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Arid lands master's degree 
still only one in world · 
Nearly four years have passed since the 
first students were admitted to the 
unique arid lands graduate studies 
option of the interdisciplinary studies 
program at Texas Tech University in 
the fall of 1977. During that time 
international interest in the world's dry 
regions has grown and more scientific 
data has been developed regarding arid 
environments, but the master's degree 
plan at Texas Tech remains the only 
one of its kind at any college or 
university. 

The arid lands degree option offers 
either a master of arts or master of 
science through studies in a variety of 
disciplines focusing on the particular 
problems and cultures of the arid and 
semi-arid regions of the world. 

Approximately 630 million people live 
in these areas which account for 34 
percent of the earth's surface. Only 
two schools, including Texas Tech, 
offer post-graduate degrees in arid 
lands studies; a doctoral degree is 
available at the University of Arizona. 

Graduates of the option are expected 
to be in demand in three broadly 
defined career areas: land use planning 
in arid regions, environmental quality 
impact studies, teaching and 
consulting on the inter-relations 
among components of arid and semi
arid environments. 

The option also provides graduates 
with knowledge to administer arid 
lands programs and of segments of 
government agencies that deal with 
environmental impact, and as 
diplomats and overseas representatives 
of public and private organizations. 

The Shell Companies Foundation has 
encouraged arid lands studies at the 
university since 1976 by granting 
$5,000 annually for scholarships. 

~CASALS is the administrative and 
~oordinating unit for Texas Tech for 
teaching, research projects, special 
programs, short courses, symposia, 
publications and other activities that 

relate to arid and semi-arid lands and 
man in dry environments. 

The arid lands degree plan was 
developed by an !CASALS Arid 
Lands Curriculum Committee chaired 
by Dr. Idris R. Traylor, Jr. , deputy 
director of I CASALS, which in turn 
coordinates the arid lands option of 
the interdisciplinary degree program 
for the university's Graduate School. 
Traylor also serves as the official 
graduate advisor for the option. 

The curriculum contains nine hours of 
core courses that offer definition and 
description of the world's arid lands 
and cultures and suggests the problems 
and potentials presented by factors of 
aridity and semi-aridity. 

In addition, 27 hours of more 
specialized courses are required to 
provide special fields in the science or 
engineering of arid lands or social 
sciences. Six of those hours will 
c9Pstiw~.qlisis '\¥~Cflwthe stu.de~t 
may e~rc1se _the opt1~n:· substituting 
a lion-l'fiests•~rogram!l.i ¥ 
Overall, there are 28 courses with a 
specific fB~ la~d~,.qrientation from 18 
departments w1thm the Colleges of 
Arts and Sciences, Business 
¥.1.1rinistf~tiofJ, .A,gric_uJ~l Sciences, 
&'igm*rmg:ahd""Edtl~afion. Many 
other courses have segments devoted 
to arid regions or present principles 
that are applicable in arid zone applied 
research and administration. 

Dr. Otis W. Templer, chairman of the 
Department of Geography and 
director of Environmental Studies, 
teaches a seminar in the "Geography 
of Arid Lands", one of the three core 
courses. In it Templer presents a 
systematic and regional review and 
analysis of the physical nature and 
problems of human utilization of the 
arid and semi-arid lands of the earth. 

"Natural Environment of Arid Lands" 
focuses on renewable and non
renewable natural resources of arid 

(continued on page 6) 

Hopi symposium 
features artwork, 
scholarly papers 
The chairman of the Hopi Tribal 
Council was the keynote speaker of 
"The Hopi Year: A Tricentennial 
Symposium" held March 26-27 at The 
Museum of Texas Tech University. 

Abbott Sekaquaptewa from the Hopi 
reservation in Arizona addressed more 
than 100 persons at the opening 
reception of the symposium which 
commemorated the 300th anniversary 
of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680 in which 
the Hopi and other Pueblo tribes 
regained control of their lands from 
the Spanish. 

The !CASALS co-sponsored second 
annual symposium presented an 
interdisciplinary investigation into 
historical and contemporary issues 
relating to the Hopi tribal culture. The 
land, people, religion and arts of the 
Hopi were explored in several forms, 
including exhibitions of significant 
artworks and presentations of 
scholarly papers by both Indians and 
non-Indians. 

Sekaquaptewa told of Hopi traditions 
and rituals which are organized 
around the seasons of the year. He 
said the different tribes have high 
priests who are proud of their rituals, 
and no one else is allowed to perform 
them. 

