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INTKDDUCTION 

During the T̂ /̂elfth Century, Europe experienced an econanic 

revival. Due to many improvonents In agricultural production, there 

was a surplus in produce and laborers. Many of these laborers, forced 

to turn to other means of making a livelihood, moved to the cities. 

These cities v/era groi'/ing also because of the circulation of goods in 

Europe, The new svirplus in agricultttral goods was being traded and a 

new money economy was being developed. The merchants were soon the 

masters of this economy. The strict feudal order was not patterned 

to allow the freedom necessary for this commerce to be carried on. 

The merchants, living in tlie cities, had to adapt the systeii in order 

to survive. The adaptation of this systsn in Italy is the subject of 

this research. 

The cities of northern Italy had enjoyed the many years of 

neglect frcsn the Holy Roman Emperors v/hen Frederick Barbarossa gained 

the throne, Barbarossa had no intentions of allowing the cities to 

continue their disregard of the v/ishes of the empire. He desired to 

restore tlie power of the emperor in Italy. He was suppoirted in his 

desires by the revived study of the ancient laws of the empire. The 

barbarian codes in use since the empire of Rome had fallen, were no 

longer sufficient to maintain order in the n«/ v/orld of European 

commerce. The laws of Rome were believed to be the only ones ade

quate to provide the necessary order. The University of Bologna v/as 

the leader in this study. Out of this study arose an idea that v/as to 

be a strong v/eapon for Frederick to use. The idea of Lex Re<7ia, or 
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law of the king, was modeled on the concept of the old Roman emperor. 

This Lex Regia implied that the v/ill of the onperor was law. The 

emperor was the source of all law, John of Salisbury, a political 

theorist at this time, also proposed an absolute monarch as the best 

type of government. He did qualify this with the belief that there 

were lav/s of customs that even the monarch v/as bound to follow. How

ever, there was still no definite counter-force to check the ruler. 

The idea of Lex Regia was believed in firmly by Frederick, 

Since the cities desired the freedom to conduct their business 

without the interference of the anperor and Frederick dsnanded to rule 

his empire as he v/ished without the interference of his vassals, the 

requirements for a long and bloody conflict existed. This conflict 

v/as to be intenvoven with that of the empire and the church. The 

conflict of state versus church v/as not new, but now it was involved 

in the struggle between the empire and the north Italian cities. Both 

the emperor and the cities wanted to gain the support of the church. 

Frederick v/as not willing to become subordinate to the pope emd so 

lost the cliurch. 

The popes joined the northern cities of Italy in their fight 

vd-th the emperor. While supporting these cities, the popes v/ere at 

the same time fighting desperately to maintain their control of the 

papal cities that were striving for tlie same freedom as those of the 

north. If the two major pov/ers in Italy, the emperor and the pope, 

had been \̂ d.lling to forget their quarrel and fight together, the 

•'•John of Salisbury, The Statesman's Book, John Dickinson, 
trans, (New York; Russell & Russell, 1953), IV, 2, p. 7, 



3 

result might have been totally different. They v/ere not willing and 

so the citj.es found a strong and v/orthy supporter in the chtuxh. 

The result of this conflict v/as the breakdown of feudalism in 

Italy. Feudalism could tolerate neither the neiv system of Frederick 

nor that of the cities. Both concepts were totally alien to feudalism, 

Tlie feudal order demanded that the emperor was not an absolute monarch. 

The emperor had to be advised by his lords of the realm. The syston 

had a carefully worked out order of rights and privileges. The sub

ordinate lords of the emperor had definite rights that could not be 

taken away from then. If Frederick had become the absolute monarch 

that he vd.shed to be, it would have ended these rights. The v/ill of 

the emperor v-/as to be the nev-/ governing lav/, which would decide what 

v/ere the rights of all vassals. The limited monarchy of feudalism 

woiild be destroyed. In like manner, if the cities v/ere able to dictate 

to their lord his rights, feudalism v;ould no longer exist. 

In short, it made no difference \-iho v/on the conflict; feudalism 

was being supplanted by new forms of political and economic institutions. 

As in England and Prance, Italy v/as about to free itself from a dead 

weight that was retarding its development. Feudalism could not be 

adapted to the nev/ commercial interests nor to the concept of a strong 

central government and so had no place in the coming order of political 

and economic institutions. 

http://citj.es
file:///-iho


CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUÎ ID TO JOURNEY 

On March 5, 1152, the electors of the Holy Roman Empire met at 

Frankfurt and elected Frederick, the Duke of Swabia, as Frederick I, 

Holy Roman Emperor. To do this, the electors passed over the minor 

son of Conrad III as the dead emperor had wished. Frederick was a 

unanimous choice of both the Hohenstaufen and the Guelfs, for he be-

longed to both of these families. 

Frederick I v/as the son of Conrad Ill's brother, Frederick, and 

of Judith the VJelf, daughter of Henry the Black and sister of Henry the 

Proud, two of the strongest V/elfs. Conrad's family, the Hohenstaufen 

or VJaiblingen, supplied emperors to the country, while the V/elf family 

supplied great dukes. This difference in power base led to harsh feel

ings between the two families. The Welfs wanted to limit the power of 

the emperor whereas the Hohenstaufen v/anted to increase it. For many 

years this controversy led to internal problems for the empire. Hov/-

ever, when Frederick became enperor, he was able to get the tv/o fami

lies to forget their rivalry. Since the new emperor was a member of 

both families, each v/as pleased and could work for the strengthening 

of the empire. 

On March 9, Frederick was crov/ned at Aachen by Arnold, the Arch

bishop of Cologne. The new emperor v/as thirty years old, of middle 

•'"Otto Frlsingensis Episcopus, Gesta Frederici Imperatoris in the 
Monumenta Germaniae Historica, Scriptores, XX, Georgius Pertz, ed. 
(Stuttgart: Anton Hiersemann, 1963), II, 1, p. 391, Hereafter this 
document will be referred to as Otto, Gesta. 

^Ibid., II, 2, p. 391. 

4 



5 

height, and had a strongly built body. His hair v/as red and curly, 

hence the name "Barbarossa." Frederick was an expert horseman and a 

trained warrior, who loved warfare but only to secure peace. Wise 

in counsel, he was kind to suppliants and mercifxil to those taken 

under his care. Adding to these qualities, he v/as very religious, 

attending services every day. Highly intelligent, Frederick read the 

Latin histories to learn the exploits of the ancient kings. He in

tended to restore the empire to its ancient pov/er. Proud, v/ithout 

being arrogant, he had a high sense of dignity of the position he had 

3 

attained, Frederick Barbarossa v/as a soldier, ruler, and statesman, 

Frederick, after being crov/ned, sent a letter to the pope, 

Elugenius III, in which the emperor promised to support and protect the 

Church and the pope. Eugenius congratulated Frederick on his election 

and informed the emperor that the pope v/ould send a legate to inform 
4 

the empire of the papal intentions. Frederick was determined to re

store the empire and the Church to their rightful place in Italy. 

Eugenius v/as having great difficulties in Italy and needed the emperor's 

help. 

In Rome, Arnold of Brescia was leading the people in a revolt 

against the papal authority. Arnold had been ordained as a lector at 

Brescia. V/hile there, he had kept the city in turmoil ̂ d̂.th his radical 

ideas. He believed tliat no cleric should own property. Arnold went 

^Otto, Gesta, IV, 75, p. 490; cf. James W. Thompson, The Mddle 
Ages, Vol, I (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1931), p. 476. 

^Ugo Balzani, "Frederick Barbarossa and the Lombard League" in 
^ ® Cambridge Medieval History, V (New York and Cambridge, England: 
MacMillen Company, 1929), p. 415. 



6 

on to say that any cleric that had property or any bishops that acted 

as lords coiild not be saved. All property belonged to the prince. 

v;ith these beliefs, Arnold was forced to leave Italy by the Lateran 

Council held at Rome during Innocent II's time. Prom Italy, Arnold 

v/ent to Zvirich v/here he taught his doctrine. At the death of Innocent II 

Arnold journeyed to Rome and there he began to preach his ideas. He 

told the people that Rome should be returned to its former glory. The 

places of government should be restored and the dignity of the senate 

of Rome had to be restored. The administration of the city v/as to be 
g 

taken from the pope and placed in the hands of the senate. The pope, 

Lucius II, appealed to Conrad III for help when the Romans proclaimed 

that the pope v/as deprived of his jurisdiction over the city. In 

February, 1145, Lucius v/as killed v/hile leading an attack on Rome, 

Ê igenius III became the nev/ pope. The nev/ pope fled the city in fear 

of his life. Conrad v/as too busy in Germany to give the pope the as

sistance he required and Eugenius v/as forced to recognize tlie power of 

the senate as the organ of civil justice. The Romans soon began a series 

of conquests, namely Tlvoli, that made the pope angry, Eugenius, fear

ing a renewed conflict with the city, fled the city and once again asked 

Conrad to come to his assistance. Conrad promised to come to the pope's 
7 

aid, but died before the preparations v/ere complete. Frederick, in his 
letter, informed Eugenius that he intended to fulfill Conrad's promise. 

Otto, Gesta, II, 20, p. 403. 

^Ibid., II, 20, p. 404. 

"̂ David J, Hill, A History of Diplomacy in the International 
Development of Europe, Vol, I (New York: Hov/ard Fertig, 1967), p, 275. 
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Frederick's council advised him not to leave Germany at once. 

They believed that the coiontry v/as too unstable. Frederick spent his 

first two years as emperor trying to improve the conditions in his ovm 

country. 

During these endeavors in Germany, the emperor roneiined in 

contact with the pope. At the Diet of Constance in the spring of 1153, 

Frederick and Eugenius made the agreement that Frederick was to come 

to Rome and receive the crov/n from the pope for whicli the enperor would 

punish Rcane and the King of Sicily, who refused to pay the services he 

owed to the pope as his feudal lord. Both agreed never to make a sepa

rate treaty with either of the two parties to be punished. This agree

ment was designed to danonstrate to all the onpire's enemies that the 

strongest powers in Italy were in full accord. Neither the emperor 

or the pope wished to show any sign of weakness or disharmony in the 

g 

coming struggle with the rebellious Italians. On learning of this 

agreement, the Romans, led by Arnold, v/rote to the emperor and asked 

him to come to Italy in order to proclaim his v/ord as law. They 

pranised Frederick that they would elect him as their emperor and he 

could receive the croivn of their empire with the support of the people. 

The Remans further added that the Roman Empire v/as an indestructible 

conception and only through the will of the people of Rome could an 

emperor be elected, Tliey asked him to proclaim the old Ranan customs 
9 

in which the will of the emperor v/as truly law. 

^Hill, Diplomacy, p, 277, 

^Ferdinard Gregorovius, History of Rome in the Middle Ages, 
Vol, IV, Part II, Annie Hamilton, ed. and trans, (London: George Bell 
and Sons, 1896), p, 518, 
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We are told by T. P. Tout that these were the beliefs of the emperor: 

During all his reign, nothing was nearer his heart than re
establishing the Empire of Rome on its ancient basis.... 
Every right of Justinian, Constantine, Charlanagne or Otto 
the Great v/as his. 10 

With this belief it may be hard to understand v/hy Frederick refused 

to go to Rome and do as the Remans requested. The Romans asked for 

exactly what Frederick intended to do. The anperor, however, did re

fuse and ridiculed the pretensions of the Romans. The idea of the 

empire as a divine institution made the pope's consecration imperative. 

At this Diet, there also was brought to Frederick's attention 

a problem he was v/ell aware existed, T\/o men from Lodi, v/ithout- of

ficial orders from their city, v/ent to Frederick and begged him to 

deliver Lodi from the slavery imposed on her by Milan, The aniperor 

ordered an Imperial officer to go to Milan and commcind her to release 

12 

Lodi from her servitude, 

Mian and the other Lombard cities had become powerful forces 

in Italy. V/lth huge walls for defense and large treasuries from com-
13 

merce, the Lombard cities had achieved a some:vhat autonomous state. 

Previous raonarchs had either been powerless to hinder this movenent 

or had been too involved with German politics really to ccire, Postejced 

by this neglect and weakness, the Lombard cities had forced their 

11 

T, P. Tout, The Empire and the Papacy (London: Rivingtons, 
1909), p. 246. 

•'••'•Hill. Diplomacy, p. 277. 

w. P. Butler, The Lombard Corpmunes (London: T, Fisher Unwin, 
1960), p. 100. 

13 
Thompson, Middle Ages, p. 481, 
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feudal officials from pov/er. This vacuum v/as filled by the powerful 

merchants. These ruled the cities with no more degree of freedom than 

did the feudal lords. The change of leadership did not carry v/ith it 

15 
a greater degree of freedom. At the head of the new government were 

the constils, elected each year. Their number varied v/ith each city. 

To advise these consuls v/as a council, chosen from the merchants. 

Below this was the Council of the Commune. There v/as also a general 

assembly of the merchants to discuss only matters of the greatest im

portance. This government had as its basis the trade guilds, which 

v/ere organized much the same way. With this type of government, the 

consuls really decided the major Issues, just as the feudal lords did 

that had been driven out of the cities. 

The new leaders soon began to wage v/ar against each other. 

These disputes were usually the result of commercial interests. The 

cities fell into tv/o groups. One consisted of I4ilan, Pavia, Crema, 

Brescia, Piacenza, and Tortona. The other was made up of Cremona, 

17 
Lodi, Como, and Novara. Milan v-zas the strongest of all the cities 

and had been able to force her will on several of her opponents. 

V/hen the official of the emperor arrived at Milan, the people 

rebelled against the command of Frederick. The official barely 

J. C. L. De Sismondi, A History of the Italian Republics, 
William Boulting, ed. (London: George Routledge & Sons, Ltd., n.d.), 
p. 108. 

15 
Hill, Diplomacy, p. 260. 

16 
Butler, Communes, p. 78. 

•'•̂ Ibid., p, 94, 
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escaped with his life. The people of Lodi were terrorized and expected 

18 
an attack from Milan, The Milanese, hoi-zever, repented their actions 

when they realized that Frederick might soon be coming to Italy. They 

sent envoys to Frederick and presented him v/ith gifts in order to 

placate his wrath, Cremona and Pavia took advantage of Mian's fear 

of the enperor and complained about Milan's aggressions. The Milanese 

were enraged and marched on Pavia, The two opposing forces met and 

fought all day without either side gaining the victory. V/ith the fall 

of night, a sudden panic seized the Milanese and they fled back to 

19 

their city, leaving a great amount of booty. Frederick realized that 

the journey to Italy, promised to Pope Eugenius, wotild have to be made 

quickly. 
This promised journey was to be no help to Eugenius, for on 

20 
July 8, 1153, he died, Conrad, Cardjnal-bishop of Sabina, v/as conse-

21 

crated four days later as Anastasius, The new pope wrote to the 

emperor and asked him to come to Rome and receive the crov/n of the 

empire. 

After settling his major problens in Germany and acquiring 

the support of the strongest Welf duke, Henry the Lion, Frederick 

issued the orders for the levying of his feudal troops. The onperor 

18 
Butler, Communes, p. 100. 

•'•̂ Butler, Communes, p. 101; cf. Sismondi, Republics, p. 108. 

^^Horace K. Mann, The Lives of the Popes, Vol. IX (London: 
Kegan, Paul, Trench, Trubner, & Co., Ltd., 1925), p. 175. 

^^Ibid., EC, p. 222, 
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22 
did not understand the ne\i movement in Italy, but he did know that 

a rebellion had to be put dovm by force. He was determined to keep 

order in his empire. 

^^Thompson, Middle Ages, p. 483. 



CHAPTER II 

BARBAROSSA'S FIRST ATTEMPTS 

In order to establish his authority in Italy, settle the 

disputes of the Lombard Cities, and receive the crov/n of the Holy 

Roman Empire, Frederick hastily gathered a small force of eighteen 

hundred knights on the plains of the River Lech, opposite Augsbxirg in 

1 p 
Bavaria. Henry the Lion joined Frederick's army. With this small 

group, Frederick set out for Italy in October, 1154, 

Passing through Brixen and the Valley of the Trent, the 

emperor's army v/as unable to get supplies because of the barrenness 

of the country. This situation v/as desperate since all supplies had 

been depleted in crossing the Alps, Certain Holy Places v/ere violated 

and their goods seized. Since the army was suffering greatly from 

hunger, it v/as excused by Frederick, Even so, he ordered a collection 

to be taken from the whole army and this to be given the Bishops of 

Brixen and Trent to atone for these misdeeds. The knights collected 

a great sum of money v/hich v/as taken to the bishops. Frederick felt 

that God had to be placated for the destruction of his places in order 

for the German expedition to be successful. Feeling that God v/as once 

again contented with the army, Frederick moved on to the plains of 

Verona, near Lake Garda, and camped to allow his army rest. Near the 

end of November, the expedition crossed the Brenner Pass on to the 

•"•otto, Gesta, II, 11, p. 395. 

2 
Tout, Empire, p. 248. 

^Otto, Gesta, II, 11, p. 395. 

12 
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plain of Roncaglia and camped near Piacenza. As v/as the custon of 

the Holy Roman Emperors, Frederick raised his shield on a standard as 

a sign for all his vassals to pay homage to him. The king held his 

imperial diet at Roncaglia from November 30 to December 5. Emissaries 

from all the Lombard to\ims journeyed to Roncaglia to. explain their be

havior to the new anperor. 

Frederick listened to the complaints of Pavia, Cremona, Como, 

and Lodi against Milan and her allies. Once again Pavia and the others 

told of Mian's tyranny and the enperor, since he was on his v/ay to 

Rome, kept Mian's Consuls, Oberto de Orto and Gerardo Negri, with him 
g 

and promised to investigate Mian's actions. V/illiam, the marquis of 

Montferrat, complained about the insolence of the people of Chieri and 

7 

the Bishop of Asti charged Asti with refusal to give him due honor. 

Here was a good indication of the trouble Frederick would have exerting 

his autliority over the haughty Italian cities. The rising cities re

fused to accept the feudal officials or obligations. On December 3, 

the diet ended and Frederick set out for Rome. 
8 

On the same day. Pope Anastasius IV died and on December 5, 

his successor Hadrian IV was consecrated, Becavise of the trouble in 

Rome, Hadrian became Pope reluctantly. Thorny v/as the throne of Peter 

4 

5 

6, 

^Otto, Gesta, II, 12, p, 395, 

'ibid,, II, 13, p, 397. 

'ibid., II, 13b, p. 398, 

^Ibid,, II, 13, p, 397, 

Balzani, "Barbarossa," in C.M.H., p. 415. 
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and the tira biomed like fire, complained Hadrian,^ The new Pope had 

been born Nickolas Breakspear, in England at Langley, near St. Albans, 

His father had become a monk at St, Albans and so the family had been 

very poor. The young man went to France to study and met great suc

cess. He soon settled down in the Monastery of St. Rufus near Avignon. 

His diligent work soon enabled him to become the abbot, "'•̂  Disagree

ments with the other monks over the administration of St. Rufus came 

to the ears of Eugenius, who in 1146, had Hadrian replaced at St. Rufus 

and made him bishop of Albano. Hadrian v/as also created a cardinal,•'"•'• 

In 1152, he was sent to Norway to bring the churches there back into 

12 
the fold. His actions proved extremely successful. Returning to 

Rome in the autumn of 1154, Hadrian v/as a good candidate for the office 

of pope, 

Hadrian, on taking office, was faced with three major problems: 

Frederick Barbarossa, v/ho was determined to make his word lav/ over his 

Italian kingdom, was in the north and V/illiam I of Sicily v/as attack

ing papal lands in the south. At home, the Romans, led by the rebel, 

Arnold of Brescia, had thro\im off the jurisdiction of the ecclesiasti

cal lav/s and had established a commonwealth under consuls and the 

13 
senate, which professed to renew the forms of the primitive republic. 

9 
Mann, Lives, IX, p, 415, 

Balzani, "Barbarossa," in CM.H., p, 415, 

Mann, Lives, IX, p. 240. 

