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/ 0 í 5 , 7 7 FOREWORD 

In 1893, Frederick Jackson Turner declared that the frontier 

period in America had, for all practical purposes, ended. This state-

ment, and the rest of Turner's thesis, "The Significance of the Frontier 

in American History," has completely changed the course and attitudes 

of the study of American history since the early twentieth century. As 

of recent years, this period in time, Frontier America, has been stud-

ied and researched by so many historians that another period of local 

and regional studies has been, seemingly, overshadowed. This period is 

that which immediately followed the last days of Turner's frontier 

and up to the present. It is in these decades, mostly in the twentieth 

century, that the vast and empty frontier areas were made a vital part 

of the nation, as a whole. It is the peopling and conquering of these 

areas which link our frontier expansion to our present-day situations, 

all over the West. 

On a regional basis, as far as the South Plains of Texas are 

concerned, the study of individual counties is an important area of 

the history of that region, as a whole. This is a valid area of study 

because of the overall general similarities of both the past history 

and the present-day development of nearly all of the counties on the 

South Plains of Texas. These counties were created by the State of 

Texas, either simultaneously, or within a short period of time. They 

all began their development about the same time, and most of them 

ii 



because of similar reasons and conditions conducive to the immigration 

of people to the High Plains areas of Texas. 

Many of the counties were closely linked both before and during 

their development. They were linked, both politically and economically, 

for many years. Politically, under the system of governing newly 

opened areas of the state, one newly organized county v/ould administer 

the affairs of several of its surrounding unorganized neighboring 

counties, until they could organize. Economically, the initial economic 

system of ranching quite often transcended several county boundaries, 

thus making different political areas rather close, economically. In 

the final analysis, nearly all of the counties of the South Plains 

underwent a mild rancher versus farmer controversy in the early decades 

of the twentieth century, which in most cases was won by the indomitable 

farmer. This fact is emphasized by the similar agricultural economic 

system which most South Plains counties have today. 

The choice of Lynn County for the topic of this thesis was 

really not a hard choice to make. First, it has not been written about 

in any depth, which automatically qualifies it as a topic. Secondly, 

it is an important part of the regional history of the South Plains, 

which needed to be explored in detail. Finally, it is the county in 

which I live, thus making it far easier to accumulate material and go 

to places and people who would, perhaps, not be available to other 

researchers. There is a need for this research and exploration in 

this county before available materials are lost due to the passing of 

both time and the individuals, and the possible loss of family records 

and other written material within the county. 

i i i 
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CHAPTER I 

LYNN COUNTY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY 

The Llano Estacado, the Staked Plains, and the High Plains are 

all synonyms for a geographical area of Texas. This area is one of 

vast, level expanses of land, most of which lie on an elevated plain 

which is bordered by the "Caprock," an escarpment which divides the 

high, flat plains to its west from the lower, rolling, and broken 

prairies to its east. This Caprock, which forms the eastern boundary 

of the High Plains, ranges from just a slight hill of rocky debris in 

some areas to vertical cliffs of over three hundred feet in other 

places. A similar escarpment marks the western edge of the High Plains 

in New Mexico and, along with the arbitrary Oklahoma border on the 

north, marks the metes and bounds of the High Plains of Texas. 

Within the High Plains of Texas are the South Plains, a local 

term describing a limited segment of the High Plains. Politically, 

the vague limits of the South Plains entail thirteen counties: Bailey, 

Lamb, Hale, Floyd, Cochran,^ockley, Lubbock, Crosby, Yoakum, TeTry, 

^^ 1 ^^^ 

Lynn, Gaines, and Dawson. These counties all have a similar climate, 

history, and economic development v/hich give them a certain similarity 

to each other, and serve to unite them as a group. 

Jean Alexandre Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South 
Plains" (M.A. thesis, Texas Technological College, 1959), p. 8. 



Climatically, as well as geologically, the South Plains has 

all the characteristics of a Plains environment. The land is, for all 

practical purposes, level and treeless and has a subhumid or semiarid 

climate with an average rainfall of from fifteen to twenty inches 
2 

annually. These characteristics made this remote corner of Texas one 

of the last areas of the state to be settled. These same character-

istics also dictated the historical and economic development of this 

particular region. Due to its hostile climate and geography, the 

South Plains was, initially, a barrier to settlers, but the region 

slowly developed into one of great economic opportunity. 

In a historical and technical sense, the area v/as opened to 

settlement long before it was actually practical for settlement to 

begin. The land laws, passed by the Texas legislature over a thirty-

year period, from the early 1870s to the middle 1900s, controlled and 

influenced the flow of people to the South Plains. In the early 1870s, 

all of the unappropriated lands in Texas were classified as the public 

domain and therefore the property of the State of Texas, the school 

lands prior to that time having been granted to individual counties. 

Inasmuch as land was its only asset, Texas bartered it for necessities 

such as railroads and other internal improvements and sold it when 

possible to settlers and land speculators. In 1873, a constitutional 

amendment permitted special grants of land in the public domain to 

railroads in order to encourage the building of railroads and other 

^lbid., p. 9, 



related internal improvements. This provision was also carried over 

into the Constitution of 1876.^ 

The land law of 1876 provided the railroads with sixteen 

sections of land per mile of track constructed and allowed the rail-

road to locate its land scrip in blocks, in specific reservations of 

the public domain, and further made it the duty of the railroad to 

survey its lands and to alienate that land within eight years. 

Further, the railroads received only the alternate sections that they 

had surveyed, in a checkerboard fashion, as the state reserved ewery 

alternate section of land for its public school fund in a law enacted 

in 1874. This 1874 law also set the price for this land at $1.50 per 

4 
acre. 

In 1879, the land law of Texas again changed. It provided for 

sales to actual settlers only at a minimum price for most land of 

$1.00 per acre and set the limit of four sections as the maximum pur-

chase of land. This was known as the Four Section Settler Act. At 

the same time, the unappropriated public domain in a large group of 

unorganized West Texas counties, including the South Plains counties, 
5 

was offered for sale in unlimited quantities at fifty cents per acre. 

This was called the Fifty Cent Act. 

Following the election of John Ireland as governor of Texas, 

in 1882, the land laws were radically altered. Further grants to 

Seymour V. Connor, "Early Land Speculation in West Texas," 
Southwestern Social Science Quarterly 42 (March 1962): 355. 

^lbid., p. 357. 

^lbid. 
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railroads were prohibited and all of the public domain, with the excep-

tion of school land, was withdrav/n from the market. A Land Board v/as 

created to classify the lands as agricultural, pastoral, or timberal. 

The Land Board set prices of $3.00 per acre for watered or agricultural 

lands and $2.00 per acre for unwatered pastureland. The maximum amount 

any one person was permitted to buy was eight sections of land, only 
c 

three of which could be within five miles of the center of a county. 

In 1887 the state expanded the terms of its sales to forty years at 

5 percent interest, one-fortieth down, and also allowed for the leasing 

of school lands for a five-year period at four cents per acre. In 

1895, the price for land was lowered to $1.00 per acre and 3 percent 

interest. By 1898, the unappropriated public domain was exhausted, 

when it was learned that the school land fund had not received its half 

of the lands granted since 1876. This ruling v/as reinforced in the 

case of Hoque v. Baker in 1898, when the Texas Supreme Court declared 
o 

that there was no more vacant and unappropriated land in Texas. 

The school fund had been balanced, all land appropriated, and 

the old days of homesteads and patents was just about over by 1900. 

Only the leasing and buying of school lands remained to be carried out. 

In 1901, a land act made some changes in the leasing of school lands. 

Applications to lease land were to be sent to the land commissioner. 
^lbid., p. 359. 

^lbid., p. 360. 

^Thomas Lloyd M i l l e r , The Public Lands of Texas 1519-1970 
(Norman: Universi ty of Oklahoma Press, 1972), p. 114. ~ 



and leases were not to be granted for longer than five years. The 

lessee had a sixty-day prior right to purchase the lands when the 
g 

lease expired. This year was also the year that saw the sale of four 

sections of school land to a person who would be required to live on 

it for three years and make certain improvements.^*^ In 1905, the 

"highest bidder" law was passed for the purchase of unsold school lands. 

Land was classified, and a price of $1.00 per acre was put on grazing 

land and $1.50 minimum per acre on agricultural land. On surveyed land, 

such as in Lynn County, as much as four sections could be bought. On 

unsurveyed land, eight sections could be bought. Land was sold to the 

highest bidder. However, by 1907 and 1908, leasing of school lands 
12 was largely suspended so lands could be sold to actual settlers. 

Such are the many and varied ways that the land could be, and was, 

acquired by the settlers on the South Plains after it had been made 

available and practical for settlers to come and to live. This short 

study of the land laws of the state of Texas is important because all 

of the counties, including the topic of this thesis, Lynn County, were 

directly influenced by these various laws. However, before any of 

these laws could be implemented by the white men on the South Plains, 

in general, and in Lynn County, in particular, the Indians of the High 

Plains area had to be removed from the entire region. 

^lbid., p. 189. 

^^lbid., p. 200. 

"•hbid., p. 201. 

^^lbid., p. 189. 



The process of driving out the various Indian tribes that occa-

sionally frequented and regularly hunted and crossed the Llano Estacado 

was no easy task. It took tough, daring, and resourceful army officers 

and men nearly five long years completely to clear out and explore the 

hidden recesses of the Staked Plains. The first attempts and major 

successes in driving the Indians off the High Plains and the thorough 

exploration of the area must be attributed to Col. Ranald Slidell 

Mackenzie. From 1872 to 1874, his 4th Cavalry made three large scout-

ing expeditions onto the High Plains, chasing the various tribes and 

bands of Indians to and fro across the Staked Plains. The crowning 

success of these campaigns came when, on September 27, 1874, the 

collective Indians of the High Plains were caught by Mackenzie's party 

in a five-pronged offensive at Palo Duro Canyon and were crushingly 

13 defeated. 

In a mop-up segment of this five-pronged operation, Colonel 

Mackenzie scoured the South Plains area in the late fall and winter of 

1874. During this time period, he criss-crossed the South Plains, 

especially in the area of Lynn County. Colonel Mackenzie initially 

travelled through Lynn County in the first week of November 1874. By 

travelling eastward from Rich Lake in Terry County, on November 2, 1874, 

via Mound Lake on the Terry-Lynn County line to Lagunas Quatros, four 

small lakes about ten miles west of Tahoka Lakes, now known as Double 

Lakes, Colonel Mackenzie ran into both fresh water and Indians. Four 

miles northeast of Lagunas Quatros, Colonel Mackenzie attacked an 

13 
Ernest Wallace, Ranald S. Mackenzie on the Texas Frontier 

(Lubbock: West Texas Museum Association, 1964), pp. 138-46. 



eight-lodge Indian camp, killed two braves, and captured nineteen 

women and children along with 144 horses. After tv/o days at Lagunas 

Quatros on November 4, 1874, Colonel Mackenzie and the 4th Cavalry 

camped at Tahoka Lake five miles northeast of present Tahoka. On 

November 5, 1874, they surprised a small Indian encampment on or close 

to Tahoka Lake, killing two Indians and capturing twenty-six horses 

and mules, On that same day, Mackenzie left to return to his supply 

14 
camp, but he was destined to return to the Lynn County area. 

Colonel Mackenzie v/as not the sort of man to sit around and won-

der or assume that all of the Indians of the South Plains had "gone in"; 

so he quickly organized his last South Plains "scout." His units were 

back in the saddle by November 16, 1874, for a thirty-day march through 

the South Plains area; and, once again, they came to Lynn County. After 

scouting out from a camp in Blanco Canyon near present Floydada, he 

moved south, directly to Tahoka Lake, by December 4, 1874. On 

December 5, he moved to Los Lagunas Quatros and, just as he had found 

at Tahoka Lake, there were no Indians. On December 6, he was camped 

just south of present Tahoka and by December 7 had moved into northern 

15 
Borden county where a light skirmish with Indians occurred. 

Following closely on the heels of Colonel Mackenzie were Lt. 

Col. William R. Shafter and units of the lOth Cavalry. In July of 1875, 

Shafter left Fort Concho for the South Plains to explore and map the 

region and to drive out any scattered hostile Indians. His expedition 

^^lbid., pp. 155-56. 

^^lbid., pp. 161-63. 
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scouted and mapped an area from the Blanco Canyon, in Crosby County, 

to the Pecos River, in West Texas, and back to Fort Concho by 

September 25, 1875. This expedition erased all vestiges of established 

Indians on the South Plains and, in so doing, traversed several areas 

in Lynn County. 

On October 15, 1875, Captain Theodore A. Baldwin and two 

companies of Shafter's famous black lOth Cavalry v/ent from Punto del 

Agua, the present Lubbock Lake site, to Tahoka Lake, to Muchaque, near 

present Gail, to Sulphur Springs, near present Ackerly, which they 

reached the nineteenth of October. Meanwhile, Shafter, with the rest 

of the lOth Cavalry, went from Punta del Agua to Los Lagunas Quatros in 

Lynn County, now known as Double Lakes, and made these lakes his head-

quarters on the plains. From Double Lakes they went to Cedar Lake, in 

Dawson County, where Apaches were discovered and chased them south-

westerly from there to the Pecos River but failed to catch them. By 

November 8, Shafter had trekked back through Lynn County to Double 

Lakes where he gathered his forces and scouted the Texas-New Mexico 

border area until his expedition was terminated by his superior officers 

on December 9, 1876. As Lt. Col. Shafter's troops left the plains in 

late 1875, the area was opening up for settlement and was to see only 

one more United States military expedition, that of chasing the wery 

last renegade Comanches on the Staked Plains. 

1 6 
Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," pp. 22-23. 

"̂̂ Paul H. Carleson, "W. H. Shafter Military Commander in the 
American West" (Ph.D. dissertation, Texas Tech University, 1973), 
pp. 166-77. 



There v/ere numerous small but irritating raids on buffalo 

hunters east of the Llano Estacado by Quahadi Comanches during the 

early months of 1877 and two different groups of men went onto the 

South Plains to hunt them down. The firsT~pã"rly wdb d yr-uup of -

buffalo hunters, led by James Harvey, consisting of tv/enty-four men. 

These men began their quest on May 1, 1877, and were joined, on July 

17, 1877, by Capt. Nicholas Nolan and the sixty troopers of A Company 

of the lOth Cavalry. Capt. Nolan had been sent from Fort Concho 

on July 10, 1877, to assist the buffalo hunters and to drive any 

Indians they found back to the reservation at Ft. Sill in Indian 

Territory. On July 21, 1877, this united group met the famous 

Comanche Chief Quanah Parker, who was also on the South Plains to 

persuade the renegades to return to Ft. Sill, but Quanah Parker would 

not ride with the United States Cavalry to do so. The Nolan Expedition 

was at Cedar Lake in Dawson County on July 23, but on July 25, Captain 

Nolan moved his base of operations to Double Lakes in Lynn County. On 

July 26, Nolan received word that the renegade Comanches had been seen 

18 
leisurely passing Rich Lake in Terry County, and the chase v/as on. 

Leaving Double Lakes on July 26, Nolan's men chased the 

Comanches for tv/o days, to southeastern Roosevelt County, New Mexico. 

The men were without water, and by the twenty-eighth all of them were 

^^Elvis E. Fleming, "Buffalo Soldiers and Buffalo Hunters: 
The Story of Nigger Hill," The Greater Llano Estacado Southv/est 
Heritaqe 3 (March 1973): 14. 
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suffering terribly from the lack of water when the chase was given up 

19 
the night of the twenty-eighth, which v/as spent on "Nigger Hill." 

The buffalo hunters left the army and went from Nigger Hill, 

which was just across the New Mexico-Texas border at northwestern 

Cochran County, to straggle in to Yellow House Springs in northern 

Hockley County by the twenty-ninth of July, 1877. These men almost 

died of thirst, yet suffered little compared to the black troopers 

of Company A. The troopers left the buffalo hunters and went east-

ward across northern Cochran County until they reached a point about 

six or seven miles due north of Morton, where they turned southeastward 

in a desperate attempt to reach Double Lakes in Lynn County. After two 

more days without water, and drinking urine and mule blood to assuage 

their thirst, the men of Company A literally crawled to the edge of 

Double Lakes at about 5:00 A.M. on July 30, 1877. They had travelled 

for eighty-six hours on the South Plains without restocking their 

T *. . . 20 
meager water supplies at any time. 

At noon on July 30th, a rescue party, Company G, lOth and Ist 

Cavalry, under Capt. P. L. Lee, reached Nolan at Double Lakes. All 

of the United States army personnel moved out of Lynn County to a 

supply camp at Bull Creek in Borden County on August 5th, and thence 

back to Fort Concho. Meanwhile, Quanah Parker had found the renegades 

and led them back to Fort Sill, thus clearing the South Plains of the 

^^lbid., p. 16. 

^°Ibid., p. 23. 
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21 
last vestige of any organized hostile Indian activity. The South 

Plains, and Lynn County, were now ready for the white man to utilize 

their vast, level expanses of land. 

The legislature of Texas had seen fit, even before the Nolan 

Expedition, to divide the Texas Panhandle and the South Plains into 

counties. Lynn County, named for an Alamo defender, George Washington 

Lynn, was created in the legislative act of August 21, 1876. This 

act took land that had been either attached to Bexar or Young Terri-

tories in vague and meaningless terms and created a body of individual 

counties administered from specific areas. Young County, until 1881, 

had jurisdiction over Lynn County, along with Lubbock, King, Dickens, 

22 
Crosby, Hockley, Cochran, Stonewall, Kent, Garza, Terry, and Yoakum. 

In 1881, a regrouping of the county administrations occurred and Lynn 

County, along with Haskell, Stonewall, Kent, Garza, Terry, and Yoakum, 

23 
was attached to Throckmorton County. 

As the population moved westward, the administrative function 

continued to move with the people. In 1884, the 32nd Judicial District 

was created, and this district contained Lynn County. The unorganized 

counties of Kent, Garza, Lynn, and Scurry were attached to Mitchell 

24 
County within this 32nd Judicial District, in 1884. This situation 

^hbid., p. 25. 

^^Seymour V. Connor, "The Founding of Lubbock," in A History of 
Lubbock, ed. Lawrence Graves (Lubbock: West Texas Museum Association, 
1962), p. 70. 

H. P. N. Gammel, comp., The Laws of Texas, 10 vols. (Austin: 
The Gammel Bookstore, 1898), 9:104. 

^^lbid., 9:369. 



12 

was not to last wery long, as in 1835 another redistricting measure 

reshuffled the South Plains counties. In this measure, Lynn County, 

along with Terry, Yoakum, Dav/son, and Borden counties, was attached, 

for judicial purposes, to Hov/ard County. The judicial district for 

Lynn County remained stable until 1891 when the 50th Judicial District 

v/as created. This district was composed of the organized counties 

of Baylor, Knox, Crosby, Floyd, Motley, Hale, Dickens, and Lubbock, 

along with the unorganized counties of King, Lamb, Bailey, Cochran, 

Lynn, and Hockley. Within this district, Cochran, Lynn, and Hockley 
nc 

counties were attached to Lubbock County. Lynn County remained 

attached to Lubbock County until it organized in 1903. During these 

changes of judicial and political administration, the county of Lynn 

began to develop both a population and an economic system based on 

liberal land policies and beef. 

