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P R E F A C E 

is to lell of Spanish patlifinders and 

Jthe regions between Florida and Cali-

belonging to the t 'nited Slates, over 

MifipiiA held sway for centuries. These were 

| | p t i ^ ^ * i outposts of New Spain* maintained 

•AflSi^takid the country against foreign intrud-

l^j^ilfitiBUthe inroads (»t' savage tribes. They 

kifofi^lbni-lllhe ctMitrrs of Spanish colonial 

^ll^Ui^dl^lllfc W o t Indies, Central America, 

]J|||y|hli^|f|j|p[JBi has passed; but her colonies 

? tH^iiro^JtoMfcpendent nations. From ^lex-

t<i>^l^&^^V'4l|i^^^^^ h^^^ ^^ x\merica, the 

Q{^^^iga|^^NMid Spanish institutions are still 

nittMl^ Wk Av'VRt^ old borderlands north of 

X(]|^'iift#e-,-tJkImprint of Spain's sway is 

> ' * f r l » ^ * ^ ^ * ' nr.nies of four States — 

f ^S^dkHllL^to^llP^^ ^^(1 California — are 
tfi 
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Spanish in form. Scores of rivers and 

and hundreds of towns and cities in t U r U i 

States still bear the names of saints d d F t o 

Spanish pioneers. Southwestern Indiandyttfc^ 

Spanish in preference to English. Scdffif 

towns have Spanish quarters, where ^'>4H(i|aA 

old days still goes on and where the so 

tongue is still spoken. Southwestern 

been enriched by Spanish contact, and 

words of Spanish origin are in current , 

and print everywhere along the bordefs^/^(^ 

Throughout these Hispanic i'cgMtffciilgFl|^i|ft 

glo-Am.erican hands, Spanish ar(}l|j|M(tutifi||^ 

conspicuous. Scattered all the 

to San Francisco are the ruins of .§<|A^JbMf( 

Others dating from the old ^^S^l^Kk^^^^^l^eA • 

served and are in daily use as ilittf/im. 

fries in Florida, Texas, New I^jbilit 

California, still sound bells ^4MiiiS||tt^i^e4|> 

ing the royal arms. In ni^pg^fCMKLti,^ 

P 

h 

eaj 

irif 

mm.'M-ti. *^dobes 

are still to be seen. ^^^tfj^Vfin^bbetfi 

ment has furnished the i M f t ^ ^gf 
iAi^ 
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i 

•chitectUre in the Southwest that has become 

Qe of t^e most distinctive American possessions. 

III California, I'exas, and Arizona, the type is 

|ominalted by mission architecture. In New INIex-

\ it is strongly modified by the native culture 

Tfiich found expression in pueblo building. 

pi^Phere are still other marks of Spanish days 

j \ , . the southern border. We see them in social, 

vligious, economic, and even in legal customs. 

I-ilifornia has her Portola festival, her rodeos^ and 

(1̂ 1 Mission Play. Everywhere in the Southwest 

(-gre are Vjuaint church customs brought from 

\ Q-fy^ or 'Mexico by the early pioneers. From 

' e SpaniOTd the American cowboy inherited his 

fade, his hbrse, his outfit, his vocabulary, and his 

' ethods. Spain is stamped on the land surveys. 

L. rom Sacramento to St. x\ugustine nearly every-

I jdy holds his land by a title going back to Mexico 

• Madrid. Most of the farms along the border are 

Jc visions of famous grants which are still known by 

j 1 icir original Spanish names. In the realm of law, 

. principles regarding mines, water rights on streams, 

f 'c id the property rights of women — to mention 
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only a few — have been retained from the Spanish 

regime in the Southwest. No t least has keen the 

Hispanic appeal to the imagination. Theppanish 

occupation has stamped the literature of ^e bor

derlands and has furnished theme and color for a 

myriad of writers, great and small. Nor is this His

panic cult — or culture — losing its hold. On the 

contrary, it is growing stronger. In short, th*. 

Southwest is as Spanish in color and historical 

background as New England is Puri tan, as Nev 

York is Dutch, or as New Orleans is French.-• 

My original manuscript for this book has writtei 

on a much larger scale than the Editpr deseed 

In the work of reduction and rewriting,|to fit it fn 

the Series, I have liad tlit* able assistance of Mi--

Constance LirtVlsav Skinner. 

H. E. B, 

UMVIORSITY OF ( ' \ L I F O R N M , 

October, 1920. 
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THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

CHAPTER I 

P O N C E DE L E O N , AYLLOX, AND NARVAEZ 

THE sixteenth century dawned auspiciously for 

^pain. After eight hundred years of warfare with 

i ie infidel usurpers of the Penmsula. tlie last ^los-

1 m stronghold had fallen; and, through the union 

' Aragon and Castile, all Spain was united under 

: le crown and lifted to the peak of power in Europe. 

I'o the world about her, Spain presented the very 

lage of unity, wealth, and power, adamantine 

i id su]:)reme. 

But the image of serene absolutism is always a 

ortent of calamity. There followed a period of 

'illiant achievement abroad, while the prosperity 

I • the nation a t home steadilv declined. Taxation 

T̂ as exorbitant. Industrv declined because of the 

1, ck of skilled workers, for the expulsion of the 
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Moors had robbed Spain of artisans and pastv 
laborers. The nobles and gentry were swordsmen, 
crusaders, and spoilers of the Egyptians — made 
such by centuries of war with the Moors — and 
they held all labor and trade in scorn. 

Each year, more of the gold which annually 
poured into the Emperor's lap must needs be 
poured out again for products which were no longer 
grown or manufactured within the realm. Gold 
was the monarch's need; gold was the dazzling lure 
which the warrior nobles of Spain followed. There 
were no longer Egyptians at home to spoil. To the 
New World must these warrior nobles now look 
for work for their swords and for wealth without 
menial toil or the indignities of commerce. Only on 
that far frontier could they hope to enjoy the per
sonal liberty and something of their old feudal pow
ers, now curtailed hv absolutism at home. Irkeci 
by restrictions and surveillance as well as by inac
tion or poverty, these sons of the sword sought 
again on this soil the freedom which was once tht 
Spaniard's birthright. 

Adventure, conquest, piety, wealth, were the 
ideals of those Spanish explorers, who, pushing 
northward from the West Indies and from the Cî  
of Mexico, first planted the Cross and the ban*̂  
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->un in the swamps of Florida and in the arid 

i: II Pius of New Mexico. The conquistadors who 

li)lu Jed the unknown way through the American 

ŵ  "?rness were armored knights upon armored 

> it*<̂ es; proud, stern, hardy, and courageous; men of 

^^ ii','ctilious honor, loyal to King and ^lother Church, 

Lî ^ îble only before the symbols of their Fai th; 

> perstiaous — believing in portents and omens 

D ) less than in the mysteries of the Church, for the 

I .lu'ie of ^Moorish soothsayers and astrologers had 

colored the life of their ancestors for generations. 

Pa r t pagan, howexer, the conquistador was no 

1 ss a zealous warrior for Church and King. His 

f ice was as flint against all heretics. He went forth 

f T the heathen's gold and the heathen's >oul. If 

! e succeeded, riches and honor \\ crc his. Hard-

• lip, peril, death, had no terrors for this .-.oldier-

l night. If he was pitiless towarils others. >(> was 

I e pitiless toward himself. He saw his mission 

i nveloped with romantic glory. Such men were 

. > le conqui>tador>, who, after the capture of the 

" ztec capital in the summer of 15^-il, carried the 

. panish banner northward. 

While Cortes was >till wr<'.stling with the A/tecs, 

^ panish expeditions were moving out from the 

1 .'.est Indies — Espanola (Ilayti) , Cuba. Porto 
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Rico, and Jamaica. These islands are v Sp-. 
the nursery of Spanish culture in the \iit< *̂.en, 
Hemisphere. By 1513 there were seventet^teQide 
on Espanola alone, in which the life of OU\d*,nd 
was reproduced in form, though reflecting\ots 
ors of savage environment. Mines were woî utvUy 
enslaved natives; grain was sown and harv^^1:fd| 
cotton and sugar-cane were cultivated. The slavq 
trade in negroes and Indians flourished. Friar 
cared for the souls of the faithful. The harbo 
winds were winged w îth Spanish sails, homeward 
bound with rich cargoes, or set towards the coas ,'* 
of the mysterious continent which should one day 
disclose to the persistent mariner an open straiir 
leading westward to Cathay. In the midst of th( 
crudities of a frontier, hidalgo and official of Es ' 
panola lived joyously and with touches of Orienta 
magnificence. Gold! It lay in glittering heap.' 
upon their dicing-tables. I t stung not only tlieii 
imaginations but their palates — so we learn fron 
the description of a banquet given by one of them, at 
which, to the music of players brought from Spain, 
the guests salted their savory meats with gold dus'e 
Is it to be marveled at that men of such hardy dige^g 
tions should have conquered a wilderness brave' 
and gayly.^ 
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jng these romantic exiles a t Espanola was 

J. :n Ponce de Leon — John of the Lion's Paunch — 

\) had come to the island with Columbus in 1493, 

^ I member of the first permanent colony. In 

'j ice's veins flowed the bluest blood of Spain. His 

11 lily could be traced back to the twelfth century. 

Rumors of gold drew Ponce to Porto Rico (1508), 

/! :cli island he "pacified," after the very thorough 

p (iiish manner, sharing the honors of valor with 

ic famous dog, Bercerillo. This dog, according to 

hi' old historian, Herrera, ' 'made wonderful hav-
I 

c!c among these people, and knew which of them 

Are in war and which in peace, like a man; for 

/I ich reason the Indians were more afraid of ten 

p miards with the dog, than of one hundred with-

i: him, and therefore he had one >hare and a half of 

1 tha t was taken allowed him, as was done to one 

lit carried a crossbow, as well in gold as slaves 

] 1 other thiui^s, which his master received. Verv 

: raordinary things were reported of this dog."^ 

^oiice was made Governor of Porto Rico, but 

iS almost immediately removed, as the appoint-

nt had been made over the head of Don Diego 

[umbus. Governor of Espanola. Thus (li>pos-

|ed of office, Ponce sought fame, and wealth, and 

1. -^owery, Spajiish ScttlementSy p . 133. 
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perpetual youth, perhaps, in exploration. " I t 
true," writes Herrera, the royal chronicler, "th, 
besides the principal aim of Juan Ponce de Leon i 
the expedition which he undertook, which was 1 
discover new lands, . . . another was to seek tl 
fountain of Bimini and a certain river of Florid 
I t was said and believed by the Indians of Cut 
and Espanola that by bathing in the river or tl 
fountain, old men became youths." What moi 
was needed to fire the blood of an adventurer lil 
Ponce, who already possessed influence and a fo 
tune? Nothing, as the event proved. By means < 
his friends he obtained a patent from King Charlt 
(1512), later Emperor Charles V, authorizing hii 
to seek and govern the island of Bimini, whic 
rumor placed to the northwest. 

What Ponce hoped to accomplish in the ente 
prise, and also the aims of his brother conqueror 
can be gathered from his patent. If Ponce was i 

explorer and adventurer, he, like the others, hopt 
also to be a colonizer, a transplanter of Spani> 
people and of Spanish civilization. Whoever fai 
to understand this, fails to understand the patriot 
aim of the Spanish pioneers in America. T l 
Catholic monarchs were a thrifty pair, and the 
made the business of conquest pay for itself. Th 
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u cesses of men like Columbus and Cortes played^ 

a 0 their hands. Every expedition was regarded 

.s a good gamble. The expenses of exploration 

li refore were charged to the adventurer, under 

^ mise of great rewards, in titles and profits from 

h enterprise, if any there might be. Under these 

i: umstances the sovereigns lo>t little in any case, 

,E 1 they might win untold returns. And so with 

\ ' ice . By the terms of his grant he was empow-

r 1 to equip a fieet, at hi-> own expense, people 

J::nini with Spaniards, exploit its wealth, and, as 

li'lantado. govern it in the name of the sovereign. 

'E keeping with the method already in vogue in the 

A >t I nd io , the natives were to be distributed 

r oDg the discoverers and settlers, that they might 

e protected, christianized, civilized, and, >ad to 

, exploited. Though the intent of this last pro-

[ on in the royal patents of the day was benevo-

t, the practical result to the n a t i \ o ^\a^ usually 
! istrous. 

.Vith a fleet of three ves>cl>, on March 3, l.US, 

; ice sailed from Porto Rico and anchored a 

nth later on th<' coa>t of the northern mainland, 

r the mouth of the St. John's River. Here he 

i led, took formal in)s>t>^ion of the *'island,' 'and 
ic ned it La Florida, because of its verdant beautv 
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and because it was discovered in the Easter seaso 
After sailing northward for a day, Ponce turnt 
south again. Twice in landing on the coast he an 
his men were set upon by the natives. On Sunda\ 
the 8th of May, he doubled Cape Canaveral, calle 
by him the Cape of the Currents; and by the fi 
teenth he was coasting along the Florida Key; 
The strain of romance in these old explorers is we 
illustrated by the name which Ponce, seeker of th 
Fountain of Youth, gave to the Florida Key; 
"The Martyrs ," he called them, because the hig 
rocks, a t a distance, looked "like men who ai 
suffering." 

Ponce sailed up the western shore of the penir 
sula, perhaps as far north as Pensacola Bay, b( 
fore he again turned southward, still unaware thi 
Florida was not an island. Anchored off the soutl 
ern end of Florida, he allowed himself to fall into 
snare set for him by natives. These natives to 
an interesting story. There was nearby, they sai( 
a cacique named Carlos whose land fairly sproutt 
gold. While Ponce and his officers were drinkir 
in the splendid tale, the Indians were massir 
canoes for an attack on the Spanish ships. Tv, 

battles followed before the painted warriors wei' 
driven off and the Spaniards sailed homewar* 
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T ithout either a slight of gold or a taste of the 

I i^ie spring. But his voyage was not fruitless, 

fi r on the way back to Espanola Ponce made a val-

uible find. He discovered the Bahama Channel, 

E^hich later became the route for treasure ships re-

: t irninii' to S])ain from the Wesl Indies. It was to 

: p otect this channel tha t Florida eventually had to 

tb ' colonized. 

\ Ponce proceeded at once to Spain, where he 

, "went about like a person of importance, because 

^hs qualities merited i t ." From the King he rc-

i;( ived another patent (1514) authorizing him to 

olonize not only '*Bimini," which one of lil^ .ships 

i]vas said to have discovered, but the 'Tsland of 

iT orida" as well. Jus t now, however, renewed coni-

.f aints came in of terrible devastations wrought 

: n )on Spanish colonies by the Caribs of the Lesser 

_ Intilles. Ponce was put in command of a fleet 

( subdue these ferocious savages, and his plans 

I r Florida were delaved seven vears. 

Meanwhile other expeditions from the West In-

in ' s found Florida to l)e par t of the mainland. By 

in 10, indeed, the entire coast of the Gulf lietween 

V ucatan and Florida had been explored and 

eif arted, thus ending the Spanish hope of finding 

irt ere a strait leading westward to India. Chief 



10 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

among these explorers of the Gulf was the good 
pilot Pineda, agent of the governor of Jamaica. He 
mapped the coast of Amichel — as the Spaniards 
called the Texas coast — and was the one to dis
cover the mouth of that large river flowing into the 
Gulf which he named the Espiritu Santo, but which 
we know today as the Mississippi. This was 
twenty-two years before De Soto crossed the Fa
ther of Waters near Memphis. Amichel was a 
wondrous land, indeed, according to the reports 
dispatched to Spain by Pineda's master. I t had 
gold in plenty and two distinct native races, giants 
and pygmies. 

At last Ponce returned to his task. On Febru
ary 10, 15^1, at Porto Rico, he wrote to King 
Charles: ' 'Among my services I discovered at my 

own cost and charge, the Island of Florida an( 
others in its district . and now I return tc 

that Island, if it please God's will, to settle it ." 
According to Herrera, the rare old chronicler, it wa 
emulation of the conqueror of Mexico that arousec 
Ponce to make this venture. For now '''the nam( 
of Hernando Cortes was on everybody's lips anc 

I Lowery, Spanish Settlements, p. 158, quoting Shea's transla 
tion in Winsor» Narrative and Critical History of America^ vol. ii 
p. 234. 
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s fame was great ." In February, then, Ponce 

ain set sail, with two ships, two hundred 

jn, ^fty liorses, a number of other domestic 

imals, and farm implements to cultivate the 

il. By the King's command, monks and priests 

companied him for missionary work among 

^ natives. 

Ponce landed on the Florida coast, probably in 

e neighborhood of Charlotte Harbor, where, on 

^ earlier voyage, the natives had regaled him with 

bles of the golden realm of Carlos, the cacique, 

id had attacked hi> ships. Since then slave-hunt-

g raids along their coast had filled these warlike, 

edom-loving Florida natives with an intense ha-

?d for Spanish invaders. Hardly had the colo-

>ts begun to build houses when the Indians set 

ion them with fury. The valiant Ponce, leading 

5 men in a counter attack, received an Indian ar-

sv in his body. Some of his followers were killed. 

lis disaster put an end to the enterprise. Ponce 

d his colonists departed and made ])ort at Cuba, 

ving k» t a .ship on the way. A few days later 

mce died from his wounds, leaving unsolved the 

v>tery of the Fountain of Youth. Over his grave 

Porto Rico, where his body was sent for burial, 
s epitaph was thus inscribed: 
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Here rest the bones of a LION, 

Mightier in deeds than in name.* 

So perished the discoverer and first foreigh ruler 

of Florida, as many another standard-bearer of the 

white race on this soil was to perish, from the 

dar t of the irreconcilable Indian. The conquest 

of the AZL':CS, living in permanent towns, proved 

comparatively easy for Cortes, with his superior^ 

means of waging war; but the subjection of the! 

northern tribes, who had no fixed abodes, who wan

dered over hundreds of miles in hunting and war, 

wasanothertask. Europeans begantheconqnesl of 

America by seizing the Indians and selling them inio 

slavery. I t is an oft-repeated boast tha t tyranny 

has never thrixcnl on American soil, but it is sel

dom I'emembered that the first battles for freedom 

in this land were fought \)y the red natiAcs. 

^Meanwhile a new star arose to beckon explorei' 

northward. A new region had been iliscoxered fai 

up the eastern coast by ad\'enliirers who were spy 

ing about Florida while Ponce was absent a t tin 

Carib wars. Chief of these interlopers was Luca> 

^" Mole sub liac forti^ Requiescunt ossa I-KONIS 

Qui \ icit factis Nomiua magna suis ." 
Lowcry, Spanish Settlements, p. ICO. ', 
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) asquez de Ayllon, an oidor, or superior judge, of 

I spanola, who took into his service one Francisco 

( ordillo and sent him out to explore. Gordillo met 

i I the Bahamas a slave hunter named (^ucxos. and 

t ic two joined company. Thus it happened tha t in 

Jane. 15"-2L about the time tha t Ponce was driven 

f'om Florida, these two adventurers landed in a 

r i^ion, called Chicora l>y the natives, which seems 

t) have been near the Cape Fear River on the 

Carolina coast. After taking formal possession 

ol the countrv, thev coaxed one hundred! and fiftv 

II their red-skinned hosts on board and sailed 

;,way to sell them in Santo Domingo. 'J'liis time a 

r ide shock awaited the slave hunters. When thev 

r ached the capital they were ordered by Governor 

I'iego Columbus to set the Indians free and return 

t lem to their native land. Don Diego (h'serves 

' membranee as a liberator. 

Among the captives, however, there was one 

, horn the Spaniards detained. They baptized him 

I rancisco Chicorana, and Avllon took him as his 

t ?rsonal servant. Francisco was a choice wag. 

oubtless because he desired to be taken home, he 

nployed his time and talents in regaling his cap-

>rs with romances of Chicora. He was taken bv 

yllon to Spain, where two famous historians. 
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Peter Martyr and Oviedo, got from him at first 
hand and preserved for us these earliest tales 
of Carolina, 

According to Francisco the natives of Chicora 
were white, with brown hair hanging to their heels. 
In the country there were pearls and other precious 
stones. There were domesticated deer, which lived 
in the houses of the natives and generously fur
nished them milk and cheese. The people were gov-
erned by a giant king called Datha, whose enor
mous size was not natural but had been produced 
by softening and stretching his bones in childhood. 
He told, too, of a race of men with inflexible tails, 
'*like the tailed Englishmen of Kent ," says a 
Spanish humorist. *' This tail was not movable like 
those of quadrupeds, but formed one mass, as is the 
case with fish and crocodiles, and was as hard as 
bone. When these men wished to sit down, they 
had consequently to have a seat with an open bot
tom; and if there were none, they had to dig a hole 
more than a cubit deep to hold their tails and allow 
them to rest." If any one be disposed to doubt 
these stories let him ponder well what Peter Mar
tyr says: "Each may accept or reject my account 
as he chooses. Envy is a plague natural to the 
human race, always seeking to depreciate and to 
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? arch for weeds in another's garden. . . . This 

p st aflBicts the foolish, or persons devoid of liter-

ri-y culture, who live useless lives like cumberers 

0 the earth."^ 

Encouraged by these yarns, in \o'2<l Ayllon ob-

t i n e d from Charles V the desired patent to Chi-

c ra, the land of the Giant King. As in the case of 

l imini, the project was a gamble, and, like Ponce, 

.̂  yllon put up the money. Chicora was not the sole 

0 'jeetive. Ayllon was to continue his explorations 

n^rth for eight hundred leagues, or until he found 

t e strait leading westward to Asia, which, if found, 

]; list be explored. Of the lantl> discovered he was 

t: be adelantado. or i:i'\ ernor. He was to have for 

Kniself in full ownership an estate fifteen leagues 

square — a round million acres. He was to take 

\ ith him, a t the royal expense, friars to convert 

t e Indians, and, in view of the sad results in the 

ands, Indians were not to be parceled out or 

i irced to work. Experience was having it^ etfect 

[1 the royal policy. 

Three vears passed before Avllon was readv to 

' Lke possession of his domain, but in the interval 

irther explorations along the coast were made 

y his pilot Quexos, who brought back glowing 

^ De Orbe Xovo (ed. by F. A. MacNutt) , vol. ii, pp. £oS-J,>. 
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reports of gold, silver, and pearls. And at the 
same time Esteban Gomez, a pilot who had been 
with Magellan — and had deserted him — came 
out from Spain, looking for the northern strait, and 
sailed the American coast between Nova Scotia and 
Florida. Thus, by the year 15^25, Spanish naviga
tors had explored the entire shore line from Cape 
Breton to Cape Horn. 

At length, in July, lo'-26, Ayllon sailed from 
Espanola with six vessels carrying five hundred 
men and women from the islands, some black 
slaves, eighty-nine horses, and other equipment 
for the colony. It was a force larger than that 
with which Cortes had invaded ^Mexico. There 
were also three Dominican friars; for, wrote the 
King, *'Our principal intent in the discovery of 
new lands is that the inhabitants and natives 
thereof, who are without the light or knowledge 
of the faith, may be brought to understand the 
truths of our Holy Catholic Faith, that they 
may come to a knowledge thereof and be
come Christians and be saved, and this is the 
chief motive that you are to bear and hold in 
this affair."' 

^ Lowery, Spanish Stttlcvients, p. 162. From Shea's transla
tion in The Catholic Church in Colonial Days, p. 105. i 
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Vyllon anchored his ships at the mouth of a river, 

T tbably the Cape Fear, which, with romantic op-

II lism, he named the Jordan. In making port he 

ost one of his ships with its cargo, and this led to 

le construction on the spot of an open boat with 

me mast, to be propelled by both oars and sail. 

I r e we have the first shipbuilding of record in the 

' lited States^ From this place exploring parties 

/mt out by sea and others pushed a short way in-

•1 id. A misfortune now befell Ayllon. His inter-

I ter, the romancer, Francisco Chicorana, seized 

v̂  opportunity so long waited for and deserted to 

i people. Ayllon was thus unable to talk to the 

' licorans and convince them of his friendly intent. 

"s region, however, about a dangerous harbor, 

xl uninviting, and no more was needed than 

ews of a pleasanter land, brought l)y returning 

jrers, to s tar t Ayllon and his colonists south-

rd. Down the coast they all went to the mouth 

) the Pedee River — the Gualdape, Ayllon called 

t — and there began the settlement of San Miguel 

Gualdape. 

But the settlement came quickly to grief. The 

lists of an exceptionally cold winter struck down 

'See TheSpa> colonists. Provisions gave out. The 
* Lowery, Spam , , , , , . 

'ernal Diaz, repea^^ Weakened by cxposurc and disease 
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to catch the fish which abounded in the rive 
Ayllon himself sank under the hardship and priv£ 
tion; and, on St. Luke's Day, October 18, 1526,1^ 
died. Quarrels ensued among the survivors. Muti 
neers under an ambitious ofl5cer imprisoned the lie i 
tenant who succeeded Ayllon in command; and, i 
turn, negro slaves rose and fired the house of tli 
usurper. Indians, encouraged by the domestic ir 
broglio, made attacks and killed some of the Spa: 
iards. It was now resolved to abandon the color; 
and return to Santo Domingo. About a hundr i 
and fiftv enfeebled and destitute men and wom< i 
set sail in midwinter, towing after them the body 
their dead commander in the one-masted craft th<; 
had built. As they made their slow way horn • 
ward, seven men were frozen to death on board oi i 
of the ships. The icy winds and sea, which lashn 
the small vessels about and took the lives of the 
emaciated sailors, took also their toll of the dea-
The boat bearing Ayllon's body was swept awa^ 
and, weighted full with water, it sank, says Ovie< 
the historian, in " the sepulchre of the ocean-se 
where have been and shall be put other captaini 
and governors." ' 

Florida and Chicora: these were st ' ' ' 
, , 1 • 1 . 1 • ^shea's transla-
but names now heightened in r e , 
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Ti gic deaths of Ponce and Ayllon and by new 
aes heard in the wilderness. 

The Northern Mystery was still unsolved, and it 
vss not long before another attempt was made to 
€ttle Florida. The enterprise was undertaken this 

ine by Panfilo de Narvaez, the same Narvaez who 
n 1520 had been sent to Vera Cruz to arrest dis-
tbedient Cortes, and had lost an eye and sufi'ered 
aDtivity for his pains.' Narvaez was a native of 
i, lladolid, of good blood and gentle breeding. He 
E i taken part in the conquest of Cuba. He is de-
• ibed as a tall man of proud mien, with a fair com-
1 xion, a red beard, and — since the encounter 
n.h Cortes-—one eagle eye. His manner was 
•)Iomatic and gracious and his voice resonant, **as 
't came from a cave."^ He had acquired wealth 

;i the New World (and a reputation for keeping his 
Lil ney) as well as sound fame as a soldier, for he 
.V s said to be ** brave against Indians and probably 
[Fi uld have been against any people, had ever 
X-asion offered for fighting them."^ 

^ In June, 1527, Narvaez sailed from Spain with 
ix hundred colonists and a number of Franciscan 

]' See The Spanish Conquerors, in this Series. 
^Lowery, Spanish Settlements, p. 174. Both quotations from 

^ernal Diaz, repeated by Lowery. 
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friars. Among his officers was Alvar Nunez Ca 
beza de Vaca, of whom more anon. Narvaez' 
patent gave him the country from the Rio de la 
Palmas to the Cape of Florida, and thus made hir 
heir to part of the land — as well as to the misfor 
tunes — of Ponce de Leon. His misfortunes begai 
in the West Indies. At Santo Domingo a fourt 
of his colonists deserted; and two ships which h 
had sent to Trinidad, with Cabeza de Vaca, wer 
wrecked in a hurricane. The fears thus sprea 
amongst his company forced him to remain at ar 
chor until the passing of winter. The spring ( 
152S saw his expedition, its personnel now reduce 
to about four hundred, on the way. Strong wine 
from the south drove his ships to the Florida coa.̂  
and on Good Friday he landed at Tampa Ba;\ 
There he found a village, from which the nativt 
had fled at sight of his sails. And in one of th 
deserted houses he saw a faint glint of the hop 
which kindled the heart of every explorer —, 
small golden ornament dropped in the flight. 

Before this tenantless village Narvaez unfurled 
the royal standard and recited a proclamation pre
pared by learned jurists of Spain wherewith to acj 
quaint the Indians of the King's lands with theii 
new estate. But the natives ignored its benign 
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provisions and plain warnings. They returned next 

dty and " m a d e signs and menaces, and appeared 

to sav we must go awav from the countrv." Nar-

v/iez, however, having come as the servant of the 

(rown and to fill his own coffers, was in no mind to 

ri tieat. Somewhere in tha t wilderness there must 

1 ? gold. What was tha t yellow-gleaming ornament 

1.' had found.'* Indeed, there was a land to the 

r,:)rth, named Appalachen, teeming witli gold; so 

t le natives said. He decided to send the fleet up 

* le coast, to find a good harbor and there await 

1 m. He and his officers with their wives, the 

'iars, and the colonists, would press inland to seek 

' ppalachen. In this decision Narvaez ignored the 

ilvice of Vaca, who said tha t they and their ships 

ftould never meet again, and the warnings of one 

" the women. This woman had foretold in Sj)ain 

any of the circumstances of the voyage and now 

' ?clared tha t horrible disaster woukl befall the in-

1 nd explorers; for so had a ^Moorish soothsayer in 

(astile prognosticated. This sibyl and the other 

T\ives insisted on going with the ships. The voyage 

lia\nng begun, they immediately took to them

selves new husbands, knowing, by the Atoor's 

prophecy, that never more should they salute their 

lawful spouses. 
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Narvaez's company, now reft of its women, com
prised three hundred men, including five priests 
and forty officers and soldiers in armor, mounted 
upon armored horses. Led by the standard-bearer, 
this shining host plunged into the Florida wilds. 
Crossing the Withlacoochee and Suwanee Rivers, 
they passed from a fairly open country into dense 
forests. Their food gave out and they nourished 
themselves and their horses as best they could on 
the shoots of young palm. Men and horses wert 
exhausted from hunger and fatigue and galled 
from the heavy armor, when at last on St. John\-
Day (June 24, 15^38), they reached Appalachen, 
near the present Tallahassee in northern Florida. 
But golden Appalachen proved to be only a towr 
of forty clay huts, occupied then by women ano 
children; for the men were away on the warpath 
The Spaniards took possession of the town and fee 
on maize for twentv-five davs, obliged occasionally 
to do battle against the returning warriors. Ex
cursions into the surrounding country, attended 
by skirmishes, convinced Narvaez that there was 
no great and rich city there which might answer 
to the false description given him of Appalachen. 
"Thenceforth were great lakes, dense mountains, 
immense deserts and solitudes." So Narvaez and 
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his company turned south again and westward in 
the hope of finding their ships. After nine days' 
difficult march they came upon Aute, another de-
seied Indian village, where again they found food. 
Tliey reached the sea at last at Appalachee Bay. 

But there was no sign of the ships. The ships, 
*n fact, had sailed away to Cuba. Yet the sea was 

i . ir onl}^ hope; so they determined to slay their 
](rses for food and to build a fleet of horsehide 

> ats in which to escape to Panuco (Mexico) which 
' s thought to be close by. Little did they dream 
' it it was over a thousand miles away. 
There was only one carpenter in the company. 

'ley had, says Vaca, **no tools, nor iron, nor forge, 
(r tow, nor resin, nor rigging." But necessity is 
. ' mother of invention, and Robinson Crusoe 

. • ild scarcelv have done better himself. Bellows 
' re contrived from wooden tubes and deerskin. 
>' lils, saws, and axes were made of the iron from 
lie stirrups, crossbows, and spurs. Palmettos 
tvvre used in place of tow. From the pitch of the 
piiies a Greek made resin for calking, and the 
boats were covered with horsehide. Ropes and 
rî L̂ nng were made from palmetto fiber and horse-
liair, sails from the shirts of the men, and oars from 
ivoung savins. While the boats were building four 
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journeys were made to Aute for maize, and every 
third day a horse was killed for food. The skins of 
the horses' legs were removed entire, tanned, and 
used for water bottles. In the course of this work 
ten men were slain by Indians, and forty others 
died from disease and hunger. At last five boats 
were completed, each twenty-one cubits long. By 
the 22d of September the last horse was eaten, and 
on that day two hundred and forty-two men set 
sail in those five frail craft of horsehide, not one 
among them knowing how to handle a boat. In 
memory of the diet of horsefiesh they named the 
harbor where they embarked the Bay of Horses. 

Rowing along the coast, occasionally passing a 
village of fishermen — ' 'a poor miserable lot," sa\'s 
Vaca — at the end of thirty days they were de
tained at an island bv a storm. Next dav thev had 
a battle with some Indians near a large inlet, per
haps Pensacola Bay. Three or four days farther' 
west a Greek and a negro went ashore for food and 
fresh water and never returned.' Farther along!, 
the coast they came to the mouth of a large river,f 
no doubt the Mississippi. The combined strength | 
of its current and of a storm which now arose was 

I 

'E leven years later Do Soto found the Greek*s dagger in the| 
possc:?sion of Indians near Mobile Bay. 



PL NICE DE LEON, AYLLON, N. KZ 25 
1 

;o threat tha t the flotilla was driven far of : to sea, 

ml the boats became separated and were never 

i;,';iin all together. I t is known, however, from 

raca's narrative tha t they again drew in to the 

^hjre. Three of them, \ 'aca 's boat and two oth-

Ts were wrecked, on the 6th of November, on 

in island — Galveston Island, or one near it, by 

\'aca named Malhado, or Misfortune. Another 

oit, carrying the commissary and the friars, was 

m ?cked on the mainland farther west. 

)ne of the five boats vet remained afloat, the 

: 1 iimander's own. Narvaez bore on westward, 

I 1,'ging the coast. One day he descried on land 

; J] le of the castaways of the fourth boat which had 

t I'U wrecked, making their way painfTiIly on foot. 

Ik landed some of his own crew to lighten his boat 

9i'd proceeded by water, while the destitute band 

\ h the friars marched slowly along the shore. At 

"̂\ 'ning he hove to, after ferrying the pedestrians 

,c OSS a bay tha t cut off th'nr route, and landed the 

"ê t of his people. Dropping i^ stone for anchor, 

•Xiirvaez then prepared to spend the night in his 

joat with his page, who was dangerously ill. But 

h ^\'ild wind came down with the dark and swept 

'pii frail craft out upon the deep. And Narvaez 

[ollowed Ayllon to ' 'sepulchre in the ocean-sea." 



CHAPTER n 

CABEZA DE VACA 

ALVAR NUNEZ CABEZA DE VACA, now a castaw? 
on *'Malhado" Island, on the wild coast of Tex; 
was a noble of old lineage. He had relinquisb 
high official position in Spain to join Narvaez in 1 
adventure. Of the disaster and its remarkal 
sequel Vaca wrote a circumstantial account whi 
enables us to get his story a t first hand. On t 
island Vaca took command of his comrades in a 
versity. His first need was to learn if the count 
was inhabited. So he ordered Lope de Oviedo, w 
had "more strength and was stouter than any 
the rest," to climb a tree to spy out the land. 0\ 

edo discovered Indians and brought them to whe 
the Spaniards lay shivering and exhausted on tl 
beach, some of them too frail to crawl among tl 
rocks for shelter from the biting winds. The cast 
ways must have looked forlorn, indeed; ior^^^^l 

who had a nice literary touch, says th' 
26 
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)oiies had ''become the perfect figures of death"; 
.n 1 that the Indians ' ' a t sight of what had befallen 
is and our state of suffering and melancholy desti-
ution . . began to lament so earnestly that they 
ai^ht have been heard at a distance and continued 

0 doing more than half an hour." Even in his 
?takness and misery, for Vaca was in a worse con-
liiion than many of his companions, his imagina-
licn was caught by the strange scene those savages 
[vild and untaught" presented as they sat among 
:'M white men "howling like brutes over our 

|]>fortunes." Vaca besought the Indians to take 
' I' Spaniards to their dwellings. Thirty savages 
1 i ded themselves with driftwood and immediate-

set off at a run for their camp some distance 
\ ly. The other Indians, holding up the emaci-
.d white men so that their feet barely touched 
' ground, followed in short swift marches, paus-

,p occasionally to warm the Spaniards at great 
î̂  s built by the thirty wood carriers at intervals 
il ng the trail. In the village they lodged their 
Quests in huts where they had also built fires, fed 
[hem with roasted fish and roots, and sang and 
flaaced and wept about them until far into the 
his fi'"-̂  In the morning they brought more cooked 
followed in all ways showed much hospitality. 
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The very next day, much to his delight, Vac^ 

learned tha t other white men were on the sam 

island. A messenger being sent out, soon \ 'aca wa 

joined at the village by some of his former com 

panions, Dorantes, Castillo, and their men, wh-

had been wrecked on the island the dav before Yac 

landed there. Three of the castaways, nuniberin,' 

a t this time about eighty, had been drowned in ai, 

ineffectual a t tempt to recover one of the hoFNthid" 

boats. Terrible as the sea had been to them, the 

would have dared its storms once more in the de^ 

perate hope of coming at last somewhere into 

Spanish harbor. 

As December waned, bitter cold and heav 

storms descended on this coast, stopped the fis 

supply, and prevented the Indians from digging ft 

the edible roots which grew under water. Starve 

tion and exposure thinned the ranks of the Spar 

iards. The survivors, to the horror of the Indian.^ 

ate the flesh of their O^TI dead. When spring came 

Vaca had with him but fifteen men. 

A new danger now assailed them. Disease atj 

tacked the Indians and destroved half their nu 

ber. In their panic the natives accused the Spa 

iards of having brought the plague upon them b 

occult means; and they were only prevented fror^ 
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f̂ liiying them by the chi f who had taken Vaca in 

[]diirge. If, argued this worthy, the white men 

gcould bring the disease upon the Indians, they 

,<c il<l also surely have pre* ented their own people 

In in dying. And "God r AT Lord willed tha t the 

,ot!iers should heed this opinion and counsel, and be 

liiidered in their design." So the Indians did not 

Id I the Spaniards. But the notion thai their mys-

^c ious refugees possessed supernatural powers was 

P 0 ) pleasant to be gi\'en up. Now let those powers 

>h used to cure sick Indians and banisli the plague. 

' \ 'aea puts it, with his occasional sly touch of hu-

I)!", " t hev wished to make us phvsicians, without 

I i LUiination or inquiring for diplomas." In vain 

.,£ tried to laugh the savai^cs out of their conviction. 

' . ey replied tha t when .stones and '*other matters 

ij, 'W 111,̂ ' about the fields have vir tue" then cer-

j1 nly "extraordinary men" must be more highly 

L ) lowed. And if those extraordinary men would 

I '\{ I heal, neither .should they eat. This was cogent 

nasoning. After hungering for several days \ 'aca 

[jtoitk the first step towards the remarkable career he 

jW s to follow later on as a Medicine ^Vlan. He had 

jobserved the Indian witch-doctors blowing upon 

t̂Koir patienls and passlui;- their hands over them, 

,[ftequently with successful results. And, devoutly 
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religious as he was, he knew tha t in his homeland 

the "prayer of fa i th" uttered by humble petition-^ 

ers before the wayside shrines frequently wrought! 

the recovery of the sick. Therefore, he seems tc 

have reasoned, a blenu. of Indian and Christiai| 

faiths should be efficacious here. He says: 

Our method was to bless the sick, breathing upon then 
and recite a Pater-noster and an Ave Maria, prayin. 
with all earnestness to God our Lord that he woulc 
give health and influence them to make us some gooc 
return. In His clemency He willed that all those fo 
whom we supplicated should tell the others that the; 
were sound and in health, directly after we made th 
sign of the blessed cross over them. For this the In 
dians treated us kindly; they deprived themselves d 
food that they might give to us, and presented us witl 
skins and some trifles. 

Scarcity of food continued so tha t sometimes In -

dians and white men went without eating for sev 

eral days a t a time. Presently an Indian guide*i 

who had been bribed by a marten skin, departec 

westward along the mainland coast, taking witlf 

him all the Spaniards bu t three, Vaca, Oviedo, a n i 

Alaniz, who were too frail for travel. In the sum-v 

mer Vaca went with the Indians to the mainland 

foraging for food. The life he led was "insupport j 

able," being practically tha t of a slave. One of hi K 
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yu:ies was to dig out the edible roots from below 

Ihf water and from among the cane. His fingers 

w e so worn from this labor tha t ' did a straw 

D̂u! touch them they would bleed"'; and the sharp 

ôi vcs of broken cane tore his naked flesh. 

For nearly six years \ 'aca lived a slave among 

"htse Indians. He had long intended to escape and 

') ^et off westward " i n quest of Christians"; for, 

liijiiewhere towards the sunset, lay Panuco, and, 

V\m bodily strength, a brave heart, and faith in 

' j ; l , a man might hope to reach it. But Vaca 

1?) dd not leave his two companions. Then Alaniz 

i ; 1 ; and Oviedo, however much ' s t o u t e r " than 

\ ( other Spaniards in the matter of climbing trees, 

M> not of stout courage. He feared to be left 

J I ind and he would not go. Every winter Vaca 

i>'i \ irned to the island and entreated him to pluck 

1̂ leart; and every spring Oviedo put him off, but 

! r nised tha t n ' \ t vear he would set out. 

^ Taca did not let time pass unimproved. To get 

M(l of root-digging and sore fingers, he decided to 

n^ter the domain of commerce. He could begin 

iDvith good prospects because the Indians of the 

:uiainland had already heard flattering reports of 

rtib skill as a ^Medicine Man. And perhaps he ex-

feted to fit himself for the journey down the coast 
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by acquiririg a number of Indian dialects, by bej' 

coming a connoisseur of Indian staples and trir ̂  

kets, and b \ learning from western tribes on thei^ 

summer buffalo hunts in Texas some details of thj 

country through which he must pass on his prcf 

jected journey to Panuco. Ordinary perils ar'l 

hardships had lost their terrors for Vaca. Rovin • 

naked and barefooted like the tribesmen, his bodj' 

had become inured to fatigues and to wind i\T> 

weather: periods of famine had al>o prepared thi 

erstwhile son of magnificence and luxury to coj \ 

with the barren wilderness when the day of escaj" 

he had w^aited for should come at last. He lu. 

learned to make the Indians ' weapons and to u> 

them in hunting, though, as he admits, he nev( 

developed the Indian's subtlety in trailing. H • 

was so satisfactory as a servant, indeed, that h 

masters were content to have him do their tradin 

for them; and they let him come and go at will, f'* 

his career as a merchant in Tex;is, Vaca gives 

lengthy account, interesting because it is the firs!-

record of trade in this now great commercial land. 

I set to trafficking, and strove to make my employ 
ment profitable in the ways I could best contrive, an( 
by that means I got food and good treatment. The In 
dians would beg me to go from one quarter to anoth ek 
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10" things of which they have need; for in eonsc-
qience of incessant hostilities, they cannot traverse 
tli.̂  country, nor make many exchanixos. With my 
II rcliandiso and trade I went into the interior as far 
as I pleased, and travelled along the coast forty or fifty 
lei:^ues. The principal wares were cones and otluT 
pii'ces of sea-snail, eonehs used for cutting, and fruit 
iM̂  a bean of the highest value among them, which 
il y use as a medicine and employ in their dances and 
I'c livities. . . . Such were what I carried into the 
jierior; and in barter I got and brought back skins, 
j( ire with which they rub and color the face, hard 
cr les of which to make arrows, sinews, cement and 
'̂i it for the heads, and tass^ds of the hair of deer that 
J dyeing they make red. This occupation suited me 
dl; for the travel allowed me liberty to go where I 
'^shed, I was not obliged to work, and was not a slave. 

, Evidentlv he made an enviable name for himself 

].i[ long the savages as a merchant of their pr imit ive 
I 

I ^nmerce for, wherever he went, he received fair 

isl a tmen t and generous hospital i ty *'out of regard 

[ ' my commodities '"; and those Indians with whom 

III had no t t raded, hearing of him, " sough t and 

,(dt sired the acquaintance for mv repu ta t ion . " H e 

I traveled far afield in i)ursuit of his ' ' leading object 

T\liile journeying in tliis business," which was to 

''find the best way to go forward. *'The hardships 

r il. it I underwent in this were long to tell, as well of 

1) ril and privat ion as of storms and cold," he 
3 
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writes: "Oftentimes they overtook me alone and 

in the wilderness; bu t I came forth from them all 

by the great mercy of God our Lord." 

Three times Vaca saw " c a t t l e " and tasted their 

meat. And he has contributed to historical narra

tive the first description of the American buffalo: 

I think they are about the si^e of those in Spain. They 
have small horns like the cows of Morocco; the hair is 
very long and flocky like the merinos. Some are 
tawny, others black, i To my judgment the flesh h 
finer and fatter than that of this country [Spainh Of 
the skins of those not full grown the Indians make 
blankets, and of the larger they make shoes [mocca
sins] and bucklers. They come as far as the sea-
coast of Florida, from a northerly direction, ranging 
through a tract of more than four hundred leagues; 
and throughout the whole region over which they 
run, the people who inhabit near, descend and live 
upon them, distributing a vast many hides into the 
interior country. 

From these travels Vaca returned each year to 

the island to see how Oviedo fared and to urge him 

again to dare the witderness with him. History 

gives us few instances of greater loyalty than 

Vaca's. I t was not in him to deal with comrades 

as Narvaez had dealt wdth his followers after leav

ing the Bay of Horses, saying tha t "each should do 



CABEZA DE VACA 35 

wiat he thought best to save his own life; that he 
sc intended to act." At last Vaca overcame Ovi-
eca's timidity and the two men set forth. Perhaps 

V;ica swam to the mainland with Oviedo on his 
back, or towed him over on a piece of driftwood; 
:t he says, ' ' I got him off, crossing him over the 
b; v, and over four rivers in the coast, as he could 
Qi t swim." The two men were naked, armed only 
w th bows and arrows and conch-shell knives, and 
V .ca carried his trader's pack of shell trinkets. 
A ter crossing the fourth river they went to the sea 
iM ^latagorda Bay, where they met with a tribe 

" om Vaca calls the Quevenes. These Indians 
) d him that they had seen men like himself in the 
.•;tody of another tribe farther down the coast. 
r ca knew that the men must be his old compan-

^1 s, who had left the island four years previously; 
' r 1 he resolved at once to seek them and with them 
^ escape. But this new peril in prospect, added 
( the rough manner of the Quevenes, was too 
in ch for the timid soul of Oviedo. And, deaf to 

1 

all \'aca's imploring, he turned back toward the 
isiind — and out of history — leaving the man 
who had stood by him so faithfully to pursue 
L̂  dangerous way alone. Who knows but that 

, some giant Karankawa chief, of those who in the 
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nineteenth century pestered Austin's colonists in 

Texas, was a descendant of this Oviedo? 

The Quevenes intended to hold Vaca as a slave; 

bu t he slipped away and stole out along the rivei 

bank — the Colorado, it seems — where, as he had 

heard, the Indians who had white men with them 

were gathering pecans for their winter's food store. 

Here he found Dorantes and Castillo and a Chris

tianized iNIoor named Estevanico. These three 

were all tha t now remained of the twelve who had 

left the island; some had been lost in the wilds, 

others drowned in an a t tempted escape, and five 

the Indians had killed " for their di\'er>ions." Say.̂  

the devout Vaca: " W e gave many thanks a t see

ing ourselves together, and this was a day to us ol 

the greatest pleasure we had enjoyed in life. . . 

Thus the Almighty had been pleased to preservt 

me . . tha t I might lead them over the bays 

and rivers tha t obstructed our ])rcgress." 

Dorantes told Vaca the melancholv historv ol 

Narvaez's end. He had heard it from a captive in 

another tribe who was presumably the sole sur

vivor; and he had learned later tha t this survivoi 

had been slain because a native woman had 

dreamed he was about to kill her son. Of those 

three hundred adventurers who had landed with 
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aiviiez on the west coast of Florida, sdme the sea 

ad swallowed up, others had fallen prey to bitter 

leather, disease, cannibalism, Indian "diversion," 

nd superstition; and now but three Spaniards and 

be Moor Estevanico were left alive, and these 

rer' naked, destitute, the slaves of,a fierce and 

nv ige tribe. Vaca, on his appearance among the 

•Ji tribes at the pecan gathering, had been seized 

,s r. slave bv the cross-eved master of Dorantes. 

rh 5 was a contingency he had been prepared to 

a" . I t was in the knowledge tha t the effort to es-

'i i i might mean enslavement, or even death, tha t 

1 i_̂ do had turned back — and \ 'aca gone on. 

' 'cretly the captives laid plans for their escape, 

V t^h. they would postpone, however, until the 

I ' mer, when their masters would go westward to 

;; liier prickly pears. Then "people would arrive 

r 1 parts farther on, bringing bows to barter and 

Ci 'xchange, with whom, after making our escape, 

^ e hould be able to go on their return." 

1 Summer came. On the prickly pear plains, 

.en ewhere west of the Colorado, the captives had 

aai'e all ready for escape when their plan was 

,ialked by an Indian quarrel. One of the factions 

.1*'P irted a t once, taking Castillo with them. So 

he Spaniards were again separated; and again 
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Vaca postponed his journey for another year. Nei 
summer the Indians would return to the prickji, 
pear plains and, if Castillo were still alive, then II 
should find that his comrades had not abandonifv 
him. That Vaca himself and the two with hij] 
might be done away with for Indian "diversion!^ 
or by the blasts and want of another winter, wj| 
also a probability. But Vaca seems to haf 
brooded little over his own dangers. His actio^ 
prove his words that he ever had trust that Gcj, 
would lead him "out from that captivity, and thi | 
I always spoke of it to my companions." 

Another year was passed in slavery, durii 
which time Vaca led a pitifully hard life. Thn i 
times he ran away, so badly was he used, but ead 
time he was pursued and taken back. In Septen 
ber of the following year — it was now 1534 — 
third time the Spaniards met on the prickly pei 
plains. Escaping at last they fied west to the Av|v 
vares, whom Vaca had met farther east whenj 
trader. At this village there was a sick native I 
one of the tents, and his tribesmen demanded thî  
Vaca cure him. He restored the patient to healj] 
and was rewarded with a supply of meat and fri 
x\s the Indians told him that the country to tl(̂  
westward was cold and predicted from cert; 
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at iral signs a severe winter, he counseled patience 

nc • more. 

For eight months the white men continued with 

h Avavares, and the fann; of the new ^Medicine 

dii 1 was on every tongue. His companions were 

L1S( called to the sick bed, since they might be sup-

)()̂  d to partake of his talents. But it seems tha t 

)«'i her Castillo nor Dorantes relished the r»Me of 

Ml sician. Castillo, indeed, went about his new 

)'( ipation with shaking knees. He much doubted 

Jip ipproval of high heaven and feared, moreover, 

,1 I. his sins would weigh against his healing efforts. 

