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Governor visits 
ICASALS for 
research briefing 
Water research on the Texas High 
Plains was the major topic of 
discussion when !CASALS hosted 
Texas Governor William P. Clements 
during his September 30 visit to the 
Texas Tech University campus. 

The governor's office had previously 
contacted Dr. Idris R. Traylor, Jr., 
deputy director of I CASALS, and 
inquired about holding a meeting to 
discuss water research projects at 
Texas Tech. 

President Lauro F. Cavazos, Vice 
President for Research and Graduate 
Studies J . Knox Jones, and 
representatives from the various 
colleges of the university attended the 
meeting which was arranged by 
!CASALS and featured two 
presentations. 

Dr. Samuel E. Curl, dean of the 
College of Agricultural Sciences, 
briefed the governor on crop 
production projections for the plains 
area over the next few decades. He 
also told of research being conducted 
by the college that could aid 
agricultural production levels in the 
near future. 

Dr. Robert M. Sweazy, director of 
Texas Tech's Water Resources Center 
spoke about the diminishing Ogallala 
Aquifer which supplies most of the 
region's water and emphasized the 
importance of research to find feasible 
solutions and alternatives in order to 
maintain present levels of agricultural 
production. 

"Research will not save our aquifer," 
he said, "but it can slow the rate of 
decline and give us precious time we 
need until we can enact a permanent 
solution. If something is not done, it is 
projected by 2020 we will have only 50 

!
"'ercent of the irrigated agriculture we 

ve now, and agriculture is a vital 
nk in our economic base." 

(continued on page 3) 

Problems, suggestions named at 
women in development conf ere nee 
A total of nearly 150 persons were in 
attendance at the various sessions 
comprising the Title XII conference, 
Developing Nations: Challenges 
Involving Women, which was 
sponsored by Texas A&M University 
and Texas Tech University through 
!CASALS and held at Texas Tech 
November 10-11. 

; 

The conference focused o~ 
involvement of w.o~en in iJ;~ · • ~l 
development proJeCts on l&'fi/j'(!om 

International Center for Research on 
Women in Washington, D.C. In her 
overview of women in development 
issues, Youssef emphasized the need 
for "policy planning based on 
integration of women into all parts of 
the development process." 

Too often women are considered as a 
welfare problem, she said, when they 
should be viewed as productive 

- .economic beings. One reason for this 
lack of consideration is the fact that 

planning to implementation. Speakers -agri~ultural statistics may omit unpaid 
from several states identified exi~tant workers, a group predominately 
problems facing women in relaftrfp .to:·: J 1 composed of women. 
develo~ment acti~ities as well as Another problem deserving of 
s~gge~tmg remedies fofi!?ff-~~ .• ,, . attention fs the method of determining 
situations. L d~ ~· r:.: ::: "'] r "· ~ c'.the,,~jultu~lil economic role of women" 
Funding for the conference was __ ., · "'iritlfe society, Youssef said. 

provided by a strengthening. grant "We must no longer fall into the trap 
from th~ Board for lnternat10nal Food of taking western indicators and 
and Agncultural Development of the applying them to rural and urban 
u .. s. Department of State under t~e third-world women to determine their 
Title XII program of the International 
Development and Food Assistance Act 
of 1975. !CASALS serves as primary 
administrator of Texas Tech's grant. 

Dr. C. Len Ainsworth, interim vice 
president for academic affairs at Texas 
Tech, began the conference by 
welcoming the participants to the 
university. 

The opening session, Challenge: 
Expanding Opportunities, started with 
a talk by Dr. Nadia Youssef from the 

DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERTS: Or. Calvin H. 
Raullerson. assistant 
administrator of the Bureau 
for Private and 
Development Cooperation 
at the Agency for 
International Development 
in Washington. O.C., visited 
with conference organizer 
Or. Barbara Stoecker 
during a break between 
sessions. Raullerson is 
also a former executive 
director of !CASALS, and 
Stoecker is a professor of 
food and nutrition at Texas 
Tech. 

status," she explained. 

An additional issue, according to 
Youssef, is the resistance both in 
policy makers' and development 
workers' minds in separating women 
from their households. Women must 
be viewed as individuals, and 
distinctions between rural and urban 
females must be recognized. 