Lynn County, like most other South Plains counties, was made 

up of two types of land—railroad grants and school land. The pre-

dominating railroads granted land in Lynn County v/ere the East Line 

and Red River Railroad Company; the Henderson and Overton Branch 

Railroad Company; the Tyler Tap Railroad Company; the Houston, East, 

and West Texas Railroad Company; the Gulf, Colorado, and Santa Fe 

Railroad Company; the Dallas and Wichita Railroad Company; and the 

Denison and Southeastern Railroad Company. The lion's share of land 

among these major railroad grants belonged to the East Line and Red 

^^lbid., 9:729. 

^^lbid., 10:38-39. 
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River Railroad Company, with the other railroads each holding sub-

stantial amounts of land. A small number of sections were held by the 

Indianola Railroad Company; the Gulf, West Texas, and Pacific Railroad 

Company; the Beaty, Seale, and Forwood Railroad Company; and the Adams, 

Beaty, and Moulton Railroad Company; but their holdings were a pittance 

compared to the major railroad holdings.^'^ The other type of land in 

the county was, of course, school land, which was every alternate 

section of the railroad surveys, plus other specified tracts of land.^^ 

These various types of lands were taken up by the land companies, 

ranchers, and settlers from all over Texas and the nation. Lynn County 

land was patented under all the different land laws of Texas, and 

these changes in the lav/s influenced the type of person who bought 

land in the county. The evolution from the large land speculating 

companies to the cattle rancher to the farmer was thus wrought. 

In its yery early years, Lynn County was developed by two 

types of people or entities. First there was the absentee land specu-

lator, individual or company, who bought land early and cheap to hold 

for a profit at a later time. Second, there was the pioneer rancher 

who crept up onto the South Plains and into Lynn County to actually 

use the land himself. Because the speculator acquired the land first, 

he must be examined first; but before land could be bought, it had to 

be surveyed. 

27 
Texas, General Land Office, Abstract of All Original Texas 

Land Titles Comprising Grants and Locations to August 31, 194K 8 vols 
(Austin, 1941), 6:658-82. 

^^lbid., 6:654. 
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The first survey party to come into Lynn County arrived in 

1878. There were nine men in the party which was led by Jasper Hayes, 

an ex-Confederate Army officer v/ho had a peg leg. The party included 

Hayes, from Fort Worth; Enos Seeds, from Philadelphia; W. S. Guthrie, 

from Ohio; Will Bondies, from South Texas; Bill Meeks, from Houston; 

Stephen Charles, from Ohio; "Shad" Pennington; and tv/o others. This 

first survey of the South Plains established its beginning point at 

Double Lakes in northwestern Lynn County and worked outward from there. 

By the end of 1878, this first survey was completed and land in Lynn 

County was available to the purchaser. 

The first lands alienated in Lynn County were patented under 

the Constitution of 1876. These first acquisitions of land v/ere the 

prelude to the flood of patents which were issued to land speculators 

following the Fifty Cent Act of 1879. This law, previously discussed, 

opened the unappropriated public domain in West Texas to land specula-

tors at the low price of fifty cents per acre. Betv/een 1879 and 1882, 

when the Fifty Cent Act v/as revoked, almost 450 sections of land had 

been patented in Lynn County, with a wery large percentage of it going 

to land speculators. Although there v/ere many, many individuals who 

patented small amounts of land for speculative purposes, there were 

30 
several who got large amounts of land in these formative years. 

Foremost among early Lynn County land speculators was the 

Lone Star Real Estate and Colonization Company. This company. 

pQ 

Lynn County News, 3 December 1930. 

Texas, General Land Office, Abstract of All Original Texas 
Land Titles, 6:652-82. 
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although it had an Austin, Texas, office, v/as made up of men from 

Indiana and Ohio and did its business from these tv/o states. This 

company was organized on March 22, 1877, chartered in Texas, and 

carried out its speculative endeavors until late in 1904. The president 

of this company for its entire existence was T. C. Reade of Fort 

Wayne, Indiana, and Shelby County, Ohio. The first secretary, from 

1877 until 1878, was T. S. Millhouse. Vice-president and legal 

attorney for the company was A. P. Ashbrook, and W. P. Millhouse 

served as treasurer. Between 1878 and 1880, the Lone Star Real Estate 

and Colonization Company patented approximately 131 sections of school 

lands under the Fifty Cent Act in the name of both the company and its 

officers. The company even donated, laid out, and platted a town in 

Lynn County, called Lynn City. It was laid out in 1880, and lots v/ere 

sold. This town was six miles west then six miles north of present 

Tahoka. Many people in the northern United States were sold lots in 

this town, although none ever came to it. The land was eventually 

acquired by the T-Bar Ranch and was "populated" by cattle. The land, 

acquired by the Lone Star Real Estate and Colonization Company, 

located in various parts of the county, was the largest speculative 

endeavor in Lynn County; but there were other individuals v/ho acquired 

31 
rather large tracts of land for speculative purposes. 

Among the smaller speculators, all individuals, v/ere J. F. 

Frazier, who patented eleven sections of land in 1878; Oliver Loftin, 

who patented twenty-two sections of land between 1878 and 1880; Emma L. 

^^^Cass Edwards, "Abstract of the T-Bar Ranch" (Manuscript, 
Lubbock, Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University), pp. 639-40. 
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and Elisha P. Stout, who patented twenty-two sections of land between 

1879 and 1880; James W. Barber, who patented seven sections in 1879; 

Charles M. Thornburgh, who patented twenty-one sections in 1880; 

Jasper Hayes, who as an individual and as a member of two ranches (the 

T-Bar and the Currycomb) patented at least fifteen sections between 

1879 and 1880; and J. W. Goldsmith, who patented eleven sections of 

land in 1883. This small group of speculators, including Lone Star 

Real Estate and Colonization Company, had patented almost 250 sections 

of land out of the less than 450 sections patented before 1883. The 

balance that was patented before 1883 was done so by a myriad of indi-

viduals, all but a \/ery few for speculative purposes since only a 

handful of them ever actually saw their land and wery few ever lived 

on it. This wave of speculative patenting came to an abrupt halt when 

the land laws of Texas were radically altered in 1883 to halt the 

speculation and to promote the advancement of actual settlers into 

32 
these newly created counties. 

With the changes in the land laws and the ending of large 

amounts of speculative purchasing of state lands, after 1883 the South 

Plains and Lynn County settled down to a relatively peaceful period of 

almost twenty years spent building and maintaining a ranching economy. 

In the period between 1880 and 1900, six large ranches were either 

fully or partially located in Lynn County. A yery small population, 

a stable and unchanging economy, and rural isolation evolved naturally 

from this ranching economy. The Census of 1880 accentuated this small 

^^Texas, General Land Office, Abstract of All Original Texas 
Land Titles, 6:652-82. 
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population, as only nine people were found living in Lynn County. 

Ed Ryan, a sheepherder, v/as found at Tahoka Lake, as was the A. C. 

McDonnill family of A. C. and Margaret and five daughters. At Double 

Lakes, John Porter was running a one-man ranching operation.^'^ It 

was the ranching industry that was to develop in Lynn County which 

bridged the gap between the solitude and emptiness of the Indian 

period and the bustling, civilized farming communities of the twentieth 

century. Ranching paved the road for the people to follow by bring-

ing four important factors together—people, money, cattle, and very 

cheap land. 

The first ranch to spread over into Lynn County naturally came 

from the east. The Currycomb Ranch of the Llano Cattle Company of 

Fort Worth was owned by Col. W. C. Young, president of the company. 

The Llano Cattle Company was chartered in 1880 with a capital of 

$400,000; with Colonel Young as president; Ben Galbraith, an equal 

partner and foreman-manager; Sam S. Gholson of Crosby County, stock-

holder; and a board of directors consisting of W. C. Young, T. J. 

Lycon, D. G. Gailbraith, Jasper Hayes (who had led the survey party to 

Lynn County in 1878), W. W. Bishop, E. T. Ambler, and Martin Lavin. 

The Currycomb Ranch took up a large portion of northv/estern Garza 

County and overlapped about three miles into Lynn County's northeastern 

oo 
United States, Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of the 

United States, 1880, Population Schedules, Lynn County (Southwest 
Collection, Texas Tech University). 
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corner. It was not very long until the Currycomb had a neighbor 

directly to the south which v/as the Square and Compass Ranch. 

The Square and Compass Ranch, owned by the Nave-McCord Cattle 

Company of St. Joseph, Missouri, was organized in 1882. Abraham Nave 

and James McCord, wealthy wholesale grocers in Missouri, took advan-

tage of the cattle boom of the early 1880s to establish their ov/n 

ranch. They bought the range rights of Jim and Finis Lindsey in south-

western Garza County, in 1882, and began to build up a ranch. They 

began by using the strange and unheard of policy of buying or leasing 

all the land they used. This ranch lapped over into Lynn County in 

its southeastern corner, north to the east-central part of the county, 

then westward up to six miles into Lynn County. It was bordered on 

35 the north by the Currycomb Ranch. 

At Double Lakes in northwestern Lynn County, the largest and 

longest lived ranch in Lynn County was headquartered. Cass 0. Edwards 

came to Lynn County in 1883 to establish his T-Bar Ranch. From Fort 

Worth, he and his brother George had migrated to Crosby County in 1879 

and ranched there until 1882. In 1883, Cass Edwards decided to move 

to Lynn County where he could obtain much more land. He did this after 

selling his Crosby County lands to C. C. Slaughter and by buying out 

Frank and Will Porter's small herd of three hundred head and their 

OA 

William Curry Holden, Rollie Burns or an Account of the 
Ranchinq Industry on the South Plains (Dallas: Southwest Press, 
1932), pp. lUb-IU. 

"^^lbid., pp. 125-26. 
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ranch at Double Lakes. In 1884, Edwards began to build up his herd 

and ranch with cattle he brought from Crosby County and land he got 

all over western Lynn County. Immediately after his herds were 

established, in 1884, Cass Edwards began to buy and lease large tracts 

of Lynn County lands. Already a man of v/ealth, from his Tarrant County 

ranching, he was willing and able to start big from the very beginning. 

In November of 1883, Cass Edwards, along with W. C. Young and the 

aforementioned Jasper Hayes, of Fort Worth, and L. S. Gholson, of 

Crosby County, formed the Tahoka Cattle Company with $200,000 capital 
37 and the T-Bar brand that was to become famous. This organization 

enabled the ranch to start big and practically insured its success. 

Within a wery few years, the T-Bar Ranch had over seventy thousand 

acres of land, either bought or leased, although they did not begin to 

patent land as Tahoka Cattle Company until 1895. This 87,000-odd 

acres, around 136 sections, ranked the T-Bar Ranch among the largest 

and best of South Plains ranches, particularly because it was all 

above the Caprock. The T-Bar was managed by W. T. "Bill" Petty, a 

cousin to Cass Edwards who came out in 1890 because of the repeated 

urging of Cass Edwards and a bonus offer of fourteen sections of land 

to run the ranch. By the 1890s, the T-Bar Ranch was a strong, healthy 

38 
institution and the backbone of Lynn County. 

United States, Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of the 
United States, 1880. According to the census schedules in 1880, only 
John Porter lived at Double Lakes; but in 1883, Cass Edwards bought out 
two Porter brothers, Frank and Will. This conflict has many possible 
explanations, but no certain answer, so all the names from different 
sources have been included. 

^^Edwards, "Abstract of the T-Bar Ranch," pp. 641-42. 
oo 

Lynn County News, 3 December 1930. 
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Other ranches followed the Edward's T-Bar, the first of which 

was the Dixie Ranch in northern Lynn County. This ranch was owned by 

Maj. W. V. Johnson, who came to Lynn County in 1884 from Borden County 

to establish a new ranch and to escape the fence cutting wars below 

the Caprock. Major Johnson was the first man to fence all of his 

ranch in Lynn County, and this set a trend that was to continue on to 

the present day. The Dixie Ranch was in north central Lynn County and 

comprised of about fifty thousand acres, the core of v/hich was the 

thirty-six sections of Wilson County School school lands. The Wilson 

County School lands were those lands allocated to Wilson County under 

the land laws of 1840 and patented by Wilson County in 1879. Major 

Johnson had purchased the block of land in 1884 as one tract; thus, 

it was an integral unit of land, unbroken by any state-owned school 

39 lands. The first post office in Lynn County v/as located at the head-

quarters of the Dixie Ranch, called Percheron. The post office was 

40 run by Major Johnson's son, George W. Johnson, as postmaster. 

In 1888, Enos Seeds, who had been with the Jasper Hayes sur-

veying party in 1878, came back to Lynn County. He came from 

Philadelphia and settled on land he had persuaded his father, Thomas 

Seeds, Sr., to patent in 1878. This land, near the present site of 

Grassland in eastern Lynn County was to become, for a while, the 

Diamond JO Ranch of Enos and his brother, Thomas Seeds, Jr. In 1889, 

^^Robert E. Abbe, Jr., "Abstract to Lots Number 9 and 10, Block 
125, Wilson, Texas,"1974, pp. 2-7. 

Lynn County News, 3 December 1930. 
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the ranch house of the small Seeds ranch, also called Grasslands, 

became the second post office in Lynn County, officially on January 12, 

1889. This post office served the county until May 7, 1900, and the 

Seeds ranch v/as a central point for travelers and social events of 

the whole area for over ten years. 

Due to the foreclosure of a loan by his Ft. Worth bank, 

C. C. Slaughter's interests came to encompass a ranch in Lynn County. 

In 1897, C. C. Slaughter foreclosed on a note which v/as backed by the 

ranch in Lynn County that F. G. Oxshire had been leasing from A. J. 

Harris since early 1886. This entire ranch was comprised of nearly 

all leased lands from the state, either by C. C. Slaughter or Harris. 

All 140,000 acres of it (between the T-Bar Ranch on the west, the 

Dixie Ranch on the north, and the Currycomb Ranch and Square and 

Compass on the east) was to become known as the Tahoka Lake, or the 

"Bull Ranch," and was managed by an early Lynn County pioneer and 

friend of C. C. Slaughter, Jack Alley. Jack Alley moved his head-

42 
quarters to Tahoka Lakes and stayed there until the ranch dissolved. 

Closely following C. C. Slaughter into Lynn County v/as S. F. 

Singleton, who came to Lynn County in 1898. He began his Slash L 

Ranch (/L) on twenty-two sections of land leased from a Mr. Taylor, who 

had acquired it in 1880. From the beginning, the Slash L, located in 

southwestern Lynn County with headquarters at the present site of New 

Moore, grew from sixty to one hundred sections of land, at various 

^hbid. 

Jack A l ley , "F i f ty-Four Years of Pioneering on the Plains of 
Texas, as Told to Frank P. H i l l , " Lynn County News, 28 Apr i l - 4 August 
1932, p. 17. 
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times. The Slash L and its open range took up most of the south-

western portion of Lynn County, with its open ranges and leased lands, 

and rounded out the matrix of the early ranch industry in Lynn 

County.^^ 

All of the ranches in Lynn County had one common denominator 

in their early days—leased lands on open ranges. Although the open 

ranges ended in the 1880s, the leased lands remained an integral part 

of ranching and an unforeseen trap for the rancher. Of all these 

large ranches, only the T-Bar Ranch v/as to survive. Cass Edv/ards did 

not want to sell; he could afford to buy his own lands and thus could 

not be forced to sell. In 1891, Cass Edwards began to buy and/or 

patent as much of his range as he could and continued the process until 

44 he could buy no more land, in 1907. Other ranchers did not do this 

quickly enough and, when the leasing of state lands ended, had to quit 

and let the land return to the state, as C. C. Slaughter did on his 

Tahoka Lake Ranch, or buy land from newly arriving settlers at high 

prices, as S. F. Singleton eventually was forced to do to keep the 

Slash L intact. 

As the ranching industry entrenched itself in Lynn County, 

an infantile political system developed. Before 1890, with an ever-

changing judicial parent-county and miniscule population, there was no 

real need for a political system. After the 1890 census showed a 

blossoming population of twenty-four people in Lynn County, it was 

'^^Lynn County News, 19 March 1937. 

Cass Edwards to David Murrah, interview, November 5, 1973 
(in Southwest Collection, Texas Tech University). 
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decided that Lynn County needed a political system.' Judicially, 

Lynn County came to a rest when it v/as attached to Lubbock County in 

1891. In 1891, Lynn County was divided into tv/o electoral precincts 

adjacent to Lubbock County's two southernmost precincts. Thus, Lynn 

County had two approximately equal halves--an eastern and a western. 

The voting place and administrative center of the v/estern part was at 

the T-Bar headquarters at Double Lakes. The eastern counterpart was 

at Enos Seeds' ranch, Grassland. Enos Seeds v/as the presiding election 

officer. In early 1900, the Enos Seeds family left the county, and the 

1900 census showed a downward trend to only seventeen people in the 

46 county. Thus, while the world boomed into the twentieth century, 

Lynn County remained a peaceful, sparsely inhabited ranching region. 

Lynn County went into the twentieth century in the same state that it 

had existed for its first twenty years. It was not long, however, 

before the tranquility was shattered by the rancher's eternal nemisis— 

the farmer. Beginning shortly after 1900, the farmer began to infil-

trate into Lynn County, and it v/as this immigration which was to shape 

45 
United States, Bureau of the Census, Compendium of the Eleventh 

Census, 1890, 1:396. Although the manuscripts for the 1890 census are 
not available, research has isolated a portion of the 24 Lynn County 
residents. W. T. Petty and his wife lived at the T-Bar headquarters. 
Maj. W. V. Johnson, his wife, and at least one son lived on the Dixie 
Ranch. Enos Seeds, his wife, and a brother lived at Grasslands. The 
majority of the remainder v/ere in all probability ranch hands on the 
various Lynn County ranches. 

United States, Bureau of the Census, Compendium of the Tv/elfth 
Census, 1900, 1:385. It is not known if the Seeds family left Lynn 
County before or after the 1900 census, but the Petty and the Johnson 
families were still in the county, along with an undetermined number of 
ranch hands. 
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the history of Lynn County for the next thirty years and, ultimately, 

up to the present day. 



CHAPTER II 

THE FIRST GENEP.ATION OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: 

1900 TO THE 1930S 

Lynn County entered the twentieth century as a rural ranching 

area with a minute population and an abbreviated political system, 

but this situation was not to last. The first one-third of the twenti-

eth century, from 1900 to the mid-1930s, was to see a drastic and 

complete alteration of Lynn County, in political, economic, and popula-

tion areas. These changes encompass the dissolution of most of the 

large-scale ranching in the county, as a large farming population grew 

up around newly established urban areas. The changes in Lynn County 

were sudden, but not a "boom" situation as occurred in other areas. 

It v/as a rapid, yet steady, growth. 