'i' (a's sturdy soul knew no misgivings. He did not 

I 've tha t he was dowered with mystic powers; 

> t he saw the sick ri^e up after he had blown ui)on 

: I , n in the native fashion and made the sign of the 

"• ' s over them in Christian manner. This was, 

'•( iin, proof positive tha t Go<l willed the j)reser-

•V,i\ on of himself and his friends and blessed his 

^̂ tfcrts accordingly. 

e When summer came (lo.'Jo) the four Sj)aniards, 

: iiraing southward, passed on to the Arbadaos. 

rinse Indians e\'idently lived in the great .sand 

i)<4t between the Nueces and the Rio (irande. 

trbty were kind, but food was scarce in their desert 

t;aul, and while with them the Spaniards suffered 
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more than ever the pangs of hunger. " I n the coursp 
of a whole day we did not eat more than two 
handfuls of fruit, which was green and containec' 
so much milky juice that our mouths were bum* 
by it." In their straits they were helped out b; 
the purchase of two dogs, for which Vaca gav 
the skins which covered his nakedness. He mad 
combs, bows and arrows, nets, and the mats whic 
formed the walls of the savages' temporary dwel 
ings, and traded these for whatever increase of foa 
he could get and occasionally for skins. Sometime 
he was set to scraping and softening hides, and b 
says that the days of his "greatest prosperity" wer 
those when he was given skins to dress, for 
would scrape them a very great deal and eat th 
scraps, which would sustain me for two or thre 
days." Sometimes a piece of meat was thrown t 
the fugitives and they ate it raw; for, if they hat 
put it to roast, the first native happening alonj 
would have snatched it and devoured it. Vaca re 
marks slyly that " i t appeared to us not well t 
expose it to this risk." 

Having consumed the dogs, the Spaniards coc 
tinned their journey southward, and soon crossed j 
river which appeared to them to be as wide as th 
Guadalquivir at Seville. I t was the Rio Grande, i 



CABEZA DE VACA 41 

By this time the Miracle ]\Ian*s fame had spread 

from tribe to tribe along his route. And his prog

ress now became a triumphal march, with flocks 

01 feathered Indians — sometimes to the number 

of four thousand — following in his train. His red-

skinned disciples greatly impeded his travel, for 

Jey all wished to touch him and his friends or 

>otne part of their clothing; and not a man of the 

tlousands of them would eat a morsel of food until 

01 e of the Spaniards had blessed it. At the same 

! ue they hunted and dug for food along the march, 

i ling hares, deer, opossums, gathering fruit, roots, 

I d nuts. They never presumed to eat until they 

; d fed their physician; nor to rest until they had 

r ,'cted houses for him and his three friends. Their 

)men wove mats and blankets for the white men 

d made their moccasins. The natives from one-

lage would go as far as the next; there they 

uld proclaim to the astonished inhabitants Va-

; s wondrous works, and, at the same time, plun-

1 r the village of everything v^orth taking. Vaca 

was grieved at this wholesale robbery but dared 

not a t tempt to check it. " I n consolation," he says, 

"the plunderers told them tha t we were children of 

the sun and tha t we had power to heal the sick and 

to destroy; and other lies even greater than these, 

7 1 
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which none know how to tell better than they when 
they find it convenient. They bade them conduct 
us with great respect, advised that they should be 
careful to offend us in nothing, give us all they, 
might possess, and endeavor to take us where 
people were numerous; and that wheresoever they 
arrive with us, they should rob and pillage the peo
ple of what they have, since this was customary." 

The coast Indians had been hostile, but these 
were friendly, so the direct route to Panuco was 
abandoned. Turning westward now through Coa-
huila, and then northward, Vaca recrossed the Rio 
Grande west of the Pecos, struck it again at tlu 
mouth of the Conchos, and followed it to the vicin
ity of El Paso. And over all these leagues of wilder
ness the hordes of Indians continued with him. In 
one town Vaca performed a surgical operation with 
a conch-shell knife, cutting a fiint arrowhead from 
a man's shoulder. The patient recovered: and the 
arrowhead was carried like a saint's relic, through
out the land, that men might marvel. From the 
region of El Paso, Vaca and his friends pressed 
westward over the arid plains of Chihuahua and 
crossed the Sierra Madre Mountains after many 
days of hard going. "The Indians," says Vaca, 
"ever accompanied us until they delivered us to 
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others; and all held full faith in our coming from 
heaven. . . . Thus we . . . traversed all the 
country until coming out at the South Sea." 

At a town on the Rio Yaqui the Spaniards were 

p:'esented with over six hundred "hearts of deer," 
aid five arrows tipped with "emeralds" — prob-
ahlv malachite. This Town of the Hearts, as Vaca 

a> med it, was in the region of Sahuaripa, Sonora. 
Descending the Yaqui River, which empties into 
tl e Gulf of California, Vaca caipe upon Spaniards 
11 a slave-hunting foray on the frontier of New 
i dicia. The surprise occasioned by the apparition 
lere of these four haggard, battered, bearded, 
t in-clothed, paint-bedaubed Europeans can be 
t tter imagined than described. Glad indeed were 
;1 e poor wanderers to see once again men of their 
I -n race, and they "gave many thanks to God 

r Lord." 
But Vaca's feeling was not one of unmixed joy, 

fi r on every side he saw the devastation the Span-
iords had wrought among the natives; half the men 
and all the women and boys, he says, had been car
ried away as slaves. The six hundred natives who 
lad accompanied Vaca down the Yaqui offered a 
rich and easy prize to these slave hunters; and 
Vaca's urgent protests resulted only in deceitful 
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promises. He says, "We set about to preserve 
the liberty of the Indians and thought we had se
cured it, but the contrary appeared; for the Chris
tians had arranged to go and spring upon those 
we had sent away in peace and confidence. They 
executed their plans as they had designed." 

Vaca and his comrades went on southward, 
through Culiacan to Compostela, then the princi
pal town of Xew Galicia. Here they were hospit
ably received by Xuno de Guzman, the Governor, 
who gave them beds, and some of his own ward
robe to screen their nakedness. But after eight 
years of Indian life the wanderers found that they 
could not wear clothes with comfort, "nor could 
we sleep anywhere else but on the ground." 

Vaca reached the City of Mexico on July 24, 
1536; thence he went to Santo Domingo, and from 
there to Spain. In all places his story bore fruit. 
In Spain he was disappointed in hi> ambition for 
the governorship of Florida. One wonders why he 
should have wanted it! That office had already 
been taken by Hernando de Soto. Vaca was in
vited to accompany De Soto, but his experience 
with Narvaez had made him unwilling to take part 
in an expedition not commanded by himself. After 
three years of hopes and disappointments, Vaca 
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^as made ac/e/an^a^/o of Rio ^^sistance" there Her-
America. In this venture Ration. He brooked 
n eans. In the South AmericaiJnterference from 
inarches almost as heroic as his journt'f^^^^^^P' could 
to Sonora. But his humane treatment oi"^' ^^^ 

lives won for him the hostilitv of his turbulent cohY' 
patriots. He was seized, on trumped-up charges, 
a id sent in chains to Spain. There he lay in prison 
for six years. He was then condemned by the 
(ouncil of the Indies, stripped of his honors and 
' ties, and sentenced to exile in Africa. ^Meanwhile 
:i had become the subject of a learned controversy 
anong clerical pamphleteers as to the propriety of 
a layman's performing miracles. His end is not 
l-aown, though he is said to have been living in 
"pain twenty years later. Of his companions only 
' le black Estevanico played a conspicuous part 
1 later history in America. We shall hear anon 

,. aw Estevanico became a permanent figure in 
Indian tradition. 



CHAPTER m 

HERNANDO DE SOTO 

HERNANDO DE SOTO was about thirty-six years of 
age when he was appointed adelantado of Florida. 
He was "a gentleman by all four descents," and 
had recently been created by the Emperor a knight 
of the order of Santiago. He had already led a 
career of adventure not often equaled. He had 
served under Pedrarias in Nicaragua, and, by his 
marriage to Pedrarias's daughter, Dona Isabel, had 
become brother-in-law to Balboa, discoverer of the 
Pacific. Later, in following the fortunes of Pizarro 
in Peru, he had "distinguished himself over all the 
captains and principal personages present, not only 
at the seizure of Atabalipa [Atahualpa, the Inca], 
lord of Peru, and in carrying the City of Cuzco, but 
at all other places wheresoever he went and found 
resistance." Thus does the Gentleman of Elvas, 
comrade of Don Hernando and narrator of his ex
ploits, pen his biography in a line. A man of blood 

46 
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a id iron, wherever he ' 'found resistance" there Her

nando de Soto was roused to action. He brooked 

neither opposition from foes nor interference from 

Llends; and, for him, no peril, no hardship, could 

surpass in bitterness the defeat of his will. His 

nature was to be read plainly in his swarthy, 

STongly lined face and burning black eyes, and in 

tie proud carriage of his head; so that, though he 

ras hardly more than of medium stature, men re-

1 larked him and gave him room. He had an agree-

[ ble smile a t rare moments: he was renowned for 

[3urage, and }iî  skill as a horseman was noted 

[mong those lovers of horses, the Spanish no-

I les. He was able to set up a fine establishment 

I nd to lend money to the Emperor Charles V, 

lom whom he was seeking high office. And so the 

'Imperor made him Governor of Cuba and adelan-

ido of Florida. Xarvaez had pictured in Florida 

nother Mexico. De Soto hoped to find there 

• nother Peru. 

The news of De Soto's expedition took his 

countrymen by storm. When Vaca, fresh from 

liis wanderings, appeared at court and told his 

great tale, the enthusiasm increased. Rich nobles 

sold their estates, their houses, vineyards, and 

olive-fields, their plate and jewels, their towns of 
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vassals, to participate in the venture. There as
sembled in Seville so many '* persons of noble ex
traction" that a large number of those who had 
sold all they liad were forced to remain behind for 
want of shipping. De Soto mustered his volunteers 
for review at the port of Sanliicar. Here he 
scanned them carefully and picked out his men, 
who were then counted and enlisted. They num
bered six hundred. And, considering the small size 
of the ships of that day, they and their supplies 
must have been tightly packed in the nine vessels 
that bore them from Spain. 

On Sunday morning of the day of St. Lazarus, 
April, 1538, Hernando de Soto in a "new ship 
fast of sail " led his fleet over the bar of Sanlucar, 
"with great festivity." From every vessel artillery 
roared at his command, and trumpets sounded. 
Favorable winds urged his vessels on; his adored 
Dona Isabel was beside him, adventure and fame 
were before him. 

On Pentecost Day the ships were moored in the 
harbor of Santiago de Cuba. All the horsemen and 
footmen of the town surged down to the landing; 
and Don Hernando and Doiia Isabel, followed by 
their train of six hundred, rode into the city, where 
they were "well lodged, attentively visited, and 
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sjercd by all the citizens." From Santiago Don 
jHernando sent Dona Isabel and the ships to Ha-
iAa;ia, his port of embarkment for Florida; while 
ifVTith one hundred and fifty horsemen he made a 
.101 r of the cities under his authority. Presently 
l̂e heard that his ships bound for Havana had ex
perienced severe storms, which had swept them out 
of their course and separated them. But after 
ilo:tv davs thev had all come safelv to Havana. 
L iving his cavalcade to follow as it might, Don 
F rnando mounted and made all speed to Havana 
i li Dona Isabel. 

)n Sundav, INIav 18, 1539, De Soto said farewell 
) his wife and sailed from Havana for Florida, the 
; d still reputed to be " the richest of any which 
ii til then had been discovered"; and on the thir-

th he landed his men near an Indian town on 
I mpa Bay. Here the Spaniards immediately had 
I )rush with the nativ(\s, who let drive at the ar
il )red horsemen with their arrows. Two savages 
w re killed; the others fled through wooded and 
bcggy country where the horses could not follow. 
A id, when the Spaniards lay in camp that night 
they could see flames come out against the black
ness, dwindling in the distance to specks like fire-
fiies, as the Indians passed their fiery warning 
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inland. Two days later they came upon a des<?r 
town of eight huts. De Soto established hea 
quarters there and sent out several companies 
horse and foot to explore. He ordered the wooc 
felled " the distance of a crossbow shot" around th 
town. He set sentinels about the place and d̂ fi 
tailed horsemen to go the rounds. After haviii,'i 
made all secure, he lodged himself in the chief'!; 
house. And there, in the dust flooring, under hi t 
torch's glare, he found a small scatter of pearl-
They were ruined by the fire used in boring ther 
for beads; but to him they were typical of tb 
jewelled chain of fortune which should link hin 
with greatness to his life's end and as long afte 
as men's tongues should wag. So had Narvaei 
thought when he found the golden ornament. 

When the exploring parties returned they conic 
relate that the Indians of Florida were no nieai 
foes. One party brought back six men wounded — 
one so badly that he died. But they had captured 
four women. Another party brought in a man — 
a white man. This was Juan Ortiz, of noble lin
eage, follower of the fortunes of Xarvaez, and for 
the last eleven years a slave among the savages. 
He had entered Florida with Xarvaez, but instead 
of following his leader inland, had stuck to the ships 
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iml had returned to Cuba. Then Narvaez's wife 

lad sent him back to Florida in a pinnace to look 

•or her husband, and there he had been taken 

:'a! tive. An Indian girl, he said — apparently a 

ou totype of Pocahontas — had romantically saved 

us life, just as he was about to be roasted alive a t 

lb. command of her father. In passing from tribe 

to tribe, sometimes in barter, sometimes as a fugi-

tî :% Ortiz had become conversant with several dia-

iei ts and he could now play the role of interpreter. 

î De Soto's eager inquiries he answered tha t he 

I 11 seen no gold nor jewels, but had heard of a rich 

I )intry thirty leagues inland. This was enough. 

. Soto now dispatched his ships to Cuba for more 

; 1 )plies and ordered his company to make ready 

) march. 

Phis was the beginning of three years of restless 

' ndering, in the course of which De Soto and his 

J n traversed Florida, Georgia, Carolina, Ten-

H' vsee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas,Oklahoma, 

Louisiana, and Texas. 

Leaving at the camp a garrison of fifty footmen 

w'th thirty horses and food for two years, on Au

gust 1,1539, De Soto set out. In his train were some 

five hundred and fifty lancers, crossbowmen, and 

arquebusiers, about two hundred horses, a number 



52 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

of priests and Dominican friars — with the sacre, 
vessels, vestments, and white meal for the Mass;ci 
physician and his medicines; a ship's carpenter] 
calkers, and a cooper for the boat-building thai 
might be necessary on inland waters — perhaps t 
construct a ship to bear Don Hernando to Chinji 
bv that fabled waterwav Columbus had not found 
And there were armorers and smiths, with their 
forges and tools, for mail shirts must be mended be 
times, swords tempered, and the great bulk of iroi 
chains and iron slave-collars kept in good repair. 

They were bound northwestward to the countn 
of Cale. Indians had told them that beyond Gale, 
"towards the sunset," lay a land of perpetual sum
mer where there was so much gold that, when ih 

people came down to war with the tribes of Cale, 
" they wore golden hats like casques." 

On towards that land of golden hats went the 
Spaniards; over low thicketed country full of bogs 
and swamps, where the horses, weighted by their 
own armor and their heavily accoutered riders, 
mired and floundered. They crossed several small 
rivers on logs, swimming the horses over by a haw
ser. This was not the coimtry, "very rich in 
maize," which Indians had told them stretched 
along the way to Cale. Pinched hy himger, the 
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Soaniards ate young palm shoots and water cresses 
"without other thing." And, from the thickets 
about the bogs and marshes, invisible savages sent 
a rain of arrows upon them. 

" H e came to Cale and found the towTi aban
doned," tersely writes the Gentleman of Elvas. 
(ale was a huddle of mud and palmetto huts some-
? here on the Suwanee River. But there was ripe 
maize in the Indian fields, enough to supply De 
' 3to's men for three months; three men were killed 
: Liring the husking. The Indians kept under cover, 
1 id no slaves could be taken; so the Spaniards were 
" irced to grind their own corn for bread. Some of 
I leni ground it in the log mortars they found in the 
[ )wn and sifted the flour through their mail shirts. 
j he majority, disdaining this menial toil, ate the 
• rains "parched and sodden." 

Xo golden hats were found in Cale, so De Soto 
pushed on northwestward to Caliquen. Along his 
route he set a company of his horsemen and a pack 
cf greyhounds sharply to wo '̂k catching Indians. 
For an army in a strange land needed guides; and 
gentlemen unskilled in bread-making needed slaves. 
Like Cortes he made a practice of seizing the chief 
of each town on his march — after an exchange of 
compliments and fraternal testimonials. Then he 
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held him to insure the tribe's peaceful conduct; 

and forced him to supply food and men and women 

for the use of the army. 
De Soto's first pitched battle with the Indians 

resulted from an attempt made by the natives of 
Caliquen to rescue their chief. Ortiz, who knew 
their language, informed him of the plot. Four 
hundred natives stationed themselves outside the 
camp and sent two of their number to demand their 
chief's release. De Soto took the chief bv the hand 
and led him out, accompanied by a dozen foot 
soldiers; and then, having thrown the Indians oS 
guard by this strategy, he ordered the trumpet 
sounded. Shouting their battle cry of "Santiago" 
the Spaniards bore down upon the Indians, and, 
after a brief fierce fight, routed them and killed 
from thirty to forty, while the rest leaped into two 
nearby lakes to escape the horsemen's lances. The 
Spaniards surrounded one of the lakes; and during 
the night some, more alert-eyed than others, ob
served the odd phenomenon of water-lilies slowly 
moving inshore over the moonlit surface of the 
water. The Indians had put the lihes on their 
heads and were swimming noiselessly and with 
barely a ripple towards land. The Spaniards 
rushed in, to their horses' breasts, and drove them 



HERNANDO DE SOTO 55 

back. The next day all but a few were captured 
a id divided among the Spaniards as slaves. The 
forges were in full blast that day for the riveting of 
diains and iron collars. 

But, though chained, the natives of Caliquen were 
not tamed. They rose against their captors, seized 
tlieir weapons, and, whether lances or swords, 
h mdled them as if accustomed to use them all their 
li/es; so says the Gentleman of Elvas, who took 
pirt in the melee. "One Indian, in the public 
> ird of the town, with blade in hand, fought like 
I bull in the arena, until the halberdiers of the 
. overnor, arriving, put an end to him." 

A further march of about thirty miles brought 
le Spaniards to a town of the Appalachees near 

I allahassee, probably the same visited by Xarvaez. 
'here they found the October fields of grain, beans, 
id pumpkins ready to harvest, and decided to go 

: ito camp for the winter. From this point De Soto 
( spat died communications to his ships at Tampa 
iiid sent letters, with a present of twenty Indian 
women captives, to be carried to Dona Isabel in 
Cuba. The army remained in camp till ^Nlarch. 

Besides the men sent to the ships at Tampa Bay 
— who were to bring back the garrison left there 
— De Soto sent out two exploring parties. One 
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of these parties discovered Pensacola Bay, The 
other came suddenly upon a beautiful bay a t no 
great distance from the camp. Its blue waves, with 
the amethystine streak characteristic of Southern 
waters, were vivid under the sun, which smote to 
glistening scattered white objects like little heaps 
of pearl along its shore. This bay was the Bay 
of Horses, whence Narvaez and his men had set 
out in their horsehide boats. The glistening white 
heaps were the bleached bones and skulls of their 
slain mounts. 

Besought by his men " t o leave the land of Flor
ida," lest they all perish like N^arvaez, De Soto 
sternly replied that he would never turn back. In 
his heart he had already resolved to go on until he 
should find the golden country he sought; or, fail
ing in that search, to perish rather than return 
to bear the chagrin of seeing himself outdone by 
some other conquistador who, by greater perse
verance, might discover "another Mexico" in the 
great interior. 

So, on March 3, 1540, De Soto broke camp and 
took his way northeastward, across the present 
State of Georgia, through the country of the Creeks. 
Towards the end of April he reached a town called 
Cufitachiqui. I t was on the Savannah River, 
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probably somewhere below Augusta; Indian tradi-
cion locates it at the modem Silver Bluff. The ca
ries, or chieftainess, richly draped in furs and feath-
:̂TS, with loops of pearls depending from her neck, 
i;TO>sed the river in a canoe to greet Don Hernando, 
accompanied by her men of state and followed by 
a. fleet of canoes laden with gifts for the visiting 
prince. After speeches of welcome, she took off a 
l;ir, e string of pearls and threw it about De Soto's 
necv. Then she offered more canoes brought to 
cor vey him and his men to the other side. Seeing 
111 the pearls rejoiced him, she told him that if he 
î̂  nld open the burial mounds he would find many 
n ) e and that, in some deserted towns nearby, 
•*li' might load all his horses with them." So 
I']' n the graves at Cufitachiqui De Soto took three 
;b .idred and fifty pounds of pearls "and figures of 
b ies and birds made of them." He found also a 
d r ; and some rosaries that had once belonged 
to Vvllon's followers. 

t 

it Cufitachiqui De Soto's men desited to make 
;a settlement. I t was a favorable point to begin 
colonization. I t lay but two days' journey from the 
sea " to which could come all the ships from New 
Spain"; and it was "a good country, and one fit 
in which to raise supplies." But De Soto was 
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looking for another treasure such as he had wrestej 
from the Inca in Peru and he "would not be COD̂  
tent with good lands nor pearls," saying thai' 
"should a richer country not be found, they coul(' 
always return to that who would." He then askec' 
the cacica if there were "any great lord farther OD 
and was blandly told of the rich province of Chiaha 
subject to a chief of Coosa. To seek this new goal 
he resolved to go at once, and "being an inflexibli 
man, and dry of word, who, although he liked t 
know what the others all thought and had to saj 
after he once said a thing he did not like to be o[ 
posed, and as he ever acted as he thought best, a 
bent to his will . there were none who woul 
say a thing to him after it became known that h 
had made up his mind." I t was discovered pres 
ently that this red-skinned Cleopatra now wishe 
to slip away from her Antony, and without gi\ 
ing him carriers for his supplies, "because of th 
outrages committed upon the inhabitants." Si 

De Soto put her under guard and carried her awaj 
i 

on foot with her female slaves. This treatment 
as the Gentleman of Elvas remarks, "was not* 
proper return" for the hospitality and affectionati 
welcome he had received. 

Seven days' marching brought the Spaniard' 
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'tito the country of the Cherokees; and five days 

^ter they reached Xualla, a Cherokee town above 

l̂e junction of the Tuckaseegee and Oconna-Luf-

«?e rivers in Swain County, North Carolina. On 

lie way the cacica of Cufitachiqui had escaped; 

ind — more untimely loss — had carried into the 

tekets with her " a cane box, like a t runk," full of 

mlored pearls. " A n d the Governor, not to give 

)lftise, permitted it so, thinking that in Guaxulle 

i-- TOuld beg them of her when he should give her 

e e to depart ." Still pushing on towards tha t 

'* i best province," De Soto crossed the Smoky 

IS :mtains and went into Tennessee. He tarried 

a jruaxule, where the chief's house stood on a 

tj ' i t mound, surrounded by a terrace on which 

111' a dozen men could walk abreast. Here he 

w • fortunate enough to get three hundred ' 'dogs" 

- lerhaps opossums — as meat for his army. But 

tl hilly country was unprofitable to man and 

be^st. De Soto therefore turned south into Geor-

iriju to see tha t "greatest prince" of Coosa. There 

\\a.- no lack of food as he pressed on southward; for 

th' natives willingly contributed mulberries, nuts, 

maize, and wild turkeys. 

De Soto's course took him down the Coosa 

Ei\-er to Chiaha, a town of the Creeks. Coosa, 
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in Talladega County, Alabama, where men ar 
beasts waxed fat on the abundance of the land, w, 
reached on the 26th of July. Remembrance • 
Coosa lingered with these Spaniards and lure 
some of them back in after years. The chief» 
Coosa, arrayed in a wonderful shawl of marte 
skins — in mid-July, and in Alabama! — and pn 
ceded by men playing upon small flutes, came oi 
to meet De Soto and invited him to settle in L 
country. But De Soto was not interested in fur 
and he saw no gold in Coosa. So, after havir 
seized a number of slaves and the chief himself, 1 
went on, southward now, through Alabama. N e 
the Alabama River he was shown another gloon 
memento of Spanish adventurers in that land. Th 
was the dagger of Theodoro, the Greek, who ha 
come ashore at the river's mouth to get fresh watt 
for Narvaez's men some eleven years before. 

On the 15th of October, having crossed the Al; 
bama, De Soto reached Ma villa, a large town nea 
the present Choctaw Bluff. The name ^lavilla L 
preserved in that of Mobile, city and ri\'er. A 
Mavilla was fought the fiercest combat of the en
tire march. The Indians soon set upon the Span
iards and drove them outside the walls of the town-
They seized all the baggage, including provisions, 
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giome arms, and the three hundred and fifty pounds 
1̂ pearls, gathered in the slaves, struck off their 

p^kins and armed them. De Soto drew up his army 
j ^ i made a fierce assault upon the stockade, while, 
[i\ithin one of the houses, some soldiers, a priest, 
j,aatl a friar, who had been trapped there, fought off 
tk Indians at the door with swords and clubs. De 
3̂oto ordered the town fired; and, as the flames 

tiu st forth from the roofs and the natives at-
1 

, tei ipted to flee, he broke through with his soldiery 
M\ I took possession. Eighteen Spaniards and 
t ' :lve horses were killed, and one hundred and 
f t / Spaniards and seventy horses were badly 
\ 3inded with arrows. The Indians were slaught-
îc 11 almost to a man; for, as they attempted 
t[i flee, the Spanish horsemen drove them back 
i ') the burning town. There, "losing the hope 
(I ascape, they fought valiantly; and the Chris-

jti IS getting among them with cutlasses, they 
lo' nd themselves met on all sides by their strokes, 
"wlen many, dashing into the flaming houses, were 
,smothered, and, heaped one upon another, burned 
,to death. . . . The struggle lasted so long that 
many Christians, weary and very thirsty, went to 
driak at a pond nearby, tinged with the blood of 
the killed." In the fire were consumed all the 
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baggage and supphes, the pearls, and the vessekjiii 

for the Mass. : 

Now De Soto, himself severely wounded, — fa:i 
always he led his men when he ordered an attacti 
— heard that a t the coast, six days distant, ship [ 
from Cuba commanded by his lieutenant, Maldo; 
nado, rode a t anchor waiting for news of him ad i 
bearing supplies for the army, as well as letter 
from Dona Isabel. But he ordered that this ir 
formation be kept from his men, who were already 
disillusioned about golden Florida and eager t 
leave it. The pearls which he had intended to senc 
to Cuba "for show, that their fame might raise tht 
desire of coming to Florida," had been destroyed 
and as he feared the effect of sending word of him
self without "either gold or silver, or other thinf 
of value." he determined to send no news o 

himself until he should have discovered a ricl 
country. So the ships waited their appointee 
time, and then sailed home again, bearing to Cuba 
no word of its Governor, and to Dona Isabel 
only silence. j 

v̂  At the time of his decision De Soto's force wasj 
lessened bv one hundred and two men, who had 
been slain or lost on his long march; the remainder 
were in tatters, or naked, under their rusty mail; 
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nany of his horses, all his supplies and extra cloth-

ng. and his slim booty were destroyed; and his men 

10 longer shared what little hope may have re

gained to him of ever reaching tha t richest prov-

TC "beyond." But if his decision, made for his 

)'iile and his honor and against the love of his wife 

IHI' his own chances of survival, cost him any-

iii ig, no hint of that cost passed his stern lips. 

Fo twentv-ei<iht davs he rested a t ^lavilla to 

ill' \v the wounded, who dressed their wounds with 

:hf fat of the slain Indians, to recover; then he 

t .k up the search again. 

' )n the ITtli of November De Soto moved north-

s; tward in quest of another Promised Land, a 

[ ! ee called Pacaha. He crossed the Black AYarrior 

: 1 the Tombigbee r i \ers and a month later en-

t 'd a Chickasaw town in the present State of 

r ssissippi, where he went into winter quarters. 

-J :'ore spring he had liis troubles with the proud 

1.1 1 warlike Chickasaws. Some of the natives, 

ai ight in theft, were executed; and another, "his 

Li:ids having fir>t been cut off," wa.> scut back to 

tl ' chief as a \i>il)le warning. Four Spaniards, 

who pillaged some Indian houses, almost met with 

a:> hard a fate; for De Soto, stern with friend and 

IOC alike, ordered two of them put to death and the 
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other two deprived of their goods. Deaf to alli 

pleas, he would have seen the sentence carri( Q 

out but for the subtlety of Ortiz, the interprete I 

who translated the complaints of the Indians in 

prayers for pardon. 

When, in ]\Iarch, De Soto was ready to depar 
he made his usual demand for male carriers and i 

women. The Chickasaws considered this an ii 
suit to be wiped out in blood. They fell upon tl 
Spaniards at dawn; and, "by the time those in t' I 
town were aware, half the houses were in flames. 
The men, running in confusion from the fir 
blinded by the smoke and the glare, not able tafii 
their arms nor to saddle their horses, fell easy pn 

to the native archers. The horses snapped the 
halters and stampeded, or were burned to death i 
their stalls. I t would have been a complete victor 
for the Indians — and the end of the expedition -
if the natives had not believed that the thunder c' 
hoofs meant that the cavalry was gathering to fa 
upon them. They fled, leaving only one dead oi; 
the field. He had been killed with a lance by D'̂ | 
Soto, who was unhorsed in the act because hi 
saddle girth was loose. Eleven Spaniards and fifty 
horses perished. The army then quickly moved tu 
another town and turned to at making saddles and 
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iaices from ash, and grass mats, to protect their 

Qfked bodies from the cold. Towards the end of 

Aĵ ril, De Soto started on, northwestward, and, 

during the first week in May, 1541, not far from 

the Chickasaw Bluffs, he stood on the east bank of 

the ^lississippi River. 

On the plains, a crossbow's shot from the steep 

ti nbered bank, the army pitched camp. De Soto 

SI t his men at once to felling trees and constructing 

V ssels in which to cross the river; for on the west 

;1 ore to the north, lay the "richest province" of 

Ucaha, whither he was bound. Presentlv the 

; cique of Aquixo, or Arkansas, came over to visit 

1 m, with his lesser chiefs and two hundred war-

ii>rs. The chiefs sat in the sterns of their canoes 

ider skin awnings; and chiefs and warriors were 

' )ainted with ochre, wearing great bunches of 

lite and other plumes of many colors." Some 

t 4d "feathered shields in their hands, with which 

t ev sheltered the oarsmen on either side, the war-

n^rs standing erect from bow to stern, holding 

bows and arrows. These were fine-looking 

nen, very large and well-formed; and what with 

the awnings, the plumes, and the shields, the pen

nons, and the number of people in the fleet, it ap

peared like a famous armada of galleys." The 
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canoes also bore gifts of furs, buffalo robes, dried 

fruits, and fish for the white chief. These the ca

cique sent ashore; bu t when De Soto and lli^ men 

came down to the water's edge, making signs to 

him to land, he hastily ordered his oarsmen to re

treat, evidently in apprehension of the strange men 

in armor the like of which he had never seen before. 

De Soto, <ou^truing tlii> as hostility, ordered the 

crossbowmen to fire. Half a dozen Indian^ fell; 

but the canons continued to retirr in good ord- r, 

not an Indian "leaving the oar, even though the one 

next to him might have fallen." During the month 

consumed in barge-building, the Indian-- aj)peared 

in midstream st'\-t_Tal tinier but came no nearer. 

Early one June morning the barges wrrr jt;i>^ing to 

and fro aeru>^ the Mi^^i>^ippi; and by >unri>e all 

the men and horses were on the we>t bank. The 

barges were then taken to pieces and the iron spikes 

were kept for making other vesseK when ii'cdt .1. 

Marching north through Arkansa--, from some 

captives now De Soto heard more of Chisca, beyond 

Pacaha, where there was much gold. He found the 

towns along hi^ route deserted. The inhabitants 

had fied and hidden themselves; but the Span

iards felt their presence in the arrow flights which 

descended on them from the ravines and thick 
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ti nber, as they paused to find the best crossings 

o '̂er streams and marshes. After crossing Fifteen-

Mile Bayou in St. Francis County, Arkansas, they 

marched all day until sunset over flooded ground. 

The water was sometimes as high as their waists. 

At night they reached Casqui, "where they found 

the Indians off their guard, never having heard of 

tl em." They seized all the buffalo robes and furs 

i: the town and many of the men and wom^n. The 

t wns here were thickly set in a very fruitful coun-

t y; so that , while the footmen were despoiling one 

.' iwn, the horsemen could sweep down upon another. 

[ e Soto made friends with the chief of Casqui, who 

?as on bad terms with the chief of Pacaha, and 

i t up a cross in his town. After having "paci-

•id" Pacaha, De Soto reconciled its chief to the 

r'lief of Casqui and entertained both worthies a t 

inner. Whereupon the chief of Casqui gave De 

^"jto his daughter to wife; and the chief of Pa-

(iha, by an equally simple marriage ceremony, 

^ ive him two of his sisters, Macanoche and Mo-

ctiila. Of the Pacaha ladies the discriminating Gen-

t email of Elvas says: "They were symmetrical, 

tall, and full; Macanoche bore a pleasant expres

sion; in her manners and features appeared the 

lady; the other was robust." 



68 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

Again it was the same old story. No gold was 
found at Pacaha; but, a t Caluga "beyond," there 
was said to be some. So eighty men were sent out 
to look over Caluga and to discover the best road 
to Chisca, where there was gold in plenty and a 
copper foundry! We can only conjecture as to 
what the Indians were trying to tell De Soto when 
he visualized, from their signs, a copper foundry. 
When his party of explorers returned after a week's 
journey northward across ^Missouri, they could re
port no gold, but they had heard of the great 
buffalo-covered prairies beyond. In their wander
ings they had perhaps reached the Osage, or even 
the Kansas. 

These dispiriting reports determined Don Her
nando not to seek for Chisca and its fabled gold. 
After a rest of some weeks in Pacaha he moved 
westward across northern Arkansas to the abun
dant grain fields of Tanico, probably on the Neosho 
River in Oklahoma. Here he halted for a month 
to gamer supplies and fatten his horses. From 
Tanico he turned southeastward. He crossed the 
Arkansas in the vicinity of Fort Smith on the di
viding line between Oklahoma and Arkansas, and 
went into winter quarters about thirty miles east of 
the line at an Indian town named Autiamque on 
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^ south bank of the Arkansas River. Here the 
•Spaaiards spent three months, during one of which 

sron̂  fell almost continuously. The shackled In-

^ dial IS built a high palisade about the camp, hauled 
wood for fires, and trapped rabbits for food. Juan 

Ort z, the castaway of Narvaez's expedition, died 
^t Autiamque; and, as he was the only man with 
Ja I ir knowledge of Indian speech, his loss was a 
^Serous blow to De Soto's army. 

t ^ pring came, and in March, 154̂ 2, De Soto broke 
^Qi' p and continued down the Arkansas. By this 
ti 3.', of the six hundred who had come with him 

-fi M Spain "he had not over three hundred effi-
<* 11 men, nor more than forty horses. Some of the 
d) a >ts were lame, and useful only in making out the 
;J[i V of a troop of cavalry; and, for the lack of iron, 

"̂ t! ' had gone a year without shoes." De Soto re-
Qs< ed now to go to the seacoast, which he imagined 
11')( e not far off. There he would build two vessels, 
iont to be sent to New Spain and the other to Cuba, 
[i"c: Iculating, out of his property there, to refit and 
ifagain go back to advance, to discover and to con-
iquer farther on towards the west." I t was three 
ifl years since he had been heard of by Dona Isabel, 
31 nor did he know how she fared. In April he 
c reached Guachoya, at the mouth of the Arkansas, 
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and, as usual, lodged his men in the town, froE 
which most of the natives had fled at his approacij 
To ascertain how near the sea was, he sent several! 
men down the ^Mississippi, but when they returnee 
after more than a week's absence it was to tell hin 
that only the river's tide, to bayous and swampi 
stretched for miles upon miles below. Xor coulc 
the Indians they had captured down the river tel' 
them of any other great water. 

No news of the sea — and men and horses dv 
ing off; his little company ringed round with hostilt 
tribes, whom he had treated without mercy in tk 
days of his strength; and no succor anywhere; *'o 
that reflection he pined.*' At the recognition, a 
last, of defeat the strong spirit of Don HernanA 
broke and his bodv weakened under the fever o: 
torment that took hold of him. But still he hac 
nerve. From his straw pallet he dispatched ; 
messenger commanding the chief of Quigaltair 
across the river to send him carriers and provisions; 
for he was the "Child of the Sun," and " whence ht 
came all obeyed him, rendering their tribute.' 
The chief returned answer that the Child of the 
Sun should be able to dry up the river betwea 
them. On that token, he would believe. "L 
you desire to see me come where I am . . . 
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ceither for vou nor for anv man, will I set back 

on' foot." 

Here, a t last, by his words, was the "greatest 

prince" so long sought. De Soto was already low 

Ivthe time his messenger returned; but, on hear-

h; the chief's insolent answer, his haughty spirit 

M zed up once more and he grieved tha t there was 

no bodily force left in him to enable him to cross 

tht river and abate tha t pride. As an object-lesson 

i.o alone to the lofty cacique but also to the In-

di! lis of Guachoya, whose treachery he feared, he 

s tt an expedition to lay waste and slaughter the 

t i n of Nilco some distance off. The Spaniards 

\ (k the inhabitants so entirely by surprise that, 

, [ 'u the captain ordered all males slain, not an In-

c da was readv to draw his bow in defense. " T h e 

c ' s of the women and children were such as to 

c fen those who pursued them. x\bout one hun-

• r il men were slain; nian\' were allowed to get 

;;w IV badlv wounded that thev might strike terror 

h ) those who were absent. So'iie persons were so 

cruel and butcher-like that they killed all before 

them, young and old, not one having resisted little 

IT much." If the Indians of Guachoya had indeed 

been planning an attack, the object lesson had the 

desired effect. 



72 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

De Soto's hour had struck, and he lay dyin^ 
in loneliness. His officers and men, gloomy ovei 
their own prospects and resentful against the com
mander who had led them to .his pass, held aloof — 
"each one himself having need of sympathy, whicl 
was the cause why they neither gave him theii 
companionship nor visited him." On the day be
fore his death he called for them. After giving 
thanks to God, he confessed his deep obligations tc 
them all "for their great qualities, their love and 
loyalty to his person"; and he asked their prayers 
and their forgiveness of any wrongs that he might 
have dealt them. And, to prevent divisions, he re
quested them to elect his successor, saying ''that 
this would greatly satisfy him, abate somewhat tht 
pains he suffered, and moderate the anxiety ol 
leaving them in a country, they knew not where.' 
One officer responded in behalf of all, "consoling 
him with remarks on the shortness of the life oi 
this world," and with many other high-sounding 
cold phrases; and requested the Governor him
self to select their new leader. De Soto chose 
Luis de Moscoso; and the others wilhngly swore tc 
obey him. 

On the morrow, the ^Ist of May, having made his 
last will and his last confession, "departed this life 
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Lnt magnanimous, the virtuous, the intrepid Cidco 

tai I, Don Hernando de Soto, Governor of Cu/ed 

and adelantado of Florida. He was advanced 0̂.1 

fortune, in the way she is wont to lead others, tha t 

le might fall the greater depth." 

The death of the Child of the Sun was kept se

en t from the Indians, from fear of an uprising. 

H:' body was buried at night just within the walls 

(the town and the Indians were told that he had 

. N ended to the Sun; but the natives observed that 

t' earth near the wall had been disturbed and 

MV seen talking among themselves. So, as se-

clv as it had been buried, De Soto's bodv was 

t 1J up. A safer grave must be found for it — a 

£ : ve safer to the hving. Packed with sand to 

V * ght it down, and the ma>s wrapped and closely 

I: nd in "shawls," it was taken out in a canoe to 

Istream, and there under the blackness of the 

li iit — with no sound .save a whispered order and 

«r deep answering note from the waters — it sank 

la ) the river. 

^Vhat were these "shawls," fashioned into a 

winding-sheet for the man who had hungered for 

riches and died empty of them? Were they the 

maatles of marten, deer, and beaver skins the 

Indians wore and which the Spaniards so little 
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r^emed.^ Everywhere about De Soto, on his pasi 
in irches through that great fur-bearing countn 
th(r the "richest province" he sought; and already 
far to the north, the codfishers of France on tbt 
Newfoundland Banks were carrying home furs t 
trade in the markets of St. ]\Ldo and Rouen. Ther 
is the irony of tragedy in the picture of the intrepM 
gold-hunter's body consigned to the keeping of tb 
Father of Waters shrouded in furs — which wei 
to constitute the great wealth of this continent fo' 
more than two hundred vears. On the broad flooc 
of the Mississippi, flowing over De Soto's last rest 
ing place, were to pass the canoes and the pirogue 
of the fur traders, laden with the packs of pel
try which should turn to gold in the French anc 
English markets. 

The adelantado had fallen, but the wanderings 
of his followers were bv no means over. "Sonu 
were glad of the death of Don Hernando de Soto. 
holding it certain that Luis de Moscoso, who wa.-i 
given to leading a gay life, preferred to see himsel' 
at ease in a land of Christians, rather than continue 
the toils of war, discovering and subduing, which 
the people had come to hate, finding the little rec
ompense that followed." After consultation with 



HERNANDO DE SOTO 75 

his officers, Moscoso decided to try to reach Mexico 

by land. On the 5th of June the Spaniards moved 

westward, headed for Panuco. They crossed 

so ithern Arkansas and reached the Red River near 

T-xarkana, but were prevented for a week by a" 

flood from crossing the river. Their march dup)^^. 

cated many past events, in battles with India 

1, slave-catching raids, and amltuslies. At "̂  ̂ ^ 

R'd River they changed their course to the st"''̂ **̂ ^ 

,11 il entered the Caddo villages of eastern T(^^^^^ 

'^ n, veering southwest again, they came to a ^ ^^^' 

er, probably the middle Brazos. Here, ^^ ' 

Iissouri and Oklahoma, they heard of th '̂ ^ lexas 

1 lins beyond, but did not reach tlicL-"^ *^̂ ^ ^ ^ 

; d come, winter was on the way, and'̂ *^^^^* '̂̂  

" promised little succor through the 7^*^ along 

li'-iw. So they turned back on their trai ' ^^ take 

the villages on the ^Mississippi near the^^ 

y the Arkansas, where De Soto had died. 

They now resolved to descend the Great Ri^^^^ 

which must somewhere empty into the sea. ^̂  

order to do so they must build a fleet of brigantine^ 

capable of weathering the winds and billows of thF^ 

00 .'an. And now ^loscoso performed a feat in ship-"^ 

building, parallel to that of Narvaez at the Bay of 

Horses. At his orders timber was felled; a forge 
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"in the apparel of Spain" told them in their own 
tongue that there was a Christian town fifteen 
leagues inland; " they felt as though life had been 
newly given them; many, leaping on shore, kissed 
the ground; and, all on bended knees, with hands 
raised above them, and their eyes to heaven, re
mained untiring in giving thanks to God.'' Weather-
beaten and toil-worn, they entered the town, each 
man clad in deerskins "dressed and dyed black" 
and carrying his pack on his back; and all went 
directly to the church to return thanks for their 
preservation and to take part " in the divine offices 
which for a long season had not been listened to 
by them." The three hundred and ten men were 
warmly received by their countrymen and treated 
to the best the country provided. 

In October, that Maldonado who had waited in 
vain at Pensacola Bay to deliver to Don Hernando 
Dona Isabel's letters and had twice since sought 
for him along the Florida coast, arrived at Vera 
Cruz. And he bore back to Cuba the news of Don 
Hernando's fate. When Dona Isabel learned of 
her husband's death she withered under the blow 
and died within a few davs. x\nd there was no man 
now in the Spanish islands who desired to tempt 
heaven in the barren land of Florida. 



CHAPTER IV 

CORONADO, CABRILLO, AND VIZCAfxO 

.̂ lEAN^̂ ^̂ ILE other Spanish explorers were trying 

t( pierce the Northern Mystery by way of the 

^ cific slope. 

West as well as east, and somewhere in the 

(rth, must lie the waters of the Strait of Anian, 

[ it direct passage from the Atlantic to China, 

indeed the northwestern territory did not actu-

i y abut on Asia. So reasoned the Spanish dons. 

.) the northwest, some said, was an island inhab-

d solely by giantesque Amazons. Inland were 

t e Seven Cities, situated on a great height. Their 

d ors were studded with turquoises, as if feathers 

tr)m the wings of the blue sky had dropped and 

cling there. Within those jeweled cities were 

PMole streets of goldsmiths, so great was the store 

of shining metal to be worked. 

Indians were ever great story-tellers, delighting 

to weave the tales most pleasant to their hearers. 
79 
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"in the appa-^ndian slave of Nuno de Guzmai 
tongue t h a ^ that credulous official of Xew Spaii 
leagues i^ciful description of the Pueblo towns o: 
newlv -»Iexico. The myth led Guzman north, tc 
the rfuthless conquest of Sinaloa and the found-
ra'g of Culiacan, still the capital city of that 
Mexican state. 

Then, in 1535, came Antonio de ^lendoza from 
Old Spain to be the first Viceroy of Xew Spain. 
Mendoza had soon set his heart on the acquisition 
of those Seven Cities. The arrival of Vaca and 
his companions in the City of Mexico, out of the 
mysterious north, in July, 1536, added fuel to 
Mendoza's desires. An expedition must be fitted 
out immediately, to be led by Vaca's companion 
Dorantes — since Vaca himself was resolved to go 
to Spain. This plan came to nothing for the time 
being, but Vaca left the Moor Estevanico to serve 
Mendoza. 

Three years passed before Mendoza could pre
pare another expedition. Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronado was then (1539) made Governor of Xew 
Galicia and military head of the force designed 
to spread the power of Spain northward. To the 
Franciscan Fray Marcos de Xiza was given the spir
itual leadership of the expedition. Fray Marĉ ĵ ^ 
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had already seen strenuous service, for he had 
been with Pizarro in the conquest of Peru. He 
had also written several works about the country. 
He had high acquirements in theology, cosmog
raphy, and navigation; and he was a hardy trav
el'T, having tramped from Guatemala to 3Iexico. 

To Culiacan Fray Marcos and Coronado jour-
Q: yed in company. Coronado there halted to es
tablish his authority over the outposts of Xew 
G dicia. Fray Marcos, with the Moor Estevanico, 
-{me Mexican Indians, and a few other natives 

lo had come with Vaca's little band to Mexico, 
;'nt on. Estevanico, having wandered through 

rts of the northern land with Vaca, was relied 
1! )on not alone to guide the friars but to insure the 
r endship of the Indians. 

At Vacapa, somewhere in Sonora, Fray Marcos 
used and, *'on Passion Sunday after dinner," 

; at Estevanico ahead to learn what he could. 
Should Estevanico hear tidings of but a fair 
0 untrv he was to send to the friar a small cross; 
for great tidings, across "two handfuls long"; and, 
should he discover a country richer than ^Mexico, 
he was to send a great cross. Imagine the pleasure-
able agitation in the friar's breast, when, four 
days later, some of the Indians who had gone with 

6 
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the Moor came in bearing a cross "as high as a 
man " and a message urging Fray Marcos to follow 
at once. Estevanico had found a new people, who 
had told him of '*the greatest thing in the world." 
He was now at a town but thirty days' journey 
from the turquoise doors of the Seven Cities which,f; 
he had learned, were called Cibola; and beyond 
Cibola there were other rich provinces, each one of 
which was " a much greater matter than those 
seven cities." So, as ever in these tales, the 
splendor within reach was already dimmed by the 
splendor beyond! To Cibola,' therefore, the friar 
set out on the second day after Easter. 

He is supposed to have gone directly north up 
the Sonora valley, though it may have been the 
Yaqui valley. As he went, from time to time he 
planted crosses; for *'it appeared to me suitable 
from here on to perform acts of possession.'' He 
heard from the Indians on his route more details 
of Cibola and of the cities beyond. And he was' 
much surprised to learn that the natives of those 

' Cibola is believed to be a Spanish form of the word Shiwina, 
by which the Zuni called their tribal range. The Spaniards later 
called the buffalo Cibola. I t is customary for writers to state that 
Guzman and Fray Marcos set out to find the Seven Cities of Ci* 
bola, but it was not till Estevanico sent back his report tha t the 
name Cibola was known to the Spaniards. 
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vit'es dressed in habits of gray wool like his own. 

T! I'se were perhaps the blanket garments made of 

7;: row strips of rabbit fur and yucca fiber which 

art >till woven by the Moqui Indians. Through 

th vallev of the San Pedro in Arizona Frav Marcos 

continued northward; then, finding that the stream 

h him too far west, he veered to the northeast 

ai 1 reached the (iihi, above its confluence with the 

N 1 Pedro. Here he learned tha t Estevanico, with 

[ <'e hundred Indians, was cros>Iii,î  the plains to 

t'l • northeast, where the Apaclirs now have their 

- Tvation. After a rest, on ]\Iay !», 15:^0, Fray 

[ircos continued his march to Cibola, which lay 

J ' 'en days beyond. His way now led upward, 

I ouuli rugged country, to a pa-^s not identified, 

1 • ween the Sierra ^louoyoii and Sierra Bhxnca 

' ars. Bad news met him on the Apache plains. 

Indian of the Moor's o t o r t . returning in flight, 

t( 1 him that Kstevanico had been seized and made 

X soner bv the natives of Cibola. 

\\e know very little about the end of Estevanico, 

iiU African who was one of the earliest explorers of 

^'orth America and liad wandered over a greater 

part of its wilderness than any man before him or 

tl;,n any man for long after him. The Arab was 

one of a fearless race, loving freedom no doubt as 
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his tribesmen of the Moroccan deserts today love 
it; and only in the desert could he enjoy it. Lifted 
again out of the thrall of slavery, which had fast
ened on him after his great journey from Florida, 
and given command of some three hundred savages 
to discover the cities of argent traceries and tur
quoise doors, he had made his tour like an Orien
tal chieftain, or like a Moorish prince before the 
Conquest, with pomp and display and the revels 
of power. Gifts were brought him and tribute wa-
exacted. His tall, dusky body soon flaunted robes 
dyed with the colors of the rainbow. Tufts ô  
brilliant feathers and strings of bells dangled from 
his arms and legs. He carried a magical gourd, 
decorated with bells and with one white and one 
scarlet feather; and sent it ahead of him to awe 
the natives in each to^m where he demanded en
trance. A score, perhaps, of Indians formed his 
personal retinue and bore on their shoulders the 
provisions, the turquoises, mantles, and feathered 
ornaments accumulated on the road. Flutes of 
reeds, shell fifes, and fish-skin drums played his 
march across the sunlit mesas. And an ever in
creasing harem of gayly bedecked young women 
swelled the parade of Estevanico, the black Berber 
chief, on his way to the city set in silver and blue.] 
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Perhaps, as has been suggested, the belled and 

feathered gour'i was ' ' bad medicine" to the In

dians of Ha-'dvuh; for, when Estevanico's messen-

gcv presented it with the announcement tha t their 

brd was come to make peace and to cure the sick, 

the IndiiLUS became enraged and ordered the in-

tirlopers out of their country on pain of death. 

