the viceroy ordered that muni-
tions of wai' be at once forwarded to Vera Cruz, and tha t all available troops 
be immediately put in motiou for tliat point. When it was known that there 
was no imminent danger of attack, he withdrew his forces to Jalapa and Perote 
where the climate wasmore healthy. The ncxt year peace was declared. 

" D c McnonviUe says that at the tiine of his visit in 1777 the fortress was 
mounted with 300 guns of from 12 to 36 pouud calibre, and that it was ex-
posed to attack on tlie south-east corner, whcro was a landing-place much 
nearcr thc fort than the principal one, aud where vessels might anchor under 
the curtain, the fire from wliicli would be of no avail. Pinherton's Col. Voy., 
xiii. 779. In 1780 Viceroy Mayorga inspected the defences of the city and 
fort c-s, and clianged the plan of dcfence adopted by his predecessor. 

^•'At the beginniug of the I9i,li ceutury the combined garrisons of the city 
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Notwithstanding the enormous sums expended on 
coast defences, the fortress of Ulúa alone having cost 
nearly forty millions of pesos, the people of New 
Spain, besides being in constant fear of the armaments 
of hostile powers, were still in dread of corsairs. I n 
November, 1788, a royal decree was issued in answer 
to the viceroy's petition ordering two brigantines to 
be constructed for coast-guard service against pirates 
and smugglers.^^ Of course the operations of the 
former were now confined to the more thinly popu-
lated portions of the coast; for such raids, except 
made by licensed freebooters under the name of 
privateersmen, were long since discountenanced by 
the nations of Europe. 

After the beginning of the war between England 
and Spain, in 1796, it was believed that an expedition 
was being prepared for an attack on Vera Cruz, and 
during the following year eight thousand troops were 
cantoned at Jalapa, Cordoba, and Perote in readiness 
for action; but England had now^ sufficient occupa-
tion for all her forces on land and sea, in the lonof 

' O 

protracted struggle wdth the great Napoleon. A few 
months later all the encampments were broken up, 
excepting one of six hundred men who were stationed 
on the plain near Buena Vista in the vicinity of Vera 
Cruz, and so great was the mortality aniong this 
corps that it soon became necessary to remove the 
survivors iiito the city. 

Unti l 1629 the ofiíices of corregidor of Vera Cruz 
and governor of Ulúa were vested in the same person, 
but in that year they were separated, the commander 
of the fortress receiving a salary of one thousand one 
and fortress consisted of the permanent battalion of Vera Cruz, organized in 
1793, its strength being 1,000 men, a company of veteran artiUery, and two 
of militia, 310 men, and the regiment of "Vera Cruz lancers, enrolled in 1767, 
nominally 1,000 strong. Lerdo de Ttjadu, in Doc fíist. Jlex., Apunt. Ilist,, 
383-4. In 1784 the garrison of Vera Cruz was reénforced by two infantry 
rcgiments from Mexico, Id., 309; but the.se appear to have been soon with-
drawn, for in Gac Mex., ii. 290, it is stated that in 1786 the garrison of Vera 
Cruz mustered only 1,360 men. 

'•'They arrived in Vera Cruz about two years afterward. Later a schooner 
was built for the same purpose. 
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hundred pesos a year. Later the former received 
the title of governor, but in 1730 his civil functions 
were the same, though he received from the viceroy 
the rank of lieutenant captain-general and military 
governor. Between 1730 and 1733 it was ordered 
that this official should also have authority over the 
garrison of Ulúa, a residcnt commander of the fortress 
being appointed as his subordinate.^'' After the estab-
lishmcnt of intendencias in 1787 the powers of the 
fornier were greatly enlarged, the offices of governor 
and intendente beinaf afterward combined.^^ 

"& 

A t the close of the eighteenth century the inten-
dencia of Vera Cruz contained a population of about 
one hundred and fifty-four thou,sand.^^ The second 
towm in importance was Cordoba, founded, it will be 
remembered, in 1618.^° In 1746 it contained over 
seven hundred families.^^ About thir ty years later 
its population was about the same. JMo.st of the 
houses were of stone; the streets were wide and well 
paved, and a plentiful supply of water was obtained 
from the mountain streams in its neiíxhborhood. In 
the center of the plaza was a large fountain, and on 
one side of it stood the cathedral, the three remaining 
sides beinLí adorned witli Gothic arclies. The sur-
rounding vegetation was rich and of many hues, and 

" Rrnlcs Cédulas, MS., ii. 233-4. I t is there stated that Antonio de 
Benavides was the lirst oue vested with these powers. He was appointed 
ahout the year 1734. 

'̂̂  The iutendente M'as also subdelegado of the city of Vera Cruz and its 
distiict. liiciru, Ilist. Jcúajia, 164. Thc first iiitendente of Vera Cruz was 
Pcdro Corvalau, appoiiited in 17.̂ 8̂. [lu Id., i. 165, Ccrvalan.] In 1792 Pedro 
Gorostiza lield tliat oíUcc. Id., 164. In 1795 Diego García Panes rcccived the 
;i],]ioiiitm(nt. (Jomcz, Liur'to, in Doc Ilisf. JIcx., série ii. tom. vii. 436; and iu 
I,!) ^—I'luii ilr Jjcjcitya de Suit Juan dc i'liiu, in Col. de Diurio, MS., 510. 

'" Di.tiiiin cd among ;,72 poblados. Canccludu, liuina de laXueva Esjiuna, 
"'"-:>• h' l > dc Tcjíula títatcs tliat there were 2 citics, 5 villas, 147 pueblos, 
(j!) liaciciidas, aud l,"i7 ranchos. Apunf. Ilisf,, 365-6. I t extended froin the 
hay of 'i'i riiiiiios to 'i'iiiii|,ieo, a distance of 210 leagues, with a varying width 
of 2') to .'55 lcaLnies. Its lioundaries are defiiicd in Rivera, fíist. Jalapa, i. 
150-1, and rcmaincd vhe same until 1824. 

^"Sce p. 27, this vol. 
'̂ ' T\', o hundred aud si.xty Spanish families, 126 of mestizos, 60 of mulattoes 

and ncgrocs, and 2(J3 of iudians. The town had now an alcalde mayor. 
l'íHa-Sei~ior y .Suiichcz, J'cafro, i. '2{J5. 
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on its deep soil of red clay^ were produced most of 
the tropical and subtropical fruits. The raising of to-
bacco and sugar, of which plantations w ere first estab-
lislied early in the seventeenth century, was still the 
leading industry, but here, as elsewhere in New Spain, 
nature was so prodigal of her gifts that little effort 
was needed on the part of man, and many of the 
Spaniards grew w^ealthy almost without exertion."^^ 
Although in 1790 an earthquake demolished or dam-

VEBA CRtrz PBOVINCE. 

aged nearly all the buildings, the town appears to 
have steadily increased in prosperity, for in 1810 it 
contained at least eight thousand inhabitants.^* 

Among the most flourishing towns in the province 
was Jalapa, where, between 1720 and 1777, the annual 
fair w-as held, on the arrival of the fleet from Spain, 

"̂  The depth was at least ten feet. 
'^The principal industry was sugar-raising, and at this date there were 

more than 30 sugar-miUs in Cérdoba, worked mainly by Indians. 
'•'* Eight thousand to 10,000, of whom five eighths were Spaniards. Diario 

Mex., xii. 233-4. 
m 
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beinor transferred there from Vera Cruz. Before the 
o 

former date half a dozen commercial houses, estab-
li.shed by merchants in the capital, had monopolized 
the entire trade of the surrounding district, but within 
a few 3'ears afterward goods to the value of thirty 
millions of pesos changed hands at each fair. This in-
creased circulation of wealth caused people to abandon 
thcir simple habits, and to adopt the dress and amusc-
ments and most of the vices of the Spaniards in the 
Old World. In 1794 Jalapa was declared a city,-^ and 
toofether with Cordoba and Orizaba Avas a favorite 
summer rcsort for the merchants of Vera Cruz. 

Orizaba stood on the hÍ2:h road froni jMexico to Vera 
Cruz, being distant about thirty-eight leagues from 
the latter city and forty-six froni the capital. I t was 
situated in a beautiful valley and surrouncled with 
forest-clad mountains, high above w^hich towered the 

snow-capped volcano of Ori-
zaba. So luxuriant was the 
surrounding vegetation that 
a square league of laiid suf-
ficed for the pasturage of about 
seven thousand slieep.^^ Here 
was a halting-place for cara-
vans laden with merchandise, 
and tlie point where goods in 
transit were appraised. In 
1777 its population numbered 
about forty-five hundred, of 
W'hom it was estimated that 
nearly three thousand w ere of 
Spanish descent. 

CoAT or ARMS OP JA.LAPA. 
27 

^ l n 1746 there were 786 resident families of Spaniards, mestizos, and 
Iivli,iii<. Vilki-Scitor y Suhc/tcz, T/ieafro, i. Later the population appears to 
ha\c decreased, for Humboldt states that in 1803 its population was only 
i,;;oo. 

-'̂ V tiavcUcr passing through the province of Vera Cruz in 1777 st.̂ ites 
that Mithin the space of a Spanish lcague he counted II flocks of sheep, each 
nuinbcring ovcr 600. J'/J rtj, ii. 71. 

'•'' lu the town were scveial tannerics, and factories for the making of 
criarse cloth. A large quantity of tobacco was raised in its neighborhood. 
PiiiIiLríon's Jlod. Geog., iii. 214. 
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CHAPTER XII . 

FLOOD. FAMINE, AND ECLIPSE, 

1688-1692. 

MO.\( 'LO\A'S ADMINLSTRATION—Hi,s Srcc s.so , THE CONDE DE G A L V E — T H B 

PlRATES D R I V E N F R O M T H E S O U T H S E A — W ' A R WITH F R A N C E — P l R A T E S 

iN THE NORTH S E A — T H E ARMADA DE BARLOVENTO—UNION OF SPANISH 

AND ENGLISH'.AGAINST THE FRENCH—DROUGHT AND FLOOD—Lo.ss OP 

C R O P S — E X C E S S E S OF THE S O L D I E R Y — D E A T H O F M A R Í A L U I S A — T H E 

D R A I N A G E S Y S T E M — P O R T E N T O U S E V E N T S — T H E B A K E R S R E F U S E T O 

BAKE—EFFORTS OF THE VICEROY. 

THE successor to the marqués de la Laguna was the 
conde de Monclova,^ who made his public entry into 
the capital on the 30th of November 1686, and whose 
administration lasted for nearly two years, when he 
was appointed viceroy of Peru.^ H e is represented 
by the chroniclers of the period as an upright and 
vigilant ruler, and the charges brought against him at 
his residencia were even more frivolous than those 
preferred against his predecessor.^ Litt le worthy of 

' Don Melchor Portocarrero, Lasso de la Vega, conde de Monclova, comen-
dador de la Sarza en la orden de Alcántara, of the royal council of war, 
and of the junta of war of the Indies. Reales Cédulas, ii. 3. He was com-
monly known as Brazo de la Plata on account of his false arm, his own having 
been lost in battle. Lorenzana, Hist. Xucva Espa)''ia, 27. His wife was the 
Do a Antonia de Urréa. Ihid. He had several children, of whom four 
accompanied him. Vetancvrt, Trat. Jlex., 16. 

'^October 15, 1688. Ibid. He embarked at Acapulco, May 11, 1689. 
R'tvera, Gob. Jlex., i. 264. 

'There were but six trifling charges. Zamacois, v. 445. Among other 
measures adopted by the viceroy was one compelling all the religious who 
were without license to return to Spain. He also enforced a law forhidding 
creoles to serve among the troops in Vera Cruz. During his administration 
the condition of the natives did not improve. They suffered most in the 
missions of Rio Verde and Tampico, and in Nuevo Leon. There thc Span-
iards robbed them of their wives and daughters, sold their young children 
as slaves, and deprived them of their best lands. The friars appealed to the 
king iu their behalf, but to little purpose. Id., 263-4. 
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note oeeurred duriufif his administration, but the ncxt 
O . ' 

seven yeais form an exciting epoch in the annals of 
the capital. 

During this time New Spain was governcd by 
Gaspar de la Cerda Sandoval Silva y Mendoza, conde 
de Galve, a gentleman of the royal bed-chaml)er, and 
kiii-ht of tlie order of Alcántara.* H e arrivcd at 
Vera Crnz, accompanied by his wife,^ on the 18th of 
Se[;tember 1688, and about two months later took 
formal possession of office.^ 

One of his fir.st acts w âs to adopt measures for the 
cxtermination of the corsairs, whose increasing num-
bers and daring kept the coast settlements, both in 
the Nor th and South seas, in constant alarm." Soon 
after liis arrival he applied to the church authorities 
for money to aid in making the necessary preparations, 
to which appeal the archbishop and several of the 
bishops responded wdth contributions amounting to 
nearly eighty-nine thousand pesos.^ Hardly had he as-
sumed office when news reached the capital of the cap-
ture by corsairs of Acaponeta, a small towm on the 
coast of Nueva Galicia. Besides a quantity of silver 
the enemy carried off many prisoners, including forty 
women and two friars, an outrage which caused the 
viceroy at once to despatch an expedition in their 
pursuit. Troops were sent from Mexico City, and 
there being no other vessel available, a Peruvian 
frigate, recently arrived at Acapulco, was ordered to 
g(í in search of the enemy. The capture of Acapo-

*C'iro, Tres Si'/los, ii. 72; Rctdcs ('(''lulas, MS., ii. 4 ; Lorenzana, Hi.><t. X. 
L'sji., 27; liirrru, Coh, Jlex., i. 265. By some authorities his name is variously 
gi\cii as (hispar de Silva Ccrda; (las]iar de Sandoval Cerda Silva y Mendoza. 
Jiíjhl's, Ij' tr'to, i. 500; Par'ian, Col. Jjoc., 16. 

^Do a l-nviia de Toledo, daughter of the marqués de ViIIafranca. Robles, 
Diurio, i. 500. 

*0n November 20th. Hc made hia public entry December 4th. Robles, 
Diurio, i. 501-2, ,')0,5-6; or, according to Cavo, J'rcsSiijlos, ii. 72, Sept. I7th; in 
tliis statement Cavo is foUowed by Lorcitznnu, IList. N. Esp., 27. See also 
Iiir<'r<i, Goh. JIcx., i. 265; Jlui/cr's JIcx. A:Jcc, i. 217. 

" AN'hile en route to Vera Cruz lie cmpturcd a corsair frigate in the gulf of 
Mexico. .Sigttctiza y Gúngora, (Jurta ul Almirantc, MS., 3. 

*Tlie archbishop and his clergy gave 80,000 pesos; the bishop of Puebla 
5,700; of Guadalajara 1,700, and of Oajaca 1,500. Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 268. 
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i; neta occurred on the 14th of November; tw^elve 
days later the news was received at the capital, aiid i 
on the I7th of December following the frigate sailed. 
Notwithstanding this prompt action, however, nothing 
was accomplished, the frigate returning to Acapulco 
about the middle of February without even having 
sighted the enemy. 

The corsairs still continued to hover off the coast, 
and a general council was held in the capital, on the 
8th of May, to concert further measures for their 
pursuit.^ Twelve days later it was ascertained that 
they had sailed for Peru, having released all their 
prisoners excepting three men, oiie of them a Francis-
can friar. Nevertheless preparations were continued; 
troops were again sent from the capital, and a small 
fleet sailed about the middle of Augus t froni Acapulco 
to cruise along the coast. These expeditions con- î 
tinued until 1692, but without other apparent result ' 
than to cause the pirates, at least for the time being, 
to abandon the coast.^° 

A t this time there was not a single craft of any 
kind for the defence of the long coast line from Te-
huantepec to Sinaloa. Before the end of August , 
1692, tvvo well equipped vessels, built in Guatemala nuu 
by order of the viceroy, and intended for coast-guard IVj i' 
service, were anchored in the port of Acapulco. Dur- R 1 
ing the remainder of Galve's rule, there is no evidence f ;̂ ; ^ 
tha t the corsairs again appeared on the coast of the 
South Sea. 

In consequence of the renewal of war with France, 
in 1689, the Spanish crown ordered the viceroy to 
take all possible means to strengthen the defenses of 
New Spain; and to make reprisals on the French, by 
confiscating their property, and banishing from the 
country all subjects of tha t nation except those en-
gaged in the mechanic arts. In accordance wdth these 

' Partly in consequence of the receipt of intelligence by the viceroy that 
the corsairs had cut off the nose of one of the friars lield as prisoners. 

^°RohIes, D'iario, i. 506, 510; ii. 8-9, 14-15, 18, 27-8, 34, 106-7; Sigúenza 
yGôngora, Cartaal Almirante, MS., 5. 
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instructions the oidores began on the lOth of Septem-
ber to imprison French subjects in tlie city of Mexico, 
and to seize their effects. Meanwhile Galve forwarded 
supplies to all military posts, on the seaboard as well 
as 011 the frontier, strengthening their garrisons, and 
providing for the prompt payment of the troops, this 
matter havingf heretofore been ncfflected. The feeble 

o o 

Span sh garrison of Campeche, constantly threatened 
by the wood-cutters of the bay of Términos, w âs re-
enforced, and received a supply of ammunition and 
vessels of war. Men, money, and arms were also for-
warded to the governors of Yucatan and Tabasco, 
whose territory was constantly exposed to invasion 
by corsairs. After several unsuccessful expeditions 
they succeeded in expelling the w^ood-cutters before 
the end of 1692, but they returned a few years later.^^ 
About the same time the viceroy attempted, but in 
vain, to drive them from the gulf of JMCXÍCO, and al-
though the armada de Barlovento and other Spanish 
cruisers frequently made prizes, sometimes of consid-
erable value, they could not prevent the corsairs from 
capturing, at intervals, Spanish vessels of still greater 
value.'^^ 

Thus while the viceroy had been partially success-
ful in his operations against the corsairs, all his efforts 
to drive them from the Nor th Sea w^ere of little avail. 
Nor could au}' other result be expected, while, in the 
i.slands of the West Indies, tlieir numbers increased 
from year to year, and no at tempt was made to strike 
at the root of the evil. The island of Santo Dominûfo 

O 

was a favorable rendezvous of French pirates, and the 
crowm having resolved to at tempt their expulsion, 
intrusted the undertaking to Viceroy Galve. Exten-
sive preparations were begun in 1689, and the follow-
ing year the armada de Barlovento, then composed 
of six ships of the line and a frigate, sailed from Vera 

^^ Ro'jlr^, Diario, ii. 22, 40; Sigiicuza y Gtíngora, Cartaal Almirante, MS., 
3-5; Liccra, Gob. JIcx., i. 266, 268, 272; Carrilo, Elorígen de Belice, 'm Bole-
tin,So,\ JIcx. Geog., ; a ep. iv. 260-1. 

'"• For details see Robles, Diario, ii. 6, 15, 17-18, 46, 79, 144-6, 169. / 
12 
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Cruz, carrying two thousand six hundred troops. 
Landing at the northern end of Santo Domingo, near 
Cape Frances, they were joined by seven hundred 
men from the Spanish settlements. The French, ap-
prised of their landing, thougli greatly inferior in 
numbers, rashly gave them battle, and were routed 
w ith a loss of tive hundred men, tlic almost impene-
trable woods alone saving tlieir force from annihilation. 
Having destroyed several towns, including the city of 
Guarico, captured a number of vessels, and takeii 
many prisoners, the expcdition returned to Vera Cruz 
in ]March 1691, avoiding the more powerful French 
settlements on the east coast of the island. In honor 
of this success a thanksQfivinsf service was celebrated 

o o 
in the capital, and a full account of the expedition was 
soon after written and published by the celebrated 
jMexican author, Cárlos de Sig enza y Géngora. 

I n 1695 a combined expedition of Spaniards and 
Eníxlish, the latter havinû: now made common cause 

O " O 

aûfainst a mutual foe, attacked the French settlemcnts 
O ' 

of Santo Domingo, destroyed their forts, captured 
eighty-one pieces of cannon, and laid waste two settle-
ments.^^ 

The French w^ere, at this time, the most cnterprising 
foe with whom the Spaniards had to contend, and 
several years before the events just described liad at-
tempted to establish settlements on the mainland, 
wliich might serve as a base for future operations. 
As cai'Iy as 1684 thc Spaniards, by the capture of a 
vessel olf Santo Domingo, had learned of the expedi-
tion of La Salle, of which mention will be made in its 
place, but no at tempt to thw^art him appears to have 
been made until two vears later, althouíxh in 1685 the 
report reached Mexico tha t a French colony had been 
founded on Espn-itu Santo Bay. The earlier expedi-
tions sent in search of this colony failed to find any 
traces of it or of the lost vesscls, but in 1687 the 

^H'uvo, T,-r.-<_Siglos,J'i. 73-8, 85-6; Rivrra, Gob. Mex., i. 265, 271-3, 278; 
RohLs, Liurio, ii. 56; Si'./iicuzu y Gongora, Carta al Alnwante, MS., 5-6. 
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wrcck of one of L a Salle's ships was discovcred, thouMi 
i O 

owing to its inland and secluded position the settle-
ment escaped the search of the Spaniards. The fol-
lowing year, how^ever, the arrival at Coahuila of a 
deserter from the colony removed all doubts as to its 
exi,-<tence. 

Accordingly in March 1689, by order of Viceroy 
Galve, an expedition under the coinmand of Alonso de 
Leon, governor of Coahuila, set out with the Freiich-
man as guide, for the bay of Espíritu Santo. A 
month later they reaehed the fort, only to find it de-
serted. Of the Wenty colonists left by La Salle more 
than half had succumbed to disease, or had been .slain 
by the nativcs. The survivors were scattered among 
the neiíxhborinof tribes, and tw^o of them havinor sur-

O O ' o 

rendered to the Spaniards the governor returned. 
Encouraged by his report as to the peaceable disposi-
tion of the na'tives, Galve despatched aiiother expedi-
tion in 1690 under the same Icader, for thc purpose 
of establishino: missions, three Franciscan friars beino: 

O ^ O 

among the number. Two missions wcre founded near 
the river now known as the Neches, where the eccle-
siastics met with a friendly reception. 

In consequence of the reports of the viceroy, .the 
crown determined on the permanent occupation of this 
territory, and ordered that steps be at once taken for 
that pni'pose. Early in 1691, a strong force was de-
spatehed Ijy sea and land, and the country explored 
toward the north; but no settlements or missions were 
founded, although numerous settlers and friarsaccom-
panied the troops, and before the end of the year all 
returned to Vera Cruz except a í'ew soldiers and a 
portion of the ecclesiastics. 

The loss of crops I))' drought and flood; the disap-
pearance of live-stock; the withdrawal of the native 
converts; the exeesses of the soldiery, and the conse-
quent hostility of the savages were among the causes 
which soon afterward compelled the evacuation of the 
countr}^ and no further at tempt to occupy this terri-
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tory was made by either Spaniards or French during 
the next twenty years.^* 

About this time the occupation of Pensacola had 
been resolved upon, partly with a view to check the 
further encroachments of the French, and an expedi-
tion having been sent from Vera Cruz in 1693 to ex-
amine the bay and select a site, the following year 
troops, colonists, and supplies were landed, and the 
ereetion of a fort and town was immediately begun. 
In 1696 both towm and fortifications were complete, 
and the name of Santa María was givcn to the bay 
and colony.^^ 

Notwdthstanding some drawbacks, the adminis-
tration of Viceroy Galve up to 1691 had given geii-
eral satisfiiction, and the arrival in November of a 
deeree extendinír his term of office was made the oe-
casion for a public rejoicing. Bu t this second term 
proved to be as disastrous as the previous one had 
bcen for the most part prosperous. Shortly betbie its 
coinmencement inundation and famine had visited tlie 
fair valley of ]Mexico. 

Contrary to cusbmi, on the death, in 1689, of tlie 
queen, Dona ]María Luisa, wife of Cárlos I I . , the 
usual funeral ceremonies and mourninof were omitted,^'^ 
but not so tlie festivities wdiich, a year later, were 
cclebrated with extraordinary splendor in honor of 
the marriaíjfe of the kino' with Mariana de Neobursfo. 

o o o 

Tliese brilliant festivitics were, how^ever, interrupted 
on the 9th of June by a sudden freshet which swept 
down into the valley, carrying away Iiouses and 
cattle, destr^ning in its course the wheat crops and 
the flour stored in the mills, and inundating for a 
time the western portion of the city. Wi th the ex-
ception of a slight rain on the preceding day the 
weather in the city and its vicinity had for months 

'*A more detailed account is íjiven in Ilist. Xorfh Jlex. Staics, this scries. 
^'^Cuvo, TresSi'jlos, ii. 83-6; Jlorfi, Jlcm. IIisL Tcx., MS., 100-11; liirtru, 

Gob. J/ex., i. 273, 276. 
'* Ordenes de la Corona, MS., vi. 80-1. 
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been fair, and although rain at this earl}' period was 
unusual, the storm wliich i'aged on the morning of 

' O O 

the 9tli amono- the mountains to the west of the 
O 

valley gave no cause for apprehension. In that 
reg on, however, the rains were so lieavy tha t many 
natives and cattle vvcre carried away by the flood, 
and the w^aters of the swollen stre-ains were precipi-
tated in torrents into the valley below. Fortunately 
precautions had been taken against such a catastrophe 
by the viceroy and by several of his predecessors, 
wlio:.e cfforts have already been related, and the 
waters soon subsided. 

A month later, however, a more serious flood oc-
curred. On the l l t h of Ju ly a heavy rain began, 
and continued without interruption until the 22d. 
The whole valley was now inundated, together w^itli 
a large portion of the city, and communication with 
the surrounding country was for several dsiya cut off, 
eaubing a scarcity of provisions in the capital. Upon 
tlie eessation of the rains the viceroy caused abundant 
supplies to be brought to tlie city in canoes, and the 
ai'chbisiiop displayed his usual charity by ministering 
to the wants of the starving natives. 

Galve now gave his attention to the improvement 
()f the drainage system, causing the sewers of the city 
to be cleaned and extended, new ones to be opened, 
and repairs made on the canal of Huehuetoca. The 
natural channels of the streams were cleared of ob-
structions and w idened, an outlet opened for the pent-
up waters, and all this accomplished in an incredibly 
short time, the viceroy animating the laborers by his 
ii'equent presence, and even expending his private 
iunds oîi some portions of the work. 

Bu t a more serious calamity now began to threaten 
the capital. Previous to the 23d of Augus t the grain 
erop in its vieinity wliich had escaped destruction froin 
ilood gave promise of a bountiful harvcst. Bu t on 
tbis (late a total cclipse of the sun occuired, accom-
panied by intense cold, and almo.jit immediatcly the 
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rapidly ripening wheat was attacked .by the chiahu-
iztli,^' and the greater part destroyed. 

The eclipse occurred about nine o'clock in the morn-
ing. For three quartcrs of an hour the city was 
shrouded in almost total darkness, during which the 
greatest confusion and consternation prevailed.^® To 
the superstitious and already excited minds of the 
L)w^er classes this phenomenon appeared as an evil 
omen, a belief wdiich subsequent events only served 
to confirm. 

W^ith the loss of the wheat crop the consumption 
of corn increased, its price being further advanced 
by the partial failure of the crop, due to excessive 
moisture and cold. The situation was indeed critical. 
Maize was the food staple of the natives, and since 
the loss of the wheat crop the tortilla had taken the 
place of wlieat bread, not only among all the lower 
and laboring classes of the capital, but also to some 
extent among the wcalthy.'^^ Such was now the in-
creasing scarcity that by the beginning of September 
the price of wheat had inore than doubled. The 

1 
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" According to Sigiienza, Carta al Almirante, MS., 28, who submitted 
the whcat to a microscopic examination, this is a small insect, a mere speck 
to the nakcd cye, the size of a necdle point, witli legs like thosc of a flea, and 
wings rcsemhliug tiiose of a wecvil. Myriads of thcm were secu on eacli car 
of wheat, and spread with astouishing rapidity. He states that pulgon, or 
aphis, is the meauiug given this Mord in the Mexicau vocahularjr. Molina, 
in his Vocahidai-io, pt. ii. 19, to which Siguenza probably refers, writes the 
word c/iiuitill, whicli lie renders iu Spanish, ' Otro biuoro, o pulgon q roe las 
viiîas'—worm or aphis which destroys vineyards. Robles, Diario, ii., MTÍtes 
it chahuistle, descrihing it as a worm which attacks the roots, and this term 
is also probably taken from Molina's dcfinition. In modern times the usual 
form of tlie word is that given by Robles, and it is generally applied to rust in 
grain. 

'^ Stars of the first, second, aud third magnitude were visible; dogs 
howled; birds, with frightcncd cries, flew-wildty about; cocks crew; women 
and children screamed; the native women in the plaza abandoned their stalls 
and fled in terror to the cathedral; and the excitement and dread were in-
creascd by the ringing of the church bells for prayers throughout the city. 
Sigiienzay Gôngora, Carta, MS., 27-8; Robles, Diario, ii. 66. 

^' Cavo, Tres Sitjlos, ii. 79, is not altogether to be relied on. Sig enza y Gôn-
gora, Carfa, JIS., 31, whose stateinents are to be preferred, for reasons which 
wiU hercafter be shown, says, ' jamas le faltô á la republica el pan cou la pen-
sion de caro, porque (ya que otra cossa no se podia), se acomodaron los pobres 
.y plebeyos á comer tortillas (ya sabe vmd. que asi se nombra el pan de maiz 
por aqucstas parttes) y a los criados de escaiera auajo de casi todas las cassas 
de Mcxico se lcs rasionaua con cllas.' 
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bakcrs in consequence refused any longer to make 
bread, for at the price at which they were compclled 
to sell it they found the business unprofitable, and a 
disturbance was averted only by the prompt measures 
talcen by the viceroy to insure a sufficient supply."^ 

i^.íurmurs bcíjfan to be heard on all sides, and not-
O ' 

Avithstanding tlie strenuous effbrts of the viceroy to 
provide a supply of grain the suspicious and unrea-
soning populace would not credit the reported failure 
of the crops until a special commissioner was sent 
into the valley to verify the report. From the begin-
ning Galve adopted every measure tha t experience 
and prudence could suggest to prevent or at least 
mitigate the suffering and dangers of a prolonged 
faiidne. Officials were sent amonQ^ the farmers of the 
vallcy and interior districts to purchase all the surplus 
grain, and with orders to seize it if necessary. The 
sale of grain and flour in the city by private individ-
uals was forbidden, all tha t could be found being 
collected by the government for distribution at the 
public granary.^^ The use and cultivation of the triij 
hloj juillo which was unwisely forbidden in 1677, 
was also permitted, the viceroy having induced the 
church authorities to remove the interdict aíxainst it. 

The public granarj^ was now^ placed in charge of the 
munieipal authorities, and grain could be purchased 
only there. In November of 1691, the daily allow-
aiice for each individual w âs one qiiartiUa,^^ and the 
daily consumption from one thousand to thirteen hun-
dred fanegas.^^ In the surrounding country the suffer-

^°The difficulty with the bakers occurred on the 13th of Sept., and on tho 
foUowinií day there was no bread to be had. liohles, Diar'io, ii. 67; Carta de 
vii Ii(lii,/ioso, in Doc IIi<t. Jlrx., série ii. tom. iii. 310-11. 

-' ' Sahado 15' iScjit.), 'embargô el corrcgidoi- toda la hariua á Hurtadoy 
á Guerto y la trajo á la alhtindiga.' liohJ s, JJiurio, ii. 67. 

^^'l'hc trigo hluuqui lo was a species of wlicat, chiefly cultivatcd in tho 
hish,Ji)ric of Puebla, of cnonnous yield, and supciior in every respect to all 
othcr kinds produced in X'ew .Spain. For some reason not clearly explained 
it was dcnounced as unwholesome, and its use aiid cultivation prohihited 
under hea\y penalties hy hoth go\'criiniciit and church. Jlonfcinui/or, Scrnn-
rios. (;0-I; Si'jii''iizu y Cijiii/ont, Curla, MS., '.u-'); C'arta de un lidigioso, 312. 

^̂  l''.<jual to ahout two (|uarts. 
- 'A fauega is about equivalcnt to a bushcl and a half. 
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ing was still greater than in the city, as the governor 
having seized most of their grain, many of the inhab-
itants were compelled to beg food in the capital. 

Meanwdiile the viceroy did not relax his efforts to 
maintain the supply. In April 1692, a meeting of 
the principal civil and ecclesiastical authorities was 
called for this purpose, and commissioncrs were kept 
constantly busy in the neighboring districts as wch as 
in those more remote, collecting and forwarding corn. 
In May an abundant crop of wheat was harvested 
from the irrigated lands in the valley, and under the 
belief that the prevaihng high price would induce the 
farmers to bring their gram to the capital permis-
sion for its free sale was given. Many, how^ever, sold 
it elsewliere, and this, together wdth tlie partial failure 
in the remoter districts, owing to a snow storm early 
in April—a rare occurrence in the valley of jMexico— 
caused the stock in the capital to run low toward the 
end of May. Vigorous measures w^ere now required, 
and fresh commissioners were despatched with orders 
to confiscate all grain wherever found. The daily 
allowance of corn in the city was also reduced, although 
a sufficicnt quantity of grain was obtained by the 
commissioners to iiisure a moderate supply until the 
next harvcst. 

By this time the price of grain had increased so 
enormously that a load of wheat which usually sold 
for three or five pesos could not now be purchased for 
less than twenty-four pesos. 25 

^̂  The load of com which was ordinarily sold at about two and a quarter 
pesos, was now worth seven. The loaf of wheaten bread usuaily weighed six-
teen ounces, and was sold for half a real. I ts price continued the same, but its 
wcight was now reduced to seven ounces. .Sigiienza y Gtí,igora, Carta, MS., 
29, 41-2 ; Rohles, Diario, ii. 72-3 ; Carta de un Religioso, 312. 
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CHAPTEB XIIL 

CORN RIOT I N T H E CAPITAL. 

169-2-1696. 

I N C R E A S E D MURMURS—RuMORED G R A I N S P E C U L A T I O N S OF T H E V I C E R O Y — . 

A N I M P R U D E N T P R E A C I I L R — T H E L É P E K O S — P U L Q U E S I I O P S — I N E F F I C I E N T 

FORCES AT COMM-^XI)—AWAITING O P P O R T U X I T Y — . V F F A I K AT T I I E (ÍII.AN-

AI :Y—Ti iE VicEROY T H K E A T E N E D — O u T B R E A K — D E A T I I TO T I I E O F F I -

ciALs!—TiiE P.\LACE S E T ON F Í R E — T H E P L A Z A S T A L L S ALSO F I R E D — 

Roiir. Y AXD klr D E R — E X E C U T I O N S — R E V O L T AT T L A S C A L A — S A L E OF 

r rL( . ; rE P K O I I I E I T E D — R L B U I L D I N G OF T H E P A L A C E — A F F A I R S IN X"EW 

M E X I C O . 

THE suppressed murmurs of the populace previously 
heard against the government, novv gave place to 
com])laints in which the viceroy was openly accused 
of speculating in grain; and notwdthstanding the pub-
lieity of all his measures and the character of the 
persons commissioned for the collection and di.stribu-
tion of supplies this unjust charge gained a ready 
credeiiee amono' the nativcs and lower classcs. This 
grave accusation and the hostile att i tude toward the 
govei'ii ient to whicli it gave rise were encouraged by 
the impruíJent language of a Franeiscan í'riar, during 
a sermon preachcd in the cathedral at the beginning 
of Eastei'. Notwithstanding the presenee of the vice-
roy, oidores, and the officials of the various tribunals, 
he alluded in sueh terms to the existing scarcity as to 
confirm the suspicions of his audience, who loudly ap-
plauded Iiim.^ 

^ Siguenza y (h'ingora, Curfu, MS. , 40, s t a tes t h a t he preachcd ' n o lo que 
se dciiia pa ra c'iiisolar al p u i b l o en la ca ics t ia sino lo que se dicti'i por la iin-
j i rudeueia ]iaia i r r i t a r lo . ' liolilcs, J>iurio, ii. 122, wlio contirms the forcgoing, 
fctatcs t h a t t he l i ia r ' s namc \ \ a s Anton io de E,;caray. 
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STATE O F S O C I E T Y . 233 ,'i^ 
The populace, urged by thc pangs of hunger and 

by their fancied grievances, were iiow in a mood wdiich 
bodcd ill for the peace and safety of the capital. Yet , 
although previous outbreaks had shown their turbu-
lent nature, no precaution whatever appears to have 
been taken to gfuard asfainst a disturbance. Affairs 

o o 
were ripe for an outbreak. The city was divided into 
nine w^ards, six of which w^ere inhabited wholly by 
natives having their own governors. The total popu-
lation was over one hundred and forty thousand, of 
whom the Spaniards and mixed races formed but a 
small proportion. A large part of the lower classes 
were idle and dissolute, and among them w^erc many 
criminals. The name saramullos was then applied to 
them and later they were called léperos.'^ 

The usual resorts of this class were the shops where 
pulque was sold, and the haratillo,^ w'here the natives 
also congregated, and where all plotted against and 
denounced the government at will, free froni the inter-
ference of the officers of justice.* 

The natives at this period, especially the men, were 
restless, indolent, and vicious, and so addicted to tho 
use of pulque, the consumption of whicli had never 
been so great, tha t all contemporary writers concur in 
affirming that they were daily under its iníluence. 
They were the chicf complainers against the govcrn-
ment, and w'ere constantly encouraged by the sara-
mullos, wlio eagerly desired an outbreak because of 
the opportunity thus afforded them for plunder. 

To oppose these dangerous elements there vras in 
^'La poblacion. . .de las grandes ciudades interiores de la colonia, cuya 

mayoría inmensa se componia entonces, como se coinpono todavi'a hoy por 
dcsgracia, de esa plehe vagamunda y degradada por la ignorancia y la miseria, 
conocida con el infamante apodo de léperos.' Lerdode J'ejuda, Apunt. II'i.<t., 
366. See a.lso Sigiicnza y Gángora, Curtu, MS., 37. 

* A shop or coílectiou of shops in the maiu plaza where cheap and second-
class warcs were sold, and where stoleu articles were also disposád of. I t was 
frequented by vagabonds and criminals, and several attempts liad alrcady hcen 
macie by the authorities to abolish it. liiccra, Diurio, 72; Rohles, D'tario, ii. 
26. Thc baratiUo was not abolished until several years acer, although a 
cédula prohibiting it was published in November 1689. 

*' Las pulqucrias donde por condision iniqua y contra Dios que se le con-
cediô al Ascntista no entra justicia.' Siguenza y G ngora, Curlu, y^H., 42. 

f 

II jii 
1,1 

. ^ i i l l 

i 

w l̂ 

,l,:l 
i 



234 CORN RIOT IN THE CAPITAL. 

the capital but a single company of infantry, of less 
than one hundred men, who did duty as palace guard, 
and even these were indifferently armed and equipped. 
There was no artillerv, no store of small arms and 
ainmunition, and no organized militia. The better 
class of Spaniards for the most part possessed weapons 
of their own, but as subsequent events .showed, they 
would not act tofrethcr in time of iieed. Without the 

o ^ 

city the nearest available troí^ps were the distant gar-
risons of Acapulco and Vera Cruz. No t even an 
organized police force existed which could be made 
available in quelling an incipient outbreak. 

PALACE OF MEXICO. 

The palace, as shown by the accompanying plan, 
w;is i)rovided with loopholes for infantry and em-
ljr;i,^iii'es f)r cannon, but in the disturbance which 
Ibllowcd thei'e was iiothing to indicate tha t artillery 
v,a,. i/laeed theie. In the construction of the other 
bi;!l;!ings of tlie eapital there was no provision made 
fii' iheir (lefenee save that aflbrdcd by the thick walls, 
heavv liai'i'cd doors, and .strong shutters and iron bars 
of the windows;' but these were conimon to most 

^SÍL'iienza y 0,,:igora, ('urtu, MS., 49, summarizes this condition of affairs 
ns the 'culpiHiilisiiii^j ,lcscui,l,j cm (jue vivinios eutre tanta pleue al miamo 
ti'-Uiiio quo prLS'aijiiiiios de luniu.- uhles.' 



ABOUT THE PLAZA. : . j j 

Span ;sh houses, and of course ineffectual against the 
attacks of a mob, unless a strong armed force wcre 
stationed within. 

Although the greater portion of the dwellings wdth 
their massive w^ails of stone or adobe, their tiled roofs, 
and solid doors, afforded some protection for life and 
property in the event of a riot, the immonso quantity 
of merchandise contained in the stalls situatcd in the 
main plaza had no such protection. Here were built 
wnthout order two hundred and eighty light woodcn 
structures, styled c(tjoncs, in wliich native and foreign 
wares of all descriptions wcre sold. Among them 
and scattered over other portions of the public square 
were numberlcss booths of canes and rushes, for the 
salo of fruit, vegetables, and provisions, givi:ig to this 
plaza, wliich was one of tlie finest in the world, the 
appcarance of an irregular village of huts. 

In 1658 several of the stalls were destroyed by fire, 
and during the confusion which ensued many were 
plundered. In thc following year orders wcre giveii 
for the plaza to be cleared of both stalls and booths,*^ 
but the danger froni fire and thieves bcing quickly 
Ibrgotten, they w^ere soon restored to their Ibrmer 
location. Later tbe attention of tlie authorities was 
called to the daiiíi'cr to which this collcction of un-
guarded inflammable strustures was cxposcd, but witli 
thcir usual apathy they paid no heed to the mattcr 
until a sccond and grcater disaster compelled the ap-
plication of a pcrmanent remedy. 

Such was the condition of the capital in the bcgin-
ning of June 1692. Though the scarcity of grain stiU 
continued, tlie careful distribution of the supply daily 
leceived at the public granary sufficed to keep star-
vation froin the city. The natives, howevcr, daily 
írrew bolder and more insolent, and awaited but a 
O ' 

pretext to revolt, encouraged, as they werc, by the 
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cTlie stalls wcre removed to the Plazuela del Marq'.u's which opens into 
the maiu ])laza, and the bootlis to the Pla::uela de la Uuivcrsidad. Licc. 
L itiv,, \ . i'oI. 
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236 CORX RIOT IX THE CAPITAL. 

inaction of the authorities wliich thcy construed into 
fear.' 

The desired opportunity soon arrivcd. On Friday 
June 7th the corn at the public granary gave out at 
six o'clock in the evening, whereupon several native 
women who remained to be served, gave vent to their 
disappointment in slirill outcries and insulting epithets. 
On the followiiig day they were still more disorderh', 
shouting, fighting, pushing, and crowding each other, 
so as to make it impossible for the officers to proceed 
with the distribution. Takinof advantaoe of this con-

O O 

fusion, several atteinpted to Iielp themselves to corn, 
whereupon one of the officials, finding peaceful meas-
ures ineifectual, seized a whip, and by laying it on 
ri'jht and left succeeded in driviníjf them back. In a 

. O 

few minutcs, how^ever, they surged forw^ard again, 
headed bv one more darino- than the rest. The offi-

. "̂  .o _ 

cial again made use of his whip, and seizing a cane 
rained a shower of blows on the head and shoulders 
of the leader and her companions. Exasperated by 
tliis treatment, some of them seized their leader, and 
raisiníx her on their shoulders rushed out of the cfran-

o o 

ary, whence, followed by nearly tw^o hundred of their 
coinpanions, they hastened across the plaza to the 
palaec of the archbishop and demanded to see him. 
The attendants refused, but listened to their com-
plaints, consoled them as best they could, and dis-
missed them. Not content with this reception, the 
crowd, still earrying the injured woman, procecded to 
tlie A ieeregal palaee, filling its lower corridors and 
clamoring ibr an interview with the viceroy. Oii 
bchig told that he w âs absent, they tried to force 
their way into the vieeregal apartments, but were 
pushed baek by the guards. Thcreupon tliey returned 
to tlie archiepiscop;d palace, not a single man having 
joined them thus far, and were mct by the primate. 

" In the public granary the Indian women vv'cre sometimes scrved before a 
Spaniard. and this confirmed the naíivcs in thcir belief that the authoritiea 
were afraid ol them. Sigtitn'.u y Couj'.ra, C'.irtu, MS., 42. 



T Birrr 

EXCITEMEXT. 237 

To him thcy repeated their complaints, adding tha t 
the injured woman had jus t died. Through an inter-
preter he sought to pacify them, and despatched a 
inessenger to the granary officials, requesting tha t 
the Indians should in future be treated with more 
consideration. After another fruitlcss at tempt to 
obtain an interview^ with the viceroy, tlie tumult 
ended for that day.^ 

On the return of the viceroy in the evening he gave 
orders tha t in future an oidor sliould be prescnt diu'-
ino- the distribution of corn, for to a lack of svstem in 

O ' L 

this matter the outbreak was attributed. Instruc-
tions were also issued to the captain of the palace 
guard to take evcry precaution to prevent any repeti-
tion of the disturbance. Pikes were to be made 
ready, ammunition to be distributed to the troops, 
and all fire-arms to be kept loaded.'' No uproar oe-
curred during the night, nor does any at tempt appear 
to havc been made by the authorities to aseertain the 
state of affairs in the native wards or amono- thc sara-
mullos. On the following day, the 8th of June,^'' tlie 
native women appeared as usual at the public gi anary, 
and with the exception of pushing and crowding in 
their at tempt to gain the foremost place, the prcsence 

*A somewhat different version of this affair is given in the Carta cle nn 
Relit.jioso, 315. There it is stated that but oue visit was made to thc arcli-
bishop, who advised tliat one or two of them shoukl go and lay the matter 
before the viceroy, but that his counsel was disregardcd, and the women dis-
persed to their homes. This author, however, was a leclusc friar, and, 
although a contemporaneous writer, derived his information from others, 
while Sigiienza y Gougora, whose version I have adopted, was a promincut 
mau, on iutiuiate terms with the viceroy and other governuient o icials, aiid 
oue of the iuost celebrated writers uf the period. 

"According to the Cnrtu jle un Iitliiii".-o. 3IÔ-I6, previously cited, the 
viceroy upon learning of the occurrcnce immediately S(nt fur the corregidor, 
whom he ordered to investigate the complaints, and severely punish tlie dis-
tributoi-s of corn. The corregidor, however, soon returned declariug that the 
charges of the Indian women against the oíficials at the granaiy w crc íalse, 
nothing unusual having occurred there during the day. Reassured by thi.-, 
statement and the opinion of several gentlcmen that it was only a dmnkeii 
aftair of the natives, the viceroy contented himseLf with orderiug tliat au 
otficial of his own selection should superintend the distribution ou the fol-
lowiug day. 

loCavo, T)-es Si'jhx, ii. 81, erroneously gives June 9th as the date, and 
Zamacois, IIi<t. Mex,, v. 408. x. l;'.02, that cf June ISth. This latter, how-
evcr, though occurring in two different places, is evidently a mispriut. 
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of tlie oi;^(;r j^revciited a repetition of the previous dis-
order. During the early hours quiet reigned through-
nut the city, and the authorities, fearing no danger, 
negleeted to take further precautions. 

The viceroy, however, was ill at ease. Leaving his 
breakfast tmtouched, he repaired to the convent of 
Santo Domingo to liear niass, and his appearance v.as 
greeted with a murmur of disapproval by tlie assem-
bled worsbippers, who regarded him as the cause of 
.tbeir present sufferings. About four o'clock in the 
aftcrnoon he attended service at the Augustine con-
vent, and thence proceeded, as was his custom, to 
the convent of San Francisco. The usual procession 
ended, he entered the convent to converse with the 
friars, when suddenly the sound of tumult, accom-
])anied by the report of fire-arms, was heard. The 
viccroy started up to go to the palace, but in this he 
was pievented by his few attendants, and by the 
friars, who, gathering about him, represented the 
danger of such an attempt, the streets being already 
filled with excited natives, who with loud cries were 
hurrying from all quarters toward the plaza. 

Bu t íive hundred fanegas of corn were received at 
the public granary on this day, and b}^ five o'clock in 
the afternoon the supply was exhausted, while there 
were still many to be served. This caused a great 
commotion among the native women, during which 
one of them fell to the ground, whether intentionally 
is not knowm, and was trampled upon and injured by 
her companions. 

The iV)Ic of the previous day is again performed, but 
with more fatal results. The injured woman is placed 
on tlie back of an Indian, wdio runs with her to the 
baratillo, andthence, having been joined by a number 
of the saramullas, to the palace of the archbishop, the 
crowd following with wild cries and shouts of rage. 
A demand to see the archbishop is again made, and is 
again denied by the attendants, whereupon they are 
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assailed with the vilest language. Grovving impatient 
at the non-appearance of the archbishop the constantly 
increasing mob proceeds across the plaza to the vice-
regal palace, the women taking up a position at the 
corncrs of the streets.^^ Then they begin to abuse 
the viceroy in set terms, and to throw stones at the 
baleony of the viceregal apartments, which are soon 
destroyed. After some delay a dozen or more of tlio 
guard appear, and joined by an equal number of vol-
unteers charge the rioters, ncw mustering about two 
hundred. The latter fly for refuge to the stalls and 
the cathedral cemeterv, but beino^ reenforced rall-v 
and drive baciv tlieir assailants. A few of the guard 
ascend to the roof and fire blank catridges. This of 
course only emboldens the lioters, wlio answer with 
shouts of derision and volleys of stones. 

Â s the first party retuin from their charge, driven 
back by overwhelming numbers, a squad of soldiers 
come forw^ard, and are joined by the count of Santiago 
and a few otlier gentlemcn; but the rioters are now 
assembled in such force that the troops are conipelled 
again to retire. I t is then resolved to close the 
palace doors, which is done with such haste that two 
or three of the guard are shut out, and are seized and 
torn in pieces.^^ A shout of triumph arises from tlie 

" Robles, Diario, ii. 88, in his accouut of the events which Icd to the 
outbreak makes no mention of the disturbance of the 7tli, and in regard to that 
of tlie 8th states that the attendants of the arehbishop sent them to the vice-
regal palace, whence they were driven away by the guard. l'cr the reasons 
already stated preference is given to the versiou of Sigiicnza y Gôngora, which 
is, with few exceptions, foUowed for this and all suhsequeut events relating 
to these troubles. According to the C rtu de un Religioso, the archbishop 
appeared and deuied that they had any cause to complain against tlie vieeroy, 
wliose every eflbrt was directed to maintain the supply of grain. 

'̂•^Roblcs, D'iar'io, ii. 88-9, states that by the advice of the attendants at 
the archiepiscopal palace the Indians procecdcd to the viceregal palace wlience, 
having been refused admittance by the guard, they went to their homes, with 
the exception of some twenty who persisted on entering, and the guard continu-
iug to oppose them they began to storin the palace doors and halconics. The 
ensigu with nine soldiers charged and drove back the rioters, now reénforced 
b}' over two hundred, but was compelled to retreat with the loss of two men. 
The doors were then closed. Accordiug to the Curta de iin Rcligio.<o, the 
captain of the guard led three charges, beiug severely wounded in tlie third 
by a blow froiu a stone. I t is tliere stated that the Indians had bows and 
arrows, blunderbusses, pistols, and knives, and that thek intention was to set 
fire to the palace, and rob the royal treasury. 
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crowd, now^ numberino- ten thousand.^^ " D e a t h to 
the vieeroy and c(jrrcgidor," theT cry, "death to those 
wlio have tdl the corn and are killino' us with hunp'cr!" 

O O 

I t is half j)ast six; and tliough thir ty minutes have 
seareelv ela])sed since tlie beo'innino- of hostilities, the 
j)Iaza is filled with the populace. Eager for plunder 
they join in the eries against the government, shout-
ing, " D e a t h to the vieero}' and all who defend him!" 
while the eeho from hundreds swells the uproar, 
" D c a t h to the Spaniards and gachupines who are 
eating our corn!"^* 

A t tliis juncttire the archbishop approaches on foot 
with upliftcd cross, and surrounded by his attendants. 
Lit t le regai'd is shown him, however, for his coach-
man, who was sent on before, is knocked from his 
seat by a stone, and mis.siles begin to fall so thickly 
tha t the primate and his companions are glad to make 
good their escape. The guards in the palace make no 
further at tempt to di.sperse the rioters. After some 
thirt}' shots from the roof, firing ceases; for not only 
are many of the soldiers disabled, but their ammuni-
tion is exhau,sted. 

The rioters continue to storm the palace, btit find-
ing that little harm is done they resolve to burn it 
down, no loníîer fearino- those within. The booths in 

' O O 

the plaza afford an abundance of combustible matcrial, 
and dry ruslies and reeds are soon Iieaped against the 
wooílen doors and set ablaze. The city hall is also 
tiied; and v.hile some are thus engaged, others seize 
ti ' eoaeh of the correo'idor, wdiose residence forms a 

O ' 

])o]'tion of tliat building, set fíre to it, and with the 
mub s attached drive it in triumph around the ]:)Iaza, 
finally killing the wdldly affrighted animals. The cor-
regidor and his wile are fortunately absent; else their 

^^This sudden increase in the numbers of the mob, from 200 to 10,000, is 
accounted for hy the fact that the plaza could be reached within less than 
half an hour from all pai ts cf the city. 

'̂ Accord iig to Rohlcs, at tlie first alarm most of the Sp.aniards shut tliem-
sehcs up in their houses, wlieuee hut fcw issued till tlie riot was over. Diurio, 
ii. !'(). si;.'iRiiza y (;,,iigora fails to account for this lack of courage on the 
part of his couutrymen. 
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lives were lost. The opportunity for plunder sought ' 
for by the saramullos has arrived. Wi th the excep-
tion of the burning of the gallows, also situated in 
the plaza, none of the lower classes appear to havo 
taken part with the natives in the work of destruc-
tion, but there is little doubt that they were t h e 
chief instigators in the matter. Almost simulta-
neously with the burning of the palace the adjacent 
stalls are set on fire. 

And now follows a scene which no pen can fully | j i 
describe. I t is between seven and eight o'clock, and - ^ii 
the spacious plaza is made as light as day by the con-
flagration. Filling the plaza and adjoining streets, 
the maddened populace may be seen surging to and 
fro in dense masses like an angry sea, and above t h e | j, 
roar of the flames rise hoarse shouts of exultation jfí 
as the w^ork of destruction goes on. Few Spaniards 
are visible. From the palace corridors, with despair- j i \ 
ing form and features, the archbishop and his attend- ' 
ants gaze in silence, while on the outskirts of the 
plaza groups of citizens watch in speechless terror the 
progress of the conflagration. Suddenly the cry i,s 
raised, " To the stahs!" " To the stalls!" and the hu-
man sea surges in that direction. The places w here 
hardware was sold are first attacked, and knives, 
machetes, and iron bars secured, the last named for 
defense as well as for breaking open doors. And now 
let chaos come; innocent and guilty, friend and foe, 
are one; robbery and rape, fire and blood; the people 
have become raving maniacs! As fast as the houses 
are broken open and robbed the torch is applied. 
Gradually the infuriated yells sink to a low murderous 
hum of voices, interrupted only by the crash of falling 
buildings. Bapidly the flames spread, and by the 
lurid light may be seen the dusky forms of the rioters. % 
flitting in and out and among the buildings, or disap- ' | 
pearing in the darkness laden with plunder. , 

A singular phase of riot and robbery now presents- 1 
itself Among the rabble are many owners of stalls 

' I ' I L 
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who dare not openly protect their property, yet are 
unable to witness its loss wdth indifference. Merchants 
yesterday they are robbers now ,̂ and may as well rob 
themselves as be robbed by their comrades. So they 
join in the attack on their own stalls, being some-
times the first to enter, and if possible to seize and 
carry to a ])Iace of safety some of their own effects. 
Others, affecting an air of resignation, encourage the 
pillage of their stalls, and then stealthily follow the 
plunderer and relieve him of his load by a sudden 
blow or deadly thrust. Many of the rioters are run 
through at the entrance to the streets by the groups 
of exasperated Spaniards, as they are tauntingly 
clefied by the passing rabble, and not a few perish in 
t h e flames. 

While the many are thus engaged, a few hasten to 
the j)alace of the marqués del Valle, to fire it. The 
flames have reached the balconies, when the treas-
urer of the cathedral, Manuel de Escalante y Men-
doza, ari'ives accompanied by a few^ ecclesiastics, and 
bearing the uncovered host. AIl other means proving 
unavailing, this pious proceeding is adopted, in the 
hope of saving the city. Exhortations accompany the 
act of elevating; and finally a number of the more re-
ligious rascals temporarily extinguish the flames in the 
palace of the marqués. Here , however, their for-
bearance ceases, for they at once hurry away to join 
their com]:)anions in the work of plunder elsewdiere. 
To add to the solemn terror of tiie occasion all the 
heWs begin to ring, but it is the call to prayers, and 
not to arms. Following the example of the cathe-
dral treasurer, the religious orders next appear march-
ing in procession, with uplifted crosses and solemn 
chants . Their efforts, however, avail but little; they 
are greeted with a shower of stones, and dispersed; 
and although singly or in groups they continue their 
exhortations in different parts of the plaza, the rioters 
disregard them, or reply with jeers. 

These exciting events have occupied but a short 
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time, for it is yet hardly nine, and the plaza, w^hich 
for the last three hours has been thronged with the 
canaille of the capital, is fast becoming deserted. The 
rioters have for the most part retired wdth their plun-
der, and among the feŵ  tha t remain the religious still 
continue their fruitless exhortations. Despite the 
efforts of the guard and those of the few citizens who 
have ventured to show themselves, the fire in the 
viceregal palace and city hall still burns, and the stalls 
and booths are one mass of flames. 

A t this juncture the count of Santiago with a num-
ber of arined citizens, collected by order of the vice-
roy, appear in the plaza and open fire on the crowd, 
but are induced to stop by the religious, wdio declare 
tha t many innocent persons wdll thus be slain. As 
there is nothing further to be feared from the peo]3le 
remaining in the ]3laza, the citizens direct their efforts 
to subduing the flames. Wi th tlie aid of the jDrison-
ers from the palace jail,^'' who have barely escaped 
with their own lives, and of the inmates of the vice-
regal palace who are forgotten by the mob while intent 
on plundering the stalls, everything of value in the 
viceregal apartments is saved, and the females of the 
household are conveyed in safety through the plaza to 
the palace of the archbishop. Prominent among those 
to whose energy and presence of mind the saving of 
many valuable papers is due, is Cárlos de Sigiienza 
y Gôngora. Entering the plaza before the flames are 
kindled, he remains throughout the disturbance, ac-
companying the bishop on his mission • '' peace, and 
later the cathedral treasurer; then helping to fight 
the fire in the viceregal palace, where he personally 
rescues important archives, and finally repairing to the 
city hall in time to snatch from the flames a portion 
of the cabildo records. 

The riot was now virtually at an end, and additional 

'^ In consideratiou of their services the prisoners were all pardoned. .Sigii-
enza ij Congora, Carta, MS., 70-1; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 81-2. Robles, Diario, 
ii. 93-4, says siiuply tliat prisoners escaped. 
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assistance arriving, the further progress of the fire was 
checked, although it continued to burn fiercely until 
the followdng Tuesday. Meanwhile the viceroy was 
stlll at the Franciscan convent. A t the first alarm 
the doors of the building were closed, and nothing 
could induce the terrified inmates to open them, except 
for the admission of the countess, whose absence had 
been an additional cause of anxiety. Early in the day 
she had set out on a visit to the gardens of San 
Cosme, and was already returning when the outbreak 
occurred. Upon nearing the plaza the coachman 
seeing the disturbance turned back and drove hurriedly 
to the convent, wdiere the countess arrived without 
mishap. As the riot progressed several persons 
knocked at the doors for admission, but the friars 
fearing for the safety of the viceroy and countess re-
fused all admission. Later in the evening several 
prominent ]3ersons came to offer their services to Galve 
and were admitted. 

Informed of the condition of affairs he immediately 
issued such orders as seemed necessary under the cir-
cumstances. A s ŵ e have seen, the count of Santiago 
with another official was ordered to summon the citi-
zens and disperse the rioters; the regidor Juan Aguirre 
de Espinosa received instructions to proceed without 
delay to the province of Chalco, seize all the corn he 
could find, and forward it to the city, so that it should 
arrive by morning; another commissioner was sent to 
meet the mule train wdth corn from Celaya, and bring 
it with all possible speed into the city; all the bakers 
were notified to niake three times the usual quantity 
of bread, and the butchers and fruit and vegetable 
dealers were enjoined to provide full supplies for the 
following day. Nex t the viceroy despatched couriers 
to Puebla and other principal towns to warn the au-
thorities, lest the example of the natives in the capital 
should be followed elsewhere. 

Armed citizens patrolled the streets in the Spanish 
quarters during the remainder of the night, but no 
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further disturbance occurred. The sun rose upon a 
mass of smouldering ruins in the plaza, while the 
bodies of the dead lay scattered here and there among 
the various articles of plunder dropped by the rioters 
in their hasty flight. The greater portion of the vice-
regal palace was destroyed, as were the halls of the 
audiencia, the jail, and several government offices, 
containing many valuable documents. The city hall 
was almost in ruins, and with it perished the greater 
pai-t of its archives. The public granary and the ad-
joining buildings also suffered; and but for the timely 
efforts of the cathedral treasurer the fire w^ould have 
extended not only to the residence of the marqués del 
Valle, but also to the archiepiscopal palace and ca-
thedral. The loss of property caused by this outbreak 
was estimated at three million pesos. The number of 
lives lost did not exceed fifty, and w âs possibly not so 
great; nor is there any evidence to show that except-
ing the tw^o or three victims among the palace guard, 
a single Spaniard was seriously injured.^^ 

On Moiiday morning the viceroj^ and countess, ac-
companied by the chief authorities, over tw^o hundred 
mounted gentlemen, and an immense number of the 
populace, set forth from the Franciscan convent for 
the plaza, being joined on the way by the archbishop. 
Having reached the spot the procession marched 
around it in order tha t the viceroy and countess might 
view the ruins, and then proceeded to the palace of 
the marqués del Valle, where Galve temporarily took 
up his residence. 

There was still much apprehension lest the Indians 
should return, and this was increased by the discovery 

'* Some contemporary authorities have afl rmed that the Indians were pro-
vided •with all kinds of weapons, but the surprisingly small number of victims 
among the Spaniards, and the statements of other authorities, one an eye-
•witness of these events, refute these assertions. Other writers have also 
sought to give to this outbreak of the natives a more serious character, tliat 
of a premeditated attempt to throw off the Spanish yoke, but it is only too 
evident from their own accounts of the riot, which agree essentially with the 
facts here given, that they seek to draw attention from the culpable negli-
gence of the authorities. S'igucnzay Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 41-4, 48-9; Carta 
de un Relig'ioso, 317, 320, 331-3; Robks, Diar'io, ii. 97. 
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tha t the native ward of Santiago Tlaltelulco was 
deserted. The most active measures were therefore 
taken to prevent another uprising, and for the arrest 
and punishment of the rioters, and the recovery of 
the stolen property. Orders were issued for the 
immediate enrolment of all citizens. Several compa-
nies of infantry and cavalry w^ere organized, two of 
the latter at the exjDcnse of the royal treasury.^'' For 
several days the troops patrolled the streets; and, 
although save a feŵ  false alarms everything remained 
quiet, the stores and schools continued closed, and for 
three da^'s no church bells were runø' nor service held.^^ 
The saramuUos vrere to be feared, however, no less 
than the natives, and their contem]3t for the author-
ities was ex]Dressed by posting, dtiring the night, in 
conspicuous places, pasquinades ridiculing them for 
their want of courage and energy.^^ 

Great care was now taken tha t the supply of grain 
should not fail; and although for a time there was oc-
casional evidence of scarcity, within two months the 
weight of bread, which a short time before the begin-
ning of the riot had been reduced to seven ounces, was 
increased first to ten and finally to fourteen ounces. 20 

"Robles , Diario, ii. 95-6, 99, says eight companies of cavalry, besides 
two of mulattoes and two of negroes. A commercial battalion and a company 
of negroes are mentioned in Cartadeun Religioso, 329-30, and Sigiienza y Gôn-
gora, Carta, MS., 76, mentions two companies of cavalry only. 

^^On Juue 9th, and again two days later, considerable fright was caused 
by the report that a body of armed Indians were entering the city. A 
reconoissance, however, showed that there was no cause for alarm. Rohles, 
Diario, ii. 98-9. 

'" On the nioming of the 9th two pasquinades were found, one fastened 
to the walls of the palace, one of which read, ' Este corral se alquila para 
gallos de la tierra y gallinas de CastiUa;' the other, ' Représentase la comedia 
famosa de Peor está que estabá.' Robles, Diario, ii. 96-7. 

^"During July the retailing of grain was forbidden by both govemment 
and church. Rohles, Diario, ii. 103. According to Sigiienza y Gôngora, Carta, 
]\IS., 76-7, on the 9th the viceroy ordered that the whole supply of grain 
should be distributcd gratis among the populace. Meanwhile a vigorous 
scarch had been made for the plunder, and resulted in the recovery of a large 
portion of it, and the arrest of many natives in whose possession i t was found. 
Most of thc clothing, diy goods, and other articles stolen from the stalls 
was, however, found during subsequent days lying on the streets, where 
it had been thrown during the night, iu all probability by the saramullos, 
for few of thcm appear to have been arrested. By Tuesday, goods to the 
value of 70,000 pc^o > had been recovered and retumed to the o'wners. Robles, 
Diario, ii. 98-9. 
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Although the saramullos took part in the pillage 
of the stalls, if not in setting fire to the viceroy's ]3al-
ace, they for the most part escaped punishment, the 
principal victims being natives. The first execution 
took place on the 1 I th of June. Three Indians, taken 
in the act of setting fire to the palace,^^ were shot in 
the plaza under the gallows, erected in place of the 
one destroyed; and in the afternoon their hands were 
cut off, and some nailed to the gallow^s, and others to 
the door-posts of the palace. Between this date and 
the twenty-first of the following August thirty-six 
Indians of both sexes and a fcw mestizos were ptib-
licly whipped, and eleven natives and one mestizo 
were hanged. A Spaniard who took part in the riot, 
and died of his wounds in hospital, w âs exposed on 
the gibbet. The last one put to death was a lame 
Indian, who was beheved to have been the captain 
of the rioters.^^ 

A few days later news was received in the capital 
of an Indian revolt at Tlascala.^^ The outbreak had 
taken place on the previous Sa.turday, tha t being the 
usual market-day, on which the inhabitants of the 
surrounding country repaired to the city to purchase 
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^' Four were captured, but one had died on the night of the lOth, either 
from poison self-administered or from iU-treatment. Sigiienza y Gôngora, 
Carta, MS., 78, says he committed suicide, but Robles, Diario, ii. 98, states 
'pero uno se matô antes con veneno, seguu se dijo entonces, y parece quc del 
maltrato que le dieron.' 

'^'^Rohlcs, Diario, ih 98-106. Sigiienza y Congora, ('urta, MS., 78, A-.rit-
ing August 30th of this year, says that besides the three who were shot, fivø 
or six were hanged aud one burned; and that a few days afterward many were 
whipped, while others wero detained iu prison av>aiting trial. In the Curti 
de un Religioso, it is stated that the four Indians captured a t the palace w cro 
executed on Monday the 9th, and mention is made of tlie other exccutions. 
Cavo, J'i-cs Sicjlos, ii. 82, says that cight of the ]Jopulace who were found to 
have been implicated in the outbreak were exccuted, and many others con-
demned to be whipped. He is iudorsed by Rivera, Gob. JLex., i. 275. The 
statements of Robles are to be preferred in this instance, as he gives from day 
to day the more important events of this period. Various decrees were issued 
relating to the conduct of the natives. On June lOth they were forbiddea 
under penalty of death to coUect on the streets in groups of more than five; 
two days later all those residing in the Spanish quarter were ordered to re-
move to the native wards, but tliis ordinance does not appear to have been 
obeyed until the 15th, when it was repeated. 

^ O n the 16th of June, during the absence of the govemor and piiin ij^al 
lords of Tlascala, who had repaired to the capital to tender their serviccs. 
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provisions. The load of maize was then worth five 
pesos, but the natives from two adjoining towns de-
manded that it should be sold for less, whereupon the 
alcalde mayor, Fernando de Bustamante, finaîly con-
sented to make a reduction of one peso. This, how-
ever, did not pacify them, and they immediately seized 
upon the maize lying in the jDlaza. Without a suffi-
cient force to support his authority, the alcalde mayor 
knew that it would be vain to oppose them, and they 
were allowed to carry off the maize unmolested. 
About midday, however, noting an increasing excite-
ment among the natives, and fearing an outbreak sim-
ilar to the one in the capital, he caused a drum to be 
beaten in the streets as a signal for the Spaniards to 
muster at the city hall. I t was now two o'clock, and 
but six Spaniards had answered the summons, w ĥen 
a large body of natives gathered around the building, 
and meeting wdth no opposition, set fire to it. The 
alcalde and his companions stood to their post until a 
reénforcement of twenty citizens enabled them to 
attack and disperse the rioters. Assistance soon ar-
rived from different points, including a comjDany of 
cavalry from the capital. Order w âs restored, and 
the principal rioters punished; but during the dis-
turbance the greater part of the city hall was de-
stroyed, and one hundred natives and three Spaniards 
killed.2* 

Quiet was now restored^^ in the capital and through-
out the kingdom. On the 16th the cabildo met for 

**Sixty of therioters were executed. Sigiienzay Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 80; 
Eobles, Diario, ii. 98-104. The Carta de un li(Jig'ioso, 237, gives a some-
'what different account. The scene of the riot is placed at Santa Cruz, a 
native town of some 7,000 inhabitants, in the vicinity of Tlascala. The riot-
ers sought to kill the alcalde mayor, who, however, cscaped; the reUgious 
appeared A\ith the ho t, but ^\cie stoned and compelled to take refuge in the 
church; a force of 300 iiifantry and 100 cavalry was ordered from Vcra Cmz; 
and theTlascalan Ii h.ins scnt a message to the viceroy protestingtheir inno-
cence, and offering to furni-li 400 warriors. Cavo, Trcs Siglos, makes no men-
tion of this affair. Rivera, Cot,. JIcx., i., gives an erroneous account. 

^̂  Robles, iJiario, ii. 10.3, statcs that on July lOth intelligence was received 
a t the capital of a riot in Guadalajara, in which two oidores had been stoned. 
This, however, was no doubt a false rumor, as no further reference is made to 
i t , nor is it mentioned by any other authority. 
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the first time since the riot, but the sessions of the 
audiencia were not resumed untd the 30th.̂ *' On this 
latter date the viceroy made a full report to the crown 
of the riot and of'his subsequent measures, w^hich were 
approved.^^ 

Habitual intoxication among the natives was justly 
regarded as one of the chief causes of the late out-
break, and the use or sale of pulque in the city 
was strictly forbidden, though the order was little 
regarded, and to deprive the natives of a beverage to 
the use of which they had been accustomed from 
childhood was a measure of doubtful policy.^^ On 
the 19th of July, the day on which the manufacture 

. and sale of the liquor w âs prohibited throughout New 
Spain under heavy penalties,^'' a mestizo was whipped 
in the capital for having in his possession a pitcher 
of pulque.^" In a few years, however, its use and sale 
were again permitted.^^ 

Neither stalls nor booths were again allowed to be 
erected in the plaza, and in their place a spacious 

^̂  The cabildo had selected as temporary council rooms the new hall of the 
public granary, and the audiencia occupied a portion of the palace. Parian, 
Col. Doc, 11-13, in Varios Imprcsos, i.; Rohlcs, Diario, ii. 10'2. 

^^ Parian, Col. Doc, 14; Rifcrn, Goh. Jlex. i. 275. Galve suspended the 
captain of the palace guard and sent him to the fortress of Ulúa, pcnding the 
investigation of his couduct. This act caused no little surprise and comment, 
as his conduct on the evening of the riot was generally applauded. Curta de 
un Religioso, 388-9. Moreover it was remarked that during the riot the vice-
roy had rematned securely guarded within the walls of a convent. The cap-
tain was reinstated. Rohles, Diario, ii. 96, 100. 

^^The viceroy had jireviously -Hrittcn to the king in regard to its evil 
effects, but nothing appears to have been done. Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, 
MS., 78. Cavo, Tres S' jlos, ii. 82-3, believes that a book -written about thia 
time on the evils caused by the excessive use of pulque was due to the influ-
ence of Viceroy Galve. See also Robles, D'iario, ii. 96-7. 

'-' The penalty for Spaniards was 200 pesos, and for Indians, whipping and 
hard labor. Robles, D'iario, ii. 103-4. 

"̂ During August the use of mattings in the plaza was prohibited, and on 
the 15th of this month all roofs composed of shingles were ordered to be re-
moved within 24 hours. AII natives were foibidden to appear in the streeta 
of the capital after dark; and a few days later they were forbidden to wear 
shoes or cloaks. Mestizos were compelled to present themselves, and were 
not allowed to carry swords. Robles, Diario, ii. 103-4. According to Cavo, 
Tres Siglos, ii. 82, the Indians were compelled to cut off their forelock, aná 
thereafter to conform to the native custom in the manner of wearing their hair 
and dress. 

'1 The baratillo was not finally abolished until 1696. Céduias Recdes, MS., 
ii. 173. 



u 

250 CORN RIOT IN THE CAPITAL. 

stone building was begun in 1695, and, with the ex- froi 
ception of certain parts of its interior, finished in siti 
1703. I t was first called the Alcaicería de la Plaza th 
Mayor, because built after the manner of the raw 
silk market in Manila. I ts name was soon afterward 
changed to the Parian.^^ 

During the next year nothing worthy of note the 
occurred in the capital.^^ In 1693 the rebuilding of 
the palace was begun, and in course of time this tln 
structure assumed magnificent proportions. Although 
occupied in 1697 by Viceroy Montezuma, it Avas not 
completed until nearly a hundred years later.^* 

About the end of the eighteenth century the palace 
is described as a magnificent building, covering four 
squares, and exceeding in extent the largest building 
in Madrid. I t had a handsome fa^ade, and within 
were three courtyards, each communicating with the u 
other. Facing the largest of the three w êre situated „ 
the halls of the audiencia, with all its offices, and those 
of the other tribunals. This was called the palace * 
court to distinguish it from the others, and a fountain, 
w^hose central figure was a bronze horse, occupied its 
center. Here also was the principal entrance to the 
palace. Adjoining this court was that on which the 
viceregal apartments faced, a series of spacious rooms 
occupying the upper portion of ^he building and 

'* So called because its interior resembled t>:at of the oriental bazaar. In 
1703 the building, with 98 stalls, was compl ited, a t a cost of 97,652 pesos; 
between 1757 and 1794 83 more were added, making in all 181 stails, and the 
total cost of the building 141,570 pesos. Fttrian, CoL Doc, 1-2, 22, 49; 
Dicc. Univ,, V. 738-9. 

'* The maintenance of order in the city was hcnceforth assured b y t h e o r -
ganization of two regiments of militia. No .withstanding the frequent orders 
of the crown, the two cavalry companies f' rmed on the 9th of June and sup-
ported by the royal treasury were not aboli ihed until the end of 1696. Pnrian, 
Col. Doc, 13-16. The final decree aboIisKing them was dated Oct. 9, 1696. 

*̂ Work on the palace was begun abou' tlie middle of February under the 
direction of Fray Diego de Valverde, a i Augusttne friar. Rohlcs, Diurio, ii. 
12,1-6. During the administration of V' ;;eroy Galve the sum of 195,544 pesos 
was expended in the work. lu futur' administrations appropriations of a 
greater or Icss amount were made, t ' .at during the rule of Viceroy Flores, 
1787-9, being the last. According to m ofi&cial rcport made in 1792 by order 
of Viccroy Revilla Gigedo, the total ar lount expended in its reconstruction 
was 781,607 pesos. Alaman, JJiscrt. J'ist. JIcx.,m.. app. 100-2. 
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fronting on the main plaza. In the rear of this was 
situated the third court, occupied by the quarters of 
the palace guard. A series of spacious apartments 
also fronted on the plazuela del Volador; and besides 
the mint, a separate building within the palace walls, 
there was an extensive garden for the recreation of 
the viceroys.^ 

Though the scarcity of grain continued during the 
three following years, it was only in a slight degree 
and for brief periods; but in 1696 the danger of famine 
was so great that another outbreak was threatened, 
and was prevented only by the most energetic meas-

ures. 
36 

During Galve's rule the province of New Mexico 
was reconquered after a series of attempts extending 
over a period of nearly fourteen years. In August 
1680 this territory was the scene of the most serious 
revolt that had occurred since the conquest of ^Mexico. 
AII w'as arranged for a given day throughout the ter-
ritory. Four hundred Spaniards, including twenty-
five Franciscan friars, were slaughtered by the natives, 
and the survivors compelled to abandon the province, 
During subsequent years numerous expeditions were 
sent out by the successive governors to reoccupy it, 
but notwithstanding the quarrels among themselves 
the natives successfully resisted all attempts to sub-
jugate them until 1694. 

In 1692 an expedition recaptured without blood-

I 
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^^Estrella, xxvi. 264-7, 278-9. 
^^Rohies, Diario, ii. 130-71. Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 84-5, states that in 

1694, owing to the great scarcity, an epidemic appeared which carried off 
thousands of the people. Lorenzana, IJi.<t. X. Spain, 28, and Panes, Vinyi s, 
MS., also speak of a pestilence in this year, which they imply was a divine 

Í
mnishment visited on the rioters. I am disposed to reject these statemcut.- ; 
or Roblee, whose Diurio is a diary of thc important events of this period, 

makes no mention of any pestilence between 1692 and 1696, excepting an 
epidemic in a convent of the capital which in April 1695 carried off six nuns. 
An epidemic of measles appeared in the city of Puebla in September 1092, 
and in one parish alone carricd off 3,000 children. Robks, Diario, ii. 110; lli-
vera, Diario. 75. This latter authority calls this event ' a horrible pestilcncc, 
. . .attributed to the prohibition of pulque.' Carlos María Bustamante was 
the editor of this work, as also that of Cavo, T'res Siglos, both of which con-
tain many interpolations, and the connection between the above absurd 
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shed the capital of New Mexico, and received the 
submission of several other towms. In 1696 another 
revolt occurred, in which five missionaries and twenty 
colonists lost their lives and many towns were aban-
doned, but before the end of the year quiet was re-
stored. Henceforth the natives continued submissive 
to Spanish rule.^'' 

Owing to ill-health the viceroy had several times 
asked to be relieved, and his petition was finally 
granted in July of 1695. He left Mexico City on 
the lOth of May of the followdng year, and died soon 
after his arrivaÍ in Spain. His justice, moderation, 
zeal, and ability won for him the esteem of the people 
and the approval of the crown. A t his residencia the 
oidor Charcon brought thirty charges against him, 
but failing to prove them was banished from the city. 33 

Prominent among noted Mexicans of colonial times stands Cárlos de Sig-
fienza y Gôngora, a man of learntng and varied attainments. A native of the 
capital, where he was bom in 1645, he inherited his taste for study from hia 
father, Cárlos de Sig enza, a man of superior intelligence who had in his 
native country been instmctor to the prince Don Baltazar Cárlos. At an 
early age he gave indications of possessing talents of a high order, and at 
seventeen such was the proficiency which he had attained in literature, 
mathematics, physics, and astronomy, that in Mexico, a country then almost 
void of educational facilities, he was regarded as a prodigy. This drew upon 
him the attention of the Jesuits, iu whose order at that time centred the 
learning of Xcw Spain. Seduced by the wiles of these crafty fathers, aa 
Bome authors assert, Sig enza, after a novitiate of less than two years at the 
coUege of Tepotzotlan, took his first vows on the fifteenth of August 1662. 
Uuder the instmction of the Jesuits, which at this period produced a Cla-
vigero and an Alegre, Sig enza continued his studies, perfecting himsclf in the 
classics, and acquiring the superior literary judgment and taste for archæolog-
ical studies which in later times added to his fame. After a few years' stay 
among the Jesuits, in his twentieth year he abandoned them and retired to 
the hospital of Amor de Dios inMexico City, of which he had been appointed 
chaplain. Cavo, Tres Sicjlos, ii. 93, is the only author who gives any motive 

statement and that of Cavo, already cited, disproWng the prohibition of 
pulque, is ouly too apparent. Besides, Robles, who derived his information 
froni the same source as the so-called R'ivera, Diario, makes no allusion to 
this fact. 

^' Ili.st. X. Jlex. Sfutes, i. 374-5, this series. 
^^Rohles, D' tri", ii. 193-8, 214; Ordenes de h, Corona, MS., iii. 68; Ri-

vera, Gob. Jlex., i. 278. 
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for this act. He states that it was done at the instance of Sigûenza's father. 
Though his fame was now daily increasing and honors began to be showered 
upon him, nothing could induce him to leave his retirement. Cárlos I I . 
appointed him royal cosmographer, and confirmed his appointment to the 
chair of mathematics in the University of Mexico. His fame even reached 
the court of Louis the Great, who vainly offered him appointments and pen-
sions. When not engaged in attending to his duties at the hospital, or in 
acts of charity, his time was devotcd to study. 

Associated with the celebrated writer on ancient Mexican history, Ixtlil-
xochitl, Sigíienza perfected his knowledge of the language and history of the 
Aztecs. Ixtlilxochitl, at his death, left all his papcrs to Sigiienza, as the 
person best fitted to write the history of his ancestors, and of whom he spoke 
as his ' friend in the sciences and teacher in virtue. ' In 1693 he was commis-
sioned by Viceroy Galve to assist in the exploration of the gulf coast. He 
examined the coast as far as Mobile Bay, which he explored, as also that of 
Pensacola, and the mouth of the Mississippi River. Vetuncvrt, Trat. JIix., 
p. x; Granados, Tardes Amcr., 414; Jluseo Jlex., ii. 471-3. His report of 
this expedition was 'written upon his return, under the title of Dc.<cripriou de 
la Ba/iíu di- Santa Jlaría de Gah-e, de la Jlob'da y rio dc laPalizujla tí JIissis-
síppi, en la costa sejjfcntrional del Seno Jlcx'icano. A manuscript signed by 
Sig enza, eutitled Reconocimiento de la Eahia de Panzacola en Eloridn, proh-
ably the same as the foregoing, has been preserved in the collection of the 
late Don José Femando Ramirez. His first published work was the Pri-
mavera Indiana, a sacred poem describiug the apparition of our Lady of 
Guadalupe of Mexico. Beristain states that it appeared in 1662, aud subse-
quently in 1668 and 1683, but Vetancurt, Teatro JLx,, p. x, mentions the 
edition of 1668 only. Between 1667 and 1682, two more poems of a sacred 
character were published, and in 1681 his celehrated Jlanifiesto filosofico con-
tra los cometas appeared. His theory was immediately attacked by three 
prominent scholars, among whom was the subsequently famous Jesuit mls-
sionary, Father Eusebio Kino, receutly arrived iu Mexico. To this latter 
Sigiienza successfully replied with a pamphlet entitled Lih,-a A .^itrontímicn, 
published in 1690. To another, Martin de la Torre, a Flemish gentleman, he 
replied with his El Belorofonte Jlatemático, contra a quimera astroltígica de 
D. Jlai'tin de la Torre, which according to Beristain was never issued. In 
1684 the Parayso Occidental, was published. From 1690 to 1693, several 
works were printed treating of special historical subjects, and in 1693, the 
Mercurio Volante appeared, which was extended to four volumes, and was 
probably the first newspaper published in New Spain. His last work was El 
Oriental Planeta Evangelico, which appeared in 1700, shortly after his death. 
The most valuable as well as the most numerous of his writings, however, 
were those he left in manuscript. Besides the papers of Ixtlilxochitl, he pos-
sessed those of Chimalpain Pomar, Gutierrez de Santa Clara, and Zurita, all 
writers on antiquities excepting the last named. With the aid of these he 
pursued his researches in the language, origtn, and history of the Aztecs, and 
the results of his labors were embodied in several volumes, among which 
were the Ano Mexicano, Imperio Chichimeco, Fenix del Occidente, and Genea-
hgia de hs Emperadores Jíexicatios. Nicolás Antonio, Bib.-fíisp.-Xova, i. 
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232, cites the Imperio Chichimeco, as Del Orígin de los Indios Jlexicanos; the 
Fenix del Occidente, as De la predicacion de Santo Tomas Apostol, these and 
the Gîclografia Jlexicana and Jlitohgia Jlexicana being the only works of 
Sigiienza mentioned. The most definite information we have of these works 
is from his friends and companions, Sebastian de Guzman y Côrdoba, and 
Vetancurt. 

Guzman, in the preface to Sigiienza's Lihra A-tti-onomica, which he pub-
lished, says of the A' o Jlexicano, ' this book, though not large in body, has a 
gigantic soul, and Don Cárlos only could have givcn it being.' I t is a treatise 
on thc Mexican system of chronology. Begtnning with the deluge, by com-
paring the occurrences of eclipses and other events as recorded by both Aztecs 
and the nations of the old world, the historical epochs of the former were ad-
justed to the chronology of the latter. The Ciclografia Jlexicana, also a 
manuscript, and devoted to the same subject, is cited by Nicolás Antonio, 
Pinelo, and other bibliographers as a distinct work, but I am disposed to re-
gard it with Beristaiu as another title of the same work. The Iwjxrio CMchi-
incc", according to Guzman, was a history of the different nations composing 
the Chichimec empire, their customs, religion, and political and military in-
stitutions; the knowledge of their system of chronology enabling the author 
to correct the errors of previous writers. The Fenix del Occidentc, to which in 
modern times has also been given the title oîFci'txiIe laAmei'ica, was an attempt 
to prove that the apostle Saint Thomas had preached in Xew Spain, by iden-
tifying him with Quetzalcoatl. Vetancurt, writing between 1692 and 1698, 
mentions the Geneologia de los Emperadores Mexicanos. Del Origen de loslndios 
Mexicanos, an account of the origin of the Toltecs, is mentioned by Vetancurt 
and Xicolás Antonio among Sigiienza's manuscripts, and the latter also cites the 
Jlitologia Jlexicana, or the Mexican gods compared with those of the ancient 
Romans, Greeks, and Egyptians, whose existence some puthors are inclined 
to doubt, believing that the mythology of Torquemada is confounded with 
the Anotaciones críticas, á las ohrcLS de Bernal D'iaz del Castilh y de Fr. Juan 
dc Torqucmada, another manuscript by Sigiienza. Several other manuscripts 
on religion, politics, science, and biography are mentioned by the various 
bibliographers, the most complete list being given by Beristain, in his Bib. 
IIisp. Amer., 160 et seq. Pinelo, Epitome, ii. 581 et seq., gives the extensive 
list of Sig enza's priuted and manuscript works, but it is far from complete, 
and the list of manuscripts is taken wholly from Vetancurt aud Nicolás An-
tonio. Among the other authorities who give lists more or less complete, 
chiefly compilations or copies of the foregoing, are Or/íz, JIcx. Indep. y Libre, 
ll)'2-7; Jluseo JIcx., ii. 471-9; Gallo, fíombres Ilus., ii. 351-52; Zamacois, Ilist. 
JI<j., V. 490-1. Of all these valuable manuscripts but fcw now remain, and 
those arc exceedingly rare. In the preface to his Parayso Occidentiú, p. xiv, 
Sigiienza laments the want of means to publish his works, and fears that 
tliey will die with him, a fear which was in part realized. At his death, 
which occurred at Mexico City August 22, 1700, he left to the Jesuits, besides 
his library, twenty-eight volumes of manuscripts. At the expulsion of this 
order in 1767 they were transferred to the university of Mexico, where but 
some eight or nine volumes existed about the beginning of the present cen-
tu r j \ Among the manuscripts which have survived the inexcusable neglect 
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of his countrymen, I have had the good fortune to acquire the rare and valu-
able Feu'iz del Occidente, Anotaciones Criticas, and Aboroto y Motin de los In-
dios de Mex'ico. This last is a full and detailed account of the memorable 
riot in Mexico City of the Sth of June 1692, written in the form of a letter to 
the Spanish admiral, Andrés de Pez, -with permission for its publication. I t 
consists of eighty closely -written folio pages, in the author's graceful style, 
and with what appears to be his autograph signature. This was never pub 
lished, and is now quoted for the first time. No mention of it is to be found 
iu any of the existing works on bibliography. 

Sig enza counted among his friends all the prominent persons of his time 
who were attracted to him no less by his modesty and other qualities of heart 
than by those of his superior mind. One of these was the celebrated ^Mexi-
can poetess Sor Juana Inés de la Cmz; and on her death, in 1695, he -wrote 
her eulogy. Gemelli Careri sought his friendship, and in his G'iro del Jlvndo 
has acknowledged the assistance generously given him, and paid a just trib-
ute to the genius of Sigiienza. His countrymen showed their appreciation of 
his services and their sorrow for his death by a magnificent funeral and gen-
eral mouming, but no fitting tribute has otherwise been paid to the memory 
of this benefactor of his race. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

VICEROYS M O N T A N E Z A N D M O N T E Z U M A . 

1696-1701. 

MoRE INSUERECTIONS IN THE CAPITAL—THE BARATILLO SCTPRESSED—^NAR. 

ROW ESCAPE OF THE TKEASUEE F L E E T — A N O T H E R FAMINE—MONTEZUMA 

SrccEEDs MoNTANEZ—FAIR AT A C A P U L C O — O B S E Q U I E S ON T H E D E A T H OF 

C Á K L O S I I . — R E J O I C I N G S AT THE ACCESSION OF F E L I P E V.—MONTEZCTMA 

SøSPECTED OF DlSLOYALTY—A WORTHY RuLER D E P O S E D — J E S U I T E X P E -

DITIONS TO LOWER C A L I F O R N I A . 

ON the 27th of February 1696 Juan de Ortega 
Montanez, bisliop of Michoacan, succeeded Galve as 
viceroy of New Spain, his rule lasting only until the 
18th of December followdng.^ Between 1662 and 
1673 he ŵ as inquisitor of Mexico, and in the latter 
year was appointed bishop of Guadiana, but did not 
take possession of that see, since in 1675 he was pro-
moted to the bishopric of Guatemala, and being con-
secrated the same year left Mexico in December. In 
1682 he was again transferred, and assumed the prel-
acy of Michoacan two years later. A rigid discipli-
narian in church government, he was no less exact in 
the performance of his political duties; and though 
zealous in maintaining the dignity of his rank, he was 
generous withal and kind-hearted. 

Exactly one month after the instalment of Mon-
tanez a serious riot occurred, headed by the students 

' In 1695 the conde de Cafiete was appointed viceroy, but did not arrive, 
owing to his inability to pay 300,000 pesos which he had promised for the 
office. Ou the 21 st of January 1696 a despatch was received appointing Dr 
Manuel Femandez de Santa Cruz, the bishop of Puebla, -viceroy, but he refused 
to accept the administration. A second despatch named Ortega as viceroy. 
Robles, Diario, in Doc fíisL Mex., Ist ser., iii. 140-1, 181, 186, 189-91. 

(266) 
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of the university, during which the pillory in the 
public square was burned. Oii the following day 
the authorities, having taken the necessary precau-
tions to prevent disturbance, proceeded to erect an-
other pillory. The collection of stalls and traders' 
tables, which had been replaced after the fire of 1692, 
and more especially the haratillo, where second-hand 
and stolen goods were boug*ht and sold, were still re-
sorted to by idlers and vagabonds, tbieves and assas-
sins. Thither congregated the vicious of all classes, 
including also the students of the university, and the 
stippression of such haunts of vice and crime was nec-
essary. The new viceroy accordingly issued a dccree 
ordering the removal of all trading stalls, especially 
the baratillo, the reérection of which in auy ])art of 
the city he prohibited under jmin of dcath. Ortega's 
measures met with opposition, but v.'cre nevertheless 
carried out, though it was necessar}^ that for somc 
time troops should constantly patrol the streets.^ 

I n spite of all precautions, however, a scrious ]dot 
for a general insurrection was discovercd at the end 
of April , which was the more dangerous from the 
fact tha t the Indians of the wards of San Juan and 
Santa Clara possessed fire-arms. The intention of the 
conspirators was to rise on the depaiture of the flota, 
by which a large number of Spaniards would leave 
Mexico. B u t the w^atchful care of the viceroy de-
tected the p lot ; troops were mustered, the palace 
guard doubled, and all necessary measures taken to, 
secure peace 3 

* The viceroy enjoined the religious orders not to appear frequently in the 
etreets or alone. The students of the university were ordered to wear their 
hair after the fashion of those of Salamanca, and also to adopt similar coUars. 
Id., 195. Shortly after the erection of the new pillory, a pasquinade was 
found attached to it beginning with the words: 'Nos los inquisidores.' 
Id., 195. 

' The crown highly approved of Montanez' action at this crisis, and sent 
instructions to him and the criminal judges to make every effort to kcep order 
and suppress assemblages of the idle and vicious. At the same timc the viee-
roy was made to understand that any uegligence or want of activity on his 
part would meet with severe displeasure and punishment. Refractory and 
turbulent persons of the lowest class were to be punished by the inflictiou of 
200 lashes; others in proportion to their rank. Criminal Spaniards were to be 
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The flota was richly laden this year, and its departure 
was postponed until long after the usual date. AI-
thougli the fault of the officials, it was a fortunate 
circumstance, for soon it was know^n tha t a French 
squadron had been cruising for many weeks off Ha-
bana in the hope of capturing the treasure ships. 
So long was the fleet detained, however, tha t the 
enemy su]3]30sed their j^Ians discovered, and on the 
saine day the Spanish vessels sailed from Vera Cruz 
they turned their prows toward Europe.* 

T h e famine w^hich had occurred during the reign of 
Galve was not yet at an end. From all parts of the 
country natives thronged to the capital, begging for 
he\p to save their families from starving. The mule 
load of corn which usually sold for six reales had now 
risen to ten ]3esos; and other ]3rovisions were propor-
tionately high. Cattle perished in large numbersfor 
want of water, and even poultry dropped dead at the 
homestead door.^ Every exertion was made by the 
viceroy and clergy to relieve the ]Drevailing distress. 
Ecclesiastics of the city even sold their books in order 
to supply food to those in need, but in the country 
thousands w^ere left to starve. The rural clergy seem 
to have acquired the joassion for wealth w hich marked 
the encomenderos, and during this period of suffering 
they w ithheld the corn wdiich Iiad been sown, reaped, 
.and gathered into their garners by the natives.*' 

sent to work under guard in tlie Philippine Islands, Santo Domingo, Cuba, 
and elsewhere, 'con lo cual no solamente se lograria castigar sino evacuar las 
cárceles.' liivcra, lE -t. Gob. Jlex., i. 281-2. 

*Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 86-7; liivera, Ilisf. Goh. JJex., i. 280-1. Shortly 
after the departure of the fleet news reached Mexico of the threatened danger. 
Prayers wcre offered, and a religious procession, attended by the viceroy and 
the archbishop, marchcd solemnly through the streets of Mexico in honor of 
Nuestra Senoia dc los Rcinedios. 

* The common articlcs of food rose to prices beyond the reach of the Indians. 
Flour was sold at prices varying from 25 to 30 pesos the carga; beans at the 
same price; sugar at 10 pesos. During the month of August flour fell to 16 
and 14 pesos, owing to a large crop having been gathered from irrigated lands. 
Rohk.s, D'iario, ii. 197, 203. 

'^The archbishop of Mexieoin July of 1696 informed the king that ecclesi-
astics who had farms neglected to carry out his orders to supply grain. On 
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The last days of Montanez' administration were 
days of mourning caused by news of the death of the 
qtteen of Spain. For three weeks the city was draped 
with ftmeral emblems, and religious observances were 
hcld in honor of the dead.' 

I n October intelligence reached New Spain that 
Josc Sarmiento Valladares, conde de ]\Iontezuma, had 
bcen appointed viceroy. Connected with the dukes 
of Lessa, this ruler obtained his title 1 )y marriaofc witli 
Geronima María, a lineal descendant of the Mexican 
emperor, and third countess of Montezuma.^ Accom-
panied by his wife he took possession of the govern-
ment on the 18th of December, and on the 2d of 
February following made his ]Dublic entry into the 
city.^ 

During January and February the attendance at 
the annual fair at Acapulco was unusually large. The 
galleon from the Philippines arrived safely with so 
large and valuable a cargo tha t eighty thousand pesos 
were paid in custom duties. Merchants from all parts 
of New Spain hastened to the fair; but what caused 
the assembly to be so numerous this year, and trading 
so brisk, was the arrival of a forty-two gun frigate, 
with a number of Peruvian merchants, who brought 
with them two million pesos íbr the purchase of 
Chinese goods.̂ *^ 

While wealth was thus flowdng into the country the 

l, (• 

November 4, 1697, a royal cédula was issued ordering t!::.t in future they 
should be compelled if necessary to produce all surplus grain. Providencias 
Rculc<, MS., 79-80; Ctlcluhis lieales, MS., 161. 

'' Rohlcs, Diitrio, ii. 20.")-8. 
*The viceroy's wife was descended from Pedro Johualicahuatztn, whose 

sou accompanied Martin Cortés, the second marqués del Valle, to Spain, where 
he marricíl Francisca de la Cueva. ]'cta>tcvrt, J'eatro Jlex., pt. ii. 51-2. 

* While passiug under the triumphal arch erected near the church of Santo 
Domingo, the viceroy's -horse shied and threw him. ' Y se le cayô la cabe-
Ilera.' liohles, Diario, ii. 211. This occurrence augured, it -was said, that liis 
admiuistration would be far from prosperous. 

i°Many of the visitors died as usual from the effects of the climate. The 
fair closeá on Febm.ary the 25th, on wliich day and the following severe shocks 
of carthquake caused much damage in Acapulco and the city of Mcxico. Cavo, 
T,-cs Siglos, ii. 89. 
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unfortunate inhabitants of the capital were again 
threatened with famine, the crops having failed from 
the usual causes. Provisions became scarce and dear, 
and on the 8th of March a famished multitude rushed 
into the square in front of the viceregal palace, and 
with fierce cries demanded bread. Decisive measures 
had to be adopted to jDrevent an outbreak. The 
viceroy caused cannon to be planted at the entrances 
to the principal streets, and with the assistance of 
infltiential persons succeeded in restoring quiet. 
Orclers also were issued to the farmers to forward 
at once to the city all the grain on hand. A supply 
sufficient for tw'o months was thus obtained, and by 
the beginning of May corn and wheat began to arrive 
from the tierra caliente, where the second crop of the 
year had been plentiful." 

This serious trouble being ended, the viceroy, on 
the 25th of jMay, took possession of the new palace, 
w hich, as the reader is aware, had been for some time 
in course of construction. The occasion was celebrated 
with befitting ceremonies. The floors were sprinkled 
with holy water, and the archbishop in sacerdotal 
robes, with uplifted hands, implored a blessing upon 
the future residence of the viceroys of New Spain. 
The benediction availed little however, for in less than 
two short months the conde de Montezuma's daughter 
lay dead within the palace walls.^" 

Intelligence having been received of the arrival in 
Spain of the fleet which had sailed from Vera Cruz in 
the previous year, the safety of which had caused 
much apprehension, a solemn thanksgiving was offered 
in the cathedral, at which service the viceroy and 
members of the different tribunals attended. The 
value of the prize which had thus escaped the French 

" Two crops were annually raised in the tierra caliente districts. Id., 90. 
The excitement was allayed in part by the arrival of the royal decree per-
mitting the use of pulque. Id., 91-2; Rivera, fíint. Gob. Mex., i. 284. 

*̂ Dona Fausta Dominica—called by Rivera and Zamacois, Dominga—died 
of small-pox on the 16th of July 1697. Robles, D'iarw, ii. 214. 
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may be recognized from the fact tha t the duties paid 
on the treasure and merchandise amounted to four 
hundred and twelve thousand pesos.^^ 

The command of the seas by the French, English, 
and Dutch had not only a depressing effect on com-
merce, but on all the industries of the country, and 
especially tha t of mining. Quicksilver was so scarce 
this year tha t the quintal rose from eighty-four pesos 
to three hundred, and the viceroy addressed the gov-
ernor of the Philippines on the matter, requesting him 
to procure a quantity of the metal in China and ship 
it to Acapulco. News, however, arrived in 1698 tha t 
a t reaty of peace had been concluded. Great was the 
joy at this intelligence; and for a time commerce and 
industries revived. The rejoicing was short-lived 
however, for in May 1701 despatches were received 
from Spaiii ordering the authorities to put their ports 
in a state of defence against invasion by the English 
and Du tch ; and though in the following month these 
instructions were countermanded, in Augus t two sloops 
arrived from the Habana with intelligence tha t war 
had not been averted.^* 

Meanwhile the death of a Spanish monarch had 
caused the celebration of royal obsequies to be held 
in the city of Mexico, and in all the princi]3al towns 
of New Spain, with the solemnity observed on such 
occasions. Cárlos I I . died on the Ist of November 
1700, and intelligence reached the capital the 7th of 
March of the foUowing year. A courier clad in black, 
and bearing a banner of the same color, brought the 
tidings. Each half hour of his journey he fired off his 
piece as a salute in honor of the dead king. The de-

" Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 90. 
^* Rohles, Diario, ii. 313-15, 326-7. In June an Euglish vessel was driven 

into Vera Cruz by stress of weather, and its crew of 17 men were detained as 
prisoners until an opportunity occurrcd of seuding them to Spain. Two 
reales a day were allowed each man for his maintenance. Id., 320. War 
broke out again in 1700, and in 1702 the whole Spanish flota was captured 
by the combtned English and Dutch fleets. Lerdo de Tejada, Apunt. Ilist., 
292-3. 
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spatchcs he bore conveyed the instructions of the queen 
regent ]\Iai'iana de Neoburgo relative to the ceremo-
nials t() be observed, and were opened with the usual 
formalities. 

In accordance with her commands the viceroy pro-
cecded to arrange the obsequies. Two ministers, con-
versant with the prescribed etiquette, were promptly 
appointed, and orders despatched to the authorities 
of the different towns instructing them how to con-
duct the ceremonies. The a^'untainiento of the capi-
tal was notified to ]oroclaim that the 16th of March 
was appointed for the public demonstration. Ac-
cordingly on tha t day a cavalcade with trumpets and 
muffied drums, draped in the insignia of mourning, 
left the cabildo between ten and eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon. These were followed by the mace-bearers 
dressed in black, and after them came the members 
of the audiencia, the alcaldes, alguacil mayor, and 
other authorities witli their rods of office. The fu-
neral cortege in dismal dra]Dery slowly marched to the 
residence of the viceroy, where the king's death w âs 
publicly proclaimed; then at a given signal the great 
bell of the cathedral was tolled three hundred times.-^^ 
Wi th the same ceremonies similar proclamations were 
made at the archiepiscopal palace, and at the buildings 
of the inquisition and the cabildo. 

March the 22d was appointed by Montezuma as 
the day on which he would receive visits of condc 
lence trom the different tribunals, royal officials, ec 
clcsiastics, and gentry. The obsequies were celebrated 
on the 26th and 27th of April , on the first of which 
days in the afternoon all the bells of the city tolled 
the vesjDcrs for the dead, and the ceremonies were 
concluded by the delivery of a Lat in oration in eulogy 
of the late king. On the following sunrise the ser-
vice for the dead was chanted in the churches, the 
viceroy, archljishop, and nobility attending at the 

'* ' A que correspondierou las campanas de setenta y una iglesias, que habia 
eu México, y en sus arrabales.' (Juro, J'rts Sitjlos, ii. 96-9. 
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cathedral. A funeral sermon terminated the observ-
ances.^^ 

Bu t previous to the performance of the latter cere-
monies, others of a different character were celebrated 
on the 4th and 5th of April on account of the acces-
sion of Felipe V. to the throne of Spain. Appointed 
sovereign by the will of Cárlos I I . , his reign was a 
turbulent one for manv vears; since the transfer of 
the regal power from the house of Austr ia to tha t 
of the Bourbons involved both Spain and France 
in a war with the combined nations of Europe; nor 
can Felipe be considered to have been securely seated 
on the throne until the treaty of Ut rech t in Januarv 
1712. Dtiring the first years of the struggle the 
power of Spain was weakened by civil factions,^^ and 
much oppositio'n was showm to the change of dyiiasty; 
yet ^lexico at once espoused the cause of Feli]3e's 
partv. Thus it w âs tha t on the first named dav the 
church bells were pealed, the royal standard unfurled, 
and the viceroy, audiencia, and all authorities and 
officials took the oath of allegiance on a beautifully 
ornamented j^latform erected in front of the ]:)alace. 
This being done, numbers of caged rabbits, pigeons, 
and other birds were set free, while a royal salute was 
fired by the musketeers. On the following day thanks-
givings were offered in the cathedral, the mass of t h e 
most holy trinity chanted, and a procession formed. 
I n the afternoon a parade of infantry was held before 
the palace,^^ and during the night ]3yrotechnic displays 
enlivened the scene. 

Althotigh tlie viceroy took the customary oath of 
allegiance to Felipe an opinion seems to have pre-
vailed tha t before the death of Cárlos he was opposed 

^̂  Mouming was ordered to be wom for six months. R'ihlcs, D'iario, ii. 
307, 312-13. The viceroy, in order to prevent the exactions (,f merchants 
who had bought all the mouming material, fixed the price of it. Curo, Tns 
Siglos, ii. 97. 

" As late as June 1707 the inquisition issued an edict ordering all subjects 
secular or ecclesiastic to obey the kiug, under pain of excommunication. O/-
denes de la Corona, MS., vi. 135. 

'^Three hundred and seventy men mustered on the occasion. Robles^ 
Diurio. 
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70 

to the prospect of a Bourbon successor to the throne 
of Spain; but more than this, it was whispered that 
in the event of the monarch's decease, he might be 
inclined to favor the independence of New Spain, 
and establish himself as its king.-^^ Whethe r Felipe 
apprehended any such possible defection or not, it 
is certain tha t he recalled Montezuma shortly after 
his accession, for in November 1701 a cédula arrived 
from Spain appointing the oidor, Juan de Escalante, 
as the juez de residencia of the outgoing viceroy, 
Montanez, having been reappointed to the viceregal 
chair six months previously. 

On the 13th of May following, the conde de Mon-
tezuma left for Spain, the countess having preceded 
hini, accompanied by the wives of the oidores. Most 
writers concur in regarding his administration as a 
wdse and prudent one. H e certainly exerted himself 
in improving the social condition of the capital, and 
was especially active in the suppression of robbers 
and criminals. Wi th this object he organized an 
efficient police force, and enacted severe regulations 
for the punishment of evil-doers.^^ The riots in 1692 

i ' M r Vemon, English secretary of state, in letters addressed at the period 
to the duke of Shrewsbury, makes the following statement: ' I t is said that 
Montezuma, viceroy of Mexico, would not sufí'er their plate to come into the 
hands of the French, and the orders from Spain would not be obeyed while 
thej' V ere looked upon to be under the influence of France.' A more remark-
able passage written in June 1699 reads thus: ' The Indians there are very 
eamest with the countess of Montezuma, who is descended of their race, that 
shc •« ould take UJDOU her the title of qucen, which she seems willing to 
acccpt; but the conde, licr husband, refuses it as yet, though it is thought 
if the kiug of Spain dies he will set up for himself.' Ediithurgh licvieiv, Oct. 
IS.'fl, 131. Completely at variauce with the above is Bustainaute's state-
meut tliat he causcd the destructiou of all Aztec relics in order to obliterate 
all îraces of his aneestors ' por cougraciarse cou la corte de Madrid.' Leon y 
(:,iii,a, Dos Pii'drus, 81-2, note. As I caunot discover that ^Montezuma waa 
connected with the royal fainily of the Aztec monarch otherwise than by 
marriage and the a^suiuption of tlie iiame, Bustamante's deduction seema 
groundíess, and I prefer to attributc thc viceroy's action to religious bigotry. 

^"The auto de residencia was proclaimed on the 19th of the same month, 
both in the Ca,-^tilian and Mexican languages. Rohles, Diario, 339; consult 
also 3,'!1, .333. 

'̂ Ou the lôth of June there were 200 prisoners confiued in the principal 
jail of the city. On the 28tli of August the miscreants attempted to escape. 
They made a large hole in the outer wall, and severely wounded the jailer 
and porter before thcy \̂ ere overpowered. On the followiug day sevcn of 
the ringleaders were publicly flogged through the streets. Id., 326-8. 



LOWER CALIFORNIA. 265 

indicated to him the necessity of a more generous 
treatment of the Indians, and the measures which he 
adopted for their relief during times of scarcity were 
energetic and effective. He caused, moreover, the 
fortifications of the city, which were in a wretched 
condition, to be put in a better state of defence, while 
measures were also taken for the protection of the 
coast during war time. 

During his administration physical phenomena from 
time to time caused distress and damage. Earth-
quakes destroyed houses and occasioned loss of life; 
and an eruption of the volcano Popocatepetl in 1697 
caused much destruction in the surrounding country. 
The same year the capital was again inundated, owing 
to the unusually heavy rains, whereupon the viceroy, 
aided by contributions, caused the drainage and 
sewers to be put in order and improved. Indeed, in 
all cases of calamity he was ever prompt in devising 
means of relief Though for ]DoIiticaI reasons the 
king may have deemed it prudent to recall him, it 
cannot be denied that he did his utmost for the wel-
fare of New Spain.^-

I t was during the administration of Montezuma 
that the pacification of Low^er California w âs begun 
by the Jesuits. The settlement of this country had 
been frequently attempted during the last century, 
but no success bad attended previous efforts. Expedi-
tion after expedition under different leaders, most nota-
ble among whom w êre Ortega, Casanate, and Otondo, 
had successively failed,-^ and in 1686 the audiencia 

^^ln 1699 Cárlos I I . , by cédula of the 27th of February, granted to Mon-
tezuma and his heirs a pension of 4,000 ducados, with the title of duke of 
Atlixco. This grant was ratified by Felipe V. in 1704, and again by Fer-
nando VI . iu 1752. Rcaks Ccdtdas, MS., 10-11, 30-42. In Certif. de las 
Jlercedes, MS., 181-2, the amount is given as 4,000 pesos, and the date of the 
cédula as Febmary 17, 1699. The iucome was payable from ludian tríbutes 
in Peru, Guatemala, and Campeche. Later orders made it payable from trib-
utes collected in Yucatan. The duquesa de Atlixco was the last heir to whom 
it was paid, probably in 1758. 

^̂* For full particulars of these expeditions see fíist. X. Jlex. States, i. 153 
et seq., this series. 
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abandoned the idea of conquest by force of arms. The 
oidores, howevcr, considered tha t the subjugation of 
the Indians could be accomplished by the Jesuits and 
proposcd tha t they should make the at tempt, the ex-
penses incurred being paid by the crown. The pro-
vincial of the order saw fit to decline the offer, alleging 
that the civil and temporal duties which their mission-
aries would be oblÍGfed to undertake w ould be incon-
sistent with the constitution of the society. 

Urged by renewed instructions from Cárlos I I . to 
omit no means of accomplishing the settlement of 
Low^er California, the viceroy in 1690 consulted with 
Otondo relative to the annual cost of the maintenance 
of a presidio on the Peninsula. Otondo was of opinion 
tha t thirty thousand pesos a year would be sufficient, 
and the viceroy gave orders for an appropriation to 
tha t amount, but the demand from the court for a 
large sum of money ]Drevented immediate action, and 
the meditated expedition was indefinitely postponed. 
And now' notwithstanding their former action the 
Jesuits came forward, and in 1696 pro]DOsed to under-
take the reduction of the natives, and commenced 
collecting alms for that purpose. Viceroy Ortega 
warmly approved the plan, but deemed it proper to 
consult the audiencia as to the advisability of extend-
ing the necessary license. The oidores displayed an 
inconsistency almost equal to tha t of the Jesuits, and 
long deljated whether it w^ould be right to intrust 
such a matter to a religious order. 

This hesitation caused much astonishment, but it 
was finally arranged tha t the commission should be 
granted on eondition tha t the society should not make 
any demand upon the royal treasury, and tha t they 
should take ])ossession of the country in the name 
of Cáilos I I . The audiencia, however, conceded to 
fathers Salvatierra and Kino, the promoters of the 
enterprise, and to their successors, the right to select 
the troops and officers which might be rcquired, and 
to discharge them when they deemed it necessary, after 



OPERATIONS OF THE JESUITS. 267 

first advising the viceroy. The particulars of the op-
erations of the Jesuits belong properly to the history 
of Lower California, in which an account of their pro-
ceedings will be given; suffice it to say that their ef-
forts were successful, and permanent settlements were 
established in the country.'^ 

"Consult Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 63-4, 69-70, 75-6, 87-8, and HisL North 
Mex. States, i. passim, this seríes. 

" •" Ib , i> 
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CHAPTER XV. 

N E W SPAIN AT T H E OPENING OF T H E EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 

1700-1722. 

MONTAf^Z VlCEROT FOR A S E C O N D T E R M — H l S FORMAL E N T R Y I N T O T H B 

CAPITAL—Loss OF TEEASURE S H I P S — T H E HEEMANDAD AND ACORDA-

DA—MONTANEZ APPOINTED A R C H B I S H O P O F M E X I C O — A L B U R Q U E E Q U E ' S 

REIGN—His CHAEACTER ILLUSTEATED—CAPTAIN DAMPIER ONCE MOEH 

iN THE SOUTH SEA—A PEIVATEEEING EXPEDITION FITTED OUT BY BEIS-

TOL MEECHANTS—A MOTLEY CEOWD ON BOAED THE S H I P S — T H E I B 

VoYAGE ROUND THE W^OELD^—ENOEMOUS PEOFITS OF THE ENTEEPEISE— 

LiNAREs' ADMINISTEATION—EARTHQUAKE, FAMINE, AND FLOOD—CON-

TRABAND TRADING—VALERO'S RULE—ATTEMPTED ASSASSINATION—COB-

SAIES IN Y U C A T A N . 

ON the 4th of November 1701 Montanez for the 
second time took office as viceroy,^ though his formal 
entry into the city was delayed until the 29th of Jan-
uary in the following year. On that day the digni-
taries of the church were ordered to assist at the 
ceremony, arrayed in their surplices, and the religious 
orders to appear in fitting garb, carrying uplifted 
crosses.^ The cathedral was handsomely decorated; 
the pillars were hung with tapestry; and on the grand 
altar innumerable tapers stood ready to light up the 
building, should the viceroy make his entry by night. 
Stages were erected in suitable places, and arches of 

' On the day of his assuming oífice he received the papal buUs and the 
pallium. li'JJrs, Diario, iu Doc IlisL Mex., 332. 

''AII ohcyed except the Cármen and San Hipôlito orders. The former 
refused under the plea that, according to their constitution, and the privi-
leges gr.anted them by the apostolic see, they were not required to appear in 
processions exeept at puhtic prayers. Nevertheless, out of compliment to his 
Excellency, they allowed six of their number to attend. The latter declined 
on the groimd tliat they were not allowed to take precedence over the Beth-
lehemites. Id., 365-6. 

(268) 
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tule extended from the cathedral to the street of San 
Francisco, where stood the profesa. The church of 
Vera Cruz, whence the procession was to set forth, 
was decked with costly draperies; those in the hall 
of knights, where seats were provided for his Excel-
lency and the members of the chapter, excelling all 
others in taste and beauty of design. 

When all was in readiness the archbishop, escorted 
by his body guard of cavalry and a company of haiber-
diers, proceeded to the church of Vera Cruz, and half 
an hour later the members of the chapter left the 
principal door of the cathedral to j)ay their resjDeets. 
In front rode the verger in his wdiite robe of office. 
Then came the prebendaries in carriages, in the order 
of their seniority, followed by the precentor, the dean, 
and the secretary of the cabildo. As soon as the 
ecclesiastics had withdrawm, the city cavalry, preceded 
by trumpeters and drummers, escorted to the church 
the ministers of state, the alguaciles, regidores, alcal-
des, and the corregidor, who in the order mentioned 
saluted the viceroy. The procession was then formed, 
and Montanez was conducted to the presbytery, where 
he took his seat on the viceregal throne; and his 
mantle being removed, he was robed in the vestments 
and regalia of office. Incense was then burned; the 
te deum chanted; the viceroy returned to his palace, 
and the procession was dismissed. 

The first administration of Montanez lasted, as will 
be remembered, but ten months; the second continued 
for less than thirteen months; and during his latter 
term of office the events which occurred in Europe 
boded evil to the Spanish provinces. After the com-
plications that followed the decease of Cárlos I I . had 
culminated in the war which commenced in Austria, 
in May 1702, the shores of New Spain were liable 
to invasion from the armaments of the two greatest 
naval powers in Europe. Moreover the oceans were 
still scoured by cruisers ever on the alert to pounce 
on the Spanish treasure ships, and no vessel contain-
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ing treasure was now despatched without the escort 
of several men of war. A t Vera Cruz a vast amount 
of gold and silver was stored, awaiting convoy, and 
on the arrival of a French squadron under the count 
de Chateau Renaud, was placed on board the fleet. 
Eluding an English squadron that lay in wait in 
TortuguiIIa Sound, the flota arrived in safety off 
Cádiz; but finding that harbor closely blockaded by 
the enemy, sailed for the port of Vigo. There they 
were attacked by a powerful squadron; several vessels 
were captured; the remainder were sunk, and treasure 
amounting to at least seventeen million pesos lies 
buried to this day on that portion of the coast of 
Galicia, all efforts to recover it having as yet proved 
unsuccessful.^ 

A t the close of 1701 Montanez received orders to 
garrison Vera Cruz with a force of six thousand men; 
for during that year it became evident that war could 
not be averted, and the Spanish provinces in America 
offered no more tempting prize to a hostile armament. 
The viceroy lost no time in ]Dlacing this and other 
ports in N(3w Spain in a thorough state of defense. 
On the 4th of February 1702 he issued a proclama-
tion warning his subjects of the impending danger, 
and inviting all single men to proceed to Vera Cruz 
in the service of his Majesty, promising them liberal 
pay and kind treatment. He also caused the arrest 
of all idlers, thus inducing many to enlist as volun-
teers. I t is related that on one occasion, after visit-
ing the jail, he repaired to the criminal court, and 
finding there a number of men listening to the plead-
ings of the lawyers, marched them off to prison, de-
claring that persons who had nothing better to do 
were not earning an honest livelihood, and inust be 
treated as vagrants. 

But New^ Spain had within her owii borders ene-

^AIaman, Diserf., iii. app. 46-7; confirmed by liivera, fíist. Jalapa, 
i. 106. Zamacois states that the amount shipped on board the treasure fleet 
wa., 3S,,JOO.(XJO pesos, of which sum the Spaniards landed 12,000,000 at Vigo, 
leavtng 26,500,000 pesos unaccounted for. Hist. JltJ., v. 513-14. 



f ' l 

• í b i . 

SAX'TA H E R M A N D A D . 271 

mies no less dreaded than were the English and the [i'] . 
Dutch. The Chichimecs, Otomís, and other native 
tribes, who, though often defeated, had never been ! '; jj}| 
brought under sttbjection, infested the ]3rovinces, plun-
dering the settlements and renderino: travel unsafe. 

. . . ® 

To add to this evil the communit}' was kept in constant 
alarm by organized bands of brigands, who almost '''i' 
held jiossession of many of the iDublic highways, and 
neither treasure, merchandise, nor traveller could ]Dass 
alonof them withotit a stronir escort. 

AU efforts to remedy this evil had proved unavail-
ing. The courts of jtistiee were corrupt, cspecially 
the criminal cotirt. In Vicero}' Linares ' instructions 
to Iiis successor we have a startling description of the 
irregularities which prevailed during his administra-
tion and long previotisly. The despatch of business, 
no matter how^ important, was continually left to the 
clerks, and |3erjury and false testimony constantly 
admitted without any at tempt to ]3uiiish the false wit-
nesses. Bich criminals laughed at the idea of meet-
ing with their deserts, but the jDOor were treated with 
the utmost ris'or, the wives and children of anv who 
escaped from justice l:)eing reduced to slavery. The 
members of this tribunal jDaid no heed to the orders 
of the audiencia, and the alcakles mayores perjured 
themselves, violated their obligations, and both gave 
and received bribes. A jDortion of the gains of brig-
andage sufficed to procure immunity for the robber, 
and even the judges sent by the audiencia to investi-
gate cases of aj^peal gave their decision in favor of the 
richer contestants.* 

I n view of this state of affairs the vicero}' deter-
mined to invest the court of the santa hermandad 
M'ith greater and more unrestricted jDOwers, and the 
dreaded tribunal known as the acordada was finally 
established. I will now^ give sonie account of the 
functions and previous operations of the santa her-
mandad from which the acordada was develojDcd, to-

*Instruc l'irtyts, MS., 6-10, 13-14, 6S-71. 
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gether with a brief description of the operations of 
the latter until it was abolished early in the nineteenth 
century. 

As early as 1553 highwaymen had become so 
troublesome tha t for the security of the public roads 
the santa hermandad was established in New^ Spain." 
Tliis force originated in Spain at an early date, and 
was composed of bands of associated citizens or broth-
ors—as the naiae implies—who, unassisted by the 
government, patrolled the highways as a protection 
against bandits and robbers, and as a check against 
tiio lawlessness of the aristocracy. The utility of such 
armed bodies, and the benefits which peaceful persons 
and commtmities derived from their vigilance, gained 
for them various privileges from the kings of Spain, 
as well as the distinguishing title of holy brotherhood. 
I n time they became a recognized pow^er in the land, 
and laws were promulgated conferring on them a cer-
tain jurisdiction, and defining their duties. In 1498 
the original system of confederated associations was 
abolished, owing to the establishment of better order 
in the kingdom, and the santa hermandad was con-
verted into a police force and tribunal. A n organized 
court of the santa hermandad was presided over by 
two alcaldes, and was composed of a proportionate 
number of alguaciles and the officers of the patrol 
parties. I t had the power to arrest malefactors and 
try them. In 1631 a royal cédula was issued order-
ing the appointment of alcaldes de la hermandad in 
all cities and towms of the Indies. These officers were 
distinguished by the name of provinciales.^ 

Bu t little is known of the operations of the santa 
hermandad in New^ Spain down to the end of the 

» Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 162. 
*The provinciales received a salary of 100,000 maravedís payable out of 

the fines of the tribunal court. As a matter of course these positions were 
made salable to the highest bidder. They were ' renunciables perpetua-
mente, en la forma, y con el gravámen, que los demas oficios vendibles de láa 
ludias. ' Recop. de InrL, ii. 133-4. Calle, Jlem. y Xot., 119, has this note: 
' Escriuano publico del juzgado del Prouincial de la Hermandad, es oficio 
uueuo, vendido en 700. tostones en el afio de 1645.' 
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seventeenth century; but to judge from the contin-
ually increasing numbers and dcpredations of robbers, 
it could not have been an efficient force.' 

In 1710, at the urgent request of the inhabitants 
of Querétaro, Miguel Vclazquez de Lorea, a native of 
that city, w âs appointed as provincial alcalde of the 
santa hermandad in tha t district.^ The energ}^ of 
this officer and his success in the suppression of iDrig-
andage were so great that later his pow^ers were 
greatly increased. Hi ther to the tribunal of thc 
santa hermandad had been subordinate and responsi-
ble to the criminal court at Mexico; in 1719 it was 
ordered tha t the sentences pronounced by Velazqtiez 
should be final, and he was exempted from the obliga-
tion of reporting his decisions to that tribunal.^ B y 
royal cédula dated May 22, 1722, his conduct w âs ap-
proved and he was confirmed in office. From this 
time the acordada may be considered as established 
as an independent tribunal. Velazquez, retaining his 
position of provincial alcalde, was appointed judge of 
the new^ cotirt, and rigorously did he perform the 
judicial duties of his calling. Scouring the country 
with his men, he assailed the brigands wherever h e 
could find them, and none escaped who fell into his 
hands. A hurried trial over, the inexorable judgment 
was passed, and in a few minutes the culprit, having 
been shrived by the court chaplain, was dangling from 
the nearest tree, or was shot through with arrows.^'^ 

'Viceroy Alburquerque, whose rule will be mentioned later, exerted him-
self with great energy to suppress brigandage. A numher of highwaymen 
were captured and several executed on a single day. Vefancv',-f, Trat. Jlex.,. 
15. In May 1655 a highwayman was taken from a church, whither lie hacll 
fled, and notwithstanding his claim of privilege of sanctuary, and despite 
the excommunication fulminated by the bishop, he was tried and put t a 
death. Guijo, Diario, 307-8. 

^Cedulario, MS., iii. 115-16. 
• The proclamation was published * con acuerdo de la audiencia,' from whicb 

act the future tribunal received its name of acordada. See Cavo, Tres Siglos,. 
ii. 107. 

"̂ Sig enza y Gôngora supplies us with the number of criminals whom h& 
punished during the period from 1719 to 1732: 'Hizo justicia en quarenta y 
tres reos que ahorcô, en ciento y cincuenta y uno que asaeteô, y en setecientos 
treinta y tres que mandô desterrados á varios Presidios de este Reyno.' GIo-
rias de Querétaro, 30. 
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This severity was commended, and Velazquez was 
enjoined to extqrminate the banditti whose augment- . 
ing numbers had placed the safety of the kingdom in 
jeopardy. His energy and his integrity, which placed 
him above j3urchase b}^ bribery, won for him alike the 
thanks of the king,^^ viceroys, and people. H e died 
at Mexico on the 7th of September 1732, at the age 
of sixty-two, and was buried in the Jesui t church de 
la Profesa.^^ 

JOSL' Velazquez succeeded to his father's position, 
and made himself equally conspicuous as a suppressor 
ef bri<''an;laQ"e.̂ ^ Beibre Iiis deatJi, which occurred in 
1 7 J 6 , he implored his son not to aeeept the succes-
sion to the office which had been conferred in per-
petuity,^* and it was therefore bestowed on Jacinto 
Martinez de la Concha, wdio proved a no less formid-
able foe to highway robbers than were his predecessors. 
To the end of the century competent chiefs in turn 
presided over the tribunal, among whom may be men-
tioned Mantiel Antonio de Santa ]María, who held the 
office from 1782 to 1808,andmade himself celebrated 
by the capture and capital jDunishment of two no-
torious robbers named Piedra y Paredes and Pillo 
Madera.^^ 

However beneficial such a tribunal was by the pro-

^'Felipe V. in the cédula of May 22, 1722, couveyed his especial thanks 
to Velazquez for the zeal he had displayed. 

'^Velazquez was deeply lamented; obsequies were paid him, and the 
'Gazcfa de Jlexico liizo su digno elogio.' Id., 30-1. 

'^For paiticiilars of the uumerous bauds of robbers which he destroyed 
consult J'un's, Vinycs, inJIon. Dom. Esj,., MS. 118. From au oíficial report 
dated 1811 giviu;,' thc uumber of cvil-doerscapturedandpunished by theacor-
dada down to ISOO, it appears that duriug José Velazcpiez' term of office, 
froin 1732 to I7.'iii. 3,384 malefactors were made prisonors. Of these 320 suf-
fered capital punishment; 1955 were distributed among the presidios; 79 
werc flogged, and 4.'!2 discharged after puuishmeut or proof of innocence. 
Columna's Rejiort in Alaman, IJist. JleJ., i. app. 3. 

^*Gaivez, In.<truc., in Jluseo Jlex., i. 306. 
^̂  Santa María captured Piedra y Paredes sometime previous to his seizure 

of Madera. This gave rise to the foUowing popular quartette which was sung 
at that period: 

' El Seflor Santa María 
Tiene que bacer una casa, 
Ya PiecJra y Paredes tiene 
Madera solo le falta.' 

AUtman, fíist. JléJ., iii. app. 73-4. 
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tection which it afforded to the royal treasures during 
transportation, and to the community at large, it did 
not give unqualified satisfaction. I t s absolute power, 
and the precipitancy with which it hurricd through 
the trials of captives, led to the commission of abuses 
and injustice. Though collisions with other judicial 
authorities occurred, and complaints from private in-
dividuals were frequently preferred against the action 
of lieutenants and comisarios of the acordada, it was 
firmly supported by viceroys and kings during a long 
period.^^ Both the civil and territorial jurisdiction 
of the tribunal was greatly extended, and robbers in 
the distant provinces of Nueva Galicia and Nueva 
Vizcaya learned to dread the name of the acordada, 
which employed nearly two thousand five hundred 
men in its services, while smugglers, vagabonds, and 
petty thieves avoided its servants as they would the 
revenue guards or the city police.^^ 

Finall}^, such representations were made to his 
Majesty with regard to the easy indifference with 
which the lives of his vassals were disposed of, tha t a 
royal cédula was issued ordering the sentences of the 
acordada not to be carried out without the approval 
of the viceroy, who was invested with the power to 
revoke or modify every form of punishment.^^ The 
result was that within a few years the list of cases 
tried by this tribunal was reduced to one eighth of its 
former number, and the viceroy was of opinion tha t 
if the ordinary courts of justice were properly admin-
istered there would be no further need for the former. 

^*The arbitrary form of trial was, however, somewhat modified by royal ' 
cédula of 21st December 1765, by which it was ordered t h a t t h e judge should 
be assisted by two asesores, or legal advisers, and that the sentences passed 
after hearing tlie defender of the accused should be signed by all three. But 
there was no appeal. 

'̂ The jurisdiction iu matters connected with prohibited liquors was also 
conferred upon. the acordada. The titles of the chief were also multiplied. 
They were alcalde proviucial de la hermandad, juez de la acordada, guarda 
mayor de los caminos, and juez de bebidos prohibidos. Cedulario, MS., iii. 
l i a - 2 9 ; ReviIIa Gi'^edo, Insfruc, 24. 

^'"Con el dictámen de una junta, compuesta de un alcalde de corte, el 
asesor del virreynato, y un abogado de toda su confianza.' Id., 25. Azanza, 
Ynstruc, MS., 25. 
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This change of system did not fail to meet with oppo-
sition, and occasional disag'reements arose between the 
acordada and the superior junta;^^ but these were over-
come by the persistence of the viceroys. The junta 
could not at first keep pace with the number of cases 
which required its cognizance. When Azanza com-
nienced his administration in 1798, there were fifteen 
hundred prisoncrs awaiting trial, and his compassion 
induced him to add temporarily two additional coun-
sellors to the junta in order tha t the decisions might 
be rendered with more despatch.^" The measures 
whieh were successively adopted from this time 
reduced the terror-inspiring acordada to a mere shadow 
of its former power. 

The [jrison in which offenders were confined by this 
tribuna was built close to the court-room of the 
acordada. In 1776 it was destroyed by an earthquake, 
but was rebtiilt on an enlarged scale. By order of the 
cortes of Cádiz this building was demolished in 1812, 
and the frowning walls and loathsome dungeons of the 
acordada passed from the sight though not from the 
memory of the people of Mexico. 21 

On the conclusion of Montanez' first term as vice-
roy he had returned to his diocese of Michoacan, 
where for two years and a half he remained in the 
active discharge of his duties. I n 1698 the arch-
bishopric of Mexico became vacant by the death of 
Francisco de Aguiar y Seixas^^ on the 14th of August, 

'^During Azanza's administration from 1798 to 1800 the juez de la acor-
dada claimed that he could try cases with only one asesor present. The 
viceroy compclled the judge to conform strictly to the terms of the royal 
cíídula, ' pronuuciando siempre sus sentencias despues de haber oido la relacion 
del proceso que debia hacer el Escribano y el dictamen de los dos Asesores y 
Defensor de la Casa.' Id., 30-31. 

^°/d., 23-32. 
^̂  According to the official report of Columna, in Ahman, fíist. Méj., i. 

app. 3, during the period from 1703 to 1809, 62,900 persons were imprisoned 
by the tribunal. 

^̂  Francisco de Aguiar was bom in Betanzos, Galicia. He successively oc-
cupied the episcopal chairs of Guadalajara and Michoacan; he was appointed 
archbishop of Mexico in 1681, Rivera having declined to accept the honor. 
Aguiar was the principal founder of the college at Ninas de Belen; built tho 
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and in October 1699 the appointment of Montanez as 
his successor arrived in Mexico. In March 1700 he 
took formal possession of his see, and on the 2d of 
January 1702 was invested with the pallium w liich had 
been received wdth the pope's bull confirming his ap-
pointment in the previous November. On the 15th 
of January the iiew^ archbishop gave the customary 
banquet in celebration of the ceremony. The guests, 
who were members of the chapter and the audiencia, 
were regaled with every luxury tha t the country could 
produce, no less than thir ty dishes of different kinds 
of fish, meats, game, poultry, and confectionery being 
placed in succession upon the table.^^ Public pageantry 
succeeded religious ceremonies and private feasting. 
On the 29th of the same month the archbishop made 
his public entry into the capital with a solemnity and 
splendor rarely witnessed.^* 

The ecclesiastical administration of Montanez was 
marked by severity; and his measures of reform were 
carried out. H i s integrity w âs unimpeachable, and it 
was on this account that the king appointed him a 
second time viceroy. The zeal wdiich he displayed in 
furthering the completion of the church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe prompted him personally to solicit alms 
in the streets of Mexico for that purpose. His ad-
vanced age—for he was seventy years old when he 
assumed the archbishopric—prevented hiin from visit-
ing his diocese, but his duties were faithfully performed 
to the last. The date of his decease is uncertain,^^ but 

asylum for insane females, and laid the first stone of the church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe on March '26, 1695. ConJl. Proc, 1, 2, 2-22-3, 3-29-30; Rivera, 
Diario, 19; Dávila, Jlem. fíisf., pt. i. 28. Iu 1721 his remains were removed 
from the place where they had becu interred and deposited in a sepulclire on 
the right side of the chapel of San Felipe de Jesus. Doc fíist. Jlex., 2». serie 
iv. 268. 

^ ' Otros dicen que hubo cincuenta de diversas viandas, así de pezcados 
esquisitos, como de carnes y aves diferentes.' Rohles, Diario, ii. 361-2. The 
banquet lasted from 12 M. till 2:30 P. M. 

2* A full account of the ceremonial will be found in Id., 365-72. 
''^ln ConciL Prov., I, 2, 292, it is stated that he died in 1704; Juarroa says 

in 1710. Sosa, Episcop. JLrx., 168, makes this remark: ' uo hay la menor 
contradiccion en los autores que sefialan el ano de 1708 como el de la muerte 
del Sr Ortega y Montanés.' Cabrera, Escttdo de Armas, 367 et seq. 
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as his successor was not appointed till 1711, it is prob-
able tha t his death occurred during the preceding 
year. 

The next archbishop, Fray José Lanciego y Egui-
laz, did not take possession until the beginning of 
1713, and his consecration took place in November 
of the followduíî vear. H e administered the affairs 
of the church until 1728, and was conspicuous for his 
jDÍety and charity. Numerous institutions received 
his support, and the most remote districts of his dio-
cese were visited. Lanciego was an especial friend 
of the Indians, and every month his palace w-as 
crowded with beggars to w-hom he distributed alms. 
H e died on the 25th of January 1728, and was in-
terred in the cathedral, a funeral oration being deliv-
ered by the canônigo magistral Doctor Bartolomé 
Felipe de I t a y Parra . 26 

I n October 1702, the duke of Alburquerque, the 
newly appointed viceroy, arrived at Vera Cruz.^' A 
few weeks later Montanez, having first despatched 
his nephew, the captain of the guard, to welcome the 
duke, set forth in person to meet him, accompanied 
by a splendid cortege. Alburquerque was a man of 
many titles, and somewhat given to di,splay; never-
theless his career, which lasted for more than eight 
years, fully justified the enthusiasm with whicli all 
classes greeted his entrance into the capital.^ H e was 

** Ita y Parra, Sermon Funeral del Sr Lanciego, passim. 
'̂ In the samc month cédulas werc received in which Monta ez was 

reproved for alleged malefcasance, deprived of his oífice and title of viceroy, 
aud forbidden to ride, as was his custom, in a carriage drawn by six horses. 
He was also censured for reíusing to givc precedence to the mouks of the 
order of San Diego, and for waut of rcspect to the vicereine. In August 1703, 
further cédulas arrived threatening him with the inquisition. Robles, Diario, 
403-6, 463-4. 

"̂  The titles of the new viceroy were duque de Alburquerque, marqués de 
Cuí:llar, conde de Ledesma y Huelma, senor de las villas de Monbeltran, 
Codosera, Lanzaita, Mijares, Pedro Bernardo, xlldca Dávila, S. Estévan, Vi-
llarejo y Cuevas, comendador de Guadalcanal, y Bensayan of the orders of 
Santiago and Alcántara; chamberlain to the king, geueral, and viceroy of New 
Spain. His 'wife -w as Juaua de la Cerda y Aragon, duchess of Alburquerque, 
etc. San Jliguel (A. drj, Sermon de la Samaritana, title-page, no. 10; Pop. 
Var., ii. His daughter, who was confirmed in 1703, received no less than fifty-
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a shrew^d, fair-dealing, and energetic ruler; one well 
fitted to be at the head of affairs during the eventful 
years of the war of the Spanish succession. 

An incident which is related of the duke a short 
time after his arrival may serve to throw some light 
upon his character. A certain widow obtained audi-
ence of his Excellenc}', and produced certain docu-
ments whereby it appeared that a resident of the 
city was indebted to Iier in the sum of four thousand 
pesos; ' 'but," said the applicant, "he is unwihing to 
pay." The viceroy examined her joapers, and after 
asking a few questions bade her return on a day which 
he appointed. He then sent for the debtor, whoni he 
received cordially, and after a pleasant chat inquired 
whether he were in easy circumstances. The man 
replied that he was in the receipt of an ample income; 
whereupon the duke requesteci that he would favor 
hiin with a loan.of four thousand pesos. ' 'No t only 
four thousand pesos, but my entire estate is at your 
Excellency's service;" exclaimed the debtor. He was 
requested to bring the amount on the next morning, 
and then took his departure. Though loath to part 
wdth his gold, he was loud in his praise of the vice-
Toy's affability and condescension, and spared no pains 
to publish the interview among his comrades. On 
making his appearance the following da}', however, 
he was confronted with the documents and with the 

:â 
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three names on the register. Domenech, fíisf. duJIex., i. 2S4. On the21s t 
of Octobcr the viceregal party reached Jalapa, and on the 25th a committee 
from Mexico, consisting of the maestre de campo and others, went fortli to wcl-
come him. On the 15th of November it is recorded that a special miracle 
was wrought in Puebla for liis benefit, and that both he and the vicereiue 
carried away some divine ichor from the body of the beato Aparicio. liohh s, 
Diario, in Doc llist. JIcx., 408-14. On the 27th of X'ovember he took pos-
session of the govemment and on the 8th of December (conception day) niade 
his public entry into the city. He was met at the gates by the audiencia, 
city officials, university authorities, and the members of the different tribu 
nals. Behind him came the vicereine and her ladies of honor, aud then 
followed 24 sumpter mules with silver bits and headstalls, royally capari-
soned. At the cemetery he was met by the archbishop, anJ then proceeded 
to his palace. A royal salute was fired, several persons being injured through 
the carelessness of the gunners. Robles, Diario, 41&-20. Even the triburud 
of the inquisition joined the procession, an honor ^^hich had never before 
been shown even to a viceroy. Jlex., Xot. Ciud. Mex., 295-7. 
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widow, w^hose claim he was compelled to satisfy, 
though -the loss of the money was as nothing com-
pared with the mortification which sunk deep into 
the soul of the crestfallen man as he slunk from the 
duke's presence chamber. 

The dispute between the grand monarch and the 
emperor Leopold, which cost Europe ten years of 
war, and divided even the Spaniards into rival 
factions, concerned not the people of New Spain. 
T h e emperor's son was acknowledged by ah as the 
rightful heir, and the brilhant campaigns of Marb 
borough caused no more excitement in the Spanish 
provinces than the bloodless revolution which a few 
years before placed William I I I . on the throne of 
England aroused among the colonies of British Amer-
ica. The new^ viceroy regulated the internal affairs 
of his province without difficulty, and at once made 
preparations to repel the attacks of foreign powers, 
and of corsairs who still hovered on the coast. He 
increased the navy, strengthened the fortifications, 
reénforced the garrisons with two thousand veteran 
troops from Spain, and appointed officers of knowm 
valor and ability to the command of the fortresses. 
Tf a less capable man than the duke of Alburquerque 
had now been at the head of affairs, it is jîrbbable 
t h a t some serious disaster might have befallen the 
provinces, for evil tidings were constantly being re-
ceived in the capital. 

I n May 1703 a despatch was forw^arded to the au-
thorities in Mexico, stating that the people of Vera 
Cruz were leaving tha t city with their effects, through 
dread of foreign invasion. In June of the same year 
the governor of Tabasco defeated the crew of a British 
man-of-war, many of the English being killed, and a 
hundred and fifty prisoners captured. In the autumn 
of 1704 Captain William Dampier, whose raids in 
Central America have already been described,^® ap-

^Hist. CeiU. Amer., ii. 541 et seq., this series. 
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peared once more in the waters of the South Sea, in 
command of the ship Saint George, intent on cap-
turing the treasure galleon from Acapulco. After 
taking two vessels whose cargoes were of little value 
he sighted the treasure ship. Hoisting the Spanish 
colors he sailed close up to her and opened fire. A 
prisoner on board the pirates' vessel counselled them 
to board at once, during the confusion caused by the 
first volley; but there was a difference of opinion 
among the officers, and while the matter was yet un-
der discussion the galleon's heavy guns were brought 
to bear on the craft of the corsairs with such effect 
that they were glad to escape in their sinking vessel. 
During the same year one Captain Clipperton, who 
accompanied that famous adventurer, separated from 
him when off the eastern coast of Mexico, and with 
a vessel of ten tons, mounting only two pieces of 
cannon, defied the town of Bealejo, and captured two 
Spanish ships which lay there at anchor, one of 
w'hich contained treasure to the value of four thou-
sand pesos. 

Five years later certain wealthy merchants of Bris-
tol fitted out two vessels for a " voyage of discovery 
and profit," the explorations to be extended to the 
oceans on either side of the American continent, and 
the profit to be derived from the pillage of Spanish 
settlements and Spanish treasure ships. Two ves-
sels were chartered, the Duke and the Duchess, w êll 
armed and equipped, having on board a complement 
of about three hundred and thirty men, and carrying 
commissions from the king's consort and lord high 
admiral of England to attack and plunder the Span-
iards and French on the coasts of Peru and Mexico. 
Captain Woodes Bogers was placed in command, and 
among other officers was William Dampier, though 
now in a subordinate position. I t was a motley crew 
that sailed from Cork harbor on the 27th of August 
1708 to undertake the circumnavigation of the world. 
There were on board tailors, pedlers, tinkers, fiddlers, 
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ploughmen, haymakers, laborers, and men representing 
nearly all the occupations by which the poor earn a 
livelihood, excej)t tha t of seaman. 

Botmding Cape Horn in safety the vessels arrived 
off the island of Juan Fernandez on the Ist of Febru-
ary 1709, and the saine afternoon a pinnace w âs sent 
on shore for water. A t dusk a light was observed 
on the island, and the commander, supposing that it 
was kindled by the crew of a Spanish or French man-
of-war, fired gtms from the quarter-deck to recall the 
pinnace, and prepared his shijDS for action. No sail 
was in sight on the following morning, and it was con-
cluded tha t the enemy had been frightened aw^ay by 
the sound of the firing. The cause of the strange 
light was soon exj)Iained, however, for the pinnace 
being again sent ashore returned with a man clad in 
goat-skins, and as wild of aspect as the animals from 
which he had procured his apparel. His name was 
Alexander Selkirk. 

The expedition then sailed for Peru , and after taking 
a number of prizes and capturing the towm of Guay-
aquil, for which a moderate ransom was received, pro-
ceeded to the island of Gorgona, whence some of the 
prisoners, being sent to Panamá for the purpose, re-
turned with money to redeem a portion of the prize 
cargoes, the bargain being honorably fulfilled on both 
sides. Bogers soon afterward sailed for Mexico, and 
sighted land near the spot where Dampier was de-
feated by the treasure galleon. Thence a few days 
later he shaned his course for the coast of Lower Cal-
ifornia, made Cape San Lúcas on the Ist of November, 
and eruising southward a few weeks later captured a 
large and well manned twenty-gun ship bound from 
Manila to ^Vcapulco. 

The jirisoners gave information tha t a still larger 
vessel liad left Manila in comj^any with them, but 
being a better sailer had long since parted company, 
and was now probably lying at Acapulco. Within a 
few days this ship came in sight, but now the priva-



'^fíarris, CoL Voy., i. 198. 
'*0ne haíf according to Harris. 
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teers found more than their match. She proved to 
be the Vigonia mounting sixty guns and with a com-
plement of four hundred and fifty men. After a seven 
hours' fight the English were driven off with heavy 
loss, and with numbers greatly reduced the expedition 
sailed homeward a fortnight later by way of the 
Cape of Good Hope, anchoring in the Downs on the 
Ist of October 1710. The cost of the voj^age did not 
exceed 75,000 pesos, and the proceeds amounted, as a 
chronicler of that period affirms,'̂ ^ to 850,000 pesos, of 
which the promoters received two thirds,^^ or a clear 
profit of more than 750 per cent on their outlay. 
Thus did the w^orthy merchants of Bristol grow^ rich 
by licensed piracy, and learn to despise the slow gains 
of legitimate commerce. 

About the year 1712 the buccaneers mustered in 
force for a raid on Vera Cruz, and once more taught i::':|| 
the Spaniards how defenceless were their forts and !'.[(' 
garrisons when assailed by a band of resolute men. ;!í 
The pirates anchored out of sight of the city, and six ' Í 
hundred of them, landing by night, arrived undiscov- | 
ered at the sandhills in the neighborhood of the town. 1 
Here they lay hidden till after midnight of the fol- | "I, 
lowing day, timing their advance on Vera Cruz for ' 'i'fll 
the hour of dawn when the gates were opened. A îj 
few of the party who could converse in Spanish were H} 
sent forward disguised as peasants, and as soon as itL 
the nearest gate was opened, one of them mounted | | 
by a ladder to a neighboring bastion and begged the .1H 
sentinel to give him a light for his pipe. The sentry ,jjjí| 
approached with a lighted brand, and as he drew near '' 
the buccaneer shot him dead with his pistol. The i p 
remainder of the party then secured the gate, and the ..j| 
main body instantly marched into the town and took :! j 
up a position in the paradô ground. The Spaniards, 
roused from their s umbers, quickly collected their Ô 
forces, and marched wdth horse and foot through one 
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of the widest streets to attack the invaders. The 
pirates were drawn up in three lines, each of w^hich, 
after firing a volley, withdrew to reload and allow 
those in the rear to deliver their fire. The Spanish 
troops began to W'aver; their horses taking fright 
jilunged through their ranks, and soon the garrison 
were routed and fled through the city, hotly pursued 
by the buccaneers, until they reached one of the gates 
and scattered over the adjacent country. 

jMeanw'hile the alarm had been given at the castle 
of San Juan de Ulúa, and a brisk fire was opened on 
the town. The pirates then held a council, and it was 
resolved to seize the padres, and after cutting off the 
heads of several, to send others to the castle with 
instructions to jDresent them to the governor and tell 
hini that unless the firina- ceased the remainder would 
be treated in the same way. The governor answered 
by redoubling his fire; whereupon the buccaneers 
closed all the gates and drove the inhabitants in a 
body to the part of the city which was most exposed 
to the shot from the fort. Orders were now given to 
cease firing, and the freebooters were left undisturbed 
to plunder the town; but finding no great booty, they 
carried off to their ships a number of the principal 
citizens, and demanded a large sum for their ransom. 
Soon after their departure the Spaniards erected 
watch-towers and posted sentinels along the coast to 
guard against surj)rise for the future. 

No other incidents worthy of note occurred dur-
ing the reign of Alburquerque. Toward the close of 
his administration^^ he was invested with the order 
of the golden fleece, the honor being conferred on 
him by the senior inquisitor, Francisco de Deza. 
During his long term of office he lived in royal state, 
giving magnihcent banquets, and freely distributing 

'^ln 1709, according to Lorenzann, fíist. Nueva Espana, 29-30, copied in 
Zamacois, fíist. JléJ., and Rivera, fíist. Jalapa; in Alaman, and others, 
1708. 
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his vast wealth. H i s rule was long remembered in 
the capital, for it was said tha t no monarch could live 
in more princely style than did this viceroy of New 
Spain. 

On the 15th of January 1711 the successor of 
Alburquerque, Don Fernando de Alancastre, No-
rona y Silva, duque de Linares, marquíjs de Valde-
fuentes, made his pubhc entry into Mexico. H e is 
described by the chroniclers of his age as a faithful, 
energetic, and benevolent man. For five years and a 
half he held the reins of power, and during that time 
justice w âs promptly and impartially administered; 
public officials w'cre not allowed to neglect their 
duties; education, art, and science founcl in him a 
willing patron, and the affairs of the crown a zealous 
guardian. Nevertheless the new viceroy had fallen 
upon evil times, and the first portion of his adminis-
tration is in marked contrast with the prosperity 
which, wdth some drawbacks, seems to have prevailed 
during the rule of his predecessor. The scourges of 
earthquake, famine, and pestilence, followdng in close 
succession, fell on many portions of New Spain, but 
nowhere more heavily than on the capital. 

On the 16th of Augus t in this year a severe earth-
quake occurred lasting for half an Iiour. The strongest 
buildings could not withstand the shocks; and though 
we have few records of this disaster, except in Mexico 
and Puebla, it is probable that other cities suffered 
no less severely. A short time before there had been 
an almost total eclipse of the sun; and now the 
panic-stricken inhabitants, thinking that the world 
was surely a t an end, thronged to the churches to 
confess their sins and receive the sacrament. For a 
time there was no more religious community on earth 
than tha t which was gathered in the valley of Mex-
ico. The thief brought back his stolen goods; the 
gambler restored his gains; the rich man gave to him 
tha t had not; and many a long-standing feud was 
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reconciled in anticipation of the great day of reckon-
ing which all believed to be imminent.^^ 

Bu t the threatened judgment w âs postponed for 
a while, and soon men gambled and quarrelled and 
cheated each other as in the good old days of Cortés 
and Alvarado. A s for the poor, those who were left 
houseless and jDcnniIess by the disaster, they begged, 
and generally in vain, for assistance in repairing their 
shattered dwellings. Fortunately, however, thc}^ met 
with a good friend in Linares, who spared neither 
income nor private fortune in relieving their wants; 
supplied funds for rebuilding, and kept the public 
granaries filled with maize, which he distributed to 
the destitute at his own expense, and to the less needy 
at the low^est possible price. 

Disastrous as was the year 1711, it was but the 
precursor of yet more calamitous days. In 1713 pre-
mature frosts comjDletely destroyed the crops, not only 
in the valley of Mexico, but in all the table lands of 
New Spain. The viceroy bestirred himself wdth his 
usual energy, and at great personal sacrifice succeeded 
in filling the granaries of the capital. Bu t during the 
following year the supply became exhausted, or at 
least the supply available for the poor. Soon pesti-
lence followed; and through the fair streets of the 
metropolis wandered gaunt and plague-stricken figures, 
l)egging with feeble voice and vainly stretching out 
their hands for bread.^* 

The wants of the sick and destitute were to some 
extent relieved by the viceroy, the archbishop, and 
the charitable institutions of Mexico; but elsewhere 
cven greater sufíerings w^ere experienced, and fresh 
eatastroj)hes added to the prevailing distress. On 
the night of the 15th of May, 1714, the province of 

^^ Zamacois, fíist. JléJ., v. 525-6; Alegre, fíist. Compend., iii. 158. During 
1711, a snow storm occurred in the valley of Mexico, the only one mentioned 
from that date until 1767. 

^* The gloom now pervading the city was increased by the news that the 
wife of Felipe V. was dead; the people being ordered to wearmouming in her, 
melnory. Rivera, Hist, Jálapa, i. 109. 
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Vera Cruz was visited by a severe earthquakc. I n 
the town of Côrdoba the shocks came in so rapid suc-
cession and with so increasing intensity that the en-
tire population rushed forth into the streets. Women 
forgot their modesty and hurried almost naked from 
their dwellings; men forgot their manhood and left 
their little ones to perish amidst the wreck of falling 
houses; while man, matro^, and maid knelt side by 
side, bare-kneed on the pavement, and offered fervent 
supplications to the virgin for deliverance.^^ 

Before the people of Côrdoba had time to recover 
from their fright another calamity befell them and 
one far more disastrous. On the 23d of June in the 
same year, dense black clouds rolled in from the ocean, 
and torrents of rain fell, alinost wdthout intermission 
for fifteen da^^s. The houses were flooded; and those 
who lived on the mountain side were in dansfer of de-
struction from the huge bowlders and trtinks of trees 
swept down by the sw^ollen torrents. AII communi-
cation with the neighboring haciendas was cut off; 
cattle perished by the thousand, and their owmers 
barely escaped wdth their lives. When the storm 
cleared away it w âs found tha t the surface of the coun-
try was greatly changed. Enormous barrancas were 
formed and the streams diverted from their former 
channels. 

Dur ing all these calamities the people of New Spain 
found some consolation in the relief which they now 
enjoyed from the raids of freebooters and privateers; 
but this immunity was secured under conditions 
which, ere long, caused Spain the loss of her New 
World commerce. By the treaty which was signed 
a t U t r ech t on the l l t h of April , 1713, England ob-
tained the privilege of shipping negro slaves to the 
islands and mainland of America, and of maintaining 

'* By this earthquake the church of San Antonio was so much shattered 
that it became necessary to rebuild it. Rodríguez, Cart. Hist., 41. 
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depots and trading factories in the Spanish American 
possessions;^^ this being a par t of the price at which 
France and Spain secured the withdrawal of Great 
Britain from the grand alliance. 

His Catholic Majesty Felipe V. and her Britannic 
Majesty Queen Anne were to receive each one fourth 
share in tlie profits obtained from the sale of these 
human chattels, the fornîer agreeing to advance one 
million pesos for carrying on the trade, or in case he 
cottld not raise such an amount to pay interest there-
upon at the rate of eight jDcr cent a year.^^ Before 
hcr decease, w^hich occurred in the followdng year, 
tho English sovereign, finding her share unprofitable, 
transferred it to the South Sea Company, though it 
does not appear that the latter reaped much benefit 
therefrom.^^ 

"Commercial houses," as they were termed, were 
at once established at Vera Cruz and elsewhere on 
the coast of the Nor th Sea; but their owners, not 
content with the enormous profits of the slave-trade, 
violated the terms of the treaty by introducing cargoes 
of foreign merchandise. England was now permitted, 
as we have seen, to send yearly to Portobello a five 
hundred ton vessel freighted with merchandise;^^ but 
each slaver that landed its living cargo on the shores 
of New Spain brought also a quantity of contraband 
goods. In vain the custom-house oflScers attempted 
to stay this traffic; and in vain the penalty of death 
and confiscation of property was threatened against 

'^ An asicnto forthe sale of slaves, with power to regulate their price, was 
also granted to the French about the year 1702. 

"Some of the clauses of this asiento are given in Jloro, Informe (Mexico, 
17'24), 1-4, and all of them in an abridged form in Salmon's Jlodern Hist. (3d 
ed., London, 1746), iii. 220-2. The asiento had been previously granted (in 
1702) to the French Guinea Company and was transferred to the crown of 
England at the treaty of Utrecht. 

'^In a speech deliveied before the company in 1731, SirJohn Eyles in givinfî 
an account of this branch of tlieir business during the previous ten years, 
states that, though the report of their having lost £2,000,000 by the trade waa 
untme, they had tncurred such losscs through the seizure of their effects by 
the Spaniards during the wars with Spain that their gains were very small. 
Tliey wcre not, however, out of pocket. Id., 222. 

^^Ilisf. CeiU. Amer., ii. 586-7, this series. 



^^ Zamacois, Hist. JLJ., v. 531. 
" In his instructions to his successor the viceroy says that the armada de 

Barlovento had received assistance from himself aud his predecessors, as the 
troops wcrc in arrears of pay, but that if a trtistworthy person wcre sent to 
examine the accouuts of the different garrisous, it might be found that the king 
was a creditor rather than a debtor. The instructions relate to other matters, 
and are remarkable for their tciscness and vigor of expression. Linarrs, In-
struccion á .m sucesor, in Vireyes dc JLx. Instruc, MS., foh i. 49, ii. 23. In 
June 1687 the seamen and troops belonging to the armada mutinied at Vera 
Cruz on account of not havtug received their pay, which was a t the rate of 
about eleven pesos a month, and because they were not satisfied with this 
amount. On receiving a portion of their back pay and a fuU pardon thcy re-
turned to their duty. Rivera, Gob. Mex., i. 262-3. Robles, 476, states that 
a force of mulattoes was sent against them and that three of the mutineers 
were kiUed. 
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all Spaniards who engaged in it. I t was an easy 
matter to bribe the not over-conscientious or over-
vigilant officials, and thus to procure goods at cheap 
rates instead of paying tribute to the merchants of 
SeviIIe. For twenty-eight years the South Sea Com-
paii)^ and private adventurers carried on a contraband 
trade, almost to the exclusion of Spanish commerce, 
until, at the convention of Madrid in 1750, the former 
agreed to annul the asiento, receiving in return certain 
commercial privileges, and a money compensation of 
500,000 pesos. During this period the commerce 
between the Spanish provinces and Europe was esti-
mated at 286,000,000 pesos, of which amount English 
smugglers and slavers absorbed no less than 224,-
000,000 pesos, and only 62,000,000 pesos, or less than 
22 per cent of the entire sum, fell to the share of the 
Spanish galleons.*" 

During the last years of his administration the 
viceroy was constantly engaged in petty warfare with 
the contraband traders; but to no purpose. All that 
man could do he did. The troops w êre kept on the 
alert; the armada de Barlovento also rendered good 
service, in consideration of which they received "their 
pav"̂ ^ at no very long intcrvals, and sometimes even 
with regularity, the latter a rare incident in those 
days. But on the tliinly peopled coast of New Spain 
were many excellent and secluded anchorage grounds, 
and the population being for the most part in league 
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with the English, little could be done to check their 
unlawful traffic. 

On the 15th of August 1716, Linares' term of 
office expired, and his decease occurred during the 
followdng year.*^ He had proved himself a humane 
and benevolent man; but it was not until after his 
death that the full extent of his charities was knowm. 
I t then appeared tliat besides devoting large sums to 
the relief of the poor, he had established free dispen-
saries at the different barriers of the city, and in his 
will he bequeathed a further amount for similar pur-
poses. All his bequests were faithfully carried out 
by his executors, and among them w âs one of five 
thousand pesos in aid of the Jesuit missions in Cali-
fornia.*^ 

Linares' successor was Baltasar de Zúniga, mar-
qués de Valero and duque de Arion.** The salary of 
the new viceroy was fixed at tw^enty-seven thousand 
pesos a year, a larger stipend than was usually paid, 
and its amount excited unfavorable comment from his 
predecessor.^' The condition of affairs in New Spain 
was not in keeping with such extravagance. The 
country had not yet recovered from the disasters of 
1714, and two years after Valero had assumed office, 
tidings arrived of a severe famine in Texas. So great 
was the scarcity of grain that the troops stationed 
there threatened to desert. Provisions were at once 
forwarded to the governor of Coahuila, and in the 
hope of making that territory self-sustaining persons 

" He died in Mexico on the 3d of June, and his death was much regretted. 
He was buried in the Cármen convent, which was afterward knowu as the 
church of San Sebastian. His portrait was preserved in the nunnery of Santa 
Teresa la Xueva. 

*̂  Linares \\ as the first secular of the congregation of the Buena Muerte, 
and tlie spacious edifice belonging to the society was erected mainly at his 
expcnse. I t exists at the present day. Akgre, Ilist. Compend., iii. 177. 

" H e took office August 16, 1716. 
*^Linares remarked: ' Habré vivido seis a os en opulencia; y aunque 

ahora no me liallo en abundancia volveré á los piés del Rey, gustoso, á hacerle 
ver que con veintisiete mil pesos de sueldo, sin abuear de BUB caudales, ni 
vender la justicia, me restituyo satisfecho á ellos.' Zojmacois, Hist. Méj., v. 
536. 
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were sent to instruct the natives in the science of 
agriculture. 

On the 16th of June 1718, while returninof from 
the procession of corpus christi in company with the 
oidores, an at tempt was made on the viceroy's life. 
W h e n about to ascend the stairs of his palace, a man 
named Nicolás Camacho gras])ed at Valero's sword, 
drew it half way from the scabbard, and would j)rob-
ably have plunged it into his body had he not been 
seized by the at tendant halberdiers. On being ques-
tioned as to his motives it was found that the would-
be assassin was a lunatic, and after a brief trial he w as 
sent to the hospital of San Hipélito.*^ 

During the remainder of the viceroy's administra-
tion, which lasted until the 15th of October, 1722, the 
provinces of New Spain were in a prosperous condi-
tion. The mines were unusually j)roductive, the yield 
of quicksilver being especiall}" large; the crojDs wcre 
abundant; and the volume of trade was greatly in-
creased.*^ 

The sole drawback to this flourishing condition of 
affairs was the outbreak of hostilities between France 
and Spain, occasioned by a dispute between the duke 
of Orleans, who was appointed regent during the 

^®The trial lasted only two days. A report of it is given in Dic Univ. 
fíist. Geog., app. i. 470-1. I t is the optuion of the writer that Camacho was 
not insane, but the •victim of an intrigue on the part of the viceroy who pur-
posed to deprive him of his •wife. The same view is taken in Iiei/i.<t,-o Trimestre, 
i. 3S5-407. The editor makes the foUowing comment on the t r ia l : 'Esta causa 
forma una especie de contraste con la que dimos en le número antérior, y 
aunque los jueces aparecen mas equitativos, queda siempre una sospecha de <\p.e 
el desgraciado Camacho, fué victima de una iutriga para quitarle á su muger. 
Por lo demás se advierten cosas dignas de notarse en esta causa. Tal es 

Sor ejemplo, el que en uu Iieclio sucedido á mediodia y á muy poca distancia 
e os testigos presenciales, solo ]Muelas asegure que Camacho arremetiô con el 

espadin al virey, diciendo unicamente los demás que se lo estrajo de la vaina. 
Es tambien notable el dictámen fiscál, que fundado en la idea equivocada de 
que no puede liaber un completo trastorno mental sin furor, pide la pena cor-
respondiente al delito de Lesa Magestad in primo capite. Creemos que tambien 
es de notar el parecer del protomedicato, pues que su dictámen nada tiene de 
médicoy cualquiera pudiera decir lo mismo sin haber saludado los principios 
del arte. Sin embargo, esta es una causa formada con esmero, pues per lo sin-
gular del caso se mando al rey copia de ella.' 

" I n 1721 the fleet from New Spain reached Cádiz with treasure and mer-
chandise to the value of 11,000,000 pesos. Mayer's Mex. Azt., i. 228. 
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minorit}"^ of Louis XV. , and Cardinal Alberoni, the 
minister of Felipe V. On the 19th of May 1719 the 
garrison of Pensacola surrendered to the French, and 
thi' colonists and missionaries of Florida and Texas 
w'cre compelled to take refuge in Coahuila. But the 
French could not maintain their foothold in the coun-
try. When the news of their invasion reached Mex-
ico, Valero quickly desjDatched against them a force 
of five hundred men under command of the marquis 
of San ]\IigueI de Aguayo, governor of Texas and 
Coahuila. The French retired from Texas; the mis-
sions were reéstablished; and the peace which was con-
cluded in 1721 put an end to further aggressions.^ ii 

]\Iention has already beeii made of the buccaneer 
settlements in Yucatan, where, as we have seen, the 
freebooters, when not engaged in making raids on the 
Sj)anish settlements or cruising in quest of Sj)anish 
treasure ships, occujDÍed themselves with cutting dye-
woods and mahoo^anv.*^ A favorite rendezvous of 
these adventurers was the Tsla Triste, or as it is now 
known the Isla del Cármen, at the entrance of the 
bay of Términos. During the war of the Spanish 
succession thcy frequentl}' attacked Spanish vcssels 
trading between Campeche and Vera Cruz. I n 1708 
Fernando ^Mcoeses Bravo de Saravia, when on his 
wa}' accompanied by his family to the province of 
Yucatan, of whieh he had been apjoointed governor, 
M'as takeii from his vessel in the bay of Campeche by 
the pirate Barbillas. Saravia was set on shore and 

Tcri 

*^0n tlie 31st of ]\I;,ich in the same ycar, the Sacra EumiHu, a vessel of 
300 tons, witli 6 guns and 70 men, was captured hy Captain .Shclvocke in the 
jiort cf Sonsonate (the moilcrn Acajutla) at the mouth of the river of the 
same name. The prize contaiued ou^y small ariUî., hand grenades, audammu-
ni;i,jii, and, as the captain reinaiks, was hardly worth the risk aud trouble of 
capture. Voy. deShelvoc/cc, in Bi rumji r, (J"J. V' tj., iii. 3-4, .s!)-125; and Kerr's 
C'J.I. Voy., X. 500-1. lu the latter u detailed accouut of the voyage isgiven, 
compiled from the narrativcs of Shelvocke and Captain William Betagh, the 
comuiandcr of the marincs. Thcy sailed froin Plymouth on board the Speed-
tcell on the I3th of February 1719, bound on a piivateering cxpedition ou 
the coasts of Chile, Peru, and X'cw Spain, but mct with little success. 

" Ilist. Cent. Amer., ii. 023 et seq., this series. 
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his wife and children detained as captives until a ran- t' b» 
som of 14,000 jDcsos should be received. A s the 
ayuntamiento refused to pay the money, the pirate • 
made his demand in person at the town-han; where- [ 
upon the governor, feeling tha t his family might come |ii 
to harm, ordered the amount to be paid. 'if! , 

Nine years later an expedition was despatched from s' vi 
Mexico by way of Vera Cruz to Campeche, and being • •. ! ) | 
reénforced by the troops stationed there, drove the ' * 
intruders from all their settlements on the bay of , lil' 
Términos. The attack was made on the 16th of Ju ly '^ 
1717, the feast of the virgin of Cármen, and hence the 
island received its name. A large amount of booty 
was wrested from the buccaneers, many of whom 
were slain, those who escaped harboring in Belize, 
where, being joined by others of their craft, they or-
ganized a force of three hundred and thirty-five men 
and returned to the bay of Términos. Landing on 
the Isla del Cármen they sent a message to Alonso ']jf̂  
Felipe de Andrade, the commander of the Spanish 
fort which had been erected during their abseiiee, 
ordering him to withdraw his gariison. The reply 
was tha t the Spaniards had jDlenty of powder and ball Ijij 
with which to defend themselves. 

The freebooters made their attack durinsf the same ^̂  
night and cajDtured the stronghold without difficulty, 
taking three of the four field pieces with which it was 
defended. B u t Andrade was a brave and capable 
officer, and his men were no dandy warriors. Placing 
himself at the head of his command he led them against ^ m 
the enemy. forced his way into the fort, recaptured ! 3 
one of the field pieces, and turned it against the foe. ; Jl 
Dur ing the fight a building filled with straw was set i'>|;. |i 
on fire by a hand grenade. This incident favored the ' I 
Spaniards, who now made a ftirious charge on the in-
vaders. Their commander was shot dead while I ^ 
leading on his men; but exasperated by the loss of ^ «̂! 
their gallant leader, they sprang at the buccaneers I ll í i' 
with so fierce a rush that the latter were driven back ^ 
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to the shore, whence they reémbarked for Belize 
and thenceforth returned no more to the bay of 
Términos.''̂ ^ 

^° Soc Jíex. Geog., ii. ep. i. 220-2; ep. iii. 442; Nouv. Annaks,Voy., c. 
52. The account given in the former work is absurdly exaggerated; but i t i s 
the only one that pretends to give a detailed narrative of the expulsionof the 
buccaneers from the isla del Cármen. I t there stated that , after being driven 
from the fort, the Sjianiards mustcred but 42 men, while the buccaneers 
according to this version must have numbered more than 200, allowing for 
their losses during the as.sault and for those who were left to guard their 
ve-scls. That this force, now in possession of three pieces of artillery, should 
have been defeated by a handful of Spaniards, seems ridiculous to all who are 
acquainted with the records of buccaneer warfare. 

Herewith I give more complete references to the authorities consulted for 
the prccediug chapters: Cedulario, MS., i. 132; iii. 63-4, 115-16; iv. 23; 
liccdis (Jcdulas, MS., i. 5 et seq.; ii., passim; Providencias Reales, MS., 79-
101. 22-2-3, 266-8; Rohles, Diario, i. ii., passim; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., 
ii. 2.3, 31-2; iii. 60-1, 166-7; iv. 30 et seq.; vi. 113-16, 135-7, 153; vii. 8-45; 
I'ujjtlis Frunrisranos, J\1S., série i. tom. i. 268-74, 314-21, 411, 478, 507; ii. 
l-"4. 17.S-200, 321-6; Rivera, Diario, vi. 15-96; Linares, Lnstrucciones, MS., 
6-88; Cc'tificacion de las JÍercedes, MS,, 13-21, 182; Disposiciones Varias, 
MS., vi. 3-13; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS,, passim; Doc Ecles. Méx., 
MS., i. l-3'2; ii. 2-6, 25, 47-52, 74; Vireyes de Jlex., Instruc, MS,, série i. 
49; série ii. 8, 23; Jlaitratamiento de Ind., 1-15; Lazcano,VidadelP. Oviedo, 
70-101, 140-57; Figue>-oa,Vindicias,'MS., 12, 74, 78, 123; Villagutierre, Hist. 
Conq. Itza, 192-9, 211-49, 291-659; Alegre, fíist. Comp. Jesus, i. 41-3; iL 
22:3-4; iii, 31-40, 109-215; Paj>eles de Jesuitas, MS,, 5; Espinosa, Chron. 
Ajiot., 465-6, 488-534; Calk, Jlem. y Not., 70; Davila, Jlem. Il'tsf., pt. i. 
19-28; iii, 252-96; Jlonumentos Domin. Esp., MS,, 104^9, 132, 152-5; VUIa-
Senor >/ Sanchez, Theatro, i, l '22etseq. ; Vetuncvrt, Cron. San. Evang., 75-9, 
13,-;; It/., TcUro, 51-2; Id., Trat. Jlex., 16-17; Cortés, fíist. X. Esp., 26-30; 
Arricivifn, Crtín. Seráf, 94^7, 169-70, 241-312, 583-5; Carriedo, Estudios 
Ilisf., 116; Guatemala, Col. (Jédulas Reales, passim; Pacheco and Cdrdenas, 
C(J. Doc, ix. 133-49, 150-79; Doc fíist. Jlex., série i, tom, i, ii,, passim; 
fcérie i t iv, 56 et seq.; vi. 17-96; Arlegui, Prov. de Zac.,81-2, 92-123, 201-6, 
2,'50-2; Escuinilla, Notic'tas, 4; Recop. delnd., i. 599; N. Jlex. Cédidas, MS., 
80-2, 149-64, 281-4, 322-9; Derrotero para Xuveg,, MS., 13-2-2, 88-90; 
E'jii/os de JIcx., MS., 61; JaiIIandier, Extraite, MS., passim; Amn-ica De-
scrip., MS., 155-8, 166, 177-9, 196-8, 207-39; X.Vizcaya, Doc Mex., iv. 14-
21; J'c:cas, Doc fíisf., MS., 455-9; Jlorfi, Doc Jlex., iv. 4 4 2 ^ ; Escobar, 
Breve Trat. (Jrd., MS., passim; Berrotaran, Doc Jlex., i. 171-7; Panes, 
Exi'.ision, M8., passim; Reales Ordenes, iii. 56-72, 308-12; iv. 416-19; 
Jlori'lli, Fasti Xori Orbis, 505-10; Jlayer JISS., passim; Laet, Amef. De-
scrijif., 256-9; Aiaman, Disert, i, 38-53, 211, 390; Lerdo de Tejada, AputU. 
JJist.. no, .-), 289-94, 366, 380-92; Arevalo, Compend., 29-30; HumboIdL 
Essai PoL, i. 270-SI; Id., Xew Spain, ii, 203-22; Id., Tablas Esfad., MS,, 
7-40; Id.,Vir,'iUch, ii, 178^86; Gotizales, Col. N. Leon, 39-58; Arron'iz, Ilist. 
y Cron., 122-39; Ilernandez, Estad. JleJ., 17-18; Xayaritas, liclac. Conquist, 
6; Caro, Tres Siglos, ii. 59-119; Verona, Paromologia, MS,, 1-93; Lacunza, 
Di.<ciirsos Ilisf., no. XXXV., 503-9; Rodrigucz, Cuadro fíist., 41-2; Soc Mex. 
Ccog., BrJ., ii. 29; iii, 239-42; iv. 19; v. 312; ix. 54; xi, 504; Id., 2da ép. i, 
21.S-'22; ii, .337; iii, 175-6; 3a ép, iv. 258; Xnevn Espana, Breve Ii<s., MS,, 
141-222; Iitsfruccioncs á los Vireyes, 30"2-I7; Kerr's Col. \'oy., x, 263-72, 
3;!7-40; Correal, \^oy., i. 44-5; (Jrf'iz, Mex. Indeji. Lihre, 425-33; Zerecero, 
I!(v. Jlex., 4-5, 508, 525-7; Jlofras, L'Explorution, ii, 104; Zamora, Bib. 
Lcg., ii, 253-5; iv. 44'2-4; Ortega, Alegacion, 1-50; Rivera, Gobemantes de 
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Mex., i. 252-68; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 152-73; Nouv. Annales desVoy., c, .">2; 
cliii. 8; Rivera, fíist. Jalapa, i. 9&-110, 181-.3; Varios Impresos, iii., passim; 
Foytseca y Urrut'ia, Real fíac, i. 28-35, 3-24-5; Orizaha, Ocurre.ncias en, 1 et 
seq,; Registro Yucateco, ii. 5-10; Jlexico, Xot. Cnidacl Jíex., 22, 295-8; 
Zamacois, fíist. MéJ., v. 439-553, 723-6; x. 1362-3; Pap.Var., ii,, passim; 
clxvii, 3-9; cxcvi, 11 etseq,; Alnircz, Esfudios LIi<f., iii. 26.3-4; Satninlttng 
aUer Reisehesch, xii. 386-403, 534-52; xiii. 484-9; Jlonrotj, Orucioncs Paneg., 
passim; Ancona, fíi'ít. Yuc, ii. 316; Jluseo Jlex., i. 51-3, 99-102; iv. 73-80; 
Alzate, Gacetas, iii, 441-2, 464; Curfas Edificanfn<, vii. 2.")'S-0; Gaceta, JI<x., 
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CHAPTEB XVI. 

NUEVA GALICIA. 

1601-1803. 

BotTNDABIES OP THE T E R K I T O B Y — I T S G O V E R N O R S — T H E A U D I E N C I A OP G U A -

DALAJARA—iTâ JCRISDICTION AND POWERS—LOCAL Go"VrERNMENT—COE-

REGIMIEN'TOS AND A L C A L D I A S MAYORES—ClTIES, TOWNS, VlLLAOES, AND 

MiNiNG DisTRicTS—THE C A P I T A L — A CiTY OF O F F I C E - H O L D E R S — T R E A S -

UBY D E P A R T M E N T — I N D U S T B I A L P B O G R E S S — M i N E S — Q U I C K S I L V E B M O -

NOPOLY AND ITS EFFECTS—AoEICULTUBE AND S T O C K - R A I S I N G — L A B O E , 

COMMEECE, AND SHIP-BUILDING—PoPULATION AND LOCAL STATISTICS . 

DuRiNG the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, 
Nueva Galicia almost coincided with the territory 
which now forms the states of Jalisco, Aguas Ca-
lientes, and Zacatecas. On the south, however, those 
parts of the Ávalos provinces that lay south of Au-
tlan and Zayula, now forming part of Jalisco, appear 
to have then belonged to New Spain, and were sub-
ject to the viceroy, while in the north-east Nueva 
Galicia included the western portion of what is now 
San Luis Potosí, the boundary line running near 
Charcas and Matehuala. The territory was under 
the political rule of a governor, who was also president 
of the audiencia of Guadalajara, and w âs appointed by 
the king, though nominally subject to the viceroy.^ 
In case of his death or inability to perform his duties 
the senior oidor of the audiencia ruled ad interim 
until a new appointment could be made. 