To emphasize this orderliness is the fact that the farmer's 

migration began in the mid-1900s, following an orderly law suit to 

establish the use of state school lands leased by ranches. This 1902 

case, Ketner v. Roqan, between J. E. Ketner, a farmer and small stock 

raiser in Lynn County; Charles Rogan, Texas Land Commissioner; and 

C. C. Slaughter, who owned and leased large amounts of land in Lynn 

County, was won by Ketner. In simple terms, the Supreme Court of 

Texas ruled that under the Texas land laws of 1895, 1887, and 1901, no 

lease could be cancelled and another substituted for it. This would 

violate the ideals of the land laws that the school lands were 

25 
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eventually to be settled and bought by farmers. Hence, no rancher 

could renew a lease on lands from the state until the land had first 

been offered to the public for settlement.^ This decision ended the 

so-called "lapse-lease" practice of ranchers' controlling the school 

land, not only of Lynn County but also of most of the South Plains 

areas. After this decision in 1902, a flood of farmers began to reach 

the South Plains; and ranch after ranch eventually had to give up its 

leased lands to the settlers as their individual leases expired. Lynn 

County was no exception. 

As the farmers came to the area and took up previously leased 

lands, many times right in the middle of established ranch pastures, 

as Ketner had done, it was not long before the ranchers had to make a 

choice: solidify and draw up their boundaries, get title to all of 

their land, or simply sell out. This choice v/as largely governed by 

the amount of land that was leased by the individual rancher. The more 

land leased, the more likely it v/ould be that the ranch v/ould succumb. 

Also, the fact that land prices were rapidly climbing influenced many 

ranch owners to "see the light" and sell out for a substantial profit. 

The first large ranch to go under was that of C. C. Slaughter. 

His Tahoka Lake, or "Bull Ranch," of almost two hundred sections was 

largely leased lands and, naturally, was first to go. After the Ketner 

decision in 1902, Slaughter began to reduce his operation as the 

individual leases expired, and many of the leases were patented by his 

old friends and sympathizers. By 1906-1907, Slaughter had doled out 

^Ketner v. Rogan, Southwestern Review (St. Paul: West Publish-
ing Company, 1907), 68:774. 
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his "Bull Ranch" as much as possible to people to whom he v/anted to 

give land. Slaughter was able to select v/ho was to get lands because 

he knew when his individual leases v/ere to expire. He would tell his 

chosen beneficiary when the lease expired and v/hat land it encompassed, 

giving the patentee an insurmountable advantage over other v/ould-be 

homesteaders. The rest of it v/as acquired by newly arriving farmers. 

Jack Alley, Slaughter's ex-foreman and a Lynn County pioneer, handled 

this distribution chore, and he took four sections himself under the 

Four Section Settler Act, including Tahoka Lake which he proceeded to 

build up after 1907 into a twenty-two section ranch around Tahoka 

Lake. 

Closely following on the heels of Slaughter's Tahoka Lake Ranch 

closure were both the Llano Livestock Company's Currycomb Ranch and the 

Square and Compass Ranch of the Nave-McCord Cattle Company and, later, 

of John B. Slaughter. The major factor in the ending of these two 

ranches was the Post Syndicate of C. W. Post. Although largely centered 

in Garza County, which adjoins Lynn County on the east, it had a strong 

effect on Lynn County. In 1906, C. W. Post began to buy up over 250,000 
3 

acres of land in Lynn and Garza and Hockley counties. In Lynn County 

he bought out the eastern portion of the Llano Ranch. J. T. Lofton, 

its ex-manager and part owner, kept the smaller west portion of the 

^AUey, "Fifty-Four Years of Pioneering on the Plains of 
Texas," p. 17. 

^Roy Sylvan Dunn, "Agriculture Builds a City," in A History 
of Lubbock, ed. Lawrence Graves (Lubbock: West Texas Museum Associa-
tion, 1952Í), pp. 254-55. 
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Lynn County part of the ranch for himself. In 1900, the Nave-McCord 

Cattle Company sold the Square and Compass Ranch to John B. Slaughter, 

the brother of C. C. Slaughter. In 1907, John B. Slaughter sold 

50,000 acres of land to C. W. Post, keeping the remainder of the ranch 

and renaming it the U-Lazy-S. Parts of this ranch still overlapped 

into Lynn County, over twenty-five sections of it, but it v/as a small 

portion of what had been the Lynn County portion of the old Square and 
4 

Compass Ranch. 

After these three old and large ranches had been broken up for 

sale, along with the corresponding leases that were lost through expira-

tion, a lull in ranch closing was experienced for over a decade as the 

eastern and northern portions of the county were consolidated and 

established. The Dixie Ranch, although it v/as sold by Major Johnson 

in 1902 to S. A. King, of Waco, and lost its leased lands as did other 

ranches before 1910, kept its core of the thirty-six sections of 

Wilson County school lands intact because all of it was privately 

owned land. These lands were not opened to extensive settlement until 

1923, when the Zappe Land Company was formed by William Green and 

William Zappe of Shiner, Texas; E. Studeman and William D. Green of 

Lubbock, Texas; and L. Lumsden of Wilson, Texas. They acquired the 

Wilson County School lands and opened them up to settlers, finally end-
c 

ing the Dixie Ranch's history as a ranching unit and enterprise. 

Alley, "Fifty-Four Years of Pioneering," p. 13. 

^Abbe, "Abstract of Lots Number 9 and 10, Block 125, Wilson, 
Texas," pp. 2-7. 

^Bobby Jolly, "Abstract of Lots Number 17-20, Block 15, Roberts 
Second Addition, Tahoka, Texas," 1974, pp. 25-26. 
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Closely following the ending of the Dixie Ranch came the demise 

of the Slash-L Ranch of southwestern Lynn County. The Slash-L Ranch, 

due to the expenses incurred buying land from settlers coupled with 

the depressed cattle market from 1919 to 1921, closed out its books 

in 1921. The ranch had finally succumbed to its tv/o v/orst enemies--

fluctuating prices and the land-hungry settler. In November of 1923, 

the Slash-L Ranch lands were subdivided by the Newman Land and Develop-

ment Company of Dallas and O'Donnell. This company, headed by G. 0. 

Newman and William McCarty Moore, acquired these lands from the 

Singletons, and settlement of the old Slash-L lands began with intensity 

immediately, thus extending the farmer into southwest Lynn County. The 

Slash-L was sold out over a period of years, twenty-seven sections first 
o 

then the rest as demand called for it. Thus, by 1923, only one ranch 

of the "old guard" remained and it was to continue to do so, no matter 

what! 

The T-Bar Ranch of Cass Edwards was one entity which v/as not to 

die. As a matter of fact, as other ranches fell by the v/ayside, the 

T-Bar grew stronger. Located from the central through the western 

halves of Lynn County, the T-Bar v/as one of the most important institu-

tions in the county. However, the T-Bar did suffer from the early 

incursions of farmers because of the Ketner decision. In the early 

1900S (1902-1910), the T-Bar lost leases on approximately seventeen 

''john A Rickard, "The Ranching Industry on the Lower South 
Plains of Texas" (M.A. thesis, University of Texas, 1927), p. 167. 

o 

Lynn County News, 16 November 1923. 
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thousand acres in south central Lynn County. This loss occurred even 

though the ranch owners had made every attempt to own and buy all of 

its land, starting as early as 1891.^^ The T-Bar simply did not have 

enough employees to patent all of the lands used by the ranch, and 

naturally some land was lost when time and leases finally ran out. 

Yet, it remained an economically healthy entity during all of the 

changes in the early decades of the twentieth century. 

The T-Bar had three working divisions—the Three Lakes, the 

Double Lakes, and the Guthrie Lake division—each approximately one-

third of the ranch's entire area. The ranch was at its peak in size 

before its leases were lost, prior to 1910. At one time, the T-Bar 

had approximately 136 sections of range leased and owned, plus land 

they had simply encircled and were using. By the 1930s, the ranch had 

decreased in size through lost leases and limited sales to farmers, to 

around 70,000 acres of 110 sections. 

In 1919-20, some changes were made during the estate settle-

ment after Cass Edwards's first wife died. In this settlement, 

because Cass Edv/ards soon remarried, the ranch was divided into 

approximately equal thirds. Cass Edv/ards provided that upon his death 

his son, Crawford Edwards by his first wife, was to receive one-third 

of the ranch. Also, upon his, Edwards, death, his grandson, Cass 

Edwards II, son of Crawford Edwards, would receive one-third of the 

^Cass Edwards to David Murrah, interview. 

"ibid. 
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ranch. The final third was to go to Cass Edwards's second wife, 

Crawford's step-mother. Thus, the T-Bar weathered the first three 

decades of the 1900s yery well and entered the 1930s in wery good 
12 

shape. The ranching industry changed radically during these years, 

due to the influx of farmers and their families, and farming made 

equally radical changes in this same period. 

Before 1900, there was no appreciable amount of farming done 

in Lynn County except that done by the ranchers themselves for their 

own use and benefit. There just were no real farmers. After 1900, 

in 1901 and 1902, a few farmers and "stock farmers" began to infil-

trate the county, taking up land between and around the large ranches. 

Then in 1902, J. E. Ketner won his landmark decision against the ranch 

industry. Soon, farmers began to migrate to Lynn County in ever-

increasing numbers. From 1900 to 1910, the population of Lynn County 

leaped from seventeen to 1,713, most of them farming people; and by 

13 
1910, there v/ere 201 farms in Lynn County. To emphasize this growth, 

a January 1913 Lynn County News unofficial agricultural survey announced, 

in part, that Lynn County had 201 farms, of which 147 were operated by 

owners and 54 by tenants. Lynn County had 556,960 acres of land, with 

260,792 acres in farms. This trend continued upward through the 

1920s and 1930s, as the population of Lynn County peaked at 12,372 

^^lbid. 

United States, Bureau of the Census, Thirteenth Census of the 
United States Taken in 1910: Population, 1910, 3 (1913): 788. 

Lynn County News, 26 January 1923. 
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in 1930 when the county boasted of 2,001 farms.^^ This increase in 

farmers and farming is illustrated by table 1, an unofficial Lynn 

County News cotton baleage table for several years during this period.^^ 

It can be seen that Lynn County had, in its first thirty years 

as an organized county, done well in firmly establishing a sound 

agricultural base relying on cotton production. As the farmer migrated 

to the area with his staple crops and large families, certain events 

and procedures were naturally going to follow. Towns grew up, as did 

rural communities. Schools, churches, and political systems were 

developed, as a normal type of rural civilization manifested itself 

in the three decades after 1903. 

The year 1903 signifies the birth of Lynn County as a self-

governing political entity. On February 10, 1903, the County 

Commissioners, Lubbock County, resolved to accept the petition of Lynn 

17 
County voters for organization and self-government. On April 7, 1903, 

1 R 

the first county election of officers in Lynn County was held. 

M. L. Elliott v/as elected as County Judge; H. C. Whitfield was elected 

County Attorny; S. N. McDaniels was elected County and District Clerk; 

C. H. Doak was elected Sheriff and Tax Collector; and 0. L. Miller was 

elected County Treasurer. The first County Commissioners of each of 
15 

United States, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the 
United States: 1930, Population, vol. 1, pt. 2, Reports By States, 
p. 962. 

^^Lynn County News, 24 February 1911, 28 March 1929. 

Lynn County, County Commissioners Court Minutes 1903-1974 
(Tahoka, Texas, Lynn County Courthouse), 1:1. 

18 
Ibid., insert on p. 1. 
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the four precincts were: Precinct 1, J. E. Ketner; Precinct 2, 

H. E. Baldridge; Precinct 3, B. Humphries; Precinct 4, W. T. Petty. 

Lynn County was off and running. 

The obvious lack of a court house was overcome by holding the 

County Commissioners meetings in the Stoneham Building in Tahoka.^^ 

In April 1903, meetings were held in the Harper Building, Tahoka, 

and this continued to be the meeting place until the new courthouse 

building could be constructed. The first item of business for the 

County Commissioners, after they had all been officially recognized, 

was to let a contract with George D. Barnard & Co., of St. Louis, 

Missouri, and the Texas House Clarke & Courts, Inc, of Galveston, 

Texas, for all of the necessary stationery, books, ledgers, furniture, 

and other necessary items that would be needed for the county's 

21 bureaucracy to function. The amount of the bill for the necessary 

materials to run the county v/as $2,481.95. Soon aftér this event and 

following the ordinary demands relative to the business affairs of the 

county, an important decision had to be considered. The Lynn County 

school lands, four leagues, Nos. 251 through 254, in Gaines County, 

22 
Texas, were leased to Ulysses Dalmont on October 2, 1903. On 

February 15, 1906, Lynn County sold its school lands, amounting to 

23 
17,716 acres, to Ulysses Dalmont for $41,623.00 Aside from this 

matter, the Lynn County Commissioners spent their time, in these early 

days, handling routine matters of road routes through the county. 

^^lbid., p. 1. ^^lbid. ^hbid., pp. 4-5. 

^^lbid., p. 39. ^^lbid., p. 123. 
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public windmills on the square, and other relatively simple 

affairs. 

The overriding concern of the Lynn County Commissioners v/as 

the obtaining of a courthouse for the county. On April 17, 1903, an 

agreement was made between the County Commissioners for each one to 

perform a specific task in the building of a county courthouse. This 

structure was to be paid for by the county without the use of bonds 

or loans and was built by the County Commissioners and other Lynn 

County citizens. When it was finished, the building was a two-story, 

24 
frame structure measuring thirty-two by forty feet. This original 

courthouse lasted until December 1916 when a new, three-story brick 

courthouse was officially opened. On July 31, 1915, a bond election 

for $100,000 was passed by citizens of Lynn County to build a new and 

modern courthouse on the same location as the previous courthouse, in 

the middle of the public square. The contract was let to A. Z. Rodgers, 

a Lynn County contractor, and was fulfilled by December 8, 1916. This 

building subsequently modernized and modified over the years still 

25 
serves as the courthouse for Lynn County. As Lynn County settled 

down to a peaceful and uncomplicated procedure for its existence, other 

events were occurring in the county to spur its growth. 

Simultaneously with the early development of the county v/as the 

creation and growth of Tahoka. Tahoka Townsite Company was created by 

B. G. Sweet, W. T. "Bill" Petty, and Jack Alley in 1903 to promote a 

^^lbid., pp. 7-8. 

^^lbid., p. 8. 
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?fi 
city and to sell lots. This company bought a section of land from 

a man from Ohio, who had previously purchased it for speculative 

purposes from Lone Star Real Estate & Colonization Co. This was 

Section 487, E.L.&R.R.R.R., Block No. 1. Tahoka Townsite Company 

proceeded to sell shares in this endeavor for $25 each. Each share-

holder drew for lots, each being entitled to one lot on the public 

square and several residential lots. Tahoka was the first town on the 

28 
lower South Plains south of Lubbock and was relatively important. 

On April 7, 1903, an election was held, and Tahoka was made the county 

seat of Lynn County; with no opposing tov/ns to hinder it and with 

seventy-four votes cast, Tahoka was unanimously made the County Seat 

29 
of Lynn County. 

From its inception, Tahoka grew fast and steadily, not a "boom' 

town like so many of its contemporaries. In the first issue of the 

Lynn County News, October 9, 1903, the first owner and editor, Otis 

Lilly, gave an unofficial business listing of Tahoka. Although the 

26 
Alley, "Fifty-Four Years of Pioneering," p. 17. 

^''lbid. 

^^lbid. 

^^Lynn County, Election Docket 1903-1974 (Tahoka, Texas, Lynn 
County Courthouse), 1:1. In this election for the location of the 
County Seat, there were only seventy-four votes cast, with no opposi-
tion; yet the petition for the organization of the county which 
preceded this election had the signatures of 150 voters. Coupled with 
the rumors of old pioneers in the county and the universal practice 
of making up names when in need, it is very likely that Lynn County 
did not have the required number of qualified voters necessary when 
it wrote its petition for organization. The puzzling loss of this 
petition from the county records also strengthens this position. 
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first store in Tahoka, that of B. G. Sweet and L. E. King, had already 

30 
gone out of business, Tahoka had a bustling economic community with 

one drug store, two hotels, two mercantile establishments, one saddle 

and harness shop, two feed stores, two blacksmith shops, one meat 

market, one barber shop, one newspaper, three churches, sans building, 

a courthouse, one restaurant, and three lawyers.^^ From this start, 

Tahoka grew to be one of the largest cities on the plains during the 

first two decades of the twentieth century. On February 9, 1906, the 

Lynn County Bank, with W. K. Ray as cashier, was announced, opening its 

doors on March 10, 1906.^^ By June 8, 1906, another bank, the First 

State Bank of Tahoka, with W. D. Nevels as cashier, v/as operating in 

34 
Tahoka.^ On February 15, 1907, the First State Bank became the First 

National Bank of Tahoka.^^ In May of 1909, the First National Bank of 

•^^Lynn County News, 9 October 1903. 
31 

Ibid. This informal survey listed: the Tahoka Drug Store, 
M. E. Gilmore, prop.; the W. B. Davis Hotel and Market; the W. R. Hamp-
ton and Son store; the Tahoka Mercantile store; the Saddle and Harness 
Shop of James Chambers; the Agnew and Soap Restaurant; T. M. Bartley, 
T. E. Harper, and Jasper Haney were listed as lawyers. The Cosmopolitan 
Hotel of W. E. Porterfield, and the Hotel Sherrad, under construction, 
were its only hostleries. R. A. Henderson and R. R. Sanders had a feed 
store, as did R. D. Morris. J. W. Stevenson and Preston Phenix each had 
blacksmith shops. The local tonsorial parlor was run by a Mr. Henderson, 
and the Lynn County News by its original owner, Otis Lilly. The Baptist, 
Methodist, and Cumberland Presbyterian churches all met, but none had 

built a building. 

32jean Paul, "The Farmer's Frontier on the South Plains," p. 115. 

33Lynn County News, 9 February 1906. 
^\ynn County News, 8 June 1906. 0. L. Slaton was this bank's 

president, G. W. Coughran its vice-president, and W. D. Nevels its 
cashier. 

^\ynn County News, 7 February 1907. The First National Bank of 
Tahoka had as its first board of directors 0. L. Slaton, W. S. Posey, 
W. D. Nevels, Jack Alley, and G. W. Coughran. 
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Tahoka bought out the Lynn County Bank. From October 14-21, 1906, 

Tahoka celebrated the completion of perhaps its most important 

commercial structure, a cotton gin. J. S. Wells and J. S. Welcher 

built the first cotton gin in Lynn County and Tahoka, giving the 

county an early advantage as an economic center of a cotton growing 

37 
county. The first cotton ginned in this gin was some that C. C. 

oo 

McLaurin had brought in just before the gin opened. 

In addition to these early pioneering efforts, there were a 

myriad of other economic endeavors undertaken by hundreds of people. 