Estevanico, disdaining fear, went on. Just out-

5*de the walls of Cibola he was seized. The **sun 

V ^s about a lance high " when the men of Hawikuh 

s ddenly launched their arrows upon his followers. 

• ime of those who, fleeing, looked back, thought 

1 ey had seen Estevanico fall beneath that thick 

1 id of darts. 

'*It is to be believed that a long time ago, when 

' ofs lay over the walls of Kya-ki-me, when smoke 

mg over the hou'C-tops, and the ladder-rounds 

ere still unbroken in Kva-ki-me, then the Black 

-Mexicans came from their abodes in Everlasting 

Fimmerland. . . . Then and thus was killed by 

oir ancients, right where the stone stands down 

hv the arroyo of Kya-ki-me, one of the Black 

Mexicans, a large man, with chilli lips [lips swollen 

from chilli peppers]. . . . Then the rest ran away, 

chased by our grandfathers, and went back toward 

their country in the Land of Everlasting Summer." 
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So, in part, runs the Zuni legend, today, con
cerning the coming and the deatii of Estevanico, 
the Black.' 

Fray Marcos was not only depressed by the news 
of Estevanico's capture, but he was in danger. 
The Indians accompanying him, from various vil
lages along his route, had looked on him as a 
holy man, invulnerable, under the special pro
tection of the morning and evening star, whose 
sign he made with his fingers in prayer and erected 
in wood along his way; for so did they construe the 
cross, their own symbol for the mystical glory 
heralding the dawn and the night. Now they 
were afraid. The friar, after prayer for guidance, 
opened his bales and, by means of gifts, entreaties, 
and threats, persuaded them to go on. Even 
information that surely pointed to Estevanico's 
death — brought by more Indians, wounded and 
bleeding — did not deter him. He would at least 
have a glimpse of that city, if he might not enter 
it. So from a plateau, looking north. Fray Marcos 
saw the pueblo of Hawikuh on a bare hill out
lined against the high timbered flank of the Zuni 
^Fountains. Through the rarefied air, to which 

^ Lowery, Spanish Stitlements, pp. 281-82, as transcribed b y | 
Frank Gushing, authority on Zufii lore and a Zufii by adoption. • 
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tk monk's eyes were not accuwas equipped with 

ap:>eared much nearer than it was-^. horses. For 

Ml oh larger. He raised a mound of stotrv there 

KiiLimtetl by a little cross, **having no implemene, 

;it Kind to make it larger," and took possession of 

iithr city he could see — and of ail cities beyond 

wlich he could not see — and named them the 

p \ V Kingdom of San Francisco. Then he has

te ed after his Indian^, who hat! not waited for him, 

I the homeward trail. '*I returned," he savs, 

'• ith more fear than victuals." In spite of the 

i I n,ue<l demeanor of the tribe on his way back, he 

•; ehed Xew Galicia in safety. 

n the City of Mexico the dtscriptions by Fray 

1 rcos of the great city, as he believed he had 

• ' n it with his very (yes, caused a tumult. An-

Mer Mexico had a t last been found! The dis-

< .ery was proudly proclaimed from every pulpit. 

i" )assed from mouth to mouth among the cavalier 

a'" venturers, dicing and dueling away their time 

anl impatient for richer hazards and hotter work 

!oi their sword>. Such a tale loses nothing by oft 

> ling. I t may be that the entliu-^iasm of liis an-

; il nees even confused the monk's memory some

what, as he told the story over and over, even to 

' i!̂  barber; for he pictured those distant cities as a 
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So, in part , runs •Until nothing was now thoughj 

ceming the co-i but how to reach Cibola and be ric] 

the Bla':'biore. i 

M n a few weeks Mendoza had enlisted a compam 

of three hundred to serve under Coronado. Thi 

majority were of the gentry. Coronado assemble! 

his men at Compostela, near the Pacific coast i 

X^ew Galicia, in February, 1540; and thither wenl 

the Viceroy the long journey from Mexico to sern 

them off with appropriate pomp. I t was the mos 

brilliant review yet held in XVw Spain. Most i 

the cavaliers were astride of the best horses fror 

the stock farms, and had equipped them wit 

colored blankets trailing almost to the grounc 

besides leathern armor and sil\'er-mounted harnes> 

Their own mail was polished like woven sihei 

and the tips of their lances, held erect, flickered ii 

the sun like sparks of fire. Their lu*lmets were o 

iron or tough buUliide. In their train marched tht 

foot soldiers armed with crossbow and ;irt|Uebus. 

some, too, with swords and shield. The thin 

division of the army was composed of several 

hundred Indian allies, their naked bodies s[)lasluH] 

with black, ocher, and vermilion; and their faces 

painted terribly for war, surmounted by the green 

and yellow and crimson plumage of parrots. At 
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iKi'al expense the expedition was equipped with 
paok-mules, cannon, and a thousand horses. For 
food on the way and to stock the new country there 
Tere droves of cattle and sheep, goats, and swine. 
Leading all this splendor, and dulling it by his 
own brighter glory, rode Coronado in golden 
41] nor. If the gray robe of Fray Marcos showed 
k t dingily amid this military brilliance, yet it 
dr'w the awed glances of the spectators no less 
tl in the golden scales of Coronado's coat. This 
f̂i aing army, after all, had still to see what the 
^ Ltnble monk in the drab gown had already seen 
• the magical cities of Cibola. 
To cooperate with Coronado by water, the sea-

II n Alarcon was sent up the coast with three 
sels. Alarcon sailed to the head of the Gulf of 

' lifornia and ascended the Colorado River eighty-
li * leagues, perhaps as far as Yuma. Coronado 
I ided his land forces. Leaving the main body 
at Culiacan in charge of Arellano, who was later 
on.' of the unsuccessful adelantados of Florida, 
Coronado pushed on ahead with Fray Marcos and 
iis brother monks, eighty horse, twenty-five foot 
soldiers, some Indians and negroes, and part of 
tj ' artillery. A month later he passed through 
Vaca's Town of the Hearts; and, continuing 
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north over the divide into the San Pedro vallev 
he turned eastward and skirted the Santa Catalin. 
mountains to a small Indian settlement in tin 
vicinity of Fort Grant. Here he turned norti 
ward again, crossed the Gila, and, after fifteei! 
days of hard march, reached the Zuni River. Some 
twenty miles farther on, Coronado and his mei 
caught their first glimpse of Hawikuh. The dis 
appointing sight was like a dash of icewater. Say 
Castafieda, the historian of the expedition: " Whei 
they saw the first village, which was Cibola, sucl 
were the curses that some hurled at Friar Marco 
that I pray God may protect him from them. I 
is a little, crowded village, looking as if it had beei 
crumpled all up together." 

The ruins of Hawikuh, fifteen miles southwes 
of Zufii, today bear out the description of th 
disgusted Castaneda. This first of the Seve 
Cities, however, was not to be taken withoii 
a fight. The Zuni warriors hurled stones OE 
the Spaniards. The golden-plated Coronado wa 
felled and would have been killed but for the 
heroism of one of his officers who "bestrode hiir 
like a good knight, shielded him and dragged 
him to safety." But the Spaniards could not hi 
resisted. They entered the village and foiAt 
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lotd there, which was the thing they wer<|; most 
'' in need of. / 

Coronado renamed this hill stronghold (Jranada 
i —possibly in irony — and sojourned there until 
recovered from his wounds. A deputation of In
dians came to him to make peace, while the rest 
oi the tribesmen removed to their war towns on 
T; under Mountain. Once more fit for the saddle, 
Ci ronado set about the pacification of the prov-
xe; then sent an expedition to Tusayan, the 
M sent Moqui towns in Arizona, ,and messengers 
) Mexico with reports to ^Mendoza. With them 
int Fray Marcos, "because he did not think it 
I s safe for him to stay in Cibola, seeing that his 
= >ort had turned out to be entirely false, because 

' li Kingdoms he had told about had not been 
'ind, nor the populous cities, nor the wealth of 

, d.nor the precious stones which he had reported, 
] r the fine clothes, nor other things that had been 
proclaimed from the pulpits/ ' Thus did Casta-
Q'da, the historian, twenty years later bitterly 
enumerate the list of disappointments experienced 
b\ himself and others of Coronado's army in the 
province of the Seven Cities. 

ti While Coronado was at Hawikuh, or "Gran-
Va<i," detachments of his army were penetrating 
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other^'.ections of the new country. Arellano, wiij 
the main body left at Culiacan, was marching I 
Cibola. Melchior Diaz, one of Coronado's ables 
scouts, was trying to make junction with Alarcor 
ships. Diaz touched the Colorado River soni 
distance above its mouth. He found letters Itfl 
by Alarcon, and met the giant Yuma Indians -
perhaps in the vicinity of the city of Yuma, whe' 
the Gila River empties into the Colorado. The 
Indians were then as now of unusual height ar 
powerfully made, so that one man could lift a 1̂  
which several Spaniards could not move. Th< 
went stark naked and in cold weather carried fir 
brands to keep them warm. So Diaz called t! 
Colorado Rio del Tizon, or Firebrand River. He 
Diaz died from an accidental lance thrust, and h 

band returned to Sonora. 

Meanwhile a report from the Moqui counti 
came to Coronado of a great river flowing fi' 
down between red mountain walls. This ne îs 
inspired Coronado to send Lopez de Cardenas — 
the "good knight" who had saved his life — ic' 
have a look at it; and here is the description oi 
Grand Canyon by Cardenas, the first white man 
to view the great gorge of the Colorado, as set dowD 
by Castaneda: 
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Alter they had gone twenty days* march they came to 
the banks of a river, which are so high that from the 
eô e of one bank to the other appeared to be three or 
four leagues in the air. The country was elevated and 
fu 1 of low twisted pines, very cold, and lying open to-
P rd the north. . . . They spent three days on this 
bank looking for a passage down to the river, which 
IfKjked from above as if the water were six feet across, 
a. hough the Indians said it was half a league wide. 
\ was impossible to descend, for after those three days 
I iptain Melg(tsa and one Juan Galeras and another 
c mpanion, who were the three lightest and most agile 
1 u, made an attempt to ^̂ o down at the least difficult 
S tee, and went down until those who were above were 
L able to keep sight of them. They returned about 
c ir o'clock in the afternoon, not having succeeded in 
i iching the bottom on account of the great difficulties. 

Thev said thev had been down about a third of 
il >' way and that the river seemed very large from the 
')) ice which they reached. . , . Those who stayed 

ove had estimated that some huge rocks on the sides 
the cliffs seemed to be about as tall as a man, but 

., ose who went down swore that when they reached 
I ese rocks they were bigger than the great tower 
c: Seville.' 

While Cardenas was looking a t t he Grand Can

yon, some Indians , led by one whom the Spaniards 

nicknamed Bigotes (Whiskers), came to Zuni from 

the east. They told of great towns, and brought 

* Winship, The Coronado Expedition, p. 489. The Giralda» or 
timous bell-tower of the Cathedral of Seville, is 275 feet high. 
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a picture of a buffalo drawn on a piece of hidt, 

Vaca had told of "humpbacked cows," and here 

were people who lived on the very borders of tL; 

cow country. So Hernando de Alvarado was sent 

east with twentv men, instructed to return withi^ 

ciLditv davs, and Frav Juan de Padilla went witl 

him. Some fifty miles east of Zufu Alvarad 

came on the famous pueblo of Acoma, or People <> 

the White Rock, three hundred and fifty-sevei 

feet in the air. Acoma was so lofty, says Cast;i 

fieda *'that it was a very good musket tha t couL 

throw a ball as high." A broad stairway of abou 

two hundred steps began the ascent, then on 

hundred narrower steps followed; and ' ' a t the to] 

they had to go up about three times as high as i 

man by means of holes in the rock, in which the; 

put the points of their feet, holding on a t the sann 

time l>y their hands. There was a wall of larg< 

and small stones a t the top, which they coultl 

roll down without showing themselves, so tha t nv 

army could possibly be strong enough to captun 

the village. On the top they had room to sow and 

store a large amount of corn, and cisterns to collect 

snow and water. ' ' The nativt\s came down to the 

plain and a t first offered battle, but presentlv 

consented to make peace. 
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Proceeding eastward, Alvarado went a week's 

journey beyond to the Tigua villages lying above 

Albuquerque on both sides of the Rio Grande. 

Pressing on, he visited the towns of Cicuye, or 

Pi'cos (in the valley of the upper Pecos River and 

at the foot of the Sant<t Fe mountains) and the 

Biffalo Plains to the east. The Pecos Indians 

r:eived him warmly an I ocorted him into the 

town " with drums and pipes something like flutes " 

I d gave him presents of cloth and turquoises. 

Bv the close of autunm Coronado's several 

1 tachments reassembled in the village of Tiguex 

tar the site of Bernalillo, above Albuquerque. 

:ere thev listened to tales of a new El Dorado 

)m an Indian whom Alvarado had jiicked up 

. d had dubbed El Turco (the Turk) "because he 

.oked hke one." The new El Dorado was called 

livira. El Turco said that in Qui\dra, which 

•' is his own country and far to the east, there was 

'c river two leagues wide, where fish as big as 

brses sported themselves, (ireat numbers of huge 

(,;noes, with twenty rowers on a side and with high 

cirvcil golden prows thrusting up among their 

Thite sails, floated on its surface like water lilies 

on a pond. The chief of that country took his 

iftemoon nap under a tall spreading tree decorated 
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with an infinitude of Httle golden bells on whicl 
gentle zephyrs played his lullaby. Even the com
mon folk there had their ordinary dishes made of 
"wrought p la te" ; and the pitchers and bowls weR 
of solid gold. El Turco could readily prove hi 
tale if only he could recover his wonderful golden 
bracelets of which he had been robbed by the 
natives of Cicuye, the own of Chief Whiskers' 
countrymen where Alvarado had recently been 
entertained with such hospitality and good will. 

So Coronado sent Alvarado back to Cicuve t( 
demand the bracelets. The natives of Cicuyt 
bluntly said that El Tiwco was a liar; whereupoi 
Alvarado put Whiskers and the head chief, a ven 
old man, in chains. Enraged at this treachery, 
the Indians took up their arrows and drove th( 
Spaniards out, denouncing them as men who ha( 
no respect for their word. ' 'This began the wan 
of confidence in the word of the Spaniards when
ever there was talk of peace from this time on,' 
says Castaneda. Coronado followed up the sei
zure of Whiskers and the old chief of Cicuye by a 
levy of three hundred manias, or pieces of cloth. 
The Tiguas, not having the mantas, were stripped 
of their garments. A Spanish officer forcibly pos
sessed himself of an Indian's handsome young wife. 
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Tae Indians rose. In the melee the Spaniards 
W;?re victorious; and presently the natives, from 
tte roofs, were making their symbol of peace — 
tbe cross sign of the evening and morning star. 
The Spaniards made the same sign by crossing 
their spears. The natives threw down their arms. 
Contrary to the peace pledge, some two hundred 
c them were seized and stakes v>'ere erected to 
b̂ u-n them. Seeing the rest of their number 
' beginning to roast," a hundred captives made 
\ iliant, if futile, efforts to defend themselves, 
'nly one or two escaped to warn their friends 
I lat Spaniards speaking peace must never again 
[i trusted. 

Heavy snows and severe cold so hampered 
i le army during the winter that not until early in 
i|)ring was the surrounding country "pacified." 

great many Indians had been slain, but many 
More had escaped to their mountain retreats. In 
1 ain had Coronado sent deputations seeking peace. 
Vhe invariable answer was that the Spaniards were 
fidse men who had desecrated the star svnibol, the 
sign of inviolable peace; the wind of the desert 
might hearken to their promises, but never the 
Indians. So when Coronado took up his march 
he left implacable enemies in his wake. 
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But the **great good news of the Turk gave m 

htt le joy," and the restless conqueror prepared 

to set out for Golden Quivira. Among the Indian> 

news traveled fast, and it is easy to imagini 

the consternation felt by the tribes of the lowc 

Mississippi Valley, in the spring of 1541, to heai 

of the approach of the two great invading expedi

tions from opposite directions, each of which wa-

conquering every tribe and village on the way. D^ 

Soto had reached Tampa Bay in 1539, just abou' 

the time when Fray Marcos came in view o 

Cibola. Coronado had left Culiacan when D< 

Soto was on the Savannah River; when Coronadt 

reached the Rio Grande pueblos, De Soto wa> 

marching south through Alabama toward ]Mobilt 

Bay. While Coronado was in winter quarter^ 

a t Tiguex, on the Rio Grande, in Xew Mexico, 

De Soto was in camp at the Chickasaw \OWD 

in ^Mississippi; and now Coronado entered the 

Texas plains shortly before De Soto crossed 

the Mississippi. 

On April '23, 1541, Coronado set out under the 

guidance of El Turco; and four days later crossed 

the Pecos in the vicinity of Puerto de Luna, 

New Mexico. He continued in an easterlv course 

across the great plains (where the Arab-like 
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ipaches roved and hailed him fearlessly from the 

d ors of their painted skin tents^ and into Texas. 

Here enormous herds of bufi'alo provided an abun-

<lince of meat. Castaneda speaks of seeing the 

syline between the legs of bison grazing a t a 

c >lance. **This countrv," he s;ns, "is like a 

lijwl, SO that when a man sits down, the horizon 

?,rrounds him all around a t the distance of a 

r usket shot." The plains baffled the hunting 

; rties. They wandered in circles about the heaps 

' **cows" thev had killed until musket shots 

m\ the main camp gave them direction; and some 

amters were lost. It seemed as if the vast prairie 

, self designed the d rs lnu t ion of the strangers 

? ho had invaded its solitude, for it wiped out their 

.^lils as the sea obliterates the mark of the keel, 

fastaneda exclaims, wonderingly: ''WTio could 

dieve that a thousand hurso and five hundred of 

ir cows, and more than five thousand rams and 

c ves, and more than fifteen hundred friendly In-

i'uns and servants, in travelling over these plains, 

^ould leave no more trace where they had passed 

. lan if nothing had been there — nothing — so 

. lat it was necessary to make piles of bniu's and 

cow-dung now and then so that the rear-guard 

?ould follow the army. The grass never failed to 
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become erect after it had been trodden down, and, 
although it was short, it was as fresh and straight 
as before." 

June found the army among the Teyas Indians 
in western Texas. By this time so many of El 
Turco's tales had been disproved that he traveled 
in irons. Food and water became scarce. Most 
important of all, the Teyas guides told Corona
do that Quivira was north, not east. Coronado 
therefore ordered the main body, under Arellano, 
back to Tiguex, in New ^Mexico. He himself, with 
only thirty horsemen and six footmen, would push 
north, to follow the new directions. In vain his 
men besought him not to leave them leaderless. 
The melancholy induced, even in seasoned plains
men at times, by the broad monotonous stretches 
of prairie obsessed them. They feared that death 
would halt them somewhere on their lost march 
and toss their skeletons among the buffalo bones 
sprinkling that relentless land which had refused 
their impress as conquerors. They feared to see 
their general's gleaming casque disappear once and 
forever over the northern rim of the sky, leaving 
no more trace than the wing of a golden eagle pass
ing through the ether. But Coronado stubbornly 
held on his way — 
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"Still nursing the unconquerable hope, 
Still clutching the inviolable shade." 

The army separated near the upper waters of 

the Brazos. After some thirty days Coronado and 

his little band crossed the Arkansas into Kansas. 

Tliey continued in a northeasterly direction and, 

at out a week later, reached the first of the Quivira 

'X nis in the vicinity of Great Bend, Kansas, 

wiiere, then and for centuries after, lived Wich-

il Indians. Here no sparkling sails floated like 

':( a Is on the clear surface of an immeasurable 

leam. No lordlv chief drowsed to the murmur 

[innumerable bells. The water pitchers on the 

])ulders of the women, stooping in the low en-

.' nces of their grass-thatched huts, were not 

:« den. ' 'Neither gold nor silver nor any trace of 

K ler was found among these people." El Turco 

<: ifessed tliat he had been detailed bv the tribes-

J n of those whom Coronado had incinerated to 

le d the lying strangers out on the plains *'and 

be them." Wandering over the sun-baked prai

rie, food and water failing and their horses dy-

iî :, the Spaniards would become so weak that 

siould any return, the Tiguas could ' 'kill them 

without any trouble, and thus they could take re-

V'enge for what had been done to them . . . as 
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for gold he did not know where there was an\ 

of it." 

So Coronado had the Turk garroted, and set Uf 
a cross with the inscription, "Francisco Vasquez d* 
Coronado, general of an expedition, reached thi.̂  
place." Then he turned back, empty-handed; fo 
even explorers whom he had sent out northward 
and who may have reached the Nebraska line, ha( 
found no sign of rich peoples nor of precious metals 
IMeanwhile Arellano had reached Tiguex safel} 
Arrived there some weeks later, Coronado sent ou 
exploring parties, one of which visited Taos, tha 
interesting town still lying between the Rio Hon 
do and the Taos Mountains. Here the Spaniard 
found a high type of Indian civilization, large well 
stocked granaries, and wooden bridges flung acros 
the Taos River to connect the eighteen division 
of the town.' 

Winter bore hard on Coronado's men, who wen 
on scant rations and almost naked. The officer 
seized the most and the best of everything for 
themselves, and dangerous dissensions arose in 

* Taos today lias about 4:25 Indian inhabitants; and it is als' 
the home of a small but noted school of American painters, who 
are bringing the life and character of the Pueblo Indians and the 
color and atmosphere of the southwestern mesas prominently int& 
American art. 
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tie camp. Towards the end of winter Coronado, 

rding a t the ring on a festival day, fell beneath 

the hoofs of his companion's horse and was danger-

oisly injured in the head. His illness and his fail-

tres preyed on his mind; and he resolved to seek 

DJ farther for wealth, but to return to his wife in 

Hexico. In April, lo4'2, he and his disappointed 

Imd turned homeward. At tha t very time, far 

t) the east, Hernando de Suto al^o was giving up 

t le Golden Quest and turning his face towards 

' exico, to die of a broken spirit a month later. 

[ ungry and tattered, and harassed by Indians, 

ioronado and his army painfully made their way 

] ick towards Xew Galicia. The soldiers were in 

nen revolt; they dropped out by the score and 

* 'ut on pillaging forays at their pleasure. With 

• rely a hundred followers, Coronado presented 

Qiself before Mendoza, bringing with him noth-

r ^ more precious than the gold-plated armor in 

T licli he had >et out two vears before. He had 

eiriched neither himself nor his King, so his end 

is ^oon told: " h e lo>t his reputation, and shortly 

tliereafter the government of Xew Galicia/ ' 

Two soldiers had been left in Kan^as: their fate 

ii not known. Fray Juan Padilla, Fray Juan 

(II. la Cruz, and a lay brother, Luis Descalona, 
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romances. / Probably the Indians obeyed the wisj 
decree. / B u t evidently in the case of the Spaniarcli 
the mischief had already been done; and hence th 
name, California, applied long since to a regioi 
which has seen more romance and produced moil 
gold than ever were conceived of in the imagination 
of the ancient Spanish author. 

The legend of the Amazons was curiously inte • 
woven with both the discovery and the naming il 
California. AMule Guzman and Coronado wei: 
moving north by land others were advancing I 
sea. Cortes, conqueror of ^lexico, was urge 
north especially by rumors of a rich province ii 
habited only by women, like the island in Moi 
talvo's tale. His nephew, Francisco Cortes, w; 
sent from Colima to follow the clue (13^24). Ti 
Amazon province was not found, nor yet was beli( 
in it shattered. X îne vears later Jimenez, oi 
of Cortes's explorers, discovered the Peninsula <' 
Lower California, thought it to be an island, an . 
reported it to have pearls. A pearl bearing island 
"down the coast toward India," fitted in witii, 
Cortes's notions of geography. So he personal
ly led a colony to the *'island," which he named 
Santa Cruz. 

The dismal failure of the colony was only a 
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temporary discouragement. Hoping to forestall 

Y ceroy Mendoza, Cortes rushed an exploring ex

pedition north under Francisco de Ulloa (1539). 

Kearly a year before Alarcon, whom Mendoza 

sent to aid Coronado, Ulloa reached the head of 

tie Gulf, rounded the peninsula, and returned 

V th the news tha t it was not after all an island, 

bit tierra firme. X '̂ow the name Santa Cruz 

s ve way to ' 'California," the change being 

a new application of the old belief in the Ani

on island, as recorded in ^tontalvo's novel. 

' rhaps Cortes, grim soldier, had a passion for 

jht reading — even as today captains of indus-

r' refresh themselves with Sherlock Holmes — for 

^' historian Herrera states that it was he who 

* stowed the name upon the peninsula which he 

ed in vain to colonize. Possiblv the name was 

stowed in derision, but just when, or how, or by 

i lom, no one has established with certainty. 

Ulloa's voyage marks the close of Cortes's ef-

l "is to explore the northern Pacific, but the 

P"ork was continued by Viceroy Mendoza. Through 

tj'̂  death of Alvarado, the dashing conqueror of 

Gaatemala, in the Mixton War (154l), Mendoza 

inherited a fieet which had been prepared for 

exploration in the Pacific, and with it he carried 
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out Alvarado's plans by dispatching two expedi
tions, one up the California coast, the othe' 
across the Pacific. 

The expedition " in the West towards China ô  
the Spice Islands" was led by Lopez de Villalobos, 
Sailing in X^ovember, 154^, he took possession ol 
the Philippine Islands and thus attached them 
to Mexico. Villalobos died in the Moluccas; hi; 
enterprise went to pieces; but the voyage made; 
link between California and the Philippines. 

INIendoza's other sea expedition, which was t 
explore along the outer coast of the peninsula an 
northward in search of the Strait of Anian and ne^ 

proA'inces, left Mexico on June 27, 154-2, unde 
command of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo. At tlii 
date Hernando de Soto's body had been consigns 
to the Father of Waters and his defeated arm; 
led by IMoscoso was marching west across Arkansa 
in search of Panuco, and Coronado with a hundre{ 
ragged followers was returning to Compostell;. 
after two fruitless years in New Mexico and the 
Buffalo Plains. 

Of Cabrillo little is known except that he was ;i 
Portuguese by birth and a skilled mariner; and he 
is supposed to have been in the service of Cortes 
during the conquest of Mexico. With two vessels 
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saialler than any coasting schooner of today, badly 

luilt and scantily outfitted — a crew chiefly com

posed of conscripts and natives, and the sturdy 

l^vantine pilot, Bartolome Ferrelo, or Ferrer, 

Cabrillo departed on the trail of adventure. Ow

ing to calms and contrary winds and the frequent 

lecessity to heave to and send ashore for fresh 

• ater, his progress was slow. By the 10th of 

August he had passed the most northerly point 

nached bv L'lloa. Eleven davs later he landed at 

^ le bay of San Quentin and took possession in the 

I inie of the King. Here a week was spent in 

t iking in water and repairing sails and in receiving 

iiendly visits from Indians who said that they had 

: ?en other Spaniards in the interior — probably 

i)me of Alarcon's or Coronado's band. The diar-

' t of the expedition says that these Indians were 

neared with a ' 'white p a s t e " in such a fashion 

lat *'they appeared like men in hose and slashed 

(oublets." On the 28th of September, Cabrillo 

lilscovered *'a port closed and very good, which 

1 ley named San Miguel." This was the beautiful 

Eay of San Diego. On the purpled blue waters of 

•J lis bay, safely sheltered by the long high stretch 

of Point Loma, their ships rode a t anchor while a 

terrific storm raged without for three days. 
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When the gale had subsided Cabrillo continuei 
northward. He discovered the islands of Santa 
Catalina and San Clemente, and the pleasant 
Bay of Santa Monica, which he called the Bay ol 
the Smokes, or Bay of the Fires, because of tht 
low curling clouds of blue smoke rising from tht 
Indian villages along its shores. On the 10th ol 
October he went ashore at San Buenaventura, 
where he visited an Indian settlement which he 
called the Town of Canoes, in allusion to the ex 
cellent craft which the natives possessed. Then. 
sailing west, he passed through the Santa Barban 
Channel and on the eighteenth reached Poin 
Conception, which he named Cabo de Galera be 
cause it was shaped like a galley. Here northwest 
winds drove him into Cuyler's harbor on Sai 
Miguel Island. 

Two weeks later a southwester filled Cabrillo* 
sails and carried his vessels round the cape and 
along the high rocky coast, where the Santa Lucia 
Mountain comes down to the sea. Below Point 
Pinos the vessels were driven northward by a storm 
and became separated. Having missed the Bay of 
Monterey, Half Moon Bay, and the Golden Gate. 
Cabrillo turned back and discovered the harbor 
where Drake cast anchor twenty-five years later, 
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and which is still known as Drake's Bay. Appar
ently Cabrillo now stood well out to sea, for again 
h missed the Golden Gate and Monterey Bay. 

He put into San Miguel Island for winter; and 
t.:ere "on the 3d of the month of January, 1543, 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, captain of the said ships, 
€• parted from this life, as the result of a fall which 
t ' suffered on said island when they were there 
bfore, from which he broke an arm near the 
s' oulder . . . at the time of his death he emphati-
" lly charged them not to leave off exploring as 
tuch as possible all that coast." So, in a few 
\ )rds, we are told all we know of the character of 
" ibrillo, who had battered his way up the Califor-
11 coast in the pain of an injury suflScient to bring 
im to death, and whose last words to his men 
're to press on. His bones lie under the white 
ads of San Miguel Island, undiscovered yet — 

i w perhaps by some Portuguese or Levantine 
fiherman of a later time, driving the supports 
ol his driftwood shack deep down through the 
stifting sand. 

The command now devolved upon the pilot 
Ferrelo. Though frequently halted and swept 
about by heavy storms and suffering from dimin
ished supplies, this fearless mariner, obeying his 
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master 's behest, held on northward. He saile 

to a point near the mouth of Rogue River, Oregon 

when he turned back, through " t r a v a i l " worst 

than any Cabrillo had experienced. On April 14 

1543, he reached the home port of Navidad. 

Interest in California was revived by develop

ments in the Far East . Though Villalobos had 

taken possession of the Philippines in the year ol 

Ferrelo's voyage, the Spaniards had not occupied 

the islands. But in 1559 Philip I I , tempted by t h 

profits accruing to the Portuguese from their spic 

trade, ordered ^'elasco, the ^Mexican A'iceroy, tt 

equip an expedition for discovery among thost 

islands and to search out a route for return voyages 

to iNIexico — for the problem of the return voy

age had hitherto baffled mariners. In 1564, aftei 

many delays, Miguel Lopez de Le^^azpi set sai 

from Navidad and, in the following year, tool 

possession of the Philippines. Legazpi sent om 

of his vessels, with his chief navigator. Fray An

dres de Frdaneta , to discover the return route to 

New Spain, Urdaneta, turning northward, entered 

the Japan current, which carried him to the coast 

of northern California whence he descended to 

Mexico. By a happy combination of chance and 
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stience he had solved the problem of the return 
route. Thus a regular trade route was established 
from Manila to Mexico and thence to Spain. The 
ilanila galleons sailed the course marked out 
\v Urdaneta, across the Pacific to a point off 
Cape Mendocino and down the coast to Acapulco. 
! was a hard voyage and frequently the vessels 
r-'ached the American coast much in need of re-
[ urs and with a loss of half the crew from scurvy. 
[ here was therefore need of a port on the northern 
()ast. Also, Spanish interests in the Pacific were 
t ireatened by the possibility that English, French, 
c: Dutch freebooters in the Atlantic might dis-
()ver the Strait of Anian and take control of the 
( rect route to the Spice Islands even as Portugal 
' id formerly monopolized the African route. In 
'*.ct, Drake, who appeared on the California coast 
I 1579, having plundered Spanish harbors and a 

' lanila galleon on his northward trip, was believed 
') have discovered the Strait and to have sailed 
iomeward through it. Six years later. Cavendish 
looted and burned the Santa Ana, a Manila gal
lon, off California. Dutch mariners rounded Cape 
Horn, whose name commemorates one of them, and 
pushed their operations into the western seas. And 
Spain's Armada had been destroyed by Drake, the 

8 
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man who, it was feared, knew the whereabouts 

of the Strait of Anian. 

To meet the emergency, Cermefio, commander 
of one of the Philippine galleons, was sent on hi.̂  
return from Manila to seek a port on the Cali
fornia coast, but he was wrecked in Drake's Bay 
(1595). His cargo of beeswax and fine porcelain 
still lies at the bottom of the bay, awaiting a 
modern treasure seeker. 

At the same time Sebastian Vizcaino was com
missioned to colonize Lower California as a defen
sive outpost. Vizcaino was a prosperous merchant 
in the ^Manila trade. He had been aboard the Santa 

Ana when Cavendish attacked her. Because he 
did not belong to the aristocratic class from which 
Spain selected her conquerors, even Velasco was 
opposed to him and chose him chiefly for want 
of any one else suitable for the work. Vizcaino 
planted a colony at La Paz in 1597, but the Indians 
broke it up. He returned, defeated but not dis
heartened, and secured a new contract, after sev
eral years of delay, having at last won over the 
new A'iceroy, the Count of Monterey, who was 
forced to admit that ^'izcaino possessed more 
ability than he had expected to find in a mere 
merchant. When Vizcaino had finally made his 
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\ray through the maze of red tape to the command 

o' three vessels and a company of soldiers, the 

?oanish monopoly in the Far East had received 

I shock; for the British East India Company, 

firmed in 1600, had carried the trade wai into 

tlie Orient, where — by reason of the recent ui Ion 

lith Portugal — Spain had thought herself secure. 

liiis did the importance of the direct route to the 

Fast magnify from year to year. 

On May 5, 1602, Vizcaino sailed from Acapulco. 

I e made detailed explorations along the outer 

:)ast and among the islands and was retarded 

equently by high winds, so that it was November 

fhen he dropped anchor in San Miguel Bay, to 

; hich he gave its present name of San Diego. 

On the 16th of December occurred the capital 

"ent of the voyage, the discovt-ry of Monterey 

ly. At seven in the evening Vizcaino entered 

e harbor. On the next day he sent an officer 

"o-hore " t o make a hut where Mass could be said 

aid to see if there was water, and what the country 

"̂ as like. He found that there was fresh water 

.id a gi'cat oak near the shore, where he made the 

rit and arbor to say Mass," writes Father Ascen-

im, who accompanied the expedition. Because 

of the shortage of men and supplies, Vizcaino 
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decided to send a ship back to Mexico from thi 
port asking for more men and provisions. 

Vizcaino proceeded northwards, making carefu' 
examination of the coast, yet missing that treasure 
of waters lying behind the great pillars of Goldei 
Gate, and came to anchor in Drake's Bay, froD 
which he was driven almost immediately by off 
shore winds. On January 12, 1603, he reachec 
Cape Mendocino, which his orders cited, in verj 
general terms, as the northern limit of his explo 
rations. Off the Cape he encountered so furious i 

wind, "together with so much rain and fog, as t 
throw us into great doubt whether to go forward c 
to turn back, for it was as dark in the daytime as a 
night." A council was held to decide whether t 
continue or to return; and the condition of th' 
crew seemed to make retreat imperative. For ; 
week, however, storms from the south prevent 
ed the return; and on the seventeenth, at night 
Vizcaino's ship was struck "by two seas whicl 
made it pitch so much that it was thought the kee 
was standing on end, and that it was even sinking." 
The violent motion threw "both sick and well from 
their beds." Vizcaino was fiung with such force 
upon some boxes that he "broke his ribs with the 
heavy blow." The diarist concludes that "the 
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currents and seas" were carrying them "rapidly to 
&} Strait of Anian," for they were in forty-two 
degrees of latitude, when a light northwest wind 
enabled them to head southward and "brought us 
out of this trouble." 

Though the friendly Indians of Monterey sig-
Liled to them with smoke as they passed, they 
did not enter the harbor because the state of 
hpalth aboard was so bad, "and the sick were 
chmoring, although there was neither assistance 
n r medicines, nor food to give them except rotten 
II t ked beef, gruel, biscuits, and beans and chick-peas 
[oiled by weevils." 

Vizcaino and his crew arrived at IVIazatlan in 
' bruary, 1603, "in the greatest affliction and 
!: Lvail ever experienced by Spaniards; for the sick 
vre crying aloud, while those who were able to 

Jk or to go on all fours were unable to manage 
. e sails." Here Vizcaino himself, regardless of 
l̂ s feeble condition, set off inland on foot to bring 
r lief from the nearest town to his companions. 
II a month they were able to set sail for Acapulco 
^iere they arrived on the 21st of March, and 
learned that most of the men on the ship which 
Vizcaino had sent back from Monterey for more 
nen and supplies, had died on the way. Later, 
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on reaching the City of Mexico, they found iU 

crew of the third ship, a frigate, which they ha I 
believed lost in the hurricane off Mendocino. I( 
seems that the frigate had sailed one degree farthtt 
north, to a point named in the diary Cape Blancc; 
and her crew told of a large river which thej 
had seen. 

By placing that " r iver" several degrees too fa' 
north, the mapmakers and historians of that da. 
set going another myth which was to rival th 
Strait of Anian — the myth of the River of th 
West. And as the fable of the Strait was to lea 
to the discovery of Bering Strait, so the myth t 
the River of the West was to end with the lati 
discovery of the Columbia. 

The Count of Monterey immediately planne 
to occupy the port bearing his name and naturall; 
selected Vizcaino to lead the enterprise. Bu 
during the inevitable delays between plan am 
action, a new viceroy succeeded Monterey, and thi 
plan was abandoned for a project to found a port 
in the mid-Pacific. With this in view, in 1611 
Vizcaino was sent out to explore some island-
called suggestively Rica de Oro and Rica de Plata 
— Rich in Gold and Rich in Silver. Nothing 

came of this venture; and so Vizcaino, ruined in 
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]e 1th and fortune, fades out of the pages of 
X torical narrative, though he is known to have 
i-.'d for some years afterwards. And the history 
ol Alta California remained obscure in the fog for 
iliundred and sixtv vears. 



CHAPTER V 

FLORIDA 

EXPLORERS first, then colonizers. Now interest i; 
Florida, already aroused by the journey of Vaca 
was quickened to a lively heat when, late i 
1543, Moscoso and the remnants of De Soto 
band at last straggled into the City of Mexico. I 
would appear that hardships and failures couh 
in no wise impair a Spaniard's ability for story 
telling; for Moscoso and his tattered comrade 
were soon spinning for others the golden wei 
of romance in which they themselves had bee: 
snared. Glowing pictures they gave of the nortt 
country, especially of Coosa (in Alabama), when 
they had been well fed and where one or two o 
their number had remained to dally with Creek 
damsels. The Viceroy Mendoza, ambitious to ex 
tend his power into the Northern Mystery, at 
once offered to finance an expedition if Moscmg 
would undertake it. But while Moscoso's zeal in 

120 
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pden Florida might inspire his imagination to 
daizling fiights of fancy, it was inadequate to 
itir his feet one step again in that direction. So 
M'?ndoza's project came to nothing. 

It was noticed that the Mexicans valued highly 
ic ae of the fur apparel brought back by Moscoso's 
i n . And the next year, 1544, two Spanish gen
tle men sought from the King the right to con-
qi er Florida, for the purpose of bringing deerskins 
11 J furs into Mexico, as well as in the hope of dis-
r[ rering pearls, mines, and whatever other marvels 
11 embroidered Moscoso's romance. But the King 
; used their petition. In his refusal he was influ-
r ?ed in part by religious and humane motives. De-
'X te the presence of priests and friars, the various 
^Dcditions to the north thus far had taken no time 
m treasure hunting to convert natives or to estab-

trmissions. The Church was now considering 
t ' question of sending out its own expedition to 
Eorida, unhampered by slave-catching soldiers. 

Perhaps this idea of a conquest by the Cross, 
unaided — and unhampered — by the sword, was 
t[>rn in the mind of Fray Luis Cancer, a devout 
ard learned Dominican. Fray Luis was living in 

convent of Santo Domingo in the City of 
' ".exico not long after Vaca and ^Moscoso arrived 
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with their wonder tales. The account of the hual 

dreds of savages who had followed \ 'aca from villa,] 

to village must have moved the good friar's hean 

with zeal and pity. And he can have been no lei 

stirred bv the tales told bv Moscoso's men of tlu 

gallant butchery their swords had done — of tb 

clanking chains tha t made music on the dav'i 

march, and the sharp whisper in the night of t -

flint, as it pressed against an iron collar. Fra 

Luis desired to see all heathen made free in (io< 

favor. The oppressioiiN his countrymen practio 

upon the natives filled him with horror. As 

missionary, first in Espanola and then in Por 

Rico, he had st-en the hopelessness of trying 1 

spread religion in territories which were beii 

swiftly depopulated by ruthless concjuerors. I 

had therefore gone to (iuatemala, to the mona 

tery of Santiago whose head was the noble L; 

Casas. At that time one province of < uiatemaL 

was known as the ' 'Land of War ' ' because of the 

ferocity of its natives. Las Casas had influenccii 

the Governor to forbid that territory to Spaniards 

for five years. Then he had sent Fray Luis, who 

had meanwhile learned the language of the natives. 

to the chief to request permission for the monks to 

come there. With hi.s gentle words. Fray LmS-
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it&jk also little gifts, trinkets, mirrors, and beads 

ot bright colors such as would delight the savages, 
E' made so good an impression on the chief that 
tk.' permission he sought was readily given. And 
ID a few years the Land of War became the Land of 

tĥ  True Peace — Vera Paz — where no Span-
k ds dwelt save a few Dominican friars and where 
a: morning and evening Indian voices chanted the 
S!:red songs to the accompaniment of the Indian 
fi tes and drums which had formerly quickened to 
.! nzy the warriors setting out to shrighter. And 

(: this spiritual conquest Fray Luis had received 
fe title of Alferez de la Fe, Standard Bearer of 
1 e Faith. 
But Fray Luis was not content to eat the fruit 

ih his labors in Vera Paz. The Standard Bearer 
' mid push on to another frontier. He went to 

e Citv of Mexico (1546) because there he would 
) id the latest reports of newly discovered countries, 
iere Fray Luis heard the stories which had been 
tl Id there by Xacn and Moscoso and resolved to 
bi ar his standard to Florida. 

He found willing comrades in three monks of 
iis own order, Gregorio de Beteta, Juan Garcia, 
Slid Diego de Tolosa. Fray Gregorio and Fray 
Juan had already made three or four unsuccessful 
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attempts to reach Florida by land from Mexicnl 
under a total misapprehension as to distance i\ \ 

direction. His plans consummated under the OM 
ders of Las Casas, Fray Luis went to Spain ti 
urge the great project with the King. His i* 
tition was soon granted. When he returned 
Mexico (1548) he had the royal authority to < 
tablish a mission at some point in Florida whe 
Spaniards had not yet spilled native blood. 
1549 Fray Luis and his three companions saiU' 
from Vera Cruz in an unarmed vessel. At Hava i 
he took on board a converted native girl nan i 
Magdalena, who was to act as interpreter a ( 
guide. Perhaps it was almost impossible for t a 
pilot to distinguish one inlet from another, wil 
certainty, on that much indented coast line, wht t 
the low shore presents no variation to the eye f: 
miles; for, instead of landing at a new point, 11 
monks first touched Florida soil in the vicinity 'i 
Tampa Bay. And the natives about Tampa B,i 

were hostile with memories of De Soto. 

There were empty huts nearby and a bad 
ground of forest in which it seemed nothing stirred 
Fray Diego went ashore and climbed a tree al 
some distance from the beach. Immediately i 
score of Indians emerged from the forest. Fra) 
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liis, despite the pilot's warnings, with Magdalena 

acd an oblate named Fuentes, hurried after Diego, 

through water to their waists. "Our Lord knows 

vliat haste I made lest they should slay the monk 

before hearing what we were about ," Fray Luis 

^•ites. He paused to fall on his knees and pray for 

g- ice and divine help, ere he climbed the bank. 

Tien he took out of his sleeves some of the trinkets 

li had brought; because, he writes, "deeds are 

l( e, and gifts shatter rocks. ' ' ' After these gifts, 

W c natives were willing tha t the friars and Magda-

e la should kneel among them reciting the litanies; 

. d, to Fray Luis's joy, they also knelt and ap-

> ared pleased with the prayers and the rosaries. 

[ ley seemed so friendly, indeed, tha t Fray Luis 

rmitted Fray Diego, Fuentes, and Magdalena 

remain with them and to go on a day and a half's 

irney by land to a good harbor of which the 

? dians had told them. He and Fray Gregorio 

K turned to the ship. 

I t took the pilot eight days to find the new har

bor and eight more to enter it. I t was on the feast 

(( Corpus Christi tha t the ship dropped anchor. 

Pray Luis and Fray Juan landed and said Mass. 

To their apprehension they saw no signs of Fray 

^ Lowery, Spanish Settlements, p. 420. 
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Diego and Fuentes, nor of Indians. On the next 
day as they searched, an Indian came out of the 
woods carrying, in token of peace, a rod topped 
with white palm leaves; and he appeared to assure 
Fray Luis that Fray Diego and his companiotu 
were safe and would be brought to him. On th 
next day as Fray Luis, with Fray Juan and Fraj 
Gregorio, rowed towards the shore the native 
waded to meet them bringing fish and skins tl 
trade for trinkets. One savage would take nothirs 
but a little wooden cross which he kissed as 1; 
had seen the monks do — much to the delight ' 1 
Fray Luis. If the pious monk's joy at this incidei [ 
was dimmed a few moments later, when he wadi i 
inshore and discovered Magdalena naked amorj 
the tribeswomen, it kindled again at her assuranc \ 

that Diego and Fuentes were safe in the cacique 
house. How little truth was in her words Fra 
Luis learned when he returned to the ship. Ther. 
he found a Spaniard, once a soldier of De Soto'j 
army, who had been enslaved by the Indians o! 
this tribe. This man informed him that the In
dians had already slain Fray Diego and the oblate 
Fuentes; he had held Diego's scalp in his hands. 

To pleas that he forsake his mission and sail 
away to safer shores, Fray Luis had but one answer 
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I "here his comrades in the faith, acting under his 

0"ders, had fallen, there would he remain. Though 

storms prevented him from landing for two days, 

i ' refused to accept the assertions of his shipmates 

- that the storms were sent by God to keep 

lim from a death among savages. And, a t last, 

dirough the lashing and roaring of sea and wind, 

11.̂  came again to shore. Armed natives painted 

1 »r war could be seen grouped on the bank above 

t le slope to the beach. "Fo r the love of God wait 

. little; do not land," Fray Gregorio entreated. 

I ut Fray Luis had already leaped into the water. 

\ e turned back once, on reaching the beach, but 

i was to call to Gregorio or Juan to bring to him 

I small cross he had forgotten. When Gregorio 

Lied, "Father , for mercy's sake, will not your 

' verence come for it, as there is no one here who 

ill take it to vou," Frav Luis went on towards 

, le hill.' At its foot he knelt in prayer for a few 

fiioments, then began the ascent. Midway the 

Iidians closed about him, swinging their clubs. 

He cried out once, loudly, before their blows struck 

i j:m down. Those in the boat heard hi^ cry, and 

iLW the savages clubbing and slashing at his body 

IS they thrust it down the hill. Then a shower of 

' Lowery, Spanish Settlements^ p. 425. 
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arrows falling upon their boat made them pi I 

away in haste to the ship. The next day tht 

vessel set sail and, three weeks later, anchored d 

Vera Cruz. 

Philip I I had come to the throne the master d 

Europe. His father, Charles V, had been not onl' 
sovereign ruler of Spain, of the Netherlands, d 

Naples, of a part of central Italy, of Navarre, and 
Emperor of Germany by election, but he had hopt 1 
to become master of England also and to leaA'c i: 
his heir's hands a world all Spanish and all Cath • 
lie. Philip I I inherited his father's power and b ] 

father's dream. If his natural abilities were kv , 
his obstinacy and his zeal were greater. He hi 
seen the march of Spanish power not unattende: 
by affronting incidents. In 15̂ 20 a monk name^ 
Luther had defied Philip's father, the Empero 
to his face. The Reformation was spreading. Hu-
guenots were powerful in the domestic politic> 
of France; and France was threatening Spain; 
American possessions. Her fishermen had passed 
yearly in increasing numbers between the Banks 
of Newfoundland and their home ports. And a 
mariner of several cross-sea voyages, one Jacque? 
Cartier, had discovered the St. Lawrence River and 
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11 set off again in 1540 to people " a country 

called Canada." 

' But these voyages of discovery were not the 

T(jrst of France's insults to Spain. French pi

rates had formed the habit of darting down on 

Sianish treasure ships and appropriating their 

c atents. They had also sacked Spanish ports 

ii the islands. [Many of these pirates were IIu-

g iii'ts, "Lutheran heretics," as the Spaniards 

( led them. Another danger also was beginning 

h appear on the horizon, though it was as yet but 

peck. I t hailed from England, whose mariners 

rre beginning to fare forth into all seas for trade 

.1 plunder. They were trending towards the 

f inion of King Francis of France, that God had 

^ t created the gold of the New World only for 

stilians. A train of SjKuiisli treasure displayed 

London had set more than one stout seaman to 

) ad-scratching over the inequalities of this world 

; 1 how best to readjust the balances. There was 

r ison enough, then, for Philip's fear that large por-

tuns of the New World might rradily be snatched 

1->m Spain by heretical s ranun; and Philij) was 

b fierce in the pursuit of his own power a.s in his 

ital for his religion. 

The slow-moving treasure fleets from Mexico 
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and Havana sailed past Florida through the B 
hama Channel, which Ponce de Leon had dijt! 
covered, and on to the Azores and Spain. Tl̂ j 
channel was not only the favorite hunting place 
pirates — so that the Spanish treasure ships 
longer dared go singly but now combined for pi 
tection; it was also the home of storms. The fu 
of its winds had already driven too many vesŝ  
laden with gold upon the Florida coast, where 
yet there were no ports of succor. Cargoes h 
thus been wholly lost, and sailors and passeng-
murdered by the savages. To these dangers T i 
added the fear that the French designed to plan 
colony on the Florida coast near the channel, so tl i 
they might seize Spanish vessels in case of war, i 
not one could pass without their seeing it. 

So, on Phihp's order. Viceroy Velasco bestiri i 
himself to raise a colony, not only for Coosa I 

for some other point in Florida. The other poil 
selected was Santa Elena, now Port Royal, Sou} 

Carolina. When all was ready, the company COK 
prised no less than fifteen hundred persons. Oi 
the twelve captains in the force, six had been' 
with De Soto. In the party there were Cooaj 
women who had followed the Spaniards to Mexicr. 
They were now homeward bound. At the heal 
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d the colony went Tristan de Luna y Arellano, 
ti? same Don Tristan who had been Corona-
do's second in command in the Cibola enterprise 
Eighteen years before. The departure of the ex
pedition was celebrated with great pomp. Velasco 
timself crossed the mountains to \ era Cruz to see 
'il off. 