In the seventeenth century the governors were 

' During the latter part of the 18th and the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury their titles were gobemador, presidente de la real audiencia, coman-
dante general, and intendente. See Cedulario, MS., i. 114, 209; iii. 176, 238; 
Real Orden, in Jlayer MSS., no. 2; Ugarte y Loyola, ReL, in Soc Jíex. 
Geog., Boktin, 2d ep,, iii, 307, 
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usually lawyers, and their duties in connection with 
the civil administration of the country were by no 
means arduous. Later , military men were more fre-
quently appointed, and held under the viceroy the 
rank of captain-general; but their responsibilities 
were light, for peace prevailed throughout the land 
except in Nayari t , where a comandante was stationed, 
subject in military matters to viceregal orders, and in 
political and judicial affairs to the governor and audi-
encia. The election of subordinate local officials 
seems to have belonged originally to the audiencia; 
but after long disputes between tha t body and its 
president, during which both parties several times 
appealed to the crown, the latter received the right 
of making appointments—a license which he had 
gradually usurped.^ 

The governor subsequently named the alcaldes 
mayores and corregidores of the different districts, 
with the exception of Zacatecas and perhaps one or 
two others, where the king, for some special reason, 
retained the privilege. H e also appointed, down to 
1646, many of the officials of Nueva Vizcaya, AIl 
this power would seem, however, to have been vested 
in him as president of the audiencia, for the revenues 
were administered by special treasur}' officials ap-
pointed by the king, the governor receiving a regular 
stipend.^ 

There are few incidents worthy of record concern-
ing the governors of Nueva Galicia, and these relate 
for the most par t to trivial matters, as the quarrel of 
one with a bishop about some petty formality; the 
unusual brilliancy of the bull-figbts at the installation 
of another, while the building of a church or even the 

*̂ Mota-PadiIIa, Conq. N. GaL, 508, is the authority for this usurpation, 
and he gives the number of appointments in 1742 as above 32; but Calle, 
Mem. y Not., 92, states that a century earlier the govemor had the appoint-
ment of 54 officials in Nueva Galicia and X^ueva Vizcaya, 

*The revenue coUected in Guadalajara from all sources from 1730 to 1740 
was 2,332,335 pesos. Mota-PadiIIa, Conq. N. GaL, 318. The same author 
boasts of the promptness with which Nueva Galica always paid her quota of 
taxation. 
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298 NUEVA GALICIA. 

transfer of a sacred image during a ruler's administra-
tion was considered by the chroniclers of this period 
an event sufficiently remarkable to place his name 
side by side with that of a viceroy. Many of them 
w êre able men, as w âs the case with Juan de ViIIela, 
whose rule lasted from 1607 to 1613.* The adminis-
tration of Diego Nunez de Morquecho, w ĥo held office 
from 1629 to 1632,^ is noteworthy from the fact that 
he enforced the laws wdiich forbade the ill-treatment 
of Indians. The custom had become prevalent of 
practically evading the royal decrees against slavery 
by advancing to native workmen sums of money which 
they could never pay, and which thus became a life-
lien upon their labor. The governor accomplished his 
purpose by limiting the amount of a native's credit to 
five pesos.^ Antonio de Abarca, who w-as appointed 
in 1702, was the last of the legal profession who held 
office as governor,^ and Toribio Bodriguez de Solis, 
whose administration lasted until 1716, the first who 
bore the title of captain-general.^ 

The audiencia of Guadalajara held jurisdiction over 

*His predecessor was Santiago Vera, who was in office from 1600 to 1606, 
and it is said that he interested himself in the conversion of the Indians in 
the north-westem sierra, but it is not recorded that he accomplished much. 
On March 6, 1610, Francisco Pacheco de Côrdoba y Bocanegra was appointed 
adelantado of Nueva Galicia, but his name does not appear as one of the 
govemors, In I6I2 his wife and his son obtained a rental on the Mexican 
treasury of 1,312,500 maravedís and in the foUowing year his daughter re-
ceived an encomienda of Indians in New Spain. Cuilr, Jfem. y Xof., 90. 

* His predecessors were Alonso Perez Merchan, who was in power from 
1613 to 1617, and Pedro de Otarola, who held office from the latter date to 1629, 
During the mle of the former, earthquakes and floods occurred in tlie province. 
Otarola was a religious enthusiast, and is said to have committed a kind of 
pious suicide, since he died of fasting. 

^ His successor was Juan Canseco y Quiííones, who was govemor from 1636 
to 1643, I t is said that he squandered the revenues of the state on bull-fights, 
and festi'vities for the populace, although he spent large sums on public im-
provements. 

' I t is said that he died of melancholy, caused in part by the impression 
made on liis mind by a tragedy styled 'Life is a Dream,' which was performed 
at his reception. The partial destmction of the governor's palace by fire may 
have increased his malady, On state occasions he made his appearance so 
shabbily apparelled as to cause the audiencia to make complaints at court. 

^He was appointed in 1708. His successor, Tomás 'Teran de los Rios, 
who undertook the task of bridging the Rio Grande, or Tololotlan, was in 
office from 1716 to 1724. Govemor Nicolás de Ribera y íSanta ('ruz, who ruled 
from 1724 to 1727, was constantly involved in difficulties with subordinates, 
equals, and superiors. He cscaj.ed removal at the hands of tlie India Coun-
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all the regions occupied by the Spaniards north-west 
of Nueva Galicia, including also the Ávalos prov-
inces, and at times Colima.'' I t claimed jurisdiction 
as well over the north-western region of Coahuila and 
Texas, but the king's decision in 1679 was adverse to 
this pretension.^'^ I t does not appear tha t the au-
thori tv of the audiencia in Nueva Galicia differed in 
any respect from tha t in Nueva Vizcaya, although on 
account of distance and consequent expense, only 
cases of considerable importance came as a rule from 
the latter terr i tory." The oidores of the audiencia 
were alcaldes in criminal proceedings, but had no voice 
in matters pertaining to war and exchequer; and after 
the time of Governor Ceballos, who ruled durino: the 
latter part of the seventeenth century, they lost the 
power of making higher appointments wliich origin-
ally they seem to have held. The president, wdio, as 
we have seen, was also j)oliticaI governor of Nueva 
Galicia, simply held the right of presiding over the 

cil only by death, and was succeeded by his son. The few and meagre rec-
ords that have been hauded do'wn to us conceming these officials are taken 
from Mota-PadiUa, the original historian of Nueva Galicia. 

*In 1790 Colima was subject in civil afFairs to Nueva Galicia. In matters 
ecclesiastic it was entirely undcr the bishop of Michoacan till Augi^st 8, 1790, 
when it was fiually decided that it belonged to the diocese of Guadalajara; 
and thus Colima continued belongiug in all branches of administration to 
Nueva Galicia, CoHii i, litjirr.^cnfucion, MS,, 4, During the 17th and I8th 
centuries the province of Colima made little progress owing to its isolated 
position, The Villa de Colima continued to hold its rank as the chief to-wn 
and capital of the proviuce and was the residence of the priucipal part of the 
Spanish population, Some dozen or more smaller towns composed the remain-
ing settlements, wliose inhabitauts, for the most part natives, were employed 
in farming, Besides the usual agricultural products, a limited amount of 
sugar and cotton was produced; a few natives were employed in the manu-
facture of matting; considerable salt was madc, and a variety of fraits, among 
which were the cocoanut and plautain, grew in abundance. Upon the estab-
lishment in 1787 of the system of intendencias this province became a part of 
the intendencia of Guadalajara, Ilumboldt, E.^S'-i. Pol., i. 259; Calle, JLem. y 
Not., 78; Gac de Jlex., i. 273; ii. 282, 342; ]'illa-Se,~ior y Sanchez, Theatro 
Am., ii, 83-8, 

'"According to royal cédula of October 15, 1778, the audienciaof Guadala-
jara then had jurisdiction to a certatn degree over six provinces: Nueva 
Galicia, Zacatecas, Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, New Mexico, and the Califomias, 
Cedulario, MS., iii, 9-10. 

'* The audiencia was composed of four oidores, or judges, and a fiscal, or 
a t tomey, each with a salary of 2,000 ducats. There was also quite a uumber 
of minor officials of whom a few were appointed and i-eceived a salary, but 
most of them bought their offices at auction, paying from 1,000 to 10,000 
pesos, according to the privileges and emoluments connected witli each. 
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300 NUEVA GALICIA. 

court, and of taking the place of honor on occasions 
of state, but had no vote in judicial matters.^^ 

In Nueva Galicia there were in the middle of the 
eighteenth century thirty-two districts under corregi-
dores and alcaldes mayores, although a century earlier, 
aecording to Calle's list, they numbered forty-one. 
There were three cities, Guadalajara, Zacatecas, and 
Compostela; eight towns, Lagos, Aguas Calientes, 
Jerez, Fresnillo, Purificacion, ViIIagutierre de Águila 
or ViIIanueva, Sombrerete, and San José de Monte-
zuma, near Tepatit lan; and twenty-one reales de minas,. 
or mining towns.-^^ So-called pueblos and other small 
settlements scattered over the territory numbered up-
ward of two hundred. The officers w ĥo ruled the 
large towns with their districts annexed, known as 
alcaldías or corregimientos, were with few exceptions 
appointed by the president of the audiencia, and re-
ceived salaries. Under these officials in each city and 
town w^ere one or more ordinary alcaldes, an alguacil 
mayor, four regidores, and a notary, forming virtually 
an ayuntamiento, though not often called by that 
name. There seem to have been no salaries attached 
to these minor positions, and that of alguacil, or con-
stable, wasmearly always sold at auction, at different 
times and places. Ordinarily alcaldes in some, and 
perhaps all the towns, were elected yearl)', requiring, 
in the larger places at least, confirmation by the 
president, 

Guadalajara, the capital of Nueva Galicia, the cathe-
dral city, the seat of the audiencia, and the place 
where the royal treasury was kept, swarmed with 

'^About 1670 there was a quarrel between the president and the audien-
cia as to the right to appoiut a govemor ad interim of Nueva Vizcaya, The 
king at first decided in favor of the president, but later reversed hisdecision; 
and later still, gave the president and fiscal a vote on the subject, Jlota-Pa-
' Jlii, (Jot j . X. CaL, 40O-I, See also on audiencia Recop. de Ii l., i. 3'26; 
C'ill,, Jlem.yXoL, 91-2. 

" InCa l l e ' s time, 1646, there was yet a villa de Espíritu Santoat Tepic; 
Fresnillo was only a real de mina; and neither ViIIagutierre nor San José had 
hci 11 founded. This author names 13 reales de minas. 
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officials, and he was a humble Spaniard indeed, who ' ;i,r 
filled no public position. I t is not necessary to enter i 'j 
more fully into the details of the municipal machinery 
or the somewhat intricate relations of the different 
branches of power in this much governed city.-^* The 
treasury department was under a staff of officers whose 
chief duty it was to receive, tax, and stamp silver bull- ; '|)'"' 
ion, and to deliver quicksilver for use iii the mines. A t *" ' 
one time the administration of the exchequer seems 
to have been intrusted to the governor and audiencia, 
but they did not long retain control, for the king 
always took care tha t the precious metals in transit 
between the mines and the royal coffers in Spain 
should pass through as few hands as possible. A 
branch treasury was also established at Zacatecas, 
where the revenue for a single decade, commencing in 
1730, amounted to nearly four million pesos. 

Before 1600, as we have seen, rich mines were dis-
covered, and during the next two centuries many were 
developed, often with rich returns in spite of great dis-
advantages. They were nearly all of silver-bearing 
ore, though according to Mota-Padilla, very fine gold 
was taken out at Mezquital, and in such abundance ••mn • v 
as to be used secretly in trade throughout the íi|fiilî|i'l 
country. This yield ceased howover toward the mid- lÉbB! 
dle of the eighteenth century. Bespecting methods 
of mining and of reduction we have little or no con-
temjDoraneous information, while of the yield we have 
for statistics only a few meagre, disconnected, and í! 
doubtless in most instances inaccurate statements j 
bearing upon difterent localities at different periods. t 

Bullion was presented at the treasury at Guadala-
jara, Zacatecas, and in later years at Llerena, and was 
there properly stamped after the royal dues had been 

^* ViIIa-Se or, Teatro, ii. 204-6, names the secular eabildo of Guadalajara 
in 1745 as consisting of twelve regidores, atférez real, alguacil mayor, two 
alcaldes, contador, procurador, and notary. He also speaks of a custom-
house staff. 



m"sm=;xs oJkL 

" -

302 NUEVA GALICIA. 

paid. Thence it must be transported to Mexico for 
sale as there w'as no nearer mint.^^ The labor was 
mainly performed by Indians, under Spanish over-
seers, nominally working for wages of from two to 
five pesos a month, yet practically held in bondage 
during much of the time and in many sections.-^® The 
severest toil, however, fell to the lot of negro slaves. 

Notwithstanding the richness of the ores, the min-
ing industry was well nigh paralyzed by the govern-
ment monopoly of quicksilver, w^hich restricted the 
production of tha t metal to the mines of Almaden in 
Spain. Bich deposits are said to have been discovered 
in Nueva Galicia, especially in the Sierra de Pinos, 
but its extraction was prohibited by cédula of 1730. 
The immediate effect was of course to make the price 
of quicksilver so excessive that only the most produc-
tive mines could be profitably worked, to say nothing 
of the occasional failure of the supply on account of 
interrupted communication with Mexico. Bu t these 
were not the only disadvantages of the monopoly; for 
not only must the quicksilver be brought directly from 
the government oífîcials, but must be bought only in 
large quantities. No subsequent transactions were 
allowed, nor any retail trade in this commodity. I t 
was not enough, however, tha t quicksilver must be 
bought in large quantities and at exorbitant rates; 
the purchaser must at the same time become responsi-
ble for the payment of the tax on the amount of silver 
bullion which the supply purchased would enable him 
to produce! This was intended to prevent frauds in 
evading the payment of taxes and t i thes; but the 
practical effect was tha t if the discoverer of a mine 
happened to be a man without means he was com-
pelled to take others into partnership; and when the 

^^ln 1607 a royal order was obtained ordering a mint to be established at 
Zacatecas, but nothing was done in the matter. Bemardez, Zac, 38,' Vilh-
Senor, Ttufro, ii. '223. 

i^Dampier, Vrjyoge, i. 26Í), speaks of some hundreds of Indian slaves who 
worked in the silver mines near Centizpac in 1686, carrjdngore toCompostela 
and supplies back to the mines. 
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mine proved valuable, litigations w^ould follow, and 
the discoverer would too often lose his interest.^'' 

A t this period the industries of agriculture and 
stock-raising were fairly prosjDcrous. There was no 
lack in Nueva Galicia of fertile land, which produced 
an abundant food-supply, while in ocean and river 
there were excellent fisheries. Several small vessels 
were built on the coast for expeditions to California, 
the workmen being sent from Mexico and encamping 
at some suitable spot near the mouth of a river, w^here 
they felled the timber, built the craft, and then aban-
doned their camp. Of manufactures there wxre none, 
except the rude articles made by the natives for their 
own use, and the commerce of the country was carried 
on by native carriers, pack-mules, and wagon-trains, 
by means of which agricultural products were carried 
to the nearest market, ore and buUion forwarded 
from the mines, and tools, machinery, quicksilver, and 
clothing brought overland from the city of Mexico. 
To the capital were also sent the few articles of prod-
uce which would pay the cost of freight, together 
with herds of live-stock. A t times the privilege of 
killing and exporting cattle was restricted by the gov-
ernor on complaint of the ecclesiastical authorities 
that the amount of tithes was thereby diminished. 

The city of Mexico derived much greater benefit 
from the resources of Nueva Galicia than did the 
province itself In the capital alone could any products 
except those of mine or field be exchanged for money.^^ 
Men were not wanting who understood these disad-
vantages, and foremost among them was Mota-PadiIIa, 
who never ceased his efforts to separate the country 
from New Spain, to obtain for her ports a trade wdth 
China and with Central and South America; to estab-
lish a mint, and make Guadalajara a centre of trade; 

" ' Ya se tiene por cierto que cuando se litiga sobre mina se pierden las 
leyes,' Mota-Padilia, Conq. N. GaL, 321, 

'*'México se ha hecho garganta precisa por donde haya de pasar todo.' 
Mota-Paddla, Conq. N. GaL, 263-4. 
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but the pressure brought to bear on the king from 
the New' World metropolis was always too strong, 
and the interests of the province were disregarded.^* 

The total population of Nueva Galicia in the middle 
of the eighteenth century was estimated at not less 
than two hundred thousand, of which number sixty 
thousand w êre Indians and the remainder of Spanish 
and mixed blood. Though this seems a comparatively 
high figure, Mota-Padilla certainly had excellent ap-
portunities for obtaining correct statistics.^" During 
tlie second half of the century the population seems 
to have increased more rapidly; for we find that at 
the beginning of the nineteenth century the popula-
tion of Guadalajara was variously estimated at from 
nineteen to thirty-five thousand, and that under the 
jurisdiction of the audiencia as high as six hundred 
and thirty thousand.^^ 

I t will be remembered that at the close of the six-
teenth century Zacatecas was the new EI Dorado which 
attracted settlers and adventurers from all parts; the 
population raj)idly increased; mines were being dis-
coNcred and developed, and a great future seemed to 
be in store for the new colony. A t that time the site 
of the city of Zacatecas seemed anything but pleasant 

'^From I74,S-53, according to the Xoficias Biog. of Icazbalceta, the his-
torian made efforts to liave the four jurisdictious of the coast, Purificacion, 
'i'cpic, Acaponeta, and Centizpac, formed into a new government, to be placed 
under himself as mler. 

^"Mota-Padilla's ui:tual basis is the number of Indian tributaries, which 
was 8,()(iU, icprcsciiting 16,000 pcrsons, not including chiefs, the aged, or 
childrcn, ('(ji j . X. C'it., 509. Cil, Soc. JIcx. Geog.,YÍii. 493, says tlie popu-
lation iu about 1750 was estimated at about 115,000, 

'̂ Gil, in Scj'-. JIcx. Cco'j., viii. 493, insists however that in 1807, on taking 
tribute, the population was found to be only 130,000, having increased but 
15,000 since 1750. T le is no doubt that therc was a misunderstanding as 
to the territory iucludcd. Ilumboldt, E<s''i PoL, 155, and Xnv Sji'iin, ii, 
180-3, L'ivcs íov the intendencia of Guadalajaia 630,500, and for the city 
19,500; 6,.'!.sl square leagues \\ i th 023,572 iuhahitants are mcutioned in Tri-
hut d tli'! Cortsiilitdo, 1805, Ortiz, JIcx. Indcp., 79, givcs 630,000 for 1803. 
Acciidiiig to Xarrurro, in Soc Jlex. Geog., 2da ép., i. 291, in 1810 the inten-
denciaof Ouadalajaiacompiiscd 9,612scjuare leagues; 28partidos, lOOcuracies, 
9 missions, 2 cities, 7 towns, 326 villages, 33 mining districts, 370 haciendas, 
1,511 ranchos, and IIS stock ranches, There were 29 convents and 7 nun-
neries; 441 clérigos, I!i2 friars, and 2-25 nuns; there were 164,420 Spaniards, 
172,676 Indians, and 179,720 of mixed blood, making a total population, 
including the religious, of 517,674, 
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to the Spaniards. The soil was little adapted to the 
cultivation of w^heat, maize, or even fruit, excepting 
the Indian fig, the cactus apuntia covering the neigh-
borhood in every direction. Nevertheless its location 
had many advantages. The climate, though change-
able, was healthy, being never excessively hot or cold. 
In the vicinity variety of temperature favored the 
cultivation of different agricultural products. Cattle-
raising became an important feature at an early day, 
and besides silver, copper lead and other metals were 
found in abundance."^^ 

ClTY OF ZACATECAS. 

The three or four persons in charge of the treasury, 
and the corregidor, appointed directly by the king, 
were the only officials who were paid a salary at Zaca-

"̂ The veins around Zacatecas city yielded in 1608 an average of more than 
two ounces per cental, There were 20 liai:iendas de minas, whose owners were 
worth from 30,000 to 100,000 pesos each, and employed about 100 Spaniards, 
the same number of negroes, and 1,500 Indians, Each hacienda worked about 
80 centals a day. No smelting was done, and only mule power was used. 
Zacatecas, ReL, in Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, ix. 18-2-7. At San 
Andrés General Mendiola tore down his stone buildings, the material yielding 
three marks per cental. The product of the mines a t Zacatecas had declined 
considerably in 1732; there were only 24 reduction works; the expenses 
1,300,000 pesos per year; and the king received 257,350 pesos. Bernardez, 
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tecas, and the salable offices brought at auction from 
six to eight thousand pesos.^^ The province had also 
a lieutenant captain-general, and a force of troops for 
protection in case of outbreaks among the natives.'̂ * 
In wealth and probably in population the city was 
superior to the capital of Nueva Galicia.^^ 

The mining districts of Fresnillo, Sombrerete, Pi-
iios, Nieves, Mazapil, and Zacatecas were all alcaldías 
mayores, subject to a corregimiento, to which grade, 
in 1736, the so-called province of Zacatecas was 
raised, the districts of Aguas Calientes and Juchipila 
being added three years later. When the alcaldías 
mayores and corregimientos were abolished by the 
ordinance establishing intendencias, these latter dis-
tricts were made a part of the intendencia of Gua-
dalajara, until joined to that of Zacatecas by royal 
decree of December 30, 1791. 

The town of Aguas Calientes derived its name froni 
the thermal springs in its immediate vicinity.'^^ In 

Zac, 42-50, In 1750 the mines did not yield more than 500,000 pesos; but 
the output increased in a few years to ten times as much through the efforts 
of one Laborde, Jacobs' fíist. Inq., ii. 153, The wealthiest inhabitant of 
Zacatecas was Agusttn de Zavala, who in 20 years had paid in silver king's 
fifths to the amount of 800,000 pesos, which shows that during that time he 
had sent to be marked 4,000,000. Salgado, Vida, 23. This is the same Zavala 
who was govemor of Nuevo Leon. 

^^ Zacutecas, RcL, in Pacheco and Cârdenas, Col. Doc, ix. 184-6. Miery 
Camjio, in Revista Lien., ii. 111, says the royal treasury was established iu 
1767. 

'̂ " In 1608 Cristôbal de Cardivar is named as holding the position of ' teni-
ente de capitan generah' Ibid. The same •writer speaks of a govemor of 
Zacatecas appointed every six years by the council of the Indies, A ' capitan 
íi guerra' is also mentioned about 1745 in ViUa-Seíior, Tc"tro, ii. 223. 

'•'^Thc jiopulatiou of the province of Zacatecas for 1793 as given by Hum-
boldt, Es.sui I'ol., i. 57, 155, was 118,()27; that of the capital, 25,495, and in 
1803, 15.'!,300 iucluding city and province. For description of principal 
places see /./., -260-61; also l'iagero, Univ., xx-vii. 105-6, For the latter 
ycar tlie tribunal del consulado, in Soc JIcx. Geog., Boletin, ii, 6, gives 1681 
square leagues and 151,749 inhabitants, MuriIIo, Geog. fíist., 814, gives 
40,000 for the city in I77.S-9, and Cancelada, Ruina, 73-5, the same figures 
as tlie consulado, Navarro, in Soc Jlex. Geog., Bolet'm, 2d ep,, i, 291, has 
iu IsIO for the intendencia of Zacatecas 2,355 square leagues, with 22,296 
Spauiards, 40,S72 Indians, and 77,555 other races; 6 partidos, 17 curates, a 
city, 2 villas, 28 pueblos, 19 reales de minas, 108 haciendas, 4.38 ranchos, and 
16 cattle ranchos. See also Llint's Geog., ii. 132; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, ix. 
275; B'rg/tcs, Zuc, 4; Zuniga tj (J., Calend., 116-17; N. Esp., Brev. Res., ii. 
31',1-20. 

-'^The town used the royal arms, having no coat of arms of its own. 
^Vji'in-c, Doc Anfiij., in So<-. Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep, iii. 19. For other 

^^^Ê 
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1794 it had a parish church and three convents with 
about thirty friars, and as many other clergymen. 
There was also a public school supported by funds 
bequeathed by a resident of that town. Toward the 
end of the eighteenth century the population was 
rapidly increasing,^^ and mining, commerce, agricult-
ure, and stock-raising had made great progress. 

FresniIIo had at this period about five thousand in-
habitants and was governed by a lieutenant under the 

'crH.J.u:ui,dcl H'ú 

ZACATECAS, AGUAS CALIENTES, SAN LUIS POTOSÍ. 

alcalde of Jerez; there was a large parochial church 
and a Dominican hospice. The site was little better 
than that of Zacatecas. The mines in the hills of 
Proano, south-west of the town, belonged for the most 
part to the marquis of Apartado.^^ 

Most of the settlements in the province of San 

details conceming it see Id., ii. 18; Dicc Univ., i. 77-8; <S. Migtid, Rep. 
Mex., i. 7. 

^'In 1794 the town had 8,376 inhabitants. Aguirre, Doc Antig., in iSoc. 
Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2d ep. iii. 21-5. See for other details Dias, Mex., v, 
322; Gcuzeta Mex., i.-xv,, passim. 

''^ The curacy of FresniIIo was said to be the most lucrative in Nueva 
Galicia, paying $12,000 per year. Morfi, in Doc Hist. Mex., 3d ser. iv. 333-5. 
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Luis Potosí were founded toward the close of the six-
teenth and during the early part of the seventeenth 
century, and there is nothing tha t requires record 
concerning their progress. Tlie capital of the same 
naine is situated on the eastern declivity of the great 
[ilateau of Anáhuac, in a fertile and extensive valley, 
î)Ounded on the west by the mountains of San Luis. 
The oldest records of the town council date back to 
1612, the title of city being awarded by the king in 
1656.-^ The j)opulation in 1604 consisted of eight 
hundred Spaniards and some three thousand Indians; 
and about the middle of the eighteenth century, 
A Ílla-Seiior states it at sixteen hundred families. 
]\Iost of the natives were distributed among the 
mines of San Pedro and the neighboring haciendas, 
and from this time forward the population seems to 
have increased rapidly.^ 

San Pedi'o, Charcas, Villa del Valle, Guadalcázar, 
Páijuco, and other towns were also in a flourishing 
condition.^^ The minino- town of Catorce, so named 
on ací ount of the murder of fourteen soldiers by sav-
ages in ancient times, appears to have been founded 
in 1772,^- though some pîace the date as early as 1738. 

''•^ ItvrrJiurr'iu, 'm Soc JIcx. Geog., Boletin, vii. 300. According to Arle-
gui, :,', in 1666, 

^' Statistics conccrning the population of San Luis Potosí run widely apart, 
Humboldt, 7.',̂ ?«' PoL, i. 57, gives for 1793 in the city 8,571, and in the pro-
vincc24'J,2SU; iur lbU;j, 12,000and ;;.'!4,%0respectively. CastiUo, 'mSoc Mex. 
(Jro',;., E ' !in, ;!d cp .v. 4ÍJ7, gives22,UC0for theci ty in 17S7—an absurd state-
meut. Ta^cl. /, XoL, in Id., b, 61, iu 17!)4 for the province 168,002. Xot. de 
El'., in / ' / . , ii. 19, for 1SU5, Ibij,:,<<'.'>•, so J'rJ>. ('oii.<ui, in /( / . , 16; see for 
population at diíTerent periods J</., It/., ix, 272; for 1808, Cancelada, liuina, 
73-."), gives 311,503, Navarro, iu S"<-. Jlex. C'og., Boletin, 2ã ep. i, 291, 
gives tor the intcinlcncia of San Luis in ISIU: 2,357 scpiare leagucs, with 
22.iil>9 Spaniaids, SS,:)4!) ludiaus, 62,007 of niixcd race, a total of 173,651. 
'tlicic were 10 paiti,l,^s, 2;} curacies, and 19 missions; one eity, 2 villas, 49 
M;I hl.is, 15 realesde mtuas, 124 haciendas, 431 lanchos, and IScattle ranchos. 
l ' perly there were 14 paitidos, 10 under the viceroy, and four under the 
commander-gencral of the provincias orientales, .See also fíussei, fíandbuch, 
Jlcx.ami (,11'ti., 224-9. 

-" In 1740 San Pedro had 100 families of Spaniards, mestizos, and mulattoes, 
with .•-onie 2,000 Indians tn the viciuity; Charcas, 40or 50, aud ViIIadel Valle 
240 Spanish families. ViHa-Sdi' r, Th'ufro, i. 54r-9. 

^^See Campo, Soc JEx, (J""./.. Bolrfin, 2d cp. iv. 374. Five thousand in-
habitants aregiven for thc year 177<i. iu Wun/'s Jlex., ii, 132-3, which seema 
exa.'gerated. Accordtng to Hassel, Ilan.dhurh, the mines were discovered in 
177u. 
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Cedral was established in 1780, and became a doc-
trina in 1790.^ 

The alcalde mayor of San Luis Potosí held the 
title of lieutenant captain-general, the appointment 
being made on account of the proximity of tha t prov-
ince to the Chichimec frontier, where, however, the 
friars were actively engaged in the work of conversion. 
The ayuntamiento of the capital consisted of twelve 
regidores, alcaldes, alguaciles, and other necessary 
officials.^* The title of city was granted by viceroy 
Alburquerque in 1656, and was confirmed by Felipe 
I I I . Augus t 17, 1658. On the 25th of October 1787 
the province was made an intendencia.^® 

Of the mining and other industries I shall have 
occasion to speak later. The only disturbances which 
seem to have occurred in San Luis Potosí are those 
oii the occasion of the Jesuit expulsion in 1767. 
When these were suppressed, the province made ex-
traordinary progress, remaining free from political 
convulsions until in 1810 the country was aroused by 
the revolution of Dolores.^^ 

' ' See article on San Luis Potosl, in Dicc Univ., x. 321, and Iturribarria, 
in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, vii, 304. 

^*At an early date tlie city had five convents and a Jesuit college, Calle, 
Mem. y Not, 77; Santos, C/iron,, 467. 

^̂  The first intendeute was Bruno Diaz Salcedo, who took possession on the 
same day. Cn.<fil!o, in ÍS'OC. Jlex. Geog., Boletin, 3d ep, v. 497. See also in 
Id., ii. 19-'20, 96-110; Ilumholdt, EssaiPoL, i. 282-5; Zuniga y 0., Calend., 
117; Gazeta JIcx., i,-xvi., passim, 

^''Besides Mota-PadiUa the following authorities have been consulted for 
matters treated in this chapter: Torijiirmcuia, iii, 333-4, 342, 384; Apostoiicos 
Afanes, passim; Villct-Scitor y Sunc/ z, J'hcutro, ii. 204^'26; Zacatecas, Rci., 
in PacÁeco and Ci'íi-dcnas, Col. Doc, ix., 179-91; Aiecjre, Hisf. Coiup., i. 205-
29,440; iL 24-5, 52-3, 8I-'2, 156-9, '241, 416 et seq.; iii. 20-1,64-9,91-2, 191-2; 
Arlegui, Cron. Zac, passim; Bcnturdiz, Zur., 26-90; Jlichoacan, Prov,, 95, 
115-16; Arricivita, Crcin. Sercif, 92, 590; E.<j>'tnosa, Crtín. Apost., 415, 4*J9-

ReL, 289-316; Jalisco, Not., 16-23, 66, 141; Jlofras, Explor., i. 266; Luzcuno, 
Vida de Ov'iedo, 149-56; AÍfaro y Pi ia, Cat. de Guad., 5-14; Castilia, E.<j)eJo, 
1-297; Revista, Scien., ii, 110-11; Morfi, Diario, 329; Jacob's fíist. Lnq., ii, 
153; Dampier's Voy., i. 257-72; Salvador, in Doc fíist. Mex., 3d series, iv, 
653; Cavo, Tres Sighs, ii. 163-4; Museo Mex., 2d ep. i. 2; FunneU's Voy., 
91; OU, inSoc Jlex. Geog., viiL 493. 



CHAPTEB XVII. 

T H E C O N Q U E S T O F N A Y A R I T . 

1701-1722. 

T H E LAST REFUGE OF IDOLATBY IX NUEVA GALICIA—GEOGEAPHY OF NAYA-

EIT—CHABACTEBISTICS OF THE NATFVES—PABTIAL SUCCESS OP ABISBABA 

iN 1618—TEOUELE AT ACAPONETA—MASSACEE OP BEACAMONTE AND HIS 

PAETY IN 1701—REVOLT AT COLOTLAN—THE BAEEFOOT F E I A E S — M E N -

DIOLA'S EXPEDITION AND T H E F I B S T JESUIT A T T E M P T — T H E TONATI 

VisiTs MEXICO—His TEEATY AND HIS FLIGHT—PEEPAEATIONS AND OB-

ST.̂ CLEs AT ZACATECAS—CAMP AT PEYOTLAN—FLOEES IN COMMAND— 

AssAULT ON THE M E S A — T H E NAYABITS SUBDUED AND CONQUBST 

AcHiEVED—PBOGEESS OF THE MISSIONS. 

AFTER the conclusion of the Mixton war^ it was be-
lieved that the powerful blow administered by Vice-
roy ^lendoza to the revolted savages of Nueva Galicia 
had been final. The utter defeat and rout of the 
Chichimecs, who then made a last heroic effort to 
throw off the Spanish yoke, had been decisive. The 
Spaniards enjoyed the peaceful possession of the terri-
tory in the firm belief that no further attempts would 
ever be made by the scattered natives to assert thek* 
ancient rights. The Indians had not been finally sub-
dued, however, and two centuries later the struggle 
was to be renewed. j\Iany of the natives who had 
escaped death or captivity at Cuiná, Nochistlan, and 
Mixton had taken refuge in what was later known as 
the sierra of Nayarit.^ 

' See Hist. Jlcx., ii. 490-515, this series. 
* The region so called is situated in modem Jalisco, north of the Tololo-

tlan, on aud south of the Durango boundary, east of the eoast province of Aca-
poneta, west of Zacatecas, on and near the river San Pedro. In Nayar'das, 
ReL, 4-5, Nayarit is described as a province of 22 pueblos, lying within a 
triangle formed hy the towns of Zacatecas, Huajuquilla, and Guazamota. I t 
tnclucíed a valley enclosed by high mountains broken only by the Rio Vara-
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Very little has been learned about the country 
since its so-called conquest in the first quarter of the 
last century. I t is still inhabited for the most part 
by aborigines seemingly but little under the control 
of Mexican authority, and has become famous of late 
years as the central stronghold from which the native 
chieftain Lozada attempted valiantly, but in vain, to 
restore the independence of his nation. One or two 

NAYAEIT. 

difficult passes, easily defended against a superior in-
vading force, lead to a succession of wooded peaks, 
arid mesas, huge chasms, and small valleys of consid-
erable fertility. The natives inhabiting this region 
became known to the Spaniards as Nayarits, Coras, 
and Tecualmes; there were also other minor tribes, 
who together with them claimed descent from the 

nia—by which may be meant the Tololotlan. The entrance is ten leagues 
from Guazamota. According to Aposttílicos Afanes, 173, the chief river ts tlic 
Jesus María y Joseph, probably the modern San Pedro, which is tributary t., 
the Tololotlan, Mota-PadiUa and Alegre content themselves with giviiii 
latitude and longitude, with general bearings from well known points. It is 
evident that the early writers knew nothing of Nayarit geography. 



312 T H E CONQUEST OF NAYARIT. 

Aztecs, a claim supported to some extent by their 
language.^ 

In the central parts of Nayar i t are two plateaus, 
known as the mesas del Tonati and del Cangrejo, on 
the former of which w^ere the nation's sacred temples. 
The people were a bold race of mountaineers, for the 
most part savagcs, their Aztec forefathers having 
handed down to them only a few religious forms, and 
a knowdedge of agriculture. They enjoyed a fine and 
healthy climate. I n their territory was an abundance 
of wild fruits, and no lack of game. They dwelt in 
security under the jDrotection of their own gods, wdth 
whom they were content; but what they seem to have 
prized above all w âs their long immunity from Span-
ish and christian intermeddling. Nevertheless they 
beheld with distrust the progress of the Spaniards, 
and gradually found themselves entirely surrounded 
by numerous missions. From their observations and 
the reports of fugitives they had aniple opportunities 
to studv the effects of the new institutions that had 
encircled their retreat; but their conclusion w âs that 
their old gods, customs, and rulers were good enough. 
Like most other natives, thev doubted not their abil-
itv to resist, with the aid of their natural defences, 
notw^thstanding the'ir small numbers—perhaps never 
more than three or four thousand. Circumstances 
contiibuted to strengthen their self-confidence as the 
Spaniards long delayed active measures to subdue 
them. 

The Indians in their visits to the coast, where they 
were wont to obtain salt in large quantities for barter 
w'ith inland tribes, or to the Zacatecan towns, came 
often into friendly contact with the friars and soldiers, 
always declining their invitations to become christians, 
and gradually forming the idea tha t submission was to 

^See Xative Riccs of the Pcucific States, iii. 719-20. The region is often 
called sierra de h.s Coras. According to ApQsttíi'icos Afanes, 8-9, the Nay-
arits were there when tho Mexicans marched south in search of homes, and 
the long lines of intrenchments by which they defended their land were still 
visible in 1752. 
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be altogether optional. The friars, however, had other 
views. 

In the sixteenth century there is no record of any 
definite communication with Nayari t ; but we are told 
tha t in the first years of the seventeenth, Captain 
Geronimo de Arciniega penetrated to Guainamota, 
took thence two thousand Indians, and with them 
founded four settlements.^ Then we have a vasfuc 
narrative of the expedition in 1616 to 1618 of Cap-
tain Miguel Caldera with several companions. ThcA' 
are said to have set forth from Compostela and to 
have spent some time abotit the entrance to the for-
bidden realms, meeting the king and his attendants, 
receiving four children as a gift, and making so favor-
able an impression tha t some of the Nayari ts came to 
Tepic and even submitted to baptism. About the 
same time a band of rebellious Tepehuanes from 
Duranofo souofht refuffe in the southern sierra. and 
Captain Bartolomé Arisbaba, ptirsuing them, met 
Caldera and the Indians at Guazamota. Here was 
a chance for the great chief to give a practical demon-
stration of his new friendship, as in fact he is said to 
have done, by offering to join in the pursuit. Of the 
result we only know that Arisbaba left on a stone 
preserved in the church at Guazamota as late as the 
middle of the eighteenth century, an inscription recit-
ing tha t in 1618 he conquered the jirovince of San 
José del Gran Nayar. His conquest however cannot 
have been a verv efíectual one, probably consisting of 
certain ceremonies of formal submission, of which the 
w îlv natives were ever prodigal outside of their own 
terr i tory; and Guazamota was on the frontier and 

*Mota-PadiUa, Conq. N. Gal., 45S-9. Other Indians were added in 1603, 
and in 1605 the ktng thanked Arciniega for his ser-vices. The same author 
relates that in 1613 father Miguel de Aranzú walked barefoot up the Sierra 
de lo3 Coras, meeting many natives under a one-eyed chieftain who said his 
name was Nayarit , thus originattng a name for the province and for the peo-
ple. I t is probable that the name did come from a native mler. According 
to Aposttílicos Afunr.-, 2, 9, it was from EI Naye, the first who attained to 
regal power. El Gran Nayar is another and, according to this author, more 
>-nIgar form. He however caUs the chief mler in 1616 EI Gran Nayarit. 
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not within the pass. F rom this time, the Franciscans 
seem to have had a station there.° 

I t was also in 1617 tha t Acaponeta was attacked 
and destroyed by a force said to have come from Du-
rango, and which seems to have incited a revolt of 
the natives in this region. Aid soon came from Gua-
dalajara and Guadiana however, and jDcace was re-
stored. I t is not unlikely that Arisbaba was in 
command of the reénforcement sent on this occasion, 
and tha t it was against the destroyers of Acaponeta 
tha t the alliance of the Gran Nayar i t was utilized. 
In 1667, and again a few years later, the Franciscans 
drew from Nayar i t some converts for their outside 
missions. According to a royal decree of 1673 the 
friars were to be aided in their efforts, but nothing 
more was done during the century.^ 

I n 1701 Captain Francisco Bracamonte, who seems 
to have been military commander on the frontier, had 
gained the friendship of the Nayari ts , and was even 
knowai as protector of the Gran Nayar. Governor 
Gutierre of Nueva Galicia now^ proposed to use his 
influence in the subjugation of their territory. Bra-
camonte, not without misgivings, accepted the offer, 
and with several priests, escorted by a dozen soldiers, 
set about his task. The Nayari ts were indignant at 
this action of their friend, and forbade all further ad-
vances. Foolishly Bracamonte was induced by his 
companions to go on and enter the pass known as El 
Simon. The result was that onl}- oiie of the ill-fated 
band escaped, badly wounded, the rest being slain 
with their commander.'' 

The natives now became more aggressive in their 
policy. In 1702 there were tumults on the frontier, 
duriiig which the Nayari ts not only sheltered fugitives, 

^ ApostoH'Os Afuiics, 2S-34; Alrgrr, Hist. Comp., iii, 197-8, Arlegui, 
Crcjn. Zu'-., 172, tclls us that his order first entered Nayarit in 1635, 

esce Jl'jt't-Pudillu, Cot j . X. (J'iL, 459, 
' The account <>f tliis occurrence 'm Ajiosfoliros Aj'm s, 34-5, is made up 

ti,,iii a written statement by the survivor, and from the testimony of some 
ludiaus who \\crc picscnt at tlie ina.^sacre. 

file:////crc
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but sent a force under the chief Tzomon to aid the 
malecontents. Depredations were committed from 
time to time; and though open rebellion was finally 
prevented on the west, the dissatisfaction spread east-
ward, and in 1703-4 as we are told by Arlegui, the 
Indians of the Tololotlan sierra rose, killed Captain 
Silva, their protector, threatened their curate, and 
stole everything within their reach. They were four 
thousand in number, held meetings at Nostic, and sur-
rounded Tlaltenango; but Count Santa Rosa marched 
against them with three hundred men from Zacate-
cas, and defeated them wûth considerable slaughter. 
Whether the Nayarits took any active part in this 
revolt we are not informed.^ 

The Nayarits, though often professing friendship 
or even submission on the border, allowed no white 
man to enter their province; and thus, by ttie weak-
ness of Spanish effort rather than by any achievement 
of their own, became day by day more firmly con-
vinced that they could not be conquered. Various 
attempts were made to reduce them, but with insuffi-
cient forces. Then a party of devoted Franciscans 
from Nueva Galicia started barefooted from Guada-
lajara for the dominions of the devil and Gran Nayar. 
But not even bare and saintly feet were permitted to 
enter there, and the sorrowing friars turned back 
from Guazamota, AII this occurred before 1709. 
The Nayarits, however, as proved later, were by no 
means invincible; all that was required for their 
reduction was a determined effort by a few hundred 
armed men.^ 

The time for decisive action had not yet arrived. 

^Arkgui, Cron. Zac, 89-90, 201. Mota-Padilla, Conq. N Gal., 459, gives 
the date of the defeat of Bracamonte—whom he calls Juan—in 1709. 

' The Jesuit chroniclers, like the author of the Society's Aposttílicos Afanes, 
or Apostolic Labors, though doubtless conversant with the facts, delight 
in exaggerating here as elsewhere the fruitless efforts of state and church to 
bring gentiles to law and faith before the task was undertaken by the com-
pany of Jesus, The Jesuits were, like other orders, zealous and able workers; 
but they also had the good fortune in several notable instances to undertake 
a diflBcuIt task, just when the government was ready to learn by past ex-
perience and adopt an effective policy. 
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Pursuan t to the recommendation of oidor Pacheco of 
Guadalajara, a royal decree of 1709 ordered both the 
viceroy and the audiencia to intrust the spiritual con-
quest of the savage district to the famous Franciscan 
friar Margil de Jesus. Delays occurred, and the plan 
of Padre Margil was not matured till 1711. His sug-
gestions were adopted and all needed aid promised, 
but he was instructed in case of failure to make care-
ful observations which might be useful in the future. 
The good friar, with his companion, F ray Luis Del-
gado Cervantes, and six frontier caciques, set out for 
Guazamota. The Naj^arit chief was notified of their 
intention, and permission to advance was denied. The 
Nayari ts would sooner die than become Christians. 
Still, Fa ther Margil pressed forward until stopped b}̂  
hostile demonstrations. No miracle took place to 
soften 4he barbarian's heart. The chief insultingly 
gave the friars for supper a fox-skin stuffed with 
straw, and retired with his men to the mountains. 
This was too much for Christian digestion; and sadly 
the w^ould-be apostles again turned back. By force 
alone could the gospel of peace be given to these 
obstinate heathen, and Fa ther _MargiI now came to 
tlie sensible conclusion that the next at tempt at con-
version should be rnade with the assistance of at least 
íi hundred well armed soldiers. Bu t this was expen-
sive, and Nayari t must wait.^^ 

The next expedition was accompanied by a member 
of the company of Jesus. Obstacles now began to dis-
appear, and compared with preceding attempts this 
one was almost a success. General Gregorio Matias 
de ]\IendioIa, wdth thir ty Spaniards, a hundred Ind-
ians, and some friars, arrived at Guazamota in 1715, 
carly in December. I n January 1716 the Nayarit 

' "Father Pablo Felipe "wrote a report of this embassy from which comes 
the information in Apiostolicos Afanes, 55-61. The date is made I7I0in A^ay-
aritus, ReL, 6, and Pedro Alvarez de Roa is named as protector in that year. 
In the saint's life, Jlargil, Xotizie, 67-72, it is stated that he was on the point 
of being killed during this joumey, but that God stmck terror into the hearts 
of the savages, thus saving his life. 
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chiefs allowed them to enter the pass, and the country 
was named, after the day, Provincia del Santo Nombre 
de Jesus. Passing across the San Pedro up a steep 
grade to a plateau, they were ceremoniously received 
by four hundred young warriors; further on they met 
the priests of the sun and Nayar i t nobility. They were 
greeted with the barbarous etiquette of the sierra 
tribes. The savages readily went through the forms 
of submission to the authority of Felipe V., but re-
fused to change their religion. 

Argument was in vain, and after several days of 
festivity the Spaniards noted some peculiarities of con-
duct on the par t of their hosts, which prompted them 
to retire with more alacrity than they had entered.^^ 

The mountaineers now^ became more haughty and 
daring than ever, until the tribes of the coast, tired 
of their continued outrages, assumed about 1718 a 
hostile at t i tude, attacked small parties which ventured 
out of the stronghold, and finally were able to cut off 
Nayar i t communication with the coast. Then came a 
new cédula urging as usual active measures for the 
breaking up of this last refuge of idolatry in Nueva 
Galicia. The viceroy put the matter into the hands 
of Mart in Verdugo de Haro , corregidor of Zacatecas, 
and the lat ter intrusted it to Juan de la Torre Valdés 
y Gamboa, a rich and popular citizen of Jerez, with 
the suggestion tha t a Nayar i t representative be in-
duced to visit Mexico. Circumstances were favorable, 
since the Nayari ts w^ere in great trouble about the 
cutting-off of their salt supply for consumption and 
trade. Pablo Felipe, native chief and governor at 
San Nicolás, exerted his diplomatic pow^ers in favor 
of Spanish interests, and, particularly in the interests 
of his friend Torre, easily persuaded the Indians tha t 
the viceroy alone could effectually redress their wrongs, 
tha t a personal application to tha t official was essential, 

'̂  A letter to the bishop, Febmary 25, 1716, by Father Solchaga, who ac-
companied this expedition as chaplain, is the authority given in Apostúiicos 
Afanes, 63-73; it is followed in Akgre, fíist. Comp., iii. 199-201. Other 
WTÍters do not mention Mendiola's expedition. 
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and that Juan de la Torre was the man above all others 
to accompany their embassy to Mexico and take charge 
of their interests. 

Accordingly the tonati, or giiestlacatl, that is to say 
the chief,-''̂  notified Torre of his purpose to visit him 
with fifty of his subjects for consultation. The viceroy 
was notified of this intended visit by a letter of the cor-
regidor dated November 25,1720,^'^at a time when Juan 
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^' Called also Tonat, Tonatin, Tonatiuh, Tonali, Nayarit, Nayerit, Nayar, 
Naye, Giiestlacalt, Guactlaco, and Gueitlacal. 

*^NayaritcLS, Relacion de ía Conquista de la Provincia de los Nayaritas en 
d Reyno de la Xucca E.<j>aãa, (jue consiguicron las Armas de su Jlagestad d 
principios dc c.stc uiio Je 1722, Madrid (ahout 1723), sm. 4to, 30 p. This is a 
report dated Madrid, Oct. 6, 1722, apparently made to, and by order of, the 
king, by a writer whose name is not given. I t is a little volume of consider-
ahle historical value which has now become very rare, 

Another important authority on the final conquest is the Gacetas de Mex-
ico, a seiial publication, or newspaper, begun by Dr. Juan Ignacio de Casto-
iciia y Ursúa at the beginning of 1722, just in time to include in the first 
numbers for January-April of that year, the news from Nayarit. Theae old-
est numbers were reprinted in Doc Il'ist. Mex., série ii, iv. Of the series 
from 1784 to 1821 I have a complete set in my library. 
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Berrotaran was negotiating for the conduct of the en-
terprise, having offered to raise two hundred men for 
forty days at his own cost; but he immediately ap-
pointed Torre capitan protector of Nayarit, with four 
hundred and fifty pesos per year for his expenses, and 
an allowance of two or three hundred with which to 
entertain the embassy.-^* This according to Mota-
Padilla was on December lOth, and at the appointed 
time the tonati with his fifty companions arrived at 
Jerez. Every attention was shown them, both here 
and at Zacatecas where they soon weiit with their pro-
tector. The devil, fearing to be forced from his last 
Galician intrenchments, circulated a report that the 
tonati's companions were not Nayarits at all, but 
apostate frontiersmen. This not being credited, he 
worked upon the fears of the Indians themselves, so 
that twenty-five of the fifty on one excuse or another 
returned home. The rest followed their ruler to 
Mexico, where they arrived under the escort of Cap-
tain Torre and Captain Santiago Bioja, in February 
1721.^' 

The visitors were entertained in the metropolis 
with the attention and pomp due their rank, hospi-
talities being measured somewhat by what the Span-
iards hoped to gain, They created no little sensation 
among all classes, and were themselves suitably im-
pressed, though we are told they were successful in 
concealing their wonder. A t their first audience for 
the transaction of business, perhaps on March 16th, 
each of the native nobles, kneeling, presented to the 
viceroy an arrow, and the tonati offered his wand and 
a crown of feathers, all in token of submission. In 
return the marquis Valero expressed thanks, pardoned 
past delinquencies, and received a written memorial 
containing the Nayarit grievances. A t the second 

" So say Mota-PadiIIa and the Relacion. According to Aposttílkos Afanes 
Torre was appointed before the negotiations for a 'visit to Mexico, 

1* ViIIa-Senor, Teairo, ii. 268-9; Dicc Univ., x. 834. Cavo, TresSighs, ii, 
115-17; and Re-villa Gigedo, Informe, 467, make the date of the visit to 
Mexico 1718. 
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audience Viceroy Valero, after granting all the me-
morial asked for, gave his attention to the spiritual 
wants of the applicants, delivering orally and in writ-
ing a most eloquent and convincing argument in favor 
of the adoption of a new and better faith. The poor 
Indians were somewhat confused, but they could not 
answer the viceregal logic, and were understood to 
assent, and to call for 'black padres,' as they termed 
the Jesuits , to instruct their people. The archbishop 
entertained and blessed his prospective converts; and 
the Jesui t provincial, being assured of non-interfer-
ence of other orders in Nayari t , named on March 19th 
fathers Juan Tellez Jiron and Antonio Arias Ibarra 
as missionaries for the new field. H e even made a 
strong effort to convert and baptize the tonati then 
and there ; but the latter did not deem it a conven-
ient season, owning tha t were he baptized his people 
would probably kill him. H e had no yearnings for 
martyrdom, but at last agreed to submit to the rite at 
Zacatecas, a city he was subsequently very careful to 
avoid. 

The treaty, by the terms of which the Nayarits 
were to be protected in all their rights on condition 
of rendering allegiance to Spain and admitting Jesuit 
instructors, w âs confirmed in a council Iield March 
20th.^'' The party soon started for the north, Torre 
as governor with authority to recruit troops—called 
f(jr b)' the tonati himself, wdio dared not return with-
out tlieir protection—and to draw^ on the treasury at 
Zacatecas for the neces.sary funds. Now the tonati's 
retil troubles began. I n fact the royal representative 
of the sun lost his wits in Mexico, and promised 

^^ReviIIa Cigedo in his report of 1793, Informe, 467, gives the conditions 
of the treaty more fully thau auy other. According to this authority the 
tonati was to be sustained as lord of his country, his rights and titles to 
de^ccnd to his successois; his subjects were never to pay tribute nor to ac-
knowledge any superior judgcs save the viceroy; the privilege of obtaining salt 
from Acaponcta and Nexcatitlan free from all tax was guaranteed; and re-
bellious Na\a i i t s in the future were to be brought gently back to the path 
of duty. Frcjt s gives date of treaty May 20th. His account of Nayarit 
conquest is tncomplete and even inaccurate, fíist. Br've, 150-5. 
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more than popular feeling at home would permit him 
to perform. This he realized more and more as the 
day of meeting with his people drew near, and his 
companions began to be free in the expression of their 
views and fears. He became nervous and change-
able; intending at first perhaps to fulfil his pledges, 
else he w^ould hardly have asked for a military force; 
but finally overcome by his fears, especially wheii 
warned by one of his old men respecting the popular 
discontent and the plots of a rival chieftain, Gua-
mocat. A t Jerez he managed to escape from his 
Spanish escort, and hurried home to explain his pol-
icy, regain his impaired influence, and prepare for 
defence.- '̂' 

Some months were now spent by the governor in 
preparations at Zacatecas and Jerez, where obstacles 
were throwm in his w ây from the first by persons who 
liked not to hear their old companion addressed as 
governor and general. These mischief-makers had 
much to say of the foolhardiness of the expedition; 
and then raised doubts as to the validity of some of 
Torre's papers, thus confusing the treasury officials 
and necessitating a hasty trip of Captain Bioja to 
Mexico. In June, however, all was declared satisfac-
tory; the joroper orders were isstied; and after seven-
teen citizens had raised 40,000 pesos fôr the depleted 
treasury, the enlistment flag bearing the holy image of 
Christ was raised on the 29th of June.^^ One hun-
dred men were to be raised and to receive each four 
hundred pesos. Captain Kioja enlisted fifty at Zaca-
tecas and Captain Alonso de la Reina y Narvaez 
another company of fifty at Jerez. One hundred 

1'Mota-Padilla, Conq. X. GaL, 472-4, and Villa-Senor, Teatro, ii, 268-9, 
state tha t the tonati did not leave the Spaniards until the latter had entered 
Nayarit, when accordiug to the former he Avas sent in advance, or as the latter 
says fled, taking with him a large part of the company's property! 

18 From Nayaritas, Rel., 8-9, it would appear though vaguely that some 
of the delay may have arisen from the fact that Torre called on the treasury 
for more men than had been spectfied in Mexico. He said he had 800 Indians 
enlisted and wanted money to pay 200 soldiers. The names of the 17 con-
tributors to the fund are given. 

HlBT. MEX., VOL. III. 21 
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Indian allies were also enlisted. Fa ther Jiron had 
accompanied the embassy from Mexico, and father 
Ibarra now came down from Nueva Vizcaya. The 
Jesuits were allowed nine hundred and eighty-four 
pesos for sacred utensils, and an additional sum for 
clothing and gifts with which to conciliate the natives. 

Jus t as the army w âs about to march, Governor 
Torre was stricken with a serious brain trouble, 
resulting from j^ast anxiety, and amounting almost to 
insanity. The viceroy w âs notified of the calamity, 
but before any reply was received the governor recov-
ered his health and marched wdth his men to Huaju-
quilla, perhaps in July or August. Nothing had been 
heard froiii Nayar i t ;bu t now^ came conflicting rumors 
from dwellers on the frontier respecting the tonati's 
intentions. Cristôbal Gerônimo, a friendly Cora, was 
sent forward, but the Nayari ts demanded more time 
before giving any definite reph". In the mean while 
news of Torre's malady reached the viceroy and orders 
came north for Count Laguna to take command. 
Considerable correspondence and delay ensued, and 
hnally the count came to Huajuquilla, where he found 
that , although the commander was still afflicted at 
intervals, yet it would cause dissatisfaction for him to 
assume command, since many of the officers and men 
had enlisted merely from friendship to Torre. H e 
therefore decided to let the governor go on, btit to 
remain himself as colonel on the frontier to be prepared 
ibr any emergency. The little army set out for 
Nayari t on the 26th of September. 

The distance was thirty leagues over a difficult and 
dangerous way. Fording a large river called Cha-
j)alagama and climbing a steej) grade they entered 
EI Pinal, where oii October Ist they met Gerénimo 
with a message to theeffect that the Spaniards might 
come to the pass and in a designated spot await fur-
ther communications. Next day 'they said mass at 
Angel de la Guarda, looked from the summit upon the 
promised land—"fit only for apostates or apostles," 



BATTLE OF TEAURITE. 323 

and later known as the Nayar i t hell—and descended 
to the rendezvous in the pass. The spot was unfavoi'-
abl(D both for comfort and defence; many Indians vis-
ited the camp in pretended friendliness, but tlio rtilers 
did not make their appearance. The govcrnor went 
in jDcrson to meet a band of two hundred warriors at 
a ranchería near by, and was ordered by an apostate 
chief, Cucut, the Serpent, to leave the eonntry since 
the tonati's acts in ]\Iexico v.ould not be ratified bv 

tj 

the people. When Torre refused to comply, tbe In-
dians j^retended to listen to his arguments, l)eeanie 
very friendly, and even held out boj)es ol' submis-
sion in the near future. Durino' the next few da' s 

O K' 

smoke signals were seen in all directions; Nayar i t 
spies, including Melchor and Alonso, two of the lead-
ing chiefs, came to inspect the Spanish canij^; aiid 
other sj)ies sent out by Torre reported a j)lan to 
assemble for forinal homaafc, and havini> arrani''ed the 

O ' O O 

warriors advantageously to attack at a given signal.'^ 
A council of w âr decided upon a retreat to Peyotlan, 
five leagues from the jDass. The Indians treaclierousi}' 
protested against the change, promising e\erytbing, 
and the govcrnor was inclined to credit their j)romÍNes; 
but his men, and esjoecially the native allies, insisted. 
The Spaniards remained at Pe^^otlan froin the l l t h 
to the 19th of October, freqtiently vi.sited by Nayari ts , 
who declared that the nation awaited only the coming 
of the toiiati to stibmit. 

Meantime tha t dignitary was in council w^th the 
elders at the ranchería of El Portero. H e was ojo-
posed to war, and favored tlie admission of at least the 
padres, but was induced to leave the whole matter to 
the old men. Their decision was to name Coaxata, or 
Guasta, as a rendezvous, and to attack the SjDaniards 
on the way thi ther at tlie Teaurite pass where the 
trail crossed a stream. This was on the 17th, and two 

1** According to Nayaritas, ReL, 10, the waming came on October lOth, and 
the attack was planned for October 16th. This writer speaks of a change of 
camp but does not name Peyotlan. Mota-PadiIIa, Conq. N. Gal., 473-4, says 
nothing of a retreat before the battle. 
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days later Torre marched for Coaxata. The battle 
took place o n t h e ^Oth;-" it was not an unexpected 
attack by ambushed foes, since the Spaniards were 
forew^arned. The hills swarmed with natives; the Na-
varit chief stood in sio^Iit directinof his men wliere the 
«. O O 

jiadres went uj) to erabrace him, and the army inade 
no sj^ecial effort to retire, notwithstanding the unfa-
viirable nature of the spot for afiglit. The Christians 
were enveloj^ed in a cloud of arrow s, but soon learned 
thcy had nothing to fear; the arrows fell harmless, 
only scratching slightly seven or eight men. Santiago 
with his heavenly corps was jDlainly visible to the sav-
age patriots, fighting for the invaders; and after an 
hour's ineffectual figlit Alonso retired with a loss of 
fortv or fiftv warriors, and devoted his whole atten-
tion thereafter to the defense of the mesa. The 
Spaiiiards having come to take possession in accord-
ance with joast promises rather than to conquer, did 
not (lcLVii their foree sufficient to follow up the victory, 
and retired to Peyotlan. This is the Jesuit version; 
according to ^NIota-PadiIIa the glorious victory was a 
(•efeat. and the Spaniardswdth difficulty escaped with 
thcii' lives,^^ 

Do.rino: the remaining^ months of 1721, fortifications 
O O •' ^ 

were strengthened at Peytolan, the presidio bcing 
called appíirently San Juan ; while the friars gathered 
about one hundred natives,baptized them,and founded 
tliere the pueblo of Santa Tvita, Govcrnor Torre re-
p. î ted to the vicero}', a-ivcd for aid and instructions, 
and at tlie same time called upon Jerez and Zacatecas 
for temjioi'aiy i eenforcements wdth which to hold liis 
po>ition and check threatening movements in the 
í'rontier towiis, Fií'ty men were at once enlisted un-
der Captain Nicolás Escobedo aiid Nicolás Caldera, 

îOAlcgre, IIî.<t. Comp. Jcsus, iii. 201-6, says Oct. 26th, and Mota-PadiIIa 
makcs it Oct. 3d. 

^^(Joiiq. X. C'tl., 47.'>-4. He makcs the date Oct. 3d, and speaks of 24 cap-
iivc=;. In the R'h"ioii, 10, it is s ta tc l that Torre was attacked suddenlyby 
500 men in ambush, aud tluit after an hour's hard fighting both parties retired. 
This version is amedium betwetíii the othersaud is perhapsthe most reliable. 
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and sent to PcA'otlan where thev remained a month 
t xJ 

or more.^ Communication with the Nayari ts on the 
mesa was not rare. Negotiations, of which the de-
tails are complicated and need not be repeated, took 
much the same course with mtich the same results as 
before the battle. Many of the chiefs were fiee with 
their promises, but never quite ready to jierform. 
Torre called upon them rejDcatedly to submit, but was 
not ready to enforce his order, and always granted 
the few days' delay required. On the mesa a sraall 
par ty with the tonati still opposed resistance; but 
a plot was formed to kill the tonati and put another 
in his place. The plot failed, partly because the rival 
chieftain was captured by the Spaniards in one of 
their raids to the foot of the mesa. 

In Mexico, though it was resolved to prosecute the 
war, it was deemed unsafe to trust the command 
longer to Torre, a return of whose malady might 
cause disaster at the very moment of success. Juan 
Flores de San Pedro'^ was made governor, and Torre 
was summoned to Mexico. The order came on De-
cember 8th, and the new commander, marching from 
Villanueva on the 24th, arrived on the 4th or 5th of 
January 1722, at the camp of San Juan,'^ with sixty 
men, three hundred horses, and a large store of sup-
plies. Captain Escobedo and his men seem to have 
returned at about the same time. Torre gave up the 
command and started for ^NIexico.'^ 

Governor Flores lost no time in notifying the 

*' The names of citizens who contributed to the fimd of 8.39 pesos are given 
in Nayarítas, ReL, 13-17. Capt, Escobedo raised his company at his own 
cost, 

'•''So called in A]>"Stôlicos Afaties, 148; Gaceta:< de Mex., Jan. I7'22, and 
Nayarítas, ReL, 16. Mota-Padilla, ('•'i>q. X. Cal., 474, and Re-villa Gigedo, 
Informe, ^ 7 , call him Juan Flores de la Torre, a descendant of the second 
govemor of S'. Galicia. Mota-PadiIIa attributes Torre's insanity to his defeat, 
and accordingly represents the correspondence -with Count Laguna as having 
taken place while the anny was at Peyotlan. 

^* Called Santiago Teyotan in the Caceta< de Mex. 
'^*The Gaceta de Jlex. for Jan. 1722 contains the notice that Capt. Rioja 

had arrived with news of the battle, and that Torre was expected soon. The 
number for Feb, announces Torre's arrival, The force brought by Flores is 
gi\ en by Mota-PadiUa as 60; by the Afanes as 70; and by the Relacion as 16. 
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Nayari ts of his appointment, of his intention to take 
imraediate j)ossession, and of his desire to receive at 
onee the i)romised alleø-iance. After a not verv suc-
eessful resort to their former dilatory tactics, they 
íbimally announced on January 13th their purpose 
to defend the raesa, Thereupon Flores, wdio had al-
ready sent out exjjcditions in different directions to 
elose all avenues of escajjc, began active operations on 
the 14th, Dividing his force he marched in person 
with fifty soldiers and many Indians via Guainamarus, 
\\h(.re he began the foundation of Santa Teresa,^ 
witli three hundred natives, making a long détour to 
attaek the mesa from the west. Escobedo with a 
like force took a shorter w ây to the eastern base. 
This jolan of attack by divided forces w âs not, as the 
Jestiit chronicler justly observes, a very wise one; 
but it resulted in no harm, save to the governor him-
>elf, who was perhaps deprived by it of the personal 
honors of the victory. 

Escobedo had orders to march slowdy so as to as-
sault the mesa on January I7th, simultaneously with 
Flores from the opposite side; but he arrived on the 
lã th , and could not resist the temptation to begin 
opeiations at once. The Indians of the mesa del 
Cangrejo adjoining tha t of the Tonati were induced 
t(i offer no resistance, and to abide by the result if 
their neighbors were vanquished. On the morning 
of the 16th Escobedo's force began the ascent, and 
reached the summit late in the afternoon, having left 
the horses half way up, with a guard. Authori ty is 
not w^anting to warrant the historian in giving to the 
Nayari ts a valiant defence, terminated perhaps by a 
leaj) down the precijDÍce of the few who escaped Spanish 
bullets. The Jesuit historian pictures a terrible con-
flict as Escobedo's men fought the i rway inch by inch 
uj) the narrow, steep, and tortuous trail, over suc-

*̂ Called Santa Teresa de Miraflores, from Teresa, his wife's name, and 
Flores, his own, Jlota-Padilla, (Jonq. X. GaL, 478, According to the Rela.-
cioii, 17, he arrived here on the l tli; the pueblo was named Santa Gertrudi* 
and the presidio Santa Tcresa. 
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cessive lines of artificial as well as natural defences, 
enveloped in clouds of arrows and showers of stones 
hurled from slings, and above all impeded continually 
by immense masses of rcck which w^ere precipitated 
from the cliff and dashed large trees into sjjlinters as 
they passed! Others assert that not one of the assail-
ants, and but one or two of the defenders, were in-
jured—w^hich is somew-hat absurd unless with the 
chronicler we can regard the proceeding as miraculous; 
for Santiago fought with the Sjjaniards, and against 
him human missiles could not prevail. I t must be 
confessed, that in the light of their reputed bravery 
and the strength of their position, the Nayari ts made 
but a sorry show of resistance or heroism. 

The author of the Afanes admits that an accidental 
turning aside into a by-path near the top materially 
aided the assailants and deranged the plans of the 
enemy. Following this writer, Escobedo took pos-
session of the mesa on the afternoon of the 16th; 
the enemy fled after one of their bravest leaders, 
Tahuitole,'-' liad fallen in a last desperate and single-
handed charge, and Governor Flores arrivcd next 
morning, to find the victory won, and to chide the 
victor for his haste. Mota-Padilla, however, with 
little to say of hard fighting, tells us that Escobedo 
did not quite reach the summit on the first day, and 
tha t the Nayari ts ran away when they heard of 
another force approaching from the west; so that 
when Flores next morning prepared for an assault, 
he found no foe save a few warriors forming a kind of 
rear-guard to the flying masses, One of this number 
was Tlahuitole, who was slain by Flores' men. Im-
mediate pursuit into the barrancas was impracti-
cable.^^ 

Wi th the occupation of the mesa the conquest of 

2" Writ ten also Taguitole, Talmitole, Tlaquilote, and Taquiloe, 
'•'̂  The liciucion, 17-18, gives only a general account, stating that both at-

tackiug parties were miraculously protected. The Gaceta for Feb, does not 
.'iav whicli party reached the summit first, but seems to have confused the 
tv,"o iiarties, apparently making Escobedo command the western division 
undcr Florts, while the other was under captains Reina and Muro, 
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Na^ar i t practically ends. There was no further op-
position meriting the name even in comparison wdth 
past events; neither do subsequent developments re-
quire more than a general glance here. The attention 
of the Christians was first turned to the destruction 
of temples on the mesa, with all their paraphernalia of 
idolati'}'. Evil influences w^ere exorcised, though not 
easily, by the zealous conjurations of the friars; a 
teraporary structure for mass was erected without de-
lay; and the bones of the first Nayar were sent with 
other relics and trophies to Mexico.^^ The new prov-
ince in accordance with the viceroy's wish was called 
Nuevo Reino de Toledo, because he attributed the 
successftil conquest largely to the image of our lady 
worshijDped in the cathedral of Toledo. Flores w âs 
made comandante of the territorv he had won as 
lieutenant of the captain-general. The natives on the 
adjoining Mesa del Cangrejo^" had kept their promise, 
merely rolling down a few stones where they could do 
no harm and making some noise during the battle in 
order to make a good showing in case the Spaniards 
were defeated. They now^ came in and offered their 
submission, and other rancherías followed their exam-
ple, Soldiers were despatched in every direction, and 
the whole native population was gradually subdued, 
though not without considerable difficulty and delay 
by reason of the abundance of almost inaccessible 
hiding-jjlaces long frequented by apostates.^^ 

The missionaries were as usual earnest and indus-
trious; the military guard at first sufficient; and the 
local troubles and partial revolts less frequent and 
serious than might have been anticijDated froni the 

^ T h e trophies arrived in Mexico Feb. 12, 1722, where they were buraed 
with great ceremony for the good of the faith, Gacetas de JJex., Feb, 1722, 
This author calls the temple IluciCalU, the imageof the sun worshipped ini t 
J'miuti, and the Gran Nayari whose bones were sent to Mexico Guayco or 
' thirih' Mota-Padilla calls the temple Culiguci. 

^"Their chief iscalled (L'anírrejo in liclacion, 20, 
^' Mota-Padilla gives more importance to these various expeditions than 

iloes thc author of the Aj'ancs, and represents tlic soldiers' sufferings as very 
grcat from exposure, scorpions, etc. According to Nayaritas, Relacion, a 
hianciscan friar, P. Arroyo, accompanied the army. 
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character of the people. Already a presidio of San 
Juan , and a pueblo, or mission, of Santa Bi ta had been 
established at Peyot lan; and preparations had been 
made for a pueblo of Santa Teresa at Guaimarus in 
the north.^^ Now^ the pueblo of Trinidad and presidio 
of San Francisco Javier de Valero were founded on 
the mesa, as capital of the province, with Fa the r Tellez 
in charge; in the north were founded the pueblo of 
Santa Gertrudis^^ and the presidio of San Salvador el 
Verde; while on the river were located Jesus María 
and San Francisco de Paula.^* 

Governor Flores left Nayar i t in March to visit his 
hacienda, not returning until the end of May. Dur-
ing his absence there were some disturbances; many 
Indians ran away to join a rebellious band under 
Alonso at the ranchería of Santiago; and a party 
searching for mines was attacked, by its own fault, 
and one nian lost. On the comandante's return, how-
ever, with reénforcements, and with two padres, José 
Bautista Lopez and José Mesa, order was restored, 
and Alonso soon gave up the useless struggle. A 
new establishment of San Ignacio was founded at 
Guainamota^^ under Captain Rioja and Fa ther Mesa. 
I n Ju ly Flores made an expedition into the territory 
of the Tecualmes and Coras, and with natives of these 
tribes founded San Juan Bautista and San Pedro on 
the Bio de San Pedro. Of all the fugitives, an 
apostate female leader named Juana Burro held out 
longest against the Spaniards; but she at last yielded 
to gospel influence and muskets. The comandante 
was now absent again for a year or more; but all went 
well with the missions, the new one of Kosario being 

'^Co^mamams, Guaimaruzi, or Coaymams. I t was about 20 leagues north-
west of the mesa. 

^̂  According to Relacion, 17, 20, Sta Teresa was the presidio and Sta Ger-
tmdis the pueblo, and they were stx leagues apart. 

'^The Relacion, 27, states that the presidio of San Juan Bautista ^ a s 
afterward moved to Jesus María, Mota-PadiIIa, Conq. A'. Gal., 480, says a 
pueblo of Guadalupe was founded in February, 12 I. east of the mesa. The 
Relacion, 20, says it was on the mesa 12 leagues from the real. 

'^At Guazamota according to Dicc. Univ,, x. 18, 
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founded, and fathers Urbano de Covarrubias, Cristobal 
Lauria, and Manuel Fernandez being added to the 
Jesuit force. 

Flores came back to Nayar i t at the end of 1723, 
and new troubles soon arose, resulting in the tempo-
rary abandonment of Trinidad and Santa Gertrudis, 
tlie burning of the churches at Bosario and Santa 
Teresa, and the death of one of the leading allies of the 
Spaniards named Luna. Aid w âs sent, however, from 
different quarters, and quiet restored without much 
difficulty, I t is said tha t iione of the missions re-
volted on this occasion unless the padre w âs absent. 
Perfect safety was secured before ]\larch, when Flores 
returned wåth a body of fugitives whom he had pur-
sued into Durango. 

Tiie tonati does not seeni to have been a very im-
portant j^ersonage in these latter days. H e wandered 
for sonie time, a fugitive even from his own people, 
until eaptured by the Spaniards in 1722. H e was 
bajitized in 1725, when the visitador Bivera stood as 
godfathcr to this relic of Nayari t royalty. Bivera 
found neai'I}^ four thousand Indians in ten settlements, 
all in excellent condition; and when in 1728 the bishop 
came on a pastoral visit he was delighted with his 
reception and w ith the progress of the converts.^^ 

Indeed from this time, so far as the record shows, 
the Nayarits were model eonverts, attached to their 
teaehers, living quietly in their settlements, and all 
the moreorderly doubtless because feŵ  Spaniards ever 
had occasion to visit their mountain homes. Tbe 
mi.^.sions were still flourishing in 1767 under seven 
Jesuits, who were expelled with their order.^' They 

^̂  Alcgre speaks of 5,000 pesos distrihuted to pay for damagcs during thc 
conquest; he also mentions difficulties iu 1729 caused by the bad character of 
the soldiers scnt to thc , ountiy. ///.s/. Cotnj),, iii. '227-8, 238-9. I t is stated, 
however, hy .Mota-PadiUa, writing tu 1742, that the people had gi\en no 
ti<,nhle since the coinpicst, and that the military governors might well be 
dispen>cd with. ('ong. X. (Jul., 510, In 1725 a presidio with .38 soldiers was 
stiU k c p t u p . ViHi.L-Sritor, Trufro, ii. 270. In 1752 a real de miuas was e,s-
tablished at Bola os aud part of Xayari tbrought under a coriegidor, lit.<trtic-
rioii \'iri; rs. 44-."7. 

3'The seveu nitssious iu 17,17 v.ere Sauta Rita, Santa Tcresa, Saii Pedto, 
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were then with their settlements turned over to the 
Franciscans of Nueva Galicia. The principal mission 
on the mesa was transferred on February Ist, the 
same day the Jesuits left. All the missions were re-
ported to be in a lamentable condition as to the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of the natives, wdio re-
ceived no religious instruction. absented themselves at 
will, and worshipped their idols unmolested, so tha t it 
was necessarv to use force in order to brino- in whole 

*' O 

families living thus, A t the time the Tecualmes of 
San Pedro Iscatan still sjDoke thcir native tongue; 
but this was entirely lost before 1785, when they used 
the mixed Mexican and Spanish spoken in most of 
the New Spain missions. A t the other Nayari t mis-
sions the Indians were Coras,^ 

The province was garrisoned by a company of about 
fort}' soldiers, under a comandante who was at the 
same time protector of tlie Indians, and who not in-
frequently misused his power to oppress the natives. 
I t is said the Jesuits had been so lenient with their 
flock tha t under their résrime the Indians onlv con-
fessed in articido mortis, and most frequently through 
interpreters. If the Franciscans applied more strin-
geiit measures, it is not shown that they made more 
progress than their predecessors; in 1789 onh' twelve 
friars were enCTaofcd in missionarv work in Navarit,^^ 

O O ^ V • 

nor do the records show how long the garrison or 
missions were continued.*^ 
Jesus María, Trinidad, Guainamota, and Rosario. Comp. de Jesus, Catáhgo. 
Villa-Senor, J'ecdro, ii, 271, in 1745 adds the following names: San Joaquin, 
•Santa Maria, San Lúcas, Dolores, and Tecualmes. Orozco y Berra, Geog., 
279-80, adds San Juan Corapa, Santa Fé, and San Diego, 

'^- Xavarro, Jlisioiies de Xayarit, in Pinart, Col. Doc. Jlex., 467-80, This 
author, who was one of the Franciscans to whom the missions were transferred, 
states that each had its ranchos of homed cattle, horses, mules, goats, and 
sheep, AII that belonged to the missions had been placed in deposit 'with 
Joaquin Hemandez Solis, a minero matriculado of the real of Tenamachi, 
who sold everythtng -without rendering an account to the royal treasury. He 
tumed over to the Franciscans only the empty mission buildings without furni-
ture or utensils of any kind; even the standing crops had been sold, so the 
friars were obliged to bu\' maize for their suhsistence. 

^^Soc Jltx. Geog., B'oletin, 2da ép.. i. 572. 
*" The principal authorities cousulted on matters treated in this chapter 

have been quoted in separatc uotes. From certain passages iu the Apostolicos 
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Afanes, I infer that the author was the friar in charge of Santa Rita and 
Jesus María from a date somewhat earlier than 1728, that he -wrote much of 
his work at Santa Rita, tha t his name was probably Joseph Ortega, and that 
the part of his narrative relating to Nayarit was largely founded on a manu-
script from the pen of father Antonio Arias de Ibarra, Frejes, however, 
speaks of father Fluvia as the author. H'ist. Breve, 20. Of the three parts 
Avhich make up the volume the first is entitled Jlciravilhsa reduccion y con-
quista de I<i Provincia de San Joseph del Gran Xayar, Xuevo Reino de Toledo, 
íilling 25 chapters and 223 pages. I t is therefore the leading authority for 
the present chapter of iny work, Mota-Padilla's Conq. N. Gcd., 271-2, 319, 
458-67, 510, written ten years carlier thau the Afanes, and not consulted by 
tlie author of that work, contains some information not included in the Jesuit 
rccord, and is hardly second to it as an authority. Alegre, fíist. Comp., iii. 
196-239, gives a very full account of the subject, following the Afanes pretty 
closely, and his version is repeated in Dicc Univ. Geog., x, 10-18, 834, Ar-
legui, Cron. Zac, 89-90, 172-3, 201, and Arricivita, Crcm. Seráf, 88-92, nar-
rate the acts of the Franciscans in the Nayarit region. 
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PBOGEESS OF THE COLONIES, 

A T the close of the sixteenth century Nuevo Leon, 
as will be remembered, was rtded by the lieutenant-
governor, Diego de Montemayor. The records tell us 
ht t le or nothing about the progress of the country 
during his term of office, and after 1611 his name dis-
appears, I t is uncertain whether he left the province 
or died there, and only the names of his two sons, 
Diecro and Miofuel, are mentioned. Meanwhile, the 
Spanish settlers seem to have increased in number, 
spreading toward the adjoining province of Coahuila, 
where an active trade was carried on with the aborig-
ines. From this time also until 1628,^ when Mart in 
de Zavala w âs appointed to office, nothing worth}^ of 
note is recorded concerning the province. This ruler 

1 In 1613 Agustin de Zavala appears upon the scene as govemor, ap-
pointed by Viceroy Guadalcázar. He is said to have been a wise mler, his 
pmden t measures serving to check the occasional aggrcssions of the nativcs. 
H e was succeeded in 1625 by lieutenant-govemor and captain-general Juan 
Ruiz, a t tomey of the audiencia of Mexico, 

(333) 
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made himself consj)icuous by his harsh treatment of 
the natives, forcing them as soon as converted, or even 
before, into the congregas, or congregations, established 
by ^lontema^'or. The law^s regarding the formation 
of encomiendas were now so stringently enforced that 
of neeessity some means had to be devised to elude 
them in order to retain the benefits derived from com-
j)uls(^)i'y Indian labor. The difference between the 
('ongrcga and encomienda existed only in name, but 
under the former system the law was evaded, wbile 
an at tempt was thus made to delude the natives by 
the abolition of the obnoxious appellation formerly 
in use, 

The immediate result of Zavala's policy was a gen-
eral uprising of the natives, which it required more 
than eight years to master. A decisive battle in 
1637 restored j)eace to the country for a t ime; but a 
great numl)er of natives had taken refuge in the 
sierras of Tamaulipas whence at intervals they con-
tintied to harass the Spauish settlers, During two 
eenttiries Nuevo Leon was seldom free from alarm. 
The missionaries in vain exerted themselves to restore 
])eace; in vain did the viceroys send trooj)s, settlers, 
and nioney; in vain did the venerable Margil de 
Ji'sus labor to check the outrages of the Sj)aniards 
and to bring the Indians into subjection. The strife 
continued; and though the natives were the greatest 
sufíeîcrs, in course of time, esjDCCÍall}̂  during the 
sccond half of the seventeenth and the early part of 
the eighteenth century, many of the Sj)anish settle-
ment^ were destroyed by the natives or abandoned by 
the colonists.2 

^Such was tho fate of Tanguanchin, Laxa, Jaumave, PalmiUas, Monte Al-
veinc, Santa Clara, Bueuaventura, Bernardino, and others, Prieto, Ilist. 
Tinitutil., 84-5. Síjin,. friars who subsequently investigated the matter 
found tliat all this ruiu had been caused by the iniquities of the Spaniards, 
Among the settlements which had spmng up before the middle of the 18th 
century were Pesqueira, Sauto Catarina, Saliuas, Boca de Leones, the pre-
sidio of Cerralvo, ÍSabinas, the Tablas, and Agualeguas missions, Cadereita, 
Huajuco, Pilon, the Mota inission. Linares, San Autonio do los Llanos, the 
presidios of Sauta Eugracia and Lampazos, Labradores, and others. 
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In 1700 there were in Nuevo Leon five avuntami-
entos, fourteen alcaldías mavores.and the same number 
of capitanías. After a season o/ comparative quiet, 
affairs were broucfht to a climax in 1712 bv the secu-
larization of the missions and curacies by order of 
Bishop Diego Camacho y Avila. In consequence of 
this impolitic measure the natives rose, and the insur-
rection assumed such a general character that it sj^rcad 
not only over Ntievo Leon, but over all the neighbor-
ing provinces, carrying devastation even far into 
Querétaro. From 1709 to 1715 the Indians in those 
regions are said to have killed over a thousand Spanish 
settlers,^ I t was conceded by this time tha t the 
whole system of colonization in Nuevo Leon was a 
failure. 

In 1715 Francisco BarbadiIIo was appointed gov-
ernor of the province bv Vicerov Linares, and com-
missioned to investigate the cattses of the di^turbance. 
On his arrival a t ^lonterev this officer, who is hiírhlv 

i ' O • 

commended by the chroniclers of his time,j-)roceeded to 
organize a company nf motinted militia, f a- tlie pro-
tection of the settlers,* His next stej) was to strike 
at the root of the evil bv abolishino- the eoncrreoas, 

X, O O O •' 

thotigh he was bitterly ojDposed in this measure by the 
Spanish settlers; at tlie same time he founded with 
some five thousand Indian families from the western 
sierra of Tamaulipas—to-day known by the nanie of 
San Cárlos—independent native settlements and mis-
sions.^ The settlers were provided with cattle. farming 

' l n April 1713 Govemor Francisco Mier y Torre commissioned the cx-
govemor, Tre'vino, to enter intû negotiations for peace \̂ i th the Indians, but 
whde thus engaged his whole pai-ty was massaered. More stringent ir.easiires 
were then dictated by a council of war, Init they were also ineffectual, iJon-
zaitz, C:L Doc X. l'.on. 3S-40. 

* T h i s w a s a light cavalry troop reci-uited from aui.ng thc settlers. and 
maintained by pro rata contributions of the c^h.nists. This was the first 
instance in which tiie settlers were required to pay anj- tax for the expenses 
of govemment, SeeP/'i'. o, fíist. TimauL, S:—€>. 

^Among them Guadalupe. near Monterey, with 1,000 families; CcuLep 
cion and Purificacion on the margins of the Pilon. with 600 families each. A 
great number of families was also apportioned to the different s ttlements 
already established, GonzaJez, CoL Doc X. Leon, 46-7: Prirto. IIiJ, TomaiiL, 
S6-7. 
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implements, and everything needed to establish them 
on their farms, and salaried protectors were appointed 
to guard their interegts. BarbadiIIo enforced a strict 
corapliance with his orders, and his plan, for the time 
being, jDroved a complete success. 

The services of such men as BarbadiIIo, however, 
were also required in Mexico, and scarcely had order 
and j)eaee been restored in Nuevo Leon, when he 
was recalled. This was the signal for the colonists, 
who had suffered by his policy, to revenge themselves 
on the natives. Contributions were refused to main-
tain the militia, which was soon disbanded; the 
defenseless natives in the settlements were again 
subjected to extortions and maletreatment of every 
kind, which abuses the protectors vvere powerless to 
eheck, and thousands of them again sought refuge in 
their mountain homes. Linares had died in the 
mean time, and his successor, the Marquis Valero, or-
dered Barbadillo to undertake the task of restoring 
order in the province. H e at once set forth for 
]\Ionterey, and we are told that at his mere presencc 
tlie colonists ceased from their iniquities, and the na-
tives, mindful of past favors received at his hands, 
returned in flocks to their abandoned settlements. 
BarbadiIIo remained in Nuevo Leon for four years, 
when he was recalled to j\[exico by Viceroy Casa-
fuerte, and the government of the province was 
be.->towed on Pedro de Zaravia Cortés. The inca-
j)aeiiy of this ruler sooii jDroduced the sanie disorders 
whirb liad occurred twice before in that region, and on 
tliis oceasion tb<')'spread to the Sierra Gorda as far as 
to Huasteea, Kevolts and insurrections became more 
licquent, and niore disastrous than ever in their ef-
leets, and the governors and officials of several prov-
inces with their combined forces were unable to restore 
quiet. 

I t now became evident to the government of New 
Spain tha t more decisive measures must be inaug-
urated. In the Sierra Gorda districts and in Ta-
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maulipas the bands of marauding savages always 
found a safe retreat. Moreover, those regions wero 
suspected to possess rich mines and other wealth; 
and for these reasons the definite conquest of the 
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coast region from the river Pánuco to the borders of 
Texas was decided upon.^ 

^ln 1810 the province of Nuevo Leon comprised 2,621 square leagues o£ 
territory, consist ig of one partido; there were 13 curacies, 1 mission, 2 cities, 

HisT. M x., VoL. III. 22 
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Ever since the close of the sixteenth century, after 
Viceroy Velasco had colonized the regions about San 
Luis Potosí, Cololotlan, and San Miguel Mezquitic 
wltli Tlascaltec and Chichimec families, missionaries 
had begun to enter the wild districts of the Sierra 
Gorda ' and Tamaulipas, to convert the numerous 
tribes, which w^ere supposed to have taken up their 
abode in this part of the country after the conquest. 
These efforts seem to have been attended with very 
little success. Toward the end of the seventeenth 
century six Dominican missions had been established 
in Sierra Gorda territory. The friars were soon driven 
away, however; the churches w'ere burned, the mis-
sions destroyed, and the Spaniards w^ho had settled in 
the vicinity were compelled to abandon the country. 

In 1704 Francisco Zaraza was made lieutenant 
captain-general, and commissioned to bring the re-
volted aborigines under subjection; hitherto all the 
efforts to tha t effect of the alcaldes and captains of 
militia had been unavailing. Zaraza opened a cam-
jiaign against the natives, but was killed during an 
attack, without having accomplished anything de-
cisive. In his place was appointed Gabriel Guerrero 
de Ardila, w^ho with a force of eight hundred cavalry 
defeated the natives and compelled them to enter into 
a treaty of peace. This occurred in 1715, and the 
conditions of the treaty were most favorable to the 
Indians, who were to retain their liberty and be abso-

4 viUas, 16 pueblos, 4 mtning districts, and 23 haciendas. The population 
cunsisted of 27,41"2 Spaniards, 2,431 Indians, and 13,838 of mixed blood, mak-
ing a total ,,f 4:!.t;,sl inhabitants, Xavarro, in Soc Mex. Geotj., Iloht'in, 2da 
ep., i. 201. Coitztdrz, Col. Doc. X.Leon, I37-4Ô, Humboldt, 'ESSC POL, 155, 
gives the po[iulation in 1803 as low as 29,000. In 1828 the population had 
increased to .SSj^í'^, said to have been due to a large immigration; in 1850 
there were 137,070 iuhabitants. Dicx. Univ., x, 38. For more details con-
cerning Xuevo Leon for the period under considei'ation see Ordencs de la 
('orona, MS., v. I I , 99, 104; Revilhi-Gigedo, in Jlayer JISS., no. I I , 49-51; 
\'il/cita ái lici/i nte lioii i, MS,; Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii, 181; Jlicr-Vida, Areii-

tunt<, 3; Al'tiiMit, JlcJ., ii. 96; Not. X. Esp., in Soc Jlex. Geog., Boletin, ii. 19; 
c<,,i-jilcz, i n / í í . , 3da "ep., i. '-'.'{S, 266; Zamacois, fíist. JIrJ.,v. 718; vii, 194. 

' The niountainous region so called extends from near Rio Verde in San 
Luis Potosí to the vicinity of Querétaro, and forms the partido of Cadereita, 
to-day belonging to the province of Querétaro, Gouzalez, Col. Doc N. Leon, 
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lute masters of the sierra. Nevertheless we find tliat 
outrages and disturbances soon afterward becanie the 
order of the day. Fo r many years the towns in tlie 
jurisdictions of Querétaro, San Miguel cl Grande, 
Celaya, Chamacuero, Saii Juan del Bio, Cadereita 
and elsewhere remained in the same condition. The 
native tribes of Sierra Gorda were under neither 
military, civil, nor religious control, and their raids 
extended at times into the very streets of Spanish 
settlements. 

I f we can believe Arlegui, one or more of the gov-
ernors of Nuevo Leon were induced to persecute the 
natives by private persons who claimed to have lost 
lands through the aj^propriation of tracts for the Ta-
maulipas tribes in 1715, and many Indians were subse-
quently hanged for trivial offences. Nor would this 
suffice; the settlers themselves constantly sought to 
drag the Indians into revolt in order to have a jji'i -
tence to make them slaves. Under such circum-
stances the efforts of a few friars were of no avail. 

Such was the state of affairs when in 1734 José de 
Escandon, an officer of the Querétaro militia, was coni-
missioned to pacify the Sierra Gorda. A t last the 
proper person had been foiind to carry out this diffi-
cult task. Dur ing his first expedition four hundred 
prisoners were taken; the ringleaders were summarily 
punished, while the others, in placeof being enslaved, 
were treated with great consideration. This policy 
had the desired effect, and in the course of a few years 
several other expeditions under the same leader com-
pleted the work of pacification. AII these campaigns 
were carried on by Escandon with little expense to the 
crown, without burdening too much the Spanish set 
tlers, and without enslaving the natives. H e was a 
wealthy man, and expended the greater part of his owm 
fortune in maintaining his troops, who were kept under 
strict discipline, and not allowed to commit any ex-
cesses. H i s conduct gained for him the esteem of the 
government, the respect of the colonists, and the love 
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of the pacified tribes, who under similar circumstances 
had hitherto been treated like brutes. I t was also 
remarked tha t although he divided lands among 
Spaniards and Indians, none were reserved for him-
self 

Thus the wild regions of Sierra Gorda were finally 
brought under Spanish rule, without much bloodshed, 
and without any of the revolting incidents usually at-
tending the conquest of new territory. In considera-
tion of his services Escandon was made count of 
Sierra Gorda, and his achievements paved the way for 
the conquest of Tamaulipas, where still greater laurels 
were in store for him.^ 
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The same causes which led to the final pacification 
of Sierra Gorda and the subjugation of the Nayarits, 
ultiraately led to the conquest of the gulf region 
stretching from Pánuco north to the Bio Bravo del 
Norte. Here , as elsewhere, the Indians were driven 
to levolt by a series of outrages committed on them 
by squatters, robbers, kidnappers, and slave-traders.^ 
During and subsequent to the operations of Escandon, 
various jDroposals were made to the central govern-
ment at Mexico, and to the crown,^° for the extension 
of Spanish settlements in Tamaulipas. N o decision 
was arrived at, however, till 1746, under the rule of 
Pevilla Gigedo, when a council of ,war held for the 
j)urj30se intrusted the enterprise to Escandon, wdio was 
now universally recognized as a man of consuminate 

* In 1767 there were nine Indian towms in Sierra Gorda, with an average of 
over 1,700 families. Soreaino, Proloijo, 2. Most of these were founded by 
Kstundoii at the time i,f the paeilientiuii. For further details concerning 
Sierr:i (ionla affairs s,-e (jrilenrs <li' la Coronu, M.S., iv. 07-70; X. Jlex., Céilu-
l,ts, MS., •2:>{)-S, 'ifJS-Sl; Arletjui, ('ron. Zac, 12'_'~3; Errjes, fíist. Brcv., 238-
40: TamauL, ('ouvcrsiones, in Jlcdfraf. Ii l.,no. 20, 1-.3; (Juijo, Diar., Doc 
IIi<t. Jlex., liisec.i. :',30, :',G2; Pricfo, fíist. Tamaul., 60-1, 71-8, I0I-2; 
Zaniucois, lE t. JI'J., V. 373-4,570, 575. 

• A royal cédula for thc protection of the Tamaulipas Indians was issued 
May "25, 1689. (Jnlcnc^ delaCorona, :MS., iv, 67-70, See also TamauL, Con-
versiones, 'm Jlcdtrut. Ind., no. 20, 1-5. 

'"Notably by Ladron de Guevara, whose conditions were very extrava-
crant, and excited suspicion concerning his ultimate object in regard to tho 
imtives, N. Jlex., Cédulus, MS., 250-8, 
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ability; nor could a better selection have been raade," 
The whole northern coast from Darien to Florida had 
gradually succumbed with the exception of this portion, 
which now, after a successful resistance of over twe 

TAMAULIPAS. 

hundred years, was to be the last to submit to Spanish 
domination. 

î  Escandon was appointed September 3,1746. For the transport of the set-
tlers, soldiers, and other expenses, 115,000 pesos were needed; after that the 
Bum of 29,000 pesos a year was to be paid from the royal treasury, The 



342 PROGRESS I N NUEVO LEON. 

Escandon was authorized to extend his operations 
(^ver a distanee of more than a hundred leagues from 
south to north, and sixty or eighty from east to west, 
the boundaries being designated on the east by the 
gulf; south by the jurisdictions of Pánuco and Tam-
j^ico, Villa de Valles, Sierra Gorda, and Huasteca; 
west by Guadaleázar, Venado, Charcas, Nuevo Leon, 
and part of Coahuila, and north by this latter province 
and the boundary of Texas. The territory comprised 
within these limits received the appellation of Nuevo 
Santander. Most cxtensive preparations for the ex-
pedition were made in the city of Querétaro; and the 
jDrestige of Escandon was so great tha t from all parts 
of the country Spanish families hastened to join his 
fortunes, and many an adventurous soldier enlisted 
under his banner. Enthusiasm ran high, till finally 
the expeditionary forces numbered seven hundred and 
fit'ty, while the number of prospective settlers, con-
sisting of Spaniards and converted Indians, exceeded 
two thousand five hundred families. That these num-
bers are not exaggerated is shown by the settlements 
founded by Escandon, and by subsequent official 
statistics. 

The expedition set forth from Querétaro early in 
December 1748, passing through the towns of Pozos, 
San Luis de la Paz, Santa María del Bio, San Luis 
Potcsí , and thence to Tula,^^ where it was joined by a 
number of Spanish families. Various at tempts seem 
to have been made since 1714 to form new settlements 
in this vicinity, attenchd apparently with little success. 
A t one of these, Palmillas, Escandon appointed a 
military governor, and continuing his march in a 
north-easterly direction, founded on December 25th 
the town of Llera with sixty-seven families. Turn-
inof northward on Januarv 1, 1749, Giiemes was 

audiencia atMexico in 1748 granted the funds, and in 1749 theking ordered 
an additional sum to be paid to complete the enterprise. Rev'illa Gigedo, in 
Insfruc Vini/i-í, 37-8. 

'^Tliis place, then in the jurisdiction of Charcas, was at the time quite a 
flourishing colony. 
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established with fifty-eight families, and a mission some 
few leagues distant on the banks of the Purificacion. 
On January 6th forty-four families settled at PadiIIa, 
and a mission was established in that neighborhood. 
I t may be mentioned here tha t for each newdy settled 
place a military governor was appointed w ith the rank 
of captain, and a small garrison was left for police 
duty, and to protect the settlers against the hostilities 
of "the natives. Other townis were located in rajDÍd 
succession, and atfirst the colonists had to be content 
with primitive huts, hastily constructed of branches 
and leaves, until better accommodations could be se-
cured. Dur ing the first years they suffered great 
hardships, for in many instances the sites selected 
wcre unfavorable, either on account of their liability 
to floods, their sickly climate, or for other reasons. 
The settlers of the town of Escandon are said to have 
been driveii from their second site by clouds of mos-
quitoes and other obnoxious insects. 

From Padilla, Escandon continued his march some 
twenty leagues in a north-easterly direction, with a 
view to establish a general camp from which exploring 
expeditions might be despatched, particularly to dis-
cover the harbor of Santander, at the mouth of the 
river then called Purificacion, and to-day La Marina. 
On this niarch from Padilla the first savages made their 
appearance, descending in great numbers from the 
eastern sierras of Tamaulipas, but being overawed by 
the vast caravan of Spaniards, abstained from attack. 
About the same time Escandon was joined by another 
party of settlers froni Linares, consisting of sixty 
families under the conduct of Ladron de Guevara, and 
efforts were now made to reach the seaboard. After 
various at tempts, on February 17th, the mouth of 
the Purificacion was discovered; the town of Santan-
der was established with forty-five families, and desÍL;-
nated as the capital of the province.^^ 

' 'The site \Nas subsequently changed and the town flourished, counting 
nearlv 600 inhabitants in 1757. 



E.„u l . i ; -_ 

344 PROGRESS IN NUEVO LEON. 

Froin the new capital Escandon proceeded north in 
quest of the valley of Flores. Crossing the Rio 
Conchas, and passing along the banks towards its 
mouth at Salinas bar, he came upon a friendly Indian 
chief who had formed a settlement of Pintos. Leav-
ing several Franciscan friars witli the natives, he 
jmshed forward to the Bio Bravo del Norte , expect-
ing to meet with some families coming from Linares 
and other places, wdtli whom to form a settlement. 
H e soon arrived at Camargo, which had been provi-
sionally founded l)y one Barrero froni Nuevo Leon, 
and formally established the town on March 5th, 
leaving Captain Falcon in command. A little to the 
south a mission was erected with the Franciscan, 
Jtian García, in charge; this friar was also the first 
eurate of Camargo. Thence proceeding west, the 
town of Reinosa and a mission were established, with 
families from Nuevo Leon under Captain Cantun, 
At te r desj^atching Captain Basterra to form a settle-
ment on the Nueces Piver , Escandon returned to 
Salinas, where, with families brought by Captain 
Merino, he founded San Fernando. On this return 
marcb the natives showed sig'ns of hostilitv, and 
aii inclination to dispute the passage. They were 
appeased, however, by Escandon's kind w^ords and 
by presents. 

About April 27th Altamira was located near tbe 
('oast, and on ^ lay 9th the city of Horcasitas was 
founded witli more than ordinary jDomp. Ten days 
after this, Santa Bárbara aiid the mission Soledad^* 
were establislied, after whieh Eseandon returned by 
wíi}' of Tula to Querétaro, to report oii the progress 
of his enterprise. Bemaining there during the whole 
of tlie following year, he j)repared a second expedi-
tion. A t no time during the colonial history of New 
Sj)ain had so many settlements been founded in such 

'* The iiii>,..iun Saiitu ^laría de la Soledad a quarter league east of Santa 
l'.arhara, Mas giveii lands hy Escandon in the king's name, the same aa all the 
other iiiis>i,,iis. Piuuri. Col. Doc Jlex., 361. 
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a comparatively short period, and with so little blood-
shed. True, here and there the natives were obsti-
nate and unwilling to submit to the strangers, and in 
several instances Spanish settlements were attacked 
by the nomad tribes still scattered in the recesses of 
their mountain retreats, Thus it became necessarv 
at times to send a force against them, This, how-
ever, seems never to have been done unless the Ind-
ians first gave sufficient provocation by their hostile 
att i tude. Indeed, as a rule Escandon managed the 
aborigines with great skill and judgment, never resort-
ing to hostile measures when with inducements and 
promises he could at tract them to the missions, after 
w^hich they would generally become good settlers. I t 
is evident that this leader pursued a wise policy in 
making the lot of the subjugated natives as comfort-
able as possible. W e find no signs of encomiendas or 
congregas, the same policy being observed as in Sierra 
Gorda. I t is indeed refreshing to record a circum-
stance of this nature—so much at variance with the 
general conduct observed by nearly all the conquer-
ors and pacificators of earlier times—and even at the 
present day the name of Escandon is esteemed and 
honored in Tamaulipas. 

Many other settlements and missions were founded 
during the second expedition, the details of w^hich are 
similar to those of the first, and of little interest to 
the general reader. All these new settlements, as I 
have mentioned, were placed in charge of a military 
commander, while one or more Franciscan friars took 
charge of each mission. Thus the government of the 
new" colonies was at first purely military; yet it cannot 
be denied that , for the time being, and under a man like 
Escandon, this was the best fitted to keep the Ind-
ians under subjection, and to prevent civil dissensions 
among the colonists themselves. A t all events we do 
not hear of any abuses committed by the commanders 
appointed by Escandon, and the progress of the col-
onies evidenced the success of the system. Never-



,w.».-^aC 

346 PROGRESS IN NUEVO LEON. 

theless even in 1757 Indian hostilities had not 
entirely ceased;^^ and for this reason it was recom-
mended by Inspector-general Tienda de Cuervo, who 
made an official visit to the province in tha t year, to 
take final measures to complete the pacification of the 
territor}^ Though Spanish dominion was perma-
nently established, he was aware tha t to ensure the 
peaceful and steady development of the country, an-
other campaign must be inaugurated; the natives 
who remained obstinate must be pursued to their last 
haunts ; they must either be obliged to settle in the 
missions or be exterminated. The recommendation 
was approved by Viceroy Amarillas, and it is claimed 
tha t the campaign was a success, and that soon after 
the establishment of San Cárlos all hostilities and 
depredations by the Indian tribes of the neighborhood 
ceased. Many of them, seeing they were pursued 
even to their most secret haunts, had jDreferred tojoin 
the missions; but others, more warlike, receded be-
yond the boundaries of Coahuila and to the Rio 
Bravo. They were gradually surrounded, and con-
fined l)y the encroaching Spanish settlements to the 
most remote parts of the province; and being obliged 
to withdraw', they joined the wild tribes of Coahuila, 
Sonora, and New Mexico, who long afterward con-
tinued to harass the settlers on the borders of Mexico 
and the United States. In 1792 a last raid w'as made 

^*According to a statistical report made by the inspector-general José 
Tiendade Cuervoin 1757, Escandon had founded 24 cities, tuwns, andvillages, 
\\-ith nearly the same numher of missions; there were 8,993 iuhabitants; 20 
missionaries; 3.473 Indians settled in the missions. Tlie stuck of the colony 
consisted of 58,392 horses; I,.S74 miiles ; 24,747 horned cattle, aiid '288,363 
sheei) and hogs. Tlie cust of the political ai l religious ailniinistration was 
45.()'.)5 pesos annually. fíisf. Arc/i. (Jnd. JIcx,, liv. Xavariu, in iSoc. Jlex. 
(Jc'.ij., Bolcfiii, 2da i:.]!., i. 291, gi\es the area uf Nuevo .Saiitaiiderin hSlO as 
5,1!).'! square leagues, one partido, 26 enraeics, 8 iiiissiuiis, IS villas, and II 
jincblus ; and a population of 56,715, consistiiig of 14,().'!!) .Spaiiia ls, 13,251 
Imliaiis, and 2S,,S2.'i of iiiixed blood. In (Jcrtij'" deios Jlircnlis, M,S., Pinart, 
('ol. iJrjr. Mcx., 39, the eost of the presidiu at Camaigo in 175S is given at 
.'h'225 p'sos ; that of Saiitainler at 32,927 pesos. See ;dsu llttinholilt, Tah. Es-
tad.. MS., 7-40; A'. Mcx. C'ilidus, MS., 30.3-22; Soc JEx. C'og., Brjrlin, 
ii. 19. The prosjieits for ugricultural development weie very pu,.r, accuid-
iiiu' to a repoit uf Bishop Candamo in 1791. (Jonzulcz, Col. iJoc. X. Lcon, 
1 '23-25. 
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by the savages on Laredo, but they were soon repulsed 
and driven beyond the frontier. 

A t the time of Cuervo's arrival at Soto la Marina 
he found a schooner belonging to Escandon anchored 
in the harbor. This is the first craft known to have 
traded between Vera Cruz and Nuevo Santander. 
The master, Bernardo Vidal Buzcarrones, informed 
Cuervo as to the general condition of the coast, an-
chorage, and the different sand-bars he had examined 
at the mouths of various rivers. According to his 
opinion prospects for shipping were not at all encour-
aging, as during the greater part of the year only 
small craft were able to cross the bars and find a safe 
harbor. Then Cuervo made a tour of inspection with 
the schooner himself, during which he came to the 
same unfavorable conclusion. 

More improvements were made in 1763. The sites 
of Escandon, Búrgos, and Beinosa were changed; 
new settlements were founded, and the settlers re-
ceived assistance from the government. For fifteen 
years the lands in the vicinity of tlie colonies had 
been used in comnion, but in 1764, by order of Viee-
roy CruíIIas, tliey began to be segregated. The fol-
lowing year the towm Cruíllas w âs founded, and in 
1766 San Cárlos was established. From this time 
until the end of the century the colonists were enabled 
to breathe more freely; all the settlements rapidly 
improved; several mines were discovered andworked; 
stock-raising Jncreased; and merchants and dealers 
from Mexico, Huasteca, SierraGorda, San Luis Po-
tosí, and other parts of the country began to frequent 
the flourishing towns of Nuevo Santander.^^ 

i^In 1779 Manuel de Medina was govemor of the province, and in 1787 
Melchor Vidal de Lorza was appointed. In 1791 and 1799-1800 the conde 
de Sierra Gorda, probably a son of José de Escandon, is again mentioned us 
govemor, and at the outbreak of Hidalgo's revolution we find Manuel de 
I turbe é Irreta at the head of affairs in the province. See J cdit t, nl Regente 
Romá, MS,; Gomaz, Diar., 'm Doc llisf. Jlex., 2d ser,, vih 278; Alamnii, 
MeJ., ii. 94; Gonzaiez, Col. Doc X. Leon, 153; Dicc Univ.,v. 458; Zumacois, 
fíist. JleJ. vii. 191, In the latterjiart of the eigliteenth century themissions 
of the custodia of Rio Verde and Saii Pablo de Michoacan, Tula, PalmiIIas, 
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Pantano, Jaumave, Llera, Croix, and G emes belonged politically to the col-
ony of Nuevo Santander, and spiritually to the diocese of Nuevo Leon, 
Arias, Informe, MS., in Pinart, Coi. Doc Mex., 342, See also Estad. fíist. 
Ant., in Soc JÍex. Geog., Boletin, 2da ep., i. 570. 

The fíisforia, Geografiu y Estadistica del Estado de Tamaulipas por el C. 
Ingeniero Alejandro Prirto, Mexico, 1873, 4to, pp. 5, 361, map, gives an out-
line of the history of Tamaulipas from the time of the conquest; the author 
niakes an effort to prove an ancient civilization in that state, based upon some 
personal researches and a numbcr of relies discovered, with a brief narrative 
of aboriginal traditions, habits, customs, and religion, touching also in a gen-
eral way on the historical events of Texas, Nuevo Leon, and Sierra Gorda. 
Then follows a description of geographical conditions and political divisions, 
giving, based on statistics, information on the material standing of the coun-
try in regard to agriculture, commerce, industries, and general resources, 
This portion of the work is by far more useful than the historical division; 
indeed the author does not claim any credit in that direction, and we find 
but a confused compilation of historical data, scattered about promiscuously 
with an ut ter disregard to logical sequence, and clogged by eternal repeti-
tions, Notwithstanding these defects, the author has undoubtedly been 
painstaking in his researches, both among the ancient ruins of his country, 
and among authorities which it might be difiScuIt for others to obtain. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH TO FORTY-THIRD VICEROYS. 

1721-1760. 

Bl-CBNTENNIAL OF EUBOPEAN OCCUPATION—VlCEBOY C A S A P U E B T E — B L B E N -

CODBAGES PUBLIC I M P B O V E M E N T S — P E A C E F U L P B O G B E S S — D E A T H OF T H E 

ViCEBOY—His SuccESSOB A B C H B I S H O P V I Z A E B O N — N E G B O I N S U B B E C -

TiON A T C Ô B D O B A — I T S S U P P B E S S I O N B Y T H E . M I L I T A E Y — R A V A G E S O F 

EPIDEMIC—VlCEEOY C O N Q U I S T A ' S RULE—FUBNCLAEA A B E I V E S — C O M -

MODOBE A N S O N — H E C A P T U E E S T H E ' C O V A D O N G A ' — S P A N I S H J E A L O U S Y — 

P E E S E C U T I O N OF B O T U B I N I — L o s s OF V A L U A B L E M A N U S C E I P T S — A D M I N -

I S T B A T I O N OF R E V I L L A G I G E D O — H I S T B A F F I C K I N G P B O P E N S I T I E S — 

F A M I N E , D I S E A S E , A N D E A B T H Q U A K E S — F U E N C L A B A RESIGNS—VlCEEOY 

A M A E I L L A S — H i s PovEETY AND D E A T H — T H E A U D I E N C I A R U L E S — S H O E T 

A D M I N I S T E A T I O N O F V I C E B O Y C E U Í L L A S . 

MoRE than two centuries had now elapsed since the 
fleet of Cortés had cast anchor under the island of 
San Juan de Ulúa, and of all the powerful tribes that 
once rendered allegiance to the Montezumas few re-
taiiied any traces of their ancient glory. While in 
1721 the Spaniards were celebrating the bi-centennial 
of the occupation of the capital, the mountain tribes of 
Nayarit were being subjugated, and a quarter of a 
century later those of Nuevo Leon, Sierra Gorda, and 
Tamaulipas were destined, as we have seen, to meet 
the same fate. 

On October 15, 1722, Juan de Acuna, marqués de 
Casafuerte, the successor of Valero, arrived in Mex-
ico as thirty-seventh viceroy of New Spain. He is 
said to have been one of the best of all the represent-
atives of royalty, being remembered in the history of 
the country as the 'great governor.'^ During his ad-

1 Casafuer te was a creole, a n a t i v e of L i m a , P e m . D u r i n g 59 yea r s of 
publ io ser'vice h e had been viceroy of Mess ina a n d of Sicily. Besides be ing 

(3é9) 
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ministration Casafuerte wrought a marked cliange in 
the various branches of the public service, and labored 
zealously, and not in vain, to purify a venal court. 
Many of the former rulers had done much to benefit 
the country by establishing new colonies, and encour-
aging commerce and the development of the mining 
and agricultural interests. I t must be acknowledged, 
however, that few of them w êre proof against the 
temptations of the age, and that directly or indirectly 
they countenanced the shameful abuse of selling public 
offices to the highest bidder. When Casafuerte took 
charge, he at once abolished this practice. No presents 
were received, no favors shown; none of his household 
or subordinates dared to meddle in the question of ap-
pointments, or to intercede for office-seekers. Whole-
some reforms were introduced and maintained during 
his long rule, w^hile merit alone was the passport to 
preferment. 

In the matter of public improvements the marquis 
was equally active. The building of a new niint was 
begun in 1731, and finished in 1734, at a cost of four 
hundred and fifty thousand pesos -^ in 1733 the plaza de 
Acapulco was renovated, the San Cristébal causeway 
having been reconstructed the previous year. The 
grand aqueduct which supplies the city of Querétaro 
with water was begun in 1726 and finished in 1738.^ 
Improvements were also made in the various presidios 
throughout the country under Pedro de Rivera, who 
made a four years' tour of inspection by order of the 
viceroy, and a cannon foundry was established at Ori-
zaba, the guns being used to strengthen the coast 
defences. 

general of artillery, he had attained the highest military title, that of captain-
general of the Spanish army. Cavo, TresSighs, ii. 122; Alaman, Disert., iii. 
app. 53. 

^ In 1722 the royal theatre was destroyed by fire. Steps were immediately 
taken to rebuild, though the new edifice was not reopened until 1753. Ala-
onan, Disert,n.ii. app. 53; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 122. 

'This structure was undertaken at the suggestion and under the patronage 
of Juan Antonio de Urmtia y Arana, marquis of ViIIa del ViIIar del Águila, 
who, encouraged by Casafuerte, spent large sums on it from his private for-
tune. Navarrete, ReL Peregrina, no. ii. 1-11. 

1 
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The admiiiistration of Casafuerte was not marked 
by any internal disturbances; nor w^ere the provinces 
harassed by the depredations of pirates which wrought 
so much mischief during the rule of his predecessors. 
Commerce still suffered to some extent on the Nor th 
Sea, but corsairs had been driven from the waters of 
the Pacific, and trading vessels passed to and fro be-
tween New Spain and the East Indies without fear 
of being molested. 

The marquis was beloved by the people, and the 
only enemies he had were dissatisfied office-seekers. 
These prevailed upon the king's council to recommend 
his removal on account of his great age, and his long 
tenure of office, which was inconsistent with general 
usage. When this was done Felipe signified his con-
fidence in his representative by merely replying: " A s 
long as Casafuerte lives his talents and virtues give 
him all the strength necessary for a good governor." 
Soon afterward, however, in 1734, the marquis died, 
a t the age of seventy-seven. H i s funeral ceremonies 
were described in detail in the Gazette then published 
by Sahagun. Since tha t time they have served as a 
model on similar occasions, and resemble those which 
at the present day are observed on the demise of a 
president of the Mexican republic* 

When the carta de mortaja, was opened by the 
audiencia it was found tha t the archbishop of Mexico, 
Juan Antonio de Vizarron y Eguiarreta, was desig-
nated to fill the vacancy.^ Vizarron was appointed 
to the primacy January 13, 1730, and arrived in 

* In 1724 Felipe V. abdicated the crown of Spain in favor of his son Luis 
I . , who ascended the throne on January lOth, While preparations were being 
made to celebrate the event, news arrived of the death of the latter, which 
had occurred August 13th the same year, and Felipe, reluctant to place his 
minor son Fernando upon the throne, had reassumed the crown, 

^On the death of archbishop Lanciego in 1728, Manuel José de Endaya y 
Haro was elected to the see, but died before taking possession, October 5, 
1729. The bishop of Puebla, Juan Antonio de Lardizabal, was elected the 
eame year to fill the vacancy, but the prelate refused the appointment. Con-
cilws Prov., 1655-65, 224-5; Doc Ecles. Méx., MS., ii. pt. i.; Dicc Univ., 
ix. 271. 
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the capital on December 20th of the same year. He 
was consecrated by the bishop of Puebla Lardizábal 
y Elorza, assisted by the bishops of Yucatan and 
Caracas, w^ho were on a visit to Mexico at the time, 
and took charge of the ecclesiastical government on 
the 21st of May 1731, receiving the pallium on the 
13th of January 1732.^ The pastoral administration of 
the archbishop, which lasted sixteen years, was one 
of the most peaceful and prosperous recorded in the 
annals of the Mexican church; and concerning his 
reign as vicero}^, it may be said tha t he was in every 
way a worthy successor to Casafuerte; he sent more 
treasure to 'Spain than any previous viceroy, without 
oppressing the people, draining the country of the pre-
cious metals, or diminishing the amount usually held 
iii reserve at Mexico. 

Though near the close of his administration war 
was again declared between Spain and England; New 
Spain remained undisturbed by foreign aggression; 
on the other hand, we have to record for this period 
some internal troubles and calamities. The negro and 
other slaves of the town and vicinity of Cérdoba had 
lono' meditated revolt, when in 1735 a rumor was cir-
eulated by a mulatto tha t all slaves had been declared 
free by the king, and that they were now unlaW'fuUy 
kept in bondage by the Spaniards. A general upris-
ing followed in the month of J u n e ; and though some 
of the more timid remained with their masters, the 
majority, being supplied in secret with arms of every 
desei iption, gathered and fortified themselves on the 
hacienda called Omealca, protected by the Rio Blanco 
and the mountains. The militia of Vera Cruz, Ori-

* Archbishop Vizarron was born in the city and port of Santa María, Spain. 
So little is known of the early histoiy of this iUustrious memberof the church 
that not even the date of his birth is given. His biographers merely mention 
that his studies were completed in the college of San Clemente in Rome, and 
that at the time of his election as archbishop of Mexico he was a high digni-
tary of tlie church of Sevillc. See liccdis C'dtdas, MS., i. 28-9; Providencias 
Reales, MS., 8-10; Cuhrcra y (Juinfcro, FcM'tv'idudcs, Div., L pt. i,; ViUa-
Sdtor, Teatro, i, 26-31; Guzcfa Jlcx., Dee. 1730; Arivalo, Compend., 290. 
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zaba, and the neighboring towns were called out, and 
a formal campaign opened. A force of six hundred 
Spaniards attacked the insurgents, who were routed 
after a stubborn resistance. The ringleaders were ex-
ecuted, and others w^ho were captured w^ere subjected 
to cruel tortures. Those who escaped fled to the 
mountains; but hunger caused most of them to return, 
while a few preferred death from starvation to the 
fate of their companions.'' 

Dur ing the greater part of the following year vio-
lent storms prevailed, and in the month of Augus t the 
epidemic called matlazahuatl made its appearance in 
Tacuba, and spread with rapidity over the whole 
country.^ This terrible disease w âs similar to tha t 
of 1576, which carried offsome two millions of natives.^ 

After being relieved from office as viceroy, Vizarron 
remained in charge of the jDrimacy until the day of 
his death,^'^ and was succeeded in 1749 by archbishop 
D r Manuel Joseph Rubio y Salinas, who presided 
over the affairs of the cliurch no less ably than had 
his predecessor.-^^ H e died, after a successful ad-

"More particulars about this insurrection may be foimd in Rotlritjiiiz, 
Cart. Hist., 43-6; Rivera, C'ohrriianfrs, i. 107-8, In 1737 a Guaima Indian 
was hanged for inciting the natives to revolt, pretending to be a prophet, At 
the oxecution the natives weie much astonished that the Spaniarcls did not 
t u m into stone. Alamav, Di<crt., iii. app. ,»6. 

*The cholera morbus of IS33 also broke out in August, i.t the time when 
Herschel's comet was expected, though this was not visible in Mexico till 
Oct, U , 1835, Busttimante, in Caro, J'ns Sijlos, ii. 137. Theepidemicof 1736-7 
was also ascribed to the appearance of a comet. In the city of Mexico the 
deaths amounted to 40,000, according to Alaman, aud Cabrera gives 54,000 
for Puebla, Alegre claims that in the province of íiíexico one thii'd of the 
population perished, andVilla-Se orstatesthat manytowns remained deserted. 
A remarkable circumstance was that Teutitlan, Ayahualica, Hueyacocotlan, 
and Notehixtlan in the bishopric of Oajaca, though surrounded by infected 
towns remained free from contagion, Tlie SpaniarJs, as usual, sutfered less 
than thc Indians. See also ^4A,'/''<', IIiJ- Comp., iii. 261-8; Pai s, Vimjcs, 
MS,, 113-15; Doc Eclcs. Jlcx., MS., ih pt, i. 133; Alzate, CazcfaLit., ii, 97. 

^Our Lady of Guadalupe w-as supposed to Iiave caused the disappearauce 
of the epidemic, She was therefore declared the patron saint of the city of 
Mexico, and in later years of the whole country. Alaman, Disrrt., iii. app, 56. 

^"He made a report of the condition of the country and the difí'erent 
branches of the administration to the king, and died Feb. 25, 1747. See Vi-
zar,-on y Eguiarreta, 4-7, 85-92, in \'ifei/cs dc Jlex. Iit.<truc., I s t : er. nos. 18, 
19; Actos 'Secretos, in Doc Ecles. JJex., MS,, i. pt, i. v,; Villa-S<iior y Sau-
cht'Z, Theatro, i. 17-19; Alaman, DiserL, iii, app. 56; Castro, Diario, in Doc 
fíi.<t. Jlex., I s t ser . , iv. 76-7. 

*' This prelate, related to the most prominent nobiUty of Spaiu, waa bom 
HisT. M E X . , V O L . III. 23 
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ministration of sixteen years, at the age of sixty-
two. 

The thirty-ninth viceroy, Pedro de Castro y Figu-
eroa Salazar, duque de la Conquista y marqués de 
Gracia Real, took charge of the government of New 
Spain Augus t 17, 1740. H e had taken passage in a 
Dutch ship in order to elude the English war vessels 
which were then cruising in the Nor th Sea, but being 
pursued near Portobello was obliged to make his es-
cape in a small swdft craft w^hich had served as escort. 
His baggage and j)apers were left behind, but he was 
nevertheless acknowledged as viceroy without creden-
tials.̂ "^ During his brief reign of a single year, he gave 
indieations of being a good ruler, though he found the 
country in a less favorable condition than his prede-
cessors. The French had retired from the extreme 
northern jjrovinces of New Spain, but the English, 
under Oglethorpe, bombarded San Agustin, in Florida; 
while Admiral Vernon who had captured Portobello 
and destroyed the castle of San Lorenzo at the mouth 
of tlie Chagre, threatened Ulúa and Vera Cruz. 

The duke ordered tha t the razed batteries of Gua-
dalupe and San Miguel should be reconstructed, and 
an adequate force raised for the protection of the gulf 
coast. Soon afterward he repaired t o V e r a Cruz for 
the purpose of adopting measures for defence, but a 
short time after his arrival at that port he was stricken 

June 2!), 1703, He finished his studies at the famous university of Alcalá de 
Henares and became celebrated as a licentiate in canon law. I t is not known 
wheii he took orders, but he rose rapidly in the ecclesiastical career under 
the patronai^'e of Cardinal Borja, and at the time of his election to the Mexi-
can archsee was abbot of San Isidro de Leon, See Veitia, Linage, in Doc 
Eclrs. JIcx., MS., i. pt. V. 36; Co,icilii,s Prov., 15.55-05,225-26; ReaksCcduIas, 
MS., i. ISI; X. Esj,. B,-i'Vc lics., i. 139-40; Sosa, Epi'icop. Jlex., 182-91; Jío-
rciia, Jtian Becerra, Rel. JIcx., 1766; Vallarte, Sermon, pt, ix., in Arteaga, 
JoJlttS. 

' -Instead of saving the credentials and instmctions of the crown, the 
duke took with him his favorite poodle-dog. For this he was severely repri-
manded hy the king, and the rebuke bore so heavily upon his mind that one 
year later it caused liis death, So say Cavo, Tres .^ighs, ii, 148, and Rivera, 
(roberuantes, i. 353. I t is more likely that the -viceroy died from yellow fever 
The lost baggage waa valued at 100,000 pesos. 
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down with a severe illness, causing his immediate re-
turn to Mexico, where he died, August 22,1741.^'^ His 
successor, Pedro Cebrian y Agustin, conde de Fuen-
clara, the fortieth viceroy, and the last who in those 
days enjoyed the dignity of grandee of New Spain, 
assumed office November 3, 1742. 

A t this time the Spanish provinces were kejDt in a 
state of constant alarm by the operations of Anson 
and Vernon, which have already been briefly related.^* 
After scouring the Pacific coast of South America, 
Anson arrived off AcajDuIco in February 1742, with 
forces greatl}" reduced by sickness, and failing to re-
ceive the cooperation of Vernon, resolved not to make 
any a t tempt on the mainland. Hearing tha t he had 
narrowly missed intercepting a treasure-ship named 
the Covadonga, which had sailed safely into Acapulco a 
short time before, he cruised off tha t port for three 
months in the hope of capturing this prize. In the 
ordinary course of things the Covadonga should have 
left Acapulco in March, but on account of Anson's 
presence the authorities thought it best to detain her 
until the following year. Thereupon the British ad-
miral set sail in disgust for China; and, having burncd 
one of his two vessels and refitted the other near 
Macao, put off to await the arrival of the tw^o galleons 
which he expected w^ould reach the Philippines in Ma}' 
1743. On the 20th of this month he arrived in his 
remaining vessel, the Centurion, a frigate of sixty guns, 
and with a very slender ship's company, at cape Espí-

^̂  Humboldt, Essai Pol., i. 203, asserts that the duque de la Conquista 
was the only viceroy born in America, In this statement he is in error; 
there were several others, among whom was Casafuerte, who, as before related, 
was born in Lima, For more particulars conCeming the administration of this 
viceroy, see Figueroa, Viitdicias, MS., 123; \'iiia-Se'nor, J'eatro, i. 44-5; Papeies 
Franciscanos, MS., i. Ist ser. 521, 531: Ca.tfil o, Sermon Real, 1 e tseq. ; Panes, 
Vireyes, in Jllon. Dom. Esp., MS., 117; Reaies Cedulas, MS., 149; Vireyes, In-

stmc, MS,, p t , 20 ; Linarcs, Listruc, MS., 1-12; Lorenzana, in Cortcs, fíi.vt. 
X^. Esp., 32; Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 146-8; Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 57; Rivero, 
Gobernantes, i. 351-4, On the death of the viceroy, there being no carta de 
mortaja, the audiencia assumed the reins of government, with Pedro Malo de 
ViIIa'vicencio as president. During his brief rale nothing worthy of note 
occurred, 

i-* See fíist. Cent. Amer., ii, 589 et seq,, this series. 
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ritu Santo, off the island of Samal. Here were erected 
signal stations for the j^urpose of warning Spanish gal-
leons to beware of enemies who might be cruising abou't 
in neighboring waters. The Covadonga soon made her 
appearance, and when Anson's ship was sighted, bore 
down upon her to give battle. 

Though not a war vessel, the Covadonga was well 
armed and manned, having thirty-six large guns, 
twcnty-eight how'itzers, and five hundred and fifty 
men, a number greatl}' in excess of the Centvrion^s 
crew. But these advantao'es were counterbalanced 
by the lightness of the British frigate, and the greater 
efficiency of her men. For two hours the conflict 
la.-^ted. Though outmatched in seamanship the Span-
iards show^ed no lack of courage. The galleon's rig-
ging caught fire; her pennant w âs shot away; her com-
mander was wounded, sixty-seven of her crew were 
killed, and a greater number wounded, before her 
colors were struck, while the loss of the British was 
but one man killed and seventeen wounded. Taking 
possession of his prize, Anson found on board treasure 
aiiiounting to nearly a million and a half in coin, and 
aljout forty thousand five hundred marks in silver 
bullion.-^^ 

When the news of this disaster reached Mexico, it 
created much dissatisfaction among the parties inter-
ested, who laid the blame on the authorities. More-
over, the war which was then ragiiig in Europe caused 
great scarcity of merchandise and high prices through-
out New Spain. 

A remarkable instance of Spanish jealousy toward 
foreigners, and of the strictness with which the laws 
in tha t i'ospect w^ere enforced, occurred at the begin-
nini-- of Fuenclara's rule. Before the 'nrival of the 
viceroy, an Italian gentleman, Lorenzo Boturmi, 
appeared in Mexico provided witb apapal bull author-

i*Cavo, Tres S'tglt's, ii. 152, gives only 4,463 marks of silver. 
authors confirm the amount given in the text. 

Other 
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izing him to make collections for the purpose of 
providing a costly crown for the virgin of Guadalupe. 
Upon leaving Spain, however, he had forgotten to 
procure the sanction of the IndiaCouncil; nevertheless 
the audiencia, believing Boturini to be sincere in his 
intention, decided to issue to him a license and pass-
port. Fuenclara, how^ever, took matters more seri-
ously. An investigation was instituted, Boturini was 
imprisoned, and his papers, forming an exceedingly 
valuable historical collection, were taken in chargo by 
the authorities.^® Although Boturini had acted in 
good faith, he was kept in confinement for a long 
time, until finally, not knowing what to do with him, 
the audiencia sent him to Spain. There he presented 
his case at court and was compensated by the position 
of royal chronicler wdth the salary of a thousand pesos, 
and the Mexican government was ordered to return 
his manuscripts. This, however, was never done, and 
the greater portion of them disappeared from the 
office of the viceroy's secretary. Thus the persecution 
of Boturini and his exile from New Spain w êre the 
cause of an irreparable loss to Mexican history, for 
which Fuenclara is directly answerable. As for tlie 
audiencia, the viceroy was ordered to convoke a secret 
session, and having done so, to administer a stern 
rebuke for their presumption in encroaching on the 
prerogatives of the council of the Indies. 

Fuenclara was a peaceably inclined ruler and seems 
to have paid much more attention to the development 
of the country's resources. Apart from this there is 
little to record concerning his administration. Indeed 
this period of the history of New Spain is necessarily 
void of interest. The European wars were confined 
to the Old World, and the people of New Spain were 

^̂  The leamed Italian made this coUection intending to write the history of 
' Our Lady of Guadalupe.' The ancient documents which he gathered from 
all parts of New Spain grew upon his hands, and induced him to extend the 
Bcope of his work. These works wiU be fully discussed later. 
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content to supply the royal coffers with the necessary 
treasure, so long as they were comparatively free from 
tlie attacks of foreign powers. England considered 
it a much easier task to capture Spanish treasure sliips 
on tlie oeeaii than to send expeditions to the main-
land, where the deadly climate carried off her soldiers 
by hundreds. Nothing, therefore, impeded the prog-
less of the provinces; agriculture and mining were 
developed; the population increased; new lands were 
occupied, so that in every direction the country be-
eame sprinkled with industrious settlers. New Spain 
had now^ arrived at the stage w^hen the spirit of con-
quest disappears; and having outlived the period of 
early settlement, the people quietly and steadily pur-
sued their course 

Ill-health finally induced Fuenclara to resign, 
though Iiis salary had been raised to forty thousand 
p(.'S(.)s, The resignation w âs accepted by the king in 
1745, and in the following year he was relieved" by 
Juan Francisco de Giiemes y Horcasitas, conde de 
Revilla Gigedo, who assumed the reins of govern-
ment as forty-first viceroy of New Spain. H e was 
appointed while captain-general of Cuba, and assumed 
office July 9, 1746. The peaceable condition of the 
country favored the propensities of the new ruler, 
who had acquired a vast fortune by trading ventures, 
and throughout Europe w âs regarded as the richest 
vassal of his sovereign. His fortune increased enor-
mously during his administration, and in the history 
of the viceroys he is noted mainly as a shrewd and 
successful speculator. H e would jDass by no commer-
cial enterprise or profitable traffic, generally devoting 
thereto his personal attention, so that the viceregal 
palace was transformed into an exchange. Neverthe-
less he had some qualities which gained for him the 

'̂ He retumed to Spain, and was appointed ambassador to Vienna, where 
he airaiiged the marriage of one of the sons of Philip V. Rirrra, Gobernantes, 
i. 3(i3. See also, for other particulars, Orticncs de la Corona, MS., i, 38-9, 166; 
lieul C'dulas, MS., 210; Panes, Vir< <jcs, in .Mon. Dom. Esp., MS., 45; Lo-
reif.ana, Ilist, X, Esji.,33; ViU.a-Si'Ítor, J'ratro, i. 7. 
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respect of his subjects, and cliief among them was his 
personal courage. I t is related that when a revolu-
tionary mob once gathered about his palace he rode 
in among them unattended by any guard, and by his 
commanding presence and stern rebuke caused the 
rioters to disperse. Although he devoted much of 
his time to his individual interests, it cannot be alleged 
that he neglected the affairs of state. I t is even 
claimed that he augmented the resources of the coun-
try, and greatly increased the royal revenue. The 
generous protection extended to Escandon in the pac-
ification of Nuevo Santander is also greatly in his 
favor. 

The years 1749 aiid 1750 were sad ones for the in-
habitants of New Spain. The crops were destroyed 
by unusual frosts in many provinces, occasioning a 
famine throughout the country, which in its turn w âs 
succeeded by an epidemic in the territory under the 
jurisdiction of the audiencia of Guadalajara. During 
the same period many and destructive earthquakes 
occurred, the centres of w^hich seem to have been near 
the volcano of Colima. Many lives were lost and 
towms destroyed, though the city of Colima suffered 
but little.^^ 

Fernando VI. , who succeeded to his father Felipe 
V. on the decease of that monarch in August 1746, 
had certainly no reason to be dissatisfied with ReviIIa 
Gigedo's administration, for his constant demands for 
gold to replenish the empty coffers of the royal treas-
ury were ever promptly complied with. But the 
count had now ruled for nine vears, and he was rich 
enough. His resignation was accepted in 1755, on 
w'hich date he returned to Spain.-̂ *' He was succeeded 

*̂ The towns of Sayula, Zapotlan el grande, Amacalpan, and many others 
of minor importance were destroyed. On May 13, 1752, an ecUpse of the sun 
terrified the inhabitants, and in 1758 the volcano of Jomllo on the hacienda 
of that name, near Patzcuaro, suddenly became active, Cavo, Trcs Siglos, ii. 
162, 169, 172; Rivera, fíist. Jai., i. 117; Hemandez, Estad., 18; Aiegre, fíist. 
Comp., iii. 226-7. 

>" On his retum to Spain he received the title of captain-general uf the 
army and was made president of the council of war. For other particulars 

i: 



360 THIRTY-SEVENTH TO FORTY-THIRD VICEROYS. 

by Agustin de Ahumada y ViIIalon, marqués de las 
AmariIIas, who took charge of the government on 
the lOth of November in that year. The character 
of the marquis w âs in strong contrast with that of his 
predecessor in almost every respect. Indeed, they 
seemed to have only one trait in common, and that was 
I(\valty to their sovereign. Amarillas was a soldier 
who had won fame in the Italian wars, and at once 
devoted himself to correcting the abuses that had 
crept in under the former administration. Bu t soon 
after his arrival his health began to fail, and by the 
advice of physicians he resided for some time at 
Cuautitlan, and thence removed to the city of Cuer-
navaca. No t finding relief he returned to Mexico 
where he died February 5, 1760. While his prede-
cessor was known as the v/ealthiest vassal of the king, 
it may be said of AmaiiIIas tha t he was one of the 
poorest. Though his administration lasted more than 
four years, his honesty and generosity had been such 
tha t his widow was left in poverty, and became de-
pendent on the archbishop Rubio y Salinas, who pro-
vided funds for her return to Spain.^" 

Francisco de Echávarri, president of the audiencia, 
took eharge on the death of the viceroy, and ruled for 
several months pending the arrival of his successor. 
In the carta de mortaja, the governor of Habana, 
Francisco Cagigal de la Vega, was designated to fill 
the vacancy ad intêrim. H e was notified of his 

conceming Revilla Gigedo's administration, see Instruc ]lreycs, .3-57; Or-
dcnes dcla Gorona, ^MS., iv. 190; Doc Ecles. Jlex., MS., v, pt. i. 27; Payno, 
liniius Crm ruli's, vi.-vii.; Loren'/.unu, IJist. X. Esp., '3'3; (Ja.<tro, Diario, in 
D'j'-. IL t. JIcx., Ist ser, vi. 84-5; Aiaman, Disert.,'úi. apY>. 50-60; Zamacois, 
IJi.<'. JlrJ.. V, 571-9, 

^''Sunie yeais ]ire\ ious to the viceroy's death, an agedmarried couplewith-
out hcirs, and friends of the family, had donated a large estate to his wife. 
Alter much reluctance, the gift was accepted. The case was reported tu the 
Liiiir hy e\ il-di,-posed per.-=uns, and the donation was declared void, thus 
leavin.'j; thc viccregal íaiiiily in poverty. For particulars of the case see 
li' (ih sCc'ltdus, MS., ii. 225-S. See also Virrijr<, Instruc, MS., Ist ser., pt. 
V. l-<i; pt. vi. 7; 2d ser., pt. iv. 1-2; Doc Edes. JIcx., MS., i, pt, vi,; Colocjuio, 
S"jJi. 1/ Leon., MS., 4; Panes, V'ireyes, in Mon. Dom. Esp., MS., 47; Loren-
zuna. Jlisf. X, Esp., 33; Aiaman, D'isert., iii. app. 60-1; Rivera, Gobernantes, 
379-85. 

^h,. 
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appointment by the audiencia, and arrived at Vera 
Cruz April 8, 1760, receiving the viceregal baton on 
the 28th, when he formally entered the cit}'' of Mexico. 
The administration of this, the forty-third viceroy, 
was void of any important event, and of very short 
duration. Knowing that his succe-jsor would soon 
arrive from Spain, he abstained from making any 
changes in the government, and contented himself 
with upholding for the time the existing laws. ' 'How-
ever, during the few months of his rule," says Panes, 
*'he gave- evidence of extreme rectitude, zeal, and 
disinterestedness in the service of the king and the 
public."' '21 

^̂  I may mention as authorities on the preceding chapters the foIIoAVÍng: 
Villa-Senor y Sanchez, Theatro, Jlex., i. 33-382; ii. 47, passim; Calle, Jlem. 
y Not., 77, 90; Torquemada, i. 338-9; Papeles de Jesuitas, MS., ,521-38; 
Doc Ecles. de Mex., MS., i. 4-15, 27-41; ii. 1-3, 43-6, 133; Alci/re, Jlist. 
Comp. Jesus, iii. 197-8, 213-18, 261-8; Ordrncs de la Corona, J\1S., i, 29, 
38-9, 59, 68; ii, 58-189; iu, 171; iv, 67-70, 139-48, 164-6, 190-4; v. 11, 99, 
104; vi. 7; vii. 48-54; Arlecjui, Prov. de Zac, 57, 73-89, 94-6, 122-3,408-44; 
Providencias, liccdcs, MS., I, 8-10, 60-2, 172-5, 219-21; Villrnn ú li'ijnitc 
Roma, MS,, passim; Navarro, Misiones de Nayarif, MS., 466, 469; Ctrlifi-
cacion de las Jlercedes, MS,, 33-56; Cortés, fíist. N. Esp., 31, 33-4; r< 'ltrco 
and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, ix. 179-91; Dávila, Confiituacion, MS., 1!)2; Azunzu, 
Ynstruccion, MS., 76-8, 106-8; Lazcano, Vida del P. Oriedo, 276-8; .Su u-
ritas, Relacion de la Conq., passim; Jlic/ioacan, Lnforrne de las JIi<iottcs, 1S\><., 
137, passim; Pinart, Col. Doc Jlex., M,S., passim; Nayarit, Frugti nto l/isi., 
MS,, 1; Id., InforiiicdelaAud. deGuad., MS,, 67-9, 75; Descrip. deAiiirri'rt, 
MS., 107, Í23-5; Jledina á licgcnte Romú, MS., passim; Doc Ili<f. M' ,., 
série i. tom, i. 330, 362; iv. v. vi., passim; série ii. tom, iv., paswirn; tum. 
vii, 31, 278, 435; JLcdina, Cron. de San Diejjo dr Jlex., 181, 256; Virnjcs de 
Mex., MS., série i, 1-19; série ih 2-17; ncalcs Cédulas, MS., i. 1, 2,8-35, S3, 
181-3, 203; ii. 109-12, 159, 197, 210, 2-25-8, 234; Cedulnrio, MS., i. 66, 88, 
114, 209-14, 330-1; iii. 9-11, 34-7, 96, 110-28, 176, 211, 238; Jloitumcntcjs 
Domin. E-ip., MS., 41-7, 110-17, 309-48; Gonciiios Prov. 1555 y 1505, 2-24-6; 
Salguero, V'idu, passim; Cancelada, liiiina de ia X. Esp., 73-7; Fii/urroa, 
Vind'icias, MS,, 123; Beaumont, Crtín. Jlich., iv, 92; v. 79-84; Jluliratami-

enfo dc Lulios, ISIS,, I; Recop. de Ind., i. 339; Castro, Diurio, passim; Soc 
Mex. Geog., BoL, tom, i. 135; ii, 6, 18-20, 96-110; vi. -295; vn, 3-40, 138. 
300-17, 5 2 1 ^ 3 ; ix. 270-5; xi. 200-1; / , / . , 2da ép. i. 291, 497-500, 570-2; 
iii. 21-5, 194-9, 307; Id., 3da ép, i. 238, 266; v. 497; Jlontemayor, Svma-
rios, 61; Soriano, Prtílogo, passim; Arévaîo, Ctjmpend., 6 et seq,; Cavo, 
Tres Siglos, ii,, passim; iii, 197; Jlayer JLSS., no, 2, passim; no. I I , 49-
51; Linares, Instruc, MS,, 15-27; Bclcna, L'ecop., ii. 26-58; Orozco y Berra, 
Not. IIisL, 291-2; Frejes, Hist. Conq., 238-40; Ilumboldt, E.ssai PoL, i. 
57, 155, 203, 257-61, 282-8; Id., New Spain, ii, 180-7, 224-35; Id., Tahla 
Estad., MS,, 7-40; Id.,Versuch, ii. 156-60, 186-95; Nueva E.spa'ãa, Brcvr 
Res.,i. 112-14, 139-40; ii. 304r-20; Instrucc'tonrs á hsVireyes, 5-111; Beltrami, 
Mex., i, 107-9; Guerra, Revue N. E,tp., i, 3-54; JLayer's Mex.Aztec, i. 22S-39; 
Id., Mex. as it tvas, 172-3; Payno, Rentas Generaies, vi,-vii, , passim; liot/ri-
gtiez, Carta HisL, 43-56; Gonzalez, Col. X. Leon, 4-153, 365-72; Jlo.saico, 
Mex., u, 419; vi. 162; vu, 225-9; Prieto, Di.st. Tam., 1-9, 67-8, 75-213; Al-



362 THIRTY-SEVENTH TO FORTY-THIRD VICEROYS. 

zate, Gazetas, u. 97; iii. 344, 420; Colima, Representacion, passim; Noticiade 
X. EspaHa, 18-19; Sanchez, Sermon, 1-28; fíassel, Mex. and Guat., 155-68, 
212-29; Fransham, ]Vorld, 8-20; Lacunza, Discursos ILisL, no. 35, 509-12; 
Robertson's Hist. Am. (ed, London), ii, 950, 955, 970-2; Ortiz, Jlex. Indep. 
L'tbre, 79; Castellanos, Defensa, 26; Alvarez, Estudios fíisL, iii. 354, 364-84; 
Parras. Conq. deJalisco, MS,, 520-1, 742-3; Lerdo de Tajada, Apunt. HisL, 
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CHAPTER XX. 

VICEROYS FORTY-FOUR TO FORTY-SIX. 

1760-1779, 

•ViCEBOT MAEQUÉS DE CEUÍLLAS—KiNG CiBLOs I I I . PBOCLAIMED—WAR 

-mTH G E E A T BEITAIN—EXTENSIVE AND COSTLT PEEPABATIONS AGAINST 

PossiBLB ATTACKS—VISITADOEGENEEAL JosÉ DE GAL'VEZ—His EMINENT 

SBEVICES IN MEXICO AND SPAIN—CBUÍLLAS' R E L I E F AND H A B S H TBE.4T-

MENT—ViCEBOY MAEQUÉS DE C B O I X — H E SUPPOBTS GALVEZ—HlS RULE 
APPBO'VED—PEOMOTION, RECALL, AND FUTUEE C A E E E E — U N J U S T STBICT-

UBES—VicEBOY F E E Y AXTONIO M A E Í A BUCAEELI—GENEEAL MEASURES 

OF HIS LONG R U L E — H i s DEATH—TEMPOBABY R U L E OF THE AUDIENCIA— 

FOUETH ECCLESIASTICAL C O U N C I L — I T S A C T S — A E C H B I S H O P F E A N C I S C O 

ANTONIO LOEENZANA—His COUESE IN MEXICO AND S P A I N — H E IS MADE 

A CAEDINAL—FuTUBE CABEEE AND DEATH. 

THE successor of General Cagigal, and forty-fourth 
viceroy, w âs Joaquin Monserrat,^ marqués de Cru-
íllas, a knight grand cross, claviger commander of 
Montroy and Burriana, and bailiff of Sueca in the 
order of Montesa,'^ a mariscal de campo^ of the army, 
and lieutenant-colonel of the royal Spanish infantry 
guards. He brought out his wife, Dona María Josefa 
de Acuíia,* a lady related to the highest nobility of 

^ His fam y names, as given at the head of his decrees, were Monsen-at, 
Ciurana, Cmíllas, Crespí de Valldaura, AUonso, Calatayud, Sans de la Llosa. 
Disposic Varías, i. 21, iv, 1. 

^ A Spanish order of knighthood named after the convent of Santa María 
de Montesa, which was situated two leagues from the city of Já t iva in the 
province of Valencia, I t was founded with the sanction of Pope John XXIL 
in 1537. Moreri and Jliravel y Casadevante, Gran. Dicc, vu. 74. 

' This was his military rank at tlie time of his appointment. Reales Cédulcts, 
MS., ii. 237. His promotion to lieutenant-general was decreed soon aftei 
his departure for America. Rivera, Gob. Jlex., i. 388. He certainly held tlie 
commission of a Ueutenant-general during his mle in Mexico, and made il 
appear in his decrees. 

* Her family names were: Acuna y Prado, Vazquez, Coronado, Henriquez, 
Luna y Portocarrero, Castro, Figueroa y Mendoza, RonquiIIo y Briseno, 5las-
carenas, Alencastre y la Cueva. Rodriguez, Express. del Dolor., i , - xvL 
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Spain, among whom was the late viceroy, marqués de 
Casafuerte, and it is even said that royal blood coursed 
in her veins. 

The marqués de CruíIIas was appointed viceroy of 
New Spain on or before the 9th of May, 1760. He 
left Spain in July, touched at Puer to Rico and Cuba, 
and landed in Vera Cruz the 4th of September. He 
left tha t city the 19th, and journeying as his prede-
cessors had done, reviewing on his way the colored 
troops in Puebla, and reached on the 5th of October 
Otumba, where acting viceroy Cagigal delivered him 
the baton of command, and on the next day^ informally 
entered the capital. Being received by the ayunta-
mieiito and conducted to the presence of the royal 
audiencia he then laid before tha t body his commis-
sions as viceroy, governor, and president, took the 
oath of office,^ and made his public entry into Mexico 
on the 25th of January, 1761,^ not the I7 th as modern 
authors have asserted. 

Several important affairs soon engaged the new 
vicero3''s attention. The first was the recognition and 
proclamation of the new king who had ascended the 
throne in November 1759. The act had been decreed 
in 1760 and postponed. The viceroy resolved that it 
should be on a magnificent scale. Accompanied from 
the palace by the city council, courts of justice, and 
the nobility on horseback, holding the standard that 
had been blessed by the archbishop, the marquis 
repaired to the stage erected in the plaza mayor, 
where being challenged to raise the standard for Cárlos 

^ Cavo, l'rcs Siglos, ii. 173, refers to the Lihro Cap'itular of Mexico for this 
date. Lorenzana, Ili.st. A". L'.</>., has it 4th of October, Panes erroneously 
places his arrival in Mexico on the 24th of August. The same authority adds 
that CruíUas was the last viceroy to make a public entry in Tlascala and other 
places as had been the practice of his regularly commissioucl predecessors, 
Pat s, \'ir., in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., M.S., 49, 

^ On his recognition he deiiianded the yearly pay of $40,000 from the date 
(,f his cmbarkation for America, Rivcra, Gob. Jlex., i. 388, 

' He at once carricd out the papal bull on patronage, prayer, and recogni-
t i .n of the mystery of the immaculate conception of the virgin Mary. Ib. A 
grind triumphal arch was erected with allegorical paintings, which are de-
seiibed in a work dedicated to the marquesa de CmíIIas, Leon, Ilust. de las 
Pinturas, 1^0. 

LA. 
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I I I . he complied, and then and there the caciques of 
Tlatelulco, Tezcuco, Tlacopan, and Cuyoacan re-
iterated their allegiance on behal^ of the Mexican 
nation. The procession being again organized, the 
several other platforms were visited, and the cere-
monies repeated. That night, and the tw^o following, 
the city was brilliantly iUuminated, and the people 
surrendered themselves for three days to festivities, in 
the midst of which poetical effusions were not 
wanting.® 

While the viceroy was studying the general affairs 
of the country, and discharging his multifarious duties, 
news reached Mexico early in 1762 tha t war had been 
declared by Spain against Great Britain. There 
were good reasons to apprehend an attack on Vera 
Cruz, for early in June a combined land and naval 
force had captured Habana. Cruíllas hastened to 
Vera Cruz to provide for its defence, taking with him 
the tw'o companies of his guard, and reenforcing the few 
bodies of regular troops a t his command. The militia, 
both infantry and cavalry, from all parts of the 
country was mustered into active service, and quar-
tered at a convenient distance from Vera Cruz. 
Among them was one battalion of Puebla, and one of 
Michoacan. Most of the men were SjDanish creoles; 
to render them efficient the viceroy summoned to his 
aid such governors, corregidores, and alcaldes mayores | 
as had formerly followed the profession of arms.^ 

The real consulado of Mexico raised and equipped 
at its own expense a regiment of dragoons. The regi-

^Cárhs III., Amorosa Contienda, 1-208; Cdrlos III., Real ProcL, 1-29. 
The ceremonials of allegiance were repeated throughout the country, In 
Puebla, particularly, the loyal manifestation was marked, An obelisk, said 
to have been worthy of the Augustan era, with the king's statue on the top 
was erected in the plaza, Cârlos IIL, Obelisco, 1-4, etc.; Plateros, Ohclisco, 
1-5. The ceremonies in Vera Cruzare described in Idea Jlercitricd, 1-20. 

^ Alaman, Disert., iii, app, 63, Among those who obeyed the summons 
were Pedro Montesinos de Lara, president of the real audiencia of Nueva 
Galicia, and comandante general of that province;and José Cárlos de Aguiar, 
govemor of Durango. The latter was made inspector-general of all the troops 
called to the succor of Vera Cmz, Panes, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esp., MS., 
119-20, 
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miento del comercio was intrusted with the preserva-
tion of public order at the capital, which service it had 
rendered, on several previous occasions of danger, free 
of all cost to the royal treasury. 

The viceroy visited Anton Lizardo and Alvarado, 
and caused provisional batteries to be erected to pro-
tect the entrance of the bar, and floating batteries. 
A hospital w âs likewise made ready, and barracks for 
the troops. Every possible measure was adopted to 
meet the impending attack.^*' 

The whole force put under arms remained in active 
service till all danger had passed,^^ peace having been 
concluded between the belliofcrents soon after. The 
new^s of peace was brought by a British man-of-war, 
which found some difficulty in gaining admittance into 
port ; but becoming satisfied of the t ruth of the re-
j3ort, the authorities finally greeted her with the usual 
honors. On the 25th of February, 1763, arrived in 
Vera Cruz tlie British frigate Trent w ith the Spanish 
j3risoners captured by the English in the siege of 
Habana, and a copy of the preliminaries of peace. In 
September of the same year came several small vessels 
conveying the garrison, officials, vecinos, and two 
bands of Indians from Pensacola, w^hich place, by order 
of the captain-general of Cuba, had been surrendered 
to the English.^^ The energetic measures taken and 
personally supervised by the marqués de Cruíllas for 
the defence (jf New Spain were highly appreciated, 
and rewarded by the crown.-' 13 

^"At this time was brought to Vera Cmz from Campeche a 'reUgioso ser-
vita,' who pretendcd to have ^asited Yucatan to procure shoes for the 
Eiiglisli. Several papers and drawings of Spanish ports being found on his 
person, he was taken to Mexico as a spy, and with the approval of the au-
diencia thrown into jail. This confinement of a priest with common crim-
inals was objected to by the archbishop, who claimed the ecclesiastic immu-
nity; the secretary of the audiencia was excommunicated; but the viceroy 
and audiencia demanded the repeal of the excommunication, and the demand 
was complied with. Cavo, Tres S'iglos, ix. 380-1; Rivera, Gob. Jlex, i. 394-5. 

' ' The expense incurred in these preparations exceeded two million dollars, 
Rivrra, Gob. Mex., i. 394, 

'^ The authorities and the people provided for the comfort of the immi-
grants, Id. 

^^He was made 'gentil hombre de cámara de S. M.' Reales Cédulas, MS., 
ii. 153; liivera, Gob. Méx., i. 399. 
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Experience had taught the necessity of a strict su-
pervision by the crown over the management of the 
treasury. The court, therefore, directed Francisco 
Armona to come to New Spain as visitador general 
to inspect and arrange the administration of the royal 
revenues.^* The king's minister, Arriaga, sent the 
viceroy the instructions under which the visitador 
was to act, and ordered him to aid that officer in every 
possible way. Armona, who had been given five as-
sistants, died on the passage out, and José de Galvez, 
an intendente of the royal army, was chosen for the 
position.^^ He came out in 1761, and before he had 
fairly begun the discharge of his duties a disagree-
ment sprang up with the viceroy who refused to 
recognize certain powers claimed by the visitador. 
Thereupon the latter, referring the questions to the 
crown, led a retired life and awaited the final decision. 
The fleet of 1764 brought him powers independent 
of the viceroy, almost unlimited ones, wdiich the latter 
could not ignore. 

Galvez was endowed with talents of a high order, a 
sterling fearless character, indomitable will, and un-
common industry, united to great experience in affairs. 
He has been charged with a harsh, despotic, ran-
corous disposition,^^ that never tempered justice with 
clemency,^^ but there were deeply rooted abuses to 

*̂ The French a t that thne had much influence at the Spanish court. They 
urged Spain to be better prepared with resources for war, to whieh end the 
government sliould eflfect such changes in the administration of the American 
possessions as would bring about an increase of revenue, which hitherto, con-
sidering their extent and wealth, was indeed a very scanty one, Alaman, 
Disert., ui, 296, 

'* He owed his great promotion to the French ambassador a t Madrid, Ala-
man, Di.sert., ui. 296. 

i^ 'Hombre de pasiones fuertes, rencoroso y terr ible, . .abusaba del poder 
que el Soberano habia puesto en sus manos.' Many thought him insane. 
Bustamante, Supkm., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 44. 

^'Galvez was a native of Málaga, His services were munificently re-
warded by the sovereign. In 1768 he was made a member of the supreme 
council of the Indies, and on his return to Spain ministro universal de Indias, 
an ofl ce that he held till his death, which occurred suddenly at ^NIadrid 
on the 17th of June, 1787. He had been also given the title of marqués 
de Sonora. The news of his death reached Mexico the 30th of August. 
Many of those who suffered at his hands showed their satisfaction in disgrace-
ful printed papers tha t made their appearance the next moming, Lorenzana, 
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be corrected regardless of reputation.^^ I t is believed, 
how^ever, tha t tbe visitador used a jus t discrimination. 
The result of his efforts was tha t in future, or at least 
during his term, every branch of the public adminis-
tration experienced a inarked improvement,^'' officials, 
in the fear of dismission, faithfully doing the right. 

Viceroy CruíIIas neglected none of the important 
duties of his offices, and his wise, energetic policy won 
him an honorable name in the country. His disagree-
ments with General ViIIalba, explained elsewhere, and 
the presence of an official exercising authority inde-
pendent of him, rendered his stay in New Spain un-
pleasant. His relief came in Augus t 1766. 

The marquis w âs subjected to a rigorous residencia 
by the judge commissioner, José Areche, who refused 
him permission to go to Spain on bail, as had been 
granted his predecessors. H e remained in Cholula 
till the end of his trial, and then was allowed to depart 
for the mother countr}^ which he did in the same ship 
tha t carried General Villalba. 

The forty-fifth viceroy of New Spain was Cárlos 
Francisco de Croix,'^° marqués de Croix, a knight of 
the order of Calatrava, commander of Molinos and 
Laguna Rota in the same order, and a lieutenant-
general of the royal army,^^ who had been colonel of 
tlic w^alloon guards. H e had given proofs of military 
skill in fifty years of service; he had been in command 
at Ceuta and Puer to de Santa María, and had served as 
captain-general of Galicia. King Cárlos I I I . esteemed 
him higlily, knowing tha t he was a sincere, just man, 
and a true soldier, ready at all times to sacrifice him-

lE ^f. X. E.<p,, 34, 35; Pcmes, i'ir, in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., MS,, 121; Gonm,, 
iJ'iaiJo, in 1)"C. IIi.J. JIix., -2^ ser., vu. 280-1; Cu:.<Ja de JIcx. (1786-7), ii-
82. Kivera, C'jh. Mix., i. 40-2, wrongly gives I7S9 as the year of his death. 

'"A few of those were at a later day reinstated by the sovereign. Cavo, 
Tres Si'/los, ii. 1S2. 

' ' His master mind had been felt everywhere, Alaman, Disert.,iii. app. 64. 
"̂ In several documents, both manuscript and priuted, the name is written 

Croíx, which was probably the accent given it by Spxniards. 
'̂ i A native uf the city of LiUe iu Flanders, and of a very illustrious family. 

Lorenzana, Ili<t. X. Esp., 35; Alaman, Disert., iii. aj p. 65, 

. 
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self for his master, as he called the sovereiofn, whose 
orders were to be obeyed without cavil, and on the 
same principle he allowed no contradiction to his own 
authori ty as the king's lieutenant.^^ 

The marquis took charge of his offices on the 25th 
of Augus t 1766, which was the date of his entering the 
capital."^ From tha t time he paid strict attention to 
his duties, doing all in his power for the imjDrovement 
and defence of the country, the increase of its revenues, 
the development of knowledge, and all that might 
be expected from a conscientious ruler. Wi th tlie 
visitador general, José de Galvez, he maintained the 
closest relations, sujDporting all his measures, as he 
had the fullest confidenee in his ability and character. 
The marqués de Croix won for himself the name of 
an able vicero}", as well as of a pure, upright man. 
When Iie arrived he refused to accept the customary 
gifts, and called for higher pay from the crown, which 
was granted him. H e was somewhat addicted t(.) 
drink, and evil tongrues called Iiim a drunkard.^^ If 
this was so he was a better man drunk tban was many 
another sober; at all cvents his measures show^ed tha t 
he was a very sensible man, and tha t they w^ere jDlanned 
by no elouded or besotted intelleet. 

^̂  Anecdotcs were related of him, which, if authentic, and they are given for 
what they may be wortli, go to showthathepossessed a vein of humoras weU 
as force of character. Once while holding a command in Spain, the aU-
powerful inquisition sent for him. and he obeyed the summons ; but knowing 
the characters he ha,I to deal ^'ith, took with h 'mas, iuad ef artiUerymenand 
four cannon, whiehhe stationed round theÍ!i(|niaitorialqnarters, gi^ ing orders 
to liis men, before entering the buihling, that if Iie d i l notcome out in litceeu 
minutes they were to demoUsh it. The in.piisitors on learning this disinissed 
him 'con mue'ias zalenias y caraliauas,' ;;n.,l U'j^'er troubled him agaiu, An-
other time a bishop excommunicated him; and on hemg apprised that this 
meant cutting off relations betweeu him and the faithíul, he resolved to cut 
off relations ot the faithful with the bishop, and laid siege with armed men to 
the episcopal palace to stop all ingress and egress as long as the excommuni-
cation should be in force, The next day the prelate raised the ban, and seut 
the mr.r,;;;Í3 his apologies, whereupon the troops were removed, Correo ,S< nta-
nario (Euo. 10, lb27),"i, 124-5. 

-̂  He was the first viceroy not to make a public entry, as his rei^ularly 
commissioned predecessors had doue, Pana'í, Vir., in Monum. Dom. Esj,., 
MS., 50. 

'-* His stock of wines and liquors was the finest in the country, and his 
table splendid. His expression of thanks to the sovereign for increase of 
pay and promotion was no warmer than when he was granted exemption 

HisT. M E S . , VOL. m . 24 
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On the 21st of April 1770 he was commissioned a 
captain-general of the royal a rmy; and as a further re-
ward of his faithful services, on being relieved from 
the government of New Spain the 22d of September 
1771, he was promoted to viceroy and captain-general 
of the kingdom of Valencia in Spain.'^^ These offices 
he held at the time of his death.''^^ 

The forty-sixth viceroy was the bailiff Frey An-
tonio María Bucareli yUrsua , Henestrosa, Lasso de la 
Vega, ViIIacis y Côrdoba, knight commander^^ of La 
Bôveda de Toro^^ in the order of Saint John of Malta, 
and a lieutenant-general of the royal armies.^^ 

Bucareli was a native of Seville, and related to the 
most noble families of Spain and Italy, being on his 
paternal side a descendant from a very distinguished 
family of Florence, which boasted among its con-
nections three popes, six cardinals, and other high 
officers of the state and church; and on the maternal, 
the Ursuas were related to several ducal families.^'' 
The knight entered the military service of his country 
as a cadet, and rose by gallantry and honorable service 
to be lieutenant-general. H e had distinguished him-
self in several campaigns in I ta ly and Spain, in eii-

from import ,luty on some barrels of Bordeaux wine. Bustamante, Suplem., 
in Cuoo, Tres Siglos, iu. 13-14. 

-' A),out the tiiiie of his departure the spite of his enemies was displayed 
in doggerel verse, depreciating his rule, and even hinting a t peculation. Vir. 
l,t.sfrucr., :M.S. , I s t ser . , no, 13, 1-3; no, 14, 1-4, 

^^Iu 17^6, at the age of 87 years, Gomez, D'iario, in Doc fíist. Mex., 2d 
ser,, vii. 259-0!). In 1775 had been paid himout of the Mexican treasuryby 
r(jyal order au extra allowance of .Sl2,000. JL x., Circular sohrc Xomb., MS., 
n,». ,>. 

'"Li 1776 he called himself knight grand cross, and commander, having 
beeii promoted to the former dignity by thegrand master of the order. (Jt'du-
lario, MS., i. 153, iii. 64; Di.<jjos'icio, s Varias, i., no. 26; Panes, Vir., in 
Jloiium. Dom. E.<j)., MS., 51, 

^"One author says La de Osma, Panes, 'mld., 124. And still another 
work descriptive of the viceroy's funeral, in the title-page has it La Tocina, 
The sameis found in someof Bucareli's lateredicts. Bucareli, BreveDescrip., 
Disjio.sirirjnes l'arias, L 57. 

^*Later, probably after 1776, the king bestowed on him the office of a 
'gentil hombre de cámara con entrada, ' Panes, in Id., 124, 

^''Alburquerque, Lcrma, Denia, Alba, Arcos, Medina-Coeli, etc, BucareU 
was received into the order of Malta by special dispensation, wheu he waa 
stiU under the prescribed age, Urihe, Ehgio, in Breve Dc.scrij)., 8-10. 
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gineering work, and as the inspector-general of cavalry, 
Las t ly ,he was called to be governor and captain-general 
of Cuba, where he again rendered valuabîe scrvices to 
the crown, which were rewarded with the jiromotion 
to the viceroyalty of New Spain. Nor v as this the 
only reward. H e was not only permitted to grant 
offices to twelve of his friends and attachés, a jor vi-
lege tha t had been withheld for some years from his 
predecessors, but was given by royal order of January 
22, 1777, an increase of $20,000 a year above what 
had been the viceroy's salary, making it $80,000, as a 
inark of special favor.^^ 

The newly appointed viceroy left Habana August 
14, 1771, and arrived at Vera Cruz on the 23d; started 
thence September 9th, and travelling slowly, via An-
tigua, Rinconada, P lan del Rio, Jalapa, Vigas, 
Perote , Haciendas de Soto, Tonquito and San Diego, 
Piedras Negras, Buenavista, Apam, Otumba, and 
San Cristôbal, accomplished the journey of 84 leagues 
to the capital on the 23d. This route was the short-
est as well as most convenient, avoiding the entry 
into Tlascala and Puebla, in both of which cities the 
municipal authorities and people, particularly the Ind-
ians of the former, would have insisted on entertaininø; 
the viceroy, and their wishes could not well have been 
slighted, entailing upon him the delay of two or three 
days at each place, and upon those communities ex-
penditures tha t would have weighed heavily on them 
for a long time. A t San Cristôbal the real audiencia 
and other officials, among them the representatives of 
the city of Mexico, paid their homage to the incoming 
ruler, who received the baton of command from his 
predecessor the 22d of September, whereupon the 
city authorities escorted him to the capital.^^ H i s 
public reception was magnificent, for the citizens be-
lieved him deserving.^^ 

^^Expediente promovido, in Mex., Circular sobre Nomb., MS., no. 7-26. 
*̂  Vir. Instruc, MS,, Ist ser., no. 8, 1-2. 
*̂  The triumphal arch was a splendid architectural work in three of the 
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General Bucareli on the 20d produced to the au-
diencia his three commissions as viceroy and governor, 
captain-general, and jiresident of tliat body, and took 
the oath to faithfully discharge h isdut ies ; among the 
pledges was tha t of maintaining peace in the interior, 
and defending the kingdom against all foes.^ 

Viceroy Bucareli during neaily eight years' rule 
attended carefully to the organization of the military 
forees and coast defences; to the well-being of the new 
settlements in California; an honest and economical 
management of the royal treasury, the revenue of 
which he augmented without burdening the king's 
subjects with extra taxation; the jjolice and adminis-
tration of justice; the development of public instruction 
and the arts of peace, Indeed, whatever could con-
tribute to the honor of his sovereign and the welfare 
of the peojjlc was matter of interest to him. He 
cared for the poor in hospitals and asylums, and was 
zealous in assisting the prelates of the religious orders 
to jireserve good morals. The term of his rule was 
the hajjiiest tha t New^ Sjjain experienced. Peace and 
pi'osjjerity reigned; and the country took long strides 
in advance. 

Whilst the vieeroy was thus engaged disease seized 
him, a violcnt attack of pleurisy,^^ to which he suc-
cunibed on the 9th of April, 1779. His death spread 
sorrow thi'oiighout the land, for he had W'On the title 
of "vii'i.y amado j)wr la j)az de su gobierno." As an 
evideiiee of the hÍL;li standinof of his chai'acter, I shall 
mcntion oiie inr,tance. Beinii' in need of funds for the 

orders, namely, lonic, Corinthian, and composite. The allegory of Ulysses 
was v.sed to represent Bnear.li 's gieat actions, his lcamiuír, wisdom, and 
virtui s. 'íli.. fomiula was that of the aucient Romans, with mottoes and 
emhlems from Lntin and < reek autlior-, and dcseriptions uf passoges tn appro-
priaíe (Ja^tilian \er,-,. L'ou, J. ]'cl'i.<tjit'Z, Lj/Jicuc'toit de los Adornos, 1--22. 

^* E<cril)U,io Cu-tro, (Jrriij'., in JIcx., (Jirruhtr sobre Xomh., MS., no. 1, _ 
'^Duiing thi.>, his last illness, were hiunL;ht to him the niust notablerelics 

in the convents and churches, The \-iaticum came from the sagrario of the 
cith, ,lial, the aiehbishop accompanying the host from the foot of the palace 
stairs; but not administering the communion because the viceroy objected to 
giving him the trouhlc of ],uttiiig on his vestments. Gomez, Diario, in Doc 
Ilist. Mex., 2d ser., vii. :,{). 

file:///-iaticum
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operations of the mint the merchants lent hiin w th-
out interest or security $2,500,000.^^ 

The deceased had ordained in his last will tha t his 
remains should be interred in the temple of the In-
signe y Real Colegiata of Guadalupe, charging that 
the interment should be in the humblest ancî most 
trampled spot at the very entrance of tlie teni|)le, 
The body remained in state at the palace till tbe Oth, 
when the funeral cortége started in the morninof f )r 
the convent of San Francisco, where it was depo^itcd 
till the evening, and then it w as conveyed to the san-
tuario of Nues t ra Senora de Guadalupe, and there on 
the 29th of October inhumed in the threshold, as he 
had requested, with expressive epitaphs on the tomb. 
The executors, José Mart in de Chavez and Joaquin 
Antonio Dongo, in view of the late viceroy's great 
regard for the Capuchin nuns, and of his great zeal in 
the erection and preservation of the casa de ejerci-
cios in the oratory of San Felipe, resolved that his 
heart should be given to the Capuchin nuns, and his 
other vitals to the before mentioned casa.^' 

So soon as the supreme government heard of the 
death of Viceroy Bucareli, it ordered tha t his effects 
should be forwarded to Spain, and tha t no resi-
dencia of his official acts should be had,^^ a course 
unprecedented in the history of royal representation. 

Immediately after Bucareli's death w âs officially | j j 
announced, was opened the pliego de providencia or !> 
mortaja, by which the president of Guatemala was to ^ 

*®He was not backward in reimbursing the loan, Alaman, Disert., iii. app. 
68, As evidence of his piety and humility, when he felt death approaching 
he begged to be heljjed on his knees that lie might die in that position, or at 
least al lowedto lie on a bare floor, Ur'tbe, Elo'/io, 16-20, 26, 38-41, 

" This is probably the correct version as to the disposal of the heart and 
other vitals; though it was asserted in Habana that the heart was deposited 
in Santa Brigida, and the entrails in the cathedral, A contemporary left it 
written that the heart went to the Capuchin nuns, a moiety of the other 
vitals to the casa de ejercicios, and the other to the cathedral, Gomez, Diar'to, 
in Doc fíist. JIcx., série ii. vii. 60, 74-5. Panes, Vir., in Jlonwm. Dom. 
Esp., MS., 51, 124, merely says that the heart was deposited in the convent 
of the Capuchin nuns, and the body in the colegiata. 

'^^Gomez, Diarío, in Doc fíist. Jléx., série ii, vii, 85-6, 
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succccd as viceroy ad interim. Until his arrival the 
government devolved on the audiencia. The baton 
of acting captain-general w âs delivered to the regente, 
Francisco Romá y Rosek^ Circulars w êre despatched 
to the authorities throughout the country to notify 
them of these events.^" 

On the 23d of April was celebrated a thanksgiving 
inass, attended by the audiencia and the regente. At 
the hcad of the palace reception room were placed 
three chairs; the middle one was occupied by the 
regente, and the other two by the decano, or senior 
oidor, and the subdecano. The regente and his two 
associates took the palace coach, the guard presenting 
arms, and with a squad of cavalry in advance, and the 
escort of halberdiers, repaired to the cathedral, at the 
principal door of which were four canons to receive 
them. For the regente w âs supplied not a prie-dieu, 
but a mere cushion." The audiencia during its rule 
of a little over four months made no change in the 
government policy. 

One of the notable events of the second half of the 
eighteenth century was the assembling of the fourth 
Mexican provincial council,^^ convened pursuant to 
two royal cédulas of August 21, 1769, one of which 

" H e was the first regente; appointed June 20, 1776; entered upon his 
duties March 13, 1778, and resigned the office in 1782. Both he and his 
wife, Narcisa Paisagns, were from Catalonia, He died in Mexico, December 
1, 17.'>4, and was buried the next day iu the chapel of Santo Domingo with 
the honors of the last rank he held in life, Rcales Cédulas, MS,, ii. 159; 
Goinez, Diario, 198-9. His coUeagues in the govemment were the oidores 
Villaurrutia, Madrid, Gamboa, Algarin, Luyando, and Guevara, Cedulario, 
M S . , L 9 0 . 

^"J^verj- official on seeing the circular wrote over his signature in continu-
ation the date of its receipt, as well as the obligation he was under of for-
waril ing it tu other officials residiiig off the main routes taken by the couriers. 
There were six such circulars. L' 'vccno, Lvis Jlcndez de, ('u>-tu â Romá, MS, 

"Other ceremonies practised toward viceroys were omitted; for instance: 
the mace-bearers and doorkeepers of the city were not stationed in front of 
the auiHencia; the holy book was not brought to the regente to kiss, 'sino la 
paz,' that i< to say, an image to be kissed in sign of peace and fraternity, and 
this, not hy a canon, but by the master of ceremonics wcaring the surplice 
and stole. G(<inez, Diario, in Doc fíist. JIcx., 2d ser,, vii, 62-3, 

*'^IIi.sf. Jlex., iL, this series, gave full inforination on the preceding 
cuuncils. 
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Cí^mmanded the prelates of America and the Philip-
pines to attend such a council. The othei', caUed the 
tomo^ rcgio, specified as many as twenty points to be 
considered.*^ The partfsans of the expelled Jesuits , 
among whom is the writer Cárlos M. Bustamante, 
would have the world believe tha t the ministers who 
had influenced the king to adojot tha t measure, now 
impressed upon his mind a conviction tha t the convo-
cation of a provincial council, after tbe old fashion, 
was needed to eradicate the erroneous doctrines taught 
by the society of Jesus, which had taken deep root in 
America; that the king's flatterers represented morals 
in Mexico to be at a low ebb, owing to those teach-
ings; and one of the orators at the council affirmed 
that the period was worthy of comparison wdth tha t 
of the conquest of America.** 

On the 13th of January , 1770, Archbishop Loren-
zana laid the royal cédulas before his chapter, and on 
the 21st it was announced at high mass tha t the 
council would be inaugurated on the 13th of January 
proximo. Some differences between the archbishop 
and his chapter on matters of ceremonial occurred 
toward the end of 1770, and new discussions arose 
one week before the installation of the council. They 
were not, however, an obstacle to the sw^earing-in, on 
the l l t h of January 1771, before the archbishop, of 
the theolofrians and canonists who had been chosen to •" 
act as advisers of the council.*^ j ' 

The preliminary ceremonies took place, part in the li 
church, and part in the chajDter's hall, wdiich was the j; 
room selected for the sittings.*^ The viceroy made a 
short address; and after the tomoregio and the arch-
bishop's decree Iiad been read, he retired.*'^ 

^Cédida, in Concilio Prov. JLex., iv. MS,, L 1-8, 
**Suj}lcm., in Cavo, Tres Sig os, iii, 7, 
'^Five of •the former taken from both the secular and regular clergy, and 

six of the latter, Sosa, Ejoiscop. Jlex., 194, 
^'^The religious rites were attended by the royal courts without the vice-

roy; but at their termination he was found sitting on the throne under the 'i 
canopy in the council chamber. IcL, 193. < 

^'The next day the archbishop delivered a long discourse on provincial 
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The council was presided over by the archbishop, 
and the following prelates and dignitaries of the 
church were in attendance. Bishops: Miguel Álvarez 
de Abreu, of Antequera ; Fr iar Antonio Alcalá, of 
Yucatan, and elect of Guadalajara; Francisco Fabian 
y Fuero, of Puebla, and Jostí Diaz Bravo, of Du-
rango. The bishoprics of jMichoacan and Guadalajara 
were represented by canons of their chajDters. Prel-
ates of the religious orders: generals of the San 
HijDoIito and Bethlehemite orders, and the provincials 
of the Franciscans, and barefooted Franciscans, Do-
minicans, Augustinians, barefooted Carmelites, and 
order of Mercy; and the comisario of the clérigos re-
gulares of San Camilo. The colegiata of Guadalupe 
likewise had tw^o seats in the council. Oidor Antonio 
de Rivadeneira, as asistente real, and José Areche, 
fiscal of the audiencia; and the two representatives of 
the city of Mexico. The officials of the council were 
the secretary, Doctor Andrés Martinez CampiIIo, pro-
moter, master of ceremonies, notary, and two nuncios. 

The labors of the council were completed on the 
26t]i of October,^ and on the lOth of November a 
commissioner was despatched to Spain wdth the acts 
to be laid before the king in council for approval. 
This was never given them, owing to the many objec-
tions preferred by the fiscal for Peru, based chiefly 
on alleged grievances against Archbishop Lorenzana. 
The king on the 8th of October, 1772, ordered tbat 
th<" acts should not be rnade j^ublic till they were 
sanctioned by his council and the pope. They have 
consequently remained unpublished.*'' A n authenti-
cated copy of thein exists in the archives of the arch-
bishopric of ^lexico. The manuscript has a blue vel-
vet eover, and is entitled Concilio IV provincial Mex-

councils, and was foUowed by the asistente real, or viceroy's proxy, who spoke 
of what was to be done, and ended with vivas and acclamations to the vice-
i,,y, and Visitadur Galvez. Bmtamante, Suplern., in Cavo, Tres S'iglos, iii. 9, 

*^()ii tlie lOth of the saine month the council was visited by De Croix'a 
siRcessui', Bueareli, amid niuch ceremonial, and with a large suite, BttsUt-
x int', SttjJrin,, in Cufj, Trcs Si'/i<)s, iii, 9-10, 

*^Coitcilio Prov. JLx. IV, MS., i. :i(;5; Bcleitn, Recop., iL 334-5. 