These businesses ranged from numerous small temporary land companies 

to livery stables to drugstores to barber shops back to various 
39 doctors and lawyers. By 1907, Lynn County had 1,750 people. The 

town of Tahoka had five general merchandise stores, one livery stable, 

two wagon yards, one hardv/are store, one saddle and harness shop, 

two blacksmith shops, one hotel, one school (with three teachers and 

135 students), one Baptist church, one Methodist church, four real 

estate firms, three abstract firms, one butcher shop, one tailor shop, 

one nursery, two drugstores, two banks, one newspaper, and one telephone 

company.^^ All during the early days of Tahoka, the leading topic and 

commercial endeavor was the acquisition of a railroad. Disappointment 

"^^Lynn County News, 21 May 1909. This occurred mainly because 
W. K. Ray of the Lynn County Bank died in May of 1909. 

^^Lynn County News, 20 October 1906. 

^^lbid. 

"^^Lynn County News, 20 December 1907. 

^Olbid. 
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followed rumors and hopes were crushed and many propositions fell 

through between 1903 and 1909, but in 1909 it looked as though Tahoka 

was to realize its dream. 

In the early years of the tv/entieth century, a town without a 

railroad was likely to fail. Every town on the South Plains was 

desperate for a rail link to the outside world, just as Tahoka was. 

In February of 1909, T. J. O'Donnell came to Lynn County and announced 

that he was going to promote a Stanton to Lamesa to points north 

42 
railroad. He needed help. He got it, and he promoted his railroad. 

He also became a local hero and a legend in his own time because of 

his efforts. By August 13, 1909, he and his partner, Charley Doak, 

ex-Lynn County Sheriff, had announced the closing of a deal with the 

Santa Fe Railroad whereby the Pecos and North Texas Railroad would go 

from Lubbock to Tahoka^to Lamesa to meet his Lamesa to Stanton line. 

On May 16, 1910, the railroad reached Tahoka from Lubbock, and Tahoka 

44 was ecstatic. Their survival, they believed, along with the future 

growth of Tahoka, was assured. They were partially correct. To bolster 

their transportation system, in August of 1911 the Lynn County 

Commissioners voted to improve the already existing roads v/hich had 

45 
evolved around Tahoka. These evolutionary roads, one going north 

^\ynn County News, 26 February 1909. 

^^Lynn County News, 13 August 1909. 

^^lbid. 

^\ynr\ County News, 20 May 1910. 

^^Lynn County News, 3 June 1910. 
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from Tahoka to the Lubbock County line, one going east to the Garza 

County line, one going west to the Terry County line, and one going 

south to the Dawson County line, were to be utilized to further promote 

county-wide growth. With its economic and commercial entities secure, 

Tahoka was ready to assume some political responsibilities. 

In May of 1915, an incorporation petition for the city of 

46 
Tahoka was circulated. An election v/as held on June 4, 1915, and on 

June 12, 1915, Tahoka was incorporated by a margin of nineteen votes, 

sixty-five to forty-six. On August 7, 1915, Tahoka's first city 

elections were held. J. E. Stokes was elected as Mayor; Ben King was 

elected as City Marshall; McMill Clayton was elected as City Clerk; and 

J. D. Donaldson, Jack Edwards, H. M. Larkin, Dee Rogers, and S. S. 

48 Ramsey v/ere elected as Tahoka's first Aldermen. These men were to 

govern a rapidly growing city of 119 residences and 48 commercial 

49 structures. In September of 1915, Tahoka had grown to include two 

lumber companies, three hotels, ten stores, one bank, one drugstore, two 

barber shops, two furniture stores, three land dealers, one theatre, 

one nursery, four restaurants, one newspaper, two cotton gins, one . 

railroad, telegraph and express complex, one telephone company, two 

garages, two blacksmith shops, three v/agon yards, three attorneys. 

^^Lynn County News, 7 May 1915. 

^"^Lynn County News, 18 June 1915. 

^\yr)n County News, 13 August 1915. 

^^Lynn County News, 3 September 1915. 
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three doctors and three churches. By 1915, Tahoka had matured into 

a city. 

But Tahoka was not to survive without its tragedies and problems. 

On December 30, 1915, a fire destroyed or damaged thirteen com.mercial 

buildings in downtown Tahoka. Although almost one-third of the busi-

ness district went up in flames, Tahoka continued to forge ahead by 

51 
building and rebuilding. By 1919, Tahoka proper had 1,500 people, 

cn 

by unofficial newspaper count. This slow but steady grov/th was 

enough for Tahoka to attract another bank, the Guaranty State Bank, 

with Carl D. Griffing as assistant cashier, which was announced in 

February of 1916. On October 15, 1925, this newly established bank 
53 changed its name to Security State Bank of Tahoka. As Tahoka's 

commercial and economic community grew, so did its municipal and util-

ity services. 

Tahoka's first real public utility v/as the private enterprise 

telephone company. The Staked Plains Telephone Company, with C. W. 

Alexander as president and George T. Curtis as manager, extended its 

5°ibid. 

Lynn County Nev/s, 31 December 1915. 

^^Lynn County News, 14 November 1919. 

^\ynn County News, 18 February 1916, 15 October 1925. The 
Guaranty State Bank had A. D. Shook as its president; A. E. Herring as 
its cashier; with J. W. Elliott, W. 0. Thomas, and J. A. Brashear as its 
directors. When the Guaranty State Bank changed into the Security 
State Bank of Tahoka in 1925, J. A. Halley was its president, J. C. 
Wells its vice-president, S. W. Sanford another vice-president, Carl 
D. Griffing was the assistant cashier. The remaining director was 
W. H. Dallas, the president of the Brownfield State Bank. 
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lines into Tahoka in 1906 and remained until the company broke up in 

54 
1913. In May of 1913, the Western Telephone Company of Tahoka, with 

George Smith the Tahoka manager, replaced the Staked Plains Telephone 

55 
Company. The Western Telephone Company retained its Tahoka office 

until September 1920 when the independent Tahoka Telephone Company, 

with W. M. Harris as manager, took over the telephone service in 

56 
Tahoka. The Tahoka Telephone Company sold out to the State Telephone 

Company on June 28, 1926. On April 1, 1931, State Telephone Company 

became Southwestern Associated Telephone Company. This situation 

lasted until July 27, 1952, when Southv/estern Associated Telephone 

Company merged into General Telephone Company of the Southwest. This 

57 company has retained its Tahoka business to the present date. 

Following the telephone came electric lighting, municipal water v/orks, 

and natural gas. 

The first attempt at getting electrical service in Tahoka was 

in 1911 when Belton Howell and W. A. Steddum announced plans for an 

58 
electric plant, but they were unable to accomplish their goal. In 

1916, on December 20, after a year of work E. L. Howard turned on his 

generator and the Tahoka Power and Light Company was illuminating 

^\ynn County News, 2 May 1913, 19 May 1906. 

^^lbid., 2 May 1913. 

^^Lynn County News, 24 September 1920. 

^^Betty A. Allen, Public Affairs Assistant, General Telephone 
Company of the Southwest, to Donald Abbe, 11 June 1974. 

^\ynn County News, 15 December 1911. 
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CQ 

Tahoka.^'' In Apr i l of 1920, the Tahoka Power and Light Company of 

E. L. Howard v/as bought by the City of Tahoka af ter J . C. Dunn had 

attempted to take i t over but had fa i l ed to do i t successful ly.^^ 

The City of Tahoka ran i t s municipal e lec t r i c plant un t i l October of 

1925, when an Amaril lo f i r m , Mutual Light and Ice Company, bought the 
fil 

Tahoka e l ec t r i c p lant . By Apr i l 22, 1926, Tahoka v/as forced to buy 
fi9 

back the electric plant from Mutual Light and Ice Company because 

Mutual Light and Ice did not wish to honor the contract. Once again, 

Tahoka had its own electric plant; but in December of 1927 the Texas 

Utilities Company bought Tahoka's municipal electric plant for 

$100,000, and this time the deal was successful.^^ In 1928, the Texas 

Utilities Company merged with other companies and became the Texas-
64 

New Mexico Utilities Company. The Tahoka office was managed by 
65 

W. S. Anglin from 1928 to 1948. During his tenure, Texas-New Mexico 

Utilities Company branched out with other power companies and formed 
cc 

Southwestern Public Service Company in 1942. In Tahoka, Southwestern 

CQ 

Lynn County News, 22 December 1916. 

^\ynn County News, 6 February 1920, 9 April 1920. 

^\ynn County News, 22 October 1926. 
^^Lynn County News, 22 April 1926. 

^"^Lynn County News, 31 December 1926. 

^^Harold Roberts, Manager of Southwestern Public Service Co., 
"The History of Southwestern Public Service" (Tahoka: Southwestern 
Public Service, 1974), pp. 1-7. (Mimeographed.) 

^^lbid., p. 4. 

^^lbid., p. 5. 
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Public Service Company has had three managers since Mr. Anglin--Wil lis 

Clark, 1948-51; Johnnie Reasonover, 1951-61; and Harold Roberts, 
c-i 

1961-74. Southwestern Public Service Company still services Tahoka 

with no competition. From electricity, the City of Tahoka also 

became involved with other utilities, mainly waterworks and natural 

gas. 

In 1918, J. L. Click proposed and then built a v/aterv/orks 

system for Tahoka as a private venture. In June of 1920, the City 

of Tahoka bought these waterworks and kept them up, adding to them and 
69 modernizing them up to the present day. Improvements were voted on 

to be made on the system, in October of 1925, to be paid for by the sale 

of the electrical plant and bonds. ' This system has been a municipal 

system and has grown, along with the city, for over fifty years. 

Following the water system to Tahoka was a new source of energy--

natural gas. In the early part of 1928, the West Texas Gas Company 

announced that a service v/ould be built into Lynn County. The gas 

lines and services reached Tahoka by June 23, 1928. So, by the 

beginning of the next decade, Tahoka was a small city with an estab-

lished political system; an enviable economic system; and functioning 

utility systems of gas, water and electricity, and telephones; hence. 

^^Mrs. George McCrackin to Donald Abbe, interview, June 20, 1974. 

^\ynn County News, 22 March 1918. 

^\ynn County News, 25 June 1920. 

^\ynn County News, 22 October 1925. 

'^^ynn County News, 28 June 1928. 
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it had a bright future. This outlook on the future and grov/th is 

exemplified by the physical growth of Tahoka, both population wise and 

physically. Between 1903 and the 1930s, there were seven additions to 

Tahoka's physical size, plus a population increase from zero in 1903 

to 1,620 by 1930.'^^ 

As Tahoka grew and expanded during the 1900-30s period, other 

towns were born and grew along with it. The next tov/n to blossom in 

Lynn County was O'Donnell, located on the Pecos and North Texas Rail-

road and the Lynn-Dawson county lines. O'Donnell differed from Tahoka 

in the manner of its early creation. It was a railroad-created town 

built on the rail line expressly because of the speculation of a few 

men. In 1909, T. J. O'Donnell came to Lynn County to promote the 

Stanton to Lamesa to Tahoka to Lubbock rail line. He already had the 

Stanton to Lamesa line under construction. By early 1910, he and his 

partner, Charley Doak, ex-Lynn County Sheriff, with financial aid from 

H. E. Baldridge, were ready to announce plans for a town on the Pecos 

73 
and Northern Texas Railroad in southern Lynn County. In May of 1910, 

A. F. O'Donnell, brother of T. J., opened a real estate firm in Tahoka 

to sell lands in southern Lynn County, around and in the town of 

O'Donnell, which had been located on section No. 53, E.L.&R.R.R.R., 

Block 8,^^ By June 24, 1910, the Lynn County News had announced the 

^^Lynn County, Maps and Plats Book 1903-1974 (Tahoka, Texas, 
Lynn County Courthouse), frontispiece. 

'^^Lynn County News, 13 May 1910. 

74ibid. 
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opening of O'Donnell City, with land for sale, by the O'Donnell 
75 brothers and Charley Doak. 

O'Donnell City grew rather slowly in its first years, as the 

only structure there during most of 1910 was the combination hotel-
7fi real estate office-post office of Charley Doak. The Doak Hotel was 

opened in July 1910 and was joined in April 1911 by the Lindley's 
77 General Store. A Lynn County News census in June of 1911 listed the 

Doak Hotel, Lindley's General Store, and the new L. G. Phillips Store, 

78 along with the real estate office in the hotel. O'Donnell continued 

to expand slowly and by 1912 had reached its most momentous point in 

its short life. In late June of 1912, Luke Riley of lov/er Draw, 

announced his intentions of moving his gin to O'Donnell, and had begun 
79 to do so in July of 1912. The city of O'Donnell was now on its way 

to a successful economic career. This fact is illustrated by a 

November 1915 commercial survey of O'Donnell which shows that the town 

was, indeed, on its v/ay. O'Donnell had, by this informal journalistic 

survey, eighteen businesses—three gins, three stores, one garage, one 

post office, one real estate company, one hotel, tv/o barber shops, two 

restaurants, one drugstore, one doctor, one blacksmith, one lumber 

^^Lynn County News, 24 June 1910. 

'^^ynn County News, 8 July 1910. 

'^^Lynn County News, 28 April 1911. 

^\ynn County News, 16 June 1911. 

^\ynn County News, 12 July 1912. 
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80 
yard--and, also, one school and one church. The city had grown 

substantially from its modest beginning and was to grow more as time 

passed. An institution of great importance was brought to O'Donnell 

in 1919 when the First National Bank of Tahoka sponsored the Bank of 

O'Donnell, announcing it in October of 1919 with Raymond Weathers as 

cashier. This bank became the First State Bank of O'Donnell in July 

of 1920 and was to face no competition until 1924.^^ S. I. Self, in 

December of 1924, opened his O'Donnell National Bank.^^ The two banks 

competed until 1926 when, in December of that year, they combined to 
po 

make the First National Bank of O'Donnell. The tov/n of O'Donnell 

was growing. An unofficial Lynn County News survey indicated that 

in November of 1919 O'Donnell had a population of approximately 300 
84 people. As the economy grew and people continued to come to the 

80 
Lynn County News, 25 November 1915. O'Donnell had three 

gins--the Fullerton, the Vaughn, and Luke Riley's gins. The three 
stores were those of L. G. Phillips, Lindley's, and J. E. Eubanks & 
Son. There was one garage, the City Garage of Jay Phillips; one post 
office in the O'Donnell Hotel, with Mrs. Doak as postmistress; one 
real estate office, that of Doak and Saunders, in the O'Donnell Hotel; 
and, of course, one hotel—the O'Donnell Hotel. O'Donnell also had 
the W. A. Tredway Drugstore; two barber shops; two restaurants; the 
J. J. Weems blacksmith shop; the Hal Singleton lumberyard; and one 
doctor, Dr. Kibbe. 

^\ynn County News, 16 July 1920. The Bank of O'Donnell, as 
a branch bank of the First National Bank of Tahoka, did not at first 
have its own directors. When it became the First State Bank of 
O'Donnell, it had W. D. Nevels of Tahoka as president; R. P. Weathers 
as cashier; and Hal Singleton, Charley Doak, and Al Lockwood as 
directors. 

^^Lynn County News, 4 December 1924. 

^^Lynn County News, 16 December 1926. 

^^Lynn County News, 14 November 1919. 
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town and area, assuring O'Donnell of a future, political organization 

was a natural step for the residents of O'Donnell to take. 

In 1923, the movement for incorporation of O'Donnell grew 

strong enough for it to become a reality, and it was accomplished by 

an election which was held on May 5, 1923 and was passed by a margin 

of tv/enty-seven votes, forty-five to eighteen.^^ Shortly after incor-

poration, O'Donnell held its first elections and elected W. R. 

Sanderson as Mayor; E. S. Scrimshire as City Secretary; and C. I. 

Kuykendall, E. I. Sorrels, G. A. Haney, E. S. Scrimshire, and T. B. 
oc 

Bailey as O'Donnell's first Councilmen. With its commercial commun-

ity firmly established and its political body organized to govern 

itself, O'Donnell v/as ready to move forward and obtain items and 

luxuries that all towns required, its utilities, for the betterment of 

the town area. 

The decade of the 1920s in O'Donnell was spent on building or 

obtaining the necessary utilities and services a city requires to func-

tion and serve and, thus, attract residents. Quickly, a major utility 

was attracted to the city—electricity. This service was brought to 

O'Donnell from Lamesa in 1925 by the West Texas Electric Company. In 

1926 and 1929, this company, through merger and combination, became the 

Texas Electric Service Company. This power company has been the one and 

only electric company that O'Donnell has had from 1925 to the present 

^^Lynn County, County Commissioners Court Minutes 1903-1974 
(Tahoka, Texas, Lynn County Courthouse), 2:327. 

^^O'Donnell, City Council Minutes 1923-1974 (O'Donnell, Texas, 
O'Donnell City Hall), pp. 1-14. 
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87 
day. Following the acquisition of electrical service, O'Donnell also 

acquired a municipal water system and a private commercial natural gas 

company. After incorporation, in 1923, the city of O'Donnell began to 

plan and build its own municipal water and sev/age systems. The Lynn 

County News had an announcement in the August 9, 1928, edition that 

stated that the city of O'Donnell had completed its municipal water 

88 
system. Following the construction of the water system, the West 

Texas Gas Company brought natural gas to O'Donnell. On July 18, 1928, 

natural gas service was offered in O'Donnell, as the gas lines came 

89 south from Tahoka. 

O'Donnell attracted its first telephone company in January 

1921 v/hen J. H. Lee bought three lots from L. E. Alderman and opened 

the O'Donnell Telephone Company. This lasted until September 1925 when 

W. G. Dingus bought the firm. Mr. Dingus sold the O'Donnell Telephone 

Company to W. T. Huff in September 1928. Mr. Huff operated the company 

until February of 1945 when the Bill W. Davis family acquired it, and 

it has remained an independent telephone company under their ownership 
90 

up to the present day. 

of 0 
Texas 

Mrs. Jimmie Knight, Manager, Texas Electric Service Company 
'Donnell, "The History of Texas Electric Corporation in O'Donnell, 
s," 1974. 

^\ynn County News, 9 August 1928. 

^^Lynn County News, 28 June 1928. 

^^Lynn County, Deed Records 1876-1974 (Tahoka, Texas, Lynn 
County Courthouse), 26:604, 35:36, 89:60. 



49 

So, complete with gas, water, electricity, and telephone 

service, O'Donnell was to enter the decade of the 1930s as a rather 

small but \/ery modern city, ready to grow and expand. 

In a population and physical sense, O'Donnell grew quite a 

bit in its first tv/o decades. From zero population in 1909 to approx-

imately 300 people in 1919 was a substantial growth. After 1919, 

during its period of expansion in the 1920s, O'Donnell added over 

700 people, resulting in a cumulative total of 1,026 people within its 

91 
limits by 1930. During these two decades O'Donnell also expanded its 

physical limits twice in one year. In 1925, two additions, the Dawson 

Heights and the Minton additions, were added to the town, thereby 

92 extending it into Dawson County. This was the only physical expansion 

O'Donnell was to undergo in its history. 