(continued on page 4) 

HOPI-CHAIRMAN-Abbott Sekaquaptewa was the 
opening speaker at the symposium on the Hopi 
Indians. 



Jordanian minister observes 
local land management 
Environmental management was the 
focal point of a Unite_d States visit by 
Hassan Al-Moamani, minister of 
municipal, rural and environmental 
affairs for the Kingdom of Jordan, and 
West Texas was one of the three areas 
chosen to be included in his tour 
during the month of Februrary. 

The February 12-15 stay in the 
Lubbock vicinity, which followed visits 
to Flagstaff and Tucson, Arizona, was 
arranged by !CASALS at the request 
of the Agency for International 
Development. Discussions with 
scholars, city and county officials and 
other hosts ranged from rural and city 
government organization to the topics 
of water quality, conservation and 
reuse, oil production, research on 
desertification and its treatments, 
historic preservation and city planning. 

The minister was traveling with 
Sadallah Sadallah, director general for 
environment, Ministry of Municipal, 
Rural and Environmental Affairs. 
Sadallah received an undergraduate 
degree in architecture and planning 
from Texas Tech, so the trip provided 
him an opportunity to renew 
acquaintances with former professors 
as well as visit with his son who is an 
architecture student at the university. 

Moamani's visit to Lubbock included 
talks with city officials, and these 
conversations emphasized water 
quality and management, particularly 
the reuse of municipal waste water. In 
Lubbock, this is delivered to a large 
farm where it is purchased by a private 

landowner, Frank Gray, who uses it 
for irrigation. 

Over many years, Gray's farm has 
produced an artificial aquifer 
underlying the crop land. As a 
consequence, the city takes water from 
this aquifer and pumps it 12 miles 
upstream. There it is released into a 
series of artificial, municipal, 
recreational lakes and again flows 
downstream. During the water 
transport upstream, the city taps the 
water line to irrigate green belt parks. 

City officials provided for the visitors 
a slide presentation of the community's 
entire parks program and then were 
hosts for a tour of the Yellow House 
Canyon Lakes Project. 

Discussions in the offices of !CASALS 
with Drs. Harold E. Dregne and Idris 
R. Traylor, Jr., director and deputy 
director, centered upon the treatment 
of lands endangered by desertification. 
Both the minister and Sadallah 
emphasized their interest in these 
studies and !CASALS' publications 
because of their applications in Jordan 
and agreed to exchange data 
concerning arid lands research in the 
future. 

The two officials later toured the 
Department of Architecture at Texas 
Tech and spoke with faculty members 
on the various aspects of urban 
planning, building design and historic 
preservation. 

A highlight of the minister's visit was a 
tour of the Ranching Heritage Center 

JORDANIAN MINISTER- Hassan Al-Moamani (second from left), minister of municipal, rural and environmental 
affairs for the Kingdom of Jordan toured the Department of Architecture at TexaE Tech University, February 12, 
where he met with Dr. W. Lawrence Garvin (far left), department chairman, and Dr. Elizabeth S. Sasser (second 
from right), professor of architecture. Accompanying Al-Moamani was Sadallah Sadallah (far right), director general 
for environment from the Ministry. 
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of The Museum of Texas Tech 
University. This was of special interest 
to the minister in his role as chairman 
of the Royal Commission for the 
Conservation of Jordan's Architectural 
Heritage. 

The new commission will be initiating 
a program to identify structures 100 
years old or less which typify the 
Jordanian heritage and should be 
preserved as part of the national 
treasure. 

Also included in the day's schedule 
was an afternoon trip to Post, Texas; 
Dr. Jack E Mccroskey, chairman of 
the Department of Animal Science, 
Dr. Robert Long of the same 
department, and Bea Zeeck, director 
of University News and Publications, 
accompanied the Jordanians. 

Mccroskey and Moamani d~scussed 
the fact that not all states require 
permits to construct buildings on rural 
land as in urban areas. 

Moamani's observation was that land 
is held more dear in Jordan that in 
America and particularly in Texas. 
"Land is so precious and so limited, 
that there is an imbalance between 
demand and supply in Jordan. 
Restrictions have to be greater." 

The second day of their visit included 
a barbeque and conversations with 
about 60 officials who are concerned 
with the governments of counties and 
rural communities. The event was held 
at the Cross H Ranch in Post, Texas 
and hosted by Garza County Judge 
Giles Dalby. 