. 
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icano, celebrado en 1771. I t contains five books, the 
first with thirteen titles; the second with sixteen; the 
third with twenty-four; the fourth with two; and the 
fifth, with twelve; each title having a large number 
of decrees and ordinances on ecclesiastic reform and 
discipline.^" 

The council also prepar^d fourteen works, all on 
matters more or less connected with the church, and 
tending to the improvement of its branches and ser-
vice, and to the advancement of religion and popular 
education; one of them concerned the management of 
hospitals, and another the beatification of Juan de 
Palafox. 

Doctor Francisco Antonio Lorenzana y Butron, of 
whom mention has been so often made in connection 
with the above described fourth council, was of illus-
trious lineage, born in Leon, Spain, on the 22d of 
September 1722; he studied literature in the college 
of San Salvador de Oviedo, of the renowned uni-
versity of Salamanca.^^ His first prominent position 
was that of canônigo doctoral in the cathedral of Sigii-
enza. He afterward became successively canon and 
vicar-general of Toledo, abbot of San Vicente, a dig-
nitary of the cathedral of Toledo, and a niember of the 
royal council. In 1765 he was made bishop of Pla-
sencia, and on the 14th of April of the following year 

^°Goncilio Prov. Jlex. IV, MS,, i. 9-360; ii. 13-323; Granados, Tardes, 
Am., 484-5. Bustamante irreverently calls this council a solcmn i'arce, (; 
inspired by party spirit, and supported by the king or his councillors, to ji; 
impress the Mexican people with awe and dread, and with the idea that the 
king Avas a divine being, Comparing it with the first presided over by Father 
Martin de Valencia, he derides the former as well as Lorenzana, Suplem., in 
Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii, 11-12, Bustamante's remarks are certainly ill-con-
Bidered, for the instmctions to parish priests, among other points, elearly 
show that they were intended to elevate, and not to depress the character of 
the Indians, Cathecismo por IV Conciiio. 'l'his is an original manuscript, in 
my coUection, dated September 5, 1771, bearing the signatures and rubrics of 
the archbishop of INIexico, bishops of Yucatan and Puebla, the proctors of 
Michoacan and Guadalajara, and thc secretary. I t is followed on pages 69 to 
263 by an explanation of Christian doctrine made by the covmcil, dated August u 
4, 1771, alsobearing thesamesignatures. !( 

^' His earliest ecclesiastic instruction he received in a Benedictine monas- |i 
tery. Vir. de Mex., Instruc, MS., no. 22, 2. ] 
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was promoted to the archbishopric of Mexico, of which 
he took possession on the 22d of August , receiving on 
the 8íh of September the pallium from the bishop of 
Puebla.^^ 

Lorenzana's government of the archdiocese, though 
a brief one, was marked by acts tha t justly entitled 
him to a high place ampng the most distinguished 
members of the Mexican episcopacy. His first act 
was to establish a foundling asylum. Soon after his 
arrival he noticed the absence of such a shelter for the 
care of infants forsaken by their parents either to con-
ceal a fault or to elude the fulfilment of their duties. 
H e jDurchased out of his income a suitable building 
on the l l t h of January, 1767, founding and organiz-
ing in it the casa de ninos expositos, commonly known 
as La Cuna, which he supported till he left the coun-
try. H e was governing in harmony with the civil 
power, and much valued for his learning, virtue, and 
philanthropy, w^hen he received promotion to the 
archbishopric of Toledo, and was made primate of 
SjDain, to which jolace he had been nominated on the 
27th of January, 1771. I n his new position he had a 
still wider field of usefulness. On the 30th of March, 
1789, P ius V I . made him a cardinal.^^ 

When the French revolution broke out and a large 
number of ecclesiastics from that natioii sought a re-
fuge in Sj)ain, Lorenzana, foreinost ainong the Spanish 
prelates, afforded them great jjrotection and assist-
ance.^* In 1797 he was sent by Cárlos IV . to Ronie 
to afford aid and comfort to P ius VI . , and remained 
at the pontiff's side, accompanying Iiim to Florence 
and thence to Parma. The object of his company was 
to furnish pecuniary resources to Pius. A t last the 

^'^ Concilios Prov., 1-2, His autograph signatures and official seal appear 
in Coiicilio Prov. JIcx., 4; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 192; Ftgueroa, Vindicias, 
M,s. , l . 

•"* Bustamante and others attribute liis getting the red capello to hia 
work in the fourth provincial council, Suplcm., in (Juro, J'rrs S'iglos, iiL 12. 
Tlie hiet is tliat the honor has been almost invariably conferred on the arch-
hishops of Toledo. 

"* JJir/iautJ, B'O'j. Cniv., in .^ij.su, EJJÍSCOJJ. Jlcx., 197, 
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French refused him a passport, and he was separated 
from the illustrious captive, whom he never saw again. 
The cardinal is heard of as present at the conclave held 
in Venice.^^ In 1800 he resigned the archbishopric 
of Toledo, and fixed his residence in Rome, where he 
died the I7th of April, 1804, being interred in the 
church of Santa Croce. 

Upon the receipt in Mexico of the news of the 
death of its former archbishop, funeral honors were 
paid him with great pomp. 56 

»»/d. in Id., 198. 
^Vir. de Jlex., Instmc, MS., Ist ser., no. 22, 1-12; Arévcdo, Laudatio 

Funebris, I -3I . Lorenzana published several works giving impulse to letters, 
particularly to historical research. The principal ones were: Concilios pro-
vinciales primero y segtindo, celebrados en la muy noble, y muy leal ciudad de 
Jli'xico. Mex. 1769, folio, Concilium Jlcxicanum proviuciale III. Celebratum 
Mcx'ici, anno JIDLXXXV. Præside D. D. Petro Moyaet Contreras.. .Confir-
matum Romæ die XX \DI. Octobris anno JIDLXXXIX.. .Mex. 1770, folio. 
Historia de Nueva-Espana, escrifa por su esclarecido Conquistador II«rna,í 
Cortds, Aumentada ctín otros documentos, y notcts. Mex. 1770, folio. Statuta 
Ordi,iata a Sancto Concilio Provi,ic'iaii Jíexicano III. Ex Præscripto Sacro-
sancti Concilij Triclentino Decrcto Sess. ^JfCap. 12de Reform., verbocetera. Re-
visaa Cathoiica JLaJestate, etaSucrosanctasede ApostolicaConfirmata, A. D. ? 
Jliilessimo qui,igest'issimo octuuges.sitno nono, fol'io. In the first above inen- j 
tioned work, preceding the Constituciones of the councils is the editor's carta . 
pastoral, briefly relating the object of such councils, and giving the history of | 
those held in Mexico. Next appear the resolutions of the first Jun ta Apos- \ 
tôlica, and the curious information of Captain Juan Juarcz y Gamboa iu 1649 
on the coming of the first clergymen to New Spain; Bishop Garcés' letter to i 
Paulus I I I . in favor of the natives, and next the pope's bull in 1537 declaring 
the Indians rational beings. After the acts of the two councils are given 
biographical sketches of the archbishops of Mexico, and bishops of Puebla, 
Guatemala, Antequera, Michoacan, Guadalajara, Yucatan, and Durango. ^ 
These biographies, though brief and often erroneous as to dates, are important „l 
for the study of Mexican ecclesiastic history. In continuation are the Avisos jjj 
para la acertadaconducta de uii púrroco en IaAmé,-ica; Privilegios de Lndios, ^ 
and Avisos para que los tiaturales de estos reynos sean felices en h esjnrítual y 
temporal. The whole ending with a good index in six pages of the matter 
contained in the volume. 

With reference to the Historia de la Nueva E.<ipana, which contaius 
the second, third, and fourth letters of Hernan Cortés, Icazbalceta says 
that he has been unable to ascertain if the original Lorenzana had before 
him was the edition in Gothic letters or Bárcia's reprint. His work is 
valuable any way, for his additions, namely: Alzate's map of New Spain 
(1769); Cortés' joumey from la Antigua Vera Cmz to Mexico, for the bet-
ter understanding of the places mentioned iu the map; a dra'wing of the 
chief temple of Mexico; remarks for better understanding Corté; ' letters (in-
formation on ancient history with the series of Mexican emperors); months 
of the Mexican year (drawing); govemment of New Spain (list of governors 
and viceroys from Cortés to Viceroy de Croix); here foUows Cortés' second 
let ter; fragments of a tribute map (Mendoza's Codex), giving the towns that 
paid, and expressing the kind, quantity, and time (31 drawings with a pre-
liminary note); here follows Cortés' third letter; Cortés' voyage to the Cali-
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fomias, with information on all expeditions made to that country till 1769, 
for better understanding Cortés' fourth letter and projects. 

Icazbalceta, Col. Doc fíist. Jlex., i., referring to Lorenzana's collection 
reprintcd in Ne-w York, in 1828, 1 vol. 8vo, by Manuel del Mar, justly finds 
fault \̂ ith the editor's alterations, an unpardonable oue being tliat of substi-
tuting j for X in Mexican names. 'l'he editor omitted Nos, 1-5, 7, and 9 of the 
previous, and added an historical account of Hernan Cortés with some poor 
cuts takcn from Clavigero. As t o the tribute map, Orozco y Berra, an archæ-
ologist worthyof allrespect, discovered many crrors, omissions, and changes 
wliieh he details in ^>ía/cs dri JIusco Xacional de JIéx.,i. 183 et seq,, con-
cluding witli these remarks: ' No proseguireinos amontonando cargos, dolien-
donos que los graudes gastos y empe o del Senor Arzobispo Lorenzana, por 
circunstancias fuera de su voluntad, no hubieran sido más fructuosos para la 
ciencia.' Lorenzana published a t Iiis own expense for distribution, not for 
salc, the above named works, and severalothers of minor importance, namely : 
several pastoral le t ters; Jlissa e Gothicuni secundum regulwm B. Isidoriin 
vsum Jlozarabum, Romc, IS' J, J'ol'io; Opera Patrum To etanoruin; Ojnra S. 
Jlurfini Legionensis, e t c , allof which have become quite rare, AIso: Aranzel 
'jiara t"dos los curas de e.ste arzobiíipado, fuera de la Ciudad de JK.rico, Mex, 
1767, foh, 6 leaves; Jlemorial que jJresentuii â todas las Comunidades, y Gre-
mios hs Pobres Jlendigos de Jlexico por mano de su Arzobispo (n. p. n. d.), 
4to, pp. 29; Jlemor'ial que presentan á todas Estados los Ninos Exptísitos de Za 
Iiitpcri'ti Ciudad de JIcxico por mano de su Arzobispo, Mex. 1770, 4to, pp, 21; 
Reglas para que los naturaies de estos Reynos sean felices en h espiritual, y 
temporal, Mex. 1768, foUo, 2 leaves; Tratado dd Agtta Mineral Calknk de 
San Barthohme(n. p.), 1772, 4to. 
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VlCEBOT M A E T I N D E M A Y O E G A — H l S EXCEPTIONAL PoSITION—WAE W I T H 

GBEAT BBITAIN—W.\BLi E MEASUBES—MAYOBGA'S EFFICIENT R U L E — 

VicEBOY MATÍAS DE GALVEZ—His SHOBT ADMINISTBATION—HE P E O -

MOTES IMPEOVEMENTS—THE CONDE DE ABANDA'S PLAN—INDEPENDENT 

KlNGDOMS IN S P A N I S H A M E B I C A TO B E E E E C T E D — K l N G CÁBLOS' O B J E C -

TIONS—THE A U D I E N C I A R U L E S A FE-W MONTHS—VlCEBOY CONDE DK 

GAL-VTEZ—His GEEAT SEEVICES AND RANK—UNBOUNDED POPULABITY— 

TBEASONABLE SCHEMES ATTBIBUTED—His ILLNESS AXD DEATH—POST-

HUMOUS B I B T H OF HIS CHILD—MAGNIFICENT CEBEMONIALS AT THE 

C H B I S T E N I N G — T H E FAMILY LIBEEALLY P E N S I O N E D — T H E AUDIENCIA 

RuLES AGAIN. 

MARTIN DE MAYORGA, a knight of Alcántara and 
mariscal de campo of the royal army, wdio had been 
captain of the Spanish royal guards, governor of AI-
cántara in Estremadura, and lastly governor, presi-
dent, and captain-general of Guatemala, became the 
forty-seventh viceroy of New SjDain. He had but 
just surrendered the baton of command to the in-
spector of the troops, and was on the point of depart-
ing for Spain, when despatches reached him that in the 
pliego de mortaja opened in Mexico at the death of 
Viceroy Bucareli he was named as the successor ad 
interim.^ On the 23d of August, 1779, he entered the 
viceregal palace, and took the oath of office, which was 
administered him by the regente in the presence of the 
oidores." 

1 He started for Mexico on the 18th of May, 1779. Juarros, GuaL, i. 271-2; 
EscamiUa, Xot. Curiosas de Ouai., 60-1 ; Disposkiones Varias, i. 58-63; Cédtt-
Utrío, iii. 61. 

"^Oomez, Diario, 70. 
(3811 
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]\Iayorga is represented to have been affable and 
liberal, possessing a magnanimous charitable heart, 
and making himself beloved by all, and yet he had to 
exercise much prudence as well as force of character, 
his position being an unfortunate one, as will be seen 
hereafter. 

The new viceroy's arrival at the capital occurred 
jus t eleven days after the proclamation there, on the 
12th, of war having been declared May 18th against 
Great Britain by King Cárlos I I I . Assistance secretly 
afforded by Spain to the British Nor th American 
colonists to attain their independence,^ had much to 
do with the animosity of the day; in which measure 
Spain did not know how surely she was working her 
own undoing in the same direction. 

The people of Mexico saw in this war nothing but 
misfortune; their trade would be harassed, and their 
coasts ravaged. Taxation, loans, and sacrifice of life 
would naturally follow. Nor were their fears un-
founded, for very soon Mexico w âs called to the aid 
of Guatemala for the recovery of the port of Omoa in 
Honduras, which the English had taken. She was 
also required to take a prominent part in the combined 
Spanish and French operations against Florida. Those 
operations were quite active from 1779 to 1781.* 

Fearinsf an assault on Vera Cruz, the gfovernment 

*Bustamante, tlie editor of Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 31-2, assures us that 
the policy of the Spanish court in aiding the colonists was intended to 
avert a dangei uus British invasion of New Spain from the North American 
colonies—a lalse step in his opinion, which eventually proved injurious not 
only to the allied powers, the French and .Spaniards, but also to the people of 
New Spain, whose emancipation it retarded 50 years, though not preventtng it. 
The king however, in his manifcsto of July 8th to his vassals of America, states 
as his reasons for the war, among others, the hostile acts of the British author-
ities in Darien and Honduras, On the lirst day of the same month ordinances 
additional to the general regulations to govern the royal navy aud letters of 
niarque on the subject of prizes, had been issued. All tradeandintercourse 
w ith the British had been forbidden in June, Recdes Ordenes, iv, 57-84, 192-6, 
199-'2'25. 

* Mayorga had been apprised in Puebla of the measures the audiencia had 
decreed to supply with money Yucatan, New Orleans, Habana, Manila, and 
other points, wMch derived their support from Mexico, and might expect an 
attack by the enemy a t any moment. He sent, in various amounts, about 
$600,000 to Louisiana for the campaign against thc English in Florida. 
Bustamante, Supiem., in Cavo, J',-cs Siglos, iii. 30-7. 

^é<5tl; 
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made every preparation to repel it. The disposable 
force, both regulars and provincial militia, was called 
into active service. Mayorga and his secretary^ vis-
ited Vera Cruz, inspected the fortifications, corrected 
defects, and stationed the troops in Orizaba, Encero, 
Jalapa, and other convenient spots. In this inspec-
tion and in all the arrangements, which occupied about 
nineteen days, Mayorga conducted himself with 
ability, energy, and dignity. Fortunately, the enemy 
attempted no movements upon the coasts of Mexico. 

B u t offensive operations were carried on from Yu-
catan to expel the British from Belize and the neigh-
borhood, pursuant to orders from the crown to the 
governor, Captain-general Roberto Rivas Betancourt , 
who hastened his preparations; and before the enemy 
could effect his purposes against Bacalar, Rivas was 
at this town ready for action. The viceroy of New 
Spain had been directed to aid the governor, but he 
could not do it. H e sent him, however, a great 
quanti ty of gunpowder, and money, which were of 
much benefit for the campaign.^ 

Rivas ' efforts were successful. H e not only dis-
lodged the Brit ish from Belize, capturing on Cayo 
Cocina the 15th of September, 1779, a number of 
prisoners, over three hundred slaves, and some small 
vessels, but with his canoes and pirogues made a prize 
of an English brig armed wdth fourteen guns. H e did * 
not, it is true, accomplish all tha t was expected of him; * 
but considering the small resources at his command «r 
to counteract the large ones of the enemy, his conduct |i 
was deemed meritorious. 

Viceroy Mayorga attended to all his duties, not 
neglecting those of charity to the poor in a time of 
affliction, with signal zeal and ability. H i s measures 
for the defence and security of the country were 

^ Melchor de Peramás was the secretary by royal appointment of the vice-
royalty. In January 1780 he was retired with the honors of an oidor. His 
successor in the office was Pedro Antonio Cosío. Gomez, Diario, 78; Papeles 
Franciscanos, MS., ii. Ist ser. 313, 315; Disposiciones Varías, i. 33. 

^ Mayorga, Carta, in Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2da ép., i. 242. 
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effected wdth the utmost possible economy to the royal 
treasury, and it is a well known fact tha t his remit-
tances of treasure during his short rule amounted to 
about fifty million pesos, without dela,ys or burdening 
the people with cxtra taxation.^ B u t all his wisdom 
and valuable services could not save him from the 
constant fault-finding of the all-powerful José de Gal-
vez, ministro universal de Indias. H e had incurred 
the enmity of tha t dignitary, it seems, because he had 
been called to the viceroyalty, an office w^hich the 
minister had intended should fall to his brother, Ma-
tías de Galvez; but Bucareli's death took place sooner 
than was exjDccted, and before Matías de Galvez had 
been commissioned as president of Guatemala.* What-
ever the motive, Mayorga was the victim of the min-
ister's ill-concealed' resentment. 

In November, L781, there arrived in Mexico Fran-
cisco Saavedra,'' a person wdio later, though but for a 
short time, became one of the ministers of state in 
Spain. H e made it appear tha t he held some au-
thority from the court. The common people believed 
liim to be a royal prince travelling incognito. As he 
presented a grave demeanor, and never gave public 
offence, a certain mystery and resjoect surrounded him. 

The viceroy's unpopularity at court was soon known 
in }'[exico, and there w^ere not wanting those to take 
advantage of it. Eveii the audiencia of ]\Iexico with 
whom hehad endeavored to maintain cordial relations, 
tr ieJ to interíere witli his action; but in a dignified 
manncr he upheld his authority. The regente of the 
audieneia of Guadalajara, Easobio Sanchez Pareja, 
took upon himself tho title of captain-general, and re-
quired the coinmissioner sent by iMayorga to attend 

' The ealls of the war on him were large, but with the assistance of the 
real consula,!,) he was cnahled timely to meet them. Panes, Vir., in Jlonum. 
Dom. L'sj)., MS., 125; liivcru, Ilist. Jnlujxt, i. 147. 

^Lustamante, Suplcn., 'm Cuvo, Tns Siglos, iiL 42; Alaman, Disert., iii. 
app. 71. 

^M.iyorga announced it in a letter to the minister of state. I t was b_e-
lieved that Saavedia came to spy the viceroy's acts. Bustamante, Supkm., in 
Cavo, Tres Siglos, iu. 42. 
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to military affairs in Nueva Galicia to first ask his 
leave to carry out orders. His presumption was re-
buked, Mayorga maintaining the unity of the cliief 
military command.^" 

The governor of Vera Cruz also manifested some 
insubordination, because the viceroy did not approve 
some of his schemes,^^ and thus the viceroy's position 
was made unpleasant. Besides these annoyances was 
the injustice of not making his appointment regular, 
or sending out a successor. His tenure was ad interim, 
and therefor he was allowed only half j)ay, though his 
expenses were great.-'^ A t last he was recalled, and 
gave up the office on the 29th of Apn l , 1783, soon 
after embarking for Spain, H e died on board the 
vessel in sight of Cádiz,^^ foul play being suspected by 
some. I n April , 1784, news reached Mexico tha t 
Mayorga's estate had been attached by the king's 
order. This was probably the usual course where an 
official was subjected to a residencia. That of tlie 
ex-viceroy was published in Mexico on the 3d of June , 
the alcalde de corte, Juan Francisco de Anda, being 
the judge,^* with results favorable to the residenciado. 

The forty-eighth viceroy of New Spain was Matías 
de Galvez, García, Madrid, y Cabrera,^^ a lieutenant-
general of the royal armies,^^ transferred from Guate-
mala, w'here he had been president, governor, and " 
captain-general.^^ The new viceroy brought with him î< 

r 

'" From that time the people of Jalisco began to show a spirit of independ- ,̂ 
ence from the central authority, which in later years became more developed, ! | 
and caused untold evils. /(/. % 

" Lcrdo de J'cjuda, Apuntes H'ist., no. 5, 308. S 
^̂  Of this he complained to the kiug, pleading also tliat the trouble had S 

come upon him soon after he had lost heavily by the Guatemala earthquake | ' 
of 1775. Alaittan, Di.sert., iii. app, 7-2, Aftcr his death 20,000 pesos were í, 
paid his widow, María Josefa Valcárcel, out of the royal treasury. LL; V 
JLai/er's JIcx. Aztec, i. 25-2-3; Zamacois, Ilisf. JEJ., v. 636. ' 

^^ Goinez, Diario, 173; Puves, Vir., in Jíonum. Dom. Esp., MS,, 125, r 
^^Ordenes de la Corona, MS,, iii, 57; Gomcz, Diccrio, 184, 186-7. 
^̂  Ccdv<z, Solemnes Excipiias, titlc-page, At foot of his portriiit, which is 

probably copied from the original formcrly existing iu the viceregal palace, 
he is named Galvez 5'Gallardo, IHvera, Goh. JIcx., i, 449, 

^^C'diilurios, i. 153; Disj>osiciones \'arias, iii, 97. 
^^ Ilist. Cent. Am., ii,, this series. 

HI8T. M E X . , YOL. III. 25 
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his wife, A n a de Cordoba.^^ Though a brother of the 
talented minister of state, the marqués de Sonora, and 
having a better heart, ]Matías de Galvez was not cn-
dow^ed with the same powers of mind. B u t best of all 
he had sound common sense and indefatigable industry. 
H e had been a plain farmer, and he looked like one; 
and he loved a farmer's life, from wdiich he had been 
drawn at his brother's elevation to high official j:)osition 
near the king's person. H e was not afraid, and on 
every projDcr occasion showed a martial spirit; but to 
inflict punishment upon another was an infiiction upon 
himself. His solicitude for the general welfare, and 
j^articularly for the relief of the poor and afflicted, was 
well known both in Guatemala and JMexico. H e was 
cheerful, witty, frugal, modest in his tastes, affable, 
and was reputed pious; and so disinterested was he, 
that having held hig i and lucrative offices, his estate 
did not probably reach, at his death, the value of 
50,000 pesos.'^ 

On the 29th of Ajiril, 1783, he took possession of 
the baton of command ad interim,^^ at the town of 
San Cristobal Ecatepec, and not at Guadalupe, as his 
predecessors had done, owdng to the bad condition of 
the reception house at the latter place. I t had been the 
viceroy's intention, on account of his advanced age and 
bodily infirmities, to enter the cit}^ in acarriage; but 
some difficulty about precedence having been raised by 
the city council, he cut it short by mounting a gentle 
horse and ridino- into Mexico. H e was the last vice-

O 

roy that entered the city ^n horseback.^^ The pas-
^* Pattcs, ]'ir., in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., MS,, 53. 
^^Gcdfcz, Solrmncs Excijtiias, 1-31; Bustamante, Suplemento, in Cavo, Tres 

iSirjl'is. iii. 52-3; Rifcra, Ilist. Jnla]>a, i. 147. 
•'"( )n the I9th of Novemberof the same year the mail broughtout hiscom-

mission as ' virey en propiedad.' Gomez, Diario, 160, 171. 
'•" The act of receiving tlie command a t San Cristôbal was approved in 

the royal order of Aug. 8, 1783, wliich prescribed tliat in future such act 
shouhl take jihice there, The precedence that the city council claimed was 
disallowed, and the king ordered March 14, 17S5, that there should uevcr Ije a 
secoud public entry, to save the city, the consnlado, and the people in gen-
cral the oncrous cxpenses it entailed. The audiencia declared its obedience 
June 25, I7S5. 0,-denes de ia Coi-ona, MS,, iu. 42, 54. Panes, Vir., in 
Jlonum. Dom. E<p., MS, 126. 
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sage to the palace was adorned with triumphal archts, 
bearing descriptive devices of his military prowess 
against the English, and his wise administrative acts 
in Central America. The services of the Galvez 
were compared in emblems and verse with those of 
the Vespasian family in ancient Rome.^- On the 
same day he took the oath of office, before the real 
acuerdo, administered to him by Regente Herrera . 

Wi th the conclusion of peace between Spain and 
England,^^ Galvez was free to devote his atten-
tion to public affairs. Many improvements in the cap-
ital and elsewhere were made; he was zealous in the 
king's service, and jealous of anything tha t might 
prove detrimental to the authority of his sovereign. 
Hence his disapproval of the aid given the revolted 
colonies of Nor th America to attain their indepen-
dence, and of the treaties afterward concluded v/ith 
them. H e foresaw dangers to Spanish domination 
in America from the presence of a democratic re-
public^* Amidst high duties well performed came 
cleath. On the 16th of September, 1784, he lay ill a t 
Tacubaya, unable to sign his name,^^ and some Indians 
brought him to the city on a litter. After re-
ceiving the sacrament and executing his last will, 
he breathed his last the 3d of November. The 
4th being the king's birthday, the remains could 
not be laid in state, so the ceremony was post- ' 

poned to the next day, w'hen the death was promul- ^ 
gated by firing three guns; after that , one gun was 
fired every half hour till the morning of the 8th, ; 
w^hen the funeral cortége left the palace for the con-

" ]'elazquez de Leon, La Estii-pe l^espasiana, 1-27. 
"^ The news reached Mexico a few days after Galvez assumed his duties. 

The crown on the 22d of October, 1783, ordered certain demonstrations of 
piety and rejoicing to celebrate that auspicious event, as well as the birth 
given to twins by the princesa de Asturias, heiress to the throne. Reales, 
Ordenes, j \ lS. , iv, 313-17. Before the celebration the twins had died. Leo,i 
y Gama, Carta, in Dicc Univ. Hist. Geog., x. 7S5, 

**This is given on the authority of Andrés Muriel, wl o was constantly 
near the viceroy. Bustamante, Suplemento, in Cavo, Tres Siylos, iii. 50, 

^̂  A fac-simile of his signature was affixed to public documents n^eding it, 
w i t h a stamp by the secretary of the viceroyalty. Gomez, Diario, 193. 
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vent of San Fernando, where the remains were 
dep(^site(I, with religious rites.^^ As a mark of appre-
ciation of the purity, uprightness, and ability shown 
by (bdvez during his rule in Mexico, the king on tlie 
2Gth of March, 1785,-' decreed to relieve him of a 
i'esidencia, and consequently his estate of the expenses 
incident thereto. 

I t was at this interesting period in American his-
tor}'—1783—that Cárlos' principal secretary of state, 
Pedro Abarca de Bolea, conde de Aranda, having re-
turned with a leave of absence from Paris where he 
went b}' cxpress order to sign the general treaty of 
peace with Great Britain b}' virtue of which the in-
dependence of the United States of America was 
aftcrward recognized b}^ George I I I . and his govern-
ment, made a sweeping suggestion to his sovereign. 
Entertaining a favorable opinionof the state of learn-
iiig and culture prevailing among the Spanish Ameri-
eans, he recommended the creation of three independ-
ent monarchies in the king's American dominions, 
cach under a prince of the Spanish reigning family, 
Cárlos for himself and his successors assuming the 
title of emperor, and the latter for all time to be 
leeognized by the American monarchs as the head of 
the familv. Marrias'es of the new sovereigns and 

'* The viceroy's last will called for a humble funeral, but theaudiencia dis-
r,-_'ai,le,l the wish, official tti,[uette requiring it, and caused the viceregaland 
iiiilitaiy honorstobe paid. liircra, Gob. Jlex., i. 453. The body was escorted 
fi om the íuut of the palace stairs by six colonels, the captain of the Iialber-
diers, ('onde de Santiago, and the master of the horse, Agustin Yanez. Three 
X'jinients, regular troops and militia, and the company of halherdiers—the 
hist as tlic guard of honor of the audiencia—took part in the pageant, The 
iii:iss at the church was celebrated by the precentor of the cathedral, The 
i.lluw iir.: gentlemen acted as moumers: the fiscal de real hacienda in the real 
audicneia, Ramon de Posada y Soto; the secretary of the viceroyalty, Fran-
ei,̂ co Fcmandez deCôrdoba; Femando Jusé Mangino; Colonel Juan Cambiaso 
of the ('orona rejinient; and José Chavez and Francisco Cabezon, executors 
e,;,iijointly with the above named Posada and C<Jr,loha. Govtrz, Dinrio, 196-7; 
(.a f'Z, Sol'iiinc.< Ex"juius, 2. On the 4th of March, 1785, there were solenm 
í.hseijiiies, with erlogy of the deceased, all the civic and ccclesiastical bodics 
heini,' in .'ittcinla' ce; the ceremonies were imposing. Next day the .ircli-
l,i..-hup officiated at the mass, and a sermon was preached. Ct,rncz, Diario, 203; 
C"l'•'--, I^"'ji" Eúi hrr, 1-42. 

-' Urdtncs de la Corona, MS., iiL 56. 

J 



ARANDA'S SCHEME. 389 

thcir offsjDring and ncar connections were to be, as a 
matter of poIic\', with members of the royal family of 
Sjiain, and viee versa. Treaties of reciprocity for com-
merce, and of offence and defence, were to be made 
between t ie Euroj)ean and American sovereignties, 
and forever maintained in force. France, the familv 
ally, was to be specially favored in lier manufactiires. 
Relations of any kind with the British were not to 
be tolerated. The aggrandizement of the new^ re-
j)ublic, or of any other joower tha t might establish 
itself in America, was also to be averted. 

The three kingdoins thus projoosed to be erected 
were Mexico, Peru , and Costa Firnie. Cuba, Por to 
Rico, and one or two more islaiids were to be retained 
to serve as entrepôts to foster the national trade. 
Every argument that could be adduced iii favor of 
this project was brought forth in a menioir, and 
amono' theni the follow'ino-: The larsfe extent of tlie 
joossessions and their great distance from the mother 
country rendered it difficult for the sujíreme govern-
ment to jirotect theni against foreign hostilities, or to 
obtain correct views oii affairs, so as to adojot tlie 
wisest and most efficacious measures for the benefit 
of the country, to check abnses, and administer jus-
tice. So far as the peojDle of America were concerncd 
the benefits were obvious, chief among which was the 
facility with which they might resort to the sovereign 
authority. All the difficulties enumerated of course 
tended, as was affirmed, to breed discontent among the 
crown's American vassals. 

W e have the assurance that Aranda's scheme was 
seriously considered by the king in council, and tha t 
it would have been resolved in the affirmative, had 
there been in those countries a larger nuniber of joure 
white people and mestizos able to withstand the pos-
sible at tempts at subjugation by the other more 
numerous races. This fear of danger was attributed 
to Cárlos himself, in whose lips were jolaced words 
suggestive tha t in the event of the subversion of 
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the upper classes by the lower, tyranny and licen-
t ousness would follow, smothering, j^erhaps in its 
veiy cradle, each national autonomy. How the pro-
j)osed new political organization was to increase this 
danger does not appear. Possibly opposition on the 
part of Great Britain w-as foreseen, or Cárlos could 
not be brought to voluntarily abdicate his undivided 
sovereignty over the immense domains of America. 
Aranda at an audience persisted in his views, but 
the king continued his objections.^^ The plan was, 
therefore, postponed to a future day; and the policy 
of crossing the races was warmly persevered in. 

The real object in view^ on the minister's part, as 
avowed by him, for an independent jMexico, was to 
counteract Anglo-Saxon supremacy and j3rotestantisin 
in America."^ Indeed, Aranda apprehended serious 
evils to Spain from the act he had just performed at 
Paris , on the ground that the American federal re-
jiublic would in due time assume greatness, and forget 
tbe benefits received at the hands of France and 
Spain, and think only of self-aggrandizement; andthis 
would naturally be at the expense of the Spanish pos-
sessions in America, beginning with the Floridas in 
order to obtain control of the gulf of Mexico.' 30 

The administration of jDublic affairs had been by 
direction of Vieerov Galvez in charo'e of the real au-

«y O ^ 

diencia since the 20th of Octob(jr. On the evening 
of the 3d of November, jus t fifteen minutes after 

'•'^lt is related, and I give the story for what it may be worth, deem-
ing it well suited to the character of both men, that the king playfuUy 
twitted tlie minister with stuhbornness, and was repaid in kind. ' Conde de 
Aranda, thou art more stubborn than an Aragoncse mule.' 'Pardon me, 
please your Majesty, 1 know another still inorc stubborn than myself,' 'And 
who may he lie'.'' asked the king. ' The sacrcd royal majcsty of my licgc 
lord, Cáilus I I I . , ' w a s the reply, The king smiled and dismissed hini with 
his usual affahility. J'tjas, Ligeras Jndic, 3, 

-* ' Neutralizar la prepotencia y consiguientes influencias de la raza sajona, 
y con ellas del jirotestantismo en el Nuevo Mundo,' Jlurf'iiiez, V. J., S'inoji.Jts 
I .sf. lilosif. jiolit., i. -20. 

^"Arui lu, Jlcnt. S'-rriJu, in Var'tet/culcs deJurisp., v, app, 39-43; Aranda, 
JIrin.,in El Indirud.or, iii. 15,S-(J.:); Jiamircz, ]'ida de Jlotoliuia, in Jcazbal-
ceta, Col. de Doc, i. cxvii.-viii. 



BERNARDO DE GALVEZ. 391 

t h a t ruler's death, the audiencia held a meeting to 
ascertain on whom the government should devolvc, 
and there being no j3liego de providencia, or mortaja, 
it became ex officio the governor and captain-general 
of the kingdom of New Spain. This fact was duly 
announced, and the regente, Vicente de Herrera y 
Rivero, formally took j^ossession of the baton, and 
presented himself with it in public.^^ There is no rec-
ord tha t during the rule of that body of about eight 
and a half months it did anything worthy of notice, 
save tha t under apprehensions of certain designs of 
the British on the j:)ort of Trujillo it adopted precau-
tions to defeat them. 

Tlie succeeding and forty-ninth viceroy was Ber-
nardo de Galvez, Madrid, Cabrera, Ramirez, y Mar-
quez, conde de Galvez,^- a pensioned knight of the 
royal order of Cárlos I I I . , commander of Bolanos in 
the order of Calatrava, and a lieutenent-general of the 
king's armies.^^ The conde de Galvez, a son of his 
predecessor in office, was now^ about thirty-seven years 
of age, of noble mien, gentlemanly deportment, frank 
and affable, H e possessed, in short, the requisite 
qualifications to make him popular witli all c asses. 
The reputation had preceded him tha t iii every act of 
his government elsewhere he had shown mildness, 
united wdth a jus t and enlightened spirit; and his 
course in Mexico confirmed repute. His young w-ife, ' 

ii 
^' GovuiZ, Diario, 196, Herrera had been some time an oidor in the audi- t 

encia when he was made the regente of that in Guatemala, a newly created 
office which he held tiU September 1782, when he was promoted to regente of 4^ 
Mexicu. He was afterward called to the council of the Indies. His wife was .|; 
a daughtÆr of the conde de Regla; and he was also a t a later day created a | j 
marquis. Re.aks Cédulas, MS., ii, 159; Alaman, Disert, iii, app. 74. His | 
coUeagues were the oidores Antonio de Villaurrutia, Baltasar Ladron dc ''| 
Cuevai-a, Joaquin Galdeano, ^Miguel Calixto de Acedo, José Antonio de Urízar, \ \ 
Ruperto V. de Luyando, Simon Antonio Mirafuentes, Eusebio Ventura Bele a. '"; 
Juan José Martinez de Soria, escribano de cámara. Cedulario, MS., iii, 49. \ 

*^The editor of the Gaceta, de JIcxico for 1786-7, in the dedication of it to 
the viceroy, calls him vizconde de Galveztown, as well as conde de Galvez. 

^̂  For distinguished services he was, even after being called to the vice-
royalty of New Spain, to retain his former offices of inspector-general of all 
troops in America, and captain-general of Louisiana and the Floridas, with 
their pay. Gttz. de JIcx. (1784-5), L 3-26; IcL (1786-7), iL 251; Bele a, 
Recop., i. pref. 1-2. The news of his appointment as viceroy reached Mex-
ico April 25, I7S5. Gomcz, Diario, 206. 
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Felícitas de Saint Maxent, a native of Louisiana and 
of Freneh extraction, w âs a lady of surpassing loveli-
ness, charitable, gracious, and intelligent.^* Scarcely 
more than fifteen.j^ears had elapsed since the young 
geiieral liad been in ^Mexico in an humble position and 
with seanty means.^^ H e had served as a subaltern 
in Portugal in 1762. The marqucjs de Croix gave 
hiiii a commission in the Corona regiment. H e finds 
hiiiiself a little later a captain in the same regiment, 
serving as comandante de armas in Nueva Vizcaya, 
where he punished the Apaches in several encounters, 
being himself wounded several times, once quite 
severely. H e afterward weiit to Habana, and in 
1772 to Sj^ain, wheie he continued his military ser-
vice, and followed it r p in America with brilliant 
success, obtaining rapid promotion till he reached, 
with other honors, the highest rank but one in the 

armv 
36 

^^Spaniards and ^Mexicans came to regard her Iiighly, making much of 
her, aml she greatly contributed to her hushand's popularity. Gayurrc's HiJ. 
Loitisiui t, lij.'). 

"'(Jr tlii.s he was good-naturedly remiuded, after his exaltation, and some 
aibieegiven him, inapasquin that wasfound fastenedonthe wallof thcpalace 
the 9th of August: 

' Yo te conocí pepita 
Antes que fuenis nielon, 
Manejii bicn cl biiston 
Y cuida la íniuc,-s,ita.' 

Another quartette favorahly cc.mpared hira and his countess -with the in-
spector of the ti-oops and his wife who had eome together with Galvez: 

' El virey, muj' bueno, 
La vircina, nii.jiir; 
El iii.-ii,.ctur el diablo, 
Y su muger ; peor! ' 

The last two lines referred only to the ill-temper of the couple. Gomez, 
Diario. -206, 213-14. 

^̂  In 1775 as a captain of infantry he took part in the landing and fight of 
the S|)auiar,ls with the Algerines on the Algiers beach, and vas seriously 
wouud, <1. This wou him promotion to iieutciiant-colonel, aiid to suj.crin-
tendcnt of the military scliool at Avila, The uext time we see hini a cjloncl 
in command ul a leginient in Louisiana, and soon after plaeed in tenipoiary 
eliarge of the ;iuvernnieiit, whercin displaying good judgnicut, he also had 
sunie sucee,.^síul brushes witli the Britiali; he was then made a hrigadier, IIis 
military leeurd iu Louisiana seems to have heen marked hy briUiancy, I 
liave no space to detail his deeds, Suffice it to say that he defeatcd the 
Britiíh in several actions, and took from them aided hy the rrench, Mohilo 
with a large (luantity of arms and many prisoners, After that, with his own 
forces he laid sie.Lre to Pensacola, and captured it with all its fui ts, artUlery 
and other unns, and a lai ;:e nuniher of prisoners whom he grantcd the honors of 
va r ; among tliein werc tlie governor, captaiii-general, and the general com-
manding the Liiglish forces. At Pensacola, which he entered in a brig called 
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On the morning of the 29th of May 1785 a special 
messenger arrived in Mexico, announcing tha t the 
new viceroy had arrived in Vera Cruz, and on the 
30th would start for the capital. On the 16th of 
June he arrived at the town of San Cristobal,^' and 
received the command from the reQfcnte. Durinof the 
clay he was honored and magnificently entertained by 
the real consulado, the archbishop, courts, religious 
orders, corj^orations, and citizens. The next morning 
at ten he reached Guadalupe. After the religious cer-
emonies, and having been greeted by the audiencia and 
others, he pursued his way to the capital, entering 
amidst the greatest marks of respect and enthusiasm, 
and a salute of fifteen guns. The same salute had been 
given to the vicereine, wdio had gone in advance es-
corted by the police of the real acordada, four halber-
diers at the steps of the carriage, and a squad of dra 
goons. The people manifested their joy in many ways. 33 

tlie Galveztown, he was again wounded, The result of his campaigns was 
that he rid the Mexican gulf of the presence of the English. His services 
were rewarded without stint. I t is true tliat liis uncle, José de (íalvez, was 
the king's minister for the Indics, but he had well deserved of his sovereign 
aud eountry; promoted successively to mariseal de campoand lieuteuaiit-gen-
eral, a titlo of Castile was also given him witli the privilege of adding on liis ' 
coat of arms the motto 'yo solo,' for liis prowess at Pensacola, and one of the , 
fleurs de lis of Louisiana, I t was also ordered that the bay of Pensacola ĵ 
should thereafter be named Saiita María de Galvez, He w.as next granted 
knightly honors, and later appoiutcd governor, captain-gencrnl of Cuba, 
and inspector of all Spauish troops iu America, He was finally exalteii 
to tlie position of viceroy, governor, president, and captain-general of Xew " 
Spain. When the British fleet under Adiniral Hood, conveying the royal '> 
duke of Lancaster, visited in April 1783 the port of Guarico, the duke, li 
wishing to knovv the young hero, called at his head-quarters, and on the 
Frencli general. Galvez beiiig absent, the latter had to do the honors to the 
prince, But the former as a mark of respect sent to the dukc, with a full 
pardon, the chief of the Natchez and his accomplices, who were under sentence 
of dcatii for plotting in the interest of the English, The prince -was luuch 
pleascd at this, promising to report it to the British kiug. Gnz. dc JIcx. 
(I7S6-7), iL pref,; Belena, Recop.,i. pref, 3; Barea, Orarion fãnchrr, 1-40; 
Vitrgas, Carta de prsame, in Fe<tiv. D'iv., i. no. 11, 1-16. W'hilst lie was gov-

ernor in Habana lie extended a kind treatment to some Americans wlio had 
beeii brought there as prisoners, for which the secretary of the American ' i 
congress wrote the conde de Floridablanca to thank him in the name of '̂ 
congress for Galvez' generosity. R'iveru, Gob. de JIcx., i. 456, 

*̂  He made what was called an 'entrada mista,' having on his way visited ,) 
first Puebla, and Tlascala next, Panes, Vir., in Jlonum. Do,n. Esp., MS., 54. 

''^Both the viceroy and vicereine were loudly cheered. Ivockets and 
flowcrs formed great features on the occasiou. Gomez, Diario, 209-10; Caz. d« 
Mex., 1784-5, i. 326-7. 
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A t the palace, his commissions being produced and 
read, he took the oath of office before the real acuerdo. 
The rest of tha t day and the two following w^ere spent 
mostly in ceremonials and compliments. Bu t he soon 
aiter devoted his attention seriously to public affairs. 
His short rule was marked by two great calamities, the 
loss of croj:)s, consequent upon heavy and continuous 
frosts, and famine followed by an epidemic. To meet 
the latter he was foremost in liberality, iiot only con-
tributing 12,000 j3esos remaining from his father's 
estate, but borrowing 6100,000 more for the same pur-
pose. H e formed a board of relief, and used every 
exertion to supply the city with the necessaries of 
hfe. 

One day while transacting bu.siness with the board, 
information reached him that the alhôndiga, or public 
granary, w âs empty, and that poor people could get 
no maize for the morrow. Rushino;- into tlie streets 
without an escort, or even his hat, he walked to the 
alhondiga, where he took steps to keep up the supply. 
When the people saw him, and learned what had 
brouglit him there, they were moved to tears, and 
escorted him back to the palace in the niidst of 
acclamations.^^ On another occasion, the Saturday 
preceding palm Sunday, April 8, 1786, as Galvez was 
riding from the country house called El Pensil to 
meet the audiencia for the general visit of prisons, 
either purposely or accidentally*°he encountered three 
jírisoners on their way to the scaffcJd, followed by a 
rabble, who besought the viceroy to spare the con-
demned, which was done. jMuch obloquy was heaj:)cd 
upon Galvez for this act; he was charged not only with 
the deliberate intent of saving the criminals to win 
favor with the j^opulace, but of misrepresenting tlie 
facts to the crown.*^ I l e stated that under the cir-

'^ Bu<t(imatite, Sujihm., in Caro, Tres Siglos, iiL 58, 
** José Gomez, one of his guard of halberdiers, says iu his Diario, 2.36, that 

it was the latter; ' suceilio la casualidad que en la estacion de la cárcel al 
suplieio,' are his own wuids. 

*^BustamuntL, S'.'p'cnt., in Cavo, Tres Sijlos, iu. 62-5. That authoris very 
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cumstanccs it was his duty, as the agent of a benign 
sovereign, to heed the clamors of a people then stricken 
by famine, misery, and disease. Be it as it may, the 
crow^n confirmed the viceroy's act; but at the same 
time added to the apjDroval a reproof; for he was di-
rected in future to abstain when possible from going 
out of the palace at such hours as prisoners were 
usually taken to the place of execution. 

A certain distance had been heretofore maintained, 
as a matter of etiquette, between the ruler and the 
ruled. Very few could approach the viceroy \̂ ith any 
degree of intimacy. Galvez ignored that jjractice, and 
from the moment of assuming the vicegerency of his 
sovereign in New^ Spain, established close relations 
with the chief families, without in any manner lower-
inof bv undue familiarity the decorum of his hio'h 
position. H i s countess' attractions aided to awakeii 
enthusiasm and to win affection, at the same time 
exaltinLí' the office. H e caused his little son and heir 
Miguel to be enrolled in October 1785 as a private 
in the grenadier company of the Corona regiment, 
on which occasion the boy was bandied from hand to 
hand amongf his new comrades. The same dav the 
father gave a banquet in the throne-room to the offi-
cers of the regiment and the grenadier company, and 
also entertained civilians on the flat roof of the jjalace." 

Such acts at such a time, tending to unusual J3OJDU-

larity, awakened at court suspicion of treasonable in-
tent, Some authorities assert tha t the viceroy enter-
tained the jjlan of setting up a throne for himself; tha t 
when certain of tlie affection of the Mexicans he begfan 
to feel his way, throwing out ambiguous remarks of 
double meaning, which could not compromise him. 
Wi th his more intimate friends, they sa}', he would 

severe in his strictures, and lays on Galvez the responsibility for future 
crimcs committed by two of those reprieved meu which finally carried them 
to the gibbet, 

*-This is the version given by Gonicz, Diario, 2I7-1S. On the 20th of Au-
gust, 17.'̂ (i, tlie sergeants ol the L'orona regiment came to the p.alace to place 
on tlie viceroj's sou's shoulder the epaulet of a second sergeant, Id., 246. 
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discuss the jiresent supcriority of affairs over those 
of ]Montezuma's tinie, referring to the elements pos-
ses,->ed by the country to become an independent mon-
archy. A t other times Iie spoke of tbe difficulties 
there might be to keej') up uninterrupted relations 
w ith the mother countrv in future wars with En<T-
land or France, now that their navies were becoming 
^̂(̂) much more powerful than Spain's. Then be would 
expatiate on the need the Mexicans had of erecting 
strong fortifications at certain points in the interior, 
and ot' making other preparations, so that they could 
relv on their own resources in the event of a foreifrn 
invasion when Spain could afford them no aid. Thus 
he w'ould hint, his accusers said, that Mexico received 
no beiiefits, but on the contrary much injury from 
maritime wars, and all because of a useless, indefcnsi-
ble, and damaging connection with Spain. The fre-
quent social gatherings at the palace ancl at private 
Iiouses are said to have afforded him opportunities 
for quietly promulgating such ideas.*'" Another 
char'jc advanced aixainst the count is that , to further 
gain the good-will of the people, he invited the ayun-
tamiento of the capital to stand sponsor of a child 
soon to be born, and which, if a girl, was to be named 
Guadalupe after the worshipped patroness of the 
city.*^ The reconstruction of Chapultepec, and the 
jjcculiar forin and strength given it, likewise aroused 
suspicion. I t was not, they said, a palace for the 
vieei'(n''s pleasure, but a masked fortress, or a citadel 

•'^Alaman seems to give credence to the charges, LJisrrf., iii, app, 74-6, 
(.)tlif rs say tliat letters were written to Spain hlaming Calvez for his demo-
cratic denieanor, and forctellinL^ a revolution like that of the United States. 
Lti-tuii'Uiite, S'ijili' i., in Caro, J'rrs Sicjlos, iii. (jij; liircru, Goh. Jlcx., i. 457, 
aud othcrs. llumholdt, sjiiakiiig on the subject, is loath to give credence to 
the cl ;rp,'e. Essui I'otJ., 2 !:!. 

** The person first invited to be godfather was Femando Manciiio, super-
intendent uf the mint, v ho courteously gave way to the ayuntamiento; this 
was after tlic city council expressed the wish, the father being alrcaily dead, 
But more anon, El L jirui/or dc la Eid. JLx., iiL 170, in an articlc cither 
contributed to or copied frum, and also appearing in Jlora, lirvol. Jlrx., iii, 
2bl)-C)0, would tudicate that tlie infant in question was born in the vice-
r. .y's Ufetime, when there is cvidencc beyond doubt that it was a posthumoua 
ch'ild. 
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to command the city. The expense incurrcd was 
large and disapproved by the crow^ii, but tlie order 
came out when it could not annoy Galvez. If, as 
charged, the viceroy was plotting indejjendencc, his 
rule was too short for his ambition. 

Others scouted the imputation of treason, and said 
tha t he who, like his father, and his uncles the mar-
qués de Sonora, and Miguel de Galvez, ambassador at 
Berlin, had been so exceptionally favored by their 
sovereign, would never lend himself to treasonable 
schemes; and further, if grati tude would not deter 
liim, fear of the consequences w^ould. And again, if, 
as the count's accusers say, his ambiguous behavior 
gave rise to suspicion, how is it tha t neither the sov-
ereign, nor his ministers, nor the audiencia or other 
authorities in New Spain, gave information of if?^^ 

I am inclined to doubt the t ru th of any charge of 
treason, and for the following reasons. On the 22d 
of May 1786, the audiencia sent a jDctition to the 
king tha t the count might be retained at the head of 
the government in New Spain, recounting his merits 
and services to the crown. Speaking for the peojjle 
of Mexico the oidores praise his benevolence; the 
wisdom of his measures in government; in the subju-
gation of hostile Indians; in the arrangement and 
division of the provincias internas; and generally, in 
everything he had done, all wdiich they declare as con- |, 
ducive to the public w^elfare and happiness. To tha t 
petition the king answered on the 18th of Augus t 
jjromising to retain Galvez as viceroy in Mexico,*'^ so 
long as he might not be more urgently needed íb>r 
other duties. The idea of treason seems not to have 
occurred to any one at the time, and what foUows 

*^ I t is stated that he received severe rebukes from the crown that so 
preyed upon his mind, as to break down his health; that he became melan-
choly, and seriously iU, which much alarmed the people, and prayers were 
daily uttered in almost every household for their idolized ruler and friend. 
Btixtnmante, Supiem., in Cavo, J'rrs Siglos, iii, {J5. 

*^' Para satisfaccion y consuelo de sus Vasallos de N. E. ' Beir a, Recop., 
i. pref. 3-4, 
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tends only to disarin the impartial observer of any 
s'ehspicion. 

The young viceroy was stricken by disease, and on 
the 9th of October 1786, a consultation of physicians 
took place at the palace. On the 13th the sacraments 
v.ere publicly administered to him in the presence of 
the archbishop, curates of the parishes, religious or-
ders, and courts. The dean of the cathedral chapter 
(ithciated.*'^ On the 31st the patient w âs reinoved to 
Tacubaya in a litter, hoping benefit from the change 
of air. On the 8th of November, feeling his end 
approaching, he executed his last will, his estate being 
estimated at a trifle over 40,000 pesos. Eight davs 
later, the 16th, extreme unction was administered. 
H e thcn addressed his family in most toucliing terms, 
such as drew tears from all present. On the morning 
of the 30th he expired, aged about 38 years, and his 
remains were transferred to the palace in the city.*® 

A t the funeral, on the 4th of December, the high-
est honors were paid; the civil, military, and ecclesi-
astic authorities and the people contributing to the 
splendor of the rites, the cathedral chapter defraying 
the expenses. The body was deposited temporarily in 
the cathedral church.^^ 

On the 30th of November, after the viceroy's de-
mise, the audiencia, who had charge of affairs by Gal-
vez' direction since the 16th, took formal possession 
of the government, no jdiego de providencia having 
becn found, and the regente Eusebio Sanchez Pareja 50 

*" This •\\-as at 11 o'clock in the moraing ; the viceroy wore his full dress 
uniform of a lieutenant-general, and received the eucharist standing. Coiiicz, 
D'iar'io, 24S. 

*®It has been hinted that the court got rid of him by means of poison. 
Lacuiiza, iJiscursrjs Ilit., 528, I find no cvidence to sustain the charge. The 
manifestations of sorrow by the people it would be difficult to describe. Gaz. 
de JI'-'x. (I7S6-7I, ii. -251-2. 

^ 'Later, in May 1787, it was taken to the San Femando church, and 
placed iiearthatof Matí.isde Galvez. Id., 252-5; Gomez, Diario, 272; Panes, 
\'ir., in Jlonum. Dom. J'<p., ^M.S., 54. 

^"This gentleman when an oidor of Mexico was made regente of theaudi-
encia of Guadalajara, being the first to have that office, which he held till 
17St), when he became the thirdregente of Mexico, Reales Cédulas, MS,, ii. 
159, His colleagues in the govemment wcre the same that the former regente 

file://�//-as
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acting as captain-general. On the Ist of Hecembcr 
the inarqués de Sonora, ministro universal de Indias, 
was officially apprised of these occurrences, and of the 
fact tha t the commissions issued by the late viceroy 
had all been endorsed by the present ruler. The 
audiencia on the same day petitioned the king to ex-
tend to the wddow^ and her children the utmost liber-
ality consistent with the condition of the royal 
treasury. To the chief secretary of state, conde de 
Floridablanca, a despatch was addressed, to be for-
warded post-haste from Coruna, with the object of 
joreparing the marqués de Sonora to hear of his 
nejihew's death.^^ 

December 12th at 1:15 in the night, the vicereine 
gave birth to a girl, wdio w âs christened on the 19th 
and given the names of María de Guadalupe, Ber-
narda, Felipa de Jesus, Isabel, Juana Nepomucena, 
and Felícitas, to which w âs added afterw^ard that of 
Fernanda, as a compliment to one of the sjionsors. 
The sponsors were the * nobilísima ciudad de M(jxico,' 
represented by the corregidor Colonel Francisco 
Crespo, a knight of Santiago, and Josefa Villanueva, 
wife of the senior oidor, José Angel de Aguirre. The 
godfather at the confirmation w âs Fernando José 
Mangino. Both bajotism and confirmation were ad-
ministered by the archbishop on the same day.^^ On 

had in 1785, excepting Luyano, and adding Cosme de Mier y Trespalacios and 
Juan Francisco de Anda. Bele a, Recop., i. pref, 4; Ordenes de ia Coronti, 
MS., iu, 57, V, 4, 

î The receipt of the first despatch was acknowledged on the 21 st of Feb-
ruary I7S7, conveying the king's sorrow at the loss of so valuable a subject. 
Floridablanca on the 27th of the same month notified his coUeague of the 
Indies department, of the king's liigh appreciation of the late couut's distin-
guishod services, and that provision in various ways had been decreed for 
his family, According to the marqués de Sonora's letter of February 28th 
to his niece, that provision was as foUows : to the countess dowager, so long 
as she remained a widow, the yearly pension, sin ejemplar, of 50,000 reales 
de vellon (.$2,500), free of media annata; to young Miguel de Galvez, heir to 
the title, the encomienda of Bola os in the order of Calatrava; and to the 
other members of the family the following yearly pensions: to the post-
humous chUd, $650 if a boy, or $.300 if a girl; to MatUda de Galvez $300; 
and to the half-sister, Adelaida Detrehan, $200, Beleiia, Recop., pref, 7-10, 

*̂ This was the grandest performance of the kind hitherto w itnessed in 
Mexico. The city presented the vicereine a pearl necklace of the value of 
$11,000, and the babe another worth $4,000. The archbishop and Mangino 
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the 6tli of May 1787, came an order from the crown 
to pay the countess dowager 30,000 pesos for her 
passage to Spain. She left the city on the 25th with 
lier four children.^^ According to Gomez, Diario, 298, 
on the lOth of Junc , 1788, the residencia of the late 
vieeroy was published with little formality, forty days 
being allowed within which to present charges to his 
successor. 

each gave a gold plate, spoon, knife, and fork, The vicereiue retumed the 
compliment by i^resenting hcr comadre the material for a dress worth $1,000; 
to the archbishop slie gave a gold box gamished with emeralds and a pectoral 
of diamonds; to Mangino very rich aud special material for two dresses; and 
to the corregidor, a cane with a gold head garnished witli diamonds, March 
7, I7.S7, was the firstday that the vicereine showed herself in the strcets with 
her guard of lionor, since her husband's death, She attended church with 
her two sisters and childrcu, Thc palace guard paid her military honors, the 
same as whenher husband lived, Gomez, Diario, 25-2-3, 261, The two sisters 
ahove alluded to were Victoria and Mariana de Saint Maxent; both were 
married, the former to Juan Antonio de Ria o, and the latter to Manuel de 
Flon, afterward conde de la Cadena, Both husbands werc killed in the war 
of independence. Aiaman, Ilist. JLJ., i. 75. 

"^ She was accompanied as far as Vera Cruz by the new superintendent of 
the mint, Francisco Femandez de Côrdoba, and the secretary of the viceroy-
alty, Fcmando de Côrdoba, On the 9th of June she sailed from Vera Cruz 
on the ship Ei Astuto. Gomez, Diario, 270-1, 274, 276; Belena, Recop., i. 
pref, 5. 
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SYSTEM, 

THE danger of foreign invasion in time of war did 
not escajDC the attention of a military man like the 
Viceroy Cruíllas. He formally reported to the court 
on the defenceless condition of New Spain, all the 
regular force at the disj)osaI of the government being 
one regiment, called La Corona,^ in Vera Cruz, some 

^ The earliest organization of anything like a regular force, apart from that 
emploved to keep hostile Indians in check, seems to have been in 1642, wheu 
a battalion with 12 companies of infaiitry of about 120 men each was formed, 
whose ofucers, all men in high positions, cheerfully paid the expense of organ-
ization and arms, Gonzulez Dári a. J'cutro Ecles., i. lOI; Guijo, Diaiio, in 
Doc IIis'. Jlex., Is tser , i, 20-1; Cuvo, Tres Siglos, ii, 16, followed by several 
others. Tliis was, it is presumed, the nucleus of the body of infantry M hich 
in 1741 was organized into a regiment whose ranks were filled mostly witli 
marines of the escuadra de barlovcnto when it visited Vera Ciuz. I t was then 
named La Corona, and its cliief object was to garrison that port. Previous 
to and aftcr 1642, between 1635 and 1649, on several occasions a few companies 
were formed, destined to be short-Iived, their support being too much for the 
treasury. Tlieir last disbandmcnt was in 1649, after serving seveu months and 
ten days. Gu'tjo, Diario, in Id.,i. Ist ser. '20-21, 31-2; Rivera, Goh. JIcx., i. 143, 
Again ten companies were organized in 1661, Gu'tjo, D'iurio, in Id., i. Ist ser. 
466-9. lu 1685 was completed the organization of militia on the coasts of the 
:Mexican Gulf, wliich did not piove of much service, as the buccaneers made 
siiddeu raids and as quickly escaped with their booty. Rive,-a, fíist. Jalapa, 

HisT. M E X . , V O L , I I I , 26 ( 4J1J 
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dragoon companies, a few soldiers in Acapulco, a small 
body of artillerymen, and the two companies of the 
palace guard. 

The militia troops consisted of urban companies, 
mostly made uj") of white men and mestizos. In the 
capital there were some companies of laboring men, 
and about thirteen or fourteen others composed of 
merchants and tradesmen. In Puebla, as in Mexico, 
was íi regimiento del comercio, which had been created 
about 1693. These troops lacked a knowledge of the 
use of weapons, and to enable them to acquire it, the 
viceroy asked the crown for experienced officers and 
a supply of arms, urging likewise the construction in 
Pcrote of warehouses for the safe-keeping of military 
stores, so that the vicereofal gfov^ernment mioflit aftbrd 
proinpt aid to Vera Cruz and the Antilles. These 
suggestions were acted upon at court, and on the first 
of N(n'einber, 1765, Lieutenant-general Juan de Vill-
alba arrived at Vera Cruz, commissioned as commander 
and inspector of the forces, having w'ith him several 
mariscales de camjDo,̂  and a number of field and com-
pany officers, being the nucleus of an infantrv regi-
ment to be known as tlie América, and nearly two 
hundred non-commissioned officers and drummers for 
organizing provincial infantry and cavalry regiments. 

L I(X). In 1692, at the time of the riots, were formed two companies of 50 
meu each, that had, contrary to royal orders, not been disbanded in 1694, 
which lirunght down a second and peremptory command to break them up. 
li'ul's ('',!,ilu.<, MS., 75-6. In 1745 there were 14 companies of militia in 
the eiiy uf Mexieo, of merchants and tradesmen, who served on occasions when 
the regulars had to march out. These reguhirs werc two companies, one of 
iiifantry and one of cavalry, to guard the viceroy's palace, wliicli still existed 
at the time of the marqués de CmíUas' rule. The infantry company had a cap-
taiii-,'_'u\einur, a niajor, second engin, er, lieutenant, sccond lieutenant, alférez, 
adjutant, eÍL;lit sergeants, 12 corporals, two drummers, hSS privates, 10 artil-
lerymen; the cavalry company had a captain, lieutenant, second lieutenaut, 
alférez, two sergeants. four corporals, one bugler, aiid 96 privates, Theircost 
•«as 4(i,l(is pesos a year. There was also in 1758 a company of 24 halberdiers 
under a captaiii, who formed the viceroy's guard of honor, tlie yearly ex-
pense uf which was 5,Kil pesos. \'ilia-Se,~ior, J'heatro Am., i. 37, 50. In that 
same year, 175íj, there was also a battaliou of negroes and mulattoes, with a 
white colonel. Crrti/icc 'ion de las Jlcricdi'x, MS., 53-5. 

'^(Juvo, J'rrs Sii/los, ii. 184, Panes, \'ir., in Mottttin. Dom. Esp., MS., 120, 
gives thfcir arrivaí in 1762, uaming four of them, Juan Femando Palacios, 
Cristôbal de Zayas, Antonio Ricardos, and the marqués de Rubí. 
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General Villalba began his labors at Vera Cruz by re-
constructing the old Corona into a cavalrv reofiment,^ 
which was thereupon called the Espaha; he then pro-
ceeded to the capital with the other generals to con-
tinue the work of organization. The pay of each rank 
was at once established. The ]Mexican privates it was 
decided should be drawm by lot from the male popu-
lation; but this scheme was not then enforced, and 
tha t of voluntary enlistment was for a tinie adojited. 

I t had been intended by the supreme government 
to raise one regular regiment of dragoons, and 
three others of militia, light cavalry, and dragoons; 
and six regiments, with twelve companies each, of 
militia infantry, the calculation being tha t the number 
of militiamen would reach 25,000.* 

The development of the system was left to General 
Villalba, under the orders of the viceroy as the cap-
tain-general. In order to smooth the way, the officers 
w^ere instructed to maintain the most cordial rela-
tions with the people, and to make the necessit}' for 
the change evident to them. Every effort to render 
the military service attractive vvas re.sorted to. ]Mem-
bers of the nobility and gentry were induced to accej^t 
commissions in the provincial militia by granting them 
the fuero militar® and such other distinctions as would 
flatter their pride. The viceroy Iiad the choice of 

' 'With the Corona and tlie dragoon companies, and men brought from 
Spain. Sonie of the officers and men of the former were inade into a third bat-
talion for the América, ViUalba lowered the pay of those troops, and of the 
artiUerists, and did otlier things 'siii anuencia del Rey, ' possibly meaning 
tlie virey, Panes, Vir., in Jlonum. Dom. E.sp., MS., 120, 

* This plan cventually had to be abandoned. The treasury could not de-
fray the expense of maintaining an army of regular troops, which woiild be 
no less than three miUion pesos yearly. In view of this, the king approved 
in 1787 and 1788aplan of Colonel Francisco Antonio Crespo, and ordered its 
execution with a few modifications. I t was put in practice in 1789. Branci-
forte, Instmc, MS., 14-15; Florcs, Insfruc, IMS,, 26-29. 

*It was defined in a royal order of March 26, 1782, that the fiiero militar 
belonged to members of the militia only when they were in actual serviee, 
Cediilario, MS,, i, 69, 82. In Rccdcs Cédulæi, MS,, ii, 58-63, appcar the 
military regulations enacted from 1766 to 1785; rules and regulations for the 
militia issued in 1767, and tactics for dragoons decreed in 1768; p'rivileges of 
•joldiers in making tiieir wills, and iu the settlement of their estates, aîl 
former grants being confirmed, and new oiies added in the royal order of 
December 16, 1762, and July 21, 1766. 

R N . 
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coloncls and lieutenant-colonels, and the inspector 
might sclect the other officers with the viceroy's 
sanction. The only able-bodied men excluded from 
the ranks were negroes and Indians. The castas, or 
various grades of mixed breeds, might be admitted to 
the number of one third in each company, and regi-
ments of anv certain color miíxht be formed.^ The 
ditferent localities were to i)av for the clothiníî and 

L *j O 

othcr needed articlos, the government furnishing 
arms. 

The tvvo companies of the viceroy's guard were 
mustered out of service, and the palace was thereafter 
g'uarded by the troops of the garrison, the halberdiers 
being rctained." Dissension soon arose betw^een the 
viceroy and General Villalba, the latter assuming in-
dej^endent pow^ers, in which he seemed to have been 
ujoheld by some of the officers brought by him from 
Sjiain,^ and even failed to pay the viceroy honors that 
were diie him. His .course w âs disapproved by the 
crovvn, and an order issued for him and the mariscales 
Zayas and Ricardos to return to Spain.^ 

® The provincial regiments were intended to replace the old urban com-
pinies. Oulored uien serving iu them were exempted from personal taxation, 
<)riir,ic.< d'' la (Joronu, MS., i. 134-5. All military officers were cxempt from 
luxation by royal decree of May 4, 1760, Prov'tdencias Reales, MS., 52. Tlie 
ta-k ot ia',<Í!i,g vhi te troops v,as not an casy one. As late as 1775, acommittee 
ai.}.uinted hy the government to aid in developing tlie military defences, de-
i.íaied hoth thc old Spaniards and tlieir descendants unreliable; for at the 
h ast ruinor uf war they would disappear, there being in them none of the ohl 
]:,,.iaan or Oreek spirit, Plande DeJ'ensa, MS,, 424, in Col. D'tar. Tho white 
iií.tives had no taste f.jr the military scrvice. Of the cidistcd mcn many de-
scited, de.^pite the measiires adopted from time to tiine, between 1773 and 
IslO, tij uphuld discipliue, and to check vice and desertions, and othcr viola-
iiuii of tlie articles of war, which werc not very successful. Realcs Ordcitc<, i. 
-2,:4-.S; ArrJl,",u, lircoj,. (IS.'JO), 32.3-4, (1839),-29,S-300; Cuz. JUx. (I7.S.S-;)), 
iii. 3:;'J-41; (17'J2-3), v, 5-29-31; (180-2-3), xL 37-8, 211-15; Rcr'tila Ci</ctl; 
L'i.nd'.s, ii. n.). 6; D'turio JIcx., ix, 319-'20, xiii, 505-6, I t is not surprising 
that descrtii.ms were common when we consider that the govemment foreecl 
a:id aeeeptLd iiito the service some very bad characters, lieal Ccdula (May /, 
177.'' , in ( , iuiario, MS., iii. l,")-2,'5; L',st(día, xx\ i . 334-5. The natives citlier 
c juhl not cndure the striet disciplinc, or dislikcd the dress or food, or may 
he, 'el aseo, como poeo acostumbrados á él desde su naciiniento.' Viliarroel, 
Ei'/'' r i. P'Jít., in Biisturnatitr, Voz (/<' la I'tdriu, v. 166-7, 

'"' Reolrs C.'li.lu^, MS., L 10. 
^ A colonel v.as suspended aud placed under arrest in consequence, and 

was released and reinstated only by CruíUas'successor, \"tr. Instruc, Ms., 
is t ser. no. 9, I-S. 

*The marqués de Rubí was sent to inspect the provincias intemas, and 
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After this, the organization of the forces was left 
to the viceroy, who was an experienced soldier. But , 
as Great Britain had in her Nor th American colonies 
the matei-ial for aii army, and in Jamaica a naval sta-
tion, and was tlius in a position to strike at any 
moment a blovv against New^ Spain,^^ the government 
deemed the forces already organized insufficient, and 
sevcral regiments vvere despatched from Spain. J^y 
the 18th of June 1768, tliere had arrivecl at Vera 
Cruz on the frigate xístrca and seven transports the 
rcgimcnts Saboya, Flandes, and Ultonia. Later came 
the Zamora, Granada, Castilla, and Guadalajara.^^ 
Each regiment vvas of three battalions. The veteran 
force novv in tlie country consisted of 10,000 men. 
Their uniform was white, vvith triminings of different 
colors to distino-uish the reo'iments. For this reason 

O O 

the peoj^Ie nicknamed thein hlanquillos. The office 
of sub-inspector, formerly lield by a maestre de camjDO, 
w âs created with larger powers and imjDortance; he 
had the direct management of tíie troops. The mar-
qués de Rubí was apjDointed to it.̂ ^ His sujocrior in 
Spain was the inspector-gcneral, wlio at tha t time was 
the conde O'Reilly.^^ The chief duty of tliis officer 
was the discijDline of the troops. From time to tiine 
his functions were more clearl}^ defincd till 1806, when 

Gcneral Palacios was made govemor of Vera Cruz, Panes., ]'ir., in JLonum, 
Dom. E.sp., MS,, 1-20-1. 

'•'Such an emergency had been foreseen, as appears in the correspondence 
of the marqués de Croix with Minister of State Arriaga in 1776, Bustamante, 
Sujilcm., in Cavo, Tres Sitj os, iii, 6, 

1' The secretary of war of Mexico in an official report gives these names : 
Ultonia, Saboya, América, Asturias, Granada, and Zamora, JIix., Jlcm. 
Guerra, 1835, 9, The fact was that the Asturias came out in a ship of the 
line in June 1776, Gomez, Diario, in Doc lli.sf. Jlex., 2d ser,, vii. 22, 

^'•'The officer was calied cabo subalterno, or segundo cabo, Soine years 
after a doubt having occurred whether he should take the command in cliief 
in the event of the viceroy's death, the crown, on the lOth of January I7S(i, 
decided the point in the negativc, adding that in that event he was inerely 
to command the forces siibject to the real acuerdo. He was declared to have 
iio prerogative. liccdcs Ordenes, MS., iii. 158, 

•̂* From this time Mexico assumcd a military aspect, and retained it ever 
after, Busfamantr, Sujilcm.,in Cavo, T,-cs Sit/ os, iii, 6, A provisional regula-
tion for the army was issued in 1774, BucureH, Reglamento, 1-32, In thia 
same year was decreed the creation of a cuerpo de inválidos, wliich was or-
ganized in 1779, JJex., Jlcm. Gucrra, 1840, 37-39. 
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it was ordered tha t every three years he should per-
sonally inspect the troops, not oníy those stationed at 
the eapital, but those in the provinces, and if unable to 
do this on account of ill health, the fact vvas to be con-
fidcntially made knovvn to the king by the viceroy or 
captain-generak^* 

Fears of war with Great Britain having ceased in 
1772, the government mustered out of garrison duty 
three of the native reofiments,^^ thouG^h the drillinof 

_ o ^ '^ 

of the militia was continued. The troojDS from Spain 
were successively sent back, and froni the last of 
them, the Zamora, w^ere retained the necessary officcrs, 
sergcants, and corporals for perfecting the organ-
ization of the jorovincial militia. Later, the occu-
j^ation by the British of the Philipjoines, and the revo-
lution in Eno'land's colonies in Nor th America, again 

O ' o 

warned Spain of the necessity of being j^rcjDared for 
an emergency. B u t no preparations were made. At 
the end of the war of 1783, wdien the coasts of Span-
ish America were threatened, and the forts of Oinoa 
and San Juan de Nicaragua were taken by the English, 
she resolved further to increase her military cstab-
lishment in Mexico, creatinof in 1788 the regiment.s 

' O O 

Nueva E.spana and jMéxico, and the n(.̂ xt ycar the 
Puebla. Tlie Frencli revolution deejjly aftected Spain, 
and the revolt of Santo Domino-o sfave rise to the 

• m i 

creation of the Fijo de Vera Cruz in 1793. Thc 
Nueva Espana, Mtíxico, and Puebla were afterward 
sent away to serve in Cuba, Santo Domingo, Louisi-
ana, and Florida.^*' Bu t between 1789 and 1794 the 

" The king wished it distinctly understood that the office had becn creatcd 
to be useful to the royal serviee, and not to be a mere additional authority in 
the country. Ccdnlario, M,S., 25. 

'^Tlic govcmment always was apprchensive that the natives, with arrns 
in their hands, might revolt, Hence the policy of transportiug aiid main-
taining at heavy c xpense in Mexico one or two regiments of Siianiards, But 
ii,ithiiig was really gained by it, A few months after the arrival of such 
troops they were of little use, Officers and men pursued pleasure and vice, 
and discipline beeame relaxed. Some of tlie privates got themselves uius-
tered out of servicc, and othcrs deserted; and when a regiment went back to 
."^pain it was mueli smaller than when it came out, V'tllarrocl, Enferm. Poí'it., 
iu Bii-tuinaitfr, ]'CJZ de la Ptdiiu, v. 167-

'^ From Habana these regiments were despatched upon the useless expe-
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forcc, both of regular and provincial troops, had been 
reduced to 4,767 men.^'' 

I l av ing thus spoken of the regular force in Mexico, 
I havo to add a few remarks on the provincial and 
urban organizations. Each infantry regiment had two 
battalions, and each battalion^^ five comj^anies, includ-
ing tliat of grenadiers. T h e effective force in time of 
peace was 825 rank and file, and in time of war 1,350. 
Each cavalry rtígiment had four squadrons with 361 
men in time of j)eace, and 617 in tinie of war. The 
conscrijjtion age was from 14 to 40 years inclusive, 
takeii first from tlie unmarried mcn; but if the able-
bodied of a district did not cover the requisition, then 
the married were conscrijoted. Officers' commissions 
were given by the viceroy, subject to confirmation by 
tlie crown.^'' The provincial regiments already organ-
ized were disbanded about 1788 by the conde de ReviIIa 
Gigedo, and their arms taken to the royal warehouses 
in Mexico, Perote , and Vera Cruz. They were, how-
ever, restored by his successor after 1794.̂ *^ I t was 

dition of Bayajá, where, by the 'cobardía de un oficial extrangero,' the honor 
of one of thcm sufl'ered, They giadually returned to JNICXÍCO several years 
af ter, almost skeletons, General Apodaca brought the Puebla and ono bat-
talion of the México very much roduced. Those troops cost a great deal 
of inoney, and did no useful service to Mexico, Bus'ainuntc, J/cditlus, M,S., 
5.5-6. I t was not the first tiine that Mexico sent militaiy as;;istanee t,) aiiother 
Spanish colony. lu 1761, news liaving come that hostile Indians ^\ere attempt-
ing to capture thc f'ort at Panzacola, 200iufantry aud somoartineiymen under 
commaiicl of Colonel Luis Ortiz ParriUa was seut theie, wiioarrived in season, 
and the dilficulty was terminated without bloodshed. Pancs, Vir., 'm Jlonurn. 
Dom. Esp., MS,, 119. 

' ' Certainly not enough for general defence, though the conde de ReviUa 
Gigedo had dcemcd a larger forcc unnecessary. Branciforte, Instruc., M.S., 
13-14. I le thus decided against the order of the court; but fiiially oi'yanizecl 
the first Batallon Fijo de Vera Cruz, which was later increased till in I.SO'J it 
Iiad three battalions. Bustamautc, Jlcilidas, MS., 56. The same viceroy in 
1792 had two companics of light infantry created, each with three olheers, 
and cighty men rank and file, costing for the two companies §27,816 per year, 
Revilia, Gi.jcdo, Bandos, no. 69. 

î  A royal order of 1798 placed each battalion under a lieutenant-colonel, 
Arriilaga, liecop. (1830-6), 508-9, 

i^Diario, Jlex., v. 16-2-320, 389, 554; vi, I2-.32, 159-376; vii. 4.S-2."4; viii, 
112, 414; ix, 548. Gaz. Jlex. (I7S4), L 199, 2S7-S, Rivera, Iltsf. Jcdapa, i. 
180, asserts tliat the nomiuations, made hy tlie ayuntamientos, were often 
awarded for money to the highest bidders, though in some instanees the 
money was applied to the fitting-outof the forces, 

^"In 1798 was organized the Michoacan dragoon regiment, and a small 
comprmv near Cape San Lucas in Lower California, Azanza, Instruc, MS,, 
172-3, 187. 
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officially stated tha t the work met with no obstacles. 
]Meii voluntarily enlisted, and wealthy persons aided 
with theii- j^ecuniary means.^^ 

After completing the organization of the provincial 
regiments, the government had of these troops about 
10,000 men, which, added to 5,000 of the regular force, 
made 15,000, of Avhom about 4,000 were light cav-
alry and dragoons, and the rest infantry. There 
were also three companies of artillerymen,^^ muster-
ing about 400, the companies of negroes and colored 
men of Vera Cruz, one battalion of infantry, and tvvo 
comjDanies of volunteers in the same city.'' 23 

2' Thc wealthy contributed not only money but gave their own and tlieir 
sons' services, Gaz. Jlcx. (1795), vii, 7-8, 14-16, 22-4, 33-5, 66-8, 95-6, 
119-20, 174-8, The marqués de Branciforte was prompted by his insatiable 
avarice rather than by loyalty. He solcl commissions at liis own piices, pre-
teuding to apply the moncy tu the purchase of arms for the regimeuts, wliich 
he never did, The purchasers wanted tlie fuero militar, so as not to he under 
the jurisdietiou of tlie common law courts, They were of little use when fight-
ing days came, Btislamantc, Jlcl'idas, MS,, 57, 

^̂  The artiUery corps, down t o t h e end of the Spanish domination, consisted 
of a few regular and provincial companies, there being a very limited numhcr 
of f,jrtified places and some poor redoubts on the coasts and frontiers, The 
sub-iiispection was in charge of the viceroy, and the direct coimnand under 
au olH,.eL' sent from Spaiii, The factories and everything connected witli this 
braucli of the serviceMcre finally governed by the regulation of December 10, 
lt,u7. Jlex. Jlcni. Gucffu, 1SJ5, 10, 

'-^ Bruwiforte, Iitsfruc, MS., 2'2-3. The foUowing list appears in an 
official work: Infaiitry regimcnts: México, Puebla, Tlascala, C'ôrdoba, Ori-
zaha, and Jalapa (the last thrce places forming oiie), Valladolid, Celaya, and 
Toluca; battalions of Guanajuato and Oajaea, 412 men cach; militia of Ta-
hase,), 9 euiiipauies of free colored men, and one of cavalry of Spanish volun-
teers, 1,01 S strong; 22 companies mixed of infantry and cavalry on the 
Mcxican Gu!f coasts; 2 compauies of negroes and colored men of Vera Cruz; 
light cavaliy regiments, Saiitiago de (^uerétaro and Principe; dragoon regi-
meuts, Puehla, Suu Luis, San Carlos; dragoons de la Rema; lancers of Vera 
Cruz; dragoons of Michoacan; cavalry on tlie frontier of Sierra Gorda; dra-
gooiis ou the frontier of San Luis de Colotlan, being 9 companies with 720 
men; cavalry ou the frontier of the colouy of Nuevo Santaudcr, being 6 
companies with 360 inen. In Yucatau, one battalion of volunteers of Mérida, 
another of whites of Campeche; 2 divisions of colored sharp-shootcrs of ^NIérida 
and Campeehe, cacli division with 8 companies. (Jcjlon, Juzgados JI'dif.,'ú. 
527 S. In forming the urhaii compauies of Vera Cruz it was agreed that 
when neeessary the citizens should hc armed, tlie ayuntamiento furnishing 
501) meu, aiid the real eonsulailo 500 inore, for whoin the government pro-
vided 1,000muskets. Azun-.n, In.struc., MS., 17*2-3; Jltti-qttina, Insfruc. (1803), 
in Iit.<trtic. Vir., I,S4. Humboldt, E.ssui I'olit., ii. 8Il- '25; /(/ . , Versuch, v. 
30-51, 55, gives in 1S04: regular force, 9,919, and militia, 22,277, adding that 
of the 32,196 the number of disciplined troops scarccly amounted to 8,000 
or 1(),()00, of whom 3.000 or 4,000 had considerable military expcrience, 
uauiely, tii,.. cavalry stationed in Sun,ua, Nueva Vizeaya, aud Nueva ( i l icia, 
neaily all of whom were nativt s of tlie northem provinees—tall, robust noun-
tcúuei.is, aecustunied to all weathers aud haidships, Humboldt, Tahla Esía-

\ 

. 
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L e t us novv examine tlie special military organiza-
tion of the provincias internas, some of vvhich were at 
all times immedititel}' dej)endent on the vicenn'alty of 
New Spain, others being under a government of tlieir 
ovvn. Tlie exj^enses incurred Ijy the twenty presidios 
and three flying companies existing in 1721, amounted 
to 370,000 j^esos per annum. Bu t though the treas-
ury had every year paid out the full amount, the sol 
diers were defrauded of a large jjortion (jf their pay 
Other abuses were also committed, such as employing 
the soldiers aw^ay from their presidios in working 
mines or herding cattle for their cajjtains' profit. 
Officers had been sometinics desjjatched by the vice-
roys to inspect and report upon the presidios, but no 
adyantage had been gained, and matters had gone 
froni bad to worse till a complete denioralization pre-
vailed. jMoreover, as the population had in soine 
jjarts increased, a number of the presidios had become 

(tí.sficu, iNLS., 6,5-6, a copy of which is ,said to have been left liy the author in 
the archives of the viceroyalty, gives the whole force in lo03 as fulhiv.s: 
regular troops 9,924, provincial militia 21,951, urban militia 1,059. The Icvy 
of rccruits he declarcd to be excessive for the populatiou. L's<ui PoUf., i. 273. 

^ 'Juno 27, I60.S, the king decrecd that the payment of the presidios 
shouhl bc punctual every four months. liecop., Ind., i. 595-6, 612. The 
crown had from time to time issued orders tending to the effieicncy of tlie 
scrvice in the presidios, and providing for the welfare of thc men. Tlie fol-
lowing arc somc of them: h^vcry otficer or private soldicr, bcforc r.n expedi-
tion started, might with a propcr modesty appear before his superiur, and 
express his opinion, and any dilBculties he might forcsec, If hi.í rer.iarks 
Mcre well foundcd tliey must be hceded; any negleet (A the sanic mai'!e the 
superior amenable to a fine of 500 ducados, See lojal decrec of 1622. Vi.eiiu-
eies occurriug in thc ofilce of captain of presidios weie to be provisionally 
fiUcd by thc captain-general; after which tho names of thrcc officcrs corape-
tcnt for the position were to bc sent to the king accompanied with a stateiiient 
of the scrviees and qualificationsof each; the appointmcut woull then he 
made from the tnnia. Llulattocs, negroes, and mestizos were not to bc ac-
ccptcd as soldiers in the presidios, No soldier was to be dismissed the .':crv-
ice Mitliout a just cause, Id., 597, 600-2. In 1688 and 1690 thc presidios 
had been fuUy supplicd with mcn, arras, and ammunition. Those on the 
northcm coast had not been neglected. lu foraier years each prcsidio liad 
to send a well paid ageut to IMexico for its supplies, who, after dancing at-
tendance on and paying much rcverence to the officials, obtained and took 
away the goods to his presidio, at the ri,dí of bcing plundered on the way by 
Indian raiclers, L^nder royal ordcrs of 1643, 1663, 16G4, and 1672, tlie vice-
roys were to attend to those supplies, the treasury officials having littlc to do 
in the matter. These injunctions liad been overlooked, But in 1688 the 
situados were taken in coin to those presidios by the amiada de barlovento. 
Si'/ucnza y Gtíngora, Carta al AImira.nte, !MS., 4; Jlontemayor, Svmarios, 
184-91, 
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unnecessary. Viceroy Casafuerte recommended the 
promotion of Colonel Pedro de Rivera to the rank of 
brigadier, and his appointment as special inspector 
and regulator of presidios, which was done by the 
sovereign in 1724. Accomjoanied by the lieutenant-
colonel of engineers, Francisco Álvarez Barreiro, vvlio 
was to make plans, Rivera proceeded on his mission. 
The task occupied him four years, during which time 
he journeyed three thousand leagues, and reorganized 
the presidios in the best possible manner. The gov-
ernment Gazcta of June 1728 mentions his return to 
]Mexico from his arduous labors, when he made his 
report to the viceroy."'' 

In 1729 the number of presidios was fixed at twenty, 
tha t of Nevv Mexico being the most distant, with sí?v-
enty-scven mcn and three commissioncd officers. On 
the 20th of April was issued the nevv rcgIanjento,under 
which the annual expenditure for such troops was rc-
duced from 444,883 pesos to 283,930 pesos; the prices 
of goods and provisions sold to the soldiers v.ere fixed, 
and captains of presidios were required to i'e;;ide per-
manently in their presidios. The lavv also preix'ribed 
the eircumstances under which Indians niicrht be aided 
a^'a iist hostile tribes.^'' 

The king, accepting the viceroy's suggcstions, de-

^^ Rifcra, Diario y Derrotero, 1-76, In October, 17'27, tlie king had or-
dered the establishmeut of a presidio at the Iteal de Boca de Leones in Nuevo 
Lcon with a eorpural and fourteen men, which werc later increased to 25. X'iti 
Jlex., CiJJiiias, M.S., 245-7. In 172.S a fuU report wus called for hy thccrovvu 
upou all the presidios, and the forcc each could rely on both paidaud unpaiil; 
also upon armament of all kiiids, etc. Id., 324-31. 

'̂' I t al,-îU marked out tlie course of duty for each man iu the presidio, and 
the discipline to be maiutaiiied. Instruc. J'orrncLda en virfud de Jind Onli u, 9; 
Xiuj Jl'.c, Ci'i/ulas, M.S., 335-7; Zuiuoru, Bit). Lnj. Ult., iv, 2S4; L'srutlrro, 
S'jii. y i'îiii.,61-2, 7i); Arcralo, Coiitjirnd., 22S. Mota Padilhi, ('0/(7. X. Cul., 
177, S|ie;iking on tlie suhject ;il)uut 1742 gives the iiresidius tiicn cxisiing, 
nainely: Xay;irit, iJurungo, EI Pasage, El Gallo, Mapirai, Ceiro Gordo, î-uu 
Bartoh), Cunehos, Nuevo ^Nlexieo, El l'aso, Jauos, Fronteras, Sinaloa, Ad;iis, 
Tcxas, Bahía del I^sjiiritu Saiito, San Antonio de Béjar, lîio del Norte, (.'uu-
Iiuila, C^errulvo, (Judeteita, and the force at SaltiUo, with a total force of .S4G 
oliicers, rauk aud iile, In 1754 frontier presidios wcre ordered to have each 
four swivel guns, aud 5(1 ninsk< ts with the requisite ammunition, lances, 
slii,Ms, eíc. Sixtecn articles were issued for their rulc, iJitclies, rainparts, 
í.: d stock;ides were to be ereeted. Lt.sf.rttc. Vireijes, 29. In 1755 Engineer 
C':i:aaras Alíaa was sent to make a thorough inap of the northcrn frontiers o£ 
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cided, Novembcr 26, 1757, that governors of frontier 
jorovinces should thereafter be military officers. Still 
another royal order of October 8, 1761, declared tha t 
inasmuch as the command of the jjresidial companies 
had fallen into the hands of traffickers instead of being 
held by true soldiers, the viceroy was to remove all 
captains of the former stainp without going through 
the formality of a court-martial or other jjrocedure. 
A later íme of January 11, 1764, regulated the 
prices of goods for presidios, greatly moderating those 
of the tariff of 1729. Other orders reiterated pre-
ceding ones in the sense of reforming the general 
regulation of presidios. Finally, in 1765, the whole 
inatter was referred for a general report to the mar-
qués de Rubí,^' who discharged the duty in a satis-
factory manner. H e was again commissioned by the 
marqués de Croix to revisit the jjresidios. In a letter 
of May 24th from Pasage he rejjorted a bad state of 
afl'airs, demanding a change in the system of presidios, 
and tha t they should be located to better advantagc. 
Tlence the reg'ulation of 1772, which Brio'adier Huo:o 
O'Connor was directed to enforce, as govcrnor and 
comandante inspector of the provinces. The regla-
mento gave the number and positions of the prési-
dios, and the econcmiical system of each, and prescribed 
the mode of managing funds; the jjolicy to be ob-
served toward the Indians; quality and condition of 
arms, ammunition, horses, accoutrements, and clothing 
of the soldiers; mode of providing commi.ssions and 
jjromotions, reviews and jjolice of each presidio; powers 
and duties of captains, subalterns, and rank and file of 

^Mexico and provinces outside. Id., 97. The same year the king reiterated 
Iiis order of 1748 about statements of arms and aramunition, aiid their con-
dition lieing punctually forwarded him, Xnv Jlex., Cctiulas, MS., 350. 

2' Xctv JIcx., Cédulas, klS., 353-8. Rubí was told that the presidios were 
in a state of confusion, dissension prevailing cvcrywhere, and that a remedy of 
the evils was inucli ueeded. Hc visited those of Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, 
Coahuila, and New INIexico in 1766, and tliat of Texas in 1767. His report 
to the cro'wm, on his rctiira, was the basis <,f reformatory mcasures, enibodicd 
in a uew rcglamento published by the marqucs de Croix in 1771. JJor/i, Tex., 
392-3. 
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the troojjs; and the mode of choosing habilitados and 
renderingf them effective. 

I t will be unnecessary to dwell Iiere on tlie presidios 
of the coimtry iiorth of Durango, as they will be 
fuUy treated of in other volumes.^'^ The presidios of 
^Monterey and Nayari t w^ere suppressed, j)lacing in 
lieu of tlie former two salvaguardias iii each of the 
eiî2'ht missiíms of Nuevo Leon, and seven salvaofuar-

o ' o 

dias in lieu of the latter.^'' 
I t was Rubí's report on the secure condition of 

Nuevo Leon that iiiduced the sujjpression of the pre-
sidio of Monterey. I t was ill-founded, for in 1774 
the country w âs ovcrrun by natives. The conian-
dante of the jjresidios, Hugo O'Connor, came to the 
rescue, and a detachment w'as stationed at Pun ta de 
Lamjjazos,^*' vvhich jjlace was made stronger. Subse-
(jUently, in 1783, an attemjjt was made to increase the 
force in Nuevo Leon, but Colonel Juan de Ugalde, 
late governor of Coahuila, strenuously opposed it, as 
expensive, burdensome in every way, and useless, for 
Nuevo Leon being in the rear of Coahuila could be 
of no assistance to other jjrovinces if assailed.^^ The 
jjcojjle of Nuevo Leon, hovvever, were all armed. In 
1795 thcre were twenty-two comjjanies of militia weW 
equijjped.^^ The total military force in 1786 in the 

"^^ Ilist. Xorf/i JIcx. States, i.; fíist. Cal., i .-v.; H'ist. New Jlex. and Ari-
zona, passini, this .series. 

'•'•'l'he reglamento was carried otit in Nayari t ' in 1773, a detachment of 
tlie Catalaji volunteers pluecd there, and Pedro Alberni, then a subaltern, 
madc a euptain aud comaudante. A suhalterii otfiecr, seigeaut, aud fourtccn 
inixutes werc u!su staticjucd at the mesa de Touati. lici/l. c Insfrtic. I'rcJ L, 
127-9; L(d),i, Iiij'orii ', ií\ Piiturf, Coi. Doc JIcx., 20S; Xuyurif, Iiij'oritte ile la 
Aud. tlc CiiU'hd., iu / ' / . , 75. Iii I79'2-3 Jalisco and Nayaiit were c efendcl by 
niiic compuiiiís uf drugoous. The governor at ,Sun Luis Colothin v>as ex olhcio 
their coimnaiider, and re,TÍded at Real de Bola os. There were two adjiitaiits, 
onc with tiie govcrnor, íind the other a t the mcsade Tonati as lieutcnaut-gov-
ernor of thc piuvince of Nuyurit. Reviiict G'igedo, Bandos, no, 80. 

'''^ílutidjoblt, Es.siii Poiit., u, 81-2. 
^'^Uijalilc, Doc., MS., I9--24. In 1786, Ugalde, as governor and coman-

dante of Cuidiuila, Texus, Nuevo Leon, and Santander, materially reduced 
their force and olTercd to ijrotect ,SaItiUo and Parras. Lisirttc., Ugarfe, 39-40, 

^-'Thc peoplc knew of the kiug ancl viceroy oiily by hearsay, Governors 
were seut out from MexLu eveiy íour or five years, who at the cxpiration of 
their terms remained in the country, I t was not uncommon to sce au ex-gov-
craor acting as alcalde or regidor. Conzulez, Apuiites, in Soc Jlcx. Gcog., 
Buítl.n, 3a ép,, i, 23S. 

. 
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jjrovincias internas, exclusive of the Californias, was 
3,n63 men, of whieh there vvere 300 in Nuevo Leon, 
and as many in Tamaulijjas. The annual exjxm;^e for 
all was estimated at 951,084 pesos. 

The condition of the militarv in 1808, shortlv be-
fore the jjolitical disturbances broke out, was essen-
tially as fjllows: In the j»rovince of Mexico the vieer( >y 
held command. In Oajaea, Querétaro, and íSan Luis 
Potosí, the forces were in charge of commanders of 
brigades. I n the other jjrovinces the resjjeetive iii-
tendentes were in charge; these officers iu Guadala-
jara, Puebla, ancl Veia Cruz were also commanders of 
the brigades within tlieir respectivc distriets, Tlie 
rcííular force now consisted of tlie vicerov's ouarcl 
of honor; four regiments, namely, Corona, Nueva 
Espaiia, México, and Puebla, of which the last nanicd 
was then in Habana, and one battalion, the Fijo de 
Vera Cruz, of infantry, with about 5,000 men; two 
regiments of dragoons, the Espa a and Mt'xieo, with 
500 men each; one corj^s of artillery with 720 men 
scattered in several jjlaces; a small nuniber of eiigi-
neers; tvvo companies of light infantry and three 
fixecl comjjanies in the ports of Isla del Cármen, San 
Blas, and Acapulco.*^ 

Tlie main force consisted, as we have seen, of pro-
vincial militia, which was placed under arms oiily wheii 
needful. I t was chiefly composed of countiy jjcople 
and artisans, and caused no expense to the government, 
The reo-iments were distributed bv distriets, and the 

O 1/ ' 

companies by towns. The horses of the mounbxl 
troojjs were confided to the care of the hacienclas of 
eacli disti'ict. The officers were property-owneis of 
the jn-ovinces. The honor was much coveted, and 
bigh priees were jjaicl for a commission as eolonel or 
lieutenant-colonel when the forces were first organized. 
I n the central provinces, whieh were moie thiekly 
settled, ancl had a cold or temperate climate, were 

** The total effective regiilar force at the disposal of the viceroyalty did not 
exceed 6,000 men. Alaman, fíi>t. JLcJ,, i. 77-b. 
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organizcd seven infantr}^ regiments of tvvo battaliona 
e;:('!i, naiMoly, ^Mcxieo, Puebla, Tlascala, Orizaba, Côv-
doba, Jalapa, Toluca, Celaya, and Valladolid. Tliere 
were likcwise three sejiarate battalions, named re-
speetively (luanajuato, ()aj;;ea, and Guadalajiiia. Each 
bat ;di.)n Iiad aii cftcctive force of 825 mcn, thc total 
i)eing 14,000, to whieh were to be addecl the two uiban 
battalions of Mexico and Puebla, Iiaving t(Jgethcr 
930 men. 

The cavalrv consisted of ciiîbt remments, namelv, 
< O O ' . ' 

Querétaro, Príncipe, Reina in Guanajuato, Puebhi, 
San Luis, San Cárlos in the ])rovince of iSan Luis, 
IMichdaean, or P;ítzcuaro, and .Vgnas Calientes; each 
of vvliich hacl four squadrons of 361 men in time 
of pcace, and 517 in time of war, making a total of 
4,9-jr) dragoons. In the vicinity of A'era Cruz was 
a body of 1,000 lancers; tliere were three other bodies 
f )i' the [)rotection of the old frontiers of Sierra Gorda, 
Colotlan, and Nuevo Santander, with 1,320 mcn, and 
an urban squadron in Mexico with 200 men. 

Tlie trooj)s for guarding the coasts were in detached 
companies at difterent places, forming mixecl divisions 
of infantry and cavalry, with littlc discipline, and not 
eveii a uniform. Thev were useful, I jwevcr, in their 
resj)ective sections. Five of them were on tlie gulf 
boi'der, and vvith the two companies of negroes and 
(•olored nien of Vera Cruz made ujj a force of 3,400."^ 
On the Pacific werc seven companies consisting of 
3,750 nien. The total Ibree of provincial militia, both 
infantry and cavalry, together with the seven com-
j)anies of militia artillery at Vera Cruz aiid other 
j)oints of tlie coasts, vvhen comjjlete and on a war foot-
ing, wliieh never occurred, woulcl have made 29,411 
nieii;^^ but deducting 7,200 of the coast guard, who 

" In June 1806 was living at the age of 90 years Antonio Santa Ana, who 
vas (leeuiated with a ruyal medal, and was captain of the company of blacks 
ot Vcra Cmz; a master niason by trade; he wrote a farce for the theatre that 
won a prize. Diario, Jlex., iii. •207. 

^' Auothcr account gives the entire fcjrce of NewSpain in time of peace in 
1805 as 32,924 men. XoL de X. E<p., in .S'oc. JIcx. Ccog., Boletin, u, 24, The 
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wcre never taken from thcir sections, the cffective 
force remaining was 22,211, which, added to 6,000 
of the r(.'gular force, formed a total of 28,000 men 
wdiom the viceroy could jjlace in the field. There 
were, besides, in Yucatan, one battaliou of regular 
troojjs, a few regiments of provincials, and tlie neces-
sary artillerymen. The disciplined militia ancl the 
coast divisions formed ten brigades, eacli having the 
military commandant at the head town of the district 
for its brigadier, excejjting those of JMcxico, Oajaca, 
Quer(3taro, and San Luis Potosí which had their 
regular commanders.^^ 

The organization of troojjs for defence against in-
ternal and external foes, however imjjortant, was 
not all tha t was needecl. The defenccs of the jjorts 
and of the wdiole coast-Iine on both seas deinanded 
attention, and constantly engaged that of the suprcme 
national o'overnment as w^ell as of the local authoritics 

O 

from the earliest days.̂ *" The jjort of Vera Cruz with 
force of all organizations is set down in 1809. before the revolution, at 29,661. 
Torrente, Rer. IIisp. Am., Inti'od., i. 19; Zuvaia, Licv. JLx., i. 20, 

•'̂  :\lost of the field and many of the corapauy officers, iu both tlie regular 
and miiitia regiments, were from Spain, The sergeants, corporals, and pri-
vates werc uatives of Mexico, taken chicfly from the various castas, the pure 
Indians being exerapt, Alaman, Hist. JIcJ., i. 78-81; v, 956. We are told 
by a competent authority, however, tha t the country, iu 1809, lacked mus-
kets, bayonets, sabres, and other things for infautry and eavuhy; it had uot 
enougli field-pieces, balls, grape, e t c , for the artiUery, nor tcnts. I t was cle-
ficient in almost every material of war needed to organize a competent force 
fit to cope with the well provided armies of Europe. Sorae of thera could at 
tha t time be obtained in the Uuited States aiid Jamaica. Cannon and caunon 
balls and grape could be made in Mexico. Qucipo, liepreseut. al ReuiAcucrt/o, 
V2{)-30, 137. 

^̂  From 1570 to 1657 the crown was repeatedly issuing orders for the de-
fence of the country and the improvement of the military service, and par-
ticularly of tlie management of fortresses on the coasts, and garrisons of 
presidios in towns or frontiers. Most of them are mere matter of routine, 
which it is unnecessary to give here. Among those which were of general 
iuterest inay be mentioned: Aroyal order of May 7, 1570, made it incumbent 
on all residents at ports to have arras and horses, according to their means, 
ready to resist and repel foreign aggressious. Another of November 30, 1599, re-
quired that in time of danger no man, unless specially exempted by law, should 
fail to present himself for military service. One of March 26, 1627, prcscribed 
that only military raen, kuown to be possessed of experience in the defeuce of 
besieged fortresses, shoiild be nominated for the position of alcaldes. Amoug 
the requirements from coramanders of forts on the coast, good ones prob-
ably, but which often had not the desired effect, they were urged to be dis-
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the isle of San Juan de Uhia was the kcy of Ncv? 
Spain, and the object of special solicitude.^^ Eftbrts 
w ere made and means sujjplied in order to put the 
defences in a condition to resist attacks."^ The forma-
tion of plans and tlie building of a new fortress were 
in eharge of Captain Jaime Franck. Objection having 
been made to the work, the subject vvas laid before 
certain officials for their opinion.'*'̂  

When a portion of the fortress was constructed, a 
small garrison was placed there under an officer who 
bore tbe title of castellano, subordinate to the gov-
crnor of the town. In tlie course of years the title 
vvas changed to tcnicnte rey, n,ud the officer succeedcd 
the governor at his death or absence. Both officers 
had high military rank, the governor having charge 
of tlie garrisons of Ulúa and Vera Cruz.*^ 

The fortifications oii San Juan de Ulúa were in 
1767 strcngthened with cannon brought from Spain 42 

creet as well as energetic and brave, and thus make themselves feared, 'para 
cobrar rcputacion, pues csto bastará á atemorizar los áuimos de los cosarios.' 
lirnp. L l., i. 200-1, 567-617. 

*°Frora 1648 to 1673 the place was well supplied with means of defcnce 
Rcpairs were begun in 1671. Tlie commander proposed a plan of fortification 
iiivolving lieavy expense, but affording great strcngth. I t was referred to thc 
king. After some changes of policy in regard to the garrison, it was decided 
fiually in 1670 and 1671 to kecp a force there of about 300 men. The whicc 
militia and the couipauies of free negroes and mulattoes were tolerahly well 
disciplined. During tlie years above mentioned there were expeiided upou 
San Juaii de Uliia S403,27S, besides $183,914 on other defeuces, and for lucn, 
war materials, etc. Jlaitccru, Ltsfruc., in Doc Inéd., xxi, 490-3, Moncy was 
beinfí constantly spent on supplies for the defences. Jlonfcmuyor, Svmarios, 
18,S-9. 

^"Sii^ûcnza y Gongora was very sanguine in 1692, when he said that the 
nev,- fuitiess of San Juan de Ulúa was in a good condition to defendthe ]JOi't, 
and all accoraplished \\ ithin a fevv- months at a moderatc expenditure. C<trta 
cd Aliitinriitc, MS., .'!9. 

^•^SeNeial cf tlie persons consulted eluded the responsibility, The mathe-
matician Siguenza y (!6ngora recommcnded that no cliange should be raade, 
eonsideiing tlie defenccs almost impregnahle, though chiefly from the nat-
ural stienifth of the pusition. Jlrmor'tul, 'm Jlorfi, Coi. Doc, i. 211, 22:i-.i9. 

^'TiU ulvout the middle of the 18th century the garrisons of the city and 
eastlc liu.il becn neeessarily sraall, but always being gradually incrcased. In 
1727 there werc. iu the fort, hesides thc castellano, one raajor, one alférez, one 
surgeon, and 153 rank and hle of infantry, one captain and lOI rank and file 
of artiUerists. The captains were enjoined to swell their ranks with Span-
iurds from tlie mothcr country, and if possible with veterans, but as the sons 
of Sp:uii;iidb boru in Mexico "could not be prudcntly excluded 'sepcrmit ia 
(jue en cada coiu] afiía pudiera haber catorce, y nada mas, ' Lci-do de Tejada, 
Ajiuntrs Il't.st., ;],S4. 

' '-The sauie yeur v.as put up in Tacubaya a factory for cannon; and the 

. 
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In that year and the next Anton Lizardo w âs strongly 
fortified. A t the same time w âs constructed the 
fortress of Perote, which cost no less thaii that of San 
Juan de Ulúa. The former was deemed necessary for 
the safe keeping of treasure when on the way for 
shipment to Spain, for if Vera Cruz were once in pos-
session of an enemy, a dash on Orizaba might easily 
be made. In Perote were mounted six 24-pounders, 
eight 16-pounders, ten 12-pounders, and 33 pieces 
of calibre from 4 to 8; there was a complete supply of 
ammunition, the cost of conveying which had exceeded 
40,000 pesos.^^ 

The anxiety to make San Juan de Ulúa and the 
whole Vera Cruz coast impregnable if possible, was 
great, but the means were wanting. Among the 
many plans presented was one in 1774 wdiich inight 
have been acceptable had it not called for an exces-
sive expenditure, One and a half million pesos the 
authors claimed would suffice; four to six millions, said 
others, would be consumed before reaching comple-
tion, besides the demand for a garrison so large that 
other important points would have to be utterly 
neglected. The king favored certain modifications, 
and in 1780 the matter was left to a commission^* 
which presented a plan to guard the defences, includ-
ding the coast on both sides, against foreign assaults, 
but it was not accepted. Several other schemes were 
recommended, but no extensive plan seems to have 
been adopted.*^ 

next were cast some field pieces. Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 6; Rivera, Hist. Jálapa, 
i. 141. Tlie powder factory was in Chapultepec. At the end of the century 
i t supplied large quantities of powder, not only to Mexico, but also to the 
Antilles, New (íîranada, Louisiana, and Florida. Panes, Vir., in Jlonum. Dom. 
Esp., MS., 135; Azanza, Instruc, MS,, I80-I ; Alzate, Gacetas, iv. 349-55; Gaz. 
JJéx. (1784-5), i. 228-30; Diario, Méx., ii, 132; Guiade fíac Rep. JLex., 
ii. 1-29-40. 

*^ As a warehouse for provisions and war material to aid Vera Cruz, and 
as a rendezvous for troops to keep a foreign enemy in check, Perote was, owing 
to its climate, very valuable; but as a fortress it was not worth much, Re-
vilia Gigedo, In.st,-uc, MS,, i, 527-8. 

**Carrion, Plan de Defensa, MS,, 404-591, in Pinart, CoL Diario, 
NoL, etc. 

*^The most favored was that of Lieutenant Colonel Pedro de Alonso, which 
HisT, MEX., VOL. n i . 27 
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The use of the native militia of the coast, who were 
good lancers and inured to'the climate, ŵ as strongly 
recommended, it being added that the regular troops 
might be stationed in cool localities, and the officers 
make themselves familiar wdth the country.*^ Finally, 
in 1800, the government was still engaged in providing 
for the security of Vera Cruz, largely supplying the 
fortress vvith provisions and war material,*^ and build-
ing an extensive hospital. The tvvo cavalry regi-
ments were reénforced, and barracks erected at 
Buenavista; but experience soon proved the place 
sickly, and the troops were removed after sustaining 
some loss of life.̂ ^ A considerable number of armed 
launches and gunboats were also provided. In 1806, 
at the suggestion of the Spanish generalissimo, the 
príncipe de la Paz, viceroys and captain-generals in 
America vvere ordered by the king to ask for means 
of defence only in moderation, and they were to 
remind him at the end of each year, avoiding repeti-
tions.^^ They were to employ the means at their 
disposal, bringing into moderate requisition whatever 
the country afforded. If they failed so to do, and 
reverses occurred, they would be held accountable, 
and the fact of not having been allowed wdiat they 
had called for from the crown would not serve as an 

The half-witted Cárlos IV. was in this as excuse. 
called for large supplies in and out of San Juan de Ulúa; and a garrison of 
1670 men, including the governor and his staff, attachés of the goverament, 
and the military force, hospital, etc. Ahtiso, Plan de Defensa, MS., 508-48, 
in /(/, 

*^ Costanstí, Reconocim., M,S., 594—614, in Id. 
*' Iii 1794 the armament of the fortress, town, and batteries of Alvarado 

and Mocambo consisted of 132 brass picces of various calibres, 173 iron 
pieces, 17 brass and four iron mortars, Many of them were old-fashioned 
and should have been excluded, RcviIIa Gigedo, Instmc, MS., i, 524-7; 
Hores, In.sfrvc, MS., 29-30. In 1799 the fortress had 120 cannons and three 
mortars, besides a handsome lower battery, built in the latest style, to defend 
the two channels to the north and south-cast. Estalla, xxvii. 59. 

*^ The climate of Vera O u z was deadly for troops; and the force stationed 
in the nearest healthy towns, owing to distances and difficult roads, could 
not be counted on to meet a sudden attack. Azanza, Instmc, MS,, 159-63, 
166-71. 

^'"Con una moderacion pmdente lo q haga falta en su dis t r i to , . . estaa 
repeticiones hacen vulgares las cosas,' Cedulario, MS., iv. 24; Zamora, Bib. 
Leg. UIL, v. 503. 
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in everything the tool of his wily and avaricious 
counsellor. 

Yucatan had not been neglected. Not only had 
troops been jjrovided for her defence as early as 1645,^'' 
but in 1672 forts were ordered by the king to be 
built, and garrisons placed in them.^^ In 1690 the 
wall around Campeche had been in process of con-
struction for several years. Early in the year thirty 
pieces of artiUery of various calibres were mounted 
thereon.^^ The forts of Campeche were begun in 
1692 and finished in 1769. Eight castles were suc-
cessively erected. Spain at first furnished fifty-six 
poor pieces of iron of small calibre; but in 1739 and 
1740 eighty-eight pieces of large size were sent, 
part of brass and part of iron.^ The citadel of San 
Benito in Mérida had five small bulwarks on an arti-
ficial hill commanding the w^hole town. The artillery 
consisted of old 18-pounders.^* 

In the island of Tris in the laguna de Términos 
was established a presidio for which a regulation was 
issued in 1791. I t had a governor commanding the 
forces.^^ In Tabasco was built in 1683 the castle of 
Santiago, which was garrisoned with a paid infantry 
company.^ Acapulco, the chief Mexican port on the 
Pacific, was considered in 1642 sufficiently defended 
with its fortifications and garrison.^^ 

^^CogolIvdo, HisL Yuc, 204-5, 702-3; Calk, Mem. y NoL, 85; Monte-
mayor, Svmarios, 187-8. 

^̂  The viceroy of New Spain was directed to afford all aid. Mancera, 
Instruc, in Doc Inéd., xxi. 495-6. 

^^ S'ierra, Efemérídes, Ancona, fíist. Yuc, ii. 273. 
'^ Spain in 1795 and 1808, and Mexico in 1827, increased the armament t® 

over 200 pieces. ViUevéque, Descrip. 
°* I t had two inexhaustible -wells of water, and warehouses with arms, etc. 

Echánove, Cuadro Estud., 1813; Ancona, fíist. Yuc, iL .362-3. 
^*The command consisted of one adjutant, one surgeon with his hospital 

and assistants, two chaplains, one paymaster and his assistant; one infantry 
company of KX) men and 3 officers; one dragoon company of 43 men and 3 
officers; one officerand SOartiIIerymen; 23settlers, some invalid soldiers, one 
negro slave of the king's, aud some mechanics. Rerílla Gigcdo, Bandos, no. 
55, 1-56; fíospital, Instmc, 1-15. In 1798 this presidio had 3 militia com-
panies of 100 men each. Azanza, Instmc, MS., 174-5. 

f'^Therc was also a company of colored men. Chiap. y Yuc, Ju,-isdic 
Ecles., 31-2. 

^' I t had a govemor commanding the garrison, who could call to his aid aU 
men dwelling on the coast. Paiafox, Instmc, in Morfi, CoL Doc, MS., 15. 
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Iii 1790 the same arrangement continued, the gov-
ernor being also commandant of the fort.̂ ^ This fort, 
called San Diego de Acapulco, of niore modern con-
struction, underwent in 1794 some repairs. I t then had 
only ten brass and fifty-eight iron guns in good condi-
tion, and more that were unserviceable.^^ The provi-
sion of muskets, pistols, and side-arms was abundant. 

The naval department at San Blas was established 
to aid the government in its efforts to occupy vacant 
coasts and islands adjoining its settled provinces, es-
pecially the west coast of North America. Arsenals, 
ship-yards, and warehouses were established. All or-
ders given to expeditions passed through the hands of 
its chief ^̂ ' I t was, however, on the point of being aban-
doned, when Father Junípero Serra's suggestions in 
1773, on its usefulness for supplying the Californias, 
led to its being continued and carefully sustained. To-
warcl the end of the century the naval force consisted 
of three ships, two brigs, three schooners, and one 
sloop." The personnel consisted of a naval com-
mander, seven other naval officers, one comisario and 
his assistant, eight clerks, seven chaplains, six sur-
geons, thirteen sailing masters, seven artillerymen, 
and five hundred and five petty officers, seamen, and 
landsmen, besides a number of mechanics and laborers 
in the navy-yard. Conde de Revilla Gigedo during 
his rule strongly urged removal to Acapulco f^ but it 
w-as not removed, and in 1803 remained at San Blas 
without change.^^ For defence, aside from its own 
garrison, it could rely on the forces in Nueva Galicia 

^ T h e garrison was more than doubled from 1766 to 1790. In the lattcr 
year it had three officers, 74 infantry, and 28 artillerymen. The supplies were 
punctually furnished. Acapulco, Provision, in Vir. Listmc, MS., 2d ser., 
no. 2, 6-31; Revilla-Gigcdo, Bandos, no. 32, 1-8. No change was made to 
1800. Azunza, Instmc, MS,, 171. 

»' Twenty-one brass guns were under way from Manila. Revilîa Gigedo, 
Instruc, MS,, L 528-30, 

'" His residence was at the port itself, Greenhow's fíist., 112. 
^^ln 1800 it had undergone a small change. One of the ships was lying 

useless at Manila, Azanza, Instmc, MS., 194-6. 
*'̂  Looking for a better cUmate and other advantages. Revilla Gigedo, In-

etruc., MS,, i, 533-7. 
^^ Marquina, Instruc, in Instruc Vireyes, 188. 
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and the provincias internas. The comandante de 
marina had, on his part, erected batteries along the 
coast for protection against pirates. 

Before concluding this review of the military es-
tablishment in Mexico let us examine the other 
branches connected with the service. The pay de-
partment had been in charge of the oficiales reales 
till December 1786, when a royal ordinance intrusted 
the whole financial business of the army to military 
intendentes, and to the provincial intendentes wdthin 
their respective provinces.^* The total expenditure 
of presidial and other forces, transportation, e tc , in-
cluding the presidios of the Philippines, and naval 
vessels on the Pacific and elsewhere, paid out of the 
Mexican treasury, was, in 1758, 882,227 pesos.^^ In 
1765-6, after the organization of the military forces, 
the yearly expense was Q)2Q,77Q pesos.^^ The outlay 

^* Intendentes, Real Ordenanza, 347-407. 
^Ccrtif. de las Jlercedes, MS., 33-56. 
** Comandante-general's pay, §;18,0(X); three mariscales de campo, ^24,000; 

engineers, $5,800; detached officers, $13,620; 4 aides de camp, $2,424, The 
rest went for pay and allowances of the organized bodies of troops. liivcra, 
Gob. Jlex., i. 402. A royal order of January 17, 1791, made clearer a former 
one of August 6, 1776, in the sense that all pay anci allowances of officers 
serving in America should be in pesosfuertes de América (eightreales de plata 
to each peso); those coming from Spain to have their pay reckoned from the 
dayof leavingport. Back pay due in Spain and made good in America to be 
at the rate of Spain, calculating each peso fuerte a t two escudos de vellon. The 
Spain rate to be allowed any officer of America who was in Europe on Iea\e, 
or for any other purpose. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., vi. 63-64, Under various 
royal orders, officers of the army, below the grade of general, who had held mil-
itarygovemments in America by special royalappointment, no ta t their solicita-
tion, were to be retained with the payof their rank, andif possible employed; 
butif nolonger needed in America wereallowed I2months ' extra pay of their 
grade, General officers were excluded from that benefit, because when not in 
actual command or office they were allowed their full pay en cuartel. Id., 75-78. 
Under a law of 1781 men of the rank and file who had served 25 or 35 years, 
and continued in the service, received not only the allowances awarded to 
shorter terms, but also the full pay of their rank. Drummers, fifers, timbrel-
players, and tmmpeters who had served 35 years could not obtain the brevet 
of alférez, but in lieu thereof theyreceived $14f. AII such allowances ceased 
when the men were promoted to officers; this under a royal orderof Febmary 
1, 1788. Other laws favored veterans who reenlisted. A regulation of I8I0 
established the extra allowance of 112J reales per month and the grade of first 
sergeant for privates honorably serving 30 consecutive years, and the brevet 
rank of lieutenant with a retired pension of 260 reales monthly for those who 
served honorably 40 consecutive years. StiII another royal order of Ju ly 8, 
1811, permitted the latter to continue in service if they were able-bodied. 
Mex. Cuad. de Formularios, 40. 
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was largely augmented by the cost of the defences of 
the port of Vera Cruz, the depot at Perote, and the 
foundry at Tacubaya. The expense at Vera Cruz 
closely approached $1,500,000, and that at Anton 
Lizardo exceeded $1,250,000. I have no record of 
the rest. 

The expense, in 1789, for troops, including $98,316 
for the naval station of San Blas, is stated to have 
been $2,594,681^^ out of a total paid by the treasury 
during the year of $3,424,995. The military budget 
for 1805 had risen to $3,500,000, to which must 
be added $500,000 more for arsenals, fortifications, 
etc.̂ ^ In 1809 the outlay is given at the same round 
figures, four million dollars.^^ A regular system of 
pensions had also been established in Mexico and the 
rest of America to conform with that of old Spain, ex-
cept in the amounts. A royal order of September 29, 
1761, authorized the foundation of the montepío mili-
tar, out of which was to be paid to the widows and 
orphans, or, should there be none, to the mothers of 
army or navy officers serving and dying in America, 
a yearly allowance, according to the pay of the officer 
at the time of decease. In 1773 were issued rules for 
the uniform observance of that decree, and the rates 
of yearly allowance, as well as the amount to be de-
ducted from each officer's pay to swell the montepío 
fund, were fixed.'*' 

^' The presidial salaries are set down at only $153,707. NoL de N. Esp., in 
Soc JIcx. Geog., Boietin, ii. 40. An official account of 1786 gives the expeiise 
for the military forces in the provincias intemas (without the Californias or the 
Pacific ports) at §951,084. Estado general que manifiesta, etc, MS. The com-
mandant of a presidio could not dispose of his company's funds without the 
sanction of the habilitado, who on his part could do nolhing to the prejudice 
of any member of the company, and was obliged to supply the mcn with 
goods at rates that neither he nor they had any power to alter. Purchases 
were made by the habilitado in public, and with the intervcntion of the 
ayudante inspector, so that i t was not easy to monopolize effects and prices. 
The effects were often bought at 20 per ceut below the fixed rates of the 
presidios, VelcLSco, Son., 98; Soc Mex. Geog., Boktin, viii. 394. 

*^The cost for 3099 men in the provincias intemas is not given; it ii 
probably included in the $1,200,000 given as the cost of the presidios. NoL de 
N. E,sp., in Soc Jlex. (Jeo(/., Boletin, ii. 24. 

«»Military force, 31,800,000; San Cárlos de Perote, $200,000; fortifica-
tions and unforeseen, $2,000,(K)0, Torrente, Rev. fíisp. Am., Introd., i. 19. 

'"The foUowing were the allowances according to rank: captain-general. 
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To swell the fund of the montepío militar the fol-
lowing deductions were made from each officer's pay 
from the time when he first entered the service: half 
a month's pay retained once; eight maravedís de plata 
fuerte out of every peso fuerte; the increase of pay 
for the first month in the case of officers promoteá to 
higher rank and the amount of the whole month's 
salary in the case of officers and officials newly em-
jdoyed.'^ With the view of creating âfondo de invá-
lidos, from which invalided officers ancl soldiers were 
to draw jjensions, it was ordered by the crown Jan-
uary 14, 1775,'^ that a deduction of eiglit maravedís 
de jjlata should be made from the pay and extra allow-
ances of officers and men in actual service. 

The jurisdiccion eclesiástica cast7-ense, or the eccle-
siastical jurisdiction of the army and navy of Spain 
and her Indies, was under the vicario general de los 
reales ejércitos y armadas, an office annexed to that of 
the patriarca de las Indias y capellan mayor of the 

$1,125; lieutenant-general, $750; mariscal de campo or rear admiral, $625; 
brigadier and colonel, $500; lieutenant-colonel, $375; sargento mayor, or 
major, $319; captain, $188; adjutant, $169; lieutenant, $120; sub-Iieutenant 
or alférez, $94. The same privilege was awarded to the widows and orphans, 
or mothers of civil officials belonging to the pay department of the anny or 
navy. The following exceptions were established, Widows, orphans, or 
mothers of offioers who, after the foundation of the montepío, married with a 
rank below that of a full captain in the army, or a teniente de fragata in the 
navy, had no claim to theallowance, unless their husbands, fathers, or sons had 
dieci in batt le; in this eventthose heirs were entitled to the pay. The same 
rule applied to officials connected with the pay department of the navy who 
had not attained the grade of a purser of a ship of the line. Revilla Gigedo, 
Bandos, no. 27. An order of Febmary 21, 1789, the widows, e t c , of oíficers 
who niarried after being sixty years old. Gaz. Jléx. (1788-9), iii. 363. 

' ' Agreeably to theroyal order of April 20,1761, establishing the montepío 
militar. Reai Declaracion, in Reales Ordenes, ii, 305-31. The montepío was 
not fouuded in New Spain till February, 1765. I t was doue witli the fund 
accumulated by taking from each officer one whole month's pay, and 2^ per 
cent from his mnning pay; to that were added $2,000 annually, taken from 
the fondo de vacantes mayores y menores; widows and orphans received one 
fourth of the pay their husbands or f athers obtained at the tinie of their death, 
Later all excesses collected under the 2^ per cent were reimbursed, The 
income of the fund tUI 1792 was $362,381; the out-go $119,692. Revilla 
Gigedo, Instruc, MS,, 5-8. The eight maravedís taken from every dollar 
of an officer or official's pay were to be also deducted from all other allow-
ances he might have from the treasury, underroyal orders of 1779, 1788, and 
1791. No such discount could be made from persons enjoying pensions from 
the montepío fund. ôrdenes de la Corona, MS., vi, 68-72, 

' '^Further explanations were issaed in October, 1791. Ordenes de la 
Corona, MS., 67-68, 72. 
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sovereign by the brief of Pope Clement X I I I . issued 
in 1762, with special powers and privileges renewable 
every seven ycars. I t was exercised in the Indies by 
tenicntcs vicarios gcncralcs, wliich title was usuall}^, 
though not necessarily, conferred on the diocesan 
bishoj)s by the vicario general. To do away with all 
doubts and disputes on the subject of ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, the pope on June 12, 1807, referring to 
and confirming all previous briefs jjertinent to the 
subject, placed, at the king's request, under the ex-
clusive control of the vicario general, and detached 
from tha t of the ordinaries, all persons, clergymen 
included, belonging to the military service in any of 
its branches, and all who held the fuero militar, vvith 
their families, employés, or servants. The followers 
of the army, and all individuals subject to military 
rule, forts, fortresses, castles, schools and colleges, hos-
pitals, factories, arsenals, navy-yards, war-ships, and 
transports were jjlaced under the same jurisdiction.'^ 

The judiciary system in its connection with the 
service also deserves attention. By royal orders of 
1606, 1G16, 1617, 1633, and 1634, the commandants 
of castlcs and forts vvere clothed with judicial powers 
over all causes, civil or criminal, of the troops and 
people w'ithin thcir respective commands. Appeals 
were allowed to the governing captain-generals. 

Militia officers and men, while in active service, 
had the jjrivilege of fuero militar. Neither the audi-
encias nor the alcaldes del crímen could intervene in 
tbeii' civil or criminal trials, w^hicli had to be adjudi-
cated uj)on, in the first and sccond instanccs, by the 
captain-geiierals, or comandantes generales; and ap-
peals from their deci.sions weiit to tbe junta de guerra 
de Indias in Si^ain.'^ Still, any person, possesscd of 
tha t j)rivilege, if íbund committing an oftencc against 
the geiieral laws, or soon after, might be arrested by 

" And every place or building pcraianently applied to the uscs of the army 
and iia\ v. Z",nora, B'tb. Lc</. Ulf,, vi. 190-'205; JIcx., Proridencias Dioce-
sai ts, ^ÍS., •_'(), 21, :i'i-:;5, OS, 69, 106; liecd ('tnl., Eno. 21, I79I (with autog. 
sigu of King C'arlos IV. and scc) , in Revilla C' jedo, Bandos, no, 34. 

iiavíi 
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a juez ordinario, but he must be forthwith surrendered 
to the 'juez de su fuero.'"^ 

A supreme court of military justice, under the 
name of suprcrno con.'icjo de gucrra, vvas created, or 
rather the court formerly existing was reorganized in 
November 1773,̂ ^^ the kinof retainiuQf for himself the 
presidency of it. In later times the administration 
of justice under the fuero militar was subdivided in 
minor courts, one for each branch of the military ser-
vice.'^' 

Persons possessed of the fuero militar preferred to 
fight or litigate in their own camp, having little re-
spect or regard for any authority but their own, and 
committing offences that mio'ht not have occurred if 
punishment by the common courts had been certain. 
The question of fuero. not the military one alone, for 
there were others, has been in Spanish countries a 
great evil in the body politic, untiî completely eradi-
cated, as will afterward appear in the course of this 
history. 

'*The fuero militar could be waived, however, under a law of December 
31,1642, by officers and men, in contracts or deeds of couveyance, Recoj). Ind., 
605-11, 

'''•' Ref'tllu Gigedo, Bandos, no, 22. In 1790 it was declared that servants 
of military men cmployed in their country estates, factories, or business, 
whoUv foreign to the military service, were not entitled to the fuero militar. 
IcL, no. 26. 

'''' liccdcs Ôrdenes, ii, 1-17. 
"' All such causes were, however, undcr the almost exclusive jurisdiction 

of tlie viceroy as captain-gcneral, who, by and with the advice of an auditor 
de guerru, who was usually one of the oidores of the audiencia, adjudieated 
in tlie ]iremises. In appeals, wliich were made to the captain-general him-
self, he associated another justice with the aiiditor de guerra, In affairs of 
navy persons there was first in Vera Criiz a Juzgado de mafricula presided 
over by the goveraor of Vera Cruz; later, ajuzgudo de mar'uta was established 
for such cases. Lerdo de Tejada, Apuntes, 388-91. 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

E X P U L S I O N OF T H E J E S U I T S . 

1720-1810. 

T H E S O C I E T Y OF J E S U S I N M E X I C O — L A S T SER-VICES—MORAL CONDITION— * 

SQUABBLES ABODT T I T H E S , A N D T H E C O N S E Q U E N C E S — T H E SITUATION IX 

MEXICO AND THE W O R L D IN 1750—MEMBERS, HOUSES, AND MISSIONS 

iN MEXICO IN 1767—CONVERTS MADE—UNSUCCESSFDL RENUNCIATION 

OF MissiONS—CLOUDS PORTENTOUS OF DISASTER—PERSECUTION IN 

PORTUGAL AND F R A N C E — O B L O Q U Y A N D REFUTATION—EXPULSION FROM 

SPANISH DOMINIONS AND OTHER NATIONS—CAUSES THEREFOR—HOW 

EFFECTED IN MEXICO—SUFFERINGS OF THE EXILES—HARSH TREAT-

MENT—MEANS OF SUPPORT—REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS IN MEXICO 

QDELLED—RELENTLESS PUNISHMENT OF THE LEADERS—PAPAL SCP-

PRESSioN OF T H E S O C I E T Y — L A T E R M O D E R A T I O N — T H E OP.DER RESTORED 

AND R E A D M I T T E D I N M E X I C O TO B E AGAIN E X P E L L E D . 

W E come now to one of those episodes in the his-
tory of intellectual development vvhich occasionally 
startle us from our contemjjlation of the niore u,sual 
monoton}'- of facts; in this instance an episode which 
causes us to wonder at a state of human society that 
could evolve such phenomena. There are few events 
in the annals of the race, very few upon its later pages, 
wherein is so displayed the mighty power of one over 
the many, not of one mind over the will of the inany, 
as frequently occurs in the great currents of supersti-
tion, but the arbitrary and unjust domination, the 
iron tyranny of one w411 over the minds and bodies of 
millions. In the midst of its palmiest days, at a time 
when its wealth and inftuence are almost limitless, 
the church throws a faint, almost imperceptible scovvl 
at the state, and instantly one of her most powerful 
divisions is hurled hence, and dissipated to the winds; 
and this in a Catholic country, by a Catholic monarch, 

(426) 
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and in defiance of the pope of Rome. I t was during 
the administration of the marqués de Croix that New 
Spain, as well as the other dominions of the Spanish 
crown, was subjected by Cárlos I I I . , their king, to 
this catastrophe wliich brought to thousands humilia-
tion and distress. 

I have given, with sufficient detail, the origin and 
progress in Mexico of the society of Jesus to the end 
of the seventeenth century. The order continued to 
spread during the next hundred years, and its hold on 
the country was such that, to all appearances, no 
povver could shake it so long as it pursued its estab-
lished polic}^'' In 1732 the Jesuits entered the field 
of Guanajuato, and took initiatory steps toward 
founding a college in the city of that name. The site 
was determined, and the appurtenances received in 
September,^ but it was not until 1744 that the royal 
authorization was obtained.^ The corner-stone was 
laid in 1747, fifty thousand pesos having been secured, 
besides four haciendas valued at double that sum.* 
The church of the college was consecrated in 1765. 
There was at Leon in Guanajuato a heaterio of Jesuit 
w^omen for the education of girls, the only one in 
America. In Michoacan the order had a mission in 
San Juan Puruándiro of the district of Patzcuaro.^ 
The college of San Javier w âs given to the society by 
the bishop of Michoacan. In Jalisco, the conversion 
of the natives of Nayarit was taken in hand by the 
Jesuits in 1720.^ They labored in that barren field 

' The society's extraordinary privileges had been at various periods—1708 
to 1757—renewed by the papal court, the last extension being for twenty 
years. Jlorelli, Fast. Xov. Orb., 518-625. 

^ l t is stated that as early as 1616 the people there had asked for Jesuits; 
and there was a tradition that for fifteen days before a priest named Vidaí 
visited the place, tlie form of a Jesuit was seen in the pulpit of the parish 
church. Vidal vanquished and drove out the devil, who had declared that 
he would prevent the Jesuit entry. Lazcano, Vit/a del P. Oviedo, 270-5. 

^AIcgi-e, Ilist. Comp. Jesus, iii, 241-3, 284-6. 
*As many as 5(X) miners helped at the work on certain days without 

wages, and yet the college and its magnificent temple cost over half a miIUon 
pesos, Rovu','o, Jlich., 160-1. 

* \'illu-Senor y Sanchcz, Theatro, ii. 28. 
* When these people earnestly asked for thera. They had since 1635 re-
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amidst difficulties and hardships. Much of the trouble 
arose from the conduct of the whites, including the 
troops of the presidio, whose captain could not control 
them.^ 

The moral condition of the province seems to have 
been satisfactory to the general of the order in 1747, 
as he so expressed himself to the provincial in Mexico, 
who in his turn made it known to his subjects, in his 
letter enjoining the strictest discipline, in order that 
the generars words should be sustained.^ The ques-
tion of payment of tithes by the society on its estates 
had been for several years a cause of contention be-
tween it and the archbishop, in which the real audi-
encia sided wdth the latter. In December, 1734, the 
jueces hacedores of the archdiocese passed a decree, 
wherein, after noticing the decrease in the amount 
paid by the managers of the haciendas owned by the 
society in New Spain aiid the Philippines, the col-
lection was provided of the full tithes due for that 
year by the aforesaid estates. The judges also pub-
lished cejîsuras against their managers and several 
other members of the society, even though it had an 
appeal pending before the audiencia. The provincial 
refused to accede to the demand, and jjretended to pay 
little or no heed to the censuras.^ However, in Oc-

fused christianity, and in 1713 declined to listen to the Franciscan friar 
Antonio Margil, and even struck his face with a fox. Arlcgui, Chrtín. Zac, 
173. 

' The troops were made up of bad men who countenanced the Indians in 
their idolatrous and other evil practices, to gain their good-will, and thereby 
get them to work on their farins, and to show them where the good mines were. 
Alegre, Ili.st.Comp. Jesus, iiL 238-9. I t is said that in the Nayarit missions, 
whilst the Jesuits had them the Indians were confessed only in articulo mor-
tis, frequently through an interpreter. Maséres, Informe, in Pinart, Col. Doc 
Jlex., 209. 

* ' Y que si ay, como en comunidad de hombres, sv mal necessario, se cor-
rigen, y se dan las penitencias,' Pajjeles de Jesuitas, MS,, no. 43, l - l l . 

*I t was claimed that the censuras had no value whatever inforo conscie'n-
t'iæ; that they had no power over members of the order of Jesus, because it 
was not subject to the authority decreeing them, but directly to that of the 
holy see; that as they were null and void inforo interno et externo, they im-

f osed no obligation of asking for or accepting absolution ad huc ad cautelam. 
t was also alleged that a royal order of October 4, 1705, pursuant to a papal 

bull of October 10, 1704, had forbidden the ordinaries of Mexico, Central 
America, and the Philippines from issuing excommunications against mem-

\ 

j 
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tober 1735, the provincial proposed to the audiencia a 
temporary arrangement, which w âs rejected May 12, 
1736, on two grounds: first, that the provincial had 
insulted the archbishop-viceroy and the members of 
the audiencia; and second, that he had paid no re-
spect to the censuras issued against the priests admin-
istering the haciendas of the society. I t was ordered 
that the collection of the whole titiiesfor 1734 should 
be niade, and that a copy of the proceedings should 
be forwarded to the royal council at Madrid.^*' The 
provincial had objected to the second order to pay the 
decimal tax, entering a solemn protest against it, and 
adding that as it would not be decent for his peo-
ple to use other weapons than those of reason, the 
collector of tithes would need no armed force to effect 
his purpose, but only assistants to measure, count, and 
weigh.^^ 

The subject having been duly considered in the 
king's council, it was decreed^^ that the payment of 
the tithes should be enforced, and censures, if neces-
sary, applied. The society was required, under that 
decree, to produce sworn statements of the produce of 
its estates subject to tithes; afterward, if it had 
any exceptions to make, to send them to the royal 

bers of the regular orders, except in such cases as the council of Trent and 
certain papal bulls then in force, authorized thera. Segura, Defensa Cantínica, 
MS., 1-203. The author of this work, Father Nicolás de Segura, being the 
præpositus of the casa profesa in Mexico, in 1743, was discovered dead by 
strangulation, upon his bed, the morning of the 8th of March. The lay 
brother who acted as door-keeper said, ' En el monte está, quien el monte 
quema.' Five days later, on the 13th, at daybreak, the sententious brother 
was also found dead by strangulation. Some tiine after i t was reported tliat 
the author of those deeds, another lay-brother, had been discovered, confined, 
and afterward taken to Rome. The affair was hushed up and remained a 
mystery ever after. Dicc Univ. Ilist. Geog., x, 376-7. 

^°Auttos Secrettos, in Mex. Doc Ecies., MS., no. 1, 1-82. See also i>iez-
mos de Ind., nos. iv., ix., xii.-xiv. 

" T h e concluding words of the document are characteristic, conveying 
as they do malignaucy under the garb of humble submission. I t was to be 
understood, he said, that the assent by the manager of an estate to the demand 
for one out of every ten, would be like that of a peaceable unarmed travel-
ler patiently submitting to necessity M hen stopped on his way, and forced 
to surrender his goods. Barba, Respuesta, in Segura, Defensa Cantínica, 
MS., 211-14, 

^^Junel6, 1736. Diezmos, Real Cédula, official copy, 1-15. 
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council. The audiencia in Mexico decreed October 
8, 1736, the fulfilment of the royal order. 

The matter did not stop here. The Jesuits were 
shovving a markecl disposition tovvard the acquisition 
of worldlv' w^ealth, and no more fondness for pay-
ing taxes than have most corporations. But finding 
that they could not escape the inftiction, they did the 
next best tliing: they paid as little as possible. lu 
the reign of Fernando VI . , through Father Pedro 
Ignacio Altamirano, they made with that sovereign in 
January 1750 acontract of compromi.se for the tithes, 
under which they acquired privileges and facilities 
deiiicd to other religious orders. They were thereby 
privileged to pay one out of every thirty-one, instead 
of one out of every ten. This concession was not only 
an unfair discrimination against the other religiosos, 
and in fact against all other producers, but had 
been actually obtained under a false representation of 
the quality and quantity of the crops. A s a natural 
consequence, the ecclesiastical chapters of other re-
ligious orders in due time represented the facts to 
Fernando's successor, Cárlos I I I . , who referred them 
to his council; and though the pleas of the attorney 
of the society of Jesus were duly weighed, the crovvn's 
fiscales found them w^anting, and asked that the so-
called transaccion, having been obtained on false pre-
tences, should be declared null, wdiether it was looked 
upon as a compromise or as a favor, for the right of 
the crovvn to the tithes recognized no privileges either 
anterior or posterior granted by the holy see. There-
upon they insisted that the Jesuits should be in 
future compelled to pay tithes like other producers. 
The attention of the council was also called to the 
studied policy of the Jesuit society in delaying tha 
conclusion of this tithes question for over a century, 
to tlie injury of the royal treasury. The council, com-
posed of eleven members, stood six to five in favor of 
submitting the case to the supreme court of justice. 
The king thencal leda council of members drawnfrom 
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the councils of Castile, the inquisition, ôrdenes, and 
hacienda or exchequer, to which were also invited 
several distinguished theologians vvho took part in the 
deliberations. Of the eleven members constituting 
this council, ten cast their votes for the annulment 
of the compromise, and thus it w âs declared in the 
royal decree of December 4, 1766. The Jesuits were 
then required to paj^ thereafter one per decem upon 
all the produce of their haciendas, ranchos, and in-
genios, or sugar plantations.-'^ 

The society of Jesus on the 31st of August , 1750, 
had in the province of New Spain, whicli includecí 
Guatemala, Cuba, and Florida, 625 members, of whom 
382 were ordained priests. About one half of them 
were natives of America, and the larger portion of 
the latter were born in Mexico.^* In the suinmer of 
1767, wdien disaster overtook the society, there were 
in the province of New Spain 418 priests, 137 csco-
larcs, and 123 coadjutors, making a total of 678, 
of whom 464 were natives of America, 153 from 
Spain, and 61 foreigners.^^ The society had in the 
province one casa profesa in the city of Mexico, 
23 colleges, one house of probation, eight convictus 
et seminaria, and five residences. I t had taken root 
in every province of the country, controlling 103 mis-
sions with 104 priests, besides one visitador-general 
of missions and his associate.^^ I n 1766 the provin-
cial, Fa the r Francisco Ceballos, had, after due delib-

" The viceroy had the orders pubUshed in Mexico, and endeavored to 
execute them, but the Jesuits again opposed a resistance. Rivera, Gob. Mex., 
i. 408-9. 

" In the Spanish dominions, including all America and the Philippines, 
there were 5,167, of whom 2,774 were priests; in Portugal, 1,754, of whom 
927 were priests; in France, 1,542, of whom about half were priests. In the 
world, 22,642, of whom 11,345 were ordained priests. Gat. Personarum et 
Domiciliarum (1-21); Comp. Jesus, Col. Gen., 24. 

^̂  Comp. Jesus, Catáhgo, 4-70. The neophytes converted and directed by 
the order in Mexico were 122,0(X); in the rest of America, 191,000; in the 
Philippines, e t c , 165,000; making a total of 478,(X)0. To that nuinber must 
be added the neophytes in the Portuguese possessions. Boero, note, in Expul-
sion des Jésuites, 220. 

^®In Upper Pimería, 8; Sonora, 18; Sinaloa, 16; Chinipas, 7; Taraumara, 
13; Tepehuane, 12; Piastía, 10; Nayarit, 6; Lower CaUfomia, 13. Ctd. Per-
sonarum et DomiciL (1-21). AÚ existed in 1767. 
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eration, solemnly relinquished to the viceroy all the 
missions, more especially those in California, offering 
to establish others among the heathen whenever de-
sired. This must have been put forth as a test, with 
a full conviction tha t the surrender could not and 
would not be accepted. And so it proved. The 
viceroy called a council, consisting of oidores, the 
auditor de guerra, and the fiscal, who asked the opin-
ions of the bishops and governors of the regions 
where the missions were situated. The bishops and 
most of the governors objected to the renunciation, 
stating their reasons. The viceroy then referred the 
matter to the crown.*^ 

This great association, notwdthstanding its wealth 
and almost unlimited sway over the Roman Catholic 
mind and conscience, w âs now to undergo a great 
calamity. Persecution, dire and relentless, was at 
hand. On the 27th of February, 1767, King Cárlos 
I I I . , after a consultation w th his intimate coun-
sellors, and for reasons that he reserved in his royal 
breast, issued a mandate to his minister of state, the 
concle de Aranda, for the expulsion from his domin-
ions iii Europe, America, and Asia of all the mem-
bers of the society of Jesus,^^ that is to say, ordained 

'̂ Meanwhile the California missionaries asked to be at least relieved of 
the two southera missioiis, which were troublesome, overtasked, and less 
fruitful, particularly since the opening of mines. The request was not 
granted, Clavigero, Storia CaL, ii, 169-70. 

'^ The orcler had been expelled from the dominions of King José I. of 
Portugal, by a royal decree of September 3, 1759, in wliich the Jesuits were 
declared traitors and rebels, and the society's estates confiscated. On the 
same date of the previous year the king was shot at and wounded in the pub-
lic streets, and the Jesuits were accused of being at the bottom of a plot; 
three of their number were imprisoned, and the chief among them suffered 
death, against the express disapproval of the pope. The expulsion was said 
to be the work of the minister of state, marqués de Pombal, the first to raise 
the standard of persecution, who had resolved to reform the church, bringing 
its members under the control of the royal government; to accomplish which 
he committed numerous acts of despotism and cmelty, notably those against 
thc Jesuits. So was asserted by their friends. The expulsion from Portugal 
was follow ed by the suppression of the order in France. A decree of the 
parliament of August 6, 1762, declared it inadmissible in any civilized state, 
because of its hostility to natural rights, as well as to spiritual and temporal 
authority. The society should be dissolved and its property confiscated. 
Other decrees were passed, and finally, King Louis XV,, in November 1764, 

fteÍTii 



SEVERE MEASURES, 43,. 

priests, lay-brothers, or coadjutors who had taken thc 
first vovv, and novices who refused to abanclon the-
society, together with sequestration of their cstates.-^* 
The order was confirmed by the pragmatic sanetion 
of Apri l 2cl, publi.shed the same day, making knowii 
the royal action in the premiscs, and that the exiled 
would be allovved, out of the income of the sujjpr^^ssed 
society's property, a yearly pension of one hundred 
pesos to each ordained jjriest, and ninety jiesos U* 
each lay-brother, the foreign born ancl those of ini-
moral conduct being exeejjted. I t was strictly for-
bidden them to write anything savoring of rebellion 
against the ro^^al act, under penalt}', in the eveiit of 
violation of tha t clause, if it ^vere only by a singlo 
member, of the forfeiture of the pensions of all his 
brethren. Noi- vvas this all. A m ' Jcsui t who should, 
without the king's express leave, return to the Spaii-
ish dominions under any jjretext whatsíjever, (neii 
tha t of havinof resig-necl from the societv ancl beim/ 
absolved of its vows, vvoulcl be treated as a proserijit, 
incurring if a layman the penalty of death, ancl if a 
priest tha t of confinement, at the option of the ordi-
naries.'^" 

extinguished the order, permitting its members to reside iu France subject 
to the ordinaries, and submissive to the laws of the kingdom, thoiigh later 
they werc íorced to quit the country, The suppression was the result, as 
the partisans of the Jesuits alleged, of palace intrigties, ^Madame de Pom-
padour, the king's mistress, entertained a great aiiimosity to the order, 
because of tlie opposition of one or iiiore of its inembers to her resi,lence 
at court, and brought lier influence to bear iipon the kiug, the minister, 
duc de Choiseul, and other men, all affiliated iu the new sclioul of philoso-
phers, to accomplish tlie riiin of the society of Jesus, I t is not ray purposCy 
it being not within the scope of this work, to enter into a full disquisition 
of the actual causes that prompted the policy of tliese two prouimeiit sons of 
the Roman chtirch, the kings of France and Portugal, nor into the history of 
their negotiations on the subject with the head of the church, The qucstion 
is fully treated by a nuinber of writers, to whom I must refer the reader, 
Among them may be mentioned: Expulsion des Jesuifes; Encyclojiadict 
Britiinnica; Dictionnaire de la CQitvcrsat'ton; Busfamante, SujJcm., in Oavo. 
Tres Siglos; Id., ExpcUriacion, in Alegre, IIi.<t, Conip. Jesus; Bcauj'ort, IIis-
to'ire des Papes; Ahman, Disertaciones; Jlendo, Ci^ísis Comp. Jesus (L-xiíi,), 
and 1-284. 

^'Subsequent decrees prescribed the inode of disposing of the property.. 
Bdeiia, Recop., i. pt. iii. 336-40. 

^''Aiders and abettors, and persons knowing of such arrivals who failed t * 
make them known to the authorities, incurred the penalties prescribed in th& 

HisT, M E X . , 'yoL, III, 28 
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The causes prompting the Spanish sovereign to 
adopt so extreme a raeasure, very much against his 
feelings^^ as we have been told by some friends of the 
victims, were, as I have said, rescrved to himself I t 
has been asserted tha t the grounds on which the 
council based its advice were purposely or othervvise 
removed from sight, thus not enabling us to judge 
vvith any degree of certainty what it was that had 
biassed the king's mind; and fault has been found with 
his reticence in a case calling, in his judgment, for so 
severe a punishment. Bu t if tha t record is lost, the 
causcs are extant in another equally important docu-
ment, of which I possess a copy and will take notice 
in this connection. 

A measure of such magnitude affecting so vitally 
the interests of the church, could not have been con-
summated bv a faithful Catholic and high-minded 
king and gentleman, such as Cárlos I I I . , without ap-
])rising the Roman pontiff of the intention, and per-
haps of some of his motives. H e dutifully discharged 
tha t obligation. His action met with opposition on 
the jjart of Clement X I I I . , who felt both distressed 
and indignant; indeed, the destruction of a religious 
order from which the papacy clerived so much sup-
port and so large a revenue, could but be unpalatable, 
aside from other considerations, such as the jjossibility 
of the pensions being suddenly stopped, and the 
jjope's treasury becoming burdened with the mainten-
ance- of the poverty-stricken. His Holiness made up 
liis mind not to receive the ejected Jesuits iii his do-
iniiiions.^" StiII, Cárlos was a jjowerful monarch, and 
a stubborn one, upon whom the fulminations of tlie 
vatican would fall harmless; conciliation was then the 

Toyal rescript. Comp. Jesus, Catúlogo, 1-2, 36-73; Bele a, Recop., i. pt, iii. 
337; CoL Real Dc-cto, Feb. 27, 1767, in Reales Ord., v, 226-39, 

^̂  He has not been included among persecutors out of extreme charity for 
his blindness, Exjiiilsion des J('svites, pref, He acted 'siguiendo agenos in-
flujos,' Alaman, lli<f, JI'J., i. 83. 

"This is made to appear in the official correspondence of the duc de 
Choiseul, and the marquis d'Aubeterre, French ambassador at Rome, Expul-
sion dcs Jcsuites, 398—438, 
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only available recourse. I t was thought tha t he 
might be amenable to papal reasoning; tha t some-
thing might be gained by a friendly interference to 
obtain a revocation, or at least a suspension of the 
obnoxious decree. The jjlan was triecl and failed. In-
deed the pope's brief of April 16th, overpraising the 
virtues and other merits of the Jesuits, at tha t j)ar-
ticular time, and bespeaking favor for them, was a 
blunder; at all events, it did not mend matters. 

The king submitted the brief for advice to his coun-
cil, which on the 30tli of the same month met in extra 
session, and after minutely reviewing its contents, 
exj)ressed the opinion that tlie JJOJJC had iio business 
to interfere in a matter so entirely temjjoral in its na-
ture, ancl of the king's exclusive provincc; and tha t no 
jjower on earth had any right to call him to account 
for his decision thereon, much less after he had, froni 
jjure courtcsy, advised the jJoj)C of his action in the 
premises. The council, furthermore, not recognizin"' 
in the Jesuits the merits aseribed to them, but on the 
contrary many serious faults that rnade them danger-
ous, could see no reason why the sovereign should 
abandon or even modify his order.^^ I t concluded 

^ ' l t has been said that the real reason was that Clcment XII I , aiid liis 
minister Cardinal Torregiani had seen thiuugh the motives of the enemies of 
public order and opposed thcm with all thcir might. Sc/tuli, Coitrs d'IIist., iii 
Alaitian, Di<crt., iii, 305, Tlie king's council said, the hand of the Jesuit 
general, Lorenzo Ricci, coulcl be detected iii the brief, he beiug the confessor 
and spiritual adviser of tlie cardinal, with aii influenee potential. I t charged 
the Jesuits with the introduction of false doctrines iu tlie churcli aiid corrup-
tiou of morals, probably referring to what has heen ptiblished under the title of 
Becrct instriictions of tlie Jesuits, of which I have a eopy, but M hose atithen-
tieit}' I have no means of verifying. I t accused them oí being promoters 
and accoiiiplices in several riots, rehellions, aud regieides in various kingdoms 
of Europc, as evidenced in solemn deeisious standing aguinst tliem iu courts 
of justice; of being the persecutors of bishops, und keeping prelates, chapters, 
orders, universities, e t c , in turmoil by banding themselves as to Íiave tlieir 
own opinions and schemes prevail over those of otlier respectable corporations 
or persons: ' assi sedio â conoser la Compaiiia desde c[f se fundo; y assi se 
hallaba (juando V. M. se sirviôpor su Rl. Decreto de 24 de Febrero mandarla 
e.xtranar de sus Dominios,' The necessity was denied of the society's e.\ist-
ence; and even its usefulness was greatly doubted, as it had toleiated super-
stition in America; and in thc Philippines caused a revolt of the níiti\ es in 
fuvor of the English; and evcrywhere its members had niade theniselves the 
actual sovereigns; ' y cn todus las Yiidias, como en el Paragtiay, Moros, Muy-
nas y Orinoco, Califomia, Sinaloa, Sonora, Pigmería, Nayarit, Tayanularit, 
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that the presence of the Jesuits in the Spanish domin-
ions was extremelyprejudiciaI,through their complicity 
in traitorous at tempts, grasping and seditious spirit, 
fanaticism, disobedience, and intolerable pride. The 
unanimous decision of the members, the fiscales con-
curring, was tha t no discussion of the subject with 
the papal court should be entered into, and a mere 
aeknowledgment of the receipt of the brief should be 
returned in ansvver. 

Without discussing the merits of the charges pre-
ferred against the society for its conduct in Europe, 
or attemjjting to deny its w'orldliness in the acquisi-
tion of jjroperty ancl its selfish efforts to escape the 
burdens w^eighing upon other members of the church 
ancl the body politic in America, and wdthout laying 
j)articular stress on its overbearing deportment, several 
instances of which have been recorded in the course 
of this history, it must be confessed that the Jesuits 
maintained, if not perfect purity of conduct, at least 
a degree of virtue tha t made them the exceptional 
members of a church which had at tha t time, but for 
them and a few other honorable exceptions, almost 
become an exemplar of vice. A t all hours and seasons 
they were found performing the offices of religion and 
charitv. The service of God in their churches was 
reverent and dignified. They spread education among 
all classes; their libraries vvere open to all. They 

y otras naciones de Yndias, se han apoderado de la soberania.' I t had treated 
Spaniards as euemies, depriving them of trade, and teaching them horrible 
things against the k ings bcivice, of all ^\hicli the pope was ignorant. Even 
the spiritual care of the inissions had been neglccted by the Jesuits, accord-
ing to tlicii own confession in their intiraate correspondence. Other charges 
were enuraerated, one of tlie most serious being that the society had worked 
to bring about in >Spain a change in the govemment to suit itself. Consulta 
dtJ Con.si'Jo, in /'ujnJcs de Jcsu'dus, MS., no. 6, 1-9. According to Alaman, 
JJiserf,, iii. 315-17, the king was induced to believe that the Jesuits had 
proraoted a riot that occurred, with the purpose of deposing him, to prove 
which scditious papers were produced to him of such a nature that they 
could not be divulged without compromising the dignity of the crown and 
the decorum of the royal faraily. I t was also asserted that Cárlos III , was 
chagrined at the Jesuits ' opposition to a darling project of his, namely, the 
canonization of Juan Palafox, former bishop of Puebla and viceroy of Mexico, 
aud of Brother Sebastian del Ni o Jesus, who foretold him that he would be 
king of Spain, when he was not the heir presumptive. 
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incessantly taught the natives religion in its t rue 
spirit, as well as the mode of earning an honest living. 
Among the most notable instances, in support of this 
last assertion, are those of Nayari t , Sonora, Sinaloa, 
Chihuahua, and Lower California, vvhere their efforts 
in the conversion of the natives were marked by jjer-
severance and disinterestedness, united witli love for 
humanity and progress,^* H a d the Jesuits bcen left 
alone, it is doubtful wdiether the Sjmnish American 
provinces had revolted so soon, for they were devoted 
servants of the crown, and had great inftuence with 
all classes—too great to suit royalty, but sueh as.after 
all might have saved royalty iii this quarter. 

Never vvas the king's absohite jjower made so mani-
fest as upoii this occasion, wlicn lie determined to 
crush at one blow the inost powerful association in 
Iiis dominions. The eonde de Aranda, clothed wdth 
royal authori ty, ' ' on the 20th of March eirculatcd 
his orders, which contained minute instructions j)ie-
pared by Campomanes, the fiscal of the royal eouneil. 
Everything had beeii foreseen, tinie ancl distanees 
calculated, so tha t the society should be sti'ickcn 
without fail a t one and the same moment, on tlie niglit 
betw^een the 2cl and 3d of April. A later order of jMarch 
28th hastened the execution by tvvo days in jMadrid 
and neighboring places, and it was carried out on the 
night of the 31st of March. When the inhabitants 
awoke the next morning they learned witli astonish-
ment tha t tlie Jesuits vvere alreacly several leagues 

"^Two distinguished officers of r ank in the Spanish royaln.avy, Jorge Juan 
and Antonio Ulloa, in a secret rcport to the crowii upon alliiiis of Suuth 
America, cqually applicable to Mexico, had nothing but words of eomuienda-
tion of tlie Jesuits ancl their work, Juan and Ullou, Xot, .S'crrctns, in (Jtiurt, 
Rer., XXXV. 333-4. Azai;i, an adversary of thc .Jesuits, adniits that tliey 
used tlieir suprcine atithority ovcr the missious with admirablc modcratiun 
and mildness. Magarinos Cervaiites, a libcral aiid judicious ISpaiiiard, says 
tha t iindcr Jesuit influencc the administiationof missions rose to thc hi';liest 
grade of prosperity, and as soon as it fcU into otlicr hands they werc rtiined. 
Art. Ducrttc, in Dicc Univ. lli<f. Gcog., ix. 240-1. Such statcmeiits are 
bornc out by those of many other writers; lîrigudier Dicgo AUjcar, (Sun/.alo de 
Doblás, lieutenaut-governor of Buenos Ayrcs, the traveller Pagc '̂s, •\\Iio vvere 
eye-'\vitnesscs, Robertsun, Ruynal, Chateaubriand, Humboldt, etc, 

^^Beleitit, Recop., ii, ;!S7-S. 
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from jMadrid, on their way to the ports at which they 
were to be embarked. I t was done with the utmost 
secrecy, and even the officers charged with the duty, 
though many of them were doubtless friends, relatives, 
and supporters of the victims, dared not disobey.'^' 
To other parts of the Spanish dominions strict orders 
had been transmitted, and dates exactly fixed for 
tlie arrest of every member of the society of Jesus. 
Troops were at hand to aid the authorities should 
necessity arise. 

L e t us now return to New Spain and see how the 
order was executed; and let us mark carefully the 
methocl of it, for it is full of interest and instruction. 
Earlv in the evenino' of the 24th of June 1767, the 
vieeroy, marqués de Croix, received in the palace the 
audiencia, the archbishop of Mexico, and the rest of 
the high officials, vvhoni he had summoned to a meet-
ing for the consideration of an important and confi-
dential affair of state. Croix then produced a sealed 
package which he had received from the supreme gov-
ernment. Upon removing the outer envelope there 
was found another, upon which was written the fol-
lowing words: " S o pena cle la vida, no abrireis este 
pliego hasta el 24 de Junio á la caida de la tarde."^^ 
This cover being removed there were found instruc-
tions concerning the measures to be adopted in the 
arrest of the Jesuits, naming the men who were to do 
the work, and telling how they should do it. On re-
moving the last wrapper the full order was found 
expressed in the following terms: " I invest you with 
my whole authority ancl royal povver tha t you shall 
forthwith repair with an armed force—d mano ar-
mada—to the houses of the Jesuits. You will seize 
the persons of all of thein, and despatch them within 
twenty-four hours as prisoners to the port of Vera 
Cruz, where they will be embarked on vessels pro-

'^^ Alaman. IIi<t. JltJ,, i. 8-2-4. 
'•'' Mcuning, ' under the penalty of death you will not open this despatch 

till the 24th of June at uifditfall.' 

) 
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vided for tha t purpose. A t the very moment of sucli 
arrest you w'ill cause to be sealed the records of said 
houses, and the papers of such persons, withoutallow-
ing them to remove anything but their prayer-books, 
and such garments as are abs(jlutely necessary for the 
journey. If after the embarkation there should be 
found in tha t district a single Jesuit , even if ill or 
dying, you shall suffer the penalty of death. Yo el 
Rey," these last words being the sovereign's autograph 
signature, and meaning I , the king.'^ 

Pursuan t to this commancl the viceroy gave his 
orders; and on the 25^^^" of June, a little before 
daybreak, the Jesuits were arrested in their resi-
dences, and their papers^'' and effects seized. In the 
casa profesa the notification was made by José 
Areche, fiscal of the audiencia, to the father j)ræpo-
situs, the provincial, Salvador Gándara, being then 
absent in Querétaro, and the other members, all of 
whom humbly submitted, knelt down, and prayed 31 

^̂  Dávila, J. JL, P. Saivc lor Gándara, in Dicc Univ., iii. 547. 
^*Some modern authorities by mistake say it was on the 20th. Zerecero, 

Mem. RiV. Jlex., 442; Jlora, Rev. Mex., iii, 264, 
°̂ Fatlier Joseph Och repudiates the idea that anything detrimcntal to the 

Jesuits was found in their papers, but lie made haste to destroy all the writ-
ings in his possession at tlie first opportunity. He denies the imputation tha t 
there was anything secret about the systein or relatious of the Jesuits, bu t 
perhaps forgets himself when he admits that many pcrsons -would have given 
$1,000 to speak to some of them when confinecl, aud exults over tlie fact 
that one man actually did smuggle himself in under the pretence of being a 
doctor. Och, liii.sc, in Jlttrr, Xac/iric/dcti, 9-1^6; (J'Ji, Joscph, Xachrir/itcn vcjii 
seincn Rciscit, 1757 b'is 1767, in Jlnrr, Xachrichten. Halle, 1.S09. Och ^\-as a 
Jesuit priest who caine to ^Nlexico in 1756; soou aftcr he was assigned to a 
mission in Pimería, and remained tliere till 1767, v^hen hc retumed in ill-
health to Me.xico. He v\as one of the Jesuits cxpelled frora the country. and 
seems to h;.ve been a sociahle, joUy ]iriest, and iiot over piotis, His auto-
graph memoirs contain inuch information on thc country and its inhahitants, 
but little on missions, In treuting of the eneraies of his order he indulges 
freely in sureu:-m, relating several exaggerated ;ind even unsavory stories ia 
reviling such govemment officials as had a hand in the expulsion, The 
memoirs were given by Abbot Franz Huberti to Í^Iurr, who published tliem, 
as lie tells us, rcforraiiig them to suit the public taste. Father Och died of 
apoplexy in the Jesuit college of Wuizhurg early in Ju ly 1773, and only a 
few days before the suppressiou of his order, 

'^ The commissioner having demanded the consumption of the conseerated 
hosts in the ciborium previous to forming an inventory and seizing the sacred 
vases, Father Iragorri incjuired if the Jesuits present desired to take tlie cuni-
munion, and all so expressed tlieir wish, Bustumuntc, Exjjatriucion, in A!c;/fe, 
fíist. Comj). Jcsits, iii, 302; Id., SujJnn., in Cttco, J'rcs Sicjlos, iii, 2. Futher 
Diego José Abad, a Tarasco Indiun, uttered harsli remarks in Tarascan to 
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Erom tha t moment the Jesui ts were kept confined in 
the i r colleges in Mexico, and troops were stationed 
in the crossings of the streets leading to them. 

That same day the viceroy published an edict to all 
the inhabitants ' 'de este imperio," notifying them of 
t he king's peremptory order for the expulsion of the 
Jcsui ts , which he had put into execution. H e vvarned 
all the king's vassals, W'ithout exception, of their duty 
t o respcct and obey his ever jus t decisions, which they 
Avere bound to venerate and aid to carry out with the 
utmost fidelity, or incur his Majesty's displeasure, 
and the severest punishment, should they by vvord of 
moutli or writing manifest any disapproval or hostility 
to the measure.^^ The people were told once for all 
t h a t they w^ere born to obey and hold their peace.'^ 

On the 28th the Jesuits were conveyed in coaches 
strongly guarded by troops to Vera Cruz. A t Guada-
lupe they were allowed by José de Galvez, the visita-
dor, who sujjerintended the proceedings, to enter the 
santuario, where they sent up jjrayers to heaven for 
t he hajjpiness of a people who had ever idolized them. 
Largc crovvcls of sorrowful friends surrounded the 
carriages. The entry into Jalapa resembled a trium-
phal march, though it was attended by so much bitter-
ness. The throng in the streets was so large that 
t he troops in some jjlaces had to open a way with tha 
but-cnds of their muskets.^* The exiles from the capi-
tal and neighboring parts finally arrived in Vera 
Cruz, where they were gradually joinecl by their 
brethren froni other provinces, who had been arrested 
and treated in the same manner as themselves. Dur-

Father Iragorri, Areche then said to hira: ' Father, were you to swear in 
Basque, you and your interlocutor must, whether it be to your liking or not, 
•visit distant lands, and make your racket to peoplc that do not know Indiana 
as we do.' After which he confined Abad in a cell, and placed two sentries 
over him, Z' nri ro.^ Jfrrn. Rrc. JIcx.. 412. 

' ^ ' M e v e r c prccissado á usar del último rigor, y de execucion militar. 
Dispo.'iiciones \'artu.<, iv, 67. 

^ ' ' De una vez para lo venidero deben saber los súbditos de el gran Mo-
narca que ocupa el Trono de Espa a, que nacieron para callar, y obedecer, y 
no para discurrir, ni o^jinar en los altos assumptos del Goviemo.' Id. 

^* Rive,-a, lliôf. Jalapa, i. 137^0. 

\^V 
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ing the sojourn of the Jesuits in tha t port thirty-four 
of them died. 

On the 24th^® of October the government provided 
the requisite ships, and on tha t day the Jesui ts em-
barked for Habana.^® Four days out there was a vio-
lent gale which dispersed the convoy, and nearly 
caused the destruction of all. November 13th they 
reached Habana, and were kindly treated by the gov-
ernor captain-general, their condition being truly 
pitiable. After recruiting their strength, having lost 
a few more members, they were reémbarked Decem-
ber 23d for Cádiz, where they arrived the 30th of 
the following March.^^ They were then taken to the 
puerto de Santa María, and together with many others 
placed in an a!3ylum. In the middle of June , 1768, 
having lost fifteen of their brethren by disease a t 
Santa María, they were reémbarked, those from Mex-
ico numbering now about 528, for the Roman states, 
where they arrived only to be refused admission.^ 
The unfortunate exiles were then obliged to wander 
about the Mediterranean, suffering for the necessaries 
of life, closely confined in the ships, and subject to the 
harsh t reatment of the commander, till they were 
finally given refuge in Corsica. Buf as this island 
was the next year ceded to France,^^ they had to 
transfer themselves to Genoa, w^hence they eventu-
ally reached the papal states. In Naples and Parma, 
whose sovereigns depended on the king of Spain, the 
Jesuits met with no hospitality. 

^̂  Och's Reise, in Jlurr, Nachrichten, 79-138, gives the dates of embarka-
tion as the 22d and 23d, 

'•' I t secms that ten priests, one escolar, and three coadjutors were after 
all perraittcd toremain in America, probably for advanced age and infirmities. 
Among them were fathers Francisco Chavez, José María Estrada, and Regis 
Salazar, kept in confinement in Puebla, anel the first named eveiitually taken 
to Mexico. Eighteen noviccs abandoned the order in America, and 28 priests 
were allowed to remain iii Spain, Coinp. Jcstis, Catálogo, 88-90, 

^' The barque Bizarra, with the provducial, Father Salvador de la Gándara, 
was driven upon the coast of Portugal, where she was oii the brink of de-
stmction, Bustamante, Expatriacion, in Alegre, fíist. Comp. Jesus, uL 303; 
Id., Supkm., in Caro, TresSicjIos, iii. 3. 

''^*Expul'iion des Jcsu'des, 446, 
'^ The duc de Choiseul would not let them stay there. Alaman, DiserL, 

iu. 319-20. 

•*Hr> 
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Nearly all writers, both Protes tant and Roman 
Catholic, even those who justify the act of expulsion, 
condemn the arbitrary and cruel manner of its execu-
tion. The Jesuits were arrested and violently han-
dled, as if t heyhad been guil tyof heinous crimes, and 
without trial were driven from their homes and coun-
try, exposed to want,*'' and compelled to live in Italy 
under jjain of forfeiting the pittance allowed them for 
their support out of the millions tliat had been ruth-
lessly taken from them.*^ 

Returning again to Mexico, we shall see what oc-
curred there, On the 18th of July 1767 the viceroy 
and audiencia issued an edict for the sequestration of 
the temporalities of the Jesuits, again warning the 
people to be obedient and submissive to the king's 
orders.''" The expulsion of the society from Mexico 
was felt in various ways. I t w âs a heavy blow to the 

^''This was in violation of the king's order, which expressly said that they 
should be well treated: 'Se les tratará en la execucion con la mayor decencia, 
atencion, humanidad y asistencia.' (Jomp. Jesus, Col. Gen., 2. 

' ' 'AU the sovereigns of the Bourbon family ciemanded vi et armis oî Pope 
Cleraent XII I . that he shotild abolish the society of Jesus forever, but he 
never acceded to the deraand, and death came to relieve him of his responsi-
bilities in 1768. His successor, Ganganelli, who took the narae of Clement 
XIV, , was a Franciscan, He at once set to work to restore harmony with 
the Catholic sovereigns, and was successful. But the sovereigus before 
mentioned being joined by Austria, and by the grand inaster of Malta—-
the last naraed had, April 22, 1768, exiled the Jestiits froin his dominions, 
allowing annually to each eighty Roraau scuti—insisted on the abolition of 
the obnoxious society, and even made demonstratious to force compliance. 
The pope at last suhmitting to the inevitable, on the 21st of July 1773, upou 
the plea that the socicty could no longer be iiseful, issiied the famous bull, 
Dominus i : Redrrnjjfor Xosfcr, for its extinction, Clcmcntc XI V., Bula, 1-52; 
Recdes ('jrdcncs, v. 2IÍ0-S0; Bcuvfort, ll' t. de los Pajic , v. 330. After Clem-
ent's death, iu íSeptember 1774, Pius VI, confirmedalltheprohibitionsagainst 
objecting to the suppression: 'irapouiéndosc perjjctuo sileucio eu el asunto;' 
all violations were to be punishcd for cUsobedience and coutempt of the inaii-
dates of the ijoyie and the king, aiid any disturbance of the public peace aiid 
high treason, Br'i-iiu, Recop., i. pt, iii, 338, Jesnits residing iii Prussia and 
Russiu, engugcl in the education of Roman Catholics, remained with the con-
sent of the ie^]jcctive sovereigns, Frederick II . and Catherine II . 

*̂  March 14, 176S, was published another edict emhodying a royalorder o£ 
Novemher I I , 1767, which forbade the return of Jesuits, under any namc, 
character, or pretext, to the Spanish doininions, without the king's special 
leave. JJisjiosirioncs \'arius, iv., nos. 6S and 69. April 3, 1769, the viceroy 
made known other orders of the kin'_í and council to supprcss from the uni-
versities and coUeges every chair c LlledJe.<uitica; and no texts of the order or 
recomraended by it were to be thereafter used. In this he was seconded b 
the bishops, / '/., nos, 70-72; Croix, Real Cédula, Ag, 12, 1768; Fabian, d 
de Providencias, 455-61. 
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feelings of the people, because of the affection they 
bore it, and of the degradation inflicted on them 
by the assurance that they were mere serfs, born to 
obey, and not to think about, much less dispute, the 
acts of their master. Some persons, doubting the 
truth of the mandate, ventured to expostulate, and 
suffered for it.*^ 

But in destroying what the royal government con-
sidered an evil which must be eraáicated at all hazards. 
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GUANAJUATO, QUERÉTABO, AÍID M E X I C O . 

even against the dearest traditions of the people, every 
preparation had been made to confront any possible at 
tempts at rebellion. The fact should not be lost sight 

*̂  A canon of Mexico, Francisco Javier de Esnaurrizar, for free utterances 
m private, was shut up in San Juan de Ulúa. DoctorAntonioLopez Portillo, 
accused of being the author of a hostile article, was sent to Spain, and 
because of his great learning, then deemed very (iangerous, was never per-
mitted to retura to his couutry, Bustamante, ExpatiJacion, in Al'',/re, Hi<t. 
Comp. Jesus, iii, 305; Id., Suplem., in Cavo, J'rcs Sigios, iii, 5, In Jalisco 
the nuns sided with the Jesuits, and some fanatical prophecies were made 
in favor of the fathers' re tum, 'The bishop of the diocese in 1708 reproved 
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of tha t the natives of Spanish descent, being mostly at-
tached to the Jesuits ,and at the same time displeased at 
the preference shown by the government to subjects 
from Spain, in open violation of the right and priv-
ileges given the former in the lavvs of the Indies, were 
indignant at tlie t reatment the Jesuits had met with, 
and vvhich could be regarded as nothing less than rank 
desjjotism. In and near the capital, where the govern-
ment had great military resources, the discontented 
could not openly resent the insult. Bu t in the more 
distant parts the jjcople imprudently gave vent to their 
feelings, and this in overt acts, plamiing a dangerous 
consjjiracy against the Spaniards from Europe, and the 
government. There is no means of ascertaining w hat 
was its real scope, but it is believed tha t in Guanajuato, 
]\Iichoacan, San Luis Potosí, and Querétaro, those 
who were engaged in it purposed to break the con-
nection w th Spain, and establish in Mexico a mon-
archy with a Mexican dynasty. The plan had been 
matured with great secrecy, but owing to an im-
jjrudent act the revolt broke out prematurely in the 
town of Apatzingan, seconded in Uruapan, and fol-
lowed up in Pátzcuaro, Guanajuato, San Luis de la 
Paz , and other places. The pretext alleged was the 
king's rescript for the expulsion of the Jesuits. Every-
where was heard the cry of mueran! mueran! There 

constant violations of law and order; life and 
were 
property became insecure. The motto was ' 'nuevo rey 
y nuevíi ley." The creation of a nobility and other 
hare-braincd projects was contemplated; but nothing 
was done tow^ard accomplishing the national indepen-
dence except the removal from the court-rooms and 

them, quoting the words of the royal cédula, Rivas y Velasco, Cartn Pas-
torul, passim. The government itself violated the order for silence, by pub-
lishing a pamphlet which pretended to give chronologically the offences of 
thc society from its installation. A pastoral of the bishop of Puebla of October 
2s, 1767, was severely eiitieised by one Sambeli, who used abusive language 
a juinst the govemment, accusing it and its agents of robbery, and assuring 
the king that he would get no profit from the Jesuits ' estates, because ' á lo8 
ministros que arnduvieron en la danza se les ha pegado mucho en las u as ' 
. . . . 'quien hurta á ladron gana cien anos de perdon.' Fabian, Col. de Prov-
idencias, '231-93; Lexarza, Diligencias,in Pap. deJesuítas^'ÍAS., no, 4, 1-4. 
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other public places of the king's portraits, coats of 
arms, etc. Nor did the conspirators even a t tempt 
to restore order arnong their follow^ers. When this 
state of things became known in Mexico, the viceroy 
clothed the visitador José de Galvez with full powers 
to crush the rebellion, and punish the leaders. Gal-
vez appointed commissioners to investigate, under his 
direction, the cases of treason, reserving for his own 
more paiticular serutiny those in Valladolid, Guana-
juato, and San Luis Potosí. There was fighting in 
several jjlaces, Indians taking a prominent part, and, 
as niight be expectcd, the disorganized rebels were soon 
defeated, the punishment of the leaders being both 
swift and severe.^ 

The Spanish and American Jesuits , to the number of 
about s x thousand, residing in the pontifical capital 
and legations, wcrc punctuallv' paid their pensions. 
Some years later, in 1784, a roya order declared tha t 
they had a right to inherit and possess real and per-
sonal property, but this w âs subject to restrictions.*' 

**Gcdvez, Informe del Visitador, MS,, 11-48, 54-81; Gcdvez, Informe C'cn., 
138-9; Doc IJist. JIcx., série iv. ii. 6-2-4; Iturr'iharría, in <S'oc. Jlex. G<og. 
Boletin, vii, 2S9-90; Alaman, Di.<crf., iii, app, 66; Jjicc. Uiiir. Ili.st. Gcoj., 
x, 313. Upward of ninety persons perished on tlie scaffold, after undergoing 
the most cruel tortiire, and their limbs, exposed to view i high roads aud 
public places, remained without burial for a long time, Many othcrs wire 
sentenced to cmel cudgelings, or to hard labor in chain-gangs, and not a fcw 
to impiisonment for Ufe, Jlora, Rev. JLJ,, iii, 265-70; El Indicador de laj'cd. 
Jlex., iii, 151-4. The visitador not only hanged some of the rioters of Cua-
najuato, but laid a yearly tribute of $8,000 on the city, which proceeding told 
against the Spanish govemment in 1810. Alegre, Hist. Co>iip. Jcsus (foot-
note), iii. 244, That odious tribute was paid by the tribunal de viincría every 
year till September 12, 1810, when Intendente Riano, to propitiate the good-
will of the people and avert the revolution, repealed it, Romero, Jlich., 161. 