•'•̂ Ibid., IX, p. 241, 

"'•̂ Otto, Gesta, II, 20, p. 404, 
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With Anastasius' death, Arnold redoubled his efforts to stir up the 

people against the papal authority. Technically, the truce still ex

isted between the papacy and Arnold, but in actuality open warfare 

between the pope's supporters and those of Arnold was commonplace. 

Vflien Arnold attacked Cardinal Guido of Santa Pudenziana as he was 

traveling along the Via Sacra to visit the Pope, Hadrian demanded 

Arnold's exile from Rome, The Senate refused to banish their leader 

and Hadrian surprised everyone in Rome by his quick action. He at once 

14 
lay the city under an interdict. Children could be baptized and 

confessions of the dying coiold be hearti but there was to be no mass, 

communion, confirmation, marriage or extreme unction. For the first 

time, the Holy City v/as faced with the cessation of religious worship. 

For awhile the Romans held out but when Holy Week came and none of the 

usual festivities could be held nor any of the huge profits from the 

pilgrims v/ho came to Rome as in the previous years could be made, the 

clergy and people brought more pressure on the Senate than it could 

16 
bear, Arnold and his followers were expelled from Rome and on 

March 23, the interdict was removed, Hadrian, surrounded by a crowd 

of rejoicing people, went from the Leonine City to the Lateran to 

17 
celebrate the Easter festival. Hadrian's first problem had been 

brought to a conclusion v/ith a victory for the papacy. 

Gregorovius, Rome, p, 527, 

15 
Mann, Lives, IX, p, 253, 

IS 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 528, 

17 
Mann, Lives, IX, p, 254, 
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In the south, however, Hadrian was having less success. 

V/illiara I, the Bad, feared that Frederick had intentions of forcing 

the Kingdom of Tv/o Sicilies into the enpire. Coming to the throne in 

February, 1154, V/illiam tried to establish good relations with the 

papacy in order to gain a strong friend in the coming fight v/ith 

18 
Frederick. Hadrian, hov/ever, was angry because V/illlam refused to 

acknowledge the pope as his feudal lord, V/hen the negotiations failed, 

William landed at Salerno, Hadrian, fearful of V/illiam's intentions, 

sent Henry, Cardinal of St. Nereus, to talk to V/illiam, Henry, on 

meeting William, insulted him by addressing him as lord, not king, 

v/hich was a reflection on V/illiam's failure to gratify the pope, 

19 William sent the legate back with insulting remarks. V/illiam and his 

army marched to Benevento and lay siege to the city. In the process, 

he burned Ceprano, Bauco, and Frosinone to the ground cind pulled dov/n 

the walls around Aquino and Pontecor̂ /o, He also drove the monks from 

20 
Monte Cassino, For these atrocities, Hadrian excoiranunicated William 

but this had no effect on William's actions. It was not until Frederick 

21 

carae down from the north that V/illiam checked his campaigning. 

The problem of hov/ to deal with Frederick was probably the most 

perplexing of all of Hadrian's, No pope would wish for a strong 

emperor to overawe him in Italy. The question was how to gain 

•'•̂ Balzani, "Barbarossa," in C.M.H., p, 416, 

19 
Mann, Lives, IX, p. 255, 

^^Balzani, "Barbarossa," in CM.H., p. 417. 

21 „„-
•ĵ ann. Lives, IX, p. ^JO. 
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Frederick's support in destroying William and the new movement in Rome, 

affecting all of Italy, without letting the omperor become the suprone 

power. The pope needed to use Frederick's forces and still maintain 

control. 

Frederick, who v/ould prove hard to manage, had ended his first 

Italian Diet shortly before Hadrian IV became pope. Informing the 

cities that he expected to receive his ancient rights, Frederick com

manded the tv/o consuls of Mian, de Octo and Negri, to gtiide his army 

to Novara, There he said he v/ould give his judgment. The coiintry the 

Mlanese led Frederick through had been devastated during the recent 

war between Pavia and Mian. The ancient right called fodrum or sup

plying food to support the emperor's army v/as withheld and the land 

yielded nothing. The poor quality of the roads and huge rains slov/ed 

22 

the army down, making their lack of supplies more acute. The 

Germans became furious, feeling that Milan had tricked them, and 

Frederick demanded that Rosate, an outlaying fort of Mian, be abandoned 

in order that the German array might receive the supplies of the gar

rison. The garrison consisted of 500 knights v/ho were ordered by the 

consuls to return to Mian. The Mlanese feared Frederick's anger and 
23 

hoped to appease him by abandoning Rosate. After taking its sup

plies, the city was burned, which infuriated the citizens of Mian. 

Thinking they had been betrayed by their tv/o consuls, the Mlanese 

burned the house of Gerardo Negri. Tempers were running high and as 

^^Otto, Gesta, II, 13b, p. 398. 

23 
Butler, Communes, p. 102, 
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a result Frederick had a difficult time controlling his troops. 

?4 
Several Mlanese were killed near the army's path. 

After the Mlanese passion died, anxiety over the safety of 

the tov/n against Frederick's array convinced the people of the advantage 

of pacifying the emperor, Embassaries were sent to Frederick who ex

plained that the burning of Nebri's house showed the town's loyalty. 

The people destroyed the house because the consuls had betrayed their 

beloved emperor. The embassaries also offered a large tribute to 

Frederick if he would allow Mian to maintain its dominance over Lodi 

25 
and Como, The emperor was enraged over the attempted bribe and 

seized the two v/ooden bridges over the Ticlno River Milan had used to 

invade and stibjugate Novara, After crossing these, he had them de

stroyed and burned the two Mlanese fortresses, Trecate and Galliate, 

26 
which were placed to look over Novara, 

Novara, Vercelli, and Turin welcomed their liberator, Frederick, 

27 

and showered him \>d.th gifts and praise, Christmas was spent cele

brating the victory over Mian, Frederick showed great consideration 

to these tovvms which welcomed him, showing his goodness to those who 

followed him. The anperor wisely decided to be generous to his sup-
28 

porters and at the same time crushing all resistance. 

'̂̂ Otto, Gesta, II, 14, p. 398, 

^^Sismondi, Republics, p. 109. 

^^Otto, Gesta, II, 14, p. 398. 

27 
Butler, Communes, p. 102, 

28„. Sismondi, Republics, p. 109. 
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The new year 1155, found Frederick marching towards. Pavia. 

The Marquis of Montferrat and the Bishop of Asti were highly pleased 

when Frederick decided to punish Chieri and Asti for their rebellion. 

On seeing the emperor's array marching tov/ards their cities, the in

habitants of Chieri and Asti fled to the neighboring hills. Frederick 

had these two biomed to the ground. The cities had yielded large 

amounts of supplies which helped the army on its journey toward Pavia, 

Because of the tempers of the Germans, frequent fights broke out. At 

Asti, Frederick established new laws to help control his army. No 

sword v/as allov/ed in camp and anyone v/ho harmed another vras to lose a 

hand, or his head. These laws ended the German fighting in camp. 

The ambassadors from Pavia decided to use the emperor's anger 

with Mian to overthrow the city of Tortona, The Pavians complained 

to Frederick of the tyranny of Tortona, which was allied to the arch-

criminal Mian, Frederick demanded that Tortona abandon Mian and 

associate with Pavia, Mian's ally refused. Frederick, therefore, 

proscribed Tortona as a traitor since it would not abandon a seditiotis 

and evil city for one that was peaceful and loyal to the king. Pro

claiming this, Frederick moved to Bosco for the coming attack on the 

city.30 

Tortona was in a good position to defend itself against 

Frederick's attacks. Located at the foot of the Apennine Mountains, 

the city's walls v/ere built on a smooth mountain of steep rocks, v/ith 

^^Otto, Gesta, II, 15, p. 399. 

^^Ibid., II, 16, p. 399. 
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many great towers to aid the defense. The citadel was defended by 

Tortona, Mian, and several of the neighboring barons. Mian had over 

31 

tv/o hundred men at Tortona. With these great defenses and her al

lies, Tortona felt confident of v/ithstanding Frederick's assaults. 

In February, the emperor, in order to scout the defenses of 

Tortona, sent his brother, Conrad, vd.th a small force ahead of the 

main body. After investigating the city, Conrad's force camped on the 

far side of the River Scrivla, Three days later, Frederick moved oppo

site the river, but v/as unable to cross because of its flooding con

dition. The Germans rested uneasily, expecting an attack by Tortona 

on the small camp across the Scrivla, However, the attack never came 

and Frederick, when the river subsided, crossed to join Conrad, 

The assault on Tortona began with the taking of its suburbs. 

These too were protected by a wall and towers but v/ere a great deal 

more vulnerable than Tortona, Frederick took the st-iburbs on the first 

assavilt but the people in then escaped to the main citadel, adding 

32 
their strength to those already in it, 

Knov/ing the strength of the v/alls, Frederick, hoping to starve 

the city into submission, dug a huge ditch around the city cutting off 

33 

access to the open coimtry. The emperor stationed himself on the 

western side; tlie Pavians on the plains east and north; and Henry the 

Lion in the suburbs to the south. With Tortona completely surrounded. 

31 
Butler, Cgnmunes, p. 103, 

^^Otto, Gesta, II, 16, p. 399. 

33 
Butler, Communes, p. •'.03. 
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Frederick commenced to attack the walls v/ith huge machines that htirled 

h rocks and large arrov/s. Also, he placed archers, crossbov/men and 

slingers near the walls to lise their weapons.^"^ The city's food being 

cut off, the emperor settled back to watch the results. 

The result v/as that Tortona suffered greatly. This suffering 

and the desperation of being surrounded made them bolder.^^ They made 

constant sorties against the emperor's camps in which the young and 

valiant on both sides fell. Those captured by Frederick were hung to 

show the just reward for traitors, Eie Pavians suffered the greatest 

casualties in these attacks. Because of this, William of Montferrat 

was sent to lead the Pavian defense and proved quite capable. 

It was on this side also that the bitterest fighting over tlie 

water wells occurred. Frederick decided not only to stop food from 

reaching Tortona, but also to destroy its v/ater supply. He diverted 

the Ossona River, which ran through Tortona. This action forced the 

defenders to come outside the walls for water. The emperor destroyed 

all the wells but one, near the Pavian camp. Only the closeness of 

the walls to the wells, prevented him from filling this one up. After 

a great deal of fighting occurred over the well, Frederick had the 

corpses of dead men and animals throv/n into it. This, however, did 

not seem to affect Tortona's desire to drink it. Seeing this, 

Frederick had pitch and sulphiir poured into the well v;hich made the 

"̂̂ Otto, Gesta, H , 16, p. 400. 

35 
Butler, Commtmes, p. 104. 
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3S 
water bitter and therefore useless. The torment of thirst joined 

that of hunger and danger. 

With the arrival of Easter, on March 27, Frederick agreed to 

a five day truce in order to observe the festival. On Good Friday, 

the clergy of Tortona, clad in their holy vestments and carrying 

crosses, marched out of the gates, and down to Frederick's camp. Ask

ing to see the emperor, the holy men were conducted to him. Once 

there, they begged for his mercy. They asked nothing for the city, 

only for themselves. Claiming that they were not gviilty of treason, 

the priests failed to see why they shovild suffer along with the citi-

37 

zens of Tortona, Begging for the piety of the prince, they hoped 

to be allowed to go free from the foulness and pestilence of the city, 

Frederick, fearing mercy might be interpreted as weakness, refused 

their request. Informing the clergy that only unconditional surrender 

would lift the siege, he sent the terrified fathers back into the 
.4. 38 city. 

After the expiration of the truce, Frederick redoubled his 

efforts. Digging tunnels to weaken the foundations of the walls, 

Frederick hoped to end the siege and continue his journey to Rome, 

His tunnels failed, however, because the citizens of Tortona dug 

counter-tunnels, which caved in Frederick's. Finally, what assault. 

•5g 

Otto, Gesta, II, 16, p. 400. 

"̂̂ Ibid,, II, 18, p. 402. 

^^Ibid., II, 19, p. 403, 
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machines of war and tunnels failed to do, hunger .and thirst ac-

39 
complished. 

Broken by fatigue, thirst, and hunger, and plunged into utter 

despair, the people of Tortona surrendered three weeks after the Easter 

truce. The citizens v/ere allov/ed to take only those belongings they 

could carry on their backs. The defeated left their city and v/ere 

/lO 
dispersed throughout the countryside," Many, hov/ever, went to Mian 

41 
for succor. After Tortona v/as deserted, Frederick gave it to his 

army to plunder. He then had Tortona razed to the ground. 

By destroying this center of treason to the emperor's v/ord, '"j 
:< 

Frederick showed himself to be a strong man, M s enonies v/ere left * 

with no doubt as to what v/ould happen to them if they refused his , 

commands. This shov/ of force v/as absolutely necessary if only to 

give confidence to Frederick's allies, A strong onperor, v/illing to 

exert his authority in Italy, v/as welcomed by the smaller Italian 

tovms which had been tyrannized by Mian. If Frederick had not en

forced his will so strongly here at Tortona, he might have found him

self in a strange land without any friends at all, since it v/otild be 

better for Pavia, Lodi, Como and the pope to get along with the powers 

in Italy if the Holy Roman Emperor failed to have the strength to keep 

his control over all his vassals. By sparing the people, the emperor 

denonstrated that his quarrel was not v/ith the people as such, but 

39 

Butler, Communes, p. 104. 

^°Otto, Gesta, II, 20, p. 403. 

Butler, Communes, p. 104. 
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only v/ith those few v;ho v/ere determined to rob him of his pov/er. 

After this great victory, the Pavians invited Frederick to 

their city in order to receive the Iron Crown of the Lombard Kings. 

On April 17, Frederick was crowned king of the Lombards in the Church 

of St, Mchael, the site of the ancient palace of tlie Lombard kings. 

For three days there was great celebration and merry making. Soon 

Frederick left to meet Hadrian, Passing by Piacenza and Bologna, he 

crossed the Apennines through Tuscany. There he consulted v/ith the 

Pisans, whom he instructed to fit out ships to be used against William 

of Sicily. The king encamped near San Quirico to av/ait the pope. 

Hadrian, not at all certain v/hat to expect from tMs burly 

king from the north, sent three Cardinals to San Quirico to lay the 

ground rules for their meeting. Frederick graciously received the 

papal messengers and promised that he v/ould not allow any aggression 

against the pope's honor or possessions. After gaining this promise, 

the Cardinals Informed Frederick of the pope's wish to have Arnold of 

Brescia brought into custody, 

Arnold, after being expelled from Rome, had been very busy, 

43 
He v/as captured by Cardinal Odo, deacon of St, Nicholas, at Bricola, 

However, his supporters rescued him and transferred him for safe keep

ing to Campagnatico, The Viscounts of Campagnatico, Arnold's pro

tectors, lived near San Quirico, The envoys of the pope asked for 

42 
'otto, Gesta, II, 20, p. 403. 

43 
M^™^> Lives, IX, p. 256. 

44 
Ibid., IX, p. 257. 
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Frederick's assistance. Frederick, after his bad experience v/ith the 

liberal Italian political movanent at Tortona, was more than happy to 

place the Viscount under arrest until Arnold v/ould be turned over to 

him. On receiving the rebel, Frederick turned him over to the Cardi

nals, who in tiurn, gave him to the Prefect of Rome. Arnold was burned 

at the stake in the Civita Castellana. He met his death v/ithout fear 

and in silent prayer. The ashes of his body were thrown into the 

45 

Tiber to prevent the citizens of Rcane from venerating then, 

Frederick aided in the execution of a man who could have been a great 

help in the coming struggle with tlie pope, Arnold, with his ideas of 

restoring the greatness of the empire, would have proved very helpful 

in forcing the pope to involve himself with only spiritual matters. 

By aiding Arnold, Frederick could have gained the support of Rome, 

After turning Arnold over to the pope's envoys, Frederick 

refused to negotiate further until he heard from the men he had sent 

to the pope. The picture one receives during these negotiations is 

that of two great men, each fearing the strength of the other, afraid 

to meet and place themselves in each other's hands. The men Frederick 

had sent to meet v/ith the pope v/ere received cautiously by Hadrian, 

Not sure of the emperor's intentions, Hadrian acted in a suspicious 

manner, which in turn made Archbishop Arnold of Cologne and Anselm, 

archbishop-elect of Ravenna, Frederick's envoys, doubtfiol of the pope's 

intentions,^^ This mutual fear hung as a dark cloud over the meeting 

Gregorovius, Rome, p, 545, 

46 
Mann, Lives, IX, p. 259, 
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and the pope moved to the Civita Castellana, a strong Iraperviovis 

fortress. Hadrian informed the archbishops of Frederick that he could 

not address them until his envoys returned from Frederick's camp. The 

envoys from both sides met mutual frustration and so decided to return 

to their respective lords. On their journey back to their camps, the 

two groups met, exchanged information and saw the difficxd.ty of each 

position. They decided to return to their leaders and arrange the 

matters of meeting. Finally, after much difficulty over the terms of 

meeting, the confrontation of the two pov/ers in Italy was arranged. 

In accordance vd.th the arrangements, Frederick moved his army 

to Campo Grasso in Sutri and Hadrian arrived at Nepl. The German 

barons led the pope to the emperor's camp with all the respect due his 

47 

person. However, on arriving, Hadrian v/as angered vAien Frederick 

refused to hold his stirrup on dismounting. The duty of squire be

longed to the emperor to show how the empire was under the pope, 

God's vicar on earth. According to feudal custom, Frederick should 

have helped Hadrian dismount, as a vassal helps his lord, but Frederick 

did not. After a fev/ awkward moments, the pope dlsmovmted by himself. 

One can only imagine the thoughts running through Hadrian's mind. 

Since suspicion v/as already running rampant, Hadrian was fully con

vinced that treachery v/as only moments away. However, after Hadrian 

V'/as seated on the throne that Frederick provided for Mjn, the enperor 

knelt dovm and kissed the pope's feet as v/as traditional, Hadrian took 

heart from tills and decided to act haughty and not give the kiss of 

47 
Mann, Lives, IX, p, 260, 



27 

peace to Frederick as was customary, Hadrian decided to show his 

lordship over Frederick at once, ivhen Frederick v/as informed why the 

kiss was withheld, he too become angry and said that he refused to 

act as a squire to any man. These prideful men, each attempting to 

retain his authority, disputed over this requirement for the next two 

days, with the debate becoming so heated that several of Hadrian's 

4.8 
cardinals fled back to the Civita Castellana, 

Frederick, faced v/ith imminent failure to receive the crovm 

of the enpire, decided to give in to the pope's demands. The emperor 

was in a hurry to conclude his Italian journey and get back to his 

Germany, The older princes of the empire also counseled that this 

menial service was expected of an emperor, Frederick decided to up

hold tradition and moved his camp to Nepi, There the two leaders met 

once again and Frederick acted as squire. This time everything ran 
49 

smoothly. The only casualty from the first meeting was a deep dis

trust between the two. 

Making their way tov/ard Rome, Frederick and Hadrian v/ere 

stopped by a delegation from Rome, The Romans once again had visions 

of grandeur and demanded five thousand pounds of gold as tribute from 
50 the emperor. For this, the Romans would guarantee Frederick's 

safety. The feelings of Frederick are no better shown than in his 

v/ords to them: 

48 
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Is this your Roman Wisdom? Who are ye that usurp the name of 
Roman dignities? Your honours and your authority are yours 
no longer; with us are consuls, senate, soldiers. It was not 
you v/ho chose us to be rulers but Charles and Otto that 
rescued you from the Greek and the Lombard, and conquered by 
their own might the imperial crown. That Prankish might is 
still the same; wrench, if you can, the club from Hercules. 
It is not for the people to give laws to the prince, but to 
obey his command,51 

Here was not an onperor to come into a city buying his protection, 

Frederick feared nothing. Quick and decisive action v/ould soon make 

these Romans learn their place, 

V/ith the advice of the pope, Frederick sent one thousand men 

led by Cardinal Octavian, a strong supporter of the emperor, into Rome r\ 
< 

to take possession of the Leonine City, The next day, Saturday, ^ 

June 18, Frederick and his army, in full battle array, marched dovm I 

52 ? 
from Monte Mario to the steps of St, Peter's, There Frederick dis-

<( 

moiinted and entered the church to receive the prize he had so many 

months journeyed to gain. The culmination of all his travails v/as 

within his grasp at last. 