Moamani expressed considerable 
interest in the oil wells on the Dalby 
ranch and others that he observed in 
the area. He and Dalby discussed the 
laws of land ownership and surface 
and mineral rights, an area of 
particular interest to the minister, as 
his educational training was in the law. 

He explained that in Jordan the rights 
to valuable underground resources, 
including water, are held by the 
nation, while surface rights may be 
privately owned. 

Dalby brought up a particular 
problem of his area, which is apparenYs: 
in heavy salt deposits. Runoff water 
which naturally drains into the Brazos 
tributaries in the region have been 

(continued on page 6) 



CID director forecasts development changes 
During a time of budget cutting, the 
executive director of the Consortium 
for International Development (CID) 
~oresees a change in the application of 
funds more than a reduction of the 
monies used in international 
development projects. 

During his March 23 visit to Texas 
Tech University, Dr. John Fischer said 
he felt it is very clear there will be a 
change in the Agency for International 
Development (AID) program by a 
reduction in the present emphasis on 
commodity support, such as fertilizer 
and machinery, and an increase in 
institutional building support 
including the creation of educational 
and research systems. 

He added that "it appears that the 
total amount of funds that CID
member institutions are interested in 
will not be cut back severely. At the 
present we are very pleased with the 
maintaining foc:Us on aid and technical 
assistance to developing countries." 

Fischer also predicted a "shift in 
emphasis of regions; most notable is 
the Carribean as the number one 
priority." CID projects are primarily 
based in countries in Africa and the 
Middle East, he said. 

"We will see an additional emphasis on 
ways that more directly represent the 
foreign interests of the U.S.," he 
explained. 

CID is an organization comprised of 
11 universities from the southwestern 
U.S. Those member institutions are: 
Texas Tech, California State 
Polytechnic University, Colorado 
State University, Montana State 
University, New Mexico State 
University, Oregon State University, 
University of Arizona, University of 
Cailifornia at Riverside, University of 
Idaho, Utah State University, and 
Washington State University. 

!CASALS represents Texas Tech 
University at CID, and Dr. Harold E. 
Dregne, director of I CASALS and Dr. 
Samuel E. Curl, dean of the College of 
Agricultural Sciences, are members of 
the CID board of trustees. 

"The strengths of the Consortium, if 
one is honest and practical," Fischer 
tfid, "is that there is no overseas 
ifSroject that is not beyond the 
capabilities of one university. By 
banding together we can involve 
ourselves in far more overseas 

countries than if we tried to go it 
alone." 

Although there are five consortiums in 
the U.S., CID is different in its 
organization, he said, as it operates 
with a lead-university concept. Under 
the decentralized system the project is 
subcontracted to a university, and the 
project director is an employee of that 
institution and is located on the 
campus. CID primarily serves as a 
coordinating and supervising architect 
of the projects, Fischer said. 

He described arid and semi-arid lands 
as the "glue" in CID, as all activities 
are concentrated in areas that meet 
that definition. 

"All projects include training and 
education and all contain aspects of 
research and are primarily research 
oriented. Many involve extension 
outreach to the grass-roots level," he 
said. 

There are 14 CID projects underway, 
including activities in the U.S., Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Sudan, 
Tanzania, Senegal, Gambia, Cape 
Verde, and Bolivia. In addition, the 
Consortium has projects that are 
worldwide in scope, he said, citing as 
an example the workshops being 
conducted by a CID team in India on 
irrigation that are basically discipline 
oriented. 

"About 95 percent of the projects are 
concerned directly with agricultural 
and rural area development, and 
probably 85 percent of the total 
activities are in someway linked to 
increasing food production," he 
explained. 

CID DIRECTOR-Dr. John 
Fischer, executive director 
of the Consortium for 
International Development 
(CID). center, discussed 
Texas Tech University's 
research and development 
programs with Dr. J. Knox 
Jones. Jr .. vice president 
for research and graduate 
studies. left, and Dr. 
Samuel E. Curl, dean of the 
College of Agricultural 
Sciences and a member of 
the CID Board of Trustees, I 
right, during his visit to the 
campus March 23. 
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"Earlier we were interested in soil and 
water, but we have become more 
general in scope based on the charter 
approved at the last meeting of the 
board of trustees." 

Among those areas under consid
eration for future projects are solar 
energy, vocational training, support 
for universities' development, and 
technical assistance in a development 
project in an Asian country, he said. 