In conclusion, "the women in 
development movement cannot be 

(continued o_n page ~ 



Sand dune research project 
passes hurricane's test 
When Hurricane Allen hit the Texas 
coast in early August 1980, a Texas 
Tech University research project 
involving man-made sand dunes from 
grass plantings was put to the final 
test-and passed with flying colors. 

The sand dunes, starting from an 
essentially flat beach on Padre Island 
when grass planting began in 1968, 
now stand at 23 feet above sea level. 
The project reduced the required time 
for rebuilding a sand dune by more 
than 30 years. 

The violent winds and waves generated 
by Hurricane Carla in 1961 destroyed 
the longest stretches of foredunes, the 
first row of dunes on a beach, on north 
Padre Island. Dr. Bill E. Dahl, 
professor of range and wildlife 
management and former head of the 
project, explained that "the dunes act 
as a dam, preventing water from going 
inland and doing more damage." 

Coastal residents requested 
government aid to provide the same 
sort of protection afforded by the 
original dunes, which would have 
taken decades to rebuild. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers contracted 
with Dahl and his co-investigators to 
conduct research and develop 
specifications for restoring the coastal 
sand dunes through the use of 
vegetation. 

Dahl and student assistants did 
experimental plantings with two 
grasses native to the Texas coast, sea 
oats (uniola paniculata) and bitter 
panicum (panicum amarum). Both 
grasses thrived and proved successful 
in dune formation . 

"The grass is planted on the sandy 
beach," explained Dahl. "Loose sand, 
carried by on-shore winds, 
accumulates over the plant and builds 
up. The leaves of the grass continue 
growing upward, sprouting out of the 
sand, thus trapping and accumulating 
more sand. Those dunes are now at 23 
feet above sea level." 

"It took five or six years for the 
principal dunes with plantings to 
coalesce with crests 18 or 19 feet high. 
It would take this process 40 to 60 
years unaided by man," Dahl said. 

He worked on the planting project 
from 1968 until the contract's 
termination in 1976. Since then he and 
other investigators have been waiting 
for a hurricane severe enough in force 
to test the man-made sand dunes for 
durability. 

Hurricane Allen was the first major 
hurricane to hit the south Texas coast 
since the research began. Investigators 
who studied the beach later found that 
all the north Padre Island dunes, 
originating from plantings on the 
beach, had survived the storm with 
minimal damage. 

"We were concerned about whether 
those man-made dunes could 
withstand a major hurricane," Dahl 
said, "because the width of their base 
was only about80 feet, compared to 
more than 120 feet for most residual 
natural dunes." 

As a result of the August hurricane, 
researchers have now been able to 
conclude that significant coast 
protection can be restored with 
minimal cost in six to seven years. 

NIGER PROJECT ENDS-Dr. William E. Hall, right, seed 

production specialist and chief of party for the recently completed 
Niger Cereals Project, vis ited ICASALS December 15-18 to 
present a report on the project. Meeting with Hall were Project 

Coordinator Dr. Grover E. Murray, shown above. and Ors. Harold 

E. Dregne. director of ICASALS. Associate Dean William F. 
Bennett and Dean Samuel E. Curl of the College of Agr icultural 
Sciences. Hall had been in Niger since the beginning of the 

project in 1976 until November 1980. The Agency for 

International Development (AID) funded the project through the 
Consortium for International Development (CID). 
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Chinese scientists 
observe local 
agriculture 
Two teams of agricultural scientists 
from the People's Republic of China 
visited Texas Tech University in 
October as part of their month-long 
tour of American universities. 

The first group, a 15-member 
agricultural education team, arrived on 
the campus October 8 where they met 
with Dr. Samuel E. Curl, dean of 
agricultural sciences, and Associate 
Deans Ors. William F. Bennett, J . 
Wayland Bennett, and Robert C. 
Albin. 

As the team was not only interested in 
agricultural education and research 
but agricultural operations in the 
United States as well, the Lubbock 
County Agricultural Field Laboratory, 
the Post-Montgomery Ranch in 
nearby Garza County, the Plains 
Cooperative Oil Mill, and the 
Lubbock Feedlot were included in 
their itinerary. 

Dr. Jack Mccroskey, chairman of the 
Department of Animal Science, and 
Dr. Bill E. Dahl of the range and 
wildlife management faculty served as 
tour hosts. 

The second team spent October 12-19 
in the Lubbock area observing the 
regional research programs of the 
Department of Range and Wildlife 
Management, an area farm, and many 
of the places visited by the first group. 