*^To prevent the removal from the Spanish dominions of the proceeds of 
such estates, they were to be administered by the nearest relatives of the 
heirs, without the privilege of selling, and with the obligation of investing 
moneys and other effects so as to obtain incomes therefrom. Ex-coadjutors, 
if unmarried, were to recei\'e one haU the income duriug their lifetime; if 
married, two thirds; the other half or third, as the case might be, was for 
the administrator of the estate. The same mle applied to novices. The 
children of ex-coadjutors or ex-novices were allowed to reside in the Spanish 
dominions, by first obtaining, should there be no objection to their personal 
behavior, a special passport from the crown. Ordatned priests were allowed 
one half the income; at their death the estates were to go to their legal heirs 
ab intestato. Whenever an ex-Jesuit acquired by inheritance an income ex-
ceeding $2(X) a year, his pension from the crown was to cease, Reaks Ôrdenes, 
V. 412-17. 
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I n 1796, with the invasion of the pope's states, the 
remaining Jesuits became dispersed, and the few 
Americans returned to their respective countries. 
Some of them had their pensions doubled and trebled, 
and received other compensations. Bu t the privilege 
of living in their native country did not last long. 
The Spanish government, controlled by Godoy, the 
favorite of King Cárlos IV. , caused the last survivors 
to be confincd in convents.*'' 

The deputies froni America and the Philippines to 
the national c6rtes in Spain, presented several peti-
tions for the restoration of the society of Jesus in the 
Indies. The eleventh and last was on the 16th of De-
ceiiiber 1810, and was ratified on the 31st of the same 
month by new members from Mexico. The reasons*'' 
adduced were the great importance of the society in 
j)iomoting science, and the jjrogress of missions which 
introduced and spread the Christian faith among the 

*^ Bustumunte, Exjjafriucion, in Alegre, fíist. Comp. Jesus, iii. 304; Id., 
SitjJcm., in Cuvo, J'res Sigios, iii, 4, Father Rafael de Célis, a native of 
Ver;i (.'mz, wrote in 1786 a catalogue of the province of Mexico coutaining 
hi(jgr;i].liic;il clutu, and showing the date of death of each member tiU the 
tiine oí his own demise, The list was contintied by Father Pedro Marciuez. 
Only 99 were alive at the begiuning of the 19tli century; ancl iu 1820, 96 
of them M ere already dead, Comjj. Jesus, Cutúlogo, 3-202; Guz. JIcx. (1798-9), 
ix. <S.')-7. I t is well known that several of the exiled Jesiiits vvrote voliimi-
nous works, for wliich the learned world has given them due credit, Among 
such writcrs were several iiatives of New Spaiu, froin whose productions I 
have often quoted in the course of this work, Their naines and writings wiU 
be duly notiecd el-cwhere. Others had wou thcmselves in the eighteenth cen-
tuiy an houurahle and revered uame in ^NIexico, for their virtues aud aj^ostolic 
zeal; uamely, Antouio de Hordo ana, Fraucisco Chavcz, Francisco Javier 
.Solcliu:^;!, Juan ^illavicencio; Fraiicis Herman Glaudoríi', a native of V\ est-
jilialia, the great aposlle of Taraumara, who was corapared wiíh Suiut Francis 
Nuvier, and died August 9, 1763; Juan Francisco Iragorri, the 'santo ameri-
eano;' i'rancisco Javier Goniez; Juan Perez, of whom Father Oviedo said that 
a uian of uppi,i\ed spirit saw • subir su alma de lacaraa al cielo, siii pasar por 
el purgatoriij'—seeing the soul fly up is ccrtainly a dramatic form of cx-
pressiou, l'eiez died in March, 1780; he was noted for the charitahle care 
he took of insane females. Then there were Agustin Arriola, Manuel Alvarez, 
Juan Curnero, who foretold thc day of his deatli; José dc Guevara, Cristábal 
Fluies, Salvador de la Gándara, Manuel Arce, Pedro (Jantoii, Juan Antonio 
de 0\ iedo, Juan Mayora, and Agustin Marquez. Excepting Glandorff, 
Gomez, Perez, and Álvarez, the above named were born in New Spain. 
Jluyiira.Ii'i,, I-7.S; lJit:c, Univ. fíi.st. Geog., i . -x , passim;/e.9«,s, C'aí, Comp., 
200; Luzcnno, Vida dri P Oviedo, 1-5S2; Pap. deJesuitas, MS,, no, 20, 1-31; 
Casta iza, li'L, frontispiece, 

'̂ I he new (leputies asked for their consideration, ' con la preferencia que 
demandíin his Aii ^ricas, y la urgencia de que somos testigos,' Bustamanie, 
Dcjciisa Coinji. Jesus, 15-16. 
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Indians. Nothing was done, however, tdl P ius V I I . , 
by bull of Augus t 7, 1814, reinstated the society. 
Fernando V I I . issued his exequatur September 17, 
1815, appointing a board to restore, as far as possi-
ble, the sequestered property. The royal order was 
executed in Mexico, the solemn installation of the 
Jesuits being made May 19, 1819, at the college of 
San Ildefonso, vvhich was delivered to fathers José 
María Castaniza, Antonio Barroso, and Pedro Can-
ton, natives of ]\Iexico, and members of the late 
society.*^ B u t the persecuted society was not long to 
enjoy peace. I t vvas again expelled by a decree of the 
Spanish côrtes of 1820, which was carried out in New 
Spain in January 1821.*^ The disposal made of the 
society's projjerty and missions will apjjcar in con-
nection with financial and general church affairs, 
treated of separately in this volume. 

The first at tempt to record the labors of the Jesuit order in America was 
the fíistoria de la Provincia de la compania de Jesus de Nueva Espaiia, by Fran-
cisco de Florencia, one of the society, published in Mexico in 1694, This was 
a mere beginning, however, for although the aiithor evidently intended to com-
plete the work it was never extended beyond the first volume. Tlie ijeriod 
covered is the decade beginning in I57I, duriiig which the Jesuit establish-
ments at Mexico, Pátzcuaro, and Oajaca were foiinded, Beyond the facts con-
nected with these establishments, and the lives of the founders and first two 
provincials of the order in Mexico, the historical data are meagre, The ar-
rangement is faulty, the dates f'or many important events are wanting, and 
the style is that common to the monkish chroniclers of the fourteenth century, 
The most extensive account of Florencia's life is givenby Beristain, According 
to this author he was born in Florida in 1620, studied in tlie coUege of San Ilde-
fonso of Mexico, and in 1643 took the Jesuit habit, Having successfully 
occupied the chairs of philosophy and theology in the Jesuit coUege of San 
Pedro y San Pablo, acquiring considerable fame iu the capital as a preacher, 
and having held several important commissions in connection with the inqui-
sition, he was appointed in 1688 procurator of his pro'vince at Madrid and 
Rome, Subsequently he filled for several years the ofl&ce of procurator-gen-
eral at Se\dIIe of all the provtnces in the Indies, He finally retumed to 
Mexico, where he died in his seventy-fifth year. 

Of his numerous writings, which are whoUy of a reUgious character, and 
Bome of which have passed through several editions, his fame rests chiefly on 

**Father Canton had been quietlyUving in the country since 1808. Busta-
mante, Suplem., in Cavo, J'rcs Siglos, iv. 176. 

*^Id., 177; Id., Defensa Comp. Jesus, 17. 
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the work already cited, and the Zodiaeo Jíariano, Mex., 1755, a posthumous 
work of considerable importance for the ecclesiastical history of Spanish 
North America, iu which the details are narrated with great fulness, with 
names, dates, and cir'cumstances, and with authorities and bibliographical 
citations. Nicolás Antonio, B'ib. IIisp. Nova, i. 426, makes no mention of 
these two works, only twoof his earlier and less important publications being 
cited. Of the author he says ' tum Roma, tum HispaU omnium Indicarum 
provinciamm procurator.' Alcedo, Bib. Am., MS,, i, 400-1, whofoUowsAn-
toniu, adds to the latter's list iwo more works of the same class, While 
Bcristain's list of this author's works is very complete, Sabin gives some vah 
uable information relative to the various ecUtions, 

Florencia's incompleted task was destined to be continued by one greater 
than he, but who. like hiin, was also fated to leave the work unfinished, His 
successor, Francisco Javier Alegre, was bom in 1729 at Vera Cruz, where he 
reeeived his early education and studied Latin, Theuce he passed to Puebla, 
where, having distinguished hiraself in the study of philosophy and the other 
branches taught at that period, he began a course of canonical law at the 
capitah On the 19th of March 1704 he took the habit a t the Jesuit college 
of Tepozotlan. During his novitiate he coramitted to meraory the works of 
St Francis of Sales, and the ascetic writings of Friar Luis de Granada and 
others, and, after professing, diligently devoted hiniself to the study of the 
Latin -writers of the goldeu age. Later he dedicated hiraself with such ear-
nestness to the study of theology that his astonishing progress in this science 
gained for him the applause of his companions, but so affected his health as 
to compel his transfer to Habana, There he taught philosophy, and perfected 
himself in Greek, mathematics, and the modem languages, Seven jears later 
hc passed to the Jesuit college recently opened in Mérida, Yucatan, whero 
after a few years, his superiors recognizing his fitness for the work, he was 
called to Mexico to continue the history of the society. 

Availing himself of the work of Florencia, the valuable writings of Ribas, 
Kino, Fray ^Martin Perez, Friar Ignacio Trysk, and an imraense mass of 
aniiual reports and private correspondence, he deseribed in a simple but cor-
rect and elegant style the extensive labors of his order from tlieir establish-
ment in Florida in 1566 to about 1765, when its members had already coin-
pleted the conquest of the north-western provinces of New Spain. Two 
volumes tn manuscript had thus far been comp eted, when two years later 
the further continuation oî the work was prevented by the expulsion of the 
soeiety. Having, with the majority of his exiled companions, taken up his 
residence at Bologna, he continued his studies and teachings, published a 
translation of the Iliad, -wrote Alexandriada, a poem on the conquest of Tyre 
by Alexander, and finished fourteen books on Ekmentos de Geometria, and 
four lectures on Secc'iones Ctínicas. Here also he wrote the most famous of 
his works, the Instifuciones Teoltígicccs, consisting of eighteen books in seven 
volumes, and published a year after his death, which occurred August 16, 
1788, near Bologna. In all, he wrote twenty works, which are enumerated 
by Beristain, Bib. fíisp.-Am., i. 54. Alegre's early studies are evident in 
his various works, his g(X)d taste and judgment being everywhere appar-
ent. His expressions against the enemies of the society are raoderate, aud 
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the space given to religious rhapsodies and accounts of miracles not ex-
cessive, His Ilistoria de la Compjania, the best work of its kind left by the 
Jesuits, and invaluable for the history of the north-west provinces of Mexico, 
remained unpublished until 1841, when it was rescued from oblivion by the 
efforts of the celebrated Mexican writer, Cárlos María Bustamante, In May 
of this year a bill to permit the re-establishment of the Jesuits in Mexico 
was laid before congress and supported, among others, by Bustamante, who 
Bought to influence the public in their favor by the publication of this work. 
I t was issued in 1841-2, in 3 vols. with notes -and a portrait of the author. 

HisT. MEX., VOL. n i , 29 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

MEXICO UNDER A REORGANIZED SYSTEM. 

1769-1790. 

SEPAKATE GOVERNMENT FOR THE PROVINCIAS INTERNAS—INTENDENCIAS Of 

P R O V I N C E S — C H A N G E S E F F E C T E D A N D F I N A L E O T A B L I S H M E N T — V l C E R O T 

AND ARCHBISHOP ALONSO NUNEZ DE H A R O — H i s HiGH CHARACTER AND 

P R E V I O U S R E C O R D — E X T R . 4 0 R D I N A R Y HONORS CONFERRED OX H l M BT 

THE CROWX—His DEATH AND BURIAL—CALAMITOUS VISITATIONS—EPI-

DEMICS AND E . \ R T H Q U A K E S — T H E I R E F F E C T O N T H E I G N O R A N T — V l C E -

ROY M.\xr L ANTONIO FLOREZ—His PREVIOUS CAREER—V^'AR AGAINST 

THE APACHES—ENGLISH AND RUSSIANS WATCHED IN THE PACIFIC— 

GENER.XL POLICY OF T H I S RULER—RESIGNATION, AND CAUSE OF I T — 

SPECLAL FAVOR SHOWN H I M BY THE CROW-N—His DEPARTURE FOB 

SPAIN—OBSEQUIES OF AND MOURNING FOR CÁRLOS I I I .—GRAND PROC-

LAMATION OF CÅRLOS F V . — H O N O R S TO ROYAL P E R S O N A G E S , 

T H E expediency of reorganizing the government of 
New Spain was one of the primary questions that en-
gaged the attention of the visitador general, José de 
( alvez, during his sojourn in the country. In accord 
w ith Viceroy de Croix, who ruled for the king at the 
time, he formed and laid before the crown a plan for its 
better administration, which vvas approved and ordered 
to be carried out. That plan provided'among other 
things for the creation of a government, comandancia 
general, and superintendencia de hacienda, entirely 
independent of the viceroyalty of New Spain, in 
the prot'incias intcrnas, so called, including Nueva 
Vizcaya, Sonora, Sinaloa, and the Californias, together 
vvith Coahuila, Texas, and Nevv jNIexico; the new gov-
ernor to have also the patronato real, a prerogatiye 
tha t vvill be fully treatecl of in another part of this 
volume. Though clothed likewise with judicial pow-

(450) 
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ers, the governor was jjractically relieved from the 
duties a t tendant thereon by the process of referring 
to the audiencia of Guadalajara all judicial matters 
coming to him on appeal. Thus he was enabled to 
devote a large portion of his attention to military and 
financial affairs with perfect independence of any New 
World authority. Full particulars upon this new 
organization are given in another subdivision of my 
work.^ Sufifice it to add here tliat after this part 
of the plan had undergone several changes, a final 
arrangement was made under royal decrees of the 23d 
and 24th of November, 1792, vvith the reorganization 
of a comandancia general de jjrovincias intcrnas, eom-
prising Sonora, Nueva Vizcaya, Ncw Mexico, Texas, 
and Coahuila, indejjcndent of the viceroy.^ The two 
Californias, Nuevo Leon, and the colonv of Nuevo 
Santander were attached to tlie viceroyalty of New 
Spain. This last arrangement went into effect in 
1793, and was still in force in the early years of the 
present century.^ 

The other part of the plan adopted by the crown 
in 1769 upon the joint recommendation of the marqués 
de Croix and Visitador general Galvez, on the 15th 
of January, 1768, for an entire change in the organi-
zation of the government, was t •-at of supjjrcssing the 
corregidores and alcal'/!cs mayores, of wlioin there 
were about tvvo hundred in the districts of the audi-
encias of Mexico and Guadalajara. These oíficials 
were deemed jjrejudicial, for the reason that having 
to support themselves, to pay off the debts con-
tracted for obtaining their oflfice, and to retire vvith 
a fortune, they resorted to any means to secure 
these ends.* Viceroy Linares gave them a bad char-

' Ilist. Xorth Jlex. States, i., this series. 
^ ReviIIa Gigedo, Inslrtic, MS., 545-6; Instruc Vi,-eycs, 201, 
^Real Ô,-den, May 30, 1804, in JLayer's JISS.,no. 3; Soc Jlex. Geog., 

Boletin, ii, 5, 
* ' No perdonan comunmente arbitrio, por injusto 6 extraordinario que sea,' 

Ocdvez, Info,-me, 17-18. 
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acter carlj ' in the century,^ regarding them as a 
miserable set for the most part, bent on plunder and 
other malcfeasances. 

Thé jjlaii jji'opesed wasthe creation of intendencias in 
Mexico, Puebla, Vera Cruz, Yucatan, Oajaca, Valla-
dolid, Guanajuato, San Luis Potosí, Nueva Galicia, 
Durango, Sonora, and Sinaloa, New Mexico, and the 
Californias, with a gobernador intendente at the head 
of eacli, charged w ith the four important branches of 
the jjublic service, namcly, government and police, 
justice, treasury, and war. Lxeejjting those of Mexico, 
A era Cruz, Yucatan,and Sonora,they were to have also 
the jjatronato real.*' Viceroy Bucareli could not see the 
advantage of these intendentes, with so many and 
enlarged jjowers, feeling certain that they never could 
efíiciently jjcrform their manifold duties, owdng mainly 
to tlie diftîculty in procuring competent subordinates 
for the sub-districts of the vast extent of territory 
assigned to each intendencia. H e preferred to see 
reforms introduced more slowly. 

The scheme seems to have lain dormantt i l l toward 
the end of 1786, when by a royal ordinance counter-
signed by José de Galvez, as ministro univers(d de 
Ii Jias, New Spain, including Yucatan and Nueva 
Galicia, was divided into tw^elve intendencias, namely, 
one intendencia general for the jjrovince of Mexico, 
and the intendencias of Guadalajara, Zacatecas, Du-
rango, Sonora, Puebla, Vera Cruz, Mérida, Oajaca, Va-
Iladolid, Guanajuato, aiid San Luis Potosí, taking the 
names of their capitals, and each having at its head 
a gobernador intendente. The head towns and resi-
dences of such oflficers vvere made the seats of corregi-
mientos, a rank tliat several of them had not before. 
Under this ordinance the alcaldes mayores were dis-

*He pithily said of them, 'desde el ingreso de su empleo faltan á Dios, en 
el juramento que quiebran; al rey, en los repartimientos que hacen; y al co-
mun de los naturales, en la fonna con que los tiranizan.' Linares, Instruc, 
MS., 1.3, 

^Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ulf., iu, 371-87; Lntendentes, Real Ord., 410; Belería, 
Rc'cjp., u, 86; Villarroel, Justa liepulsa, MS., 2; Rivera, Goh. JIcx., i. 428. 
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continued, and subdelegados, alcaldes ordinarios, and 
asesores wcre created; the last named must needs be 
leained in the law, actinu: as leofal advisers (ff their 
chiefs iii all matter.s, and as jueces letrados. This jjlan 
was considered by tlie sujjreme government as the 
best adapted to tbe condition of Ameriea, combining 
unity and centralization of authority, with dejjendence 
of eacli oflficial upon a higlier one tiU the Iiighest was 
rcaclied, namel}', tbe vicert^y or captain-general, who 
vvith the audiencia had aiiij)le sujjcrior authority for 
all cases of justiee', goveriiment, ai l war; while tlie 
sujjcrintendente de haeienda, witli liis junta stiperioi', 
amjjly provided for all fistal exigencies. 

B u t the sy.stem involved innovations of a radieal 
character, such as could but meet with disaj)j)robation 
among a large class. Every onc took a diftereiit vievv 
of the matter, aecording to his convictions, j)reju-
dices, or interests. Indeed, few thought vvell of the 
change, and some even foretold a comjjlete subver-
sion of Nevv Spain if the ordcnanza dc infcndcncias 
wcre actually jjut iii practiee.'' This was done, liovv-

' The interference with tlie viceroy's powers was one of the objectionahle 
points, Since the eiiactment of the law of Dccember 15, l.'')S,S, conlirmed hy 
Felipe I I I . Ju ly 19, 1614, the viceroy's authority or functions I ul i ciuaiued 
untouched; ancî iiow, it was claimcd, tlie regtilation virttially lowcrcd him to 
a merc proviiicial governor and captain-gcneral; in political affairs he was re-
duced to littleauore than aii alculde ordinario, and cvcn mtich of his militury 
authority was curtailed aud traiisferred to tlie iuteudcutes, As for tlie aî Í-
miuistration of justicc aiid of the liuances, it was takeu a\\ ay from him alto-
getlier, Theabolition of the alcaldes mayores to be reiilaced hy subdelegados, 
aleuldes ordinarios, and asesores was looked upon us a deliberate blow struck 
at the administration of justice and police hy diverting thcse two branches 
from tlic old chanUels. Recop. Intl,, i. 543-4; ]"illarroeI,Justa liijittisu, 33-7, 
4-2-S, 76-7. 

In the Eti/'cr,nciladcs polificas (jue j tdccr la Ca/.'dul de c.sfa Xttcrn E.ipa,~i<i 
en casi foili'S los Cucrpos dr que sc compone, ]\Iex. 1785-7, ]M,S., 4to, 4 vols., tlie 
author, Hipolito ViUarroel, gives a re\iew of tlie administrative system of 
New .Spuin in all its branches, pointing out alleged defeets, and suggcsting 
remedies, The corriipt condition of the governmeut in tlie capital, and the 
coiisci^ucnt degener;ito morals of its inhabitants, occupy mticli of his atteii-
tion, ,Sume facts are also given in regard to tlie condition of the Indians 
witliiu and without the capital, and on the character, manners and custonis, 
and laee mixtures of the inhabitants. Tlie workings of the courts of jiistiee, 
particiilarly tliose of the tribunal de la acordada, and tribunal de miner t, 
luw s for the suppressiou of intemperance and gambling, and the state of coiii-
nierce, manufactures, and agriculturc, are made to appcar. Volumes i. aiicl 
iii. entitled as ahuve are divided into five parts. They were puhlisiied, 
with a few uuimportant veibal ehunges hy Cárlos M. Bustamante, iinder the 
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ever, to the great chagrin of cavillers. Early in 1787 
arrived in New Spain several of the intendentes ap-
pointed for the provinces. A royal order of October 
25, 1787, required such ofiScials to produce their com-
missions to the viceroy, who would endorse them, 
jjlace the apjjointees in oflfice, and notify the audiencia 
of the fact. The intendentes had to apprise the vice-
roy of the persons appointed by them as subdelegados, 
and this was also made known to the audiencia of 
]\Iexico.^ Like all radical measures in government, 
the jjresent one did not work ŵ cU at first. After three 
yeai's' exj^eiieiice tlie nevv system was found defective 
in many j)oints, and loud were the laments and pre-
dictions of calamitv-^ Some trifling changes had been 
effected, one of wliich was tha t of annexing the super-
intendencia general to the viceregal oflSce. Many 
of the other intendencias had been filled with men of 
ability and integrity, but of little or no administrative 
exjjerience, and entirely ignorant of the country's 
jjcculiar needs. This was a scrious mistake which 
eaused tlie many defects of the system to be still more 
'î'larino:. Constant suofo'estions were made to the kino^ 
O O Í D O O 

for reforms, but they all remained unheeded.-^^ The 
title of JIcxico jior Dentro y Fuera, bajo el gobienio de los vireyes, tí sea 
Eiifrrinrdu.J's iJoHfirus, etc, Mex,, I83I, 8vo, 183, Vol. iv., bearing the title 
of Jiis'u lirpidsa dei linjlamento de Int' ndeucias, given as an appendix to the 
furcguing work, is tuken up chicfly with strietiircs on that ordinance, These 
maiiuscripts are prohubly oiiginal, and the signatures of ViUarroel appended 
to them with a rtíbrica, in his owu handwriting. Bustamante, iu a criticism 
of the work in No. 24 of his periodical Lu. \'oz de la Patr'ia, speaks of the 
author as one w ho had a thorough knowledge of the state of Ncw Spain, and 
of his belief that Viceroy Rcvilla Gigedo had it before hiin when lie formed 
his wise iustructious for his successors; adding likewise that many of the re-
furnis tliere recommended by ViUarroel weie from time to timc adopted. 

^lnteudentcs rcsiding withiu the district of the aiidiencia of Guadalajara, 
had to iiutify it of thc appointed subdclegados. iNIarch 21, 1793, the king or-
dained that such intendentcs should take the oíBcial oatli before thatcourt . 
(Jn/ntcs de lu (Jon.nu, MS., L 5-6; Cétlulario, MS,, iii, 10-11. Antoneli inSoc 
JIcx. C'i'og., Bohtitt, -2a ep., ii. 338. 

^ The iieees,.5Íty of amencUng some of the articles of the regulation and 
suppressing others had been represented to the crown, Fiores, Instruc 15-18, 
in Linares, In^frur., M,S. 

'" Viceroy Revilla Gigedo recomraended that some of the intendencias, such 
as Guadalajara, Vera Cruz, and Yucatan, should be intmsted to miUtaryof-
ficers of high rank, likcmariscalesde campo and brigadiers; others tocolonels; 
and the i est niight be placed in charge of civilians, He also suggested the 
creation of one intendencia for the four eastem provincias internas, one for 
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intendencia of Guadalajara, one of the most impor-
tant, that city being the seat of an audiencia, aii 
episcopal see, and a university, was placed in charge 
of a high military ofiScer," the brigadier Jacobo de 
Ugarte y Loyola, who on the 14th of March, 1791, 
assumed the duties of his oflSces.̂ ^ Another exten-
sive intendencia was that of Vera Cruz^^ with a length 
of two hundred and ten Iea2:ues, and a width of from 

O ' 

twenty-five to thirty leagues. 
In 1804, and from that time to the end of the Span-

ish domination, the country vvas divided into twelve 
intendencias, to wit: Soiiora and Sinaloa, Durango, 
Zacatecas, Guadalajara, San Luis Potosí, Guanajuato, 
Valladolid, Mexico, Oajaca, Puebla, Vera Cruz, and 
Mérida; besides the three provinces of New IMexico, 
Antigua California, and Nueva California.^* 

The intendentes, acting in some provinces as gov-
ernors and in others as corregidores, had the ordinary 
royal jurisdiction, subject respectively to the superior 
government and the courts of justice. As regards 
Yucatan there was some difference; the gobernador 
intendente vvas subject to the viceroy, audiencia, and 
superintendente de hacienda of Nevv Spain, in mat-

Chihuahiia, and one for Tabasco; the last to be in charge of a military man, 
Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, MS., 80-110. 

^̂  Tlie intendencia was bounded on the north by Nueva Viscaya, on the 
south by that of Valladolid, on the west by Sonora and the Pacific Ocean, on 
tbe east by Zacatecas and Guanajuato. Descripcion, e t c , in Col. de Diarios, 
e t c , MS. ,24I . 

^^ He called himself comandante general, presidente, gobernardor inten-
dente of the provinces comprised within the kingdom of Nueva Galicia. 
Ugarte y Loyola, Relacion, inSoc JLcx. Geog., Boletin, 2da ep. iii. 307, 314. 

^̂  I t had on tíie east, Yucatan and the gulf of ]\Iexico; ou the west the in-
tendencias of Oajaca, Puebla, and Mcxico; on the north, the colonies of 
Nuevo Santander, later known asTamaulipas. liivera, Ilist. Jalapa, i. 150-1. 

^*The followtng shows the area and population of each intendencia in; 
1803: Sonora and Sinaloa, 19,143 square leagues, pop. 121,400; Duraugo, 
16,873 sq. 1., pop. 159,700; Zacatecas, 2,355 sq. 1., pop. 153,300; Guadala-
jara, 9,612 sq. I., pop. 630,500; San Luis Potosí, 27,821 sq. L, pop, 331,900; 
Guanajuato, 911 sq, L, pop. 517,300; ValladoUd, 3,447 sq, L, pop, 376,400; 
Mexico, 5,927 sq. I,, pop, 1,511,900; Puebla, 2,696 sq, L, pop, 813,300; Vera 
Cruz, 4,141 sq. I., pop. 156,000; Oajaca, 4,447 sq. I., pop, 534,800; Mérida, 
6,977 sq. I., pop. 465,800. Adding the tliree provtnces: New Mexico, 5,709 
sq. L, pop. 40,200; Antigua CaUfomia, 7,295 sq, L, pop. 9,000; Nueva Cali-
fomia, 2,125 sq. 1,, pop. 15,600. Totaís, 118,478 sq, 1,, pop, 5,837,100. 
Humboldt, Versuch, i. no. 3, 14-245; Id., Essai PoIiL, 145-60. 
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ters of government, judiciary, and finances, respec-
tively; but was independent in his military position, 
being clothed with the title of captain-general. The 
expediency of creating the oflSce of intendente corre-
gidor for the province of Mexico was suggested to the 
crown by several viceroys.^^ 

Soon after the king's government learned of the 
death of Viceroy Galvez, it sent out a temporary ap-
pointment to Doctor Alonso Nunez de Haro y Pe-
ralta,^'^ a meniber of the royal council, and archbishop 
of ]Mexico, who thus becaine the fiftieth viceroy.^'' 
The archbishojj was a native of ViIIagarcía, of the 
diocese''of Cuenca in Sjjain, born on the 31st of Octo-
ber 1729, H e began his literary studies in the uni-
versity of Toledo, and finished theni at Bologna, 
where he subsequently was rector of the college of 
San Clemente. Later he became jjrofessor of theol-
ogy, and a doctor of divinity of the last named college, 
and of the university of Ávila. This honor he re-
ceived when only eighteen years of age. Haro was a 
great linguist, having a thorough knovvledge of He-
brevv, Chaldean, Greek, and Latin, and being able to 
converse and write with as much ease and perfection 
iii Italian and French^^ as in his native tono-ue. When 

o 

still very 3'oung he paid a visit to Rome, and Benedict 
X I V . vvas so mucli jjleased with his erudition that 
he specially recommended him to the royal prince 
Luis de Borbon, cardinal-archbishop of Toledo, and 
j)rimate of Spain. In after years Doctor Haro filled 
several high ecclesiastical positions, acquiring an en-
viable reputation for learning and pulpit eloquence, 

^'^ Jlurijuinu, Iiistrtic al Vir. Ifurrigaray, 1803, 'm Instruc Vireyes, 204. 
^^Di<}ii,sirioiirs Varins, 'úi. 43; Alzutc, Gaz., iL 412, iii. 3, I possess his 

autogra]ih signature tn (Jrdciics de ia Corona, MS., v. 4, and in Doc Ecles., 
JIcx., M.S., 110. 7. 

'" There is nothing to explain why the audiencia, without having offended, 
was slighted, The only reasun tliat may be adduced is that the marqués de 
Sonora meaut the appointment of Haro to be a mark of esteem for the high 
honor and consideration he had extended to his nephew, 

^^ Sosa, Ejjiscop. JIcx., 199-200, A distinguished author and theologian. 
Gaz. Jlex. (I800-I), x. 137-8. 



T H E F I F T I E T H VICEROY. 457 

until in 1771 Cárlos I I I . nominated hiin to succeed 
Lorenzana as archbishop of ^lexico. The pope, Clem-
ent X I V . , on issuing his confirmatory bulls, granted 
the nevv appointee more powers, indulgences, and 
favors than any of Iiis predecessors ever had, and the 
congregation de propaganda fide trusted him witli a 
delicate commission. 

The nevv prelate arrived in Vera Cruz the 12th of 
September, 1772; he was consecrated in Puebla on the 
13th, and on the 22d assumed the government of the 
archdiocese, devotingf from tha t time his talents and 
energies to tlie faithful discharge of his dutics, and soon 
winning for himself the respect and love of his flock. 
Ainong the tasks tha t he comjjleted under the king's 
special instructions were the by-Iaws for the foundling-
house in Mexico, which his predecessor had been uii-
able to do. For this and for the monthly j)ension of 
tvvo hundred pesos which he bestowed on tha t estab-
lishment, the king manife.sted his satisfaction. W i t h 
the royal approval he founded in the old novitiate house 
of the Jesui ts in Tepozotlan an ecclesiastic college, 
amply endowing it. The college was in many respects 
superior to any institution of the kind in the mother 
country. 

Dur ing the desolating epidemic of 1779 he seconded 
the viceroy in every way, making most generous jjro-
vision for the indigent sick; and while the scourge 
lasted, one year and four months, he supported at his 
own cost a well provided hospital with 400 beds.-̂ '̂  

''•'At the end of tliat calaraity Haro resolved to make the hospital, named 
San Andrés, a permanent establishment, aud between Sept, 26, 1784, and 
Feb, 10, 1790, he expended upon it nearly $460,000 without a^king any aid. 
The same large-heartcd philanthropy was again shown by liim during the 
small-pox epidemic of 1797, as president of the chief board of charity; he 
then gave •'Sl2,t00 to the ahove nained hospital, and ,$12,000 more for t'ic in-
digent that could not go to it. He specially rewarded priests who becarae 
prominent in affording spiritual and material relief to tlie sick poor. To his 
activity and pious zeal was due the rapid constmction of the new convent 
of Capuchin nuns in the town of Guadalupe with every improvemeut aud 
convenience for children and their teachers. To that work Haro contrihuted 
upwards of $46,000 in four years, besides liberally giving toward its support 
till his death, Sosa, Episcop. JL'x.,201. This autlior refers for liis iuforma-
tion to Flores, Resúmen hist. de la vida, conducta pastoral y polit'ica oí Arch-
bishop Haro. 
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In 1785 serious injury befell the country from 
heavy frosts. Haro , in conjunction with the conde 
de Galvez, rendered all possible aid, placing at the 
disposal of the curates in the tierra caliente, Huas-
teca, and the Sierra, nearly $100,000 to be distrib-
uted among the ruined agriculturists. The results 
were so satisfactory that the prelate not only won 
the gratitude of those benefited, but also the king's 
warmest commcndations and thanks.^" 

Wi th such a record Haro y Peral ta was certainly 
entitled to the mark of confidence reposed in him in 
being called to the temporary rule over New Spain 
by the ro^'al order of February 25, 1787. H e took 
possession of the oflSce on the 8th of May,^^ and 
held it until the 16th of Augus t of the same year. 
AVithin his short rule he brought to an end all the 
affairs tha t the former viceroy had left pending at his 
death, and likewise all those that from day to day 
w^ere submitted to his consideration for despatch. 
H e forwarded Doctor Sesse's plan of a botanic gar-
den, and resolved the diflScuIt matter of the inten-
dencias, from which much benefit to the native race 
w âs expected. In this he encountered some trouble, 
but managed to calm the excited jjassions of those 
whose interests were injured by the innovation; and 
while the royal behests were fully carried out, the 
dignity of the ruler was also upheld.^^ H e placed 
in I labana and L a Guaira large amounts of money 
for the purchase of negroes from the English dealers. 
H e dcclined to draw his salary. H e discharged the 
viceregal as he had the pastoral duties, with tact and 
uprightness, his fine education and elegant manners 
aiding at all times to enhance the merit of his acts. 

*° A royal order of May 19, 1786, says that the king's heart was filled with 
joy on seeing how munificently his vassals had been succored. He was fully 
satisfied that Haro's appointment to Mexico had been a most judicious one. 

'1 The baton of command was delivered him at the top of the stairs in the 
con-idors of the palacc; thcnce he went to the hall of the real acuerdo, where 
he took the oath of oífice administered by the secretary of the audiencia, Josô 
Mariano ViUaseca, Gaz. de Jléx. (1786-7), iL 354; Gomez, Diarío, 211-13. 

'^^ Panes, l'ir., in JLonum. Dom. Esp., MS,, 130. 
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The king in council, vvishing to reward his eflSciency 
and rcctitude, directed that , after his surrender of the 
viceregal office and its appendages to liis successor, 
there should be continued to him the address of Ex-
celentísimo é Ilustrís nio Senor, and tlie honors of a 
captain-general, the viceroy's guard paying him 
during the rest of his life the saine Iionors as wlien 
he held tlie oflfice of viceroy. And this was done, 
although his suceessor was churlish enougli to mtike 
objection. No t content with that , the kiiig conferred 
on him the grand cross of the royal and di.stinguished 
order of Cárlos I I I . The seat in the royal eouiicd 
must have been given hini at a much carlier date.̂ '"^ 

The archbishop's course and exemjjlary life through-
out his tw^enty-eight ycars of service had made hini 
highly esteemed at court, as was evident in upward 
of one hundred and ten royal cédulas, letters, and 
other writings, from the king's ministers and council, 
which conveyed the approval of some act, and the 
appreciation of his merits.'^ After a ycar's painful 
illness the prelate died on the 26th of May, 1800, at 
the age of seventy years, an event tha t caused tlie 
deepest sorrovv throughout all classes. H e was the 

' ' Among the printed works of that period in which he is mentioned with 
these honors is Xaroschartí, Josefa, Vcrsion jiurifrást'icu. The aichbishop's 
efforts aud large donations were not confined to benevolent, rcligious, and 
educational puiposcs, For the constmction of a dockyard on the Alvarado 
River he gave ,SS0,O00; for the -vvars against France and England, .$100,000 
and $90,000 respectively; for printing the work entitled Fiora Aiiicr'trana, 
$2,000; for a statue of Cárlos IV,, $6,000; besides other considcrahle suras, 
including .S37,(X)0 for enlarging thc archicpiseopal palace, and $24,000 in aicl 
of the poor stricken by small-pox iu 1797. None of the above contributions 
includes the annual and monthly alms he gave, nor his large presents to 
his cathedral church, nor the cost of gold and silver medals that lie causcd 
to be struck and sent to Spain to commeraorate Cárlos IV.'s elevation tu the 
throne, During his episcopacy Haro confirraed in parishes of his archdiocese 
nearly 700,000 pérsons, and ordained 11,197 priests, of whom 6,958 were 
secular and 4,239 regular of the several religious orders, So.'ia, Episcop. JLex., 
203-5, 

'^* Rivera, Gob. Jlex., i. 461; Id., Il'ist, Jalapa, 149; Alaman, D'isert., iii, 
app. 77-8, Bustamante, who was not given to glorifying the men who held 
power during the Spanish domination, does fuU justice to the purity of pur-
pose and valuable services to Mexico of this distinguished man: ' Su memoria 
será suave á la posteridad, excitará sentimientos de justa gratitud y alabanza.' 
Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iiL 193, ' Pastor espiritual, el mas celoso y 
caritativo ejemplo de Padre de todos,' Panes, Vir., in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., 
MS., 55. 
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twenty-fifth archbishop of Mexico, and his funeral 
was marked by the usual pomp. 25 

Ncw Spain during the eighteenth century was vis-
ited by calamities in various forms—epidemics, of 
whieh I have spoken clsewhere, storms and floods,^ 
and last, and yet more destructive and terrorizing. 
earthquakes, tlie severest of which wcre jjrobably 
those exjjcrienccd between the 28th of March and 
the 17th of Ajjril, 1787,^' in the city of Mexico and 

''•^ Del Burrio, Panctjir'ico Oratio; Cándamo, G. G, Sermon de honras; 
(J<i<uus, R., Oracion J'tiitrh,-e; Xuiicz, II1., Rrlac'ton de luj'úit. rcrein. 

^''Iu 1762 tlie city of (^íuutiajuato had a floocl brotight on by hcavy rains, 
which destroyed her best buildiiigs, temples, mines, etc, licalrs Cétlulas, 
!M,S., i, 8, ,Siiu\v fell in !\Iexico—a \'ery rare phenoraeuon—the 2d of Febru-
ary, 1707, doiiig soroe dainage, Alzufr, (Jucetus, ii, 311, An inuiidation in 
(.íuauajuato July 27, 1780, inade it necessary to raise the level of the greater 
part of th;it city, and raany fine edifiees were accorcUngly buried. liomero, 
JIic/i., 1,39. From 15th to 20th Deceraher, 1783, Teutitlau del Valle had 
he;ivy storms of sleet—a strange spectaele for that regiou—which did great 
damu-io among the flocks of sheep and grain-fields. They were foUowed on 
tlie 21st by a tremendoiis raiii, half an hour before which a subterranean 
riimblin'4 was heard whicli filled the people thcieabout with fear, Guz, de 
JI'x. (1784-5), i. 10. 

•^'The lOtíi of Vlareh, 1727, was a fatal day for Oajaca City, wliich was 
visitcd by terrific shocks. Many buiidings weic thrown down, aiid otliers so 
mucli injured that they liad to be demolishcd. The 18th had been fixed for 
puhlic prayers ancl a procession, whcn iii its midst a still more violeut shock 
tlian auy preceding occurred, frightcnhig ancl dispersing the people; fortu-
i itely, there wus no loss of life. Alnjn', IIisl. Ci,:rj). J'su<, iii. 226-7. On 
tlic 4tli of April, I7')S, at about 6:30 iii tlie momin.fr, the city of ]\Iexico had 
a shuck; no record existcd of any prcvious one uf like force, The foun-
t;iins were half emiiti l hy the earth's vihratious, I t lasted over seveu min-
utcs. Not a buildi iu'. hirge or small, but showed the ravages caused by the 
unw elcorae visitor. 'l'lic sliock was also felt in tlie to'wm of Natí\ itad Ixtlala; 
tlie gi'ound u]icnc 1, aud out of tlie fissure, wliich was of about 12 inches in 
w idLÍi, and of gie;it deptli, rushed a stormy wiud for a while. Ah-tdc, Cuc<tus, 
ii. 27-35, 445, 44S. lu Aiv.:ust, 1773, a severe earthquakc so damaged scv-
eral bridgcs iu and about Mexico City tliat guards weie placed to prcvcnt the 
liussacfc uf hideu vchicles. April 21, 1776, the city was ugain scourged iu the 
suine manncr. The archbishop flcd to Guadalupe; tlic viceroy bivouacked in 
liis gaidcii; tlie wealthiest citizens abandoned their liouses, soine sleepingout-
side ,,f the city iii t'neir coachcs, others tn the rauchos of thc suhurhs. The 
pcople gciierally betook thcraselves to pruycr and penitence, The shocks in 
Mexico l;iste,l 20 díiys, aiid in other parts about 50. The havoc to buildings 
everywhere was great. Aeapulco was almost entircly destroycd, IMCU small 
houses were thrown down, and just baek of the town, part of a liiU top slid 
away, E<'-uiitilla, Xoticias Curiosas de Gi tf., 40; Jlas.son, Olia PoJritl i, 90. 
The fcjllowing year, at about I2:hS in thc iiight of the 8th-9th of Octobcr a 
terrific shuck lasting niuety seconds visited Antigua Vera (>uz, very much 
damugiiig the church, -^vhich Iiad not been repaired yet in 1782. Doc Echs. 
JIcx., .MS., i. no, 2, 1-52. Again, in 1784 on the 13th of Junuurx, (iuana-
juato was greatly shaken, The shocks lasted till early in Februury; they 
had been preceded by such terrific subterranean noises that the people, fear-

J 
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other places, and more particularly felt in its effects 
at the port of Acapulco. On the 28th of March, at 
about seventeen minutes past eleven in the morning, 
the capital felt some of the severest shocks tha t cver 
befell tha t city. They lasted nearly six minutes, 
and the vibrations from north to south with some 
inclination to the north-west were so heavy as to 
cause much injury to the buildings. A repetition 
of the shocks occurred at 12:15, sometimes from east 
to west, and at others from north to south. During 
the rest of the day five more took place. 

I n Oajaca City the effects were, if possible, more 
alarming. The first shock was very strong at 11:15; 
the second being no less severe, the endangered citi-
zens rushed to the plaza mayor as a place affording 
some safety. The damage to buildings was at once 
seen. The new and strongly built casas reales showed 
large cracks in the walls, and some of the cornices 
had fallen. The prisoners in the jail, some two hun-
dred and twenty, implored removal, which was at-
tended to with the requisite precautions. Measures 
were promptly taken by the authorities for the pro-
tection of life and property, and to avoid unnecessary 
confusion. Dur ing the whole of tha t day and the 
29th the quaking of the earth ceased only at .short 
intervals. I t continued with increasing force on the 
30th till 11:30 in the morning, when it stopped, but 
only to begin anew more severely at four in the after-
noon. A more tremendous shock than the first one 
of the 28th took place at 11 o'clock tha t night, and 

ing that a volcano was on the point of breaking out, fled in confusion, leavtng 
most of their valuables behind, AII the efíbrts of the authorities, both civil 
and ecclesiastic, to check the exodus were uuavaUing, and finally, 200 men 
were put imder arms to keep the inhabitants in, AÎter a month the noise 
ceaseci; it had been like that of a hea\"y wagon on a gravel road, terminating 
in a loud detonation. Then the self-exiled retumed to their homes to sufl'er 
from want of food, which traders had feared to bring. Some supposed the 
noise to havc been (^aused by large rocks that disengaged themselves from 
somt mountain-top near by. Gaz. de JL'X. (1784-5), i, 15, 16, 18-19, 27; Jlnr-
tiitez. Scrmon de Gracias, 1-23; lionicro, Jlich., 168-9; D'icc Univ. IIisL 
Geog., iu. 720-1; Zamacois, fíist. JIcJ., v. 641-2. On the 26th of Ju ly of the 
samc year, in the city of Mexico was felt a strong vibration, Alzate, Gacetas, 
iv. 3.U. 
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injured still more the casas reales and other edificcL 
This dreadful state of things continued till daybreaii 
on the 31st, when only a shght motion was felt. I L 
the afternoon at five o'clock, after a violent hurricane, 
there fell a heavy rain. A rumor vvas circulated that 
the San Felipe hill, distant about three miles from 
the city, and supposed to be filled with water, had 
burst open, and so great was the terror vvhich seized 
tb.e people, tha t they fled in the direction of othcr 
hills. I t was only with much diflScuIty that the au-
thorities convinced them of their mistake and induced 
them to return. The motion of the earth ceased 

i: =-1 ' A " 

OAJACA. 

on the 3d of April , when opjjortunity was offered to 
insj)eet the dainages. Besides the royal houses, the 
cathedral, the convcnts of La Merced and San Fran-
cisco, and mau}' other fine buildings had greatly suf-
fered. Nearly all the families had sought shelter 
under tents raised by them in the plazas and open 
fields near the city. Fortunately there were no cas-
uallies, and, tlianks to the timely measures adopted, 
no scarcity of food, or robberies.^^ 

** The audiencia, then goveraing the kingdom, and the local authorities at 
the re.-peetive places had piuvers made to heaven for mercy and the cessav.ion 
of thescuurL'c. Cuz. dc J/c.r." (1786-7), u, 327-31; Alegre, IIisL Comp. Jesus, 
ui. 226; Curriedo, Estudios IIi<t., ii. 107. 
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From Acapulco the commander of the fort reported 
a strange action of the sea, which receded and then 
advanced, without forming high waves, at mid-day; 
after two o'clock, it would recede ten feet in four 
minutes, and rise again the same distance in six 
minutes. Over one hundred yards of beach were left 
bare each time the waters retired. A t four in the 
afternoon the sea rose twelve feet, overflowing the 

MlCHOACAN AND GUERRERO. 

pier and some houses. The royal treasure was re-
moved to the hospital, and the merchants removed 
their goods for safety. This alarming action of the 
ocean lasted twenty-four hours, the agitation of the 
waters becoming less and less after five o'clock. A 
large quantity of live-stock w âs carried off by the sea. 
The earthquakes with their consequent damages were 
also experienced in Teutitlan del Valle. In Vera Cruz, 
Chilapa, and many other jjlaces the people vvere sub-
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jectcd to the sanie alarms, but no serious damage 
seems to have been done to property. 

Imaginary aflflictions were not wanting. A briHiant 
meteor was observed about seven o'clock in the even-
ing of the 24th of January, 1678, running from west 
to east, and made the city lights look pale and sickly; 
it disappeared after jjassing the meridian, previous to 
which it threvv out sparks of a red color similar to 
those of a rocket. No report was heard in Mexico, 
but the jjcojjle of Tacubaya and other jjlaces asserted 
tha t they had clearly heard it, and felt much alarmed. 
Between seven and eight in the evening of November 
14, 1789,^an aurora borealis was seen, which covered 
a largc j)ortion of the hemisphere on the north side. 
Surely the end of all things was at hand. The heav-
enly tíre attained its greatest intensity an hour later, 
when red and yellow^ light glared threateningly. In 
yet another hour it had disappeared, leaving New 
SjDain unscorched. 

The fifty-first viceroy, Manuel Antonio Florez,^*' 
was a lieutenant-general, or vice-admiral of the royal 
navy, a knight of the order of Calatrava, and com-
mander of Molinos aiid Laofuna-rota of the same order. 
H e arrived at Vera Cruz on the line of battle ship 
San Julian, after a voyage of fifty-six days, on the 
18th of July, 1787, bringing his family, one of whom 
was Lieutenant-colonel Joseph Florez, who had the 
ajjj)ointment of castellano, or commandant of the fort 
at Acapulco. 31 

"^^ Ahute, Gacetas, i. 231-4; iv. 445; Gaz. de JléJ. (1788-9), uL 43-2-3; 
Puiits, \'ir., in Jlonum. Do,n. Esp., MS,, 140, 

^'^The list of liis namcs as appearing at the head of all his edicts, were, 
bcsides tlie above, Maldonado^lurtinez de Angulo y Bodquin. I posscss se\-
eral of the ,id,ri''(Ls or scruUs tliat he usually added to his signature, During 
his rulc the king, to relieve him of much labor, allowed that he should aflSx 
only his lucili t fni t, that is tosay, hisfirst surname with thescroU, topublio 
documents tliat were neither warrants nor ordcrs in any way involvtng pay-
ment of moneys out of the royal treasury, nor original despatches to the sov-
ereign, his ministers or council, Disposiciones Varias,i. 65, ii. I I , Cédulario, 
MS., i. 154. 

' 'Th i s ofl cer resigned that comraand after a while, He married in Mex-
ico a lady of the Teran family. In later years he becaroe conde de Casa-
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The tidings of the viceroy's arrival at the port 
reached the capital on the 21st. On the 14th of 
Augus t the real acuerdo paid its last oflScial visit to 
Archbishop Haro , as viceroy. The latter on the 16th 
surrendered the baton to his successor at the town of 
San Cristébal de Ecatepec, where, as well as in Gua-
dalupe, the incoming viceroy was splendidly enter-
tained. On the I7 th he entered the city of Mexieo 
amid salvos of artillerv and the enthusiastic, hear tv 
greeting of the people, the troops lining both sides 
of the procession.^^ H e proceeded direct to the 
council chamber, where, his "three commissions as vice-
roy-governor, president of the audiencia, and captain-
general having been read, the oath of oífice w âs 
solemnly administered to him. The rest of that dav 
and night and the two following ones were sjjent in 
receiving and returning visits of ceremony, in at tend-
ing banquets, and general amusement.^^ 

On the 21st the late viceroy was closeted in con-
sultation on public affairs wdth Florez nearly three 
hours. The business of tlie ministerio general de 
Indias havino- become in 1787 cxtensive and com-
plicated, the king resolved to divide it, jdacing judicial 
and ecclesiastic affairs in charge of one department, 
and the military and financial together vvith commcrce 
and navigation in tha t of another; a secretary of state 
presiding over each of the departments. Viceroy 
Florez had filled the same position in Santa F é de 
Bogotá, and w âs therefore familiar with its powers and 
duties; but in Mexico he found a complete change in 
the system of administration, owing to the establish-
ment of the intendencias and the creation of a super-
intendente delegado de hacienda in the person of 
Fernando Mangino, former chief of the mint, by 

Florez, viceroy of Buenos Aires, and ambassador at the French court, From 
him descended one of the first families of Mexico. Alaman, DiserL, iii. app. 
79. 

'* He aUowed the halberdiers who rode by the side of his coach to go with 
out their halberds, only with sword in hand, This was a favor. Gomez, Dia— 
rh, 278-80. 

'^Gaz. deJIex. (1786-7), iL 397-8. 
HiBT. MEX,, 'V'OL, III , 30 
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which the viceregal functions had been very much 
curtailed, in fact, reduced to but little else than pre-
siding over the audiencia, and directing military 
matters. Wi thou t complaint, however, lie devoted his 
attention to this latter branch of the royal service. 
mtroducing many improvements, and employing the 
forces to the best advantagfc. 

After the death of the once jjowerful José de Gal-
vez, marqués de Sonora, the policy of the king's 
government underw^ent a change. The superinten-
dency of the exchequer was again given to the vice-
r(jy,^^ and ]\[angino vvas called to the royal council. 
The crown, heeding tlie clamor from the frontier pro-
vinces and the viceroy's urgent advice, einpowered 
him to wage a relentless war upon the wild tribes. 
Florez, accordingly, in 1788 and 1789 made constant 
warfare against the Apaches, Lipans, and Mescaleros 
until they vvere subdued, the peace lasting for many 
years,^^ The viceroy promoted the ofificers who had 
rendered eflficient service in the campaign, not for- ' J j, 
o-ettingf the rank and file, to whom deserved rewards 
O Ô  ' 

were given. H e was now compelled to look after the 
exjjeditions sent to the Pacific by the English and 
Americans, and to watch the Russians in Califor-
nia, H e gave strict orders to the governor of this 
province, the commandants at San Blas and Acapulco, 
and the other local authorities on the Pacific, and re-
quested the president of Guatemala to arrest, if possi-
ble, all such exploring ships and their crews as came 
within their respective jurisdictions. During this 
rule two exploring expeditions vvere despatched from 
San Blas to the Northwest Coast. FuU details on 
tliese matters are given in other parts of this history. 
Florez did not confine himself to war; he favored 
letters, and was a friend to the scientific and literary 
men of Mexico. H e endeavored to carry out the 

^* Flores, n.striic,,inInstrucciones Vir., 119, 
^^Real Orden, March II, 1788, in Jlayer's M.SS., no. 1; Escudero, NoL 

Sott., 71; Bustamante, Sujilcn., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 82. 
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prriject of creating a botanic garden, together with 
an inslitute íur lectures, a library, e t c , but the heavy 
exj)enditure tha t must be incurred checked these 
enterprises. 

A t this time the treasury had much trouble in 
meeting the outflow resulting from various causes 
beyond ..^lorez' coiitrol. In 1787 the revenue had 
(lccreased eonsiderably, and left a deficit of nearl}^ one 
million dollars, thouofh Florez had remitted tcn mill-
ions. Being unable to finish the palace of Chajjulte-
pec he recommended tha t it should be sold, or tha t 
the surjjlus from the liquor revenue should be apjjlied 
to its comjjlotion, The old jjalace at the foot of the hill 
was iiow a mass of ruins. The health of the viceroy 
had been bad during the most of the time of his ad-
ministration. H e suffered from hyjjochondria, vvhich 
restricted his efforts.̂ ® Consequently, on the 26th of 
Sejjtember, 1788, he jjctitioned the king to relieve 
hiin of his oflBce and permit his return to Spain. 
This was granted in a royal order of February 22, 
1789, with the condition that he should remain in 
Mexico till his successor arrived.^' The crown, hovv-
ever, in order to show^ its ajjpreciation of Florez' 
services in Mexico, relieved him from the usual 
residencia, and directed tha t six months' jjay of a 
viceroy should be placed at his disposal from the 
royal treasury, to take him back to Sjoain.^^ H e ac-
cordingly left Mexico on the 5th of October for Gua-
dalupe, refusing the honors paid to viceroys on such 
occasions,^^ After delivering the coir.^itand to his 
siieeessor, on the 19th he started for Vera Cruz, re-
maining in Jalapa till November, Avhen he embarked 
for Spain on the ship of the line San Roman. 

'"̂  Panes, !'<;•,, in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., MS., 56. 
'̂ Alaman believes that his son's marriage into a family permanently set-

tled in Mexico, contributed not a little to the prorapt acceptance of the resig-
natiou; the policy of the govemment being opposed to high ofl&cials or their 
immediate connections relating themselves so closely with permanent settlers 
in the country where they held oflSce. 

^^Ôrdenes de la Corotta, MS., iiL 82, 
^^ Gomez, Diario, 3'26-7. 
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The death of Cárlos I I I . , which occurred the 
14th of December, 1788, was oflftcially announced in 
Mexico the 23d of March in the following year. The 
viceroy, as well as the ayuntamiento, calling itself 
"cabildo, justicia y regimiento de esta imperial corte. 
cabeza de todos los Reinos y Provincias de la Nueva 
EsjJana," on the same day directed solemn obsequies, 
and public prayers for the soul of the deceased mon-
arch; all citizens and dvvellers in the country except-
ing dejjcndants, servants, and Indians, were to wear 
mourning, jjrovided at their own expense, during 
six months, The Indians were exempted on account 
of jjoverty, and left to use such signs of sorrow as they 
wdshed, or their small means allowed.^'' The prelim-
inary ceremonies took jjlace at 9.30 in the morning of 
the same day and of the next at the cathedral, followed 
by others at the jjarish and conventual churches, till 
9 o'clock in the night of the 24th. Immediately after 
the announcement of the death, five guns were fired, 
follow^ed by oiie every fifteen minutes. The balconies 
of the government and other principal buildings were 
dressed with damask, its brio-ht color beino' relieved 

' o o 

by black crape. The 26th and 27th of May were fixed 
b}^ the viceroy, audiencia, and archbishop for the 
obsequies. These vvere held with the greatest possi-
ble magnificence, the archbishop oflBciating, and the 
viceroy and other authorities of all ranks attending 
them, the military also taking a prominent part. The 
ceremonies were repeated with much solemnity at the 
Santo Domingo convent in Mexico, and at all the chief 
cities and towns in the country.*^ 

Soon after the death of Cárlos I I I . his son Cárlos 
I V . ascended the throne, having been duly recognized 
as the rightful successor. Viceroy Florez had been 

*" Disposiciones Varias, i. 66; Ordenes de laCorona, MS,, ui. 79-80. 
*^Gaz. de Méx. (1788-9), ui. 278-9, 302-3, 324-5; Reales Exequias en la 

Sta Catedrai, 1-13, and i.-xxxiv. 1-29; Cárlos III., Reaks Exequias, May 
26-7, 1789; Gârlos III., Reaks Ex. en Guadalajara; Gárlos III., Reales Ex. 
en Puebla. 
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duly apprised of this fact on the 23d of December 
1788, the king manifesting a wish tha t the expenses 
to be incurred at the festivities to celebrate his acces-
sion should be moderate, so as to relieve his faithful 
vassals from unnecessary burdens. The proclamation 
of the new king was first oflScially made in Mexico 
on the 27th of December 1789,'' and on the 23d of 
January 1790 the intendente-corregidor jjublished an 
edict to notify the people of the capital tha t from the 
25th to the 28th of January, and froin the Ist to the 
7th of February feasts vvere to be held. The jjro-
gramme included high mass and other religious rites, 
swearing allegiance to the sovereign, banquets, balls, 
public illuminations, firevvorks, bull fights, and tourna-
ments. Befittiní>- literary exercises were held at the 

O .,' 

university. 
The ceremonies of recognition, and the consequent 

festivities, were repeated in all the large towns, and 
the people everywhere gave themselves ujj to rejoic-
ing.*' Several other times during the* century had 
the people of Mexico an ojjportunity to make mani-
fest their loyalty to the crown. In 1789 and 1791, 
upon the birth of princesses, and in 1796 on the oc-
currence of the royal marriages, te deums, salutes, and 
amusements were in order.'* 

" A r o y a l order of Septeraber 18, 1789, reduced the number of occasion^ 
that the audiencia was boiind to attend church feasts and other ceremonies. 
I t also reiterated the royal order of !March 14, 1785, forbiddtng the second entry 
by viceroys, Ordenes de la Coro,ia, MiS., iii, 85-6, 

*^Gaz. de JIcx. (I790-I), iv, 18-19, 20, 30, 33-4, 36-8, 41-43; Univ. de 
JIcx., Obras de eloqiiencia, several pages; Pluncartc, J., Sermon de Gruci'ts, 
1-26; Cái'Ios IV., Breve Rcl. de lus Func, 1-17, and a cut; Pei'luelns, P. Ser-
mon, 1-14; Limon, Ildef. Gomez, Scrmon, 1-30, Registro Yucutero, ii, 213-19, 
gives from an unpublished manuscript an account of the feasts that took 
place the 2Ist, 22d, and 23d of April, 1790, in Campeche. 

** Reviila Gigedo, Bandos, nos. 3, 4, anci 47. In 1796 the king granted a 
general pardon to ail rainor offenders against the laws. Cedulario, MS., i. 204. 
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DITION OF THE C A P I T A L — R E F O R M S M A D E B T T H E V I C E R O Y — A P P E A R -

ANCE OF THE CITY IN 1800—PROMINENT BUILDINGS—AND OTHEB 

OBJECTS OF NOTE—NuESTRA SENORA DE LOS REMEDIOS—ARR VAL OP 

REVILLA GIGEDO—CRIMF.S AND QUICK JUSTICE—MiLiTARY REFORMS— 
I N D I A N D I S T C R B A N C E S — T H E V I C E R O Y ' S L E T T E R - B O X — F O R M A T I O N OP 

OFFICIAL ARCHIVES—INTENDENCIAS—EFFECT OF THE FRENCH REVOLU-

TION ON N E W SPAIN—RECALL OF THE VICEROY—UNJUST PERSECU-

T I O N — H l S F lNAL VlNDICATION. 

AccoRDiXG to a census taken in 1790, by order of 
Viceroy ReviIIa Gigedo the younger, the population 
of the intendencia of Mexico "then exceeded 1,500,000, 
and that of the capital was little short of 113,000;^ 
and yet it is probable that the latter estimate was 
little more than one third of the number of inhabi-
tants that jjcopled Tenochtitlan immediately before 

^112,926, accordtng to the tabular stateraeut of this census iu Gaceta 
Mex., V, 8, I t was considered, however, that this count fell short by about 
one sixth. Humboldt, basing his calcuiation on this census, estimates the 
iopulation at the beginning of this century at 137,000. Of these 2,500 were 
íuropeans, 65,0()0 ,Spanish creoles, 33,000 native Indians, 26,500 mestizos, 

and 10,000 mulattues. I t is probable that this estimate is not too high, 
though the population of the city was fluctuating, being influenced by floods, 
political disturbanees, and other causes. Moreover, at certain times the 
capital would be overrun with vagrants, while at others it would be almost 
free from thein. Consult Humboldt, Tah. Estt l., iNIS., 7-40; /(/ . , Essai PoL, 
i. 194-8; CaitctJtula, liu'tna, 73-7; Guia de Fontstcros, 1707, 197-8; Z'ú,li'.j". 
y (J., CcdnuL, 149-50; JLx., Xot. Ciud., 178-80; Gtterra, liev. de N. Esp., 
i. 31, 335; Abeja, Pohlana, 75; Ortiz, Jlex. Lnd. Libre, 79-80; Mex.^ Ord. 
Division, passim; Soc. Jlex. (Jeog., BoL, ii, 8, Russell, Ilist. Amer., i, 389 
(London, 1778), places the population at 80,000. 

(470) 
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the conquest. I t is, of course, imjjossible to giv^e the 
population of the ancient capital with any approach 
to accuracy; and, apart from the records of the chron-
iclers, we can but draw^ our conclusions from the 
number of warriors whom Cuitlahuatzin and Quauh-
temotzin arrayed against the Spaniards and their 
allies, from the remains of walls and buildings, and 
from vvhat we can ascertain of the circumference of 
the city.'^ 

From the 4th of Ju ly 1523, on which date, it will 
be remembered, a coat of arms w âs presented to the 
cajjital of New Spain in consideration of its being 
'* tan insiofue y noble,"^ until the close of the eio-ht-

O -y ' o 

eenth century the grow^th in population had not been 
remarkable. Corttís in a letter dated October 15, 
1524,^ intimates, as we have seen, tha t there vvere 
then 30,000 vecinos, although this number doubtless 
included mau}^ non-residents, while Gomara, who 
wrote about the middle of the sixteenth century, 
makes mention of two thousand Spanish settlers alone,^ 
and Torquemada, who describes events that occurred 
thir ty years later, places the number of Spanish house-
holds as high as seven thousand, and of native 
families at eisfht thousand. Allovvinof for exao-o-era-

o o o o 

tion, it must be said, therefore, tha t the progress of 
the metroj)olis in this particular vvas much smaller 
than tha t of many of the old-world capitals during a 
similar period, and far less than has been made with-
in two or three decades by many cities on this conti-
nent. 

I t requires no slight exercise of faith to believe 
tha t the modern capital vvhich is now distant about a 
league from the shore of the lake, was built on the 

' As already stated in my Native Races, ii. 560-61, the number of houses 
is variously given a t frora 30,000 in Ayalon to 120,000 in Torquemada; and 
according to the most reliable estimates the population may be set down a t 
about 300,000. 

' See Hist. Jlex., ii. 17, this series. A description of the foundation and 
early growth of the city is given in the opening chapter of that volume. 

* Cartas, 309. 
^Hist. Jlex., 236. 
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site '* wdiere," as Humboldt says, " stood old Tenoch-
tit lan, with its numerous teocallis, vvhich rose toward 
t h e sky like minarets, surrounded by vvater and cause-
ways, built upon islands covered with vegetation, and 
with the constant movement of thousands of boats 
oii the surface of the lake." The inain cause that 
contributed to dry up the lakes round the city, is the 
drainage w^ork of Huehuetoca, of w^hich mention has 
been made in its jjlace.'' The destruction of the for-
ests in the valley of Mexico, occasioned by the vast 
consumption of lumber needed to rebuild the city 
íuid for other jjurposes, of course helped to cause a 
shrinkao-e in the volume of water. 

O 

Chapultepec, a historic spot in Aztec as well as 
New Spain history,'' alone retained its former beauty. 
After the conquest the Spanish commander stationed 
there a small garrison of Tlascaltecs, and from that 
t ime it became a favorite place of resort for the Span-
iards, as it had formerly been of the Mexican em-
perors.^ Viceroy Luis Velasco dedicated " to his 
sovereign this forest, beautiful place for public recrea-
tion," and jjlaced there two greyhounds tha t had been 
brought from Spain by Archbishop Montúfar. These 
multiplied so rapidly tha t the sjjccies after some years 
became quite common throughout New Spain, 

The viceroy Galvez chose the heiglits of Chajjulte-
pec on whicli to build a palace for himself and his suc-
cessors,^ The de.sign of the structure was somewhat 
reinarkable. The side facing Mexico was fortified 
with walls and buttresses cajjable of supporting can-
non, though built as though merely for architectural 

*Page 7 et seq., this vol, 
' See Xai'tve Races, ii, 166-7; Ui, 298; iv. 502; v, 295-7, 321-4, 330-1, 340. 
*The palace which tlio Moutezumas built there was used as a powder fac-

-tory, and wasblown up in I7S4, with the loss of forty-seven lives. See Galvan, 
<Ccdendario, 1838; Mcx. (Ja'-rfa, Dec, I, 1784, supl,; Cavo, Tres Siglos, iu, 54; 
Ilumboldt, Ess'ti Pol. (tom. ii, lib, iii, cap. viiL, German ed.) On June 5, 
1728, the city council issued a license to Juan Diaz del Real, to establish there 
a liouse to furaish refreshments to visitors who ' fueran á holgar, pan é vino 
«'• otros mantenimieutos.' Icazbcdceta, Notas, in Scdazar, Jlex. en 1554, 256-7. 

' The crown disapproved of the enormous expense, but too late. Reakê 
C'édulas, MS., 105-6. 
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adornment. On the north were ditches and wide 
souterrains large enough to contain stores for several 
months.^° When Galvez was wrongfully suspected 
of treason, it was thought tha t the palace was in-
tended to serve him as a last retreat and place of 
defence, should European troops be sent against him. 
The structure remained unfinished until devoted to 
other uses after the independence, and its beauty was 
marred by the addition of an astronomical observa-
tory. From this point is obtained a fine view of the 
valley, and of the city of Mexico wdth its towering 
spires and prominent structures encircled with gar-
dens, orchards, countrv villas, and shaded causeways.^^ 

A t the time of ReviIIa Gigedo's arrival as viceroy 
of Nevv Spain in 1789, the capital appears to have 
been in a demoralized condition morally and socially. 
" I t had been converted," says Bustamante, " into a 
recejjtacle for immoral persons, coming from all parts 
of the country, and hiding with greater securitv in the 
capital than thieves in their forest haunts and dens; 
they act with impunity knowing tha t there is no police 
to interfere with their conduct." And in no very ftat-
tering language this writer laments that the city was 
not the capital of a ftourishing empire, but " a cess-
pool, filthy and pestiferous, vvith its centre in the 
principal square." 

Indeed, this plaza presented a singular appearance. 
Notwithstanding the orders issued after the riot of 
1692, its surface was covered with booths and stands 
of every description and filled with half-naked huck-
sters. The gallows and the pillory occupied a promi-
nent place in front of the viceregal palace to the 
right, and the execution of criminals could be vvit-
nessed by many thousands of spectators. A column, 
poorly constructed and crowned by a statue of Fer-

^ofíumboIdL Essai PoL, i. 202. 
^̂  More particulars concerning Chapultepec may be foimd in Revilla Gigedo, 

Residencia, MS,, 374-85; Panes, ]'ircycs, MS,, 128; Jlendoza, Carta, in. Flo-
rida, Coi. Doc, l;!7; J'ernaux-Comj ,sér. ii. tom, v. 273; Dicc Uiiiv., ix, 31 -
5, 385; Viugrro Unic, xxvi. 190 et seq. 
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nando V I . rose in the centre of the square, and on one 
side vvas the graveyard of the cathedral. The interior 
of the viceregal palace, which was never closed, was 
also filled with hucksters' booths, and along the sides 
of its vvalls ftowed the drainage canal wdiich received 
the offal of the city. The police .system was in keep-
ing with the condition of the plaza; thei^ were no 
watchmen or guardians of the peace, nor any other 
means to assure safety than the occasional few^ patrols 
of alcaldes or citizens; there were no street liofhts, 

• . O ' 

and at night it was necessary to carry torches or 
lanterns; the pavements were neglected, and through 
the iniddle of the streets ran open gutters loaded with 
ftlth. Nevertheless, comparing the condition of the 
capital with tha t of many of the principal European 
cities in the eighteenth century, the contrast is not 
veiy marked. 

Revilla Gigedo comprehended the immediate neces-
sity of reform. H e recognized that the prevailing 
abuses w^ere caused by the indolence and criminal 
neglect of former rulers, whose jjrincipal aim seemed 
always to have been the accumulation of riches which 
they might enjoy on their return to Spain. H e sup-
pressed the festivities at his reception; the palace 
and the jjlaza were deprived of their filthy booths; 
working men were compclled to appear in more 
decent drcss; public baths and market-places were 
overhauled and regulated; a system of lighting the 
streets was inaugurated, the paving of streets was 
recommenced, and an effective fire brigade was or-
ganized. A multitude of other useful measures was 
adopted during the administration of this able and 
energetic ruler. Among theni vvas a reduction in the 
number of feastdays which clogged the regular course 
of traflSc and commerce, and increased the natural 
indolence' of the masses, A foundling institute vvas 
also erected to check the crime of child-murder, which 
had become very prevalent. 

This was not all. No t a siiigle elementary free 
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school is said to have existed at the time in the capi-
tal or in the provinces, and nearly all the other insti-
tutions of learninof were under the charcre of friars, 
generally ignorant and cruel, whUe the female insti-
tutes were directed by women whose mode of teaching 
consisted in narratiuQ; ridiculous stories of saints, cal-

O ^ 

culated to develop the superstition of the listeners. 
Of useful knowledo-e, a little readino- and writino- were 

. O ' _ o_ o 

suflScient.-̂ '" Even the school of mininQf, so celebrated 
O ' 

in after years, was onlv an institute in name. I t lacked 
»/ ' KJ 

professors, instruments, and apparatus, and its utility 
was questionable. All thesc matters received the 
attention of the viceroy. A t the same time he es-
tablished a new jjolice .system and remodelled the 
administration of justice. Great changes were soon 
apparent, and the labors of ReviIIa Gigedo became of 
lasting benefit to New Spain,particularly to the cajjital. 

Notwúthstandinof these drawbacks, at the close of 
O ^ •' 

the eighteenth centurv Mexico was the larorest citv 
in America, and one of the finest built by Euro-
peans on either hemisphere. From north to south it 
measured one leasfue, and three fourths of a leag'ue 

O ' _ o 

from east to w^est. I t was encircled by a ditch, 
*j ' 

or navio^able canal, wdiich served at the same time as 
a drain and military defence, and prevented goods from 
being introduced except by the causeways and gates, 
thus serving as a protection to the customs depart-
ment. The buildings were plain and elegant, not 
overladen wdth ornament, and not disfigfured bv̂  the 
uncouth galleries and balconies so commoii to other 
Spanish cities. The material of which they were 
mainly constructed—tetzontli and a peculiar kind of 
porphyry^^—gave them an aspect of solidity and sjjlen-

^-Rivera, Gobfi-nantrs, i. 476, whose facilities to ascertain historical data 
conceming the city of ^lexico may be considered fully as ample as thcse of 
Zamacois, supports the statement made in the text. The latter author, Hisf. 
MeJ., V. 683, takes umbrage a t this, ciaiming that many elementary institu-
tions existed in the country at the time, particularly for orphans, in which 
tuition and maintenance -were given gratuitously. 

'*The porous amygdaloid caUed tetzontU, and a porphyry of vitreous 
felspar without any quartz. 
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dor. The most prominent architectural structure in 
the city was then, as it is now, the cathedral; and 
as to the palace of the viceroys, it was said that 
no edifice in Madrid could compare with it in size.^* 
Adjoining, and on the side fronting toward the palace 
of the archbishop, stood the mint, a large and imposing 
structure. The custom-house, fronting on the plaza 
Santo Domingo, was also a fine edifice. The botanic 
garden in one of the courts of the viceregal palace, 
though small, was famous for its collection of rare 
jjlants, and of such as were imjjortant to industry and 
commerce. Here Viceroy Bucareli would pitch his 
tent during certain seasons of the year, receive vis-
itors day and night, and transact his business. 

Another large building was the tobacco factory, in 
which more than five thousand persons were employed. 
A structure of historical interest vvas the famous 
acordada building, erected during Bucareli's adminis-
tration, and situated between the alameda and the 
paseo bearing that viceroy's name.-^^ The municipality 
buildings were also of imposing proportions, situated 
on the principal plaza and facing the parian,^^ which 
had taken the place of the baratillo and occupied an 
area of a hundred and forty varas. Other edifices of 
note were the college of San Ildefonso, and the mining 
school with its jjhysical, mechanical, and mineralogical 
collections; the university building and public library, 
and the acadeiny of fine arts with its collection of 
gypsum casts; the celebrated hospices, and the build-
ings of tlie inquisition. The least favored of all the 
public buildings was the theatre.^'^ 

The princijjal entrances to the city were those of 
Guadalupe, Angeles, Traspana, Chapultepec, San 

" ' No hay en Madrid edificio comparable en extension con el palacio del 
Virey.' Estaila, xxvL 278. 

''^ld., -279. 
i<=See Vill't-Scitor y Sanchez, Teatro,'\. 53S1; Jlex., NoL Ciudad Jíex., 8 

et seq,; Ort'tz, Mex. Indcp. Lihre, 485 et seq.; Estcdla, xxvi. 281. 
'' ' EI coliseo 6 teatro es iudigno de México, y no se puede ponderar su de-

fomiidad sino afirmando que es abominable el edificio, y lo peor esque ame-
naza desplomarse,' (Jrfiz, Jlex. Ind. Libre, 497. 
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Anton , and San Lázaro. The tvvo magnificent aque-
ducts which enter by way of Traspana and Chapulte-
pec and supply the city with water, have been described 
elsewhere. 

The so-called paseos, or public walks, were the de-
light of the Mexican population. The most beautiful 
of them was tlie famed alameda, which had no equal 
in Spain. The jjaseo of Iztacalco was another favor-
ite resort, and lay on the banks of a canal of tliat 
name. By this route and the canal of Chalco hun-
dreds of canoes brought daily into the city building 
material, provl.sions, vegetables, fruit, and ftoweis in 
great quantities, until in tiine the canals were ftlled up 
in the central part of the capital; particularly when the 
streets becanie raised in consequence of the deposits 
left by inundations. The greater part of the vege-
tables and ftowers were raised on the famous chinam-
pas, or ftoating gardens; their number, however, was 
daily diminishing. In the paseo of Bucareli an ob-
ject of jus t admiration was the colossal equestrian 
statue of Cárlos IV. , first erected on the principal 
square, but in later years removed to this place of ree-
reation. This piece of American ar t was executed by 
the order and at the expense of Viceroy Branciforte. 
I t was of bronze and in one piece, modelled, cast, and 
erected by the celebrated Mexican sculptor jMaiiuel 
Tolsa. Humboldt , who w âs present at the unveiling 
of the monument, says that , except the statue of 
Marcus Aurelius a t Rome, there was nothing of the 
kind in Europe to equal it in beauty and purity of 
design.^^ 

Among the convents the most prominent was tha t 
of the Franciscans, which in the year 1800 enjoyed an 
income from alms alone of more than a hundred thou-
sand pesos. Of the churches remarkable for splendor, 
elegance, and beauty of design those of San Agust in, 
Santo Domingo, San Pablo, Soledad, Jesus María, 
and Santa Teresa were the most noteworthy. I n this 

^*See fíumboldt, Essai PoL, i. 
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connection may be mentioned an image of the virgin 
w^orshipped under the name of Nuest ra Senora de los 
Remedios, to vvhich miraculous powers were attrib-
uted. This was among the images brought to Mexico 
by tlie soldiers of Cortés. I t belonged to one Juan 
Rodriguez de Villafuerte, to whom it had been given 
b}' his brother, who said it had aided him greatly in 
his eamjjaigns in I taly and Germany. The image 
was at first jjlaced in a temjjle hastily built, and from 
that time became an object of veneration to Spaniards 
and Indians, on account of favors said to have been 
conferred on the public and on individuals iii tiines 
of calamity. In 1574, as before mentioned, a church 
was founded for its reception, where four festivals 
were celebrated yearly—those of the nativity, purifi-
cation, incarnation, and conception. Many great 
marks of favor were recorded, after the buildinof of 

^ O 

this temple; particularl}^ in times of drought, storm, 
epidemic, earthquake, inundation, and famine. Down 
to 1696 the image had been solemnly carried in pro-
cession to the city as often as fifteen times.' 

19 

Of all the viceroys of New Spain, the fifty-second, 
Don Juan Vicente de G emes Pacheco de Padilla, 
conde de Revilla Gigedo, was one of the most able. 

^^The first soleran occasion was in 1577, 'para dar remedio á la epidemia 
del cucolistlL' Jlidiuu, Chrtín. S. Diego, 31-2. In 1810, after the first war of 
indej^icndeuce broke out, it was brought to and plaeed in the cathedral, The 
vic, r,,>• laid at its feet his baton, and declarci thc virgin 'generala' of the 
i,)yuli^t troops, dccur;iting the image with the insignia of tbat rank. Tiie 
jiutiiuts, on the other hand, bestowed tlie rank of captain-general on their 
lu\'0i itc, the iiiiu._'e of the virgin of Guadalupe, Thtis was the virgin iinder dif-
ícrcnt uames cuUcd on to lead the two hostile armies, Vefancfrf, Prov. S. 
Efuii'j.. 12,S-32. For descriptiuii and particulars concerning the city of Mex-
ico ut different periods, see (Jifdhtfs A>itt ricn, 80, '243 ; (Jucjc's Surn tj, S7-150; 
S'tiiuiil 'ti j , li'isrh., 453-7.S; ]'ct't ncvrt, (Jii /ud Jlex,, 1-5; Jlci/inu, C/irtín, S. 
Di"/", Jícx., -234; Pntics, Vintjrs, MS., 128; Trtdudo, JIcx.,^t. v. 2,S-45; 
'•„//,, Mcm. yXoi., 42-5; Dúv'tlu, Conf., MS., 302; Torquemada, i. -298-304; 
C'j.i-'lti, Rel., 'm Bouchcr, vi. 154; (Jonzulrz iJuc'da, J'catro Ecle.s,, i. 7-8, I I ; 
]',liu-ScÍtor, J'cuiro, i. 5,'}-6I; JIciidcj-.it, (Jurlu, in Florida, Col. Doc V.Vi ; 
IJuiiihiJdt, Es.s'ti PoL, 202-4; Jicvilin Citjedo, liesid., MS., 374--85; Viagero 
Univ., lOOetseq: Ortiz, JIcx, Indep. L'ih., 48,5-.5.'i5; (Jrozn, y Bcrru, Jlem. 
(Ji'i'l. JIcx., 159-222; Pcugés, in Bcret jer, (Jol. Voy., vi, 44-6; Corrcal, Voy. 
(Parised.), L 50-60; Jle'x. NoL, ('iud'. Jlex., 8-188; RusseWs fíisL Am.,i. 
3S2-4. 

http://JIciidcj-.it
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After being appointed cajjtain of the viceregal guard 
under his father, who vvas a íbrmer viceroy, he served 
with distinction as lieutenant-colonel of the Spanish 
guards at the siege of Gibraltar. Landing at Vera 
Cruz on October 8, 1789, thc baton of oflíice was 
delivered to him at Guadalupe^*' on the 16th of the 
same month. 

The count was the man needed for the oecasion. 
One morning, about a week after his arrival, it was 
found tha t the house of a wealthy merchant, named 
Joaquin Dongo, had been broken into by burglars, 
money and valuables stolen, and all the members of 
the household, eleven in number, assassinated. The 
criminals were executed on November 7th, afortnio'ht 
after the commission of the deed. Never before, ex-
cept in the days of Velazquez and other officials of 
the santa hermandad and acordada, had justice been 
administered with such despatch. 

For many years before the viceroy's arrival a cele-
brated bandit named PiIIo Madera had been the terror 
of the community. The authorities either would or 
could not bring tlie miscreant to justice. H i s astute-
ness and audacity were as great as those of any of his 
famous colleagues in Italy, and his band of cut-throats 
had never been surpassed in ferocity and cruelty. 
Madera alone had committed tvventy-eight highway 
robberies and seven assassinations. The nevv ruler 
made short work of the mat ter : in 1 791 PiIIo Madera 
was captured and hanged. 

Dur ing ReviIIa Gigedo's administration war was 
declared with France. Although there was little fear 
of invasion tlie viceroy made all needful jjreparations. 
A regiment of dragoons was sent to Durango to jjro-
tect the borders of the provincias internas; tlie militia 
on the north coast was prepared for eflficient serviee, 

'^" He was originally appointed -viceroy of Buenos Ayres; but in conse-
quence of the resignation of Florez, he was ordered to proceed to New Spain. 
See Ordenes dela Corona, MS., iii. 82. 
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and the fortifications of San Juan de Ulúa strength-
ened; the garrison of Vera Cruz vvas reénforced,and the 
king's treasure, ready for shipment, removed to a safe 
distance. AII this was accomplished at little expense. 

The condition of the army occupied the viceroy's 
special attention and a reconstruction was proposed 
according to orders issued in January, 1792. The 
regular troops and the militia were in a demoralized 
condition, and tbeir insubordination gave such seri-
ous cause of offence tha t they were put under strict 
regulations, and a portion of the latter disbanded. 
These measures caused dissatisfaction, particularly 
amonií tlie creoles, and it is claimed tha t the reduc-

O ' 

tion in the militia was one of the few errors of ReviIIa 
Gigedo's administration. Bustamante says that he 
gave a fatal blow to this branch of the service, de-
stroying and unmaking w^hat had beén established with 
much care and labor since the time of Viceroy Cru-
ftlas. In his instructions to Branciforte, the count 
claimed, howevei', tha t in the enlistment of provin-
eials there seemed to have been no other purpose 
than to defraud the king's treasury, for such troops 
were unreliable in action.^^ 

The immediate consequence of this measure was 
that native tribes committed depredations in the east-
ern jjrovinces. ^NIan}" colonists were assassinated in 
Coahuila, the Indians penetrating to within the con-
fines of Saltillo, driving off cattle, and winning over 
the presidio of San Juan de Rio Grande. Still greater 
disturbances occurred in the colony of Nuevo Santan-
der, where in the settlements of Laredo, Revilla, and 
Mier, twenty-five Spaniards were killed between 
March and July, 1791. 

" Rev'iUa G'igedo, Instruc, 147, Bustamante, in Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 104, 
says that the viceroy believed them to be no match for foreign troops in case 
of invasion, The viceroy reduced the militia iu order to increase the royal 
revenue; for while serving, the Indian was exempt from the payment of trib-
ute, ceasing to enjoy this privilege as soon as discharged, / ' / , , Id., 105. The 
Spanish govemment disapproved of the count's measures, and decrees were 
Bubsequently issued for the reconstraction of the militia, during Branciforte's 
administratioii. 
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Another source of dissatisfaction among the oflftcials 
of the capital was the viceroy's order tha t a letter-
box should be placed in one of the halls of the palace, 
into which any person Iiaving cause for grievance 
might deposit a written statement of the facts for his 
information. H e knew vvell tha t the complaints of 
the people seldom came to the ears of the ruler, and 
tha t the abuses committed by those vvho surrounded 
him, w^ere carefully concealed by the courtiers whose 
interest it was to represent everything in the most 
favorable light for themselves. This matter exposed 
the viceroy to insult through anonymous communica-
tions, and many an honest ofl cial was vvrongfuUy 
accused by some hidden foe. This, however, ReviIIa 
Gigedo had undoubtedly anticipated. Wise enough 
to disregard vilifications of this kind, he received, on 
the other hand, many important suggestions from 
well meaning and loyal citizens, who denounced actual 
abuses, and disclosed the true state of affairs in the 
kingdom. The secret information no doubt enabled 
him to inaugurate many useful measures, of which 
the instructions to his successor give ample proof, and 
which otherwise mioht not Iiave been suo-o'ested. 

o o o 

The oflíicials, however, who were thus attacked from 
an unknowm quarter, and often with suflfieient cause, 
continued loud in their denunciation of the practice, 
as directly favoring a .system of espionage unworthy 
of the high station and dignity of a viceroy. Though 
it may have been a dangerous practice, ReviIIa Gigedo 
made good use of it.̂ ^ 

The dispositions of the viceroy made necessary a 
change in the systein of arranging, classifying. and 
preserving ofificial documents, which had received 
little or no attention on the part of his predecessors, 
the secretaries generally using their own judgment 

^^' Se ha querido decir que por este medio se autorizabael espionage; con-
fieso que es peligroso cuando el gefe no sabe hacer buen uso de él, y que 
semejante un veneno aprovecha ô mata segun el profesor que lo ministra. 
En ReviIIa Gigedo obrô los buenos efectos.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 105. 

HisT, MEX,. VOL. III. 31 
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and consulting their own convenience in the matter.^' 
Revilla Gigedo therefore determined to form general 
archivcs in which were deposited all documents of 
importance pertaining to the tribunals and other 
branches of administration, without any expense to 
the crown.^* 

The intendencias established by his predecessor 
continued unchanged during his administration, ex-
cept that he ordered the intendencia of San Luis 
Potosí to comprise the territories of Coahuila and 
Texas, the intendente himself to act as subdelegate in 
regard to all contentions arising on questions of ex-
chequer and war. In accordance vvith instructions 
from the crown commissioners were sent to explore 
the portion of Texas near the confines of Louisiana 
to determine w^hether it were convenient to extend 
the limits of the latter territory to the river Sabinas.^ 

While the viceroy, faithful to his trust , was improv-
ing the condition of New^ Spain, the tempest of the 
French revolution was raging in its greatest fury, and 
Louis X V I . was no more. Though most of the oi-
dores were inimical to the viceroy, they vied with each 
other in representing to the people tha t the im-
prisonment and execution of the French monarch was 
a transgression against laws divine and human. More-
over the English colonies of Nor th America had re-
eently shaken off their allegiance. The authorities 
beoan to tremble; and to increase their alarm, from 

O •' 

the mother country came secret reports that among 
the merchandise shipped to the colonies were numer-

'3 The reader w ill remember the loss of the valuable manuscripts, taken from 
Boturtni during Fuenclara's administration, which could only be attributed 
to the carelessness of the secretaries. 

^*It was the custom of the %iceroy to drop in unawares upon the govem-
ment employés when they least expected him. In this manner he visited 
the tiibunals, treasury, acordada, and other oflBces, where he had found tha 
urchives in dire confusion, 

'•'•' The goveraor of Louisiana reminds us of the times of Nuno de Guzman, 
He was removed by the viceroy for having kUIed in cold blood five friendly 
Lipan Indians, who were on a visit at his own residence, and also for other 
grave offences. 
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ous articles, as snuff-boxes, watches, and even pieces 
of money, bearing the figure of a woman dressed in 
white, displaying a banner, and around her the in-
scription " Libertad Americana." The viceroy w âs 
enjoined to confiscate all of these articles that he 
could lay hands upon; and in order to prev(;nt the 
revolutionary contagion from spreading to Nevv Spain, 
the introduction and circulation of books, pamphlcts, 
and papers, bearing on religious or jjolitical emanci-
pation, were prohibited, and the greatest vigilance ex-
ercised by all the authorities to imjjede even jjrivate 
correspondence on matters relating to the French 
revolution. I t was a t this time also that Cárlos IV . 
issued his famous decree prohibiting French prison-
ers in New Spain from discussing public affairs per-
taining to their country. 

During his administration, ReviIIa Gigedo made 
other public improvements and did much to develop 
the commerce and industrial condition of New Spain. 
Botanical gardens vvere laid out in the suburbs of the 
capital; the drainage of the city received attention; 
mills were built for the manufacture of cotton, silk, 
hemp, linen; bridges were constructed; and the roads 
were repaired and improved, especially the one lead-
ing from Mexico to Vera Cruz. Mining and agri-
culture were also encouraged, and it is said that a t 
this period the coinage averaged twenty-four millions 
of pesos a year against eighteen to twenty millions 
previously. The series of orders which the viceroy 
issued for these purposes are regarded with great 
interest even at the present day by students of polit-
ical administration.^^ 

B u t the expenses occasioned by these improve-
ments were necessarily great, so much so, tha t the 
crown, always selfish and grasping with her colonies, 

=* See Retnlh, Gigedo, Bandos, •passim; Id.,Instmc., MS., passim; Dispos. 
Varías, ii. 63; Alvarez, Manif, 6; Zuniga y 0., Calend., 35-7; Arroniz, fíist. 
y Cron., 144-9; Doc Ecles. Jléx., MS., v. pt i. 
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began to put obstacles in the way; particularly as the 
viceroy had paid much attention to the moral and 
social jjrogress of the community, and enlightenment 
was not particularly desired at tliis time. The home 
government havingbecome displeased vvitli his admin-
i;'-tration, his sueeessor, the marqués de Branciforte, 
was appointed in 1794; thus he did not complete the 
five years of office for which it was intended that he 
sl.o'.ild serve. I t was ordered tha t his residencia be 
takc'U in sccret by the new viceroy, and a public in-
vesLÍgatiou jjroclaimed and concluded within forty 
days, The marquis refused to hold a secret residencia, 
alleging that ifc was necessary for ReviIIa Gigedo to 
di nart for Spaiii previous to taking any steps in the 
matter. Wheii lie had sailed, his successor, knowing 
the cause of his removal, incited the ayuntamiento of 
]Mexico to jjrefer numerous charges against him; but 
tliouo'h tlie matter vvas not concluded for several 

O ^ ^ 

years, he vvas finally acquitted, and the corregidores 
of rj(,xie(j were sentenced to pay all costs.^'' 

^' Xotwithstanding apparently serious accusations against Revilla Gigedo, 
111 his retu'.n to Spaiii hc was appointcd director-general of artillery by the 

king, V, ho it seems bclicvcd Iiim innocent. His deatli occtirred May 12, 1799, 
before any decision wus rendered concerniug his residencia, and his last days 
were erabittered by uujust persecutiou, "NVheu the senteuce of the council 
,.f the ludies wus finally prououiiced, the trutli became kiiowu, aud the vir-
tues aud faithful services of this ei.iinent ruler were duly appreciatcd, and 
his dcsccndants n i lc ;::r;;ii'.cc i of ,Spain of the first class, In conuection with 
his rei^^ii may be ii iitiuiic.l uii expedition (i.espatehed in January 1790, under 
Juaii Eliza, tu occupy the new estuliiishmcnt a t Nootka on tlie u j r them coast 
of the Califoini;;s, with ordcrs tu explore tlie islands and places on tlie coast 
visitcl by Cook. Oue yeur latcr, iu ^lay 1791, the celeh>ruted mariner Alex-
u.i.'ro r,i;il.,s|,iiiu touchcd a t Acaptilco ou his voyagc iiortli, to investigate tlie 
exi,itciiee of the north-wcst puss;iye t,) the Atlantic, based on a narrative of the 
voy;;; e of Lorcnzo 1 cncr (te Maldonudo iu 1558, and said to Iiave been re-
ccuLly discovcrcd iii private arehives, 

7 h.e foUowing authorities huve h c i i consulted on matters concerning this 
administrution: lin-iJa Ci'tcJo, Iii<truccion, 'í\l>i., passira; Itl,, Bamlos, \)ts. 
i.-,ii. xxL xxiii. xxxiiL; Ll., Solnnt s Exnpiius, passim; Ll., licsiiirucia, 
MS., ]i;i.^siiii; Di<j,oJciones \'urias, i. 66-94, 131-3; ii. 63; ui, 41 ; (Jrdnies 
de la ('onmu. MS,, iii. 82; v. 1:33; Crdid.urh..<, i. 152; Doc L'clcs. Jlex., M,S., 
\ . -,.{. i. 2; Puj.clcs l''run':isr(uios, MS., i. Ist ser, 221; Pai s, Vircycs, MS., 
139-40; ('avo, I'res Si<jIos,iii. 8()-I66; Bu.starntntle, Efcm., i. passim; Zu,~iig<i 
V' (J., Cuhndario, : 5-7; Lerdode Ttjada, Aj ntt. llist.,-pt.v. 312-13; Estalla, 
xxvi, 190 et seq; Arroniz, Ilist. y Cron., 144-9; Gomcz, Diario, 3 1 7 ^ 8 ; 
Dicc. Univ., iu. 103-4, 732-4; x. 259-69; Alaman, Dt^ert., iu. app. 80-2, 
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O N the 15th of J u n e 1794 the marqués de Branci-
forte^ arrived a t Vera Cruz and took charge of the 
government about a month later. H e was a native 
of Sicily, and belonged to the family of the princes of 
Carini. H i s rank of captain-general of the Spanish 
army, his grandeeship of Spain, and appointment as 
viceroy, he owed to his brother-in-Iaw, Manuel Godoy, 
duke of Alcudia, and afterward known as the prince 
of peace. His administration was in strong contrast 
with tha t of his predecessor, and even before Iiis ar-
rival he gave jjroof of qualities w hich afterward made 
him one of the most unpøpular rulers of New Spain. 
Al though he received, besides his salary as viceroy 
and captain-general, an additional sum of twenty tliou-
sand pesos a year, he contrived tha t all his baggage 
and effects should pass through the custom-house a t 

^ Don Miguel de la Graa Talamanca y Branciforte, marqués de Branciforte, 
was the fifty-third viceroy of New Spain, Cedulario, MS., iu, 129; Disposi-
øiones Varias, i. 97; Gomez, Diario, 398, 410. 
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Vera Cruz without examination. This created the 
belief that he had brought a large quantity of valu-
able merchandise from Spain to dispose of in the col-
onies, and thus defraud the revenue.^ 

The marquis ŵ as invested with the order of the 
golden fteece by Cárlos IV. Vainglorious with this 
testimony of royal favor, he made haste to adorn his 
jjcrson with the badge, and lost no opportunity to 
display it before the public^ This demonstration of 
vanity became offensive to the people, and gave occa-
sion for much satire and ridicule. Caricatures of the 
viceroy began to circulate, with a dead cat suspended 
from his neck instead of the lamb insignia of the 
order.^ A t a reception held in the palace he re-
mained seated under a canopy during the usual cere-
monies, though this pretension to royal homage had 
no jjrecedent among the viceroys.^ 

The main object of the new viceroy was to enrich 
himself, by fair means or fouk^ Rivera says that he 
undid all the •benefit wrought by ReviIIa Gigedo.' 

^ Alaman, Rivera, Mayer, Arroniz, and other authorities make the same 
assertion; and Bustamante, who knew Branctforte personally, says: 'Con 
miiclia anticipacion se previno por la côrte que no se la registrase su equipage, 
que Uegô dentrq de poco, y esto diô luego á conocer que traía una riquirima 
factura de géneros preciosos para venderlos por altos precios, y comenzar á 
hacer su fortuna, objecto principal conque se le enviaba.' Cavo, Tres Siglos, 
iii. 166, Zamacois, who, for some reason, seems anxious to screen the mem-
ory of tliis viceroy, here makes but a inild apology in saying, Ilist. MeJ., v. 
692, ' No me atreveré yo á decir que las sospechas descansaban en un hecho 
positivo, ni quiero incltnar el ánimo del lector á un desfavorable concepto 
hácia el nuevo gobernante.' 

' ' Stn demora se lo puso, y con él se presentô á lucirlo aquella noche en el 
teatro, ' Gorncz, Diario, 414, 

* ' EI pueblo explicaba su enojo, no solo con las habUUas, sino tambien 
con las caricaturas. Cuando le vino el toison de oro, pintaron á Branciforte 
con el coUar puesto, pero en lugar del cordero con que termina este coUar, le 
l(U,sieron \in guto.' Caro, Tres Siglos, iii. 173. 

^ 'These trifles,' says Zamacois, fíist. MeJ., v. 697, 'which perhaps in 
another would have i^assed unnoticed, were considered censurable in Branci-
forte, as the people were already prejudiced against him because of his being 
a foreigner.' 

^ S u principal objeto fué euriquecer, y el intermedio que sevaliôpara ello 
fuc I). Francisco Perez Sonanes, conde de Contramina, que era el canal por 
donde se conseguL-in todas las gracias á precio de dinero.' Alaman, Disert., 
iii. app. 83; Larunzn, D'icc Il'tst., 530-1; Respursta, 'm Pap. Var., 17-18. 

' ' Fué cormptor cle la severa y benéfica administracion de ReviIIagigedo, 
así como reemplazô en la MctrcJpoU D. Manuel Godoy á los ministros ilustra-
dos de Cárlos I I I , ' R'ivera, Gob., i. 4S8; see álso Id., fíist. JaL, i. 177-8, 187. 
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H i s efforts at dissimulation were of no avail, and 
nierely showed him in a baser light; for his character 
was but a blending of subtle astuteness and hypocrisy. 
Adoration of the royal family, and veneration for the 
virgin of Guadalupe, were ever on his lips. Every 
Saturday, and every twelfth day of the month, Iie 
would appear at the sanctuary; and a veiled image of 
the virgin was jjlaced on the balcony of the palace.^ 

The war between France and Spain still continued, 
and one of the first acts of the viceroy was to con-
fiscate the possessions of all Frenchmen living in 
Louisiana and New Spain.® His pretext was tha t 
Freiich settlers were spreading revolutionary doctrines 
throughout the country, and casting aspersions on the 
virtue of Queen Louisa in coimection with his broth-
er-in-Iaw. The viceroy raised the force of militia to 
its former strength, though for what purpose save to 
fill his own pockets does not appear. A t t ha t time 
commissions were much sought after by the sons of 
the noble and wealthy. I t was notorious, says Busta-
mante, tha t he appointed as his representative the 
count of Contramina, at whose house favors, offices, and 
commissions were dispensed to the highest bidder. 
There w âs not a stripling of means or family in the 
kingdom who did not long to wear an epaulette. 
Newly ajjpointed oflBcers were required to contribute 
sums of money, ostensibly fijr the purpose of jjrocur-
ing arms and accoutrements for the troojjs, though it 
is asserted tha t none were purchased from the pro-
ceeds of these contributions.^° I t was also notorious 

^When he took occasion to speak of the king, 'se entemecia, hacia puche-
ritos, exhalaba suspiros, y parecia entrar en tiernos deliquios; sobre todu, 
cuando referia las piedades de sus benignas manos, y de sus catôlicos pechos.' 

^ Zamacois, II'i<t. JLeJ., v. 705, who ' supposes' that after the treaty of 
Basil, Ju ly 22, 1795, those who were expelled from jNIexico recovered tiicir 
own, is in error. Persecution of French, in Respuesta, Pap. ]'ar., 17-18. 

'" ' No hemos visto Ilegar un fusil de Europa con esta contribucion, y úni-
camente consta en la correspondencia ministerial, que solo habia oeho mil fu-
siles litiles en Perote, y que los cuerpos levantados no tenian armamento.' 
Cavo, Tres Sighs, iii. 169. The muskets here meutioued were probably those 
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at the time that soon after his arrival Branciforte 
had sold the oflâce of subdelegate of Villa Alta to 
one Francisco Ruiz de Conejares for the sum of forty 
thousand pesos. 

Though during the administration of ReviIIa Gi-
gedo, nearly one hundred and ten millions of pesos 
liad been coined in the Mexican mint, the exorbitant 
demands of the crown had always kept the colonial 
treasury depleted. Moreover the duties on sugar and 
other commodities had been repealed. In order to 
replenish the royal coffers and his owm, the viceroy 
novv enforced an order which required all intendentes 
to deposit ten thousand pesos as security, this sum 
being retained until their residencia was taken. 

Rumors of war between Spain and the United 
States were at this time aftoat because of the hostile 
at t i tude of the latter country concerning the province 
of Louisiana. Bu t the matter soon ended in a treaty 
of friendship signed at San Lorenzo in October 1795.'^ 

After the conclusion of peace betvveen Spain and 
France, Branciforte received orders from the crown 
to release the French prisoners, whereupon Branci-
forte delivered them over to the inquisition. Among 
those persecuted were Juan Lauset, and Estévan 
]\Iorell; the latter a professorof medicine, licensed \)y 
the medical faculty of Mexico. H e escajjed torture 
by committing suicide; but sentence must be pro-
nounced and executed nevertheless. On the 9th of 
Augu.st 1795 an auto de fé was celebrated, in which 
the dead physician was condemned as a confirmed 
heretic, deist, and materialist, "voluntary" suicide, and 
"apparent athei,st.'^^ 

which ariived during Re'viIIa Gigedo's rule. Other authors agree as to the 
shuiiieful .'•ale of offices and commissions, while Zamacois, Ilist. JleJ., v. 697-
S, as usual, endc;i\ors to create the impression that Branciforte's conduct 
was strictly honorable. 

" Buundatics ancl iiuvi'.^'ition were regulated; the treaty was signed by 
Thomas Pinckney on tlie jiart of tlie United States, and by the favorite Godoy 
for ,Sp;tin. Nortli Amerieans werc prohibited from entering the territory of 
New .Spain. See Ct rrn entre Jlc.r. y los E. U., 13-5. 

^̂  These facts are taken frora tlie secret archives of the viceroys, where all 
the correspondence is found between Branciforte and the inquisition concem-
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On the declaration of war between England and 
Spain in 1796 all intercourse between the two nations 
ceased, and the English who resided in New Spain 
shared the fate of the French during the war which 
terminated the previous year. The colonial forces 
were increased, and Branciforte concentrated his army, 
eight thousand strong, between Orizaba, Côrdoba, 
Jalapa, Perote, and Encero,^^ with head-quarters at 
Orizaba. He strengthened the fortifications at San 
Juan de Ulúa, and provisioned that fortress for a six 
months' siege. All the batteries on the coast were 
put in a state of defence, and several gun-boats vvere 
constructed. The commander of the fortress at Aca-
pulco was directed to complete the organization of 
the militia on that coast, to call to his aid the com-
panies at Zacatula, to reénforce the infantry garrison 
and his artillery detachment, and to mount guns of 
the heaviest calibre. The naval commander at San 
Blas received orders to the same effect, and vvas in-
structed to cooperate with the commander-general of 
the provincias internas and the intendente of Guada-
lajara." 

In the midst of these warlike preparations Branci-
forte received notice that his successor had been 
appointed. The excitement during the preparations 
for war gave him an opportunity to leave the cajjital 
in 1797, under pretext of taking command of the 

ing the persecution of foreigners, Though Zamacois profusely copies Alaman, 
he perhaps intentionally suppresses tlie statement of this atithor, Ilist. JleJ., 
i. 127-8, 'que el virey marques de Branciforte excitase repetidamente el zelo, 
no muy tibio por cierto, de la inquisicion para no dejarlas (seditious doctrines) 
echar raiz, persiguiendo de acuerdo ambas autoridades á los franceses . , . 
muchos de los cuales fueron Ilevados ;í las cárceles de la inquisicion, otros á 
la de la corte, y todos con muy pocas excepciones obligados á salir del reino.' 
Why Zamacois should have omitted to notice these statements of Iiis favorite 
author against Branciforte is not clear. 

^^The army consisted of the militia regiments of Mexico, Tlascala, Toluca, 
Tres ViIIas, (5elaya, Oajaca, and Valladolid, together with a cavalry force. 
GuiadeForasteros {1797), 156-83; Rivtra, Hist. JaL, i. 179, 

i*The particulars of these preparatious may be found in Branciforte, JLar-
ques de, Insfruccion, MS. (Mex. 1797), p. 47, This manuscript comprises a 
review of Branciforte's aciministration; progress in various branches of gov-
emment, condition of treasury, revenue, army defenses, with suggestiona 
for their continuation, and a brief account of the condition of the Californias. 
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troops a t Orizaba. H i s stay at tha t town, where he 
was surrounded by his creatures, was marked by a 
series of disgraceful orgies, and when in May 1798, 
he cmbarked for Spain, he took with him nearly five 
millions of jjcsos in gold and silver, the greater por-
tion of which belonged to him. Never had the people 
of New Spain comjjlained so bitterly and with so 
good cause, as against this viceroy, who in affcer years 
deserted his sovereign in the hour of his sorest need.^" 

The new viceroy, Don Miguel José de Azanza, 
assumed oflSce on the 31st of May 1798, and as he 
was known to be a man of ability and character, his 
public reception in the capital on the lOth of July fol-
lowdng, was enthusiastic.-^^ H e showed himself worthy 
of the good opinion of the peojjle, and secured their 
confidence and respect by one of the earliest measures 
of his administration. Having determined that the 
exigencies of the war with England did not require a 
standing army of eight or ten thousand men, he at 
once dissolved the military encampments formed by 
Branciforte, which had been maintained at a monthly 
expense of over sixty thousand pesos.^' This heavy 
tax on the colonial treasury had long been a burden 
011 the people, and the withdrawal of so large a number 
of men from industrial pursuits necessarily retarded 
the progress of the country. H e took all needful j)re-
cautions, however, to provide for the (;oast defences, 
and ordered gun-boats to be built, two of which vvere 
stationed in the River Alvarado. v 

The continuation of the war with England again 
necessitated heavy contributions from the Spanish 

'̂  To serve Josepli Bonaparte, when king of Spain, 
^^Azanza, the fifty-fourth viceroy of New Spain, was bom in Navarre, in 

1746, and came tu Mcxico for the first tirae at the age of seventeen, with an 
uncle, who filled several important government positions, In I78I he was a 
e;i[)tain at the sie_;e of Gibraltar, and afterward fiUed \arious importaut dip-
lomatic and military positions, He was appointed to the viccroyalty in 1796, 
but dicl 11,it arrive until the time inentionecl in the text, Goinr:, D'tario, 464, 
46S; Iluinh'ji'lt, E.«ui P.J., 311, 803; Ii'tvi:ru, Gob., 496; Cavo, Trcs S'igha, 
iii, 176, 1-.6-90; Aluin'tn, iJisnJ,, iiL app, 84, 

'̂  See-l,".'(ií~H, litstrur., MS., l S. 
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I 

file:///arious


MILITARY MEASURES. 491 

subjects in the colonies, this time principally from 
those in the northern provinces, and danger was once 
more apprehended from the United States. Notwith-
standing the recent treaty, it was believed tha t the 
government of the latter country vvas in sympathy 
with England, and would not prevent her from iii-
vading Spanish Florida and Louisiana, with a view 
to make herself master of the commerce of the West 
Indies.^^ I t was also feared tha t the people of the 
United States might a t tempt to extend their posses-
sions southward.^'' 

Though Azanza had dissolved the encampments 
formed by his predecessor, it now became necessary 
to have at his disposal an effective force of troops. 
The brigadier-general, García Dávila, intendente of 
Vera Cruz, having returned from Habana, was or-
dered to Mexico to receive verbal instructions con-
cerning the defence of the coast; Pedro Garibay, 
afterward viceroy, was appointed to the presidency of 
Guadalajara, and Felix de Calleja, who was destined 
to J)lay an important part during the revolution in 
the service of the crowm, and also as viceroy, was 
appointed to take charge of the brigade of San Luis 
Potosí."^" During this time brigades were established 
throughout the country, to which the militia might be 
assigned for military training. Azanza also proposed 
measures to avoid the inconvenience caused by the 
almost independent control of the provincias internas 
by the comandante general, a matter which former 
viceroys had not been able satisfactorily to arrange. 

^̂  Without giving any authority for the statement, Rivera, Gobernantes, i. 
497, says: 'EI ministro Talleyrand diô la voz de alarma, espresando al eraba-
jador espa ol en Paris los temores que abrigaba por la conducta de los Esta-
dos-Unidos, en cuyo congreso el oro y las intrigas del ministro Pi t t habian 
ganado muchos adeptos,' 

^' Because of this mistmst, a number of English and Americans wlio had 
landed in Califomia were arrested and shipped to San Blas and thence trans-
ferred to Vera Cmz. One of the prisoners died on the way, and another 
escaped. 

^^ When Calleja first heard of the revolutionary outbreak at Dolores in 
1810, he immediately concentrated his brigade—'organizo uu ejército, y con 
él obtuvo las primeras veutajas del gobiemo espanoL' Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii. 
181. 
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The frontiers had not been extended; no Indians were 
being converted, nor were those provinces pacified. 
For these reasons it was considered advantageous 
tha t they should again be under the direct control of 
the viceroy. 

V 

The preparations made by the viceroy were a timely 
precaution. In 1799 war was declared with Russia. 
During the summer of this year several English priva-
teers had molested the Mexican coast on the southern 
sea. They captured some valuable Spanish vessels, 
and cruised along the gulf of California to the north 
of the Colorado, touching at the southern part of the 
Peninsula, and at the María Islands, to procure fresh 
stores. The Spanish vessels a t San Blas were pow-
erless against them, and the English squadron even 
prevented the departure of the expedition wdiich the 
cajjtain-general of the provincias internas had pre-
pared against the Indians on Tiburon Island.^^ 

Foreign wars and expected invasion were not all 
tha t the authorities dreaded. The political horizon 
of Nevv Spain became overcast, and germs of rebellion 
already began to appear. Ideas and opinions disre-
spectful to the authority of the king were here and 
tbere diffused among the jjcople, and w^ere no secret 
to those in command. This was particularly notice-
able when some occurrence called forth the ancient 
rivalry between creole and SjDaniard. Prosecutions 
for high treason became inore frequent,^^ the first im-
portant case of the kind being that against Juan 

'̂ The brig Activo, schooner Sutd, and sloop Horcasitas, which were to go 
on tlie cxpedition, had to take refuge in Puerto Escondido, Az.inza, In.struc, 
MS,, 184-6, Azanza fearcd that the Russians might in conjunction with the 
Englisli invade Alta Califomia, whcre they had always been anxious to form 
scttlcnients. The viceroy therefore asked the kiug to establish a naval force 
at Acupulco. I t was thought impossible to establish forts and garrisons in 
('aliiomia. Azanza, Iiistruc, MS,, 184-6, At this time the coast of Tabasco 
;i;i.l the Cárinen presidio were harassed by corsairs, who did little damage, 
liuw e\ er, tlianks to the activity of the govemors, 

--See the case against the agitator Rojas, who escaped from the clutches 
of the inquisition to New Orleans, Alaman, Hist. JIcJ., i. 128. 
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Guerrero and his companions during the administra-
tion of Branciforte.^^ 

The instigator and principals in this conspiracy 
were Europeans.^* Their plan was to surprise the 
commander of the plaza by night in the capital, and 
with threats against his life, force him to put at their 
disposal a force of a hundred and fifty men from one 
of the regiments of the garrison. This accomplished, 
the city prisons and the acordada building, the latter 
alone containing eight hundred prisoners, w^ere to be 
thrown open; the archbishop and the authorities 
were then to be secured, after which the mint, treas-
ury, and the wealthy merchants were to be plundered. 
The banner of liberty was then to be unfurled on the 
palace, and the Indians released from jjaying tribute. 
Guerrero thought he might then possess himself of 
Vera Cruz by merely sending to that place an envoy; 
the port was to be opened to the shijjs of all nations, 
without permitting any to depart, lest news of the 
state of affairs should reach Spain, though he did not 
greatly fear tha t troops would arrive, as the atten-
tion of the mother country was absorbed in European 
affairs. 

This plan Guerrero communicated to the presbyter 
Juan Vara, chaplain of the regiment de Corona, in 
Mexico, whom he offered to make archbishojj in case 
of success. B u t Vara must imjjart the nevvs of his 
prospective exaltation to a countryman, who in turn 
made haste to betray his friend by reporting the mat ter 
to the authorities. Guerrero was imprisoned on the 
15th of September, and all his comjjanions soon shared 
the same fate. Wi th the exception of the presbyter, 
who managed to escape from San Juan de Ulúa, the 

^'See Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii, 177-80; B>(.stamante, Jlcdidas Pacif, 
MS,, ii, 63-4; Alaman, H'ist. JLJ., L 128-31; Arrangoiz, i. 33-4; Domenech, 
Ilist. du Jlex., i. 308-9. 

^^Guerrero -was a native of Estepona in Granada, Spain, and had come to 
Mexico as piirser of one of the ships from the Pliilippines, Having been left 
at Acapulco on account of sickness, he asked his pay from the authorities at 
Mexico, but was refused. Poverty then drove him to rebelUon. Alaman, 
HisL MeJ., i. 128-9. 
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conspirators, after eight years of investigation, were 
exiled to different parts of the world.^^ 

While Guerrero and his friends were undergoing 
trial, another plot was discovered, which created much 
exeitement at the time in the city of Mexico. This 
was the so-called " machete conspiracy" toward the 
end of 1799, instigated by Pedro Portilla, collector of 
duties of the city. His nephew, Isidoro Francisco de 
Aguirre, a former government emjjloyé at Guadala-
jara, to whom Portilla had confided the matter, be-
lieving him dissatisfied with the authorities, disclosed 
the aftair to Viceroy Azanza. The conspirators num-
bered thirteen, and were either relatives or friends 
of the leader, some of them holding jjublic positions. 
The object was much the same as that of Guerrero, 
but the jjroject was in its conception impracticable. 
Without w^eighing the diflficulties attending the exe-
cution of their plan the conspirators had provided 
themselves with no other arms than a number of 
machetes. Prisoners were to be liberated with whose 
aid they would make themselves masters of the palace 
and government oífices; the authorities and all Euro-
jjcans vvere to be imprisoned, and their possessions 
conftscated. The people should then be called upon 
to decide on the convocation of a congress like that 
of the United States, or other form of government. 

Though the plot was ridiculous, Azanza did not 
undervalue its moral importance. "Although," he 
says to the king,^° ' ' the condition of the individuals 
who formed the project would cause me little anxiety, 
as neither for their position, faculties, nor talents were 
they fit to carry out a plan of that kind, yet by some 

" Besides Guerrero and Father Vara there were José Rodriguez Valencia, 
a wig-maker, intended asambassador to the United States; Antonio Reyes, a 
retired oíficer of dragoons; Mariano de la Torre, govemment oíficial, and José 
Tamayo, inaster barber, who died in prison, According to Alaman, Ilist. 
JleJ., i. 132, Guerrero had abandoned his purpose before his arrest, Never-
theless he was sentenced to six years of exile to Africa, after being kept in 
irons during the investigation. Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii. 177-80; Busta-
mante, Medidas, Pacif, MS., u, 63-4; Arrnngoiz, .Mcx., i. .33-4. 

'^^ Informe Reservado, Nov, 30, 1799. 
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great misfortune there exist in America an ancient 
division and bitter enmity between Europeans and 
creoles, an enmity capable of producing the most fatal 
results, and which must ever be a source of apprehen-
sion to the government. I deemed it necessary to 
look seriously at this matter, and to take active steps 
to check the evil at the start." 

During the night of November 9th, the conspira-
tors were surprised " without noise or scandal," at their 
place of meeting, and imjjrisoned. The greatest care 
was taken to conceal from the public the motive for 
this proceeding, so as not to excite the rancor between 
the two classes. Though Azanza by this measure 
rooted out a conspiracy of which he affected to speak 
lightly,'̂ '̂  it was understood that he foresaw^ the coming 
storm, and was desirous of leaving the country. The 
prisoners, vvhoexpectedsummary jjunishment, enjojed 
the benefit of the delicate political situation of the 
country. According to the opinion of many, among 
whom was the oidor GuiIIermo de Aguirre, the day 
which should see a criminal of that class executed, 
would be the commencement of a reaction, the result 
of which would be the independence of New Spain. 
Several of the conspirators died in prison, and the 
others, it seems, were released by Azanza's successor.^^ 

Azanza's judgment concerning the jjolitical fermen-
tations was well founded. During the administration 
of his successor, Marquina, a coflspiracy was discovered 
in Nueva Galicia among the natives, headed by an Ind-
ian named Mariano, son of the governor of Tlaxcala,^^ 
who had pretensions to royalty. His plan comprised 
nothing less than the reéstablishment of the ancient 

" Qualifying i t as ' de mala naturaleza, por la disposicion que habia en el 
pueblo á dividirse eii los partidos de gachupines y criollos.' Azanza, Infor-
mealRey, Mex., Nov. 30, 1799; Alaman, Il'ist. MeJ., i, 134, 

** The principal, Portilla, was a man of some note after the independence. 
Particulars of the trial are in Portilla, Representacion, passim; See also Azanza, 
Informe al liry, passim; Alaman, Ilist. JleJ., i. 132-^; Cavo, Tres iSiglos, 
m. 182-3; Mora, Rev. Jlex., iu. 292-4; Zamacois, fíist. JleJ., v. 715-17; x. 
1364; Dicc Uuiv., i. 396. 

^' Not the ancient city of Tlaxcala near Puebla, but one of the colonies of 
Tlaxcaltecs established in the interior. 
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Aztec empire, with himself as king; and being at a 
loss for a crown, he stole the one from the image of 
S t Joseph in one of the churches a t Tepic. Anony-
mous jjroclamations were circulated, and the w^ould-be 
king was in communication with the Indian towns of 
Colotlan and Nayari t . I t was supposed that the 
inovenient was encouraged by Count Miravalles of 
jNíexico, who held large possessions in the vicinity of 
Tejjic, and tha t everything was done with the knowl-
edge and assistance of the English. The timorous 
viceroy had even conceived the absurd notion that the 
Uni ted States had a hand in the conspiracy. This 
time a woman, named Maldonado, divulged the names 
of the leaders, and the president of Guadalajara, José 
Fernando Abascal, reported the matter to the viceroy. 
A t the same time Lieutenant Salvador Fidalgo and 
Captain Leonardo Pintado were ordered out with 
forces against the Indians. Eighty-six persons were 
arrested by these two ofificers, and many others by the 
civil authorities, all of them being taken to Guadala-
jara. This conspiracy partook somewhat of a nihilis-
tic character. I t had been decided that during the 
festivities to the virgin of Guadalupe, her sanctuary 
near ]\Icxico should be fired by means of explosives 
eoncealed in wax candles, to be donated by the natives 
on tha t day. Dur ing the confusion the palace of the 
\ iceroy was to be blown up, for which purpose it 
woiild be previously uídermined at the four corners.^*' 
Tlie most careful investigation in the matter did not 
bring to light suflficient evidence to convict any of the 
particijjants, which either proves that the viceroy 
dared not publicly inftict punishment for rebellion, or 
tha t tlie j)Ian had bccn so astutely managed as to pre-
clude the possibility of conviction. Many of the pris-
oners died in the hospital; among them José Gerônimo 
Perez, who had communicated with the Indians in the 

•̂̂  This was told to the woman Maldonado by the wife of one of the con-
epirators; it was aîso divulged byan unkno-wn person passing through Tepic. 
Alaman, Ilist. JLJ., i, 135. 
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interior, and his wife, who had disclosed the affair to 
the woman Maldonado.^^ 

In the mean while the Comanches continued their 
depredations, Laredo, Reinosa, ReviIIa, and other 
places being attacked at various times. Of not much 
avail were the measures dictated by commanders of 
presidios, • and the count of Sierra Gorda, governor 
of Nuevo Santander. Though these outbreaks were of 
little importance in themselves, the concern w-hich the 
government showed in regard to them is a proof t ha t 
serious trouble was expected. 

The European wars seem in one respect to have 
been rather an advantage to New Spain. The Eng-
lish fleets blockading Vera Cruz or cruising about the 
gulf were the cause of a great diminution of the silver 
export, preventing on the other hand the entry of 
merchandise from Spain. This necessarily pronioted 
home industry and internal commerce, to which the 
surjjlus funds could be applied. Thus New Spain was 
made nearly dejjcndent on herself for the time being, 
the commotions of the old world making the colony 
acquainted for the first time with the extent of her 
resources, and teaching her the value of an indepen-
dent existence.^^ 

During his short rule Azanza was too busy to 
give much attention to the formation of new settle-
ments; but on the borders of the river Salado, in 
Nuevo Leon, he established a new colony under the 
name of Candelaria de Azanza, with a detachment of 
militia as a guard for jjrotection against the savages 
who passed through those regions during their raids 
on the frontier. Of the calamities during tliis admin-

** Iii acknowledgment of his serviccs durtng this conspiracy, president 
Abascal was made viceroy of Bticnos Ayi es, and then of Perii, where he re-
ceived the title of marqués de la Coucordia, 

*'•* Azauza gave much encouragcmeut to the manufactures of silk, cotton, 
and wool, In the town of Cadereita alone there were more than two hundred 
looms, giving employment to over five hundred men, Azanza, Reiacion, San 
Cristôbal, 1800. The uniforms of the whole army of New Spain were made 
from cloth manufactured a t Qucrétaro. 

HisT. MEX., VOL. m , 32 
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istration, two are recorded as of note. I n Ju ly 1799 
a destructive hurricane swept over the port and city 
of Acapulco, causing much damage to life and prop-
erty.^^ On the day of Saint John, March 8, 1800, 
one of the severest earthquakes on record was felt in 
the city of Mexico, extending with more or less force 
over many of the provinces. I t commenced with an 
(»sciIlation from east to west, thence changing its di-
reetion from north to south, and terminating w îth the 
circular motion observed at times in other earth-
quakcs.^* The greatest consternation prevailed for a 
time, but fortunately no lives were lost, and the dam-
age to buildings was not so great as had been feared. 
The transit of coaches and wagons was prohibited, 
until it vvas ascertained by a board of engineers that 
the vvalls of the buildings throughout the city re-
mained secure. Of an earthquake which occurred at 
Oajaca the next year, Carriedo says: " I t happened 
at midnight, during a heavy rain; the people took to 
praying, the dogs to howling, and the priests to hear-
ing confessions.^^ 

While Azanza was beginning to enjoy the confi-
dence of the people, it seems tha t his good qualities as 
a ruler were not appreciated by the home government, 
for ^v'ithout any apparent cause he suddenly lost favor 
at court, and his successor was appointed.**^ H e was, 

^^SeeAzanza, Insti-uc, MS., 92-3. 
**The duration wus over four minutes, In Guanajuato, where Busta-

mante was at the time, no shock was fclt, but ' se notô una grande opacidad en 
la atmôsfera, e(,su r;iru en aquel cielo hermoso,' Cavo, J'rcs Siglns, iii, 182. 
Other shocks oeeurred in Oajueu the foUowing year, in Vera Cruz and Orizaba 
in I80 , und niore or less severe shocks during the uext four or five years. See 
/d., Itl., I97-S; Carriido, E.studios, iL 107; Or'izaba, (),-cttrrrncias, L; Azuttza, 
Iiistruc., MS., ,".."); I'o.s.siy, Jlex., .398; Corlinu, Sc' mologia, passim; Diar., 
JIcx.,'\.30:\,?,:'>7; iL :U4; iii. 70-1, 153-4,176; viL 1.59; viu.;xiiL; Gaz Jlex., 
xiu. 2(Í;!-4, 400, 4 I I - I6 . 

'^'^E.sii lios l/ist., ii. 107. 
3«AIaman, Ilist. JLJ., i. 134, assumes that Azanzawasanxious to laydown 

the government on account of impending troubles in Mexico. Bustamante, m 
Cavo, Trcs Si'jlos, iii, 185-6, aflarms that the removal of the viceroy -w-as the 
work of tntrigue and barter between Godoy and Marquina, ' EI vireinato se 
puso en venta en aquella côrte (Madrid): dícese que se ofreciô en ochenta md 
pesos al Secretario Bonilla que residia en la côrte, y se quedô sin él por no 

nver • 
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however, only too glad to be removed from oflSce. 
Shortly before his departure he married his cousiii, 
the widow countess of Contramina; then removing to 
San Cristobal, he delivered the government into the 
hands of his successor, and sailed for Spain, Nothing 
of the odium of his predecessor attached to this ruler, 
and the people of Mexico were unvvilling to see him 
depart. 

On his arrival at Madrid he received some hoiiois 
at the hands of Cárlos IV. , but remained away from 
court until, in 1808, he became minister under Ferdi-
nand V I I . Unti l that time Azanza seems alwavs to 
have labored for the vvelfare of his country, but, like 
his predecessor, vvas afterward guilt}^ of desertion, and 
took service under Josejjh Bonaparte.^' 

The people of New Spain were again filled with 
forebodings of evil on the arrival of tlie new viceroy, 
for he was supposed to be another of the creatures of 
Godoy. The pow'cr of this misnamed prince of jjeace 
over the king, and his alleged paramour the queen, 
and his fatal inftuence on the destinies of Spain, had 
begun to cast a sombre shadow on the colonies. Félix 
Berenguer de Marquina took the customary oath in 
the cajjitaP^ on the 30th of August 1800. H e was 
not received in the city with the customary enthu-
siasm, the popular mind being strongl} prejudiced 
against him. The audiencia, it seems, were even re-

haber encontrado un libramiento contra su yemo D, Lorenzo Guardamino, y 
se le confiriô á D, Felix Berenguer de Marquina,' 

"' He died at Bordeaux ou the-20th of June 1^20, at the ageof 80, poor, and 
bereft of all his ofl&ces and titles, but appreciated in civil life for his personal 
merits and virtues. See Disposiciones \''arius, M>S,, i. 108, 140; Agreda, Rep-
reseiit., !MS., passim; Sjicáu, Jlanjlc.sfo, 6(5-100; Cavo, Tres Sigios, iii, 201-5; 
Rivera, Gob., i. 502; Ai'imau, Disrrt., iiL app. 84-5. In AzanTxi, Iitsirt -cioa 
sobrc las provincius de X eva E<j)aiM, MS. (Mex., April 29, 1800), are the 
instmctions given by the viceroy to liis successor. I t also contains full iufor-
mation conceming the policy of Azanza's administration from 1798 to 1800, and 
a sketch of the general condition of New Spain for that period, with many 
details on mining, commcrce, and military matters. 

^̂  Marqutna, the fifty-fifth viceroy of New Spain, held the rank of rear-
admiral in the royal navy, Of his earUer life very little is known, On his 
-way to Mexico he was captured by the English near Cape Catoche and taken 
to Jamaica; he was aUowed to proceed, however,' to his destination with his 
Becretary BoniIIa. 
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luctant to recognize the authority of the new ruler, 
pretending that his papers were not in the customary 
form. The fact of his having been taken prisoner by 
the English during his voyage to New^ Spain created 
the belief that , as an oflScer of the royal navy, he had 
l)cen (jbliged to jjromise not to take up arms against 
that nation during his administration, in order to 
sccure his release. I t was well knowm that while 
governor of the ]\íariana islands he had shown himself 
ininiical to the audiencia of Manila, vvhich matter 
came to the ofl cial knowledge of the oidores of Mex-
ico. Hence they had reason to fear his authority, not 
being aware of the harmless character of the individ-
ual. ' ' H is interference wdth the right of the people 
to c'iijoy bull-fights by forbidding them from the very 
day of his reception, though liumane and praiseworthy, 
increased his unpopularity. The ayuntamiento of Mex-
ico claimed that in the festivities on this occasion they 
had exjjended a greater sum than the legal allovvance 
for that purpose, and thcy must have the bull-fight 
customary on such occasions to cover the deficiency. 
,*~̂ tUI, Marquina remained firm. "Sucli festivities," he 
teîLs the ayuntaiiiiento, "contribute to the demoral-
ization of the people, and ruin the heads of families 
by augmenting their exjjcnses at a period vvhen public 
misory is at its height." Then from his own means 
he jjaid seven thousand pesos to make good the differ-
eri;,!'. Neverthelcss he was considered little better 
than a fool, for he vvas thought to lack ability to gov-
ern a gicat country,^° and though kind of heart, his 
.siii.plieity often exposed him to ridicule. 41 

^̂  • Sc habia conducido cou animosidad cuando fué Gobemador de Islas 
Maii;ai;is, y se tcuia c|uc obrase del mismo inodo en México,' Cavo, Tres 
Si'fin, iiL 192-3, 

'" ' ihis sceiiis disprovcd however by the fact that subscquently Marquina 
was inadc viceroy of Bucnos Aires, and theu of Peru, where he obtained the 
titlc of marcjués de la Cuncordi;!, 

** Ile was fond of wiiting his decrees himself, At one time, when on a 
certain mcastire tlie asscssor supported oue view and the fiscal another, he 
thuught to reconcile the two c.vticiiies by ending his decree with the words: 
'As thc fiscal claims and thc assessor-general thinks, although it does not 
secm so to me—Marquina,' During a trip to Vera Cruz the senior oidor in 
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Another of Marquina's acts showing his humane 
disposition was the release of English prisoners a t 
Vera Cruz. H e had seen the Spanish prisoners suf-
fer at Jaimaca, and by this generous step obtained the 
release of his countrymen from the governor of tha t 
island. Reforms were made in the police system, and 
strict measures were taken to enforce the ordinances 
passed by ReviIIa Gigedo and Azanza, by which the 
plebeians were prohibited to present themselves in 
public unless decently clad, all such offenders being 
thenceforth treated as vagrants. Thouo-h this meas-

^ o o 
ure was considered tyrannical, its enforcement meeting 
with great obstacles, it is claimed to have had a very 
salutary effect.*^ The regulations of the various guilds 
of Mexico excluded women, and prohibited them iVom 
engaging in any labor or industry of which they 
claimed a monopoly. Marquina's predecessor had 
fully recognized the injustice of this social tyraniiy, 
and declared by an ordinance of April 22, 1799, tha t 
women should be free to employ their time in any 
labor suited to their strength and the decorum of 
their sex.^^ This ordinance was iiow reiterated aiid 
enforced. 
charge of the govemment took advantage of the 'viceroy's absence to give the 
people a bull-fight, On his return, jMarcpiina, enraged, immediately issucd a 
decree declaring that buU-fight iiuU and void! The only public iraprovement 
made during liis rule was a fotintain, donated by the viceroy himself, For 
some reason it was without watcr aud sooii became a receptacle for filtli aiid 
offal, One moming there was attached to it a placard with the following 
epigram: 

' P a r a perpetii.a memoria 
Nos dcjo ol Scfior Marquina 
Una jiila en qiio se oriua, 
Y aquí 66 acaba su historia. ' 

*^ The reform was extended over the whole country. The guilds and co-
fradías were prohibited froin receiving any person not decently dressed, In 
processions, or in the streets they passed, in the paseos, or at cliurch festi-
vals, no person was allowcd with a ' manta, sábana, zarape,' or similar gar-
ment under pain of eight days' iinprisonmeut, Tlic same was enforced in re-
gard to children in primary schools, This was in compliance with Azan-
za's recommendation that ' la vergonzosa desntidez del pueblo bajo ofeude 
•tanto la vista de la gente culta, y ocasiona muchos danos fisicos y morales, 
quise destmia enteramente este abuso pernicioso, tan comun en la Capital 
como en otras Ciudades del Reyno,' Instmcciones, MS,, 60. 

*^ 'Declaré por punto general que las mujeres pueden ocuparse en quales-
quiera labores y raanufacturas que sean compatibles con las fuerzas y decoro 
de su sexo,' Azanza, Instruc, MS,, 59, A sirailar decree with reference to 
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Reforms of a different nature and of more import 
had begun to mark the progress of the age. The 
Spanish government had issued laws tending to re-
strict the abuses committed by ecclesiastics in their 
capacity as confessors, who would induce repentant 
sinners, and persons on their death-bed, to make over 
to them their property, apparently for charitable pur-
poscs, to the injury of the lawTuI heirs and the state. 
The council of the Indies had therefore declared all 
such bequests void; but this had not the desired effect 
until Cárlos I V . forbade notaries to legalize such 
transactions in any form, or under any pretence 
whatever. 

The English fleet continued to damage the com-
merce of New Spain and to blockade the harbor of 
Vera Cruz in sight of the fortress of Ulúa and the 
gun-boats. The poor construction of the latter never 
enabled them to do any harm to the more powerful 
enemy, vvho had contríjl of the gulf of Mexico, and 
vvas ready to capture Spanish craft tha t might ven-
ture into or out of any port on the coast. Marquina 
rejjaired to Vera Cruz vvhere a council was held as 
to the feasibility of sending out the naval forces to 
engage the enemy and oblige him to retire from the 
coast. The plan was disapproved, but on the 27th of 
the same month when an English frigate appeared in 
froiit of Vera Cruz, the four available craft in the 
hai'bor were sent out to engage her; they soon re-
turned, however, not being in a cíjudition to risk an 
attack. All the jjublic treasurc located in the port 
was transported to Jalapa for safety; provisions and 
ammuriition vvere stored in Ulúa in expectation of an 
attack. Instructions also were given tha t if tlie place 
could not be held, the commander should cut his way 
through, and retreat toward the capital as best he 
might, 

New Spain was issued by Cárlos III . in 1784; this was subsequently reforme4 
and amplified by Cárlos IV. 
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As further precautions for defense Calleja was or-
dered to form a brigade of cavalry at San Luis Potosí; 
Nemecio Salcedo was appointed comandante general 
to govern the provincias internas, and the licentiate 
Antonio Lôpez de Santa Anna, the future general, 
was made subdelegrate of Antio-ua Vera Cruz. An-
other appointment made by Marquina at this tinie 
was tha t of a corregidor for Quertjtaro, in the person 
of Don Miguel Dominguez, who, together wdth his 
wife, Josefa María Ortiz, becanie famous in the strug-
gle for liberty during the revolution. 

Among the most notable events during the admin-
istration of Marquina was the publication in ]\Iexico 
in 1802, of the peace concluded w'ith England, and a 
year previously of that with Portugal . The iinmediate 
effect was a fall in the prices of all commodities, and 
commerce received a new and vigorous impulse. Pub -
lic treasure had accumulated, and Marquina shipj)ed 
treasure to the amount of six million dollars to Ha-
bana and eighteen millions to Spain, Still the crowii 
must have more gold, and a papal bull was obtained 
for the sale of new indulgences whereby all could be 
released from fasting during lent. 

These exactions were more severe on the inhabitants 
as at the same time they were suffering from other 
calamities. During the latter portion of the viceroy's 
administration there occurred an extraordinary rain-
fall in Tamaulipas, lasting about two weeks, and 
inundating many to"wms and ranchos. In Lampazos 
some hundred dwelhngs vvere destroyed; the nevv 
town of Azanza was swept aw-ay, and the river Salado 
overspread its banks four leagues on either side, In 
Nuevo Santander all the northern settlements were 
under water, and the inhabitants of Reinosa abandoned 
the to"wn on rafts. In the towm of Santa Rosa in 
Coahuila, only seven dw^ellings were saved, and in 
Monclova two hundred houses were destroyed.*^ 

**Arch. Nac Mex., tom, ccxi, carta dclxlviu. 
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]\Iany expedients provided by Marquina were 
disapproved by the home government, especially in 
cases of appointments, a matter in which he always 
jjroceeded vvith the greatest care, to satisfy himself 
tha t he neglected not his duty to the crown.^'' The 
disappointment which he felt in not seeing his loyal 
intentions appreciated,**' induced hiin early in 1802 to 
resign in disgust an oflBce which he tried in vain to 
iill to the satisfaction of the peojjle and his king. 
The resignation vvas promjjtly accepted, and in Janu-
ary, 1803, he delivered the baton of oflfice into the 
hands of his successor. Al though he w âs not a capa-
ble ruler, the government of New Spain had never 
been intrusted to purer hands, and his departure was 
regretted by mau}^ who had learned to respect in him 
the good qualities which had drawn forth the ridicule 
of the vulgar. 

Never was an able viceroy more sorely needed at 
the head of affairs than at the opening of the nine-
teenth century. Discontent and impatience of home 
rule were openly expressed throughout the provinces, 
and the distant moaning of the storm which was soon 
to burst over Spanish America could already be dis-
tinctly heard. I t was a favorite maxim of Revilla 
Gigedo the younger that the first duty of a Spaniard 
was grati tude to the mother country. I t must be 
confessed, how'cver, tha t she was an exceedingly self-
ish parent, The burden of e.xeessive imposts, and the 
vexatious restrictions on commerce and industries, 
w hich became her settled policy, fell heavily on the 
colonies. Crowds of indolent and dishonest oflficials 
lived in luxury at the public expense, and helped them-
selves from the public purse. The viceroys at this 
time received a salary more than twice as large as 

*^' Me parece que este punto lo he manejado con excesiva escmpulosidad, y 
(stoy poseido de una interior satisfaccion de que he Ilenado mis deberes.' In 
.<!ntc., Virrijcs, 217, 

*^' Sin enibargo de este premeditado procedimiento.,, tuve el dolor de haber 
reeibido en Agosto ultimo dos Reales Ordenes que no aprobaban el nombra-
miento que hice.' Id. 

%"& 

i e l 



OMINOUS SIGNS. 505 

t ha t of the presidents of the United States,*^ but this 
was small as compared with the profits of oflfice, for 
not infrequently they retired with enormous fortunes 
acquired by stolen gains. Yet , as we have seen, the 
Spanish monarch and his representatives in New^ 
Spain often neglected to find nieans for the protection 
of the colonies from the raids of corsairs, and from in-
vasion by foreign powers. So little confidence had 
the people in their rulers tha t even in the reign of 
ReviIIa Gigedo—one of the most able and energetic 
of all the viceroys—the presence of a fishing fleet in 
the gulf of Mexico threw the country into a panic.*^ 

B u t other causes were also at work. The success-
ful termination of the American war of independence, 
and the vast increase in material prosperity which en-
sued within less than a quarter of century; the marvel-
lous change which the genius of the Firs t Consul had 
wrought in the fortunes of the French republic; the 
feeble administration of Cárlos IV. , who in the darkest 
hour of his country's distress still left the control of 
affairs in the hands of his crafty but incapable min-
ister, Manuel de Godoy—all these events tended to 
foster the spirit of disloyalty among the people, who 
became every year more ripe for rebellion. Though 
the hour had not yet come, the term of Spain's long 
dominion in the New World vvas well nigh accom-
plished; her days were numbered, and already the 
handw riting w âs on the wall. 

^'The salary of the viceroys was now 60,000 pesos a year. 
^^lt was at first supposed that the fleet was sent for the purpose of estab-

lishing a settlement or making raids on Spauish territory, but the alarm sub-
sided when it was known tliat it had sailed from Boston. To prevent siich 
expeditions in the future a royal decree was issued tn Septembcr 17S9 order-
ing a company to be established with the exclusive right to the giilf fisheries 
for twenty years, and with tlie privilege of trading and establishing colonies 
in America and Asia, the ktag furnishing troops and arms. 

The bibliographic review at the close of the preceding volurae may be said 
to include in its general features the present, by explaining the imperfect and 
scattered nature of the material from which I have had to cull the facts, 
Writers who have attempted to cover the entire field from the conquest to 
.their own times are most unsatisfactory in their scanty outltue, swelled now 
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and then by disproportionate details on some topic for which they happened 
to obtain special information, or with predilection for certain regions or sub-
jects, lu the latter respect the monk chroniclers excel; and intent as they 
are on their favorite theme, they sprinkle but scantily political and general 
information in a mass of theological verbiage, m extenuated accounts of mis-
sion labors in obscure districts, and in reciting the negative virtues of humble 
ascetics, Add to the want of historic method, the lack of judgment in select-
ing interesting matter, and in distinguishing t m t h from absurdity, the bias 
given by credulity and bigotry, the involved style, and other defects, and the 
confusion is complete, Not that I ever expected to find the subject much 
better presented; had it been so, my efforts were of less importance. I was, 
and ara, fully aware of the necessity to go to the fountain-head for iuforma-
tion, if I woiild rescue much valuable material cast aside by the unreflecting 
mind and which serves in its less tangible points at least to promote the phil-
osophic treatment of the rest. The original sources lie not alone in the many 
coUections of letters and reports from the political and ecclesiastical oflScials 
indicated in the preface to fíist. Jlex., L, this series, and throughout the foct-
notes, but they are to be found in the many annals of special districts and 
corporations, based on documents from obscure convents and local ofl&ces, 
especially for periods beyond the reach of the writer's own observations, The 
value of such annals is increased by the disappearance of the sources before 
the inroads of time, the ravages of factions, and such orders from the superior 
govemment as instanced in Zamada, Bib. Leg. UlL, iii. 509, wherein a remis-
sion to Spain is demanded of books and documents which may serve for a gen-
eral history of the Indies, Among the special works must be mentioned the 
diaries of private individuals, which connected extend over a long perîod, and 
allude, though often very briefly, to almost every incident of note throughout 
the country, Latterly periodicals begin to appear, and while subjected to a 
most depressing censorship, they fail not to add both facts and clues for the 
investigator, Many of these special treatises, annals, and diaries are so rare 
as not to have reached the hands of modern national writers on New Spain 
history, or they have only quite recently been brought to light; others, and 
especially official reports from viceroys, goveraors, judges, prelates, and cor-
porations, exist only in manuscript form, many of tliem unique, 

In the collection of such rare and valuable material I have been exceed-
ingly fortunate, partly through the active aid of friends and agents, and the 
researches of esteemed predecessors in certain portions of iny fields, as Pres-
cott, Squier, Stephens; but also by constaut personal search and effort for a 
period of 30 years, While possessing these advantages over the few His-
pano-American writers who have in a more or less complete manuer sought to 
cover the colonial period, I am not unmindf ul of their meritorious efforts, and 
acknowledge also the aid afforded me by their different views, now in favor 
of Spain, now for Mexico; upholding the cause of some party or order, or 
bringing into prominence some special topic, For the historian must not 
alone sift facts, but look upon them from aU sides and with many eyes, in 
order to arrive at a true statement. 

' lhe leading general chronicler for the sixteenth century was Torquemada, 
and the same position inust be assigned for the seventeenth to Augustin de 
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Vetancurt, also a Franciscan who covered the same field, though in a less 
diffuse manner, and carried his observations onward. He -wrote under orders 
as chronicler of the central Franciscan provincia Santo EvangeUo, a position 
assigned to him for his high attainments. his eloquence as a preacher, and his 
association with Mexico as a curate for 40 years of the ancient Indian parish 
of St Joseph. He was born in that city in 1620, and claimed descent from 
the famous Frenchman, Juan de Bethencourt, conqueror and so-called king 
of the Canaries, whose 'posteridad se estableciô en Espana,' ALoreri, ii, 271. 
On p, 38 of his Trat. Mex., he mentions his relationship to Vetancurt, the 
founder of the Bethlehemite order in New Spain, After jointng the Francis-
cans at Puebla he rose to become member of the provincial chapter and comi-
sario general of the Indies, dying in 1700, after 60 years of zealous lahors, not 
the least of which were in connection with his numerous works, The earUest 
of these according to his own list is Arte de Lengua Jlexicana, ]Mex. 1673, 
one worthy of the pen of so profound an Aztec scholar, There are several 
manuals, sermons, lives of martyrs and apostles, and theologic treatises, enu-
merated in his JLenologio, 144, and tn Pinelo, Epitome, u, 732, 761, 797, 854, 
860, e t c , most of which were published, some in several ecUtions; but the 
leading work is undoubtedly Teatro JLexicano, Descripcion Breve de los Svce<sos 
Exemplares, Ilistor'icos, Politicos, Jliiitures, y Religiosos, Mex. 1697-98, in four 
parts and two volumes folio. The Teatro proper in the íirst volume contains the 
first three parts, Svce.ssos Xaturales. relating to physicial geography and natural 
resources; Svcessos Po iticos, to ancient history and rites, and Srcr.<.<os JliUtan'S 
to discovery of America and conquest of Mexico, The fourth part forms a 
(Ustinct section, pubUshed in 1697 as Chronica de la Provincia dt.1 .Sanfo 
Evangelio de Jlexico, and gives the history of the Franciscans tn New Spain, 
notably of the mother provincia, interspersed with much matter on military 
expeditions, founding of towns, and so forth. To this is appended Jlenologio 
Franciscano, a series of biographies of prominent members of thc order, 
monks and nuns, prelates, oflScers, and 'writers, a few in list form, but mostly 
airanged in the chronologic order indicated by the title, under the date of 
thetr death, A smaller appendix of 56pages, Tratado de la Ciudad cle Jlex' 'o, 
gives an acceptable account of the civil, political, and religious institutions 
of the city, with brief biographies of its noted men, and outlines of the 
rule of each viceroy and archbishop, The last 7 pages relate iu a similar 
manner to Puebla. A reprint of the Teatro, Chronka, and Jlcnologio was 
issued at Mexico I870-I, as volumes vu,-x, of Biblioteca Iberia, in modem 
orthography and with a brief notice of the author. His name appears tn dif-
ferent form; he himseK signs Vetancurt tn Prov. Sto Evang., pt, i, 71, 

He gives quite a respectable list of authorities, printed and in manu-
script, as the sources for the Teatro, but it is only too apparent that he has 
copied or condensed Torquemada's versions for a great part of it, 'Le epi-
toma. . .Betancur, en su Menologia,' observes Pinelo, Epitomc, ii. 7(')L Clavi 
gero also criticises him for this, while acknowledging that lie ' scrisse suUe 
memorie d'AIba' and others, Storia JLess., iu, 75. I t must als,i be confessed 
that he inclines to hasty assumption of facts, without duly wei'^liing proba-
hilities. or caring for accuracy; ' con muy muchas inconsecuencias,'as a writer 
expresses i t iu Papeks Franciscanos, M,S., i, pt. i. 24. On the other hand he 
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indulges in no rhapsodies or soaring elegance with which to obscure his dic-
tion. but is exceedingly plain and clear for his tirae, with a raarked effort at 
conciseness, although the biographies lead hira away at times into trivialitiea. 
Indeed his works may be said to be a condensation of the bulky and verbose 
material of many predecessors, and I gladly jotn with Alegre in recognizing 
the valuc of liis labors, 

Similar in nature to the biographic history of the viceroys in Vetancurt's 
Trtd. Jlrx., is the Cronolog'ia de los \^ircycs, by Diego Panes y Abellan, lieu-
tenaiit-colonel of infantry, MS., 131 folios, which does not add much informa-
tion to the part covered by the preceding work, but carries the account a 
century further, to 1789, ancl serves iii this respect as a useful chock on con-
temporary writers. Another work by the same officer is Extrn.sion iutercsante 
de la Plaza de Vera Cruz, i\IS., 261 pages, 4to, with plans, wherein lie dwells 
ou the plan and necessity for extending the barracks, and improving the means 
for the Iiealth and protection of the troops, With this is interpersed a certain 
amount of historic information, 

The only comprehensive historian of New Spain after Vetancurt is the 
Jesuit father Aiidrc^s Cavo, who was commissioned by the city council of 
Mexico to write the anuals of the capital from the conquest do'wn, While 
complying with this he included also all notable events in the country, based 
partly ou meagre data reniitted by the council to Rome, where hc lived iu 
e.xile as a member of the expelled society of Jesuits, and partly on well known 
standard authorities; hut Iie lacks the far more thorough and reliable facts in 
different diarios, cididus, despatches, and similar niatter from oíficial sources 
or írom eye-witnesses, so tha t his narrative is both raeagre and unsatisfactorj', 
I t is moreover in the form of aunals rather thau philosophic history, though 
attiactivc in its pure simple style, clear jtidgment, and impartiality, In the 
latter respect Cavo goes so far as to praise the integrity of Marqués de Croix 
aii.;I tlie talents of Visitador Galvez, who were leading instmments in his ex-
pulsion; he abstains, however, frora alluding to this episode, and also from 
entering on church affairs, except wheu absolutely needful, His accouut, 
encTing with 1766, was dcdicated to the municipality of Mexico, and passed 
into the hands of Bishop Madrid of Tenagra, after 1794, in which year 
'escrihimos en Roma esta historia, 'as Cavo states, J',-cs ,SigIos, i. 131. He 
was bom at Guadalajara in 1739, and joined tlie society iu his nineteenth year 
tu becorae a missionary among the Indians. At tlie expulsion he formed a 
close friendship with Father Parre o, the influential rector of the coUege of 
Mexico, and shared with him every comfort and discomfort tiU death parted 
them, JJr V'ifa Joscphi Juliani Parrenni, fíuvanensis, Rome, 1792, commem-
orates this intimacy and the virtues of his friend, An intense longtng for 
home had at one time induced both to sever their connection with the society 
with a view to re tum to America, but their wishes were not gratified. 

The well known Mexican writer Carlos ^NIaría Bustamante learaed in 1799 
fiora a brother, Lorenzo Cavo, of Cavo's history, and obtaining the original 
MS. from the prelate Madrid, he caused it to be published at Mexico in 1836 
in 2 volumes, sm. 4to, with additionof notea and certain not very coramendable 
changes, which extended not only to languaji^e as stated, but to interpolations. 
He moreover replaced the original title of Historia Civil y Politica de Mexko 
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with Los Tres Siglos de Jlexico. Two years later appeared its continuation 
by the editor, in two other volumes, from 1767 to 1821, the end of Spanish 
mle in New Spain, just three centuries after the fall of Mexico, based in this 
case on the govemment archives, -with the despatches of viceroys and other 
oíficials, of which he clairas to have examined 280 volumes. I t certainly gives 
the most thorough account so far of the 1767-1800 pcriod, and a very accept-
able one for the following years, and it is writtcn in a more historic spirit, 
though maiTed b y a singular bigotry and effusive patriotism, strongly arrayed 
against the 'Spanish oppressors,' The value of the work has been recognized 
by two reprints of 1852 and 1870, in 4to form. 

Although the material for speeial topics, periods, aucl districts has as a 
mle been comraented upon in appropriate places throughoiit this volume, 
I must here allude to several private diaries which present the daily record 
of events in the capital for about a century, together with frequent mention of 
the more iraportant occurrences in other portions of New Spain. For the 
publication of sorae of the most important we are indebted to the Diario Of 
ficial oî Mexico, in whose rare coUection of Documentos para la Ilistoriu de 
JIcxico, consisting of twenty volumes of various sizes, issued in Mexico, 
1853-7, they are included. Although raention is made of diaries covering the 
period from 1621 to 1647, Robles, Diario, i. p, ii,, the earliest oue which Iias 
been preserved is that of the licentiate Gregorio ]\Iartin del Guijo, presbyter, 
aud secretary of tlie cathedral chapter of ^NIexico City, couiprising tlie period 
frora 1C)4S to 1664, and occupying the first volunie of tlie above coUection. 
I t relates to everv- imagiuable subject, partictilarly within the capital, and 
possesses that value which attaches to the tcstimony of an iutelligcnt cye-
witiicss and contemporarj', notwithstandtng certain defects of style and oeea-
sional omissions, Tlie second diaiy and continuation of the foregoing, hy 
which it was suggested, is tha t of the licentiatc, Antonio de Robles, a 
presbytcr. and member of the coUege of Sau Pcdro of Mexico City, The 
period covered is from 1665 to 1703 inclusive, biit the diary material is for 
thc most part a compilation or copy of otliers; iudeed, Robles ackiiow ledges 
haviiig takcu more tlian lialf from that of tlie liceutiato Diego de Culdcron 
Benavidcs, suppressing some of its details and making some udditions. He 
proposed to add a siimmary of events from the conqtiest down, but no such 
result appears. 

As late as 1849 there existed in tlie library of the university of Mexico a 
manuscript diarj', which according to Aluinau, Disrrt., iii, app, 93, had bcen 
kept by a chaplatn of the hospital vi Jestis of Mexico City. Leaves were 
wanting at both the beginning and end, thc remaining portion compristng the 
periocl from January 1675 to April 1696. Carlos María Bustaraaiite in 1843 
made an abstract, added ntimerous notes and interpolations, which greatly 
impaired its value, and ptiblished the more iuteresting part in the JIu-<co 
JL'.xicano, i. 49 et passim; under the title of Diar'io curioso y esacto de Jitaii 
Anton'ioR'ivera, capellan del hosjiital de Jesus Xazareno de Mexico. In 18,54 
the complcte abstract of Bustamante appeared in Doc Ilist. Jlrx., si^rie 
ii, toin. vi. Why this diary was attributed to Rivera does not appear; for 
although Bustamante calls the author a chaplain of the hospital of Jesus, it is 
stated in Doc Ilist. Mex., that the manuscript had formerly belonged to the 
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Jesuits, but that its author was unknown. Now if the so-called Diario of 
Rivera be compared with that of Robles for the same period, their identity of 
origin is a t once apparent; the manuscript attributed to Rivera is the Diario 
of Benavides mentioned by Robles. 

Owing to the defects of Bustamante's version already noted, that of Robles 
is to be preferred, not only because of its greater fulness, but because the 
editors of the Doc Llist. Jlex. have wisely refrained from any attempt to 
change the original, Tlie style and manner of treatment, which is in the 
usual form of a diary, is the same as in Guijo, I t occupies volumes ii,-iiL of 
Diic. fíist. Jlex., série ii, FoUowing these are the Diario of José Manuel de 
CastroSanta-Auna, extendtngfrom 1752 to 1758, Doc Ili.st. JIcx., sériei. tom. 
iv. -vi.; and the Diario of José Gomez, one of the vice-regal halberdiers, extend-

ig from August 1776 to May 1798, Doc fíi.st. Jlex., série ii, tom, vii, To 
these may be added the Gacetas de Jlexico, with reviews of both domestic and 
foreign events, and the political and local affairs of the capital and the 
proviuces. Toward the end of the century they became permanently estab-
Ushed, after appearing previously for short periods, 

About the iniddle of the eighteenth century the Spanish crown, feeling the 
need of a full and detailed account of the actual extent of its increasing 
domtnions in the new world, and the civil and religious couditiou uf their 
iiihabitants, issued a royal decree dated July 19, I74I, demanding from the 
alcaldes mayores aud justices a complete report on their respective districts, 
The compilation of these data in New Spain was confided by Viceroy Fuen-
clara, to the auditor-general of the department of quicksilver, José Antonio 
de ViUa-Senor y Sanchez. ViIIa-Senor, according to Alcedo, Bib. Am., MS,, 
ii. 1158, was a native of Valladolid in Michoacan, but Brasseur de Bourbourg, 
Bih. Jlex.-Guat., 154, gives Mexico as his birthplace, describtng him as 'un 
mathématicien distingué, un historien exact et un bon citoyen,' ViUa-Senor 
lost no time in begtnning his labors, and published in Mexico the first volume 
of his work in 1746, and the second two years later, under the title of The-
utro Americano, Descripcion, Generai de los Reynos, y Provincias de la Nueva 
Esjjaitu. Aiter a brief and general account of tlie early history of America 
and the Aztecs, with an outline of the physical geography of New Spain, the 
text proper follows, in six parts, corresponding to the six dioceses, with the 
history of their to-wns, parishes, and missions, classified by districts, together 
with some information regarding their relative situations, actual population, 
condition, products, and industries, Voluriie i,, contatning books i,-u., 
•with 382 numbered pages, is devoted to tlie archbishopric of Mexico, and the 
see of Puebla, int^Iuding a full description of the city of Mexico, its pubUc 
buildings, general and local govemment departments, and revenues. The 
second volume is equally divided between the remaining bishoprics. Though 
at the time of its publication this work enjoyed a high reputation for ac-
curacy, it was subsequently found to contain many errors. Alcedo, Bib. 
Am., MS., ii, 1159, Approaching, in its nature, a geographical and historical 
dictionary, it was the first of its kind relating to New Spain; and notwith-
standing its defeets, which later publications have served to rectify, it is in-
valuable for the history of this period, and has been freely used by subsequent 
writers, Villa-Senor is said to have been the author of several other works, 
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Ukewise printed in Mexico, Brasseur de Botirbourg, Bib. Mex. GuaL, 155, but 
I have been unable to find any mention of such works, excepting that given 
by Alcédo, Bib. Am., MS,, ii, 1159-60, entitled Respuesta á la Apohgia, Mex. 
1742, relating to the monopoly of quicksilver. 

About forty years after the publication of the Theatro Americano, there 
appeared in Spain the first general geographical and historical encyclopædia 
of America, the Diccionario Geográfico-LIistorico de las Indius Occidentales tí 
América. Madrid, 1786-9, 5 vols. 4to. The author, Antonio de Alcedo y 
Bexarano, was bom at Quito, during the rule of his father, Dionisio de 
Alcedo, president and captain-general of that province. Retuming to Spain 
Boon after the author's birth, his father was appointed to thc presidency of 
the audiencia a t Panamá, whence he departed in 1742. After studying in 
the Jesuit college of tha t to-wn till 1752, Antonio entered the Spanigh guards 
iu Spain as cadet, and pursued a course of mathematics in the Imperial col-
lege of Madrid, and later that of medicine in thc coUege of Montpellier. A 
few years afterwards he began the coUection and preparation of material for 
his Diccionario, which employed all the time he could spare from his varied 
duties during the next twenty years, Meanwhile he had risen to lieutenant, 
-while still a minor, and took part in the operations against Gibraltar, In 
1784 he received the rank of captain, and later that of colonel, About 1794 
he was appointed political and military goveraor of the city of Alciras, with 
the rank of brigadier-general, In 1800 he rose to that of marescal de campo, 
and in 1802 was made military goveraor of Coruna, 

The Royal Academy of History made him one of its members in 1784, and 
Bubsequently he received similar honors from the society Cantabrica, and that 
of the city of Valencia. Alcedo Bib. ^l,n., MS., i, 27-9. 

For the compilation of liis Diccionario, Alcedo has dra-wn upon a variety of 
Bources. The articles relating to the English and French possessions of 
North America are taken frora the American Gazetteer, Lond, 1762; the 
greater portion of those relating to South Araerica from Coleti's Diziomwio 
Storico-Geogrofico, Venice, 1771; but the information relating to New Spain 
is said to come from over three hundred works on America, in various lan-
guages, In addition to these, numberless documents were examined and 
much information received from intelligent residents of the Indies, to whom 
he submitted his work, The result of these labors was a work whose value 
was immediately recognized, and though in many respects defective when 
compared with later encyclopædias, owing to the numerous valuable authori-
ties used, and now lost or inaccessible, it remains a standard work. The 
desire of stimulattng commerce between Spain and her American possessions, 
by collecting the most full and accurate information possible, was one of the 
chief motives of the author, but this laudable desire was well nigh frustrated 
by the Spanish government, which, in order to prevent this information from 
spreading among foreign nations, ordered the suppression of the work, A few 
copies, however, escaped, but though the work at once became very rare no 
reprint was ever atterapted, owing chiefly, no doubt, to its subsequent tran.^-
lation into English. The gro-wing iraportance of English trade with Ainer-
ica, which had increased enormously since the American revolution, and the 
necessity for more extensive information induced G. A. Thompson, one of her 
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citizens, to undertake the translation, which resulted in the publication in 
1812-15 of five large 4to vols., containtng as nearly as possible a literal trans-
lation of Alcedo, and with many valuable additions, chiefly from the works of 
Morse, jMoIina, Humboldt, Depons, Azara, and oíficial sources. To many 
of the leadiug articles much matter has been added, including statistics in 
thc prcfacc to the first volume; a statistical review of English trade is given; 
Alcedo's glossary of provincial terms has been rcvised and enlarged; various 
improvements Iiave been made in the arrangement and treatment; many 
iiiuceuraeies liave been corrected; and the whole has been supplemented with 
a valuable collection of inaps in a separate volume. 

VVith the object of avoiding the endless repetition of authors in connection 
with the various articles of tlie Diccionario, Alcedo •svrote two separate vol-
ume,-<, containtng bibliographical sketcliesof all the works consulted, towhich 
he gave the title of Biblioteca Americana, tí Catálogo fíistárico de todcs los 
autorcs que han cscrito sohre materias de América en var'ios idiomas, conuna 
nijtic'ta de sus viclas, !MS., foL, 2 vols, This work was never published, and 
but few copies of tlie original are extant, One of these, sent to Mexico in 
1854 by W^iUiam H. Prescott, is now iu my possession, Another manuscript 
work of Alcedo, whose title is given in the foregoing work, is fí'tsto)-ia del 
Rcyno th' Tieri-a F'n-me y Ciudad de Panamâ, desde el afio de 1519, MS,, with 
cuts, 4to, I fincl no mention of this work elsewhere. 

In comraon with other religious provtnces of New Spain, the Franciscan 
province of Zacatecas had its special chronicler. The labors of its friars were 
chiefly confiiicd to that portion of New Spain in which are included the mod-
ern states of Zacatecas, San Luis Potosí, New Leon, Coahuila, Chihuahua, 
Durango, and tlie north-eastcrn part of Jalisco, and were closely identified 
with the conquest and settlement of these regions, All this is related in the 
C/ironica dc la Provincla de X. ,S. P. San Franrisro de Zacatecas, Mex, 1737, 
4t,j, by Friar Jos6 Arlegui, with special attention to the fouudtng of con-
vents and tlie lives aud suffcrings of its members, including descriptions of 
miracles. Arlegtii, wlio was a native of Biscay aud provincial of this prov-
ince in 1725-8, liad in 1736 been appointed chrouiclcr of the provtnce. In 
1819 tlie continuation of the history was dctcrmined iipon, aud Aiitonio Galvez 
was commissioncd for this purpose. He brought tlie history of the province 
dowu to 1828 in thc furra of a list of provincials, on wliose character and rule 
hc dwclls, iutei'spersing hricf accounts of outsidc political and ecclesiastical 
history. This addition with tho title of Ji/cmorias pura la co Uinuacion de la 
Croii.'ica ile la muy rcHgiosa prov'incia de X. S. P. San Francisco de las Zaca-
tecus, acoj)iail'> •jnr Fr. Ant'.nio Gcdccz, aito de 18,27, was added to a new 
edition of thc formcr work published iu I85I, the paging running continu-
ously throughout. 

Araong iny rarest provincial histories is that of religious labors in Oajaca 
by Fathcr h rancisco de Burgoa, identified with the district by birth and by 
life-Iong woik in its missionary field, He had joined the Dominican order 
thcre in 1620, and succceded twice in reaching the chair of provincial, be-
feides representing the provincia at Roine in 1656, He also acted for the inqui-
sition, and lived latterly as guardian of Huaxolotitlan and other conventa 
dying at an advanced age tn I68I, Several writings of his were published, 
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but the most iraportant is the Palestra Historical de Virtvdes, y Exemplarc.<, 
Mexico, 1670, 269 foUos, followed in 1674 by a second part under the title of 
Geografica Descrípcion.. .de esta Provincia de Predicado)-es de Anteqvera, 423 
folios and a supplement, in two voluraes, both devoted to the history of Do-
minican missions, and the lives of the friars, iuterspersed with numerous 
details on the aucient history, rites, and reUcs of the Zapotecs and adjoining 
tribes. I t is the only source of any value for the history of tliis important 
province; yet it is so rare even in Mexico as to have been overlooked by 
several bibliographers. An engraved page representing a portal with a num-
ber of statues, astronomic signs, and other elaboration, precedes the title-
page. The printing is in double columns, and rather crudc. The diction is 
flowery and verbose, with the superabundance of religiotis matter to be cx-
pected from such a pen, and the phraseology is obscure, rendering i t on the 
whole \ery troublesome to glean facts; but these are faults of the time, as 
much as of the man, wlrose pious biographies do justice to his fratemal zeal, 
if not to his judgmeut, and whose curioiis aiiuals rotise oiir interest. 

The crowning figure in tlie bibliographic series for the later colonial period 
is undotibtedly Friedrich Heinrich Alexander von Humboldt, whose weU 
known work on New Spain forms a review of its condition a t the most ad-
vanced period, the first exliaustive account of the kind ever given, and tha t 
by oueof a foreign race, liithertoso jealously excluded frommaktng inquiries. 
The exemption granted in this case was due greatly to Humboldt's fanie as a 
scientist and traveller, which had paved the way to favor a t a court roused in 
a measure to the liberal reqtiirements of the age. He early displayed a taste 
for botany and kindred subjects, and was allowed full liberty for his incltua-
tion at the university of Gôttingen, at that time preéminent for scientific 
studies. His rapid advancement iu these and other branches can be ti;iced 
greatly to the influence of a noble-minded mother, on whom had devoh-ed his 
entire care since his tenth year, owing to the death in 1779 of his father, 
a major in the army and chamberlain at the Berlin court. At GottÍDgeu 
Humboldt formed a friendship with George Forster, companion of the navi-
gator Cook, which gave impulse to an iunate love for travelling, and 
henceforth his reading was especially directed to prepare hiin for scientific 
exploration, while a series of contributions on subjects ranging from physics 
to philosophy gave evidence in his twentieth year both of his profundity 
and the variety of his attainments. In 1792 lie had accepted a position in 
the mining department with a \iew to advance his studies, but cUspIayed 
such raarked ability as to obtatn rapid advancement, as well as iraportant 
commissions. In 1795 he undertook a scientific tour through S'witzerland and 
Italy, prepared shortly after to join the projected ctrcumna'vigation party un-
der Baudin, but drifted to Madrid and was in-vited to select Spanish America 
as a field for investigation. He accordtngly left Coruna in 1799, accom-
panied by the botanist Bonplaud, overran successively Nueva Andalucia, 
Spanish Guaiana, and Cuba, estabUshed the existence of a connection between 
the Orinoco and Amazon, and began in 1801 the celebrated exploration of the 
Andes, crowned by an ascent of Chiraborazo, and complemented by observa-
tions on the trausit of Mercury, on the sources of the Amazon, and on the 
fertiUzing properties of guano. 

Hi8T. M E X . , VOL. III. 33 
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In 1802 he left Callao for Acapulco, still accompanied by Bonpland, who 
attended to botanical researches, The letters of Minister Urquizo procured 
him in New Spain as elsewhere the attention and cooperation of the highest 
officials, and he was enabled to make investigations connected not alone with 
the abstract and concrete sciences, which formed liis chief uim, but with the 
political and economic condition of the country hitherto so jealously veUed, 
During a stuy from March, IS03, till the same month in the following year, he 
mude trips in differeut directions, enihraeing the mining districts of Real del 
]\íonte, (Tuanajuuto, and Zueatecus, the agricultural regions of Michoacan, 
aud huck past the snow-crowiied volcanoes Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl to 
t ie uboriginal eciiter uf Cholula with it funious pyramid, and thence to the 
miasmatic gtilf-shore, directing his penetrating observatioiis on ancieut and 
inodern societj^, on mouldering ruins and unfolding elements of a higher cul-
ture, on siiperaal phenomena and subterranean forais, all tlie more interesting 
stnce iu connection with his southern explorations, they formed the hase for 
several branches of seience, to which he lays claim us founder, notably in 
meteorology and physical geography, He returned to Eiirope in 1804, and he-
gan soon after at Paris, with aid from different ciuarters, to prepare for pubU-
cation the fruit of his remarkable tour, a task occupying a great part of his 
attcntiou for over 20 years, and intimately connected with other works of 
ciieyclopædic lunge wliich flowed from his ever busy pen, and procured him a 
fame almost iinrivalled in scientific annals, 

Tlie results of his American jouraey were given to the world in Voyacje aux 
r jioits ciju'tnoxiales du noiiveau cont'airnt, J'ait dans Ics années 1799 â 1804, 
divided tnto six parts in 30 íolio and quarto volumes, and erabracing such sec-
tiuus as licluJiOii Ilistoriijae, l'ues des Cordillcrcs, Atias, Examen critirjuc de 
fhi.stoirc dc lu giogrujj/i'ie <lu nouveau coidinent, spoken of in connection with 
iiiy Suiir iury cf Crogruj)/iirul Kvowledge antl Div'ivery, Ilist. Cent. Am., i., 
and E's.sai Politique sur le Royaume de la Xouvc le E.spagnc, Paris, 1811, 2 
vols,, the rest relating especially to natural history, geology, metcorology^ 
accompanied by maps and drawings, iSIost of these and other works have been 
translated tnto differcnt languagcs, and issued iu many editions, both com-
plete aud abhrcviated. My reniarks must for the present be confined to the 
Essui Poi'iticjvr, as the only section which relates particularly to New Spain. 
I t is dedicated to Carlos IV., as his patron in this instance, and has a valu-
able atlas. After au introductory explanation of the maps, it opens with 
physicul geogiuph} and its bearing on agriculture and other industries, and 
proceeds to treat of populaticm, the causes which affect births and deaths, 
notably epidemic diseases, and characteristics and conditions of the races and 
caste..,. Then follows a dcscription of the different intendencias and provinces, 
their extent, resources, and leading towns; the second volume with the three 
last directions is devoted respectively to agriculture and mines, commerce 
and manufactures, revenue and defences, followed by two supplements of 
notes and additions. Like many other parts of Humboldt's work, this was 
lii.^t issued tn sections from 1808-11, as noticed in Edinburgh Rev., -Vpril 
IsIO, and November I b l l , the first complete edition being the folio before 
me of 1811. I have also the tirst German issue of 1809-14 in 5 vols,, 8vo, 
and EngUsh and Spanish editions, those of later date containing additions. 
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The value of the work is recognized not so rauch in thc many re^irints, as in 
the extensive use made of it by laterwriters, hardly auy oiie attcinptiiig to con-
Bult earlier authorities for the field covered; aud indeed they coulcl not have 
done better, for it is with rare exceptions iiot only fuU aiid accurate, based ou 
oíficial data freely placed before the author, but it iiiuj' bc cul cd the first 
coraprehcnsive and philosophic treutise of tlie kind on New Spain. Neverthe-
lcss it is not exhaustive, and it rarel}' gues back lieyoud the Lcneiation of 
Humboldt 's time for statistics or historie informutiun. a circumstance over-
looked by many a hasty and ungratefiil borrower. For niy purpose^, though 
the scopc is broad, tlic work Iias served merel\ as an aid to fill eertaiii gups. 
None the less do I uckno\^ ledge my oblig;iti,)iis to tlie iese;uelies of this truly 
great man, the fîrst to uulock the Spaiiish colonies to fuieiiiii investigators, 
and I heartily join my voice to the applause stiU i inying to his memory. 

Herewith I give broader references to some authorities consulted for the 
preceding chapters: Ccdtthtrio. MS., i. 69, 90, 152-4, 179-97, 204; iii. 23, 49, 
61-4, 129; iv. 24-5, 15S-9; l'irrycs dr JIcx., Insfruc, MS., pussim; On/n s 
<k la Corotia, MS., i. 5-6, 45-50, 134; iii. 12, í'2, :,.'j-7. 79-80. I'28-30, 158, 
I77-S0; V, 1-54, 133; vi, 63-76; Concilios P,-ov., MS., i. l-,-!G9; iL, passim; 
iii. 63--203; iv. 69 ct scq,; licutcs (Jrdeucs, i. •i:)A-'>; ii, I - I7 , .'>U.J-;io; iv., 
passiui; viii. 16, 24, 211-15; Iitstruccion \'ircijr<, 29, 97, U)-t--204; Ii'"'^s 
Ccdttlus, MS., i. 8-10, ^.''-O, 105-6; u. 58-6.3, 15.'!-!), 172-3, 237; fírr'd/a 
Gitjrjit), Instruc, iMS., i., jjassiin; ii. 1-8, 80-100; Id., Iitstruc, 1-35.",; /(/ . , 
licsidcncin, MS., pussiiu; /(/., Bandos, passiui; Id., Soli ittitcs Exequl'is, 1-91; 
BranciJ'orfe, Iitstrvc. M.S., ]3-.">(i; Azni.zu, ín.<truc, M.S., passiin; Puj,c!cs,lr 
Jcsu'tlus, M,S., 5; Li uns, In<fruc, MS., píissini; I'ancs, Vireycs, M.S., ,14, 
82, 119; ('rrfijirucioii dc lus Mrrcclrs, Ms. . .:..'!-,-,, ]i;)-2í); Jlalinu, C/iroii. S. 
D'ietjo, 234; Pujnlcs Erunciscunos, ]MS., 221, 313-15; VdJu-Sc tor, J'hnxtro, i, 
33-6, 53-61; Prorideucias litulis, MiJ, 32, 2(!4-5; CtiHc, Mnn. ij Xof., 38-45, 
157, 161-2, 181-3; Inirntlrnfrs, íirrd (JrJcnunzu, ,347-410; Di</,o.si<''ioncs ]'<t-
rias, passim; Gonzuhz Di'vila, J'ccttro Ecirs., i. 274; J'ori/uc iudti, i. 298-3-04, 
620-1; Alcijfc, fíist. Comp. ,l<stis,i. 38-40; iL 73 4; iii, 107-8; Sijtintza y 
Gtíngora, ('aria,al .\Imirante, MS., 4-9, 37; / ' / . , I'nraij<o, Occitl., 2.")-32; Pa-
checo and Cúrtlnias, Col. Doc, iv. 136^0, 36.'í; Jircoji. dc Jnd'tus, i. 567 et 
secp; Col. Doc Inéd., xxxi. 496-502; Cortts, Llist. X. E.sp., .-14-5; Doc. Ilist. 
Mex., série i, tom. L, iL, passim; / ' / . , série ii. tom. vi. 5-96; tom. vii., 
passiin; Alaman, Dise,-t., iu. 6-2-85. 239-44, 262-4, 296, 390-1; /,/., IJisi. 
McJ., i. 8 e t s e q , ; ii, 1-2; iv, 724; v, 9.56; Coion, Jvz<,/( los JUidans^ ii. .j-_';!-. 
60; iii,, iv,, passini; Carfus tle Ltdias, 272, 791-2; Doc. Eclcs. JIcx., MS., L 
1-52; Currirdo, E.sttttiios Ilist., ii. 107; \'cfuncvrt, C/tron. Suu Eruitg., 31-48, 
67-9, 81-3; Id., J'raf. JI<x., 1-5, 34-45; llclci '. Recop., L, passini; ii, S(i, 
332-5; Goiiiez, Diario, passim; Prcsitlios, lirgluirtcnf'i, Í-132; liohlts, Dicn^io, 
passiin; Jlorfi, Col. Doc, MS., 8-'26, 211-39; Arrai joiz, Jlcx., i. 33-4; Mon-
umentos Domen. E.sj,., .VhS., pussini; (JuiJ", IJiurio, 8 ct seq.; A,^roniz, Ili.sf. y 
Cron., 150-5; Jlota l'ailillu. Coiiq. X. GuL, 3-18, 177; Bustamuntc, Cuad. 
fíist., i. 10-11; Id., Ejtii riJrs. i. 33; Id., Jlcd las /'ucijictuion, MS., u. 
63-4; /( / . , \'ozde laPrttriu, iii. 7-8, '24; ViUa,-roeI, Enfcrmrdadis, .55, I I I -14 , 
163-72; Jloittcmayor, Svmarios, 3-9_, 184-91; Cdrios III., licaics Excqidus, 
1-33; Id., IV., Bnve liclac'ton, ]iassiiii; Colon dc Larriátcgui, Jitzijuilos, l -
466; Alzafe, Gaceta, i. 71-7, 166-7, -231-4, 365; u, 82 et seq,; ui. 1-3, 46-8, 
453-62; iv. passtm; Liivcru. fílst. jaiajin, i. 67, 142-210; Ortiz, Jlex. Lidcji. 
Libre, 79-80, 159-222, 485-535; Pina,-t, CoL Doc Jlex., 463-4; Orozc" y 
Berra, Jlem. Ciiid. JIcx., 171-2, I94-'206; Lacunza, Discursos Hist., iio. 
ixxvi . 513-35; Palafox y Mendoza, El Vcnerab. Senor, 23; Jlaycr's Jlex. 
Azt., i. 96 et seq,; Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 264-5; ii, 2-12, 65-83; ui. 87-9, 
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93-8, 166-2-25; Sosa, Episcop. Mex., 192-205; HumboldL E.'isai PoL, i. 
4^7, 145-237, 273; u. 811-36; Id., New Spain, ii, 3, 61, 138; iv, 247-76, 
32'2-3; Id., Tablas Estad., MS,, 7-40, 65-6; / / , , Vosuch., iL 25-130; 
V. 30-51, 61-8; Soc Jlex. Geog., Bohtin, i. 49-50; u, 5-8, -24, 35-6, 76; 
iv. 19; viiL 164-6; Id., 2da ép,, L -24-2-3; iL 576-7; iu, 307, 314; Id., 3ra 
cp., ui, 111-12; Beristain de Sousa, Cunfos, passiin; (Juc, ra, lirvur X. Esp., 
i. -266, 2SI-3; Sinion, .Srrmoit, 1-30; J'orrcnfc, licfol. Ilisjitin'ta, i. 6-11; 19; 
Zt'nliga y 0., Calcnt/tn-'to, 29-37, 8-2-107, 120-36, 149-50; Leon, Ejjjlica-
cion, passim; Id., Iluslrarion, 1-40; Rodriguc-., E.fpress 'lcl Dolor, passim; 
Bucurtii, RegIame,ito, 1-32; l^arga,;, Carta, pussim; Cedula, Atjosto 21, 
l'iOU, 1-7; Banti, Oraciou, 1-40; J'uritrr'to, licubs Excrju'ius, passim; Ditirio, 
Jlex., i. 9I--2, 303, 337; iL 67 et seq., iu. 19, 70-1, 368; iv. 7-8, 417-20; \-. 
99 e t seq . ; vi. 12, 16, 21-'20, 219-91; viL 48, passim; viu. 112, 139^1 ; ix. 
15ÍÍ-60, 3I9--2U, 465, 548; x. 1-2, 37-44, 401-2; xi. 467-70; xu. 200, 345-6, 
631-4, 726; xiii. 167-70, 173-9, 505-6; Lefevre, Doc Jlaxim., i. 388-9; Rivera, 
Gobernuntcs de Jíex., i. 37, 63, 108, 144 et seq,; Jlexico, Bosquejo RevoL, 8; 
Id., Cuadcnio, 40; /(/. , (Jircular sohre X'.mh., AiS., iJussim; Id., Extractos de 
Crt/ulus, MS., 13-33; Id., Inj'ormr, 9; Id., Jlcmoria Cuerra 1840,9-11, 37-9; 
/( / . , Jlemoria liclaciones IJJu, 8-9; Id., Xotes o>i, 94, I I3- I4 , 234; Id., Xot. 
Ciud. Jlex., 28, 178-88; / ( / , (Jrdcnanzas, 1-62; Id., Pror'id. Diocesanas, MS., 
passim; Id., Regla Linea Front., 28-9; Ho<j,itul de ia Troj)a, Insfruc, 1-15; 
Gonzaicz, Col. N. Leon, 149-50; Gttia de Hacknda, ii. 129-40; Id., Forasteros 
1107, 15()-83; Custillo, Urucion Pancg., 1-37; West Indies, DescrípL, 60-4; 
Jlodern Traveller, Jlex. and Gi if., i. 4; Pinkerton's Jlodern Geog., iii. 160-6; 
Zcncero, Rev. JICJ:., 20; Ancona, iJist. Yuc, ii, 273—1, o62-5; iu, 432, 449; 
Casans, (Jracion Fánchre, passini; .Sjjunish Einjjirc in Ain., 11-2-14; Pike's 
Explor., 377-85; Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., iu, 371-9; vi. 190-205, 229-55; Gal-
vez, Informe Jlanjutis, 17-18, 54-60, 186; Id., Oracion Fú,iehre, l - l l ; Yuca-
tan, Estcu/. Tahia, 3 et seq,; Cayarre's, Hist. Louis, 164-6; Conde yOqunido, 
(Jrticion, 1-37; Zavala, Rev. Mex., 30; Pap. Var., v. 55--6; xxxui,, passim; 
XXXV, II et seq,; Ixxi\. 1-12; cxxii. 29-73; cxlix. 19-20; ccx'viL, passim; 
Colcccion de Ij'turios, 225-40; Leon, La Est'irjjr, 1-27; Respuesta al Pajjcl, 
17-18; Plufi'ros, ObeUsco, 1-5; Reglamento, Instruc Presid., 1-132; JIu<eo, 
JJex., i. 3U4-9, 353-s, 393-402; iu. 212-16, 397-406; iv. 92-5, 119-20, 259-
-55, 52.5-35; Willie, Xoticia fíac, 4-5; ArriIIaga, Recop. 1834, 14*2-89; 1835, 
3-6, 29S-3U0, 323-4; Esca,niUa, Not. Cur. de (hiat., 40, 60-1; Areralo, Lau-
dalio Ft'iiehr'is, I-3I; L'scutJcro, Xo . Soti., 63, 70-1; Viagero, Univcrsid, xxvL 
253-330,343-4,355-72; xxvii. 51-86, 196-9, "247-9; Rocha, Cod jo Xic, ú. 
30; Lc-do de TeJcuJa, Apunt. llist., 301-62; Gonzulez, CoL Doc N. Leon, 
149-50; Juarros, Compcid'io Guat., -267-70; Gar.cta Jlex., i . -xL, passim; 
Zamacois, Ilist. JKJ., v., passim; vi, 9-55, 74, 555-9; vu. 49, 785; 'vui. 49; 
X, 1296, 1373; Yountfs H'ist. Mtx., 63; San Salvador, El SentimierUo, 1-39; 
Cavo, 'T-res Sigios, ii. 173-85; iu. 7-92; Granados, Tardes Am., 439-85. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICIAL SYSTEMS. 