The need for health care systems, 
especially in the Middle East, can 
provide opportunities for CID 
expansion, according to Fischer. Only 
two CID members, Texas Tech and 
the University of Arizona, have 
medical schools, but others offer 
paramedical and nurses' training. 

"We hope to muster all these 
resources," he said, so that in the next 
few months there will be some 
progress in the development of health 
systems. 

He also explained that "CID has an 
Indefinite Quantity Contact with AID 
which means that in certain areas, such 
as water, soil, and agricultural 
development, AID can call on us to 
provide short-term personnel for 
consultative services. This increases the 
opportunities for faculty members to 
become more involved in development 
work." 

Texas Tech may have an opportunity 
to serve as the lead university for a 
proposed project which would involve 
four member institutions, each one 

(continued on page 8) 



HOPI ARTIST -Terrance 
Talaswaima displayed 
some of his artwork at 
"The Hopi Year. A 
Tricentennial Symposium." 

Hopi tricentennial symposium 
(continued from page 1) 

He added that the Hopi people are.in a 
state of transition: the people must 
learn how to live in modern society 
while trying to retain their cultural 
heritage. 

He feels the influence of modern 
society has caused a lack of influence 
in the home teachings of the old 
languages and traditions and , 
therefore, caused in some villages the 
loss of the rituals and the traditions. 

Three spokesmen from the "Artists 
Hopid", a group of contemporary 
Hopi artists from the Hopi Cultural 

SYMPOSIUM SPEAKER-Mike Kabotie told of the 
land, art, and architecture of the Hopi people. 

Center at Second Mesa, Arizona, 
described the symbolism and meanings 
of their works, some of which were on 
display at the Museum. 

Those representing the group were 
painters Terrance Talaswaima and 
Mike Kabotie, and Neil David, who 
demonstrated his Kachina-carving 
skills during the symposium. 

In addition to their art, Kabotie 
discussed some of the history of the 
Hopi people, including their choice of 
the barren area they now occupy, 
because "it would build the tribe's 
strength". 

He showed slides depicting the 
terraced family gardens which have 
been irrigated for a long time. Kabotie 
said the importance of agriculture to 
the Hopi is evident in their belief in the 
"Corn Mother". 

A Hopi Tewa potter from First Mesa, 
Sylvia Talaswaima, also demonstrated 
her art and gave her interpretation of 
the significance of Hopi culture. 

Robert H. Ames, chief tribal judge for 
Hopi affairs, discussed the 
contemporary Indian·court and law in 
his address. Besides his duties forthe 
tribe, Ames is a practicing attorney 
from Salinas, California. 
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The afternoon session consisted of 
presentations by non-Indian scholars. 
Dr. Alice Schlegel, associate professor 
of anthropology at the University of 
Arizona, delivered her paper on the 
"Social and Symbolic Meaning of 
Kachina Dolls". 

"The Kachina: On Going Life-spirit of 
the Hopi", was discussed by the 
director of scientific research at the 
Museum of Man in San Diego, 
California, Barton Wright. The 
concluding presentation, "The 
Enduring Hopi", was given by Dr. 
Peter Iverson, assistant professor of 
history at the University of Wyoming. 

The symposium organizing committee 
was chaired by Edna S. Glenn, 
associate professor of art at Texas 
Tech, and included the following 
Texas Tech faculty members: James A. 
Goss, chairperson of the Department 
of Anthropology; Idris R. Traylor, Jr., 
deputy director of !CASALS; and 
John R. Wunder, associate professor 
of history. 

The West Texas Museum Association 
and several groups within Texas Tech 
served as sponsors of the event. Those 
university organizations are: 
I CASALS, The Museum of Texas 
Tech University, the office of the vice 
president for academic affairs, the 
office of the vice president of research 
and graduate studies, office of the 
dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences, Ethnic Studies Program and 
the Departments of History, 
Anthropology, and Art. 

KACHINA CARVER-Neil David demonstrated the 
art of carving Kachina dolls. 



Templer named to 
I GU working group 

POTIER- Sylvia Talaswaima prepared several 
pieces of pottery during the symposium. 

Dr. Otis W. Templer, chairman of the 
Department of Geography at Texas 
Tech University, has been named to 
the International Geographical Union 
Working Group on Resource 
Management in Drylands which was 
organized at the last IGU Congress 
held in Tokyo in 1980. 

The group will study comparisons of 
traditional systems of land use 
management and highly technical 
systems of land use. The subjects to be 
covered include: resources of range 
management, resources of woodland 
management, rain-fed cultivation 
systems, irrigated cultivation, water 
management, arid morphodynamics, 
and social and demographical aspects 
of resource management. 