On entering the church, Frederick was met by a group of cardi

nals, who escorted the emperor to Hadrian and spoke several prayers 

over Frederick's head. Lying prostrate on the floor, the emperor was 
I 

annointed on the right arm and between the shoulders. Rising, Frederick 
attended Mass and at its conclusion, Hadrian gave him the sword and 

sceptre of the empire, Frederick took a healtliy swing with the sword 

51 
otto, Gesta, II, 21, p. 405; cf. James Bryce, "Frederick 

Barbarossa," in Readings in Medieval History, Jonathan F, Scott, ed, 
(New York: F. S. Crofts and Co., 1935), p. 257. 
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and then kne l t t© fee m§wm^ th@ Ifeiy M§ffl§n @.flp§f§g,̂ ^ Pggiegigfei 

a f t e r receiAdcg th# ©̂ ©Wff, west fe§§fe t® h4§ fe§§pg gfii Igffe |}=i@ gife^, 

people w©r© ludl^MSflt t l i s t ^ ^ t * p§mi§8im h§4 fm fe§^ §§fe§4 mi 

marched t » th@ leeffljs® Ci ty , JdUifif §@v§^§i §§ĝ fl§fl §§i i igg§, Wi&i 

FrediMdck was lJ5tfem«d ©f ^M ^mt%^ in ^}# @ity, h& §m^ M§fi^ #}§ 
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the men began to fa l l i l l , probably fjjem mQla,eia, sineo the ^ic*^ ^ ^ 

camped in wa« coveired by ewsmps. According to the Q^mana, tl\§ v^gy 
ss a i r of I ta ly v/as corrupted. 

At thio tlwa, Hadrian tried to gain Fredeiriek'g iu^p©gt in 

attacking V/illiaro of Sicily, Frederick was highly In fav©g| fe«fe hia 

army had been decimated by the fever and hla barons we^e eliffla^iflf tQ 
59 

return to Germany, Frederick finally gave in and ibanden§d hi i ii@§ 

of fighting William. Traveling on, Frederick and Hadrian s§pi^§fe§a §fe 

Tivoli, Though s t i l l friends, the two were digappointed in th§ i?§« 

suits of the i r al l iance, Hadrian had hoped for someone t© d§f§§t 

wilUani and Frederick had thought the pope's Influenee would htv§ fm4s 

I ta ly an easier paAze» 

After leaivlBg tiie pope, the eaperor took his aswy feg^fe up th# 

Apemines Mountains aisd csEnped* Sending men to ipol^to t© edii§@t 

supplies for tJie ataiy, FrederlcJ: was incensed vjhon they g^imsmd w i ^ 

notMng. Gathering Ms stai, tiie e^iperor moved on ^i« e i ty , Whl^ 

fbolishly sent i t s troops cut of Spoleto to mset ^ « att€«5fe# fw§4^i^*§ 

soldiers crushed liie army of Spoleto, which t/lldly rrsh^l l38d€ fefe^ 

Ifee c i t y . BeSare fee gates could be closed, ths Gft-«n/in« jx>ui?§(S i » f̂id 

nlTandered ber . arakir^ a l l they could carry, thd .?old:t̂ gi§ <5# fm4^:^ 

put; SpoOLeto t o tfee torcfe. The d t i z ^ i s of ift^ City £ 1 ^ iftb/5 feF^S 

UBaoniains, ^^ece tftey led a pife^le esclst^ftce, I'hfS (̂ip<&-(j<̂>f afel-^mpt^ 

taai rsnaln near tfre c i ty to enable his men to r s s t fcut tfc« ^^t-J was 

CttjOe (Sesta., H , 23, p . 407. 

A ' • 
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too tmcomfortable. Once again the army had to inarch v/ithout ade

quate rest. 

On their journey, the army passed by Campania. Here Frederick 

was pleased to see Robert of Capua, a supporter of the anperor, regain 

his leadership of the city. The same thing occurred v/hen Frederick 

passed Apulia, v/here Andrew, Count of Apulia, took control of his 

61 

city. Frederick's harsh treatment of Spoleto had served as an ob

ject lesson and the smaller cities heeded it v/ell. Frederick's of

ficials were allowed to enter and command those cities that did not 

have the courage to challenge the emperor. 

The diseased array began to suffer greatly from the burning 

heat. Reaching Ancona, several barons begged to be allov/ed to return 

home in ships available. Seeing no reason to force these to continue, 

62 

Frederick disbanded that portion of his army v/hich v/anted to leave. 

Also at Ancona, tlie Byzantine Emperor, Manuel Comnenus, through enls-

saries, offered money to Frederick to fight against William of Sicily, 

v/ho Comnenus regarded as a troublema]cer. Frederick v/as forced to de-

cline the offer since his army v/as rapidly disintegrating. 

Crossing the Italian plain, Frederick camped near Verona, The 

treacherous citizens of tliis city pretended to help the emperor by 

building a bridge of boats across the Adige River. VJhen Frederick's 

^^Otto, Gesta, II, 23, p. 408. 

•̂'•Ibid., II, 24, p. 408. 

Ibid., II, 24, p. 409. 

^^Balzani, "Barbarossa," in C.M.H., p. 422, 
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army attempted to cross the river using this bridge, the Veronese 

floated huge trees down, attempting to break the links between tlie 

boats and to drov/n Frederick's soldiers. This attempt was unsuc

cessful and the army crossed safely. On seeing this, the Veronese 

charged across the bridge in an attanpt to follov/. The bridge col

lapsed and many of the rebels drov/ned. Frederick next had to attempt 

to negotiate a narrow mountain pass. On one side was the Adige and 

on the other were cliffs. On the cliff side was an area that controlled 

the passage. This v/as held by the army of Verona, After several un

successful attempts to get through, Frederick sent ©nissaries to reason H 

v/ith the Veronese, The enemy troops refused to listen and Frederick 
1 

64 J 
camped for tlie night. Selecting tv/o htuidred men, Frederick had thoti j 

i 
climb up to the plateau and attack. The rebels v/ere caught unaware 

and slaughtered. All but ti'/elve of the army v/ere killed in the fight. 

The others were hung. 

Once through the Valley of the Trent and back by Brixen, 

Frederick hastened to conclude his journey. In Septoiiber, 1155, he 

crossed into Bavaria with a very tired and small army. The enperor 

v/as once more in Germany, 

The reasons that Frederick's journey had not been totally 

successful were threefold. His feudal army could not be kept to

gether long enough to break dov/n all the resistance in Italy. Since 

a fortified tov/n was impregnable to assault, the only v/ay to take one 

'̂*Otto, Gesta, II, 25, p. 409. 

^^Ibido, II, 26, p. 410. 
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was by starving it into submission. This required more time than 

Frederick could afford to spend. The climate of Italy had bad ef

fects on the Germans which robbed them of their strength. In short, 

if a city could hold out for six months it would be safe. The 

Italian cities realized this and began preparing themselves, 

Frederick's major advantage lay in the fact he could utilize the 

mutual hostility of the cities to weaken each other, Frederick 

had not given up. He was also preparing for the next journey. 

1 
< 
"1 



CHAPTER III 

VICTORY 

Frederick's departure from Italy left Hadrian in a precarious 

position. The pope's problem v/ith V7illiam of Sicily and with the city 

of Rome had not been solved. The much needed help he had expected 

from Frederick was not received. This left Hadrian very disappointed. 

Attempting to improve the situation in southern Italy, Hadrian allied 

himself with the barons of Apulia, v/ho v/ere in revolt against V/illiam. 

The pope also turned to the emperor in the east. Manual, v/ho offered 

to send Greek troops into the south for three of the coastal cities of j 

1 
southern Italy, Hadrian accepted. The barons in revolt pleaded for ') 

the pope to come and lend his support to their struggle. Hadrian 

gathered his forces and marched to Benevento. 

VJilliam was alarmed at the pope's growing strength and decided 

to try to regain the pope's favor. Hadrian's confidence of ultimate 

victory made hira send William's envoys away without any fruitful ne

gotiations. V/illiam then moved his army to meet the Greeks and soundly 

defeated them. V/hen the pope learned of this, he knew his cause was 

lost. The rebels of Apulia melted away, leaving the pope alone to meet 

2 

V/illiam's victorious army. Hadrian and Roland, his Chancellor, met 

V/illiam at Benevento on June 18, 1156, and there concluded the terms 

of their agreement. Hadrian was forced to recognize V/illiam as the 

Mann, Lives, IX, p. 272; cf. Tout, Empire, p. 253. 

2 
Mann, Lives, IX, p. 274. 
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King of Sicily, Apulia, and Capxia, For these lands, William did 
4 

homage to the pope. Hadrian's problem in southern Italy was settled 

somewhat unsatisfactorily for the pope. 

After this defeat, Hadrian decided to conclude his fight with 

Rone, By accepting the Roman Commune, he was allowed to return to the 

5 

Holy City in late JUne, Since Hadrian did not return to the city on 

his own terms, this was also considered a defeat. Hadrian had met 

his problems in Italy without the help of Frederick. The defeats suf

fered by Hadrian made hira angiry with the emperor, since Frederick had 

prcstiised to protect and support the pope. The air was becoming heavy "1 
< 

v/ith anger and mistrust between the pope and the emperor, « 

Frederick was also angry. The terms made with William were i 

against those of the Treaty of Constance, made by Eugenius and later 
,1' 

approved by Hadrian, Frederick felt that the pope had betrayed his 

v/ord. Adding to the breaking of the treaty, was a picture of the 

pope. In which the Emperor Lothalre is receiving the crown of the 

QKipire in a very subservient manner. Since Frederick felt that Hadrian 

v/as attonpting to weaken the emperor's position within the empire, he 

nat\irally resented this pictxire possessed by the pope, Hadrian had 

promised to renove the picture, but Frederick later fotind out that the 
g 

picture remained in the Holy City. This may seem like a small matter. 
3 
Mann, Lives, IX, p. 275. 
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but at this time of strained relations, it made the emperor extranely 

angry. 

During this time of ill feelings, the Sv/edish Archbishop of 

Lund, Eskill, returning from a visit to Rome,'' was seized in Burgundy 

by one of the robber barons infesting the area, Hadrian, enraged that 

one of his cardinals could be held captive in a part of the Holy Roman 

Empire, appealed to Frederick to obtain Eskill«s release. Frederick 

failed to do this and so Hadrian decided to send Roland his Chancellor 

and Cardinal Bernard of San Clemente to the Imperial Diet being held 

at Besancon, in order to bring this matter to Frederick's attention ^ 

3 
once more, "^ 

1 
At this Diet, assembled in the middle of October, 1157, the ,̂  

1 
envoys of Hadrian were received v/ith the great honor due their person, f 
Roland began his speech with "our most blessed father, Pope Hadrian, 

salutes you, and the College of Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, he 

9 

as father, they as brethren," This introduction brought an ill feel

ing to the group. By saying that the cardinals v/ere the brethren of 

the emperor, Roland implied that they were equal to Frederick, which 

v/ould mean that the pope v/as over the ojnperor as he was over the cardi

nals. The tumult that resulted from this had barely died down when 

Rainald, the Chancellor of the Empire, began to read the letter of 

Hadrian's presented by the envoys. Rainald translated the letter from 

Hill, Diplomacy, p. 283. 
g 

Mann, Lives, IX, p. 286. 

^Otto, Gesta, III, 8, p, 420. 
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Latin into German for the benefit of the German princes. When he read 

the following sentence, the princes of the realm rose and shouted out 

their fury: 

Nor do v/e regret that we fulfilled in all respects the ardent 
desires of your heart; but if Your Excellency had received 
still greater benefits (beneficia) at our hand, in consider
ation of the great increase and advantage that might through 
you accrue to the Church of God and to us, we v/ould have 
rejoiced, not without Reason,•'•̂  

The word "beneficia" implied that the empire was a fief of the pope's 

to be given to whomever he wished. The princes of the empire were 

angry because they knew that they chose the emperor and the pope merely 

crowned him. When they expressed their displeasure at the pope's let- J 

ter, Roland retorted: "From whom then does he have the empire, if not "J 

from oiu: lord, the pope," Otto of V/ittelsbach, that strong defender ,' 

of the emperor, threatened Roland with his sword and might have harmed 

the chancellor of the Chvirch, if not for Frederick's intervention. 

The emperor ordered Roland and Bernard to return to Rome, neither stop

ping nor leaving a straight path, 

Frederick, in order to present his case to the German bishops, 

published a letter throughout the realm. In this letter he told of 

the haughtiness of the papal delegates and their attempt to place the 

empire totally under the pope. Frederick also told of letters found 

in the possession of Roland to strip the altars of the German Churches 

of their treasure if the emperor did not follow the pope's instructions. 

^°Otto, Gesta, III, 8, p. 421; cf. Ernest P. Henderson, Select 
Historical Documents of the Middle Ages, (London: George Bell & Sons, 
1892), p. 410. 
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The German bishops decided to support the emperor in the controversy. 

V̂ /hen Hadrian learned of the manner in v/hich his ambassadors 

were received in his attempt to obtain the freedom of Eskill, he sent . 

a letter to the German bishops to explain the papal side of the argu

ment. In this letter, he said that the Church v/as the head of all and 

everyone must follow its instructions. Also, Frederick must do penance 

12 

for his mistreatment of the papal envoys. Tne German bishops replied 

that the Church could never degrade the crown of the empire. They 

demanded that the pope stop attempting to destroy the empire and allow 
13 

it to continue to protect and exalt the Church. -I 
1 

Frederick, deciding that a journey down into Italy was neces- ĵ  

sary to end the troubles occurring there, moved to Augsburg and began i| 

gathering his feudal levies. He sent his chancellor, Rainald, and 

Otto of Wittelsbach into Italy to prepare the way for his coming. 

These tv/o were grandly received in Rivoli, Verona, Mantua, Cremona, 

and Pavia. At these places, they obtained an oath of fidelity for 
14 

the emperor and the cities swore to assist the expedition. 

Hadrian, learning that Frederick's array's arrival in Italy was 

imminent, relented his position and decided to send Cardinal Henry of 

St. Nereus and Cardinal Hyacinth of St. Mary to meet with Frederick 

•'••'•otto, Gesta, III, 10, p. 422; cf. Henderson, Select Documents, 

p. 412. 

•"•̂ Otto, Gesta. Ill, 16, p. 426; cf. Henderson, Select Documents, 

p. 414. 

^^Otto, Gesta, III, 16, p. 426; cf. Henderson, Select Documents, 

p. 416. 

l^Otto, Gesta, III, 19, p. 427, 
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and settle their dispute. Henry and Hyacinth met Frederick at 

16 

Augsburg and delivered the letter of the pope. The letter explained 

that beneficia should have been translated to read "good deed," in

stead of fief. This v/ould change the entire meaning of the letter 

received at Besacon. The letter v/ould now read that the pope v/ould 
17 

continue to give good things to the emperor as v/as the pope's duty. 
Frederick was not fooled by this changing of the meaning of one word, 

18 
but since he did not wish the pope to join his enemies in Italy, he 

19 accepted the letter and guaranteed peace and friendship to the pope. 

During the time Frederick and Hadrian were fighting, Milan 

had been busy. The Milanese had rebuilt Tortona and again attempted 

to conquer northern Italy. By attacking those cities that supported j 

the emperor, Milan hoped to weaken the position Frederick woixLd be In 

vihen he arrived in Italy, I4ilan took territory from Novara, Pavia, 

and Como. She also constructed a large canal around the city to pro-

20 
tect her from the expected siege of Frederick. Marching on Lodi, 

Milan came upon unexpected opposition. Lodi refused to take the oath 

of allegiance to Milan, The Milanese dealt harshly v/ith Lodi, burning 

Mann, Lives, IX, p, 292, 

•'•̂ Otto, Gesta, III, 22, p. 429. 

•'•'̂ Ibid,, III, 22, p. 430. 

•"•̂ Balzani, "Barbarossa," in C.M.H., p. 426. 

•'•^Otto, Gesta, I I I , 23, p . 430. 

20 
But ler , Corrmunes, p . 106. 
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its villages and carrying off all its movable property. After com

pletely destroying Lodi, the Milanese prepared to meet Frederick. 

The army Frederick had gathered at Augsburg was too large to 

march together into Italy. The emperor divided the army into four 

22 
groups, sending each by a different route. He placed the Bohemians 

as the advanced guard, led by Vladislav of Bohemia, whom the emperor 

23 

had just given the title of King of Bohemia. These troops were the 

first to encounter the rebellious Italians. Brescia attempted to stop 

the passage of the Bohemians, but v/as easily routed. For this action, 
24 

Brescia was forced to pay a large sum to the emperor as punishment. 
1 

At Brescia, Frederick halted and allov/ed all his army to gather. < 
Ik 

During this halt, Frederick ordered Milan to appear and give I 
I 

account of its actions. The Mlanese, however, failed to appear, I* 
Milan was proclaimed an enemy of the empire and Frederick prepared to 

25 
march on her. In these preparations, Frederick ordered that there 

26 
was to be no burning or plundering unless ordered to do so. This 

was an attempt to keep his army disciplined and orderly, something 

very rare for these times. 

21 
Butlerj Communes, p. 106. 

^^Otto, Gesta, III, 25, p. 430. 

23 
C. W, Frevite-Orton, The Shorter Cambridge Medieval History 

Vol. I (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1952), p. 567. 

^^Otto, Gesta, III, 25, p. 431; cf. Butler, Communes, p. 106. 

^^Ibid., III, 27, p. 433. 

?6 
" Ibid., Ill, 26, p. 432. 
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After v/aiting several days, Frederick moved on l-lilan. March

ing as far as the Adda River, the army v/as forced to halt because of 

its flood condition. On the far side of the river v/ere one thousand 

Milanese horsemen, who felt that they could prevent Frederick's army 

from crossing the Adda. However, Vladislav, King of Bohemia, charged 

across the river and the Milanese, not expecting such a bold move, 

27 

fled. By July 24, 1158, the entire army had moved across the Adda, 

The army that Frederick commanded v/as the largest that Italy 

had seen for several hundred years. All the Lombard cities, except 

Crena and Tortona, had contributed men. Even Piacenza, a strong ally ^ 
of Milan, had supplied one hundred horsemen. The entire army numbered 

one hundred thousand foot soldiers and fifteen thousand cavalry. 

V/ith an army of this size, Frederick believed that he could force the 

cities into doing his l̂ dll. 

The Germans quickly seized the fortress of Trezzo, a strong 

29 

defensive position of Milan. A group of Germans, numbering about 

one thousand, rashly charged one of the main gates of Milan. The 

Milanese quickly charged out of the city and slaughtered the small 

group of Germans. Frederick was enraged and ordered that there be no 
30 

further such actions. Any needless loss of men v/ould be severely 

punished. 

1 
28 ^ 

'̂'otto, Gesta, III, 29, p. 434; cf. Butler, Communes, p, 106. 

28 

Butler, Communes, p. 107. 

^^Otto, Gesta, III, 30, p, 434. 

Ibid., Ill, 31, p, 435. 
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By August 6, Milan was STorrounded, There v/ere strong camps 

at each of Mian's seven gates and a wall with a deep moat was built 

31 
around each to protect them from sorties from the city. The siege 

soon began to take on the patteim of attack and counter-attack. The 

Mlanese v/ould attempt to break the encirclement and the Germans v/ould 

push them back into their city. The King of Bohemia inflicted a par-

32 
t i c u l a r l y crushing defeat on the Mlanese, v/ho attacked h is camp. 

Otto of V/ittelsbach made a night assaul t on the c i t y and was almost 

33 
successful, penetrating the outer defenses before being throv/n back. 