1500—1800. 

P E C U L I A B F E A T U R E S O F S P A N I S H C O L O N I E S — T H E S U P R E M E A U T H O R I T y — 

DlVISION OF THE I N D I E S — P R O V I X C I A L G O V E R N M E N T — M U N I C I P A L I T I E S 

—LocAL ADMINISTRATION—INDIAN COMMUNITIES—OFFICE-HGLDI.NÍC, R E -

STRicTiGNS AND REQUISITES—SALABLE POSITIONS—VANITY AND PRECE-

DENCE—NEW SPAIN, EXTENT AND DIVISIONS—OFFICE.S AND DUTIKS OF 

THE V l C E B O Y — P o M P , P R I V I L E G E S , A N D P A Y — V l C I S S I T U D E S AND J L H I . S -

DICTION OF THE AUDIENCIA—OlDOKES' T A S K S A N D H O N O R S — D l F F E U E N T 

I N S T A N C E C O U R T S — C O S T L Y L l T I G A T I O N — C A U S E S O F C R I M E — P crLI.VB 

AND SE-VT KE PUNISHMENTS—AT THE SCAFFOLD. 

THE Spanish possessions in America partook of the 
Roman colony features in being acquired by conquest, 
held as integral parts of the state, and used greatly 
for the benefit of certain classes; yet they preseuted 
many peculiarities. The conquest was performed 
chiefly by private venture impelled by immediate gain; 
the sovereign stimulated by similar allurements step-
ping in to reap the iiiore solid acquisitions, without 
fostering them by any special encourag(.iiient to im-
migration. The title to the Indias Occidentales, 
under which term were embraced the transoceanic 
domains of Spain, including the Philippines,^ rested 
nominally on the grant of Pope Alexander V I . to the 
Catholic sovereign; and by virtue of this, Charles V. 
formally declared them incorporated in the crown of 
Castile inalienably.^ All r ight to lands, all control 

^ 'Comen^ados á contar por . . . tretnta y nueve, 5 por quarenta Grados de lon-
gitud Occidental del Meridiano de Toledo, que es por la Boca del Rio Maia on; 
i por la Oriental, por la Ciudad de Maláca.' Herrera, Descrip. Ind., 2. The 
question is more fully discussed in Jlorelli, Fasti No-vi Orbis, 281-3, yet with 
the conclusion, ' linea demarcationis, nondum definitum est, ' 

^ Text of decree in Recop. Ind., i. 523. 
( 517 ) 
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over natives, all political power, remained with the 
king, who kept jealous guard over his prerogatives, 
resolved to exact for himself and his favorite subjects 
every beneíit, and went to the extreme of placing on 
C(donial thought and enterprise restrictions which have 
gencrall}^ been condemned as tyrannical. 

B u t Spaniards felt not the yoke. While loving to 
rule, they preferred also to be ruled. The nobles had 
trained them in loyalty, so much so that they readily 
responded to the appeals of the sovereign to aid in 
humbling the nobility who interfered too much with 
the free sway of the sceptre. For this they received 
among other privileges a r ight to popular representa-
tion, but it was not long ere the astute Charles, with 
the aid of the church, managed to wrest from the 
communities all power to interfere in state govern-
ment, and to assume for himself supreme control, 
which extended also over the church.- Still the 
sovcreigns were ever devoted to thefaith, and so were 
ready to be guided by philanthropic prelates and sage 
(ounsellors. No country indeed can point to a code 
superior for general benevolence and wisdom. Its 
rhief defects must beattributed to the mania at Mad-
rid for cxccssive govcrni.ng, and to the sway allowed 
to íb( ling over staid judgment and determination in 
dictating and enforcing it, no less than to the constant 
pTossure for money at court, for vvhich so much was 
saci ihccd, While selfish iii its restrictions against 
forcigii clcineiits, likc thc churcli the supreme author-
jty was sympathetic and leniciit within limits, and it 
lo')! ed with paternal care to thc intcrcsts of all con-
ceriicd, wlicthcr S})aiiiards, Indians, or mixed breeds, 
altliough the íirst vvere naturally regarded vvith 
spc-ial l'avor If greedy officials circumvented the 
lavvs aiid uscd thcir power for opprcssiou, the lower 
classcs who sufíered were ready enough to recognize 
the good intentions of the government, Thus for cen-
turics its control remained unquestioned, even by the 
parties which at times presumed to rise against the 
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viceroy; and thus it was able to carry out as late as 
1767 such extraordinary measures as the expulsion of 
the Jesuits without serious trouble. 

The administration of the different dominions of 
Spain resided in different councils, which possessed 
also legislative power and werc vvholly independent of 
each other, subject only to the sovereign who conferred 
with his ministers and his royal and supreme council 
of Castile. Thus the transoceanic j)0>>cssions vvere 
intrusted to the supreme council of thc Indics, holding 
permanent sessions at Madrid, I t s jurisdiction cx-
tended to every department, civil, military, ecclesias-
tic, and commercial, with particular attention to the 
welfare of the Indians, and with the existinii' laws in 

. . . ^ 

Spain for guidancc in framing cédulas, which together 
with royal decrees formed the laws for Ainerica. I t s 
power correspoiided to the vast extent of territory con-
trolled; for 1)y it viceroys and governors were made 
and unmade, also patriarchs and bishops, even the pope 
having here to submit for approval his bulls and bricfs 
concerning tlie Indies.^ 

For purpose of government the possessions werc 
divided into viceroyalties, provinces of audiencias, of 
chancillerías reales, and of royal officials, adelantami-
entos, gobernaciones, alcaldías mayores, corregimi-
entos. alcaldías ordinarias and of liermandad, town 
consejos of Spaniards and Indians; and for spiritual 
administration into sees, parishes, religious provinces, 
and other divisions, vvhich were intended to conform 
to the temporal boundaries.* Wi th the discovery of 
new abuses among the ever transgressing officials, new 
officers were created, thus forming wheels within 
wheels for watching wtitchers and carrying out the 
king's will. This division was the growth of centuries, 
and embraced tovvard the end of Spanish domination 
the four viceroyalties of Peru, New Spain, Nevv 

' F o r the histfjiyand mles of thisbody see Hist. Cent. Amer., i. 280-2, this 
series. 

* As (leclared hy supreme order of 1571. Sees were to conespond to gub-
eraatorLal i ((jsinee-, and so forth, icinc.sul, Ilist. Chijapa, 53-2. 
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Granada, and Buenos Ayres , a number of more or 
less independent captain-generalcies, and twelve au-
diencias, including those a t Santo Domingo and 
]\lanila.^ 

The provinces of royal officials were merely revenue 
districts, whose heads received their appointment from 
the king, and administered their office under a certain 
supervision from the viceroy and governors attending 
their councils; yet they were responsible only to the 
finance tribunal of the viceregal capital, and this again 
reported direct to Spain.^ Adelantamientos was an 
carly term for gubernatorial districts, generally of un-
defined limits, to be extended by further conquest. 
Gobernaciones vvere the provinces of governors who 
usually held also the office of captain-general, and at 
the audiencia capitals acted as presidents of this body. 
Over them the audiencias had a passive supervision 
with active interference only in judicial matters,'^ and 
the viceroy could control them only in a limited de-
gree as royal representative. In 1786 the guberna-
torial districts were replaced b}' intendencias, undcr 
intendentes, who combined in themselves the political, 
judicial, financial, and military control, assisted bj' 
an asesor.^ Their subdeleo-ados exercised in countv 
capitals similar jurisdiction iii subordinate degree, 
rcplacing gradually alcaldes mayores and corregidores 
wlio had for nearly three C'onturies been ruling as dis-
trict or county magistrates, with political and eco 
nomic supervision, sometimes indeed as governors 
These minor rulers also were appointed chiefly by tlie 

*The creation, jurisdiction, and composition of each may be found in 
Recop. de Ind., i. 323 ct seq.; Zamora, B'ib. Leg. Uit., i. and passim. 

® As will be explaiued in tlie chapter on finance, 
' Florida was subject to no audiencia, owing to its distance. 
^As cxplaincd in another chapter, 
* The alcaldcs mayores of New Spain under Cortés were merely intrusted 

with judicial matters, as we liave seen; later those of San Luis Potosí and 
othcr places acted also us lieutenants for captain-generals, and excrcised in 
other respccts the dnties uiid cercmonies of goveinors, The term therefore 
does not always convey a clear idea of what the dignity consisted. Corregi-
dores were intended to replace encomenderos when the Indians fell to the 
crown, as cxplained in II'iJ. JIcx., ii, 329-30, but alcaldes mayores undertook 
Bimilar duties. 

9 

m 
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king, and enjoyed therefore a certain independence, 
acting in a degree as spies on one another and on their 
superiors. This policy of subdivision of authority 
and mutual watch, which could not fail to strengthen 
the control of the supreme government, was prompted 
partly by the distance of the colonies, and precipitated 
by the ambition and quarrelsome disposition of the 
early governors. Whenever unsatisfactory reports 
came in concerning any governor or inagistrate, the 
India Council, or its higher representatives, at once 
despatched a visitador to hold investigation and sub-
mit the result, although at times he had power to 
carry out reforms and penalties on the spot. Usually, 
however, the only investigation needed was the resi-
dencia demanded at the end of his term from ever}" 
official with any jurisdiction.^ 10 

Municipal government was vested chiefly in alcaldes 
and regidores, of whom large cities had two and twelve 
respectively, and ordinary tovvns two and six. In 
minor places many of these offices remained vacant, 
partly owing to the interference of governors and 
their lieutenants who wished to retain sole control.^^ 
In other places the alcaldes were mere figure-heads, 
At the founding of a town the municipality was 
elected for one year; ^̂  after that the regidor positions 
in most places were sold, always with preference for 
meritorious persons and descendants of conquerors. 
The duties of the alcalde, wlio could appoint asesores 
to aid him, was to take cognizance in first instance of 
criminal and civil cases, appeals being made to city 
council, alcalde mayor, governor, or audiencia. He 

^"As fully explained in Ilist. Ce,d. Am., i. 250-1, this series. See also 
Recop. Ind., i. 344, 368, 512, u, 163 et seq, 

11 Revilla Gigedo states that only 28 towns in New Spain had two alcaldes 
to'ward the end of the eighteenth century, Instruc, 18. Some places had 
increased the nuraber to three, but this was checked. 

1* None to be reêlected witliin two years. Iii one place the Recop. Ind., 
ii. 31, 129, has i t three years. The district govemor or his superior confirraeci 
the election. In the Provincias Internas the raiUtia captains were in later 
tiraes made perpetual alcaldes, the lieutenants regidores, and sergeant pro-
curador. 
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also, assisted by a regidor, gave tariffs to sliops and 
taverns in towns where no governor resided, and in 
such towns also he presided over the council, a privi-
lege otherwise belonging to the governor, or alcalde 
mayor, or their lieutenant. None of these presidents 
had a vote in the assembly, or could interfere in muni-
cipal administration. Honorary regidores and com-
munal deputies were, toward the end of the last 
century, given a place in councils, as in Spain, after a 
stubborn resistance on the part of the perpetual muni-
cipality. They could be elected, every second year, 
from the trading class.^^ Other prominent officials, 
partly chosen from the regidores, partly elected from 
citizens, although not fully represented in every town, 
were the alférez real, who carried the banner, the 
procuradores and sindicos, usually lawyers, who rep-
resented the council in legal matters, and made collec-
tions, the treasury officers, and the alguacil mayor, or 
shcriff, who could appoint lieutenants and prison-keep-
ers, and had to carry out the orders of governors and 
alcaldes wúthout meddling with the alguaciles, or 
police.^* 

A t the election of alcaldes the municipality chose 
two alcaldes de mesta, whose duty it was to preside 
over the semi-annual council of live-stock holders, and 
to attend to regulations concerning domestic animals.^' 
Municipal funds were derived primarily from lands 
set aside for each town when founded,^^ sometimes 
certain fines could be appropriated; and for urgent 
public works, suits at law, appointment of agents, and 
the like, contributions might be levied by the magis-

1' Rcvilht Gigedo, Instruc, 35-6. The other regidores could not engage in 
trade. Their duty was to supervise markets, sliops, streets, movements of 
population, and the like. In case of death the alcalde was succeeded by a 
regidor. 

'^These were appoiuted by govemors, alcaldes mayores, or alcaldes, 
and existed also in Iiidian viUages, where alguaciles mayores did not figure. 

i-'The councils were licld on January 16th and August 31st, in conveuient 
placcs, and must be attended by at least íive hermanos de la mesta, a dignity 
to which ev, ry owner of 300 head of small stock and 20 mares or cows was 
entitled. lirroji. Ind., ii, 135-8, 

'"^For tliis and other features connected with formation of towns see Hist. 
CeiU. Am., i. 496-8, this series. 

J 
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trate for amounts not exceeding fifteen thousand 
maravedís. Audiencias could cxtend the levy to tvvo 
hundred pesos, but anything above this amount re-
quired royal sanction. Lands and certain other prop-
erty vvere leased at auction, and the rents intrusted 
to depositarios, whose books were usually inspected 
by an oidor.^' Drafts for ordinary expenses were 
issued by magistrates and council.^^ The city liad 
eight cuartel districts, five of which were adminis-
tered judicially by the five alcaldes del crímen of the 
audiencia, and the remaining three by the alcaldes 
ordinarios and the corregidor, subject to whom were 
four petty vvard alcaldes in each district, created in 
later times. There existed also a special patrol, and 
lighted streets, although the latter feature was sc-
cured only until a comparatively recent date, and 
after many efforts.^^ 

About the same time, 1790, fire-engines were made 
for the public offices, and regulations issued for the guid-
ance of the people called to assist at fires, vvith premiums 
for the first leaders of gangs who obeyed the bell sig-
nals of the watchmen in the church towers. Before this 
the neighbors hurried pell-mell to the scene, and friars 
and clergy came with images and relics, some of which 
were even cast into the fire with a view^ to awe tlie 
flames into submission.^^ Among this crowd of psalm-
singers and frantic helpers, thieves found good oppor-
tunities while pretending to render aid. 

î  Fieles executores shared in certatn trusts and supervised the honesty of 
dealers, particularly in provisions. 

i^Drafts on these funds must not exceed 3,000 maravedís, and salaries 
could not be assigned thereon without superior permit; yet they could be 
drawn upon for royal celebrations—not for the reception of prelates and other 
dignitaries. Yet miich money was spent on suits and display. 

i 'Under Revilla Gigedo's energetic mle. Since 1776 repeated orders had 
corae to enforce street lighttng, first on the part of well-to-do citizens and 
ehopkeepers, later by systematic levies on the part of tlie ward alcaldes. AU 
this failing, the city council was given the control, and lamps werc erected at 
a cost of 35,429 pesos, the annual expense for oil and labor being about 
24,000 pesos, covered by a tax of three reals on each cargo of flour, which 
yielded 36,000. Eight corporals supervised the lighting, lieviJla Gigedo, 
I/istmc , 71 -3 , The ordinary revenue of the city came to nearly half a million. 
Id., 38, ViUa-Senor specifies different sources and amounts. Teatro, i. 53-6. 

"̂ Id., 73-4; Guijo, Diario, in Doc IJist. Jlex., série i, tom. i, 412-13, 
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Regulations for Indians, as we have repeatedly seen, 
w'cre full of liberal, benevolent, and as a rule wise meas-
ures, though misapplied by rapacious or negligent offi-
cials. More consideration was shown for the faults of 
the natives; special exemptions were granted from 
taxes, and many privileges extended, as if in regard 
for their primary right to the soil, and their poverty, 
and as if they were less responsible beings. The 
quality of this consideration has no parallel in the his-
tory of colonization; there is a pure charity, a tender 
humanity about it, vvhich we look for in vain among the 
other nations of christendom. The encomienda system 
had been gradaally abolished, and liberty granted to 
the Indians freely to dispose of their labor; yet ad-
vantage continued to be taken of their poverty and 
ignorance, to abuse them, and practically to maintain 
them in slavery, notvvithstanding the many strict laws 
against advancing money or effects, or otherwise to 
plåce them under binding obligation. The alcaldes 
mayores and corregidores placed to protect them were 
only too often their chief oppressors, who relentlessly 
cxacted the tribute from which they obtained a per-
centage, and who sold to them by compulsion useless 
goods at exorbitant rates. The establishment of inten-
dencias had for its object the reforiu of these abuses, 
and improvement certainly took place. The effort to 
congregate them iiito villages, particularly near mines 
and settlements, was still carried on, partly to promote 
their culture by means of priests and example, partly for 
advancement of colonization and increase of state rev-
enue, the frequent practice of introducing laborers from 
a distant province being objectionable in many ways. 

In the villages so formed no strangers must be 
allowed, even of their own race,^^ and those enroUed 
as settlers must not live away from the place. Large 
^ illages had two alcaldes and four regidores,^^ elected 

" Though they may own land there. Travellers could stay two days, 
traders not over three. 

2- A medium-size viUage had two regidores, and one of 40 to 80 Indians 
only one alcalde and one regidor. 

viiceeí.Mi 
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annually froin ainong the people in presence of the 
curate, who was the adviser and guide in all matters. 
The election vvas as a rule nominal, for the offices, 
particularly the former, fell to the Indian nobles, and 
in some villages the cacique was perpetual alcalde. 
This officer could inflict punishment to the extent of 
a day's imprisonment or eight lashes on drunkards, 
absentees from mass, and similar offenders. Greatcr 
culprits, including half-breeds, must be merely arrested 
and taken to the nearest Spanish town. The caciques 
or chiefs retained a certain power independent of any 
official rank, with right to establish their claims to 
succession, to wield authority over the Indians with-
in their district, and to exact tribute, although this 
was moderated if regarded as excessive. They must 
pay the men employed and inflict only light punish-
inents.^^ The privileges granted them as nobles vvere 
generally abused in tyrannizing over their semi-sub-
jects, partly as a relief to their feelings, which suf-
fered so much from Spanish insolence. The curates 
and political agents were generally prepared to support 
theni for economic reasons. Special care was taken 
to dispose of Indian civil and criminal cases promptly 
and with the least expense. Indeed, processes vvere 
not permitted except in grave instances. In audiencia 
cities, a lawyer and procurador attended exclusively 
to them, wdthout charging fees, their pay coming 
from fines or community effects.̂ * Cases of first in-
stance pertained to governors, and at Mexico an 
Indian tribunal under an oidor or alcalde de crímen, 
who acted as asesor to the viceroy, attended to this 
duty. 25 

^^ No ordinary judge could seize a cacique, except for grave offence. No 
mestizo couhl hold this dignity, Recop. Ind., ii. 245-9; Zamora, Bib. Leg. 
UlL, i. 152e t seq . ; Icazbalceta, Col. Doc, iL 1-24. 

"^* In suits before the audiencia the fiscal defended one party, the protector 
the other. Rerop. Ind., ii. 243. The protector and defensor offîces were sup-
pressed in 1582, but revived a few years later. 

^̂  For i ts support a tax of half a real was levied on each Indian. Id., 200. 
A clerk and relator assisted. Azanza, Instrur., MS., 11. The oidor received 
400 pesos a year for this extra duty. Indians could freely give powers o£ 
at tomey so as to avoid appearance in person. 
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Among the sources for village revenue was the yield 
of community land, each Indian being obliged to culti-
vate a certain ainount, or to pay a tax. The funds 
w^ere generally invested in mortgages, with advice of 
an oidor and in charge of royal treasury officials, under 
bond, who disbursed for crown taxes, school and mis-
sion expenses, and other purposes. The capital could 
not be encroached upon, save in extreme cases and 
with approval of the Indians;^^ indeed this as well as 
a part of the inflowing money came to be held almost 
as crovvn property, and the real owners met with such 
difficulty when making demands thereon that they 
seldom renewed the effort. 

Office-holding in America possessed special features 
not alone in its allurements, but in its effect on the 
destinies of Spanish colonies. Almost every person 
above the artisan class who migrated to the Indies 
came to engage in commerce or to obtain office. In 
fact nearly all the higher posts were occupied by 
them,^' partly on the long established principle, as 
iiistanced by the restrictions on oidores, to let no 
official exercise jurisdiction in a province or district 
where he was bound by ties of kinship. This seemed 
the more necessary in countries so distant from the 
seat oí" government, and whose population had by 
personal conquest and colonization acquired inore 
immediate rights and greater freedom of discussing 
them. To the children born within the bounds of 
loyal iSpain, and influenced by no foreign ties, must, 
thercfjre, be intrusted the supervision and manage-
ment for their king of these less secure possessions. 
They also had readier access to plead for positions. 
Creoles could not be wholly excluded, and a share 

^^The audiencia appointed the needed clerk and collector. Recop. Ind., 
ii, 214 et seq. 

^' Of 70 viceroys in America only three were creoles, accidentally so m 
being bom of oflacials; and of 600 captain-generals only 14, In 1808 only one 
bishopric and a few canonrieswere held by creoles in Mexico, Alaman, Méj., 
i, 12-13, 
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had to be given them; but it was small, very small 
considering the superior claims of their ancestry, 
who had won and loyally transmitted domains so 
rich.^^ I n addition to the discontent created by 
the partiality for Spanish-born subjects, the position 
and favor enjoyed by the lat ter made them arrogant, 
and tended to render more marked the caste distinc-
tion, all of which must in due time bear fruit. 

Nearly all high offices, cspecially those with juris-
diction, were reserved by the king for his own ap-
pointment, and the viceroy or president of audiencia 
could fill the post oiily temporarily; yet his recom-
mendation had weight.^^ I t had frequently been 
declared tha t descendants of conquerors should be 
given preference for most offices; then settlers and 
those born in the country, with special attention to 
meritorious and married men; but ceaseless intrigues 
and the pressure of personal interest assisted to nullify 
this. In the magistracy, ability should receive superior 
weight; traders could not be given treasury offices; 
those who had been artisans could not hold alcal-
días mayores, corregimientos, and similar positions; 
planters, mulattoes, mestizos, and natives were also 
debarred froni the higher offices. Adherents and rela-
tives within four degrees of the high dignitaries w^ere 
declared ineligible for many offices vvithin the same 
state, but supplementary laws practically annulled 
this, as well as many other rules,^'' as we have seen. 

While meritorious service formed a main feature in 
the application for office,̂ ^ it was above all necessary 

^̂  The Uberal Cárlos III, sought to remedy this injustice in a measure, but 
the effort did not prove lasting. 

^'Even the temporary appointment of governorswas in certain cases with-
held from him, but he had a number of alcaldías mayores and other grades 
a t his entire disposal. The goveraor of a province could appoint teraporary 
treasure oflBcials, but his selection might be set aside by the president of an 
audiencia, and his by the viceroy, who again had to yield to the sovereign. 
Recop. Ind., i. 525-6. 

'" I t was declared that persons of merit should not suffer from the mle, 
and this sufl&ced to opcn the gate for evasion. A papal decree of 1739 con-
demns the restrictions against breeds as excessive. Morelii, Fasti Novi Orbis, 
564-5, 

'iForm of appUcation may be found in Doc. Ecks. Mex., MS., iv. pt. 6. 
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tha t the candidate should owe nothing to the treas-
ury. H e must tender oath for faithful and loyal 
performance of duty, give bonds in many cases, and 
in certain instances inventory of estate. In term 
offices a certain period must elapse ere the same person 
could be reappointed.^^ While lieutenants could be 
chosen by governors and others in different towms, 
office could not be held by substitutes without special 
permission, nor could they be resigned in favor of 
another. The pay varied greatly even for similar 
offices according to location and wealth of districts.^^ 
Temporary holders, till removed or confirmed, received 
merely half pay when it fell below a fair amount.^* 
I t was clearly specified to whom salaries should come 
from the royal treasury, and who should receive thcir 
pay from fines, fees, and other sources.^^ Payments 
w^ere made three times a year, in silver—gold being 
reserved for Spain^^—the time counting from date of 
taking possession, although several obtained pay from 
the day of leaving Spain.^^ To some advances were 
made for travelling expenses. Certain deductions 
served to form a pension fund for widovvs and orphans 
(jf those who died in office, and otliers in form of 
media anata*^ went to the king. The civil pension sys-

'^Three years by decree of 1687- Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 88. Calle 
gives the form for despatching confirmations and titles. Jlem. y Xot., 173-5. 

^^During the seventeeuth century the Recop. Ind., ii, 114-16, tnstances 
the foUjwing: corregidor of ^lexico, 500,000 maravedis; governor and cap-
taiu-geneiul of Yucat;iii, 1,000 pesos de mtnas; corregidor of Vera Cruz, 1,000 
Ijcsos; alcalde mayor ;uid cuptain of war at Acaptilco, 1,000 ducados; alcalde 
mayor of Tabaaco, 300 diu ;idus; Guadalajara governor and president, 3,500 du-
cados; governor and captain-geueral of Nueva Vizcaya, 2,000 pesos de minas, 
and corregidor of Z;ieutecas, 1,000, 

^*By decree of I7!»0 thuse with less than 400 pesos were exempt, and this 
limit being showTi to be too low for decently supporttng the official, a decree 
of 1702 raised it to 1,000, with a partial reduction on amounts less thau 2,000, 
li< f'dla Gigedo, Bandos, no, 72, 

^•' The Mexican treasury had to supply funds for the Philippines and other 
quarters when their treasuries were empty, 

^^ Eccop. Ltd , ii. 581 etseq, 
*' Yet a decree of 1646 decided that pay must be allowed only from date 

of taktng possession, /(/, , 255. Salaries stopped-with death. No deduction 
was made during sickness or justified absence. 

^ The sources were a half month's pay, a small regular percentage, also 
salaries accming durtng vacancies, termed vacaciones; also deductions from 
certain ofl ces, called tpiitas, and other sources. From the latter came special 

iriîli"" 

í. 
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tem w âs created only during the latter part of the 
eighteenth century, and did not apply to the holdcrs, 
some of whoin received a proportion of pay from 
other funds after a certain term of service, or whcn 
incapacitated.^'^ In protection of the pension funds it 
was required tha t officials should not marry wivcs 
without sufficient dowries,*^ nor without permission. 

Before the discovery of America a fevv offices vvith-
out jurisdiction, or with minor participation thercin, 
were sold to bidders. The practice soon extended, as 
the mania for office-hoIdin2f increased and the royal 
trcasury became greedier, and lavv after lavv was added 
to thc list w'hich embraced in particular the positions of 
clerks, notaries, sheriffs, regidores, persons connected 
with the collectinor and manaofement of funds of tribu-
nals, inunicipalities, mints, and others.*^ These salcs 
were first authorized in the Indies by decree of June 
17, 1559, subsequently amplified in extent andrules,'*^ 
so as to embrace also in a measure pensions and en-
comiendas.*^ Public notice had to be given of vacaii-
cies, and a certain time allowed for bidders to preparo 
themselves to present qualifications, for restrictions 
as to class and talent applied alsohere. The sale vvas 
held in the prcsence of an oidor, or other high official, 
the highest bidder being entitled to the position, with 
certain exceptions in favor of able or meritorious per-
sons.^ Different causes tended to affect prices, such 
as hard times, wdiich naturally diminished fees, and 
consequently the valuation. Thus the office of high 
sherift' to the aucliencia at Mexico sold at different 

pensions for meritorious persons, For particulars see Fonseca, Llist. Ilac, 
vi, 97 et seq,; Jlex. Lnjis., April 1853, 31 etseq, 

'^Ccrtaiu treasury oíficials had to deposit one fifth of thetr pay as addi-
tional hond, 

*" Brides even of subalterns had to bring 3,000 pesos fuertes. ReviUa Gigedo, 
B<intlos. no, 5. 

••̂  Fordetails see/?ecop, Ind., ii, 548-59; Fonseca, fíist. / / ac . , iii, 62 et seq,; 
Calle, Jlcm. y Xot., 178-9. 

*''IJ.,7. 
^ liccop. IncL, ii, 555-6, 
^•It was specially decreed, for instance, that the positions of regidores 

should be given at lower rates to deserving men. 
HisT. M E X , , VOL, I I I , 34 
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timcs dur ing the period 1605-1621 at 28,750, 122,740, 
and 50,000 pcsos; that of clerk to the civil court varied 
within a dozen years betwecn 65,000 and 30,000 pesos. 
The twenty-four receivers' offices of the same tribunal 
rangcd betvveen 3,200 and 2,400 pesos. Regidores of 
]Mexico paid between 10,000 and 6,000 pesos.''^ The 
sale conferred different privileges, some holders bein" 
allovved to appoint lieutenants, others to buy for 
minors and administcr ad interim, or to renounce in 
favor of anotber, vvhich was equivalent to private sale. 
Many bought positions mereîy as a speculation, and 
tcndered other offices in payment.*^ 

Yet the latter performances were somewhat ham-
pered by the rule that one half of the value must be 
paid to the trcasury on resigning or disposing of any 
office for the first time, and one third for subsequent 
transfcrs. In cases of private transfers the value vvas 
estimatcd by treasury officials for paj-ment of the dc-
duction.*' Such transfers were valid only if the scller 
lived twenty days after the sale;^^ otherwise the office 
i'ell to the crown, to be sold anew at auction.*'' 

The policy of salable offices is no doubt open to ob-
jections, although it does not appear to have been 
attended with so many evils as might be supposed. 
Many men invested money in this way to obtain po-
sition, or to secure a safe income for themselvcs or 
their children, and paid so liberally that the salaries 
amounted to merely a fair percentage on the invest-
ment. This served also as a bond for good conduct. 
The competition vvas generally too great to allovv of 
an adequate return in the form of both salary and 

*^ Further instances in C<tIIe, Jlem. yXot., 49-51. 
*^ Credit was not extended over long terms, 
*' Coramunities had in some cases obtained the right to salable offices, 

and in case of a new iucumbent they also must pay thc deduction, 
*^ Thc transfer must be laid before the governor or other superior authority 

within 70 days; within 30 days after landing if resignation was made at sea. 
Royal confirmation of oflSce must be presented within four years, or it would 
be sohl. Cidida, in Pac/ieco and Cárdenas, Coi. Doc, xvii, .369-74, 

*^ VV^ithout retura of any part of its value to tlie late holder, In case of 
resignation to the crown the deduction is made on the estimated value; aud 
the treasury reaped the benefit from any higher sale price. The oflBce could 
be attached for debt. 
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intcrest on purchase money. I t led also to much cor-
ruption and to a low standard of ability.^'' 

I t was worth while to pay large sums for a position 
which entailed privileges, a t least honorary and social, 
such as are eagerly sought for even in countries less 
subject to class distinction and caste strife than Mex-
ico. The well known punctiliousness of the Spaniard 
was not a wdiit relaxed in these far-off regions, and it 
is amusing to observe the trivialities on which the 
staid government would waste its attention and de-
crees. The question of precedence vvas minutely fixed, 
even for inferior officials, in processions, at audiences, 
in church, and elsewdiere. In certain cases the clergy 
should precede all; on other occasions a governor had 
the precedence. This dignitary could use a cushion, 
but not so an alcalde mayor,'^ and certain officials could 
enter a tribunal wdth svvord or stick, while others 
must doff and bow. Many distinctive forms of dress, 
still reserved on the peninsula for certain classes, had 
here been usurpcd by inferiorpersons, and the judicial 
cape and collar could be seen on every notary and 
physician, ay, even on the barber. The lawyers felt 
particularly indignant at being confounded with their 
social inferiors, and after a hard struggle obtained per-
mission to wear gauze on their cuffs, and were recon-
ciled. Form of address was also jealously guarded,'^ 
and the manner of kissing the pax had to be prescribed 
lest the arrogant wcrshipper should place himself on 
too close equality with royal devotees. 

New Spain, which for so long a time formed one 
of the tvvo great territorial departments of the India 

'"Revilla Gigedo recommends fixed salaries for notaries and others, and 
measures for introducing better men. In.struc, 28. 

^' Yet he of San Luis Potosí had this and other honors granted. Arlegui, 
Chron. Zac, 57-8. 

^̂  Viceroy and audiencia were addressed as vos by the king, but tliey mtist 
use an iinpersoiial form with govemors; yet the audiencia called a juez de 
provincia vos, The •viceroy used me,-ced, worship, in addressing the munici-
pality of Mexico. Recop. Ind., i. 638 et seq.; Montemayor, Svmarios, 114-17; 
Ordenes de h Corona, MS., i. 142. 
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Council, the other being Peru , embraced five of the 
twclve audiencias, namely, Santo Domingo, Mexico, 
Guatemala, Guadalajara, and Manila, besides the cap-
tain-generalcy of Florida, cxtending from the southcrn 
border of Costa Rica^^ into the undefined north, tiU 
ticaties of theeighteenthandnineteenthcentur iesgave 
boundaries along Louisiana and beyond California. 
The viceroy of Mexico had however a merely nomi-
nal authority over any but the audiencia districts of 
Mexico and Guadalajara, which extended from Gua-
temala, Chiapas, and the bay of Honduras to the 
south line of the Florida department, and beyond Cali-
i'ornia, a region forming Nevv Spain proper.^ In 1786 
tliis state embraced ten gubernatorial divisions vvhich 
vore now converted into twelve intendencias and 
thrce provincias, with two hundred and forty-two al-
caldías mayores or partidos.^^ Two military divisions 
t.ls;) existed, those subject to the viceroy as captain-
gciicral, and those under the comandante general of 
ihc Provincias Internas. 

Originally Nevv Spain v/as under control of a gov-
crnor, as ŵ e have seen, who held also the offices 
of chief justice and captain-general, with povver to 
appoint lieutenants and other high officers, to graiit 
icpartimientos, to exile obnoxious persons, and to con-

" ' ' Cabo de Tiburcîn y rio de Congos, por donde confina con las Provincias 
de Tierra Firme.' Alcedo, ii, 78, Most of the early geographers apply the 
1 ame of Ncw Spain loosely evento Panamá. Descrij). Amer., 103-4. Thesuu-
I us G'og., ii. 2.J3; Sanson, L'Amcr., 17; Luyts, Geog.,708; Apiano, Cosmog,, 
6-7, 7.5; Jlendrjza, IIi<t. C/iina, 304; OrteU'ius, Te'utrrm, 1-3, The cliurch 
historian Gonzalez Dávila follows thc council division in saying 'Arzobispo de 
Slo Domingo cn Nueva Espa a,' Teatro, ii. 101. Manccra in 1664 app ica it 

114-10 e t c ; Larf, Xovus Orhis, 220, Dtiring the temporary transfcr of tlie 
(iuatcmala audiencia to Panamá tn 1563 a line from bay of Fonseca to Uh'.a 
líivcr formed the south border, Gracias á Dios town bclonging to New Spaiu. 
Lr'tl'.: (Jttl., in I'ucheco and Cúrdcnas, Col. Doc, xvii, 532, 

5'As c.xplained in //«<, Jlex., ii, 279. The boundai-y question is discusscd 
iii //(',/, (Jcnt. .Im., iL 713-15 (note 39), this scrics, 

^̂  Alccdo, ii. 79, impUes that thc whole region from Costa Rica northward 
containcd only 128 alcaldías mayores and corrcgimientos, but ViUa-Se or, 
J'iídro, i. 23, writing in 1746, 40 years earUer, meuliuns 149alonc iu four ciit 
of tlic six sces of New Spain proper. The provinces undcrwent changcs iu 
number and Umits. 

J 
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demn to death. Under prcssure from envious aspi-
rants to power, the sovereign took the wise precaution 
of creating an audiencia, like that at Santo Domingo, 
to administcr justice, and watch over the observance 
of lavvs, and over the royal interest. I t s president 
acted also as governor till the arrival of tlie first 
viceroy in the person of ]\Iendoza. 

While representing the king this high official was 
greatly restricted in his povvers, especially in later 
times. H i s office embra.ced those of presidcnt of 
audiencia, governor, and captain-general, terms vvhich 
to a certain extent indicate the authority wiclded. 
As president, howevcr, he possessed no vote in judicial 
matters, thougli he vvatched the proceedings of the 
oidores, signed tlieir decisions, and directed to some ex-
tent their movements.^*' A s governor, he was the head 
of the departments of state generally, watching also 
ovcr religious observance, supervising the treasury,''''' 
and lyoking in particular to the vvelfare of the Indians. 
H e could promote discovcry expeditions, but the privi-
lege to distribute encomiendas and lands was greatly 
absorbed by minor governors of provinces. Ye t with 
liim lay the provisional appointment of governors, cap-
tain-ûfcnerals, and intendentes whenever vacancies oc-
curred, and a number of alcaldías inayores and othcr 
offices were assigned to him for free disposal.^^ This 
privilege extended also to ecclesiastical offices, wdiere 
be exercised the royal patronage in selecting one of 

^^He took cognizance in first instance of Indian cases, and indirect 
coguizance in the sessions of the civil, fiscal, and others, as Azanza explains 
in \\Í3 Instrucciones, MS,, I I . The pardoning power was greatly restricted by 
a decreeof 1654. Jlontctnnyor, Sv,nnrio'>, 160, See also Recop. de IntL, i. 373, 

"'Evcry Thursday lie prcsided over tlie treasury couucil, and directed the 
oteps for increasiug revcnues, Yet he coiilcl not grant exemption from tribute, 
or dispose of funds save iii extraordinary cases, He niight send oíficials to 
investigate the management of coUectors' departments. His power in this 
respect was similar to that of the superintendente gcneral de real hacienda 
in Spain, Bcleílii, i. 353, 

^*CaIle gives a list of them with their values. Jlem. y Xof., 100, 16.5-8, 
Their niimber varied at the pleasure of tlie king, and to some viceroys special 
permission was issued to confer a oertaiunumbcr on 'servauts andadherents, ' 
which otherwise could uot be allowed. Rcales Ccdulas, MS., ii. 237. The power 
to appoint governors ad interini of the Philippines was at times withdrawn. 
Doc Iiittl., xxi. 462-3. 
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the three nominees proposed by the bishop.^^ As royal 
representative the viceroy had much additional control 
ovcr the church, which tended greatly to exalt his 
dignity, however galling this subordination must Iiave 
been to the clergy. 

A still greater influence was derived from the office 
of captain-general by land and sea, with povver to 
appoint lieutenants, to call out the colonists as a 
militia body, to levy troops for expeditions, and even to 
dip into the royal treasury. A council of war served 
both to guide and control liis actioii hovvever. The 
duty of attending to the defence of the country 
enabled him to interpose his authority in a number of 
ways, and from his decision in military matters there 
was no appeal except to Spain.*^' Thc audiencia had 
in all important affairs of government to be consulted, 
in vvhich att i tude it was known as the acuerdo; yct 
in most cases the viceroy could carry out his ovvn de-
cision even if this body objected. The oidores would 
then have to report to thc king, without his knovvl-
cdge if they chose. I n cases of appeal to them froin 
him they could alvvays demand tlie documents and 
determine to wdiom cognizance pertained.^^ 

Wi th the creation of captain-generalcies in Yucatan, 
and along the northern frontier of regencias and in- Ifeed 
tendencias, the power of the viceroy becamo more and ai,. 
niore restricted,^' although liis duties w^ere by no 
means reduced, including as they did at least a nom-
inal supervision of affairs even within districts that 
appeared independent of him. The commercial in-
tcrests of New Spain in the Philippines called his 

^"Or rejecting all, This privilege Iiad much to do with the frequent and 
bitter qtiarrels between tlie political and ecclesiastical chiefs. 

'•'"The mi'itary system wLI be considcred in connection •with the forming 
of the staiiiling ariiiy, Revilla Gigedo comments on the captaiu-generahy as 
tlic most important of the oíiices, lustrttc, 129, 

" Thc power to so deterraine was granted only in latcr timcs, The privi-
îege to foUow his owu decision in inost cases served greatly to exalt the vice-
legul authority, as intendcd, 

'̂ -'A s'jui'ce of regret, .saysReviUa Gigodu, since communication withSpain 
had hecomc so easy as t,) allow tlic sovcreign to intcrfere in caseof mistakes 
on the part of his iCĵ  reseiitati\e, Ltslruc, 4. \.->^' 
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attention to the Orient; he had frequently to send 
arms and other aid to the Anti l les; and while the 
government of Florida w âs subject to no audiencia, 
the authori ty of the viceroy could be exercised there, 
and so with Nueva Vizcaya, Nueva Galicia, ancl 
Yucatan. 

I n the despatch of government affairs he was 
assisted by a secretarial department of royal appoint-
ment,^'^ and his dignity was sustained by prescribed 
court pomp and ceremonies, many of them being 
otherwise of exclusively regal character, sucli as thc 
formal reception by the cbapter and bishop on his 
first visit to the cathedral church.^ On certain fcast 
days tlie audiencia had to accompany him to mass, but 
not even an oidor could take a seat beside him wdthin 
the coach.^^ Indeed the viceregal court was modelled 
on tha t of Spain, and the king in many ways en-
couraged the manifestation of respect toward his rep-
resentatives. 

The formalities connected with his arrival in the 
country were particularly impressivc.^^ ProcessÍ!)iis 
of brilhantly attired citizens with banners and other 
regalia, headed by official bodies, came forth to reccive 
him at every tovvn along the route, which usually 
passed from Vera Cruz through Jalapa, Tlascala, and 

*̂  By cédula of 1778 the assistants of the department were iucrcased to 
eight, called oínciales, with a porter, The pay of the youn'_rest was 450 pesos. 
Ordces de la Coronu, ^IS,, i. 151; Disposicio>ics Varias, i. 33. The audiencia 
secretaries could also be called upon. In secret affairs a pri\-ate secrctury 
might be cmployed, The annual appropriation for stationcry was iu 17.>8 
fixed at 4C0 pesos, Certif. Jlercedes, MS,, 92. In less important matters the 
viceroy coulcl abbreviate his signature to mediaj rma. 

" T h c dctails of ohservances are givcn inR'cop. de Ind., i. 632-4. Prelates 
could usG train-bearers, but not on appearing before the viceroy. At Mexico 
he must dinc only with liis fainily, and observe other exclusiveness; but oiit 
of the capital greater freedom was enjoyed, Ilumholdt, Essai PoL, ii, 8,02, 

^ Rulcs are laid down for the deference to be observed by different offi-
cials, an alcalde for instance being aUowed to sit only oii the carriage step. 
JLoifcmayor, Svmarios, 1I7-IS et seq, The coach wa.s dráwn by six mulcs, 
and otlier coaches stopped as it passed, their male occupants rising to salute, 
Estalla, XXV. 295. 

*" In order to swell his importance he was made general of tlie fleet con-
veyiiig him to New Spain, free passage being provided for all his retinue 
within rcasonable limits. Ouly liis unmarried daughters or very young sons 
could accompany Iiim, lest he should b j iaduced to provide near relative.3 
with positions. 
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Puebla*^" to Otumba, the sccne of Cort(5s' brilliant vic-
tory, where the outgoing viceroy with the dignitaries 
írom INÍexico usually niet him,' ' 'although a nuinber of 
oíiîcials and citizens had hastened to tender homa'Te 
loiig before this. He re took place the informal sur-
rci ler of govcrnment and of the staff'of captain-general 
amidst pomp and festivities; and thereupon the nevv 
r;;Icr was escorted with great ceremony to the capital, 
occasionally under the pall, till strict orders forbade 
this encroachment on royal privilcges. Bells rang, 
troops paraded, fireworks, bull-fights, and other en-
tcrtaininents follovved, and for three days the viceroy 
dined in public with the representativcs of different 
civil and military bodies. The cathedral formed the 
obj(.'ctive point of the entrance march, and here the 
archbishop received Iiim and chanted the te deum."' 
Some time after the forinal assumption of power, by 
s\vcaring the oath of office, a second pompous entry 
took place into Mcxico, for which cost y preparations 
wcrc made on all sides, by private citizens as vvell 
as by guilds and political bodies, the municipality 
alone cxpendingasmuch as twent^'-six thousand pesos. 
This extravagance being complained of, the king for-
bade a second entry, which had absorbed most of 
thc ceremonies and festivities, and limited the drain 
on public funds for such occasions to eight thousand 
pesos.'*' 

]\Iany restrictive cédulas were directed acfainst 
vicci'cgal pomp and abuse, such as using family arms 

'̂ Occasionally Tlascala was omittcd, and on oue or two occasions Pánuco 
served as landing-place. .Speeial rcceptions were tendered by tlie clergy at 
tlie principal cliurch, 

'-"Chapultepec or Guadalupe was also selected, but toward the end of the 
last century .S;in Ci istohal came to be the meetiiig-place, Brle ia, i, 360, 

^^ A cl ipluin liaving first removed the silver spurs of the great man. 
Estcdli, xxvi. 29.'5-5. 

'"'Ordn s de la Corona, }.IS., i, 9 et seq, Calle .shows that the pall was 
allowed to certain viceruys. Jlcn. y Xot., 57. In Pcru thc expeuditure was 
extendcd to 12,0.),') pesos, Fur adclitioual fcatures connected wtli the cntry 
and assumptiou of government see IIi.it. JIcx., ii. 379, this series, Panes 
(leseribes the ceremoiiies at towns on tlie way to Mexico, \'i,-cyrs, MS., 
12.5-S. Iu Jlontniiayor, Svmarios, hjl , is given tlie forui for taking the oath 
of oíuce. 
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during certain public celebrations, accepti:ig a higher 
form of address than se/iorla—cxcellency being per-
mitted only in late years—obliging the oidorcs to 
escort the viceroy to their hall whenever he chose to 
preside,'^ and expecting them as well as other digni-
taries to make ceremonious calls on his birthday, or 
during his sickness. In other directions his privi-
leges vvere extended with a view to preserve the 
dignity of the royal representative. A guard of 
honor numbering tvventy-five was provided to attend 
him, and later a special posse for the palace.'^^ Hi s 
pay was gradually increased from the six thousand 
ducats enjoyed by ]\Iendoza, to tvventy thousand, and 
later to forty and sixty thousand pesos. Certain legal 
fees were added for superintending the drainage v/ork 
and other duties, exceptional grants being made to 
favorites, with permission to introduce a certain 
amount of jevvelry and merchandi.se free of duty,'^ 
A goodly portion of the government house or palaco, 
and of the buildings at Chapultepec, were set aside 
for his use, and the service was covered to a gi'cat 
extent froni public funds.'* Liberality in this diroc-
tion appeared the more necessary, as only too maDy 
viceroysdiad used their position to enrich themsclve.s, 
either by direct or indirect sale of places, or acccpt-

'^The viceregal chair or throne in the audiencia cliamber could uot be 
occupicd by tlic (jidor wlio took liis place as presidcnt. 

'^Of 39 mcn witli captain and lieutenu its, created in 1792, The cruard of 
honor consiSbcd of a captaiii, a lieutenaut, 3 non-commissioned oíficers, and 
20 halberdiers, with a mouthly pay of 10 pcsos or more, the captahi alouo 
rcceiving double puy, and later tliat of infantry captain. The mcu paid for 
thcir uniform ;.nd arins. Their allowanco came from vacate;! cncomiendas 
and otlier sources, Tlie viceroy of Peru had a guard of 50 with tliree liuu-
dred pesos a year. 

^^The amount varied. Calle mentions 16,009 ducats' worth of effects, be-
sides 8,000 in plate, and an aunual importation for the household to the \ulue 
of 4,000 ducats. Jlem. y X"t., 5'J>-7. A year's pay was allowed till 17.j;j íor 
goingand retuming to the post, Boletin, i. 360, Seealso lliit. Jlrx., ii, 376, this 
scries, One fifth of the 60,000 was allowed for the otfice of captaiii-geuciul, 
a u l cxempt froin tlie anata deduction. The ruler a t Liina had larger pay und 
more privileges, 

'* The prefcrence in selecting servauts should be given to descendants of 
conquerors, The yearly expenditure for palace repairs must not excc.j l 
10,000 pesos, Reales Cedidas, 'S\->., ii, 115, An account of the rooma occu-
picd by the viceregal suite in 1771 is given in Vireyes Iiistruc, M.i., pt . 
vii. 1-3. 
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ance of presents from favor-seekers, or engaging in 
diffcrent undertakings, contrary to law.'^ 

One means intended to check corruption vvas the 
limitation of the office to three years.'^ This rule, 
however, was seldom adhered to, nearly all holding 
the power for a longer period, sometimes froni tvvelve 
to fífteen years, several being tvvice appointed.'^ As an 
encouragement for good conduct, promotion was held 
forth to the higher paid viceroyalty of Peru, to the 
India Council, and other positions in Spain. Before t'i^'''^ 
lcaving the country, this dignitar}^, like other high 
officials, had to submit to a residencia to be completed 
within six months; yet bonds were generally accepted.'^ 
H e had also to leave a report on the condition of 
affairs with suggestions for the guidance of his suc-
cessor.^^ 

In case of death no regal ceremonies were per-
initted.^° Usually a pliego de providcncia, or mortaja,^^ 
existed wherein a successor was designatcd; otherwise, 
till the arrival of a new appointee, and also vvhen thc 
viceroy fell sick, the audiencia assumed the government 
with the president or regente for captain-general.^ 82 

'^ They coiild give preference in the sale of cjuicksilver, or f;ivor tradcrs for 
places and goods, Gage assumes that some of theiiir.ia 'eaniillionuye^ir, ancl 
bribed courtiers in Spaiii to procure an cxtensioii of timc. I'o//., i. '-'21. Ou 
birthdays of the viceroy's consort, carriagcs, gold eh:;i;is, ui;d ut ier costly 
prescuts flowed in froin all directions, aii incentive beiiig given to donors hy 
inviting tliein to comedy reprcsentations at thc palace, Gnijo, in Loc. Ilist. 
Jlrx., sériei, tom, i, 482-3, 

'K'édulas of 1.555, IG63, etc, Recnp. de Ind., i. 56. , 
"Aiiiong others Velasco tlie younger. Mendoza ruled nearly 15 ycars; 

and three others from 12 to 14 years. 
'^Equivalent to about a year's salary, 
'" Uiider penalty of a year's pay, Yet many failcd to comply, says Mun-

cera, Iustruc, in Doc. Inid., xxi. 439; perhaps \erbal comraunicatioiis v.idi 
the successor were deenied sufficient, 

^ ' Los Oydores. , , no cntren con luto en los estrados de ia Audiencia,' 
Jlovfi inu'iof. Svnittrios, 11.5. 

^ 'A d.„iiiiieiit kept under seal, wherein the king named a succcssor ia 
casc of uecidcnt tu thc incumbent of this oífice, 

'•-DuriuL,' later ycars the military sub-inspector assumed control of his de-
partiiieiit, ijri/n s dr /a ('oroiin, ^ÍS., iii. 1,38. Ccd)dario, MS., iii, .57 ct seq, 
The aicliljishop had more tl in oncebeen called tothcoífice; but hycédula of 
17,'!9 tlic succession was dcc ared inudvisablc, The oidoies during their rule 
had t.) furnisli raonthly repurLS of proeecdiii's and were restricted in appoint-
iii- oliicial^aiid other pi'ivilejcs. Reaics Ccduius, M.S., i. 33-4. 
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While the audiencias were really sovereign tri-
bunals to which appeals might be made even from the 
decisions of governors, they also possessed a certain 
supervision over aflairs and had to report to the India 
Council, giving suggestions on all points tha t might 
promote the interests of the crown and the welfare of 
colonists and natives. They were given jurisdiction 
in the residencias of the inferior judiciary, and could 
send forth members or special agents to investig.ite 
their administration. They had cognizance in matters 
of tithes, royal patronage, and treasury, and could fix 
not only notarial and court fees, but those of ecclesi-
astic tribunals, watch over the friars and clergy, inter-
fere in their estates and revenues, and take cognizance 
even in cases decided by their visitadores. These 
povvers were not enjoyed by similar bodies in Spain, 
chiefly because the supreme councils and government 
were nearer at hand.^^ 

The first audiencia in America, tha t at Santo Do-
mingo, enjoyed for a time special supervision over all 
the nevv world, and its pre.sident attended to the gov-
ernment of the island, without vote iri judicial mattcrs. 
On a similar basis were formed the subsequent bodies, 
with certain limitations, such as vesting the presidency 
in the viceroy where one existed, with greater indepen-
dence of action, and in subordinating certain audiencias 
to those of older standing. 

A t first only four oidores had been appointcd for 
Mexico, but it soon became apparent tha t this nuniber 
was too small to attend even to the increasing civil 
suits and government cases, while the criminal de-
partment was greatly neglected.^* This led to an 
increase of their number and the appointment of ad-
ditional officers till the bodyin the middle of the eiglit-
eentli century consisted of tvvelve oidores, six alcaldes 
del crhnen, tvv̂ o fiscales or prosecutors, one alguacil 

^*They could report also on the condtict of the viceroy, assemblingfor such 
purpose withof.t his intervention. Jlontnnuyor, Snnurios, 101. 

^* ' Se olvidan, o se mueren los presus eu la car(jcl autes que Llegue la ex-
secucion.' re/a.sco, Carta, in Car-as de Ind'iUs, 266. 
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ma^'or or high sheriff, one cancillcr who kept the 
royal seal, with a number of ininor attachés,^^ divided 
into three courts, tvvo for civil ancl one for criminal 
cases. Changes continued to take place, and by lavv 
of 1776 a regente vvas appointed for each audiencia, 
Vvho constituted a kind of chief justií c, vvith povver to 
rcgulatc the duties of theoidores, to forin special courts, 
to sit as judge in any court, and to prcside in absence 
of the viceroy or president. Indeed, he absorbcda 
ccrtain dcgree of authority from the latter,^'^ and was 
entitled to special respect. About the same time the 
number of oidores was reduced to ten, with fivc al-
caldes del crímen and two fiscales, forming only two 
courts.^' A special fiscal attended to treasury matters. 
The inferior audiencias had only five oidores, with 
president, regente, and two fiscals, in tvvo courts, to-
gcther with alguacil mayor, canciller, and minor 
attichcjs, but without alcaldes.^^ The alcaldes del 
crímen had cognizance, in first instance, in civil and 
ci'iininal cases within five leagues of the capital, and 
in second instance of criminal cases for all the audien-
cia district, vvith appeal only to themselves. In death 
penalties the affirmative votes of three alcaldes were 
required, and- in cases of doubt oidores could be as-
signed to assist in obtaining a decision.^^ 

The audiencia courts had hours and da^^s for certain 

^̂  Such as thc n latores, who made the brief; the escribanos, or clerks of the 
court with his aids; ri'crj,t<,rcs, receivers or treastirers, with as many as '24 
deputies, whose positions were salable; rcjiartidores, assessors and distiibu-
turs; fusudorrs, uiipruisers; procuradorcs, proctors, as iiiany as 12, sa!a.hle 
pusiviuns; iiiter|,rcteis, and messengers, Recoji. de Ind., i. 443 et Í-V([. \ iUa-
SiJior, J/ 'utro, i. 37, et seq, Tlie fund for payiiig the miuor court attuclics 
cunie fruiii the half grano tax on pulque, which was too small, Rev'illu Gigc<hi, 
Instrtic, 30, 

'"^ Yet the viceroy could stiU decide on the formation of certain couits, and 
tlie ussÍL'iiineiit of oidorcs to certaiu duties, Pegulations concerning this office 
are given in Zamoru, Bih. Lrg. IJIt., v. -297, et seq.; Beienu, Recoji., iL 360. 

" A sort of third coiirt wus formed for intestatc cases. 
-̂ Rcvilla (;igedo objectcd to this rcduced nuinhcr of oidores as excessive, 

and considercd tlie regcnte superfluous. Instruc, 1.5-17; Zumotu, i. 4.-3. 
^^i", ,ichitcof ercationund duties, see Recop. dc Ind.; Za>nora,i. 172; Pclcna, 

etc. Thc icL,';il:itiuns for audioncias in general have been fuUy considcred in 
Ilist. (Jenf. Aiii., i, 270-3. Special and miuute rulcs for conscienee aiid con-
duct arcgiven in Jlorcno, Utijln<, .59 p])., INIcxico, l';37. Annotations etc. in 
L'ycs l'arius, Ai.ot., 31 e t c ; PruviJentias Reales, MS., 29 ct seq. 
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subjects, such as finance, Indians, the poor, and thcse 
last had to be givcn as mucli preference as possible. 
Tliey had also special duties which brought additional 
revenue, and these were the most acceptable; for con-
sidering the dignity to be sustained, their pay of four 
thousand five hundred pesos was small.'^'' Tbey took 
in turn the posts of judges of appeal from different sub-
courts, and could also accept missions to invostigate 
and supervise departments in county and tovvii.̂ ^ Tliese 
missions w^ere independent of the tours of inspection 
which an oidor had to perform every three years, or 
oftener if decreed expedient, accompanied by the clerk 
of the court and other officials, for holdinof investiora-
tion into civil, criminal, and ecclesiastical matters. A 
liberal sum was allowed him for expenses, since no 
gifts even of provisions could be accepted.^^ 

A number of laws prescribed the ceremonies with 
which the dignity of this high tribunal should be up-
held. Their court chamber itself had an imposiiig 
appearance. A t the further end rose a dais covered 
with rich carpets under a canopy of damask garnished 
with gold lace. H e r e stood the velvet-coverecl chair 
with footstool for the viceroy. On either side sat 
the oidores, the regente and eldest member nearest. 
A little lower were seats on both sides for the attor-
ncy-general, high sheriff, counsel for the poor, pro-
tector and defender of Indians, and lawyers having 
cases before the court. The nobility and city coun-

®°For oidores, alcaldes, and fiscales; the regente had 9,000, the relatores 
700, aud fisc.',les'aids 800. Jlex., C'ircular Xonib., MS., pt. 7. In L),:,S the 
oidorcs' pay had been increased from 650,000 maravedís to 800,000. Pugu, 
Criluhirio, "203. Tlie criminal fiscal was generally promoted to the civil de-
partmeiit. The civil relatores had in Callc's tiine 500 pesos de oro pay, and 
2.'í<) in fees, but the criininal relatores had only 500, The porteros had 400 
dueats, Thc last two classes were appotnted by the presideut of the India 
Coiiucil. J/em. y Xot., 47. 

'^ Au allowauce of 12 pesos a day was granted for visiting duty. Onlenes 
de la Coroitu, MS., iiL 57-8, 164, Oidores should properly go only in graver 
cuses, and lesident judges must be employed whenever possible. liecoji. InJ., 
346-7, The appointment was frequently made by the viceroy. Onc super-
visedthe theatre; auother the lottery, the cruzada, the draiuage, or other de-
pui'tnient. 

-̂ I t w us 200,000 maravedís in Calle's time. JLem. y Xot., 132. City notaries 
had to be visitcd everv year. 
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cilmcn rcceived seats according to precedence, wlien 
callcd by business. Still lovver were places for nota-
rics and solicitors. Opposite to the oidores sat the 
clcrk of tlie court and relator, and behind them was 
the vvooden railing vvhich separated the assembly from 
the comnion people. For the latter no seats vvere 
providcd, and they were required to uncover their 
heads and speak only in lovvest whi.sper. Lawyers 
and others also bared their heads on addressinof the 
court; and when the counsel w âs supposed to have 
sufficicntly discussed a point Iiis harangue was cut 
short. 

A s a body the audiencia used to receive the senoría 
title, and the oidores that of su merced, your wor-
ship. Later the senoría was extended to them also."' 
]\íiîitary honors were accorded by the guard, and at 
church the prebendaries escorted them from the door 
and tendered holy water. This treatment vvas granted 
to them only as a body;^* nor could they enjoy it very 
ofteii, for their visits to church, officially, vvere re-
stricted to certain feast-days. Pr ivate parties and 
entertainments, even attendance at funerals, were for-
bidden to them; in fact any social intercourse whereby 
friendships might be formed to influence their minds 
as judges. A s for securing a good marriage within 
their districts for a son or daughter, this was out of 
the question. N o near relative of an oidor could be 
appointed to the magistracy within his district, or 
plead before him as an advocate; so said the lavv, 
though it was frequently overruled. Certain of these 
strictures and honors applied also to lawyers. A t first 
forbidden to enter the country, they had at last to be 
endured, and now rejoiced in the possession of a royal 
coUege for drilling recruits. Besides sporting gauze 

^^ EJidos de Mex., MS,, 70, etc. The viceroy on giving them audience 
was not expected to listen to them seated. Cedidario, MS., iii, 10. 

*" They and the royal officials sat on the right, or evangel side, the muni-
cipality on the left, or epístola side; the viceroy between them in special 
cliair with cushion, a piece of furniture not allowed in official or public capacity 
to any one else, unless to the oidor mling ad interim. The oidores could use 
only carpet and chair. 
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on their cuffs to distinguish thein from folk of low^er 
order, they could boast of oath-bound reputation, for 
they were svvorn under pcnalt}^ never to aid a bad 
cause.^^ Such strictness indicates the noble efforts of 
the crown for the right administration of justice, but 
also its recognition of human weakness; and in t ru th 
abuses w^ere only too frequent in all departments, 
notably during visits of inspection. Nevertheless it 
must be admitted tha t the dccisions of the audiencia 
courts were as a rule creditable, and vvon for theni jus t 
respect. 

While the Guatemala tribunal vvas independent of 
Mexico, tha t of Guadalajara, after several at tempts a t 
freedom, was obliged to take a subordinate place iu 
certain cases of appeal, and to leave to the viceroy 
tlie superintendency of war and finance matters.*''' 
Later , when an intendente with military powcr as-
sumed the presidency, the subordination decreased. 
I t s jurisdiction varied at different times, Nueva Viz-
caya being at one time the easternmost province, but 
of late it extended froni sea to sea, the line running 
from a point ten leagues north of Rio Pánuco, through 
San Luis Potosí, along the south border of Zacatccas, 
and between Ayoti t lan and Purificacion to the Pa-
cific.̂ ^ 

Both audiencias had their archives, in charge of 
the canciller, for the preservation of decrees received 
and issued, of reports and petitions, the latter having 
to pass through this channel for endorsement, and for 
elimination of trivial or unsupported statements tha t 
might othervvise trouble or perplex the home govern-
ment. The form of despatches to Spain required half 
of every page to be left as margin for subsequent an-

'»AII had to pass an examination, Recop. Ind., i. 443 et seq. 
^^ Pvt/a, Cedulario, 134, 161, 180. Yet neither shouldinterfere too much. 

Excesses on the part of military officers could be punished by this audiencia, 
and when visitadores were needed in Ntieva Vizcaya the viceroy should 
merely nominate them, leaving the appointment to the superior experieuce of 
the tribunal iiearer the province, Rccop. Ind., i. 367. 

^''CeduIario, MS., iii, 9-10; Ilumboldt, Essai PoL, i. 146. See also fíisL 
North Mex. States, L, this series. 
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notations, and vvith division of the subject into distinct 
Itaragiaphs, in the order of ecclesiastical, political, 
linancial, and military matters, each wdth rcfcrences 
t;) tlie attached documcnts arrangcd in similar order.^^ 
The chicf depository for documents was of coursc at 
Mcxico, and a largc proportion of ctídulas wcrc di-
icctcd to the viccroy f(jr transmission, with the privi-
lege oí" putt ing Iiis ovvn construction on them, or even 
of withholding thcm should they prove inexpedient. 

Al though the alcaldcs del cn'iiien, and even oidores 
in ccrtain cases and circuits took cognizance in first 
iiistancc, yet this was as a rule left to the alcab 
dcs ordiiiarios, of whom every tovvn of any size had 
tv.'o.'̂ ^ To viceroys and governors pertained first in-
stance in Indian cases. Fi rs t coo^nizance vvas also cx-
crcised by a number of industrial corporations, such 
as the c;jiisulado in disputes between traders, and the 
protomedicato in affairs among the medical profesions. 
Anioiig miners, territorial deputies acted in first in-
stance vvitli appeal to intendentes assisted by two 
niiners. The j'arisdiction of these bodies vvas lessened 
toward the close of the last century; yet ReviUa Gi-
gc,;'j suggesteda greater curtailment, for otncials con-
iicctcd witli such courts vvent so far in their eaQ:eriicss 
to obtain suits as to stir up discord, cast discrcdlt on 
the Icgal tribunals, and assume too much indepen-
dcnce.-^"' The church retained a wide jurisdiction, 
aItIiou"'h sccular tribunals were assumingf more inter-
ferencc. The provisorato de Indias attended to ques-

®^/(/., 372, Yrolo, Opera, Mex. 1605, 4to, is a curi,ou3 old book devoted 
wholly to foriiis for legal and public documcnts. I t is full of inargiiial notes, 
iiiu.itruted with floriatcd capitals. 

'•"'.At Mc.xico the five auciiencia alcaldes attendcd to casesof first instance, 
an 1 ltc\ illa (íigedo object3 to lier two alcul los ordinariosas useless, yet each 
of licr ei;rht ciiurf' lcs liad four alcaldes de barrio who possessed a certain cog-
nizanee uini supervision. 

^''^Tiiis right of excmption from ordinary jurisdiction was known a.sf)irro. 
He alsu ohjc/ted to the privi^ege oi Cortés' lieirs to appoint on their estate 
ulcahles inayui-es and corregidores who took cognizanee, witli appeal to the 
j icz di- privado del estado, au oidor, and finally to tlie audieneia. Itt.slrur., 
2-l->. Tlie dukcdum of Atlixco hacl similar privileges. Sailors fell partly 
ui ler the jurisiliction of the govemor of Vcra Cruz and the comisario do 
niariua at San Llas. 
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tions of faith exclusively among the aborigines. The 
cdicts of the inquisition had of late to be submitted to 
the viceroy. The military jurisdiction was controlled 
by the royal representative as captain-general, assistcd 
by an oidor acting as auditor de guerra. In the sec-
oiid instance this auditor vvas o-iven a colleaofue. Tlie 
captain-generals of Yucatan and Provincias Internas 
acted independently vvith their auditors.^'^ 

Appeals froni alcaldes ordinarios were to alcaldcs 
mayores, except at Mexico and Lima, vvhere the 
audiencia received them. Municipal bodies decided 
in certain appeals concerning values not cxceeding 
sixty thousand maravedís.^^'^ Tvvo oidores could de-
cide in suits of menor cuantía, wdiich were fixed at 
300,000 maravedís, and even in larger cases, except 
at Mexico and Lima, vvhere three votes were required. 
The council of the Indies formed the tribunal of ulti-
mate resort for America. In values of six thousand 
pesos and over, a second appeal was allowed to this 
body, when five mcmbers assisted. If the decision 
proved adverse to the petitioner a fine of one thou-
sand ducats w âs imposed.^ ̂  

Notwithstanding tlie efforts of the crown to smooth 
the paths of law, as instanced by the decree forbid-
ding processes to be formed for cascs of less value 
than tvventy pesos,^"* litigation w âs costly, for the 
fees were numerous and considerably higher than in 
Spain, those of the canciUer, for example, bcing 
triple the amounts charged in the Peninsula. Law-
ycrs w^ere strictly forbidden to accept percentages on 
value involved, or share in the results of a suit, their 

'"* The auditor of Vcra Cruz acted merely as asesor, Id., 22, 
"̂̂  Appeals from fieles executores iu cases not exceeding 30 ducats went to 

tlie muuieipal council; if over tliat amount, to tlie audiencia, No reconsid-
eration w;is allowed in values of 6,000 maravedis appealed to tlie audieneia, 

103 Dividc.d between the defendants, the judges, aud the royal treasury. 
Iii appeals from the casa de contratacion to tlie India Council, the civil suit 
must be for not Icss than 600,000 raaravedís. Recop. Ind., ii, 161 et seq, A 
law of 1545 cliaiigecl the lowcst value for appeal froni audiencias froiii IQíOOO 
to 6,000 pesos, Puga, Ccdulario, 101-2. 

'"' Tlie clerk of the court receiviug in sucli cases ouly half a peso from 
each party. 

HisT. M E X . , V O L . I I I . 35 
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fees like those of every person connected vvith tlio 
law being fixed, and so they conspired wdth the rest 
to prolong the litigation. The sheriff rcceived tvvo 
and a half per cent for levying, and if the amount 
w'a;5 not paid vvithin three days ten per cent was to 
be added.-̂ ^^ Sniall fines could, in certain cascs, be 
collected even if notice of appeal had been given. 

^Vside from the usual causcs for crime, thcre were 
in New Spain a number of special incentives, such as 
race antipathy, growing antagonisni between castes 
and classcs, slavery, subjection of Indians, i.solation of 
colonists favored partly hy mining allurements, and the 
existcnce of unsubdued tribes in tlie mountain reirions. 
The latter features served to maintain the advcntur-
ous spirit instilled by conquerors, vvho still battled on 
the frontier to extend dominion and settlements; and 
amon'Tf a laríxe number lurked the roamino: disnosition 
inherited from less settled aborigines. This inclina-
tion turned naturally toward highway robbery among 
the vicious, and tlie extreme prevalency hereof is gen-
erally known. The reader has already become awarc 
hovv vvide-spread was criine in the country,^'"' and Iiovv 
inore than one viceroy earned the gratitude of the 
country by energetic measures against it, although 
thesc suppressions of evil had but a temporary cffect. 
Decrees against indiscriminate carrying of vveapons, 
and other measures produced little good, and during 
more than one period extraordinary povvers vvere con-
ferred on inferior iudííes for dealing with malefactoi's. 

A beneficial step was the iiitroduction, m 1631, oi 
the santa hermandad, which like its long-established 
prototype in Spaiii acted chiefly as thief-catchcr, aided 
by troops whcnever neccssai-y. Even this proved in-
sufficient, however, and so the dreaded acordada vvas 

'̂ '' Certain implements, horses, and what not were exempt in iustanc es. 
In Jlcxiro, Aranzules dr los J',-'d,uit,il<'s, Cohirrno, e tc , Mex. 1759, 158 folios, 
are given the fces for all public departments. 

*'' ,'^tutistics of crime are vcry iiuperfect, yet valuable deductions may be 
drawn froin those in Cuztfus dr 'jlcx., 1790-2, v. 8 et seip, and Dnrios, Jhx., 
xii.-xiii. passim, aiid otlier vuhtines such as tlie earlier Gomcz, Diar'to, whicb 
gives alinost daily accoimts of exccutions. 

WsHctiiîe, 

J 
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installod in the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
Thhs vvith its vigilant-Iike featurcs of rapid movc-
mcnt, inflexible sternness, and svvift meting of jus-
tice, spread a wholesome terror tha t proved lasting, 
and did more to chcck criine than anything clse. The 
power over liberty and life accorded to this body, and 
at times to local magistrates, lcd naturally to maiiy 
abuses, and consequently to certain restrictions, yct 
the remedy could not have been worse than tlie 
disease. Justice vvas too often defeated by its own 
officers; for few rose above the temptation of bribery, 
and many succumbed through insufficiency of pay. 
And who could severely blame them, vvhen the kiiig 
placed himself above the law and issued regular tariífs 
of prices, for which exemption could be granted from 
lavvs concerning offices and trade, birth and race 
stigma,^ '̂  and a host of other matters, often witli ut-
ter disregard for cominon justice or public welfare?^'^ 
This tampering was promoted by supporting froni 
prison fees the staffconnected w^ith this establisliment. 
The rich could here surround themselves with coiii-
forts, people of standing enjoyed privileges, and thosc 
less favored could often be made to languish in jail for 
unpaid charges.^°^ A regidor iiiust visit the prison 
every Saturday; in audiencia towns two oidores did 
so,""^ attended by fiscal and alcalde, to investigate cases 
of wrongful detention or maletreatment. 

Imprisonment for debt obtained here as elsewhere. 
Indians vvere surrendered to private creditors to work 
off their indebtedness, the pay being regulated accord-

'"'Special orders were issued at intervals to regulate the assistance by 
military, I'crnando, vii,, Doc, 314-27, 

i^^A inere glance a t the lengthy tariff published by the government in the 
beginning of this century, in the Gazeta, xi, 07-72, reveals the pitiful extent 
of stich mercenary abuse. 

^'^'Vetit was ordered t h a t t h e poorshould not be dctained for costs, taxes, 
or prison fees. Indians wcre excmpt frora fees. Each town or village iiiust 
have a prison built by the community, or from penalty funds, witli chapel and 
separate place for woraen, The alcayde or keeper iiiust reside at the jail, and 
with his turnkey visit the prisoners every night, No Indians raust be ein-
ployed, Recop. Ind., ii, 370 et seq, A charity fund existed for the maintenance 
of piisoners, Revilia Gigedo, Insti-uc, 30. 

"'ALio 011 great holidays, ancl ofteuer if required. 
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ing to their efficiency. They, as well as other castes, 
could also be scnt to convcnts or public works,'^^ or 
evcn sold for a term to contractors; and in vievv of the 
prevailing official corruption it is easy to imagine the 
cxtreme oppression to whicli this law gave rise. 

Punishments in America w^ere more severe than 
in Spain, fines being doublc.-̂ "̂̂  The greater number 
of criminals were sent to the frontier, the worst to 
Iiard work under the garrisons, others to forin settle-
ments there, or even to enlist, particularly for the 
Philippines, greatly dreaded on account of their cli-
mate, the distance and intervcnino- sea lendinGf addi-

' O O 

tional terror. The galleys in Spain and Tierra Firme 
i'cccivcd a certain number; halters were long in use,"' 
and the lash was freelv administered, even featherino: 
being legalh' applied. Death penalties were often 
cruel and preceded by torture, both during the exam-
iiuition and as part of the punishment. The most 
common form of execution was by garrote, but high-
way robbery usually entailed hanging and quartering, 
the head of the criminal beino- fixed on a stake. The 

O 

acordada also used the more prolonged method of 
dragging with horses, and giving the coup de gráce 
with lances before quartering.^^^ Burning at the stake 
was not restricted to the inquisition, for counter-
fciters and persons guilty of bestiality received this 
sentence."^ A not uncommon mode of dealing with 
wife-murderers and the like was to cast them into a 
watcr-butt, with a cock, a monkey, and a viper. In 

' " A man and woman were sold to obrajc labor for six yearsfor concealing 
stolen goods. L JJcs, Diurio, 37(>-7. At lcast one third of tlie pay must he 
given for siistcnunce, but iio new lcxins could be contracted whereby the ser-
vitude was prohmLrcl. Four raonths foi-mcd the limit in ordinary cases. For 
diainkenness no sei\ituile sliould be imposcd. Crlular'io, MS., iii, 205-11. 

l'V.Vroy), //(,/., iL 379. 
"^For rcstrictions, sce Ordenes de la Corona, MS., i. 187-92; criminals 

who enlistcd for the Moluccas received both pardon and high pay, 125 pesos. 
lio'J,<. Diur'to, ii. 230-2. 

^•''Cuz'lus .\/ex. (17'JU), iv, 02, 
"^'Qiieinado con una ye^ua, complice de sii hestial crimen,' / ' / , , 17.SÍ-9, 

ii. 411, iii, 410, Sodoniitcs were also bumed, Ii'.t,l's. Diario, 99, l lO-l l , 
i:!.")-6, 157, '^-^^, 271: (Juijo, Diario, in Doc llisf. JLx., s,jrie i. tom. i, 38-9, 
367, 371-'2, 

J 
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many cases the adjuncts were merely figurative. 
Conformance to the letter rather than the spirit of 
the lavv seemed to be uppermost with its servant, and 
thiis we find instances of dead men being hanged in 
fulfilment of sentence,^^° and little regard paid to age. 
On one occasion a man cighty-five years of age and a 
boy of fourteen were hanged for robbery, the former 
being first tortured till his arins snapped.^^'' 

In sentencing to death the courts proceeded wdth 
great formality. The condemned was expected to kiss 
the paper of sentence after hearing it read. The 
priests then took charge of hini, and brothers of 
mercy brought in the special crucifix, el Santo Cristo 
de la misericordia, wdtli which to direct his devotion. 
Arrayed in a white cloak,"^ with eyes bandaged, he 
was thereupon placed on a hide dragged by a horse— 
a nominal form of drao'Gfiníî to death—and conducted 
forth. F i rs t marched the piper and crier, proclaiming 
the crime, followed by four to six of the police, sev-
eral mcmbers of the benevolent archicofradia society, 
and brothers with torches and canclles. Then canio 
tlie victim on the hide, partly lifted by charitable pcr-
sons on either side, at tendant priests, and infaiitiy, 
closin<2: with tvvo court officials on horseback. On 
reaching the scaff'old in the square of the town, sur-
rouisded by troops, the condemned w âs supported by 
a priest and the executioner, aiid fortified wdth prayer 
till the time for hanging. A sermon impressed the 
warning on the multitude, and the corpse was there-
upon taken to the nearest water, placed in acask con-
taining the painted figures of a cock, a serpent, and a 
iiionkc}', and rolled avvhile on, the surface,^^^ after 
which it was conducted by the court and police offi-

"" Guijo, Diario, 38-9. 
^^'^ IiL, 376-7. lu execution of wliat they considered duty, the alcaldes in 

many iustances braved the episcopal auathema by taking fugitives from the 
uanctuary, 

'̂ *' For plebeians. Nobles had a black robe, the scaffold being also draped, 
aud they were exempt from the igiioniiiiious iioose, 

"*A íigurative fulfilraent of the scnteiice that the body be cast to the 
waters so as to leave no memory of the dccd, Diar'io, Mex., 1806, ii. 337-9. 
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cials to the jail and surrendered to brothers of mercy, 
who attended to the funeral. 

The material of the present chapter rests mainly on Recop'dacion de Leyes 
dc los licynos de Lndias, the official embodiment of the laws for America issued 
by the kiug and India Council during the thrce centuries of Spanish mle, A 
histoiy of tliis valuable work together with an analj'sis of its contents has 
bcen given in Ilist. Ccnt. Am., i. 285-8, this series, I t does not, however, 
contaiu all the laws issued, nor does it indicate more than a small part of the 
variations they have iindergone, and thc student is accordingly obliged to 
constilt a nuinber of other collections macle bc;fore its first publication, in 
1681, or between the dates of its later editions, some bearing on special suh-
jeets or districts, others covering u liraited period, Foreraost ainong these as 
the first coUection priiited in America is the Proviciones, Ccdu'as, e t c , pre-
pared by Oidor Puga of the Mexico audiencia, ancl published at this city in 
1563, I t isgenerally known by his name and embraces merely the laws con-
cerning New Spain up to tliis date. The method of Puga is faulty, and this 
is the more to be regretted as the work is invaluable for tlie early history of the 
country. Montemayor, oidor of tlie samc auclieiicia, who by supremc ordcr 
reissucd in 1671 the Sumarios of laws for all tlie Indies printed in 16-28 under 
the care of Aguiar and Acti a, added to it the decrees directed to New Spain 
during this interval, I t was published at Mexico as Svmarios de las Ceduias, 
iii a biilky folio, Two distinct supplements contain the important decrees of 
thc audiencia and viceroys and governors respectively, siuce the formation of 
tlie govermnent. Occasional laws are given iii fuU, the rest cover in extract 
form half of each page, the other half being reserved for very imperfect 
marginal n^tes, Before he came to Mexico Montemayor had been govemor 
and eaptain-general of EspaSoIa, and conseqtiently presideiit of its audiencia, 
The growing rarity of this work iuduced Oidor Bele a iii 1787 to publish at 
]\Ie.\ieo by suhscription a coUectiou supplementary to that of the 1681 edition 
of the Recoji'tlacion de Ind'ias, under the title of Recopilacion Sumaria, in two 
f, liu volumes, To this he prcfixed a reprint of the two appendices of Monte-
m;iyor, and two coUections of the audiencia and criminal court decreeswhieli 
hud appeared since his tiine. Although the divisioii of tlie subjcct into five 
purts is iucon venient, yet the work is far superior to its prcdecessors, with niore 
iiscful margiiials. Tlie secoud volume is rcscrved for the decrees and regula-
tiuiis lequiriug full text, The pretentious Bihliofcca de Le(jislac'ion Ultra-
'iiiurii t, Lssued at ]\Iadrid 1844-46 by Zamora y Coronado, contains all the 
latcst important laws for the reduced possessions of Spain beyond the ocean, 
but it is very faulty for the eighteenth and the opening of the present cen-
tuiy, the important changes made during this stirring period betng reserved 
eithcr for liasty summarics or occasional iuiperfect notes, 

In addition to these coUections and those mentioned in other volumes, I have 
consulted for this chapter Ordenuuzas ilcl Con.srjo Real, INIadrid, 1681; Prov'i-
d"iicias lietdes, MS., Mexico, I7.S4;/.'ra/cs Ccdttla'^, MS., 2 vols,; Cec/u/ario, 
r^IS,, 3 vols., contatning a selection of the more important decrees, in fuU 
text, touching New Spuin, and serving therefore as valuable auxiUaries to the 

.J 
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•Btandard publications, Ordenes dc la Corona, 7 vols,, partly tn printed form 
but chiefly manuscript, possesses the additional iuterest of containing numer-
ous origiuals with the signatures of the kings, from Philip I I , to Cárlos I I I . , 
of ministers, prelates, andjudges, The last volunie of Disjjosiciones \^arios, 
6 vols., is peculiar as being reserved chiefly for edicts of the inquisition on 
books, inorals, and articles of faith. Fei-nando VII., Decretos, Mex. 1836, 
contains the cédulas issiied by this monarch during the sttrring times which 
preceded the independence of the mainland colouies. 

Hardly less important than the laws, for a subject like the preceding, are 
the instmctions left by different viceroys to their sticcessors, Not all of 
these have been preserved, and many of these dignitaiies neglected to do 
tlieir duty in this respect; nevertheless the more important have been issued 
in manuscript and print, and stand on my shelves as Vircyes, In.sfriicciones, iii 
two series, partly MS,, and relating alsoto resideucias, witli sevcral original 
documents, The value of this class of papers for history, induced the Mexi-
can govemment to publish anumber of them, together with pertinent letters, 
under the title of Instrucciones que los ]^ireyes.. .dejaron, Mexico, 1867. Tlie 
most valuable of the tnstmctions are undoubtedly those of ReviUa Gi^edo the 
younger, the ablest ruler of New Spain, whose name has found an imperish-
able monument in the many reforms effected by him, in tlie embelli. hments 
of his capital, and in political writtngs, notably the Iitsfruccion, 1794, v/hich 
has been reprtutcd more than once in quite voluminous form, and widely dis-
tributed also in manuscript. The careful arrangement of subjects and para-
graphs accords with the clear and potnted style, and enahles one rcadily to 
grasp the exhaustive review presented of every department of governmciit, 
with its accompanyiug criticisms and suggestions. Scveral of his letters are 
preserved, and I possess a collection of liis decrees fonning a folio voluine. 
The importance of the period following ReviUa Gigedo's rule has led me to ob-
tain manucript copies also of their instructious, including Branciforte's and 
Azanza's, which are modelled on the preceding, thougli less bulky, 

A useful adjunct to this material is presented in the Jlemor'ial y Xoticias 
Sacras ij Rtales, 1640, of Calle, which forms semi-official statistics of districts 
and towns, sees and offices in the five audiencia districts of the New Spain 
royalty, together with sorae account of official routine. Pinelo refers in de-
tail to his several manuscripts on similar subjects. Ep'dome, ii, 798-9, More 
particulaily devoted to routine and form are Jlorrno, Retjlas, Mexico, 1637, 
for judicial officers; Jlarfinez, Lihrería de Jueccs, Madrid, 1791, for guidauce 
of unprofessional inagistrates; JLxico, Aranceies de las Trdiuncdes, e t c , Vlex-
ico, 1759, giving duties and fees of courtsand courtofficiais; Jlexico, C'ircular 
Xomhramkntos, ISIS., Ccrflf. de las Jlcrccdcs, MS., and Yrolo, (Jjx-.ra, Mexieo, 
1605, provide forins for official proceedings; Leyes, Vtn-'itis Ai jtucionrs, MS., 
in eight books, concems chiefly officiuls and their duties, but the uotcs are of 
little value; EJ'idos de JIcx'ico, Aiitos, M.S., gives valuahle information about 
town lands iu connection with legal proceedings by the Mexico municipality 
for protecting its grants, Official statistics are given iii Zu iga y (Jniivcros, 
Calend. Jlan. y Guici Forasteros, Mex, 1789, and in GuiaForusf. oí later years, 
while the colonial system finds reviewers in such books as \'iIIarrocl, Enfrr-
medades PoiiL, and Campiilo, Xucvo Sistcma, Madrid, 1789. Campillo -nrote 
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the book as early as 1743, and before this a number of papers appeared from 
his pen on similar topics which did not a little to promote reforms in admin-
istration. 

I give herewith in compact form, for further review, the authorities con-
sulted for the preceding chapter: Ptign, Celulario, 80-1, 101-2, 127, 1.34, 
I5J - I , lOI, I80-'207; Reales Cédulas,' MS,, i, 10-13, 30-4, 65-80, 203-8; 
ii, 22, 74, 86, 109-63, -237; Ordencs de la Coro)ia, MS,, i, passim; ii. 10; 
iii, 61 et seq.; Crdidario, MS., i. 34-46, 169-76; iu, 39-58, 164-6, 192-7, 
2 ; 5 - l l ; iv, i,; l'rovidnirias lictdcs, ^M.S., passiin; V'ireyes dc JIcxico, MS., 
1-4; liccoj). de Itid., i.-iL, passim; Jlonfcmayor, Svinarios. 1 et seq.; Jlex-
i.'o. Ordenanzas Ciudad, ]MS., 1-34; Jlonumntfos Domin. Esp., MS., 125-8; 
Linarts, Lnst., MS., 12-44; Bcle a, Llecop., L, passim; Ordrnauzu.s del 
Coitsrjo lirui, 1-206; Reviila Ci'/eilo, Bandos, nos. 2-72; Id., Inst)-ucci'>n, 
M S . , ' L 43-99, 199; ii. 121-5; Id., RcsitLnciu, MS., 438-9; Azanza, Ynstr., 
MS., 4-49, 77, 102-3; Ccdlc, Jlem. y Xof., 7, 4.3-100, 132, 105-83; Conz'ilcz 
Diírila, Teatro Ecies., ii, 101; CoL Doc Inrd., xxL 439, 46'2-93; Jlrdina, 
Cron. S. Diego, 227-34, 246; V'tlia-Senor, Theatro, i. 17-19, 37-.J0, 61-89, 
l'20-82; Pacheco and (Jdrdenas, Col. Doc, xvii, 178; Cartas de I,id., 206; 
Doc Il'ist. Jlex., série i, tora, i, 38-9, 139-164, 315-76, 4]-2-26, 457, 474-83, 
504, .545; iL 72-4, 99, I I I , I '24etseq, ; Cogoilvilo, Il'ist. Yiic, 404; Papeles de 
Ji.<uitas, MS,, 39-41; EJ'tdos de JIcx., MS,, 70 e t seq , ; Amei-ica, Dcsrrip., 
^LS., 103-4; Ccrtificacion de las Jlercedcs, M8., 92; RockwelVs Span, ,ind 
JIcx. Law, 405-6; Jlorclli, Fasti Novi Orhis, 281-3; Saii .Miguci, Seguuãa 
(Jtt'tu, 14-2-00; Vilicn^rocl, Enj'crmedudcs, 68-127; FernantloVIL, Documeidos, 
314-27; Lrnia tlc J'ejada, Ajniitt. Ilist., no. 5, 388-92; Cuinp'dio, Xuevo Sis-
t'inu, passtra; Guerra, Rev. X. Esj)., 617-18; Jlartinez, Lihre.r'iu, iii. 69-122, 
373; ('uf:,, J'rrs Siglos, i. I5S; Ancona, llist. Yuc, Zamacois, IIi.<t. JléJ., iv. 
5-46; v. 290, 579, 600, 625-80; x, 1319-25; Pap. \'(n:, v, 39-57; cxhi, 10-12; 
cliii, 14-51; Zufitlu, licv. Jícx., 19; \"iagcro Unir., xxvi. 26,5-70, '283-4; xxvii. 
4-S; Livcra, Gobernantes de JIcx., i. 110, 156, 186, 22.5, 240-2, '2(j:>; Bejamur, 
Lis'urso Expoft., 1-32; Spanis/i Emjiire inAm., 10.3-34; Ton-ente, Ilist. Rcv., 
i. 7; Jlt'tjcr's Jlex. Azf., i. 260 1; Aivurcz, Estudios Ilisf., iii, 194, 380-1, 
4.'i;}-4; Ogilhtfs Am., 263-4; Alaman, Ilist. JIcx., i. '25, 44-57, 113-14; iiL 
25; Ccdfo, Annulcs Hist., i. l-IO; Ziimora, B'ih. Leg., iv, 214-26, 523-37; 
Jlornio, Reglas Ciertas, passini; Grrrit/ion''s Or. andCcil., 104-5; /(/,, Jlcmo'tr, 
34; Dicc Uitiv., viii, 735-6; x, 44-2-3; Emitjrut/o Observador, 5--24; Zttnitja 
y O., Ctdend., 37-46; Yoinicfs IIi.<t. of JIcx., 61; Guia de Pnrasteros, 1707, 
47-78, 107-35; Gutierrcz, Leijes de Rcf, 528-36; Ribadeneira, Compendio, 
1-531; Diario JIcx., i., passiin; u, 195, 337-9; iiL 491-2; iv. 10-36, 389-90, 
407; V, 4, 5-25-30; vi, 29-31; vu, 418; viu. 108, 214-15, 408-60; ix, 699-70; 
X. 1-27, 5-28; xiL 396, 644; xiiL 27, 152, 267, 416, 700; Gazeta Mex., i. 8-127; 
ii. -23.5, 411; iu, 130, 153, 410; iv. 16-92; v. 3-8, 276; x. 106-17; xu, 4; xiv. 
160-6. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

MINES AND MINING, 

1500-1800. 

TRAFFIC WITH THE NATFVES OF CEXTKAL AMEEICA—DOINGS OF TIIE CON-

QUERORS IN THAT QrARTER—]SÎINERAL D E P O S I T S — S O M E T H I N O OF 

SouTH AMERICA—EAULIEST DISCOVERIES IN INIEXICO—AZTEC M I N -

ING—PROTECTIVE POL CY OF THE CROWN—A Cn Ar DISC'OVEKV— 

D I S T R I B U T I O N A N D Co.NSrMrTION OF Q n C K S I L V E R — F l - a i T L K S S l Æ r u R T S 

T O O B T A I N I T I N M E X I C O — ( Í K O L O C K A L V l E W — S l L V E R O l t E S — ( T U L D 

AND O T U E R M E T A L S — Q r A R R l E S AND S A L NES—LuCATION OF R l C H 

M l N E S — A T T R A C T I V E R E G I O N S — G l ' A N A j r A T O , S.\N L u i s P O T O S Í , A N D 

ZACATECAS—THEIR AI)V.\NT-\(;E OVER THE N O R T I I — M I N L S NE.VR TIIE 

CAEITAL—TiiE Cu Ri'o DE MINERÍA—A GREAT MINING TRIBUN.VL— 

N E W L A W S — M l N I N G S Y S T E M — T l I E TOTAL Y l E L D OF M E X I C O T l I E 

S H A R E O F T H E C R O W N — B l B L I U G R A P I I I C A L , 

SILVER and gold! Silver and gold! The iinage and 
measure of wealth; the shadow, superior to substancc, 
before which throughout the agcs all men bovv; vvhat 
magic spells these inetals cast upon the destinies of 
mankind! Without referrino- to the earlier mininíji' 
fields of history, the Ophir of tlie Jcvvs, the Pactolian 
placers of the Crccks, and the gold-produciiig colonies 
of tlie Roinans, there is enough to command ])rcs-
ent attention in our Pacific States territory, through-
out the leng^th and breadth of wdiich nature strewed 
liberally tlie precious metals. In the })rescnt volume 
I shall speak only of the deposits of Central America 
and Mexico; accounts of those of the northern regions 
will appear in the subsequent divisions of this histori-
cal series.^ A s there is pleasing fiction in their value, 
so there is fascinating romance in their story. 

* On the beautiful chromo-Iithograph maps of the ^luuich coUection, exe-
cuted uuder the direction of Prof, Kunstmanii, gold-bearing regions are desig-

( 503 ) 
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Gold and godliness were the tvvo great engines 
which drove on the Spaniards to overrun and occupy 
the lands discovered by Columbus. The dissolute iii-
dulgence of these passions, so opposite, and yet in 
them so strangcly blended, resulted not alone in the 
cxtcrmination of the Americans, but reacting upon 
themselves, dimmed the ancient glory of Spain, and 
scnt rottenness to the bones of the then most powei-
ful nation of Europe. " In tha t climate," says Go-
mara, " as in Pcru the people turn yellow. I t may be 
tha t the desire for gold vvhich fills their hearts shines 
íorth in their faces." Some claim to have computed 
tha t during the first century after the conquest of 
Peru there went from the New World to Spain silver 
enough to make a bridge across the Atlantic, a yard 
and a half vvide, and two inches thick, or that brouidit 
together in a heap it would overtop the mountains 
of Potosí! 

In Espanola, immediately after the diícovery of 
America, one piece of gold was found weighing 3,200 
castcllanos. Miners obtained from six to 250 caste-
llanos a day. In the ships vvhicli perislicd vvith Ijoba-
dilla, gold to the value of 200,000 castcllanos v.'as lost. 
In the year 1501 Rodrigo de Bastidas and Juaii de 
la Cosa cxchano'ed vvith the nativcs of Darien hawks-

o 

bells and glass beads for pcarls aiid the goldcn orna-
ments of the nakcd savagcs. In 1502 Columbus had 
no sooner landed upon the coast of Honduras tliaii 

nated by gold-colored or gilt spots, Ou map no, iv., supposed to have been 
drawn by Salvat de Pilestrina about 1515, gold is indieated in our territoiy 
only on the Pcarl Islands. Map of Fernaiido Colon, 1527, represents gold in 
CastiUa del Oro, (Justa Rica, Ilonduras, Guateniala, Yueutun, aud nonc on 
tlie islands. Map no, vL, the maker iiot knov. n, but supposcd to liuve heen 
drav.n hetween thc yeurs 1532 and 1540, has gold indicuted ou tlie Peail 
I.^lunds, the island oí fci/uuntc jiucjttc in the vicinity of Tehuantepec, islaiid 
of sniicitis fiái s (S;uito Tomás), oif cu]ie St Lucas, two islands olf t ie coast of 
L wer C;iIiforiii;i called >nadaicnit and / s cuzoiies, Map no. viL. by Baptista 
AL'iiese, 1540-50, Pearl Isl;in,ls, IiiciLiiin, Yucatan which is represented as 
an islaiid, twu small islands off tlie soutliern coast of Central America, called 
y ' 'c gi rru un, l //'/,' 'jut.s. Furtlier uortli off Tchuantepcc tlie islaud fcjuiitife 
jiuiji '. Oli'.'sinulua oiie siiiall islaiid .<or(itu. Mups uos, x., xi., xii., by Vaz 
Duiiradu, 1571, a niiltitiide ,)f is'umls (,ii b;itli shorcs of Central America and 
Mexicu arc icpieseut '.1 as gj .dbeai ing, Noue of the interior is so colored. 
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his mind vvas excited bv reports of distant rcalms, 
where gold was found in such abundance tbat the 
commonest utensils of the inhabitants were made of 
tha t metal. W h a t may have been vao^ue rumors of 

• • •» • *" O 

the civihzed kingdoms of ]\Icxico and Peru was con-
strued by the heated imagination of the great admiral 
to mean no other than tlie gorgeous cities of the 
Genghis Kahn. Along the coast of Honduras the 
natives wore ornaments which they called guanin, an 
inferior quality of gold. N o pure gold was found 
until the discoverers Iiad arrived at a bay of Costa 
Rica, called by the natives Caribaro, a place well 
known to the inhabitants of Honduras as rich in 
gold.'^ Here pure gold was w^orn by the natives in 
plates suspended from the neck by cotton cords. 
Thcy also exhibited rude imitations of eagles and 
other objects in guanin. Pcrceiving wdth vvhat cu-
pidity the strangers regarded tlieir golden ornaments, 
the Indians of Caribaro informed thc Spaniards that 
tvvo days' journey easterly along the coast woulcl 
bring them to a province called Veragua, where tliat 
metal was found in abundance, and wdiere all thcir 
ornaments were fabricated. This Indian province of 
Veraofua was situated on vvhat is novv known as the 
river Veragua running through the north-vvestern 
corner of what was later the state of Panainá. Tho 
earnest desire of the admiral to find a passage to India 
prevented his landing at that point on his downvvard 
passage; but failing to find a strait, and the supply 
of gold growing less as he doparted from this point, 
he rcturned to Veragua, anchored his ships, aiid prc-
pared to examine the mines of that country. The 
adelantado, Bartholomew Columbus, on the Gth of 
February 1503 set out with sixty-eight armed men, 

*' Of the two Cariaians whiche he brought with him from Cariai, he was 
enfourmed that thc regions of Cerabaro ancl Aburema were rich in gohl, aud 
tliat tlie people of Cariai liave al their gohl from tlience for exchange of otlier 
of thcir tliinges. They toldc liiin also, tliat iii tlie same rcgions tliere arc live 
vilhiues, not farre from tlie sea side, whose inhuhitanícs applie tl;eiiiscl\es 
onely to the gathering of gohl, Tlie names of tliese \ illages are thcsc, Chi-
rara, Purcn, Chitíiya, Cureche, Atamea,' l'cfcr Jlurtyr, dec. iii. cap, 4. 
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on a visit to the mines.^ H e ascended the river a few 
leagues wdien he encountered the quibian, or king of 
Veragua, who warily welcomed liim, and provided 
him guides to conduct him to the base of the inoun-
taiiis around and avvay from his ovvn richer and near 
mines, to those of a neÍGfhborinof chieftain vvith whoni 
Iie w âs at vvar. Bu t the Spaniards were not disap-
pointed. The soil over which they journeyed seemed 
to be impregnated for miles with fine particles of the 
precious metal. The adelantado and his companions 
wcre enabled to vvash out small quantities of gold froin 
earth taken from about the roots of great trees. As-
cending a hill they gazed vvith rapture upon the sur-
roundiiig country, vvhich as far as the eye could reacli 
was filled with riches beyond the wildest dreams of 
avarice. On another occasion the adelantado made 
an excursion along the coast westward, everyvvhere 
mccting with evidence of gold in abundance. Such 
w^ere the riches of tbis country, tha t the admiral de-
termined to plant a colony at this point, the first 
colony attempted upon the firm land of North Amer-
ica; but the jealousy of the quibian becoming aroused 
by the manifest intention of the permanent residence 
of the strangers wdthin his dominions, they were 
obliged to abandon the project.* 

The returns from the mines of the new dominions 
of Spain prior to the death of Isabella in 1504 were 
com])aratively insignificant, ovving partly to the rapa-
cious spirit of the adventurers, who preferred traffic 
with the nativcs to the drudgery of digging, and 
partly to the humanity of the queen, who forbade the 
compulsory imposition of native labor. Soon after 

' The natives of Veragua believed that in order to be successful it was 
necessary to practice temperance and chastity for some time before seekiiig 
for gold; and Columbus, desirous of inculcating in the minds of the Spaniards 
so wholesome a superstition, encouraged in them the practice of abstaining 
from women, of fasting and praying, before setting out upou a mining expedi-
tion, I'etir Jlarfyr, dec. iiL cap. 4; Ilcrrcru, dec. i. lib. vL cap. i.; ('urtadr 
('olott, iii Xuvarnte, i. 296; Las Casas, Ilist. Ind., lib. ii. cap. 25; Fernando 
Colon, Ilist. dei Almirante. 108, in Barci<i, i. 

* D'iego de Porras, in Xavarrete, i. 277; Petlro de Ledesma, in Id., iii. 550. 

uiiiÉtfÉÉ 
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her death, however, the revival of the inhuman system 
oî lypartiinientos, or app(3rtionment of Indians among 
settlers, vvhich was inaugurated during the administra-
tion of Bobadilla, led to an immense yield, Espanola 
alone sending to Spaiii half a million ounces of gold 
annually; and according to Herrera 450,000 ounccs of 
gold passed through the four foundries of that i,̂ de 
during the year 1506. All minerals Avere rescrved 
by the crown, and were, in common vvith other roval 
perquisites, jealously guarded. Pr ivate individuals 
were permitted to work the mines, but were obliged 
to pay into the royal treasury at first tw'o tliirds, and 
afterward one fifth of the proceeds. Later it was 
ordered tha t in everv audiencia district there should 
he a melting-house. I n 1508 Ferdinand creafed a 
province of tha t part of the coast of tierra firme ex-
tending from the gulf of Darien to Cape Gracias á 
Dios, and called it Castilla del Oro, or Golden Cas-
tile, from the great riches it had already yielded, and 
the golden visions of Columbus, who believed it to be 
the veritable Aurea Chersonesus, whence was derivcd 
the gold used in building Solomon's temple. Diego de 
Nicuesa was appointed governor of the province for 
ten years, with the r ight to enjoy the products of all 
mines by paying to the crovvn one tenth of the pro-
ceeds of the first year, one ninth the second, one eighth 
the third, one seventh the fourth, one sixth the íifth, 
and one fifth of the products of each of the succeeding 
five vears. 

In 1510 the bachiller Martin Fernandez de Enciso, 
while on his way to San Sebastian, on the gulf of 
Darien, where was planted the colony of Alonso de 
Ojeda, touched at Cartagena, and there vvas told 
of the fabulous wealth of the province of Zenu, east of 
the gulf of Darien, the mountains of wdiich were so 
impregnated with gold that during the season of rains, 
wdien the swollen streams rushed in torrents throuo'h 'i 

_ _ o 
the mountains, the nati^cs spread nets in which they 
caught the coarsest pieces, some of them being as large jijj 
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as cggs. Enciso was also informed tha t Zenu was the 
burial-place for all the surrounding tribes, and that 
thcir sLpulchres contained niany of the most precious 
ornamcnts vvliich had been buried with their dead. 
Thc hostilitics of the nativcs prevcnted their pene-
trating the country, but the reputed wealth of the 
province, the ornamented bones of the sepulchres, and 
the fisliing for gold with nets, long afterward excited 
tbe cupidity of the Spaniards, and led to subsequent 
disastrous expeditions. And vvhen the same astute 
bachiller drovc tlie cacique Cemano from his village on 
the western shore of the gulf of Darien, he found se-
creted in the houses and deposited in caverns along 
the banks of the River At ra to golden ornaments, 
bracclets, breastplates and anklets, to the value of ten 
thousand pesos.^ 

Vasco Nunez de Balboa in 1511 sacked the vil-
lages of Ponca, and found "certaine poundes weight of 
gold, gravcn and wrought into sundry ouches." The 
Pacific Ocean, as we vvell know, was fir.st called by 
the Spaniards the South Sea. The circumstanccs 
which led to this appellation are these: In the year 
1512 Balboa, then governor of Antigua, a Spanish 
scttlcment on the gulf of Darien, with eighty men, 
visited an Indian province some thirty leagues to the 
westward. The province was governed by a cacique 
named Comagre, whose eldest son, called Panciaco, 
was remarkable for his intelligence and lofty bearing. 
In order to appease their avarice, Panciaco presented 
the Spaniards vvith a large sum of gold, in the division 
of which they fell to quarrelling. Panciaco, overcome 
bydi.sgust,stepped forvvard,and struck the scales a blovv 
whicli scnt the glittering gold flying in every direction. 
H e then told them that it was unnecessary to fall out 
for such a trifle, for if they would cross those moun-
tains, pointing toward the south, they would discover 
a mighty sea, where was gold in abundance. A sea 

5 (tficilo, tom, i, lib. xxviii. cap. 2; Peter Martyr, dec. u. cap. 2; Herrera, 
dec, i, lib. vui. cap. 6. 
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to the southward then l)ccame a subject of deep inter-
est to all, and the year follovving Vtisco Xuncz crosscd 
the mountains and discovered tliis South Sea. 

Wbile on the march, Ponca, his old cnemy, now 
reconcilcd, presented him vvith sonie finely wrought 
ornaments from beyond the mountains, besidcs 120 
pounds of gold from his own dominions. As he 
was laboring under a sense of grcat indebtedncss to 
the Spaniards for their beads, hatchets, and Iiawlís-
bells, he apologized for the smallncss of thc gift by 
saviuûC tha t he had been robbcd the vcar bcf^re 

tj O 

by his enemies. Tlie next village at which Vasco 
Nuncz arrived bclonged to a cacique namcd Quasc-
qua, whcre after putt ing the inhabitants to ílight tb.e 
Spaniards found a considcrtible quantity of gold, one 
fifth of vvhich was sct apart for the crovvn, and the 
remainder dividcd amono- the adventurcrs. Aftcr 

o 

makiiiíx the p-rand discovery of the Pacific from the 
suinmit of the mountain near the íîulf of San ]}JiíxueI, 

o O ' 

Balboa descended to the sea-shorc vvhere he ciicoun-
tered a cacique wdiose name vvas Chiapes, A vollcy 
of muskctry and the charge of the bloodhounds soon 
pacified this province, and Chiapes being informcd 
of the lovc vvhich his strange visitors entertaincd for 
gold, tremblingly presented him with his entire storc, 
some 400 pcsos. For although this country abounded 
in the precious metal, these natives having no use for 
it took no pains to gather it. 

When, on the 29th of October 1513, Balboa had 
consummated the ceremonial acts of taking posscssion 
of the Southern Sea for the crowms of Castile and 
Leon, the nativcs directed his attention to a group 
of lovv islands which they reprcsented as beiiig exceed-
ingly rich in pearls. H e vvas then standing upon the 
shores of the main ocean at the entrance to the oulf 
of San ]\IioueI, and the islands were some seven 
leagucs distant. One distinguished as being thc largcst 
of the group was said to abound in pearls of an im-
mense size, "as large as that ," said the Indians, placing 
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the thumb and first finger together, "and taken from 
shell-fish as large as that ," pointing to a bucklcr 
which hung from the arm of a Spaniard. Vasco Nu-
hez thereupon called the largest island Isla Rica, and 
to the archipclago he gave the nameof the Pearl Isl-
ands, I.sla Rica later became known as tlie island of 
San MifTuel. 

From the tovvn of Chiapes Balboa crossed a great 
rivcr and entered the province of Cocura, where he 
obtained gold to the value of six hundred and fifty 
])csos. H e then crosscd the water to an arm of the 
gulf of San Miguel, latcr knovvn as the Rio Savana, 
and entered a province belonging to a cacique named 
Tumaco, who, besides gold valued at 014 pesos, "t' ,'! 
brought him a bovvl filled with magnificent pearls, 
240 of which vvere of extraordinary size and beauty. 

Vasco Nunez and his companions were by this 
time fully aware of the immense riches of that coun-
try in gold, for, although the nativcs placed but little 
vtdue upon it, merely gathering wdiat they could 
casily pick up from the surface of the ground, yet 
cvcrvvvhere thcy found it amoncr the Índians, in 
largcr or smaller quantities, usually wrought into 
various shapes. Bu t here vvas proof givon them, that 
this southern sea contained pearls in no less profusion 
than its shores yielded gold, and a knowledge of this 
fact grcatly enbanced the value of their discovery. 
"Our men marvellcd greatly," says Pe te r ]\íartyr, "a t 
the size and bcauty of thcse pearls, although thcy 
wcrc not perfectly white, because they can not take 
tlicm out of the sca musscls, except they first roast 
tliem, that they niay the easicr open themselvcs; and 
also that the físh may have the better taste. For they 
cstccm it a dclicate and princely dish, vvhich they 
firize more highly than tlie pcarls theinselves." 

A\'hen the chief Tumaco beheld the eagerness with 
wliich thc Spaniards rcgarded his pearls, to shovv them 
thc small value which he placed upon these baubles, 
and hovv easily they could be obtained, he sent some 
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of his men to fish for them, and aftcr an absence of 
four da^'s they returned vvith a iiiost beautiful collcc-
tion, amounting to tvvelve inarks wcio-ht, or ninety-six 

O _ O ^ J 

ounces, The Spaniards taught thein how to open 
the ovstcr without damaoino' the ])carl, and thc Indians 

•̂  O O L ^ 

vcry soon learned to prize tbe jcvvcl more than the 
fish. Aftervvard,when the pcarls bccame an important 
article of commerce, these Indians trained certain of 
their youths as divcrs. By practice thcy accustomed 
themselvcs to remain beneath thc water for a lono 

O 

time. Tlicy could fish for large pearls only in calin 
vvcather as thcy wcrc found in dcep water; the smallcr 
03'sters werc nearer the beach, and were frequently 
deposited upon it by the wdnds and tide. 

Ou Iiis rcturn journcy, Vasco Nuhez entcred and 
ascended a large rivcr flowing into the gulf, probably 
the Savana, to which he gave the name of San Lúcar, 
and landed at a province called Teaochan, tlie name 
of whose chief was Fcsca, whcre he was ])rcsciîted 
with IGO ounces in gold and 200pearls large and fine, 
except tha t they had been somewhat discolored from 
the action of the fire. 

The next province belonged to a cacique named 
Poncra, who w âs hidcously deformcd, and who aban-
doned his village on the apj^roach of the Sj)aiiiards. 
Gold to the value of 3,000 j)csos was j)ickcd up in 
J ie villagc, and thc Indians who accoinj)anied Va.sco 
Nuncz informed hiin tha t this vvas onc of the richest 
jDrovinccs in all those parts. Balboa named the jilace 
Todos Santos. P a r t of his comj)any who had re-
mained at the tovvn of Chiaj)cs joined bim at this 
placc. As they journcycd northward froin Chiapcs 
thcy entercd tlie dominions of a cacique callcd B(mo-
niama. Their fame having j)reccded thcni, this chief-
tain rcccived thcm vvith cvcry dcmonstration of joy, 
and immediately j3resented theni vvith gold valued at 
2,000 pesos. They then accompanied this band of 
Spaniards to Todos Santos, in order to pay tlieir re-
sj)ccts to Vasco Nuhez. 

HisT. M x., VoL. I I I . 36 
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Continuing their journcy toward the north, they 
were one day overtaken by a band of Indians vvho 
came froni a province which lay some distance out of 
tlicir cour.se, and, presenting the Spaniards with 
thir ty large gold plates, weighing 14,000 pesos, they 
invited them to visit their chief, who would give 
them a much larger amount. They also bcíXíícd Vasco 
Nuncz to assist them in subjugating a j^owerful ncioh-
bor, whose riches were very great. Durino- their 
homeward march, gold had accumulated so rapidly, 
tha t they were unable to carry both their treasure 
and a sufficient quantity of jorovisions. Althouo-h 
thcy had Indians in abundance to act as bea.sts of 
burden, yet each man vvas not able to carry more 
than two days' supply in addition to his load of metal. 
They endured, therefore, intense suíforing. 

Desccndino' the northern declivities of the moun-
O 

tains, they rested at a village, the cacique of vvhich 
was called Pocorosa, who gave them gold valued at 
1,500 j^esos, at the same time informing them of a 
neiíj'hbor named Tumanamá, wdiom Vasco Nunez with 
sevcnty men surprised by night and took prisoner with 
his cight}' wives and go d to the value of 9,000 j^e.sos. 
Not lono after he was released, when he collected 

O ' 

within a few days ninety marks of gold and gave it 
to Balboa. Beino asked where this ÍÎOICI vvas found, 

O O 

Tumanamá refused to answer, fearful that if the 
locality was made known to the Spaniards they vvould 
never leave his dominions. I t was ascertained by 
trial, hovvever, tha t the soil in the vicinity vvas richly 
iinpregnated,and Vasco Nuhez determined to establish 
there a fort for the protection of inining and commcrce 
between the tvvo seas. Continuing their way toward 
tlie north, the Spaniards arrived at the village of Co-
magre. The ol(I chief vvas dead, and Panciaco sue-
ceeded to the honors and dignities of his fatlier. He 
reccived Vasco Nunez with great joy, prescnted him 
with gold to the value of 2,000 pe.sos, and reccived in 
return a linen shirt and some trinkcts, vvith vvhich he 

"•^iîije^. 
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was highly dclighted. The Spaniards then rcturncd 
to Antigua, carrying wdth them 40,000 j)csos in gold, 
whicli on account of the immcnse yield from Peru is 
worth at this time, A. D. IGOO, says Herrera , more 
than 300,000.« 

I t appears from the narratives of Vasco Nunez and 
others, tha t upon the Is thmus at this time gold vvas 
held by the natives in about the same estimation tha t 
copper, iron, or any base metal is regarded by primi-
tive nations. I t was usually found wrought into 
ornaments, such as breastplates, anklets, wristlets, as 
wcll as vessels for domestic jourposes. I n fact, vvhen 
the use of iron became known to the natives, thov 
valued tha t metal above anything on earth, and 
thought themselves extremely fortunate if they could 
obtain a hatchet, a knife, or even a joiece of old hooj3 
iron, for an equal vveight of gold. 

Mining for gold on the continent of America w âs 
first attcmjDted by Europeans in the 3^ear 1514. 
Three leagues from the settlement of Santa María 
de la Ant igua del Darien was found a spot wdiere the 
hill-sides, j^Iains, and river-banks were so richl}^ im-
pregnated as to at t ract the attention of the colonists. 
I t vvas their custom to first elect a mining supcrin-
tendent, or surveyor, under vvhose direction plots of 
ground were measured oíf tvvelve paces square, tlie 
location of wdiich w'as at the option of the claimant, 
only avoiding preoccujjied ground. Indian slaves 
wcre then set tc work, and if the spot chosen proved 
barren, it mioht be abandoned and another selected. 

About this time vvere started among the colonists 
of Darien stories of the golden temple of Dabaiba, 
inland from them a little south of west sixty or eighty 
leagues. The colonists sought to find the place and 

^ 'Acordô de partirse para el Darien, con mas de quarenta mil pesos de oro, 
cpie valian entonces mas que aora trecientos mil, lo qual ha sido causa la 
iníinidad que dello ha dado el Pirú. ' IIer,-cra, dec, i, lib. x, cap. 5. See also 
I'i tcr Jlartyr, dec. iii. cap. 3; Oviedo, lib. xxíx, cap. 5; Gomara llist. 
I,id., 80. 
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fciiîc l. Two subsequent attemjDts, both equally un-
í-ucccssful were made to capture tlic golden tenij)le, 
ciic by Vasco Nunez and Luis Carrillo conjointlv, and 
thc othcr by the factor of Pcdrarias, Juan de Tabira. 
A pricst of the j:)riory of Darien named Jacobo AI-
varez Osorio spent many years searching for the 
golden temjDÎe, during wdiicb time he endured great 
liardships and experienced many dangers. 

Tello de Guzman with one hundred men pcnetrated 
to the Soiith Sea in 1515. H e discovered the site 
of ancient Panamá, a countrv^ famous for its richncss, 
but vvhere he found only sonie fishermen's huts. From 
the province of Chagre he obtained gold to the value 
of 12,000 castellanos, and from Chepo 12,000. He 
rctrcrned to Ant ioua loaded wdth íîold, but alraost 

O O ' 

famishcd from hunger and thirst. Gonzalo de Badajoz, 
another captain of Pedrarias, crossed the Isthmus in 
1515 from Nombre de Dios to the bay of Panamá vvith 
one hundred and thir ty men. Upon the suminit of 
the cordilleras Badajoz surprised a chief named Toto-
nagua, from whom he obtained gold valued in all at 
12,000 castellanos. From a neighboring cacique he 
i'cccived in rcturn for his friendship 8,000. They 
found thi;i mountain region exceedingly rich in gold. 
" Whercver thcydigged,"says Pe te r Martyr,"vvhether 
on thc dry land or in the w^ct channels of tlie rivcrs, 
thcy found the sand which they cast forth mixed with 
u'old," A t the villaoe of Natá, on the wcstern border 
()f the gulf of Panamá, the Spaniards found gold to 
the value of 10,000 ca,steIlanos; south-wcst of Natá 
froin a cacique named Escolia they obtained 9,000, 
and at other provinccs from tvvo to tcn thousand cas-
tellanos. Thus far Badajoz had secured gold to the 
value of 80,000 castellanos, "which was worth more 
in thosedays," says Herrera , " than 500,000 after the 
discovcry of Peru." 

Thc whole country in the vicinity of the bay of 
Panamá, and for tvvo hundrcd lcagucs above and 
bclow Darien, according t ) the last mentioned chron-

' O 

, i iri I 
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icler, was found to be exceedingly rich in gold. Tha t 
in the possession of the natives, however, was usually 
found wrought into breastplates, and utensils of vari-
ous soits. Such as was found in a native state must 
have bccn quite fine, as Herrera mcntions several 
pieces of extraordinary size found by Badajoz, which 
weighed tw^o castellanos. While in this vicinity Ba-
dajoz entered the jirovince of a cacique named Cutará, 
but whoni the Spaniards called Paris . The chieftain 
fled at their aj^joroach, but upon being threatened 
with the bloodhounds, he sent them, in four baskets, 
gold to the value of 50,000 pesos. The ungrateful 
Sjianiards, flushed with their success, entered his 
village by night and securcd nearly as inuch more. 
This base treachery so exasperated the savages that 
thc}^ attacked Badajoz with an army of 4,000 war-
riors, killed seventy of his men, and captured all tlie 
gold vvhich he had taken, amounting to over 160,000 
castellanos, equivalent to at least one million of dollars 
at the present time. Subsequently he visited the 
island of Tabogá, where he obtained a small quantity 
of gold. H e then returned to Antigua. 

" When I vvas superintendent of the mint in Cas-
tilla del Oro," says Oviedo, " I have oftcn melted 
gold from Veragua, and am well convinced of the 
cxistence of rich inines in tha t province." The colo-
nists at Na t á established a considerable traffic wáth 
the natives of Veraoua, sendinof thi ther their Indian 

O ' O 

servants vvith cotton cloth and hammocks to exchange 
for gold. 

The Pear l Islands W'Cre first visited by Gaspar de 
Morales and Francisco Pizarro. After the cacique 
was pacified by the arms of the Spaniards, he took 
JMorales up into a tovver which stood upon the roof 
of his house, whence an unbroken vievv was presented, 
and pointing to the islands on either side said, " B e -
hold the infinite sea, extending even beyond the sun-
beams; behold the islands, all are subject to my sway. 
They contain but little gold; but the deep places in 
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all tlicsc scas and about all these iíslands are full of 
pearls, of which you shall have as many as you vvill, 
so tha t you continue your friendship to me." ITc 
brought a baslæt of pearls of one hundrcd' marks 
wcight, and agreed to ])ay annually to the king of 
Sj)ain onc hundred j:)Ounds of j)carls, as though it vvas 
a vcry light mattcr. 

In 1516 tlie licciitiate Gasj:)ar dc Espinosa trav-
ei'scd tlîc Isthmus, aiid rcca])tured the grcatcr pait 
of the gold which had bccn taken from Badajoz; but 
the natives flcd to tbc mountains at liis aj:)joroach, and 
althouo-h he found the country at lai'Lro wcll drained 

O -J c i 

bv formcr raids, the laroe amount wliicli he rccov-
i ' o _ 

cred was sufficient to cnricli cvcry man of Iiis com-
j)any. 

Iii 1522 Gil Gonzales and Andr(5s Nino discovcred 
tlic north-wcstern coast from Pananiá to the bay of 
Fonscca, taking posscssion of the province of Nicara-
gua, During the seventeen moiiths of their absence 
thcy journeyed 640 leagucs, and with 100 men vvent 
iiiland 244 leagnes, bcgging bread and gold. Of tlic 
lattcr thcy obtained tlie value of 112,500 ])Csos, a 
j>oi'ticn of whicli vvas of inferior quality, and worth 
twelve or thirteen dollars an ounce. Tlicy also ob-
tained j)cai'Is to tlie value of 145 pesos. This infcrior 
oold thcy found wrouoht into hatchcts aiid other usc-
ful impleniciits, and bells tlie purity and value ot 
which wcrc tcstcd by the sound, as the j)urer tlie gold 
tlie moi'c dull and ilat would be the sound. Of tlic 
112,500 pcsos thus obtaincd, 40,000 wcrc found bc-
twccii thc bay of David and thc l)ay of San A^icentc; 
14,000, tliirtccn cai'ats fiiic, wcrc (Íonatcd by the ca-
ciquc Nicoya in rcturn for thc baptism ol' 6,000 of his 
subjccts. Tbc cacique Nicaragua cheerfully gavc the 
Sjiaiiiards 25,000 ])csos. 

I [ernando dc- iSoto, one of the captains of Francisco 
Hernandcz de Cía'doba, who was scnt to Nicaragua 
by Pcdrarias after tlic rctui-n of (4il (b)nzales, col-
lcctcd an infcrior quality of gold to the valuc of 
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130,000 pesos, which was taken from hini by Gil 
Gonzales in an affray between the Spaniards h)r su-
premacy in tliat country. 

Dicgo Loj^ez de Salcedo, governoF of Honduras, 
jouriicyed from Trujillo ncar Cape Honduras, to the 
city of Lcon in Nicaragua. H e reported that in the 
valley of Olancho, about twenty-five leagues south of 
Trujillo, were mines so rich tha t with proper tools 
gold tvventy-two carats fine to the value of 200,000 
castellanos might be taken out in tvvo months. 

In the year 1528 Martin Estete and Gabriel de 
Rojas were sent from Ncw Leon by Pedrarias to the 
River San Juan in order to ascertain the character of 
the stream which drains the lake of Nicaraoua and 

O 

IManagua. Taking a circuitous route for the j:)urpose 
of examining the country they reached the ocean at 
Cape Gracias á Dios, and such w âs the i'ichncss of 
the country in tha t vicinity that they founded a col-
ony at tha t point, and Gabriel de Rojas remained to 
work the mines. About this time a large quantity 
of gold w âs taken from the River Guajape in the 
valley of Olancho. The first silver mincs of which I 
find mention, were opened in a beautiful valley of 
Honduras , at a place called New^ Valladolid, about 
th i r ty leagues from Trujillo.^ 

The colonists at Trujillo up to June 1533, took 
from the mines in their vicinity 3,532 pesos. Thcy 
rejoorted many mines ricli in gold and othcr inetals in 
the neighborhood, but such was the continued hos-
tility of the nativ^es that they were obliged to abandon 
not only their mining camps but the larger settle-
ments. B u t after the pacification of the country by 
Pedro de Alvarado the yield of the mines during 
six months of 1535 was 60,000 pesos, and as early as 
1538 the reputation of Honduras as a rich inining 
country was established.^ 

' 'Es ta assimismo en esta provincia la nueva Valladolid, con un valle, con 
gentil disposicion, y vista, y de ayre sano; cn la compana uy multitud de 
ganados, y buenas minas de plata. ' I /irrcra, Ilisf. Intl., dec. iv, lib, viii, cap, 3, 

' 'They bcgged Pcdro de Aharado, governor of Guatemahi, to grant thein 
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Francisco de Montejo, governor of Yucatan, about 
tlie vcar 1535 ])etitioned the crown to add to his oov-
ernment the province of Honduras, stating as a reason 
for so doing, t ha t in Honduras wcre rich niines of 
gold, while in Yucatan there were none, and w'ithout 
tha t attraction the land of Yucatan never vvould be 
j)acificd. 

Fclij^e Gutierrez, governor of Veragua in 1537, was 
í'̂ 'Liided by a native to some ricli gold mines situated 
within three or four leagues of the sea-shore be-
twccn the rivers Veragua and Concepcion; but being 
jorcsscd by discase and famine, he, as all others before 
liim had clone, was oblioed to withdraw from that 
country. In 1540, five or six men, formerly occupied 
in tlic mines of Honduras, crossed ovcr to Espanola, 
and reported tha t land rich in minerals, vvith an 
abui lance of game, fruit, grain, and honey.^ 

Dicgo Gutierrez in 1540 was apjiointed by the 
cin])cror governor of Nueva Cartago, or Costa Rica, 
aiid íive years later ascendcd for a fevv hiagues the 
1 ivcr Surrc, vvhich is suĵ jDosed to be the same that is 
now callcd Revenrayon which flows into the Carib- abu 
bcaii Sea in latitude about 10° 20'. Taking posscs- a l o 
sion of a deserted Indian village within the provincc >L;; 
vvhich gave naine to the river, the caciques occuj^y- ^ns 
ing adjticcnt j')rovinces brought in an inferior or liiiii 
alÍoyed gold to the value of 700 ducats. On being i.ii 
qucstioned whcnce it vvas obtained, they rcplied tliat k\ 
it caiiie from certain rivers flovving dovvn the sides of 
steep mountains in countries very distant. On tho 
southcrn slope of the mountains Gutierrez found tlie 
gold niore plentiful and the quality finer. I t was 
fabricated into necklaces and bracclets. The natives 

aid ' é dar (irdcn cémo no se acabassen de perdcr los espa oles que allí esta-
ban, cles],ol)I;indose una provincia taii rica de ininas de oro 6 otros inetales.' 
Ofi't/o, liisf. (Jcn., lih. xxxL, cap, 7. 

'•'' Las miiias de Ilouduras son cn la viUa que Ihiman Comayagua, liácia el 
vallc de yiuncho, trey:it;i y ciuco leguas dcstu mar del X'orte, y csi)eci;ilmcute 
(li ;,) his miiius de plata; é'de un quintal de la vena se sacan scys marcos de 
plata ,'. d,js pessus do oro, y esto sc ha visto scr assi pji' cl ciisayo,' Onctio, 
Jiiit. Cen., lih. xx.\i., cap, I I . 
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carried also golden trumj)ets three palms in length. 
Gutierrez vvas attacked on one of the affiucnts of the 
river Grande, or Virillo, vvhich flovvs into the gulf of 
Nicoya, in July , 1545, by about 3,000 natives, and 
himsclf and nearly all of his men were massacred. 
This battle resulted in the recovery, by the Indiaiis, 
of 100,000 castellanos in gold, which had been taken 
from them by Gutierrez.^'^ 

Three leagues from the city of Granada, in the lake 
of Nicaragua, is the volcano jMassaya, in the bovvels 
of which a fiery liquid eternally boiled. The fact that 
the ebullition was j^erj^etual, never discharging any-
thino save smoke aiid flame, and iiever becomino: rc-

O -' O 

duced by evaporation, Icd a Dominican friar, named 
Blas del CastiIIo, to bclieve the nioltcn inass to be a 
precious nietal. " W h a t a grand idea," thought lie, 
" to dravv mclted gold from the bovvels of the earth in 
b'dckets," A t lenoth, takino into his confidence otlicr 

O ' O 

Sjoaniards he agreed to descend to the floor of the 
crater and endeavor if possible to obtain some of tlie 
jorecious liquid. For this purjoose he carried vvith him 
a bucket-shajjcd jjiece of thick sheet iron attached to 
a long cliain. Arrived at thc floor of the crater Iie 
began paying out the cliain. Although the situation 
was none of the coolest, and the good father imagined 
himself nearer the infernal regions than he cvcr ex-
pected to be bcfore death, all vvent well. One hun-
dred and fifty fathoins of the chain were paid out, 
but as soon as it reached the reoions of fire below 

O 

the bucket shrivelled, the chain inelted for some dis-
tance, and the dream of the gold-dravvers was over. 
The Spaniards passed the night, without needing the 
liglit of the sun, meditating ujDon the uncertainty 
of volcanic mining operations.^ 

10 'Poi venirono certi Signori k visitarlo, e gli presentorono da settecento 
ducati d'oro di bassa lega.' ' Poi gli dimandô doue pigliauano I'oro, e gli 
risposero, che lo conduceuano da pucsi assai loutani, trouati iii certi íîumi, 
che discendeuano da certe asprissimc inontagne,' Benzoni, IlisL Jloitdo Xuovo, 
Ub, ii,, íol. 84. 

" ' A o de Mil y quinientos y ciiiqiienta y vno se dio licencia al licciiciado, 
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The old ^lilanese traveller and historian, Girolamo 
Bcnzoni, affirms tha t wdien in Nicaragua, about the 
ycar 1546, there vvere no mines of any description, al-
tliough the natives had in their jjossession an abun-
dance of gold, inuch alloycd, however, vvhich had 
bcen brought from other jDrovinces.^^ 

The shore of Venezuela was called by the early 
Spanish settlers the Pear l Coast, from the immense 
3'ield of tha t gem in those joarts. The licentiate, Don 
Pedro Ordonez de Zevallos, vvho visited that country 
in 1660, asserts that he saw at the fishery huge pilcs 
of jiearls vvhich could be measured by the bushel. 
On the coast of Urabá he discovered a temjjle which 
contained large idols of solid gold adorned with 
crovvns, sun or wd eel-Iike, the smallest of vvhich had 
rays or sj^okes of pure gold weighing twenty-eight 
pounds. 

I n Pe ru we shall find equally great goll-gathering 
stories; and there is no doubt that the yuhl froin 
this quarter assisted greatly in revolutionizing the 
commcrce and finances of the vvorld. 

Dur ing Iiis first voyage along the coast of Peru, 
Pizarro found gold in large quantitics only at Tum-
bez, a town situated at the entrance to thc g'alf of 
Guayaquil, although it was discovcred to be in the 
hands of all the natives to a greater or less extent. 
Having vvith him but a few inen, he gave orders that 
gold should be treated vvith indifícrence, so that the 
apprehensions of the natives might not be excited, 
and tha t the subsequent harvest inight be the richcr.^* 

The Indian province of C(jaque lying directly undcr 
the equinoctial line originally abounded in emeralds, 

y Dean Juan A uarez, para abrir este Volcan de Masaya, y sacar el metal.' 
Gomaru, IIi.<t. Ii /., 262, 

' 2 ' X'on lianno minere di metallo di forte alcuna, ábene che cuandogli Spag-
nuoli vi andarono, h;iueuano vna gran quantitâi d'oro di bassa lega, condotto 
d'aicie prouiucie,' Bcizoui, Ilist. Jlor lo Xuovo, lib, ii. IC2, 

'̂  ' E t vulenduli clare il Gouern.atore alquante gioic d'oro non le volse accet-
taic, di,^simukindo, clie iiuu andaua cercando tal cosa, c tornato alle naue e 
d.ito uotiiia dcl LUIÍO.' Bci-.oni, h'i.st. Jlottdo Xuovo, lib. iii. fol. 119. 

tllt I 
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found in no other region upon that coast. When the 
Spaniards under Pizarro invaded tha t jDrovince in 
1531, besides an abundance of gold and silver, they 
collected large quantities of this gem, some of theni 
as large as pigeons' eggs. I t is said that the rude 
soldiers, not knovving the value of this beautiful stone, 
broke them in pieces in order to test their value, a.̂  
they had been informed by one of the missionary 
friars tha t the emerald was harder than steel and 
could not be broken, and by this means alone could 
their genuineness be provcd.^* 

Proceeding southward and penetrating the interior, 
the Spaniards seized the ruler of the realm. N o t 
long after his capture the inca oflered sucli a ransoin 
as never jjrince or potentate dared promise before. 
" I vvill cover thisfloor vvith gold," said he to Pizarro, 
" if you wiU let me go." Then perceiving looks of iii-
crcdulity, which seemed to treat his offer as tlie insane 
boast of an exasperated captive, " Nay," said he, " I 
will fiU the room with gold as high as you ctxn reach," 
and stepjjing to the vvall he made a mark nine feet 
from the floor. " A n d if tha t is not enough, yonder 
room," he exclaimed, pointing to a smaller apartment 
adjoining, " that room shall be tvvice filled with silver 
if you will grant me my liberty." The gold was not 
to be melted clovvn, but vvas to retain its fabricated 
form, and tvvo months were allovved for the fulfilment 
of the agreement. Francisco Pizarro readily accepted 
the ofíer, gave a jjromise of release before a notary, 

^* 'Arriuammo a vno terra chiamataCoaque, qiial é sotto la linea equinottiale, 
doiie trouaramo, cjualche poeo d'oro, e qualche pietra dí Snieraido.' lieiat'iOité 
dJvii cujiifuii" Sj.agnvolo, in li'i.imcsio, iii. 371. 'Precianse de traer mucluLS 
joias de oro en las orejas, i en las narices, maiormente Esmerahlas, (iiie se 
hallan solameute en aquel p.iri.gc; aunque los Iiidios no Iian tiuerido in;j3trar 
los vcneros de cUas; creese que nascen alli, porcpe se han hal ado aîguiias 
mezcludas, i pegadas con guijarros, que es se a lde quaxarse de ellos.' Zurutr, 
lli.t, dcl Perú, lib. i. cap, iv. 'Camiuarou hasta llegar a vn gran Puchlo, cpie 
se dice Coacpie, al cpial saltearon, porque no se al(?ase como los otros Puclil )s, 
i alli tomaron cpiiiice mil l'esus cle Oro; i mil i quinientos Mareos de I'l;it;i, i 
muchas Piedras de Esincvaldas, que por el presente no fueron conoscidus, :ii 
tenidas por I'icdr;is de \ulor; por cstacausa los Espa oles las claban, i rescac;i-
bau coii los ludios pur R ipu i oa'uj cosas que los índios les dabaii por e.lus.' 
Xcres, Coi j . dcl l'tru, iu i^urri.i, iii, 182. 

I 
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and kcjjt it by finally killing his ca])tive. Atahualpa 'íîLd 
was garrotcd in prison, b}^ ordcr of Pizarro, just be- '^ ^^ 
fore the glitteri'.ig pile Iiad rcachcd thc stipulatcd l 
mark. The rapidity with vvhich this vast treasure 
came in showcd tbe wealth of tlie empire. The 
gold and silvcr of the Peruvians w âs lodged for the 
inost part in the tenqjles of the sun, and the palaccs 
of tlic inca. The chief jjlaces of dcposit were Quito 
and Cuzco, five hundred leagues apart, and the metal 
was transported froin every quarter of the realm on 
the backs of native porters. Sometimes treasure to 
the value of 40,000 or 60,000 castellanos would arrive 
iii a single da}'.^^ 

The articles gathered consisted of plates and other 
decorations for the temjjles and royal edifices, domostio 
ornaments and utensils, vases, salvers, and goblets, 
bcsidcs curiously wrought rejorescntations of animals 
and jjlaiits. The golden ear of maize encased in silvcr 
husk and tassel; singing birds with gold and silver 
jjlumagc; golden fountains with golden fi.shGS swim-
mino in their waters were amono the articlcs wdiich 

O O 

c )mj)Oscd this motley mass. AIl this except such of 
the fiiiest specimens as were setaside for a royal prcs-
eiit, vvas melted down into ingots of a uniform size 
and standard. 

Three Spaniards who vvere sent to Cuzco to super-
intcnd the collecting, stripped from the sacHw l edifices 
700 j)Iatcs, each about fifteen inches in lcngth by ten 
inchcs in vvidth. One of the temples vvas adorncd by 
a cornice of solid gold, which however was so firmly 

'^ 'Atabaliba ('] se teraia cayo enello, y dixo a Pifarro cpie no tenian razo 
de audar desconteiitos ni de acusarle, Pues el Quito, Pachacama y Cuzco, de 
(h,iide, principalméte se aiiia de traer el oro dc su reseate, estuuun lexos,' 
CoiiMri, Ilist, Iii.l., 152. ' Zarate, lihro seguudo capitulo sietc, suc;ida á la 
\:'.\".\ (lice. A su iiiagestad le pertencciô de su reul quinto, trcinta mil inarcos 
dc jlutu blanca, fuia y ceiidiada; y del oro cup'j á su magestad dc cpiiuto, 
ciciiío y veinte cueutos de marcos, Gomara, capitulo cieiito ydicz yoehodice-, 
lV;i;icesco Pizarro liiijo pcsar el Oro, y la plata despues de (j[Uel;itado.' Cur-
c.lu.s.so tlc la Vcgu C">n. liculcs, parte ii. lih. i. cap. 28. 'Les trésors (|ue I'on 
;!\ait livrés pour sa ran(;;on furtagés entre les Espa',mols; ils formaicnt un(. 
suinine d'un million vingt-cinq miUe cinq cent castilluns d'ur, ct cinquaiite-
deux miUe marcs d'urgeut.' Bcdhoa, IJisl. liu Pcrou, 'Lernaux-C mp nts, 327. 
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set as to resist their efforts. Two hundred cargas f)f 
gold and twenty-fivc of silver wcre thus added to the 
heap with whicli the captive monarch hoped to pro-
cure his liberty. 

Nat ive goldsmiths were employed Ijy the royal in-
spectors to perform this vvork of reduction, and sucli 
was its magnitude tha t more than one month was con-
sumed before it was finished. When melted dovvn 
and weighed, the whole amount which the inca liad 
thus collected for his ransom was found to be 1,326,-
539 castellanos of gold, and 51,610 marks of silver, 
equivalent at the present time to at least twcnty mill-
ions of dollars.^^ 

The distribution of this magnificent prize among a 
comparatively small band of adventurers took place 
under the superintendence of Pizarro on the 25th 
of Ju ly 1533, in the great square of Caxamalca. 
After invoking divine assistance in the j)erforinance 
of vvhat he affirmed to be a vvork of the most solcinn 
responsibility, he awarded to himself 57,222 castella-
nos of gold and 2,350 marks of silvcr. H c also aj)-
jjropriated to his own use the chair or throne of tbe 
inca, which was of solid gold and valued at 2,b0r0 
castellanos. H e awarded to his brother Fcrnando 
Pizarro 31,080 caístellanos of gold and 2,350 marks of 
silver. To Hernando de Soto he gave 17,740 castc-
llanos of gold and 724 marks of silver. The cavalry, 
about fifty-five in number, were allowed each 8,880 

""Garcilasso de la Vega compares at length the principal authors on the 
subject, and produces the foUowing enormous results, Tlie inca's ransoin he 
places ;it 4,605,670 ducats, and the spoils afterward takeu froin (.;\I/J:<> 
amouiitedto stiU more. Father Blas Valcra says that the inca's ransom was 
valued at 4,800,000 ducats, 'De mancra, que sum,), y monto todo este itcs,; te 
de Atahuallpa 4,605,670 ducados. De losquales, lostres cuentos y n'j\'eci,iito3 
y treinta y tres mil ducados, son del valor del Oro; y los sciscientos y setenta 
y dos mil y seiscientos y setenta ducados sou del \'alor de la plata, cou las 
creijas de ha ccndrada, y ambos numeros liacen la suma de los quatro milloncs 
y seiseientos y cinco mil y sciscientos y setenta ducados, Esta sunia de du-
eadus huvieron lus Espa Íoles en Cassamarca; mucho maior fue, la qiie 
huvieron en cl CJ/ .CJ, quaiido entraron en aquella ciudad, como lu diccii h)S 
misinus autorcs (,Tuni;iiu, y Zuratc, que adelante en su hiL''ar citareraos. El P. 
Blas V;ilera dice (|ue valio el rescute dc A'.ahuallpa quatro miiloues y ocho 
cieiújs mil ducados.' (Jom. Iiecdc<, parte ii. lih. i. eup. 38. Il 
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castcllanos of gold and 362 inarks of silver, and of the 
iiirtintry eighty received each 4,440 castcUanos of 
gold and 180 marks of silver, and the remaindcr, 
twenty-five in number, inost of them 3,330 castellanos 
of gold and 135 marks of silver each. Servants and 
undcrhngs received a smaller amount. The churcli 
of San Francisco, which liad been erected as a tcsti-
monial of gratitude to that divine providence which 
had so highly favored their unrighteous cause, vvas 
endovved with 22,220 castellanos. Fifteen thousand 
castcUanos were sent to the colonists of San Miouel, 

^ O ' 

and 120,000 were assioncd to Almaoro and his com-
' O O 

pany. 
Depart ing from Caxamalca the Spaniards entered 

Cuzco, the imperial city of the incas, on the 15tli of 
November. Al thouoh rifled iii a measure of its 

O 

jjrccious ornaments íbr the ransom of Atahualpa, 
there remained mucli wdiich yet la}^ exposed to the 
cupidity of the soldiers. The palaces and sacred 
edificcs were again plundered; the royal mummies 
deposited in the great temple of Coricancha, wliich 
had hitherto been respected by the Spaniards, w êre 
stripped as vvere also the sepulchres. Valuables wliich 
had been removed to a place of fancied security vvere 
unearthed. Not farfrom the city was found a cavcrn 
from vvhich w'cre brought forth golden vases and finely 
wrought imitations of insects, reptiles, and animals. 
Ainong tlie articles collected in the city vvcre several 
female statues, life-size, of pure though thin gold, also 
golden Ilamas, slippers and sandals of gold, and fe 
male dresses made wholly of beads of gold. 

On their way thi ther the conquerors had added 
greatly to their store of wealth. Ten solid silver 
planks, each tvventy feet in length, one foot in width, 
and from tvvo to tliree inches in thickness, were found 
in one place. I t is supposed that these huge bars 
were intended to be used in the construction of a 
dwelling for some Peruvian prince. 

After completing their work of plunder in the capi-
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tal, thc division was madc as at Caxamalca. Spcci-
iiiens of tlic fincst woi'kmanshij) were sct aside í'.r 
the ('mpci'or; tlie whole iiiass v.as nicltcd dovvn l)y 
nativc goldsndths, the king's fifth dcductcd, and tlic 
rciiiaii h.'r divided iii like proportioii as bcrorc. Tlie 
total amount is said by ,sonio to liave cxcccdcd tlie 
iiica's ransom. (Jthcrs jjlacc the amount as low as 
580,200 castellanois of gold, aiid 215 iiiai'!;s ol" silvcr. 

Tlie inimediate cfTcct of such vast vvcalth distrib-
uted so suddcnly among a liand of coarsc, lavvlcss nicn, 
unaccustnnicd to the iiso of iiioncy and incapable of 
sclf-rcsti'aint, vvas to cxcite thc soldicrs to cvcry s])ccics 
of dcbaucbcry and gaining, and to rai.se ex(jrbitantly 
the ])riccs of all siicb commoditics or articlcs as woul.l 
ministcr to their jjride or lust. The vicc of gambling 
invariably stands jjrominent in sucli cascs. Inimense 
suiiis wcro ventured on the turn of a card, or on a 
single throvv of the dice. Some lo.st their entire j)or-
tion in a single day. A story is told of a horscman 
naincd Lcguizarro to wliom had fallen, in tlie (li:stri-
bution at Cuzco, an iiiiagc of the sun. Tlie figure uas 
finely embosscd on a burnishcd jjlatc of .solid gold. I t 
had bccn takcn from tlie vvall of tlie grcat tciiij)le of 
thc suii, and for some reason had not boen rccast. 
One niglit this cavalier continued his j)lay until a late 
liour. His sun vvas tlie bank froin whicli he drew his 
stakes; in the at tempt to retrieve his losscs, and just 
before morning, liis sun was goiie. Hcncc the j)rovcrl), 
" Juega cl sol antes que amanczca." Gamble away tlie 
sun beforc daybreak. A n ordinary horse at tha t time 
in Cuzco brought 2,500 castcllanos, equivalent at the 
I^rcscnt time to about forty thousand dollars. A pair 
of shoes sold for thir ty ca.stcllanos; a quire of papcr 
for ten; a bottle of wine for sixty; a sword for fifty, 
and a cloak for one hundred. The cavaliers shod 
their horses with silver. 

Wliile Pizarro vvas thus reaping his magnificent 
harvest at Caxamalca and Cuzco, the attention of cn-
vious cavaliers was turned towards Quito, vvhere like l̂  

http://rai.se
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unbounded wealth according to report awaited the 
conqucror. No less than three adventurous cajjtains, 
Pedro de .Vlvarado, the famous Iiero of IMcxico, novv 
govcrnor of Guatemala, Diego de Almagro, and Se-
l):istian Benalcázar who Iiad hee\^ left in coinmand of 
thc i'oitrcss of San jMiguel, met in tha t city about the 
iniddle of 1534. About seven hundred Spaniards 
bcsidcs larger bodies of Indians were thus congregated 
in and about Quito, ready to vindicate their right to 
the supposed riches of tlie city by force of arnis. I t 
was soon discovercd, however, that> the fancied gold 
and silvcr stores of Quito vvere an illusion. Eitlier no 
trcasure to sjjcak of bad ever existed, or it had been 
hidden by the natives. Thus the object of their con-
tention being removed, the Spaniards became brothers. 
The chivalrous Alvarado even visited Pizarro at Pa-
chacamac, where the tvvo bold and successful adven-
turcrs embraced and held high revel for several days. 

" From one sinole hill in Peru ," says Garcilaso de 
la Vega, " 200,000,000 pesos were taken as appears 
l)y the register, and one hundred more unregistered. 
()ne single fleet brought in niy time 25,000,000 in 
gold and silver." Soon after the execution of his old 
associatc, which took place in Ju ly 1538, Francisco 
Pizarro partitioned among his own followers t!ie lands 
wdiich had been granted by tlie crovvn to Dicgo de 
Almagro. In this jjartition, greatly to the discon-
tcnt of otlier meritorious cavaliers, the rich silver hills 
of P(jtosi fell to Hernando and Gonzalo Pizarro. [\^^^ 
These iiiincs vvcre situated in the jjrovince of Charcas, 
tovvard tlie southern extremity of Almagro's doniin-
ions. Tl y arc said to have been discovered by an j|"'j 
Indian vvho on pulling a shrub out of the ground imí 
found hanging to the roots small pieces of silver. 
Tlicy had l)een vvorked for a considerable period un-
der the incas, Bu t even the Pizarros, who conducted 
thcir opcrations on a scale much more extensive than 
anv hitherto knovvn in Pcru, made no atteinpt to 
penetrate any considerable distance belovv the surface. 
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Subsequently, in 1546, vvhen Gonzalo Pizarro, in op-
position to the crown, was master of Peru, large 
quantities of metal were extracted by his general 
Francisco de Carbajal. So rich were the veins opened 
at Potosí tha t almost all other mines were abandoned 
as unjjrofitable, and so common became this metal 
tha t iron at Potosí was worth nearly its weight in 
silver. 

According to Zárate the ore was melted in small 
round furnaces fed by charcoal and sheep's excrements, 
without the aid of bellows. The best ore was nearly 
pure silver, and the poorest eighty marks per one hun-
dred pounds. The ÍPizarros worked these mines with 
Indians, who were obliged to pay to their proprictors 
tvvo marks or one pound of silver each per day. All 
over tlîis sum vvas their own. Over seven thousand 
Indians were thus employed. Some of them made 
much more for themselves than for their masters, and 
maiiy were worth from three to four thousand cas-
tellanos." 

The Indian method in Peru was to die; a ditch 
along the side of a river, into which they threvv the 
gold-bearing earth. Then turning in the w^ater the 
dirt was carried avvay and the gold rcmained. " This," 
says the Sjjanish captain, " I have often seen done."'^ 

By the beginning of the seventeenth century tlie 
product of the j)rccious metals in Pe ru was -sj 1,000,-
000 jjer annum. The immcnse treasure secured by 
the conqucrors had directed thi ther the attention of 

^^According to Pizarro y Orellana, these were the first mines worked in 
Peru. 'Traxo consigo muclios capitanes y caciques rpie desciibrieron sccictos 
de minas de oro, y de plata linissima, qur fueroti lus jirimrras (jue por indns-
tria deste va eroso capitaii sc ubrieron rn aquellos ricos Impcrio. Y parcciendo 
h. Hernando Pizarro, qiie convenia al servicio de dios, y de su Mugest;i(l fiiii-
dar alli un pueblo, dcxô la gente, repartieiido las minas, las mejores para sii 
Magestud, y cntre cl, y los deraas capitanes y soldados las demas,' \'nro,ies 
livsfri s, 335. 

®̂ 'Disse di piu il cuci(][ue, che I'oro che si caua di quel íîrme, non lo ricog-
liono con bateas, che sono a modo d'vno bacil da barbiere, con li manichi doue 
lauano I'oro nell 'acqua, anzi fanno in questo modo, che iiiet tono la terra 
cauata della minera, tn vn Iiiogo a inodo d'una fossa appresso r;icqua, e con 
•vna ruota caiiauo I'acqua del fîume, e la fanno andar in ciiiella fossi, e cosi 
lauano la terra. ' Relatione d'un Capitano Spagnuoh, Ramusio, iii. 378. 

HisT. M E X . , VOJ. . I I I . 37 
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gold-seekers, and the Peruvian mines for a time over-
shadowed those of Mexico, and all others of the 
world. This being almost the only industry of the 
times, the conquerors used to drive the natives at 
the point of the sword upon the rich silver-hills, 
so to secure aii abundant return. "AII the Indi^ns 
between the agcs of eighteen and fifty were enrolled 
in scveii lists, the individuals on each list beino 
obliged to work for six nionths in the mines, so that 
this forced labor canie on the unfortunate Indians at 
intervals of three and a half years; four out of every 
five were supposed to perish annually in these deadly 
labors." 

Ha-ving thus briefly reviewed the first gold-gather-
ings of Central and South America, let us turn to 
jMexico. 

I t is unnecessary agaiii to recite the efíbrts of Mon-
tezuma to procure his ransom, details of vvhich I have 
fully given in the first volume of my IIi.st.ory of Mcx,-
ico. Among the earliest gold-seeking exjjeditions in 
this quarter, after the fall of the empire, was one 
under Gonzalo de Uinbría, to Zacatula, and another 
under Pizarro toward Tochtepec and Malinaltepec. 
Both returned wdth gold washed from the sands of the 
rivers.^'' 

The early expeditions to extend conquest gave 
()j)iJortunity to make further researches, and vvithin a 
fevv years a number of Spaniards were busily engaged 
in the examination of what were afterward the sev-
cral minino districts. Amono: the first regions thus 

o o o 

examined were those of Guazpaltepec and Xaltepec, 
wliich the Spaniards reached on the expedition to 
Tochtepec under Gonzalo de Sandoval. Several years 
later they extended their labors to Michoacan, at-
tracted by the fabulous yield of the Morciho mine, 
which for a short tiine was worked with great success, 

"For details of these expeditions see HisL Mex., i. 320-2, this series. 

m\t, i 
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but later, as vvas said, disappeared in a mysterious 
manner.^'^ 

The conquerors, more skilled in arins than in arts, 
were not able to invent or introduce a nevv minino 

o 

systein, but adhered to tha t adojjted by the Aztecs. 
Exper t as w^ere the latter in working the difíerent 
metals, the exploitation of the mines was still in a 
primitive condition, which was not much to boast of, 
being little more than skimming tlie surface of tlic 
ground,^^ or washing the sands of the rivers. Tlieir 
smelting apparatus was likevvise deficient, and the only 
ineans at their disposition to increase the heat of the 
small furnaces vvas the use of blow-pijjcs of bamboo. 
This explains wliy golden jewelry was more common 
than tha t made of silver; it was not by reason of the 
greater scarcity of the latter, but on account of the 
increased difficulty in extracting it from the ores. In 
the course of time intelligent miners came from Spain, 
and introduced improvements, such as smelting by aid 
of bellows, Due to the stimulation thus given, iiew 
recde.s^'^ sprang up every where, especially in the north-
ern region, which proved to be richer in minerals 
than the southern districts. The discovery, about 
1539,^^ of several mines toward the south, among 
which were those of Taxco, Sultepec, Tzumpanco, 
and Temazcaltepec, was soon follow^ed ]y finding the 

^"Herrera, dec. iii. lib. vui. cap. xv,, gives the matter a miraculous turn, 
because of an order of 1528, Puga, Cedulario, 24, to take possession of it for 
the crown, Another supposition, tliat the Indians buried the miiie, is more 
credible, and strengtheiied by the fact that diílicultics had arisen betwcen 
the Tarascan ruler, Tangaxoan, and the graspiug Spanish miners, See also 
Hisf. Jlex., ii, 53, 54, this series. 

*'Humboldt, Essui PoL, ii, 482, asserts, however, that the Aztecs were 
versed in the buihling of subterranean shafts and galleries, Duport, Jlif. 
Préc, 2-6, gives several reasons wliy he supposes the Aztecs to have been un-
acquainted with subterraneous mintng, 

'•'^ Real de niinas was the nanie given to the sraall fortress of any settle-
ment, established arouiid a newly discovered mine, meaning only that it v as 
an encampment, not that i t helonged to the king. 

^^Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii, 498, supposes that the>mines of Taxco, Sulte-
pec, Tlalpujagua, and Pachuca -were the first ever worked by Spauiards; bu t 
there is no doubt that those in the Tochtepec district and the MorciUo miue 
of Michoacan were of older date. Albornoz, Carta, in Pacheco and Cárdenus, 
Col. Doc, xiii. 72, speaks in Deceraber, 1525, of raining developments in 
Michoacan. 
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rich lodes of San Luis Potosí, and of Zacatecas, in 
1548.'* 

From the first, the development of mines had met 
with the favor of the crovvn; and franchises and priv-
ileges contributed to swell the number of adventur-
crs, who strove to acquire immediat'j wealth. The 
great conqueror, Cortc^s himsclf, had set tlie example, 
b}^ sejjarating for his ovvn share valuable tracts of 
metallilcrous land, and inany were eager to secure a 
similar chance of prosjjcrity. Contrary to the usual 
policy, the government generously refrained froni 
aj)propriating to itself the exploitation.'^ Nominally 
the mines belonged to the crown, butsince 1526 they 
vvci'c jjracticall}' madc common jjroperty, in so far as 
witli certain forinalities all free inhabitants, indis-
criniinately, whether Spaniards or natives, were en-
t i lkd to vvork them.'^ Only certain officials were ex-
cluded to jjrevent abuses, and friars and jjriests were 
not allowed to be interested in mining schemes. In 
latci' ycars, rewards were fixed for the discovery of 
ncw mincs, and orders issued to the viceroys to foster 
exjjloittitioiis in every possible way.'^' Mining imple-
niciits, supjjlics, andslaves of the jiroprietors of miiies 
could not be attached unlcss for debts to the crovvn, 
and cxecutions could be levied only against the prod-

2*Tlie latter date is giveu in 11.'iumt,iit,Crtín. Jlich., iv, 580, 582; v. 98; 
Berg/ícs, J)isrrip. Z'tcídccus, 3; ILmdioldt, Es,sai PoL, ii, 499, 534, Alaman, 
however, foUowed by l'rescott, Jlex., iii, 332, asseits tliat dociiraents in tlie 
arehivcs of the family of Cortcs pruve thut tlie lattcr worked mines in Zaca-
tecas during his lifctime, aud cousequeutly bcfore 1548, Es/,osicii,n, 2.), 6L 
The site uf "Z;icatceus liad not hccii diseuvcred tiU 1,546, Sce lli.<t. J/<x., ii, 
761, this series. In his Ilist. Jlt'/,, i. 100, Ahinian intimates that tlie mines of 
Z;icuí(;c;i3 Mcre not v\oikcd untii 1550. Cuvu, Trcs Siglos, i. 105, followed by 
Z;iiii, cois, Ijisf. JI',/., i\'. 500, gives the date as 1531. 

'^*Iu tiie early time, however, it scenis that tlie goverament began the ex-
phiitution of certain mincs, for a luw of 157.'5, later reitcrated, authorizes the ^ 
vicc! <,ys to alieuate ei uwu niincs, cxcept those of sulphur, if such an openi- ^,^^ '! 
tion he of hcnefit to the royul treasurv. Rrcoji. dc Ind., ii. 4í).'>-4. ^' ' 

26TheIaw, dated Xoveinher 9, lo26, is given in fuU in Pwja, Ctdidurio, ,1̂ 6« 
12. 2 1 . I t w;is i c p c ; , t c d a i id r c h ^ n u c d i n 1551, 1563, 156S, uiid 1575. Ji<'•<)/>• ,-̂ ,̂ ^«t 
//( ' / . , ii. 6S, 71 ; M"it.rin"yor, Sniturios, 203. teí! ,{' 

•̂" Ruhcitson, ILtst. A'm., ii. 391-2, censures the policy of Spain in favoring "-tte 
the development of miues, as against ;i-i iculture aud industrics. But it was ^̂ dtiy 
too much tu expect uf ruyalty in 1110^0^1^^^, that it should study tlic perma- ^m, 
nent iiiterest of thc colony instead of its own immcdiate desires. jĵ "'-í 
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uct, and not against the property. IMiners could not 
be imprisoned for debt except in their own district, 
and even then they were entitled to certain hours to 
look after their affairs.^^ One of the first laws issued 
for New Spain had temporarily reduced the duty on 
gold obtained by mining from one fifth to one tenth ; 
subsequently efíbrts vvere made to coUect the origi-
nal ra te ; but owing to the continuous petitions'^^ tlic 
crown several times extended the exemption, always 
for a limited period, until in 1716 it was made j)cr-
petual. Evidence of the royal wish was in the lav\s 
which required the audiencias and corregidores to 
compel vagrants, Spaniards as well as mixcd breeds, 
to work in mines.^'' Criminals sentenced to hard Ial)or 
could also be thus employed, their wages being turned 
into the royal treasury. 

Soon after the working of the mines was begun steps 
were taken to secure the natives against the oppres-
sion of the Spaniards, but this tended, among other 
results, to keep the Indians from disclosing the cxist-
ence of veins. I t was ordered tha t the rewards as-
signed in such cases should be religiously paid, with 
exemption from tribute of discoverers and their de-
scendants. Their territorial riohts should also be duly 

O t 

respected, so as to leave thein thc ownership of mines 
situated within the limits of their projjcrty. Under 
certain conditions Indians could be emjjloyed to work 
in the mines, but strict regulations existed to ensure 
them a fair compensation, and the abuses from w^hich 
they suífered in the sixteenth century^^ gradually dis-

28Law3 of 1540, 1572, 1590, 1602, 1619, 16'20, Puga, Cedulario, I I , 
Recop. Ind., u, 7 2 ; Jlontemayor, Svmarios, 204, pt. iii. 44. 

''•^ Libro de Cabiltlo, MS,, 170, In 1525 the crown revoked this exemption, 
and the city council resolvecl to petition for a prolongation, owing to the small 
profits. See also Ilerrera, dec. iii. lib. v, cap, iii. 

•*"' De no permitir gente ociosa en la tierra. ' 
*̂ Viceroy Mendoza's letter of 1537 to the king in Pacheco and Cúrclcnas, 

Col. Doc, ii. 209; Ilenriquez, Iit.strucc., in Id., iii, 487-8, The latter recora-
toends the introduction of negroes to relieve the native race, a suggestion re-
peated by his successor, Conde de la Coruna, who estimated at 2000 or 3000 
thenuraber required to work the minea properly. Cartu al Rey, in C'trfus de 
Indias, 340. The prices of such negro slaves are given in Concilios Prov., 
MS., no. 4, 227. A number of laws, the first dated as early as 1528, were 

•I ' 

!i 
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appeared. The payment by shares, pjartido, which 
soon jjredominated over the dail}" w^ages given to 
tanda gangs,^^ could not fail to promote the interests 
of both employers and laborers, although the gam-
bling table received only too much of the increased 
earmngs. 

For the first decades the method of extracting met-
als vvas so backward that only rich ores could be 
worked, especially in regions where fuel was scarce. 
Iii 1557, however, Bartolomé de Medina, a miner of 
tlic district of Pachuca, discovered the amalgamation 
process, and bestowed on the world a boon of which 
Nevv Sjjain may be proud. His plan of extracting the 
fine metals from ores with the aid of quicksilver ren-
dered results so satisfactory tha t but few improve-
ments have since been introduced. Lit t le is known 
of tlic discoverer,^* a fact which almost implies that 
hc derivcd little benefit from a discovery which was of 
vast importance to the mining industry. Ores which 
formerly had been considered worthless, were novv 
rcgarded with more interest; veins held to be unpro-
ductive wcrc worked aiiew, and so rapid was the adop-
tion of thc process that within five years Zacatecas 
alonc had thirty-five reduction works, and yet they by 
no means displaced existing methods in every place. 35 

issued, referring to the position of Indiaus in mining matters; they are given 
in the Recoj). de Ind., ii. 308 et seq,; Jloidi'inuijor, Snnurios, 203-4, pt. ui. 
44-5. 

^' J'uiidri was the name given to tlie gaii'_;̂  of native workmcn drawn from 
li i i ian viUagcs aiid relieved oiice a inontli. Ward asserts tliat tliis system 
•v^aschietly used inPcru, Mcx., ii. 145, and Alamaii, Eiscrt,, i. 177-8, shows 
thut the name has sur\'ived iii that of the monthly maikets or fairs in Gua-
iiajuato. 

•'''Arh gui, (J/trôii. Zt.tx., 137, says Indiau rainers were eutitled to one bag 
of ore per day, whicli sometinies woiild sell for .SIOO. 

'*CuUe, Jlejn. y X'.t., 49, aiid Gurci^s, Xttcru J'etírica, 76-7, merely allude 
tu hira as a iiati\c of .Spain, and Hiiniholdt, Essui PoL, ii. 559, mentions the 
names uf two others to whom certain authois liave attributcd the discovery. 

^̂  Humholdt, Es.sai PtJ., ii, ôô. 72, gives interestiug detaiLs concerning both 
the old and ncw methods, A statistical table on page 55(i, comprisiug the 
produec uf all the mining districts from 1785 till I7.S9, shows tliat about two 
sevenths of tlie entire yield were submitted to extraction hy smeltin;:. In 
1>)05. howevci, this fraction was reduced to about one fifth, VV'ard, Jlex., ii. 
434-í), gives íils.) a full description of the mode of extraction, with several 
iUustrations of the implements used. 
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The quicksilver necessary for the amalgamation was 
sent from Spain by the regular fleets and under con-
trol of the government, which reserved for itself the 
monopoly, partly on account of the rcvcnue derivcd 
froni it, partly because of the supervision thus obtaiiied 
over the yield of metal; for miners had to make rc-
turns in proportion to the quantity of quicksilvcr dis-
tributed. I t was givcn out only at the capital,^*^ bv 
royal officials, who with the superior connivance of the 
viceroy formed a body called the trihuntd dc (jzogiic,'^.^' 
Whenever the quicksilvcr mines of Almaden in iSpain 
failed to yield the required quantity, which iii Ncw 
Spain aloiie amounted to fifteen or sixteen thoustind 
quintals,^^ the deficit vvas supplied from Austr ia at a 
dcarer rate, rarely from Peru.^' The commodity was 
supposed to be sold at actual cost, in ordcr to en-
couragc mining,*" the jjrice ranging from one hundred 
and eighty-scven pesos a quintal in 1590 to forty-oi i 
pesos for Spanish and sixty-three JJCSOS for ( b r m a n 
quicksilver in 1777.*^ Occasionally also special reduc-

®̂ Vera Craz was for a short time made the place of distribution, 
^'Consisting of an administrador, a contador, a fiscal, a notary, and three 

siibaltern ofl&cials, \'illa-Scitor, Theatro, i. 38, 39, See also Fomsecu aiid 
Urmtia, Real Ilac, i. 297-3S7; Galvez, Informe, 74-77. For other laws rehi-
tive to this department see lircop. de Ind., ii, 569 et seq.; t'rovidcnc'ia.s sohre 
Azogues, M.S., 1-44, jiussim; Jlonlcinatjor, Sv>narios, 20,5-7. A royal cédula 
of 1709 made the ofiice of the administrador independent of the viceroy. licuhs 
Ccdulas, MS., i, 32, The revenue of the tribuual is considered in the chapter 
oii finance, 

®̂ ViUa-Se or, Theatro, i. 38-9, speaks only of about 5,000 qiiintals for 
the middle of the eighteenth century, but he is evidently mistaken. In sorae 
years it was only about 10,000 quintals, The total yearly consumption of the 
Spanish colonies in America amouuted to 25,000 qu itals, while the total pro-
ductiou of the European quicksilver miues averaged 36,000 quintals, lium-
boldt, E.s.sai PoL, ii. 572-5, 

'* Only in urgent cases the second Count ReviIIa Gigedo made importatious 
from China, and suggestcd to his siiccessor the convenience of promoting tliis 
trade, Iitstruc,, 25()-l. Although Hiimboldt, Essui PuL, ii. 575, asserts that 
the project was dropped, the later viceroy Azanza resumed it. During apre-
vailing scarcity he inade contracts with private persons and took steps to briiig 
the commodity froin China, Habana, Jamaica', and Peru. Azanza, Instru''., 
MS., 12-2-6. See also Guijo, Diario, in Doc fíist. Mex., série i,, tom, i, '244, 
427; liohlcs, Diario, i. I et seq. 

*° Recop. de Ind., ii. 308-9; Montemayor, Svmarios, 205-7. Miiiers wcre 
entitled to six months' credit, Bekna, Recop., i. pt, iii, 107, but could not ob-
tain a second supply until the first had been paid for, 

" I n 1750 the price was fixed at SS2, in 1767 at $62, Humboldt, Essui PoL, 
ii, 573-4. Montemayor, S'vmarios, 206, says that as early as 1617 the price 

I 
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tions were made to foster the development of certain 
mines. This liberality of the crown was somewhat 
counteracted by limiting the distribution in Mexico, 
and also by the tribunal officials iii granting prefer-
ences and more substantial favors to those who paid 
for them. 

The government monopoly extended over the quick-
silver mines of Nevv Spain. In 1609 a law vvas issued, 
promising rewards to discoverers of such deposits, but 
when found they were not allowed to be worked*^ lest 
thcy should aíîect the interests of the crown. This 
fostered a belief that no cinnabar existed in Nevv 
Spain, while in reality it was most abundant, especially 
between latitudes 19° and 22°.*^ In the beginning of 
the eighteenth century fresh discoveries in Zacatecas 
and near Cuernavaca*^ roused such clamor aoainst the 

o 

cxisting restrictions that finally a commission was sent 
from Sjjain in 1778 to investigate the prospects for 
working the vein. The result proved a failure. After 
cxpending about 160,000 pesos it vvas declared to be 
unjirofitable to the crown; yet certain private persons 
duly authorized continued to work mines with vary-
ing success.*^ 

I t is not my purpose in the present chapter to 
enter fully into the geological features of Nevv Spain, 
but merely to present a brief outline for the better 
undcrstanding of the subject. I t is astonishing hovv 

was reduced to 60 ducats a quintal, In the Recop. de Ind,, ii, 577, the same 
fuct is recorded for 1679, See also lievilla Cii/rdo, In.siruc, -248-9; Bcleim, 
li'fO/)., i. p t , iii, 107; J'tdn-i, Scijuntl.a iJnnoslruc ni, MS, , 1 e t sc'j, 

'•^The tirst cliscovery in Michoaean occurrcd under the ruleof viceroy Sal-
v;itici'ra, who gianted the riglit of their exploitation for the term of 10 years 
tu .Vlcalde Luis dc BeiTÍo. W^hen assayed the ores yielded 10 ounces per 
quintah (Juijo, Diurio, 34-5, 499, 

^̂  And in thc intendencias of Guanajuato and Mexico, at San Juan de la 
('liicu, Saii Felipe, Rincon del Centeno, Durasuo, Nuestra Se ora de los 
Dulures. lltti hottll, Essui l'ij., iL 5,S3-5. 

'* The exploitation w as suspended by cédulas of Ju ly 5, I7I8, and X ôv. 
-24, 17.']0. liitdcs ('cdulus, MS,, i. 35-9; /b?i/?eca and Urrutia, fíist. Reai fía-
cicii'lu, i. 324—5. 

**in the beginniug of this century, during the war between Spain and 
Franee, a teraporary activity set in. 

ODlV 
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little attention has been given to this science in a 
country whose interests are intimately connected with 
it. The more progressive spirit of the republicans has 
been so shackled by the unsettled condition of affairs, 
as greatly to retard exploration, and w^hile certain 
districts have been the object of diligent investigations 
only too niany remained unnoticed. 

Proceeding from the sandy coast at Vera Cruz into 
the interior, it is not till one ascends the tierra tem-
plada tha t porjjhyries and limestone are encountered. 
Above these, volcanic rocks and lava extend over mau}' 
parts of the plateau, intermingled with porphyries and 
pebbles under a layer of hardened clay. On the 
Pacific coast froin Tehuantejjec to Acapulco granitic 
rock prevails, but from the latter place tovvard IMexico 
porphyries again take their jjlace, mixed with hcav)-
formations of limestone similar to those on the castcrii 
slope. In the volcanic region, alniost in a dircct liiic 
from east to west along the nineteenth jjarallel, lava 
and porous amygdaloids are most frequent, but beyond 
Querétaro they give way to porph^'ries. The lattcr 
indeed abound in the whole country, especially in the 
northern regions, yet south of Durango numerous 
vcins of trachytic rock are found crossed in an cast-
erly direction by beds of lava.. On the eastern slojje 
of the Sierra Madre, in Durango, the porjjhyries 
sometimes overlap extensive beds of veryfine gritstone, 
and exhibit greater softness than those south of the 
capital, with a large admixture of mica. Quartz is 
•the most common of gangues, and its outcrops in the 
plateau serve frequently as a guide to prospcctors. 

The general direction of metallic veins is from the 
north-west to the south-east, and this being especially 
the case with the richer kind it is always taken into 
consideration on filing a claim. The average breadth 
of the vein is six feet, except on the Veta Grande of 
Zacatecas, where it is from thi r ty to thirty-five feet, 
the maximum being even seventy-five feet. In some 
districts, as in Sonora and Chihuahua, the ore lies 
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near the surface, but generally this is not the case, a 
circumstance which in colonial times, vvith the pre-
vailing backwardness of drainage and other operations, 
impeded the search for deeper-Iying zones in the veins. 

Tliere are essentially two forms under which argen-
tiferous ores occur. Near the surface, where exposed 
to external influence, the metallic substances are gen-
erally in the form of oxides, or combined with iron, 
chlorine, or bromine, and receive from their reddish 
color the name colorados. Those at greater dejjtli 
ha^ e usually retained the condition of all primitive 
sulphuric bases, and are found in connection with 
pyrites, galena, or blende. The latter two predomi-
nate, and a dark color results which has given rise 
to their designation of black ores, or negros. They 
give the greatest part of all the silver produced in the 
country. The average richness of the ores has been 
frequently overrated, and the occurrence of enormous 
blocks of native silver considered as frequent,*^ while 
in reality they are very rare, and never larger than 
those found in European mines. The average yield 
is from three to four ounces of silver to the quintal 
of ore, and the enormous returns of New Spain are 
due rather to the great abundance of the ore.*' Gold 
is obtained chiefly from placcrs in Sonora and thc 
northern regions. In Oajaca it also occurs in rocks, 
but the exploitation has not proved vcry jjrofitable. 
Elsewhere it is rarely found except in connection vvith 
argentiferous ores, in sonie instanccs in the proportion 
of about two ounces to the quintal. 

Al though mining was chiefly confined to silver, 
gold, and cinnabar ores, the country by no means 
lacked other metals. Iron existed at Colima, in Oa-

*^Och, R'i.<c, in Jlurr's Nuchrichten, 236-7, makes the assertion that in 
Mexico the ore nearly always gives one half or one third of its weight in pure 
silver, and that near his mission in Arizona blocks of native silver, from -200 
tu 900 Ibs. iii weight, were found on the surface after lying neglected for 
centuries. 

*' Ilumhuldt, Essui PoL, ii, 514-15, gives some interesting comparisonfl 
witli European ores. 

,.iiiiá 
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jaca, Zacatecas, Jalisco, and other districts, and was 
worked for some time, but only to a limited extent,''^ 
Still worse fared it with copper wliich abounded in 
Michoacan. Mines were leased at a low jjrice in 1657 
and at tempts were made by several viceroys to work 
thein, but they were invariably abandoned after a brief 
trial.^'' The great abundai jc of j)i'ccious metals seems 
to have excluded tlie others;^'^' all mining cxccpt í'<>r 
the precious metals vvas as a rule limited to local de-
mand, and only in the nineteenth century has niore 
attention been given to others, as will be shown in a 
later volume. 