A presentation hosted by !CASALS 
provided the visitors with information 
on the university's activities related to 
arid lands development. Taking part in 
the presentation were !CASALS' 
director and deputy director, Ors. 
Harold E. Dregne and Idris R. 
Traylor, Jr. 

The Chinese scientists also met with 
representatives from the Departments 
of Food and Nutrition, Range and 
Wildlife Management and Animal 
Science, the College of Agricultural 
Sciences, and the Water Resources 
Center. 

Heading the second delegation was Dr. 
Yang Xiandong, vice minister of 
agriculture and president of the 
Chinese Agricultural Association. 

His counterpart for the preceeding 
team was Xing Yi, director of the 
Bureau of Education in the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 



Governor hears 
water briefing 
·ontinued from page 1) 

The Ogallala Aquifer, a vast 
underground formation of water
saturated sands, supplies virtually all 
the region's water and is the mainstay 
of an extensive agricultural economy. 
Irrigated agriculture uses about 95 
percent of the water withdrawn 
annually from the aquifer, which has 
no significant source of recharge. 

Prolonging the life of the aquifer and 
the productivity of farmlands on the 
semi-arid High Plains is the aim of 
research at Texas Tech. Twenty 
departments, representing four 
colleges, the School of Law, Health 
Sciences Center, !CASALS, and the 
Water Resources Center have 
participated in studies ranging from 
improvements in irrigation efficiencies 
and manipulation of plant genetics. 

Wastewater reuse, runoff control, 
aritifical recharge of the aquifer, 
evaporation suppression, growth 
regulation and crop and market 
restructuring are other areas being 
examined to extend the life of the 
Ogallala, Sweazy said. 

"Every drop of wastewater from the 
City of Lubbock is reused, either by 
Texas Tech, industry or a farmer," he 
added. 

The treatment effluent is used for 
irrigation and for process and cooling 
water at local electric generating 
facilities . Still a third application is 
made of the irrigation water which, 
once it percolates down to the aquifer 
and is pumped out again, is used to fill 
four recreational lakes within the city. 

A method of immediate value to the 
farmer is runoff control, Sweazy said . 
By incorporating land-leveling, 
terracing, playa lake modification and 
furrow diking into his operation, the 
farmer can realize substantial water 
savings. 

"If we could capture all .the water that 
falls on agricultural land," he 
explained, "we could decrease 
irrigation dramatically." 

Growth regulation, which involves the 
91ely application of herbicides to 
9liuce stem and leaf growth and 
increase fruit or grain production, also 
is being studied to make plants more 
water efficient, according to Sweazy. 

TEXAS GOVERNOR-Gov 
and Mrs. Wil liam P. 
Clements heard 
presentations on water 
research at Texas Tech 
University during their 
September 30 visit to the 
campus. Their visit and 
program was hosted by 
ICASALS. and among the 
various representatives 
from Texas Tech's 
colleges attending the 
briefing was President Dr. 
Lauro F. Cavazos, shown 
above on the right. 

Crop and market restructuring 
research examines possible higher
value, alternate crops which can be 
grown on less land and use less water. 

Energy research also plays a vital role 
in the area's water problem, he said. 
"Most areas use water to produce 
energy, but out here we use energy to 
produce water. Now the escalating 
price of energy creates real problems 
for the irrigation farmer and ones that 
are relatively unique to Texas and 
some other areas that use 
groundwater. The cost of energy is 
escalating and putting many irrigation 
farmers out of business or at least 
making their operations marginal." 

Applications of solar and biomass as 
potential energy sources for the farmer 
are being considered by Texas Tech 
researchers. 

"These short-term solutions, none of 
which standing alone would have a 
great impact on our water situation, 
do collectively make a difference," 
Sweazy said. 

For example, he said if just half an 
inch of water a year could be saved on 
the region's six million acres of 
irrigated land, it would save farmers at 
least $12.5 million. 

"That's quite a savings and the kind 
that are being realized as a result of 
the research that is being conducted . 
Because of that I can confidently say 
that for every dollar the state invests in 
water research, it can expect that 
dollar to be returned to it many times 
over in accrued benefits to the state," 
he said. 

Although many benefits have already 
resulted from research, Sweazy said it 
is not the long-term answer to the 
water problem on the High Plains. Of 
the three long-range possibilities
weather modification, desalinization 
and water importation- only 
importation is technologically feasible 

3 

now. However, energy and 
construction costs present serious 
obstacles. 