Frederick v/as everywhere trying to find a weak spot. The ^ 
1 

garrison of Milan would follow him as he journeyed around the city, f 
1 

for they feared an attack v/here he went. In these travels around the ^ 
I 

c i t y , Frederick decided to attack a tov/er out from the c i t y v/alls. 
h 

From this tov/er, the camps of Frederick and the city of Mian could ': 

be observed. After several attempts to take the tower v/ere repelled, 

Frederick had his men begin breaking dovm the foundations of the 
34 

tower. The garrison, cut off from all help, surrendered. This 

capture of the tower allov/ed the Germans to observe all the actions 

in the city, making siirprise attacks by the Mlanese very difficult. 

The fierceness of the fighting at Milan was also being dupli

cated in the surrounding territory. The Pavians and Cremonese v/ere 

"̂'•Otto, Gesta, III, 34, p. 435. 

^^Ibid., III, 34, p. 436. 

I ^\bid,, III, 35, p. 436. 

34 
Ot to, Gesta, III, 38, p. 438; cf. Butler, Communes, n. 108. 
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scene, signed the agreonent and great rejoicing began.^'' After this 

great victory, Frederick allowed a large part of his army to return 

38 

to Germany and marched the rest to Monza. 

After this great siege, the army would liked to have rested, 

but Verona attacked a royal castle at Garda and Frederick quickly 

moved his array into the territory of Verona and burned and plvindered 

several villages as punishment. Frederick demanded hostages from all 

the cities to keep lawlessness from occurring. The strength of the 

emperor at this time is shovm by the fact that all the cities sent 

their hostages to Frederick. None of the cities in Italy v/anted to ^ 

1 
disobey the emperor after the defeat of Mian. Frederick beoan the » 

1 

rebuilding of Lodi and announced that a neii/ Imperial Diet VIBS to be f 

held at Roncaglia, November 11, to determine the rights of the empire. 

Frederick moved to the Po River and fortified his camp at 

39 

Roncaglia. On November 11, the Diet began and v/ith the help of 

fOTor celebrated Doctors of Lav/ from Bologna, Bulgar, Ifer±in, Jaiaes 

and Hugo, attempted to drav/ up a doctjment that v/otild define the rights 

of all in the anpire. Tv/o consuls from each of the cities were to 

assist in the debates. Never so strong was Frederick's power as at 

this meeting. All feared the emperor and v/lshed to please hini. Zvea 

the Archbishop of Milan said that the emperor was the sole las/giver 

3̂ < 

38. 

39. 

Otto, Gesta, H I , 43, p. 441, 

Wd., HI, 44, p. 442. 

Wd., m , 45, p, 442, 
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and that the will of the anperor was to be the law of the people. ̂ ° 

The document drav/n up at this Diet v/as an attenpt to establish order 

and control in a country that was sadly lacking in both. The ad

ministration of justice was taken away from the elected consuls and 

given to the podesta, v/ho was to be appointed, nominated, and in

vested by the emperor. This podesta could not be a citizen of the 

town he was placed in. In this manner, it v/as believed that complete 

impartiality could be achieved in law cases. These men v/ere to be 

above the graft that the consuls of the towns were involved in. 

Edward Hulme believes that the podesta was a remarkable innovation: H 

? 
The Podesta v/as the first attempt of the imperial authority t 
to dispense with feudalism and substitute in its stead a ||> 
modern system of administration by royal officials.42 |[;̂  

W. P. Butler describes the system as "an effective government, dis- ll!] 

43 '̂''' 

pensing justice and maintaining order..." in which the emperor's !£ 

v/ord was lav/. These podestas would help maintain the peace. 

Frederick v/as also given the imperial regalia, which were 

certain feudal obligations that the Lombard cities had been ac

customed to withholding. These consisted of fodnmi or supplies for 

the army, tolls on the products of the markets, mints, mills, 

fisheries, use of running water, roads, gates, and a personal tax. 

Frederick offered to exempt any city from these rights if it could 

'^^tto, Gesta, IV, 5, p. 447. 

"̂ •""Butler, Communes, p, 109; cf, Sismondi, Republics, p, 113. 

'^^Edward M. Hulme, The Middle Ages (New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1938), p. 524. 

Butler, Communes, p. 111. 
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show a grant of one of his predecessors allowing the city freedom from 

44 
the imperial rights. Most of the Lcsnbard cities did not have these 

grants and had only usvuT>ed the imperial rights. These cities were 

forced to obey the anperor and give him the rights he lawfully pos

sessed, 

Frederick also demanded that all v/arfare stop between the 

cities. Their disputes v/ould be judged by himself or his judges,^^ 

In his findings, Frederick ordered that Piacenza be defortified, by 

filling in her moat and destroying her tov/ers. He also ordered Crema 

to dismantle its fortifications and Mian v/as forced to give up the 

1 
city of Monza. Trezzo was given a permanent German garrison to v;atch C 

46 I 
over the actions of Mian, In this manner, Frederick hoped to • 

I 
v/eaken the cities that might shov/ hostility in the future. 

The Diet of Roncaglia showed the strength of Frederick after 

the surrender of Mian. The cities v/ere forced to accept the rulings 

of Frederick's judges, even though they felt the emperor v/as tisurping 

their rights. The Diet of Roncaglia stated that all the rights and 

pov/ers of the empire belonged to the emperor. This meant that cities 

had lost all rights and lived only by the will of the emperor. This 

would be fought against later, but at the time of issuing, there was 

not a pov/er in Italy strong enough to combat this idea. 

After settling his rights at the Diet, Frederick moved into 

^'*Otto, Gesta, IV, 5, p. 447; cf. Butler, Camsiunes, p. 110. 

^ "^^Otto, Gesta, IV, 6, p. 447. 

^^Otto, Gesta, IV, 8, p. 450; cf. Sismondi, Republics, p. 114. 
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the rich part of Italy, untouched by the war. He spent Christmas, 

1158, in Alba and sent troops out into Tuscany and the coastal region 

to collect the supplies the cities were required to give under the 

47 

right of fodrum. Frederick also sent his men into the areas con

trolled by the chiirch to exert his imperial rights. j 

Pope Hadrian had been watching the developnents in northern 

Italy with much misgivings. The fact that the emperor was strong 

enough to force his will on this rebellious section of Italy meant 

that he might come down to Rome and try to do the same thing, Hadrian 

was not about to submit the church to the rights demanded by the ' ^ 

emperor, ;#ien Frederick's fodrum collectors began arriving on chxarch J 

48 I 

lands, the pope wrote the emperor and objected. Hadrian informed ' 

the emperor that the bishops of the church did not have feudal obli

gations to the emperor. These bishops had to give only an oath of 

fidelity to Frederick, not homage by giving fodrxim. The pope also 

complained that Frederick had no right to send ambassadors to the 
49 

Roman Senate without the pope's permission. This letter of Hadrian's 

made Frederick furious. The Diet of Roncaglia had just defined the 

imperial rights and Frederick donanded to have all of then. When 

Hadrian refused to confirm Guido, son of the Count of Biandrate, as 

Bishop of Ravenna, Frederick broke relations v/ith the pope by refusing 
47 
Otto, Gesta, IV, 10, p. 450. 

48 
Ibid., IV, 15, p. 454. 

49 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 558, 
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50 
to meet v/ith the pope's envoys, Hadrian entered into negotiations 

with the northern cities in which he urged them to revolt against the 

emperor. Mian and her allies were eager to rise against the believed 

tyranny of Frederick. 

Rainald and Otto v/ere sent to Mian to install the podesta. The 

Mlanese, angry because the diet had broken the treaty Frederick had 

signed v/ith Milan earlier, began rioting at the entry of Frederick's 

men and they v/ere forced to flee. Frederick v/as at Occimiano when 

he learned of the treachery of Mian, On February 2, 1159, he placed 

52 
the Ban of the Empire on Mian. On February 7, Frederick ordered •! 

1 
Mian to send representatives to Marengo to explain its actions. The I* 

9 
men sent by Mian insul ted the emperor and had to f lee back to Mian . |l 

I 

Frederick was forced to send to Germany for another army to be as-

53 
sembled. He in t rus ted t h i s task to Henry the Lion. 

Vrtiile v/aiting for h is nex-i army to be assembled, Frederick f o r t i -

54 
fled Verruca, Serralonga and the new Lodi, built under his direction. 

On April 5, he entered Piacenza with a small force and forced it to 

55 
agree to support him in the contest with Milan. Retviming to 

Bologna, Frederick summoned Mian to appear before a bar of justice. 

^°Otto, Gesta, IV, 18, p. 455, 

•̂'•Ibid., IV, 21, p. 457. 

^^Ibid., IV, 23, p. 458. 

Ibid., IV, 26, p. 460. 

^^Ibid., IV, 27, p. 460. 

^^Ibid., IV, 28, p. 461. 
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made up of the Judges of Bologna, in order to hear its case, Mian 

refused to appecir and was condemned as a traitor, Hadrian sent legates 

to this meeting and again condonned Frederick's actions concerning the 

collection of fodrum in church lands. Frederick offered to allow the 

Judges of Bologna to decide the problem but the pope's legates re

fused. Frederick told the legates that he would agree that no fodrum 

shovild be collected if they could prove to him that the palaces ovmed 

by the bishops were not built on imperial land, which v/as all the land 

in the Holy Rcxnan Empire. He also stated that: 

•t 
.,,ambassadors are not to be sent by the emperor to the City, j 
since all the magistrates there, together v/ith all their ;' 
regalia, are under the jurisdiction of the blessed Peter. i 
This is, I admit, a great and serious matter, v/hich requires 
more serious and more mature consideration. For since, by 
divine ordinance, I am emperor of Rome and am so styled, I 
have merely the appearance of ruling and bear an utterly 
empty name, lacking in meaning, if authority over the city 
of Rome should be torn from my grasp,56 

Frederick was not the type of anperor to stand by calmly and watch 

his power being taken away from him. The bitter sarcasm of his remarks 

displays the nimbleness of his mind. The papal legates returned to 

Rome and informed Hadrian of the emperor's remarks. Hadrian now gave 

up all hope of a reconciliation v/ith Frederick. The pope then began 

earnest negotiations with the rebellious nortliem cities. In 

August, 1159, Hadrian promised the cities in rebellion that he v/ould 

excommunicate Frederick in return for their support. Mian, Brescia, 

Piacenza, and Crema agreed to the terras. The pope and the church 

had at last allied thenselves against the emperor, sworn to the 

56 Otto, Gesta, IV, 30, p. 462. 
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church's protection, with the rebels to the north.^^ 

Mian, now with the pope's support, marched on the German gar

rison at Trezzo on April 13. The Germans defended the castle for 

three days before it fell to assault. The anperor's troops were taken 
CO 

captive and the castle v/as burned and destroyed. Frederick took his 

small array, supplied to him by the friendly Italian cities, into the 

territory of Mian and ravaged the area. The Italian allies of 

Frederick greatly enjoyed destroying the lands of Mian. They wasted 

the fields, destroyed vineyards, uprooted the fig trees, and cut down 

all the fruit trees around the city of Mian. The Mlanese sent out f 
I 

troops to stop this plundering and destroying, but Frederick's army " 

caught this Mlanese force and completely routed it. At the same time, ? 

five hundred Mlanese were attacking Lodi. The Mlanese managed to 

capture the cattle of Lodi and began to take than to Mian. The German 
59 garrison at Lodi pursued the bandits and recapttired the stolen goods. 

Once again the Mlanese land was plundered. 

Mian's ally, Brescia, became bolder and decided to attack 

Cremona. The attack v/as doomed to failure when the Crononese learned 

of it and set up an ambush for the army of Brescia, The troops of 

Brescia were caught in the trap and severely punished. This expedition 

ended Brescia's offensive actions. The balance of power remained 

57 
Annales Medlolanenses in Monijmenta Germaniae Mstorica, 

Scriptores, Vol. XVIII, Georgius Heinricus Pertz, ed. (Stuttgart: 
Anton Mersemann, 1963), 18, p. 368; cf. Butler, Communes, p. 115. 

^^Otto, Gesta, IV, 32, p. 463. 

^^Ibid., IV, 34, p. 464. 
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equal throughout these battles. Neither side could acquire the needed 

force to drive the other into submission. Frederick had time in his 

favor, since an army was being formed in Germany that would give the 

necessary margin for victory. In June, 1159, Frederick decided to 

dismiss his Italian troops to give them a much needed rest before the 

German army arrived and the new offensive began. 

61 
On July 20, 1159, the anticipated army arrived. Frederick, 

however, believed that Mian v/as still too strong to be attacked. He 

felt tliat first the city had to be weakened by attacking its allies 

and stopping all support Mian might receive from them. The emperor | 
I 

decided to force Crema to give up her alliance v/ith Mian and ordered 
\r 

her to do so. Crema refused and Frederick ordered Cremona, along ••\ 

with part of the German army to attack the city and force her to obey 

62 
him. Tlie emperor and the rest of his army moved into the territory 

of Mian and began a systematic destruction of the entire surrounding 

country to eliminate completely all source of supply for the rebels 

inside Mian. 

Cremona began the attack on Crema with great enthusiasm. The 

emperor's city v/as gratified to know that at long last it was striking 

a blow against those cities that had oppressed her. On arriving at 

Crema, the emperor's troops were forced to fight a battle before the 

enemy's v/alls and were successful in driving the army of Crema back 

Otto, Gesta, IV, 35, p. 454. 

61 
Ibid., IV, 38, p. 465. 

62 
Ibid., IV, 39, p. 465. 
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into their city. After this fight, the Cremonese array surrounded the 

city and began the siege. 

At this time, envoys from the city of Rome appeared in 

Frederick's camp and asked him to end the hostilities betv/een the Holy 

City and the anperor. They were grandly received and Frederick gladly 

accepted their peace offers. Otto of V/ittelsbach v/as sent to Rome to 

discuss the terms with the Roman senate. Arriving at Rcane, Otto v/as 

go 

graciously v/elcomed and negotiations began. 

While these negotiations v/ere being held, Frederick decided 

to attonpt to draw the Mlanese out of their city. On July 15, he 

sent the Pavians close to the city walls in hopes the Milanese v/ould 

attack than. The Mlanese did as he hoped, but the Pavians v/ere 

almost all killed in the attack. Frederick's group then attacked the 
64 

Mlanese from the rear emd destroyed the entire party. This victory 

over Mian greatly weakened its defenses and dishearteied the city of 

Crona, still under siege. 

Frederick's chances for success v/ere further iss^xxuved ^Snest on 

September 1, Hadrian died at Anagni, before he could excotrnnmicate 

the emperor. The death of Hadrian gave Frederiudc an opportunity to 

influence the selection of the next pope. Erederlck hoped that a 

strong imperial supporter would be chosen. Cardinal Octs^fian ^as the 

natural choice, since Cardinal Octavian led the in̂ jerlal iiiterest 

groiQ) of bishops. Otto of Wittelsbadi and the im^pecS^H jiarty of 

63 
( 

64. 
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Octavian stayed in contact. The election of the pope V'/as held by 

secret ballot. Roland received the most. There v/as no clear majority 

and so for three days the problan v/as debated. At the end of the 

debate, on September 7, Roland v/as accepted by most of the electors 

and had the pope's mantle placed on him, Octavian, in a fit of 

anger, grabbed it and threw it upon his ovm shoulders. The supporters 

of Roland quickly took it away from him, but he had another brought to 

66 
him. Octavian then proclaimed himself the nev/ pope, Victor TV. 

Several of the lesser clergy, thinking the election v/as over and 

Octavian had actually been selected, also proclaimed him pope. At 

this time, a group of armed men rushed into the room and gathered 

67 

around Roland's follov/ers. For the next nine days, Roland and his 

cardinals were held captive. However, at the end of this time, they 

seciored their release because Victor had fled the city. The Remans 

were angry about the disputed election and had caused such dis

turbances that Victor feared for his life. On obtaining his release, 

Roland had to flee the city for the Romans seened to be angry at both 
68 

parties. On September 20, 1159, Roland was consecrated at Ninfa as 
69 

Alexander III. Victor was consecrated at Farfa, October 4. The 

Chiirch universal now had two popes. It depended on Frederick's 

66 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 18. 

^"^Mann, Lives, X, p. 19; cf. Boson, "Alexandre III," in 
Le Liber Pontificalis, Vol. II, L'Abbe L. Duchesne, ed. (Paris: n.p., 
1955) p. 397. 

Mann, Lives, X, p. 22, 

Gregorovius, Rome, p. 567. 
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stubborness v/hether this schism v/ould continue. Alexander had been 

fairly elected and consecrated. 

The emperor refused to acknov/ledge defeat. He supported 

Victor's claim to be pope. Frederick knew that Hadrian had been about 

to excommunicate the emperor. If Frederick allowed Roland to become 

pope, the excommionication would be decreed. In order to stop this and 

place a man v/ho would follow the emperor's will as pope, Frederick was 

70 
forced to recognize Victor as the true pope. A gamble had to be 

taken in order to obtain the support of the chixrch in the emperor's 

fight with the rebellious Lombard cities. 

In this fight, Frederick was forced to move his entire army 

to Crema. The Germans were so successful in destroying the supply 

capability of the Mlanese country, that the imperial troops soon 

found themselves without food. The emperor decided to go to Crona 

and reduce it v/ith his whole force. However, at Crema, with its 

double v/alls and deep ditches, the emperor did not find the quick 

victory he wanted. After several attacks, Frederick became dis

heartened and left the camp. The troops of Crema saw the emperor's 

departure and decided to attack what they believed to be a leaderless 

camp. Frederick, hearing the noise of the attack, returned and led 

the defense. The battle lasted all day and only ended after the 

71 
emperor pushed his enemies back into the city. 

The allies of Frederick v/ere so enraged at Crema that they 

beheaded most of their prisoners. When the people of Crema saw this. 

70 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 24. 

Otto, Gesta, IV, 45, p. 457. 
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they began hanging the prisoners they had captured. Frederick, in

stead of stopping such atrocities, became angry and commanded that all 

72 
the prisoners be hvmg. The Cremanese even beheaded their prisoners 

73 

and threw the heads into the city. Frederick decided to attach the 

children captiired from the city to his attack tov/ers, in hope that the 

parents of Crema v/ould keep the troops from firing at them, lirtien the 

towers v/ere pushed tov/ards the city's walls, the German troops could 

hear the wailing of the parents, but the troops inside the city at

tacked the towers and defeated the assault. As a result, the children 
74 

were killed. Huge towers v/ith drawbridges on top v/ere then con

structed. These had archers in the lower levels to prevent the de

fenders of Crema from burning them as they v/ere pushed to the walls. 

As these machines were being built, Frederick gained information that 

Piacenza v/as sending grain to Mian and troops to Crema. On learning 
75 

this, the emperor proclaimed Piacenza an enemy of the onpire. 
Frederick then ordered a general attack on Crema. The attackers. 

fought their way past the outer wall but were imable to capture the 

76 
city. The citizens of Crema v/ere so frightened and dismayed that 

their outer wall had fallen, they sent envoys to Frederick to discuss 

terms of surrender. The envoys explained to the emperor that the 

"̂ Ôtto, Gesta, IV, 46, p. 468. 

73 

Butler, Communes, p. 117, 

'̂ '̂ Otto, Gesta, IV, 46, p. 468; cf. Butler, Communes, p. 117. 

''̂ Otto, Gesta, IV, 49, p. 469; cf. Sismondi, Republics, p. 115. 
nc 
Otto/ Gesta, IV, 59, p. 477. 
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city was fighting against Cremona and not against the empire. Frederick 

offered to allow the citizens to leave the city v/ith those possessions 

that they could carry if they v/ould surrender at once. Crema agreed to 

the terms, believing that all chance of withstanding another attack was 

gone. On January 27, 1160, the people of Crema left their city and 

77 

Frederick had it put to the torch. 

After the surrender of Crema, Frederick decided to direct his 

attention towards ending the schism of the church. Moving to Pavia, 

where he v/as welcomed with great rejoicing, the emperor directed let

ters to Alexander and Victor. These letters announced the meeting to 

be held at Pavia on February 5 to discuss the arguments on both sides 

of the question of v/ho was the legal pope. In these letters, the 

emperor showed a bias in that he addressed Alexander as chancellor 
78 

and Victor as the pope. Alexander, realizing that the emperor 

would support Victor, refused to attend the meeting and declared that 

God had placed the pope above kings and that he could not be judged 

by them.'' Frederick replied to this argument that the imperial 
80 

dignity gave him right to settle the problen. 