The growth of O'Donnell was paralleled by the growth of Wilson, 

another early town in Lynn County. Wilson, too, started as the result 

of a railroad line and began its steady growth in 1912. Located in the 

Wilson County school lands, thus its name, and ov/ned by William Green 

of Shiner, Texas, it, too, was on the Pecos and North Texas Railroad 

line.^^ D. T. Rodgers was living where Wilson is now located, in early 

1912. By April of 1912, Wilson had a post office, lumberyard, and 

^^United States, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the 
United States: 1930, Population, vol. 3, Reports By States, pt. 2., 
p. 1081. 

^^Lynn County, Maps and Plats Book 1903-1974. 

^^Wilson, Texas, "History of the City of Wilson" (Wilson City 
Hall, 1974). 
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general store—namely, the Wilson Post Office, the Wilson Lumberyard, 

94 
and the Wilson Mercantile. Wilson expanded slowly and by June 1914 

had acquired its first gin, Wilson Gin Company. An unofficial 

commercial survey by the Lynn County News indicated that in 

January 1915 Wilson had ten buildings~one gin, one lumber company, 

96 
one store, one barber shop, one tailor shop, and five residences. 

In addition, a railroad depot was under construction at the time, 

and about to be completed. On October 27, 1916, the Lynn County News 

announced that the Wilson community would have a hotel, and in 1920 

97 Wilson acquired a much needed bank. The Wilson State Bank was opened 

98 on February 28, 1920, with J. R. Houston as assistant cashier. 

Commercially and economically, Wilson was sufficiently strong to survive, 

so its residents did not believe they really needed a political system, 

although they numbered approximately tv/o hundred souls by November of 

99 
1919, according to the Lynn County Nev/s. " Wilson did not incorporate 

for many years, yet managed to build and attract the services and 

utilities that were needed. 

^\ynn County News, 12 April 1912. 

^\ynn County News, 12 June 1914. 

^^Lynn County News, 8 January 1915. Wilson had the Wilson Gin 
Company, the Wilson Lumber Company, the Wilson Mercantile Company, one 
barber shop, and one tailor shop. 

^^Lynn County News, 27 October 1916. 

^^ynn County News, 19 March 1920. The Wilson State Bank opened 
on February 28, 1920. L. Lumsden was the bank's president; J. R. 
Houston was the assistant cashier; and William Green, PhiUip Welhausen, 
and J. T. Williams were directors. 

^^Lynn County News, 14 November 1919. 
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Natural gas was brought to Wilson in the early part of 1929 

as a result of the entrance of West Texas Gas Company into Lynn 

County. Electrical services came to Wilson via the Texas Utilities 

Company (Southwestern Public Service) in the late 1920s. These 

utilities were all that Wilson acquired in two decades, yet the 

unincorporated town of Wilson realized a slow but steady growth during 

the first few decades of its existence. 

Historically, during Lynn County's entire twentieth century, 

there have been certain entities which, for the lack of a better term, 

are called rural communities. These communities are not truly an 

urban area as much as they are, and/or were, the center of a particular 

rural area of the county. Certain features mark most of these commun-

ities, usually a school, a cotton gin, one or two stores, and several 

residences. The major criterion for these communities is, or was, a 

school. Some of the communities had churches, some had gins, some had 

stores, but they all had or were close to schools. Most of these 

communities had no incorporation--hence no records—so research has 

proved to be rather difficult. The most satisfactory way to isolate 

their general beginning and demise is to trace their individual school 

systems, because, as the schools went, so did their respective 

communities. 

From 1903 to 1933, there were, in Lynn County, twenty-eight 

school districts; thus twenty-five communities or "areas of local 

^°°Lynn County News, 21 March 1929. 

^^^Robferts, "The History of Southwestern Public Service," p. 3. 
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102 
focus" of people also existed. Because of transportation and 

economic conditions, these communities were the daily economic, educa-

tional, cultural, social, and religious centers for their respective 

areas of the county. For the first half of the twentieth century, 

the rural community was an important feature of the life style and 

economy of the residents of Lynn County. As modern technology and 

civilization grew in Lynn County, the rural community began to decline 

in the late 1930s. Some "communities" failed and were deserted, while 

others grew to a larger size, almost into small towns. One such 

community, New Home, eventually was incorporated as a city. As 

maps numbers 2 and 4 illustrate, the rural community v/as a widely 

spread feature of Lynn County and certainly an integral feature of the 

early history of the county. 

As was previously mentioned in the discussion of the rural 

community, there were twenty-eight school districts in Lynn County in 

1933. Of these, two were in incorporated cities, one was in an 

unincorporated town, and twenty-five were in or near rural communities 

These districts were created over a long period of time to serve the 

newly arriving and growing population, as they came to the different 

parts of the county. The locations of these various schools are 

illustrated on map number 2. 

Perhaps the simplest way to present the development of Lynn 

County's schols is to give a chronological narration of the many 

^^^M. L. H. Baze, "An Educational History of Lynn County" 
(M.A. thesis, Texas Tech University, 1933), p. 8. 
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districts. The first school in Lynn County was District No. 1, New 

Lynn School District. Created in 1902, this school, located in the 

Lynn community, was to serve the whole county. Mrs. Jessie Randall 

was the first teacher of this school, thus the first teacher in Lynn 

County.^^^ 

After 1902 came District No. 2, Tahoka School District. 

Created in 1903, this was to serve the southern part of the county. 

District No. 3, Pride School District, was created February 9, 1904, 

and was to cover a strip of land called a "county line district" on 

105 the Lynn-Dawson and Terry county lines. Following the Pride School 

District was District No. 4, or T-Bar, for the southeast corner of 

the county. Created on May 23, 1904, the T-Bar District was named, 

naturally, after the T-Bar Ranch. The East Draw Common School 

District, commonly called Redwine, was the District No. 5, created on 

May 23, 1904.^^^ On June 13, 1904, School District No. 6, West Point, 
1 QO 

was created for the northwest part of the county. By May 8, 1905, 

District No. 7, Emory School, had been created out of a part of 

District No. 6. District No. 7 soon became known as the Lakeview 

School District. On November 13, 1906, School District No. 8, Draw 

School, was created east of the Redwine School, for the southeast corner 

of the county.^^^ On May 13, 1907, District No. 9, Midway School, was 

^°^Ibid., pp. 30-34. ""^^lbid., pp. 34-39. 

^^^lbid., pp. 39-42. ""^^lbid., pp. 42-44. 

^°^Ibid., pp. 44-46. ''^^lbid., pp. 46-47. 

^°^Ibid., pp. 47-49. ""^^lbid., pp. 49-52. 
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was created for the south central part of the county. The northeast 

portion of Lynn County was included in the educational system when 

District No. 10, the Morgan School District, v/as created on May 13, 

112 
1907. Simultaneously with District Nos. 9 and 10, District No. 11, 

Joe Bailey School, in the lower southeast portion of the county, was 

113 
created. On May 13, 1907, District No. 12, Minor School, was 

created for the north central part of the county. District No. 13, 

Edith District, was created on August 13, 1908, to serve the east 

115 central portion of the county. These thirteen schools were created 

before 1910 and were the first line of an educational system which was 

yet to double by 1933. However, the school districts created after 

1910 were necessarily parts of one or more of the original school 

districts created before 1910. 

During and after 1910, there v/ere fifteen districts created in 

Lynn County. The first of these was District No. 14, Three Lakes 

School, created officially on May 10, 1910, to serve the western 

1 1 fi 
central part of the county. District No. 15, created on June 13, 

1910, O'Donnell School, was a "county line" district on the Lynn-

Dawson county lines. For three years, no school districts were 

created and then on February 10, 1913, District No. 16, Wilson School, 

was created. District No. 17, Joe Stokes, was created on 

^^hbid., pp. 52-54. ^^^lbid., pp. 54-55. 

^^-^lbid., pp. 55-57. ^^^lbid., pp. 57-60. 

^^^lbid., pp. 60-61. ^^^lbid., pp. 62-64. 

^^'^lbid., pp. 64-67. ^^^lbid., pp. 67-69. 
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May 12, 1914,^^^ then District No. 18, Dixie District, June 14, 

1915,^^° District No. 19, Gordon School, March 14, 1916,^^^ to serve 

the far eastern area of Lynn County. Almost simultaneously, on 

April 10, 1916, District No. 20, Needmore School, was created to serve 

122 
eastern Lynn County. Oddly, the next District No. 21, Grassland, 

had no official recorded beginning in county records, but it was first 

defined and created in 1916, to serve the eastern central part of Lynn 

123 
County. Like Grassland School District, District No. 22, Garlynn, 

had no recorded beginning, but it originated under Garza County and 

became a part of Lynn County school system in 1916, along with 

124 
Grassland. Another oddly acquired school v/as District No. 23, 

Hackberry School, defined by Garza County as in Lynn County, but, in 

reality, it was in Garza County. This became a "county line" district 

125 on February 17, 1916, under Garza County control. On June 14, 1917, 

School District No. 24, the Petty School, was created for the north 

126 
central part of the county. Closely following the Petty School was 

District No. 25, the Wells School, created on June 30, 1917, for the 

127 
southwest part of the county. District No. 26, Magnolia School, 

1 og 

was created on April 5, 1919, for the eastern part of the county. 

In the far northeastern corner of the county, District No. 27, South-

land School, was created on June 10, 1922, and was controlled from 

^"•^lbid., pp. 69-71. ''^^lbid., pp. 71-74. 

^^hbid., pp. 74-75. ^^^lbid., pp. 75-76. 

^^-^lbid., pp. 76-77. ^^"^lbid., pp. 77-78. 

^^^lbid., pp. 78-79. ^^^lbid., pp. 79-80. 

^^'^lbid., pp. 80-82. ""^Sibid., pp. 82-83. 
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129 
Garza County. ' On February 26, 1924, the last school district in 

Lynn County was created and that v/as District No. 28, Newmoore School, 

and with two school buildings--the Newmoore and Slash-L schools. 

These were a result of the opening up of a large amount of ranchland 

to farmers in the southwestern portion of the county.^^^ Thus, Lynn 

County developed a large and profuse number of schools and a modern 

school system, for the period, in just the first two decades after the 

county was organized. 

The major social and cultural units of ewery town and community 

in Lynn County were the various churches established over the years, 

These churches, in every community, were more than just a once-a-v/eek 

religious service building. They were the yery center of a majority 

of the social and cultural lives and thoughts of the people seven days 

a week. A church opening or any church activity was a major function, 

for all denominations, in all of the Lynn County towns and communities; 

and because of this, they deserve to be mentioned individually, and in 

detail. 

Since Tahoka was the county's first town, it is logical that 

it had churches first. It did. The first church in Tahoka was the 

Baptist church. In the summer of 1902, the Rev. J. R. Miller began 

services in the home of W. C. Cowan, seven miles south of present 

Tahoka. Almost simultaneously, a Dr. Pharr started preaching in the 

^^^lbid., p. 83 

^^°Ibid., pp. 83-85. 



57 

home of W. T. Fenn, nine miles north of Tahoka. Following the crea-

tion of Tahoka on July 5, 1903, the First Missionary Baptist Church 

of Tahoka was created with sixteen charter members. Rev. Ira Parrack 

was the first Pastor. The church met in the District Court Room in 

the courthouse, alternating with other denominations. In September 

of 1906, the church purchased lots on South First Street and in 1907 

finished its first building. This building served until 1925 when the 

church bought lots on Lockwood and began to build its present building. 

131 
The old building was sold to the Church of Christ in 1926. 

Closely following the Baptists were the Methodists. In 

November of 1902, A. B. Roberts was appointed as a circuit rider to 

Lynn and Terry counties. He was the first pastor and organizer of the 

First Methodist Church of Tahoka. In 1904, J. 0. Gore became the Lynn 

County circuit rider. In 1905, a parsonage was built and in 1906 the 

first church building was built on South First Street under Reverend 

Gore's leadership. That building served until 1924 when a building 

132 
was built on North First Street and Avenue J. 

As the town of Wilson grew, so did its social/religious 

community. The omnipresent Baptists were first in Wilson, as they 

were in most West Texas communities. The First Baptist Church of 

Wilson was officially organized on October 18, 1914. On November 15, 

1914, J. E. Nicholson was named pastor of the new church. By 

^^Virst Baptist Church of Tahoka Yearbook, 1964-1965 (Tahoka: 
First Baptist Church, I9bb), p. i. 

^^^"The History of the First United Methodist Church of Tahoka" 
(Compiled by church staff, 1972). 
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February of 1916, thanks to a donation of $500 and some lots by 

William Green, the Baptists had a building. But, by 1925, they had 

outgrown their original building and began construction on a new 

brick building which had its first phase finished by February of 1926. 

The Wilson Baptists still use this building, plus its several additions 

133 
and enlargements. St. Pauls Lutheran Church came to Wilson, being 

organized on July 10, 1926. Their first pastor was Pastor Ahlbrant, and 

he led services in the J. E. Noack residence until they bought a vacant 

Baptist church building in 1926. This building is stiU used by the 

134 church, its only one during its existence. 

Closely following church organizations in Tahoka came a church 

in the community of New Home. The New Home Baptist Church v/as organized 

on February 16, 1908, and met in the New Home school house with 

J. R. Miller as its first pastor. This situation was altered in 1917, 

when the church built its first building. This lasted until 1927, when 

another, bigger and better church was built and it lasted until the 

135 
present building was built in 1962. 

Following the New Home church in a chronological sense, came 

the First United Methodist Church of O'Donnell. This church was 

organized in the summer of 1913 and first met in the O'Donnell school 

house. The church's first minister was T. J. Knight and the first 

building was built in 1914. The church v/as enlarged in 1927, 1930, 

^^'^First Baptist Church of Wilson Yearbook, 1964-1965 
(Wilson: First Baptist Church, 1965), pp. 4-16. 

^*^^St. Paul Lutheran Church, response to questionnaire, 1974. 

^"^^New Home Baptist Church, response to questionnaire, 1974. 
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1948, and in 1960 a new sanctuary v/as added. The O'Donnell Baptist 

Church was organized on October 18, 1914. The first pastor was the 

Reverend Davis, who conducted services in the O'Donnell school house 

and then in the local theatre. By 1924, the church had built a base-

ment for its congregation but moved to another site for classrooms 

in 1927. In 1939, an auditorium and other buildings were finally 
137 added to the original site of the basement. 

The Grassland community served as the religious center for a 

large portion of eastern-central Lynn County. Grassland acquired 

three churches in its history—Baptist, Methodist, and Nazarene. The 

first church in Grassland was the Grassland Methodist Church, organized 

in 1916 under Rev. J. P. Calloway. In 1925, this church united with 

the Draw Methodist Church, and in 1944 it also took in the Graham 

Chapel. The Grassland Methodist Church, reflecting the Lynn County 

138 
urban growth, closed its doors in April of 1973. The Grassland 

Nazarene Church organized in August of 1921 with the Rev. C. C. 

Montardon as its first pastor. The church met in a brush arbor until 

its first building was completed in May of 1922. The church used that 

same building until a new one was constructed on the same site in 1962, 

139 
and this church is still very active today. Soon after the Nazarene 

^^^O'Donnell First United Methodist Church, response to 
questionnaire, 1974, 

^^'^"The History of the First Baptist Church of O'Donnell, 1964" 
(Compiled by church staff). 

^^^Grassland Methodist Church, response to questionnaire, 1974. 

^"^^Grassland Nazarene Church, response to questionnaire, 1974. 
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church organized, the Central Baptist Church of Grassland organized. 

This organization, in January of 1922, was a union of two existing 

congregations, the Grassland and Magnolia community Baptists. This 

church held services in the Grassland school house until they built a 

church building as a result of a cotton crop donation. Construction 

was completed by May 21, 1922, and the first pastor v/as W. K. Horn. 

The church was supported yearly by cotton crop donation pledges. The 

140 
Central Baptist Church closed its doors gradually in the 1960s. 

Lynn County had evolved from a pastoral ranching area in 1900 

to a thriving farming area by the 1930s, complete with a large popula-

tion, an established money crop, three cities, various and sundry 

communities, a widespread school system, and all the other accouter-

ments which followed the evolution of a modern farming community in a 

previously established ranching area. Lynn County v/as to spend its 

next three decades, from the 1930s to the 1960s in building on what had 

already been done, and would emerge as a modern county and one of the 

agricultural leaders in the entire state. 

Grassland Central Baptist Church, response to questionnaire, 
1974. Note: There were Churches of Christ in Lynn County during the 
1920s, but they did not respond to the author's attempts to acquire 
information on their respective histories. To avoid inaccuracies and 
speculation, these churches were omitted from the body of this thesis. 



CHAPTER III 

THE SECOND GENERATION: THE 1930s TO THE 1960s 

The period from 1903 to the mid-1930s was the initial founding 

era for Lynn County, its first generation, v̂ hen the base for political, 

economic, social, cultural, and physical status of the area was estab-

lished. The following three decades, from the mid-1930s to the 1960s, 

were a time of growth and maturation of these institutions in Lynn 

County. Lynn County grew in every important statistic possible, except 

population, during these years and emerged as one of the leading 

agricultural counties on the South Plains as well as the entire state 

of Texas. All this growth and improvement can be traced to one broad, 

but basic, area—the improvement of farming methods and methodology, 

from the dust bowl years of the 1930s to the sophisticated agri-

businesses of the 1960s. Farmers in Lynn County went from the handling 

of hundreds of dollars to the handling of hundreds of thousands of 

dollars, all because they learned to be and actually were to become 

more efficient farmers. 

The improvements in farming can be drawn into several areas: 

technical improvements, including mechanization, chemical usage, and 

expanded irrigation processes; and ideological changes from the image 

of a "poor dirt farmer" to a successful modern-day agri-businessman. 

The most important of these two areas is the tremendous technical 

61 
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improvements made in this period. From mules pulling one- or two-row 

planters and hand cultivating and harvesting, to huge tractors and 

mechanical harvesters pulling eight- to ten-row equipment is quite a 

leap for a business to make in so short a time. Following these 

improvements came the heavy and successful use of chemical fertilizers 

and poisons, all making the individual farmer manyfold more efficient 

than his grandfather, and even his father. 

To emphasize and illustrate these changes, a short historical 

and statistical analysis is in order, for the technical areas of the 

farmer's growth. Technically, the use of tractors v/as known in Lynn 

County as early as the 1910s, but was wery slow in developing until 

the mid-1930s. Even during the Great Depression there was some 

unrecorded growth, as the United States Agricultural Census v/as not 

completed, but some growth was indicated. In 1925, there were 94 

tractors in Lynn County compared to 757 farms; 1940 shov/ed 1,354 
2 

tractors for 1,471 farms. By 1940, the tractor had become an essen-

tial farm implement. As table 3 indicates, this trend continued, and 

by 1964 there were 2,335 tractors for 851 farms, which is an enviable 

ratio for any farming area. Likewise, the chemical and irrigation 

1 Lynn County News, 22 March 1918. 

Lynn County, Texas, "Comprehensive Plan for Water and Sewer 
Development 1969," Compiled by the Lynn County Planning Commission 
(Tahoka: Lynn County County Agents Office, 1969), p. 25; United 
States, Department of Agriculture, United States Census of Agriculture: 
1945, vol. 1, Statistics for Counties, pt. 26, Texas, p. 95. 
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statistics and usage grew during these years. This tremendous change 

is also reflected in the productivity of the county over these years. 