"Through short-term approaches it is 
not inconceivable that we can reduce 
the demand for water by 25 or 30 
percent," he added . "That reduction in 
demand may make importation much 
more feasible than it is today." 

The need to maintain and possibly 
increase world food production levels 
may take priority to importation, 
though, as according to Sweazy, 
"today's economy may not dictate 
what may happen on importation 
tomorrow and really should not." 

Hill, Dregne 
speak at 
conference 
Cocoyoc, Mexico was the setting for a 
conference on "Development of 
Natural Resources in Semi-Arid 
Regions" at which papers were 
presented by two Texas Tech 
University professors October 6-8. 

Dr. Lewis E. Hill of the Department of 
Economics spoke about "Energy 
Perspectives for Arid Regions" during 
a session dealing with the constraints 
on economic development facing arid 
regions around the world. His paper 
contained a survey of the energy 
situation and crisis in arid lands. 

Accompanying Hill was Dr. Harold E. 
Dregne, Horn Professor of soil 
sciences and director of I CASALS, 
who delivered a presentation on soils 
of semi-arid regions. 



Participants lend views on international development 
(continued from page l) 

carved out from Washington or the 
United Nations alone. It has to be 
internalized by women and has to be 
worked at on university levels," 
Youssef said. 

"There already is a very great effort to 
convince third world countries to 
adopt policies more sensitive to 
women," she added, but this effort 
must continue. 

Dr. C. Len Ainsworth 

Dr. Gerald Matlock, director of 
International Agricultural Programs at 
the University of Arizona and Dr. 
Kathleen Staudt, professor of political 
science at the University of Texas at El 
Paso (UTEP), took part in a panel 
discussion on participation through 
Title XII, the Consortium for 
International Development, and AID. 

Matlock explained the CID 
organization, funding and contracts. 
With respect to women in 
development, he said that at the last 
CID board of trustees meeting, a 
resolution was made to make more 
knowledge available to women 
expressing interest in development 
work. 

Staudt gave recommendations on 
specific courses of action, as well as 
providing names of helpful documents 
and seminars to those interested in 
planning development projects. 

The following session, entitled 
Challenge: Resource Development, 
featured Dr. Gerald Thomas, New 
Mexico State University president, 
who addressed current and future 
issues in development programs. 

"It is apparent that many attempts to 
increase food production are actually 

contributing to environmental 
degradation," according to Thomas. 
"The dual challenge, therefore, from 
an ecological perspective is to produce 
food and yet conserve the basic 
resources." 

Using the Sahelian-Sudanian Zones as 
an example, he said, "It appears more 
likely that the activities of the highly 
developed countries, with their large 
appetites for fossil fuels and other 
resources, along with their 
sophisticated technologies, pose more 
of a potential threat to the world's 
environment than the poor peoples in 
the under-developed world who 
unknowingly are spreading the 
progress of the deserts." 

Thomas named four man-made causes 
of desertification in that area: , 
cultivation of marginal and sub
marginal lands, overgrazing 
of livestock, overharvesting of brush 
and tree species for wood, and 
irresponsible and haphazard burning 
of the vegetation. 

He recommends a holistic approach as 
a solution to this complex problem, 
which would include government 
programs, education and research, 
family nutrition, effective development 
assistance, and proper use of 
resources. 

However, in order to make any 
permanent progress, Thomas added, 
there must be cooperation and 
commitment of local people and 
institutions. 

Dr. Nadia Youssef 
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Several workshops were held from 
which participants chose two they 
desired to attend. Workshop topics 
included: appropriate technology; 
nutrition and health; income
generating projects; agriculture, 
forestry, conservation and women; 
livestock and range management; and 
land tenure and cooperatives. 

Following the workshops Staudt 
returned to deliver a presentation titled 
"AID Promise and Performance". 

A banquet and film presentation 
"Women in a Changing World" with 
commentary by Texas Tech Ors. 
Delores Mack, counseling 
psychologist, and Philip Dennis, 
medical anthropology, completed the 
day's activities. 

Dr. Gerald Thomas 

November 11 began with the session, 
Challenge: Culturally-Sensitive 
Programs, and a talk by Dr. Brooke 
Schoepf. An anthropologist at the 
Tuskegee Institute in Alabama, Schoepf 
spoke on the dynamics of social and 
cultural change. 