The group succeeds the recently 
disolved IGU Working Group on 

Lecture series focuses 
on world's arid lands 
A five-lecture series aiming to develop 
an understanding and appreciation for 
arid lands environments, entitled "Arid 
Lands and Human Responses", will 
draw to a close in May after being held 
at The Museum of Texas Texas 
University since January. 

Dr. Idris R. Traylor, Jr., deputy 
director of I CASALS and associate 
professor of history, was the opening 
speaker on January 22 when he 
discussed the definition and 
distribution of the world's dry lands 
and how peoples are adapted 
historically to them. 

Archaeological excavations conducted 
off the coast of Turkey was the subject 
of the February lecture given by noted 
classical archaeologist Iris Love. 

Love has been excavating the Ancient 
Greek city of Knodos off the 
southwestern coast of Turkey since the 
late 1960s. Her most important 
discovery there was the 1969 
uncovering of the lost Temple of 
Aphrodite with its surrounding 
•buildings, altars and treasuries. 

ibr. Nancy Reed, associate professor of 
art at Texas Tech explored the conflict 
between Egypt's need for water and 
preservation of ancient historic 

monuments in her address, 
"Monuments of New Kingdom 
Egypt", March 12. 

She described how in order to obtain a 
stable water supply, the Egyptian 
government has constructed the 
Aswan Dam, and the resulting Lake 
Nasser has already covered many of 
the monuments built between 1600 and 
1100 B.C. As the resevoir expands 
more artifacts are being threatened. 

"Southwestern Architecture" is the 
title for the April 9 lecture by Dr. 
Elizabeth Sasser, professor of 
architecture at Texas Tech. She will 
discuss architecture in relation to the 
special needs imposed by arid 
environments . Sasser teaches a course 
on the architecture of arid lands. 

The concluding lecture is scheduled for 
May 14 at 7:30 p.m. at The Museum. 
Dr. Charles Wood, associate professor 
of history, will address the topic of the 
cattle industry in the southwestern 
United States. 

The free public lecture series is being 
sponsored by The Museum and the 
West Texas Museum Association and 
reflects Texas Tech's emphasis on all 
phases of arid lands studies. 
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Desertification in and around Arid 
Lands which was initiated in 1972 at 
the IGU Congress, an event held every 
four years. Working Group members 
usually gather together on a yearly 
basis. 

Also named to the group was Dr. 
Chao Sung-chiao of the Institute of 
Geography, Academia Sinica, in the 
People's Republic of China, who spent 
the summer months of 1980 
conducting research at !CASALS and 
Texas Tech. He is the co-author of 
"Desert Lands of China", a book 
currently being published by 
!CASALS and expected to be released 
next month. 

A founding member of the Association 
for Arid Lands Studies, as well as a 
past president and member of the 
Steering and Executive Committees 
for that organization, Templer has 
developed courses in arid lands 
geography for Texas Tech as part of 
his activities on the Arid Lands 
Curriculum Committee at the 
university. 

He has authored many articles on the 
subject of legal-political aspects of 
water resources development in arid 
lands. Most of his research efforts are 
directed toward the geography of arid 
and semi-aid lands, natural resource 
geography, and the interaction of man 
with arid and semi-arid environments. 

Solar energy data 
made available 
In order to make updated information 
on all facets of solar energy available 
to the American public free of charge, 
Congress has set up the Solar Energy 
Information Data Bank (SEIDB). 

Those enrolled on the SEIDB mailing 
list will receive documents and notices 
of solar energy aspects such as active 
and passive solar heating and cooling, 
electricity from wind, solar thermal 
power generation, and petroleum 
substitutes from biomass. 

Requests for placement on SEIDB's 
mailing list should be sent to Solar 
Energy Information Data Bank, Solar 
Energy Research Institute, 1617 Cole 
Boulevard, Golden, Colorado 80401. 



TTU arid lands 
master's degree 
(continued from page I) 

lands and the extent, characteristics, 
importance and potential for their 
utilization. Dr. Harold E. Dregne, 
director of I CASALS and professor of 
soil sciences, and Dr. Robert M. 
Sweazy, director of the Water 
Resources Center at Texas Tech, and 
guest lecturers discuss water, soil, 
plant, mineral, and animal resources in 
the class. 