The council of Pavia was held on the day specified and Victor 

was the only claimant to be present. The imperial side argued that 

''̂ Otto, Gesta, IV, 62, p. 478. 

78 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 27, 

''̂ Philip Schaff, History of the Chrlstian_Church, Vol. V, 
(Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1957), p. 112; 
cf. Butler, Communes, p. 119. 

Mann, Lives, X, p. 32. 
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only the true pope had the courage to come to the meeting. It also 

presented documents that proved that Alexander was involved with the 

cities in revolt against the empire. It was argued that the true pope 

would support the onpire and not attempt to v/eaken it.®"'' Since there 

v/as no one to plead Alexander's cause, the decision v/ent to Victor, 

However, many left the meeting in order to avoid supporting this de-

82 
cision. On February 12, Victor v/as recognized as the pope by the 

emperor. Frederick helped Victor dismount as was the custom and then 

kissed his foot, Victor then gave the emperor the kiss of peace and 

83 

proceeded to excommunicate Alexander and his supporters. 

Frederick, by calling this council, dononstrated that the 

empire was above the church in that the imperial power could decide 

ecclesiastical matters. Most of Europe did not accept the decision 

given at Pavia and so Frederick' s victory was a hollow one. 

Alexander's supporters asked what right the Germans had to decide a 
84 

matter that involved all of Christendom. Frederick replied that 

Pavia was not a secular German council but a church council, attended 

by all the clergy. However, this argument is invalid because most 

of the members at Pavia were Victor's supporters since those of 

Alexander's v/ere afraid to place themselves in the emperor's hands. 

81 
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The v/hole of Europe, except Germany and Italy, accepted Alexander as 

pope. Therefore, the Council at Pavia actually settled nothing. 

At the concliosion of the council, Frederick allov/ed his German 

feudal levies to return to Germany. These troops were longing for 

their homes and the emperor decided it v/as best to allow them to re-

85 

turn, thereby ensuring their later services. This v/as an inop

portune time to do this, for on March 24, Alexander excommunicated 

Victor and the emperor. He added to this that all the acts of 

Frederick were void tmtil the emperor made peace with the church. In 

doing so, Alexander absolved all of Frederick's subjects from their 

87 
allegiance to him. That the revolt of Mian and her allies was now 

legal and condoned by the church v/as recognized by most of Europe. 

Mian, taking advantage of the departure of the emperor's 

troops and his excommunication, marched on Lodi and lay siege to 

her. This endeavor was a failure because Cremona sent its soldiers 

to the aid of Lodi, The Mlanese retvimed to their city when the 

army of Cremona arrived, Hov'/ever, they quickly began to attack 

another Imperial castle. The Milanese took a large force to Carcano, 

in the territory of Como. Frederick gathered the troops of Como, 

Novara, and Pavia, and hurried to Carcano's aid. The emperor's army 

approached the castle in such a manner that the supplies were cut 

off from the Mlanese besieging the castle. Mian was forced to 

fight its v>fay out of the encirclanent. The tv/o opposing sides drew 

f̂  

Otto, Gesta, IV, 74, p. 489. 

87 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 37, 
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their forces up in front of each other and Frederick, with his strong 

German cavalry, broke the right wing of the rebels. Driving through 

the enemy, Frederick reached the Carroccio,^^ a cart, on top of which 

v/as a cross and the image of St. Ambrose, the symbol of Mlan.^^ The 

emperor overturned the cart and seized the standard. HoX'/ever, on the 

opposite v/ing, the Milanese had routed the armies of Como and Novara. 

Milan then turned on Frederick's group and forced him to retreat into 

the castle of Baradello, The next day, further disaster struck the 

emperor. The armies of Lodi and Cremona, marching to rescue Frederick, 

were defeated by the Mlanese and fled back to their cities. The 

emperor's position was extremely precarious until the garrison of 

Carcano made a night sortie and burned all the Mlanese siege machines. 

90 

The Milanese lost courage and returned to their city. Frederick 

sent messengers to Germany instructing his nobles to raise their 

armies once more and come to his assistance in Italy. 

In June, 1161, the Gemians arrived and Frederick was able to 

encircle Mian, making sure that no supplies or reinforconents arrived 

in the city. The entire Mlanese territory was overrun and a long 

siege follov/ed. In this siege, Mian suffered a great fire that de-
91 

stroyed one-third of the city and all the granaries. V/ith the 
spread of famine and disease, the nobles in the city fled to Frederick's 
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Butler, Conimunes, p. 120. 
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92 

camp and made their peace. Shortly after this desertion, the people 

of Mian demanded that their officials surrender to the emperor, 

Frederick refused to discuss any terms except unconditional surrender. 

Mian had no choice and had to accept these terms. On March 2, 1162, 

the people marched out of their city vd.th ropes around their necks to 

Frederick's camp. There, they surrendered the Carroccio, ninety-foxir 

banners and four hundred hostages to the anperor as a sign of their 

defeat. Frederick prc«iised to spare their lives but that he v/ould 

have to decide as to the fate of the city. The Mlanese were allowed 

to return to the city after they destroyed its gates and knocked 

breaches in the v/alls. On March 6, Frederick announced that the city 

was to be destroyed but the population could leave with their be-
93 

longings. After the citizens left, Frederick sent his men into the 

city to plunder it. He then gave one quarter to each of his allies, 

Lodi, Como, Pavia, Cremona, and Novara to destroy. These cities 

94 enjoyed their work, for in six days, Mian was completely destroyed. 

The emperor had at last destroyed the strongest of the rebel cities. 

All opposition ceased. Each of the cities did as it was commanded. 

The decrees of Roncaglia had to be accepted. In August, after his 

victory, Frederick returned to Germany, Except for the problem of 

the two popes, Frederick's position in Italy seemed permanently secure. 

92 
Annales Medlolanenses, Chap, 23, p. 373, 

^^Annales Medlolanenses, Chap, 24, p. 373; cf, Butler, 
Communes, p, 121, 

"̂̂ Annales Medlolanenses, Chap, 24, p, 374; cf, Butler, 
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The problem with the schism of the church had not been solved. 

After his excommunication, Frederick had banished those churchmen that 

95 
refused to recognize Victor. These fomd a safe refuge in England . 

and France, for in July of 1160, Alexander v/as recognized by these two 

countries at the Council of Beauvais. Frederick, in an attempt to 

stop Alexander's correspondence with outside Europe, had all the passes 

of the Alps guarded to stop all messengers. Alexander soon found him

self in dire straits because of financial difficulties. V/ith the 

96 
passes closed, money could not get to him. Alexander gained entry 

into Rome on June 6, 1161, but the citizens soon changed their minds 

and drove him out. The fact that Alexander was allov/ed to return to 

the Holy City by the Romans for even a short time v/as a victory for 

the pope. This showed that the imperial party v/as losing some of its 

power in Rome. At this same time, Victor was holding the Council of 

Lodi, which reissued the Pavia decision. This meeting v/as as poorly 

attended as that of the one at Pavia and the decrees v/ere accepted in 

the same manner. 

Alexander, unable to find a place of safety in Italy because 

of the imperial pressure, decided to go to France. By taking Sicilian 

ships, Alexander v/as able to arrive in France on April 11, 1162, where 

98 
he was v/armly v/elcomed. Finding himself on f r i e n d l y ground, Alexander 

95 
Mann, L i v e s , X, p . 4 3 . 

96 
I b i d . , X, p . 46 . 

97 

98 

Mann, L i v e s , X, p . 48 ; c f . Gregorovius, Rome, p . 570. 

i t e n n . L i v e s , X, p , 55; cf , Gregorovius, Rome, p . 571 . 



62 

99 
reissued his excommunication of Frederick and Victor. The anperor, 

in an attonpt to undermine Alexaiider's position in France, convinced 

Loiiis VII that the two monarchs should meet and bring their respective 

popes to discuss the schism. Alexander refused to attend and per

suaded Louis to react lukev/armly to this meeting. After an abortive 

attonpt to meet, the two monarchs finally met in May at St. Jean de 

Losne, a small village a few miles from Dijon. The anperor took 

a large armed force v/ith him to the meeting, Alexander v/as afraid 

that Louis v;ould succumb to this threat and so persuaded Henry II of 

101 
England to promise armed support to France in case of trouble. 

Frederick sent his army away but nothing v/as decided at the meeting, 

102 
Both monarchs refused to be sv/ayed from their positxon. 

After the failure of his negotiations, Frederick re-entered 

Italy in October, 1163, with a small army to inspect his troublesome 

cities. He was met on all sides by complaints about the officials he 

had left beliind to administer Italy. W. F. Butler describes the 

situation: 

Increased and exorbitant taxation—the landowners of Mian had 
to hand over to their Podesta one-third of the third part of 
the produce which they received as rent from the cultivator-
forced labour on imperial castles and palaces, outrages 
against v/omen, denial of justice, this was what the revival 
of Imperial authority brought with it for the Italians,103 

Mann, Lives, X, p. 57. 

•'•̂ "ibid., X, p. 58. 

•'•^•'•ibid., X , p . 6 1 . 

102 
Mann » Lives, X, p. 62; cf. Balzani, "Barbarossa," in C.M.H,, 

p, 436. 

103 Butler, Communes, p. 125. 
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The podestas were intolerable to the Lombard cities. Tliey increased 

taxes and forced labor on the imperial castles. Some even took tv/o-

thirds of the land for their o;\'n use.''"̂ ^ The Podesta of Seprio 

arbitrarily confiscated property and burned the deeds so no one could 

discover his actions. At Padua, the podesta molested a daughter of a 

very wealthy nobleman. The attitude of the podestas is best summed 

up by Rainald, the imperial chancellor: "V/hat do v/e want with wisdom? 

105 
We want gold and nothing but gold!" 

Tills was the state of affairs in Italy v/hen Frederick made 

his return in 1163. The emperor annovmced that he was ready to listen 

to complaints. The Italians believed that Frederick woxad rescue them 

from the injustice of the officials. The emperor, hov/ever, was more 

inclined to believe his ov/n men rather than those v/ho shortly before 

had been in arms against him. The citizens of Mian went to the 

anperor and begged him to give them justice, Frederick told them to 

go to Monza to submit their case and forced them to pay eight hundred 

pounds of gold as a gift on his safe return to Italy. Actions such 

as this forced the Italians to band together to oppose the imperial 

106 

tyranny. 

V/hile the storm in Italy was forming, Frederick attempted once 

again to end the schism in the church. Victor died at Lucca in 

Henry Hallam, History of Europe Diuring the Mddle Ages, Vol, I, 
revised ed. (New York: Co-operative Publication Society, 1900), p. 299. 

1 05 
V/olfgang Menzel, Germany From the Ear l i es t Time, Vol. I I 

(New York: Co-operative Pviblication Society, n , d . ) , p, 523. 

But ler , Communes, p . 125. 
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April, 1164. Frederick sent messengers to instruct the clergy there 

not to hold a new election. With the death of his pope, the emperor 

saw a chance to reconcile himself v/ith Alexander. Before the message 

could be delivered, Rainald, however, had obtained the election of 

Guido of Crema, a close friend of the Cnancellor's, as the new pope, 

107 
Paschal H I . The emperor, now faced v/ith a successor to Victor, 

ivas forced to recognize Paschal. If he had not, this v/ould have meant 

that he believed that the man he supported for so long had been an 

imposter. The German clergy acknov/ledged Paschal, but elsewhere he 

had no support. 

In Italy, the cities gave up all hope of the emperor's changing 

his harsh officials. They then turned to each other, hoping to find 

strength in numbers. Manuel Ccsnnenus, the Greek anperor, aided 

Venice in her attempts to form an alliance i-zith the other cities. 

Comnenus hoped to gain a more favorable position in Italian affedrs 

by aiding the cities in their fight v/ith Frederick. Venice herself 

needed no inducements to fight the emperor. She had no liking for 

the northern monarch and feared that his vast poxver in Italy would 

v/eaken that of Venice. The time was ripe for a rebellion. In Bologna, 

the podesta v/as murdered and the Mlanese had also killed theirs. 

Padua had been milder and only driven theirs from the city. During 

April, 1164, Venice, Verona, Vicenza, Padua, and Treviso joined in a 

league to resist the imperial oppression. These cities acknov-/ledged 

the lav/ful prerogatives of Frederick, but refused to give up the 

107 Gregorovius, Rome, p. 572; cf. Butler, Communes, p. 125. 
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o n ^JteEiarsu .Mtetr tiafenrngj aaĵ mraCD. s a s t H I ^ , ffljeeferiKJi: i i ^ & S ^ -BeP ^ ^ ^ 

ft]^±iti!lffi wfiitih ttihe JK^BEIL SoaBs^s. ffiias IffisallSjan aSH^J^ vY^j^ lij^k^y^m^ i4p 

rEj^iitmiigf :feir ttite ffinggmorr Milan" ftms (BJ^iisaJoate rtsai U^sn ^ P H i a ? ^ . 0 ^ ^ 

3aaL-± -aStefc THOBS ®ng)SBsar ote^aCTifflS tto HCBSBB SSKS® ctS Hlj^ J34|i^a4al jg»)(SJjc e^a3 

•NswsmhBr,, SUmasarndk affithwrntafi to) cs&mtmr^ to) dijaegftt gss^s-JiSflil^ t ^ ^ I t e * ^ -

f:rg <EE Iliis jSairiMl. army- Htoaferiic^ !ta®v/ t&te Ib^i^al^cffif: Hife iMOfeyai 

Hllii^B WCTB mmw iim guHESiksm 3anfl ga te in^i •&» u s d u ^ a n saM5y jgffJ^S^l eiia(?J^ 

to) be <T7?ggffinff:̂  (jEff coan^iffe^ toit3B[l% adJD. cj^gt^jfcilijm ain ii^^;i^vH;feHa«itt ift:^ 

aaraaigh T̂?8wtTf> to) cfesBitan^ SBDIL y:s^5^iism!^iis>\iiim^sxmiiM^rmi^^t^i^^^ 

' -^^^tfia?; , ( ^ i 2 ^ ^ ' I S - 1 ^ ' cc^-i-i*?i^»!M^J'X^'P»*'7^-



a-IAPTER IV 

DEFEAT 

V/hen Frederick returned to Germany, he v/as faced v/ith serious 

problons that required his attention for two years. Because of this, 

he was unable to return to Italy Immediately, Hov/ever, he did not ig-

nore the controversy raging between the empire and the pope. In an 

attempt to force the Germans to acknowledge Paschal, Frederick had a 

Diet at V/urzburg on May 23, 1165,"'• The reaction of the German clergy 

was indifferent. Even Conrad, the Archbishop-elect of Mainz and a 

relative of Paschal, refused to recognize the emperor's pope. Aiding 

Frederick in this meeting was the fact that Rainald v/as able to an

nounce that Henry II of England promised to support Paschal, Rainald 

had gone to England early in 1155 in order to get the English monarch 

to accept Paschal, Henry v/as involved with his conflict with Thomas 

Becket and hoped to X'/eaken Alexander's support of the Archbishop, 

Rainald had been easily able to convince Henry that the support of 

2 

Paschal v/as to the king's advantage. After the announcement at 

V/urzburg, the English monarch was faced with the loss of all the 

support of the clergy of England and was forced to retract his es

pousal of the anperor's plans. Henry stated that his representatives 

at the Diet had overstepped their powers and had promised to do 

something that he had no intentions of performing. In such a manner. 

Mann, Lives, X, p. 71, 

^Ibid., X, p. 72. 

66 
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This seemed to add strength to Alexander's cause.'' Alexander's victory 

made that of Frederick's seem somev/hat insignificant. 

In addition to this victory, Alexander vras able to use the 

troops supplied to hira by William to great advantage. He extended his 

power over central Italy with these troops. The loss of territory to 

Frederick was increased when the cities of the Veronese Hark subjugated 

the feudal lords Frederick had placed over than. These cities also 

sectxred the passes from Tyrol in hopes of preventing the entry of the 

enperor into Italy. With these victories, Alexander was offered an 

alliance by the eastern emperor, Manuel. The Gredc anperor had a 

strong position in Ancona and hoped to extend his pol̂ rer over more of 

Italy v/ith the pope's help. Alexander and Manuel, hov/ever, conducted 

their negotiations without any fruitful conclusions. Alexander was 

only interested in frightening Frederick with the horror of the 

9 
eastern emperor taking his crown. 

With all of the trouble in central and southern Italy, 

Frederick had no idea that the northern cities were so close to revolt. 

He knew that the cities of the Veronese Mark were opposed to the 

anperor, but he believed that the Lombard cities had learned their 

lesson and v/ould ranain loyal. This belief was supported by the 

cities thenselves, for during the time that Frederick v/as in Germany, 

they remained somewhat calm. The cities believed that the emperor 

7 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 78. 

Q 
Butler, Communes, p. 128. 
9 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 575. 
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would redress their grievances if presented with the facts and that he 

had not done so in his previous visit simply because he v/as involved 

in other matters. Frederick on his part thought that the presence of 

a large German army in Italy would convince the northern cities that 

to obey the emperor was the best policy. 

Planning on the loyalty of the northern cities, Frederick sent 

Christian of Mainz with a small army to accompany Paschal to Rome. 

Frederick felt that the Romans v/ould change their affections when faced 

with a German army at their v/alls. The war-like Christian left Paschal 

at Viterbo and began burning and pillaging the coimtryside around Rome, 

in hopes that the Romans v/ould oust Alexander from the city. This 

action made the Romans angry and they drev/ closer to the pope and sv/ore 

to defend him. William I did not desert the pope either. He sent an 

army to the aid of Alexander and Christian was forced to move into 

12 

Tuscany, which strongly supported the onperor. On May 7, 1166, 

William I died and his son, William II, became the King of Sicily. 

Alexander feared that the son would not have the same strength as the 

father. William II was very young, still a minor, and the pope had 

questions about the strength of his will. All these fears proved 

groundless, however, for the new king kept his troops at Alexander's 

disposal. 

•"•̂ Butler, Communes, p. 129; cf. Gregorovius, Rome, p. 577. 

Tiann, Lives, X, p. 78. 

•':̂ Ibid., X, p. 79. 

•••̂ Gregorovius, Rome, p. 574; cf. Mann, Lives, X, p. 80. 
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With the knowledge of Alexander's continued strength, Frederick 

decided to move his feudal levies to Italy. Not realizing the strength 

of the northern cities and their discontent, Frederick's battle plan 

consisted of pushing the Greeks out of Ancona and forcing Alexander out 

of Rome. With these two plans accomplished, the emperor believed that 

the pope v/ould be forced to come to a favorable agreement and the 

cities of the Veronese Mark, without the support of the Greek enperor, 

14 
woxild be forced to sxorrender. This plan had sane merit but unforseen 

circumstances made it impossible to put into action. 

With the passes of Tyrol closed by the cities of the I4ark, 

Frederick v/as forced to branch off the main road at the Brenner Pass 

and descend into central Italy by the Val Caraonica, Frederick halted 

at Lodi, the stronghold of imperial support and listened to all the 

COTiplaints of the cities, who had sent their envoys to get the enper

or' s justice. Once again Frederick decided in favor of his ov/n of

ficials. The Lombard cities again gave up hope of the enperor's 

rectifying tlie cities grievances, but this time they decided on stronger 

action than throvdLng the podestas out of their cities. They began 

making the plans that would eventually ovenvhelm Frederick and force 

15 
him to accept a new position in Italian affairs. 

After listening to the complaints of the cities, the enperor 

dispatched Rainald vdth a small army to Rome. Frederick believed that 

a show of force was all that v/as necessary to cause the Rcxnans to 

Gregorovius, Rome, p. 577. 

15 
Butler, Communes, p. 129. 
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renounce Alexander. As Rainald marched towards Rome, the cities 

around, that had been tyrannized by the Romans, flocked to the imperial 

banner. The Romans became very angry at these actions and decided that 

these cities must be punished for their treason. Because of this de

sire for revenge, Rcme was forced to go to the side of Alexander and 

fight the imperial party. 