As Lynn County farmers became more sophisticated and efficient, 

they naturally became more productive. The farmer maintained a reason-

able stability, even during the Great Depression years. Lynn County 

developed a two-crop, cotton and grain sorghum, economy during the 

1920s and had done quite well, particularly with cotton, as a cash 

crop. Table 5 indicates that even though the 1930s were harsh years, 

there was a steady increase in cotton productivity, in relation to the 

technical improvements over the years, i.e., tractors, chemical applica-

tion, and irrigation growth. 

Only drought years, in these four decades 1930 to 1950, stopped 

the farmers' progress, as no machine or chemical can replace an adequate 

water supply in an inherently dry region. As Lynn County made these 

giant economic strides forward, there were naturally some repercussions. 

Logically, as the farmer became more and more efficient, he 

could also farm more land. During the depression of the 1930s, only 

the stronger farmers survived in relatively good economic condition 

(for the period). Thus, when the drive in modernization began in the 

late 1930s, there were some, unfortunately, who could not economically 

participate. They soon fell by the wayside, and the surviving farmers 

had the opportunity to acquire bigger and bigger farms, as tables 7 and 

8 indicate. 

Proportionately, as farms got bigger, the number of farms in the 

county naturally got smaller, which table 6 indicates. A natural 
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spin-off of this elimination of the small farmer v/as a drop in popula-

tion. Lynn County reached its zenith of population in 1930 with 
3 

12,372 souls. Of these people, around ten thousand of them lived in 

a totally rural setting, on their small, basically unmechanized farms. 

From this period, the number of farms, thus the rural population, 

declined until by 1960 there were only 10,914 Lynn Countians with 
4 

962 farms. Another offshoot of this decline was the increase of 

urban dwellers during a decrease in total population. As was mentioned 

before, in 1930 roughly 80 percent of the people of Lynn County lived 

in a rural setting. As the total population declined, from 1930 to 

1960, the urban percentages of the population rose steadily. By 1960, 

the urban-rural ratio, including the larger surviving rural communities, 

was approximately fifty-fifty. Table 9 indicates that by 1960 the days 

of the farmer, living on his isolated farm, were ending. This trend 

was also manifested in other areas—namely, the growth of certain 

cities and tov/ns and the slow death of the rural community. 

As the county prospered, so did the three main cities prosper; 

and as the population moved out of the county, or moved to the urban 

areas, these urban areas became even more important to the county. 
5 

Tahoka grew in population, from 1,620 people in 1930 to 3,012 in 1960. 

^United States, Bureau of the Census, Fifteenth Census of the 
United States: 1930, Population, vol. 3, Reports by States, pt. 2, 
p. 962. 

^United States, Census of Agriculture: 1959, vol. 1, Texas 
Counties, pt. 37, p. 206. 

^United States, Bureau of the Census, United States Census 
nf Population: 1950, vol. 1, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 45, 
Texas, pp. 45-32. 
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To accommodate this increasing population, Tahoka expanded physically 

four times in this period~in 1945, 1947, and twice in 1964. 

Politically, events ran smoothly and Democratically. Econom-

ically, certain areas grew, while others receded. As the city of 

Lubbock grew in importance and transportation became less of a problem, 

certain industries in Tahoka began to fail. Although most agriculture-

oriented businesses did just fine, enterprises such as retail stores, 

entertainment facilities, automotive dealerships, and other such high 

demand businesses began to be outsold and undercut by the more competi-

tive stores and businesses only a short drive away. An odd paradox, a 

growing population and a decreasing business community, occurred. 

This trend v/as particularly predominant in the 1960s, as many businesses 

that had been in existence for decades closed, through proprietor-

retirement, death, or mismanagement. Tahoka retained a strong economic 

base, but it has seen its own intra-city trade lapse, as a Tahoka to 

Lubbock, Lamesa, or Brownfield inter-city trade developed, As for its 

public services and conveniences, they remained much as they had been 

in the previous decades, the municipal water department, General 

Telephone Company, and Southwestern Public Service Company with the 

only major change being in 1957 when West Texas Gas Company became 

Pioneer Natural Gas Company. Tahoka, in its second generation, both 

reached new highs and started trends which have led to eventual 

^Lynn County Maps and Plats Book 1903-1974, frontispiece. 

^Clifton Clark, Manager of Pioneer Natural Gas of Tahoka, to 
Donald Abbe, interview, June 25, 1974. 
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stagnation for the community; and, to use a cliche', Tahoka is "drying 

up and blowing away." 

As Tahoka declined, so did O'Donnell. From a population in 

1930 of 1,026, to a peak population of 1,473 in 1950 and 1,356 in 

1960, O'Donnell began its numerical decline even before Tahoka.^ It 

had no physical expansion during these years, and a wery simple 

Democratic-controlled political system and an economic situation 

comparable to that of Tahoka. O'Donnell suffered the same declining 

business community, except for the agriculturally oriented enter-

prises, as did Tahoka, but to a larger extent. Because of its smaller 

size, each business closure was of more importance. O'Donnell and 

Tahoka v/ere slipping a bit during this period, but two towns were 

beginning to make substantial advances. 

The county was statistically declining in population, but the 

town of Wilson was making great strides forward. Almost four decades 

after its founding, on May 21, 1947, an election to incorporate was 
Q 

held in Wilson. The town was incorporated by a vote of thirty-six 

for and two against incorporation. In its first election, Pat Campbell 

was elected Mayor; A. L. Holder was elected City Secretary; and 

Clarence Church, Pat Sv/ann, H. G. Cook, J. F. Covey, and Ira Clarey 

were elected as aldermen. Soon after organization in Wilson, a 

^United States, Bureau of the Census, United States Census 
of Population: 1950, vol. 2, Characteristics of the Population, pt. 43, 
Texas, pp. 43-31. 

\ynn County, County Commissioners Court Minutes 1903-1974, 
4:121. 

^^Wilson, City Council Minutes 1947-1974 (Wilson: Wilson City 
Hall), 1:1. 



67 

municipal waterworks was developed. In 1949, the town of Wilson 

authorized bonds for the construction of Wilson's first waterworks. 

As Wilson grew, economically and politically, it also grew in popula-

tion, from 250 in 1930 to 403 in 1960, although there were no physical 

12 
additions to the town. Just as Wilson molded itself into a small 

but modern city, New Home, a rural community from as early as 1908, 

grew into a city by the 1960s. 

New Home was one of the original rural communities in Lynn 

County and had a wery gradual but continual growth from the 1910s on 

into the 1960s. From 1930 to 1960, New Home grew from ten to two 
13 

hundred people. This led to the incorporation of the tov/n in 1963. 

On July 31, 1963, after a vote of forty-eight for and one against 

14 
incorporation, New Home became Lynn County's fourth incorporated city. 

The first election resulted in J. W. Edwards elected as Mayor; James 

Farr elected as City Secretary; and Robbie L. Gill, G. B. Mayfield, 

Winston W. Davies, Morris Renfroe, and 0. R. Phifer, Jr., as council-

men.^^ Although New Home had been platted in 1936, it had grov/n 

haphazardly and had made no significant changes except for its economic 

and population growth, v/hich came because of its gins and geographic 

^hbid., 1:4. 

^^Lynn County, Texas, "Comprehensive Plan for Water and Sewer 
Development 1969," p. 27. 

^^lbid. 

^\ynn County, County Commissioners Court Minutes 1903-1974, 

5:13. 

^^City of New Home, Financial Audits of the City of New Home 
1963-1974 (Tahoka: Robert E. Abbe, C.P.A., 1963), p. 1. 
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1 c 
location as a center for a farming area of the county. The City 

Council quickly began a municipal water system which was begun in 1964 

and finished in 1965. New Home has not made any utility changes 

from its status as a rural community as it was serviced with natural 

gas from West Texas Gas Company in 1929 and electrical service in 

1939-1940 from Lyntegar Electric Company. Telephone service was 

provided for New Home in 1951, as it was one of Poka-Lambro's first 

of five exchanges. New Home, in a period when other parts and commun-

ities of Lynn County were declining, took positive steps to take its 

place in the county as a permanent institution and economic area for 

the farmers of northern Lynn County. As New Home grew from a rural 

community to a small town, other rural communities were not so 

fortunate. 

One of the major indicators of changing times and decline in 

Lynn County is the slow demise of a county-wide school system in favor 

of a consolidated school system. This demise was a slow and unique 

process, affected by a loss of students due to the urban migration or 

migration out of Lynn County. Each symptom was repeated over and over. 

First, the higher grades in several school districts would be consoli-

dated at the larger of the local schools. Then the lower grades would 

be transferred in the second phase, at a later date, and another school 

district would be gone. This process accelerated, simultaneously, with 

a drastic improvement in Lynn County's transportation systems and the 

^^Lynn County, Maps and Plats Book 1903-1974, frontispiece. 

^^City of New Home, Financial Audit, 1964-1965, p. 6. 
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decline in the rural community itself. This process can be detailed 

as Lynn County v/ent from twenty-eight school districts to four in just 

twenty years. 

The first step in consolidation is "grouping," when two or 

more schools, both small and rural, would be combined for various 

reasons. The first schools to be "grouped" in Lynn County v/ere Redwine 

18 
and Draw on May 4, 1936. Following these were Joe Stokes and New 

Home on April 12, 1937, and these two v/ere grouped into Petty on 

May 10, 1937.^^ On June 7, 1937, Joe Bailey was split up between 

20 
O'Donnell and the Draw districts. New Home took in Lakeview students 

21 
on June 19, 1937, and one year later, on June 20, 1938, Wilson 

absorbed the Morgan district.^^ Also, on July 16, 1938, the Pride 

23 
school district was transferred to Dawson County jurisdiction. 

Magnolia and New Lynn districts were grouped on August 6, 1937; and 

in November of 1937, the Garlynn and Graham districts were transferred 

to Garza County. This first step in consolidation ended on 

September 26, 1940, when Tahoka got the high schools of Edith, Midway, 

25 
New Lynn, Dixie, Three Lakes, and Grassland, and O'Donnell took in 

Joe Bailey.^^ During World War II, there were no official changes. 

^^Lynn County, School Board Minutes 1903-1974 (Tahoka Texas, 
Lynn County Courthouse), 1:111. 

^^lbid., 1:113. ^°Ibid., 1:115. 

^hbid. ^^lbid., 1:120. 

^^lbid., 1:121. ^"^lbid., 1:118. 

2^Ibid., 1:127. ^^lbid. 
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although many existing school districts had no students and no teachers 

and no grades allocated to them by the county school boards. 

The last phase of consolidation began shortly after World 

War II and lasted until 1957. When it had ended, Lynn County had four 

districts. The first of this last phase of consolidation came on 

May 25, 1946, when Wilson absorbed the previously allotted New Lynn 

27 
district. On March 21, 1947, O'Donnell received the Wells and 

po 
T-Bar districts, and on April 18, 1947, O'Donnell acquired Draw. 

pq 
Tahoka took in the entire Edith district on June 20, 1947. Gordon, 

Hackberry, Pleasant Valley, and Southland districts were grouped at 

30 
Southland, and all v/ere then transferred to Garza County. Then, 

31 
on July 19, 1947, Tahoka annexed Three Lakes and West Point. 

32 Wilson, on August 7, 1948, absorbed the Morgan district; and on 

33 July 19, 1949, Hartford consolidated with Southland in Garza County. 

34 
In 1949, on October 20, Tahoka accepted the Midway district; and 

during the 1950s, Southland was completely transferred to Garza 

35 
County on July 25, 1950. Then, Newmoore was taken in by O'Donnell 

on June 26, 1953, and Grassland was divided between Tahoka and Post on 

June 11, 1957. So, the final acts were over, leaving Lynn County 

dotted with empty two-, three-, and four-room brick or frame school 

^^lbid., 1:146. ^^lbid., 2:27-34. 

^^lbid., 2:2-9. ^°Ibid., 2:58. 

^hbid., 2:10-22. ^^lbid., 2:34. 

^^lbid., 2:44. ^Sbid., 2:47-57. 

^^lbid., 2:58. ^^lbid., 2:99-100. 
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houses, to be sold off as scrap or to farmers for storage sheds. This 

ending of the rural schools also closely paralleled the decline of the 

rural community in Lynn County. 

Whether the decline of the rural schools spelled the end of 

the rural community, or vice-versa, is a "chicken or the egg" type 

of question. Although there were twenty-eight school districts in or 

partially in Lynn County, and feasibly there were twenty-eight 

different "areas" or "focal points" (i.e., communities in the county 

because of these rural school districts), there were not quite that 

many real communities; and after the school consolidations of the 

1930s and 1940s, there were even fewer. With the "focal point areas" 

of Pride in Dawson County and Garlynn, Graham, Hackberry, Gordon, and 

Southland districts diverted to Garza County, there were six fewer 

37 "community areas" functioning in Lynn County. With Tahoka, O'Donnell, 

New Home, and Wilson as established cities, either incorporated or 

unincorporated, this narrows the original twenty-eight areas to 

seventeen areas or rural communities. By 1965, there were four cities 

in Lynn County, as New Home moved up during this period, and ten rural 

coiTînunities left in physical existence. During the period from the 

1930S to the 1960s, Joe Stokes, Midv/ay, T-, Morgan, Joe Bailey, Edith, 

Three Lakes, Magnolia, and Dixie just faded away; and any physical 

community concentrations there dissolved. 

'^^lbid., 2:1-2. Although the Gordon School District was 
administered from Garza County, the Gordon Community continued to survive 
in Lynn County. 
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Of the rural communities which survived into the 1960s, all 

had either a church, a gin, or both, and this enabled them to hang 

tenaciously on to at least a technical existence. Some of these 

reached substantial size during this period and were fair centers of 

activity. The surviving ten communities all had gins in the 1950s; 

and Grassland, Draw, Gordon, Lakeview, and Wells had churches. 

During the dissolution of Lynn County's rural conmunity net-

work, during the 1930s-1960s era, several rural communities made 

actual steps forward in economic and population growth before they, 

too, succumbed to the inevitable. Grassland grew from seventy-six 

people in 1930 to two hundred in 1950, while Draw grew from tv/enty-five 

people in 1930 to one hundred in 1950 and New Lynn from no statistics 

38 
in 1930 (too few people) to sixty by 1950. This growth, led by the 

establishing of one or more cotton gins, allowed these rural communi-

ties to hold out longer than most, as did their respective ages. All 

were community areas in Lynn County before 1910, so had a certain 

permanence surrounding them. Even though these three communities 

entered the 1950s at their zenith, the die was cast, and they have 

since suffered the fate of the other rural communities. 

An important factor aiding in the demise of these rural commun-

ities was the rapid increase in the road network and transportation 

systems developed in Lynn County. Increased mobility enjoyed by the 

people led them to be able to move into urban centers and still reach 

their farms and also enabled them to transfer their economic patronage 

op 

Lynn County, Texas, "Comprehensive Plan for Water and Sewer 
Development 1969," p. 27. 
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to the urban areas, which enabled them to find greater varieties of 

commodities and lower prices. In 1938, Lynn County had forty-five 

miles of paved roads and fifteen miles of dirt roads, maintained by 

39 
the state, as map 3 indicates. By the late 1960s, Lynn County had 

an intricate and excellent network of highv/ays and farm-to-market 

roads v/hich linked all areas of the county together, thus allowing 

people to move into town from their isolated farms and yet be able to 

reach them quickly and conveniently. This netv/ork also allowed one 

farmer to acquire several different farms in different areas of the 

county; thus, many were able to expand their farming operations as 

desirable land became available, no matter where it was located. 

One of the major efforts by the people and business sectors of 

Lynn County during this period was the extension of practical utilities 

and conveniences to the rural areas of the county—in this case, elec-

tricity and the telephone. This effort may have been the only factor 

in keeping those v/ho stayed in the rural areas, there. Without these 

"luxuries," \/ery few would have been willing to stay on their farms 

in isolation when they could move a short distance to town. 

The first of these efforts was achieved by a relatively new 

concept in the utility field—the rural cooperative. The local 

cooperative, Lyntegar, was originally formed as a result of the Rural 

Electrification Act of 1935, which allowed federal money to be loaned 

to rural cooperatives to build rural electrical networks. In February 

^^Texas, Highway Department, Road Map of the State of Texas, 
1938 (Tahoka: Texas Highway Department, 1938), p. 1. 

Texas, Highway Department, Lynn County Road Map (Tahoka: 
Texas Highway Department, 1974), p. 1. 
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of 1938, several farmers' meetings led to the recommendation by the 

Rural Electrification Act that Lynn, Terry, and Garza counties be com-

bined to organize a rural cooperative; thus the name LYNTEGAR was 

devised. The first elections of officers resulted in John Heck of 

Wilson being elected as president; J. F. Daniel of Meadow as vice-

president; T. H. Basinger of Post as secretary-treasurer; and A. R. 

Hensley of Lynn County, S. W. White of Terry County, and WiU Barton 

42 
of Garza County, and J. F. Maxey of Garza County as directors. 

Garland Pennington of Tahoka was the first and only manager that Lyntegar 

had until 1973. The headquarters were officially located in Tahoka, 

43 with the first office in the county courthouse. Attorney Tom Garrard 
4Æ 

was the legal advisor for the organization. 

By August 1938, Lyntegar had 988 members and by 1941 had extended 

into Dawson County, Borden County, Martin County, Hockley County, and 

45 
Gaines County. Following World War II, a "boom" situation occurred 

for Lyntegar, in v/hich service was extended in counties already ser-

viced, and the existing systems were greatly improved. By 1948, 

Lyntegar was serving eyery consumer within its legally defined terri-

tory, but was soon to find a whole new side to its business—irriga-

tion.^^ All through the early 1950s, the electric service was extended 

and improved to handle irrigation wells, gins, and other high voltage 

^\yntegar, A Twenty-Five Year History of Lyntegar Electric 
Cooperative, n c , 1938-1963 (Tahokal Lyntegar Electric Cooperative, 
T963), p. 1. 

^^lbid., pp. 1-2. ^^lbid., p. 2. ^^lbid. 

^^lbid., pp.. 2-11. ^^lbid., pp. 12-13. 
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users. By the early 1950s, Lyntegar was a fully established and yery 

successful venture. The first note by Lyntegar, made on October 25, 

1939 to the federal government, v/as paid off twenty-one years early 

47 
on October 27, 1952. Since then, e\/ery loan obtained by Lyntegar 

has been paid off tv/enty-one years early. By 1963, Lyntegar ms 

serving all of Lynn, Terry, and Dav/son counties and parts of Garza, 

Borden, Hockley, Cochran, Yoakum, Gaines, Andrews, Martin, Howard, and 

Lubbock counties. In 1963, out of a total of seventy-seven cooperatives 

in Texas, Lyntegar ranked first in total operating revenues, second 

in net margins, second in kilo watt hours sold, fifth in miles of line 

and electric plant investment, seventh in number of connections, and 

twelfth in revenue per mile per month. 