More prominent .were the quarries of tetzontli, tlie 
porous amygdaloid found in the neighborhood of ]Mcx-
ico and so frequently used for its buildings. Saliiics 
were extensively worked in different parts of the 
country, chiefly in Jalisco, Pehon Blanco in San Luis 
Potosí, Colima, and Oajaca. A s the produce was rc-
quired not only for domestic purj)oscs but for t'ic' 
amalgamation process, minute regulations appeared 
as carly as Augus t 23, 1580,^^ concerning their ii i:,-
agement, and in later years they vvere tenij^oiaiily 
reserved for the crowui. The process of cxtraction 
consisted merely in distributing the salt water into 
shallow pools to be evaporated. Rock salt was not 
known. 

From the frequent allusions of the early chroniclers 
an abundance of precious stones might be supposed 
to exist in Nevv Spain, and in 1541 petitions were in 
fact directed to the king, soliciting permission to w^ork 
deposits of sapphires, rubies, and turquoises in Oajaca. 
Nothing came of it, however, evidently because the 

'* Chiefly because Biscayan iron could be introduced a t a lower price. \'ct-
ancvrt, Teatro, 21, 

^'The crown had forbidden their alienation and included the produce iii 
the list of monopolies. Reviîia Gigedo, In.struc, 321. 

"" Lead was found in Nuevo Leon and Nuevo Santander, tin as wood-tin iu 
Guanajuato, Zacatecas, and Taxco, the last two districts yielding also some 
zinc. About the use made of tliese metals before the conquest see ray Xufire 
li'tcrs. 

•'' Jlontemayor, Svmurios, pt. iii. 55-8, 
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beds proved to be fictitious. A number of simple 
stoncs, considered as precious by the Aztecs, enjoyed 
the same estimation among the conquerors until the 
fallacy became known, and since then nothing more 
has Ijcen heard of the supposed emeralds, rubies, and 
sajjphires. 

The mining region of New Spain covered in 1800 
about 12,225 square leagues, including the northern 
provinces, and was divided into thirty-seven depart-
nients or dij)utacioncs dc minería, with about five 
hundred subdivisions or reales de minas, comprising 
approximatcly three thousand mijjes.''̂ ^ 

Taking as a guide the product of the difíerent 
iiiines, thosc of Guanajuato, Catorce, in San Luis Po-
tosí, and Zacatccas, rank as the most prominent,^ all 
of them situated between latitude 21° and 24°. Thc 
fii'st had been discovered in the middle of the six-
teentli ccntury bv" muleteers trafficking between Zaca-
tccas and Mexico, and the principal vein was struck 
in the shafts of Mellado and Bayas in 1558."* The 
lattcr mine and the Valenciana take the lead in the 
district of Guanajato, where the yield, in the begin-
nino of the century, formed about one scventh of the 
total for all America. Official returns place tlic ag-
gregatc product from 1701 till 1809 at 37,290,6J7 
marks of silver, and 88,184 marks of gold, estiinated at 

^^This is from oflBcial sources. W^ard, Jlex., ii, 53, estiraates the number 
()t iiiines at from three to five thousand, Humboldt, E.s.sai PoL, ii, 487-92, 
gives tlie names of the diputaciones and reales, classified accorcHng to the in-
ttndencias. A li.st of all tlie mines of X'cw Spain and the minerals tliey pro-
duced. tugcther with a inineralogical description, is also given in Karst,<'n, 
7' h'<ts JIiii' rulogiciis, I et seq., a Spanish translation by the learaed miuer-
alu','ist Antuniu dcl Lio, with notes by Humboldt. Another list of reales de 
iiiiiius ariuii;:, cl uccurding to bishoprics is given in Pancs, ]'ireyes, MS., 112; 
G'iz. JIcx., 1:J,S, 0.5-6. 

•-̂  X'c-xt in ordcr follow those of Real del Monte in Mexico, Bolanos in 
< iuadalajara, El Itosario iu .Sonora, Sombrerete in Zacatecas, Taxco in Mexico, 
l:;:t,i]-ilas in Durango, Zimapan in Mexico, FresniIIo in Zacatecas, Ramos in 
S;iii Liiis Potosi, and last, Parral in Durango. Ilumboldt, E.ssui PoL, ii. 498. 

-̂ Jacob, Ilist. Emjuiry, ii, 123, places erroneously the opening of the Guana-
jiiato inines in 1630, For a geological description of the districts, see Ilum-
h 'J', Es.sai Pol., ii. 520-6, where also are given coraparisons with mines of 
Luiiipe. Burlcrrt, licisoi, i. ,326 et seq. 

m 
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$318,935,554.^^ One single mine, the Valenciana, 
yielded in less than five years about $14,000,000, and 
in 1791 as much silver as all the mines of Peru . 
Al though open since the sixteenth century the work 
had been unprofitable tiH 1768, when the owners, 
Obregon, later conde de Valenciana, and Otero, struck 
a rich vein, which after 1771 gave at tiiiics as much 
as $2,500,000 per annum.'"^ During tvventy j^ears the 
ores averaged five ounces of silver to the quintal. 

In San Luis Potosí, the veins in the district of 
Catorce,^' discovered in 1773, and w^orked witli suc-
cess since 1778, eclipsed all others, which in tha t 
regi(jn had acquireii fame during the preceding tvvo 
centuries. One miiie alone, belonging to a pricst 
nanied Flores, yielded, during the first year, 1,600, 
000 pesos. The product of the whole district, from 
1778 till 1810, was estimated at 4,000,000 jjcsos 
yearly; and tha t of the entire intendencia San Luis 
de P(')tosi, from 1556 tiU 1789, at 92,736,294 marks of 
silver, representing 788,258,212 pesos. Nex t in im-
portance to the mines of Catorce, were those in the 
districts of Bolanos and Bamos,^^ which in some 
years also yielded enormously, and gavc weiglit to the 
general belief tha t they were inexhau.stiblc, 

A similar view prevailed concerning the third 
prominent mining region, that of Zacatecas, vvhich, 

" Yield from Marcli 4, 1671, to August 9, 1673, 142,952 marks of silver, 
Jlancera, Iiistntc. ]'imjcs, '292-3, From 1766 tiÍI 1803, 43,0.'!0 niarks of gold 
and ]S,723,.537 of silver, worth .^165,002,145. IJuml Jdt, E.«uJ PtJ., ii, 505, 
519, Froni 1766 tUl hSOH, gul 1 53,881 marks, and silver 22,631,980 marks. 
Bitr/:urt, linsrn, i. .360. VVunl gives the yield froin 1795 tiU 1810 at ^J'n^,-
272 niarks silver aud 27,810 marks golcl, which he chooses to valuc at SJí), -
0-28,017. 

•̂'6 Tcjtal yield from I78S tiU 1808, .S-29,.558,.S07, netting .^11,986,312. Wanl, 
Jíex., ii. 140. This differs somewhat frora the hguics of Alaman, Ilisf. JI'J., 
i. app. 2.3-4, which give tlie total net profit from 17.SS tUI 1797 at .S7,919,9-23. 
Huinboldt, Td). cii. 528 533, makes some interesting observations on tlie pro-
duce and wurking expenses of the Valcnciana and rich European mines. 

^' For geologic and general description, see Burkai-t, liciscn, ii. 107 ct seq.; 
]VciriI, Jlex., ii. 464-518. Conceriiing the origiu of the name ('uturce, tliere 

are two versions, one by Cavo, Trcs Siglos, ii. 22, who applies it as tlie jiluce 
of refuge for 14 outlaws; the other, by Iturriburría, ini9oc. Jlex. Geog., Bcjciin, 
viii. 307, who attributes it to the murder of 14 soldiers, 

•'^^Vard, JIcx., ii, 139, gives statistics which show the product of the 
Bolanos mines, from 1752 till 1780, to have been 3,702,269 marks silver, 

í 
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since its discovery in the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury, had always ofíered a vast field to enterprising 
persons.^^ That it vvas not unfounded becomes cvi-
dent from the estimated production for one hundred 
and eighty years, till 1732, which is jjlaced at $832,-
232,880. After this period the yield increased, aiid in 
1808 Zacatecas furnished nearly as much silver as Gua-
najuato.'^*' The principal vein, the Veta Grande, gave 
in cightcen years, from 1790 tiH 1808, 1,293,463 marks , 
of siÍver, valued at $11,317,792.«^ The c.xploitation of "̂^̂"̂  ^ 
mines in the district of Sombrerete w âs for a time "̂' 
equally successful, the celebrated Veta Negra there 
having produced within six months more than 700,000 
marks of silver, and about four million pesos of net 
jjrofits. To this period probably belongs the story 
tha t a rich miner of Zacatecas on the occasion of his 
daughter 's wedding had the streets paved with bricks 
of silvcr, from his house to the church.^'^ 

In the northern provinces of Durango, Sonora, 
Sinaloa, and Chihuahua, thouoh most of them were 

. . . . 
sujjjjosed to be equal if not superior in mineral w^ealth 
to the other districts, niinino w-as conducted on a 

^ O 

smaller scale,^^ The reasons must bc attributed to 
worth .S30,543,720. During the preceding period, from 1646 to 1752, the an-
nual yield lias been estimated at from three and a half to four million pesos. 
The ores of the Ramos mines gave after 1798 frequently 14 ounces silver to 
the quintal. Burkari, Reisen, ii. 121. 

^^The geological feature of Zacatecas is described in full by Berghes, 
Jjesrripciiin dc la Scrrcniia de Zacatecas, 1-39, See also fíumboldt, Essai PoL, 
ii, 534^6, where some pecuiiarities of tliat legioii, as eomparcd witli others, 
are niinutely given; Lcut, A'ovrs Orb'is, 2S8; ir,//-(/, .\Icx., iL 519-48, 61'2-18. 

fi^In I72S the aggiegatc product amounted to $1,800,000, or one fifth of 
all the sih-er thcn coiiicd. Aiamait, ILisi. JleJ., i. lOO-I, Humboldt esti-
mated in 1803 the average yield at 402,000 luarks silver. Es<ai PoL, ii. 535. 
Arlegui, Ili.st. Chron. Zac, 74, makcs the startling assertion that the Pabellon 
niine ;_MVC duriug fíve years, .'S20,000 daily, 

" T h e p r o d u c t from 1795 tUl 1808 is given by Burkhart, Reisen, ii. 74, at 
1,072,656 marks silver, Ward, JLx., u, 44, for thc same period, makes it 
1,146,393 marks, 

^^Santos Chronologíu, ii, 464, The same author adds that some time after 
the miner died in poverty, 

^ Iii the mines of Batopilas in Durango pieces of pure silver 400 pounds 
in weight were found on several occasions. Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 509. 
The mtnes of Sinaloa were not discovered tiU 1753. Castro, Diario, iu Doc 
llist. JIcx.. série i, tom, iv, 161-2, In the beginning of this century the 
entire yield of gold in Sonora was estimated by Humboldt at 7,000 marks, 
The same author refutes the supposition that platina existed in that province; 
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the small population, the frequent raids of wild tribes, 
and the difficulty of exchanging the bullion for coined 
silver. The latter could be efíected only at the mint 
of Mexico, a circumstance which proved to be a se-
rious encumbrance on niining operations even in the 
less remote intendencias of San Luis Potosí and Zaca-
tecas, particularly to miners with small capital. 

'This difficulty gave rise to the business of middle-
men, or of rescatadores, as they were called.^* They 
or their agents would purchase the ore, extract the 
metal at their own expense, and exchange it in Mex-
ico for coin, The miner, receiving immediate cash 
returns for his ores, was enabled to continue the out-
put ; and although the accommodation was obtained 
at considerable sacrifice, a great difficulty was removed. 
In the southern regions rescatadores vvere less numer-
ous, for the miners there enjoyed greater facilities in 
being nearer to the capital. 

The principal districts in the neighborhood of Mex-
ico were Taxco and Pachuca, and Tlalpujagua in 
Michoacan. Since the days of the conquest Spaniards 
had worked the veins of Taxco, and Cortés constructed 
there a gallery, El Socabon del Bey, of sufficicnt di-
mensions to be entered on horseback for a distance of 
about three hundred feet. This district reached the 
height of its prosperity between 1752 and 1762, after 
w'hich it declined so rapidly that at the end of the 
century the yield, together vvith that of the mines of 
Tehuilotepec and others, barely amounted to 60,000 
marks of silver. A similar fate was encountered by 
the mines of Pachuca, including Beal del Monte, Ato-
tonilco, and Moran, as the most important. The first, 
also called from the richest vein the Vizcaina, v^as 
worked with fair success from the sixteenth till the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, when the diffi-
culties of drainage led to its abandonment. Work w âs 

lead, however, is found with argentiferous ores in the veins of Cosalá, Essai 
PoL, ii. 503-8. The subject -will betreated in my fíist. North Mex. States. 

^* Meaning Uterally traders. 

í 
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however resumed near Moran by Bustamante and Ter-
reros, and with many difficulties concluded in 1762 by 
the latter. The result was a great success, one vein 
alone covering all the expenses, whilst others were so 
productive tha t within fourteen years a net profit of 
about five inillion pesos had been derived by Terreros 
who afterward figured as Conde de Regla.^ Work 
was conducted with alternating success till 180T,®^ 
when it declined under the increasing expenditure, 
and never resumed its former dimensions. 

I t has been stated tha t soon after the fall of Mex-
ico Spaniards engaged in mining speculations in Mi-
choacan. The attraction centred after 1562 at Tlal-
pujagua, and down to the beginning of the eighteenth 
century the result jjroved satisfactory. Work was 
then suspended till 1743, when again a brief period 
of successful development began, yielding, within eight 
years, about ten million pesos. The excessive cost of 
drainage then caused the mines to be abandoned.'^' 

Thus we see tha t the greatest development of min-
ing took place in the second half of the eighteenth 
century, when certain important discoveries gave fresh 
iinpulse to this industry, fostered at the same time by 
a beneficial policy. Miners then awoke to the neces-
sity of organizing for mutual aid, notably by framing 
a new code of laws with which to replace the cumbrous 
and f lulty regulations in force. Consequently, in Feb-
ruary 1774, a pctition vvas directed to the king, for 
c(^)nstituting as the Cucfjx) dc la Mincria de Nnei'a 
Espa/a, a corporation vvhich was to embrace all own-

«^He presented king Cárlos I I I . with two war vessels, one of them carry-
ing 112 guns, and made alsoa loan to the erowii of I,000,()00 pesos, which it 
sceius was never repaid. He acquired iramense tcrritorities, uud left at hÍ8 
dcuth to dcscendants a fortuno eiiuuUed only by that of Conde de VulcncLaua. 
IIu dxJ'/L E.s.<ui Pol., ii. 540 1, 514, 5.'lS-43. For details about the Vizcama 
mine the reu'ler is referred to Custcluzo, Jlnuifcstucion ilr. . .la Vchi Vizctiin , 
l-()3; Lu<<''ja, Iiri>rr<nitn"ion, lOe t seq . ; Bur/citrt, RtJscn. i. 127-32. 

f-' í-'ruiii 1794 till I SOl the yield stiU amounted to §6,000,000, Ward's JIcx., 
u. 21; Bur/:arf, Rrijn, i. I30-I ; but Humboldt asserts that this was not 
sufficieut to cover the expenses, Es<ai P>J., ii. .541, 

«' FuU particulars about this district are given in BurkarL Reisen, i. 73-97. 
"% 
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ers of mines in Nevv Spain.^'^ Similar plans having 
already been entertained by the government, the re-
quest vvas granted by royal cédula of Ju ly 1, 1776. 
I n the following year, the 4th of May,^^ the forinal 
installation took place under the above given name, 
and steps were taken for the establishment of thc 
tribunal de minería simultaneously created, which had 
also legal jurisdiction in mining cases.^° To defray 
expenses one real was levied for every mark of silvcr 
coined, an impost formerly collected under the name 
of derecho de senoreage, and novv donated by the king. 
I t served to defray the salaries of the officials,^^ and 
the expenses of the mining college, any surplus being 
employed to pay the interest of capital taken up by the 
tribunals for subventions, or avios,'^^ to needy mincrs. 

The labors of the tribunal in the latter respect 
proved of great benefit, and gave a new impulse to 

^"The petition was made on the 25th of February by Juan Lúcas de Las-
sága and .loaquin Velasquez de Leon, as attorneys for the miiiers, The fuU 
text is given in Lassúga, Ri'jircsnitucion, Mexico, 1774, 1-98, witli notcs by 
the two representatives, and au appendix containing the letter to the king, an,l 
one to Viceroy Bucareli, requesting his pioteetion for the petitiou. The lat-
ter gives a brief accouut of the miniug history of New Spain since the con-
quest, attribiiting as reasons why development had not heeii greater, a laek 
of kiiowledge and iusufficient fiuancial encourageiuent. Hence the necessity 
of organizing a corporatiou v\ ith a tribunal, competent to control the mining 
interests and protect theiu if necessary. In order to ulituiu tlie necessary 
funds for supporting the tribunal aud a coUege, and to pay tlie interest of 
raoney, loaned to foster the developuient of inines, a remission of taxes was 
suggested. 

^^* Beie a, Recop., ii. 213; Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., iv. 314. Alaman says 
erroneously, May 4, 1774. Hist. Jlt'J., i. 60-1. 'lf] 

^"It consistecí of an administrator gener.al, who was president of the board, | | j 
a dircctor general, aiid two or thrcc ^eneral depiities elected by miuers, Ordc- \ 
itunzas de Jlinería, 7. L'hangcs took place by the time of Humboldt's visit, ][|,ji 
and he speaks of a staíf of one director, two depnties, one assessor, two con- i 
.sultores, and one jiidge, tlie chief of the juzgado de alzadas de mincría. Es.<ui i 
Pol., ii. 596, The first administrator and director-geueral vvere aiipointed ] ] 
for life, biit their siiccessors were to be elected every three years by deputies i 
from the various reales de minas, Of the latter only those forming a regular 
settlement with church and a curate had a vote, but to prorainent districts 
more were given, Thiis Guanajuato had six votes, Zacatecas four, San Luis 
Potosí, Pachuca, and Real del Monte tliree each; iii general, reales witli the 
title of city liad three, and viUas two votes. For more details about orgaii-
ization of the tribuual see the Ordenanzas. 

"' ReviIIa Gigedo says the salaries of the tribunal were about .$39,000, In-
sfruc, 119, wliíle they really amounted to $25,000. 

'^The system had been introduced years before; it was a contract between J. 
the owner of a mide and one or several wealthy persons, who furnished the | i 
avío, or funds necessary for exploitation, and received iu corapensation a 

HisT, M E X . , V O L , U I . 38 
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exploration of mineral districts. I n later years this 
branch, which might be called a mining bank, niet 
with reverses,'^ and the college, which depcnded upon 
it, could be maintained only with great sacrifices, the 
expenscs amounting annually to about thirty thou-
sand pesos. The Beal Seminario de Minería, as it 
was proudly called, indeed never fulfilled its object, 
although for some time it was under the management of 
able dircctors and teachers,'* for it had been founded 
on a plaii too vast and elaborate to be practicable.'^ 

The greatcst achievement of the tribunal vvas the 
comjiilation of the cclebrated Ordenanzics de Mino-ía, 
which, translated into several languages and widely 
commented upon, have fornied the first complete code 
of colonial mining lavvs. For two hundred and fifty 
ycars, since Cortés planted the banner of Castile on 
the ruins of Tenochtitlan till about 1770, the legisla-
tion of the mining industry had been ruled by a mix-
ture of decrees and ordinances'^wdiich had gradually be-
C( )nic inapplicable. Therefore vvhen the mining tribunal 
was created, orders came that it should frame a nevv 
code, a work completed in 1779. In August of that 

share of the yield. This was called to habilitar a niine. Lassága, Rcpres., 18 
et seq., gives the basis on which the avios were made. 

'•* Tlie crown obliged the tribunal on one occasiou to make a donation of 
about $500,000, and soon afterward a loan of about $4,000,000, the repayment 
ef Mliich met v i t h gi-cat diíficulties. Alaman spcaks aiso of bad manage-
ii :it of tlie funds aud tlie consequent failure, with liabilities amounting to 
.$4,000,000. Ilist. J/,J., i. 63, Ward, Mex., ii. 50, says tlie forced loan to 
tlie king wus ,S3,000,000. Revilla Gigedo mentions two loans of $1,000,000 
each. Listfurc, 119-20. The reveniic of the tribunal in about 179-2 was esti-
mated at §160,000. 

"'AIu iiun mcntions among them Fausto de Elhuyar aud Andrés de Rio, 
botli ineu whose names have acquired a well founded reputation as able min-
eralogisls. Ilisf. JleJ., i. 63. The creutiou of the coUege hacl been ratified by 
royul ei^dula of Muy 22, 1783. Bclc a, Recop., ii, 2,S4, 292. 

'^ l ts impciícction is well illustrated by thc statement of two prominent 
tvuvcUeis, thut the collection of ores tliough comprising nuraerous and valua-
ble speeimens from Europe, was extrcmely deficient in Mexican minerals. 
Instruction was given gratuitously to twenty-five pupils, either of Spauish 
blood or noblc Indians; descendants of miners being preferred. There were 
also a iiumber of paying pupils, Humboldt, Essai PoL, ii, 506; Buvhirt, 
Rtisni, i. 265-6, 

'"Tlie original base was the laws in force in Espanola enlarged by a num-
ber of deciees, usually bearing on some special subject, and occasionally 
reformed hv local regTiÍations, Of the lattcr the first issued were those of 
Mexico City, of July 31, 1527. Libro de Cabildo, MS., 197-9. 
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year it was sent to the court, and approved by royal 
ce'dula of May 22, 1783." 

A prominent new feature thcrein was the change 
of jurisdiction in mining cases. Hi ther to with fevv 
exceptions miners had been tried in the usual way, by 
the ordinary courts; now the inining tribunal was 
given an authori ty which finally bccainc cxchisivc, 
and w hich it exercised in the districts through dipu-
taciones. Great .strcss vvas laid ujjon the rcquire-
ment for the judgcs to be cxpcrt miiicrs/"^ and for 
conducting the trials in a summary way.'*' Suits íbr 
small sums could only be carried on verbally, and iii 
all cascs the respectivc judges had to a t tempt Viie 
reconciliation of the contending parties.^" 

The foriner rcgulations for taking up new as well 
as abandoned inines^^ were reformed, and the rights 
of previous owners received greatcr resjjcct. The 
discovery of new veins was rewarded by a greater al-
lotment of ground.^^ Foreigners could not hold JJOS-

session of mines or work the same, unless with sjjccial 
permission from the crown, nor were the clergy aiid 

' ' T h e text is given in Bek'Ha, Recop., ii. 214-292; Zamora, Bib. Leg. UH., 
iv, 314-344. 

'* The administrador, director, and deputies of the tribunal at Mexico were 
obliged to have more than ten years' experience as practical miners, Ordr-
nanrxis de Jl'mei'ía, 6-7. 

'^AsimiIar order had been given on Noveraber 26, 1602, 'porque no se 
distraygan (the miners) con pleytos, ni hagan largas ausencias,' Recop. Ind., 
u, 73. 

"̂ Appeals only aiming at delay were to be rejected. Courts of appeal 
could be formed in the mining districts of the highest judicial oíficer assisted 
by substitutes for deputies. That for Mexico was composed of tlie director-
general of the tribunal, one ex-member of that body, and an oidor, Belc u, 
Recop., ii. 226-9. A few years later the tribunal de minería was made the 
court of appeal for all new Spain. Ordenes de la Coronu, M,S., iii. 96-8; lit-
mlla Gigedo, Instruc, 120-1. Other instractions for the proceeding of the 
tribunal ancl the difí'erent diputaciones are given in Ordenanzas de Jlinería, 
31-61. 

" A law of June 18, 1629, provided that the abandoument of a mine for a 
term of four years gave any one a right to claim it as a new discovery, The 
Spanish term for filing claims to a mine was denunciar. Jlontemayor, Svntu-
rios, 204; Recop. de Ind., ii, 69, 

^̂  Three claims were to be granted, but none could exceed 200 varas square. 
The dimensions varied according to the inclination of the vein. The first 
labor, to sink a shaft of 4 feet Ln diameter and 30 in depth, had to be done 
within 90 days after filing the claim, The details of the orciinance are givei 
in Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., iv. 324-9. 
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religious corporations entitled to do so. In view of 
the greater efficiency of inining corporations as com-
jjared with individuals, their formation was fostered 
l)y the grant of exceptional privileges, but withal the 
interests of the laborers were not overlooked. A 
nuinber of regulations set forth their duties and their 
r ights; they should receive equitable pay in coin, or 
in goods at the lowest prices. The dijoutaciones were 
instructed to jjrotect them against usury or imposi-
tion and see to it tha t their food be of good quality. 
When imjjrisoncd for debt the laborer could demand 
permission to jjay off'his obligation by working under 
guard, and to receive a share of his wages for the sup-
jjort of his family, The jjrevailing idea in the new 
ordinances vvas, iii fact, to encourage mining opera-
tioiis by liberal protection. The sharp practice of 
financial agents vvas checked by limiting the rate of 
interest on advances to five per cent.^^ As the bank 
connected with the tribunal had been created to abol-
ish abuses, minute instructions were issued for the 
nianaocinent of its funds. The establishment of the 

O 

mining college not being regarded as sufficient to 
awctkcn interest, the study of mineralogy was further 
stiinulated by granting its students honors of nobility, 
and to jjractical miners certain other privileges.^* 

The patcrnal policy so characteristic of Spanish 
colonial Icgislation was disjjlayed in these ordinaiiccs, 
DijJutaciones vvere to admoni.sh extravagant miners, 
an^! the tribunal at Mexico had the power to appoint 
guardians for them. In a similar manner the safety 
of lab(ji'crs vvas jjrovided for by instructions hovv to 
efíect the ventilation and drainage of mines, and the 

^ Contracts were not valid unless drawn up before witnesses, and advances 
affected only tho miue for which they Iiad been made, not any other property 
uf the owner, Ordri mzas de Jlinerín, 156-168, 

^* Owners of inincs and their assistants could not be imprisoned for debt, 
hut the latter, when indehted, were forbidden to leave thc district until thcir 
master had paid the obligations from tlicir salary, An e;:ecution on private 
property could not include a saddle-hurse, one mulc, ; iii's, and other ueces-
sary cffects, To old or poor miiiers and their descei 'uiiís, officcs should be 
given in preference to other pcrsons, (Jrt./encnizas de J.J<,t<'r<ri, 203-9. 
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labor in general. Thus for the first time a chcck 
was placed on the random system of working mines 
hitherto so customary, although no very important 
innovations appeared. During the tvvo íiundred and 
fifty years since the first mines were worked, so little 
progress had been made in working methods that 
Europeans expressed surprise. The hoisting appara-
tus was greatly neglected, and instead of ladders Ibr 
the shafts a scries of beanis were used about fivc yards 
in length, jjlaced in pairs in an inclined position and 
provided with w^edge-shaped notches to serve for s t 'ps , 
ten or eleven iiiches apart. On this jjrimitivc C(mtriv-
ance the carriers would climb for hours, loaded with 
ore, sometimes three hundred pounds in weight, Bu t 
the Qfreatest defect was the manner of constructino the 
pits and galleries, which seldom or never connc'tcd, 
greatly increased the cost of transportation,""' aiid j)rc-
vented ventilation. Equall}' deficient were the con-
trivances for draining the mines; pumps w^ere seldoin 
or never used,®^ the water beino brouoht to the surface 

^ O O 

in large bags of hides attached to the lopes of a wiiid-
lass movcd by horse-power. ' Tovvard the clo.'̂ c of the 
eighteenth century several Germaii miners were scnt 
from Spain and distributed over different districts to 
efíect improvements. They attemjjted sevcral iimo-
vations, and although successful in soine parts tlicy 
failed in others, chiefly ovving to tlic prejudice agaiiist 
them. The reports concerning tlicir utility vvere con-
tradictory,^' and after a few^ ycars they returned home. 

Besides the organization of the cuerpo cle minería, 
the reduction in the prices of quicksilver, the grcater 
liberty granted to commerce, and the discovei v of 

^^ Humboldt corapares them with iU-constracted buildings, wherein an 
adjoining roora could be reached only by passtng round the whole house. 
EssaiPoL, u. 550. 

^ Yet in the time of Cortés puraps appear to have been used at Taxco. 
Alun m, Exposicion, '24. 

*' The intendentes of Guanajuato, Zacatecas, and Oajaca, the cUputacion 
of Taxco, and other persons, admitted that some progress had been made, but 
the diputaciones of Guanajuato, Sombrerete, and several other placcs, re-
ported adversely. Rev'dla G'igedo, In.-fruc, 122-6. The expenses att i ibuted 
'o theni by tlie middle of June, 1793, amounted to §403,209. 
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new rich mines, gave a fresh impulse to the mining 
industry, so much so that the increase in production 
after 1778 amounted to more than twenty-five per 
cent.^^ The total annual yield of Mexico in gold and 
silver has been estimated at $1,500,000 for the epoch 
1521-48, at $2,000,000 from 1548 till 1600, and at 
$3,000,000 for the following nine decades, aggregating 
$414,500,000. Since that time the statistics of the 
mint of Mexico show a considerable increase of the 
amount yearly coined; from $5,285,581 produced in 
1690, it advanced with slight fluctuation till in 1805 
it reached the maximum of $27,165,888. In the fol-
lovving years it declined to $21,886,500 for 1808, the 
total amount till then, from 1690, being $1,496,832,-
112.̂ ^ To this must be added the value of all metal 
wrought into jewelry, and of that which was illegally 
exported without being coined or taxed. The amount, 
frequently overrated, in all probability did not exceed 
one million pesos yearly; and adding this, the average 

^̂  The total value of gold and silver coined in Mexico during the years 
1766 tiU I77S amounted to §191,589,179, against $252,525,412 for the period 
1779-91, fíumboldt, E«ai PoL, ii, 577. 

®̂ Zamora, Bih. Leg. Ult., i, 25-8, followed by Alaman, Hist. JléJ., i. 
app. 13-17. Their statements for the period of 1690 to 1803 give the total 
coinage of gold and silver at $1,373,939,000, whilst Humboldt places it at 
§1,353,452,020. E.ssai PoL, ii, 578, The aggregate yield of sUver from 1690 
tiU 1800, was of 149,350,721 raarks, whereas the annual average at the close 
of tlie eighteenth century was 7,000 raarks gold and 2,500,000 marks silver, 
worth about §22,000,000, Id., 576-9, The foUo-wing table shows the produc-
tion from 1690 tiU 1808, by decades: 

1690-99 

1700-09 

1710-19 

1720-29 

1730-39 

1740-49 

Amount in Pesos. i 

43,971,340 

51,933,145 

65,828,482 

84,151,727 

93,677,484 

108,1-24,854 

1750-59 

1760-69 

1770-79 

1780-89 

1790-99 

1800-08 

Amount in Pesos, 

130,219,836 

119,556,109 

174,772,560 

193,403,561 

231,080,280 

200,112,734 

Total yield §1,496,832,112 

The statistics given by Zaraora, Bib. Leg. Ult., i, 25-8, which have served 
as a base, contain evidently inforraation from official sources, sorae of which 
have not been seen by Huraboldt. 
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annual produce in the beginning of the century niay 
be plac(íd at 23,000,000 jjcsos,'" 

The revenue derived by the crown from this flood 
of wealth amounted to about sixteen per cent on silver, 
and nineteen on o'old admixtures.^^ Durino a term of 
twenty-fivc years, comprising part of the inost flour-
ishing mining period, froni 1765 to 1789, the total 
revenue, according to official statcmcnts, amountcd to 
$43,641,469.^^ The district of Guanajuato alone paid 
from 1760 till 1780, more than $13,000,000, and dur-
ing the whole eighteenth century about $41,000,000. 
There is no doubt, however, tha t a vviscr policy on tlie 
part of the crown, especially if initiated at an earlicr 
period, would have produced a still better result. 
Before reformations were firnily established, polit-
ical convulsions came to neutralize their influence, 
and reluctant admission had to be given to forcign 
capital to eífect tha t for which Mexico felt herself 
unequal, as I shall have occasion to explain in a latcr 
volume. 

'" ReviIIa Gigedo asserts that but a small amount of metal failed to pass 
through the raint, but he would hardly have cared to disclose a high figure 
had it been known to him, Instrv., 118, 

'^ Besides the tenth, one per cent was charged, and the derecho de mone-
datje y se orea(je, of 3 2-5 reales for every mark of silver. Tlie duty on pure 
goid was reduced to 3 per cent by royal cédula of March 1, 1777. Fonseca 
and Urriitíu, fíist. Reai fíac, i. 39, 

*̂  In 1777 alone it was $1,636,577. Vireyes, Instmc, MS,, série i. pt, iv, 

Numerous as are the authorities consulted by me for this chapter, not one 
among them affords a complete view of the development of the mining in-
dustry, although the voluminous matter in Huinboldt and other -writers might 
lead one to expect a more thorough result, Here, as in inany other places, I 
have had literally to grope my way in searcli of long-hidden material ere 
I could apply the refining process, Oiie of the most valuable aids for the 
task which covers not only a special subject, but between lines gives 
many iteins of mining history, is the compilation of laws, published in 1783, 
and repeatedly quoted, the Reales Ordenanzas.. .de la Jlineria, Madrid, 
1783, pp, 214, of which I possess an official copy with the rúbrica of the inin-
ister Josef de Galvez, besides such modern editions as that of Paris, 1870, 
pp, 335, xlviii, I t is indeed remarkable not only for contents, but for style, 
differing as it does frora the verboseness so common to Spanish writiugs, The 
language in the petition of the miniug body has a clear busiuess ring, and 
conveys the impression of inen animated by stanch energy, patriotism, and 

II li 
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íar-seeing prudence; and the same spirit seems to pervade the laws annexed, 
Avhich savor of mature deliberation, I t is to be regretted that this impor-
tant collection lias met 'with so little attention from Humboldt. In his Essai 
Polit'tciue, nearly 200 pages are devoted to the description of the mines in New 
Sp;du, chiefly of sections, aiid to statistical material, while the history of min-
ing receives comparatively little attention. The view taken by this scien-
tist refers rather to its coudition at the time of his visit, and even the recently 
estuhlished code of laws did not elicit froni hira any special comments. Thia 
lcuves another void iu the mass of information furnished by him, yet its value 
is undoubted, Subscqueut writers have nearly all followed his steps, and it 
would be iiiipossible to write the inining history of New Spain without con-
sultiug the stutistics which form the chief frait of his researches. 

The waiit of a comraentary on the raining ordinances was early recognized 
l)y the uble ]\Iexicau mineralogist, Joaquin Velazquez de Leon, aud supplied by 
Iiim m the Comcniarios tle ias Ordenanzas de Jlinería, M,S., pp. 62. Theyby 
uo means exhaust tlie subject, and cover only special points, but they have 
aii adcUtional interest in coming from the pen of a uian who took active part 
iu tlie compilation of the code, and whose ability gave him a right to inter-
pret iiot only the letter but the spirit thereof, .i\mong other authors who 
li;i\e tlirown soiiie Ught on tlie mining industry of X'ew Spain are Fonseca 
and Unut ia , who in their H'istor'ia General de Reul llacicida, i. 5-44, 297-
387, iii. 6-140, iv. 521-636, v. 43-57, give much information, together with 
cupics (if official docuraents which in raany cases aie unattainable to foreign-
ers. The value of the work is, however, inuch impaired by a deficient 
ai luugement and their method of handling the bulky material at their dis-
pusul. Of inodern writers, Alaman ranks promineut, less on account of the 
( \ t en t of liis inforraation, than for the reliable stateraents which Iie presents 
in different parts of his Disertaciones and Historia de Jlrjico. His ability has 
been acknowledged by Ward, who, in liis JLexico in 1827, several times con-
fesses his indehtedness to Alaman in no stinted terms. VVard admits also to have 
laigely drawn from Humboldt, but his \\ ork dwells chiefly on tlie couditiou of 
Mcxiean mines after theIndependeuce, and lielungs thercfoie more properly 
tu thut period. This applies also to Burkart, Aitj'rnthnlf un</ Reisrn in JIcx-
ico, Stuttgart, 1836, 2 vols, pp. 392, 286, with niups and eiits. This author wus 
at dití'erent times manager of the mines uf Tlulpujagua and Bola os, and the 
aiiiple oppuituuity thus offered him to uiake iiivestigations, uuited with his 
professional kuowledge, has been freely exercised with good result, I shall 
liave oecasion to speak of him again as well as of Dupuit, whose JIciuux 
Priciiin-, Paris, I8I3, pp. xiii, 429, -with cuts and maps, corresponds with 
al)(,ut tlie same period, 

In additioii to these a number of treatises exist, bearing on special sub-
jects, one of the uldest being the Proridencias .sobre Azogues, 44 folios, a mau-
iiseript eoetaneous eopy on staraped paper of the regulations and orders issued 
tr,,iii 1670 till 1673 by Viceroy Mancera, for the distribution of c][uicksilver to 
tlie miners, Tlic iufluence of that metal on tlie mining industry of New 
Spuiii and tlie opportunies for raising or lowering its priee gave repeatedly 
uceusion for troublesoine questions, Instances of thesc disputes are found in 
( oiitjjendiosa Dcmostracion, Mexico, 1743, pp, 178, and Segunda Demostra-
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cion, MS., the same place and year, pp. 616, by Joseph Antonio Fabri, gen-
eral mining attomey, Both works aim a t a reduction of the prices for quick-
silver, and give a description of the methods employed for the extraction of 
ores, and are essentially (Urected against the Respuesta of Joseph Antonio de 
ViIIa-Senor y Sanchez, Mexico, 1742, pp, 136. The latter writer, so well 
known through his voluminous Theatro of New Spain, opposes as one of the 
chief officials of the quicksilver department any reduction in the price, and 
adduces in support the judgmeuts rendered by several of the district tii-
bunals. Of a later date is Joseph Garcés y Eguia's Xuevu Tetírica y Prnc-
tica, Mexico, 1802, pp, 168^ a work written by order of the crown to diffuse 
a knowledge of ainalgamation and smelting processes, A specimen of another 
class of material is the Descrijicion de lu Serrania de Zacatccas, Mexico, 1834, 
pp, 39, by C, de Berghes, which gives a detailed description of the mining 
region of Zacatecas, containing many historical and statistical items, part of 
which belongs to the period after the Independence. 

Authorities of more or less value, consulted in the preceding chapter: 
Puga, Cedulario, 11-12, 21, 43, 79; Ordenes de la Cortína, MS., iii. 9(}-8; iv, 
163; Reales Ccdulas, M,S., i. 32, 38-9; ii. 51; Gedulario, MS,, iii. 61-2; i \ . 
42; A:.anzu, Ynstruccion, ^hS., 70-1, 8'2-7, 12-2-6; Lcijcs ]^arias Anof., MS,, 
123-7; Prov'itlencias sobre Azogucs, MS,, pussim; Recop. de Iml., i. 21S; ii. 
68-87, 94, 446-8, 493-4, 577; iÍL 131-2; lirinlla Gigedo, Banro, passim; Bcni-
dos, nos 45, 51; Instrurcion, MS., i. 365-552; ii. 1-391; Ln.s.saga, Iirjirr.<ciifa-
cion, passim; Ordcnanzas de JUncría (ed. Madrid, 1783), passim; Iti. (cd. 
Paris, 1870), passini; Vckr.tjucz, Comentarios, MS., passim; Cucrus, Inj'orinc, 
passim; Gamboa's Connncntaries, i. iL, passira; Fahri, Co'mj>cn<l., passini; 
Id., Scijunda Demo.stracion, MS., i. etsecj.; Gurccs y Eguiu, Xttcru Trúrira. 
passiin; Berghes, Decrip., i. et seq.; Lomhurdf, Iitj'orme, passiin; IluinhrjlJj 
Esscú Pol, i, 73-4, 127, '202, 237, 288; u, 488 et seq,; Id., L'ife and Tntfris, 
275-88; Id., Xew Spain, iiL 104-454; iv. 279-81, 356-72; LL, Tabia E.sfuJ., 
MS,, 54—()5; Id., Versurh, iv,, passim; Aluman, Di.srrf., i. 177-8; ii. 73-8; 
/ / . , HisL JRJ., i. 23-4, 43-4, 60-4, 99-102, 144; iu. 39-48; v. 3-2-4; Burfurt, 
Re'isen, i. iL, passim; Jlonuinetifos Domin. E^J., IMS., 112; ]^'ircycs de JIcx., 
MS., 2; Jlontemayor, Scmurios, 55-8, 205-7; J'orqucmaiu, i, 3.">6-7; \'ifun-
i:vrf, Teut,-o Jlex., 8-24; V'tlla Seiior y Sanc/tcz, Hrsjiucsia, passim; Itl., i. 
23-6, 38-41; ii. 267-8; iJisjios'icioncs Vur'ias, 2S-31; Jjurijou, Ceog. Dcscrip. 
Oajaca, ii. 226; Jlrdina Chrôn. S. D'iego, 250-3; Caile, Jlcm. y Xot., 49; Pu-
checodmd Cárdenas, Col. Doc, ii, 209; iiL 487-8, 530-3; vi. 4S7-8; xiu, 218-19, 
259; Concii'MS Prov., MS,, 227; Icazhalrrta, Col. Doc, i. 50'2-3; Col. Doc 
In(:d., xxi, 53'2-4; Jlorfi, Coi. Doc, MS,, 1-7; Ccn-tas dr Indius, 340, 876; 
Beatmtonf, Crôn. Jlich.,iii. 200, 544-6; iv, 475-82; \'. 71-98; Beloln, L'rrop., 
i. 106-9, 311-12; ii. 212-96; Pinart, Doc So)io,u, MS., 16-22; Fonsecu and 
Urrutia, Real Hac, i. 5-44, 297-387; iii. 6-140, 521-636; v, 433-57; Doc 
fíist. Jlex., série i, tom, i. 34-5, 427, 499; Id., série ii. tom. iv, 196, 210-12, 
272-4, 301-3, 343-5; Galvrz, Informe, 63-77; Arlegui, Il'ist. Chron. Zac, 132 
et seq,; Wa,-d's Jiex., ii, 12-58, 145-8, 160-2, 3-20-9, 373-97, 464-548, 612-18; 
Arévalo, Compend., 71-9, 95-6, IIO, 119-20; Castelazo, JIun'tjie.<to, 1-63; Guijo, 
Diario, 34-5, 427, 499; Ternaux-Compans, Voy., série ii, tom, v, 178-9, 2-23, 
327; Laet, Am. Descript., 288; Caivan, Ordenanzas, 43-7; Jlichoacan, Prov. 
S. Nicolas, 95, 107; Peralta, Not. fíist., 177-8; Gonzales, Col. X. Leon, 72-8; 
R'irera, Diurio, 4; Jlina de S. N'icolas, 27-35; Soc Jlex. Geog., Boletin, ii, 
18-22, 32-3, 40-1; vii, 307, 313; ix, 89, 94, 101; xi, 267; Id., 2da ép. iu. 25; 
i\'. 389; Romero, Mich., 158, 165; Cavo, Tres Siglos, i. 68, 105; u. 138-9, 145, 
164, 171; iiL 22-3; Prescott's Jlex., iii, 332; Arroniz, Biog. JLex., 309-11; 
Id., IIisL y Cron., 139-40, 153; Estcdia, xxvu. 15, 212-14, 221-4, 23-2-3; 
Berlandier, Diar. ]luj., 45-50; Casf'dio, JLcm. Azogue, 29, 78-84; Busta-
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mank, Cuadro Hist., iv. 68-76; Id., Voz de la Patría, v. 66-8; Pap. 
Var., xxxvi. 75-6; cL 63, passim; cxiv. 27-35; Alzate, Diarío, 18-21, 53-6, 
118-23, 197-208; Id., Gacetas, i. 206-8; ii. 67-8, 177-9, 380-2; iU, 7-21, 311-
16, 319-21, 433-5; BeUrami, Jlex., i. 260; Cortes, Diur. Ofic, x. 278; Gac 
Mex., L 9 et seq.; u. 11, passim; iu, 125, 209, 245, 319, 383; iv. 9, 65, 218, 
249, 34.5-6; v. 6, 57, 217-18, 271; vi. 317, 442-3, 534; viiL 51 et seq,; ix. 
461; x. 76, 211-15; xi. 192; xU. 73-5; xv. 331-2, 543-5; Diario Mex., iL 56, 
84; iv. 175, passrm; v. 117-18; vL 69-71; vii. 2-26 e t seq . ; ix. 452,486; x. 16; 
Campillo, Xucfo Sistema, 155-71; Rivera, Gobernantes, 234, 246, 249; Jlat/er's 
Mex. Aztec, i. 235, 238, 249; u. 95-6; W'ili'ie, NoL fíac, 2-3, 19-23; Com-
pait'ta de Jlinas, passim; Alegre, Poblunu, 75-6; Wupp, Mex., 68-76; Album 
JIcx., i. 354, 451; Calvo, Annales fíisf,, i. pp, xxix,-xxx.; Gallo, Hombres 
Llustres, u, 227-36; Alvarez, Estudios Ili.st.. 374-83, 424-5, 447-86; Zamacois, 
ll'ist. JIcJ., iv. 560; V. 21-2, 245-6; 457, 479-83, 550 et seq,; vii, 20; viu, 
504-7, 755-6; x. 1317-18; xi. 3-6; Aimcutac Calcnd. Galvan, I84I, 3-10; 
Fossey's JIcx., 301-2; Lafond, Voy., i. 163-4; Zamora, Bib. Leg., iv. 313-
48; V, 318-19; Dicc Univ., iL 3 7 0 ^ ; ui, 177-8; v, 343-60, 409-10; vi, 8-29-
34; ix, 342, 393-4; x, 36, 105, 326-7, 781-4, 798-804, 1032-4; Campbell's 
Spitn. Amrr., 114; Anderson's Commerce, ii. 139; Id., Si!ver Country, 20-7S; 
Jacoh's fíist. Entjuiry, ii, 123-4, 145-54; Id., Prcrious Jletuis, ii. 48-9, 59, 
152-3; Conder's Jlex. and Guat., 32-3; 165; Andrew's lilus. of W. InJ., 63; 
Carey and Lea's fíist. Am., 338; RockweU's Spun. and JLex. Law, I-IIO; 
653-63; Bhmfield's View, ii, 632-3; ArriUagu, Lnforme, 9; Stricker, Biblio-
thek, 85-7; Winterbotham's HisL U. S., iv. 84-5. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

AGRICULTURE AND MANUFACTURES. 

1521-1803. 

AzTEC LAND S Y S T E M — S P A Î ISH POLICY AND INTLØENCE—CORTÉS AS X 

FAEMER—MAIZE—MAGTJEY AXD ITS M.\NiroLD UsE—CACAO AND VAN-

I L L A — I N T R O D Ø C T I O N O F SrO. \R-CANE AND W ^ H E A T — F E R T I L I T Y O F T H E 

SOUTHERN P R O V I N C E S — P L A N T A I N S — C c L T U R E OF S lLK, V l N E , AND 

O L I V E S TOBACCO AND ITS M O N O P O L Y — S T O C K - R A I S I N G ! WoOLLEN, COT-

TON, AND L l N E N M A N U F A C T U R E S — P R O D U C T I O N O F S P I R I T U O U S L I Q U U K S — 

M l N O R P R O D U C T S — F l S H E R I E S AND P E A R L S — A Z T E C S AS A R T I S A N S — 

FEATHER-WORK AND JEWELRY—OPPRESSIVE COLONIAL POLICY—INDUS-

TRIES AT THE C L O S E O F T H E C E N T U R Y — B l B L I O G R A P H I C A L , 

O F all the native American nations the Aztecs had 
for centuries held the most prominent position, and 
their advancement was surprising to the Spaniards, 
who, instead of encountering a nation of barbarians, 
were faced by a people to wbom they could not deny 
a great degree of culture. Their large cities, their 
skill as artisans, their well tilled fields, all gave evi-
dence of a civilization quite unexpected by the Cas-
tilians. When Cortés and his followers advanced 
from the coast regions to the capital, the country that 
they traversed was a fair specimen of what human 
energy could accomplish on a soil bountifully gifted 
by nature. Still it was in southern regions where the 
inhabitants displayed most inclination for husbandry, 
those of Jalisco and the northern territory being 
more employed in the chase, and in sonie places in 
manufactures and other industries. This favorable 
condition of afíairs was due to just and wise laws, and 
to the fact that the greater share of the land belonged 
to the crown and to the nobility, a circumstance 
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which stamped farming as an occupation not unworthy 
of mcn of the highest rank. The remainder of the 
ground belonged to the temples and the difíerent 
tribfs, and was worked in accordance wdth strict 
reji'ulations. These not only set forth the inaliena-
bibt}' of tlie land given to communities for the benefit 
of thcir membcrs, but provided that every one of the 
lat ter should rcceivc a lot of such cxtent and quahty 
as his necessitics and rank entitled him to. Posses-
sioii was subject to libcral conditions, and although 
givcn only temporarily, it could, through jjrudent 
conduct on part of the holder, be transmitted to his 
heirs. Thus a jjeculiar .system was created, which for 
vvisdoin challenges comparison with the best among 
old-world iiistitutions. And while land belonging 
exclu,-ively to communities could not pass into other 
hands, full scope vvas given to the industrious mem-
1)01' to improve his share, and draw the greatest possi-
ble advantaoe froin his labor.^ 

I t vvould have been prudent and beneficial for the 
Spaniards to maintain in force so admirable a system, 
and it would certainly have been jus t to do so, Cor-
t(js did indeed allovv certain forms of native govern-
iiicnt to rcmain, but this jjolicy vvas not observed in 
tlie di.stribution of land. The greater iiumber of con-
querors dislil:cd the humble sjjhere and toil of a farmer, 
and prcfcrrcd the jjosscssion of an encomienda, where 
they ijjight jjlay s(jvereignty and king-craft a little on 
their ovvii account. Fertile as the soil might be, it 
had littlc attraction if they were to till it by their own 
labor, and thus agriculture in the early times after 
th(- conquest was carried on only where the work could 
be done by slave labor. B u t Cortés on his first stay 
in Mexico, vvhen a guest of ]Montezuma, had sent ex-
jiloi'ing e.vpeditions in a southerly direction, with or-
dci's to establish plantations of maize and cacao, and 
vvas not inclined to leave undeveloped the resources 

' For details concerning the various systems in force before the conquest, 
I rcler to my Xative Races, L 625, 652-3; u, 223-30, 342-50, 445; iv, 429-31. 
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of a territory which, situated between the fifteenth 
and thir ty-tbird degrees of latitude, possessed such 
variety of climate tha t nearly all the food plants known 
in Europe could be raised there. Something was 
also gained when he issued his celebrated ordinances 
of 1524, and caused the introduction of foreion orains, 
plants, and hve-stock.^ 

Al though the southern provinces were far more 
fertile than tho northern, agriculture gradually pro-
gressed in the latter, stimulated by the mineral wealth, 
which gave new impulse to population. The hold 
once gained by the settler was in most cases main-
tained, although the mines which created it were 
abandoned. A certain influence was exercised by the 
clergy, from whose orchards and gardens nevv jjlants 
were distributed over (jther parts of the country. 

The crown also displayed some interest; old laws 
were remodelled; new ones framed in quick succession; 
and the representatives of the government in the col-
onies urged to encourage the cultivation of the soil. 
Settlers in new districts were entitled to land accord-
ing to rank, being obliged to build houses, plant their 
ground within a certain tiine, and possess a certain 
quantity of stock.^ The right of property vvas not 
acquired till after a residence of four years, when the 
owner mioht sell it, thouoh not to a church or convent, 
Xor vvas he allowed to hold vvithin the same term tvvo 
grants in difíerent settlements. The distribution was 
made by the viceroy or the gtjvernor, vvith assistanco 
of the city council,* the regidores being entitled to 

^See Hist. Jlrx., ii. 132-4, this series. 
* ' Haciendo distincion entre escuderos y peones y los que fueren de ménos 

grado y merecimieuto.' The dimensions to be granted were either peonías or 
cahciHcrías. The former comprised a ground-plot 50 feet •wide by 100 in 
leuL'tii, sufficient land to sow 100 fanegas of wheat or barley, and ten uf 
iiiaize, two patch(*; of terrain for orcharcls, eight for other trecs requirini dry 
ground, and pasture lancl for tenbreedini; sows, 20 cows, fivemares, 100 sheep, 
and 20 goats, A caballería included a huihling lot of I')0 by -200 fcet, and 
the other grants were five tim, s the size of that of a peonía. (j.ju.l and infe-
rior land was to be distributed in just proportion, Recop. Injf, iL 39, 

*Recop. de Lntl., ii, 49-1; where detailed ordinances may be foiind as to 
the manner of making applications. 
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preference, but in all cases the rights of the Indians 
were to be respected. 

Thcse regulations were gradually disregarded, and 
fifty years after the first grants haá been made, quite 
a nuiuber of persons had appropriated extensive tracts 
belonging to the crown. To put a stop to such abuses 
a law of Xovember 20, 1578,^ ordered all holders of 
land to exhibit their titles, and all taken in excess 
to revcrt to the king. In later years, however, the 
temporary owners were permitted to obtain posses-
sion by paying a small amount into the royal treasury, 
and the restitution of land became obligatory only 
when it had been the property of Indians.^ Land 
occupied or improved by theni could not be sold to 
another person; nor vvere cattle allowed to stray there; 
and one square league of common vvas assigned to 
cach village so that there might be sufficient space 
for the grazing of stock. 

I n addition to the laws defining the rights of the 
native population, there existed minute regulations 
for the oroanization of all nevv settlements. Besides 
the tracts appropriated to the first settlers, others 
were given as ijropios, or property of the community, 
while still others were assigned as ejidos, or cominon 
lands for the benefit of the inhabitants." In 1536 
orders were issued providing for irrigation, and soon 
afterward encomenderos were directed to plant trees, 
so as to prevent scarcity of fuel. Bu t unfortunately 
this latter measure was rendered inoperative by an 
order issued in 1541 tha t the forests should be free 
to all for common use; and still later the native pop-
ulation was allowed to cut wood, almost without 
restriction. This gave rise to such a wholesale de-
struction of the forests tha t toward the close of the 

*It was repeated m 1589 and 1591. Id., 42. 
^ln 1681 even the compensation in raoney was dispensed with, and hold-

ers allowed undisturbed possession, Id., 43. 
' T h e ejidos were to be situated at sufficient distance so as not to impede 

the growth of the settlement, Recop. de Ind., u, 22, For other laws regu-
lating new settlements, see fíist. Cent. Am., i. 496 et seq., this series. 
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eighteenth century Viceroy BeviIIa Gigedo considered 
it necessary to dictate measures to remedy the evil. 

The most important agricultural product of New 
Spain was maize, which both to the Aztecs and the 
Spaniards was the principal article of food, as some 
time elapsed before the cultivation of European cereals 
became general. A failure of this crop was generally 
equivalent to a famine, as the inhabitants seldom ac-
cumulated sufficient supplies in granaries.'^ In the 
southern provinces the average yielcl was a hundred 
and fifty fold, and, under very favorable conditions, as 
much as eight hundred fold.^ The plant was used for 
a great variety of purposes, and furnished food for 
animals as well as men. From it was manufactured 
the liquor called chicha; the stalks were extensively 
used to make sugar, while the leaves served as wrap-
pers for cigarettes. Al though an important factor in 
the internal trade of New Spain, no early statistics 
have appeared as to the total yield of the country. 
In the beginning of the present century it was esti-
mated at 17,000,000 fanegas. 

Nearly as indispensable to the Mexicans as Indian 
corn was the maguey, or agave Aniericana.^° I t s 
cultivation dated from ver}^ ancient times, and the 
esteem in which the plant was held is not to be won-
dered at when we consider the variety of purposes 
for which it was used, and tha t it could be raised 
with so little labor and on so small an area of fertile 
ground. To the Indian it not only gave food, but 
its leaves covered his hut, and cloth was woven from 
its fibres; its medicinal qualities were highly valued, 
and its juice was his favorite beverage, being known 

*The Aztecs, however, possessed granaries. See Native Races, ii. 347-
50, where also many details about the cultivation of maize in aborigmal 
times may be found. 

• Humboldt says that at New Valladolid a yield varying from 130 to 150 
fold was considered as a bad crop. Essai PoL, ii, 374, 

'"The Aztec name of the plant, metl, was after the conquest changed to 
that of maguey, which, according to MotoUnia, the Spaniards brought from 
the AntiUes. fíist. Ind., 243, 
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to the Aztecs by the name of (jctJi, but under the 
rule of the Spaniards the name vvas replaced by that 
otpuhpjc,^^ which to this day forms the favorite drink 
of the lovvcr classes. Only some of the many kinds 
of maguey in Xew Spain were used for the manu-
facture of pulque, which was niade from the plant 
when about ten years old. On approaching the time 
of blossoming the heart of the plant was cut out, 
after vvhich the cavity gradually began to fill with 
the juice. This vv\as removed tvvo or three times 
every day as long as sap continued to flow—generally 
for four months^^—and the average yield amounted 
to about one hundred and twenty gallons for every 
jjlant. In an earthen vcssel, or more often in a skin, 
it was then exposed to fermentation, vvhich begins 
after thirty-two to thirty-six hours, though this jjro-
cess is often efifected within several hours by adding 
some wcll fermented pulque. According to the care 
aiid skill used in its manufacture there are different 
(jualities of this liquor, but nearl}^ always it is repulsive 
to the unaccustomed palate,^^ though it possesses, when 
jjure, good wholesome jjrojjerties. Adulteration, how-
cvcr, was practised even before the conquest, and vvas 
continucd under the Spanish rule, although prohibited, 
espccially if its intoxicating qualities were increased 
therdjy.^* 

Occasionally the sale of pulque vvas entirely forbid-
den,^' as aftcr the riot in ]\Iexico in 1692; but later the 
prohibition vvas removed, as before narrated, ovving 
j)crhaj)S iii part to the decrease of rcvenue which it 

" Ptil'jue, or jiujcit, is a word of Chilian origin, according to Clavigero, 
who adds that it is dilticult to explain liuw it was transmitted to Mexico, 
Slonu JIc.ss., iL 221. 

^-Thc flow of sap sometimes lasts only a few weeks; occasionally, how-
evcr, a.s lung as six months. I'ui/no, Jiri,t<iria sobrr el Jlagtuij, 56. 

" Especiully on account of its smell, whicli, as some presume, may be 
caused hy the skin ve-scls us, d in fcnnentation aud transport. 

'^By cédula of Angii-t 24, 1.5'29, Pi ./a, Cidulurio, 70, and repeated subse-
,piently in other luws. Ii<coj>. de Ii f, iL 197 et scq, 

'^The viceroy on that occasion asked the opinion of the professors of the 
university whether its use siiould be abolished, Thc faculty recommended 
sueh a measure. Inj'ijrii que lu liral Univcrsidud husi, 1-17, Mexico, 1692, 
a curious document fuU of Latin quotations and written in a confused style. 

enti 
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entailed. I n accordance with the usual policy. the 
sale of an article of such extensive consumption had 
been monopolized, the government granting to one in-
dividual the exclusive right to sell pulque to the thir ty-
six establishments allowed in the city of ]\Iexico for 
tha t purpose. Tlie amount jjaid for it almost doubled 
between 1669 and 1763,^^ but tliis by no means indi-
cates the real extent of the consumption, for duriiig 
the eiohteenth centurv the fraudulent manufircture 
of pulque and other beverages, chiefly adulterated with 
unwholesome roots, assumed great dimensions. A 
number of ctklulas and orders were issued both in 
Spain and Mexico to sujjpress the abuses,^ but with 
so little rcsult that , in 1763, the contract was not 
rencvvcd, tlie government taking charge of its sale, 
and ten years later, the net profits derived therefrom 
exceedecî 930,000 pesos annually.^' 

Of Aztec origin, like the pulque, is the sugar made 
of the sap of the maguey by condensation:^' but its 
inanufacture decreased after tbe introduction of the 
su'4'ar-cane. I n the second half of the cighteenth 
century the juice was also more freely emjjloyed in the 
distiUation of a brandy callcd rne.^caI.'-° This branch, 
hovvever, was little developed, owing to the efíorts of 
the Spanish government to protect the indu.'^try of tbe 
mother country. Medicinal propertics havc also been 
attributed to tlic plant.'^ but it does not appear to 
have come into gcueral use for this purpose, In their 

"*In 1669 it was S'66,000 r.gainst S12S.500 in 17i',3. Fon.<rra aud Urrtdia, 
fíist. Real. Ilac. iiL 344,422." Mancera, in In.Jrurc F Í / . ;/• s '208, iudicates 
that the amount in h'Tl and 1G72 was ,S'J2,S,".0 annually, 

i^ln 1755 a special justice was appointed for that purpose, (Jnin.rs de la 
Corr'uia, MS., i. 50-9, and in I7(.i0 it was e\-eu under consideration to place 
the matter iu charge of the acordada, Rcul, s Ccd.ilas, :MS., L 76-7. See 
also (Jf.lrnes de la Corona, MS., L 64-5. 67-8; L'rrila Gig''.lo, RcaJ CtJidn of 

"'^ 1-39. l / O . i , l - o - , - . 
'^^T;,bles with details are given in Eonscca and Urri'fia. fíi<i. Real fíac , 

iu, 4-23-4: t icy difler esseutially from those given by Payno. Jleiroria sofire 
el Jia'j"cy, 94-7. 

!• - Saêun de este Ucor unos panes pequenos deazúcar, ' though not as white 
nor sweet us that of sugar-cane. Jlotolinia, fíist. Ind., 244. 

^'^ln 1792 the duties derived from mezcal amounted to over §-24,000. 
Queipo, 109-10. 

" S e e fíuniboldt, E.ssai PoL, ii. 422; Payno, Memoriasobred JLaguey, 40-7. 
HisT. M E X . , VOI,. n i . 39 



610 AGRICULTURE AND MANUFACTURES, 

natural state the leaves served for roofing, while the 
fibres were manufactured into cloth, cords, shngs, san-
dals, and paper. 

Other products, unknown to the Spaniards on their 
arrival, were the cacao and the vanilla, the first of 
of them being made into a favorite beverage^^ of the 
Aztecs under the name of chocolatl, the modern choco-
late, I t was chiefly grown in "Ijbe regions south and 
south-east of Mcxico, but its cultivation decreased 
gradually, and the want was mainly supplied, as at 
present, by importation from other countries. The 
vanilla, however, vvas for a number of years almost 
exclusively obtained from New Spain, where its cul-
tivation was confined to the intendencias of Vera 
Cruz and Oajaca.^^ 

I twas onlynatural tha t the Spaniards afterestablish-
ing their dominion in New Spain should make efforts to 
raise also those plants to which they had been accus- ajliĵ ^ 
tomed in the old world and in the ÁntiIIes. Among 
such new introductions was the sugar-cane, of vvhicli 
Cortés himself established two plantations at Izcal-
jjan."̂ * Others arose simultaneously or in quick suc-
cession, and in 1553 sugar formed an article of expor-
tation to Spain and Peru. The cultivation centred 
in the intendencias of Guanajuato, Guadalajara, Va-
Iladolid, Puebla, Mexico, and Vera Cruz, but on the 
coast this industry was of little importance. Encour-
aged by the crown on different occasions,"^^ and espe-
cially by a reduction of the tithes to four per cent, a 
more effectual impulse was given toward the close of 
the eightecnth century by the failure of the crops in 
other countries, and the uprising of the negroes at 
Santo Domingo. Nevertheless the production in-
creased less than might have been expected, and after 

'"Sec Xatice Races, u. 359-60, this series. 
^ F o r detaUs about the production of cacao and vaniUa, see Humboldt, 

Essai PoL, u, 435-43; Alzcde, D'iarh, 2(>-9. 
^*JlcmoriaI in Puc/ieco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, xiL 279. See also, 

Tcrnaux-Co'mpans, Voy., série L tom. x, .320, 333; Cortés, Escritos SudU)s, 37S. 
-'̂  Amcng others by a law of February 27, 1796, aUowing the free establish-

.ment of sugar refineries, Disposiciones Varias, i. 100. 
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supplying the home consumption there remained in 
1803 only 125,000 quintals for export. The rcstric-
tion on the sale of liquors madc from maguey vvas 
applied also to those manufactured fr(jm sugar, the 
most common of which was generally knovni as cgttdr-
dicntc. The prohibitions could not, howcvci', l)(.' cff.'ct-
ually carried out, and when invcstigation had rcvcalcd 
the comparatively limited consumption of tlie article 
introduced from Sjjaiii, its free manufacture vvas 
allowed in 1796 under ccrtaiii regulations.''*' 

Of European cereals only vvheat was raised to any 
extent,^'' and although in different parts of the cordi-
Ilera the climate vvas extremely propitious, the want of 
moisture, which could be supplied only by irrigation, 
would frequently check its cultivation. This dcfcct 
was at an early time recognized by the crovvn, and in 
1612 an order was issued tha t no cattle .should be 
allowed on irrioated land suitable for raisino wheat,-^ 
Notwithstanding this drawback the yield cxceeded 
the average returns obtained in Europe, being in soine 
instances as high as seventy or eighty fold.^'' 

One of the different kinds, cultivated chiefly in the 
neighborhood of Puebla and called ti-igo hhu juil o,^^ 
was remarkable for its abundant yield. For soine un-
known reason the medical board declared it to be iii-
jurious to the health, and a decree of the viceroy and 
audiencia, of May 4, 1677, ordered the consumption of 
the stock on hand vvithin a limited time, and forbade 
its cultivation under severe penalties.^^ During sev-
eral years the order was in force, but when a famine 

' "The 'viceroy's edict was of December 9, 1796, Disposicîones Varias, i. 
102, iu. 84-96; Cedulario, MS., iU. 169-76. Cédulas bearing on the prohibi-
tion had been issued August 6, 1747, Ju ly 15, 1749, and March 24, 1753. 
Ordenes dc la Corona, MS,, L 45-50; Reaics Cédulas, MS,, ii. 22.V4. 

2' For an account of its introductiou, see HisL Jlex., u. 132-3, this series. 
*^In 1624 the law was repealed, liccop. de Ind., ii. 42. Other laws also 

fostering the cultivation of wheat are given in Cedularw, MS., iii, 63; Inten-
dentes, Real Ordenanzc^ 73-4, 

^ T h e average jdeld in New Spain was 25 to 30 fold. Humboldt, Essai PoL, 
iL 385-6, 

'" Literally meaning white wheat. 
8' Montemayor, Autos, 60-1; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Carta, MS., 38. 
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threatened Mexico, Viceroy Galve revoked it in 1692, 
and after tha t time it was again cultivated. I t is iin-
possible to form reliable estimates of the total amount 
of vvheat or flour produced and consumed, both on ac-
count of the lack of statistics and the mixed charac-
tcr of the jjopulation, a great part of which lived ex-
clusively upon maize. 

During the first half of the sixteenth century one 
of the chicf aiticles of food was the plantain, though 
there is no evidence in support of Humboldt's con-
jecture that certain species of the Musa Paradisaica 
are indigenous to America.^^ After its introduction 
from the East Indies, its rapid growth and the variety 
of purposes for vvhich it could be used brought it into 
general favor throughout New Spain. To this day it 
forms a staple article of food throughout tropical 
Amei'ica, vvhile its juice, when fermented, affords a 
j)alatable drink. The dried and powdered fruit re-
sembles the arrovv root; the leaves of young plants 
wcro used for medicinal purposes, whi e the fibres 
were niadc into textile fabrics, those of the outer stem 
in ccrtain varieties being strong enough for the man-
ufacturc of cordage, while from the inner fibres a gar-
ment can be inade lioht enouo'h to be contained in the 
hollow of the hand. 

In addition to these products early experiments 
were made in the cultivation of silk, olives, and the 
grape, all of vvhich vvere encouraged by Cortés, who 
had himself jjlantations of i'nulberry-trees at Yauhte-
pec, Tetecla, and other places.'^^ A t first sericulture 
iiiade fair pr(jgrcss,'"' but subsequently the competition 
arising from the ]ManiIa tradc, and the partiality in 
favor of the product of Spanish looms, caused the 
plantations and factories, which were chiefly in Puebla 

^'^EisuiPoL, iL 359-62. 
'^ Some authors, foUowing Herrera, attribute the introduction of the silk-

woriii to the oidor DelgadiUo, but it was more probably due to Cortés, See 
Aluman, Di<ert., L '263-4, Ist app, 28; ii, 67-8. 

^* A law of 1548 allowed aU the inhabitauts in the district of Puebla tø 
apply themselves to this industry without any restriction. Recop. dc It L, iL 
108. 
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and Oajaca,^^ to be neglected. Iii 1790, under the 
rule of the second Bevilla Gigedo, great interest was 
taken in this branch of industry, and printed instruc-
tions were sent to persons engaged in silk culture, 
but the result was insignificant and of little practical 
value, as were the later efforts made by Hidalgo in 
the beginning of this centur}'. 

The cultivation of olives and the vine labored un-
der severe restrictions. Admirably adajjted as botli 
soil and climate were for both purposes, the few plan-
tations of (jlives were nierely allowed to exist bccausc 
they belonged to pious cjr charitable establishmcnts,^^ 
while as to the vine, the viceroys were repeatedly in-
structed not to permit the planting of new cuttings, nor 
even the replacing of vines in decay.^^ Wine could 
only be made on condition of paying taxes to the crown, 
and it was not till 1796 tha t a more liberal policy in 
this respect was adopted. 

The cultivation and manufacture of tobacco, the 
yetl of the Aztecs,*^ the use of which soon becanic 
common among the Spaniards, was not scriously 
restricted for nearly two centuries and a half after tbc 
conquest, though as early as 1642 a suggestion had 
been madc to include this article in the list of mo-
nopolies.^" I n 1764, however, the crovvn appropriated 
the right to the manufacture and sale of tbe different 
preparations of tobacco. A t the same time, to prevent 
contrabands and fraiids, its cultivation vvas confined 
to the districts of Orizaba, Cordoba, Huatusco, and 
Zongolica, being forbidden in all other places*' under 

'^ From Mizteca in Oajaca there came also an inferior class of silk, which 
was already known to tlie Aztecs before the Spaniards introduced the genuine 
silk-worm, 

'^Most of them were the property of convents or churches; the best of all 
belonged to the archbishop of Mexico and was at Tacubaya, Alaman, JleJ., 
iii. 31, and yieldcd yearly 200 arrobas of oil. Ilumboldt, Essai PoL, ii, 416, 

*' This was forbidden as early as 1595, Recop. de Ind., ii. 60-1, 
'^ For mention of the use of tobacco among the Aztecs see Xative Races, 

ii. 287-8, this series, 
^*By Palafox in his instructions to Viceroy Salvatierra. Morfi, Col. Doc, 

MS,, 19, 
*" In the northem states the monopoly created apparently no particulai 

discontent, See Doc Ifist. JIcx., ser, iv, tom i, 195-200. 
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severe penalties, and special officers were selected 
to enforce tliese regulations. The product was pur-
chased by the government at a stipulated price,*^ as 
a rule low enough to make its growth almost un-
profitable, and then resold, either raw or manufac-
tured, chiefly as cigars and cigarettes. This soon 
bccame a considerable source of revenue to the gov-
crnment, giving in 1801 and 1802 net profits of about 
84,000,000*^ for each year. A n at tempt made by the 
crown to establish plantations failed, and the old sys-
tem of purchasing was continued. Begular importa-
tions were also made from Cuba and Louisiana, to 
supjol}^ certain kinds which could not be raised in 
New Spain.*^ 

Tobacco and cigar factories were established in 
many cities and towns, but the most prominent were 
those at Mexico and Querétaro, each of which em-
jjloyed about 7,000 persons of both sexes, whose pay 
aggregated more than $700,000 a year.** The annual 
product of all the establishments represented about 
í?7,500,000, of which nearly one half fell to the share 
of the crown.*^ 

Among the chief sources of wealth to the Span-
iards during the eighteenth century, and the one least 
restricted by the government, vvas the raising of live-
stock. New Spain with its sparse fauna and rich 

*i The average price at which leaf tobacco was purchased by tlie govern-
ment was three reales a pound, and it was resold for ten, at a profit of 233 
per cent, Hcv'dJa Giged<>, Instruc, 282. lluiuboldt, Es-Jti PoL, ii, 445,_ Ls 
evidently mistaken when he gives tlie pricc at t\\ o uud a lialf reales per kilo-
gram, 

« I u hSOI theyamounted to 83,993,834, in 1802 to S4,092,6'29. The total 
since the establishment of the monopoly tiU 1809 cxceeded 8123,000,000. 
JIcxi'-o, Ai disis, 44. For purtial statistics of the period mentioned, see 
Foiisc'Ci and Urrntíu, IIi.<t. liiu.l Ilac, ii. 437. 

^^The produce uf thc districts of Vera Cruz and Orizaba amounted annu-
ally to abuut 20,000 (juintals. Ilumboldt, Es.^ni Pof, ii. 445. 

"F ro ra ,$777,651 paid in 1783, it declinedto §684,109 in 1792, hut again 
rose in 1794 to §773,442. Gazeta Mex., L 12; iL 276-7; ui. 10-11, 223; iv. 
11-12,248; V, 265; viL 33, 

*'^ Details conceming this monopoly may be found iu lievilia Gigedo, In-
struc.,-2S\-99; Gaivez, Instruc, 18-54; Fonsecaa.nd U,i-uiía, /list. Real I/ac, 
u, 353-486. 
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pasture lands afforded a splcndid field for this branch 
of industr}' ; and soon after the conquest, Cortés made 
importations froin the Antilles, of such domestic ani-
mals as did not exist in Mexico. They incrcased 
rapidly, and bef Jre long vast herds of cattle and 
horses, almost in a vvild state, formed, as thc}' do at the 
present day, an important feature in the wealth of the 
country. Fostered b̂ ^ special lcgislation*^ and placed 
under the jurisdiction of the alcaldcs dc Ja nic^ta, first 
appointed by Viceroy Mendoza.*' tlie raising of stock, 
and especially of cattle, soon became a favorite occu-
pation. I n earlier times cattle were of littlc value 
excejjt for their hides, vvhich formed an important ar-
ticle of exj)ort, Latcr , however, they wei'c turned 
to Ijctter advantage, the hides being manufactured 
into leathcr, vvhile the tallovv vvas used for making 
soaj). These industries flourished chiefl}^ in Guana-
juato, Guadalajara, Puebla,*^ and ]\Iexico, and being 
undisturbed by the government, competed successfuUy 
vvith those of Spain. 

N o comment is needed as to the vvell knovvn qual-

**In addition to laws already mentioned, one of 1533 orderedall pasture-
ground to be free for common use both to Spaniards and Indians, Recop. de 
Ind., ii, 58. This gave rise tocUsputes; but the audiencia ordered tlie spirit 
of the law to be carried out, Provid. Reales, MS., 143-4. When cattle be-
came so abundant tliat they were killed only for their hides, little care was 
takeu to cxempt the cows, until a law forbade the slaughteriug of all female 
stock without permission of tlie viceroy, thus insuring further increase, Jlan-
cera, Instruc, in Doc Incd., xxi, 464-5. TIiis law was enacted iu 1619 and 
repeated later. liccop. de /nd., ii. 138, P,-ofid. Diocc.<anas, MS., i, The 
prices of horses, mules, and other doinestie animals about the year 1550 are 
given by Mendozain 'J'trnaux-Compans, ser, i, tom. x, 351, 

*'The mesta, established after that of Spain, was a league of stock-raisers 
for the promotion of their interests and held ordinaryjurisdictionforthe pun-
ishment of petty offences, as thefts of cattle, encroachments, and damage to 
property and the like, Every year the city council appointed two as alcaldes 
de la mesta from among the owners of cattle, These together with five 
other merabers of the league raet in session twice a year, on January I6th and 
August 31st. On these occasions all disputes about the right of property and 
other questions 'were decided. Regulations might then also be issiied for tiie 
guidance of stock-raisers, but required the viceroy's or goveriior's approval to 
become valid. O'wners of three hundred head of small stock and 20 mares ui-
cows were ipso facto hermanos de la mesfn, tha t i s members of the league. Rc-
cop. de Ind., u. 135-8, 

^^Puebla produced in the beginning of this century every year about 
200,000 arrobas of soap; Guadalajara $268,400 worth, and prepared hides to 
the value of $418,900, Humboldt, Essai PoL, u, 449, 666-9, 
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ities of the different breeds of horses in use through-
out New Spain. More than three centuries ago those 
of Arabian stock were usually possessed by the wealthy, 'Ĵ '"" 
while the more common breeds differed but httle from ""̂ ' 
those in existence to this day. Mules were largely 0 
raised in many districts, and were of course preferred 
for the transportation of goods and for work in the 
niining regions. A t one time it was intended to in-
troduce camels as beasts of burden, but beyond an 
experiment vvhich is said to have been successful 
nothing vvas done in the matter.*^ 

During the eighteenth century sheep-raising was 
of some importance in the northern and central prov-
inces,^*' owing in part to the increased manufacture of 
woollen goods, Originally, when introduced by Vice-
roy jMendoza, this branch was exclusively in the 
hands of the Spaniards, though the labor, of course, 
was jjerformed by Indians and inestizos, into whose 
hands the industry passed in after years.^^ The con-
duct of the crown in this case differed somewhat froni 
its usual policy. No open prohibitions were issued, 
but under the pretext of protecting tlie Indians a 
liuinber of laws were made, amounting virtually to 
restrictions.^^ Nevertheless this industry made good 
progress, having met with inore favor on the part of 
the crown during the eighteenth century,^^ and a con-

••'Romero, Xof. Jl' h., 245, says the at tempt was macle in the beginning 
of this century, but that the auimals were kiUed during the war of inde-
pendence. A glowing report of the immense benefifc their introducticn would 
cause is giveii in Ahcdc, Gaceta, ii, 241-7. 

^"Arlegui statcs that in 1736 there weie over 1,000,000 sheep raised, aud 
more than 1,500,000 ])ustiiiing in Nuevo Leon. Chrán. Zuc, 82, 138. Hum-
boldt, however, says tliat the breeding of sheep was very miich neglected in 
New Siiuin. Essai PoL, ii. 450. 

•' 'ln 1500 Viceroy Luis Vclasco the younger took active interest in fur-
thering the maniifacture of woollen goocls, and estabUshed a factory at Tez-
cuco. 

-̂ Licenses for factories could only be granted by the king through the 
laedi ition of viceroy and audiencia, Indians were to be dissuaded from 
working in the factories, although without their labor tliey would have to 
be elused; all hiws ou tlie good treatment of the Indians should be most 
ligidly enforced in manufacturing establishments. Rccop. de Iitd., u. 106 et 
sc(j.; Jicilts Ctditlus, MS., ii. 81, 84. To favor the iudustries of Spain raw 
wool from Mexico was exempted from dutics. Intend'-ides, Reul Ord., 73. 

'•'^ l'iie second ReviUa (iigedo took great interest in these matters, and at-
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siderable number of persons were engaged in it. The 
principal factories were in Querétaro, Puebla, and Va-
Iladolid, and in the beginning of this century the an-
nual consumption of raw wool was estimated at about 
16,000 quintals.^* The result was somewhat remark-
able considering tha t the native artisan generally used 
only the most primitive machinery.^® H e could, how-
ever, produce articles which, though inferior to Euro-
pean fabrics, would nearly always successfully compete 
with them. 

Of an earlier date was the manufacture of cotton, 
a process long knovvn to the Aztecs, who had formecl 
plantations, chiefly in the regions bordering on the 
South Sea. Imperfect as was their machinery, they 
produced a variety of fabrics, the greater part of 
whicli were used for the dresses of the wealthier 
classes.^^ After the conquest the production of cot-
ton goods decreased in consequence of the competition 
with European commodities, although the latter could 
never entirely supplant those of the natives. There 
were fevv large factories in later years, but looms vvero 
distributed over Cholula, Puebla, Tlascala, Querétaio, 
and Guadalajara. The total produced was consid-
erable; in the intendencia of Puebla the product 
amounted to $1,500,000 a year.'" In 1792, BeviIIa 
Gigedo supplied a long-felt vvant by founding the 
weaving-school of Tixtla. Whenever Spain was a t 
war with a European power, and the importation of 
fabrics interrupted, the native industry flourished, but 

tempted to forra a collection of specimens of all articles manufactured in the 
different intendencias. 

*' Querétaro alone produced woollen fabrics worth about $600,000 every 
year, ancl employed in 1793 more than 1,700 persons. In 1803 there were 
320 establishments of different sizes, fíumholdt, E<.sai Pol., ii, 667, 

*' ' Estos naturales no necesitan de todos las oficinas y utensilios, que re-
gularmente se emplean en Espa a , , ,Siendo tanto mas admirable el que con 
tan malas disposiciones salgan algunas obras dignas de atencion.' lievilla 
Gigedo, Instrnr., 92, 

**For details as to the manufacture of cotton among the Aztecs, see Xa-
tive Races, iL, passim, this series, 

"Humbold t , Essai Pol., ii. 666, gives several details about the consump-
tion of cotton in the different factories. Other statistics relating to the same 
Bubject are given in Gancelada, Ruina, 16-22. 
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only again to relapse into its former state, as soon as 
peace was concluded. The export of raw cotton, 
though favored by exemption from duties and cus-
toms, never acquired any commercial importance,^ 
and vvas inconsiderable compared with that of the 
United States. 

Though at an early date the raising of flax and 
hemp was encouraged,^^ little progress was made for 
more than two centuries. In 1777 and later, numcr-
ous orders were issued to the viceroys, urging their 
cultivation and manufacture,^'' and in the same year 
tvvelve experts were sent from Spain to give practical 
instruction. Privileges wcre also granted to persons 
willing to engage in this industry;*^^ but all efforts 
vvere fruitless, despite the large amounts of money 
spent in exjjeriments, and finally the effort was 
abandoned.*'' 

I n addition to the products already mentioned, 
others were raised in New Spain of less importance, 
though still of value for domestic or commercial pur-
poscs. To the former class belong the manioc, yam, 
potato, the different kinds of pepper, or chile, a neces-
sary ingredient in the national dish, tortillas de maiz, 
and manifold varieties of fruit. Of the latter, men-
tion will be made later. 

After the Spanish dominion was established, and 
strange plants and animals introduced, aboriginal occu-
pations were placed more and more in the back-
ground. This vvas apparently tlie case vvith the 
fisheries, a well developed industry among the Az-
tecs,^^ but little encouraged since the conquest. 

^^Amounting only to about 6,000 quintals at the beginning of the present 
century. 

5*Since 1545. Recop. de Ind.,ii. 67. 
^''From January 12, 1777, till May 9, 1795, ten decrees were issued, all for 

this purpose. Zamora, Bib. Leg. UlL, iv. 189; Bele a, Recop., i. pt. iii, 
219-20, 

*' Zamora, Inti^ndentes, Real Ord., 71-2. 
^' More than $100,000 hacl been spent by the cro'wn, See also oii this sub-

ject, lieviila G' jedo, Instruc, 98-100; Id., Bandos, no, 39; Cancelada, Ruii i, 
33-4. 

^'See Xative liaccs, ii. 352-3, this series. 
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The pearl fisheries, however, were an exception, and 
from an early date attracted the attention of the 
crown and its vassals. A number of laws were issued 
for their regulation,^* and for some time they attracted 
many explorers to the gulf of California; but as this 
belongs to another division of my work, I shall speak 
of it elsewhere.^'^ 

The skill of the natives in certain branches of man-
ufactures created astonishment even among the Spaii-
iards, though they w^ere little inclined to recognize 
any such ability. N o Icss surprise was caused among 
the Aztecs by the first examjjlcs of European skill in 
manufactures, not so much on account of their vvork-
manship, as the facility with which they vvere jjro-
duced. They iinmediately discerned the advantages 
which they could derive froni their European mas-
ters, and seized eagerly the opportunity, vvhenever it 
offered. Instances have already been related, among 
which may be mentioned the manner in which they 
contrived to learn the weaving of a certain kiiid of 
cloth and the making of saddles.^^ Soon after the 
conquest such occupations as those of carpenter, 
bricklayer, shoemaker, and tailor, fell into their hands, 
and they not only imitated the Spanish artisans, 
but exhibited some ingenuity as inventors. Occa-
sionally, however, tlieir enterprising spirit would lead 
them astray. Of this a rather humorous instance has 
been recorded by an early chronicler, who relates 
that an Indian tailor on observing in a procession a 
man dressed in the sambenito, the badge worn by 
those sentenced by the inquisition, supposed it to be 
a new kind of garment to be used in church festivals. 
A few days later he surprised the Spaniards by offer-
ing a number for sale, until the laughter which he 
excited made him aware of his mistake. 

^*Recop. de Ind., u. 96-106. 
®5 In fíist. North. Jlex. Statcs, vol, ii,, this series. 
**See Ilist. Jlex., ii, 172, this series. l̂ 
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Long before the conquest the Indians had been 
cxperts in the manufacture of earthenware and pot-
tery, numerous specimens of which are found through-
out the country. Under Spanish rule the variety of 
design vvas greatly increased and a larger field was 
ojjcned to them. They also learned the fabrication 
of glass, and as this industry gradually developed, sev-
cral factories arose, chiefly at Puebla, where forty-six 
establishments for the making of glass and pottery 
vvere in a flourishing condition in 1793. Subsequently 
a decline took jjlace, and in the beginning of this cen-
tury the number vvas reduced to eighteen. 

The fabrications of iron never made any notable 
jjrogress in New Spain, and the iron implements in 
usecame almost exclusively from the mother country. 
I t was only when communication with the old vvor d 
vvas interrupted or clifficult tha t an impulse was giv^en 
to this branch of industry.^'^ 

There were, however, other branches in which the 
luitivcs excelled the most skilful European artisans, 
and chief aniono them was tbe art of dyeino witli coch-
ineal and indigo. Both were produced mainly in 
Oajaca; but owing to failures of the crop and the op-
l)ressive policy of the government,^^ the indigo trade 
declined considerably, and toward the close of the 
eighteenth century tlie yield was not enough for home 
consumption,''^ and the want was supplied by impor-
tatioiis from Guatemala. 

Cochineal loiig maintained its place as one of the 
leading exports of new Spain, its production being en-
couraged by the crown froni the earliest days.'° I t 

"ReviUaGigedo, Instruc, 92, attributes the smaU progress of the iron in-
dustry to the unwilltngness of the merchants to introduce the Lastruments 
and machinery requirecl for the production of tliat metal. Estalla, xxvii. 
46, speaks of some excellent work in steel, manufactured at Puebla, but this 
is r.ither doubtful, 

«8 A law of 1563 prohibited the employment of Indians in the cultiyation on 
the ground that it was Lnjurious to their health, Recop. de Iml., ii. 307-8, 

'-'•The second ReviUa Gigedo estimated the yearly production in 1794, at 
1.500 arrobas, Instruc, 100. For details as to its cultivation see Almte, 
Di trio Lif., 50-'2. ... 

""Cochineal was exempted from tithes, Ordenes de la Corona, Mb,, ui. 
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was procured entirely by the natives, and efforts were 
made to protect them from the usual extortions of 
the Spaniards, though apparently with little avail, as 
the yield decreased and finally was almost confined to 
the districts of Oajaca.'^ Nevertheless at the be-
ginning of the present century the exports from Vera 
Cruz represented about $2,000,000.'^ A few years 
previously this industry had occupied from twenty-
five to th i r ty thousand persons, but the profits were 
apparently moderate.^^ 

Bu t the skill of the Aztecs in producing feather-
work excited the most reinark. Marvellous stories 
were related by the first Europeans who saw speci-
mens of this art, and the choicest patterns were 
deemed worthy to be offered to the sovereign. The 
novelty soon lost its charm, however, and an industry 
vvhich in aboriginal times had been fostered and de-
veloped with the utmost care, was neglected by the 
rejjresentatives of civilized Europe,'* until it lost all 
its imjjortance for practical purposes, and merely served 
to satisfy occasional curiosity. A vvorse fate befell 
the manufacture of jcvvelry, which had attained the 
highest jjerfection among the Aztecs, whose skill was 
considered as unrivalled by Eurojjcans.''' Though it 
was well known tha t they possessed the knowledge of 
working the metal in certain forms absolutcly unknown 
in Europe, when in 1527 some inining regulations 

185-7; Alaman, JleJ., i. 103, A decree of 1507, later repeated, directed 
the viceroy to stimulate its prodiiction, and if necessary to compel the Indians 
to laborat th is indust ry , Recop. delntl., i l 60, Sec also forotlierinstructions 
bearing on the subject, Id.,ii. 67, 179, 350-1, 573; iu, 40i",, 513, 

'^Formerly cochineal was produced also in Guadalajara, Puebla, and 
Yucutan. 

'^ Authorities differ essentially aboiit the value, ReviIIa Gigedo, Insfruc-
cion, 102, gives in 1793 the annual yield at 23,600 arrohas, representing at 
the price computcd by Hurabohlt, 81,770,000, The latter authority gives 
the figures of $3,368,557 and $2,238,673 for 1S02 and 1803 respectively. 
Es.sai PoL, ii. 457. Alaman, JleJ., i. 103, estimates the annual yield for tliat 
time at ,^1,200,000, and says that formerly its value amounted to $3,000,000, 

' ' Agcording to Re'viUa Gigedo only nine per cent on the capital in-
vested, 

'^See Native Races, ii. 488-90, for a description of this art tn Aztec times; 
also Denis, Arte Plumariu, 1 et sec .̂ 

'*See also XcUive Races, ii. 475-82. 
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were issued in Mcxico, severe penalties'^^ forbade 
all persons interested in or connected with mining 
to employ native jewellers for inaking ornaments 
either of gold or silver. Thus European designs and 
methods prevailed, and although the manufacture of 
jewelry was extensively pursued, the style led in 
another direction, and processes which had only been 
known to the native workmen were irretrievabîy lost. 

AIl jewellers were obliged to have their establish-
ments in a certain street, and were forbidden to work 
any metal unless the payment of the king's fifth had 
becn proved; nor were they allowed to employ coined 
gold or silver. Since early times they had been in-
corporated as a guild, with a patron-saint of their 
ovvn, and subject to certain regulations or statutes." 
Nevertheless there is no doubt tha t contraband trad-
ing was carried on in this branch as in most others, 
and therefore some addition must be made to the offi-
cial returns, vvhich indicate for the beginning of this 
cciitury an average value of $270,000 for the gold and 
silver manufactured every year.'*^ 

The question has often been brought forward 
whether the agricultural and industrial resources of 
New Spain were sufficient to place her on an inde-
jjendent footing, and the answer has frequently been 
based on the condition of the country at the close of 
the eighteenth century. The propriety of selecting 
tha t epoch is at least doubtful, considering the char-
acter and influence of the Spanish dominion during 
the preceding three hundred years. Allusion has 
often been made to the policy of the government to-
ward Nevv Spain in all affairs where the interest of 

'* Loss of all property and perpetual banishment from New Spain. Libro 
de (Jubildo, JNIS,, 198, 

'̂  Compiled by Viceroy Cadereita in 1638, and enlarged in 1701 by the 
Count of Moctesuma, They are given in the Ordmanzas del Nobilissimo Arte 
de ia PlateiJa, Mexico, I7I5, 10 folios, and contain in 35 articles the regula-
tions for the government of tlie guild, together with instructions for certain 
technicalities, In 1733 and 1748 additional mles wcre issued in Spain. 
Reales Cidulas, MS,, ii. 99-104, 

'«The total consuraption from 1798 till 1802 was 1,926 marks of gold and 
134,024 of sUver, 
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the mother country was supposed to be endangered. 
Branches of agriculture ancl industry, which might 
have insured progress, labored for centuries under 
difficulties, and not only were the markets of foreign 
countries closed to them, but the colonies were oblioed 
to receive the products of the old world. I t is t rue 
this policy was chiefly directed against the niining 
and manufacturing industries,'' ' but it affected none the 
less the agricultural interest, vvhich vvas intimately 
connected with it. This explains the little advance 
in the different methods of husbandrv; the sharpened 
stick, the wooden shovel, the copper hoe and sickle of 
the Aztec being comparatively less primitive than 
the rude plow introduced by the Spaniard in early 
times and still in use in the eighteenth century. 

About two hundred and fifty years elapsed before 
a more liberal spirit pervaded the colonial policy. 
One of the first steps was to settle the right to prop•• 
erty in farm laiids in an equitable inanner, by grant-
ing for a small compensation the possession of such 
as had been held for years without legal title. The 
encouragement which these laws afforded,^" was in-
creased by giving the native laborer the much needed 
protection against Spanish oppression.^^ After tha t 
time the total value of agricultural products increased 
considerably, and amounted at the beginning of this 
century to more than $30,000,000 a year in those ar-
ticles alone which were subject to the payment of 
tithes.^^ The injurious policy of several hundred years 

•' One of the ablest and best viceroys, the second RcviUa Gigedo, was not 
entirely free from prejudice in this respect. He says in one place: ' I t must 
not be overlooked that this (New Spain) is a colony which must depend upon 
its mother, Spain, and is obUged to make retums for the benefits which her 

Srotection affords.' And further: ' E I único medio de destruir las fábricas 
el reino, es el que vengan á precios mas comodos de Europa los mismos 

efectos,' Instruc, 90-1, 93, 
^"They were of October 15, 1754, and March 13, 1756, and granted power 

to settle any difficulties to the -viceroy and aucUencia, Ordenes de la Corona, 
MS,, i, 90-5; vi, 1-6; Cedularío, MS,, i, 28-33; Providencias Realrs, VIS,, 
160-6, 189-95. 

" T h e text of the law, dated March 23, 1773, is given in/cZ., 188-9. 
*^The total of tithes in the bishoprics of Mexico, Puebla, ValIadoUd, 

Oajaca, Guadalajara, and Durango during the years 1769 till 1779 was -813,-
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had however wrought evils too serious to be quickly 
remedied, and whilst some industries had been aban-
doned, of others the knowledge had been entirely 
lost.^^ The statutes and ordinances of most of the 
different gudds were antiquated and inappropriate; 
tlie instruction of apprentices was generally very 
poor. Of tlie total yearly product of manufactures, 
valued at about $7,000,000, the greater part consisted 
of articles of prime necessity.^'' I t was only, as we 
have seen, when war in Europe hindered communica-
tion with Spain, that some activity prevailed, but it 
always subsided, and the ground thus gained was soon 
lost. 

The mining interest was, of course, a very promi-
nent one, though its importance has been so greatly 
exaggerated as to cause the assertion that New 
Spain was of little value except as a mining territory. 
What the country under another form of govern-
inent did accomplish, is a subject which I shall treat 
later.^^ 

357,157 against $18,353,821 for the follo-wing decade. Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 
101-2. 

^ ' Habiendo entonces varios oficios... de los cuales aim apenas queda otra 
noticia,' /( / . , 84. 

^'Such as soap, leather, ordinary textures of cotton, of wool, and others, 
The industrial products of Querétaro in 1793 have been estimated at 81,000,-
000. Soc Jirx. Ceog., Boletin, iii, 199, Zamacois, Hist. JLJ., v. 715, givesa 
glowing description of tlie iudustrial achievemeuts of Ncw .Spain in 1799; 
according to him they were not to be surpassed by Etiropeau products. 

^' ]My ()bser\atioiis made in a prccedmg part about the scareity of authori-
ties on the raiuing history of New Sp,iiu find stiU raore applicatiou to this 
chupter. This waut of iiiforination lias ohliged me to gatlier iiiy mut, liul in 
the form of numerous i',ems. scattered through a vust raiigeof huuks; in addi-
tiiiu, however, I liuve been aided hy a variety of treatis'.'S, dwelling only on 
speci il subjects. Ainrjng wiiters of tlie latter class, a prominent place be 
longs tu the scicntist Alzate, who lias endeavored to diliiise useful knowl 
edge through cssays iu tlie difl'crcnt series of his Curctis dc L'iteratura 
Mexicu, 178S-;)5. A separate edition lius appeared of his memoir on the cul 
tivutiuu of the cochineal, the Jirmoriu . .dil Insecto (Jrana tí CochiniHa 
^I;,drid, 1795, pp. 220, of which I have before me a manuscript copy in 280 
folios, with the writcr's autograph. Of similar color, only embracing one 
snhjcct, is Payno's Jlcmoria sohre cl Jlngitry Jíexicano, 'Slexico, 1864, pp, 
l.';2. and auother work of the same title, Mexico, 1865, pp. 32, by Pedro and 
Ignacio Blasquez. Both, as their title iinplies, dwell exclusively on the ma-
guey plant and its use, and the first contaius much curious information, part 
of which, however, is of little or mcrely of local interest. Different in forra 
and arrangement is a treatise on sericulture, written by order of Viceroy Re-
vUIa Gigedo, under the title of Compendw. .delas Moreras y Jloi-ales, Mexico, 
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179.3, pp, 34, íaking as a base his instmctions on the subject, ^lore general 
information is furnished in his Iit.struccioit, valuable espeeially because it 
throws some light on the spirit of the age and of the governmeut, wliicli then 
had recently adopted a more liberal policy, Fonseca and Urrutía in tlieir 
Ilistoria de la Real fíac'ienda chiefly view mattcrs from a financial staud-
point, and, though containing some details about mague}-, tobacco, and other 
products, refer essentially to their relation to the royal revenue, Alaman, in 
his Ilistoria de Jirjico, has, strange to suy, paid littíe atteution to the period 
under consideration: still he furnishes some items uf inteiest not found else-
where. Of foreign writers Humboldt claims an important place, but his iu-
formation is merely coniincd to a few historical cluta cl specific cliaracter and 
a scientific description of the different plants which he found in the couiitry 
when there, The remainder of tlie space allotted to the subject in his Es<,n 
Politique is pi'incipallj- absorbed by stíitistics of inudciu dute, but the wliole 
does not give the complete view which, one wotild presiinic, he iuiglit have 
been able to form, He has been foUowed by W^ard, Jicxiro in ISJi, Miihl-
enpfordt, Rcpii'-iik JLJico, and ^laj'er, Jltxico, who in the respective parts of 
their writings have drawn largely from liim, adding siicli information as it was 
in their power to obtain, Tlie latter refer chiefly to a receiit period, for which 
reason I shall consider them in another part of this work. 

Authorities cited in preceding chapter: Ordcirs de la Corona, ^IS., i. 27, 
45-50, 90-103; iu. 166, 185-7; vL 1-6; Rralc< Ci^'hdas, MS., U. 81, 99-104, 
194-7; Providencias Realc<, MS., 91-5, 143-1, 154-5, 160-6, 185-95, 225-6; 
Azanza, Yn.<fruc., MS., 69-70. 1 4 3 ^ , 180-1; ReviIIa Gigedo, Instrur.. MS., 
i, 278-3-28; /</., Re<idencia, MS., 406-19; /( / , , Ba,idos, 39, 83; CcJuIario, 
î^IS.ji, 28-33; iii, 63, 169-76; Sijtintzn y Gtíi jora, Curta al Almiruittr, MS., 
.38; Grambila, Tumititos, MS., 1-2-13; Bui-goa, Gcoj. Dcscrip. OuJ.. i. 5: ii, 
208-9, -22,8-9; J'c-ijucinadu. i. 3;16; Villu-Scitor, 'j'hcatro, i. -2-2-3: Reales 
Ordenes, i. 451-5; Cancclada, Ruina de la X. E<p., 16-20, 33-4, 82-3; Pa-
checoamd Cárdenas, Col. Doc. vi, 506; Carriedo, L'siudios l/i<f.. ii, 96, pussiin; 
Puga, Cedulario, 141-2; Recop. de Indias, i. 4; ii, 40 etseq, ; Col. Doc. Inc/., 
xxi, 464—5; CogoIIvdo, IIi-'. Yiic, 473; Jloiitemui/^r, Svmarios. 60-1; Dis/io-
siciones Varias, i. 100, 102, I-2S; iu. 84-96; HumbohU. Essui Pof, pussim; 
/( / , , Xew Sjiitin, u, 365^83 ; ui, 1-103, 455-93; iv, 278-91; /(/, , TcdJusEsfad., 
MS., 40-5; /(/ , , i'trsuch, 1-ISO; Foiisccu and Urrutíu, Jii al Ilac, iL 353-
486; ui. 338-428: Gaceta Jlex., i. 12 et scq.; u. 21 pussim: iU. 10-11, '223; 
iv. 11-12, 248; v. 265; viL 33; viU, 45, 263; ix, 188; xii. 112, 445-8; xvi. 
97'2-8; Alzate Gacetas, i. .30-1, 194-6; iL 55 et seq.; iii., passini; iv. 104-11, 
140-76, 299, 390; Dia,-io Mcx., i. 37, 341, 378; u. 79: iii. 139; v. 244, 279-80, 
538; vn, 462; Lx, '220; xU, 140, 152: Cor,-to JLerc Es/,., iu. 34, 90-I:.8; iv. 
603-14; Bclcita, Recop., i. 219-20; ii. 1-5: Pu_'/.io. licntas Cn 'fa'cs, vii,, 
passim; Alzate y Rami,-ez, Memoria, MS., 1-280: Sor. JIcx. Geog., Bo'nin, 
u. 8, 16-23: iu. 198-206, 285, 308--24: vi, 147-57, '273; ix, ISI; /(/ . , 2da ep. 
ii. 18-2-4; iu, 25: iv, 4I0--20, 525-9: /(/, , 3ra ep, i, 253-1; Estalla, xxvi. 345-7: 
xxvu. 9-10, 46-7, 73-7, 199-206, 251-3: Yucata.i, E.sf'.td., 284-308: Busta-
maiUe, Cuadro fíist., iv. 67-76; Id., Ga'iinete JI'X., ii, 90-5; /(/ . , ÍV,: de la 
Patr'ta, v. 127-63; Jlorfi, Doc Jlex., iv. 479; Fuhiun. (^ol. de Provi'lnir'ia, 
166-77; Breve Xoficias Jlagu^yes, ^NIS., 1-16; Mtx., Rrl. Estad., 1-2; XoH-
cioso Gen..lS17, 2; Sammlung, aUcr Rei<thcsch, xuL 630-59, 694-5; Ga/van, 
0,^d. Tierras, 23-8; Alaman. fíist. MeJ., i. 102-8, 115-16, 353-9; iu. 30-1; 
V, 99; Caro, 'Trcs Sijlos, iu, 14, 57-9; He>-nandtz, E<fitd. JLJ.. 163-4; La 
Cmz, u. 2-2-2-3; Arril'aga, Informe, I I , 47-8; Jlaycns Jlex. Azt., i. 255: ii. 
96; CampiUo, Xttevo Si'stanu, 114^-39, 14-2-55; Qttcijio, Col. de Doc. 72-08, 
164, 335; Insfituto Geog. Estad., 1--22; ZúiVtgay Ontivrros, Bomba, 1-12; P.ip. 
Var., u, 1-54; Ix, 1-Í2; cL l-'22: clxiv,, passim; Chtvalin; Expedifion. 14; 
Xouv. Annaîes des Voy., xxiu, 71; Xoticioso Gen., 1817, 3; Rivera, fíist. Ja-
Utpa, i. 143-8, 175-6; Anconu, Hist. Yuc, iL 457; iu, 211-38; Sosu. Ep'tscop. 
Mex., -202; Rivcra, Jlex. in ISJJ, '241-3; Museo Jlex., iiL 153 et seq,; Za-
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mora, Bib. Leg. UIL, iv, 189; Alvarez, Estudios Hist., iii, 301, 435, 442-3; 
Walton's Spanish Am., u, ,305-7, 318-20; Jfacijillerruifs IlumhoIcU, 315, 320; 
Jlorsi's Am. Geog., 480; Burhe's Europ. Scttlc., i. -223-8; WiiUerbotham's 
fíist. U. S., iv. 111-12; Morden's Geog., 579-82; Zai'ala, Rev. Mcx., 2.3-31; 
Pinkcrton's Jlodern Geog., iii, 234; Taylor's Seiectio>is, 50-3; D'icc. Univ.,i. 
214-17, 396; ix, 448-75; x, 44, 731-2, 994; Jlex., Mem. Ju.<ticia, JS.j.'j, 7-58; 
Alhum Jlex., i. 183; Gonzalrz, Col. N. Lcon, 150-1; Abifpa de Chilpancingo, 
391; Xiles Register, xxii, 246; Jlidicr, Rcisen in Jlex., iii. 206; Rivera, Gober-
vunfcs, i. 246, 250; O'/dhi/'s Amcricu, 240-2; Carranza's Dcscrijit., 37; Flint's 
Geo'j,, ii, 146-7; Torrcnic, licvoi. fíisp., i. 19; Wurd's Jlex., iL 58; Sema-
nar'io Econtímico, l-fi5; Ortiz, Jlex. Inclep. L'tbre, 280-316; WiUie, Noticicta 
Ilac, 4; Sanchez, Pueb. Sagrad. Prof, 112-13. 
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C O M M E R C E . 

1500-1800. 

T H E SELFISH POLICY OF SPAIN—COMMEECIAL AND MORAL EFFECT IN NE'W 

SPAIN—CASA DE CONTRATACION AND CONSULADOS—DEPREDATIONS BY 

HosTiLE NATIONS AND CORSAIES—EARLY TRADE WITH SANTO D O -

MINGO—LNTERCOLONIAL TRADE WITH THE PHILIPPINES—DECADENCE— 

COMMEECE WITH PERU—NlGGARDLY R E G U L A T I O N S — M E X I C A N H I G H -

WAYS—THE R O A D riío:\ "\"ERA C R U Z TO T H E C A P I T A L A N D ACAPULCO—• 

STAGE LINES—INTERNAL N W I G A T I O N — T H E POSTAL SERVICE—ABUSE«— 

T H E C R O W N A S S U M E S T H E M.^NAGiLMEXT—INTERNAL T R A D E — F A I U S 

AND M A R K E T S — R E L A X A T I O N OF R E S T R I C T I O N S — I N S U R A X C E C O M P A N I E S — 

A BUBBLE B A N K A N D G U L L E D SHAREHOLDERS—EXPANSION OF COM-

MERCE UNDER F R E E T R A D E . 

T H E jealous and exclusive system adopted by Spain 
in her colonization of the New World has no parallel 
in the history of mankind. For three centuries the 
political and commercial dependence of the colonies 
upon the mother country was as complete and absolute 
as selfish policy, rigorous laws, and oppressive gov-
ernment could make it. To drain the Indies of their 
wealth and draw it to Spain was the sole aim which 
influenced the Sjjanish monarchs in legislating for 
their colonial possessions, and the jjrohibitive system 
of commerce pursued by them makes glaringly con-
spicuous their indifference to the welfare of the trans-
atlantic settlements. The principles of the commercial 
code promulgated vvere despotic, and in order to 
secure a monopoly of trade, certain manufactures and 
the cultivation of the vine and olive were forbidden. 
Every European article of necessity or luxury called 
for by the colonists of New Spain had to be iinported 

( 627 ) 



6-28 COMMERCE. 

from the Peninsula, and trade with foreigners was 
jjunishable by death. Even thc carrying trade be-
tween old and new Spain was forbidden to the set-
tlers, vvhile intercolonial traffic languished under 
cripjjling i'cstrictions, or was absolutely prohibited. 
Foreign articles were imported in such quantities that 
thc dcniand generally exceedcd the supply, thus se-
('uring to the shippers enormous jjrices, Vessels pro-
cccding to and from Xevv ^Spain were permitted to 
leave or eiiter onlv' the port of Seville,^ and those 
cleaiing for a certain port in the Indies were not 
allowed to touch at any other. In order further to 
sccure thc cariying trade and monopoly of commerce 
the registrv of shijjs vvas made imperative,'^ and only 
those tluis Ii(,-cnsed could convey merchandise to and 
from the colonies. A t first commercial communica-
tion with )Spain was irregular, a fleet being despatched 
occasionally to Vera Cruz under the protection of 
convoys, and distinguished bv the term J ota.^ 

So closcly did the government guard against possi-
ble indejjendence of the colonists in trade that ships' 
companies vvere prohibited from purchasing goods of 
thc country, and factors and traders on the fleets vvcre 
not all'owed to remain lonoer than three years in 
America.^ Xo foreioner could trade with the colomes, 
nor vvas one permitted to enter a port without special 
license.^ In fact both the prices of imports and ex-
ports of Xcw Spain, vvith the exception of the'precious 
mctals, were under the arbitrary control of the mer-
chants of Seville, and later of Cádiz. Wha t further 
incrcascd the drainage of wealth from America was 

^ln 1720 Cádiz, as being more convenient, was made the exclusive port 
for trade with America, 

' ' ln 1675 a \cssel from thc West Indies, freighted with wine, cocao, and 
Spanish guods, but with no register from the Habana, arrived at Vera Cmz. 
The eapt;iin wus arrested for waut of formality. liohles, Diario, ii. 184, 

» During the period fr, ni 15(i5 to 1777 I find that the flectsarrived at Vera 
Cruz at intervals vui ying from one to five years, In thc 18th century, how-
ever, a numbei of vesseís annually cutereci tha tpor t independent of theflota. 
L< rdo de Tcjndu, (Jornir. E<tcr., Doc, nos, 1, 12, 

*Re,iJcs (Jctiuius, MS., i. 100, 171. 
'" Rcop. de In<L, iii. .32(J-S. 

file:///cssel
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the decadence of manufacturing industrics in Spain, 
owing to the immense influx into the Peninsula 
of the precious metals. The riclics poured int(j the 
mother country made labor almost unncccssary; hence 
a general decline in all kinds of industry, and Spain 
had to resort to foreign markets, not only to supjjly 
hoine consumption but also the cíemands of her col-
onies. jMerchandise thus procured could only bo cx-
ported to the American settlements at rates increased 
by additional duties and merchants' profits.^ The 
moral effect of such a system uj)on the community is 
obvious. Contraband trade—and the consequent cor-
ruption of officials—was carried on in thc Spanish 
colonies to a degree unequalled in aiiy agc or countiy, 
and organized troops of bandits in time infested tlie 
internal lincs of traffic^ 

In order to ensure the carrying-out of the restric-
tions imposed upon transatlantic commerce tlie casa 
de contratacion was established at ScviUc, with su-
jn-cine povver in all commcrcial mattcrs, subordinate 
oiily to the council of Indics.^ Commercial courts 
called cousulados wcre also establisbed in the coI(.)nies, 
the duties of vvhich were to dccidc all qucstions and 
disputes relating to mercantile affairs, to sujjcrvise 
aiid adininister in all matters affectino trade, such as 
thc repair of ports and highways, and jjromote and 
jjrotect commerce.^ 

*EugIish goocls shipped through Cádiz to tlio Spanish colonics have been 
estimi-ited a t one hundred per cent higlier in price tlian if they Iiad heen 
shipped direct froman English port. Xorth Arnrr. Rev., ::ix. 178, 

' ' Profunando los tcniplos, y robando los vasos cin lus forraas consagra-
das; habicndo llcgado el caso de no iioderse transit;ir los cainiiios, nicontinuar 
el comercio.' Dinr., Jir.f,, iv. 275, 286-7. This occurred duiing tlic adminis-
tration of Viccroy Valcro from 1716 to 1722. Very active mcasures were 
takeu by hiiu to suppress brigandage, and niirabers of handits wcre executed. 

^ A (lescription of tho coiiqiosition of this board of tiadc, its puwers ancl 
diitics, cun be fouud iu irtst. ('cutrcd Amer., i. 28-2-3, this series, 

' The first trihunnl t/cl ronsuiuilo iu New Spain was cstahlished iii the capi-
tal by order of Philip I I . who coufirraed the actioii of Viceroy Vclusco in the 
inatter by C(?dula of Deecmber !), 1593, In 1795 similar trihiinuls werc estah-
lishcd in Vera Cruz and (i uadalajara, and tlie cxteut of thcir jiirisdictiuns 
defined, Thosc coiirts were cuinposed of a prior, two consuls, au asscs;;ur— 
or couusellor—a syiidic, and iiine voting membcrs, called co,isdiurios. At'ached 
to eacli court were also a sccretary, auditor, and treasurer, The court in tlie 

t l i i 

V 
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B u t apart from the commercial restrictions imposed 
upon thc colonists by the home government, there 
were other causes, internal and external, which oper-
ated disastrously upon trade, and kept it in an almost 
continual state of depression. Forced loans and de-
mands of the king.for money,^'' flooding the market 
with copper coinagt!, tlie interference of the church," 
thc arbitrary action of civil authorities, and contra-
band tradc, cach in greater or less degree had an un-
favorable influence on leoitimate commerce. 

O 

B u t the blows which vvere most destructive to com-
mercial j)rospcrity were tlie losses inflicted by the 
English, Freiicli, and Dutch navies in time of hostil-
ities, and the dejjredations committed by corsairs alike 
cluring war aiid jjcace. In time of war commerce with 
the mother countrv was reduced to the lowest ebb; 
Eurojjcan goods were poured into the Spanish colonies 
1)V neutrals, and the contraband trade was almost 
ojjcnly carried on. I n the general necessity during 
sQch jjcriods the authorities and custom-house officers 
rclaxcd their strictness; the prohibitive system was 
widely ignored, and illicit trade carried on in spite of 
all the measures employed by kings and viceroys to 

city of Mexico occasionally felt the power of the viceroy, In 1653 the mem-
bers were imprisoned and their property confiscated ' hasta que exhibieseu im 
gi'ueso alcance que al consulado hizo el visitador,' Gu'tjo, D'tar'to, iu Doc ll'tsf. 
J/cx., série L, i, 266. In 1663 tlie viceroy called upoii the consulado for 
200,000 pesos in two days' time to be coUected from the merchants, aud in 
spite of tlie prior's claiin that such a proæecliug was iiot witliin the court's 
prerogatives, the viceroy insisted upon the demand being carried out: 'Pro-
sigue el \ i iey eu (jue los eutere.' Id., 507-8. On February 4, 1757, a decree 
was pusscd furhidiliiiLC tlie usurpation of tliis tribunal's powers by the viceroy. 
Prof' lctitJus Rctdcs/'S]^., 46-9. Consult Recop. de nd., iii, 540-62; Realcs 
(Ji:diilus, MS., L 83, 88; V. Critz, Esj,osir., in Pap. \'ar., 15, 17; Cedulurio, 
MS., iii. 170; C'uaduiujuru, licui Ccd. Ercc. Consulado; Lerdo de Tcjada, 
Ajmnt. lltst., no, v. 326-37, 390; Ilumholdt, E<.<ai PoL, ii, 708-9. 

'"Thc king made a forced loan of one eighth of the gold and silver shipped 
on the fleet which arrived at SeviIIe in 16-20, Reales Gédulas, in Pachcco a,nd 
Cárdenas, Col. Doc., xvii, 215-16, In 1662 the crown demanded 200,000 
liesos, and the merchandise erabargoed tiU the owners paid the sum, Guijo, 
Diur'to, 495, Like demands were repeatedly inade. 

^ 'Fel ipelV. in March and April 1660 issued edicts requiring the arch-
bishop and bishops to avoid the use of anathemas on the subject of privileged 
merchandise, pulc[ue, and miscarried letters, as the management of such 
iiiíitters pertained to the viceroy, audiencia, and secular authorities. Monte-
mayor, .Svinarios, 35. 
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arrest it. W i t h the impetus givcn to it by hostilitics 
with foreign nations and the fostering influence of a 
blind policy, smuggling was too firmly grafted to be 
destroyed.^^ A few intervals of animation in commerce 
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centurics, it 
is true, are perceptible, but they were but spasmodic 
revivals of the magnificent trade wdiich Spain had ctir-
ried oii with her colonies in the days vvhen her own 
industries were flourishino. 

Dur ing the jjeriod immediately succeeding the con-
quest, the trade of Nevv Sjjain vvas carried on almost 
exclusively with Santo Domingo; but this commer-
cial intercourse soon ceased, by reason of the arbitrary 
proceedings of Cortés, and the ill-treatment of iner-
chants.^^ A t this time, owing to the scarcity of coin, 
internal trade was reduced to barter, inantas being the 
standard of value; but much inconvenience aroso 
from the different jjrices demanded by the Indians" 
for the commodities they brought to market. To ob-
viate the want of a convenient currency, the council 
of the Indies suggested in 1533 that gold and silver 
be weighed by ounces and traded in that form.^^ 

Nor were the regulations vvhich governed interco-
lonial traffic bertter devised. The selfish spirit vvhich 
induced their promulgation led to evils similar to those 
in rcoard to commerce witli foreion countries. Laws 

O O 

were incessantly violated, and the amount of sinug-

^•^Humboldt considered that in time of peace this fraudiilent traffic ab-
sorbed probably from 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 pesos annually; and in time of 
war from 6,000,000 to 7,000,000 pesos without doubt. Es<ai PoUt., ii, 730-1, 
Consult Beieila, Recop., i. pt, iii, 129-34; Pi^ov'idencius liccdcs, ^I.S., 102-5; 
Disposic. Var., i. 26-7, 44, 77; Ortlencs de in. Corona, MS,, vi, 79-80. 

'̂  On one occasion Cortés seized the tackle of soine earabelas froni Santo 
Domingo to fit out the fleet which he despatched agaiust Olid. The gold 
also which was paid to the merchants provecl to be ouly of twelve carats, 
though set down at twenty. Ilond., liciac, iu Doc Incd., i. 524-5; Pac/ co 
ancl Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xiv, 43, 

^* Saimeron, in /(/ , , xiii. 200-1. Oii the 25tli of June 1530 the king issued 
a cédula orderiiig tlie aiithorities in New Spaiu to allow incrchants to sell 
their goods where they wislied, ancl to regulate t' ir own prices. Puga, Cedu-
lario, 10. 

^^Mcx. Pureccr, in Puchcco Bsid Cárdenas, CoL Doc., xii, 141. 
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gling on the Pacific coast bore a fair proportion to 
tha t carried on at Atlantic ports. 

Communication between New Spain and the Phil-
ippines existed at an early date, and during the latter 
part of the sixteenth century a vessel yearly left Aca-
pulco with supplies for those islands.^*^ This opened 
a vvay for t rade; Chinese silks and goods were brought 
to Xcw Sjjain by tbc returning ships, and an exceed-
ingly thriving commerce might have been cleveloped.^^ 
Bu t Sjjain soon became alarmcd at the prospects; 
traffic with thc Philipjjines rapidly increased and 
affectcd Sjjanish commerce; so a law was passed in 
1591 allowing the ctjhjuists of the islands to import 
goods into Xew Spain, but excluding merchants of 
the latter country froin return traffic with the Philip-
jjines.^^ INIoreovcr, only a limited amount of Asiatic 
merchandise vvas jjermitted to be shipped to Aca-
jjulco.-^^ Bu t evcii this restriction did not satisfy the 
merchants of SoviIIc, and in 1610 the consulado of 
tha t city petitioned the king to close all direct trade 
betvveen Xevv Spain and the Philippines. Their pe-
tition, however, vvas not grantecl.^° 

For more than a century these regulations remained 
in force, but were as little acceptable to the merchants 
of the Philippines as to those of Xtîw Spain. Dis-
jjutcs as to the valuation of cargoes for the collection 
of the customs, cvasion of the duties, and violation of 
tlic law in resjjcct to the quantity of merchandise in-
troduccd vvcrc tbe conse(]uenCe.^^ Owing to the rep-

^^ Jlcuiccra, Instmc, iu Doc Inaf, xxi, 488-9. 
'" Tlie colonists of the Philippine Islands were allowed to trade with China 

and Japan. 
' ' licco/i. de Ii f, iiL 522-3. 
^' Tlie IMauila merchants w cre allowed to send annually only two ships, of 

400 tons euch. Tlie value of the merchandise with which they were freighted 
was limited to 25(),()()() jicsos, the returus of which, principal and profit, were 
not toexceed 500,000 pesos in sjiecie. /(/ . , 524, 52(i; Descrip. de Arner., MS., 
196. Tlie arrival of tliese vessels was attended with great activity, At Aca-
pulco a great fair wus lield, to whicli flocked merchants and traders from all 
parts of New Spain. AU this has bcfore been noticed in another comiection. 

^"The kiii;,' cunsulted the conde de Montesclaros, viceroy of Peru, who 
advised his Majesty ;iguinst the measure. Jlontesclaros, Garta, in Pacheco md 
(Júrdenas, vi. 2í)8-314. 

'^^Ph'dipinas, Ili.sf.'fJom., 28-9, The law was repeated in 1697. In 1635 
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resentations of the Manila merchants a modification 
of the law was finally effected, and in 1702 merchan-
dise to the value of 300,000 pesos, conveyed in tvvo 
ships of 500 tons burden, was permitted to enter the 
port of Acapulco annually.^^ 

The abuses vh ich followed the estabhshment of 
these new regulations were extravagant. Besidonts 
of both Manila and Mexico contravened the lavv, and 
Asiatic goods wcre landed at Acapulco in such quan-
tities tha t the return freight amounted to 2,000,000 
pesos annually, instead of 600,000. Even the mer-
chants of Xew Spain were cliscomfited, and addressed 
a memorial to the king petitioning for a cliscontinu-
ance of the annual jManila fleet—for instead of tvvo 
vessels as jjermitted by law many were now engaged 
in this trade. To remedy the evil the king, on the 
8th of January 1718, prohibited the importation of 
silk goods from the Philippines, and issued a final 
decrce on the 20th of June of the same year, ex-
tending the prohibition to all Asiatic manufactures,'^ 
limiting the imports to ravv materials. 

A new franchise vvith increased privileges having 
been granted in 1734, the Philipjjine trade flourished 
till near the close of the century,'^* the imports into 

the raerchants of the Philippines petitioned the king to rerait certain duties 
on tlie imported goods. (J)-uu y JLonfalcon, in LL, 345-64. 

^'^The value taken back to jNIanila was 600,000 pesos in specie, less duties 
and expenses, The duties amounted to 17 per cent ad valorem, Philipinas, 
Ilist. Com., 29-33, Tlie specie which was sent from Manila to Cliina for tho 
piirchase of goods never returned from that country, Dr.srrijirion de Ainrr., 
MS,, 196, 'The Philippine galleon usiially arrived a t Acupulco iu the months 
of December and January, and left during the month of March; delay after 
the Ist of April woiild make it liable to miss the favorahle breezes on leaving 
port, and expose it to contrary wiuds on reaching tlie Mariana Islands, Juil-
landier, Ej'tra'd d'ttne LrUre, 1711, MS,, 10-11, 

^Linares, Instruc, MS,, 63; Philipinus, fíist. Com.., 31-7. The importa-
tion of silk fabrics was, however, conditionally permitted again by royal de-
cree of April 8, 1734, Prov'ulcncias Reules, MS,, .30-41, On the same date 
permission was granted to import into New Spain merchandise to the 
amount of 500,000 pesos, and return with 1,000,000 pesos. Recdes Céditlas, 
MS., iL 127. 

' '^ln 1785 Cárlos I I I , established a trading company in Spain undcr the 
title of Real Compania de Filipinas with a capital of 8,000,000 pesos sencillos 
divided into 32,000 shares, open to purchase by anysubject of whatcver class 
in the Indies and Philippine Islands, except ecclesiastics. Extensivc ]>r'\\-
ileges were granted the company, whicli was to carry on trade between Spain 
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New Spain consisting chiefly of raw silk, colored 
cotton fabrics, wax, and Chinese earthern ware. By 
1 794, however, the trade had so greatly decreased that 
in 1792 and 1793 no fair had been held at Acapulco 
ovving to lack of attendance, and in the following year 
thc fleet did not arrivc^' The trade afterward revived 
considerably, sincc Humboldt states tha t the amount 
of bullion annually shipped averaged 1,000,000 pesos, 
and often reached 1,300,000.^^ 

Besidcs the Philippine trade at Acapulco some 
commerce was also carried on between Xew Spain 
and Peru at the same port, but the restrictions put 
upon it reduced it to a very limited scalc Only tvvo 
vessels of tvvo hundred tons burden each were per-
mitted annually to visit A.capuIco, and the goods they 
took away paicl an export duty of two and a half per 
cent, Bu t even these niggardly conditions were re-
garded as too liberal, and the conde de Montesclaros, 
viccroy of Peru, expressed his opinion to the king 
tha t onlv" one ship a year should be allowed to sail to 
Acapulco, and tha t the export duty at that port and 
the import duty at Callao should be made excessive."' 
Thus the clamp was tightened for the benefit of the 
SeviIIe merchants, and both Peru and New Spain 
jjrotested against restrictions which virtually prc-
cluded all trade between them. Even the sorry con-

and the Philippme Islands, I t was, however, prohibited from interfering 
with the intemal commerce of the islands, and that v\ith China and Aca-
pulco, RealesOrdcncs, vi, 88-116; ix, 137-40, 

•̂ '̂ ,Se noticia que iba á salir, y no so puede atribuir su falta, sino á una 
desgracia.' Revil a Gigedo, Insfruc, 104. Viceroy Linares attributed the de-
cadence to the depreciation of prices caused by the progress raadc in the 
manufaeturc of fahrics in Europe, and also to the extensive operations of the 
Compafiia de las Filipinas, which iutroduced into New Spain great quan-
tities of Asiatic goods via Vera Cruz, /(/., 104-5, 

'̂' Numerous passengers, among whom were many monks, always sailed 
with the fleet, In 1804 75 monks left Acapulco on the galleon which the 
ISlexicans humorously described as being freighted with 'plata y frayles.' 
E<.sui PoîiL, ii, 718-20, 

^ ' ' Ciirgando mucho los derechos de la salida de Acapulco y de la entrada 
del Callao.' Montesclaros complains in 1612, that in spite of prohibitions 
four or five ships had arrived that year from Acapulco uncler various pretexts, 
such as stress of weather, conveyance of despatches frora the govemment of 
New Spain, and like excuses. Pacheco and Cárdenas, CoL Doc, vi. 342-4 
and 304. 
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cession tha t one vessel annually from each port might 
trade between the tvvo colonies vvas shackled with re-
strictions, and in 1634 finally withdrawn.^^ Ye t this 
ungenerous legislation was not wholly effective, since 
we learn tha t Peruvian vessels directed their course 
from time to time to the port of Acapulco, and tha t 
even viceroys vvere apt to ignore the stringent stat-
utes, whereupon the crovvn ordered tha t the jjcnalty of 
death and confiscation of property should be imjjosed 
upon all Peruvian merchants trading with Acapulco.^^ 
Happy colonies! Nevertheless during the eighteenth 
century trade to some exteiit was rccstablished,^" 
though it was not until 1794 that the eyes of Spain 
were openecl ancl the monarch decreed free trade be-
tween the two colonies.^^ 

The internal commerce of Nevv Spain was conducted 
for a long timo along the routes of the Indian trails; 
but these narrovv lines of communication vvere soon 
widened and made jjracticable for pack trains and 
wagons,^^ while additional roads were opened latcr 
between important places. The jjrincipal routcs wcre 
those from the capibil to Vera Cruz through Puebla 
and Jalapa; tha t through Chilpancingo to Acajjulco; 
the one to Guatemala through Oajaca; and tha t 
leading northward to Durango and called "el camino 
de tierra dentro." From these main arteries branches 
and ramifications extendecl to all the principal towns.^' 33 

*®The vessel which left Callao was permitted to take 200,000 ducados to 
invest in produce or maniifactures of New Spain, but nothing else, not even 
goods from Spain, Heavy penalties were enforced in cases of violation of 
these rules. Grcm y Jlonfalcon, in Id., 447-8, 

^^Robles, Diario, i. -212, '241; Descrip. de Amer., MS,, 196-8. Vieeroy 
Linares with more liberal views suggested to the kiug the advisability of re-
opening trade with l'eru, but his majesty disregarded this advice, and by 
cédula of Ju ly 3, 1712, pereraptorily forhade all traífic between the ports of 
New Spain and that colony. liealcs Cédulas, MS., i. 74. 

^" lieviUa Glgedo, instruc, 105-6. 
31 (?(!-.. Mexi [ISOO-l), X, 1-25, 
^̂  Salmeron stated in I53I that work had been begun on these native roads, 

Ternaux-Compans, serie ii, tom. v, I9I-2, 
^^Humboldt, Essai Polit., ii, 682-8, The different halting-places were 

provided with mesones and posadas, and the justices were ordered by the 
king to see tha t travellers were supplied with provisions and other neces-
saries for the road at fair prices, ' y que no se les hagan extorsiones,' Recop. 
delnd., ii, 56. 
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Many of these roads were dangerous in places, even 
the best of them, owing to the physical features of 
the country, presenting difficulties which taxed 
severely the traveller's nérves and endurance. Their 
condition, moreover, down to the beginning of the nine-
teenth century vvas rarely satisfactory; and thou'o-h 
the viceroys repeatedly exerted themselves to effect 
improvements, merchandise was niore generally trans-
jjorted by beasts of burden than wagons. 

Of the important highways which led from the 
capital to Vcra Cruz and Acapulco, especial notice 
must be taken. Along the first of these lines of 
traffic all European merchandise was introduced into 
the countiy, while by the latter Mexican trade with 
the Philijjjjincs Islands and Peru was carried on. In 
1708 the Jesuit, Pére Jaillanclier, travelled across the 
coiitinent from tlie first named jjort to Acajiulco, and 
has furnished us with a detailed account of his journey. 
I t being the clry season the priest and his party vvcre 
enabled to follow a route not taken during the rainy 
scason. Having passed through Buena Vista and 
crossed the river Jamaica eiglit leagues from the port, 
thev travelled ten leaoues farther over uncultivatcd 
land, arriving at the river and village of Cotasta. 
Their road thence led through fertile valleys covered 
witli trees and cornfields to San Lorenzo,^* Cordoba, 
and Orizaba. On the sixth day of their journey 
Pucbla was reached,^'' after passing through a charin-
iiig country abounding in fruit and grain. Proceeding 
to Cholula, and leaving Tlascala four leagues to their 
lcft, the party arrived safely at Mexico on the eighth 
day, having seen snow-capped mountains, and a vol-
cano in a state of eruption. The distance travelled as 

^' lnhabited by negroes. Exfrait d'une Lett>-e,'MS., 1-4. 
^' Padre Navarrete raade the journey from Vera Cruz to the capital in 

1640 and says: 'VVe pass'd through places infested with mosijuito's or 
gna t s . . .but met not with those uncouth roads, or mighty cold, which others 
who tiavelled the same way the next yearso mightily magnified.' Churchill'i 
Col. ro ' / . , i . -208. 

nj. 
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given by JaiIIandier was eighty leagues from Vera 
Cruz.8« 

The descent from the capital to the Pacific coast 
was more gradual than tha t to Vera Cruz, but at 
certain seasons presented difficulties whicli caused 
more delay and danger. JaiIIandier represents the 
descent from the heights as perilous; and the ac-
counts of both Navarrete and ITumboldt provc that 
for more than a century and a half but little improved 
facilities for travelling had been effected on this high-
way. The former thus describes the route: " This 
road is indeed bad ancl troublesome; there are moun-
tains tha t reach up to the clouds, and as uncouth as 
may be; mighty rivers, and the summer then begin-
ning, high swoln. Bridges there are none, but abun-
dance of musqueto's, or gnats, t ha t sting cruelly."^^ 
Passing through Cuernavaca and crossing the Bio de 
las Balsas in the primitive method employed before 
the conquest,^^ the party arrived at Chilpancingo, at 
tha t tinie a town of four hundred families. Thence 
they travelled over a mountain range, continually 
ascending and descending, and reached Acapulco after 
ten days of fatiguing journey. 

Since these travellers crossed Mexico from ocean to 

3" In Humboldt 's tirae the road led from the capital to Perote 2,500 feet 
above sea-Ievel; the descent thence to the ravine of Plan del Rio was very 
rapid, The latter roads leading to the coast were generally very difficult, and 
Humboldt called tlie attentioii of the govemment to the necessity of improve-
ment. He includes among these routes 'qtie j 'appelle traiisversales' those 
leadiug from Zacatecas to Nuevo Santander; from Guadalajara to San Blas; 
from Valladolid to Port Coliraa, and from Durango to Mazatlan. Essai 
Polit., ii, 683-4. 

«T Churchili's CoL Voy., L 209, 
*̂  Navarrete crossed tliis river in a similar manner 60 years before JaiIIan-

dier: ' people pass over it on canes, which are supported by only four cala-
bashes they are fastened to ; at first it is frightful to see so ridiculous and 
weak an invention; an Indian lays hold of one end of it, and the passenger 
being upon i t with his mules and fumiture, he swims, and draws it over after 
him.' Ibid. This river is the same as the Mescala, so called by Humboldt, 
who crossed i t in the same manner, He describes it as being nearly as danger-
ous as the Papagayo, which frequently increased from a width of 65 feet to 
tha t of 300, cargo-trains being compelled to wait seven or eight days before 
being able to cross. An at tempt Iiad been made to erect a bridge across it, 
but the massive piers were washed away before its completion. In 1803 the 
govemment appropriated 100,000 pesos to constmct a second, Humboldt, 
Essai PoUt., ii. 684-5, 

' (I 

1 i 
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ocean, great improvements of the highways have been 
effected. Under the administrations of the viceroys 
Bucareli, BeviIIa Gigedo, and I turr igaray, the most im-
portant lines of traffic vvere placed in tolerable condition 
ancl stage lines established.^^ The exertions of the latter 
ruler vvere particularly successful, and to him are the 
Mexicans indebted for the splendid Jalapa highway 
to Vera Cruz, the construction of which had cost 
nearly 3,000,000 pesos in 1812.*^ 

Although the physical formation generally is un-
favorable to river and canal navigation, such is not 
the case in the valley of Mexico, and thousands of 
canoes yearly conveyed grain into the capital by the 
lakes Tezcuco and San Cristôbal, which were con-
nected bv' a narrow canal, or rather dike. Commu-
nication with Lake Chalco, and throughout the extent 
of the valley, might have been easily effected at an 
earl}^ date, and freight charges greatly reduced, but 
tlie government opposed all such projects until the 
time of I turrigaray, who ordered the opening of the 
Tezcuco canal.*^ 

^' A stage ran in 1791 from the capital to Puebla, thence t r San Andrés, 
the limit of the line, towards Oajaca, 'por no poder seguir carruage,' Gaz. 
Jlex., iv, 347. In l793 six coaches called the 'coches de Provideucia,' pUed 
the streets of Mexico, the drivers dressed in livery, Id., v, 419-23, 472. To 
the proprietors of these latter vehicles the concession was granted in 1794 to 
open a passenger line between the city of Mexico and Guadalajara, through 
Querétero, and also to Perote, The stages were to ruii weekly or monthly, 
and carry only four passengers, Shoiild there be ouly one passenger to 
Guadalajara his fare w as .$-200; two passengers paid $105 each; three $75, and 
four .SG2,50, Tlie re tum fares v\ere at half price, To Pcrote the prices paid 
were, for one person, .S7(); for two $76; for three, $82; and for four passengers, 
$90, An araount of freight in decreasing proportion to the greater number 
of passengers was allowed to be carried, Id., vi. 51-6. 

*°L€r(Io de J'ijt iu, Comerc. Esferior, 43. This work was commenced in 
1803, and the expenses were defrayed by the consulado of Vera Cruz, Id., '22, 
A truveller in 1805 describes the principal roads as excellent, aiid expresses 
the hope that others will be made equally good, addiug, 'pues he visto mu-
chos que han niuerto desbarrancados, asi eclesiasticos.,,, como arrieros.' 
Diar. JIcx., i. 348. Cunsult also Azanza, Ltstrvc, 71-5; Panes, Ej.-fcn.sion, 
V. Crvz, MS., 211-61; F, Crtiz, Espos'ic, 15-17; Rer'tlia Gigedo, Listruc, xMS., 
i. 119-44, Opposing interests for many years delayed the construction of the 
Jalapa road, the merchants of the capital desiring that the proposed new road 
should pass Orizaba, whUe those of Vera Cruz were in favor of it being con-
ducted through Jalapa, The old route led through the plain of Apa without 
touching Puebla, fíumhcjldf, L'ssui Polit., iL 685-6, 

" fíumhcjidt, E.s.sui Polit., i. 231, In 1715 a memorial was addressed to the 
viceroy petitioning for the formation of a canal from the Goazocalco River 
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F o r many years after the conquest, postal commu-
nication with Spain was infrequent and irregular; 
nor was the system by which the mail service was 
conducted such as to secure secrecy or even safe de-
livery. A t first all correspondence, including royal 
despatches, vvas ordered to be conveyed to its des-
tination free of charge, and be punctually delivered; 
but during the last half of the sixteenth century a 
postal service was established by the crown, vvhich 
being made salable to the highest bidder ^'~ was not 
only iU conducted, but opened a way to dishonesty 
and treachery. Correspondents vvhether political or 
commercial could seldom feel confident tha t their let-
ters would reach their destination, or escape being 
tampered wdtli by ecclesiastics or inimical secular 
authorities.^^ Nor did the Indian mail-carriers escajje 
abuses, and from time to time lavvs were passed for 
the purpose of insuring to them payment for their 
hard services and relief from ill-treatment.** Even 
the natives trafficking on the mail routes suffered, their 
beasts of hurdeii being taken from them and their 
cargoes cast dovvn on the road side.*^ 

During the seventeenth century the postal com-
munication both internal and trans-oceanic was 
greatly increased, and in 1659 Viceroy Alburquerque 

to Oajaca via Sarabia. The memorial was filed among the secret archives of 
Madrid, and an order was seiit from tlie court to the memorialists forbidding 
them ever to refer to the subject again. Xouv. Annales, Voy., cliii. 8. 

'•^The right to transmit iiiails was made 'vendible y renunciable' that ia 
transferable by the purchaser of the contract to another, When tlie manage-
ment of the service was a s sumedby the crown in 1765, tlie sumof $61,770 
was paid to Antor.io Mendez Prieto to extinguish his right. Galvez, Informe, 
Jlca-qués de Sonora, 55. 

*^In 1592 a royal order was issiied prohibiting ecclesiastics and secular 
persons from opentng or detaming correspondence either oíficial or private. 
Recop. de Ind., i. 655. From a cédula promiilgated in 1662 it is known that 
letters were frequently opened and detained. Id., 656. Postmasters were or-
dered to give receipts for the correspondence intrusted to them by tribunals. 
/(/ . , 659, 

**Id., 660, 658, 
*^The contractor, called the correo mayor, faUed to place post horses a t the 

proper places, and those of the Indiaus were pressed into the service without 
their owners being remunerated: ' veianse obligados los indios á ir á pié tras el 
correo para volver con sus caballos, que les eran quitados por fuerza en los 
caminos tirándoles la carga que dejaban abandonada.' Rivera, Gob. de Jlex., 
i. 231. 

Jli 
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ordered a mail vessel to be despatched every four 
months to Spain, touching at Habana to take on 
board Cuban correspondence.*^ From this tiine knav-
ish mismanagement kept pace with the increase of 
public requirement and yielded corresponding profits, 
The eyes of viceroys, both good and bad, were not 
closed to this state of affairs, and in 1765 the crovvn 
assumed the administration of the mail service,^^ and 
greatly increased its facilities.*^ 

Having presented a general sketch of the external 
commerce of New Spain, it remains to give some 
account of the methods of conducting internal traffic. 
Trade in the interior was facilitated by the establish-
inent of fairs held at certain seasons of the year at 
various trading centres. Notable among these assein-
blages for the purposes of traffic were the fairs held 
at Acapulco, Jalapa, ancl San Juan de los Lagos.*^ 
Activity in trade was and still is greatly stimulated 

^®These despatch boats were small vessels which had no connection with 
tli.; annual fleets, and were called 'avisos, ' Such barks sailed to and from 
the Peninsula before the system of fleets 'w âs established and were allowed t,i 
carry a small quantity of merchandise, At first they were only despatched 
bicnnally, but iiltiraately every month, 'debiendo arrojarla'—i, e. the corre-
epoudeuee—'al agua luego que apareciera un peligro,' Id., 99, 203-4; Linlo 
de Tcjadu, AjjuiU. Lli.st., no, v. 3()I-2, 

^^Dcciecs were issued on the 27th of November aud the 21stof Decem-
ber, aud put in force on the Ist of Jiily 1766. Jiex., Vundos, inCeduiurio, i. 
no, i, 155-6, Iu the yea.r 1765 the receipts of the post-office were 121,179^ 
reales de plata, the expeuses being 64,460 reales, leaviug net proceeds 56,719^ 
realesor 7,090 pesos. ,S'oc. Jlrx. Geotj., 2a ep. iiL 45. A list of postal towns 
and tlieir distances wiU be found in /( / , , i. 788-94. Times of departure aud 
arrival in/^«/7í',(/«iî/O. Calend., 143-6, 

*^Till lute in the eighteenth century the arrival of the mail from Spain was 
the occasion of rejoicing and celebration, The church bcUs were rung, 'cuyo 
estruendo es tan grande y molesto, que es menester hahlar á voces jiara en-
tenderse.' On the following day the viceroy and audiencia attended mass 
and offercd thanksgiving in the cuthedral, Not even tlie news of a Spanish 
monarch's dcatli intcrrupted tlie ringing of the bells: ' y concluido este, se 
empieza á tocar á muerto, ' E.sftdJt., x.xvi. 297. Mailcarriers were infected 
with tlie prevailing weakness, aiid among other fraudulent practices were 
addicted to smuL'.L'Iing. They were prohibited from carrying packages or 
frcight. lievilla Ci'/rtlo, Buntf.s. nos. Ixi, and Ixxi. 

^''The latter fuir had a religious origin, Multitudes of pilgrims from the 
yeur 1623 aunually visited the town in order to venerate an image of the vir-
gin. This attracted merchants and traders. In 1797 Cárlos IV. appointed 
the fair to be held during the first 15 days of December. I t is estimated that 
100,000 persons collected from all parts of Mexico at this time. Soc Mex. 
Geog., vi, 310-11; Disposic ]'ar., i. 40, 52; Gaz. JLex., x. 230. 
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by the irregularity of the maize crops, and consequent 
exchange of productions in different provinces, t h e 
prices of maize often varying in neighboring district.s 
in the propbrtion of nine to twenty-two.'^' I n certain 
parts the consumption of commodities at the minci-; 
was the main support of commerce.^^ I n every town 
a daily market was held in the public square; and in 
the capital itself, besides the general one in the plaza 
del Volador, there were various others assigned for the 
sale of special articles, such as tha t in the plaza de 
Jesus, where building materials only were sold, the 
plaza de la Paja or hay-market, and the alhondiga 
where grain and flour were sold.^- Notable also was 
the baratillo, a place where second-hand goods were 
bought and sold, and which w âs the thieves' empo-
rium, since stolen articles could always be disposed 
of in that mart. 

The great commercial gatherings at the fairs were, 
however, the events which marked the activity de-
veloped at the different centers of periodical trading. 
Wherever a fair was held, thi ther thronged the mer-
chant with silks and foreign stajjles, the j^etty dealer 
and huckster, the gambler, and the thief. The day 
was passed in close dealing and cheating, and the 
night in gambling, fandangos, and carousal, the assas-

^"fíumboldt, Essai PoUt., u. 689. 
^̂  Humboldt mentions a curious systera of traífic with the wild Indians in 

tbe north. The natives were acciistomed to place small crosses on the road 
frora Chihuahua to Santa Fé. A piece of deer-meat in a leathern bag was 
hung on a cross, and a buffalo hide spread at its foot. This indicated t ha t 
the Indians wished to trade with tlie worshippers of the cross, and offered 
skins for provisions. The soldiers of the presidios took the hides and left 
salt meat in payment, This barter was carried on without the parties seeing 
each other: 'un systfeme de commerce qui indique un mélange extraordinaire 
de bonne foi et de méfiance,' Essai Polit., i. 304-5, 

-̂ The regulations by which these markets in the capital were conducted 
were strict, Producers could sell their articles ouly in the respective 
places of sale. Wholesale business was carried on by auction, uncler tlie 
direction of a corregidor. AII cereals had to be delivered and sold a t the 
alhôndiga, or corn-market. Retail shopkeepers could sell provisions of every 
kind, Prices in sorae instances were regulated by law, as those of poultry, 
Montemayor, Svmario, iii, 3-8, 43-4, 56-9; Recop. de Ind., ii, 48-53, Over 
the markets a juez de plaza presided, who daily attended oflSce in the plaza 
del Volador and verbally decided disputes. In cases of rascality the culprita 
were sent by him to prison to be tried, Revilla Gigedo, Bandos, u . no. xv. 30... 
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sin's knife being thrust ever and anon between a vic-
tim's shoulder-blades. A t these fairs a great pro-
portion of the commerce of the country was carried 
on. Cacao, cochineal, indigo, sugar, flour, sarsaparilla, 
vanilla, tanned hides, jalaj), soap, dye-woods, and pep-
j)crs brought thi ther were purchased by exporting 
merchants, and conveyed by long trains of pack-mules 
to Vera Cruz for shipment to Spain. In turn these 
tradcrs solcl their ovvn commodities at a profit that 
would stagger the merchants of modern days. Gaudy 
linen and cotton goods, wines and oil, cheap trinkets, 
and trumpery were disposed of at enormous prices. 
The Indian and the country Spaniard alike jjaid exor-
bitant rates, whether the purchase consisted of a string 
of glass beads, or of an expensive costume. 

I t was late before Spain recognized that restrictions 
on commerce did not conduce to either her own pros-
perity or to that of her colonies. I n 1765 the crown 
relaxed somewhat the prohibitions, and opencd a 
number of jj(jrts in Spain to trade with certain 
colonies,^^ and in 1778 extended the privilege to all 
tlie Indies.^* These liberal measures of Cárlos I I I . 
gave a great impulse to commerce; the jjort of Cam-
peche and others were opened to trade,^' the systein 
of the fleets vvas forever abolished,^^ and in 1799, 
owing to the war between Spainand England, neutral 
vessels were allowed to trade directly between the 
Peninsula and the colonies.^^ Meanwhile the system 

^ Trade with the principal islands of the West Indies was opened at the 
ports of Cádiz, SeviUe, Alicante, Cartagena, Malaga, Barcelona, Santander, 
Coruna, and Guijon, 'aboliendo los dercchos de palmeo, tonelades, extran-
gería, scminario de S, Telmo, visitas, habilitaciones, y licencias.' Antunez, 
Mem. Ilist. Coin., .36-7. 

** The additional ports of Almeria, Alfaques de Tortosa, Palma in Majorca, 
and Santa Cruz in the island of Tenerife were opened. Id., 37; Ltrdo de 
Ttjatlu, Comcr. E.<fcc, 19-20, This famous act of Cárlos I I I . was issued on 
the I2th of October, 1778, and was styled the 'Ordenanza tí pragmátka dd 
comercio I'tbrc' Ih' J. 

^'Corr. Jlcrc Esp. Ind., iL 6. 
£'6The last fleet sailed from Spain in the year 1776, and left Vera Cruz on 

the 16th of January, 1778. Lerdo de Tejada, Comer. Ester., docs. nos. 1(), 11-
*' This permission was soon afterward abrogated, Disposic Varias, iu. 4o, 
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of insurance developed and several companies were 
formed. ^Mercantile adventures were covered by in-
surance policies a t an early date, and Philip I I . in 
the years 1556, 1587, and 1588 issued a number 
of laws regulating such transactions and the action 
of underwriters. This business, however, was con-
fined to Spanish shippers and insurers, the policies 
issued by the latter being subject to the approval of 
the consulado in SeviIIe.'"^ Bu t the stimulus given 
to commerce by the removal of restrictions in 1778 
induced the merchants of Vera Cruz to cstablish a 
marine insurance company in 1789,̂ *̂  which wa.s to 
last for five vears, and aoain in 1802 a second one was 

%j ' O 

formed on a larirer scale, thus indicatino the increase 
in commercial ojjerations.^*' 

I n 1781 the conde de Cabarrus, who enjoyed a high 
reputation in matters of finance, addressed a memorial 
to the king of Spain advocating the establishment of 
a national bank. The proposal bcing supported by 
the minister Jovellanos, the king by císdula of the 
26th of June 1782 authorized the creation of a joint 
stock banking company with the title of Banco cle Saii 
Cárlos. The number of shares vvas fixed at one hun-
dred and fifty thousand, open to all purchascrs, and 
the capital at fifteen million pesos fuertes.^^ 

On the 18th of June 1783 subscriptions were opened 

and again granted from 1805 to 1809, when it was withdra'wn by cédulas of 
the I7th of May and 27th of July. Concessions were, however, granted to cer-
tain merchants allowing them to introduce into colonial ports goods proceeding 
directly from foreign ports. The mercantile monopoly of Vera Cruz received 
its fiual blow in 1820, when a number of ports on bot'.i the Atlantic and 
Pacific shores of New Spain were opened to foreign trade, LcrJo de I''JatJa, 
Comcr. Estcr., 20-1, Consult, also, Reglamento y Arancclrs Rcalrs, Comcr. 
L'thre, 1-262; Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iii, 45-8, and vi, 8-2-5; Azanza, 
Instruc., MS., 141-57. 

^^ Recop. de Iitd., iii. 474-90. In 1773 a royal cédula was issued correct-
ing various abuses prevailing in the insurance business. Rcscriptos Reales 
Ecles., MS., 23-6. 

s» With a capital of $-230,000 divided into 46 shares at $5,000 each. Lerdo 
de Tejada, Apnnt. fíi.<t., v. 311. 

*'*'The capital of the second company was 400,000 pesos fuertes divided into 
80 shares, 58 of which were iramediately taken up by merchauts of Vera Cruz, 
A list of the shareholders and a copy of the by-Iaws will be found in Gaz. 
Mex. (180-2-3), xi, 97-101. 

" Reales Ordcnes, iv. 1-56. 
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in ]\Iexico by clecree of the viceroy, and iiot only were 
jjrivate individuals solicited to purchase shares, but 
evcii the municipalities of Indian towns and vil-
lages.^^ The consequence was tha t a large number 
of shares vvas sold, the people and municipalities in 
diffcrent parts of Ncw Spain alone purchasing nearly 
oiie hundred and fifteen thousand pesos' worth of the 
scrij),'̂ ^ I t turned out to be onlya commercial bubble, 
howevcr, vvhich floatcd for a time, when finally there 
came a crash which brouoht ruin to thousands. 

O 

Xevcrtlicless, in .spite of occasional di.sastrous spec-
ulations the commerce of Xew Sjjain exjjanded ac-
tivcly and surely under the more liberal system. 
Statistics of the earlier trading operations are want-
ing, but a fair estimate of the impulse given to com-
merce by tlie so-called free tracling laws may be 
gathered from documents which supjjly us with the 
tonnage of the fleets which arrived at Vera Cruz dur-
ing the eighteenth century. During the period from 
1706 to 1776 this varied from 1,202 to 8,492 tons,^' 
and the value of return cargoes from ten miUion pesos 
to inore than twenty-seven million in bullion and pro-
ductions. Again between 1728 and 1739 not more 
than one hundred and sixtj^-four vessels, besides fifty-
eight which composed the three fleets that visited 
New iSpain during those twelve years, entered the 
port of Vera Cruz, whereas during the period from 
1784 to 1795 no less than 1,142 ships arrived from 
the different ports opened in the Peninsula and the 
colonies.^^ According to the calculations of Hum-
boldt, the total amount of bullion exported during the 

^•^ 'Queriendo S, M. que este beneficio comprehenda no solo á los Particu-
lares, sino tambien á los Cuerpos de Ciudades, ViUas y Pueblos, ha expedido 
Bu Real perniisoparaqueestosseinteresencon sus haberespropiosycomunes.' 
Disjjosic Varias, iii, f, 97. 

^Gaz. JIcx., iL -23.5-6 et seq. 
^*The fleet corresponding with the latter figures sailed in I760coinmanded 

by Carlos Reggio. I t took back a return cargo in precious metals and pro-
ductions of the country to the amount of $9,811,245, of which $7,459,803 
belonged to private individuals, and the balance to the king, Lerdo de Te-
Jcula, Comer. Esfcr., doc. nos. 2, 3. 

^ld., doc. nos, 12, 13. 
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thirteen years from 1779 to 1791 amounted to $224,-
052,025, while in the preceding thirteen years it vvas 
only $155,160,564.«^ 

But a trying period of intestine strife awaited the 
colony of New Spain, and during the death struggle 
for release from the fetters with which she had been 
shackled for three centuries by the mother country, 
commerce again declined, until independence gave 
to Mexico free action and insured corresponding 
progress. 

^EssaiPoL, iL 734-7. 

During the earlier period of the commercial history of New Spain, statis-
tics sho'wing the actual ainount of trade carried on are meagre; of its limita-
tious, however, a correct idea cau be obtained from multitudinous royal 
cédulas and ordinances which exhibit thoroughly Spain's policy. The cor-
respondence of viceroys also affords considerable information as to the fluctu-
ating condition of trade and the prosperity of the country, StiII raore 
valuable in this respect are the reports of such rulers to their siiccessors, 
araong which especial mention may be made of Jlancera, In.sfruccion, iu Doc 
Inéd., xxi,; Linares, Instruccion, MS,, imd Revilla Gigedo, Listruccion Reser-
vada. This last work exhibits not only close observation on the author's 
part, bu t a more liberal tendency than miglit be expected in a viceroy of New 
Spain; for though he was somewhat biassed by the spirib of the government 
a t that time, his •\dews were singularly correct, and liis administration just, 
The Instruccion Reservada was not published in Mexico before 1831, I t sup-
plies in 353 pages a complete account of every branch of the governraent, and 
'was deemed so important tliat in the foUowing year the supreme goveriiment 
ordered the publication of an index to it, which, however, not being alpha-
betically arranged, is of little service, Probably the most valuable contribu-
tion to information on commerce is Linage's Xorte de îa coiUrafacion, in two 
books of 299 and 264 pages respectively, published in SeviUe iii 1672, a work 
which describes fully the laws, custoras, and practices wliich pertatned to 
trade between Spain and her American colonies. Joseph de Veitia Liuage 
was a knight of the order of Santiago, a member of the king's council, and 
treasurer and juez oficial of the casa de contratacion. He was thus fully 
competent to compile a work which for completeness can challenge any pre-
ceding publication of the kind. Not only does it include information upon 
commerce, but much relating to the revenue and assaying departments. 
The author in his preface informs his readers of the sources from which he 
made liis compilation and drew his results. Naturally they were priucipally 
official documents, including royal cédulas and instructions, the correspond-
ence of officers of the crown, the members of the council of the Indies and of 
the casa de contratacion. But besides these authorities he did not omit to 
consult the historians of his time. 

file://�/dews
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With regard to the title of the book he alleges reasons for his selection of 
it. As mariners direct their course across the ocean by observing the polar 
star, so may his readers, he hopes, be guided through the intricacies of com-
merce by the perusal of his work; and as the needle by pointing to the same 
quarter instructs the marmer, so may his book instruct the readers of it. The 
edition contains a curious wood-cut frontispiece representing in the upper por-
tiun 'D, Ferdinandus & Elisabet' enthroned on the left, and 'D, Carolus II. 
& Regina Mater ' on the right, supported by two columns on either side. In 
iiiches betweeu the pairs of columns are full-length figures of 'Colon' and 
'Curtí^s,' A representation of the occan with galleons sailing on it occupies 
the center, Numerous scroUs with Lattn inscriptions are scattered on the 
wood-cut. In 1702 this work was 'Made English by Capt, John Stevens,' 
who added ' Two Compleat Lists: One of the Goods Transported out of Europe 
to the Spanish Wcsí-Iitdics, tlie other of commodities brought from those 
Parts into Euroj^eJ A comprehensive history of the Philippine trade is to be 
found in E.ffrucfo Historicd Del Exjiedicntr (Jitc Pei le En EI Consejo Rcul, Y 
Su}>remo De Las Ltdias, .4 Instanc'ta De Li C'iudad De Jlan'ila, Y Demás De 
Las i.slu.s Phillpinas, published in Madricl by order of the king in 1736, and 
containing 324 folios. This work coraprises a large nuraber of royal and other 
official docuraents, from early times, bearing upon commerce between the Phil-
ippiiie Islands and Cliina and New Spain. The injury doue to Spanisli coiu-
merce by the iiitroduction of Chmese silk fabrics into Acapulco, is especially 
entered into, and the restrictions which were iraposed upon such articles in-
duced the king, on the representations of Maiiila merchants, to cause a com-
plete iuvestigation to be made, Aniong modern authorities on the comuierce 
of New Spain, Lerdo de Tejada may be mentioned as one conspicuous for re-
seurcli and with a correct judgment of causes and effects, His Apuntes H'is-
toriros Dr La Hertíica Ciudc l de Vera-Cruz was published in Mexico in 1850, 
ancl besides fumishing a general review of commerce from the conquest until 
after the independence, containsahistorical sketchof eveiits from the history 
of Columbus, and a description of Vera Cruz and the port of San Juan de 
Uhia, In 1853 Lerdo de Tejada publisbed another work on Mexico, entitled 
Commercio Esterior cle Jlexico, which contains tabular forms exhibiting the 
number of vessels entering Mexican ports during the period from 1728 to 
1795, besides other information, The writings of this author are an import-
ant addition to the literature of ^lexico, 

The researches of Huiuholdt which embrace commercial matters uiay be 
considered defective and occusionally inaccurate. Embracing in his calcula-
tions the commerce of all the Spanish American colonies, and basing them 
more particularly upon tlie exports of the precious metals, his deductions are 
too general to afford information in detail relative to the earlier trade of New 
Spain, From the commencement of free trade, however, he lias inade valua-
ble calculations and supplied figures setting forth the values of exports and 
iinpoi ts, with comparative tables exhibiting tlie increase of commerce since 
the removalof the rcstrietions. Es.-,ai Polit., ii, 73.3-8, In his description of 
the highways and roads of Mexico he shows excellent observation and sup-
plies goud suggestions for improvement, 

Correo Jlcrrcuitii ti' Esj:ui<<t y -sus Indias, Madrid, 1792-4, in 4 vols. 
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This work is a commercial monthly periodical, and contains infonnation 
upon the commerce of Spain and lier westem colonies, together with the con-
dition of her trade with the principal cities of Europe, Priees-current, rates 
of exchange, and shipping business appear regularly tn the voluuies, The 
most important information which it affords with regard to Mexico is that 
relating to the freedom of the ports, and the shipping husincss at Vera Criiz, 
Mention is also made of the agricultural condition of various parts of the 
country, and of the culture of certain valuable productions, The rapid 
development of commerce had opened a new literary fielcl whicli demanded 
a special treatment not unworthy of the highest order of .ability. Bishop 
Huet had iii common witli other learued in\-estigators given a dissertation 
on the trade of tlie ancients, in which the middle ages found an exponent 
in loannis Angeiii a Wcrdenhugcn de licbuspublicis IIan<ccdicis Tructafus; 
but these failed to meet the wants of the practical merehant. The well 
arranged maritime history of Morisot was more to liis taste, but it was 
insufficient, ancl had to yield to Richard, 'Traitc (7cncrcd du Commcrcc. A 
still more practical work, and the most valuable so far issucd, is An. fíis-
toricul and Chronologicai Deduction of the Origin of Commerce, London, 1764, 
2 vols, 4to, by Adam Anderson, a clerk of the South .Sea Compaiiy for ahove 
forty years, I ts suecess caused the issue of a new edition in 1787, eulargcd 
to four volumes qiiarto, republishecl iii 1801, Beginning witli the eailiest 
records of the Jews and Greeks, the development of iudustrial arts and 
sciences is reviewed in connection with trade, migration, and colonizatiou, 
at first by centuries, biit soon year by year, Legislative measures, hiiauee, 
treaties, naval operations, and otlier projects affectiug trade are also iu-
cluded, Tlie first voliime closes with the fifteenth century; thc secoiid with 
the seventeenth; the thircl witli 1762; the latter containiug to a gi-eat extent 
the personal observations of the author while connected with mercantile 
affairs. The fourth volume is a continuation by the publishers for tlie period 
176-2-88, hristling with details and statistics, The work is evideutly the 
result of years of labor, and rescarch into obscure as well as standard 
authorities, The earlier period indicates less judgment ancl completeness, 
but afterward it improves greatly, aucl .shows more originality, Tlie waut (.f 
critical skill is a serious fault, and objectious may be made to the abundauce 
of statistical and uiiesseutial details in the text, and to the compilatory form, 
combined with a stilted, prosy stylc. Englaud is uf eourse tlie raain object 
of the work, particularly in the later portions, wherein the spirit of national 
prejudice becomes rather glaring. 

The success of Anderson's work, perhaps, rather than its faults, induced 
David Macpherson in 1805 to issue the Annals of Commerce, JlanuJ'acturcs, 
Fisherics, and Xavig<itioii, 4 vuls, 4to, whereiu he claims to preseiit a comp cte 
revision of tlie former. He recognizes tlie care bestowed by Andersun upon 
the period after the discovery of America, aiid presumes only to pruue it of 
cúmbrous details and odd words, addinghis own comments innotes; hiit tlie 
earlier period he found it uecessary to rewrite. Somewhat over two volumes 
are devoted to tlie revisiou, and tlie remainder tu a history of tlie last forty 
years, formed entirely by himself from official papers and public reports. and 
ignoring altogether the continuation liy the publishers of tlie original work. 'í 
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If Macpherson's endeavor to build u p a reputation upon an esteemed standard 
•workdoes notexactly inspire confidence, yet it must be admitted thatthema-
terial he offers is not -without value, and that his pmning has been of use; 
bu t other expected improvements of method and of style are by no means 
apparent. Altogether it remains a question whether the result warranted so 
bulky an issue, 

The nuraber of books on trade and industries increased rapidly in various 
forms, including not only works on special branches, but cyclopedias, aa 
..l/<( 'ul och's, and the Dictionnutre du Commercuitt; periodical reviews, as 
A,inuairede Commerce Jiaritinie; andgeneral statistical reviews, as Dieterici, 
Stafistii-s of t/ic ZoIIrercin. One of the most thorough books of the latter 
class, comprising the varied phases of indiistries and resources of every 
country is, John Jlacgregor's Commercicd Stafi.<tirs. London, 1844—50, 5 vola, 
4to. As secretary to the English board of trade, of extensive travel, and 
intimate with tlio leading men and institiitions of more tlian one country, he 
bad every facility for obtaining the necessary material and aid for his work, 
and he has certainly showii his ability to raake good use thereof. A sketch 
of pliysieal geography precedes the review ot resources and industries for 
each country, and a series of commercial treatises isappended, 

The importance of the New World, aud the want perceptible in even its 
most complete histories of a statistical report on the growtli of the \'ariou3 
states, induced Macgregor to publish a special, ponderous set on Thr Prog-
ress oj' Americu. London, 1847, 2 vols, 4to, In order to present a thorough 
and satisfactory work he added historic and geographic material to the 
industrial reviews which form the main object. The United States, as the 
most important section, occupies the whole of volume I I , forming one third 
of tlie whole text, while the ten books of volume I are pretty evenly dis-
tributed. The first book gives a re^view of the discovery, conquest, and 
settlement of America in general; I V - V I cover Mexico and Central America; 
and the reraainder, South America, the AntiIIes, and the British possessions, 
including a review of English trade generally with the new world, Macgregor 
published several other works on this subject, chiefly relating to America. 

lu contrast to the practical English treatises on comraerce we now tum to 
a work which in devoting itself to tlie development of trade with distant 
Tegions, ventured upon the innovation of allying philosophy and speculative 
thought to so material a suhject. But it was the era of revolution, and 
beforc the author lay the flattering hope of becoming another Thucy-
dides, the leader in a new literary field. I ts fulfilment lies before us in the 
Hisfoirc Philosoji/ticjvc et Politi<jve des Etablissemens et du Commerce des Eiiro-
ptens </ans les deux Luh s; par (jluillaume Thomas Raynal; first issued at Ge-
néve, 1780, in 5 vols, 4to, and 10 vols, 8vo. The revised edition, Paris, 1820-1, 
•was increased to 12 vols, 8vo, from the author's manuscripts, and from the 

review by Penchet on the progress of the colonies since Piaynal's time. I t r "' 
opens with the Purtiigucse discovery of the sea route to the East Indies, 5if_v. 
and proceeds witli the operations of other nations and the growth of trade in 
this region, including Afriea and China. In Uvre VI is related the discovery 
of America, the conquest of Mexico, and the trade resources of New Spain, 
and in the foUowing parts the progress of conquest and commerce in other 
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portions of Araerica, particularly tn the West Indies and the United States. 
In the îiineteenth livre, forraing volurae X, Raynal concludes his own writing 
with a review of the development of institutions, moral and social, political 
and industrial, in both hemispheres, and their influence upon culture. 

The departure implied in this work Iiacl more than a literary significance; 
it ineant a warfare against social intolerance; and this requircd courage, par-
ticularly in a man mo\-ing in the supercilious, frivolous circles open to Ray- ' 
nal. I t required also ability to face the learaed hosts before him; and i t 
demanded both qualities to undertake researches for so varied a field. The 
result was mauifested alike by tlie applause of philosophers ancl practical iiien, 
and by the condemnation of the church aiicl the govemment, which forced him 
into exile. An acknowledgment of its beauties was conveyed in tlie very 
charge that Diderot's hand was manifest therein; but there is no doubt that , 
whatever the work may owe to liis advice, the elaboratiou is eutirely by 
Raynal, I t exhibits a not uneven form, and a sustained nobility of thought 
and style, which is nevcr obscure, and always attractive, When principles, 
when human riglits are the theme, then alone he breaks somewhat tlie bounda 
of calm re'view, and rising into the dramatic he discloses the Voltairian influ-
ence which has encompassed him, and shows himscU the champion also of the 
negro slave. 

Traiued a Jesuit aud later made an abbé, Raynal had amid his multifarious 
studies imbibed the teachings of Montaigne and Bayle. Becoming a WTÍter i 
from choice as much as frora necessity, he at once attracted the attention 
of critics by the fíistoii-c du Stut/ioiulérat, wherein he rose as one of the 
íirst to corabat the prejudice of the age against trude as a profession, to . 
point out its glories iu tlie Queen of the Adriatic, in thc Vledici family, 
and to demonstrate its influeiice and power in HoUand, in raising a down-
trodden people to a leading nation, while for England it was about to 
create empires. Tlie researches for this subject, aiid the duties in editing for 
Le Jlorurc, chained hiiii iiiore and more to commercial interests, while tlie 
companionship of Rousseau and kindred spirits raised liim above the rauk of j 
mere uarrator, and iustilled a philosophic spirit whieh soon evolvcd the 
Histoire Phihsophique. Beforc fleeing from l'aris to Genoa he had threo ,• 
copies of it printed, to be submitted to friends and critics for suggestionsand 
improvements. The perfecting process occupied hiin after its puhlication tiU ,' i 
his death iu 1796, at the age of ahout 83. England showed her appreciation ! 
of tlie work hy a translation, in 1783, which was several times republished. j i 
Raynal left among other uotes a Ilistoire Philosoj>hiqur, t tc, dcs cfablissemtnts 
da)is l'Aj'rique Sepfnitrioncde, which Penchet enlarged aud issued in 1826, in ,1 , 
2 vols. 8vo; and which should form a part of the greater work. 

A fuUer list of authorities consulted is the following: Ordenes de la 
Corona, MS., iii, 45-8; vi. 34, 64-5, 79-85; Cedulario, MS., L 155-6, 
246-8; iU. 62-3, 176; Coi/ollfdo, fíisf. Yitc, 548-51; Ccdlc, Jlrm. y Xot., 
36-8. 160-1, 183; Azunzn. 'Ynstrucciou, MS., 71-5, 1I-2-I4, 141-57; Vd'a-.Scitor, 
Thcatro, i, 49-50; Revilla Cigrdo. In.<f,-uc, MS., i. 119-14. 321-64; u. 354-60, 
48()-7; Id., Bandos, nos. xv. xix. xIL-IxxL; Puga, Cedulario, 10, 113-14, 
175-6, 195-6; Vireyes de Jítx., Instrtic. ^IS., 5; Jlonuiiicnfos Domin. Esj)., •! 
MS., 92, 107-8; Concilio Pi'oc Jltx., MS., L 108-17, 341-60; Providenckiê ^ 
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Reales, MS.. 30-49, 89, 102-5, 212-14, 244-7, 288-90; Pacheco and Cdrdenas 
CoL Doc, V. 421; vi, 298-314, 343; xu. 142-51; xiU, 200-1; Reaks Ordencs, 
iu, 73-432; iv, I-.56, 377-9; vL 88-116; viu, 190-1, -295-3-28; x, 315-16; 
Pane<, Extcnsion V. Cruz, MS., 211-61; EJidos de Jlexico, MS., 78; Col. Doc 
Incif, xxi. 467-9, 488-9, 50-2-4; Brancifo,te, Listruc, MS,, 9-10; Linares, 
Insfruc, INIS,, 8-12; Ph'diji'inas, Exto. Ilist. Comer., 15-29, 123-3-28; Payno, 
Rentas Gcnrrales, pp, vii,-x. 206-311; Recop. de Indias, i. ii. iiL, passim; 
Rcalcs, Ccdu.'us, M8. , i, 83-8, 100, 172; ii, 44-50, 1-23-30; Oviedo, fíist. Cni., 
iii, 556; Jlontemayor, Svmurios, 35, 125-49; V'tllarroel, Justa Repulsa, MS., 
1-216; CrrfiJicacion dr las JLe'rcedes, MS., 90-1; Cancelada, liuinn de N. 
Esp., 14, passiin; Roblcs, Diu,-io, i. iL, passim; Amcrica, De.scrip., MS., 141-
205, 16-2-3; Ternavx-Comjiuns, s6rie i, tom, x. 451-70; sc'rie ii. tom. v. 191-2, 
237-44, 3-29; Guijo, L, passim; Soc Jlex. Geog., Boletin, ii, 17, 23-31; iu. 
3-25-38; iv. 18; ix, 89; /( / , , 3ra ep, i, -254-5, 788-94; Rivera, Ilist. Julupu, i, 
144, 184-6; /( / , , Gobernantcs de JIcx., i. 99, 137, 140, passira; Gaz. Jlex., i. 
u. iiL, passiin; iv. 410, 4-28-9; v. 10 et seq.; vL, passira; ix., 10-42, 161-300; 
X. 125, 354-78; xi. 39, 97 et seq.; xii.-xiv., passiin; Disposiciones Varias, 
MS., i. 18-40, 77; u. 1-4; ui. 4-2-5, 97; Antunez, Jlem. Comei'cio, 21-27, 36-
330; Jiayrr's Jlcx. Aztec 230, 249-50, 260-74; u. 98; Correo Jlerc. Esj>,, i. 
50-1; u. 6, 15, 96-7, 143-4; iiL 5, I I - I2 , 35-7; iv. 33-2-3, 445, 598, 621-2; 
BtJniu, liecop., i. I I I e t seq . ; ii, 64, 71-86, 15.3-62; Noticioso Ccn., 17 Xov. 
1817, 2-3; Lirdo de J'rjadu, Comercio Est., 1-2-15, passim; Sanchrz, Pticb. 
Sa/rad. Prof, 41-63; Barbachano, JLem. C'umj^., 1-2-13; Ward's Jlex., i. 63, 
130-32; u, 10, 15, 49; Arrillaga, Recop. 1820, 378-428, 534-92; LL, Informe, 
12; Zamora, Bib. Leg. Vct., u. 432, 528-33; v, 21-35, 306-13, 394; Calt:o, 
A>iniiics Il'L.<t., i. 131; ii, 205-9; Orczco y Bei'ra, Cartog. Jlex., 180-1; Vic /i'ro 
UnifcrsaL xxvii. 5, 67, 206-12, 243-6; Salmon's Jlodern Hist., iu, 216^19; 
irr(//^>, Jlex. cmtl Ce,U. Am., 95-116; Wrst Inclies, Geog. und Il'ist., 136-7; 
Pi/:cs Exjiloratory Trav., 375-6; Ortcz, Yrudes JLex., 376-7; Id., Rrsum.rn 
E<tud., 79-86; IValton's Spanish Coionies, iL 174; /(/., Exposé, 428; Diario 
JIcx., i. 19-20, 40, 250-1, 348; u, 99-100; iv. 130, 219, 275-87; v. 1-2, 214, 
274-86; vL 344; vii. 87-94, 262; viiL 40, 136, 531-3; x, 624; xi. 647-50; xii. 
483; Jlex. Lcgi<I. Jlej., 1851, 231-4; Spanish Empire inAm., 118-26, 279-
306; Alrnnan, fíist. ÍJLeJ., i. 28 c t seq . ; iu. 3-2-38; ]V'ill'te, Xoticia Ilur., 2, 
9-19; Corfrz, Diario E:cp. 1820, i. .346; iu, 6, 11-12; iv, 291; Jlétodo para 
despachur Gcdeon Fel'ipinas, i. 259; Pup. Var., xxxi. 3; li, 3; clxiv, 97-104, 
134; clxxxvi, 15-17; ccxv, 3; Zumacois, fíist. JicJ., v. 413 et seq.; vi. 130, 
180; vii. 149; x. 1-290; Jiora, Rcrue Jlex., 1S2-A, 214-41, 387; / '/., Ohras 
Sueltos, i. 90-2; fíumboIiiL J'Jsscú PoL, i. 15, 1-20, 231, 243; u, 4-25, 449, 663-
778, 826, 849-66; Id., Tablas Estad., Í*IS., 4-2-6; Id., ]'e,-such, iv. -2,-)()-430; 
V. 116-20; /( / . , Xew Spain, iv. 138, -281, .363-9; Dicc Univ., i. 53; v. 206-14; 
viu, 624-8, 666-7; x, 731-2, 8I-2-I4, 1014-25; Bustcnnante, Cuad. Ilist., iv, 
67-76; P'm/certon's Jlodern Gcog., iiL 211-12, 221-9; /(/., GoIL Voy., v. 470-81, 
490-4; xiii, 858-9; Young's Ilist. Jlex., 62; Garranzu. Geog. Descrip., 1'2-I7, 
23; Burncys D'tscoc Sovth Seu, u. 346-9; Dillon's llist. JLex.. 109-10; Lare-
naiuHtre, Mrx. et Guat. 259-64; Dtihlan y Lozano, Leg. Jiex., i. 36, 67; 
Ogilljifs Amer' :a, 283; iJemocrcd'ic lirvinr, i. 268; De Bercy, L'Europe, i. 
141-3; Lunj.sdorjf, ]^oy., ii. 208; Ei Ticmpo, 199; Pulafoxy Jleniioza, \'cnerab. 
Sciior, 4, 5; Fonseca y C^rufia, liecd Ilnr., i. 313 et scq.; F,-'isch, Staaten von 
JIcx., 5; Gcdvun, T'icrras, 47-8; Lacintzn, Discursos Ilisf., xxxvi. 529; Ocios 
L'sjiun. Emigrud., vi. 340; Bourboin-g, L'lsthne Teh., 8; Conder's Jlex. and 
Gvcd., 51, Í38; Xueva Esjxmlu, Acuerdos, MS., 260-1; G z'ta, Gob. Jíex., 
1-22 et seq.; Gut/tric's Un'iv. Geog., i. 395; Alvaren, Estwlios, iiL 437; Burke's 
Europ. Settlc, i. 232-8; Gu.ia de Llac, ii. 69-108; WiIso>i's JLex., 19-20; 
Wiiit'rhotham's Il' t. of U. S., iv, 112-13; Guerra, Rev. N. L'sp., i. 177-8; 

ii. 625-9; Jia'-pher.<ons Annals of Gom., i. 674-7; iU. 402; Diario JicrrcuitU 
dr Vera Cruz, 50.3-6-20; JiuIIer, RCtscn in Jlex., iu, 437-44, 7-20-37; Squier's 
JiSS., xxii. 84; Zavala, Rev. JIcx., 27-67: Linage's Spanish Ruk of Tratle, 
227, 266-7; Bidwell's Panamá, 68, 72, 
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INCOME. 

THE treasury department of Nevv Spain may be 
said to have been organized early in 1524, with Cortés 
as governor and captain-general, vvhen Bodrigo de 
Albornoz was appointed as contador, Gonzalo de 
Salazar as factor, Âlonso de Estrada as treasurer, and 
Pedro Almindez Chirinos as inspector of smelting 
works. The interference of these officials in guberna-
torial affairs, and their assumption of prerogatives not 
rightly appertaining to the treasury, led to the estab-
lishment of a more thoroughly organized department ^ 
which, as occupation progressed and the sourccs of i 
revenue increased, became enlarged by the creation, ! 
from time to time, of different branch departments at 
the ports, and in all imjjortant districts. From 1528 
to the end of the eighteenth century, laws in great 
number were passed describing the duties and cur-
tailing the independent action of the royal officers of 
the treasury, providing against fraudulent practices, 
and protecting in every way the interests of the crown. 
If a cédula was issued which became inoperative, it ^ 

(651 ; 
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was repeated; if an order proved ineffectual, it was 
revised. 