Selected topics in history, cultural 
anthropology, sociology, politics, 
economics, religions, art and 
architecture, and literature are 
featured in the third core course, 
"Cultural Environment of Arid 
Lands." It is taught by Traylor, who is 
also an associate professor of history, 
and includes guest speakers. 

As of the spring semester of this year, 
three persons have received a master's 
degree in arid lands studies and two 
additional degrees have been awarded, 
one in museum science and one in 
history, in which the students used the 
option as their minor field. 

Six others are currently completing 
their arid lands majors, and four 
additional students have been admitted 
to the degree plan as of the summer or 
fall term of this year. Numerous other 
students have taken classes from the 
curriculum although not enrolled in 
the arid lands option. 

Becky Sue Thornton was the first 
graduate, followed by Ndu Uzo Usoh 
and Larry Powell. Thornton is 
currently employed by the Bureau of 
Land Management in Washington, 
D.C., and Usoh holds a teaching 
position in his home country of 
Nigeria. 

TEMPLER-One of the 
three core courses of the 
arid lands curriculum, 
"Geography of Arid 
Lands", is taught by Dr. 
Otis W. Templer, who is 
chairman of the 
Department of Geography. 

.. ...~. 

GUEST L!::CTURERS- Dr. William C. Holden, far right, and Dr. John Wunder. third from right, are two of the guest 
lecturers featured in the arid lands core course, "Cultural Environment of Arid Lands", taught by Dr. Idris R. Traylor. 
Jr. Holden is a prominent historian on the Southwest, and Wunder is an associate professor of history at Texas 
Tech. Pictured above are, left to r ight: Eric Sackman, Traylor, Steven Seefeldt, Wunder, Norman L. Garner, and 
Holden. 

Those students majoring in arid lands 
studies are: Norman L. Garner, 
Barbara L. Geyer, David L. Magar, 
Steven Seefeldt, Eric Sackman, and 
Ricardo Arturo Carreras of Mexico 
City, Mexico. 

Graduate student Seefeldt served as a 
consultant in Mauritania in the fall of 
1980. He and three others drew a base 
map including ground types and 
vegetation as part of project on 
renewable resources management for 
South Dakota State University. 

Barbara L. Geyer recently completed 
the map for a new publication, "To Set 
Them Free", dealing with the Turkish 
hero Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. The 
map covers Turkey and the 
Mediterranean Sea area and illustrates 
the sites important in Ataturk's life. 

Lee Yellott, a former student in the 
program, is presently involved in a 
four-month contract to assist the 
director of a revitalized program in 
Benin which employs 47 volunteers 
and will have about 80 workers by 
next year. 

Yellott has also been selected as an 
associate director of the Peace Corps 
in Benin, and his previous experience 
includes a U.S. Agency for 
International Development project in 
Senegal. 
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Prospective students who are 
interested in the arid lands graduate 
option should contact Traylor at 
!CASALS, P.O. Box 4620, Texas 
Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 
79409. 

Jordanian minister 
visits Texas Tech 
(continued from page 2) 

polluting that river to a dangerous 
level. 

Presently, catchment lakes are being 
constructed to catch the salt water and 
evaporate it so that lakes further 
downstream will remain freer of salt, 
he said. 

Also of major interest to the Jordanian 
visitors was the dwindling water 
supply in West Texas, irrigated from 
the diminishing Ogallala Aquifer. 

In Jordan, the underlying aquifer is 
recharged by rain. In West Texas, rain 
runs off into the 19,000 playa lakes 
which dot the area, and because they 
are extremely shallow, more water 
evaporates than can seep through the 
clay lake beds into the aquifer. 

The Jordanian officials described their 
American visit as comprising a "really 
comprehensive tour." Although they 
saw many practices and programs 
which would be difficult to apply in 
Jordan, they observed much of value 
with environmental applications in 
cities and rural areas of their 
homeland . They added that Jordan 
might even benefit from mistakes 
made in U.S. development. 

They said that what they had seen on 
this journey would contribute to the 
further development of the long-term 
environmental strategy for the 
Kingdom of Jordan and for the short
term action planning now underway. 



AALS p·resident 
reveals program 
for meeting 
The 1981 Association for Arid Land 
Studies annual meeting. will f~ature 27 
papers and one pan~l .d1scuss10n, 
according to Dr. Wilham M. Holmes, 
of the Department of Geography at 
North Texas State University and 
program chairman for this year'~ 
AALS gathering to be held Apnl 23-25 
in San Diego, California. 