But this expedition was to be another record of 
(!.̂ aster and failure. Arellano brought his fleet 

tl anchor in Pensacola Bay; and thence dispatched 
•I -ee vessels for Santa Elena. Before his supplies 
i re unloaded, a tremendous hurricane swept the 
i y and destroyed most of his shij)s with great 
3 s of life. So violent was the storm that it 
i>sed one vesseK like a nutshell, upon the green 
L )rc. Some of the terror-struck soldiers saw the 

I'.rieking demons of Hell striding the low, racing, 
II ick clouds. The outguards of the storm at-
* :ked the three ships bound for the Carolina 
0 ast and drove them south, so that they returned 
t Mexico bv wav of Cuba. 
1 The survivors at Pensacola Bay were soon in 
straits for food. So Arellano, leaving a garrison 
(ii the coast, sent about a thousand of his colonists 
I- men, women, and children — to Santa Cruz 
Ide Nanipaena, forty leagues inland on a large 
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river, probably in Monroe Coimty, Alabama. Biit 
these colonists in the fruitful land were like tli( 
seventeen-year locusts; they ate everything froi 
the Indians' stores of maize and beans to palr> 
shoots, acorns, and grass seeds — but producci 
nothing. And soon an exploring band of thr<s 
hundred was sent on towards famed Coosa i 
search of more food. They reached it after i 
hundred days of weary marching over De Sotci 
old trail. Though the natives had small reas(t 
to love De Soto's countrymen, they treated tli 
Spaniards well and fed them bountifully all sui • 
mer. Twelve men, sent back to Nanipaena wi ' 
reports, reached that place at last, to find only 
deserted camp and a letter saying that the famishi 
colony had returned to Pensacola. When An 
lano wished to go to Coosa to see for himself if ̂  
were suitable for a colony, his people mutinie 
The malcontents sent a spurious order to tJi( 
explorers at Coosa to return; and in Novembe; 
1560, after more than a year in the interior, tLe 
little band joined the main body at Pensacola. 

Two ships, which Arellano had sent home for 
aid, reached Mexico safely. The Viceroy immedi* 
ately sent provisions for the colonists and a nef 
leader. Angel de Villafafie, to replace Arellano ad 
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to ?njoy those high-sounding but, so far, empty titles 
De towed upon the successive Governors of Florida. 
\ lafane's orders were to move the colonists to 
Santa Elena. Pensacola was too far westward for 
Phihp's chief purpose; the most important matter 
w. s to establish a colony on the Atlantic sea-
D ird where it could keep a watchful eye on the 
F;ench, should they venture too far south of Car-
tir's river. Fray Gregorio de Beteta, who had 
b ̂ n with Fray Luis Cancer of martyr fame, ac-
C( apanied Villafane in the hope that the natives 
[ Carolina would prove less recalcitrant than 
c )se about Tampa Bay. Villafane provisioned 
i' garrison at Pensacola and then set sail for 
1} ita Elena. At Havana many of his followers 
Ir.erted him; but, in ^lay, with the residue, he 

ri I ehed the Carolina coast. He explored as far as 
II pe Hatteras, but found no site which he con-
5 ered suitable for colonization. So he abandoned 
t: ^ project and returned to Espanola in July, 1561. 
A ^hip was soon dispatched to remove the garrison 
Wt at Pensacola. 

The failure of the Spaniards thus far to effect a 
I settlement on the coast of the Atlantic mainland of 
I North America is readily explicable. In the is-
fads, in Mexico, and South America, the Spaniards 
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flourished because of the precious metals and t 
docility of the natives. On the northern mai 
land they found no mines, and the Indians woi 
not submit to enslavement. They traversed a r ci 
game country and great tracts of fertile s 
which, later, the English settler's rifle and plo 
were to make sustaining and secure to the Engl i! 
race. But the Spaniards, accustomed in Amer d 
to living off the supplies and labor of submissM 
natives, were not allured by the prospect of tamio 
tall Creek warriors, or of tilling the soil and hu ( 
ing game to maintain themselves in the wildernf ( 
They had astounding enterprise and courage ( 
any rainbow trail that promised a pot of gold at i 
end of it, but little for manual labor. 

When news of Villafane's failure reached Sp: 
Philip decided against any further attempts . 
colonize Florida for the time being. He was 
assured, as to France, because the French as ]4 

had not made any firm foothold on Ameriqan ŝ  li 
There seemed little to alarm him in the stcii 
increase of their fishing vessels, alongside those 
Spain, in Newfoundland waters, or in the snijf( 
trade in the furs the fishermen were bringing honKl 
yearly. He could not foresee that not the pot if 
gold but the beaver was to lead to the solution 
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i Northern Mystery and to spread colonies from 

th' Atlantic to the Pacific. Moreover, thought 

•tk-' King, where Spaniards had failed, French-

^i-:! could not succeed. So, in September, 1561, 

P lip issued his declaration with regard to the 

' "J thern coast. It is interesting to note that he was 

aiî ely influenced to this decision by the ad\ice of 

'̂P Iro Menendez de A^"iU''s. who was verv shoitlv 

:; change both his own mind and Philip's. But no 

1} ibt he relied more on the treaty signed in 1559 

|R ween himself and Henry I I of France, under 

ich France surrendered booty from Spanish 

:ps and ports, said ^-perhaps soiiuwhat extra va-

ntly — to equal in vahie a third of the kingdom; 

11 on his own marriage by i)r(>\\- in the same 

t r to the French ])rInrf'N Elizabeth, daughter of 

therine de' Medici. 

5ut Philip'> policy of lKnid> off Florida \\a> dcs-

\i' 'd to speedy r r \ r r^ab to meet the exigency of 

•B u-w intru>ion into Spani>h domains. A year 

i3il not pa^^rd when Jean Ribaut ut' Dieppe led a 

' 3I1V uf French Huguenots to Purt Roval, .^outh 

C rolina, the very Santa Elena which Villafane, 

iJt̂ s than a year l>t'fore, had trit-d to uccupy for 

^uin. Ribaut'^ enterpri^r dismally failed, it is 

'tuie, but two vears later Cuh'i^in-, Admiral of 
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France, a Huguenot, and the uncompromis i: 

foe of Spain, sent a second colony under Reoi 

de Laudonniere. And a French settlement î.-

founded, protected by Fort Caroline, on St. Johiii 

River, in the land of which Ponce de Leon lid 

taken solemn possession for Spain. ; 

The enthusiastic reports made by these Frenci 

pioneers are proof that not alone the Spanii 

fancv ran astrav in the face of tales that ^̂  
a. K 

told in the American wilds. Ribaut heard of ti 
Seven Cities of Cibola; but Laudonniere went li i 
one better, for one of his scouts, while explori i 
the country round about, actually saw and c< 

versed with men who had drunk at the Fountain f 
Youth, and had already comfortably passed tL 
first quarter of a thousand years. 

But Laudonniere's artistic sense did not fit h J 
to lead a colony made up chiefly of ex-soldiers • 
and including both Huguenots and Catholics, ^ 
had so recently been in armed strife on their hon 
soil. Men who tilled the ground had been omitt-i 
from the roster; the artisans could not turn farm 
on the instant; and the soldiers had no inclinatioi 
to beat their swords into plowshares so long J-
Spanish treasure ships sailed the Bahama Chiu-] 
nel. Laudonniere offended the Indians nearby h} 
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; ving to make friends with their foes as well and 

' rcing them to set free some captives, and so was 

:;esently in straits for food. Some of his men 

n'Litinied, seized two barques, and went out on a 

'pirate raid. One of their \ ('SM'I> with thirty-three 

men aboard was captured by the Spaniards and 

. e men hanged — in return for their seizure of a 

Spanish ship and the killing of a judge aboard of 

4 r. The other barque returned to Fort Caroline 

( id Laudonniere hat 1 the ringleaders executed. 

(lly ten days' supply of food was left, when one 

: orning, like gulls rising against the sun, four 

: -ange sails fluttered over the horizon. In>ttad of 

: )aniards bent on war, the visitor, who sailed his 

I -et into the river's mouth, proved to be the 

- iglish sea-dog, John Hawkins. Master Haw-

' ' ns had been marketing a <aru:n of Guinea Coa^t 

i< ks in the islands where, by a suggestive dis-

t ' ly of s\vord> and arquebuses, he had forced the 

!' )aniards to meet his i)rices and to give him 

M "testimoniall of his oood behauior'" while in 

lllieir ports. 

Hawkins fed and wined the French settlers and 

'ered to carrv them awav safelv to French soil. 

Bit Laudonniere, not knowing whether France 

Vis at peace or war with England, was afraid to 
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trust the generous pirate. So far from resent
ing Laudonniere's suspicions, Hawkins, no doubt 
thinking that , in like circumstances, he would le 
equally cautious, agreed to sell a vessel at what
ever price the Frenchman should name. And 1 i 

threw into the bargain provisions and fifty pairs d 

shoes, so that Laudonniere, in his memoir, descan i 
much upon this **good and charitable man." j 

Grave reports of Laudonniere's mismanagemer. 
reached Coligny and decided him to send Je; |j 
Ribaut again to take command. Ribaut, with 1 
son Jacques and three hundred more colonisi 
chiefly soldiers, set sail on May '23, 1565. On t ( 
eve of departure Ribaut received a letter fro ] 
Coligny, saying that a certain Don Pedro Mene 1 
dez was leaving Spain for the coast of "Nt i 
France" — such the French declared to be t 
name of the coast south of the St. Lawrenc 
Coligny sternly counseled Ribaut not to suff ' 
Menendez to "encroach" uponhim *'nomore thit 
he would that you should encroach upon him." 

If the settlement at Port Royal had been i 
disquieting intrusion. Fort Caroline, under the verj 
nose of Havana and on the path of the treas
ure fleets, was an imminent menace to New Spain 
Its import was plainly stated in the reports tJ 
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Ihilip from Mexico. "The sum of all that can be 
iiid in the matter, is that they put the Indies in a 
c'ucible, for we are compelled to pass in front of 
liieir port, and with the greatest ease they can 
sally out with their armadas to seek us, and easi
ly return home when it suits them." In urging 
j:tion before Coligny could send Ribaut to reheve 
le colonists, the same report continued: **seeing 
lat they are Lutherans . . . it is not needful to 

I ave a man alive, but to inflict an exemplary 
|unishment, that they may remember it forever."' 
^ rhile French depredations had been protested by 
' liilip's envoy to France, the matter had not been 
I ashed to a rupture, because Phihp desired to 
t ilist the aid of Catherine. Catherine also was 
orced to temporize. She needed Philip's support 
o maintain her position of power in France be-
veen Catholic Leaguer and Huguenot, but she 

' ared not, for his friendship, go so far as to inter-
re with Coligny's designs on Florida, lest even the 

Trench Catholics turn against her; for they too had 
caught the Admiral's vision of a France once more 
^reat, rich, and glorious. I t suited her therefore 
to make answer that the French ships were bound 
lor a country discovered by France and known as 

* Lowery, Florida^ p . 105, 
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the Terre des Bretons and would in no way molest 

the territories of Spain! 

Ribaut reached Fort Caroline while Laudonniere 

and his men were still there. With the arrival d 

his ships, bringing three hundred more colonists, 

plans for evacuation were abandoned. 

To expel and castigate the French and to plai 

his own power solidly in Florida, Philip had at lad 

picked a man who would not fail. Menendez w; 

already a sea-soldier of note and had render* I 

signal and distinguished ser\ices to the Crow. 

He was a nobleman of the Asturias, where '*tl • 

earth and sky bear men who are honest, n(' 

tricksters, truthful, not babblers, most faithful t 

the King, generous, friendly, lightdiearted, ai ' 

merry, daring, and warlike." During the recei'^ 

wars, as a naval officer, he had fought the Frenc. 

and later, off his home coasts and otf the Canarit • 

he had defeated French pirate shii)s. 

]Menendez's contract was a typical conquistador't 

agreement. His chance to serve the King was i' 

certainty. His ])rofits were a gand)le. The tit!' 

of adelantado of Florida granted him was niaJf 

hereditary. His salary of two thousand ducab 

yearly was to be collected from rents and product; 
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0 the colony. He was given a grant of land 

t renty-five miles square, with the title of Marquis, 

a id two fisheries — one of pearls — wherever he 

sliould select them. He was to have a few ships of 

t s own to trade with some of the islands and was 

i: solved from certain import and export duties, 

.id for five years he was to retain whatever spoils 

1 found aboard the pirate vessels he captured. 

Ai)art from a loan from Philip of fifteen thousand 

L icats, which he bound himself to repay, he was 

t» bear all the expenses of the venture — about 

: 1,800,000. His fieet was to contain, besides the 

: '•II Pelayo of six hundred tons, six sloops of fifty 

tns each and four smaller vessels for u-̂ e in the 

i allow waters of Florida. His colonists were to 

I imber five hundred, of which one hundred must 

\' soldiers, one hundred sailors, and the rest ar-

aiis, officials, and farmers; and two hundred of 

em must be married. He was to take four 

suit priests and ten or twelve friars. He was to 

Itrcel out the land to settlers and to build two 

« wns, each to contain one hundred citizens and to 

ie protected by a fort. He was also to take about 

3'e hundred negro slaves, half of whom were to be 

R'omen. Above all he was to see that none of his 

wlonists were Jews or secret heretics. And he 
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was to drive out the French settlers *'by what 
means you see fit." He must also make a detailed 
report on the Atlantic coast from the Florida Key> 
to Newfoundland. The previous success of Me 
nendez as a chastiser of pirates may be indicated hy 

his possession of nearly two million dollars to spend 
on this colony. WTien his entire company wâ  
raised, it comprised 2646 persons, **not mendicants 
and vagabonds . . . but of the best horsemeno' 
Asturias, Galicia, and Vizcava," "trustworthy 
persons, for the security of the enterprise." 

Menendez sailed from Cadiz on Julv 29, 1561 

In the islands thirty of his men and three priest 
deserted; but neither this circumstance nor th 
non-arrival of half his ships, which were delayed b; 
storms, prevented him from continuing at once fo 
Florida. On the *2Sth of August he dropped ancho 
in a harbor about the mouth of a river and <:ave t̂  
it the name of the saint on whose festival he hai 
discovered it — Saint Augustine {San Agustin). 

Seven days later he went up the coast, looking 
for the French. In the afternoon he came upon 
four of Ribaut's ships lying outside the bar at 
St. John's River. Menendez, ignoring the French 
fire, which was aimed too high to do any damage, 
led his vessels in among the foe's. 
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"Gentlemen, from where does this fleet come?" 

'le demanded, as we are told, "very courteously." 

"From IVance," came the answer from Ribaut 's 

;lagship. 

**What are you doing here?" 

"Bringing infantry, artillery, and supplies for a 

"ort which the King of France has in this country, 

and for others which he is going to make." 

"Are vou Catholics or Lutherans.^" 

"Lutherans, and our general is Jean Ribaut ." 

In answer to like questions from the French 

hip, Menendez made reply: " I am the General; 

uv name is Pedro Menendez de Aviles. This is 

he armada of the King of Spain, who has sent me 

o this coast and country to burn and hang the 

Lutheran French who should be found there, and 

*n the morning I will board your ships; and if I 

ind anv Catholics thev will be well t reated." ' 

In the pause which followed this exchange of 

courtesies — " a stillness such as I have never 

heard since I came to the world," says the Spanish 

chaplain — the French cut their cables and, pass-

ng through the midst of the Spanish fleet, made 

off to sea. Menendez gave chase. But the French 

' This conversation is quoted by Lowery in Florida, pp. 156-
157. 
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ships were too swift for him. So at dawn he re
turned to the river's mouth. But, seeing tl e 
three other French vessels within I t e bar anc 
soldiers massed on the bank, he withdrew and 
sailed back to St. Augustine. Here he began tht 
fortification of a large Indian house, dug a trenc: 
about it, and bulwarked it with logs and eartl 
This converted Indian dwelling was the beginning 
of the settlement of St. Augustine. The work fin
ished and the last of the colonists and supplies land
ed, Menendez took formal possession. From a di- • 
tance the French ships watched the landing of tl ! 
Spanish troops; then made off to St. John's Rive 

On arrival a t Fort Caroline Ribaut gathere II 
his vessels together — except his son's, which hâ  
not returned — and, taking aboard four hundre 
soldiers, set out again, to attack St. Augustine 
He left only two hundred and forty men at For 
Caroline; and many of them were ill. His plan' 
were made against the advice of Laudonniere, 
left in command of the fort, who urged the dan
ger of his situation should contrary winds drive 
Ribaut's ships out to sea and the Spaniards make 
an attack by land. These forebodings were pro
phetic. A terrible wind arose which blew for tlays. 
And Menendez, guided by Indians and a French 
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pnsoner he had picked up in the islands, marched 

oerland upon Fort Caroline. 

On the "̂ Oth of September just before daybreak 

Jlenendez reached the fort. Most of the men 

hside were asleep. The trumpeter on the bastion 

lad barely sounded the alarm before the Spaniards 

ere inside the walls. The French had no time 

;> don clothes or armor. In their shirts or naked 

ley seized their swords and rushed out into the 

I ay light of the court. Within an hour one 

I andred and thirty-two French had been killed, 

I id half a dozen men and fifty women and children 

fiptured. The remaining French, many of them 

1 ounded, escaped to the woods; among them was 

! audonniere. I t was not a fight but a massacre. 

I ven the very sick were dragged out and slain. 

' ne woman who e>caped had a dagger wound in 

ir breast; though Menendez had given orders to 

)are the w^omen and children, fearing " t h a t our 

lord would punish me, if I acted towards them 

rith cruelty." 

Twenty-six French, including Laudonniere, were 

rescued by the ships of Jacques Ribaut and ulti-

I mately reached France. Some twenty more, too 

uadly hurt to travel fast, were discovered by the 

[men sent out by Menendez to beat the brush 
1 0 
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thoroughly for fugitives and run through witlj 
swords. One lone man, a belated Cabeza de Vacaj 
made his way across the country from tribe tu 
tribe and came out at Panuco. After a brief rê  
at the post, which he rechristened Fort San Matt ̂  
Menendez marched swiftly back to St. Augustine 
He learned presently that one hundred and forh 
men from two French ships wrecked by the storn 
were nearby. They had lost two hundred of t b i 
comrades, drowned, killed, or captured by savagt = 
they themselves were destitute. Menendez mal 
a quick march to the spot. When the castawa 
pleaded that their lives be spared until the arri\: 
of a French ship to take them home, Menencl' 
answered that he was "waging a war of fire a; 
blood against all who came to settle these pai: 
and plant in them their evil Lutheran sect. . .. 
For this reason I would not grant them a sa 
passage, but would sooner follow them by sea ai : 
land until I had taken their lives."' 

An offer of five thousand ducats for their liv̂ ^ 
met with the ambiguous reply that mercy would 
be shown for its own sake and not for price. So 
read the Spanish reports of this event. Frencl 
reports state that Menendez, to induce the one 

* Ruidiaz, La Florida, vol. II» p. 89. 
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:li;indred and forty men to surrender themselves, 

tleir arms, and ammunition without a blow, gave 

[liis oath to spare their lives and to send them to 

F'-ance. However tha t mav be, thev surrendered. 

T le chaplain discovered ten Catholics among them 

and these were set apart . The remaining one liun-

t I'd and thirty were given food and drink and were 

: t en told tha t — as a precaution because of their 

Dimbers — they must consent to have their hands 

ib lund behind them on the march to St. Augustine. 

^ enendez ordered a meal prepared for the prison-

i s gave his final instructions regarding them to 

1 'e officers in charge, and went on ahead. A 

f nshot's distance off, beyond a hummock, he 

I used long enough to draw a line with his spear 

the white sand of the flat. Then hr went on. 

' le heavy dusk from the sea was massing swiftly 

hind the Frenchmen, and the last faint flush 

' the afterglow was fading from the western 

> y, when they came up abreast of the spear-

jLie in the sand. There the Spaniards fell upon 

^tiem, slew, and decapitated them. The stain on 

're ground where this bloody scene was enacted 

Hii ineradicable, and after three and a half cen-

(jtries the place is still known as Las Matanzas 

! (The Massacre). 
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Shortly after Menendez had reached St. Augus
tine, Indians informed him that Jean Ribaut aiij 
two hundred men were a t Matanzas, having beei 
cut off there, as the other Frenchmen had been, L7 
the inlet, as they were attempting to reach Fcrt 
Caroline by land. Menendez set out immediately. 
Once more were the same ceremonies repeate' 
and Ribaut and his two hundred men were indue'i 
to surrender. When, with their hands bound, thi; 
were halted at the spear-line, now more clear f 
indicated by the heap of corpses along it, thi; 
were asked: "Are you Catholics or Lutherari 
and are there any who wish to confess.^" Seve 1 
teen Catholics were found and set aside. B 1 
Ribaut. the staunch Huguenot mariner of Diepp'. 
had been too long familiar with the menace »> 
death to recant because a dagger was poised ov : 
his entrails. He answered for himself and tl 
rest, saying that a score of years of life were \ 

small matter, for "from earth we came and unt; 
earth we return." Then he recited passages fron 
Psalm cxxxii. One of jNIenendez's captains thrust 
his dagger into Ribaut's bowels, and Meras, the 
adelantado's brother-in-law, drove his pike througl 
his breast; then they hacked off his head. 

" I put Jean Ribaut and all the rest of them to the 
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knife," Menendez wrote to Philip, "judging it to 

le necessary to the service of the Lord Our God, 

snd of Your Majesty. And I think it a very great 

fortune tha t this man be dead . . . he could do 

lore in one year than another in ten; for he was 

'e most experienced sailor and corsair known, 

'ery skillful in this navigation of the Indies and of 

he Florida Coast." ^ 

Some there were, of course, among his officers at 

t. Augustine, and among the nobility in Spain, 

ho condemned ^Menendez for his crueltv and for 

laying the captives after having given his oath 

')r their safety. But Barrientos, a contemporary 

jistorian, holds tha t he was *'very merciful" to 

' lem for he could "legally have burnt them alive 

. . . He killed them, I think, rather l)y divine 

ispiration." And Philip's comment, scribbled by 

is pen on the back of INIenendez's dispatch, was: 

' As to those he has kiUed he has done well, 

aad as to those he has saved, they shall be sent to 

Hie galleys."^ And he wrote to ]\Ienendez, ** We 

told that we have been well served." 

The name of Menendez is popularly associated 

11 America almost solely with this inhuman epi

sode. But the expulsion of the French was only an 

* Lowery. Florida, p. 200. ' Lowery, Florida, p. 206. 
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incident in a work covering nearly ten years, dur
ing which time Menendez proved himself an able 
and constructive administrator, as well as a vigor
ous soldier, and^laid the foundation of a Spanish 
colony on the northern mainland which endured 

Menendez was a dreamer, as are all men oi 
vision, and he pictured a great future for h s 
Florida — which to him meant the whole of north
eastern America. He would fortify the Peninsula 
to prevent any foreigner from gaining control (I 
the Bahama Channel, that highway of the precioi-
treasure fleets; he would ascend the Atlantic coa I 
and occupy Santa Elena, where the French hu ! 
intruded, and the Bay of Santa Maria (Chesapeal^ 
Bay), for, since one of its arms was perhaps tl ; 
long-sought northern passage, the bay might pro\ ; 
to be the highway to the Moluccas, much ei • 
dangered now by the activities of the Frencl 
The other extremity, on the Pacific, it was hope(, 
might be discovered by Legazpi, who shortly befori; 
had started on his way to conquer the Philii> 
pine Islands. This accomplished, then away with 
France and her Bacallaos (St. Lawrence) River, 
which, after all, Cartier and Roberval had found 
untenable. To approach Mexico, Menendez would 
occupy Appalachee Bay, and plant a colony at 



FLORIDA 151 

Coosa, " a t the foot of the mountains which come 

Tom the mines of Zacatecas and San Mar t in ," 

vhere Francisco de Ibarra was at this very moment 

ngaged in carving out the Kingdom of New Bis

cay. Finally, Menendez had great hopes of eco

nomic prosperity, for silkworms, vineyards, mines, 

}earls, sugar plantations, wheat and rice fields, 

lerds of cattle, salines, ship timber, and pitch 

vould make Florida not only self-supporting but 

idler *'tlian Xew Spain or even Peru." 

Vast and unified in vision were these contempo-

aneous projects of Philip and Ins men, enibrac-

ag the two oceans and reaching from Spain to the 

Philippine Islands. The tasks of Menendez in 

.a Florida, Ibarra in Xew Biscay, and Legaspi 

1 the Philippines were all but parts of one great 

?hole, and Florida, said Jlenendez, with a twen-

ieth-century contempt for distance and a Spanish 

isregard of time, "is but a suburb of Spain, for 

lit does not take more than forty days' sailing to 

>ome here, and usually as many more to return." 

AYithin two vears Menendez had established a 

I'ne of posts between Tampa Bay and Santa Elena 

Port Royal) and had made an a t tempt to colon-

î A' Virginia. But this work had not been done 

without setbacks. Disease and the adventurer's 
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dislike of manual labor — the same enemies that 
so nearly wrecked the English settlement at James
town several decades later — played their part ia 
hampering the growth of the Florida settlemen s, 
When the colonies might perhaps have been in a 
degree self-supporting, it was still necessary to 
import all their supplies. Over a hundred colonists 
died at St. Augustine and San Mateo (Fort Caro
line); the attitude of others was fairly express-'d 
in the statement of some deserters, that they b i 
not come there to plow and plant but to fiij 
riches and, since no riches were to be found, th . 
would no longer live in Florida **like beasts' 
From the principal settlements over three hundr ( 
men absconded; one hundred and thirty belongii,' 
to St. Augustine seized a supply ship and made < i 

in it. But Menendez's forces were strengthen •] 
by over a thousand colonists from Spain, T i| 
foothold in Florida had been won. 

Meanwhile Menendez had turned to inland 
exploration. While at Santa Elena in 1566, he 
sent Juan Pardo with twentv-five men ' ' to dis-
cover and conquer the interior country from 
there to ^lexico." Menendez aimed to joio 
hands with the advaTice guard of pioneers il 
New Biscay. Going northward through Orists, 
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Elj forty leagues Pardo apparently struck the 

ŝ f̂ambahee River. Turning west he visited Cufi-

iilichiqui, where De Soto had dallied with the 

'queen" a quarter century before. A few days 

kter he was a t Juala, on a stream near the foot 

îrf the Alleghanies. The mountain being covered 

vith snow, he could not proceed, so he built a 

wockade, called Fort San Juan, and left there a 

î ;: rrison under Sergeant Boyano. Going east to 

i {iatare (Wateree), he left there a priest and four 

: Idiers, and returned by a direct route to Santa 

E \ ena. He had thus extended the work of De 

''to by exploring a large part of South Carolina 

? I d adding considerably to the knowledge of 

^ ^ ^rth Carohna. 

) Conversion of the natives was an essential part 

- . Menendez's scheme to pacify and hold the coun-

li '. He had, as yet, no missionaries; so he de-

" iled some of his soldiers to the work, and, in 

^^. 136, by much urging, he induced Philip to equip 

b d send three Jesuits to Florida. The three were 

tlather Martinez, Father Rogel, and Brother Villa-

'H^d. Their mission began in disaster. Father 

illartinez was killed by Indians and the other two 

i?7ithdrew temporarily to the West Indies. On their 

"etum, Menendez established Father Rogel with a 
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garrison of fifty soldiers at San Antonio, on Charlott 
Bay, in the territory of the cacique Carlos, am 
Brother Villareal, also with a garrison, a t Tegesti 
on the Miami River mouth at Biscayne Bay. 

Menendez had now established three perman a 
settlements on the Atlantic coast — St. August la 
and San Mateo in Florida and Santa Elena in Soutl 
Carolina; and he had garrisoned forts a t Giiali 
in northern Georgia, at Tampa and Charlotte B;;yi 
on the west coast of the peninsula, and at Bisca; i 
Bav and the St. Lucie River on the east coif: 
From these points Spaniards would now commr i; 
the routes of the treasure fleets from the V 1 
Indies and from Vera Cruz, He had also j i 

jected a settlement at Chesapeake Bay, which ^ li 
not fated to endure. t 

In ^lay, 1567, after twenty months of conti ^ 
ous activity, Menendez went to Spain. There J 
was acclaimed as a hero. Philip made him Captaa 
General of the West, with command of a large fled 
to secure the route to the West Indies, appointd 
him Governor of Cuba, and created him Kniglil 
Commander of the Holy Cross of Zarza, of tlu 
order of Santiago. I t was said that Menendez wij 
greatly disappointed that his reward consisted q 
so many sonorous words and of so little substanc* 
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: Menendez had reached his zenith. The story 

H his later successes is varied with disasters, 

hi France, among all parties, the news of the 

massacre of Ribaut 's colony had kindled fury 

itiainst the Spaniards. Even to Catherine, in 

t:;it hour of humiliation, the slaughtered men 

il Florida were not Huguenots but French. She 

rjected Philip's insinuating suggestions to make 

f( )ligny the scapegoat, avowed her own i'espt>n>i-

fl ty, and protested bitterly the effrontery and 

! lelty of Philip's agent in murdering her subjects. 

bt her position in divided France was such that 

Nilip had the whip hand, and he couched his 

ii swers in terms to make her feel it. She dared 

11 go beyond high word>, lest he publish her as an 

1 ?mv of her own Church and, bv some sudden 

•̂•oke at her or her invalid >on, hasten the end 

which all his intrigues in her kingdom aimed, 
I 

' mely, the complete subservience of France to 

t e Spanish Crown. 

Catherine could not avenge the wrong; but 

Dominique de Gourgues could. (iourgues was 

ill ex-soldier and a citizen of good family; his 

parents were Cathohcs and he is not known to 

liive been a Protestant. He had been captured 

>a war by the Spaniards and had been forced 



156 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

to serve as a galley slave. Now to his o\v 
grievance was added that of his nation; and I 

chose to avenge both. I t is possible that he di 
not have the aid of the Queen and Coligny i 
raising his expedition — ostensibly to engage ' 
the slave trade — but quite probable that he dk 
He timed his stroke to fall during the absence ( 
Menendez in Spain. With one hundred and eiglu 
men he went out in August, 1567, and spent ii 
winter trading in the West Indies. Early next y-'̂  
he proceeded to Florida, landed quietly near • 
John's River and made an alliance with CI i 
Saturiba, who was hostile to the Spaniards but ? 
old friend of the French. Saturiba received i'v 

with demonstrations of joy, called his second; r 
chiefs to a war council, and presented Gourg o 
with a French lad whom his tribe had succo M 
and concealed from the Spaniards since the ti i 
of Ribaut. 

His force augmented by Saturiba's warriors 
Gourgues marched stealthily upon San ^Matw 
The Spaniards in the outpost blockhouses hu 

just dined "and were still picking their teeti' 
when Gourgues's cry rang out: 

"Yonder are the thieves who have stolen tH 
land from our King. Yonder are the murderer 
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J10 have massacred our French. On! On! Let 
1; avenge our King! Let us show that we are 
^Irenchmen!" 

' The garrison in the first blockhouse, sixty in 
il, were killed or captured. The men in the 
second blockhouse met the same fate; and the 
French pushed on towards San Mateo fort itself, 
t eir fury having been increased by the sight of 
[hench cannon on the blockhouses — reminders of 
fl rt Caroline. The Spaniards at San ]\Lateo 
I d received warning. A number had made oflF 
tiwards St. Augustine; the remaining garrison 
Dened artillery fire upon the French. The trees 
! reened the Indian allies; and the Spaniards, in 
I aking a sortie, were caught between the two 

rces. *'As many as possible were taken alive, 
' / Captain Gourgues's order, to do to them what 
ley had done to the French," says the report. 
he completion of Gourgues's revenge is thus 

•'lated: "They are swung from the branches of the 
inxe trees on which they had hung the French, 

aad in place of the inscription which Pedro Menen-
clez had put up containing these words in Spanish, 
Ido this not as to Frenchmen but as to Luther-
ins, Captain Gourgues causes to be inscribed with 
a hot iron on a pine tablet: / do this not as to 
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Spaniards nor as to Marranos [secret Jews] but 

to traitors, robbers, and murderers.''^ 

Gourgues now turned homeward. On the ^ 

he captured three Spanish treasure ships, thie 

their crews overboard, and took their content i( 

gold, pearls, merchandise, and arms. W îth 

hideous vindictiveness on land and water had 

repaid Spaniards for the massacre of his count 

men on Florida soil and for his own degradati 

as a slave in their galleys on the sea. And : 

too, like Menendez, stepping red-handed upon i 

native shores, was acclaimed as a hero. 

Troubles now came fast upon the Spaniard i 

Florida. Indians rose and massacred the sold a 
at Tampa Bay. The garrison at San Antonio ' ai 
compelled by hunger and the hostility of the u] 
tives to withdraw to St. x\ugustine. In rapid s:(! 
cession, the interior posts established by Pa4 
and Boyano were destroyed by the Indians, a 

abandoned to save provisions. By 1570 Indiai 
rancor and shortage of food had forced numbers d 
the colonists to leave the country. * 

^ Lowery, Florida, p. 333. There seems to be no proof tW 
Meneadez had hanged Frenchmen at Fort Caroline with tb 
inscription over them; but the report tha t he had done so vt 
believed in France. Spanish accounts do not mention it. 
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^\ The missionaries succeeded little better than 

it? soldiers; though Menendez had sent out four-

^Ln more Jesuits from Spain, in 1568, under 

^lither Juan Bautista de Segura. Father Rogel, 

4'iven from San Antonio and then from Santa 

ilVna, returned to Havana. Father Sedeilo and 

Is me five companions went to Guale (Georgia) 

ti'nere they labored for a year with some success. 

iB other Domingo translated the catechism into the 

B tive Guale tongue and Brother Baez compiled a 

I xmmar, the first written in the United States. Fa-

b'r Rogel went to Santa Elena, where he founded 

! uission a t Orista, some five leagues from the set-

• i ment of San Felipe. He succeeded well for sever-

i I months, but finally the Indians became hostile 

I nd. when the commander levied a tribute of provi-

' • )ns to feed the hungrj^ settlers, they rebelled, and 

tther Rogel was forced to withdraw to Havana 

i 570). About the same time and for like reasons 

r e missionaries abandoned Guale. 

ill Though he had failed on the peninsula and on 

• llie coasts of Georgia and South Carolina, Father 

J gura did not give up, but transferred his efforts 

;<!') Chesapeake Bay, where, with six other Jesu-

^h, he founded a mission a t Axacan, perhaps on 

:he Rappahannock. But within a few months the 
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fickle Indians turned against them and slew ?* 

gura and his entire band (157l). On his ret 

from Spain Menendez went to Chesapeake B 

and avenged the death of the missionaries b 

hanging eight Indians to the yardarms of his >!i. 

The Jesuits, after the martyrdom of Seg 
abandoned the field of Florida for Mexico, Ii 
in 1573, nine Franciscans began work in this i> 
promising territory. Others came in 1577 fai 
in 1593, twelve more arrived under Father Juai : | 
Silva. From their monastery at St. Angus j 
they set forth and founded missions along t 
northern coasts. Fray Pedro Chozas made ^ I; 
explorations inland; and Father Pareja began iii 
famous work on the Indian languages. By 1 1 
more than twenty mission stations were erecte< i 
the region today comprised in Florida. Georgia, !̂ 
South Carolina. The story of these Franciscan i Ji 
sions, though it is little known, is one of self->ii > 
fice, religious zeal, and heroism, scarcely excelled r 

that of the Jesuits in Canada or the Franciscansk 
California. I t is recorded in the mute but eloquent 
ruins scattered here and there along the Atlantic coiist. 

In 157*2 Menendez left America. He was firf 
of all a seaman; and he was called home to assist 
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jFiiilip in the preparation of the great Armada 

phich the King was slowly getting ready. But 

jilenendez did not live to command the Armada, 

['ir he died in 1574. His body was carried to the 

piiurch of St. Nicholas in Aviles and placed in a 

.niche on the Gospel side of the altar. His tomb is 

I larked with this inscription: "Here lies interred 

y\e very illustrious cavalier Pedro ^Nlen^ de Avilrs, 

•, lit ive of this town, Adelantado of the Provinces of 

, lorida. Commander of the Holy Cross of La 

area of the Order of Santiago and C? Gen^' of the 

I'cean Sea and of tlie Catholic Armada which the 

'ord Philip I I . assembled against England in the 

;ear 1574, a t Santander, where he died on the 

.7th of September of the said year being fifty-five 

.ears of age ." ' 

At the time when Menrudez returned to Spain, 

T 'hihp's intrigues in France reached their logical 

|M uhnination — in the ^^assae^e of St. Bartholomew 

.ad the end of Cohgny. France, again in the ago-

jtiies of civil strife, was no longer a menace. The 

(iiew shadow on his horizon was England —Enuiaiid 

^vith her growing navy and her Protestant faith; 

jjifmd her Queen, who was as expert a politician as 

i; ' Lowery, Florida, p. 384. 

I I 
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any man sent by Spain to her court, and more 
subtle then Philip himself. "This woman is pos
sessed by a hundred thousand devils," the Spanish 
envoy wrote to his King. During the years while 
England, after the upheavals of Mary's reign, Wc& 

becoming stable and waxing strong, Elizabeth's 
dexterity kept Philip halting from any one of tW 
deadly blows he might have struck at her. liy; 
her brilliant wit and her mendacity she kept him 
pondering when he should have been acting. S ^ 
worked upon his religious zeal and his vanity Ir 
letting herself be surprised by his envoy with . 
crucifix in her hands, or blushing with a prel ; 
confusion over Philip's portraits; and by these a i' 
other methods she kept him from bringing his i i-
trigues among her Catholic subjects to a hea i, 
lessened his support of Mary Stuart, and cans 1 
him to put off his designs for her own assassinatic 
But this play could not go on forever. The pir • 
cies of the English sea-dogs, the honoring by Eliz i-
beth of Francis Drake on his return from lool-
ing Spanish ships and "taking possession" of the 
North Pacific coast as New Albion, the attempts 
of Raleigh and White to plant colonies in Vir
ginia and Guiana, and later the sacking of Santo 
Domingo and Cartagena and the destruction of 
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^t. Augustine by Drake, and, finally, the persecu-

ion of the Jesuits in England, at last spurred Philip 

;o combat. By the Pope, who had issued a Bull of 

Deposition against Elizabeth, he had long been 

urged to conquer renegade England; and Mary 

Stuart had bequeathed to him her ^ 'rights" as 

sovereign of tha t kingdom. And Phihp had seen 

'hat his distant colonies couUl not be defended 

mh'ss he were sole King of the Occiin Sea. 

So the destiny of North America was decided 

)n the North Sra, in July, l.^ss, in the defeat of 

:he Spanish Armada by Sir 1 lancis Drake. The 

nastery of the ocean parsed from Spain to England. 

The waterways were open now for English colo-

ii>ts to seek those northern chores which Spain 

liad failed to occupy. In time the sparse stttle-

nents in the Spanish province of Florida came to 

)e hemmed in on the north by the English colo-

lies in Georgia and South Carolina and Alabama, 

md stopped on the west by the French colony 

jf Louisiana. 

Jamestown, 1607; Charleston, 1670; Savannah, 

1733: thus the English advanced relentlessly. And 

h 1763, following the Seven Year>' War, in which 

Spain fought on the side of France, the English 

expelled Spain from Florida entirely. Spain's 
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recovery of her foothold there during the Ameri

can Revolution, and her struggle afterwards to holl 

back the oncoming tide of the now independent 

Anglo-Americans, profited her nothing in the e ic; 

for in 1819, two hundred and twelve years aftff 

Jamestown, all that remained to Spain of her oil 

province of Florida passed to the United State-. 



CHAPTER VI 

NEW MEXICO 

*̂LD Castaneda, who wrote a belated chronicle of 

bronado's expedition, gave Coronado a black eye 
ad at the same time encouraged new flights of 

1 ncy. He made it appear that for some man of 
stiny the north held prizes. From the resem-

fiance of the Pueblo to the Aztec dwellings the 
' gion came to be called New Mexico. I t was, 
i ter all, the '*otro >Mexico," which so many had 
ught. For nearly four decades after Coronado's 
ly the Pueblo Indians were not revisited; but, 
iring the interval the frontier of settlement in the 

• ntral plateau of Mexico pushed northward, and 
'lie post of Santa Barbara was set up at the head of 
' e Conchos River, which led to the Rio Grande, 
rhis opened a new highway to New Mexico. 
Coronado's roundabout trail by way of the Pacific 
'lope, made dangerous by hostile Indians using 
loisoned arrows, was now no longer necessary. In 

165 
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the course of slave-catching and prospecting raiil 

down the Conchos, frontiersmen crossed the trail ol 

Cabeza de ^'aca and from the Indians heard ne? 

reports of the Pueblo country. Some one a t Sa .[\ 

Barbara had a copy of Vaca's Narratire, ; K 

the marvelous tale of adventure was read agaii 

with keen at tention. To the friars, newly heral«! :̂ 

Cibola appeared a virgin field in which to -̂  iv 

souls; to the soldiers and miners, a new worldc 

adventure and treasure. 

New Mexico was again the scene of expleiai 

tion. But , by the ordinance of 1573, mililif 

expeditions among the Indians were forbid* i 

and as a consequence any new enterprise n ii 

go in missionary guise. An expedition was ) 

ganized at Santa Barbara in 15S1, led by J ^^' 

Agustin Rodriguez, with whom went Fray F t-

cisco Lopez, Fray Juan de Santa Maria, i h 

teen Indian servants, and nine soldier-tra< -h 

The soldiers were led by Francisco Cliamusc tA, 

" t h e Singed." They were equipped with ninetjl 

horses, coats of mail for horse and rider, an(i si 

hundred cattle, besides sheep, goats, and liop* 

For barter with the natives ihcy carried merchaa 

disc. Wbile the primary purpose of the st 

was to provide food on the way, the friars w 
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piepared to remain in New Mexico if conditions 

ftre propitious. 

Leaving Santa Barbara on the 5th of June, the 

pirty descended the Conchos River to its mouth 

md proceeded up the Rio Grande. They were fol-

L^ed by a retinue of Indians who regarded them 

1'children of the sun — so the chronicler thought. 

1 hey passed through thePiros towns and continued 

i) the Tiguas above Isleta, and on to the Tanos on 

f mta Fe River. Here Father Santa Maria set out 

! one to carry reports to ^Mexico, against the wishes 

(his companions, whose fears were justified, for he 

vas killed three davs later bv Indians east of Isleta. 

- he two friars and their party continued to Taos, 

I'ar the Colorado line, and crossed to the Buffalo 

.'ains, east of the Pecos River. Returning west-

ird, they were obliged to fight a band of hostile 

dives in the Galisteo valley. Then they crossed 

!»ie Rio Grande and visited the Indian towns of 

i^conia and Zuni. On the wav some of the men, 

u )vlike, or with an historical sense, carved their 

names on El Morro Cliff, now called Inscription 

(Rock, where they are still visible. At Zuni they 

1 found three Mexicans who had come ^^ith Coro-

ii'iado, and after forty years had nearly forgotten 

ctheir native tongue. Back eastward came the 
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expedition. Rodriguez and Lopez decided to found 

a mission at Puaray, a Tigua town on the 
Grande above Albuquerque, and there, with a 1 ^ 
servants, the two friars made their abode. 1 at 
soldiers returned to Santa Barbara. Chamusca<lft 
the leader, became ill on the way and was carriec 
on a litter of hides strung between two hor*« 
Before reaching his destination he died. 

Three months later two servants from the n JJ 
sion fled to Mexico and reported that Lopez 1 ( 
been killed by the Indians. A rescue expedii (i 
was hastened, for Fray Agustin might still i 
alive. But the expedition was too late. On rei i 
ing Puaray it was learned that Fray Agustin 11; 
had been slain. 

The soldier-traders of this rescue party were * 
by Antonio de Espejo, a merchant of Mexico, ; i 
Espejo had other business in New ^lexico. Fi i 
the Rio Grande he explored northwest to Jenfl 
and went to Acoma and Zufii. Here he left Fatk 
Beltran, the Franciscan who accompanied him, îil 
went on in search of a lake of gold he had hearin 
of. Arrived at the Moqui towns, in Arizona, le 
obtained four thousand cotton blankets and saff 
the snake dance performed by the Hopi Indians, 
who still raise cotton and still pe ."orm the famous 
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dance, usually as a prayer for rain. Espejo now 
pushed westward and reached the region of Pres-
t)tt, where he discovered rich veins, later to be 
iQOwn as mines of fabulous wealth. Then, re-
t icing his steps to the Rfo Grande, he returned 
iy way of the Pecos River to Santa Barbara, 
rhither Father Beltran had preceded him. Espe-
''s report of the mines, of course, set the frontier 

(11 fire. 
The rumor that Drake, after raiding Spanish 
ips on the Pacific (loTO), had found the Strait of 

. aian, and had saile<l home through it, impelled 
! le Spaniards to extend their power northward to 
he shores of that Strait. So Philip ordered the 
' iceroy of ^lexico to make a contract with some 
. le for the conquest and settlement of New Mexico, 
-weral applicants came forward, including Espejo, 
ho proposed at his own expense to colonize New 

4exico with four hundred suldier-settlers and to 
lild a port where the Strait of Anian entered the 

'N'orth Seal So great was the excitement in Mex-
10 that some adventurers did not wait for official 
sanction, but set out on their own authority, know
ing that nothing succeeds like success. No result 
fcame of these unauthorized ventures, and, what 
iffith red tape and jealousies and disputes, it was 



170 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

some years before a contract was concluded witl 
any one. The King had his Armada on his miod 
and, for the time, was pinning all his hopes upon 
that. But, in 1588, his Armada was beaten ant 
almost wholly destroyed. His command of the; ei 
was gone. And he turned again to his subject 
in Mexico for help to make his power in the Ne? 
World secure. At last, in 1595, just when Vizcano 
was commissioned to colonize and hold Califorria 
the contract for the conquest and settlement oi 
New Mexico was awarded to Juan de Onate ]' 
Zacatecas. The two expeditions, indeed, v v 

regarded as parts of the same enterprise. 

Onate was the scion of a family distinguished f]' 
generations through service to the Crown in Sj lii 
and in Mexico; and he had married Isabel To! *;i-
Cortes ]\Iontezuma, a descendant of both Co: (> 
and iNIontezuma IL He was granted exten ê 
privileges in New ]\Iexico, much like those con
ferred upon Menendez in Florida thirty yrars 
before. His colonists were promised the rank of 
hidalgo — for themselves and their heirs, 'flei 
expedition was prepared in feudal style. Men oi 

means were made captains. They did homage ;;rcl 
swore fealty to Onate, sounded fife and drum, 
set up standards, and raised companies at tLcii 
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{̂ ra expense. Rich men staked their fortunes on 

t le gamble. 

Zacatecas was made the central rendezvous for 

.'ne colony, which was recruited from far and near. 

Jealousies and underminings interfered so much 

ui the preliminary stages tha t it was 1598 before 

!)aate left Santa Barbara, the last important out-

)st on the frontier. In his train went one hun-

red and thirty soldier-settlers, most of them 

iking their families, a band of Franciscans under 

ather Martinez, a large retinue of negro and 

ladian slaves, seven thousand head of stock, and 

'Ighty-three wagons and carts for transporting the 

•omen and children and the baggage. 

The baggage must h a \ e been ample indeed if all 

he officers were as well supplied as Captain Luis de 

'felasco with wardrobe and appurtenances suitable 

D a cavalier in the wilderness. Don Luis had one 

uit of "blue Italian velvet trimmed with wide gold 

'i)assementerie, consisting of doublet, breeches, and 

, Teen silk stockings with blue garters and points of 

!::old lace," a suit of rose satin, one of straw-colored 

i>atin, another of purple Castilian cloth, another of 

chestnut colored cloth, a sixth and daintier one, 

of Chinese flowered silk. He had two doublets of 

! Castilian dressed kid and one of royal lion skin 
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gold-trimmed; two linen shirts, fourteen pairsq 
Rouen linen breeches, forty pairs of boots, shod 
and gaiters, three hats, one black, trimmed arouali 
the crown with a silver cord and black, purdt 
and white feathers, another gray with yellow . a! 
purple feathers, the third of purple taffeta trimciet 
with blue, purple, and yellow feathers and a b;ini 
of gold and silver passementerie. He took fou 
saddles '* of blue flowered Spanish cloth bound T\ L 
Cordovan leather," three suits of armor, and ttra' 
suits of horse armor, a silver-handled lance vi;j 
gold and purple tassels, a sword and gilded da^.. 
with belts stitched in purple and yellow siU 
broadsword, two shields, and — as a protect J 
against weather and sneezes — a raincoat and i 
linen handkerchiefs. A bedstead and two n ac
tresses with coverlet, sheets, pillows, and pill i-
cases anda canvas mattress-bag bound with leat tr 
completed his outfit — not forgetting servai u*, 
thirty horses and mules, and a silken banner. 

Instead of continuing down the Conchos, Ofiale 
opened a new trail direct to the Rio GrandeJ 
Early in April (1598) he reached the Medan», 
the great sand dunes south of El Paso. On tie 
twenty-sixth he camped on the river just beloî  
El Paso. Here on the thirtieth he took forml 
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possession *'of all the Kingdoms and provinces of 
yew Mexico, on the Rfo del Norte, in the name of 
cur Lord Eang Philip." The day was given up 
to a celebration beginning with artillery salutes, 
llass, and a sermon, and concluding with the 
presentation of a comedy written by Captain Far-
iin. On the 4th of May Onate crossed the Rio 
ii rande at El Paso. Then with sixty men he went 
liead in person " to pacify the land." Two 
;tonths later, at the present Santo Domingo, a 
•aeblo west of Santa Fe, he received the sub-
iiission of the chiefs of seven provinces. Con-
' auing north a short distance, on July 11, 1598, he 
I'tabhshed headquarters at the pueblo of Caypa, 
! len renamed and ever since known as San Juan. 
*Fith the aid of fifteen hundred natives he began 
le construction of an irrigation ditch. His colo-
ists came up with him early in August; and, on the 

• th of September, they celebrated the completion 
if the first church erected in New Mexico. On the 
t'̂ ext day chiefs from all the explored territory 
tassembled to do honor to their Spanish super-chief 
(Had to receive their rods of office as lieutenants of 
King Philip. A tone of solemnity was given the 
iiicene by holding the ceremony in the kiva, or 
{5acred council chamber, of the pueblo. There, on 
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bended knee, the chiefs swore allegiance to Goli 

and the King of Spain, and sealed the oath b 

kissing the hands of Oiiate and Father Martinez. 