Dr. Marietta Morrissey, of the 
Department of Sociology at Texas 
Tech, hosted a panel discussion on 
women's roles and culturally sensitive 
programs which featured women from 
various countries. 

Dr. Bertha Perez, who is with the 
Teacher Corps at UTEP, described her 
work in rural primary education in 
Nicaragua. She said that although 80 
percent of that country's primary 
educators are women, "as far as 
women are concerned, the illiteracy 

(continued on page 5) 



Conference 
features 
·panel speakers 
(continued from page 4) 

rate is quite considerable- in rural 
areas it is about 67 percent." 

Perez also expressed a need for 
reproduction and family planning 
educational programs as part of an 
overall effort to relieve Nicaragua's 
poverty. 

Street vendors who live in cardboard 
or straw huts and salvage garbage are 
common in Colombia, according to 
Dr. Maria-Luisa Urdaneta. A 
professor of applied anthropology at 
the University of Texas at San 
Antonio, she used this situation to 
stress the importance of visiting the 
selected country prior to 
implementation of a development 
project. 

"The first thing I would suggest is to 
go and 'case the joint' and don't dare 
design a project before going to see 
what the situation of women in that 
country is," she said. 

A dual purpose can be achieved from 
the visit, the first being "to see if the 
goals will achieve what we want." 
Secondly it is "extremely important 
that we get the view of the native." By 
asking the local residents to identify 
problems and offer suggestions, 
Urdaneta said, "we can really begin to 
get a handle on the problems and 
solutions." 

Kebadire Khola Mogotsi, a graduate 
student of plant and soil science at 
Texas Tech, told of her homeland , 
Botswana, where "women were mainly 
educated to be nurses or primary 
teachers," but now are moving up in 
society and have more opportunities 
open to them. 

Panel Discussion: 
(left to right) Ene
choo Tan, Dr. Maria
Luisa Urdaneta, Dr. 
Bertha Perez, Adila 
Attaye, Anna Ndefru, 
and Kebadire Khola 
Mogotsi. 

However, in rural settings, "women are 
supposed to take care of the harvesting 
and storage of crops, family education, 
and control of the money," while men 
are responsible for the plowing and 
sowing of the crops. She added that a 
great deal of family decision making is 
left to women, because many husbands 
go to neighboring South Africa in 
search of employment. 

Adila Attaye, also a Texas Tech 
graduate student, is from Egypt, a 
country which she says has great 
distinctions between rural and urban 
societies. Rural women still wear 
traditional robes, and, although 
education is provided by the 
government, very few receive any 
formal education. 

The land use planning student painted 
a quite different picture of urban 
women, many of whom attend college 
and hold high positions in business 
and government. 

Another Texas Tech graduate student, 
Ene-choo Tan of Malaysia, said the 
role of a woman in her country 
depends on her race, social class, and 
whether she is from a rural or urban 
area. Since men do not as a rule 
involve themselves in domestic issues, 
"the woman is the decision maker in 
family matters." 
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Tan explained that Malaysia is in a 
state of transition; women born after 
the late 1950s when Malaysia was 
formed, will have much different roles 
than their mothers and grandmothers. 
She called women the "backbone of 
the economy of the country," but 
added that she "is not aware of any 
program set up by the government to 
serve the needs of women." 

Also participating on the panel were 
Anna Ndefru of Cameroon, a student 
of social welfare at Texas Tech and 
Dr. Nadia Youssef. 

Views of women in international 
development was the subject of a 
presentation by Kate Cloud, director 
of the Women and Food Information 
Network. The Harvard doctoral 
student of administration planning 
social policy analysis said surplus 
energy and time of modern women is 
causing women to turn around and 
look to see where they stand in society. 

These surpluses are the result of an 
interaction of three factors : lower 
fertility rates, increased life spans, and 
release from some household tasks due 
to technical developments. 

All these have led to "an attempt of 
women to understand their own 
experiences, family, nation and world 
from where they stand," Cloud said. 

Cloud named three "strands" which 
are woven together on the 
international scene and are relative to 
development: women as individuals; 
women as members of a family and 
community with rights and duties; and 
the economic relationships among the 
family, community, national, and 
international levels. 

"In all cultures an overwhelming 
number of women have dual roles, 
family and economic," she explained, 
"and they face a trade-off between 
productive and reproductive roles." 