One of the cities that had deserted Rone for the imperial 

course was Tusculura. This was the first city the Romans decided to 

punish and marched there vdth a huge force. Rainald went to the city's 

rescue with his small force and was able to get in the city before the 

Rcsnans put it under siege. Rainald was forced to ask Frederick for 

aid. Sending messengers to Frederick at /Uicona, where he v/as attack

ing the Greek garrison, Rainald was focusing the entire war tov/ards 

Rome. The Holy City was drawing the entire v/rath of the empire upon 

17 
its head. Frederick sent Christian of Mainz, who had returned to 

the imperial camp of Ancona, with about half the German army to the 

rescue of Rainald. Christian halted his army on May 29 beside Monte 

Porzio, a few miles from Tusculum, to give then a much needed rest 

after their grueling march. The ROTians, with about twenty men to 

the Germans' one, marched to meet than before they could arrive at 

the city. Tired to the point of exhaustion, the Germans forced them

selves to form their battle lines to receive the assault of the 

Romcuris. However, these Romans were not the same caliber of the Romans 

16 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 577. 

Ibid., p. 579. 
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that had spread their empire over Europe. After being repelled several 

times by the strong defense, the Romans were dismayed. Christian chose 

this time to attack the exposed Roman flank. Almost at the same time, 

the Tusculum cavalry poured out of the city gates and hit the center of 

the Roman line. This v/as all that was needed to completely route the 

Romans. The cavalry fled. The infantry could not withstand the German 

cavalry charges and broke. Christian pursued the defeated forces all 

the way back to their city, slaughtering the Romans as he went. Only 

one.third of the total army sent to Tiosculimi by the Romans returned to 

18 
the Holy City. With such a loss of men, Rome began fearing for her 

very existence. The walls of the city could not be defended as well 

without these men and so an easy victory over the Romans presented 

itself. 

Frederick decided to make use of this defeat of the Romans, 

concentrating all his effort on the Holy City. Making a compromise 

with Ancona, by which the city saved itself from destruction v/ith the 

19 
pledge of neutrality and guaranteed this with hostages, the emperor 

20 
moved his entire army to Rome. On Jtily 24, Frederick encamped in 

front of the Holy City and began the siege. 

V/hile the onperor v/as achieving success in central Italy, the 

cities in the north were negating all of Frederick's victories. In 

•••̂ Boson, "Alexandre III" in Liber Pontif icalis, 2, p. 415; 
cf. Gregorovius, Rome, p. 580. 

19 
Butler, Communes, p. 133. 

^^Boson, "Alexandre III" in Liber Pontificalis, 2, p. 415; 
cf, Gregorovius, Rome, p. 583. 
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February, 1167, the podestas had finally become unbearable. Cremona, 

always before a stanch supporter of the anperor, and Brescia decided 

to tinite to oppose the tyranny of the Imperial officials. They were 

21 
soon joined by Mantua and Bergamo. These cities decided to meet at 

the Benedictine monastery of St, James of Pontidas, near Bergamo,^^ 

to arrange the agreement. This meeting was held in April. At the time 

of the second meeting, held at Cremona, the Mlanese v/ere accepted as 

23 

members. At this April 7 meeting, the nev/ Lombard League pledged to 

rebuild Mian and oppose the actions of the onpire in restricting the 

rights of the cities. The organization that was to bring the Holy 

Roman Elmperor to his knees in defeat had been formed. 

The new League was not without its problons, however. Pavia 

and its imperial Podesta, the Count of Diet, learned of the League's 

intentions of rebuilding Mian, They planned to attack the Mlanese 

v/hile they v/ere still in their scattered villages without defenses. 

The Mlanese v/ere informed of Pavia's plans and lived in constant fear 

of the attack. On April 27, a large troop of horsemen v/ere spotted 

approaching the small encampments of the Mlanese. The Mlanese quickly 

formed their lines but v/ere pleasantly surprised to find that the force 
24 

v/as from Cranona, Brescia, and Bergamo. This force conducted the 

Mlanese to the site of their old city and there the allies began 

21 
Butler, Communes, p. 130. 

22 
Mann, Lives, X, p, 83, 

23 
Butler, Communes, p, 130, 

Annales Medlolanenses, Chap. 28, p. 377, 
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rebuilding Mian, The defenses were the first itens to be built.^^ 

Following the building of the defenses, the rest of the city quickly 

took shape. The League had achieved a great victory in that they 

were able to build a complete city and the emperor was either unable 

to stop then or did not care. To the Lanbards, who had suffered 

from Frederick's actions before, it could only be interpreted one 

way; the anperor was powerless to stop the actions of the League, 

This belief gave the League a great deal of prestige and convinced 

those cities that were still vmdecided. If the emperor had not ig

nored this movement and had crushed it in its infancy, he might have 

been able to hold Italy, Because of the emperor's failure to respond 

to the League's actions, Piacenza, Parma, and Ferrara joined the 

League. With the solidifying of the northern area against the enperor, 

any city that did not join the League could expect to be attacked be

fore much more time expired. 

Lodi, the imperial city, soon fell into this dilemma. The 

League had decided that Lodi had to join in order to deprive Frederick 

of a base of supply v/hen he \irould come back to northern Italy. It 

was decided that Cranona should be given the task of convincing Lodi 

that her best action v/as to join the League, since Crenona and Lodi 

had been allied with the imperial side in all the previous fights. 

Crenona twice asked the citizens of Lodi to join the League and both 

times the city said no. Lodi told the League that Frederick v/as the 

25 
Butler, Communes, p. 131. 
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restorer of their city and the protector of their freedom.^^ They re

minded the League that Mian had destroyed their city and it v/as only 

through the grace of Frederick that it had been rebuilt. Therefore, 

they informed the League that Lodi would never desert the enperor. 

The League lost patience and threatened Lodi v/ith destruction. Still 

the city refused to give up the cause of the emperor. The Lostbards 

gathered their forces and lay siege to the city. The p®3ple of Lodi 

gallantly defended their city vntil their food supply ran ottfc. Then 

they v/ere forced to surrender and join the League. Lodi v/as amazed 

that the emperor had not sent then aid in their fight. Here again it 

seems that even a minor show of force might have v/on the day for the 

enperor. It was the total disregard of the actions of the northern 

cities by Frederick that enboldened then to destroy the erap6ror*s rule 

in Italy. 

Frederick v/as still at Rome, Even after the victories i»on by 

the Lombards, the enperor believed that the key to iii& Italian problem 

v/as in Rcane. He felt that if he could dislodge Alexarsder fzcm his 

position, the rest of Italy would soon fall into line. Kfex̂ /̂er, the 

siege of Rcxne was not the easy victory that Frederick hoped for. 

Alexander had taken control after the bloody defeat by Cteistian and 

had prepared the city for a siege. He had catssed the ttjalls to be 

27 
repaired and instilled a ne// courage into the Koraam. lEEse loss of 

manpov/er at the battle was too great for the esfclris dty to be defended. 

Butler, Ccr??jnes, p. 132, 

27 
Hain, Lives, X, p. 87. 
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In the latter part of July, the gates of the Leonine City fell. The 

battle for St. Peter's lasted for eight more days, being heavily de

fended by the Church and Romans. Time and time again the Germans at-, 

tempted to storm it but they were alv/ays thrown back. Frederick, in 

an attonpt to spare St. Peter's and still let the defenders know his 

intentions, ordered that the Oratory of San Maria be burned, San Maria 

was so close to St, Peter's that the defenders could feel the heat from 

the fire. They then realized that the enperor v/ould bum St. Peter's 

if they did not surrender it. Rather than destroy the church, the de-

28 

fenders marched out of the building. Through the actions of both 

parties, the church v/as spared. Frederick had his pope, Paschal III, 

escorted to the church and there on July 30, he v/as installed and 
29 

then proceeded to crown Frederick and his wife, Beatrice. 

The rest of Rome continued to hold out, Alexander had gone 

to the Colosseum and from there led the defense, V/illiam II of 

Sicily sent the pope money X'llth which Alexander bought support but the 

emperor v/as attempting to negotiate with the Romans to end the siege. 

Alexander knew that the Romans were losing their loyalty to him ;vith 

each day the siege lasted. V/hen Frederick suggested that both popes 
30 

be disposed and a third elected, the Romans began to listen. 
Alexander, knowing the weakness of the defense, fled the city and v/ent 

to Benevento. Here in his own city, he could be safe from interference 

^^Gregorovius, Rome, p. 584; cf, Mann, Lives, X, p. 88. 

29 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 585. 

30, Mann, Lives, X, p. 89; cf. Gregorovius, Rome, p.5S6. 
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and design his ov/n diplomacy without worrying about the effect upon 

the city he happened to be in. From now on, neither Rome nor Sicily 

could influence the pope's decisions. 

• Frederick made a treaty with the Romans. They v/ould be loyal 

to the emperor and he woxild recognize their senate. ̂''" After this 

agreenent was reached, Frederick and Paschal entered Rome triumjAiantly 

on August 1. The next day a trenendous rain storm thrashed the city 

and was then follov/ed by a sultry heat. These conditions developed 

into a malaria epidemic that killed the emperor's soldiers by the 

thousands. The Germans were not adapted to the hot, moist condition 

of the city. This v/eakened then and v/hen the malaria broke otjit, they 

had no resistance. In little over a week's time, the German army had 

been destroyed. Besides those dying from malaria, many deserted the 

army because they feared that the sickness was caused by divine anger 

for Frederick's attack on the Holy City. This idea caused mdany to 

join monasteries in hope of escaping the wrath of God. Several 

htindred grouped together and went back to Germany, v/hile others were 

too weak to move at all. Many of Frederick's strongest leaders v/ere 

carried away by the disease, including Rainald and Conrad Ill's son, 

32 

Frederick. This disaster was sudden and by the time Frederick 

decided to move from the city, he no longer had an arn^. 

The emperor v/as forced to move his renaining soldiers to more 

31 
Gregorovius, Rome, p. 588. 

^ Gotifredus Viterbiensis, Gesta Frederici in the Monumenta 
Germaniae Historica, Scriptores, XXH, Georgius Pertz, ed, (Stuttgart: 
Anton Hiersenann, 1963), 27, p. 322. Hereafter this docujtent v/ill he 
cited as Gotifredus, Gesta. 
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33 

favorable surroundings and on August 6, he started the march to 

Pavia, one of the last strongholds of imperial power in the north. 

On the way, Frederick lost an additional two thousand men to the 
34 

disease and v/as therefore no longer able to meet the Lombards. He 

was forced to sneak back through a country that a short time earlier, 

he had forced his will upon. The despair surrounding the army that 

had so proudly marched into Italy and defeated the Romans, only to be 

destroyed by sickness, can easily be Imagined. Nowhere on the march 

v/as the army allov/ed to find a place of safety. The Lombards realized 

that a perfect opportunity to force Frederick to recognize their 

rights had presented itself. The armies of the League attempted to 

trap the imperial army and capture Frederick. By holding the pass 

through the valley of î agra, they forced the emperor to be led along 
35 

side roads as a thief by the Marquis Obizzo Malaspina. The Marquis 

got the emperor to Pavia, but Frederick v/as quickly surrounded by his 

enenies. 

Here at Pavia, the emperor composed himself after his dis

couraging journey and once more began the fight against his rebellious 

cities. Tlie difficulty in v/hich Frederick now found himself v/as that 

he v/as x-/ithout allies or an army, surrounded by a hostile force. 

Frederick, being a strong willed man who refused to accept defeat, 

decreed that he would chastise the revolting cities and place then 

33 

Gregorovius, Rome, p. 590, 

Butler, Communes, p, 135. 

^^Gotifredus, Gesta, 29, p. 324, 
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under the ban of the empire, v/ith the exception of Lodi and Crenona.^^ 

By exempting these two cities, the emperor hoped to separate them from 

the rest of the rebels. This could occur in tv/o ways; either by the 

League fearing that the two had made some kind of agreement with the 

enperor and thereby showing treachery to the League, or by the cities 

thenselves remembering their recent closeness to the emperor. Lodi 

and Crenona remained in the League, however. Because of this lack of 

support, Frederick was forced to conduct a v/ar of raids on Mian and 

Piacenza. These proved to be ineffective. 

All through the v/inter of 1167-68, Frederick's position re

mained desperate. The Lanbards had tv/enty thousand men in the field 

Eind all the passes into Germany guarded. The onperor could not return 

to his country even if he had desired to. With Frederick bottled up 

in Pavia, the League v/as able to extend its influence. Other cities 

joined now that it looked as if the League wovild be successful. 

Bologna added its name to the growing list of cities banded together 

to resist the imperial tyranny. It seems strange that the city that 

supplied Frederick v/ith the legal basis for his claims at Roncaglia 

should desert the emperor. However, in December, 1167, the cities of 

the League met and renewed their oath. The League, or Societas 

Lombardiae as it nov/ referred to itself, consisted of Venice, the 

cities of the Mark, Mian, Bergamo, Lodi, Cranona, Brescia, Mantua, 

37 
Ferrara, Bologna, Modena, Parma, and Piacenza. This was a formidable 

36 
Butler, Communes, p. 135. 

'̂'ibid,, p. 136. 
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array to fight for an emperor without an army. 

. Frederick decided to begin negotiations with Alexander in 

March, 1158, with hopes that he could get the pope to desert the 

League. The Lombards, believing that a reconciliation between the 

pope and emperor was imminent, pulled back their forces pressing the 

emperor. As soon as Frederick learned that the passes to Germany were 

open, he broke off the negotiations v/ith the pope, saying he v/ould 

38 

only deal with an angel from heaven.. Sneaking out of Pavia, v/hich 

had become somev/hat disgruntled with the emperor, Frederick led his 

small group, under the cover of night, along with hostages of'the 

Lombards, to Susa, the last tov/n on the Italian side of the Alps. 

There at Susa, the emperor hung one of the hostages, a noble of 

Brescia. The people of Susa were outraged and took up arms against 

Frederick. The emperor, having no troops, was forced to release the 

rest of the hostages. A plot to kill the emperor was reported to 

Frederick and, v/hile one of his knights took the emperor's place in 

his sleeping quarters, Frederick fled the tov/n and arrived in Germany 
39 

in late March, 1158, V/ith every intention of returning and punish

ing the rebellious cities, the emperor returned home very tired and 

very defeated. For the next seven years, Frederick was involved v/ith 

internal affairs in Germany. As in Italy, there v/ere attempts in 

Germany to weaken the emperor's power. 

The seven years that Frederick spent in Germany gave the 

Lombard League time to strengthen their position. During this time. 
38j, 

Butler, Communes, p. 136. 

'Mann, Lives, X, p. 93, 

39, 
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Como, Navara, Vercelli, Asti, Ravenna, Rimini, Imola, and Forli joined 

the League. The League pledged to pay no tributes or to give no services 

greater than those received by Henry V, the Holy Roman Emperor frcm 

40 
1106-25. The cities wanted the imperial rights limited to those of 

an emperor that did not involve himself in the affairs of the cities. 

In order to force this agreement upon the emperor, the League formed 

a common army. This army's duty was to guard the passes of the Alps 

and to keep the emperor out of Italy, The cities agreed to end all 

private quarrels. The League knew that the bitter enmities betv/een 

the cities v/as a source of weakness that could prove to be a disaster 

to the tjnity so lately achieved. To settle these disputes and all 

others that might arise, a body of magistrates, called Rectors, v/as 

selected to decide matters concerning the general safety. Mian re-

noimced her claims to supronacy over Como, Lodi, and Novara in an 

attempt to end the harsh feelings of these cities, Brescia and 

Cremona settled their boundary dispute that had been a source of . 

constant trouble. Tliese agreements are deceiving in that they por

tray a stanchly allied group of cities. The cities were merely a 

loose confederation of intensely jealous cities. The cities had no 

intentions of uniting into anything more than their temporary organ

ization to resist the emperor. The cities had alv/ays been careful of 

stating their goals. They did not want to free Lorabardy from the 

41 
empire, but only restrict the rights of the enpire. They did not 

40, Thompson, Mddle Ages, I , p . 459. 

But ler , Communes, p . 137. 
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want to form an independent state. This was too early for such a 

concept. The enpire v/as still too holy a concept for the cities to 

try to completely break from it. They wanted only to restrain the 

emperor with their legal rights. Once these were conceded, they were 

ready to be faithful subjects of the empire. To make a federative 

constitution would surrender those things they were fighting for if 

only to a central body. There v/as also too much bitter jealousy bred 

in countless years for the cities to unite in anything more permanent 

than a body to fight the anperor. 

The cities decided to destroy the support Frederick wovild re

ceive from Pavia. By building a stronghold opposite the city, the 

Lcsnbards planned to end the enperor's access to his last city in the 

north. Families v/ere taken from Mian, Cremona, and Piacenza to set-

42 

tie in their new city. The League named this city, Alessandria, in 

honor of their most powerful ally, Alexander. By 1170, Pavia was 

forced into the League and the Marquis of Montferrat was forced to 
43 

give up his lands. V/ith these victories, the League grasped its 

greatest power. All the feudal lords had been throvm out and 

thirty-six towns were menbers of the League. Only Genoa and Tuscany 

44 
renained loyal to the emperor. The situation in Italy had been 

desperate when Frederick left in 1168, but by 1170, all hope of the 

emperor retaining his pov/er in the country seened to be gone. 

Butler, Communes, p. 138. 

^^Ibid., p. 139. 

44. I 

'ibid., p. 140. 
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Alexander v/as also active during the emperor's absence from 

Italy. Alexander was busy negotiating with the eastern emperor and 

trying to regain Rome. When Frederick was forced to flee the malaria 

of Rome, he took Paschal to Viterbo and left him there. Paschal soon 

regained the Holy City, but was so afraid for his life that he never 

left the Vatican. There he died on November 1, 1168,'̂ ^ and John, 

the abbot of Struma, was chosen as his successor. Taking the name of 

46 
Calixtus III, the new antipope was a greedy vagabond. The anperor 

acknowledged him and commanded his subjects to do the same. Rome 

forced Calixtus from the city and Alexander hoped that the time was 

ripe to try to establish himself in the Holy City once again, Rome, 

however, was once again on the march. She had intentions of punish

ing Tusctilum for the severe defeat she suffered in 1167, The Tusculums 

went to the pope and surrendered their city to his safe keeping. 

Alexander sent his Sicilian troops to the city and the Romans were 

47 
forced to retreat. The pope went to the city and there he v/as sorely 

harassed by both Christian of Mainz, the archchancellor of the enpire 

4fl 
in Italy and the Romans who resented the pope's protection of their 

bitter enemy. The Romans proposed an agreenent v/here part of 

Tusculum's walls would be destroyed for which the Romans v/ould allow 

Alexander to return to the Holy City. The pope agreed, but the 

Gregorovius, Rome, p. 595. 

46 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 97. 

47 
iMd., X, p. 104. 

Sismondi, Republics, p. 123. 
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crafty Romans demolished all the v/alls around the city before the pope 

could stop them. For these actions, Alexander refused to go to Rome 

and stayed in Tusculum, even though it had no protection,^^ 

At the end of these sad dealings with the Romans, Alexander 

began negotiations I'/ith the eastern emperor, Comneius still had con

trol of Ancona and desired to gain more power in Italy, By supporting 

the pope, he believed he could do this. The eastern emperor offered 

Alexander the chance of vuiiting the two churches once again. In ex

change for this, Comnenus v/anted the pope to crown hira the emperor in 

the west. Alexander asked the eastern anperor if he v/ould come to 

50 

Italy to rule, V/hen Comnenus refused, all valid negotiations ceased. 