The ceremony over, Oiiate gave his mind to 

plans for exploration. He wished to explore t t i 

Buffalo Plains, discover the Strait of Anian, open' 

a land route to the Pacific, and take a look a t tli 

country northeastward beyond Quivira. 

Sixty men went to the plains to procure mea: 

and tallow and to capture buffalo to domesticate. 

After a few tilts the plan to tame the ugly beast 

was given up, but more than two thousand pounc 

of tallow were obtained. Onate went to Moqu 

and from there Marcos Farfan led a party to tl 

gold-fields of Arizona which Espejo had discoverei 

and staked out claims. On their way to joi 

Onate, Juan de Zaldivar and fourteen companioi 

were slain at Acoma, by the rebellious People c 

the White Rock. To punish the offenders Onai 

sent out an expedition which captured Acorn;, 

after two days of terrific fighting on its stone 

stairs, laid the pueblo waste by fire, and exter

minated most of its inhabitants. Shortly after

ward Onate led eighty men down the Canadian 

River, crossed Oklahoma, and entered Quivira at 

Wichita, Kansas; but he was forced to retreat by 
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Lidian hostility. Another golden dream had a 

p:'0saic awakening. 

Meanwhile disaster had befallen the colony, 

Tvhich by this time had moved its headquarters 

across the Rio Grande to San Gabriel, near Chama 

River. A dry season had made food scarce and, 

lihen Onate returned, he confiscated the supplies 

ii. the pueblos, leaving the Indians destitute. The 

f iars, whose first thought was for their missions, 

T ere now in confiict with Onate. One of them 

V rote of him: ' ' I n all the expeditions he has butch-

red many Indians, human blood has been shed, 

u d he has committed thefts, sackings, and other 

a rocities. I pray tha t God may grant him the 

£'ace to do penance for all his dt'ods." Hunger 

L rove most of the settlers and all the friars but 

'lie back to Santa Barbara. Among those who 

ithdrew, ruined in fortune, was Captain Luis de 

^'elasco, the erstwhile Beau Brummel of the satin 

I Dats. Onate sent soldiers after his faint-hearted 

colonists to arrest and bring them back. Some of 

them returned, and Father Escobar came north as 

the new superior of the missionaries, bringing six 

new friars. 

Finally, in 1604, Onate carried out his intention 

of reaching the South Sea. I t was his last throw of 
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the dice. By this time he and his friends were 
ruined in fortune, and his reputation was under a 
cloud as a result of charges made by his rivals anc 
enemies. New Mexico was already a white ek 
phant on the royal hands. Onate must make a hi' 
somewhere, and Vizcaino had just focused atten 
tion on California. Westward, therefore, Onah 
again turned. With thirty men he followed th 
footsteps of Espejo and Farfan and went on to tbt 
Colorado, down the Colorado to the Gulf of Cali 
fornia; explored the shore of the Gulf, found n 
pearl fisheries, and returned to San Gabriel con 
vinced that California was an island. On the wa; 
he had heard from an Indian wag of a land to th 
north where people slept under water and wor 
golden bracelets; of a race of unipeds; of gian 
Amazons on a silver island to the west; of a trib 
with long ears trailing on the ground, and of an 
other nation which lived on smells. And, as Fatht 
Escobar indited of these matters, since God hai 
created greater wonders and "since they have been 
affirmed by so many and different tribes . . . they 
cannot lack foundation." 

New Mexico was an expense. It had not led to 
discovery of the Strait of Anian; the distant mines 
ot Arizona could not be worked without Indian 
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labor, which could only be procured by keeping a 
large and costly military force in the country. The 
BL'W Viceroy of Mexico reported on the province 
unfavorably to the King and urged that all ef-
f> rts now be concentrated on California. The colo-
L sts were as disheartened as the Viceroy. They 
tlireatened to leave if ample supplies did not arrive 
\iithin the year. At the same time, in August, 
I'iOT, Onate asked for his release, unless sufficient 
£ J was to be sent to him. This may have been 
i bluff. If so, it was called. His request was 
. anted and early in 1609 Pedro de Peralta arrived 
i I San Gabriel as the new Governor with instruc-
t ons to find a better site and move the capital and 
()lonv thither. Thus Peralta founded the town of 
uanta Fe. Onate returned to Mexico, where the 
(larges against him were pending for more than a 
ecade. The rewards for his services were poverty, 
Qcmies, and disappointment. Nevertheless, he 
ad founded a permanent outpost for Spain and a 

tolony which after three centuries gives character 
lo one of our commonwealths. 

Hopes of finding rich minerals in New Mexico 
having failed, the province remained chiefly a 
missionary field, with its principal secular settle
ment at Santa Fe. But as a missionary province 

12 

file:///iithin


178 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

it flourished. According to Father Benavides, b 

1630 there were fifty friars a t work. Their twentj 

five missions included ninety pueblos and six+i 

thousand converts. At each mission there were 

school and workshops, where the neophytes we' 

taught reading, writing, singing, instrumental music 

and the manual arts . 

The account which Father Benavides gives 

the Queres missions is typical of all. *'Pa»i!;l 

forward another four leagues," he says, '* thcQuerJ 

nation commences with its first pueblo, that of Si t 

Felipe, and extends more than ten leagues in sev< a 

pueblos. There must be in them four thousai ! 

souls, all baptized. There are three monasteri -

with very costly and beautiful churches, aside fro i 

those which each pueblo has. These Indians a » 

very dexterous in reading, writing, and playing c \ 

all kinds of instruments and are skilled in all t l 

crafts, thanks to the great industry of the friai • 

who converted them." 

For eighty years Spaniards and Indians dwe t 

at peace with each other. But while the Indians 

accepted the religion of the friars, they also pre

served their own — as they have preserved it to 

this day — and, under demands that they give it 

up , coupled with penances and punishments, they 
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Ircame sullen. Then, too, they were driven to 

labor for their conquerors. The secret bitterness 

flamed up in the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, led by 

Pope, a Tewa medicine man, who had suffered 

chains and flogging. At this time the Spanish 

jxjpulation numbered nearly three thousand set

tlors, living chiefly in the upper Rio Grande vaUey 

htween Isleta and Taos. Besides the towns of 

banta Fe and Santa Cruz de la Canada, a .settle-

I ent had also been formed on the river a t El Paso, 

I )w the ^Mexican town of Juarez. In addition 

[\ the labor enforced on them, the Indians paid 

ibute vearlv in cloth and maize for the benefit of 

tie alien settlers. The}' were more than willing 

t) listen to Pope when he talked of casting out the 

! eavy-handed strangers. Pope — whipped out of 

:in Juan for witchcraft — made his headquarters 

I Taos, whither he called the northern chiefs. 

he depth of his hatred for the Spaniards may be 

I gauged by the fact that , having reason to suspect 

'tie fidelity of his son-in-law, Bua, governor of the 

:an Juan pueblo, he >>lew hiui with his own hand. 

Isleta and the Piros pueblos to the south did not 

' join in the conspiracy, but their lack was more than 

compensated by an alliance with thefierccApaches. 

, ^o masterly was Pope's generalship tha t the blow 



180 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

fell simultaneously on all the settlements. Mec 
women, children, and friars — over four hundrec 
all told — were slaughtered indiscriminately; thi 
churches, houses, and property destroyed. About 
twenty-five hundred Spaniards escaped to tht 
settlement a t El Paso. 

For eighteen years the Indians held New Mexi 
CO. There was not a resident Spaniard north ol 
the El Paso district. In 161)̂ 2 Governor Diego dt 
Vargas led an expedition for the reduction of tht 
province. The reclamation and fortification ol 
that territory, and the spread of Spanish rult 
beyond it, had again become vital. Wirgas re 
conquered New ^lexico with comparatively litth 
bloodshed; for most of the pueblos, taken by sur
prise, submitted without a blow. But when Var 
gas returned in 1693 with a colony of eight hun 
dred settlers, the northern towns made a stifi 
resistance. I t was not until the end of 1694 that 
they were conquered. Taos, where the old con
spiracy had had its roots, was sacked and burned 
The Indian warriors, taken prisoners in the battles, 
were executed; hundreds of women and children 
were made slaves. Once more in the following 
year did the Indians rise to repel the invader, but 
their strength was broken. A series of bloody 
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campaigns by Vargas and his successor, Cubero, 
crushed a t last their heroic spirit. The recon-
quest was complete, and Spanish rule was made 
secure exactly a century after it had first been 
established by Oiiate. 

For another century and a quarter New Mexico 
continued under Spain; then it became a part of 
independent ^Mexico. I t was a typical Spanish 
0 tpost, isolated and sluggish, quite unlike the 
Ii ely mining and political centers of New Spain 
i Iher south. At Santa Fe a long succession of 
j Htary governors ruled over the province and 
1 gaged sometimes in unsavory quarrels with the 
[.ssionary superiors. 
The Indian pueblos were missions under the 

riritual control of the padres, and mimic munici-
lities with their own officers under the pohtical 

. d economic control of alcaldes, appointed by 
t e Governor. In the larger pueblos Spanish and 
L' the smaller half-caste alcaldes were usually 
appointed. The alcaldes appointed agents and 
seldom visited their Indian charges. The offices 
vere means, not alone of controlling, but more par
ticularly of exploiting the natives. Each pueblo 
^as required to carry provisions to the alcalde's 



182 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

home — a sheep a week, butter, beans, tortil
las, and other provisions. The natives also ren
dered personal service on the alcalde's haciend.i 
or in his household. They planted, tilled, an<l 
harvested his crops, sometimes going long dis
tances and carrying their tools. When the wool o' 
the cotton was gathered it was parceled out tn 
the Indians to manufacture into fabrics — for th*! 
alcalde's benefit. Women were required for house 
hold service, with resulting scandals, Indian 
often bought, at high prices, freedom for thei 
women from this household service. The alcalde 
and the Governor monopolized most of the trad : 
with their pueblos. Weekly labor for the Govei 
nor was so distributed that Indians from Ri 
Arriba went to Santa Fe to work between Resur 
rection Dav and All Saint's Dav; those from Ri , 
Abajo going during the rest of the year. Ever; 
week five women were sent to grind corn anc 
do other work at the Governor's palace, while i 
certain number of men worked on his haciendas. 

For a picture of New INIexico in 1744 we are 
indebted to Father Menchero, procurator of the 
missions. The province included not only the set
tlements of the upper Rio Grande but the El 
Paso district as well, on both sides of the river. 
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At tha t time there were seven hundred and sev

enty-one households, or about ten thousand per

sons, for families were surprisingly large. Two-

ttirds of these people lived in the four principal 

c'ties of Santa Fe, Santa Cruz, Albuquerque, and 

E! Paso. Of these El Paso was the largest. The 

ivmainder lived on haciendas and ranchos — 

niral villages they were, ranging from five to 

f rty-six families each. The Franciscans still ad-

r inistered twentv-fi\'e missions, each contain-

. g from thirty to one hundred families. Nine-

: en of these missions were in the upper district, 

:.'tween Isleta and Taos, Pecos and Zuni. Six 

} ere strung along the Rio Grande below El Paso 

? ithin a distance of twenty leagues. All these were 

I en on the right bank of the stream, but sub-

; quent changes in the river bed have left some 

them in Texas. Population increased slowly 

^ it steadily to the end of Spanish rule, when 

lie province, not counting the El Paso district, 

had thirty thousand settlers. 

The Spaniards, so-called, were by no means all 

lull-blood Castilians. In every frontier Spanish 

colony the soldiery was to a large extent made 

op of castes — mestizos, coyotes, and mulattoes 

— and New Mexico was no exception to the 
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rule. As time went on, the Indian admixture iD 
creased. The laws of the Indies provided tha 
Spaniards and castes should not settle in the I I 
dian towns and missions, on the theory that the as 
sociation was bad for the Indian. Nevertheles.'; 
before the end of the eighteenth century mani 
Spaniards, and especially the castes, settled in thi 
Indian pueblos, where they gained possession of thi 
Indian lands, and by getting the Indians in thei 
debt, kept them in practical peonage. Similarly 
the castes often got control of the pueblo go\ 
ernment. The Indians were required by law 1 
nominate their own "governors," but in mar 
cases the coyotes and mulattoes managed to seen i 

the election. 

Of all the elements in the population none w; 
more unhappy than the genizaros, or Janissarie' 
These were Indians of various tribes of the plain | 
ransomed or captured in childhood, employed v\ 

servants, and Christianized. They were employed 
especially as scouts and as auxiliaries in cari^ 
paigns, hence their name. They were an extra
neous element in society, and they tended to segi 
regate themselves from both Spaniards and Pueb 
los. Frequently they ran away. For these out 
casts the missionaries in 1740 founded a missioi 
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leltlement a t Thome on the Rio Grande, just be

es Isleta; others were founded later a t Belen 

\:.\ Sabinal. 

The river valleys of New Mexico were highly 

productive. Irrigation was commonly practiced. 

h the upper districts maize, wheat, cotton, garden 

tiick, cattle, sheep, goats, horses, mules, and 

[(vis were raised on a considerable scale. Sheep 

n sing flourished especially in the north, and 

c ttle abounded at Taos and SoKdad. The In-

[' ins manufactured fabrics of cotton, wool, buf-

3 0, deer, and rabbit hides. At Albuquerque 

oolen and cotton fabrics were woven bv the 

i'aniards. At El Paso a fine acequia watered 

\'ge fields of wheat and maize and vineyards 

' lich produced ''fine wine in no way inferior to 

at of Spain." Some of the haciendas were large 

d productive. That of Captain Rubin de Cells, 

* 1 leagues below El Paso, had on it twenty Span-

L1 families. The Treval hacienda, at Laguna, 

(listomarily planted two hundred fanegas (400 

bushels) of wheat and three hundred fanegas of 

Eaize, all by means of tributary Indian labor. 

j At Taos annual fairs were held. Wild Indians 

I Drought captive children and buffalo and deer 

skins, to exchange for horses, nmles, knives. 
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hatchets, and trinkets. The Moqui pueblos ha 
a large commerce in cattle and fabrics with thfl 
surrounding tribes, particularly with the Yum;i 
and Mojaves of the Colorado River. The Spar 
iards conducted Indian trade at long distances' 
making frequent or even annual expeditions to the 
Jumanos of central Texas, to the Pawnees and th? 
Arapahoes beyond the Arkansas, and to the var-
ous tribes of the Utah Basin, as far as Lake Utah 
The monopolistic system of Spain restricted ext^Tn I 
trade to narrow channels. The great commerci;! 
event of the year was the departure of the annu; 
caravan of cattle, carts, and pack mules, bound f' ' 
Chihuahua, whither exports were sent and whenc 
manufactured articles were obtained. 

In the eighteenth century the French of Louis 
ana began to smuggle into New Mexico muc i 
needed merchandise. After Louisiana passed int 
the hands of Spain, communication was opene 
with St. Louis, and trade with the Plains IndiacJ 
increased. Early in the nineteenth century Ameri
can traders and adventurers attempted to enter 
the country, but usually fell into Spanish prisons. 
In 1806 Zebulon Pike, the American explorer, wns 
captured by Spaniards and taken to Santa Fe. To 
his American eye Santa Fe's one-story houses ol 
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1 thick adobe walls looked from a distance "like a 

. fleet of flat-boats which are seen in the spring and 

. fa 1 seasons descending the Ohio. . , , The public 

square is in the center of the town, on the north 

side of which is situated the palace or government 

house, with the quarters for the guards, etc. The 

olher side of the square is occupied by the clergy 

a d public officers. . . , The streets are very nar

row, say, in general, twenty-five feet. The supposed 

P'pulation is 4500." 

When Mexico threw off the Spanish yoke in 

i--21, New Mexico became a province of Mexico, 

fth a northern boundarv a t the fortv-second 

)irallel, including Colorado, Utah, Nevada, and 

lost of Arizona. The exclusive policy of Spain 

,is now relaxed, and American trappers and 

aders found free access. American pioneers like 

it Carson and Charles Bent adopted the country 

ud married its daughters; and traders opened the 

^'eat caravan trade from St. Louis to Santa Fe, 

iience to Chihuahua and to Los Angeles. When 

) ew JNICXICO passed into American hands the pop-

jlation had reached sixty thousand — a figure 

about equal to the total French population in North 

America a t the end of the French regime. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE JESUITS ON THE PACIFIC SLOPE 

O N the Pacific slope the frontiers of effective settle
ment marched northward by slow degrees inti 
Arizona and Lower California. This advance wa
led throughout the seventeenth century by Span 
ish Jesuits, contemporaries of the better knowr 
Black Robes in Canada. Laboring in a mucl 
more propitious field, they were able to achieve 
more permanent results than their less numerous 
and less fortunate French brothers in the Cana
dian wilderness. The Jesuits on the Pacific slope 
made important contributions to civilization. A 
large part of the population in this area today 
has sprung from ancestors, on one side or the 
other, who got their first touch of European cul
ture in the Jesuit missions and most of the towns 
and cities of today have grown up on the sites of 
early missions. 

Missions were an integral part of Spain's scheme 
IBS 
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oi conquest. Experience on the frontiers of Mexi
co, repeated in Florida, proved that the methods 
c[ such conquerors and pacificators as Guzman and 
De Soto had worked ill on the whole. A mass of 
legislation and royal instructions issued in the 
s: ven teenth century indicates that the authorities 
O'sired to approximate to that ideal of conquest 
tl rough love for which Fray Luis Cancer had, long 
a;o, laid down his life on the sands of Florida. 

The Indians had a definite place in the Spanish 
I heme. Apart from the fact that Indian wars 
^ ?re costly, Spain wished to have the natives 
J eserved and rendered docile and contented wards 
} the government. She needed their toil, because 
} the dearth of Spanish laborers. Furthermore 
>ie lacked white settlers. She planned, there-
re, to gather the Indians into permanent villages, 
) civilize them, and to use them as a bulwark 
gainst other European powers who might seek to 

dant colonies on her territory. Not to the con
quistador could she look for fulfillment of this 
design. For, though his contract bade him be 
tender, it offered him no means of enriching himself 
except through the fortuitous discovery of precious 
metals or pearls — or by plundering and exploit
ing the natives. Spain turned to the missionaries 
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because the Indians were "well disposed to recehd" 
the friars" — as Mendoza had written to the Kin 
in describing Guzman's devastations in Sinaloa-
"while they flee from us as stags fly in the forest." 

In the early days of conquest in the West Indi*^ 
and Mexico the control of the Indians had beenj' 
largely in the hands of trustees, called encovu). 

deros. They were secular persons, for the mo;l 
part, entrusted {encomendar means to entrusl 
with the conversion, protection, and civilizaticl 
of the natives, in return for the right to explo I 
them. In theory the scheme was benevolent. B I, 
human nature is weak, and the tendency of tl j. 
trustee was to give his attention chiefly to explc • 
tation and to neglect his obligations. As a resu l' 
the encomienda became a black spot in the Spai f 
ish colonial system. Efforts were made to aboli^*, 
the evil, and by slow degrees some progress wi i 
achieved. Then, too, as the frontiers expandec*: 
the institution tended to die a natural deatl. 
Civilized Aztecs were worth the trouble of conquer
ing; wild Apaches and warlike Creeks hardly, for 
the cost of subduing them was disproportionate tc 
the returns from their labor. 

On the new frontiers, therefore, the care anc 

' Lowery, Spanish Settlements, vol. i, p . 400, 
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coutrol of the Indians was given over largely to the 

missionaries, aided by soldiers. The missionaries 

mre expected to convert, civilize, and control the 

[fidians, without the old abuses of exploitation, 

go it was tha t in the seventeenth and eighteenth 

ceiituries missions became almost universal on 

tie frontiers. They operated simultaneously in 

tie still unsubdued areas of northern Mexico, and 

in South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Texas, New 

J exico, Arizona, and Lower California. 

It was in 1591 tha t the Jesuits, having after vain 

nors abandoned the Atlantic coast, first entered 

maloa to heal the wounds made by the conquer-

) s, and to gather together, convert, and civilize 

1 e remains of the native population. As they 

lent slowly northward, tribe b\ ' tribe, valley by 

I lley, they founded missions beside the streams, 

tracted the natives to them by gifts and the 

•! splay of religious pictures aud images, bap

tized them, and gradually influenced them to col

let in villages about the missions, to submit to 

tiie discipline of the padre in charge, to cultivate 

the soil, and to learn a few simple arts and crafts, K 

By the middle of the seventeenth century they had 

reached the upper Sonora valley. Meanwhile set

tlers had crept in behind the missionaries to engage 
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in mining, grazing, and agriculture. These litte 
outposts on the Pacific coast mainland became i 
base for later developments in adjacent Cahfornii 

The man who led the way into Arizona andLow^ 
California was one of the heroic figures of Ameii 
can history — Eusebio Francisco Kino. This hare ] 

Jesuit was born near Trent in 1645, of Itahan par 
entage, and was educated in Austria. He disti > 
guished himself as a student at Freiburg and Inge I 
stadt and, in consequence, was offered a prof esse* 
ship in mathematics at the royal university of B. 
varia. He rejected the offer and vowed himself ( 
the missionary service, as a follower of Saint Fra li 
cis Xavier, to whose intercession he attributed 1 f! 
recovery from a serious illness. He had hoped ( 
go to the Far East, literally to follow in the foe 
steps of his patron, but there came a call f 
missionaries in New Spain and hither he can 
instead. Arriving in 1681, he proceeded two yea s 
later, as rector of missions, with an expeditiet 
designed to colonize the peninsula of Californi;'. 
The natives, though among the lowest in intelli* 
gence and morality of any tribes in America, wer« 
unwarlike and tractable on the whole. But a 
prolonged drought on the mainland, the base fô  
supplies, caused the abandonment of the enterprise 
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Destiny reserved for Kino a more promising 

Deld. Missions had alreadv been established over 

al! of southern and eastern Sonora. But beyond, 

tft the west and north, lay the virgin territory of 

Fmeria Alta, home of the upper Pimas, a region 

vhich comprised what is now northern Sonora and 

southern Arizona. At tha t elav it was all included 

il the district of Sonora, to which it belonged until 

] IS. when the northern portion was cut off by the 

C tdsden Purchase. 

Father Kino arrived in Pimeria Alta in ]\Larch, 

S7, the verv month when La Salle met his death 

[ the wilds of central Texas, and began a term 

i service that was to last for twentv-four vears. 

I le frontier mission station when he arrived was 

Cucurpe, in the vaHey of the river now called 

•n Miguel. Cucurpe still exists, a quiet little 

exican pueblo, sleeping under the shadow of 

I e mountains, and inhabited l)y descendants of 

i dians who were there in Kino's time. 

Some fifteen miles above Cucurpe, on the San 

\liguel River, Kino founded the mission of Nens-

II Senora de los Dolores — Our Lady of Sor-

X'ws. The site chosen was one of peculiar fitness 

î id beauty. Nearby the Httle San Miguel breaks 

iirough a narrow canyon, whose walls rise several 

13 
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hundred feet in height. Above and below tl 
gorge the river valley broadens out into rich vega 

or irrigable bottom lands, half a mile or more I 
width and several miles in length. On the ea.. 
the valley is walled in by Sierra de Santa Teresji, 
on the west by the Sierra del Torreon. CIOSIDJ 

the lower valley and hiding Cucurpe stands Cen 
Prieto; and cutting off the observer's view tf 
ward the north rises the grand and rugged Sierr 
Azul. At the canyon where the river breal 
through, the western mesa juts out and forms 
cliff approachable only from the east. On th i 
promontory, protected on three sides from attac , 
and affording a magnificent view, was placed t l ' 
mission of Dolores. Here still stand its ruins, ii] 
full view of the valley above and below, of tl y 
mountain walls on the east and west, the north ai IJ 
south, and within the sound of the rushing catara^ i 
of the San Miguel as it courses through the gorgi 
This meager ruin on the cliff, consisting now ol 
a mere fragment of an adobe wall and saddening 
piles of debris, is the most venerable of all the maiiv 
mission remains in Arizona and northern Sonora, 
for Our Lady of Sorrows was mother of them all, 
and for nearly a quarter of a century was the home| 
of the remarkable missionary who built them. 
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From his station a t Dolores, Kino and his com-

paaions, Jesuits and soldiers, pushed the frontier of 

missionary work and exploration across Arizona 

t'l the Gila and Colorado rivers. Most faithful 

amongst his associates, and his companion on many 

along journey over the deserts, was Lieutenant 

] an Mange, who, like Kino, has left us excellent 

a"counts of these pioneer days. 

' Kino began his exploration into what is now Ari-

ziaa in 1691. He was accompanied on his first 

ic irney by Father Salvatierra, who had come from 

: e south as a visitor. Thev went north as far as 

[imacacori, a Pima village on the Santa Cruz 

^ ver, now the site of a venerable mission ruin. In 

1 e following year Kino reached San Xavier del Bac 

d entered the valley of the San Pedro, north of 

3Uglas. At Bac he spoke to the natives the 

)rd of God, '*and on a map of the world showed 

*' em the lands, the rivers, and the seas over which 

\ ' fathers had come from afar to bring them the 

:>; ving knowledge of the holv faith"; so giving 

'1 em a lesson in geography, as well as a bit of Gos-

3d truth. Two vears later Kino descended the 

?anta Cruz River to the Casa Grande, the famous 

min on the Gila River, of which in his writings he 

jives us the first description. " T h e casa grande,'^ 
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and the stark peaks, he baptized and taught ii 
little huts which the wondering Indians built t 

serve as chapels. Kino's diaries reveal not only n 
consuming zeal for his faith, but a deep love anii 
paternal care for his red-skinned flock. He was not 
satisfied with itinerant preaching, which left tht 
Indians to revert to their pagan ways between 
his \dsits; but he gathered them into missions as th< 
law required. By 1696 Kino had begun to prepar 
for resident missions in Arizona by founding stocl 
ranches in the Santa Cruz and San Pedro vallev^ 
and four years later had begun the building of Sai 
Xavier del Bac, near the present Tucson, which i 
in use to this day. On April 2H, 1700, he wrote ii 
his diary: " . . . we began the foundations of ; 
very large and capacious church and house of Sai 
Xavier del Bac, all the many people working witl 
much pleasure and zeal, some in digging for tin 
foundations, others in hauling many and very goo( 
stones of tezontJe,' from a little hill which was about 
a quarter of a league away. For the mortar for 
these foundations it was not necessarv to haul 
water, because by means of the irrigation ditcJio 
we very easily conducted the water where wc 
wished. And that house, with its great court and 

^ A porous stone much used by Mexicans for building. 

file:///dsits
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garden nearby, will be able to have throughout the 

year all the water it may need, running to any 

place or work-room one may please, and one of the 

greatest and best fields in all Nueva Biscaya."^ 

The " m a n y people" were three thousand Indians 

who had gathered to meet him and to beseech him 

to remain with them. Kino was willing, for he re

garded San Xavier as the strategic point in his 

plans for advance. He asked permission to move 

his headquarters thither, but he was needed else

where, and in his stead Father Gonzalvo was sent. 

In the same year ^Mission San Gabriel was built a t 

Guebavi and Father San Martin was installed 

there. For the support of his missions and the In

dians who gathered about them Kino started large 

stock and grain farms; and once at least he sent 

as many as seven hundred head of cattle to his 

brethren on the Peninsula of Cahfornia. 

As an explorer Kino ranks among the greatest 

of the Southwest. From Mission Dolores, during 

the twenty-four years of his minist ry, he made over 

fifty journeys, which varied in length from a hun

dred to a thousand miles. He crossed repeatedly 

in various directions all the country between the 

Magdalena and the Gila rivers and between the 

* Bolton, Kino's Historical Memoir, vol. H, pp. :235-36. 
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San Pedro and the Colorado. One of his trails lay 

over the waterless Devil 's Highway, where scores 

of adventurers have since lost their lives. Some

times his only companions were a few Indian ser

vants . But he usually traveled with plenty of 

horses and mules from his ranches, sometimes as 

many as a hundred and thirty head. His physical 

hardihood was great, and there are many stories of 

his hard riding. More than once, like a general. 

Kino mustered his Pima children and sent them 

out to war against the unsociabK' Apache>. And, 

when the Spanish authorilie> disputed the number 

of Apache scalps they were requested to pay for, 

it was Kino who galloped off to count the scalps 

and see to it that his chihlren were not stinted 

of their bonus. For himself, he cherished hard

ship. He ate sparingly, drank no wine, and went 

meagerly clothed. 

Kino's last days were to him a time of stagna

tion and disappointment. The Spanish monarchy 

was a t its lowest ebb, and funds for the support of 

the missions were not to be had unless they served 

some important political purpose. Texas, not Ari

zona, was the danger point now, and funds had to 

be used there. Kino died in 1711 at Magdalena, 

one of the missions which he had founded, across 
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tie mountains from Dolores. He was not yet 

ie aty. Father ^ elarde, a companion, has thus 

fcitibed his last moments: *'He died as he had 

i, 1, with extreme humility and poverty, . . . 

Bi deathbed, as his bed had always been, con-

5>* tl of two calfskins for a mattress, two blankets 

3i( 1 as the Indians use for covers, and a pack-

3IC If for a pillow. . . . Xo one ever saw in him 

n vice whatsoever, for the di>('o\er>" of lands and 

Li conversion of >v>iils had purified him. . . 

lÊ  vas merciful to others but cruel to himself.'' 

,1 I )r two decades now the Arizona frontier slum-

• : r (1. Th* 11, Apache depredations in Sonora, a 

,;t 1 tary inspection, and a v!>it by the Bishop of 

•I ] iniro shook it to renewed life. A missionary 

i.J val followed. In 11:^2 a new band of J o u i t s , 

t̂e '. dy Germans — Keler, Sedelmayr, Stci^cr, 

'< shofer. Paver — touk up the work which the 

i.s: t founder had laid down with his life. San 

Sir ierand othrrs of the abandoned missions were 

r-' cupied. Interest in the border was enhanced 

,̂ kKa mining " rush" in IT.SG. Immense iniuurt^ of 

j.f*e silver were found at Arizonac, in the upper Al-

(jti- ralley, ju>t over the present Sunora line. I t is 

J_ENIII this place that the State of Arizona gets its 

.. i:he. For a time the region fairly hummed with 
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life, but after five years the mines played out 

there was another dozing spell. A Pima uprisir 

1751 caused another awakening. To hold the 

trict a presidio was built at Tubac in 1752. I 

the military frontier halted for twenty-four y( 

and then it advanced to Tucson. 

Meanwhile Salvatierra and his companior[ 
for others had joined him from time to time — v 
succeeding across the Gulf of California. Ha' 
slender royal aid, the missionaries had to de i 
at first on private alms. In a short time prom-
individuals had contributed $47,000, which : 
stituted the nucleus of the famous Pious Fu; ^ 
California. Missionary beginnings were ma< t 
Loreto, halfway up the inner coast of the P i 
sula. Soon a palisaded fort and church were '. 
structed there, and within a year Salvatierra ; 
four launches plying back and forth, to and i? 
the mainland. Gradually the work extended t) 
surrounding country, new missions were founi 
in the neighborhood, and explorations were m 

across the Peninsula to the Pacific. Salvati( 
was much interested in Kino's efforts to establis 
land route between Arizona and Lower Califoi 
and joined him, in 1701, on one of his expediti( 
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h a report written in February, 1702, Father 

i) lo, in fervid and poetic language tells of the 

idling of himself and Salvatierra and depicts their 

li^ion as it appeared to them in their spirit of ex-

Itjtion and sacrifice. They had taken, he wrote, 

'a> the guiding star of our voyage that star of the 

ef the most devoted image of the Lady of Loreto, 

ilch led us without mishap to the desired port ." 

ill on landing they had set up the Image ' ' as de-

n ly as the country and our poverty would per-
r' 

' r ' and had placed the "undertaking in her 

i Js" t ha t she, like a ' 'beneficent sun," might 

lisli the pagan night blinding the Indians with 

[E shadows of death. Satan had not watched the 

jdng of the padres unmoved a t the prospect 

^•jsing *'his ancient and peaceful possession" of 
I 

hen souls. 

lie blinded their understandings, they could not 
)( prehend the words of the light which, with re-
i)li adent rays, spoke the language of heaven for their 
,t) Eire, while we, upon hearing a language which we 
ad lot known, could not in ours, which tlu y had not 

4ai 1, make known to them the high purpose, for them 
liii'^Vantageous, which had taken us to their lands. 
)rfiredthough we had gone to their shores solely to 
.jSfohe precious pearls of their souls, to nurture them 
i he heavenly dew of the Divine Word, and to give 
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them their luster in Christ, showing them the cele-
shell Mary, who conceived for their good, with 
gentle dew of heaven, the perfect pearl of first lusl 
Christ, they thought we came like others who at o' 
times, sometimes not without injury to their peo[ 
had landed on their shores in search of the many J 
rich pearls which were produced in the countless f\>: 
ies of their coast. With this opinion quickene 
the instigation of the Devil, . . . they attacked 
little guard . . . with such fury and so thick 
shower of arrows and stones that if the Lady had : 
constituted an army to resist it . . . our pur 
would have been frustrated. With this gloriou-
umph their pride was humbled. , . , Some of 11 
came to our camp. . . . Then through easy i l| 
course with them ŵ e devoted all our efforts to lear il 
their language.^ 

Salvatierra followed the same plan which ] J 

and his associates employed in establisJiing ^ 

work. He sent a padre, or went himself, to vi t 

tribe, to make gifts and to talk of religion, unti 

Indians were won over and were willing to ha 

mission erected m their village. Each new 

sion was placed within easy communication of 

already established from which supplies coir!d| 

drawn until the new mission was able t H i 

port itself. Some fifteen missions were ult, 

established in Salvatierra's domain by ^ t . 

•Bolton, Kino's Historical Memoir, vol. ii, pp. 47-4lh t 
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udawment made through the charity and zeal of 

m e rich Catholic who sought by this means his 

,op I grace and the benefit of the heathen. Two 

itere endowed with ten thousand pesos each by a 

*piiest commissioner of the court of the Holy Of-

':e of the Inquisition," another by certain mem-

ler̂  of a Jesuit college in Mexico; but the greater 

la of the Pious Fund was contributed by non-

it icals. Patientlv Salvatierra and his assistants 

i it on their chosen task, erecting missions, gather-

,Pj the Indians in pueblos under trustworthy na-

t li alcaldes, teaching them ;i-i i 'ulture, stock 

' i ing, saddlery, and shoemaking, improving on 

1' native fashion of weaving, and — for the beau-

I ing of the church services and for their own in-
T 

^ ' en t entertainment — instructing them in music 

M smgmg. 

' n the midst of his work Salvatierra was called 

^ 1 Mexico to serve as provincial of Xew Sj)ain, but 

^\ he expiration of his term he returned and con-

iiiied his work till 1717. For twenty years the 

i'torv of Lower California had b t ' i i little more 

lln his own biography. After Salvatierra's iKath 

,[' re liberal aid was provided, and new uii^sions 

i\ re established both in the south and the north, 

prfore their expulsion the Jesuits had founded 



206 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

missions and opened trails throughout almost t 
entire length of the peninsula. 

The lives of such men as Kino and Salvatierra 
and of some of their associates who met martyrd: 
at the hands of their flocks — are the undimm 
gold of one side of the shield. I t was for what 
professed to see on the reverse side of that shi-
that Carlos I I I , in 1767, banished the Jesuits fr 
his dominions. For a vear or two the Francisc 
occupied the former Jesuit field; but, when a r 
advance north was made, the Peninsula was i 
signed to the Dominicans and Alta Califomis 
the Franciscans. 

The work of the Jesuits in Lower California I f 
opened the way for the colonization of Alta C. 
fornia. The preparations for settlement were m;. 
at Loreto and other ndssion towns, from w^hich . 
land expeditions started; and the ships from ^1 • 

ico were overhauled and stocked in seaports on l/̂  
Peninsula. Thus the first stages of the northw ir 
journey of the founders of California were m;iJ 
through a province where peaceable natives and 
chain of missions and mission farms reduced tl 
hazards of the march. 
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TEXAS 

'.v :he sixteenth century Spain, as we have seen, 

\ thrust up into the North the two outposts of 

l( ida and Xew ^lexico. In time foreign intru-
ft 

i made it necessary to occupy the intervening 

. on called Texas, which embraced a goodly slice 

• hat is now Louisiana. While Si)ain was busy 

II her south, other nations were encroaching on 
r,| 

1 northern claims. By 1670 England had planted 

ng centers of colonization all the way from 

(laica to X'ew England, and had erected trading 

» :s on Hudson Bav, French traders from Can-

c . meanwhile, had been pushing up the St. Law-

t X" to the Great Lakes and branching north 

Ji! south through the wilderness. At the same 

iiie French and English buccaneers from the 

^st Indies were marauding the Florida settle-

if̂ its and the coa>t towns of Mexico. English, 

? '̂nch, and Spanish territorial claims and frontier 
•i'r 
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settlements clashed. The lines of competition,': 
perial and commercial, were drawing tighter T\ij 
every passing year. 

On the Atlantic coast the Anglo-Spanish frc 
tiers clashed with resounding echo from the t̂̂  
moment of the founding of Charleston (1670), j 
across from the Spanish outpost Santa Elena, i 
Port Royal Sound. If Pl^^nouth Rock and Hud^i 
Bay were too remote to have a direct influenct \ 
Spanish claims, nevertheless their indirect influt" 
— through the acceleration they gave to Fn i 
activities — was to be potent. France's oppo t 
nity, indeed, seemed golden. And it was in the^\ '. 
In Europe France was rapidly taking the po.si 
of supremacy which had been Spain's; and ? 
France promised to become not only a valu;: 
source of revenue through the fur trade — if 
wide beaver lands **beyond" could be securei 
but also the point of control over the Strait of .t 
ian for which French explorers as well as Spaiii 
sought. The French had heard also of a great riv 
flowing through the continent; they hoped to di 
cover that river and thus control the best trai 
route to China. ^Yhen Joliet and ^Marquette d 
scended the Mississippi to the x\rkansas in 167:> ai 
returned to publish their news in Quebec, some 
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their hearers a t least believed tha t the river had 

been found. 

Chief of these was Robert Cavelier de la Salle, 

a recen". arrival in Canada. La Salle hurried to 

France and laid before the King a plan to extend the 

fur t rade to the Illinois country and explore the 

Mississipjn, which rose in Asia, to its mouth. Four 

years later, having erected jxists in Illinois, La Salle 

landed at the mouth of the Mississippi and claimed 

the territory along it^ course tor France. The dis

covery tha t the river emptied into the ^Mexican 

Gulf pu t a new idea into La Salle's fertile brain. 

He made another journey to France and proposed 

to plant a colony a t the mouth of the Mississippi, 

and thus to secure the river highway for France and 

establish a vantage point for th< control of the Gulf 

md for descent upon tlie S]>anisli mines of northern 

Mexico. In the summer of 1684 he sailed from 

France with his colony; and toward the end of the 

year he landed on the Texas coast a t Matagorda 

Bay. I t was because of faulty maps, perhaps, that 

he had missed the mouth of the ^Mississippi. One 

of his four ships had been captured by Spaniards 

671 route and another was wrecked on entering the 

bay. Beaujeu, the naAal commander, who had 

quarreled with La Salle from the first, turned his 

14 
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vessel about and returned to France, carrying awa ' 
some of the soldiers and a large quantity of much 
needed supplies. Tonty, La Salle's lieutenant in 
the Illinois country, who was to meet hir^ at thj 
mouth of the Mississippi with men and provisions, 
found no trace of him there and, after vain waiting, 
returned to the Illinois post. 

Indian attacks and an epidemic worked havo<? 
among the settlers, and La Salle moved his colony 
to a better site on the Garcitas River near the heac 
of Lavaca Bay.^ He set out from this point ii 
search of the Mississippi, which he believed to bi 
near, expecting to meet with Tonty. While h* 
was exploring the eastern waters of Matagord; 
Bay, the last of his ships was wrecked. La Salh 
then started overland, northeastward. He reachec 
the Nasoni towns north of the present Xacogdoche.^ 
in northeastern Texas, some eighty miles from tht 
Red River. Illness, and the desertion of some of 
his men, forced him to retrace his steps. He found 
his colony, a mere handful now, facing starva
tion. Though worn with hardships and fatigue. La 
Salle resolved on the effort to bring help from the 

* Xot on the Lavaca River as stated li.v Parkman and Winsor. 
The author in 1014 determined tha t the site of the colony \\a^ 
6ve miles above the mouth of the Garcitas- River on the ranch of 
Mr. Claude Keeran, in Victoria County, Texas. 
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Illinois posts. This would seem a hopeless under

taking; for he had not found the Mississippi, by 

tvhich he had previously descended from the Illinois 

(Oimtry, and he had no idea of the distances he 

'aust travel across an unknown wilderness. He 

t^i out nev ertheless with a few companions, includ-

iag his brother, the Abbe Jean Cavelier, and his 

nephew Moranget. He crossed the Colorado near 

he present Columbus and, keeping on northward, 

orded the Brazos just above Xavasola. Here he 

as treacherouslv slain bv some of his men, ' who 

ad alreadv killed Moranget. 

The survivors of La Salle's party continued 

ortheastward. Some deserted in the Indian towns, 

die others, including La Salle's brother, crossed 

he Red River near Texarkana and the intervening 

ountry to the mouth of the Arkansas, ascended 

o Tonty's post on the Illinois, and returned to 

Canada. Thev did not inform Tont\- of La Salle's 

leath, nor of the perilous condition of the little col

ony on the Gulf. Except for two or three men and 

^ome children, who were taken bv the Indians — 

nine persons in all — the whole colony perished. 

' Historians have supposed that this dastardly art was com
mitted near the Trinity or the Xeches, but evidence now avail
able makes it clear that the spot was between the Brazos and 
Navasota rivers and near the present city of Navasota. 
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When the mishaps attending La Salle's ventLfre are 
reviewed — including a former attempt to poison 
him, the capture of one of his ships by the i Span
iards, the desertion of Beaujeu, his assassination 
and the suppression of the news of it from the faith
ful Tonty who might have succored the colony — 
it is difficult not to suspect that his efforts were 
beset with subtle treachery from the beginning. 

If the news of La Salle's expedition caused a SCD-
sation in Spain, it roused the greatest alarm alonj 
the whole northern Spanish frontier in the Nev 
World, from Chihuahua to Cuba. The West In 
dies w êre no longer solely Spanish. The progres 
of the century had brought English, French, an< 
Dutch to the lesser islands neglected by Spaii 
English settlers now occupied the Bermudas an-
several other islands. English arms had take: 
Jamaica and, in the peace concluded in 1670, Spai 
had recognized England's right to it and to th 
others she had colonized. The French West Indi;. 
Company had founded colonies on Guadeloupe, 
Martinique, and in the AVindward Islands. Th.3 
Dutch had trading stations on St. Eustatius, To
bago, and Curasao: and English, French, and 
Dutch held posts in Guiana. Raids from these 
bases on Spanish ports and treasure fleets were all 
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do f Wuent and too costly, even if no recent buc-
Letifhad rivaled the exploit of Piet Heyn of the 
Pitch West India Company who, in 1628, had 
llfsec? the Vera Cruz fleet into Matanzas River, 

Cua, and captured its cargo worth $15,000,000. 
I that sons of a France growing swiftly in power 
M pushed south from Canada through the hinter-
^d and planted themselves on the Gulf where 
tl y could cooperate with the lively pirates of the 

Finch Indies was news to stir ^lexico, Florida, 
"1 the Spanish West Indies to a ferment. The 
.inish authorities hastily >ent out expeditions 

11 and west bv sea and land to discover and de-
I' lish La Salle's colony. Mariners from ^'era Cruz 
! arned to that harbor to report two wrecked 
*.̂ nch ships in Matagorda Bay and no sign of 
,'olony. I t was concluded that La Salle's ex-
lition had been destroved and that the French 

tr nace was over, for the time being at least. 
I The outposts in New Leon and Coahuila, just 
»ith of the Rio Grande, had been no less roused 
ti in the harbor towns of Havana and Vera Cruz. 
i' the Spanish frontiersmen, dreaming even yet 
i a rich kingdom **beyond," the thought of a 
French colony expanding to bar their way was in-
blerable. Their spirit was embodied in the figure 
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of Alonso de Leon. A frontiersman by bir^rAi 

training, famed for a score of daring exploilonp 

border fighter, Alonso de Leon was well fittin-p 

the task to which the needs of the time sumiontl. 

him. Lender orders from Mexico, in 1686, Lecn 

off from ^Monterey on the first of his expeditic™^ 

search of La Salle's colony, following the .̂ o 

bank of Rio Grande to the Gulf of Mexico. Js 
• 

year he reconnoitered the north bank. But i 
till his third expedition did he come in direct t :ii -
with the French peril. He was now govem«i'L 
Coahuila, at Monclova. This time he encounltii 
a tribe of Indians north of the Rio Grande T} 

were being ruled with all a chief's pomp 1;/ 
Frenchman called by the Spaniards Jarri. I1 { 
pears that Jarri was not one of La Salle's set' e 
but an independent adventurer who had ^ i 

dered thus early into southwestern Texas fron, : 
Illinois country or from Canada. He was proi p 
ly stripped of his feathers, of course, and ser' t 
Mexico to be questioned by the Viceroy. 

The officials were now thoroughly frightened. , 
new expedition was immediately sent out ui i 
Leon, who took with him Father Damian Ma? 
sanet, a Franciscan friar, the Frenchman Jarri, on 
hxmdred soldiers, and seven hundred mules am 
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. Leon could a t least promise the Indians 
^'^' of Spanish pomp and power. In March, 

^ eon crossed the Rio Grande and, bearing 

'^^^rd, crossed the Nueces, Frio, San Antonio, 
^^iGuadalupe rivers. Late in April he came upon 
*^4te of La Salle's settlement. There stood five 
^ about a small wooden fort built of ship plank-
j with the date "1684" carved over the door. 
I ground was scattered with weapons, casks, 

""i en furniture, and corpses. Among some In-

s a few leagues away Leon found two of the 
1 lists, one of whom had had a hand in La Salle's 
ider. He learned also that Tonty had erected 

't on a river inland, the Arkansas, or perhaps 
I Qlinois. On the Colorado River Leon and Mas-
\ t had a conference with the chief of the Nabe-

le tribe, who had come from the Neches River 
aeet them. The chief promised to welcome 

' lionaries at his village, 
leon returned to make a report in which pie-
md business sense are eloquently combined. 

-Vrtainly it is a pity," he admonished, " tha t 
|i;)le so rational, who plant crops and know that 
r̂e is a God, should have no one to teach them 

I Gospel, especially when the province of Texas 
so large and fertile and has so fine a climate," 
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A large and fertile country ali'eady mer^ 

the French did indeed call for mi^ssions. I '* 

dispatched a fifth time with one-hundred 

soldiers to escort Massanet and l-iis chosen * 

to the Xabedache to^sTis of the A^sinai (Te:: 

dian^. near the Neches River' in eastern Te 

On the way they paused lor-g enough for Fatil 

Mas>anet to set fire to La Sc'̂ He's fort. As 'J 

Spaniards were approaching theiJ' objecti\ ^ frq 

the Southwest, Tonty on a second journey c Ĥ 

La Salle — in Illinois he had heard sinister : ; ^ 

through the Indians — reached the Red Ri j 'al 

sent an Indian courier to the Xabedache tLcll 

request permission to make a settlement 'i ii 

towm. On being told of Leon's proximity lonl 

retreated. The fleur-de-lis receded before t • e 
ner of Castile. The Spanish flag wa^ raise*, ft t| 
Xabedache village in May, 1(>!H). before the yesi 
the wondering natives, formal po-^sc-^ion wa tak( 
and the mission of San Francisco was b adei 
The expedition now turned homeward, Ifl̂ rin 
three Franciscan friars and three soldiers ) hoi 
Spain's first outpost in Texas. 

Another expedition, after Alonso de Le-̂ r̂i 
death in 1691, set out from Monclova undtr D< 
mingo Teran, a former governor of Sinaloa ai 



TEXAS 217 

^'3. ora, accompanied by Massanet to found more 
^ ^ isions, on the Red River as well as the Neches. 
^^>an returned without having accomplished any-

mg, largely because of violent quarrels with Mas-
Sunet, who opposed the planting of presidios be
side the missions. Massanet remained with two 
friars and nine soldiers — the peppery padre pro
testing against the presence even of the nine. He 
soon learned that soldiers were sometimes needed. 
The Indians, roused by their leaders, turned 
against the missionaries and ordered them to de
part. There was no force to resist the command. 
On October 25, 1693, ]\Iassanet applied the torch 
to the first Spanish mission in Texas, even as he had 
earher fired La Salle's French fort, and fled. Four 
soldiers deserted to the Indians. One of them, 
Jose Urrutia, after leading a career as a great In
dian chief, returned to civilization, and became 
commander at San Antonio, where his descendants 
still live and are prominent. The other five, with 
the three friars, after three months of weary and 
hungry marching, during forty days of which they 
were lost, at last entered Coahuila. 

For the time being Texas was now abandoned 
by both contestants. But the French traders were 
only looking for a better opportunity and a more 
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advantageous spot to continue the conflict, whidi 

on their side, was directed against England 

as well as Spain. They had learned that Eng

lish fur traders from South Carolina had alreadT 

penetrated to the Creeks and to other tribes eaSt 

of the Mississippi and they feared that England 

would seize the mouth of the river. The Spaniai ds 

also were disturbed by the English. They had 

been driven, in 1686, out of Port Royal and nor Ji-

em Georgia. Xow they were alarmed by Engl I 

fur-trading expeditions into Alabama and by 1h; 

discovery that the Indians of ^Mobile Bay Kil 

moved north to trade with the English of Caroli u. 

Thus, while France prepared tc carry out [*i. 

Salle's plan to colonize the Gulf coast, Spain w di 

jealous eye watched the movements of both E :-

land and France. It was a three-cornered strug: i, 

In 1697 the King of France, Louis XIV, a > 

missioned Pierre Le Mo^•ne d'Iberville, fight'i^ 

trader, hero of the fur raids on Hudson Bay, nad 

the most dashing military figure in Xew France, to 

found, on the ^Mexican Gulf, a colony to be named 

Louisiana. To forestall the French an expeditloa 

was immediately dispatched from Vera Cruz to 

Pensacola Bay, where in Xovember, 1698, the \-)A 

of San Carlos was erected and garrisoned. The 
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move was none too soon. In January (1699) 
IberviUe's fleet stood off the harbor and demanded 
admittance. The commander of San Carlos re
fused courteously but firmly. Iberville rewarded 
him for his compliments with others from the same 
mint, withdrew, sailed westward, and built a fort 
at Biloxi. 