Holmes said that due to a crowded . 
schedule at the annual Western Social 
Science Association meeting, wit~ 
which the AALS meeting is held 1~ 
conjunction, all of the AALS sessions 
will be held during the first two days, 
Thursday and Friday. 

AALS is an interdisciplinary 
association concerned with research 
and teaching in areas relating II?an to. 
the world's arid regions. Established m 
1977, it is based at Texas Tech 
University with !CASALS as . 
permanent headquarters; Dr. Idns R. 
Traylor, Jr., deputy director of 
!CASALS, serves as executive director 
of the association. 

The opening session is titled Ph~sic~l 
Phenomena in Arid Lands, and it will 
be followed by Water Resources i? 
Arid Lands, Legislation and Law m 
the Arid Environment, and Urban 
Planning and Development. 

The second day will consist of Human 
Response to the Arid Environment, 
Economic Activity in Arid Lands, and 
a panel discussion on Economic 
Development and the Rural Economy 
in West Africa. 

Traylor will present his paper, 
"Deserts as Battlefields," at one of the 
Friday sessions as well as serving as 
moderator of the Economic Activity in 
Arid Lands session. 

Dr. Ruth Wright, associate professor 
of political science at Texas Tech, is 
scheduled to moderate Human 
Response to the Arid Environment 
and to speak on "Wind Energy 
Systems Act of I 980: Its Legislative 
History" as part of the session on 
Legislation and Law in the Arid 

ifnvironment. 

:Also from Texas Tech will be Stephen 
P. Sayles and Dr. Otis W. Templer. 
"Water on the West Side: The 

West German professor 
conducts research at ICASALS 
!CASALS recently hosted a West 
German scientist who had selected the 
center to conduct research and gather 
material for a course he is developing 
on arid lands, which would be the first 
of its type in his country. 

Dr. Peter Wolff, a professor from the 
Department of International 
Agriculture at the University of Kassel 
in Witzenhausen, termed his March 
24-April 3 stay at Texas Tech 
University "quite successful". 

Wolff is affiliated with the Center for 
Professional Studies, a department 
division that offers different 
postgraduate studies to forei~n 
students, primarily from Afnca and. 
the Middle East, who will be returning 
to their home lands to apply what they 
have learned while in West Germany. 

He said the creation of the arid lands 
course is in response to the increasing 
number of students from arid and 
semi-arid countries attending the 
school. He added that existing courses 
are also directed at persons who will 
be working for German industries 
involved in development work. 

Wolff explained he also came to 
!CASALS to study the arid lands 
graduate studies at Texas Tech and to 
examine "the possibilities for stude~ts 
to get a master's in this field, especially 
for those in AID (Agency for 
International Development) projects." 

"I am personally interested in the 
possibilities of agricultural . . 
development in arid and se.~i-an? 
areas under marginal conditions m 
developing countries, because I have 
worked in several of them," he added. 
Some of those countries include 
Afghanistan, Kenya, Yemen, Egypt, 
and Indonesia. 

In Germany, he said, the problem is 
not funding, but enough projects that 

Sacramento Valley Canals" is the title 
of a paper to be given at the ~ater 
Resources in Arid Lands session by 
Sayles, who is a visiting assistant 
professor of history. 

Templer chairman of the Department 
of Geog;aphy and a foun~~ng member 
of AALS will fill the position of 
moderatdr for Urban Planning and 
Development. 
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are feasible to implement due to the 
low number of persons in the country 
qualified to work in arid lands. 

Another purpose of his research at 
!CASALS was to determine how 
certain problems are handled in the 
area to find out under different site 
conditions which inputs will bring 
about the best results. 

"In many arid areas," he said, "there is 
the problem of declining water ~ables." 
Such is the case in the Texas High 
Plains and Wolff collected material on 
the pr~blem, how it developed, and 
what is. being done, or will be done, 
about it. 

The majority of his research was 
conducted at Texas Tech's library and 
Southwest Collection where, he said, 
he found "so many interesting new 
things in magazines and books ~ot 
available in Germany. It was qmte 
successful." 

He said he concentrated not only on 
the purely technical aspects of land 
improvement and development, b~t 
also on site, economic and ecologic 
conditions. 

"My interest contains all three of these 
aspects but is mainly from the . 
technical point of view," he expla~ned 
and added that he is concerned with 
the effects of a project on the economy 
and society. 

He met with the director and deputy 
director of I CASALS, Ors. Harold E. 
Dregne and Idris R. Traylor, Jr., as 
well as representatives from the Water 
Resources Center and College of 
Agricultural Sciences, particularly the 
Department of Agricultural 
Engineering. 