(continued on page 6) 



Title XII 
conference 
(continued from page 5) 

Presently American universities 
possess major technical capabilities in 
agricultural development and are being 
called on by third world countries for 
assistance. Cloud said these activities 
cannot emphasize one or the other role 
of women. "We must be sensitive to 
both roles and the interplay between 
them," she explained. 

The 1980-81 international chairperson 
for rural sociology and community 
development under Title XII related 
some of her experiences in working in 
Africa and Asia. Marilyn Hoskins 
from the Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University also told about 
the effects of development activities on 
women. 

"Women usually don't get to choose 
what they would participate in and/ or 
what benefits they would like to 
obtain," she said. 

The practicalities of participation were 
discussed by three individuals who also 
have field experience. Dr. Delores 
Mack, a counseling psychologist at 
Texas Tech, worked in Nigeria where 
she encountered several social 
obstacles. She explained how she went 
about getting native male subordinates 
to cooperate with her, as they were 
accustomed to their society's low 
status of women, and reacted 
accordingly. 

Helen Clements, an archival assistant 
in Texas Tech's Southwest Collection, 
took her family with her when she 
went to Mexico to participate on a 
project. Health problems were among 
the many her children had to deal 
with, she said. 

Fred Dooley, a counseling assistant at 
Texas Tech, suggested that potential 
development workers learn about local 
diseases before arriving. He spent time 
in the Republic of Benin, where in 
addition to his own activities he 
observed the effects such work had on 
marriages and families. 

The conference was then drawn to a 
close following a presentation by Dr. 
Nancy Granovsky from the Texas 
Agricultural Extension Service of the 
12 recommendations outlined by the 
conference organizers. 

Desertification lecture 
given by Dregne in Italy 
The desertification process was the 
subject of an introductory talk given 
by Dr. Harold E. Dregne, director of 
!CASALS, at the physics of 
desertification workshop of the 
"Autumn Course on Physics of Flow 

Marilyn Hoskins 

King named 
interim director 
Dr. Joseph E. King, associate 
professor of history at Texas Tech 
University, has been named interim 
director of research for the History of 
Engineering Program while Dr. 
Robert W. Seidel, permanent director 
of research, is serving as assistant 
research historian at the University of 
California, Berkeley during his one
year leave of absence. 

The appointment was announced by 
Ors. Joseph E. Minor, director of the 
History of Engineering Program, and 
Alwyn Barr, Chairperson of the 
Department of History. 

King's background is in U.S. economic 
and business history and in the history 
of mining activities in the Southwest. 
As for the future, he foresees 
opportunities for the promotion of 
externally supported research projects 
in mining and in the general area of 
preservation as related to historical 
engineering and scientific sites. 

6 

in the Oceans, Atmosphere and 
Deserts" in Trieste, Italy, November 
10-13. 

The International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste 
organized the integrated course 
comprised of four workshops and 
various topical meetings on the physics 
of flow in the oceans, atmosphere and 
deserts with application to 
desertification, the phenomenon of 
waterlogging and salinity, and 
Mediterranean circulation. The entire 
course was conducted from September 
30 to November 28. 

The program was jointly sponsored by 
the Regional Government of Friuli
Venezia Giulia and the International 
Union of Geodesy and Geophysics and 
was prepared by representatives from 
the United Kingdom, Sudan and Italy 
in consultation with the Advisory 
Committee for Geophysics and 
Environmental Physics of the ICTP. 
Several international organizations 
financed the course . . 

The first half of the program featured 
lecture courses which reviewed in 
depth recent research advances in 
various fields and were given by 
international experts. 

Dregne said the remainder of the 
course consisted of "small group 
meetings on the technical aspects of 
sand stabilization and the physics of 
sand movement." 

In Nairobi, Kenya, Dregne attended a 
consultants' meeting which "intended 
to provide plans for the direction of 
the desertification branch of the 
United Nations Environmental 
Program and to assess the progress 
that had been made in combatting 
desertification throughout the world." 
That meeting was held November 
24-28. 

He later visited Rome, Italy where he 
took part in a meeting held by the 
Food and Agricultural Organization of 
the United Nations on desertification 
and mapping held December 10-12. 
Dregne explained that the purpose was 
"to develop a methodology that can be 
used worldwide and to assess the 
magnitude of present problems and the 
potential for restoration of 
productivity of natural resources." 