Christian of Mainz, in an attempt to drive the Greek emperor 

out of Italy, attacked the city of Ancona in 1174, Christian's troops 

consisted of Tuscans and a fleet of Venice, which had left the League 

because of commercial disputes v/ith the cities, Venice had no love 

for the growing Greek influence in its commercial affairs and so 

offered Christian help, Ancona suffered greatly from the siege and 

begged the Lombard League for help. The inherent weakness of a loose 

knit body shov/ed itself at this time. It took the League so long to 

decide to help Ancona that it v/as almost too late. The city v/as on 

the verge of surrendering v/hen the relief army of the Lombards v/as 
51 

spotted. Christian was forced to retire back to Tuscany. The 

"^^Gregorovius, Rome, p. 596; cf. Mann, Lives, X, p. 105. 

Hill, Diplomacy, p. 295. 

•̂••Sismondi, Republics, p. 124; cf. Butler, Communes, p. 141. 



85 

assault on the city had been a failure, but it had shô vn to Italy the 

slov/ness v/ith which the League moved. This was to be something that 

other cities worried about v/hen the imperial forces v/ere approaching. 

The situation in Italy had improved for the anperor. The 

Lombard League had lost some of the confidence of its members for its 

poor shelving at Ancona and the pope was having trouble with the fickle 

Romans. Alexander v/as also in poor relations v/ith the empire in the 

east. It also seemed tliat a break betv/een the pope and the League 

would occx:ir any time, for it seemed odd that the pope could long 

justify how he could condemn civil liberty in Rome and encourage it 

in the Lombard cities. Frederick chose this time to gather his forces 

and descend into Italy and force Christendom to acknowledge his anti-

pope and subdue the cities of Lombardy to his will. After settling 

his problems in Germany, Frederick ̂ r̂as able to taxm his undivided at

tention towards these goals. 

After Frederick gathered his army, he v/as faced with the 

problem of the passes into Italy being closed. Only the north-west 

angle was open, being held by the Count of Savoy. The Cotint had been 

able to keep his cities in check on both sides of the Alps, Frederick 

entered Italy on this side in October, 1174, He took his army to 

Susa and there put the city to the torch, in revenge for the treatment 

he had received at the city v/hen he was leaving Italy in 1168, Turin 

received him v/ithout bloodshed and Frederick camped near the city. 

Here he found himself in a friendly area, which covld serve as a base 

of supplies, and in contact with his allies of Genoa, Pavia, and 

Montferrat, for these last tv/o cities, as soon as they heard of 
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Frederick's entrance into Italy, had broken away from the League.^^ 

Pavia and Montferrat marched their armies to meet the emperor and then 

the combined army of the empire went to Asti. Asti was the strongest 

city in the region and the League exhorted it to resist until an army 

covld be raised to go to its relief. Asti ronenbered the length of 

time it had taken the League's army to be assembled for Ancona and 

53 

decided that to surrender to the emperor would be its v/isest course. 

With Asti in imperial hands, Frederick's base was secure. Frederick 

decided to move his army against the city of Alessandria. If the 

emperor could destroy this city it v/ould be a crushing blow to the 

morale of the League, Alessandria represented the tinity of the League, 

in that the building of the city had been a joint project, using all 

the rights tlie cities were fighting for. The destruction of the city 

would, in idea, be the destruction of the rights of the League. 

Alessandria was not prepared to meet the emperor's attack. 

Even though the city was six years old, there had been no attempt to 

build walls around it. The only defense of the city was a ditch and 

a low earthem rampart, V/hen the emperor sighted the city he named 

it the "town of straw" for most of the houses were roofed in thatch. 

The Germans and their allies felt that they would quickly take the 

city. The citizens had the same fear, V/ithout defense, they believed 

their cause.was lost, and began preparations to flee. Before they 

could do this, a tremendoiis rain storm struck that laid the entire 

CO 
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countryside under water. This made the land a marsh, ivhich prohibited 

the movements of the Germans and caused them great difficulty in set

ting up their siege machines. The citizens of Alessandria believed 

that the rain v/as a sign from heaven that God v/ould help them resist. 

This encouragement was all that was needed for Alessandria to give up 

all thought of fleeing, 

Frederick decided that the city v/as too v/eak to stop a direct 

assault and so ordered his troops to attack. The defenders made up 

for their lack of walls v/ith a stout courage that turned the attack 

back with a severe loss to the emperor. Taking advantage of the dis

organization of the emperor's camp after the repelled attack, the 

citizens of the city sallied out of their v/eak defenses and struck the. 

camp. They captiired the siege machines of the Germans and burned them. 

Returning to their city, the defenders celebrated a great victory. 

The dismay of the emperor was great. The city that he had believed 

wotild fall to the first assault had not only defended itself magnifi

cently, but had had the audacity to come out of their city and attack 

the emperor's camp, and then escape back behind their meager defenses. 

Frederick now believed that the siege had become a point of Imperial 

honor and refused all counsels that the troops should retire. For 

six long and bitter months, the tv/o opposing forces fought gallantly. 

The wetness of the ground made siege operation difficult, but 

Frederick's troops maintained their attacks. Inside the city, the 

defenders were suffering from hunger, but still put up a strong show 

of force. The nature of the marshy ground bred disease in the German 
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troops and the memories of Rome began to plague the army,̂ "* 

The League was proving once again that it moved with great 

slov/ness. Finally at a council of v/ar, held at Modena, they decided 

55 
to go to the aid of their city. In spring, they gathered their 

forces at Piacenza and began the march to Alessandria, V/hen Frederick 

heard of the approach of the large army, he decided on one final effort 

to take the city. The Germans had dug a tunnel into the heart of the 

city in an attonpt to achieve surprise. There is some controversy 

v/hether at the time of attack, the emperor had a truce v/ith the city 

or not. Be that as it may, Frederick selected a group of his most 

noble fighters and sent them into the tunnel. The assault troops came 

up in the center of the city and the alarm was given. The citizens 

grabbed their arms and killed all of the onperor's troops in the city. 

The roof of the mine then collapsed and the v/ater from the ditch 

around the city poured into the tunnel, drowning the rest of the troops 

there. Heartened by the disaster to the emperor, the people rushed out 

their gates and attacked the camp. A tov/er full of troops was set on 

fire and all those in it perished. Once again the siege machines of 

the Germans were destroyed before the attackers fled back into their 

city. The \-d.ll of Frederick xvas crushed. He could not believe that 

the city had been successful in resisting the strength of the enpire. 

The entire German army seened to be suffering from shock and v/hen 

Frederick learned that the army of the Lombard League v/as camped at 
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Tortona, only ten miles away, he was forced to acknov/ledge defeat. 

The emperor commanded that the army prepare to leave the siege and that 

the camp be burned. This was done and saddened Germans marched to

wards Pavia. The road the imperial army took led it close to the 

Lombard force and the League planted itself in front of the onperor's 

army, refusing it passage. Neither side offered battle. Frederick's 

army was severely outnumbered and the emperor had no v/ish to fight 

the unequal contest. The League was still too impressed v/ith majesty 

of the imperial name to begin the fighting. Both forces camped close 

to each other, but neither wanted to start the battle. 

While these two enemies were camped so close, moderate men of 

both sides thought it an excellent opportunity to discuss the differ

ences betv/een the groups. These men went to each other's camps and 

were greeted by the leaders of the respective sides. Through these 

negotiations, a basis for settlenent was achieved. Six arbitrators 

were to be chosen from each party, who were to decide the questions 

of difference between the onperor and the cities. Both groups 

promised to abide by the decisions of the arbitrators whose decisions 

were to be given by May. Frederick and his army were to be allov/ed to 

57 ^ 
go on to Pavia, while the Lombards retired to their hones. The 

armistice v/as signed at Montebello, on April 16, 1175. 

Arriving at Pavia, Frederick had such great hopes of peace 

that he allov/ed a large part of his army to return to Germany. He 

Butler, Communes, p. 144. 
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tlien sent envoys to Alexander in an attempt to end the differences 

between the church and the enpire. The pope sent Hvibaldus, the bishop 

of Ostia, and Bernard, the Bishop of Porto, to meet with the emperor 

at the Congress of Pavia, as the peace meeting was called.^^ The 

arguments as to what v/ere the imperial rights took a great deal of 

time to discuss, with many heated battles between the two parties. 

The Lombards and pope donanded that the anperor make peace v/ith the 

church and promise to recognize the League in all future actions. They 

also stated that Alessandria would remain as it vi/as and no defenses 

around any city would be destroyed. They argued that the enperor had 

only tliose rights of Henry V and the assijuning of any other was 

59 
tyranny. Frederick refused these ideas and demanded his own. He 

wanted Alessandria destroyed and the imperial rights equal to those 

60 
enjoyed by Charlemagne. These two different viev/ points led to 

long heated discussions. 

While these negotiations were being conducted, tlie emperor v/as 

attempting to strengthen his position in Italy in case the decisions 

of the congress went against him. One must understand that Frederick 

did not think of himself as using duplicity. He felt it v/as justi

fiable to use any means to destroy those men that were attempting to 

harm God's onpire and onperor. Frederick conducted secret negoti

ations with several of the cities in an attempt to break up the League, 

58. 
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city by city. Through these negotiations, the emperor opened a direct 

route to Germany v/hen Como quit the League and joined the In\perial 

party. 

Frederick v/as helped in these dealings by his able general, 

Christian of Mainz, Christian, with the feudal lords that had been 

thrown out of Italy and the troops of Tuscany, conducted many demon

strations of force that brought Imola, Faenza, and Rimini over to the 

emperor's group. Christian v/ent into the territory of Bologna and 

there terrorized the inhabitants. In a short time, Christian had 

caused all of central Italy, except Rone to revert to the emperor's 

61 

camp. With this nev/ development, Frederick no longer had to agree 

to the decisions of the Congress of Pavia. The League realized this 

and broke off negotiations, since they no longer held absolute con

trol over the cities. With the desertions of several of the cities, 

the League became suspicious of all of Frederick's former allies, 

especially Cremona. Cremona had been very slow in sending its 

troops to the army that had been assembled at Piacenza and the League 

had begun to suspect that the Cremonese were losing their ardent de

sire for the League. The citizens of Crenona had been furious with 

their consuls for the poor shov/ing and had throv/n them out of the 

city, but the suspicion renained. l-Zhen Frederick had agreed to the 

armistice at Montebello, he had insisted that the consuls of Cremona 
62 

be the final judges if the arbitrators could not agree. The League 
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strengthening their defenses. The cities on both sides repaired their 

walls and improved their towers. The League trained countless citizens 

as troops and the emperor awaited his army to arrive from Germany. 

With news of the gathering German army, there came to Frederick's 

attention that he was losing his grip on his strongest German lord, 

Henry the Lion, The emperor lay ill at Chiavenna, on the Lake of Como, 

when the poxverful German lord went to him and demanded more territorial 

concessions from the empire for his continued support. Frederick re

fused to grant these and Henry informed the emperor that Henry's men 

would not serve in the German army. This was a severe blow to Frederick 

64 
and the enperor asked Henry to reconsider. Henry informed Frederick 

tliat he believed that the attonpt of the emperor to maintain German 

domination over Italy was a wrong to both countries. He told the 

onperor that Italy should be allowed to work out its destiny without 

German influence. Frederick begged Henry not to desert him, but he 

66 
refused. Frederick was now faced v/ith fighting the League lacking 

a large nvmiber of the troops he had planned on, Frederick decided 

that it would be more advantageous to concentrate on defeating the 

Lombards and then later dealing with Henry. 

In spite of the desertion of Henry the Lion, the army was col-

67 
lected in Germany. However, it v/as only two thousand strong. Coming 
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through the passes guarded by the imperial troops, it met the emperor 

in Como. There Frederick was only able to add five hundred knights 

to its strength. The emperor decided to avoid battle until he was 

able to unite with the forces of Pavia and Montferrat. The route to 

these armies lay dangeroxisly close to Milan, Frederick hoped to go 

far enough around the city to avoid its forces. The emperor did not 

know it, but he was leading his army to one of the most epoch-making 

engagements of the Tv/elfth Century, 

The Milanese knew of the enperor's plan of joining the armies 

of Pavia and Montferrat, They also knew that he v/ould be forced to 

come by the city of Mian, They decided to attack the emperor before 

the junction could be made. They sent out a summons for all the 

League, Men began poxiring into the city; cavalry from Brescia, Verona 

and the cities of the Mark, five hundred more from Lodi, two htmdred 

each from Novara, Vercelli, and Piacenza, Infantry, v/ith their long 

pikes, came from all the cities. The army of Milan itself consisted 

of two thousand horse and as many infantry. There were tv/o select 

companies in the army of Milan. One consisted of three hxmdred men 

sworn to death before they v/ould surrender the Carroccio. The other, 

named the Company of Death and having nine hxondred men, s\'K)re to 

68 
conquer or die. This huge army was to attack Frederick's mere 

twenty-five hundred men. 

The army of the League marched out of Milan and journeyed to 

v/here they believed they would intercept the emperor before he could 

68 
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canbine his armies. On the morning of May. 29, 1176, an advance guard 

of seven htmdred men from Milan made contact with the advance guard 

69 

of the enperor's army on a plain between Bxisto Arsizio and Legnano. 

Frederick's guard consisted of only three hundred men and so they v/ere 

forced to flee frcsn the Milanese. The Lombards were eager to fight 

and followed the retreating Germans. They suddenly came upon the 

entire army of Frederick's, however, and after a severe beating, they 

too were forced to retreat. Meanwhile, the League's army had arrived 
70 

on the plain and the tv/o opposing armies formed their battle lines. 

When Frederick realized the numbers facing him, he should have made a 

wlthdrav/al. The emperor, hov/ever, put his trust in the terrible 

impact of chivalry charging into militia. Frederick at once took 

the offensive and ordered the charge. The thundering German cavalry 

broke one after another of the League's lines of cavalry and smashed 

into the crowd of infantry behind. The broken Lanbard cavalry fled 

the battle area, leaving the foot soldiers to protect thenselves. 

Frederick, at the head of his cavalry, forced his way to the Carroccio 

and pushed the ccxnpany of the Carroccio back. At this time the 
71 

Company of Death attacked and killed the imperial standard bearer. 

The rest of Frederick's cavalry v/as hard pressed v/ith the strongly 

defending infantry. The foot soldiers were able to hold the Germans 

at bay for a great deal of time. So long in fact that the Lombard 
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cavalry had a chance to reform and regain their courage.''̂  These men, 

along with a fresh troop of cavalry from Brescia, that had just ar

rived, charged the German flank. The imperial troops, already tired 

from their fight with the infantry, were beginning to lose their con

trol of the battle, when Frederick's horse was killed and the emperor 

was throv/n to the ground. Thinking that the emperor had been killed, 

the Germans panicked and sought to escape the battle field.^ The 

Lombards gave them no rest, capturing many and forcing the rest into 

the Ticlno River, where many drowned. The destruction of the imperial 

army was complete. Frederick's only infantry, the troops of Como, 

74 
were all either killed or captured. The remnants of the imperial 

army fled back to Pavia, v/here they told of the emperor's death. The 

empress was at Baradello when she received the news of her husband's 

believed death. For three days she was in mourning, when Frederick 

75 
appeared at Pavia dirty and tired. He had been throTvn from his 

horse, miraculously escaped death, and been forced to sneak back 

through the country that he had so lately marched through at the head 

of his army. 

The causes of Frederick's defeat are many. He was hopelessly 

outnumbered to begin with. His small army did not have the strength 

to fight the combined armies of the League cities. If the enperor 
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would have had sufficient force, he could have sent part of his cavalry 

in piirsuit of the broken Lombard cavalry, not giving them a chance to 

regroup. Frederick just did not have the men to do this. Another 

important cause of the defeat of the imperial array was the determi

nation of the infantry of the League. This v/as the first time that 

foot soldiers had been able to repel a cavalry charge dtiring the 

Middle Ages. This was a severe blow to the feudal armies, which were 

accustcsned to relying on the impact of the heavily armed and mounted 

knight to destroy the infantry formations. For the first time the 

citizen militia had defeated the forces of feudalism in open battle. 

The coxxrage of the infantry had given tlie cavalry the time it needed 

to rally. By itself, the infantry could never have defeated the 

German force, but it did give the Lombard cavalry time to come smash-

76 
ing back into the exposed flank of the imperial troops. 

After this great victory, the Lc«nbards should have forced 

their way into Pavia and forced the emperor to come to terms. The 

longer they waited, the stronger Frederick's position might become. 

In 1168, he had been in dire straits, but he had extracted himself by 

destroying the vinity of the League. V/ith this knowledge, the League 

should have pushed on into Pavia and brought the enperor to terms. 

This they failed to do. They captured an immense amount of booty 

fran the emperor's camp and after forcing Como to rejoin the League, 

they broke up the army and returned to their homes to enjoy their victory. 
77 
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CHAPTER V 

NEGOTIATIONS 

Frederick now attenpted to gain with negotiations vSiat the 

sword had failed to give him. Hoping to repeat his successes of 

1168, he began separate negotiations with the pope and the cities. 

In October, the enperor sent Christian of Mainz, Wichmann, the Arch

bishop of Magdeburg, and Conrad, the Archbishop of Worms to the pope 

at Anagni, Alexander was now an old man, who sincerely wished to 

end the schism in the church before his death. He hoped that sane 

sort of agreenent could be reached, but he informed the enperor that 

there would be no secret negotiations. If the enperor wished for 

peace, he must make it with the church, the cities, and Sicily to

gether. To make this agreenent would destroy the enperor's plans, 

but since his German princes refused to follow him unless he made 

peace with the pope, Frederick was forced to come to an agreenent. 

The Preliminary Treaty of Anagni, between Alexander and Frederick, 

2 

was signed November 4, 1176, The emperor, his wife, and his son, 

Henry, along with all the princes of the enpire, promised to recog

nize Alexander as the one true pope, Frederick pledged that he would 

protect and defend the pope as was the duty of the enperor, 

Frederick relinquished all regalia and other possessions of the pope, 

including the lands of the Countess Matilda, that he had seized and 
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restored the right of control of Rome to Alexander.^ The emperor 

also promised to make peace with the Lombards and the King of Sicily 

and never to take revenge for any wrongs done the empire by those who 

assisted the church. For all these promises, Frederick was to be 

forgiven for his sins against the church and the sentence of excom

munication was to be ronoved from the empire.^ All v/ere to swear to 

uphold the peace and any who refused were to be excommunicated. The 

last term stated that if negotiations for peace were broken off by 

either side, a truce of three months would be observed before hostili

ties could begin. 

This treaty did not hinder the emperor's ability to negotiate 

as he had feared it wotdd. There was no agreenent to deal with the 

cities as a unit and so Frederick continued to try to separate the 

cities from the League. This was the only way he could save anything 

for himself in the congress being planned to settle the terms of peace 

in the enpire. If the League went into the negotiations as a v/ell 

knit organization, instead of individual cities, the emperor v;ould be 

at their mercy. 

The cities began to listen to the imperial envoys. Crenona 

abandomed the League and joined the imperial cities because of her 

old hatred of Milan. The grov/ing prosperity of the Milanese was making 

them once more assert their authority over the weaker cities in the 
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League. Crenona had no intentions of falling vinder Milan's dcanination 

as it had been in 1154 and therefore deserted the League for the pro

tection of the emperor. Pavia, the last stronghold of the imperial 

forces, elected once more to remain with the enperor in his struggle 

with the League. Probably the greatest victory for Frederick's diplo

macy v/as Tortona. Since it was in between Pavia, Genoa, and Montferrat, 

it had suffered terribly frcsn the v/ars. The citizens of Tortona did 

not wish to return to the domination of Milan and so they too joined 

the imperial camp. V/ith the joining of the imperial side of these 

cities, only Alessandria renained in the League in the southwest part 

7 

of Lombardy. This gave Frederick a good base for further actions in 

Italy. 

The distressing news of the desertions from the League reached 

Alexander at Venice, With the news, tliere also appeared two imperial 

envoys, who v/ished to discuss the place of meeting for the peace 

negotiations. Frederick v/anted to change the place of meeting.from 

Bologna, v/here it had been agreed to hold it, to Venice. The enperor 

believed that Venice was more inclined tov/ard the imperial side than 

Bologna. Alexander told the envoys that he could not change the place 

of meeting without the agreenent of the League, He informed them that 

he was going to Ferrara, where he was to meet the Lombards, The 

envoys agreed to follow the pope and there discuss the place of meeting. 
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Alexander arrived at Ferrara on April 10, 1177.^ There he 

met the envoys of the emperor, the League, and the lang of Sicily. 