Thus, Lyntegar brought not only electricity but a means of 

modernization and survival to Lynn County and other counties 

48 
rural populations during the 1930s-1960s era. 

Following a decade behind electricity on the farm came the 

telephone. In 1950, the residents of Lynn County were ready and able 

to support a rural telephone network. On November 2, 1950, the Poka-

Lambro Rural Telephone Cooperative, Inc, was founded, with J. S. 

Allen as president; J. C. Wells, vice-president; V. H. Wheatley, 

secretary-treasurer; and Loyd R. McCormick, V. R. Osburn, Claude 

49 
Thomas, and G. W. Teague as directors. The first exchange was 

purchased in Southland; the rest were built. The first five exchanges 

^^bid., p. 13. ^^lbid., pp. 15-16. 

^^Poka-Lambro Rural Telephone Cooperative, "The History of 
Poka-Lambro, 1968," p. 1. 
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were Southland, New Home, Fletcher-Carter, New Lynn, and West Lakes, 

all by 1953. In 1953, six more exchanges v/ere planned—Aten, 

Nelms, Gail, Hatch, Patricia, and Punkin Center—and these v/ere 

51 
completed in 1954. In 1955 the Ausborne and Wheatley exchanges 

were planned and finished by 1955. No other exchanges v/ere added 

until 1960 when Loop, followed by Union in 1961, completed Poka 

Lambro's expansion. With fourteen exchanges covering all or parts 

of Gaines, Dawson, Garza, Terry, and Lynn counties, and v/ith 2,451 

52 
members being served, Poka-Lambro is an important economic and 

service institution of Lynn County and one which has aided in making 

rural Lynn County as modern as the urban areas. 

While everything in and about Lynn County changed radically 

and drastically, and farming made great changes and strides, the 

ranching industry in Lynn County seemed to remain placidly at peace 

and content not to change too much. Externally, this was true. In 

the eastern portion of the county, the Double-U Ranch, the old U-Lazy-S 

Ranch of John B. Slaughter, protruded into Lynn County with approxi-

55 
mately twenty-five sections, or roughly sixteen thousand acres. The 

T-Bar had dwindled to around eighty-one sections, or fifty-two thousand 

54 
acres, by the late 1960s. These two ranches are the only large 

authentic ranching operations left in the county. 

^^lbid., p. 3. ^hbid., pp, 3-5. ^^lbid., pp. 5-10. 

^'^BiU Griffin, Lynn County Agent, to Donald Abbe, interview, 
June 28, 1974. 

CA 

Cass Edwards to David Murrah, interview. 
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While the T-Bar did not change very much externally during the 

1930s-1960s era, it did change internally. In 1941 and 1942, 

Crawford Edv/ards and Cass Edv/ards died, in that order. This left the 

T-Bar in the hands of a very youthful Cass Edwards II, but in name 

only. In 1940, due to the poor health of both Cass Edwards and his 

son Crawford, the T-Bar had been leased to Wayne Chandler and John 

Quincy Adams, both of San Angelo, Texas, for a fifteen-year lease 

period. They were to run a combined cattle and sheep operation, but 

the sheep operation v/as not very successful and was phased out. 

Because of the estate situation created when Cass Edwards had remarried, 

young Cass, after the deaths of his father and grandfather, owned only 

two-thirds of the T-Bar, his step-mother owning the other third. This 

one-third v/as depleted through land sales by the second Mrs. Edwards 

between 1941 and 1950. Over eighteen thousand acres were sold, bring-

ing the T-Bar from seventy thousand acres to fifty-tv/o thousand acres 

by the 1950s. In January 1957, Cass Edwards II got back the T-Bar 

from its lessee, and he completely restocked it and set out to regain 

complete ownership of all of the remaining T-Bar. By 1972, Cass 

Edwards II had bought out all of the heirs of his step-mother, who had 

controlled the remnants of her one-third of the ranch, and once again 

a Cass Edv/ards owned all of the T-Bar. The T-Bar Ranch entered the 

1960s as a viable modern ranching operation, still owned by the grand-

55 
son of its founder of three quarters of a century before. 

^^lbid. 
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As Lynn County entered its third generation in the 1960s, it 

v/as in a period of continuing the trends established during the second 

generation, the 1930-1950 era. Mechanization, chemicals, irrigation, 

growth, and growing yearly production highlight the end of the 

second generation's accomplishments. Unfortunately, a population 

decline and commercial stagnation have accompanied these progressive 

steps. Also, an ongoing rural to urban population movem,ent within 

the total population decline has been felt. Added to this is the 

continuing demise of the surrounding and surviving rural communities. 

All of these trends were to be continued as Lynn County passed through 

the 1960S and into the 1970s. 



CHAPTER IV 

LYNN COUNTY IN THE 1970s 

Lynn County, in the late 1960s and the early 1970s, has 

reached its greatest heights in agriculture and productivity of the 

individual farmer. It has also continued some of the unhealthy trends 

established in the period from the 1930s to the 1950s, in that the 

urban businesses and commercial areas have continued to decay. Tahoka, 

with approximately 136 commercial buildings available for use, has 48 

of them either empty or in use as storage or some other non-commercial 

use. This same trend is continued in O'Donnell, which has roughly 94 

buildings at hand and has 45 of them empty or used in a non-commercial 

manner. Wilson has 8 out of its 29 available structures empty, while 

New Home has 4 out of 18 serving no apparent commercial function. 

This unhealthy trend is also emphasized by the unsettling fact 

that the population and the urban growth picture has taken a new twist. 

As the population census indicates, the overall county population 

declined from 10,914 in 1960 to 9,107 by 1970, continuing a trend which 

had manifested itself in ewery census after 1930. Further, to compli-

cate things, the urban areas of the county have also begun to show a 

population decrease in the 1970 census. Tahoka declined from 3,012 

Donald Abbe, "Unofficial Economic Survey of Lynn County Towns 
and Rural Communities, A Visual Accounting" (In author's notes, 1974), 

p. 1. 

79 
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in 1950 to 2,956 in 1970. Likewise, O'Donnell declined from 1,355 

in 1960 to 1,017 in 1970, fewer people than lived in O'Donnell in 1930. 

Surprisingly, the smaller towns grew in population—Wilson from 403 

in 1950 to 433 in 1970 and New Home from 200 in 1950 to 252 in 1970. 

It can be readily seen that the rural to urban shift is still contin-

uing, but is now heightened by a population shift out of Lynn County 

altogether. Only the exception to the rule in Wilson and New Home have 

defied this trend. 

With these types of trends and decay, it is surprising that Lynn 

County has increased its productivity, yet it has happened yearly since 

the late 1950s. Each year, as table 11 illustrates, from 1959 to 1972 

Lynn County has increased its cotton production without significantly 

reducing its grain producing capability. This type of progress has 

made Lynn County one of the leading agricultural counties in the state. 

Coinciding with this farming progress is a healthy ranching and stock 

farming industry. By using the farmer's products, such as grains and 

cottonseed meal, as supplemental feeds the cattle industry is now 

working with the farmer, not against him. The T-Bar Ranch runs around 

1,300 head of cattle yearly and uses the feedlot operation to funnel 
2 

its cattle to the market. But the T-Bar is not the only stock raiser 

in the county. Many ranchers or small stock farmers raise from a few 

to several hundred head of stock on a small pasture on up to several 

sections of land. This supplemental feeding by the rancher and 

diversification by the farmer-rancher have put the one-time feuding 

Cass Edwards to David Murrah, interview. 



81 

agriculturalists on the same side of the fence. This allows the 

cattle industry to be a continuing and strong economic factor in Lynn 

County. 

This agricultural growth indicates not only the advances made 

by the farmer and rancher in Lynn County, but it also illustrates the 

reasons how and why the urban areas and rural communities can decline 

yet survive at the same time. The agricultural endeavors of the county 

are productive enough to support the individual urban areas and rural 

communities, even though large segments of the urban economy have 

dissolved. 

These trends can be further studied by examining the separate 

urban centers and rural communities to see what has survived in them. 

By doing this, it can be seen that the agriculturally based economy is 

in excellent shape, while other types of commercial entities are 

struggling to survive. Tahoka has suffered an obvious population and 

economic decline. Yet, the town is still economically stable. Tahoka's 

surviving business community has as a base a majority of agriculturaTly 

oriented companies in relation to the other commercial endeavors in the 

city. Also, even the non-agricultural commercial firms depend largely 

on the farming community for their trade. O'Donnell is much the same 

as Tahoka, with even sharper declines and the same inherent stability 

as Tahoka exhibits, Although Wilson and New Home were the exception 

to the rule in population growth, they hold true to form in their 

economic profiles. This picture of decline is much the same for the 

surviving rural communities in Lynn County. 
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Of the surviving nine rural communities in Lynn County, all have 

just the barest necessities in their respective economies. The major 

factor is the existence in the community of a cotton gin, sometimes 

accompanied by a combined store-service station. Most of their popula-

tions have gone, and they survive to serve the surrounding farmers and 

their few residents, especially during the harvest season. Table 12 

is an informal, visual, economic survey of the rural communities in 

Lynn County, done by the author, and will illustrate the actual small-

ness of these rural "urban" areas. 

Lynn County, and its urban and community areas, have been 

unintentionally and unknowingly seeking a level of economic, popula-

tion, and agricultural balance. It seems that this balance will soon 

be attained, when declines within Lynn County will begin to hurt the 

basic core of its economic systems. When this occurs, steps will be 

taken to insure that the county will not decline enough to damage 

itself, Lynn County is still trimming off the frills from another 

economic era, Although these declines may seem unhealthy by conven-

tional economic standards, Lynn County will probably remain surprisingly 

stable with its unseen but omnipresent agriculturally based economy. 

The only other shadow which might be cast on the future of Lynn County 

is the uncertain status of the available water supply for both indi-

vidual and agricultural use. How Lynn County and the entire South 

Plains solve this problem will be of great importance to the area as 

a whole and Lynn County in particular. Still, it is wery likely that 
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Lynn County will continue much in its present mold no matter what the 

water situation brings. 

Lynn County has a bright future for those who can or will 

remain there. 
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A 

Alley, Jack, ranch 

B 

Black, B. H. res. 
Brown, C, E. off. 
Brown, C. E. res. 
Bigham, W. F, res, 
Bartley, Judge T, M. 
Bank, Lynn County 
Bank, First State 

Crie, H. C. & Co. 
Coughran, G. W. & Co. 
Coughran, G. W, res. 
Coughran, H. J. res. 
Court House 
Cowan, W. C. meat mkt. 
Chisum, R. C. res. 

31 

39 
11 
20 
42 
38 
12 
7 

35 
10 
19 
29 
40 
26 
22 

Lynn County News 
Livery Stable 
Leedy, T. C. res. 

M 

35 
9 
23 

Morris, R. D. grocery store 6 

Mc 

McCormick, W. J. res. 30 
McDaniel, S. N. res. 18 
McCoy, Dr. J. H. res. 35 
McKenzie, Will W. 15 

0 

Ousley & McCormick, store 1 
Ousley, E. F. res. 28 

D 

Duncan, Will res. 32 
Plains Wagon Yard 8 
Porterfield, W.E. dry goods 27 

Elliott, J, W, deputy 
sheriff 

F 

Flemming, J. P. res. 
Fair Store 

24 

44 
4 

Ray, W. K. res. 
Robinson, Lewis A. res 

Smith, H. C. res. 
Skinner and Reed, land off, 
Smith and King, hdware. 

21 
37 

33 
3 
5 

H 

Hotel Tahoka 
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W 

Tahoka Livery Co. o f f . 9 ! ^ h ' ^" ^ c ^ ' ' ^ " ^ ^ ^Ã 
Tahoka Hotel 2 f ' ^-o-^^lT: î f 
Tahoka Meat Mkt. 25 M L 'r'V'^"^ ''^'^^ ^l 

«̂0 Wnipp, C. C. res. 16 
Windham, Dr. S. H. o f f . 4 

M;,rrh 1 ^?Qn7^' Staked Plains Telephone Company Tahoka Directory, 
March 1 , 1907. Lynn County News, March 1 , 1907. 
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M, L. 
T. M. 
G. W. 
J , L. 
C. H. 
J . W. 
C. H, 
G, C. 
W. E. 
P, W, 

APPENDIX B: MAJOR LYNN COUNTY 

COUNTY JUDGE 

E l l i o t t 
Bart ley 
Perryman 
Stokes 
Cain 
E l l i o t t 
Cain 
Grider 
Smith 
Goad 

Chester Connally 
Tom Garrard 
Walter M, Mathis 
V, F. Jones 

COUNTY AND DISTRICT 

S, N, 
J . W, 

McDaniel 
E l l i o t t 

Pat Northcross 
B, H, 
W. E, 
Truet 
H, C. 

Robinson 
Smith 
Smith 
Storey 

Walter Mathis 
Mrs. 
C. W. 

A, S. 

Beulah Pridmore 
Roberts 

1903-1904 
1904-1910 
1910-1912 
1912-1915 
1916-1920 
1920-1924 
1924-1928 
1928-1932 
1932-1935 
1935-1940 
1940-1944 
1944-1950 
1950-1964 
1964-1974 

CLERK 

1903-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1922 
1922-1928 
1928-1932 
1932-1938 
1938-1948 
1948-1958 
1958-1974 

COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR** 

Couqhran 
Ed Redwine 
F. E. 
John 

Redwi ne 
Thomas 

Hansford Tunnell 
J . S. 
A. I . 

Weatherford 
Thomas 

1904-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1920 
1920-1924 
1924-1930 
1930-1934 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 1903-1974 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 

H. C. Whit f ie ld 

G. E. Lockhart 
C. H. Cain 
John Woodall 
B. P. Maddox 
L. C. Heath 
G. H. Nelson 
Truet Smith 
Roland McCord 
Calloway Huffaker 
B. P. Maddox 
S. H. Garrard 
Mitchell Williams 
Harold Greene 
Gerald Huffaker 

1904-1906 

1912-1914 
' 1914-1916 

1916-1920 
1920-1924 
1924-1928 
1928-1932 
1932-1936 
1936-1940 
1940-1944 
1944-1950 
1950-1952 
1952-1956 
1955-1968 
1968-1974 

DISTRICT CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT* 

W. S. Taylor 
Miss Hattie Server 
W. S. Taylor 
W. M. Mathis 

1930-1936 
1936-1944 
1944-1954 
1964-1974 

COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR** 

Audra M. Cade 

TAX ASSESSOR AND 

A. M. Cade 
R. P. Weathers 
A. F. McGlaun, Jr . 
J . E. "Red" Brown 
George McCracken 

1930-1934 

COLLECTOR** 

1934-1940 
1940-1946 
1946-1950 
1950-1960 
1960-1974 

*This office was created in 1930 when the County and District 
Clerk office was made into two separate offices. 

**County Tax Collector's office was taken from the Sheriff's 
office in 1930. The County Tax Assessor and the County Tax Collector's 
offices were combined in 1934. 
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SHERIFF AND TAX COLLECTOR COUNTY TREASURER 

C. H. Doak 
J . S. Wells 
J . H. Edwards 
F. E. Redwine 
S. W. Sanford 
Marshall J . M. Simpson 
S. W. Sanford 
B. L. Parker 
Sam H. Floyd 
Donald Clem 
Norvell Redwine 
Carl C, Spears 
Norvell Redwine 

1903-1906 
1905-1910 
1910-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1924 
1924-1928 
1928-1930 
1930-1942 
1942-1948 
1948-1952 
1952-1964 
1954-1968 
1958-1974 

0. L. Mi l le r 
W. H. Robison 
McMill Clayton 
C. T. Beard 
Don Bradley 
Mrs. Zoe Lowrey 
Miss Viola EUis 
Mrs. A. M. Lois Daniel 
Hermann "Tom" Reid 
Ala Reid 
Mrs. Jessie Jewel 

Stevens 

1903-1904 
1904-1908 
1908-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1922 
1922-1925 
1926-1938 
1938-1946 
1946-1958 
1958-1954 

1964-1974 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

J . E. 
H. S. 
W. T. 
J . L. 
E. L. 
W. J-
R. E. 
G. W. 
W. 0. 
P. F. 
E, J . 

Precinct No, 

Ketner 
Harchett 
Petty 
Bart ley 
Deaver 
Faires 
Finley 
Small 
Henderson 
"Pat" Swann 
Coooer 

Clarence Church 
Curt is Morgan 
Clarence Church 
Frank Greathouse 

1 

1903-1908 
1908-1912 
1912-1918 
1918-1922 
1922-1926 
1926-1928 

^ 1928-1934 
1934-1940 
1940-1942 
1942-1946 
1946-1950 
1950-1956 
1956-1964 
1964-1958 
1968-1974 

H. 
J . 
J . 
W. 
W. 
H. 
J . 
L. 
J . 
R. 
W. 
L. 

E. 
H, 
N. 
A. 
L. 
W. 
F. 
C. 
S. 
B. 
Z. 
M. 

Precinct No. 

Baldridge 
Cowan 
LeMond 
Walker 
Tunnell 
Callaway 
Armstrong 
Johnson 
Wel 1 s 
McCord 
Florence 
Nordyke 

Sam Holland 
Lonnie Williams 
Wi 
C. 

l l i s Penmngton 
W. Roberts 

Woodrow Brewer 
D. L. Gandy 

2 

1903-1904 
1904-1908 
1908-1912 
1912-1916 
1915-1918 
1918-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1924 
1924-1925 
1925-1928 
1928-1932 
1932-1936 
1935-1940 
1940-1946 
1946-1950 
1950-1954 
1954-1964 
1964-1972 
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COUNTY COMM SSIONERS-CnntinMPH 

Precinct No. 

B. Humphries 
J , H. Edwards 
H. T. Gooch 
C. H. Doak 
W. A. Tredway 

Busby 
J . B. Miles 
T, J . Yandell 
Waldo McLaurin 
John A. Anderson 
Woodrow McLaurin 
Beatrice McLaurin 
Paul M. She r r i l l 

3 

1903-1908 
1908-1910 
1910-1916 
1916-1918 
1918-1920 
1920-1922 
1922-1926 
1926-1930 
1930-1942 
1942-1950 
1950-1954 
1954-1968 
1958-1972 

Prec" 

W. T. Petty 
0. L. Mi l le r 
J . J . Nettles 

Evans 
E. G. George 
J. H. Izard 
Tom N. Hale 
Leon Jennings 
Thad Smith 
G. W. Turner, 
E. H. West 
L. K. (Heavy) 

inct No. 

Jr . 

Nelson 

4 

1903-1908 
1908-1914 
1914-1918 
1918-1920 
1920-1932 
1932-1936 
1936-1940 
1940-1944 
1944-1948 
1948-1952 
1952-1958 
1958-1974 

SOURCE: Lynn County, County Commissioners Minutes 1903-1972; 
Lynn County Election Docket 1903-1972, vols. 1-4. 