But there were to be no battles, at present, 
between Spaniards and French for Louisiana. The 
[ate of that territory was settled in Europe. The 
Spanish King, Charles I I , died. He left no son; 
and, forced by the danger that a dismembering war 
for the succession would follow on his death, he 
bequeathed the crown to his grandnephew, the 
Duke of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV and 
French in blood, sympathies, and education. The 
new King, Philip X, barkened readily enough to his 
French grandfather's suggestion that, in order to 
protect Spain's Gulf possessions from England, 
France must be allowed to colonize Louisiana. 
The Spanish War Council objected, and Philip 
let the matter drop, but the French settlement 
was quietly moved from Biloxi to Mobile Bay, 
nearer to the Spanish border. When in 1702 
the War Council heard of it and protested, they 
were rebidied by Philip. Thus Spain, dominated 
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by a Bourbon King, was forced to permit tht 

occupation of Louisiana by France. 

Iberville's brother, the Sieur de Bienville, ; 

brilliant and vigorous commander, was appoi \tx 

in 1701 Governor of Louisiana. Bienville xn-

centrated his energies on alliances with the tiib^ 

east and we^t of the Mis.sissippi to prevent t \m 

from trafficking with the English and to divert the 

southern fur t rade to the French posts. Bieiialli 

was succeeded in 1713 by Cadillac, foundr^-oi 

Detroit , who served for three years, but Biti ,il( 

continued to be the life of the colony. By '1(1 

the ]\Ii>sis.sippi, Mobile, and Ked rivers had em 

explored by Bienville's men, sometimes let i\ 

himself. And French traders from Canada lud 

the Illinois had explored the ^lissuuri for se^ tJiBi 

hundred miles and had built posts southward hdii 

the Illinois to the lower Oliio. In 1718 Bien illc 

founded Xew Orleans. France's hold was ;ms 

fastened upon Louisiana, and Spain's cnli iilc 

round the Gulf were split in two. 

During the sixteen years of Bien\ille 's aclii+y, 

disturbing rumors had reached the Spani>li ixir 

der. To Xrw Mexico came reports of Frtddi-

nien trading with the Pawnees and of French vcy-

ageurs on the rivers to the nortlua>t. Though 
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b various Spanish expeditions from Santa Fe 

against Comanches and Apaches no French were 

seen, yet the fear of their approach increased. 

Similar rumors were heard on the Rio Grande 

border. One not slow to take advantage of this 

general alarm was Father Hidalgo, a Franciscan 

who had been with ^lassanet a t his nn>sion in 

Texas. The intervening years had b t t n spent by 

Hidalgo chiefly in founding and conducting mis

sions in Coahuila, a work which had led the way for 

the secular powers and thus pushed the frontier 

of mining and ranching to the south bank of the 

Rio Grande. With heart burning for the welfare 

of his former ungrateful chargr>, he had made 

many earno t appeals to be allowed to return to 

Texas, but the superiors of his Order would not 

sanction his plea. ' Hidalgo, with genuine pohti

cal shrewdness, then resolved to turn the French 

menace to good account. If he could prove tha t 

Spain's territory of Texas was in imminent danger, 

he knew tha t nii>sion> would be founded without 

delay. So he wrote a letter in 1711 to the French 

' A myth has found currency in recent years to the effect tha t , 
despite this opposition, Hidalgo re turned to Texas, dwelt for a 
time among the Asinais and there wrote his appeal to the French 
priests. But his writings preserved in the ('"lle^e of Queretaro in 
McAii.u and examined by the au thor disprove the story. 
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priests of Louisiana, begging them to "pacify the 
tribes hostile to the Asinai nation, who >vere 
nearer to their settlements, thereby to give the 
greatest honor and glory to God." Just why ] m-

fication of the Louisiana tribes bordering on the 
Texas Indians would honor Heaven more than 
missionary labors in other parts of Louisiani he 
did not make clear, but it is plain enough that the 
first result of the pacification would be the e> jli-
lishment of French posts near or among the A^ M. 
This might or might not honor Heaven, but it 
would undoubtedly interest Spain. 

Father Hidalgo sent an Indian servant with Ue 
letter to the Asinai country, where it was n -
fided to a Louisiana Indian who happened t( )t* 
there. Getting no reply, a year later he sent ait 
another letter, addressed to the Governor of L li-
siana. Neither missive appears to have reaches its 
address; but in May, 1713, the first letter — a ter 
having been handed about among Indians for two 
years — came into Governor Cadillac's possesion. 
I t interested Cadillac very much, for he had re-
centlv been instructed bv Antoine Crozat, to whom 
Louis XI^ ' had granted a monopoly of all the Loui
siana commerce, to attempt to open trade Nvith 
Mexico despite the rigorous Spanish commercial 
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regulations. Cadillac had already tried by way of 
Vera Cruz and fttiled. Better luck might follow an 
attempt to open an overland route to the Rio 
Grande border, where Spanish smugglers could be 
trusted to do the rest, for the stupijj' commercial 
systems of European governments at the time 
made habitual smugglers of all frontier dwellers in 
America. At any rate Hidalgo's letter inspired the 
Governor to make the effort, just as Hidalgo had 
probably surmised it would. 

Cadillac chose his cleverest agent. He sent 
Louis Juchereau de St. Denis, explorer, fur trader, 
and commander at Biloxi, with instructions to visit 
Hidalgo, who, so Cadillac inferred from the letter, 
was among the Asinai, and to build a post on the 
Red River within easy access of their territory. St. 
Denis established the post of Natchitoches, put in 
the winter trading, and by spring was seeking Hi
dalgo in Texas. There he learned that the friar was 
on the Coahuila border, so on June 1, 1714, with 
three French companions and twenty-five Indians 
he set out on foot for the Rio Grande. Strangely 
enough, two of his companions were the Talon 
brothers, survivors of the ill-fated La Salle expedi
tion who had been ransomed from the Indians by 
Le6n and Teran. On the 18th of July St. Denis 
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reached Hidalgo's mission of San Juan, forty miles 
below Eagle Pass. Hidalgo had gone to Queretaro, 
but the other missionaries and Captain Ramon at 
the post received St. Denis hospitably, and Ramon 
wrote to Hidalgo that, in view of the French dan
ger, " i t looks to me as though God would b; 
pleased that your Reverence would succeed in yow 

desires." This letter reveals Father Hidalgo's fi
nesse. While Ramon entertained St. Denis and dis
patched messengers to the authorities in Mexico 
City asking what he should do with him, St. Deni • 
improved his time l)y winning the heart of Ramon' -
granddaughter, Manuela Sanchez, who later wei> 
with him to Natchitoches and there reigned lo 
years as the Grand Dame of the post, becomin • 
godmother, as the baptismal records show% of mos 
of the children of the place. 

A new French menace had arisen. The Vicero^ 
of Mexico hastily decided to found new missions ip 
Texas and to protect them this time by strong gar
risons. St. Denis, having by his marriage and his 
cleverness ingratiated himself with the Spaniards, 
was engaged at five hundred dollars to guide the 
Texas expedition, which was commanded by Cap
tain Domingo Ramon, his wife's cousin. It looks 
more like a family affair than an international 
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m Meanwhile Hidalgo had given the Viceroy 

J ;̂ tisfactory explanation of his random mis-

ifes and had received permission to go to Texas 

:iitl: the expedition. The colony crossed the RJo 

kade in April, 1716. I t consisted of sixty-five 

(teons, including soldiers, nine friars, and six 

:|oien, a thousand head of cattle, sheep, and 

pt s, and the equipment for missions, farms, 

DI garrison. At the head of the missionaries 

fe t two of Spain's most distinguished men in 

'.Tica, Father Espinosa, the well-kno^n his-

rm, and Father Margil, whose great services 

'le American wilds will probably result in his 

I Dnization by the Papal Coin-t. The Asinais 

'. :omed the Spaniards and helped them to erect 

'): missions and a garrison near the Xeches and 

t;elina rivers. Shortly afterward a mission was 

.t a t Los Adaes (now Robeline) Louisiana, with-

r ifteen miles of St. Denis's post of Natchitoches. 

I 'he success of the French traders with the 

) rerful tribes, the coming of John Law's colonists 

Ic Louisiana, and the need of a halfway base, in-

[jired the Spanish authorities to send out another 

slony, to occupy a site a t the beautiful San Pedro 

brings, on the Sa \ Antonio River, which lay on 

lie direct route between the Neches River and the 

15 
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settlement a t San Juan , near Eagle Pass. Earj 

1718 the new colony, numbering some sixty whil 

with friars and Indian neophytes, founded San J 

tonio a few months before New Orleans was 1: o 

And Father Olivares began the San Antonio, 

Alamo, Mission, which was later to become fan 

as the shrine of Texas liberty. 

Spain had at last occupied eastern Texas, bu J 

hold was not long undisturbed. In the follo'T 

year France and Spain went to war over Fi 

pean questions, and the conflict was echoed ii 

American wilderness, all the way from Pens 

to Pla t te River. Pensacola was captured b} 

French, recaptured by the Spaniards, and t i 

again by Bienville. The French at Natchitc 

descended upon Texas and the garrison retrt a 

to San Antonio without striking a blow. A 

for conquering Coahuila and New Mexico 

drawn up on paper in Louisiana, perhaps by 

Denis. Eight hundred Frenchmen and a lai 

body of Indian allies were to march overland In 

Natchitoches, while a flotilla sailed along the Te] 

coa.st and ascended the Rio Grande. I t wa-; 

Salle's old plan *n a new guise. St. Denis was ma 

"commander of the River of Canes" (the (o 

rado), and two expeditions were sent in IT^JOa 
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|?.l to take possession of Matagorda Bay. Both 

I'l lein failed. 

^ Ml New ^Mexico the (-overnor had heard, before 

|e var broke out , t h a t the Frencli were settling on 

'""̂  te River and, on his recommendat ion, the Vice-

b" )rilered t h a t allhnic-^ be made with the tribes 

(I iie northea-^t, a cx>l('' v j>lante(l al Kl Cuar te-

)j in ('^Kn-adt), and a presidio r,stabli>lied on the 

I th P la t t e — that i-̂ , a t >ome j^oint in the pres-

r Nebraska nr WyMming. Jn August, ll2iK an 

' 'd i t ion from New M'-\ict> p iue t ra ted to the 

• th P la t t e but , not finding any .si^ns of a French 

.'oy. turned back. O n the South Pla t te , in ('<»!o-

j), it was almost to ta l ly annihilatt-d by Indians 

vd with French w< aptnis. Apparent ly tribes 

II a-' far north a^ \\ 'iseonsIn took par t in this 

. a fact which indica tc^ the scope and jutwer of 

early French t rader ' - intluenc« I ae end of the 

' " in l-.urii|)*' caused the \'^ieeroy to abandon his 

V 1̂  for colonizing: to th* /uMt.i nf New Mexico. 

r ' t rea ty of peace restor< .1 Peu.s icola to Spain. 

b anwhile affair> had nio\ea\*"[).He on the Texa.s 

llder. The Marquis of Apuayc'. then < 1 overnor 

'i Coahuila, undertook the recomV'' "^-''i^^iiiily ^^ 

J- own expense. Before the end of 1720 he had 

'Ned eight companies of ca\ 'alry, conn'^>rising over 
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five hundred men and five thousand horses. It 

the largest military expedition to enter the no 

ern interior since the days of De Soto. Leavi 

Monclova in November, Aguajfo strengthened i 

Antonio, and sent a garrison to occupy Matag 

Bay. Peace had now been declared, and at 

Neches River Aguayo was met by St. Denis, \v 

swimming his horse across the stream for a paili 

informed Aguayo that the w4r was over and ag fi, 

to permit an unrestricted occupation of the al i 

doned posts. Proceeding 'east, Aguayo rees : 

lished the six abandoned missions and the pre.̂  4 
I 

of Dolores, and added a preaidio at Los Adaes, ' 
ing Natchitoches. The expe^diticMi had been a i 
cess, but the poor horses paid a terrible prict « 
the bloodless victory. The return journey to -3 
Antonio, through a storm of sleet, was so se *: 
that of his five thousand t)easts only fifty were i 

alive when he arrived in January, 17̂ 2̂ 2. 
Aguayo had fixed th'e hold of Spain on Texas, 

was he who clinched î.he nails driven by Leon, VLI 

sanet, Hidalgo, arvd Ramon. There were now 
Texas ten missio.iis, four presidios, and four cente 
of settlement -— Los Adaes, Nacogdoches, San Ai 
tonio, and La Bahia (Matagorda Bay). A gove 
nor was apiDointed and the capital of the proviiw 
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.feed at Los Adaes, now Robeline, Louisiana. Orig-
inilly the name Texas had applied only to the 
country east of the Trinity River, but now the 
T'̂ stern boundary was fixed at the ]\Iedina River. 
I was to be moved half a century later to the 
-Xueces. After much petty quarreling with the 
I ench of Louisiana, the little Arroyo Hondo was 
a ide the eastern boundary, and thus for a century 
(y. i Texas included a large strip of the present 
S ate of Louisiana.^ 

For twenty years after the Aguayo expedition, 
le Frenchman St. Denis, or "Big Legs," as the na-
i es fondly called him, ruled the border tribes with 
\ ternal sway from his post at Natchitoches on the 
^ d̂ River. The relations of French and Spaniards 
L this border were generally amicable. Inter-
I irriages and a mutual love of gaye\^ made friend-

, ip a pleasanter and more natural condition for 
' e Latin neighbors than strife. Indeed, when in 
ine, 17-44, the long career of the redoubtable St. 
,Ienis came to a close, prominent among those as
sembled at Natchitoches to assist in the funeral 

r 
I 

lonors were Governor Boneo and Father Vallejo, 

'In 1819, long after French rivalry had passed, the Sabine 
Viiier was made the boundary. It is an error to suppose that it 
î as originally the boundary between New France and Xew Spain. 
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from Los Adaes, across the international bounda 

line. And yet, when, a few days later, Boneo >• 

ported the event to his Viceroy in ]Mexico, he did 

in terms which meant, "St . Denis is dead, tha 

God; now we can breathe more easily." 

Spain's hold upon Texas was secure agaiiis 

France, but many a battle was yet to be fought f 

the territory with the ferocious Apaches and O 

manches, and the incursions of French traders iiit( 

the Spanish settlements continued to be a sourc( ] 

friction. The jealous trade policy of Spain only it 

creased the eagerness of these traders to enter Nĉ l 

Mexico, where the Pueblo Indians and the c I) 

nists alike were promising customers, if Sp i 

ish officers could be bribed or outwitted. Fcrlj 
i 

long time the way from Louisiana was blocked b; 
Apaches and-(7omanches, who were at war v t 
the Louisiana tribes, and the river highways T\ r 
unsafe. Canadians, however, conspicuous ami 'J{ 
them being La Verendrye and his sons, descende 
from the north through the Mandan towns on th 
Missouri, reaching the borders of Colorado, an 
two brothers named Mallet succeeded in piert 
ing the Indian barrier, entered New Mexico, anil 

I 

returned safely to Louisiana. The town of Gn-i 

cia Real below Albuquerque where they lodgelj 
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Tas given the nickname of ' 'Canada." Later on 
french traders in numbers invaded New JNIexico, 
> ine of whom were seized and sent to ^Mexico or to 
J pain and thrown into prison. Spanish troops were 
vat to guard the approaches to Chihuahua below 
t! Paso: fears were felt for even distant Califor-
"a; and to keep the New Orleans traders from the 
lexas coast tribes, a presidio and a mission were 
t ̂ tablished on the Louisiana border at the mouth of 
1 le Trinitv River, near Galveston Bav. 

But the scene soon shifted. The Seven Years' 
^mr removed France from the American conti-
I'nt, left Louisiana in the hands of Spain, and 
1'ought Spain and England face to face along the 
I [ississippi. 
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LOUISIANA 

T H E year 1759 was a fateful one in Nor th Ameri^ 

for it recorded the fall of Quebec, France's prim* 

pal stronghold in the AVestern Hemisphere, and i If 

accession of Carlos I I I , the ablest king since Ph''; | 

I I , to the Spanish throne. The second of th il 

events tended to offset the results of the first. 1 

continued English successes and French disasi 

of 1760 alarmed CarK>s, and in 17{)1 he renewed u-

Family Compact and entered the war as the all} o 

France. In response to the challenge, in Augi I 

17()'^, an English force captured Havana. T'( 

months later another took ^lanila. The t reah d 

peace which closed the Seven ^ ears' AVar resto; 

the Philippines and Cuba to Spain, but gave Flo: 

ida to England. By a secret treaty-, signed befo; 

the conclusion of the war, France had transfern 

Louisiana to Spain to save it from England. 

During its brief term under British rule and free 
232 
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trade Havana prospered as never before; and Car-

bs was not slow to profit by the hint. Carlos in

deed saw tha t to preserve his overseas domain and 

to restore Spain to her former eminence drastic re

forms were necessary. From the last days of Philip 

II, Spain's power in Europe had declined, though 

ler colonies had expanded in extent and population, 

'he policy of absolutism was bearing fruit; and 

he harvest was ruin. While vast expenditures 

f men and money were being made in the con-

uest of new lands, the nation a t home was be-

ig mangled under the weight of abnormal taxa-

ion. Industry could not survi\'e and, therefore, a 

turdy normal growth was impossible. The gal-

eons brought gold, bu t it was spent in other than 

ipanish markets. The colonies produced far below 

.heir capacity because of the jealous restrictions 

mposed on them, and were further hampered by 

^Tafting officials. These were some of the external 

' vidences of a blight tha t went deeper. Spain had 

Jiept the minds of her people dark in a day when 

other nations, accepting the challenge of new forces, 

iwere working out the principles of constitutional 

government and of individual liberty. In clinging 

to a selfish and fictitious ideal and in forcibly mold

ing her people to it, she deprived them of the power 
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of initiative and of systematic labor — the power 
which is derived from hope and joy — and lO 
rendered them incapable of intellectual suprema* y 
in an age differentiated from its predecessors by 
greater freedom and spiritual enhghtenment. 

To make amends for the stupidity of his prede
cessors, Carlos put forth brave efforts. He lower J 
taxation and instituted measures for the equaliza
tion of government. He revived and foster i 
Spanish industries and built up the navy. In L a^ 

than a decade after Carlos's accession, Spaiui 
colonial trade tripled and the revenue from the li-

dies increased from five million to twelve milh n 

crowns. AATiile he installed economic reforms :t 
home and in the colonies, he reorganized the frc L-
tier defenses of New Spain, and under the press i 

danger from England and Russia he extent c 
Spain's northern outposts into Louisiana and C; !t 
fornia. Not since the days of Cortes had Spiiii 
taken so long a forward step in expansion. H 

with all his energy and foresight, Carlos failed t( 
accomplish his larger aims, it was because he earned 
too late. Spain's great opportunity had passed 
and no stroke of magic could free her people fron 
the lethargy into which they had fallen. 

Spain acquired French Louisiana by necessity, 
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rot by design. On Octol)er 0, 176*2, Louis XV of-

' red the region to Carlos, who at first rejected the 

;ift. But he soon changed liis mind, for the value 

of Louisiana as a buffer against England could not 

le overlooked. Carlos deferred actual occupation 

\s long as possible; bu t when he saw England's 

utposts advanced to the Missi>sippi, her settlers 

ashing over the Alleghanies, and her *Mong huii-

ers" actually crossing the Mississippi, he realized 

hat it wa> time to act. 

The ceded territorv embraced New Orlrans and 

le western watershed of the Mi^^i-^sippi River. 

ts total population, exclusive of Indians, was es-

imated a t from eight to twelve thousand persons 

i whom over half were negro slaves. The princi-

al settlements lay along the ]\li.s^i>^ippi, the lower 

^led, and the lower ]\I!s>uuri. The bulk of the 

, JOpulation lay between New Orleans and Pointe 

toupee; other important settlements in the lower 

listrict were Balize, Attakapa, Opelousas, Avoyelle, 

.ind Natchitoches. Farther up were the Arkansas 

Post, St. Charles, and Ste. Genevieve. To the 

vest, on the principal strranis, there were slender 

trading stations such as the Cadodacho Post, on 

Red River, and Fort Cavagnolle, near where Kan-

'sas Citv now stands. Still farther in the interior, 
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beyond the pale of civilization, roamed renegade 
Frenchmen and half breeds, who, under the name 
of hunters, had become veritable outlaws. Tie 
principal occupations of the province were agricul
ture and the fur trade. For horses, mules, and 
cattle, dependence was placed on commerce witl 
the Indians and Spaniards of the west. Most of tl ̂  
stock purchased from the Indians was stolen fro]ii 
the Spaniards, and most of the direct trade wilt 
Spaniards was contraband. 

The inhabitants of Louisiana a t this day con 
bined Spartan simplicity with a touch of court j 
grandeur. An inventory made in 1769 of the be l| 
room furniture of Madame Villere, wife of a leadii {; 
citizen of New Orleans, is typical. I t lists a cypn ; 
bedstead, with a mattress of corn husks, and one i 

feathers on top; a corn husk bolster; a cott- \ 
counterpane of home manufacture; six cyprt i 
chairs, with straw seats; seven candlesticks wi J 
green wax candles. The house, says Gayaru^ 
"must have looked very much like one of those 
modest and unpainted little wooden structures 
which are, to this day [1851] to be seen in many 
parts of the banks of the river Mississippi, and in 
the Attakapas and Opelousas parishes. They are 
tenements of the small planters who own only a 
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"ew slaves, and they retain the appellation of Mai-

sons d^Acadiens.'' But inside these humble dwell
ings one sometimes encountered manners that sug
gested the ease and grace of the salons of Europe. 

News of the cession to Spain of the French pos
sessions caused consternation and protest among 
the settlers. From the Illinois country some of the 
inhabitants, in their desire to escape English rule, 
crossed the iNIississippi and settled at St. Louis, 
where La Clede had recently established a trading 
post. Those of lower Louisiana were quite as 
anxious to escape Spanish rule. And they made 
known their wishes right noisily. An assembly 
at New Orleans made up of delegates from all 
the lower parishes drew up a memorial to Louis 
XV and sent it to France; but, in spite of the aid of 
the aged Bienville, the prayer was in vain. Still 
the colonists hoped on, for no Spanish official 
had arrived. 

Hopes were dashed when, on March 5, 1766, 
Juan Antonio de Ulloa arrived at New Orleans as 
first Spanish Governor. L'lloa, a man of nearly 
fifty, was already a well-known scientist and naval 
officer. As a youth of nineteen, then a naval lieu
tenant, he had been sent to Peru with a brilliant 
scientific expedition. In the course of his labors 



£38 THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS 

there he was twice called to Lima to defend the 
province against the English under Admiral Anson. 
On the way to Europe around the Horn thirteen 
years later, his vessel, after capture by the English, 
escaped and sailed to Canada, where Ulloa was 
captured again. Taken to England, L l̂loa was 
there made a member of the Royal Society of Lor-
don. On his return to Spain he had published h'i 

now famous reports of the scientific expedition. 

Llloa arrived at New Orleans in a storm whic] 
was prophetic of the trouble that lay before hie 
His instructions provided that as little change i • 
possible should be made in the administration < f 
the colony. I t was to be kept distinct from tl i 
other Spanish colonies, independent of the Counc 1 
of the Indies, and dependent directly on the Kin 
He was accompanied by a full corps of officers f* * 
the new colony, but had only ninety soldiers, h 
Louis XV had promised Carlos that the French 
provincial soldiery, under Aubry, should remain i;: 
the province as long as they were needed. Th"s 
was a fatal mistake. Carlos should have cleaned 
house and given I^lloa a fair chance, with men 
whom he could command. 

Ulloa was coldly received in New Orleans and was 
soon up to his ears in trouble with the turbulent 

II 
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£id dissatisfied habitants. The fault was not 

le-sided. L^lloa was haughty and was bored by 

Ihe simple people he had been sent to rule. He 

nubbed the Superior Council, a body which had 

t loroughly enjoyed a little authority. The French 

oldiers refused to enter the Spanish service. In 

.ain both Llloa and Aubry urged. Thereupon 

71!oa gave up the idea of taking formal possession 

md ruled through Aubry, who continued to be 

lominal head of Louisiana. Ulloa commanded and 

iubry executed. L^lloa held the purse, Aubry the 

sword. At the old posts the French flag continued 

ô wave before the breeze. At the same time, Ulloa 

sent his ninety men to erect new posts, at Balize, 

at the Iberville River, opposite Natchez, and in 

Missouri. Over these new posts the Spanish flag 

was hoisted. I t was an anomalous situation. 

Ulloa made a census of the province and an ex

tended tour of the settlements. At Natchitoches 

he .spent some time, inquiring into communication 

with Texas and Mexico. Vmong numerous be

nevolent deeds Ulloa's succor of the needy Acadian 

exiles in Louisiana was not the least. But e\'en this 

caused dissatisfaction. 

^Vith their patriotism the French citizens mixed 

sohcitude for pocketbook. When Ulloa arrived 
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Louisiana was flooded with paper money which ha^ 
depreciated to a fourth of its face value. Ulloa 
generously agreed to redeem it at three-fourths it« 
face value, but nothing less than one hundred pe" 
cent would quiet complaint. Orders soon came 
from Spain which interfered with the ancient me
thods of French and English importers. The mer
chants appealed to the Council and the orders wero 
suspended. Ulloa gave new offense by exiling him
self to live for seven months *'in a miserable shed" 
at Balize. The discovery that the fifty-year-oL 1 
scholar had been waiting there for his expecte 
bride, the Peruvian Marchioness of Abrado, molli
fied no one, and. when they moved to New Orlean , 
the Governor's wife and her train of Peruvian girlt 
shared the Governor's unpopularity. 

The intolerable situation came to a head in th" 
autumn of ITdS. For some time a conspiracy 
headed by several Frenchmen, had been brewing. 
There is some ground for thinking that the leader^ 
of the uprising had been inspired by the hope that, 
by getting control of the government, they could 
evade their debts and otherwise improve their for
tunes. Secret meetings were held at the house of an 
adventuress in the suburbs of New Orleans, while 
emissaries worked among the outlying settlements. 
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Ca the 27th of October the guns a t the gates of 
tie city were spiked and the planters and settlers 
atered the city as an armed mob. A council 
cilled by the insurgents decreed that the Span-
Eirds should leave within three days. Aubry re
gained faithful to Ulloa and placed him in safety 

a a frigate in the river. But the mob cut the 
Itables, and Ulloa, the Marchioness, and her Pe-
I avian girls sailed to Havana. The interior posts 

eld by the Spanish soldiery were now abandoned. 
Thus was the revolution accomplished," says 

Iiayarre. "A population, which hardly numbered 

ighteen hundred men able to carry arms, and 
hich had in its bosom several thousands of black 
aves, whom it was necessary to intimidate into 

f ibjection, had rebelled against the will of France, 

ad fiung the gauntlet at the Spanish monarchy, 
nd was bearding a powerful nation." 
From Havana Ulloa reported the rebellion to the 

Marquis of Grimaldi. This official remonstrated 
'ith France for not having punished the insolent 

delegates to the French court. *'The loss of great 
iaterests is looked upon in Spain with indifference 
but it is not so with regard to insults and contumel
ies," he said. A Council of State was held, wherein 

the question was raised as to whether Louisiana 
16 
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should be retained or given back to France. But 
on this point there was no hesitation. Out of ̂ k 

opinions rendered, all but one were emphatically 
for retention. The general view was well stated h 

the Count of Aranda. " T h e more or less fertiliiv 
and extent of Louisiana is not the principal ques
tion to be examined. But we ought to judge of t).̂  
importance of that acquisition, from the fact tlii 
it extends over Mexican territories to the bank f 
the Mississippi, a w^ell-known barrier and a dista i 
one from the population of New Mexico, and that i 
furnishes us, through that river, with an indelil ' 
line of demarcation between our provinces ai (. 
those of the English, which have been widened 1;' 
their acquisition of our domain in Florida." Tlii 
was the kernel of the matter. Just as when Carl»; 
I I I had accepted the gift, Louisiana was needed as \ 

barrier to the advancing English, who were alrea( f 
crossing the Alleghanies and had their outposts < \ 

the ]\Iississippi River. 

But there was also the matter of Spain's pride, 
which could not be overlooked. The Duke of Alva 
gave an opinion that "bears the stamp of the 
hereditary temper of that haughty and inflexible 
house." The King, he said, should send to Louis
iana a man with forces necessary to subject the 
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p ople and s tamp out disorders. The government 

;iould be so centralized as to leave the people no 

c'lance for a repetition of such audacity. **But 

liQally, what to my judgment, a')pears to be of 

More importance than all the rest î i, that it be seen 

throughout the world, and particularly in America, 

that the king knows how, and is able, to repress any 

llttempt whatever, derogatory to the respect due to 

lie royal majesty." Louisiana must be made an 

sample to the rest of Spanish America! 

The man chosen for this grim task was Alejan-

I ro O'Reilly. Like many of Spain's prominent men 

'i the eighteenth century, he was an Irishman 

v birth. When a youth he had gone to Spain and 

Tved in the Hibernian Regiment. In the War of 

lie Austrian Succession he had received a wound 

om which he limped the rest of his days. After 

Tving in the armies of Austria and France he 

gain served Spain in the wars with Portugal. 

Having risen to the rank of Brigadier General, he 

vas employed to drill the Spanish army in Austrian 

lactics. In 1763, a t the age of twenty-seven, with 

'he rank of Major General, he was sent to Havana 

0 reestablish the fortifications which the English 

*iad ruined. Returning to Spain he became Inspec

tor General of the King's Infantry and was made a 
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count. In 1765, by his presence of mind, he sav-ii 

the life of King Carlos during an insurrection. 

When the news came of Ulloa's ejection, O'Reillj 

had been ordered to Havana and Mexico to re

view the troops, but his mission was now changed 

His new orders required him to equip an expedi

tion in Havana, go to Louisiana, take posses

sion, arrest and try the leaders of the uprisinj, 

expel all dangerous subjects, and reorganize t'le 

province. In case of resistance he was authoriz<!(l 

to use force. "Bu t as the king, whose character i 

well known, is always inclined to be mild and clei ] 

ent, he has ordered O'Reilly to be informed tl i 

his will is that a lenient course be pursued in tu 

colony, and that expulsion from it be the only pu i-

ishment inflicted on those who have deserved i. 

more severe one." 

W^hile the fate of Louisiana was being discuss* 
in Spain, in New Orleans the people gradually (i;, 
serted their erstwhile noisy spokesmen and turnt J 
to Aubry for protection. The leaders awaited de
velopments in nervous suspense. On July 24,1769, 
the place was thrown into commotion by word 
that O'Reilly had arrived at Balize with a formid
able force. One of the leaders of the rebellion 
stuck a white cockade in his hat, appeared in 
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the public square, and urged the people to re-

fist. But it was all in vain. The rebellion had 

faded out. Aubry urged submission. A messenger 

came from O'Reilly, and some of the leading con

spirators hastened down the river, tumbling over 

each other to be first to explain themselves and 

)romise loyalty. 

O'Reilly's gentle demeanor allayed their fears. 

The Frenchmen were dined and went back "full of 

idmiration for his talents, and with good hopes 

hat their past faults shall be forgotten." On the 

[7th of August the Spanish fleet, full twenty-four 

;ails, appeared before New Orleans. Next <_lay 

)'Reilly limped ashore, followed by his entire force, 

:wenty-six hundred in number, and took formal 

possession with impressive ceremony. The people 

ivere both overawed and edified by the spectacle. 

Five times the cry Jlva el Rey! went up from the 

Spanish throats, and five times it was echoed by 

he French soldiery and the populace. All the 

bells pealed forth, and Aubry handed to O'Reilly 

the kevs of the citv. The fleur-de-lis came down 

and the banner of Spain floated to the breeze. 

O'Reilly then repaired to the cathedral, where the 

solemn ceremony was ended with a Te Deum. 

The day after the ceremony of taking possession. 
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O'Reilly gave a dinner, with great pomp, to Aubry, 
French and Spanish officials, and other important 
personages. Meanwhile he was taking testimony 
in secret. • Of Aubry he requested and obtained 
a full report of all the seditious occurrences in the 
colony. Aubry's eager compliance with this re
quest is one of the acts which has lessened his 
fame in the old French colony. 

With the evidence now in hand, O'Reilly's miri 
was made up. Under various pretexts twebj 
leaders were called to his house, arrested, thti 
swords taken away, and their property sequ< i 

trated. While this scene was being enacted t i 
house was surrounded with grenadiers. All twel^ i 
prisoners were lodged in separate places of confin ;• 
ment, some in vessels on the river, some in wt ii 
guarded houses. One of the twelve, A'illere, h; i 
formerly prepared to flee the province and had tin . 
changed his mind. Being imprisoned in a frigat , 
he died — some say of frenzy, others of a bull t 
fired by his jailers. To the twelve originally ;i> 
rested Foucault and Brand were later added on 
the charge of printing the Memorial of the Planfers, 

one of the seditious publications which had ap
peared. Foucault refused to answer to the Spanish 
authorities, and, at his own request, was sent back 



LOUISIANA 247 

ito France to be tried. On his arrival there he 

Tas thrown into the Bastile. Brand was released. 

The arrests and Villere's death caused renewed 

consternation, and numerous colonists planned to 

' iee to the English in Florida. Everybody trem

bled for his safety. But O'Reilly reassured the 

populace by a proclamation declaring tha t only 

le leaders should be punished. The oath of alle-

ifiance was administered to the inhabitants of New 

f Weans and vicinity. People living in the interior 

ere given opportunities later for this ceremony. 

' very one who so desired was given the option of 

' turning to France. Most of the inhabitants took 

le oath and remained. 

Now followed the trial of the arrested men, an 

/ent which left a profound impression in the col-

ay. The prosecuting attorney, Don Felix del 

ley, was a learned practitioner before the courts 

'- f Santo Domingo and Mexico, and later Viceroy 

if Mexico. The prisoners rested their defense on 

1'iie ground that Si)ain had never taken possession 

'̂if Louisiana, hence that Ulloa could not require 

' heir obedience. Del Rey concluded, in a lengthy 

^argument, that the accused were guilty of rebellion. 

' On the 24th of October the court rendered the ver-

idict, and O'Reilly, as president, pronounced the 
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sentence. O'Reilly condemned Lafreniere, Noyaq 
Caresse, Marquis, and Joseph Milhet **to the or
dinary pain of the gallows." The memory of Vil
lere, who had died in prison, he condemned ' ' to bt 
held and reputed forever infamous." Petit was 
condemned to perpetual imprisonment, Doucet to 
ten years, Boisblanc, Jean Milhet, and Poupet to ?ii 
years each. The property of each was confiscatuJ, 
all those imprisoned were to be banished on relea.̂ t̂ , 
and all seditious publications were to be burned b' 
the hangman. 

The friends of the condemned appealed a i 
pleaded in vain, for O'Reilly was firm. The e: 
cution was set for the next day. But no hangm :i 
could be found. The official executioner of the ĉ  '-
ony was a negro, and it was conceded that a wh J 
man would be more suitable for the task under t e 
circumstances. But in spite of rewards offered no .' 
could be found, and the firing squad was sii'-
stituted for the hangman. The execution totl 
place in the public square at three in the afternooa,. 
the '25th of October. Next day the seditious Me

morial of the Planters was publicly burned. Petilj 
and his companions were taken to Havana and im
prisoned in Morro Castle. I t is pleasant to record 
that soon afterward all were pardoned by Carlos.) 
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Aibry sailed for France, bu t never reached there, 

lo he sank with his ship in the Garonne River — 

IB act of retribution, some thought. 

( The Spanish commander has ever since been 

town in Louisiana as "Bloodv 0*Reillv." 

Sow for a third of a century Louisiana remained 

ir ler Spanish rule. By 1770 the Spanish flag had 

it en raised at all the interior i)(>sls. Ste. (lenevieve, 

plow St. Louis, being the last to haul down the 

fur-de-lis. Having accoinj)l!slu-d his coup d'etat, 

' Reilly was conciliatory and appointed numerous 

tl French officers to important positions. Span-

:i law and administration were installed, though 

i ^ French Black Code was retained. New Or-

I ns was given a cahildo. whose old building is still 

ic of the attractions of the ' 'French" quarter. 

deed more than one so-called French relic of the 

1 city is Sj;)ani>li. 

Having put things in order, O'Reilly left Luis de 

l^azaga in charge as Governor. He in turn was 

Mlowed in 177(i by da-hing young Bernardo de 

^ilvez. L'nzaga had winked at the English 

Qaugglers who monopolized the trade of the low-

r Mississippi and who were pushing west among 

i e tribes of the Gulf Coast. But Galvez began 

ills administration by swooping down upon the 
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English smugglers, eleven of whose vessels U 
seized. Nevertheless they continued their tradi A 

less openly than before. They worked among ti 
coast tribes, reached Texas overland, ascended tij 
Arkansas and Missouri rivers, and worked amiaj 
the tribes of Iowa and Minnesota. Trade in P; w 
nee and Spanish horses extended even to Virgii : 
Governor Patrick Henry being among the pnr̂  
chasers of thoroughbred Spanish stock. , 

In the attempt to keep the English out of Loi ^ 

iana, Spanish defense was concentrated on the 1 i 
of the Mississippi. On the other hand, since Lo î  
iana belonged to Spain, the defenses and the i u 
sions of the old Texas-Louisiana border were w* i 
drawn. The few settlers who lived on the bor k 
in the Los Adaes district, some five hundred l 
number, were evicted and taken to San Anto V 
(177,s). The expulsion of these simple folk fr I 
their settlement, already over half a century (4 
was one of the pathetic incidents of the Americii 
border, and reminds one of the expulsion of •i' 
Acadians from Nova Scotia a few years befora 
Some of the settlers, refusing to be evicted, fled tl 
the woods or to the surrounding tribes. Some of 
them, after remaining at San Antonio a year, aad 
living at a settlement on the Trinity River fivt 
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:• .rs, in 177!* took advantage of a flood and Co-

: riche raids, followed their doughty Creole leader, 

jil \ 'barbo. to NacuLrdoches, and from there >cat-

rxi eastward to their former homes. Todav, 

1 :nd about Robehne in Loui>iana, and San Au-

>tine in Texa•^, their descendants >till hve the 

:aple life of their aiic ^tors. 

Louisiana wa^ Spain's fir-t experience in North 

lurica in a colony previously occupied by Eu-

'caiis, and in it many departures were made 

Qi her traditional syst.ni. This was especially 

.e of her Indian policy. Instead of relying 

control upon the time honored mission and 

^sidio, Spain utilized the French traders al-

idy among the tribes. But, with Spain's cliar-

:eristic paternaliMii, the service was reorganized 

d much improved. A regular (M)rj)s df license)! 

ider.s wa> installed; vagabonds, mitlaws, and un-

eused traders were driven from the tribes, pres-

ts were distributed annually, and medals of 

'rit were iiiveii to the friendh' chief>. In the 
I L 

mnish dav^ fur traders arose. Frenchmen for the 

Ost part, whosf nami > are immortal in the West. 

tNew ()rleans there were Pi.seros and St. ^laxent; 

:Natchitochrs, L(̂  Blanc, La Matlie, and Borme; 

:Nacu<:du(.li.-, Ciil Ybarbo; and at St. Louis, the 
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Chouteaus, the Robidoux, Lisa, and Clamorgij 
St. Louis, the Arkansas Post, and Natchitoches H 
came centers for distributing presents and holdiJ 
councils with tribes living on both sides of il 
Mississippi River, 

Of all the tribes none were more important tlia 
those of the Red River valley, in the present St̂ ii( 
of Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, and Oklahooii 
They had been friendly to the French and hostil 
to Spain, and it was necessary to win them to Spei 
ish allegiance. This important task was assig ij 
to Athanase de Mezieres, an old French ofi n 

in the military service. In recognition of Ij 
ability as an Indian agent, O'Reilly had put ^k 

in charge of the district of Natchitoches. ^ 

ten years he labored loyally at his task. By t 

quence, presents, and bluflF, he induced mos ( 
the hostile tribes to make treaties. He toi- ) 
their villages as far as the upper Brazos Ri' 'i 
and thence marched south three hundred miles t 
San Antonio over an unknown trail. Six veai 
later he was called to Texas to prepare the nei 
allies for a great campaign of extermination againii 
the Apaches, hated foes of both the Spaniards affi 
Eastern tribes. 

For several years after 1776 the vital question!: 
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liiisiana was the outcome of the American Revo-

Jrion. After long hesitation, in April, 1779, Spain 

t last joined the revolting colonies. Her primary 

ill was not popular liberty, but conquest a t the 

(Spense of England, for she hoped to obtain Gibral-

Ibr, Minorca, the Floridas, British Honduras, and 

Vrhaps the country between the Alleghanies and 

t e Mississippi. With lightning speed Galvez, the 

I luthful Governor of Louisiana, captured the Eng-

I h posts on the lower Mississippi. Two years later 

' obile and Pensacola were at his feet. Meanwhile 

II English expedition from Canada against St. 

i )uis by way of AViseonsin had failed (17S0) and in 

I taliation a force from St. Louis had run up the 

iDanish flag at St. Joseph, Michigan. Spain had 

iustrated the British at tempt to gain control of 

le Mississippi, had enabled George Rogers Clark 

> hold his conquests in the Illinois, and had re-

* )vered Florida. Her Anglo-American frontier now 

•retched all the wav from St. ]\Iarv's River on 

'ae Atlantic coast to the head of the Mississippi. 

Spain's rule in Louisiana added to her already 

long and illustrious list of trailmakers. Communi

cation for defense and trade had to be opened be

tween Louisiana and the old outposts of New Spain 

and, at the same time, between San Antonio and 
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Santa Fe, which had been cut off from each ot\ 

by the intervening Apaches and Comanches. Ti 

principal agent in this work was Pedro Vial. \\ 

was sent in 17S6 from San Antonio to find a dii^! 

route to Santa Fe. In spite of a fall from his hor>e 

with one companion he made his way to Red Riv 

thence westward throut^h the Comanche country i 

Santa Fe. He had found the Comanches frient v 

but his route was roundabout. Jose Glares foi m 

a more direct trail to San Antonio (17S7) w l ' 

Vial explored from Santa Fe, down the Red i i( 

Sabine rivers, to Natchitoches, returning the « 

to San Antonio and to Santa Fe bv a still in '̂  

direct route than that of Mares. On the jouri (]1 

he had traveled farther than from Chicago to i: i 

Francisco. This tireless pathfinder next explo < 

from Santa Fe to St. Louis (17!)'-2) returning i 

a route approximating that of the later Santa i' 

Trail. He had preceded Pike by fifteen ye;, s 

He was not a great diarist, but he was a gcx 

frontiersman. 

What ^Mezieres and Vial had done in lower Lea-

isiana, Clamorgan and his associates now did i 

upper Louisiana. Americans from the Ohio Vallq 

and Scotch traders from Canada were invading the 

country in growing numbers. Making their way 
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the Des Moines, the St. Peters, and the Assini-
l̂ une rivers, they traded and even built posts 
tnong the Omahas, Arikaras, and Mandans. At 
li e same time Russians and British were threaten-
i^ the Oregon coast. To ward off these dangers, 
11793 the *'Company of Explorers of the ]Mis-
buri" was chartered at St. Louis. A prize of 
îOOO was offered to the first person who should 
:'ach the Pacific by way of the Missouri. Now 
liere was a spurt of energy, and by 1797 Trudeau, 
' ecuyer, Mackay, and Evans, in the service of 
' lamorgan's Company, had carried the Spanish 
'ag above the Mandan villages in North Dakota, 
•ut the ambitious schemes of the Company were 
ot realized. The Government failed to pay Cla-

. lorgan the promised annual subsidy of $10,000 and 
Val traders opposed the Company's monopoly, 
'he St. Louis trade, however, continued to de-
elop, and Lewis and Clark in 1804 found traces of 

^Spaniards far up Cheyenne River. 
! American traders invaded upper Louisiana and 
ihe backwoodsmen pressed upon the lower INIis-
Hissippi frontier. To hold them back, Spain in
trigued and employed Indian agents, like Alex
ander McGillivray of West Florida. Spain denied 
to the backwoodsmen the right to navigate the 
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Mississippi, but they protested, intrigued, ma 
reprisals, and appealed to the Government, 
in 1795 their point was gained through diii'o 
macy. Still they kept pressing on across the I\fo 
sissippi. To check their advance, Spain imports 
Canary Islanders and invited British Loyalists t* 
settle. Finally she tried counter-colonies forniJ 
of the Americans themselves. Thus in 1790 (J 
onel George Morgan crossed over and founded Iv ̂ v 
Madrid. Before the end of the century score.' a 
other Americans, among them Moses Austin r i 
Daniel Boone, had been given liberal Sparil 
grants in the vain hope that they would hold b *! 
their brethren. By the opening of the new cent r 
the population of Louisiana had reached fifty th Ĵ 
sand, as against some ten thousand a t the enc J 
the French regime, and a large part of the incre G 
was due to American immigration. 

Napoleon needed Louisiana for his own purpo s 
and in 1800 he took it. Three years later with a-
little ceremony he sold it to the United States. 
Spain now fell back again on her old Texas anJ 
New Mexico frontier, where the struggle with \k 

Anglo-Americans was renewed. They pushed oi 
across Louisiana into Texas. Horse drovers ani 
traders, like Philip Nolan, operated in Texas froa 
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tie time of the American Revolution. Early in the 

jtineteenth century adventurers like Aaron Burr 

»ad James Wilkinson laid plans for filibustering 

nids. During the Mexican War of Independence 

Ajnericans led expeditions into Texas to aid in the 

Itruggle for liberty, while others crowded over the 

[orders and settled on the bottom lands along the 

lied and Sabine rivers. When Mexico won inde-

fendence from Spain in 18^21, Austin and a host of 

thers obtained princely grants of rich Texas soil. 

'ifteen vears later the American s(dtlers revolted 

ad set up a republic, which, after nine proud years 

' f independence was annexed to the United States. 

Var with [Mexico followed, and in 1848 New Mex-

'^0, Arizona, Colorado, L^tah, Nevada, and Cali-

ornia went the wav of Texas. Five vears after-

•ards, the Gadsden Purchase added to the United 

tates another slice of the old Spanish domain. 

Vom Jamestown (1607' to the Gadsden Purchase 

^4853) is a continuous story of the pressure of 

I Inglo-Americans upon Hispanic borderlands not 

[effectively occupied. On the south the American 

tide stopped a t the Rio Grande, finding there a 

bulwark of substantial settlement. 

17 



CHAPTER X 

CALIFORNIA 

T H E English had made the occupation of Louisi
ana imperative. Carlos lifted his eyes to the Wt '̂, 
and there he saw another menace. Russian in 
hunters had overrun Siberia to the Pacific by 1:; 
beginning of the eighteenth century. Catherine t! 
Russia, continuing the age-old quest for the Str t 
of Anian, in 17'-25 had sent Vitus Bering, the Dai \\ 
to seek a northern passage from the Pacific ir'j 
the Atlantic. On his first voyage (17^25-1730) ( 
discovered Bering Strait, leading, not into the i 
lantic, but into the Arctic Ocean, wdiere Siberia i\ 1 
Alaska all but touch hands. Bv the close of 1'e 
Seven Years' War Russian fur-trading posts h.id 
been established on Bering, Kadiak, and l^nalaska 
Islands, and Russian vessels were cruising Pacific 
waters southward toward Oregon. ^loreover, there 
was the perilous prospect of an English incursion 
overland from Canada or from the Ohio Valley. 
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California had been in danger before, and little 

lad been done. The Russian menace might have 

faded with correspondence had there not been on 

'!4e frontier a man of action clothed with ample 

powers. This man was Jose de Galvez, the visitor-

(general who had carried out for Carlos reforms in 

,!»ew Spain. Galvez not only realized that a crisis 

:ad arrived but, true to form, he acted: and. while 

'settling affairs in Lower California, he organized a 

I efensive expedition to Alta Cahfornia. The plan 

as typical of Spain's method of holding and as-

imilating new frontiers. Soldiers and missionaries 

ere to go forth, si(h' by side, and plant military 

olonies and missions at San Diego and ^lonterey, 

hen the most celebrated harbors on the coa>t, for 

lie Bav of San Francisco was still unknown. 

To carry out the work Galvez had good material 

eadyat hand. The general command was entrusted 

0 Don Gaspar de Portola, the newly appointed 

jovernor of Lower California. Since the expulsion 

'f the Jesuits, the work of converting and civilizing 

the natives there had devolved upon a band of Fran

ciscan friars, sons of the missionary college of San 

Fernando, at Mexico City. The president of these 

'Fernandinos" in Lower California, Fray Juni-

pero Serra, was chosen to guide the banner of the 
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Faith into the new territory, and he would tak* 
with him five other friars chosen from his missiom/ 
The expedition, which was under way early in 11^%: 

consisted of two passenger vessels and a suppll 
ship and two overland parties. 

Owing to errors in latitude made by the earlien 
explorers, the vessels sailed too far north in tli.ii 
search for San Diego Bay. The San Antonik 

reached port after fifty-four days at sea. The ST^ 

Carlos was one hundred and ten davs on the w> •, 
and when she entered the harbor her crew were t: 
ill from scurvy and lack of fresh water to lower 1 A\ 

boats. A fortnight was spent chiefly in caring ' t 

the sick and burying the dead. The supply sh \) 

the San Jose, was never heard of again after 1 fi 
departure from port in Lower California. 

The land expeditions were much more f ortuna ^ 
though the way was difficult and long. Provisic • 
for the journey, horses, mules, and cattle were f > 
sembled at Velicata, a post eighteen leagues beyond 
Santa Maria, the northernmost of the old missions. 

The first of the overland parties set out from 
Velicata on March 24:, 1769. I t was led by Captain 
Rivera, commander of the company of Loreto. He 
had twenty-five leather jacket soldiers (soldados ^ 

cuera), three muleteers, and some forty Indians 
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hm the old missions, equipped with pick, shovel, 
I., and crowbar, to open the roads through the 
lountains and across gullies. Along went Father 
iuan Crespi, principal historian of the expedition, 
livera's men were declared to be **the best horse-
ten in the world, and among those soldiers who 
I'st earn their bread from the august monarch 
vhom they serve." The cuera, which gave them 
I eir name, was a leather jacket, like a coat with-
), it sleeves, reaching to the knees, and made of six 
I seven plies of white buckskin, proof against the 
bdians' arrows except at very close range. For 
1 Iditional armor they had shields and chaps. The 
ields, carried on the left arm, were made of two 
ies of bull's hide, and would turn either arrow or 
)ear. The leather chaps or aprons, fastened to the 

^immel of the saddle, protected legs and thighs 
)m brush and cactus spines. 