The treasury department as fully organized was 
composed of three principal officers,the factor, auditor, 
and treasurer. Each of these chiefs, together with 
an escribano, had under him three officials who may 
be denominated the first, second, and third book-
keepers, and attached to the department was a num-
ber of emjjloycs, such as scriveners, whowere occupied 
in despatching the business of the tribunal of royal 
officers,^ and tha t of the various outside branches 
responsible to it.^ 

AU the important affairs of each department were 
conducted by a tribunal of the royal officers who held 
their sessions weekly in the presence of the audiencia, 
or, where there was no audiencia, before the gov-
ernor of the district. Their duty was to direct the 
management of the royal treasury; and in the collec-
tion of the revenue these courts had absolute jurisdic-
tion, each tribunal being confined to its own district. 
Dur ing the sixteenth century the power of the royal 
officers was great. They opened in session the king's 
despatches to governors; could address the king con-
jointly or severally; viceroys and audiencias were or-
dered to put no impediment in their way; justices and 
alguaciles mayores were instructed to carry out their 
orders in all matters concerning the treasury, and in 
their court sessions their vote was final. Bu t later 
the power of these courts was greatly curtailed,^ and 
controlled by the audiencia and the higher Tribunal y 
Audiencia de Cuentas.* 

1 The tribunal de los oficiales reales of the city of Mexico was coraposed of 
five members, namely, the three chiefs of the treasury mentioned in the text 
and tlie contador de tribiitos y alcabalas. ViUa-Se,~ior, Theatro, i. 39. 

^ h];irly in the I7th century tliere was a royal coffer and branch departraent 
a t each of the followtng places, namely: the city of Mexico, Vera Cruz, Aca-
pulco, San Luis de Potosí, Guanajuato, Pachuca, Guadalajara, Durango, and 
]\Ierida ta Yucatan. Recop. de Ind., iL 451, The first two treasury depart-
ments were those of the city of Mexico and Vera Cruz. 

3 Rrcop. de Ind., ii, 419-25, 
* This court was established by Felipe I I I . in 1605, as a further check upon 

the officials of the treasury departraent. Recop. de Irui., ii. 385. At first i t 
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That the reader may form some idea of the jcal-
ousy vvith which the crown attempted to guard 
against fraud or peculation, and of the methods by 
which dishonest officials might appropriate funds of 
the treasury, I shall mention a few of the multitudi-
nous laws issued for the protection of the revenue. 

Treasury officials vvore strictly prohibited from en-
gaging in commercial or business enterprises of any 
kind.^ They could not vvork niines, nor vvere their 
sons, brothers, or near relatives allowed to do so. 
AII public appointments, such as those of corregidor 
and alcalde ma^^or, vvere closed against them aiid all 
near relatives, nor could they hold Indians m ciicomi-
enda. The royal safe had three scparate locks with 
different keys, one of which was in the keeping of 
each of the three chiefs of the department, while the 
door of the office in which the coffer was deposited 
was similarly fastened, so tha t all three officials vvere 
compelled to be present at the opening and closing of 
both the room and the strong-box.^ Bestrictions fol-
lowed restrictions; royal officers were even forbiddcn 
to marry the daughters or sisters of contadores de 
cuentas,^ nor were their ovvn sons and daughters al-
lowed to intermarry during the lifetime of their jjar-
ents; and lastly, nejjotism was so strictly guarded 
against tha t no relative of a treasury officcr vvithin 

was composed of three auditors of accounts, two auditors of balance-sheets— 
contadores dc resultas—and tworoyal officers 'para quc ordenen las cuentas, 
que se hubieren de tomar,' //)((/. At a later date this court was enlarged 
aud comprised the three coutadores, an alguacil mayor, six contadores de 
resiiltas, four ordenadores, twc ve contadores supemumerarios, aud au escri-
bano real. The accounts of all thebrauches of tlie treasury department were 
passed through this tribunal, Vetancurt mforins us that at its sessions the 
three contadores were seated with the royalaudiencia ' y e n s u Tribunal gozan 
de Se oria,' Trat. C'iud. Jlex., 30. In ViIIa-Se or's tirae further changes had 
been made. Theatro .\mer., i. 38. 

^ Jiontemayor, Svmurio, 248. This prohihition was frequently ignored, 
The officials of the royal treasiiry at San Luis Potosí comraitted so many irreg-
ularities by employing the king's money in mercantile transactions tliat his 
Majesty in 1650 ordered it to be closed for a time. Rivera, Gob. de Jlex., i. 
181-2. 

8 No one of the officials coulcl surrender his key to either of his colleagues 
unless iUness or other justifiable cause prevented him actingin person, Recop. 
de Ind., ii. 431, 452. See Hist. Gent. A„i., vol, i, this series. 

^ Members of the tribunal y audiencia de cuentas. 
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t he fourth degree of consanguinity and second degree 
of affinity could hold a position in the same depart-
ment with himself^ 

Moreovcr the laws which regulated the duties of 
the royal officers were equally stringent. All bonds 
and socurities had to be received by the officials con-
jointly. They had to attend, in company with an 
oiclor, the jjublic auctions of all goods pertaining to 
the crown; if their accounts wcre not rendered in time 
their salai cs were vvithheld; drafts on the treasury 
drawn even by the viceroy, or president and oidores, 
could not be honored unless they were supported by 
a sjjecial order from his Majesty;^ the officers could 
not absent themsclves from their posts without per-
mission of the viceroy, nor return to Spain without 
tha t of the king. Any dereliction of duty was in most 
cases punishable by loss of jjosition. 

Nevertheless legislation availed not to prevent 
abuscs; a study of the laws jjassed during a long 
jjcriod of time reveals the fact tha t fraudulent and 
irrcgular practices continually prevailed, ancl event- tl v 
ually the royal treasury in New Spain was placed »d 
under the absolute control of the viceroy as superin- froni 
tendent, no appeal being allowed against his decision nuâl 
oxcept directly to the crown.^'' Bu t it is time to con- CODÎ. 

sider the various sources from vvhich the kings of T 
Spaiii derived their revenue in the Mexican provinces. ^a? 

ti , 
The earliest recorded collection of revenue in Nevv 

Spain was made cluring the captivity of Montezuma, 
and several rcniittances were sent to the mother coun-
try during the first years of occupation excejjt in 1523; 
but in 1524 the sum transmitted amounted to nearly 
one hundred thousand pesos. From this tinie rcmit-
tances to Spain declined somewhat for several decades, 

^Reales ('idulas, MS., ii. 1.33, 134; Ordcncs de la Corona, MS., i. 133. 
' By cédula of 1539 the viceroy's drafts on the treasury were ordered to be 

paid, the officers advising the king uf the same. But iu 1569 this was coun-
termaudcd. Jlontonayor, Svmurio, 249, 250. 

^^Ii''(dcs Ccdulus, MS., ii. 221-2; Disjiosicioncs Wirias, i. f. 53. 
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until about the middle of the century when they grad-
ually increased.^^ Dur ing the first few years of the 
colonial period the principal source of royal revenue 
was tr ibute money, and as this was partly paid by per-
sonal services no very correct estimate of the treasury 
receipts at tba t time can be formed.^^ B u t at an early 
date measures were adopted by the crown to ensure 
a better administration of this department, and an 
increase of revenue. Branches were established in 
the principal towns^^ to facilitate collection, and in- ' 
structions issued for the guidance of officials.^* A s the 
revenue increased in value and importance, and the 
sources from v. hich it was derived multiplied, fresh 
lavvs were repeatedly jjromulgated, more departments 
created, and a vast financial policy developed. N o 
jjossible opportunity of drawing wealth into the royal 
exchequer was thrown away; and luxuries, industries, 
and vices were alike made to contribute their quota ^ 
to fill the royal coffers; So numerous were the rncans 
employed tha t at the end of the eighteenth centui-y 
the various sources from which the rental w âs derived :; 
numbered more than sixty, and during the period 
from 1522 to 1804 yielded $1,940,000,000, or an an- íî 
nual average of $6,830,986.^^ The proceeds fluctuated 
considerably during the above named years. 

The earliest impost which was paid in New Spain 
was the royal fifth of the net value of all gold, silver, | 
tin, quicksilver, or other metals obtained froni mines. 

\, 
^^Albornoz, Carta, in Icazbalceta, Col. Doc, i. 501-2; Pacheco &nd Cárde- . ' 

nas, Col. Doc, xii, 352-62; J'ernaux-Compans, série i, tom, x, 451, t ! 
^^Chúves, Respuesta, MS., in Squirr's JISS., xviii, 3-6, F' 
^̂  In April 1528 the king established the following towns as cabeceras: the , | 

city of Mexico, Tezcuco, Zamachula, Zacatula, Zempoalla, Tehuantepec, 
Tututepec, Tlascala, Vibtzilan in Michoacan, Acapulco, and Cuilapan, Puga, 
Ceduiario, 27. 

^*A decree was issued May 16, 1527, enjoining officials not to compel any 
person to pay twice an indebtedness to the treasury. The duties of the con • 
tador and treasurer were then defined, Another decree of June 5, 1528, 
prescribed that payments made into the royal treasury should neither be to 
the prejudice of the person paytng nor to that of the king. Recop. de Ind., ii, 
465-9. Nor were the royal officers permitted to farm land or engage in any 
business contract under penalty of a fine of 10,000 maravedís. JloiUemayor, 
Svmarios, 248. J 

'^A^oííc. de E.sp., in Soc JLex. Geog., ii. 30. f 
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This duty was established in the Indies by royal 
cédula of the 5th of February, 1504, and was paya-
ble by all vassals and residents in the domains of the 
crown.^^ I n order to secure the collection of this tax 
an inspector of mines was appointed at an early date, 
and in 1528 royal officers were required to be present 
at the smelting of gold. This fifth on gold was 
found in some instances to be discouraging to mining 
enterprises, and the king caused it temporarily to be 
reduced to one tenth, vvhich concession vvas extended 
from time to t ime." After a variety of changes the 
tax was reduced in the last half of the eighteenth 
century to three per cent on gold, and eleven per 
cent on silver. This caused a considerable increase 
to the revenue, and in the twenty-five years from 
1765 to 1789 inclusive, the amount collected was 
$43,641,468.' ' 

Alinost contemporaneous with the establishment 
of the royal fifth impost was tha t of the Indian 
tribute. The surrender of Montezuma to the crown 
of Castile made both him and his former subjects 
vassals of the king of Spain, and indeed that unfor-
tunate monarch sent valuable presents to Cárlos V. in 
token of his recognition of him as his sovereign. Ac-

^̂  The royal fifth -was also paid on all treasures and treasure trove. On 
June 19, 1540, a royal cédula was issued, enjotntng the strict collection of it 
on all trcasure captured in war, discovered in gravcs or clsewhere, or received 
as ransom. Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xix, 59-63. Cortés in 1552 
appointcd officers to coUect this revenue. Fonseca and Urmt'ia, lieal fíac, 
i. 1-5, 

'̂ In 1572 the duty on silver was reduced to one tenth for six years. Id., 
i. 16. Duriiig the uext two centuries a great number of cédulas were issued 
relative to tliis duty, and for the encouragement of mining, 

i^Id,, i. 43, In the single year of 1798 the yield amounted to $2,230,945. 
Xotic X. Esj,., in Soc JIcx. Geog., ii, 25, Connectcd with this branch of the 
revenue werc tlie assay offices, which were established in the Indies by royal 
cédula of September 14, 1519, Recop. de Ind., ii, 75-7, and in 1522 were made 
vendible, The proceeds of these offices thus depended on the conditions of 
sale, and regulations enacted. For melting, assaying, and stamping, one and 
a half per cent was ordered to be charged by royal cédula of June 5, 1552, 
which was renewed tn 1619, /( / , , 79. The systera of selling this source of 
revenue proved unprofitable owing to fraud, and in 1783 it was incorporated 
with the crown administration; during the following sevenyearsit yieldedthe 
small net amount of $27,375. Fonseca and Urmtia, fíisL Real. Hac, i. 45-51. 
In the year 1798, however, the net proceeds araounted to 47,944 peaos. Soc. 
Mex. Geog., ii. 25. 
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cordingly orders were issued on the 25th of October, 
1522, requiring payment of tribute to be made to 
the royal treasury officer. This tax vvas discharged 
either by the payment of a sum of money and coiitri-
butions in kind, or by labor which was cmployod on 
public vvorks and buildings, and in the cultiv^ation of 
plantations. The amount paid was regulated by tho 
quality of the soil cultivated by the Indians, ancí con-
sequently varied in differcnt distiicts, thc land bcing 
appraiscd by the corregiclores or sworn commissionc s. 
Those tovvns vvhich clid not j)crtain dircctl}' to the 
crown paid the tr ibute to the respective encomendcros,''' 
who in turn paid to the officers of the crovvn the 
royal fifth.^'^ 

A t first the impost levied upon the Indians was 
probably the samc as tha t paid to Montezuma, namely, 
one third of all producc, or an equivalent vvholly or 
in par t in the jjrocious nictals; but it soon bocame ovi-
dent tha t so oppressive a tribute could not be borno, 
and reductions and exemptions were roj)oatedly made-' 
during the period froin 1550 to tho close of tho 
eighteenth century, vvhen the tax whicli gonorally jirc-
vailed was about tvvo j^osos and a quarter j)or aniiuin." 

Meanvvhile the importanco of this source of rt'vonue 
was such, and the increase of busincss in the troasurv 
department became so great, tha t in 1597 a gencral 

'*The encomendcros, however, were in the habit of exacting a higher trib-
ute than that at w hicli thc land w ;is assessed, and on the 30tli of May, 1535, 
the king ordered the viccroy not to permit such exactions. J'onjuctnada, iii. 
260-1, This cédula was confirmed in 1549 aiid I55I, 

^"The viceroy in 1537 writing to tlie kiug says that therc liad heen mueh 
neglect in compelling the encomcnderos to pay tlic kiiig's fifth on trihute jiaid 
in gold, and that it was his iiitention to euforce the puynieiit. Pac/ieco and 
Cârdcnas, Col. Doc, ii. 207-8, In 1569 there were in Xew Spain 155 alcal-
días mayores, tlie tribute of which to tlie crown alone amounted iu 1570 to 
326,403 pesos; and iii the following year that of the crown pueblos produced 
83,553 pesos, besides 37,776 fanegas of niaize and a large number of loads 
of cochtneal, cacao, wheat, fish, honey, clothing, and poultry, Fonseca and 
Urrufia, Ilist. Real IIuc, i. 416, This produce wus sold at auction iu the 
respective towns before an oidor aucl the fiscal of the audiencia, In 153(> 
orders were issuecl forbidding these officers to send deputies to represent theim 
Puga, Gedulurio, 102, I I I . 

^^ConsuIt IIi,st. Jiex., vol, i, 153—4, tliis series, 
" Ilurnboldt, E,ssai PoL, i. 104-5. This tribute asregards Indians, negroes, 

mulattoes, and others was abolished in 1810. Disposic Var., ii, f, 6. 
HisT. M E X . , V O L . III. i-2 
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auditors ' office for the united management of Indian 
tr ibutes and the quicksilver branch was established 
by Viceroy Monterey. In 1651, howevcr, the two 
branches were disconnected, and the contadoría de 
tributos became a distinct department, with an admin-
istrator genoral at the head whose jurisdiction ex-
tended over all Nevv Sjjain.^^ 

The noxt productivo impost introduced into Nevv 
Spain was the alcabala,'^* or excise, collected upon afl 
salable commoditics. This duty had its origin in 
Sj)ain,at vvhat date is uncertain; but in. l342,and for 
a loiig pcriod aftervvard, the right of collecting it was 
j)orio(*lically conceded by the cortes to diffcrent Spanish 
monarchs to defray oxpenses of war, till finally it be-
(\-amo a fixod source of revenue. In 1558 Philip I I . 
aftor consultation v;ith his councillors decided tointro-
duco the alcabala into the Indios, and in 1568 issued 
a i'oyal cédula to the viceroys ordering it to be estab-
lished in Peru and New Spain.'-^ Some dclaj^ however, 
occurred in the formation of a tariff, and the organ-
ization of the department; nor was it before October 
1574 tha t the viceroy Mart in Enriquez issued his 
pro(3lamation, specifying in detail the articles to be 
taxed.^*' On the 27th of November following he ap-
pointed Gordian Casasano, secretary of the audiencia, 

'•̂^ V'dla-Scitor, Tcutro Amer., i. 45; Fonseca aud Urrutia, llisf. Real. 
Anirr., i. 419, 424. The proceeds of tliis trihute in all New Spain paid into 
the ruv;il treusury duriug tho ycars 1765 to 1778 inclusive amounted to 
$; 11,345,-2-24, and for the years 1779-1789, §8,4,38,704. LL, 451, lu 1798 tlie 
ne ta inonnt MUS ,S1 ,214 ,217 . Xofic. <tc X. E.<}>. in ,Soc. Jltx. (toj., 25. 

^̂  Different opinions exist concerning the origin of the word ulcabala. 
Tlie .Viahiun ul-cabálu, miicli uscd among the Arahs, meantng adjudic;itiou 
of certain land, or aiiy othcr uljjcct, through a tax or tribute which it was 
obligatory to pay to the royal treasury; later it hecaine tlic nanie of the tax 
itself. Glosario, i\\ Curtusde Indias, 87,5-4. Frora tlie Arabicc 'xí/ít or caí)efe, 
signifying to reccive, to coUcct, to dcliver. Jlon ri and JUrnfel y (Ja,suiJct ittte, 
i. '29'2. From the Ilebrew verb caral, to receive, or perhaps from the Latin 
(/ahtjiu, hy wliicli the Romans understood duties on sales. Escriche, D'icc 
Lcgis. Jvris., 118. In our own language c/aie/, tax, custom, duty, from the 
Anglu-Saxou gafel, and Gotliic (/'ihan, to give; the German Ahgábe. A prev-
aleiit Spanish notion is that tlie v\ ord is derived by corruption from al que 
rala; that is, algo que vultja, something of import; the expression being used 
•when the côrtes were lei^uested to provide necessary funds for the royal 
treasury, 

Consult Recop. delnd., ii, 498, 
^^' Desde luego quedaron por entonces exentos los indios, las iglesias y las 

file:///-amo
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to the offico of auditor and superintendcnt-general of 
the new department,-' instructing hini at tl ' sanie 
time to appobit receivers in each district, and coin-
mence the collection of the duties on the Is t of Jan-
uarv 1575.-' 

Henceforward this impost under the ever Avatchful 
eyes of the grasping kings of Spaiii increased in pro-
ductiveness to the crovvii and added greatly to the 
burdens of the inhabitants of Nevv Spain. TÍic small-
est articles of nierchandise and tho commonest noccs-
saries of life, as they passcd from one ov\ nca* to another, 
were taxed ovor and over ag^ain. Foreiíîn ofoods, home 
productions, tho fruits of the soil, nativo jjroduce of all 
kinds,^^ landed proporty, sold or even leased, in time 
all canic within the reach of the elastic alcabala. 
The two jjcr cont first exacted vvas doubled and 
trobled. I n the docado 1601 to 1610 the yiold in the 
]\roxican department alone was 2,671,190 j^osos; tli.at 
of the decade 1781 to 1790, 13,575,528 pesos. The 
total amount which tliis tax yicldcd in the vvhole 
kingdom cluring 1780 to 1789 was 34,022,552 j^osos, 
giving a not profit of 31,302,941 joesos. In the siiigle 
year 1798 the total amount of this imjjostwas 2,765,-
217 jjcsos, with not jjroceeds of 2,352,235 j)Csos, or 
nearly ten times the mean annual receipts during the 
first named decade.^° 

Nor was the alcabala the only impost to vvhich 
internal trade was subject; the jDcage, or transit diies 
which were levied upon g(Jods on their transj^ortation 
from certain jjlaces to others, still furtber increasod 
the price of commodities. The effect of this grievous 

personas eclesiasticás, en lo qiie no vendiesen ni cambiasen por vía de negoci-
acion.' Foitscccifmd Urrntia, Ilist. Rcal. Ilac, ii. 7. 

^' Casasano gave bonds in the siim of 30,000 dueados de Castilla, equivaleut 
to 41,2.50 pesos. His salary was fixecl at 1,875 pesos per annum, LL, 8. 

'^"The duty first imiioscd was two per cent on all articles huuL^ht and sold, 
until the king ordcred otherwise. Jfontemayor, iSnuurios t/c ('i i/tilus, 237. 

'̂•*By a cédula of Septcinhcr 23, 1588, the tax was imposed upon the Iiid-
ians who were made tu jiuv alcabala on fruits, produce, an,l merchandise of 
the coiintry. Fon.sccu nml Urriitia, Ilist. lieal. Hac,i\\. 176. 

30 Fonscrn and Urrtttiu. Ilisf. licaf fíuc, ii. 93-4; Xotic de X. E<ji., in 
Soc. Jícx. (Ji'Oj., ii. '25. 
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system is obvious. Internal trade was cramped, manu-
íacturing and agricultural industries were fettered, and 
inolination to undertake local enterprises was choked.'^ 

Biit tho purchasers of imported goods paid still 
iiiore highly for the satisfaction of their wants or 
luxuries, Tho (dmojarifazgo,^^ or custom duty, vvas 
charged on all mcrchandise entering or leaving the 

'^ Rules and regulations affecting the management of the excise de-

Î
artment v ere incess;intly issued, From amoug the numerous laws passed 
select a fcw, ('ulored people, though puying tribiitc, were not e.xcmpt 

from alculialu. This order was passed in 1653. Jiontcmayor, Ordenanzus, f, 
1, v;ii\\ Jlonft hUtjor, Svinarios de C<:ditlas. The tax was not to be coUected 
on sales, the pro( ceds of wliieh weic to be devoted to religious purposes, 
A, D, 1722; iior up,iii pio]icrty suhl for division among heirs, A, D, 1735, Pro-
rid'i 'itts Reulcs, IMS., 144-5, 223-5, In some districts the alcabalaused to 
be faimecl out ; in 1776 this systcm was discontinued and tlie coUection niade 
on the king's account, Disjiosic. ]'c(rins, i. î. 53. In 1777 an order was passed 
prohibitiug Icu-cs of 10 ycars ur upwurd, iinless tlie same alcabala was paid 
as if the pro])crty wcre sold. Town luts sohl for building purposes were 
suhjcct to half tlie alcaba'a duty. Reai Ccdula, Aug. 21, 1777, pp. 1-3, 
Tax siiits could only bc admittcd ou appeal when tlicy rclated to money 
returnahlc. Royal ccídula of May 22, 1700. I'rovidcncias RcuJrs, MS., 27-34. 
Iudians to be exeuipted wheu siiffering from epidemics. Id., 197-9, Royal 
inagnaiiimitj' was also extended to puupers aud travelling iioor who sold 
'maiz, graiios, y semiUas. . .para provision de los Pueblos,' Ptcop cle Ind., 
ii. 5u2. Churchcs, monasteries, prelates, and ecclesiastics were also exempt 
frum ulcahala 'de lus ventas que hicieren de sus bienes;' but if any other 
article wus sold tlie tax hud to be paid. Ib. In 1796 a tax of 15 per cent 
wus urdeicd to be paid on all pro];eity trausferred. Ceduiario, MS., iii. f, 
129-32, Sun Ildefonso, Aug. 21, 1777. The king this day forbids in his 
dominions leases of 10 years or upward unless they pay the atcuhula the saiue 
as if the property weie sold. Towu lots sold for building dwelliug-houscs or 
othcr edií ces ndoiniiig towns to puy lialf the alcabala duty, lieul Cédula, 
Aug. 1-21, 1777, pp. 1-3. 

'^ Al iq/urife, or almoxurij'c, was the name anciently applied to the col-
lector of tiie king's i evenue, I t is derived from tlie Arabic word al-mochrif, 
meaning iiispcctor, au officer who coUected the duties lcvded by thc Moors at 
tlic ports of Andalusiu, In Ncw .Spain this custom duty was ordcred to be 
collectcd ;is early as 1522, under tlie name of alraojarifazgo, Tlie duty first 
chargcd upoii iraported articles of coniiiierce wus sevcn and a half per cent. 
At a later date it vus fixed at two and a lialf, three, five, seven, and fifteen 
j r cent, accunling to the quality of goods aud the place whence they were 
shipjied. Cl'is'ifio, in ('urtiis dr Indias, 874, In 1566, Philip II , confirnicd 
former royal c'dulus, and made the impost on merchandise miportcd from 
Sjiuin teii ]i( r c ciit on the niarket value in Ncw Spain, Two and a half per 
eent was unh led to be paid on exports, acl valorem, at place of shipment. 
(Jii reshipmcnts of Spanish goods to other parts of America, no duty was 
charged, but if they were again similarly reshipped, five per cent had to be 
paid upon the differeuce between their market value in Spaiii and at the 
place of destination, AII such duties were only payable in specie. This 
ci'dula was reiterated in November 1591, and in August 1613. Jlontemayor, 
Sfiiturios tle las Céditlas, ff. 2 5 1 ^ . At the close of the eighteenth century, 
the rate of duties Icvicd at Vera Cruz on different classes of merchandise 
varied from two and a half per cent to twenty per cent. Fonseca and Urrutia, 
fíist. Real llac, v. 59. 

liile 
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ports of the colony. During the sovon yoars from 
1785 to 1791 the rcccipts at tbe custom-house of Vcra 
Cruz amountcd to $3,185,192; those at Acaj)uIco, f ir 
the five years 1786 to 1790 inclusivo, to $660,532; 
while the total rocoipts in all the ports for tho siu'^Ie 
year 1798 were $242,968. In the early period of the 
colonial history tho principal oxports at the port of 
Vora Cruz were aguardiente, dyes, and gold and srlvor 
bullion. A lottor of instructions to the royal offi-
cers stationed there was issued on the 12th of July, 
1530. I t was also provided tha t one of the crovvn 
officers at jMexico, undor wliose suporintendence cus-
tom-house affairs wcro j)laccd, should rosido at Vora 
Cruz, in ordor to ajjpraiso morcliandiso.^^ Part icular 
diroctions woro issuod to orovont fraud aiid .smuo--
gling, and the penalty of death and tbrfoiture of goods 
was proclaimod against all porsoiis illegall}' oxporting 
gold or silvor,"^ 

From olcl documents of the jjort of Acapulco tliere 
apjjears to ha\ e been stationed there a j)aymastor who 
kejjt the accounts in connection vvith tlio building of 
vcssols and the payment of workmen's wagos, as also 
thosc of seamen employecl in voyagos of discovory. 
The almojarifazgo, hovvevor, was not colloctod until 
1574. In 1597 royal ortlors vvere issued rolativo to 
the managoment of this j)ort, thc vicoroy A^clasco, 
howcver, Iiaving alroady iii 1593 givoii instructioiis 
to the factor, The substanco of thoso leno'tliv ordors 
was to the effect tha t tlio tactor sliould rosido at 
Acapulco, and make a summary of tho arrival of all 
vessols and morchancliso froni the Philijjjjinos; pay 
into his jMajosty's treasury all monoys rcceivod:^^ at-

' ^The queen regent iu April 1533 ordered the audieucia to in\estigate 
the practiec of royal officials takiug merchandise from importers at appraise-
ment rates, This was defrauding thc royul tiensury, and the oidorcs were 
instructed to report on the matter, Pt ja, Cedvlurio, 87. In I5.')6 the treas-
ury otficials were ordered to provide a strong box witli three keys, at Vei;b 
Cruz, for tlie money derived from tlie custoin duties, as we ha\e elscw here 
seeu. IcL. I I I , 

3'Fo»,v''a and Urrutia, fíist. /i,ai. Ilac, iv. 547. 
^•''The duty on gold was at the lute of unc and a half per eeiit. at this 

time, a mark of 18 euiat gold beiug ecpial to 70 pcsos de oro, and one of 23 
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tond to the proper equipment of all government 
vessels, and collect all duties. 

Apa r t from thesc great sources of revenue, enor-
mous profits accrued to the crown froni the royal 
monopolies and the sale of offices. Salt, gunpowder, 
tobacco, and quicksilver were the most important of 
tlio monopolies. Tlie first of these established in New 
»Spain was tha t of quicksilvcr, For some years after 
tho conquest, golcl and silvcr wcre obtained without 
the nocossity of quicksilver, or even a knowledge of its 
amalgamating jjroperties, until, as we have seen, in 
1557 Bartolomé de ]\Iedina, a miner of Pachuca, dis-
covered the procoss of quicksilver amalgamation. The 
consequent demand was at once turnecl by the crovvn 
to an additional moans of jjrofit, and on the 4th of 
March 1559 a rtjyal C(5dula was issued prohibiting thc 
importation of quicksilvcr froin the Peninsula and 
Pe ru into Nevv Spain, even in the smallest quan-
tity, excopt through the treasury department.^^ The 
not jjrocoods of this branch for the years 1779 to 1789 
in(-lusive amounted to $4,745,318. 

Then followed the prohibitions on the manufacture 
of gunpowder^'^ and salt, stringent regulations vvith 

carats to 80 pesos de oro. Tlie same rules were applicable to vessels arriving 
from Guatemalan, Nicaraguan, and other ports, Neither money nor liorses 
coulcl be shipped to the Philip])ines without royal permission; nor could any 
ecelesiastical or •seeular person proceed thither withoiit leave. The purvcyor 
aiicl auditor at Acapulco was to obey all maiidates of tlie viceroy, provisiou 
thc fleets, and coUect duty ou merchandise sent to Mcxico, whicli had hitlier-
tu heeii euUected at the capitah But tlie most importaiit item in the royal 
o ler of 1597 was to the etí'ect tliat thc valuatiou of tlie average duties was to 
be made hy tlie viccruy and the treasury ofiicials at Me.xieo, /(/., iv, 451-68. 

^''At this timc the value of the commodity ranged from 55 to 58 ducados 
thc quintal, At thc cnd of tlie hStli ceutury the price varied at different 
mines according to the cxjicnse of tr;iiis]ioitutioii. For instance at San Luis 
de Potosí tlie charge per Cjuiutal wus 81) murcus de plata; a t the mines in Mi-
ehuucuu aud Oajaea, 90 ditto; at those of Guanajuato, 125 ditto. /(/., L 
29,8-9, 383, 

^' The first notice of the restrictions placed on gunpowder in New Spain 
occurs in I57I. liecop. delntl., i. 573, In lOOOthefactory of Chapultepecwas 
completed by the erow n and coucessions granted to private individuals to man-
ufucture powder, Tlie privilegewas purchused by the Ortega family duiing 
tliepcriocl from 1606 to I.';87, the periodical prices paid gradually increasing, 
liciiig based upon pulvura dc gracia, whicli was a c]uantitv of powder annually 
lircsijiited to tlie L'overnment liy tlie coiitractors, In 1700 the cost to thecon-
tractur wus 24.000 pesos yeuríy, ;iud in 1771 it umuuuted to 112,800 jiesos. 
Tlms the value of the monopoly heeuine so great that the government in 1776 re-, 
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regarcl to the production and sale of whicli articlos 
were enacted.^^ The most productivo of all the monop-
olies, however, was tha t of tobacco, which vvas estab-
lished in 1765 by Visitador Galvez, and yielded to the 
treasury cluring the forty-five follovving years $123,-
808,685.2' 

There were moreover other monopolies of greater 
or less values, from tha t of stamped paper to tha t of 
ice brought from the mountains. The regulations 
with regard to stamped pajjcr were especially voxa-
tious, as no civil business transaction, whether public 
or private, was legal unless vvritten on this pajjcr,*" 
The stamj)s were of four diffcrent values varying froni 
three dollars to one sixteenth of a dollai-, and evory 
instrument, deed, judicial record, will, or contract Iiad 
to be legalizecl Ijy oiie or another according to tlie 
importance of the document. 

Charles V. by céclula of Augus t 27, 1529, abso-
lutely prohibited gambling; but Philijj I I . consiclerecl 
tha t the vice could be turned to profit, ancl in 1552 
ordored a royal monojjoly on playing - cards to be 
established throughout his western dominions.*^ The 

tained the management of it, established a separate departraent w ith a full staff 
of officers aucl agents, andiii 1798 the net proeccdsof this bi'auch auiouutedto 
490,226 pesos. Xofic dc X. E<p. i\\ Soc JLx. Geog., ii. 25. J'ousica and 
Urritía, fíisL Real Hac, u. 190-5. Revilla C' jedo, Insfrur., MS., u, 212-28, 
483-5. 

^"The monopoly on salt was established in Î '̂̂ O. The principal sult-
works were at Saiita María de Penol Blauco, They were like most other mo-
nopolies at first rented out. I n 1778 the administration of tliis branch was 
assumed by the ciown, and tn 1798 the net proceeds were 123,350 pesos, Sor. 
Jlex. Crn/., ii. 25. Tlie salt works iii Jalisco during the four yeais I79'2-95 
produced gioss proceeds amountiiig to !S4Í),517. In 1828 they were farmcd 
out for six yeui's at $7,000 a yeur, and in 1834 for ,SI4,000 a year. /(/., 2da 
ep, iu. 201-2, 

^^ Jiex. D'tct., in Pap. Vur., xiL 27; JIi-x. Anai.., i\\ Id., clxv. no. 7. Tab-
ular statement. Miguel Urrea's estimates difi'er considerably from tliuse 
giyen in the text. He states that the net yield to the treasury dowii to 
the year 1802 was $144,693,581, or a meau anuiial gaiu of 83.018,251. .Soc 
Mex. Geog., ii, 29, The tobacco estauco prohibited the cultivation of tlie 
plant, except under contract with the governmeut, Seed was iinported from 
Habana, Fo,iseca and Urrutiu, Ilisf. Rccd IIuc, ii, 353-438, Large suins of 
money from the proceeds of this rent were sent to Cuba and Louisiana aii-
nually for the purchase of tobacco for the Peninsula, Ilj'id. 

^''This duty was established iu 1638, Recop. de LuL, ii, 57.3-7. See also 
Cedulurio, MS,, i. 135-43; u. -247-53. 

^'AU cards weie to bestauiped witli tlie royal arms. The monopoly of the 
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success of this device to wring moiiey from the sub-
jects of Spain led to others of a similar kind; and as 
cock-fighting was a inost attractive sport, in 1727 the 
exclusive privilege to open a public cockpit was sold 
to Isidro Bodriguez;*- then followed tha t curse of a 
community, the establishment of a government lot-
tory,^^ the profits accruing from which to the royal 
ti'oasury amountod in 1798 to $109,255. 

I may mention here the taxes imposed upon the 
sale of the native liquors, joulque and aguardiente, the 
first of which in the above named year produced a 
net profit of $779,166, and the latter $217,723.** To 
onuiiiorate all the complicated exactions, duties, and 
contributions imjjosed fromtime to time by the crown 
of Spain would be profitless; suffice it to say that 
evory conceivable jjlan was adopted to increase the 
re^enue. The salaries of royal and civil officials were 
taxed,*^ as were later even the stipends of ecclesi-
astics.*^ 

There vvere three more sources from which a large 

mauufacture and sale of them was sold in 1578 to Hermando de Caseres who 
]>:úd a royalty of one real for each pack, The value of the privilege gradually 
iiicrc;ised as well as the price of cards paid by the puhlic, In 1635 the mo-
iiopoly sold for $150,000 per annum, and the price of a pack was raised to 
'un peso de plata, ' which caused a corresponding increase to tlie royal coffers 
of S45,000, making thc annuul value $195,000. Owing to failurcs of con-
tuict'jis, the adininistratiou of the brancli was assumed by the crown several 
times fi'om 1673 to 1800, and the nct proceeds gradually cleclined. Those for 
thc quinqueiiiiium 1785 to 1781) amounted annually to $97,835, but in 1798 
tlicy reaehed tlic sum of $160,781, J'oii.scca and Urrutia, Ilist. licul Ilax... ii. 
295-318, passira; G tiutnnala, Atttos t/r Partr, !MS,, I -4I ; VJIa-Senor y Sanc/icz, 
Tcu'fo, i. 4'.); Prociilencius liculrs, MS., 2.Í6-8. 

*'^ In 17.';0 tlie r i -h t was sold at auction for tlie first time, and brought in 
.$1,600 a j ea r for a pcri'jd of nine yeurs. The total proceeds from 1727 to 
1791 amounted to sl,47.'h928. i'onsrcaímd Urrutia, Ilist. Real Ilac, iii. 1-23. 

*^]',y dccice uf Deceniher 20, 176'). /(/ . , u, 1-20, 
^hS'oc. Jiix. Ceog., ii, 23-6, 
^^The mcdia anata tax had itsorigin in the retentionof onemonth's salary 

of all appoiutces of tlio ciowii, I t was firstestahlished in 1625, but was soon 
modified, and amountcd virtually tu payment of tlie tax in advance, the 
amount coUected varying according to tlie value and term of office. 'Que de 
los oficios ann;ilcs.. .se cobrase tambien la décima parte de loque tuvieran de 
salario y emolumcutos, de los bienalcs la octava, de los trienales la cuarta 
parte, ' Fon.sc<-a and Urrutiu, Ilist. liecd. líac, iL 489. The salaries of gov-
emors were suhject to it, hut not the pay of other officers and of the soldiers 
of the gaiiis(jns, Ii<(dcsCtilulas, MS.,iiL f, 43. Copy of different laws can be 
found in liirop. dc Ind., ii, 542-8. 

^^Under tlie uame of mesadasy medias anatas eclesiásticas. The exaction 
was cstahlished in 1636, 
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portion of the revenue was derived, namely the hulas 
de la santa cruzada, the tithes of the church, and 
the mint. N o more iniquitous system of taxation 
could be designed than that which was carried out 
through the instrumentality of the bulas de la santa 
cruzada, inasmuch as i t 'worked upon the supersti-
tion of the people, perverted public morals, and fos-
tered crime. These bulls had their origin in the 
times of the crusades, and were granted by the jjope 
allovving dispensations to Spaniards who made them-
solves eminent by their christian zcal in those wars. 
In time they were oxtended only in favor of the kings 
of Spain to aid them in their wars against the Moors,*^ 
and vvcre ever afterward continued in recognition of 
their services to the church. 

In 1532 or 1533 the bula de la santa cruzada was 
first jjublished in New Spain,*"* and in 1578 the virtue 
of the bulls was extended to a jjcriod of tvvo years by 
sanction of Gregory XIII.^^' The bulls inay be 
divided into two gencral classes, the huJas de vivos, or 
those which conferred dispensations and indulgenccs 
upon tlie living, and the huJas de difuntos whicli 
friends and relatives of deceased jjcrsons purchasedin 
order to rescue their souls from purgatory. By virtue 
of the first class persons could bo absfjlved from all 
crimes, special bulls of composition bcing issued for 
the benefit of thieves and robbers, by virtue of vvhich 
they became the owners of the goods they stole. BuIIs 
also were provided for the clergy, granting certain gas-
tronomic indulgences cluring lent. The price varied 

*'In 1457 Calisto I I I . in tlie time of Henry IV. of Castile who wasa t war 
with the Moors seiit AIouso do Espina to proclaiin the bula cruzada for four 
years, and dispensations wero sold during tîiat period to the amount of 400,000 
ducacíos. Later Sextus IV, ordered the church to pay Fcrnando the Catholio 
'una vez para siempre' 100,000 ducados, aiid also granted Iiim tlic privilege of 
proclaiming for three years this buU as a further aid in the wur with Granada. 
After that time the popes reuewed tlie bull every three years iii favor of the 
kings of Spain. JLoreri and Jliravil y Casadeva,Ue, Gran Dicc, iii, 554. 

**Beau'mo)it, Cron. JI'ir/i.,i'ii. 455. 
'"'ln Spain these bulls were efficacious as dispensations for only one year, 

and according to ,SoIorzano their efficacy was extended to two years in New 
Spain 'por la graii distancia de los lugares,' whicli would cause their virtue 
t obe destroycd before they were received by tlie people. Polit. Ind., ii. 220 
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according to the rank and wealth of the purchaser; 
but few persons, from the viceroy to the Indian laborer, 
neglected to avail themselves of the privilege they 
conferred.^^ 

In order tha t the reader may rightly understand 
how the royal exchequer was enriched by the tithes 
of the church a few explanatory remarks are neces-
sary. The construction of tlie ecclesiastical hierarchy 
in Sjjanish Amcrica was peculiar. The celebrated 
bull of Alexandor V I . , which divided the world in 
tvvain by a line drawn from pole to pole and bestowing 
on the Spanish sovereigns forever the dominion of the 
wostoru hemisphere, was interpreted in its fullest lati-
tude. By virtue of its infallibility the future kings 
of Sjjain claimed and maintained the right of juris-
diction in civil, political, and ecclesiastical affairs. In 
the earlier years of the conquest it was owing to the 
religious fervor of the sovereign tha t the first cburches 
were erected and bishoprics established; and in recog-
iiition of work already jjerformed, and in view of 
future expenses to be incurred by the monarch in the 
erection and endowment of cathedrals and other sacred 
edifices, the same jjontiff, in 1501, granted to the 
kings of Spaiii the right to collect the church titlies tk 
in the Indies ." A t first these tithes were wholly de-
voted to such purposes, but during the extension of 
the church throughout New Spain the crown per-
ceived that no little addition to the revenue could be 
obtained froin so liberal a grant. 

In 1537 Viceroy Mendoza was directed to impose 
tithes upon the natives; and should there be any sur-

^'The price was fixed by tlie commissary of the department. The amount 
receivcd into the treasury during tho 25 years from 1765 to 1789 was 
$5,272,433, Fonsrcu and Urrutiu, fíist. Reul Ilac, iii. 336. In 1798 tliepro-
ceeds amoiinted to $340,897. .So<-. Jiex. G'orj., ii, 26, Consult also/?eco^, de 
Ind., i. 179-81, SL-adS'Jorzuuo, l'olit. Ind., ii. 218-25. 

^' A copy of thc translation of this concessiou written in Latin is given in 
Soltírzuno, Pol'tt. Ltd., ii. 2-3, The bula also conferred the right andiraposcd 
the responsihility 'de predicar, y propagar la I'Y', fuudar Iglesias, y poner en 
ellas Miiiistros Eclesiásticos, dotarlas, y sustentarlos competeutemente.' Lb'id. 
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plus after the payment of exjjenses for jjublic worship 
and for the support of the prelates, it was ordered to 
be paid into the roj^al treasury, since according to 
papal concession such tithes belonged to the crown.^'^ 
The collection of these ecclesiastical rents was not 
seldom a cause of dispute between the church and the 
state,^^ as well as between prelates.^* Ye t it cannot 
be denied that the king frequently devoted to relig-
ious purposes tha t portion of the tithes which accrued 
to himself ̂® 

I n June 1539 a royal cédula was passed, assigning 
to the bishops of Tlascala, Oajaca, and Michoacan one 
fourth of the tithes collected in their resjjective dio-
ceses, and ordering tha t if their stipends could not be 
paid from tha t source the deficiency should be macle 
good from other funds of the royal t reasury; but in 
October of the same year a more permanent division 
was made. The crown ordered tha t one half of the 
tithes accruing to each cathedral should be devoted 
to the use of the prelate; and the other half divided 
into nine equal parts, called novenos, two of which 
were set apart for the crown, three for the building of 
the cathedral and hosjjital, and the remaining four 
ninths appropriated to the payment of the salaries of 
the curas.^^ Various modifications were made from 
time to time according to the requirements of circum-
stances, but the kings of Spain ever maintained their 
r ight to the two ninths. These novenos were not 

^"^ Pacheco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, u. 203. In 1539 a cédula provided 
that the comendadores of the order of Santiago should uot be exenipt from 
paying ecclesiastical tithes, and furthermore made the payment retrospective. 
Puga, Cedulario, 167-8. 

'^ Í 'he bishop of Tlascala in 1537 claimed the tithes on wool, safíron, and 
silk. The viceroy, however, refused to let him have them, as the yield would 
be large and ought to go into the king's treasury. Pacheco and Gárdenas, Gol. 
Doc, u, 202-3. 

**In 1539 the bishops of Mexico and Michoacan disagreed on this subject, 
and the king ordered the latter prelate to submit to the decision of the vice-
roy and oidores without appeal. Puga, Cedulurio, 118. 

^^Fonseca and Urrutia, Hist. Reul Hac, iii. 175-6. For a number of laws 
relattag to t i thessee Zamora, Leg. Ult., iiL 35-63; Herrera, iii. v. ii. and iiL; 
Recop. deliid., i. andiL passira. 

^^Puga, Cctluhrio, 118-19; Fonseca and Urmtia, Hist. Real. fíac, iii. 
146-70. 
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unfrequently farmed out, but at the auctions at which 
they were sold frauds were as repeatedly committed 
as at the sales of other royalties.^^ 

I n conclusion, with respect to tithes I may add that 
alniost every article of produce or consumption from 
silk and cacao to lentils and pot-herbs was thus taxed, 
and that the Spanish colonists frequently endeavoreíí 
to avoid the payment on certain productions, but, 
undcr the pressure of the united interests of church ÍP wr 
and state, their at tempts were generally defeated.^ 
Nor did the religious orders escajje. In 1655 and 
1657 the society of Jesus were condemned to pay 
tithes on all crops and productions of their estates,^' 

N o sooner hacl the conquest of Mexico been accom-
plished than the necessity of a numismatic system of 
exchange became apparent. Previous to the arrival 
of the Spaniards trade had been mostly carried on by 
barter, and cacao beans and other articles were used as 

*̂  Instriictions were issuecl directing the audiencia to investigate the nature 
of thcse transactions, Pitga, C' dular'io, 75, 79, The disorders in the adniin-
istration of this and other rcvenues continued for many years, lu 1670 Vice-
roy Mancera caused so strict an investigation to be made that a repetition 
ot tliem was in a great measure prevented, I,t.<fruc. \'ircycs, 298-9; Rcril'n 
Gitj'i/'i, Bandos, ii, no. xix, 1-3, In March 1728 the rcval novenos weie 
leased out for nine years at 819,000 annually, Wlien the lease expired they 
were again let for a sirailar period at $2(),000 a year, PcUtronatto, e t c , f, 
129-30, 135, iu Doc. Ecles. Jlex., MS., u, no. I. 

^̂  In Foiiscca aucl Urrufia, Hist. Reai Iluc., iii, 1,39-45, will be found copy 
of a decree specifying the articles on which tithes and fírst-fraits were paid. 
Thcrc are some fcw exeeptions, noticeable among which are pine-nuts aiid 
acoriis ' de (]ue no se ha de pa aar diezmo,' p, 141, On a few articles a lower per-
centu'.'e than one tentli was exacted, The total amount of tithes paid into 
the ticusuiy eollected in thc archbishopric of Mexico during the decennary 
1780 tu 1789 was $6,972.923, one niiith of which sum would pertain to the 
crown. /(/., 26i', tabular f'orm, 

'"''Discurso Lcjul, in D'iezm<s(li' Ii lias, no. vii. Tlie tenacity with which 
the crown asserted its lights to the tithes of the cliurch is frequently dis-
played. Although a ])U],ul bull granted to Cortés immunity from tithes, 
the ktng ignored the pontiffs authority iu the matter, and ordered Corti'-s 
to puy. Pi .ja, Cédidurio, 84; Jlontemayor, Svmarios, 49, Were the tithes 
iiisuUicient to pay church stipeiids, it was ordered that they should be paid 
iuto the treusury under a separate account, and the elergy sustaiued from 
otlier fiinds of the exchequer, Di.scur.so Lcjal, in Diizmos tie Indias, viii, I2-I.3. 
Ahuut the middle of the 17th century the bishops in New Spain claimed ex-
ehisive right to the tithes, grounded on the fact tliat Femando and his 
d iughter Juana had made a grant in 1512 to the prelates and clergy of Santo 
Domingo and Puerto Rico of the tithes in those islands; but it was maintained 
that such grant tn no w ay iudicated that they had abandoned their claim to 
them tn other parts of the Indies. Id., 7. 
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currency, specie being unknown.^ The comparatively 
small amount of coined money introduced by the con-
querors was jjrincipally of the higher denominations, 
and the scarcity of small coin even for domestic pur-
poses caused great inconvenience. To obviate this, 
the cabildo of the city of Mexico passed a resolution 
on the 6th of April 1526 to the effect that the citizens 
might have their tepuzque gold converted at the smelt-
ing works into pieces of one, tvvo, and four tomines, 
and of one, two, and four pesos de oro.^^ 

A s trade and commerce increased, however, the 
neces.sity of a mint became urgent, ancl in January 
1531 the oidor Salmeron in his letter to the council 
of the Indies strongly advised the cstablishment of 
one in the city of Moxico,^^ but it was not till May 
1535 tha t a royal cédula vvas issued to tha t effect.'̂ ^ 
A portion of the house of Cortcs was assigned by the 
viceroy for the new establishment; and in orcler to de-
fray first exjjcnses the crown granted one thousand 
marks of silver to be taken from the kinof's fifth, 
tribute, and other sources, to be coined.^* I t was fur-
thcrmore ordered tha t to meet future current expenses 
one real out of over}^ mark of silver should be retained 
for that purpose. 65 

"'' For the nearest approach to coined money and the different kinds of 
currency used in JNICXÍCO, see Xntivc Races, ii. 381-2, this series, 

*̂  Lihro dcl Cahddo, AIS,, 114, The tomin was the eighth of a peso de oro. 
On the I7th of August of the same year an ordcr was given by the cabildo for 
the payment of 157 pesos de oro to two silversmiths for coining 2,951 pesos de 
oro. /( / , , 152-3. For two years oro tepuzcpie was exclusively used, and tlie 
intrinsic value fiuctuated so miich tliat a standard v as demanded. Iii Sep-
temher I52S tlie cabildo adopted thc rcsolution that all such nioney sliould be 
examined and stamped. The silversmith, Pedro Espinosa, was intrusted with 
the work, Id., 237. 

*-' PacAeco and Cárdenas, Col. Doc, xiii, 193-4, The president Fuenleal re-
iterated this recommendation in April 1532, /(/. , 217-18. As early as 1.5-25 
Luis Ponce de Leon, commissioned to go to New Spain as juez de residencia, 
had been instructed to investigate the convenience of establishing a mint. 
Herrcra, dec. iii. lib. viii, cap, xv, 

^ Recop. dc Ind., ii, 88. The cédula ordered it be govemed by the laws 
regarding mints in Spain. By cédula of May 31, 1535, it was ordered that 
Spanish money circulated in the Indies should have the value of 34 marave-
dís per real, and no more. Puga, Cedulario, 107. 

^*Fonseca and UrriUia, IJist. Real fíac, i. 111, 120. This was the first 
money coined a t the mint. 

*° This amount was found to be insufficient, and later in the same year a 
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Laws were also jjassed to the effect tha t the officials 
of the mint should be appointed every tvvo years, and 
by the viceroy only;^ tha t civil suits against emjjíoyés 
in the mint be adjudged by the alcalíles of the mint, 
ancl by no other judicial authority ^̂ '̂  and that no silver 
should be received unlcss it bore the stamp which 
certified tha t the royal fifth had been satisfied. Per-
sons who contravcned this lavv were to suffer death 
and confíscation of property. The silver thus pre-
soiited was to be seized.̂ "^ No official could buy or sell 
bullion. 

I t must not be supposed tha t the ajjpointment of 
the mint officials by the king or viceroy constituted 
theni royal officers. From its first establishnient the 
mint was leased to priv^atc individuals,^^ and the offi-
cials vvere as vet in the servico of tlie lossees and not 

%j 

of the crovvn, which, hovvever, retained the right of 
thcir appointment. The work of improving the sjjccie 
svstcm of exchano-e was at once besfun. In 1536 the 
tcjjuzque coinage, the value of vvhich had been arbi-
trarv, fluctuating, and above par, vvas ordered to be 
called in and recoined into pieces of oro de minas.'"' 
A large quantity of silver coin'^ was struck off the 
cédula was pussed which provided that three reales should be deducted; two 
of wliich were to be devoted to the payment of cxpeuses, aud one paid to the 
king as royulty. Ji' coji. de Iitd,, ii. 89, 

•^'Viceiuy 5leiiduzu in liis letter to the king of December 10, 1537, com-
plains thut thouiih lie hucl been aiithorizecl to make these appointments, 
assayi rs, eiigt;iveis, and other eraployés holding royal appointments had 
arri\ cd from Spuiii. This had been the cause of ill-feeling. (Jurta al Rry, in 
Ftoriilii, ('of Jj"r., 1-26-8, 

'•' Tliis did 11, 't apply, however, to matters touching the king's hfth or 
othcr tributes. Siich cascs were to be tried by the justicias ordinarias. /(/., 
ii. fi2. Tlie alcaldcs uf the mint were officers who attended daily to adjudi-
cute on husiness connected therewith. Puga, (Jrdtdurio, 131, The viceroy was 
instructed to appoint jueces de residencia of the alcaldcs and inmt officials 
c\"ery two years. Jirroj,. dc Ju<L, ii. 90. 

<^'yiccii»y ^ilendoza tn his letter to the king of December 10, 1537, urges 
the ahrogation of this severe law, and sug;íests that all bullion sliould be sent 
to the niint before lichig quintadu, and tiiut it should be taxed the royal fifth 
at the est;ihiishnient. l'urhrco and Cúrdcnas, CoL Doc, u. 191. Yet this law 
wus rcstiicted in 1565, 16-20, and 1646, Fo,iseca and Urrutia, fíist. Reai 
Ilac, i. 11.3. 

'̂ ^ Jlrx. (Juia de Ilac, ii, 59; fíumboldt, Essai PoL, ii, 67-5-6, 
"" The further coinage of gold, however, was prohibited. 
' ' These coins w cie not circular, but of irregular polygonal form, and called 

macuquina. They were called iu to be reduced to bullion in 1774, Disposk. 

: & • ' 
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same year, and copper money introduced. This latter 
innovation was almost ludicrous in its operation. 
The new pieces of de.spised copper were held in con-
tempt by the natives,'^ and thcy refused to receive 
them. Thoy would soh their small articles of manu-
facture or a nioasure of maize for a few cacao bcans, 
but not for an ill-shaped bit of copper vvith a mark on 
it. The circulation of the coin vvas, however, enforced 
by the viceroy. B u t though by stringent measurcs the 
Indian could be compelled to take in trade the objoc-
tionable mediuni, he could not be inade to keep such 
a ísymbol of poverty,'^^ and he cast it from hini. H e 
threw it into tho gutters and hurled it into the lake 
tliat i tmigh t iiover more be seen, and in a year or tvvo 
the nativcs succeeded in getting rid of niore than one 
hundred thousand pesos' vvorth of the offensive trash.^^ 

During the decade 1541 to 1550, more suitable de-
nominations were put into circulation, but the amount 
coined does not appear to have been sufficient to nieet 
the requirements of the increase in trade and coni-
nierce, and both Spaniards and Indians purchasod 
goods with unstamped bullion and gold dust. This 
jjractice was jjrohibitod by royal cédula of the 16th of 

Varias, i. 39. A royal order of November 1537 providcd that silver pieces of 
eight, foiir, two, one, and one half reales shoulcl be coined iu tlie same nian-
ner as in Spaiu, Recop. de Ind., ii. 88, In 1538 the value of the rcul de j^lata 
•\\as fixecl a t 34 maravedís, tlie standard of the .Spaiiish coin, Rrroji. dr IncL, ii, 
94, and iii 1544 it was ordered that all silver ])icces should coutaiu the sanie 
alloy, liave tlie same v;xlue, weight, size, and impression us tliose cotned in 
Spain. /(/ , , ii, 89, INIoney coined iu any part of the Indies was raade current 
in other ])arts of Spain, ItL, 94. 

"-'' Hacian burla de tun baxa cosa.' Torquemada, i. 614. 
"•̂  'Diciendo cpie hera inuestra de mucha pohresa.' Panes, Virnjcs, in Jlon, 

Dom. Esj,., MS., 81. 
^*Ibi(I. Torqiiemada says, ' y se perdieron, segun se dixo, mas de doci-

entos mil Pesos de valor. . . en esta Laguna de Mexico, porque jamás pareeiese.' 
i. 614. Fuenleal Iiad foreseen tliat the introduction of copper coiu would 
meet with opposition, and in his letterof April, 1532, to the king, off'ered the 
advice that no moneda de vellon should be coined. Pacheco and ('árdenus, 
Col. Doc, xiii. 217-18. About the year 1540 or 1541, tlie circulation of cop-
per coinage Iiad entirely ceased, ('aro, J'rcs .Sijlos, i. 131, and an attempt was 
made to supply its place by that of the silver cuartiUo, or foiirth part of a 
real, The insignificant size of these coins made them as objectionable as 
their more bulky predecessors, But instead of being all thrown away, quan-
tities of them were collected, melted, and c ast into bars, Torquemada, i. 614. 
They were again coined in 1794, Disposic l^aricus, i. 86. 
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April, 1550; in 1591 Philip I I . repeated the prohi-
bition and adopted measures for the purpose of 
making the supply of coin adequate to the demands 
of trade."'' 

By an act of 1552 the chief smelter and the assay 
master were made royal officials. This step appears 
to have been the first instance of the crown withdraw-
ing any part of the management from the control of 
the lessees. The principal officials were the treasurer, 
smelter, markcr, vveigher, blancher, engraver, and sec-
rctary. By cédula of August 21, 1565, these posi-
tions were declared vendible and instructions vvere 
issued ordering the sale of them to the highest bid-
ders, provided that fhey vvere duly qualified to fill 
them.'̂ ^ 

From this time until the year 1731 no affair of 
great importance, with one exception, occurred in con-
nection with the mint. A few events caused tempo-
rary excitement, it is true, and occasionally disturbed 
its management. About the middle of the scven-
teenth century three hundred thousand pesos of Peru-
vian money were imported into the country, and were 
so violently objected to that it required a special 
order from the king to enforce its circulation." In 
1663 the viceroy imprisoned Juan Vazquez Medina, 
the treasurer, and confiscated his property for refusing 
to pay into the royal treasury two hundred thousand 
pesos which he had demanded of him—a demand in 
contravention of the contract by which the office had 
been sold to Medina.'^ Permission was granted by 

'* In some districts there was a deficiency of the circulating medium, in 
the larger citics a superabundance. The viceroy and governors of provinces 
were instracted to purchase the bullion and gold dust of the former with the 
surplus coin of the latter, Recop. de ind., ii, 93-4. 

''^Recop. de Ind,, ii, 90, The minor offices also were made salable in 1625. 
Fonsecu and Urrutia, Ilist. Real liac., i. 1-22, 

''^Rivera, Gob. de Jlex., i. 189; Fovseca a.nd Urmtia, Ilist. Real fíac, i. 
12.5, 

''^GuiJo, Diario, in Doc fíi.st. Mex., Ist ser. L 508. In 1664 restitution was 
made by the ktag ordering that whatever sums had been paid by Medina 
tnto the royal treasury should be restorod to his son. Id., 538-9. From 
this it raay be inferreíl tha t Medina had died in the raean time. 

U^ 
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cédula of February 1675 to issue gold coins similar 
in all respects to those coined in Spain. Accord-
ingly in 1676 by order of the viceroy the standard 
was declared to be twenty-two carats, and the mark 
of pure gold ordered to be cuined into sixty-eight 
escudos after the deducticjn of two and a half tomines 
for brassage.'^ On the 23d of May this privileg^; 
was publicly proclaimed, and received with much ro-
joicing. Bands of music pla^'cd in different parts of 
the city, and all the officers of state issued from the 
mint on horseback, and marched in procossion under 
arches of flovvers which spanned the crowded streets. 
There is no mention, however, of any gold having 
been coined before the 23d of December 1679, on 
which day the viceroy and audiencia visited the mint 
to witness the coiiiago of díjubloons.^*' 

The original building in which the operations of the 
mint were conducted was soon found to be inadequate 
to requirements, and to the safe keeping of the large 
sums tha t were accumulated in it. Indeed the king 
had issued orders for a inint to be erected at his own 
exjjense; but the.se in.structions were not carried out 
until, ovving to the representations of the troasurer, 
Gabriel Diaz, he again in January 1569 ordered the 
erection of a proper building on a site selected and 
assigned for that purpose.^^ With the progressive 
increase in coinage this building becaiiie too small, 
and in 1731 Viceroy Casafuorte began the erection of 
the one vvhich, enlargecl and embellished, has devel-
oped into the fine mint which exists to-day in the 
city of Mexico.''^ 

Dur ing this same year the king by cédula of the 
26th of January ordered the establishment of a tribu-

" T h e escudo was the eighth part of a doubloon, and the tomin was 
equ.il to twelve grains. 

^Rob es, D'iario, inDoc Ilist. Jlex., Istser, ii.217, 294; Elhuyar, Indagax. 
Amoned., 3. 

^'Fonsiíca and Urrutia, liisf. li'uil ac, i. 120. 
" T h e original s tmcture was completed in December 1734, and cost •with 

only a small portion of the machinery $449,893, Panes, 'm Mon. Doc Esp., 
MS., 165; Alaman, D'tscrt., iii. ap. 102. 
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http://the.se


674 R E V E N U E AND FINANCE. 

nal whose particular office was the suppression of 
counterfeiting. From the first introduction of a coined 
medium into the country false money began to be fabri-
catcd, at which illegal craft the natives shovved them-
selves no less .skilful than the Spaniards.^^ 

This court vvas composod of six ministers, including 
the president, one fiscal, and a secretary.^* There 
was besides a number (jf subaltern officers of different 
grades, The office of president was vested perpetually 
in the secretary of state for the treasury, who vvas 
niade judge and superintendent-general of all mints, 
Tvvo at least of tlie ministers, as vvell as the fiscal, 
woro required to be graduates of lavv. His Majesty 
conferred upon this court absolute jurisdiction in all 
matters jjcrtaining to it, without appeal, and free from 
all interferonce of the audiencia, other tribunals, or 
councils.^'^ 

From the year when the smelter and assayer were 
made royal officials, other officers from tiine to time 
wore removed from the service of the lessees to that 
of the crown, till eventually, in 1732, the mint vvas 
incorporated, by royal cédula of the 14th of July, 
with the royal treasury, under the direction of a 
superintendent.*^ 

When Humboldt was in Mexico this establishment 
gave emjjhjymoiit to between three hundredand sixty 
and four hundred employés, and its machinery vvas 
such tha t without any extraordinary activity $30, 

^^ Viceroy Mendoza tn 1537 stated to the king that the Indians displayed 
extiaurdtnary skill in couiiterfeiting money, Even the cacao beans which 
were used as currency wcre counterfcitcd by tliem, Ilorida, Cot. Dic, 128, 

*̂ 'Con ejercicio y refrendata,' Fon.srca and UrruUu, Ilisf. Real. Hac, i. 
131, 

^ Previously counterfeiters were tried by the audiencia, or any competent 
cuiirt of justice. /(/., i. 114. The members of this court were instructed to 
tnfurm theraselves thoroiighly about all business connected with coining, and 
the operations of all silversmiths and workers in gold and silver. /(/,, i, 131-2. 

^^ Belena, Rerop., i. pt. iii. 123. The superintendent was made subordi-
natc to the viceroy in 1735. licales C<j/ulas, M,S., ii. f. 70. The viceroy had 
supreme jurisdictiou over all the ministers and officers connected with the 
department, 'bien que el conocimiento en primera lustancia de las causas 
civiles y criniinales corresponde al Superintendente, y de sus sentencias se 
.apela al Superior Goviemo,' Galvez, Informe del Jlarquez, 15, 
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000,000 could 1)0 struck off yoarly,'' AA îth rogard to 
the amount coined jjrevious to 1690 notbing caii luj 
stated vvith any degroo of accuracy, but sinc(.' tliat 
time the annual coinage is known, I t s j^rogiossivo 
increase, and the enormous sums eventually struck 
off, are .shown by the followiiig figures: In 1690 tlio 
aniount of silvor coinecl was $5,285,5,sl ; onc contury 
later it reached $17,435,644, In the y('ar 1796 s^24,-
346,833, and in 1797 $24,041,1,^^2 were cc^inod, In 
1733 gold vvas coined to the ainount of $151,702; in 
1796 the coinage oFthe samo metal roaobed -sl,297,794, 
and in 1797 $1,038,856, From 1690 to 1803 inclusivo 
the total ainount of silver coined was $1,329,119,173, 
andof gold $44,819,830; in ah $1,373,939,003.' ' Tho 
net profit which accrucd to the crown in the year 1798, 
after the payment of over $388,000 for expenses, vvas 
$1,280,746."' 

Despite the numerous and lucrative sources from 
which the revenue was derived, tho treasury dejjart-
ment in New Spain cannot be regarded as an ox-
hibition of successful financiering and organization. 
W h a t with the demands of the king upon it, the poc-
ulation of officials, and the fraudulent practices of tlio 
public, the royal treasury could rarely show a credit 
able balance-sheet. Previous to 1644 statistics are so 
meagre tha t only a vague idea of tho income aiid its 
gradual increase can be arrived at.*^ According to 
certificates of the royal treasury the avorag(; rocoij)ts 
during the jjeriod from 1644 to 1673 vvas $1,206,519, 
and the payments $1,363,677, leaving an annual deficit 
of $97,158. Viceroy Mancera who found the exchequer 
bankrupt on his arrival devoted himself assiduously 

87 E.s.sai PoL, u, 676, 
^Zamora, Legis. UlL, i. 25-8, The figures are somewhat in excess of 

those of Humboldt. who gives the sum total of both gold and silver coined 
during the same period as $1,353,4.52. Es.'íai PoL, ii. .578, 676-7. 

^^Notic, N. Esp. in Soc Jlex. Gcog., ii. 25. 
'" According to a statement of the Franciscan comisario-general Fray 

Buenaventura de Salinas the cro-wn spent more than $10,000,000 on churches 
and hospitals from the conciuest until 1647. Cogollvdo, Ilist. Yuc, 101. 
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to the correction of abuses, and succeeded in bringing 
about a more healthy condition of the royal treasury, 
which in 1673 was free from dcbt. Mancera during 
his rule increased the revcnue $213,000 a year.''^ But 
tlii^ improvod state of affairs dicl not last long. Vice-
r(.)y Linaros in 1716 thus describes the condition of 
the oxchequor and his own jjosition: "The royal 
tr(.'asury is administered like a bankrujjt merchant's 
ostate, and the viceroys, playing the part correspond-
ing to tha t of the assignees, only liquidate the most 
urírent debts."''^ 

Iii 1765 the revenue amounted to $6,130,314, and 
in 1790 to $19,400,213; yet with this ever increas-
ing income proportionately increasing demands were 
mado, and iMoxico had to bear the burden of wa,rs and 
the biq)port of sister colonies.^^ Bu t it was during the 
wars with the English and French tha t the greatest 
strain was put ujjon her. Not only had the colonists 
to j.ay increased taxes, but their patriotism was ap-
jJoal(.̂ d̂ to, loans were raised, and voluntary contribu-
tions solicited."* 

Whcii A^iceroy Branciforte entered upon his ad-
miiiistration in 1794 he found the treasury exhausted 
ancl the sources of sujijjly ajijjarently stopped. But 
lie inimediately eftbctod a loan from the commercial 

'^ He morcovcr remitted to the king during his term $4,376,312. Jiancera, 
Listrvc, iii J>o<-. Ii 'd., x:;i. 52,']-52. 

"- JJiii<trr<, Instrttr., ]MS., 51. The kingrcquired the viceroy to remit him 
annuahy yl,'.\(>i),()V.{), and Liuares explaius to his successor how impossible it 
had becu îur liim to do so. /,/., 52-6, 

'•'Tlie ;i],iii02iriations—situados—disbursed by the tieasiiry for tlie jiay-
meiit of militaiy aiicl civil salarics and the maintenance of garrisons, e t c , 
abroad, duriiig tlie period 1770 to 1811, amountcd tu $3,837,700 annually, <S'oc. 
JI<:x. (Jrjij., 2da ep. i. 121-2. Rcinittances to Hahuua, Pen.sacola, and Carta-
ge!i;i during tlie live ycurs 1755 to 1759 araouuted to $7.884,176. (J<fliJ. 
JJ'r:cd, ]MS., l'24-;a. According to Huiuhuldt, during the years 1788 to 
1792 ,'•.51,826,000 was sent to the island of Cuba. L'.ssui l'oL, ii. 803. 

*'Loans were effected in 1748 at three [icr cent interest. In 1758 the in-
tere.'.t was fíxedat live per cent, ProritlcnriusRculcs, 'M>\, 11-12, 153-5. The 
merchants with great wi!IiiiL:nc3S loaiicd the govermnent $2,800,000 in 1771 
siu ]'i<mio. Cuvo, J'rcs SijCs, iii. l.j. Conspicuous among those ready to 
lend l!,eir aid was Antonio Ikissoco. who in 1778 loaned tlic government the 
:- ums of $100,000 and $2(!0,0(,0 without interest. At the same time he made 
presents to the amount of $115,000 in different siims. Zamacok, Ilist. MéJ., 
vi. 561. 
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aiid mining tribunals of $2,000,000, and others from 
the merchants aiid pubhc, not bearing interest, so 
tha t in less than three years he despatched $32,000, 
000 to different parts for the king's account.^^ Hi s 
successor Azanza almost despaired of raising anotlior 
loan on similar terms though instructed by the king 
to do so.̂ ^ By judicious financiering and squeozing, 
however, he managed to send to Spain and different 
colonies, during his short administrati(jn of loss than 
two years, $26,600,000,. besides paying governiiiont 
debts to the amount of nearly half a million, and loav -̂
ing more than $6,100,000 in the treasury. Bu t as the 
clouds gathered round the Spanish throne the needs 
of the monarch became greater and more prcssino-. 
In 1801 a war tax was imposed upon bequeathed 
property,^' and in 1805 Cárlos I V . levied an annual 
income upon the revenues of the church, vvhich be-
tween 1805 and 1809 amounted to $12,080,291.^' 

Meanwhile loans and more loans were asked for, 
and responded to with patriotic readincss and liberal-
ity; but when at last in 1809 one of $20,000,000 vvas 
called for immediately after a contribution of ovor 
$3,000,000,^^ the people murmured, and the monoy 
could not be raised.^'° 

The receijjts of the treasury from ordinary sources 
in 1809 amounted to $20,462,307; after payment of 

^^Branciforte, in Linures, Instruc, 8-9, 
*"Me desalentaba el recuerdo de las repetidas contribuciones de la misma 

clase que habian hccho en los ultimos tiempos.' Azanm, Instruc, 110-11, 
" T h e tax varied froin two per cent on the araount left to one half of one 

year's incorae, according to the amount and ktnd of property bequeathed. 
Disposic \'arias, i. 116-19, 

'^^Soc Mex. Geog., 2da ep. i. 488-95. 
^ In 1809, Andrew Cuchrane was scnt hy theEnglish government ' con iina 

letra de la junta Central de 3 millones de duros ' to negotiate a loan for that 
araount. The call was responded to with great readiness, and in a short time 
the sura of $3,210,435 was raised. Cuncelada, Tcl. Jlex., 3'2-^. A list of the 
subscribers is given. Consult Alamun, fíist. Jlex., i. 304—5. In the previous 
year $2,100,000 had been raised, and sliortly afterward the resident Euro-
peans contributed $2,700,000. Cunceluda, Ruina de la N. Esp., 80-1, 

^^'^Alaman, fíist. Jlex., i. 306-7. A second at tempt was again made in 
1810. Disposic Varias, iL 3, 4, 15; Gaz. Gob. Jlex., 1810, i. 797-801, The 
national constituent congress recognized by decree 'debts contracted by the 
govemment of the viceroys tiU September 17, 1810.' Mex. Mem. Minist. ReL, 
ui. doc. vii. no, 4, p. 6. 
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the government expenses in New Spain, and remis-
sions to the colonies and the mother country, there 
barely remained $2,000,000 in the treasury, while the 
public debt amounted to $29,929,695.^''^ With re-
gard to the shipments of treasure from New Spain to 
the royal treasury and the colonies on account of the 
king, the drain upon the country is prominently set 
forth by the fact that, cluring the period from 1690 
to 1807 inclusive, $1,052,579,000 of coined gold and 
silvcr were shipped, $767,000,000 of which found its 
wa}' into the royal treasury of Spain. 102 

^''K'cnicelada, TeL Mex., 285-92. 
"̂̂  Cancelada, Ruina de la N. Esp., 37-8. 

The bases which have been used in the preceding chapter have natnraUy 
been derived froin volumes which contain royal ordinances and official docu-
ments on a great variety of subjects. Among such works are included the 
Recop. de Ind.; Reales Ordenes; Reales Cédulas; Ordenes de la Corona; Mon-
tcmatjor, Svn trio, and a numberof others containing lawsand regulations for 
the administration of the treasury; laws which occasionally reraitted some 
impost for the benefit of the Indians or even the colonists generally, but 
yet continually imposed fresh taxes and duties as time passed on. But in 
addition to sucli authorities a large number of others have beeu consulted. 
Promiuent among these is the Biblioteca de Legislacion Ultramuriva, oî José 
María Zamora y Coronada, published in 1844-6. This work contains, besides 
royal eédulas and regulations bearing upon every branch of the goverument, 
a large coUection of acts of the audiencia, proclamations, and orders issued 
frora the year 1680, A clcar conception of tlie wide difference between the 
old uiid iiew commercial systcms is obtained from a comparison of the differ-
ent tariffs of tlie custom-house which prevailed during tlie two epochs. 
Vetancurt in his T>-atado de lu Ciudud de Jlexico treats casually and briefly 
of several branches of the revenue, such as tlie introduction of the alcabala, 
p. 10; demand upon the Indians for a loan, p. 11; tlie constitution of the tri-
hunuls of the exchequer, p. 28; the founding of the mint, and other matters 
connectcd witli finance in carly days. ViIIa-Senor givcs a more extended ac-
couut of these matters in Theatro Amerícano, i. 38-50, yet it is but a sketch 
of the nuraerous raraifications of the revenue office. Alaman, in his Disert., 
and liisf. Ji'X., gives some reliable and valuable information relative to both 
the revenue and tlie mint, but it is neither copious nor connected. 

An extreraely valuable work on this subject is thc Ilistoria General de 
Reaî Ilacicnda, compiled by Fabian de Fonseca and Cárlos de Urrutia, by 
order of the viceroy Conde de Revilla Gigedo, The six printed volumes 
which coinpose the work cost great research, and the authors, having had 
access to all necessary public documents, have produced as complete and ac-
curate a history of the real hacienda and statistics connected with the gov-



FONSECA, URRUTIA, AND ELHUYAR. 679 

emraent of Mexico under Spanish rule, as c;in well be found. The manuscript 
was not originally intended for ptiblication, but upon its bcing found in the 
archives after the declaration of independence, it was printed hy permission 
of the Mexican government. To the fiuancier of the time wlieu it was w ritteu 
it was an invaluable work; to the modem histuriau it is equally useful, as cx-
posing tlie incessant drain made hy the Spanish goverament, generatiou after 
generation, upon the American colonies. The voluincs contain copies of iiu-
merous royal cédulas relative to every branch of the re\enue, as well as the 
history of each one's origin and development, Statisticul tables abound; aud 
it rarely occurs thut a fair c^tiniiitc of the proceeds of cvery departraent caii-
not be formcd from thera. Neveitheless tlie work is not without its fault-. 
Thebad chrouological arrangementof cc'dula- is coufusing, and typographical 
errors in dates have been allowed to creep into the text. The oppressive 
burdens imposed upon the Mexicans were taxtng their endurance beyond 
limit; of tliis i'onseca and Urrutia, however, saw nothing, and cvcry iicw 
exaction imposed iijjou colonist or Indian was regarded as affectionate zeal 
on the part of the king to legislate for the welfare and prosj^erity of liis suh-
jects. 

With regard to the mint and coinage I find the work of Fausto de Elhu-
yar, eiititled It iugixcioncs sohrr La Ainone.dacion en Xueva E.spij.nu, Madrid, 
1818, to be extiemelj' useful. His researches were conducted with great can;, 
and supply a coneise and correct history of the mint from its estahlishment 
down to tlie lOth of August I8I4, when hc laid before tlie mining trihunal uf 
Mexico, of whicli hc was director, the result of his labors. lu this book, 
which consists of 142 pages, he gives an account of the different coins struck 
off and the modiíications which they experienced at various periods, .also uf 
the new system when the administration was assumed by the government. 
He moreover considers with attention the causes by whicli the interests of tlie 
mining industry suffered and suggests remedies. Being a highly scientific 
man Iie (Ud not fail to gain tlie appreciation of Humboldt, who describes him 
as ' le savant d'EIhuyar, ' and 'Le savant directeur du tribunal de Mineria de 
Mexico,' Essai PoiiL, L 118, 293. 

The authorities consulted for this chapter are: Reales Cédtdas, MS,, i. 
8-9, 92-7; iL 1-3, 10-11, 43, 70, 104-5, '209-24, 238; Prov'tdcncicLS Reales, 
MS., 1 3 e t s e q . ; Onlenes de laCorona, MS., L 133, 211-12; ui. 75-6, 111-12, 
140-1; Azanza, Ynsti'uc, MS., passim; Crdulario. MS., i. 99, 135-43; iii. (;4, 
78-80, r29-3'2, 230-2, '247-53; iv, 82-99, -̂ O-̂ --̂ ;̂ Linurcs, Instrur., MS., 3--28; 
Virn/'sde JLx., Ynstruc. MS., 1-5; Reales Onlcncs, i. 111--23I, 314, 340-461; 

iv. .367-72, 405-6, 436-59; v. 173-8, 291-3-24; licfdtu Cigali, Instruc, MS., 
u. passim; Id., Bandos, 17 et se(p; V'tUa-ScÍtor, Theafro, i. .38-61; Tonjuc-
mada, i. 614; iu. 260-1; Cogolivdo, H'tst. Ytic, 101, 541, 617; \^cfancfrt, 
Tntt. Jlex., 30-2; Calle, Jlem. y NoL, 42-50, 60, 92, 112, 118, 183; Pugn, 
Cedulario, 27 et seq.; Florida, Col. Doc, 126-8; Doc E'cics. Jlex., MS., v. 
1-2; Parheco and Cárdcnas, Col. Doc, ii. 191; iii, 5;î4; vi. 166-74; 447-8, 
499, 512-13; vii. 208-9; xiu. 193-5, 200, 217-18; Cartas de Iitdias, 659-60; 
Certiãcacion de las Jlerccdrs, MS,, 96-209; Xueva Espana, Acucnlos, MS., 
4-6,"12, 73-4; Doc IIisL Jlrx., série i. tom, i, 4, 121-8, 297, 328, 470-8, 508-
22, 536-9; tom, u, 74-8, '207, 217, 294; tom, iv, C,-2, 91, 168-9, 175, 190-8; 
CoL Doc Inéd., xxi, 523-52; D>irango, Doc fíisL, MS,, 110; Jlonfeniuyor, 
Svmarios, 49-50, 11-2-13, 152-63, 2.37-76; Disposiciones \'urias, i. 5 9 e t s e q . ; 
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ii. 3-15; iii. 18, 25-39, 56-63; Recoj). de Indias, i. iL, passim; Monumerdos 
Domin. Esp., MS., 30-2, 81, 123, 165-6; /(/,, IIisL y PoL, MS,, 373-46, 
501-89; Ciíijo, D'iario, passim; Guatemaîa, Atttos de Parte, MS,, 1-41; 
Samnnicgn, Relacion, passim; America, De.tcrip., MS,, 1-2-2-3; Zurita, Reln-
cion, MS',, 18-21, 44-75; Aluman, DiserL iL 102-5, 310-16; / ( / , fíist. JleJ., 
i. 4 ct seq,; Leyes l^arius Anof., MS,, 53-5, .353-7; Robles, D'iario, 74-8, 207, 
217, 294; Lerdo dc J'cjutla, Ajmnt. Hi.<f., 301-9, 388; /( / . , (Joinc-c Estad., 
21-3; Diczmos dc Inditis, jiassim; Jlonte Pio de (Jjicinas, Pronttiario, 1-50; 
Brli iia, Reco})., i. 38-78, 123-5, 166-7; Jfuyorga, Dererhos, passim; .Irce y 
Erhcu'/uruy, Instruc, 1-96; JIcxico, Contestacio>i á los OI>.<crv., 71, 100-102; 
/(/ . , Dcrcc/ios, 1-14; / ( / . , Estctdo (/c Real llac, 94; /( / . , L'xj)0.<icion al Sob. 
Coi /., .30; /(/., J/cmoriu A'/ric IS.'/S, 2-4; LL, Jlnnoria Ilac ISJ'/, 3-7; Id,, 
18JJJ, 4-18, 56; /(/ . , ISiO, :18, 61-5; LL, Jínnoriu Presetd'tda, 1-60; /(/. , Jle-
>i ,fia Rrl. 1852, 6; /( / . , Xof. C'iud. Jlrx., 132-3, 298-9, 307-28, 337-60; /(/., 
Rcatcs Aruiizdcs, 1-112: /,/ . , Rei. Esfudo, 4 - 5 ; /(/., liri/luinrnto, passim; 
Stjuir,-'s JISS., ii. l.S-21, 44-75; Guerrn, Jlodo, 1-80; ir;//;c, Not. fíac, 
1-1), 20-2; EstiiIIa, xxvL 284, 344; xxvii. 11-15, 217-46; I,tte,ulc,ites Reál 
Onf, 202-62; Orozro y Bcrrn, Jlrm. C'tud. Jlex., 16,8-71; ('uvo, Tres Sijlos, 
pp, xiii,-xxiii, 121, 131; ii, 16-17, 147-60, 182-4; iu. 1.5, 265-71; JIanifie.<to 
dc su Jtisticia, 1-58; Fonsccu y Urrutiu, Real fíuc, i.-vL, passim; <S'«c. Jlex. 
Criii,., Boletin, ii. 7, 17-40; v. 336; v iu . 5 5 6 - 7 ; x. 5 0 5 - 1 1 ; xi . 3-20-1; Id., 
•2du, ep. L 297, 3::0, .348, 376, 404-'22; uL 9.3-4, 179-81 , '201-2; Zamora, Bib. 
Lij. UIL, L 2.5-8, 3 1 ; u . 53.3-40; iu . 35 -63 , 209-12, 4 ;K-59; vi. 81-96; 7'cr-
iiuti.f-Coinpuns, Voij., série i. t om. x . 243-56, 4 5 1 - 3 ; série ii. tom. v. 85, 
1-24-5. I70--2, 191, '-246-74; ZuiiJiju y 0., Calend., 7-2-5, 88-98 , 119, 146-8; 
Rirrfa, Gi.hcrui'ntc- Jicx., i. '30, 99- ' l00, 132 c t seq . : Jiu.si'o JLex., i. ,353-8, 
39;)-4()2; i i i . 4 0 7 - 8 ; iv. 94, 259-60; EUttnjur. Indujmioucs, p a s s i m ; Lahurpe, 
Ahrcijt', X, 2 5 1 - 3 ; Ordci ntza.s para, cj (Joh'tcrno, 1-59; / ( / . , lit(ilRentu I'oivoru, 
I - 73 ; / ( / , , lic'tl Rcitte Xuypcs, 1-35; / ( / . , Lcdjor Jloncdc , 1-59; Jlayer's Jlex. 
A::t., i. 141, 248, 2 7 4 - 5 ; ii. 92, 96, 107-8 ; ('uncrludu, Tel. Jlex., 3-2-6, 47-51, 
166-9, 285-97 ; / ( / . , Riiitiu de ia X. Esp., 3 7 - 8 ; Drnis, Arte Plumar'ta, 8; 
Tfihtifos, Reglamcnto, 1-14; /,/., Rcgiamento y ()r,lrnanzns, 1-66; Arunccl 
dcr'c/uis. l-.'^9; Ilernandcz, E'.sfad. J/e/., 133; Xouv. Annaics des Voy., iv. 
2.-)4-5; ILumboldt, E.<.<ai I'ol., i. 279; ÍL 578-,8'2, 67.5-81, 734, 803; Id'., Xeir 
Sji'iin, iv. -20.5-81; / ( / . , Tablas Est"d., M S . , 46-.54; / ( / . , Vcr.such. 1-29, .55, 
120-21 ; (Jucrln JLx., i . -x . , pass i ra ; Alzate, Guceta.s, i. 82, 106-7; Guin dc 
Ilitr., i. 7 2 - 3 ; iL 59-08 , 116-28. 141-4; Sun Jliliun, Jucz O/icicd, 1-19; Coi-t^s, i ii 
Diurio, iv. 106-8 ; v. ^•^O; ir«/ '( / 's JL'X., i. 55 ; i i . 12, 1.5, 31 -2 , 49, 58; C/icnt- ™^> 
iirr, Le Jicxiijttr, 53;j-4;i; /Jthricu y L'.stu'mjia de Å'ut//)cs, 1-16; Dotncttcch, \\f^^ 
lli.d. JJix,, i. '250-51, 27'^; TrJ ittjs, li"/luiiicnfo <lr, 1-14; Cucrru, Ri v. dr • ,' 
X. E.</i., i. 17.5-6, 299~.30I; u . 6:30-31; .4r/-('//r(,'/r(, Rccop., 18,20, 4.33-.5-2;î; / / . , lû tll 
Lij'oriite qur d'teron, 1-2; Culfez, Liforinc Jlarquis .Sou,, i>u^snn ; Diurio Jícx., ynn., 
ii. 151-2; iiL 8, :;(i, 4 1 0 - 1 1 ; v. i;)4, -22'2, -285; vii. ]-20; ix. 15,S; xL, iiiissiin ; 
xii . 56 e t seq . ; xi iL, ]")assini; Zamucois, ILi<f, JieJ., iv. 5 9 9 - 6 3 1 ; v. 40,S-9, 
4-2()-4, 468, 476-9 , ;-)46-5,S, 5 7 1 - 9 1 , 6 1 2 e t s e q . ; vL 19, 23, 40-96 , l-2,S-:i6, 182, 
:h',s-!), .561; vii. 149, 178, 3 8 0 - 1 ; x, 131.S-19, 1334-5, 1:390-2; El Tinitjio, 
182.',, 109; 184D, !I2; Pd/i.Vur., v. .5'2-4; xvL i;!-2-48, 164; xxxv, 1--26; Uv, 
27, 67 ; Ixxx, 1-27; cxlii, 39 -40 ; cL "23; clxi . :;; cxxxix . : i9-40; ccxv. :r,-X; 
Zufiilu, iiij;. Jlcx,, ii. 2;!-6; Condiciottcs dji licul As.sicnto, 1-25; Yvrulan, 
Estuif. 7 -12; SuJmnii's JIi)dc,-n IHst., iii. 215; Xilc<, Rcijistcr, xxi i i . 1.33, 155; 
xxvi i . -245; Jlojrus, Exj,lor., i. 3!)-.S6: Arr(,viz, Ilist. y Cn/ii., 1.53; Jttirio de 
tiii Ainrrircnio, 5; Aivnrrz, L'stndios IIi.<f., iii, 2()2, 424; Liistrureion dr los ('o-
jitisionados, 1-30; li"jl<'>i ido puru el Goh'icruo, 1-63; l'rudt, Ilist. licr. Ksj>,, 
3!)-40; Lnstitutn Crog. L'stud., 2'.]; Aguardicnfi, licgl'tmcnto, 1-26; Brrvcs 
lii'/ltx. Pulque, 6; Jlodo .\uiiieiit. Donero, 3 ; (^ueipo, Col, JJoc, i;3-2-64; Bras-
scur de Bourhour:/, Xai, ( iv., iv. 775; Abeja Poblana, 1-76; Dicc Univ., i. 
5 2 - 3 ; ix, •2ii.')-7; x. 917; Torrcttc, lirvof Ilispan, i. 13-18, 2 3 ; Jledia AnoUa, 
liral C<d., 1-3; Thcjmjison's liccollcrftovs, I 9 I - 6 ; Querétaro, XoL EsL, 73-4; 
Pciaez. Jlcm. IJist. Gucd., i, 251 -56 ; ii, 184-206; Rivera, fíisL Jaiapa, i. 59, 
112. 144, 164, 198-9. 
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CHAPTEB XXXII. 

T H E SECULAR CLERGY. 

1600-1800. 

STicious EccLESiASTics—STRUGGLE BET'WEEN THE REGULAR ORDEKS AND 

THE SECTJLAR CLERGY—INFLUENCE OF THE RELIGIOUS ON THE INIASSES— 

T H E R O Y A L P R E R O G A T I V E — P rVILEGES OF THE EcCLESIASTICS—RlGHT 

OF SANCTUARY—THE BISHOPRICS OF N E W S P A I N — R E L I G I O U S FRATER-

NiTiES—CHURCH P R O P E R T Y — I T S CONFISCATION O R D E R E D — C H U R C H 

R E V E N U E S — T H E INQUISITION. 

DURING the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
the secular clerg}^ included many who had come to 
New Spain in search of fortune, having little prospect 
of .-îuccess in their native country. These vvere for 
the most part mere adventurers, vicious, and a cancer 
in the body ecclesiastic. The natives among the secu-
lars, vvith a fevv exceptions, had also become contami-
nated. Of this we have abundant evidence in papal 
bulls and royal orders, in the reports of soveral vico-
rovs, of whom one was a distinguished prelate, and 
in the edicts of the inquisition. Violations of tho 
vows of chastity, impeding the administration of 
justice, trading against express prohibitions, manufac-
turing prohibited liquors, collecting cxcessive fees, 
and defrauding the crown, were cominon practices, 
and indeed some of their deeds were so scandalous 
tha t decency forbids their relation.^ 

^ Jlorelli, Fast. Xov. Orb., 429-31; Recop. de Ind., i. 90-1; Palafox, In-
struc, in Jlorfi. Col. Docs, MS., 27-9; Jlancera Insti-uc, 469-71; Lina-
res, Lnstruc, MS., 469-71; Dc.t'cnsor de ht ]''erd., 1; Ôrd. de la Coronu, MS., 
viL 77; Cre.spo, Jlem. AJu.sf., 7, 8; Disposic ]^ur., v. 5, 13, 29; Reules Ccdv-
las, M8,, i. 34-5; Cam/,iIlo, N. Sistema, 45-6; Villarroel, Evfojn, Polit,, 
6-25, in Bustaviante, Voz de la Patria, v, One viceroy, the inarqucs de 
Branciforte, gives all the clergy, high and low, a good character, biit as he 
left rather a bad one of his owu in the country I hesitate to accept his uncor-
ro^^rated testimony, BranciJ'orfe, Instmc, in Linurcs, Inst,-itc, MS., 44-6. 
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682 THE SECULAR CLERGY. 

Among the ordors of monks were always to be 
found from the earliest days men who had come to 
America to render good service to God and their king, 
at the saiiio time ridding themselves of the monotony 
of conventual life, and winning renovvn for their re-
s])octive orders and clistinction fjr themselves. JMaiiy 
of theni earned tlie coveted crown of martyrdom, fear-
lessl}^ carrying the gospel and the arts of peace among 
sav agos, and a inuch larger number won fame either 
by their charity and missionary labors, or by their 
loarning and writings upon various topics, especially on 
the countries where they dvvelt or journeyed. Not a 
fevv attained to high position, and thus secured a larger 
fielcl for usofulness. Bu t it must be confessed that the 
regular orders also contained unworthy members, men 
who shrank from poverty and discipline, some ofwhom 
were vain, covetous, and proíligate, and looked upon 
their mission in the New World only as an opportunity 
to gratify their desire for a life of ease and pleasure. 

After the spiritual conquest of Mexico, it vvas an 
easy mattor for these ecclesiastics to have themselves 
assigiiod to parishes or doctrinas, which, though an 
outvvard show of relio'ion was maintained, became hot-
beds of vice; even the sacred act of confession being 
profaned. This scandalous immorality vvas, in the 
second half of the eighteenth and early years of the 
nineteenth century, most noticeable at the seats of 
some of the dioceses and in small towns; in the capital 
the clergy were somewhat restrained from open exhi-
bitions of vice by the presence of the superior author-
ities of New Spain. 

The day camo when the supreme government de-
cided tha t the friars should be restricted to their 
own proper functions, and ncjt be allowed any longer 
to encroach on tliose of the secular clergy, and the au-
thoritios encouraojed the latter to assert their rights,^ "^iWs 
A long contest ensued, in which the rehgious orders 
struggled for every point, but they were defeated; and 

^ Reaîes (Jcdulass, MS., 90-2. 

ici 



EXCLUSION OF CREOLES. 683 

injunctions came from the crown against any but sec-
ular clergymen being nominated for vacant benefices.'^ 
The result was a better state of afiPairs; the ranks of 
the seculars were reénforced by worthy and able men, 
and they soon gained the ascendency among the people. 

Dur ing the first two centuries after the conquost 
the church offered preferment to natives of America, 
many of whom hcM bishoprics,* and other high posi-
tions; but in the latter part of the eighteenth centur}', 
all royal orders to the contrary notwithstanding, the 
number of native-born priests thus promotecl had 
become very smalb^ A cédula of May 2, 1792, ordered 
that one half the prebendaries of the cathedral should 
be conferred on natives of America; but a suggestion, 
said to have emanated from Archbishop Haro , to the 
eífect tha t Americans should Iiave only inferior officos 
in order to keep them ever humble and submissive, 
seems to have been adopted. The result of this policy 
was tha t in 1808 all the bishoprics of New Spain 
with one exception,^ the greater portion of the canon 
stalls, and a large number of the rich curacies vvere in 
the hands of Spaniards from Europe. 

' The secularizatiou of the curacies was carried on without trouble as early 
as 1760. Jlarfii, Instmc, '20-1, in Linares, Lnstrvc, M,S, 

*Zamacois, Ilist. JIcJ., x. 1375-8, tries to prove tliat the goverument dis-
tributed her favors equally among creoles and natives of Old Spatn; but 
Alaman, who caiinot be accused of enmity toward the mother country, says 
that out of 706 bishops appoiuted in Spanish America before tlie revolution, 
105 were native Americans, and but few of thera were appointed to the most 
iraportant sees. Ilisf. JLJ., i. 14. In the last century there was discrimiiia-
tion against the creoles. No native of Yucatan was ever bisliop of that dio-
cese, Ancona, fíist. Yuc, ii, 333-4. 

*The high offices of the chiirch were reserved for natives of Spaiii. 
Zavala, Ensayo fíisL, i. 66, Archbishop Lorenzana recomraended that the 
iiatives shouhl be forced to learn the Spanish language, and as this could iiot 
be readily accomplished, the creole priests, whoforgood reasons opposed that 
measure, were accused of selfish motives, for as they kiiew the Indian languages 
the curacies of Indian towns would all fall to their lot, This w as denied by 
a creole Franciscan, Father Francisco de la Rosa Figueroa, wfeo asserted that 
the secular priests from Old Spain never desired curatos de Indios, prefcrring 
the parishes of Spaniards in Mexico, or higher preferment, 'con la sonibra de 
las sagradas mitras, mayormente los que -vn Sr Arzobispo ô Obispo trae en 
su familia, que luego van subiendo y exaltando hasta ocupar los Juzgados 
eclesiásticos, ô los choros de lasCathedrales en las Prebendas,' Vindic'ias de la 
Verdad, MS,, 30-31, The sume writer gives 51 names of native Mexicans, 
and 27 of Peruvians, who became bishops and archbishops, Id., 70-5. 

8 That of Puebla, held by Manuel Gonzalez del CampiUo. 
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The prestige of the church was jealously upheld by 
lavv,' and the Indians continued to pay the regular 
clorgy the reverence which the early missionaries had 
won from them, a reverence bordering on veneration. 
This wrought no mischief so long as it was shown to 
men worthy of it, for the old friars were firm sup-
porters of the government, but when bestowed on a 
corrupt and presumptuous clergy it became a source 
of great danger,^ especially as the lower offices of the 
ohurch were in the hands of discontented natives, 
who, being in contact with the masses, must Iiave 
influenced them in political aflfairs. This element 
became a powerful agent, and the time canie when it 
worked upon the hearts of a large majority of the 
inhabitants against the Spanish domination. 

The church of Mexico, like tha t of the rest of 
Spanish America, was under the immediate control 
of the crown, through its ropresentatives, the viceroy 
and governors, by virtue of tho reaJ p)atronato. This 
was a r ight held as the most valuable of the crown -
attributes;' ' it was claimed on the ground of prior 

' In 1790 a mulatto, for striking a priest, was awarded 400 lashes well laid 
on. An alcalde de corte, for a similar offence, wus excomuiuiiicated. A 
ro\ ul ordcr of the same ycur prescribed tlie penalty of death for rohberies 
euiiiniitted in churches, liohlrs, Diario, 36-7; (Jrirj-:, A., Vo'.o Fttiid., 19, 
Tlie worship of the masses, who had little instruetiuu iii religion, euusisted 
maiiily of extemal sliow. Tlie duque de Linares said: 'Eii este rtyii,j todo 
es cxterioiidad, y viviendo poseidos dc los vicios.. ,Ies paiccc á lo iiius, que 
trayendo cl rosario ul cuello y besando la mano á un sacerdote son Catiilicos', 
(|iic los dicz mandamicntos no sé si los conmutan eii ceremonias,' Liinircs, 
Itt.sfrvr., M.S., 37. An able writer in 1785 severcly criticised the religious 
2,r,icticcs in the capital, denouncing thera as barbarous, bccause thcy con-
V eited the most solemn mystcries of theCathoIic cliurch into acts of supersti-
tiun and fanaticisiu in the niost ridiculous form; he uses these words: ' En 
ninguna partc del reino cristiano se presume de mas cristiandad y devocion, 
y eu niuguna estu ménos radicada que en estacapital. ' Viiiarroel, Enf. Polit., 
75 81, in Biisturncuitc, Voz dr lu Patr'ia, v. 

^ The duque de Linares, in view of the prevailing coiruption, and remem-
bei ing the riots ;igainst tlie uiarcjués de Gclves in 1624, made it a point to 
avuid all bickertng w itli churchmcu, He gave his reasons as follows: ' Porque 
sun capaces de atropehar el rrspeto de la persona, é inquietar los animos de 
lus scculares, porquc. . .la cantida;! de eclesiasticos ignorantes uo es poca,. .y 
el todo dcl pueblo de la voz de catolicos en apariencia es comun,' Linares, 
Lisiruc, :MS., 37, 41-2. 

" ' La piedra mas rica, la mas preciosa Margarita de su Real Diadema. 
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discovery and possession, and the introduction of chris-
tianity, followed by the building and endowment of 
churches, convents, and monasteries. To this were 
added the privileges conferred by popes Alexander 
V I . and Julius I I . , confirmed by later briefs of the 
holy see.^'' The decision of the first ecclesiastical 
council of Mexico reserving patronage to the king 
was advanced as an additional reason. The preroga-
tive vvas claimed as one to be forever held inalienable. 
No person or persons, ecclesiastical or secular, no 
church or monastery, was to use the patronage, ex-
cept under the crown's authority, and severe penalties 
were provided against infringements of the royal priv-
ilege. 

The nomination of archbishops and bishops and the 
bestowal of benefices in the Indies beIono:ed exclu-
sively to the crown, and were consequently confirmed 
without demur. The king became ipso facto the 
head of the church in America, and no bull, brief, or 
other order emanating froin the holy see or its apos-
tolic nuncios could be published or carried out witli-
out being first submitted to and passed by the council 
of the Indies.^^ Repeated C(3dulas issued from 1644 
to 1672 inclusive reiteratfed those orders, and enjoined 
viceroys, audiencias, governors, and other rulers to 
send back to the council of the Indies all documents 

Ribadeneyra, Jlanual Covip., in address to the king, 3-4; Palafox, Instmc, 
in Jlorfi, Coi. de Doc, IMS.. 26. 

^^ Ribadciryru, IcL, 51-68. Antonio Joachin de Rihadeneyra, IMaiiiial Com-
pendio de el Rcgio Patronato Indiaiio (^Madrid, 1755). Tlie autlior fiUed liigh 
judicial offices iii Nueva Galicia and IMexico, aiid v a s a raember of thc king's 
council, a man fully competent for the work lie iiiidertook, He furnished a 
complete aiid exhaustive dissertation in clear ancl laconic style, on the royal 
patronage, both canonical and civil, in the Iiidies, with tlie vicw of rendering 
the matter comprehensive and practicah Tlie work contains all the ji^ipal 
bulls, royal orders, and opinions of reliable aiithorities beariug on the subject 
and going to sustain the compiler's statements, 

^'Cédiila of Felipe IV, , April 25, 1643, reiterating others of his predeces-
sors and his own issiied between 1564 and 1633, Recop. de Ind., i. 36, 49, 50, 
70, 76, 78, 115, 118-19; Reales Ca/.ulus, MS,, L -27-8; ()/-(/, de la Coro>iu, MS,, 
i. 1; Zamoru, Bib. Leg. UlL, v. 43; Leucs, Vcir. A>iot., MS., 23. The same 
rule was applicable to pcUentes oí the generals or superiors of the religious 
orders. The only ones excepted were such as were for the internal domestio 
govemment of the reUgious -within their cloisters, Jlontemayor, Svmaríos, 
36-38. 
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of this nature which had not been duly passed by 
tha t body. 

Nevertheless occasional violations of the royal 
}>rivilege occurred, two of them as late as 1746, when • 
the archbishop of Mexico published two papal briefs 
without the royal exequatur, whereupon both he and 
the audiencia were reprimanded, and ordered to re-
scind them. Later , in 1777, it was ordered that 
l^opes' bulls, briefs, and kindred instruments, even if 'f!'*' 
provided with the couiicil's exequatur, were never to 
be circulated without the permission of the viceroy, or 
local govornor, as vice-patrono.'^'^ 

The royal prerogative never failed to assert itself 
Even in God's temple specitd honors were paid the 
viccroy, because of his being the viceregal patron. 
The appointment of 'provi.sorcs and vicarios generaJes 
had to be submitted to the crovvn for approval. Com-
petitions for vacant stalls in cathedral chapters must 
be in presence of an asistente reaJ, appointed by the 
\ ico-patron. In the selection of parish priests or 
curates, a ternary of names vvas to be laid by the • 
ordinary before the vice-patron,^^ who usually chose 
the first on the list, to avoid giving oífence, and be-
cause he seldom knew who was the worthiest. 

The secular clergy held a privileged jurisdiction, 
known as fuero ecJesiástico, with special courts, and 
until near the closeof the eighteenth century personal 
exemption from tlie control of other tribunals.-'* Ec-
olesiastical courts were, however, not only forbidden 

^^Provid. Reales, MS., 80-1; Ôrd. de la Corona, MS., i. 201-2. The 
ktng's prerogative was so jealousíy guarded that evenalms could not be asked 
for in the Indies, if to be sent to Spatn, without the express leave of his India 
Couneil, Archbishops and bishops before assuming the govemment of their 
(l uccses had to lay before the vice-patrono the evidence of having taken the 
regular oaths of fealty and obedience to the crown, A viceroy in the 17th 
century rcported one of those violations by Bishop Osorio of Puebla, who was 
of couisc eompeUed to fulfil the law, Jlunceru, Instmc, in Doc Incd,, xxi. 
51'2-1.5, 

^^Cn/ulario, IMS,, i, 62-3; Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 7; Pinart, Doc Son., 
MS., 6-14; Pcditfox, Instruc, '\n Jlorfi, Col.Doc, MS., -27; Patronatto, 1-83, 
in JL'x. Doc Eths., M,S., iio. I. 

^* Jlorcili, Eu.<f. Xov. Orb., 19-2-5; Betancurf, Derecho de lus Ig., 1-51. 



ECCLESIASTICAL COURTS, 687 

to encroach on the royal jurisdiction, but expected to 
afford every possible aid to the cominon courts. The 
laws of Castile on this subject had full force in Mex-
ico.^^ They had no cognizance in cases either civil or 
criminal over persons not catholics, nor criminal juris-
diction in cases of adultery; they could not sentence 
Indians to hard labor for this crime, nor impose finos 
on them for any oífence; neither could they inflict 
capital or corporal punishment on any one. In tlie ad-
ministration of clergymen's or intestates' vvills the ec-
clesiastical courts had no jurisdiction, such cases being 
of the cognizance of the royal courts, except where a 
clergyman appointed his own soul as the heir—that 
is, ordered tha t his estate be used in payment for 
masses and other religious rites for the benefit of his 
soul. The council of the Indies could, however, re-
voke all ecclesiastical decisions.^^ 

By bull of Gregory X I I I . dated February 28, 
1578, and royal orders of 1606, 1722, and 1731, all 
suits of vvhatever nature commenced in the ecclosias-
tical courts of the Indies were to be termiiiatod in 
them and not carried elsewhere. This had roferonco 
to cases in which the ecclesiastical judge acted in his 
capacity as the ordinary; but not when he proceeded 
as the delegate of the pope, '̂̂  in which event any 
appeal would have to be to the pope himself 

Thus for more than two centuries the secular clergy 
enjoyed great privileges, but these were in later times 
gradually abolished. By a njyal decree of October 
25, 1795, the common courts were allowed to take 
cognizance of grave crimes committed by the eccle-
BÍastics. The saJa deJ crímen, or criminal court, now 
sure of its right, acted with rigor against priests, 
especially curates, confining a number of them in the 

^^Recop. de Ind., i. 79-80. 
^^Recop. de Ind., i, 80-2, 230-2; Jlontemayor, Svmarios, 39; Ortega, Voto 

Fundado, 19; Ord. de la Corona, MS., L 104, 106; v, 1-2; Reales Ord., i. 
447-9; Cedulario, MS,, i, 64-5; Prov'id. Reales, MS,, 107-9, 134^2, 146-50, 
182-3, 281-5; Rescrip. Reales, MS., 36-7. 

^'' MoreUi, Fu.st.Nov. Orb., 272: Leyes, Var. Anot., 32-3. 
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same prisons as the lowest classes of the people. In 
tliis matter the royal audiencia favored the cause of 
the clergy. The royal order above named prompted 
tho bishop and chapter of Michoacan to make, in 
Docember 1799, a representation to his Majesty,^^ 
which contains many wise and liberal suggestions. 

The courts connected with the archbishopric of 
]\Iexico and other sees were: The provisorato for 
Spaniards, presided over by the jucz provisor, having 
besides a prosecuting attorney, sheriff, relator, two 
notaries or clerks, a translator of apostolic letters, 
keeper of records, and messenger; and the provisorato 
for Indians, with a provisor, notary, clerk, and re-
ceiver; the juzgado de testamentos, capeJJanías y ohras 
•pias, vvith judge, counsellor, relator, chief and second 
clerks, and a notary for the military chaplaincy in 
chief.^^ W e have already seen hovv the powers of 
this last named court were curtailed in the probate of 
wills of clergymen. Later a further curtailment took 
place, reducing still more the ecclesiastical fuero, with 
the sovereign's doclaration of March 22, l789,making 
cases of capellanías and obras pías cognizable in the 
secular courts.^'' Questions of jurisdiction between the 
ecclesiastical and civil courts, which vvere of frequent 
occurrence, vvoio adjudicated by the viceroy.-^ This 
power, while it upheld the crown's prerogative, greatly 
exalted the prestige and authority of its representa-
tive in Mexico. 

Ofíenders against the laws who took refuge in a 
church or other sacrecl place vvere, as we have seen, 
allowed benofit of asylum, in certain cases not excluded 
under papal briofs and royal orders. Eor a long time 

18' Informe del Obispo y cabildo eclesiástico de Valladolid de Michoacan 
al Rey sobre jurisdiccion y Imunidades del Clero Americano,' The wliole 
docuinent, under a somewhat di.j'erent heading, may be found in Jlora, Obras 
Su.eltus, i, 1-68; (JUCÍJJO, COI. dcDocs, 1-65, Humboldt gives the above title. 
Ess'ii Pof, i. 105, 

"*Zú5iga, Calcndario, 5-2-4, gives the names and residences of theofficers. 
^oj/íi.f. Provid. Dioct.suitus, MS., 203, 273-81. 
^^ Rerílla Gigedo, Listruc, 21; Alaman, IJisL JléJ., i. 68-9. 

(K'-' 
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there had been no limitation, either as to offencos. or 
the number of privileged places. The facility for 
escaping the penalties provided l)y law for the gravcst 
crimes had augmented the number of these asylums 
in countries where churches, shrines, cemeteries, and 
other placcs under ccclesiastical control abounded, 
From time to time nujdifications were obtained by 
the king of Spain from the Roman pontiffs. Popos 
Gregor}^ X I V . , Bonedict X I I I . , Clomont X I I . , and 
Benedict X I V . excluded from that privilege mur-
der, robbery in public places and highvvays, muti-
lations of limb, forgory, herosy, high treason, and 
other grave ofíenccs; and Clement X I V . by his brief 
of September 12, 1772, which was ordered to be 
enforced by roval clecree of Novcmber 2, 1773,^- vorv 
considerably diminished the number of churches tha t 
were available as as^dums for offenders against the 
Iaw.23 

Tho cathedral cliurch, described elsewhere, pos-
sessed large wcalth in silvor, gold^ and precious stoiios. 
The .^aíjrario, an appoiulage of the cathedral, was also 
a fine edifice, The dcscondants of Cortcs furnished 
eleofant carriaofcs aiid costlv teams of mules for con-

-'^ Rescri"t"sRealrs, MS., 6-2-74; Rcah s ôrdenes, v. '244-59; Ccdulurio, uL 
226-33; Célula Real, 1S15, 1-21. 

'-^lu 1787 the king decieed that crimiuals of whatever condition in Itfe, 
who liad taken refuge in ehurches, should 1)C at onee taken theuce with the 
permission of the priests tn cliargc, or the nearest eeclesiustical authority, or 
withouti t if the rcjuest weie iiut promptly cii'.nplied with, hy the proper offi-
cial, under a bond (wiitten or verbal, at tlie prisoner's option), T!;,it life aiid 
limb would be respectcd until the immunity plea had been decided. Tlie 
prisoners would bc contíned in tlie public prisons, and supportedut theirown 
cost, if they had lueaiis; otherwise at the expense of the public, or the rnyal 
treasury, In no instance was senteuce to exceed 10 years" labor in chain 
gangs or navy yards, service tn the arm)' or navy. or exile, If the oflenee were 
debarredof privilege, then the ccclesiusticalcouit miist surrender tlie prisoner 
to be dealt with by the proper authorities. Difl'erences arising as to tlie nature 
of the crime were to be clecided hy the audiencia. All aiithorities were re-
quired to uid one another to secure tlie punishment of crirae, and to avuid all 
abuse of the ecclesiastical immunity. Cedulario, MS., i. 77-8, iii, 221-6; J/( ,, 
Provid. Dioccs., ^MS., 46-50, '2.5-2-60, ;351-62; Rescriptos Rcales, MS., 1-8, 
147-8; Provid. Reaks, MS., 89, 280-1; Rcales ('idtdas, MS., L 21-2-13; Ôrd. 
de la Corona, MS., i. 8-2-7: Colon., Jvzgados MUU., i. -238, 327-8; Recop. Ind. 
i, 35; Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., iu. 5bV-0:i. 

HisT, M x., VoL, m . 44 
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veying thence the host through the streets during the 
visitation of the sick,'̂ * 

The metropolitan of Mexico on certain occasions 
had the supervision over, and on others the adminis-
tration of vacant sufírao'an sees. Among' his duties 
was that of casting liis vote at the election of profes-
sors of the univorsity of Mexico.^^ 

I t was provided by law tha t in nominations for the 
chapter of tho archdiocese of ]\Iexico and its suffragan 
soos, preference sliould be given to graduates of tbe 
universities of Spain, Mexico, and Lima, or to clergy-
mon who had served in cathedrals; or to those pro-
posed by the king himself or his representatives in 
the Indies by virtue of the royal patronage. Where 
possible two of the canons were to be jurists, and two 
theologians. The four stalls, callcd rospectively d(jc-
toraJ, rna(ji.'<tral, Jectorcd, nud pcnitenciario, were given 
to those who excelled in learning ancl goneral offi-
ciency. All the members wero to bo permanent rcsi-
donts, and faithful attendants at the chapter's sessions 
and other service, and could not absent themselves 
from their posts without leave froni the crown.''̂ ' 26 

The annals of the church in Mexico, after the 
period of spiritual conquest and missionary labor, 
contain little worthy of note. I might present an 
outline of its progress, recorcl the names of promi-

'•'* E,stalla, xxvi, 282-3. 
^̂  In describing tlie tnauguration of the early bishops and archbishops 

mention was madeof thcir reception under the pallium. This practice was 
discuntinued by roy;J command in 1608, setting afjide the Roman ritual in 
that respect. The houor wus rescrvcd for the ktng; and the ])Oi,e acquiesced, 
The order was reiterated in 17:35. Prorid. Reuies, ^ IS , ,89 ; licu.Ies Cédulas, 
}iI.S., ii. 134; Jloitfcnajor, Snnurios, 34. 

'^^ The chapter of the archdiocese of Mexico consisted of dean, archdeacon, 
prccentor, chancellor, and treasurci; the doctorah magistral, lectoral, aud 
pcnitenciario; five other canons called de merccd; twelve prebendaries, of 
whuiii six weie racioncros, and tlie othcrs mcdios racioneros; :md a secretary. 
At the end of the ei^diteenth century the dean received §10,000 a year; the 
other d' jnidades a little less; canons, from 87,000 to $9,000; the first ckss 
pi, hcnduries, .^4,000 each; the second class, $2,000. Estalia, xxvi. 28-2. The 
insigne v real culcgiuta de Guadalupe, so oftcn mentioned in the course of thts 
history,"liud episcopal honors, being presided over by an abbot, and endowed 
-with ten canons, six prebendaries, and a secretary. ViUa-Senor, Thxairo, 51; 
Zi'i igu. C'ilend., 49-51, 54-5, 
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nent priests, glance at conspicuous peculiarities of 
life or opinion ainong the clergy, smile here and there 
a t a so-called miracle, but such details would not in-
terest the general reader. 

The number of suflPragan sees in existence at the 
opening of the nineteenth century was the same as at 
the close of tho seventeenth. That of Puebla had 
the same number of dignitarios, canons, and })rob-
endaries as the metropolitan, and all its affairs were 
conducted with the utmost regularity. I t s cathedral 
is one of the most magnificent buildiufrs in ^Icxico.^^ 

The chapter of the see of Oajaca consisted of a dean, 
four dignitarics, and eight canons. The rebuilding of 
the cathedral, founded in 1535, vvas begun b y t h e 
fifteenth bishop, Fa the r Angel ^laldonado, in 1702,^^ 
and completed by Bishop Santiago y Calderon, who 
took charge in 1730. The building has three na^os 
besides the chapel, and is said to holcl an arm of 
Saint Chrysostom, the skull of Saint Leontius, mar-
tyr, and a portion of the famous cross of Huatulco, to 
which countless miracles have been ascribed.^^ 

^'Between 1608 and 1802 it was controlled by 14 p /latcs. The most 
prominent of them -were: Alonso de la Mota y Escobar, who guve tîie cathe-
dral $50,000 in ornaments and jewelry; Juan de Palafox, and biego Osorio de 
Escobar, who have been spoken of elsewhere; Mauuel Fernaudez de Sant.i 
Craz, a native of Mexico, who liad been bishop of Duraugo and ^^lichuacan; 
Juan Antonio de Lardizábal, w ho declined the arelibislioi^ric of Moxieu; aud 
Francisco Javier ITabian y Fuero, atteiward archbishop of Valencia iu Spuiii, 

'•'̂ A bequest of $40,000 was left for the purpose of reconstruction. Tu 
1721 there was much dissension between bisliop and chapter about needed le-
pairs. Oax.,Asu,Uos, i n D o c Eclts. Mcx., MS., ii. no. 2; Id., licjjur. delaCa,., 
in /(/ , , MS,, iv, no, 2, 

^"Between 1605 and 1799 there were 18 bishops of tliis diocese, the last of 
whom was José Gregorio de Oma a y Sotomayor. Otliers worthy of mcutiou 
werc: Friar Baltasar de Covarrubias, Juan de Cervantes, Friar Juan Bar-
tolomé Cata o de Bohorques, Alonso de Cuevas Dávalos, who became areh-
bishop of Mexico, Nicolás del Puerto, Isidro Sara' ana, aud Thomas Monta o. 
AII of them were natives of Mexico, aud men of leaming and character. 
Friar Angel de Maldonado, of the order of Saint Bernard, who was in cliarge 
of the see from 1702 to 1728, was noted for Iiis humility and charity. He 
decltned the mitres of Miclioacan aiid Orihuela, The diocese of Michoacan 
had a chapter consisting of five dignitaries, ten canous, and 12 prebendaries. 
In early days, when the revenue v\ as smaller, it had only nine prebends, The 
cathedral was begun tn 1640 by Bishop Prado, with aid from the cro'wn and 
people, I t was rebuilt in 1680, and dedicated in 1706. The buildtng is of 
mixed style, and of majestic appearance, Lglesias, ReL, '269-72, 233-6, Froiii 
1602 till 1809 there were 22 bishops, the last of whom v\as Miírcos Moriaua y 
ZafriUa. Soon after his death Doctor Manuel Abad y Queipo, the vicar-
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As late as 1770 the diocese of Guadalajara included 
Jalisco, Zacatecas, Chiametla, Culiacan, Sonora, and 
Sinaloa, to vvhich was added aftervvard Lower Cali-
fornia. AII the Spanish settlements and many of 
the Indiaii towns were undcr curates before 1767, 
the onl}' missions established being those of Nayarit.^ 
The cathedral is of plain exterior, but handsomely 
decorated internally. T h e . first stone vvas laid by 
A^'ala, the fourth bishop, on the 31st of July, 
1571, and the building vvas completed on the 19th of 
Fcbruar}^, 1618, and consecrated by Bishop Mimbela.^^ 

The bishopric of Durango vvas founded by bull of 
Paulus V. dated October 11, 1620.^^ TJ^^ ^^^^ bishop, 
Fr iar Gonzalo de Hermosilla, an Augustinian, was in 
charLî'c of the see from October 1621 until his decease 

O 

in Januar}^ 1631, A t the time of the foundation the 
diocose embraced Nueva Vizcaya, Sonora, Sinaloa, 
and Nevv Mexico. The cathedral of this diocese is of 
the Tuscan order. I t s construction was begun about 
1695 by the ninth bishop, García de Legaspi, who 
labored under great difficulties for want of architects, 

general, was nominated for bishop; but the pope never confinned the nomi-
nation, Others were: Friars Francisco de Rivera and Márccs Ramirez del 
l 'iudo, the latter of whom spent over $1,000,000 in alins and pious endow-
ments; Friar Payo Enriquez de Rivera, who became archbishop and viceroy; 
Juan Ortega Montaiiez, who also became archbishop of Mexico; aud Friar 
.Vntonio de San Migucl, who gieatly befriended the Indian portion of his 
flock uuring the faiiiine of 1786, and tlie suhsecjuent epideraic of sniallpox. 

-^"Tlie eiiajjtcr of this sec m tlie middle partof the eighteenth century con-
sisted of the ch;m, urclich ucuii and jii ccciit.jr, the doctoral aiid magistral, and 
two othcr canons, V'tila-Seiior, Thcutro Arn., ii. 205. I t seenis to have had 
alsu siiice very early duysfour r;iciunerus. Coitz(dcsJ)ári u, 'J'cidro Ec cs., i. 179. 

^^ljl'.Jtas y Coiic, :J02. Aniong the most distinguished prelates were 
Alonso do la Mota, a native of Mcxico, who was an efficicnt protector of the 
Iiidians agaiust Spanish iisurpatiuns, und Friar Antonio Alcalde, who liad been 
bisliop of Yucatan. The chmations of the latter for the founding of a univer-
sity and otlier educationul pur]iuscs, íor hosj^iitals, churchcs, aiid convents, for 
relicf of the j/uur in tiiiies of famme and epidcmic, aggregated .^1,000,000; hia 
clothcs, food, aud furniturc were of tlie ineanest; at íiis death the fumiture of 
his liouse was valucd at S267. Juan de Santiago de Leon Garavito, another 
bishop, was so poor that at liis death he was buried hy charity. Thc last of 
tlie iitneteen prelates of Guadalajara, Juan Cruz Ruiz de Cabanas y Crespo, 
was disttnguished for his generosity, anu a t his death bequeathed his own pat-
rimony, about $25,000, to the poor. He was in charge of the diocese from 
1796 to 1824, 

^''Concilios Prov., 1«? y 2o 368, Cortes, Diario, 1812, xiL 348. Escudero, 
Not. EsL Son., has it tn 1626, Frejes, IIisL Breve, gives 1631. 
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In 1699 ten arches of the crypts and a portion of the 
portals had been built. I t was completed during the 
administration of Bishop Zubiría and consecrated in 
1844.33 

In 1777,3* the pope issued a bull for the erection of 
the see of Nuevo Leon. In February, 1779, Oidor 
Belena defined its territory, which was detached from 
other dioceses.3^ The first bishop of this diocese vvas 
Juan Antonio Sanchez de Alozen, who on becoming 
a Franciscan had taken the name of Antonio de Jesus 
Sacedon.3^ 

The first cathedral in Monterey was begun by 
Bishop Ambrosio Llanos y Vald(3s,3'' who appoars to 
have lacked the physical strength needed for visiting 
his vast diocese and making himself acquainted vvith 
its condition and needs, for the Franciscan commissar}^ 
of missions, referring to his decease in 1789, speaks 
of the necessity of having a young and robust man 
for prelate.3^ 

In 1779 Pope Pius VL ordered Sonora, Sinaloa, 
and the two Californias to form a bishopric vvith its 
cathedral in Arizpe. This was carried out in 1781, 
under a royal cédula, and the first prelate was the 

^̂  HermosiIIa's successor was Alonso Franco y Luna, The list of bishops 
contains twenty prelates up to the year 1812. Tlie last, Gabriel de OUvares 
y Benito, ruled from May29, 1796, to February 26, 1812. 

3*A'. Jicx. Ccdtdus, MS., 301-2; Frcjcs, Ilisf. Brcvr, 272. 
^'^ From that of Guadalajara, the towns in Nuevo Santander, Nuevo Leon, 

Coahiiila, ancl Texas, and tlie villa del SaltiUo; from tliat of Michoacan, the 
towns of Jaumave, PalmiUas, Real de los Infantes, and Tula; from that of 
Mexico, the towu of Santa Bárbara. This arrangement was proclatmed in an 
edict of September 2, 1779. Brlrita, Recop., i. 291, The erection was con.'-
pleted tn 1781, Cortes, D'iario, 181-2, xii, 348. 

^^Belefia in his certilicate mentions him as the first bishop, The same is 
eaid by Gomez, Diario, 23, 57, 61; Bustamtmte, Suplem., in Cavo, Tres Sijlos, 
iii. 29-30. Another authority gives Rafael José Berger as the first. Iglesias 
y Conv., 341. 

'^ Upon its walls was erected a citadel, in 1846, to defend the city against 
the American army. Iglesias y Conv., 342. 

'^Bishop Sacedon's successors to the end of the 18th century were: Friar 
Rafael José Verger, 1783-90; Doctor Andrés Ambrosio de Llanos y Valdés, 
1792-9. Gonzalez, CoL N. Leon, 98-107,122, 373-7; Ôrd. delaCorona, MS. , v. 
31; Pinart, CoL Doc Mex., 153-5; Gaz. Mex. (1790-1), iv. 143; (1800-1), 
X, 121. 
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Franciscan friar Antonio de los Beyes/^ who took 
possession in 1783.*" 

The cathedral of Mérida in the diocese of Yucatan 
was finished in 1598 though not consecrated until the 
12th of December, 1763.*^ The revenue of the see 
was small, yet the cathedral was well provided with 
evorything required for decorous public worship, many 
of the ornaments and regalia being very rich; some of 
its paintings were also fine w^orks of art, the king, the 
bishops, and the canons liberally contributing toward 
that end. According to the bull of erection, its chap-
tcr vvas to be composed of the same number of members 
as that of Mexico; but on account of the small rev-
enue from tithes, was afterward diminished.*^ 

^^ Belena, Recop., i. 291; Ctírtes, Diario, 1812, xii. 348. He was the poorest 
of the bishops, his annual stipend betng only $6,000, and he received no share 
from tithes, E<ciidero, Xot. Son., 40. 

^''His successorwas José Granados yGalvez, who was in chargefrom 1787 
to 1794, and v\as trausferred to the see of Durango, but died before taking 
possession, Tlie tliird prelate was Friar Damian Marttnez de Galinzoga, a 
Franciscan, and the fourth and last of the 18th centiiry was also a Francis-
cau; he wus naiiied Francisco de Jesus Rouset, and was appointed in 1796, 
thougli nut consecrated till 1799. His death occurred in 1814. IIi<t. Xorth 
Jlex. Stcd.es, ii. this series. Igicsiasy Conventos, 342, wrongly asserts that the 
thnc of the ereciiun cf this see is unkuown, and gives Bishop Granados as its 
first prelatc, audBish')p Rouset as the seconcl. 

^' By Bishop Alcalde. I ts cost was $300,000. 
^^lnstead ÍÅ twcuty-seveu membersa.i atfirst, clie chapter includedonlytlie 

dean, archdeacon, precentor, and cliaiicellor, two canons who acted as magis-
tral and peuitenciario, aud two r;icioneros. Cogolivdo, fíist. Yvc, 207; Iglesias 
g ( oi,v., 327-34. Betwecn 1604 aud l8í!2 there wcre twenty-one prelates. 
Ani,;iig tliem some had opportunities for displaying greater qualities of lieart 
uiid iniiid thau others. Several obtained higlicr preferments, DiegoVazquez 
Mercadu becunie archbishop of Manila, Juaii Alonso Ocon in 1643, Juan 
Gomez de l'uruda in I7'28, Francisco Pablo Matos Coronado in 1741, and • 
Antoiiio Alculde iii 1771, were transferred lespcetively to the sees of Cuzco, I 
(íiiuteraala, Michoacau, and Guadalajara. 

The foUowing list contains sorae additional authorities which have been 
euiisuLed for tlie preparatioii of the matter connectcd with the several sees 
and their hiiiiujis: (J'.nzuicz Dáv'ilu, 7'ÍV^/'O/Jc/f'.s'., i. 71-301, passim ; ii. 33-4; « 
FeriiUitJiZ, JIi<f. Eclcs., I.'i.'í-O; Ljlcs'ta (J.dctlrui, Rejlas i/ Ordcn., 1-62; Con-
cil'ios Prot;., lstand-2d, 248-375; (Jot -iiios Jirx., iii. and iv. 63, -202; F' .jueroa, 
ViitJi'''Ms, MS., 70-90; ('jrd. dr lu Coronu, MS., ii. 213; iiL 85, 1:54; iv, 61; 

V. 5, 7, 69; Reuics Crdulus, MS., i. 100; Provid. ReaLs, MS,, 172-5; Veitia, 
Liiiu'/r, in Doc L'clcs. JLx., i. no, 5, 37; Patronatto, in Id., i. no. 1; Dúvilla 
I'uiJiHu, 'l'rutro Ecles., i. 124-36, 182-5, 231; u. 64; Co<jollvi.lo, I/i.<L Yuc, | 
464, 467, 617, 659-61; AIeg,-e, fíisL Comp. Jesus, ii. 68, 138-9, 15.8-9, 471; ' 
FIoreiu:'tu, I/'t.J. Comp. Jesus, 232-3, Cavo, Tres Siglos, ii. 86; Villa-Seilor y 
Sanch'Z, 'Tlieatro, i. 241-8; Burgoa, Geog. Descrip., ii. 410; Pap. Franciscanos, 
MS., i. Ist ser. 414; RemesaL Hist. Chyapa, 704, 718; X. Esp., Breve Rrsií- Jk 
mrn, i. 245-6, 273-4; Jledina, C'hrtín. S. D'wjo, 239-41, 246; Gaz. Jléx., Ist 
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I t is not an easy niatter to arrive even approxi-
inately a t the number of the secular clergy in New 
Spain. Very early in the present century, however, it 
was computed at about five thousand.*^ Most of the 
sees had special seminaries for the education of young 
men desiring to enter the priesthood. They vvere 
under the real patronato, and had a numbor of schol-
arships in the patronage of the kiiig's representativc, 
who made the choice upoii the report or recommenda-
tion of their respective rectors. There vvere other 
scholarships endowed by private individuals and open 
to competition. There was also a number of profes-
sorships whose incumbents were appointed by the 
vice-patron." 

ser,, in Doc Llisf. Jlex., -2d ser, iv, 18-19; Id., 2d ser,, in Ld.; Id., iv. 7.5-
504, passim; Caz. JLex. (1784-5), L pref. 3, p. 114; (1786-7), u. 21, "257; 
(1788-9), ui. 145-9; (1790-1), iv. 165-356, passim; (1794-5), vi, 645; (1800), 
X, 12-14, 73, 89; (1804-5), xiL 117-20; Gaz. JLx., 1728 and 1729, in Arc-
fcdo, ('omj)., -29-30, 184; (/(/::. Gob. JIcx. (1810), i. 802; ('ullc, Jlnn. y 
XoL, 62, 7-2, 83, 90-1, 99, 1-22; Dáriiu, Continunciou, MS., 19:1, '285; \'i'lu,i-
cvrt, Trat. JJcx., 26, 27, 52, 53, 71, 72, 77; Vtaticvi^f. JlenoL, 137; li"hir..;, 
Diario, 2-2:^-495, i^assim; (lorncz, Dia,^io, 15-31-2, passiin; Guijo, JJinrio, 218, 
277-8, 371; CcLsfro, 13, 14, 18, 19, .39, 43, 47-8, 56-7; Ju,tri-os, Gutd,, i. -291; 
Juarros, Covip,, 284-90, 2U7-8, 359-60; Stntlos, C/troti. Ilosp,, u. 480; Dávila, 
Mem. IList., pt . i. 117-57; DisfuiJj'tos cleJruiics, MS., i. 571; ii. no. 2; liivcru, 
Diario Cvriosa, in Doc Il'tst. Jlcx., -2d ser. iv. 88; vi. 12, 18-19, 26; Oax., 
Astmtos, in Doc Ecles. JJcx., MS., iio. 2, 2, 74; Dittrio Jlex., viiL -285; i. . 
177; xi. 207-9, 565; Cedtdario, MS., i. '209; iii. 140; S"c. Jlex. Ccoj.,BiJciiii, 
viii. 547; Igiesias, ReL, 287-300; Lti Cusasy /a Jlota, Jlcmoriul, 102; An valo, 
Comji., 30; Guz. Jlcx., Aug. I72S, inArcvulo Comp., 69; Pcrtz. Oruc J'úuchn, 
1-42; A cedo, D'icc, i. 108; u, -246; iu, 141; Aiculdc, Elog. Fáncb., 34-41; 
i.-xxviii, 1-49; Sermon Pcincgirico, l-'23; Oratio Fúneb., i,-XxxLx.; .Scrnion 
Pred'ic, 1-30; Rei. Senc det funtral, I-l:!; Jlora, Rcvol. Jicx., iii. 358; i \ . 
58; Mota-Padilla, Conq. X. Gaf, passiin; Descrip. y P,-osp., 1-13; Sidisiilio 
Ecies., in Doc Edcs. JJcx.. MS., iii, no, 1, ,59, 276; Jcd. Jlcm. llist., -20,->-7; 
Regist,-o, Yucuteco, i. 228-30; ii, 331 43; Custilio, Dicc Il'ist., 9-314, passim; 
GuadaL, in Doc Ecles. JLx., MS., i. no, 6, 9; Cast'dla, Espejo dc E.vcnp. Ob., 
passiiii; Escudero, Esfud. Dur., 23; Escndero, Xot. Soit,, 40; Romero, Xot. 
Jiich., 14-21, 25, 151; Linarcs, ('uadro Sinop., iii Soc Jicx. Ctog., Bolefin, 
2da ep, iv, 639-40; Jlontuiiu, El Coi^azon de las rosits, passim; Carricdo, 
Estudios, 67-8, 114-17; Alavuin, liist. JIcj., iii. 381; Ljlcsias tj Conv., 175-7, 
231-3, 316-20; So.sa, Ep'iscop. Jlex., 80, 9Í), 126, 145, 151, 160, 17.5-7, 231-3, 
316-20; Arroniz, Biog. JIcx,, 152-5; Lázui'o, Sermon Fvncbre, nos. 6 and 7, 
in Arteaga Josías Domenech, fíist. du Jlex,, i, 282; Alj'aro y Piiia, Cuf. de 
Guad.. 5-14; Avona, Hist. Yuc, ii. 201-518, passim. 

*^ Humboldt, Essai PoL, i. 127; Real Consulado de X. Esp., in Soc Jlex. 
Geog., Boletin, ii, 6; Jlex. Diurio, vi. 94, Calle, JLem. y Xot., 45, gives the 
number of clergymeu a t 6,000 in 1646; he probably meant both secular and 
regular priests, otherwise Iiis figiires appear excessive, 

**EstaIIa, xxviL 192-3; Ljlcsias y Gonv., 16, -24, 147-52, I90-I , 236, '275, 
304r-5, 334; Fabian, CoL de Prorid., 307-11, 5-2-2-656, passim; Iluro y P"^-
alta, Cciría Pastoral, 1-266, passiin. 
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Dur ing the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a 
number of religious cofradías or fraternities were estab-
lished in Mexico and other towns for the purpose 
mainly of rendering special worship to God, or the 
virgin, in some of their attributes, or to saints iii 
whose influence and intercession in heaven they placed 
their trust, Among them are many tha t deserve 
mention fortheir exertions in succoring theneedyand 
sick, ancl in the spread of education as well as of 
roligion. I am unable for want of space to furnish a 
histor}^ of these associations and their work, but as 
a mark of respect to their good intentions will name a 
few of them. The colegiata de Nuestra Senora de 
Guadalupe, of which much has been said in other 
parts of this work; an institution of a similar charac-
tor in Querétaro; the archicofradías of L a Cruz and 
the Santísimo Cristo de San Marcelo, the first named 
of the two being founded by the conqueror Cortés; 
the archicofradías del arcángel San Miguel and of 
L a Inmaculada Concepcion; cofradías de San Anton, 
Nuost ia Senora del Socorro, and Santiago; and that 
of the Santísimo Sacramento in Vera Cruz. The 
country teemed with sanctuaries, and to some of the 
images kept therein were attributed miraculous mani-
festations.*^ 

The church of Mexico ovvned real estate, probably 
to the value of between two and three million pesos. J 
After the suppression of tlie Jesuits few lands went ^ 
into the possession of the church. I t s real wealth , 
consisted of the ti thes and vast amounts secured by i 
mortgage, á censo redimihJe on the lands of private 
parties. 

*^ The foUo'wing authorities treat of this subject: ôrd. de la Corona, MS., 
iii, 169-70; Recop. de Ind., i. 33-4, 189; Navarrete, Rescríptos Recdes, MS,, 
56-62; Rei. Peregrina, ii, 95-248, passira; Sigiienza y Gtíngora, Ghrias de 
(Jitrr., 5 I., 235, 4 1 . ; Archicof. del Ai^cángel S. Jliguel, 1-48; Cabrera, Escudo 
de.\r,na<, 97-106; Ctdvln, Feb. 6, 1768, 1-27; LaCasa Peregrina, passim; 
('ortu/onga, Constituc, 1-83; Indtdrjencias Perpetuas, 1-20; Florcncia, Orígen 
dcl (J.lchre Santuario, I--2;J4, passim; Estalia, xxvi. 3-26-8; Velasco y Texada, 
Ilist. Jlilagros. Imágen, passim; Zavcda, La Ven. Congreg. S. Felipe Xer^i, 16-
137, ]i);issim. 

notk^ 
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The aggregate value of the church property, both 
secular and^ regular, in estates and mortgages, must 
have been, in the early part of the presont century, 
not less than one half the total value of real estate in 
the country. A s early as 1044 the ayuntamiento of 
^Mexico petitioned King Felipe I V . to check the in-
crease of convents and of invcstments for religious 
purposes.*^ The possessions of the church were con-
siderably reduced in 1767 by the expulsion of the 
Jesuits, whose cstatos reverted to the royal treasury, 
though the rights of the benevolent e.stablishmen'ts 
of which the Jesuits had been in charge were duly 
respected. Novertheless, at the beginning of the nine-
teenth century the aggregate must have been as above 
stated, and represeiited a monev value of about Í544,-

500,000.^' 
In 1809, at which date it will be remembered vvar 

broke out with France, the Spani.sh government see-
ing no escapo from impending bankruptcy. in conse-
quence of an over-issuo of royal raJts, or treasury 
notes. at tempted a very dangerous financial measure, 
by ordering on the 26th of Decembor, not onlv tho 

*^ The greater portion of the landed property heiug in one shape or other 
in the hands of the chm-ch, it wus learcd th.it if loít uuchecked it would s, ,n 
own aU the land in the country. No more convents were necJed; tl.cic were 
too mauy nuns and servants there already, and t,x^ little with which to sup-
port them, Tue niunber of friurs and elergymeu wus also reprcsciited in the 
saine memoriul ..s excessive, and so was that of holidays, with whieh 'se aere-
cienta el caudal de la ooiosiJad, y daiios que causa esta.' ConzcdezDáviIa, Teatro 
L'chs,. i. 16-17. 

*"Their investments bore the title of capi'alrs de capellantus y obras de la 
Juiisdicchn ordinaríi, Thcv were situated as foUows: Archbishopric of 
Mcxico, 89,000,000; lishropic of Puebla, S ^.500,000; hishopric of Vah..;;o:ul 
(very exaoth S4.500.(.XiO: bishropic of GuaJaI;;j.u-a 83.00\(,i0íh bishrorics ĉ f 
Duraugo, ^Nuevo Leou, and Sonora. 81,000,000: bishopiics of C^ujaca and Yu-
catau, 82,000,0xX): Obras jjicts. of the rcgulai- clergy, 82,500.000; Foíido (/ú.'a/ 
of churches and of n Je aud female religious commuuities, SlO.OOO.tX'O. These 
figures •nere t;iken froni a memorial o the cittzeus of VallaJo.iJ in Michoa-
can to Viceroy Iturrigaray. on the 24tb of October, 1^05, fínmhtJJ'. Essai 
Pol., iL 475-7, Alaman, 'fíist. McJ., i. (>ÍJ-S. clatuis that the a_'gregate niust 
have been much larger, grounding his judgment both on the results of the 
assessmenrs to coUect the direct tax in later years. and on the fact that 
scarcely one stngle estate was not thus encumbered. Many of the csrates 
were mortgaged for their fuU value, and some for even more, thus reudering 
it neccssary in the conrse of tiino to require the proprietors to produce evi-
dence that their lands were not mortgaged for moie than two tlurds of their 
value. 

http://th.it
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sale of the real estate of the church, but that all its 
invested funds, of every kind, should be forvvarded to 
Spain and deposited in a caja de consoJidacion de vaJes 
rcaJes.^^ The resistance of the proprietors was so 
strong, hovvever, tha t between May 1805 and June 
1806, the caja de consolidacion had received from the 
sequestrated estates only 1,200,000 pesos. 

Aside from the income obtained from real estate and 
investments, the revenues of the church were derived 
from various sources, as the fyrirnicias or first fruits, 
payable to the paiish priests, a tax claimed to have 
existed from the earliest days;^^ fees for masses, mar-
riages, and burials, which yielded largely in most of 
the dioceses;^" and last, though by no means least, 
the tithes. The king of Spain possessed under the 
bull of Pope Alexander V I . issued in 1501, the exclu-
sive right of coUecting the tithes in America, subject 
to the sole condition of providing for the religious in-
struction of the natives.^^ 

*^ fíumholdt, Essai PoL, ii. 476; Soc Mex. Geog., Boletin, 2da ép, i. 486-
95; Suarez, Ivforme, 7; Diario Mex., vi, 366-8; Mora, Obras Sueltos, i. 70-
117: Lacunzn, Disc. fíisL, no. xxx'vi. 533-4, Zamacois, fíist. JLéJ., v. 622, 
tells us that the archbishop and chapter of Mexico had donated to the crown, 
in 1777, $80,000. 

*^ If the crop of grain reached six fanegas, the tax was a half fanega, and so 
in proportion. On Uve-stock the tax was one head for every twelve; on milk, the 
(^uuntity obtained in the milking of the first night of each year. Edicfo, MS., 
in J/a///-aí. delnd.,no.7, 1-2; Mex. Represent.,'MS., in JLaltrat. delnd.,no. 1, 
1-39. 

^ ' ln September 1619, the real audiencia required of the archbishop of 
Mexico compliance with the royal order of May r2tli of the same year, to 
keep aud observe the ' síiiodo y arauzel de SeviUa' of burial fees, Tlie pope 
also is-ucd stringent orders, Changeswere made froratime to tiraein the fee 
bill witli the view of reducing it, but it never ccused to be a lieavy burden. 
Jlonicitayor, Autos AcortJ., 7, in HoiUemajor, Svinarios, Jlorrlli, J'usf. Nov. 
(Jrb., :>7'o-0~, 415, 454;Rubioy Scdinas, Aranz., 1-19; /yO/-(;',^fíî/((,^ranz.,1-10; 
InJ'orm. sobre Aranceles, in Jlalfrnt. de Ind., MS., no. 23, 1-40; JIcx. Aranceles 
Parroq., iu / ( / . , MS., no. 24, 1-16. 

-'^The gross amount of tithes was first dividcd into four equal parts, two 
of which went to the bishop and chapter; the other two were divided into 
nine equal parts; two for the crown, three for building churches and hos-
pitals, two for salaries of curates, and where the amount was insufficient the 
king allowed them salaries of $100 or $120 a year from his own share; the 
rematning two parts went to pay the dignitaries and employés of the diocese. 
Estullu, xxvii, '233-5; Jiotu-PadiIIa, Conq. N. GaL, 178, The collection and 
distribution were providcd for in royal orders of 1627, I63I, 1777, 1786, Recop. 
dr Iiid., ii, 578; Belena, Recop., iL 14.5-51; Zamora, Ud). Leg. Ulf., iiL 40, 4-2-
55, The ^rllection of primicias and tithes and the adjudication of disputed 
questious were in cl ugc nf thc hc<'<durtu ovjuzgado de d'iezmos, consisting in 
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The gross amount of ti thes collected in all the dio-
ceses was in the decade ênding in 1779, 13,357,157 
pesos; in tha t ending in 1789, 18,353,821 pesos.^^ The 
total revenue of the nine dioceses for 1803 vvas 
539,000 pesos according to official records.^^ These 
figures have been disputed, however, and it has oven 
been positively asserted that the actual revenue of 
these bishoprics and that of Chiapas amounted in 
1805 to twelve or thirteen million pesos, out of which 
sum four millions fell to the share of the archbishop.^ 

Proper ty left by bishops and archbishops at their 
death, resulting from the revenue of their sees, re-
verted to the crown, under royal cédula of March 28, 
1620, and was known under the name of espoJios.''^ 
AII the chief offices of the church were filled by royal 
appointment, and the incumbents were required to pay 
the crown the mcdia anata, or one half of the first 
year's income. The officcs of minor importance yield-
ing less than $413 paid the crown only one month's 
income, known as the nic.sada.'''^ 

Toward the end of the seventeenth century tlie in-

the city of Mexico of two judges and a notary or clerk. The contaduría or 
auditor's office had a first and second auditor with a íirst and second clerk. 
Zuiiiija, Ccdulario, 51, 

^' IJiimboIdt, Essui PoL, ii. 473-8; /(/,, Tablus EstcuL, MS., 41; his figures 
being taken from an official statement by Joaqutn Maniau, Xoticius Je X. 
Esp., in Soc JLex. Geog., Bolct'm, ii, 8-23; A .̂ Es})., Breve licsvm., i. 139, 245, 
ii, 301-2. According to Estalla's account, xxvii. 9-10, the titlics of Mexico, 
Puebla, Oajaca, Cîuadalajara, and Durango wcre in 1769-79, $10,676,947; iu 
1779-89, $14,844,987; he oinits those of Michoacan; his figures differ some-
what from Maniau's. Pi)ikerto,i's Jlodern Geog., iii, 234, 

63Mexico. $130,000; Puebla, $110,000; Michoacan, $100,000; NuevaGalicia, 
$90,000; Durango, $35,000; Nuevo Leon, $30,000; Oajaca, $18,000; Soiiora, 
$6,000; Yucatan, $20,000, It was painful to see a diocese like that of Mexico 
pajdng curates of Indian towms only $100 or $1-20 a year. fíumboldt, Essui 
PoL, i. 127-9; Id., \^c,:snch, i. 181; Queipo, Col. Doc, 14, in Pap. \^ur., 
164, no, I, 

^*The rental of the archbishopric proper was acknowledged at $2,944,970; 
add to the regular revenue tlie alms, etc., of the clergy, secular and regular, 
which amount is concealed, and the whole will swell to the sums given above. 
Notic de N. Esp., in Soc Jlex. Geog., Boirtin, ii. 8. 

^̂  A law of 1652 prescribed the mode iii which bishops should make inven-
tories of the property they owned before their appointment. Recop. de IncL, i. 
65-6; Estalla, xxvii. 2.36; Rivera, Gob. JLex., i. 130, 

^ Estalla, xxvii, 235; JLorelli, Fast. Nov. Orb., 382; Zamora, Bib. Leg. 
UU., iv. 268-73; Proviilencias Reaks, MS,, 69-71; Foiiseca y Urrutia, R<nl 
fíac'iendn, iii, 89-135; Panes, ]'ir. in Jlonum. Dom. Esp., MS,, 141; Rivera, 
Id., i. -226, 
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quisition had attained great predominance, causing 
even the viceroy and audiencia to lose much of their 
power and prestige.^ I n 1747 the inquisidor general 
had issued an ordinance in thirty-four sections intended 
to avert all disputes on jurisdiction, and to maintain 
intact the prerogatives of each department of govern-
nient. Tha t ordinance was, however, often disregarded 
b\ ' the inquisitors of ]\ exico.^^ 

Between the year 1600 and the encl of the eigh-
teenth century occurred many autos de fé, both par-
ticular and gene al, the records of which have not 
been completely published.^^ In the latter part of the 
eiííhteenth and the beo-innina: of the nineteenth cen-
tury, the inquisition, which till then had been mainly 
engaged in persecuting Portuguese Jews, sorcerers, 
witches, apostate priests, bigamists, and other offend-
ers, found a new ancl fruitful field among the readers 
of modern philosophical works, most of which were 

^ ' l n 1727 the king ordered the viceroy to protect the royal jurisdiction 
aguiust encroachments of the tnquisition under pretext of privilege, At the 
same tiijie lie v, ished the court to be aided in every way, and its officersand 
attachés respccted in their rights and functions, Belefia, Recop., i. 212-17; 
Prjvid. Rcalcs, MS,, 2G1-6. 

-'"'lhis body was seriously rebuked for it in 1785 by the crown, Rescrij,. 
H .des Ecl.es., MS,, 8-19, 27, 113-16; licalts Cct/uias, MS., 208-10; Reates 
Ord., vi. 6.5-8. 

^*A notahle one was the case of 'WilUam Lampart, an Irishman, or of Irish 
de,-eent, wlio came to IMexico in 1040, aud was known as Guillen Lombardo, 
(£'(,!>• Guzraan, aiicstcd in 1642 as au 'ustnJlogo judiciario cou mala apliea-
ciou de sus cstudio-,' and put into a dtiugeon. Dec. 24, 1650, he with auother 
iiiun broke jail, and sent to tlie viceroy seveial documeuts, aiid scuttered 
oihcrs, agatn,st the archbishop ímd inquisituis, accusing the latter of treason-
ahle views, ignorance, and thcf t. ^luch trouble might have beeu occasioned 
hud not Lampart and his corapanion beeu recapturcd. liis fate reraaius un-
kii'Avn, though there is some reason tu siirmise that he perished as a heretic 
iii November, 1659. J'orquem'idu, iii. 380-1; Guijo, Diuiio, 4, 5, 32, 42-53, 
105-6, 126-7, 16'2-;;, 226, 427, 492, 525, 561; Pui',/hluttclt, La Inquisicion, 84, 
and notea, 38; i'uncs, ]'ir., in Jlonum. Dom. L'sp., MS., lOO-l, 136; Diariu 
Jl'ix., V, 3o0-4; Li'ivera, Gob. JLex., i. 159-61, I7'2-6,I85; So.su, Episcop. JLx., 
99-102; Rchbs, iJ'iuiJo, 5f)-7, 86, 98, 214, 232, 242-3, 292, 315; Gaz. JLx. 
(1784-5), i. 308-9, :i26. Zamacois, fíist. JLJ., x, 513, alleges that in the 249 
years tlic incjuisition existed in Mexico, there were altogether 30 autos de fé, 
aiid 405 prisoners tried, of whom nine were bumed alive, 12 bumt after exe-
eution, one, the patriot chief Morelos, shot, not for reíigious but political 
1' usons, anÚ 69 burat in effigy. Reports of cruelty to' prisoners tn dungeons 
hc dcclares false and calumnious, and incited by party spirit. I t will be fc»r 
the reader a question of veraoity between the numerous accusers of the inqui-
sition, and of the govemment sustatning it, on the one part, and Zamacoia' 
bigotry, and exaggerated 'espanolismo,' on the other. 
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under the ban, and in the list of forbidden publica-
tions. The labors of the inquisitors rapidly increased, 
and we are told that at one time they had upward 
of a thousand cases pending.®° Many eclicts were 
issued, threatening with excommunication those who 
dared to ignore this prohibition and to read such 
works.^^ 

The progress of science, the enlightenment of the 
people, and the defence of popular rights against king-
craft were thus hindered by that tool of bigotry, igno-
rance, and refined despotism. I t was even worse; for 
by recognizing the existence of sorcerers, witches, and 
others supposed to be possessed with the evil spirit the 
'ccnerahJes inquisidorcs deJ santo trihunaJ, as the king 
called them, stupidly propagated pernicious errors. 
The extinction of this tribunal vvas first decreed by 
the archbishop of Mexico, on September 27, 1813, by 
order of the Spanish côrtes of February 22d of the 
same year, but this became a dead letter the next year. 
On the 16th of June, 1820,^- the king ordered the en-
forcement of this decree, and soon 'afterward it was 
carried into execution. 

^'^Aiaman, LIisL MéJ., i. 121. 
^^Disposic ]^ar., orig, vi. 2, 15-27, 34-60; 0,-d. de la Corona, MS., 'vl. 

117-30; Gaz. JLcx., v. 346, 355-9; vui. 182-7, 317-22; ix. 55-62, 55;l-8; x. 
317-28; xi. 407-9; xiL I'20-4; xiiL 119-36; xiv, I I I - I3 ; Diario Méx., v. 
367-78; vi, 187-95; ix. 271-5; x. 330; xL 351-4. 361-7, 373-85. 

^'^Méx. Provid. Diocesanas, MS., 496-7. 
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R E L I G I O U S O R D E R S . 
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RoTAii C O N S I D K R A T I O N FOR F E I A K S — T H E I R PRIVILEGES—ABTTSES—COL-

LISION BETWEEN THE ClIUECH AXD THE ORDERS—CAUSES—DlSSEXSIONS 

AMONG THE O R D E R S — C ^ACHrPIN AND C R E O L E F R I A R S — T H E I R U X S E E M L Y 

QUARRELS—VlCE .\XD IlIMORALITY—GREAT I N C R E A S E I N N U M B E R OF 

REGULAES—NuN.vERiES Asv NuN.s—^iIissio.Ns—CHURCH SECDLARIZA-

TioN—RucTiN OF D u T i E s — P R O G E E S S OF T I I E F R A N C I S C A N S — E F F O R T S IN 

S I E R R A G O R D . A . — T H E A I ' G U S T I N I A N S — D i v i s i O N OF T H E I R P R O V I N C I A — 

IXTERNAL DlSSENSION—EL T R I É N I O FELIZ—DlSTURBANCE IN THE CON-

VENT AT MEXICO—AKRIVAL OF B A R E F O O T E D A U G U S T I N ANS—DOMINICAN 
L A B O R S — ; M I N O R O R D E R S — O R D E R S OF C H A R I T Y , 

DuRiNG the sixteenth century, when the spiritual 
conquest of the country was as yet unaccomplished, 
friars were so inuch needed tha t they were sent to 
the Indies by the king free of expense; they were 
conveyed thi ther by governors, viceroys, and bishops 
upon the same terms, and assisted and provided for 
on their arrival in New Spain until the members of 
different orders were enabled, by their sufficient num-
bers and increased prosperity, to establish themselves 
in communities.^ Nor was the encouragement which 
they receivod limited to personal convenience and 
requirements; both king and pope extended privileges 
and protection to them in order to facilitate the labors 
of tlieir calling. Viceroys and prelates were instructed 
to aid them; civil authorities were commanded not to 
molest them or interfere with their administration; aid 

' L a w s prescr ib tng t h e mode of r ende r ing a id to friars, a n d regulat ions to 
be observed b y t h e m on going t o t h e Ind ies , wiU be found in Recop. de Ind., 
i. 104-6, 128-9. 
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in founding convents was affbrded them, the poorer of 
such establishments receiving presents from the king 
of chalice and paten, wine and oil,^ while the sick 
among them were supplied with mcílicines. 

Papal concessions to members of the regular orders 
in New Spain were on a scale stih more liberal. The 
peculiar position of these missionaries required tha t 
they shoidd be endowed with prerogatives vvhich had 
hitherto belonged solely to the church. Hence the 
pope conceded to them rights and powers which the 
regulars in Europe could never obtain. The secular 
clergy were too few in number to perform the rites of 
the church throughout the length and breadth of the 
land, and bulls were issued granting to friars the priv-
ilege of exercising, in the towns where they estab-
lished themselvcs, all the duties of a parish priest. 
They could hear confessions, and give absolution and 
dispensations; could administer the sacraments and 
celebrate marriages; could preach, teach, and con-
firin.^ 

Such concessions appeared desirable at first, but 
when the church became more fully established, and 
bishoprics were erected in widely distant provinces, a 
collision was the inevitable result. To the humble 
isolated convents of the first missionaries year bv vear 
others of costly structure were added, and custodias 
created. These in turn hacl cleveloped extensive pro-
vincias, and broacl lands and much treasuro had been 
acquired by the orders.* Monastic simplicity gave 
way to luxury, assumption of authority, and abuses. 

^ Recop. de Lid., i. 17-21. Monasteries established on royal encomiendas 
were built at tlie king's expeuse. /(/ . , i, 18. Consult a l s o / 5 , , i, 114, 122-3, 
In 1674 the queen regent ordered that the amount to be expended for pur-
chase of 'wine and oU should not exceed 40,000 pesos a year, Jlontemuijor, 
Svmarios, 4. I t was ordered in 1561 that convents should be at least six 
leagues apart; nor could they be founded where there was a parish priest, 
This law was passedin 1559, Recop. delnd., i. 95, when a considerable number 
was already estabUshed. In 1595 friars were protected by papal bull agatnst 
interference by the ordinarios, or judges of ecclesiatical causes. Jlorell , Fust. 
Nov. Orb., 312, 

^ld., 184-92, 2I8--22; Remesal, HisL Chyapa, 473-4, 
* Convents, in many of which an inadequate nuraber of friars resided, so 

multiplied during the sixteenth century that in 1611 Paul V issued a 
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A t an early period the friars of New Spain appear 
to have displayed inuch of the indifference to laws 
and independence of action vvhich was assumed by the 
colonists. Quickly amassing vvealth, many of them 
roturned to Spain without permission, while others, 
attracted by the comforts and ease offered by a resi-
dence in the larger cities of the Nevv World, took up 
thoir abode in them, and failed to proceed to their 
destination.^ Nor did they refrain from intruding 
upon the occupations of classes outside their own pro-
fession. They bought and sold and opened shops; 
they dealt in cattle,® and made the natives toil for 
them without payment; private individuals acquired 
property,'' and monastic communities, in common with 
the secular clergy, possessed themselves of estates 
bequeathed to them by persons vvhose unbiassed action 
was interfered with to the detriment of their ovvn 
heirs.^ ]\Ioreover,in their zeal for self-aggrandizement, 
they encroached upon the prerogatives of the govern-

bull suppresstng all that were not occupied by eight resident friars. Guat., 
('ol. de Gédulus Ricdcs; Jlorelli, Fast. Nov. Orb., 355, According to J'or-
cjuemuda, iii. 381-2, in 1612 the Franciscans possessed about 172 mon-
asterics and religious houses, divided into the five provincias of Mexico, 
.Michoacan, Zacatecas, Nueva Galicia, aud Yucatan; the Augusttnians Iiad 
about 90 monasteries in two provinccs, that of Mexico and that comprising 
Michoacan and .Julisco; and the Dominicans 69 monasteries in the provincias 
of Mc.xico and Oajaca, 

* L i\'v s were passed in 1558 and 1566 prohibiting friars retumtng to Spain 
from bringing with tliem more gold or silver than was sufficient to meet the 
expenses of their pussage, Coit::atcz Dúrda, Tcatro Ecles., i. 33; Jlorelli, 
Xov. (Jrh., 200. (hea t lestrictions were laid upon their returning to Spain. 
iiiroji. de L L, i, 93, 107-8, 127-8. The mles on this matter were frequently 
broken, as is evident from tlie repeated repetition of them. 

«/(/., i. 1-25, 1-29, 
' l n Í568 a luw was passed ordering that the papal brief forbidding indi-

vidual friars tu liold privatc propcrty shoulcl be observed, /c/., i. 117; Jlorelli, 
Fiisi. Xov. (Jrh., 229. Tlie practice of makiug Indians work without paying 
them was forbiddcn in 1594, Recop. de LuL, i. 125, but in 1716 the sarae 
practice prevailed, the friars goiug so far as to impress iipon the natives, who 
workedfor thcni, that tlicy were exempt from payiug tlie royal tribute. In 
November of the above naraed year a cédula was issued ordering such abuses 
t<> cease, Guat,, C<J. Realcs Cécl. 

*Iu 1754 the king expressly forbade any member of a religious order 
to interfere in the druwiug-up of last wiUs and testaments, Cast,-o, Diario, 55, 
and in 1775 a cédula was passed prohibiting confcssors or their convents from 
being heirs or legatees. Rcuies Cédulas, MS., i. 194-6, In 1796, however, a 
decree was passed allowing friars to inherit estates. Rescriptos Reales, Ecles., 
MS., 28-56, 99-151, 177. 
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ment by meddling in secular affairs,^ and were fre-
quently engaged in disputes with the state and civil 
authorities. 

B u t it was with the church tha t the regular orders 
were most hotly engaged, and the struggle between 
them and the secular clergy, of vvhich mention has 
already been made, lasted with more or less bitter-
ness on both sides dovvn to the time of the independ-
ence. A s the Catholic church in New Spain extended 
her operations, ancl was able to appoint parish priests 
in towns more and more remote, she felt herself com-
petent to administer her holy lites in those places 
without further aid of the friars, and was unwilling 
longer to divicle alike authority and spoils with allies 
whose usefulness had becomc limited. B u t thouo-h 
she wished to reassume absolutely her own preroga-
tives, and removed friars froin doctrinas, she met with 
firm opposition from the orders, who were extremely 
jealous in maintaining the privileges which had been 
conferred upon them. Th(i regu.Iars, therefore, rcfused 
submission to the bishops whenever they considercd 
their r ights invaded, and clisputes with parish priosts 
expanded into a contest with ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion.'" 

B u t the church was povverful; many privileges 
were annulled, orders were issued enjoining the obe-

^Medina, Chron. de S. Diego Jlex., 189; Recop. delnd.,i. 121, 130. 
^°A prominent cause of dispiite was the jiirisdiction cxercised by the 

bishops over thc doctrinas. In 1643 tlie bishop of Yucatan excommunicated 
certain Franciscaii doctrineros for disoiicyiug his orders relative to the pay-
ments made to them by ludians, CogGÍIrdo, IIiJ, Yuc, 662-73, lu 1669 
a quarrel between Archbishop lU\-cra and the orders gave risc t:> ' un dis-
tiirbio qiie se temio fatalidad,' the former having appointed eanonical miuis-
ters to 16 doetrinas, the presentations to v\ hicli were claimed by the xu'ovincial 
of tlio Augiisttnians, Lohlcs, Diario, ii, 83-4. I liave in my coUection the 
original of a report made hy Fiay Antonio Ayetta, the representative a t 
Madrid of the provincia de S;into Evangelio. Tlie docuraeut bears date of 
Marcli 9, 1688, and sets forth the difficulties Ayetta liad cncountered, arising 
from the hostility of the bishop of (4uudalajara. Inj'ormr, in Prov. de Sta 
Evcnig., MS., 273-91. The same father in a memorial to the king argiies 
against the claim of said bisliop that tlie causes for changes iu mmistros doc-
trineros should be laid before hira, thc king havtng decreed that this should 
be doiie only to the viceroy as vice-patrono, Ayetta, Represeid, />or los F>-an-
ciscanos, 15. 

HisT, M E X . , V O L . III, 45 
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dience of the regulars to the bishops, and laws passed 
affecting their jurisdiction and internal administration, 
and regulating the appointment to doctrinas of those 
duly qualified.^^ The outcry was loud and long, and 
much scandal ensued, but the king and pope conjointly 
had raised up a great power in the land, and the objec-
tions of the frairs to royal cédulas and the commands 
of the bishops vvoro so persistently urged, and their 
own claim to privileges so ábly argued, tha t modifica-
tions of the restrictions were obtained. 

While the rcgular orders were thus united in their 
opposition to church and state, it was otherwise ainong 
themselves, Dissensions between different orders and 
discord among the members of individual institutions 
were incessant. In the internal government of the 
orders the two prominent causes of disagreement 
were the election of provincials and other officers, 
and the interminable quarrels between Spanish and 
creole members.^^ Spanish friars who had taken the 
habit in Europe displayed an ungenerous rivalry 
toward members of orders w^ho, though of their own 
race, had been born in America, and would have ex-
cluded them from the r ight to hold office. Such 
views were indignantly opposed by the creoles, who 
clenied tha t they were in any way inferior to the Eu-
ropeans, vvhile the latter refused to admit them on 
terms of equality.-^^ I n order to adjust diflPerences 
vvhich led to actual animosity between the two classes, 
the system of alternation in office was established by 

*'The restrictions were prtncipally confined to the administration of the 
sacraments, hcartng confession, and preaching. Recop. de Ind., i. 66-7, 
84, 117, 124-5, 487; Jiei.linu, Chron. de S. Diego, Jlex., 194; JLorelU, Fast. 
Xof. Orb., 383-4, 3^6-7, 394-5; Montemayor, Svmarío, 24-6, 3 7 ^ 8 ; Ordenes 
dr la Goroiia, }ilS., ii. 157-8. For a uumber of law s beartag upon friars as doc-
trineros see Rcop. de Lr f, i. 131, 133-6, 138-40. With respect to irregular-
ities prevaiUng tn tlic doctrinas and the action of Bishop Palafox see this vol. 
pp. lOO-I. A principal cause of grievance. was the transferring the doc-
trinas from the orders tu the secular clergy by the bishops. 

'̂  These quarrels in the Dominican order became so violent that in 1627 the 
\ isitador of tlie socicty ordered that no raore habits should be given to creoles. 
Tlie king disapproved of such injustice. Disturbios de Fraiks, i. no. 4: Cédula-
río Nuevo, i. 390. 

^^ Jlanccra, In.sfrvc, 'm Doc Inéd., xxL 479-85. 
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papal bulls and royal decrees. Some of tho orders at 
once complied with this regulation. The arrangement 
had, however, its exact counterpart in many cases, en-
tire communities being composed wholly of creolos 
and others vvholly of Spaniards,^* 

Al though the alteination system, repeatedly in-
sisted upon by the crown, secured to creoles the right 
to official appointments, it vvas not faithfully carried 
out, and frequent wero tlieir complaints of partiality 
to Spaniards and injustice to thoniselvos,^'^ I t utterly 
failed to produco harmony, Criminations ancl rocrim-
inations prevailed dovvn to the nineteenth centuiy, 
ancl instancos are not wanting of these teachcrs of 
peace and humility proceeding to acts of personal 
violence among themselves.'^^ 

In the zealous assertion of their privileges the 
action of friars was not unfrequently marked by tiir-
bulency and opposition to the civil authorities,^" and 

^''The decrees sent from Rome and Spain ordered ;ilternation every three 
or four years. For the reason that for some time no natives of Old Spain ap-
plied for admission into tlie ordcr of the Hermitanos de ,San Agustin of iMex-
ico, the prelates of that society finally admitted only creoles, A royal cédula 
dated November 28, 1667, ordered the viceroy to investigate and reform the 
irregularity, Id. The convent of tlie Carmclites aud the ,,pcstu'ic coUeges 
of Sau Femando, Cmz de Querétaro, and others Averc comiiosed cntircly of 
Spaniards; the communities of Guadalupe de Zacatccas, aiid those of Sau 
J u a n d e Diosand San Hipúlitoof thehospitallers, were creole. Alcmiau, Ilisf. 
JIcJ., i. 13, 70. Pope UrbanoVII . defiued, by brief of November 12, 1625, 
the observances to be iiscd by the FrauciscM,ns in the distributiou of offices 
amoug tlie three difl'erent elasses of v\hich their order wus coraposed, namcly, 
the 'criollos, ' the 'hijos de proviucia,' and the 'eapuchines, 'who .ire thus 
respectively defined, The first were those who were born iu the country of 
Spanish parents and had taken the habit; the second werc Spaniards -niio 
took the habit in New Spain, and tlie thircl were Spaniards w ho eutered the 
orderiii Europe, Vrhano l'IIL, in Disfvrbios de Frnilcs, i. 146 et seq. 

'^The three classes mentioned in the preceding note were distinguished 
by different habits, Siri-,-a, Dictamen, in/c/, , i. 347-63. Aroyal order dated 
September I I , 1766, confirming previuus ones issued tn 1691, 1697, and 17-25, 
directed the admission of ludians iuto the reUgious orders, Profidencias Rrahs, 
in Jlex. Orttitianzas de csta X. C, IMS,, 178-82. 

*̂ A notable case occurred in tlic city of Mexico on the 9th of July 1780 
when a serious riot occurred in the couvent of San Francisco, occasioned by 
the seizure of the 'guardian Fray ]Mateo Jimenez, u gachuptn.' The t v o 
parties came to blows, 25 friars fled, and it required the employment of a 
military forcc to effect the release of Jiraenez, his captors having twice re-
fused to obey the summons sent by the viceroy to surrender him. Gon z, 
Diario, tn Doc fíist. Mex., 2da série, vii. 89, 91-2. 

" A tumult was occasioned in 1664 by the rescue of a negress who was 
betng led to execution for the attempted niurder of her mistress. The friars 
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orders were repeatedly issued from the throne that 
such characters as well as vagabond friars who had 
been unfrocked or expelled froni their convents should 
be sent to Spain.^'' 

Witli regard to the private life of the friars it can-
not truthfully bc saicl tha t it was in keeping vvith the 
simplicity and abstinence vvhich their vovvs required. 
The contrtist botvvoon them and the earlier mission-
arios is striking. ^Many indulged iiot only in the pleas-
ui'os and luxurios of the laity, but also in their vices. 
Inst(.ad of abstemiousness, feasting and caroiisal pre-
vailed among theni, as among the secular clergy; in-
stead of humble garb and bearing, pompous display in 
embroidered doublots and silken hose of bright color; 
instead of study and clevotional exercises, dice-throw-
ing and card-p aying, over which the pious gamblers 
cursed and svvore and drank.^^ Immorality too often 
usurpod the place of celibacy,^" and inurder that of 
mai'tvrdom.'^ I t must not, however, be concluded 

who attended her raised the cry of 'To the church,' whereupon a crowd of 
negi'ocs, mulattoes, and others, in spite of the resistance of tlie guard carricd 
her into the cathedral. Attempts of tlie authorities to relcase her failed. 
.>ho was uí'Lcrwuid coiiveyed to thc convent of La Concepcion and escaped 
puiii iiiicut. Guijo, L/iurio, 551. 

''^ (jrtlrnes de, laCoroi i, iv. 84-5; vii. I I , 84-5. 
'*Gu^e, i. 82, tells a story of a priest who, liaving won a large sum, held 

o; e:i ciiu of tliG slecvesof liis liabit aud swept his gains in to i twi th the other, 
jocularly explaming that he had takcn a vow neither to touch nor keep 
n. ucy, but that liis siecve had permission to do so. Dtlaporte, x, 198-208, 
307, 

"̂ Tlie inquisition in 1742 iustituted proceedings against Fray Lázaro Jime-
iiez del Guaute, a I lanci.^ciui of Quer6tuiu, for solicitiug wonicii—some of 
V. hum deuouiiccd hini—aud uthcr immoral practices, Bcing found guilty lie 
wus depiivcd lur Iilc of tlic liglit of heariug confessions and otherwisc pun-
ií:;i..d. Xiii nrz, l'ray Lozuro, L jiii.Jdor jlsccd contru, IM.S., foh pp. 281, 

-' In I7'^9 L'iay Jucinto ^Iii;indu, of tlie order of la Merced, stubhcd and 
kiUed tlie conieiidador Padi e Cregorio Corte, Mirniida liad been ph ĉd under 
severe discipline by tlie coniendador; Iie vus tricd before the archbishop for 
his crime. The order niu.le streuuous cfforts tu sa\ e him fiom capital punish 
líiciit, and lie was pruhuhl}" sent to ,Spain, Jlirandu, Cau.sn de J/oinicidio, in 
Disturh'ios de Frailcs, MS., u, no, i. pp. 37-128; no. 8, pp. 331-40; Bc,;ial y 
Jicdo-Waido, Ittdcdt' io, Alc'jufo, I-o6. The kings of Spuin were unwilling 
that the excesses commitíed hy friars sliould hecoine> puhlic if it could be 
uvoided, and Icft their punishment, as f,ir as iio.ssiblc, to thc jurisdiction of the 
s'.;vcral orders. But it being discovered tliut such liceuse Iccl to abuses, iu-
.strucíions were issucd to the arehhishup and bi,^ljup-, cnjoining them, iu case 
iuorited punishmcnt was not meted out tu deltnqueuts by tlie superiors of the 
orders, to assume the jurisdiction with which they were invcsted by the council 
of Trent. Recop. de Lid., i. 123. 
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tha t therc were no ri'4'hteous men amonof the friars. 
The roc(Ji'ds of tlio chroniclors show tha t many cxool-
lent and wortliy members, of high principlo and noble 
intent, labored in Ncvv Spain during this period of 
backsliding. B u t their numbors woro comparatively 
few, and thoy were unable, by the oxomplary livos 
which thoy led. to leaven the hoavy mass of ungi^dli-
ncss into which thoy had been cast." 

So rapidl}- dicl the number of the regulais in-
croaso.^ and so tem])tino- wero the inducements to the 
idle andvicious to join sociotios which offcred to tliom 
opportunities of indulgonco in indolence, lust, and 
pleasure, tha t the king in 1754 decrocd. in accord 
witli the liolv see, tha t for the ten succeedin*"' voars 
no person shoulcl be admitted into any of the religious 
ordors in Now Spain under any protext.-^ Of the 
actual number of friars resident in tho country pre-
vious to the clo-̂ o of the eio'htconth conturv. little 
information can be obtained. Accordimx to .\Izate,'-' 
in 1787, there woro in the city of Moxico alone 1.033 
reo'ulars, and Humboldt statcs that in 1803 in the 
twonty-throe convents of friars then oxisting in the 
capital, thore were about 1,200 mombors, 5S0 of vvhom 
were priosts and choristors. Tho saiiio autlior c>ti-
mates the number of friars throughout the country, 
including la}' brothers and sorvants, at botween 7.0^0 
and 8,000.-'^'' 

WTiile convonts and friars thus multiplied, religious 

--' A modern aiithor thiis dcscrihes tlie moial coudition of friurs during tlie 
seventeenth centiiry: - Generulmeute viW.an entregados á lo> vicios. halhiu-
dose siii enihui'go muclios succr,Iotes diguos eu las congregucionts de S. rcdro, 
S. Francisco Javier y S. Felipe Xeri; pero la mayor parte del clero eru igiio-
i-ante, relajado en sus eostuinlirc^ y se euidaha poco de la convenienei;i eu el 
traiíC y h,s alimcntos, notííndose líesde eut.'iiccs i^rupeiisioncs en es,i clase á 
las rebeliones y motines.' Rivca. C'jb. de Jltx,, i. 239. 

^̂  Aceording to Calle, Jlnn, y Xof., 45, in the middle of the se\-enteenth 
century there were more than 400 convents of all orders in New Spain. The 
bull cf 1611 ordering that each convent should have at least eight ûiinates, 
was constantly disregarded. The pope issued briefs to the sanie ett'ect in 
1693 and 1698, and in 1703 the king commanded viceroys to enforce theorder. 
0,-dttt<s de la Corona, vu, 8-10. 

^* ('astro, Diario, 53-5. 
-* Gazetas, i. 34. 
-^Esscii PoL, i, 127, 129. 

file:///Izate,'-'
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sisterhoods increased in a corresponding degree. The 
several orders established during the sixteenth cen-
tury founded additional nunneries in various parts, 
and the number of such institutions was further 
svvelled by the arrival at intervals of sisters of other 
orders. In 1615 a convent of the barefooted Car-
melite nuns was founded in the city of Mexico, and 
in 1666 that of the Capuchinas,-'' During the period 
betvveen 1588 and the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury the number of such religious houses increased 
from seven to twenty, of different denominations.'^^ 

Nunneries were also founded in Puebla, Querétaro, 
Guanajuato, Michoacan, and Jalisco, the most notable 
of which were those of La Merced and the Capuchinas 
in j\Iichoacan, the first being established at the begin-
ning of the seventeenth century, and the second in 
1737.29 

I t would be supposed that these religious estab-
lishments, designed as peaceful retreats for females, 
would be free from strife; but truth compels me to 
say that the nuns were as contentious as the friars. 
All the orders, in fact, incessantly endeavored to shake 
oíf the control exercised over them by the provincial 
prelatos, ancl free themselves froin their supervision.*' 
Conspicuous among these restive female communities 
was the nunnery of Santa Clara. The governing 
membors of that organization claimod exomption from 

'̂ Siijiienza y Gtíngoru, Pcn-ayso Occ'uf, 39-47. In 1678 a daughter of the 
alcalde de corte, Saenz Moreno, only five years of age, entercd the order of 
the ('upuchin uuns. licjhlrs, D'u.irio, ii. 272. Felipc 1\ ' . gave permission for 
the fouiiding of this niinnery iii 1664, Jionfrmui/or, Srmcn-ios, 10. 

^'.b'.'/í ('('•(/,/(', Exucta Descrij)., 27; Ilist. JIcx., iL 737, tliis series. In 
17^7 theic were 1,055 nuns iii the city of .Vlexico. .\l?jdr, Guzetas, i. 34. 
Humboldt gives 923 us the number in 1790, while in 1803 there were in the 
15 iiuiineries theii existing in the capital about 2,100, of whom 900 were pro-
fessecl nuus. Essii /'ot.. i. 195. 

•^lijl ias, Rrl., 230, -241-2; Romero, NoL Jlich., 27, 45. In 1754 the 
convcnt uf la Purísima Concepcion was founded in Guanajuato. Gomara, 
Excit/i, iirH'j,, 11-18. 

3" \ 'iceroy Mancera tnforms the king that the nuns caused constant trouble 
to the goverument in such attempts, His Majesty instriicted him not to 
allow himself or the civil authorities to intervene in cases of the kind, This 
relievcd the govemment of much annoyance, Instruc, in Doc Inéd., xxi. 
479-85. 
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the payment of tithes;^^ thoy quarrelled vvith the 
Franciscan vice-comisario so tha t the civil authorit ies^ 
had to interfere, and they bore themsolves haughtily 
toward prelates and authorities. 