NOTE: All county elections v/ere held every two years until 
1956 when the county split the offices into two bodies, with four-
year terms, elections held eyery two years, for a staggered term 
effect. 
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APPENDIX C: CITY OF TAHOKA ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS 1915-1974 

MAYOR CITY SECRETARIES 

J . E. Stokes 
E. E. Calloway 
D. T, Rogers 
J , R, Singleton 
C, H. Cain 
James E. Dye 
Deen Nowlin 
Joe L. Heare 
T. J . Bovell 
V. F. Jones 
Dr. K. R. Durham 
J . K. Applewhite 
E. R. Edwards 
C l i n t Walker 
H. B. McCord 
Meldon Lesl ie 

1915-1916 
1915-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1929 
1929-1935 
1935-1937 
1937-1944 
1944-1945 
1945-1946 
1946-1947 
1947-1951 
1951-1953 
1953-1955 
1955-1957 
1957-1961 
1951-1974 

McMill Clayton 
John C. Woodall 
S. S. Ramsey 
I . P. Metcalf 
J . S. Weatherford 
Chas, N. Tunnell 
Frankie WelIs 
Mrs. J . B. Walker 
Rosemary Nelms 
Mrs. John Jackson 
J . T. Bartley 
J . M. Uzzle 

1915-1916 
1916-1917 
1918-1920 
1920-1923 
1923-1925 
1925-1925 
1925-1928 
1928-1934 
1934-1950 
1950-1952 
1952-1957 
1957-1974 

CITY MARSHALLS 

Ben King 
J . M. Simpson 
George Riley 
A, M, Sul l ivan 
J . D. Brewer 
M. C. Finch 
W. M. Lee 
M. C. Finch 
W. M. Lee 
A. F. McGlaun 

1915-1919 
1919-1923 
1923 
1924 
1924-1926 
1927-1928 
1928 
1929-1939 
1939-1943 
1943-1949 

CHIEF OF P 

A, L. White 
J . B. Florence 
L. N. Bartley 
Roy Hefner 
Arthur Findt 
Jack Mi l ler 

OLICE* 

1949-1950 
1950-1952 
1952-1953 
1953-1957 
1957 
1957-1974 

*Office created April 5, 1949. 
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ALDERMEN 

J . D. Donaldson 1915 
H. B. Howell 1915, 1925-1927 
D. T. Rogers 1915-1917 
W. G. Tarrance 1915, 1918-1922, 

1925-1927 
A. J . Edwards 1915-1919, 1925-

1927 
S. S. Ramsey 1916 
H. M. Lark in 1916, 1923-1925 
Ed Meyers 1916 
J . S. Wells 1917-1920, 1929-1931 
J . Howard Henderson 1917-1923 
R. S. Davidson 1917 
Dr. J . R. S ing le ton 1917 
W. 0. Thomas 1918-1920, 1928-

1936, 1939-1949 
V. L. Knight 1919-1923 
I r a S. Doak 1920-1928 
Frank H. Weaver 1920-1923 
G. M. Stewart 1922-1928 
Chester Connolly 1923-1925 
J . K, Applewhite 1923-1925, 

1927-1929 
H. W. Caloway 1927-1929 
Homer S t . C l a i r 1927-1929, 

1936-1940 
W. S. (Skip) Taylor 1928-1932 
Sid D. Sanders 1929-1935 
L. 0. Haney 1929-1935 
J . L. Heare 1932-1935, 1942-1946 
Sam E. Reid 1933-1935 
Jim Burleson 1935-1947 
T. J , Bovel l 1935-1945 
N, C, Rainey 1936-1942 
Dr. K. R. Durham 1936-1944 
Ed Park 1935 
A. J , Mu l l ins 1937-1942 
F, T. Thorpe 1942-1944 
Sam S. Ba r t l ey 1944-1948 
V. F. Jones 1945-1949 
H. B. McCord 1946-1948 

J . Fred Bucy 1947-1948 
Clay Bennett 1948-1950 
Ivan Cathcart 1948-1950 
B. L. Parker 1948-1950 
J . A. B iggers ta f f 1949-1951 
W. B. Strange J r . 1949-1951 
Joe Bob Bi l lman 1950-1952 
H.G. Hodges 1950-1952 
E. R. Edwards 1951-1953 
R. R. (Hick) Gibson 1951-1954 
Herman Heck 1951-1957 
Stanley T. Sigman 1952-1953 
Coy F ie lder 1952 
Lewis A l lsup 1953-1955 
A lber t Curry 1953-1950 
W. C. Wharton 1953-1951 
Everton Nev i l l 1954-1960 
Wynne C o l l i e r 1955-1957 
Meldon Les l ie 1957-1961 
Dr. C. Ski les Thomas 1957-1951 
Ronald S h e r r i l l 1960-1952 
W. T. Kidwell 1960-1952, 1964-

1958 
Charles Ol iver 1951-1955 
James F. Roberts 1951-1964 
Borden C. Davis 1951-1963 
H. W. Sam Edwards 1952-1954 
J . Emory Nance 1952-1954 
Jack Jaquess 1963-1957 
Al ton Cain 1964 
R. W. B i t he r fo rd 1964-1967 
H. B. McCord, J r . 1965 
Clayton ( Ike) Carter 1957-1968 
Wayne Waters 1957-1958 
Bob Haney 1968-1970 
Edward T. Cloe 1968-1974 
Johnny Valent ine 1970-1974 
Ed Hamilton 1970-1974 
J . D. Atwel l 1970-1974 
John Ed Redwine 1973-1974 

SOURCE: Tahoka, C i t y Council Minutes 1915-1974, 
H a l l , Tahoka, Texas. 

Tahoka City 
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APPENDIX D: CITY OF O'DONNELL ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS 1923-1974 

MAYOR 

W. R. Sanderson 1923-1925 
D. H. McDaniel 1925 
Dr. C. T. Kibbe 1925-1927 
E. M. Wilder 1927-1930 
W. E. (Ed) Singleton 1930-1931 
W. S. Cathey 1931-1934 
C. H. Mansell 1934-1935 
B. M. Haymes 1935-1941 
Stansell Jones 1941-1942 
R. 0. Stark 1942-1950 
L. J. Hash 1950-1956, 1959-1955 
S. M. Clayton, Jr. 1955-1958 
J. T. Forbes 1958-1959 
Elvin R. Moore 1966-1970 
Harold T. Barrett 1970-1974 

C TY SECRETARY 

E. S. Schrimshire 1923-1928 
W. H. Crunk 1928-1929 
W. A. Tredway 1929-1933 
Claire Ruth Nichols 1933-1934 
Treya Payne 1934-1941 
T. J. Mandell 1941-1950 
L. T. Brewer 1950-1956 
Moody Everett 1955-1967 
Alene Williams 1967-1974 

COUNCILMEN 

C. I. Kuykandall 
R. L. Sorrels 
G. A. Haney 
E. S. Schrimshire 
T. B. Bailey 
W. E. Singleton 
R. C. Carroll 
C. L. Davis 
C, D, Foster 
C, L. Ray 
0. L. Howard 
H. C. Hunt 
B. L. Hobdy 
B. E. Robinson 
C. H. Doak 
John Farles 
W. T. Huff 1934-
Fred Henderson 
C. H. Mansell 
R. T. Wells 
R. C. Lambert 

1923-1927 
1923-1927 
1923-1931 
1923-1927 
1923-1927 
1927-1930 
1927-1931 
1927-1934 
1927-1930 
1930-1931 
1930-1934 
1931-1934 
1931-1934 
1931-1935 
1934-1950 
1934-1959 

1941,1942-1944 
1934-1941 
1935-1941 
1941-1950 
1941-1942 

R. 0. Stark 1941-1942 
C. H. Cabool 1944-1950 
Guy Bradley 1944-1950 
J . T. Middleton, Sr. 1950-1959 
Harvey Line 1950-1966 
Chas R. Cathey 1950-1956 
S. M. Clayton, Jr . 1950-1955 
Homer Hardburger 1956-1956 
J . H. Lott 1955-1970 
Shag Garrett 1959-1966 
M. B. Shaw 1959-1965 
Wayne Carroll 1966-1974 
Hol l is Swinney 1956-1970 
Walsh Knight 1965-1970 
Norman Shaw 1966-1970 
Oscar Veach 1970-1974 
H. L. Lawhon 1970-1974 
R. A. Doss 1970-1974 
H. J . McLaurin 1970-1974 
Deen Davis 1970-1974 
Richard Mansell 1974-

SOURCE: City of O'Donnell, City Council Minutes 1923-1974. 
O'Donnell City Ha l l , O'Donnell, Texas. 
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APPENDIX E: CITY OF WILSON ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS 1947-1974 

MAYOR 

Pat Campbell 1947-
H. G. Cook 1951-
Clarence Church 1950-
Thad Smith 1961-
Clarence Church 1962-
A. L. Holder 1964-
A. N. Crowson 1955-
Victor Steinhauser 1969-

1951 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1954 
1965 
1959 
1974 

CITY SECRETARY 

A. L. Holder 
Ethel Covey 
Wanda Steogeomeuler 
Naoma Moore 

1947-1962 
1962-1959 
1969-1970 
1970-1974 

CITY COUNCILMEN 

Clarence Church 
Pat Swann 
H. G. Cook 
J. F. Covey 
Ira Clarey 
F. E. Smith 
D. A. Brown 
M. L. Murray 
Sam Gatzki 
William G. Lumsden 
A. N. Crowson 
Oscar Follis 
Victor Steinhauser 
Billy Rhoads 
D. J. Hutcheson 

1947-
1947-
1947-
1947-
1947-
1951-
1953-
1954-
1955-
1950-
1950-
1961-
1961-
1962-
1963-

1954 
1955 
1951 
T961 
1955 
1955 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1962 
1952 
1962 
1966 
1963 
1957 

Clarence Nelson 
Alfred Krause 
Harold Key 
J. P. White 
J. W. Lamb 
C. E. Campbell 
Virgil Henderson 
J. VI. Morton 
Carl Gryder 
Jackie Bishop 
J. D. Ross 
Jimmy Coleman 
Pat Campbell 
R. A. Lamb 
George Ascher 

1962-
1965-
1964-
1966-
1967-
1957-
1967-
1968-
1968-
1959-
1969-
1971-
1972-
1973-
1974-

1967 
1967 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1969 
1971 
1972 
1974 
1974 
1973 
1974 
1974 
1974 

SOURCE: Wilson, City Countil Minutes 1947-1974. Wilston City 
Hall, Wilson, Texas. 

NOTE: Wilson was incorporated by election May 27, 1947. 
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APPENDIX F: CITY OF NEW HOME ELECTED CITY OFFICIALS 1973-1974 

MAYOR 

J . W. Edv/ards 
0. R. Ph i fer , Jr . 
Dick Turner 

1953-1955 
1966-1971 
1971-1974 

CITY SECRETARY 

James Farr 
Radena Turner 
Anne Airhart 
Betsy Pridmore 

1963-1965 
1956-1968 
1968-1972 
1972-1974 

CITY COUNCII 

Robbie Gill 
G. B. Mayfield 
Winston W. Davies 
Morris Renfroe 
0. R. Phifer, Jr. 
G. W. Turner 
Burnell Lowery 
Henry Ratliff 
Leroy Nettles 
Stanley Elliott 
W. C. Ewing 
J. W. Edv/ards 
Charles Smith 
Freddie Kieth 
Clifton Clem 
Bob Poer 
Gene McKee 
J. A. Evans 

_MEN 

1963-1958 
1963-1956 
1953-1958 
1963-1954 
1963-1956 
1964-1955 
1966-1958 
1956-1968 
1955-1971 
1958-1972 
1958-1970 
1968-1970 
1958-1974 
1969-1974 
1959-1974 
1971-1974 
1972-1974 
1974-1974 

CITY MARSHALL 

D. M. Sharp 1953-1974 

SOURCE: New Home, City o f , Financial Audits of the City of 
Nfiwjjome 1953-1974 (Tahoka: Robert 'É. Abbe, C.P.A.) 

NOTE: New Home was incorporated by election on July 31 , 1963. 
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TABLE 1 

Year 

1911 

1914 

1916 

1919 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1928 

SOURCE: 
Texas). 

*Drought 

COTTON BALEAGE 

Lynn 

year 

Cotton Bales Ginned 

1,038 

10,000 

800* 

12,500 

24,394 

38,404 

50,338 

41,734 

34,217 

County News (Tahoka, 

TABLE 2 

NUMBER OF IRRIGATED FARMS IN LYNN COUNTY 

Year 

1930 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1954 

1959 

1954 

SOURCE: U.S. 
Texas, Counties, 

. Cer 
for 

isus 
the 

Number 

0 

-

8 

181 

492 

580 

611 

of Agr icu l ture, 
years shown, 
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TABLE 3 

TRACTORS ON FARMS IN LYNN COUNTY 

Year 

1925 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1954 

1959 

1964 

SOURCE: U.S. 
Texas, Counties, 

. Cer 
for 

ISUS 

the 

Number 

94 

—— 

1,354 

1,548 

1,913 

2,149 

2,042 

2,335 

of Aqr icul ture, 
years shown. 

TABLE 4 / 
ACREAGE USE OF LAND IN LYNN COUNTY 

Year 

1920 

1930 

1935 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1954 

1959 

1954 

1969 

SOURCE: 
Texas, Counti 

Farmland 

87,323 

302,287 

— 

390,077 

403,412 

453,510 

414,852 

416,181 

458,817 

470,502 

U.S. Census 
ies, for the 

of 

Ranchland 

498,277 

283,313 

- ~ 

195,523 

182,188 

132,090 

170,748 

169,419 

125,883 

115,098 

Aqr icu l ture, 
years shown. 
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TABLE 5 y 

COTTON ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION IN LYNN COUNTY 

Year 

1958 
1957 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
1955 
1955 
1954 
1953 
1952 
1950 
1949 
1948 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
1943 
1942 
1941 
1940 
1939 
1930 
1929 
1924 

Acreage 

142,900 
111,000 
114,300 
163,500 

N/A 
172,400 

N/A 
185,000 
170,000 
180,000 

N/A 
177,000 
171,000 
173,000 
192,000 
58,500 

332,000 
N/A 

247,713 
235,000 
233,000 

66,000 
37,500 

151,000 
150,000 
140,000 
140,500 
143,100 
140,511 

N/A 
N/A 

102,001 

Yie ld* 

544 
432 
376 
525 

404 

413 
383 
290 

339 
228 
224 
242 
349 
132 

302 
85 

203 
110 
90 

275 
232 
313 
221 
131 
197 

Bales 

158,700 
99,900 
89,500 

179,100 
100,400 
145,200 
158,810 
160,300 
136,000 
109,000 
155,077 
125,000 
81,500 
81,000 
97,000 
42,500 
91,000 
99,127 

149,397 
42,000 
98,300 
15,200 
7,050 

87,000 
72,460 
91,200 
63,100 
38,000 
55,308 
29,117 
30,732 
34,280 

SOURCE: "Comprehensive Plan for Water and Sev/er Development 
1969." Compiled by the Lynn County Planning Commission (Tahoka: Lynn 
County County Agent's Office, 1969). 

*Pounds per acre average for the county. 
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TABLE 5 

NUMBER OF FARMS IN LYNN COUNTY 

Year Number 

1910 

1920 

1925 

193Í 

1940 

TÍ45 

1950 

1955 

1960 

1965 

1969 

201 

674 

757 

2,001 

1,471 

1,385 

1,252 

1,152 

962 

851 

803 

SOURCE: United States Census of 
Aqriculture, Texas, Counties, for the years 
shown. 

TABLE 7 sj 

k\^mL SIZE OF FARMS IN LYNN COUNTY - ACRES 

Year 

1930 

1940 

1945 

1950 

1954 

1959 

1964 

SOURCE: U 
Counties, for 

.S. 
the 

Census 
years 

of 

Acres 

221 

344 

391 

409 

509 

592 

575 

Aqriculture, 
shown. 

Texas, 
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TABLE 8 

FARMS BY SIZE IN LYNN COUNTY 

Acres 

Under 3 

3-9 

10-49 

50-99 

100-174 

175-259 

260-499 

500-999 

1000-5000 

SOURCE: 

1925 

— 

3 

27 

37 

374 

80 

169 

56 

10 

U.S. Cen 

1935 

1 

13 

246 

145 

781 

285 

407 

93 

29 

sus of 

1940 

19 

20 

90 

57 

454 

194 

445 

146 

35 

Aqricu 

1945 

15 

23 

65 

50 

357 

178 

489 

146 

62 

Iture, 

1950 

12 

53 

68 

33 

250 

154 

446 

176 

50 

Texas, 

1955 

12 

14 

29 

21 

190 

126 

453 

234 

73 

Counties, 

1950 

" 

15 

18 

20 

110 

90 

392 

234 

83 

, for 

1964 

w mm 

7 

10 

14 

87 

58 

289 

257 

119 

the 
years shown. 

TABLE 9 

POPULATION OF LYNN COUNTY, ITS TOWNS, AND ITS COMMUNITIES 

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 

Lynn Co. 

Tahoka 

O'Donnell 

Wilson 

New Home 

Grassland 

New Lynn 

Draw 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1713 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

4751 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

RA* 

12372 

1620 

1026 

250 

10 

76 

RA* 

25 

11931 

2129 

1187 

250 

200 

200 

60 

100 

11030 

2848 

1473 

400 

200 

200 

50 

100 

10914 

3012 

1355 

403 

200 

200 

60 

100 

9107 

2955 

1017 

433 

252 

60 

15 

35 

SOURCE: U.S. Census, Characteristics of the Population, Texas, 
for the years shown. 

*RA is a rural classification; thus, no population figures are 
available. 
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TABLE 10 

COTTON AND GRAIN PRODUCTION 

Year 

1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 

Cotton 

Acres 

178,000 
189,500 
199,900 
217,000 

Bales 

142,400 
139,200 
90,100 

191,100 

Acres 

143,000 
119,000 
84,000 
55,900 

Grain 

Bushels 

2,130,000 
1,654,000 
1,856,000 

SOURCE: Texas Department of Agriculture, Texas Grain and Cotton 
Statistics (Austin: Texas Crop and Livestock Reporting Service), for 
the years shown. 

TABLE 11 

VISUAL ECONOMIC SURVEY OF SURVIVING RURAL COMMUNITIES IN LYNN COUNTY 

Community 

New Lynn 

Gordon 

Draw 

Grassland 

Grassland 

Petty 

Lakeview 

Newmoore 

West Point 

Wel 1 s 

One gin 

One gin, one store-station combination 

One gin, one store-station combination 

Two gins, one store-station combination 

One farm store, one garage 

One gin 

One gin, one store-station combination, one 
grain company 

One gin, one store-station combination 

One gin 

One gin 

SOURCE: Donald Abbe, "Unofficial Economic Survey of Lynn County 
Tov/ns and Rural Communities, a Visual Accounting," 1974. 
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