Northington 
presented 
teaching a ward 

International visitors meet 
with ICASALS representatives 

Dr. David K. Northington, of the 
Department of Biological Sciences, 
became the 15th annual recipient of 
the Texas Tech University Dads 
Association's Spencer A. Wells 
Faculty Award for teaching excellence 
when he was presented the award and 
a $1,000 check at a September 27 
luncheon. 

Dr. Larry S. Roberts, chairman of the 
Department of Biological Sciences, 
nominated Northington for the award 
which is made possible by a grant from 
the Hemphill-Wells Foundation. 

Criteria for selection include addition 
to the university's teaching program 
and that the effects of the nominee's 
contribution would evidence itself in 
the strengthening, enhancing, 
extending and vitalizing in any of the 
areas in which the university 
demonstrates its interest in the 
student's growth academically or 
personally. 

His memberships in professional 
organizations include the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Science's Committee on Desert and 
Arid Zones Research, Southwestern 
and Rocky Mountain Division and 
the Botanical Society of America. He 
also serves as co-editor for the Arid 
Lands Plant Resources Newsletter 
published by !CASALS. 

Texas Tech University's international 
developmental programs were the 
topic of discussion when three Middle 
East visitors met with faculty members 
November 12. 

Sheik Mohamed El-Rajhi of Saudi 
Arabia, Maan R. Al-Ubaidi of Iraq, 
and Mansour P. Tadros of Jordan met 
with r~presentatives from the College 
of Agricultural Sciences the 
Departments of Plant a~d Soil 
Sciences and Agricultural Sciences 
and !CASALS, through whom their 
visit was arranged. 

Al-Ubaidi and Tadros came to the 
United States on behalf of MRA 
Int~rn~tional'. a development company 
which 1s considering a project to be 
conducted on land owned by El-Rajhi. 

Michael Verstraete, a climatologist 
from the World Meteorological 
Organization seeking information on 
the use of climatological data in 
combatting desertification met with 
Texas Tech University faculty 
members during his visit to the campus 
September 22-23 .. 

Verstraete, on detail to the 
Desertification Unit of the United 
Nations Environment Program in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Dr. Harold E. 
Dregne, director of !CASALS 
discussed desertification studie's 
underway at Texas Tech and Dregne's 
involvement in such programs. 

In addition, he consulted with Drs. 
Donald R. Haragan and Richard E. 

I 
DINGUS AW · - ~ . , _ 
l(se d f ARD-The 1980 Dingus Scholarship of $250 and a plaque was presented by Mrs. William G. Dingus 
andc~~ . roi:n right) to AnnDee Johnson. a graduate student and teaching assistant in the Department of Germanic 
U . avic anguages. The annual award, which is administered by ICASALS, is given to a student at Texas Tech 
·ntniversity who has demonstrated scholastic ability and who has made contributions in the general area of 
1 ernat1onal relations thro h · 1 • • • • • • • right)· 

0 1 
• ug 1nvo vement 1n organizations and achv1t1es. Observing the presentation are (left to 

Lan ~a r~ dris A. Traylor, Jr., deputy director of ICASALS; Dr. Theodor Alexander, professor of Germanic and Slavic 
g 9 s, and Dr. Ulrich Goebel, chairman of the Department of Germanic and Slavic Languages. 
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Peterson from the Department of 
Atmospheric Sciences as part of his 
efforts to gather data to be used in his 
work in Kenya. 

Ground water 
conference 
The Department of Geology at the 
University of Wyoming and Woodward
Clyde Consultants of San Francisco 
California have issued a call for pap~rs 
for the Tenth Annual Rocky 
Mountain Ground Water Conference 
to be held in Laramie, Wyoming, 
April 30-May 2. 

Sessions scheduled for the conference 
include: U.S.G.S. Madison aquifer 
program studies, ground water 
recharge in arid and semi-arid lands 
and general sessions covering all typ~s 
of ground water papers. 

Two $100 awards will be given for the 
best student papers by Woodward
Clyde. Commercial, agency, and 
academic exhibits and poster sessions 
are encouraged, and booths and 
display space for recruiting, 
advertising, and exhibits will be 
provided at a nominal charge. Space 
for academic poster sessions will be 
free of charge. 