While female superiors and their chapters thus 
contended for jurisdiction, the nuns and novices under 
their charge were rigidly protected against the con-
tamination of the vvorld, encouraged in the suppression 
of worldly inclinations by uncompromising Cv,des, and 
relentlessly punished in case of transgrossion. Having 
renounced the devil and all his works. aiid tho ploas-
ures and innocent pastimes of life,^^ they fasted, and 
prayed, and worked, having all things in conimon, 
even to their clothing, and laboring for their reward 
in heaven, 

Al though the friars as a body were not men of 
such sanctity as their calling required, it was by 
their labors tha t the gospel was carried into remoto 
and ever more remote reo'ions. Whenovor it vvas re-
quired to bring a savage tribe into the b)ld, it was tlie 
regular and not the secular orders that braved tlio 
dangers, endured the hardships, and performed tbo 
preliminary work. The missions undertaken bv̂  them 
extended to Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, ancl far-
distant California; and from the banks of the Missis-
sippi to the Pacific Ocean.^* Bu t before they reached 
those regions the spiritual conquest of a vast territory 
had to be undertaken. and duriuCT the soventeenth 
centur}'' numerous missions were established in various 
outlying localities. The importance of these forerun-

'^ Ordenes de la Corona, MS., iv, 15. 
^''P,-ovidencios Rrali s, MS,, 134—42, This occurred in I7I7. The kiiig, 

by royal cédula of November 3, 17-22, decided adversely to the nuns, Oixlenes 
de la CJorona, MS,, iv, 140-5, 

' * I t was ordered by royal cédula that nunneries were not to be disturbed 
by visits or amusements, Reaks Cédulas, MS., i. 83, 111. Even the wives of 
members of the audiencia were prohibited from euteriug such estahlishments, 
Profidencias Recdes, MS., 52-3; Convento de S. Lorenzo, Retj. y Coiistititc, 1-
146, 

'* An account of the establishraent of missions in these states w ill be found 
«n fíi.st. Xoi'lh JLex., i., this series; Llist. Ccd.; and fíist. Xew Jlex. and 
.Irizo ta. 
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ners of the church was fully recognized by the crown, 
and in 1709 a royal cédula was issued enjoining vice-
roys, governors, bishops, and prelates of the regular 
orders zealously to aid in increasing the number of 
missions,^^ The impulse thus given was not without 
effect, many missions being established from the At-
lantic to tho Pacific by difterent orders. 

Though fevv in number in proportion to their zeal, 
the Jesuits had previously to their expulsion already 
penetrated into Sonora and Cahfornia, and during the 
tvvo decades from 1723 to 1742 they established no 
less than eight missions in the wild district of Naya-
rit."^ The Franciscans, however, may lay claim to 
having founded more institutions of this kind than 
any other ordcr. In 1789 they occupied no less than 
one hundred ancl fií'ty-eight missions scattered over 
the territory lying to the north of Mexico, v'hile 
others in great number had been secularized by the 
church.^' 

The system of church secularization of missions, 
howover successful and profitable when applied to the 
more civilized pueblos of Nevv Spain, was attended 
with failure when extended to the remoter regions. 
B u t the Catholic hierarchy was blinded by the desire 

'^ Ordencs de la Corona, -711, 14. 
®̂ Villa-Se or narrates that in 1718 aNayar i t chief visited the city of Mex-

ico and tendered his submission to his Catholic Majcsty, requesting that mis-
BÍonaries accompanied by a sufficient force might be sent witli liim on his 
return. This was done; but preparations were liardly commenced for found-
ing the inissiuu uuder the superiutendenee of Jesuit fathers, wheii tlie worthy 
chief arid his people ahaudoned their newíriends, can-ying offwiththem most 
of tlie Spaniards" baggage, Thc soldiers puisued thera into the mountaius, 
where tliey fountl tl i t human saeritices had beeii recently offered, Here, too, 
they discoveied scatcd on a throne the skeleton of an aneestor of the existing 
chief, - cl qual estah;i ricumeute adornada de pedier . .con talialí, brazale-
tes, coUares, y apretuduics de i:ilata,'witli a crown of iiiany-colored feachers and 
all tlie insignia of royalty. Having euptured some of the Indians thcy re-
tuiii, d to the capital, wlicre tlie prisoners were tried for sacrilege. In 17-23 
they were ' penitenciudus' at an auto de fé, and on thc following day the 
sk( lctun, an ohject of their fornier worship, was b u m t i n the plazuela de San 
I)icn;o, A presidio cumpany was then formed, and missions established by 
the .lcsuits. Ti atro Amcr., ii. 268-71. On the expulsion of the Jesuits their 
nii-iuns were placed under the charge of the Franciscans in Jalisco. Razon 
dr Mi.<ioitrs, 1768 á 1789, in Soc JLex. Geog., 2da ep., i. 572. The author of 
the liuzon mentions only seven missions. 

"/ ( / , , 570-;Í , 
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of aggrandizement, and whenever a mission was deemed 
of sufficient importance thi ther was sent a secular priest, 
and the friars were relieved of their charge and sent 
about their business. Their successors, however, were 
not men of like spirit with themselves. Their devo-
tion was generally lukewarm, and they showed little 
real solicitude in watching over the inoral and material 
well-being of the Indians. Thus many missions, which 
under the conduct of the friars had thrived, were soon 
abandoned, the buildings feh to ruins, and the natives 
relapsed into idolatry.^* 

Yet the stipends allowed by the crown to even 
successful friars vvas a mere pittance, and paid grudg-
ingly or not at ah.^^ Nevertheless the routine of 
duties was punctually performed at the permanently 
established missions. Daily at sunrise the bells sum-
moned the Indians both male and female to church, 
where the padre, after prayer, explained the chief 
mysteries of the faith, Then the little children froin 
five years old and upwards were instructed in tlie first 
rudiments, while the catechumens and those more ad-
vanced listened morning and afternoon to explanations 
of the grace whereby they sliould be saved.^" 

^̂  Viceroy ReviIIa Gigedo, in a full report to the court of Sp;iin in 1793 on 
the subject of missions, disapproved of the secularization of missions, ' No 
estoy muy conforme con las misiones que se han seculaiizudo ui tomaiíí esta 
providencia siu qiie precedan seguridades visibles í e su biien ( '̂xito, porque los 
curas clérigos iio pueden hacer mas que los religiosos.' He thus desctihes tlie 
condition of certain missions tliat liud been secularized: ' Es muy lastimoso 
el estado de las que se pusieron á cargo de sacerdotes cKrigos, pues las mas se 
hallau sin ministros, y los existentes eii calidad de intciinos, sirven coutra 
toda su voluutad, haciendo repetidas renuncias,' Curta diri<ji<laã ia corte, in 
Dic Univ., V. 439, 469, 

^ 'The stipend allowed each misionero A\'as 300 pesos a year, \''eitegas, 
232-3. In 1705 the allowance for the missious of the Jesuits uot having been 
paid for three years, a council was held by them at whieíi it w;is determined 
to abandon their missions and surrender tliem to tlie secular clergy, Aldjrc, 
HisL Gomp. J<sus, iii, 14I--2, Revilla Gigedo iirged the necessity of not re-
garding too closely the expense of stipends for missions, not merely for the 
sake of justice but also of safety. Carta, in Dicc Un'iv., v, 470; Jlayer JISS., 
no. xi. 

*° On feast days care was taken that all should attend mass, the Indians 
being called up one by one to kiss the padre's hand so that the absent ones 
could be noted, Tlie more intelligent were exhorted to frecj[uent comraunion. 
Palou, Vidn, 25-6, These regulations were observed in the mis ions of Cerro 
Gordo, Querétaro, and Zac^tecas, 
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The progress made by the Franciscans had ensured 
to them at the close of the sixteenth century an in-
fluential position which vvas further developed in the 
following years. From their first entry into Nevv 
Spain their aim had been the extension of their order 
throughout the entire country; and not confining 
tbemselves to any special district, their convents vvere 
found in almost every town or pueblo of importance, 
though naturally those in the capital and neighbor-
hood were most prominent.*^ A t the beginning of 
the seventeenth century the extension of the order 
had assumed such dimensions that, in 1604, the pro-
vincia de San Francisco de los Zacatecas was estab-
lished, and in 1607 that of Santiago of Jalisco.*- To 
illustrate how vast was the influence of the Francis-
can provincials at Mexico, I may mention that on 
several occasions the king requested them to support 
viceroys in their administration.^^ Indeed, such vvas 
the appreciation of the order by the crown, that the 
authorities in New Spain were instructed not to in-
terfere in the least with its internal government.** 

While the Franciscans were thus steadily gaining 
ground in Mexico and its environs, their progress en-
countered more serious obstacles in -the missionary 
field of the central and northern regions. Effective 
aid in this direction was obtained from the Franciscan 
college for missionaries of Quertítaro, established in 
1683, under the name of CoJegio dc j^rojjaganda fde, 
by Fray Antonio Linaz de Jesus Maríti.^ 45 

*' In 1691, in the province of Santo Evangelio alone, they had 83 convents 
and monasteries. Truxillo, Relacion, in Doc fíisL Jlex., série ii, tom, i, 9-10. 
Vetancnrt, Chrtín., 30, says 86. For deseriptiun and nauies see Id., 30 etseq., 
and Sirrrn, in Dist>irbios de J'milrs, M.S., i. 35Í). ''"l'E 

*^For detuils aboiit that regiou see Arlcgui, C'hron. Zac, ,393-438. y 
••^C'duIas in Ordenes de la Coronu, MS., iv. i:i2, 166, 190-1. 
"Cédu laof February 10, I7I4. Cedulario, MS., iiL 6.3-4. 
*" He had becn sent to Spatn to attend a chapter of tlie order, and there 

obtained on April 18, 1082, the king's license for the estahUshment, the con-
veiit of Santa Cruz at Querétaro being granted him for tliat purpose. In the 
foUowiug moiith the pope issued a confirmatory buU, and in 1083 Linaz left 
with 22 cmpanions for New Spain, taking possession of the convent assigned 
hiin on the 15th of August 1683. Esp'tnosa, Cron. Apost., 38-50. For rules to ^^'' 
which the inemhers weie suhject, see /(/. , 5'2-4. '̂̂  

'.lôi 
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The object of this institution was the preaching of 
the gospel to the natives, especially in the district of 
Sierra Gorda, but during the first years of its exist-
ence, the members confined their labors to the more 
civilized regions extending from Querétaro to Oajaca 
and Yucatan. In later years they also establishod 
houses in the city of Mexico, under"̂  the name of San 
Fernando, the Hospicio de Nuestra Senora del Des-
tierro at Puebla, and at Zacatecas, the college of 
Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe.^^ 

From these establishments and the regular con-
vents of the order issued the Franciscan missionaries, 
who unceasingly devoted their energies to the conver-
sion of the savages in the northern districts. ]\Iis-
sions in the district of Bio Verde were founded in 
1612 and succeeding years, and an independent cus-
todia, under the name of Santa Catarina Mártir de Rio 
Verde, was temporarily established,*'' but inore effect-
ive labors were delayed till 1686. From that tiine 
the gospel vvas also preached with alternating suc-
cess in the more remote parts of Tamaulipas, San 
Luis Potosí, and Nuevo Leon, the result being fre-
qently jeopardized by the extortions of the Spaniards, 
who ever followed the steps of the advancing friars.^^ 

I t was not until the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury, after the conquest of the Sierra Gorda by Es-
candon, that christianity became more vvidely spread 
and more firmly established there, the missionaries, 
after that time, being only exposed to such cause of 
failure as emanated from the generally poor condi-
tion of the Indians. These were often unable to furnish 
the means requisite for the maintenance of the friars, 
aiid occasiona ly it was even necessary to supply some 

*® This hospicio was closed in 1772 for want of funds. A'rricivita, Crtín. 
Sercíf, 431-7. 

" Erected as such in 1621, but later reunited with the province of Michoa-
can, owing to insufficiency of means, Arias, in Pinart, Col. Doc Jlex., MS., 
319-20. ReviIIa Gigedo in his report on missions says the founding of Rio 
"Verde took place in 1607, but this indicates probably the first date when mis-
sionary labors began in that region, 

^^See A .̂ Mexico, Cédulas, MS., 196-9; also ReviIIa Gigedo, in Dicc Uidv., 
V. 458. 
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of themissions established after 1744*^ with provisions 
and tools to prevent the Indians from deserting the 
settlements. Notwithstanding the great interest dis-
played in such cases both by private persons and friars,^ 
in sevcral instances the padres either abandoned the 
missions or delivered them to the secular clergy. But 
the secularization system vvas also applied, and eigh-
teen establishments of the Tampico jurisdiction,mereIy 
because of their advanced condition, were transferred 
to the ecclesiastics of the church.^^ That such changcs 
were not always advantaíîcous is certain, for in several 
instances missions were subsequently restored to the 
orders, and at the close of the century only a portion 
of those secularized vvere in charge of the secular 
clergy, the remainder being intrusted to the friars. 

In Yucatan tho Franciscans were almost the only 
order represented, for though the Jesuits attempted 
to establish colleges in that province, their influence 
wás only temporary and never important. With the 
field of labor to themselves the Franciscan friars 
gained almost absolute direction.^^ Their missionary 
zeal led them on several occasions to undertake the 
conversion of the wild tribes in the centre of the 
Peninsula, but their labors were only partially suc-
cessful, ancl several of theni gained only the crown 
(jf martyrdom. 

Lcss prominent than the followers of S t Francis of 
Assisi wcre the barefooted friars of the same name 

*^Friais of tlie college of ,Sau Femando at Mexico had established the 
missions of Xalpa, Purísima Concepcion, San Miguel, San Francisco, and 
Nucstra Sc ora de la Luz, but thcy dcclined owtng to the death of several 
friars and tlie re tum of others to the coUege, Iii 1750, howcver, others were 
sent, umong them the famous Califomiamissionaries Junípero Scrraand Frau-
ciseo Palou, who resumed the work with good success. Palou, Vida, 24-9, 
34-5. Sec also .irius, iu I'inart, Col. Doc Jlex., MS., 329-30, 

'̂J The settlement of Divina Pastora in the jurisdiction of Rio Verde was 
made at tlie expense of tlie count de Santa Maria Guadalupe del Peûasco and 
maiiitained by him for about 20 years. Jlichoacan, Informe, in Id., 136-7; 
Afius, in /(/, , 32;h 

^hSee l'inurt, Cof Doc Jlex., MS.,457. The total number of missions in 
Tamaulipas in 1787 was 48^ partly belonging to the custodia of Tampico, partly 
t o t h a t of New Mexico. Ylzurbe, in Id., 345-60. 

•'^ln 1687 a mission of 20 friars was sent to Yucatan, and the king granted 
them the usual alras of oil and wine, Ortlenes de la Corona, MS., ii. 58. 
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belonging to the province of San Diego. Thcy also 
spread toward the north, founding establishments în 
Querétaro, Zacatecas, and Guanajuato. They more-
over directed their attention to the Sierra Gorda 
region,'^^ but with less success, and consec^uently pros-
ecuted their labors more generally in the province of 
Mexico, where they possessed the college of Pachuca^* 
and the house of Becollects at San Cosmc. 

By the closo of the sixteenth century the Augus-
tinians had founded so many convents in localities 
scattered over so wide a range of country, tha t it was 
found necessary to divide the provincia into tvvo sepa-
rate jurisdictions. Accordingly, permi.ssion having 
been obtained from the oreneral of the order, toírether 
with the king's sanction, in 1602 the divi.sion was 
effected, the new provincia comprising the territories 
of Michoacan and Jalisco, under the name of the 
provincia cle San Nicolás Tolentino,^^ vvhile tha t of 
Mexico retained the former title of Santísimo Nom-
bre de Jesus. On the 22d of June , 1602, the first 
chapter was helcl at Uquareo attended by tvventy 
priors, presided over by Padre Pedro de Vera, wlio 
had been elected provincial.^^ 

I t is unnecessary to pursue in detail the history of 
the provincia of San Nicolás. The conclitions and 
mode of progress wcro similar to those of othor orders; 
the friars founded ncvv convents and missions, strusr-
gled against the authori ty of viceroys ancl audiencias, 
opposed ecclesiastical encroachments, and vvere inter-
nally agitated by the vexed question of equality of 
Spaniards and creoles.^' 

^^ln about 1757 the order wishcd to resign its settlements in that district, 
but was refiised license to do so, .Soriuno, Prtílogo, ^IS., 5, 

=*Fouuded by \ i r tue of a bull of Pope Beuedict XII I , of April 3, 1727, 
and confirmed in Ju ly 1733 by ClementXII . Soriano Prtíiogo, IMs., 4. 

•̂̂  To)-i2uemada, iii, 3:^3; Gr'tjitluu, Chron. deS. Augitstin, 217-18; Sulgucro, 
V'u a. 12, The king of Spain gave his peiniission iii 1601; the act hy A\'hich 
the division was made was issued by the ' padre maestro' in IMexico on the 
17tli of March, 1602. 

*̂  Prov. Jiich. Agust., 111-13. The author of this work states tliat the vice-
roy had pre\dously objected to the division. 

'>''For 20 jears the society of San Nicolás was mled by the former, and 

file:///irtue


718 RELIGIOUS ORDERS. 

The years between 1623 and 1626 were marked by 
prosperity and peace both internal and external. This 
period was accordingly signalized by the appellation 
of 'el feliz.' The debt with which the provincia had 
been encumbered was paid ofiP, and money accumu-
latecl in the coffers of the convents; twenty-five thou-
sand pesos were expended on a chapel and sacristy 
for the convent at Valladolid; work on nine different 
churches was vigorousl}' carried on, and the new pri-
ories of Guadiana and Ytuquaro established. About 
the year 1626 the prosperity of the provincia of San 
Nicolás appears to have reached its culmination.^^ 

In the annals of the provincia of Santísimo Nombre 
de Jesus the year 1650 is memorable on account of an 
extraordinary disturbance occasioned by disputes as 
to the successor of the provincial Fray Diego Pacheco 
who died during his term of office. On his demise 
tlie friars Francisco de Mendoza and Diego de los 
Bios provincial ad interim, together with the defini-
(lores, elected Fray Andrés de Onate of the provincia 

habits of the order were prohibited from being granted to the latter class, 
P)-ovi cia, tn Disturbios de Fi^ailes, MS., i, no. iv. 167. About the year 1630, 
Iiowever, the Capuchines were compelled to yield to the pressure brought to 
bear upon them, and the altemative systein came into force. Jlich., Prov. S. 
Xir., 189-96, In 1629 a violent dissension occurred owing to the appointment 
of Juan de Leivana as provincial, without any attention being paid to the 'alter-
uaii va,' Eleven voters immediately proceeded to Mexico, and by order of the 
•viceroy formed themselves into a chapter, adraitted the alteraative systeiu, 
and elected Pudre Vergara provincial. Vergara returned to Michoacan 
accompanied by an oidor. Fray Leivana opposed his taking possession of the 
office, and atteinpted to place Vergara in confiiiement, whereupon a chapter 
was held at Valladolid, and Leivana was sentenced to be banished to China, 
He wus afterward sent to Acapulco, but the shii)S had sailed before liis 
arrival, Salguero, \'ida, 87-9; Prov. Jl'ich., AgusL, 192-4, Veraga died in 
the first year of his office, and was succeeded by P. Pedro de Santa María, for 
the concluding two years. In 1632 the majority elected P, Damian Nu ez 
provtnciuh /(/ . , 194-6. Nunez was a creole, and appears to have been the 
first of that class who occupied the office. 

^^The increase of rental was estimated at 300,000 pesos, The income of 
the provincial treasury during tliese three years was 54,378 pesos, of which 
27,236 pesos were expended on the repair of churches anci the erection of the 
Valladolid chapel; of the remainder, 3,000 pesos were allowed the provincial 
for expenses; 2,136pesoswerespent in supplying assistance tos ickand needy 
friars; debts amounttng to 3,323 pesos brought forward from the preceding 
triennial were Uquidated, and 1,360 pesos were transraitted to the general of 
tlie order, making the outcorae araount to 37,055 pesos, and leaving a bal-
ance tn favor of the treasury of 17,323 pesos, Salguero, Vida, 19-21. 
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of Guatemala as vicar-provincial, Thereupon Fray 
J u a n Guerrero presented a memorial to the viceroy 
setting forth that he was in possession of letters cre-
dential from the general of the order appointing him 
successor in case of the death of the provincial; tliat 
he had hitherto withhold thein, as there had been no 
necessity to produce them, but tha t Onate being blind 
and incapacitated for scrvice, he iiovv claimed Iiis 
r ight to the office. This memorial vvas sent by tlie 
viceroy to the definitorio, and caused Padre Rios and 
three definidores to recognize Guerrero as provincial 
and formally declare him as sucli. This íravo ofifenco 

•- O 

to Paclre jMendoza, who hastened to attach to his 
party the archbishop, inquisitors, and nobility. Ho 
moreover immediately communicated vvith Onate ten-
dering his obedience to him as provincial. Onate 
at once proceeded to Mexico, performing various 
duties pertaining to his office duriiig his journey. On 
his arrival, hovvever, the letters of the Augustinian 
general which had beeii in tlie keeping of Bios vvcro 
produced, and Guerrero's party refused to recognize 
Onate. ]\Ieiidoza now represented to the viccro}' tlie 
true state of the case, maintaining that Guerrero 
ought to have produced his credentials earlior, and 
thus have avoided all cause for dissons on. This vievv 
was adopted b}' the viceroy, vvho despatched an ordor 
by the officers of the criminal court, supported b}^ the 
palace guard, commanding the recognition of Onate. 
A great commotion ensued, Bios and the three dolini-
dores refused to obey the order or open the doors of 
the convent. A t nine o'clock at night the alcaldes 
and guard again brought the commands of the vicero}^ 
to the refractoiy friars, but without any better result; '* 
nor did they yield until a notification of banishment 
to the port of Acapulco was seived upon them. Ohate 
was then instated in his office, and meeting with fur-
ther opposition he banished the contentious members 

'* * Con qne se fueron los alcaldes y guardia, y quedcS el convento en un 
infiemo de disturbios.' Guijo, Diarío, 143. 
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to the pueblo of Oquituco, within a week of his in-
stallation, Somo degroe of peace vvas thus restored 
in tho convent,'^" 

In 1606 the order of l^arofootod Auirustinians was 
first ropresoiitod iii ?revv Spain by the arrival of 
twelve members cl' tlia'_ s;jcicty with Padro Juan de 
San Goroiiimo at tlioir boad.'' Tliey first ostablished 
their hospital at Tlatilr.loo tiiîd aí't'jivvai'ds removed to 
the capital, occupying a boiiso vhich had been left 
to them by the prosbytor Baitolomc; Lopoz.^^ 

The Dominican friars, as thc roador is aware, ob-
tained almost undisputed possession of Oajaca, their 
ostablishment in that rcofion havino' been formed into 
a separate province under the naine of San Hipôlito. 
Thov were novv bent on extendino: their influence in 

t. O 

a northerly direction from the capital, ancl with such a 
viovv ostablished as early as 1604 a convent at Zaca-
tcctis^ and another in 1610 at Guadalajara. Subse-
juently they began to work as missionaries in the 

rogion of Sierra Gorda, the present Querétaro, where 
tho Franciscans had so far been unable to establish 
themselvos to any extent. The Dominicans com-
nicnced the conversion of the Chichimecs blancos in 
168G, and about fifteen years later they had at least 
so far succeeded as to found six missions to which was 
gatborocl the greater part of tlie population. Unfor-
tunately a revolt of the Indians at the beginning of 

*"' Oucdô el convento algo sosegado y sus parciales con algunos temores.' Id., 
145. During the ycars 1652 to 1654 thc Augustinians were engagcd in dis-
putes with the bisliops owing to their rcmoval from doctriuas, Royal inter-
fcrence was nceessuiy ancl commands on the niatter wcre issued. Fruiles 
n'irtriti., in iji.sturhirjs de Fru'tlrs, :MS. , ii, no, iL I'29-8S. In 1(176 the Augus-
tiniuu church in the capital was burnt down, Much pojiulur supcrstition 
prevailcd relative to this disaster and its siguificance, Sijucnza y G6ii<./ora, 
( "rt<L ul Almifujitj, ]MS., 15. A royal cédula was issucd in I74I ordcring tlic 
pio\ incial dcliiiitorio to he held every two ycars. No appeal from this decree 
wouhl bc admitted. li .dcs, Ciduhts^'M'i., 130-2. 

"^ Xine of thesc friars were ordatned priests, the remaining three being lay 
brothers, Vi:ttntcfrt, J'rtd. de Jicx.,3S-9; Jledina, Chron. de S. Diajo, 11. 

•^-The pope granted extcnsivc privilcges to this order in 1704; ' U t R e c -
torcs Provinciales Discalceatorum Ordinis S. Augustini Congregationis^. 
guudeant eisdem privilegiis quibus Provinciales absoluti. ' Jlorcili, FasL Nov. 
()>b,, 511. In 1744 the mission of Paculawas transferred frora theAugustin-
ians to the barefooted order, Soriano, Prtíhgo, 3. 

btir 
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the eighteenth century drovo them back from tho 
district which thoy had gained with so much labdc, 
but in 1740 fresh effbrts were made in unison with 
other orders,^ to reéstablish the missions, The at-
tempt was so successful, tha t in 1756 tho mission of 
Pugniguia vvas in a condition to be delivered to tho 
secular clergy, a change apparently injurious to the 
settlement, which decroasecl in number of inhabitants 
considerably during the following years,^* This courso 
was nevertheless persisto(^l in, ancí, in 1787, of all the 
Dominican missions in tho Sierra Gorda district, 
only that of San ^Miguel de las Palmas romained 
under the control of thc order.^^ Stranore as it mav 
appear, this transfer of jurisdiction seems not to have 
encountered opposition on the part of the friars, 
thoiigh as a rule the regulars were loath to rolease 
their hold when once they had acquired control in a 
new region. 

Of the minor orders, such as the Carmelitos and 
friars of Our Lady of Mercy, there is little to be said. 
After founding their convents in the capital, tliov 
spreacl over portions of the countrv, but in no spocial 
direction nor to anv considerable oxtent, They pos-
sessed establishments in the larger towns. as Puel)Ia, 
Vera Cruz, Valladolid, Colima, Oajaca, Guadalajara, 
San Luis Potosí, Zacatecas,^*^ and other placos, but 
their importance and influence alvvays remainecl infe-
rior to those of the Franciscans or Jesuits,^' 

*^Friars of'San Femando frora Mexico aud others from Pachuca, O,^ozco 
y Berra, Carta Etnog., 260. 

**0f '200 famiUes wliich composed the settlement tn 1756 only four remainecl 
in 1767. 

*'The incorporation of a mission tnto the jurisdiction of the secular clergy 
was generall}' effected when a certain degree of poUtical and religious intelU-
gence had been acquired by the Indians; but on account of its isolated situa-
tion or for soinc other reason—perhaps the insignificaut perquisites to bft 
obtained—San Miguel was notclaimed by the bisliop, Pinart, Coi. Doc JLx.„ 
MS., 271-3, 457-60, 

®®The Mercenarios founded in 1628 or 1629 a convent at Guadalajara, anct 
in the first years of the eighteenth century another at Zacateeas, In 1617 
they formed the provincia de la Visitacion de la Nueva Espa a, 

*'Nevertheless the Mercenarius were ahle to pay in 1785 ,SIOO,000 into the 
royal treasury to be used hy the govemment in .Spatn for ransoming captive 
chrislians. To obtaiu alms fcr that piiipuse w;is an object of the - order. 

Hi-T. - M E X , Yoi,. I I I , 40 
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The charitable order of San Juan de Dios was 
established in Mexico in 1604 by Cristôbal Munoz, 
who together with four other friars had been sent 
from Spain for tha t purpose.^ The building originally 
intended for them having been given to the Hipôlitos, 
after some negotiations they obtained the foundling-
hospital of Nuestra Senora de los Desamparados, and 
there they establishcd their hospital on the 25th of 
Fobruary. The laudable object of the order—the as-
sistance aiid caro of the sick—and the zeal displayed 
by the members in the discharge of their duties, soon 
gained the sympathy of the population, and in 1606 
one of the brothers vvas sent back to Spain to obtain 
froni the king licenses to found new establishments. 
Almost simultaneously requests for more friars were 
made and acceded to by tbe prior. Henceforth the 
iiumber of hospitals increasecl rapidly,especially tovvard 
the north, and beforo many yoars had elapsed the so-
ciety possessod housos in most of the principal towns.^' 
.Vll the different hospitals were united as the pro-
vincia del Espíritu Santo, under the jurisdiction of a 
commissary-general, appointed in Spain. In 1636 an 
at tempt was made to establish a government inde-
pendent of the order in the mother country, but the 
eflfort failed, and ever aftervvard the society in New 
Spain remained subject to its control. 

^^Medina, Chrtín. S. Diego, I I , followed by Vetancurt, Trat. Mex.,37, 
gives Ceroiiiinu de ,Seguera as the fouuder, and says that the original number 
nas Ili, but that only fuur arrived in Mexico, 

'•^ln 1005 they entered Coliraa, where the hospital de la Concepcion was 
j^iven thein; tlirce } ears later they gained a firni footing in Zacatecas and 
Duiangu. During tlie yeurs from 1611 to 1623 they founded establishments 
a t .Suii Luis Potosí, Ciuauajuato, Leon, Guadalajara, and Celaya, while their 
intioduction into Puehla and Yucatan was delayed till about 1630, and into 
Oajaea till 1702. Scudos, (J/ironoIogia, ii. 446-91, On the same aud following 
pages are also some details about the establishment of hospitals in other 
jilaces. 

Among the special monk-chronicles of the sixteenth century a prorainent 
place must be given to that of the Franciscan province of San Diego de Mex-
ico. Chronicade laSunta Provinciat/r San Diego de Mexico de Religiosos Des-
cai.os de X. S. P. S. Franciscan, Fray Balthassar de Jletlina. Mexico, 1682, 
folio. In common witli writings of tliis class it is mainly devoted to recording 
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the saintly lives and virtues of prominent friars, but in connection therewith, 
and in separate chapters, a vast amount of political and church history is 
given; tn part corapiled from existtng authorities, and in part from original 
documents. Compared with raost of the religious ehroniclcs, however, it is 
superior in style and treatment, heing more coneisc, und giving dates for 
nearly all events mentioned. On page 230 is foiind a curious map representing 
a topographical view of New Spain, with tlie various Frauciscan convents. 
Some space is devoted to a general description of the cities and towns where-
in were situated convents of the order. A list of works used by the author 
is given, and also a list of writers of the province -wlio Iiad flourished during 
the preceding century. Aledina, who was a native of Mcxicu, occupied a 
prominent position in the Franciscan order. He was lecturer on theology and 
philosophy for fifteen years, successively held tlie offices of defiuidor and 
guardian of various convents, and in 1670 wus appointed visitador of his order 
iu the Philippine Islands. Roturning to Mexico, lie devoted the remaiuder 
of Iiis life to literary pursuits and clied in 1697. Besides tlie work already 
cited, which was tlie most important, he wrote several others, all of a religious 
character, the most complete list of thera being given by Beristain. 

As early as 1550 the history of the Dominican province of dexico was 
begun, and continued by succcssive writers, being first w ritten in .Spauish, 
and siibsequently translated into Latin, but it wus iiot until forty yeurs luter 
that it assumed its present form and was published uiider the titlc of ilistoria 
de la Fvndacion y Discvrso de ia Provincia, de Santiago dr JIcxico, de lu Ordcn 
de Predicudores Porlas v'iclus ile stis vuroncs insigncs y casos Xotahles dc Xueva 
Esjjuíiu, por el Jlacstro Fruy Avgv.stin Davilia Pndiliu. Madrid, 1596, fulio. 
This author, born in ^lexico City in 1562, his parents, Pedro Davila and 
Isabel de Padilla, being ainong tlie first families of couqiiistadores, was, as a 
child, remarkable for his precocity. At four years of age he astonished all hy 
his intelligence; at twelve lie liad iiot only studied grammar but rhetoric; 
at thirteen he was a philosopher; and at sixteen had takeii liis degrees as 
doctor in the university of .Mexico. Tlie walls of his apartment falling in 
on one occasion, he was saved from being crushed to deatli hy takiiig refuge 
in a window; and attributing this miraculous escape to Our Ludy of tlie 
Rosary, who was the object of his special devotion, he resolved to devote his 
life to the service of God. Euteiing the Dominicau order in 1569, he was ap-
pointed professor of philosophy, and distiiiguished himself iii tlie pulpit. 
Subsequently he held the office of Qualifier of the luquisiticn. Alcedo, Bib. 
Am., IMS., i, 321, In 1589, by order of the Domtnicuu chapter-general of 
Mexico, he began the Il'isforia de la Fundacion. The history thus far written 
was in Latin. After its translation into Spanish it was found so tncomplete 
as to recpiire much research. Accordtng to Brasseur de Bourbourg, Bib. Jlex. 
Guat., 53, DaviIa-PadiUa is said to have drawn some of his material from the 
then manuscript work of Duran, published in 1867 by Ramirez. The w oik v\ as 
finished in 1592, The lack of paper, however, prevented its publication in 
Me.xico, and it was taken to Spain in 1595, wheiice Davila-Padilla procecded 
as procurator-general, and published the foUowing year. A secoud edition 
with tlie same t i t lewas issued at Brussels in 1625, both of which have become 
exceedingly rare, and stiU a tbird edition, in 1634, at Valladolid, with the 
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title changed to Varía Historia de la Nueva Espa la y Florída, which are cited 
by Nicohis Antonio, Bib. fíist. Xova, iii, 175. 

As shown in the title the work consists of a series of biographies of the 
more prominent Dominican friars wlio flourished in Í^Iexico between 1540 and 
1590, iu connection with whose lives, which consist largely of tedious and 
prolix descriptions of saiutly virtues aud miracles, occasional historical facts 
are givcn, but often v\ ithout dates, The style, which was not uncommoii 
among tlie religious writers of that period, is rather that of a sermon than of 
a historical narrativc. W^liile iu Spaiu Felipe I I I . appointed him general 
chroniclcr of thc Iiidies and royal chaplain, and he was also named general 
chronicler of Iiis order. In 1599 lie was inade arehbishop of Santo Domingo, 
whero he died iii 1604. Accordiug to Alcedo, Bib. Am., i. 321, hereceived the 
appointraent of bishop of Santo Domingo, but Nicolás Antonio, Bib. fíisp. 
Xovu, iii,, wliose st;itcments are to be preferred, says of liira, 'fervidus atque 
facundus ecclesiastes, iiisuho Sancti Dominici tandem creatus archiepiscopus,' 
A maiiuscript ^vork entitled Ilistoria de los Antigiiedades de los ludios is also 
attributed to Davila-PadiUa by Alcedo, 

Cyriari JLuclii, FastiNovi Orbis et OrdinationumApostolicamm ad Indias 
•pertiiicnt'ium hrcriurivm cum Adnotationuhus Venet'ãs, 1776, 4to, pp. •viiL 642, 
is the pseudoiiyme of a Spanish Jesuit named Domingo Muriel, who was a 
professur of his order at Tucuman, He prepared liis work in Ituly, after the 
expulsion of hisorder flom the &panisli dominions. He died atFaenza iu 1795, 
and the book was published by A, Zatta. The first part of the volume is a brief 
compeudium in chronological order of the chief events connected with the his-
tory of the Spanish American colonies from the discovery of America until 1771, 
This is valiiahle chiefly becaiise of tlie author's correction of errors madeby 
other writeis, Then foUow in chronological order the papal ordinances on 
questions of ecclesiastical government and tlie like, arising between those 
dates, ]Most of these ordinances apply to America in general, while a few are 
entirely local, Many of them are accompanied by valuable notes tn which 
the author lias brought together all papal decrees and royal ordinances bearing 
upon tlie subject under consideration. He also quotes frequently and exten-
sively frora a vast array of authors who contain matters german to those 
discuseed, 

Distvrbios de Frailes, foL, 2 vols, the first with 525 pages, and the second btkmode 
with 465 pages, is the title given to a collection of documents, printed and in *iiioJoa 
inauuscript, inostly of the latter, relating to the religious history of America, "Miôôil 
chiefly New Spain, and embracing the period between 1524 and 18II, A | W\ti,desi 
large portion of the coUection refers to the constant bickerings between *i»taiiis, n 
friars born in Spain and friars bom in America about the distribution of '̂ arionjpa 
offices in their respective orders, and the measures upheld by sorae and 
objected to by others to settle the question and secure peace and harmony. 
Another large portion treats of the difl'erences between the regular and secu-
lar clergy on the subject of curacies of parishes, with a long list of complaints 
by IncUans of Puebla agatnst the bishop and his clergy. Among the most 
important documents are those relating to trials of religious by the secular 
judiciary, and claims of the ecclesiastical jurisdiction infavorof the accused; 
one of the cases being that of a friar who murdered his prelate in 1789, and 

ivileij ( 
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the other of three Augustinian friars for political offences iu 1811, General 
information is given on the Franciscan province of the Santo Evangelio in 
1702, and on two parish churches in 1789. The state of society iu Mexico is 
described in letters answering a pastoral letter of the archbishop in 1803. 

Pupeles F,-anciscanos, MS,, foL, in two volumes, the fiist with 568 pp,, 
and the second with 342, is the general title given to a coUectiou of letters, 
orders, and other documents connected with the church in general, and the 
Franciscan order in particular, nearly all being original, and fumishing not 
only most important data upon ecclesiastical histuiy and affairs fiom the 
earliest days of the religious orders iii ]Mexico aud Ccntral America dowu to the 
early part of the niiieteeiitli century, but also complete lists of the prclates 
that riiled the Frauciscans, 

ProvidenciasDioresanns de JlcxicoyOtras StipcTÍores, MS,, 4to, 521 pp,, is 
a collection of copies and memoraudums of decrees issiied by tlie archbishop of 
Mcxico to the clergy of his archdiocesc, including otlicr documents, among 
tlieni some royal aiid viceregul orders, fur the cighteenth century, tlic first 
few years of tlie nineteenth, and a few papcrs dating back to the seventeenth 
century. Miich of the material is important, throwing light not only upon 
ecclesiastical but also on secular affairs of New Spain. 

Ayeta, Dej'cnsa de la \'crdad consugrcula á lu luz de la Justic'ui (aboiit 
1683), fol, 302 I. The king by cédulas of 1678 and 1682 having crapowered 
the bishop to enforce a surrendcr of ccrtain curacies to the clergy, tlie Fran-
ciscans of tlie Jalisco proviucia became alarmed and indignant, Their remon-
strances took the form of a ponderous printed tome of argument upoii the 
respective rights of bishops aiid friars, the pages of which are laden with 
learned extracts from civil and ecclcsiastical law, and the mai'gins bristling 
with Latin citatious. Tlie author, Fray Francisco de Ajctu, was procurador 
general of the order, and about tlic same tinie addressed to liis Mujcsty a 
meraorial Repi-esentaciou por hsFrtmciscanos, fol, 15 L, on the subject of the 
privileges of friars, at the conclusion of wliicli he implorcs the king to re-
lieve his order from tlie oppression to v\ hicli it was suhjcctcd, or gruiit that 
the question miglit be carried to Rorae, Leon, Jiurtln tlc, Manfui Brcf, y 
Forma de administrnr ios Santos Sacrum.entos á los Ii iios, },I,.'xico, 1640, sm, 
4to, II, 54. A rare book, which as its name tmplies contains icgulations as 
to the mode of administering the sacraments to the Indians. Rdintlcieyru, 
Antonio Joatjuiu de, Jlanual Comjicniiio de cl Rcg'uj Putroiudo Indiuno. IMud-
rid, 1755, 4to, U, 22, pp, 5;îl. A prolix work on churcli patronagc of the 
crown, designed for tlie assistance of govemors ;ind rulers in tlie Indies. I t 
contatns, moreover, soine iuformation on the working of the religious orders, 
Various papal bulls are cited, copies of w hich in Latin, with Spanish truusla-
tious, are supplied at the eud of the volumc, Bcrnai y Jlcdo, WulJo Li la-
kcio, Alcgato presentado cn el uiio de li02 ul Escmo e Illmo Sr A,^zoh'isj,o. 
This is a treatise in defeuce of ecclesiastical privilegc. Tlie occasion wliich 
gave rise to its production was tlie murder of the comendador of the IMcreed 
order in Mcxico by Fray Jacinto Miranda. The manuscript liaving fallcu 
into the hands of A. V, y IMoya, he had it printed and published in Oajaca 

in 1844. 
í'igueroa, Fr Fran<^<^ AiW, de la Rosa. Becerro Ge,i\ Menoltígko y crono-
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hgico de todos hs Religiosos que.. .ha habîdo en esta Sta Prov(^ dd Santo 
Evangelio, MS. (copy), 1764, fol. 33 pages, inPaj?* FranC^os L., Ist ser. 13-51, 
no. 1, contains a great deal of information on the foundation and workings of 
the Franciscans tu the various provinces of Mexico, Michoacan, Jalisco, Zaca-
tecas, Yucatan, Guatemala, Florida, and the Philippine Islands do'wn to the 
year lie wrote. I t was evidently a much longer work, giving the names of aU 
the f riars w ho served in said provinces, and particulars respecting thera—all 
this is missing. Beaumont, Friar Pablo de la Purísima Co'ncepcion. Crtínica 
de la Provincia de los SaiUos Aptístoles SanPadro y San Pablo de Michoacan... 
Mex, 1873-4, l-2mo, 5 vols. (pp. 582, 544, 567, 630, 632, respectively); foL, 
MS., I voh, pp. II83, and 8 sheets of Indian paintings. 

Tlie author Iiad been educated iii Paris as a physician, aud afterward became 
tired of the world and joined the Franciscan order. Having come .to Mexico 
he was assigned to Michoacan, wliere he served; but his uncertain health uot 
allowing of his devoting himself to the more active duties of a missionary, 
he undertook tlie work of recording the chronicles of his province, He had 
intended to bring thera down to 1640, and had prepared a vast plan, that he was 
not permitted to accomplish, sickuess aud death putting an end to his labors 
wheii lie had recorded events only to 1565-6, though in some parts of hisnarra-
tive are mentioned those of a later date, The work was probably written in 
the latter part of tlie 18th century—the last dates spoken of therein being of 
1777—and breaks off with only a few pages in the third book. He was not 
satisfied with merely fulfilling the pious duty (of itself a laborious one) of 
chronicling the missionary life and services of the Franciscan and other relig-
ious orders, as well as of the church in general, within the region comprised in 
the Franciscan 'custodia' (as first constituted), and 'provincia' (as it be-
came in 1566), of Michoacan and Jalisco, but taking up history from the 
earliest time of the western continent, gave an introduction, called by him 
Aparato, containing a narrative of events from the discovery of America to 
the capture of the Aztec capital by Cortés. 

For the purpose of his work he gathered, as he tells us, a large quantity 
of MSS, and authentic documeuts, from which and from pertinent printed 
material (some 30 standard writers, with whom he at times disagrees) he drew 
his information, forming a coUection of historical facts relating to the interior 
provinces, as far as New IMexico, and even to general history. Of many of 
the dociiments lie gives full copies. The last part gives general reraarks on 
Michoacan, physically and politically considered, frora 1525 to 1566, and 
quite full information on agriculture, food of tlie natives, etc. The style of 
the work, like that of most writings of churchmen of that period, is too 
prolix, and confused at tiines; the -writer's judgment is often open to doubt, 
and his Spanish somewhat defective, which Beaumont hiraself attributes to 
his education iii Paris; but such drawbacks inust be overlooked, and thc im-
portance of the material chiefly considered. The Indian paintings at the end 
of the MS. copy give tncidents of the first visits of the Spaniards to Michoa-
can, their reception by the Tarascans, labors of Franciscan priests, establish-
ment of the episcopal see, litigation anent the capital of the province, and the 
last sheet gives colored drawings of coats-of-arms of the principal cities of 
Michoacan. My manuscript copy was taken from the Mexican archives. 
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Of the Aparatoabove alluded to, Bustamante (C. 'M.)published an edition, 
Historía del Descubrimiento de la América Septentrional por Cristtíbal Colon, 
escríta por R. P. Fr. 'JIanuel de la \'ega, of the Franciscan provtnce of tlie 
Santo Evangelio de México, Mex., 18'26, 4to, an incomplete, untme, and use-
less edition. Vega, placed as the author, was but the owner of the ]MS. whieh 
served Bustamante as original. Beristain does not know of tlie Crtínica, but 
refers to the author as a doctor and man of the world before he took the liabit. 

The authorities I have consulted on cliurch affairs, utilizing facts perti-
nent to the subject, have been: GonzakzDáv'da, TecUro Eclcsiástico, and Tor-
quemcula, Motutrchia Indianu, on the history of the older dioceses and the 
religious orders; Conciiios P,'OvinciaIes, 1° y 2°, and Concilios Jiexicanos, iii. 
iv., for the general rules adopted by the several episcopal councils of Mex-
ico for the go\'ernment of the cliurch, and for biographies of bishops; Vcfun-
cur, Tratado de la Ciudcul de JIcxico, and \''ctinicuri, Jicnolog'io; Crijalua, 
Chrônica dc Scui Agustitt; Jla/ina, Chronica de Sun. Diego; Jlichoacun, Pro-
vincia de San Xicolás, Basalcnque, Ilistoria de <Stm Xicolús; Floreiu'iu, IJis-
toria de la Compuidtt. de Jesus, and Alegre, Histor'ux de la Comjxi ía dr Jesus; 
for tlie chronicles of the religious orders to wliich tlie authors respectively be-
longed. Humboldt, Essai Politique, lias furnished miich valuable luatter on 
general history and statistics. Another contributor, vahied for liis well con-
sidered opinions upon religious policy and history, is Lúcas Altnnan, llis-
toria de JLtJ'tco, and Disertaciones. Other writers of more moderu dato, aiid 
entitled to more or less credit for arriving at the view tuken by tliem of eccle-
siastical policy and conduct from both the Spanish aud Mexican standpoint, 
havebeen duly considered. Among these the ciiief one isFranc'tscoSosu, Epis-
copado Mexicano, wdio gives biographies of tlie archbishops of ^Mexico froia 
the earliest colonial time to the latcst days; out of tliis work I have obtaiued 
a great deal of iuformation on the riile of each archbishop, and conseciuently 
on the relations of cliurch and state, thus at the sarae tirae furnishing raucli 
interesting matter of a secular nature. As the reader will perceive, a vciy 
long list of writers Iias been carefuUy read, and some important item ciiUed 
out of each. But among the sources tliat have afforded me useful and incon-
trovertible data, and to which I must give a prominent place, have been tlie 
several collections of papal briefs or buUs, and royal cédulas for tlie goverii-
ment of the church, that I possess; some of tliem being in priiit, sucli as Jlorrlli, 
Fasti Xovi Orbi, Recopilucion dc Did'ias, Bcle a, Recopilacion, Jlotifcmayor, 
Svmar'ios, and Zamoru, Biblioteca de Lcgi.slacio,! Ultramarina, and a larpc; 
number iii manuscript; the reports of several viceroys to their iinmediate 
successors, and edicts of the court of tlie iiiquisition issued witli the view 
of checking immoral practices of the clergy, and generally for the proiiio-
tion of public inorals. Soine of the original manuscripts throw liglit upon 
the mode of procedure of tliat dread tribunul. Other import.ant sources have 
been also the Cacetcts de JLcxico, froni 1784 to 1805, and several preceding aucl 
succeeding numbers, The manuscripts alludcd to are: Papeles Franciscaitos, 
Figueroa, ]^i,idicias de la ]^erdad, Providcicias Diocesanas, and Distui'hios de 
Frailcs, which are filled with ecclesiastical matter, particularly laws and de-
crees; Ordenes dc la Corona, Rescriptos Rcaics, Disposiciones Varias, Cedulario, 
Reales Cctlulas, Prov'idcncias Reaics. l'arias Anotaciones delas Leyes, and other 
collections, the names of all of which indicate their contents. 
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For broader references the reader may consult the following: Ordenes de 
la Corona, MS., i. 31 et seq.; iL, passim; iu. 81, 134, 169-73; iv, 21 et seq.; 
V, 1-7, 31-85, 100, 106-9, 121-7; vi. 65, 117-30, 143-6; vU. 11, passiiu; Dá-
ri a, Confinuaciov, MS., 193e tseq . ; Figueroa, ]'indicia,s, MS,, 1-80, 114-25, 
129-38, 148; D'istu,^Uos de F,-aUes, MS., L, passim; u, 1-5, 37, 129-227, 
242-5, 331-40; Pujielcs Franc'iscanos, MS., i. 13, 64, 80, 222-46, 375, 378, 
414, 473, 564; iL 67-7-2, 154, 17S-'20O, 253-67,312-13; Azanza,Ynstruc,'m., 
95-10;!; Prof'ti/enc'icLs L'cults, M,S., 52 et seq.; S'terra, Dictámen, MS,, 351-
501; liecdis C<dttlas, ]MS,, i. 27-35, 73-83, 90-2, 19-2-6, 200-13; U, 53-4, 
116-18, 124-58, 239-41; Prorincia de S. Dicjo, IMS,, 148-67; Papeks de 
JcsvHus, ^IS,, 1-31; Pinarf, Cof Doc Jlisioncs, p;issini; / ( / , , Doc Soti., MS,, 
i. 6-14; /(/., Dof. (Jhih,, XiíS,, i. 6-7; l^citia Linagc, Cuatro Imagenes, MS., 
pussim; Proceso sob,-e Rclii/iosos, IMS., iiassim; Enr'ujuez, Proceso y Causa 
C'rimi,ial, M.S.. pussini; JLex,, Prov' lrnrias Dioccsanas, IMS., )iassiiii; Dur., 
Dor. Ilist., MS., 51-9; X'nnencz, Inqvisidor fiscul contra, MS., passim; 
Fund. Prov. Santiago, MS., 7; Sigitcnza y Gtíngora, Carta ul Aimirante, 
MS,, 10-15; / ( / , , Glorius de Qucr., 11-37; /(/., Puruyso Occid., 39, passim; 
Xueva Esj>rtitn, Brcrc Rcs., IMS., i. 141; licscrijifos Reales Ecles., MS., 
8, passim: Be,-nul y Jla o, Dejensa Prov. Jierced., 'MS., passim; Morfi, 
Col. Doc, M.S., 26-3;î; Tamayo, Al Regente Romá, MS., passira; Lobo, Rela-
cion, M.S., I; J/onume,dos Do>nin. Esp., V̂LS., 19 et seq.; Gcdvez, InformÆ, dd 
l'isitador, MS., 64—81; Crumbilu, 7'umuitos, IMS., 1; Coioquio entre Sophronico 

y Leonido, ^ í s . , passiui; Covrdio Prov., MS., iv, 206; Vireyes de Jlex., In-
strtir., Í^IS., 3, 12: lirrop. de Indias, L, passim; Cedulario, MS,, i. 49-77; iii. 
63, passim; Doc Edcs. Jlex., MS,, i, I, 5, 8; ii. 1-3; iii. 1-3; iv. 2-5; v. 
1-3; Reaies 0<;lcnrs, i. 447-9; v. 167-72, 244-59; vi. 6.5-8; Branciforte, In-
.sfruc, 2^IS., 44-6; C'ol. Doc Inéd., xxi, 469-85, 512-18; Gomez, Diario, 
20, passim; Rohlcs, D'iar'io, i,-ii,, passim; Rivera, Diario, II et seq,; Doc 
LIi . Jiex., sciie ii, tom. L 7-100; iv,, passim; Golov, Juzgudos Jlilitares, 
i. 2-24-43; iJiczmos de Indias, nos. iv, vi, x,-xiv.; Con.st'Uueion Fiel y Lit-
crtti, passim; Breve Apo.stolicu, passiin; Fulj'ta>i, Col. Providoicius, passim; 
Zavtdtta, Cartu, passira; Revilia Gigedo, Instruc, MS., L, passim; Id., 
Bantlos, 2, 4-14, 54, 60, 81-2; Arcrcdo, Actas Ayunt. Guat., 128-9; Mon-
tc. jjor, Snnurios, 3-56; Cedulurio Xuero, i. 390; Xuevo Jlex., Cédulas, 
VIS.. 301-2; Giiijo, Diar'to, i. 4, iiassim; Dispoííiciones Varias, i. 78; iiL 152; 
V. 13, 533; vi,, passim; Leyes, Va>-ias Anotaciones, 4, passim; Guat., GoL 
('iidiJas licalcs, passira; 63-202; Beleiia, Recop., i, 212-17, 291, 336-40; ii. 
387-8: Pacheco and (Járdenas, Col. Doc, vi, 324; xvii, 290-1; Gonzalez Dd-
'filu, J'/ti:utro Eries., i., passim; ii. 15-16, 3 3 ^ 3 , 64; Arlegui, Prov. Zax., 
49, passim; Puju, Cedidario, 27, 78, 112, 210; Calie, Jlem. y Xof., 45, pas-
sim; Vrfavi:vrt, Chron. Sto. Evcmg., 24-135; Id., Jlenologio, I I , passim; 
/ ( / , , TruL Ciudad Jicx., 26-53; Alegre, fíist. Comp., i, 201-3; ii. 15, pas-
.sim; iii. 8, passim; Sulijvero, Vida, passim; Jledina, Ch'on. S. D'iego, II , 
passini; /(/ . , \"ttia Rodrijucz, passim; Castro, Diario, 6 et seq.; Espinosa, 
Chron. AjiosL, 12, iiussim; Jlorelii, J'asf. Xov. Orb., 151, •passim; Juar-
ros, Guaf., i. 3-24, 360; Id., ('ompcndi", 288-98, 3-2-2-6, 359; Santos, Chro-
nolcjgia fíosjjialu.r'ta, 43.3-98; Jiofa Padilia, Conq. N. Gulicia, 178, 184, 346, 
509; V'dlu'/uf'tcj-rc, li'isL Cot j . Itza, 186-7; licmestd, Ilist. Chyapa, 302-15, 
47:!-4, 69;J-9, 704-8; Torrjucmudu, i, 337; iii. 337-82; Villa'-Senor y San-
chrz, Thratro, i. 28-5:1, 241-58; ii. 28, 205, passim; Jlendieta, Ilist. Ecles., 
546; Robles, \^idn (Jucfas, 12-2-34, 304-5; Gagc's ^Jjyu'je, iL 67-50; Iglesiasy 
(Joiivcdas dc JI(x., 65-8, 24.5-61, 316-20; Ljlesin Catedral, Reglas y Orde-
•)ta,izas, passim; Ic/las' ts Sun Jliguel, Rciac'ioti Sencilla, passim; Gonzakz, N. 
Laon, 15, 98-107, 122, 152, 37:i-7; J'vmttlJos de Jlex., MS., '2-7; Fernandez, 
Llist. Edcs., 134-6; Fcrnundo VII., Decretos, 86-90; Cavo, Tres Siglos, u 
11-2-13; iii. 1-5, 29-30; iv. 175-9; Alcedo, Dicc, i. 108, 493; iL 245-6; iiL 141; 
Arricif'tta, Cron. Seriifica, passim; Cuhrcra, Escudo Armas, 97-106, 170-1; 
Campillo, Xuevo •^i.'stcma, 43-51; ZúTdga y 0., Ccdendario, 34-79; Ladron 
de Giierura, JIanipc.<to, 14, passim; Navarrete, Trat. fíist., 295-6; Id., 
Rel. I'(regr''ma, ii, 14, passim; iii. 3, passim; Prov. Mich., 111-215; Beau-
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monL Crôn. Mick, 866, 911; /( / . , MS., 829; Florencia, fíist. Comp. de 
Je.sus, 23-2-3; Dávila, Jlem. fíisL, 19-182, 228-9; Garcia, IIisL Beth., iu. 
20-30, iv, 1-27; Palou, Vida, 24-39; Burgoa, Palestra D'tsf., 78-267; Id., 
Geog. Descrip. OaJ., i. 7, 92-192; ii. 1-18, 210-27, 286-366, 410; CogoUvdo, 
H'ist. Yuc, 206, passim; Cortes, D'iario, 1812, xiL 348; Alm. Calctdario 
1842, 61-4; Id., 1862, 35-6; Id., 1794, 11-13; Gaz. deJLcx., L-xvL, passim; 
Arévalo, Compend., 30, passira; Alzate, Gacetas, i. 34; ii, 450-7; iu. 351-3; 
iv. 1-6; fíumboldL Essai PoL, 105, 127-8, 195-6; ii. 473-8; /(/ . , Tablas 
Estad., MS,, 41; Zuvala, Rev. Jlex., 13-16, 33-4, 66; Zerecero, Jlem. Rrc, 
157-9, 255-7, 457-98, 506-13; Zamora, Bib. Leg. Uif., v. 43-61; vi, 65-6; 
Arze y Portería, Lnforme, 305; Ylzarhc, L,tj'<n^i,ie, 345-51; Buedo, Ivforvies 
Jiisioves, 367-96; Villuentlos, É.stado de la Jli.s.sion, 7-14; Jlarfincz, E.sfudo, 
357; Maséres, Info,-me, '201-24; Garcia, Informe, Jl'isiones li'io Grcmdc, 49; 
Bailido, FcLX'trdo, Lnforme, 397-407; Xayar'd, Informe, 61-87; Bcjuruno, 
Informe, 1-4; Xavurro, Jlis'iones de Xcnjar'd, 463-82; Arias, Informe, 319-
43; Jl'ich., Obispo de, Informe JIisioiws Rio Vcnlc, 101-51; Fonsecay Ur-
ru'ia, Real fíac, ui, 89-135; v, 276-8; vL 303-20; Alvarcz, Estuii'tos, iu, 
385-422; JLora, Rcv. JLex., L 269; iu. 267-72, 358; iv, 58; Id., Obras 
Sueltos, i. 1, e t seq . ; Arrongoiz, Jlex., iii. 74; Lacf, Amcr. Dcscrip., 253-69; 
Alaman, IIisL Jlex., i. 13, 68-84, 121; iL 96; iu, 381; Id., LJ'tserf., 'ú. 
221-2; iii. 302-36; Arroniz, Biog. Jlex., 152-.5, 232-5; / ( / . , II't<t. y Crtín., 
85-8; Rive>^a,Gob. JLex., 120-22, 130-5, 159-61, 172-9-2, 200-63; Ofigcndd 
Suniuurio de San Jvan, passim; Cofudoitgu, Coit.stitvcioncs, passim; LusCa.sa, 
Peregrina solar, passim; (Jonn ntos de la Ci dud, passim; DeJ'ensa de la Vcrtlud, 
1-6; /( / . , Juridica, passim; Inigo, Funeral Gi'utitvd, passira; Intjuisidores co,i-
tra la heretica, passiui; Beavfort, Ilist. Pupus, v. 320-30; Beristain, Elogio, 
MS,, passim; Eguiura y Eguren, Vidu de Arelluno y So.sso, passim; Guudura, 
V'tdu cie Lazcano, 1-130; Ladron de Guevara, JlaniJicsto, passim; Grijalua, 
Chrtín. de San Augustin, 217-18; La,scuno, Vida P Oviedo, passim; O.ssuva, 
Periginacion, passiin; Qviroga, Compend., passim; Jlartiiicz, Se>->non Pane-
girico, passim; Orozro, Carlu Etnogrufiu, 260-89; Lcon, Jlanuul 6/-ece, passim; 
Osorio, Americano Scráji/tico, passim; Po>izr de Leon, La Azucena, pussim; 
Sales, El Sucerdote Instrttiilo, passim; Sunc/iez, InJ'ornic, passim; liomcro, 
Not. Jlich., passim; Carrijtlo, Estudios Hi.sf., 67-73, 114-17, 121-2; iStrjihen's 
Yitc, ii. 193-4; Ancona, liisf. Yuc, u, 200-67, 321-52, 389-96, 456, 56-2-i; 
Lacunza, D'iscursos, nos, xxxv.-vi. ; Lerdo c/e Tejada, Aj)U,U. IIisL, 297-8, 
313; Rivera, Ilist. Jcdaj^a, i. 92-3, 112, 118; So.<u, EjJ.scop. Jlex., 55-102, 
126, 145, 151, 160, 214; Zumacois, fíist. JIcx., v. 277-9, 309, ,335, passim; 
vi, 21, 30, 39, 48, 191, 608; vii, 38, 194; viu. 27-8; x. 513; PalaJ'ox, Vida 
del Ven., 27-119; G'd, Fund. Obrn Piu, passim; Iglcsius de Dur., l-,85; 
Gomez, Vida Jladre Antonia, passim; \'clu.sro y J'cjndu, fíist. Imagen, pas-
siin; Velasco, EI Pretendientc, passiin; \'aIleJo, \'ida dri Sritor Jose, passira; 
Velasco, Mavifiesto, passim; Verona, Paramologia, 8-10; Zarcda, Veneruble 
Congreg., passim; Constituciones dc.San Hipoiyfo, passira; Dárila, \"ula de 
Perez de Barcia, 24; Convcnfo de Scm Lorenzo lieglas. I-I46, Beccatini. Vida 
Carlos / / / . , ii, 49-62, 88-9; Bernal y Jlalo, Indalecio, iiassira; Cerfijlcacion 
de las Mercedes, MS., 23-33, 84-90; Alcalde, Ehgios Fttnebns, 1-49; Archi-
cofradia del Arcangel Con.stitucioncs, passim; Florenciu, de Leon, fíist. \^ida 
Molina, passim; CastiIIo, Dicc IIi.sL, 9, 52-8, 127-54, 178, 183, 296-314 
Escudero, Not. Son., 40; /(/,, Xot. Chih., 32; /( / . , Xot. Dur., 23; Jíicho 
acan, Prov. S. Xic, 2, passim; Jlexico, Arancel Parroqidal, 1-16; Jlal 
tratamiento de Indios, passim; Aycttu, Informes, 27;i-93; Soriavo, Prtílogo, 
MS., 4-23; \llaplana, ]'ida PorteiUosu, pacsim; Texeda, Representacion 
passim; Signla, Discurso, passiin; Tornel Jloid'ivil, Aparicion, ii, 183-97 
Tormbia, 'Exainen Cunonico, passim; Custro, Exaltacion JLagnifica, passira 
/( / , , Directorio, passim; fíerna>u ez, Estad. Jlex., 257-8; <S'oc. JIcx. Geog. 
Boiet'tn, iL 6, 8, 16-23, 42-4; iiL 23; viu, 175-7, 49.3-4, 547-9, 628-40; ix, 
49, 140, 151, 167; Id., 2da ep. L 286, 486-95, 565-73, 649, 830-41, 921-25 
iii. 21; iv, 153-69, 639-40; Id., 3ra ep. i. 257, 650-1; Album Jlex., i. 183-4 
291, 308, 352, 409, 42'2, 455, 584-8; Dic Univ., i .-x., passim; Mosaico, Jlex. 
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u. 385-92; iu. 6, 21-4; iv. lO, 263; vi, 161-2; vu. 228; Museo Mex., i. 8, 50, 
133, 337, passira; ii, 356-7, 409-14; ui, 80-2, 101-5; iv. 93-4, 260, 430-4; Regis-
tro, Yucateco, i. 158-9, 2*28-30; u, 81-108, 331-43; Pap. Var., i. 6; v. 14-35; 
ix, 9-37; xli, 32-3; cxxi, 45-56; cxltx. 14-20; clxiv. passira; cLxxxiii., passim; 
fíarper's Jlag., xlix. 179-80; Xiles' Reg., xxiU. 156; ^Vard's JIcx., i. 331-5; 
Mayer's JLx. Aztec, i. 202; Id., MSS., 1-4, 55-61; Estalla, xxvi. 261-83, 
326-8; xxviL 9-10, 47-8, 110-11, I9I-5 , 233-71; De Smet's Westem Missions, 
240-2; D'Avity, Deiscrip. Gen. Am., ii. 23-4, 80-1; Domenech, fíist. Jlex., 
i. -269-82; Doyle's Ilist. Pious Fund, 7, 8; Ahrens' Jlex., 33-44; Abbot's Jlex., 
98-100; America, PicL fí'tsL, 125-8; Stricker's Bibliothek, 49-50; Touron, 
fíist. Gen. Am., iv. ,348-52; vu. 60-72, 229, 292-386; viu. 240-69; America, 
Descrip., MS,, 116-18; Ogilby's Amer., 226, 245-6; Pinkerton's JÍod. Geog., 
ui. 158; Ponee de Leon, Abeja Jlich., 1-147; La Cruz, iu. 303, passira; iv. 
184-7; V, 400, 657-69; ^-i. 137-8; vii, 689-7-22; Bustamante,Voz de la Putria, 
V. 6--25, 75-81; Ld., Elogio Hist., passira; Jlexico, Disturbios, MS,, i. 1-15; 
Diario Jlex., i. 48, 269-72; u. 142, passim; vi. 94, 187-95, 366-8; vu. 233-4; 
viii, 27 e t seq , ; ix, 115, 177, 271-5; x, 330, 571-2; xi. 67-8, 207-9, .351-78, 
565; Frcjes, Ilist. Breve Conq., 162, 272; Bernal Diaz, Hisf. VerdcuL, 166-7; 
Queipo, Col. de Doc, 1-65; Ribas, fíist. dehsTriumphos, 447-51; Clavigero, 
Storia della Caf, ii. 169-70; Jlexiro, Drfensa Juridica, passim; Ytta, Dia 
Festivo Propio, passim; Libro de las (Jon.sfifuciones de V. Orden, passim; Mon-
tana, El Corazon de Uts Rosas, passim; Sanchez, Villa P'ueb. Sagrad,, 150-1. 
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S O C I E T Y . 

1500-1800. 

EvoLøTioN OF A RACE—TYPICAL CHARACTEEISTICS—STATISTICS OF POPULA-

TION—PE.0P0RTI0N AND DlSTEIBUTION OF R A C E S — C A U S E S F O R I > E C R E A S B 

OF ABORIGINES—CREOLE VERSUS SFANIARD—JEALOUSIES AND IMPOLI-

Tic MEASURES—IMMIGRATION AND CHARACTER OF ARRFVALS—STATUS 

OF FoREiGNERS—INDIAN P O L I C Y A N D I T S E F F E C T — R A C E S T I G M A — 

NEGRO SLAVERY—CONDITION OF THE M I X E D BREEDS—BEGGARS AND 

NoBLES—NATURE AND EXTENT OF DISEASES—MATLAZAHUATL, SMALL-

POX, VÔMITO P R I E T O , A N D F A M I N E S — D O C T O R S AND T R E A T M E N T — 

HOSPITALS AND ASYLUMS—MOURNING AND C E M E T E R I E S — M E A T A N D 

D R I N K — S U M P T U A R Y L A W S — N A T I O N A L D R E S S — L O V E OF DlSPLAY— 

F A L S E G L O S S — W O M E N , MORALS, AND M A R R I A G E — T H E H O M E — H O L I -

DAY C E L E B R A T I O N — C O A C H E S AND R l D E R S — B A R B A R I C S P O R T — G A M -

B L I N G — T H E D R A M A — S o C I A L R E U N I O N S . 

SPANISH Americans present the distinct features of 
what may be essentially classed as a new race, sprung 
from the union of the proudest of European pe(jples, 
and the most advanced of Americans; the former it-
self an anomalous mixture, wherein lay blended the 
physical and mental characteristics of half a dozen 
nations, from sturdy Goth to lithe and fiery Arab;^ 
the other possibly autochthonic, and evolved amidst 
the rise and fall of mighty empires, whose records are 
entombed in the most imposing monuments of the 
continent.^ While the latter may be divided into two 
great branches, the Maya and Nahua, originally 
cradled perhaps within the region drained by the 

^See introduction to fíist. Cent. Am., i. this series, for the evolution and 
characteristics of Spaniards. 

'^HumboIdt, who favors an Asiatic origin for the Americans, sees in this 
meeting with the Spaniard a reunion of two branches tliat once parted on the 
plains of Asia in opposite directions. Essai PoL, i. 134-5. The different 
theories on origin are discussed in Native Races, v. chapter i. this series. 

( 7 3 1 ) 
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Usumacinta, yet they consist of a large number of 
nations, distinct in language, and differing greatly in 
culture, such as the Otomís, Zapotecs, Tarascos, and the 
representative Aztecs, forming a greater variety even 
than tha t which could be distinguished on the Iberian 
peninsula at the opening of the conquest. There was, 
therefore, no homogeneity of race vvhich might pre-
vent intermingling, vvhile the geographic features of 
tlie country with its profound influence on race devel-
opment presented similarities to the new-comers that 
brought involuntarily to their lips the name New 
Spain, by which term it was thereafter for a time 
known. Although the name vvas first pronounced 
upon the seaboard, these resemblances existed more 
particularly on the high table land vvhere a temperate 
clime had lured to settlement and culture most of the 
nations referred to. Here flourished the cereals and 
fruits of Spain, wheat and barley by the side of maize 
and maguey, while the slopes of lofty ranges, under 
snovv-crowned peaks, stood clad in rugged firs. In 
the sheltered valley grew the sugar-cane and indigo, 
and on either side of the plateau a fringe of heated 
coast line revelled in all the luxuriance of tropic nature. 
Bu t this line was comparativoly narrow, and so scantily 
occupied as to have little influence on Mexican devel-
opment. A strange commingling truly of peoples and 
of climates to forni a new race, with characteristics 
now modified, now intonsified, the inheritor of past 
glories, the guardian of a transplanted culture. Even 
two of the earth's great divisions did not suffice to 
create it, for during early stages already a third ele-
ment was infused by negroes from the dark continent, 
with a slight sprinkling from the fourth part of the 
w( )rld by Chinese and Malays. The latter have never 
been counted as an element however, and the recog-
iiized mixed breeds are mestizos,muIattoes,and zambos, 
or Indian zambos,^ with their degrees of admixture. 

^The term for the offspring of negroes and Indians varies in different 
countries, and even the lexicographers are at a loss. They have been called 
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Of the three original races the Indian, which may 
be regarded as the mother, presents a less favorable 
appearance by the side of the symmetrical and bright-
ejed Spaniard and the t a i r a n d muscular negro. 
While diflPerent provinces exhibit marked variations 
in stature, build, and comeliness, the general verdict 
must be tha t the aborigine is neither handsome nor 
graceful; nor has he the strength a n l adaptability of 
the others. Tho long black hair is thick aiid ghjssy, 
but the beard is so scant as to render more markecl 
the uniformity of type in the black elongated eyes set 
widely apart, the oval face, witii its narrovv forehead, 
the prominent cheek-bonos, and the large lips. The 
complexion varics from olivc to brovvn and copper 
color, in certain districts with a yellowish or bluish 
tinge, and inclining to black in the torrid region." The 
mestizo throws off* many of those attributes, and iiiay 
be classed as more intelligent and handsome, with fine 
eyes and hair, but he is generally small of stature, in-
clined to corpulency, and lacks energy and strength.^ 
The mulattocs inherit the vivacity of their dark sircs, 
and unite with it greatcr industry. The zambos are 
ugly, fiery, and turbulent. Indeed, gentleness and 
beauty increase with the proportion of white admix-
ture.^ 

Whatever may be the case with mulatto castes the 
intermarriage of mestizos certainly does not tend 
toward sterility. Under favorable skies like those of 
California their fecundity has been surprising," and in 

zambos in decrees within New Spain, and especially Caracas; yet at Mexico, 
Habana, and Lima, chino was a conunon appellation, and in tlie latter place also 
Chino-cholo, Zambo by itself more generally denotes three fourths of black ad-
mixture, and zambo prieto seveii eigbths, A deepeutng of color is termed 
salto ati'cis, ' back-Ieap,' and a heightening by greater mtngling witli white, 
tente eneluire, 'holding one's self i n thea i r , ' The Asiat icmixturewasbrought 
by the Philippine fleets, 

*The Indian type is fully considered in Xative Races, i,-ii,, and the 
Spanish in Ilist. Cent. Am., i. introd,, this series. 

^The hands and feet are usually praised and the teeth condemned. 
^Tlie odor of the different races cau be disttnguished also in the castes; 

and for the different effluvia the Peruvians have disttnct names, fíumboldt, 
EssaiPoL, i, 136, 

' Navarro applies this in general to half-castes: ' la feciindidad notoria de 
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other parts the birth rate varies according to climate 
and soil. Deformity is very rare, particularly among 
Indians.^ Age falls lightly upon the latter, with few 
instances of grey hair, and quite a number of centena-
rians are claimed, although tlie proportion of persons 
over fifty years of age appears larger among the white 
race, with their later puberty and better mode of liv-

C) 

ing. 
Orders were repeatedly issued from Spain to form 

statistics of population and resources, and viceroys 
and civil and ecclesiastic officials responded with more 
or less elaborate reports,'^° but the first worth}^ to be 
callod a census was tha t taken in 1793-4 by order 
of Viceroy Pevilla Gigedo. Incomplete as even this 
provecl, one sixth of the population being merely 
estimated, it has nevertheless been accepted in most 
respects as a base. The total here presented is 4,483,-
000," including the Californias, New Mexico, and 
Texas; but the pertinent objection has been raised 
tha t this figure was considerably belovv the actual 
number, owing to the general effbrt of the people to 
avoid registration, froni economic and superstitious 
ideas.-'^ Humboldt accordingly added ten per cent to 
lascastas, ' Jlem., in Soc Jlex. Geog., Boletin, ii. 83. Instances of fecundity 
are to be foiind in Gacetn JIcx., i. 35 etc, 

" Certain afflictions like goitre do not affect Indians and rarely mestizos. 
Giants and dwarfs are uncoraraon although sucli giants as Salmeron and 
more tlian one dwarf have come from tliis country, In Diario, Jlex., xL 
128, a piginy is spoken of as less tlian threefourths of a vara in lieight, 

* Yet the exemption from w rinkles observed by Hiimboldt does not appear 
to be sustained, Instancesof longevity are given in Pancs, ]"tretjcs, MS,, 1.36; 
Gu.reta Jiex., i, -291, 379-80, 397, 40.3-4, x. e t c ; Diario, J/e,c,,*iu. 128, 159, 
vi. I I - I 2 etc.; V'taijero Univ., xxvi. 343, One working-man of 135 left 400 
deseendants; another liad sons varying from 8 to 120 years of age. The aver-
age elairaed for the centenarians is 116-120. 

^° Besides a uumhcr of statements on special departmeuts or subjects a 
record exists of 19 formal reports made by order of the government between 
1585 and 1787; for a compiled list thereof, with names of the framers, see<S'oc. 
Jirx, Ccog,, Boletin, i. 10. A specimen of the ortlers to this efl'ect and a 
district report may be seeu in J'amaron, Visita Dur., MS., i. et seq. 

'̂ Different copies vary slightly. 
'^ln evidence of tliis it was pointed out that while Mexico City in 1793 

received 112,926 inhabitants, this figiire rose to 168,846 in 1811, although it 
fell greatly cluring the followiug twoyears, This variation must be attributed 
greatly to the war, which a t times drove fugitives in large numbers to the 
capital. A better test for the deficiency was the birth-rate, which raised the 
estimate for the city to more than 130,000, instead of 112,926. 
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cover this deficiency, while expressing a belief tha t 
the addition of a sixth or seventh would not be wrong. 
Navarro, followed by several others, adds a fifth. The 
fornier author took special pains to obtain statistics, 
in order to arrive at an estimate for 1803. This was 
no easy task in a country subject to such extrernes of 
climate from the hot malarious coast to the temperate 
plateau ancl the cold mountain region occupiod by so 
inany different races with varying modes of life. H e 
came to the conclusion, however, tha t the birth-rate 
coulcl be placed at one in seventeen, and the death-
rate at one in thir ty, and tha t the population would 
double in about thirty-eight years. The avorage pro-
portion of births to deaths appoaring as 183 to 100, 
he accepted this, vvithin a small fraction, as a rate for 
calculating tho increase during the decade followdng 
the census of 1793, and thus arrived at a total popu-
lation for 1803 of 5,837,100.'^ 

Since this time a nuniber of calculations have been 
made which take the census of 1793 for a base, but 
reduce the increase to about one and a half j)er cent 
yearly for the two following decades. Dur ing the 
revolutionary period this rate must be lowored still 
rnore, and even afterward tho unsettled condition of 
affairs operated again.st largc recuperation. The 
most valuable estimates appoar to be those made for 
1810 by the auditor-general of vvays and means for 
New Spain, Fernando Navarro y Noriega, whose 
sources coiild not havo been woll surpassed by any 
contemporary. Even Iiis calculations, howevcr, had 
for several provinces to rest on comparative estimates, 
but for others he was able to present more rcliable 

^̂  This was the corrected calculation of a later date, He brings in a num-
ber of comparisons with the rates in European countries, and fincis tliat those 
ruliiig in Prussia approximate more closely, The proportion there of births 
to deaths stood as 180 to 100, wliile in the United States it rose to 201 :100, 
and in France it fell to 110 :100, Although the births of males in New Spain 
cxceeded those of females—Humboldt has it 100 : 95, others, more corrcctly, 
100:98.6—yet it appeared that males prepouderated among Indians anci 
castes. The studies of the German savant ai-e very exhaustive and iuterest-
ing, although in several respects less exact than could have been desired, 
owing chiefly to unreliable data, Es.sai PoL, i. 54 et seq. 
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figures than those of ReviIIa Gigedo. Where this 
was not possible he added twenty per cent to the 
returns of 1793 for deficienc}^, and twenty-five more 
for the increase duriiig the seventeen years, obtaining 
a total of 6,122,354.^* The proportion of races gives 
the Indians sixty hundredths, the castes twenty-two, 
and the whites oighteen.^® Of the last he assumes 
only fifteen thousand to have been European Span-
iards,^^ while raisiiig the proportion of castes with 
negro blood to nearlv" Iialf a million. Largfe as this 
number appears, it is ccrtain tha t both economic ino-
tivcs among slave-holders, and natural predilection 
among aboriginal women favored the diffusion of Afri-
can blood. Navarro agrees with Humboldt tha t the 
slavos could not exceed ten thousand, the pure blacks 
forming tvvo thirds of this number.^'' 

Even without the impulse given by republican prin-
ciples in modern times for the amalgamation of races, it 
is evident tha t the castes strictly speaking must gain 
in number by encroaching on the other classes, even if 
thesc were to show a constant increase—an increase ^ 
which becomes somewhat fictitious when we consider 

" While several points in the table on page 737 are subject to criticism, the 
area for instance betng in some cases obviously tnexact, yet thcse defects affect 
the value of the paper so little as not to reuder changes and at temptsat better 
estimates advisable at tliis stage of the history. Indeed, the figures tend in 
this form to better represent the official views at the close of the colonial 
period, Iii a later volume the population topic will demand and necessarily 
receive a more critical treatment, 

'•' Humboldt raised tlie whites slightly to one fifth and lowered the Indians 
to about two fifths, lca^ ing a large reniainder to castes, Navarro has the 
tribute lists to prove thc greater correctuess of his Indian figures, those of 
1807 showing 2,925,179 aborigtnes. 

'^ Humboldt estimated their number in 1803 a t about 70,000, but this 
appears to liave bcen based on their proportion at the capital, where they 
were gathered in large force as the leading holders of offices and coramercial 
positions, Navarro's figure certainly is very low, but he had access to 
migration statistics, and such a careful student as Alaraan corrects his own 
larger estimates by this. The govemment gave no special encouragement to 
emigration. 

'̂ The negroes and negro mixtures rest on rather vague estiraates, for those 
recognized as of this class were included among Indians as tributaries, and 
tliose not so recognized merged into other classes. The estimate for white 
people is also somewhat misleading, since amid the general effort to approach 
the superior race a number of persons with imperceptible Indian or negro ad-
mtxture declared themselves white, many indeed obtaining legal permission 
to do so. 

Ĉi 
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the large number of eastes that by intermarriage seem 
to ' re tu rn gradually to the mother race. W e find no 
such Ŷ thering inf uence on the aboriginal population 
as in the north, and this must be due partly to the 
siniilarity between them and the invaders in their 
.settled condition, which demanded no radical change 
for adaptation. While making few eíForts to increase 
the population with emigrants, the government cer-
tainly did all to foster a natural growth by promotino-
early marriages, by introducing seeds and hve-stock, 
and by other measurcs. FoUowing in the wake of 
Las Casas early forcign writers have indulged in lam-
entations over the havoc inflicted by tlie conquerors 
and later by encomenderos, notably in working the 
natives to death in the mines. The disturbances ever 
accompanying war could not have failed in efíect, as 
shown at the fall of Mexico, and the mines entombed 
vast numbers, less, however, by overtaxing strength 
than b_y the effect of chmatic changes on persons sud-
denly transferred from a warm district to cold and 
rugged mountain regions. To this was added the 
change from quiet plantation hfe to rough mining toil. 
Xevertheless the losses by these means were compara-
tively small, and the great ravages tha t took place 
must be ascribed ahnost wholly to the diseases fo lovv-
ing the new civihzation, such as small-pox, measles, 
and probably syphihs.^^ 
•) Endemics and famines also ruled periodicahy, and 

difíerent districts had their special afílictions. The 
former, however, had less effect, since the people either 
became inured to or avoided the pestiferous regions. 
There remains no doubt tha t their total has fallen 
greatly from what it was in the time of Montezuma, 
when Tezcuco, Cholula, and a number of other cities 

'^Las Casas' exaggerated attacks on his countrymen for cruelty have 
already been exposcd, and I have also alluded to De Pauw's viewa in his 
Recherches. Raynal lowers the estimate of losses suffered by the Indians, but 
places too much stress on the etfect of mines. Zamacois in seeking to prove 
tha t they increased under Spanish rule finds no difficulty in dealing with 
figures and readily accepts the vague statements of early chroniclers concern-
iug the ravages of epidemics. 

\ 
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now decayed figured as populous centres, for which 
the Spaniards erected but sparse equivalents. Mexico 
appears from monumental and documentary evidence 
to have been more extensive and populous, and in 
Tlascala a census was taken by Cortés which showed 
tha t there were several times more occupants than 
toward the close of the colonial period.^'' Franciscan 
missionaries alone claimed to have baptized 6,000,000 
natives between 1524 and 1540, and Dominicans and 
Augustinians worked hard to swell the number, yet 
immense fields remained untrodden. These claims 
cannot of course be rehed upon, nor the estimates of 
deaths from small-pox and other ravages. In 1576 
about 2,000,000 are said to liave been swept away 
in the central provinces alone, and at other times 
whole districts to have been ahnost depopulated.^'' 

W e find the population distributed in a somewhat 
different manner from tha t of South America and the 
Uni ted States, not along the coasts, which are here 
low-lying and malarious, but mainly on the interior 
plateau, where culture and wealth had ever centred, 
notably along a narrow strip embracing Puebla and 
Mexico, and two other towns of from 35,000 to 
130,000 inhabitants, and only one or two days' journey 
apart, while elsewhere great stretches of fine country 
he almost uninhabited. Wi th the influx of negroes 
the coast hne received in time an increase of occu-
pants, on whom the fevers had htt le efíect, and with 
their aid thriving plantations of sugar-cane and other 
produce drew riches froni a hitherto neglected soil. 
The Indians maintained their preponderance at the 
rate of three fourths to seven eighths in Puebla, 

*® As indicated in Ilist. Jlex., i., this series, I t is true that many Tlascal-
tecs were sent away to colonize other provinces, but this could not have 
affected the total very seriously, An estimate for 17-29 reduces the Indians 
greatly, Doc fíist. Mex., série ii, tom. iv, 341--2, 

*" As referred to in this and the preceding volume. Clavigero iiululi;es in 
quite a dissertation on this topic, chiefly as a reply to De Pau-\v, Storiu, JIcss., 
iv. 271-87. I t is widely clainied that excepting the ravai,'es suffered from 
epidemics, the aboriginal race has increased in number during tlie colonial 
rult', and this assertion cannot well be disproved for want of reliable data con-
cerning either the pests or the original population. 
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Tlascala, Vera Cruz, Yucatan, Oajaca, and Al ta Cafi 
fornia, particularly in the last t\A'o. I n Mexico inten 
dencia they formed two thirds of the population. 
The castes were most numerous in Guadalajara, Pu-
ebla, the north-east provinces, and the mining regions, 
aiid the whites mustered in force along the same 
parallels, where mining and stock-raising presented 
opportunity for enrichment, and predominated in 
Nuevo Leon and Soiiora. Indeed the sparsely set-
tled north was occupied chiefly by Spaniards and half-
breeds, although they assisted to sweh the central 
group of Guanajuato, Puebla, and Mexico, which 
greatly exceeded the rest in population. 21 

Class distinctions have ever been jealouslyguarded 
in Spain, and, proud of his race and country, the Span-
iard in early days especiaUy looked upon the foreigner 
with pity and contempt. These ideas could not fail 
to become intensified in the New World where he 
trod the soil as conqueror and master over a dusky 
and half-naked race to whom the possession of a soul 
was at first denied. Under such conditions it is not 
strange tha t even in framing the most benevolent of 
laws the preéminence of the superior people was sus-
tained to the disadvantage of the others. Indeed, 
the education, wealth, and honors of the country cen-
tred almost exclusively in the whites. They held the 
civil, military, and higliest ecclesiastic offices; they 
filled the professi(ms; they controlled all the leading 
branches of trade and manufacture, and owned the 

*̂ The excess of females in the large towns, as noticed by Humboldt, is 
attributable to the influx of domestic servants and tlie exodus oí men for mines 
and traffic. The evideut care with which Navano prepared his tableon pop-
ulation indicates an amount of research tliat would liave given value to com-
ments and speculations on its different items, but his remarks are confined to 
a few criticisms on Humboldt and to indicating the sources for the figures, 
The treatise was prepared in 1814 for the body of national representatives and 
published at Mexico in 1820 as Jlemoria sobre la Poblacion dd Reino de 
Nueva Espaiîa, 12mo, 23 pp, with a table. I t has been reprinted inSoc Mex. 
Geog., Boletin, ii, 75-83, The facts therein are greatly confirmed by the 
calculations made two years before by Cancelada in his Ruina de la Nueva 
Espaiia, Cádiz, 1811, 12mo, 84 pp. But in this the estimate for towns and 
mining camps has falien too low, being placed merely a t 55 and 97 respectively. 

ÍL.... 
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large plantations and rich mines. Between them and 
the castes lay an immense gulf To be of the former 
was to be of the noble race; to be of the latter was to 
be branded; and eager became the strife among the 
progeny of caste admixtures to enroh themselves as 
whites, the courts being frequently petitioned so to 
declare them.^' Such strife naturally led to many a 
severe discrimination against alhances tha t might 
imperil the color hne, and the regard for this was 
significantly iUustrated by the question which fre-
quently could be heard during altercations: " D o you 
consider yourself whiter than I ? " 

Another gulf, lcss wide yet more dangerous to the 
nation, was formed by the government in granting 
the higher offices in state, army, and church almost 
exclusively to Spaniards born in Spain, a pohcy due 
partly to long estab îshedT ŝ ŝ eh ^^pãftTy to the better 
opportunity of claimants near the throne for obtain-
iiig a hearing, but chiefly to jealousy of the more dis-
tan t subjects whose occasional complaints supported 
by wealth and growing numbers often savored of dis-
loyalty, and whose very right to the country with its 
offices, acquired by their effbrts as conquerors and 
colonists, made them appear dangerous.^^ 

The natural result of such injustice was a bitter-
ness of feehng which manifested itself as early as the 
first decade of the conquest, when Cortés' soldiers saw 
the best offices and the choicest grants bestowed on 
men who had done nothing toward acquiring the rich 
domains, and who showed themselves unworthy and 

*̂  This legal whitewashing was conveyed in the rather ambiguous term, 
* que se tengan por blancos,' They may regard themselves as white, 

^ Frequent remonstrances were made, notably in the representation by 
the city council of Mexico in 1792, which elicited decrees favorable to the cre-
oles, but these were either disregarded or overruled by the counsel of preju-
diced Spanish dignitaries, like Archbishop Haro, who suggested that American-
bom subjects should be kept at a distauce, in humbler position.s, and not fos-
tered in arrogance with lofty aspirations, The liberation of the United States 
was pointed to as a waming. According to ]^eta,icvrt, De>'ec/io, 40, les.s than 
four per cent of the bishoprics in America had been filled by creoles during 
the first century of Spanish rule; by the end of the eighteenth century their 
proportion had increased to fifteen per cent, but chiefly of inferior sees. 
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dishonest. Frequent were the quarrels that resulted, 
leading often to bloodshed, and fostering a certain dis-
loyalty which became manifest during such episodes 
as the Cortés-Ávila conspiracy, the overthrow of 
Gelves, and the burning of the palace in 1692. The 
whites indeed early divided themselves into two na-
tional parties, the creoJes, or native-born,^* and cha-
petones or gachupines,^ nicknames apphed to those 
from Spain. 

]\Iany viceroys took special care to smooth the 
ruffled feehngs,^^ but this availed ht t le against the 
insolence of the favored party and the measures of a 
distrusting governinent, at times bhnded, at times 
clearly reveahng a disposition to sow discord so as to 
streiigthen itself at the expense of factions. This re-
fined pohcy was brought into play also among Indians, 
and to keep apart the dangerous negroes.'^^ Thepar ty 
spirit raged with actual bitterness even among the 
religions orders, some provincias excluding creoles, 
others Europeans, from higher positions, and stiH 
others alternating or quaírelling when it came to the 
election of prelates. 

While the nickname for European Spaniards could 

** From criollo, nursed, brought up, that is, on the new soil. 
'-''' According to the leamed professor Chimalpopocatl Galicia, this word ia 

derived from cactii, Aztec for shoe, and tzopinia, to prick; as shown in JIo-
Una, ]'ocabv ario. In combining words the Aztecs would drop or modify the 
last syllables, leaving cactzopin, he who pricks with the shoe, in allusion to 
the spur, Gac/tupin or Cachupin would be a natural corruption by Spaniards. 
This is the general version supported by Ålaman, Ilist. MeJ., i. 7, Guerra, 
fíi.sf. liev., i. 142, e t c , and others; but Ramirez, Ilist. Dur., 78-9, is rather 
inclined to attribute the word to some corrupted term introduced by the 
creoles, Guerra traces chapeton from chapi, a Haitian word signifying a man 
from far off lands, but it is also likely to have been taken from the last two 
syllables of gachupin, with addition of the common ending ton. Gage, Voy., 
i, 201, states that it was applied only to the new-comers, who soon felí under 
the more general head of gachupin. "While the names are of early date, as 
shown in Ilerrera, dec. v,, lib, iv., cap, xii. e t c , and Garcilaso de la \'ega, 
Comc'nt. Reales, i., cap. 36, yet Indians in many parts called Spaniards for a 
long time Christians, till instructed not to apply a term indicating a religioua 
distinction. Panes, Vireyes, MS., 81. 

26 Mancera commended a similar course to his successors. Instrttc Vireyes, 
259. 

2^This is revealed in the tenor of restrictive laws; and Gage, ubi sup., 
alludes to the effect; but Robertson, fíist. Am., ii. 368, is rather carried away 
by exaggerated deductions. 
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hardly be offensive owing to' their superior pobition, 
the terjn creoLejjid acquire a tinge of reproach from 
their indolent habits, and lack of sustained energy, 
which impeded them in competing with the enter-
prising immigrants in trade or industries. The latter 
were more precocious, but feh short in reflection and 
judgment; eager to do, they failed to execute. Climate 
had much to do with this, but the cause must partiaUy 
be ascribed to their training as the children of rich or 
well-to-do men,̂ ^ with a superficial education which 
raised their pretensions above those of the toiler for 
fortune. They were spoiled by home indulgence. The 
frugahty of the father disappeared; forethought and 
prudence were thrown to the winds; frivohty tainted 
even serious topics, and dissipation grew so fast that 
the saying, "the father a trader, the son a gentleman, 
the grandson a beggar," became general in apphcation. 
Associated with such characteristics the term creole 
was not courted; and latterly those to whom it apphed 
began to affect the designation of Americans, uphold-
ing it with great pride after a succession of reverses 
had lowered Spanish prestige in Europe. The educa-
tion of the daughters saved them from most of the 
vices wdiich clung to the sons; they became admirable 
wives and kind mothers, though wanting in parental 
strictness, and they were generahy rated superior to 
the men. 

Those who in early da^ ŝ under Cortés and sub-
sequent leaders assisted in subduing the coûntry, and 
thereupon retired to enjoy the reward of their toil on 
some encomienda, may be regarded as the founders of 
the leading creole aristocracy—mihtary adventurers 

28 Robertson attributes the cause wholly to enervating climate and govem-
ment policy, which broke the vigor of mind and led to luxurious indulgence, 
superstition and effeminacy; but Mexican writers will not admit climatic in-
fluence. Alaman dwells on bad training, fíist. JleJ., i. 10 et seq., and ]Mora 
adds the restrictive laws on advancement and education. Yet Feijoo wiote 
an apology to prove that premature decrepitude was not general among 
Aniericans, UUoa, ]'oy. i., 27, e t c , hints at wider causes. See also Consu-
itulo, Mem., in Cavo, Tres Siglos, iii, 303; Papeles Franciscanos, ]MS,, serie i, 
toui. i. pt . i. 31 etc. 
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though they were, and that of all grades, from hidalgo 
to artisan, sailor, and even criminal, and drawn chiefly 
from Castile, Estremadura, and Andalusia. In later 
times the in-wanderers came principally from Yizcaj'a, 
Catalonia, Galicia, and the Santander mountains; they 
were young, of poor families, frugal and industrious, 
superior in character even to the average Spaniard, 
and vastly surpassing in energy and steadiness the 
spoiled creoles. Business men recognized their value 
and employed them; they were prudent also, watched 
for opportunity, and soon embarked in enterprises 
011 their own account, often marrying daughters of 
their principals. They became owners of plantations 
and miiies, and the holders of municipal offices, form-
ing a sort of confederacy with the other Spaniards, the 
higher officials and judges, who numbered a propor-
tion of men both educated and of good families. Al-
thouo-h the mass of officials and traders were inferior 
to the prosperous creoles in requirements and man-
ners, and therefore objects of contempt, yet a ready 
adaptability soon enabled them to make amends; and 
since they were as a rule sure to advance in wealth 
and position, the w^omen of the soil looked upon them 
with favor, thus adding jealousy to the many enmities 
entertained by creoles against the new-comers. Aware 
of their superior advantages, the latter returned the 
feeling in the form of contempt, which cut deeper than 
overt acts. The Spaniard soon became himself a creole, 
however, for he begat children against whom the ex-
asperated father might exclaim, "You are a creole 
and that accounts for it!"^ 

The influx of energetic men from the mother coun-
tiy could not under such circumstances have been 
otherwise than desirable, except in the case of officials, 
whose positions ought to have been shared more lib-
erally with the children of the soil, as a matter of 
justice. Yet the government gave no impulse to emi-

29'Eres criolloy basta,' Alaman, fíisL MeJ., i. 10 et seq.; Humboldtt 
Essai PoL, i. 114, 136, etc. 

rccl i l" 

LHl 
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gration, but rather hampered it with restrictions. A t 
one time none might go to the Indies without special 
permit from the king ov the casa de contratacion. 
This relaxed for a while, and mere registration of 
name was demanded, so tha t a number of persons with 
Jewish, Moorish. Gypsy, and heretic blood slipped 
out. Such leaven would not answer in America, there 
to threaten eruption among half-converted natives and 
reckless colonists; and so sworn declarations were de-
manded from proposed adventurers; but it was soon 
found that the allurements of the new country fre-
quently outweighed the fear of perjury, and henceforth 
the applicant for passage must bring certificates from 
his native district to vouch for his social and reliofious 
standing.*' The audiencias kept a record of the im-
miorrants. Nevertheless a number of unreo-istered 
persons managed to enter, and severe laws were en-
acted aíîainst them, involvino- confiscation and eio;ht 
3'eais' service as soldiers, or transportation to the West 
Indies or Florida if married.^^ Such interlopers were 
called poJizoncs, a name applied as scurrilous to any 
foreigner. European was a term synonymous in New 
Spain with Spaniard, for the restrictions against for-
eiofners allowed but a small number to orain entrance. 
Thev had either to be naturalized bv a twentv years* 
residence in Spain, or live under surveillance with 
license till naturalized.^ 

Special licenses were issued for traders to deal for a 
time at a port, and through their ageucy many uot 
authorized managed to slip into the country, so that 
decrees came every now and then for their expulsion,^ 

^'^Recop. delnd.. i. 365 e t c ; S':!:'rzaiio. i. 397 e t c : Antdi' z. Mem. Com., 
307-2.5, 

' 'Vagran t s were sent to the Flrllippines. Bdena, Rc'^op.. i, 1>2, 2>4. 
'* For 10 out cf the 20 years they must o-wnreal est . te to the 'value ef 4,000 

dncats, and be married to a Sp.iiiisli-bom subject. Ti.tu children were Span-
iards. They m\;st give an inventory of their property, and infringement of 
the law sent t h e m t o the Philippines. LL, 190. Forais of app.ication iot 
migration and pasíport may be fotmd in Paj-'s Franciscanos, MS., serie i. 
tom. i, 261. and Ordenes d-: 'Corna, MS,, ii. 159. 

^(íramlila, Tum A'o-.MS^^l; Re'S'^p.de Lid.,i. 166; Montemayor^Sv naríoe, 
136-9. Portuguese were among those regarded as foreigners, and at one tima 
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particularly in war times. Those who were married 
generally received permission to remain. They did 
not as a rule enjoy great favor, to judge by decrees to 
protect them from abuse,^ and it was only in later 
times, with the spread of French and English litera-
ture, that the better classes began to form comparisons 
in favor of hitherto despised Europeans. 

If torn by discord the white people in New Spain 
at the opening of the present century were neverthe-
less united in oppressing the lower orders, through 
whom they obtained wealth, and to a certain extent 
position, the Europeans being impelled to greater 
recklessness by want of sympathy for a people and 
country strange to them, and regarded only as a means 
to fortune. Indians, as the most remote in kinship, 
were oppressed more than others. We have seen 
how at first nearly all were distributed as serfs to 
labor on plantations, in mines, on roads, and in towns; 
how they were often torn from home and family, and 
dragged to a bitter death; how their complaints were 
carried by kind-hearted friars to the throne to evoke 
reforms—ineffective though they proved in only too 
many cases—and how they were gradually liberated 
from the control of encomenderos and placed under 
crown agents, free to sell their labor to whom they 
pleased. Maltreatment now became comparatively 
rare, but oppression hardly less cruel was practised 
by greedy offîcials, who used their position to extort 
products and labor in return for useless articles. 
During their term of five years, some of these cor-
regidores and alcaldes mayores managed to rob their 

natives of other Spanish provinces than those of Castile, Leon, Aragon, Va-
lencia, Catalu a, and Navarre, were held as such so far as conceraed the 
Indies. See regulations in Linage, Xorte, i. 238 etc. One reason for official 
objections to foreigners lay in the impulse they gave to freemasonry, to which 
consideration is given in Furol, 314-28, and other works. 

'* CaccftL Mex., 1808, xviii. 557. In remote districts many could not grasp 
the fact that nations existed beyond the sea who were not Spanish, and where 
they did understand it such peoples were classed as very low, on the ground 
that only low strata in New Spain did not know Spanish, as HumboTdt ob-
eerves. 
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protégés of as much as two hundred thousand pesos. 
W i t h the creation of intendentes and subdelegates the 
infliction decreased, so tha t in general the Indian en-
joyed greater protection under royal than under re-
publican rule, when the peonage systeni reduced large 
numbers to practical serfdom. During the last period 
of colonial sway this enslavement was counteracted 
by the law, which annulled any indebtedness exceed-
ing five pesos, and regulated the conduct of the em-
ployer.^^ 

While freed from bondage they were kept in pupil-
age. They were exempt from tithes and most other 
imposts exacted from the whites, but subject to trib-
ute. Fas t days were reduced in their favor, and mar-
riage made more easy—so tha t they might yield more 
toilers; the church must lower its rates to them, and 
the inquisition withhold its dreaded fangs.^^ And all 
because they were held to possess less capacity than 
those with other blood infusion. The imputation 
must have been galling in the extreme to every manly 
spirit among them. They must not idle, however,^' 
and under cover of this order the officials, aided by 
native alcaldes, managed ever to exercise a despotic 
control for personal advantage. Thus the laws for 
their protection were often used as weapons against 
them. They were gathered under compulsion into 
village communities, and kept apart from the other 
races, an isolation which could serve only to retard 
advancement. He re they worked land held in com-
mon and granted to theni for life only,^^ permanent 
ownership of land being rare among them, thus caus-
ing a lack of the chief inducement for economy. They 

*5 'Wliether in free labor, or when sent to forced labor for crime or debt. 
Cedulario, MS., iii, 45-9; Reaks Cedu as, MS,, i. 183, In obrages, or freed 
labor, four months' advance was allowed, Bele u, Recop., i. pt . ii. 77. Ne-
groes and castes could contract for any advance, and otherwise act freely as 
' abites y capaces,' 

*8 As shown in the chapter on the church. 
' ' Regulations to this effect are to be found in Recop. de Ind., ii. 285, e t c , 

and a synopsis of privileges is to be found in Concilios Prov., 1555-65, 391. 
^^See the chapter on agriculture. 
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were ordered to be at home, out of the street, by eight 
o'clock in winter and nine in summer, and attendance 
at church was compulsory under penalty of the lash 
and the prison.^'' 

The secularization of missions served not to pro- í 
mote their welfare, for it gave a rather nominal free-
dom under a negligent curate, in lieu of the guardian 
care of a comparatively disinterested and unselfish friar 
who took a paternal delight in watching over his flock. 
]\Iining labor still fell chiefly to their share, even after 
they becaine free to dispose of themselves; and allured 
by gain they freely submitted to the destructive meth-
ods in vogue. The lack of beasts of burden, which 
they were as a rule too poor to purchase, forced them 
to toil as such. The prohibition against riding also i 
restricted the acquisition of horses. They were more-
over forbidden to carry arms or to dress like Spaniards. 
These degrading and repressive measures were added ' 
to official tyranny to keep them poor, ignorant, and 
hunible; a policy dictated partly by fear of their num-
ber, partly by caste jealousy; and so they remained ^^ 
the feet of the social body. ™̂' 

Centuries of serfdom and humiliation had not failed tDt 
to leave its stamp on the Indian's character, already , ftiâi 
moulded under the despotic rule of native emperors. 
Accustomed to servitude, he yields with hypocritical 
servility and deceitful timidity, and is naturally sus-
picious, yet without harboring any deep malice or 
cruel vindictiveness. The bloody features of his an-
cestral religion are by no means an index to a cruel 
disposition. I t indicates rather a stolid indifference • 
to suffering and occurrences; and although the out-
ward apathy is somewhat exaggerated, it veils no 
very sensitive feelings. This is shown by his taci-

^' Gage relates some anecdotes conceraing the method of Indian officials in 
huntmg up negligent worshippers. Voy., ii. 67-250; Montemayor, Svmarios, 
15-16, Of course the mles for Indian conduct were occasionally relaxed or 
disregarded, as in the case of other races, yet less frequently, since so many 
persons existed, from alcalde and curate to subdelegate and intendente, who 
Bought to be officious. 
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turni ty, his cold reasoning devoid of mobility and 
imagination. His look is gloomy, and a'general air 
of melancholy hangs over him; Íiis very dance and 
music l ackgaye ty ; his song is lugubrious; yct the 
more vivacious woman can evoke a smile which for 
sweetness belies the customary trait, and reveals a 
deep vein of gentleness tha t favors the at tr ibute of 
patience under adversity, of fidelity and constancy. 
While rather chaste and frugal, he has not been trained 
in provident habits, and yields readily to the cup, 
though not more so than could be expected from per-
sons in his condition. H e shares in the general indo-
lence of his surroundings; and kept in ignorance, he 
yields readily to superstition, and incorporates puerile 
and ridiculous fancies and practices in his worship, im-
pressing the beholder with the idea that he is less 
intelhgent than is really the case, Indeed, he is docile, 
and grasps any lessons easil}' enough, though not im-
pulsively; but he lacks creativc power; his speech and 
writing are rather bare, and his art servile imitation. 
These defects are due in part to the lack of opportu-
tuni ty for development, and v a i j somewhat in differ-
ent parts of the country, where environment and 
change of condition have evolved characteristics tha t 
may still be classed as distinctively tribal.*° 

On the whole the Indian mind has not the breadth, 
strength, or subtilt}' of the European; and this was 
earl}^ intimated by the Spaniards in withliolding from 

*" Many writers, with the beggarly idlers of the capital ever before them, 
have been led to exaggerate his defects, calling him cunning, false, and 
vindictive, or pusillanimous and atrocious, as Mancera'writes in Doc Incd., 
xxi, 445, while sympathizing friars extol inordinately his virtues, Las C'asas 
dwells on his ingenuity and goodness; Zumárraga on his chastity, favored 
indeed by stolidity of nature; Motolinia on his pmdence and wide capa-
city for acquiring anything, and herein Clavigero agrees by declaring liim 
fully as able as a Spaniard, Humboldt invcsts liim with a natural logic, 
with a ready perception; ]Mora makes him persevering and temperate; aml 
Alaman, Portilla, and others exhibit a non-committal description of traits, 
Many of the contradictory attributes may be explained by tbe claim that In-
dian children are raore precocious than whites, but the latter certainly attain 
a higher degree of maturity, The Tlascaltecs held themselves rather high 
on the strength of the special privileges accorded them since the conquest; a 
love for litigation augmented their poverty. The adjoining Cholultecs, with 
few claims to nobility, were more sober and prosperous. 
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them alone the term gente de razon, rational people, 
as unfit to hold office or to govern themselves. Wi th 
the growth of education among the better class they 
attained to the superior designation of Jadinos,*^ and 
laws opened the portal to civil and ecclesiastic offices, 
and to the orders; yet none but persons of great influ-
ence such as nobles inanaged to enter even the latter 
precincts. Certain few of the cacique class obtained 
militaiy rank, but most of them had to rest content 
witli pet ty municipal positions in the villages, of which 
they made the most by claiming exemptions, or even 
tribute, and joining the officials in oppressing the rest. 
A large portion obtained only a nominal recognition 
of their rank as nobles, and merged otherwise in the 
mass with little or no distinction in dress, mode of 
life, or attainments, affecting poverty even when rich. 
]\Iore conscious than the plebeians of the humility 
heaped upon them, rather than be buffeted by the 
arrogant whites they preferred to hide among their 
own race, nursing there together with the remem-
brance of ancestral glories a slumbering hatred or 
tenacious aversion for the invaders and their insti-
tutions which contributed to check advancement.*^ 

The impression left by most Avriters on the Indian 
question is tha t of a race ground into the dust by op-
pression, but their material condition was after all 
much better than that of the lowest classes in Europe, 
favored as they were by a beneficent nature which 
called for little of the exhaustive toil falling to the 
lot of the laborer in civilized Germany or England. 
In later colonial tirnes the despotism of official or em-
ployer was rarely severe enough to evoke despair or 
lamentation, and indignation must be confined rather 
to the measures which restrained the liberty and ad-

*̂  Anciently applied in Spain to a person who knew a foreign tongue, and 
now given to a native who acquired Spanish. 

*- Arrangoiz, Hist. Me.c, iii. app. 75, shows that this feeling exists even 
to-day, and that many an Indian is by his village people shamed out of any 
atteiupt to adopt the habits of the superior race. í h e learned Sigiienza com-
ments on this feeling in 1691-2, Carta al Almirante, MS,, 40-4, See alao 
Mex., Manifiesto al Rey, '2'2, e t c 
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vancement of a race; and stamped it with ignominy.*^ 
Nevertheless race stigma was not nearly so severe 
as in the Uni ted States,''^ or even in Brit ish India, as 
shown by the constant intermarriage of the peoples, 
which formed a bond between them of ever-growing 
strength. A proof of the greater liberalit}^ in the 
soiith is furnished by the condition of the negroes. 
Originally iinported as slaves, provision was made for 
their liberation by self-purchase, at a rate fixed by 
the courts, and without much consideration for the 
price paid by the owner, or their value to him. Pos-
sessed both of strength and energy, they readily 
availed themselvcs of the privilege; so that at the 
beginning of this century those in bondage could not 
have exceeded ten thousand,^^ congregated chiefly in 
the neighborhood of Yera Cruz and Acapulco. The 
introduction was limited in New Spain,*^ partly for 
political reasons, owing to their turbulent disposi-
tion.*^ The trade lay in the hands of certain licensed 
firms.*^ The privilege of purchasing their freedom 
indicates considerable liberty of action, so as to ac-
quire the necessary means. A number of laws were 
issued for their protection, giving orders tha t thcj ' 

*^ I t is the feeling we would entertain for a slave, happier though he might 
be in servitude than as a free man. Only too many writers on the topic have 
confined their studies to works like Solorzano, De Ind. Ivre, oî the seven-
teenth century, without consideriug the improvemeuts since efl'ected among 
Indians; but there are also more couiprehensive investigators; and among 
them I notice with pleasure José Antonio Saco, who in licvista de Cuba, a 
most attractive and well edited review of Habana, contributes a series of 
articles on the encomienda system, whicli indicate much research and prom-
ise to be quite exhaustive, 

** I t must be admitted, however, tha t the Indians of northern latitudes 
had not attained to the same high level of culture as in Mexico, so that inter-
course there could not be so readily entertained, 

** Some estimates reduce them to 6,000, including mulattoes and zambos. 
** Humboldt estimates i t at less than '/100 of the. export from Africa, Es.sai 

PoL,i. 130, 
*'As shown in Hist. Mex., ii. 384-5, this series, and at the beginning of 

this volume. 
*^Between 1664 and 1673 two Genoese had the sole contract and intro-

duced only four cargoes. Mancera, Instmc, in CoL Doc Incd.. xxi, 465-7. 
In 1699 the Compania Real de Guihea del Reino de Portugal had an agent 
in New Spain for their trade. Reales Ccdidas, MS,, i, 103, Shortly after 
Frenchmen obtained the exclusive right to import slaves and establislied a 
factory at Vera Cruz in 1702; ten years later Englishmen tried the business, 
and so the privilege changed hands. In 1794 a tax of 6% was placed ou money 
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should be housed, fed, and clothed just as well as free 
laborers, and instructed in religion; tasks could not 
be imposed when under seventeen or over the seven-
tieth year, and the aged and sick had to be cared for. 
Branding was stopped in 1784.*^ The roll of free ne-
groes was swelled by means of a law of 1750 which 
conferred liberty on all slaves who escaped from the 
Dutch and English colonies, and adopted the Poman 
Catholic religion; but they as well as the free negro 
admixtures were subject to tribute like the 'irrational' 
Indians. 

The disadvantages under which Indians and negroes 
labored, applied also in a measure to mixed breeds, 
though less so to the mestizos. Although the latter 
were recognized as citizens and gente de razon in not 
being subject to the damning tribute, to restriction in 
ordinary dress or of movement, or to exemption from 
tithes, regular church fees, or the inquisition, yet the^ 
were almost wholly excluded from civil, military, anc 
ecclesiastical offices, subject to forced labor in cases of 
crime,^ and to other disabilities, from which they 
could become free only by intermarriage with a supe-
rior race. In early days there was no hesitation about 
a union with the colored classes, owing to the infor-
mality of the first ties and to the almost entire lack 
of white women; and since the Indian maidens were 
only too eager to wed conquerors, the latter could 
choose from among the most select. Comparatively 
few Spanish women came over;^^ and so the mingling 

iud goods exported for the purchase of negroes. Ordenes de Corona, MS., vi, 
S4, Sales of slaves are frequently recorded in Gaceta Jlex., i.-x., and Diario 
Mex., i. et seq. Between 1807 and 1810 we find good servant girls of above 
20 years sold as low as 100 and 150 pesos. See also Guerra, Ilist. Rev.,'. 
151-5. 

*^ Belena, Recop., i, pt. iii. 74, 265, e t c For those in non-productÍTj 
Jomestic service, a tax of $2 a year had to be paid, Cedulario, MS., iii. 98-1^4. 
Further regulations are given in Recop. de Ind., ii. 360-4, 539, etc. 

*" Spaniards eujoyed certain ^xemption wherever the dignity of the '*hite 
race might be imperilled. Ordenes de Corona, MS., i. 33, e t c 

î Humboldt shows tha t less than ten per cent of the European Spanish 
population a t Mexico in 1803 were females. In the provinces the proportion 
must have been stiU smaller. 
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continued, though more and more v.ith niestizos, par-
ticularly with those who had grown whito. AVhiIe thc 
intermarriago with darker mestizos came to be niorc 
and more discountenanced by the higher classes, alli-
ances with negro admixtures actually received a clieck 
from the law itself''^ This open stignia cast upon a 
race numbering nearly half a milhon, aiid tha t as late 
as 1805, was hardly a judicious measure, The negi'o 
classcs for tha t matter had ever been subject to liniita-
tions as degrading as tliose applyiiig to Indians, Eveii 
the sacred profession was wholly closed to theni; they 
must reside with recognized employers under penalt}-
of being consigned to mines or contractors; and tht; 
wonicn could not wear silks, gold, and similar articles 
unless allied to whites. Ye t this population ranked 
among the most useful in the country for its strengtli 
and encrgy. AAvare of their superiority, they loolaíí 
down on the Indians, and were not a little encouraged 
in this respect by the evident preferciice accor(led 
them by female aborigines, who were allured also l)v 
their greater vivacity.''^ Slaveholders no d< ^abt favored 
an inclination tha t increased their chattels ^\'ith such 
vigorous specimens, superior also in certain moral 
traits, for the lat ter possessed greater boldnes.s, oi 
rather audacity, zambos being nioie vicious than mu-
lattoes. 

The creoles in particular were anxious to keep back 
intruders from the lower ranks, and to maintain the 
restrictions even against fairer mestizos, on the ground 
tha t their vindictiveness and arrogance might imperil 
the safety of Spaniards and tlie authority of the 
crown; not considering tha t as much or more peril lay 
in fostering the ignorance, misery, and hatred of an 
able and powerful class, ever growing stronger. The 
government nevertheless found it necessary to make 
certain concessions to the lat ter; yet these were no t 

^'i Ceduiario, MS,, i, 92. 
*' It is even said that they preferred them to Europeans. fíumboldt, 

Essai PoL, i. 94, 
Hi8T, M E X . , V O L . I I I . 48 
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sufficient even to counteract the irritation created by 
certain other restrictive laws. 

One result of the efiforts for maintaining caste dis-
tinction, together with the prevalence of indolent and 
improvident habits, was the comparative absence of 
a middle class, so essential to the advancement of a 
country; and societ}' could well be divided into rich 
and poor, noble and base, half-cultured and illiterate. 
This is readily understood from the concentration 
among the people of the wealth and refinement, and a 
mere glance at Mexico would confirm it with the ex-
trenie presented of nudity and glitter, grossness and 
refinement, profusion and squalor. This was here the 
more striking ovving to the congregation of vagrants, 
beggars, and indigent sick, allured from all quarters 
by the famo of the capital for wealth, gorgeous dis-
pÍays, and liberalit}^ 

A t the beginning of the century about one fifth of 
its inhabitants consisted of these classes known as za-
ragates, guachinangos, and ^XLvamulJos, the last being 
also termed Jéperos and corresponding to the lazzaroni 
of Naples; equally lazy and careless, but less vicious. 
Most of thein depended for a livelihood on labor, but 
this was limited to a day or two in the week,.sufficient 
to procure tliem a little food and liquor. The sky 
was their roof, and the bed their square mantle or 
blanket, which served also for ahnost sole raiment. 
Dress gave theni indeed little concern, for as they lay 
basking in the sun the day long the covering was 
generally cast aside regardless of decency. Laws ex-
isted against such classes, and a special society had 
been formed, as we have seen, to discourage men-
dicancy and almsgiving, and provide for the deserv-
ing.^ 

**This society was given control of the asylum for the poor, with power to 
deal summarily with all impostors and idlers, Bekfia, Recop., i. pt, iii. 203. 
Different decrees against vagabouds arealso given in Zamora, Bib. Leg. Ult., 
vi, 173-8; liecop. de Ind., ii, 358-60, Males were to be sent to mines and 
plantations, females into families, children to asylums. 
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The other extreme was presented by the nobility 
of local origin; for tha t of Spain found no inducement 
to abandon the sunshine of the court for a barbarous 
coloiiy, save on temporary official duty. Cortés was 
the first of this titled nobility, and ' the marquis' long 
remained a distinctive at tr ibûte of him alone. In time, 
with the growing need of funds by the king, the re-
ward bestowed for distinguished military and diplo-
matic services was extended to those who chosc to 
promote such service by the gift of money. A t first 
this was somewhat cautiously bestowed, and limited 
to a cross of Santiago or Calatrava;^^ but in the eigh-
teenth century almost any rich miiier or trader might 
secure the title of marquis or count, or a military 
title.^^ The ignorance, vulgarity, and want of merit 
in the holder, subjected the title to lidiculc, which, 
however, decreased as it grew older. The crcation 
usually brought about an entail for its maintenance, 
a reservation of estate frequent enough among the 
old creole families.^'^ The testamentary bond was not 
much respected, however, for the audiencias had power 
to interfere with the property and even to authorize 
its sale,^^ and oiily too frequently the heirs squandered 
their fortune within two generations. 

The two great causes affecting population, disease 
and famine, obtained in New Spaiii with periodic fie-
quency and great virulence, owing to peculiar climatic 
conditions and national improvidence. The miasmatic 

^'•' Viceroy Mendoza revivcd the native order of tecuhtli, uot loug after the 
conquest, in order to bind the Indian nobles. Carta, in Pnc/teco aud Cúrde-
nas, ii, -201-2, The order of Ci'irlos I I I . was rather limited in distvibution, 

*̂ A list of tliese from the conquest down to 1702 is given in Fonsecu, Ilisf. 
fíac, iv. 249-53. In Gouzalez Dávila, Teatro Echs., i. 14, 107 cto.; JlorJi, 
Xoblcza, 37 e t c ; Virct/cs, Instriic, serie i. pts. 5-6, 18--20 etc., maybe found 
additional names, auil iu a later volume will figure a number of them. The 
census of 1790 mentions 44 persons at ]\Iexico with nobility titles and 38 with 
knighthood. Gaz. Jlcx., v. 8. 

"' Seveial of tliese mayorazgos cxisted with a rental of from 10,000 to 
60,000 pesos, chiefly lield by the descendants of traders aud miners, but also 
bj ' those of conquerors aml officials. l'onde de liegla founded several; two 
uutitled sons were eonsoled with $700,000 each. Alanian, Ili.sf. JLJ., i. 17. 

'•''^ Pi-ovidt,icias litalis. MS., '25-6, 152-3; CoL dt Diarios, MS., 4-24, 
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coast lines formed an actual fever belt which could 
not fail to have a certain effect even beyondits limits. 
StiII, the plateau, which contained the mass of the 
people, enjoyed as fine a climate as could be desired; 
and as the Indians with their frugal and more natural 
habits were a rather heálthy race, ordinary maladies 
and slighter ills did not greatly afíect them, such as 
indigestion and accompanying troubles. Colds, acute 
fevers, pleurisy, catarrh, diarrhæa, and consumption 
did of course havc their victims, particularly with the 
increase of artificial habits among the wealthier classes. 
Spasms aiid intermittent fevers were frequent on the 
coast,bihous fevers on the western sIopes,^^and measles, 
introduced shortly after the conquest, committed at 
times extensive ravages.^° Leprosy, known as San 
Lázaro's evil, existed, and had its special hospitals, 
the use of pork and chile being reckoned among in-
fluencing causes, and also uncleanliness and venereal 
diseases, although the latter were not very severe.*^^ 

The great scourges were matlazahuatl, small-pox, 
yellow-fever, and famine, of which the first two made 
seemingly periodic visitations with desolating effects, 
and almost exclusively among Indians, especially the 
matlazahuatl. Of this little is known save that it bore 
a resemblance to yellow fever in its vomit symptoms, 
and raged with equal vehemence on the highland, 
both before and after the advent of the Spaniards. 
The most severe years were 1545 and 1576, when from 
800,000 to 2,000,000 persons perished, according to 
Torquemada. The years 1736-7 and 1761-2 were 
long reniembered for their inffictions.^^ Small-pox 

^̂  Degenerating into adynamic form. fíumboldt, Essai PoL, ii. 757. Cer-
tain marshes near Acapulco gave rise to cholera morbus. A common affliction 
was a sort of frenzy followed by al temate cold and heat, with fits of laugh-
ter, weeping, and convulsions. St Anthony's fire was not uncommon, and 
apoplectic attacks, called insultos. Estalla, xx\ i. 299^300. At one time ap-
peared a disease called bola, which infected through the breath; and num-
bered among its victims the great philanthropist, Conde de Valenciana. 

•"^As Alegre relates, fíist. Comp. Jesus, iii. 233-4, and (Jhiijo, Diario, i. 
428-9. 

" 'Quizá por la benignidad delclima.' Estaila, xxvi. 288, 299. Conceraing 
its origin see Xative Races, ii. 594. 

*2 As referred to in this and the preceding volume. 
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was introduced in 1520 by one of Narvaez' vessels, 
and committed such havoc tha t many districts became 
almost depopulated. I t s recurrence may be placed at 
about every eighteenth year; and although later at-
tacks did not equal the first, yet they committed great 
havoc. Inoculation was introduced during the latter 
half of the eighteenth century,^^ but not properly 
made known, nor much appreciated; vaccination on 
the other hand received iinmediate acceptance. Yice-
roy I turr igaray brought it with him in 1803, as we 
have seen, and in the following year the special com-
mission from Spain secured its general application. 

Yomito prieto, the name in New Spain for yellow-
fever, had at least this difference from the matlazahuatl, 
tha t it was confined to the low-Iying coast, and seldoni 
attacked those born in such regions; it gathered 
victims chiefly among visitors from cooler climates, 
sometimes every year during the hot term, sometimes 
with an intermission of several years, yet ever infusing 
terror among the fleets, so that both vessels and cara-
vans sought to avoid its dreaded hot-bed, the region 
of Yera Cruz, the west coast so far being free from 
!Ít.̂ * Arguments have been adduced to show tha t it 
was not known till the beginning of the eighteenth 
century,^^ but the records are probably at fault. I t s 
development depending on certain condition, as shown 
sufficiently in the preceding brief remarks, the growth 
from an ever present germ was gradual, the full effect 
appearing only in later times. Who can gainsay that 
the sudden and extensive mortality recorded among 
arrivals at Yera Cruz even during the sixteenth cen-
tury was not due to a form of this disease ? 

Famine cannot be classed as less destructive than 

•^'Alzate insistson attributing this to Doctor Morell, in 1779, Gacetas LiL, 
i. 365, but it appears to have been used here earlier. 

«* The deaths did not exceed 2,000 to 3,000 a year. From 1766 to ] 774 it did 
not appear. fíumboldt, Essai PoL, i. 09, ii. 750 et seq. The people at \ 'cra Cruz 
believed in a lct^ once luncheon with stimulants to keep it off. Estalla, xxvii, 
300, 

" ' Mon era ivi conosciata avanti I'anno 1725,' says that the learned Clavi-
gero, Storia Jless., i. 117, in which statement he is widely followed. 

_V 
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epidemics; for while it may not kill so rapidly, the 
asthenic efí'ect on population is even more injurious. 
In New Spain the causes for it existed in a fine sky 
and fertile soil, which fostered both indolence and 
improvidence; in a more than usual lack of meansfor 
communication by which to open markets for sur-
plus produce; and in the simple tastes of the masses, 
with little or no inducement to extend the range of 
agriculture. I t need not excite astonishment, there-
fore, Avhen we learn tha t in 1784 alone three hundred 
thousand persons are supposed to have perished from 
hunger and its at tendant train. 

The practice of medicine was neither extensive nor 
well advanced, and the empiric and superstitious 
method of 'wise people' and quacks had free sway; 
notablv tlie Indian medicine-men, whose art was not 
disdained even by the superior class, despite the efíbrts 
of Spanish physicians to restrict it.^" A protomédico 
was early sent over from Spain with power to super-
vise'''' other members of the profession, and apothe-
caries to test their drugs, and to comriunicate discov-
eries to and from the mother country, and later to 
examine candidates and grant certificates to practise. 
In 1621 a chair of surgery and anatomy was estab-
lished at the university of Mexico, and twenty-five 
years later the protomédico office was combined with 
the professorship, forming the head of a medical 
board with wide jurisdiction, including later the func-
tions of a board of health. A protomédico-general 
came over at times to carry out reforms, such as to 
exact a more thorough hospital course for surgeons, 
and a more thorough training for apothecaries.^ 

«« The attainments of the native doctors will be found described in Native 
Races, ii, 598 et seq,, this series. 

*'See lii.st. JLx., ii. 251, this series, 
'^ Protomedicuto, Vindicucion, 1-18, Four courses were required after 

17'S4. Belei'i.a, Recop., i. pt, iii, 126, Earlier regulations foi the profession 
may be found in Recop. delnd.; Jlontemayor, Svmarios, 167-8; and other col-
lections, The Cesarean operation Mas well understoocl, Cedulario, MS,, iii, 
64-5, In 1790 there were in Mexico 51 doctors, and 221 surgeons and barbers. 
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Treatment varied with the influence exercised by the 
difí'erent medical schools and sects, the asthenic sys-
tem being long in vogue, coupled with prophylactic 
measures. 

The abuse of bleeding, purging, and the like grew 
altogether excessive, with inordinate application even 
to healthy persons. Adynamic forms were treated 
as inflammatory; and in prostration the crisis was pas-
sively awaited. W i t h the propagation of thc Bru-
nonian theory toward the end of the last century, the 
profession awoke to the faults of the prevailing sys-
tem which had cost so many lives; and now a head-
long reaction set in which had at least the efíect of 
directing to more independent study, and to diminish 
somewhat the reliance on unaidecÍ prayers, appcals 
for saintly interference,^'' and superstitious mummery. 
The aboriginal vapor bath ever remained a favorite 
remedy,'' ' the health-giving qualities of mineral and 
hot springs were recognized, and also the beneficial 
efíects of change of climate.'^ 

Hospitals were founded at Mexico by Cortés, 
and the early friars and royalty took an interest 
in their extension, a law of 1541 ordering them to 
be established in all Spanish and Indian towns,''^ 
which was in a measure carried out. Bv decree of 
1540, an institution existing at Mexico was trans-
formed into the famous Royal Hospital, with an 
encomienda for its support.'^ This grant received 

Gaceta JLex., v. 8. The last two offices were often combined at this period. 
In other part^ medical men were scarce, and Yucatan does not appear to have 
had one till about 1710, 

' ^ ln Guijo, D'turio, i, 428-9, aud similar chronicles, are given instances 
of the common recourse to tlie saints and to religious rites, In fluxion, the 
women used to tie a handkerchief to the hair on one side of the head, and in 
certain cases round the forehead, the color of the bandage being duly cou-
sidered, EstcdlcL, xxvi, 302. 

'°As described in Xative Races, ii, 595-6, 
'^As Herrera already indicated, dcc iii, lib, iii. cap. ix. 
''^Recoj). dc I>ul., i. 23. As recommcnded by the royal council in 15.33. 

PacAeco and CdrdcncLs, Col. Doc, xii. 135. 
'•* Copies of decrees in licnntrcz, Doc, ^IS., 10-221, The fotmding has 

been a mooted (juestion, some like Fonseca placing it much later, This 
Cabrera, Escttdo, 306, e t c , seeks to dispiove in an elaborate argument, al-
though he himself merely hovers rouud the true fact. 
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additions at difíerent times, notably from the tax of 
half a real on every Indian tributary, for whom the 
institution was intended.'^* Furthermore, several spe-
cial and general hospitals were erected in the capital, 
Cabrera describing nine in the middle of the last 
century, without counting private establishments;'^^ 
three were added by the beginning of the present 
cycle. Of these, three were cared for by the three 
charity ordcrs of San Juan de Dios, San Hipolito, and 
the Bethlehemites, whose labors extended over the 
whole country, wherever the need for their special aid 
called them, and their means permitted the founding 
of hospitals.'^^ Mexico preponderated greatly, how-
ever, in the number both of hospitals and other 
benevolent institutions; to them the indigent sick and 
iieedy congregated from afar, and also the rich, who 
here found the best doctors and care." 

Three of the hospitals were for the insane, a Mag-
dalen asylum existed since the seventeenth century,and 
orphan asylums may.be said to date from the time when 
Cortés opened his palac(í to a number of noble maidens 
and the early inissionaries began to care for neglected 
children. Begular establishments to this end soon 
became numerous under royal, religious, and private 
patronage, with special attention to foundlings. The 
consideration for these castaway waifs was singularly 

'*The history of this tax is given in Fonseca, Ilist. fíac, vi. 199 et seq., 
together with rules for the hospitals. The income of the Royal Hospital in 
1808 reached 40,000 pesos. Zamora, Bib. Leg. UU., iii. 529-30. 

'̂  One attended more particularly to ccclesiastics; another to venereal dis-
eases, a third to leprosy, a fourth to St. Anthony's fire, and so forth. Cahrera, 
Escudo, 82, 396 et seq. The viceroys gave them special attention and sug-
gested reforms as instanced in thc Relacion of Mendoza, in Pacheco and Cár-
denas, Col. Doc., vi. 497, and thc Irtsfruccion of ReviUa Gigedo, MS., i. 33-7, 
and Azanza, ]M»S,, C7-9; the chroniclers Motolinia, Mendieta, Torquemada, 
Vetancurt, Beaumont, Villa-Senor, and others speak freely of them, the latter 
especially alluding to them in every town; and in the series of Gaceta de 
Mex., and Diario dc JIcx., are constant reports of their operations. 

•̂* For the history of these orders I refer the reader to the epoch when they 
•were founded or introduced, The Bethlehemite hospital at Mexico was for 
convalescents; the Hipôlito for lunatics. 

" T h i s feature, together with the uumber of ecclesiastics and idle people 
without family ties, explains the small number of births as compared with 
deaths, so misleading to the careless student. 

http://may.be
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marked. The king issued decrees declaring that they 
should all be held legitimate before the law, and more-
over enjoy the same exemption froin shameful punish-
ments as those of gentle birth on the ground that they 
might be of noble blood,̂ ^ a measure no doubt credita-
ble to the heart of the prince, but questionable in its 
bearing on morality. Prominent among the benevo-
lent institutions of the capital was the asjlum for the 
poor opened in 1774, a huge establishment with a train-
ing school for the useful arts, with public and private 
reformatory, refuge, and lying-in departments;'^^ also 
the Monte de Piedad, or public pawnsliop, founded in 
1775 by Conde de Begla with a gift of three hundred 
thousand pesos.^° 

I t would be difficult to find another city so richly 
endowed by benevolence as Mexico. To this con-
tributed no doubt the congregation there of wealthy 
people, some the possessors of seemingly inexhaustible 
mines, and with comparatively few means for iiivest-
ment; but the explanation lies niainly in the indolence, 
improvidence, and impulsiveness of the people, traits 
closely allied to generosity and sympathy; yet it does 
not require these evidences to indicate that the Mex-
icans are kind-hearted. The Boman Catholic religion 
also fosters a less selfish sentiment than the colder 
reasoning creeds of Protestantism.^^ 

Beverence for the dead was also more marked 
among this warm-hearted though volatile people, and 

''^Cedu ario, MS,, i. 55-6; Jlex., Prov. Dioces., MS., 189-90, The regu-
lations for the royal asylum, whieli in 1803 contained 213 children, aregiven 
in Nwnez, Constit. de la Real Casa del Scitor S. Joseph, Mex. (1775), 8vo, 60 
pages; Alegre, fíist. Comp. Jesus, iii, 239. 

'^lts different features arc fuUy explained 'mDublan, Leg. Jlex., i, 307-13; 
Diario Mex., iii. 201-8; iv. 45-7; vi, 294-6. I t was founded by a church dig-
nitary with royal aid. 

*" Under royal patronage; a charge of three per ceut was made on loans. 
Bek'na, Recop., i. pt, iii, 255-6, 

^iAmong the philanthropists of New Spain are the condes of Bassoco, 
Valenciana, and Regla, the marquises of San Francisco and San Cristobal, 
and workers like Andrés de Carbajal, who gave to the poor more than 
$2,000,000 during his life, besides founding colleges and other iustitutions. 
During epidemics the wealthy vied with a benevolent clergy in distributing 
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funerals were pompous; the mourning was deep and 
of long duration. Indeed, the king found it necessary 
to interfere in more than one decree with the reckless 
extravagance in this respect that must prove a serious 
burden to many. The draping of the church and 
house was limited to the coffin vault and the widow's 
reception room; candles or torches were reduced to 
about a dozen, coaches forbidden for the funeral pro-
cession, and the funeral dress was prescribed to nar-
row forms. Mourning should be worn for not more 
than six months, and only for nearer relatives, not 
by servants of the family.^^ The fees of the clergy 
for the necessary masses, tolling of bells, and other 
ceremonies, also sufíered a reduction.^^ These like 
other regulations were either overruled or fell into 
disuse, and had to be repeated with difíerent modifi-
cations,^^ and with indifíerent result. A peculiar feat-
ure was the rejoicing which attended the funeral of a 
child, with singing, drinking, and dancing, in token of 
gladness over its incorporation among the angels while 
yet uncorrupted. Cemeteries beyond the limits of the 
towns were rare before the time of BeviIIa Gigedo, 
who urged their formation on sanitary grounds, but 
it required special royal and ecclesiastic orders to en-
force the measure.^ 

I t did not require much efíbrt to sustain life in so 
sunny a clime, w^here the masses were content to sub-

food and medicine. An association called the Jun ta de Caridad was latterly 
active in relieving the poor by a judicious system which had for its aim to 
discourage indiscriminate charity, and the consequent dismissal of the pest 
of beggars infesting the capital. Diario, Mex., iv. 308-74, A royal decree 
sought to regulate bequests by recommendiug that prcference sliould be given 
to the people or church of the district where the testator had lived and ac-
quired his means, Recop. de Ind., i. 155. 

*2 Even for royalty the servants in afamily were not to wear the mouming 
expected from the master, Ordenesdela Corona, MS,, iii. 65-7; Bekna, Recop., 
i. pt, iii. 221-2; Gonzakz Dávila, J'eatro Ecles., i. 134. 

^' Aud here papal ordinauces came to support the decree. MordU, Fasti 
Xovi Orh'is, 348-9, 

*̂ Cedulario, MS,, iii, 188-92, For a description of a pompous funeral I 
refer the reader to the opening chapter of this volume, 

^Åa early as 1554 burying-grounds distant from churches were ordered to 
be set apart for the poor, to whom removal to the temple might prove too 
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sist on stewed frijoles or brown beans, and tortilla, 
the plain hot maize cakes, seasoned with a pepper 
sauce of chile, varying occasionally with a maize por-
ridge called atohi, similarly seasoned. These Indian 
dishes^^ appeared also on the tables of the higher 
classes, as adjuncts, for with them both meals and 
dishes were numerous. They began the day with 
chocolate, thin, foaming, and flavored with vanilla or 
other ingredients, and taken with cake and fruit, a 
refreshment indulged in by the women at frequent 
intervals.^'^ 

The regular breakfast with meats and other sub-
stantial dishes came a little later. I n some parts a Jas 
once, wine or liquor with cake, or other light food, Mas 
taken before the heavynoon meal, with its soup, soj)a, 
cooked rice or roasted bread with melted fat,f)uchero, 
equivalent to the Spanish oJJa podrida, a mixture of 
difíerent meats and vegetables,^'^ supported by plainer 
dishes, including the frijoles with fresh cheese, and 
followed by the excessively sweet preserves and con-
fectionery. H o t tortillas were served throughout the 
meal instead of bread, although this lay on the table. 
Wine or water w âs seldom taken till after eating. 
The siesta lasted tiU four o'clock. Toward dusk was 
laid a lighter meal, and chocolate with sweets and 
other drinks, or even tamaJes, meat pies, served for 
supper.*^ 

costly. Recop. de Ind., i. 155-8. The first remote cemetery opened at Revilla 
Gigedo's instance was at Vera Cruz in 1790. Puebla followed the exaniple 
in the following year, but Mexico delayed longer, Rev'iIIa Gigedo, li sfruc., 
48-52, Distinguished persons were not supposed to be cousigned beyond the 
church precincts, but decrees of 1813-14 abolished this exemption, JLx., 
Prov. Dioces., MS,, 490-1. 

^Described in Xative Races, ii, 354 et seq,, this series, 
^'Gage relates that they used even to take it during mass at church, 

pleading the need of sustenance, In Chiapas a bishop attempted to stop the 
custom, but only evoked hostility which resulted in his death by poisoning. 
Thenceforth it became a saying: Beware of the Chiapas chocolate. Voij., ii. 
165-70. 

^^Nlost European vegetables were used, but vealand butter rarely, 
^^Estalla, xxvi. 301-2, rightly attributes much decrepitude to this exces-

sive indulgence, and declares that this togetherwith theclimate made women 
of 30 appear as old as those of 50 in Spain. See also Pike, Explor., 373-4. 
Humboldt gives a list of the staple food of Mexico, and shows that this city 
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This excess, in a climate demanding comparatively 
ht t le sustenance, could hardly be said to extend to 
drinking, although a good deal of liquor was con-
sumed, and although the frequent laws against intoxi-
cation might lead to this belief The Indians were 
certainly addicted to the fermented liquors prepared 
fiom the maoruev and the suofar-cane, but drunkards 
were not numerous,^ I n its pure state the favorite 
pulque, which had to be drunk the day after its brew-
ing, was less intoxicating than grape wine; but the 
desire to preserve it, and tlie longing for something 
stronger, caused it to be adulterated with difíerent 
jireparations,^^ and against this abuse the laws were 
niore especially directed.^^ The higher classes, deem-
ing these drinks unfashionable, patronized grape wine 
from Spain, the introduction of which increased as 
the Brunonian medical theory came in vogue. 

Dress in New Spain at the beginning of the nine-
t i en th century served to mark the classes, not alone 
by its abundance and quality, but by its distinctive 
features for difíerent professions and ranks. Thus the 
official, the judge, the doctor, the barber, could be 
recognized by their hats, capes, collars, cufís, sword, 
and the like; and so with the humble classes and 
Indians, the latter being restricted to their peculiar 
covering,*^^ which must not be adopted by even the 
lower mixed breeds. Nevertheless the simple maxtJi, 

consumed more meat per head than Paris, although the large Indian popula-
tion hardly cver touched this article; the bread consumption was slightly lesa 
tlian in Paris, His estimates show that S72 was expended on the food and 
elothing of a laborer's family in the hot regions, and $20 less on the plateau. 
One third of the colored classes expended §300 a year. Essai PoL, i. 110, 
19S, e t c The last observation may explain the peculiarity in the preceding 
figures. 

*'' Three days in the street-cleaning gang was one of the punishments. 
^ .̂See Xaf'ive liaces, ii. 359, this series. 
*2 The wine-shops were reduced in number, their hours limited, a special 

body was formed to supervise the enforcement of liquor laws—Azanzct, 
Instruc, MS., 32-4, dwells on this measure—and other steps were taken a i 
different times, often dictated by excessive pradence, and of little value, ex-
cept as regards the adulteration. 

'^ For which I refer the reader to the Ncttive Races, ii. 363 et seq. 

:;ÍÎ<[ k 

í i rv <:l' 
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or short cotton drawers, with the straw hat, and 
square mantle, were widely encroached upon, with a 
disregard for decency tha t was particularly striking 
and objectionable in the laroe towns, and evoked sev-
eral decrees with the usuaî ineff'ectiveness, EeviIIa 
Gigedo took a more encrgetic course in compelling 
the numerous workmen in public factories and depart-
ments to adopt a better dress, consisting of .shirt, vest, 
and cliV.pa, a linen coat similar in form to our dress 
coat; also trousers, shoes, and socks. None mio-ht ioin 
m pubhc meetings or processions covered in mantle 
or serape.^* 

Those with means, whether white or of mixed 
blood, were naturally impelled b}' the conimon class 
vanity to distinguish themselves from the poor by an 
extravagant display which again provoked frequent 
repressive edicts, as instanced alread}^ in the time of 
the first audiencias,^^ AVhatever efíect these may 
have had for the time, the pent-up love for finery 
burst forth with strength renewed by its momen-
tar}' check, and Gage describes how those stanu-
ing examples of humility, the religious and curates, 
sallicd forth in state to reprove sinners. H e saw a 
"F r i e r of the Cloister riding with his lackey-bo}' hy 
his side, upon a good gelding, with his long liabit 
tucked up to his girdle, making shew of a fine silk 
Orange-colour Stockin upon his legs, and a neat Cor-
dovan shoe upon his foot, with a fine HoIIand pair of 
Drawers, with a lace three inches broad at knee." 
H e speaks of other friars "'under whose broad sleeves 
we could perceive their Doublets quilted with silk, 
and at their wrists the Laces of their HoIIand shirts.'"'^ 

The characteristic dress of the people can be recog-
nized in tha t of the difíerent provinces of Spain, as 

•*Even Indians could adopt this new regulation, issued in 1799, althoiigh 
it was not compulsory with them. Diario, Mex., vi. 262-72: Zumora. Bih, 
Leg. UU., iii. 33-4; Revilla Gigedo, Instruc, 5S; Maltrat. de Ind'i'.'s, Ms . , 
pt . xviii. 14: Belena. Recop., i. pt. iii. 111, ete, 

*^And as spoken of by early officials in Floridu, Col. Doc, 120-1; Ter-
naux-Compans. Voy., sérieii, tom, v, Í233-4; Herrera, dec. 'vi, Ub. 'vii. cap. vi, 

^Xetv Survcy, 57. 
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described in the introduction to my History of Central 
America^^ the shielding ca'pa and mantiJJa, for the re-
spective sexes, being also here the striking feature. 
Among men prevailed the broad-brimmed hat with 
low crown, shirt with wide collar loosely bound by a 
bright necktie, gaud}^ vest, and short jacket, knee-
breeches with leggings, or long trousers open on the 
outer side below the knee, and provided with rows 
of metal buttons ancl displaying the white drawers. 
Beaching only to the hips, the trousers, often with 
flaps thrown back, allowed a glimpse of the many-
colored sash which bound the drawers and huno- in a 

O 

knot behind from under the jacket. Each of these 
vestments, from hat to leggings, was braided and 
embroided with silk, according to the wealth of the 
wearer and the skill and devotion of the wife or mis-
tress. I t was only too common to invest all surplus 
means on these decorations, and to combine them with 
superior fabrics. When travelling a serape or manga 
was used, consisting of an oblong or square blanket 
with a slit in the center through which the head was 
})assed. The dress of women appeared less complex, 
and included a chemise, with woollen or starched 
muslin skirt, and the smail rehozo shawl which hunLí 
from the head over the shoulder, with one end flung 
across the bosom to the opposite shoulder, and high 
enouofh to cover the lower half of the face. Bodices 
and jackets more or less gaudy were added according 
to the occasion; then there were glittering glass beads 
for the neck, and satin shoes for the bare feet. Silk 
and velvet were widely used, and rich embroidery and 
braiding like those of the inen, a favorite gala-covering 
being a shawl called hatas, so stiff" with this embroi-
dery as to stand erect. Yariegated sashes could be 
seen everywhere, and bright colors prevailed among 
the upper classes; except in the more substantial arti-

®' i. 39, et seq., and as given in Jlenonvilk, Voy., i. 105, e t c ; Gage, Voy., i. 
20-2-3; Estalla, xxvi. 306; Pike'sExphr., 372; Waiton, ii. 301; Reales Ordenes, 
iv. 407. 

1 
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cles of dress, which were generally black, the Indians 
adhered to the quieter blue. La t te i iy the European 
fashions received more attention among the wealthy, 
but ever combined with an excessive parade of jewelry 
and a frequent change of attire. Even the men afí'ectcd 
jewelry, and often sprinkled their apparel and bclong-
ings with diamonds. Part icular pride was taken in the 
abundant black hair, which the women wore exceed-
ingly long, even to the feet, often loose, but generally 
in broad plaits, with floral and other more elaborate 
adornments tha t formed as a rule its sole covering 
even when they went abroad. Indian males allowed 
their hair to reach the shoulder, and regarded its cur-
tailment as a diso-race. 

O 

While the bath was general enough,^^ the women 
cannot be accused of excessive tidiness; a slovenly 
appearance too often prevailed among the better 
classes during the morning hours, and among the rest 
during the week days, manifesting itself especially in 
uncombed hair and stale oily cosmetics, but covered 
as well as fostered by the all-shielding mantilla or 
shawl. Another not exactly attractive feature was 
the prevalence of smoking among the fair sex, even 
in public assemblies; and yet they sought to dissimu-
late on this point, especially before pareiits, in the 
presence of whom it was considered disrespectful to 
display the cigarette. 

GIoss seerned to cover almost everything. A legal 
whitening covered the aboriginal admixture in the 
veins; a title the horny hand or stigma of tradesman; 
a showy dress or shielding mantle the negligence 
beneath; a few shallow acquirements the lack of edu-
cation; a self-deceptive egotism the absence of pro-
fundity; a lightsome smile and sympathetic tone the 
lurking love for such barbaric sports as bull and cock 

*^'La sequedad del clima los hace tambien precisos con mucha frecuencia.' 
ReviIIa Gigedo, Instruc, 58, Owiug to a lack of change of underclothing, or 
of drawers and shirt, it was common for the family to resort to the river or 
lake a t intervals, and wliile the wife washed for the husband and children 
they awaited the operation wrapped in their mantles. 
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fighting; oppressive social ceremonies the want of 
more elevating means for intercourse. After all, there 
was nothing harmful beneath this simulation, nothing 
more than that covered by the politeness of society 
which hides the disagreeable in order to promote the 
happiness of all concerned. In this case the gloss 
covered crudities which a really kind disposition 
served greatly to excuse. Relaxing somewhat from 
the proud dignity of the Spanish ancestor, the creole 
intensified his proverbial courtesy and decorum till 
they became tiresome. In sprightliness of spirit, volu-
bilit}", and neatness of nianner both he and the mestizo 
resembled the French, whom they began to copy, 

^ without possessing their ability or innate taste. 
While iiot to be classed as beautiful the w^omen of 

New Spain possessed a confiding and affectionate 
disposition which was most alluring; add to this a 
briglit eye, a pretty arm, and a sinall foot indicative 
of a fine figure, and they need not complain of nature's 
gifts. Those of Puebla and Sonora were even famed 
for beauty. The lack of education extended among 
all classes, and even the smattering of music, drawing, 
and cognate arts was denied domestic life until of 
late. The cultivation of the passions was paramount; 
and thus taught they abandoned themselves to frivoli-
ties, to dress and blandishments; but, while guarded 
by formalities similar to those which protected their 
sisters in Spain, these forms, like the laws in general, 
were less strictly enforced. Social and legal class and 
caste restrictions in New Spain, as well as certain 
habits, tended rather to foster a lax feeling and con-
duct, and where the curate, vowed to celibacy and 
chastity, openly recognized his progeny, the flock could 
hardly be blamed for following the example.®^ 

The young people knew little or nothing of the 

^ I have already commented on the loose ideas in this respect prevalent in 
Spain. Hist. Cent. Am., i. 54, e tc , this series. Regulations existed for re-
stricting illicit love, for the compulsory reunion of absent husbands with their 
wives, and similar measures. Recop. de Ind., ii. 355, 380, etc But what 
avidled these against tacit pennission and fostering causes? Mora, HisL Rev., 
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bliss connected with courtship, for the opportunity 
was withheld, or spoiled by the congealing presence 
of a duena; but thon marriago took place so much 
earlier. According to Navarro the number of persons 
joined in raatrimony before the age of sixteen was 
16.27 in 1000, a proportion due chiefly to the climate, 
but also to food, and to interested encouragement 
from ecclesiastic and civil officers.^'^ The courte.sy of 
the men and the afíectionate disposition of the women 
tended toward a happy family relation, which was 
increased by the ever respectful obedience of the 
children, manifested bv such acts as abstainino- from 
smoking in the parental presence, aiid by the requiie-
ment of the parents ' consent to the marriage of a soii 
even when past the age of twenty-five.^°^ 

This happy intercourse depended wholly on char-
acter; for no systematic or strict training was brought 
to bear upon the youthful mind, and few of the cher-
ished comforts and conveniences of a northern home 
existed in this southern clime to strengthen the family 
bond, unless we seek it in such features as the shaded 
courts of the superior houses, cooled by playing foun-
tains, and in the comparatively small nuniber of at-
tractions beyond their precincts. The apartments 
surrounding the court^"^ were poorly and deficiently 
furnished, more attention evidently being paid to 
carpets, pictures, and fancy articles for show than to 
useful things. The comparative abundance of table 
plate was due as much to the difficulty of introducing 

i. 135-8, seeks to palliate these defects by attributing them to a faulty train-
ing, The decade íoUowing the Independence brought about a radical reform 
he declares, 

'"" .Marriage regulations are set forth in Xunrz de fíaro, Edicto, IMex, 1779, 
1-30; JIi'X., Provid. Diocesunas, MS., passim; Providcncias Rtalcs, ^MS., 197, 
285, e t c The last authority treats of marriage and the separate property 
of women. Xaran-o, Jlcm., 22-3, 

101 If v.ithheld, the judge could interfere, however, Brlriia, Rrrop., i. pl. 
iii. 186, Tati ta and nanita were the affectionate teinis for father and mother; 
the latter often called the daughter hermanita, little sister. E,stullu, xxvi, 
341, 379-80, 

1*̂2 Xot unlike the arrangement in the houses of aboriginal Mexico, as de-
scribed in Xative Races, ii. 570-1. 

HisT. M E X . , VOL. III. 49 
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chinawai'c as to ostentation. The nativc pottery 
was hardly deemed sufficiently good for the banquet-
table. 

The dwelling-houses on the plateau were usually 
of adobes, or sun-dried bricks, with a flat cement roof, 
coiitaining one large room, ."^aJtt, the general reception 
and living apartment, a bedroom, and a kitchcn. 
The sala liad seldom iiiore than one pancless window, 
as a rule not toward the street, and this was gen-
erallv closed with a shutter, so that liíxht canie 
i'rom the door, which opened direct upon the street.^"'^ 
Wliile the walls shone with lustrous whiteness, the 
ceiling disclosed the bare beams, and the floor con-
sisted either of cement or bricks. A t one cnd of the 
sala extended a rougli carpet, bordered along the 
walls with low cushioned benches, elsowhere a few 
chairs. I n some of the corncrs stood small gilded 
tal)les supporting candlesticks and porcelain figures, 
and the walls wcre relieved with a few gaudy pic-
tures or images of saints, the madonna figure with 
its burning light in front being accorded the place of 
honor. 

Dwc'llimjs amonø- the lower classes descended the 
O O 

scale until they reached the common standard in the 
hot region of a cane hut thatched wit i palin leaves 
and provided with a portico, but without windows, 
for tlie w idc chinks bctween the canes of the wall ad-
niitted both lio'ht and air. I t s one room served for 
the whole family, with })igs and poultry, and it was 
but occasionally tha t a partition appeared in one 
corner. The bcd consisted of a rush or palm-Ieaf mat, 
sometimes raiscd on a framework of canes, on which 
the women would sit cross-Iegged during the leisuie 
moments of the da}^ This and the earthenware, with 
tlie stone for grinding maize, and the saint images, 
comprised thc furniture, for even a bench was deemed 

lô  Even the rarer two-story lmili]in'_rs had faw windows in the upper 
story, the door opening on the I i enny seiving chiefly to admit light. Where 
appiopriate tiniber abounded, sLingÍes aud other wood work entered moro 
lieei}^ ÍLi'íu the construction. 
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unnecessary.^^'' Yet in the poorest households hospi-
tality \vas cxtended to any one with a profusion and 
good-will tha t seemed religious in its universality. 

The light-hearted disposition of the people was best 
manifested at their numerous and spirited festivities, 
connected principally with the church, but multiplie(l 
by holidays in honor of birthdays and other inciclents 
pertaining to the royal family; on the occasion of good 
îicws, and on the birthday of the viceroy there was 
likewise rejoicing.^'^^ Nearly all these were celebrated 
with processions, bell-ringing, bull-fights, balls, fire-
works, and general merriment. On royal birthdays 
the ceremonies began with solemn mass, attended by 
the official bodies, and were followed by a public re-
ception at the viceregal palace, where the hand of the 
ruler was kissed by the difíercnt bodies, in prescribcd 
order of precedence. Meanwhile artillery salvos rc-
sounded, and in the afternoon a promenade in coaches 
and on horseback was made by the leading personages 
in the alameda of Mexico.-^'' 

This afternoon promenade was for tha t matter a 
daily feature, which gave tlie best opportunity for 
displays of toilets and wealth. Hundreds of the 
heavy springless coaches of the time,̂ '̂̂  covered and 
embellished with profuse designs, then rolled slowly 

1"̂  Even rich Indians seldom made an effort to rise above the poor neigh-
bor in comforts, Alzate, Guzcta Ld., ii, 99; Esfaila, xxvi, 307; WcLrd's JIcx., 
ii. 179-80; Pike's ExjJor., 373, Whilc benches or chairs were provided in 
the churches for certain classes of men, the women had to sit hunibly ou the 
floor, with or without mats, 

lo^For the tribiinals the holidays extended over easter, the week preccd-
it, and Christmas, ash-W^ednesday, and two carnival days precedinu-, íind 
over 30 other days, chiefly of saints. Ordcnes de Coroua, 1747-50, MS., 
i, 42-3. In GtLÍjo, Diario, i., passim, and Robles, Diario, are indicated a 
number of casual festivals, Reales Onlcncs, 'w. 375-(i, 

106 As prescribed in Ordcncs de Corona, MS., v. 113-15. 
10' Curtains were at one time used instead of doors. Latterly Encrlish ve-

hicles came into vogue, Estalla alludes to the frequent sight of incoiiiplet.e 
livery, a half-naked coachman with one boot, aud so forth. More tlian oneo 
coaches had been forbidden iu connection with other sumptuary restrictions, 
but this served only as a momentary check, and in 1785 the capital had i;.'>7 
with an a\-erage of 4 or 5 scr^ants attending, ViIIarroe , Enj'trm. Pub., 103, 
Cage claims that in his time, 1025, there were about 2,000, Voy., i. 213, but 
this is a mere guess. 
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down the avenue, drawn by two or four horses or 
inules, and attended by servants in conspicuous livery, 
generally negro slaves, some walking, some seated. 
Within sat the ladies in rich evening dress, without 
A'cil or head-covering, and glittering with jewels, ex-
changing glances or greetings with those passing them. 
Li t ters could be seen on the sides; and high above 
the throng, between the two lines of carriages, were 
prancing steeds whose riders were seated in saddles 
stamped, gilded, or even embossed in massive gold or 
silver, and forming one piece with the leather or fur 
covering tha t cxtended over the hind-quarters of the 
horse. The covering was embellished like the saddle, 
and fringed with dangling pieces of precious or com-
mon nietal which jingled at every step. The bridle 
-was also heavily ornamented, and the rider still more 
adorned, in broad-brimmed hat edged with gold or 
silver lace, his fur-trimmed and embroidered jacket, 
breeches with silver battons, stamped leather leggings, 
immense silver spurs, and inlaid whip, the whole rep-
resenting quite a fortune, and forming a picturesque 
feature, heightened by a display of the fine horseman-
ship for which the people are w^ell known, especially 
in the northern provinces. A humbler imitation of j 
this guise is still common in the country. Women j 
ride chiefly on the right side of the animal, sometimes 
astiide, or seated before the cavalier. . 

Church festivals were exceedingly gorgeous at the J 
capital and attracted pcople from afar, stands being 
frequently erected for spectators on such occasions, 
while windows w^ere rented at prices measured both 
by the length of the procession and the sacredness of 
the relics wherewith the clergy impressed the eye 
and stirred the emotion. Thc privilege to partici-
pate and to carry some banner was much sought, and 
involved no little expense for costume and other ac-
ceoáories.^'^ The sacred portion of the programme 

^"^Carrying the banner on August 13th, the anniversary of the capture of 
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ovcr, the multitude turned with haste to the profane 
cntertainments, notablv the bull-fiofht, for which one 
ot the city squares was usually reserved;^"'^ or to the 
boisterous amusements of the fair-ground with its 
gambling, cock-fighting, and other sports, combined 
of course with drinking and other excesses glaringly 
in contrast to the solemnity of the day. 

Cock-fighting was a favorite sport among all classes. 
and under its alluring excitement rich and poor, noble 
and beggar, freely mingled their shouts and bets."*' 
While hardly any restrictions were imposed on brutal 
pastimes of this nature, gambling with dice, cardís, and 
other implements was subject to a number of prolii-
bitions, which embraced certain games of hazard, lini-
ited the stakes of a person to ten pesos de oro a day, 
and excluded from any contact with the vice judges, 
aíí'ents of merchants, and some other classes.^^^ Safe-

O ' ^ 

guards were no doubt required among a people with 
whom the passion for gambling, so prevalent already 
among the Spaniards, was greatly intensified by a 
frivolous and impulsive nature; yet the government 
fostered it in another direction by extending royal 
patronage over lotteries. A n official institution of this 
kind Avas established in 1770, with fourteen drawings 
a year, and prizes ranging as high as twelve thousand 
pesos. With in fifteen years the government made a 
profit of over a million pesos."^ 

Fo r a people so addicted to the drama as the 
Spanish, and boasting such names as Lope cle Yega and 

Mexico, devolved on a regidor, and was declined by many owing to the 
outlay required, 

10" In addition to the necessary stands for the occasion the windows of the 
houses around were controlled by the committee in charge. Beletla, Recop., 
i. 161; ViIlaroeL Enferm. PoL, 86. 

110 At the instance of the archbishop the sport was forbidden in 1GS8, and 
the revenue therefrom ordered to be drawn from other sources, with the usual 
result. Robles, Diario, ii. 474, e t c La te r the stakes were limited to a small 
amount, Recop. de Ind., ii. 218, But this served only the better to protect 
the dishonorable. JIu.sco Jiex., i. 284-6, In the time of ReviUa Gigedo, I,i-
struc, 324-5, it yielded a revenue to the crowTiof $50,000. 

^^^'Pecop. de I,uL, ii. 35-2-3; Bele a, Recop., i. pt, iii, 217; Estalla, xxvd, 377; 
Concdios Prov., MS,, pt, iii. 1-20-1; pt. iv. .36, 49, 

11- As more fully explained in the cliapter on finance. 
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C'alderon, it must be confessed tha t the efí*orts made 
in belialf of the stage by their American children 
were nieagre indeed. Coniedies had been presented 
at the palace of Mexico, and sacred pieces at the con-
veiits, as early as the first decade after the conquest, 
and a theatre appears to have been erected in the sev-
cnteenth century,"^ but at the close of the following 
only one worthy of the term existed, in the Coliseo, 
supplied by mediocre actors froin Spain."* Ncvcr-
thelcss, encouragement for a better personnel Avas 
not wanting, for favorites frequently received libcral 
presents from the impressed audience, whicli show-
ered gold and silver on the stage, and even pieces of 
jewelry.^^^ 

^Vlthough the performance began somewhat earlier 
than with us, yet it lastecl at times till midnight, owing 
})artly to extendcd entr'actes for exchanging visits iii 
the boxes, aiid indulging in chat, confectionery, and 
siiioking, the vivacious ladies delighting in such by-
];lay as casting cigarette stumps at the public.-̂ '*^ The 
custoin of Ijestowing presents on perforiners extended 
also to private reunions, where any one excelling in a 
song or dance was obliged to accept the contributions 
of admircrs known as Ja g(da.^^^ 

Thc social party, tcrtuJia, lasting from about half 
past six till half past nine in the evening, was amer ry 
afíair with its exuberant fun and its comparative free-
dom. AVith volubility of tongue conversation flowed 
iast, and a trifle sufficed to provoke merriment. Par-

iici 

i'^C ivo certainly mentions that the 'nuevo coli.seo'was burned in 1722, 
Trrs S'i/tiis, ii. 122, iniplyin'.í the existenec of an earlier building. 

ii^ \i:VA ('niz opened one in 1791, and other towus wercaspiring toward the 
same end; even M(rida possessed a thcatre in 1806, although a fire soon 
(lest!^ii\ed it. Atico'tu, llist. Yur., iii. 216. 

1''()ne actiess thus lurcd 3,000 pesoa in gold by arecitation, Estctlla, xxvi. 
2S4. Tlie supervisidu of drauiaandorder dc\-(ilved on a rcgidor, Boxes were 
freqnently renti'd by thc year. Villurrod, EnJ'crm. J'o it., 92-5, The peuon-
iieland salaiiesnt Mcxico Mcre quite iiuinerous and high, as shown by a table 
ot Isoi), in iJiurio Jlcy., ii. 300-7. lîi views of perforniances may be read in 
\'":tu, Disriirso, 1-10; Cacrias JLx., iii, 69-72, 83, xv. 116 ete, 

" 'Marionettes and masks nnd disLTuises were forbiddcn in 1731 and 1749 
o%vin'4 to seandalous proceediiiLTs, B'lritu, lircop., i, 129, 225, 

'•' Hence llcvarse la gtLÍa was a term for 'carrying off the prize.' 
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lor games were frequently indulged in. with f .rfeits, 
but singing and dancing pievailed. ^Vords were read-
ily improyised to the siiiiple melody, and all joined in 
the refrain. Dancers also saiig at times, while the 
spectators assisted the guitar orclie.Ntra with occasional 
clapping of hands. The favorite dances were the min-
uet, contíned to the higher class, the waltz, bolero, and 
fandango, all executed with a grace for which Span-
iards are well known, yet not free from features that 
savored of the indelicate.^^"* 

Athlet ic sports were rare, except in connection 
with horseback-ridinq-/^^ ånd even aborioinal oames 

O •' _ O O 

and fcats Iiad fallen into neglect. Equall}' lacking was 
love for natural scenery and rustic life as manifested 
in our picnics and rambles, yet the fondness for flow-
ers remained as strono- as in aborio-inal times, when it 
entered as the chief decoration for festive occasions, 
a'^d as tlie choieest gift to the guest. Even now the 
market stalls appeared as bowers, and the fruit lay 
hidden in a frino^e of oreen and blossoms, while froni 
the dark tresses of the passing senoras gleamed the 
opening buds in white and red. 

Thus have passed two more centuries of viceregal 
sway in New Spain; so quietly thcy passed as to cause 
not a ripple beyond its immediate vicinity. I t is the 
unattractive period of the growing child, who has yet 
all liis inark to make. 

W e still hear occasionally the din of battle, but 
not for conquest: mcrely the skirmish with rudc 
tribes of the north, at bav aíîainst an encroachiiiL;-
civilization, upon which they retaliate in organized 
descents from shieldinor mountain fastnesses, or in 
flittino- like lowerino- shadows along the outskirts ot 

O O •—' 

ii^Both in motion and aocoir.pan}'ing words. Pike expresses himself 
stron-ly on this subject. E,vj.!"f., :'>':'<. 

' '• 'Ãs shown in Hi.<t. CeiU. Am., i. 50. tliis serics. In D'iario, Jiix., ii. 
279. is dcseribed a house for the game vi ball. Laws eoneerning tlie hunt are 
given in Ccdrun, 0;-d., S9; 'Licrrus, 33-0. For aborigiual ,L;ames see Xtdicc 
liacts, ii. 2^3-301. 
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The improvcments should have been grcater, but 
the policy of Spain was short-sighted and selfish, 
despite the benevolent motives often impelling it. 
Tha t pohcy vras aggra\^ated by the rule of appointing to 
nearly ah positions of control officials born in the Pcnin-
sula, whose inclination leaned too strongly toward thc 
mother country and against the colony, at least where 
their interests clashed. Thcy managed moreover to 
set aside or thwar t many a humane and progressive 
measure, and to subordinate the interests of the crown 
and the people to their ow n̂ dishonest aims. 

Official integrity was not a prominent virtue, as 
we have seen, even among the viceroys; yct the lat-
ter must on the whole be classed as men of fair 
character and ability. Several shine briglitly for thcir 
wise and philanthropic administration, and many mor(3 
would no doubt have attained a similar record but for 
their duty to carry out the mandates of the Iiome 
government, swayed too frequently by an impover-
ished treasury. The aim was to make the American 
possessions subservient in every respect to the will of 
Spain, although these efíbrts proved in the main dis-
astrous, as I shall have occasion to show in a latcr 
volume. This aim went so far as to causc a liofid iso-
lation of the colonies from foreign intercourse, at-
tended by suppression of information about them which 
evoked wide-spread comments among writcrs on the 
New World. Such policy could not fail to meet ob-
jections within the countries concerned, though it 
inight not have created any decided ill-feeling but for 
the jealous reservation of officers which touched a 
weak spot among the creoles, ever eager for position 
and honor, and drove them to sympathize and scek 
comraon cause with the disturbing eleraents to be ex-
pected araong a .mixture of races, with antagonistic 
interests and feelings, especially against the dominant 
classes. I t is the maturing and coalescing of these 
elements, and the mighty convulsions which ensue, 
tha t will form the subject of my next volurae. 
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Like the subject of industries, information regarding society is meagre. 
I t is chiefly based on scraps gathered during the researches called for by the 
general history, and woven with the threads of observation resulting there-
from, yet on sevcral points the information has been more massed or more 
fully considered. Thus, in the different collections of laws, as Puga, Cedu-
hiri.o, Ordcncs dc la Coro>ia, and other MS. sets, Recop. de Ind., Bele a, 
Solorzano, Dé Inti. Ivrc, I have found decrees relating to different featurea 
of social life and institutions, supplemented in such books as Calle, Jlem. y 
XoL, with statistical data, Clavigero in his dissertations, Storia, Jless., iv,, 
gives some admirable reflections on the origin of diseases and ancient condi 
tion of the Indians. Ilumboldt speaks at length on epidemics and on popula-
tion statisties, the latter receiving some valuable comments from Navarro, 
Jicm. sobre la I'ohlac'ion. Pimentel, Raza Lulígena, considers the treatment 
to which the aborigines Iiave been subjected, and shows a considerable study 
of his thome, although it does uot cover the whole field or the whole period 
in question, i lore interesting and exhaustive is the fíist. Repartimientos, 
by Saco, PortiUa takes up the same subject m Esj>a ia en JLexico, but as a 
dcfender of Spanish policy, and conseqtiently with less freedom from bias; 
yet offcriug theroby some useful arguments for one side of the issue. The 
poliey of the government in this and other social respccts finds a commen-
tator, rare for this period, in ViIIarroel, Enfermedudes Politicas, who suggests 
some very useful reforms, The need for these can be readily understood by 
the glimpses of character and life to be found in the Xcw Survey of that noted 
friar Thomas Gage, who peeped behind the scenes and failed not to relieve his 
burdened miud. Less committing are the sketches given by Estalla, Pike, Ex-
2,Ior., in the introductories of Alamau, Ili.st. JIcJ., i., and Mora, JleJ. y sus 
lii ('., by Guerra, Ilist. Rev., and others. More varied are the facts presented 
iu Instrucc'tones de Vireyes, 'm the biographic sketches of Gallo, fíombres, 
Ilttstrcs and Dicc Un'iv., in the critical paragraphs of the learned Alzate, 
Cacctas LiL, and in the news items and articles of the Gaceta de Jlexico 
and Diario de JIcx. 

For broader rcferences on the preceding chapter the following authorities 
may be consulted: Providencius Reales, MS,, 7 e t seq . ; Cedidarios, 'íslíi., i. 
.->.-)-(;, 73-4, 92, 199-203, '-16; iii. 1-2-13, 45-9, 64-5, 98-104, 18.3-213; iv. 26, 
242; (jnlrncs de lu Coronu, MS., i, 26-64, 139; ii. 159-09, 181, 190-7; iii. 
05-7, 143; iv, 1, 10, -29-35, 07; v, 55, 110-17, 134-5; vi. 34; vii, 2-7; P'ugu, 
Crdtdurio, 10-11, 108, 118; Rccop. de Ind., i. 2-2-8, 158, 106, 253; ii. 140-1, 
1!)0-1, 19.5-7, 219-22, -240-9, 2,S!)-97, 35-2-5, 359, 3(i2, 304, .539-41; iii, 33-2-4; 
Btlritu, lirrop., i. 77, 182, -2(J2-23, -2(55; ii, 1S8--209; Jiontcnayor, Svmarios, 
.'!, 10, I.-J-16, -24-G, 49, l U , 130-9, IG7-S, 22S-3G; liculcs Ccdvlas, ^SIS,, i. 2-3, 
7(i, 103, l s l - 3 , 21ii; ii, 5-2-3, 58, 153, 107, 170, 188, 197, 208; Zamora, Bib. 
Lcg. UiL, iii, 33-4, 5'29-30; vi, 173-8; J'igveroa ViniUcius, MS,, 9-55; Lcycs, 
]'t(rius Anotwioncs, MS,, 43; (Jrdcnan:.as, Reales tld Consejo, passim; Xciv 
JLxiro,L)oc. Ilist., MS,, 423-4; Xucvti Espuiia, Acuerdos, j \IS., 37; 'Tamaron, 
Visiiu, Dur., ]MS., 1-2; l'undcs JVtLnci.sctntos, MS., 201, 530; Pinart, Doc 

<"A'7(.,MS.,i. 1-0; Ruini,-cz,lJoc., :\IS., 16-132, 2-20-1; Iic.scrij,tos lieules, Ecles., 
^ .S . , 14S-50; Jlottttiitcdos l/i.sf. y PoliL, !MS., 428; licfilla Gigedo, Bundos, 
n(js, 11-40, 5S, 07, 74, 87; /( / , , Itt.sfruc, MS., 33-40, 145-81, 100-106, 144-5, 
17f sC; ii. 4S(J-8; ,<ig ctfjt y (Jongoru, Carta al Almirantc, MS., 40-4, 54; 
Sipiicr's JLS., xviii. í-20; \'ircyrs 'dc Jlrx., Insfruc, MS., nos. 4-6, 18, 20; 
I dlarrrd, Justa Repuisa, MS., 117-22; Id., Enj'trmet/adcs PoIiL, 167-9; 
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E'ttdrs dc Jicx., MS., 76; Cd. Doc, Jiidoncs, MS., 421; Xuera Esirila, 
J.nrc lirs., 1, 111,; Di.slurhios de I'nti/rs, MS., -J-i-í-:,, ;>(i.V-4(J2; Coitrdio 'Pn>r., 
, ' - ' ' , ^ ; •-'•̂ •'' ^1=""~"> Li.<irur., :MS., .•̂ •_'-4, 58-C9: L'umui/o, Dor. IJi.<t., MS., 
10,; IIumhrjltlt's J'ahlus Esfaili.<li,'us, Ms, , l-(ii;.; Cnt .hilu, J'umultos,V.>^.. ] ; 
P/-Oí'((/(-/(Cíf(,-; 7;('(yc(.s,(„,;.v, :SJS., passim; Xnr JLxico, Cidulas, :MS., 170-90. 
3.il-2; Jiorfi. Cof Doc, MS., 33-8; /(/ . , I)i.<onlci s X. JLx,, IMS., 4'2:V4; 
Jlulfi-fdamicntos de Intlios, MS., nos, 5-0, S, 9-12, 16-18, 25-8: Jiurtd, XtJ, 
Instruc, Mí>., 9-11; Jlotmmcntos iJoinin, L.sj,., MS., 81, 111-12," 129-;iii. 
341-2; Pacheco and Ctirdctus, Cof lJor.,ii. ls3-5, 190-1, 201-9; vi, 48\-l>, 
497, 505-7; xiii, 212; xiv. 8(i-!)3: xvii. 186-8; Adus, Inf.rme, XIS; li, ul, s 
(Jrdcnrs, iv. 375-6, 407; E.sduvos, Real Ccdvla sobrc Éducuc'ton, passiia; 
T(rnuux-('c,>n/,uns,]'oy., sévie ii. tom. v. 2 : Î 3 - 5 ; Brancij'ortc, In.strvc, XS., 
40-1; Bitcunti, lital (Jcdttla, Mex. Jan. 10, 177<i, passim; iJi.sjiosicioi s ]'a-
rias, i. 00, 78-83; Fh ridu, Col. Doc, 120-1; Gulvrz, Inj'onur S">i., 147-8; 
GtiidrmaIa,Aj,ttnf.Agric., 14; Intnulridrs, liiui (Jrd.,OS-{), 1G4: Insfruccioius 
ú los Vireycs, 257-301; JLichoacun, Ohisjio dc. Itt/'orme Jlisiones liio \'cnli, 
130-7, Linui^cs, In.sfrvc, MS., 9-11, 49-1; Irrrj'iulrtiu, C"l, Doc, ii. 1--24; 
Jicidictn. Ilid. Edcs., 501-13; Gonzultz Dúvilu, J'i utro Edcs., i. 107, 1:54; 
Coijoilvdo, fíisf. Yuc, G27-:^0; Bunjou, C<og. J)<scrij>. OuJ., i. 5; ii. 200-2, 
.31-2-13; Arr'iliaga, irrop., 150-9; Arriririlu, Cnjn. Strujlcu, 431-7; (Juijo, 

D 1., passim ; ii. 275-G; Jlunriru, in.strvc, 441 e t scq . ; Pinurf, 
Col. Doc, Jiex., 136-7, 338; Doc Edcs. JLx., MS., i. 2li; Carfu.s'de Indius, 
759-GO; Bctzoni, Jlondo Xuovo, 40-0; Arlrgni, Pror. Zuc, 202-8; Alcgn', 
lii.sf. Comp. de Jesvs, i. 55; iii. 01, -23;i-4, -2;>9; Cuhrn-u, E.scvdo de Armns, 
4i;^-27; Beaumont, Croit. Jlich., iv. 49-50; IcL, J'rut. de la Agua Jlitt-
erul, passim; Calderon de la IJurca, i. 119, jiassim; Lohhs, Diario, i. 4, 
*J5, 80, 93, 110-11, 145, 101, 166-7, 191-6, 204, 208, 211--20, 239-1, -241, 
254, 270-1, '282-98, 304; Leon, J'rat. (Jonj rmucioncs, passim; llcrrtra, dcc. 
vi. lib. vii, cap, vi.; Callc, Jicn. y Xot., 43, 45, 59-GO, 70, 93; Curo, J'ns 
Siglos, ii, 11, 74-5, 157; iii. 17-19; \'illugvfi< rre, llist, Conq. If-Jt, 18G-7; 
SmUos, Chron. ii. 480; liohlis, I'rov. C/iiapas, 35-8; lirmc.std. fíi.d. C/ii/uj i, 
049; licnmnz, Jlist. Dur., 78-9; Col, Doc Ii 'd., xxi, 441e t scq . ; Jlcnl'i, 
Fttd. Xov. Orh., 348-9, 488; Jiofa Padilla, Covq. X. Gaf, 178; Bcin,,totif, 
Crôn. Jiich., JMS., 295; Cu-jtnde J7(.r., i.-v., passini; vi, 13; vii, '2J, ;>:!; 
viii, 15 et seq.; ix. 15, 32, 188; x, 78, 154, 101, 248; xi., passim; xii, !), 24 ,">, 
2-29; xiii. 281-4, 405-7, 424, 513-28; xviii, 557; Gu;/t's Voyage, i. 75-240: 
Fonseca y Urrvtiu, liecil Ilac, iv, 249-53; vi, 199-302; Dublan y Lo-jtno, 
Lcg. Jlex., i. 21-2, 74-5, 307-13; Bienes, Xiicras Insiruc, passiin: Btt.siu-
mante, J'oz de lu Pafria, v. 0-127; Alzatc, Gucttus, 31, 4G-9, !i2-3, 14.1-7, 
249-50, 308; ii, 99. 273; iii, 3; Arcvcdo, Com}>cnd., 4-'2:]0; Jicx., Jinn, Goh, 
1871, -25-0, 121-:U; Jlex., Jlanincsfo alRry, 22: Correo Jirrc L'sp., iii, 172-4; 
ZiitiijfL// O. CidrntJ., 79-85, 137-48; V'dlurrorl, EnJ'rrmidudrs l'olif., MS., ii, 
2G-2-S; JIiX,, Diar'io, i,-xiii,, passiin; Jlora, licc Jicx., i. 59, 20-7, 11'0-G; 
/( / . , Ohrus Sueltas, i. 54-G8; Jluyrr's JIcx. Aztec, i. 234-5, 202; Id., MS., 
no. 20, p, 50; / ( / , , Jiex. «.s it W'us aiul Is, 299; Gucrru, Iliv. X. L'sp., i. 
151-5; ii, G-25; liurnhoidf, E.s.sai PoL, i. 9-10, 53-205, 273, 327: ii. 1-22, s:;:!-
42; /( / . , Xcw Sjjuin, ii, 61-90, 309; iv, i;rø-203, 278, 289-309, .372-4; U., 
Lij'e and Travd.s. 204-75; Alvanz, EJfudios, iii. lSs-91, 373-4, 423, 427, 
43()-7; Anfuiicz, Jlem. Com., pp. Ixxii.-lxxxiii. ,306-30; Ancova, lii<f. Yttc., 
224-5, -228-9, .327-39, 359-G2; A,^ron,joiz, JIcJ., i. 9-10, app. 3-10; Curriido, 
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