For the first eight days the trail was that fob 
E'Wed by the Jesuit Father Linck, three years be-
' re. Thereafter, a distance of three hundred miles, 
lie route was now explored by white men for the 
ist time. Frequently water had to be carried in 
I barrels and skin bags (botas), for the Peninsula is 
iJry. More than once the animals had to camp for 
ithe night without water. Sometimes there was no 
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fuel for a camp fire. Several nights were made tenî  
ble by the roaring of a lion. Much of the way \\i| 
over rugged mountains. The wild Indians lij 
no harm, but they were occasionally threatenim 
Frequently it rained, and the men spent uncomfoi^ 
able nights in water-soaked clothing. At last ;h( 
difficult journey came to an end. On the ISth d 
May, scouts from a height saw the masts of the tf̂  
vessels anchored in San Diego Bay. Next (ij 
their joy was mixed with sadness; the welcome i 
lutes and the fond embraces were ofiFset by the hj 
news of the horrible inroads made by scurvy i \\ 
the ranks of the sea party. 

On the 15th of May, the day after Rivera lai 
Crespi reached San Diego, Portola and Serra ><: 
out from Velicata. The season was better, jl 
trail had been broken, and the journey was qui( tP 
than Rivera's. On the last day of June, aftt i 
march of six weeks, the wayfarers reached :a 
Diego. Serra said Mass, the Te Deum was suii(j 
and artillery roared salute from the new outpost rf 
Church and State. The first band of SpaniA 
pioneers on the soil of Alta California, when A 

were assembled, comprised one hundred and two-
ty-six souls; ninety-three of the original numbtf 
had perished on the San Carlos or after landing 
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the Indians, some had deserted on the way, re-

ctant to leave home. On Sunday, the 16th of 

Lily, Serra preached to a group of natives made 

appy by little trinkets from his stock, and dedi-

ited the mission of San Diego de Alcala. Nearby 

le presidio of San Diego was founded. 

The port of Monterey was still to be protected. 

ortola therefore sent the San Antonio back to 

lexico for men and supplies; then, leaving the San 

wrlos a t anchor for want of a crew, he continued 

3 the coast by land to complete his task, without 

e aid of the vessels. The march began on the 

Ith of July, two days before Serra formally 

iunded his mission of San Diego. Ahead rode 

ortola, Fages, Costanso, the friars, six Catalan 

Junteers, and the Indian sappers. Next followed 

e pack train in four divisions, each of twenty-

•/e loaded mules, with muleteers and a soldier 

lard. In the rear came Captain Rivera, the rest 

A the soldiers, and friendly Indians driving the 

erd of spare mules and horses. 

Portola and his band rode northward along the 

:oast by a route practically that now followed by 

the railroads. Most of the way pasture and water 

were plentiful and the Indians numerous and 

Wcndly. At Los Angeles River a sharp earthquake 
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shock was felt. " I t lasted about half as long as at 
Ave Maria, and about len minutes later it was re-̂  
peated, though not so violently." The coast Tvaii 
followed without great difficulty past San Lull 
Obispo to a point near the southern line of Mon
terey County. Here the way was blocked bj 
rugged Santa Lucia Mountain, whose steep el T 
overhang the sea. A halt of several days vii 
necessary for Rivera and the scouts to find a ^ST 
through the mountains. The march was contini a 

then to the north and northeast for about forty-f' i! 
miles across Nacimiento and San Antonio riv* K 
and down Arroyo Seco to Salinas River, which T ;„ 
reached near Soledad. I t was one of the hard s 
stretches of country encountered by the early <; 
plorers of the W^est. Crespi wrote, " T h e moi i 
tains . . , are inaccessible not only for men 1 i 
also for goats and deer." Arroyos flowing down t t 
gorges had to be crossed innumerable times. Fr a 
a high peak near San Antonio River nothing but 
mountains could be seen in any direction. " I t v l̂  
a sad spectacle for us, poor wayfarers, tired and 
worn out by the fatigues of the long journey" 
Some of the soldiers by now were disabled bj 
scurvy. "All this tended to oppress our hearts; 
but, remembering the object to which these toib 
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ffere directed, and that it was for the greater glory 
3f God through the conversion of souls, and for the 
service of the king, whose dominions were being en
larged by this expedition, all were animated to 
work cheerfully." 

Six days down Salinas River took the expedition 
lo the shore of Monterey Bay. But Vizcaino had 
.old of a "fine harbor." None was found, and Por
tola, mystified, concluded that some mistake had 
)een made, and that the harbor must be farther 
lorth. He therefore continued up the coast. As 
he men pressed on through the spacious forests, 
hey saw, rank upon rank, the sheer, ruddy trunks 

f giant timber, and they called this new tree the 
nlo Colorado. This is the first historical mention of 
he famous California redwood. At Half Moon Bay 
hey saw the Farallones, Point Reyes, and Drake's 
Jay; which last they recognized at once, for it 
vas better known than any other point on the 
lorth coast. Plainly, they had passed Monterey 

nd were a long distance out of their course. So 
hey pitched camp at Point Pedro, to rest and to 
debate what should be done. And, their food being 
nearly exhausted, some hunters struck into the 
mountains northeast of the camp to look for game. 
The chase, or perhaps only the hope of it, led them 
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upward until presently they came out on a clear 
height and beheld a great quietharbor,almost land
locked, so near together stood the two titanic 
pillars of its one gate, open to the sunset ocean. 
These hunters were the first white men to catch a 
glimpse of San Francisco Bay. 

On the 4th of November, Portola's party c!̂  
scended to the bay and explored it to its heel 
Then, retracing their route along the coast, th } 
again reached Point Pinos and Monterey Bc}̂  
They planted two crosses, one on Carmel Ri^ i 
and the other on the bay shore, and continued ic 
to San Diego. 

There affairs had gone badly. Fifty persons 1 i: 
died and the rest were homesick. During Porto!»! 
absence they had had a serious brush with the 11 

tives, who had pillaged their huts and stripped 1 \ 

invalids of their garments. Provisions were scar i 
and there was even talk of abandoning the ent :• 

prise. But Rivera was dispatched to Loreto jr 
stock and supplies, and the pioneers held on a> if 
they knew the full meaning of their fortitude. Ii 
the crisis Serra's faith was superb. "WTiat I have 
desired least is provisions," he ^Tote. "Our neei 
are many, it is true; but if we have health, a to^ 
tilla, and some vegetables, what more do we want? 



CALIFORNIA 267 

. . . If I see that along with the food hope van-
shes I shall remain along with Father Juan Crespi 
and hold out to the last breath." 

But relief was at hand. To the eyes of the friars, 
who had kept an unceasing vigil of prayer for rune 
lays, and to the discouraged Portola, the white 
ails of the San Antonio cleaving the clear blue 
wilight must have seemed as the wings of some 
leavenly visitant, more beautiful than ever ship 
jefore had spread to the beneficent wind. Alta 
California had been saved from the danger of 
ibandonment. Another expedition to Monterey 
vas successful and the presidio and mission of San 
Carlos were founded there (1770), near the spot 
•vhere one hundred and sixty-eight years before 
Father Ascension had said Mass under a spreading 
yak tree. 

The Russian menace had been met. Spain's 
frontier had been advanced eight hundred miles. 
That the event was of more than local import was 
generally felt, and the news o^ it, hurried to Mexico 
by special courier and dispatch boat, was cele
brated at the capital. "His Excellency [the Vice
roy] wanted the whole population forthwith to 
share in the happiness vhich the information gave 
him, and therefore he ordered a general ringing ef 
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the bells of the cathedral and all the other churche^j 
in order that all might realize the importance of tit 
Port of Monterey to the Crown of our monarch 
and also to give thanks for the happy success of it 
expeditions; for by their means the dominion of eo: 
king had been extended over more than three hiii>| 
dred leagues of good land." More than this, 1!i: 
Viceroy ordered a solemn Mass of thanksgiv ^ 

sung in the cathedral, and attended in person w I 
his whole viceregal court. 

Two problems of major importance now enga a 
the authorities — the opening of a land route fr i 
Sonora and the occupation of San Francisco B .j 

Thus far supplies had been sent chiefly by s' | 
from San Bias to Loreto on the peninsula, the: t 
northward by pack train over seven hundred i t 
fifty miles of largely arid country to San Diego i J 
five hundred and fifty miles farther to Monter j . 
California needed colonists, and the supply ships 
were too small to transport them in any numba. 
The soldiers in California, left without their fami
lies, chose their companions from among the na
tive women and thus grievously hampered th? 
work of the friars. Furthermore, a land route 
would reduce the cost of tjie new settlements to the 
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I 
*ijvernment by opening a way for the transport of 

'fock and crops raised abundantly in Sonora. 

' The man for the task was found in Juan Bautista 

ie Anza, commander of Tubac, an Arizona fort, 

nd a frontiersman by birth and training. Anza 

t out from his post a t Tubac with a company of 

:irty-four men, including two friars, thirty-five 

iles laden with provisions, sixty-five cattle, and 

ae hundred and forty horses — the horses being 

X)r animals, a> the best of the stock had just been 

n off by the Apacht*>. He tunn-d southwest, 

ossed the divide, and descended the Altar River 

rough the Pima ml>sion^ to Caborca, the last 

)ani^h settlement between Sunora and Father 

rra's San Gabriel Mi->ion, six hundred miles dis-

nt. From Caborca hi- way led throij;/lj the Pa

go country to the Gda at the Colorado Junction, 

•er the waterle>> Devil's ILV'hway, where men 

d beasts suffered torture from thirst. At the 

action he made friends with Palma, chief of the 

iraas, and presented him wi^h a bright sash and 

necklace of coins struck with the Kiu;;r's image, 

aich latter so deli^^hted the naked giant that "he 

" ither had eyes enough to look at it, nor vsords 

ith which to expre>; hi^ gfc^utude.*' The j 'umas 

-ssisted Ar.zii in crosdn^ the Colorado River and 
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the bells of the cathedral and all the other chnrche^ 

in order that all might realize the importance of tĥ  

Port of Monterey to the Crown of our monardJ 

and also to give thanks for the happy success of the 

expeditions; for by their means the dominion of out 

king had been extended over more than three 1 un-

dred leagues of good land." More than this, thci 

Viceroy ordered a solemn Mass of thanksgi\iiig 

sung in the cathedral, and attended in person \ itl| 

his whole viceregal court. 

Two problems of major importance now engr M 

the authorities — the opening of a land route f at 
Sonora and the occupation of San Francisco I t / . 
Thus far supplies had been sent chiefly by .̂ ip 
from San Bias to Loreto on the peninsula, tht JT 
northward by pack train over seven hundred . id 
fifty miles of largely arid country to San Diego .m 

five hundred and fifty miles farther to Monte: ey. 
California needed colonists, and the supply sliipa 
were too small to transport them in any number. 
The soldiers in California, left without their fami
lies, chose their companions from among the na
tive women and thus grievously hampered tie 
work of the friars. Furthermore, a land route 
would reduce the cost of t i e new settlements to tic 
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^^vernment by opening a way for the transport of 
'̂ tock and crops raised abundantly in Sonora. 
• The man for the task was found in Juan Bautista 
de Anza, commander of Tubac, an Arizona fort, 
Wd a frontiersman by birth and training. Anza 
set out from his post at Tubac with a company of 
Mrty-four men, including two friars, thirty-five 
aules laden with provisions, sixty-five cattle, and 
)ae hundred and forty horses — the horses being 
)Oor animals, as the best of the stock had just been 
jn off by the Apaches. He turned southwest. 
Tossed the divide, and descended the Altar River 
hrough the Pima missions to Caborca, the last 
Spanish settlement between Sonora and Father 
terra's San Gabriel ^lission, six hundred miles dis

tant. From Caborca his way led through the Pa-
)ago country to the Gila at the Colorado Junction, 
)ver the waterless Devil's Highway, where men 
md beasts suffered torture from thirst. At the 
junction he made friends with Palma, chief of the 
Yumas, and presented him with a bright sash and 
a necklace of coins struck with the King's image, 
vhich latter so delighted the naked giant that **he 
leither had eyes enough to look at it, nor words 
vith which to express his gratitude." The Yumas 
assisted Anza in crossing the Colorado River and 
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guided him down its farther bank to Santa Oh.n 

Lake, on the edge of the great sand dunes of k 

Colorado Desert. 

His guides from here forward were Father Frm-

cisco Garces, who three years before had crossed 

the Colorado Desert, and Sebastian, an Indian v ho 

had fled east across the Sierras from Mission ;"ai 

Gabriel to Sonora. But the guides h)st their ^ x' 

and for about a fortnight Anza wandered hi f-

lessly among the dunes till at last he encountt d 

mountains of sand which the jaded animals we !1 

not even a t t empt to j)ass. When he turned 1 :ii 

towards Santa Olaya Lake his diflSculties wrrr ,(t 

over; for the blowing sand had wiped out all tr. il. 

But a t last he reached it and there went into ca lo 

for two weeks, to rest and restore the men and le 

pack animals. The camp was thronged dady -v \h 

the Yumas and their allies. The friars, Fatl rs 

Diaz and Garces, endeavored to convert the ^i--

ages; and the soldiers, who had a fiddler an. uj. 

them, held nightly dances with the Indian g rls, 

there on the rim of the desert, defying its niei i'e 

with their jollity. 

Anza left a par t of his equipment and some of his 

men with the Yumas and went on with the others, 

who had sworn to persevere with him to the eat 
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even if they should have to make the coast on foot. 

He went south west ward, down the Colorado, seek-

mg a way round the southern line of the desert. 

He found water and pasturage north of the Cocopa 

Mountains, from which point he veered generally 

northwestward to a pass in the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains. 

This trail of the first white man to cri'ss the 

Sierras is historic. Anza entered the ^n at range 

by way of San Felipe Creek. " T h e canyon is 

formed by several very hi^di, rocky mountains, or it 

would be better to say, by great heaps of rocks and 

stones of all sizes, which look as though they had 

been gathered and pded there, like the sweepings of 

the world." Continuing up Coyote Canyon, past 

starved Indians living in the cliffs and caves 'Mike 

rabbit warrens," three days after leaving the desert 

he emerged through a rocky j)ass into Cahuilla 

Valley.^ The desert now ^ave way to mountain 

verdure. '*At this very place/ ' says Anza, " there 

is a pass which I named Roj al Pass of San Carlos. 

Prom it are seen some most beautiful valleys, very 

• Not Hemet Valley as is generally held. In August, 1920, the 
iUthorand Mr. W. G. Padeo, by a personal reconnaissance on the 
ground, demonstrated this error. The rocky pass, called San 
Carlos, today opens into the corral of Rancho de la Puerta, 
owned by Mr. Fred Clark. 
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green and flower strewn; snowy mountains wi fc 
live oaks and other trees native to cold lands. T le 
waters, too, are divided, some running on this sid* 
to the Gulf, and others to the Philippine Ocean.? 
Anza crossed the plateau, a distance of some fifte L 
miles, and, little hindered by falling snow on t'lt 
mountains, which turned to mist in the valley, (e-
scended Bautista Canyon and camped on S .c 
Jacinto River. A few days later, as the Soutlnrr 
California sunset blazed upon the peaks, Ar:; 
knocked at the gates of San Gabriel Mission, n*M 
the future Los Angeles. His march had cove i 

some seven hundred miles. He went on to M a 
terey and returned from there to Tubac over lb 
trail which he had opened, through the Royal P ; 
of San Carlos. 

The Golden Gate could now be protected. H. ^• 

ing first been to Mexico City to confer with Vicei y 
Bucarely, on October 23, 1775, Anza led out frcm 
the rendezvous a t Tubac the first colony destined 
for San Francisco. I t comprised soldiers, friars, 
and thirty families — in all two hundred and fortr 
persons. The type of Spanish colonist to be had is 
amply revealed in Anza's recommendations to th" 
authorities. Their pay must be given them in ad
vance, because most of them were "submerged in 
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Doverty," and it must be given to them in the form 
jf clothing and outfit because, if paid in money, 
hey would immediately gamble it all away. The 
st of essentials included -— besides arms, horses, 
indes, cattle, and rations — shirts, underwear, 
jackets, breeches, hose, buckskin boots and but-
loned shoes, capes, hats, and handkerchiefs for the 
men, also ribbons for their hats and their hair; for 
he women, chemises, petticoats, jackets, shoes, 
tockings, hats, rebozos and ribbons; and the items 
'f children's needs also concluded with ribbons, 
^purs, bridle and bit, saddle and saddle-cushion, 
md a leathern jacket (cuera) of seven thicknesses, 
Tere a few more of each man's requirements. And 
i e dole of each family seems to have included all 
inventions known at the time from frying pans 
-o blank books I Two hundred head of cattle 
were taken to stock California. In the party were 
three friars. Font, Garces, and Eixarch. Garces, 
irho had accompanied Anza to San Gabriel on his 
arst journey, and Eixarch, were to remain with the 
Yuma Indians at the mouth of the Gila. Font 
went as diarist and astronomer. The Gila was 
reached on the 28th of November without other 
grave mishap than the death of a woman in child
birth. Six days were spent at Yuma, the junction 

i8 
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of the Gila and the Colorado, because of illness 
among the women, and because of the necessity of 
installing Garces and Eixarch among their chosen 
flock. Anza ordered a cabin erected for the fri
ars and their servants and stocked it with provi
sions for four months. Chief Palma aided vith 
all the weight of his great authority. Such was !lie 
beginning of white settlement at Yuma. 

On the 4th of December Anza resumed his j( ir
ney. Some of his horses had died from the c )lii,l 
and there were eleven sick persons in the pa ; 
At Santa Olaya Lake he divided his expedition' etc 
three relays, to march on different days, in ordc lo 
save the scant water holes in the desert com tiy 
ahead. In his conferences with Palma, whon b' 
had now rendered ecstatic by the gift of a Spai :ih 
military costume, Anza must have learned n ic 
about the way over the sand dunes; for, leading he 
first detachment in person, he struck out strai^'lit 
ahead across the desert. In three days he reached 
the cool wells of Santa Rosa, and, two days later, 
camped at San Sebastian, near the pass into tie 
mountains. Here he awaited the remainder of his 
party. ^Yhen the other detachments came up, tie 
colonists were ill from cold and thirst, and the tuo 
hundred cattle had been without water for foi 
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days. The horses were badly worn. Just before 

leaving Tubac the Apaches had stolen fifteen hun

dred head, and most of the emigrants had come 

vithout change of mounts, in some cases with 

:wo or three children on a single horse. Hence

forth some went on foot. But human nature is 

buoyant. And the reunion at San Sebastian was 

^lebrated with a noisy dance. A bold widow 

sang a naughty song; her paramour punished her; 

Anza reprimanded the man. and Father Font 

reproved Anza. 

Anza's cavalcade turned northwestward now 

and cro>>ed the Sierras by way of tlu- path he had 

discovered on his former journey. The snow-cov

ered mountains extended a chilly reception to tlie 

colonists, who came from semi-tropical Sonora and 

Sinaloa. The women wept, but Anza dried their 

tears. In the deep canyon on Christmas eve, a 

child wa> born, the third extra colonist to enter the 

ranks of the expedition since the departure from 

Tubac. On the way up the mountain sloj^e over 

ninety head of catth* died from cold and exhaus

tion. Just at San Carlos Pass a severe earthcjuake 

shock was experienced by the weary band. The 

intrepid Anza — Tomiar, or Big Chief, the Cahuil-

l̂ las called him — had intended to break trail from 
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the pass to Monterey without touching a t San Ga« 

briel, but the condition of his party and the stock 

made this plan impracticable. Where Riversidt 

now stands he crossed the Santa Ana River on the 

bridge built by himself two years before and led liii 

colonists into the precincts of San Gabriel on Jan

uary 4, 1776. Two months later he had brouglit 

them to Monterey. 

Anza explored the shores of San Francisco B ij 

and selected sites for a presidio and a mission a ;d 

then returned to Sonora. The march of over ] 

thousand miles, which he had led, was one of t t 

longest overland migrations of a colony in Noi H 

American history before the settlement of Oregt ii 

I t is worthy of note that even while Don Ju i 

Anza reconnoitered San Francisco Bay for a .̂  U 

whereon to erect the outward signs of absoh < 

monarchy, the Liberty Bell at Philadelphia thi t 

thousand miles away proclaimed the signing i 

the Declaration of Independence; and that within 

seventy-five years San Francisco was to become 

the western gateway of the new American nation. 

The presidio of San Francisco was founded in 

September and the mission in October, 1776. Next 

year one of Anza's lieutenants founded San Jos^ 

some miles to the south, close to the mission ol 
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Santa Clara. Four years later a second body of 
colonists came over Portola's route and founded 
the pueblo of Los Angeles. The year 1782 saw 
the founding of Santa Barbara. Thus Spain had 
made good her hold on California at four strategic 
points, San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, and 
San Francisco, having meanwhile pushed explora
tion by sea up the present Oregon and British Co
lumbia coasts with an eve alwavs to Russian and 
English activities. Spain was much disturbed to 
find that England, who should have been fully 
occupied with the Revolutionary War in America 
and the defense of her frontiers from the English 
Channel to India against the combined power of 
France and Spain, had yet found time to send an 
explorer. Captain Cook, into North Pacific waters.' 

Of names illustrious in the pioneer mission field 
of America none is more renowned than Junipero 
Serra. If, as in the case of Serra, we are disposed 
to think that the biographies of some of the pioneer 
padres, written by members of their own Order, 
may be too colored with hero worship to be strict
ly historical, let us remember at the same time 
that only men capable of arousing exalted aflFection 

* See Adventurers of Oregon in this Series. 
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and admiration could tempt their memorialists ii> 
to this extravagance. In his character, it is plain, 
Serra was gentle, loving, and selfless. Like Kino, 
he had distinguished himself in the Old World and 
had turned his back upon honors to enter the la
borious and perilous life of a missionary to savages. 
It was a life that promised little but hardship, di-
appointment, danger, to be cut short, perhaps, r-
a death of agony at the hands of those he sought to 
save. W^hatever might be the worldly policies >; 
governors and ecclesiastics pertaining to the •) 

suits of his labors, the true missionarv himself v ;. 
moved by two separate motives — a passion n 

his Faith and a yearning towards those whom b 

deemed eternally lost without it. His humanity nj. 
well as his zeal found exercise in a fatherly inter s 
in the children of the wilderness and in efforts i 
teach them innocent games and pleasures in t t 
place of some of their native amusements whi i 
were less moral. To learn their various langua^ es 
— and Indian languages are among the most di a-
cult to master — to coax them into habits of ind is-
trv, to make them love labor and strict virtue as 
well as the Catechism — required infinite patience 
and kindness no less than a heart staunch against 
all fear. 
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Such a blend of zeal and humanity was seen 

n Junipero Serra. Withal, he was an organizer 

iiid executive. All in all, indeed, Serra was the 

outstanding Spanish pioneer of California. Dur-

ug the fifteen years of his labors there, he super-

nsed the founding of nine permanent missions 

of the twentv-one which the Franciscans built in 

tlu Golden State before secularization undid the 

ftork of their Order. ' San Diego was the first, but 

die more famous was San Carlos at Carmel, where 

Serra lived until his death in 1784. The present 

San Carlos, which has been preserved and Is still 

reguhirly used for st'r\i( <s, was begun on the 

same site in 1703. The little congregation which 

gathers there now answers no longer to the descrip

tions left us by visitors of long ago — such as those 

of the Frenchman La Perousc, who saw the ori^n'nal 

building, the Enghsh discoverer, George Vancouver, 

and, later, the Boston seaman and writer, Rich

ard Henry Dana. Then, along the five-mile road 

*San Diego. 1769; San CarIo^, 1770; San Gabriel, 1771; San 
Antonio de Padua , 1771; San Lul> Obispo, 177i ; Sao Juan Capi-
atrano, 1776; San Frani i x o de Assisi, 1776; Santa Clara, 1777; 
Sin Buenaventura . 17s i , Santa Barbara. 1786; La Purisima 
Concepcion, 1787; Santa < ruz, 1791; Soledad, 1791; San Juan 
Bautista, 1797; San Fernando, 1797; San Miguel, 1797; San Jos^. 
1797; San Luis Rey, 1798; Santa Inez, 1804; San Rafael. 1817; 
SaD Francisco Solano. 1823. 
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leading from Monterey, the capital, to Canufl| 
passed the magnificent Governor and his uniforrnetj 
escort, caballeros in slashed and gilt-laced paiU-
loons and brilliant scrapes, staid setioras shrou'iecl 
in black lace mantillas yet keeping an eye on tlieiif 
daughters, whose glances, decorous but eager, ro .ed 
over the rim of the cart as some hero with jingling 
spurs curvetted pa.sl» peasants under their h :ge 
sombreros, gray-gowned friars in sandals, Ind in 
muleteers and vaqueros, and Indian laborers in tl "• 
coarse dull cotton smocks. Scarlet, gohl, and I i? 
livened the black and white and tawny browi ii 
the costuming of this frequent procession, wl ^:\ 

made its way along the shore of a sea sapphire ; id 
amethyst and spread with the hammered gold cf 
the kelpfields, on through the green slopes, a 
among the giant columns of the Carmel pines, U 

San Carlos, on the hill above the river, with r 1-
tiled roof and belfry and thick bluish stone wa i> 
In Serra's day there was only a small adobe churdi 
beside the orchards of olives and fruit trees whi h 
he planted. Half a stone's throw from the church 
Serra dwelt in a cell furnished with a chair ands 
table, a bed of boards, and the blanket which cov
ered him when he slept. Nearby rose a high cross 
and, at dawn and often through the day and night, 
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:Q1I? knelt a t its foot in prayer. I t was, says Father 

r;i;alou, Serra's pupil, friend, and biographer, *'his 

b oinpanionship and all his delight." Under the 

t aadow of the cross in his cell, attended by his dis-

ei'iple Palou, Serra died. From near and far, the In-

p:ians who venerated him came to strew his plain 

[(CoflBn with flowers. And they wept bitterly tha t 

: heir Padre, now silent in death, would never again 

; .Trrt them with his habitual tender admonition, 

i ''amar d Dios'* — to love (iod. 

Aided by other devoted Franciscans. Serra had 

iccomplished much according to the plan which he 

I held to be essential to the welfare of the Indians. 

I Vlong the fertile coast valleys from San Diego to 

' San Francisco stretched a chain of missions, some 

. seated so that the limits of one mission's lands 

touched upon the borders of the next. Grain fields, 

nneyards, olive groves, and orchards flourished, 

cared for by native labor under Indian overseers. 

Indian herdsmen tended the great flocks of sheep 

and the droves of cattle and horses. Each mission 

with its lands and its Indians formed a type of pa

triarchal state under the padre's rule backed l)y the 

soldiery. Under the new regime, which curbed 

every native instinct and changed the whole fash

ion of their hves the Indians decreased. But, while 
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it is easy to pick flaws in the mission system of deal
ing with the Indians, it is not so easy to point o 
any other sj'stem which has done better. Tie 
problem of civilizing a wild people has baiHd 
others than the padres. 

In the policy of the Government regarding tie 
missions and in the plans of the friars, the Indian 
was the central idea. Both looked to his conver
sion and civilization. The Government intend
ed, after a reasonable period, to take over \o 

missions, turn them into pueblos under ci\ il ji li-
diction, each church to become a curacy of lJ< 
diocese, and to allot land to the Indians, who \ c< 
to be no longer neophytes under patriarchal d( n; • 
nance, but citizens living independent hves ui l-̂  
the rule of the state. The mission lands did ;o* 
belong to the friars, whose vows of poverty f'-
eluded their holding property. The usufruct ,s 
theirs to manage, as stewards and administratjrs 
salaried by the Crown but having themselves lo 
titles to the occupied territory. The friars w^e 
not in sympathy with the governmental desire pre
maturely to secularize the missions and thus to ^i-

pel the missionaries, or to confine the activities of 
those who might remain to purely spiritual af
fairs. I t is conceivable that they did not wish lo 
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^ resign their temporal powers; and it is certain that 
they did not believe that the Indians would be 
benefited by the change. With all their energy, 

j'therefore, the friars resisted secularization. 

A decree passed by the Spanish Cortes in 1813, 
I but not pubHshed in California until January, 1820, 
ordered the friars immediately to "cease from the 
government and administration of the property" 
of the Indians; but a vigorous controversy halted 
its execution. After the revolt from Spain, the 
Mexican Government enacted laws of the same 
tenor, looking, as some say, to the emancipation of 
the Indians and to their participation in the life of 
the state as citizens, or, as others put it, to the con
fiscation of the mission lands. The immediate re
sult was confusion, waste, and destruction. The 
Indians did not comprehend the new measures, said 
to be designed for their progress. They accepted the 
views of the friars that a great evil was being com
mitted by the new republican Government. To 
oppose that Government some at least of the mis
sion Indians had been armed and drilled under the 
direction of their padres, whose sympathies were 
strongly royalist. Not understanding that the 
lands and herds which they had tended were now 
legally to become their own, and believing only 
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that they and their padres were to be robbed c 
them, they plunged into a furious destruction c* 
live stock and other property. Helpless to cope 
with the situation, the new Government ordered i 

temporary restoration of the old system. But tht 
trouble did not abate. Dishonest officials, eager 
only to possess themselves of the valuable lande 
destined for the Indians, added to the complexity 
of the problem. Settlers intruded into the mission 
valleys and took up holdings. Natives helpec 
themselves to stock and ran off to distant rancher-
ias. Bv 1843, five of the missions at least had beer 
entirely deserted. In 1845 a proclamation pro
vided for the rental or sale of the missions. The 
abandoned buildings were to be sold at auction. 
The surplus property of others was to be sold and 
the buildings rented. This order had not been 
fully carried out when the flag of the United States 
was raised at Monterey on July 7, 1846. Under 
American regulations, the mission buildings with 
an adequate amount of land were restored to the 
Church. The surplus land reverted to the Govern
ment. So, in the end, the Indians possessed noth
ing. Retreating before the inrush of white settlers, 
they went back to their wild life, far less able to 
cope with its conditions after some fifty years of 
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civilization and strict religious discipline. A few of 

he friars remained till they died to care for the 

spiritual welfare of their scattered and diminished 

flocks. The majority departed for other mission 

lields or returned to their monasteries in Mexico 

.ind Europe. 

The missions, some of them intact, others in va-

-'ious stages of decay, <'r of restoration through the 

ictivities of the Landmarks Club of California, 

emain as monuments, not alone to the friars who 

iesigned them, but also to the Indians who built 

hem. The natives, instructed by their padres, 

iiade those adobe bricks and quarried those great 

tone blocks and piled them into the high walls 

everal feet in thickness, into the tall pillars, the 

ounded arches, the belfry towers and the solid 

'Ourtyards of buildings coveri'-g, in some instances, 

'normous sites. San Luis Rey, the largest of 

he missions, built of adobe, had a corridor of 

:hirty-two broad arches opening upon its patio, 

flrhich was about eighty y; rds square. Nearly 

three thousand Indians peopled the adjacent vil

lage, tilled the mission's lands and herded its stock; 

and, in the evenings, a native band of forty pieces 

played for the delectation of their tribesmen and 

their padres. The Indians built roads and bridges 
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under the tutelage of the friars, some of whom had 
been architects and engineers, prior to taking vows 
Indians baked the dusky red tiles for the roofs 
They carved the altar pieces and pulpits, the door 
posts and Untels; they made the moldings and em
ployed their primitive native art in the brilliant!}' 
colored frescoes which still adorn some of the inte
rior walls. They hewed and smoothed the grea: 
beams for the ceilings and grooved them into place; 
and they wrought the stone bowls for font an{ 
fountain and set them on their adobe pedestals 
Patient teaching and faithful labor wrought fo 
beauty and God. 

The architecture combined something of th 
Moresque, the Roman, and the Old Spanish, an^ 
was perhaps influenced by the Aztec, certainly wa 
influenced by the needs and inspirations and th • 
climatic conditions of a virgin country and by th 
materials at hand for building. The result was ai 
original style, massively beautiful and harmoniouj 
with the landscape. Santa Barbara is a famous ex
ample. I t never suffered ruin; it is, in fact, the only 
mission in California which, from its earliest days, 
has never been untenanted by Franciscans. 

Some of the ruined missions suffered their first 
blows, not from secularization, but from the severe 
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[Seismic shocks of 1812—e l ano de los temblores. 

; Ciief of these was the vast cruciform building of 

:iin Juan Capistrano, which succeeded the small 

'̂ mission built by Serra. Before its ruins, in point of 

beauty, even the unblemished pile of Santa Bar-

:kra must give way. The great cross, shattered 

wDiJW, with its church, monastery, convent, and 

|«3rkshops and its wings of corridors outlined, was 

erected of gray stone and was hardly less than a 

,; d cade in building. On a mountain several leagues 

in .ay the great timbers for the beams were hewn. 

,: 1 le stone came from a quarry six miles distant. 

fie huge blocks were transported by the mission 

> . dians, numbering roughly a thousand, in crude 

j I illock-carts; the smaller blocks men, women, and 

I en children carried on their heads. Back and 

. rth in the daylight hours, year after year, the In-

( ans of Capistrano trod the long way to bring the 

[.* one that should build an imperishable shrine, 

jliiperishable, in one sense, it is; but its structure, 

completed in 1806, stood unmarred for only six 

ilvears. One of the uninjured rooms of the convent 

a^as converted into a chapel. Services are held 

there and the parish priest lives a t the mission. 
I 

About San Juan Capistrano, even today, lingers 

the fragrance of the past. In the little seaside 
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village, Spanish, with Mexican accent, Basque, and 
Portuguese are more commonly heard than EngUsh 
In fact, English is seldom heard. The sombrerc 
frequently, and even an occasional dingy anc 
frayed serape, may be seen in the groups of swarth> 
skinned men lounging and smoking in the sun 
Not far froin the railway — which connects Sar 
Diego with Los Angeles by a swdfter route than tht 
old trail of the padres — in the mouth of the valley 
the majestic ruin stands. Gone is the high bell 
tower, once visible, so it is said, from ten mile 
away. The roofs have crumbled in places, and th 
gray walls and the thick square columns of th 
arches are fissured from the temblor which de 
stroyed the lofty church and crushed out the live 
of several hundred worshipers. Grasses an< 
weeds push their way through the broken flooring 
and riot with the blazing California poppy in th 
paiios. Busy little birds, swift of wing and inces 
sant in song, pop in and out of a village of nests in 
the deserted corridors. Lazy doves, bronze and 
blue and snow-white, float up from the street along 
the sparkling bay to sun and plume themselves on 
the ruined arches. And the lizard, though unat
tended by the lion, keeps the court. But the 
dark vulture, wheehng above San Juan, wings 
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slowly on; for the stillness here is too old to be 
(f the dead. It is the placidity of beauty, which 
is immortal. 

In their pagan days the Indians of Capistrano 
honored the moon. Padre Boscana has preserved 
ia his writings the refrain of the song sung at the 
least and dance with which they greeted her: *'As 
the moon dies and comes to life again, so we, hav-
iig to die, shall live again." Night is still the feast 
f beauty at Capistrano. I t is a feast kept now in 
iience — wdth the stately dance of a tribe of shad-
ws moving through the arches to the slow rhythm 
ii the rising moon. So does a vanished people 
*hve again" in the supreme loveliness of their 
vrecked handiwork. 

Colonization in California proceeded steadily, 
f slowly. California was far away and equally 
jood lands could be had in Mexico. Spaniards 
acked some of the incentives which stirred Eng-
ishmen to emigrate to the shores of the Atlantic. 
They attained to little greater degree of personal 
freedom and little larger share in their own govern
ment in a frontier presidio than in the City of Mex
ico or in Seville. Distance, of course, often made 
them independent for a time. But the heel of 

19 
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absolutism was on their necks wherever they went, 
and those who came lacked incentives to energetic 
industry. The land was too fertile; too much was 
done for them. Colonists were paid a salary for a 
term of years, given lands, stock, tools, in fact 
every necessary but the normal stimulus to labor. 
In California, where the climate compelled no 
measures of protection and the soil produced 
abundantly without urging, the spirit of dolee far 

nienie possessed the settlers. Even the later com
ing of well-to-do families, who boasted the purest 
blood of Spain, made little change in the life of 
happy, sunny ease. Sheep and cattle increased, 
roamed the green valleys and found their own 
sustenance, with little effort on the part of their 
owners. Olive trees, introduced by the padres, 
flourished; and grain yielded from fifty to a hun
dredfold from a single sowing. Why work? Why 

be "progressive"? The implements used in cul
tivation were of the most primitive design. As 
late as '49 the Californians were ploughing, and 
happily, with an iron point attached to a crooked 
branch. The labor of field and range was done by 
Indians for a share of the produce. The lord of the 
hacienda was chiefly engaged in riding, in gam-
bUng, dancing, in visiting or receiving his friends, or 
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attending bull and cock fights. There was indeed 
little else for him to do. The Government did not 
solicit his cooperation. He might, and often did, 
stir up a little revolution. If he had a mind to 
trade, he must pay a tithe on all transactions; and 
there were no markets for his stock, so that fre-
(juently he must slaughter great numbers of sheep, 
tattle, and horses to reduce his herds. He was not 
ilways devout, but he obeyed perfunctorily the 
iws relative to religious observances and left the 
est to the virtue and piety of his women. Intel-
ectually, his life was perforce sterile; for California 
vas isolated; books there were none, and education 
vas not greatly encouraged. Reversing the pro-
.^erbial admonition, he seldom did today what he 
.'ould put off till tomorrow: manana was time 
enough for a task; now was for pleasure. And no 
pleasure was keener than bestriding a fine horse. 

L His days were lived in the saddle; and his feats of 
liorsemanship provoked the envy and admiration 
of early American and European travelers who 
have recorded them. To the end of Mexican days 
the Californians sustained the reputation brought 
by Rivera's men at the birth of the province — 
'*the best horsemen in the world." 

Though changing fashions in the outside world 
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affected the dress of the upper class, the Califo^ 
nians, generally, clung to their own style of garb. 
The caballero who rode forth to take part in one of 
the numerous fiestas at Monterey or San Jose wa* 
attired in a jacket trimmed wdth scarlet, a brightly 
colored silk sash, velvet pantaloons slashed below 
the knee and laced with gilt, embroidered shoes, a 
sombrero sporting a band of embroidery or ribbon 
under which his head was tightly bound with a 
black silk handkerchief. A serape was draped 
about his shoulders; his long hair was braided in a 
queue and tied with ribbons. Ribbons and jinghng 
bits of metal on bridle-reins and stirrups added to 
the pride of his high-mettled horse. The sloe-eyed 
maid who challenged him to dance by breaking on 
his head a cascaron — an eggshell filled with gold 
and silver paper, or scented water — would be ar
rayed in white mushn smock and petticoat flounced 
with scarlet — her arms bare and her trim ankles 
visible — scarlet sash, shoes of velvet or of blue 
satin; and a gay rebozo or cotton scarf, in the man
agement of which she would display an infinite 
number of enticing and graceful gestures. When 
the day's sports were over, the thin sweet twanging 
of guitars would call caballero and senorita to the 
dance, until, by ones and twos and whispering. 
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ughing groups, the merrymakers flitted home 

Ike shadows across the plaza which lay white as 

pearl in the drenching light of the southern moon. 

The houses of the well-to-do in country or in 

town were built about a court. The rooms opened 

0 1 a corridor which ran round the court, where 

usually brilliant flowers grew and a fountain sent 

up its rainbow sparkle. The poorer ranch houses 

r ere of the plainest design and ill-furnished. The 

1 ,̂ ople lived out of doors and gave little thou^dit to 

lie interior of their dwellings. 'VUry built their 

! rge rambling one-story houses of adobe with red 

t le roofs, sometimes coating the outside walls with 

I hitewash and the inner with plaster. The poorer 

I juses had no floors but the hard earth and no 

- irniture except a chair or two with rawhide seats, 

bed of the same material, and a wooden bench 

hich was fixed along the wall. The hacienda was 

. .'errun with Indian servants, frequently hired 

fom the missions, who did whatever work the 

benign sun and soil had left for human hands 

:o do. 

But if the Californian was idle and, as the padres 

wmetimes complained, not over-virtuous, he was 

kindly and hospitable to a fault. His house and 

all he possessed were free to friend and stranger for 
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a day or a year. No guest could wear out a Calii 
fornian's welcome. If the guest were a poor manij 
on the day of his departure he would find a little 
heap of silver coins in his room from which he wi s 
thus silently bidden to ease a need his host had too 
much delicacy to mention. Horses would be proj 
vided for his journey to the next hacienda, whertj 
he would meet with the same treatment. i 

I t was the opinion of travelers of that time thi.( 
the Californians were superior to other Spaiii.4 
colonists in America, including the Mexicans. Ar ( 
the superiority was variously ascribed to the great L 
degree of independence, social at least if not polil i-
cal, which they had attained through their far r '•, 
moval from Mexico and their lack of intercour ; 
with the other colonies; and to the fact that, a^X i 

the first settlements were made, the great majorii; 
of new colonists were of good Castilian blood; ai ( 
to the influence of California itself. However thJ 
may be, the life of the Californians presente( 
phases not always seen in Spanish colonies. Tlx̂  
beauties and graces of the Spanish character flow
ered there; and the harsher traits were modified.' 
Perhaps the Californian bull fight may be citedj 
as typical of this mellower spirit, for it lacked 
the sanguinary features which characterized the 
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'nitional sport in Mexico and Spain. The quarry 
Retired from the arena not much the worse for 
ia chase which had served chiefly to exhibit the 
id^xterity and horsemanship of the toreador, 

( After the inrush of Americans, who, paradoxi-
»*cilly enough, stumbled upon the gold which Span-
*,ii rds had vainly sought, this leisure!}- life inevi
tably passed away. California of our time com-
nemorates the day when a people possessed by the 
t lergy of labor came to the Golden Gate. But it 
\ ill bears, indelibly stamped upon it, the imprint 
[E Spain. 
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^sefid is ^Y. W. H. Davis, Spanish Conquest in New 
'Mexico (1869). Mission antiquities are treated in L. 
'Bradford Prince's beautifully illustrated Spanish Mis-
wion Churches of New Mexico (1915). The authority on 
Ithe Pueblo Revolt is Charles W. Hackett, who has 
'published several scholarly papers on the subject. 
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based on manuscript materials, in the Southwester 
Historical Quarterly and Old Santa Fi. An excellec 
regional study is Aniie E. Hughes, Beginning of Spar 
ish Settlement in the El Paso District (1914). A con ten 
porary account of Onate's work by an eyewitness ' 
Gaspar de Villagra, Historia de la Nueva Mexico (1610| 
which IS written in verse. A rare picture of New Me:i 
ico in 1630 is Alonso de Benavides, Memorial, tran-
lated by Mrs. Edward E. Ayer and annotated by Fred 
erick Webb Hodge and Charles F . Lummis (1916 
Documents are contained in Ralph Emerson Twitehe 
The Spanish Archives of Neto Mexico, 2 vols. (1914 
and Herbert E. Bolton, Spanish Exploration in ^i 
Southwest, 1542-1706 (1916), where extensive recent i 
discovered material is presented. , 

PIMERIA ALTA AND BAJA CALIFORNIA. The work ' 
the Jesuits in Pimeria Alta and Baja California 
treated in Huber t Howe Bancroft's North Mexic i 
States, 2 vols. (1883-89), his Arizona and New Mex.' 
(1888), Fr. Zephyrin Engelhardt, The Missions a 
Missionaries of California, vol. i (1908), and Thei 
dore H. Hittell, History of California, vol. i (188^) 
An interesting popular book, of slight historical merit 
however, is Arthur North, The Mother of Californi 
(1908). Excellent eighteenth century accounts ar 
Jose Ortega, Apostdlicos Afanes de la Campania d 
Jesus (1754); Miguel Venegas, Noticia de la Cali 
fornia, 3 vols. (1757); and Francisco Xavier Alegre 
Historia de la Campania de Jesus, 3 vols. (1841) 
The foundational source for Kino's work is his om 
Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta (1919) edited bj 
Herbert E. Bolton. 
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T E X A S . The only general sketch of Spanish Texas is 
contained in Garrison's Texas, A Contest of Civiliza
tions (1903). More detailed, for the ground covered, 
are R. C. Clark, The Beginnings of Texas (1907), Wil-
liim Edward Dunn, Spanish and French Rivalry in the 
iulf Region of the United States, 1678-1702 (1917); 
knd Herbert E. Bolton, Texas in the Middle Eigh-
I cnth Century (1915). Of the four named only the last 
tvo are based on adequate materials. Documents 
aad monographs by Austin, Bolton, Buckley, Clark, 
Tox, Dunn, Marshall, ^Ic(^alch, and others are in the 
'!'exas State Historical Associatio7i Quarterly and the 
. outhwestern Historical Quarterly. The story of the 
* rench border is told by Francis Parkman in his La 
L alle and the Discovery of the Great West (1910), and his 
Ualf Century of Couillrt (1S9^2), and Pierre Heinrich, 
. a Louisiane sous la Campaignie des Indes (1905). 
' 'ontemporary narratives are Alonso de Leon, His-
: ria de Nuevo Leon (edited by Genaro Garcia, in Docu-
nentos InSditos, xxv, 1909), and Fr. Isidro Felix de 
• Ispinosa, Chronica Apostolica y Serdphica de Todos los 

olegios de Propagande Fide (1746). Espinosa was 
'. )ng a missionary on the Rio Grande and in Eastern 
^exas. Documents are contained in Bolton's Spanish 

i^.xploration in the Southwest, and in Esteban L. Por-
I 

lillo, Apuntes para la Historia Antigua de Coahuila y 
Texas (1886). 

ALTA CALIFORNIA. Histories of Alta California are 
numerous. The best general repositories of facts are 
the works of Bancroft, Hittell, and Engelhardt. Ele
mentary sketches are Rockwell D. Hunt, California 
like Golden (1911) and H. K. Norton, The Story of 
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California (1913). The results of recent scholarship 
are presented in Irving B. Richman, California under 
Spain and Mexico (1911), for which the archive mate
rials were gathered mainly by Bolton; Charles Edwar<i 
Chapman, The Founding of Spanish California (1916); 
and Herbert Ingram Priestley, Jose de Gdlvez (1916). 
Zoeth Eldredge, The Beginnings of San Francisc) 
(1912), gives an excellent account of the Anza expedi
tions. Francisco Palou's Noticias de la Nueva ('alifornii 
(1874), and his Junipero Serra (1787, English transla
tion, edited by G. W, James, 1913), are excellent COD-
temporary accounts. Documents are in Elliott Coues 
On the Trail of a Spanish Pioneer, 2 vols. (1900), an I 
in various volumes of the Academy of Pacific Coas; 
History Publications, 

LOUISIANA. The sketches of Louisiana under Spai i 
have been thus far mainly written with attention fixt 
on New Orleans. Useful accounts are in Albert Phelp 
Louisiana (1905), Charles Gayarre, History of Louis • 
ana (1903), vol. iii, Reuben Gold Thwaites, France \' 
America (1905), pp. 281-295; F . A. Ogg, The Openiv\ 
of the Mississippi (1904), pp. 294-459; Barbe-Marboi>, 
History of Louisiana (English translation, 1830); W. K 
Shepherd, The Cession of Louisiana to Spain {Political^ 
Science Quarterly, xix"), 439-458; Herbert E. Bolton, 
Athanase de Mezieres md the Louisiana Texas Frontier^ 
1768-1780, 2 vols. (1914), vol. i. Introduction. Peter 
J. Hamilton, The Colonization of the South (vol. iii of 
G. C. Lee's History of N^orth America, 1904); Colonial 
Mobile (1910) by the same author; Louis Houck, His
tory of Missouri, 3 vols. (1908); Thomas M. Marshall, 
History of the Western Boundary of the Louisiana 
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Purchase, 1803-18^1 (1914). Documentary collections 
are Louis Houck, The Spanish RSgime in Missouri, 2 
vols. (1909); James Alexander Robertson, Louisiana 
^xnder the Rule of Spain, France, and the United States, 
£ vols. (1911); and Bolton's Athanase de Mizieres, 
just cited. 