Conference organizers request those 
interested in presenting papers to send 
titles by February I and abst_racts by 
February 15 to the individual session 
chairmen. Madison aquifer studies, 
academic and industry papers should 
be sent to Carle Fricke, Woodward
Clyde Consultants, 3 Embarcado 
Center, Suite 700, San Francisco, 
California 941 11. Lee Dutcher 
U.S.G.S.-W.R.D. , Box 25046.'Stop 
418, Denver, Colorado 80225 is in 
charge of U.S.G.S. papers for the 
Madison aquifer studies. 

Recharge in arid and semi-arid lands is 
headed by Susan Keith, Water 
Resources Research Center, Douglas 
Building #28, University of Arizona, 
Tucson, Arizona 85721. All other 
papers will be handled by Peter 
Huntoon, Department of Geology, 
University of Wyoming, Box 3006, 
Laramie, Wyoming 82071 . 

Additional inquiries should be sent to 
Peter Huntoon at the above address. 



AALS meeting scheduled for April Desertification 
bibliography Preparations are underway for the 

1981 Association for Arid Lands 
Studies (AALS) annual meeting in San 
Diego, California, April 23-25 being 
held in conjunction with the Western 
Social Science Association's yearly 
gathering. 

Dr. William M. Holmes of the 
Department of Geography at North 
Texas State University is program 
chairman for the association's fourth 
annual meeting as well as president
elect of AALS. He has already 
received many papers submitted by 
members for presentation in April and 
is organizing them into sessions. 

AALS president Dr. James 
McCullough of the University of 
Arizona will head a panel discussion 
on development strategies in West 
Africa. Holmes said other Africanists 
on the program include Barbara 
Chasin of Montclair State College, 
John O'Sullivan of Tuskegee Institute, 
Daniel Boamah-Waife of the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, and 
M. 0 . Awogbade and S. Mua'so of the 
Ahamadu Bello University in Zaria, 
Nigeria. 

"In addition to the West African 
sessions, other topics which seem to be 
rounding into shape deal with water 
supply, law, conservation and 
reclamation, land-use, urban 
settlement, economic impact and a 
number of papers emphasizing 
physical aspects of arid lands," he 
added. 

Holmes named other scholars who 
have agreed to participate on the 
program, including from Texas Tech 
University: Dr. Idris R. Traylor of 
!CASALS; Dr. Otis Templer, 
chairperson of the Department of 
Geography; Stephen Sayles, visiting 
assistant professor of history; and 
David Magar, a graduate student in 
the arid lands studies program. 

I CASALS· 
information 
exchange 
The following institutions have sent 
publications to !CASALS as part of 
the international information exchange 
program for the Texas Tech University 
Library: Institute for Des~rt Research, 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, 
Israel; Transvaal Museum, Pretoria, 
Republic of South Africa; Facultad de 
Cincias Agrarias, Instituto de Suelos y 
Riego, Republica of Argentina; 
Lanzhou Institute of Desert Research, 
Academia Sinica, People's Republic of 
China; The Academy of Sciences of 
Turkmen SSR, Ashkhabad, USSR: 
and Academia Nacional de la Historia, 
Palacio de las Academias, Caracas, 
Venezuela. 

•. 

"Desertification: World Bibliography 
Update 1976-1980'', an annotated 
compilation of the International 
Geographical Union's Working Group 
on Desertification In and Around Arid 
Lands has been published by the Office 
of Arid Lands Studies at the University 
of Arizona. 

The publication, compiled and edited by 
Patricia Paylore and J. A. Mabbutt, is 
iln update of an earlier bibliography 
prepared for the 23rd International 

··Geographical Congress in 1976. That 
edition contained some 1700 citations, 
including classic papers from earlier 
years. 

The new release includes over 400 
entries, all arranged regionally according 
to the Group's collaborators who 
furnished many of the references 
pertaining to their respective 
geographical specialities. 

The United Nations 1977 Conference on 
Desertification in Nairobi served as the 
catalyst for the information explosion on 
the subject that followed the conference, 
according to the two editors. 

They added that this new compilation 
covering only the last few years reflects 
this increased interest in a subject that 
has surfaced in quantum degree since 
1976. 

To obtain a copy of the publication, 
contact the Office of Arid Lands Studies, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 
85721. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
The ICASALS Newsletter is a quarterly 
publication of the International Center for 
Arid and Semi-Arid Land Studies at 
Texas Tech University, P.O. Box 4620, 
Lubbock, Texas, U.S.A. 79409. Phone 
AC 806: 742-2218. 
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