Wolff also had an opportunity to tour 
the Lubbock area and observe local 
irrigation projects and ~tten~ the 
symposium on the Hopi Ind1.ans ~nd a 
university play produced entirely m 
German. 

Upon his return he said he and other 
faculty members "intend to s~t up .a 
master's program in field engmeenng 
and land development." 

The arid lands class will begin in 
October and be based on material 
gathered from !CASALS.' California, 
Australia and other locations. 



Historical group 
honors Wallace 
Dr. Ernest Wallace, Horn Professor of 
History emeritus at Texas Tech 
University, was presented the 
Leadership Award, the highest honor 
of the Texas State Historical 
Association at the joint meeting of the 
association and the Historical Society 
of New Mexico March 6. 

The award, which includes $1 ,000, is 
given to honor outstanding leadership 
in promoting understanding of the 
American way of life. Funds for the 
award are provided by the Texas 
Education Association of Fort Worth. 

Wallace first gained international 
recognition with his second of a dozen 
books, "The Comanches, Lords of the 
South Plains" which was the first to 
mix ethnology with fact. The Southern 
Education Board named it as the most 
significant book-length university 
research study in the field of social 
sciences in the South. 

In 1959 he prepared a manuscript for 
the U.S. Justice Department called 
"The Habitat and Range of the Kiowa, 
Comanche, and the Apache Indians 
Before 1867". Although it has never 
been published, the manuscript 
findings have been utilized in settling 
Indian land claims against the 
government. Wallace has also devoted 
a great deal of study to Indians of arid 
and semi-arid lands. 

Four of his five decades of teaching 
have been at Texas Tech. Wallace co-

CID director visits TTU 
(continued from page 3) 

providing technical assistance in 
different areas: agriculture, veterinary 
medicine, architecture, and medicine. 
The King Faisal University in Saudi 
Arabia would host the project. 

When asked about the possibility of 
new members joining the Consortium, 
Fischer replied, "We are not looking to 
expand right now, but we will not lock 
it out either." 

"The feeling on part of the trustees, 
and I certainly agree, in terms of 
members, CID needs to operate with 
the present number." 

"The dollar volume has quadrupled in 
the past few years, and we are in the 
process of developing a proper 
accounting procedure to handle this 
expanding business. We have not yet 
fine tuned the mechanisms for 
managing it," he explained . 

Fischer's visit to Texas Tech had a 
two-fold purpose; in addition to his 

authored the textbook used in 
university-level history classes in the 
state, "Texas: The Lone Star State", 
and recently revised the book in 
preparation for its fourth edition. 

Among the many symposiums he has 
taken part in are the International 
Symposium on Arid and Semi-Arid 
Lands held at Texas Tech in 1974 and 
the Conference on Indian-White 
Relations in Washington, D.C., 
sponsored by the National Archives. 

responsibilities as the executive officer 
for the Consortium to visit member 
institutions to discuss policy, problems 
and issues, he spoke to a class of 
foreign students. The re-entry/ 
transition class is comprised of 
students from overseas who are being 
advised on what kinds of culture shock 
they can expect when they return 
home. 

While on the campus he met with: 
Dregne and Curl; Dr. Idris R. Traylor, 
Jr., deputy director of !CASALS; Ors. 
Robert C. Albin and William F . 
Bennett, associate deans of the College 
of Agricultural Sciences, Dr. C. Len 
Ainsworth, interim vice president for 
academic affairs; Dr. J. Knox Jones, 
Jr., vice president for research and 
graduate studies; Dr. Russell C. 
Baskett, associate dean of the School 
of Medicine; Dr. S. M. Kennedy, 
university professor of political 
science; Dr. Barbara Stoecker, 
associate professor of food and 
nutrition; Dr. Richard Vengroff, 
professor of political science; and 
department chairpersons and deans of 
the College of Agricultural Sciences. 

He was joined by Dr. Gerald Burke, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
CID and assistant academic vice 
president of New Mexico State 
University, who came to participate in · 
most of the meetings between the CID 
director and Texas Tech faculty 
members. 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
The !CASALS Newsletter Is a quarterly 
publication of the International Center for 
Arid and Seml·Arid Land Studies at 
Texas Tech University, P.O. Box 4620, 
Lubbock, Texas. U.S.A. 79409. Phone 
AC 806: 742-2218. 
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