T H E AXGLO-SPANISH BORDER. The materials for the 
i'lnglo-Spanish border are still scattered and are to be 
found chiefly in the separate histories of the West In-
ies, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and of the 
atercolonial wars. Especially useful are the works of 
ihea and Barcia, already cited, and Sir William 
jaird Clowes (and others) The Royal Navy, 7 vols. 
1897-1903), 





INDEX 

Abrado, Marchioness, bride of 
Ulloa, 240 

.vcoma, Alvarado reaches, 94; 
Castafieda's description of, 
94; Espejo goes to , 168; 
Oiiate captures , 174 

iguayo, Marquis de, Tex£is 
expedition, 227 

.labama, De Soto in, 51, 5 9 -
60 

Jamo (San Antonio) , mission 
s tar ted, 226 

ilaniz, companion of Vaca, SO; 
death. SI 

darc6n cooperates with Coro
nado, 89, 107 

Ubuquerque, 183; textiles 
manufactured at , 185 

Viva, Duke of, on Spanish 
subjection of Louisiana, 
242-43 

Uvarado, Hernando de. mem
ber of Coronado's expedi
tion, 94-95, 96 

Uvarado, Pedro de, conqueror 
of Guatemala , death (1541), 
107 

Amazons, legend of California, 
105, 106 

Amichel, Spanish name for 
Texas coast, 10 

Anian, Strai t of, quest of 
fabled, 108. 117. 174, 208; 
Drake and, 113, 114, 169; 
leads to discovery of Bering 
Strai t , 118, 258 

Anza, Juan Bautis ta . Califor
nia expedition, 269-72; first 

to cross Sierras, 271; leads 
colony to San Francisco, 
272-76 

Apache Indians , Estevanico 
crosses present reservation 
of, 83; and Coronado, 99; 
par t in Pueblo Revolt (1680), 
179; Spanish policy regard
ing, 190; Kino and. 200; 
depredations in Sonora, 201; 
block t r ade with New Mex
ico, 230; M^zi^res's cam
paign of extermination, 252; 
steal horses of Anza's colo
nists. 275 

Appalachee Bay. Narvdez 
reaches, 23 

Appalachen, Ind ian town in 
northern Florida, 21, 22 

Aquixo (Arkansas) cacique 
visits De Soto, 65-66 

Aranda, Count of, on Spanish 
acquisition of Louisiana. 242 

Arbadaos Indians . Vaca 
among, S9-40 

Arellano, Tr is tan de Luna y, 
with Coronado's expedition, 
89, 92, 100, 102; Florida 
expedition, 131-32; replaced 
as leader by Villafafie, 132 

Arikara Indians , fur t raders 
among, 255 

Arizona, set t lement, 188; mis
sions in, 191; Kino's mission
ary enterprise, 192, 193-96. 
198-201; Jesuit missionary 
revival (17S2). 201 ; silver 
discovered, 201-02; origin 

303 
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Arizona—Contin ued 
of name, 201; added t o 
United States , 257 

Arkansas , D e Soto t raverses, 
51 , 65; Moscoso crosses, 
75 

Ascensi6n, Fa ther , accompan
ies \ ' izcaino 's expedition, 
115, 267 

Asinai (Texas) Indians , Massa
net goes to , 216; welcome 
Spaniards, 225 

Aubry, commands French 
a rmy at Xew Orleans, 2.'is. 
239, 244; and Ulloa, 241 ; 
and O'Reilly, 245, 246; sails 
for France, 249; drowned, 
249 

Austin, Moses, Spanish grants 
to , 256, 257 

Avavares Indians , Vaca among 
the , o8-39 

Aviles, Pedro Menendez de, see 
Menendez 

Axacan, mission founded at , 
159 

Ayllon, Lucas Visquez de, 
expedition into Florida, 1^-
13; obta ins p a t e n t to Chi
cora, 15; se t t lement , 16-18; 
death (1526), 18 

Aztecs, conquest by Cortes. 12; 
worth t rouble of conquering, 
190 

Bacallaos River (St. Lawrence), 
150; see also St. Lawrence 
River 

Baez, Brother, Jesuit , compiles 
first g rammar in United 
States , 159 

Bahama Channel , Ponce de 
Le6n discovers, 9 

Balboa, Vasco Xunez de, De 
Soto brother-in law to , 46 

Barrientos, historian of Me
nendez, quoted, 149 

Beaujeu, naval commander 
with La Salle, 209-10 

Bel^n, mission se t t l ement at, 
185 

Beltrdn, Fa the r , FranciscaD, 
accompanies Espejo, 168 

Benavides, Fa ther , account of 
Queres mission, 178 

Bent , Charles, American pio
neer. 187 

Bercerillo, dog belonging to 
Ponce de Leon, 5 

Bering, Vitus, expedition, 258 
Beteta , Gregorio de, Domini

can monk, accompanies 
F ra j ' Luis Cancer, 12:i, 12.' 
120. 127; with Villafafie, l.M: 

Bienville, J. B. le Moyne 
Sieur de, brother of I ber 
ville. Governor of Louisiana 
220. founds Xew Orleans 
2^0; captures Pensacolii 
226; protests transfer c 
Louisiana to Spain, 237 

Biloxi. French fort built a t . 21; 
Bimini, Is land of. Ponce d 

Leon scfks. 6 
Biscayne Bay, Spanish fort on 

154 
Boisblanc, leader in Louisian, 

revolt, 248 
Bolton. H . E., ed.. Kino' 

Ilist or iral Memoir, quoted 
198-99. 203-04 

Boneo, Governor, and St 
Denis, 229, 230 

Boone, Daniel, 256 
Borme. fur t rader , 251 
Boscana, Padre , preserves In

dian song, 289 
Boyano, Sergeant, with Me

nendez, 153, 158 
Brand, arrested after Louisi

ana revolt, 246; released. 
247 

British Eas t India Company, 
115 

Bua, Governor of San Juan 
pueblo. Pope slays, 179 

Bucarely, Viceroy, Anza and, 
272 
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Burr, Aaron, plans filibustering 
raid, 257 

Cabeza de Vaca, Alvar Xuflez, 
see Vaca 

Cabrillo, J u a n Rodriguez, com
mands sea expedition of 
Mendoza, 108-11; death 
(1543), 111 

J'adillac, Governor of Louisi
ana, 220 

Cale, De Soto at, 52. 53 
California, Montalvo'> legend 

of island of, 105; Cortes 
names, 107; Cabrillo's ex
pedition to, 108-12; I rda-
neta reaches. 112-13; Drake 
on coast of. 113; Cermefio 
seeks port on coast of. 114; 
Vizcaino's expedition, 114-
119; Viceroy urges efforts be 
concentrated on, 177; Fran
ciscans in, 206; missions, 
206, 27!)-.S7; added to 
United States, 257; settle
ment , 258 el seq.\ Portol4 s 
expedition, 259-68; Anza's 
expedition, 2()y-72; colony 
led by Anza to San Francisco, 
272-7(1; other set t lements, 
277; Serra's work in, 277-
279, 281; Government policy 
regarding missions, 282-84; 
secularization of missions, 
283-84; colonization, 2S9; 
primitive life in, 290-95; 
bibliography. 301-02 

California, C.ulf of, Ofiate 
explores, 176 

California, Lower, discovered, 
106; Vizcaino commissioned 
to colonize, 114; Jesuits in, 
188, 191, 196, 197, 202-05. 
206; Kino's missionary en
terprise, 192,190; Salvatierra 
in, 196, 197, 202-05; Kino's 
theory of geography of, 197; 
Dominicans in, 206; bibliog
raphy , 300 

Caliquen, De Soto at , 53, 5 4 -
55 

Canada settled by French, 
129 

Cafiaveral, Cape, Ponce de 
Le6n at , 8 

Cancer, Luis, Dominican friar, 
Florida expedition, 121-28. 
189 

Canoes, Town of, Cabrillo a t , 
110 

Cape Fear River, Ayll6n calls 
J o r d a n , 1 7 

Cdrdenas, L6pez de, views 
Grand Canyon. 92. 93 

Caresse. leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 248 

Carlos, cacique in Florida, 8, 
11 

Carlos I I I of Spain, accession, 
2S2; reforms, 233, 234 

Carolina, De Soto in, 51 ; see 
also Xorth Carolina, South 
Carolina 

Caroline, Fort , French settle
ment, 136, 137; menace to 
Xew Spain, 138; Ribau t a t . 
140. 144; Menendez mas
sacres French at, 145; re-
christened For t San Mateo. 
146; French reprisal a t , 
157-58 

Carson, Kit , 187 
Cartagena, sacked by English, 

1C2 
Cartier, Jacques, discovers St. 

Lawrence River, 128, 150 
Castafieda, historian of Coro

nado's expedition, 90, 165; 
describes Grand Canyon, 
92-93 ; on Acoma, 94; de
scription of Texas country, 
99-100 

Castillo, Vaca and. 28, 36, 38. 
39 

Catherine de' Medici, Philip I I 
marries daughter of, 135; 
Philip and, 139; and mas
sacre of Ribaut 's colony, 155 
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Catholics, with Laudonniere's 
colony, 136; in France, 139; 
see also names of orders 

Cavelier, Abb6 Jean, brother of 
La Salle. 211 

Cavendish, burns the Santa 
Ana, 113 

Celis, Rubin de, hacienda of. 
185 

Cermefio, commander of 
Philippine galleon, 114 

Chamuscado. Francisco, leads 
soldiers in Xew Mexico ex
pedition, 166; death, 168 

Charles I I of Spain, death, 
219 

Charles V and Ponce de Leon, 
6, 10; Ayllon obtains patent 
from, 15; De Soto and, 47; 
bans fiction from Indies, 
105; master of Europe, 128 

Charleston founded (1670), 
163, 208 

Charlotte Bay, Spanish fort 
on, 154 

Charlotte Harbor, Ponce de 
Le6n lands near, 11 

Cherokee Indians, De Soto 
among, 59 

Chesapeake Bay, Menendez 
projects settlement on, 154; 
Father Segura founds mis
sion, 159; see also Santa 
Maria, Bay of 

Chickasaw I ndians, De Soto 
among, 63-64 

Chicora, 18; Gordillo lands in, 
13; mythical tales of, 14-
15; Ayllon obtains patent to, 
15; colony taken to, 16-17 

Chicorana, Francisco, Indian 
taken captive by Gordilla, 
13; tells mvths of Chicora, 
14-15; deserts Ayll6n, 17 

Chouteaus. fur traders, 252 
Chozas, Pedro, Franciscan, 

160 
Cibola, Estevanico learns of 

the Seven Cities, 82; Fray 

Marcos seeks, 82-83; origin 
of name, 82 (note); Estevan
ico seized at, 83, 85; Fray 
Marcos tells of, 87-88; Cor
onado seeks, 89, 90; Ribaut 
learns of, 136; further search 
for, 166; see also Seven Cities 

Clamorgan, fur trader, 252, 254 
Clark. G. R.. 253 
Coahuila, French menace, 213; 

Le6n Governor of, 214; 
French plan to conquer, 226 

Coligny, Admiral of France, 
sends out colony under Lau
donniere, 135-36; and mas
sacre of colony. 155; and 
Gourgues' expedition, 156 

Colorado added to United 
States, 257 

Colorado River, Kino explores, 
197 

Columbia River, myth ol 
River of the West leads tc 
discovery of, 118 

Columbus. Diego, Governor of 
Espafiola, 5; sets Indians 
free, 13 

Comanche Indians, block trade 
with Xew Mexico, 230; Vial 
in country of, 254 

*'Company of Explorers of the 
Missouri," 255 

Cook, Captain James, 277 
Coosa, De Soto at, 59-60; 

Arellano wishes to go to, 
132; Menendez at, 150-
151 

Coronado, Francisco VAsques 
de, heads expedition, 80; 
at Culiacan, 81; expedition, 
88-103, 106, 108,165; treach
ery towards Indians, 97 

Cortes, Francisco, nephew of 
Hernando, 106 

Cortes, Hernando, conquest of 
Aztecs, 3, 12; Ponce emu
lates, 10-11; and Narv4ez, 
19; and Amazon legend, 
106, 107 
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(ostans6, companion of Por-
tol4. 263 

Creek Indians , Spanish policy 
regarding, 190; English fur 
t raders among, 218 

Cre>pi, Fa ther Juan , historian 
of Rivera'-) expedition, 261, 
262; quoted, 264-(io 

Crozat. Antoine. has inono[ii'l> 
of Louisiana commprce, 2-̂ :̂  

Culia. Spanish expedition 
from. 3-4; Ponce de Le6n at . 
11; De Soto made Governur 
of. 47 

v.ubero sui'reeils Vargas in 
Xew Mexico. ISl 

'ucurpe, mission ^t-ilion. 1'.''̂  
'ufitachiqui. De Sot^ ;it. 57; 

De Soto enslaves ca^ n :i of, 

""uliacan. founding, 80; Coro
nado at, 81 

>ana, R. H.. cite.l. 279 
)e Soto. Hernando, see Soto 
>el Rey, Felix, prosecuting 

a t tornev in Louisiana trial, 
247 

)escalona, Lufs. lay brother in 
Xew Mexico. 10b I'i 

)iaz. Father , with Anza, :^7't 
Jidz, Melchior, scout with 

Coronado. 'J-i 
Jie;To. Fray , see Tolosa. Diego 

de 
J.,.hires, Mission, 1'.)!*; .^cc also 

Xeu^tr.L Sefiora '!•• lus 
Dolores 

Domingo, Brotiier. Jesuit , 
t ranslates catechism into 
Guale, l.V.» 

Dominicans, accompan\ ' Ayl-
lon's expedition, 16; accom
pany De Soto. 52; in Vera 
Paz, l i S ; in Lower Califor
nia, 206 

Dorantes, Vaca and, 28, 3H; 
selected as leader of expedi
tion, 80 

Doucet , leader in Louisiana 
revolt , 248 

Drake , Sir Francis, menace to 
Spain. l l S - 1 4 ; takes i)osses-
sion of Xew Albion, 162; 
defeats Spanish Armada, 113, 
163; and Strai t of Anian, 
113, 114, 169 

Drake ' s Bay, ruitri l lo dis
covers, 110-11; Cermefio 
wrecked in, 114; Vizcaino 
in, 116 

Dutch , t rading stations in 
West Indies, 212 

Eixarch, friar with California 
colony, 273; remains with 
Yuma Indians, 27;i, i!T4 

El Morro Cliff, names carved 
on, Ui7 

El Paso, Vaca at. 42; Spanish 
sett lement, now Juarez, 179; 
largest city of Xew Mexico 
(17441, 1^3; acequia at , 
185 

El Turco, Indian with Coro
nado. 95-96, 98, 100, 101; 
killed, in^ 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, 
161 62 

England, rivalry with Spain, 
129. 161- '14. *218; coloniza
tion, 1G3, 207; threatens 
* tregon coast, •i-'i't; sends 
Cook to Xurth Pacific, 277 

Escobar, Father , joins Ofiate. 
17.-) 

iUj>iifiola (Hayt i ) , Spanish ex
pedition from, 3-4; Ayllon 
sails from, 16 

Espejo, Antonio de, leads res
cue par ty , 168-69; Ofiate 
follows. 176 

F.-^pinosa, Father , with Texas 
colony, 225 

E-[>iritu Santo, Spanish name 
for Mississippi River. 10 

Estevanico, 45; with Xarvaez's 
expedition, 36, 37; and Vaca, 
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Estevanico—Continued 
36; serves Mendoza, 80; 
accompanies Coronado's ex
pedition, 81, 83; taken pris
oner, 83, 85; and Indians, 
84-85; death, 85-86 

Evans, explorer with Glamor
gan's Company, 255 

Fages, with Portola*s Cali
fornia expedition, 263 

Farf4n, Captain, 176; comedy 
produced by Ofiate's men, 
173 

Ferrelo, Bartolome, pilot with 
Cabrillo, 109, 111 

Ferrer, Bartolome, see Ferrelo 
Florida, 18; Spanish explorers 

in, 3; Ponce de Le6n*s first 
expedition, 7-9; explored 
and charted, 9; Ponce de 
Le6n's second expedition, 
11-12; NarvAez attempts to 
settle, 19-25, 47; De Soto's 
expedition, 47-56; coloni
zation, 120 et seq.\ missions 
in, 160, 191; ceded to United 
States, 164; England receives, 
232; returned to Spain, 253; 
bibliography, 298-99 

Florida Kevs, Ponce names 
" T h e Martyrs ," 8 

Font, with Anza's colony, 
273 

Foucault, arrested by Spanish 
in Louisiana, 246-47 

Fountain of Youth, Ponce de 
Le6n seeks, 6, 8; Laudonni
ere and, 136 

France, threatens Spain's 
American possessions, 128-
129, 207, 213; pirates from, 
129; gaining a foothold in 
America, 134-35; Philip's 
at t i tude toward, 134-35; 
settlement at Fort Caroline, 
136-40; Menendez and 
French colony, 142-50, 155; 
Gourgues' expedition. 155-

158; supremacy in Europe 
208; La Salle's expedition, 
209-12; colonization plan, 
218; war with Spain, 226, 
cedes Louisiana to Spain, 
232 

Franciscans, in Florida, 160: 
with Ofiate, 171; missions 
in New Mexico, 183; in Altr 
California, 206; in Lower 
California, 259; see also 
California, missions 

French in America. iŜ ( 
France 

French West Indian Company 
212 

Fuentes, oblate with Fraj 
Luis Cancer. 125 

Fur trade. King of Spain denie 
rights, 121; French and, 208 
209, 251; English and, 218 
notable traders, 251-52 
Russian, 258 

Gadsden Purchase, 257 
Galeras, Juan, with Coronado 

93 
Galvez, Bernardo de, Governo 

of Louisiana, 249-50; cap 
tures English posts, 253 

Gdlvez, Jos^ de, organize 
California expedition, 259 

Garces, Father, Franciscan 
Anza's guide, 270; accom 
panics California colonists. 
273; remains at Yuma, 27o 
274 

Garcia, Juan, Dominican monk 
with Fray Luis Cancer, 
123 

Gayarr^, Charles, quoted, 236-
237, 241 

Georgia, De Soto in, 51, 56-
58, 59; Jesuit missionaries 
in, 159; missions in, 160, 191 

Gomez, Esteban, Spanish navi
gator, 16 

Gonzalvo, Father, sent to San 
Xavier. 199 
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(lordillo. Francisco, Spanish 
explorer. 13 

(tourmies, Dominique de, 
Florida expedition, 155-58 

(Jrand Canyon, Castafieda's 
description of, !*:^-93 

(Irashofer, Jesuit missionary, 
201 

Gregorio, Fr ; i \ . see Beteta 
'luale (Georgia), Spanish fort 

at, 154; missionaries at . 159 
juatemala , Frav Luis Cancer 

in. 122 
}uzman. Xufio de. offirial of 

Xew Spain, and Vaca, 44; 
expedition of conquest. Si). 
106; t rea tment of Indian^, 
189, 190 

l avana , French menace in, 
213; captured by English, 
232; prosperity under Eng
lish, 232-33 

i awikuh , of the Seven Cities. 
Esto\"anioo at . N-J; I ray 
Marcos discovers, H(!-.s7; 
Coronado at, 90, 91 ; re
named Granada, i'l 

Hawkins, John, English pi
rate , 1.S7-3S 

Hearts, Town <if the. \'a<-a 
names, 43 ; Coronado at, 
89 

Henry, Patrick, purchases 
Spanisli stock. :^50 

Herrera, quoted, 5, (i, 10-11; 
cited, 11'7 

Heyn. Piet, buccaneer. 213 
Hidalgo, Father , FraiK iscan, 

and Texas, 221. 2 ^ H ; letters 
to Fren. h, 2-Jl ^;!; St. Denis 
and, 2-i:> -2t; accompanies 
expedition to Texas. 225 

Hopi Indians, Kspejo visits, 
168 

Horn, Cape, Dutch mariners 
round. 113 

Horses, Bay of, X'arvdez's expe
dition in, 24, 34 

Huguenots , in France, 128, 
139; pirates, 129; Ribau t ' s 
colony a t Port Royal, 135; 
in Laudonniere 's colony, 
136 

Ibar ra , Francisco de, and 
Kingdom of Xew Biscav. 
151 

Iberville, Pierre le Moyne d', 
founds Louisiana colony, 
21S; a t San Carlos. 219; 
builds fort a t Biloxi, 219 

Indians , and Ponce de Le6n, 
8, 11; sold as slaves, 12; 
freed by Diego ( olumbus, 
13; and Xarvaez, 20 -21 ; 
\ aca and, 26 ,'7, 28-33, 35, 
.'16. ;i7, : iS-4t; De Soto and, 
t9, ,"'0. 5:1-^5, .".7-,3S, 60-61 , 
64, G,j-(;(!, 71. 73; as story
tellers, 79-80; and Este
vanico, 84-85; Coronado's 
treachery, 96-97; in Taos, 
U)2; Cabrillo and, 109; Fray 
Luis Cancer and, I'-i'^. 126, 
127; Villafafie and, 134; 
Laudonniere and, 136-37; 
massacre at Tampa Bay, 158; 
Ofiate and, 173-74, 174-75; 
government and lite in Xew 
Mexico. 181-87; t rade with, 
l><5-86; place in Spanish 
scheme of conquest, 189-91; 
French t raders ' influence on, 
227; efforts to win to Span
ish allegiance, 2.J2; see also 
Missions, names of t r ibes 

Inscription Rock, 1(17 
Isabel, Dona, daughter of 

Pedrarias, wife of De Soto, 
46, 48, 49, (il). death, 78 

Jamaica, Spanl-'h expedition 
from, 4 

Jamestown sett led (1607), 163 
Jani--s.irie-^, 184 
Jarri , French adventurer , 214 
Jesuits, Menendez sends out. 
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Jesuits—Continued 
159; abandon Florida, 160; 
persecution in England, 163; 
on Pacific slope, 188 et seq. 

Jimenez discovers Lower Cali
fornia, 106 

Joliet, Louis, descends Mis
sissippi, 208 

Juan, Fray, see Garcfa 
Ju4rez, Spanish settlement. 179 

Kansas, Coronado in. 101; 
soldiers left in, 103 

Keler. Jesuit missionary, 201 
Kino, Eusebio Francisco, Jes

uit missionary, 192 et seq., 
206; explores Arizona, 195-
196; as trailmaker, 199-200; 
death (1711), 200 

La Bahia (Matagorda Bay), 
228; see also Matagorda Bay 

La Clede establishes trading 
post at St. Louis, 237 

La Cruz, Juan de. Franciscan 
missionary in New Mexico, 
103-04 

Lafr6ni^re, leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 248 

La Mathe, fur trader, 251 
La Paz, Vizcaino plants colony 

at (1597), 114 
La P^rouse, cited, 279 
La Salle, Robert Cavelier de, 

a t tempt at colonization. 
209-12; Le6n searches for 
colony of, 214; colony as 
found by Le6n, 215 

Laudonniere, Rene de. Fort 
Caroline colony under. 136-
140; rescued from Menendez, 
145 

La Verendrye, Canadian 
trader, 230 

Las Casas. head of monastery 
of Santiago. 122 

Las Matanzas (The Massacre), 
scene of Menendez's brutal
ity, 147 

Law, John, leads colonists to 
Louisiana, 225 

Le Blanc, fur trader. 251 
Lecuyer, explorer with Gla

morgan's Company, 255 
Legazpi, Miguel L6pez de, 

takes possession of Philip
pine Islands (1565). 112. 
150, 151 

Le6n, Alonso de, expeditions 
against French, 214-16, 
228 

Lewis and Clark expedition, 
255 

Linck, Father. Jesuit explorer. 
261 

Lisa, fur trader, 252 
L6pez, Fray Francisco, witl 

missionary expedition ii 
New Mexico, 166 

Los Adaes (Robeline), missio; 
built, 225; settlement i 
Texas, 228; presidio addec 
228; settlers expelled (1773 
250 

Los Angeles founded, 277 
Louis XIV of France com 

missions Iberville to colon 
ize, 218 

Louisiana, 232 et seq.; De Sot 
traverses, 51; trade witl 
New Mexico, 186; part o 
Texas, 207; plans for found 
ing French colony, 218 
Spain acquires, 234-35 
settlements (1762), 235 
trade with English, 249-50; 
Indian policy in, 251; popu
lation (1800), 256; pur
chased by United States, 
256; bibliography, 302-03 

Lowery. Woodbury. Florida, 
quoted. 143, 149, 157-58; 
Spanish Settlements, quoted, 
5, 10, 12. 16, 125, 190; 
cited. 127 

Luis, Fray, see Cancer 
Luna y Arellano, Tristdn de. 

see Arellano 
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Luther, Martin, defies Charles 
V. 128 

Macanoche. sister of chief of 
Pacaha, 67 

McGillivray, Alexander, In
dian agent, 255 

lilackay, explorer with Gla
morgan's Company, 255 

MacNutt. F. A., ed., De Orhe 
Novo, quoted, 14-15 

Magdalena, interpreter for 
Fray Luis Cancer, 124 

laldonado, lieutenant of De 
Soto, 62. 78 

' Malhado" Island (Galveston 
Island), Vaca castaway on, 
25, 26 

.lallet brothers, Canadian 
traders, 230 

tiandan Indians, trading posts 
among, 255 

klange. Lieutenant Juan, with 
Kino's expeditions, 195 

^lanila, trade route to Spain 
from, 113; captured by Eng
lish, 232; see also Philippine 
Islands 

Marcos, Fray, see Niza 
Mares, Jos6, finds direct trail 

from San Antonio to Santa 
Fe, 254 

Margil. Father, heads mission
ary expedition to Texas, 
225 

Marquette, Jacques, Jesuit, 
descends Mississippi. 208 

Marquis, leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 248 

Martinez, Father, Franciscan 
leader with Ofiate, 171 

Martinez. Father, Jesuit, 
Florida mission, 153 

Martyr, Peter, tales of Caro
lina, 14 

"Martyrs , The," Ponce de 
Le6n's name for Florida 
Keys, 8 

Massanet, Damian, Franciscan 

friar with Le6n*s expedition, 
214-17, 228 

Matagorda Bay, La Salle lands 
on, 209; French expeditions 
to, 227 

Mavilla (Mobile), De Soto at, 
60; see also Mobile 

Melgosa, Captain, with Coro
nado's expedition, 93 

Memorial of the Planters, 246, 
248 

Menchero, Father, description 
of Xew Mexico (1744), 182 

Mendocino, Cape, Vizcaino 
reaches. 116 

Mendoza, Antonio de, first 
Viceroy of New Spain, 80; 
and Coronado, 80, 88, 103. 
107; Florida project, 120-21; 
quoted, 190 

Menendez de Aviles, Pedro, 
advises Philip I I . 135; 
French learn of expedition, 
138; expedition against 
French in Florida. 140-49; 
further explorations and 
settlements, 150-55; honors 
conferred by King, 154; 
leaves America (1572), 160; 
death (1574), 161 

Meras, with Menendez's ex
pedition, 148 

Mexican War, 257 
Mexico, City of. Fray Lufs 

Cancer goes to, 123 
Mexico, missions in, 191; trade 

with French, 222-23 
M6zieres. Athanase de, Indian 

agent, 252. 254 
Milhet. Jean, leader in Louisi

ana revolt, 248 
Milhet, Joseph, leader in 

Louisiana revolt, 248 
Missions, work of Franciscans 

in Florida. Georgia, and 
South Carolina, 160; de
scription of Queres mission, 
178; in Xew Mexico, 183; 
for Janissaries, 184-85; in 
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Missions—Continued 
Spanish scheme of conquest, 
188-91; in Lower California, 
203-06; Kino's work in 
Arizona, 192-202; for Texas, 
215-17; Hidalgo's efforts for, 
221-25; in California, 279-
287; secularization of, 282-
285; architecture, 286 

Mississippi, De Soto in, 51, 
63-64 

Mississippi River, Peneda 
names Espiritu Santo, 10; 
De Soto reaches, 65; De 
Soto's burial, 73-74; Joliet 
and Marquette on, 208; 
navigation closed, i,55-56 

Mixton War, 107 
Mobile, De Soto at, 60; GMvez 

conquers, 253 
Mobile Bay. French settlement 

moved to, 219 
Mochila, sister of chief of Pa

caha, 67 
Mojave Indians, trade, 186 
Alontalvo, Esplandidn, 107; 

quoted, 105 
Monterev, Count of. Viceroy, 

114 ' 
Monterey Bay, Vizcaino dis

covers. 115 
Montezuma, Isabel Tolosa 

Cortes, wife of Ofiate, 170 
Moqui Indians, garments, 83; 

trade, 186 
Moranget, nephew and com

panion of La Salle, 211 
Morgan, Colonel George, 

founds Xew Madrid (1790), 
256 

Moscoso, Luis de, chosen suc
cessor to De Soto, 72; as 
leader, 74-78, 108; reaches 
City of Mexico, 120 

Nacogdoches, settlement in 
Texas, 228 

Napoleon and Louisiana, 256 
Narvdez, Panfilo de, fame as 

soldier, 19; leads colonists 
to Florida, 19-25; death, 25 

Neustra Sefiora de los Dolores 
mission, 193-94 

Nevada added to United 
States. 257 

New Albion. Drake takei 
possession of, 162 

New Biscay, Ibarra in, 151, 
152 

New Galicia, Vaca in, 43, 44; 
Coronado in, 81 

Xew Leon, French menace in 
213 

Xew Madrid founded, 256 
Xew Mexico, Spanish explorer: 

in, 3, 165 et seq.; origin o 
name, 165; a burden to Spaii 
176, 177; as missionary 
field, 177-78; Indians con 
quer, 179-80; Spanish re 
conquer, 180-81; become 
province of Mexico (1821 
181, 187; government. 181 
t rade with, 185-86, 187 
population, 187; missions in 
191; French plan conques 
of, 226; colonizing expedi 
tion from, 227; French trad 
ers in, 231; added to Unite* 
States, 257; bibliography 
299-300 

X êw Orleans, founded, 220: 
ceded to Spain, 235; as
sembly sends memorial to 
France, 237 

New Spain, communication 
with Louisiana opened, 253 

Xiza, Marcos de, Franciscan 
with Coronado's expedition, 
80-83, 86-87, 89, 90, 91 

Nolan, Philip, in Texas, 256 
North Carolina, Pardo's ex

pedition, 153; see also 
Carolina 

North Dakota, Spanish flag 
carried to, 255 

Novan, leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 248 
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(klahoma, D e Soto in, 51, 68 
' Olivares, Father , begins San 

Antonio mission. 226 
(>maha Indians, t rading posts 

among. 255 
f Ofiate, Juan de, expedition to 

New Mexico. 170-77 
Ordinance of l.'.7:i. 166 
I're^on, Russian menace in, 

258 
O'Reilly, Alejandro, sent by 

Spain to Louisiana, 243; life, 
243-44; action in Louisiana. 
244-49; "Bloody O'Reil ly," 
249 

)rista mission founded. 159 
)rtiz, Juan , with Xarvaez. 

50; found by De Soto, 50 -51 ; 
interpreter for De Soto. 64; 
death . 69 

)ur Lady of Sorrows, mission 
founded hy Kino, 194-95 

)viedo, historian, 14; quoted, 
IS 

Dviedo, Lope de, castaway 
with Vaca, 26, 30, 31, 34 -
35 

Pacaha, De Soto seek-; for, 63; 
De Soto at , 67 

Paden, W. d., reconnaissance 
of Anza's route, 271 
(note) 

Padilla, F ray Juan de. with 
Corona<io's expedition, 94; 
remains in Xew Mexico, 
103-04 

Palma, Yuma chief, 269, 274 
Palou, Father , and Serra, 281 
Pardo, Juan , with Menendez's 

expedition. 152-53, 158 
Pareja, Father , Franciscan. 

work on Indian languages, 
160 

Paver, Jesuit missionary, 201 
Pecos Indians and Alvarado, 

95 
Pedrarias, De Soto marries 

daughter of, 46 

Peneda, Gulf explorer, 10 
Pensacola, Villafafie at , 133; 

conflict over. 226; restored 
to Spain. 227; GAlvez cap
tures, 2,Kt 

Peral ta , Pedro de, succeeds 
Ofiate, 177 

Pet i t , leader in Louisiana re
volt, 248 

Philip I I of Spain, equips 
expedition to Far East , 112; 
personal characteristics, 128; 
and colonization of Florida, 
1.(4; declaration, 135; mar
riage, 135; and Menendez, 
154, 155; intrigue in France, 
161; and Queen Elizabeth, 
162-63; and conquest of 
Xew Mexico. 169 

Philip V of Spain, and French, 
219 

Philippine Islands, Villalobos 
takes possession of, 108. 112; 
Legazpi takes possession of. 
112, 150, 151; restored to 
Spain, 2;i2; see also Manila 

Picolo. Fa ther , Jesuit with 
Salvatierra in Lower Cali
fornia, 196, 2i);l; quoted, 
203-04 

Pike. Zebulon, captured by 
Spaniards, 186 

Pima Indians, Kino among, 
195, 190; uprising (1751). 

Pimeria Alta. location, 193; 
Kino in, 193; bibliographv, 
300 

Pi >us Fund of California, 202, 
205 

Pirates. 129 
Pisero-^, fur t rader. 251 
Pizarro, De Soto with. 46 
Point Conception, Cabrillo 

reache-^, 110 
Ponce de Leon. Juan, in Porto 

Rico, 5, 7; explorations in 
Florida, 5-1 i ; goes to Spain, 
9; let ter to Charles \ \ 10; 
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Ponce de Le6n—Continued 
death. 12-13; discovers Ba
hama Channel, 130 

Pop6. Tewa medicine man, in
cites Pueblo Revolt (1680), 
179 

Port Royal (S. C.) (Santa 
Elena). Spanish colony, 130; 
Ribaut 's French colony, 135, 
138; see also Santa Elena 

Porto Rico, Spanish expedition 
from, 3-4; Ponce de Le6n in, 
6, 7; grave of Ponce de Le6n 
in. 11-12 

PortolA, Gaspar de. Governor 
of Lower California. 259; ex
pedition to Alta California, 
259-67 

Portugal, union with Spain, 
115 

Poupet. leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 248 

Puaray. missionaries slain at, 
168 

Pueblo Indians, present day 
artists and. 102 (note); un
disturbed after Ct)ronado, 
165; missionary efforts 
among, 177-79; Revolt 
(1680), 179; traders and. 
230 

Puerto de Luna (New Mexico\ 
Coronado at, 98 

Quebec, fall of. 232 
Queres missions, 178 
Quevene Indians, Vaca meets, 

35-36 
Quexos, slave hunter with 

Gordillo. 13; pilot for Ayl-
16n, 15 

Quivira, Coronado seeks, 95, 
98, 100; Coronado reaches, 
101; Ofiate at, 174 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, a t tempt at 
colonization, 162 

Ram6n, Captain Domingo, 
and St. Denis, 224; com

mands Texas expedition, 224 
228 

Reformation, the, 128 
Revolutionary War, 253 
Ribaut, Jacques, son of Jean, 

138; rescues French, 145 
Ribaut, Jean, leads Huguenot 

colony to Port Royal, 13;t; 
replaces Laudonniere at For' 
Caroline, 138, 140; anu 
Mendndez, 142-43. 144, 155; 
killed, 148 

Rio Grande, Vaca reaches, 40 
Rivera, < aptain, commands 

California expedition, 260 
2(>6 

Roberval, French explorer, 15i 
Robidoux, fur traders. 252 
Rodriguez, Fray A^'ustin, lead 

expedition to Xew Mexico 
2(i(t 

Rogel, Father, Jesuit in Flor 
ida, 153; founds mission a 
Orista, l"*;*; returns to Ha 
vana, 159 

Ruidiaz, La Florida, quoted 
146 

Russians, threaten Oregoi 
coast, 255; Bering's expedi 
tion, 25S; establish trading 
posts, 258 

Sabinal, mission settlement at 
185 

Sabine River, boundary of 
Texas, 22ii (note) 

St. Augustine, settlement. 144 
154; French plan attack of, 
144; mortality among colo
nists, 152; San Antonio garri
son withdraws to, 15S; de
struction by Drake, l(i2-(!;{ 

St. Augustine River, Menen
dez discovers, 142 

St. Denis, Louis Juchereau de. 
French explorer, 223; and 
Hidalgo, 223-24; marriage, 
224; Texas expedition. 224-
225; plans for conquering 
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St. Denis—Continued 
Spanish lands . 226; " c o m 
mander of t he River of 
Canes , " 226; meets Aguayo, 
228 

St. John ' s River (Florida), 
Ponce de Le6n at , 7; French 
set t lement , 136; Menendez 
a t . 144; Gourgues lands 
near, 156 

St. Joseph (Michigan) . Spanish 
flag a t . 253 

. ' t .Lawrence River, discovered, 
128 

it. Louis, settled, 237; English 
expedition against (1780), 
253; Vial explores to , 254 

't. Lucie River, Spanish fort 
on, 154 

't. Maxent , fur t rader . 251 
"alvatierra, Fa ther , Jesuit , 

206; accompanies Kino, 195, 
196; work in Lower Califor
nia. 196-97, 202-05; called 
t o Mexico, 205 

San Antonio (Florida), Fa ther 
Rogel a t , 154; garrison with
draws from, 158 

San Antonio (Texas), mission 
founded, 22t»; Aguayo 
s t rengthens , 228; communi
cation opened with Santa 
Fe . 253-54 

.'^.m.4n/oHio (ship). 260,263,267 
San Buenaventura , Cabrillo 

lands a t , 110 
San Carlos, post erected on 

Pensacola Bay (1698). 218; 
Iberville at. 2 i9 

San Carlos (California), mis
sion founded (1770), 267; 
Serra a t , 279 

San Carlos (ship), 260, 262, 263 
San Clemente Island, Cabrillo 

discovers, 110 
San Diego, Bay of, Cabrillo 

discovers, 109 
San Diego, Vizcaino names, 

115 

San Diego de Alcald, mission* 
263, 279 

San Francisco, mission founded 
in Texas. 216 

San Francisco (California), col
ony. 273; founded (1776). 
276 

San Francisco. New Kingdom 
of, 87 

San Francisco Bay, discovered, 
266; occupation of, 268 

San Gabriel mission, 199 
San Jos6 (California) founded, 

276 
•San Jose (ship). 260 
San Juan (Xew Mexico). 

Ofiate a t , 173 
San Juan , For t , Boyano at , 

153 
San Juan Capistrano mission, 

287-89 
San Luis Rey mission, 285 
San Mar t in , Fa ther , a t Mission 

San (;abriel, 199 
San Mateo , For t . For t Caro

line, rechristened. 146; death 
of colonists a t , 152; Me
nendez establishes perma
nent set t lement a t , 154; 
French reprisal a t , 156-57 

San Miguel Bay, Vizcaino 
gives name of San Diego, 115 

San Miguel de Gualdape, 
set t lement , 17 

San Miguel Island, Cabrillo 
lands on, 110, 111 

San Pelayo, Menendez's ship, 
141 

San Quentin, Cabrillo takes 
possession of, 109 

San Xavier del Bac Kino 
builds mission, 198, 199 

S4nchez, Manuela, St. Denis 
marries, 224 

Sanlucar. De Soto sails from, 
48 

Santa A na, Manila galleon 
burned by Cavendish. 113, 
114 
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Santa Barbara (California), 
founded (1786), 279 (note); 
Franciscans at, 286 

Santa Barbara (Mexico), post 
established, 165 

Santa Catalina Island, Cabrillo 
discovers, 110 

Santa Cruz, Cortes names 
Lower California, 106 

Santa Cruz de la Caflada (Xew 
Mexico), 179, 183 

Santa Cruz de Xanipacna 
(Alabama), Arellano sends 
colonists to, 131-32 

Santa Elena (Port Royal), 
Arellano at tempts coloni
zation. 130-32; Villafafie at
tempts settlement, 133; 
Menendez at, \5iK 151, 154; 
see also Port Royal 

Santa Fe, IS:?; founded, 177 
Spanish settlement, 179 
military governors at, 181 
Pike's impression of, 186-87 
communication with San 
Antonio opened, 253-54 

Santa Fe Trail, Vial's route 
approximates, 254 

Santa Maria, Bay of (Chesa
peake Bay). Menendez plans 
to fortify, 150; see also 
Chesapeake Bay 

Santa Maria. Fray Juan de, 
with expedition to Xew 
Mexico. 1(16; killed, H;7 

Santa Monica, Bay of, Cabrillo 
discovers, 110 

Santo Domingo. Indian slaves 
taken to, 13; Ayll6n returns 
to, 18; Vaca goes to, 44; 
sacking of, 162 

Saturiba. Indian chief in 
Florida. 156 

Savannah settled (1733), 163 
Sebastian, Indian guide, 270 
Sedelmayr, Jesuit missionary, 

201 
Sedefio, Father, Jesuit mission

ary in Georgia, 159 

Segura, Juan Bautista de, 
Jesuit missionary, 159 

Serra, Junipero, Franciscan 
friar, expedition to Cali
fornia, 259; appreciation of, 
277-81 

Seven Cities, stories influence 
Spanish explorers, 79; callei 
Cibola. 82; see also Cibola 

Seven Years' \Var, 163, 231 
Silva, Juan de, Franciscan ii 

Florida. 160 
Sinaloa, Guzman's conquest of 

80; Jesuits in, 191 
Skinner, C. L., Adventurers (. 

Oregon, cited, 277 (note) 
Slave trade, among the Spani

ards, 4; Indians seized, l i 
43 

Soto, Hernando <le, crosse 
Mississippi River, 10; 6nd 
Greek's dagger, 24 (note) 
Governor of Florida, 44; an* 
Vaca, 44; expedition, 46 * 
seq., 98, 103, 153; death, 73 
methods work ill, 189 

South Carolina, explored b\ 
Pardo, 153; missionary effort 
in, 159; missions in, 160, 191 
fee also Carolina 

Spain, in 16th century, 1-2 
explorers seek Xew AVorld, 
2-4; reasons for failure to 
settle Atlantic mainland, 
133-34; defeat t.f Armada, 
163; and France. 226; trade, 
2.'iO; and Americans, 255-
256 

Stei^'er, Jesuit m i s s i o n a r y , 
201 

Talon brothers, accompany St. 
Denis, 223 

Tampa Bay, Narvdez lands at, 
20; De Soto at, 49; Domini
can monks reach, 124; Me
nendez establishes posts, 151, 
154; Indian massacre at, 
158 



INDEX 319 

Tios, Coronado sends explor
ing par ty to , 102; annual fair 
at, 185 * 

Tegesta. Brother Villareal at , 
154 

Tennessee, De Soto in. 51, 59 
Teran, Domingo, expedition to 

Texas. 216-17 
Texas, De Soto's expedition in 

51 , 75-77; missions in, 191 
exploration-^ in, 207 et seq. 
French descend upon, 226 
se t t lements (17.',;), 22S 
boundary, 22 ; annexed to 
United States , 257; bibli-
o^'raphy. 301 

'eyas Indians , Coronado 
among, 100 
iu-odoro, Greek with Xar
vaez's expedition, 60 

'home, mission set t lement a t , 
185 

'olosa, Die^'o de, Dominican 
monk, accompanies Fray 
Luis Cancer, 123 

Tonty, La Salle's l ieutenant, 
210, 211, 215. ^16 

Treaties, Philip l l ' s t rea ty 
with France (1559), 135 

Trudeau, explorer with Gla
morgan 's Company. 255 

Furco, El, see El Turco 
Tusayan, Coronado sends ex

pedition to, I'l 

Ulloa, Francisco de. Cortes 
sends expedition under, 1"7 

n i o a , Juan Antonio de, first 
Spanish Governor of Louisi
ana, 2:{7-41 

United States, buys Louisiana, 
25G; later additions to, 257 

Unzaga, Luis de. Governor of 
Louisian.t. "2 19 

Urdaneta , Amlre^ de, LeL'azpi 
send-, from Philippine.-, 112-
113 

Urrutia , Jn-r , deserts to In
dians, 217 

Utah added to United States, 
257 

Vaca, Alvar Xufiez Cabeza de, 
with Xarvaez, 20. 21. 25; 
quoted, 23. 24. 26-27, 30, 
."12 .'>3, 34; cas tawav on 
" M a l h a d o ' * Island, 25. 26 
et seq.; as Medicine Man, 29 -
30, 31, 39, 41-4^; becomes a 
t rader , 31 -33 ; journey to 
Mexico, 35-44, 120; ^oes to 
Spain, 44, 80; later life, 45; 
Narrative, 166 

Vallejo, Father , a t t ends St. 
Denis 's funeral, 229 

Vancouver, (ieorge, cited, 279 
Vargas. Diego de, expedition 

against Xew Mexico. 180 
Velarde, Father , describes 

death of Kino, 201 
Velasco, Capta in Lul•^ de, com

panion of Ofiate, 175; ward
robe of, 171-72 

Vela-^co. Mexican Viceroy, 
equips c\i>c<iition for Far 
Eas t , 112; and Vizcaino, 114; 
sends out Florida colony, 
130, 131 

Vera Cruz. French menace, 213 
Vial, Pedro, explorations, 254 
Villafafie, Angel de, replaces 

Arellano as leader, 132-33, 
134 

Villalobos. Lopez de. expedi
tion to the Philippines, 108, 
112 

Villareal, Brother. Jesuit in 
FU.rida, 153 

N'illcre, leader in Louisiana 
revolt, 24*; 

\ i l le re , Madame, inventory of 
furniture of, "i'Mi 

Virginia, Spanish a t t empt to 
colonize, 151 

Vizcaino, Sebastian, colonizes 
Lower California, 114; ex
plorations in California, 115-
119. 170. 176, '263 

file:///illere
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West, River of the, legend of, 
118 

White, plants colony in 
Guiana. 162 

W^hite Rock, People of the, at 
Acoma, 174 

Wichita Indians, Coronado 
reaches, 101 

Wilkinson, James, plans fili
bustering raid. 257 

Winship, G. P., The Coronado 
Expedition, quoted, 93 

Ybarbo, Gil, fur trader, 251 
Yucatan, exploration of, 9 
Yuma Indians, Dfaz meets, 92 

trade, 186; Anza among, 
270; members of California 
colony remain with, 273-74 

Zaldivar, Juan de, slain at 
Acoma, 174 

Zufii, Espejo goes to, 168 
Zufli Indians, hostility to 

Spaniards, 90 



AN OUTLINE OF THE PLAN OF 
I HE CHRONICLES OF AMERICA 

Ps^^*9 

Te fifty tides of the Series fall into eight topical sequences or groups, 
ti:h with a dominant theme of its own— 

I. The Morning of America 

T I M E : 1492-1763 

I " • " ^ H E theme of the first sequence is the struggle of nations for the 
I possession of the New World. The mariners of four European king. 

•*• doms—Spain, Portugal, France, and England—are intent upon the 
i scovcry of a new route to Asia. Thev come upon the American continent 

I lich blocks the way. Spain plants colonies in the south, lured by gold. 

I -ancc, in pursuit of the fur trade, plants colonies in the north. Englishmen, 
I search of homes and of a wider freedom, occupy the Atlantic seaboard. 

1 icsc Englishmen come in time to need the land into which the French 

t .ve penetrated by way of the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes, and a 

ighty struggle between the two nations takes pi.we in the wilderness, 
•:ding in the cxpuls;'-n of the French. This sequence comprises ten volumes 

1. THE RED MAN'S cot^TiNENT, by EUsworth HuntinpoTi 

2. THE SPANISH cONQi'ERORS, iry Irving Bn-Ji'iC FJchman 

3 . ELIZABETHAN SEA-DOGS, by fVllliam fP'coJ 

4. CRUSADERS OF NEW FRANCE, by Jf''5''iam Bennett Munro 

5 PIONEERS OF THE OLD SOUTH, by A/j^v Johnston 

6. THE FATHERS OF NEW ENGLAND, hy ChorUs M. AndreWi 

7 DLTCH AND ENGUSH ON THE HUDSON, by Maud H'llJtr G:-.JU.'in 

8. THE QUAKER COLONIES, by SyJncy G. Ftjher 

9. COLONIAL FOLKWAYS, by Charlts M. Andrews 

10. THE CONQUEST OF NEW FRANCE, by George M. li'rung 



II. The Winning of Independence 
T I M E : 1763-1815 

The French peril has passed, and the great territory between the AiS 

ghanics and the Mississippi is now open to the Englishmen on the seaboari 

with no enemy to contest their right of way except the Indian. But t c 

question arises whether these Englishmen in the New World shall subrr • 

to political dictation from the King and Parliament of England. To deci. e 

this question the War of the Revolution is fought; the Union is bon; 

and the second war with England follows. Seven volumes: 

11. THE EVE OF THE REVOLUTION, by Carl Beckrr 

12. WASHINGTON AND nfs COMRADES IN ARMS, by George A/. IVrong 

13. THE FATHERS OF THE CONSTITUTION, by A/jv Farrand 

14. WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES, by }l<i:ry JoneS ForJ 

15. JEFFERSON AND HIS COLLEAGUES, by .Hxii JrJi>!son 

16. JOHN MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION, by EJu.'JrJ S. CorUtU 

17. THE FIGHT FOR A FREE SEA, by Ralph D. Paine 

I I I . The Vision of the U^est 

T I M E : 1750-1 890 

The theme of the third sequence is the American frontier—the conque 

of the continent from the Alleghanies to the Pacific Ocean. The story cove 

nearly a century and a half, from the first crossing of the Alleghanies t 

the backwoodsmen of Pcnns\lvania, Virginia, and the Carolinas (aboi 

1750) to the heyday of the cowboy on the Great Plains in the latter pa 

of the nineteenth ccntur\. This is the marvelous tale of the greatest mlgr: 

tions in history, told m nine volumes as follows: 

18. PIONEERS OF THE OLD SOUTHWEST, hy Conitancc LinJsjy Skinner\ 

19. THE OLD NORTHWEST, by FrcJni^- .hilli'l Ogg 

20 . THE REIGN OF ANDREW JACKSON. b\ Fu-Jcrsc AuStW Ogg 

2 1 . THE PATHS OF INLAND COMMERCE, by .irchcT B. Hulbert 

22. ADVENTURERS OF OREGON, by Constance Lindsay Skinner 

23. THE SPANISH BORDERLANDS, b\ Herbert E. Bolton 

24. TEXAS AND THE MEXICAN WAR, by Nathaniel IF, Stephenson 

25. THE roRTV-NiNERS, by Stewart Edward fVhite 

1 6 . THE PASSING OF THE FRONTIER, by EmcrsOn HoUgk 



IV. The Storm of Secession 

T I M E : 1830-1876 

e curtain rises on the gathering storm of secession. The theme of the 
-th sequence is the preservation of the Union, which carries with it the 

^termination of slavery. Six volumes as follows: 

27. THE conoN KINGDOM, by H^Hliam E. Dodd 

28. THE ANTI-SLAVERY CRUSADE, by Jesse Macy 

29. ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND THE UNION, by Nathaniel W, Stephenson 

30. THE DAY OF THE CONFEDERACY, by Nathaniel IV Stephenson 

31. CAPTAINS or THE CIVIL WAR, by William Wood 

I 32. THE SEQUEL OF APPOMATTOX, by Walter Lynwood Fleming 

V. The Intellectual Life 

1 TO volumes follow on the higher national life, telling of the nation's great 

> ichers and interpreters: 

22- THE AMERICAN SPIRIT IN EDUCATION, by Edwin E. SloSSOn 

34. THE AMERICAN SPIRIT IN LITERATURE, by BlisS Perry 

VI. The Epic of Commerce and Industry 

le sixth sequence is devoted to the romance of industry and business, 
d the dominant theme is the transformation caused by the inflow of 
imigrants and the development and utilization of mechanics on a great 
ale. The long age of muscular power has passed, and the era of mechanical 

f^wer has brought with it a new kind of civilization. Eight volumes: 

35. OUR FOREIGNERS, by Samuel P. Orth 

36. THE OLD MERCHANT MARINE, by Ralph D. Paine 

37. THE AGE OF INVENTION, by Holland Thomj>son 

38. THE RAILROAD BUILDERS, by John Moody 

39. THE ACE OF BIG BUSINESS, by Burton J. Hendrick 

40. THE ARMIES OF LABOR, by Samuel P. Orth 

41. THE MASTERS OF CAPITAL, by John Moody 

42. THE NEW SOUTH, by Holland Thcmpsoa 



VII. rht Era of World Power 

The seventh sequence carries on the story of government And diplomacy 
and political expansion from the Reconstruction (1876) to the present daĵ  
in six volumes: 

43. THE BOSS AND THE MACHINE, by Samucl P. Orth 
44. THE CLEVELAND ERA, by Henry Jones Ford 

4 5 . THE AGRARIAN CRUSADE, by Solon J. Buck 

46. THE PATH OF EMPIRE, by Carl RujSell Ftsh 

4 7 . THEODORE ROOSEVELT AND HIS TIMES, by HoTo/d Howland 

48. wooDROW WILSON AND THE WORLD WAR, by Chorles Seymour 

VIII. Our Neighbors 

Now to round out the story of the continent, the Hispanic peoples r 
the south and the Canadians on the north are taken up where they w T 
dropped further back in the Scries, and these peoples are followed do i 
to the present day: 

49. THE CANADIAN DOMINION, by OsCOT D. Skelton 

50. THE HISPANIC NATIONS OF THE NEW viOKLO, by William R. Shtph : 

The Chronicles of Jmerica is thus a great synthesis, giving a new projc 
tion and a new interpretation of American History. These narratives a : 
works of real scholarship, for every one is written after an exhaust , 
examination of the sources. Many of them contain new facts; some of tht 
—such as those by Howland, Seymour, and Hough—are founded on in • 
mate personal knowledge. But the originality of the Scries hes, not chic ' 
in new facts, but rather in new ideas and new combinations of old facts. 

The General Editor of the Scries is Dr. Allen Johnson, Chairman of tV« 
Department of History of Yale University, and the entire work has betT 
planned, prepared, and published under the control of the Coundi t 
Committee on Publications of Yale University. 
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