Alexander explained the terms of the Treaty of Anagni to his allies. 

The pope again pledged himself never to make peace with the enperor 

xintil the League and Sicily were satisfied also. The representatives 

of the League proclaimed that they covdd accept no terms but those 

originally stated when tlie League was formed. After these discus

sions were over, seven envoys from the League, seven from the church, 

ta-/o from Sicily, and seven from the enperor, met to decide on the 

place to hold the congress. This v/as a heated debate. The imperial 

side refused to go to a Lombard city, v/hile the League refused to go 

to any city allied with the emperor. Alexander finally persuaded the 

envoys to agree to Venice, since she was now a neutral. This had 

been a difficult battle since the League v/as still angry v/ith Venice 

for betraying then at Ancona. In order to get the League's agreement, 

the emperor had to pledge that he would not enter the city without 

the pope's permissi.on. After getting this agreenent, Alexander re

turned to Venice to prepare for the approaching meeting. 

The congress was held at Venice in May. It was conducted in 

the palace of the patriarch and the meetings were held twice a day. 

Christian of Mainz, the leading negotiator of the enperor, proposed 

three choices for the cities. They could accept the regalia the 
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emperor wanted, accept the decision of the Diet of Roncaglia, or con-

duct thenselves as their ancestors had done tov/ards Henry IV. The 

cities replied that they would yield only those rights that Henry V 

had enjoyed. These tv/o emperors had been totally different in their 

Italian policies. Henry IV had imposed his will on Italy in much 

the same manner as Frederick had attenpted. Through the force of 

arms, Henry IV maintained a powerful irule. Henry V lost his father's 

hold on Italy. He was forced to grant many concessions to the cities 

in return for their aid against the Papacy. The cities stated that 

Henry IV had been a tyrant and not a just lord. They further argued • 

that the Diet of Roncaglia had been a farce. They told the enperor's 

envoys that the Diet had only been an attenpt to draw the cover of 

legality over tyranny and the cities had no intention of folloid.ng 

its decrees. As the arguing continued to lengthen and no compromise 

appeared to be possible, the envoys of both the emperor and the 

cities agreed to allow the pope to act as mediator. Alexander, real

izing that tempers still raged too hotly for any effective agreement 

to be arrived at at this time, proposed a six year truce between the 

enpire and the League. He also called for a fifteen year truce be-

13 

tween the enpire and the King of Sicily. î/hile this was being dis

cussed, Frederick began causing the congress difficulties. 

Frederick became impatient with the nev/s from the congress 

and moved from Cesena, v/here he had been forced to stay by his promise 

12 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 119. 

•'•̂ Ibid., X, p. 120. 
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not to enter Venice, to Chioggia, much closer to Venice. The League 

and Alexander feared that the enperor was going to ccsne to the city 

and force the envoys meeting there to accept his will. Adding to this 

suspicion was the attesnpt of the imperial party to convince the emperor 

to come into the city. Some of the envoys of the League had already 

left the city and the others about to follow when Venice came to her 

senses and refused to allov/ Frederick to enter the city. The emperor, 

at last realizing that only through honest negotiations could peace 

be obtained, sent men to the pope to pledge that Frederick would ob

serve all the rules of peace if he v/ere allov/ed to enter the city. 

He also promised to respect the treaty that the delegates would de

cide to draw up. Alexander and the League v/ere greatly relieved and 

accepted the emperor's v/ord. On July 24, Frederick v/as conducted 

15 
into the city v/ith great pomp and cerenony. Wlien Frederick and 

Alexander met, the enperor threw himself at the pope's feet and kissed 

them, Alexander, moved to tears, raised him up and gave him the kiss 

16 
of peace. The next day, Frederick acted at the pope's squire and 

then heard Mass given by Alexander since the excommunication had been 

17 

lifted earlier. Here at Venice, the pope and emperor became fast 

friends and proclaimed a general amnesty for all who resisted on both 

sides. The two soon reached an agreement on the truce and on August 1, 

14 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 121, 

""•̂ îd., X, p. 123. 

Ibid., X, p. 124. 

•̂ "̂ Ibid., X, p, 125. 



104 

the peace was ratified by the League, the enperor, the pope, and the 

King of Sicily.^^ 

The terms of the Peace of Venice were like those of Anagni. 

The enperor pledged that he v/ould accept Alexander as pope and also 

all of his successors chosen in the legal v/ay by the church.'''̂  There 

was to be a mutual restoration of property between the empire and the 

church. Frederick also promised to help the pope defend these posses

sions. The six year truce \d.th the Lombards and the fifteen year 

truce with Sicily proposed by Alexander v/ere agreed to, along with a 

permanent peace v/ith the eastern empire. Mediators viere to decide 

the question of the right to the lands of Countess Matilda, which had 

originally belonged to the enpire, but at the countess' death, had 

been given to the church. Christian was to be allov/ed to retain the 

Archbishopric of Mainz and Conrad, the man originally chosen by the 

pope, was to be given the first open archbishopric in Germany. Calixtus 

was to be given one abbey and his follov/ers v/ere to return to their 

20 
positions before the schism, Alexander proclaimed that any who 

21 

broke the agreenents made in the t rea ty would be excommunicated, 

Alexander sent l e t t e r s throughout Europe t e l l i n g of the r econc i l i 

a t ion with the enpire . The enperor stayed a t Venice where he v/as 

gayly enter ta ined vintil the day of h is departvure dji September. Alexander 

18 
Butler, Communes, p, 152. 

^^Colman J. Barry, ed., Readings in Church History, Vol. I 
(V/estminster, Maryland: Newman Press, 1964), p. 432. 

20 
Ibid., p. 433. 

•̂"•ibid., p. 435. 
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went to Anagni in December. The enpire v/as finally at peace. 

The Peace of Venice had been a defeat for Frederick, but he 

really did not lose as much as he could have. The League was freed 

of his control, but it v/as still in the empire. All the peace of 

Venice actually established was a cessation of hostilities. The real 

victor at Venice was the pope. He had achieved the end of the schism 

as he had hoped. Alexander had also obtained the independence of the 

church v/ithin its ov/n sphere. After the Peace of Venice, it v/as no 

longer part of the imperial prerogatives to control the chtux:h. The 

enperor had agreed that he had no right to select popes or call coun

cils about church matters. The chtirch had regained its lost lands 

and privileges. Alexander had restored to the church the pov/er and 

prestige that the actions of Frederick had cost it. 

Witli the Peace of Venice, the enperor could cease his frantic 

preparations for war and concentrate on dividing the cities by nogoti-

ation. Frederick had not quite resigned liimself to the fact that 

his power in Italy had to come through the cities. He felt that he 

could deal individually with the cities and get much better terms than 

dealing v/ith then as a unit. Como joined the imperial party when 

Frederick offered her concessions that amount to autonomy for the 

oath of fidelity and minor regalian rights. These were almost the 

same terms that the League was to receive later, so this was not 

really a victory for tlie imperial forces. 

Rome, seeing that v/ith the conclusion of the fighting with the 

m n n . Lives, X, p. 131. 
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enperor the pope would have the pov/er to force his way into the city, 

sent envoys to Alexander and invited him to return to the Holy City. 

Alexander refused to go unless the Romans promised to guarantee his 

safety. The Romans agreed to do homage to the pope and surrender the 

regalia that they had usurped. Alexander, escorted by his new ally, 

Christian of Mainz, entered Rome on March 12, 1178, tvhere he was warmly 
23 

welcomed. 

With his regaining of Rome, Alexander cotdd turn his attention 

to combating the emperor's antipope, who refused to accept the decision 

at Venice. Calixtus was forced to flee Viterbo, when Christian, under 

the combined banner of the onpire and the papacy, lay siege to the 

city. The nobles of Viterbo refused to accept defeat when the citizens 

of the city surrendered to Christian. Allying themselves with the 

Marquis of Montferrat, who was angry with the enperor for giving up 

the fight, the nobles asked the citizens of Rome for help, Rome, 

seeing a chance to break the power of the pope in Rome once again, 

24 

gladly accepted. Alexander was forced to tell Christian not to 

attack these men, for he did not want further bloodshed. Christian 

went into Viterbo and used the walls as his defense. The anny of 

tlie nobles and Rome was too weak to attack such a strong position 

and was forced to return to the Holy City. The situation in Italy 

was ironic. Christian, now fighting for the pope, was forced to battle 

with men that had so shortly before been his allies. The support that 

the emperor had in Italy v/as not dead, but nov/ it had lost its leader. 

23 
Gregorovius, Rome, p, 600, 

24 
Mann, Lives, X, p. 136. 
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Calixtus, realizing that his case was hopeless, went to the 

pope, now at Tusculum, and begged to be forgiven, Alexander kindly 

25 
received him and accepted his surrender. The nobles of Italy were 

not quite finished, however. In September, 1179, after capturing 

Frederick's and Alexander's general. Christian, they set up Lando of 

Sezza as Innocent III, Alexander's troops soon captured Lando and 

26 

shut him up for life in the monastery of La Cava. Because of these 

actions, Alexander decided to hold a council to end the making of 

these new popes. The Lateran Council of 1179 met and proclaimed a pope 

27 

could be elected by two-thirds of the cardinals. This fully legal

ized the election of Alexander. 

Alexander v/as constantly harassed his last fev/ years by the 

Romans. Frederick supplied what help he could through Christian, who 

was in the field constantly for the pope. On August 30, 1181, 

Alexander died, on his v/ay to Christian's camp to ask the general for 
28 

additional help, Hxmbald, the cardinal-bishop of Ostia, was elected 

29 
to succeed him as Lucius III, 

Frederick's general, Christian, v/as forced to fight for the 

nev/ pope, who had the same problens with Rome as Alexander had had. 

Rome attacked Tusculum, v/hich had put itself under the pope's protection 

25 
Mann, Lives, X, p, 137, 

26 
Ibid,, X, p. 138, 

27 
Gregorovius, Rome, p, 605. 

28 

Mann, Lives, X, p, 241, 
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during Alexander's reign. Lucius went to Christian and asked him to 

drive the Romans back into their city. Christian went and the memories 

of the Battle of Monte Porzio made the Romans hesitant to fight. 

Driving them into their city. Christian died from the fever at Rome. 

The defender of the pope went to his grave with the papal blessing. 

Even though an archbishop. Christian had been a gallant knight. He 

had a haren of girls, a splendid horse, and cotdd sv/ing a battle axe 

with such force that it v/ould shatter both helm and head.^^ With the 

death of his general, Lucius soon found himself in great need of help. 

He decided to go to Frederick and ask the enperor to fulfill his 

promise made at Venice with the Peace, 

Frederick had not been idle v/hile the popes v/ere fighting with 

Rome. During the entire time of the truce, the Lombards had been 

quiet. Both sides had rigidly kept the terms of the truce. In 1183, 

the truce expired. Before this happened, Alessandria, to the amazenent 

of all, made separate terms with the enperor. The city feared that 

the other cities would destroy her when the final peace v/as agreed upon. 

Since Alessandria had been bviilt as a defense against Frederick, the 

city felt that the Lombards v/ould decide to end the city's existence 

when the defense v/as no longer needed. Taking the name of Caesarea 

in honor of the emperor, Alessandria guaranteed its existence. The 

name Caesarea, hov/ever, soon fell from use and the city continued to 

be called Alessandria. 

With the truce drawing to a close, the enperor and tlie League 

30 
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met at Piacenza to discuss terms for a more lasting peace. Frederick 

and the cities had no v/ish for v/ar. The blessings of peace had been 

v/elcomed by all the enpire and no one wanted to begin the war again. 

Agreeing on the preliminaries, the delegates moved to Constance and 

there on January 25, 1183, the Peace of Constance was signed, ̂^ The 

terms of the Peace of Constance were a cenplete victory for the cities, 

Frederick no longer dreamed of subd-uing and punishing the rebellious 

Italians, Wishing his son Henry to be crowned King of the Romans, 

Frederick hoped to establish his son's future reign in security, 

Frederick granted the rights and regalia that the cities had been ac

customed to holding as theirs. The emperor gave up the rights of 

fodrum, forests, pastures, bridges, streams, mills, fortifications 

of the cities, criminal and civil jurisdiction, and all other rights 

that concerned the welfare of the city. The regalia that was to 

renain with the enpire was to be decided by the bishop of each city. 

Those cities that did not v/ish to honor these could pay two thousand 

32 

marks of silver to the enperor annually and be completely free. 

The consuls of the cities were to be chosen by the city and invested 

by the enperor. For these grants, all persons beti'/een the ages of 

fifteen and seventy were to take the oath of fidelity to Frederick. 

All past grievances were to be forgotten. The League vias officially 
33 

recognized with the right to build forUfications. This treaty 

31 
Thatcher, Source, p. 199. 

^^Frederick Austin Ogg, ed., A Source Book of Medieval History 
(New York: American Book Company, 1935), p. 400. 

^^Ibid., p. 401. 



110 

was given to seventeen cities remaining in the League; Milan, Treviso, 

Padua, Vicenza, Verona, Mantua, Bologna, Brescia, Bergamo, Lodi, 

Novara, Vercelli, Piacenza, Parma, Reggio, Modena, and Belmonte.^^ 

After twenty-two years of fighting, the empire v/as truly at peace. 

After making the agreenents with the cities, the emperor re-

tximed to Germany. However, Frederick soon journeyed to Verona and 

there met with the pope in July, 1184. The meeting v/as held under 

strained conditions. The emperor and the pope were opposed to each 

other once again. A problen had arisen over the election of the arch

bishop of Trier, Tt/o candidates had been chosen, with Lucius and 

Frederick supporting opposite men. The pope supported Voimar and 

35 
Frederick supported Rudolf. Both leaders refused to give way to 

the other and this led to harsh feelings, especially v/hen Frederick 

drove Voimar from Trier and established Rudolf as the archbishop. 

These troubles made the meeting at Verona difficult. The major con

cession Frederick wanted for his support was for the pope to bless the 

marriage of Henry, the emperor's son, to Constance, the heir to the 

throne of Sicily. William of Sicily v/as childless and so it appeared 

that his aunt, Constance, would be the next ruler in Sicily, Lucius 

did not want the Kingdom of Sicily united with the enpire. If this 

v/as to occur, the pope wotild be surrounded by Hohenstaufen possessions. 

Lucius refused to agree to the marriage and Frederick angrily left 

tlie city, Lucius, without the support of the emperor, v/as forced to 

Butler, Communes, p. 153. 

^^Mann, Lives, X, p. 249. 



Ill 

remain at Verona, v/here he died November 25, 1185. 

Hubert Crivelli of Mian was elected to succeed Lucius. He 

became Urban H I . Urban had the same opinions as did Lucius, but he 

was forced to wed Henry and Constance. Frederick had the two married 

at Milan on January 27, 1186, v/ith papal legates to assist. Frederick 

then demanded that the pope crown Henry the King of Italy. Urban re

fused and the emperor circumvented the pope and had Henry crowned by 

the patriarch of Aquileia. Urban suspended all those who helped the 

37 
enperor circumvent the papal will. Urban, by October, 1187, had 

decided to excanmunicate Frederick in hopes that this would make the 

emperor respect the will of the pope. Verona did not want to draw the 

wrath of the empire on the city and asked Urban to leave before 

sentencing the emperor. Urban left the city and journeyed to Ferrara, 

The difficult travels had so weakened the pope that he died there on 

38 
October 20, before he covild excommunicate Frederick. The new pope, 

Gregory VIII, wanted peace betv/een the church and the enpire. Gregory 

recognized the crô n̂ing of Henry and promised to respect the rights of 

the emperor in Italy, Once again peace had been restored between the 

empire and the church, 

Henry, in a show of good faith v/ith the pope, v/ent to Rome 

and forced the citizens to negotiate with Gregory concerning the 

pope's returning to the Holy City. Before the agreement could be 

Gregorovius, Rome, p. 612. 

37 
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39 
made, Gregory died on Decenber 17, Paul Scolarl, the Bishop of 

Palestrina, was elected the nev pope, Clement III. V/ith Henry's aid, 

he was able to make peace with the Romans and returned to their city 

in February, 1188. Frederick had dononstrated that he was not sub-

serviant to the popes in these problems. He still expected that his 

rights be respected and v/hen they were he was willing to uphold his 

agreenents. 

In the emperor's dealings with the Lanbard League, he faith

fully honored the agreements made at Constance, W, P. Butler comments; 

Of few v/ars can it be said that they ended in a treaty so 
jijist and so honourably observed, A fev/ years after the Peace 
of Constance Frederick once more visited Lcsnbardy, He came 
as loyal observer of the treaty, an indulgent sovereign 
forgetful of \\Q:ong done him in the past. He v/as loyally 
received by the cities, even by Milan v/hich had knov/n such 
evil days through hira,41 

The journey that Butler tells about is the one made in 1184, the 

meeting with Lucius in Verona. During this journey, Frederick was 

shown the utmost regard. Each city attenpted to shov/ the onp2ror the 

most honor. At this time, Frederick dononstrated to the League that 

he had truly forgotten the old quarrels. He allowed Milan to reb\iild 

Crema, Crenona objected and refused to obey the enperor's command, 

Frederick led the Milanese forces into the land of Crenona and forced 

her to accept the will of the emperor. By this shrewd action, 

Frederick placed himself once more at the head of the League's forces. 

39 
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41 
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He regained for the emperor the right to act as an arbitrator of the 

Italian quarrels. The cities could now feel that they were the 

42 

emperor's confederates, instead of his stibservlent vassals. The 

reconciliation betv/een the empire and the League v/as complete. Until 

the time of the enperor's death in June, 1190, the Italian half of 

the empire renained loyal to the emperor. The feeling of good will 

persisted in the onpire because Frederick gave up his ideas of re

storing the empire to the strength of the Roman Empire, 

42^. Sismondi, Republics, p. 130. 



CONCLUSION 

The strength of feudalism had been destroyed in Italy. The 

cities of northern Italy had achieved freeden to manage their own af

fairs. This allowed the merchants to concentrate their resources on 

the improving of their growing commerce. No longer v/ould the feudal 

lords drain the stibstance fren the cities. The v/eakening of the 

feudal systea permitted the cities to grow into the strong commercial 

centers that are found in tlie Renaissance, whei the immense sums of 

money acquired from trade were used to enlighten Italy and later all 

of Eiarope. 

In England and France, feudalism v/as also being systenati-

cally weakened and replaced. The Angevins of England and the Capetians 

of France were endeavoring to destroy the feudal systen in their 

countries. Frederick had attempted to do the same. He had endeavored 

to centralize the pov/er of the government of the empire in his own 

hands. His failure to achieve this in Italy led to the development of 

the strong merchant powers. 

Frederick, at the last, realized that his bid for power had 

failed. He had fought a war that his subjects in Germany would not 

support. This, along with the conflict with the popes, had led to 

his defeat. The empire and the church had fought a long and hard 

battle. Frederick and the church were able to achieve a v/orking 

senblence of peace. The conflict was not ended hov/ever, as this 

battle would rage intermittently for many years. Frederick was able 

to make such a great adjustment that his last journey to Italy v/as 

peaceful. 

114 
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The conflict that was fought desperately between the emperor, 

the church, and the cities resulted in a complete victory for the 

cities. Nothing was really settled betv/een the enpire and the church. 

This v/as demonstrated by Frederick's and Lucius' conflict, the basic 

question of v/ho v/as the most powerful had still not been answered. The 

cities were -the only victors. They had repelled tlie attenpt to unify 

Italy and had retedned their separate mxaiicipal liberty. This allowed 

the cities to be -the great centers of learning and culture in the 

Renaissance, but also led to many years of aimless and senseless fight

ing among the separate cities. Frederick's attempt to force Italy 

lander his control might have brought Italy's unification as a national 

state much sooner. The v/inning of freedcan from Frederick's enpire 

gave Italy a time of greatness in the Renaissance, but it also brought 

to her many years of bloody impotence. 
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